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Immense destruction of life and property lias been caused by

those awful storms, which, during the autumnal months of almost

every year, traverse the Chinese sea and coast. In his account of

the East Indies, captain Alexander Hamilton gives the following

brief notice of one which he experienced off Macao, in August, 1703.

“ We had visible signs of an approaching storm before it came, the

air was in great agitation by much lightning continually flashing,

but no thunder nor rain. We prepared for its coming from noon

to sunset, making everything in the ship fast, our yards lowered as

low as conveniently they could be, and our sails made fast with

coils of small ropes, besides their usual furling lines. At nine in

the night it laid our ship’s gunwales under water, and I wished oui

main-mast had been away, which about ten was effected, and it

carried our mizzen-mast along with it. On its going overboaid,

our ship came to rights a little, and her lee gunwales were clear of the

water, but much water getting down at the hatches, we had five feet

water in the ship, and no possibility of getting it out by pumping,

for our main-mast, breaking in the partners of the upper deck, disa-

bled both our pumps. About midnight, we had cleared the ship of

the main and mizzen-masts, by cutting the rigging that kepi them

fast to the ship. '"'By this time, the wind had shifted from northeast

*o southeast, and had rather increased than assuaged, and those two
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winds had put the sea into violent motions; however, we got our

ship before the wind, but broaching too brought her head almost

to the sea, which met her so violently, that it broke quite over the

ship, carrying away our fore-mast and bowsprit, two anchors from

the lee bow, three great guns of twenty-two hundred each, with

our pinnace and yawl. We soon cleared ourselves of the anchors

by cutting the cables, and before day, we were quit of our fore-mast

and bowsprit. About eight in the morning, the storm abated, and at

ten I called over the muster-roll, and found none wanting, but be-

tween seventy and eighty bruised and wounded, who were carefully

dressed by our surgeons, and all recovered. The sea continued tur-

bulent, but we having two spare top-masts, rigged them up, and hav-

ing saved our mizzen-yard and ensign-staff, fitted them for yards, to

which we bent sails, and stood towards the land, and before it was

dark, anchored near some islands called Les Ilhos de Viados by the

Portuguese.'’

Krusenstern, in 1804, encountered one of these storms off the

southern coast of Japan. On the 24th of September the weather

was remarkably fine. On the 28th, “ the wind, that had hitherto

been very moderate, became about 4 p. m. rather fresher.” “This

day,” says he, “our latitude at noon, observed very carefully by

several sextants, was 32° 05' 34" N., the longitude (by Arnold’s chro-

nometer, No 128) was 226° 22' 15" W.” He thus describes the

storm

“The next morning at daybreak, we perceived the land bearing

N. 10° W., but had scarcely bent my course thither when the sky

became overcast; and w'e not only lost sight of the coast, but our

horizon did not extend, at the farthest, above an English mile. The

wind blew fresh from the N. E., with constant rain; and I consi-

dered it as not only useless but dangerous to approach the land now,

as we could not in the least depend upon our charts, even though

of the best. I steered, therefore, under easy sail W. and W. S.

VV. Towards evening, the wind increased with a constant heavy

rain; the sky wore a most threatening aspect, and I determined

to lie to till the next morning
;
and the wind increasing about mid-

night to a perfect storm, we laid the ship to the eastward. This

bad weather continued throughout the next day, and we therefore

steered to the eastward under reefed courses. In the night the wind

abated, veering to the southeast ; and at daybreak, the weather

appearing clearer and the sun showing himself, I again began to

approach the land; but the heavy swell from the southeast, and

/
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the constant depression of the barometer, seemed, notwithstanding

the sun at noon was sufficiently clear for us to take a tolerable ob-

servation in 31° 7' N. and 227° 40' W., the certain forerunners of

a storm from the southeast, which, as we were on an unknown

coast, was not to be despised. We held our course, however, to the

west until 11 o’clock, when I altered it to the south, and set as

much sail as the ship could cary. About noon the weather assum-

ed an appearance that left us no doubt of what would soon follow.

The waves ran mountain high from the southeast
;

the sun was

of a dead pale color, and was soon concealed behind the clouds

which flew with rapidity from the same quarter; and the wind,

which increased gradually, rose by one o’clock to such a height as

to prevent our taking in the topsails and courses without the greatest

difficulty and danger, the tackle, though almost all new, mostly giv-

ing way
;

but our men were animated by an undaunted courage

and a noble contempt of danger, and would not yied, so that not

a single seam in any one sail was split. About three o’clook in the

afternoon, the storm had increased to such a degree as to rend all

our storm-sails, the only ones we had set. Nothing could equal

the violence of the gale. Much as I had heard of the tyfoons on

the Chinese and Japanese coasts, this exceeded all my expecta-

tions. It would fall within the prov ince of the poet to describe it

properly, and I shall content myself with relating its effect upon

our ship. It was absolutely impossible to set even a double reefed

mizzen storm-stay sail, and she was left quite to the mercy of the

waves, which ran extremely high. I expected every moment to see

the masts go by the board
;

the state of the atmosphere was parti-

cularly evinced by the extraordinary depression of the barometer :

the quicksilver falling so suddenly that about five o’clock it had

not only quite disappeared from the tube, but the great motion of

the barometer, for which we had before calculated at least four,

and even sometimes five, lines, not even bringing it in sight. As

our barometer was divided into twenty-seven inches, six lines, if

we deducted from this four lines, the height of the quicksilver could

only be twenty-seven inches, two lines; and it might be said with-

out extravagance, that it was only twenty-seven inches, and indeed

even less, as it was upwards of three hours before it again made

•,ts appearance. There inay undoubtedly be more violent storms

than this, and the dreaful hurricanes which rage in the Antilles every

year, are most probably worse
;
but I never recollected the baromet-

rical state of the atmosphere to have been noticed during one of
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these tremendous revolutions of nature. The Abb6 Rochon
mentions a hurricane in the Isle of France in 1771, when the baro-

meter fell to twenty-five inches French, which was therefore three

and a half lines lower than with us, if it be admitted that ours had

fallen to twenty-seven inches.

“ I was not afraid of the ship so long as the masts would stand

;

but we were placed in another great danger, known indeed only

to myself and to one or two persons on board; the wind that blew

from E. S. E. drove us directly towards the land, from which we

could not then be at any great distance. I fancied, indeed, we

might still have room to drive until twelve o’clock, but if we had

once touched the ground the ship must have gone to pieces, and,

in so violent a storm, it would have been impossible to have saved

the people. Nothing but a change of wind could remove our dan-

ger, and fortunately this took place, and it veered from E. S. E. to

W. S. W. On the sudden shift of wind, a sea struck the ship’s

stern, carried away the larboard quarter-gallery, and Hooded the

cabin three feet deep with water, which occasioned me the loss of

almost all my charts and books. This critical moment preceded

a perfect calm, which fortunately lasted only a few minutes; we

however, availed ourselves of it to set a reefed mizzen-stay sail, that

we might be able to lay the ship in some degree to the wind. It

was scarcely hauled home when the storm began to rage with the

same fury as before from its new quarter. About ten o’clock it at

length appeared to abate a little, and we again, to our great joy, saw

the quicksilver iq the barometer. We considered this as a certain

proof that the storm would not resume its fury
;
and about midnight

it was observed to abate considerably, although still blowing very

hard. This indeed was very fortunate
;

for if the gale from the

W. S. W. had not been altogether as viojent as that from E. S. E.,

the first waves would not so soon have subsided, and our masts have

been in greater danger than before. The leak in the ship gave us

less trouble during the tempest than I expected; for as the ordinary

increase of water was before from seven to twelve inches an hour,

we were not a little pleased to find that during the gale it was not,

at the utmost, more than fifteen inches; but the very heavy roll of

the ship rendered it difficult to work the pumps.

“This tempestuous weather was followed by an extremely beautiful

day, which was very welcome to us, and enabled us to get the ship

again in order. She had not indeed suffered much in her hull, but

the rigging required considerable repairs. The wind fell gradually.
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and now came from the west ; and as soon as t he sails could be

set, which was not until noon, I steered to the northward. About

six o’clock, we saw land bearing W. N. W., distant nearly forty-

five miles. It was calm throughout the night, but the swell had

not quite subsided, and drove us rather to the eastward. About

nine the next morning, we perceived the land bearing due west

;

and as we only neared it very slowly, it was still distant at noon

about thirty-six miles, stretching from N. 30° VV., to N. 84° W.
Our latitude was at this time by observation 31° 42', and the longi-

tude 227° 43' 30". At half past two, we were nealy twenty miles

from the land, but it now fell almost calm and continued so until

ten o’clock at night, and we moved but very slowly forwards until

rather a heavy squall brought us within a few miles of the land

The variation of the compass was found to be here 3° 1’ W.”

Dr. Morrison, in his notices concerning China and the port of

Canton, gives the following memoranda of the notions of the Chi-

nese respecting these phenomena.

“ In Keungchovv (Hainan), and the opposite peninsula called
^J*|

Luychow, or * the region of thunder,’ they have temples dedicated to

the tyfoon, the god of which they call sun keu woo, ‘the tyfoon

mother,’ in allusion to this wind producing a gale from every point

of the compass
;
and, this mother-gale, with her numerous offspring, or

a union of gales from the four quarters of heaven, makes conjointly a

Am taefung (or tyfoon). At the place above referred to, the local

magistrate offers sacrifices, and performs other solemn rites annually,

on the fifth day of the fifth month. For it is added,
§jj|

ching wei eke, ‘there is a sincere awe or dread of it,’ viz. the ty-

foon. They say it commonly rises in the N. E., and ends in blow-

ing from the south. One that happened at Macao, on October the

9th, 1819, was thought by the Chinese unusually severe. A work

called Kwangtung Sin Yu (vol. 1, page 14,) calls a tyfoon, either

kow fung or reversed, fung kow. When the gale begins in

the N.E., it is expected to go north about to the west; when it begins

in the N.W., it goes north about to the east ; draws to the south, and

ends in the west, where it began
;
and this is expressed by 0

lo se, ‘ falling in the west. It always ceases within two days and

nights. If it does not go this regular course, it may be expected to

blow again on the same day of the ensuing moon, and next day-

cease: or if it begin in the night, it will cease the next night. When
the tyfoon is moderate, it blows longer— perhaps two or three
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nights; and it will occur two or three times in the same year; and

contrariwise, it happens that it does not blow for three or four years.

It happens they say at the spring equinox, or the summer solstice ;

—

and we know it happens also at the autumnal equinox. Whenever

it blows from the north in the sixth moon, it is sure to be a tyfoon,

and a severe one that blows with the greatest violence from the south,

which they call tee hwuy, or ‘ an iron whirlwind.’ They say,

that if it thunders the gale breaks up. Tyfoons are most severe at

Hainan; next at Canton, and a little farther to the north their force is

much abated. They say, that at Hainan, a few days before a ty-

foon comes on a slight noise is heard at intervals; whirling round

and then stopping
;
sometimes impetuous and sometimes slow : this

they call ijsja
Jg^

leen lung, ‘ a tyfoon brewing.’ Then fiery clouds

collect in thick masses
;
the thunder sounds deep and heavy

;
rain-

bows appear
;
now forming an unbroken curve and again separating,

and the ends of the bow dip into the sea : the sea sends back a bel-

lowing sound
;
the sea boils with angry surges

;
the loose rocks dash

against each other; there is a thick muddy atmosphere; the detach-

ed sea-weeds cover the surface of the sea and float to the north
;
the

water-fowl fly about affrighted
;

the trees and leaves bend to the

south— and the tyfoon is now commenced. When to it is super-

added a violent rain and an affrighted tide, the force of the tempest

is let loose, and away fly the houses up to the hills, and the ships and

boats are removed to the dry land
;
horses and cattle are turned head

over heels
;
trees are torn up by the roots

;
the sea boils up twenty or

thirty feet high
;
the fields are inundated with salt water, and all

vegetation is destroyed :*— this is w hat is called ^ tee keu,

or ‘ an iron whirlwind.’
”

To the kindness of Mr. Redfield, and his friends in China, we

are indebted for two of his very interesting papers— one on the

" Atlantic Hurricanes ;” the other on the “ Courses of hurricanes

and tyfoons of the Chinese sea.” This latter paper is dated New

York, October 20, 1838, and has come to us accompanied by a

plate, which enables us to give Mr. Redfield’s chart, illustrative

of the tyfoon of 1835. Several pages of his second paper are oc-

cupied with references to his first, to sources of error, and to Mr.

Espy’s theory of storms; he then proceeds to some general remarks

on the “tyfoons of the China sea,” and a particular account of the

“Raleigh’s tyfoon of 1835,” all of which are hereto subjoined.

i 'p|le lyfoon of 1819 . had a peculiar blasting effect on all vegetation in

Macao :
perhaps it was from the saline particles carried from the sea
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“It can hardly be doubted that the general course which is pursued

by hurricanes, is the same as that of the general mass of atmosphere

or winds by which they are surrounded, and of which they form an

integral portion. It becomes, therefore, a point of some importance

in meteorology, to ascertain the true course of the hurricanes or ty-

foons of the Asiatic seas. Should this course prove to be in confor-

mity with the existing monsoons, this would be in accordance, it is

believed, with the analogies in the tropical latitudes of the Atlantic
;

at least, if we have regard to the entire stratum of winds which lies

below the common height of the clouds. But if the general course

pursued by these storms, be the very same with those of the corres-

ponding latitudes of the Atlantic, in which there are no monsoons, it

may serve to show that the westerly monsoons, which are opposed to

the course of the regular trade winds, consist only of a misplaced or

minor stratum or current, which forms a thin layer of surface wind,

less general than that of the regular trades, and which is therefore

inefficient in opposing the progress of a great hurricane ;— the latter

being impelled by the stronger and more general current of the re-

gular trade wind
;
which is supposed to overlie, at all times, the

stratum of misplaced current which forms the westerly monsoon.

“ These remarks will apply equally to the monsoons of both north

and south latitude. Colonel Reid has been fortunate in obtaining full

evidence of the opposite recurvation of a hurricane in south latitude,

in open sea, and during the prevalence of the northwest monsoon
;
a

result which Gan hardly be too highly valued. This storm, however,

(Culloden’s hurricane, of March, 1809,) was encountered to the

southward of the limits of the northwest monsoon in the Indian ocean;

but the hurricane of the Albion, noticed by col. Reid, was exposed

to the full influence of this monsoon. It becomes important, there-

fore, to ascertain its path, in order that the influence of the monsoon

upon its course may be duly appreciated
;
and we hope that its path

may yet be ascertained.

