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8 Of making Choice of GOCKS for being fuc
cefsful, without any Regard to the Excellen=
¢y of their Breed.

Saxe MON G the great Variety of Crof-
; A& {cs that are made, I have obferved
xi 2 particular Sort that is endowed
5 with fuch an excellent Shape and
" Conflitution, as enables them to do
great Execution ; and tho the Breeder has de-
prived them either through Negle& or want of
Judgment of that Sharc of Blood which is ne-
ceffary in all fighting Fowl, yet, by Virtue of
 thole other Qualifications, they will beat high
: gred Cocks, which are wanting in thofc¢ Re-

deformed ; but fuppofe them to be tainted only,
it is fufficient to render them incapable of any
great Performance: It would be endlefs as well
as tedious to the Keader was I to enumerate a

! : tenth
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i {pects, that is, {fuch as are tainted and withal =
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tenth Part of the Parfons, which have come
within my Knowledge, that have fuffered by
this Pradtice, therefore, 1 hope, an Inftance will

not be thought amifs to dete@ the Folly of it.
Wilkins of Grantham, deceafed, was known
by moft-of the Lincolnfbire Sportimen to be a
very great Cocker, and more particularly famed
for his Plimouths_and Buttons ; the former of
which 'was bred from'a Cock of ‘Lord P/i-
mouth's, which came out of the Duke of Ruz-
land’s Pens, when his Grace fought againft Lord
Exeter, the latter from a Strain of Colonel Lee's
by the Cock, and out of the Hen of Mr He-
neage's; yet Wilkins could not content himfelf
with his own, but fuffered. his Thoughts, like
a great many others, to wander after Conquefts
made in various Parts of the Country, thinking
thereby to 'meet with fomething fuperior to
thofe he had already got, whereas, had he been
content with ‘making the beft of his own, no

Fowls in £ngland could have beat them.
" © It happen’d ata certain Cocking in the Neigh-
bourhood ‘that one more particular than all the
reft came off with great Honour, by beating his
Adverfary afrer a handfome eafy Manner, which
gain'd /Vi/kins's Favour fo much as to put him
upon intreating for a frefa Brother of him to
breed from, which he ‘effeéted, and bred out of
two Years together, without making Trial of
the firft Year's Produét, except one fhatter'd
Stagg, which' proved very-indifferent ; but not
meeting with a terrible Cock againft him, he
refign’d his Life without running away : That
: '* not
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not being a fufficient Trial, /7ilkins ftill repofed "
a Confidence in them that they would be very (70
good when they became Cocks, which he madefs/
Trial of very early the next Seafon, when to
his great Surprize found them tofly the Pitta

reat deal too foon ; in. the fame Seafon alfo he
?ou’ght the Old Cock, which was then threc
Years old, and behaved fo well as to gain the
general Applaufe -of the Pitt, by beating two
very good Cocks in few Meetings cach : This
Performance in the Old Cock, together with the
good Opinion, upon fufficient Proof, he had of
the Hens, revived his Hopes again, that the re-
maining Part of them would prove better, he
therefore referved them for Mr Chumley’s Main,
againft Mr Zurner, who was allifted by Ms
Heneage, buat being of a larger Size than com-
mon, very few of them fell into the Match, and
thofe that did were beat by Mr. Heneage's,
which tho’ they were double fed, were undenia-
ble Cocks, and made the other appear very bad
in Comparifon of them: Now had thefe Fowls
of Wilkins's, which were called /ed’s Greys,
fought againft fuch as were no higher bred than
themfelves, or otherways againft fuch as were
iomething tainted, they might have got a Cha-
racter, as Thoufands have done before, without
any Reafon; and tho’ they had nought to boaft
of except Shape and a Perfe& Conttitution, yet
if they find themfelves too powerful for their
Adverfary, they will difpatch in fuch a Man-
ner as to deccive Men of tolerable good Judg-
ment 5 yet Wilkins cmﬁd not be fatisfy’d where
2 this
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this Taint proceeded from, or whether to blame
the Cock or the Hens for it, till he fought him
again, which was then four Years old, and pro-
ved the vileft Rogue that ever was bred for a
Game Cock ; now, had this old Cock died, or
happen’d any Misfortune, fo as to have hindered
him from fighting again, the Hens would have
been condemn’d very innocently : This Practice
of being overfecen by the Behaviour of Fowls,
without any Certainty, and giving too much
Credit to Report, both are built upon fuch
weak Foundations, that no one poflibly can con-
tinue a good ‘Breed long that bend their Mind
cither Way.

I have fcena great many Mains fought which
have given a Chara&er to Fowls undefervedly,
by beating fuch as were not able to make any
Refiftance; either through the want of Condi-
tion, Goodnefs, or both; and if it fhould hap-
pen that both thefe Imperfetions attended the
lIofing Side, where is the Applaufe ? where
the Honour of winning a Match againft {uch
Cocks? and it is too often from fuch Succefs as
this that Cocks get a Chara&er, and deccive the
fucceeding Breeder, as not meeting with fufh-
cient Trials. :

ERROR
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ER ROR the Second.

Of the Sifficiency of good H E NS,

H E antient Breeders in this Kind of Di-
verfion were of Opinion, that'a true

Game Hen would breed good Fowl even from a
Dunghill Cock, whereasa Cock without'a Hen
equivalent availeth nothing; may, to this Day
this idle Notion is {o predominant,. that a great
many which I have convers'd with, look upon
a Hen to be much the fafeft Side, which is
more than I ever could bring to Proof through-
out the Pratice that T have had ; nor do.I be-
lieve the oldeft and moft experienc’d Breeder
upon Earth can ‘juftify it, ‘and I am very well
affured, there cannot be any other Reafon given
for it than this, Hens are not {o liable toreceive
a Taint as Cocks are, ‘becaute they are, génerally
ipeaking, continu’d at one Place unmolefted,
whereas Cocks are harrafs'd about and removed
frequently from their Places of Breeding, which
bring old Age upon them too foon ; and whatis
it that has grounded this Notion in People, but
meeting with Difappointments of their Expecta~
tions in Cocks breeding good Fowl, occafion’d
chiefly by their own Negleft and bad Manage-
ment: Suppofe a Cock to have fought,oronly to
have gone through a regular Courfe of Feeding,
itisimpoflible he fhould produce as good Fowl as
the Sifters to him, which have never been dif=
: turbed
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turbed at all ; thefe and other Reafons there are
to be- given, why Cocks do not preferve their
Conftitutions {o long nor fo perfeét as Hens do;
but provided one fhares the fame Fate, either of
good or bad Management, in every individual
Refpedt as the other, they are equally as merito-
rious, nor is it in the Power of either of them to
breed /ftcady Fowl, without pretty near an e-
qual Share of Blood of cach Side. I have alrea-
dy fhewn that the celebrated Plimontls Hens of
Wilkin's, were incapable of breeding good Fowl
with as active and healthful a Cock as I ever faw,
and bred for thorough Game ; fo in like Man-
ner was Mr Boffow’s old Duck-Iing Hens let
down by a Cock that was deficient in Blood,
which Hens might juftly be faid to be the high-
eft bred Hens upon Earth ; they were got by
the renowned Hero the O/ Duck-/Ving before
he fought, and out of Alderman Brown's Old
half Plimouth and- half Black Joke Hen. In-
ftances of this Nature are endlefs, and I believe
it is chiefly owing to this Pratice, that fome
have got a Notion, breed as you will, there
thall be fuch Difference in Brothers, that fome
will be very good, others but indifferent, to
which T agree if there bea Want of Blood of ei~
ther Side, and will differ as much in their Na-
ture as they frequently do in Feather; fome
will take after the good Kind and be pretty near
as good as them, others after the bad, and
will partake a very little Share of  the good, o-
thers upon a2 Medivm 5 but if Fowl are tho-

rough bred on both Sides, and regularly crigﬂ
or
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for Genérations paft, they will refemble one a-
nother in a particnlar Manner, and will be little
or no more Difference in them than ‘as an Acci-
dent in Fighting, or Condition may occafion.

