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i PREFACE.

offend or hurt the feelings of any. They
are fully aware that no one more deeply
laments than I do, the painful excitement
with which every subject connected with
‘the West Indies is usually discussed, and
that I regard as a real friend to the pro-
_ prietors, neither him who holds forth their
faults to high commendation, nor him who
passes a sweeping and indiscriminate
censure on every part of their system;
and on every individual of their body.

Barbados, Nov. 3, 1832.
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36 LECTURE 1.

Jesus,' and neither country nor descent,
neither condition nor complexion, will ex-
clude any whom God %kas translated into
the kingdom of his dear Son,? from the in-
heritance of the saints in light; for the civil
and political distinctions of society are
unknown to the church; there is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
Jree, there is neither male nor female :
but we are all one in Christ Jesus.®

' Gal. iv. 7. 2 Col. i. 13. 3 Gal. iii. 28.


































































58 ' LECTURE II.

should be free from reproach or exception.
Subordinate instructors might easily be
found among the slaves themselves, and
they would require but little training to
attain the necessary qualifications for as-.
sisting in, or even conducting, a school on
the plantation.®

I consider the Sunday parochial school
as an useful auxiliary to this plan of daily
instruction for the young. The children
whose age qualifies them for. active em-
ployment in the field, and who therefore

the capacity of instructor to your negroes, should
never appear in the light of a minister of oppression.
It should be no part of his duty to urge them to their
labour, or to superintend them in any of the processeﬁ
of the plantation. He ought to show himself to them
only under the character of 4 mediator and benefactor
and moral guide.”—Practical Rules for the Manage-
ment, &c., of Negro Slavery, by Dr. Collins, of St.
Vincent. -
ot Schools of the description here recommended
have recently been opened on some of the plantations
in Barbados. I hope soon to see the namber greatly
increase. '






























(-3 LECTCRE 1L

do, o obtain etermal life. If any have
been lost, the fault s not ours; for we
were willing that they should be saved.’

My prayer is, that every proprietor or
agent in the management of slave pro-
perty may be able thus faithfully to ac-
count for the trust reposed in him. May
the word of God, through their instru-
mentality, Aave free course where before
it was impeded, and be glorified in this,
and in every neighbouring colony.



LECTURE IIL

THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD’S DAY 1IN
THE WEST IXDIES.

(Preached at the Cathedral, Barbados, Feb.
12,1832.)

Magk xi. 27.
The Sabbath was made for man.

Tuis declaration of the divine author
and finisher of our faith, implies that the
observance of the sabbath, that is, of a
day of rest from worldly employment,
and of devotion to the service of the
Almighty, is of universal and immutable
obligation. The sabbath was not made,
or set apart as peculiarly holy, for the
Jews alone, but for mAN of every kindred
and tongue and nation. W hen solemnly






LECTURE III.

THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD’S DAY 1IN
THE WEST INDIES.

(Preached at the Cathedral, Barbados, Feb.
12,1832.)

Magrk xi. 27.
The Sabbath was made for man.

Tuis declaration of the divine author
and finisher of our faith, implies that the
observance of the sabbath, that is, of a
day of rest from worldly employment,
and of devotion to the service of the
Almighty, is of universal and immutable
obligation. The sabbath was not made,
or set apart as peculiarly holy, for the
Jews alone, but for MAN of every kindred
and tongue and nation. W hen solemnly











































































96 LECTURE III.

oflended Deity; and then will. even the
meek and merciful Jesus declare to all
those who have obeyed not the truth but
have obeyed unrighteousness, I never
knew you, Depart from me ye that work
iniquity.? ' :

) * Matt, vii. 23.






















































| § 8 ARCIURE IY.

daficrence as far a5 the laws of the land,
thrm. Thear habits in every thing bear-
mz on the meral decencies of life are as
and without responsibality.

< Marriage” (we learn from a high
legal authority”) €is a comtract of na-

taral law; in civil society it becomes a
civil contract, regulated and prescribed
by law, and endowed with civil conse-
quences.” 1 believe I may say that, with
very few exceptions, and these often of a
restrictive * character, marriage is not
regulated and prescribed by law in the
case of the slave inhabitants of our West
India colonies; nor am I aware that it is
in any instance endowed with civil con-

~7 Lord Stowell. Consistory Reports. Dalrymple
v. Dalrymple.

