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TWO BOOKS ON MADAGASCAR.*

rriHE critical condition of affairs in the great African

-- island is once more exciting painful interest in the

minds of its well-wishers. Since the outbreak in

November last, when Mr. and Mrs. .Johnson and their

little daughter were foully murdered, things have gone

from bad to worse. Misled by the ease with which they

drove the Hova army before them, the French reduced

their forces to such a low number that effective control

of the island generally became im]iossible. Added to this

the break-up of the native army, and, to a large extent, of

the civil administration as previously carried on through

feudal lords, heads of tribes, &c., loosened the bonds of

authority and order, and • left a feeling of uncertainty as

to who was to be obeyed. Law-abiding natives, left

without defence, the possession of arms being illegal,

soon began to realise that they were at the mercy of the

lawless. The result has been most disastrous. For the nonce

• Madagascar Bepobe the Conquest. By the Rev. James
Sibree, F.R.G.S., Missionary of the L.M.S. With Maps and
numerous Illustrations. Loudon : T. Fisher Unwin, Paternoster
Square. 1896. Price, 16s.

Two Campaigns : Madagascar and Ashantee. By Bennet
Burleigh, War Correspondent to the Bail

ij Telegrafli. London :

T. Fisher Unwin, Paternostei Square. 1896. Price, 168.

the disorderly, disruptive elements of native society are

triumphant, and mission work in the country almost at

a standstill. It should, however, be remembered that the

present is a transition period. In several directions

French rule has already proved a blessing to the Mala-

;

gasy, and we need not despair as to the enforcement of

law and the restoration of order.

Appearing at this opportune moment, the two books to

which we now call attention should meet with a hearty

welcome. Brought out by the same publisher they will

make excellent companion volumes. Both of them are in

the main reprints of what the authors had already issued

to the public in another form. But the differences out-

weigh any slight similarities. Mr. Sibree has been per-

sonally connected with Madagascar since 1863 ; he is a

missionary of many years' experience ; his interest in the

i island and its people is deep and long-lived, and his

' knowledge of both is wide and full. Mr. Burleigh, on the

other hand, writes as the ubicjuitous, omniscient war

correspondent, here to-day, on the opposite side of the

globe a month hence, familiar with all lands, all races ;

and, as a keen observer, accustomed to form rapid judg-

ments on men and their doings, on nations and their

ways. The first book is scientific, scholarly, chiefly

suitable for students of tne Malagasy language, folk-lore,
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and ethnology, for experts rather than for general readers,

and treats of the natives as they were prior to the con-

quest of the island by General Duchesne and his troops.

The latter is a racy, readable volume which people

generally will enjoy, and gives the history of last year's

troubles in a graphic, stirring narrative.

As a writer on Madagascar Mr. Sibree is already well-

known. His previous books and his contributions to the

Antananarivo Annual, of which from the first he has

been either sole or joint editor, have given him a recog-

nised position as an authority on the island. From his

first arrival down to the present hour he has been an

indefatigable collector of all that has been written con-

cerning it. This Idst work contains little that is new,

but it brings together various papers, tianslations, and

compilations previously buried in the pages of the Annual

and the Proceedings of various learned societies. After

describing the journey from the coast to the capital, the

character of Imeiina and Antananarivo, the physical

features of certain districts and the customs of the people,

the author has several chapters on philological and folk-

lore matters, which are followed by others on divination,

decorative native art, curious experiences, and a final one

on the fauna and flora of the island. As a book of

reference " Madagascar Before the Conquest " will be

veiy valuable.

^Ir. Burleigh's realistic descriptions of travel, island

scenery, the sovereign, the Government, the state of

society at the capital before the French advent, and the

progress of the campaign deserve and, we trust, will

receive attention. He impresses one as an honest

observer endeavouring to ascertain facts and accurately

—

with a certain dassh of spice and strong flavouring—state

them. We have little to find fault with in his references

to missions. His testimony to the striking practical

results of L.M.S. work among the Hovas and other tribes

is frank and generous. There is, however, one gross

error to which exception must be taken.

He charges the Directors of the Society with weakness

at the critical moment in 1885, when the Franco-

j\ralaga?y Treaty was signed, asserts that if the Society

had then bestirred itself Great Britain was in a position

to have effectually cried " hands off " to France—an

extremely doubtful assertion—and assigns as the reason

for this inaction the halting between two opinions of

" the Nonconformist conscience," from a fear " lest hurt

should be done to the then tottering Liberal Administra-

tion." To those behind the scene this statement is

grossly absurd. Party politics had absolutely nothing to

do with the matter. Probably the Society might have

evoked strong antagonism to France had it organised a

campaign for this purpose ; but is it the duty, is it

seemly for missionary societies to appeal to the war-

spirit of their fellow-countrymen ? The great majority

of the L.M.S. Directors were convinced that it was not.

Added to this, there was little ground for believing that

agitation would do gooJ, much for thinking that ib

would do harm. And, finally, it was an open secret,

known to all who took the trouble of going to the root

of the question, that the British Foreign Office, irre-

spective of party, had some years before 1885 made up its

mind not to oppose French claims to Madagascar. This

was a part of the price that had to be paid for the

British occupation of Egypt. Noi the inaction of a

missionary society, but the action of the nation in

remaining in Egypt, furnishes the true " inwardness " of

the situation.

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING.

THE weekly prayer- meetinga are held in the Board Room
of the Mission House on Thdusdays, from 4 to 5 p.m.

At each meeting one of the Secretaries gives recent infor-

mation of the Society's progress and needs abroad and at

home.

At five o'clock tea is provided (a box being placed on the

table to defray expenses), when opportunity is given for

conversation with any missionaries able to attend.

The following will preside during October :
—

Ociober 1st.—Rev. J. Macgowan, of Amoy.
„ 8ih.—R^v. S. (1. Smith, B.A., Enfield.

„ 15Dh.— Rev. Bernard Snell, M.A., Brixton.

„ 22Qd.—Rev. R. Westrope, Westminster Chapel.

„ 29tb.—

WOMEN'S ALL-DAY PRAYER MEETING.

FOLLOWING the practice of the last few years, some of

the Lidy Directors of the Society have arranged for an

All-day Women's Prayer Meeting, to be held in the Board

Room of the Mission House, on Thursday, November Vlih.

At 4 p.m. the meeting will be merged in the ordinary

weekly prayer meeting. In our next issue we shall publish

the names of the ladies who will preside at different hours.
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SECRETARIAL NOTES.

FROM THE FOREIGN SECRETARY.

ONE of the most serious and respontible duties of the Directors

every autumn is to consider and decide upon the expendi-

ture whicii has to be sanctioned in the various mission-fields

during- the ensuinpr jear. They are assisted in this task by

estimates or " budg^ets " sent by the District Committees of

missionaries in all parts of the mi:sicn-field. These estimates

are not a mere collection of the personal desires and ideas of

individual missionaries regarding their own work
;

they are

expected to be, and in most cases really are, the result of the

careful discussion and consideration by the united body of

missionaries in a district of all the needs of all stations in that

district. If additional help is required for any purpose, it is

the duty of the District Committee to state the case to the

Directors for their consideration, giving the reasons which, in

their judgment, make the help necessary. The Directors have

to consider all these estimates and appeals in their relative

importance and urgency. They have to take into consideration

what the probable income of the Society for the year is likely

to be, and then to apportion the funds which they expect to

have at their disposal to the supply of the various needs of the

missions.

The time for this annual consideration of the needs of our

missions has come round again, and during October and Novem-
ber the Directors will have to decide upon the warrants for

next year. What is to be the line of their action ? Last year,

under the stress of circumstances, the Directors made reductions

in the grants for various forms of work in India and part of

China. They were not very large reductions, and the saving

effected amounted in the aggregate to only a few hundred

pounds, but the inconvenience and, in some cases, the injury to

the work cannot be f stimated by the amount of saving to the

Society. Now the estimates for the new year are coming in,

and in every cafe the opinion is earnestly expressed that there

will be no repetition of the reductions of last year. In some
cases strong and well-founded appeals are also made for in-

creased help. It is evident, therefore, that there can be no
reduction of grants or continuance upon the reduced scale of

last year without serious injury to the work. Nor is this all.

Changes in the conditions of life in the mission-field make great

changes in the cost of living and the expense of carrying on
work. Just now the missions of the Society in North and
Central China are affected very seriously by a sudden and serious

rise in the value of the copper cash, which is the only currency
in China. This rise, which seems likely to continue and in-

crease, already amounts to fully one-eighth—i.e., to purchase

now the same number of cash which in 1894 could be got for

£1 requires fully £1 2s. 6d. As every payment has to be made
in copper cash, it will easily be teen that this is already a
serious matter, and can only be met by a proportionate increase

of grants. But increase of giants can only be made possible by
increase of funds. What lino are the Directors to take in

estimating the probable income of the Society ? Are they to

calculate upon the same amount as was received last year ?

Are they to listen to the evil-omened voices of the croakers

who assure me that after the efforts made for the Caitenary

Fund there will be a reaction and a fall of revenue ? Or are

they to believe that the efforts made to improve and int3rest

the churches in connection with the celebration of the Centenary

will not be in vain, and that larger and more general contribu-

tions will come to meet the larger needs ? The answer is

anxiously awaited in the mission-field. It is awaited with

( qual anxiety by the Directors. What is it to be .'

R. Wabdlaw Thompson.

FROM THE HOME SECRETARY.
We have again suffered a great loss. God has suddenly called

the Chairman of the Board to the higher service. We bow to

His will, but his place here and in many other councils will be

very haid to fill.

DoRiNG the holidays one of the newly-appointed missionaries

sent the first gift (lOi.) towards the Thanksgiving Fund
suggested by a correspondent in my notes for July. I thought

at the time that the proposal was premature, and came too soon

after the successful effort j ust about completed for the Centenary

Fund, and I am not surprised that the matter has not been taken

up. There is, however, a fund that neads our continued and

prayerful effort, about which I confess some anxiety. All

through our Centenary movement the Directors laid stress upon

the urgent need of an enlarjtd annual income. We continually

pointed out that to maintain our present work in a state of

efficiency we required £1.">,000 to £20,000 more yearly income.

That need still remains, and the next six months will show how
we intend to meet it.

I HAVE heard it said that " the Society is in clover now. ' The

fact, however, is that we began our second century by reducing

the grants for 1896 in India and South China as follows :

—

Grants for the support of native workers were reduced per

cent. ; allowancss for itineration, 10 per cent. ; educational

grants, 12^ per cent. In all other directions, too, we effected

every possible reduction, frequently at the expense of the worli.

Hence we are not ' in clover," but on next to starvation

allowance ! Instead of the Thanksgiving Fund we have to

plead for an enlarged income, to make our present work
efficient. In the winter's campaign, which has now begun, stress

must be laid upon this immediate need ; and I am hopeful that the

late meetings, in which, through the figures prepared by our
Treasurer, ic has been shown how the additional income may be

raised, will be found to have produced encouraging results.

The deputation work this month and nexf. will be unusually
hard. Last October our deputations made over 700 appearances for

address, lecture, or sermon, and this year I am asked to arrange

for at least as man.y with a much smaller band of helpers. How
are we to meet the growing tendency to crowd missionary
meetings into some four months out of the twelve .' If we
cannot check it, and so far my efforts are powerless, a further

reduction of deputation service is inevitable.

Arthur N. Johnson.

FROM THE EDITORIAL SECRETARY.
In this number of the Chronicle prominence is again gi?en

to the Woman's Work of the Society, October being one of the

months in which the Quarto rhj News was formerly published.
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Will all who take special interest in this branch of our operations

note this, and call the attention of others to it ? I shall be
happy to receive orders for parcels of the magazine at the usual
rates.

Fob the information of Sunday-school superintendents and
other friends engaged in teaching the young, I am happy to

announce that the Society has recently published six additional

Sunday-school leaflets, entitled :—

No. 7.—Hova Boys and Girls. By Mix-i Blixs.

No. 8.—Dark-Skinned Missionaries. By Rev. W. N. Law-
rence.

No. 9.—Baby Murder in China, By Iter. J. Macgowan.
No. 10.—Little Savages. By Mrs. Chalmern.
No. 11.—The Raw Material of Central Africa. By Mr. W. H.

Nntt.
No. 12.—What it Costs a Hindu to Confess Christ. By Rcc.

W. G. Brockway.

The leaflets are published at Is. the hundred, but are supplied

gratis to schools supporting the Society.

During the Centenary Year the Society's work was brought
before the public in so many exceptional ways that some of the

more ordinary methods of calling attention to it were left in

abeyance. Among them was the Young People's Missionary
Letter, published for general circulation among young workers
for the Society. But the issue of these Letters is now recom-
mencing, and will be continued at intervals from time to time.