ER ROR the Third. .
- Of Breeding out of old Fought COCK 8.

FRUTH or Goodnefs muft be allowed to
be the beft and moft valuable Qualificati-

on belonging to a Game Cock, and what every
Breeder thould endeavour to attain to ; yet the
true Way and Method of arriving to it is often-
times miftaken, and in a particular Manner, fo
by breeding "out of old fought Cocks; nay,
fome are fo fond of this Way of breeding, that
they rather chufe to make ufe of one which
has been fufficiently cut by Way of Trial, than
they would a frefh one, and 'look-upon it as the
moft certain Way of breeding, which in my O-
pinion is quite the reverfe ; for when Nature is
almoft worn out and exhaufted’either by Time
or too frequent Engagements, itisimpofiible the
Ifue proceeding from fuch Cocks fhould. have
much Vigour,' Life, or A&ivity, and this is
the Reafon, in a ‘great Meafure, that we meet
with fo many idle, flack mettled Cocks, or ra-
ther fool hardy, ‘much fitter for a Pot than' the
Pit ; but tho' L'am far from‘advifing any one to
- breed
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‘breed fromCocks, that have received vifible
Damage by fighting, yet I would not totally
exclude the Ufe of _a clipt Cock, provided he
has receiv’d no. Damage, - becaufe {fometimes a
good Breed is to be attained that Way when no
other Means will offer ; for among the Curious
there are a great many which never {et a Value
upon their Howl after fighting, even tho’ they
come off ever {o- well 3 therefore don’t mind
giving one away to any diftant Part, where they
are not likely to come againft them, when per-
haps if a freth Cock was required, fifty Pounds
would not purchafcone : Now’ provided this
Cock be of -an. excellent Kind, which muft be
prov'd. by feeing a Numberof. Brothers fuffici-
ently tried,; not only: for their -Blood, but alfo
for their genteel and regular Way | of fighting ;
I fay provided this Cock be fuch, I would
breed out of him even then for -no other End,
than to referve Stock to be renewed again, be~
caufe, it is impoflible a Cock can ‘be cut out of
Feather and not receive more or lefs Damagg,
thercfore it will be neceflary to make Choice of
a proper. Hen in, order to repair the Damage he
is liable to receive from it, and - propagate a
healthful and lively Pofterity, fo that I fhall
lay old Age afide tho’ ever fo good, and chufe
out a freth Pullet or two Years old Hen at the
moft, . which if I might, fhould be bred from a.
youthful Strain, becaufe it is not {fufficient that
you breed from Youth only, even tho’ it be on
both Sides, if the Howl they were bred fromwere

cither too antient or tainted'; but and if there
be
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be a Taint, if it isnot a very fevere one, inideed
it may in a great Meafure be extirpated, by a
due Obfervance of Youth for two Generations,
or three at the moft. There remains yet another
Obfervation that T have made, which is, that a
Cock will get better Fowl out of Feather, than
the Year after when in Feather, and tho’ this
may feein cotitrary to Reafon to a great many
that have not try’d the Experiment, yet 1 have
met with' fo many fufficient Proofs of it in my
Time, that the Iflue of the former have prov'd
exceeding good, and that of the latter quite the
reverfe, from the fame Hens; the Reafons be-
ing thefe. . After a Cock has once fought, and re-
ceived no Damage by it, and if due Care be ta-
ken of him after coming out of warm Pens, and
he be bred out of in the Month of 4pri/, fo
that the Chickens may come off in May, and
put to a young blooming Hen, he will get
pretty aétive Fowl, and even then I thould
deem their Hlue unfit for a prefent Engagement
for a large Sum of Morey, till they were renew-
ed once more with Youth and Vigour, and on-
ly commend fuch in Comparifon of the {fecond
Year’s Produét, which I will endeavour to ex-
plain. All Breeders muft allow, that during the
Time of a Cock’s being out of Feather, he is li-
able to a great many Cafualties and Misfortunes,
which render him incapable of thedding his Fea-
thers after a regular Manner and at a proper
Time of the Year, which if he does not it is im-
poflible he fhould be healthful ; thisis upon
Suppofition, that a Cock be generated with a

G good
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good Conftitution, how liable he' is to be de=
prived of it in that Interval of Time, but if he
has the leaft Taint upon him, or be inclined to
grow out of Shape, it isincredible to think
what a great Alterationa Year will make, after
He is cut out of Feather.

E R R O R the Fourth.

Of Breeding out of Tainted Fowl, alfo fhewing
the Symytoms, and how they proceed.

T H IS Folly of breeding out of Fowl which
have not a perfeét Conftitution, isattended
with worfe Confequences than the latter I have
been treating of, becaufe, as I have before ob-
ferv’d, ifthey are made the beft of they will get
pretty a&tive Fowl, which is more than I can
fay of a tainted Cock ; I am rather of Opinion,
that fome Taints are fo deeply radicated, that
it will require fome Years to crofs them out,
for there is as much Difference and as many De-
grees of Taints in Fowl, as there are of Con-
fumptions in human Bodies ; fome difcover a
natural Taint from being long and loofe feather-
¢d, having adejeéted, melancholy Afpedt, fuch
I look upon to reccive their Diforder from being
bred out of Fowl! that are too antient on both
Sides, and ‘through bad Ufage their Conftituti-
ons rather impair’d withal, - which if they unite,

produce
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produce fuch a Taint in their Pofterity as is not
worth recovering ; others there are whofe Plume
is rather fhorter and more gaudy, and is not ca-
fily difcover’d if the Breeder or Feeder is not a
competent Judge: This Taint may either be na-
tural or acquired ; if natural, the Fowl on one
Side, if not both, might be youthful, which pro-
duc’d it, but through bad Walking, Irregulari-
ty of Diet, or getting batter'd, become tainted ;
therefore it is not old Age altogether that produ-
ces tainted Fowl, tho’ very liable, becaufe we fee
that in other Creaturesas well as them, fome are
more capable of doing Bufinefs in advanc'd
Years than others, which fhould bein their beft
Days and Prime of Life, occafion’d by the dif=
ferent Conftitutions of Fowl they are bred from,
and Management afterwards.