* By the law in Barbados, slave marriages are re-
stricted to persons ‘ being the property of the same
owner,” In Antigua those who are of free condition
are not wllowed to intermarry with slaves.
























122 LECTURE IV.

God will judge those, who left to their
own free will, and without any of the
restraints arising from servitude to an
earthly master, persevere in a conduct
opposed to his known commands.

Far be it from me to alarm any one
needlessly with the judgments of the Al-
mighty, or to interpret the language of
Scripture in a sense more terrifying than
the words literally express; but I read
in the book of inspiration, and you also,
my brethren, may read, that wkoremongers
shall have their part in the lake that
burneth with fire and brimstone.®

¢ Rev. xxi. 8.






121 LECTURE V.

and be might subjoin the additional, and
more cogent reason, arising from the best
interests of the master being involved in
the merciful treatment of the slave, and
from the great body of civilized society
being joint sufferers with the sufferings of
even its weakest members. The Chris-
tian teacher will adduce the same, or
similar arguments in support of the pre-
scribed rule of conduct for the ‘master,
but he will make them all subordinate to
the command of God. From his sove-
reign will there can be no appeal to infe-
rior and merely worldly motives.

It is thus the apostle Paul, when
calling on Christian masters to be just to
their servants, urges not merely the secu-
lar evils resulting from the neglect of this
duty, for he that doeth wrong skall re-
ceive for the wrong which ke has done,*
but he bids them remember - that 'they
also have a master in heaven. As-they
judge, so shall they be judged;® as

' Col.iii. 256. . . .3 Matt. vii. 1.



LECTURE 7. =

they give, 5 siad T 3 v mm
them. *

I have hately dxexmea. vmur steation o
certain practices mogaly g F=igrossy
wrong, which kave een ulow=t m e
vail in this and = ather Srusn =omes
in the West Indies. Wih he 3or-
tures for my gwsie. md muhuee-—r
by measures of suppesed Jalitica Tgnr
and expedieacy, I hawe zuear et 1
arge the discostismunes o =3207 1mge
which is oppesed tr the mowa wil W
God. Whether the afeacr 3 s
breaking, or impere aud Driuliea in-
cubinage, or withheldme he 1ozur 1 in-
from the people, and enmimng hen
spiritaal darkness and Se sizanw
death, I bave attemptest o suaw har
such practices are a dirsrt 3.acan o
God's commands, aad that aer naur -
accompanied with his disgicasar-.

Resting still om the auacrces f e
Scriptures, I propose in the greasat exrave

* Lake vi. 3%















130 LECTURE V.,

Think not that I am fancifully press-
ing a duty which is of trifling import-
ance, and which may be observed or
neglected at the will of the minister, or at
the caprice of those through whose per-
mission his ministerial exertions are ren:
dered available. Tke poor, we are told,
have the gospel preached to them,” and
those who are most poor in their wotldly
means, and most degraded in their condi-
tion, are peculiarly the objects of his pas-
toral care : and when under the control
of a superior, to that superior they are
entitled to look for the means of religious
instraction, as one of those things which
are just and equal, and theréfore,” ac-
cording to the aposfolic precept, due
from the master to his servants.®

7 Matt. xi. 5. -

s « Should the objection (to the ‘clergyman’s - visit
to the plantations) be grounded on' soitié -indefined
apprehension of improper communication between
the minister and his people inimical to the interests

of the master, all that can be said under such a sup-
position is, if the responsible minister of the parish
















































146 LECTURE V.

the religion of Christ is evidently calcu-
lated to improve the condition of the
slave, and I must add, to improve also
the condition of the master. These,
moreover, are instances in which the
spiritual no less than the temporal in-
terests of both master and slave are.
essentially advanced and secured.

