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THE INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE.*
BY EDWARD A. FREEMAN.

CHAPTER VI,
ENGLAND IN THE MIDDLE AGES.

HUS by the end of the fourteenth cen-
tury English had again become the
common speech of all men in England.

By the end of the fifteenth all traces, save the
merestsurvivals, of theuse of French even as
an official language had passed away. But
the English tongue which in the end won the
day had in many things changed from the
English tongue which had been spoken
when the tongues were first spoken side by
sideinEngland. Itwas still the same tongue;
we had not changed it for any other ; but great
changes had happened in the tongue itself.
In 8o long a time as three hundred years
great changes always do happen in any
language, even if it is not brought into any
special connexion with any other. Gram-
matical forms wear out ; old words fall out of
use, new words come into use, even when the
language, so tospeak, lives by itself. Butall
thishappens yet more largely when a langunage
lives in what we may call daily intercourse
with another language. Each borrowssome-
thing from the other ; butthat which islooked
on as the less polite and literary of the two
wiil borrow more largely from the other than
the more polite and literary tongue will
borrow from it. Thus, while English and
French were spoken side by side in England,
there is no doubt that French borrowed
something from English ; but English bor-
rowed very much more from French. At

¢Special Course for C. L. 8. C. Graduates,
B-Apr.

first, as we have seen, it borrowed very little.
Gradually French words dropped in faster
and faster; and they dropped in faster than
ever about the time when English won the
victory forever. More French words (as
distinguished from Latin) came into English
in the fourteenth century than at any time
before or since. And for most of them there

‘was no need ; they supplanted English words

that did just as well. It seems to have been
largely a matter of chance which English
words lived on and which were supplanted
by French. We see this even in the names
of the highest offices. We still say that the
King holds a Parliament. Here King is En-
glish and Parliament French. It might
have happened the other way; we might
have said that the Roy holds a Great Moot,
And in the English of Scotland Roy some-
times is used for King.

The borrowing of foreign words by the En-
glish tongue came directly of its living side
by side with another tongue. The same
cause helped on another change which would
no doubt have taken place to some extent in
any case. This is the loss of the old gram-
matical forms, the snflexions, of the lan-
guage. This happens in every language as
it goes on ; men seem to get tired of speaking
their words accurately. Modern High-
German, which has been less influenced by
other languages than English, though it
keeps many more inflexions than English,
has lost a great many. Danish, which has
had less to do with other languages than
either, has lost its inflexions quite as
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thoroughly as English has. When English
ceased for a while to be a polite and literary
language, men no longer took care to speak
and write it accurately. We see this in the
last pages of the English Chronicles, where
the grammar is greatly broken up. While
new words were coming in, old forms were
dropping off, and we can sometimes distinctly
see the influence of French in grammatical
forms as well as in the vocabulary. Thusin
Old-English we had many plural endings,
that in s for oneof them. Now most English
plurals are formed in s, when a plural is
still formed in any other way (as men, skeep,
mice) the grammars mark it as an exception.
This means that the ending s has come to
the front, and has well-nigh driven out all
the others. And we may be pretty sure that
the s ending was helped in so doing by the
fact that much the same change was going
on at about the same time in French, and
that there too the s ending got the better of
the others. Meanwhile in High-German the
s ending, which took the first place both in
English and French, dropped out altogether.
Such are the chances of language.

Thus the English language, when it came
to the front again in the fourteenth century,
had changed a great deal from what it had
been when it fell into the background in the
twelfth, But the English tongue is still the
same tongue that it has ever been. It has
changed in the same way in which a man
changes from his childhood to his old age.
If we meet a man in his later years whom we
have not seen since his childhood, we shall not
know him again. Vet he is the same man.
So a language changes so that those who
know only the earlier stages will not under-
stand the later, and those who know only
the later stages will not understand the
earlier. Vet it is the same language. We
are sometimes told that in an English dic-
tionary there are now more French, Latin,
and other foreign words than those words that
are really English., Perhaps this is so.
But the life of our language is still English ;
our grammar is English ; the names of things
that we cannot help having about us, the
little words which we cannot speak or write
without, are still English. We all use many
French, many Latin words in speaking and
writing. But we cannot put together the
shortest sentence that shall be really and
fully grammatical out of French or Latin
words only, We can put together sentence

after sentence of purely English words with-
out one French or Latin.

While the language, the outward badge of
the nation, was in this way changing, the
nation itself was also changing in many ways.
We largely took in the thoughts and man-
ners of the people who had come among us.
Just as in the case of language, the Normans
and other strangers who came into England
gradually became part of our own people ; but
in so doing, they made some changes in the
people of which they became part. In re-
ligion there was strictly speaking nochange ;
all Western Christendom had one creed and
one manner of worship. But the closer con-
nexion with the Bishops of Rome which fol-
lowed the Norman Conquest, as it had some
direct results, had also some indirect. The
Popes were constantly asking for English
money and encroaching on the rights of
Englishmen in various ways. Our kings
had constantly to make laws torestrain these
things. Omne immediate consequence of the
Norman Conquest was the bringing in of
foreign bishops, and at a time somewhat later
the Popes were constantly sending other for-
eigners to receive the revenues, ratherthan to
discharge the duties, of offices in the English.
Church. The papal power thus became:
deeply disliked in England; kings made
laws to restrain it and popular feeling was:
against it. This may be sately said of any
time from the Norman Conquest till the re-
ligiouschangesof thesixteenth century. Prac-
tical abuses too grew up in the church ; the
older monastic orders fell away from their old
love, and men began to grudge the great
amount of wealth which was in the hands of
the clergy and monks. In thethirteenth cen-
tury came the religious revival of the friars,
the Franciscans, Dominicans, and other or-
ders which professed poverty. There is no
doubt that for a while it was a real revival in
every way, religious and intellectual. Some
of the friars were among the most learned
men of the time ; others played an useful part.
as the advisers of kings and great men. But
their first zeal did not last ; the newer orders.
waxed cold as well as the elder. In truth,
when they did fall away, they fell lower than
the older orders, as professing a higher stand-
ard which it was harder to keep up to.
When in the latter part of the fifteenth cen-
tury, Wickliffe and his followers began both
to preach against practical abuses and pres-
ently to touch points of doctrine, very many-
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were ready to go with them in their practical
complaints who- had no mind to change the
doctrines and practices to which they were
used. Any generalchange on that head came
later.

By ‘‘learning ”’ thus far we have meant
the old Latin learning, chiefly in the hands
of theclergy. Notonly were the services of
the Church in Latin, but books in general,
not only books of theology, of history, and
of such science as there was, but generally
all books that were not distinctly either
merely polite or merely popular writings. In
such a state of things not many besides the
clergy could read, and still fewer could write.
At the beginning of the twelfth century it
was no disgrace for a king not to be able to
write or read. The learning of Henry the
First, who could certainly do both and who
understood at least three languages, was
marked as something wonderful. But it
must not be thought that, because a man
could not write, it therefore followed that
he could not read. Writing remained some-
what of a professional business long after
reading had become common. The best wit-
ness of this is that the word clerk, which
strictly means a man in holy orders, came to
mean one whose business is writing, and it
is now most commonly used in that sense.

The stir in men’s minds and the zeal after
learning which marked the twelfth century
came out strongly in the growth of universi-
ties. The two ancient English universities,
Oxforgd and Cambridge, were not founded by
any king or any other one man; they pre-emi-
nently came of themselves. We can see how
in the first half of the twelfth century a few
students of divinity came together to hear a
famous lecturer, and somewhat later the
same thing happened with students in law.
The start once made, both masters and
scholars flocked together, and the universi-
ties grew up with their faculties, their sub-
jects of teaching, divinity, law, medicine,
and arts. Then in the latter part of the
thirteenth century men began to found cvi-
leges; that is, they got together a certain num-
ber of students in the university, and gave
them a house to live in and land or titheto
maintain them. Such colleges are a special
feature of the English universities ; there is
nothing exactly like them in any other land.
So the. universities grew and prospered,
favored by bishops and kings and popes, and
recelving many privileges from them, but not

the creation of any of them, but something
which came of itself.

By law, in the sense of the universities,
was meant the civil and canon law of Rome,
that is the law of the Emperors and the law
of the Popes. As these were in force in a
large part of Europe, they were naturally a
chief subject of study everywhere, though
less so in England than elsewhere. For with
us there arose the profession of the common
law, the law of England, as distinguished
from either of the laws of Rome. Before the
Norman Conquest and for some time after, a
knowledgeof the law is spoken of as the attri-
bute of age and experience, not as the posses-
sionof a particularclass of men. The English
law was more strictly national, and borrowed
less from Rome, imperial or papal, thanthelaw
of any other European land. A class of com-
mon lawyers therefore arose, with a learning
of their own, a learning which spoke Latin,
French, and English in turn. It marks
a great mnational advance when in the
fifteenth century the famous Judge Sir John
Fortescue, who certainly knew Latin and
French well, wrote books on the law and con-
stitution of Englandin the English tongue,

Besides language and learning and other
matters which had much to do with them,
there were other points which were affected
by the greater amount of dealing with
strangers which the Norman Conquest
brought with it. The Conquest and its re-
sults helped gradually to bring in a whole
train of new ideas. Or rather perhaps they
did not bring in altogether new ideas, but
rather gave a new and enlarged strength to
some ideas that were already at work. Itis
well, if we can, to avoid the words_fexdal/and
chivalyous, because they are so easily misun-
derstood ; yet it is hard to do without them,
and they do express a certain meaning. The
word feudal really means nothing more than
a certain tenure of land, a tenure certainly
not unknown before the Norman Conquest,
but which grew largely after it. It really
means little more than the burthens
which this tenure laid on those who held
land according to it, burthens which were
put into shape in the time of William Rufus,
and which were not abolished till the time of
Charles the Second. It was tenure by mili-
tary service, due from the holder of the land
to the lord. It was therefore held that, when-
ever there was no one to discharge the ser-
vicedue from theland, thelord might take the
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land into his own lands. Thus during a
minority the land went back to the lord. A
long minority therefore was the worst thing
that could happen to an estate ; now it is the
best. The tenure by military service was
called ‘‘tenure in ckivalry,” and the lord
who held the minor’s estate was called his
‘“‘guardian in chsvalry.” Chivalry, strictly
speaking, means nothing but the condition
of the ckevalier, the knight, the horseman ;
in English we said the »ider, as the Germans
still say Rstter. Heis the gentleman who
serves on horseback and holds his lands by
the tenure of so serving. But a number of
ideas, certainly not English, and French
rather than Norman, gathered round the
notion of the ckevalier or knight. One may
describe chivalry as the setting up of a new
and fantastio’ law of conduct, which had
nothing to do either with the law of God or
the law of the land, a rule to be observed by
a single class of people toward one another
without regard to other classes. This never
really had much strength in England ; butit
had some. Chivalrous notions largely af-
fected thought and manners and literature
for a long time ; the fourteenth century was
the time of its height. But in England we
had a safeguard in the fact that, with us,
though high birth has always been thought
much of, there has never been a nobility in
the continental sense of the word. That is,
there has never been a separate class hand-
ing on privileges, greater or smaller, from
generation to generation. The English
peerage, which is often confounded with
nobility, has nothing in common with it.
The English peer has his place in Parliament
and various personal privileges; but they
belong to himself only ; they do not pass on to
all his descendants., There never has beenr in
England the same wide distinction of classes
which there has been in some other lands.
Contempt for trade, for instance, which is
part of the chivalrous notion, has never
been a deep or a lasting feeling in England.
Onk of the happiest accidents was that, as
the constitution of the English Parliament
settled itself, the knights, the chevaliers, who
represented the counties, sat along with the
citizens and burgesses of the towns. This,
and the fact that the children of a peer were
commoners, made all the difference between
England and other lands.

The most marked difference between the
social condition of England and that of most

continental countries was the existence in
England of a strong middle class both in the
towns and in the countryat large. In many
continental lands, specially in Flanders,
Germany, Italy, there were towns which had
greater powers and greater freedom than any
English town ever had, towns which were
practically independent commonwealths, like
the old Greek cities. But this was because
the national power and national unity was
weaker in those lands than it was in Eng-
land. An English town had less freedom
than a German town because the nation had
more, And, setting aside a few special
cases here and there, as in the Swiss
mountains and the Frisian lowlands, there
was in most countries no freedom outside
the towns. The towns themselves often held
subject districts in bondage. England stood
alone in this, that the freedom of the towns
was only a part of the general freedom of the
nation. In other lands we cannot say that
any were free but the nobles, the clergy, and
the citizens of the chartered towns ; in Eng-
land there were freemen all over the country
who did not belong to any of those classes.
No doubt below them there were men who
were not free ; but they could win their free-
dom with no great difficulty, as is shown by
the fact that all men in England gradually
became free without any special law making
them so. Actual slavery lived on in Eng-
land long after the Norman Conquest. It was
never abolished by law ; it died out through
all the glaves either becoming free or being
merged in the intermediate class of villains.
The villain was quite different from the
slave ; he was free, less the rights which his
own lord held over him ; he was free as re-
garded anybody else. Villainage too was
never abolished by law ; it died out by all the
villains becoming fully free. Inthe fourteenth
century slavery was quite forgotten, but vil-
lainage was still in full force ; it went out of
common usein the course of the fifteenth cen-
tury, and is barely heard of in the sixteenth.
But we should remember that slavery began
again for a while in England on a small
scale when negroes began to be brought in
from the colonies in the eighteenth century.
But in the eighteenth century this was de-
clared to be against law.

These ages, from the twelfth to the fifteenth
century, were a great time of building, eccle-
siastical, military, and domestic. Down to
the eleventh century, all Western Europe
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built much in one fashion, keeping on the
old Roman style as well as might be. Inthe
eleventh century different countries struck out
varieties of their own, all keeping the round
arch and some general Roman traditions, and
therefore, like the earlier buildings, called
Romanesque. One of these forms of Roman-
esque grew up in northern Gaul, and was
brought into England by the Normans,where
it gradually displaced the older form of Ro-
manesque common to all Western Europe.
This is the Norman style, the style of the
great buildings of the twelfth century.
Toward the end of that century the style
became lighter and richer ; then the pointed
arch came into use instead of the round ; and
gradually a system of moulding and orna-
ment was devised which better suited the
pointed arch. This is commonly called
Gotkic architecture, a foolish name in itself,
as it had nothing whatever to do with the
Goths, but which may be endured, if we use
it as distinguished from Romanesque. Of
this general style each land, England,
France, Germany, had its own varieties;
in each country the details of the style were
constantly changing, the windows specially
getting larger and larger. This lasted till
some way in the sixteenth century, when
architecture, like other things, began to
change before the new influencesof which we
shall have presently to speak.

In the twelfth and thirteenth centunea
nearly all the buildings of any account are
either ecclesiastical or military, that is either
churches and their appendages (as the build-
ings of a monastery or college), or else cas-
tles. But there are houses remaining, even
from the twelfth century, and they get more
and more common aswe goon. Such houses
are found both in the towns and in the open
country, manor-houses, parsonages, houses
of every kind, with no military character at
all about them. Men could venture to live
in the open country in England sooner than
in France, because the law gave better pro-
tection in England, and it was not so need-
ful to live within the walls either of a castle
or of a fortified town. But for that very
reason there are not such fine town-houses in
England as there are in France, Germany,
and above all Italy. And for nearly thesame
reason there are not such grand civic build-
ings in England as in Flanders, Germany,
and Italy. An ancient English guildhall
differs hardly at all from the hall of a college

or o iarge house. As there was less fighting
in the land, the building of castles as dwell-
ings went out of use. Itis curious to mark
the steps by which the castle gradually
changes into the great house ; the arrange-
ments for defence, which were once all-
important, first become mere survivals, and
then are left out altogether. By the begin-
ning of the sixteenth century houses, great
and small, were built in which men of the
nineteenth century can live, which we can
hardly say of houses of earlier times.

Besides these arts which grew, many par-
ticular inventions came in during theseages,
and there were many men who distinguished
themselves by knowledge of various kinds
beyond their age. To take one instance out
of many, no study seems more modern than
that of the science of language ; yet remark-
able approaches toward were made in the
twelfth and thirteenth century by Gerald
Barry (commonly known as Giraldus Cam-
brensis), who lived from about 1146 to about
1220, and by the famous Franciscan friar,
Roger Bacon, who lived from about 1214 to
about 1294. Roger Bacon was a man of re-
markable learning and thought in many
ways. And in the course of the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries England became af-
fected by the two inventions which have"
changed the face of the world. It is said that
Edward the Third used cannon in his wars ;
but g'unpowder certainly played no great
part in warfare or in any thing else, till it
gradually came into use in the fifteenth cen-
tury. And in this last century printing was
invented and came into England. William
Caxton, who lived from about 1422 to 1491,
printed the first English book about 1474,
and the first book in England in 1477. The
English tongue, now thoroughly formed in
its nmewer shape, stood ready for the new
art.

Looking through the centuries of which
we have been speaking, we may say that the
twelfth century was a learned age, and, inits
latter half at least, a polite age, but that its
learning and politeness could not affect the
nation at large on account of difference of
language. The thirteenth century was also
an intellectual age; but its political interest
is 8o absorbing that one hardly thinks of
any other side of it. In that age the abiding
freedom of England grew into its full shape,
which after times have been able only to im-
prove in detail. And the struggle for free-
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dom was recorded in all the three tongues
spoken in the land. The thirteenth century
too was the age of the religious revival of the
friars and the time when the struggle with
the Popes became a national struggle. Kings,
especially King Henry the Second, had begun
it already ; but it hardly became a popular
movement till the time of Henry the Third.
‘The fourteenth century is certainly, in mat-
ter of learning, below those that went before
it, and the political advance of this time is
less striking than that of the thirteenth.
Still it is very great ; but it was made chiefly
by particular enactments and the establish-
ment of particular precedents, not by great
visible changes, like the establishment of
Parliament in the thirteenth. In the thir-
teenth century men had largely speculated
on political matters ; in the fourteenth they
began to speculate also on social and on re-
ligious matters, The revolt of the villains in
the time of Richard the Second, which,
though crushed at the moment, led to the
gradual dying out of villainage, was not
merely a revolt against practical grievances.
Men were thinking and asking questions,
why one man should not be as freeas another.
Such questions had been asked before, but
never with the same force. And the social
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movement and the religious movement were
largely mixed up together. That age was
one of very busy thought on great practical
matters. Theage in which the native tongue
won its great conquest was likely to be so.

The fifteenth century seems in many
things to be inferior to any of the others. It
certainly was in the matter of learning of the
older kind. And in politics it was' a sad
falling-back from the thirteenth and four-
teenth. By the beginning of the fifteenth
century the mainlines of the English consti-
tution were fixed ; in the course of the cen-
tury came that great growth of the royal
power which lasted for two hundred years, at
the end of which, things had to be brought
back to what they had been at the beginning
of the fifteenth century. On the other hand,
this age was as it were touched, as in a kind
of twilight, by the special light which was
to come in the next century. And, as imme-
diately following the time when the English
language won its great victory, it was thetime
that fixed the charactey of English prose, and
gave it a new life by the invention of print-
ing. The fifteenth century was to language
what the thirteenth was to politics. Later
ages have been only able to improve, if they
always have improved, in detail.

PRACTICAL TALKS ON WRITING ENGLISH.

BY PROFESSOR WILLIAM MINTO, M. A.

Of the University of Aberdeen, Scotland. R

PART IIIL
SENTENCE-STRUCTURE AND FIGURATIVE
LANGUAGE.

N my last paper we were considering the
I structure of sentences, and I submitted
that the leading principles of sentence-
structure apply also to paragraphs and to the
whole composition. In illustration of this
I proposed to examine three of the special
types of sentence distinguished by rhetori-
cians, the Balanced Sentence, the Period, and
Climax. I had dealt with what is called
Balance, and tried to makeclear its principle.
Let us proceed next to the Period.

A Period is commonly defined as a sen-
tence in which the meaning remains sus-
pended till the whole is finished. A sentence
is not a period, according to this definition,
if you can stop anywhere before the last

word and yet have a complete meaning, as
in the sentence I am now writing. Youcan-
not, of course, have the meaning intended
by the writer till you reach his last word,
but if the mind can rest upon a subject and
predicate before the end is reached, the sen-
tence is not technically a period. The struc-
ture is said to be “loose,’”’ as opposed to
periodic, if any thing is added after the
grammatical essentials of a sentence. The
following from De Quincey is an example of
a perfect period :

Raised almost to divine honors, never men-
tioned but with affected raptures, the classics of
Greece and Rome are seldom read.

To explain precisely how periods are con-
structed, I must assume a knowledge of the
ordinary terms of grammatical analysis.
Every sentence being grammatically divisi-
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ble into two parts, subject and predicate,
there are obviously only two ways in which
you can leave your sentence without mean-
ing till the very last word. You must leave
to the last, either the leading word in the
subject or the leading word in the predicate.
If either the subject moun or the predicate
verb has adjuncts attached to it, these ad-
juncts must be given first. There is thusan
inversion of the common structure of En-
glish speech, in which phrases and clauses
follow the words to which they are applied.

This is really the essence of periodic
structure. It consists in bringing on predi-
cates before subjects, qualifications before
the words they qualify, clauses of reason,
condition, exception, before the main state-
ment. If a writer does this habitually, heis
said to write in the periodic style, although
his writing may contain few technically com-
plete periods. You may often read a page
of Gibbon, De Quincey, or any other master
of the periodic style without finding one per-
fect period as it is defined by rhetoricians.

Obviously the same methdd may be ap-
plied on a larger scale than the sentence. It
may be, and often is, applied to paragraphs,
and often in a way to articles, sermons, and
addresses. A speaker often indulges in sev-
eral consecutive sentences of general reflec-
tions before he discloses the precise applica-
tion of them. A journalist often in like
manner reserves the point of his remarks for
the end of a paragraph or an article. This is
in effect a periodic arrangement.

What is the advantage of this method?
Has it any advantage? Impatient critics
have sometimes declared that it has none,
that the periodic style is radically and incur-
ably vicious. But this is true only of the
abuse of the structure, and if the beginner
takes pains to understand when and why it
is bad, and the risks attending it, he may be
able to avail himself of its advantages. That
it has advantages is apparent from the fact
that majestic writing, the grand style,
whether in verse or in prose, is impossible
without periodic structure. The opening of
Paradise lost is periodic; so are Words-
worth’s finest sonnets; so is Othello’s
speech before the Signors of Venice.

Looked at from the reader’s point of view,
the effect of periodic structure, of holding
phrases or clauses or sentences in suspense,
isto impose a certain strain on theattention.
The reader has nothing to attach them to till

the very word comes, and his attention is
consequently excited to a higher pitch, if it
is excited at all. This strain of attention is
exhausting ; some readers are incapable of it
altogether, and no reader is capable of sus-
taining it for long. The main danger in the
use of the periodic style is that you either
never catch your reader’s attention or lose
hold of it before you reach the object of your
unattached expressions.

From this principle one or two practical
hints may be deduced. Within the limits of
the reader’s capacity and patience, the peri-
odic arrahgement is often good. If he ap-
prehends the bare meaning of your unat-
tached clause, or clauses, he can apply them
to their subject when it comes with greater
precision than if you named the subject first
and gave the qualifications afterward. But
you must make sure that heisable and willing
to make the necessary intellectual exertions.

Youmust have something importantto say,
something that will reward the reader for the
strain upon his intellect. Nothing is more
tedious than to hear a speaker slowly evolv-
ing periods up to a familiar application.

Again, it has to be remembered that one
effect of periodic arrangement, from the
strain it puts upon the intellect, is to give a
certain dignity and stateliness to the style.
Hence it is adapted to a weighty, solemn
strain of semtiment, such as raises men’s
minds above that lax, familiar tone which is
their ordinary attitude toward ordinary sub-
jects. Bearing this in mind, you will ab-
stain from inversions and suspended state-
ments when your topic is simple or trivial.
Majesty of manner without majesty of mat-
ter is ludicrous, like all affectations.

A few words next on Climax. The word
has passed out of books of rhetoric into
common speech. It literally means a ladder,
and was applied by the ancient rhetoricians
to a sentence so constructed that its members
were on a scale of ascending interest, rising
step by step to a culminating point. A sen-
tence from Cicero’s impeachment of Verres
was quoted by Quintilian and has remained
ever since the standard example of climax :

It is an outrage to bind a Roman citizen ;
to scourge him is an atrocious crime; to put
him to death is almoet a parricide*; but to

*Properly applied to one who murders his father;
Latin pater, father, and caedere, to kill. 1ts use has been
extended so that it also means ‘‘the murder ofany person
to whom reverence is due.”
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crucify him—what name can I find for this?

The word ‘‘climax' is generally used in
common speech for the culminating point,
but strictly speaking it applies to the whole
flight of ascending steps. The principle of
it is simple and is obeyed by all writers with
any instinct for literary effect, whether con-
sciously or unconsciously. It depends upon
the law of our nature that all strong feelings
tend to decline unless they are fed by
stronger and stronger additions. No feeling
can be sustained long at uniform pitch. This
is why climatic structure must be more or less
studied in all composition. If you have an
audience to interest, you must keep alive
the attention to the last, and you cannot
keep alive the attention if you bring out
all your best things, your most interesting,
impressive, moving, exciting, startling
thoughts at the beginning.

Great orators frame their speeches on this
principle, and it cannot be neglected with
impunity* in the humblest essay. You
must lay your account with it before you be-
gin, when you think over the general plan
of what you have to say. Above all, itis
well to know how you are to end. There is
much wisdom in the paradox enunciated by
Edgar Allan Poe in his instructive essay on
the ‘‘ Philosophy of Composition,”’ that the
plot of a story is best constructed from the
dénouementt backward. I do not know
whether as a matter of fact any great speech

- was ever thought out from the peroration }
backward, but one can see that such a pro-
cedure would have its advantages.

Be it understood that all these hints about
method bear solely on compositions with a
purpose, whether that purpose be to convey
certain information or to drive home a cer-
tain conviction. Balances and periods and
climaxes are merely means to certain definite
ends ; a man may have a workman-like com-
mand of these instruments ; he even may be
able to use them without seeming to use
them, may have the art to conceal his art,
and yet have none of the charm of a writer
of genius. I do not think that any writer of
—:_S—afety from punishment, freedom from injury or
loss ; im, not, poena, punishment,

{[{De-noo-mong.] The raveling of a plot in a novel, the
explanation of a mystery, seemed to the French like the
straightening out of tangled thread, and they called it
the unknotting, the untying ; de [equivalent to the Latin
dss), apart, and noxer, to knot.

{[Per-o-rd'tion.] The concluding part of nlpeech or
oration Latin ger, through, erare, to speak.

genius is likely to be spoilt by the study of
these elementary arts; they will not, of course,
teach him how to snatch the grace that is be-
yond the reach of art, the spontaneous felic-
ities that are the delight of the literary
epicure.* How to prepare a substantial meal
for the hungry—that is as far as practical
hints on writing can profess to go.

FIGURES OF SPEECH.

You may think that in what I have said
about structure or arrangement I have not
been sufficiently definite and Magisterialt in
my precepts ; that I have left too much to
your own discretion. But this has been my
deliberate intention ; right or wrong it is my
opinion that the greater part must be left to
the writer's own discretion, that the best a
thetorician can do for you is not to furnish
you with rules but to set you thinking on
general, common-sense principles from which
you can deduce working rules for your own
practice.

If I have been indefinite in my remarks on
structure, I shall be still more so in my re-
marks on what rhetoricians call Figures of
Speech. In the use of figurative language,
the writer must trust still more to his own
resources. I shall merely endeavor to show
what a figure is, why people use figurative
language, and on what depends the effect of
some of the leading figures that have been
distinguished. When we realize what fig-
ures of speech are we can see at once why
they cannot be manufactured by rule, though
there may be some practical -advantage in
knowing their true nature and office.

A figure of speech may be broadly defined
as any departure from the ordinary or com-
monplace in expression, whether in form of
sentence, or the use of certain forms or mode
of exposition or illustration or application of
words. It is not easy to cover with a defini-
tiou all the figures that rhetoricians have
named, but this about does it.

The word ‘‘figure”’ is a translation of the

*[Epi-cure.] A follower of Epicurus, a Greek philoso-
pher who lived in the third century B. C., and who
taught that supreme mental bliss ought to be the highest
object in life, and that this bliss consisted ‘‘inm a perfect
repose of the mind, in an equilibrium of all mental facul-
ties and passions.” As used to-day, epicure is applied to
one indulging himself in great physical enjoyment, es-
pecially that arising from the gratification of his appetite
for table luxuries. The word is a fine example of per-
verted meaning.

+ Authoritative, appropriate to a master, or teacher.
Latia magister, master, chief, head.
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Greek schkema, our ‘‘scheme,’”’ and was ap-
plied at first to extraordinary figures or forms
of sentence, such as balance, the period, cli-
max. These are, as it were, figures by pre-
eminence, sentences in which the figure or
form is remarkable enough to stand out.
Gradually the name has been extended to
other departures from the ordinary in ex-
pression, for some of which the old rhetori-
cians had the distinctive name of /ropes (lit-
erally, furns, i. e. from the ordinary); such
as Interrogation and Exclamation, which are
departures from the plain or ordinary use of
certain forms ; Personification, Hyperbole,*
Irony, which are departures from the plain
mode of exposition ; Simile; a departurefrom
the plain mode of illustration ; Metonymy,{
a departure from the ordinary direct applica-
tion of words.

On each of these I shall make some com-
ments, but mark at the outset that the es-
sence of all figurative as distinguished from
plain expression, is the departure from the
common, and that the motives for this de-
parture are partly the natural love of variety
and irregularity, the instinct of rebellion
against routine, and partly the natural love
of imPressing, startling, exciting attention.
It is this last property of figurative language
that commends it to the notice of the rhetori-
cian, This makes it useful for the torpid or
lethargic reader. If everybody were as much
interested in every thing as everybody else,
and if nobody were ever excited beyond a
a certain steady pitch, there would be no oc-
casion for figurative language. But we are
variously interested in things and so all of
us when excited are apt to depart from the
common in our expressions in order to stir
others up to our level. Hudibras is not the
only man of whom it may be said that

He could not ope }
His mouth, but out there flew a trope.

Savages use more figures of speech than
civilized men ; children more than grown up
people. The fewer words a man has, the
more apt he is to make an uncommon use of
them. We may say generally that a man’s

¢ Hy-per'bi-le.”” 8ee THE CHAUTAUQUAN for January,
page s35. For * 8imile,” see the same issue, page 536;
and for *“ Irony ’* the February issue, page 670.

t[Me-ton-my.] Greek meta, a preposition which in
composition with another word frequently indicates a
c:zange, and nomos, a name. It isdefined as *‘a tropein
which one word is put for another; as when we saya
man keeps a good /ab’e instead of good provisions.”
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figurative language is proportionate to the
liveliness of his ideas and the poverty of his
vocabulary.

INTERROGATION, EXCLAMATION,
PHE, VISION.

These figures, like all artifices of style,
were much in use among the writers of last
century. Being strong and marked, they
have a great attraction for beginners. The
earlier letters of Shelley are full of them.
The greatest modern master of the style is
Carlyle, and a study of his use of abrupt fig-
ures gives the best clue to the conditions of
their effect.

The plain use of the Interrogative form is
to ask a question ; it is a figurative use to
convey a feeling or an opinion in the form
of a question. ‘ Where are the snows of last
year?’ ‘‘Where now is Alexander or Her-
cules?’ ‘‘What is love or friendship? Is it
something material,—a ball, an apple, a
plaything—which may be taken from oneand
given to another? 1Is it capable of no exten-
sion, no communication?’ No answer is
expected to such questions, as in plain in-
terrogation. FEither the answer is obvious,
and the question intended merely to givea
turn to the reader's reflections, or the ques-
tion is intended to call attertion to a topic
and prepare the reader’s mind for an answer
which the writer proceeds to give.

The form of Exclamation is seen in its plain
use in interjections, which express a present
excitement too sharp and sudden for the
formality of a regular sentence. The form is
used figuratively when a writer exclaims as
if under the pressure of a sudden feeling,
‘ What an entity, oneof those night-leaguers
of San Martin ; all steadily snoring there in
the heart of the Andes under the eternal
stars!"”” ‘‘The battering of insurrectionary
axes clangs audible across the (Eil-de-Boeuf.
What an hour !”’

Similarly, the form of Apostrophe,* the
plain use of which is to address by name or
epithet a person within hearing, is put to ex-
traordinary or figurative use when applied to
absent persons or inanimate things. ‘ Mil
ton ! thou shouldst be living at this hour !”’
‘“ Ancient of days, august Athena, where,
where are thy men of might?”’ O Tam! O
Tam ! thou'lt get thy fairin’ !"’

*Greek apo, away, strophein,toturn. A turning away

from an audience to address some absent person or thing
personified. .

APOSTRO-
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It is to be remarked that in all these three
figures, Interrogation, Exclamation, and
Apostrophe, there is assumed, as it were, an
extraordinary excitement, an unusual height
of sublime or humorous feeling, as if the sub-
ject were bodily before the eyes of the writer.
There i8 thus in all three an element of what
rhetoricians have termed Vision, that mode
of narrative or description in which events
and scenes are described as if the writer were
looking on, and had all the vivid emotions of
an actual spectator. Carlylels ‘‘ French Rev-
olution” is one continued *‘ vision *’ of this
sort ; the writer exclaims, questions, and
apostrophizes as the scenes and actors pass
before him.

Wo now to all bodyguards, mercy is none
for them! Miomandre de Sainte-Marie pleads
with soft words, on the grand staircase, de-
scending four steps to the roaring tornado. His
comrades snatch him up, by the skirtsand belts ;
literally from the jaws of destrnction; and
slam-to their door. Thisalso will stand few in-
stants; the panels shivering in, like potsherds.
Barricading serves not : fly fast, ye bodyguards:
rabid Insurrection, like the Hellhound Chase,
uproaring at your heels!

The terror-struck bodyguards fly, bolting and
barricading itfollows. Whitherward? Through
hall on hall: wo now! toward the Queen’s
suite of rooms . . . . Tremble not, women, but
haste |

The exclamatory style is best used to ex-
press strong feeling. This gives the clue to
the right use of it. There is no excuse for
departing from the ordinary forms of expres-
sion unless there is a departure from the or-
dinary level of feeling.

The beginner who is tempted to experi-
ment in these abrupt forms—and mostbegin-
ners have felt the temptation—should bear
this in mind. One or two other cautions
may be given for his consideration.

1. If you use these abrupt forms in de-
scription, you must see that the general en-
ergy of your language is in correspondence.
It is not everybody that has Carlyle’s graphic
vigor; and feeble, commonplace language
combined with these ambitious figuresis open
to be laughed at.

2. Bear in mind that the effect of a figure
is due to its being a departure from the com-
mon mode of expression. If it is used too
often it ceases to be a figure ; it becomes nor-
mal ; it loses the charm of rarity.

3. You may feel strongly about the subject

yourself, strongly enough to warrant your
departure from ordinary expression, but your
theme may not bear equal digmity in the
eyes of common-sense. Your emotion may
be purely personal. Still, instinct is the only
safe guide here. Make sure that your emotion
is genuine, and take your chance of finding
it shared by others.

There are figures, for example, in every
sentence of the following extract; it isall
compact of figures technically; but it has
none of the essence of figurative language ;
it is essentially commonplace. The writer is
suppostd to stand before the tomb of Euge-
nia’s husband under the impression that
Eugenia herself is also dead and buried there :

““And is it even 80?"’ I half-articulated with a
sudden thrill of irrepressible emotion, ‘¢ poor
widowed mourner! lovely Kugenid! Art thoun
already re-united to the object of thy faithful
affection? And so lately! Not yet on that
awaiting space on the cold marble have they
incribed thy gentle name. And these fragile
memorials! Were there none to tend them for
thy sake?”

Ishould be sorry if these cautions prevented
the beginner from attempting the high style
of inversions and exclamations. He should
not let caution freeze hisambition. The vul-
garity of the style may always be redeemed
by freshness of idea and language. He
should trust his instincts. He will find out
soon enough from others when he becomes
ridiculous. No one who is too much afraid
of being laughed at can ever become a very
effective writer.

PERSONIFICATION.

The same cautions and counter-cautions to
‘‘ be not too cautious neither,” apply to Per-
sonification, the art of writing about inani-
mate things as if they had human life, feel-
ing, and personality. )

Children and savages personify naturally
and literally, and for children of a larger
growth there i8 a certain irrational charm in
making-believe that things about which we
feel strongly have a life and feeling of their
own. An attachment to any object inclines
us to attribute life to it, and feeling, and
thought, perhaps as a result of our craving
for reciprocity.* A sailor speaks of his watch

*[Res-i-pros’i-ty.] Mutual action and reaction, inter-
change. Itisa modification of the Latin noun recipro-
catio, the origin of which cannot be traced further. It
hasbeen conjectured that it might have arisen trom the
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as ‘' she,”’ personifies his weather-glass, and
half-believes the mercury within it to be
a living, sentient * being.

This gives the clue to the right use of the
figure. There must be some excess of feeling
to justify it, if itis to be used with really
telling and convincing effect. One of the
counts in Wordsworth’s indictment of the
*¢ poetic diction ”’ of the eighteenth century
was the use of personification as a mere grace
or embellishment, a mere trick or habit, with-
out reference to the strength of the feeling to
be expressed. It was on thi3 ground that
‘Wordsworth objected to Cowper’s lines :

But the sound of a church-going bell
These valleys and rocks never heard ;
Never sighed at the sound of a knell
Nor smiled when a Sabbath appeared.

But it shows how relative all principles of
style are, that to thousands of good evangeli-
cals, such as Cowper himself was, this per-
sonification of the valleys and rocks would
appear perfectly natural, the appropriate ve-
hicle of a strong feeling.

The effect of personification in heightening
description has always been felt, and various
fashions or modes of the figure have prevailed
at different periods. It would take a treatise
words re, back, gme, and, pro forth, gue, and ; the words be-
ing compounded thus, regue, progue, pronounced ri-gue
proque.

*[Sen’shi-ent.] Having the faculties of sensation and
perception. Latin senfire, to p by the
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to follow them. The general remark may be
made that the literary effect decays as the
fashion spreads, each fashion in its turn be-
coming old-fashioned and vulgar,

And see when surly Winter passes off,

Far to the North, and calls his ruffian blasts,
His blasts obey and gnit the howling hill,
‘While softer gales succeed, at whose kind touch—

When Thomson wrote his * Seasons,’’ this
kind of thing was not too easy, but after a
generation or two the people tired of it.

