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MISSION AND TO UNITY
A Series of Discussions for Student Groups

on the

Life and Task of the Church Around the World

SAMUEL H. MOFFETT

Note: The first four units are a series on

the mission of the Church, as follows:

1. What is the Church for?

2. How does it go about its mission?

3. Where is the mission field ?

4. Who are the missionaries?



UNIT I

What Is the Church For?
“The Church is not the Church unless it is

missionary...’’* But what is its mission?

E. Stanley Jones, noted missionary to India, writes, “There was a time

when we thought we were in the East to Westernize it, and I remember

an address by a prominent Christian editor altogether given up to re-

counting electric cars in Bombay, American plows in Africa, and dress

suits in Japan as a sign that it is daybreak everywhere ... I would not

turn over my hand to Westernize the East, but trust I would give my
life to Christianize it.”

A. J. Gordon once wrote, “Our task is not to bring all the world to

Christ, but it is unquestionably to bring Christ to all the world!”

A recent study for the International Missionary Council sums it up

thus : “The Christian mission has nothing else to do but to give, in word

and deed, a plain and persuasive witness to the power of Jesus Christ in

and over the world.”

*In some of the sub-titles in this study outline the author has used quotations

from the Bible or recent statements by outstanding ecumenical leaders.

THE AUTHOR
The Rev. Samuel H. Moffett, Ph. D., belongs to a church and missionary

family. He was born in Pyongyang, Korea, where his father, a Presbyterian

missionary, was president of the Union Christian College and founder of the

Union Theological Seminary. Dr. Moffett’s four brothers are serving the

Church in three countries, one a missionary in India, one in Korea, and two

are pastors in the United States. Dr. Moffett himself was a missionary in

China under the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in

the U.S.A. from 1947 to 1951, and is now under appointment for work in

Korea.

During his term of service in China he taught church history at Yenching

University in Peking, and later at Nanking Theological Seminary. In Nan-

king be carried administrative responsibilities in both mission and local

presbytery and was active in a city-wide youth program.

Dr. Moffett is a graduate of Wheaton College and of Princeton Theolo-

gical Seminary, and holds a Ph. D. degree from Yale. Before going to China

in 1947 he had served the Board of Foreign Missions as one of the secretaries

for youth work. He has visited centers of the Church’s work in Thailand,

India, Egypt, continental Europe and Great Britain.
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Open up a preliminary discussion of differing views of the function of

the Church, for example

:

1) A convenient community unit—“First Church’s scout troop, basket-

ball team, and Friday evening chowder club”

2) A tool for the social order—“The bulwark of democracy ... or

monarchy” “Our best defense vs. communism” “The opiate of the

people”

3) A humanitarian and philanthropic agency

4) Saver of souls, and citadel of the truth—“We preach nothing but

the gospel”

Keep this brief. Close by asking on what grounds the mission of the

Church should be determined, namely, its constitution and commission

by Christ.

What Is The Church For?

A. The Broad View: To Do God’s Will in the World. The Church

is God’s tool, not man’s. It exists to do His will and to accomplish

His purpose. Anything that serves to accomplish his purpose is the

mission of the Church. What is God’s purpose? Where do we find

it stated?

Daniel T. Niles: That They May Have Life, Chapter IV, first

section.

B. The Focused View: To Obey the Command of Christ. Jesus

molded His disciples into a fellowship which became the Christian

Church. He gave them their orders : a global mission.

1. It is a mission with a message, “the gospel”.

(Present your own summary of the good news that is the Christian

gospel. Or follow the outline of Dr. Mackay’s address to the 16th

Student Volunteer Quadrennial, in Christ’s Kingdom Is Man’s

Hope, Association Press, N. Y., pp. 18ff.)

a. The news about man is bad news: sin.

b. The news about God is good news: redemption in Christ.

2. It is a mission to make the message known.

“Go ye into all the world and preach . .
.”

“If you have heard the news you must proclaim it. If you have

met the Lord you must introduce h\m\”—Christian Missions

Whence and Whither? (This popular interpretation of the Amer-
ican studies on the missionary obligation of the Church may be

secured, mimeographed, from the Missionary Research Library,
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3041 Broadway, N. Y. 27, N. Y. for about .25) Niles: That They

May Have Life, Chapter I.