The ohjection may still be made that it.
becomes not the minister of the gospel to.
interfere with the rights of private pro-:
perty—that he is not likely to form a
correct judgment of matters purely se-
cular, and that in attempting to judge at.
all he leaves his prescribed line - of
duty, and assumes an authority which.
in no way belongs to him. In all or-.
dinary cases this would be true, but it
applies not to the subject under our
present consideration, for the property
here is MAN. I could meet, however, the
arguments of even the most mercenary of:
our proprietors—of those among us whose .
thoughts are ever busied in the sordid












150 LECTURE V.

duty, or that I should sanction the evasion
of any of the commands of the Almighty,
on the ground that injury may result to
our existing interests by a strict ob-
servance of them. But when it can be
proved that a scrupulous adherence to
the precepts of Christ’s holy religion is
attended with great and undoubted be-
nefit, even in this world, it is in accord-
- ance with the teaching of the Scriptures,
to recommend it as profitable, and as
having the promise of the life that now
¢S, as well as of that which is to come.'

' 1 Timothyiv. 8.
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LECTURE VL

SOULS NOT SALEABLE.
Magk viii. 37.

What skall @ man give in exchange for
his soul ?

Tais question implies even more forcibly
than could be done by a positive affir-
mation, the inestimable value of the soul
to itspossessor, and satisfies us imme-
diately that no accumulation of wealth,
nor any other external advantage, can be
placed in the balance against it. Sup-
ported by the supreme authority of the
Son of God, this truth commands the ac-
quiescence of every believer, and even the
proud infidel who rejects the gospel and



162 LECTURE VI.

trusts to his own reasonings will not re-
fuse his assent to an inference so easily
deducible from the facts that are before
him.

The soul is allowed by all to be immor-
tal. Ages after ages may pass away, and
the imagination may be lost in the multi-
plied millions of years, during which its
existence will be continued, and still it
will be as far removed from annihilation
as at the instant of its creation. The
good things of this life, as they are
called, are all transitory. Under the
most favourable circumstances they pos-
sess no stability or permanence. Even
life itself——justly considered to be the
highest earthly good, since indispensable
to the enjoyment of any—is held by a
precarious tenure, and there is no one
among the sous of men who may not un-
expectedly  receive the summons, ¢his
niyht thy soul shall be required of thee.

The soul is created for eternity—and it
ix an eternity of happiness or of misery ;
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and traffic, and can be surrendered to
‘another for any supposable price ? The
suggestions of reason, no less than the
language of inspiration, forbid us thus to
degrade that part of our nature which is
a pledge to us of immortality—thus to
vilify the souls of our fellow-creatures,
which no less than our own have been
bought with the precious blood of Christ,
and which therefore are not now so
much our own as his. [ speak not with
any design to impugn, or circumscribe
human laws. That these laws tolerate,
and even encourage, the bodily subjec-
tion of man to man, I readily admit; nor
does it fall within my province, to ques-
tion their expediency. 1 would merely
maintain that the enactments which have
‘been framed by human authority, with a
view to secure the proprietory right of a
master to the services of his slave, could .
never have contemplated the surrender of
the soul of man into the hands of his fel-
low man. They may have given absolute












160 LECTURE VI.

must be a thraldom of the soul. They
are clearly under a spiritual bondage,
either self-imposed, or the result of their
external circumstances.

Are we to imagine then that they are
more desperately wicked than other men,
and that they obstinately close their eyes
to the truth? Are we to imagine that
with the usual opportunities of gaining
Christian knowledge in a Christian coun-
try, they wilfully and perversely prefer
ignorance ? Or must we allow, that the
master has indirectly debarred them from
the means of becoming wise unfo salva-
tion,® and has regarded their servile con-
dition as incompatible with the ULberty
wherewith Christ hath made us free?®
That such were the opinions, as well as
the practice, of the early proprietors in
these islands, I have already proved:
and I should rejoice to have the assur-
ance that these opinions had entirely
ceased to exert any influence. I wish

¢ 2 Tim. iii. 15. ® Gal. v. 1.
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frequent not the table of the Lord; no
-do they even join in any of the services
of public worship. Deriving, as it would
seem, no benefit from the appointed
means of grace, and sitting in complete
spiritual darkness, how car they repent?
‘I willingly admit that many are the
exceptions to the statement here given,
and the master whose practice is opposed
to the evils which I have noticed, will feel
that my remarks are entirely inapplica-
ble to him.