Others there are which have a Confumptive
Taint from Nature, and don’t difcover it {o
much in long and loofe Feathers, as by having
a pale Complexion and thin Meagre Body ; and
tho’ thefe are far from being properly called a
rotten Cock, yet the Conftitution is fo ve-
ry dry, that they will not ftand the Pens
without great Detriment, tho’ this Taint .as
often proceeds from bad Ufage as any natural
Caufe; as for Inftance, when Staggs are taken
up into Pens to be cut, which I hold neceflary
becaufe it makes them familiar againft the Time
of coming up to feed, yet moft Breeders are apt
to keep them up too long, which if they be
neglected during that Time, and have not Plenty
of frefh Water, as well as proper Food, it will

 SRRH prove
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prove very deftructive to thofe which have not
good Conftitutions : For as Gravel is the Life
of thofe Animals, by Virtue of which they di-
geft their Food, they cannot fubfift long with-
out it.

Mill Walks are alfo very liable to create a
Taint of the like Nature, as being too much
expoted for want of Shelter both to Winters
Cold and Summer’s Heat, befides the want of
Water in dry Summers ; tho’ it muft be allow ed,
that where the Situation is nigh Inclofure,
which generally afford Water, they are good
ones.

Having thewn the moft materlal Ways that
T am capable of how Fowl become tainted, I
fhall ‘obferve from the Whole, that it is much
the fafeft Way, as foon as ever a Taint is difco-
vered, to deftroy the whole Race of them, un-
lefs it be a trifling One, and the Fowl be of an
exceeding good Kind indeed by having all o-
ther good Qualifications. T doubt not but what
1 have faid concerning breeding out of fought
and tainted Fowl, will'meet with fome Objecti-
ons by fome Breeders, who may plead, that
they have bred very good Fowl from both
thefe imperfe&t Ways, but flill it is no Contra-
diction to what I have faid, becaufe there is no
General Rale without fome Exception ; but this
I will venture to aver,that if the {ame Fowl had
been bred out of in their Youth and Prime of
Life, the Iflue of them, with equal Feeding
and Management, would win twenty Mains fuc-
ceffively, were they to be decided againft {uch

e
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as coild be bred from them in Old Age, and
at that Difadvantage, tho’ I allow fome Fowl
are {o very excellent in their Nature, and retain a
good Shape fo perfectly in Old Age, that they
breed to a Miracle, but for want of a Supply
of Youth and freth Blood, will become flack=
mettled and fool-hardy in another Generation.

A Defeription of the true
Game-C O CK.

N defcribing the true Game-Cock, T fhall
{peak firft of his Shape, which is of fo great

Efficacy in Battle, that he cannot properly be
faid to be compleat without it, not but there
are good Cocks of all Shapes. ‘

A certain celebrated Breeder fays, that a Cock
ought to be form’d in Manner like a Sugar-
Loaf; which, in my Opinion, is a prepofterous
Comparifon, for the Truth of a Cock’s Shape
confifts in a true Proportion, neither too long,
nor too thert, too broad, nor too flat, too thick
backward or forward, or too thin; and tho’ it
is allowed by at leaft two-thirds of Breeders,
that a Cock ‘cannot be too thin backward, yet
I cannot fce that great Advantage in it, and the
Queftion is, whether thete i1s not as great
a Neceffity for Strength backward as- for=
ward ? A flat fided Cock, if his Limbs are ftrong
and well proportioned, will be very aftive, and

hit
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hit'deepj whereas a Cock that'is too broad, un-
lefs he has.a proper Length with it, is apt to
tire and ftrike fhort, efpecially if hethas too
much’ Flefh ; therefore a Medium is to be ob-
ferved in both, Length is very neceflary if
Strength be added to it; and what I mean by a
Cock’s being too long, is having a long thin
Body, and withal long Legs and Thighs, fuch
ought not to fight till-three Years old ; for if
they fight fooner, tho they have the Advan-
tage of their Adverfary in Height, yet they
are wanting in other Parts, where Strength 1s
more requird ;- but I am far from advifing any
one to breed thort Fowl, nor indeed can they,
unlefs from Dwarfs, or elfe at the latter End of
the Scafon; for there is more Danger of Fowl
being too long than too fhort, if bred early and
fiom youthful Stock. In fine, a Cock ought
to be form’'d in Manner following ; Firft, He
fhould have a long Beam and well fet on, arifing
almoft perpendicular from his Shoulder : Second-
ly, The Body ought to be upon a Medium, not
long, nor too fhort, and rather deep than fhal-
low : Thigdly, His Legs ought to be rather
long than fhort, efpecially if the Body be ftiffifh,
but if on the contrary the Body be long as well
as flat, there is a Neceflity for a fhortith Leg;
for, as I have obferved before, Length of Body
anid Limbs together will not {uit’ with a two
Year 8Id Cock : TLaftly, His Thighs, whatever
Shape he is of, fhould be fhort; for long and
weak thigh’d Cocks frequently break it them-
felves, fince long Weapons have been {o much

in



( 28:)

in Efteem; nor can a Cock poffibly be a&tive
that has a long Thigh, and, generally {peaking,
long Legs and Thighs go together ; but tho' a
Man be ever fo curious, it is a difficult Matter
to bring ‘Shape to Perfetion as well as other
O\ualiﬁcation‘s,.but neverthelefs, we muft endea-
vour to come as near it as poffible, and he that
judges the beft, doubtlefs, will mect with the
moit Succefs. Some that I am acquainted’ with
have attempted in vain ta breed Fowl of a true
Shape, and now, like the Fox, think it a triflin
Qualification, but Adivity ought to be the Stu-
dy of every Breeder, and if Strength be added
to it, together with a proper Length, it is my
Defcription of a true fhap’'d Cock.

Having fhewn, as near as I can, the proper
Shape that a true Game-Cock ought to be form-
ed with, I fhall next endeavour to thew the
Neceflity of a good Extraction. -Moft Breeders
are fond of Game, and make it their chief Aim
and Study of Breeding, without confulting
whether there be Mettle with it or not, or
whether they fightin a handfome Manner, orin
a proper Place or not, if the Conflitution has
nct been impaird by bad Management, or whe-
ther they be'of an altive Shape or not ; all thefe
Requifites ought to be confulted, or elfe Breed-
ing of Cocks becomes very expenfive : 1 have
known feveral keen Sportimen contented with
mere Game-Fowl for feveral Years, and tho’
they could not win above two Fights of them,
yet would they not cenfure them fo ftrictly as to
forfake them, but gencerally imputed their lofing

to
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to bad Feeding, and it is become very common
to condemn the Feeder when it is the Breeder’
Fault only ; for if Cocks are good in Natui
and quite healthful, they feldom bring Difgrac
to the Feeders. I have already thewn the Dan-
ger of breeding out of Fowl that are tainted in
Conftitution, and tol fulfil my Defign of defcrib-
ing the true Game Cock, ' obliges me to make
ufe of the fame Caution with regard to Genealo-
gy, that there be no Deficiency in it {o long as
Memotry can extend, for it is quite a parallel
Cafe ; if theie be a Tdint, whether in their Na-
ture of Conflitution, it will difcover itfelf for
two or three Generations, and {fometimes to the
fourth ; therefore it behoves Breeders to be
ftri€tly curious whenever they have Occafion for
a Crofs, t6 make Choice of fuch as will rather
add than diminith inany of the before-mention’d
Particulars ; thus when a Cock is form'd of an
aktive' Shape, and full ‘'of Youth and Vigour
without a Tin€&ure of bad Blood in his Veins,
he may properly be call'd a true Game-Cock,
and inftead of having long and tedious Battles,
occafion’d by Breakings out of Heat for Want
of Strenigth, thofe will difpatch ore or the other
in very few Blows, if thoroughly fed and proper-
. ly weapon'd.