No. Ill, A Letter from the Land of Malte-Believe, from the

charming pen of the Rev. Arthur Bonsey, of Hankow, and
appearing in an appropriate yellow wrapper (Chinese style),

designed by a Chinese Christian, has just been published. The
icWtf/- can be purchased at 2s. (id. the hundred, but copies will

be forwarded free to Sunday-schools.

The New Year Offering Appeals and Cards are now being
printed, but we are not early enough for the orders which arts

already beginning to come in. Specimens will be forwarded as

usual. As stated in the " Proceedings of the Board." we are

asking the children to undertake a yet larger work, and, in

addition to the task of maintaining the ships, to become re-

sponsible also for the support of Schools for the Children of

Converts, for which there is such pressing need.

May I call attention to the new set of lantern slides prepared
under the direction of the Rev. C. G. Sparham. entitled A Walk
Through llaukoir, Ifanyaiig , and Wuckang .' The notes for the
lecture were written by Mr. Sparham himself, and give accurate
and interesting details about this centre of missionary opera-

tions. Geoege Cousins.

--$=.-..

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD.
Jioartl Mrellvg, September IWi, 1890.—Mr. A. Si'K ER, M.P., In the chair.

Number of Directors i)re9«nt, 71.

Mr. Splcer referred feelingly to the death of the Cha'rman of the Board,
Mr. W. E. Whlttingham. When residing at Woodford he had many oppor-
tunities of seeing how thoroughly sincere a Christian worker he was. He
was the mainstay of tha church at AValthamstow. cf which he had been for
so long a member, and everything he undertook In ihe way of Christian
service was done not only with true simplicity of character, but with thorough
and genuine earnestness of tplrlt. His election tn the chalrmanehip of tDe
Board was evidence of the Impression he had made upon his fellow Directors
daring the short period of live years. The hearts of all would go out In
sincere sympathy to the widow and children of their late friend.—The Home
Secretary (Kev. A. N. Johnson, M.A.) spoke of the large number of institutions
which Mr. Whlttingham was servlnK at the time of his removal. It was,
however, with peculiar interest that he hart learned from the sister of their
departed friend that he valued and loved the London Missionary Society
beyond all other Institutions with which he was connected. When he was
elected Chairman, he told her that the appointment had given him the
greatest satisfaction he had derived In any or hia public work. Ills personal
appeal to the Directors on behalf of funds to send out the two new workers
pleaded for by Dr. Griffith John, of Hankow, was the result of an anxious
and sleepless night, and It had met with such a response that they could now
see their way at any rate to start the additional help asked for. This act on
his part was an illustration of the kind of service they had hoped and

believed they would have received from Mr. Whlttingham during his year of
office.

The following resolution of sympathy with the bereaved family was then
passed, the Directors rising :—
"That the Board has heard with profound sorrow of the sudden death of

the recently-elected Chairman, Mr. W. E. Whlttingham. During the five
years of his connection with the Society as a Director, Mr. Whlttingham dis-

played those fine qualities of lieart and mtnd which had .=o long made htm an
honoured and beloved leader 1q many other circles, and which the Board had
hoped would be devoted with his characteristic energy to the aervic? of the
Society. In his departure the Directors mourn the loss of one who, by his
business cipacity, genial spirit, kindness of heart, unaffected modcstyi and
rare consecration, was cnnspicuously fitted to nreslrte over their counsels and
to lead forward their various undertakings, They recall with devout thank-
fulness his earnest desire that a fitting response should be made to Or.
Griffith .lohn's appeal for larger help in the Hankow Missi on, and unfeignedly
rrjoice that he was spared to see sufficient funds promised for the sending
out of two additional missionaries to work in Central China.
"While the Directors deeply grieve for their great loss, they give thanks

to Almighty God for the impulse of their late colleague's bright example of
Christian devotion and unwearied service, and fervently pray that God would
raise up others to carry forward the many labours which their friend was so
suddenly called to lay down, and that his influence nny long abide in the
numerous lives that he blessed and on others that shall be inspired to high
service by hts memory.
"Tiiat the Directors tender their affectionate sympathy to Mrs. Whltting-

ham and her children in their great and sudden bereavement, and assure
them of their earnest prayer that the God of all consolation may lift upon
them the light of His countenance and breathe His peace luto their hearts."
A letter of sympathy from the Secretarv of the Congregational Union

of England and Wale?, on behalf of the Committee, in the death of Mr.
Whlttingham was read with appreciation.
Mrs. Bevan (wife of the Kev. LI. D. Bevan. D.D , of Melbourne), as one of

the Vice-Presidents of the Victorian Ladles' Auxiliary, was welcomed and
accorded the status of a Director during her stay in this country.
The Home secretary, speaking of the late Kev. H. K. Reynolds, D.D., said

they would all feel that they had lost in him one who had for many years
been a great inspirer of the Missionary cause. He (Mr. .Johnson) would never
forget the Doctor's speech at the Centenary meeting at Cljeshunt. He
certainly had a glorious view of the way in which the Society ought to
celebrate its Centenary, and. though they were not able to realise the glory
with which he invested it, they were thankful for the inspiration of his words
at that time. It was .an illustration of the deep and abiding Interest he had
taken In the work of the Society. They bad been peculiarly indebted
to him for the strong missionary "zeal and burning enthusiasm which had
charactci iscd Chesliunt College for so many years. He had apparently
accomplished his work and run his course. There was a roundness and
fulness about the work he had done, and they could not but rejoice tliat he had
passed Into the Heavenly places for which lie seemed so admirably litted and
with which he was having such constant communion. Mr. Whlttingham
had been cut down in his prime, but thev could unfeignedly rejoice that Dr.
Reynolds had passed .so peacefully, without a long interval of distress and
trouble. Into the Immediate presence of his and their Master.
The Chairman said he had learned more than ever to appreciate Dr.

Reynolds during his visit to India. The enthusiasm of the mis«lonarles from
Cheshunl for their College and Principal was most keen. Dr. Reynolds
always seemed to hlni to be one of the true Christian aristocracy in physique,
Intellect, and Christian bearing.
The Assistant Foreign Secretary (Rev. G. Cousins), in the absence of Rev.

R. Wardlaw Thompson at Dr. Reynolds' funeral. Introduced to the Board the
Rev. T. and Miss Amy Brockway, returned from Madagascar, and Mrs.
Lester, of Bellary, who Is on a short visit to this country. They would, he
said, receive Mr. Brockway with special tenderness and sympathy, because
he had come home under the shadow of a very deep personal bereavement.
Three years ago Mr. and Mrs. brockway volunteered to take up the work of

a young Welsh missionary, who had died at the new station of Ambohimahasoa.
Some regarded this offer as almost too heroic, but Mr. and Mrs. Brockway
thought only of the claims of the work. After two years' work Mr. Brockw.ay
was compelled to retire to Ambosltra, Ills old station, through severe illness,

but the distressing state of the country some months ago made that station
unsafe, and they had to flee to the coast. Mrs. Brockway died before the
ship reached the Cape. '1 hey missed her bright, getial presence, and all who,
like himself (.Mr. Cousins^ had enjoyed the privilege of staying in the mission-
ary home at Ambosltra. knew hoiv she tilled It with sunshine and warmth
through her own loving presence. Besides engaging in work among the
women and girls. Miss Brockway and her brother Fred had taken up the
work of their parents at Amb08li"r,a. Miss Brot kway's knowledge of .Malagasy
was e.xcepilonally good, ikirs. Lester was a faithful worker for the Society an

New Barnet, Mr. Cousins said, before she went out to marry Mr. Lester, and
commenced earnest work there. She had had special charge of the Canarese
Girls' Schools.—Mr. Brockway gave a few incidents of his work at Ambohi-
mahasoa, and concluded with these words ;

" Warm as my feelings were In

1868, when I offered myself for missionary service, they are as warm now
and perhaps more intelligent."

A letter was received with great satisfaction from Mr. W. Croslleld, of

Liverpool, accepting the Invitation of the Board to accompany the Foreign
Secretary In his Deputation visit to New Guinea,

Offers of service from Mr. W. Evans, of Western College, and Miss A. R.
Lloyd, of Nottingham (subject to her passing the nsual examination), was
accepted.
The resignation of Dr. J. C. Thomson, of Hong Kong, was accepted wUh

regret.

It was decided to ask the young collectors for tlie New Year Offering to

add to their work for the maintenance of the ships the further responsibility
of supporting schools for the children of converts.
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L.M.S. WORK IN PEKING.

pEKING, the great Tartar and Chinese city, the capital of
the Empire, has been occupied by our Society since the

year 1H61, when ic was first opened to the foreigner. A
missioa wa^j in that year commenced ia the East City, in the
great thoroughfare known as Ha-ta-men, which runs through
Peking from north to south. Seventeen years later— that if,

in 1878—a second mis-
sion was commenced in
the West City, in a dis-

trict four miles distant

from the other. Several
other societies also have
missions in Peking. The
L M.S. staff in the East
City consists of the Rev.
George Owen, Dr. Eliot

Curwen, Miss Smith,
and Miss Moreton;
while in the West City

the Revs. S. E. Meech,
J. Stonehouse, J. M.
Allardyce, M.A., Miss

Clara E. Goode, and Dc
Lillie Siville are the

workers.

The centre of official-

ism, and peculiarly sen-

sitive to high - cla^s

Chinese sentiment,
Peking has ever been a

very difficult field for

the Christian worker.

With the exception,

perhaps, of Canton,

it has proved to be the

liardest and most unre-

sponsive part of the

Society's field of labour

iu Cbica. The anti-

foreign feeling is in-

tensely strong, and in

the capital, perhaps
more than anywhere

else, proves a formid-

able barrier to progress.

To quote the report of Mr. Owen:—"For fifty yearn

China has stood face to face with civilisation, science, and

the progressiva ideas of the West, and has proudly re-

jected them all. Strong in her conservatism and conceit,

she needed none of these modern gewgaws. She was too

blind even to see what her neighbour, Japan, was doing,

or, if she saw, only mocked. The war was a terrible

DK. ELIOT CUfiWES, M.Ii., I>..C. (CANTAB.), ^I. R.C.S ,

MEDICAL MISSIONARY, PEKING.

awakening for the rulers of China, and they are now eagerly

asking :
' What shall we do to strengthen China, and wipe

out this disgrace ?
' It is not progres", however, that they

desire, but revenge. They would gladly sweep everything

Western into the sea to-morrow if they could, and close the

doors. A high offioiil said the other day that the Govern-

ment would willingly sacrifice all the revenue it gets from

foreign commerce if it could get rid of the foreigners. In

saying this he expresses)

at least, the mind of

official China. Hostile

to everything foreign,

the upper classes have

been especially hostile

to Christianity, and op-

posed it in every way
;

and this anti-foreign

feeling and general

aloofness has told

heavily against mission

work. The spirit of

the upper classes has ex-

tended to every class,

even to the lowest stra-

tum of society ; it is a

disgrace for anyone to

become a Christian.

With few exceptions, it

is from among the poor

that we gather our con-

verts. Even they have

much to endure for

their faith
;
neighbours

icflict on them a lot

of petty p8r6.t L'utions,

masters will not employ

them, and their obser-

vation of the Sabbath

entails on them con-

siderable loss."

Still, there is progress

both in the East and

West cities. In the

former, the street chapel

is regularly open for

four or five hours every

day throughout the

year, except Sundays (when services for the native Chris-

tian community are held), for the preaching of the Gospel,

and is always well filled. Too much importance, how-

ever, cannot be attached to this, for it is one thing to

listen, even attentively, and quite another to yield the

heart to the influence of the message. The crowds come

and go ; the seed is sown day by day ; and yet little

L EC.P..
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seems to come from it. In addition to daily preaching,

lantern lectures on the " Life of Christ " and the " Pilgrim's

Progress " are given three evenings a week ; on these occa-

sions the street chapel is generally crowded, and Mr. Owen
states that a good sprinkling of business people and small

officials are present. Inquirers, too, come forward. Last

year more than a hundred men put themselves under

Christian instruction, with a view to baptism. Many of

these, however, subsequently fell away, and only a small

remnant was gathered into the church. Daring the year

eleven adults were added to the number of them that believe.

The spiritual condition of the churches, on the whole, is

hopeful and good. Some of the members are devout, godly

men, who do honour to the Christian name.

The hospital also, in addition to its own special work of

healing and administering to the needs of the sick and suffer-

ing, has yielded spiritual fruit. One man was recently

baptized from the wards, and there are several enquirers.

Dr. Cur wen has been encouraged by the sympathy shown to

him on the part of some of the foreign contiibutors to the

Medical Mission funds, a few of whom are manifesting much
interest in bis work. A few months ago the Directors,

wishing to show their apprtciation of Lis t stimable services,

made a small present to Dr. Li, the head dispenser, and this

gentleman brought to Dr. Curwen the following letter of

thanks, which has been translated iato English :

—

'• To the L;)fty Glance of the P.istor3,

The Bjard of Directors.

