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THE

Canadian Pacific Railway Company's

EXPERIMENTAL FARMS.

A special train of a novel character, composed of fourteen cars

and locomotive, left the Winnipeg yard on Friday, 1 2th October, '8*},

hound for the West. It contained teams, men, and outfit necessary

for the establishing of experimental farms along the line of the

Canadian Pacific Railway west of Moose Jaw. Readers will recol-

lect the late efforts of many prominent men and newspapers
to belittle the territory along the line between Moose Jaw and Cal-

gary, even going so far as to assert that this large tract was made up
of desert and alkali lands, entirely unfit for cultivation, as the fol-

lowing quotation selected from a number somewhat similar in nature

will show

:

" The Company have been permitted to divert their main line so far to the

south that for hundreds of miles it nms thrmigh land which is unfit for settlemtmt.

When they asked for such an alteration of the contract in their favor, they should
have been warned that they would still be compelled to take the chief part of the

land subsidy along the line of railway. They knew what the lands they wished
to traverse are like. Their general cluiracter Jias been known for a quarter if a century.

Tliey constitute the northern j^ortion of a great American desert, which is projf'ctfd like the

(ifex of a cone into Canadian territory.''^

To prove how^ utterly at variance with the facts such assertions

as these were, the C. P. R. Company conceived the idea of estab-

lishing farms at various points, to test the agricultural capabilities

of this district. The Directors did not undertake this work with
the view of satisfying themselves as to the fertility of these lands,

and the correctness of locating the line where it has been constructed,

but their desire was, by absolute proof, to show to the many thous-

ands of tourists, capitalists and settlers who would travel over the

section of the line between Winnipeg and the Rocky Mountains that

their assertions as to the value of this land were well founded ; for

while adverse opinions were held and any doubts remained, it would
be difficult to get farmers to try an experiment in which there was
the slightest chance of failure.

As the season was far advanced, it was necessary to adopt a
plan for covering the greatest extent of territory in the shortest
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time. That adopted was as follows: The location for the farm decided
on, the thirty teams were unloaded in the morning and put to work
under the direction of one of the Company's field inspectors, and
continued to break throughout the day. The Com|)any's Land Com-
missioner after seeing tho day's work fairly started, took the loco-

motive and his car, and went in advance until he found a suitable

place for the next day's operations, returning to the first point in the

evening to load up and move the entire oiitfit during the night to

the next location chosen.

The farms were established at the following stations : I, Se-

cretan; 2, Rush Lake; 3, Swift Current; 4. Gull Lake; 5, Maple
Creek; G, Forres; 7, Dunmore; 8, Stair; (these two being the near-

est stations east and west of Medicine Hat at the cro.ssing of the

Saskatcliewan River) 0, Tilley and 10, Gleichen, the last being with-

in view of the Rocky Mountains. The breaking throughout was
found to be easy, the soil in every case good and in niost instances

excellent, ranking with the choicest lands in the more easterly part

of the Company's belt. Wherever the rating of the soil is lowered,

according to the Company's standard, owing to its being of a lighter

grade, the inferiority will be compensated foi by the certainty of the

grain maturing more rapidly.

The descriptions of the various farms and the latings, as per

the Company's uniform classification, of the sections at the ten farms

according to their numliers, it being understood that under the Com-
pany's system of examination, all lands rated Ih are excellent for

general farming purposes, but may cover several descriptions, num-
ber 1 only being superior, to obtain which latter rating the soil

must be of the very highest known quality in every res])9ct and
practically inexhaustible, are as follows

:

Secretan— Sections 34 and 35, Township 17, Range 4 west of

the 3rd Principal Meridian. Ground was broken at Secretan Sta-

tion, 443 miles west of Winnipeg, at a point twenty miles beyond
the last settler's house, within sight of the line, on Monday, October

15th, 1883. This farm is established on the summit of the Missouri

Coteau, at an elevation of 2284 feet above the sea level. Eleven

and a half acres were broken at this point. Classification of soil

:

clay loam, five to ten inches deep, sub-soil sandy clay, rates 1|.

