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ADVERTISEMENT

The first volume of the Massachusetts Historical Collections was
printed in 1792. Since that time the Society has completed the First

and Second Series, each comprising ten volumes ; and this is the fifth

volume of the Third Series.

The labor of preparing these volumes for the press has been per-

formed gratuitously ; they have been publislied at the expense of the

Society ; and the sales have not been sulHcicnt to reimburse the cost.

Little eflbrt has been made to extend their s;ile, as it has not been an
object of the Society to make them a source of income.

At a meeting of the Society April SO, 1835, it was voted to invite a

subscription to tiie work, to publish one volume annually, and to put the

price at one dollar a volume.

AuiTusl

JOSEPH E. WORCESTER,
JOSEPH H. FELT,
ALEXANDER YOUNG,
CONVERS FRANCIS,

15, 18:3G.

Publishing Committee

of Ikis Volume.

The Pubii.shing Committee of the next volume arc Hon. Nahum
IMlTl IIKI.I., Rev. Al.KXANDER YoU.N(i, LeMUKI. SuATTUCK, Esq. of RoS-
ton, anil Rev. Samdei. Sew am., of Burlington, to whom all counnunica-
tious and manuscript;) intended for publication, may be addressed.



COLLECTIONS.

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress held at
Albany, in 1754.

[The following Journal of the Commissioners who met in Congress at

Albany, in 1754, for the purpose of treating with the Six Nations of In-

dians and concerting a scheme of general unif)n of the British American
Colonies, is printed from a heretofore unpublished Manuscript deposited

in the Library of the Historical Society. Of this assembly Hutchinson,
in his History of Massachusetts, Vol. HI. p. 20, justly remarks, that it

"was the most deserving of respect of any which had ever been conven-
ed in America, whether we consider the Colonies which were represented,

the rank and characters of the delegates, or the purposes for which it

was convened."
Some use was made of this MS. Journal by Mr. Minot, in his Con-

tinuation of the History of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, Vol. f.

p. 188, where may be found " The Plan of Union" which was drawn up
by Dr. Franklin, and agreed to by the Convention. This Plan, with

reasons and motives for each article, is contained in the different editions

of Franklin's Writings ; and an imperfect form of the same instrument
has been inserted in the 7th volume of the First Series of our Collec-

tions, page 203.

This^Convention assembled, as it appears by the Journal, in 1754, on the

19th of June, though it is stated in the 7th volume of the Collections, pp.
75 and 203, and in various other authorities, that it met on the 14th of
June ; and it was dissolved, as it is mentioned on the 77th page of the

same volume, on the 1 1th of July. But the Journal breaks off abruptly

on the 10th of July, without giving the Plan of Union that was agreed
upon.

Mr. Sparks, in his edition of Franklin's Writings, has made, in rela-

tion to this Convention and Plan of Union, a statement of facts and some
remarks, from which we make the following extracts.

" The prospect of a French war, and the hostile attitude already as-

sumed by tribes of Indians on the frontiers, induced the British Govern-

ment to seek for the means of providing for a timely and efficient re-

1
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sistance in the Colonies. With a view to this end an order was sent

over by the Lords of Trade, directing that Commissioners should be ap-

pointed in several of the Provinces to assemble at Albany. The imme-

diate object was to conciliate the Six Nations, by giving thcni presents,

and renewing a treaty, by which they should be prevented from going

over to the French, or being drawn away by the Indians under their in-

fluence.

"The day appointed for the assembling of the Commiosioners was the

Nth of June, 1764, at Albany, but they did not meet till the 19th ; when

it was found that the following Colonies were represented, namely, New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York,

Pennsylvania, and Maryland. The whole number appointed was twenty-

five, who all attended.

