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PREFACE.

In pursuino- the plan of " The Christian Visitor,"

the Author here enters upon the Books of the Old

Testament. The present Volume consists of Selec-

tions from the Historical part of it.

The choice of Scripture Passages has been di-

rected by the general intention of the work

;

which is, to give Evangelical Instruction and Con-

solation to Afflicted Persons, more especially among

the Poor ; but in a style adapted equally to all

classes of Society.

The earlier Selections from the Book of Genesis

are particularly designed to exhibit the gi'eat lead-

ing doctrines of Man's Ruin by the Fall, and his

Recovery by Christ. Six of these Portions (as also

No. 22.) are taken from the " Scripture Readings :"
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which work is now out of print, being- superseded

l)y the present Series.

It may be expedient to repeat a remark made in

the former Vohimes ; that whenever, in attending-

the Sick, an entire Portion shall be found too long,

a single paragraph or two may suffice at one read-

ing. For example, the one entitled " Review of

Life" (page 129) would easily furnish materials for

profitable conversation during two or three visits.

The Author humbly commends the Work to

Him, whose Sacred Word is here expounded,

and whose Blessing is continually implored in the

Prayers which accompany the Expositions. May
our Saviour, who came " to preach the Gospel to

the Pooi-j" graciously render this small Volume a

means of Instruction to the Ignorant ; of Edifica-

tion to the Devout; and of Consolation and En-
couragement to many Afflicted Servants of God !
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CHRISTIAN VISITOR.

ON THE

OLD TESTAMENT.

I.

THE IMAGE OF GOD.

Genesis i. 26.

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our

likeness.

In the beginning-, when God created Adam and

Eve, and placed them in Paradise, he created them

wise and holy. They were made after the image

of God. He pronounced them, and all his works,

to be " very good."

But our parents forfeited their happy state, by

breakino- the commandment of God. Thus they,

and all their posterity, lost that holy image. " All

have sinned, and come short of the glory of God."

Folly, and sin, and misery, and death, are now our

lot. We inherit them from Adam, as a birth-right.

By this mournful change, we are so far fallen

from God, that of ourselves we find it utterly im-

possible even to understand what is meant by His

hnage. But, for ever blessed be his Name ! we

have in the Bible an abundantly clear revelation
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Oil this subject. Oh may the Spirit of God, then,

enlifijhten our understancUnjJS, and enable us to

behokl His nature, as He has revealed it !

There are three ways, in which we may learn

what God is; and what Man at his first creation was.

1. First, the Bible declares and describes the na-

ture of God's image.

He is perfect in wisdom and in holiness. Read

the Ten Commandments, which he hath given us.

They are perfect : no man could ever find a fault in

them. " The law is holy ; and the commandment

holy, and just, and g-ood." Examine the precepts

of the word of God ; especially as they are ex-

plained, in their full spiritual sense, in the New
Testament. How excellent, how useful, how lovely

are they all ! Consider the dealings of God with

men in his government of the world, as set forth

in that true history of families and nations, the

Bible. These clearly show his justice and power,

his wisdom, and, above all, his goodness.

Here, then, we have a book, that informs us what

is the will of God. In that holy book we view his

image. Therefore, study the Bible ; for it is like

God. Its Author is God : it is the copy of his

mind. Study it with prayer ; and in every page you

shall see light, wisdom and holiness beaming forth,

as the sun when it shineth in its strength.

2, Then, further, the Lord Jesus Christ, as God
incarnate, displays the image of God under a hu-

man form. His dwelling was among the children

of men, as " God manifest in the flesh." " No man
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liHtli seen God at any time : the ouly-bc}>otteu Sou,

wliicli is in the bosom of the Father, he hath de-

chued him." Whoever desires to see the image of

God perfectly dispUiyed on earth, should dilijieutly

read the four Gospels ; at the same time prayiup;^

for jrrace to follow the doctrine and example of

Christ Jesus. His discourses show how abun-

dantly the Spirit of wisdom dwelt in him. His

miracles of mercy show him to have been full of

pity and love. In all these, He exhibits to our ad-

miring hearts the very image of God. He is " full

of grace and truth."

But chiefly, Christ's dying on the cross for ova*

salvation is such a wonder of mercy, that in this,

more than any thing else, we behold the image

of God. For God is all holiness, all love. And

in the crucitixion of Christ, we see how he hated

sin—how he loved us ! In studying so wonderful

a mystery, however, we cannot advance one step,

unless we have the light of the Holy Spirit on our

hearts.

3. Fully to understand this subject, therefore,

let us remember, that the grace of the Holy Ghost

re-produces the image of God, in fallen Man. We
must have the image of God stamped anew upon

our own souls by the Holy Spirit.

This is saving knowledge : and it makes all our

other knowledge complete. The image of God is

known to those only, who are new created ui\to ho-

liness. To all others it is a hidden mystery : nay,

they even account it foolishness. Believers alone

B 2
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are renewed in the image of God. They alone are

spiritual ; and they alone discern spiritual things.

—

And this is a knowledge which goes on continually

increasing. On earth, believers resemble God very

faintly ; but they desire to imitate Him more and

more closely: and they shall be made perfectly like

him hereafter; for they shall see him as he is.

My friend, reflect whether you know what is the

image of God. Have you truly understood this

doctrine ; or, at least, do you desire to understand

it ? Have you any proof that your heart is stamped

anew with God's holy image? Do you study his

mind and will, in the Bible ? Do you pray for

light? Do you love to follow the spotless example

of our Lord Jesus Christ?

These, my friend, are great questions. Consi-

der them well, and reflect whether you have been

brought back unto God, through Christ, the only

living way. Never be satisfied till you find that the

image of God, which we all lost in Adam, has been
renewed in your soul, through faith in Christ, who
is " the second Adam, the Lord from heaven."

PIfAYER.

O Lord God, most holy, just, and good : We
adore thee for thy great glory, and for all thy

mercies and loving-kindnesses to the children of

men. But especially we thank thee for having

called us unto thee through Jesus the Mediator, in

whom alone we have life, and peace, and hope.

O our God, we are not worthy to take thy name
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within our lips : and of ourselves we are not able

so much as to lift up a thoug'ht unto thee. We
have lost the image of thy holiness : we have de-

parted far from thee : we are full of sin, and de-

serve to be cast out of thy sight, O thou who art

of purer eyes than to behold iniquity !

Yet dost thou offer us not only pardon and re-

conciliation and acceptance with thee, through faith

in Christ; but when we cry to thee out of the depth

of our corruptions, thou promisest also to create in

us a clean heart, and to renew a right spirit within

us. Be it unto us, O Lord, according to thy word.

Let thy Holy Spirit make all things new within us.

Give us an understanding to know thee, a will to

serve thee, and a heart to love thee, and to delight

in thee. Enable us to put off the old man, which

is corrupt ; and to put on the new man, which is

created in righteousness and true holiness.

Grant to us, we beseech thee, grace to have our

conversation such as becometh saints, so that men

may see that we are no longer darkness, but now

are we light in the Lord. Bring all mankind, and

especially our friends and relatives, to the saving

knowledge of Christ Jesus. Recover the wanderers

:

raise the fallen : pity and save the lost.

O Lord, keep us by thy mighty power, faithful

even unto death : and then exalt us to thine own

right hand, that we may be satisfied with thy likeness,

and rest from all our labours in glory everlasting,

through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Redeemer.

Amen.
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II.

THE ENTRANCE OF SIN INTO THE WORLD.
Genesis iii. 1— 13.

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field

which the Lord God had made. And he said unto tlie woman,
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the

garden ?

And the woman said unto tlie serpent, We may eat of the
fruit of the trees of the garden :

But of the fruit of tlie tree which is in the midst of the garden,
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it,

lest ye die.

And the serpent said unto the woman. Ye shall not surely die :

For God doth know, that in the day ye eat thereof, then your
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil.

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and gave also

unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that

they were naked
; and they sewed fig-leaves together, and made

themselves aprons.

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the

garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid them-
selves from the presence of the Lord God, amongst the trees of

the garden.

And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him.

Where art thou ?

And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden ; and I was afraid,

because I was naked ; and I hid myself.

And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked ? hast thou

eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest

not eat ?

And the man said. The woman whom thou gavest to be with

me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.
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And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that

thou hast done ? And the woman said, Tlie serpent beguiled me,

and I did eat.

EvEKY 1)0(1 y sees that there is much sin in the

world. The Bible is the only hook which tells us

how it entered.

Our first parents, Adam and Eve, were created

by God in his own image ; that is, they were per-

fectly holy, just, and good. They knew God, and

loved him. But Satan, the author of all evil, the

enemy of God and man, tempted them ; and our

parents willingly yielded to the temptation. Thus

they fell from their happy state of innocence, hav-

ing lost the image of God. Their children, and

children's children, were born in sin : for, " Who
can bring- a clean thing out of an unclean ^ Not

one." Like David, every one of us must confess,

" Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did

ray mother conceive me."

We inherit the various marks of sin in Adam and

Eve so exactly, that it will be well to notice them,

one by one. And while we do this, may the Holy

Spirit deeply convince us of our sinful state !

1. The first thing to be noticed, is, that Eve

allowed herself to talk with the serpent. Sin is very

deceitful at first : it comes in a pleasant way. We
ought to be on our guard, and not listen for a mo-

ment to the tempter. Never parley with sin. Never

listen to flatterers. They often force themselves

upon us : but we ought to tear ourselves away from

their company.
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2. The next thing to be noticed, is, Eve's curio-

sity in gazing- at the tree which she was forbidden

to eat of. So do we very often gaze on forbidden

objects. We think we will only just look at them.

But when we have allowed ourselves to look, we

soon begin to long after them ; and then Satan has

gained his first advantage over us. A wandei'ing

eye may lead to the very worst sins.

3. Eve seems also to have been tempted by her

fancy. She "saw that the tree was good for food."

She thought so, as she looked at it. So, when we
first indulge in forbidden things, their taste seems

very sweet; and, for a time, sweeter and sweeter.

But, at the last, sin bites like a serpent, and stings

like an adder.

4. Eve saw that this was a tree to be desired to

make one wise. She wished to be wiser than God
intended her to be. This, again, is a very common
temptation.—Many young persons wish to read

books which they ought not. And grown-up per-

sons are apt to meddle with things that are too high

for them. "Vain man would be wise:" and he

would be wise in his own way; not by learning from

God.

5. Satan said to our first parents, " Ye shall

be as gods:" and Eve was gi'atified by the proud

thought. This is just what men wish to be. They
long to be independent ; to follow their own in-

clination ; to go into the world as their own
masters ; to have nobody to keep them in. Espe-

cially, they cannot bear to have God for their
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Master. They will not be hindered hy conscience.

They set themselves up as wiser than the Bible.

They get to dispute about the Bible, and even

against it. " Now," they say, " we will be as gods."

But then it is, that the devil has gained a great

victory over them. Then it is that they become

proud, headstrong, and blasphemous.

6. Moreover, Satan told our first parents, " Ye
shall not surely die :" and they believed him, rather

than God.— Which was right? In every age, the

dying and the dead tell us, by millions, that God
was true, and Satan false. The world is a grave,

continually opening to receive the dead. Still men
go on in sin, believing the devil rather than God.

They cannot, indeed, now say, " We shall not die
;"

but they say, " We shall not die soon." Or else

they say, " When we die, we shall not go to hell

;

—there is no such place." The devil wishes sin-

ners to believe that there is no hell. Thus it is

that multitudes travel on, passing through the first

death to the second death ; still believing Satan,

and saying, " It shall be w ell with us in the end."

But, at length, " in hell they lift up their eyes,

being in torments."

7. Another very common sin is, having hard

thoughts of God. Satan said to Eve :
" God doth

know, that in the day ye eat thereof, ye shall be as

gods." As much as to say, " God has used you ill,

in forbidding you this tree." And Eve fell in with

this evil thought. In the same way many peo-

ple complain, " The laws of God are very hard

;
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they are only made to keep me from pleasure."

How soon do young persons begin to say, " I wish

my parents, or my master, were not so strict : they

are keeping me from my rights," This spirit is

really the same as rebelling against God. But,

alas ! we are all continually thinldng that God deals

hardly by us. There is scarcely any sin so com-

mon as impatience : yet it is a sin by which we di-

rectly Hy in the face of God. Whenever we are

impatient, we, in reality, quarrel with what God
appoints.

We will consider the other kinds of temptation

and sin another time : these are quite enough to

meditate upon, for the present. May the Lord
humble us by his Spirit ; and lead us to bow down
before him, crying for mercy ! For the sake of

his dear Son, Jesus Christ, he is ready to pardon

all our sins, though they are more in number than

the hairs of our head. Though we are born in

sin, yet, by his Holy Spirit, our souls may be born

again. Oh, may that Spirit be given to us : so

shall we abhor ourselves for our sinfulness, and

learn to love the right ways of the Lord !

PRAYER.

O most holy Lord God, who art of purer eyes

than to behold iniquity ; how vile and abomiiiable

must we appear in thy sight ! For thou hast known
all the thoughts of our hearts, and all our wander-

ings, from our childhood and youth upward, even

unto this day. We were born in sin, and in sin
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have we lived. Gracious Father, hide thy face

from our sins, and hlot out all our iniquities. Kenew

and sanctify our souls; write thy laws in our hearts

;

and let thy Holy Spirit dwell and rule within us

continually. And grant us thy continual grace,

that, being renewed in the spirit of our mind, we

may serve thee in newness of life ; and may love,

honour and obey thee, in all our ways, for thy dear

Son's sake, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

III.

THE ENTRANCE OF SIN INTO THE WORLD.
(Continued.)

Genesis iii. 1— 13. (See page 6.)

We have not yet described all the different kinds

of sin, wherein we follow the example of our first

parents. It is a very painful thing to meditate

upon our own vileness; but we had better know
the worst of ourselves, that so we may be led to

seek for pardon and reconciliation with God,

through Christ's atoning blood.

8. The next thing we observe then, is, How one

sinner tempts others to sin. " Eve took of the

fruit, and gave unto her husband with her, and

he did eat." Alas ! many can say, " I never knew
of this sin, or that sin, till I was told of it by
others." Those whom we keep company with—aye,

those that we love the most— may be our worst

enemies : for surely no enemy is so much to be
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feared, as he who tempts us to sin. Thus it was,

alas ! that Eve helped forward the ruin of Adam.

9. But, in the next place, it is mournful to see

how Adam was over-persuaded by his wife. He
ought to have reproved her. He ought to have

prayed to God to pardon and restore her : instead

of which, he falls into the very same sin.

10. And now we come to notice the worst mark
of all ;—and yet it is the least regarded by sinners

themselves. It is, the sin of endeavouring to hide

ourselves from God ; shunning the presence of the

ever-blessed God ! When Adam and his wife heard

the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden,

they hid themselves from the presence of the Lord
God, among the trees of the garden. They no
longer loved God : they dreaded him, and endea-

voured to fly from him.—And such, alas ! is the

real state of all sinners. The presence of God
is not desired by them ; his name is painful to

them; his worship is wearisome. They do not

pray to him in secret. They do not love his holy

word. They make no hearty preparation for

meeting him at the Judgment-day, They take no
delight in thinking of the holiness and happiness of

heaven. They even try not to think of God, and

are offended with those who speak to them about
Religion. What good men love, they hate ; namely,

Communion with God. This hatred of communion
with God is their greatest sin : it is also their

greatest misery. But sinners are so far gone in

sin, that they do not know how great a misery this
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is. God is love, and in his presence is fulness of

joy : what wretchedness, then, must we suffer, if we

fly from him !

11. Another very common thin^ with sinners is.

Making excuses, and throwing the blame on others.

When Adam and Eve are called to give account of

themselves, Adam throws the blame on his wife,

and partly on God himself: and then Eve throws

the blame on the serpent. But in vain does any

sinner ask of God, "Why hast thou made me

thus?"—or, "Why was I born into a world of

sin?"—or, " Why do I inherit a body of sin and

death?" In vain do sinners reproach one another.

In vain do they curse the devil for tempting and

destroying them. Oh, what a dreadful place must

hell be, where lost souls and devils are for ever

cursing God and one another, yet find no rest from

their torments ! Others, it is true, are to blame,

together with each sinner. Tempters, especially,

are a most cruel race : but every lost soul shall

bear his own burden. " The soul that sinneth, it

shall die."

O sinner ! dost thou not behold many of these

deadly marks of sin in thyself? Search, and ex-

amine. Be willing to know the worst : then thou

wilt desire the salvation that is in Christ Jesus.

For, blessed be God ! we are not in hell, though

we deserve hell. God accuses us ; conscience con-

demns us; and the devil desires to have us: but

the voice of mercy cries, " Deliver him from going

down to the pit : I have found a ransom." That
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ransom is Christ. " As in Adam all die, even so

in Christ shall all be- made alive." " Whosoever

believeth in Him, shall not perish, but have ever-

lasting lite." Look, then, at all these evidences of

sin in yourself, one by one : but look, also, on the

wounds of" your bleeding- Saviour. Fly to Him, in

faith ; remembering this declaration in the word

of God—" The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son,

cleanseth us from all sin."

PRAYER.

O Lord, what shall we say unto thee, or what

shall we speak, or how shall we clear ourselves,

when we remember how grievously we have sinned

against thee? Suffer us not to think of hiding

ourselves from thy sight : for thine eye hath been

over us continually, and thou knowest us far better

than we know ourselves. But bring us to a godly

repentance, and hatred of sin: pour upon us the

Spirit of grace and of supplications : cause us to look

upon Him vvhom we have pierced, and may we loathe

ourselves at the remembrance of all our transgres-

sions. And oh, lead us to that Fountain which is

opened for sin and for uucleanness, that in it we
may wash and be clean ! Let the blood of Jesus

Christ, thy Son, cleanse us from all sin ! See if

there be any wicked way in us, and lead us in the

way everlasting, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.
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IV.

THE CURSE AND THE PROMISE.

Genesis iii. 14—24

And tlie Lord God said unto ll.e serpent, Because thou hast

done this, thou art cursed ahove all cattle, and above every bea^t

of the field : upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou
eat all the days of thy life :

And I will put enmity between tliee and the woman, and be-

tween thy seed and her seed : it shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel.

Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow
and thy conception : in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children ;

and tliy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over
thee.

And unto Adam he said. Because thou hast hearkened unto
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of whicii I com-
manded thee, saying. Thou shalt not eat of it : cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days
of thy life

:

Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; and thou
shalt eat the herb of the field ;

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return

unto the ground ; for out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou

art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

And Adam called his wife's name Eve ; because she was the

mother of all living.

Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make ccats

of skins, and clothed them.

And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of

us, to know good and evil : and now, lest he pat forth his hand,

and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever

;

Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of

Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.

So he drove out the man : and he placed, at tlie east of the

garden of Eden, cherubims, and a flaming sword whicli turned

every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
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When Adam and Eve fell, the serpent, who had

deceived them, was the first to receive sentence of

condemnation. Very dreadful was the curse pro-

nounced upon Satan by God, for having done this

wicked thing, bringing sin and death into the world.

The wrath of God is upon the devil and his angels

eternally. But in pronouncing the curse, God
united with it a remarkable promise of redemption

to man.

1. When we consider the condemnation of that

old serpent, the devil, we shall find, from Scripture,

that it is dreadful, beyond all that we can conceive

:

he is condemned to the lowest hell. Our Saviour

speaks of " everlasting fire, prepared for the devil

and his angels."

In allusion to the same wretched beings, St.

Jude, in his Epistle, speaks of " the angels which

kept not their first estate, but left their own habi-

tation:" and he adds, that God hath "reserved

them in everlasting chains, under darkness, to the

Judgment of the Great Day." St. John also de-

scribes the manner in which " an angel came down

from heaven, having the key of the bottomless

pit, and a great chain in his hand;" and how

he " laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,

which is the devil, and Satan;" and bound him in

hell.

2. But when God pronounced this curse upon

Satan, he declared that he would put enmity be-

tween Satan and his seed on the one side, and the

woman and her Seed on the other side. Here is a
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great mystery. It signifies, that Satan and all the

cliilflren of disobedience, who are children of" the

devil, will always be fighting against Jesus Clirist

:

for Christ, the Son of the Virgin Mary, is " the

Seed of the woman" here meant. And not only

against him will they make war, but also against

all true disciples of Christ. But then it is also de-

clared, that Christ will gain the victory. I will give

you some examples of this.

Cain, the first-born of Adam and Eve, was of that

wicked one, the devil. The devil, who was a mur-

derer from the beginning, stirred up the heart of

Cain to murder his brother Abel. " And where-

fore slew he him ? Because his own works were evil,

and his brother's righteous." Here was the first

instance of Satan's enmity against the children of

God. But Abel was exalted to heaven, and is had

in everlasting remembrance. Thus was Satan's en-

mity disappointed ; while Cain was driven out as a

vagabond, with a mark set upon him.

Just before the Flood, the world had fallen into

a most wicked state. " The earth was corrupt be-

fore God, and the earth was filled with violence."

God therefore punished the world of the ungodly,

by the waters of a flood. Yet still, Satan's object

was defeated : the race of man was not lost, though

contracted to a single family. Noah and his family

were saved in the ark.—This ark, moreover, was

intended to show forth the Church of Christ ; which

will always be safe, even when the world comes to

the worst.

c
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There are many more things, which we will say

another time, on this subject. But let me now ask

you one or two questions. Have you ever felt

anger and hatred dwelling in your heart ? I fear

that all of us have sometimes fallen into sinful tem-

pers. But what a dreadful thing this is ! It is like

carrying a serpent in our bosom : nay, it is really

having the devil in our hearts. Have you some-

times been violent or cruel ? Have you dealt in

blows and cursings ? What a mercy it is, that, in our

angry moments, we have not gone so far as murder !

But, remember, " he that hateth his brother is a

murderer." Oh, what a dreadful thing, when, as is

sometimes the case, a whole neighbourhood is filled

with noise and violence, and there is scarce one

righteous family, nay, scarce one righteous man,

among them ! It is the devil broke loose on earth.

The good Lord forgive us all those sins in which

we have been so much like the devi! : and may he

make us like his own dear Son, whose soul was

gentle as a Lamb !

PRAYER.

O most holy God ! who can tell what an evil

and bitter thing it is to depart from thee ; and how
dreadful is the portion of those, who are banished

from thy presence for ever ? Wonderful is thy

mercy, that we have not long since been shut up in

hell ! But since thou hast spared us, oh, let us

now make haste to seek and to obtain thy mercy !

Take away from us all hardness of heart, all enmity
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against thee, and all envy, malice, and uncharitable-

ness toward men. Unite us, by a living faith, to

Jesus our Saviour. Write upon our hearts the law

of love, that we may seek thy face with joy, and de-

light to do thy holy will, and be continually given

to works of kindness and pity. And grant, that

having faithfully served thee in thy Church here be-

low, we may dwell before thee for ever in thy Church
above, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

V.

THE CURSE AND THE PROMISE. (Continued.)

Genesis iii. 14—24. (See page 15.)

The Bible is full of histories, showing how Satan

tries to enslave and ruin every man living. But
Christ is able to overcome him : and he certainly

will overcome at the last. Perhaps you would like

that I should point out to you some more of the

ways in which Satan has tried for the mastery, and

how God has always overcome him.

Pharaoh, king of Egypt, was a cruel oppressor of

the children of Israel. He went even so far as to

command, that all the male children of the Israelites

should be thrown into the river, and drowned. This

was, indeed, like a true child of the devil. But God
visited the land with dreadful plagues, to punish

him and his people. And on the night of the Pass-

over (which we shall read about another time), the

angel of the Lord went forth, and destroyed all the

first-born in the land of Egypt, both of man and

c 2
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beast. Thus Pharaoh was terrified, and God de-

livered Israel out of his hand.—Again, the Egyp-
tians were pushed on by Satan once more, and the

Lord suffered them to follow his people into the

Red Sea ; but there he swallowed up Pharaoh, and

all his army, in the depths of the sea. Then the

Israelites triumphed in Jehovah. And as the Lord

conquered Pharoah and all his army, so will Christ

conquer the devil and all his angels ; and then the

redeemed of the Lord will for ever sing the song

of Moses and of the Lamb. The glorious theme

of that immortal song is. Redemption.

When Jesus Christ, the Son of God, took upon

him the form of man, and dwelt on earth, the devil

came to tempt him. But Christ overcame his

temptations. Satan even dared to quote Sci'ipture,

and thus endeavoured to mislead Christ. But Jesus

saw through liis deep subtlety, and answered him
with most suitable passages of Scripture. This

shows the great advantage of knowing the Bible

well ; for with the help of the Bible we shall be

able to fight, as our Saviour did, against Satan.

And if we know the whole sense of the Bible well^

we shall not be easily deceived by false teachers.

It was when the devil had entered into the heart

of Judas Iscariot, that Judas proceeded to betray

his Master, Jesus Christ. Satan seemed thus to

have got a great victory over the Son of God : yet

it was by this very way that Jesus conquered

Satan. For St. Paul says, that through death

Christ destroyed him that had the power of death.
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even the devil; and delivered them who, throuoh

fear of deatli, were all their life-time suhject to

hondatre.

As soon as there was a Church of Christ esta-

blished in any place by the faithful preaching- of the

Gospel, Satan did all he could to overthrow it. For

this purpose he stirred up many people to persecute;

but they did not prevail. Christ gave his disciples

grace to endure all things for the sake of the Go-
spel. See how he speaks to the persecuted Church

of Smyrna :
" Fear none of those things which thou

shalt suffer : behold, the devil shall cast some of

you into prison, that ye may be tried ; and ye shall

have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto

death, and I will give thee a crown of life."

But there is another warfare between Christ and

Satan ; which all feel in their hearts, when they try

to serve God in earnest. Christ says, " Love the

ways of Religion:" Satan whispers to us, "Re-
ligion is a very melancholy thing." Christ says,

"Keep my sayings in your heart:" but the devil

comes, and tries to snatch them away. Christ

teaches us how to pray : but Satan tries to hinder

us from prayer. Now, which of these two shall

prevail In your heart—Christ, or the devil ?

If you will choose Christ, you will find him the

best Master.— Perhaps you say, "But Satan is so

busy about my heart: he is too active, and too cun-

ning- for me. When I wish to be religious, he

turns all my thoughts the wrong- way. When I

would do good, evil is present with me. When I
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wish to fly from bad company, they follow after me,

and laugh at me. When I am beghming to think

of good thoughts, just then bad thoughts come into

my mind. What am I to do ? How can I conquer

this enemy, who is so cunning, and so hard upon

me?"
My friend, the answer is very plain. Entreat

Christ to be your friend. Let him dwell in your

heart by faith. Where Christ reigns, Satan may

try to be master, but he never can succeed. Open

your heart to Christ in prayer. Tell him all your

temptations. Beseech him to cast out Satan, and

to take possession of your heart. Satan may tor-

ment and trouble your mind : but this is the pro-

mise—" Christ will bruise the head of Satan." He

will set his foot upon him, and crush him. This he

will do, if only you continue praying in the name

of Christ

:

" For Satan trembles, when he sees

The weakest saint upon his knees."

PRAYER.

O Lord Jesu Christ, vvho hast overcome death,

and brought life and immortality to light through

the Gospel ; enable us, we beseech thee, faithfully

to follow thee, and to fight manfully against the

world, the flesh, and the devil. In every time of

trial and temptation, be thou our hiding-place and

refuge. Sufler not the enemy to prevail, or do us

harm. Deliver us from the curse and the do-

minion of sin, that we may enjoy peace and safety

through thee. Speak comfortably to our souls,
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whenever we mourn before thee with a godly sor-

row for sin. Purge our consciences from dead

works; and bestow on us the joy of thy salvation,

to strengthen us for thy continual service. Guide

us in the path of holiness through life ; and finally,

in the hour of death, and in the Day of Judgment,

Good Lord deliver us. Amen.

VI.

LABOUR AND SORROW, OUR PORTION HERE:
COMFORT, ONLY IN CHRIST.

Genesis iii. 16— 19.

Unto the woman be said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow

and thy conception : in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children

;

and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over

thee.

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto

the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I com-

manded thee, saying, Tliou shalt not eat of it : cursed is the

ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of

thy life

;

Thorns also, and thistles, shall it bring forth to thee ; and thou

shalt eat the herb of the field ;

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return

unto the ground ; for out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou

art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

When Adam and Eve had sinned against God, the

ground was cursed for their sake. The children of

men are now born into a world very different from

the Paradise in which our first parents were placed.

Pain and death were not known there : but when

sin entered into the world, the curse immediately

followed.
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Concerning death, we will speak another time.

What we have now to do with, is, the misery of man

in this world, and the cure of that misery.

David says, " Behold, I was shapen in iniquity,

and in sin did my mother conceive me." This is

the consequence of Adam's sin. Therefore, at the

time of our birth, we enter the world with cries and

tears ; and the portion of man, on the earth, is, as

Job says, to be of few days, and full of trouble.

" Man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly up-

ward."

The earth, you know, brings forth plenty of

weeds and thistles, briers and thorns : but to make

it fit for sowing corn, men must plough and harrow;

they must bear the hardships of winter, and the

heat of summer ; and thus, by the sweat of their

face, they at length " eat bread."

You know, that in great towns and cities also,

man's lot is to labour. Men " rise up early, and

late take rest, and eat the bread of carefulness;"

and some get very little sleep.

The poor often think this very hard. Still, we

may be sure of one thing ; namely, that riches do

not of themselves make a man happy. They afford

happiness only when used for God's glory. Per-

haps you see a rich man well fed, finely dressed,

and riding in a carriage ; and you think, because

he sits at his ease, and because he does not work

with his hands, therefore he is happy. But this is

a great mistake. No man can escape the general

curse. The rich have many troubles ; and those of
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them that are not pious, are often more tired with

not knowing- what to do, than the poor are with

having' too much to do.

Remember that simple prayer, which Jesus Christ

has taught us : " Give us this day our daily bread."

The Lord hears the young ravens that call upon

him : and will he not feed his own children that

pray to him ?

Contentment is learned only in the school of

Christ; for there we learn, that we always suffer

less than our sins deserve. And in our Master,

Christ Jesus, we have such a picture of " the Holy

One of God " suffering for our sins, as should make

us ashamed, whenever we murmur.

Men who live without God are always seeking

for ease in this world, yet cannot find it. The best

way is, to labour on, with our hands, or with our

head, or both, to the last. It is better to wear out,

than to rust out. Idleness is misery : honest labour

is the best for man.

When sickness or grievous calamities come, we

ought to say, " This is from the hand of the Lord.

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away

;

blessed be the name of the Lord !

"

Every true believer in Christ has a source of

solid comfort, which the rest of the world know

not of. He knows that his sins are forgiven him,

through faith in Christ. Believing his soul to be

safe for eternity, he knows he need not fear what

his body may suffer in this world.

The great question is, " Have you chosen the
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Lord for your portion ? " Do you rest in Christ

as your Saviour ? Do you lament your sins more
than your afflictions? Do you find your burdens

made lighter by prayer ? Does prayer lead you to

praise? Do you rejoice in the hope of heaven,

where " the wicked cease from troubling-, and

where the weary are at rest?" Oh, if you knew

Christ, and if you really lived on him by faith, no

sorrows of this life would ever overwhelm you !

You would find that " all things work together for

good to them that love God." You would feel that

you have, in Christ, a fellow-sufferer. You would

read the Gospels with new delight : for there we
see how Jesus, " though he was rich, yet for our

sakes became poor, that we through his poverty

might be rich."

But do not think that your present sufferings

can purchase heaven. We can of ourselves deserve

nothing but eternal punishment. The impenitent

and unbelieving must suffer, both in this world and

in the next. Seek, then, for salvation by Christ,

as a free gift ; and having this, you have all

!

PRAYER.

O Lord, thou righteous Judge of all the earth

;

what miseries hast thou laid upon the children of

men, on account of our many transgressions against

thee ! We have sinned, and done wickedly : but

thou continuest holy, O thou worship of Israel !

But, as thy justice is, so is thy mercy also toward

us, miserable sinners. Thou hast laid help upon
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One that Is mighty; even on Jesus, our crucified

Redeemer, who is able to save to the uttermost all

that come unto thee by him.

Oh, suffer us not to perish through our own ob-

stinacy, or unbelief! Incline our hearts to look

unto Jesus. Let us never fall into despair, when
we behold so dear a ransom paid for our souls,

even the precious blood of Jesus. O Lord, let us

not sink under the load of our sins ; but enable us

to cast the heavy burden on Him, who bore our

sins in his own body on the tree. Take out from

our consciences the sting and the tormenting power

of sin, through the grace of Him, who was bruised

that we might be healed, and who died that we
might live, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

VIL
DEATH, THE END OF ALL BELOW: LIFE

ETERNAL, THROUGH CHRIST.

Genesis iii. 19.

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return

unto the ground ; for out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou

art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

To most men it is very melancholy to think of

death. Yet, if we are true Christians, we shall be

willing to think of it; and, through the mercy of

our Lord Jesus Christ, this mournful subject will

be changed into a delightful one. Through him

the sting of death is quite taken away, and we may
obtain victory over our last enemy.
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See how the curse pronounced on Adam has

been fulfilled, and is fulfilling, on all the g-enera-

tions of men ! Death, like an irresistible king,

reigns over us all. He holds in his hand an iron

sceptre; and when he smites, none can escape.

Alike the rich and the poor, the weak and the

strong, infants and grey-headed men, are every

moment dropping into the grave. Every one that

is born into the world must say with Job, " I know
that thou wilt bring me unto death, and to the

house appointed for all living."

Nor is it death only that is mournful, but all the

way that leads to it. When we are in health and

spirits, we think too little of this. But we should

reflect on this curse, in all the sicknesses which

mankind suflfer. Think of the diseases and pains,

the sighs, tears, and groans, which keep us com-

pany on our road to the grave. Truly, man, in his

best estate, is altogether vanity ! In the midst of

life, we are in death. The healthy and the gay try

not to think of these things ; and they are offended,

if spoken to about dying. They do not consider

that their turn may come very quickly. But wise

men will lay this to heart : they will say, " Depart

from me, ye sinful pleasures ; and let me prepare

for death and eternity !"