Rush Lake.—Section 14, Township 17, Range 11 west of the

3rd Principal Meridian. 489 miles west of Winnipeg. Elevation

2310 feet above the sea level. Thirteen acres of ground were bro-

ken at obis poin*. situated on a slightly rising piece of ground north

of the track, a little west of the station. Soil, sandy loam, five to

eight inches deep, subsoil sandy clay, gravelly on ridges, rates H.

f
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Notes on the surrounding country.—In this locality there is

a large (juantity of good agricultural land, with a favorable slope and
arainage. Rush Lake is a large sheet of water and in the autumn
swarms with ducks, geese, swans and pelicans. The rushes along

the western shore, from which the lake derives its name, afford ex-

cellent cover for shooting, and this lake is becoming a celebrated

sporting ground. Large quantities of hay were put up at the west-

ern end of the lake during the construction of the prairie section of

the Canadian Pacific Railway,

Svift Current.—510 miles west of Winnipeg. 2430 feet above
the level of the sea. 20 acres broken. Situate on Section 19, Town-
ship 15, Range 13 west of the 3rd Principal Meridian, south of

the track and east of the river, on the first bench of the valley pro-

|)er. This is a representative section lor a vast tract of land, stretch-

ing from the Saskatchewan River on the north to the spurs of the

Cypress Hills on the south. Soil varies from clay loam to sandy
loam, ten to fifteen inches deej), with clay and sandy clay sub-soil.

Notes on the surrounding country.— Swift Cunent Creek
is a rapid, clear stream, rising in the Cypress Hills, and flowing into

the Saskatchewan River, and as it has a considerable volume of

water during the entire year, would afford excellent water power at

many points along its course.

Gull Lake—S+G miles west of Winni[)eg—Section 23, Township
13, Range 19 west of the 3rd Princij)al Meridian ; 25G9 feet above
the sea level. Thirty acres broken. This farm occupies a com-
manding position to the south of the track and surrounding the sta-

tion. Soil, a sandy loam, eight to eighteen inches deep, with sand

and sandj' clay sub-soil, rates 1| to 2.

Notes on the surrounding country.—Near this farm are

many small lakes and Gull Lake, from which the station takes its

name ; these like all the waters of the Northwest Territory, abound
in wild fowl. Much of the land south of this point, towards the

Cypress Hills, is of very good quality, the soil being richer and
heavier than that of the farm. 'y

Maple Creek—597 miles west of Winnipeg ; 2500 feet above
sea level Section 15, Township 11, Range 2^ west of 3rd Principal

Meridian. Eighteen acres broken in a very fine position to the north

of the track, on the nearest available point to the station and in full

view of the town. The track here runs through a flat which some
describe as an " alkali bottom." In order to test it for agricultural

purposes, a piece of the bottom in addition to the main farm on
the sloping upland, was broken Several miles to the south

of Maple Creek, in the direction of Cypress Hills, were found
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patches of land broken during the past summer, and the soil on the

tops of the high hills was equally as good as that in the immediate
neighborhood of the station. It is of a somewhat lighter nature

than in Manitoba, but settlers may count on a better climate, and,

with proper farming, more certain crops. Soil —sandy loam, six to

twelve inches deep, subsoil sandy clay, rates IJ.

Notes on the neighborhood.—Maple Creek is one of the most
promising of the many rising towns on the 0. P. R., and to the

south, east and west there is a large area of country admirably suited

for settlement. The land is of excellent quality, and is traversed

by many small streams of purest water, which rise in the Cypress
Hills. Elsewhere water of good quality is easily obtained by
digging. Large quantities ot excellent prairie hay ai'e annually

cut, and in the Cypress Hills to the south there is abundance of

timber for fencing, building logs and lumber. Two sawmills on the

Hills are turning out large quantities of pine lumber, shingles and
lath, of fine quality. Stock winter out, and thrive well on the nu-
tritious grasses of the foot hills, and many thousand head will this

season be shipped at this point from the ranches of Northern
Montana. Th<re is already a considerable number of settlers in

the locality, and lu^^-otiations are pending for the settlement of two
large colonies in the coming spring.

Forres—615 miles west of Winnipeg; situate on Section 31,

Township 12, Range 28 west of the third Principal Meridian.

2437 feet above sea level. 28 acres broken. Soil, light sandy loam,

five to twelve inches deep, with sand and sandy clay subsoil, rates

IJto 2.