" Before Franklin [one of the delegates from Pennsylvania] arrived in

Albany he had sketched the outline of a plan, which ho had shown to

some of his friends in New Yoik, particularly to James Alexander and

Mr. Kennedy, who he says were " gentlemen of great knowledge in pub-

lic affairs. " Ho obtained their remarks on his project, as well as (hose

of Cadwallader Golden, allcrwards Lieutenant-Governor of New York,
and celebrated for his talents and learni;'g. When the members of the

Committee met, several plans were presented, but after consultation ths-

-preference wa^ given to Frar.klin's, which was reported to the Conven-
tion on the iUth of Juno. The debates on the various topics embraced
in the plan continued for twelve days. It was considered a question ot"

moment, whether an act of Parliament was not necessary to establish

Buch a union. This question was decided in the aflirmative. The Con-
vention dissolved on the I Ith of July, and the Plan of Union was adopt-

ed on that (lay or the day preceding.

•' It is a lingular fact, that Franklin and Hutchinson, who were mem-
bers of the Convention, and Pownall, who was in Albany at the time, all

say that the Plan was iinammouslij agreed to. Jlitkliinsons Ilislonj of
^f(l!l.<^aclln!tcllx, Vol. HI. p. '2.i. Whereas it is anirmed by Dr. Trum-
bull, that the " Ci)mmissioner3 from Connecticut wore wholly opposed to

the plan
; they imagined that it was dangerous to the liberties of the

Colonics, and that such a government would not act with that despatch
and energy, which might bo reasonably expected by his 3Iajcsty." His-
tory of Connecticut, Vol. H. p. .13.3. The same assertion is contained ia

a paper published by the Ass.!ml)ly of Connecticut, assigning reasons for

n<it acceding to the All)iiny IMan of Union. It is not easy to explain
this discrepancy. Ah the Connecticut delegates voted at first, with the
others, that some plan of union was necessary, perhaps they did not
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openly oppose the one that was adopted, but acquiesced, and hence it was
inferred that they approved it.*

" Hut whatever unanimity there was in the convention, the Plan of Un-
ion met with very little favor abroad. It was rejected by all the Colonial

Assemblies before which it was brought. In England it was so unac-

ceptable to the Board of Trade, that they did not even recommend it to

the notice of the King. Franklin says, "The Assemblies all thoufrht

there was too much prerogaiive in it, and in England it was thought to

have too much of the democratic. ^^ Considering this rejection by the two

parties for opposite reasons, it was his opinion thirty years afterwards,

that his plan was near the true medium. The British Government had

another scheme, by which the governors of the Provinces, and certain

members of the councils^ were to assemble at stated times and transact

affairs relating to war and to general defence. This was carried into

partial effect in the case of General Braddock, and on one or two other

occasions.

" The governor of Virginia did not send delegates to the Albany Con-

vention. He was so much occupied with the French on the frontiers of

that Province, and with projects for Indian alliances, that he had no leis-

ure for other undertakings In a letter to Lieutenant-Governor Delan-

cey, dated March 21st, he says ; "As to the concerting of measures with

the other governments, the time will not admit of it, as what is to be done

must be done immediately. I hope to see at least two of the Chiefs of

the Six Nations at Winchester in May, as the design of that meeting is

to make a peace between the Northern and Southern Indians ; after

which to make a strict alliance between them and all the British sub-

jects on this continent." Dinwiddie''s MS. Letter-Books. The governor

failed, however, in this vast project. The meeting at Winchester was

attended by a few Indians only, of subordinate rank, who came chiefly

to receive his presents, and nothing was done. In truth he had a scheme

of his own, which stood in the way of his joining in a general union.

The year before he had recommended to the Board of Trade, that the

colonies should be divided into two parts, constituting a northern and

southern district, in each of which some kind of supervising power was

to be established. Similar views were entertained by other persons, and

were discussed in the Albany Convention.