What different Sorts there are that excel in
their refpeiive Ways of Fighting.

Arious are the Sorts of Cocks which go un-

der the Denomination of Game-Fowl,
that
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that are not worthy of it, yet appear as fuch in .
#he Eye of thofe, who have not Judgment to
shiftinguifh rightly betwixt a true Game-Cock
4nd the many different Sorts that in Reality are
not fo; my Defign therefore fhall be, to de-
fcribe fuch as are worthy, which confift of
three different Sorts, the firft of which I
call, the Aétive and Ready Fighting Cock, the
fecond I term, the Bu/l-dog Kind, and the third
the Artful Fighting Cock ; when Fowlare equal~
ly fed and of equal Goodnefs, what is it that
muft give Succefs but fuperior Adivity and
Truth of Fighting ; and I have often obferv'd,
when Men of Judgment come intoa Pit where
they are entire Strangers to Fowl, they bet their
Money according to the Behaviour of them in
Fighting, and when fome think it Odds on one
Side, ’tis Six to Four in their Opinion, on the
contrary.

This Firft Sort, which T call the ready
fighting Cock, if they are in perfe&t Con-
dition, have the Advantage of any other, for by
breaking in upon a Cock in that furious Man-
ner, it fruftrates the Defign of the Adverfary
tho' ever {o well intended, which if purfu’d, as
any Cock of Mettle will do, muft beat the beft
flow Cock that can be bred, becaufe we daily
fee, that a Blow is a Battle given at the Begin-
ning ; butif this Sort are not in good Condition,
they are much the worft of the three, their faft
Fighting then will be of no Service to them,
but rather occafion them to tire, and let a {low
Cock knock them down at the laft. I have

D - feen
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feen many excecllent Breeds of this Kind, but I
think none are {o worthy of being taken No-
tice of as Mr Heneage's Dog-Kennels, more par-
ticularly the Right Norrils, which were bred
from the O/d Nonpareil Dog-Kennel Cock, and
out of Sit Windfor Hunlock's Hens, which Fowl
fought in e¢very Main more or lefs againft Lord
Exeter ; indeed there was one Main which
chiefly confifted of them, beat at Louth, being
the fecond Main that was fought, which was ap-
parently thrown away by bad Feeding ; and I
am of Opinion, that if the Feedefs had under-
taken the contrary Pens, it would have beata
hollow Main in Behalf of Mr Heneage ; the
worft Failing belonging to thefe Cocks, was
their Want of being a proper Size, which was a
great Misfortune. , :

In the laft Main of the four, tho’ it was won
by Mr Heneage in great Extremity, having fe-
ven Battles to win fucceflively to win the
Main, yet there was a great many of the Right
Norrils that fell out of Match, which went im-
mediately from thence to Grauntham, being for--
ty Miles, to aflift Mr Tarner againft Mr Cholm-
ley, moft of which fell into. Match, and all won
except one that prov’d exceeding good, which
was beat, without any Difgrace to him, by a
firait Ey’d Cock, Son of the O/d Plimout > of
/W ilkins, and out of the Favourite Brick-Breafted
‘Hens, which came from an unknown Part of the
World.

The Second Sort I am to treat of, is what I

call the Bull-dsg Kind, and differs as much from
g ‘ the

‘-
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the Random fighting Cock, as a Bull-Dog does
from a Maftiff; this Sort of Cocks, to anfwer °
their Defign in Flghtmg, ought to be furnifh’d
with Strength- fuitable to it, and fomewhat of
more Bone than the former for as the other
excells by A&ivity, fo thefe require Strength in
a particular Manner, to accomplifh their End :
It is obferyable in this Sort of Cocks, that they
are neverina Hurry, and feldom known to fpar,
but keep their Ground and fland it fairly Blow
for Blow; always coming in a Place where they
are fure to do Execution. Mr RBaflonz, who I
made mention of in the Second Error,. was as fa-
mousfor his Ducl-wingsof this exatt Kind, as Mr
Heneage was for his Dag-Kennels, which "excel-
led differently ; and it may not be amifs to ob-.
ferve, that the Sixfcore Guineas which was
fought for three Years together at Lincoln, by
Sub{cription, was won every Year by his Fowl,
bat indeed they were Cocks form’d on Purpofc
for that Bufinefs, having Strength to go tho-
rough with their Battles, and a Death Blow en-
tail'd upon the Famxlv The original Cock,
calld by the Name of the O/d Diuck-wing, he
had from Swith of Pererborough, which
mutt be allowed by all that knew bim, to be as
fine a Cock as Eugland cver bred : He fought
four Years together at Lincoln, Horfe Races, be~
fides other Times ; and in the cighth Year of his -
Age, almoft blind, and gouty footed he beata
fine, frefh Cock,: in few Blows ; and what was
very remarkable in him, he nev et fought with=
out either breaking or bendmo Swaitl's Weapons

D2 : almoft
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almoft double, he was a Cock of that prodigious
Strength. ‘

The Third Sort I am to defcribe is called the
Artful Fighting Cock, differing very much from -
cither of the other; this Sort are always upon
their Guard from the firft of their being pitted ;
for as foon as ever they have made Trial of their
Adverfary, if they find him either too long, or
too ftrong for them, they take dire&ly to a
fhort Turn, and never after will let them have
a fair Blow at the Face of them ; and as foon as
cver they have made a Blow, if it is not effec-
tual, fhoot off and clear themfelves from Dan-
- ger; thus, by Degrees, one of thofe Cocks will
beat fuch as are much heavier and ftronger than
themfelves, by fighting after that artful Man-
ner, tho’ it is a very great Chance to mect with
a Breed of the right Sort of thefe, nor did I
ever fee any to come up to Wilkins’s Plimouths
of Grantham. The Advantage of this Way of
fighting is very great, for when a Pair of Cocks
are of equal Blood and Strength, then fuch Pre~
fence of Mind is of very great Service to them;
for it is impoffible when a Cock is almoft be-
rcav’d of Breath, that he can come up to his
Mark without taking off to recover himfelf,
and one Blow given in full Breath and at full
Length, is worth half a Dozen otherways; for
tho' Cocks are ever fo good Game, or ftrike
ever 1o hard, it availeth not much if they ftand
tco near their Adverfary to take Blows, efpe-
cially if they come to a long Battle.