Would you know what it is that makes death

terrible ? St, Paul will answer the question. He
says, " The sting of death is sin." It was sin that

brought death into the world ; and it is the remem-

brance of our sins that makes it terrible to think of
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dying. Oh, if we could but cast oft' this burden of

sin—could we only be assured that God is our

Friend, and heaven our portion after death—who
then would fear to die? Instead of cleaving to the

world, we should even desire " to depart, and to be

with Christ, which is far better." Oh, then, seek

to win Christ, and to be found in him ! Through
faith in his precious blood, be reconciled to God.

Mortify all worldly lusts, and live as one that loves

the appearing of our Lord Jesus. Then, to r/ow,

death will no longer be a king of terrors, but a

messenger of peace.

When Jesus descended into the grave, he made
the dark way safe for all that believe in Him. After

three days, he burst the tomb, and rose from the

dead. In like manner, at the great Judgment-day,

he will call the dead, small and great, to come and

stand before him. Those who, at that day, are

living on the earth, will be caught up in the air.

And all " that are in their graves, shall hear his

voice, and shall come forth." Those who, on earth,

did not believe in Christ, nor serve him, will then

be utterly consumed with terrors : they will be

driven into outer darkness, where shall be weeping,

and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, for ever. " This

is the second death !" This ought to make every

sinner tremble. O sinner ! take no rest, no sleep

—enjov no pleasure, no company— till thou hast

prayed earnestly to Jesus, to deliver thee from the

wrath to come ! For thy soul's sake, repent, believe,

and turn to God. Pray for his Holy Spirit to change
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thy heart. O sinner ! with such an evil heart as

thine, thou canst not enter into the kingdom of

heaven. Pray that it may be made a new heart.

No longer remain dead in trespasses and sins, lest

the hour of death should find thee unprepared. But
cry mightily to God ; and remember, that " now is

the accepted time ; now is the day of salvation."

But, perhaps, you have begun to believe in the

Lord Jesus Christ ; and you desire to live and die

in his service. If so, let Him be your hope, your

joy, your rest. Let not Satan trouble you with

the fear of dying. Sometimes you may be low-

spirited, and ready to sink. At such moments, let

this short sentence comfort your heart, " Christ

DIED FOR ME."—And when, at last, we come to die,

may some kind Christian friend be near at hand, to

whisper in our ears these blessed words, " I know
that my Redeemer liveth !" " O death, where is

thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? Thanks

be to God, who giveth us the victory, through our

Lord Jesus Christ !

"

PRAYER.

Blessed Jesus, our Lord and our God ; our Life,

our Hope, our Glory ! O fix our hearts on thee,

and make them wholly thine ! Thou didst pity us,

while sinners : thou didst seek us, when wanderers

:

and thou didst lay down thy life for our sake. God
forbid that we should glory, save in the cross of

our Lord Jesus Christ

!

And now, what shall we render unto the Lord,
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for this Ills unspeakable gift? Lord, we can only

offer the sacrifice of a broken heart, which thy

word hath said, Thou wilt not despise. We present

ourselves unto thee, to be made willing and obe-

dient ; an habitation of God, through the Spirit.

O accept us. Heavenly Father, in Christ, thy well-

beloved Son ! And let the same mind be in us

which was also in Him. Fill us with meekness,

humility, and love. Incline us to pity all wan-

derers from thy fold, even all our dying fellow-

sinners upon earth. Teach us to seek out sinners,

and bring them, by all means, to thee, O gracious

Father, that they may be saved.

And, whenever we are tempted aside into for-

bidden pastures, O speedily cause us to hear and

know the voice of Jesus; and incline our hearts to

return again to this good Shepherd and Bishop of

our souls, to Jesus, our Redeemer and our Lord.

Amen.

VHI.

CAIN AND ABEL.
Genesis iv. 3— 1 5.

And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of

the fruit of the ground, an offering unto the Lord.

And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock, and cf

the fat tiiereof. And the L ;rd had respect unto Abel, and to his

off'ering

:

But iinto Cain, and to his offering, he had no respect. And
Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth ? and why
is thy countenance fallen ?
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If thou doest well, sbalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou

doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his

desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

And Cain talked with Abel his brother : and it came to pass,

when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his

brother, and slew him.

And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother ?

And he said, I know not : Am I my brother's keeper ?

And he said. What hast thou done ? the voice of thy brother's

blood crieth unto me from the ground.

And now art thou cursed from the earth, which liath opened

her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand.

When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield

unto thee her strength ; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be

in the earth.

And Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is greater than

I can bear.

Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the

earth : and from thy face shall I be hid ; and I shall be a fugi-

tive and a vagabond in the earth : and it shall come to pass, that

every one that findeth me shall slay me.

And the Lord said unto him. Therefore whosoever slayeth

Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him seven-fold. And tlie Lord

set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.

Adam, having lost the image of God, soon tasted

the bitter consequences of sin. His children were

born in his image. Cain, the lirst-born, unre-

strained by divine grace, became the persecutor,

and even the murderer of his younger brother, the

pious Abel.

We have so often heard of Cain, as the first mur-

derer, that many are apt to think murder was his

only great crime. But if we look carefully into the

case, we shall find that other great sins accompanied

this heinous action, and even led the way to it.
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May that enlightening- Spirit, by whose inspira-

tion the Bible was written, assist us in meditating

on this aflfecting story !

1. The first sin of Cain was, Presumption: he

pretended to worship God ; but he worshipped in

a way of" his own choosing. He came, as an iimo-

cent man might have done, with simply a thank-

oftering : while Abel, as a contrite sinner, wor-

shipped according to the will of God, bringing a

sacrifice. It is expressly said (Hebrews xi, 4), that

" by faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent

sacrifice than Cain." Cain brought an offering of

the fruit of the ground ; but Abel brought of the

firstlings of his fiock. These were types of the

sacrifice of Christ, the promised Redeemer. And
the Lord had respect unto Abel, and to his offer-

ing; but unto Cain, and to his offering, he had

not respect.— The grand thing in Religion is,

obedient faith. Abel had this faith : Cain had it

not.

Self-will, even in worldly things, is a grievous

fault, and leads many a man to ruin: but in re-

ligious matters, it is a high crime against God.

Few persons think of this. All abhor Cain as a

murderer ; but very few discern the wickedness of

his self-willed worship.

2. A further sin of Cain, w as, his spirit of proud
Anger against God. God had marked his displea-

sure against Cain : and Cain acted as if he had a

right to be angry with God. When God had not

respect to his offering, his countenance fell. Instead

D
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of humbly repenting, he sullenly resented God's

frown. Just the same is the temper of self-righteous

men, stumbling at Gospel -Truth. Instead ofmeekly

receiving God's mercy through Christ, they are

vexed to see that the way of Salvation is so hum-

bling; and they are angry, both with God, and with

those who are humble enough to accept his free

gi'ace.

3. Hence sprang Cain's enmity against his bro-

ther—enmity, that went on to Murder ! Abel now
became an object of envy and hatred to Cain. The
more spiritual and humble godly men are, so much
the more persecution may they expect to suffer

from wicked and self-righteous men. The fact is

plainly laid down in Scripture ; " All who will live

godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution
:

"

there never was an exception to this. The first

instance was Cain murdering his brother Abel.

This is a specimen of what every ungodly man
feels, though few shoiv all the malice of their hearts

against godly men, and against godliness. What an

affecting proof, of the natural vileness ofour hearts !

Think of our hating those who are better than our-

selves
; yea, hating those who are beloved of God !

What a fearful state ! " He that hateth his brother

is a murderer; and ye know that no murderer hath

eternal life abiding in him."

Few suspect how deeply the hatred of holiness

is rooted in the natural man. While there is no

bright example near us, we think ourselves incapa-

ble of envy. But when an unconverted man is
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reproved, ever so gently, by one of God's faithful

servants, a feeling- of resentment is soon kindled in

his breast.

4. The last thing recorded concerning Cain, after

the murder, is, his refusing to repent. When sum-

moned by the voice of God to give account of his

horrid crime—when asked, in words which plainly

showed that God knew what he had done, " Where
is Abel thy brother?"—does he humble himself?

No. He pretends that it is no business of his. He
answers, "Am I my brother's keeper?" And
when condemned and cursed by God himself, he

murmurs out, " My punishment is greater than I

can bear." In all this, he shows not the slightest

mark of godly sorrow. Still less does he show any

faith in the promised Redeemer, who pardons even

murderers, when they repent, and believe in him.

He goes away, a thoroughly wretched and accursed

man.—And how does this fugitive and A^aarabond in

the earth employ himself? All that we read con-

cerning the remainder of his days, is, that he went

into another country, and was engaged in building

cities, and minding worldly things.

What awful lessons are taught by this history !

Adam and Eve would now see what it was to have

a son " conceived in sin, and shapen in iniquity."

We, too, may here learn what it is to be self-

willed towards God, and what is the enmity of the

carnal heart against him. Here we behold the

very picture of a child of the Devil ;
full of

pride, envy, hatred, cruelty, and earthly-minded-
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36 CAIN AND ABEL.

ness. Oh, may God deliver us from these awful

passions !

Now view the end of righteous Abel. He was

barbarously cut off from the land of the living: but

he was carried by angels to rest in the bosom of

his Heavenly Father. No more does the cruel

voice of Cain grate on his ear : he entered at once

into a family where all is love. His name stands

foremost, in the noble army of martyrs : he first

was crowned in the glorious Church above. He

has, by his life and death, left us a most precious

example of faith in the Redeemer ;—a faith, which

will be celebrated from generation to generation,

world without end.

PRAYER.

O Lord, who hast revealed unto us thy Son

Jesus Christ, as the way, the truth, and the life

:

Help us to come unto thee in prayer and thanks-

giving, making mention of His name, even His

only. We have no righteousness of our own,

wherein to stand before thee : we would come,

therefore, pleading the merits of thy dear Son, and

clothed with the righteousness which is of God by

faith. And when we thus approach thee, in thine

own appointed way, grant unto us acceptance, and

life eternal, through thy well-beloved Son, Christ

Jesus.

When we are called to endure reproach or in-

jury for Christ's sake, give us grace, O Lord, to

rejoice in it, and to bear it with all long-suffering
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and meekness. Streng-then us, that we may with

constancy abide in the truth oF thy holy Gospel
;

and maintain it, if needs be, even unto death. O
fill us with the Holy Ghost and with faith, that we

may glorify Thee both in word and deed, and pa-

tiently endure whatsoever may come upon us for the

truth's sake.

Lord, restrain the malice and cruelty of those

who hate thy cause and thy people. Give peace in

our time, O Lord. Graciously protect, deliver,

and bless all those who are persecuted for righte-

ousness' sake.

Hear us, O Lord God of our salvation, for the

glory of thy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

IX.

THE FLOOD.
Genesis vi. 5—8.

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the

earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was

only evil continually.

And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth,

and it grieved him at his heart.

And the Lord said, I will destroy man, whom I have created,

from the face of the earth ; both man, and beast, and the creeping

thing, and the fowls of the air : for it repenteth me that I have

made them.

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

The world had been created, and inhabited by

mankind for more than fifteen hundred years, when

this awful judgment was executed. God, in anger,
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sent a flood of waters to destroy the whole race of

men, one family alone excepted ! Let us meditate

on this event, praying- that the Spirit of God would

fill us with humble and holy fear.

1. The reason of this judgment is here given.

It was because " God saw that the wickedness of

man was great in the earth." " All flesh had cor-

rupted his way upon the earth." "The earth was

filled with violence."

Nor was this all. Not only had sin risen to its

highest pitch, but sinners remained impenitent, and

were hardened in their guilt. Enoch, that holy

man, who " walked with God," had prophesied

that judgments were coming : but his warning was

slighted ; or rather, he was answered with hard

speeches, by the scoffers and mockers of that day.

During a hundred and twenty years,- God showed

the greatest long-suff'ering, warning them and wait-

ing to be gracious, if they would turn and repent.

Noah was a preacher of righteousness through all

that long' season of forbearance. He told them

of God's threatenings : and he preached not by

words only, but by actions also, building his ark

from day to day in the sight of God's enemies ;

nay, most probably, with the actual help of iheir

hands, while they received wages for their work-

They built the ark, and were paid for it : but they

were not saved by it : it floated on the mighty

flood of waters, a monument of their guilt. Thus,

besides all their other sins, they were guilty of un-

belief: they turned a deaf ear to the warnings of
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God, and shut their eyes to the light of" Noah's holy-

example.

Think, my friend

—

What can be done for sinners,

such as these ? And yet, think again—Are there

none like them, in our day ? Are there none who
corrupt themselves, walking after their own lusts?

Are there none, among us, making a jest of Reli-

gion? Are there none who utter hard speeches

against the godly ? Are there none who deny the

Bible, and laugh at the threatened judgments of

God ? Are there none who trample under foot the

blood of Jesus, and resist his Holy Spirit ?

Alas ! there are, we fear, many such : very many,

indeed, are they that walk in the broad road that

leadeth to destruction ! Are we come out of it ?

2. Now observe, that, when the forbearance of

God is worn out by the sin and obstinacy of the

wicked, then judgment must and will come on them.

" Though hand join in hand, yet the wicked shall

not be unpunished." " He that, being often re-

proved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be cut

off, and that without remedy." As surely as the

flood came and swept away the ungodly, so surely

shall the dreadful Day of Judgment come ; when
" the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the

nations that forget God."

Perhaps you say— "I do not see the truth of

this. Year after year, and generation after gene-

ration, I find that all things continue just as they

used to be. We cannot, indeed, help dying : but

that, I hope, is the worst : for I cannot by any
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means bring myself to believe in tbe doctrine of

hell-torments."

Such is the way, in which many persons talk and

think. The reason is, they do not like to be dis-

turbed in their sins. But will our not feeling, or

our not believing, change the purpose of God ?

Certainly not. Sinners must perish, whether they

believe it or not.

Sinners fill up their time with business and plea-

sure, in order to keep death and judgment out of

their thoughts. Thus it was in the days of Noah :

" they were eating and drinking, marrying and

giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered

into the ark ; and knew not, until the flood came and

took them all away." They " knew not :" that is,

they believed not, and therefore made no sort of

preparation for their last hour.

3. " But Noah found grace in the eyes of the

Lord." He was a holy man ; having been made
holy and separate from sinners by the grace of

God. It was God who made him to differ from

others. " He walked with God." He believed the

word of God: he feared the coming judgment : and

he obeyed the command to build an ark for the

saving of his house. In all this he was a pattern

to us, and to all mankind, even to the latest gene-

ration.

The preservation of Noah in the ark is a figure

of our salvation by Christ Jesus. Christ is our

only Ark: salvation by faith in Him we must all

accept, or we must perish. Think, O sinner, of
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the wrath of God which lieth on thee ! Thou canst

not endure that wrath : thy sins are as a hurden too

heavy for thee to bear ! Then, behold this burden

borne by Christ in his own body on the cross

—

behold thy punishment laid on him—thy debt paid

by his free grace—thy salvation bought with the

precious blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God !

If we come to Christ by faith, we shall not die in

our sins. Like Noah in the ark, we shall be safe,

while unbelievers eternally perish.

As Noah therefore prepared the ark, so should

you come to the Ark prepared for you; even Christ

Jesus. Ask of God to give you that preparation

of heart, by which you will be inclined to receive

Christ. Pray for faith, and holy fear, and power

to love and serve your Saviour : pray for per-

severance, and willingness to bear reproach for His

name's sake.—And O ! if possible, prevail on others

to enter into the same Ark with you, that they also

may be saved.

PRAYER.

O Lord, who hast provided for us in Christ

Jesus a way of life and salvation: We beseech

thee, suffer us not to live as those who know thee

not; but lead us, by thy Holy Spirit, to come

out and be separate from this present evil world.

Save us from impenitence and hardness of heart

:

quicken our steps, that we may flee unto Jesus,

who delivereth us from the wrath to come ; and

let us not perish with the multitudes that forget

God.
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O Lord God Almighty, our Saviour and our

Judge: we know neither the day nor the hour

when thou wilt come. Keep us ever watchful, and

ready for thy coming. May we always stand pre-

pared, with our loins girded about, and our lights

burning, as those who wait for their Lord.

Bless us in our endeavours to bring men to the

knowledge of salvation. If any scorn our words,

enable us still, with all gentleness and long-suffer-

ing, to entreat them, for Christ's sake, to be recon-

ciled unto thee.

Hear us, O our Heavenly Father ; and so guide

and keep us in this world, that in the last Great

Day we fail not of everlasting life. All which we

ask for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Saviour and

Redeemer. Amen.

ABEAHAM OFFERING UP ISAAC.

Genesis xxii. 1—12.

And it came to pass, after these things, that God did tempt

Abraham ; and said unto him, Abraham : and he said, Behold,

here I am.

And he said, Take now tliy son, thine only son Isaac, whom
thou lovest, and get thee into tlie land of Moriah ; and offer him

there for a burnt-offering, upon one of the mountains which I will

tell thee of.

And Abraliam rose up early in the morning, and saddled his

ass, and took two of liis young men with him, and Isaac his son,

and clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up, and went

unto the place of which God had told liim.

Then on the third day Abraham lift up his eyes, and saw the

place afar off.
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And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the

ass ; and I and the lad will go yonder and worsliip, and come

again to you.

And Abraham took tlie wood of the burnt offering, and laid it

upon Isaac his son ; and he took the tire in his hand, and a knife
;

and they went both of them together.

And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father

:

and he said. Here am I, my son. And he said. Behold, the f;re

and the wood ; but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering ?

And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb

for a burnt-offering : so they went both of them together.

And they came to the place which God had told him of : and

Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and

bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar iipon the wood.

And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to

slay his son.

And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and

said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said. Here am I.

And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou

any thing unto him : for now I know that thou fearest God, see-

ing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me.

It is said at the beginning of this chapter, that

"God did tempt Abraham:" which does not sig-

nify that He tempted him to commit sin :
" for God

cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he

any man." But it means, that God Iried him :—so

St. Paul expresses it (Hebrews xi. 17.): " By faith

Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac."

The faith and obedience of Abraham were in-

deed put to the severest trial, by this unexpected

command of God. Let us observe the circum-

stances of this history : and may the Holy Spirit

enable us to profit by it

!

1. In the first place, Abraham, the father of the
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faithful, had his failh put to a severe proof by

this trial. No doubt he fully understood that the

command came immediately from God :
" Take

now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou

lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah ; and

offer him there for a burnt-offering, upon one of

the mountains which I will tell thee of," That

voice, which formerly had promised the birth of

Isaac, was well known to Abraham : and it is the

same voice that now bids him sacrifice Isaac. He
would naturally be led to reason within himself

—

" How can this be? This beloved child is the son

of promise, in whom all the nations of the earth are

to be blessed ; and yet, I am to sacrifice hira !"

—

The apostle Paul tells us how Abraham overcame

this doubt. It was " by faith ;"—" accounting that

God was able to raise him up, even from the dead."

And his faith was so strong, that, when they drew

near to the appointed mountain, and even when

Isaac made the inquiry with touching simplicity,

" Behold the fire and the wood ; but where is the

lamb for a burnt-offering?" Abraham mildly re-

plied, " My son, God will provide himself a lamb

for a burnt- offering."

2. The obedience of Abraham was also tried by

this command. Although fully convinced in his

mind that the command came from God, yet he

might have felt unwilling to obey. He might have

said thus within himself:—"This is God's com-

mand ; but it is too severe, too hard to be obeyed !

"

Instead of believing that God still intended mercy,
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he might have felt—" I serve a hard master, who

will be content with nothing less than my dearest

child." Or he might have argued within himself

—

" What will Sarah, my wife, say ? and my servants

—and my pious friends—and my ungodly acquaint-

ance ?—and what will Isaac himself say or do, on

this trying occasion ? " All this, and much more,

might have agitated his mind, both at the first, and

during the three days they were on the journey.

Yet, he obeys. He finally lays Isaac upon the

altar ; and binds him, and stretches forth his hand,

and takes the knife to slay his son.

God having thus proved Abraham's faith and

obedience, and found his servant " not wanting,"

restrains him, by an angel's voice, from killing

Isaac; accepts another offering; and renews his

covenant of blessing, with the most solemn words

of approbation and favour :—" By myself have I

sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done

this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine

only son ; that in blessing I will bless thee, and in

multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of

the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea-

shore ; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his

enemies : and in thy seed shall all the nations of

the earth be blessed ; because thou hast obeyed my
voice."

What lessons, then, are ive to learn from this

history ?

Though not called in the same manner with

Abraham to offer a sacrifice, we may be called to
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suffer a loss; one possibly as severe as his. We
may have to part with a child, or a most beloved

relative, or some object most tendei'ly valued by
us. What, in such a case, does Abraham's example

teach us?

1. It teaches us, that in our bitterest griefs we
should exercise unshaken faith in the wisdom, love,

and goodness of our Heavenly Father. Did Abra-

ham readily offer up his only son, the son of pro-

mise ?—and shall not we submit to the appointment

of our God, who hath promised to make " all things

Work together for good to them that love Him?"
If we cannot see the hand of a gracious Father in

our heaviest trials, where is our faith ?

2. Further—The example of Abraham reminds

us of other graces which we have to exercise,

when tried by afflictions, bereavements, and losses.

Humble resignation is the grace which we are then

called to exercise. Outwardly we may seem to

have no very active duty, no very severe task to

perform—no three-days' journey—no binding of

Isaac to the altar—no stretching forth of our hand

to take the sacrificing knife. But, we have to re-

sist the inward struggles of the soul— meekly to

take up our cross day after day—to bind down our

stubborn will—to subdue the discontented affections

—to mortify our murmuring thoughts ! This is

hard work ! but it is dutiful obedience : it is humble
resignation. Thus afflictions discover how far

we can obey and submit to our Father's holy will.

Can we kiss the chastening rod ? Can we part with
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the beloved idol ? Can we give up to God our

Isaac, concerning- whom we had made to ourselves

so many fond and endearing promises ? Can

we silence our most heart-rending sorrows with

—

" It is the Lord : let Him do what seemeth him

good"? Oh, that we had more of Abraham's

spirit—the spirit of faith, obedience, and resig-

nation !

But let us compare with this touching history,

one which is far more affecting and important—the

history of the voluntary sacrifice of the Son of

God for the redemption ofmankind. Did Abraham

cheerfully proceed to offer up his only-begotten

son Isaac? Let this remind us of the amazing

love of God the Father. " He spared not his

own Son, but delivered him up for us all." Did

Isaac meekly surrender himself? Let this remind

us of our Redeemer's willingness to be made

a sacrifice for man's sin. His language, on

coming into the world for our salvation, was

—

" Lo, I come to do thy will, O my God." And

again he says, " Therefore doth my Father love

me, because I lay down my life, that I might take

it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it

down of myself I have power to lay it down, and

I have power to take it again." This story of Abra-

ham and Isaac is indeed a bright emblem of the

history of man's redemption by Christ Jesus. To
Jesus, therefore, be all glory and praise. He is our

atoning Priest, our willing sacrifice, our spotless

burnt- offering, who was wholly consumed for us.
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He suffered tlie bitter death of the cross for our

salvation. He is now ascended on high, and is

able to save to the uttermost all that come unto

God by him. To Jesus, the Son of God, be glory-

in the Church, throughout all ages, world without

end. Amen.
PRAYER.

O Lord our Heavenly Father, who sparedst not

thine own Son, but didst freely give him up for

us all : how shalt thou not with Him also freely

give us all things ? We beseech thee to endue us

with a constant and lively faith in him. Since He
died and rose again, and is set down at the right

hand of thy throne, may we ever look up to Him
as our Intercessor and Advocate with thee, and ob-

tain the petitions which we offer unto thee, in his

name.

We know not what thou mayest call us to sur-

render to thee. But we acknowledge Thee as

the rightful owner of all that we have, and are. O
fill us with thy Spirit, making us obedient to thy

commands, and resigned to thy wise and holy dis-

pensations. May we love and desire nothing so

much, as that thy will may be done, and thy name
glorified, in us and by us. And finally, O Lord,

after that we have suffered awhile, make us to be

partakers of thine eternal rest, and to sit down with

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and with all the saints

of God, in thy kingdom in heaven; there to join in

adoring the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghostj

for ever and ever. Amen.
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XI,

JACOB'S LADDER.
Genesis xxviii. 10—22.

And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran.

And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all

night, because tlie sun was set : and he took of the stones of that

place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place

to sleep.

And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and

the top of it readied to heaven ; and, behold, the angels of God

ascending and descending on it.

And, behold, tlie Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord

God of Abraham thy fatlier, and the God of Isaac : the land

whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed

:

And thy seed sliall be as the dust of the earth ; and thou shalt

spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and

to the south : and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of

the earth be blessed.

And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places

whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land : for

I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken

to thee of.

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep ; and he said, Surely the

Lord is in this place ; and I knew it not.

And he was afraid, and said. How dreadful is this place ! this

is none other but the house of God, and tliis is the gate of heaven.

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone

that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and

poured oil upon the top of it.

And he called the name of that place, Beth-el : but the name

of that city was called Luz at the first.

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying. If God will be with me, and

will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to

eat, and raiment to put on.

So that I come again to my father's house in peace ; then shall

the Lord be my God.

E
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And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's

house : and of all that thou shalt give me, I will surely give the

tenth unto thee.

We can scarcely conceive a more sad condition for

a good man to be in, than that in which Jacob was

placed. He was on a sudden under the necessity of

quitting- his home: he was lonely, with a long jour-

ney before him : his mind saddened by the remem-

brance of his own and his mother's deceit; and

haunted by the fear of his brother, who threatened

some day to murder him. At length, wearied by

the first day's travel, he lays himself down, with a

stone for his pillow, and falls asleep.

He had, indeed, one comfort ; and the consolation

was truly a holy one—the blessing of his good fa-

ther, Isaac: a blessing given before, and now more

solemnly confirmed to him upon his departure.

This furnished him with matter for prayer and

praise : and probably his evening's devotions, be-

fore he lay down, were greatly assisted by medita-

tation on this fatherly blessing.

Our waking thojights often find their way into

our dreams : but Jacob's was a special case : it

pleased God, by a miraculous vision, to raise his

heart to the highest pitch of assurance and peace.

As he slept, behold a Ladder, reaching from earth

to heaven. This signified the unceasing care of

God for his people. The angels, ascending and

descending upon the ladder, were the Ministers of

God's Providence, ministers of mercy.

By the help of a passage in St. John's Gospel,
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we learn, that it is throiigh the Mediator, Christ

Jesus, that the care of the Lord is vouchsafed to

liis children on earth. For Jesus expressly says

to Nathanael, in words plainly referring- to Jacob's

vision—" Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and

the angels of God ascending and descending upon
the Son of Man."

The Lord Jesus himself, therefore, was here pre-

sented to Jacob's faith, under the similitude of a

Ladder. For through our Redeemer it is, that we,

fallen and wretched sinners, may obtain reconci-

liation with God. Through Christ we may draw

near to our Father on high. We may, as it were,

climb up from earth to heaven, from a state of ruin

to salvation, from sin to holiness. Not only are we
permitted—we are encourag-ed, yea, commanded

—

thus to believe in Christ. And they who, in this

appointed way, draw nigh unto God, are kept by
him with the most tender, fatherly care. They may
sometimes be miserably lodged, scantily fed, sorely

persecuted, or deeply afflicted : yea, their sins may
often be visited with deserved chastisements, as

Jacob's were : still, they are bound to trust in

Jesus, and not be afraid. If they commit their ways

unto the Lord, their thoughts shall be established.

Li the lonely and dark night they shall find the

Lord to be very nigh unto them, full of grace and

pity.

Jacob had special promises that the land of

Canaan should be his—that his family should be

numerous (though as yet he was an unmarried man)

E 2



52 Jacob's ladder.

—that the Redeemer should spring from him—and

that the Lord would be with him in all places

whither he should go. We, like Jacob, have also

the promise of all real good, in and through Christ

:

the heavenly Canaan shall be ours : the presence of

the Lord, by his Spirit, shall accompany us. " He
hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee :

so that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper,

and I will not fear what man shall do unto me."

Perhaps you are poor, or desolate, or disconso-

late, or in many ways deeply afflicted. Look up-

ward, through Jesus, and behold on high the God
of Jacob. Trust Him as your God. He will send

his angels to compass you round about, to defend

you, and to minister unto you. Were you even so

destitute, so unbefriended, and so sickly, as actually

to die of disease and want; still, if you be a true

believer in Jesus, angels would immediately be in

readiness, to carry you, like Lazarus, into Abra-

ham's bosom.

O think, when you are downcast—" Assuredly I

have on high such a Friend, such a Father, as Jacob

had;— a Saviour, who loves and pities me, and who

will not suffer my soul to perish ! This is comfort

enough, in the midst of all my sufferings and

sorrows !

"

It is an awful, yet it is a blessed thing, to feel

that God is near. So Jacob felt it. He calls his

lonely resting-place, " the house of God," " the

gate of heaven." The poorest chamber, a solitary

spot in the fields, a bed of sickness or of death, has
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been to many a believer, " the gate of heaven !"

For wherever Christ is revealed to the eye of faith,

there heavenly joy opens on the soul.

Have yoa known Christ in this manner ? Have

you felt him to be precious, as the Mediator through

whom your prayers are heard and answered ? Then,

like Jacob, rise and worship Him anew; and vow,

and pay unto Him your vows. How moderate,

how humble, how simple and devout were Jacob's

petitions ! Four things he asks—The Presence of

God in his journey out: Food; Raiment; and a

Return in safety home. How large his vow—To
serve the Lord—to worship him again in that very

place— and to honour him with the tenth part of all

his substance. It is right, when we are afflicted,

that we should in a more especial manner pray and

vow unto the Lord. But, oh ! how needful is it,

that, when God has been gracious to us, we should

remember our vows ! Jacob, as the history after-

wards relates, was somewhat forgetful and negligent

of this duty. Oh may God make, and also keep us

faithful, humble, and thankful

!

PRAYER.

O Lord, who art nigh unto them that call upon

thee, to all that call upon thee in truth : Help us,

at all times and in all places, to approach thee with

lively faith, through Jesus the Mediator of the new

covenant. In him thou hast given unto us far

better promises than were enjoyed by thy servants

of old. Oh, may we ever look up to Jesus for
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grace to blot out all our sins, for wisdom to direct

our path, and for the gift of the Holy Spirit to

enlighten, sanctify, and comfort our souls, while we

are journeying through this dark and sinful world.

Deliver us, good Lord, from all those evils which

we, through our sins, most righteously have de-

served. Give us wisdom to live peaceably with all

men: and do thou make all men to be at peace

with us. Give thy holy angels charge concerning

us, to keep us in every right way wherein we go.

Yea, be Thou thyself, O God, ever with us, as thou

hast promised to be with them that love and serve

and worship Thee. Should poverty or distress be

our portion, then let thy comforts refresh our souls.

Make us rich in grace : and be Thou to us, more

than all the good which this perishing world can

bestow.

Lord, teach us to be contented with all thy dis-

pensations : and enable us to glorify thee by a holy

use of thy manifold and undeserved benefits. May
we choose Thee for our portion while we live :

and when we die, may we enter in through the

gate of the heavenly city, the Jerusalem which is

above; there to dwell and reign, together with

thy saints, in glory everlasting, through Christ our

Lord. Amen.
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JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHKEN.

Genesis xlv. 1—8.

Then Joseph conld not refrain himself before all them that

stood by him ; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me.

And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself

known unto his brethren.

And he wept aloud : and the Egyptians and the house of

Pharaoh heard.

And Joseph said unto his brethren, 1 am Joseph: doth my
father yet live ? And his brethren could not answer him : for

they were troubled at liis presence.

And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray

you : and they came near : and he said, I am Joseph your bro-

ther, whom ye sold in Egypt.

Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that

ye sold me hither ; for God did fend me before you, to preserve

life.

For these two years hath the famine been in the land : and

yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be

earing nor harvest.

And God sent me before you, to preserve you a posterity in

the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God : and he

bath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and

a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

The history of Joseph is well known to all readers

of the Bible. It is so beautifully simple, that even

children are charmed with it : and so instructive,

that the oldest and the wisest may profit by it.

In this part of the history we may learn, first,

to admire the Providence of God in taking care of

Joseph. Next, observe the merciful disposition of

this good man; in which he was a type of our
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Lord Jesus Christ. May the Lord himself be our

Teacher, that we may feel the lessons thus set be-

fore us

!

1. Observe, in the case of Joseph, the wonderful

Providence of God. Throughout the whole of his

course, those words of David are shown to be true

:

" The steps of a good man are ordered by the

Lord." Let us notice a few of his steps.

What a mournful and disastrous morning was

that on which Joseph left his father's house, to go

and seek his brethren ! His father had been over-

fond of him, and therefore his brethren hated him

;

and, as soon as they saw him coming near, plotted

his death. A solemn warning this to parents, not

to show a liking for any of their children above the

others : it only creates heart-burnings.

In what distress must Joseph have been, when
his brethren spoke of killing him : they saw the

anguish of his soul, when he besought them, but

they would not hear. Presently, in part through

a secret relenting, and partly through selfishness,

they were persuaded to spare his life, and sell him
to the Ishmaelites.

And now that he is carried down into Egypt, and

sold to a new master, and then shamefully slandered

and cast into prison, every thing, for thirteen long

and misei'able years, seems to be against him. At
length the time came that his cause was known;
and he was brought out of prison, and in a short

time made governor of all the land of Egypt.

Now began the favourable turn in his affairs.
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He had been delivered from a violent death, from

temptation to sin, and from unrighteous imprison-

ment : and he is at length made a blessing- to im-

mense multitudes, who otherwise must have perished

by famine.