A very similar fashion in prose was pop-
ularized by Dickens, who was a great mas-
ter of it, the fashion ef describing the ob-
jects of a landscape, the houses of a street,
the furnitureof a room, asif they were a com-
pany of human creatures, with individual ca-
prices, longings, likings, and antipathies,
Dickens generally practises this art as an ar-
tist, and uses it to harmonize thedetailsof his
pictures and expand and deepen the senti-
ment of his story, as, for example, in his de-
scription of the night-wind in the opening of
‘““The Chimes,’ or of hunger in the Saint
Antoine quarter in ‘‘ The Tale of Two Cities.”
But even in his hands this personification be-
came a mere trick or knack, and since his
time it has been as much a commonplace ele-
ment in novelists’ diction as it was in the
poetic diction of last century, a cheap orna-
ment put on without much regard to its suit-
ability.

LIFE IN MODERN ENGLAND.*
BY J. RANKEN TOWSE.

L

LTHOUGH Queen Elizabeth has been
A in her grave for nearly three hundred
years, the effects of her policy are even

yet apparent in the community which she
once ruled, and it is necessary to go back to
her reign to trace the origin of those different
forces which constitute the social system of
Modern England. In the popular mind her
fame is associated chiefly with the overthrow
of the Armada, a national triumph in which
shehad noconsiderableshare, whereas herreal
title to public gratitude and admiration lies
in the ability and energy which she dewnted
to the improvement, it would scarcely be too

—

*Special Course for C. L. 8. C Graduates

much to say the establishment, of civiladmin-
istration.

When she ascended the throne the whole
country outside the limits of the larger cities
and towns was in a condition of fearful disor-
der. The glut which had long prevailed in the
labor market had not yet been overcome by
the development of new industries and the
discontent among the laboring classes was
increasing rapidly, owing tothe constant evic-
tions and inclosures due to change in the
ownership of landed property. The great
middle class, which is the most solid and
powerful element in the social system of to-
day, had practically no existence or was
reprcsented bya few rich traders only, society
consisting in the main of the nobility and
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country gentlemen on the one side and a
horde of smallshopkeepers, mechanics, farm-
ers, and peasantry on the other. Every
country was overrun by bands of outlaws,
the natural product of civil war and anarchy,
who sustained themselves by open pillage
and were the sworn foes of all constituted
authority, or by sturdy beggars who did not
hesitate to take by force what was denied to
their importunities.

The most bloody and brutal means of re-
pression had been employed in vain against
these offenders, and were continued for some
time by Elizabeth. Instances are on record
where batches of fifty men were hanged to-
gether'and the magistrates complained of
the necessity of waiting for the assizes before
hanging as many more. There seemed to be
an idea that the shortest and simplest method
of insuring social order was by depopulation,
by making a solitude and calling it peace.
Thetwo classes of society, the prosperous and
the wretched, were arraigned against each
other almost in conditions of open hostility
and the stability of the government itself
was constantly threatened. It was in this
grave emergency that Elizabeth and her
council appointed a royal commission to in-
quire into the whole subject. The old laws
against vagrants and idlers were retained or
strengthened but a distinction was made
for the first time between vicious and disso-
lute idlers and the deserving poor whom
misfortune or sickness had brought to want.
Each town and parish was made responsible
for the relief of its own poor, and the justices
of the peace were authorized to assess all per-
sons who refused to contribute their fairshare
of the cost. A little later on additional laws
were passed defining more clearlythe distinc-
tion between the pauper and the vagabond,*
and houses of correction were established in
which compulsory labor was exacted from all
beggars and suspicious characters while the
power to levy poor rates was transferred
from the justices to the church wardens. Thus
was. established the parish system which
existed in England until a comparatively
short time ago. .

Notwithstanding the later abuses of ad-

* From the Latin vagars, to strollabout, to wander. It is
“a word whose etymology conveys no reproach. It denoted
at first only & wanderer. But as men who have no homes
are apt to b loose, teady, and reckless in their
habits, the term has degenerated to its present significa-
tion.”
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ministration which crept into it, this system
was productive of an incalculable amount of
good. It put an end to the social discontent
which threatened a new revolution, it has-
tened the restoration of order, and it large-
ly increased the industry and productive-
ness of the agricultural districts. The well-
to do, upon whom the burden of taxation
fell, soon perceived that it was to their inter-
est to furnish work for the unemployed, and
the vagabonds discovered that it was easier
and pleasanter to work for hire than to go to
jail and work upon compulsion. Many
causes combined to ameliorate the condition
of the laboring classes. The general pros-
perity of the country brought about large in-
vestments in land, and stimulated* improve-
ment in the methods of cultivation. As
farms increased in size and number more
hands were needed to work them, while the
rapid development of old and the introduc-
tion of new manufactures absorbed the sur-
plus agricultural population. The woolen
manufacture already had assumed great pro-
portions and the art of spinning yarn and
weaving of cloth, of which Flanders had
practically held a monopoly, spread from the
towns to the villages and hamlets. Every
homestead had its spinning-wheel and distaff,
and the housewives began to pride themselves
upon the excellence of their homespun. The
worstedt trade, centered in Norwich, extended
over all the eastern counties and the south
and west were full of mining and manufac-
turing activity, although there were signs
already of the impending trade revolution
which transferred so much wealth to the
north,

The growth of England’s commerce, mean-
while, was phenomenal. Her ships, mere
cockle-shells, compared with the leviathans
of the present date, penetrated to every quar-
ter of the globe, and London became the
market of the world. On its wharves could
be found the gold and sugar of the West, the
cotton of India, and the silks of the East.
The foundation of the Royal Exchange by
Sir Thomas Gresham, a great city magnate,
was one of the signs of the times. The dis-

$The Latin word stimul/us means a goad. Any thing
which excites or rouses to action, serves in a figurative
sense the same purpose as a goad, and hence is said to
stimulate.

t[Wust’ed ; the u takes the same sound it has in push.}
A twisted yarn, so named from Worsted, a town in Nor-
folk, England, where it was made.
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covery of Archangel was the beginning of
trade with Russia, while far to the south, on
the coast of Guinea, John Hawkins found a
yet more lucrative but abominable traffic in
the transport of negroes to America. With
each new year of peace the tide of wealth
flowed into the cities and the body of traders
increased in number and influences. The
leading merchants began to affect a luxury
beyond the reach of any but the richest no-
bility, while, in matters of state, their gold
conferred upon them an authority which they
had never before enjoyed. The merchant
companies which were formed to guard Brit-
ish mercantile interests in different parts of
the globe, wielded a power which was re-
garded with jealousy and even with alarm by
the high officers of the crown, and toward
the end of Elizabeth’s reign many charters
and monopolies were revoked by special legis-
lation on account of their absorption of the
national wealth.

All classes of the population felt the effect
of this prosperity. The consumption of wine,
hitherto used but rarely except in the houses
of the great, was quadrupled, and the agri-
cultural classes began to substitute meat for
the salt fish upon which they had subsisted
previously. The rough and wattled* farm-
houses of preceding generations, which would
not now be considered fit for human habita-
tion, were replaced by solid and comfortable
buildings of brick and stone, not a few of
which survive to the present day. Among
the yeomanry, small land holders forming a
connecting link between the more prosperous
farmers and the peasantry, the wooden
trenchers which had served the purpose of
their forefathers for centuries were discarded
for the pewter platters which remained in use
until displaced by the cheap crockery of mod-
ern times. It was mot uncommon, indeed,
about this period, to find pieces of silver
plate in the homes of some of the yeomanry.
Immense advances were made in the domes-
tic comfort which was the foundation of that
English home-life, concerning which so much
has been said and sung, and which is gener-
ally conceded to have exerted a most potent
influence in the formation of the national
character., The floors of the better farm-

® Made of interwoven branches. It is an Anglo-8axon
word, the original sense of which is, *‘ something twined
of woven together ; henceit cameto mean a hurdle woven
with twigs, or a bag of woven stuff; hence applied also
1o the baggy flesh on & bird’sneck.”
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houses were now adorned by carpets in place
of the rushes which had been the only cover-
ing hitherto. Chimneys, too, which as yet
had been exceedingly rare, were introduced
generally, and with them the attractions of
the chimney corner. Pillows, once despised
by the hardy villagers as effeminate, came
into general use and contemporary observers
began-to fear that the courage, hardihood,

and endurance of the race would disappear
with the rude and almost barbarous simplicity
of the past.

The change in the mode of living among
the wealthier classes—the nobles, the landed
gentry, and the merchant princes—was even
more marked. The establishment of more
intimate social and business relations with
foreign countries, resulted naturally in the
adoption of whatever was most attractive in
the foreign manner of life. This was especially
noticeable in the development of domestic
architecture both as regards external design
and interior arrangement and decoration.
The principal rooms for the reception and
entertainment of guests, which formerly had
ghared the ground floor in common with
the kitchen and other domestic affairs, were
raised to the second story in imitation of the
Italian fashion, and this of course led in due
time to the construction of those noble stair-
cases which are such striking features of the
entrance hall of the period. The appearance
of the principal English townshitherto mean
and monotonous in the extreme, underwent a
gradual transformation. The houses of the
merchants grew loftier and more pretentious
and were made picturesque by the addition
of gables and parapets*. Inside, the rooms
were decorated with wainscotingt of richly
carved oak, or even more costly woods, by
elaborate chairs and cabinets and tapestry
of the rarest handiwork. In the sleeping
rooms hitherto so bare and unattractive, soft
carpets and rich hangings began to appear
together with those mighty beds, huge in
size and elaborate in ornamentation in which

¢ [Par’s-pets.] ‘‘ In archseology, & wall or barrier, either
plain or ornamental, placed at the edges of platforms or
balconies, roofs of houses, sides of bridges, etc., to pre-
vent people from fallingover.” Asamilitaryterm which
was its first use, it was the name of & wall or rampart or
elevation of earth rising breast high to protect the soldiers
from the enemy. Itis derived from the Latin parare, to
guard, aud the Italian petto (Latin ;achu). breast.

+ [Wain’scot-ing.] A word of Teutonic origin,
a lining of boards for the walls of apartments, fashioned
in panel-work,
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the sleeper lay swallowed up in billows of
down.

The change in the character of the large
country houses was no less marked. With the
last traces of feudalism disappeared the battle-
ments which once converted homes into
castles. In their place appeared themagnifi-
cent halls which are still among the most
picturesque objects in English landscape.
Knowle, Langleat, Burleigh, Hatfield, Audley
End, and many others might be specified as
surviving examples of these mediseval palaces
wonderfully harmonious in their infinite
variety of turrets and gables, their oriel
windows* and decorated fronts, looking over
Italian gardens, with their terraces and foun-
tains, toward wide expanses of wood or
pasture land. The castle hall in which the
baron used to sit high above his retainers
had now vanished forever and the head of the
household retired with his family to his
parlor or ‘‘ with-drawing room *’ leaving the
hall to his servants. Thelord no longer rode
at the head of his retainers but traveled
luxuriously in a coach with outriders and foot-
men according to his degree, so that any one
might tell by the number and style of the
attendants whether the equipage was that of

anobleman, a squire, or a simple citizen,.

Glass esteemed in a previous generation as a
costly luxury, was now used withthe greatest
liberality and Lord Bacon in a fit ofconserva-
tism grumbled that he could not tell where to
go to be out of the sun or the cold.

The new spirit of luxury manifested itself
not only in the dwellings but in the dress of
' both men and women. A fashionable assem-
blage was a blaze of gold and jewels. The
enormous stomachers of the gentler sex,
hideously prolonged almost to the knees, were
embroidered with gold and precious stones,
while diamonds and emeralds, pearls and
rubies, flashed in their hair. The gentlemen
were no less splendid in their array of slashed
doublet and hose, the seniors in sober colors,
dark velvets, perchance trimmed with gold,
the juniors in silks and satins reflecting all
the hues of the rainbow and decked at every

® A large window in a recess, alargebay window, “In
Old French oriel and oriole are spelt alike, and hence can
be traced to the same source. The Latin word for oriole
i8 aureolus, golden or gilded. ... This explains at once
the use of the word ; it meant any portico, recess, or smail
room which was more private and better ornamented
than the rest of the building.” From this it came to be
specificaly used of the windows of little apartments
projecting outward from buildings.
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point with jewels worth many a broad acre.
Adventurers laden with the glittering spoils
of the far East or West were constantly re-
turning to their homes, and the spectacle of
treasures thus speedily and easily won en-
couraged a general prodigality. Forthe rich
there was a succession of splendid masques—
which, in cost and size at least, would dwarf
into insignificance the most elaborate spectac-
ular pantomime of to-day—of feasts, of tour-
neys, or of hunts ; while for the poor there was
bear-fighting, bull-baiting, boxing and wrest-
ling matches, and other kindred sports. It
was a fighting, drinking, gambling, love- -
making, reckless age, but the disease of
dissipation was not sufficiently prolonged or
general to weaken the great heart of the
nation.

It was the Italian manner that was most
affected in dress, speech, and etiquette, and in
each case it was exaggerated almost to the
point of burlesque. The arts of dancing and
fencing, both of which were carried to a high
point of excellence, were, doubtless, useful
accomplishments, but the formalities of ad-
dress and the minute distinctions of social
courtesies were more than a little absurd,
while the affectations of speech introduced
by John Lyly under the name of Euphuism,
were absolutely ridiculous. And yet the
court lady in the days of King James I. who
could not carry on a conversation in this jar-
gon was held to be little better than a savage.
The Euphuists have been caricatured very
effectively both by Shakspere and Sir Walter
Scott.

It must not be supposed that this luxury
and prodigality extended through all classes
of society, although, as has been said, the
effects of the general national prosperity
were felt in the remotest corners of the realm.
The great middle class was only just begin-
ning to arise and there was an immense gulf,
both socially and pecuniarily, between the
nobles and the country squires, and a still
wider between the merchants and solid
tradesmen and the mechanics and peasantry.
Even in that golden age of literature, the
veneer of civilization was neither broad nor
deep, being confined for the most part to the
ranks of the aristocracy. The diffusion of
even elementary knowledge was far from
general. The accomplishments of Elizabeth
herself, the only solace of her unhappy youth,

"would not have been considered remarkable

in any later age than her own, but stamped
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her as a prodigy of erudition.* Nor was she
backward in the display of her knowledge,
and the profoundest scholars and wisest
statesmen of the day were none too proud to
angle’ for her favor by permitting her to tri-
umph in argument or quotation, or in the so-
lution of riddles, rebuses, and acrosticst
which were among the pet follies of the day.
But this affectation of universal knowledge
on the part of her imperious majesty made
learning fashionable and gave an impetus to
scholarship and the arts which bore rare
fruit a little later on.

The true standard of education for the or-
dinary run of students, both in the schools and
universities, was attested sufficiently by the
degraded intellectual condition of the clergy,
and the dense ignorance prevailing among
the younger sons of the gentry, the smaller
squires, and farmers, and the whole world of
mechanics and tradesmen. It was the custom
to send the oldest son ofa great or rich family
to the continent to learn the social accomplish-
ments of France or Italy or to study for a
season in the more serious air of Germany.
But the great mass of fairly prosperous young
men and women could do little more than
read and write, and thought it no shame to
confess their illiteracy. The younger sons
of the country squires, if they could not
qualify themselves for admission into one of
the so-called professions, attached themselves
to the service of some great noble in modified
imitation of the old feudal times, offered their
swords to the highest bidder wherever fight-
ingwas going on, orjoinedsome expedition to
the Americas or the Indies wherethey practi-
cally led the lives of buccaneers}. Perhaps
they returned with riches which in thosedays
seemed almost fabulous, or left their bones to
whiten amid savages or at the bottom of the
sea. In the days of the Stuarts there was a
chance of regular military employment under

the crown, but the time of standing armies
. ters of their trade, with a good prospect of

had not yet arrived.

In the cities the common fate of youths was
to be bound apprentices, at a very early age,
to some tradesman or master mechanic who

¢ Leaming, -chohnhl\p. As a person in possession of
such stteinments has been polished by the implied dis-
ciplinme required, and freed from rudeness, a name con-
teining within itself this meaning was chosen; ¢, from,
out, and rudis, rude.

#{A-crostic.] A short poem in which the letters be-
gianing the tines spell aword. Greek, akros, outermost,
ficst, mad stidos, Tow, order, line.

§ S Tan CRAUTAUQUAN for December, page 34.
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was invested by law with an almost absolute
authority over them for varying terms of
years. The master was bound in his part to
instruct his apprentice fully in the secrets of
his handicraft, to feed and clothe him in a
befitting manner, and to look after his spir-
itual welfare. In every well-organized
family the working day began with private
family devotions, and in these the apprentice
was compelled to take part. On Sundays,
especially when Puritanism succeeded to the
lax habits of the Cavaliers, he followed his
master to church or chapel carrying a Bible
in one hand, and if he were a stout fellow, a
staff in the other wherewith to defend his
employer from robbery or insult. On week
days he arose with sunrise and labored until
sunset. Omne of his chief duties was to at-
tend to customers in his master’'s shop, an-
other was to guard the goods exposed in the
stalls which lined the streets, another to
stimulate business by directing the attention
of passers-by to the wares on exhibition.
Each apprentice had a set speech artfully
prepared in praise of the useful or ornamen-
tal articles at his disposal, and he was a for-
tunate lad who could tempt a buyer by some
timely stroke of wit or flattery. They
refaced their eulogies by cries of ‘ What
g'ye lack ? What d’ye lack ?’’ and in all lead-
ing thoroughfares there was a continuous
uproar which assumed the character of a riot
whenever a quarrel, an attempted robbery,
or some other cause furnished an excuse for
the shout of ‘“clubs,’”” which brought to the
scene of the disturbance every apprentice
within hearing.

The life of an apprentice bound to an ill-
tempered or tyrannical master, who held him
in practical slavery, was not a happy one,
but the training and the discipline were of
inestimable benefit to lads who had to make
their own way in the world. By the time
their indentures had run out, they were mas-

becoming substantial citizens in their turn.
It was from the ranks of the apprentices that
thegreat army of merchants wasconstantly re-
cruited, and it was the business skill acquired
in those weary months of servitude that gave
England her commercial pre-eminence.

The country, in the seventeenth century,
was slow to catch the fashions of the. town.
There were no railroads, telegraphs, newspa-
pers, or postal service, and communication
between different points was difficult and
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often dangerous. The roads were terribly
rough and infested in all secluded districts
by robbers, who flourished in spite of the
death penalty which was inflicted for the
smallest theft. The rich never traveled for
any considerable distance without a strong
escort of armed servants, and the country
gentry whenever they went abroad by night
took eare to be well mounted and armed.

It was only by chance through the agency
of some peddler or traveler that the news of
the city, the latest fashion, scandal, or vice,
reached the villages, whose inhabitants lived
on from year to year in patriarchal ignorance
if not in patriarchal simplicity. Luxuries
were to be found only in the mansion of the
lord of the manor, or the houses of the richer
squires. The farm-houses, even of the better
sort, were bare and comfortless, while the
homes of the laborers were squalid to a de-
gree. With the squires life meant a succes-
sion of hard riding and hard drinking. Deer
were gtill plentiful in the north, west, and
south and every cover was full of foxes. A
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day after the hounds and a night over the
bottle constituted in their eyes the sum of
earthly felicity. Their daughters were taught
to read and write, to cook and sew, and, per-
haps, strum a little upon the spinet, for the
occasional entertainment of their friends.
Their sons got most of their education in the
stables,

For the poorer classeg of the rural pop-
ulation life had few relaxations. Among
those were cock-fighting, dog-fighting, bull--
baiting, and now and then a boxing or a
wrestling match. Their chief dissipations
occurred at the annual fair with its Jack
Puddings,* jugglers, and quacks of every
description, and at Christmas, which by a
survival of ancient feudal custom, was still
a period of general and prolonged feasting.
T'-A buffoon who performs pudding tricks, such as
swallowing a certain number of yards of black-pudding.
8. Bishop observes that each country names its stage
buffoon from its favorite viand : the Dutchman calls him
Prickel-herringé; the Germans, Hans Wurst (John 8au-

sage) ; the Frenchman, Jean Mtage (John Porriage); the
Italian, Mac-a-ré’ni ; and the English, Jack Pudding.”

BRITISH AMERICA.

BY PROFESSOR A. P. COLEMAN, PH. D.
Of Victoria University.

HOST of sunny islands fringing the
A Gulf and Caribbean Sea, a foothold in

Central and South America, the lonely
Falkland Islands off Cape Horm, and the
cooler half of North America, make up Brit-
ain’s possessions in the New World, posses-
sions almost as large as Europe, and thirty
times the size of the British Isles, but with
scarcely 7,000,000 inhabitants.

That “‘river in theocean,’ the Gulf Stream,
separates Florida from the first of the British
West Indies, the Bahamas, whose coral reefs
and islands rising out of a shallow sea form
stepping-stones from the northern republic
of whites to the half barbarous republic of
blacks in San Domingo. Many of these
3,000 islets and islands are waterless and un-
inhabited ; only Andros, the largest, can
boast of running streams; and the only
good harbor is that of Nassau, the capital,
well-known for its delightful winter cli-
mate. One of the Bahamas, probably Wat-
ling Island, was the first land to greet the
anxious eyes of Columbus on that voyage

which so changed the history of the world.

Farther to the southeast the Lesser An-
tilles, chiefly belonging to Britain, sweep a
wide curve between Puerto Rico and the
mouth of the Orinoco, finishing the line of
stepping-stones between North and South
America, These small but beautiful islands
of volcanic rock edged with coral are divided
into two confederacies, the Ieeward Islands
to the north having their seat of government
in Antigua, and the Windward Isles to the
south with their capital in the least known
island, Barbados. Anvil-shaped Trinidad,
famous for its lakes of pitch, one of the lar-
gest and most prosperous of the British
West Indies, is really only a fragment of
South America cut off by a few miles of
shallow sea at the Serpents’ and Dragons’
Mouths

Last comes Jamaica just south of Cuba in
the Caribbean Sea,a noble island one hundred
and fitty miles long having in its center the
splendidly wooded Blue Mountains which
lift themselves 7,000 feet from the sea and
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give every wished-for climate, from the fever-
ish tropical plains at their foot to the tem-
perate mountain flanks with their cool
breezes. The largest of the British Antilles
isalso the most populous, having 600,000
inhabitants, nine-tenths of whom are colored,
even in the capital, Kingston, a city of more
than 40,000 people.

Two colonies are on the mainland, Balize,
a thinly peopled strip of coast-line east of
Yucatan ; and British Guiana wedged in be-
tween Venezuela, Brazil, and the Dutch
province of Surinam in South America. It
contains a hundred thousand square miles of
forest and savannah * a few degrees north
of the equator, peopled by a few thousand
white planters and a quarter of a million
darker skinned inhabitants, who cultivate the
hot but fertile coast-land. There are rumors
of gold mines along the disputed Venezuelan
frontier.

To people from the sober north thereisa
strange attraction in these gem-like islands
and luxuriant coasts of the Caribbean Sea
with their shores strewn with corals and ex-
quisite shells under blue tropic skies. A
strange intensity rules in their physical con-
ditions ; streaming vertical sunshine and
copious tropical rains clothe the soil with
rampant verdure decked with gaudy flowers
and fruits; tangled thickets of ferns and
shrubs and creepers fill the dells and climb
over the rocks, while graceful palms and
magnificent forest treesrise above, transmut-
ing the fierce sunghine into rich gums and
precious woods. But there is the violence as
well as the luxuriance of the tropics, for hur-
ricanes devastate forests and plantations,
earthquakes have shattered more than one of
their cities, and volcanic fires lurk in atleast
one of thefr mountains.

The early history of the West Indies is a
wild romance. For the professed love of God
and the real love of gold, these seeming
‘*isles of the blest’’ were turned into hells
by their ruthless Spanish conquerors, who
slaughtered or worked to death the ill-fated
Indians, replacing them by African slaves.
‘Then came the terrible but fascinating ex-
ploits of British seamen who won many of

®8pelled also without the & atthe end. A plain of
grass afiording pasturagein a rainy season. It was so
called from the Spanish word sadama, the nameofa
sheet for the bed, and also of a plain, probably from the
resemblance of a plain covered with snow to a bed
dreseed in white.

C-Apr.

the islands from the Spaniard ; and of the re-
lentlessly cruel buccaneers who cruised and
fought and plundered, and then found safe
hiding-places among the island mazes.

More settled times succeeded when plant-
ers grew rich from the toil of negro slaves or
of convicts shipped from England, and sent
eastward to the Old World full cargoes of su-
gar and rum and molasses until the seaports
of Jamaica and many a smaller island grew
proud and wealthy. But decline followed
prosperity when fifty years ago the slaves
were liberated throughout the empire and
the labor needful on the great plantations
was no longer assured ; and the decline was
hastened by the rise of the beet-sugar pro-
duction of France and Germany fostered by
bounties so as to offer a ruinous competition
with their chief staple.

For years past the West Indies have stag-
nated, for the attempts made to replace the
sugar-cane and tobacco-plant by coffee and
other tropical products were only partially
successful ; however, of late there are signs
of revival. In Jamaica, for instance, Amer-
ican enterprise is building railroads and
stimulating the trade in oranges, pine-
apples, and bananas with the great cities of
the United States. Jamaica even has the
courage to invite all nations to a World’s
Exhibition this winter in Kingston.

An interesting but unpromising feature of
the British West Indies presents itself in the
strange sources of its 1,600,000 people. The
original inhabitants are almost wholly lost
and their places taken by the descendants of
negro slaves reinforced by thousands of
coolies brought from the East Indies and
China under a system little better than sla-
very, thewhole mixed inall proportions with
the blood of profligate Europeans. In none
of the colonies do the white planters form
more than a small percentage, and it is
doubtful if men of northern races can ever so
acclimatize themselves as to thrive and in-
crease in the West Indies. These black and
brown and tawny races with their admix-
tures make poor material for the building of
anation in a land and climate which so tempt

toidleness. Under the circumstances Britain -

wisely holds these tropical possessions under
tutelage as crown colonies, with representa-
tive institutions indeed, but having their of-
ficials appointed and their finances con-
trolled largely by governors, who, unlike
their mistress, the Queen of England, rule
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as well as reign, and have more real power
than the elected representatives of the peo-
ple.

It is an immense stride from these tropical
isles whose dusky populations rest content
with easy poverty in a land of perpetual
summer to the extreme climate and hardy
people of Canada; and in fact the two re-
gions have nothing in common but thecrown
of Britain, and are separated by the greatest
nation in America, perhaps in the world, the
United States. England has, it is true, one
link between the tropics and her northern
realm, the naval station in the Bermuda
Islands, which lie in the Gulf Stream, six
hundred miles off Cape Hatteras, and are
connected by cable with Halifax. .

What is now British America bore the
picturesque names of Nouvelle France and
Acadie in the seventeenth century ; so that
but for Wolfe’s famous capture of Quebec in
1759 the United States might have had a
French America to the north as they have a
Spanish one to the south.

A quarter of a century ago British America
consisted of a fewscattered provinces and the
vast territory of Rupert’s Land, supposed to
bean Arctic waste fit only for the Indian
trappers and hardy voyageurs of the Hudson
Bay Company. In 1867, however, Upperand
Lower Canada* joined hands with Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick to form the Do-
minion of Canada. Prince Edward Island
on the east and British Columbia on the
west soon joined the others, and a new
province was formed (Man-i-to-bd”) bringing
up the number to seven. By purchase of the
rights of the Hudson Bay Company all
America north of the United States, with the
exception of Alaska, belonged to the Do-
minion ; and at present Newfoundland alone
remains outside of the confederation.

Canada united, began to feel herself a na-
tion, to explore her domain, to extend her
enterprises, to build railroads and push set-
tlements into the wilderness. What once
seemed ‘‘a few acres of snow’’ to the mon-
arch who lost it, has become an empire larger
than the great republic to the south, reach-
ing from the latitude of Rome to that of the
North Cape, and covering the parallels of all
the most prosperous nations of Europe, As
to climate, though Labrador is frigid from
the Arctic current washing its coasts, grapes

*gince named Ontarioand Quebec respectively.—A4. P. C,
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and peaches thrive in Ontario, and violets
bloom in January at Vancouver, for the Japan
Current is to Western America what the
Gulf Stream is to France and England.
Canada has no more Arctic territory tham
Europe, and little more than the United
States in Alagka.

A country that surpasses the rest of the
world in its area of fertile wheat land, in its
enormous pine forests, in its fisheries, inland
and marine ; a country with no end of well-
sheltered harbors on both oceans, with thou-
sands of miles of lake and river navigation
in the interior, and a merchant marine al-
ready standing fifth, if not fourth, in the list
of nations ; a country with the only valuable:
coal deposits to be found on the eastern and
western shores of America, and nearly a.
hundred thousand square miles of coal-field
underlying its prairies ; with excellent iron
ores in every province, with gold and silver
and copper in large amounts, and the largest
known deposits of nickel ore,—such a coun-
try as this must have a future,

It is no wonder that Canada has bridged
her immense distances by 13,000 miles of rail-
way, has joined her great lakes with the
ocean by ship canals and created lines of
steamers in the Pacific as well as the Atlan-
tic, giving the shortest routes between her
ports and the rest of the world, and provid-
ing the outlets needed by a great nation.

Wisely or unwisely a ‘‘national policy'”
has been inaugurated, placing heavy duties
on foreign manufactures in the hope of rais-
ing up home industries, a policy largely suc-
cessful, though possibly at too serious a.
cost ; and now, with something of a young
man’s exuberance and haste to possess and
enjoy, Canada looks into the future, eagerly,
hopefully, but not quite certain of its destiny.

Physically speaking, Canada is the oldest.
land under the sun ; for the immense curve
of Laurentian rocks surrounding Hudson
Bay, the great inland sea to the northeast,
was dry land when Europe was only a group-
of islands, and supplied the frame work
around which the rest of North America was.
molded, and the materials of which it was
built. This wide band of time-worn rocky
hills and lake-filled valleys, for the most part.
underinhospitable skies, if properly managed,
will be a8 now a home for fur-bearing ani-
mals, a region of ever-renewed forests, and in
its overlying Huronian rocks a rich mining
country ; but never of much value for agricul-
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ture. Paleozoic* rocks spread around its
marginin the eastern provinces and stretch
northwest toward the Arctic Ocean ; west of
them lies a broad triangle of coal-bearing
Mesozoict beds ; and still farther west, a con-
fusion of ancient and more recentstrataalong
the mountainous Pacific coast.

A traveler coming from Europe may enter
Canada at either of the rival winter ports,
Halifax in Nova Scotia or St. John’s in New
Brunswick, and visit first the three maritime
provinces, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and
Prince Edward Island, the smallest of the
Dominion, but enchanting to the lover of
picturesque sea-coasts, rushing salmonrivers,
and forest covered hills. They are peopled
by a a sturdy, handsome race of fishermen,
sailors, miners, and farmers.

Thence by steamer the broad Gulf of St.
Lawrence may be reached, passing by the
way New Foundland, which though a self-
governing colony almost as large as the state
of New York, has only 200,000 people winning
ascanty subsistence from the seal and cod-
fisheries along their own and the Labrador
shores, and especially on the famous Banks
to the southeast.

Steaming up the noble river with its moun-
tainous shores Quebec meets the view, the
most foreign and striking city in North
America with its quaint architecture, steep,
* crooked streets and towering citadel. Few
of its 65,000 people speak any thing but
French, and though third in size, it is the
least progressive city inthe Dominion. Ocean
steamers pass it by to end their voyage a
thousand miles from the Atlantic, at Mon-
treal, the commercial capital of Canada, a
city of 230,000 people, the majority French,
though the great business houses which make
it one of the wealthiest and most prosperous
cities of its size on the continent are English,
The province of Quebec contains a million
and a half souls, chiefly descended from the
60,000 French who were allowed to retain
their customs, privileges, and civil law after
the fall of Quebec, and now form a frugal,
prolific but unenterprising race, the most de-
voted Roman Catholics in the world.

Rast of Montreal, but within the province
of Ontario is Ottawa, the natural center of
the northern lumber trade and the political

$[Pi-1&5-251c.] Greek palaios, ancient, sde, life, See
“ Walks and Talks in the Geological Field,” in the course
of Required Readings, page 67.

1[{Mes-0251c.] Greek mesos, middle, and soe, life,
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capital of the country. Toronto, a rapidly
growing place of 170,000 population on the
north shore of Lake Ontario, contains im-
portant educational institutions and a pow-
erful press, giving it the intellectual lead in
the country. The province of Ontario con-
tains 2,000,000 inhabitants and is the most
favored part of the Dominion in resources
and climate, the great lakes to the south soft-
ening the winters and providing highways
for trade,

A voyage on those inland seas and twenty-
four hours by rail bring one out of the forest
region to the bustling prairie capital, Winni-
peg in Manitoba, beyond which extend half
a million square miles of grassy sea, rich with
the silt of vanished lakes, a region of bright
but cold winters and warm summers, some-
what troubled with summer frosts, but pro-
ducing large crops of the best hard wheat in
the world. As the Rockies are approached
in Alberta the warm Chinook* winds from
the Pacific temper the winter, so that cattle
on the ranches t feed at large the whole year
round. Northward from the prairies stretches
a little known land of great lakes and rivers,
one of them, the Mackenzie, longer than any
river of the Old World.

It is a startling leap from the flowery prai-
ries to British Columbia, a land of glacier-
laden mountains, of swift rivers up which
the salmon rum, of magnificent coniferous
forests, of gold mines, and of coal. From its
geaports, Victoria and Vancouver, the ter-
minus of the Canadian Pacific Railway, sail
ships and steamers down the coast to San
Prancisco and across the Pacific to far off Aus-
tralia and Japan.

Canada, vast as it is, contained in 1881 but
4,324,000 people, and is now estimated to
have a population of 5,000,000, among whom
are representatives of almost all European
nations as well as Chinese and Africans.
About a quarter are French, 300,000 German,
and the great majority of the remainder
British in origin ; while the United States has
contributed less than 80,000 for the hundreds
of thousands of Canadians it has received.

*[Chl-nook’.] The wind was so named because it
comes from the country of the Chinooks, a tribe of Amer-
ican Indians now living in Washington; this is the
leading ome of the tribes that are known as the Flat-
head Indians.

1 From the Spanish raxcho, a rude hut where herdsmen
live. Itis now used commonly as **the name of a large
farming establishment on which are many ranchos,; es-
pecially an establishment for rearing horses and cattle.”
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There are a few thousand Esquimaux in Lab-
rador and the far north ; and 108,000 Indians,
many of whom are settled as farmers and
more or less civilized. Canada has had no
Indian wars, though French half-breeds have
twice made trouble on the prairies.

In religion, Protestants of various denom-
inations far outnumber Catholics, except in
the province of Quebec ; and in regard to ed-
ucation free public schools are scattered
everywhere, leading up to high schools and
universities in the larger centers, so that il-
literacy is almost unknown among native
Canadians, and the average of intelligence
outside of the French province is high,

The central government of the federated
provinces making up the Dominion, consists
of a Governor-General, a Senate, and a House
of Commons ; the latter, which is elected by
a very wide but not universal suffrage, is the
real source of authority; for the Senate,
whose members are appointed for life by the
ministry in power, rarely throwsout a bill
passed by the Commons ; and the Governor,
appointed by the Queen, is guided by his
ministers like a constitutional monarch and
has no veto. Thepremier,* who is the head of
the party having a majority in the House,
and his ministers, chosen from the same party,
are the actual rulers of the country and guide
the deliberations of parliament. An adverse
vote dethrones them, however, and if they
are defeated in a general election, the reins of
power fall into the hands of the opposition
leader and his friends.

The Conservative party, which under the
shrewd leadership of Sir John Macdonald, has
been in power almost ever since the confed-
eration of the provinces, favors protection
and centralization ; while the Reformers, who
are in opposition, advocate provincial rights
and free trade or commercial union with the
United States. The ministry, under the
sanction of parliament, control the collec-
tion and disbursement of the revenues, ap-
point judges (who are not elective inCanada),

*| Pr&mi-er or prem’yer.] The French word for first,
chief, principal, Thetitle of the first minister of state,
the prime minister. ** This title of the British Premier, or
Prime Minister, now one of the highest dignity, was at
first a nickname given in pure mockery,—the statesman
to whom it was applied being 8ir Robert Walpole, as will
be seen by the following words spoken by him in the
House of Commons in 1742: ‘Having invested me with a
kind of mock dignity, and styled me a Prime Minister,
they (the opposition) impute to me an unpardonable

abuse of the chimerical authority which they only created
and conferred.’ ''—Richkard Grant Whils.

dispose of the small military force,* and man-
age the affairs of the countryas a whole. The
provincial legislatures deal with local mat-
ters, such as education and the disposal of
public lands ; but their acts, if ultra vires,t
may be vetoed by the Dominion government.

In the regulation of the tariff and all in-
ternal affairs Canada isan independent coun-
try, the suzerainty of Britain being shown
however by theright of appeal from Canadian
courts to the Queen’s Privy Council, by the
appointment of the Governor-General, and by
the want of the treaty-making power ; though
in the latter respect England has of late done
her utmost to furtherthe wishes of Canadians,
consulting the Dominion government in all
matters affecting their interests.

The immense extent and scattered popu-
lation of the Dominion have demanded heavy
expenditures on railways and canals, result-
ing in a public debt of about $250,000,000 ;
but at present the outlay is more than met
by the revenues, which are derived from ex-
cise and import duties, the latter much lower
than those of the United States, though in-
tended to be protective. In 1889 the imports
amounted to $115,000,000 and the exports to
$89,000,000, chiefly produceofthe farm, the for-
est, and the fisheries. Nine-tenthsof thiscom-
merce was with Great Britain and the United
States, the latter having the larger share.

Canadians are loyal to thegenerous Mother
Country, but yet cannot help asking them-
selves what is to be their future; for they be-
lieve that a country so healthful and rich in
resources, must steadily fill up with the
overflow from the crowded regions of
northern Europe and in time become a great
nation. The only serious danger threaten-
ing them is to be found in the alien race,
language, and religion of French Canada.

When Canada’s numbers increase, will she
still remain part of the glorious British Empire;
or will she add her provinces as fresh states to
the United States ; or will she work out her
destiny as an independent nation? What lies
in the future no man can tell ; but why should
there not be a universal English-speaking fed-
eration, the most populous, progressive, and
enlightened power in existence, whose energy
and moral force should impose peace upon
the world and bring war to an end forever?
Tﬁe volunteers number 37,000 of which 1,000 form
small permanent garrisons in a few fortresses. Theonly
British troops are connected with the naval station at

Ha'ifax.—4. P. C.
t Ultravives. Latin expression for beyond their power.