" There are evidences that Franklin's thoughts had been for some time

turned to a union of the Colonies. He had thrown out hints to this

[* Gov. Livingston, (1 Hist. Coll. VII. 77) says that the Plan " was approved at the time

by every member of the Congress except Mr. Delancey ;" and Smith, in his History of New
York, II. 183, says, " except Mr. Delancey, every member consented to this Plan, and ho
made no great opposition."—Publishing Committee.^
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effect in his newspaper. The Pennsylvania Gazette for May 9th, 1754,

contains an account of the capture by the French of Captain Trent's

party, who were erecting a fort (afterwards Fort Duquesne) at the Fork of

the Ohio. The article was undoubtedly written by the editor. After nar-

rating the particulars, and urging union to resist aggression, he adds
;

*' The confidence of the French in this undertaking seems well grounded

in the present disunited state of tlie British Colonies, and the extreme

difhculty of bringing so many different governments and assemblies to

agree in any speedy and effectual measures for our common defence and

security ; while our enemies have the great advantage of being under

one direction, with one council, and one purse." At the end of the arti-

cle is a wood-cut, in which is the figure of a snake, separated into parts,

to each of wliich is affixed the initial of one of the Colonies, and at the

bottom in large capital letters the motto. Join or Die. It is well known,

that this device was adopted with considerable effect at the beginning of

the Revolution. In some of the newspapers of that day the mutilated

snake makes a conspicuous head-piece, running across the page, and

accompanied with the same significant motto."

[As the Plan of Union which has been inserted in the 7th volume of the

Collections above referred to, is imperfect, it is thought advisable to

reprint this document in an authentic form from the Writings of Franklin,

It will be found at the end oftiie Journal.

—

Publishing Committee.]
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Instructions to the Commissioners.

WILLIAM SHIRLEY, Esq. Captain General and

(L. S.) Governor in Chief in and over his Majesty's Prov-

ince of the Massachusetts Bay in New England,

To Samuel Welles, John Chandler, Thomas Hutchinson,

Oliver Partridge, and John Worthington, Esq'rs, Greeting.

Whereas, in pursuance of letters from the right honorable

the Lords Commissioners for Trade and the Plantations,

dated the 20th of August and 19th of September, 1753, to

the Governors of several of his Majesty's Plantations in North
America, a General Convention of Commissioners for their

respective Governments is appointed to be held at the city of

Albany in the month of June next, for holding an interview

with the Indians of the Five Nations and making them presents

on the part of the said Governments usual upon such occa-

sions, in order to confirm and establish their ancient attach-

ment to his Majesty and their constant friendship to his Ma-
jesty's subjects on this continent ; and whereas the Great and
General Court or Assembly of the Province of the Massa-
chusetts Bay aforesaid, have elected and appointed you to

represent and appear for the said Province at the Conven-
tion aforesaid for the purposes abovementioned ; as also for

entering into articles of Union and Confederation with the

aforesaid Governments for the general defence of his Majes-

ty's subjects and interests in North America, as well in time

of peace as of war :

—

Now I do, by these presents, empower and commissionate

you, the said Samuel Welles, John Chandler, Thomas Hutch-
inson, Oliver Partridge, and John Worthington, as Commis-
sioners (or any three of you) to appear for and represent the

Province of the Massachusetts Bay aforesaid, at the proposed

Convention of Commissioners to be held at the city of Albany
in the month of June next, then and there to concert with the
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Commissioners (from all or any of iiis Majesty's BiiiishGovcrn-

meiils) that may ho th(Me convened, such measures as may he

judged proper for the j)ur|)os(;s aforesaid, and to agree iijioii

tlie same ; and lierein you must observe such instructions as

are herewith delivered you, or may from time to time he

given you by the Great and General Court or Assembly of

this Province.

Given under my hand and the public seal of the Province

of the Massachus{;tts Bav aforesaid, th(; nineteenth day

of April, 1754, in the twenty-seventh year of his Ma-
jesty's reign.

W. SIIIRLEV.
By his Excellency's command.

J. WiLLARD, Secretary.

A true copy.

Attest, Samuel Welles,
John Chandler,
Ol'r. Partkiocie,

John ^VoRTIll^GTO^.

Province of New Hampshire.

GP:0RGE the second, by the -race of God of

(sit) Great Britain, France and Ireland King, Defender
of the Faith, &:c.

To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting.