“ In regard to the northern hemisphere, colonel Reid has'given us

notices of several huriicanes or tyfoons in the Asiatic seas, with no

indications of a course different from those in the North Atlantic.

The following generalization, grounded on independent evidence,

was published by the writer in 1833 * ‘The tyfoons and storms of

the China sea and eastern coast of Asia, appear to be similar in cha-

racter to the hurricanes of the West Indies, and the storms of this

coast [United S^a^s], when prevailing in the same latitudes.’ This
* American Coast Pilot, 12th edition, p 629.
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remark was made with special reference to both the rotative and pro-

gressive directions of these storms. One of the tyfoons noticed by

col. Reid, that of the Raleigh, which visited Canton, on the 5th and

6th of August, 1835, has been adduced, however, by the correspon-

dent of the Nautical Magazine, as holding its course towards the

southwest.* As this tyfoon had previously attracted my attention, it

will now be made the subject of our examination.

“The facts which have been chiefly relied on for establishing a

southwestern course for this gale, are contained in the report of H.

M. S. Raleigh, which was overset and disabled in this gale, in the

Chinese sea, when under bare poles: which report I have as follows.

“ 1 H. M. slop Raleigh. Aug. 1st, 1835. Working out of Macao Roads.

—

At noon, east end of Grand Ladrone, E. £ S. Aug. 2d, at noon, S.E. end

of Formosa, N. 85 E., 340 miles: fine weather all day. Aug. 3d, at noon,

S. end of Formosa N. 82^ E., 252 miles.—Fine weather all day. Aug. 4t.h,

lt)h. 20m. a. m., close reefed topsails and courses :—12h. 30m. p. m.— baro-

meter fell from noon : took in mainsail and foresail ;— at lh. 30m. got

all snug ;
vessel going through the water between 3 and 4 knots ; barometer

29.40, falling ;— at 7h. 30m., wind veered to N. N. E. and tyfoon commenc-

ed:— at 8 p. m. barometer 29.36, falling;— 8h. 30m. tyfoon increasing;

—

10 p. m. close reefed fore-trysail and set it; tyfoon veering to E. N. E. with

a heavy sea;— at midnight tyfoon increasing; barom. 29.04, falling.

* Aug. 5th.—3 a. m. tyfoon veering round to E. S. E., still increasing in

violence;— 6h. 30m. barometer 28.25;— 8 a. m. tyfoon increasing;— 9h.

30m. a. m., if possible blowing heavier, ship went over.— In this awful situa-

tion ship lay for about 20 minutes ;
9h. 50m. lower masts went by the board

and ship righted with seven feet water in her hold
; barometer did not fall

lower ;— at noon tyfoon moderated a little ;— at 6 p. m. tyfoon more mode-

rate, with a heavy sea ;— midnight, strong gusts of wind with heavy sea from

south.’

—

Abridgedfrom Canton Register of March 14th, 1837.

“ See also the log of the Raleigh, as it appears in col. Reid’s work,

which contains a sketch, showing the position of the Raleigh, as

given in the log, and illustrating the direction of the wind. Col.

Reid has also given the position of a schooner, which encountered

t
he tyfoon in lat. 18° 2" N., long. 1 15° 50' E., of which I had pre-

viously received no account. I will now submit such evidence as I

possess, in addition on the account furnished by the Raleigh; adding,

also, a sketch and figure illustrating the course and progress of the

tyfoon; and which was prepared and stereotyped some months since,

jn reference to furnishing an account of this hurricane.

“ At Macao, where the tyfoon was experienced on the 5th and 6th,

* 8ee Nautical Magazine for May. 1837, pp 303-306
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many houses were greatly damaged
;

also, many lives were lost in

the Inner Harbor, and some vessels driven on shore. The direction

and changes of the wind at Macao are not stated
;
but we are favored

with the following valuable table of the state of the barometer during

the period of the storm.

“ ‘August 5th. h. m. Barom. h. m. Barom.

h. m. Barom. 0 45 a. m. 28 30 6 45 a. m. 29.12

1 00 a. m. 29.47 1 20 ‘(lowest)28.05 7 45 “ 29.20

2 30 p. m. 29 28 1 25 < 28.08 8 15 “ 29.21

5 00 “ 29.20 1 45 « 28.20 8 45 “ 29.23

7 20 “ 29.12 1 55 < 28.30 9 30 “ 29.27

9 00 “ 29.08 2 00 < 28.37 10 25 “ 29.30

10 20 « 28.95 2 25 r< 1

’

28.56 11 00 “ 29.34

10 45 “ 28.90 2 45 t , 28.68 2 00 p. m. 29.42

11 05 “ 28.85 3 10 U
y 28.75 and continued rising

11 30 “ 28.75 3 40 ( 28.83 to 29 65, at which point

1 1 53 “ 28.65 4 10 (( 28.90 it usually stands dur-

August 6th. 4 45 u 28.97 ing fine weather.’*

—

0 15 a. m. 28.50 5 15 << 29.02 Canton Register, Aug.
0 30 “ 28.40 6 00 t< 29.08 15th.

This table affords in itself good evidence of the passage of the

centre of the vortex near to Macao.

“ At Canton, (60 miles north of Macao,) the tyfoon began on the

evening of the 5th, after three or four days of very hot weather, with

northerly winds, and continued throughout the night and the next

day. Its violence was greatest about two o’clock on the morning of

the sixth. The following is an account of the state of the barometer

and winds at Canton :

“ August 4th.

9 a. m. barom. 29.79 wind N. W. Fine weather.

4 p. m. “ 29.70 “ N. by W. Moderate breeze.

August 5th.

9 a. m.
,

“ 29.62 wind N. and N.W. Fair weather.

4 p. m. “ 29.54 “ unsettled— rain and fresh breeze.
v

12 p. m. “ 29.37 “ N. blowing hard and in heavy gusts.

August 6th. ' .

5 a. m. “ 29.34 wind N. E., blowing hard with heavy rain.

9 a. m. “ 29.51 <« a a u a

11 a. m. “ 29.58 “ S.E. blowiug hard,— moderating.

* This relates to “ fine Weather” of the S. W. monsoon ; the mean of the ba-
rometer for July and August being, at Canton, 0. 40 in. loiocr than for December
and January, in the N. E. monsoon. This barometer at Macao appears to stand
about 0 15 or 0.20 inch lower in its adjustment than that used at Canton for the
reports in the Canton Register, the mean of which for five years is 30.027. Many-,
if not most of the common ship barometers, stand too low in their adjustment.
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5 p. m. barom. 29.70 wind S. E. moderating.

11 p. m. “ 29.85 “ S. E.

August 7th.

8 a. m. “ 29.94 wind S. E. Cloudy.— Compiled from the

Canton Register.

‘“On Wednesday the 5th inst., a tyfoon swept over the city of Canton.

It began in the evening and continued throughout the night and the next

day, blowing its best about 2 o’clock in the morning. The damage done

by the tyfoon at Canton is small, but not so at Kumsing Moon, Macao, and

elsewhere on the coast.’ Canton paper.

“ The American ship Levant, captain Dumaresq, which arrived on

the 7th of August, the day after the gale, came in with royals set,

from Gaspar island, in fourteen days, having had light winds all the

way up the China sea, and did not feel the tyfoon. This important

fact is stated in the Canton Register of August 11th.

“ ‘Extract from a private letter from on board the ship Lady Hayes, which

left Macao Roads a day or two before the storm, and returned to Kumsing

Moon, after the gale.

“ ‘ Early on the morning of the 5th, we observed indications of bad weather-

At 10 a. m., the wind freshened a little from the same quarter it had been for

the last twenty-four hours, viz. north

;

so we thought it best to turn her head

hack again to look for shelter, fancying ourselves to be about thirty-five miles

off the land. We carried a press of sail Until noon, when we found we had

too great a distance to run before we could get into shelter, and expecting it

would get so thick that we could not see our way, we turned her head to

sea, and clapped on as much sail as she could stagger under, steering S. E.

by E. The wind being then at north, we were desirous of getting as far off

the land as possible, expecting the wind round to the eastward, there being a

most tremendous swell from that quarter. At 4 p. m., it was blowing in severe

gusts, and we shipping a good deal of water, and the ship becoming un-

manageable. About 8h. 30m. the wind began to veer to the west, but continued

to blow as hard as ever, till midnight, when it drew round to south, and mod-

erated a little. It continued to blow hard from that quarter until noon of the

6th, when it moderated fast, and we began bending other sails in room of

those that were split. When the gale commenced, which we consider it

did at 1 p. m. on the 5th, we were about twenty miles east of the Lema

;

where we were when it ended, it is hard to say, as we saw nothing till the

morning of the 7th, at which time we made Mondego island. We hardly

think we could have had the gale so heavy as those inside ; and what is

most extraordinary, the wind with them veered to the eastward round to

south

;

but with us it veered to the westward round to the south. It was

fortunate for us that it veered to the westward ; for had it veered to east-

ward, we should most likely have been driven on shore among the islands

as we could not have been more than fifty miles oft’ the land [?] at 8 p. m.,

on the 6th.’ Abridged from the Canton Register of August Idth.
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“ On the reduced chart which is given herewith, the tracks of the

Lady Hayes and the Levant are laid down by estimate, from the

printed accounts. The small dotted circle B, surrounded by the

storm arrows, is supposed to indicate the position of the centre of the

storm at the time the Raleigh was overset
;
and the position of the

latter should be marked somewhat nearer this circle, according to

the lat. and long, of the Raleigh on the 5th, which col. Reid has

given in her log. The course of the storm appears to have been N.

72° W., and its centre is supposed to have been opposite the Raleigh

about 8/t. 20m. a. m. on the 5th
;
but this cannot be ascertained with

precision, as the indications of the barometer do not appear to have

been closely watched and recorded during this terrific period of the

storm.

“ Having shown the rotatory character of these, tempests, 1 consider.
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the depression of the barometer which attends them, as being due

to the rotative action; and the point of greatest depression, as indi-

cating the true centre or axis of the storm.

“ From the evidence now before us, we arrive at the following facts :

“1. That the Raleigh met a gale which set in with the wind at

TV., veering round by the E. to S.E. and south.

“2. That at the harbors and roads ‘ inside’ (Macao, Kumsing Moon>

&c.), as well as at Canton, the gale occurred at a later period

;

and

the wind also set in at north, and veered to E. and S. E., in a manner

similar to that reported by the Raleigh.

“ 3. That yvith the ship Lady Hayes, off the islands near Macao,

the wind also set in at north
;
but the ship steering S. E. by E. under

a press of'sail, (and doubtless falling off with the heavy sea from

eastward,) the wind, towards the middle of the gale, began to veer

towards the west; whence it drew round to south, towards the close

of the gale.

“ 4. That the violence of the wind was apparently greater with

the Raleigh, than the Lady Hayes.

“5. That the gale was experienced by an English schooner, Aug.

5th, in lat. 18° 2' N., Ion. 115° 50' E.
;
but the Levant, arriving on

the 7th, in her course through the China sea, did not encounter the

gale.

“6. That the fall and rise of the barometer at Macao, and with

the Raleigh, and the strength and changes of wind with the latter,

were such as are often exhibited near the centre of a hurricane

;

and that the minimum depression of the barometer occurred about

seventeen hours later at Macao, than with the Raleigh.

“These facts seem to establish the following conclusions : 1. That

the tyfoon advanced in a westerly direction. 2. Negatively ;— that

it did not pass through the China sea, from N. E. to S. W., nor on

the opposite of this course. 3. That it was a progressive whirlwind

storm; turning to the left, around its axis of rotation. 4. That its

centre of rotation passed to the northward of the Lady Hayes
;
and

to the southward of the Raleigh and of Canton, and the anchorages

near Macao; and nearly on the line A, B, C, as marked on our chart.

5. That the rate of its progress was about seventeen nautical miles

per hour. 6. That the extent or diameter of the violent part of the

gale, as deduced from its duration and rate of progress, was about

four hundred nautical miles, or equal to six or seven degrees of lati-

tude. 7. That the latter induction agrees with the geographical

evidence which has been obtained of the visitation of the storm,
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“The progress of the tyfoon being taken at 17 miles per hour, it

follows that the excess of velocity of the wind at E. with the Ra-

leigh, over that of the wind at W. with the Lady Hayes, supposing

the rotation to have been in a circle, would be more than thirty

miles an hour; allowing nothing, however, for difference of retarda-

tion of the surface wind, and not taking into the account the addi-

tional retardation which the west wind of the Lady Hayes must

have been subject to, in its recurving course over the land. If a

circle be drawn on the chart around each of the points B and C,

with a radius equal to 3 or 3£ degrees of latitude, these circles will

comprise, somewhat nearly, the field of action of the storm, at the

two periods of 9 a. m. of the 5th, and 2 a. m. on the 6th of August
“ The progressive velocity and course of this tyfoon is nearly the

same as that of the Trinidad hurricane of June, 1831
;
and the rate

of progression also corresponds nearly to that of the Antigua hur-

ricane of August 12th, 1835. See tracks Nos. I. and V., on my
chart of the courses of hurricanes, in the April No. of the Nautical

Magazine, 1836.*

“ This examination of the case before us appears to show that the

direction of rotation, and the course of progression of this tyfoon,

while crossing the China sea, agree with those of the hurricanes of

the West Indies; and that its course was not controled, or materially

influenced, by the existing southwest monsoon.

“ The professional readers of the Nautical Magazine will naturally

inquire for the best method by which the Raleigh might have avoid-

ed the heart of the tyfoon, had its true character, and probable

course, been known. To this I answer, that the Raleigh being bound

to the Bashee islands, and having searoom, and the gale having set

in from N. or N. N. E., which showed that the ship was then not

far from the centre of its path, its greatest severity could have been

avoided by either of the following methods:

“First, by tacking to the N. W., upon the wind, and, as the latter

veered eastward, hauling up for Formosa and the Bashee islands, so

far and as fast as the veering of the gale in this direction might allow,

“ Second, by standing away to W. S. W., with a view of saving

time as well as distance in the escape, and keeping on more to the

southward, as the wind should veer to the westward
;
and when the

barometer began to rise, by bearing away, under the heel of the

storm, for her point of destination. , ‘ u,/„ «,»>

* For this chart, see also Silliman’s Journal, vol. XXXI, or Reid on the* Law
of Storms, chart III i : v .
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“The advantage of the first method would consist in having to run

a shorter distance off her course, in order to avoid the centre of the

gale. Its disadvantages consist in being too much headed off at the

outset, and perhaps, in getting too far northward to make the best

of the S. W. monsoon, after the gale should have terminated.

