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Preface. 

The writer of the songs contained in this little book is “neither a poet 

nor a poets sonT In his case “necessity was the mother of invention.” 

The need of Christian songs in the Navaho tongue to be used in mission 

work among the Navaho Indians was a very pressing need;andthis need 

was especially felt in the Mission Schools among the Navahoes, this led 

the writer to composing them. 

The work it required was very difficult) it was not so difficult to 

translate the English words into Navaho, but to so construe them,that the 

required number of syllables, no more and no less would enter into the 

composition of each line, that was the very peculiar difficulty. The writer 

is very conscious of the defects of his work, but he hopes that by his effort 

he has in a measure supplied the need aforenamed. It may be that after he is 

still better acquainted with the language, he will be able to do much better 

work in this line, but his hope is that the Lord may speed the time when 

Christian poets will arise among the Navahoes themselves, who may glo¬ 

rify their God and Saviour and bless their people with their songs. 

The writer is under especial obligations to the publisher Paul H.Wez- 

eman, who offered his invaluable services gratuitously in interest of the 

Mission cause; also to the teachers and scholars of the Christian School 

of the Alpine Avenue Christian Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Mich, 

who provided the funds (nearly $> 50.00)to defray the expenses of this un¬ 

dertaking; and to his friend Lee S. Huizenga of Grand Rapids,for much 

valuable assistance and encouragement in his efforts. May the Lord of 

the harvest abundantty bless the cause to which they offered their assis¬ 

tance. 
Yours for Christ among the Navahoes 

Tohatchi, N. M. 3-19-1908. L. P. Brink. 
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4. Be hyi-nis-na-ni as-ten-nle. 

Da-si-joi-iai bi-nai; 

In-da si-tsit-sin sa-nit-tla 

Beis-tlan-ni yo an-ko. 
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God ai a-yui - te wu - tah-ti, 
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1. Je-sus a - yo - a-sont-ni, 

2- Je-sus wu-tali - den ni ya, 

3. Je-sus a - yo - a-sont-ni, 

4. Je-sus, jo-kon, kwe t'a- si 
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Bi-nalt-sos ye sit-hal-ni, 

Na-hast-sanyi - ka das-tsan, 

Ya-dik- Hit an - a - yi - la, 

Ya-te-go a - si - di - lik. 
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Di-yin-go a - si - do - ilk, Ba-gan-go sit - n-do-tas. 
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