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The Lessons of Failure : China

.

A. Four Missions to China (635-1949 AD).

1. Nestorian I (635-906)./ Alopen, and T ' ang dynasty
Christianity.

2. Nestorian II, with a touch of Rome (1200-1368). Mongol
dynasty Christians.

3. The Jesuits (1552-1773). Ricci, Schall and the Rites
Controversy.

4. Protestant and Catholic Missions (1807-1949).
The Taip'ing Rebellion (Hung Hsiu-ch ' uan) ,

1850-60.
The communist revolution (1949-76), to the death of Mao.^

B. Some reasons for failure.

1. Dependence on the patronage of the central government.
2. Identification with minority groups in the empire.
3. Religious syncretism.
4. Dependence on foreign missionaries.
5. Dependence on control from abroad (the Vatican, foreign

institutions)

.

6. Insufficient contextualization.

C. Three lessons in "balance" as a preliminary conclusion.

1. Christian mission fails when it allies itself too closely
with political power; or unrealistically opposes it.

2. Christian mission fails when it adapts too much to non-
Christian cultures and religions; or when it
contextualizes too little into the national heritage.

3. Christian mission fails when it neglects to validate its
spiritual message with social compassion and integrity
(Outerbridge) ; or when it concentrates on a social
program and message to the neglect of its transcendent,
spiritual base.

II. The Lessons of Success : Korea .

A. The Growth of the Church (1884-1910).

1. The mission period (1884-1910).
2. The mission/church period (Japanese occupation, 1910-45).
3. The church period (1945-1982).

B. Some reasons for growth.

1 . Bible-centered Christian education.
2. The Nevius Method:

propagation.
self-government. self-support

,

self-

3. The socio-political
national hopes.

situation and identification with

An attempt to correlate the three preliminary lessons of "China
failure" to "Korea success".
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III. The Final Lesson ; A reminder that what passes for success is often
failure, and vice versa. China is not "failure"; nor Korea "success".

Course Description
i

This will concentrate on the recent history and contemporary situation
of the three major countries of East Asia (China, Japan, Korea) but will touch
also on the Asian continental context and summarize the background history of
East Asian Christianity. Foil China it will trace transitions from pre-
communist unity and influence, through the trauma of revolution to post-Mao
opportunities and tensions. In discussing Japan it will compare the church
in an expanding empire, a defeated nation, and in the sudden affluence of a
world-class industrial power. Turning to Korea, it will deal with the
optimisms of church growth and the perils of division. Relations to culture,
other religions and national politics will be noted.

Textbook

There is no single textbook adequate for the course. Recommended for
purchase are: James M. Phillips, From the Rising of the Sun (1981), G.T.
Brown, Christianity in the People's Republic of China (1987), Martha Huntley,
Caring, Growing, Sharing (1984).

Reguirement

s

1.

In addition to readings as assigned in the above texts, 1050 pages of
reading from the reading lists (attached separately) will be required
as follows:

250 pages on Japan
250 pages on China
250 pages on Korea
300 pages of your choice (as approved by professor).

2. Two book reports will be required, each of one and a half (1-1/2)
pages, including a summary outline of the book and your personal
critique, positive or negative or both.

3. One early mid-term test.
4. One 10-page term paper will be required on one of the suggested topics

(list attached separately) OR on a subject of your own choice (which
must be approved by the professor).

Schedule

February
March
April
April
April
May
May

7 First class
7 First book report due

11 Mid-term tests (date to be announced)
17 Second book report due
27 Last class
2 Senior papers due
9 Junior and Middler papers due

TENTATIVE OUTLINE

Introduction .

1. Asia in its World Setting.
2. Asia and the World's Religions.
3. Asia, and the rise of the Churches of the 3rd World.
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I . East Asia: the Cultural and Religious Setting .

"One culture"; "Two themes".
"Three philosophies": Taoist, Confucian and Realist.
"Four classes."
"Five relations".
Three religions: Taoist (folk); Confucian; Buddhist.

II. East Asian Christianity : Historical Survey, and "How Christianity Came
to the Far East" (Slide lecture).

III. China . Two Revolutions, the Missions, and the Church.
The Three-Self Movement, and Catholicism.
The House Church Movement.
Reflections on Church and Parachurch tensions.

IV. Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore . The expatriate churches.

V. Korea . Missions, Revival, and the Nevius Method.
Rise of the churches.
What made them grow? And what made them divide?
Evangelism, social compassion and human rights.

VI. Japan . Historical survey.
Nationalism, religion and church union.
Why haven't the Japanese churches grown?
Japanese contributions to theology.

VII. Third World Churches and World Mission.
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