General descjription.—Forres farm, being only eighteen miles

west of Maple Creek, bears alraoK-o the same relation to the Cypress
Hills as that place, and the remarks made with regard to soil,

water, hay and timber supply in that locality are equally applicable

to this place. There are as yet no settlers in the immediate vicinity.

Du7i7no"e—651 miles west of Winnipeg. 2406 feet above sea

level. Situate on Section 7, Township 12, Range 4 west of 4th Prin-

cipal Meridian. 35 acres broken. The land appears lighter than
that of the othar farms, being sandy loam four to eight inches deep,

with sandy subsoil, rates 2.

General description.—Dunmore farm is about 10 miles east

of the South Saskatchewan River, where it is crossed by the main
line of the Canadian Pacific Railway. The South Saskatchewan is

a magnificent stream, and is traversed by steamers from Medicine
Hat to the Gait Coal Mines, a point over 100 miles west of the rail-

road crossing. This river is navigable to its junction with the North
Branch, where the main stream is formed. The North Branch has for
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many years been navigated as far as Edmonton near the foot of the

Rocky Mountains, With slight improvements these streams will

make water communications of incalculable value in the future de-

velopment of this country. This place is easily supplied with

lumber from the Cypress Hills and much of the intervening country

is of very superior quality for agricultural and grazing purposes.

Before passing to the western banks of the Saskatchewan a word
with regard to the Cypress Hill country. A large area of these

hills themselves and also of the Foot Hills, where not timbered, is

admirably adapted to grazing and dairy farming. Cattle have win-

tered out here for many years and a herd of several hundred head
owned by Major Shurtliffe of the North West Mounted Police came
through the last winter in excellent condition. The country is ad-

mirably adapted to sheep raising, being almost entirely free from
the spear or porcupine grass, the danger from which has been so

umch spoken of. It is more than probable that a large extent of

this country will be immediately used for sheep raising, which in-

dustry will, as settlement advances, give place to mixed farming.

Stair—668 miles west of Winnipeg. 24<;H9 feet above the sea

level. Situate on Section 19, Township 13, Range 6 west of the

4th Principal Meridian. Eighteen acres broken. Soil, clay loam, six

to ten inches deep, sub-soil clay, rates 1^. A large quantity of

similar land is to be found in the surrounding countrv. This faiui

is situated to the north of the stf.tion, eight miles west from the

crossing of the Saskatchewan River. From the station a spur line

runs southwards to the coal mines of the Saskatchewan Coal Com-
pany, about a mile and a half distant. This company's mine is

located on a ravine close to the Saskatchewan river. The seam
being worked is about two hundred feet below the prairie level and
about five feet thick. The coal is brought to prairie level by a
double track inclined railway, worked by a stationary engine. The
coal is of the form known as lignite, of good quality, and the quan-
tity is practically inexhaustible as the seam may be traced in its

outcroppings for several miles along the river. There are numerous
locations where the settler may mine for himself by simply drifting

into the banks.

Tilley—713 miles west of Winnipeg; 2470 feet above sea level.

Situate on Section 19, Township 17. Range 12, west of 4th Principal

Meridian. Soil, sandy loam, medium light, six to eight inches deep,

clay subsoil, rates 1|. Much of the soil had been removed by
prairie fires or other causes, leaving patches of exposed subsoil, show-
ing traces of alkali, which, together with some sage brush and cactus,

gives to the land an arid ap()earanco. This farm is situated close to

the station, south of the track, and is somewhat low lying, present-

ing rather an unpromising appearance. It is not by any means n
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fair specimen of the lands in this locality, but was chosen rather

with a view of testing land of this class. To the north of the sta-

tion is a lake and marsh of considerable extent, which in season

swarm with myriads of duek, geese, swan and other wild fowl.