C. The Immediate View: To Follow the Leading of the Holy Spirit.

In the final analysis, no rigid, doctrinaire definition of the mission

of the Church will ever satisfy. The mission is dynamic, explosive.

The Church is continually corrected, sustained and guided in its

mission by the Spirit.

Additional Resources: Paul S. Minear: The Good News. A
Series of Bible Studies on the Christian Mission, Student

Volunteer Movement, 156 Fifth Ave., N. Y., .15

Charles W. Ranson: ThcU the World May Know, Friendship

Press, 257 Fourth Ave., N. Y.

UNIT II

How Does the Church Go About Its Mission?
The Christian mission is to all of life.

Nicolas Berdyaev wrote, in 1937, “The question of bread for myself is

a material question, but the question of bread for my neighbors, for

everybody, is a spiritual and a religious question.”

But beware of a truncated, non-theological gospel. “The Gospel in

Christian witness must again become something more than the para-

phrase of John 3:16 as: ‘God so loved the world that He once inspired

a certain Jew to inform his contemporaries that there is a great deal to

be said for loving one’s neighbor.’ ” (World Council of Churches,

Ecumenical Studies #2, Evangelism)

Unit I narrowed discussion of the mission down to the basic funda-

mentals of the faith. Unit II should show that once it is rooted in

the faith, the mission never stays narrow.

A. The Mission is a Witness to the Truth (John 18:37)

1. It tells the truth about history: God is at work.

2. It tells the truth about man : he needs redemption.

3. It tells the truth about Christ: the answer to man’s dilemma. “The

aim is to present Christ so intelligently to men that they will accept

him as their personal Saviour.”

B. The Mission is a Way of Salvation (Romans 1 :16)

1. It is a mission of salvation for the lost. Representatives from the

younger churches at Willingen repeatedly referred to missionaries

coming out with little or no evangelistic passion. “Missionaries,”
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they said, “should go out to preach the Gospel of Jesus and not be

administrators sitting at desks.” (See W.C.C. Ecumenical Studies)

C. The Mission is a Service of Love (Mark 10:45)

1. It is a mission of enlightenment for the ignorant. (Read Frank

Laubach’s chapter on literacy as evangelism in World Faith in

Action, Editor, Charles T. Leber, Bobbs-Merrill, N. Y,, 1951)

2. It is a mission of relief for the underprivileged. (See Europe’s

Homeless, pamphlet. World Council of Churches, Geneva; War

on Want: A Plan for World Development, pamphlet. Association

for World Peace, London is)

3. It is a mission of justice for the oppressed. (See W.C.C. pamphlets.

Ecumenical Studies #5, Intergroup Relations; #3, Social Ques-

tion: The Responsible Society in a World Perspective—ohlamahXe

from W.C.C. 156 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 10, N. Y.)

UNIT III

Where Is the Mission Field?

“Go ye into all the world.’^

“Gustav Warneck, formerly Professor of Missions at Halle, once ob-

served that Luther is no ‘Missionsmann’ in our sense of the term. To

which Werner Elert replied, ‘The poor man! Instead of founding a

missionary society or accompanying Cortez to Mexico ... he set about

the matter of reforming the Church!’ Which is all by way of saying, the

great commission may be ambiguous respecting what constitutes the

‘world’ but there is no doubt that it obliges one to ‘Go’.” — Carl

Michaelson.

A. “The Church is sent to every inhabited area of the world. No place

is too far or too near.” But millions have never heard of Jesus.

B. “The Church is sent to every social, political, and religious com-

munity of mankind ... It is sent to all who deny or rebel against the

reign of Christ.” But the Church retreats to the suburbs.

C. “The Church is sent to proclaim Christ’s reign in every moment and

every situation.” Why then is the Church silent six days a week?

Resource Material: Samuel H. Moffett: Where’er the Sun,

Friendship Press, N. Y., Chapters I, X.

Niles: That They May Have Life, Chapter II.
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UIVIT IV

Who Are the Missionaries ?

^^The Christian mission is everybody’s business...”