AN ENGLISH SEA-ROVER.

BY J. FRANKLIN JAMESON, PH. D.
Professor of History in Brown University.

N the earlier stages of society piracy is
regarded as an entirely reputable call-
ing. When Mentor and Telemachus, in

the Odyasey, arrive at Pylus, old Nestor asks
them, ‘‘Strangers, who are ye? Whence
sail ye over the wet ways? Onsome trading
enterprise, or at adventure do ye rove, even
as pirates, over the brine?’ With Nestor's
renown for courtesy, we may be sure that the
suggestion of piracy carried with it no inju-
rious imputation upon the character of his
guests. With our Saxon and Angle fore-
fathers, piracy was a matter of course;
‘‘ every one of them is an arch-pirate,” says
Sidonius Apollinaris. From the time when
these freebooters* landed in England, that
‘land has never been without courageous sea-
men, and hardly any generation has lacked
distinction in the annals of naval warfare or
maritime adventure, But maritime adven-
ture was, in all those ages, marked by some
traits hardly distinguishable from those of
what would now be called piracy.

The piratical impulse was in the English
blood, and must have a large place among
the causes which led to the brilliant increase
of maritime adventure under Elizabeth. An-
other cause was the series of wonderful

ical discoveries which had almost
atone stroke doubled the extent of the
known world, and had filled the European
mind with ardent desire for the mental and
material appropriation of the vast and mar-
velous regions thus thrown open to human
enterprise. Much credit, too, must be given
to the earnest and intelligent effort of Henry
VIIL to build up a powerful navy for the
protection of his island, much to the appre-
ciative, if niggardly, patronage of the Queen
herself, much to the enterprise of great mer-
chants and the enthusiasm of learned geo-
graphical students like Richard Hakluyt
[hak/loot]. Still another cause was the pres-
sure of population upon the means of sub-
®Seekers after plunder; pillagers. “The word free-
booter is not purely of English formation, but is rather
an imitation from a Dutch word meauing pirate. The
Dutch boefe becomes boot, in English, meaning, advan-
tage, mt' “iﬂ-"

sistence in England itself. Many younger
sons, with scanty expectations in the way of
inheritance, were glad to turn to the career
of maritime adventure; many landless or
unemployed men were glad to enlist with
them cnd follow the sea. As Spain and the
other Catholic powers grew more and more
formidable to Flizabeth, the loyal devotion
of her subjects joined with these various mo-
tives to incite them to attacks upon Spain
and her possessions. During most of her .
reign there was no open war with Spain. On
the contrary, there was nominal friendship.
But the privateering captains were not slow
to ive that the Queent and her Council
had no objection to their expeditions, pro-
vided they did not so openly violate the law
of nations as to create great embarrassments
for the government.

The voyages of the Flizabethan seamen
extended to almost every part of the world.
In the last days of Edward VI. Sir Hugh
Willoughby had perished in the northern
ice, and Richard Chancelor had made his
way through the White Sea to the country
and the court of the czar of Muscovy. Eliza-
bethans followed in their wake. Under
Frobisher and Davis they explored Meta
Incognita and Greenland and Hudson’s
Straits. With good Sir Humphrey Gilbert
they attempted the planting of Newfound-
land ; with Lane and White they went out to
Raleigh’scolony of Roanoke. They followed
the Portuguese and the Dutch to the East
Indies, and with James Lancaster’s wonder-
ful voyages began the English trade with
Java and Sumatra and Malacca. They went
with Hawking in the Solomon or the Jesus of
Lubeck to gather slaves upon the African
coast, or lay off Flores and Corvo to inter-
cept the annual silver-fleets that brought to
the king of Spain the wealth of Mexico and
Peru, or burned his ships in the harbor of
Cadiz. But most famous of all were the ad-
ventures that marked their freebooting ex-
peditions to the Spanish Main, and if we
attempt to follow the fortunes of a typical
sea-rover of that day, we will suppose that he
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directs his adventurous voyages to the New
World, lured on by fabulous tales of El
Dorado or by knowledge of the more sub-
stantial wealth which the Spaniards had de-
rived from their abundant provinces.

Most likely our rover is a West-country
man, No counties furnished so large a
number of the famous Elizabethan seamen
as Devon and Cornwall. Their rocky coast,
indented with mumerous inlets, was as.sure
to lead men to skill in navigation as that of
Norway or Greece, or that of Brittany op-
posite. An imaginative temperament and
an adventurous spirit were natural accom-
paniments of their partly Celtic blood. A
numerous and public-spirited gentry fur-
nighed leaders; and the wide Atlantic lay
temptingly before their doors. Rich mer-
chants of Barnstaple or Exeter provided the
rover with money to fit out his vessel ; or

. perthaps the town-corporation itself took a
share in the enterprise. There lies before me
a bit from the account-books of old Ply-
mouth :

More to hym [the Receiver] xxvjl. [i.e.,
£ 26] for money disbursed by hym this yere to
St Francis Drake knyght for the townes adven-
ture wth hym in this viage.

‘When the adventurer weighed anchor, we
may be sure the town fathers sped him on
his way with generous feasting and encour-
agement ; when he returned, he was hailed
with salutes of artillery at the town’s ex-
pense, as the same accounts show :

Item p4 for iiij" [£ 4] of powder spente at the
cominge in of St Fraunces Drake, iiij* vid [i. e.
48, 6d.].

Or perhaps the adventurer set sail from
London, dropping down the Thames amid
the acclamations of the crowd, loudly salut-
ing the Queen and court as he passed Green-
wich, and cheered by a message from her,
thanking the adventurer and bidding the
sailors be diligent and faithful servants to
their masters. At Gravesend he was per-
haps feasted by his friends, as Stephen Bur-
rough was by ‘‘the good old gentleman,
Master [Sebastian] Cabot, accompanied with
divers gentlemen and gentlewomen,’’ when
he set out in the Searchthrift for Nova
Zembla and the White Sea. The pictureisa
pleasing one:

Burrough says Master Cabot gave to the poor
most liberal alms, wishing them to pray for the
good fortune and prosperoussuccessof the Seasrch-
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thrifi ; and then, at the sign of the Christopher,
he and his friends banqueted, and made me and
them that were in the company great cheer;
and, for very joy that he had to see the toward-
ness of our intended discovery, he entered into
the dance himself among the rest of the young
and lusty company; which being ended, he
and his friends departed, most gently com-
mending us to the governance of Almighty
God.

The ship in which our adventurer sailed,
would seem to us a small one'in which to
face the storms of the Atlantic. Frobisher's
largest vessel was of two hundred tons, and
he made his first voyage to the northern
straits in two little barks of twenty-five tons.
The largest of the vessels in which Gilbert
went to Newfoundland was oune of one hun-
dred and twenty tons ; the Sgusrvel, inwhich
he was lost on the return voyage, was of
only ten. Of the ships in which Sir Richard
Grenville took Raleigh’s colony to Virginia,
the largest were of one hundred and forty
tons. The Golden Hind, in which Drake
sailed around the world, was of only one hun-
dred tons. As ships were then constructed,
this means that that famous wvessel was
hardly more than fifty feet long !

The construction of ships of that time has
been made familiar to Americans by many
pictures of the Mayflower. They had lofty
poope and forecastles, but were low amid-
ships. Their two or three masts were mostly
fitted with square sails. Broad and stout,
they were built for strength more than for
speed; yet the experience of the fight
against the Armada and of many other bat-
tles showed that they were much faster than
the huge, unwieldy Spanish galleons. The
outfit of the vessel was almost altogether
obtained at the port from which she sailed.
Plain and sailor-like appointments were
usually all that could be aftorded. But the
Elizabethan captain shared his queen’s taste
for luxury and magnificence, and occasion-
ally gratified it even on shipboard, especially
if he had already made some successtul voy-
ages. So, we are told, it was with Sir
Francis Drake’s outfit for his voyage around
the world.

If the voyage were toward the West Indies
or the Spanish Main, the ships frequently
would put in at the Azores for water and
fresh provisions, or at some other of the
island groups of the eastern Atlantic. Even
though their errand of depredation on Span-’
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ish commerce was more than suspected, they
seldlom failed, by threats or persuasion, to
obtain what they desired from the islanders.
Perhaps they sailed thence to the west coast
of Africa, and eagerly gathered up a troop of
negroes, by capture or by purchase from
merauding chieftains, to be sold as slaves in
Cuba or Hispeniola. No cargo, English-
men knew, would be more welcome to the
Spanish colonists, in spite of King Philip’s
strict orders prohibiting such trade. More
commonly, * however, the adventurer pro-
ceeded directly westward from the Azores,
hoping on the way to encounter some rich
galleon from Mexico or the Isthmus and ob-
tain at the very outset a prize which should
make all the adventurers rich. It is aston-
ishing to' see the audacity with which the
little English vessels attacked these

argosies with portly aail,
Like signiors or rich burghers on the flood,
Or, as it were, the pageants of the sea.

In one of his earlier voyages, Sir Francis
Drake and his men, in three pinnaces so
small that they had been stowed away in
Ppieces on board one of his little ships, sailed
up to a great Spanish ship in the harbor of
Cartagena, solarge that they found difficulty
in climbing up her sides, took possession of
her, drove the Spaniards below, cut the ca-
bles, and in mere bravado towed her up under
the guns of the fort and left her there. Cav-
endish, in the Desirve, one hundred and
twenty tons, and the Consent, sixty tons, at-
tacked and captured, off the coast of Califor-
nia, a great galleon, the Sanfa Anna of seven
hundred tons burden, laden with spices and
rich treasure from the Philippine Islands.
Later, near Manilla, he captured a Spaniard,
and sent him with a message to the Spanish
governor, to the effect that he should come
again with ample force in a few years’ time,
when he should expect the enemies of God
aud man to have ready an abundant store of
wealth for him to seize !

If the adventurer lands upon one of the
West Indian islands or on the Spanish Main,
we see the same audacious courage and often
the same marvelous success. Rich cargoes
of gold and silver, pearls and emeralds, sugar,
cochineal, and hides, were brought back to
delight the hearts of merchant-adventurers
in London or Exmouth or Devonport. The

gains of Drake’'s expedition to the West In- .

dies in 1585 and 1586 amounted to sixty thou-
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sand pounds sterling. From Hawkins' sec-
ond West Indian voyage he and the friehds
who helped him to fitit out obtained a profit
of sixty per cent upon theirinvestment ; and
this was ostensibly simply a trading voyage.
In 1572 Drake, with seventy-three men, mak-
ing a bold dash at Nombre de Dios, on the
Isthmus, almost succeeded in capturing a
treasure estimated at a million pounds ster-
ling, contained in the treasure-house there,
‘‘wherein the golden harvest brought from
Mexico and Peru to Panama was hoarded up
till it could be conveyed into Spain.” Asit
was, he and his men held all the region
around in terror for months, and finally re-
turned to England unmolested by the most
powerful monarchy in the world.

But English pluck and audacity were not
always rewarded with success. In 1567 Sir
John Hawkins, with the Jesus of Lubeck, the
Minion, and four smaller vessels, sailed
boldly into the barbor of Vera Cruz, whete
were twelve ships lying in port, with cargoes
amounting to £200,000 in gold and silver.
Scarcely were the Englishmen established in
possession of the harbor, however, when a
fleet of thirteen great ships of Spain appeared
in the offing, having on board the new vice-
roy of Mexico. The English commander
haughtily refused him entrance into his own
port. An amicable agreement was made,
however, and the Spaniards sailed in. But
scarcely two days had passed when, in the
early morning, the Spaniards attacked the
English from their ships and their land fort-
ifications at once. All day long the fight
raged. Finally the Minion and one of the
smaller vessels escaped ; the other four were
wrecked or taken by the Spaniards. The
Minion was badly damaged and so over-
crowded that famine ensued.

Finally Hawkins felt obliged to put one
hundred or half of his company ashore, that
the rest might reach home. The poor men
who were abandoned on the shore of the Gulf
wandered for many days through pestilential
morasses, attacked and stripped of clothing
by Indians, torn by the brambles, and
plagued almost to madness by mosquitoes.
At last they came to a Spanish town, whence
they were driven to Mexico in chains. There
they were imprisoned, or hired out as slaves.
‘When the Inquisition was established, a few
of them were burnt, and some were sent to
the galleys. Many adventurous attempts to
escape were made, followed often by recap-
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ture and still more cruel sufferings. Nearly
all died in Mexico. A few died or were burned
in8pain. One, making an almost miraculous
escape, reached England in 1582. Another,
Job Hartop, managed to reach England in
1590, twenty-three years after he had been set
ashore in Mexico. During this time he had
suffered imprisonment in Mexico two years,
in the Contractation House in Seville one
year, in the Inquisition House at Triana one
year, He had been in the galleys twelve
years, in the Everlasting Prison four years,
and had been for three years the menial ser-
vant of a Spanish gentleman. And he that
will know more of what a sea-rover might
have to suffer, let him read the narratives of
Miles Philips and Job Hartop in the third
volume of Hakluyt's Voyages.*

The story of such sufferings as these, self-
provoked though they in large measure were,
served only to add fuel to the English hatred
of Spain. As public feeling rose, Elizabeth
ventured on acts of more and more open hostil-
ity, until finally theexecution of Mary Queen
of Scots, coming at the end of a long series of
causes of conflict, brought upon England the
dreaded Armada. The repulse of that for-
midable armament was largely achieved by
the sea-dogs who had won fame in the expe-
ditions we have described. In respect to or-
ganization, however, it was the work of the
royal navy, and not of those irregular en-
terprises which form our especial subject.
‘We leave its story, therefore, to be read in the
glowing pages of Froude or of Motley ; but
we may properly speak of Drake’s famous at-
tack upon the Armada the year before,

Already in the early part of the year 1586 it
was known to Englishmen that the King of
Spain was making great preparations for a
naval invasion of their country. Sir Francis
Drake was eager to follow up his exploits in
the Spanish colonies by a direct attack upon
Spain itself, or in his own picturesque phrase,
‘‘ to singe King Philip’s beard.”” With four
ships and two pinnaces lent by the Queen,
and about twenty more largeand small crafts,
Drake set out from Plymouth, with devout
prayers to God, for the spoliation of the Span-
ish Antichrist. On a Wednesday afternoon

¢ Besides Hakluyt and Purchas, very useful books are
Fox Bourne's English Seamen under the Tudors, Bar-
row’'s Naval Worthies of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, and
Payne’s‘‘Voyagesof the Elizabethan Seamen.” Kingsley's
novel, ‘** Westward Ho!” gives a wonderfully interesting
and vivid picture of the times.—/. F. /.
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in April his fleet came in sight of Cadiz, the
greatest port of Spain. Drake in a Ietter to
Walsingham said :

There we found sundry great ships, some la-
den, some half laden, and some ready to be
laden with the king’s provisions for England.
I assure your Honor the like preparation was
never heard of, nor known, as the King of
Spain hath and daily maketh to invade Eng-
land. His provisions of bread and wines are so
great as will suffice forty thousand men a whole
year, which if they be not impeached before they
join, will be very perilous. Our interest there-
fore is, by God’s help, to intercept their meetings
by all possible means we may, which I hope
shall have such good success as shall tend to the
advancement of God’s glory, the safety of her
Highness’s royal person, tke quiet of her coun-
try, and the annoyance of the enemy.

Here then was the prey. Its destruction
would probably delay for a year the dreaded
assault upon the Protestant Queen and her
island kingdom. What followed must rank
as one of the most marvelous achievements
of this age of marvels. Drake was in the
road of Cadiz on his errand some thirty-six
hours at most. Within that short period, he
and his twenty-five little vessels sank a Bis-
cayan ship of one thousand two hundred
tons, burnt the one thousand five hundred
ton ship of the Marquis of Santa Cruz, King
Philip's high admiral, destroyed thirty-one
other ships of one thousand, eight hundred,
six hundred, four hundred, and two hundred
tons apiece, removing the most valuable por-
tions of their cargoes, and carried away with
them four ships laden with provisions. The
vessels destroyed had in the aggregate a ton-
nage twice as great as that of Drake’s whole
fleet, and the loss of stores, to the King of
Spain and his subjects, was estimated at half
a million ducats,* or nearly three-quarters
of a million dollars. The Spanish force in
the harbor was twice as great as Drake’s in
number of vessels ; in number of men and
guns it was four or five times as great, for
many of the great Spanish galleys were twice
or thrice as large as the largest of Drake’'s
ships ; and forty galleys from neighboring
ports were sent to join in the attack upon it.
Throughout the whole fight Drake lost only
one small vessel, which had but five English-

* These coins were so called from the Latin legend on the
early 8icilian pi which, tr d, reads, ‘‘ May this
duchy [ducat-us) which you rule, be devoted to thee, O
Christ,”
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men on board. After this tremendous ex-
ploit, he withdrew in good order, and cruised
in a leisurely way along the coast of Spain,
plundering and destroying-everywhere. On
the way home, he fell in with and captured
the Sam Felipe, ‘‘the King of Spain’s own
ship come from the East Indies, and the
greatest ship in all Portugal, richlyladen.’”
Finally he returned to England, having in a
little voyage of twelve weeks inflicted unex-
ampled damage on the most dreaded power
in Europe, and won an almost unexampled
amount of booty.

Even after the destruction of the Armada,
the work of the sea-rovers went on, especially
in and around the Azores. It was here, in
1591, that gallant Sir Richard Grenville won
imperishable glory in the famous last fight
of the Revenge. Finding himself face to face
with fifty-one Spanish vessels, nearly all of
them twice or three times as large as the Re-
venge, he refused to flee, and proudly resolved
to force his way through the Spanish squad-
ron. From three o’clock in the afternoon
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until daybreak the next morning, Grenville
and his handful of men fought with heroic
courage against these overwhelming odds,
and when at last all the powder was gone,
and nearly all the men had been slain or
wounded, Grenville, mortally wounded but
still proudly refusing to surrender, was borne
on board the Spanish admiral’s ship. There
attended with reverent admiration by the
Spanish officers, he lingered two or three
days and then died with these memorable
words upon his lips:

Here die I, Richard Grenville, with & joyful
and a quiet mind, for that I have ended my life as
a good soldier ought to do, who has fought for
his country and his Queen, for honor and re-
ligion. Wherefore my soul joyfully departeth
out of this body, leaving behind it an everlast-
ing fame, as a true soldier who hath done his
duty as he was bound to do.

Such were the men, and such the exploits,
by which the naval greatness of England was
founded.

SUNDAY READINGS.
SELECTED BY BISHOP VINCENT.

[Aprils.]
LIFE A GAIN.

Icame that they may have life, and may have it abun.
dantly.—8t. John, x. 10.

HERE is a strange question that has
come under discussion of late,—a
question symbolizing the audacity of

the age and something of its lack of rever-
ence,—namely, ‘I8 life worth living ?"’ The
book that made it a title is nearly forgotten,
but the question still enters into the specula-
tions of the schools and into the common
talk of men. It seems strange that any one
should ask the question in soberness and
sincerity, and as though it were debatable,
until we recollect that a philosophy has won
for itself recognition that has for its main
thesis that life is mof worth living because
this is mot only a bad world, but the worst
possible world. It is not difficult to detect
the genesis of this brave philosophy. So
soan ag one begins to doubt the goodness of
God, or to suspect ever so vaguely that God
is aot infinitely good, one begins to doubt if

..'-l'i B

life has much value. So soon as thereisa
suspicion that there is not an eternal good-
ness behind and under life, it changes color
and grows cheap and poor.

It happens just now that in several direc-
tions the goodness of God, or, at least, the
proofs of it are being questioned. The phi-
losopher is still stumbling over the problem
of the ages, the existence of evil, with partial
but not entire relief in the doctrine of evolu-
tion ; the wky is simply carried further back.
The scientists, many of them, are saying
that for their part they see no clear evidence
of a creating goodness ; see much indeed that
looks in an opposite direction, or simple in-
difference, to happiness. The reactions of
an intense age, and the revelations of mo-
tives in a state of society in which there is
no secrecy, an age strong in analysis but
weak in synthesis, favor the same tendency.
Suddenly, the world seems to have discov-
ered that it suffers, and that man is gelfish ;
it can dissect life with alarming accuracy, but.
it has not yet learmed to put it together.
‘When there i8 doubt as to the source, there
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will be doubt of the value of whatever flows
from it. If God is not good, His greatest
gift may not be good. If the infinite force
does not act beneficently, no inferior force
can evolve any good.

A philosophy that flies in the face of the
existing and the inevitable, forfeits its name.
And a philosophy which, having found out
that life is undesirable, proposes to get rid
of it,—the position of the pessimist-school,
namely, to educate the race to the wisdom of
universal and simultaneous suicide,—has, at
least, a difficult matter in hand, the end of
which need not awaken concern. There is
some other issue before mankind than self-
extinction. Life may get to appear very
poor and worthless, but the greater pdrt will
prefer to live it out tothe end. Great nature
has us in hand, and, while allowing us a cer-
tain liberty, and even wildness of conduct,
has barriers beyond which we cannot go.
‘ You may rail at existence,” she says, ‘“but
you cannot escape it.”’ It may be impossi-
ble to escape by what is termed self-destruc-
tion. We were not consulted as to the be-
ginning of existence; it may be that we can
have no voice as to its end. We may throw
ourselves over the battlements of the life
that now holds us, but who can say that we
may not be seized by the mysterious force
that first sent us here, and be thrust back
into this world, or some other no better, to
complete an existence over which we have
no power? If a malignant or indifferent
force evolved human existence, it is probable
that, by reason of these very qualities, it will
continue this existence; were it to permit
extinction it would violate its own nature.
If existence is so wretched that extinction is
desirable, it is necessary to suppose a good
God in order to be certain of attaining it;
no other would permit it. But will He not
rather deliver from the misery and preserve
the life?

That there are gains and losses, wrought
even into the texture of life, there is no
question, but which are in excess, is a mat-
ter of debate. That multitudes make life a
waning process through evil, there is no
doubt.. The real question is, Is life go or-
ganized that it is a process of gain rather
than loss, with the further question if the loss
does not subserve the gain ?

[April 12.]

" Let us, if we can, make a comparative esti-
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mate of the loss and gain as we pass our
allotted years.

1. We lose the perfection of physical life,
its grace and exuberance. The divineness of
childhood, the exultation in mere existence,
the splendor of youth, the innocence that
knows no guile, the faith that mnever
questions, the hope that never doubts, the
joy that knows no bounds because the limit-
ations of life are not yet reached,—these all
pass away. ‘‘But are not these immense
losses ?”’ we say. ‘‘What can be better or
greater than these?’ In a certain sense
there is nothing better or higher, but these
qualities are not properly our own ; they are
colors laid on us, divine instincts temporarily
wrought into us, but not actual parts of us;
they fall away from us because they are not.
Yet they are not wholly and forever lost ;
they recede in order that we may go afterand
get firmer hold of them. The child is guile-
less by nature—the man because he has
learned to hate a lie. The child is joyous, it
knows not why—God made it 80 ; it is Na-
ture’'s joy rather than its own ; but a man’s
joy is the outcome of his nature reduced to
harmony,—thought, feeling, and habit work-
ing under personality to the same end. One
is necessarily ephemeral, the otheris lasting,
because it is the product of his own nature ;
it may not be so complete and divine of
aspect, but it has become an integral and
permanent factor of the man. The loss,
therefore, is not 8o great as it seems; it is
rather a transformation.

2. We lose, in time, the forceful, executive
qualities. We no longer undertake enter-
prises of pith and moment, or take on heavy
responsibilities, Old men do not explore
unknown continents, or learn newlanguages,
or found new institutions, or head reforms,
or undertake afresh the solid works of the
world ; the needed energy is gone, but not
necessarily lost; it may have been trans-
muted, as motion is changed into heat and
light.

3. When we come to mental qualities,
there is smaller loss. It is sometimes
thought that the imagination decays with
years, but it rather changes its character. In
youth it is more erratic, and may better be
named as fancy; in age it is steadier and
more subservient to the other faculties, en-
tering into them, making the judgment
broader, the sense of truth keener, and bring-
ing the possibilities of truth within reach of
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thought. In the greater minds the imagina-
tion rather grows than lessens. Sophocles,
Milton, Goethe, lead a vast host of poets and
philosophers who never waned in the exer-
cise of this grandest faculty. It is to be
doubted if there is such a thing as decay of
mental power. When one is tired one can-
not think, words come slowly, the thread of
discourse is easily lost, memory is dull, the
judgment loses its breadth, the perception its
acuteness ; but a few hours of sleep restore
the seeming loss. So what seems decay may
pertain only to the age-wearied flesh ; the
mind is still there, as it was in wearinessand
sleep, with all its strength and stores. Itis
true that in the years of middle life, there is
acertain thoroughness and intensity in all
things done or thought, that comes from
strength, but the judgment is not so sure,
the grasp is not so comprehensive, and the
taste 8o correct, as later omn.

This, then, seems to be the sum of the
losses sustained in life ; a certain natural or
elemental divineness of early childhood not
to be kept as such, but to be lost as a divine
gift, and reproduced as a human achieve-
ment ; the bloom and zest of youth ; the en-
ergy and force of maturity, and certain fea-
tures or sides of our mental qualities. But
we detect no loss of moral qualities, and but
little of mental. The order is significant;
the physical changes utterly, the mental
partially, the moral not at all, if the life is
normal.

[April 19.]

What now do we gain as life goes on ?

1. This evident progress from the lower to
the higher must be accounted a gain. It
does not matter Low this progress is made,
whether by actual loss of inferior gualities
supplanted by higher, or by a transformation
of forces, though the latter is more in accord
with natural science, which asserts that force
is indestructible—an assertion of tremendous
scope of inference ; for if force is indestructi-
ble, it must have a like basis or medium
through which it acts ; thus it becomes a
potent argument for an unending life. How-
ever this be, each phase of existence is so
beautiful that we are loath to see it yield to
the next ; still it is a richer stage that comes
on. A mother, enraptured with the perfect
beauty of her babe, wishes, with foolish fond-
ness, that she might keep it a babe forever,
yet is content to see it unfold its larger life,
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and “round to a separate mind.” None of
us would choose, if we might, to go back to
any previous phase, and stay there. Wemay
long for the innocence of youth, but who
would take it with its ignorance—for the zest
of youth, but not at the expeuse of imma-
turity ; for the energy of mid-life, but not at
the cost of the respose and wide wisdom of
age. :

2. Though we lose energy and courage and
present hope, we gain in patience, and, upon
the whole, suffer less. It is glorious to defy
fortune with strength, but it is better to be
able to bear fortune with patience. We are
under illusion while we are pitting our en-
ergy against the forces of the world, but
when at last we can say, ‘‘Icannot conquer
but I can endure,” we are no longer acting
under illusion but in true accord with the
might and majesty of our nature. Ulysses
could not contend against the tempest, but
he was superior to it when

He beat his breast, and thus reproached his
heart:
Endure, my heart ; far worse hast thou endured.

¢ Man is but a reed,”” says Pascal, ‘' but heis
a thinking reed ; were the universe to crush
him he would still be more noble than that
which kills him, for he knows that he dies,
and the universe knows nothing of the ad-
vantage it has over him.'’ This elaborated
patience and knowledge of one’s relations to
life, is an immeasurable gain over the un-
tested strength and false measurements of
our earlier years.

3. We makeanother gain as thought grows
calm, and the judgment is rounded to its full
strength, Knowledge becomes wisdom.
Passion and prejudice pass away from our
estimates. And especially we gain in com-
prehensiveness and so lose the spirit of par-
tisanship. This not only renders age valua-
ble to the world, but it is a comfortable
possession ; it is a deliverance from the small
tempests that fret the surface of life. Then
only, truth feeds the mind with its unalloyed "
sweetness.

4. There is a great gain in the later years
of life, in certain forms of love and sympa-
thy. The passion of early love, its semi-
selfishness, and the restriction and prejudice
of early sympathy, pass away, but love itself
remains in all its strength, purer, calmer,
more universal. It takes on a yearning
quality, it pities, it forgives and overlooks,
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it bears and hopes and forgets, and so is like
God’s own love. Early love is intense but
it is without kpowledge, but that of ageis
calm and broad because it is wise. Espe-
cially does the grace of charity belong to full
years. The old are more merciful than the
young ; they judge more kind y and forgive
more readily. Hence they are poor disci-
plinarians, but their fault is rather their vir-
tue; they are not called to that duty. This
changing and expanding form of the su-
preme principle of our nature has great sig-
nificance in the guestion before us. At no
time are we let from under its power ; at first
an instinct, then a conscious passion for one,
but blind ; then a down-reaching tenderness
for children, wiser and more patient; then
an out-reaching to humanity, moved by con-
science and guided by knowledge; and at
last a pitiful, universal sympathy that allies
itself to the Eternal Love. Here is a gain
that is simply immeasurable, spanning the
breadth between the unconscious instinct of
the child and the method of God’'s own
heart.

There is also in advanced years a mingling
and merging of the faculties, one in another.
Thought has more faith in it and faith more
thought ; reason more feeling and feeling
more reason ; logic and sentiment melt into
each other; courage is tempered with pru-
dence, and prudence gets strength and cour-
age from wisdom; joys have in them more
sorrow and sorrows more joy; if it has less
zest it touches the mind at more points,
‘while sorrows lose their keenness by falling
under the whole range of faculties. An old
man does not feel the same rapture before
a landscape as one younger, but he sees it
with more eyes, so to speak ; his whole na-
ture sees it, while the youth regards it with
only the one eye of beauty. This united ac-
tion of the mind, this co-operation of all the
faculties, is something far higher than the
disjointed experiences of early life, It islike
the action of the Divine Mind in which every
faculty interpenetrates every other, making
God one and perfect. And in man, it is an
intimation that he is approaching the Divine
Mind, and getting ready, as it were, for the
company of God.

[April 26.]
Life is a fire, yet not to blast and reduce to
ashes, but to fuse. It takes a vast assem-
blage of qualities and faculties most unlike

SUNDAY READINGS.

and often discordant, and reduces thém first
to harmony and then to oneness. Consider
how man is made up ; under a simple bond
of self-consciousness a set of qualities not
otherwise related, warring against each
other; good and evil passions, selfishness
and love, pride and humility, prudence and
folly, mental faculties 8o unlike at first as to
antagonize each other; the logical faculty

opposed to imagination, reason to sentiment, -
the senses demanding one verdict and the
conscience another,—such a world is man at
the outset. Life is thereconciliation of these
diversities and antagonisms; the process
may be attended by apparent loss, but only
apparent. The law of the conservation of
forces holds here as in the physical world.

-In the fire of life, the form is melted away

from each quality, but only that their forces
may flow together and be fused into one gen-
eral force that shall set toward the Eternal
Righteousness. Thus there comes on that
process and condition of life which is called
a mellowing. When the growth is normal
and is unhindered by gross or deep-seated
sin, a change or development takes place in
nearly all that is well described by this word.

The man ripens, his heart grows soft, he
speaks more kindly. A rich autumnal tint
overspreads his thoughts and acts. He
looks into the faces of little children with a
brooding tendermess. He finds it hard to
distingnish between the faults and the vices
of the young. He hates no longer any thing
except a lie, and that because it contradicts
the order into which he hascome. Hedraws
no sharp, condemnatory lines about conduct,

but says to all offenders, ‘‘Go and sin no
more.” His pride dies away ; he no longer
cherishes distinctions, but talks freely with

the humble and has no awe before the great ;
he forgets his old notions of dignity, and is
a companion with his gardener or with the
president. This state is sometimes regarded
as weakness, and as though it sprang from
dulled faculties, but it is simply the moral
qualities come into preponderance, or rather
the equilibrium of all the forces. Life has
ripened its fruits, and the man begins to feel
and act like God. Something of the divine
patience and charity and wisdom begin to
show in him, and we now see why God made
him in His own image, and gave him his life
to live. If life can start at the point of mere
existence, and thence grow up into likeness
to God, it is worth living. And if life



THE REFERENDUM IN SWITZERLAND.

reaches so far, we may be sure it will go on.
If it gets to the point of laying hold of God,
and begins to feel and act like God, it will
never relax its hold, it will never cease from
action 80 esgsentially and eternally valuable,
There is the same reason for the continued
existence of such a being as of God Himself ;
that which is like the Best must, for that
very reason, live on with the Best. We can
1o more conceive of God suffering such an
one to go out of existence than that a good
father would put to death his child most like
himself because of the likeness.

This line of thought has force only in the
degree in which life is normal, but the fact
that it is not wholly such doea not break up
or foil the divine intention wrought into it.
For there is a provision in humanity against
its own failures. Life of itself may not reach
its proper fullness, but One is in humanity
who i8 redeeming it from its failures and fill-
ing its cup even tooverflow. Nor is the sad-
ness of age an indication of real loss ; it may
have another meaning :

The clouds that gather round the setting sun,

Do take a sober coloring from an eye
That hath kept watch o’er man’s mortality.

It may be a wise provision for attenuating
the thread that holds us to this world. The
main feature of life is not its sorrow or its
joy, noreven its right or wrong doing. Its
main feature is that, starting at the bare
point of existence, it grows with such stride
and rapidity that it yields first a person, and
then reaches up to God, into whose affinities
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and likeness it enters as a partaker. The
space between the infant and a mind walk-
ing in conscious oneuness with God marks a
gain so immense, 8o rich and wonderful, that
we cannot measureit. It is from sucha
stand-point that the value of life is to be es-
timated, and not from the amount of sorrow
and happiness, nor from any failure through
evil. What is evil when there is a soul of
goodness in all things? What is sin when
it is redeemable? What is a little moreora
little less of suffering when such gain is pos-
sible? What are toils and what are storms,
when such a port is to bereached? Theplan
seems almost indifferent to happiness and to
evil, utilizing one and contending againat
the other, while it presses steadily toward
this gigantic gain, the growth of a soul from
simple conaciousness into God-likeness,

It is somewhat the fashion now to derogate
from the dignity and glory of life. There is
doubt that it leads to any thing besides its
own end ; a weakened sense of God suggests
a poor and low estimate of it. ‘‘Let us eat
and drink, for to-morrow we die,” is a senti-
ment that hovers in theair. There is noway
to prevent it from becoming the watchword
of society, but by a fresh incoming of faith
in God as the Father of men and the Or-
dainer of life with its laws and ends,—facts
not left to the waywardness of our human
reason, but revealed in a true Son of God who
incarnated the full glory and perfection of
life, and makes it abundant for every other
child of God.—Abéridged from  The Freedom
of Faith,” by Theodore T. Munger.

IN SWITZERLAND.

BY J. W. SULLIVAN.

HERE is a difference between a demo-
cratic government and a representa-
tive government. In a democracy,*
the people themselves make the laws and
direct the administration of the law. But

¢ Democracy means a popular government, from the
Greek demos, the people, and the verb &rafein, to be
strong, to command. Demos properly meant a * country-
district,’ from the root da, to divide ; demos was the allot-
ment ot public land given to a part of the people, and
demos also was called the people who enjoyed the prop-
erty of that allotment. This is a significant word, as
it beips us to see into the condition of the property of
land in very remote times, where all history is silent.”
—F. Garianda.

when, under a representative government,
the people empower legislators to make laws
and select executives to tarry out such laws,
they temporarily surrender the sovereignty
and are ruled by their representatives. A
democracy is government by the majority.
A representative government is rule by a
succession of oligarchies.*

In the United States, the people are hardly
aware of this distinction ; hence most of their
political confusion. In Switzerland, the dis-
tinction is clear to the citizens, and acting

*See foot note on page 581 of THE CHAUTAUQUAN for
February.
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on it, the Swiss are rapidly cutting off, as
excrescences, all the powers of the office-
holders save that of stewardship. And what
the Swiss are doing, we can do. For-Switz-
erland contains large cities and a considera-
ble population. In 1887, Zurich, with sub-
urbs, had 92,685 inhabitants ; Basel, 73,963 ;
Geneva, with suburbs, 73,504 ; Berne, 50,220;
Lausanne, 32,954; and five others from
17,000 to 25,000, The total population is a
few thousands less than three millions.

- The political divisions are numerous.

There are twenty-two cantons (states). There
are 2,706 communes (townships). Moreover,
the people are cut off from each other by dif-
ferences of language. About 2,000,000 speak
German, 600,000 French, 162,000 Italian,
and 38,000 Romansch.* OQur vast area and
enormous population offer perhaps no greater
diversities and complications than those the
Swiss have encountered in adopting the Ref-
erendum.

Briefly, the Referendum is the reference of
proposed laws to the people for their veto or
approval.

The Referendum as now practiced in Switz-
erland had its origin in two sources :

(1) In a few of the communes the system
has prevailed in one form or other from time
immemorial. IntheGerman forest cantons—
Glarus, Uri, Schwyz, Appenzell, and Un-
terwald—the adult male inhabitants of nearly
every commune yet meet on stated occasions
in the town market-place, or in the open air
on a mountain plain, and carry out their
functions as citizens. Asdid their ances-
tors, they there debate proposed laws, name
officers, and discuss affairs of a genmeral na-
ture. Every citizen is a legislator, his voice
and vote influencing every question dis-
cussed. The right of initiative belongs to
each, he who conceives a measure having the
opportunity of presenting it and explaining
it. Decision is made by show of hands. A
purely democratic assemblage of this kind is
called a Landsgemeinde.t

(2) The ancient Swiss cantons conferred by
sending delegates to a Diet. But the depu-
ties could undertake no affair except on con-
dition of referring it—ad referendum—to the
cantonal councils. To this liberal tradition
Switzerland is still true. So late as 1834,

®[Ro-mansch’.) The language spoken by the inhabit-
ants of Grisons, the most eastern and largest of the Swiss
cantons ; it is a corruption of the Latin,

+[Linds’ghe-mine’de].
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when St. Gall proposed a revision of the
Federal pact, Geneva demanded a conference
in which each canton should have the same
number of delegates, not tied down by in-
structions, but voting with the reserve of
cantonal ratification.* Likewise, to-day, re-
striction is exercised by the people upon the
Cantonal Councilsand the Federal Assembly
(congress).

