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4 PREFACE.

represent one party or school, but gives fair and candid expression to many
different minds and opinions, which are tolerated within the wideness of the
putstretched arms of the Church of the living Gop. It is well that it
should be so. In an age when no asserted truth goes unchallenged, and no
opinion is uttered without subjecting it to the crucible of heated criticism,
we want to know how these points are viewed by divergent, yet representa-
tive, minds, in the several departments of sacred learning. The names of
the contributors show the range of minds, as the number of the different
subjects treated show the range of topics embraced in the volume. The
plan has been to let each man speak for himself, and so be responsible alone
for his opinions.

Whatever will enlarge the area of knowledge, or give shape and defi-
niteness to floating opinions, or throw light upon obscure points, or stimulate
deeper investigation in this broad department of learning, cannot but prove a
great blessing to all thinking and Christian men. This Cyclopedia will, it
is hoped, fulfill all, or nearly all, these conditions, and it ought, therefore, to
be hailed with favor, especially by the Laity, as a marked help to them in
seeking after a deeper knowledge and wider views of the person and glory
of CHRIST our LORD, as seen in “the Church which is His body, the fullness
of Him that filleth all in all.”

WILLIAM BACON STEVENS.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