Gleichen—785 miles west of Winnipeg, ; 29*) 1 feet above sea

level. Situate on Southwest quarter of Section 13, Township 22,

Range 2'i, west of ^th Principal Meridian. The farm lies north of

the station. Its soil is a rich dark loam, eight to fourteen inches

deep, with a clay and sandy clay subsoil, rating No. 1. The farm
contains forty-uwo acres. It is situated at the end of the Sixth Divi-

sion of the railway west of Winnipeg, where there is a round-house
and work shops, together with offices and buildings usual to a divis-

ional terminus. The land is a fair specimen of the district which
stretches many miles in every direction. To the south of the rail-

way track is the reserve of the Blackfo^ t tribe of Indians, on the

banks of the Bow River, which has its rise at the summit of the

Rocky Mountains, where its valley affords a pass renowned for its

beauty and grandeur. On the reserve are two Indian villages,

comprising about 2000 inhabitants, who, as the large game is rapidly

disappearing with the presence of civilization, are betaking them-
selves to agricultural pursuits, under the direction of farm instructors

appointed by the Government.

The grasses of this locality are admirably suited to stock rais-

ing and dairy farming, the farm being situated in the eastern portion

of the far famed grazing districts which stretch westward to the

Rockies, whose snow-capped peaks—some 150 miles distant—are

distinctly visible through the clear atmosphere.

About fifteen mile^ to the east lies the celebrated coal seam that

crops out on the banks of the Bow River, near the Blackfoot cross-

ing, and trends northerly along the Crowfoot Creek. This seam
was traced last winter for several miles by means of borings carried

on b}'^ the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. Tiie seam wherever
tested showed a good quality oi coal ten feet in thickness. It was
found at depths varying from 05 to 115 feet below the surface. A
shaft is now being sunk by the Company, with a view to its early

development.

,t
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FARM OPERATIONS DDRING 1884.

It was not intended to attempt the raising of crops on the farms

during the season of 1884. The idea was to cultivate and prepare

the ground thoroughly, in accordance with the best known practice

of breaking and backsettip";, so as to have a seed-bed ready for the
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spring of 1885. Those in charge of the work were, however, after

seeing the land once turned up, so impressed with the belief that a
fair yield could be obtained, even off the sod, that it was decided to

make the attempt ; considering it advisable, in view of the reitpiat-

ed statements, that this section of country was unfit for settlement to

run the risk of imperfect cultivation rather than leave the impor-
tant question unsolved for another season. A special train therefore

left Winnipeg on Thursday, 27th day of March, taking boat ding cars,

men, teams, implements and seed grain to commence the spring

operations. At Winnipeg there was still much snow on the ground,

but on going westward the weather became milder and snow disap-

peared, so that when Dunmore was leached, on the 29th, the snow
was entirely gone, the ground dry and the frost out to a depth of

several inches. The train arrived at Gleichen, tl:e most westerly

of the farms, on the .SOth, and ploughing and seeding commenced on
March ;ilst, with ground dry and weather mild and beautiful over-

head.

At each farm a small plot was left to be planted with roots and
garden vegetables. Having regard to the date at which the breaking
was done it need hardly be said to those at all conversant with prai-

rie farming, that the sod had no chance to rot, and the land, when
spring seeding was commenced, was practically in the same condition

as when left in the fall, so that a proper seed-bed could not be pre-

pared, and as a consequeni;e nmch of the seed grain lay on the surface

to be dried up by the sun or carried off by birds and gophers. The
reader will bear in mind that the dates of breakine: refer to the vear

1883, and thf)se of seeding and harvesting to 1884.

SKORETAN.

/\

The land in this farm was broken on the loth October, and sown
on oth of April; the ground on the latter date being backset and
the seed sown with a broadcast seeder and harrowed in. During the

afternoon rain and sleet fell, and the land containing a considerable

amount of clay, the seeding was poorly done. A few hills of potatoes

were planted and some turnips sown on the 1 2th of June. The
roots gave promise of a fair yield, but as there was no one left in

charge, they were gathered by travellers before reaching maturity.

The grain was cut on the 1st Se[)tember. - y.

Wheat yielded|22 bus. pei- acre.

Oats " 44^^ " " "

Barley " 17), " " "

Peas " lO' "

Note—The yield of peas on the several farms, is no index to

the value of the crop in this country. The vines, though remarkably
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well podded, and the grain of fine quality, were very thin on the

ground owing to the impossibility of covering the seed with the un-
rotted sod.

RUSH LAKE.

The land was broken on the 16th of October and sown on the

14th of April. The crop was harvested on the 1st of September.

Wheat yielded 22-|- bushels per acre,

Oats " .54/^

Barlev " 18"

Peas '
" 11 "

A few potatoes were planted on the 11th of June which did well

notwithstanding that they received no further attention.