2. The slave must BeLieve. Believe
on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be
saved, * is a command which enforces on
all men the pre-eminent duty of faith.
- Yet faith is not of spontaneous growth
in the heart. In all ordinary cases it is
the result of previous instruction, which,
through the gracious aid and influence
of the Holy Spirit, is blessed to the per-
son receiving it. Whosoever, says the
apostle, skall call upon the name of the

* Acts xvi. 31
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isting system of constraint, can avail but
little, It is almost a mockery in us to
say, we object not to our slaves being
taught the faith of a Christian, when we
add, but we cannot spare them time for
the purpose. We object not to the cler-
gyman, or his subordinate teacher, visit-
ing them ; but it must not be at unsea-
sonable ‘hours; and at hours which are
seasonable, he must be prepared to find
them engaged in the daily work of the
plantation. We object not to their em-
ploying well the sabbath; but we can
incur no expense in building or enlarging
churches for them; nor will we use our
authority or influence to prevent them
from desecrating the Lord’s day by their
marketings or their dances, 1t is clear
that where the slaves are unable of them-
selves to contribute either time or money
towards their spiritual improvement, the
mere negative permission of the master,
unsupported by more substantial and ef.
fective encouragement, is nugatory: nor
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dependents. And is not such a prohibi-
tion a direct attempt to enslave the soul?
Is it not followed, where so many other-
impediments to instruction prevail, by
heathenish unbelief in the slave? For
how can he believe in him of whom he
bhas not heard or read? How can the gos- -
pel be the glad tidings of salvation to .
those from whom it is thus practically
withheld ? I repeat that it is mockery to
say to any of our fellow creatures, Open
ye the door, and enter therein, while we.
pertinaciously keep from them the key by
which alone the door can be opened.

The slave must osey. He is required
equally with those who are of free condi-.
tion to bring into captivity every thought
to the obedience of Christ* He must
add to this faith, virtue, knowledge, tem-
perance, patience, godliness, brotherly.
love and charity.® W e may fear that the
present condition of our dependents in
the West Indies is not very favourable to

~ *2Cor. x. 5. * Peter i. 5. 6. 7.
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But is it true the slave is always a freé
agent in the services required from the
creature to the Creator? Is there no con-
straint on the soul arising out of the mis-
taken views of the extent to which the re-
cognized bondage of the body gives autho-
rity to the proprietor over his servants?’
When services are required which in-
volve an unavoidable violation of the
sabbath-—whether it be directly for the
benefit of the master,’ or for the more’
immediate and necessary support of the
slave—or when encouragement is given’
to the sale and barter of goods, or to the"
public dance on the Lord’s day, on the
plea that no other time can be spared
for these purposes, it may with truth
be affirmed, that the souls of the slaves
are endangered through the unwilling-
ness of the proprietor to relax his hold
upon rights which trench on their spiri-
tual welfare. And again, when the or-

" The law of this island expressly authorizes the
master to employ his slaves in “the casking of su-
gar, until ten of the clock on Sunday morning.”



LECTURHE WL | g
dinance of masriage = discountemmured.
because the owner of slaves is srani s
his worldly interests may suifer by &= reavg-
nition ; and all the evils of an wnaniow-
ed concubinage are saactioned, becasse it
is deemed to be a state move m confoemity
with absolate servitude than the solema
and indissoluble bond which unites those
who are of free condition; 1 cannot but
admit that the slave is directly precluded
from obeying the commands of the Al-
mighty, and that the master is exercising
an undae, and I maust add, if I am to re-
gulate my expressions by the laws of
God, rather than by the opinions of man,
an unauthorized, a sinful, control over the
souls of his dependents. These and si-
milar hindrances incidental to the condi-
tion of slavery in these colonies, and in-
volving almost of necessity the breach
of the divine commandments, assuredly
ought not to exist in a Christian land,
and among Christian masters.

Under the three several heads which 1
1
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have noticed as forming the ground-
work of the Christian ¢haracter, I have
perbaps said enough'to show that the
proprietor who considers himself to he
the purchaser of the souls of his slaves,
will exercise his authority with a far less
regard to their spiritual welfare, than if
he limited his purchased rights to their
manual and bodily labour alone. He
will grudge the time necessary for the
acquirement of a knowledge of their reli-
gious duties—or he will barbour undue
suspicions of the application of this know-
ledge—or he will regard even the very
precepts of our religion as calculated to
interfere with his secular interests, and to
diminish the productive labour of his peo-
ple. There will be always present to
him, the apprehension of some loss which
will appear to be inadequately repaid by
the increased integrity and superior mo-
ral worth of the dependent.