The advantages of the second method would consist, in running off

more rapidly, with a fair wind and sea
;

in getting under the southern

semi-circuit of the ,gale, where, owing to the course of the wind

being counter to the progress of the storm, it becomes less violent
;

in having almost throughout, a fair, instead of a head, wind
;
and

finally, in being left by the storm to the windward of the point of

destination, as regards the existing monsoon. The disadvantage,

if any, of this method would consist in the greater extent of the

rout
;
but as this would be accomplished under far more favorable

circumstances, and probably in much less time than the northern,

it can hardly be counted as an objection. It would, however, have

been necessary to avoid the Pratas, in shaping the southern course.

The second method for avoiding the heart of this storm, there-

fore, would appear to have been preferable. But had the ship fallen

under the more northern portion of the gale, toward the dotted line

which crosses Formosa, thus taking the wind first at N. E., or E.

N. E., she should have kept to the wind, with her head to the

northward. But if her position had been nearer the dotted line,

which crosses Luconia, taking the wind first at N. W., she should

first have brought the wind on her starboard quarter, and subsequent-

ly have bore away, as the wind veered by the west.

“Some further notices of tyfoons may now be added, to show that

the results just noticed, are not peculiar to this storm alone, and that

other tyfoons of the China sea pursue a similar course, and exhibit

the same rotative action.”

Mr. R. next brings under review the tyfoons which occured here

in 1831 and 1832, with brief notices of four successive storms in

1797, and then remarks;

“These and other facts had been the basis of my inductions, in

relation to the tyfoons of China and the storms of the North Pacific;

and the voyages of Cook and others upon the coasts of Japan and

China, and the journals of whale ships in the Northern Pacific, had

afforded good evidence that the same system of storms prevailed in

the North Pacific as in the North Atlantic. From a comparison of

the foregoing accounts, it appears that those ships suffered most se-

verely, which fell under the northern semicircle of the storm. This
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result, probably, would not follow in the higher latitudes, where the

storm has recurved to the northward, and commenced its easterly

course.”

Some further notices of storms, in the Chinese sea, may be found

in our former volumes: see vol. I, p. 356; vol. II, p. 238; vol. IV,

p. 197 : and vol. V, pp. 192, and 238. With these references, after

making one more short extract from Mr. Redfield’s paper, concern-

ing vernal and autumnal changes, we dismiss this part of our sub-

ject. for the present. On these changes, Mr. Red field says :

“ It is generally believed that the hurricanes of tbe Indian seas

occur only or chiefly at the change of the monsoons
;
but this opinion

appears to be of doubtful accuracy. From the valuable meteorologi-

cal journal which appears monthly in the Canton Register, I have

compiled the following statement of the periods of change in the

northeast and southwest monsoons at that place.

Vernal change from n. e. to s. w.

1830.

From 20th to 28th of April

Autumnal change, from s. w. to n. e.

From oth to 12th of October.

“ 1st to 14th “

on 25th September.

“ 9th to 30th

19th to 30th “

10th to 24th September.”

subject, is to call public

1831. “ 7th to 17th

1832. “ 4th to 7th

1833. “ 9th to 14th

1834. “ 3d of April to 8th of May
1835. “ 8th to 21st of April.

Our chief object, in now noticing this

attention to the importance of collecting accurate and minute statis-

tics respecting these storms, and to request, from masters of ships

and all others who may be willing to communicate, such statistics

for publication in the Repository. As exhibiting the importance

of this subject, we cannot forbear to quote the introduction of a very

excellent article, on the “statistics and philosophy of storms,” pub-

lished in the Edinburgh Review, No. 138, for January, 1839. The
writer this proceeds

:

“It is mortifying to the pride of science, and a reproach to every civilized

government, that we know so little of meteorology— of the laws and per-

turbations of that aerial fluid which exists within and around us—which con-

stitutes the pabulum of life ;
and in which we should instantly perish, were it

either polluted or scantily supplied. Considering the earth’s atmosphere

merely in its chemical and statical relations, our knowledge of its properties

is at once extensive and profound. We have decomposed the gaseous mass

into its elements, and ascertained their separate agencies in sustaining and

destroying life. Its weight, its variable density, its altitude, its action upon

light, its electrical and magnetical phenomena, its varying temperature,

whether we ascend from the earth, or move to different points on its surface,



240 Tyjuons in the Chinese and Japanese Seas. Sep.

have all been investigated with an accuracy of result honorable to the indus-

try and and genius of philosophers. But, however great be the knowledge

which we have acquired of our aerial domains, when in a stat«<of serenity

and peace, we must confess our utter ignorance of them in a state of tumult

and excitement. When the paroxysms of heat and cold smite the organiza-

tions of animal ,and vegetable life—when the swollen cloud pours down its

liquid charge, and menaces us with a second deluge— when the raging

tempest sweeps over the earth with desolating fury, driving beneath the

surge, or whirling into the air, the floating or the fixed dwellings of man—
when the electric fires, liberated from their gaseous prison, shiver the fabrics

of human power, and rend even the solid pavement of the globe— when the

powers of the air arc thus marshaled against him, man trembles upon his

own hearth, the slave of terrors which he cannot foresee, the sport of ele-

ments which he cannot restrain, and the victim of desolations from which he

knows not how to escape.

“ But though the profoundest wisdom has been hitherto of no avail in emer-

gencies like these, it would be at variance with the whole history of scienti-

fic research to suppose that effectual means may never be obtained for

protecting life and property when thus endangered, or at least for diminishing

the hazards to which they are exposed. The philosopher in his closet has

already done something to protect as well as to forewarn. The electric

conductor, when skillfully applied, has performed some function of mercy in

guarding our houses and our ships ; and the indications of the barometer and

sympiesometer, have doubtless warned the mariner to reef his topsails, and

prepare for the struggle of the elements. But, paltry as these auxiliaries

are, they are almost the only ones which unaided science can supply. It

belonged to the governments of Europe and America, and preeminently to

ours, whose royal and commercial marine almost covers the ocean, to en-

courage, by suitable appointments and high rewards, every inquiry that could

throw light upon the origin and nature of those dire catastrophes by which,

in one day, hundreds of vessels have been wrecked, thousands of lives sacri-

ficed, and millions of property consigned to the deep. But, alas ! they have

done nothing. Ours, at least, has no national institution to which they

could intrust such an inquiry
;
and the cause of universal humanity, involv-

ing the interest of every existing people, and of every future generation, is

left, as all such causes are, to the feehle and isolated exertions of individual

zeal.

“ It is fortunate* however, for our species, that the high interests of huma-

nity and knowledge are not confided to the cares of ephemeral legislation.

He who rides on the whirlwind has provided for the alleviation of the physical

as well as the moral evils which are the instruments of his government
; and

in the last few years, two .or three individuals have devoted themselves to

the study of the gales and hurricanes that desolate the tropical seas, with a

zeal and success which the most sanguine could never have anticipated.

They have not, indeed, yet succeeded in discovering the origin of these

scourges o( the ocean
;

but they have determined their general nature and
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character; and have thus been rfble to deduce infallible rules, if not. to disarm

their fury, at least to withdraw us from their power : And if so much has

been done by the successive labors of two living individuals in the brief

period of only six years, what may we not expect to achieve when meteo-

rological inquiries shall be set on foot at suitable stations, and the science of

Europe brought to bear on the observations which may be registered !

“ Before the attention of philosophers was directed to the investigation of

individual tempests and hurricanes, it was generally believed that a gale

differed from a breeze only in the velocity of the air which was put in

motion
;
and a hurricane was supposed to be well explained, when it wa3

described as a wind moving in a rectilineal direction at the rate of 100 or

120 miles an hour. The first person who seems to have opposed himself to

this vulgar error was the late colonel Capper of the East India Company’s

service, who published, in 1801, a work On the winds and monsoons. After

studying all the circumstances of the hurricanes which occurred at Pon-

dicherry and Madras in 1760 and 1773, this intelligent writer remarks, that

these circumstances, when properly considered, positively prove that the hur-

ricanes were whirlwinds, whose diameter could not be more than 120 miles.

Colonel Capper was also aware of the remarkable fact, that these whirlwinds,

had sometimes a progressive motion
;
and he not only states that ships might

escape beyond their influence by taking advantage of the wind which blows

from the land ;
but. he refers to the practicability of ascertaining the situation

of a 6hip in a whirlwind, from the strength and changes of the wind, with

the view, no doubt, of enabling the vessel to resist its fury, and escape from

its vortex.

“ These observations, valuable though they be, seem to have excited no

interest, either in this or in other countries
;
and the next philosopher who

directed his attention to the subject, was led to it by independent observa.

tions, and in the course of more extensive meteorological inquiries. Mr. W
C. Redfield of New York, whose position on the Atlantic coast gave him the

finest opportunities not only of observing the phenomena, but of collecting the

details of individual storms, was led to the same conclusion as colonel Capper

that the hurricanes of the West Indies, like those of the East, were great

whirlwinds. He found also, what had been merely hinted at bv colonel Cap-

per, that the whole of the revolving mass of atmosphere advanced with a pro-

gressive motion from S. W. to N. E; and hence he draws the conclusion, that

the direction of the wind at a particular place forms no part of the essential cha-

rnrfnr of the storm, and is in all cases compounded of both the rotative and pro-

gressive velocities of the storm in the mean ratio of these velocities Mr. Redfield

was conducted to these generalizations by the study of the hurricane of Sep-

tember, 1821 ;
but in order to corroborate his views, he has taken the more

recent hurricane of the 17t h August, 1830. and by the aid of a chart, he has
exhibited its character, and traced its path along the Atlantic coast, as deduc-

ed from a diligent collation of accounts from more than seventy different

localities.” pp. 406, 409.

VOL. viu. no. v. 31
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Without attempting to follow either Mr. Redfield or his reviewer,

we will limit ourselves to a simple statement of the principal results:

In his third Memoir, Mr Redfield directs our attention to the differ-

ent points, which he considers as established in reference to the prin-

cipal movements of the atmosphere which constitute a hurricane.

The following is a condensed summary of his observations, in the

words of the reviewer.

“1. The severest hurricanes originate in tropical latitudes to the north

or cast of the West India islands. 2. They cover simultaneously an

extent of surface from 100 to 500 miles in diameter, acting with diminished

violence towards the exterior, and increased energy towards the interior,

of that space. 3. South of the parallel of 30°, these storms pursue towards

the west, a track inclined gradually to the north till it aproaches 30°, where

their course changes abruptly to the north and eastward, the track contin-

uing to incline gradually to the east, towards which point they advance

with an accelerated velocity. 4. The duration of a storm depends on its

extent and velocity, and storms of smaller extent even with greater rapidity

than larger ones. 5. The direction and strength of the wind in a hurri-

cane are found not to be in the direction of its progress. 6. In their tvesl-

ward course, the direction of the wind at the commencement is from a

northern quarter, and during the latter part of the gale, from a southern

quarter of the horizon. 7. In their northward and eastward course, the

hurricane begins with the wind from an eastern or southern quarter, and

terminates with the wind from a western quarter. 8. North of 30°, and on

the portion of the track furthest from the American coast, the hurricane

begins with a southerly wind, which, as the storm comes over, veers

gradually to the westward, where it terminates. 6. Along the central

portion of the track in the same latitude, the wind commences from a point

near to southeast, but after a certain period changes suddenly to a point

almost directly opposite to that from which it had been blowing; from

which opposite quarter it blows with equal violence till the storm has passed.

Under this central portion, the greatest fall of the barometer takes place,

the mercury rising a short time previous to the change of wind. 10. On

the portion of the track nearest the American coast, or furthest inland, if

the storm reaches the land, the wind begins from a more eastern or north,

eastern point, and afterwards veers more or less gradually by north to a

northwestern or xoesterly quarter, where it terminates. 11. From these

facts, it follows that the great body of the storm whirls in a horizontal

circuit round a vertical or somewhat inclined axis of rotation, which is car-

ried onward with the storm, and that the direction of this rotation is from

right to left. 12. The barometer in all latitudes sinks under the first

half of the storm in every part of its track, except, perhaps, its extreme

northern margin, and thus affords the earliest and nearest indication of the

approaching tempest. The barometer again rises during the passage of

the last portion of the gale." pp. Ill, 412.
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Some practical rules, by which the mariner may extricate himself,

with the least hazard, from the destructive fury of the warring ele-

ments, have been deduced by Mr. Redfield. No doubt they are sus-

ceptible of improvement and extension
;
still even now they are worthy

of careful attention.

“1. A vessel bound to the eastward, between the latitudes of 32° and

45°, in the western part of the Atlantic, on being overtaken by a gale which

commences blowing from any point to the eastward of S. E. or E. S. E.,

may avoid some portion of its violence, by putting her head to the north-

ward, and when the gale has veered sufficiently in the same direction, may

safely resume her course. But by standing to the southward, under like

circumstances, she will probably fall into the heart of the storm.

“2. In the same region, vessels, on taking a gale from S. E., or points

near thereto, will probably soon find themselves in the heart of the storm,

and after its first fury is spent, may expect its recurrence from the oppo-

site quarter. The most promising mode of mitigating its violence, and

at the same time shortening its duration, is to stand to the southward upon

the wind, as long as may be necessary or possible ; and if the movement

succeeds, the wind will gradually head you off in the same direction. If it

becomes necessary to heave to, put your head to the southward, and if the

wind does not veer, be prepared for a blast from the northwest.

“ 3. In the same latitudes, a vessel scudding in a gale with the wind at

east or northeast, shortens its duration. On the contrary, a vessel scud-

ding before a southwesterly, or westerly gale, will thereby increase its

duration.

“4. A vessel, which is pursuing her course to the westward or southwest*

ward, in this part of the Atlantic, meets the storms in their course, and

thereby shortens the periods of their occurrences
; and will encounter more

gales in an equal number of days than if stationary, or sailing in a different

direction.

“ 5. On the other hand, vessels while sailing to the eastward, or north-

eastward, or in the course of the storms, will lengthen the periods between

their occurrence, and consequently experience them less frequently than

vessels sailing on a different course. The difference of exposure which

results from these opposite courses, on the American coast, may in moat

cases be estimated as nearly two to one.