"The insi;|nificint one, since my twenty-third year, was
chosen of the Lord, and to the present time have been in the

service of God these sixteen years. I have been nurtured

by the church and the instruction of Jesus in all my in-

comings and outgoings
;
eating and drinking, dreaming and

sleeping, I have ever been steeped in the Divine grace, and

if I were to bald my head, and swell my legs, and break my
bones, and powder my body, I could not hope to make an

adequate return for Ilis abounding grace for one part in a

million. Formerly, when my old teacher. Dr. Pritchard.

returned to his native country, I, for a time, had charge of
tlie hospital, and as in duty bound followed out the old ruts,

and thus happily avoided any great mistake on my part
;

and this I was enabled to do by the aid of the Holy Spirit,

not through any virtue or merit of my insignificant self.

Yet I have received as a present a most generous gift,

through Dr. Curwen, amounting to 'lb ozs. of silver according
to Peking scale. I, the insigniticant one, heariog it, was
startled beyond measure, for I look upon what i. have done
as simply a matter of duty, and as what, regarded in the
light of duty, I could not but do. And how dare I accept of
such excessive reward Yet having baen sent to mo from a

distance of many myriads of miles I, on the other hand, dare
not refuse it. I can only again worshipfuUy receive this big

and abundant donation, and in return I will endeavour to be
additionally earnest and energetic in exha'isting strength of

body and mind j^n serving the Lord, and thus hope to

respond to [carry out] the earnest endeavours of the venerable
Society for the preaching of the Truth and the salvation of

men. I write this as an expression of my thanks, and take

this opportunity of asking after the peace of the Board, and
humbly hope for its condescandin?; consideration.

'• The tail end of the Church, Li Sh.vo tsu, worshipfuUy
seals thi?."

la the West City, also, the work of daily preaching in the

street chapels is carried on with encouraging results, the

congregations being good and attentive ; but here again, as

in the East City, "the time for believing" (to quote the

words of Mr. Meech) " seems not yet." He reports, too, that

the attendances at the Sunday services are still increasing.

Some who had grown lax have become regular. The con-

gregations have been increased by the establishment of two

winter classes.

Mr. Stonehouse pays special attention to country stations

and to members scattered through the villages at a distance

from the capital. They need constant visitation and in-

struction. Suitable premises having been obtained in the

town of Tung-an, Mr. Stonehouse hopes to make that town

Lis residence during a portion of each year, and by this

means spread Christian light and influence among the poor,

ignorant country folk.

To Mr. AUardyce we are indebted for the following

account of the Boys' Boarding School. The school has been

in existence for about four years. The number of boys

range from thirty-five to forty, but they could take as many

more as far as accommodation is concerned ; but lack of

funds is the great obstacle.

"Our native teacher," says Mr. AUardyce, "Mr. Sui (on

the opposite side of the table from myself), who has been

1 with us now for about three years, although a thorough

Chinaman, and, as such, has some characteristics not easily

understood by foreigners, is, none the less, a thorough Chris-

tian, with a great thirst for knowledge, especially Christian

knowledge. Ho eagerly buys all the commentaries on the

Bible he can lay his bands upon, but he is by no means

dependent on books, for his striking and original interpreta-

tion of obscure texts in the Bible show him to be a thinker

as well as a reader. His advance in Christian knowledge

and character since he came to us has truly been marvellous.

The boy directly behind him is our senior scholar, and has

been in the school from its commencement. We hope to

send him to our Theological Institute in Tientsin this

autumn. His character and diligence have won the affection

and love of all those who have come in contact with him,

and we are looking forward with great hope to his future

career. The boy directly behind me has gone to assist Mr.

Murray, of the Blind School, Peking ; while the boy on the

extreme right has entered our East City Hospital to study

medicine under Dr. Curwen. All the other boys are still

pursuing their studies in the school, and at least five of them

give promise of growing up useful, earnest Christian workers.

" All the boys in the school are sons of Christian parents

and our first aim is to give them a thorough grounding in
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Christian knowledge and such subjects as elementary geo-

graphy, arithmetic, and hymn-singing. This generally takes

from three to five years, according to the intelligence and

previous knowledge of the pupil. We then select the

brighter and more hopeful boys for a further course of

study, to prepare them to enter our Theological Institute

and hospitals, or for future teachers in our elementary day-

schools. Of course, this latter part of our work is, as yet,

but scarcely begun ; but this autumn, through the generosity

of the Rev. Jonathan Lees, who has kindly promised a sub-

our work, humanly speaking, depends on the supply of good

[

native evangelists.

" During the spring of the present year a fever epidemic

broke out in the school, and for two months caused us con-

stant and deep anxiety, but we were much cheered at the

way in which the boys cheerfully volunteered to nurse their

sick comrades when our servants and other grown-up Chinese^

were too afraid to lend a helping hand.

"One boy, who, rather against our judgment, insisted on
helping to nurse a sick companion, took the fever, and.

ilU.-^r AND SECU.ND CLASS PEKING l;jiS IJOARDINTi SCHOOL, WITH TEAr[IF,R AND REV .1 M. Al.I.AIUi VCE, MA.

scription of 100 tafels towards the expenses of five or six bojs

from the Chichou and Yensan districts, and with these boys,

together with three or four from our own school, whom kind

friends in England and Australia support, we shall be able

to make a start in earntst. I may say here that the support

of a boy in the school for a year costs about five pounds, and

money cannot be put to better use in mission work than to

help to prepare Chinese to evangelise China. This is the

great need of our Mission in China, and the future success of

bfcing of a delicate constitution, succumbed to it, and died

after a fortnight's severe illness. He had been baptized

and received into the church only two months before ; and

though we sorrow over his death, we could not but rejoice

to think of him in his first zeal and early love for Christ on

earth being called to higher service above. As his body

was being placed in the coffin his heathen uncle wept

bitterly, and said :
' This is the last of Chi Hsiang ' ; but

his Christian mother said quietly :
' No, this is not the last

;
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I shall see him again in heaven.' Such experiences as these

fill one's heart with thanksgiving that to some of the

Chinese at least is coming the peace and joy that the

Christian faith brings.

" Dr. Siville's many friends will be interested as well as

grieved to know that the terrible fever which has prostrated

Jier for so many weeks was caught during her assiduous care

of the sick boys. Their gratitude to her was plainly shown
during all the time of her illness by their constant in-

quiries for news of her, and their frequent prayers for her

recovery.*'

With these interesting details we must bring this brief

sketch of the Peking Mission to a close.

THREE QUESTIONS FOR THE SOCIETY'S
CONSTITUENTS.

To the Editor of the Chronicle.

Deau Mr. Editor,—As I do not often trouble you with

;ot€S from the Treasurer's Office, I should be obliged now
if you would give me an opportunity in the pages of the

CiiRONirr.E for saying a few words to the constituency of

the London Missionary Society on three distinct questions :

—

(1) I do hope that all will read that portion of the Annual

Report just issued which refers to Madagascar. We owe a

debt of gratitude for the able and statesman-like summary
which has there been given ns of the history of that

country and the work which, as a Society, we have been

permitted to do.

(2) May I ask all to note carefully the figures that are

given in each section of the report with regard to our

native teachers, agents, and pastors engaged in the different

fields, as well as the expenditure that the Society is incur-

ring on account of this branch of its work ? I ask this for

the following reason :—During the last few months I have

been much impressed, in reading the correspondence from

the various parts of the mission- field, by the strong appeals

that so many of our rois<ionariefl are making that the

Society should do more in the way of training and employ-

ing competent natives, and I am anxious to submit for

consideration that, at the commencement of the second

century of mission work, the time has come when we should

reconsider the whole policy of the Society on this subject.

It is a very large iiuestion, and one which no Board can

take up effectively till somethicg of a public opinion has

b^en formed on the subject by our friends and supporters
;

for a real movement in what I hope will be considered the

right direction cannot be undertaken without either a very

much larger extra expenditure for that branch of the work,

or a transfer of funds now devoted to I'uropean missionaries,

and a consequent reduction of their number.

The policy of " The Forward Movement " was to increase

the staff of European missionaries, and there is no doubt

that so far as creating an interest at home, an increase in the

number of European missionaries means a largely increased

clien/idr of earnest supporters
; but the effect thus far has

been to diminish the amount we are able to spare for the

native side
;
and yet I think the fields in which we have been

working now for so many years, especially India and China,

are ripe for a much larger development of work on that

side.

(3) I want our friends to look at the question of their

present methods of giving. I take it that many who are

interested in Christian work, and therefore feel constrained

to give a certain proportion of their income to its main-

tenance, divide that amount into three parts : — (a)

Christian work at home
;

(b) Christian work abroad
;

and (c) general objects. Are we in the main likely to

apportion our giving rightly for Christian work abroad, if

we simply give once a year, with a congregational collection

now and then thrown in ? Most of us receive our

income periodically, certainly not once a year
;

if, as we
received it, whether it be weekly, monthly, or (juarterly

we at once put aside a share for each department, would it

not be much easier, and would it not be likely to produce

more in the end ? I venture to ask this specially of those

whose share in the foreign missionary enterprise is not limited

to a small amount. From what I have noticed in the figures

that were recently collected for the last five years, ending

March, 1895, I found that there was a much greater irregu-

larity with regard to the larger gifts (I refer to amounts,

say, of over five guinois) than to the smaller, and it has

given me the impression that the gifts of a large number of

our constituents are far too much the result of special

appeals, a state of thingi which, as long as it continues,

will always give a dangerous uncertainty to our income.

I venture, therefore, as your Treasurer, to ask you to look

at this question of method. We are commencing the second

centenary of foreign missionary work, and I am very

anxious that we should, as far as possible, utilise the experi-

ence we have already obtained.

Foreign missionary enterprise is no optional matter with

us as Christian men
; it is laid upon us as a command as well

as a trust. IMay we all do our part in stimulating one

another to do our own share in this as well as in other

departments of Christian service !

I am, dear Mr. Editor,

Yours truly,

ALiiEirr SriCER.

50, Upper Thames Street, E.C., September 15th, 18%.

No church or society shows such a record as that of the

Moravians. They have l.")0 mission stations, 400 missionaries,

231 day-schools, and 110 Sunday-schools. What makes these

statistics so remarkable is, that they show the Church abroad to

be three times the size of the Church at home.

—

Frfr Chvrch

Monthly.
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"MOW I BECAME A CHRISTIAN." BY A

HEATHEN CONVERT.

By Eev. Arnold Fostek, B A., Hankow.

UNDER the above title a book was published last year in

Japan which contains many things of the deepest

interest to those who are labouring and praying for the

conversion of the world to Christ. The writer, a .Japanese

(who, however, does not disclose his name), gives an account

of his religious history which bears internal evidence of its

own genuineness and truthfulness. Much of it consists in

extracts from his diary, accompanied, apparently, by later

comment. Many of this convert's thoughts, both on matters

of faith and also of practice, are naturally very crude, and

the English in which he writes is often decidedly peculiar
;

but the main outline of bis story is intensely interesting,

and not a few of his reflections are very suggestive. In the

following pages I shall, as far as possible, let this Japanese

convert speak for himself, only taking the liberty of

correcting his English where it needs correction, and

abbreviating and condensing some of his paragraphs, which

will lose nothing by condensation.

Our convert was born in 18G1, and his family belonged to

the warrior class. His grandfather, he tells us, was every

inch a soldier, and died lamenting that in his days the land

had been in peace, and that he had had no opportunity of

engaging in warfare. His father was a man of culture, and

a good Confucian scholar. He himself was brought up on

the teaching of the Chinese sages, but, while yet a youth of

only sixteen, he went as a student to a new Government

college, where some American missionaries taught in some

of the classes. Here he came fiist under Christian influence,

and was led, by a way that will seem strange to many of his

readers, first to a knowledge of the truth, and then to deci-

sion for Christ.

Looking back several years after on the course of his con-

version, he says :
" My conversion was a slow, gradual process.

I was not converted in a day. Long after I had ceased to

prostrate myself before idols, yea, long after I was baptized,

I lacked those beliefs in the fundamental teachings of

Christianity which I now consider to be essential in calling

myself a Christian." In reading the description he gives of

his first profession of Christianity, it is a little disappointing

to observe the apparent shallowness of the process by which

he glided all too easily from idolatry into its opposite.

Thanks to the influence of a Christian lecturer in science in

the college in which the young man was a student, a decidedly

Christian tone was prevailing amongst the majority of the

students. The influences of the place were too strong for

the new comer, though still a heathen in heart, to stand

against. Under a sort of moral compulsion exercised by his

fellow-students, he took the step of signing a " Covenant

of Believers in Jesus," in which all the signatories professed

their desire to obey Christ, and to spread the knowledge of

the Gospel among men.