Having mention’d all the Sorts of Game-
Fowl
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Fowl that excel refpeitively, T fhall leave it for
the Curious to difpute which of them deferves
the Superiority, g

Of the Astainment of Good FO W L, and the
Continuance of them,

‘N TTthout a great deal of Caution ufed,
when a Gentleman firft fets out to be a
Cocker, he is liable to' meet with great Difap-
pointments, for as very few at the firft are wil-
ling to rely upon their own Judgment, they
are apt to accept of {fuch as Sportfmen are pleaf~
ed to put into their Hands; fome will prefent
him with Fowl, and commend them for the
beft in the World, for want of Judgment to
know better; Others, through a View of Inte-
reft, will impofe any upon him, {o they are not
mere Dunghills, purely to {ferve their own private
Ends; Others may fupply him with really
good Fowl, but having no better Opinion of
his Judgment than of the former Perfons, in all
Probability crofles one with the other, and fo,
confequently, will have a promifcuous Breed ;
Thus I have known Gentlemen go on for feve-
ral Years, till the Expence of it became fo great,
without Succefs, for want of taking proper
Meafures, that they were almoft weary of it,
tho’ the Inclination has been ever {o firong, be-
fore they could ‘arrive at a good Breed ; and as
it is not a very eafy Matter to fall into a good
. Breed
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Breed of Cocks, I thought it might be neceflary

“ to lay down Rules for the more immediate At-
tainment of them ; therefore, of Neceflity, En-
quiry muft firft be made into a Man’s Judgment
who recommends Fowl ; Secondly, into his Prin-
ciple, for tho' the Principle be ever {o good, if
Jadgment.is wanting, it availeth nothing ; they
may bear the Character, like a great many that
I have known, of having good Fowl, and in two

" of three Years quite run out ; therefore, itis not
altogether having Fowl from People, who are
reported to have fuch by Men of no Judgment,
that will anfwer the End, but rather from thofe
whofe Condué@ and Diligence in Breeding is fuch
as can propofe ‘a Certainty every Year, ywhich
may be done by proper Trials; and tho’ the
beft Judges may be deceived in Crofles hitting,
yet they may be fo far upon a Certainty as not
to, injure any young Beginner ; and there are
but two certain Ways that I can propofe for it,
the firft of which relates a good *deal to what I
have already faid, which is, having Fowl from
Men of approved Honour and Integrity, as well
as Judgment ; and who, if they thought, had
not a good Crofs within themielves, would ra-
ther fend them none, than fuch as would do
_ their Friend Injury : The Second Way is by
“frequenting great Matches, where, in all Proba-
bility the beft Cocks are fought; for by this
Méans you have an Opportunity of feeing a
Number of Brothers fight, of feveral Sorts ; {o
that if you havefo much Intereft in the Own-
. ers, or can make a Friend to procure a frefh
: Cock
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Cock, full Brother to fuch as have excell’d in
the Match, or elfe a Pair of Sifters, you are fure
to be upon a Certainty : Thus, by fréquenting
Meetings, it is poffible to get a Cock of one,
and a Pair of Hens of another, and {o enter im-
mediately upon a good Breed. :

Having fhewn the {peedieft and moft certain
Methods for the Attainment of good Fowl, I
fhall endeavour next to thew how to continue
them ; as there are great Difficulties to go thro’
before a good Breed is, generally fpeaking, to
be attain’d, fo are they as great in the Continu-
ance of them : Any infignificant trifling Breeder
may meet with a good Breed by Chance, but
they are no fooner pofleft of them, than they
immediately ruin their Conftitution by bad Ma-
nagement, elfe how fhould fo many good Breeds
have been deftroy’d in a few Years as T could
mention, was it not for Want of Judgment in
croffing of them ; {fometimes two or three Years
are thrown away by too long a Continuance of
them together; other fometimes they fly from
that Way of Breeding, when it is neceflary they
thould be continued, which fhews, that there
ought to be no general Rule for either, but
thould be continued a longer or fhorter Time juft
as they turn out in Shape and Conftitution ;
fome Fowl will preferve a good Shape till they
arrive at the Age of Seven or Eight; others,
which might be very fit to fight at Two, will
decline, ard grow out of Shape, at Three or
‘Four, at the moft’; the fame with Regard  to
their Conftitution ; all which proceed from the

Diffe-
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Difference of Age, Shape, and 'Conftitution of
Fowl they are bred from.

The firft Trial that ¢an be made, whether a
Cock will fuit with* Hens or not, is when he
is three, and the Hens two Years old, which be-
ing put together the Year before, the Produt
of them are then Staggs ; which, if a Trial is
made of them in a proper Manner, and they an-
fwer Expeltation, it 1s fufficient to encourage
any one to continue the fame again. I can’t
fay, but a Trial of Cocks is more fatisfatory
than of Staggs, but if they are bred early, chu-
fing the fhorteft and fliffeft for Trials, it may
fuffice: Thus would I continue a Cock with
Hens till they be three and four Years old each,
which makes up three Years, beginning with
the Cock of two Years old and the Hens one
Youthis very neceflary on one Side, and ought
to be made a general Rule, for tho' aCock be fe-
ven, eight,nay tenYears old, which is the fartheft
I would ever exceed, if he hasnever been abus'd
in any Refped, he will get very good Fowl
with early Pullets of a youthful Strain ; in the
fame Manner alfo Staggs will relieve old Hens;
and it muft be obferv’d, that Youth on one Side
muft be ftinted, according to the Age of the con-
trary Side, be what it will; but Fowl ought
never to be made Ufe of fooner than two Years
old onone Side, and one on the other ; but the
fureft Way that I can propofe to breed ready
Money Cocks; is from two and three Years old
each, they being then in the greateft Perfection ;
for if Fowl are not form’d of an aélive; clean

Shape,
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Shape, they will be rather gummy at four, and
require Youth to repair thofe drofly Particles,
1o that I fhall endeavour to find out a Method
to preferve Youth on one Side, at the -Expira«
tion of four Years, without running.from the
Certainty of a good Crofs, which- muft be. ef-
fected by breeding out of Father and Daughters,
and Mother and Aunts, with a2 Son and Ne-
phew, beginning at five Years old with the
Cock, putting the laft Year’s Produét to him ;
and that Daughter’s Pullets may be put to him
for four Years together; one of the fineft old
Hens muft be continued with him for.that Ufe
only, ehufing every Year the fineft thap’d Ones,
and beft feather'd : By the fame Method, a Stagg
may alfo be put every Year to- the old Hens,
which is called a better Way of breeding ; but
in my Opinion, quite equal: This Method I
look upon to be a great deal better than conti-
nuing the old Fowl together till feven and
eight Years old cach; for if the Crofs was juft
before, they will not be let down by adding
Relations together : Alfo Brother and Sifter
may be put together in the youthful Days of
their Parents ; and it may be neceffary to ob-
ferve, that Youth is more required in Brother
-and Sifter, than in either of the other Methods
of Breeding, becaufe there is no Change of
Blood, which in either of the other is one Third.
There are yet two more Ways of keeping to a
good Kind, which, I think, are fuperior to any
yet mention'd ; the firft of which is, By breed-
ing from half Brother and Sifter, that is twice
E by
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by the Cock, but from different Hens, provided
cach Sort, from a Year’s Trial of each, have
prov'd véry godd ; if fo, the putting of them”
togcthér in ‘this Manner, will increafe the Blood,
and make them hit confiderably deeper. The
Second Way is by breeding from Own-Coufins,
whether Brother orSifter’s Iffue it is not material,
if they have met with ‘équal Ufage ; and I ne-
ver fee better throughout the whole Courfe of
my being a Sportfman, than from this Way of