Whereas we have ordered a sum of money to be issued for

presents to the Six Nations of Indians, and to direct our Gover-
nor of New York to hold an interview with them for delivering

those presents, for burying the hatchet, and for rcnewini; ihe

covenant chain with them ; and inasmuch as (lie attempts
that have been made to withdraw them from our interest ap-
pear to us to make a general interview more jiarticularly ne-
cessary at this time, and that all our Colonics whosci interest

and security is connected with and depends upon those In-

dians, should be present at and join in such interview:

—

Know ye therefore that we, reposing much trust and confi-

dence in the integrity and ability of the lion. Theodore Atkin-
son, Esq. the Hon. Richard Wibiid, Esq. two of our Council of
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1

our said Province, tho Hon. Meshech Weare, Esq., Speaker of

the General Assembly of our said Province, and Henry Sher-

burne, Jr., Esq., also a member of the said General Assembly,

have, by and with the advice of our trusty and well beloved

Benning VVentworth, Esq., our Governor and Commander in

Chief of our Province of New Hampshire aforesaid, named,
made, constituted and appointed, and we by these presents

name, make, constitute and appoint the said Theodore Atkin-

son, Esq., Richard Wibird, Esq., Meshech Weare, Esq., Henry
Sherburne, Esq., our true and undoubted Commissioners, here-

by giving unto them full power and authority as well as our

special comniHiid, to repair to our city of Albany, or other

place where the said interview may be held and carried

on, and there, by the whole or major part of those of them
that shall be present at the said interview, for us and in our

name, together with such other Commissioners as shall be

regularly appointed from our other Colonies and Provinces in

America to attend at the said interview, to agree upon, con-

sult and conclude what may be necessary for establishing a

sincere and lasting friendship and good harmony with the said

Six Nations of Indians, and, if necessary, for us and in our

name to sign every thing so agreed upon and concluded, and
to do and transact all matters and things that may appertain

to the finishing the abovesaid work.

In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of our said

Province of New Hampshire to be hereunto affixed.

Witness, Benning Wentworth, Esq., our Governor and
Commander in Chief of our said Province of New Hamp-
shire in New England, this third day of June, 1754, and
in the twenty-seventh year of our reign.

B. WENTWORTH.
By his Excellency's command.
Theodore Atkinson, Secretary.

Copy examined per

Theodore Atkinson,
R. WlBIRD,
Meshech Weare,
Hen. Sherburne, Jr.



12 Proceedings of the Congress

THOMAS FITCH, Esq., Governor and Com-

{mT'l-nT.n?^" ) niander in Chier of his Majesty's English Colo-
euiun.i-.

j^^ (j|- Connecticut in New England, in America,

To William Pitkin, Roger Wolcott, Jr., and Elisha Wil-
j^

liams, Esq'rs, Greeting. jl

\Vhereas you are by the General Assembly of the said

Colonv nominated and ajipointed to be Commissioners in be-

half of said Colony to meet such Commissioners as are or

?;hall be appointed by his Majesty's other Governments in

America, at a general interview at Albany, on the fourteenth

day of June next, and join with them in concerting proper

measures for the general defence and safety of his Majesty's

subjects in said (Jovernments and the Indians in alliance with
them, against the French and iheir Indians :

—

Therefore, in |)ursuance of said Act of Assembly, you, the

said William Pitkin, Ko^er Wolcott, Jr., and Elisha Wil-

liams, Esquires, are commissioned, authorized and em-
powered in behalf of his INIajesty's Colony of Connecticut,

to meet the Commissioners apj)ointed bv his Majestv's other

(jovernmcnts in America, at Albany on the fourteenth day of

June next, and iti concert with sucli Commissioners from his

Majesty's other Governments as shall meet there, to consult

proper measures for the general defence and safety of his

Alajesty's subjects in said (iovernmcnts and the Indians in his

alliance against the French and their Indians, and to use and
pursue proj)er measures in pursuance of your instructions from
the said (icnfral Assembly rrlatini: to the matters aforesaid.

Given under my hand and the |)ul)lic seal of the Colony of
Connecticut, in Hartford, this 80th day of May, Anno
regni Regis (n'orgij 2di: Magn: Britian: &:c. 27mo.
Annocj: I)()mini, IT.Ji.

THOxMAS FITCH.
lly his Honor's conuiiand.

CiFoRcji. Wvi.i.vs, S( Cretan/.