P. T. Forsyth, the English theologian, once wrote, “The first missionary

was God the Father, who sent forth His Son in the likeness of sinful

flesh. That is the seal and final ground of missions . . . The second mis-

sionary was the Son . . . who exiled and emptied himself in this foreign

land of earth . . . The third missionary is the Holy Ghost whom the

Saviour sends forth into all the earth . . . The fourth missionary is the

Church . . . All four missionaries are involved in the one divine redemp-

tion to which we owe ourselves utterly .

.

A. The missionary is a foreigner.

1. As the necessary first step. “A Jew brought the gospel to Rome; a

Roman took it to France; a Frenchman took it to Scandinavia; a

Scandinavian took it to Scotland; a Scotsman evangelized Ireland,

etc.”

2. As a continuing witness to the universal nature of the Church.

B. The missionary is a native. No country will ever be adequately evan-

gelized save by its own people. “Five hundred Chinese evangelists

would be a far greater power in China than five thousand foreign-

ers,” reported a Shanghai missions conference.

C. The missionary is you. “There is no participation in Christ without

participation in His mission to the world.” (International Missionary

Council, Willingen, 1952. “The Missionary Calling of the Church.”)

Resource Material: Archie R. Crouch, Editor: Christ’s King-

dom is Maris Hope, Part I; The Missionary Vocation, mimeo-

graphed, Missionary Research Library, 3041 Broadway, New
York 27, N. Y., .25

Niles: That They May Have Life, Chapter III.

Note: The next three units are a series on the unity of the

Church, as follows:

5. The Call to Unity

6. The Basis of Unity

7. The Realization of Unity
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UIVIT V

The Call To Unity

^‘That they all may be one . . . that the world may believe’’

Georgia Harkness quotes a skeptic as saying, “I believe in the Church

Universal, and I regret that it does not exist.”

Begin with a discussion of church disunity as members of the

group have seen it. What are the reasons for disunion? Is it

wrong?

The Willingen statement on “Mission and Unity” declares, “Division

in the Church distorts its witness, frustrates its mission, and contradicts

its own nature.”

A. Unity is the will of Christ. He prayed, “That they all may be one . .

.”

Read John 17. Read Galatians as a plea for spiritual unity. Read

I Corinthians 1-4 as a plea for organizational unity.

B. Unity is demanded for the accomplishment of the mission. “In India

the work of Christian missions is in the hands of forty-two British

societies, seventeen Continental societies and fifty-four North Amer-

ican societies (as of 1945). In Korea there are some twenty different

denominations operating on the Christian front; in Indonesia twenty-

five; in the Philippines twenty-one. ... In Africa the picture is one

of sectarian confusion. . . .” (W. W. Van Kirk, in A Christian Global

Strategy)

“While unity may be necessary in the lands of the older churches,

it is imperative to those of the younger churches.” (International

Missionary Council, Willingen, Report of the Younger Churches)

Resource Material: J. E. Lesslie Newbigin: The Reunion of the

Church, Harper and Bros., 1948, Chapter I.

Henry P. Van Dusen: World Christianity, Chapter VI, Friendship

Press, 1947.

UIVIT VI

The Basis of Unity
“That they also may he one in us...”

Lesslie Newbigin, a bishop of the Church of South India, a union of

Anglican, Congregational Christian, Presbyterian, and Methodist

Churches, which has been called one of the most significant events in

church history since the Reformation, writes, “It may be unfortunate

to have two rival temperance societies in the same town, but it is not
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scandalous. If the members are reasonable people they will avoid occa-

sions of friction and may, in fact, find that friendly rivalry has an in-

vigorating effect on their work. But a temperance society whose members

are habitually drunk is generally regarded as scandalous. The existence

of a plurality of ‘Churches’ is scandalous in the same sense, for the

Church’s unity in Christ is of its very essence. .

.

Using Newbigin’s The Reunion of the Church, Chapters II to IV,

as a basis, a debate might be worked up between Roman (organi-

zational) and popular Protestant (spiritual) views of church

unity. Newbigin’s synthesis is helpful.