All this he ascribes to God. Walking- "by-

faith," at every step he had been led by an unseen

hand. This faith he avowed : for when Pharaoh

sent for him to interpret his dream, Joseph meekly

and devoutly answered, " It is not in me : God

shall send Pharaoh an answer of peace." And here

before his brethren he declares, " So now it was

not you that sent me hither, but God."

Oh, let us learn to say, when cast into a long

course of trials—not, " All these things are against

me"—but, "We know that all things work together

for good to them that love God, to them that are

the called according to his purpose." And when

we review difficulties, and see how we have been

delivered, let us acknowledge, " Not my power,

not my skill— but thine arm, O Lord, and thy

wisdom, brought about my deliverance, because

Thou hadst a favour unto me."

Every man on earth—all families, and all nations

—should look up to God as their only sufficient

protector, and their all-wise guide. " The Lord

preserveth all them that love Him:"—words very

simple, but most encouraging to all believers !

2, In the merciful disposition of Joseph towards

his brethren, let us observe how greatly he resem-

bles our divine Redeemer, Christ Jesus.
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Joseph now had it in his power to take re-

venge upon his guilty brethren. He might starve

them, or imprison them, or order them away for

execution. Benjamin alone excepted, they richly

deserved punishment; for they had been, all but

actual murderers. Instead of this, however, his

bowels yearn over them: he weeps for joy at the

sight of them : he calls them near to him : he

entreats them to fear nothing : he forgives them :

he kisses them ; and again weeps over them. He
bids them look higher than their own sins, higher

than his own princely dignity, as high as the mercy-

seat itself, to the great God of all, their Judge and

their Redeemer.

What, my friend, do we see in this, but a picture

of what Jesus does on our behalf? This is the

very way in which He welcomes penitent, returning

sinners, though by their sins they crucified him.

Thus it is that He forgives, blots out, aad remem-

bers no more, our transgressions. Thus it is that

He bids us come near to him, that he may com-

fort us, put on us the robe of his righteousness,

and treat us as beloved brethren. He rejoices

over us, to do us good. Like Joseph's brethren,

indeed, we ought never to forget our own un-

worthiness : but, being encouraged even more than

they were, we ought never to distrust the assu-

rances of Jesus. We should cast ourselves freely

into the arms of his mercy, and accept, without the

least doubting, the abundance of His grace.

Thus let us leai'n to sing both of the providence
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of our God, and also of the loving-kindness of Jesus.

The following hymn suits both subjects.

This God is the God we adore,

Our faithful, unchangeable Friend
;

Whose love is as great as his power.

And knows neitlier measure nor end.

'Tis Jesus, the first and the last.

Whose Spirit sliall guide us safe home

:

We'll praise Him for all that is past,
^

And trust Him for all that's to come.

PRAYER.

O Lord, who never failest to help and govern

them whom thou dost bring up in thy steadfast

fear and love : Keep us, we beseech thee, under

the protection ot thy good Providence, and make

us to have a perpetual fear and love of thy holy

name. Fill us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit,

that we may be kept from sinning against thee.

Cause us to remember that thine eye is in every

place, beholding the evil and the good. Comfort

us by the assurance that thine ears are open unto

the prayers of those who ask in Thy Son's name

;

and that thou wilt withhold no good thing from

them that walk uprightly.

O Lord of Hosts, blessed is the man that trust-

eth in thee. Enable us, with unshaken faith, to

cast all our cares upon Thee, who carest for us.

Among all the changes of this mortal life, O keep

our souls in quietness and patience, looking for

thy loving-kindness and faithfulness, which thou

wilt in due time manifest to all that wait on thee.
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Remember, O Lord, the word unto thy ser-

vants, in which thou hast caused us to hope; and

answer us according to the multitude of thy mer-

cies, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Re-

deemer. Amen.

XIII.

A FATHER'S BLESSING.

Genesis xlviii. 14— 16.

And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon

Ephraim's head, who was the younger ; and his left hand upon

Manasseh's head
;
guiding his hands wittingly ; for Manasseh

was the first-born.

And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers

Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life

long unto this day,

The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads ;

and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers

Abraham and Isaac ; and let them grow into a multitude in the

midst of the earth.

When pious parents feel the day of their death

drawing nigh, they should ponder well how they

may do the most good to their children, and chil-

dren's children. A few words spoken at such a

time sink deep into the hearts of the young : they

touch bystanders also, who enjoy the privilege of

hearing the last counsel of dying saints. Thus did

Jacob bless his twelve sons, just before he died:

and some little time earlier than that, he had his

two grandchildren brought to him by their father,

the tenderly-beloved Joseph ; and he blessed them

in the words just now read to you.



GENESIS XLVIII. 14— 16. 61

Let us meditate on the thoughts suggested by

this fatherly blessing.

1. First, we see how Jacob remembers ihe Cove-

nant made by the Lord with his fathers. The Cove-

nant made with Abraham was, that in his Seed all

the nations of the earth should be blessed. This

Seed was Jesus Christ. He sprang from Abra-

ham ; and He alone is the source of all blessing

:

He is the Angel of the everlasting Covenant of

Peace between God and man. This Covenant had

been embraced and faithfully kept by Abraham and

Isaac ; and here Jacob solemnly records the fact

:

"God, before whom my fathers Abraham and

Isaac did walk."

What a blessing is it, my friend, to be descended

from pious parents aad ancestors ! Yet, even if

we have not been so remarkably favoured as Jacob,

who had a pious Abraham for his grandfather, and

a pious Isaac for his father; still we may lay claim

to the everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things

and sure, sealed with the blood of our crucified Re-

deemer. Oh let us, when we come to die, remember

Jesus Christ, who purchased our redemption with

His blood ! Let us exalt Him : let us invite our

families and our friends to trust in his Cross: let

our lips continually speak of His love ; and let

our last breath be a Hallelujah to the name of

Jesus

!

2. Next, observe how Jacob records the mercies

of his past life. Often had he been reduced to the

greatest distress, through oppression, famine, and



62 A father's blessing.

dangers of various kinds. His days had been " few

and evil." Yet the Lord had fed him all his life

long, and had redeemed him from all evil. We,
in like manner, ought to call to mind our many
past mercies, that we may encourage those who
come after, to trust in the Lord ; even in Him who
hath promised, " I will never leave thee, nor for-

sake thee."—Jacob refers also to our Lord Jesus

Christ, when he says, " The Angel which redeemed

me from all evil." What a comfort, to be able to

think and speak of a Redeemer, in a dying hour !

To whom shall we commend our children and our

dearest friends, but to Jesus, the All-sufficient, the

never-failing Helper, Rock, and Refuge of our

souls ?

3. Then comes ihe solemn benediction :—Oh may
this Angel of the Covenant, the faithful Redeemer
of my soul, "bless the lads." Words, few and

simple
; yet most tender, weighty, and expressive !

It was not a mere common way of speaking, when
the venerable saint said, " Bless the lads !" Many
say, " God bless you," almost without a thought.

Not so Jacob. Methinks, as the old man pro-

nounced those words over his two granchildren,

the grace of God must have touched their souls

like a magnet, drawing them heavenward.—Jacob
seems to say to them, " Look up, beloved youths

;

yes, look upward to our Great Redeemer, the

Author and Finisher of our faith ! He has been

my Comforter ; may He be yours ! His blessing

abide with both of you now and for ever !"
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He declares, also, that liis own name, and the

names of" his fathers, Ahrahain and Isaac, shall be

named on these, his two jj'randchihh'en : and he

prophesies that they shall grow into a multitude

in the midst of the earth. Thns wovild the pro-

mises made to Abraham be fulfilled, that his seed

should be " as the stars of heaven for multitude."

Such is the manner in which the dying Patriarch

blesses his sou's children. Let us learn from his

example, how to bid a last farewell, profitably,

to those whom we love.— O my friend, life is

short, and death is di-awing nearer every hour.

Let us look round on the circle of our relatives,

and let our love for them be sanctified by the

spirit of prayer ! Let us entreat God to bestow

on every one of them His saving grace ! Then, as

we depart this life, we may say to them—" 1 have

often prayed for you, dear friends, while I was in

health : and now, that I feel myself to be dying,

my chief comfort on your behalf, is, still to pray

for you. Oh let me, with my latest breath, com-

mend you to God, and to the word of His grace
;

which is able to build you up, and to give you an

inheritance among- all them that are sanctified !

"

PRAYER.

Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all

generations. Thy saints have put their trust under

the shadow of thy wings, and have found rest and

safety in thee. Thou hast taught them from their

youth, and even to hoar hairs thou hast carried
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them. Thou pardonest all our iniquities through

the atoning blood of Jesus. Thou renewest thine

image in the soul of every believer : and thou

freely givest thy Holy Spirit to them that ask

thee.

Be thou, Lord, a protector, a guide and com-

forter to us, as thou hast been to thy servants of

old. Feed us with food convenient for us: be

with us in the way wherein we go : deliver us from

all evil : shine upon us with the light of thy

countenance ; and give unto us the joys of thy

salvation.

Cause the blessings of the everlasting Covenant

to descend, O Lord, and rest upon children, and

children's children, even throughout all genera-

tions. Pour thy Spirit upon the offspring of thy

faithful servants ; that they may spring up as

fruitful trees, the planting of the Lord, that

thou mayest be glorified. Incline their hearts to

love and serve thee. Let one say, I am the Lord's
;

and another call himself by the name of Jacob

;

and another subscribe with his hand unto the Lord,

and surname himself by the name of Israel. Bless

them, O Lord, and make them a blessing: and

grant that there may never be wanting a seed to

serve thee on earth. And, finally, gather thy

faithful children together in one, to surround thy

throne of glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord

and our Redeemer. Amen.
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XIV.

THE LAST FAREWELL.
Genesis xlix. 33.

And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he

gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and

was gathered unto his people.

The life of Jacob was marked by many chang-es.

His dwelling-place on earth was very unsettled,

and he seems like a man that, at one spot or

another, was perpetually bidding Farewell. His

heart, however, was fixed ;—it was securely fixed

on his Covenant God and Saviour. As he draws

nearer to his end, he manifests the greatest assu-

rance of faith. We here see him, on his death-bed,

with his twelve sons gathered round him to receive

his blessing; while he, holy man, pauses a moment
in the middle of his address to them, that he

may utter those memorable words—" I have waited

for thy salvation, O Lord."

Let us go briefly through his history, regarding

it as a continual series of separations : noticing

how frequently he had to take leave, first of one

place or person, then of another; closing with his

last Farewell.

1. First, he quitted home (Genesis xxvii. 41

—

45), being sent away, because his mother feared

lest Esau, his brother, should perform a threat of

murdering Jacob. This was a season of deep dis-

grace, alarm, and grief. He had deceived his fa-

ther, and supplanted his brother : and now he parts

F
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from home under conscious guilt. His mother

bids him—" Flee to Haran, and tarry there a few

days." Alas ! it proved an absence of more than

twenty years ; and we do not read that he ever

saw his mother again.

2. The second parting was, when he fled from

Laban : (Genesis xxxi. 17— 24.) In this instance, it

was not with Jacob that the fault lay. His father-

in-law, Laban, was a selfish, unreasonable man ; and

had oppressed him and his family. Jacob fled from

him, was pursued, and overtaken: but God, in a

night-vision, spake to Laban, and restrained him

from hurting his son-in-law;— so that the next

morning they parted as friends.

3. The next was a politic separation : (Genesis

xxxiii. 16, 17.) After an absence of above twenty

years, he again saw his brother Esau; who came

to meet him with four hundred armed men; so

that Jacob had good cause to feai*, lest now, at

length, his brother should cut him off. But, in

answer to Jacob's prayer, the Lord softened the

cruel heart of Esau. They met as friends ; but

only for one day : for on the day following, Jacob

quietly departed ; being fearful, perhaps, lest his

brother's friendship should not last very long.

For it is most true, " A brother offended is harder

to be won than a city that hath bars and bolts."

And when he is won, still great caution is neces-

sary afterwards, lest new offences should arise.

4. Jacob's next remarkable move was from She-

chem, in terror and family-disgrace ; his daughter
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Dinali having been shamefnlly treated, and his

two sons, Simeon and Levi, having wreaked their

vengeance by murdering all the men of that city.

And now it is that Jacob is reminded of his pro-

mises to God, made well nigh thirty years before
;

and goes to Bethel, to perform his solemn vow :

(Genesis xxxv. 1.)

5. Soon after, there was a parting with an aged

nurse, Deborah : (Genesis xxxv. 8.) As the Holy

Spirit has caused this simple event to be recorded,

it is probable that there was something peculiarly

excellent in the character of this good old domestic.

Aged servants, who have kept their proper place in

the family, and have served well, are indeed truly

valuable, and worthy of much honour. Deborah

was buried under an oak ; and they lamented for

her, and called the name of the place Allon-bachuth

:

that is, ' The oak of weeping.'

6. A very bitter parting was the next, when

.lacob was bereft of his beloved wife, Rachel

:

(Genesis xxxv. 16—20.) It was a farewell, too, at

a very short warning ; for she died in child-birth.

This stroke cut deep indeed ! Perhaps the wound

was never quite healed: for not long before his

own death, as he was speaking to his son Joseph

on family-matters, Jacob could not help sighing out

—" As for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel

died by me in the land of Canaan in the way,

when yet there was but a little way to come unto

Ephrath : and 1 buried her there, in the way of

Ephrath ; the same is Bethlehem."

F 2
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7. After this, there was a parting with his aged

father, Isaac : (Genesis xxxv. 27—29.) " His sons,

Esau and Jacob, buried hira." The last time that

these two sons had together been with their father,

was probably more than forty years before; on

the day when Jacob had deceived his father, and

had thereby supplanted and enraged his brother

Esau. It is true, Esau had been reconciled to

him more than half that space of time. But, oh !

what bitter, what humbling recollections must have

rushed into Jacob's mind, while attending, with

Esau, the funeral of their father !

8. And now comes a heavy blow on Jacob's fond

and fatherly heart. He sends his favourite son,

Joseph, into the country, to seek for his brethren.

They seize him ; sell him ; and then bring back a

false story to their father, which leaves his mind

under the full impression that Joseph had been

devoured by a wild beast ! Cruel brothers ! deceit-

ful sons ! And yet deceit had been the early crime

of Jacob too. As he had sinned to his father, in

like manner do his sons, by lying, now sin against

him. Jacob refuses to be comforted. He cries,

" I will go down into the grave unto my son,

mourning." " Thus his father wept for him."

—

This was indeed a sudden and a tremendous sepa-

ration ! (Genesis xxxvii. 35.)

9. After many years, Jacob is forced to part with

nearly all his family. This famine was sore in the

land of Canaan, where he dwelt ; and he must

needs send all his sons, save one, to go down into
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Egypt to buy corn: as lie piteously says, "That we

may live, and not die : " (Genesis xlii. 2.)

10. Next came, sore against his will, the neces-

sity for parting- with Benjamin. He argued, and

struggled hard against this necessity; but could

not help himself: (Genesis xlviii. 11— 14.) At last

he yields : but adds this tender, fatherly prayer :

—

" And God Almighty give you mercy before the

man, that he may send away your other brother,

and Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my children, I

am bereaved !"—His lamentation showed weakness

of spirits : but his petition is a model for us, should

we be constrained at any time to part with our

children under trying circumstances.

11. In the next instance, we find Jacob breaking

up his whole family- establishment at once; leaving

Canaan, the land of promise ; and going down into

Egypt with all his household. Affairs had taken a

most surprising turn. Joseph, his son, is yet alive :

and Jacob is invited to come and spend the re-

mainder of his days with this beloved son, now

governor of all the land of Egypt. Having per-

formed a solemn " sacrifice unto the God of his

father Isaac," he departs with a glad heart to Joseph

in Egypt: (Genesis xlvi. 1— 7.)

12. At length, his life drawing to a close, he

bids a more private, personal adieu to Joseph and

his two sons: (Genesis xlvii. 27— 31. and xlviii.)

On this occasion he charges his son to carry his

bones to the cave of Machpelah, the burying-place

of Abraham and Isaac. His very bones refuse
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to rest in heathenish Egypt, and seek repose in

Canaan. This was a token of his confidence that

his seed should, in God's good time, possess the

promised inheritance. On the same occasion, he

blesses his grandchildren, Ephraim and Manasseh,

in words which cannot be read without tears; at

least by those who have shared in any measure the

experience of Jacob. " God, before whom my
fathers, Abraham and Isaac, did walk; the God
which fed me all my life long unto this day; the

Angel which relieved me from all evil, bless the
lads!"

13. Yet further, there is his dying Farewell to

his twelve sons, assembled round his bed. In

these his last words we find weighty reproof united

with tender affection. He mingles great prophe-

cies with earnest prayers and blessings. To the

very last he reminds them of their covenanted

interest in Canaan : (Genesis xlix.)

14. Finally, observe his Farewell to life itself.

Ere he gives up the ghost, he proclaims that he

has hope in his death. " I have waited for thy

salvation, O Lord." Like his grandfather Abra-

ham, he beholds from afar off the day of Christ

:

" He saw it, and was glad." Now nothing remains

for him, but to gather up his feet into the bed, while

his spirit departs to dwell for ever with the Lord.

Thus the Patriarch takes his last earthly leave :

—

" Farewell, my sons, and all my children's chil-

dren ! Farewell, vain, disappointing world ! Fare-

well, thou Church of God on earth ! Farewell,
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but not for ever ! Let us meet again as glorified

saints in the everlasting Canaan above ; where

there shall be no more sin; no more deceit or vio-

lence ; no more want or famine ; no more anguish

of heart or pain of body ; no more parting tears
;

no pillar at Rachel's tomb ; no grave at Machpelah I

There we shall all form one blessed, inseparable

family ; dwelling in light and love and joy, in the

presence of our Redeemer, for ever !

"

PRAYER.

Almighty and Ever-living God, who dost make

all things work together for good to them that

love thee : Enable us, by the power of the Holy

Spirit, to die to the world, and live to thy honour

and glory. We confess that we are strangers and

pilgrims on the earth : oh, may we desire a better

country, even an heavenly ! Endue us with a spirit

of strong and lively faith, that we may discern

between things temporal and things eternal, and

never be moved away from the hope of the Gospel.

Whatever changes or afflictions may befal us, may
they help us in pressing forward to our future inhe-

ritance in heaven. Cause us to set our affection con-

stantly on things above, not on things on the earth.

Pardon, good Lord, the many and grievous sins

which we have committed against thee, by thought,

word, and deed. In every affair of life wherein we

have been engaged, and in every place where we

have dwelt or visited, some spot of guilt has been

upon us; and our very services to thee have been
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stained with much evil. Our corruptions have

many times prevailed against us: our infirmities

have bowed us down: our iniquities throughout

our whole pilgrimage testify against us. Lord,

we humble ourselves before thee. But we bless

thy name, that we have a merciful High Priest,

even our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the same

yesterday, to-day, and for ever ; and we plead his

precious blood, which was shed for the remission of

sin. Blot out our transgressions for His sake ; and

our iniquities do thou remember no more.

Prepare us. Lord, for a dying hour. Dispose us

meekly to resign into thy hands whatever we have

in this world. When heart and flesh faileth, be

thou the strength of our heart, and our portion

for ever. And may we, in departing this life, par-

take abimdantly of that everlasting consolation, and

that good hope through grace, which thou hast

prepared for all them that wait on thee. We ask

it, through Jesus Christ, our Strength and our

Redeemer. Amen.

XV.
THE PASSOVER.

Exodus xii. 3—14. and 21—30.

Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the

tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a

lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house

:

And if the household be too little for tlie lamb, let him and liis

neiglibour next unto his liouse take it, according to tlie number

of the souls ; every man according to his eating shall make your

count for the lamb.
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Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year :

ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats

:

And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same

month : and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel

sluiU kill it in the evening.

And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side

posts, and on the upper door-post of the houses wherein they

sliall eat it.

And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and

unleavened bread ; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.

Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast

witli fire ; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance

thereof.

And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning ; and

that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with

fire.

And thus shall ye eat it ; with your loins girded, your shoes

on your feet, and your staff in your hand ; and ye shall eat it in

haste : it is the Lord's passover.

For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will

smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast

;

and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment : I am

the Lord.

And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses

where ye are : and when I see the blood, I will pass over you,

and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I

smite the land of Egypt.

And this day shall be unto you for a memorial ; and ye shall

keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your generations : ye shall

keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.

* * * * *

Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto

them. Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families,

and kill the passover.

And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood

that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side-posts

with the blood that is in the bason : and none of you shall go out

at the door of his house until the morning,

For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians ; and
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when lie seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side-

posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not suffer the

destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.

And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and

to thy sons for ever.

And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the land which

the Lord will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye

shaU keep this service.

And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto

you, What mean ye by this service ?

That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's passover,

who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,

when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And

the people bowed the head and worshipped.

And the children of Israel went away, and did as the Lord

had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they.

And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the

firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that

sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the

dungeon ; and all the firstborn of cattle.

And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants, and

all the Egyptians ; and there was a great cry in Egypt : for there

was not a house where there was not one dead.

We have in this part of the Sacred History various

important lessons. In the destruction of so many

Egyptians, we behold a sure proof that sin will be

avenged by an angry God : while the history of the

Israelites under Moses, their deliverer, warrants

us to expect the salvation of all who believe and

obey the word of God. More especially, the

appointment of the Passover gives us a lively em-

blem of the atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ,

through which our salvation is obtained. May the

grace of Christ our Saviour be with us, while me-

ditating on these subjects !
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1. The ungodly, continuino- impenitent till death,

cannot escape destruction. They die in their sins :

consequently, there is no hope for them beyond the

grave.

For the most part, however, the ruin of" sinners

does not come till they have had many warnings.

Pharaoh and the Egyptians had already suffered

nine plagues, before this dreadful visitation, of the

death of all their first-born. Besides suffering

not fewer than ten plagues, they had also heard

many plain warnings from God, by the voice of

Moses and Aaron: moreover, they had experi-

enced repeated deliverances, as often as Moses in-

terceded for them. Still they refused to obey

:

still Pharaoh replied, " I know not the Lord,

neither will I hearken unto his voice."—Even after

all this, and when Israel had escaped from Egypt,

Pharaoh was determined once more to wage war

with God and his people. It ended in his final

ruin ; he and his army being swallowed up in the

depths of the sea. " They sank into the bottom, as

a stone." When sinners dare to fight against God,

most assuredly God will show himself Master in

the end.

Think, O sinner ! madly rushing forward in

thine iniquities ! what wilt thou do in the end

thereof? Art thou stronger than God? or do his

threatenings of vengeance mean nothing? Art

thou determined, after thy hardness and impeni-

tent heart, to treasure up unto thyself wrath against

the day of wrath? Despisest thou the riches of
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his goodness and forbearance and long-suffering ?

Knowest thou not, that the goodness of God calleth

thee to repentance ? O beware, lest that sentence

come upon thee, " He that, being often reproved,

hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be cut off,

and that without remedy !

"

2. But, blessed be God ! there is a way of salva-

tion for those who are willing to accept it : and of

this we have a most lively emblem, in the account

of the Passover. Let us observe the various parti-

culars of this account.

—The lamb to be sacrificed in every family, was

intended to prefigure Jesus : for He is the Lamb of

God, that taketh away the sins of the world.

—This lamb was to be perfect, and without

blemish : so was Jesus perfectly holy, harmless, and

undefiled, altogether " without sin."

—As the lamb was solemnly to be slain ; so also

was Jesus to die : and for our sins He did die, even

the bitter death of the Cross.

—The lamb was to be eaten with bitter herbs

:

denoting, that we should be filled with bitter grief

for sin, while feeding on Christ in our hearts by a

lively faith. Thus, although mourning, we shall

be nourished, strengthened and comforted, with

all the blessings of his salvation.

— And as the blood ofthe lamb was to be sprinkled

on the door-posts of the houses of the Israelites,

in order that the destroying Angel might not smite

any one of God's people ; so is the atoning blood of

Jesus to be sprinkled upon our consciences, that
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we may obtain remission of our sins, and delive-

rance from wrath, throueh him.

—We may further notice the circumstance, that

the Israelites were to eat the lamb in haste, with

their loins girt, and their shoes on their feet. The
reason was, they were to be ready to depart that

very night, at a moment's warning. This is in-

tended to represent the eagerness and despatch

with which a Christian should shake oft' the yoke

of sin, and break away from the bondage of Satan.

He should also stand ready to leave this wicked

world ; which is to him what the land of Egypt was

to Israel. A true Christian desires complete re-

demption : he longs for the Canaan above : he is in

haste to be gone : he only waits for the voice of

his Saviour, bidding him " Come." He stands

with his loins girt, and his light burning. His

aft"ections are already set off, and have reached

heaven before him.

Those of the Israelites who believed the word

of tlie Lord by Moses, obeyed. Was there a

single soul among them, you ask, who dared to

disobey ? No, none that we read of. If there

were any such, no doubt their families, as well

as the Egyptians, were visited that night by the

destroying Angel.

But there are many among us—awful to think !

—

who hear the message of reconciliation through

Christ Jesus, and yet disbelieve and reject it.

Ask your own conscience, my friend, whether you

be of that number ? Do you still live on, care-
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less, and disobedient to the Saviour of your soul ?

or have you come to him, mourning- for sin, for-

saking sin, seeking and finding pardon and peace

through faith in Jesus, and striving to live to his

glory ?

The night of the Passover, as Moses declares,

was " a night to be much observed unto the Lord."

It was, in fact, kept in remembrance, even to the

very time of our Blessed Lord's crucifixion. But

the death of Jesus on the Cross is what Christians

are bound chiefly to hold in affectionate remem-

brance. " Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for

us : therefore let us keep the feast."

Nor has our Lord left us without some solemn

memorial of his death. The Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper is celebrated iu the Church, for this

very end. If it be asked of us, as of the successive

generations of Israel, " What mean ye by this ser-

vice?" our plain answer is, This sacred rite Jesus

himself appointed, on the same night that he was

betrayed ; saying, " Do this in remembrance of

me." " As oft, therefore, as we eat that bread

and drink that cup, we do show the Lord's death

till He come."

Hasten therefore, my friend, to Jesus, your Re-

deemer. Believe in him for salvation. By faith

receive the sprinkling of his precious blood upon

your soul. Present yourself a living sacrifice to

him, and serve him in all holy obedience. Quit

the ungodly, that you may not perish with them.

And, whenever you come to the Table of the
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Lord, to celebrate the great love of Jesus in dying-

for you, let your heart be broken afresh for sin

:

then shall your faith be strengthened
;
your vows

and resolutions shall be confirmed
;
yea, your whole

soul shall be infianied and tilled with love to Him,
who hath loved us, and hath given himself for us,

and hath washed us from our sins in his own
blood ! Amen.

PRAYER.

O Lord God Almighty, who hast revealed thy

wrath against all ung^odliness and unrighteousness

of men : Give us grace to tremble at thy judgments,

and to serve thee acceptably, with reverence and

godly fear. O gather not our souls with sinners.

Cause us with fear and trembling to come out, and

separate ourselves from their company, lest we
perish with them eternally.

We thank thee for having made known to us the

way of salvation, through thy Son Jesus Christ.

Teach and incline our hearts, by thy Holy Spirit,

to believe in Jesus our Lord unto life eternal. For

he is the very Paschal Lamb which was slain, to

take away all sin. Lead us to mourn over those

iniquities, for which he died ; and to look unto him,

and be saved. Sprinkle on our consciences his

most precious blood; that, being justified by faith,

we may have peace with thee, through Him.

Lord, establish thy servants with grace. Accept

our petitions, when we call upon thee in the name
of Christ. Shed abroad in our hearts the love of
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our adorable Saviour. May we go forth to his

service, armed with his streng-th. Enable us, in the

power of the Spirit, to tread down all our enemies.

Give us victory over the world, the flesh, and the

devil : and being kept faithful unto death, may we
be received into thy heavenly kingdom, for the

sake of the same thy son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

XVI.

THE PILLAR OF A CLOUD AND OF FIRE.

Exodus xiii. 21, 22.

And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud,

to lead them the way ; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give

them light ; to go by day and night

:

He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar

of fire by night, from before the people.

Among the many mii-acles wrought by God on be-

half of the Israelites, not one was more remarkable

than this manifestation of his presence, in the pillar

of a cloud and of fire.

Nor only at the beginning of their journey were

they thus guided and protected : all through their

sojourn in the wilderness, for the space of forty

years, they enjoyed this great privilege. Let us

consider the several uses of this miracle.

\. First, it was a Token of the Lord's Covenant

with Israel.—The promises of that Covenant had

been made to Abraham more than four hundred

years before. They had never been forgotten by

God, during all the sufferings of the Israelites in
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Egypt; foz* when the time of" their deliverance had

arrived, it is said, that " God heard their groaning,

and God remembered his Covenant with Abraham,

with Isaac, and with Jacob." As soon, therefore,

as the Israelites were brought out of Egypt, they

were signally acknowledged as his peculiar people.

Thus St. Paul describes their situation : " All our

fathers were nnder the cloud, and all passed through

the sea : and were all baptized nnto Moses in the

cloud and in the sea :" (1 Cor. x. 1, 2.) They were

all solemnly reminded of the Covenant, by this mi-

raculous token of God's presence with his servant

Moses, and with them.

2. The Pillar was also a Guide to them.—Very-

remarkable is the fact, as stated in the last chap-

ter of Exodus :
" When the cloud was taken up

from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel

w^ent onward in all their journeys: but if the cloud

were not taken up, then they journeyed not, till

the day that it was taken up." Thus, whether

the cloud tarried a few days, or many days, or

a month, or a year, it was their constant guide.

When it rested, they rested : when it moved, they

moved.

3. It was also their Security.—This was remark-

ably the case during their passage through the Red
Sea. On that occasion, when Pharaoh and his army
were closely pursuing them, it is related, that " the

pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and

stood behind them. And it came between the camp

of the Egyptians, and the camp of Israel : and it

6
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was a cloud of darkness to them, but gave light by

night to these : so that the one came not near the

other all the night
:

" (Exodus xiv. 19, 20.) Their

safety may be inferred from the prayer of Moses

:

for whenever the moving of the cloud gave them

the order for marching, Moses pronounced these

solemn words: " Rise up, Lord, and let thine ene-

mies be scattered ; and let them that hate thee, flee

before thee. And when it rested, he said, Return,

O Lord, unto the many thousands of Israel:" (Num.

X. 35, 36.) Thus would they be protected, in an-

swer to prayer.

4. This continued miracle was also well suited to

give them Comfort.—As they passed over burning-

sands by day, the cloud would shelter them from

the sun's overpowering heat : while, in the night,

the pillar of fire would cheer them with its mild

and pleasant glow. The feeling of God's presence,

also, is always a comfort to his people.

5. The occasional withdrawing of this miracle

would also convey a Rebuke to the Israelites ;
" for

with many of them God was not well pleased."

Thus, after the people had sinned in worshipping

the golden calf, Moses took the tabernacle, and

pitched it without the camp, " afar off from the

camp." When he entered the tabernacle, " the

cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of

the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses :"

(Exodus xxxiii. 9.) The pillar must have quitted

the camp, thus to descend upon the tabernacle at

a distance. The people, perceiving that the Lord
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was witli IMoses, and that He had departed from

them, " rose up, and worshipped, every man in his

tent-door." They acknowledged the rebuke, and

humbled themselves.—On another occasion, when
a party of the Israelites determined to go forth to

battle contrary to the Lord's command, Moses
protested to them, saying, " It shall not prosper.

Go not up ; for the Lord is not among you."

There was no prayer to bless them : nor can we
suppose that they were guided by the pillar of a

cloud. So they were smitten before their enemies.

(See also Miriam's case, Numbers xii. 10.)

" Have we "—you will now be ready to ask

—

" any guidance similar to this, in our journeying

through the wilderness of life?" Yes, we have.

A miraculous guide, indeed, we have not : but the

Lord has given us what is abundantly sufficient for

us, in all our ignorance, wants, and helplessness.

We have the word of God to teach us ; the Spirit

of Christ to lead us; the arm of the Almighty to

protect us; and the Providence of God, sometimes

opening the way, at other times closing it : so that,

if we wait upon him in believing prayer, and accept

the helps which he offers us, we shall not be suf-

fered greatly to err. If at any time we do miss

our way, it proves that we have been negligent in

using the means of grace, and have not faithfully

hearkened to the voice of the Spirit. If we con-

tinue stedfast in God's covenant, he will be true

to his promises. Jesus, the Mediator of the New
Covenant, will guide, comfort, and defend every

G 2
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one of his people :—and when we decline from him,

he will manifest his love by rebuking us. Never
will he leave his believing servants : they shall

enter the heavenly Canaan ; there to dwell in his

presence for ever. " For the Lord God is a Sun
and a Shield : the Lord will give grace.and glory

:

no good thing will he withhold from them that

walk uprightly." " Thou shalt guide me with thy

counsel, and afterward receive me to glory."

PRAYER.

O Lord, who hast given unto us thy holy word,

to be a light to our feet and a lantern unto our

path : Grant to us also the gift of thy Holy Spirit,

which thou hast promised to give to them that ask

thee. Comfort us with the ;tokens of thy presence.

Lift up upon us the light of thy countenance. Pro-

tect us from every evil and from every danger.

Let thy voice be heard continually near us, saying,

This is the way, walk in it : and suffer us not to

turn aside, to the right hand or to the left.

Thou hast declared, O Lord, that as many as

thou lovest, thou dost rebuke. Cause vis to receive

thy chastisements with all humility ; and to learn,

by them, what is thy will concerning us. And,

Lord, increase our faith : that looking up to thee

for wisdom to direct our paths, we may go forward

with assurance and hope; and may so pass through

our earthly pilgrimage, that finally we may attain

thy heavenly rest and glory, through Jesus Christ,

our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen.
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XVII.