The fundamental principles of the Refer-
endum are personal freedom and home rule.
That a Swiss should be a free man is prover-
bial. That his neighborhood should be in-
dependent seems to him natural. The an-
cient Swiss commune was quiteautonomoust;
as nearly as consists with cantonal and fed-
eral rights, so also is the modern. Its citi-
zens regard it as their smaller state. Itis
jealous of interference by the greater state.
It has its own property to look after. Until
the interests of the canton or the federation
manifestly replace those of the immediate
locality, it declines to part with the adminis-
tration of its lands, forests, police, roads,
schools, churches, or asylums.

From these circumstances spring the sep-
arate applications of the Referendum—to
communal, cantonal, and national affairs.

The communal Referendum is chiefly prac-
ticed in those communes in which land—
forest land or farming land—is held in com-
mon, and where periodical re-apportionment
of holdings is necessary. In the other com-
munes, the few local officials are responsible
to public opinion. A Referendum in cease-
less play is the comment of the little neigh-
borhood. On the average, the Swiss com-
mune contains, as the Swiss put it, about
‘‘two hundred hearths.”

The Cantonal Referendum is in constant
practice in all the cantons except Freiburg.
Its forms, however, are diverse. In some
cantons it is applicable only to financial
measures ; in others it is optional with the
people, who sometimes' demand it, but
oftener do not; in still others it is obligatory
in connection with the passage of every law.
In the canton of Vaud, a mere pseudo-
referendary right exists, under which the

¢ A compound originating in the Latin word rarxs,
fixed, and sacere, to make. From these two separate
words come the English rate and fact, which statement
will throw light on the meaning of ratification, the act of
sanctioning or giving validity to something done by an-
ottier : confirmation.

-t[Au-ton’o-mous.] Greek axfos, self, and memesn, to
rule—nomos, law. Having the power of self-government.
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Grand Council (the legislature) may, if it so
decides, propose a reference to the citizens.
Valais takes a popular vote only on such
propositions as involve a one and a half per
cent increase in taxation or a total expendi-
ture of 60,000 francs. With increasing con-
fidence in the people, Lucerne, Zug, Basel
City, Schaffhausen, St. Gall, Ticino, and
Geneva refer a proposed law to the voters
when a certain proportion, usually one-sixth
to one-fourth, demand it by formal petition.
This form is called the optional Referendum.
Employed to its utmost in Zurich, Schwyz,
Berne, Soleure, NeuchAtel, Basel Land,
Aargati, Thurgau, and the Grisons, the Ref-
erendum permits no law to be passed or ex-
penditure beyond a stipulated sum to be
made in these cantons without a vote by the
people. This is known as the obligatory
form. Glarus, Uri, the half cantons of Ni-
wald and Obwald (Unterwald), and those of
Rhodes Exterior and Rhodes Interior (Ap-
penzell), as cantons, still practice the pure
democracy—the Landsgemeinde,

The Federal Referendum is optional. The
demand for it must be made by 30,000 citi-
zens or by eight cantons. The petition for a
vote under it must be made within ninety
days after the publication of the proposed
law. It is operative with respect eithertoa
statute or a decree of the executive power.

As corollaries* of the Referendumr there
have arisen the right of the initiative, of the
peremptoryt recall of representatives, and of
the revision of the constitutions. The pop-
ular initiative—the proposal of a law by
some of the citizens to all of the citizens—
exists in fourteen of the twenty-two cantons.
In Zug, for example, 1,000 voters may intro-
duce a cantonal measure ; in Zurich, 5,000.
As yet, the retirement of representatives is a
right practiced in only a fewof the more rad-
ical cantons ; but the revision of a constitu-
tion through the Referendum is common.
Since 1814, there have been sixty revisions
by the people of cantonal constitutions alone.

.

———

$[Cos‘cl-la-ries.] Latin corolla, a garland, a coronet,
whence Latia coroliarium, a present of a garland, a gra-
tuity, an additional gift; then an additional inference.
The last has come to be the especial meaning of the
FRugfish word ; something which follows over and above
the demomstration of a proposition ; a deduction.

{fwremp-tory.] Fer, through (thoroughly), and
anpy, 034 Latin for totake; the compound peremere
mmalug totake entirely away, to destroy. Hence the
filness of making the EHuglish word a synonym for dog-
watin, suthecitative.

By law, Geneva asks its people every fifteen
years if they wish to revise their organic
law, thus practically twice in a generation
determining whether or not they are in this
tespect content. The Federal constitution
may be revised at any time. Fifty thousand
voters petitioning for it, or the Federal
Assembly (congress) demanding it, the ques-
tion is submitted to the country. If the vote,
is in the affirmative, the Council of States
(the senate) and the National Council (the
house) are both dissolved. A new election
of these bodies takes place at once, revision
is made by the Congress fresh from the peo-
ple, and the revised constitution is then sub-
mitted to the country. To stand, it must be
supported by a majority of the people and a
majority of the cantons. .

As to results : With such opportunities for
creating change, are the Swiss continually
demanding something new? Do they write
laws one day and wipe them out the next?
Are they ever in a ferment over absurd or
radical propositions? Is there consequently
a reactionary party in Switzerland? In
other words, can the people, or, rather, the
Swiss people, be trusted—entirely ?

The reply can be framed in a sentence:
The records show, first, the frequency with
which, whenever they have had the oppor-
tunity, the people have had recourse to the
Referendum, and, second, the tenacity with
which they have clung to the conservative
customs of the republic.

Regular and constant, in ancient and mod-
ern times, has been the resort to the Refer-
endum wherever it has been practiced. In
the fifty-five years from 1469 to 1524, the cit-
izens of Berne took sixty referendary votes.
Of 113 Federal laws and decrees subject to
the Referendum passed up to the close of
1886 under the constitution of 1874, nineteen
were challenged by the necessary 30,000 peti-
tioners, thirteen being rejected and six
accepted.

As to the conservativeness of the Swiss
voter, the evidence is emphatic. In 1862 and
again in 1878, the canton of Geneva rejected
proposed changes in its constitution, on the
latter occasion by a majority of 6,000 ina
vote of 11,000. Twice since 1847 the same
canton has voted against an increase of offi-
cial salaries, and lately it has declined to re-
duce the number of its Executive Councilors
from seven to five. The experience of the
Federation has been similar. Between 1874
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and 1880 five measures recommended by the
Federal Executive and passed by the Federal
Assembly were vetoed by a national vote.
In 1880°a proposed change in the issue of
bank notes was rejected by a majority of
134,000. The two French cantons of Geneva
and NeuchAtel, entering the Federation in
the present century, have adopted the Refer-
endum on the avowed ground of itsefficiency
as a check to hasty and inconsiderate legis-
lation.

The nation, however, shows no stupid
aversion to change. In 1872 a constitutional
revision was rejected by a majority of 6,000.
But the present constitution was adopted
two years later by a majority of 142,000, Nor
does the popular vote point to local selfish-
ness. Especially was this shown in 1878 in
the vote taken on the St. Gothard subsidy.
‘The appropriation, besides putting a heavy
strain on national resources, threatened the
interests of several of the mountain cantons.
But on a stormy day in midwinter half a
million voters went to the polls, and two-
thirds of them wanted the tunnel, the affirm-
ative vote in the imperiled cantons being
quite up to the average.

Of late yearsthe movement hasbeen steady
toward the general adoption of the Referen-
dum, In 1860 but 34 per cent of the Swiss
possessed it in cantonal affairs, 66 per cent
delegating their sovereign rights to repre-
sentatives, In 1870 the referendariship had
risen to 71 per cent, but 29 submitting to
law-making officials. The proportions are
now about go per cent to 10.

‘The movement is not only toward the Ref-
erendum, but to its obligatory form. The
practice of the optional form has revealed
defects in it which are inherent.

Geneva’s management of the optienal Can-
tonal Referendum 1is typical. The constitu-
tion provides that, with certain exceptions,
the people, after petition, may sanction or re-
ject not only the laws passed by the Grand
Council, but the decrees issued by the legis-
lative and executive powers. The exceptions
are ‘‘measures of urgence '’ and the items of
the annual budget excepting' such as estab-
lish a new tax, increase one in force, or ne-
cessitate an jssue of bonds. The Referendum
cannot be exercised against the budget as a
whole, the Grand Council indicating the sec-
tions which are to go to the public vote. In
case of opposition to any measure, a petition
for the Referendum is put in circulation. It
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must receive the signatures of at least 3,500
citizens—about one in six of the cantonal
vote—within thirty days after the publica-
tion of the proposed measure. After this pe-
riod—known as ‘‘ the first delay "’—the vote,
if the petition has been successful, must take
place within forty daya—-“ the second de-
lay.”

The power of declaring measures to be * of
urgence” lies with the Grand Council, the
body passing the measures. Small wonder,
then, that many bills are, in its eyes, of too
much and too immediate importance to go to
the people. “‘The habit,” protested Grand
Councilor M. Putet, on oneoccasion, ‘‘ tends
more and more to introduce itself here of de-
creeing urgence unnecessarily, thus taking
away from the Referendum expenses which
have nothing of urgence. This is contrary to
the spirit of the constitutional law. Public
necessity alone can authorize the Grand
Council to take away any of its acts from the
public control.”’

Another defect in the optional Referendum
is that it can be transformed into a partisan
weapon—in Switzerland, as elsewhere, there
being politicians ready to take advantage of
the law for party purposes. For instance, a
minority party in the Geneva Grand Council
seeking some conccssion from a majority
which have just passed a bill, will threaten,
if the concessir.n demanded is not granted, to
agitate for the Referendum on the bill ; this
although perhaps the minority favor the
measure, some of them, indeed, perhaps,
having voted for it. As the majority may
not be certain of the outcome of a struggle at
the polls, they wll be inclined to deliver what
the minority demand.

But the most serious objections to the op-
tional form arise in connection with the peti-
tioning. FEasy enough for a rich and strong
party to bear the expense of printing, mail-
ing, and circulating the blank lists ; in case
of opposition coming from the poorer classes
the cost may prove an insurmountable ob-
stacle. Especially is it difficult to get up a
petition after several successive appeals com-
ing close together, the constant agitation
growing tiresome as well as financially bur-
densome. Hence, measures sometimes have
become law simply because the people have
not had time to recover from the prolonged
agitation in connection with preceding prop-
ositions. And each measure submitted to
the optional Referendum brings with it two
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separate waves of popular discussion. On
this point, ex-President Numa Droz [dr5] has
said: ‘‘The agitation which takes place
while collecting the necessary signatures,
nearly always attended with strong feeling,
diverts the mind from the object of the law,
perverts in advance public opinion, and, not
permitting later the calm discussion of the
‘measure proposed, establishes an almost irre-
sistible current toward rejection.” Finally,
a fact as notorious in Switzerland as vote-
buying in America, a large number of citi-
zens who are hostile to a proposed law may
fear to record their opinion by signing a Ref-
erendum list. Their signatures may be seen,
and the unveiling of their sentiments bring
jeopardy to their means of making a living.

Zurich furnishes the example of the can-
tons having the obligatory Referendum,
There the law provides: 1. That all laws,
decrees, and changes in the constitution
must be submitted to the people. 2. That
all decisions of the Grand Council on exist-
ing law must be voted on. 3. That the Grand
Council may submit decisions which it itself
proposes to make. Besides the voting on a
whole law, the Council may ask a vote on a
spemal poiat. The Grand Council cannot
put in force provisionally any law or decree.
The propositions must® be sent to the votera
at least thirty days before the voting. The
regular referendary ballotings take placetwice
a year, spring and autumn. In urgent
cases, the Grand Councilmay call for aspecial
election.

In effect, the obligatory Referendum makes
of the entire citizenship a deliberative body
in perpetual sesgion. Formerly, its adver-
saries made much of theargumentthat it was
ever calling the voters to the urns.* This is
now avoided by the semi-annual elections. It
was once feared that the voters would vote
party tickets without regard to the merits of
the various measures. But it has been proved
beyond doubt that the fate of one proposition
has no effect on that of another decided at the
same time. Zurich has pronouficed on
ninety-one laws in twenty-eight elections, the
votes indicating surprising independence of
judgment. When the obligatory form was
proposed for Zurich, its friends were able to
point with certainty to the fact that it would
be a sure instrument, but the argument that

®Places for depositing their votes, 50 named from thean-
clent receptacles into which votes were thrown.
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it might prove a costly one they could not re-
fute without experiment. Now they have
the data to show that taxes are lower than
ever, those for police, forexample, being only
about half those of optional Geneva, a less
populous canton. To the prophets who fore-
saw endless partisan strife in case the Refer-
endum was to be called in force on every
measure, Zurich has replied by reducing par-
tisanship to the lowest point, its people in-
different to parties since an honest vote of the
whole body of citizens is to be the unques-
tionable issue of every question.

The sentiment is strong in Switzerland that
there is but one way to reform the govern
ment and keep it reformed. It is for the peo-
ple themselves to take the direction of their
public affairs at every step. The exercise of
popular rights extended and simplified—this
theremedy. With the government mechan-
ism void unless approved by the citizenship,
rogues might get into office, but in vain ; at
their direction nothing would be done. De-
prived of the law-making power, representa-
tives are nolonger rulers, and it is then they
may be expected to seek the common benefit.

Advanced Swiss opinion declares, ‘‘Let us
trust—ourselves.” To beexplicit, the friends
of the perfected Referendum—the obligatory
form—embracing a large body of the Swiss
people, are demanding that its sphere shall
be enlarged. They hope to see the referen-
dary right exercised completely in all public
matters—in commune, city, canton, and na-
tion. There is an element with even greater
hopes. Itseesin the pathway ot the Referen-
dum the road leading to the regeneration
of society. It believes the unobstructed will
of the people will push on to the settlement
of every radical question. Already this will
is engaging itself with the problem of monop-
oly—in banking, intrade, in theland. These
issues settled and the law of justice becoming
the law of custom, the time will come, these
reformers hold, whenrepressive statutes ghall
no longer be necéssary. The concepts of a
perfect and symmetrical justice imbibed by
the young, as our own rising generation is
now imbibing the sentiment that our chattel
slavery was horrible, government by force
will no longer be known and men will dwell
in concord. This the dream of dreamers who
believe the universal reign of peaceisthedes-
tiny of man, to be achieved by man. Theirs
is the faith that clings to a millennium.

Are they idle dreamers? Observe what
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already the Referendnm, imperfect as it is,
has done in Switzerland. In all parts it has
gcotched ®* the politician; in some, it has
buried him. It has without fail reduced tax-
ation wherever applied, in some places by a
half. It has made the poor man's vote a
practical right, elections being held on Sun-
day. It has caused the laws to be expressed
in plain language, to the impoverishment of
legal word-splitters. It has brought about a
remarkable purification of the press, slander
campaigns being unknown, since principles
are every thirg to the voters, office-holders
comparativeiy nothing. It holds its army
democratic, there being no aristocracy of com-
missioned officers and the military acad-
emies open to all. It has made the public
services—the post-office, the railroads—the
equnl of private enterprises in efficiency. It
i8 death to the one-man power, there being in
Switzerland no mayor to a city, no governor
to a canton, and no president—no king presi-
dent, such as ours—to the federation. Above
all, it has rendered vicious or reactionary leg-
islation impossible, nearly every law being
the direct expression of an honest people.
From theloftiest height the broadest horizon.
The Alpine climber, panting on the supreme

® From a Gaelic word sgock, meaning to chop off a bit of
bark, then to wound.
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peak of the Matterhorn, is enchanted with a
panorama of surpassing scope and impressive:
magnificence—one unknown to all save the
few who have scaled that almost inaccessible
height. So, too, accustomed to the unre-
stricted interplay of political liberty, the citi-
zen cowherd of Uri and the plain factory hand
of Zurich entertain bold and fascinating con-
ceptions of the economic outcome possible to
a true democracy. Their visions of universak
peace, plenty, and happiness could seem to
our average legislator in America, his own
mind dwelling on politician tricks and party
catchwords, no more than mere phantasms—
fleeting, whimsical, ridiculous. But, if not
confronted with convincing facts to the con-
trary, this, too, might be his opinion of the
practicability of the Referendum,

Pronunciation of the geographical names in the articles
Aargau [dir'gow]. 8chwyz [schwits].
Appenzell [i-pent-sell’). Soleure [85-liir].

Basel [bid’zel or bil). St. Gothard [saint got’hard
Berne [bdirn). or sang-g3-tir’].

Glarus [gli’roos). Thurgau [toor-gow’].
Grisons [gr&zdng). Ticino [tech&no).

Lausanne [13-zénn’}. Uri [oo're].

Lucerne [loo-sairn’]. Unterwald [oon’ter-vald]l.
NeuchAtel [ni-shii-tel’). Valais [vii-1d]).

Niwald [n&vald). Vaud [v5].

Obwald [ob’vald]. Zug [zoog].

Schaffhausen [shidf-how- _Zurich [zoo'rik].
zenl.

STUDIES IN ASTRONOMY.
BY GARRETT F. SERVISS.

V. MERCURY AND VENUS.

N inspection of the diagram of the

A planets’ orbitsgiven in the first part of

this series of articles will show that

there are two planets which are nearer to the

sun than the earth is. These are Mercury

and Venus. They are called Inferior planets

because of their situation within the orbit of

the earth. The planets which revolve around

the sun beyond, or outside of the earth’s or-
bit, are called Superior planets.

Mercury is the nearest of all the planets to
the sun and as, owing to the situation of its
orbit, it can only be seen from the earth al-
ternately in the morning sky west of the sun,
and in the evening sky east of the sun, (dis-
appearing when it passes either between the
sun and the earth or around the farther side
of the sun) it was supposed in ancient times

to be two planets. The Greeks called it
Mercury only when it appeared as an eve-
ning star ; as a morning star they named it
Apollo.

Mercury’s mean distance from the sun is
36,000,000 miles, but its orbit is so eccentric
that the planet’s distance from the sun varies
from 43,500,000 miles to only 28,500,000 miles.
Since the intensity of the radiation received
from the sun varies inversely as the square
of its distance, it follows that Mercury gets
two and a quarter times as much solar light
and heat when it is at perihelion as it does.
when it is at aphelion. On the average,
Mercury receives about 63§ times as much.
light and heat as the earth gets. Mercury’s.
diameter is about 3,000 miles (3,030 accord-
ing to some authorities). Its demsity is sur-
prisingly great, exceeding that of any of the
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other planets and according to some recent
determinations, almost equaling that of the
metal mercury. It results from this that
while Mercury is only j; as large as the
earth, it is 3 as heavy. It follows also that
the force of gravity at the surface of Mercury
isabout ¥ as great as at the earth’s surface.

Owing to the great eccentricity of its orbit,
which causes its distance from the sun to
vary to the extent of 15,000,000 miles, the
speed with which Mercury flies through space
in its journey around the solar center is very
variable, being over 3,000,000 miles in a day
at perihelion and less than 2,000,000 miles in
aday at aphelion. The length of Mercury’s
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sented by Mercury and Venus asseen from the
earth. The planet shown in the figureat six
points in its course around the sun may be tak-
en for either Mercury or Venus. When itis at
the point A itis between the earthand the sun,
and clearly its illuminated halfis then turned
away from the earth, and consequently the
planet is invisible, unless, as sometimes oc-
curs, it comes 8o precisely between the sun
and our eyes that we see it as a round black
spot -against the sun. When it has arrived
at B a small part of the illuminated hemi-
sphere i visible from the earth in the form of
a bright crescent like that of the moon. At
C we can perceive half of the illuminated
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year, or the time that it takes to revolve
once around the sun, is in round numbers, 88
of our days.

Being so close to the sun, Mercury is not
easily discerned from the earth. It is onlyto
be seen a short time after sunset or before
sunrise, according as it happens to be on the
east or west of the sun, for a week or two at
atime. It appears, however, as a very bril-
liant star. With the telescope it presents
phases like those of the moon, the phase
varying with its position in its orbit. Venus
presents similar phases and it was the dis-
covery of this fact by Galileo [gal-i-lee’0] that
furnished one of the earliest and most con-
vincing proofs of the truth of Copernicus’
[ko-per’ni-kus] assertion that the planets
all revolve around the sun, instead of
around the earth as Ptolemy [tol’e-my] and
the other ancient astronomers had taught.
Fig. 1illustrates the cause of the phases pre-

/

hemisphere, and the planet resembles the
moon at one of its quarters. At D morethan
half of the enlightened hemisphere is visible
to us, and finally at E, when the planet is on
the opposite side of the sun from the earth,
the whole of its illuminated half is turned to-
ward us and we see it resembling in form a
full moon, or should so see it but for the
presence of the sun in the line of sight.
Through F, G, and H the reverse phenomena
occur. :

The reader will observe that the disk of the
planet is represented much larger when it is
between the earth and the sun than when
it is on the farther side of the sun. This
corresponds with the actual appearance pre-
sented by either Mercury or Venus, and is
simply due to the well-known fact that the
apparent magnitude of an object varies with
its distance from the eye. Mercury appears
nearly seven times as large when it is nearest
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the earth, while the apparent size of Venus
varies to such an extent that the planet’'s
disk appears thirty-seven times as large when
it is between the earth and the sun as it does
when it is at the greatestdistance beyond the
sun.

Besides its phases Mercury does not pre-
sent a very interesting appearance in the tele-
scope. There are some very faint markings
upon its disk which can only be perceived by
a practised eye under the most favorable cir-
cumstances. From observations of these
markings astronomers formerly concluded
that Mercury rotated on its axis once in
about twenty-four hours, the same period in
which the earth rotates. This conclusion,
however, of late had been regarded as open to
much doubt, and finally in 1890 Schiaparelli
[ske-d-pd-rel’lee] a famous Italian astron-
omer, made the interesting announcement
that his observations showed that Mercury
always keeps the same face toward the sun,
that is to say rotates only once on its axis in
going once around the sun. Schiaparelli in
making his observations of the spots on Mer-
cury, took advantage of the fact that with a
telescope, stars and planets can be seen in
the day time. He was thus enabled to study
Mercury when it was high in the sky, and
free from the obscuring mists and vapors of
the horizon.

Some most interesting results follow from
this discovery of Schiaparelli’s. Since Mer-
cury keeps one side always directed toward
the sun, it is clear it must have perpetual day
on one of its hemispheres and perpetual
night on the other. This startling contrast
between the two sides of the planet would ap-
pear to dispose of the possibility that any
formsof life resembling those on theearth can
exist upon Mercury. On the sunward hemi-
sphere the inhabitants would be exposed tothe
blaze and glare of a never setting sun the in-
tensity of whose light and heat would vary
from four times to ten times that felt by the
the earth, and the period from one extreme
to the other would be only about six weeks.
On the side turned away from the sun, the
inhabitants wrapped in unending night,
would suffer from the pitiless cold of space
unrelieved by a single gleam of sunshine.
The sun would not, however, stand perfectly
still in the sky as seen from the illuminated
half of the planet. A person standing in the
center of the sun-smitten hemisphere would
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- to theearth as it does when it is farthest from

behold the great orb of day slowly swinging'
to and fro overhead, first toward the east
and then toward the west, moving alternately
23° 41’ on each side of the zenith, the whole
period of its oscillation being equal to the
time of the planet’s rotation, or 88 days.

Owing to this oscillation, which is called
in astronomy libration(from the Latin /ibrz, a
balance) there must be a region on the east
side of the planet 23° 41/ in width at the
equator and narrowing toward the poles, and
another similar region on the west side, where
it is neither perpetual day nor perpetual
night, but where the sun rises and sets once
in the course of each revolution of the planet.
This condition of things is explained by
Fig. 2, where Mercury is shown at four suc-
cessive points in its elliptical path around the
sun, Where it is at A or in perihelion, its
velocity, as we have heretofore explained, is
greatest and it will travel from A to B, one
quarter of the whole distance around its orbit,
in less than one quarter of 88 days. But in
going from B to C (the latter being the
aphelion, or point of greatest distance from
the sun), its velocity in its orbit will contin-
ually diminish so that by the time it has
reached C, or gone one-half way round, just
one-half of the whole time of revolution has
elapsed.

Butthemotion of rotation of the planeton its
axis is independent of the variation of the rate
of its revolution in its orbit. It makes onecom-
plete turn in going once around the sun, and
it makes this turn at a perfectly regular rate.
Consequently when the planet, having moved
with accelerated velocity in its orbit, has ar-
rived at B one quarter of the whole distance
around in less than one quarter of the whole
time of a revolution, it will have made less
than one quarter of a rotation on itsaxis. If
then we take the extremity of that radius of
the planet which is marked with a cross as
our point of observation, and suppose an
astronomer to stand there upon the surface
of Mercury, he would see the sun directly over
his head when he was at A, but when he had
arrived at B, since the planet would then
have gone one quarter of the way around its
orbit, but would Aot have turned one quarter
of the way around its axis the sun would ap-
pear to be to one side of the zenith, he would
no longer be in the center of the illuminated
hemisphere, and a part of the planet which at
A had been in darkness would now be illum-
inated, while a part of it on the opposite side
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which at A had been illuminated would now
be plunged in night. The angle between the
dotted line drawn from the sun to the center
of the planet and the crossed radins measures
the extent to which the sun has apparently
moved to one side of the zenith of the ob-
server.

In going from B to C the planet is retarded
in its orbit, but its motion of rotation on its
axis never varies, so that when it has arrived
at C, the observer will again havethe sun ex-
actly overhead. In theother half of the orbit
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of theearthis. This causes a smaller libration
of the sui toward the north and south, the
effect of which is to make its apparent path
as it swings to and fro in the sky of Mer-
cury, not a straight line, but a long narrow
ellipse.

Venus, like Mercury, is seen only in the
morning or evening, but being farther from
the sun it remains longer above the horizon
and isa far more brilliant object. Infact Venus
when at its brightest appears as the most splen-
did and lustrous star in the sky. The Greeks

the same phenomena occur in the reverse or-
der, and a part of the opposite side of the
planet gets a glimpase of the sun.

If we chose to speculate on the possibilities
of the case we might suppose that, while it
would be impossible for living beings to exist
on those regions of the planet where either
endless day or endless night reigns, yet they
might manage to exist where the sun is visi-
ble part of the time, and where the great
length of the days and nights would bear
some resemblance to the condition of things
in the Arctic and Antartic regions of the
earth. It should be added that the poles of
Mercury must be alternately illuminated by
the sun, because the planet’s axis is inclined
to the plane of its orbit very muchas the axis

seem, at one time, to have regarded Venus
also as two separate planets. As a morning
star they called it Phosphorus and as an eve-
ning star, Hesperus. Its mean distance from
the sun is 67,200,000 miles. Its orbit ap-
proaches more nearly to a circle than that of
any other planet, its eccentricity being so
small that Venus’ distance from the sun
varies to the extent of less than 1,000,000
miles. The diameter of Venus is 7,700 miles
(7,730 according to some authorities). Its
density is somewhat less than the earth’s, and
its weight compared with that of our globe
is about ,:—:. The force of gravity at its sur-
face is a little more than % as great as on the
earth. Venus gets nearly twice as much
light and heat from the sun as the earth does,
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‘When Venus is at inferior conjunction, that
is between the earth and the sun, she ap-
proaches nearer to us than any other planet
ever comes, the distance being about 26,-
000,000 miles. This distance, however, is
nearly 109 times the mean distance of the
moon. As a telescopic object the most
conspicuous phenomenon of Venus, after
its phases, is the dazzling brightness of its
disk. It reflects the sunshine so brilliantly
that the chromatic imperfections of the tel-
escope are rendered painfully apparent and
the difficulty of seeing the faint, shadowy
markings on the surface of the planet is
greatly increased. This excessive brilliancy
of Venus has been ascribed to the existence
of great sheets of cloud filling its atmos-
phere, It is well-known that the upper sur-

faces of clouds reflect the sunlight like new-.

fallen snow. If this explanation is correct,
comparatively little of the real surface of the
planet is visible to us, and that only at inter-
vals. Apparently permanent markings have,
nevertheless, been long known to exist on
Venus, and, as in the case of Mercury, it was
formerly supposed that Venus rotated on its
axis once in every twenty-three hours,
This conclusion, however, never had a very
solid basis and Schiaparelli has recently
shown that it is exceedingly probable, if not
certain, that Venus, like Mercury, rotates
only once on its axis in going once around
the sun, that is to say once in about 225 days.
The announcement last year of Schiaparel-
1i’s discovery of this remarkable peculiarity
in the rate of Venus’ rotation caused far more
surprise than his previous announcement of
a similar behavior on the part of Mercury.
The latter planet is so near the sun that it
did not seem improbable that the friction of
the enormous tides which the sun must have
raised both in the molten globe of the planet
when it wasin itsearlierstagesofdevelopment,
and subsequently in its oceans, might long
ago have brought the period of its rotation
into coincidence with that of its revolution,
as has occurred with our moon from a similar
cause, But with Venus the case is different.
' The latter planet more nearly resembles the
earth not only in size and density, and in the
possession of a cloudy atmosphere, but in its
distance from the sun. The solar tides upon
Venus would be considerably greater than
the lunar tides upon the earth but not, it
would seem, great enough to have deetroyed
the planet’s rotation.
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However, Schiaparelli’s observations have

been to a great extent corroborated by other
observers, so that it is probable that Venus,
like Mercury, actually does have perpetual
day on one side and perpetual night on the
other. Possibly, as some of the observations
seem to indicate, the planet’s rotation period
may not yet have come into complete coinci-
dence with its time of revolution, and it may
have two, or four, long days and nights suc-
ceeding one another in the course of its year
of seven and a half months.
- Assuming, however, the correctness of
Schiaparelli’s conclusions, and remembering
at the same time the many points of resem-
blance between the earth and Venus, it be-
comes an interesting question whether the
latter planet can be an inhabited globe.
In the case of Mercury, as we have just seen,
the effect of libration is to produce an alter-
nation of day and night within a region of va-
riable width (but nowhere exceeding 23° 41)
extending all around the planet between the
dark and light hemispheres. It isto be re-
marked, in addition, that although there
would be but one day and one night in the
course of Mercury’s year within this fringe,
they would not be of equal length. Near the
center of the fringe there would be a long
day and a long night, but near its junction
with the region of perpetual darkness the sun
would only just peep above the hilltops once
in every 88 days, and quickly disappear
again, while along the border of perpetual
day the sun would in like manner simply dip
below the horizon for a short time at similar
intervals.

In the case of Venus the effect of libration
is comparatively very slight. A person
standing in the middle of the sunward hemi-
sphere of that planet would have the sun
nearly immovable overhead. The eccen-
tricity of the orbit is only sufficient to cause
the sun to swing alternately about a degree
and a half on each side of the zenith. The
fringes along the east and west sides of the
planet where the sun would be seen part of
the time would be only about one hundred
miles wide at the equator and would dimin-
ish in breadth toward the poles. According
to Schiaparelli the axis of Venus stands al-
most, or quite, upright to the plane of its or-
bit, so that there is little or no libration ex-
perienced at the poles. It follows thata very
insignificant fraction of the surface ot vemus
escapes the reign of either perpetual day or
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verpetual night. But even this doesnot suf-
fice to remove all possibility of the planet’s
being habitable, since some peculiar proper-
1y, or condition, of its atmosphere, such as
is perhaps suggested by the strange reflective
power of the planet, might protect its sur-
face from the blaze of a too ardent sun, or
+the rigor of an endless night.

It is exceedingly interesting that unmis-
takable evidence exists, thanks to the spec-
troscope, of the presence of watery vapor in
“the atmosphere of Venus. That this atmos-
phere is also of considerable extent is shown

_ by the phenomena observed during a transit

of Venus. At the beginning of the transit of
1882, when Venus had partly entered upon
the sun’s disk that part of the planet which
had not yet appeared in silhouette upon the
sun, was suddenly seen rimmed with a bril-
liant curve of light. This was the atmos-
phere of the planet illuminated from behind
by the sun, and by its refraction bending the
light around the planet so that it became vis-
ible to the observers on the earth. Itwasa
most impressive as well as a most beautiful
spectacle which no one who had the good
fortune to witness it, as the present writer
did, will ever forget.

End of Reguired Reading for April.

DREAMING.

BY FLAVEL SCOTT MINES.

‘[ SAW in the twilight gray

I turned to the golden west—

The anchored fishing sloop, Casting the world aside—
Like some mighty bird of prey While awoke within my breast
‘Whose weary pinions droop. " A sense of wondrous pride.
"While now and again she stirred The dreams that came and went
As the night wind passed by, Will never come again—
Like a timid water-bird ’ Weary days have since been spent
Frightened—about to fly. Watching for them in vain.
Storm-beaten and rough was she, For sudden the day was done,
Resting on even keel, Night followed in its track,
While over the sunset sea Dreams passed with the dying sun.
I watched the ripples steal The sea about was black,
Behind her as in a wake, Save where in a faint outline
Till stretched a foaming trail, The fishing vessel shone—
“Whenever the wind would take Would that the dream had been mine—
And fill the drooping sail. My dreams, alas, were done.
A spectral and stately thing

I saw the vessel lie—
In the gentle currents swing
With masts stretched to the sky.
I had thrown the True away
In search of the Ideal—
My dreams had passed with the day,
While the dream-like ship was real.
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“THE CITY OF HOMES.”

BY JOHN DENNIS, JR.

Rochester is officially denominated

‘“The Flour City.” The founders of
the young and ambitious town, as they con-
templated the flouring mills which occupied
the river bank, above and below the Upper
Falls of the Genesee, were warranted in
the assumption that much of the town’s
. future prosperity would accrue from that
branch of industry. Later, Rochester became
famed for its nurseries, and the world-wide re-
nown of its floral gardens caused it to be
known as ‘“The Flower. City.”” Still later,
and within the last decade, the village of
1835 has grown into a city of over 135,000 in-
habitants. With this phenomenal increase,
an increase of 51.4 per cent in ten years, a
condition has arisen which has given Roch-
ester still another appellation : *‘ The City of
Homes.”

Within the last ten or fifteen years a rad-
ical change has taken placein Rochester and
it may now be said that the instances where
houses are rented by their occupants are the
exception, rather than the rule. Strangers,
visiting the city for the first time, are puzzled
when they learn that mechanics, and other
working people, eaming from $1.75 per day
upward, are living in their own houses, in
desirable localities, and that the more recent
of the houses are fitted with all the modern
improvements. When the strangers from
without the gates are informed that these
houses, costing from $1,400 to $5,000 each,
withoutincluding the cost oftheland, are with-
outencumbrince, orin the process of safely be-
coming 80, the owners having no other source
of income than their weekly wages, the state-
ment is sometimes received with not unnat-
ural incredulity. That the statement is, how-
ever, literally true, can be certified by thou-
sands of families, to which the visits of the
landlord have become a reminiscence ; their
homes having been built and paid for, with
very little more expenditure than would have
been necessary to meet the weekly demands
for rent. Ifthese homes were of inferior con-
struction, or in undesirable localities, or were
of less intrinsic value than other houses of
similar cost, this appellation, ‘‘ The City of
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Homes,” would be misleading ; but such is
far from being the fact,

The explanation of the existing state of af-
fairs in Rochester is found in co-operative
saving and investment, as exemplified in the
homestead, loan, and savings associations. It -
is through these co-operative associations that
persons of limited income are enabled to se-
cure homes of their own.

The method, under this system, can best
be shown by illustrating its workings ina
typical case. Details differ, but the general
features of all associations are alike. A com-
dition precedent is the possession of a build-
ing site, free of encumbrance. This is ob-
tained, usually, by one of two methods. A
person either joins a homestead associatiom
and obtains a building site by weekly pay-
ments, or purchasesoutright a lot of a holder
who is willing to part with title, for the sake:
of enhancing the value of other lots, andis
satisfied with a nominal cash payment, anda
second mortgage a8 security. In either case
the applicant for a building loan presents
himself at a loan association, with a build-
ing site upon which he can execute a first
mortgage.

Let it be supposed that the applicant owns
a building site, of the fair selling value of
$600, and wishes to erect upon it a house at a
cost of $1,600. A committee of the associa-
tion will visit the property and appraise its
value, If the security is considered satisfac-
tory the committee will recommend a loan of
$1,600. To obtain the loan, the applicant
must buy, at auction, at a premium of $10 or
upward, on a share of $100, shares sufficient
to net the amount of the desired loan. In
the case under consideration he would prob—
ably buy eighteen, shares. The association
then advances two-thirds of the value of the
building site, as appraised by the committee.
The new member selects his plan, and makes.
a contract with his builder, and proceeds, in
all respects as if he had the amount deposited
in a bank, subject to his check. When the
new building has reached a certain stage, the
association will advance a proportionate
amount, to be paid to the contractor. Other
advances will be made, from time to time,
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uatil the completion of the building, when
the balance of the loan will be paid. The
title to the property will then be in the bor-
rower'sname, or more frequently in his wife’s,
and the loan association secured by a first
mortgage (with insurance clause) for $1,600,
the property being presumably worth $2,200.
The new householder is then at liberty to oc-
cupy the premises. Henceforth he assumes
the privileges of ownership, and the liability
for the payment of taxes and insurauce. Up
to this point he is in exactly the position
occupied by the borrower at a savings bank.
Here, however, the similarity ceases.

As soon as the shares in the loan associa-
tion are purchased, the borrower begins to
reduce the amount of the encumbrance. Un-
der his agreement with the loan association
he immediately begins to make a weekly pay-
ment as dues, $1.80, and a weekly payment
interest, $1.80 ; or a total weekly payment of
$3.60. Failure to make these payments at the
stated time, involves the payment of a fine of
three cents pershare. At theclose of the sec-
ond quarter of a year of his membership, the
borrower is credited with his proportion of
the quarterly earnings of the association, in
the form of dividends, and his quarterly divi-
dends are thenceforth passed to his credit, at
the close of each quarter. These dividends
are based upon the amount paid weekly as
dues. In the fiscal year ended November 30,
1889, the dividends, in all the associations,
averaged about three per cent quarterly.
These dividendsare not paid to the share-
holder, neither do they directly draw interest,
but are passed to the general fund of the as-
sociation and credited to the account of the
shareholder. When the amount of these ac-
cumulated dividends, added to the gross
amount of weekly payments as dues, equals
the face of the shares, then the shares are
said to have ‘‘ matured.” The mortgage is
discharged of record, and the borrower, hav-
ing discharged his obligation, ceases to be a
member of the association, and the books of
the transaction are closed.