A. The unity of the Church is of its essence,

B. That unity is a spiritual unity. “It consists in our sharing in a life

of mutual love and trust which is made possible by our rebirth in

Him.”

C. It is also a corporal unity. “Perhaps the Church has never taken

the Biblical doctrine of creation with sufficient seriousness to enable

it to resist the pagan idea of ‘the spiritual’ as that which is to be

set over against ‘the material.’”

Niles: That They May Have Life, Chapter III, section II

UNIT VII

The Realization of Unity
. . the great new fact of our time .

.

Bishop Berggrav of Norway, recalling his imprisonment by the Nazis

during the war, says, “Strangely enough it was precisely in our isola-

tion, when all legal communication with the outside world was strictly

forbidden, that we in Norway really learned for the first time the mean-

ing of ‘ecumenical,’ which is the living inner fellowship of Christians

in the w’orld.”

Make this unit a study of how the Church has given concrete

expression of the discovery of its living inner fellowship.

A. What steps has the Church already taken toward unity?

1. A general survey: (use Robert Bilheimer: The Quest for Christian

Unity, Associated Press)

2. A bold pattern: South India. (See Newbigin, above. Chapters

VII-X) Also Newbigin, That All May Be One, Associated Press

B. What are the next steps? (use Bilheimer, above. Chapter V)

Note : The next six units comprise a rapid survey of the world mis-
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sion of the church, area by area. Study may be based on such running

commentaries as World Faith in Action or Where’er the Sun. If

further study time is available, more complete material may be

secured on each area from the Friendship Press.

UNIT VIII

Mission In America

^^Unchristian living in ^Christian* nations is the
great weakness of Christianity’s world outreach...”

A. How Christian is America? A brilliant young Ceylonese theologian,

D. T. Niles, says of American Christianity that it is a “patchwork

garment . . . perilously near to tearing.” Why?

B. What is the Church’s Mission in America?

1. Continuing frontiers: the Indians; the mountoi/is— (“there is a

section of this county, (Knox County, Kentucky) known as Upper

Stinking Creek where (only) one thing is unanimous—poverty”)

;

the foreign born—{oi 400,000 Portuguese in the U.S. only 100,000

have any relationship with the church) ;
the migrants; the Negro—

(the most serious single sin of America in the eyes of most of the

world is our treatment of the Negro).

2. Unsuspected or unreached frontiers: the sc^ooZ— (educationally

we are reproducing ourselves as pagans)
;
the city; the factory;

the Church.

Resource Material: Herman N. Morse: Again Pioneers

Moffett: Where’er the Sun, Chapter IX

Truman Douglas: Mission to America

Jean M. Fraser: A Ship Sets Sail

UNIT IX

Mission In Europe
**Europe is once again a mission field...”

“The most urgent problems in Europe are those of a spiritual

kind . ,

.”
declares famed Swiss theologian Emil Brunner. “When people

cease to believe in anything or to hope for anything and become un-

willing to sacrifice themselves for anything, it is impossible to find solu-

tions for urgent social and political problems. . . . The problem of Europe

is a spiritual paralysis.”
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Discussion may be focused on a single country, e.g., France,

using the W.C.C. bulletin. Ecumenical Studies series. Evangelism

in France; or as a broader approach the mission in Europe may
be spotlighted by three words:

A. Resistance. Review the heroic wartime struggle of the Church against

the Nazis. What are the new enemies?

B. Reconstruction. Note the Church’s role in relief. Reconstruction must

be both physical and spiritual.

C. Reunion. Review the story of the World Council of Churches.

Resources: Stewart W. Herman: Report from Christian Europe

The Student World, 4th Quarter, 1952

World Faith in Action, Chapter III

Where’er the Sun, Chapter VII

UNIT X

Mission In Latin America
^*The heart of Latin America ... the greatest

unreached mission field in the world.'*’

“How MANY CHILDREN HAVE YOU?” a visitor asked a poverty-stricken

mother in Brazil.

“Eight,” she replied. Three are dying on earth, and five are living in

heaven.”

“We pray to the Virgin,” say the Indians of Chichicastenango, Guate-

mala, “and if she does not answer, we go to the witch doctor.”

Do we have a mission in Latin America? Isn’t it already Catholic?