True coj)y, examined p«:r

Wm. Pitkin, 1 ^
JUXiF.R \> OI.COTT, Jh. >

El.lSIIA \\ II.I.IAMS. )
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By the Honorable WILLIAM GREENE, Esq. Gov-

ernor and Captain General of the English Colony

of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations in New
England, in America.

To Stephen Hopkins and Martin Howard, Jr., Esq'rs,

Greetino;.

Whereas the General Assembly of this Colony have on their

part chosen and appointed you to meet with the Commis-
sioners of the other Governments at Albany, on the fourteenth

day of this instant June, and join with them in a treaty with

the Six Nations of Indians, in order to secure the interest of

his Majesty and his good subjects in those parts :

—

I do therefore, by virtue of an Act of the General Assembly

of this Colony, authorize, empower and commissionate you, the

said Stephen Hopkins and Martin Howard, Jr., forthwith to

repair to Albany aforesaid, and there, in behalf of this Colony,

to meet and join with the other Commissioners in consulting

what methods are proper to be used to preserve the friend-

ship of the aforesaid Six Nations of Indians, and their attach-

ment to the British interest in America ; and also what else

may be necessary to prohibit the French and their allies the

Indians from encroaching on the lands within the dominions~
. .... *

I
•

of his Majesty; and in general, as far as the abilities ot this

Government will permit, to act in conjunction with the said

Commissioners in every thing necessary for the good of his

Majesty's subjects in those parts, and to answer, as iar as we
can, the designs of his Majesty's instructions to this Colony

communicated to us by the Earl of Holderness.

In testimony whereof, I do hereunto set my hand and cause

the seal of the Colony aforesaid to be hereunto affixed,

this twelfth day of June, one thousand seven hundred

and fifty-four, and in the twenty-seventh year of the

reign of his most sacred Majesty George the Second, by

the Grace of God King of Great Britain, &c.

W. GREENE.
By his Honor's command.

Tho. Ward, Secretary.

A true copy, examined by Stephen Hopkins,

Mar. Howard, Jr.



14 Proceedings of the Congi ess

Pennsylvania, ss.

GEORGE THE SECOND, by the Grnre of God of Great

Britain, France and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith,

and so forth,

To our trusty and well beloved John Penn, Richard Peters,

Isaac Norris and Benjamin Franklin, of the city of Phila-

delphia, Esquires, Greeting.

Whereas the honorable James Delancey, Esq., our Lieuten-

ant Governor and Commaiuicr in Chief of our Province of New
York, has received our directions to hold an interview with our

loving and good allies the Six United Nations of Imlians, at the

citv of Albany within our said Province, for delivering to them

our ])resents and for renewing the covenant chain with them,

and has fixed upon the fourteenth day of June ensuing for
,

this purpose ; and it has been usual, when an interview has

been held with these Indians, for all his Majesty's Colonies

whose interest and security is connected with and depends

upon them, to join in such interview ; and it appears to us that

tli(^ j)resent disposition of those Indians and the attempts

which have been made to withdraw them from our interest,

do make such a {general interview more j)articularly necessary

at this time, when the subjects of the French have actually

marched into, and erected forts, and committed hostilities

wilhin the known limits of our dominions :

—

Know ye, that rejiosing special trust and confidence in your

loyalty, aliilities and prudence, we have thought fit to nomin-

ate and appoint you, the said John Penn, Richard Peters,

Isaac Norris and Benjamin Franklin, and every of you, our

Commissioners on behalf of our Governor of our Province

of Pennsylvania aforesaid, in conjunction with our Lieutenant
Governor of New York, and with the Commissioners of the

the other (iovernments, to treat with the; Six United Nations

of Indians at Albany, or with their or any or every of their

chiefs or delegates, and with them to nnew, ratify and con-

firm the leagues of amity subsisting betweiMi us and the said

nations of Indians, and to make them the presents that have
been provided for them by the Governor and Assembly of our

said Province of P(Minsvlvania ; and furth(T to do, act, trans-

act and finally to eonchub" and agree uitii the Indians afore-

said, all and every other matter and thing, which to you shall
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appear necessary for the engaging them heartily in our inter-

est and for frustrating any attempts which have been made to

withdraw them from it, as fully and amply to all intents, con-

structions and purposes, as our Governor of our Province of

Pennsylvania aforesaid might or could do, being personally

present; hereby ratifying, confirming and holding for firm and
efiectual whatsoever you, the said John Penn, Richard Peters,

Isaac Norris and Benjamin Franklin, or any of you, shall law-

fully do in and about the premises.