THE MANNA.

Exodus xvi. 11—30.

And the Lord spake unto INIoses, saying,

I have heard tlie murmurings of the children of Israel : speak

unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in tlie morning

ye shall be filled with bread ; and ye shall know that I am the

Lord your God.

And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and

covered the camp : and in the morning the dew lay round about

the host.

And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face

of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the

hoar frost on the groiind.

And when the cliildren of Israel saw it, they said one to ano-

tlier, It is Manna : for they wist not what it was. And Moses said

unto them, This is the bread which the Lord hath given you to eat.

This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded, Gather of

it every man according to his eating, an omer for every man,

according to the number of your persons : take ye every man for

them whicli are in his tents.

And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more,

some less.

And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered

much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack

:

they gathered every man according to his eating.

And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning.

Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses ; but some of

them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank

:

and Moses was wroth with them.

And they gathered it every morning, every man according to

his eating : and when the sun waxed hot, it melted.

And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice

as much bread, two oaiers for one man : and all the rulers of the

congregation came and told Moses.
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And he said unto them, This is tliat which the Lord hath said,

To-morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the Lord : bake

that which ye will bake to-day, and seethe that ye will seethe

;

and that which remaineth over lay up for you, to be kept until

the morning.

And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade : and it

did not stink, neither was there any worm therein.

And Moses said, Eat that to-day ; for to-day is a sabbath unto

the Lord : to-day ye shall not find it in the field.

Six days ye shall gather it ; but on the seventh day, which is

the sabbath, in it there shall be none.

And it came to pass, that there went out some of the peeple

on the seventh day for to gather, and they found none.

And the Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep

my commandments and my laws ?

See, for that the Lord hath given you the sabbath, therefore he

giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days : abide ye every

man in his place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.

So the people rested on the seventh day.

Considering that multitudes of tlie Israelites

were ungodly, we cannot wonder that they broke

out into loud complaints, as soon as they suffered

hunger. But as they murmured, so are we prone

to complain, when want and affliction come upon

us. Our hearts are not better than theirs: our

murmurings are frequently as loud ; and, like them,

we sometimes cry out, even against the Lord,

God was pleased to hearken to the cry of the

Israelites on this occasion; and by a miracle he

sent them food from heaven :—first, quails ; and

then the Manna.

Several useful lessons are taught us by this

history. Let us pray to God to give us all the

instruction and all the comfort designed by it.
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1. The first thin^ taught us, is, a humbling lesson

concerning our Unbelief. We naturally distrust

God. Though he has fed us all our life long to

this day, yet, the moment trials come upon us, we

quickly lose sight of his past mercies, and give way

to the gloomy fear, that God has forgotten to be

gracious.

2. Nor is this the whole of the evil in our hearts.

We wish to be independent—or, at least, to feel and

fancy ourselves independent—even of God himself.

This is the secret cause, why men desire riches, and

dread poverty. They would have goods laid up for

years to come : they cannot bear to be held down

to the petition, " Give us this day our daily bread."

3. Another affecting lesson to be learnt from the

history of the Manna, is, that we are too much in-

clined to long for what are called the good things

of the world. We wish to have dainties : and when

we have them not, we pine after them. Thus the

children of Israel spoke out their mind plainly,

when they murmured after the good things of

Egypt :
" There," say they, " we sat by the Hesh-

pots, and did eat bread to the full." What they

said in words, every carnal heart feels.

These three sins—a spirit of Unbelief, a spirit

of Independence, and a spii'it of Self-indulgence

—

are very deeply seated in the human heart. Have

you never felt them ? Do they not spring up, by

turns, again and again ? Are you not, perhaps, at

this very time, yielding to them?

4. But there is another, and a very cheering
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lesson, to be learned from this story. It is—that

the Lord will not fail to supply the wants of his

believing people. They ought to rest contented

and happy in that assurance felt by David, " The

Lord is ray shepherd : I shall not want."—Moses

reminded the Israelites of this, forty years after-

wards. He says, " The Lord suffered thee to

hunger." But then the Lord, after that they had

endured hunger, supplied their need. Many are

ready to cry out, when in want or pain, " Who is

there to pity me ?" Why, if thou art a believer in

Christ, then Christ pities thee ! You ask—" But

why does he suffer me to hunger?" The answer

is plain—To make thee look to Him more and

more : to prove thy faith : and, most assuredly, to

do thee good at thy latter end.

Yes, my friend ; we are so used to the " daily

bread" which God gives us, that vve forget his

power, his bounty, and his great patience towards

us. Were it not for his goodness, the food we eat

would give us no nourishment; and the medicine

we sometimes take, would do us no good. Our life

and health entirely depend on God's word, each

moment. Oh, let us pray for faith in his love, and

for thankfulness on the remembrance of his many

mercies to us unworthy and perishing sinners.

5. Let me add a further observation on this

miraculous supply.—How beautifully does this story

remind us of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is our

Manna. We read in St. John's Gospel, chapter

vi. 48, that Jesus calls himself the Bread of Life.
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Tlie Jews had Leeii talking and disputing with

him, " saying, Our fathers did eat Manna in the

desert;"— meaning thereby to ask, "And what

miracle canst ihoii show?" Jesus immediately

answers, " The bread of God is He which came

down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

I am the bread of life : he that cometh unto me
shall never hunger ; and he that believeth on me,

shall never thirst."

My friend, seek to obtain a living faith in Christ,

and lot your soul feed on him, as your daily bread.

Then will He be with you, by his Spirit, all through

the wilderness of this world: and hereafter he will

fill you with the treasures of the heavenly Canaan,

treasures abundant and unfailing, for ever.

Some useful remarks might be made on other

parts of this story :—especially. Observe the greedi-

ness with which some gathered for two days instead

of one, and the way in which they were punished :

their overplus putrified and stank. And so it is with

those who heap up treasures for themselves, and are

not rich towards God, nor bountiful to the poor :

—

their wealth is often their ruin and their shame, in

the end.

Note also the disappointment of those, who went

out to gather on the sabbath-day, "and found none."

There is no blessing upon work done at forbidden

times. The Lord's Day is to be sanctified. There

are six days in which men ought to work : during

these we may expect a blessing on the labour of
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our hands. Body and soul both need the holy rest

of the Lord's Day.

But, in one word, let me exhort you—Live by
faith in Christ ! Then, all will ^o on well. Even if

you suffer hardships, you are no worse off than

Jesus was. Remember his words—" Foxes have

holes, and birds of the air have nests ; but the Son
of Man hath not where to lay his head."

PRAYER.

O Lord God, the Creator and Preserver of all

mankind : In thee we live, and move, and have our

being-. The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou

givest them their meat in due season. Cause us

to feel our constant dependence on thee. Feed

us with food convenient for us. When we have a

sufficiency of all things, may we, with all modera-

tion, use this world as not abusing it. If we are

called to suffer adversity, lead us, as poor and needy

and unworthy creatures, to cast all our care upon

thee, who carest for us. Teach us, heavenly Father,

in whatsoever state we are, therewith to be content.

Blessed be thou, O Lord, who dost never dis-

appoint the souls that hunger and thirst after right-

eousness. In thy dear Son thou hast g^iven unto

us living bread, and waters of salvation that fail

not. Blessed be thou, O Lord Jesu, who hast gra-

ciously condescended to offer unto us thy flesh,

which is meat indeed ; and thy blood, which is

drink indeed. Blessed be thou, O Holy Spirit,

who dost give life and power to the word of grace,
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and to all the ordinances of the Gospel, that by

them the people of the Lord may be strengthened

and refreshed, in their journeying" through this

great wilderness. Whatever want our bodies may
suffer, Lord, let our souls be tilled with the good

things which minister unto salvation. Satisfy us

with thy mercy in Christ. Evermore give us this

Bread. Make us rich in faith, and heirs of the

kingdom which thou hast promised to them that

love thee, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

XVIII.

WATER FROM THE ROCK.

Exodus xvii. 1— 7.

And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed

from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the

commandment of the Lord, and pitched in Rephidim : and there

was no water for the people to drink.

Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give

us water, that we may drink. And Moses said unto them. Why
chide ye with me ? wherefore do ye tempt the Lord ?

And the people thirsted there for water ; and the people mur-

mured against Moses, and said. Wherefore is this, that thou hast

brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our

cattle with thirst?

And INIoses cried unto the Lord, saying. What shall I do unto

this people? they be almost ready to stone me.

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and

take with thee of the elders of Israel ; and thy rod, wherewith

tliou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go.

Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb

;

and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of

it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of

the elders of Israel.
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And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah,

because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they

tempted the Lord, saying. Is the Lord among us, or not ?

One sign of a very evil heart is, when the heart

cannot be softened by kindness. This is mourn-

fully seen in the history of the Israelites. The

Lord had been very kind to them, redeeming them

out of Egypt, bringing them through the Red Sea,

covering them with the pillar of a cloud, and feed-

ing them with manna; and yet, the moment they

suffered this new calamity, the want of water, they

rebelled against Moses, being almost ready to stone

liim ; and, what was still more criminal, they pro-

voked the Lord to anger, crying out, with profane

unbelief, " Is the Lord among us, or not?"

The forbearance and goodness of God on this

occasion were wonderfully manifested. The Lord

commanded Moses to go forth, with the elders of

Israel, and to smite the rock in Horeb, with the

rod which he had before used in smiting the river

of Egypt. He did so ; and God " brought streams

out of the rock, and caused the waters to run down
like rivers." " The waters gushed out, and the

streams overflowed."

St. Paul, speaking of this event, says, " They
did all drink of the same spiritual drink; for they

drank of that rock which followed them, and that

Rock was Christ
: "—words, which prove that more

was intended by this history, than the mere telling

of a fact. That Rock, in truth, represented the

abundant grace of our Lord Jesus Christ to perish-
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ing souls. In this view let us study the spiritual

uses of the story : and may the Holy Spirit be our

Teaciier, and lead us to drink of those living waters

which flow from Christ

!

1. First, as the Israelites must all have died, if

water had not been given them, so we, for our sins,

must have perished eternally, if the goodness of

God had not provided a supply of mercy for our

souls.

Oh ! that we were distressed by our dying state,

as much as the Israelites were by their want of

water ! Natural thirst is quickly and most pain-

fully felt : but sinners, languishing under the effects

of sin, know nothing of their state, till convinced

by the Holy Spirit of their guilt and wretchedness.

It is one of the first proofs that a work of grace has

been begun in the heart, when a sinner cries out,

" I thirst—the world cannot satisfy me—my soul

is athirst for the living God !"

2. When the misery of sin is felt, then let the

eye of faith be directed to Christ, who is our smit-

ten Rock. As one particular rock, that in Horeb,

was especially mentioned by name ; so likewise

Christ Jesus was expressly appointed by God him-

self, to be our Source of grace. The supply of

water from the rock. was wholly unexpected :— in

like manner, that grace should flow from our dying

Redeemer, the Son of God, was a plan of mercy

altogether beyond what could have been conceived

of, by us, ignorant and ruined sinners.

3. The Israelites would crowd by thousands to
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the waters gushing from the rock. Burning thirst

led them ;
yea, compelled them. They would press,

with their hands and lips, to the refreshing stream.

It is hyfaith that the thirsting people of God come

to Jesus for salvation. Faith shows them the suf-

ficiency of his grace, and then leads them to Him.

They are athirst: they are invited to the waters

:

by faith they accept the invitation : they drink, and

live for ever.

4. And what is the grace, which, like a living

stream, flows from Christ, our Rock ? It is the

gift of the Holy Spirit, bestowed on every one who

asks for it in faith.—Various are the operations of

the Spirit on the hearts of those who believe. Let

us notice some of them.

—The Spirit leads us by faith to receive the

doctrine of Christ's atonement. Thus, our sin is

washed away: "The blood of Jesus Christ, the

Son of God, cleanseth us from all sin."

—The Spirit purifies the soul from the defile-

ment of sin, making our hearts holy, and filling

them with grace. " If ye, through the Spirit,

do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live."

" A new heart will I give you, and a new spirit will

I put within you : and I will take away the stony

heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an

heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within

you, and cause you to walk in my statutes ; and ye

shall keep my judgments, and do them."

—As water makes the earth fruitful, so does

the Spirit ,of Christ fertilize the soul. Without
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water from the rock, there would have been no

grass for the cattle, no herb for the use of man in

that dreary desert : so likewise, without the Spirit,

we can bring- forth no fruit:— as Jesus says,

" Without me ye can do nothing." But the pro-

mise is, " I will pour water upon him that is thirsty,

and floods upon the dry ground : I will pour my
Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine

offspring. And they shall spring up as among the

grass, as willows by the water-courses."

—Moreover, the Spirit of Christ animates, re-

freshes, and comforts the heart, as cool waters cheer

the thirsty soul : therefore is the Holy Ghost called

also " The Comforter." " When the poor and

needy seek water, and there is none, and their

tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them.

I the God of Israel will not forsake them. I will

open rivers in high places, and fountains in the

midst of the valleys."

—The streams of life and joy flowing from the

Spirit of Christ are abundant and unfailing.

" Whosoever," saith Christ, "drinketh of the water

that I shall give him, shall never thirst : but the

water that I shall give him, shall be in him a well

of water, springing up into everlasting life."

You see, my friend, what cheering Gospel-truths

lie hidden in the history of the Israelites. Hidden
they are, to a careless eye : but they are plain to

those who search the Scriptures with diligence and

prayer. Let us, then, come to Christ, our Rock,

our Well spring, yea, our River of living water.
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" With joy will we draw water out of the wells of

salvation."

PRAYER,

O Lord Jesus Christ, who hast graciously pro-

mised to be with thy Church alway, even inito the

end of the world : Pour down upon us, we beseech

thee, the abundance of thy grace. Foi'give our

iniquities : pity our infirmities : confirm and

strengthen us in every holy desire and purpose.

Lord, increase our faith ; and let us never doubt

thy willingness to succour us in every trouble, and

to bless us in all our ways.

Lord, think upon thy congregation, which thou

hast purchased and redeemed of old. Send the

plentiful rain of thy Holy Spirit, to refresh thine

inheritance, when it is wear)^ Drop down, ye

heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down

righteousness. Let not any, O Lord, that wait on

thee, go away ashamed : let the poor and needy

praise thy name.

Guide us in peace through this great wilderness,

and deliver us from all evil. Lead us at length to

the Fountain of living waters above ; even unto

thy presence, where there is fulness ofjoy, and to

thy right hand, where there are pleasures for ever-

more.

We ask these great mercies, for the sake of Jesus

Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen.
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XIX.

THE LAW:—THE FIRST TABLE.

Exodus xx. 1— 11.

And God spake all these words, saying,

I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the

land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any like-

ness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth

beneath, or that is in the water under the earth

:

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : for

I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the

fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation

of them that hate me

;

And sliowing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and

keep my commandments.

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain

;

for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in

vain.

Bemember the sabbath-day, to keep it holy.

Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work

:

But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God : in

it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,

thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor tliy cattle, nor thy

stranger that is within tliy gates

:

For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day : wherefore the

Lord blessed the sabbath-day, and hallowed it.

To know God, our Creator and Judge ; to know
that Law, according to which He will judge mankind
at the Last Day ;—and, moreover, to know and

feel the power of the Gospel, by which our Re-
deemer shows mercy to repenting sinners;—this,

my friend, is Man's truest wisdom. It is the study,

H
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of all others, most necessary for us. Let us, then,

with humility and teachableness, hear what God

the Lord hath spoken in the Ten Commandments.

This Law belongs to us, as much as it did to the

Israelites; and the right understanding of it pre-

pares the heart for the right receiving of the Gospel.

Let us then pray, like David, " Open thou mine

eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy

law!"

It will be useful to explain each one of the

Commandments, in its order.

1. The First Commandment forbids our having

any other gods but the Lord Jehovah.

There is but one living and true God : his name

is, Jehovah. He is the Creator, Upholder, and

Governor of all things. All that we can see, or

think of, excepting God, is created.

The Lord has revealed to us, that there are

Three Persons in the Godhead ; namely, the Fa-

ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. They are not

three Gods ; but three Persons in one God. This

God, and Him alone, we are to adore, to trust, to

love, to serve, and to obey.

When it is said, " Thou shalt have no other

gods," the expression pointedly condemns a sin

which has been most awfully common in the world

— the setting up of false gods. Thus, for ex-

ample, the ancient Heathens worshipped Mars as

the god of war, Minerva as the goddess of wisdom,

and so forth. The Indians of the present day worship

Juggernath, whose service is marked by cruelty
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and Impurity. Men seem to have deHglited in mul-

tiplying false gods. It was said of the Athenians of

old, that in their superstitious city more gods were

to be found than men : and the Hindoos are said

to have three hundred and thirty-three millions of

gods. Such are the inventions of fallen, sinful Man,

blinded by Satan !

We despise these false gods : yet may there not

also be gods in the heart, rivalling the True God,

and taking away our affections from him ? Certainly

there may : and therefore let us not think, because

we do not worship Jupiter or Mercury, that there-

fore we have never transgressed this command-

ment. The love of money is idolatry. Instead of

trusting in God, who giveth us all things richly to

enjoy, the worldly man says to gold, " Thou art

my confidence." Some are lovers of pleasure,

more than lovers of God : pleasure, then, is their

idol : and agreeably to this, St. Paul says of the

earthly-minded, " Whose god is their belly." Others

make, as it were, a god of themselves : they say,

" Who is lord over us?" They are proud of their

Understanding. This is remarkably the case with

Infidels : they idolize Human Reason, and set their

own fancy higher than the w'ord of God, and even

against it. These men will sometimes profanely

say, "There is no God:"—by which they mean

in reality, that they will not have God to rule over

them :
—" in works, they deny him."

Yet further, the First Commandment is broken

by all sorts of superstitious people; by those

H 2
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who pretend to have dealings with the Devil,

by Fortune-tellers, Astrologers, and similar cha-

racters. For they forsake the True God, whose

providence governs all things : and put faith in the

stars, or in charms ; or else in Fortune, or Luck,

or Chance— unknown gods of man's inventing

—

from whom they teach their followers to expect

some favour.

Others, again, worship Saints, and Angels, and

the Blessed Virgin Mary, instead of God. They

ask the Saints to pray God to have mercy on them

;

when they might approach God, and ought so to do,

through Christ alone. They do not call the Saints,

gods : but they worship them, and offer prayers

to them ; thus putting them in the place of God.

They effectually set aside the doctrine, that Christ

Jesus is our only Mediator. " No man," says Jesus,

" Cometh unto the Father, but by me." How, then,

dare men come in any other way ?

Again : Multitudes of men regard God, not as

He has revealed Himself in the Bible, but accord-

ing to their own imagination of Him. Some

picture Him to their fancy as all Goodness; not

taking into view his Justice, and his Hatred of sin.

Others, on the contrary, deem Him all Justice and

Holiness, despairing of his Merc)\ Thus men

set up one Attribute or Character of God, to the

exclusion of the others. Some make a god, such

as sinners need not fear : others, such a god, that

desponding sinners can have no hope from him.

Thus you see, my friend, that the First Com-
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mandment forbids all false gods, all idols of the

heart, all fiilse religious, all superstitions, and all

imperfect views of God. This command lies at

the very foundation of all Religion. If we mis-

take here, we are wrong in every thing. We are

to have no gods before the True God. If we set

up any thing with Him, or in His place, it is setting

Him aside. The True God, and a false god, cannot

stand together. " The Lord our God is one Lord."

" His glory will he not give to another."

2. The Second Commandment forbids the

making of graven images and pictures for worship.

Whether it be a pretended likeness of God the

Father, or of Jesus Christ, or of the Holy Spirit,

or of some saint, or angel, or false god, it is solemnly

forbidden. For there is but One who ought to be

worsiiipped, that is, God ; and our worship of God is

to be spiritual. " God is a Spirit ; and they that

worship him, must worship him in spirit and in

truth."

What, then, mean the multitude of idols and

images, before which men bow down, repeating

their prayers, and kissing the carved, gilded,

painted object of their devotions ? All this, whe-

ther practised by Pagans or Papists, or by any other

persons, is an abomination to God. Who that truly

worships Him, as a Spirit, can need these idols of

wood and stone ? So far from helping us to wor-

ship aright,—which is the pretence often made for

them,—idols and images do, in reality, draw away

the heart /ro?H God. As soon as men begin to use
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any kind of idols, tliey begin to forsake God. And
this is a sin which increases upon men : so that the

second generation of idolaters necessarily proves

worse than the first, and the third and fourth worse

than the first and second. Thus increasing venge-

ance comes upon them from a jealous God: while

He is abundantly good and gracious to those who

practise and maintain spiritual worship.

For a particular account of idolatry, you may

read Isaiah xliv. 12—20; and Acts xix. 23—41.

Perhaps you are ready to say, that you have

never worshipped an image :—but if you are well

satisfied with yourself simply on this account, it is

very plain that you have not understood the spiritual

sense of this commandment. Examine whether

you have worshipped God as a Spirit. Let me put

the following questions :—Do you in prayer con-

stantly draw near to him by faith ? Do you con-

scientiously walk as in His sight? Do you delight

in praying to him? Do you habitually hold com-

munion with him, through Jesus, by the Spirit?

Or, do you trust in outward forms and observances
;

and are you ignorant— (entirely ignorant, or almost

so)—of the power of godliness ? These are search-

ing questions : but without this self examination

vou cannot know your real state.

3. The Third Commandment forbids perjury; or

swearing that to be true which we know to be not

so. It forbids, also, all profane and trifling use

of the name of the Lord. "His name is great,

wonderful and holy," We ought to address hira
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>vlth the deepest reverence : and in conversation, we

should never speak of him in a light and vain man-

ner. False swearing by His name, is one of the

greatest crimes a man can commit against society i

and since false oaths may possibly escape being

detected by man, therefore God declares that He
will himself take the matter into his own hands :

—

for that is the force of the words, " The Lord

will not hold him guiltless." As though He should

say—A court of justice may fail to discover per-

jury; but God both can and will take vengeance

on every false swearer : if not in this world, yet

most certainly in the world to come.

Are you ready to say, that you have not broken

this commandment;—or, at most, only now and

then, and that slightly ? Consider, that all irreve-

rence about holy things is sin. If we make a jest

of God's word, or of his service, or any of his peo-

ple, we are guilty of taking God's name in vain.

And surely you need not be told, that all kinds of

common swearing—even what some persons con-

sider to be small oaths, carelessly uttered without

meaning—are a breach of this law. " Let your

conversation be Yea, yea ; Nay, nay : for whatso-

ever is more than these, cometh of evil."

4. The Fourth Commandment enjoins the re-

ligious observance of the Lord's Day. The seventh

day was formerly the Sabbath, or day of rest ; and

it was kept in remembrance of the work of Creation.

But, in honour of the far greater work of Man's

Redemption, which was completed by the resur-
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rection of Christ from the dead, God's Holy Day
was changed from the seventh to the first day of

the week. " This is the day which the Lord hath

made : we will rejoice and be glad in it."

It is a proof of the goodness ofGod to Man, that

he should thus have commanded one day in seven

to be set apart as a day of holy rest. We need

it for the well-being both of body and soul : and

it is a blessed means of preparation for that heavenly

rest, which reraaineth for the people of God.

Especially, we ought to observe this holy day in

honour of our God and Saviour. United Public

Worship could not have been universally esta-

blished in the world, if a general day of rest had

not been fixed for it : and if the appointment

had not been made by God himself, men would

never have found any way of coming to an agree-

ment among themselves. Whereas now, not only

a whole nation, but even the whole world, may,

within the period of the same twenty-four hours,

publicly adore the Living and True God, and his

Son Jesus Christ.

How grievously, then, do men sin against God

—

against their own souls, against their family, their

children, and their neighbours—by profaning the

Lord's Day ! Woi'ldly pleasures or work, idleness,

visiting, and travelling, are destructive of the holy

rest of God's own blessed day. He has indeed

allowed works of necessity, and works of mercy, to

be done on this day : but none else. Consider

well, my friend, how you have spent the many
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sabbaths that have been granted to you during

your life

!

Let me add, that our Lord Jesus Christ has

summed up this first part of the Law in the follow-

ing- words :—" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with

all thy mind, and with all thy strength : this is the

first and great commandment."^—It is time now to

close these remarks with humble prayer.

PRAYER.

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts ! Father,

Son and Holy Ghost, three Persons in one God !

We, thy unworthy creatures, fall down before the

throne of thy Majesty, humbling ourselves for our

innumerable sins, negligences and ignoi'ances; yet

hoping in thy mercy. Thou art a just God, and a

Saviour. Thou wilt by no means clear the guilty,

who walk on still in darkness, after their hardness

and impenitent heart : but thou art full of com-
passion and goodness to them that fear thee, and

that walk before thee in truth. Lord, help us to

come to thee with humble, believing hearts. We
confess, with shame, that other lords, beside thee,

have had dominion over us : but by thee only we
would now make mention of thy Name.
Teach us, Heavenly Father, by thine enlightening

Spirit, to know thee, the only true God, and Jesus

Christ whom thou hast sent, which is life eternal.

Impress us with godly fear ; and endue us with that

spiritual mind, which thou requirest of them that
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worship thee. Inclhie our hearts to wait on thee,

in the duties of meditation, prayer and praise.

Bless to us the reading- of" thy word, and the use of

thy divine ordinances. Especially dispose us to

hallow thy sahbaths, and to worship thee with a

pure worship; and fill us with joy when we go up

to thine house, with the multitude of them that

keep that holy day.

Keep us from profaneness, and from every false

way. Suffer us not to forget that thine eye is ever

upon us, and that thou, most upright, dost try the

hearts of the children of men. We believe that thou

wilt come to be our Judge : O let us be found of

thee in peace, being accepted in Jesus, and made

meet for the inheritance of the saints in light.

Lord, let thy way be known upon earth, thy

saving health among all nations. Put an end to all

idolatry and superstition, all error, impiety, and

infidelity. Let the heathen fear the name of the

Lord, and all the kings of the earth thy glory.

Purify thy Church, and make it a blessing to all

the nations of mankind. Hasten the time when

all families shall be blessed, in Christ our exalted

Redeemer; when every tongue shall confess to

him, saying. The Lord is our Judge; the Lord is our

Lawgiver; the Lord is our King: he will save us.

We ask these great mercies, for ourselves and

for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord

:

to whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, be

glory in the Church, throughout all ages, world

without end. Amen.
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XX.

THE LAW:—THE SECOND TABLE.

Exodus xx. 12— 17.

Honour thy father and thy mother : that thy days may be

long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

Thou Shalt not kill.

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Thou shalt not steal.

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not

covet tliy neighbour's wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-

servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neigh-

bour's.

We have considered the First Table of* the Law.

In proceeding to the Second, let us remember how

our Saviour has summed it up in one short sen-

tence :
" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-

self." Simple as the words are, Jesus has made

them, if possible, yet more clear by the following

precept :
" Whatsoever ye would that men should

do to you, do ye even so to them." St. Paul like-

wise remarks, " Love worketh no ill to his neigh-

bour : therefore love Is the fulfilling of the law."

To the great question " Who is my neighbour?"

—we find our Lord's answer, in Luke x. 29—37.

5. The Fifth Commandment is designed to en-

force the duties which men owe one to another, in

the different relations of society.

Although the relation of children to parents,

which is the highest after that of man and wife, is
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the one here mentioned
; yet every member of the

family, and also friends, neighbours, fellow-coun-

trymen, fellow-creatures— all, without exception,

are comprehended in the general design of this law.

" Honour thy father and thy mother." That is,

reverence them ; love them; obey them in all things

lawful ; comfort and help them, when sick, poor, or

aged : if they fear and worship God, have a special

regard for them : if, unhappily, they live an irre-

ligious life, never expose their faults needlessly;

do not provoke them ; endeavour to do them good
;

and constantly pray to God for them.

It would be impossible, in a short compass, to

speak of all the duties of parents—of neighbours

—

of rulers and subjects— of ministers and their

flocks. They are briefly summed up in the words,
" Honour all men." As far as possible, let us be
respectful, kind, dutiful, serviceable to all, and at

peace with all : and let us be clothed with humility.

A special promise is added to this command-
ment: to those who keep it, happiness, even in this

world, is promised. Those persons who endeavour
the most extensively to be a blessing to others

shall be the most largely blessed themselves.

6. The Sixth Commandment forbids Murder.
But it condemns, not that horrid crime alone, but

also all the passions that lead to it. It forbids all

anger, strife, and clamour— all violence and flghting

—all sullenness, resentment, hatred, and ill-will

—

an unforgiving spirit—bitter and provoking words

—all harshness, cruelty, and unkindness. St. John
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says, " He that liatetli his brother is a murderer."

—Take a common example : the child that quarrels

with his play-fellows does, in spirit, break this law.

The seed of murder is in his little breast.

7. The Seventh Commandment forbids not only

that g-reat crime which is named in it; but all sins

of the same character and tendency; that is, all

kinds of Impurity, whether in action, or in word,

thought, or even look. Our Tiord has thus ex-

plained this commandment :
" Whosoever looketh

on a woman to lust after her, hath committed adul-

tery with her already in his heart."

On the same principle, all Intemperance, Glut-

tony, Sloth, and sinful indulgence of the carnal

appetites, are forbidden. Temperance, Sobriety,

and Chastity, are duties which we owe alike to

God, to ourselves, and to society at large.

8. The Eighth Commandment forbids Stealing-.

With equal force it condemns all sorts of disho-

nesty, cheating- in trade, and over-reaching- of our

neighbours in bargains. " A false balance is an

abomination unto the Lord : but a just weight is

his delight."—Mis-spending- of other people's time

is a very common breach of this law.

9. The Ninth Commandment forbids bearing-

False Witness against our Neig-hbour. Can we con-

ceive a greater cruelty, than to take away the good

name, the property, or possibly the life, of a

fellow-creature, by a deliberate lie ! Could we

be content that others should do so to us ? This

command forbids every kind of calumny and
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deceit. Not only does the law of love forbid false

accusations; but it restrains the needless talking

about the faults of others. How sore are we, when
others speak against us ! How backward then ought

we to be, in speaking against others ! Tattlers,

whisperers, backbiters, gossips, and busy-bodies in

other men's matters, break this law continually.

When we consider how spiritual the law of God
is, how can we refrain from crying out with David,

"Who can understand his errors? Cleanse thou

me from secret faults !

"

10. But if we would understand the length, and

breadth, and depth of the Divine Law, we must

study well the Tenth Commandment, " Thou shalt

not covet." Several things are mentioned, which

are apt to excite our covetous or envious passions

;

such as our neighbour's property, or the pleasing

and desirable circumstances of his family and con-

nections. When we see a person happy in the

possession of something which we have not, the

throught springs up naturally in our wicked hearts

— "Oh, I wish I had that!" And we are so

selfish, that we wish it out of our neighbour's

possession, into our own hands. Selfi from first

to last, is the idol of our hearts. We may learn

the art of keeping many of our evil thoughts to

ourselves : but there they all are—in the heart

!

Children have not so well acquired the art of con-

cealing : and therefore they covet and beg and

snatch, all in the same moment. But every man,

who carefully observes his heart, perceives that the
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passions of coveting-, longing, envying-, &c. are na-

tural to him. And nothing hut Divine Grace can root

them out, and keep the soul at rest, surrounded as we

are in this evil world by so many objects of desire.

Now it is this movement of the soul, called

Coveting, whiclj especially tends to prove the wick-

edness and depravity of man. St. Paul remarks,

" I had not known lust, except the Law had said,

Thou shalt not covet." This one commandment,

yea, this single opening sentence of it, " Thou shalt

not covet," showed to the Apostle, in the strongest

light, the excessive vileness of his heart. " For

the word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper

than any two-edged sword ;— it is a discerner of

the thoughts and intents of the heart." Men can

judge only by what is outward: but God's law

deals with the thoug-hts and feelings, with the ima-

gination, the wishes, and the purposes of every

man. And thus it is that Conscience condemns

us all. Each one, for the sins of his heart as well

as those of his life, must plead guilty before God.

Some may say, " What harm do I do to my
neighbour, by merely longing for a thing which he

has, and I have not?" Let me answer, by putting

two or three other questions :—Do you not secretly

repine at your own lot;—and is not this rebellion

against God's Providence ? Do you put out your

whole strength to do the best you can for yourself?

If not, is not this indolence? Idle persons are, of

all others, the most ready to indulge discontent

and envy. Are you not sometimes inclined to lay
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your hand on your neighbour's property ? If so,

do you see no evil in first wishing- and hankering

after it? Alas! this single fact of your coveting

and longing— or, as Scripture calls it, this " evil

concupiscence"— this is the very seed of sin. Yea,

it is itself sin. " For," as our Lo.rd Jesus Christ

says, " from within, out of the heart of men, pro-

ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,

thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lascivious-

ness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:

all these evil things come from within, and defile

the man."

Abundant matter is thus set before us, my friend,

for humiliation, confession, and prayer. Let us, at

some other opportunity, consider how greatly we
need the pardoning mercy of our God, and the

grace of his sanctifying Spirit ; all which may be

fully learned from the Gospel.

PRAYER.

O Lord God, who hast so loved the world as to

give thine only-begotten Son, that whosoever be-

lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever-

lasting life. Fill our hearts, we pray thee, with

that spirit of pity, goodness, and love, which thou

hast thyself manifested toward the children of men.

Thou only, O Lord, art able to heal the diseases

of our souls, and to quiet the disoi'ders of this

sinful world. For ourselves, we must with shame

confess, that we are naturally such as thy word
declares us to be—children of wrath, foolish, dis-
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obedient, deceived, serving- divers lusts and plea-

sures, living- in malice and envy, hateful and hating

one another. Oh, how g-reat is thy condescen-

sion, that thou shouldest look upon such creatures

as we are ! But we entreat thee. Lord, not only

to pardon all our sins, but also to shed on us abun-

dantly the renewing grace of thy Holy Spirit.