Having taken this step, which he tells us was " a forced

one, against my will, and, I must confess, somewhat against

my conscience too," we suddenly find him zealous, after a

fashion, for the new faith which he had embraced in such a

very unsatisfactory manner. " The practical advantage of

the new faith," he writes, " was evident to me at once. The
Christian Monotheism had laid its axe at the root of all my
superstitions. I was not sorry that I was forced to sign the

Covenant of Believers in Jesus." Six months after his un-

willing confession of faith in Christ, he was baptized along

with some other fellow-students by a Methodist missionary

from America, and by this time his faith appears to have

become fairly sincere. " Now that we were baptized we felt

we were new men—at least, we tried to feel so and to appear

so." The entries in his diary at this time, however, seem

to indicate, on the one hand, a very superficial character, and

yet, on the other hand, a character on which Christianity

had got a real hold. He and his fellow- Christian students

spent much time in talking of religion and laying plans for

the development of the Church with which they were

associated ; but .Japanese ways are peculiar, and this convert

notes in his diary many things that do not commend them-

selves to Western Christian readers. A lack of reverence, a

free-and-easy tone of religiousness, is manifest in all that

we are told of the doings of this little band of Japanese

Christian students. They pass from worship to joviality

and from joviality to worship without any apparent sense

of incongruity. They are anxious to build up a church, but

more anxious that they shall be their own masters, and man-

age everything in .Japanese fashion without any missionary

interference, than that they shall all be rooted in an in-

telligent apprehension of the fundamental truths of Chris-

tianity. Some of the entries in the diary belonging to this

period are touching, some are amusing, some are disappointing.

But self-assertion is as natural to the .Japanese as it is to the

Anglo-Saxon, and everyone who knows anything of mission

ary work in Japan knows that Christianity in that land will

have to reckon with a national character which will not be

beholden to foreign teachers and to foreign control for a day

longer than can be helped.

In 1884, about six years after his baptism, our convert

was seized with a great desire to visit a Christian land. The
life and teaching of the American missionaries whom he

had known in Japan impressed him with the thought that

in a Christian land he might hope to see something like an

approximation to the Kingdom of God upon earth. He
imagined that in Christendom men would probably be all

more or less imbued with the Christian spirit, and that here

man would be seen free from the vices and defilements

of sin that are so manifest amongst a non-Christian people.

Accordingly in the autumn of 1884 he set out on a pilgrimage

to the United States. There he hoped not only to see an
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ideal Christian community, but also, by a course of continued ! that money was all in all in America, and that it is wor-

study, to fit himself for future work and service in his own shipped there as the Almighty Dollar ; I had heard, too,

native land. His own words will best express both his that race prejudice is strong in America. Bat for me to

expectations and bis disappointment at finding these expecti- credit such statements as these was impossible, so strong

tions unrealised :
—" That I looked upon Christendom and was my confidence in what I had read and heard about the

English-speaking people with peculiar reverence was not an superiority of Christian over Pagan civilisation. The image

altogether inexcusable weakness on my part. I had learnt of America as pictured to my mind was that of a Holy

all that was noble, useful, and uplifting through the medium Land.

TEMPLE PREflNCTS, .TAl'AX.

of the English language. I read my ^Bible in English
;

Barnes' Commentaries were written in English, John

Howard was an Englishman, and Washington and Webster

were of English descent. My idea of Christian America

was lofty, religious, Puritanic. I dreamed of its templed

hills and rocks that rang with hymns and praises. Hebraisms

I thought to be the prevailing speech of the American

commonalty. Hallelujahs and Amens the common language

of its streets. \ I had often been told upon good testimony

" At daybreak on the 24th November, 1884, my enraptured

eyes first caught a faint view of the shores of Christendom.

Once more I descended to my steerage cabin and there I

was upon my knees. The moment was too serious for me
to join in the popular excitement of the hour." Such were

the expectations and such was the spirit with which this

Japanese Christian approached the country in which he was

to spend the next three years of his life. He had hardly

landed when his eyes began to be opened to see, amidst
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infiaite sorrow and perplexity, how different is Christendom

from the Kingdom of Christ. " As my previous acquaintarce

with the Caucasian race had been mostly with missionaries,

all the people whom I met in the street appeared to me like

so miny ministers fraught with high Christian purpose, and

I could not but imagine myself as walking among the con-

gregation of the first-born." The Hebraisms which he tx-

pected to meet with in the common talk of the American

people were soon recognisable indeed, but in a form he had

little anticipated. He found people without number and

even horses bearing Hebrew names : the latter fact rather

astonished him, but that did not matter. " Words which we
never pronounce without a sense of extreme awe and rever-

ence are upon the lips of workmen, carriage drivers, and

shoeblacks. Every little offence is met by a religious oath

of some kind." The names of God and of Jesus Christ were

introduced into conversation in a way utterly strange to the

cars of this Japanese Christian. " Soon I was able to discover

the deep profanity that lay at the bottom of all these

Hebraisms, and I took them as open violations of the third

commandment, the full significance and special use of which

I had never been able to cimprehend before."

One shock after another was given to the faith of this new

arrival as he came gradually to realise more and more clearly

that the land in which he had hoped to see the Kingdom of

Heaven set up as an accomplished fact was still to a very

large extent Ijing in the dominion of the evil one. " In no

respect did Christendom appear to me more like heathendom

than in the strong race prejudice still existing among its

people. Down in the State of Delaware, whither I was once

taken by a friend of mine as his guest, I was astonished to

find a separate portion of a town given up wholly to negroes.

Upon telling my friend that it appeared to me a very Pagan-

like thing to make this sharp racial distinction between men

and men, his emphatic answer was that he would rather be

a Pagan and live separate from ' niggers ' than be a Christian

and live in the same quarters with them ! But strong and

unchristian as the feeling of the Americans is against

Indians and Africans, the aversion to repugnance which they

display towards the Chinese is something of which we in

hf athendom have never seen the like. The land which sends

over missionaries to China to convert her sons and daughters

to Christianity from the nonsense of Confucius and the

superstitions of Buddha—the very same land abhors even the

shadow of a Chinaman cast upon its soil. There never was

seen such an anomaly upon the face of this earth." " Time
fails me to speak of other unchristian features of Christen-

dom—its legalised lotteries, its widespread gambling propen-
sities as manifested at cock-fights, horse-races, and football

matches
;
pugilism, more inhuman than Spanish bull-fights

;

lynching, more befitting Hottentots than the people of a free

republic ; a rum trade, whose magnitude can find no parallel

in the trade of the whole world. Is this the civilisation we
were taught by missionaries to accept as an evidence of the

superiority of the Christian religion over other religions ?
"

(To he continued.)

FAMINE AND FOE : A PARABLE.
" pHERE never can be such a famine in India as in past

years," I heard an Indian official say. " Rjilways make
all the difference

;
there was grain in plenty in other parts

of the country in those dajs of widespread starvation, but

we had no means of trar sporting it to the scene of want."

Iq like manner, during the late China-Japan War, so

numerous were the troops China could muster that ex-

perienced Englishmen and others ridiculed the idea, at the

beginning of the campaign, of her defeat ; but the "Middle
Kingdom," in her blind obstinacy, has resisted the laying of

railways as a hateful " foreign " innovation, so in her time

of need she had no means of massing her soldiery on the

scene of conflict
;
and long ere their wearisome, month-long

marchings on foot, their creeping canal journejings were

ended, the brisk movements and splendid transport service

of their apparently insignificant foe had won the day.

It seems to me we have here some very suggestive illustra-

tions with regard to the relation of churches at home and

missions abroad, and the part we all can do in furthering the

cause of Christ in heathen lands. Multitudes far away are

spiritually starving, while with us is the bread of life in

abundance ; the enemy of the Cross is carrying all before

him in many a fair region of the world for which Christ

died, and the soldiers of the Cross are many who are ready,

waiting to go forth to the help of the Lord in the far-off

fields of battle ; but how about the transport service ?

Many an instance have we known of chosen and well-

equipped workers debarred, or, at least, delayed, from going

forth to the foreign mission-field by the lack of funds for

their journey and support. Well has it been said with

regard to this matter that every true Christian in the home
lands is bound either ''to go, let go, or help go." For the

friends of foreign missions, in other words the friends of

Jesus Christ, called to home ministry, the transport of their

brethren called to heathen lands is an urgent duty, a precious

right ; and even as each wheel of the railway van, aye, each

spoke of each wheel, is as indispensable as the engine of the

train which is carrying bread to the starving or soldiers to

the strife, so the humblest offering of time, talent, money,

has its part in the furtherance of the Saviour's cause—in the

speeding of the Word of Life to dying souls, of the warriors

of our King to His warfare with the prince of darkness ; and

may have issues only to be fully known, fully rewarded, in

the day of His appearing.

Shanghai. Alice Jane Muirhead,

Mrs. Isabella Bishop, the great traveller, is spending some

months in China. She has been visiting some of the C.M.S.

stations in West China, and in a letter she wrote recently to the

Thiicn she states that she is satisfied that the people in the

Sz-Chuen Province really believe in outrajres by foreign mis-

sionaries, and that this is the secret of the riots in that part of

China.
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AMONG THE WOMEN Of KMAMA'S
COUNTRY.

By Miss Ei,li:n L. Haiigukave.

A BOUT four years ago the London Missionary Society

decided to try the experiment of sending out lady

missionaries to work among the women of some of the

South African tribes, and, as a result, I left England for

Phalapye, Khama's Town, at the end of 189;5, accompanied

by Miss Young, who had been appointed to take charge of

the schools in the same place. During my sixteen months'

residence at Phalapye I was, of course, owing to imperfect

knowledge of the Secwana language, not able to form a very

intimate acquaintance with the women of the country

generally. A few of the Christian women, however, I

frequently saw, and through contact with them, supple-

mented by a more or less casual acquaintance with those

outside the church, I was able to arrive at some conclusions

with regard to the general status of the women in the tribe,

the nature of their needs, and the possibilities of helpful

work among them.

The position of the Bamangwato women, as is the case

with South African tribes in general, is entirely subordinate

to that of the men, and for the most part, both intellectu-

ally and socially, they are very far inferior. They do nearly

all the manual work of the tribe. It is the women who till

the fields, sow and reap the grain, and prepare the produce

of the ground for use. A considerable part of the hut-

building Ifalls to their share, besides the whole of the

thatching and laying down the mud floors. Fetching and

carrying water—a very serious item of labour in a dry

country^—is also their work. All this, of course, is in

addition to the various everyday duties necessitated by the

care of their several households and families.

The women, therefore, are little more than the drudges

of the community, and I was prepared to find them occupy-

ing a low place in the scale of civilisation. What I have

been surprised to find is that, in spite of their position, they

retain a by no means despicable amount of mental alertness

and vivacity. Another hopeful characteristic is their appre-

ciation of kindness. Some of the women I knew spoke

with much feeling of Mrs. Hepburn's goodness to them in

past years, and one, I remember, showed me a pin which she

treasured among her possessions as having once belonged to

Mrs. Hepburn. They are responsive also to the extent of

showing kindness themselves. It was no uncommon thing

for small presents, such as a bowl of thick milk, a fowl, or a

bracelet, to be brought to our huts.

Now, how can we best help these poor women ? Not,

assuredly, by a social revolution—by any direct attempt to

change the conditions of their lives. Such a change, indeed,

is taking place surely, though slowly. Already the plough

has to some extent displaced the woman as an agriculturist.

For although the men of the tribe look upon it as beneath

their dignity to dig the ground, this consideration does not

stand in the way of their driving a plough and a span of
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oxen. Thea, again, the training which the girls as well as

the boys are now receiving in the school will have a marked

(ffect in mary directions upon the life of the next genera-

tion. Even now sewing machinea are to be found occasior-

ally in native homes, and I have seen one of the chief's

daughters using this very modern product of civilisation

with perfect ease. It must be mentioned, however, that it

is only the wealthier among the people who can aiford to

buy a plough, that at present only about ,300 girh and boys

rut of a papulation of nearly 30,000 attend school, thit a

sawing machine represents a s'lardard of culture the attain-

ment of which is very rare indeed, and that for a long time

to come the condi:ion of the great majority of the women
will remain much as it has been for generations.

If I were asked what would be the greatest service I could

render a male Mangwato, I should reply :
" Teach him to

work, and teach him also the dignity of work." It is evident,

from what has been said, that the Bamangwato women do

not need to be taught to work. They are born to labour

and to foil, and in this respect they are a step in advance of

the men. But they do need to learn the dignity there is in

labour. They need to learn, and I believe that, however

slowly, they are capable of learning, that their necessary

toil may be made an intelligent, loving service, instead of

a dull, lifeless drudgery, and that the daily round, the

common task," may be to them the pathway to heaven,

instead of a dreary, monotonous road to tie grave. They

need to be told of One who came down from His home in

the skies, and endured a weary, laborious life on this every-

day earth of ours, that He might raise its poor sons and

daughters of toil up to His own abode, and who calls " even

these least " of them His brethren. And I believe that in

some measuro they are capable of receiving the lessons

which the S .viour's life has taught, and that even in their

dull undeis'.ancinga and hearts some response to His love

may be axakened.