In testimony whereof we have caused the great seal of our

said Province to be hereunto affixed. Witness, James
Hamilton, Esq., (by virtue of a commission from Thomas
Penn and Richard Penn, Esquires, true and absolute pro-

prietaries of the said Province, and with our royal appro-

bation) Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief
of the Province aforesaid, and counties of Newcas-
tle, Kent and Sussex upon Delaware, at Philadelphia,

the thirteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, and in the twen-
ty-seventh year of our reign.

JAMES HAMILTON.

A true copy, examined. Richard Peters,
Is. NORRIS,
B. Franklin.

Whereas his Majesty has been pleased to order a sum of

money to be issued for presents to the Six Nations of Indians,

and to direct his Governor of New York to hold an interview

with them for delivering those presents, for burying the hatch-

et, and for renewing the covenant chain with them : and
whereas, in obedience to his Majesty's pleasure signified to

them by the Lords of Trade, his Majesty's several Colonies on
this continent have resolved to join in such interview, and
have made a provision for sending each their Commissioners,

with such presents as have been usual on the like occasions

to the said Indian nations, as a means of securing more effec-

tually their affections to his Majesty and the British interest;

now, in dutiful compliance with his Majesty's requisition, as

well as from a sense of the importance it must be of to us
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and the several neiirhborinir Provinces, that tlicse nations be

retained in our alliance, more especially at this time, when
our enemies are endeavoring to withdraw them from our

friendship; we have thought lit to commission you, Col. Ben-
jamin Tasker and Major Abraham Barnes, fully trusting in

your known abilities and approved honor, to represent this

Province at the interview apj)ointed to be held at Albany, the

fourteenth day of June next, and then and theie to renew the

covenant chain, and enter into a league of amity with the

said Indian nations; and you shall deliver to them, with such

speeches as have been used on similar occasions, a present as

from his Majesty's dutiful suhjects of this Province of Maryland,

in money or goods (as to you shall appear most proper) to the

value of five hundred pounds, current money of this Province,

w hich money you will receive from the Treasurer of the

\Vest(;rn Shore ; and for tht; better conducting yourselves in

regard to the manner and form of the treaty to be entered

into at Albany with the said Six Allied Nations, you shall re-

fer yourselves for directions to the honorable James Uclancey,

Esq., his Majesty's Lieutenant Governor of New York.

And whereas I have had intimation that the Commissioners
from the several neishborin": Colonies will receive instructions

from their respective Governments, to concert measures with
the Commisioners from the other Provinces for the better se-

curing these Indians for tho future in our alliance, and pre-

vent their being alienated from our interests by the artifices

or insinuations of our enemies, as well as for the more easy

defence of his Majesty's dominions on this continent
;
you

shall, if any propositions of that nature are made by the Com-
missioners in b(^half of their respective Governments, let them
know that this Province is also disposed to contribute to the

execution of any g(Mieral scheme to promote such desirable

ends ; and you will take care to observe well what proposition

shall or may be made concerning such general scheme, and
commit the substance thertMjf to writing for mv information,

and to be laid before the Cicneral Assembly for their consider-

ation. But you are to understand that you arc not empow-
ered to stipulate or engage that this Province will advance
any sum of money or number of men toward erecting forts

or garrisoning them, or to any such purposes; but you shall

only well observe, what [)roposals are made by the other Com-
missioners, and endeavor to learn how far the execution of
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what they may propose can be necessary or useful, and con-

sider well the reasonableness of any such propositions, and in-

form yourselves whether the other Commissioners are author-

ized to stipulate and agree thereon ; and at your return you
shall inform me of these several particulars, and any other

things that may possibly occur to your notice ; that I may not

be ignorant after what manner we can best contribute to the

success of any such scheme as shall be proposed at the afore-

said interview, for the defence or utility of his Majesty's Ameri-

can dominions and subjects.