Is he called on by the authorized minis-
ter of God’s word to allow the young-and
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and practice. I have heard him indig-
nantly rebat the msinaation that evil may
arise from the privilege of reading being
extended to the slaves, by pointing to
those passages in holy writ which enforce
contentment on all men, and which direct
the servant to regard obedience to his
earthly master as his peculiar and especial
duty. He has solicited the frequent and
ewoocutrolled communication of the mi-
mster with his bondsmen, and has en-
cograged them to regard him as a friend
with whom they may deposit their
enrthly cares and sorrows, and to whom
fox way look for the comsolation which
weaws from the prospect of a blessed
oternity. Whom (he has been heard to
say) can I trust, if the preacher of God's
word is to be suspected? Great indeed
must be the errors in the management of
my slaves, if I dread to submit them to
his inspevtion.

Lupvsaxt with these opinions, and



LECTURE VI. I™s

influenced by Christian motives, he has
laboured to have breught heme to the
understandings and the hearts of his
dependents the vital truths of the cor-
ruption of hemas nature, amd of the need
which the gospel discleses of a deliver-
ance both from the guilt and power of
sin, accomplished throagh the Saviour's
voluntary sacrifice of himself. He nas
gloried in being instramental m leading
them to this saviag knewledge of thew
Redeemeér, and in teaching them to pray
for those blessed influences of the Hoiy
Spirit, which God in his mercy yoach
safes to them, as well as to their »iure
and free brethren, since all requirs them
to be rendered meet for the mberitanes
of the saints in light.

‘And has be sufiered in bis temgroat
interesis by thas leaving to his bowismen
the care and control of their souls, or 1y
inciting them to a dee preparativw L
eternity ? 1 speak not vagnely andd twos-
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with grief,’ to Him who judgeth righte-
ously,' and who is mo respecter of
persons.® '

® Heb. xiii. 17. . ' 1 Pet. ii. 23.
? Acts x. 34.
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APPENDIX.

A.—Page 6.

¢ THERFE was a time which it may be fit some-
times to revive in the remembrance of our
oouﬁtrymen, when even human sacrifices are
said to have been offered in this island. But I
would particularly observe on this day, for it is
a case precisely in point, that the very practice
of the slave-trade once prevailed among us.
Slaves were formerly an established article of
our ekporfs. Great numbers were exported
like cattle from the British coasts, and were to
be seen exposed for sale in the Roman market.
e Why might not some Roman
senator, reasoning on the principle of some
honourable gentlemen, and pointing to British
barbarians, have predicted with equal boldness,
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There is a people that will never rise to civili-
zation : there is a people destined never to be
free—a people without the understanding ne-
cessary for the attainment of useful arts—de-
pressed by the hand of nature below the level
of the human species, and created to form a
supply of slaves to the rest of the world ?”’—
Pitt’s Speeches.

¢ The exportation of slaves from some parts
of England continued to the very end of this
period. ¢ Some young men,’ says William of
Malmsbury, ¢ were exported from Northumber-
land, to be sold, according to a custom which
seems to be natural to the people of that country,
of selling their nearest relations for their advan-
tage: a custom which we see them practise even
in our own days.’ The people of Bristol seem
to have been no less addicted to this ignominious
branch of trade; of which we have the following
curious account in the life of Wulfstan, who
was bishop of Worcester at the Norman con+
quest. ¢ There is a sea-port town called Bristoi,
opposite to Ireland, into which its inhabitants
make frequent voyages on account of trade.
Woulfstan cured the people of this town of a
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most odious and inveterate custom, which they
derived from their amcestors, of buying men
and women in all parts of Eagland, and export-
ing them to Ireland for the sake of gain . .. ..
Wulfstan, knowing the obstinacy of these
people, sometimes stayed two months amongst
them, preaching every Lord’s day; by which,
in process of time, he made so great an im-
pression on their minds, that they abandoned
that wicked trade, and set an example to all the
rest of England.’”—Henry's Great Britain,
b. ii. chap. 6. W. Malms. l.i. c. 3. Anglia
Sacra, t.ii. p. 258.