It is difficult, on a superficial examination,
to divest one’s self of the idea that the bor-
rower, id paying a premium of from ten to
twelve per cent on his shares, has paid usu-
rious interest. It is claimed, however, that
the dividends on the weekly dues offset the

premiums and reduce the actual interest paid
by the borrower to four and one-half or five
per cent. The dividends result from the
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small membership fees, fines, reinvestment of
dividends credited but not paid over, interest
on fundspaid in as weekly payments by lend-
ers and withdrawn before dividends are cred-
ited and from the reinvestment of premiums.
The borrower, betng a member of the co-op-
erative association, is a partaker in all profits,
in proportion to the number of his shares. By
the payment of ten cents per share weekly as
dues, the shares mature in from ten to thir-
teen years, according to the success of the as-
sociation as a dividend payer. Should the
borrower wish to reduce his loan more rap-
idly, by paying more than the stipulated ten
cents per share, he may pay any amount in
advance, not to exceed the dues for one quar-
ter. This is the technical rule, but in most
associations it is relaxed and a borrower is
allowed to pay in any amount he chooses.
These additional payments become at once
subject to dividends, the same as the regular
weekly dues.

A modified plan has been somewhat in
vogue during the last few years, and many
houses have been built and are building under
its operation. The extension of the street
railway system, in connection with the new
electric railways, has brought much property
desirable for residences, within easy access
to the business portions of the city. In many
localities owners of parcels of land have laid
out streets and partially improved the prop-
erty. Knowing that every house built on
the property will enhance the value of the
remaining vacant lots, the owner offers to sel}
the lots, with only a nominal cash payment.
He will then build a house for the purchaser,
on plans selected by the latter, and of such
cost as he desires. A deed of the property is
given and a second mortgage taken. This
leaves the purchaser at liberty to borrow of a
loan association, on a first mortgage, and
make his weekly payments to the associa-
tion. He will thus secure possession of the
house and lot, with no cash payment for
either, and can avail himself of the advan-
tages of buying a sufficient number of shares
in the association to liquidate the entire in-
debtedness. Or the original lot holder will
hold the first mortgage, and accept weekly
payments, slightly in excess of the amount
for which the house would rent. Obviously,
his profit is in the sale of the land at build-
ing lot prices, and in the opportunity of com-
pounding the interest on the weekly or other
stated payments, by investing them as a
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lender simply, in a loan association, from
week to week as received. It is just as ob-
vious that it would be to the advantage of
‘the new householder to make his payments
on shares in the loan association.

Some idea of the magnitude of the trans-
actions, of which the illustration given is a
type, may be obtained from statistics, com-
piled by Mr. George W. Elliott for the Union
and Advertiser Year Book, for the fiscal year
ended November 30, 1889. At that date there
were. eighty-five co-operative building and
loan associations proper, in the city of Roch-
ester. Reports from fifty-seven showed a
membership of 19,932 shareholders ; an aver-
age, for the fifty-nine associations, of 350
members each. An estimate of 100 members
<ach for the remaining twenty-seven associa-
tions would make the total membership,
at the date mentioned, 22,732. The total
amount invested in bonds and mortgages, by
forty-five associations from which reports
were received, was $4,356,861, or an average
of $96,819. Allowing the remaining forty asso-
ciations loans averaging $25,000 each, the total
reaches $5,356,861. This amount is loaned
almost entirely upon residences, built on the
<co-operative plan, at a cost of from $1,400
to $5,000 each. The average weekly receipts
from fifty-six associations, from which reports
were received, was $55,908, or $1,176.90 for
each. Adding $8,700 weekly, or $300 each for
the remaining twenty-nine associations,
would give $64,608 as the average weekly
receipts of the eighty-five associations. The
average quarterly dividends of the associa-
‘tions reported were a trifle less than three
per cent and the average interest paid by
‘borrowers is placed at between four and five
per cent, per annum. During the year 1889
the savings banks of the city made 635 loans,
aggregating $1,569,133, and the loan associa-
tions 1,504 loans, aggregating $2,007,327.

There are many interesting economic ques-
tions which crowd upon the consideration of
this subject, and there is much to be said
concerning the effects of the system of saving
incidental to procuring homes by the method
which has been illustrated. Some of these
questions must not pass entirely unnoticed.
The claim has been made, by dealers in in-
‘toxicants, that the establishing of a loan and
savings institution in a locality militates
directly, and in some instances, disastrously,
against that particular business. They say
frankly, that the money which formerly came
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to their cash registers now finds its way into
the loan associations, and ultimately into
homes. That this is not the petulant and
unwarranted complaint of some dealer who
has made an unfortunate selection of locality
for his business, has been fairly demon-
strated. The writer had occasion, a few years
ago, to make a systematic and thorough in-
vestigation of this complaint. A series of
carefully conducted interviews demonstrated
that the complaint had substantial founda-
tion. The explanation was not difficult.
‘When men become members ot a co-operative
home association, and enter upon the not
easy task of building a comfortable and sub-
stantial dwelling without capital, they do so
with the full sense of their obligation to meet
the stated payments without submitting to
the imposition of the fines for non-payment.
They soon learn that self-denial on these
lines of personal indulgence not only builds
homes for themselves and their families, but
accrues to the benefit of the family partner-
ship in many ways. It is scarcely within the
province of this paper to pursue the obvious
suggestions arising from this peculiar state
of facts, other than to call attention, in this
connection, to the significant figures given
in a previous paragraph, which represent the
enormous sums paid in as savings, from
week to week.

. The complaint of small general tradesmen,
that their trade has fallen off in proportion to
theincreasein memberalup of the loan associa-
tions, also has a seeming foundation. The
amount paid as weekly duesand for insurance
and taxes, does not largely exceed the amount
which would be paid as rent for a house of
the same value, and after useless luxuries
have been cut off and the weekly payments
made, the sum remaining for necessaries is
practically the same. It has been found that
the occupancy of a good home, the absolute
ownership of which may be secured by setting
aside a portion of the weekly earnings adds
greatly to the sense of self-respect in the
matter of dress and tamily living. That the
new ideas of economy lead to the more care-
ful expenditure of available funds is true,
and the dimes formerly expended in small
purchases at long profits, are, under the new
order of things, expended in the form of
dollars more advantageously at large centers
of trade in the heart of the city. That this
militates against the extortionate small
tradesman is unquestionably true. It is his
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misfortune, and like the dealer before referred
to he must succumb to the inevitable.

Many marked social changes have been
accomplished by this almost universal owner-
ship of homes by people of moderate income.
The influence on the coming generation, by
the radical change of habitat, from the not too
cleanly flats and decidedly unwholesome
tenements, to a home in the true sense of the
term, can scarcely be overestimated. It may
be said as an ascertained fact, and not in an
argumentative sense, that these people are
better fathers and mothers, better sons and
danghters, and better members of the body
municipal, by reason of thischange of environ-
ment. There is a bettercivilization engendered
by the improved conditions. The habits of
economy enforced by the stern rules under
which the possession and retention ofa home
by this method is made possible, and the
desire to *‘live up’’ to the new home, to use
aterm for which there is no synonym, has
an unmistakable tendency to advance the
coming generation in the social scale. Those
who are familiar with the joyless life of city
tenement houses, and even detached dwell-
ings built solely for the profit accruing from
their rental, will not require argument to
convince them that anew and brighter future
awaits the children of these modern city
homes. The sanitary conditions in them-
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BY S. G. W.

RT is the material or objective expres-
A sion of the subjective—of thought.
Regarded in this light, whdt can be

more interesting and instructive than the
thought of bygone ages carved on the mold-
ering marbles of temples and tombs, hidden
in the forest or under the sands of the desert ?
What manner of people they were who reared
the sculptures of Yucatan or Cambodia, or
chiseled the mighty figures on the rocks of
Pteria we know not, but their thoughts are
there, as if recorded by a colossal audiphone,
and we can thus converse with the people of
the past and learn of the principles which
shaped their character and of the influences
which conditioned-their development. Thus
reading the marble roll-call of the nations,
they are marshaled before us, and repeat the
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selves have an elevating.tendency. Underthe
present municipal requirements all of these
homes must be provided with approved plumb-
ing arrangements, and economy suggests the
introduction of bath-rooms. Capacious yards
afford breathing places, and every thing tends
to the improvement of sanitary conditions.
It must not be supposed that the path to
final success in this method of procuring a
home is bordered with roses. From the time
the obligation to make the stated payments
is assumed, it is a steady, constant strugale.
Sobriety of life, habits of industry, and the
peculiar quality known among newspaper
menas ‘‘nerve '’ arenecessary factors. With
the possession of the new home come taxes
and assessments for local improvements
which, while they add to the selling value of
the property, must be paid in addition to the
periodical payments to the loan association.
Obtaining a home by this method involves
courage, self reliance, the curtailment of all
unnecessary luxuries, a faith which, in the
dark hours which will surely come, will be
sorely tried, hearty co-operation by all the
members of the family and unswerving
persistence. But it also means when the
last weekly payment is made and the goal
reached, the possession of a title clear to a
more or less pretentious mansion in the
beautiful and typical * City of Homes.”

TO THE ARTS OF PERSIA.
BENJAMIN.

thoughts they borrowed from each other,
recast in new molds, and bequeathed to us
in these sunset days of time. The language
of art repeats for us again the grand epic of
mankind, and points out the mysterious
ways by which intellectual development has
flown from isle to isle, and from continent to
continent. The nations have descended to
the tomb, the dust of kings is blown over
Balk and Lydia, and the uttermost parts of
the earth. But their thoughts are ours.
Their arts have been links in the chain of
progress, and we in turn can see how inesti-
mable is the debt we owe to them. Like St.
Paul, we may in this rapid age try to ‘‘for-
get those things which are behind, and
reach forward to those things which are be-
fore’’; yet we cannot escape from the forma-
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tive influences of the past. Nay, more ; itis
greatly for our good to study those influen-
ces, and to trace in them the sources of the
civilization which we enjoy.

Iam led into this train of reflection when
I think of Persia, that ancient empire of re-
nown extending back into the mists of the
morning of the world ; that land whose arms
reached from sea to sea, and whose people
were Aryans like ourselves, for their lan-
guage, the Zend, in which Zoroaster wrote,
and our sturdy Engligh in which the muse of
Shakspere found such adequate expression,
are both Sanscrit tongues.

To most people in our time the Zend and
the Zendavesta are of little moment, and
the world is fast losing count of them. But
the thought of Persia, as uttered in her arts
at various periods, will continue to be felt as
an ingpiration in the art-thought of all men
in all the ages to come. We talk of what we
owe to the arts of Greece and of Rome, and
of what they owed to Egypt. But how often
do we ask or do we realize what they and we
owe to the art-thought of Persia?

Let us remember that very nearly if not
quite all that we know of the history of that
nation for many ages comes to us through
the medium of Greek and Roman writers ;
and that source of information does not be-
gin more than five or six centuries before
Christ. In regard to what they relate prior
to that period, those authorities depend on
legends more or less nebulous and often re-
ceived at second hand.

The Persians, who call their country Irvin
or Er4u, from Arcia, whenceour word Aryan,
are first brought prominently before usin
authentic history when Cyrusor Kur invaded
Asia Minor and came in contact with the
Greeks while attacking their colonies on the
eastern shores of the Zgean. But they were
already an old people. Cyrus was merely
one representative of a race abounding in he-
roes, a race that for ages had been working
westward from Central Asia, struggling fora
firm foothold, and after a long period of evo-
lution, of alternate subjugation and triumph,
at last reaching a position where the forces
developed demanded an outlet in foreign
conquest. This traditionary psriod is nobly
described in the magnificent epic of Firdoii-
see, called the Shah Naméh or Book of
Kings. )

During several centuries of this prehistoric
period, Persia was alternately under the
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dominion of Babylonia or Chaldaea, and As

syria. That interval of subjection is one of
the most interesting and valuable of any
known in the history of the fine arts. The
Greek writers tell us little or nothing of its
wonderful resuits. But if we turn to the re-
mains of Pergian art, we meet records which
enable us to trace its development perhaps
to its very beginning, and which also indi-
cate one of the most important features of its
influence to the present time.

The Akkadians and Chaldseans of Babylonia
and the Assyrians, a8 we now know, had
distinct art schools of their own. Before the
time of Cyrus, the Persian esthetic genius
had been awakened by contact with the arts
of those peoples, and when the Persians as-
serted their independence, presumably under
Feridoon, an aft school of their own sprang
into existence ; suggested by the art of their
former masters, it yet has the unmistakable
stamp of a great intellectual race—an art
perhaps the most remarkable yet seen in
Asia for its power, but especially for its im-
perishable vitality. The Babylonian and
Ninevite arts came to a definite close nearly
twenty-six hundred years ago. But Persia
is still practicing the arts, and in Western
Asia and in Furope the types and ideas she
created or formulated are still potent in di-
recting the expression of thought in material
forms of beauty. -

The stately columns of Persepolis present,
80 far as we can now discern, a strictly orig-
inal style, with their slender fluted shafts
peculiar to Persian architecture up to the
present time, and reproduced with the same
general motif wherever we find Saracenic art
or suggestions borrowed from it, whether at
Ispahan, at Constantinople, at Cairo, at
Grenada, or in the Christian styles of Portu-
gal and Spain. The general form of the
bull-headed capital, the bull-head being
omitted but the spreading outline preserved,
is still followed in Persia, and undoubtedly
had its influence on the capital of the Greek,
Byzantine, and Gothic orders.

But in the bull-headed capital we see a
suggestion borrowed perhaps from the As-
syrians, with whom the bull was a favorite
form of decoration. I say perhaps, because
it is possible that the bovine form may have
been suggested instead by the legend which
makes a cow play so important a part in the
history of Persia. The recent explorations
at Susa, the ancient Shushin, in southwest-
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e Persia, where the remains of three differ-
ent palaces are superimposed, one above the
other, representing, as it were, three strati-
fied periods, offer conclusive evidence of the
influence of the Babylonian and Assyrian
arts on thoee of Persia. But at the same
time they present us with decisive evidence
of the medium which has in all ages been one
of the most congenial forms in which the
Persian mind has preferred to express its ar-
tistic thought.

In the lowermost of the three palaces of
Susa, superb examples of keramic art were
found. Polychromatic designs painted on
tiles and protected by rich glazes werea
prominent feature of Babylonian art, as re-
cently discovered. We can easily see how
this art was suggested to a people living ina
vast alluvial plain, and finding it easier to
build of bricks made of clay near at hand
and cemented with bitumen, than of stone
brought from long distances. The germs of
all original arts are suggested by the condi-
tions of the environment. The Chaldseans
had no difficulty in proceeding next to dec-
‘orate their buildings with mural paintings
executed on tiles.

Now what we discover at Susa is a form of
keramic painting that is borrowed from that
of Chaldeea, but surpasses it, an art which
not only exhibits great technical skill but
extraordinary ability in design. A painted
lion was excavated at Susa composed with
matchless beauty, spirit, and sympathetic
appreciation of the king of beasts. But the
procession of figures found there representing
the Immortals, or royal guards, is even finer
and is hardly surpassed in the entire range
of decorative art. - The majesty of those
forms which after their long sleep of ages
in the moldering earth are again brought to
160k on the sun which their prototypes wor-
shiped, prepares us to accept all that we read
of the grandeur of Persia under Darius the
Great,

Now let us note the perpetuity of this
peculiarly Persian art, made Persian by the
persistency with which it has been practiced
until the present day in that country. So
late as the time of Shah Abbass, 1600 to 1630,
pictorial plaques were made which rival the
keramic designs of Susa, executed two thou-
sand years earlier. Here we see emphat-
ically displayed the persistence of a national
instinct for a specific style of art expression.

One of the most marked points in Persian
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keramic art was the discovery by the Per-
sians of the secret of irridescent glazes. This
magnificent art was certainly invented in
Persia before the Mohammedan conquest. It
seems probable that the great city of Rhej,
or Rhages, which was destroyed six hundred
years ago, was one of the most important
centers of the manufacture of these tiles 2
reflet. Many fragments have been found in
its ruins, and it was a large city long before
Christ. It ismentioned in the Book of Tobit
and by Herodotus. After the conquest by
the Arabs the making of irridescent ware
still further developed until it became one of
the most widely practiced arts of Persia.
Not only were vases made of it, but mural
tiles for the decoration of mosques and
shrines. Tiles of this description have been
made fully eight feet long. I know of at
least one such still in existence there that is
six feet in length.

A curious circumstance connected with
this art was the variety of glazes, each irri-
descent like the elusive, mystic spark of the
opal, or the shifting splendor of the dying
dolphin, and yet each having a chromatic
tone entirely its own. The master workmen
of Natanz, Kashin, Rhei, Nain, or other
places had each their own secrets for-prepar-
ing their lusters. According to tradition a
certain quantum of gold seems to have en-
tered into the compounding of them all. The
secret of making this irridescent ware was
lost in Persia about two centuries ago. It
is said, however, that near Guadalajara in
Mexico, there is a community of potters who
retain some knowledge of the secret, which
their ancestors learned in Spain from Persian
artisans employed by the Moors. It isan
interesting and important fact that in the
United States at this very time a manufac-
turer of keramic ware, stimulated by the suc-
cesses of Persian artists, has given much
study to the Persian reflets, and is making ex-
periments that already promise to prove very
satisfactory in reviving this exquisite art.

And this leads us to consider how wide the
influence of Persian art continues to be. The
keramics of that country have not only
proved an invaluable link to connect the
world with%he extinct arts of Babylonia, but
they are at this very day still influencing the
practice of keramic art in the foremost coun-
tries of the age.

The fact that Persia borrowed the idea of
decorating tiles from Chaldsea and then as-
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similated the art is another example of one
of the most remarkable traits in art develop-
ment, which Persia shares with every really
great creative art people. I mean the power
of her artists to borrow art methods, and to
re-stamp them with the coinage of their own
genius, To borrow is not to plagiarize un-
less we slavishly imitate. In the great in-
tellectual exchange of the world of mind we
all borrow and lend. Chaucer, Shakspere,
Marlow, Goethe, Milton, all borrowed from
the Italian, the classical, and the Oriental
writers. But with what vast accumulation
of interest did they repay their borrowed
capital! Inlike manner the Persians bor-
rowed from Assyria and Chaldeea, from In-
dia and China. Such is the record of their
art at different periods; but it is neverthe-
less theirs and theirs alone. Twice, atleast,
within historic times, they borrowed meth-
ods and suggestions from China, but bor-
rowed like men who had no hesitation as to
their power of assimilating or of the opulent
resources of their own genius.

Once they did this in the time of the great
Shah Abbass already alluded to, who im-
ported Chinese artists for the royal art
achools. At another time, in the third cen-
tury of -our era, the Persians borrowed from
that country in a most curious and appar-
ently accidental way. Theologians are fa-
miliar with the name of Manee, the founder of
a system of eclectictheology called Manichge-
ism, in which he sought to combine the dis~
tinctive features of Buddhism, Magianism,
and Christianity. But Manee was also a
man of decided artistic temperament. Being
forced by his persecutors to fly, he fled to
China. During his exile he became greatly
interested in the arts of that already ancient
country, and on his return to Persia brought
back with him a collection of notes,sketches,
and paintings which produced a very strong
impression on the arts of Persia during the
Sassanian dynasty. Itis true that he paid
the forfeit of his life for returing home, and
the sect he founded no longer exists in name
although some may now be attempting to
revive his theory of eclectic religion ; but his
art influence is yet felt in Persia and through
Persia over Europe.

The art of Persia during the Sassanian
period, between the third and the seventh
centuries A. D., is sometimes slightingly
spoken of. But no greater mistake can be
made. It was during that period that the
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stylecalled by us Saracenic assumed a definite
character, and finally crystallized into one of
the five or six great and permanent archi-
tectural and decorative types. Such types or
orders are very slow in developing into the
form in which they can be called types that
shall serve as the distinctive guiding prin-
ciple of other schools based upon them.

The Saracenic, the Greek, the Gothic, may
not be always followed with absolute fidelity
in detail, but so long as one of them consti-
tutes the dominating principle of a system
or a building, then such system, or building,
is properly designated as belonging to the
type, which is then like the motif dominating
the thought of a musical composition, con-
stantly reappearing amid the variations in
which the compbser allows his imagination
to wander.

The peculiar pendent decoration of vaults
and niches, which has been carried to such
an exquisite degree of elaboration and
beauty in the Alhambra, is certainly as old
as the Sassanian period. Examples of it are
yet found in the ruins of Rhei. The pen-
dentives of the Tudor Gothic, so magnifi--
cently displayed in St. George’s chapel,
Windsor, appear to have been suggested by
the Maresco-Saracenic architecture. The
lofty arcade and arched entrance reaching up
to the roof, and balanced by tiers of windows
and niches on either side, another prominent
feature of Saracenic art, is seen finely repre-
sented in the still remaining fagade of the
great palace Khosru at Ctesiphon, built long
before the Mohammedan conquest.

The Arabs, who were not an especially ar-
tistic people, when they overthrew the Sas-
sanian dynasty, took Persian artisans with
them in their western conquests, to whom
are really due the magnificence of Cairo and
the fairy-like splendors of the Moorish mon-
uments of Spain. The city of Xerez, from
which is derived the name of sherry wine,
was settled by a colony of artists from
Shiraz in Persia, whence the name Xerez.
Before that period the architects of Constan-
tinople had already borrowed hints from the
so-called Saracenic architecture of Persia,
from which they evolved the Byzantine
school that in turn influenced the Lombard,
Gothic, and Romanesque schools of architec-
ture. After such facts as these shall we not
award all honor to the art of Persia dm‘mg
the Sassanian period?

But there was still another art which
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reached extraordinary excellence under the
Sassanides ; this was the making of textile
fabrics and embroideries of needle-work, one
of theearliest of the arts. Thirteen hundred
years before Christ, Deborah, in her song of
triumph, makes the mother of Sisera say,
“Have they not sped? have they not divi-
ded the prey? to Sisera a prey of divers
colors, a prey of divers colors of needle-work
on both gides P’

Nowin such kindred arts Persia has ex-
celled from time immemorial. Printed cali-
coes have been manufactured there for ages.
Block printing by hand was an art original
to that country. The designs are not small
and constantly repeated as in our prints, but
each piece is stamped with one design, as in
the case of rugs. Theyareused for portiéres,
table cloths, or bed quilts, and also as winding
sheets for the dead, the latter stamped with
arabesque designs interspersed with pious
aphorisms. The Persians borrowed some of
their styles of embroidery” from Cashmere,
bat -they were adepts in their own right, as
one might say, in the fabric of magnificent
brocades at least five centuries before Christ,
as we know from the designs of embroidery
painted on the tiles discovered at Susa.

As to the rugs which form such a promi-
nent feature of Persian decorative art and the
use of silk for carpets and textile fabrics, we
know that the Persians were already masters
in the art of carpet-making before the time
of Alexander. To-day we, in the United
States, can attempt nothing finer in our vast
system of steam looms than to imitate in a
certain far off way the designs of Persian
rugs, of which the smaller and not always'
the best qualities come here. Do we realize
what a Persian rug of the finest quality can
be? The floor of one of the largest audience
halls of the Chehél Sitoon, or Grand Palace,
of Ispahan is still covered by an admirable
carpet in one piece that was made three
centuries ago. It must be understood that
these Persian rugs are made by hand, the
artisan sitting on the wrong side, and carry-
ing the design in his head. But three hun-
dred years are nothing in Persian art.
Rugs were wrought there before Xerxes in-
vaded Greece. At the sack of the capital
fourteen hundred years ago, rugs were found
one hundred and eighty feet long in one
piece, cunningly woven by the needle out of
woolen and silk. The design of one of them
represented a park with a hunting scene, the
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colors being in many parts reproduced with
rubies, emeralds, and other precious stones.
Such rugs, although of less size, may still
be seen in the palaces of the Shah.

The music of ancient Greece was borrowed
from Persia, which at a very early period
had a distinct system and principles regu-
lating musical composition. The travelerin
Tonia, or in the mountain valleys of Thes-
saly and Arcadia may still hear the instru-
ments which animated the bridal festivities
or inspired the conquering armies of Persia
before the days of Cyrus.

Many other features of the arts of Persia
suggest themselves toour studious attention;
but enough has been said to indicate their
character and the lawsof their development.
The most important point to consider in this
connection, which has already been indicated,
is the vast extent of the influence that
has radiated from art centers like Susa and
Persepolis, Ctesiphon and Rhei, Veramin
and Ispahan, the various capitals of that old
yet ever young people of Persia, perhaps the
most remarkable next to the Greeks of any
of the Indo-European races. |

The Moguls took Persian art eastward to
India ; Greek traders carried suggestions of
its architecture to Asia Minor and Greece;
Armenians taught its characteristics to the
men who founded the Byzantine school
whose culminating points are St. Mark’s at
Venice, Moureale at Palermo, and St. Sophia
at Constantinople ; crusaders carried it to
the south of Europe ; the Saracens took it to
Egypt and Spain ; the breezes of the Atlantic
wafted it with the ships of Columbus to the
New World ; and we are sharers of the great
and lasting benefits diffused by the art genius
of Persia; we also reap the results of the
thought which her artists inscribed on her
marbles, her metal work, her embroideries,
and her keramics.

While Persian art can be traced in so many
different directions, we also find it naturally
modified by varying conditions; its influ-
ence, however, is never lost.

The spirit, the genius of Persian art yet
pervades the intellectual atmosphere of the
world. That art has served to keep us inac-
tive communication with the dead arts of
earlier ages, of other lands, and it has been a.
germinating force to the art of other races
besides those of Persia. So long as her art
influence is felt she speaks to us a living lan-
guage, and continues a civilizing power.



THE FRENCH IN THE UNITED STATES.
BY P. F. DE GOURNAY.

HROUGHOUT the great West we find
the landmarks of the hardy French
pioneers who explored, in the interest

of religion or of trade, the vast territories
which until then had been trodden only by
the red man’s foot. Names of rivers and lo-
calities preserve the memory of those devoted
men, who were but the vanguard of the small
bodies of French colonists who first attempted
to plant the civilization of the Old World in
these wilds, for it should not be forgotten
that, next to the English, the first progeni-
tors of the American people, the French,
more than any other nation, contributed to
the original development of what is now the
United States. They settled Wisconsin in
1668 ; Michigan in 1670 ; Illinois in 1672 ; Min-
nesota in 1680 ; Indiana in 1730; Iowa in 1747;
and Missourl in 1763. These settlements
were more or less successful. The French
stronghold was in ILouisiana, settled in 1699,
Their settlement next in importance, in the
South, was that of Mississippi, in 1716. They
also gained a foothold in Alabama and Flor-
ida, Arkansas was first settled by emigrants
from Louisiana, while Kansas owes its ear-
liest settlers to the emigration of French
Canadians. .

The subsequent trend of French immigra-
tion has not converged toward those states.
It has been somewhat erratic. While some
of the Western States still count their French
residents by thousands, in others the number
has dwindled down to a few hundreds. A
comparison of the census returns of 1870 and
1880 for the states having“the largest number
of French, will show how marked this fluctu-
ation and what new directions French immi-
gration has taken:

Number of native French, in 1880 1870
California 9,550 8,068
Illinois, 8,524 10,911
Indiana, . . . 4,473 6,363
Louisiana, 9,992 12,341
Michigan, . 5,200 3,121
Missouri, . . . 4,642 6,293
NewYork, . . . 20321 22,302
‘Ohio, . . . 10,136 12,988
Pennsylvania, . . 7,949 8,695

Of these nine states, only two—California
and Michigan—show any increase, and this
increase is small when compared with the
decrease, in some cases very , in the
seven other states. This falling off was not
confined to the states just mentioned. It was
80 large in the general returns as to present
a puzzle to the thinker. In 1870 there were
116,402 French-born citizens in the United
States ; in 1880 there were only 105,225. Here
is a loss of 11,177, or a little over 10.4 per
cent in a decade during which the aggregate
population of the United States continued to
increase with giant strides. An unusually
large number of Frenchmen must have died
or left the country, if the census figures are
to be relied on. One fact, however, is obvi-
ous, the Empire must have caused more
French subjects to leave their native land
than did the Franco-Prussian war and its
direcousequences, or the establishment of the
Repubiic.

We have some misgivings as to the cor-
rectness of so considerable a falling-off in the
French population of Louisiana. In ante-
bellum times, the French in the city of New
Orleans alone were estimated at a round ten
thousand. The census of 1870 makes the
number 8,845 while New York City is credited
with only 8,265. Be this as it may, while, of
all the states, New York has the largest
anumber of native Frenchmen, Louisiana has,
and has always had, the largest French-
speaking population, and nowhere have the
characteristic traits of the Gaul been so well-
preserved as in the Pelican State. A question
is suggested here which may not be deemed
out of place: How is it, one will ask, that
the French, who do not possess the genius of
colonization, have left their national charac-
teristics so deeply impressed in their former
colonies?

Yankee-like, we must answer the question
by asking another : Whatis meant by ‘‘ genius
of colonization’’ ?

If a nation must lose all claim to colonizing
ability because, through the fortunes of war,
it has lost colonies, still in their infancy and
the resources of which have since been de-
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veloped under the rule of the conqueror, then
France is nof a colonizing nation.

But, if to feund prosperous settlements
amid strange and often savage populations,
to teach those people the advantages of civ-
ilization and the blessings of Christianity,
to win their love and respect by kindness and
justice allied to firmness, is to fulfill some of
the requirements of colonization ; and, if a
colony founded upon these principles hap-
pens to pass under the rule of a foreign con-
queror, and the colonists, be they few or
many, exiles banished from the mother-
country or voluntary emigrants,—if these
colonistsand their descendants persistdespite
harsh measures and persecution, despite
coaxing, bribery, and even increased pros-
perity, in clinging to the language, the cus-
toms, and the religion of the mother-country,
%o that their nationality is changed only in
name, then France is a colonizing power of
the first order. :

Undisturbed possession reveals strength ;
material prosperity indicates intelligence in
developing resources ; it is in the hearts and
minds of men that we should seek the unfad-
ing record of national genius. A century
and & half of British rule has not eradicated
French characteristics from Canada or any
other of the colonies which France lost
through the imbecility of a corrupt king. In
Louisiana, which became American by peace-
ful transfer, these characteristics still strike
the stranger as an anomaly. They will be
found wherever the French have colonized in
by-gone days.

It must be admitted, however, that the
French do not possess the migratory instinct
80 developed as we find it in other European
nations. No more daring explorers, nobolder
adventurers (in the better sense of the word)
can be found in history, and men like De
Brazza, Trivier, Crampel—worthy rivals of
Stanley, though they make less noise in the
world—prove that the race has not degene-
rated. But the same incentive that moves the
few to court hardships and danger in distant
lands, keeps the many at home. Love of
country induces the former to risk their
lives in enterprises which will redound to
the glory of France ; love for the native land
deters thousands from seeking mere personal
advantages in emigration.

It is not to be wondered, therefore, why im-
migration from France has done so little,
comparatively, toward swelling the popula-
E-Apr.
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tion of the United States. It isestimated that
there are now 125,000 French in the states.
While this increase would be far from pro-
portionate to that of the whole population
during the last decade, we are of the opinion
that it is greatly exaggerated. The ruinous
consequences of the Franco-Prussian war,
the exodus from Alsace-Lorraine, the suc-
cession of bad harvests which marked the
years that followed, aad the terrible ravages
of that scourge, the phylloxera, had no per-
ceptible effect on French emigration between
the years 1870 and 1880. In 1872, the total
number of French emigrants, to all countries,
was 9,581, the highest number attained. The
next highest were 7,109in 1871 ; 7,161 in 1873 ;
7,080 in 1874. From 1870 to 1883, inclusive,
the total emigration was 70,423 ; if we sub-
tract the four years previously mentioned,
the annual average for the remaining ten
will be about 3,950, which is, at most, the
normal annual emigration. Nothing has oc-
curred since 1880 that could have materially
changed this average.

The majority of these emigrants do not
come to the United States ; they go to South-
American countries. Among the reasons for
this preference is the very important one of -
language. The English language presents
difficulties that are almost unconquerable by
a Frenchman’s tongue, while he will prompt-
ly master any of the languages which, like
his own, have a Latin origin. He feels, be-
sides, more at home among people of the
Latin race, their habits and customs gener-
ally coming nearer to his own.

The French in the United States, it has
been shown, are in comparatively small num-
bers. They do not represent an important
factor in American politics. It takes a long
time for 4 Frenchman to become an American
citizen, unless he has come with no thoughts
of return, which is rarely the case. He
comes, generally, with the often delusive
hope that after a few years of self-imposed
exile he will return home with improved for-
tunes, but disappointment awaits him, his
stay is indefinitely prolonged; he has con-
tracted new ties, the old ones have been
severed by death. With a sigh of regret he
bids adieu to his fond dream and takes
naturalization papers. Henceforth he will be
faithful to his new allegiance ; the pang he
felt at renouncing the old is a guarantee of
this.

French immigration is not wholly due to
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fortuné-aeeking‘. far from it. Politicalchanges
in France have always had a great deal to do
with it. From the time of the first French
revolution and the San Domingo insurrection
it has been so. The old soldiers of the first
Napoleon turned their backs upon the re-
stored Bourbons and sought homes in the
United States. Quite a colony of these vet-
erans settled in Alabama. It was not a suc-
cessful venture, 18308ent us both Legitimists
and Republicans. During the reign of Louis
Phillippe a number of communists —the
original communists, of milder stamp than
those of the present day—known as Cabes-
iens, after their leader, Cabet, came over and
settled in Louisiana and Texas. In 1848 they
removed to Nauvoo, whence the Mormons
had just been driven. Subsequently, they
founded ‘‘Utopia,” in Kansas, where they
and their descendants, faithful to their old
principles, still live in community. A few
Orleanists left France in disgust on the
proclamation of the Republic of 1848, and a
much larger number of republicans fled or
were ‘‘ deported’’ after the coup d'état which,
for the greater misfortune of France, turned
the adventurer, Louis Bonaparte, into Na-
poleon III.,, Emperor of the French. The
wretched Commune of 1871 contributed per-
haps a larger share to emigration than did
the Franco-Prussian war. That undesirable
element ceased to be dangerous, however,
after it had reached this ¢ land of freedom.”
Not speaking the language of the country,
these deluded wretches could not make in-
cendiary speeches to American audiences,
and to deprive your communard of the right
to vociferate nonsense, is to rob him of the
power to do evil. From their countrymen
whom they found settled here, they could ob-
tain assistance if they were suffering want,
but they met no sympathy for their mad
dreams. And as the old rule, 7/ faut manger,
holds good even in this land of plenty, they
soon settled down to work and have become
harmless, industrious citizens.

All the consular reports agree in certifying
that * there is no deportation of paupers, in-
sane persons, or criminals,’’ and no ‘‘ assisted
emigration. The French government does
not interfere, though it would prefer that its
citizens should emigrate to the French col-
onies.” Nor is this all. The American con-
sul at Havre tells us how far the solicitude of
the French government goes: ‘‘ When a
steamer leaves here with emigrants, the officer
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supervising the emigration calls all the
French emigrants, questions them whether
they have sufficient means to live a reason-
able time after their arrival at their destina-
tion, or whether they have any immediate
prospect of finding work ; if not, the officer
will try by arguments to dissuade them from
emigrating, but he will not prevent them.”
Despite these praiseworthy precautions,
some of the emigrants, arriving in a country
whose language is unknown to them, are
helpless and soon see the end of the scanty
means with which they left home. In every
American city where a hundred Frenchmen,
or even less than half this number, have

-gettled, they have founded benevolent soci-

eties which assist and advise their poor com-
patriots and endeavor to procure work for
them. New York City possesses several of
these societies, besides a French hospital and
asylums for French orphans. New Orleans
also has its French hospital, as have, if we
are correctly informed, Philadelphia, San
Francisco, and some other large cities, The
French in the United States, therefore, try to-
take care of their poor, and the state is sel-
dom burdened with them. The criminal
records of the large cities show very few
French names,

On the whole, then, French immigration:
to the United States is desirable rather than
otherwise. Another glance at the official re-
ports will strengthen this claim. Nothing
is 80 convincing as figures, especially when
they come from an official source. The quota
of France in the ‘‘skilled labor’’ that came to-
this country during the fourteen years—1873to-
1886 inclusive—was as follows : professional,
3,262 ; skilled, 16,237 ; miscellaneous, 29,836.

Referring to the average of the normal an-
nual immigration already given, the natural
conclusion must be that the number of
French ‘ without trade or occupation’ who
arrived during these fourteen years must
have been very small, especially if we deduct
therefrom the children, and a certain propor-
tion of the women as having no occupation.

The number of skilled workmen in the
principal trades, who arrived during that
period of fourteen years is apportioned as
follows: jewelers, 433; glove-makers, 399;
weavers, 317 ; book-binders, 225; watch and
clock makers, 198; hatters, 181; button-
makers, 147 ; dyers, 110; saddlers, 101 ; ma-
chinists, go. Under one hundred we also
find cap-makers, copper-smiths, flax-dressers,
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iron-moulders and founders, lace-manufac-
turers, spinners, pattern-makers, platers and
polishers, in fact all the trades and industries
which contribute to the wealth and industrial
development of this country. Mechanics
not otherwise designated are put down at
s00; miners, 548; farmers, 5,354. A fact,
not generally known, is that the majority of
the French in the United States—principally
in the South and West—are engaged in agri-
cultural pursuits.

Theliberal professions are well-represented.
In New York City there are sixteen French
lawyers, thirty-two physicians, eight den-
tists, eighteen pharmacists, eight painters,
seven musical composers, three sculptors.
Quite as many, if not more, will be found in
other large cities—San Francisco and New
Orleans, for example. The bench and bar of
New Orleans once enjoyed a merited reputa-
tion. The names of the Canonges, Maurians,
Canons, Mazureans, are not forgotten in the
Crescent City. Their successors, no doubt,
strive to emulate those shining lights of by-
gonedays. It was the time when the young
Prenchman Pierre Soulé held the juries in
the criminal court and the crowd at political
meetings, spell-bound by his matchless ora-
tory. He rose to represent Louisiana in the
American Senate—the peer of the Calhouns,
Clays, and Websters—and the United States
at the court of Spain.

The medical profession has counted and
still counts in its ranks not a few celebrities.
It is principally in the states visited by that
scourge, yellow fever, that the French physi-
cians have done noble work. In New York,
the Pasteur Institute for the cure of hydro-
phobia was founded and is managed by Dr.
Paul Gibier, a pupil of the great French
savant. Paintingsby French artists, statues,
and monuments due to the chisel of French
sculptors, adorn the public places and pub-
licand private galleries of many American
cities, including the national capital. French
teachers are met in every town and village in
the Union. This profession is somewhat
over-crowded, it being the first choice of new-
comers who possess no other capital than a
good education; and both sexes seek an
honorable livelihood in the performance of
its arduous duties.