HOR'O. SHARPE.
Annapolis, June 30th, 1734.

A true copy, examined by Benj. Tasker, Jr.

A. Barnes.
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Albany, I9th June, 1754.

Proceedings of the Congress held at Albany bv the
Honorable James Delancev, Esq., Lieitenant Gov-
ernor AND Commander in Chief of the Province of

New York, and the Commissioners of the several
Provinces, now met in this city.

At a meetin2: in the Court House at Albany, on Wednes-

day, the 19th June, 1754, A. M. Present,

The Honorable the Lieutenant Governor of New York,

Joseph Murray, William Johnson, John Chambers, William

Smith, Esquires, of his Majesty's Council of this Province;

—

Samuel Welles, John Chandler, Oliver Partridge, John

Worthington, Esquires, Commissioners for Massachusetts

Bay ;-
Theodore Atkinson, Richard Wibird, Meshech \\care, Hen-

ry Slierburne, Jr., Esquires, Commissioners for his Majesty's

Province of New Hampshire ;

—

\Viiliam Pitkin, Roger Wolcott, Elisha Williiims, Esquires,

Commissioners for the Colony of Connecticut ;

—

Stephen Hopkins, INlartin Howard, Jr., Esquires, Commis-
sioners for the Colony of Rhode Island ;

—

John Pcnn, Richard Peters, Isaac Norris, Benjamin Frank-

lin, Esquires, Commissioners for the Government of Pennsyl-

vania ;

—

Benjamin Taskcr, Abraham Barnes, Esquires, Commission-

ers for the Government of Maryland.

His Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Xcw York having

yesterday directed Mr. Banyar, Deputy Secretary of the said

Province, to wait upon the Commissioners of the several

Provinces above named, to acrpiaint them that his Honor de-

sired they would meet him in Conned in the City Hall of

Albany this morning in order to produce their powers and
proceed upon business,

The said Commissioners being now accordingly met, took

th<;ir scats and produced their respective commissions, which
were read.
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His Honor then produced a letter from the right honorable

the Lords of Trade, bearing date the eighteenth of Septem-
ber last, out of which a paragraph was read.

Afterwards were read two minutes of the proceedings of

the Commissioners of Indian affairs in this city, dated the

15th and 18th instant ; also a remonstrance from the Oswego
traders to his Honor.

It was recommended as the first step necessary to be taken

at this Congress, that the Commissioners should consider

of the several matters they may judge proper to be proposed

to the Indians at the intended interview with them, and to

prepare the speech to be made on that occasion ; for which
purpose his Honor acquainted the Commissioners he would
direct the Secretary or Agent for Indian affairs to attend

them with the records of that office, and the Commissioners
of Indian affairs to meet together as often as there should be

occasion, in order that they might give them all the informa-

tion relative to Indian affairs.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, Wednesday
afternoon, the 19th June, 1754. Present,

The Council of New York and all the Commissioners, as

particularly named in the minutes of this morning.

The Board proceeded to take into consideration the mat-
ters recommended by his Honor in the morning. The whole
letter from the Lords of Trade was read, and is as follows

:

Whitehall, September ]8th, 1753.
Sir,

A few days after you sailed from Portsmouth, we received
a letter from Mr. Clinton, enclosing minutes of the proceed-
ings between him and a deputation of the Mohawk Indians at

Fort George, in the city of New York, in June last, with the
Journals of the Assemblv then sittins:.

You will, without doubt, upon your arrival be fully inform-
ed of the particular circumstances of this affair, the resent-

ment expressed by the Indians, and the abrupt and hasty
manner in which they went away ; and though, from the con-
fidence we have of your vigilant attention to whatever may
concern your Government, we are persuaded you will not



20 Proceedings of the Congress

have failed to have taken every necessary and prudent mea-
sure to obviate the fatal consequences which might attend

this alTair, yet we think it no h>ss our duty to embrace the

first opportunity of writing our sentiments to you upon it, and

of pointing out to you what appears to us necessary to be

done.