“6. The hazard from casualties, and of consequence the value of insur-

ance, is enhanced or diminished by the direction of the passage, as shown

under the last two heads.

“7. As the ordinary routine of the winds and weather in these latitudes

often corresponds to the phases which are exhibited by the 6torms as before

described, a correct opinion, founded upon this resemblance, can often be

formed of the approaching changes of wind and weather, which may be highly

useful to the observing navigator.

“8. A due consideration of the facts which have been stated will inspire
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additional confidence in the indications of the barometer
,
and these ought not

to be neglected, even should the fall of the mercury be unattended by any

appearances of violence in the weather, as the other side of the gale will be

pretty sure to take effect, and often in a manner so sudden and violent as to

more than compensate for its previous forbearance. Not the least reliance,

however, should be placed upon the prognostics which are usually attached

to the scale of the barometer, such as set-fair, fair, change, rain, <Spc., as in

this region, at least, they serve no other purpose than to bring this valuable

instrument into discredit. It is the mere rising and falling of the mercury

which chiefly deserves attention, and not its conformity to a particular

point in the scale of elevation.

“9. These practical inferences, apply in terms chiefly to storms which

have passed to the northward of the 30t.h degree of latitude on the Ame-
rican coast, but with the necessary modification as to the point of the com-

pass, which results from the westerly course pursued by the storm while in

the lower latitudes, are for the most part equally applicable to the storms and

hurricanes which occur in the West Indies, and south of the parallel of

30°. As the marked occurrence of tempestuous weather is here less fre-

quent, it may be sufficient to notice that the point of direction in cases which

are otherwise analogous, is, in the West Indian seas, about ten or twelve

points of the compass more to the left than on the coast of the United States

in the latitudes of New York.’’ pp. 414, 416.

We have only space for a few more isolated particulars. Mr. Red-

field thinks, that the great circuits of wind, of which the trade winds

form an integral part, are nearly uniform in all the great oceanic

basins, and that the course of these circuits, and of their stormy

gyrations, is, in the southern hemisphere, in a counter direction to

those in the northern one, producing a corresponding difference in

the general phases of storms and winds in the two hemispheres

:

thus in the northern latitudes the storms revolve, in their rotative

progress, from right to left; on the contrary, in the southern hemis-

phere they move from left to right. The track of many of these

storms appears to form part of an elliptical or parabolic circuit,

with the vertex of the curve near the 30th degree of latitude, which

marks the external limits of the trade winds on both sides of the

equator
;

“ and perhaps it may not prove irrelevant to notice even

further, that, by the parallel of 30°, the surface area, as well as the

atmosphere, of each hemisphere, is equally divided,— the area be-

tween this latitude and the equator being about equal to that of the

entire surface between the same latitude and pole.” Mr. R. thinks

the gyral axis of these storms is probably inclined in the direction

of their progress, He ascribes the fall of the mercury in the baro-

meter, at places to which the storms are approaching, or are more
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immediately under their influence, to the centrifugal tendency of the

immense revolving mass of atmosphere which constitutes a storm

by this tendency a stratum of atmosphere is expanded, and conse-

quently flattened and depressed, so that the weight of the superin-

cumbent column which presses on the mercury (in the barometer

situated near the centre of rotation) is diminished. After a careful

review of the facts adduced by colonel Reid and Mr. Redfield, the

writer in the Edinburgh says, “the region of the Mauritius may be

regarded as the focus of the hurricanes of the southern hemisphere,

in the same manner as the West Indies and the Atlantic coast of

North America is the focus of the northern storms.” Seep. 427.

And may not the gulf of Tongking, and the Chinese and Japanese

seas form another “ focus,” nearly opposite to that in the western

hemisphere ?

G. T. Taylor esquire, astronomer to the honorable East India

Company, has published, in the 23d number of the Madras Journal

of Literature and Science, some remarks upon colonel Reid’s book,

dated Madras Observatory, 1st June, 1839. After giving what ‘con-

tains the spirit of pretty nearly all the subjects adverted to ’ in the

work, he mentions one objection— ‘ which, although not disprov-

ing the theory, that storms arise from rotatory and progressive

whirlwinds, stilt renders necessary some explanation beyond that of

rotation and progression.’ While in England, for several years, he

had invariably noticed — “ that the rate at which the barometer rose

after gales had reached their climax, ivas always much more rapid

than that it had observed in falling previous thereto .” And, on con-

sulting the observations made at Madras, and other places, he found

the same circumstances always occurred. In illustration of the ob-

jection, he gives the particulars of time and motion of the mercury

during five hurricanes
;

and then remarks, ‘ we should naturally

expect, from a whirlwind, that its sectional outline would be circular,

and that the time occupied between the commencement and middle,

would correspond with that observed between the middle and termi-

nation, whereas we have just found them to stand in the proportion

of2£ to 1.’
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Art. II Sketch of Spanish Colonial History in Eastern Asia ,

government of marques de Ovando, and Arandia ; precis of the

history from 1759 to the present time. Continuedfrom page 179.

The new governor, don Francisco de Ovando, a field-marshal in

the Spanish armies, was on service in New Spain, when he received

his appointment over the Philippine colony. Like all his military

predecessors, he began his course with inquiries into the state of the

united service. The low rates of pay were all along the true cause

of the evils attempted to be reformed, but it was found easier to intro-

duce new systems, regulations, &.C., than to meet increased drafts on

the colonial treasury *

The marques turned from the army to the navy, and found scarce-

ly a single vessel fit for service
;
indeed only one was found worth

repair, and it was resolved to build a ship of sixty guns immediately.

The merchants came next in turn, and pressed for the early dis-

patch of an Acapulco ship, as the only possible alleviation of their

miserable poverty. There was a new galleon then building at an

outporl, but rather than wait for it to be finished, it was decided in

an evil hour to repair the old Pilar, the worn-out ship that had come

too late to the relief of the Cobadonga. This worthless vessel was

dispatched accordingly, and already leaking badly, cleared the last

outport of the straits of St. Bernardino Even then, her commander

was entreated to put back, but his only answer was— to purgatory or

Acapulco. Not long after, a heavy gale was felt in that quarter, and

a quantity of bales, boxes, &c., drifting upon the coasts of Samar and

Luzon, told the only tale ever heard of the fate of the Pilar galleon

This disaster was another blow upon the ‘obras pias,’ while it nearly

completed the ruin of the mercantile classes.

The colonial commerce being in this lamentable state, Ovando

imitated his predecessor, in allowing some fresh orders from court, for

the expulsion of the Chinese residents, to lie unexecuted. Their

number had already been limited to 6000 (unconverted Chinese), and

they had been placed in a residence under the guns of the city.

Ovando left them there, for he had already more interests to guard

than his force or his ability could secure, and the rising of the Chi-

nese under new oppressions, might at this critical period have decid-

* A company of foot cost $219 per month. Pay of a captain $16 Cornet

$4 Sergeant $3. privates $2, with a ration of rice. & c
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ed the late of the colony. Some portion of his time was also wasted

on disputes of etiquette, between himself, and the archbishop, and the

audiencia.

The remainder of his short and unfortunate government was al-

most wholly occupied with Suluan wars, and the detail of these

again recalls us to the story of the fugitive Alimudin. This prince

was the son’and successor of Malauna, an able man, and for a Sulu-

an, a scholar too, whose death has been ascribed to his indignation

at the seizure and execution of some friends, he had sent as envoys

to the governor of Zamboangan. Alimudin seems not to have es-

poused his father’s cause, and yet this can hardly be attributed to fear

of the Spanish power, for it is said, he held on upon a Catholic father,

who fell into his hands, at this time, as a slave, until his Order paid

a liberal ransom. In June, 1744, a new cedula reached Manila, in

which his majesty was pleased to approve the peace ratified with Sulii

seven years before, and to offer an alliance offensive and defensive

to the sultan. These papers reached Manila in 1746, and when duly

forwarded to Sulu, Alimudin, in reply, conceded the requests of his

majesty, and assigned a residence to the Catholic priests, who were

permitted to preach the faith in his dominions. Two missionaries

were accordingly sent, with the further title of envoys. They were

especially instructed to teach the Spanish language to the sultan’s

sons, to ransom captives, &c. A little experience, however, con-

vinced these fathers that Alimudin’s heart was still Mohammedan,

and his friendly concessions a ruse of policy. In fact, the sultan’s

brother Bantilan, was at the head of a strong party, and these conces-

sions to Spanish interest, were so represented by him to his country-

men, as to revive their jealous attachment to islamism, and finally to

driv^e the missionaries and their protector from the islands. The re-

tirement of the fathers, and the flight of Alimudin in 1748, were fol-

lowed by renewed hostilities between Sulu and Zamboangan. The
fact no doubt was, that every Suluan, Tiron, Bugis, &c., deemed it

his natural right to play the pirate, whether his sultan pleased or not;

and that the Spanish governors of Zamboangan found their account

in prolonging and perpetuating hostilities. War gave them ships at

the public expense, to use for commercial purposes, and a reason was

seldom wanted for treating any native vessels, carrying valuable lad-

ing, as enemies.

When Alimudin reached Manila, and begged assistance to regain

his dominions, the archbishop saw the opportunity it offered to make

the Suluan group a Spanish and Catholic colony, lie induced the
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hard-pressed fugitive to exchange his name for the baptismal appella-

tion of Fernando, and was only waiting for the next subsidy, to ena-

ble him to prepare a sufficient force in order to restore the prince to

his paternal authority. But when the remittances came after six

years suspension, a new governor came also. The archbishop was set

aside, and the care of the southern provinces devolved on Ovando.

At this time letters came to the governor from Bantilan, detail-

ing the outrages perpetrated by the governor of Zainboangan, and

declaring that it was impossible to restrain the Suluans from ra-

vaging, in revenge, the whole coasts of the Spanish colony. * Al-

though’— he added in a warning tone—‘it be true, that we resemble

the dog, and the Spaniards the elephant, yet, may be, the dog may

one day mount upon the back of the elephant.’ He concluded his

spirited remonstrance, by stating that he had sent letters with his

compliments to the Spanish monarch, via Jacatra and Constantinople,

for he was persuaded the Philippine authorities had violated the

wishes and commands of their sovereign. The governor of Zambo-

angan met these accusations, by detailing the piracies of the Sulu-

ans, and by describing Bantilan as a usurper. Ovando decided to

espouse the cause of the fugitive Fernando, but he had neither arms,

nor ships, nor money to attempt conquests. He could only prepare

a small armament to aid the sultan in his expedition to recover his

throne, and which, in March, 1761, sailed from Manila for Zambo-

angan. The ill-luck of the sultan still followed him. His vessel

sunk near Mindoro, and it was late in July before he reached the

presidio. The Spanish commander of the squadron had meantime,

lost patience, and passed on to Sulu, where he soon found occasion

to bring matters to a hostile issue. After a cannonade of several

days, a landing was made and some damage done upon Bantilan’s

capital. A negotiation was then opened, and the usurper promising

to receive the sultan on his arrival, to restore captives, &,c., the Span-

iards retired, taking care, however, to carry off two Chinese junks,

they had seized, and which were declared good prizes.

The return of the squadron to the presidio, instead of leading to

the relief and restoration of the sultan, was the signal for further out-

rage. He was charged by the governor with a treacherous corres-

pondence in Arabic, while his letters in Spanish were friendly, ar-

rested, and thrown,— with his followers amounting to nearly 200 men

and women— into prison Unhappily the representations of the local

governor were listened to and the arrest approved by Ovando

An investigation into the prisoner’s conduct was ordered, and on
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its conclusion, he was pronounced a breaker of the peace, a traitor,

a hypocrite, &.c., &.c. It was decided that the condemned sultan

and his suite should be remanded to Manila, and the war with Sulu

continued. It was further stated that $90,000 had been expended

between 1736 and 1750, in expeditions against Sulu, and now it was

resolved — to destroy all the vessels of that people, to depopulate the

islet between Sulu and Basilaii, to put to death all natives found in

arms, to dispatch the infirm and aged also, to sell as slaves all cap-

tives from twelve to sixty years of age, and to baptize all abandoned

infants, and leave them to ‘ the care of divine Prdvidence.’

To justify these cruel and impolitic measures, Ovando published a

manifesto in 1752, giving a historical account of past connections

with Sulu, disclaiming everything aggressive in the Spanish policy,

but as for mercy or pity, reserving it not for the Suluans, but for

their miserable captives.

A junta was held, which adopted this declaration, and ordered the

exiled Fernando to be imprisoned during the pleasure df his majesty.

His followers were also condemned to be branded and sold as slaves,

but it does not appear that this sentence was executed The citizens

were called upon for a loan to carry on the war, but ihey appear not

to have approved the governmental criurse, for they made only a tri-

lling donation. To incite them to more active cooperation, the decla-

ration of war gave them full license to kill; plunder, and take captive
;

and remitted the royal fifths oil all spoil, except slaves of certain ages.

These licenses, which threw open the whole native trade from Min-

danao southward to indiscrimate pillage, were carefully worded to

prevent any insult to the ships of the Dutch Company. Thanks to

the remostrance of 1735, and the three men of-war that brought it!

The vail, Ovando endeavored to throw' over his iniquitous measures,

seems not to have covered them so well as to save him from the

general charge o! avarice and ambition. The first of these charges

seems perfectly well established, by the indiscriminate pillage of

their effects which followed their imprisonment. Some check might

perhaps have been imposed on these harsh measures had Arrechedera

lived, but they lost their friend m November, 1751

In March, the following year, Ovando’s armament collected at

Zamboangan. It consisted of nearly 2000 men, and reaching Sulu

in May, began its work w ith a three days’ cannonade. Detachments

were then landed
;
but far from effecting a conquest, the squadron

soon withdrew to Zamboangan, its only results being to increase

alike the distress of those islanders, and of the Manila treasury The
VOL. VIII NCI. v
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budget of the following year showed the colonial chest to have only.

$27,000, wherewith to meet demands of $184,000.

The Spanish policy towards the people of Sulu now began to pro-

duce its legitimate consequences. War on the one side was retaliat-

ed on the other, with fresh and still more extensive and cruel depre-

dations. The whole Mohammedan portion of the Archipelago caught

the hostile infection, and by turns, Leyte, Panay, Negros, Ylo Ylo,

Siangao, &,c., &c., felt its fury.