With these children of humanity, as with the children of

our own families, we must begin where we can, and be con-

tent to " make has' e slowly." We cannot fxpect to gather

them together ia large ' meetings." We must 'isit them in

their homes, and tell them of the Father and His love for

them. We must win their confidence by kindness and help-

fulness, by patience and forbearance—above all, by unselfish

sympathy which will intere=it itself ia their daily round of

work, and enter into their feeble and elementary ideas of

life and duty. We must be content to labour and to wait

in the spirit of Him whose heart " the lowliest duties on her-

self did lay," and Whose life was spent in doing good to the

helpless and the outcast
;
looking for no " marked successes"

or startling results, but happy if we are able to bring some

of these poor, wandering sheep into the Good Shepherd's

fold.

lYlEMBERS OF MY BIBLE CLASS.

By Mps. Mackay, Antsihaxaka, Madagascar.

NO doubt it is very difficult even for the most sympathetic

friends of missions at all to realise the condition and
character of the various peoples in whom they are neverthe-

less warmly interested.

Perhaps most returned missionaries have at some time or

other been struck with the wonderfully false ideas that some
have formed regarding the particular people amongst whom
they as missionaries have worked. Of course it is impossible

that it should be otherwise, although by cireful reading and
thought it is certainly pos-ible that a good deal more may be

known of the various peoples of the earth whom, hoivever,

some are contented broadly to class as " The Heathen."

To facilitate a more intimate knowledge of those amongst

whom I have worked in Antsihanaka, Madagascar, I should

like to introduce to you two or three women who have

attended my Bible-class or who have come in contact with us

in some other way
;
more, however, with the view of show-

ing what they arc than to say very much about the influence

that Chtistianity may have brought to bear upon them.

One of our earliest acquaintances ia Imerimandroso was

Rasoa. She was a woman from Antanicarivo living at

Imerimandroso for the sake of trading, h?r husband being

perhaps the chief trader in the place. Often whea he

was away on the coast for weeks on business Risoa would

manage her husband's shop, and from all we could see the

business suffered little in her hands, for she seemed to be one

of the many Malagasy women who are at least as capable as

their husbands. She had a number of small children, and for

Malagasy children they were rather better brought up and

cared for than many. Although a very regular attendant at

church, in fact a church member, and probably one who had

little faith in most of the old heathen customs, Rasoa always

appeared to be a devout worshipper of " The Goddess-of-

getting-OD." She was also a leader in our fashionable world,

which world has a very real existence amongst our people
;

her husband's business being chiefly that of a linen-draper,

Rasoa had more facility for indulging her taste. My reason

for introducing this particular woman to your notice is, not

that her character is particularly remarkable, but rather that

she seems to me a type of a large class of women in our

churches at home.

Ratody is a woman altogether different from Rasoa ; her

life since we have known her has been one of many troubles.

Years ago her husband was brought to our hospital in a

hopeless condition, and went home again only to die from

consumption ; and we have seen the more of Ratody that

she has continually brought her delicate little girl, her

mother (since dead), and many other members of her family

for our help in sickness. Ratody is not from Imerina, but

a native of Antsihanaka. She was educated in the Mission-

school by a native teacher, and turned out one of the most
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hopeful scholars. Both Ratody and her brothers and her

daughters have the gift of a wonderful memory, and I have

heard her repeat in order the Sunday-school texts for each

Sunday during many months with hardly a pause for breath.

We have found this woman remarkable, because, a child of

heathen parents and surrounded by heathen influence, she

has always risen above her circumstances, and her anxiety

always is for a good home-life for her young brothers and

little daughters. She was a Sunday-school teacher before we

left Antsihanaka, more than a year ago, and until then we

found her a consistent Christian. May she always continue

so

!

Now, briefly, a word about a woman, whose name I forget,

but with whom we came into intimate contact because of

going two or three times for a change of air to her village,

away on the borders of the forest and off the beaten track.

This woman was still a veritable heathen, far away from

Christian influence, and only hearing anything of even the

name of it through her children, who occasionally attended a

school in a distant village. A comparatively young woman,

she was the wife of an old man, and the mother of a large

family. When, very occasionally, goicg to the nearest large

town she would wear a clean dress and shawl, but at home

one single, dirty garment formed her full dress
; and yet this

woman would ask with interest about the latest fashions !

Her life was much the same as that of her neighbours, doing

very little excepting, perhaps, when the seasons come for

work in the rice-fields, and just sitting about, nursing ber

naked baby most of the time. This woman was perhaps

noted for nothing in particular, but that, notwitbstaodicg

all these circumstances, she was able, by ber genial, kindly

welcome and friendly intercourse, to make us feel that she

really was our friend.

Perhaps this little description will help those who read it

to understand a little the sort of people that we have to do

with in the North of Madagascar, and, probably, in each

will be recognised the touch of nature which makes the

whole world akin.

A PITIFUL NEED.

SINCE I came to Trevandrum seven months ago I have

been doing my utmost to interest friends in England in

the revival of a girls' boarding school
;
for, if my husband

will allow me to say so, of all the many and varied needs of

this great district a training home for girls stands first and
foremost.

It would be difficult to describe the pitiful condition of the

lower-caste people of Travancore. They experience the

very extreme of poverty, and I feel sick at heart every time

I pass the wretched huts which are all they know of home.

Most of the houses are only a few feet square, and built of

mud ; no windows, only a low door through which you must

stoop considerably to enter. Darknees, dirt, and insect life

reign supreme, and in these holes—they are hardly worthy
of a better name—a great part of the young life of India is

being lived ! The houses inhabited by Christians, however,

are usually much superior, and prove how wonderfully the

religion of Christ not only changes and uplifts the lives of

the people, but improves their surroundings also. Here
you will fiod more clothing ou the bodies, more light,

more cleanliness altogether, and this makes one long to take

scores of poor heathen children and train them in a

Christian atmosphere, so that they may be a means of

blessing not only to their own generation, but to all genera-

tions to come, for the girls of to-day will be the mothers of

the future. Through the kindness of many English friends

a boarding school for girls has at last been re-opened, and on

Friday last our compound was the scene of much excitement

and confusion. Eighty children, accompanied by parents,

catechists, and friends, came iu from all parts of the district.

They stood in a long row, backed up by their somewhat
agitated relatives, whilst my husband and I and two or three

native pastors spent several hours discussing and re-discuss-

ing the merits of each cise'. At length thirty-two out of

the eighty were selected, and, oh ! if only friends at home
could have seen the bitter disappoiotment of the parents of

the rejfcted ones, how much more readily they would give

their support to th's terribly-needed work ! One after

another these poor people came to me begging with tears

that just this child m'ght be admitted
; but I was obliged

to turn a deaf ear to all their sorrowful pleading, for

already we had selected as large a number as we could

afford to keep.

Of course, with English ideas running in our heads, a

boarding school sounds something rather grand for such

children as these, but our institutions differ very widely

from what is known by that name in England. The
children do not live in a European bungalow, but in a build

ing specially erected for native use, and in all respects they

follow the respectable native mode of life, wearing the

na'ive dress, assisting ia the preparation of the food, and

sleeping on grass mats, which are spread on the floor by

night and rolled up during the day.

And now, before closing this little account, I should like

to thank those of your readers who are so kindly helping us

in this work. The raising of £3 a year may not seem much
to do for Christ's sake, but as the stone thrown into the pool

sends hundreds of wavelets rippling to the shore, so, as only

those who are in the midst of misery and degradation can

fully know, the great waves of the grace of God can be, and

are, set in motion by the influence of even one of these little

ones. Lucy H. Bach.

Trevandrum.
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GRATEFUL PUPILS.
^

I AM sending the translation of a letter I received from

some of our high-caste Zenana pupils in the west of the

Neyoor district as I was leaving Neyoor.

It will be interesting as showing the change of thought

and the good influence exerted over the Hindus by the

visits of the Zenana teachers.

Dear old Rebecca worked for over twenty years in that

part of the district. She died last year, at a ripe old age, in

the midst of her labours, and eager even on her deathbed to

rise and tell the good tidings of salvation to her country-

women. Through her loving ministrations and patient

teaching, the name of Christ, which was formerly held in

abhorrence, is now reverenced ; His followers, who wtra

treated as the offscouring of the world, are now respected

and looked up to, and eagerly sought for as their teachers.

Truly we may say :

'• What bath the Lord wrought
!

"

when, instead of despising those who become Christians,

many of the higher-caste natives show an eagerness to

follow thtir example, and are only deterred by the inexor-

able law of the Travancore Government and the caste

sjstem, which would scout as .out-castes and deprive of all

ancestral property, or even maintenance, such as dared to

make an open avowal of faith in Christ. May the day soon

come when such laws will be altered, and freedom of thought

and action be granted to all the Rajah's subjects 1

Letter from the above-mentioned Zenana pupils :

—

" Most Beloved Madam,—We, the undermentioned, are ex-

ceedingly thankful to you for the good you have done to us in

bringing us to the knowledgre of Christian truths. Our fore-

fathers were bitter enemies to Christianity, and they never

allowed any Christian teacher to enter our vUlage with religious

books. If any ventured to do so, he was sure to be mocktd at

or disgraced, and the books torn and thrown away. The name
' Christian ' was abhorred. We had no knowledge about G-od,

heaven, sin, or hell, but we lived in fear of demons and dead

heroes. Our worship consisted of eating and bathing in sacred

places. While we were thus groping in darkness, you kindly

sent a Bible-woman who strove for our enlightenment. Grown-

up women and girls among us, who are not able to attend school,

are taught to read in our homes. The teaching of the Bible-

woman, as well as your personal instruction, enlightened us so

much, that we are convinced of the folly of demon worship,

and of the excellence of the Christian religion.

" We have now in our houses the Bible and other Christian

books, which we are fond of reading. Your visitation in our

villages was indeed a great blessing to us, since it excited good

feelings in our minds on account of the great difficulties that

attended your journeys to our villages through a rugged and

roadless country. We were very anxious for your safe coming

and returning whenever we heard of your tour to this side.

Even men, who are quite opposed to Christianity, noticing your

pains, admitted that there must be something excellent in

Christ, which, thoug-h unknown to themselves, actuate His fol-

lowers to take so much trouble for His cause.

We gratefully esteem your wisdom in choosing Rebecca as

the first Bible-woman for our part. Though an old woman she
had much influence amongst us. She and her husband rendered

medical aid to the sick in our villages. Taking advantage of

this, she entered our homes with that hated book, the Bible,

without opposition, and succeeded in teaching us to read it and
instruct us about Christ. Now her daughter is allowed free

access to our houses.

Also we wish to say thab some of us would -like to embrace
Christianity, as so many of the weavers of Puttetti have lately

done, as well as a large heathen family at Takamalie, whose
devil-shrine you broke down on a previous visit. These people

have readily embraced Christianity, as caste prejudice is not so

binding with them. But we are eadly hindered by the caste

system prevailing so strongly in our community. We should

like very much to come over and bid you farewell in person,

but you know well that this also is rendered impossible to us
;

we, therefore, send our humble salaams to you.
' Ardently wishing and earnestly praying to the Almighty

that you will be graciously enabled to return to us happy and
healthy, with all your children, we beg to remain,

" (Signed) Ponamal, Moothachie, Janikie, &c., k,c."

I was also very much cheered and helped, when leaving,

by the tokens of affection of the dear Christian people of

Neyoor, amongst whom I have laboured over thirty years.

A large meeting, convened by Mr. Hacker, was held in the

chapel. Two addresses, one from the men, and one from the

women, enclosed in cases of gold paper, and gifts of ivory

carving and the beautiful embroidery (worked by the women
under Mrs. Hacker) were presented to me. Seven lyrics

were composed for the occasion, and sung, with violin

accompaniment. One verse runs thus :

—

" We are drooping and cast down.
We mingle sighs with music.
Be attached to us, thy sheep,
And come back very soon, our mother."

The chorus ran, "And soon come back again ; and soon

come back again." This is indeed my desire ; there is no
greater joy than in the Lord's service.

The farewell message from the dear missionary—Psalm
xxi. 8, was fulfilled. The Lord preserved me in my going

out and my coming in, and I am ready to act on the words
given me as a message on that memorable day :

" Go home
to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath

done for thee." A. M. B.\.vlis-Tuom8on.

June 30th, 18915,

' * • i<—

NEW WORK AT A COUNTRY STATION IN
NORTH CHINA.

DEAR MR. THOMPSON,—It has been on my mind for

some weeks past to write you a short letter, especially

about my new work at this station. It is a little over three

months since Mr. and Mrs. Murray, their family, and myself

reached Yensan. The second day after arrival my work
began in earnest, by giving medicine to a few sick people.