Cause the fruit of thy Spirit to spring forth in our

hearts and lives; in love, joy, peace, long-suffering,

gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.

Dispose and enable us to love Thee above all

things ; and to love one another with a pure heart,

fervently.

We beseech thee to bestow on us those family

blessings and comforts, of which thou knowest us

to stand in need. Especially, we pray that our

dear relatives and friends may be brought into

the household of faith. O remove far from us

every evil way. Mortify in us all corrupt aff'ec-

tions, all pride and selfishness, all sensuality and

covetousness, all unkindness and hardness of heart.

Make us dutiful and loving, gentle and easy to be

entreated, pure and temperate, diligent and faithful,

honest and disinterested in our dealings with all

men. Dispose us to be kind one to another, tender-

hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for

Christ's sake hath forgiven us.

Have compassion, O Lord, on the poor, the

afflicted, the infirm, the sick, and the aged. Incline

our hearts to do them good : and may we give, not

grudgingly, but cheerfully, knowing that we are

I
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stewards of the Lord on their behalf. Show pity

to all that are persecuted or oppressed. Put an

end to slavery, and cruelty of every kind. Hasten

the blessed time when nation shall not rise up

against nation, neither ' shall they learn war any

more. Let the whole earth be filled with thy

glory, for thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen, and Amen.

XXL
THE LAW, AND THE GOSPEL.

Exodus xx. 18—21.

And all the people saw the thnnderings, and tlie lightnings,

and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking : and

when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.

And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will

hear : but let not God speak with us, lest we die.

And Moses said unto the people. Fear not : for God is come

to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye

sin not.

And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the

thick darkness where God was.

The terror, which the Israelites felt at the giving

of the Law, was natural and just. Conceive hun-

dreds of thousands of men, women, and children,

standing round the foot of an immense mountain,

the upper part of which was altogether in a smoke,

while the Lord descended upon it in fire. The
sky, far and wide, was filled with thunder and

lightning, while the voice of a trumpet— fit ex-

pression of the majesty of God's Law— sounded
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long, and gradually waxed louder and louder. The
people, hearing and seeing all this, and feeling the

shocks which made the mountain quake to its very

base, trembled exceedingly, and removed and stood

afar off.

In their feelings and conduct, we see a lively

emblem of the terrors of the law moving a guilty

conscience. As the Israelites then felt, so ought
we to feel, when we consider the holiness of the

God with whom we have to do, and our own utter

sinfulness, helplessness, and unworthiness to appear

before Him. When conscience is awakened, we,

like the Israelites, shall stand far off from the Law

:

we shall cry to our Mediator, Christ Jesus, of whom
Moses was a type : and our earnest supplication to

Jesus will be like theirs—" Speak Thou unto us

:

speak in words of mercy and reconciliation : let

not the sentence of the Law take effect upon our

souls, lest we die."

Suffer n.e to lay before you, my friend, a few

remarks concerning the Law, and the Gospel;

in the hope that you may be led to flee to that

Saviour, who alone can deliver us from the wrath

to come.

1. First observe, that the Ten Commandments
are addressed to us, individually. " Thou shalt

—

Thou shalt not." For, while the Law of God is

given to thousands and millions, yet each man is

as much concerned, as if the whole Law were given

to him alone. God is the Judge of all; "but every

one of us shall give account of hhnac/f to God."

J 2
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2. Next, remark how the Commandments are

given in the language o^forbidding—"Thou shalt

not." What does this show, but that we are all

naturally inclined to sin ? J When a parent says to

his child, " You must not do this or that," it is be-

cause he knows what his child is disposed to do, what

his other children have already done, and conse-

quently what any one of them is likely to do again.

Thus it is with our Heavenly Father:' he knows

that "the imagination of man's heart is only evil

from his youth :" he sees that our first bent is, to

depart from Him and holiness. Therefore it is

that the word "Not" is used so often.

3. Consider, next, what an awful mass of sin and

corruption does the Law detect in our hearts and

lives !
" By the Law is the knowledge of sin." The

Law, by displaying the perfect holiness of God,

shows us our own guilt. Thus it appears that

" all have sinned, and come short of the glory of

God." In our childhood, in our youth, in our

manhood, we have never been without sin ! In

much of our lives has there not been abounding

iniquity ? For remember, that, in examining our-

selves, we are to include sins of the heart, as well as

sins of action ; our tempers and our words, as well as

our conduct ; omissions, as well as sins actually com-

mitted. Read again the explanations of the First

Commandment, and of the Tenth ; and you will see

how great and numerous are our sins of omission,

and the sins of our hearts. The not knowing God,

not seeking to know Him, the not liking to retain
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God in our kuowledg-c, the natural springing up of

evil imaginations, the disposition to cherish them,

the had thought, though followed hy no bad action

—all these things, in God's sight, are sins.

-1. The Law, therefore, condemns us. For it is

wTitten, " Cursed is every one that continueth not

in all things which are written in the book of the

Law to do them." And again, " Whosoever shall

keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he
is guilty of all. For he that said. Do not commit
adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now, if thou com-
mit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become
a transgressor of the law." As the Israelites

therefore trembled, expecting nothing less than

death, as even Moses said, " I exceedingly fear

and quake;"— so should Conscience fill us with

terror, to think that judgment is ready to fall upon
us

—

except we repent

!

5. But let us turn from these terrors of the

Law, to the hopes and consolations of the Gospel.

" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the

law, being made a curse for us." Under the Go-
spel Covenant, " To him that worketh not, but

believeth in him that justifieth the ungodly, his

faith is counted for righteousness." We cannot

be saved by our works : by faith we may, and shall

be, saved. O then come with humble confidence

to Christ. Ask for a full pardon, through his most

precious blood. In him, be reconciled unto God.

Being justified by faith, you may have peace. Fear

not
;

ye shall not die. For though Conscience
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accuses, and the Law condemns, yet "we have an

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-

eous; and He is the propitiation for our sins." Christ

died for us : Christ pleads for us : Christ speaks to

us : his words are full of comfort—^" Believe, and

live." " The law was given by Moses ; but gi'ace

and truth came by Jesus Christ."

6. "Shall we then continue in sin?" What!
because grace forgives and blots out all the past,

shall we act as if our reconciled Father did not re-

quire holiness from us ? God forbid !—The Gospel,

which alone gives us hope, enjoins also the most

hearty, the most spiritual obedience to God.
" Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved,

let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the

flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of

God." God requires, " that his fear should be be-

fore our faces, that we sin not." The fear spoken

of, is such as loving children feel. " This is the

love of God, that we keep his commandments

:

and his commandments are not grievous." And
the Lord offers us effectual help, even the help of

his Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled to please

Him, in thought, word, and deed. Believers in

Christ are the only persons that truly pi'actise holi-

ness : for they are created anew in Christ : their

life springs from Christ, to whom they are united

as members of the body to the head. The law of

love is stamped upon their heart. They possess

that " faith which worketh by love."

May this living- union with Christ be ours, mani-
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fosted by the abundant fruits of righteousness : and

thus niav grace, mercy and peace flow to us, from

God the Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord !

PRAYER.

O thou high and lofty One, that inhabitest

Eternity, whose name is Holy: Thou art greatly to

be feared, and to be had in reverence of all that

are round about thee. If even Angels veil their

faces in thy presence, who and what are we, that

we should approach the throne of thy Divine Ma-

jesty? Lord, we are not worthy to take thy name

within our lips. We must cry, Unclean ! unclean !

When we meditate on thy purity, thy hatred of

sin, and thine almighty power, we are constrained

every one of us to say. Woe is me, for I am undone !

Lord, we humble ourselves before thee : we abhor

ourselves, and repent in dust and ashes.

Blessed, for ever blessed, be thy Name, that

thou hast provided a way, by which the most un-

worthy may come to thee. In Jesus thou art ready

to pardon and accept the guilty. Thou layest aside

all thy wrath, and showest a countenance full of

love and kindness to him that is poor and of a con-

trite spirit, and that trembleth at thy word. O
Heavenly Father, we now draw nigh unto thee,

through Jesus, the Mediator of the New Covenant.

Receive us graciously : grant us pardon and peace

:

bless us, in turning away every one of us from our

iniquities.

Incline our hearts unto thy testimonies, and

quicken us in thy ways. Let thy Holy Spirit dwell
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in US, and walk in us ; stirring up holy affections,

and strengthening us daily, more and more, for

thy service. Put thy fear within us, that we may

be kept from sinning against thee. Order our

footsteps by thy word : so shall no iniquity have

dominion over us. Keep us from falling; and,

finally, present us faultless before the presence of

thy glory, with exceeding joy, through Jesus Christ,

our Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

XXII.

THE FIERY SERPENTS.

Numbers xxi. 5— 9.

And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Where-

fore have ye brought us up out of Egypt, to die in the wilderness ?

for there is no bread, neither is there any water ; and our soul

loathetli this light bread.

And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they

bit the people ; and much people of Israel died.

Therefore the people came to Moses, and said. We have

sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and against thee :

pray unto the Lord that he may take away the serpents from us.

And Moses prayed for the people.

And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and

set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that

is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.

And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole

:

and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when

he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

This would be a very instructive story, if con-

sidered only by itself; but our Lord Jesus Christ

has shown us, that it is also a lively picture of the

evil of sin, and of the sufficiency of that salva-
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tion which he purchased for us, when he died upon

the cross.

The bite of sin is more dreadful than the bite of

fiery serpents; for it poisons the soul. All mankind

are suffering- from it. It is the bite of that old

serpent, the devil. See how fiercely it inflames the

soul with raging lusts, which hurry men on into

perdition ! Some men, even in this life, seem to

be almost in hell—swearing, fighting, lying, drink-

ing, gambling, stealing; running into all sorts of

riot and excess ; speaking against God ; vexing the

hearts of the godly; jesting about the devil; and

madly sporting on the very brink of ruin ! These

are of their father the devil ; they do the works

of their father ; and, except they repent, they will

at last have their portion with the devil and his

angels, in the lake that burnetii with fire and brim-

stone.

But there are sinners of another kind—men who
outwardly appear decent before men, but whose

hearts are full of evil in the sight of God. Solomon

speaks of such, when he says, " There is a genera-

tion that are pure in their own eyes, and yet are not

washed from their filthiness." Such are, the proud

;

the covetous ; those who attend public worship from

custom only ; those who go about to establish their

own righteousness, thinking they need no better

;

and who will not accept that perfect righteousness,

the righteousness which is of God by faith. In

all such persons, sin is woi'king like a slow poison.

It does not show itselfj so as to alarm them : still,
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they are most surely dying, from the venomous
sting of sin.

Every thing that falls short of perfect love to

God, and perfect love to man, is sin : so, then, all

are sinners, and all have come short of the glory

of God.

The remedy for sin is simple, being Faith in Christ.

Jesus himself explained this to Nicodemus, when he

said, " And, as Moses lifted up the serpent in the

wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted

up, that whosoever believeth in him should not

perish, but have everlasting life."

Who would have thought that a brazen serpent,

set up on a pole, could do any good to persons

bitten by fiery serpents ? Some would have said,

—f " Put a plaster upon the wound; or pour into it

some healing ointment." But God had appointed

another way—one only way. And they who looked

at the brazen serpent were healed, because they

believed His word.

Thus we direct dying sinners to Christ crucified.

It is vain to tell them, " Try to do your best;" for

men cannot save themselves. We must say to sin-

ners, as Christ did, " God so loved the world, that

he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever be-

lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlast-

ing life." Therefore, O sinners, believe in Him.

Let me ask. Have you felt the misery of your

sins ? Are you looking for a cure to the Lord Jesus

Christ alone? When you hear of His saving name,

do you turn the eye of faith towards Him ? And
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as faith and hope increase, do love and joy spring

up in your heart, so that you are ready to sing,

" Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our

sins in his own blood, to him be praise and domi-

nion for ever !

"

Or, are you one of those who think that sin is not

so deadly in you, as in some of your neighbours

;

that, as you have done nobody any harm, you have

no great need of a Saviour ; for, after all, you have

a good heart ? Alas ! I must tell you, that you

are greatly deceived. If you knew the real case,

\ ou would find that your heart is the worst thing

about you. Thousands of evil thoughts have

lodged in it. It is deceitful above all things, and

desperately wicked. It needs to be wholly changed.

You ought to pray, without ceasing—" Pardon all

my sins, in heart and life ; and create in me a clean

heart, O God, for Christ's sake !"

There are some who will say, "Tell me no more

of Christ : I am so far gone in sin, that I cannot

repent: let me die as I am !"—But I ask, "Why
will you die?" Answer me that one question,

« Why?" Think of it day and night.—Why will

vou not live? Why will you not believe? Why
will you not cast a look toward Christ ? Why will

you not pray for faith in him?—Think of a man

dying in agonies, from the bite of a serpent : yet,

just at the point of death, if he would but look at

the brazen serpent, he lived. So, if you would only

look to Christ with faith, you would have pardon

for all the past : you would pass from death unto
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life ; and be made a new creature in Clirist Jesus.

With such a Saviour, then, set before your eyes,

wliy will you die ?

PRAYER.

O Lord, who is a God like unto thee, that par-

donest iniquity, transgression, and sin? Thou
retainest not thine anger for ever, because thou

delightest in mercy. O turn again, and have com-
passion upon us ! Subdue our iniquities : cast all

our sins behind thy back. Quicken us, by thy good
Spirit, in our approaches to thee, that we may
come in an acceptable time. To-day, while it is

called to-day, we make haste to seek thee : let not

our hearts become hardened, through the deceit-

fulness of sin.

Turn thou us, good Lord, and so we shall be

turned. Draw us, and we will run after thee. Heal
our souls, for we have sinned against thee. Take
away all iniquity ; receive us graciously and love us

freely, for thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

XXIIL
THIS GREAT WILDERNESS.

Deuteronomy ii. 7.

He knovveth thy walking through this great wilderness.

The goodness of God to his people is continually

spoken of in Scripture : and it was remarkably

shown in his care of the Israelites during their

forty years' sojourn in the wilderness.
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We may consider this journeying- of the children

of" Israel through the wilderness as a picture of our

Christian pilgrimage through.the world. At evei'y

step, the Lord knoweth our walking, as he knew
theirs. In our course, therefore, we should im-

plore the loving-kindness of God. " The Lord
knoweth them that are his:"—and He will keep

them, even unto the end.

May his Spirit instruct us, while we are consi-

dering this comfortable doctrine—that, if we be

his true servants, then his eye is always over us,

for our good !

Observe in how many respects the Lord watches

over his faithful people.

1. First, the Lord knoweth our Entering upon

the Christian pilgrimage. He knows the time of

our conversion, and all the circumstances of it.

The first entrance upon our Christian walk is

marked by a mighty deliverance. As the Israelites

were brought out of the land of Egypt, out of

the house of bondage, so believers in Christ are

brought out of the slavery of sin and Satan, and

delivered from this present evil world.

Think, then, my friend, whether you have taken

the first step in your journey to the heavenly

Canaan. Have you believed and obeyed the call

of your Redeemer? Have you repented of sin,

and endeavoured to shake off its yoke? Have
you sought pardon through Christ; and do you

desire to be his willing servant? Have you

left the broad road that leadeth to destruction,
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and given up worldly and vain company ? How
were you led to this blessed change? The Lord
knows all the circumstanceis; but it is well for you
also to remember them, so far as you possibly can.

Perhaps you were led on gently, in the course of

Christian education. Or, can you tell what sermon

it was—what minister or parent or friend—or what

affliction, or what book—that first led you to think

seriously? If you can, meditate most thankfully

on all these particulars. Blessed time ! when you
began your pilgrimage heavenward ; when you
turned your back on a sinful world, having your

heart touched with the love of Christ

!

2. Moreover, the Lord knoweth our Wants in •

this great wilderness, after we have entered upon
.

it.—The children of Israel at one season wanted

food ; and at another time, water : and do not our

souls continually need grace? The wilderness fur-

nished no supplies : in like manner, the world can

give us no help in serving God. Our own corrupt

hearts help us not. The grace which we need

must be given us from above. St. Paul, speaking

on this subject, remarks—" They drank of that

spiritual Rock, which followed them : and that

Rock was Christ." Yes, my friend ; Christ is the

manna offered to every hungering soul : Christ is

the living water, freely given to the thirsty.

3. The Lord also knows our Trials. " Many
are the afflictions of the righteous : but the Lord
delivereth him out of them all." The pathway in

the wilderness is not smooth and even: it is very
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rough, steep, and winding. There are many ene-

mies by the way; many spiritual enemies, that war

against the soul. All the temptations and trials

that we meet with, may be compared to those bitter

enemies, or to those fiery serpents and scorpions,

which the Israelites encountered. The Lord knows

what dangers we have to pass through : but mark

his promise :
—" There hath no temptation taken

you, but such as is common to man : but God is

faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted

above that ye are able ; but will with the tempta-

tion also make a way to escape, that ye may be

able to bear it."

4. The Lord knoweth also the Backslidings of

his people. What an humbling thought ! Our
wanderings by the way, how many have they been !

For though his grace is always sufficient for us,

yet we do not always seek for it, or walk according

to it. Observe the conduct of Israel in the wilder-

ness : scarcely had they begun their journeyings,

when they turned and provoked the Lord to anger

;

and, in various degrees, this was their behaviour

all their journey through. What a picture of our

hearts ! If we know any thing of ourselves, we

must confess with shame, that sometimes we have

been weary of God's service; at other times we

have quite turned from it : now we have wished to

go back to Egypt ; that is, to the world and sin ; at

another time we have been vexed, because God
punished and corrected us. Oh, what a sad spec-

tacle is the very best man's heart, when he faithfully
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looks into it ! And if to ourselves we appear such

wanderers, what must we appear in the sight of

God!
5. Yet the Lord knoweth also our Victories : for

it is He himself who gives them to us. Sin, though

it may sorely beset a believer, shall not have do-

minion over him. No ;—by God's grace he fights

manfully, and he fights successfully. God sees him

in the midst of the battle, and gives him strength

to fight. Many a victory does he gain in secret,

while praying in his closet. In fact, without prayer

he cannot fight and conquer. Pray, therefore

:

" continue instant in prayer:" "pray without ceas-

ing:" persevere, as Moses did, (Exod. xvii. 9— 15)

;

and then you shall say, like him, " The Lord is

my banner."

6. Let me add this only, that the Lord knoweth

the End of our " walking in this great wilderness."

This is something beyond the present moment : life

will soon come to an end, and yet " man knoweth

not his time." We may all say, like Isaac—" I know

not the day of my death." But it is known to

the Lord: and He will order all its circumstances,

v^isely and mercifully, if we walk closely with Him.

Therefore, let us trust in Jesus as our Saviour :

let us pray to be led by his good Spirit, and kept

faithful to him, with the promised crown of glory

full in view.

Take the comfort of these words—" This God
is our God for ever and ever : he will be our guide,

even unto death."
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I'RAYER.

Almighty God, who art the Guide and Com-
forter of all thy people : Lead us, we beseech thee,

by the counsels of thy word, and by the inspiration

of thy Holy Spirit, through all the trials of this

changing life ; and enable us to glorify thee by pa-

tient continuance in well-doing. Forgive us, good

Lord, our multiplied rebellions against thee. Heal

our backslidings. Turn us again ; and dispose us

with a true heart to follow thy commands, and to

walk in thy paths.

Of thy bountiful providence, give what thou

seest to be good for us : and supply all our spiritual

wants out of the riches of thy grace in Christ Jesus.

Grant us the comfort of thy presence, and the light

of thy countenance, to support us in all our tribu-

lations. Carry us safely through all temptations.

Suffer not the enemy to prevail against us ; and let

not sin have dominion over us. And finally do

thou receive us into those eternal mansions, which

are prepared for all them that love and serve thee,

through Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Redeemer.

Amen.

XXIV.
REVIEW OF LIFE.

Deuteronomy viii. 2— 5.

And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God
led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and

to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou

wouldest keep his commandments, or no.

And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fe

K
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thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers

know ; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by

bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth

of the Lord doth man live.

Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot

swell, these forty years.

Thou Shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man

chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee.

It is needful very often to stir up our hearts with

that word, " Remember" : or, as Moses says more

pointedly in another passage—" Remember, and

forget not."

Let us reflect on the lessons taught us by this

affecting command to the Israelites : and may the

Spirit of God be our Teacher, that we may profit

by the present meditation !

Observe, that the command is, to " Remember

all the way." Possibly this may appear a long task.

To the aged it must be so ; and to all of us it is

a difficult undertaking, to review the whole of life.

The best plan is— to divide our life into parts,

noting the chief events of each part. Think of every

remarkable event in your life— private ; domestic

;

public—good, or evil—concerning your body, or

your soul. The more closely you think, the more

exactly you will remember.—And, entreat God to

revive your memory, for this holy purpose.

A quiet hour by ourselves on the Lord's Day is

an excellent season for these recollections.

This is also a very suitable subject for a Birth-

day meditation.

1. The first lesson which we should learn is, the
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doctrine of God's over-rulino- Providence. Life is

called, " the way which the Lord tlnj God hath led

thee."

Look at all the way, and see how He has led you
in it. We often fancy that we are choosers of our

own path : but in this we are entirely mistaken :

it is the Lord who conducts us. We are led by an

Unseen Hand. " There are many devices in a

man's heart: nevertheless, the counsel of the Lord,

that shall stand." Our life, from first to last, is

subject to his providence. Has he not often led

you by a way that you knew not? Has he not led

you more wisely than you could have guided your-

self? Has he not again and again made " crooked
things straight, and darkness light, before you?"

2. There are great lessons also to be learned

from that Discipline, by which the Lord tries his

people. Especially he designs to teach them Self-

Humiliation, and to make them feel their entire

dependence on Him.

We may see, on reviewing life, many chastenings

that we have been called to endure. The Lord
suffers his children to hunger—to fall sick— to be
tried by poverty, by the unkindness of Man, and
by many other troubles. In all this, he has wise

and kind purposes. He deals with us, as a father

with the son that he tenderly loves. He intends

"to prove us ;" to see whether we will follow him
fully, or obey him only when his way pleases us

—whether we will Ijear the reproach of Christ—
whether we serve him from love, or from solf-
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interest— in a word, whether or not we are his

faithful people.

And can it be that this Discipline has failed of

discovering to us the evil of our hearts ? Affliction,

it is true, hardens ungodly men : hut it softens a

child of God into the tenderest grief, on account

his manifold corruptions.

What a blessed effect is this ! When a loving-

disciple of Christ reviews his past course, he is

deeply reminded of his own unworthiness. Occa-

sionally, as he remembers particular seasons of his

life, he cannot help crying out, " O my God, I

am ashamed, and blush to lift up my face unto thee,

my God !" He remembers wherein he has sinned

;

how he has grieved the Holy Spirit; how often

he has trifled with conscience; how negligent of

prayer he has been; how scanty in good works.

He wonders that he has been kept in the way of

salvation. He is convinced, in his own case at least,

that " the righteous scarcely are saved." Again

and again he cries out, " O blessed Jesu, mine was

all the guilt and shame : the grace hath been wholly.

Thine, and to Thee be all the praise !

"

Looking back on past days, how continually are

we also reminded of our Dependence on God.

—

*' He fed thee with manna." He kept thy raiment

from waxing old, and thy foot from swelling. These

were miraculous exertions of his power.—But the

same almighty goodness is daily manifested to us in

the bread we eat, in the raiment that covers us, and

in the innumerable temporal blessings we enjoy.
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For health, safety, well-being, and life itself, we

njust look entirely to God.—And for the higher

blessings needed by our souls, do we not depend

altogether on his free grace? Where can a lost

sinner find rest, but in the merits of the Redeemer?

Can we make to ourselves one crumb of spiritual

food, can we find one drop of spiritual comfort,

without Jesus ? Impossible ! He himself tells us,

" Without me ye can do nothing."

3. There is yet another lesson to be drawn from

the review of life; and it is one of a cheering kind.

It is, the duty of mingled Thankfulness and Hope.

This we may learn from an expression used in

a later verse of this chapter (ver, 16): " That he

might humble thee, and that he might prove thee,

to do thee good at thy latter end."

Consider the goodness and mercy which thus far

have followed you. Compare your case with that

of others.— It is deeply affecting to remember what

numbers of our early companions have been sum-

moned to death and judgment, while we are yet

alive!— An Israelite, looking back through those

forty years, could remember many such cases: some

cut off for murmuring; others for lusting after evil

things ; others swallowed up by an earthquake, for

their rebellion ; a man stoned to death for sabbath-

breaking; the two sons of Aaron struck dead, for

profaneness ; and various other grievous judgments.

Cannot we, too, remember persons, who set out in

life together with us, but who have died—some

of them, we fear, in their sins ? It is melancholy
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to think of: but should we not melt with gratitude

on our own account ? They were cut off, and we

are spared! Were we better than they? Rather

let us confess, that we are altogether debtors to

free grace, to rich and undeserved mercy !

But let us look on the bright side also. How
many that have died before us, shone as examples

of piety ! Some were remarkable for the circum-

stances of their conversion; others, for the holy

life they lived, glorifying Christ by abundant fruits

of righteousness; while others left behind them

a sweet recollection of their peaceful death, and

many encouraging words to quicken us in our

Christian course. Being dead, they yet speak to

us. They animate our warmest hopes. They seem

to say, " Follow us to glory !

"

In a word, all that we have experienced, and all

that we have seen, should lead to this conclusion

—

Let Man be humbled, and let our God and Saviour

alone be exalted. Thrice blessed are they, whom
the Lord teaches by his word, by his discipline,

and by his Spirit ! May you and I, my friend, be

of that happy number I

PRAYER.

O Lord God Almighty, the refuge and strength

of thy people in all generations: Hitherto thou

hast been our Preserver and Guide ; and thou re-

quirest us to be mindful of all thy dealings with us,

that we may learn to fear thee, to love thee, and

to trust in thee, for our good always.
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We would remember, O Lord, and acknowledge

thy gracious hand, in the afflictions by which thou

hast been pleased to chasten us: and we implore

the quickening grace of thy Holy Spirit, to sanc-

tify all our trials, that we may not suffer so many
things in vain. If thou visit us with want or with

losses, bestow on us a spirit of humble reliance

on thy never-failing goodness, and thine all-suf-

ficient grace. If disease and sickness be our lot,

lead us to lament afresh our great unworthiness

and vileness, and to seek special consolation and

support from the pardoning love of our Saviour,

and in the refreshing influences of thy Holy Spirit.

Should death enter our dwellings, reminding us

that this is not our rest, oh may our affections be

loosened from the world, and surely fixed on things

above ! Where our treasure is, there may our

heart be also.

We thank thee, O Lord, for that enlightening

grace, whereby thou hast shown to us our own
corruptions, and the mercy of Christ our Saviour to

the chief of sinners. Thou hast humbled us, and

proved us, that we might know what was in our

heart. But oh, what depths of pride and self-will,

of unbelief and ingratitude, have been discovered

there ! We must needs wonder at thy patience

and thy long-suffering toward us. Truly the heart

is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked :

who can know it ? Thou, O Lord, searchest the

heart ; thou triest the reins. Thou knowest what

we have been, and what we still are : our faults are
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not hid from thee. We entreat thee to forgive ail

our sins, and still be gracious unto us. Take away
our dross, and purify our souls. And when thou

hast prepared us by thine effectual grace, receive

us at length into thy blessed presence, not for our
worthiness, but for the alone merit of our com-
passionate High Priest and Saviour, Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

XXV.
THE CHAKACTER OF JOSHUA.

Joshua i. 1— 9.

Now after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, it came
to pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses'

minister, saying,

Moses my servant is dead ; now therefore arise, go over this

Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give

to them, even to the children of Israel.

Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that

have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses

:

From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great

river, the river Euphrates, all tlie land of the Hittites, and unto

the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your

coast.

There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the

days of thy life : as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee

:

I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

Be strong and of good courage : for unto this people shalt

thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto

their fathers to give them.

Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest

observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant

commanded thee : turn not from it to the right hand or to the

left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth ; but
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thou shalt mecjitate therein day and night, that thou mayest ob-

serve to do according to all that is written therein : for then thou

shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good

success.

Have I not commanded thee ? Be strong and of a good courage ;

be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed : for the Lord thy God

is witli thee, whithersoever thou goest.

A BRAVE man is everywhere an object of admira-

tion. As we gaze at the hero who has endured

hardships, faced dangers, fought battles and gained

victories, we naturally are tilled with wonder, reve-

rence, and delight. Crowds flock to see the man :

they follow him with shouts of applause : they feel

as if they never could forget him.

But let us turn from these scenes of human

pride, and meditate on a nobler subject— that of a

religious warrior. The character of Joshua shines

with a far brighter glory than what the world's

heroes can boast ;—a glory so exalted, that this ser-

vant of God was honoured by being made a Type

of the Lord Jesus Christ.

What the Lord here enjoins, was fully complied

with by Joshua. In fact, his whole history—before,

as well as after this command—was one continued

proof of his unshaken courage. Let us consider

some instances of it.

1. First, it was no small honour, that he was

appointed to command the Israelites in the first

battle that they had to fight, after leaving Egypt.

God had led them round, at first, by the way of the

wilderness, that they might not see war. But at

length, at Rephidim, the Amalekites came and
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opposed them. On this occasion, " Moses said unto

Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with

Amalek : to-morrow I will stand on the top of the

hill with the rod of God in mine hand. So Joshua

did as Moses had said to him, and fought with

Amalek : and Moses, Aaron, and Hur, went up to

the top of the hill. And it came to pass, when
Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed : and

when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.

But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a

stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon

;

and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one

on the one side, and the other on the other side
;

and his hands were steady until the going down of

the sun. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his

people with the edge of the sword."

You will say, perhaps, that this was soldierly

courage. It was so : but it was much more ;—it was

the courage of Faith, animated by Prayer. Moses
had concerted with Joshua, that the one should

pray, whilst the other was to fight. You will ob-

serve, therefore, that each of these holy men shared,

though in different ways, in the battle. Moses
exerted every nerve in prayer : while Joshua was at

one and the same instant attacking Amalek, and

lifting up his heart, together with Moses, Aaron
and Hur, and all believing Israelites, to the throne

of grace.—The glory of the victory was ascribed,

as was most due, to the favour of the Almighty.

After the battle, Moses built an altar, and named
it Jehovah-Nissi ; which signifies. The Lord is my
banner.
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2. Joshua sustained, also, the office of Moses'

minister, or servant ; and attended him on Mount

Sinai, remaining- there forty days, alone, while

Moses went to the top of the mount. Humble

courage must have filled the heart of Joshua,

during the whole of this solemn season. How dif-

ferent from the wanton, fickle, impatient temper of

the Israelites at the foot of the mountain ; who

gave up Moses for lost, and set up the golden

calf, and worshipped it

!

3. It was a very signal instance of the courage

of Joshua, that he, together with Caleb, gave a

good account of the land of Canaan, at the time

when the other ten spies spread a disheartening

report, saying, " We be not able to go up against

the people; for they are stronger than we:" "we
were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we

were in their sight." Base and cowardly spirit

!

And so feeble-minded were the Israelites, that they

fell into the same unbelieving temper, and were

ready to stone Joshua and Caleb, for telling them

that the land was an exceeding good land;—for

saying, " Let us go up at once and possess it ; for

we are well able to overcome it."

4. Hence followed a necessity for exerting an

entirely different kind of courage. Joshua had

now to bear, in his proportion, the almost insuffer-

able manners of the people in the wilderness for

forty years. He had to exercise Patience. There

is much of true courage in patience. To bear the

repeated provocations of unreasonable and wicked
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men, is a most severe trial of temper. The spirit

of Moses, you will remember, did not hold out:

his patience and meekness forsook him, so that

he spake unadvisedly with his lips : for which sin

he was excluded from Canaan.

5. The courage of Joshua was, no doubt, greatly

increased by the animating language addressed to

him, at the time of his succeeding to Moses. Who
can read those expressions, "Be strong; be of a

good courage; the Lord thy God is with thee,"

without feeling that the heart of Joshua must
have been raised to the highest pitch of holy con-

fidence in God ? His courage was founded on the

command and word of God. Read again that re-

markable verse, " This book of the law shall not

depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt medi-
tate therein day and night, that thou mayest ob-

serve to do according to all that is written therein

:

for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and
then thou shalt have good success." Here was
the secret of his bravery : he was true to his God

;

and God was faithful in performing his gracious

promises to his servant.

6. Even in his old age, not long before his

death, Joshua addressed his countrymen in words
which showed his steady devotedness to his God :

"As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord,"

Here we see him bold, both as a public character,

and also in private and domestic life. There has

been many a warrior, not afraid to face an army in

the field, who has nevertheless feared to stand out
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against a scoffing-, irreligious world— has feared

even to assemble together his own household and

dependants, to worship God !

Having considered the exemplary Courage of

Joshua, let me now set him before you as an eminent

Type of Christ.

1. His very name shows resemblance ; Joshua and

Jesus both signifying, a Saviour.

2. In his commanding the people of God, Joshua

was a type of Christ. For Jesus bears the govern-

ment on his shoulder. " All power is given unto

him in heaven and in earth," for the good of his

Church. He is the " Captain of our salvation."

3. In conquering the enemies of the people of

God, they are both alike. " Jesus shall reign, till

he hath put all enemies under his feet."

4. Joshua brought the people out of the wilder*

ness, into Canaan ; and gave to them their portions

of land by lot. Jesus, with zeal, wisdom, and love

incomparably greater, delivers us from this present

evil world ;—he hath purchased for us an heavenly

inheritance;— and he assures his beloved followers,

that he will bring them into the possession of that

inheritance :
" In my Father's house are many

mansions I go to prepare a place for you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come

again, and receive you unto myself; that where I

am, there ye may be also."