SWIFT CURRENT.

The land was broken on tlie 28th of October and grain was
sown on the 12th and 16th of April. This farm was not fenced till

about the middle of June, and the crop was considerably damaged
by the Indian ponies and cattle grazing on it. Oats were cut on the

13th of August and wheat on the illst.

Wheat yielded 13^ bushels per acre. Weight per bush. 61^ lbs.

Oats " 30
Peas " 10^ " '

No barley .'own.

(UTLL LAKE.

Land broken on the 29th of October. Sowing was done on the

11th and 28th of April and 1st of May, and harvesting on 18th of

August and 7th of September.

Wheat yielded 24 bushels per acre, Weight per bush. 60 lbs.

Oats " 55ff
" " " 41 lbs.

Barley " 29}^ " " " ol lbs.

Peas " 16^

Roots and garden vegetables did very well.

MAPLE CREEK.

The land was broken on the 18th of October and the seed sown
on the loth of April. Oats and barley were cut on the 9th of Aug.
and wheat on the 19th of the .same month.

W^heat yielded 22| bushels per acre. Weight per bush. 61 f lbs.

49| • *••
" •' 36| lbs.Oats

Barley

Peas
30|

it

it

51 Iba.

FORRES.

The land was broken on the 27th of October, and the .seed sown
on the 8th and 19th Apri'.and harvested on the 11th and 20th of

.^
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August. Wheat which was sown on the 8th of April was cut on
the 11th of August, taking only four months and three days to

mature.

Wheat yielded 30|- bushels per acre. Weight per bush. 62^ lbs.

Oats " 50 " " "41 lbs.

Barley " 27^^
" " " 50 lbs.

Peas "
15f

Gardening was not commenced till the 27th of May, yet all

garden vegetables, including corn, matured and yielded well.

DUNMORE.

The land was broken here on the 24th of October and sown on
the 4th and 5th of April. Barley was harvested on the 23rd of

July, oats on the 6th of August and wheat on the 7th of August.
Barley required three months and sixteen days to mature, oats four

months and one day, and wheat four months and two days. Cat-
ting was entirely finished on this farm on August 8th, which shows
how early the crops can be gathered in this section.

Gardening was not commenced till the 23rd of May, yet all

vegetables, including corn, fully matured.

Wheat yielded 20 bushels per acre. Weight per bush., 63 lbs.

Oats " 38ff "
" " 40i lbs.

Barley " 32^ " " '• 50 lbs.

Peas " lol
STAIR.

Land was broken on the 18th of October and sown on the 3rd
and 20th of April. Barley was cut on the 25th of July, wheat and
oats on the 9th of August.

Wheat yielded 19.^ bushels per acre. Weight per bush.. 62;^ lbs

Oats " 24|4 " " " not weighed
Barley 15 " " " 52 lbs.

Peas 12 " " " 64 lbs

Gardening was not commenced here till the 21st of May.

TILLEY.

As before remarked, great results could not be expected from
this land, though cultivation will greatly improve it. This farm

was broken on the 20th of October and sown on the 2nd of April

when very wet. Barley was cut on the L8th of Au'gust, and wheat
and oats on the 25th of the same month.

Wheat vielded 12 bushels per acre. Weight per bush., 59 lbs.

Oats " "
38|f " "

"'
" not weighed.

Barley • 14 " " 48 lbs.

Peas " 10

Gardening commenced on the 19th of May.
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GLETCHEN.

Land was broken on the 22nd 'of October, and sown on the 31 st

of March and 22nd of April. Wheat and oats were cut on the 25th

of August and the balance of wheat on the 0th of September. This

finished th^ harvesting on the experimental farms.

Wheat yielded 28| bushels per acre. Weight per bush., 61 f lbs.

Oats " 56| " "
" "

4-31 ^^'^^

Peas " 13

No barley sown.

AVERACJE FROM ALL THK FARMS.

Wheat, 2U bushels; Oats, 44^ ; Barley, 23| ; Peas. 12A.

The above 3'ieMs were ascertained by accui'ately chaining the

ground and weighing the grain, this work being done by a (pialified

Dominion Land Surveyor, and the results, both favorable and other-

wise, have been fully given.