To restrain these new inroads, it was again proposed to form a

strong presidio on Balabac, on the south point of Paragua. The old

clerical resident on the latter island gave his testimony, that the

natives were docile, averse to islamism, and that the removal of the

force formerly stationed at Labo, was the main cause of the decline

of the Catholic missions. The alcalde of Calamianes confirmed this

account, which was still further supported by the petitions of the set-

tlers of Spanish descent, still remaining in the villages of Paragua.

The junta consented to renew the military station, and Ovando, to

pave the way, determined to send an envoy to the sultan of Borneo,

to obtain a cession of his territorial claims, to form an alliance

against Sulu, &.C., &c.. The envoy repaired to Borneo (Borneo

city?), and in due time brought back accounts of a welcome recep-

tion, with treaty, cessions, &c.*

To carry out his plan of an establishment on Paragua, Ovando

now proposed to lead the expedition to that island, in person. But

the city interposed with its prayer that he would not leave the ca-

pital, where his presence was so necessary ; the junta repeated the

request, and the governor first suspended and afterwards relinquish-

ed his proposition.

To attract settlers to the new station, fugitives from justice, &c.,

were invited to repair to the expedition, on promise of pardon. The

instructions prepared for the armament required it to proceed to

Balabac, and next to the opposite shores of Paragua, taking formal

possession, and selecting the site for the presidio. It was also order-

ed, that the natives should be treated mildly, collected into pueblos,

encouraged to industry by grants of land, and brought cheerfully

to render homage, and receive baptism. The fleet of eleven vessels

which sailed under these instructions, reached Balabac safely, and

" It is scarcely worth while to examine the right by which the sultan of Bor-

neo gave Balabac, &c., to Spain, or to compare it with the. cession of Balamban-

ran by Sulu to the English It is rather matter of gratification to find an occasion-

al homage thus paid to pence and ownership, and a form of cession preferred to

conquest.
/
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after taking possession, went on to Paragua Sickness there over-

took t he crews, more than 100 died, and the suvivors returned dis-

heartened to Manila. It would appear from the details given, that

the ignorance of the leaders, the want of interpreters, &.C., were the

first causes that this expedition, which had cost $37,000, resulted

in no permanent occupation.

While the disposable force of the colony was thus employed, the

southern islands were suffering constant irruptions. The Calamianes

group, the islands of Tablas, Mindoro, Ticao, the province of Cara-

ga, &.C., were by turns assailed, their pueblos ravaged, and the priest

and his flock carried into captivity. The piratical prahus made

descents an the southern shores of Luzon, and were seen to the

northward of Manila. The vindictive feelings of the Spanish autho-

rities, at the report of these reiterated outrages, turned upon the

captive sultan, though innocent as themselves of any participation

in them. To divert this indignation from the head of her father,

his daughter Fatima sought permission to go to Su.lu as the bearer

of letters to her uncle. On her arrival there, she collected 50 cap-

tives, sent them back to their homes in the the Philippines, and before

the close of 1753, returned herself to Manila, bringing an envoy

from Bantilan with her. The envoy renewed proposals for peace

on his master’s part, and after conference with the sultan, made

formal offers to restore captives, to renew an offensive and defensive

alliance, &c., &,c. Ovando received the articles favorably, bul

chose to withhold a final ratification, and keep his grasp on the impri-

soned sultan and his suite, until actually in possession of the returned

captives. Alarmed again by pressing calls for aid from the southern

provinces, he hastened the preparation of a naval force of ten vessels,

which sailed in February, 1754, but the movements of which were

paralized by the dissentions or cowardice of its officers.

We refrain from transcribing the long detail of robbery, capti-

vity, and butchery which now followed, making the year 1754 memo-

rable in the colonial annals, as that of its greatest suffering by Moor-

ish irruptions. The piratical fleets, sometimes of 50 or 100 sail,

traversed the Archipelago, attacking the strongest posts, until but a few

of the 21 provinces of the colony could boast immunity. Occasionally,

a successful defense was made within the walls of the stronger church-

es or fortifications, but much more often, the cruel visitors sacked,

and made captive at pleasure. At times, the same ill-fated spot was

visited again and again, till the miserable remnant of its population,

having lost their all, were scattered over the neighboring country.
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One unhappy pueblo is named which was ravaged ten times in suc-

cession. This long train of successful irruption so emboldened the

Moors, that they did not hesitate to besiege pueblos, defended by one

or two companies of infantry, and were more than once successful

When the galleon of 1754 arrived, and the dispatches and unma-

nifested silver were landed at Ticao, the pirates pursued the boats,

cut to pieces the Spanish guard, and carried off the treasure.

The appearance of this annual ship put an end to the government

of Ovando. His unfortunate administration had laid him open to a

process of inquiry, and the following year, declining the permission

given him to return to Spain, via the Cape of Good Hope, he embark-

ed for Acapulco. Under the anxieties of his situation, his health

sunk apace, and he died before the passage was over. One of the

causes of his sovereign’s dissatisfaction with the marques was, that he

had advised the abandonment of the Marianas, in order to centre the

force of the colony on the southern frontiers. But the king declared

in reply his pleasure that all the existing establishments should be

maintained, in a tone not to be disputed or trifled with.

Don Pedro de Arandia, the new governor, a native of Ceuta, who

had acquired some distinction in the military service, began his admi-

nistration with inquiries more than usually searching, into the state of

the colonial defenses. In the course of these, the amusing disclo-

sures, already referred to, of the shirtless and barefoot condition of his

majesty’s forces, were made; and Arandia found in them sufficient

reason for the failure of so many expeditions. In fact, he found the

soldiery scattered over the suburb^, and entirely without discipline

or military practice. It was now admitted on all hands, that the ar-

dor which distinguished the early days of the colony, had died out, and

that the annual supply of 100 or 200 recruits from Mexico, scarce-

ly sufficed to keep up a nominal force, in character equally feeble

and vicious. While this vvas the state of the soldiery, the officers,

only half-supported by their low rates of pay, were looking after their

private interests : the governor proceeded to reorganise a local force

of 2Q0O men, divided into two battalions of twenty companies. The

new rates of pay were fixed at $25 for a captain; $18 for a lieutenant;

$14 for an ensign; $3 to $4£ for non-commissioned officers, and $2§

for the privates. For this last named consideration, the soldiery sub-

mitted reluctantly to the new discipline, ‘ abhorring— as they did —
the broth of the mess-kettle,’ and ‘ deserting continually, until re-

strained by dread of punishment.’ A brigade of artillery was also

jormed. with a school for gunnery and field-practice New regula-
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tions were introduced for the care of the public stores, for tire ad-

justment of the hours of labor in the arsenal, tire public offices, &ic.

At an early period of his government, the ‘ Provincia de Rosario'

brought before Arandia its claim for arrears of sacramental wine,

computed at 840 arrobas due the Order, on the old annual allowance

from the crown, of one arroba per padre. Far from admitting this

novel claim, the governor pronounced it wholly unjustifiable, and

fined the civil officers who had lent their sanction to it.

Another, and less suspicious claim was put in at this time by the

Franciscan order, for an allowance for the support of fifteen ship-

wrecked Japanese, who had been thrown on the coast in 1758, and

had been ever since maintained in one of their convents. The
fathers referred to cases in 1698 and 1706, when royal grants of

maintenance had been made to wrecked Japanese, and which chari-

ty had happily inclined their hearts to Christianity. Their petition

had been already laid before Ovando, who, in reply, had given the

unfortunate men permission to go where they pleased, but had promis-

ed them aid, on their conversion to Catholicism. This condition they

had complied with, and Arandia, admitting their claim, as strangers

and converts, assigned them a support out of a small fund left for

charitable uses, by the last martyr to Japanese exclusion, the abb£

Srdotti.

A much more pressing appeal was again made upon Aradia’s hu- a

manity, by the distresses of the people dwelling on the bank of the

small lake of Taal, a few leagues southeast of Manila. This laguna

had in its centre a small island, whose volcanic character was well

known, but which had lreen long inactive, and had been made even

a source of profit by the extraction of quantities of sulphur. In Au-

gust, 1754, while the Moors were devastating the southern provinces,

the volcano of Taal was first observed to have a light cloud resting

on its summit. In September, some flame was seen, some light

ashes fell, and slight shocks of earthquake disturbed the neighbor-

hood. In November, the mingled smoke and ashes had increased

to a darkening volume, and the roar of the subterranean combustion

became like the report of the loudest artillery. The inhabitants of

the shores fled through the overwhelming showers, by torch-light

to more distant villages. From the 25th to the 27th, the volcano con-

tinued in fearful activity. On the 2d and 3d of December, a violent

gale and storm concurred with the irruption, and their joint effect was,

to bring down the volcanic showers, in the form of fetid mud, until

the villages of Taal and Tanaran, with their churches and convents.
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sunk under the enormous load deposited upon them. With great

difficulty, the same fate was averted from other neighboriug villages

By the 12th of that month, the activity of the crater declined, and the

inhabitants slowly returned to the sites of their former habitations.

It was long, however, before their deeply covered fields could again

be made to put on their former livery of rich and verdant cultivation.

Local distresses and reforms did not long divert the governor’s at-

tention from the state of the southern frontier of the colony. To test

the plan of collecting the natives into large pueblos, orders were issu-

ed for the inhabitants of Simala, Banton, and Tablas to concentrate

upon Komblon
;
those ofMasbate and Burias upon Mobo

;
the Tico-

ans upon Si. Jacinto; the Macalayans upon Sorsogan, &c., &c.

These commands seem, however, to have failed of any effect, from

their very nature, and from the imperfect control held over the

native population.

Arandia was more fortunate in his choice of a new commander

for the southern squadron. He gave the flag to the padre Ducos,

a friar who had distinguished himself on shore, in some gallant

defenses of besieged forts and convents. The result showed that

he could fight well on either element, on the attack as well as on

the defensive. Under the command of the energetic padre, some

sharp battles were had with the piratical fleets, and when a wound

shattered his arm and put out his eyes, his successor followed his

example and carried on the contest. In a few months, if our ac-

count he true, a severe chastisement was inflicted upon the Moors,

for their previous irruptions. One hundred and fifty-nine of their

prahus were taken
;
2000 killed

;
and 500 of their kidnapped vic-

tims rescued from captivity.. When, however, we find from the

sequel of the report, that all- this castigation was inflicted with

the loss of 5 killed and 50' wounded on the Spanish side, we are led

to doubt, whether the sufferers were the guilty parties, or whether so

much weakness and cowardice on their part, are reconcilable with

their previous history.
,

When the accounts of these successes reached the capital, early

in 1755, a day of thanksgiving was kept, royal salutes were fired, and

te deum sung in the church of Santa Potenciana, in the presence of

all that Manila contained of rank and splendor. The padre Ducos

was especially complimented, and it being determined to erect a new

fortress on Misatnis, he was named governor*

* The plan now adopted of placing the southern forts under a separate com-

mand. instead bf the orders of the provincial alcaldes, and of manning them with
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This brightening of the colonial affairs m the south worked some

slight change in favor of the captive sultan. Pulgar, who had seized

him at Zamboangan, was dead; Ovando was also gone; and the

archbishop, who had been for some time alienated from his convent,

which had deprived him of the consolations of the church, now by

Arandia’s influence, was brought to a full reconciliation The wife

of the sultan now dying, he w as permitted to renew his addresses to

his favorite concubine, who had separated from him on his conver-

sion, and had since figured as donna Rita Calderon, among the colie-

gialas of Santa Potenciana. When the day for the espousals came,

the palace was thrown open to the bridal party, and the governor and

his suite condescended to grace the ceremony. The renewed friend-

ship of the archbishop did not long avail the sultan. The prelate

was now old and infirm, and a distressing difference arose between

him and the governor, on a point of punctilio. This important point,

whether the bells should chime or not on certain occasions, was

duly referred to his Catholic majesty. Before the decision came, the

bells had tolled their last chime over the archbishop’s funeral obse-

quies. The real improvement in the sultan’s case, does not seem to

have been great, however, since we find him petitioning Arandia in

vain for an increase of the allowance of $50, and six cavans of rice,

made monthly to himself and family.

Among the orders, with which Arandia came charged, was a

fresh one for the checking of Chinese immigration. When he pro-

ceeded to publish these commands, giving the Chinese residents the

option of exile or baptism, 515 out of 3696 submitted, and 2070 pre-

ferred to leave the colony. These orders do not appear to have been

applied to the Chinese in the provinces, nor to those on board the

junks in the harbor. Indeed it was not the royal wish, that any

check should be laid on the foreign commerce of Manila. To pre-

serve to the natives the more lucrative occupations of the interior,

and to keep the Chinese party under control, were the chief objects

of the Spanish policy. One expedient now adopted to these ends,

was to build for them the Alcayceria de San Fernando. This
structure (which cost $48,000) was henceforth required to be the

residence of the unconverted Chinese, connected with trade, and
from which they were not to wander into the interior.

It may be well to mention here, in connection with the trade with

China, an order Arandia received, to send samples of Chinese quick-

Spanish mestizos in place of natives of Bohol, who had hitherto figured as the
chief fighters, is said to have worked favorably
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stiver lo Mexico, in order to ascertain if the supply for the silver

mines could be drawn from this quarter. The governor transmitted

the orders to Amoy and Canton, but the agents brought back word,

that the Chinese quicksilver was adulterated and inferior, and more-

over that its export was prohibited under heavy penalties.*

The attention of the governor was again called to affairs on the

southern frontier, by the receipt of reports from the naval officers

commanding in that quarter. The first of these related to the eastern

and southern coasts of Mindanao, and after describing its piratical

communities as few and poor, it argued that to war on a people so con-

temptible, so defended by their local advantages, and able to flee at

ct moment’s warning to the manglar, or the mountain, was to sacrifice

life and labor on an object quite undeserving. The second report

informed the governor, that its writer, Favean had visited Sulti,

where the acting sultan Bantilan, had received him with a kind and

showy hospitality. Favean fully confirmed the sultan’s statement,

that the late hostilities were the work of the governor of Zaniboan-

gan, whose avarice and cruelty incited the Suluans to resistance and

retaliation. Bantilan further declared that neither ‘ the east nor the

west, nor the seven heavens should drive him from the Fullfilment of

the late treaties,’ and with this assurance, he intreated again for the

release of the captives. Favean further described Bantilan as mild

and affable, and fully acquitted the captive sultan from the charges

on which he had been imprisoned. He believed Fernando a sincere

friend of Spain, and that the designs of his brother extended only to

the exclusion of Catholicism. He reported the surrender of sixty-eight

captives, by the Suliian raja, and piessed the request that the sultan,

or at least his suite, be suffered to return to their country.