Several flourishing French educational in-
stitutions exist in different states. Some are
duetoindividual enterprise ; others have been
founded by French religious orders devoted
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to the cause of Christian education. Among
the most noted of these isthe magnificent es-
tablishment of the congregation of the Holy
Cross (Ste. Croix du Mans), at Notre Dame
(Indiana), where the superior general of the
order, Father Sorin, who is an officer of
French Public Instruction, has his resi-
dence. Since the days of the missionaries
who first explored the wilds of the Western
world, the Catholic Church has sent a num-
ber of priests to this country, and several of
the American bishops are of French birth or
descent. Of French origin arealso many of our
charitable institutions; the youngest and
most popular of which is, perhaps, the Little
Sisters of the Poor who are respected by Pro-
testants and Catholics alike, and are doing
immense good. There are several French
churches, mostly Catholic ; the largest num-
ber being in New Orleans. There are also
two French Protestant or evangelical churches
in New York, one in Philadelphia, and two or
three more, probably, in other cities.

Although Frenchmen do not generally take
a very active part in American politics, a few
at different times havebeen elected tothe leg-
islature of their adopted state or to municipal
offices. Such is the case, not only in Louisi-
ana, where it might have been expected, but
in Illinois and Iowa. In the late Civil War.
Frenchmen fought on both sides, and rose to
distinction. A rather remarkable coincidence
was that while the Count de Paris, the repre-
sentative of the Orleansdynasty, was serving
as aid-de-camp to General McClellan, Prince
de Polignac, one of the staunchest sup-
porters of the dethromed Bourboms, was
leading a Confederate brigade. We might
name other distinguished soldiers, but laurels
won in a fratricidal contest had better not
be paraded.

We feel more at ease in speaking of another
army, one whose self-imposed mission is not
to kill but to sustain life. We allude to the
great army of French cooks. Truly their
name is legion and they are a power in the
land. Their proper place should be imme-
diately following the liberal professions. And
who doubts that they are entitled to a place
among them? Professional cooks—French
chefs—are often men of finished education, of
sound learning—especially in all that con-
cerns man’s digestion. It is possible that
the rank and file do not all come up to the
chef's standard ; many a poor Frenchman,
unable to find employment here in his par-
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ticular calling, has turned cook without go-
ing through any novitiate. What does it
matter, so long as he has pleased the palate
of his employers?

A lady once asked the writer of this article
some information about the manner of pre-
paring a certain French dish. As he pleaded
ignorance of the culinary art (or science), she
exclaimed, ‘‘ What | you don’t know ? Why,
I thought every French gentlemen under-
stood cooking.” This notion like that enter-
tained of old by the English cockney, that
every Frenchman must be either a hair-
dresser or a dancing-master, is dying out.
But it cannot be denied that, thanks to the
French cook, the American cuisine has im-
proved wonderfully since those by-gone days
when it inspired Talleyrand’s sarcastic wit.

The French press is honorably represented
here. The New Orleans Bee (L’ Abeille) is
the oldest newspaper published in the French
language in the United States, but the New
York Courvier des Etats Unis is the acknowl-
edged organ of the French population and
the able and true exponent of French politics
and ideas. The Cousrier has reached its
sixty-third year—a career of uninterrupted
prosperity. A score of minor lightsin French
journalism shine in various localities. Many

. others after giving proof of undoubted talent,
have flickered during some brief years and
gone out of existence, as many bright young
journals of all nationalities willdo. Yet, not
a few successful writers in the American press
are of French birth. They have conquered
‘the first obstacle to success—the langnage—
and can now fight their way.

In trade and commerce the ghare of our
French merchants ig large, The wine trade
js almost entirely controlled by them, and
to some extent, the French dry goods and
fancy goods trade, This is particularly ap-
plicable to the retail trade in the large sea-
port towns and many inland cities. French
hotels and restaurants are plentiful and
thriving ; and it were idle to enumerate the
barbers, tailors, hair-dressers, bonnet and
dress makers, whose 8kill helps to bring out,
more conspicuously, the native elegance of
American beaux and belles.

The French miners attracted to this coun-
try by the prospect of making more money,
come principally from the mining districts of
the north of France. Many of these are em-
ployed in the coal mines of Illinois, Indiana,
Kansas, and Missouri. The gold and silver
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mines have also had their attraction. They
have drawn capital as well as labor from
France. The Lexington mine, in Montana,
belongs to a French company, as do some of
the Colorado mines. California, as might be
expected, has also its French minersand mine
owners and also numerous French wine-
makers and fruit-growers.

Industrial enterprises requiring a large out-
lay of capital are not so frequently started by
our French residents. Yet some valuable
and successful ones have been founded, es-
pecially in the West. The glass-works of
Ottawa (Illinois) founded by Mr. de la Cha-
pelle, have won quite a name by the excel-
lence of their products. Several prosperous
tanneries, in Chicago, are run by Frenchmen.
In the latter city, Mr. Millet, a nephew of
the celebrated sculptor of that name, has
formed a partnership with the son of the
American painter Healy, for the manufac-
ture of painted glass and house-decorating ar-
ticles of art. We might name several other
enterprises of like importance, did the
limits of this article permit. Quite a
large number, the greater number, in fact
of the French here are engaged in agri-
culture, principally in the Western and
Southern states. Of late years cattle-raising
has attracted the attention of the French. A
number of the newcomers engaged in thisin.
dustry are members of the old moblesse, who,
disgusted with the republic, impelled by a
consequent feeling of misanthropy to flee
from civilization, looking at the cattle-king's
life through poetical eye-glasses, or, in a
more matter-of-fact spirit, calculating upon
the dollars it may bring, have bought ranches
and gone into the business with commend-
ableenergy. Marquis de Mores, notorious for
hisquarrels with the cowboys and for his more
recent participation in the Boulangist con-
spiracy, owns a vast tract at Medora, or Lit-
tle Missouri, on the confines of Dakota and
Montana. A little farther on, at Miles City,
Mr. Vibeaux has shown himself a very suc-
cessful ranchman, while on the very edge of
Yellowstone Park, in Wyoming, close to the
Montana line, Count de Mailly-Nesle and
Marquis du Doré own important ranches. In
the southern part of Dakota, before reaching
Deadwood, is the Fleur de Lys ranch, where
special attention is given to raising Per-
cheron and Arabian stock. This valuable
ranch belongs to Baron de Mandat-Grancey,
who, in addition to being an experienced
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stock-raiser and bold ranchman, has revealed
himself a writer of merit by the interesting
and humorous sketches of his new surround-
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Enough has been said to show that the
French in the United States are doing their
share in the development of the resources of

ings and daily life, which he has written for thisgreat country and its extraordinary prog-

the French press.
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THE MINISTERIAL TONE.

BY ROBERT MCLEAN CUMNOCK.
Of Northwestern University.

quant pleasurein criticising theclergy.

No opportunity has been allowed to
pass unimproved and advice has been offered
ad nauseam. If this advice in all cases had
been discriminating and just, good results
might have followed ; but alas | the criticism
of the elocution of the pulpit has so frequently
taken the form of ridicule or indiscriminate
condemnation, that nothing has come of it,
savea prejudiced notion in the publicmind that
ministers as a class are the poorest speakers
wehave, However general this belief may be,
it is very certain that many of our best speak-
ers are in the ranks of the ministry, and, of
necessity, must be there so long as the pres-
ent order of things continues. The minister
has altogether the best field for the cultiva-
tion of elegant and effective public address ;
the orderly audience, the church constructed
with special reference to speaking, the wide
range of topics to be discussed, the important
interests involved in the discussion, furnish
conditions that no other profession can offer.
So far then from believing ministersto be the
poorest speakers, we are inclined to believe
that they are the best, or should be.

Whatever opinion may be entertained with
reference to this matter, it is very evident
that a fierce and dangerous spirit of fault-
finding is prevalent and popular in our. day.
We live in an age of such large freedom that
nobody hesitates to criticise or rather to find
fault, forgetting that the rarest and highest
ability is required for useful and safe criti-
cism. The true province of the critic is to
construct and build up, not to dissect and
pull down. However beneficent and helpful
the labors of such a class of critics might be
to society, it is nevertheless true that modern
criticism has become essentially destructive.
It is popular in our day to use the knife, to
cut deep, to parade the weakness of public

THERE always has been a certain pi-

men rather than to construct better men out
of what we have, And although ministers
are the targets at which the public especially
delight to aim their shafts, it must be con-
fessed that the clergy themselves are often
as fierce and heartless in their criticism of
one another as the outside iconoclasts. It is
not our purpose to stand sponsor for any of
the eccentricities or improprieties of pulpit
address, nor do we think it wise to allow
an indifferent standard of excellence to be set
up and go unchallenged; we simply wish to
condemn as dangerous and wicked the care-
less, jocose, and irresponsible style of criti-
cism that prevails.

This habit of fault-finding has grown to
such an extent that ministers expect it, and
indeed frequently invite it, and oftentimes
act as though they were disappointed if they
do not get more than they deserve.

How often do we hear these inviting
words—*‘ now do not spare me’’—*‘ cut me to
pieces ’—not knowing that this is the worst
kind of criticism. Is it ever helpful to beat
a man to pieces, and leave him in weakness
to struggle back to his former health and
strength? 1Is it ever cheering or strengthen-
ing to tell a man that he is greatly at fault
in his reading and speaking, and that he
ought to desist from public work until he
can acquire a better form, and then leave
him in his discouragement to improve
under the gracious and good advice he has
received ?

‘To all such reformers we have but one word,
never criticise any man’s reading or speak-
ing unless you can suggest a better method,
and outlinea course of training that will lead
to that end. Keeping this principle in view,
we will endeavor to discuss our theme, What
is the Ministerial Tone ?

It is an unpleasant melody or intonation
of voice used by some ministers. So very few
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speakers use a melody entirely free from un-
pleasant tones, that it wouldbe just as proper
to speak of the actor’s tone, or the lawyer’s
tone, as to speak of the ministerial tone.

It must be remembered that a sentence may
be written out in musical form as well as a
song or any musical composition. The chief
difference being this : in the melody of song
every thing is arbitrary ; in the melody of
speech every thing is voluntary. In other
words, when you sing a song you must sing
the notes as they are written on the musical
staff'; in reading an essay the person reading
makes his own music.

Now it must be very evident that those
people who are unable to sing because of
their lack of appreciation of musical sound,
must be under great disadvantage in making
good music when they speak. It is not
necessary, however, that a personshould be a
good musician or singer in order to be a good
speaker. It is only mnecessary that the
speaker should have such an appreciation of
musical sound that the variety of intonation
employed may be pleasing to the ear. Let
it not be imagined, however, that an agree-

'able melody can be secured by a few weeks’
practice.

In some cases it may take months and
years, and never be thoroughly mastered, but
any improvement in this direction is a sub-
stantial gain. The acquisition of a pleasing
variety of intonation secures two things that
are essential to the successful public speaker :
first, a well modulated voice, which renders
all speech agreeable; second, inflection,
which renders all speech effective and intelli-
gent. A careful and continued study and
practice of the following suggestions is
recommended for the improvement of the
melody of the voice.

FIRST. PRACTICE COLLOQUIAL READING.

A number of colloquial selections should
be secured. The following are admirable
specimens of colloquial style :

A SIMILAR CASE.
Jack, I hear you've gone and done it,—
Yes, I know ; most fellows will ;
Went and tried it once myself, sir,
Though you see I'm single still.
And you met her—did you tell me,
Down at Newport, last July,
And resolved to ask the question
At a soirée? So did I.
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I suppose you left the ball-room,
With its music and its light ;

For they say love’s flame is brightest
In the darkness of the night.

Well, you walked along together,
Overhead the starlit sky ;

And I'll bet—old man, confess it—
You were frightened. So was I.

So you strolled along the terrace,
Saw the summer moonlight pour
All its radiance on the waters,
As they rippled on the shore,
Till at length you gathered courage,
When you saw that none was nigh—
Did you draw her close and tell her .
That you loved her? Sodid I.

Well, I needn’t ask you further,
And I'm sure I wish you joy.
Think I'll wander down and see you
When you’re married—eh, my boy ?
When the honeymoon is over
And you’re settled down, we'll try—

What ? the deuce you say ! Rejected—
You rejected? So was I.
—Anonymous.
OLD CHUMS.

Is it you, Jack? Old boy, is it really you?
Ishouldn’t have known you but that I was told

You might be expected ;—pray, how do you do?
But what, under heaven, has made you soold ?

Your hair ! why, you’ve only a little gray fuzz!
And your beard’s white ! but that can be beau-
tifully died ;
And your legs aren’t but just half aslong as they
was ;
And then-stars and garters! your vest isso wide.

Is this your hand? Lerd, how I envied you that
In the time of our courting,—so soft, and so
small, ’
And now it is callous inside, and so fat,—
Well, you beat the very old deuce, that is all.

Turn round! let me look at you! isn’t it 0dd
How strange in a few years a fellow’s chum
grows !
Your eye is shrunk up like a bean in a pod,
And what are these lines branching out from
your nose?

Your back has gone up and your shoulders gone
down,
And all the old roses are under the plough ;
Why, Jack, if we’d happened to meet about town,
I wouldn’t have known you from Adam, I vow !

You've had trouble, have you? I'm sorry; but
John,
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All trouble sits lightly at your time of life.
How’s Billy, my namesake? You don’t say he’s
gone
To the war, John, andtlu.t you have buried
your wife ?

Poor Katherine | 80 she has left you,—ah me!

1 thought she would live to be fifty, or more.
‘What is it you tell me? She was fifty-three !

O no Jack ! she wasn’t so much by a score.

Well, there’s little Katy,—was that her name,
John ?
She'll rule your house oneot these days like a
queen.
Thatbaby ! good Lord ! is she married and gone?
Witha Jack ten years old ! and a Katy fourteen!

Then I give it up! Why, you're younger than I
By ten or twelve years, and to think you've
come back
A sober old greybeard, just ready to die!
1don’t understand how it is,—do you Jack ?

Tve got all my faculties yet, sound and bright ;
Slight failure my eyes are beginning to hint ;

But still, with my spectacles on, and a light
*T'wixt them and the page, I can read any print.

My hearing is dull, and my leg is more spare,
Perhaps, than it was when I beat you at ball ;

My breath gives out, too, if I go up a stair,—
But nothing worth mentioning, nothing atall !

My hair is just turning a little, you see,
And lately I’ve put on a broader-brimmed hat
Than I wore at your wedding, but you will agree,
014 fellow, I look all the better for that.

I'm sometimes a little rheumatic, 'tis true,
And my nose isn’t quite on a straight line,
they say ;
For all that, I don’t think I've changed much,
do you?
And I don't feel a day older, Jack, not a day.
— Alice Cary.

Additional selections for practice: *‘The
One Horse Shay,” Oliver Wendel Holmes ;
“Pyramus and Thisbe,” J. G. Saxe; ‘‘Her
Letter,” Bret Harte.

Tue conversational character of these pieces
will assist the reader to a natural and me-
lodious use of the voice. They will induce
him to read as he talks, and help him to ac-
quire a variety that is free from false and af-
fected intonations. After a fair degree of
success is attained in reading these selec-
tions, a more difficult list of pieces should be
tried—those involving sentimental and col-
loquial qualities.
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SECOND. COLLOQUIAL SELECTIONS INVOLV -
ING SENTIMENT.

IN AN ATELIER.

I pray you, do not turn your head ; and let your
hands lie folded—so.

It was a dress like this, blood-red, that Dante
liked s0, long ago.

You don’t know Dante? Never mind. He
loved a lady wondrous fair—

His model? Something of the kind. I wonder
if she had your hairl

I wonder if she looked so meek, and was not
meek at all,—my dear

I want that side-light on your cheek. He loved
her, it is very clear,

And painted her, as I paint you ; but rather bet-
ter on the whole,

Depress your chin, yes, that will do: hewu a
painter of the soul !

And painted portraits, too, I think, in the In-
ferno—rather good !

I'd make some certain critics blink if I’d his
method and his mood.

Her name was—Jennie let your glance rest
there by that Majolica tray—

‘Was Beatrice ; they met by chance—they met by
chance, the usual way.

As you and I met, months ago, do you remem-
ber? How your feet

Went crinkle-crinkle on the snow adown the
long gas-lighted street !

An instant in the drug store’s glare you stood as
in a golden frame

And then I swore it—then and there—to hand
your sweetness down to fame,

They met, and loved, and never wed—all this
was long before our time ;

And though they died, they are not dead—such
endless youth gives *mortal rhyme !

Still walks the earth, with haughty mien, great
Daante, in his soul’s distress ;

And still the lovely Florentine goes lovely in
her blood-red dress.

You do not understand at all? He was a poet;
on his page

He drew her; and though kingdoms fall, this
lady lives from age to age:

A poet—that means painter too, for words are
colors, rightly laid ;

And they outlast our brightest hue, for ochers
crack and crimsons fade.

The poets—they are lucky ones ! when we are
thrust upon the shelves,

Our works turn into skeletons almost as quickly
as ourselves;
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For our poor canvass peelo at length, at length
is prized when all is bare :

‘‘Whatgrace !”’ the criticscry, ‘““what strength I”?
when neither strength nor grace is there.

Ah, Jennie, I am sick 4t heart, it is so little one
can do;

We talk our jargon—Tlive for art! I'd much pre-
fer to live for you.

How dull and lifeless colors are ! you smile, and
all my picture lies:

I wish that I could crush a star to make a pig-
ment for your eyes.

Yes child, I know I'm out of tune; the light is
bad ; the sky is gray:

T'll work no more this afternoon, so lay your
royal robes away.

Besides, you’re dreamy—hand on chin—I know
not what—not in the vein :

While I would point Anne Boleyn, you sit there
looking like Elaine,

Not like the youthful, radiant Queen, uncon-
scious of the coming woe,

But rather as she might have been, preparing
for the headsman’s blow.

I see! I’ve put you in a miff—sitting bolt np-
right, wrist on wrist.

How should you look? Why, dear as 1f—come-
bow—as if you’d just been kissed.

—T. B. Aldrich,

¢ John Burns of Gettysburg,”” Bret Harte ;
¢ An Order for a Picture,”” Alice Cary ; “Han-
nah Jane,”” D. R. Locke.

In these selections an occasional passage

of sentiment occurs which requires a change
from a conversational or staccato to an ef-
fusive or lowing form of utterance. To pre-
gerve this smooth utterance and, at the same
time, secure perfect naturalness in the inton-
ations of the voice demands a greater degree
of skill than the reading of the purely col-
loquial styles. The proximity of the collo-
quial passage to the sentimental will serve
as a guide, and help to a natural melody.

THIRD. COMMON READING.

We are now prepared to enter upon the
practice of narrative, descriptive, and didactic
styles, or what is generally called common
reading. Here the difficulties in securing
pleasing variety are greatly increased. The
dignified diction and elaborate structure of
the sentence furnish opportunities for the
display of great taste and skill in the melo-
dious management of the voice. Nothing is
more to be prized as an achievement in elo-
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cutionary work than a skillful and melodious
reading of a piece of common English. Such
an acquisition so thoroughly commends itself
because of its usefulness, that many people
wonder why we do not hear more of it. But
like all good and desirable things it is not
eagily secured. It requires patient and la-
borious practice to acquire a perfect melody
in the reading of an essay or newspaper ar-
ticle. So difficult is it that all this prelimin-
ary practice of colloguial selections is needful
as a preparatory training. I cannot suggest
a better text-book for common reading than
the New Testament.

A few chapters are suggested for prac-
tice. The Sermon on the Mount, Mat. v., vi.,
vii.; The Parable of the Pharigsee and Publican,
Luke xviii.:9; The Parable of the Prodigal
Son, Luke xv.:11; Regeneration, John iii.;
The Blind Man Restored to Sight, John ix.;
Duties enjoined, Rom. xii.; Charity, 1st Cor.
xiii.; The Resurrection, 1st Cor. xv.; Faith,
Heb. xi.; Love, 1st John iv.

Some teachers, whose judgment I greatly
respect, insist that an elaborate system of
rules for inflection and emphasis is the surest
way to lead to a natural and pleasing variety
of intonation. I admit that success has been
secured by this system of training, but I se-
riously question the propriety of beginning
with rules before the pupil hasbeen trained to
a certain appreciation of musical variety. The
teacher may find an occasional pupil that
will yield to no other treatment than the
application of fixed rules, but such are very
rare exceptions. As a matter of fact, the
current melody of a sentence should not be
subjected to rules, otherwise you would ab-
solutely fix the intonations of every person
and thereby destroy all individuality.

I much prefer that the pupil at first should
secure a natural use of his voice, without
thought of rules. After the ear has been
trained to a just appreciation of musical in-
tonations it will then be time to assist and
strengthen the reader by fixed rules for in-
flection, cadence, and emphasis. You will
by this method avoid a peculiar mechanical
stiffness, that frequently appears in those
who train themselves by rules without any
previously acquired power to execute what
the rule requires. Bear in mind constantly
this general direction—read the above chap-
ters as though you were talking in the most
direct way to your hearers, and endeavor to
impress the truth in as earnest and natural
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tones as you would in uttering the same pre-
cepts to your own children.

FOURTH. ORATORICAL EXPRESSION.

Oratory is simply elevated talk, and the
same intonations that are used in common
reading or conversation should be carried into
this style of address. The increase of force,
or volume of voice, greatly adds to the diffi-
culty of securing a pleasing variety. It isin
this style of composition that speakers are
chiefly. found guilty of using ‘‘tomes’’ or
‘'false notes”* or more properly, bad melody.
The safest and best advice we can offer to all
those who have acquired unfortunate habits
of intonation in their public address is this—
pursue the system of practice outlined above
until an appreciation of natural melody such
as you use in ordinary conversation is estab-
lished in your public speaking. A study
and practice of the simple and direct form of
address found in the orations of Wendell
Phillips is recommended ; then the more or-
nate and elaborate form of Burke and Webster
may be attempted.

FIFTH. GRAND, SUBLIME, AND REVER-
ENTIAL READINGS.

These are probably the most difficult styles

inwhich to secure good melody. Innone of the

foregoing selections have we used, to any
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great extent, an effusive utterance, here it is
essential to the expression of the sentiment.
The deep orotund voice rendered with a flow-
ing utterance offers such opportunities for
unpleasant intonations, that very few attain
a perfectly musical modulation. 'An easy
way out of the difficulty would be to drop the
effusion, but if we do this wesacrifice the sen-
timent which is the very life of the thought.
The only way is to be patient and thorough
in the preliminary practice, and rely upon
the cultivated sense of musical sound thus
acquired. To be sure, a less varied melody is
required in these styles, but the need of a
suitable variety is just as imperative here as
elsewhere, Because this style of reading is-
sometimes called monotone do not conclude
that the reader should be monotonous. The
reading is made melodious and pleasing by a
skillful use of the vanish of the tones in the
form of waves. Thereading of a large portion
of the Old Testament, the Revelation in the
New Testament, the reading of most hymns,
and the Liturgy falls under this division.

I have often thought that many of the bad
tones used by ministers in the delivery of
their sermons could be traced to the reading
of these reverential styles. The remedy for
all this is to begin with the simplest forms of
reading and lead up to the most difficult, not.
the reverse order.

THE LIFE OF A NAVAL APPRENTICE.
BY JOHN R. SPEARS.

YING at pier at the entrance of Pov-
erty Bay on the westerly side of the
city of New York is one of the last re-

maining of the old-time wooden war-ghips,
the United States frigate Minnesota. Her
great black hull, her lofty. spars, and her
wide-spreading yards will not cease to at-
tract the admiration of all who see her as
long as she remains in commission. Of the
hundreds of thousands of travelers and pic-
nicers who go up and down the Hudson
every year, few fail to give the great ship a
second look when once attention has been
drawn to her. Attractiveas a picture and as
a reminder of a gallant fleet of other days,
she ig of interest to every patriotic American

for another and more practical reason—she

isone of half a dozen recruiting stations

through which the Naval Department at
Washington is striving to secure American
seamen to man the American war-ships.
That an American mnavy worthy of the
American people will be built, need no lon-
ger be questioned, for both parties of politi-
cians are now committed to such a policy,
while a beginning has already been made
that must excite the hearty approval of every
one who becomes familiar with the matter.
To secure for these new ships a force of men
who shall represent the brains, the ambition,
the courage, and the patriotism of the Amer-
ican people as well as these ships represent.
the American mechanical genius, is the most.
important task to which the Secretary of the
Navy has addressed himself, for in these
days, when the steam winch has taken the
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place of the capstan, and the helix the place
-of apar and canvas, and the incandescent film
‘the place of the whale oil glim, the pictur-
-esque old marline spike salt, with rings in
his ears and curls oa his shoulders, is not
‘wanted. To get the sort of men that are
‘wanted—the young fellows with a spring in
‘their step and a snap in their eye—a system
-of shipping apprentices for naval service has
‘been devised, and the object of this article is
to tell the lad ambitious of living a sailor's
life just what he may expect if he enters the
Navy.

Any lad between the ages of fourteen and
<eighteen who is intelligent and of sound
physique is accepted, but if the truth be told
the boys from the country, awkward and
lubberly though they be and wholly unac-
quainted with ships and seafaring matters,
are the ones received with most favor. The
sterling qualities which somehow seem to be
developed much more readily in the country
than in the city, and which enable the ambi-
tious country bred lad easily to pass the city
‘boy in all other desirable careers, are as ser-
viceable in the Navy as on shore.

To enter the Navy as an apprentice, the
‘boy must first of all obtain the written con-
sent of his legal guardian. As a general
rule this guardian must go with the boy to
‘the recruiting station and there make a
written declaration of his conmsent in the
‘matter, though when a boy lives a long way
from the station he can write to the captain
of the receiving ship and obtain a printed
blank for the guardian to fill out. With
-this in his pocket the boy takes the train for
the port where the ship is, and eventually
finds his way to the pier.

A handsome young man in the uniform of
:a sea soldier will be found on the pier (if the
boy comes to New York) ready to direct him
on board the ship. On the deck another sea
soldier will be found ready to take him to
the captain or whatever officer may bein
<charge of theship. Thisofficer will question
him sharply but kindly, to learn whether he
is a runaway or not, and also what sort of a
character he may have. The boy from the
backwoods, frightened half out of his wits
by the strangeness of his surroundings and
the feeling that he is on trial before a great
man, will feel his hopes sink lower and
lower with every question. He cannot real-
ize that this same officer was, twenty or
‘thirty years ago, just such an awkward lub-
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ber as he is mow—that the officer is very
likely thinking of his own feelings long ago
when he was an applicant for admission to
the Naval Academy, and that he is hoping
that the shy youngster before him will like
the service well enough to make a career
there,

From the officer the boy is sent to the sur-
geon, who strips him and examines him
carefully for physical defects. At these ex-
aminations an astonishing number of boys are
found wanting in some way. Particnlar at-
tention is given to the eyes, which must dis-
tinguish objects and colors at a distance
readily. A boy between fourteen and fifteen
years of age must be at least four feet nine
inches tall, weigh seventy pounds, and
measure twenty-six inches around the chest;
and one between seventeen and eighteen
years must be five feet two inches, weigh one
hundred pounds, and measure twenty-nine
inches around the chest.

From the doctor the boy goes back to the
captain and there he ‘‘signs articles' —an
agreement to serve faithfully Uncle Sam until
twenty-one years old. Then heissent tothe
barber who gives him a bath and trims his
hair, and then the doctor wvaccinates him,
after which he is taken to the tailor and
measured for his uniform. Uncle Sam pre-
sents each boy with clothing and such arti-
cles as a tooth brush, blacking brush, black-
ing, comb, towels, and bedding to the value
of forty-five dollars when he enters the navy,
The pay of the boy begins from the day he
signs articles, and the amount is nine dollars
a month and one ration to begin with.

The boy’s training begins immediately
after he leaves the tailor. He is assigned to
a mess with others who have shipped before
him, and a hammock which will be his bed
thereafter, and a bag which serves instead of
a trunk, are given to him. Then he is con-
ducted about the ship and its various parts
and their names explained to him,

When this little journey is over, the lad is
in a state of mind which the word bewildered
but fairtly portrays. If not considerably dis-
couraged and homesick he is fortunate. To
add to his discomfort some of the more ex-
perienced boys are sure to do a little hazing
on thequiet, but he will get more of that later.

The youngster is kept on the receiving
ship until a squad of twenty has been en-
listed. Then the squad is sent off to the
training ship New Hampshire at Newport,
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Rhode Island, and it is here that the real life
of the apprentice is begun. From four hun-
dred to five hundred boys usually can be
found here at any time, The New Hamp-
shireis simply an old hull with a house built
over the greater part of the upper deck. The
work of training the boys is done on this
ship and on the island adjoining. If the
boy does not find the life there a busy one it
is because he has a capacity for work that is
marvelous.

The day begins with ‘ early daylight-re-
veille,” as the regulations say. The boys
are awakened by a bugle blast and must turn
out, dress, lash their hammocks, and carry
them up on deck tobe stowed away in twelve
minutes. Then they are served with hot
coffee, after which the decks must be cleared
up and swept ; on certain days dirty clothes
must be washed—every boy being his own
laundry-man ; the decks must be acrubbed
and sometimes holystoned, the brass work
brightened, the paint work washed, and the
bilge water pumped out of the hold. Mean-
time the cooks must get breakfast and cer-
tain of the lads must get the tables ready for
breakfast ; all must wash their hands and
faces, The quartermaster gets the flags
ready to send aloft, and by and by, at eight
©'clock, there is another musical blast on the
bugle, the flags are run aloft and spread to
the breeze, the boatswain and his water pipe
blow shrilly on their whistles and all hands
goto breakfast with such appetites as two
hours and a half of work dome on the jump
will give a healthy boy. Ample time—
forty-five minutes—is allowed for the meal.
Then there is more washing and cleaning,
for an American man-o’-war is the cleanest
structure in the world ; and finally at nine-
thirtyall hands are required tostand in lines
so the captain and some other officers can
take a good look at every one, to see that all
areclean and neat. The inspection is con-
tinued to the ship as well, and if there isany
dirt or any misplaced article woe betide the
one who is at fault, for he will have to ex-
plain all about it then and there, and most
likely before the whole ship’s company, and
if there is any blame, prompt punishment
will follow.

After inspection comes drill. The lads
must learn to march, to handle muskets, re-
volvers, broad-swords, cannon of all sorts,
and to go aloft and handle sails. . They must
learn to knot and splice ropes ; to cut, make,
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and mend sails; to handle oars and boat
hooks. They are kept until dinner time at
this sort of thing in a way that makes the
blood tingle. There is more washing,
sweeping, and cleaning about the dinner-
hour and then with dinner over they go at
the drill again, which, with one hour at En-
glish studies for every lad lasts the afternoon
out. Supper is served at five o’clock. After
supper, boats that are in the water must be
hoisted and every thing about the ship putin
shape for the night. All hands are again
mustered to see that all are there, and at
dark the boys get their hammocks and swing
them tothe hooks. From six to seven every
evening, however, a part of the boys must
attend to English studies. The course in-
cludes arithmetic, geography, writing, his-
tory, reading, spelling, and grammar.

During the evening the boys can read or
write to friends, or play innocent games. At
eight fifty the tattoo is sounded and all hands
must turn in. After nine all must keep
sllence.

While this is an accurate description of the
day’s routine of an apprentice at Newport, it
does not adequately describe his life. Work
there is plenty from daylight to dark, and
when darkness comes he is tired. But the
lad will find that work is not all he will have
to think about. In spite of the efforts of the
officers the older boys haze the new ones. It
is not at all serious hazing but it is annoy-
ing. A boy may be required to dance a jig
or whistle or sing or ‘‘beat time,” or do
some sort of monkeyshine to please the
oldsters. It is not, I am prepared to say
after having been through that sortof a
thing, at the Naval Academy, half so bad as
it is commonly supposed to be.

Every morning at eight forty-five there is
a sick-call and those who are ill can go to see
the surgeon. This will seem a curious regu-
lation to those who suppose that the time to
go to the surgeon is when one is taken ill,
without regard to the hour, but the lad must
be very sick before he can go to the surgeon
at any otherhour. Out of five hundred boys,
however, there will be a host anxious to
shirk drills and studies, and the little rascals
will be found so skillful in simulating ill-
ness that an expert is needed to detect them.
The regulation heads off this class somewhat
—they cannot stop work in the middle of a
drill to go to the doctor, and because of the
regulation never think of sucha thing. On
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the other hand the doctor will sometimes
think a really sick boy is shamming. Boys
with headache from catarrh probably never
have a worse time anywhere than in the
Navy, for somehow medical examinations
seldom seem to reveal to naval doctors the
existence of such a disease, so the boy with-
out knowing what ails him suffers on.

As said, the boys have a couple of hours to
themselves each evening. If ambitious they
can study books on some such specialty as
gunnery, torpedoes—what not—and they will
find encouragement among the officers and
discouragement among their mates. The
boy who studies out of hours is jeered at by
the others, though in their hearts they re-
spect and admire him-if he does it from a
real desire to improve himself. If he is sim-
ply anxious to gain favor with the officers he
will be despised on all sides very soon.

But perhaps the most important event in
the life of the apprentice is his first fight.
Let no boy who is afraid to use his fists ship
asanaval apprentice. He enters the Navy to
learn to fight as a man-o’-war’'s man, and he
will have to show his pluck very soon after
getting among the five hundred boys on the
New Hampshire. Theoretically the boysare
not allowed to fight, and when caught at it
are punished ; but it need scarce be said that
officers trained in a fighting service despise
a cowardly boy as much as the boy’s mates
do, and no lad ever lost preferment because
he had been punished for fighting, always
provided he made a manly fight. The fact
that a boy got whipped is nothing against
him if he showed good pluck and did his
level best. Some of the readers may suppose
that a boy with good courage and the Ser-
thon on the Mount in his heart might suc-
cessfully refuse to fight. We read of such
good boys in civil life, sometimes, and the
stories say that the good boy who would not
fight eventually finds the bad boy's house
on fire with the bad boy’s little sister im-
prisoned in the upper story from which he
rescues her with much glory. But in the
Navy the boy’s little sister does not live near
enough to the ship to be rescued. Besides
in real life it is commonly the bad boys who
do the brave deeds of that sort. Let thecon-
scientious boy go into the Navy as Joshua
went into Canaan. He will need to give the
first heathen he meets a sound drubbing, but
after that he can live in peace.

There is no real lack of amusements if there
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is hard work on the New Hampshire. They
have an excellent band of musicians, and the
boys not only can but must learn to dance.
There is a hop once a week, and sometimes
oftener. Saturday afternoon being a holiday
they have baseball and other contests. They
have rowing matches, boxing matches, and
fencing matches. They have private theatri-
cals, and sing as well as dance. In short, if
aboy does not suffer with homesickness he is
pretty certain to think he is having a lot of
fun,

On Sunday they have religious services,
including a Sunday-school that is pretty
nearly non-sectarian.

After from six months to a year on the
New Hampshirve the boysaresent toa cruising
training ship like the Jamestown. Here the
drilling—particularly the drilling in seaman-
ship—which they have had, ona vessel be-
side a pier, is continued in actual service.
They stand watch and watch—that is, four
hours on duty and four off. Cruises to the
West Indies are made in winter and across
the Atlantic in summer. They reef and furl
sail through necessity as well as for practice.
Targets are put out, the ship is cleared for
action, and mock battles are fought. They
must live on sea food—a deal more of salt
beef, pork, beans, and hard tack is served
than of any thing else, but of the food at sea
as well as in port it may here be said that it
is ample in quantity and good enough for
anybody, though by no means all strawberry
shortcake and cream or plum duff.

Arriving in a foreign port the lads are al-
lowed, if they have behaved themselves, to go-
ashore at least once, and not infrequently
several times. When the ship returns to the
United States the boy can get his first leave
of absence to go to his old home and see his
parents. He must be back in ten days, how-
ever,

After from six months to a year on train-
ing ships the boy is likely to be draftedto a
regular man o’ war. It depends on the boy.
The willing and capable lad may get out of
thetraining shipin ayear ; othersmay stay in.
them for their whole apprenticeship. Few,
however, fail to get away in less than two
years except the very youngest boys. In
the regular man o’ war the boy does duty as
a regular sailor. Hitherto he has been an
apprentice only. When taken on the cruis-
ing training ship his pay is advanced to ten
dollars a month, and then to eleven dollars.
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On the regular war-ship he is rated as a sea-
man apprentice of the second class with nine-
teen dollars a month. Here if attentive to
duty he is soon advanced to the first class at
twenty-four dollars a month, There he is
likely to remain until he is twenty-one years
old, for the number of men on a ship is great
and the number of petty offices to be filled is
small. Nevertheless, the active, cheerful boy
who has put in his leisure ‘‘bowing’’ over
useful bpoks, and who was always ‘‘ on deck
with stun’s’ls set ’ when he was wanted for
any thing, finds the way to further prefer-
ment plain and easy. There are petty offices
with pay ranging from thirty to sixty dol-
lars a month that must be filled. It is
scarcely necessary to say, in spite of the
grumbling which one sees in seaport papers,
now and then, that the officers in the Navy
invariably give the Yankee apprentice the
first chance when ‘‘soft billets’ are to be
given out; the officers have every induce-
ment to encourage American boys, and their
prejudices are naturally in favor of the Yan-
kee boy instead of against him.

Arriving at his majority the apprentice
may go home and stay if he wishes. If he
should come back in three months he will
be taken and his pay made onedollara month
more than it was when he left. He may now
hope for still further advancement. He may
become a warrant officer such as a boatswain,
asailmaker, or a gunner at from twelve hun-
dred dollars to eighteen hundred dollars a
year, with corresponding privileges though
of course only the few get these offices and,
unfortunately, political influence at Wash-
ington will help rather more than native abil-
ity and training.

On the whole, then, some lad may ask, is
acareer as a naval seaman one to arouse the
ambition of an American boy? That de-
pends on the boy, for thelife has some serious
drawbacks. .