As late as the twelfth century, the English
were accustomed to sell their own children as
slaves to the Irish, and this iniquitous traffic
was suffered to continue until the clergy in Ire-
land, in a general synod, held at Armagh, de-
nounced it as an enormous crime, and as one
of the especial causes of the just vengeance of
Heaven against their nation. The words of
Giraldus strikingly exhibit to us the atrocity
of the practice. ¢ His itaque completis con-
vocato apud Ardmachiam totius Hibernie clero,
et super advenarum in insulam adventu tractato



distins et deliberato; tandem communis om-
mimrs in hoc semtentia resedit ; propter peccata
sctaoet populi sui, eoque praecipue quod Anglos
coias tsm 2 mercatoribus, quam a preedonibus
aMgu: pyTatis emere passim, et in servitutem
redigere comsueverant, divine censura vindictse
hoc s imcommodurm accidisse, ut et ipsi quoque
ab eadcma gente in servitutem vice reciproca jam
redigamtur. Anglorum namque populus, adhuc
Dategro corum reguo, et priusquam inopiam
allam aut inediam sustinerent, filios proprios et
coguatos in Hiberniam vendere consueverant.
Umnlde et probabiliter credi potest, sicut vendi-
tores olim, ita et emptores tam enormi delicto
juga servitutis jam meruisse. Decretum est
itaque pradicto concilio, et cum universitatis
consensu publice statutum, ut Angli ubique
per insulam, servitutis vinculo mancipati in
pristinam revocentur libertatem.—Hibern. Ex-
pug- Li. c. 18.

B.—Page 13.

The following address, which Morgan God-
wyn states to be taken from a pamphlet which
was put into his hands by a Friend, or Quaker,
of the island, and which he calls an invective
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this the way to set forward the salvation of all
men; and to make the ways of God and of the
gospel known unto all nations, and to all con-
ditions of men therein, not omitting slaves, nor
any other? Is this to prepare the way of Jesus
Christ against his second coming to judge the
world, by turning the hearts of the disobedient
to the wisdom of the just, and to approve your-
selves faithful and true pastors, earnestly feeding
the flock of Christ, and preaching his word
unto them, as in your collects you pretend to
pray? Is this to follow the saints in all godly
and virtuous living, who, as you read, (Mark
xvi. and the last verse,) went forth preaching
every where, and ventured their lives into all
the world to preach the gospel to the heathen,
when you neglect it in your parishes and fa-
milies ? Is this to take upon you the office of a
minister, to serve God for the promoting of his
glory, and the edifying of his people committed
to your care and charge? Is this to be ready
with all faithful diligence to use both public and
private monitions and exhortations, as well to
the sick as to the whole within your cures? Is
this to be diligent to frame and fashion your
own lives and your families according to the
doctrine of Christ, and to make both yourselves
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burial, that so their pretence for brutifying
them might find no contradiction,) for 1 cannot
easily forget the supercilious checks and frowns
(to say no worse) which I have upon this occasion
alone met with; and for such innocent arguments
and persuasions, I have, in the opinion of some
chill professors, (otherwise called Atheists,) per-
baps less prudently, (I am sure to the ruine of
my small interest,) been sometimes bold to urge
to our people, in order to their conviction, as
to the necessity of this duty. Particularly once,
soon after my arrival into this new world, for
minding a negro of his baptismal vow, formerly
made in England, not doubting it to be grateful
to his master, whom I took for a discreet person,
which indeed he was, so far as getting of money
would amount to. By others it hath been de-
manded of me, what I had to do with their
servants, when once affirming them to be a part
of a minister’s care and charge. Another time
it was told me, with no small passion and vehe-
mency, and that by a religious person, (for so
in all things else she appeared,) that I might as
well baptize a puppy as a certain young negro,
the mother whereof was a Christian, and for
ought I know, (notwithstanding her complexion,)
as dear to God as herself. Nor was this gentle-
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not teaching them like men.”—Abp. Secker’s
Sermon before the Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel, 1740.*

D.— Page 22.

I am borne out in these. remarks by the ob-
servations of a sensible and experienced planter
in the West Indies.