At each farm about one acre of spring wheat and oats were sown
and harrowed in in the fall when breaking was done. Much of this

grain germinated during the mild weather of November and Decem-
ber, at which time it showed green ab«)ve the ground, and as a con-

sequence it was nearly all killed during the winter, and the ground
had to be resown in spring. Some small pieces of wheat which were
not entirely killed out were left, and, though the straw showed a

rank growth with heads and grain much larger than that sown in

spring, the crop ripened very unevenly and much later. Fall sow-
ing of spring wheat, which has proved successful in Manitoba, is

not likely to be a success in the western country, as the winter is

much more mild and open, and the grain liable to germinate and be
killed. Fall wheat has not, as far as we are aware, been tried, and
there seems no reason why it should not prove successful.

The results obtained, considering the manner in which the land

was treated, proved much more satisfactory than was anticipated,

and show

—

Ist—That for grain growing, the land in this section i>f country is capable

of giving as large a wheat yield per acre as the heavier lands of Manitoba. (See
Manitoba Crop Eeports of 1883.)

2nd—That a fair crop can be obtained the first year of settlement on breaking.

3rd—That for fall seeding with spring grain on the western plains, a satis-

factory result cannot be looked for with any degree of certainty.

4th—That cereals, roots, and garden produce can be successfully raised at an
elevation of 3000 feet above the sea level.

5th—That seeding can be done sufficiently early to allow of all the crop being
hnrvested before the first of September.

'«••
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WEATHER REPOET CONTINUED.

MAPLE CREEK. SLEICHEN.

t

I

i

»—Light showers.
9-Clear. !

10- '•

i

11- "

12—Cloudy.
la-CIear.
14—Cloudy.
15—Clear.
16—1-dth inch rain at night.
17—Steady rain.
18—Clear.
19- "

20— " Light thunder show-
ers during night.

21-Cloudy.
22—Clear.
23— "
24 "
25—Cloudy. Heavy thunder

storm.
26-Clear.
27- "
28—Cloudy.
29- "
30—Light rain.
31-
ACGUST
1—Heavy rain during night.
2—Heavy rain,
3—Clear.
4- "
5—Cloudy.
6—Clear.
7—Cloudy.
8—Rain.
9—Tight rain showers duringi

i light.

11—Clear.
12- "

13-Cloudy. I

15—Light rain during night.
|

16—Clear. Light frost. Grain!
not touched.

;

17—Cloudy.
18—Rain and thunder storm
19-Clear.
20- "
21—Light rain during night.
22—Showery during night.
23—Clear.
24-Cloudy.
25—Clear.
26— "
27—Cloudy.
88—Clear.
29 "

31-Cloudy.
Skptembkr
1—Light shower during night
2—Cloudy
3—Heavy rain during night.
4—Light rain.
5—Steady rain all night.

7—Cloudy. Light frost. Grain
not hurt.

8—Steady rain all night.
9—Cloudy. Light frost. Har-

vestmg completed.
10—Clear. Heavy frobt.

11-Cloudy, light rain at night
12- " "

i

13- "
I

15- "
I

10—Clear.
11-Cloudy.
12- "
14-Heavy shower.
15—Clear.
16—St«ady rain.
17- "
18—Light Shower
20-Clear.
21- "
2»- "
24—Cloudy.
26-Clear.
27— "
28—Light shower.
29—Clear.
3Q

•>

31-Cloudy.

I 21—Clear.
1
22—Thunder shower.

! 23—Clear.
24- "
28—Thunder shower.
29—Light shower.
31—Light rain.

August—
1—Heavy rain
2—Steady rain.
4-Clear
5— "

6- "

9— "
11- "

12- "

13- "

14—Light rain.
15— " showers.
16—Cloudy.
18- "
19-Clear
20- "

21- "

22- "

23- "

25- "

26- "

27- "

28- "

29- "

30- "

September-
1—Clear.
2- "
3-Rain.
4—Light rain.
5—Steady rain.
6- "
7—Clear.
8—Heavy rain during night.

Light fall of snow.
9—Cloudy. Light fall of snow.
10—Heavy shower.
12- Light rain.
13- '^

16- "

NT

August—
1—Steady rain.
2—Light rain.
3-Clear.