Breeding. -
Having run through all the different Ways
that are material for breeding out of Relations,
the better to keep Blood together, ‘I fhall en-
deavour to thew the Advantages that are to be
reap’d from it : Firft, You have it in your Pow-
er torchoofe out of 2 Number, Things of an ex-
cellent Shape, as well as Youth and Vigour, -jn
every Mecthod on one Side, and in feveral on
both.  Secondly, You 'are upon a Certainty,
with Regard to Conftitution ; all which you
arc 'deprived of when ftrange Fowl ‘afe recom-
mended and “put into your Hands; befides the
reat Advantage of raifing a Number of the
fame Blood, from the Truth of Breeding ; for
we frequently fee Crofles made by Fowl, which
are refpectively good themfelves, and have been
provid as fuch by fufficient Trials, yet the Pro-
du&t of them will be nothing comparable to -

themfclves. :

‘Among the great many Inftances that I could
give of this Nature, I fhall beg Leave to men-
: tion
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tion one or two as briefly as poffible ; In the
laft Year, fave one, that Mr Boflom of Lincoln
bred, he made a Crofs betwixt his Duck /Vings
and favourite Down-Rumps, which were both
excellent good ; the Cock being a true fhap'd,
frefh, two Year old Cock, and the Hens frefh
three Years old ; Mr Bo//om thought this to be
the beft Crofs he ever made in his Life, yet not-
withftanding thefe were really good of them-
felves, and {ufficiently tried as fuch, by fighting
a Number of Brothers of each Sort, which,
to my Knowledge were exceeding good, yet
they bred very indifferent Stock ; not excelling
in any one Refped, but, on the Contrary, full
of Sloth and Inadivity ; indeced, there was one
of them very remarkable for his Game, (nor was
any of them wanting in that Refpedt) but
ftruck fifty fair Blows without doing any Exe-
cution, therefore had no Place in my Affe@tion,
becaufe every ftupid Clod can perform the fame.
- But why this Cockand Henps, full of Youth and
Life, and approv’d Goodnefs, did not breed bet-
ter, is the Thing peceflary to be enquired into,
and muft be accounted for, or elfe can never be
amended. ‘- The only Reafous that can be given
for it, therefore, are thefe ; The Cock was got
by the old Duck-/¥ing, when ecight Years old,
-and out of Mr Colfon’s Dolly-Pull¢t ; and tho’
he appear'd a very healthful Cock at that Age,
yet, it is impoflible, but his Conftitution muft
have been impair'd, by being cut {o often out of
Feather at that fatal Time of the Year, being
n September, befides being removed to, at leaft,
E2 twenty
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twenty different Places, where he muft meet with
bad Utage at fome of them; and tho’ his Sons,
which he got at that Age, appeard very gay,
and all of them won very handfomly, yet it is
poflible a Taint might enfue’ from the hard
Ufage the old Duck-/Ving Cock met with, and
lie conceal’d in the . firft Generation, or, at leaft,
not difcover it felf fo much in the furft as' the
{econd.

The fecond Reafon that is to be given for it,
might be owing to their different Way and Me-
thod of fighting, one being of the Bull-Dog
Kind, the other of a more a¢tive and ready Wa
of fighting, which is quite the reverfe, and 1s
very often the Occafion of Croffes miffing, tho’
there are very few, even of the Curious, that
look upon it to be material ; but I will venture
to fay, that no one can affure themfelves of a
Crofs being juft, without either confulting in
what Manner they fight, and wherein they ex-
cel, that they may crofs with Things proper to
fuit that Way of fighting, and keep up that
Excellence, or elfe by putting Relations toge-
ther after a proper Manner: I don’t fay, but
good Fowl may, and have been bred, without
confulting either of thofe Methods, and chiefly
by relying upon Youth and Blood ; but yet
there is not that Certainty in it, as in the for-
mer Ways, which was the Reafon of my un-
dertaking to nominate three different Sorts that
might excel, the better to furnifh the Publick
with Ideas of what never enter'd the Verge of
their Thoughts; not that it was, in my Opi-

nion,
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nion, more owing to the laft Reafon than the
firft, that the Fowl of Mr Boflo’s did not
breed better, but add them both together, and
they may appear to any Perfon of Judgment
as an Obftacle. ' :

1 alfo knew a Right Norril of Mr Heneage’s,
one of the very beft 1 everfaw, which fought
at Grantbam, put to'young Hens of Mr Agf=
lom's, Grand Daughters of the Old Duck-wing,
button'd in Left, which bred ‘asindifferent Fowl
as the other Inftance before mention’d, both
which Kinds excell'd refpetively : Now, there
are no Reafons to be given for this, but the
Cock’s being cut out of Feather, and harrafs'd
about, for he receiv'd no Damage by fighting,
and the Reafon that was given before.

- Thefe, with a great many more Inftances of the
like Nature that I have met with lately, give
me fufficient Ground to believe, that it is dange-
rous to purfue ftrange Breeds too much ; and
wherever a Crofs does hit, to make the beft Ufe
of it,according to the Rules laid down ; not but
I muft obferve before I conclude, that it ise-
qually as dangerous as it is advantageous, to put
Relations together, if not manag'd with a great
Deal of Caution j therefore, ftri¢t Examination
muft be made, that there be no Taint, whether
in their Nature or Conftitution, for it will cer-
tainly thew itfelf double in the Offspring ; like-
wife the fame in Shape, if there be any Defor-
mity or Difproportion it is a furc Means to en-
creafe it ; the fame alfo of their Irregularity in
fighting, an Addition of which will render them

quite
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quite aukwaid, for,; as I have obferv’d before,
there are a great many Sorts and Degrees of
Game-Fowl, that are deficient in feveral material
Points, and whcnever fuch Defeéts are difcover'd,

'tis neceflary they fhould be repaxrd before Re-
lations be put together ; for it is but reafonable
to think, that two tnﬂmg Failings become a
Fault, as well as two good anhﬁcanons help
to make an Excellence.