I had no place in which to put my medicines but in my own
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single room, and here I saw over a thousand patients the

first two months. These sick people brought numbers of

friends with them, so that great numbers heard the Gospel,

and many sick people were relieved of aches and pains.

Bafore leaving Tientsin, the Christian Blue Jackets, who
had been saved at my home there, wanting to help in my
new work, gave me about one hundred dollars, as a thank-

offering, to be used in building a large room for women's

work in my courtyard here. For nearly a month this room
has been occupied. It is a fine, large room, and very nicely

furnished, with plenty of pretty pictures on the walls,

making the poor women call it " Heaven." A tiny room
now serves as dispensary and consulting-room, and many a

time the blessing of those ready to perish has fallen on me
there. The numbers of patients are not very great—from

twenty to fifty or sixty daily, Sabbath excepted. But these

all hear the Gospel message, and are invited to come to the

daily evangelistic meeting in my courtyard in the afternoon.

Several women are now reckoned as inquirers, and are dili-

gently struggling through their first primer, a little book

of short texts, printed in large characters. The majority of

the patients are women, but I see a few men after the

women are all attended to. Two or three of these men
patients are now hopeful inquirers. So far, I have no

native helper, though two Christian women on the premises

at times speak to the patients.

I have been once to several oE the villages, and hope to go

to all of the hamlets where there are Christians as soon as

the hot weather is over. The number of baptized women in

this district is very small indeed compared with the men, but

I hope each year will see their number greatly increase.

Should Miss Roberts be free to come here in the autumn
and take up the most of the itinerating work, it will be a

great blessing to the work here. We were very sorry to

hear of her grief in the sudden death of her mother. This

news only reached us last week. The work in this centre is

quite enough to tax the strength of any single lady. We
mean to have a girls' day-school established early in autumn,

snd I greatly hope we may have a good women's station

class in winter. There are no funds designated for woman's
work here, but I am asking the Lord to provide all we need,

both for the medical work and the educational.

The Murrajs are beginning to feel the need of a change,

all being quite indisposed the last few days. We are so
thankful that the little Sanatorium Cottage is now nearly
ready. I am bound here till the end of August to attend to
a Christian woman I have promised to look after. If too
tired to work, a change up the railway line will do me good
then. You may wonder where all the medicine has come
from to start a large dispensary work here. I spent fifteen

pounds of my own private means on medicines
; the rest has

been the gift of friends. Dr. Smith having given a handsome
donation to the work here. Already over 2,500 patients
have been helped. So we have much to thank the Lord for,

and I do thank Him and take courage.—Yours, in His service,

Charlotte M. Kerr.
London Mission, Yensan, North China, July 15th, 189G.

FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE WATCHERS'
BAND.

Now that the holiday Eeason is nearly over, and most of our

friends have returned from their wanderings, arrange-

ments for the forthcoming months will be under consideration,

and plans for future work laid down. The present time appears

therefore to be opportune for agfain urging the importance of

periodical meetings for prayer, and for the study of missions in

connection with our branches. It is encouraging to know that

the value of such meetings is being more g-enerally recognised,

and that they have been included in the arrangements of many
of the Branches with most satisfactory results, in most cases

srithout increasing the numher of meetings, which so many
deprecate.

These arrangements are very varied. Where a weekly prayer-

meeting is held, the special field prayed for during the week is

remembered : in other cases, the first prayer-meeting in each
month is made distinctly missionary, and is regarded as the
Watchers' Band Meeting. In numerous churches a monthly
meeting has been provided for in place of the usual week-even-
ing service. Some take the Saturday evening ; others provide
for a meeting to follow the last Sunday evening service in the

month. Others, again, have a special meeting quarterly, which,
in some places, is made a united meeting of all the Branches in

the district, the members of all the churches and congregations
being invited.

Such meetings afford golden opportunities for arousing and
quickening missionary interest

;
they may differ in method, but

information should be given in one or more addresses, in addi-

tion to the prayers, and it is desirable that opportunity should
be afforded for asking questions. Occasional drawing-room
meetings may also be arranged for when possible ; these have
been found most valuable for spreading information and enlist-

ing new members,

T HAVE the pleasure to report that an edition of our Manual
in Telegu—the third of the foreign series—has now been issued,

and will doubtless be warmly welcomed by our missionaries

whose work is carried on in this lanfjuage, and by the members
of the native churches. In fulfilment of the agreement into

which all our Watchers enter, will they plead that much bless-

ing may attend this issue, that missionary interest may thereby
be deepened and extended, and many more be brnupht into this

great fellowship of prayer, James E. Liddiahd.

NEW BRANCHES.
London,

Brawh. Secretary.

Cambridge Heath Miss A, J, Amory.

Country.
Huddersfield (Marsden) ... Mrs. Beaumont.
Sleaford Mr. F. Darby.

Wales.
Miss Bentley.

Miss Griffiths.
Merthyr Tydvil ...

THE COLONIES.
New South Wales.

Balmain Miss Stark.
Hunter's Hill Miss Campbell.
Marrickville Mrs. W. Wyatt Gill.

Victoria.
Castlemain Miss Gansberg.
Surrey Hills Mrs. Morrison.
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POOR CHINESE CHRISTIANS SEND HELP
TO THE ARMENIANS.

A X appeal was lately made to the European residents in

ChuDg King in behalf of the .\.rmenian sufferers, and it

occurred to the Rev. J. Wallace-Wilson that it would be a

nice thing if the native Christians and adherents could be

induced to take an interest in the same matter. Accordingly

at a Sunday night's service he told the audience a little of

the terrible experiences through which the Armenians have

been passing during the last two or more years, and at the

same time explained to them that many of the sufferers had

already died of poverty, and that thousands were then in

danger of dying from sheer starvation and want. His
appeal was not in vain. Those present at the meeting

appeared to be deeply touched by the story, and in the course

of the foUowicg two days the following list of contributions

was handed in with the money. Mr. Wilson writes :
—

" The total sum is, of course, not much ; but it means a good

deal for the givers, all of whom are poor—some, indeed, very

poor. The spirit of the thing is to me very touching and

sweet, and I am sure the example of these Chinese might be

copied with advantage by many at home who have it in

their power to give more to this and similar worthy objects

The money is being sent along with the sum subscribed by
the Europeans."
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MALAGASY MARTYRS OF TO-DAY.
Bv Rev. Walter Huckett, of Vonizongo.

rpHE religion of a black or whitey-brown man is generally
J- put down as only skin-deep, and as much more likely to

make a hypocrite of him than a saiut. Such, at any rate, is

more frequently than not the opinion of non-religious

Europeans. For a man to take his life in his hands on be-

half of good government, and willingly to choose a violent

and cruel death rather than deny his religion, is too good or

too idiotic to be true in this age of self-interest. Ah, well,

these much-maligned Malagasy are having to suffer the

penalty for being religious.

Ratsimikotona, an untrained evangelist (a man who has

not passed through any college course), had been employed
as a native agent in superintending six churches in the

Vonizongo district for about twenty years. He was a good

man—not goodie—and had spent himself, year in and year

out, in striving to advance the Kingdom of Righteousness

among his own people. He could always practise his religion

better than he could preach it—not a bad characteristic by

any means.

The Vonizongo district, which had been progressing peace-

fully and orderly for six or eight months after the close of

the war, was suddenly thrown into complete disorder by the

intrusion of armed rebels. Seldom was quarter offered to

evangelisls, pastors, or teachers
;

churches were burnt,

towns sacked that refused to acknowledge the invaders,

Considering that all the people (especially the law-abiding)

had been completely disarmed by the French soon after the

occupation, there was no alternative but flight. The caves

once more became the hiding-places of the Malagasy

Christians. Every head of live stock was carried off
;
every

grain of the newly-gathered-in rice was burnt in the store-

nouse, or pit
;
anarchy reigned supreme, and that, for two

months, unrestrained. It will be years before pas'.ors and

teachers can return. However, after consultation with the

authorities, the evangelists were requested to go back to

their several districts, and to tell the people that, did they

but return to their homes quietly, no injury would befall

them ; should they refuse, then they, too, would ba con-

sidered rebels. Ratsimikotona, although knowing the

fanaticism of the rebels, but relying on the promise of pro-

tection, ventured back, and, at the weekly market, told the

people what the authorities had said. To make his own
words true he returned to his own house. Two days

following, a band of heathen madmen surrounded his house

before sunrise, burnt in the roof and doors, and bound him

and his two sons with cords. They were conducted to a

camp some two hours away ; there they were offered their

lives if they would "mingoso," or forswear their religion

and Christ. " We will never deny our Christ, so do what
you will," replied Ratsimikotona. His two sons suggested

that money should be paid as a ransom. " No," said Ratsimi-

kotona, " we will neither buy our lives nor sell our religion.

Let us speak no more, but pray. It is God's will." The

sons were silent, and dropped their heads in acknowledg-

ment. It is uncertain whether they were tortured first or

mutilated afterwards ; but gashes all over their bodies told a

brutal tale. Certaia it is that, to make death doubly sure,

three cold gun-muzzles were planted at their breasts, and

three hot bullets tore their way through their bodies. And
60 died three witnesses for Christ. And they are not the

only three
;
every week, every month, men and women are

added to their number throughout this sadly-disturbed

province. They have been bitterly taunted for their lack of

patriotism—there were reasons for that—but want of

loyalty to Christ can never be charged against the Malagasy,

when we see simple men and timid women gladly preferring

death to denial of their Saviour.

>x<-

SAILING OF THE "DUFF."

THE Rev. .J. J. Curling, M.A, Vicar of Hamble, South-

ampton, a grandson of Captain James Wilson, the

distinguished commander of the missionary ship Duf, is

preparing a small picture of that vessel as a memorial of her

sailing from Spithead oa the 24th September, 1796. Mr.

Curling has generously placed at the disposal of the Society

a limited numbsr of copies of the memorial picture to le

distributed amongst any descendants of the missionaries who

sailed in the Duff on her first voyage one hundred years ago.

Appended is a list of those missionaries, any descendants of

whom will be entitled to a copy of the picture, in the order

of their application, up to the limited number entrusted to

the Society for this purpose. Applications should be sent in

to the Editorial Secretary of the London Missionary Society,

14, Blomfield Street, London, E.C.

List of Missionaries who Sailed in the ''Duff" on

Her First Voyage.

Rev. James Fleet Cover. Mr. John Harris.

Rev. John Eyre. Mr. Hudden.

Rev. John Jesserson. Mr. Samuel Elarptr.

Rev. Thomas Lewis. Mr. Rowland Hassell.

Mr. Henry BicknelL Mr. Seth Kelso.

Mr. Daniel Bowell. Mr. Edward Main.

Mr. Benj. Broomhall. Mr. Isaac Nobbs.

Mr. John Buchanan. Mr. Henry Nott.

Mr. James Cooper. Mr. Francis Oakes.

Mr. John Cock. Mr. James Puckey.

Mr. William Crook. Mr. William Puckey.

Mr. Samuel Clode. Mr. William Smith.

Mr. John A. Gillham. Mr. William Shelly.

Mr. Peter Hodges. Mr. George Veeson.

Mr. William Henry. Mr. James Wilkinson

In Japaa there are fifty-seven Christian Endeavour Societies

with 1,000 members, in seven Christian denominations.— The

Missionary.
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CHINA.
Upon the oscasioa of a recent visit to

THE the new station at Lao-Pei-tzu-Fu, north

.MONGOLIAN of Ch'do YaDg, the Eev. J. Parker bap-

.viissiON. tized fifteen persons, most of whom had

been probationers for the past two years.

Six others were abs3nt from home, otherwise they would
have been baptizdd at the same time. This makes a total of

twenty-one baptisms at the three stations during the first

half of the year. The work at T'a-tzu-Kou is being main-

tained by the colporteur stationed at that place. Mr. Parkt?r

baptized one convert there in March. With more public

ir.ission premises, and a native preacher constantly at work,

he hopes to see this branch grow. The Christians have

shown themselves men of sterling worth. Oae of them

premised that if the Society would purchase new premises

he would contribute one-third of the cost. At Ch'do Yang
Mr. Parker has baptized one whole family, but beyond these

there have been no other admissions to the church. Still,

there are encouraging signs of a sturdier Christian character

in many of the members.

I\ addition to the interesting letter from

T'ROfiRESS IX Miss Kerr, published in another column,

THE YEN SAN WO leam from the Rev. D. S. Murray that

DISTRICT. the little churches in the Yen San district

keep steadily growing in numbers, anr!, it

is hoped, in knowledge also. Much chaff has been got rid

of during the last year or two, and the missionaries hope

that the future may show a steady and solid growth. Mr.