Unhappily the favorable feelings of Favean toward Sulu, became

known at Zainboangan, on his return there, and no effort was spared

to ruin his credit with Arandia. These efforts were so far successful

as to piocure his recall to Manila, whence he was remanded under

arrest to Mexico.

These reports were considered at a junta held at Manila, April

9th
, 1755, whereat it was determined, that the princes should be freely

restored, don Fernando and his son only remaining, until the ex-

change of further ratifications. In accordance with this decision,

four vessels were prepared, in which the released Suluans, 134 in

* Spain has since furnished large quantities of quicksilver to China, and some
small parcels have been received from Austria The rise in the European value

has a^ain checked this branch of trade, and within the last few years, the article

might, at one time, have been exported profitably, to Mexico and a. America.
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number, sailed on the 28th of April. They, and the envoy who ac-

companied them, were kindly welcomed, and on the return of the

latter, he was again made the bearer of a pressing appeal for the sul-

tan’s release, which can hardly have come from a usurper pleading

in favor of his supplanted rival.

Our authority does not supply the remainder of the unfortunate

Alimudin’s history. It seems, however, that the crisis of piratical

irruption passed with the year 1744, and though some districts con-

tinued to be the mark of these attacks, and one plundering crew

ventured as far north as Lubat, yet on the whole, the colony never

again suffered under so cruel a series of depredations. In the r eport

on southern affairs made to his majesty in 1755, Arandia still dis-

trusted the sincerity of Bantilan. Without justifying the seizure of

Alimudin, he fails to pronounce upon the authors of that outrage, the

condemnation they merited. He described Sulii as owing its chief

importance to the valor of its people arid their wealth, acquired itt

piracy. He believed them able, along with their allies, to ravage the

southern islands, while expeditions of mere retaliatory incursion

against them, or anything sltori of the overthrow of the whole Mo-

hammedan power in the Archipelago, seemed ineffectual to over-

come them. He concluded, (if we understand his obscure infer-

ences,) that retaliation should be forborne, all possible defensive

preparations made, and no efforts spared to draw out the rulers of

Sulii, and detach them from the Mohammedan interest. Perhaps the

negotiation now opened with Jampsa, raja'df Mindanao, was a part of

this policy, though it seems to have resulted chiefly in mutual recri-

minations. A truce was, however, agreed to, although it was the

opinion of a strong party at Manila that these intervals were used in

preparations for new hostilities; and that it was impolitic to grant

them. Good use of the return of peace was made on the Spanish

side, in recalling the disheartened and scattered natives to their

homes, giving them the means of defense, relieving them for a time

from tribute, and teaching them that a great part of their sufferings

arose from their voluntary exposure, apart from the larger pueblos, for

the sake of escaping the restraints of law and morality.

Two leading objects now remained, to engage Arandia’s attention
;

the restoration Of the fallen commerce, and the regulation of the dis-

ordered revenues of the colony. Refore he left Spain, and even after

his arrival in Mexico, he had heard extravagant accounts of the

wealth of the merchants of Manila. He saw, however, before he left

Acapulco, that the buyers of New Spain no longer paid excessive
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prices On reaching his government, lie found t|ie colonial traders

‘ in tears,’ disheartened by a long succession of losses. Their arrears

to the ‘obras pins’ dated as far back as 1724, when the respondentia

premiums were at 40 per cent. and had now accumulated to $300,000

The capture of the Cobadonga, the long suspension which followed,

the fate of the Pilar, &.C., &.C., had contributed to bring on a state

of general insolvency Even the last galleon, without the help of

any disaster, had lost 20 per cent, on her investment, and the ship-

pers were now reluctant to adventure more, at 20 per cent, premiums.

It was true the galleons continued to bring back their million, but it

was because they had carried out nearly as much in their outward

investment. In proof of these facts, and to silence the arguments of

the Spanish party, the Manila merchants engaged to ship $1,000,000

to Acapulco, consigned to the agents of Cadiz, on condition that 35

per cent, profits, ($350,000,) were returned to them. Arandia saw

that there was much truth in these statements; that the Spaniard

unfit for labor in the climate of the Philippines, looked to trade as his

only resource, and that, in short a flourishing commerce was essen-

tial to the welfare of the colony. The result of these considerations,

was a memorial to his majesty, recommending that the annual ship-

ments be raised to $1,500,000 (without increase of the duties), and

be made free to every body The services of the colony, its critical

state, &.C., were pleaded anew in this memorial. Some of its many

suggestions seem to have been adopted afterwards, but no material

change came in to relieve and build up the colony.

While waiting permission to effect more important changes, the

governor applied himself to such mercantile reforms as camp within

his own authority. Among the abuses he sought to check, were

such as filling the water-casks, &.C., of the galleon with goods,

which of course, paid neither freight nor duties. The ship itself was

every year so stripped of everything portable, that each new depar-

ture made a complete outfit necessary. These reforms were approved

at home, but we are left free to presume, that the system which

created such abuses, did not fail to reproduce them.

In some other of his plans for the regulation of trade, Arandia

was not at all successful. The abuses or frauds which prevailed in

the sorting and packing of goods for the Acapulco market, attracted

his notice, and he sought to repress them, by fines and forfeitures

The new law became so onerous, however, in the hands of its minis-

ters, that the governor was obliged to reprimand them and repeal

it. The same fate attended an order for the more complete manifest-



1839. Hi >tory in Ijaiftrn Ana. 259

ing of the cargoes of the Chinese junks on their arrival at Manila

The opposition of the Chinese owners and supercargoes soon re-

duced the command to a nullity.

But the favoiite plan of Arandia at this time, was the formation

of a company which should benefit the capital by transferring the pro-

fits of the retail trade of the colony from the Chinese to the Spaniards

and mestizos. To gain this end, he instituted an association, whose

funds were to be employed in furnishing shops, at wholesale prices,

and whose sales, being made at a uniform advance of 30 per cent.,

would gave eight per cent, to the crown, 10 per cent, to the

shareholders, and 12 per cent, for the payment of salaries, &c. The
private capital of Manila being unequal to this new call, Arandia

repaired to the “obras pias,” and with a loan from them of $130,000

at 5 per cent., the shops of the company were soon tolerably furnish-

ed. The citizens were called on to patronize *iie shops, where

warranted goods were to be had at uniform prices, and whereby twen-

ty-one indigent, but deserving, families were to be supported. The
company soon found itself embarrassed by the quantity of clipped

coin then in circulation, and its difficulties increasing, as it went

on, from other quarters, the governor was glad to wind up its affairs

at the Close of the just year, just saving the original capital.

While we are upon these commercial details, it may be worth

while to notice the still more unfortunate result of a project for ship-

building on the banks of the Mcinam. The agent of the association

formed for this purpose had sailed from Siam as early as 1725,

carrying with him $30,000, a sum said to be sufficient to equip a

galleon. He was kindly received by tlie Siamese king, and the

vicar apostolic, having blessed the newly-laid keel, the work went

on prosperously, under the shadow of the cross and the national

colors. Before the ship was built, the agent’s money ran short, and

the king generously helped him out with a loan of $12,000, without

interest. Once completed, at the cost of $44,000, the unfortunate

vessel began to be the sport of disasters. Twice driven to Macao,

and once to Batavia, and everywhere requiring expensive repairs, she

at last came into the hands of her owners, at a total cost of $91,000
,

even then she was pronounced unseaworthy, and condemned and

sold for $10,000 The unfortunate shareholders were of course call-

ed on to repay the loan taken from the king of Siam, and the Spanish

government was so annoyed by the result of the experiment, that it

decreed, that no galleons should he built, except within the dock

yards of the colony
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The second branch of Arandia’s cares respected the disordered

finances of the colony. From his reports on this subject, it appeared

that the soyal subsidy of $250,000 per annum had been assigned

to the Philippines out of the Mexican revenues in 1665, and had

been paid down to the time of governor Crusat of economic memory.

By his recommendation, $170,000 had then been discounted, and

these clippings had been repeated from time to time, until in Aran-

dia’s day, the amount actually received was only $74,000. He stat-

ed the ordinary revenues to be $606,000, and the expenses $696,000,

leaving an annual deficit of $90,000. The heavy drafts on the

treasury for southern operations, the losses entailed by the expulsion

of the Chinese, by volcanic eruptions, &c., were represented, and

the restoration of the annual subsidy to its original sum, intreated.

It only remains for us to add a few scattered anecdotes of Aran-

dia’s administration. One of these, respecting the mortality on board

the Trinidad galleon, on her voyage to Acapulco in 1755, is honora-

ble to the governor’s humanity. It appeared from the inquiry institut-

ed at Manila, that the crowded state of the ships, and the insufficient

food and clothing of the Indian crews, usually resulted in many

deaths, whenever, as in this case, the passage lasted six or seven

months, and was made beyond 40° north latitude. Measures were

immediately taken to run the courses on a more southern line, and

prevent the recurrence of the same calamity.

In the course of these annals, repeated reference is made to ef-

forts on the part of one order of Catholic missionaries, to effect ex-

changes or transfers of the districts assigned them with another order.

Thus the Jesuits endeavored again and again to dispossess the Re-

collect fathers of the province of Caraga. When Arandia assumed

the administration, he espoused the Jesuit side, and after a long ne-

gotiation, compelled the Recollects to cede the province in question

to their covetous rivals. These forced transfers afterward came

before the home government, and the king reverting to the old rule,

that where one order had entered, another should not follow to molest

or expel, annulled the transfer, and restored to the Recollects their

vacated parishes.

In these contests between rival orders, the natives are represented

as adhering generally-to their spiritual teachers. An opposite in-

stance of aversion occurs, however, in the case of the people of Bohol,

who revolted to the number of several thousands on the refusal of a

Catholic priest to inter their dead, except on payment of certain

jjurial charges. For many years, the rebel Dagoboy remained un-
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softened, at the head of his eighteen villages, and though some out-

ward submission afterward took place, it scarcely affected their real

independence.

A reference made at this time to the results of certain attempts to

draw out the mineral wealth of Luzon, supplies an illustration of the

difficulties under which the colonial enterprise still labored. Some

veins of gold being found in the town of Paracale in the province of

Camarines, permission to work them was asked and granted, under

the usual formalities. The adventurers proceeded to work five veins,

which were said to be tolerably productive, but the aversion of the

natives to a new mode of labor, and other local difficulties interven-

ing, the whole enterprise was abandoned.

A second adventurer, who had opened an iron mine in the town

of Boso, obtained permission to import a number of workmen from

China, and so placed himself above native prejudices. The Chinese

were brought to the spot, and the ore found to yield 75 per cent, of

pure metal. But the governor now discovered that the use of infidel

Chinese in mining was contrary to law, and the adventurer was

required to reconvey them to China. His mines too were then aban-

doned.

One other measure of Arandia’s perhaps merits notice, as illustrat-

ing the low state of security in the colony, viz., the order forbidding

the use of firearms to the Indians under severe penalties. It is fur-

ther said that a commission for the apprehension of robbers was

instituted under his authority, and that by these means, several bands

of miscreants, fugitives from justice, &c., were broken up.

The closing pages of the fourteenth and last volume of our authority

are filled with the details of expeditions for the reduction of the Ygor-

rotes, a wild tribe, inhabiting the sierras on the borders of Pangasi-

nan and Ylocos. After summoning these poor villagers to homage

and baptism, 2000 men were marched upon those who adhered to bar-

barism and infidelity. Some stand was made against the invasion by

these simple men, but, if the destruction of their chief villages, and

the driving back their frontier settlements to the higher ridges were

the measure of success, the enterprise was successful.

The unfinished way, in which the ‘ Historia de Philippinas’ here

terminates, leaves us to infer, that its continuation was intended.

Ample materials for the completion of the work undoubtedly exist,

in the monastic and other archives of Manila. We cannot but hope

that the long abandoned task of the P. Juan de la Conception wilt

erelong be resumed by some more compact and discriminating writer.
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1'lie ' Iliatoria, when thus completed and abridged, will foim an

appropriate introduction to a new work — much wanted by the stu-

dent ol Eastern Asia— on ‘the present state of the Philippine

Islands.’

For the sake of chronological satisfaction, we subjoin, at the close

of this sketch, a few dates of principal importance in the subsequent

annals of the colony.

The governor Arandia died m May 1759, leaving the administra-

tion in the hands of don Manuel Roxo, at that time archbishop of

Manila. Three years after, war broke out between Spain and Eng-

land, and before the Philippine authorities were aware of the decla-

ration of hostilities, a British armament anclioied before the city of

Manila. The invading force landed on the 23d September ( 1762),

and after several sharp actions, the city capitulated on the 6th Oct

This surrender did not, however, secure quiet submission of the is-

lands to the representatives of the E. I. Company A strong force

was soon organized m flic interior, under Spanish officers, and when

the news of peace arrived, m June 1764, the British posts had al-

ready been driven in, and their authority circumscribed to the im-

mediate vicinity of the capital. On the 3lst March, 1764, the islands

reverted to the Spanish crown, and the British force lessened by

sickness and casualty to the extent of 1000 men, retired from Manila.

‘ While they were in possession — says the English narrator— they

were cut off from every part of the country their army and navy did

not overawe
;

it is melancholy to read the official papers and procla-

mations issued at the time
;
while the details of murder and desola-

tion which took place in the interior from the moment the old

administration was shaken, excite horror.’

The unfortunate archbishop having died during the occupation,

a new governor succeeded till 1770, when Anda, the brave antagonist

of the British, was rewarded with the administration of the colony

Under his government and that of his successor, Manila was made

the comparatively strong capital we now see it, while various plans

for colonial amelioration were zealously prosecuted.

The old system of royal government continued down to 1812,

when the colonies of Spain were recognized under the constitution,

as integral parts of the empire; and in the language of count Toreno,

“the deputies from Peru were seated by the side of those from Estre-

madura, and near those from Catalonia, were seen the representatives

of the Philippine islands.” When the constitution"was subverted in

IS14, and again for a time lestorcd in 1820. the Philippines followed
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an easy accommodation, the fluctuating policy ot ihe mother country

The native was, on both these occasions, too little* while in possession

of political rights, to learn their value. He wore with some bashful

reluctance the honors thus thrust upon him, and at the first call of

reviving royalism, cheerfully resigned them. It would be a wide

deviation from the design of this sketch, to turn from the past to the

future, or to make one effort to draw the veil which covers the des-

tiny of this colony, which hides the part one day to be assigned in

history to the empire of the Philippines.