Of Breeding and Mamgemmt of tbem, ‘till fit
Jor Bufinefs. :

Have before defcribd the true Game-Cock
in’' fuch Manner as 1 would chufe to breed
from, therefore fhall begin with -the propereft
Months in the Year to breed in, which are
March, April;and May : Fang fometimes pro<
duces very fliff} fhapely Fowl, when the pre-
ceeding Months will not admit of i ity but yet it
is not proper to rely upon it in gencral, and
none will anfwer in that Month but {uch as are
bred from lengthy as well as youthful Fawl on
both Sides. -March is look’d upon by moft, to
be the beft Month in the Year, and which Ia-
gree to if it be moderate and open Weather, but
if attended with fevere frofty Mornings, and
cold, dry Winds, as it has in a particular Man-
ner diftinguifl'd itfelf for four or five Years laft
paft, it ftops Chickens of their Growth,
‘The only Thing I have to fpeak in Favour
of March, is the Advantage of having the firft

Fruits of the Hen’s Prodaétion, which is very
great
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- great, Nature being at that Time twice as
ftrong as at the latter End of the Summer, and
was I oblig’d to breed Fowl in Fame and Fuly,
as fome do, I would let my Hens it in March,
and bring up their Young, after ‘which, when
they come to be freth and luftful again, would
breed out of them ; for I am of Opinion, that if
a Hen begins to lay at Candlemas and continues
till Mayday, tho fhe is ever fo frefh and young,
it is as long as fhe can poflibly produce out
worth fetting ; and I have obferv’'d, that every
Lowter have been confiderably lefs than other;
when a Hen is ftrongly inclin’d to fit; but the
beft Month in the Year is Apri/, for in thie
Month the Weather is more temperate, and
Chickens may be permitted: to go out four or
five Hours ina Day, for it is not to be fuppos'd
what Difference there is betwixt Chickens that
are confin'd too much in the Houfe in' cold
Weather, as from the latter End of February
until the Middle of AMarch, and thofe which are
bred in dpr#; and was Ia perfon qualify’d to
breed a Number, I would have them all come
as near the Month of pril as poflible.  May
is not amifs, but does not in general, produce fo
tong Fowl as the former Months do, yet it is
foon enough for Chickens to come that are bred
from lengthy as well as youthful Fowl, fo that
there is no Neceflity for any one to confine
themfelves to one Month, but fhould breed
fooner or later as the Fowl require: It is no
Matter how foon Eggs are gather'd from old
Hens, becaufe they don’t lay either fo foon or

{o
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fo many as young ones do, ‘nor do the Fow! run
fo much into a prepofterous Length as the Pro-
duét of young ones.

The next Thing I fhall treat of with Regard
to Breeding, 'is Places proper for it 3 a great ma-
ny are of Opinion, that any Place will do, pro-
vided it.be an odd One, which Notion will ad-
mit of fome Contradi&ticn, becaufe there are di-
vers Places, fuch as Hovels, Windmills, 5.
which lie too much cxpos'd to cold Weather at
the Spring of the Year: There is here and

% there a Cottage-Houfe which may ferve for that

End, for generally fpeaking, thereis a little
Garden which affords a great deal of Pleafure
and Warmth ; * but the beft and moft natural
Places to breed early Birds at, are private Farm-
Yards, which afford both Plenty and Variety of
Meat all the Spring 3 fuch a Place as this is far
preferable to any other that can be found out,
where Fowl muft be Hand-fed, for if due Care
be not taken both as to Quantity and Quality of
Meat, they will decline very much in one Year’s
Time ; befidesthe Want of Exercife that a Farm-
Yard affords, for high Keeping, with a moderate
uantity of Hens, requires Exercife in them as
well as Horfes and other Creatures ; but here
is the Misforune, there is not one Breeder in
an hundred that will be at the Expence of a
Farm-Yard ; for fuppofe it to be a Tenant’s, it
can’t be expected to be taken up the whole Year
round, without a reafonable Confideration: In
this Farm-Yard I would breed, fometimes out of
four, five, or fix Sifters, juft as the Cock requi;’d
or



( 41 )
or Age ; with Staggs I would not exceed the

Number of three, becaufe they are fo full of
Mettle, that by conftant Treading, if they have

too many, Nature becomes weak, and fo con-

fequently will produce weakly Fowl; two,

three, and four Year old Cocks may difpenfe-
with five or fix, and at at five, fix, feven, and

eight Year old, would leflen their Number as

they advanced in Years: There are fome Bree-

ders even of the celebrated Race, which put ten

Hens to a Cock without any Exception to Years -
or ought elfe, and the Realon they give, why
they do it, is, becaufe one Strain from the Cock
is fufficient for the whole Lowter ; which No~
tion is quite wrong, and it is fo far evident to
the contrary, that tho’ a Hen has been with a
Cock a Week or ten Days, which, was it poffi-
ble to be done, is long enough, upon taking him
away, that it is not fufficient to firain above eight
or nine Egs, which is far fhort of the whole
Lowter; nay,.there is a great deal of Room to
obje& againft the Truth of this, becaufe there
has been innumerable Proofs, that upon taking
up a Cock from a Hen and putting down ano-
ther, after flinging away three or four Eggs at
the moft, the Remaining Part fhall all be got
by the fecond Cock : This 1 fay, {feemingly con-
tradifts the other, yet it is poffible they may
both be true, becaufe the Seed of the fecond
Cock may deftroy that of the firft, and render it
of none Effe®t. But when all thefe Doubts are
anfwered, what do they avail to the Truth of

Breeding ; for fuppofe there be a Neceflity of
F putting
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putting a fecond Cock down to Hens, it is pro-
per they fhould be all clear before an Egg be-
faved from him, tho’ there be half a Dozen with
him, or elfe how muft a Perfon come to the
Trath of his Breed ; for Suppofition will never
do in breeding Cocks.

There is another great Difpute among Bree-
ders' concerning Rucking Eggs, whether they
will be as good as the prior Part of the Lowter
or not? To-which I anfwer, that there will be
no Difference as to Goodnefs or Way of fighting,
but will be fmaller and weaker than the Genera-
lity of the reft; for when a Hen rucks, fhe is
depriv’d of all her Luft, and does not receive
the Cock with that . Warmth . and Vigour,
at fuch Times as fhould firain thofe Eggs,
as'at other Times, nor are they nigh fo well
filled. As for flinging away the firft, it is for
Fafhion’s Sake more than any Reafon a Breeder
can give ; and among the many idle Notions that
is one: But the beft Way to avoid all Difputes
concerning Rucking Eggs, is to omit fetting of
them, which is not to be done effectually with-
out taking up eévery - Hen as {foon as they ruck,
into fome adjacent Place, and keep them up in a
Pen without Straw, ’till they have laid out all
their Rucking Eggs ; and at the fame Time it is
neceflary to give them a little warm Meat once or
twice during the Time, for it will help to encreafe
their Luft and make them cleave to the Cock a

reat deal fooner ; by this Means you have not
only the full Strength of every refpeétive Hen,

but may geta great many more than by fuffering
: them



s o -

( 43 )
them to fit two or three Days before they are
turned off’ their Nefts. There remains another
Thing in the Practice of fetting Eggs, which I
look upon to be very trifling, and that is the
thiring or picking out thofe which are addle; if
a Cletch are a Fortnight of gathering, and kept
the fame Quantity of Time before they are fet,
in cold Weather, as is very common, there will
then be as many addle as otherways, and it may
not be amifs upon fuch Sufpicion to examine
them ; butif Eggs are gathered as they ought
to be, tho’ it be a Fortnight from one Hen, and
kept in a Place where there is a moderate
Warmth, and {et immediately after the Num-
ber of eleven are gathcred, which Number I
would not exceed early in the Year, what Ne-
neflity can there be for endeavouring to find out
fuch as are addle; but Thave no Notion of hav-
ing many fuch, for I can fafely take it upon
Oath, in the Year 1741, I fet upwards of an hun-
dred from four odd Hens, and had only four faul-
ty in the whole Number; and the greateft Fail-
ing thatIfind among Breeders with regard to
fetting Eggs, is the Negle&t of providing fitting
Hensin due Time, for it is proper they fhould
be procured three or four Days before there is
Occafion ' for them, during which Time they
will have Laid outall their Rucking Eggs, and
be fure to fit ficady ; but lcaft they fhould not,
or an Egg be added to the Number, which
thould be all mark’d, ’tis proper to examine eve-
1y Neft two or threc Days after they are fet :
There is a great deal alfo in forming a Neft after

F 2 a
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a proper Manner, and mind that it is not too
deep, for if fo, there is no Relief for fome Part
of them, 'but muft be crowded one upon ano-
ther, fo that fome will receive a great deal more
Warmth than others, becaufe the Hen cannot
turn them as Nature direfts, the Want of which
commonly produces {mall Cletches.