A. We have a mission of compassion. Latin America is sick, hungry,

and illiterate.

B. We have a mission of liberation. (See Presbyterian Life, May 24,

1952, on the Protestant struggle for religious liberty in Latin Amer-

ica.)

C. We have a mission to the unreached: tribes of the Andes, the Amazon.

D. Our mission proclaims the Living Christ. (See Dr. John A. Mackay’s

comparison of Latin American Catholicism and Protestantism in

The Other Spanish Christ)

Resources: World Faith in Action, Chapter X
Where’er the Sun, Chapter VIII

The Student World, 1st Quarter, 1953
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UNIT XI

Mission In Africa

^*The face of God is white and is turned against us .

.

Let dicussion center about the explosive problems that beset the

dark continent, and the Christian response.

A. Education. The problem: only one in a hundred is in a school of any

kind. The mission: about eighty per cent of all African education is

still in church hands.

B. Agriculture. Problem: African agriculture is “full of superstitions,

charms, hatreds and ignorance.” Mission: “You cannot have real

Christianity in Africa without Christian agriculture.”

C. Industry. Problem: African industry has turned men into beasts.

Mission : Said a woman who had found Christ, “Lord, I am no longer

a thing, but am a real person.”

D. Race. Read your newspapers on South Africa, Kenya. Christianity,

Race, and South African People, World Council of Churches, Report,

W. A. Visser ’t Hooft.

E. Evangelism. Problem and mission: While Catholics and Protestants

hoast of having converted one-fifth of all Africa’s Negroes, Moslems

have quietly won a full third of them to Islam.

Resources: Margaret Shannon: What Can the Christian Do
About Africa?

Where’er the Sun, Chapter VI
World Faith in Action, Chapter V

UNIT XII

Mission In Asia
“Almost one-hcdf of all the people in the world live in Asia...’*

Think of the Church’s mission in Asia in terms of the following

stark statements (by William D. Patterson in the Saturday Re-

view of Literature, August 4, 1951)

:

Most of the people in Asia will go to bed hungry tonight.

Most of the people in Asia cannot read or write.

Most of the people in Asia live in grinding poverty.

Most of the people in Asia have never seen a doctor.

Most of the people in Asia have never heard of democracy, or know civil

liberties.
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Most of the people in Asia believe that anything would be better than

what they have, and they are determined to get it.

Most of the people in Asia distrust people with white skins. <

(To which the Christian missionary would add:)

Most of the people in Asia have never kno\vn salvation in Jesus Christ.

Resources: Moffett: Where'er the Sun, Chapters II-V

World Faith in Action, Chapters VI-IX

UNIT XIII

Mission To Islam
The mission to Islam is the hardest
Christian mission in the world.

Begin with a survey of the geographical spread of Islam’s 350,000,(KX)

adherents from China to Europe (Albania) and Africa—see Peace May
Be in Moslem Hands, R. Landan, New York Times Magazine, April

6, 1952

A. What makes Islam so successfully missionary?

“In Islam every man is a Mohammedan, but in Christendom, where

is the Christian”—Emerson

B. What is the Christian approach to Islam?

“No Moslem ever sings, ‘Mohammed, lover of my soul’”—Freehof

Resources: J. Christy Wilson: The Christian Message to Islam, Revell

World Faith in Action, Chapter IV

UNIT XIV
Review and Conclusion

Base a concluding session on a careful discussion oi^i[es,ThatTheyMay N
|

Have Life, using the Study Guide by Paul Converse, obtainable from
|

the Student Volunteer Movement, 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. I i

Missions is no longer a one-way street. It is good for self-satisfied
j

>

American Christians to listen to what a young Christian from Ceylon

has to say to them about their Christian mission.

Others in series of Christian World Affairs

Discussion Guides:

Christians Confront Communism, by Hal Leiper. Ten Cents.

What Can the Christian Do About Africa, by Margaret Shannon. Ten Cents.

OFFICE OF STUDENT WORK
The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S.A.

Foreign Missions and Overseas Interchurch Service

156 Fifth Avenue. New York 10, N. Y.

Price lOi 620-5M-I953