Art. Ill A Budhistic Stratagem, communicated by a literary

gentleman in Peking to his friends in ('anton, July, 1839.

I A friend lias kindly handed us the following story for publication. Like

Thousands of others, often reported and believed here, it shows how much
darkness rpsts on the minds of those, who by their rank and learning ought

to be the patterns and guides of the people. The gentleman who relates the

etory is of the rank keu jin
,
corresponding to Ihe degree of A. M

]

“On the 23d of the 3d month (May tit h ) ,
of the present year, near

Peking in the department of Shunteen, and upon Ml. Teenshow there

was a dark fog some thousand feet in height, which ascended to the

sky. From beneath the mountain, black and red waters simulta-

neously gushed forth
;
and upon it, were droves of foxes and flocks

of birds, which pursued both man and beast. The officers and peo.

pie quaked with fear. This whole district, in open air, with heads

uncovered, performed their religious rites. The astronomers predict,

that, although the crops may be abundant, it will be difficult to avoid

the calamities of fire and flood, and the judgments of war and plague

Only those who work righteousness can escape. The workers of

iniquity will with difficulty hide themselves. But observe, the eighth,

ninth, and tenth months, when this calamitous exhalation will assu-

redly arise again. Men will then die in countless numbers, and their

corpses will promiscuously strew the ground. At midnight the cocks

will crow and the dogs bark, and there will br malignant spirits, evil

demons, who will call out men by name and they cannot answer.

Now to be secured against these dire judgments, upon the first day

of every month, with sincere heart, practice abstinence from animal

food, w ine, &,c. Also to transcribe ten copies (of this prediction),

and circulate it among men, will avert the calamity from one family.

If unable to copy and circulate it thus, it will suffice to disseminate

ihe intelligence orally Neither copying nor circulating it, but on the

contrary if you ridicule and vilify the subject, curses will inevitably
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descend upon your person. It is proper also to write with red ink,

and upon yellow paper, the following twelve characters, and reverent-

ly worshiping, to rest them upon the altar, and thus you will be able

to avert the danger from one family. Or to write and bind them

about your body, will suffice to avert the calamity from your own

person. The goddess of mercy, as appears from casting the kwa, also

affirms that during the seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth months, there

will be distress among the people. Six or seven out of ten will die :

winds and rain will be unseasonable, and judgments and calamities

will flow in all directions. On the ninth, nineteenth, and twenty-

ninth, of each of these months, at 12 o’clock a.m. you cannot kindle

a fire, but the deity Hung Loting will descend from heaven, and

cruise about among men, observing who is righteous and who is

wicked. If able, fast as above directed upon the first day of the

month
;
and you can secure tranquillity and peace, by selecting the

twelve characters ai ranged below; viz. Chen, Chaou, Lae, Kwae,

Foo, Kin, Mull, Shwuy, Ho, Too, Ling, Foo. The last two signify

an ‘efficacious charm.’ The others are new coined characters and

enigmatical.”

N. B. On the preceding, our correspondent thus remarks : ‘The

translator, from the serious manner in which this intelligence was

first communicated to him, queried if there had not been a volcanic

eruption in the vicinity of the dragon’s throne, as the phenomena

described somewhat resembles one, and the explanations of the astrono-

mers and goddess of mercy, were such as might be expected from an

unscientific and idolatrous people. But showing it one day to a Con-

fucianist, he immediately explained it to be one of the stratagems by

which the Budhists impose upon the people and promote their tenets.

It is a curious document, and illustrates the cunning of the Budhists.

‘ The moon story ’ was not more firmly believed by some in the west,

than this is by many in the east. The present state and prospects of

the country no doubt contributed to its credibility among the people.’

Art. IV. Proclamation from the Chinese authorities, calling on

the people to arm themselves, to resist parties of English land-

ins on their coasts.
,p

Lin, high imperial commissioner, &c ,
and Tang, governor of the

two Kwang, &,c. A proclamation giving clear commands. Whereas

the English foreigners, iit their overbearing pride and unpracticabili-
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ty, have withstood the prohibitory enactments; these depraved in-

dividuals who deal in opium, have continued to linger at Macao
;
the

empty store-ships which had surrendered their opium have thus long

remained anchored in the outer seas; and newly-arrived merchant

vessels, neglecting to surrender what opium they have brought, have

assembled at Hongkong and the neighborhood, neither entering

Whampoa, nor yet sailing back again; whereby occasion was given

in a drunken brawl to cause the death of Lin Weihe, one of the

people of the empire : and whereas, we, the commissioner and the

governor, having reiteratedly issued commands to the superintendent

Elliot, justly to investigate and take proceeding therein, he has still

withstood us, has not received our commands, and has sheltered and

failed to deliver up the murderer (acts of contumacy, and of stiff-

necked presumption that cannot be surpassed) :— Therefore, we the

commissioner and the governor have given strict commands to the

local officers, civil and military, at every point, by land and by water,

faithfully to intercept and wholly to cut off from the English all sup-

plies, that they may be made to fear and to pay the tribute of fealty.

We now find that these English foreigners, though they have one

and all left Macao, have yet gone to reside on board the foreign ships

at Hongkong, and it is to be apprehended, that, in the extremity of

their embarrassment, some may land at the outer villages and hamlets

along the coast, forcibly to purchase provisions, or plunder the inha-

bitants. Against chances of this natnre, it is most necessary to take

all precautionary and preventive measures.

For this reason, we make proclamation to all the gentry and elders,

the shopkeepers and inhabitants of the outer villages and hamlets,

along the coast, for their full information Pay you all immediate

obedience hereto; assemble yonrselves together for consultation
;
pur-

chase arms and weapons; join together the stoutest of your villagers,

and thus be prepared to defend yourselves. If any of the said foreigners

be found going on shore to cause trouble, all and every of the people

are permitted to fire upon them, to withstand and drive them back,

or to make prisoners of them. They assuredly will never be able, few

in number, to oppose the many. Even when they land to take water

from the springs, stop their progress, and let them not have it in their

power to drink. But so long as the said foreigners do not go on

shore, you must not presume to go in boats near to their vessels,

causing in other ways disturbance, which will surely draw on you

severe investigations.

Taoukwang, 19th year, 7th month, 23d day. Aug 31st, 1839.)
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Art. V Memorial to the Kt Hon. Viscount Lord Palmerston

from the British merchants.

My Lord, We, the undersigned British merchants, lately resident in

Canton, several of whom had the honor of addressing your lordship

on the 24th May on the subject of the outrageous proceedings of the

Chinese government in March last, are once more compelled re-

spectfully but most earnestly to address your lordship, in conse-

quence of having been again subjected to further act3 of arbitrary

violence from the same source.

2d. On completion of the delivery of the opium surrendered by

her majesty’s superintendent to the imperial commissioner, on behalf

of her majesty’s government, (particulars of which have been laid be-

fore your lordship,) your memorialists retired from Canton to Macao,
in obedience to the injunctions of her majesty’s superintendent, in

the hope of being allowed to remain peaceably in that settlement, un-

der protection of the Portuguese flag, until otherwise arranged by the

authority of her majesty’s government.

3d. After a residence of three months in Macao, your memorialists

have been compelled suddenly to abandon that place, and seek refuge

on board their ships, in consequence of menacing preparations of the

imperial commissioner, and edicts ordering the departure of all Brit-

ish subjects on pain of severe punishment , at the same time holding

us responsible with our lives for the surrender of an individual to

suffer death, in satisfaction of the alleged murder of a native, in an

accidental affray with some British and American seamen, a few

weeks since at the anchorage of Hongkong.
4th. Her majesty’s superintendent has been unable after a careful

investigation, according to the forms of British law, to fix such charge

of murder on any British subject.

5th. Without any charge whatever against your memorialiasts, in-

dividually or collectively, from the high commissioner, in connection

with the ostensible cause of our actual expulsion from Macao, we
were first deprived of our servants, and supplies of food; and then

compelled to abandon our dwellings, without previous preparation,

and in the possession of means barely adequate for the removal of our

books, papers, and articles of immediate use and necessity
;
under

circumstances involving much cruel privation to families and inva-

lids.

6th. The governor of Macao was pleased to express his anxiety to

afford all aid in his power to the British community
;
but his excel-

lency did not attempt to conceal from your memorialists the fact of

his real inability to give them efficient protection and they quitted

that settlement under a perfect conviction that such a course was

imperatively necessary for the general safety.

7th Your memorialists further beg leave to call to your lordship’s

serious notice, a case of aggravated outrage committed by some Chi-

nese boats full of armed men, and bearing the flags of mandarins,
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upon a British owned p,i3sage-boat, containing seven Lascars and an

English trader (then in the act of removing with his personal effects

from Macao to Hongkong), whom they cruelly mutilated : and after

murdering five of the Lascars, and robbing the vessel of much valua-

ble property, set on fire, and then abandoned it : an event, which,

although your memorialists cannot consider it to have been commit-
ted with the knowledge of the imperial commissioner, yet they can

entertain little doubt, that it is mainly attributable to the highly men-
acing character of some of his late edicts, and to his generally violent

bearing towards foreigners, especially British, thus inducing the in-

ferior officers to conceive that any acts of brutal outrage might be

perpetrated with impunity.

8th. In the former memorial, an opinion was expressed, that after

the violent acts of the high commissioner in March last, the return of

British subjects to Canton would be alike dangerous to themselves, to

the property of their constituents, and derogatory to the honor of

their country
;
until such time as the power of the British government

might convince the Chinese authorities that such outrages would not

be endured.

9th. And it was further stated, that such powerful interference

could alone prevent the recurrence of similar or more violent proceed-

ings Your memorialists may respectfully refer your lordship to

the facts now detailed in illustration of the justice of that opinion.

10th. It appears unnecessary to add that the circumstance of the

British being outside the port instead of in Canton, has merely
changed the scene, not the nature, of the commissioner’s persecu-

tions : there being every reason to believe that, had we remained in

Canton, the plan by which the commissioner succeeded in extorting

property to the value of between 2 and 3 millions sterling, would
again have been resorted to, for the purpose of endeavoring to en-

force the surrender of an innocent men for capital punishment
(Signed) Dent &l Co. Bell dt Co. D &. M. Rustomjee dt Co.

Fox, Rawson & Co Lindsay & Co Dirom dt Co Gribble,

Hughes dt Co. R. Wise, Holliday dt Co. Macvicar dt Co. Jardine-,

Matheson dz Co. Bomanjee Maneckjee. Framjee Jamsetjee. Cow-
asjee Shapoorjee Tabac. Jamieson dt How. Burjorjee Sorabjee

Hormasjee Framjee. Cowasjee Sapoorjee. Burjorjee Maneckjee. Nes-
serwanjee Bomanjee. Pestonjee Cowasjee. Cowasjee Pallunjee. Eglin-

ton, Maclean dt Co W. dt T Gemmell dt Co. Turner dt Co Cox
fit Anderson A & D Furdonjee. Daniell & Co

Art VI Journal of Occurrences Visit of commissioner Lin
to Macao ; edict to the pilots ; affair at Kowlung ; the hoppo

of Canton visits Macao ; a visit to Chunhow ; intention of
blockading the port ; British vessels in the opium trade requir-

ed to leave Hongkong and the coast ; a Spanish ship burnt

by the Chinese; bloclcade suspended; captain Elliot holds an
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interview in Macao with the Chinese authorities : negotiations

;

shipping; hospitals.

Early in the morning of the 3d instant, a company of Portuguese troops,
with a band of music, proceeded to the Barrier, the boundary of Portuguese
jurisdiction on the northeast. Soon after sunrise, a long procession was seen
moving from Tseenshan

;

it entered the Barrier at 8 o’clock
; and, joined by

the Portuguese escort, proceeded to the temple Leenfung, just north of the
hill beyond the village of Mongha. The procession, as it proceeded from the
Barrier and entered the spacious court-yard in front of the temple, presented
an interesting spectacle. The morning was clear ; and the place of rendez-
vous, under the brow of the hill, was cool. Crowds of spectators had assembled
around the yard without, while within, the prqcurador, the sub-prefect, and the

magistrate of Macao, with a deputy from the commissioner, were in waiting.

Also some presents,— consisting of silver, silk, teas, pigs, and bullocks with
their horns decorated with scarlet ribbands,— were arranged before the mid-
dle door of the temple. The procession, extending some eighty rods in

length, consisted of about two hundred soldiers, all moving in double file.

Very little order was apparent either in their line of march or manoeuvers.
An officer on horseback came first

; then bearers of gongs and flags followed,

with a division of Chinese troops, preceding the commissioner’s sedan, borne

by eight Chinese and attended by a Portuguese guard of honor. Next came
a. small division of native troops, preceding his excellency, governor Tang,
who was followed by other officers and troops. Their excellencies, on ar-

riving, were received by the officers in waiting, and conducted into the tern-

pie, where refreshments were provided, and a conference held with the pro-

curador. The Chinese troops seem to have been selected, for the occasion,

in small delatchments of twenty or thirty, from different regiments, each
detachment having a different uniform* and banner. All were armed

;
some

with bows and arrows
;
some with spears and pikes ; others with swords and

halberds ;
and others with matchlocks and blunderbusses. Many of them were

stout and ablebodied men
;
and their uniforms and accoutrements were not

ill-looking, though they would match very well with those of Europeans in the

sixteenth century. The Portuguese troops and band appeared to good ad-

vantage— the better perhaps for being viewed in contrast with the “ ce-

lestials”

The interview with the procurador lasted nearly half an hour
;
he was

seated a little to the left and almost in front of the commissioner, the inter-

preter (a Portuguese) standing between them. At nine o’clock, the proces-

sion again set forward ; and, passing along close to the Praya Patanes,

through the Chinese village of the same name, entered the gate near the

church of S. Antonio, under a salute from the guns on the Monte. From S.