The next Thing neceflary to be obferv’d is the
bringing up of Chickens, which, if ftopt in their
Growth by bad Management, cannot arrive to
Perfection ; therefore, as foon as Chickens are
all hatch’d, it is proper they fhould be taken in-
to a Room which is pretty warm and dry, asa
boarded Floor with Straw at each Corner, for
the Hen to brood them on, or ¢lfe into a little
Straw Houfe, where nought can get to them
that is hurtful ; for tho’ the Hen can give
Warmth to all Pasts of the Body while they
continue {mall, yet their tender Feet are apt to
be cold.

I need not be very particular as to the Diet-
ing Part, moft People being acquainted with it
therefore, fhall only obferve, that their Meat
ought not to be either too large or too dry,
while they are young : Milk is an excellent
Thing for them the firft Fortnight, and Cheefe
Cird ; and when they are large enough to eat
whole Oat-Meal, they fhould have Plenty of
Milk and Water with it, as being very dry
Food ; and whether their Food afterward be
Wheat or Barley, they ought to have Plenty
of Water ; for T have known Fowl reccive a
Taint in their Youth for want of it, in a dry
Scafon, : The
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The next Thing that follows is, the putting
out Staggs to Walks, there being divers Ways
of doing it ; but the moft prejudicial Way of
all is, the putting of them out to Mafter
Walks too {foon, as a great many do at three
and four Months old, without confidering the
ill Confequences of it ; for tho’ they are bred
ever fo carly, it muft be at a Time of the Year
when Corn is, generally fpeaking, thrafh’d out ;
therefore, their Dependance is chiefly upon be-"
ing fed once a Day with Hinder-ends, which
they get a very {mall Share of among a Num-

ber of Hens; befides, the Detriment they muft
" receive, thro’ a Neceffity of performing Family-
Duty, which they are not capable of at that
Age, but ought rather to referve that Strength,
which they are needlefly deprived of] till they
have an Opportunity of fhewing their Valour
another Way ; and it is as much owing to this,
as any one Thing that T can mention, that we
have fo many flat fided, flender bon’d, loofe
feather'd Cocks ; and, I think, of the two bad
Ways, it is a great deal worle than letting Staggs
run under, tho’ it be a whole Year.

A better Way than either of thefe is, to keep_
them together, by Hand-feeding, till Harveft
is all got in, for then early Staggs are able to
encounter with a few Hens; befides, at that
Time of the Year, Hens are either fitting or
molting ; and thofe which are not, are not fo
craving, as from the Spring of the Year till
Fuly : But then again, there is one Misfortune
attends this Way, as thofe Staggs won’t go

under
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under, there muft either be a Supply of freth
Walks every Year, or elfe a lefler Number bred
one. Year, to make Room for a greater the next ;
therefore, this is not the perfet Way, tho’ it
differs only in this, inftead of putting them out
at Michaelmas, 1 would continue them toge-
ther in a Farm-Yard all Winter, and until the
old Cocks were fought off, to the End, that
they might fucceed them: But I muft obferve,
that there ought not to be a Female of any
Age with them, leaft it occafion a Civil War
amongft them; nor muft their Comb and Gills
be cut during the Time of their Cohabitation
together, but rather when they are about three
Months old, or elfe, not till- they go out to
Walks: But I think the former much the beft
Way, becaufe the moft of them being nigh
a Year old, before they can take Mafter,.
Walks by this Method, their Combs will be
apt to be too full grown, and therefore will
loofe too great a Quantity of Blood.

I fhall conclude the whole by fhewing a Ne-
ceflity for keeping proper and regular Books,
with the Manner of doing it: A great many
Breeders content themfelves with kecping a
fmall and imperfe&t Account of the Genealogy
of their Fowl, and think Books are only ufeful
for Memorandums of what Fowl are bred, and
where they are walked ; but I muft beg Leave
to give them to underftand, that it is very tma-
terial, to infert in a particular Manner, what
fuch and fuch Cocks and Hens are defcended

from, which are put together every Year, or
clfc



{247 5}

elfe, how can they form any Judgment how to
make proper Crofles in their own Family ? This
Negle& 1 look upon to be very much the Oc-
cafion of a great many good Breeds being loft,
for want of knowing how far they were related,
or whether they were related at all or not.

A Man that would be a curious Breeder of
Cocks, ought to be a good Genealogift, and car-
ry all in his Head that is material to be inferted
in the Book, with regard to Pedigree ; and I
am of Opinion, that there ought to be two
Books, one for Memorandums, during the Time
of Breeding, the other to give a fatisfattory Ac-,
count of the Parentage of Fowl, and where
they are walked : In the former Book, you are
to take an Account, Firft, Of what Places you
breed at, what Fowl you have at each Place,
and how they are marked : Secondly, You are
to take an Account of the Quantity of Eggs
fet in every Cletch, from each Place, and where
they are fet: Thirdly, When Chickens come off
you are to crofs out the Eggs, and fet down fo
many Chickens come off at fuch a Time, men-
tioning the Place where they are to be brought
up; and when any dies, or happen any Misfor-
tune, you muft reduce the Number according-
ly : Laftly, When they arrive at that Agg, fo
as to diftinguifh handfome Pullets from others,
which will be about the Time when Cockrels
ought to have their Combs either cut or pulled,’
the whole Number then thould be collected to-
gether, killing of thofe Pullets that are ufelefs,
the reft muft be taken an Account of as well as

the
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the Cocks: This is the fole Ufe of the Memo-
randum Book. ' ‘

The Second 'is of no Ufe till Staggs go out
to Walks, ‘wherein, Firft, You muft copy from
the other what Places you breed at that Year,
from what Fowl they are bred, and what they
are derived from, for three Generations of each
Side ; Secondly, when they go out to Walks,
you are to take an Account of every Cock and
Hen, where they are walked, what Fowl they
are bred from, what Colour they are of, and
what Marks they have, both natural and artifi-
cial ; becaufe, you may be deecived in the lat-
ter ; Laftly, When any. Cock happens a Misfor-
tune,” fo as either to be flole, or killed by Acci-
dent, the faid Cock muft be crofs'd ont of the
Book, adding the Misfortune ; alfo when Cocks
are fought off. ;

F I N I G
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