My friend, how delightful is it, when reading the

Old Testament, to observe that it constantly points

to the New ! How delightful, everywhere in the
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Bible to discover Christ ! Let us then be encou-
raged to become his devoted followers ! Let us
put on the whole armour of God: let us wage
war against sin, the world, and the devil: let us
press forward, with Jesus as our Leader, still con-
quering and to conquer. And oh may we attain,

finally, to that rest, which "remaineth for the
people of God !

"

PRAYER.

O Lord Jesu Christ, who by thine almighty
power hast overcome death, and opened unto us
the g-ate of everlasting- life : Give us g-race boldly

to follow thee, and manfully to fight, under thy
banner, against sin, the world, and the devil ; and
to continue thy faithful soldiers and servants, unto
our life's end. To whom else should we g-o, or
what other lord should we obey ? Thou hast the
words of eternal life ; and thou hast redeemed us
unto God by thy blood. Oh that we may renounce
and forsake all other masters, and cleave unto thee
with full purpose of heart ! May we have no fellow-

ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, and
never halt between two opinions. Suffer us not
to yield : strengthen us to fight the good fight of
faith, and to lay hold on eternal life.

Lord, we confess with shame, that, through the
frailty of our nature and the weakness of our faith,

we do not always withstand the enemies of our
souls. Pardon our want of holy zeal, and all our
manifold sins and infirmities. Hear the prayers and
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intercessions which are offered up by the whole

Church of God on earth, that not one of thy people

may faint or fall. Support those that are feeble

and downcast in spirit, and let thy strength be per-

fected in their weakness. Grant to all thy servants

such an assurance of thy presence with them, and

of thy word commanding- them, that they may never

be dismayed, and never turn back. By the power

of the Holy Ghost, cause us daily to wax stronger

and stronger in spirit. Enable us, O Lord, to over-

come every hindrance : deliver us out of all temp-

tations, and give us victory over sin and Satan.

Crown us at length with the crown of glory, that

fadeth not away: and to Thee, O Jesus, the

Strength of our life, and the Captain of our salva-

tion, will we ascribe all honour and power and

dominion, now and for ever. Amen.

XXVI.

THE CITIES OF KEFUGE.

Joshua xx. 1— 6.

The Lord spake unto Joshua, saying,

Speak to the children of Israel, saying, Appoint out for you

cities of refuge, whereof I spake unto you by the hand of Moses

:

That the slayer that killeth any person unawares and unwit-

tingly may flee thither : and they shall be your refuge from the

avenger of blood.

And when he that doth flee unto one of tho^e cities shall stand

at the entering of the gate of the city, and shall declare his cause

in tl;e ears of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the

city unto them, and give him a place, that he may dwell among

them.
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And if the avenger of blood pursue after him, then they shall

not deliver the slayer up into his hand ; because he smote his

neighbour unwittingly, and hated him not beforetime.

And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand before the con-

gregation for judgment, and until the death of the high-priest that

shall be in those days : then shall the slayer return, and come

unto his own city, and unto his own house, linto the city from

whence he fled.

The life of man is so precious in the sight of our

Creator, that he has denounced the heaviest jndg--

ments upon the crime of murder. He has also

implanted in our hreasts a natural horror and de-

testation of it. Even the accidental killing of a

fellow- creature was, by the Jewish customs, liable

to be punished by the next of kin; who was thence

called "the avenger of blood." In order to help

innocent persons in escaping that vengeance, it

pleased God to appoint, at convenient distances

in the land, six cities of refuge ; and to enjoin, that

the man-slayer, who had killed any person at un-

awares, and hated him not aforetime, should flee

thither and be protected.

In this humane law we behold a remarkable em-

blem of Man's Salvation by Christ. Let us con-

sider the various circumstances of the man-slayer,

and show how the case of every sinner resembles

his. And may the Spirit of God so fill us with

alarm on account of our dangerous condition, that

we may be constrained to flee unto Jesus, as our

only refuge from the wrath to come !

1. We must flrst remark, that there is one point

in which we, as sinners, differ w holly from the man-
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slayer. His case was that of a man killing- a fel-

low-creature purely by accident : our case is that

of sinners who have ten thousand times sinned

iL'VfnUy, in thouoht, word, and deed. It is true,

some of our sins have been what are called sins of

ignorance: but, was not our ignorance itself sinful?

Why were we ignorant of God's law ? Were we

not wilfully ignorant? Truly we need pardon for

our sins of negligence, as well as for those which

have been manifestly wilful and presumptuous.

•2. The city of Refuge offered its protection

to the manslayer. Other cities, however safe in

other respects, yet gave him no security- So, for

us sinners, there is One Saviour given : He is the

only refuge for our guilty souls. We are not to

choose our own way of salvation, but to take that

which God has mercifully provided for us. One
man may talk thus, " I will try to earn salvation,

by becoming good :"—another, " I will say many

prayers, give much alms, and set a far better ex-

ample than I have done hitherto." Now, these

things in themselves are good : it is right for us

to amend our doings. But this is not the appointed

way of salvation. We cannot by our oun works

purchase forgiveness : we cannot thus escape wrath.

Jesus saith, " I am the way, and the truth, and the

life : no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."

" Neither is there salvation in any other : for there

is none other name under heaven given among

men, whereby we must be saved."

3. The manslayer who knew this law, would

L
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naturally, as soon as he saw his danger, think of the

city of Refuge as his security. Just the same is

the case of a sinner, when alarmed by the discovery

of his perishing state, and made acquainted with

the Gospel. His heart turns to Christ. Faith in

Christ is the only thing now for him. Faith,

owning Christ as able and willing to save from

death, is the proper spirit of mind for an awakened

sinner. Not only must we despair of every other

help; but we must be assured and convinced in

our hearts, that Christ is a sufficient Helper and

Redeemer. Believing in Christ, is fleeing to the

city of Refuge.

If now you should imagine that a mere general

notion of believing in Christ is sufficient for salva-

tion, let me guard you against so dangerous an

error. Consider carefully, what kind of faith alone

is genuine and scriptural. For example, inquire

—

Do you come to Jesus, really grieving for sin, and

resolving-, through the help of his Spirit, to go and

sin no more ? Do you determine to glorify God
in your body and in your spirit, which are God's ?

Do you unreservedly give up yourself to him?

Is your faith, simple
;
your love, pure

;
your obe-

dience, unfeigned ?—This strict self-examination is

needed, to prevent the gross presumption of sup-

posing that we can be safe in Christ, whilst yet

willingly remaining in sin.

4. Observe further, that when the man-slayer

was once securely lodged in the city of Refuge, he

was safe for life. But then it was on condition of
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his continuing within the walls of the city, and

never going out till the death of the high-pi'iest,

during whose priesthood he had fled to the city.

So, when we have come to Christ for salvation,

we must " abide in him." Daily pardon, daily re-

newal unto holiness, daily communion with him by

prayer—this is what is meant by our abiding in

him. The life which we now live, we must live by

faith in the Son of God, who loved us, and gave

himself for us. Thus are we placed, and thus are

we kept, out of danger : we are safe, for Time
and for Eternity. We are " saved with an ever-

lasting salvation."

5. It is related by ancient writers, that the Jews

were accustomed to keep the roads leading to these

cities in good repair ; and that where any doubt

might arise, from two or three roads meeting, a

sign was put up, with the word REFUGE written

on it in large letters, to show which was the way
to the city. Thus should we, by every possible

means, make it plain to our perishing fellow- sin-

ners, which is the true, the sure, the only way of

salvation. The road should be cleared of all false

doctrines, which might mislead the trembling peni-

tent, or stumble a weak believer. And what else

should we set before your eyes, but words such as

these— Look unto Jesus!—Take this path, the

good old path of the Bible ; and you will escape

from the wrath to come. " Believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou slialt be saved."

6. In these cities there would probably be several

L 2
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persons dwelling at the same time, indebted to this

law of mercy. We may eas-ily conceive how they

would converse together about their peculiar privi-

lege ; and, likewise, how eagerly they would welcome
each new-comer, who might be under the necessity

of taking refuge like themselves. Should they see

any one closely followed by the avenger of blood,

and but just able to escape, how would they throw
open the gates of the city, and pull him in ! All

this may teach us how happy we should be to speak

to one another concerning the blessings of salvation
;

and how earnestly we ought to labour in inviting-

others to " win Christ, and be found in Him."
In a word, my friend, let ns think of ourselves,

as of persons in danger of death, even of eternal

death.—The avenger of blood is upon thee ! Satan,

the enemy, the accuser, the destroyer of souls, de-

mands at God's hands that thou shouldest be con-

signed to endless torments, for thy sins. The law

of God condemns thee, and thine own conscience

must plead guilty.—What wilt thou do ? Whither
wilt thou flee ?—Behold, Jesus is near ! Like a

man hastening to the cities of refuge—cities so

conveniently situated that one of them might easily

be reached in half a day—so mayest thou, at any
hour, run with a believing heart to Jesus ; and he
is immediately at hand to deliver.

But fly speedily : for, what if Death and Judg-
ment should overtake thee, before thy repentance

—

before thou hast found salvation in Christ ! Delay
not an hour—not a moment ! Give neither sleep
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to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids, till thou

hast gained pardon, peace, and the gift of a new

heart, through faith in Christ Jesus !

PRAYER.

O Lord, who hast graciously revealed to us

the way of pardon and acceptance with thee, through

faith in Christ Jesus: Hasten us, that we delay

not to come unto Him for the life and salvation of

our souls. Our sins have deserved thy wrath : and

v/e might justly fear lest thine indignation should

burn against us like a consuming fire. But we
bow before thee, pleading the merits of Jesus, the

Lamb of God, who was slain to take away the sins

of the world. For his sake we beseech thee to for-

give us all our sins, negligences, and ignorances.

Save us from eternal death : translate us into the

kingdom of thy dear Son : and grant that we may
henceforth walk as the children of thy grace, and

heirs of eternal life.

Have compassion, O Lord, on the multitudes of

careless sinners, who walk on still in darkness, and

know not that the wrath of God abideth on them.

Awaken them, ere it be too late : lead them to

mourn with a godly sorrow for their sins, and to

flee from the wrath to come. May they look unto

Jesus, and be saved through faith in Him.

Grant, Lord, to those who have tied to Christ as

their Refuge, that they may have grace to continue

in his love. Oh, suffer us not, through unbelief

and carelessness, to fall away from Him, Bestow
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on US the anointing- of thy Holy Spirit, to comfort,

guide, and stablish us. Cause us to abide in Christ

;

that when He shall appear, we may have confidence,

and not be ashamed before him at his coming.

We ask these mercies for the sake of the same

Jesus Christ, our only Lord and Saviour. Amen.

XXVII.
SAMUEL, A PATTERN TO THE YOUNG.

1 Samuel iii. 1— 10.

And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli.

And the word of the Lord was precious in those days ; there was

no open vision.

And it came to pass at this time, wlien Eli was laid down in

his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that lie could not see

;

And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the Lord,

where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep

;

That the Lord called Samuel : and he answered, Here am I.

And he ran unto Eli, and said. Here am I ; for thou calledst

me. And he said, I called not ; lie down again. And he went

and lay down.

And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose

and went to Eli, and said. Here am I ; for thou didst call me.

And he answered, I called not, my son ; lie down again.

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word

of the Lord yet revealed unto him.

And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he

arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I ; for thou didst call

me. And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child.

Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down : and it shall be,

if he call thee, that thou shalt say. Speak, Lord ; for thy servant

heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other times,

Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak ; for thy servant

heareth.
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The character of Samuel is a pattern to us all;

and especially to the young. When we find a person

so eminent for piety as he was, it is natural to ask

how he began his course in life.

The circumstances of his childhood were remark-

ably favourable to his growth in piety. Both his

parents were pious : his mother's devout spirit is

particularly mentioned. From his tenderest age,

she dedicated him to the Lord ; and God mercifully

answered her prayers, so that Samuel became the

Lord's servant, and continued such, all the days of

his life.

Observe, then, Samuel's conduct, when he entered

upon life. He was appointed to minister unto the

Lord before Eli. This was a dangerous situation
;

for the sons of Eli were the worst possible example

that he could have. Eli himself was growing blind,

and had never been sufficientlv strict with his

family. In such a situation, if Samuel had been

a graceless youth, he would have thought only of

pleasing himself; and would have accounted it a

tedious task, to wait on this old man, trimming the

lamps, and opening and shutting the doors of the

House of the Lord. But on the contrary, every

thing shows him to have been dutiful and devout.

It is said, that " the child Samuel grew on, and was

in favour both with the Lord and also with men."

No doubt he avoided, as much as possible, those

wicked men, the sons of Eli. Like David (whom
he afterwards anointed to be king over Israel),

Samuel could say, " I had rather be a door-keeper
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ill the House of" my God, than to dwell in the tents

of wickedness."

Eli was, we hope, a good man ; but he was griev-

ously negligent of his duty to his sons, whom he

ought to have punished sevei'ely. As they were so

undutiful and ungodly, he seems to have adopted

Samuel ; whom he affectionately calls, " My son."

It is somewhat mournful to receive more kindness

from others, than from our own kindred.

At length the Lord revealed himself to Samuel

:

this was while Samuel was yet a child. There were

in those days no prophets; or, as it is expressed,

" There was no open vision :" so that the people

of Israel knew not whither to go, to inquire the will

of the Lord. God, however, was now intending to

establish Samuel as his prophet— the child being at

this time about twelve years of age. It is said. He
did not yet know the Lord ; that is, he had not

before this received any special revelation from

heaven : consequently, he did not know the way in

which God would manifest himself. When, there-

fore, the Lord called him by name^ in the night-

season, he thought it was the voice of Eli, and

repeatedly rose to go to him. Eli at length per-

ceived that it was the Lord who called him ; and

directed him therefore, when next called, to answer,

" Speak, Lord ; for thy servant heareth."

The words are few and simple
;
yet they signify

much:—" Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth."

Let me endeavour, by means of them, to fix two

reflections upon your heart.
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1. First of all, in saying-, " Speak, Lord"

—

Samuel expressed his Desire to knoiv God's will.

He was all attention. "Thy servant heareth."

This may admonish us, who enjoy greater religious

privileges than Samuel did, to pray devoutly, and

read the word of God diligently, that we may know

his will. To us God speaks in the Bible : from

that blessed book we may learn, who God is, and

what we ourselves are. There, too, we may learn

the way of salvation ; how perishing sinners are

redeemed from hell, and reconciled to God by

the death of Christ Jesus. Salvation is " the one

thing needful;" and if we are awake, as young

Samuel was, we shall seek for it in our Bibles, with

as much seriousness as if we heard God speaking to

us with his voice. We shall pray likewise for the

teaching of the Holy Spirit; according to those

words of David, " Open thou mine eyes, that I may

behold wondrous things out of thy law."

2. But further, Samuel's words express also his

Readiness to obey the will of the Lord. His heart

and life were given to God : therefore he uses the

words, " Thy servant." He could with truth say,

" I am thy servant ; I have chosen thy service, and

I love it. I have loved the habitation of thy House,

and the place where thine honour dwelleth." When

he says, " Thy servant heareth," he means, Thy

servant is ready to obey-

Consider, then, the following plain and weighty

questions :—Have you this devout and praying

heart; this understanding heart; this obedient
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heart? Have you been taught to discern between

good and evil P Do you refuse the evil, and choose

the good ? Have you discovered how corrupt and

sinful you are; and have you sought pardon through

Christ? Have you felt the natural evil of your

heart; and implored the gift of the Holy Spirit, to

take away the heart of stone, and give you a heart

of flesh? Do you love prayer? Do you value

your Bible; and do you love the House of God?
Are you shocked at evil company, and do you shun

it? Do you value the friendship of the godly?

These are questions which we may profitably ask

ourselves, when studying the character of young-

Samuel. Oh may you be led, like him, to love,

serve, and obey your Heavenly Father; to walk

before the Lord vmto all well pleasing ; and to en-

joy the light of his countenance, while he smiles

upon you as upon one of his adopted children

!

PRAYER.

O Lord, who hast in great mercy given unto us

thy holy word, that from it we may learn thy will,

and be guided into the way of life everlasting: We
thank thee for this precious light;—a light which

many prophets and righteous men have desired to

see, and have not seen it. O grant us also the gift

of thy quickening and enlightening Spirit, that we

may in truth be taught of God. Let faith be mixed

with what we read and hear from thy word. Dis-

pose us to embrace its promises with holy joy, and

to order our conversation by its blessed precepts.
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Implant in our hearts the spirit of affectionate and

obedient children. Draw us, and we will run after

thee; yea, our delight shall be in thy command-

ments.

We beseech thee to look graciously upon all

young persons, and to deliver them from the many
snares which beset them on every side. Dispose

them to take good heed to their paths, and in all

things to make their choice according to thy word.

Let the knowledge of thy Holy Scriptures lead

them to faith in Christ Jesus, that they may obtain

eternal salvation through him. Cause them to grow

up as plants in their youth, and hereafter may they

bring forth fruit in their age, to the glory of thy

name, and the good of mankind : and receive them

and us, finally, to thine eternal Kingdom, through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

XXVIIL
DAVID'S SIN AND PAKDON.

2 Samuel xii. 1— 14.

And the Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto

him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city ; the

one rich, and the other poor.

Tlie rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds

:

But the poor man liad notliing, save one little ewe-lamb, which

he had bought and nourished up : and it grew up together with

him, and witli liis children ; it did eat of his own meat, and drank

of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a

daughter.

And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared
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to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the way-
faring man that was come unto him ; but took the poor man's
lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him.

And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man ; and
he said to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done
this thing shall surely die

:

And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this

thing, and because he had no pity.

And Nathan said to David, "rhou art the man. Thus saith the

Lord God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I deli-

vered thee out of the hand of Saul

;

And I gave tliee thy master's house, and thy master's wives

into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah ;

and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto

thee such and such things.

Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord,

to do evil in his sight ? Thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with

the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain

him with the sword of the children of Amnion.

Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house

;

because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah

the Hittite to be thy wife.

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee

out of thine own house ; and I will take thy wives from before

thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie

with thy wives in the sight of this sun.

For thou didst it secretly : but I will do this thing before all

Israel, and before the sun.

And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord.

And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put away thy

sin ; thou shalt not die.

Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion

to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is

born unto thee shall surely die.

It has pleased God, in the Holy Scriptures, to

describe his Saints, not as models of" perfection,

but as they really were ; namely, as frail and sinful
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creatures, saved only through grace. One Person

—and one only— is presented to us as perfect, the

Lord Jesiis Christ : while concerning others, we

know that they are all alike— full of evil. What-

ever holiness any may possess, springs only from

their being born anew of the Holy Spirit: and

even they are to be as our patterns, only so far as

they are made like unto Christ, by divine grace.

Thus was David made, by the Holy Spirit, " a

man after God's own heart." But by his falling

into sin, he showed that a great degree of corrup-

tion still remained in him. Ignorant men are

stumbled at his character : they think it impossible

that one who sinned so grossly could ever have

been a pious man. But humble men are comforted,

to see that one, fallen so deeply, could yet be raised

up again, and restored to God's favour, and to ho-

liness.

May the Holy Spirit make this part of David's

history profitable to our souls ! Let us observe

—

How deep was his repentance ; and how gracious

his recovery.

L In order to bring David to repentance, Na-

than, the prophet, was sent to him by the Lord.

He came with a pointed message, delivered in the

form of a parable. It was directly aimed at David's

case : yet it was so skilfully put, that David did not

see the drift of it ; but took it simply as an account

of the cruelty of one of his subjects. Having heard

the case, he proceeded to pass sentence of death

on the person guilty. In so doing he, in fact, con-
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demned himself. Nathan immediately addressed

the king- in plain words, saying-, " Thou art the

man." David, whose conscience probably had

often before been uneasy, instantly felt the sting

of Nathan's rebuke, and confessed—" I have sinned

against the Lord !"

Observe how closely Nathan fastens conviction

on his mind.—He shows him the source of his sin !

he had " despised the Lord." David had felt no

concern for the dishonour he was bringing on

Religion : or, if conscience had in some degree

checked him, yet he had slighted the check. Con-

science is God's deputy: he, therefore, who resists

his own conscience, despises God.—Again, Nathan

reminds him of the oggravations of his guilt. How
many mercies had David received, which should

have bound him to God's service ! How much
light had shone on his path ! What abundant grace

had been vouchsafed to the sweet Psalmist of

Israel ; so that greater holiness was to be expected

of him than of other men ! Yet all this was sacri-

ficed to gratify a base lust.—Then Nathan points

out the dreadful amount oi' guih:—Bathsheba dis-

honoured ; Uriah and others murdered ; Joab used

as the tool and partner of these murders ; the ene-

mies of the Lord at home, and the Ammonites

abroad, encouraged to triumph and blaspheme

!

In short, David had multiplied immensely the sins

and miseries of other persons, as well as his own.

—All these things were brought home to his con-

science, by the faithful prophet of the Lord.
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2. Now, if David had been a proud, hard, impe-

nitent man, he would have fired at this reproof of

Nathan. He would probably have banished him

from court ; or even have felt inclined to put him

to death. Saul would have done so. But David

was a child of God : grace touched him : grace re-

covered him. See how he bends beneath the

rebuke. He cannot deny the charge : he attempts

no defence : he makes no excuses. He answers

from the bottom of his heart—" I have sinned

against the Lord !"

Perhaps you may think it was an easy matter for

him to make this confession: the words are so few,

and his guilt was so clear. Ah, my friend ! you

foi'get, surely, how long David's heart had been

hardening in sullen silence. The fewness of his

words arose from the overwhelming anguish of his

soul. He abhorred himself. He felt himself to

be vile in God's sight. Meditate on these marks

of godly sorrow ; and you will see, that although

David's words were very few, yet they expressed

every thing. "I"—I am indeed that guilty wretch

whom I have myself just condemned: yea, Iain

viler far than he. " I have sinned ; "—no longer

can I hide my crime, or smother the confession

of it. " Against the Lord ; "—he is the Being most

dishonoured, most oft'ended. True, I have sinned

fearfully against Bathsheba, Uriah, Joab, and many

others
;
yea, against the whole Church of God : but

my sin against the Lord is so enormous, that it

comprehends and surpasses all the rest. ',' Against
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thee, thee only, have 1 sinned, and done this evil

in thy sight."

Full confession opens a ready way for the mes-

sage of free pardon. Nathan is commissioned im-

mediately to declare to David, " The Lord also

hath put away thy sin." When genuine repentance

begins, forgiveness is near at hand. " If we con-

fess our sins"—that is, hating and forsaking them

—

then, "God is faithful and just to forgive us our

sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

Comfortable words, " The Lord also hath put

away thy sin!" But, oh ! where does the Lord

lay that load of guilt ?—On Christ ! The curse of

all our sins falls on His head !
" All we like sheep

have gone astray : we have turned every one to

his own way : and the Lord hath laid on Him the

iniquity of us all."

Wonderful love and pity of our Redeemer; that

he should come to seek and to save that which was

lost—to set free the slaves of Satan—to recover

those who, like David, had once broken the snare

of the devil,' but had been again entangled and

therein overcome ! Surely we must exclaim,

" Where sin abounded, there did grace much more

abound !"

The soul of David is now kept from sinking in

despair. He receives both pardoning and refresh-

ing grace.—But does he continue in sin, that grace

may abound ? Oh, no ! he returns to the service

of the Lord with humble prayer. It was on this

occasion that he wrote his penitential Psalm—the
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Fifty-first: which whosoever reads, must see that

he was restored to the love of holiness.

But lest David himself, or any others, should

forget that sin is vile and dangerous, God appointed

raanv outward punishments soon to fall heavily on

David and his house. The Lord is a God jealous

for the honour of his name. Witness the scene of

David's dying child—the rebellion and untimely

death of his son Absalom—his many family-trou-

bles, and the sore judgments that fell upon his

kingdom. All these calamities were intended to

show what an evil and bitter thing it is, to depart

from the living God. The Lord restores his ser-

vants ; but it is by the way of deep humiliation. He
does not suffer them to shake off their feelings of

shame and grief. Let us draw near to him, broken-

hearted : and while pardon is pronounced, let us

rejoice with trembling-.

PRAYER.

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to thy

loving-kindness : according unto the multitude of

thy tender mercies, blot out our transgressions.

Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse

us from our sin. For we acknowledge our trans-

gressions, and our sin is ever before us.

Lord, we are not able to number all the offences

by which we have transgressed against thee, in

thought, word, and deed. Many of them were

committed before we knew thy holy law, while we

were yet living in ignorance of Thee. And if thy

M
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mercy now hath brought us to delight in thy

service, still we are encompassed with infirmities,

and in many things we sin continually. Hide thy

face from our sins, O Lord, and blot out all our

iniquities. Cleanse our souls in the fountain of the

Redeemer's blood. Though our sins be as scarlet,

let them be as white as snow : though they be red

like crimson, let them be as wool.

Lord, we confess before thee the corruption and

vileness of our nature. Sin hath polluted our ima-

gination, our affections, and our memory. Our
mind is darkened and our conscience defiled

;
yea,

the very spring of our thoughts is unclean. We
were shapen in iniquity : we were born in sin : we
are by nature children of wrath. There is no dif-

ference between us and the worst of men, but what

thy free grace hath wrought : and, oh ! what cause

have we to blush an<l be confounded, at the remem-
brance that we have so little improved the light and

knowledge which we enjoy. Alas ! how far short

do we fall of our high calling in Christ Jesus !

Lord, create in us a clean heart, and renew a

right spirit within us. Cast us not away from thy

presence : take not thy Holy Spirit from us. Up-
hold us with thy free Spirit. Enable us to rejoice

in thee, and live to thy glory, accounting thy ser-

vice perfect freedom.

Forgive us, O Lord, those iniquities more
especially, by which we have caused others to sin.

Wo would lay our hand upon our mouth, when we

reflect how we have even tempted others to com-
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init iniquity : and too often, al;is ! we have been

a stumbling--bloek and an oftenee to tliine own

children. Deliver us from this burden of guilt,

O God, thou God of our sidvation. Open our lip*,

that we may with earnestness and affection extol

thy pardoning- mercy, and thy renewing- gmce.

Give us wisdoni to lead many wandering souls to

Christ; especially from among those with whom
we once joined in folty and sin.

O Thou that despisest not the sighing of a con-

trite heart, nor the desire of such as be sorrowful

;

let thy merciful ears be open unto our prayer. Ac-

cept, and bless us : and do for us even more than

we have asked, tlirough the riches of thy grace in

Christ our Lord. Amen.

XXIX.

DEATH OF AN INFANT.

2 Samuel xii. 18—23.

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died.

And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child was

dead ; for they said, Behold, while the cliild was yet alive, we

spake unto him, and he would not hearken unto our voice : how
will he tlien vex himself, if we tell him that the child is dead ?

But when David saw that the servants whispered, David per-

ceived that the child was dead : therefore David said unto his

servants, Is the child dead ? And they said, He is dead.

Then David arose from the earth, and washed and anointed

himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the

Lord, and worshipped : then he came to his own house ; and when

he re quired, they set bread before him, and he did eat.

Then said his servants unto him, What thing is this that thou
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hast done ? thou didst fast and weep for the child, while it was
alive ; but when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread.

And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept

:

for I said, "Who can tell whether God will be gracious to me, that

the child may live ?

But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast ? can I bring him
back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.

The manner in which different persons behave

under affliction, is exceedingly various. Some cry

aloud : others mourn in silence. Some have their

burst of g-rief beforehand ; others—which is perhaps

more common—after the bereavement. There is no
uniformity in these matters: but it is the bounden
duty of the servants of God, while suffering natural

tears to have their flow, yet at the same time to

turn to the Lord who smites them, and meekly to

kiss the rod.

David had a bitter cup to drink of, in the sick-

ness and death of his little child. Let us learn

from him some useful lessons, which may be sea-

sonable to us when in similar afflictions.

1. It would be painful to David to see the poor

little infant suffering, and the mother watching over

it with tender anxiety; yet, as he had reason to

fear, with no hope of its recovery. It pierces the

heart of father and mother to hear the moans of a

helpless babe, and to feel how little can be done to

relieve it. It struggles on awhile, and cries, and

pants, and is convulsed, till at length it breathes

its last breath, and becomes a pale corpse. And all

this, for what ? Not for sins actually committed by
that infant ; but because it inherits the curse lying
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on Adam and all his race. God hereby proves to

us, that sin has tainted and ruined all the family of

mankind ; and he marks in the clearest manner his

abhorrence of sin. Here we see death reigning-

over one that has "not sinned after the similitude

of Adam's transgression"—that is, not wilfully or

knowingly : yet, as being his offspring, it is involved

in that wide-sweeping sentence, " In the day that

thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die." " In

Adam all die." " By one man sin entered into

the world, and death by sin."—Who can dispute

the righteous judgment of God ? or who can resist

His will ? Let us bow, and adore !

2. The merciful provisions of the Covenant of

grace, should, at such a time, be fully set before our

view. In David's mind there was good hope, that,

through the infinite merits of the Redeemer, this

poor infant rested with God. He doubted not, but

that its soul was now for ever set free from the

curse, and that its short season of anguish was

exchanged for a glorious and immortal life, through

Jesus Christ.

3. Yet there were some peculiarly humbling

thoughts which could not fail to rush into David's

mind, and keep him very low in his own eyes.

This child was the fruit of sin ; and its death was

designed as a signal mark of God's displeasure

against that sin. In this way alone could the

mouth of blasphemers, the enemies of the Lord,

be stopped : (2 Samuel xii. 14.)

When we are called to suffer deep affliction of
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any kind, it may not always be possible to trace a

connection between our sin and its punishment.

Thus much, however, is certain:— if" there had

been no sin, there would have been no suffering

in the world : and therefore affliction should always

lead us to renewed exercises of sorrow for sin.

4. The case of David may teach us how we
ought to behave beforehand.) ere the affliction comes

;

and especially at a time when the rod appears to

be closely hanging over us. Humble prayer should

then be our work and our comfort. In the case of

this infant, wliile mother, nurse, and physician were

all doing their best to save life, David made it his

special office to intercede for the poor little-one.

He fasted, he wept, he lay upon the earth; he
withdrew from ordinary society, that he might give

himself unto prayer. He prayed, hoping against

hope. He prayed as one that knew the power of

Prayer; for prayer has often stayed the hand of

wrath, and moved the tenderest compassions of

the Lord our God, "Like as a father pitieth

his cliildren, so the Lord pitieth them that fear

him."

5. The example of David shows us also how we
should conduct ourselves after afflictions.

There seems to ha/e been a holy cheerfulness

imparted immediately to the soul of David, as soon
as he heard that the worst was over. The Spirit of

consolation lifted him up from the earth; carried

him to the House of God ; bent his knees in adora-

tion ; and strengthened him to spread forth his
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hands in praise. The same free Spirit led him

back to his household and family, and there en-

abled him to speak a few words, full of Resigna-

tion and Hope :
" Now the child is dead, wherefore

should I fast ? Can I bring- him back again ? I

shall go to him, but he shall not return to me."

What a comfort, that God hath not only permitted

us to weep, but hath likewise appointed " a time to

refrain from weeping." Yet some there are who
refuse to be comforted : they seem to be in love

with grief, and act as if they "did well to be

angry." For what else is it, but rebellion against

the Most High, to cherish sorrow long after the

affliction is past? Was not the Lord wise and

just, kind and good, in sending the rod of chastise-

ment ? May not indulged sorrow grow into a kind

of sullen resentment against God ? Does it not

tend to prevent peaceful, sweet communion with

him? And is it not sure to keep us hack from

many active duties, which demand our attention?

Keason itself teaches, that grief cannot bring

back the beloved object, whose loss we so bitterly

deplore. But the Gospel does far more for us. It

reveals to us that exceeding and eternal weight of

glory, which is prepared for all who die in the

Lord. When, therefore, a little infant sleeps in

Jesus; or when a departed relative or fi-iend has

left good evidence that he was the Lord's, we
should aim at following him to glory : saying with

affectionate desire, " I shall go to him !" And hav-

ing this hope, we should, as it were, arise and shake
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ourselves from the dust, and put on our beautiful

garments ; once more take our harp from off the

willows, and sing joyfully, " O give thanks unto

the Lord, for he is good ;— for his mercy enJureth

for ever."

PRAYER.

Righteous art thou, O Lord, in thy judgments,

and in all thy dealings with the children of men
None can stay thine hand, or say unto thee, What

doest thou? We adore thee for thine infinite

holiness ; and we humbly acknowledge thy justice

in the punishment of sin. Thou art of purer eyes

than to behold iniquity, and wilt by no means clear

the guilty. We confess that we have grievously

offended against thee, and have deserved thy dis-

pleasure: but, O Heavenly Father, be not angry

with us for ever : in wrath remember mercy. For

thy dear Son's sake, pardon all our transgressions.

Blot them out of the book of thy remembrance.

Deal not with us after our sins, neither reward us

according to our iniquities.

Lord, when thou layest thy chastening hand upon

our families, and takest away any that are tlear to

us, enable us meekly to bow to thy holy will, and

to believe that thou doest all things well. The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away : blessed

be the name of the Lord !

Sanctify to us, O Lord, all our remaining family-

comforts. We know not how soon they may be

taken away from us, or we removed from them.

Cause us to pass the time of our sojourning here
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in fear : and let tliy Name be glorified by us, in

all that we do, and in all that we sutler. Let us

not yield to a spirit of complaining-, or of unbelief.

Shed abroad in our hearts the abundant consola-

tions of thy Spirit. Though thou hast caused

grief, yet have compassion upon us, according to

the multitude of thy mercies. Make us glad ac-

cording to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us,

and the years wherein we have seen evil. Return,

O Lord of Hosts ; show the light of thy counte-

nance, and we shall be whole.

Hear us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Me-
diator and Advocate. Amen.

XXX.

DANGEEOUS SICKNESS OF A YOUNG PERSON.

2 Samuel xii. 22.

Who can tell whether God will be gracious unto me ?