6- " -. ':

8- •'

9- "

11- "

12— •'

14—Rain.
15-Cloudy.
IB—Clear, slight frost, no da-

mage.
17—Light rain during night.
18-Heavy rain shower and

hail.
19—Clear.
20- "
21-Rain.
22-Clear.
23- "
25- "

26- "

27-CIoudy.
28— "

Skptembeb-
3—Showery,
4- "

5- "

6—Heavy rain showerd.
7—Clear, heavy frost,
8—Uleai.
9- "
10-Cloudy.
12— Steady rain.
13-
15—Heavy rain.

NOTB.—Some of tlie reports were ratslald, otliers were not recelveil owing t« tlie (UgnrranKeiiientol'the

wires and other causes. Similar reports were received t^-oni several other farms. These are open for

Inspection at the office of the Company in Winnipeg. The above were chosen as being from the farms at the

remote ends and centre of the district. It was thought a fair Idea could In this way be arrived at throughout.
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Opinions on tlie Soil and ProJncts of tlie Experiinental Farms.

i

!.«

da-

ht.
Ind

of the
)eu for
at the
gliout.

Views expressed by the Honorable Alexander MacKenzie, late

Premier of the Dominion of Canada :

" I arran^i'ed to visit seven out of the ten experimental farms
commenced by the railway company, to ascertain first the effect of

the alkali deposits, which prevailed to fiome extent in some districts,

upon cereals and roots, and secondly, to ascertain what the result

was in a general way of these farms, considering soil and climate.

I observed throughout the whole length of the read that there was
scarcely any poor soil to be »een. In quarters, notably between
Medicine Hat and Moose Jaw, there was an appearance of dryness
in the general aspect of the prairie visible, which was not apparent
where the land had been ploughed. There is a sort of crispness in

the grass in some places that would seem to indicate a prevailing

dryness. This, however, is not uniformly the case. What is known
as buffalo grass, where it has a dry appearance, still continues to pre-

serve its nutritious qualities, and cures as well standing as if cut.

Such is the general statement made co me by old settlers.

I visited seven out ol the ten experimental farms, namely, those

at Gleichen, 784 miles from Winnipeg ; Tilley, 713 miles; Stair, 668
miles; Dunmore, 650 miles ; Forres, 615 miles ; Maple Creek, 596
miles, and Gull Lake, 546 miles from Winnipeg. The three not

visited, although they were within sight, are those at Swift Current,

Rush Lake and Secretan, the latter being 442 miles west of Winni-
peg. The whole of these farms cover a district of about 350 miles

from east to west. The farms should evidently be taken as a test of

the capabilities of the country for farming operation^, and the suit-

ability of the climate, I was careful to observe the quality of the

crops, as well as the respective kinds. The wheat was uniformly a
fair crop, not as heavy as some seen in the district around Calgary

or in Manitoba, but would probably average from 17 to 20 bushels to

the acre. One remarkable feature of the whole country is the num-
ber of stalks of grain from one kernel. In one instance we counted

no fewer than forty-six heads from one root. The oats and pease

yielded a fair crop, while rcots, such as potatoes and turnips, showed
quite as good a result as any of the larnis in better known districts

of Manitoba On several of the farms I observed tomatoes (in one

case nearl}'' ripe), melons, cucumbers and citrons. The district em
braced bv these axperimental farms covers the larger part of the
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district generally believed to be more or less arid in its chai-acter,

and .subject to alkali deposits—alkali, however, is found in the Pro-

vince of Manitoba as well as in the North-wesc and western districts.

In the vicinity of Brandon, for instance, I observed considerable por-

tions of the fields showing traces of alkali deposits. The uniform tes-

timony of those who have cultivated the lands where alkali prevails

is to the effect that it is worked out of the land after a few croppings.