Murray is training six colporteur-evangelists, who will be

supported by the Bible Society. Hi3 winter classes have

also led to a development of work, three new out stations

t.aving been opened up as the result of the voluntary effort

of students who attended last year's classes. In the Boarding

School there are sixteen lads, six of whom are ready to enter

the Theological School at Tientsin. In the middle of the

year Mr. Murray succeeded in renting a place in the large

city of T'sang-Chow, on the Grand Canal, the port where

the missionaries embark and disembark for Tientsin and

Yen San. It is a very large and important place, and many
attempts have been made to open it, but, owing to the

opposition of the gentry, no one has succeeded in holding

it hitherto. The magistrate in Yen San, though a Hunan
nan from Chang-Shu, of all places, is exceedingly friendly

to the Mission.

INDIA.

Mrs. Osrorne writes joyfully on ac-

FIRST RAPTISM count of the first baptism in the Govern-

IN TREVANDRUM ment Leper Hospital, viz. :
—" An old man

LEPER HOSPITAL, in the last and worst stage of leprosy. All

his long, weary life he has been immured

within those dreary walls
;
yet until about two years ago he

had never heard the glad tidings of a Saviour who, when He
looked on the vile leper, was ' moved with compassion.' But
now he is realising the cleansing power in his soul, if not in

his body, and is hopefully looking forward to entering that

home where even his body shall be free from all spot and

blemish, and fear no more the appalling taint of leprosy.

Though this is our first baptism thus far there, still we are

not without proof that many have been led to see that the

Gospel of God's Son opens up, even for the most ignorant

and degraded, great possibilities in the life which now is

and that which is to come. This we take as His sea! of

blessing on the work. About ten months ago Government

officials kindly placed a room at our disposal there for

holding service in every Sunday. Very soon this room

became too small, and now we hold our service on one of

the large verandahs; and, oh! what a grand but piteous

sight it is to see all that crowd of mutilated human beings

eagerly listening to the wondrous story of His love, even for

them, despised and forsaken though they are by friend and

kindred alike. Often do I long for a camera to reproduce

the pathetic picture, and send to interested friends and

helpers at home."

MADAGASCAR,
I HAVE this morning had the pleasure

PRESEN'I'.VTION of presenting to tie Queen of Madagascar

TO THE (ji'EEN. a beautifully written address, entrusted to

me by the ladies of Edinburgh. This

address is an expression of thanks to the Queen for the

interest she showed in the missionaries who remained

here during the war, and for the protection she secured for

them. The Queen received me very kindly, and expressed

herself pleased with this acknowledgment of her care for

the missionaries I went to the Palace with M. Lauga, one

of the delegates from the Paris Missionary Society, and we

had a very free and pleasant conversation with Her Majesty.

She spoke about the unsettled state of the country and of

this sad burning of churches all around us, and said we must

now put tiled roofs on the churches instead of the thatched

roofs that have been burnt. She spoke with much warmth

and gratitude of the visit of the French delegates, MM.
Kriiger and Lauga, and strongly pressed M. Lauga to

remain permanently in the country. She has evidently been

greatly encouraged and strengthened by their presence in

these difficult times, and by their hopeful and reassuring

words. The Queen deserves the sympathy and prayers of all

our friends. I am assured by those who saw her daily during
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the war that her conduct was most praiseworthy throughout,

and I have more confidence than ever in speaking of her as

a true Christian lady. I believe she has loyally accepted
the political changes brought about by the war, and that she
has now no other thought than to co-operate with the French
authorities in seeking to bring about a state of peace and
order. All respect is shown to her as Queen, and the

Resident-General, M. Laroche, treats her with great con-

sideration and kindness. She has more personal freedom
than she enjoyed formerly

;
and, though I have many times

been in her company, I never before had the opportunity of

conversing with her in the free and unrestrained manner
we were able to do this morning. W. E. Cousins.

SOUTH AFRICA.
The Rev. Howard Williams, writing

woi!K from Molepole at the end of June, said :

—

AMONc; THK " I have lately given up entirely one of my
HEATHEN. preaching services in the church, leaving it

to one of the deacons or native teachers.
Mrs. Williams, Miss Partridge, and I go out into the heathen
towns, taking with us a small harmonium, and gathering the
people together for about three-quarters of an hour's service.

We are indeed gratified with the results. The women leave
their work of preparing food directly they hear the music,
and gather round us in large numbers. The men, too, are
not behindhand, but leave whatever they are doing and come
and listen most attentively to what is said. It is work
among the heathen truly. Many a grey head is to be seen
which has never been inside a church, and scores of others
who never give a thought to the doctrine which they know
is being proclaimed in the town. My wife, too, has lately

been able to see her way clear to start a women's class.

She has a good number of the best of the women members
of the church. This class is not so much for teaching them-
selves as a preparation for teaching others. Each one
undertakes to teach her servants, which are legion, and
her servants' children. The result is already apparent. For
the past few Sundays the large church on the hill has been
nearly full, and my heart has been rejoiced to see large

numbers of Makhalahari in all the glory of native dress—the
glory of which consists in its scantiness."

A MOST interesting Dismiesal meeting has lately been held
by the Church Missionary Society. It will be chiefly remembered
for its exhibition of their new policy of adopting " our own "

missionaries. Nine of the outward-bound party were proceeding
to Uganda for the first time, two others were returning there
after furlougrh, and five more to their work on the East Coast of
Africa. Four out of the five new clerical missionaries are
Cambridge men. All the Uganda party and two of the other
missionary party have had their support undertaken for them,
either by private individuals, Gleaners' unions, or other groups
of friends, so that their expenses will not be charged upon the
ordinary funds of the Society.— Jntelliycncer.

PERSONAL NOTES.
China —Dr. Griffith John sends a cheery note from Kuling

—the newest and greatest sanatorium in China—where he has

gone to recruit. Mr. and Mrs. Archibald gave him a hearty

reception, and, under the assiduous care of the latter, Dr. John
had grown much better by the time he wrote on July 28th,

Mr. Bonsty had also come hither to commence the building of

the bungalows being provided by the generous gift of Mr.

Harris, of Calne. Dr. John says :— " This is a wonderful place

for coolnees and magnificence of scenery. We go about with

nothing but sun-hats to protect the head. The sun does not

seem to affect one here as on the plain, and people seem to take

the same liberty with him as we do among the mountains of

Wales on a summer day. Pastor Kranz is here from Shanghai.

He tells me that he has been to Chefoo, and to every summer
resort in Japan, but that he has been to no place which can

compare with Kuling for coolness and silubrity. This is

unquestionably a magnificent sanatorium, and I look upon it as

God's gift to the missionaries residiog in this valley. Kuling

ought to make a great difference to the health of the mis-

sionaries at these river-ports, and a great saving of money to

the societies represented by them. I will not attempt to

describe the wild grandeur of this region. Here we are about

4,000 feet above the river, and in the midst of one of the most

magnificent piles of rocks and mountains I have ever seen.

Wild flowers abound, and many of them are exquisitely beau-

tiful. The burn that runs past our lots is ever singing, and I

am constantly reminded of many a brook-song that used to

enchant my ears in my beloved Wales. The sunsets are some-

times indescribably gorgeous ; and the clouds are endless in the

variety of their forms and manifestations. Did I feel inclined

to become an anchorite, I should like to spend the rest of my
days among these wonderful works of God."

Madagascar.—The Rev. W. E. Cousins, M.A., and Mrs.

Stribling (who had been met at the coast by Rev. E. H. Stribling)

reached the capital safely on July 22nd. From Moramanga to

Isoavina they were escorted from post to post by French

soldiers, chiefly Algerians and Senegalese. Mr. Cousins states

that the French have done wonders in the way of road-making,

and are taking active and sensible measures to keep the road

open. He finds much to sadden and disappoint, but hopes that

fruit of past work will appear, and that they will see that God
has among the people many who will not turn away from Him.

"This island more than ever needs the earnest prayers of our

friends at home."—The Rev. J. H. and Mrs. Haile and Dr.

and Mrs. G. H. Peake were landed at Mananjara, and, from

letters just to hand, had not found any difficulty in reaching
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Fianarantsoa.— Mr. T. Lord arrived in the capital from Mel-

bourne on June 30th.

Afi!ICA.—Mr. G. J. Wilkerson was hoping to Itave Phalapye

with Mr. Carnegie (who had come down from Matabeleland for

the benefit of his health, after the long strain of anxiety in

Matabelelacd) for Buluwajo before the end of August.—Dr.

Mather and the Kevs. Harry Johnson and Percy Jones reached

Chinde on June 30th, and hoped to get to Lake Tanganyika by

the end of July. Since Dr. Mather left Central Africa great

changes have been made in facilitating quick transport to the

Lake.

South seas.—Dr. W. Wyatt Gill, of Sydney (formerly of

the Hervey Islands Mission) has sent home for the Mission

House Library a copy of an interesting legend from Kaiatea,

taken down from the lift' of a priest of Oro by the Rev. John

Williams about seventy-five years ago. The MS. passed into

the hands of Mr. Williams' son, the Rev. S. Tamatoa Williams,

of Catford, by whom it was given to Dr. Gill. Dr. Gill sent it

to the Rev. E. V. Cooper, now of Samoa, who induced Miss

Teuira Henry, of Honolulu—the first of Tahitian scholars and

granddaughter of the Rev. W. Henry, of Tahiti—to make a

translation of it for the Polynesian Society, by whom it has been

published with a translation. The legend gives incidentally a

most instructive picture of heathen life in the Tahitian and

Leeward Islands, and is a curious relic of the past. The original

MS. is to be added to the " Sir George Grey Collection," at

Auckland, New Zealand.

ON the 2.")lh of August a very faithful friend of the L.M.S. was
removed by the death of the Rev. Thomas Jones, minister

of Tabor and Penmorfa, near Portmadoc, in the seventieth year of

his age. He had been the secretary for many years of the South-

West Carnarvon Auxiliary of the L.M.S , and he acted likewise as

deputation to the churches, and no doubt he travelled thousands

of miles in Lis life to stimulate the churches in this part of

Carnarvonshire on behalf of the missionary cause. He was
buried within a few yards of Tabor Chapel, where he had
ministered for forty years, and a large number of friends from
far and near followed his remains to their last resting place.

In arranging for the celebration of the Centenary in Australia,

the meetings in the different Colonies were fixed to commemo-
rate particular events connected ^ith the early history of the

Society. That of New South Wales was held on August 10th,

and commemorated the sailing of the good ship Dvff, which

hoisted the Mission flag and sailed from Blackwall on August

10th, 17'JO. The programme of the Sydney celebration is before

us, and, judging from the cuttings sent to us, the daily news-

papers of that city have rendered our Society splendid service in

reporting its meetings so fully and enthusiastically. Four

Centenary Sundays were held in August, and special mis-

sionary sermons preached altogether in thirty Congregational

churches in Sydney and its suburbs. The deputation con-

sisted of Rev. Edwin Lewis, of Bellary; the Rev. W. G.

Lawes, of New Guinea ; Dr. Davenport, from China ; and

the Rev. Joseph King, our Organising Agent for Australia.

The great meeting, held on August 10th, was presided over

by Lord Hampden, the Governor of New South Wales. A mis-

sionary breakfast followed next day, and on August 12th, a

meeting of the Ladies' Auxiliary was held, at which Miss Wylie

was dedicated to her work at Hankow, and farewell was said to

Miss Harband, who succeeds Miss Rea at Shanghai. A young
people's demonstration, a conference on missionary work, and

the Centenary sermon occupied the other nights of the week
which was fitly brought to a close by the celebration of the

Lord's Supper.

IT is sad to hear that the terrible Armenian massacres have

touchtd the Evangelical community of Koos (Luxor). For

the past ten years it has been under the care of an Armenian

pastor, who, at the end of last year, left Egypt on furlough for

his native country. But during his holiday, amid the disturb-

ances there, death or Islam wore cflfered him by the Turkish

soldiers. Choosing the former, he has bequeathed to his flock a

glorious memory and a rich incitement to well-doing.—

Intelligencer.

At the recommendation of the Conference, the Weslejan

Missionary Society has arranged for the first Monday in October

to be set apart as a Day of Intercession for Foreign Missions.

The Society also recommends that, wherever possible, missionary

sermons should be preached on the previous Sunday, and that

subsequently special efliorts be made to secure additional

collectors and a more thorough canvass of every congregation.

— Wcdeyan Mix.iionanj Xvtirrx.

The Primitive Methodist Missionary Society has just added a

new feature to its organisation—that of Medical Missions—and

is about to send out its first medical missioiary to Central

Africa. For some tweiily-six years this Society has been doing

valuable evangelical, educational, and industrial work in that

dark continent, and it has found that the adoption of total

abstinence as a condition of church fellowship has added in no

small degree to the solidity and stability of its work there.