The affecting history of David's conduct on occa-

sion of the sickness and death of his infant child,

may lead our minds yet further, in a channel of

profitable reflection. Let us turn from the parti-

cular case of David; and inquire, with calm but

solemn interest—What ought to be our feelings

and conduct, when expecting to lose some beloved

relative of maturer age ?

It may be a son or a daughter, grown up to years

of discretion, who is lying on the bed of languish-

ing. What shall the anxious parent think and do
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now ? In other words, What shall he say to his

own heart—to the God of all grace—and to the

Sufferer, whose last hour is gradually approaching?

— I will endeavour to tell you.

1. It is a time when a pious parent may well ask

himself—Have I valued the soul of" this my child

more than his body, his health, or any earthly ad-

vantage that I may lawfully have wished for him ?

Now that his worldly hopes are well nigh cut off,

can I say that his eternal interest in Christ has

been the chief desire of my heart ? Has my con-

duct and example, have my words and counsels,

and my daily intercourse with him, been such as

to help him towards the attainment of everlasting

glory ? Can I appeal to him for the truth of this

—

that long before I apprehended danger to his life,

I was above all things anxious to be well assured of

his conversion— that I coveted this blessing, that I

sought it, and laboured for it ?

2. Turning to God, the parent may say—Lord,

thou knowest all things, and there is no dissembling

with thee. Thou knowest how feeble and how im-

perfect have been my best exertions and prayers

for the salvation of this dear child, who now appears

stricken for death. I must in truth confess, that I

have sought the greatest of all blessings far too

coldly; nay, even with a divided heart. Justly

may I mourn, to think that I have been training

him up too much for this life—too little for lliee !

Yet, O Lord, I trust it hath been my ruling desire

—as it is now—that he should be thine, here and
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licrcafter. Oh, let us not be separated from each

othor at the Last Day ; hut may we meet for ever

at thy right hand ! Thou seest and hearest my

tears, my sighs, my prayers, on his behalf. Oh,

forgive me, whereinsoever I have neglected or

failed in the greatest of all duties to my child :

forgive, O Lord; and prevent or repair the evil.

Let thy good Spirit assist me, ui this my need, to

speak to the edification of one so dear to me.

Lord, shut not thy merciful ears to my prayer.

Give me the tongue of the learned, that I may be

enabled, morning and noon and evening, to speak

a word in season to him that is weary. Lord, open

his heart, to receive instruction and comfort.

3, As for the sufferer, what it may be proper to

say to him, must depend on a variety of circum-

stances : only a few general thoughts can here be

offered. We may inquire

—

— Has the Spirit of God been secretly working

on your heart? Or are you, as yet, unconverted i

— What outward evidences are there, that a

saving change hath been wrought in you i

— Is sin brought to your remembrance ? Do
you mourn for it with a godly sorrow?

— Are you convinced of the utter depravity of

your natural heart ; its vileness, weakness, blind-

ness, and alienation from God ?

— Have you discovered any particular corruption

of your nature ; and are you seeking grace to resist

and subdue it?

— Do you study the Holy Scriptures, with self-
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application and self-examination? Are you accus-

tomed to private prayer ? Have you frequented

the Lord's Table?

— Have you that faith, which alone can keep the

soul at rest; the sure belief that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, even the chief?

— Is your faith a living faith ? Does it work by

love?

— Has this love the true marks ; namely, hatred

of sin; a loathing- of yourself; the subduing of

your corruptions; delight in contemplating Christ's

work
;
glorying in the Cross of Christ ; renoun-

cing all confidence in your own righteousness; lov«

of the image of Christ when seen in others; de-

sire that all men may be brought savingly to know
him ? In a word—When Jesus, who is altogether

lovely, inquires into the state of your heart, can

you answer plainly, " Lord, thou knowest all

things ; thou knowest that I love thee?"

Such are the inquiries which a Parent ought

to make—such his topics of conversation, when
watching over a dying child. Others might be

suggested : but these are a few ; and they are

among the weightiest.

Let them be pressed tenderly—firmly—wisely

—

perseveringly.

Oh ! how should Parents strive, while their chil-

dren are in health, to lead them to the one thing

needful ! In the trying hour of separation, all the

proofs that can be had, of their being in a state of

grace, will be none too many. And if, at their de-
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partiire, they leave a brig^ht evidence of their having

been made meet for glory, with what unspeakable

joy shall we reflect that we faithfully offered them

to God, and that He has graciously accepted them !

They are gathered " as wheat into the garner !"

PRAYER.

Almighty and EternalLord God,«wlth whom one

day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years

as one day : We bow down before thee, confessing

ourselves poor and feeble creatures, fallen and mi-

serable sinners, who depend entirely on thy pity,

long-suffering, and goodness. We are but of yes-

terday, and know nothing ; for our days on earth

are a shadow. We are as a wind that passeth

away and cometh not again.

O Lord, how often dost thou remind us of our

frail and perishing condition ! Thou callest away

the grey-headed and aged, the infant and suckling

:

and when thou sendest abroad the messengers of

death, the youngest and the strongest have no

power to withstand thy sovereign will. Thou,

even thou, art to be feared : and who may stand in

thy sight, when once thou art angry ?

We beseech thee, O Lord, to look graciously

upon thy servants ; and, in all our trials and sor-

rows, strengthen us by thy holy word ; that we

through patience and comfort of the Scriptures

may have hope. Oh that thy word may be to us

the joy and rejoicing of our heart : may we esteem

it more than our necessary food. Give us grace to
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speak of it continually to our children while they

are yet in health : write thy law in our heart and
in theirs, that it may he our companion at all sea-

sons, when we sit in the house, or walk by the

way; when we lie down, and when we rise up.

Unite us in the bonds of the everlasting Covenant,

by faith in Christ, our living- Head : and shed

abroad in our hearts, and in the hearts of all who
are dear to us, the grace of the Holy Ghost the

Comforter : so that, whenever thou shalt be pleased

to call any member of our families hence, we may
have joy in the assurance that they sleep in Jesus,

aild are for ever with the Lord.

Lord, prepare the minds of those, whom thou

hast appointed unto death, that they may be found

ready when death shall come. Enable them to

search and try their ways, and turn to thee with

renewed repentance, and g-odly sorrow for sin. Let

not any veil of ignorance, or of self-deceit, rest on
their hearts. See if there be any wicked way in

them : and lead them to know and embrace the

Saviour with a true heart, and with full assurance

of faith. Let thy Holy Spirit work in them that

which is well- pleasing in thy sight: and receive

them at length into thine everlasting kingdom.

We humbly commend to thy mercy, O Lord,

ourselves and all belonging to us; beseeching thee

to do for them and for us more than we are able

to ask or think, according to the riches of thy

grace, through Jesus Christ : to whom be glory in

the Church, throughout all ages, world without

end. Amen.
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XXXI.
SOLOMON TKAYING FOR WISDOM.

1 Kings; iii. 5— 15.

In Gibeon the Lord ajipeared lo Solomon in a droani by night

:

and God said, Ask what I shall give thee.

And Solomon said. Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David,

my father, great mercy, according as he walked before thee in

truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee
;

and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast

given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king,

instead of David my father : and I am but a little child : I know

not how to go out or come in.

And thy servant is in the midst of thy people whicli thou hast

chosen, a great people, that cannc t be numbered nor counted for

multitude.

Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy

people, that I may discern between good and bad : for who is able

to judge this thy so great a people ?

And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this

thing.

And God said unto him. Because thou hast asked this thing, and

hast not asked for thyself long life ; neither hast asked riches for

thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies ; but hast asked

for thyself understanding to discern judgment

;

Behold, I have done according to tliy words : lo, I have given

thee a wise and an understanding heart ; so that there was none like

thee before thee, neitlier after thee shall any arise like unto thee.

And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked,

both riches and honour : so that there shall not be any among

the kings like unto thee all thy days.

And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my
commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen

thy days.

When we have any great duty before us— wlicji we

are entering, for example, upon any new situation
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in life, or any post of difficulty— it will be very ser-

viceable for us to remember Solomon's prayer, and

to make it our own :
" Give me wisdom." Let tbis

be tbe first, and tbe constant desire of our heart

!

But it is not this petition alone that deserves our

notice : the whole passage is worthy of our most

attentive consideration.

1. The first thing to be noticed, is, the Thank-

fulness of heart which he manifests when stirring

up his heart to pray. He bctjins with Praise,

—

praise for favours already received. He acknow-

ledges the great goodness which God had shown to

his father David, and to himself. Truth and right-

eousness had flourished under the reign of his fa-

ther ; and he himself was now securely placed on

the throne. These were unspeakably great benefits,

for which both himself and his people had cause to

rejoice.—In like manner, whenever we approach

the throne of grace in prayer for new blessings,

we shall do well to thank God for the past. Let

us heartily bless Him for former loving-kindnesses,

and then ask for more.

2. The Humility of mind with which Solomon

prays, is not less remarkable than his gratitude.

He uses the lowliest words possible, to express

his sense of his own ignorance and insufficiency.

" I am but a little child : 1 know not how to go out,

or how to come in." And he adds, " Who is able

to judge this thy so great a people?"—meaning,

" Surely I am not !"— Humility is one chief requi-

site in acceptable prayer. When we take a high
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view of our duties, and a low view of our abilities,

and when with these feelings we ask of God grace

according to our necessities, we are welcome peti-

tioners. " For God resisteth the proud, but giveth

grace unto the humble."

3. The Faith also of Solomon is greatly to be

admired. He was strong in faith, and therefore

bold in prayer. No sooner does the Lord invite

him in those words, " Ask what I shall give thee,"

than he immediately asks. Tiie Spirit of grace

and of supplication being poured out upon him, he

does not hesitate or doubt : he takes God at his

word : he asks, and he obtains.

St. James, when exhorting us to px'ay for this

same gift, the gift of wisdom, adds the command, to

" pray in faith, nothing wavering." When a Chris-

tian allows his faith to waver, then, the Apostle

adds, " Let not that man think that he shall obtain

any thing of the Lord."

4. Solomon's petition was itself characterized by

that very wisdom for which he prayed. If he had

not been already in some degree truly wise—and if

he had not already felt the blessedness of being so

—

he would not have asked for wisdom in so prompt

a manner. He had already tasted of the heavenly

gift ; and therefore coveted it the more earnestly.

It is a mark of sound understanding to discern, at

once, what it is that we most need, and what will

be the most valuable to us.

How few possess this sound understanding !

—

Consider, for a moment, what it is that mankind

N



178 SOLOMON PRAYING FOR WISDOM.

generally desire. If men had a window in their

breast, at which we could look in, and see the

thoughts and wishes passing inside, should we not

find the greater part of our fellow-creatures eagerly

bent on those very things, which Solomon entirely

left out of his prayer ? " Oh, for long life, health,

and enjoyment !

" " Money, money by all means !

"

" Oh, that my enemy, or my rival, were put out of

the way!"—these are the eager wishes of the

many. What multitudes bargain away their im-

mortal souls—and all for vanity !

5. The prayer of Solomon manifested also the

greatest good-will toward others, especially his

subjects. He was considering, not so much his

own advantage, as the welfare of a great multitude,

who were dependent on him. In praying for wis-

dom, he sought the happiness of the many thou-

sands of Israel. It was the prayer, therefore, of

an enlarged, benevolent, and disinterested heart.

It was noble, generous, kingly.

Perhaps you may be ready to say—" But what

good can / do ? I am not a king." My friend,

we all of us should aim at doing some good. Have
we five talents? Let us make with them other

five. Have we only one talent? Let us not hide

it in a napkin.

Let us moreover remember this—that to govern

well our own souls, to manage our worldly business,

our families, and all our affairs with our fellow-

creatures, is a work requiring much wisdom. You
have not perhaps a large sphere : it may be well
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for you if" you have not. But thus much is always

within our reacli—to learn and labour to get our

own living-, and to do our duty in that state of life

unto which it hath pleased God to call us.

6. Fn a word, the prayer of Solomon shows that

the Spirit of holiness ruled in his heart. It is said

concerning him, that " Solomon loved the Lord,

walking in all the statutes of David his father."

This was then his character. He prayed, there-

fore, like one devoted to the glory of God, and to

the good of his Church.

The Lord answered his prayer far beyond his

expectations. He not only gave him a wise and an

undei'standing heart; but he gave him also riches

and honour. Solomon was the wealthiest, as well

as the wisest, of all the kings of Israel.

Let us, however, while thus admiring Solomon,

remember the affecting lesson afterwards taught us

by his fall. Wise and holy as he was, yet for a

long season he gave himself up to all the follies of

idolatry, and to many sinful lusts and pleasures.

There is reason to believe that he repented, and

that the Spirit of God was not utterly taken from

him. But the glory of Solomon was darkly shaded

by his sins. Our only perfect pattern of wisdom

and purity is the Lord Jesus Christ. Him we

may not only admire, but trust : him we are bound

to love, obey, and imitate, with all our heart and

soul, and mind and strength. He it was who gave

to Solomon this wisdom, though Solomon for a

season abused the gifts of God. To us he freely

N 2
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offers the same inestimable treasure : not indeed

worldly wisdom, but that grace by which we may
be made wise unto salvation. Glory then only in

Christ ; in his rich promises, his holy doctrine,

his bright example. " A greater than Solomon is

here!"

PRAYER.

Almighty and most merciful Father, who through

thy Son, Jesus Christ, hast promised to give thy

Holy Spirit to them that ask thee : Grant to us,

that, being united to Christ by a living faith, we

may ever receive out of his fulness grace sufficient

for us, even grace for grace. Let the Spirit of the

Lord rest on us, thy humble servants ;—the Spirit

of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel

and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear

of the Lord.

We beseech thee to bestow on us that wisdom

which is profitable to direct us in all our conversa-

tion with mankind ; especially when we are called

to new or difficult duties. Leave us not to the

darkness of our own understandings, or to the pride

of our own reasonings : but sanctify every power of

our souls; and bestow on us singleness of heart,

that we may seek to glorify thee both in will and

deed. Let the love of Christ constrain us to labour

for the good of others, and to maintain a holy fel-

lowship with them that are of the household of

faith. Strengthen us with might, by thy Spirit, in

the inner man, that we may be enabled both to will

and to perform whatever is pleasing in thy sight.
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Keep us, we pray thee, from those shis which do

most easily beset us. When we think we stand,

cause us to take the greater heed lest we fall.

Suffer us not to become wise in our own conceits.

Of" thy great mercy, O Lord, grant us the comfort

of thy presence ; and make us a blessing to others,

as we pass through this sinful world.

Raise up, O Lord, in every class of society, faith-

ful and able persons, to maintain Thy cause, and to

do good in their generation. Endue our Sovereign,

and all that are in authority, with heavenly grace,

that they may rule thy people in truth and right-

eousness. Give to all governors and pastors of

thy Church the wisdom that is from above,—the

wisdom that is pure and peaceable, full of mercy

and good fruits. Be gracious to the people of this

land, and lead them in the paths of righteousness

for thy Name's sake. May it please thee to have

mercy upon all men. Let wisdom and knowledge

be the stability of our times, and the fear of the

Lord our treasure. Be thou the strength of salva-

tion to thy Church : defend, guide, and bless every

member of the same. Thou only art our Sun and

Shield, our joy and glory, O thou Prince of Peace,

Jesus Christ our Lord : to Thee, therefore, with

the Father and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed all

honour, might, majesty, and dominion, now and for

ever. Amen.
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XXXII.

ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW.

1 Kings xvii. 8—16.

And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying.

Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and

dwell there : behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to

sustain thee.

So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to

the gate of the city, behold, tlie widow woman was there, gather-

ing sticks : and he called to her, and said. Fetch me, I pray thee,

a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.

And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said.

Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.

And she said. As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake,

but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse

:

and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress

it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.

And Elijah said unto her. Fear not
;
go and do as thou hast

said : but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto

me, and after make for thee and for thy son.

For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall

not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that

the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.

And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah : and

she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.

And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil

fail, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah.

This beautiful story furnishes us with some lessons

that are highly important to all : it also offers pe-

culiar encouragements to those who know and serve

the Lord. Let us meditate on the various parti-

culars of the narrative.
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1. First, we soe how easily God can punish a

whole nation, when their sins have stirred his

anjrer. He can shut np the heavens, and with-

hold the rain necessary for the growth of corn.

When he does so—(thus causing bread to be very

scarce and very dear)—it is a signal to us, not to

murmur or rebel, as sinners often do; but, to

humble ourselves before the Lord.

2. With humiliation, however, we ought to unite

thankfulness. We should reflect, what a mercy it

is that God causes the earth to bring forth its

fruit so constantly, year after year, in due season.

Sinners provoke the Lord every day ; and yet his

mercies are not come utterly to an end.

3. This story may well teach us the duty of

practising moderation. By his simple and self-

denying habits of life, the prophet Elijah had

learned how to bear hardships. All that he asks

for, is, a little water to drink, and a morsel of

breat to eat.—Let us aim at being contented with

a little, and with very simple things; since we
know not what may be coming on the earth, or

what hardships we may be called to endure. In

times of scarcity we shall learn the value of the

plainest food.

4. We are next reminded, that we ought to be

bountiful in giving to others. " God loveth a

cheerful giver." In times of want, instead of

holding back, we should be most ready to be

bountiful. This poor widow and her son were in

the greatest straits : it is not unlikely that they
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had seen some of their neighbours perish by the

famine; and the widow represents that they them-

selves were even hard at death's door. Yet, en-

coui'aged by the word of the Lord spoken by
Elijah, she freely brought to the wayfaring pro-

phet the morsel which she was making ready for

herself and her son. She was a poor, yet liberal

servant of the Lord.

Much good may be done in a poor neighbour-

hood, and in hard times, when all lend a helping-

hand. " If thou hast little, do thy diligence to

give gladly of that little."

.5. Again : we may learn from this story to trust

in Providence. Little did the prophet and the

widow expect to be such helpers to each other,

till God ordained their meeting ! We never know
what good things may be preparing for those who
patiently wait the Lord's time. Our extremity

may prove to be God's opportunity.—The conti-

nuance of the meal and oil was plainly miraculous

:

such a supply we do not expect. Yet, where strict

Christian economy is used, very often, if it please

God, small means hold out for a long time ; till,

through his goodness, better days appear.

6. But chiefly let us with joy remember, that the

gi'ace of God is inexhaustible ! Bread and water

may fail; but the mercy of the Lord endureth for

ever. " To the poor the Gospel is preached: " and

if the poor are rich in faith, the Gospel will make
them blessed in their souls here, and blessed be-

yond all they can conceive in the world to come.
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" He that spared not his own Son, but delivered

him up for us all, how shall he not with him also

freely give us all things ?" Pardon, and peace, and

the spirit of holiness, are great blessings : these we

may have at all times, and that plenteously. " I

am come," saitli Jesus, " that they might have life

;

and, that they might have it more abundantly."

In the kingdom of grace there is no such thing as

famine ! The prophet must die : the widow and

her son, after a while, must die: so, in our turn,

must we also. But "he that believeth in Jesus,

though he were dead, yet shall he live : and whoso

liveth and believeth in him, shall never die."

PRAYER.

O Lord God, our Creator, Preserver, and con-

tinual Benefactor : We acknowledge thy great and

undeserved goodness to us, and to all men. It is

of thine abundant treasure that we partake day by

day. Thou openest thy hand, and satisfiest the

desire of every living thing.

Teach us, O Lord, to accept thy mercies with

a thankful heart, and to use the bounties of thy

providence with holy moderation. In whatsoever

state we are, enable us to be therewith content.

Dispose us also to be liberal, according to our

ability. Bestow on us the mind which was in

Christ Jesus; that it may be our delight to go

about doing good; and that we may ever account

it more blessed to give, than to receive.

Prepare us for whatever changes may be ap-
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pointed for us; for we know not what a day may
bring forth. Shouldest thou withhold, or take

away from us, tlie good things of this life, yet leave

us not destitute of those things which accompany

salvation. Satisfy our souls with thy hid treasure

;

with righteousness, joy, and peace in the Holy
Ghost. And when thou shalt call us hence, re-

ceive us to thine everlasting kingdom, through our

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

XXIII.

THE WIDOW'S SON.

1 KixNGS xvii. 17—24.

And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the

woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick ; and his sickness was
so sore, that there was no breath left in him.

And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O
thou man of God ? art thou come unto me to call my sin to re-

membrance, and to slay my son ?

And he said unto her. Give me thy son. And he took him out

of her bosom, and carried him itp into a loft where he abode, and

laid him upon his own bed.

And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast

thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by
slaying her son ?

And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried

unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee let this

child's soul come into him again !

And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah ; and the child's soul

came into him again, and he revived.

And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of his

chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother : and

Elijah said. See, thy son liveth.



1 KINGS XVII. 17—24. 187

And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou

art a man of God, and that the word of tlie Lord in thy mouth is

truth.

How tender is the affection which a mother bears

to her offspring- ! and how greatly must this be

increased in a widow towards her only son ! Yet

sometimes our Heavenly Father, who is infinitely

wise, sees fit to separate dearest relatives, by the

stroke of death. When he does so, some of the

lessons to be learned are the following.

1. First, a season of affliction is a time for call-

ing our sins to remembrance. Humiliation before

God is our duty always : yet times of sorrow are

peculiarly suited to revive and strengthen our hum-

bling recollections. It is not said what particular

sin this widow-woman remembered. If afflictions

make us thoughtful, we may easily call to mind

many things, by which we have offended God, and

grieved his Holy Spirit.

2. Should one of our children or beloved friends

be sick, nigh unto death, we should commend that

child, or that friend, to God ; begging our Mini-

sters and fellow-Christians to pray for his re-

covery. If his sickness becomes " so sore, that

there is no breath left in him," it would be foolish

ill us to expect a miracle to raise him from the

dead. We must needs leave him in the hands of

the great and holy Judge ; and we should ourselves

prepare to meet our God, not knowing how soon

our turn may come.

3. But what is there terrible in death, to those
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who faithfully follow Christ ? Nothing:—in their

case, the sting- of death is quite taken away. " They
sleep in Jesus, and are blest." Even this widow,

who perhaps had not much knowledge—(certainly

not so much knowledge as we may enjoy under

the Gospel dispensation)—yet believed that Elijah

was the servant of God, and that the word of the

Lord by his mouth was truth. How much more,

then, may we take comfort from the words of

Christ ! He promises—" I will receive you unto

myself, that where I am, there ye may be also."

4. How faithful and earnest should parents be,

watching over the souls of their young children,

and bringing them up in the nurture and admoni-

tion of the Lord ! If our labours for the good of

their souls are successful, then are we blessed in-

deed ! Especially, should any one of them die in

the Lord early, it will be our comfort to know that

the beloved child is only gone home a little before

us. The cold grave is his bed : but at the last day

that body shall rise again, to be united as a glorious

body to his departed spirit ; while that spirit even

now rests sweetly on the bosom of Jesus.

PRAYER.

O Lord God Almighty, merciful and gracious,

slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy : Like as a

father pitieth his children, so dost Thou pity them

that fear thee. Thou dost not willingly afflict or

grieve the children of men. But thou art a holy

God, declaring thy displeasure against sin, by the
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judo^ments which thou dost execute. Thou hast set

our miquities before us, our secret sms m the light

of thy countenance. When thou hidest thy face,

we are troubled : when thou takest away our breath,

we die and return to our dust.

Lord, we desire to humble ourselves under thy

mig-hty hand. We are miserable, poor, and help-

less sinners. There is in us no good thing : our

very righteousnesses are defiled with sin, and we

are utterly unworthy to approach thee, the holy

and righteous God. But we come in the name of

Him who is worthy, and who ever liveth at thy

right hand, to make intercession for us. For

Christ's sake pardon all that is amiss : forgive us

all our sins, negligences and ignorances ; and blot

them out of the book of thy remembrance.

In all time of our affliction, bestow on us more

of that broken and contrite heart, which thou wilt

not despise. Increase our faith in thee, and com-

fort us by a more close communion with thee,

through the Spirit. Sanctify all our troubles to

the good of our souls.

Look graciously upon our families, our friends

and neighbours ; and supply all our wants, accord-

ing to the riches of thy goodness. Thou knowest

what is needful and best for us : have compassion

upon our infirmities and necessities : leave us not,

neither forsake us, O God of our salvation. Feed

us with food convenient for us : but above all,

nourish our souls with the Bread of eternal life.

Guide us in safety through this wilderness below,
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and bring us finally to the land of" everlasting- rest,

where thy servants are exalted to serve thee with

joy unspeakable and full of glory, througii Christ

our Lord. Amen.

XXXIV.

HEARTINESS IN SERVING GOD.

2 CiiuoNicLEs xxxi. 20, 21.

And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and wrought

that which was good and right and truth in the sight of the Lord.

And in every work that he began in the service of the house

of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his

God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered.

From this account of king Hezekiah, I propose

to draw your attention to several religious duties.

Since half-hearted persons cannot hope for success

in any thing, may the Spirit of God stir up our

wills and affections, to do whatsoever our hand

findeth to do, zealously and with good courage !

1. Let me however, in the very first place, offer

this .question for your consideration—Have you

reason to believe that your soul is really converted

to God? If there be any ground for doubt on this

point, then Conversion is that which you have be-

fore all things, and above all things, to labour for

;

God calls you to turn from sin, to seek pardon

through faith in his Son Jesus Christ, and to enter

on a life of holiness, by the promised help of his

Spirit. Oh then, if this work has yet to be begun

in you, let it be begun immediately : it is " the one
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tlnno- needful." And set about it in earnest : for

it is not a lioht thing ; it is your life.

2. But, if you be converted, yet conscience pos-

sibly may point out to you some great evil in your

heart and life, which needs Correction. If so, cor-

rect that evil without delay. Let Reform begin

at home—in your own soul. Allow of no neglect.

Spare no sin, no lust, no evil habit, no favourite

indulgence. Cut off" the right hand; pluck out

the right eye. Be faithful to conscience and to

God, giving up whatever you know to be wrong

in your course. Do this with all your heart, and

prosper.

3. Let me take a particular instance.— Is there

some Family Duty, which needs your attention?

Perhaps Family Prayer; or Family Discipline; or

the teaching the Children or Servants, training

them to prayer, to public worship and to the study

of the Holy Scriptures. When these home-duties

have been long neglected, it requires some courage

to set them up. Hezekiah had a whole kingdom to

reform ! Let Heads of Families see what they have

to do in the smaller circle of their own households.

And when convinced what their duty is, let them

do it with all their heart, and prosper.

4. Have you to give special Advice or Reproof

—

possibly to some one nearly connected with you

—

a son, a servant, a friend, or a companion ? Pos-

sibly, to a backslider from the service of God.

This is a delicate office, but a most necessary one.

" Thou shalt in any wise reprove thy brother, and
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not suffer sin to rest upon him." Part of the

difficulty lies in this—we find it no easy matter by

gentleness to tvin upon him. But our main trial

is to muster up courage to he faithful. No doubt

Hezekiah had his share of difficulties in this re-

spect. He discharged his duty, however, with un-

flinching firmness. Like him, having prayed for

the graces of wisdom and kindness, let us aim at

giving counsel or censure, where it is necessary;

and let us do it with all our heart. Through
God's blessing, we shall often prosper, far beyond

our expectations.

5. It may be there is some great and good

Public Work going on in the world, or in the

Church ; and you are called to bear some part in

it. In such a case, lay aside all self-seeking, all

self-importance, all self-indulgence. Publicity often

tempts men to vain-glory. In working for God, we

should take special care to do that, and that only,

which is " good and right and truth before the

Lord our God." We should act conscientiously,

and with a pure heart. Looking therefore to his

Blessed Spirit, to sanctify our motives, let us in

the strength of the Lord lay hold on our portion

of the work.—Let us do it with all our heart, and

prosper.

6. These considerations will prepare us for the

opposition of a sinful world. Whoever strives to

mend the character of his neighbours, will certainly

encounter enmity and ill-will. But in this respect

we are not a whit worse ofi^ than king Hezekiah
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was. When, in the course of his great national

reformation, lie sent messengers from city to city,

inviting all Israel to repentance, many persons of

different tribes mocked at his messengers, and

laughed them to scorn. Trials such as these are

permitted by God ; but they ought not to discou-

rage us. If we serve him with full purpose of

heart, he can silence our enemies, and raise us up

friends : and this he will do, for the glory of his

own Name.
PRAYER.

Blessed Lord, who hast committed unto each of

thy servants his several talents, and commanded us

to occupy till thou come : Stir up, we beseech thee,

our wills and affections, that we may glorify thee,

and that, while we have opportunity, we may do

good unto all men. We have a great work to do,

and little time to do it in: O quicken us, while it is

called to-day. Make us valiant for the truth upon

the earth. Guide us with sound knowledge and

understanding, that we may wisely design, and

effectually execute, whatsoever our hand findeth

to do in thy service, and for the benefit of our

fellow-creatures.

O Thou, who workest in thy people both to will

and to do, of thy good pleasure : Inspire us with

earnest longings after those things which make for

our spiritual and eternal profit. Cause us to work

out our salvation with fear and trembling. Dispose

us to wait on thee in continual prayer, and to

obey thee with our whole heart. Give us grace to

o
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endure hardness, to deny ourselves, and to take

up our cross daily and follow Christ. Pardon our

many sins, and let thy blessing rest upon us, and

upon our labours; that we may at all times enjoy

thy favourable acceptance of us, through Jesus

Christ, our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen.

XXXV.
HEZEKIAH, AFTER HIS SICKNESS.

2 Chronicles xxxii. 24—26.

In those days Hezekiah was sick to the death, and prayed unto

tlie Lord : and he spake unto him, and gave him a sign.

But Hezekiah rendered not again according to the benefit done

unto liim ; for his heart was lifted up : therefore there was wrath

upon liim, and upon Judali and Jerusalem.

Notwithstanding Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of

his heart, botli he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the

wrath of the Lord came not upon tliem in the days of Hezekiah.

While Hezekiah was greatly improving the con-

dition of his kingdom, and at the very time that

he "was magnified in the sight of all nations," it

pleased God to visit him with a severe and dan-

gerous illness. To prepare his mind for the worst,

the prophet Isaiah was sent to him with this solemn

message—"Set thine house in order; for thou

shalt die, and not live." Hezekiah, agonized with

pain, and overwhelmed with grief, immediately

poured out his soul in strong crying and tears

unto God, So effectual were his prayers, that the

Lord spared him. Isaitih was sent again with a

very different message:—"llius saith the Lord,
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the God of David thy father, I have heard thy

prayer, 1 have seen thy tears : behokl, I will heal

thee : on the third day thou shalt g-o up unto the

House of the Lord." A sign also was given, to

confirm this promise : the shadow on the sun-dial

went back ten degrees.

On this occasion Hezekiah wrote a most affecting

hymn, describing the anguish of his sickness, and

the joy of his recovery. It is given in the pro-

phecy of Isaiah, chap, xxxviii. : and if there had

been no other memorial of Hezekiah's feelings, we
should have concluded that he passed the rest of

his days serving God consistently. The sacred

historian, however, relates that it was otherwise

with him.

Not long after, the king of Babylon sent ambas-

sadors, partly to congratulate Hezekiah on his

recovery, and partly to inquire concerning the

wonder that was done in the land. What an ex-

cellent opportunity w^as this for instructing them

in the nature of the True God ! How, then, did

Hezekiah receive them ? What is related of

his conduct is this:— "And Hezekiah hearkened

unto them, and showed them all the house of his

precious things, ,the silvei', and the gold, and the

spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house

of his armour, and all that was found in his trea-

sures : there was nothing in his house, nor in all

his dominion, that Hezekiah showed them not."

He seems to have received them somewhat in the

spirit of a man of the world. They left Jerusalem

o 2
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impressed with ideas of his magnificence ; but pro-

bably with very faint religious admonitions, if any.

In the sacred page, two sins are distinctly charged

on Hezekiah—Pride and Ingratitude. It is said,

" His heart was lifted up:" and, "Hezekiah ren-

dered not again according to the benefit done unto

him." His yielding thus to two of the most hate-

ful of all sins—(hateful both to God and man)

—

may well amaze us. What warning ought we to

take from the case of Hezekiah?

1. First, see the great danger of worldly prospe-

rity. Our corrupt hearts are almost sure to be

injured by it. Riches, and all that can be procured

by riches, all the comforts, luxuries, pomps, and

compliments of worldly men—are but so many

snares to the soul. They tend to draw the heart

from God, and fill us with self-importance : they

inci'ease the means of self-indulgence: and thus,

they often bring down wrath from heaven on us

or on our families. Therefore, covet them not, if

you are without them: if you have them, abuse

them not.

2. The deceitfulness and treacherousness of the

heart are clearly seen in Hezekiah's case. That a

man so full of tender and holy love to God in

his sick chamber, should thus forget his vows

—

that one who owed so much to God, should let

slip the opportunity of glorifying God, and be

pleased with honour shown to himself— all this

would appear incredible, did we not find our own

hearts continually prone to the very same evils.
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The design of God with Hezekiah was, " to try

him, that he might know all that was in his

heart." The evil w as all there, beforehand : but

Hezekiah suspected it not.—Could we view all the

evil of our nature, we should see that Ingratitude

and Pride have very deep roots in our heart.

3. This story enforces also the duty of praying

that God would never for a moment leave us to

ourselves. It is said concerning Hezekiah, that

" God left him, to try him." He left him, not

intending finally to cast him oif ; but to show him

that he was not safe for an instant, if he did not

continue "watching unto prayer." Let us then

" pray without ceasing
:

" for we need the aid of

God's Holy Spirit continually. Especially let us

be on our guard when returning from the dark

chamber of sickness into the broad sunshine of

health and activity.

4. For our comfort, we learn, however, that there

is pardoning and restoring grace for the penitent.

Without this, the case of Hezekiah would have

been mournful indeed ! But it is related, that " he

humbled himself for the pride of his heart." Far

better, had he never yielded to pride : but having

indulged that sin, it was well that he did not persist

in it. The Loi'd, therefore, in mercy spared him.