The naval seaman must never think of
having a wijeand home. He must make the
ship his horne so continuously that he will
be lucky if he is able to spend one full day in
a month on, shore when the shipis in port,—
he may saih the world over but never be al-
lowed to spend over forty-eight hours on
shore in a foreign port,—and he may visit
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many foreign ports without getting ashore in
them at all. The traveling done by a naval
seaman cultivates the mind very little. He
will be constantly subjected to a discipline
that will bring punishment to thebest of men,
and he may in rare cases be under a brutal
officer and suffer unjustly. But to the mind
of the true American the one consideration
which above all others should keep him out
of the Navy is the law that provides that only
graduates of the Naval Academy shall re-
ceive commissions as naval officers. The
American seaman, no matter what his talent,
industry, and accomplishments, must forever
go about the decks acknowledging by the
servile sign called the salute his inferiority
to a class above him, For the midshipman
to salute the admiral is not degrading to the
midshipman for some day the midshipman
may wear the admiral's lace, but for the
American boy to admit and constantly pa-
rade his admission that he is of a class that
is and must remain inferior to another class
is humiliating alike to the inferior class and
the people who boast of political equality.

Nevertheless there are plenty of boys who
would be far better off in the Navy than they -
ever will be in civil life. There is a vast dif-
ference between the clean, healthy ship and
the dark, ill-ventilated factory and tenement,
not to mention more noisome places in which
hundreds of men must labor on shore. The
discipline of the ship may be strict but it is
by no means as bad as the domineering of
brutal foremen. Naval seamen have to sa-
lute a superior officer but they do not have to
drop their tools and go home moneyless to
hungry families at the dictation of a super-
cilious and perhaps drunken walking dele-
gate. The sailor misses someof the comforts
of the man with a good wifeand children, but
he never weeps over tiny graves ; and shrews
and deserted firesides have no terrorsfor him.
He has food, shelter, and clothing that are
ample and attractive. He is such a healthy,
hearty, lusty fellow that he is a favorite with
the gentler sex the world over. He grows
old slowly, and when at last white hairs do
come, the wrinkles in his face lie across
his forehead and in crow’s feet about his
eyes and curve upward from the corners of
his mouth,




THE WRITTEN EXAMINATION AND GOOD LITERATURE.
BY MARY E. BURT.

of Plato wished to have his son edu-

cated he took him to Socrates, who, by
some strange coincidence, had dreamed the
night before that he bore in his bosom a
young swan which as soon as the feathers
came upon it displayed its wings, and sing-
ing with inexpressible sweetness raised itself
into the highest regions of air, soaring with
intrepid flight. Socrates never doubted that
the swan typified Plato and the boundless
fame he was destined to enjoy.

If Socrates had been a modern pedagogue
instead of the grand old sage that he was, his
dream would doubtless have taken on a dif-
ferent form. He would have caught the im-
aginary swan, pulled out all of its feathers,
converted the -quills into pens, and set the
featherless body to work to pass a written
examination on the gong it had never sung,
So would Socrates have lost the song and so
would Plato have lost the power to sing.

In the history of education there is no
phase more curious than the development of
the practice of crowding from sixty to eighty
little children into a close school-room and
cramping their wee hands with pens and
pencils in order to make them express ideas
they never have had.

How such a pernicious habit could have
superimposed itself upon what is supposed
tobethethinking classof thecommunity, how
it could have grown out of the old way of
learning in the open air in the free enjoy-
ment of life and of wise conversation, defies
all laws of psychology and of evolution.
When Herod caused the slaughter of the in-
* nocents, he chose a wise and noble method.
He might have shown himself less of a gen-
tleman. He might have cooped up the ba-
bies in a school-room, pressed pens and pen-
cils into their chubby fists and compelled
them to pass an examination on the condi-
tions around them or the mysteries back of
them, the transmigration of their souls over
into this world of ‘‘absolute knowledge.”
For how can a baby go on and learn any
thing new unless it can definitely account
for what went before? And when Herod
found out that the infants knew nothing

FENELON relates that when the father

whatever either of this strange world or the
strange world whence they came, he might
have huddled them ‘back into the lower
grade”’ to be crammed and crowded and op-
pressed with thoughts (?), the necessary con-
ditions for producing which, had never been
presented to them. After this Herod might.
have called a council to discuss the question,
‘‘ Why have our children no reasoning abil-
ity?”’ Yes, Herod might have shown him-
self far less of a gentleman than he was. It
is worth a great deal to a child to be killed at.
once rather than by gentle indirections.

Little Joe, seven years old, was the child
of poor working people who regarded a
public school as the Greeks look upon Mount
Olympus. To them it was the home of the
gods. Little Joe was a sturdy fellow, quiet
and timid, but careful and diligent in his
work. The whole year through he had
studied his lessons with that patient fidelity
which only a child can give, Being a for-
eigner, the silent letters and the capitals be-
came sadly mixed in his mind. When ex-
amination day came the capital letters were-
erased from the blackboard that the children
might not have them for reference to help-
them through. It was a part of their grade
work that they should know the capital let-
ters, and a part of the school system that
each principal should be required to demand
that ‘‘certain amount of -absolute knowl-
edge.” ,

The principal came inand the examination
began, Little Joe’s pale face showed a world
of anxiety. What if he should fail! What.
would father and mother say! ‘‘Mouse,”’
pronounced the principal, anc little Joe’s.
trembling fingers wrote ‘“‘mouse.” He be-
gan to tremble. Might there rot be a mis-
take about the silent letter at the end of the
word? He greatly feared it. Thetearscame
into his eyes and rolled in large drops over
his earnest little face. ‘¢ Pete!,” was the
next word pronounced for the babies to
write. Little Joe looked up with hopeless
despair, He began to cry and raised his.
hand in a helpless appeal for aid. Upon be-
ing asked, ‘ What is the matter, Joe?"’ he-
replied, * I—I forget how to make a capital
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P sobbing as though his heart would’
break. The principal, with more heart for
the child than respect for the demand of the

school-system for ‘‘absolute knowledge,”

placed a capital Pon the blackboard and
“Peter” was spelled. But the child’s peace
of mind was gone and the curse of childhood,

adread of the written examination, was
upon him. He had fairly earned a right to
promotion by his diligence as well as by his
intelligence through the year, struggling
with the difficulties of a strange tongue, and
now, at last, he received his promotion as a
beggar receives alms, through the cAarify of
his teachers. Little Joe left school before he
was ten years of age to begin earning a liv-
ing, without the ability to tell a good book
from a bad one, and thoroughly affected with
the examination fright which like a cancer
has for years been eating the vitality out of
public achools ; indeed it is the thief which
has stolen hours and hours from children,
hours which ought to have been devoted to
acquiring a taste for good reading; hours
when they might have developed a power to
sing songs grander than Plato’s.

The tendency of the written examination
is to make boys disgusted with school-work
and drive them to seek relief in any thing
that presents life. They will haunt saloons
in preference to entering the school-room.
And girls will waste their time in gossiping
over their ‘‘marks’’ instead of discussing
the subject matter of their lessons, a habit
which leads on to worse subjects of gossip.
And so the saloons and circles for small talk
are filled and the public libraries are emptied.
Not long since I passed some pupils on the
street who were going to a school where
written examinations were held onceamonth.
I noticed that the children were speaking in
loud and angry tones about their ‘‘ marks."
One girl ‘“had the same answer’ that an-
other girl had, ‘‘but was marked lower,’
and a boy knew that his paper was better
than that of some other pupil who received a
higher mark. Omne pupil *‘ never had a mo-
ment at home'’ for her outside duties or
pleasures, ‘‘could not practice a music les-
son half an hour a day for fear of failing at
examination.”

Two blocks from these scolding little crea-
tures I met a large number of children going
to a achool where examinations were not
considered right. Some little children were
investigating a small patch of ground to

study the habits of the earth-worm, another
set watched a bird curiously, while older
ones were discussing literary topics.

The barrenness of the thought of those:
children who went to the first school, the
anger in their tones, the lassitude of their
walk, were expositions of the viciousness of’
the system under which they were strug-
gling, and it was all the more marked when.
put in contrast with the fine quality of feel-
ing, the vigor and fertility of thought, and
the abundance of *‘absolute knowledge’' of
the children who were not under the curse.

The presumption of the written examina-
tion is not unlike that of the vulture which
ate out the vitals of Prometheus as fast as.
they could grow in ; it is the quality of pre-
sumption which would destroy all the heav-
enly fire which the god would gladly bring-
down to men. No sooner does a child getan
idea started than the examination swoops.
down to drag forth its roots to daylight that
they may be fumbled over and killed with.
criticism. Does the child get a thought
sprouted on Monday, does it grow a little on
Tuesday and a little more on Wednesday, it.
must surely be pulled up on Thursday and
subjected to a written examination, that the
teacher may have proof that it is really there,
and that she may know exactly what condi-
tion it isin. And this poor little green ap-
pleis called a resul/t. Aslong as law sanc-
tions and encourages green fruit being
brought to market we need never hope for
the Golden Apples of Hesperides, the well-
rounded thought which comes from seeing
widely enough to take in things in their re-
lations. That this can be done “once a
month " or “oncea year” is the height of
absurdity.

The various theories concerning the utility
of the written examination are equally piti-
ful and false. That it ‘‘ preparesthe children
to express their thoughts more clearly” on
paper ; that it ‘‘accustoms them to written
examinations so that they will, in after life,
have no fear of it if called upon to meet the
teachers’ examination or the civil service
examination.” So far from enabling a child
to express his thoughts more clearly, it de-
prives him of the power to express his
thought in any manner; it deprives him of
any thought to express ; and it no more pre-
pares him to bear an examination in later
life than an attack of malarial fever fits him
to meet an attack of the small-pox.



64

Two hundred and thirty high school grad-
uates were examined at one time for teachers
and only omne ‘“‘passed.”” That one was a
girl who had never had a written lesson in
her life until nearly thirteen: years of age.
She had spent her early years in reading and
'had been kept out of the public schools. It is
not the business of schools to overstock the
market with civil service clerks and teachers
or other professional people ; it is their office
to let children develop into *‘all-round men
and women.” Written examinations destroy
the nerves of children, injure their sight, and
break up their sense of entirety, giving them
the idea that a thing can be ‘‘finished.” A
<hild often ‘¢ finishes ’ a subject which a phi-
losopher can flever finish though he devote
his life to it. Written examinations destroy
the muscles of children. I have seen the
muscles in the wrist of a young girl throb
violently from this cause—so that she was
obliged to choose between school work and
taking musiclessons. Written examinations
induce sleeplessness in children and destroy
the best powers of teachers, taking from them
the chance of that broad culture which comes
through reading the great books of the
world—the books which stand for power.
The written examination is only a prod, to
goad on children and teachers as a cowboy
goads on hiscattle. In the handsofateacher
it is a prod to drive children home at
night to have their papents teach them so
that they can recite at school instead of learn-
ing at school. In the hands of a principal it
is a prod whereby to drive the teacher. Un-
der its sting no teaching is done in the school-
room. The teaching is done by the parent
at home, and the school-room is merely the
place where children parade night-work done
by themselves or their parents. The written
examination is not a factor in the develop-
ment of thought, it is only a bell-punch to
record results. It has nothing whatever to
do with placing conditions clearly before a
child’s mind that he may come to indepen-
dent conclusions,—which is real teaching.
The written examination is one of the chief
factors in driving children out of school at an
early age ‘‘to go to work.” In one city, in
one year 16,776 children left school between
January and June, in time to escapethe yearly
examination. And out of 63,372 primary
children only 14,203 reached the grammar
grades. More than fifty per cent of the
children leave school beforethe age of twelve
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and they go without the judgment to choose
between a great book and a poor one. The
child who leaves school, even at the age of
ten years, if he have the ability and the taste
to select a good book and the hunger to read
it, is educated. He is educated in that he is
started in the way of self-education ; better
educated than the man of twenty-five years,
the college graduate, who has gone through
the grind but has acquired no taste for read-
ing. There will never be a close relation be-
tween public schools and good literature so
long as children feel that they must smug-
gle books into school and read them on the
sly. This has been the record of the past.
And there will be little relation between the
public schools and education as long as chil-
dren are made to think that text-books are
real books. Take as an illustration those
schools where some pitiful school-readeris the
‘‘bread and butter’’ of the work and the classic
only a rare condiment ; the school-reader the
standard, and Shakspere or Homer only a
‘‘supplementary reader.’”’ Shakspere, Homer,
Dante, Hawthorne,—only supplementary
to Goosey Gander and Dick Twaddler! Oras
a worse illustration the schools where even
the supplementary readers are another variety
of text-books, the classics not having even
the shadow of a chanceon the supplementary
list, the list whose original office it was to
open a back door for the classics to come in,
even though they had to sneak in like forlorn
beggars and tramps in a sort of apologetic
way. Less than ten years ago I used to feel
guilty of misappropriating school time if I
allowed a child to read a book in school un-
less it was atext-book. Inthosedays I often
told my pupils that while I considered it right
for them to read ‘ Tanglewood Tales’’ and
similar books in school hours, it was not at
all certain in my mind that I should not be
severely criticised if they were found reading
instead of studying. Even then I would not
compel a child to put away his real book for
his text-book, preferring the censure if it
should come, to the credit of getting the pu-
pils to be interested in text-books. It is
doubtful whether any good ever comes
taking from the child the book in which he is
absorbed to replace it with one which is less
interesting. If any book must go, it might
much better be the text-book than the stand-
ard author,

Children ought to have at least one hour a
day out of the five hours of achool time for
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“golid comfort”’ in reading some masterpiece
of literature. A child of six years is much
better off with ‘‘Jack and the Bean Stalk,”
“Cinderella,’”’ and ‘‘ Puss in Boots’’ thanhe is
with a half dozen varieties of little readers
orapile of blocks. At seven he might much
betteramuse himself with Andersen’s ‘‘Fairy
Tales” or Scudder’s *‘ Folk Lore,’ than to be
troubling himself about a column of words in
his second reader., And as he goes on in
years it is vastly more to his advantage to
become familiar with Zsop’s Fables, Pil-
grim’'s Progress, and stories from the old
classics than to waste time in trying to evade
the Least Common Multiple, or the Greatest
Common Divisor, or in computing the cost
of an impossible brick wall by some method
which contractors in brick laugh at.
A good book carefully read and discussed,
will furnish far better thought for abstracts
and essays and serve higher purposes than
the written examination. For the purpose
of the latter is not to show whether the child
is conversant with the subject or not ; its of-
fice is to compare his little knowledge with
the little knowledge of the examiner. This
i8 no test of *‘ absolute knowledge.” ‘ That
your little knowledge does not happen to be
the same as my little knowledge is no proof
that I have none.” One of the most success-
ful of our school principals once said, * IfI
had a dull pupil whom I wished to brighten
upI would do nothing during the first six
months but entertain him with interesting
reading.” People who try to develop reason
in a child before developing imagination, be-
gin atthe wrong end. A child must imagine
athing beforehe can reason aboutit. The child
who has had his conscious activity aroused
through Pilgrim’s Progress or Robinson
Crusoe is much better fitted to attack Longi-
tude and Time or Relative Pronouns than the
child who has been kept at work reducing
common fractions to circulating decimals.
The dullest pupil in mathematics I have ever
seen, the boy who declared that he was “‘tired
of life because there was so much arithmetic
init,” but persistently read Shakspere and
Bumns, soon mastered arithmetic when it be-
came necessary, that he might accept a po-
sition a8 teacher in a high school. People
will always learn arithmetic as soon as they
need to use it if they know how to read ; but
the reverse is not true. No child brought up
on cube roots and square roots thereby at-
tains the power to master the great thoughts
F-Apr,
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which lie in poetry and science. The poetic,
the artistic intelligence, is master of the
mathematical, but the mathematical cannot
in the least comprehend the poetic or the ar-
tistic. An artist can draw all the curves and
straight lines used by the mechanic, with no
trouble whatever, because it is a matter of
rules and rulers. But when the mechanic
undertakes to apply his rules and rulers to
the subtle and complex imageries of the ar-
tist heshows at once his awkward limitations.
The written examination creates low desires
in the child. He prides himself on ‘¢ stand-
ing above’ his comrade who has a lower
mark ; whereas the masterpiece of literature
creates in him a longing to share equally
with his companion the greattjjoughts of the
world. The examination furnishes him with
low standards. He works for small desul-
tory knowledge instead of the power to get
large knowledge; he does not see that the
thing he is trying to get is good, in and of
itself, worthy of all his efforts. The mark—
the symbol—is what he strives for and ‘not
the thing symbolized. And itisequally true
of teachers who work to pass the teacher’'s
examination, deserting real culture for text-
book examinations, selling the soul to re-
deem the body. It is a pitiable condition
when a teacher can offer no higher induce-
ment to achild than that he may “‘fail” if he
does mnot study. It is pitiable, too, when a
Board of School Commissioners can find
nothing greater in the broad culture
which speaks for itself than in the small
samples of ‘‘absolute knowledge” ob-
tained in answers to examination ques-
tions. And it is pitiable also when a teacher
does not know ‘‘ how to grade " achild ex-
cept through a written examination. Even
a wild bird has judgment enough to push the
strongest fledgeling out of the nest first.
That good literature in the public schools
and the written examination are in antago-
nistic relation is proved by the fact that where-
ever the examination craze begins to die out
a literary impulse sets in. Good books are
no longer smuggled into the school-room and
vicious reading is crowded out. In Chicago
it is noticeably true that since the written
examination has been discouraged among
the children, there has been a general literary
movement in primary and grammar grades.
This literary movement, however, will not
mean all that it should mean wuntil a

-higher motive underlies it than getting ac-
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quainted with books merely. Reading too
long has been nothing but word-getting, and
now it threatens to become mere book-getting.
Although it is a great step in advance, to
read that one may know bdoks rather than
““to recognize words at sight,” yet there is
no reason why reading, even in the primary
grades, should not serve as a foundation for a
systematic knowledge of the world’s litera-
ture. The thought of to-day is a develop-
ment of the thought of the past and there are
related parts in each epoch of the world’s lit-
erature which should become foundation
stoneg in a child’s knowledge as soon or even
before he begins to read. There are other re-
lated parts which follow in natural sequence
at every pcing of his growth. Good desul-
tory reading is better than bad desultory
reading but a system which will give the
child a right idea of the growth of literature
is more economical and more practical than
either. Such a system would do away with
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much ot the unimportant reading which is
done, the reading that tends nowhere. The
development of material forces, the history
of the earth and its geography would lie back
of it and the development of the soul before
it. Both child and teacher would eventually
realize that education is a seamless robe, in
which all parts are harmoniously related ;and
that the chief end of reading is to unite all
the strength which liesback of us to ourown,
making us live many lives where we lived
butone before, giving us new courage, greater
helpfulness, finer sensibilitiesand surer faith, -
Such a system admits of no written examin-
ation any more than a healthy body admits
of constant vivisection that the circulation of
the blood may be investigated.

It implies the education of the hand to help
the head, an education of the head to help the
heart and soul, and the education of the soul
to transmit more truly ‘‘ the Light of the Im-
mortal Dawn.”

CRISPI'S WRITINGS AND ORATIONS. ’

BY SIGMUND MUNZ.
Translated from the ‘' Deutsche Rundschau " for ** The Chautauquan.”

N the evening of his life the Italian pre-
mier steps into public notice with a col-
lection of his writings and orations.

These bear witness to the sgilence as to the
eloquence of the Sicilian, who for more than
three years has stood at the head of the gov-
ernment.

If we recall that Cavour while he was in
parliament, which was only about ten years,
produced eleven extensive wvolumes, and
that he was also a fruitful political and
economic writer, we cannot but be aston-
ished to find that Francesco Crispi, a politi-
cian for forty years, who has had thirty
years of parliamentary activity to look back
on, to-day cannot show more than seven hun-
dred and sixty-five printed pages, both writ-
ten and spoken. To be sure the speeches
which the Sicilian made in the Chamber, and
the articles which he has contributed to the
Italian journals, in so far as they are only an
echo of the events of the day, are notin-
cluded in the volume which is just mow
brought to the light of publicity ; but the
impression constantly forces itself upon us
that the historian and speaker in Crispi is

not disproportionately less fruitful than in
Cavour, nor even than in D’Azeglio and
Minghetti, those masters of the pen, nor, per-
haps, Depretis and Cairoli, his immediate:
predecessors in rule. There are not a few in
Italy who think that Crispi has done more:
for his native land than them all. But that
he has written much more for his country,
nobody will assert,

In reality the great Sicilian is neither a.
great historian nor a great orator. He stam-
mersand hesitates, he speaks and writes with.
difficulty. Unlike the great field-marshal,
Von Moltke, he does not compensate us with_
masterly writings for his short speeches.
For in them is more labor than skill. Crispi
certainly is always very real, but always.
somewhat awkward. He makes us antici-
pate what he wishes to say, but he is not
able to represent it in expressive words and
figures, as Prince Bismarck. For several
decades character-readers have seen in the
historian and speaker Crispi a man of deeds;

we may see to-day that he has won laurels.

more by deeds than by words.
The greater part of Crispi’s history relates.
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to his narrow native land, the island of
Sicily. He was engaged for more than ten
years in securing its release from the yokeof
the Bourbon dynasty. It isin a variety of
ways, by accounts of historical facts, by the
publication of new documents, by the story
of the Revolution of 1848 in Sicily, by a study
of the management of the communities in
Italy in general and in the kingdom of both
Sicilies in particular, that the son of this vol-
canic island seeks to impress the fact that
hig native island followed a law of political
necessity when it joined Piedmont in order
to be free. And so when the revolutionary
struggle of Sicily was first crowned with suc-
cess in 1860 by the landing in Marsalia of
Garibaldi with his ‘‘ Thousand’ followers,
Crispi’s attachment to his native country
finds an energetic and at the same time per-
soual expression in the journal which he
conducted directly for the Garibaldian move-
ment, and through which he played an im-
portant part with the dictator. He made no
secret of the fact that so far as he had only
the deposition of the Bourbons in sight, he
was a Republican and an implicit disciple of
Mazzini; but he desired to free Sicily in
Victor Emanuel’s name. That he was for
‘“union’ bristles in every line of his writ-
ings, also that from the first day he took ac-
$ion in politics he was for a united Italy and
not a federative; he gladly sacrificed the
antonomy of Sicily on the altar of united
Italy.

In his writings only a few words about
Cavour are found. In the beginning of his
career he hated the great Piedmontese whom
he suspected of wishing to conquer for Sar-
diniathesouthern states—Naples and Sicily—
and of degrading them to a province instead
of winning them to be with Piedmont and
Liguria equal and necessary elements in the
one great organism, Italy. For in the states
Francesco Crispi saw the nucleus for Italy’s
fature union. He preferred and admired
Garibaldi to whom he remained true long
after he had left Mazzini, the Republican. Yet
he respected his oppoment Mazzini and felt
that he was not without purpose in the
school of great Genoese revolutionists.

The revolution was Francesco Crispi’s first
step in political life. In hisearliest writings
he discusses in very bitter language the rul-
ing dynasty in Naples, and the oppressive
magistrates in Palermo, also European di-
plomacy and the political authority of Turin.
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Cavalier Fortunato, a pliant tool of the Bour-
bon dynasty, struck a sharp blow against
the Sicilian champions of freedom, in Lord
William Temple’s diplomaticcommunication,
and sought to bring them into disrepute in
Europe. When Crispi, then living in exile
in Turin, wrote the memoir of the revolution
in Sicily, he denounced Fortunato in a vig-
orous attack. At thirty years of age he al-
ready counted in the scales of the revolution.
He became a member of the general parlia-
ment in Palermo, with a determination to
depose the ruling dynasty, and when after
Messina, Catania, and Palermo had capitu-
lated, he declared in his journal L' Apostolato
against the veconciliation of the islanders
with the Bourbons, he was banished to Pied-
mont, where he supported himself as an as-
sociate on a democratic journal.

In his memoir of the Sicilian revolution,
Crispi’s language is that of a revolutionist.
He certainly does not speak from the pro-
phetic pedestal of Mazzini, who, after he had
preached enough in the terminology of his
predecessors, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel,
when he had warned and threatened, will-
ingly mounted the Pythian tripod, and
served the people to the mythical langnage
of the oracle; but Francesco Crispi was pa-
thetic in every phase of his life. ‘' Justice
will come to every man!” he once ex-
claimed, and though usually dry and matter-
of-fact sometimes he falls into the declama-
tory style of the 7ribune.

He defines the Moderates as men with only
half measures, and he was too young to
grasp the power of the golden mean which
certain celebrated patriots of Piedmont pro-
fessed. In his extensive writings on Maz-
zini, entitled Repubblica ¢ Monarchia, the
statesman in Crispi first spoke, He seldom
argues. He simply states his views ; but in
his letter to Mazzini he knows how to limit
himself, for he addresses the master. Though
Mazzini, the Republican, 8o Crispi calls him,
has openly retracted all friendship to him,
the Monarchist, he will not take to him
this letter of renunciation from the man,
whom he homnors, but will take pains to
write com amimo amico. He had turned to
the monarchy only because in this form he
saw the promise of Italy’s union. ‘‘ The
monarchy unites us, the republic would di-
videus I This thesis he now sought to
demonstrate in nineteen capitals.

He energetically attacks Mazzini’s Repub-



68

licanism from his past life. In principle a
Republican, even as Mazzini was, so Crispi
wrote, he had been induced to serve the mon-
archy for the fulfillment of the aim of his
life,—the union of Italy. And Mazzini's
alliance with the monarchy would have been
by no means the first change, the change of
immaturity, in the agitator's public life, but
he had first turned to the Savoy dynasty,
after he had hoped in vain for the fulfillment
of his wish by the Pope. Already, 1831,
Mazzini in vain had called to King Karl
Albert: Uniteci, Sive ! (Unite us, Sir!) Fif-
teen years went by, and when Pius IX. as-
cended the throne, the Italian gave himself
up to the delusion that this count from Sini-
gaglia would use the great moral power in
his. hands for the restoration of his fallen
country.
Mazzini lived in this presumption, and in
a letter dated September 8, 1847, which went
the rounds of Europe, he entreats the pontiff:
“‘Unite Italy, your fatherland. There are
those whom you need only bless to win them
to work for you in your name.” In vain,
the contrary happened ; then Mazzini freely
announced a political porgram, which he
sent to his contemporaries : That in the first
place he advocated the expulsion of foreign
masteries, in the second place the unity of
his native land, and in the third place, a form
of state which would be fitting to a newking-
dom. He promised that government his sup-
port which should undertake to free Italy.
In one unusually flowery speech Crispi de-
fines an Italian as a man whom in former days
people generally designated as a ** geograph-
ical conception.”” Hesays, ‘‘ Centuries have
dismembered our poor country ; it might be
compared to a polyp, which cut to pieces
lives on in the individual parts of which it
now congists ; without recognizing that the
parts belong to a whole, it lives an independ-
ent and almost natural life.”” Yet even in
Italy enslaved by the stranger and torn into
many kingdoms there is a national spirit,
which at times beams out from the night of
foreign rule with light and warmth, From
that day when Italy stands united there will
be forever no first and no last, no conquerors
_and no vassals. Sicily swimming in the far-
thest sea will be just as free as Sardinia, this
old royal estate of the House of Savoy, and
Palermo and Messina shall play no less a
part in the new united kingdom than Turin
and Genoa.
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It makes Francesco Crispi burn with patri-
otic scorn, to think that these Piedmontians,
these champions in the strife for union, may
have supremacy over the southern lands. He
speaks of them with contempt as the emissari
piemontesi—and he seeks to forget that the
north was intellectually divided from the
south, that mot only Cavour and Victor
Emanuel, but also Garibaldi and Mazzini,
these leaders of the whole national move-
ment were northerners.

Rather more interesting than his historiocal
publications are the notes on the events of
the time which he took down in his note-book.
His Diasio is eighty pages in length. The
first part of the note-book was made on an
excursion to Sicily that he took in the sum-
mer of 1859 from London, where he lived in
Mazzini’s neighborhood, and where in con-
junction with him he agitated for an insur-
rection against the Bourbons. The Lom-
bards were already freed from the Austrian
yoke, but the lion of San Marco and the
Roman wolf, Naples and Sicily, yet lan-
guished in chains. In accordance with
Crispi's agreement with his Sicilian country-
men, they were to free themselves, October
4, from the Bourbons. From London, where
he had arrived meanwhile, Crispi betook him-
self in the disguise and with the pass of a
certain Tobia Olivaie who was a Maltese by
birth but an English subject. The revolt
which was appointed for October 4, was post-
poned till October 12. The Sicilian embarked
October 8 for Marseilles in the ghip Carmel,
on board of which he became acquainted with
both the Lenormants, Charles the archseolo-
gist, and his son Francis, the Orientalist.

Arriving at Messina October 11, Crispi
learned that his colleagues in Palermo had
again postponed the insurrection. Cast down
by this unwelcome news, he determined to
set out for Greece. He returnedto his native
land and with resignation embarked for the
Pirgeus. The journey unexpectedly consumed
more than two weeks, and not till October
27 did he bid farewell to the coasts of Greece.
Then he went to Malta, Gibraltar, and Spain,
returning to Italy in December.

He improved the short time he had tospend
in Athens. His intercourse with Lenormant,
with the French philanthropist and historian
Appert (known for hia study of convict life)
and with the Greek revolutionist Rigopoulo,
greatly urged him on. As an Italian patriot
he cherished the greatest sympathy for all
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Hellenic patriots who cherished the hope
that the dreams which so many philhellenes
had dreamed on the ruins of the Acropolis,
would yet be fulfilled. The Greek patriots
joyfully followed the events of the Lombardy
battle-fields, for in Turin as in Athens they
fought for national principle. At the time
when Crispi was in Greece, the Bavarian
prince Otto resided as monarch in Athens;
but the throne stood on a weak foundation
and soon collapsed under the blow of the rev-
olution. In vain the patriots besought the
protecting power who watched over Greece
to grant the land its *‘ natural boundaries.”
Years passed by before the adjoining islands,
and decades before certain parts of Thessaly
and Epirus, became Greek. Thenthey wished
to see not only Thessaly and Epirus but also
Crete united in the Hellenic nation. In this
note-book he records these things. Perhaps
in his later years, when on account of the re-
volt in Crete against the Turkish power
Crispi was condemned to refuse to heed ina
few words, the complaints of Greece against
the Turks in the interest of the sfafwsquo
and of European freedom, perhaps then for
the first time he recognized that the states-
man often must act differently than the revo-
Intionist desires. Crispi’s journals are noted
neither for style nor matter, but they touch
us by their simplicity and by the strong con-
viction of the one who wrote them in troublous
days. '

In Crispi’'s diary on Greece we see.the
dreams of the idealist partly freed from the
views of the practical politician, who sees in
the question of the Orient the source of great
fature complication. The statesman of the
present has thrown away many of the opin-
ions of that day, but as a deputy and a min-
ister he must recognize even to-day that the
independence of the Balkan states and their

federative union is a thing which certainly , , . .,

yet lies far in the distance.

The revolutionist gradually developed into
the deputy, fixed his eyes on practical aims,

and was doomed for about a quarter of a cen--

tury to speak from the benches of the oppo-
sition against the government.

After this period, when a man of almost
sixty years, he lays down his political pro-
gram, The Cabinet of Minghetti had fal-
len and Depretis at that time a sympathizer
of Crispi’s, took the government March 25,
1876. Then Crispi sought in his history
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which was entitled 7 Doveri del Gabinetto del
25. Marzo, to instruct the new premier as to
his duties, and it was an acknowledgement of
very radical coloriig that he gave at that
time, scarcely fifteen years ago.

‘¢ Italians,” he says, *‘ should become the
saxons of the Latin race.” He opposes
«“ Stato-provvidenza’® to ‘‘ Stato-authoritat,”’
and wishes that the state were only a *‘ precau-
tion ”’ and not *‘ authority.’” ‘ Often believers
in authority speak of the rights of states,
That is their mistake. The state has no right
and can have none. It received from the peo-
ple authority for the enactment of the func-
tions allotted to it, and the people which
oversteps the limits of its share of authority
and surrenders its rights to the state is not
worthy of freedom, but with its hands
builds the foundation for despotism and
slavery.” Crispi desires an energetic cure
for the so-called state-organism which has
become weak through long ruling—he de-
mands an /nsfauratio abimis. He ironically
calls the senate the churchyard of the Upper
House, in which the Patres conscripti had
buried all the reforms which signified ad-
vance. But to-day every thing remains as
then in spite of his rule mow of several
years.

Crispi complained also that in united Italy
justice was exercised by three distinct orders
of penal justice, to-day he can show with sat-
isfaction that early in the beginning of hisrule
he gave the land a uniform penal justice. In
the publication of 1876 Crispi says further
that Italy exists as a politicAl unity but he
still feels the want of moral unity. Italy
cannot compare in. military strength with
France and Prussia. ‘‘This official Italy has
shown masterly pages in her military records,
on which she can pride herself, but there are
only sublime passages ina poem, and no poem.
In the three wars from 1848 to 1866
which we have fought against Austria alone,
we have never conquered. Yet the annals of
these eighteen yearsare striking : they begin
with Custozza, they close with Custozza, and
Novara is in the midst. Palestro and San
Martino, Calata Fimi and the Volturno, Cas-
tel Fidardo and Tirol can never wipe out our
defeat.” .

Perhaps now that he is old, Crispi does not
consider ripe enough for publication most
of the lectures which he gave in earlier
years. The Discorsi in the present work in-
clude almost exclusively lectures from the
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eighth and ninth decades of our century.
The first is his lecture on ‘‘The National
Unity with the Monarchy,”’ given in 1884 in
the Collegio Romana for the benefit of the
fund for poor students; the premier con-
cluded the collection with the political pro-
gram which he apparently had prepared in
honor of a feast prepared for him in the
Politeama at Florence. The statesman de-
fended Italy’s alliance with the central
powers against the doubtful zealots whose
struggle was for a league with France. Re-
peatedly the speaker alludes to the relation

of nationality to religion, and here he com-,

pletely departs from the ground of positive
confession and takes his stand on a thorough-
ly rational standpoint. 1In so far as the pope
claims temporal power he wishes to recog-
nize no equality of state with the bearers of
the tiara. Seldom in Italy has a minister
been elected with such power to lay bare the
fundamental idea of conflict between Quiri-
nal and Vatican.

A sympathetic background to Francesco
Crispi’s political eloquence is8 his excursion
into the region of Italian art. Under the
title Discorsi sull arfe two lectures are
united, which he gave in the presence of two
Italian kings, thewone in Venice the other in
Bologna. In Venice, as Minister of the In-
terior he presented Ksposizione nazionale di
belle arti e di arti industyiali in Bologna, then
as premier he presented Esposizione regionale
emiliana (Exhibition of the region surround-
ing the Emilia). The speaker refutes the
opinion that the arts enervate a people and
that it is a historical law that Sparta without
her muses would conquer Athens with her
muses. Art does not create, but only depicts,
men'’s deeds and thoughts ; but these already
must have arrived at a height of develop-
ment in order to inspire art. ‘‘Pure art is
history—history in its most attractive and
sublimest form.” Also the speaker expects
that one day Italian art will tell the world
how Italy had become a modern state. Be-
sides, even before there was a modern Italy,
art is that high- plateau from which in an
instant, when all Europe had sworn to erase
the name Italy from the world’s history,

Freedom fled to descend reinforced into the

field of battle. ‘‘When thought was doomed
by us to remain dumb then Spartacus from his
marble hurled down the sword of revolution
and inflamed the hearts.”” To him art is not
only the most attractive expression of na-

CRISPI'S WRITINGS AND ORATIONS.

tional might but also the mnoblest witness
of it.

The artist instinct, which is prominent in
Francesco Crispi,has perhapscompelled him to
sometimes free himself from political chains,
and to step out of the polluted party atmos-
phere into the pure sphere of mankind. In
a memorial, which he gave January 16, 1887,
on the invitation of the Associazione della
Stampa in honor of Marco Minghetti who had
died shortly before, it is a man who honors a
man. Forten years he opposed Minghetti as
the leader of the right, but now, since the
noble Bolognese has breathed out his soul,
he recognizes his great virtue and feels
the obligation of making public apology,
that some time in life he had done this loyal
soul wrong. He said : ‘I must confess it was
a beautiful deed to struggle against Marco
MingHetti. He was the noblest knight of
Italian parliament. He fought, fought many
times also with passion but he honored his
opponent and did not injure him.” He who
once had been 8o intolerant of adversaries in
public “life, learned to comprehend Min-
ghetti’s personality. In the logical sequence
of political development, he sees that even
the point of view which the deceased had
taken was authorized. Minghetti trusted in
the victory of a mighty advance, Crispi in
the victory of revolution and now in the
evening of his life he recognizes, while he
quietly looks back on his tempestuous exist-
ence that many roads lead to Rome; that
both, the moderate Minghetti, who with dis-
cretion wandered in the city of the Tiber and
often made peace, and himself, who hurried
about the capital passionately, but often out
of breath, alike eventually would arrive at
the Poria pia. He sees that no party can
say that it alone has made the country; that
all parties together have worked for the erec-
tion of this great structure.

Somewhat like D’Azeglio, Minghettl was
a literary statesman of fine esthetic taste,
and in portraying this artistical side of the
hero, Crispi sketches also the ideal of an his-

torian and orator as he conceives it. He de-

mands of the national historian misura,
italianitd, classicitd. He says: ‘‘The ele-
gance of the historian and orator seems to
me like that which mathematicians find in
those demonstrations which lead to a con-
clusion by the shortest and often the most
unusual way.”” This ideal may indeed al-
ways have hovered before the orator and his-
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torian Crispi; but his spoken or written
word never reached this high artistical aim
so nearly that, like Guizot or Thiers or only
like D’Azeglio or Minghettl, he opposed a
formal finighing. Crispi’s orations and writ-
ings cannot be estimated by a criticism from
an esthetic point of view. The statesman
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does not deceive his readers although he pref-
aces his work with the self-chosen motto:
¢ Italy has found how to solve the problem
of uniting the democracy with supreme pow-
er.” This acknowledgement of his politics
reveals itself more in every sentence he has
spoken, in every line he has written.

APRIL FRIENDS.
BY EMMA P. SEABURY.

VA HAVE some friends like April days,
That to and fro across the years,
Dyift in the fitful sun and shade,
Now distant, fading as a star,
Now greeting ne with tender phrase,
With wafted kiss and song of chkeer,
With promise that love's spring has made
Of summers blossoming afar,

I watck on life’s horizon edge,
Their white satls come, and fade away,
1 think of them on winter nights,
With storms abroad, as with a thrill .
1 think of spring and blooming hedge ;
1 do not ask for them to stay,
1 am thesy voyage harbor lights,
They wander at thesr own sweet will,

They bring the breath of fairy isles,

The fruits, from vealms beyond my own,
The songs of birds of Paradise,

From regions I but know in dreams ;
They freight my little craft with smiles,

That drifts on inland seas alone,
1 see the breadth of wider skies,

1 hear the voice of far off streams.