Thb ninety-second report of the British and Foreign Bible
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Society—that sister Society of our own—is a most hopeful and

encouraging one. The work of the past year has been crowned

with solid and continued success. By dint of careful manage-

ment, and by the aid of generous donations and legacies, the

heavy deficit of four years ago has been cancelled and leaves a

surplus. The issues for the year all but reach the splendid total

of four millions in Bibles, Testaments, and portions, which is

considerably higher than in the past, and six new versions have

been added to the Society's list. Some of the many reports

from the different countries where the Society's agents are at

work prove varied and interesting reading. To speak of one

only, we are reminded that during the past year that what has

been not inaptly called the " Silver Wedding of Rome and

Italy " took place. The first quarter of a century since the

entrance of the Italian troops through the historical breach

of Porta Pia has just been completed, putting an end for

ever to the temporal dominion of the Pope. That same day,

September 30th, was a memorable day to the Society, for two
of their colporteurs, with their little carts full of Bibles,

accompanied the first detachment of Italian soldiers into the

city, in which, till then, to possess a copy of the Scriptures was
held to be the most heinous crime.

Thousakds and thousands in India now regard Christ as the

noblest and mott perfect man that ever lived, but they continue

heathen. They adapt the Gospel to their natural way of think-

ing, and in life and character they remain unchanged. They
will not make any sacrifice for this ideal Christ, they will give

up no heathen custom, however bad, still less will they sacrifice

money or life. It is remarkable how these people, who often

appear so hopeful, cannot break loose from heathendom. They
often lead a straugely double life. There is a complete cleavage

between the education which they have received at school and
the home life, where old tradition reigns. There are many who
suffer under thij double life, others who hardly feel it, and
never attempt to fit their two points of view into each other.

The eame man will in the forenoon, in the midst of some en-

lightened companions, declare that superstition is the cur^e of

India, and that an end must be made of it ; and in the after-

noon he will creep seventy times round a temple, dripping with
perspiration, and muttering the names of the gods, in order to

get rid of a cold in the chest. Or a man who is in the middle
of a university examination, and does not know what to say on
u certain subject, writes several pages full of the name of Rama,
and hopes that that will preserve him from being plucked ! A
man in a similar position once wrote to me saying that he
appealed to my good heart as a missionary, and if I would give

him the highest number of marks, he would daily worship me
as his family god. The lives of our educated people are full of

such contradictions.

Both the classes I have spoken about are fond of talking

about the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of men, and
assure us that they believe in it as firmly as we Christians do.

But the same people go almost out of their ininds when a con-

version to Christi£»pity takes place. Lately, when a certain

Brahman was converted, they excited the mob, and lay in wait
for weeks to murder both him and the missionary. The intoler-

ance of the Liberals in India is often not a hair better than the

dark fanaticism of the orthodox Hindu. All parties are united

in this : We will not have this Jesus of Nazareth to reign over

u?, and he who chooses Jesus for his Saviour and Lord dois nor,

deserve to exist. A Hindu may hi an atheist, a drunkard, or a

rascal ; his friends may be sorry for it, but it does not separate

him from them ; but; if he becomes a Christian, a gulf opens be-

tween them which can never be bridged over. As long as we
accomplish nothing, they speak of us as '• that noble army of

missionaries, whose courage, self-renunciation, and irresistible

power id unique in the world's history "
;
but, if one of them

becomes conveited, then we are ''miserable proselytisers,

narrow-minded Philistines." And to what low abuse the polite

Hindu can then descend ! When a Brahman woman was bap-

tized last year in Talacheti, her highly educated brother came

from Madras and rated the missionary's wife as one of the

seducers of his sister. When he was answered that no one had

seduced his sister, but that she had sought and found peace for

her soul in Christ, he cried in rage :
" Her soul, indeed I I never

observed that she had a soul ! She is only a beast 1 "

—

Evan-

(J
: I ischcs Miss ions-Map azin.

Abodt the end of last year an old Hindu died in Bombay in

whose household Christian family worship had been held

regularly for forty years. His wife and children read the

Bible, and the father prayed to Jesus. Many years before, he

had uttered so brave a testimony for Jesus, as professor in a

Government school, that some Parsees and Mohammedans were

led to believe in Christ, and he was dismissed from the school.

He never was baptized, and thus there was always something

wanting to his confession
;
though not so great a want, by far,

as there is in many a baptized Christian who lives for himself

and the world. But these secret Christians are a hopeful sign

of the times. Our travelling preachers in Malabar find many a

house where the New Testament is read, where Jesus is wor-

shipped, and where the messengers of the Gospel are made
welcome, and begged to come more frequently.

—

£cangel ischcs
Missions- Magazin.

A REMARivABLE man, named David, has arisen in Southern

India, where so many unusual phenomena spring up. He goes

about preaching the Gospel, and thousands flock around him.

India has never seen such crowds surrounding a preacher of the

Gospel and especially a coloured preacher ; we hear of 8,000 or

even 10,000 people being present. And he has found out that

what is essential is that a new spirit should, first of all, come

over our native churches, in order that thousands of witnesses

should arise for their Saviour, instead of one. lie has recently

gone through most of the great towns of India, and everywhere

his message has been with power. " Is there nothing unsound

in the movement .'

" I hear many anxiously ask. We do not

trouble ourselves greatly thereat. We know by experience at

home that, when God sends a blessing, people spin out discus-

sion about how much per cent, of it is sound and how much
unsound, till all has gone happily to sleep again, and the

guardians of soundness often first of all.

—

Ecangelischcs Missions-

Magazin.

Yon have heard of the famous Pandita Ramabai ? Remember
her in your prayers and in your love. In her Home for Indian
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Widows she allows perfect freedom to the professors of the

Hindu religion, but she herself ia a Christian and rules her

house as such. In the last few months twelve widows in this

asylum have been baptized. This caused great excitement in

the bigoted town of Poona. Ramabai, who had hitherto been

lauded to the skies for her tolerance, was now declared a wolf

in sheep's clothing. Ramabai gave a public explanation of the

aifair, in the presence of the students of Poona, who are always

special participators in any persecution of Christians. The
streets were crowded with people, and large masses of young
men filled the hall where she was to speak. Their looks were so

excited and threatening, that no one would have been surprised

if a great tumult had arisen ; but without a sign of anxiety,

this Christian lady stepped forth and gave her address. She

spoke of the moral and spiritual slavery of the Hindus, how
incapable they are of helping themselves, while they are asking

for political freedom
; how unhappy their family life is, and

especially how miserable is the lot of their women. Then^

holding up the Mahratta Bible, she said :
" I will read to you

now what is the reason of all your misery, degradation, and

helplessness : it is your separation from the living God 1
" What

control she had over the excited minds of those students was
shown at this crisis. The sun had set, and it was growing

dark ; she quietly asked one of these excited Hindu youths to

bring a lamp, that she might read. Without a moment's hesi-

tation he obeyed like a child. Then she began to speak of the
conversion of the widows, and concluded with these words :

" Your view of my actions cannot influence me in the least, nor
can your threatenings frighten me. You like to be slaves ; I am
free ! Christ the Truth has made me free."' And this was no
vain boast, for at that moment she stood as a weak woman alone
with her God, who had set her free from all bonds and all fear,

face to face with her enemies. The excitement was tremendous,
and the Brahmans only restrained themselves with difficulty

;

but they heard her out to the end in dead silence, and allowed
her to walk uninjured through their ranks to her home.

—

Evangelischex Missions-Jfagazin.

During the inundation of the Zamljesi we have fine

audiences, for we have the population of the regions round
about added to that of -Valolo. These people are attentive and
well-behaved, but that does not mean that they are Christians.

Alas I however well-disposed they may appear, however little

unbelief they may show, there is very little change in their

lives. They are entirely wanting in the consciousness of sin.

All, especially the chiefs, are filled with the sense of their own
righteousness. Our Queen Mokuac, for example, though a
regular attendant at the services and generally very amiable
towards us, is the very personification of pride and self-

satisfaction. She has many crimes on her conscience
;
she has

even committed murder with her own hand. This does not
hinder her from being perfectly contented with herself and
regarding herself as the most innocent of mortals ; and the

worst of it is that lying has become for her, as for most of the
Zambesians, a second nature ; one never knows when to believe

her.

—

Journal dcs Missions Evangeliqvcs.

Similar difficulties are common to missionaries everywhere.
Thus one writes from the East Coast of Madagascar :

" When
we talk to people about the teachings of God's Word, and tell

them that it is not an invention of Europeans, but God, who
has said this and that in His Word, they will often agree. ' Yes,

truly, it is God's Word,' some will say ;
' we know well enough

that God has put His Word in your books.' ' Yes, but God's
Word is not only for us Europeans, but for you also, and we are

come to tell you so, and if you would listen to what God's Word
says and would do accordingly, you would see that there would

be no more robbers or murderers amongst you any more, for
God's Word makes people good.' ' Does God's Word change
thieves and murderers .'

'
' Yes it does indeed !

'
' Does it make

bad folk good .'

'
' Yes, if they will obey what it says.' ' And

you have come here to teach people this Word of God ?
' 'Yes,

we have come to teach you the will of God, which He has
revealed to us in His Word.' 'Well, if you teach {;eople what
makes them good, you do a good thing, and we hope God will

bless you ; for there are many bad folk about here, and we would
! gladly be rid of them, for tht y arc an anxiety to us.' ' But you

yourselves, do you never do wrong, or is it only other folk who
are bad ? ' ' You really must excuse us now : we must go, for we
have been talking far too long !' "

—

Ncruk AJissinnttidcnde.

—8

—
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ANNOUNCEiMENTS.
DKPARTaSlKS.

Mh.«. Peausb, returning to Madag.vscab, and Miss Habe. appointed

! Fiaxarax i>Oi, embarked per steamer Dunnttar Ca^tU\ August 2?nct.

M:ss Sun n, returnicg to Pbkini;, Noktu China, and Mil. A. D. PEliL,

M.B., CM., appointed to North China, embarked per steamer Qlengyle,

September lOih.

' Mrs. GiLLisox and child, returning to Hankot, China, embarked at

Southampton per N.G.L. steamer Preussen, September Uth.

ARRIVALS.
The Eev. W. J. Lawrekoe, Mrs. Lawbexcb and child, from BANdALonE,

Sou rn India, per steamer Goorkha, September 3rd.

The Rev. Freu Brockway, from Ambositua, Madaga'Car, per steamer

Arundel Castle, September 9th.

I BIRTHS.
Hills.—On .July 3rd, at Lenlumoega, Samoan Islands, the wife of the Rev.

j

.r. W. Hills, of a son.

Ai,i.ARU\cE.-On July 7th, at Peking, North China, the wife of the Rev.

J. M. Allardycc, M.A., of a daughter.

ORDINATIONS.
On Friday, June 26th, the church at Milton, Queensland, was consecrated

by a memorable and solemn service, when the Rev. C. J. Cribb was publicly

set apart for the work of the Christian ministry. The Rev. H. Jones, M.A.,

;
read some passages of Scripture and offered prayer. The Rev. Edwin Lewis,

of Bellary, Southern India, gave an address upon missionary work. The

usual questions ware asked by the Rev. Joseph Walker ; and In his answers

Mr. Cribb showed the steps which had led him up to the position he then

occupied. The Rev. J. H. Toms offered the ordination prayer. This was

followed, after the hymn, " Lord, give me light to do Thy work," by the charge

to the young missionary, delivered by the Rev. .lohn W. Roberts. Reference

was made to the fact that this was the (Irst time the church had been con-

secrated by such a service, and the first missionary ordination which had

j

taken place In Queensland In connection with the London Missionary Society.

I
AN ordination service was held at the First Presbyterian Church, Derry,

j

Ireland, on Wednesday, August 26th, In connection with the appointment of

Mr. .Iamkh Sjewaet Wasson as a missionary to Amov, China. The usua

questions were asked by the Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson, Foreign Secretary

of the London Missionary Society. The ordination prayer was offered by

Rev. Alex. Bell, B.A., of Derry ; the Held of labour was described by the Rev.

J. Macgowan, of Amoy, China, and the charge was delivered by Rev. W. O.

Davis, of Coleralne. The Rev. James Cargin, t he minister of the church, and

the Rev. Professor Henry, of Magee College, also took part In the devotional

service.

TO BUB8CKIBER8.
/( is rtquRste&that all ContrQiutiona, RemitUinces, and. Payments ^e

made to the Ruv. A. N. Johnson, M.A., Homn Secretary, 14, Blomfleld

Street, London, E.G. ; and that, if any portion of these gifts is designed

for a special object, full particulars of the place and purpose may be given,

Ohequex should be crossed Bank of England, and Post-office Orders made
payable at the General Post Ofp.ce.

All orders for Missionary Boxes, Collecting Books, Cards, ilaga%ines, *e,

should be addressed to the Kkv. GsoBsa 00C8IN8, editorial Seeretary, 14,

Blomfleld Street, London, S.C.

TcleKi-aphIo AddrMS-MISSIOMARY, LONDON.
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