Antonio, it proceeded to the long street near the inner harbor
;
thence, pass-

ing the tsotang’s office, and the Chinese custom-house, it moved on near

the church, of S. Joseph and S. Lawrence to the temple near the Bar fort;

from thence, after a short halt, it returned, passing again near the S. Law-
rence, down the lane, along the whole length of the Praya Grande, to the

gate of S. Lazarus or Campo; thence entering the Rua de Hospital, it passed

round close under the Monte, and moved out of town through the gate of

S. Antonio, under a salute of twenty-one guns, the same as were given on

entering. During this long march, the troops suffered much frqm the exces-

sive heat, but seemed pleased with their service. The Chinese inhabitants

had in several places erected triumphal arches, tastefully adorned with fes-

toons of silk and laudatory scrolls
;
and when his excellency was about to pass

the doors of their houses and shops, they set out tables decorated with vases

of flowers, Arc., -‘in order to manifest,” in the words of a native spectator,
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“their profound gratitude for ins corning to save them from a deadly vice, and
for removing from them a dire calamity, by the destruction and severe inter-

diction of opium.”
Tkt following edict to the Chinese pilots was issued by their excellencies,

the commissioner and governor, immediately after the arrival of the Volage.
“ It appears that whenever a foreign ship of war arrives in the waters of

Kwangtung, the channels of the inner passages being very devious, the depths

of the water not being uniform, and she not accustomed to navigate there,

she durst not alone lightly sail in: but by means of traitorous pilots and
fishermen and boatmen, who covetous of her large gifts and compensation
secretly conduct her in, she covertly reaches the inner waters. Traitors

like these are excessively wicked. Moreover, we have written to the sub-

prefect of Macao, commanding him to give strict orders to all the pilots in ac-

cordance with this, that they do not conduct any in. To all the people of

the fishing and every other kind of boats, that they may obey this strict

interdict, it is published at every landing-place and harbor, that they may
all fully understand it. If there are any who, under pretense of receiving

wages on board of these ships, should secretly act as pilots, then at once
the naval and military officers, will closely examine and ascertain in all parts

who they are, and taking these pilots will instantly decapitate them, and
exhibit their heads at all the landing-places. Whoever shall sell provisions

to them shall be most severely dealt with, without any chance of compro-
mising the sentence. Now let all you people of the boats be careful and
preserve your lives by obedience, and implicitly observe these injunctions.

A special edict.” August 31st, 1839

Of the affair at Kowlung, on the 4th instant, the reports are so contra-

dictory, that we are unable to ascertain the real facts with any degree of
certainty, beyond these, that the firing commenced about 2 o’clock and con-

tinued till night, two small boats engaging on one side, and three junks and
a small fort on the other ; it was occasioned immediately by the long deniaf

of provisions. The following proclamation was addressed on the 6th, to the

foreign merchant vessels concerning it.

“ Lin, high imperial commissioner, &C-, and Tang, governor of the two
Kwang, &c., for the purpose of giving clear commands to the foreign mer-
chant vessels, that they may seek to escape misfortune.

« The English foreigner Elliot having in repeated instances withstood and
opposed the laws,— having concealed and failed to deliver up a murderer,

—

having prevented the merchant vessels from entering the port,— haviug
ruled and directed extensive sales of opium,— the charge of crime against

him is most clearly established, as by our reiterated proclamations and cleat-

commands we have already shown.
“ Now on the 27th day of the 7th month (4th September), he had the dar-

ing presumption to send a number of vessels of various sizes to Kowlung,
and directed them to fire upon and attack the naval cruizers

; from noon
till eight, they had several encounters, and wounds were inflicted on the

governmental soldiery. In this, since he has come forward to seek a quarrel,

we, the commissioner and the governor, cannot but command the assembling

of the powerful companies of the army and navy from the various regiments
and squadrons, that they may combine in an attack of extirpation, and place

his life in our hands. Let it be asked, through the foreign soldiers be nume-
rous, can they amount to one ten-thousandth part of ours ? Though the

foreign guns be allowed to be powerful and effective, can their ammunition
be employed for any long period without being expended 1 If they venture

to enter the port, there will be a moment’s blaze, and they will be turned to

cinders. If they dare to go on shore, it is permitted to all the ppople tq

seize and kill them How can the said foreigners remain unawed 1
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“ Do but consider, all you who have brought commodities hither, that

the object of your coming is trade Already, by Elliot’s hindrance of your
entering the port, your goods must have suffered from mold and decay, and
great must have been the loss upon the outlay. And now, if you attend

to him and follow him in perverse resistance, the gems and the common
pebbles [that is, good and the bad] will be consumed together. It will be im-
possible to turn aside to show indulgence. Let all then speedily separate them-
selves, and not incur cause for future repentance. A special proclamation.”

The hoppo of Canton entered Macao, under a salute from the Monte, on the

5th, and left the town on the 8th, with the same public honors. His object,

it is said, was to make an arrangement with the Portuguese authorities for

the reopening of the trade between Macao and the provincial city, which for

several months has been interrupted. Six chop-boats have since arrived

from Canton, for the transmission of cargo.

On the 10th, one of the foreign residents (Mr. Bridgman), by request from
the imperial commissioner, attended by three linguists with a passport, pro-

ceeded in a native boat to Chunhow, where, on the following day, he had
an interview with a weiyuen, a Chinese officer deputed for that purpose di-

rect from his excellency. Chunhow,— memorable for the destruction of

opium there last summer,— is situated a mile or two east of the Bogue.

Besides the village on the creek, near where the opium was destroyed, there

is a small town just inland, behind the hills, which is the residence of the

admiral, and the temporary abode of the commissioner. A part of the town
is walled, forming a strong castle. The interview was held in an academical

hall, with closed doors,— and is generally understood to have had special

and sole reference to the difficulties pending between the Chinese and Eng-

lish authorities. Mr. B. returned on the 12th.

Two public notices, of a highly interesting character, have appeared bear-

ing date September 11th, 1830. To what consequences they will lead, time

will show. They are subjoined.

Official Public Notice. _
The high commissioner and the governor of these provinces having public-

ly forbidden the regular supplies of food to her majesty’s subjects, having

commanded the people to fire upon and seize them whenever they go on

shore to purchase provisions : and certain of her majesty’s subjects having

been actually cut off: Notice is hereby given that it is my intention, at the

requisition of the chief superintendent of the trade of British subjects in

China, to establish a blockade of the river and port of Canton, and notice ia

hereby further given that none other than vessels actually within the port,

or foreign vessels entering within six days from the date hereof, will be al-

lowed free egress till the blockade be declared raised. Notice of the blockad-

ing force will be hereafter promulgated.

Given under my hand on board her majesty’s ship Volage, at anchor in

Hongkong bay, off the port of Canton, this 11th day of September, 1839.

(Signed) H. Smith, Captain of her Britannic majesty’s ship Volage

General Memorandum.

To commanders of all British vessels, and other her majesty's subjects.

Ship Fort William, Hongkong, 11th September, 1839.

Amongst the pretexts put forward by the commissioner for the vindication

of his measures of dark and undistinguishing violence, against all her majes-

ty’s subjects in China, men, women and children, is the declaration that some

of them are actually engaged in the illicit traffic of opium at this anchorage

The chief superintendent, on his part, considering it his duty to leave no

just room for the inference that her majesty’s flag is flying in countenance

or protection of persons engaged in a trade declared to be lawless by the ^
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government of this country, (to the grout aggravation of the risks of the

ships detained till (he lawful trade can be conducted on a safe and honora-

ble footing,) has now to require all commanders of ships, not having opium
on board, to repair to this vessel within 48 hours, and make oath to that

effect. And moved by the pressing public considerations herein before set

forth, the chief superintendent has to require that all British vessels engaged
m the traffic of opium, should immediately depart from this harbor and coast.

By order of the chief superintendent, (Signed) Edward Elmslie.
Early in the morning of the 12th, a Spanish ship, the Bilbaino from Ma-

nila, was seen on tire in the Typa, off Macao. She is supposed to have
been mistaken by the Chinese authorities for the opium ship Tan-sze-no,

(the Virginia), from which opium was delivered to them at Chuenpe last

spring. The Virginia sailed from this neighborhood months ago ; and it is

reported, on the best authority, that the Bilbaino had no connection with

the illegal traffic. The captain was on shore
;
and the officer in command, at

the time the Chinese boats came alongside and boarded her, made no re-

sistance, but merely hoisted his colors. The officer and one or more of
the men were carried off, and have not yet returned ; the remainder of the

crew were set on shore. The representations made to the Chinese authori-

ties on this subject have, so far as we can learn, hitherto failed to gain repa-

ration or even credit. We can scarcely doubt but that a case so clear and
free from all suspicion, (as every foreigner believes this to be,) will have a

reversal, and ample reparation be made. It exhibits, in a striking point of

view, the great necessity of a free and better mode of intercourse with this

government. With reference to this matter the Portuguese government have
issued the following.

Edict .— “The lamentable occurrence having happened that the Chinese
cruizes have, early on the morning of the 12th inst., unjustly burned the

Spanish brig Bilbaino, then anchored in the Typa, oil suspicion of the vessel

having opium on board ; the loyal Senate do consider it their duty to fit out

an armed vessel to cruize in that anchorage as far as the Roads, and by this

means to procure : 1st, That vessels of any nation whatsoever anchoring

there with opium on board maybe taken and confiscated;— 2d. That no

other fatal mistake like that of the Spanish brig may happen. It is therefore

published that all vessels of whatever nation that may anchor in the above
named anchorages on or after the first day of October next with opium on
board shall be confiscated/’ Dated Macao, 14th September, 1839.—Signed,

Silveira Pinto, Braga, Silva, Barrctto, Demos, Lima.

A ship’s boat, containing a number of English subjects, who were sup-

posed to have been captured by the Chinese, and to whom captain Smith
refers in his notice of blockade, being ascertained to have reached its

destination safely, and also in consequence of proposed negatiations, captain

Smith published a second notice, suspending the blockade. All the Ameri-
can ships had in the meanwhile entered the port, in order to save time,

the American merchants petitioned the keunmin foo or sub-prefect for liberty

to proceed directly up to the Bogue, and there to procure pilots. Their
request was granted. The following is captain Smith’s second

Official Public Notice.

The safety of certain of her Britannic majesty’s subjects supposed to have
been cut off by the officers of the Chinese government having been ascertain-

ed, and negociations being opened upon the basis of the withdrawal of the

proclamations against the lives and liberty of her said majesty’s subjects : It

is hereby declared that till further notice be given (founded upon the result

of such negociations , the blockade notified by me on the 11th instant will

not be established, and vessels continuing to enter will be permitted to pass

out unobstructed
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Given under my hand on board her majesty’s ship Volage, at anchor in

Hongkong bay, off the port of Canton, this sixteenth day of September, 1839.
(Signed) H. Smith, captain other Brittanic majesty’s ship Volage.
L. S. Certified true copy. Edward Klmslie, Secretary, &c.

An interview took place, on the 24th, between the sub-prefect of Macao
and captain Elliot, at the residence and in the presence of his excellency the
Portuguese governor of Macao, captain Elliot having coine on shore the
preceding day, accompanied by captain Smith of the Volage, who was
present at the interview. It is known that communications have passed
between the Chinese and British authorities, having reference more or less

direct to an amicable arrangement of pending difficulties.

These occurrences, and the allusion to negotiations, in captain Smith’s
second notice, afford reason to expect that the conflicting parties will pause

for a while, and allow of the adoption of some measures, temporary no
doubt, so that the business of the season may be transacted. Precisely

what these measure will be, does not yet appear, ft is held to be certain

by most persons (though not by all, if a current rumor be not false), that

no British ship will enter the Bogue, till after a final settlement. It is

very generally believed, too, that the Chinese will not allow British mer-
chants to carry on their trade through Macao— possibly this point may be

ceded. It is more probable, however, if an arrangement is made for busi-

ness, that the 6hips will have to discharge and take in their cargoes near

the Bogue or in some of the adjacent anchorages. These points are, we hear,

now under consideration, and have been referred, on the part of the com-
missioner, to the hoppo and the hong-merchants.

According to the shipping lists, given in the Canton Press of the 28th, the

number of vessels in Whampoa is sixtefen, viz.

American. Cynthia, Osage, Oneida, Providence, Canton Packet, Lintin, Oscar,

Apthorpe. Morea, Talbot, Rose. Danish. L’Esperauce, Mithras. Bremen. Wil-

helm Ludwig, George Washington. Spanish. Gertrudes.

The number of those at Hongkong and other anchorages is sixty-six, viz :

British. Jane, Lord Amherst, Harrier, Psyche, Hercules, Austen, Jardine,

Mermaid, Isabella, Anna, Mithras, Roza, Governor Findlay, Mavis, Pearl,

Thistle, Lady Hayes, Syed Khan, Hannah. Carnatic. Mangalore, Copeland,

Tory, Edmonstone, John Marsh, John Horton, Lama, Fort William, Cornwallis,

Lucies, Cambridge, General Wood, Charlotte, Charles Forbes, Belhaven,

Hannah. Slains Castle, Sir C. Malcolm, Vansittart, Sultana, Pekoe. Scalebv

Castle, Heroine. Harlequin, Myarain Dyaram, Caledonia, Singapore Packet.

Planter, Lambtou, Shah Alltun, Allalevie, Manly, Cordelia, H. M. S. Volage.

Good Success, Castle Huntly, Earl Balcarras, Charles Grant, Lady Nugent,

Frederick Huth, Black Joke, Termite. American. Albion, Lion, Levant.

Though the Hospital at Canton has not been re-opened since the distur-

bances in March, the friends of the institution abroad will be glad to know
that medical practice among the Chinese in the provincial city is still continu-

ed by Ur. Parker. The practice in the Hosjrital at Macao, commenced under

the auspicies of the Medical Missionary Society, by Dr. Lockhart July 1st,

was discontinued on the 21st ultimo, in consequence of the departure of the

British residents from the settlement. In prospect of the protracted inter-

ruption of friendly intercourse, between the British and Chinese, Dr. Lock-

hart sailed on the 7tli instant for Batavia, to sojourn and practice temporarily

among the < hinese of that place. His return to China, and the resumption

of his practice here, may be expected as soon as present disturbances are

settled, and there is opened a fair prospect of a safe and unmolested residence.

On his return lie may expect to find, among the many who will give him a

hearty welcome, a new associate, William Beck Diver, m. o., from Phila-

delphia, who arraived m China on the 27th instant. For the present, and

probably for many months to come, Dr. Diver will give his whole attention to

the study of the Chinese language.