1 miss them, long for them to come,

But as the violets hope and wait,
As folded germs, on patient trees ;

I know eack welcome face I'll see ;
That life will sing that now is dumb ;

That love will bring them, soon or late.
Ok fill their sails sweet April breeze

And waft my April friends to me.
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PRO
Lucy Stone.

'VEMENT for woman suf-
frage is part of the world-
wide movement for equal
humanrights. This be-
gan byasking for women
better work, better wa-
ges, higher education,
kinder laws, and a voice

win deciding what the
laws should be. During
the forty years and more

since these claims began to be made, almost
every thing asked for has been secured, ex-
cept the right to vote.

The request for each of these was reason-
able and just. The spinning-wheel and
hand-loom had been superseded by machin-
ery. Only a few ill-paid occupations were
open to a woman. The dress-maker could
command only 33 cents aday. The tailoress,
going from house to house, had fifty cents a
day. The teacher in the summer school had
a dollar a week, and ‘‘ boarded round.” The
winter school was thought to be ‘‘too much
for a woman.” These occupations, with the
housework, which had no money value for
the house-mother and herdaughters who did
it, were all, or nearly all, the avenues open
to women. Hence these wereover-crowded.
But the attempt to open other occupations
which had not hitherto been pursued by
women was met with the fiercest opposi-
tion. Printers’ unions were formed, with
the pledge that they would not work for any
man who employed women. A dry-goods
store in Maine, which employed a woman,
was boycotted by the men, and good women
of the neighborhood warned the merchant
of his sinin taking women outoftheir sphere.
Any woman who undertook a new occupa-
tion was sneered at by men, while other
women who were better off told her that she
‘“ ought to be ashamed of herself.”” The dread
of being in a false and unwomanly position
was as great then as it is now. But the bit-
ter need for bread forced women into new oc-
cupations. They learned, slowly and with a

great dealof encouragement from the reform-
ers, to believe that whatever was fit to be done
at all might with propriety be done by any-
body who could do it well. By little and by
little, with opposition at every step, new oc-
cupations were entered upon, until to-day
the statistics of Carroll D. Wright in the La-
bor Bureau show more than three hundred
occupations open to women, and everybody
now sees the wisdom and the justiceof it.

The effort for higher education was de-
nounced in the same way. So strong was
the reverence for the sphere of woman, and
the dread of flying in the face of Providence,
that even coarse men, staggering and
drunken, swore they would not allow women
to get out of their sphere, and mobbed the
women whoseemed to them to be attempting:
it. Women were told that the opportuni-
ties for education which they already had
were ‘‘ enough for a woman ”; that, if they
would know any thing, they should ask their
husbandsat home. They were not instructed
what to do if their husbands could not tell
them. The dread of being called ‘‘strong-
minded '’ or a ‘‘blue-stocking’ stood like a
dragon in women’s way. But the capacity
for education was guarantee for its posses-
sion sooner or later. Oberlin opened its doors
to women and negroes on the same terms as
to white men. To-day most of the colleges
are open to women, and several of those
which are not yet open have an ‘‘annex.’’
Women stand in the front rank in scholar-
ship in all the colleges. The facts have
justified the plea for highereducation. Every-
body now sees the advantage of it.

The demand for kinder laws was empha-
sized and enforced by an exhibit of the laws
themselves. The old common law was held
up to the public gaze in its atrocious treat-
ment of women together with statutes
scarcely less bad. No wife had any right to
herself. She had no right to her children.
She could own nothing that sheearned. All
her personal property was given to her
husband. The right to her real estate was
taken from her, and given to her husband for
his life, if she had a child born alive. She
could not make a contract. She could not
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make a will.” Her husband might give her
“moderate correction,’’ or restrain her of her
liberty ; and if, under the pressure of all this,
ghe lost her temper and scolded, her husband’
had the legal right to take her to the ‘‘ duck-
ing stool”’ and have her publicly soused in
the river to sweeten her temper.

Many excellent men united with women in
the effort to have the laws made better. But
the majority of men and women opposed all
change. To the plea that the law ought not
to strip a married woman of all her property,
4 woman said with scorn, ‘Do you think I
would give myself where I would not give
my property ?”’ To the same plea men ob-
jected that as the husband had to support the
family, he ought to have his wife's money to
help him doit. The wife who washed and
ironed and cooked and spun and wove, who
made the clothes for the family and sat up
nights to knit stockings and mend the fam-
ily wardrobe the wife whose personal prop-
erty had passed into the hands of her hus-
band, was nevertheless regarded by her hus-
band as ‘‘supported *’ by him ; and she too
considered herself supported, and urged as
vehemently as he did that no decent woman
would marry a man who could not support
her. Now, after years of effort petitioning,
pleading, lecturing, holding conventions,
and writing, the laws are much modified.
The husband atill has the use of the whole of
his wife's real estate as long as he lives,
while the wife has only the use of a third of
her husband’s real estate after his death ;and
in nearly all the states, the husband is still
the sole legal owner of the children, as
long he lives with his wife. But in most of
the states the wife now retains the personal
property she had before marriage. She may
own whatever she can earn outside of the fam-
ily. She may make a will disposing of at least
a part of her property. The gainsthus far
made, though vehemently resisted in the be-
ginning, are now gladly accepted by women,
and the justice of them is acknowledged by
men.

The plea for the last remaining advance
step in the same direction—the right to vote—
rests upon the clearest grounds of equity and
good gense. It is fair and right that those
who obey the laws should have a voice in
making them. It is fair and right that those
who pay taxes should have a voice as to the
amount of the tax and the way in which

« it shall be spent. The objections brought
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against it are only the same old ones which
have been urged against each successive step
in the woman’s movement thus far—that
women would be unsexed, thatit would break
up the family, that the majority of women do
not want it, etc. Those of us who have
heard these arguments brought forward in
turn against the opening of more occupations
to women, against the higher education,
against the admission of women to the pro-
fessions, and against each successive change
in the property laws for the last forty years,
cannot be expected to pay much respect to
them now. v
A quarter of a century ago, women, with
trifling exceptions, could not vote anywhere,
To-day they have school suffrage in twenty-
two states, full suffrage in Wyoming, muni-
cipal suffrage in Kansas, and municipal suf-
frage, single women and widows, throughout
England, Scotland, Canada, and most of the
British provinces. The common-sense of the
world is steadily working around to our side.
All the previous changes for the better in
woman’s education and property rights have
contributed to pave the way for this,

And make the present with the future merge
Gently and peacefully, as wave with wave.

By Frances E. Willard.

OPINION is the outcome of opportunity.
‘We think about a given subject, what our in-
herited tendencies, plus our observation,
plus our experience, leads us to think. The
broader the base of public opinion’s pyramid
the firmer is its equipoise. Lincoln said to
Oglesby, ‘‘ Keep near the people, Dick, they
will never lead you wrong.” He also said
that demagogues could deceive part of our
people all the time and all of them part of
the time, but none could deceive all of them
all the time. There is safety in averages;
there is health and soundness in the consen-
sus of opinion. *‘The common people heard
Him gladly, who spake as never man spake,”
These things have been truein the ages when
the men-people alone were counted ; when
intellectual development in women was the
exception and the rule was that women were
the echoes and adjuncts of men,

But we have fallen upon other times.
Women are becoming individuals; the out-
come of their educated thought has a new
element to bring into the totality of public
opinion, their angle of vision added to that
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of men’s, promises a better perspective and
all-aroundeaness in public affairs. The bal-
lo. is a sel.-registered opinion concerning
puolic interests.

The more generally this registration goes
on, the more solid and satisfactory is gov-
ernment. Our danger in the republic is not
from a general but a class ballot. If all were
obliged to vote—as they will be some day let

‘us hope—good would overbalance evil, but
when slums vote and schools do not, a dan-
ger gignal is flung out which wise men can
but heed. Women are a conservative force
and in the nature of the case mustalways be.
Itis for their interest that General Grant’s
motto, * Let us have peace,” be incorporated
into the public policy. Arbitration instead
of war between nations, and instead of strikes
and lock-outs between corporations, would
be the outcome of their inherited tendencies,
observation, and experience. Women are
for home protection every time ; and the chief
corner-stone of the state is the hearth-stone.
They are, in the nature of the case, opposed
to the saloon, the gambling den, the haunt
of infamy. When women were safe only be-
cause entrenched in castles, and men rode
forth to the deadly hand to hand encounters
that war then involved, it is no wonder that
the idea of a ballot in their small white hands
occurred to nobody, Butin a peaceful and
industrial nation. that idea has come because
woman can here help, by having a vote,asmuch
as she is helped. Her self-registered opinion
upon questions conclusive of the common
good, will strengthen, ennoble, and dignify
public opinion as expressed with authority at
the ballot-box. It was so on the text-book
question in Boston ; it is 80 in Kansas where
municipal suffrage has been the largest fac-
tor in the enforcement of prohibition law.

The farmers of the land, through their va-
rious organizations, are circulating petitions
for the enfranchisement of woman in the in-
terest of the masses as against the classes.
Among the mechanics it is the same; the
wage-workers aliguing themselves generally
in favor of the movement, and formally de-
claring for equal wages and an equal ballot
for both sexes. Antecedently, reasonis on that
side. If fifty men and women of our new Amer-
ica, possessing an average mental equipment
and amount of hard practical sense, were
shipwrecked on some tropic island and forced
to make their home upon its distaut shores,
who doubts but that they would all counsel

A SYMPOSIUM—WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE.

on terms of perfect equality and equal par-
ticipation, concerning their own best good in
the new church and state that they would
proceed to found. Train up fity boys and
girls without ever tainting their minds with
ideas of dominance on the one side and sub-
jettion on the other; and set them when
twenty years had passed over their heads, to
construct the best and happiest common-
wealth within their power, and those youths
would expect ‘‘the girls” to counsel with
them concerning this great interest, just as
they do in their college classes and Chautau-
qua groups.

It is but a remnant of the old-time battle
thunder : the fast-fleeing echo of those olden
days of force now hasting to be gone, that,
unconsciously to themselves, reappears in
the voices of men good and gifted, who de-
claim on the negative side of this argument
for the emancipation of women. As a rule,
theolder men who lead areouropponents—en-
trenched behind the barriers of precedent and
custom. But this has always been a law of
mind. No physician under forty years of age
accepted Harvey’s discovery of the circulation
of the blood ; and they were by no means io
blame for this; the convolutions of their
brains ‘‘shrank,” the brain and every other
tissue contracts, from it in more senses than
one. The power of brain-stuffto receive new
ideas can be estimated with almost mathe-
matical exactness, and is inverselyasa man’s
individual chronology.

Let us then be up and doing
With a heart for any fate ;
Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to labor—and to wait.

CON
By Rose Tervy Cooke.

FIrsT: Women are physically unfitted
to vote. Their nervous organization 18 sub-
ject to fluctuations which as every physiol-
ogist knowsaffecttheirreason and judgment.
Unless a man voluntarily deprives himself of
poise by indulgence in drink, or by deliberate-
ly giving place to the devil of passion or an-
ger, he is capable of knowing what he means
to do and why he chooses to do it ; but under
someconditions of a woman’s physical nature
she is incapable of seeing correctly or judg-
ing impartially the character or conduct of
others. A fit of hysterics, an access of reas-
onless anger, make her for the time being an
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irresponsible agent; and in such crises she
toooften does things that when her calm-
ness returns she bitterly repents and regrets.
But neither regret mor repentance could re-
call a vote once cast, or the conaciousness
and the influence of such a mistake.

Second : Women are unfitted to vote.
While I have the greatest respect for women
ag women, and consider them in many re-
spects superior and in some others equal to
men I cannot deny that their mental consti-
tution is entirely different, and entirely in-
capable of grappling with many questions
that are every-day matters to the understand-
ing ot men. They have keenerapprehension
of absolute ethics than men, no doubt; but
in the political issues of the day, ethics are
out of place, expediency is the desirable
thing. Women argue concerning things as
they should be ; men consider things as they
are. Itis no doubt more practical and far
more convenient to manipulate politics from
the man’s standpoint, but I think no amount
of training could ever remold a true womanly
nature to accept evil as a necessary factor, a
thing to be appeased and persuaded in man-
aging any form of government ; the indom-
itable and heroic intention of a woman’s real
nature is to do right and let the skies fall ; a
most uncomfortable, even impossible, nature
to deal with the average politician.

It is further to be observed that in objecting
to women’s voting we must recollect that
while there are exceptional women in whose
hands the voting power would be safe, these
women are few. It is the average woman
whom we must consider if we expect to place
suffrage in their hands.

And who are these average women? Mostly
foreigners, without education, ignorant of
the first principles of a republican form of
government, and the majority in the hands
of religious directors who would certainly
order their votes with sacerdotal authority,
and be implicitly obeyed. What do such
women know about great measures of polity ?
about the management of political machin-
ery? about the fitness of candidates for the
offices of government ?

The great danger that threatens every re-
public is the ignorance of the masses, who,
in fact, conduct that form of government. It
is the influx of foreign ignorance en masse
that threatens our own country hourly. A
republic is a splendid theory but it demands
theoretic men to sustain ; ignore it as we may,
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there are millions of men in the world for
whom despotism 18 a necessity, and it is this
class who immigrate to us every day, whoare
undermining our institutions and shaking
the very pillars whereon the house standeth,
like their vengeful prototype. If women suf-
frage is to be allowed we double not only the
numerical force of this threatening majority
but its moral—or immoral—influence.

It might be well enough ifonly exceptional
women were allowed the ballot, but who can
or will make that distinction ? and how shall
it be enforced ? It is clearly impossible,

Here comes in the province of women as
the champions and promoters of temperance.
No man, unless he is the wretched victim of
heredity, will goto a saloon if he hasa cheer-
ful home, good food, warm drinks that
¢ cheer butnot inebriate,” and theimmensely
suasive influence of a pure moral atmos-
phere in his family.

Let our women, a// our women, learn to
cook even poor material into savory and
nourishing food, let them make clean and
cheerful homes, bring up their children to
consider drunkenness a sin instead of a mis-
fortune, and make the wmen about them feel
that a drunkard is an object of disgust and
abhorrence, and they will more surely bring
about the reform they covet than by trying
to make laws that in the nature of things
must be useleas and therefore harmful.

Again it is said that the influence of women
at the ballot-box will be an influence of re-
finement ; that their presence will control the
rudeness and profanity of the stronger sex;
here comes in again the refuting argument
of the average woman. We see every day,
in the journals of the day, that among that
class of women who will form the majority of
our voters if female suffrage is allowed, the
profanity, the brutality even, of their own
class of men is not checked or restrained.
Indeed they are themselves the victims of a
cruelty and evil atmosphere which they can-
not escape, much less control,

Why should they be more guccessful in the
crowd that swarms about a ballot-box ?

It is also offered that women have finel
and nobler instincts than men ; that is true,
but how will it help their voting? Those
who are married will surely vote as their
husbands tell them unless their orders are
contrary to those of their priests. The un-
married will be equally influenced by fathers,
sons, brothers, or lovers. The old French
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judge said whenever a male criminal was
brought before him, ‘‘ Whois the woman ?"’
It might be asked with equal fitness of every
feminine action, ‘Who is the man?” for as
was said by another Frenchman of a certain
authoress, ‘‘Every woman who writes has
one eye on a man, except the Princess Hahn-
Hahn, who has only one eye I"*

In effect the voting of women would be
merely to duplicate the votes of men, a re-
sult not to be desired.

And, finally, the voting of women would
be a usurpation of the rights of men. The
sexes are reciprocal, not identical . a truth
the eager shriekers for woman’s rights per-
sistently ignore. It is not the rights of
women as women they demand, but the right
of women to be men, which neither nature
nor education can achieve; for God in the
beginning made them a separate creation :
‘‘male and female created He them,’’and con-
structed the woman to be f‘ an Ae/p meet for
the man ; not a duplicate of himself but a
counterpart ; to help, to console, to purify.
If she has failed of her true work will it help
her or the man to take up his share of the la-
bor of life and leave her' own to perish?
Never! However sin and folly may try to
' elude or ignore it, God’s ordinance is not de-
stroyed by their small sneers. His word
shall not return unto Him void ; the founda-
tion standeth sure, it is the Lord’s.

By Josephine Hendeyson.

“THE king never dies!' The woman
question never rests. It would seem that
every argument on both sides had been torn
to tatters, to very rags to split the ears of the
groundlings, yet the interest flags not. It is
a question to conjure with : the conjurer if a
suffragist brings forth a golden age, if ah
anti-suffragist a brassone if woman is allowed
to vote.

So much has been done for woman in the
last half-century. so much has come to her
through higher education and new employ-
ments, that the present is a pivotal point.
Results have lifted the question far above
that old and absurd one of superiority and in-
feriority, muscles vs. angelic qualities, etc. ;
it has resolved itself into the common-sense
one of what is to be lost or gained by subvert-
ing an established order.

To be sure there are yet a few petty souls
debating on each side. There are yet a few

A SYMPOSIUM—WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE.

who always have been the target of the
shafts of ridicule, for they objected to the
present order because man controls, and some-
where they got the idea that he is their nat-
ural-born foe ; and as the Frenchman can get
‘‘gatisfaction’’ only by shooting his pistol off,
whether he hits any one or not, sothis class
will never be content until they drop their
vote into the ballot-box, whether it brigg
good fortune ornot. They are represented in
{he woman who said she never should die
happy until she saw on some man's tomb-
stone : ‘‘ John Smith relsct of Mary Smith.”

The conservatism of a large class of well-
read and intelligent women is worthy of
consideration. Enfranchisement should not
precede the wish for it. This holding back
is not unreasomable. - The conscientious,
thoughtful woman sees in franchise another
responsibility. She hesitates to add one
more burden when she sees how life has al-
ready filled full her hands, her head, and
her heart. From her point of view it is not
all of life to vote. This opinion is respected
8o much that it keeps many broad-minded
men conservative. Professor Goldwin Smith
says he changed his views and became an op-
poser when he discovered how many of the
sex among his own acquaintance were not in
favor of woman’s suffrage. This apathetic
attitude promises nothing of gain if the polls
were open to all, '

On the other hand, suppose this class and
all others should ask the privilege of voting
and get it—would no perplexities arise?

Until there is a reconstruction of the ele-
ments that go to make up woman, she will
be a partisan—persons not principles will in-
terest her supremely ; special ‘‘causes’ will
appeal to her, again supreme indifference
will control her | she will always be an uncer-
tain quantity in politics.

One result of universal suffrage will be
simply to increase the number of voters ; the
vote of the respective fathers, husbands, and
brothers, will be increased by their respective
households. Numbers would be materially
changed, not results. In co-educational in-
stitutions are seen capital illustrations of this
point. One day when a class election was
pending, I overheard the young men canvass-
ing the situation. The leaders told off the
young ladies in this wise: Miss So-and-so’s
brother is in this fraternity ; Miss So-and-so’s
lover, in that, and so on, and of course these
ladies will vote as they do; there was no
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hesitation how each young lady would vote
until they came to one poor girl who had
neither kin, strong friendships, nor a lover—
she only was the unknown quantity.

It is well-nigh impossible to conduct an
election without injustice, fraud, or crime, so
largeare the numbers to be handled ; woman'’s
suffrage would increase enormously the diffi-
culty; and who is bold enough to say that
woman would be free from unwise not to say
ignorant or unscrupulous voting? Woman
was created a little lower than the angels, a8
well as man.

It is assumed because woman cannot vote
that she is not a power in politics. It isa
false assumption. Many a man can trace his
rise in position to the favor of some woman,
To be the power behind the throne is often as
valuable as to be on the throne itself.

A lady saild just the other day, I want
women to vote because their lives are so nar-
row, 8o circumscribed ; gmall talk consumes
their lives.”” Cam you imagine that the
woman who now has every intellectual field
open to her, waiting for her to come in and
occupy, and she will not, thatsuch a one will
be a power in the state, simply by casting a
ballot?

All admit that possibly more laws affect-
ing the moral welfare would be passed, by
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woman’s vote ; we are not suffering from a
lack of laws, but because they are not. better
obeyed : ‘‘the world is too much governed.”

There is a suspicion abroad thatthe decline
in the numbers who marry isdueto the study
of philanthropy, or political economy, by
young ladies; they are already so fully and
well occupied that they do not care if the
rhyme,

Though you're bright and though you’re pretty,
They’ll not love you if you're witty,

does come true. Those who believe this are
naturally opposed to. farther sailing on un-
known seas.

The only person to be envied is he whose
time is better occupied than your own. Ham-
erton says when he opens a noble volume,
‘“Now the only Crcesus I envy is he who is
reading a better book than this.”” If you fill
one place you must empty another. Ask the
man who has attained an office if he did
not lose something to get it. The law of
compensation is being overlooked as regards
this subject. Woman has only so much
strength, nerve, and brain; just so much of
these as she gives to public affairs, just so
much she takes from her own life and the
lives of those dependent upon her. Why
give up a positive good for an uncertain one?

WOMAN AS SCHOLAR.
BY KATHARINE LEE BATES.

CHOLAR! A noble term! Do
we realize how moble? Not
mere studentship on the one
hand, nor pedantry on the
other. A student may be a
~¥>~ gacholar in bud, a pedant may

be a scholar gone to seed, but

the full-statured and vital

scholar is neither of these.
Not one brilliant examination certifies the
claim, nor a life-time of dull poring over
“learning’s crabbed text.” There must be
the union of knowledge with power. The
scholar must needs con the letter long and
well, but all his labor is of small avail unless
he brings with him the spirit that illumin-
ates the letter. A Bentley may ‘‘disport
himself, like Leviathan, in the ocean of the
Bodleian library,”” and yet be go lacking in

)

the finer senses, the comprehending sympa-
thies of literature as to make Paradise Lost
ludicrous by his emendations. Parr and
Porson? Venerable names, but the mind
turns from them wearily, as from a dry and
thirsty land where no water is, to catch the
gladder, fuller, more human accents that ring
from the pioneer scholar of a New World and
a New Age: ‘“In order to a knowledge of
the resources of the scholar, we must not rest
in the use of slender accomplishments,—of
faculties to do this and -that other feat with
words ; but we must pay our vows to the
highest power, and pass, if it be possible, by
assiduous love and watching into the visions
of absolute truth. The growth of the intel-
lect is strictly analogous in all individuals.
It is the larger reception of a common soul.”

The mediseval scholar was the monk, a
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man set apart from the ways of men, walled
about by stone, walking amid tombs and
marble images, speaking a dead tongue. The
tradition of solitude as the essential environ-
ment of the scholar shows abundant traces
in England’s great twin universities, with
their austerely beautiful, secluded colleges,
whose cloistral walks and dreamy gardens
are still paced by the gowned figures that
look to a stranger’s eye more like a picture
of the past than to-day’s reality. Itis only
within the present generation that the Fel-
lows of Oxford and Cambridge have been
permitted to marry. :

But there is truth as well as falsehood in
the monastic conception of the scholar’s iso-
lation from the world. The falsehood is ob-
vious. How can the man of thought verify
his thinking so surely as by action? If the
scholar is to strike his questions down
through books into life, must he himself not
live? Can a man know more than heis?
Unless we conceive of wisdom as an excres-
cence rather than a development, we are
eager to grant that the deepest experiences,
the widest sympathies, the warmest relation-
ships, but enhance the value of the thought-
product. The scholarship of the future, no
longer the pale growth of libraries alone,will
have in itself all sweet and generous flavors
of the open air and the unstinted sunshine.

Yet none the less is it true that the life of
thought must be ever in large degree the
life of solitude,—not solitude as the Middle
Ages would create it, by massive walls and
hushed retreats and stained glass windows
that bewitch the light of common day toa
blind ecstasy of color, but the solitude of
the unshared quest, the incommunicable
vision. Not in the thick of the civic throng
nor by his own bright fireside may the
scholar long escape his lonely destiny. And
often may he be driven to flee and hide him-
self, for a season, from the faces and voices
even of his best-beloved to gird himself in
secret for his strenuous toil of thought. For,
to quote from Emersononce again: ‘‘ What is
the hardest task in the world? To think. I
would put myself in the attitude to look in
the eye an abstract truth, and I cannot. I
blench and withdraw on this side and on
that. Iseem to know what he meant, who
said : No man can see God face to face and
live.”

It is then no light achievement to win and
to wear this shining name of scholar,

WOMAN AS SCHOLAR.

Woman, in becoming an aspirant for it, rec-
ognizes the height of the grace toward which
she reaches, but she rejoices in the upward
strain. She would not have the mission of
the scholar contracted by a hairbreadth for
her. She would hope, instead, to discover
new heart-space in it, to humanize and spir-
itualize learning. Vet she would not spare
her labor in the acquisition of knowledge.
England’s queen of poets, she whose inspi-
ration flowed so largely from Hellenic
springs, tells us how, a lonely, sequestered
girl, she ‘‘read Greek as hard under the trees
as some of your Oxonians in the Bodleian,
gathered visions from Plato and the drama-
tists, and ate and drank Greek, and made my
head ache with it.”” George Eliot did not
become a philosopher by accident. Diligent
was the apprenticeship she served among her
books, English, French, German, Italian,
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and the mind that
plunged so boldly into the troubled sea of
thought, bringing forth pearls whose fiction-
setting enriches and makes manifest their
beauty, had been trained and equipped by
the severest study.

Does the essential nature of woman in any
way unfit her for the life of scholarship?
Her ability as a student is now generally
conceded, but when it comes to the higher,
thornier, lomelier path of independent re-
search, how then? Caroline Herschel, who
discovered eight comets and wore the coveted
gold medal of the Royal Astronomical So-
ciety, was made an astronomer bylove of her
brother,—a pure, self-sacrificing, glorious
devotion, and, says the approving biogra-
pher, ‘“‘supremely womanly.”” Butis then
the love of truth for truth’s own sake un-
womanly? The abstracted thinker must for-
feit something in the way of practical facili-
ties, the patient investigator must endure
heart-sickening delays and disappointments,
the sage must, be content, amid the ridicule
and pity of his own generation, to labor for
a day his eyes will never see. Has woman
the strength of soul for such destinies as
these? Let the future reveal whether she,
who in the past has ever been so swilft to re-
nounce, at the call of love or duty, her per-
sonal ease and, harder yet, the world’s good
name, and, hardest of all, the sympathy of
the honored and beloved, is deaf only to the
clarion-voice of truth.

For now, at last, is dawning her era of in-
tellectual opportunity. Without sound learn-
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ing there can be no scholarship. Brilliant
and inspiring conversation there may be, as
inthe French salons of the last century;
there has been a certain measure of artistic
attainment, literary, musical, dramatic, with
brush and with chisel. Of clever statesman-
ship there hawe been examples, and of phil-
anthropic reforms no lack.e Exceptional
circumstances, as at Bologna,in the Middle
Ages or in the proudest homes of England
before the wave of the classical renaissance,
have produced exceptional women. But in
the main, up to the present time, a woman
born with a thirst for scholarship has found
the barriers in her path well nigh insur-
mountable. Remember Harriet Martineau,
rising early and watching late to wrest from
gleep the only hours she dared give to her
arduous studies in the classics, philosophy,
and theology. For in her youth, as she her-
gelf has told us, *‘It was not thought proper
for young ladies to study very conspicuously,
and especially with pen in hand.” Ah, the
thralldom of girlhood to that word proper /
Or set .the education of Mary Somerville
over against the privilege of an American
girl to-day. To the joyous little gypsy,
racing about the sands of a lonely seaporton
the Firth of Forth, came as her first taste of
culture the reading aloud a paper of the
Spectator (hated forever after)to her father
each morning after breakfast ; then followed
a year in stiff stays at boarding-school,
whence she returned still unable to write or
spell ; then a new school resulting in a mas-
tery of plain sewing ; then the village dom-
inie for evening lessons ; then social life in
Rdinburgh and four hours a day at the
piano, with dancing and deportment, with
drawing and painting, with a course at the
pastry-cook’s in the making of creams and
jellies. Through a fashion magazine comes
the first hint of algebra, and this she follows
up by conning a stray volume on navigation.
She would read Euclid at night, after the late
supper-parties, and is forbidden because of
the waste of candles, but she cannot be pre-
vented from poring over her book by earliest
daylight, wrapt in a blanket against the chill
of dawn. She is wedded and widowed, a
woman thirty-three years of age, before she
is 8o free of social restrictions as tobe able to
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pursue a systematic study of mathematics
and the physical sciences; so scanty was
her opportunity as compared with ours.
What of our achievement as compared with
hers?

For the admission of women to college
lecture-rooms, though the movement, ever
broadening, is still incomplete, had its be-
ginnings some twenty-five years back. For
instance, it was in 1864 that the doors of
Zurich University opened just wide enough
to let one Russian lady through. In less
than ten years an huwadred and fourteen
women were studying there together and
taking creditable rank. The old outcry that
a girl was physically and mentally incapaci-
tated for a student’s career is sinking into
silence. In its stead a murmur of questions
grows yearly more audible: ¢‘‘Is woman ca-
pable of profound and fruitful scholarship?
Where are the women who should begin to
be known as authorities on these subjects in
which they have had at least a fair prelim-
inary training? Where is the record of their
researches ? What student in any branch of
learning finds indispensable a woman's
book ?"*

Such questioners we may distinctly point
to a few women ; to a few discoveries; to a
few books ; we may with justice protest that
the demand is premature,—that a quarter of
a century is too brief a time for the ripening
of the slow harvests of thought; we may
plead still unconquered disadvantages of do-
mestic and social environment ; but in our
own 8pirits, meanwhile, we may well
strengthen the scholarly resolve and purify
the scholarlyideal, lest the twentieth century
have cause to echo the grumble of the eight-
eenth. For a certain wiseacre, ponderously
commending ‘‘the prodigious learning ' of
Hypatia, garnishes his statement that she
was made ‘‘ Head of the Platonic School at
Alexandria’’ by the gibe: ‘This was an-
other guess Thing, God knows, than taking
the Degree of Doctor in any of the Faculties,
which oneor two Women have not long since
done, for which they have been loaded with
fulsome Elogies, 240’ producing no Efects
suttable to the Titles they have so muck amb:-
tioned.”

LoNDON, December 29, 18go0.
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HOW TO MAKE A WILD GARDEN.

BY MARY TREAT.

# O be successful in making a
wild garden depends great-
ly upon our surroundings
and upon our ambition in
this direction. If we have
only a few feet of ground
in some shady nook, on
the north side of a build-
ing or beneath the shade
of trees, we can have a
constant succession of
flowers from early spring

until late autumn, And to all lovers of
flowers this wild nook will be more enjoyable
than a prim conventional garden of florist’s
flowers.

The wild garden will be vastly more satis-
factory if it comes by slow growth.

It should never be made in haste, but as
we have time now and then in any season of
the year to wander amid nature’s groves and
gardens and note how the wild things which
we desire grow, and also notice their sur-
roundings and the trees which overshadow
them, we shall be better prepared to know
with what we can best succeed.

There is but little difficulty in growing
many of our earliest spring flowers. The
Hepatica, and Blood-root, and Wind-flower
and Spring-beauty, and the Trilliums, and all
of our lovely violets will grow almrost any-
where in good garden soil. But there are
others which require skill and patience to
make live and thrive after being removed
from their native haunts.

Perhaps if I give some account of my own
failures and successes with wild plants it
may help those who wish to secure some of
these shy woodland gems. In my wild gar-
den I have some shady places where I con-
centrated my skill on some of the most diffi-
cult of our wild flowers. One of these places
is an irregular spot only about fourteen feet
the longest way, and about ten feet in the
widest part. It is situated between three
trees which form a kind of triangle., A large
oak, the body of which is covered with En-
glish Ivy mingled with variegated Euony-
mous, and an old Pine (Pinus rigidus) min-
gles its leaves with those of the oak, and a

Trumpet-creeper has climbed up its rugged
sides to its yery top, showing clusters of
bright scarlet flowers among the deep green
pine needles. The other tree is a cedar with
branches nearly to the ground. This little
spot is the most attractive place in my gar-
den, almost more to me than all the rest of
the half acre devoted to wild plants. Itis
wonderful how many things grow in this
spot. From early spring until late autumn
it is never without flowers.

Among the first things to greet mein
spring arethelovelyblossoms of the Trailing-
arbutus, or May-flower—not stingy little clus-
ters of bloom, but large, compact bunches of
flowers. I have had many failures with this
charming plant, but at last have succeeded
in establishing it. I found a fine patch of
the plants in the woods under a pine tree,
and removed quite a large section of earth
with all of the other things that were grow-
ingonitand plantedall beneath the old pinein
my garden. It has now bloomed three sea-

.sons and is spreading and growing all the

time. , Other evergreen trailers are also here_
The little Twin-flower (Linneza barcalis) is
among my treasures, and our little Partridge-
berry (Mitchella repens) grows luxuriantly.
Its small shining leaves strung along in
pairs are pretty the entire year, and in June
it is covered with small pink and white flow-
ers, succeeded by the double berries, which
turn scarlet as they ripen, remaining on the
plant until the following season, making it
as attractive in winter as in summer. An-
other little plant is the Dalibarda, a low
creeping perennial belonging in the Rose
family. With us—in southern New Jersey—
the leaves are nearly or quite evergreen, and
its pretty white flowers last from June until
August. The spicy, aromatic creeping Win-
tergreen flourishes among the rest, and very
pretty it looks in winter with its shining
leaves and bright red berries.

Scattere]d among these trailers are both
species of Hepatica, and the Blood-root, and
Spring-beauty, and Wind-flower, and the
Wood-sorrel (Oxalis violacea), and several
species of violets. And here, too, are some
of our lovely orchids—the Lady’s-slipper, the
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low purplish pink one (Gypripedium acaule)
and the fragrant yellow one (C. parviflorum)
blossom every spring.

The dwarf perennial Lark-spur (Delphin-
ium tricorne) with spikes of brilliant blue
flowers, and the wild Hyacinth (Scilla Fra-
seri) with a long raceme of pale blue flowers,
bloom here as well as in their mative home
on the Western prairies,

These early flowers are succeeded by sev-
eral species of our low growing ferns, which
are beautiful throughout the rest of the sea-
son. On theouter edgeof thisspot are larger
later blooming plants, and also some of our
large ferns. Two species of Osmunda—the
cinnamon and the royal fern, and our chain
ferns, the Woodwardia—both species.

The Wild Lily (Lilium canadense) unfolds
its nodding flowers by the side of the ferns,
with Rudbeckias and low growing Sun-
flowers as companions. Some of these Rud-
beckias and Sunflowers are annuals from
Texas and grow readily from seed. When
planted early they commence tobloom by the
first week in July and continue until frost.
In August the Asters and Fupatoriums
and Golden-rods begin to mingle with the
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Sunflowers, making a brilliant display.

As the Golden-rod hasbecome our national
flower, it will naturally be more noticed and
sought after than heretofore. And as we
have some forty or more species growing in
the Northern states there will be little diffi-
culty in securing some pretty ones in every
locality. Onme of the most desirable and ear-
liest blooming of all is the sweet-scented
Golden-rod (Solidago odora). It is widely
distributed, from Maine to Florida, and
commences to bloom here about the middile
of July. The flowers are bright yellow in a
one-sided spreading panicle, and it has
smooth shining leaves which, when crushed,
give a pleasant aniseodor. This species, to-
gether with some of the later blooming ones,
will give us flowers from July until October.

Those who live near the coast should not
neglect the beautiful salt-marsh Golden-rod
(S. sempervivens). 1t hasthick,very smooth,
large shining leaves and fine large heads.of
bright golden flowers. Although it is a salt-
marsh plant, it has become established here,
some forty miles inland, as one of our wayside
flowers. The seed, no doubt, has been brought
and disseminated with salt-marsh hay.

WOMAN’S WORLD IN LONDON.
BY ELIZABETH ROBBINS PENNELL.

AVE you read Miss Olive
Schreiner’s ¢ Three Dreams
in a Desert,” in her book
just published, and do you
remember, I wonder, the
poor creature she found ly-
ing prone in the sand, help-
less under the burden of
subjection man had tied on
with the broad band of In-

evitable Necessity? What a dream of the

very far past that is! Certainly there is
not much subjection about the women of

England to-day. No matter what happens,

their voice is heard and is no small factor in
the force called general opinion.

For many weeks past they have most in-
terested themselves in events not concerning
them as women merely, but of vital impor-
tance to everybody over here; I believe it is
Mr. Justin McCarthy who thinks it the bus-
iness of women nowadays to form a Woman'’s
G-Apr. '

party, just as the Irish have made an Irish
party, and to be indifferent to every thing
that does not affect this feminine faction,
either for good or evil. But evidently they
do not agree with him, and within the last
month or two they have not bothered them-
selves about their own affairs half so much
as about the unfortunate Irish crisis, which
has almost paralyzed the political world, and
‘* General ”’ Booth’s scheme for saving the
‘‘submerged tenth,” to which the unusually
severe winter has attracted the attention of
every woman 8ensitive to the suffering of
others. .

Of course, you in America have heard al-
most as much as we have of the great Booth
scheme., But even if you had not, it would
not be for me to discuss it. However, as I
am writing about the doings of London
women, I can’t help at least mentioning the
position they have taken in the matter, since
they have not been wholly passive. The se-
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verity of the weather has made many only
too ready to sympathize with any scheme for
the alleviation of the misery of the poor and
- unemployed. But I see that two of the lead-
ing papers for women have expressed disap-
proval, based on sound economic principles,
of the new charitable enterprise, It is dis-
couraging too to find that ‘‘ General ”’ Booth
ignores absolutely all charities and philan-
thropic works save those of his own organi-
zation. The Hallelujah Lassies, though
more inevidence because of their conspicuous
dress, their musical methods, their presence
on almost every main London thoroughfare
with the War Cry for sale, have not labored
harder in the good cause than women who
are not enrolled under their banner. But the
London charities directed by women is too
large a subject for a short letter. Their in-
fluence is felt in the school-room and the
factory, in the workhouse and the hospital ;
and only the other day I heard Miss Cobden,
at a little gathering in the house of Mrs.
Haweis, the well-known writer and wife
of the still better known author, read a paper
on the importance of retaining women in the
County Council, if only because of their ser-
vices to poor female lunatics and prisoners.
‘What woman is not iuterested, and 'right.
ly so, in the dress reform agitation? What
we do in this world depends greatly upon
what we wear., Tight stays and long trains
are enemies to healthy exercise, mental and
physical. There has been great excitement
here over a new dress for the street, invented
by a Mrs. Hancock, which is to insure com-
fort and cleanl