¢ Indeed, the probability of the good effects
of religion hath not altogether escaped the
minds of our own planters, for there have not
been wanting some virtuous' men among us,
who at various periods have made attempts to
impress their slaves with the ideas of Chris-
tianity : but those efforts were neither very ge-
neral, nor long persisted in; being commenced
without experience, perhaps with a zeal too lan-
guid for the end proposed, being accompanied
with the ridicule of others of the society, who
neither hoped nor wished their negroes to be
better Christians than themselves, and not fol-
lowed with the immediate effect which impa-

» See Burn’s Eccles. Law. Baptism of negroes in the
plantations.
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hurled with inconceivable violence in every di-
rection.*

G.—Page 60.

A society of ladies in England, of which her
grace the Duchess of Beaufort is patroness, are
engaged in the praiseworthy attempt to pro-
mote the early education and improvement of
the negro children in the British West Indies.
Their object is one of piety and pure benevo-
lence, and it is pleasing to learn from their re-
ports that success has in many instances attend-
ed their exertions.

%I am a zealous friend, upon conviction, to
infant schools for the children of the poor. No
person who has not himself watched them, can
form an adequate notion of what these institu-
tions, when judiciously conducted, may effect in

* The liberality shown by the sister colonies in afford-
ing the most prompt assistance, by supplies of food, and by
large pecuniary contributions, ¢ ¢o their power, yea, and
beyond their power,” can never be too highly appreciated :
many a life was saved, and many a bitter suffering as-
suaged, by this noble display of Christian charity. |
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latest and most accurate observations made,
both in the old and new world, Laplace has
thought himself authorized to conclude, that
this balance between the sexes (with a trifling
prepouderance in favour of the male) may be
regarded as an wrirersal law with regard to
the Auman race. In forming this conclusion,
Laplace appears to have been much struck with
the result of Humboldt's researches in America,
where he found that, even between the tropics,
the same proportion of male births to female
obtained as was observed at Paris.”

Dugald Stewart adds, “ In confirmation of
Laplaces conclusion with respect to the uni-
versality of this law, I am assured by the best
authority, that, from a recent census in our
Indian empire, it appears that the very same
proportion between the sexes takes place there
as in Europe.”— Active and Moral Powers of
Man, vol. ii.

N.-— Page 134

I urge not on behalf of the weaker sex an
exemption from labour, nor is it my wish to
recommend the least interference with the au-
thority of the master, as far as that authority
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sets a fanciful and capricious value on him, it is
against resson and justice that this should ope-
rate to the detriment of the slave. We are told
that the slave will lessen his value by wilful
misconduct, with a view to obtain his freedom
at a low price. It surely is not difficult to
prevent a slave from depreciating his own moral
character in abatement of his value; and the
master fully possesses the means of enforcing
the application of all the strength or skill which
he is known to possess.

It is further objected that compulsory manu-
mission opens the door to illicit concubinage.
Is lawful marriage then common among the
slaves in our colonies; or has it ever been so?
Is there any check from public opinion or public
law, to open and notorious profligacy arising
from connexions between slaves and white men ?
The circumstance of a free man bestowing on a
female slave the means of purchasing her manu-
mission, is a strong presumption in favour.of
the permanency of his attachment, and of his
securing the slave’s well-being afterwards. The
immorality, taking the worst possible view.of
the case, would not be greater than it is at
present. :
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notice of ‘these crimes will give a handle to
those who oppose the colonial interests, is worsd’,
than frivolous. The real charge against the
West Indian societies is, not that cruelties are
committed among them, (for to this charge
every society is more or less obnoxidus,) but
that the man who revels in violence and op-
pression has no mark set upon him, and that
he is allowed to vaunt himself in the land,
without control and without reproach. I am
aware of the extreme difficulty of bringing to
justice the perpetrators of cruel deeds in the
West Indies. The laws are in most cases de-
fective in affording protection to the bondsman ;
and even where the laws might be enforced to
check or punish an act of oppression, we have
incurred the reproach that the fear of becoming
unpopular in the community deters many a
person from prosecuting the offender, or from
appearing as a voluntary witness against him.
These things ought not to be. I am sure that
I am a friend to our colonies in thus publicly
noticing and reprobating the evil.

THE END.
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