Our Redeemer is ever ready to receive us back

again to his favour, when we bewail our follies with

godly sorrow and shame.
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PRAYER.

O Almighty God, in whose hand is our hreath,

and whose are all our ways: We acknowledge thy

great goodness towards us, by which we have been

preserved alive unto this day.

We adore thee above all for thine unspeakable

lovo; in the redemption of the world by our Lord

Jesus Christ. W^e bless thee for all the rich pro-

mises of grace which thou hast made, in Him, to

us miserable sinners.

But, O Lord, we confess with shame, that we have

not been duly thankful for thy manifold mercies be-

stowed on us. When we were in trouble, we poured

out our complaint before thee. Thou wast very

gracious unto us at the voice of our cry : and thou

hast spared us to serve and glorify thee a little

longer on earth. But, oh ! how do our treacherous

hearts go back to the world ! We forget the tender

compassions of our Saviour : our affections grow
cold, and we are unmindful of those consolations of

the Spirit which upheld us when we were sinking.

We soon decline from that meek and lowly frame of

heart, which sometimes we feel while thy chasten-

ing rod is upon us.

O Lord, unto thee belong mercies and forgive-

nesses ; but unto us belongeth confusion of face.

Justly mightest thou punish us for our ingratitude

and pride ; but we beseech thee, deal not with us

after our sins. Correct us in measure ; not in thine

anger, lest thou bring us to nothing. Humble us at

the sight of our vileness. Show to us more clearly
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our weakness and insufficiency. Keep us steadfast

in thy covenant: stablish and uphold us by thy free

Spirit. Speak peace, Lord, to thy servants : but

let us not turn again to folly. Enable us to walk

circumspectly, and to pass the time of our sojourn-

ing here in fear. Give us grace so to honour thy

great name before men, and so to live to thy praise,

that when thou shalt call us hence, we may have

comfort in the assurance of thy favour : and being

found of thee in peace, may we have an abundant

entrance ministered to us, into thine everlasting

kingdom, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

XXXVL
SORROW FOR NATIONAL SINS.

Ezra ix. 4— 6.

Then were assembled unto me every one that trembled at the

words of the God of Israel, because of the transgression of those

that had been carried away ; and I sat astonied until the even-

ing sacrifice.

And at the evening sacrifice I arose up from my heaviness

;

and having rent my garment and my mantle, I fell upon my
knees, and spread out my hands unto the Lord my God,

And said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my
face to thee, my God : for our iniquities are increased over our

head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens.

To confess our sins before God, is evidently a duty,

in order to our obtaining forgiveness. But there is

one important consideration generally overlooked.

When sin is mentioned, many only regard what
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they, simply considered in themselves, have done

amiss : they do not reflect how far they share in

the guilt of others, or how far they may have con-

tributed to the sins of their family, their neighbour-

hood, or their country. They look at themselves

as standing alone, not as members of society.

Ezra took a larger view of this subject. On dis-

covering the sins committed by many of his fellow-

countrymen, he laid the matter to heart, as affect-

ing himself and the whole nation.

Suffer me to show you, how you may have con-

tributed to the sinfulness of others.

1. First, reflect, whether you have not, at various

times in your life, kept company with others in sin.

Sometimes you were the tempted party : at other

times, were you not the tempter? Sometimes you

have sinned with one or with a few : at other times

you have gone after a multitude to do evil. How-
ever the case may be in these respects, is it not

certain, that you and they together have added to

the sins of the nation ? Have you not increased the

number of sinners, and the amount of sin ?

2. If you have been kept back from very gross

crimes, yet possibly you have not unwillingly been

amused with the sins of others. Have you smiled

at the ridiculous attitudes of the drunkard, at the

low wit of profane people, or the indecent jests

and songs of the profligate ? How much then have

you sinned, by countenancing sin in others !

3. Consider, now, that one great duty—the sanc-

tification of the Lord's Day. It has much, very
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much, to do with all our other duties, and with

God's hlessing- on a nation. How have you spent

that day ? Was it in worldly husiness, or in idle

visiting- and pleasure-taking? If this be in any

measure your case, have you not increased that

crying sin of our land, Sahbath-hreaking?

4. Again—Look into your family; look at child-

ren and servants ; or look among your nearest

connections, your partners in business, and the

persons actually in your employment :—what proof

have you of your dealing- faithfully with them?

Have you increased the g-eneral iniquity ; or have

you checked it? Whom have you warned ? Whom
have you taught ? Whom have you reproved ?

Whom have you counselled ? With whom have

you pleaded for God ? Whom have you stirred up

to care for their immortal souls?—Do not these

questions remind you of your innumerable sins of

omission? While neglecting these duties, have you

not partaken in the public guilt ?

5. Remember, that even by our secret trans-

g-ressions we may, sooner or later, bring misery,

not on ourselves only, but also on others. When
Achan sinned, Israel was smitten : (Joshua vii.)

Nay more : by our secret neglect of duty, we may
draw down wrath from heaven. For example, by

omitting private prayer, we do, as far as lies with

us, rob others of those blessings which God was

ready to bestow on them, had we earnestly inter-

ceded on their behalf.

You see, ni}^ friend, that we are answerable for
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much more than many persons suppose. Let us

not hide from ourselves our share in the guiltiness

of our Church and Nation. Like Ezra, let us

blush : like him and the saints of his company, let

us tremble and be in heaviness, and spread out our

hands unto the Lord our God, entreating him to

spare, to pity, and to foi'give.

But let me add this consideration.—If our heart

be right with God, not only shall we cry and sigh

for all the evil around us ; but we shall strive to

put down sin, and to promote holiness. To this

end, we must labour, not in our own strength, but

in the strength of the Lord, and in the power of

his might.

Sometimes you may be ready to complain

—

" The world is so very corrupt, that little can

be done to amend it— scarcely any thing at all!"

But, oh be not disheartened. God can work by

one poor wise man, to the saving of a whole city

:

(Eccl. ix. 13— 15.) And, though much will always

remain undone, still be encouraged by remember-

ing, that should you gain one soul to God, that

ONE SOUL is of greater value than thousands of

worlds. When we labour and pray for the souls

of men, we are working for Eternity !

PRAYER.

O Lord, thou Governor among the nations:

Thine eyes are in every place, beholding the evil

and the good. We bow down before Thee, and

humble ourselves on account of our manifold trans-
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gressions, whereby we have provoked Thee to

anger. How have we broken Thy holy law, abused

our religious privileges, slighted thine ordinances,

and neglected thy great salvation !

We remember to our unspeakable shame, that

we have often tempted others to sin, or have taken

pleasure in those who did evil. We have joined

hand in band, and hardened one another against

thy fear. And now our iniquities are grown up

unto the heavens, and we have just cause to dread

lest wrath should come upon us to the uttermost.

We beseech thee, O Lord, to waken our con-

sciences, that we may not continue in sin, and that

iniquity may not be our ruin. For thy dear Son's

sake, pardon, good Lord, and spare us : and hence-

forth put thy fear into our hearts, and write thy

laws in our minds. Look in mercy upon our fami-

lies and friends, upon our neighbours and all the

people of this land. Recover us from every evil

patb, and lead us in the way everlasting.

Purify, establish and enlarge thy Church, both in

this land, and throughout the whole world. Pour
forth of thy Spirit upon all flesh, that there may be

a reviving of thy work of grace among all nations.

Hear the prayers of those who eai'nestly desire

that sinners may be converted unto thee. Though
iniquity abounds, let not the love of thy servants

wax cold : but make them steadfast, unmoveable,

always abounding in the work of the Lord.

We ask the forgiveness of our sins, and thy gra-

cious acceptance of us, and of our poor imperfect
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prayers and services, for the sake of Jesus Christ,

our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen.

XXXVII.

THE PATIENCE OF JOB.

Job i. 20—22.

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and

fell down upon the ground, and worshipped.

And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked

shall I return thither : the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken

away ; blessed be the name of the Lord.

In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.

Well might St. James say, as speaking- of a matter

known to the whole Church of God—"Ye have

heard of the patience of Job!" Wonderful, be-

yond all other history, is the Scripture account of

the sufferings and the faith of this holy man.

In this chapter we read of his losing, first, all his

sheep, camels, and servants, by the violence of

robbers and murderers, who suddenly came on

them, and carried away all his substance. Next,

—and bitterest of all !—his ten children (that is,

seven sons and three daughters) were, without a

moment's warning, cut off from the land of the

living. As they were visiting in the house of the

eldest brother, " there came a great wind from the

wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house,

and it fell upon the young men :"—the messenger

then adds, " And they are dead : and I only am

escaped to tell thee."
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The next chapter relates, that Satan was per-

mitted yet further to try this upright servant of the

Lord. Job was tormented with a sore disease,

wliich made him a burden to himself, while his

whole body became oft'ensive to others. His wife,

who was like " one of the foolish women," soon lost

her patience ; and instead of soothing- her husband,

as she oug^ht to have done, advised him to give up

life in despair. . She said, "Curse God and die:"

sugg-esting, that he might as well make away with

himself at once. How mild, yet how wise and holy

was his answer ! After rebuking her, he meekly

adds, " Shall we receive good at the hands of the

Lord, and shall we not receive evil ?"

Returning to the account of his children's death,

we may observe two remarkable points in the lan-

guage which he uttered on hearing of that awful

event. One part of his words has reference to

himself; the other, to the Lord.

1. Of himself he speaks most humbly. He
notices the periods of his birth and of his death;

the beginning and the end of his short span of

life. " Naked came I out of my mother's womb,

and naked shall I return thither." As though he

had said—My mother, who bare me, beheld me a

poor, naked, helpless infant : and when I return to

my mother-earth, to the dust out of which I was

taken, I shall be stripped of every thing: I shall

again be just as pox)r and helpless a creature as I

was at the moment of my birth : nay, even more so
;

for I shall be cold, motionless, lifeless.—His Ian-



206 THE PATIENCE OF JOB.

guage reminds us of the words of St. Paul, words

so plain and undeniable :
" We brought nothing

into this world; and it is certain we can carry

nothing out."

2. Concerning the Lord he speaks with sub-

mission and holy adoration. All his substance, all

his family, had been snatched from him in one day :

yet he murmurs not. He does not charge God
foolishly : not a word escapes him- expressive of a

rebellious or repining heart. On the contrary, he

says the very thing that he ought to say: and the

words which he then uttered, have been used by
thousands, as the best relief to hearts overwhelmed
with anguish :

" The Lord gave, and the Lord hath

taken away : blessed be the name of the Lord !"

It is peculiarly touching to see how these words

apply to what Job most delighted in; namely, his

family:— a large grown-up family, which he had

brought up religiously. " The Lord gave"—He
it was who gave me these ten children : they

were very dear to me, and I brought them up
for Him. " The Lord hath taken away"—He
hath cut them off in the vigour of their age:

they are deprived of the residue of their years !

I cannot but weep and mourn for them; and

in falling down upon the ground, I cannot help

tliinking how soon the cold earth must cover them

:

and after a short space it will receive me also ; the

grave being " the house appointed for all living."

—

But I cannot open my mouth against the Lord !

Oh no : He hath done all tilings well ! With a



JOB I. 20—22. 207

bleeding heart, I can still adore his wisdom and his

love : I can still say from my inmost sonl, Blessed

he the Name of the Lord !"

My friend, the history of Job may in some par-

ticulars be suitable to your case, or to the circum-

stances of those who are dear to you. Greater

sorrows, or sorrows even equal to his, you scarcely

can have felt or seen.—But what should you now
do in your affliction ! Oh, entreat the Lord that he

would, by the power of his Holy Spirit, enable you

to imitate the humility, the faith, the patience of

this holy man. Like him, bow the head and wor-

ship. Remember the infinite love and pity of the

Lord Jesus Christ. Go in prayer to him. He sits

upon a throne of grace. He waits to see whether

now, in the day of sorrow, you will come to him :

and whether you will " cast all your care upon him,

believing that he careth for you." Oh, draw near

to him ! In simple faith, cling to his footstool ! Ifj

through grace, you gain spiritual benefit from your

trials, you will in the end say—as thousands of

God's children have said before you—" It is good

for me that I have been afiiicted."

PRAYER.

O Lord God, full of compassion and gracious,

long-suflfering and plenteous in mercy and truth :

Enable us, under every tribulation, to pour out our

hearts before thee, and to trust in thee as our

refuge and strength, a very present help in time

of trouble. Subdue every proud and rebellious
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thought within us : conform us to thy blessed will,

and cause us to rest in thy love.

Lord, we lament before thee our manifold and

great infirmities, and we acknowledge the imper-

fection of all our graces. But do Thou, who layest

the burden of affliction upon us, vouchsafe us also

needful strength to bear it. Suffer us not to be

weary of thy correction. Cheer us with the com-

munion of the saints ; and guide thy servants to

speak to us what is wise and holy and comforting.

But, above all, let our faith and hope be strength-

ened through the rich communications of th)'^ Holy

Spirit, who is the Teacher and Comforter of thy

people. Let patience have her perfect work ; and

in all things enable us to glorify thy holy Name,

both now and ever, through Jesus Christ, our mer-

ciful High Priest and Advocate; to whom, with

Thyself and the Holy Spirit, be all praise and

thanksgiving, world without end. Amen.

xxxvni.
THE EESUKRECTION OF THE DEAD.

Job xix. 25—27.

For I know that my Redeemer livetli, and that he shall stand

at the latter day iipon the earth

:

And though after my skin, worms devour this body, yet in my
flesh shall I see God

:

Wliom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and

not another ; though my reins be consumed within me.

From various parts of Job's discourses, it is evi-

dent, that while his body was racked with disease,
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his mind also was iu a most melancholy state.

Hence he gives utterance to such mournful expres-

sions as the following- :—" My breath is corrupt,

my days are extinct, the graves are ready for me."

" I have said to corruption, Thou art my father

;

and to the worm, thou art my mother and my
sister." But in the words now before us, there is

a pleasing dignity. He speaks of the grave with

calmness, because he looks far beyond it. He be-

queaths his poor sickly body to the worms, tri-

umphing to think that it shall be raised " a glorious

body." His eye, soon to be extinguished in death,

shall be lighted up again ; and, face to face, for

himself, shall he behold " the King in his beauty."

The words are a noble declaration of the doc-

trine of the Resurrection.

I. First, observe that the Patriarch prophetically

speaks of Christ, under the glorious title, " My
Redeemer."—What is this work of Redemption ?

It may in few words be thus stated :—By nature

we are slaves of sin, and children of wrath. By

our actual sins also we have added to our guilt,

and increased our curse. But Jesus, having paid

the ransom, sets us free. " He died for our sins,

and rose again for our justification :" and He now

ever liveth at the right-hund of God, " to make in-

tercession for us." Believing in Jesus, therefore,

"we have redemption through His blood, even

the forgiveness of sins." " Being justified by His

blood, we shall be saved from wrath through

Him."
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2. This glorious Redeempr is described as the

Lord of life. Job says of Him, "My Redeemer

liveth." Although Christ had not as yet appeared

on earth in the flesh, yet this enlightened patriarch

knew that He existed, even from eternity. In like

manner Christ spake concerning himself. He de-

clared, " As the Father hath life in Himself, so

hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself.'

He solemnly declares also, " I am the Resurrec-

tion and the Life." He is the same ever-living

Saviour in all ages ; the Saviour of Job, of Abra-

ham, of Moses, of David, of all the Patriarchs,

Prophets, Apostles and Martyrs. He is our Sa-

viour, as well as theirs. Time makes no change

in Him. He is "Jesus Christ, the same yester-

day, and to-day, and for ever."

3. The Redeemer will hereafter appear in glory.

" Christ is risen from the dead, and is become the

first-fruits of those that sleep." In the day of the

Resurrection, He will descend from heaven, "and

before Him shall be gathered all nations." Then
" every eye shall see Him." You and I shall then

be summoned by Him to judgment.— Solemnly let

us consider, Where shall we then appear ? Shall

we be found on His right-hand or on His left ?

4. What support and comfort does this doctrine

of the Resurrection give to a believer, under all

his trials ! He can view all his present " light

afflictions" as working out for him "a far more

exceeding and eternal weight of glory."—This it

was that upheld the sinking heart of Job. Blessed
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are tliey who, like liiin, can say, " I shall see

God !" that is— I shall meet him iu glory ! I

shall see my Redeemer, when he welcomes the

righteous to the kingdom prepared for them from

the foundation of the world : and I trust that

through his merits, I shall, together with them,

" enter into the joy of my Lord !

"

Solemnly reHect again, my friend, Where will you

then appear ; on the right-hand, or on the left ?

PRAYER.

O Eternal and Ever-hlessed Redeemer, who art

the Resurrection and the Life : We beseech thee,

work in us the work of faith with power ; and so

imite us by thy Spirit to thyself, that, believing in

thee, we may have life through thy name. Oh,

that we may know thee, and the power of thy

resurrection, and the fellowship of thy sufferings,

being made conformable to thy death ; daily dying

to all carnal lusts, and mortifying the deeds of the

body, and living unto God.

Lord, in this our earthly tabernacle we groan,

being burdened with corruption and infirmity, witk

temptations and many troubles. O remember how
short our time is ! Spare us, that we may recover

strength, before we go hence, and be no more.

Quicken us to live to thy glory. Grant us the

presence of thy blessed Spirit, to comfort our

hearts, and stablish us in the hope of the Gospel.

Now the God of peace, that brought again from

the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of

p 2



212 THE RIGHT SPIRIT FOR THE AFFLICTED.

the sheep, through the hlood of the everlasting'

covenant, make us perfect in every good work to

do his will, working- in us that which is well-pleas-

ing in his sight, through Jesus Christ : to whom be

glory for ever and ever. Amen.

XXXIX.
THE RIGHT SPIRIT FOR THE AFFLICTED.

Job xxxiv. 31,32.

Surely it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne chastise-

ment, I will not offend any more

:

Tliat which I see not, teach thou me: if I have done iniquity,

I will do no more.

When we are tried by great afflictions, it is very

difficult to settle down our hearts into a calm and

holy frame. Losses sour the mind : bereavements

sadden it : the spirit of contradiction irritates it

:

while pain and disease vt^ear out the spirits, making

us feel weary of almost every body and every thing.

Nay, in such a state we are even tempted to have

hard thoughts of God himself!

Thus it was with Job : but happily he had one

kind and wise adviser, Elihu, who put, as it were,

the language of confession and prayer into his lips

;

showing him in what posture of mind he should

place himself before God.

From this suggestion of Elihu, let me show to

you, my suffering friend, with what spirit of mind

you should bear the chastening of the Lord.



JOB XXXIV. 31, 32. 213

1. First, seek to enjoy comraunion with God,
by the Spirit, through Jesus, your compassionate

Redeemer and Advocate. He can be touched with

the feeling- oF your infirmities, having been in all

points tempted like as you are, but without sin.

Therefore in his Name speak to God, Cease from
man : for, as to your fellow-creatures, some cannot

understand you ; others will not feel for you ; and

perhaps none of them can help you. But God
knows already all the grief that is in your heart.

Tell it to him : he can and will relieve you.

2. This will lead to Resignation. Remember, all

chastisement comes from a kind Father. The rod,

of whatever kind it may be, is held by his hand !

—

He will not lay upon man more than is right. We
deserve it all, and more.—He does not afflict us

for his own pleasure, but for our profit.— Reflect,

too, that as we cannot escape his hand, it is best to

wait for his time of deliverance. " Let patience

have her perfect work." Pray as earnestly for

submission as for deliverance.

3. A spirit of deep Humility is peculiarly called

for in times of affliction. When, with so much ten-

derness. Elihu put this language into Job's mouth
—" If I have done iniquity," he did not mean to

express any doubt in the case : he rather reminded

Job that a spiritual insight into his heart and life

would soon show him depths of vileness there.

True humility is described in Scripture by the

expressions, " a tender heart," " a broken spirit,"

"a broken and contrite heart." Other kinds of
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sorrow are—either selfish vexation—or a proud

ang-er against God and hatred ofhim— or the inward

g'nawing of conscience without hope. But there

is a godly sorrow, which " worketh repentance unto

salvation, not to be repented of." The more we
look to the Cross of Christ, the more shall we
weep, and be in bitterness before the Lord, for all

our sins, negligences, and ig-norances.

This flow of penitence gives wonderful relief to

an afflicted soul. It is like the bursting- of a painful,

inflamed ulcer. When with crying and tears we
confess, " I have sinned," soon comes the healing

words, " Thy sins be forgiven thee; go in peace."

4. Next, cultivate a spirit of Dutiful Obedience

to the will of God. It is meet that the sinner, after

lamenting his iniquity, should add, " I will do no

more." But let this be a thorough renunciation

of all sin ; and let it be accompanied by the steady

obedience of a willing heart, a watchful and dili-

gent heart,—an obedience flowing, not from terror,

but from the spirit of adoption. He that hath had

much forgiven, will love much : and he that loves

much, will serve joyfully.

5. Yet again, seek by prayer an increase of

Teachableness. Having been taught something of

your corruptions, and of the methods of Divine

grace; having learned something of duty and of

the love of Christ; you will And, nevertheless, that

you are still only at the beginning of your lesson.

We are like little children, making a few ill-shapen

letters in their copy-book, and too soon delighted



JOB XXXIV. 31, 32. 215

with their performances. Repeated trials show us

what poor scholars we are ! Let us, therefore, go

and sit again at the feet of Jesus, saying, "That
which I see not, teach thou me."—Possibly God
may judge it needful to send you new afflictions.

Perceiving how little you have profited by the past,

he seems to ask, " Have ye suffered so many things

in vain— if it be yet in vain!" What should

we then answer him ? " Teach me, O thou Divine

Master; teach me anew. Choose thine own me-

thod of teaching. Take my heart as it is : plough

it : harrow it : sow it : water it : refresh it with the

dew of thy Spirit: cause the Sun of righteousness

to shine upon it:— only, make it fruitful
!"

PRAYER.

O Lord God most holy, just and good : We have

sinned ; what shall we say unto thee, O Thou Pre-

server of men? But now, O Lord, thou art our

Father : we are the clay, and thou our Potter ; and

we all are the work of thy hand. Be not wroth

very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for

ever.

It is good that a man should both hope, and

quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. But

we have too often been impatient under thy rod

:

we have been foolish and perverse in our spirit,

and our heart hath often fretted against the Lord.

Pardon, we pray thee, all the unseemly and unholy

conduct, whereof we have so much reason to be

ashamed. And, for the time to come, enable us to
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behave and quiet ourselves, as a child that is weaned
of his mother: yea, let our soul be even as a

weaned child.

O continue thy loving- kindness unto us, and
teach us to do thy will, for thy Spirit is good.

Make us more watchful and circumspect, more
simple and sincere, more constant and devoted in

thy service.

Now the God of hope fill us with all joy and
peace in believing, that we may abound in hope,

through the power of the Holy Ghost, for Jesus

Christ's sake. Amen.

XL.

THE HUMILITY OF JOB.

Job xl. 3— 5. and xlii. 5, 6.

Then Job answered the Lord, and said,

Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay

mine hand upon my mouth.

Once have I spoken ; but I will not answer : yea, twice ; but
I will proceed no further.*****

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear : but now mine
eye seeth thee.

Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

This is not the language of affected humility. Job
was not an ignorant untried man : nor did he say

more than he felt. And if Job so deeply abased

himself, surely we have no reason to be proud.

Long before this. Job had known the Lord, and
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had served him faithfully. But it pleased God, in

a remarkable manner, to reveal Himself more fully

to His servant. The design of God was, to bring-

him into a state of entire submission and deep

self-abasement. When, by the power of his Holy

Spirit, the Lord had wrought this work, Job viewed

his former attainments in religion as being almost

nothing, compared with those larg-er views which

were now vouchsafed to him. Before, he had only

" heard with the hearing of the ear : but now," he

adds, " mine eye seeth thee."

The ear, though a quick organ, yet is dull when

compared with the eye. The eye, moreover, is

the most comprehensive of all our senses : it takes

in the widest range of objects : things exceedingly

distant pass into the mind, through the eye, in a

moment.

The Lord frequently vouchsafes to his most

favoured servants a very quick insight into things

divine : but this penetrating view is always accom-

panied by the deepest feelings of self-abasement.

Consider, what are the thoughts which the Holy

Spirit is wont thus to impress upon the soul.

1. First, the Almighty power of God is then

deeply felt. Like Job, we cry out with awe, " I

know that thou canst do every thing." Ho^v feeble

are we, who " dwell in houses of clay, whose foun-

dation is in the dust, which are crushed before the

moth!"

2. The wisdom and knowledge of God are then

acknowledged to be unsearchable. We feel that
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we are more ignorant and foolish than children.

Especially, the knowledge which God has of our
most secret imaginations, is wonderful. " I know
that no thought can be withholden from thee !

"

Who can escape such a Judge as this ?

3. The perfect Equity of God's dealings is then
perceived. We are plainly convicted of folly and
presumption, for having ever entertained a single

murmur against Him.— This was deeply felt by Job.

4. But the view of His holiness is what pecu-
liarly abases his servants.—Let me illustrate this.

Imagine a person beholding his natural face in a

glass
: he thinks his appearance fair and respecta-

ble, his countenance suiBciently pleasant, his cloth-

ing decent and clean. But now suppose him to

turn, and see near him a Glorious Being of more
than angelic brightness; with eyes as a Hame of
fire, lips expressive of wisdom, hands busily en-
gaged in works of mercy. Conceive him gazing
long and earnestly upon this Person; and then
turning again to survey his own countenance :

—

how will he now regard himself? Will he not
appear vile and base in his own eyes; his hands,

polluted ; his garments, mean ; nay, even as filthy

rags? Comparing himself with that Glorious
Person, he will be utterly unable to endure the

sight of himself.

This may show you what a saint feels, when con-
templating the holiness and purity of God. So long-

as he sees only his own supposed good works, and
compares himself with himself^ he fancies that he
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lias somewhat whereof to hoast. But wlieu, with

devout uieditatiou, and with tlie oyo of" faith, he

heholds the iuliuite holiness of God, then his heart

sinks luider the feeling- of its own vileness. No
language is too strong" to describe the sense which

he now has of his own nnworthiness and guilt.

He now, therefore, adopts, as his own, all the

expressions used by holy men of old— such as Job,

Abraham, Isaiah, Ezra, and St. Paul—when speak-

ing- of their own vileness. " I am but dust and

ashes." " Woe is me, for I am undone : for I am
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a

people of unclean lips, and mine eyes have seen the

King, the Lord of Hosts." " O my God, I blush,

and am ashamed to lift up my face unto thee."

" I am the chief of sinners." " If I wash me with

snow-water, and make my hands never so clean,"

(these are Job's own words,) " yet shalt thou

plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall

abhor me."

5. It is high time for us, however, to take that

view which alone can sustain us, when overwhelmed

by a sense of our vileness;— the view, I mean, of

God's infinite love, revealed to us in Christ Jesus.

This was fully seen, though it is not here expressed

by Job : otherwise he must have sunk into despair.

—And yet, while this love of God soothes the

fainting spirit, it also humbles a believer more than

anything else can do. He is broken-hearted, when
thinking- of this amazing fact, " Jesus died for me !

"

Terror never lays him so low in his own eyes, as
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a sig-ht of the love of his Redeemer does. It is at

the foot of the cross that he sighs forth most deeply
" I am vile : I abhor myself!"

Let a short remark or two close the account of
this eminent patriarch. If ever there was a history

to establish this truth—" He that humbleth himself
shall be exalted"—it is the history of Job. As
soon as Job abased himself, God raised him up.

The Lord makes him a priest, to offer up sacrifices

on behalf of his three friends ; comforts him on
every side; carries him to a good old age, and
crowns him with the richest blessings.

The venerable man lived, after this, one hun-
dred and forty years. How would he delight in

recounting to his sons, and his sons' sons, the

wonderful deliverances which he had experienced :

summing up his narrative with some such reflections

as these—" I am the man that hath seen the good-
ness and the faithfulness of God. I have seen the

end of the Lord in all his dealings toward me : and
to my dying day will I testify, that the Lord is

very pitiful and of tender mercy !"

PRAYER.

O God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost : Have mercy upon us, miserable sin-

ners ! We acknowledge our wretchedness : we are

sorry for our sins !

But oh, how little have we attained to the know-
ledge of Thy glory, and of our own vileness ! How
highly do we sometimes conceive of our own good-



J013 XL. 3—5. & xLii. 5, 6. 221

ness, lightly regarding thy condescension to such

miserable worms ! We have proudly reasoned

against thy dispensations, instead ot" submitting to

them : we have sinned presumptuously, and pro-

voked thine anger : we have carried ourselves

irreverently in thy presence, O thou great God,

who dost fill heaven and earth !

Lord God Almighty, when we remember who
and what Thou art, and then view our own mean-

ness and unworthiness, we are amazed at thy

patience and forbearance and long-suffering to-

wards us. But when we think upon the love

of" Christ, our souls are filled with shame and self-

abhorrence, on account of our exceeding sinful-

ness and vileness in thy sight. Lord, what is man,

that thou art mind'ful of him ; and the son of man,

that thou visitest him ?

Grant, Lord, that looking unto Jesus, whom we
have pierced, we may mourn and be in bitterness

for our sins. O look upon us in pity, through

Him: blot out all our unrighteousness with his

atoning blood ; and cover us with Thy righteous-

ness, which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all and

upon all them that believe.

What it may please thee to do with us in this

mortal state, we know not, neither do we ask to

know. But we beseech thee to have mercy upon

our souls, and to grant us thy salvation. Cast us

not away from thy presence ; take not thy Holy
Spirit from us. Lift up upon us the light of thy

countenance. While we live, enable us to live to
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thy glory. When we die, may we die at peace

with Thee, and with all men : and, being- found in

Christ, grant us a place at thy right-hand, where

are pleasures for evermore.

Now unto Him that is able to keep us from

falling-, and to present us faultless before the pre-

sence of his glory with exceeding joy : To the only

wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, do-

minion and power, both now and ever. Amen,

THE END.
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By the Kev. J. Cotterill, Rector of Blakeney, Norfolk.

18mo. pnce Is. 6d. cloth.

SUNDAY EVENING INSTRUCTION,
or the Catechism of the Church of England explained,

By a Clergtman's Wipe.

16mo. Price 3s. 6d. cloth.

EMILY

;

Or, Recollections of a Wayward Child.

By L. L.

Second Edition. Price 6d.

THE PASTOR'S DAUGHTER

:

Or, Conversations between the late Dr. Payson and his Child, on the

way of Salvation by Jesus Christ.

Third Edition, Enlarged. Price 2s. cloth.

ELIZABETH ALLEN.
or the Faithful Servant. By the Author of " Sophia de Lissau.'

In 18mo. Price 2s 6d. half-bound.

THE HxiPPY MUTE;
Or, the Dumb Child's Appeal.

By Charlotte Elizabeth.

Seventh Edition. 18mo. Price 6d.

THE TWO KINGDOMS.
An Allegory,

In 18mo. Price 2s. in cloth.

PARTING WORDS.
ADDRESSED TO THE CONGREGATION OF TRINITY

CHURCH, MARGATE.

May 24, 1846. By their late Minister the Rev. J. Steeatfield, M.A.

Incumbent of Uckfield, Sussex.

In 18mo. Price Is. 6d. cloth.
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SCRIPTURE INSTRUCTION FOR THE
LEAST AND THE LOWEST.

In Three Volumes, 18mo. Second Edition. Price 108. Gd. cloth,

AGNES MORTON :

OR, THE IDOLATRY OF THE HEART.

By the Author of the "Bread op Deceit."

In eighteens. Price 2s. 6d.

A BOOK FOR THE COTTAGE,
OR, THE HISTORY OF MARY AND HER FAMILY.

In eighteens. Price 2!<. Cd.

DAILY BREAD,

OR, A TEXT OF SCRIPTURE CONTAINING A DUTY AND

A PROMISE FOR EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR.

Selected by a Lady,

with a morning and evening prayer for every day in the week.

ISmo. 6d. sewed ; or Is. in cloth.

THE BLESSING OF PEACE,
By the Author of " a Visit to my Birth Place.

"

32mo. price Is. cloth.

A HELP FOR THE WEARY CHRISTIAN,
ThirJ Edition. 18mo. Price 6d. gilt edges.

THE TWO BUCKETS

;

Or, the Power of prayer.

Second Edition. Price 4d.

GEORGE STANLEY.
"In due season ye shall reap, if ye faint not."

Third Edition, price 2d.
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HUMBLING RECOLLECTIONS OF MY
MINISTRY.
By A Clergyman.

Second edition. Price 6d.

REASONS FOR GOING TO CHURCH.
Price 3d.

THINK BEFORE YOU SPEAK,
Price 3d.

HEADS OF PRAYER FOR DAILY PRIVATE
DEVOTION

;

with an Appendix of occasional prayers ISmo. Pri<'« Gd.

THOUGHTS ON CONVERSION

;

in nine letters, addressed to a young relation. 18mo. Price Is.

THE COTTAGER'S DICTIONARY OF THE
BIBLE,

in which the meaning of every important word is explained.

By the Rev. J. K. Whish, M.A.

Revised by the Rev. C. H. Lutwidge, M.A.
18mo. Price Is. in cloth.

RIGHT THOUGHTS IN SAD HOURS.
By Cotton Mathee, D.D. 32mo. Price Is.

SCRIPTURE OUTLINES
;

a Course of Religious Instniction for the Sunday School or the P'amily.

By the Rev. J. M. Randall. Curate of Lowestoft.

Third Edition, 12mo. 9d. sewed.

Uniform with the above, price 6d.

PART 1 OF THE SECOND SERIES OF

SCRIPTURE OUTLINES

;

Comprising an arrangement of Sunday Lessons on the Epistles and

Gospels, from Advent Sunday to Trinity Sunday.
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