Some authorities, notably Professor Macoun, maintain that it does
not at all injure the land. There is no doubt, however, but what it

affects at least the first crop, and, I think, probably one or two
others, more or less prejudically. Some of the fields I observed near
Brandon where an excellent crop was carried, showed a spot here

and there of inferior quality, such inferiority being the result, so I

was informed, of alkali deposits. As to the quality of the soil from
the Red River to the mountains it will be pronounced equal to any
other tract of country, although there is a considerable quantity of

poor land in some places, but the percentage ot such lands is small

over the whole area. Immediately around Winnipeg, for many
miles westward, southward, and northward, the soil is exceedingly

rich, and only wants draining in some parts to make it the most fer-

tile land m the world. The central district, which I have just des-

cribed in connection with the experimental farmw, may be consider-

ed a continuation of the quality of land which prevails from Bran-
don westward to Regina and Moose Jaw. In some places the soil is

comparatively shallow, and will require careful farming to maintain

itself, but, generally speaking the aoil is deep and good. Some dis-

tricts well north of the railway, described by Palliser as more or less

arid and sandy, I did not see."

The Hon. Sir- Hector Langevin, in his speech at the banquet
tendered to him in Winnipeg, referred to the farms and the country
in which they are placed in the following terms

:

" The soil was so good that he had not found an acre of bad land

in all his travels. There had been stories about a great desert, but
it did not exist. In place of barren, sterile land, there was a very

good fertile country. He had visited the 0. P. R. model farms in

order to ascertain whether the land there was as good as in other parts

of the Northwest and in Manitoba where settlers had established

themselves. He had come at this period of the year to see the crop

standing, and also in places after they had been cut. He had found
on these C. P. R. experimental farms most beautiful wheat, also the

best oats possible, also flourishing roots. The fatras were as good as

the best in the country. At Calgary there were some of the best

farms he had seen. Some of the best settlers from the eastern town-
ships in the Province of Quebec were about to settle there, after

having examined carefully the land."

4
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Opinion of ^\r Richard Temple, a prominent member of the

British Assoeiatiovi for the Advancement of Science:

" Ahnost everywhere they saw rich soil. Most of them had ex-

pected that they would find tracts <»f arid waste, or that if they saw
lich soil it would l^e largely interspersed with specimens of gravel,

rock, and soil not suitable for cultivation; but this idea })roved to be

entirely false, for he declared without exaggeration that on the whole
way from Winnipeg to the foot of the Rockies there was hardly a

foot of ground that did not seem to be capable of being turned to

human use. Estimating the distance to the foot of the Rockies at a

thousand miles, there was for this distance one unbroken area of land

more or less fertile and capable of being turned to the advantage of

man. Cereals were grown upon many farms exclusively ; some of

the greatest farms in the country were wheat farms almost entirely.

They saw in many parts of the country specimens or exhibits of the

products of the farm. The C. P. R. Company had set a very excellent

example by having model or pattern farms close along the line of

railway, to show that the countiy was capaV^le of producing. In in-

specting these,while they find nothing to equal the monster cabbages
shown at the exhibition here, yet they saw good turnips and pota-

toes. They had heard in England that there woukl be great diffi-

culty in growing wheat at the altitude of this country, it being too

high above the sea, but this idea was entii-ely falsified by what they

saw, for wheat grew well 2,000 feet above the sea; at Calgary at

3,000 feet; and at Padmore at 3,.500 feet. Hence there jwas noth-

ing in the altitude of this country to prevent wheat being grown on
an immense scale."







Facts to be Remembered.

The Cniiadiaii Pacific Kaihvav owns the odd

numbered sections contained in a 'oeU twenty-fbui-

miles on each side of their line between Winni}H'j4'

and tlie Kockv Mountains.

The Company select only lands fit for settlement.

These selected lan<ls are ottenMl at prices from $*2..50

pel' acre upwards, with a rebate of from ^\.'2i') to

$3.00 for each aci'e cultivated.

Remeni])er that free fjraiits of 100 acres
can be obtained from the (xovernment, within the

railway beh.

These can be selected from the richest prairie

lands of the Canadian Northwest.

No forest to cleai' ; no stumj)s or stones to cim-

tend with ! The land can l)e ploughed and a crop

rnised in the same season in which the settler takes

uj) his homestead.

]j)\v fares and trei^ht rates arc; offered to the

settler, ov(M' the (.Canadian Pacific. Pe sure your

tickets read via C. I*. II. route.

For fnllest iiifovmnthm about the roiintni/f

and pt'ices of ttie Cotupaut/\s lands^ ffppfy to

J, H. McTAVISH,
C. p. R. LAND COMMISSIONER,

WINNIPEG, MAN.