When we consider of how great consequence the friendship

and alliance of the Six Nations is to all his Majesty's Colonies

and Plantations in America in general, as well as to New
York in particular; when we con>itler that this friendship and

alliance is only to be gained and preserved by making pre-

sents to them at proper times and upon ])roper occasions, and

by an inviolable observance of all our engaizements with them
;

and when we recollect the attempts which have lately been
made to withdraw them from the British interest, we cannot

but be greatly concerned and surprised that the Province of

New York should have been so inattentive to the jrcmeral in-

terest of his Majesty's subjects in America, as well as to their

own particular security, as to have given occasion to the com-
plaints made by the Indians. But we are still more surprised

at the manner in which these complaints were received, the

dissatisfactory answers given to the Indians, and at their be-

ing suffered to de|):irt (though tln^ .Assemblv was tiien sitting)

without any measures taken to bring them to tem])er or to

redress their complaints.

This being the liiiht in which we see this affair, we think

it for his Majesty's service that you should taki; the verv fust

opportunity of representing to the Council and Assembly, in

the strongest manner, of how great importance it is to the

Province of New York to preserve the fritndshij) and allec-

lions of the Indians, and the fatal consequences which nmst
inevitably follow from a neglect of them ; that ^ou should

press them to join with and su|)|)ortyou in every measure^ vou

shall fmd it necessary to pursue in order to ii,\ them in the

British interest, more especiallv by making jiroper provision

for j)res('nts for them; uhich, joined to the j)rescnts allo^rd

by his Majesty, and which you will receive by this convey-

ance, may serve to facilitate this great end and to wipe away
all reuKMubrance of that neglect the Indians now complain of.

As a speedy interview with the Indians is from then- present

disposition become the more necessary, you will no d{)ui)t

think it proper to advise with the Council as to the time and
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place of meeting the Indians, in which points we trust you
will have a due regard to their convenience ; and as it ap-

pears from their complaints that Albany, which has been the

usual place of meeting, is obnoxious to them, you will, if you
find sufficient foundation for this complaint, appoint some
other place you shall think more for their ease and satisfac-

tion ; and we observe from a report of the Council and As-
sembly to Mr. Clinton, that Onondago is proposed as the most
proper place. We likewise hope that in the choice of the

persons who are to attend and assist you at this interview,

you will have a regard to such as are best acquainted with

the Indians and their affairs, and not obnoxious to them ; and
as a great deal depends upon the interpreters, we desire you
will be particularly careful to appoint such as are well ac-

quainted with the Indian language, and men of ability and

integrity.

We hope that the threats of the Mohawk Indians, when
they left New York, have not been carried into execution

;

but think it of absolute necessity, in order to obviate any ill

consequences which might attend these threats, that some
person of character and discretion should be immediately

sent amongst the Indians to acquaint them of your arrival,

of the presents his Majesty has ordered to be delivered to

them, and of your intention of holding an interview with

them for burying the hatchet and renewing the covenant

chain ; that this person should be carefully instructed to en-

deavor to remove any prejudices which the Six Nations may
have imbibed from the representations of the Mohawks, to

obviate the ill effects which would attend a general discontent

amongst them at so critical a conjuncture, and to put them

upon their guard against any attempts which may be made
to withdraw them from his Majesty's interest. And that

nothing may be wanting to convince the Indians of the sin-

cerity of our intentions, you will do well to examine into the

complaints they have made of being defrauded of their lands,

to take all proper and legal methods to redress their com-

plaints, and to gratify them, by reasonable purchases, or in

such other matter as you shall find most proper and agreeable

to them, for such lands as have been unwarrantably taken

from them, or for such other as they may have a desire ta

dispose of; and we recommend it to you to be particularly

careful for the future, that you do not make grants to any

3
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persons whatsoever of lands purchased by them of the Indians

upon their own account. Such practices have been found

in a neighboring Government to be attended with great mis-

chief and inconvenience. But when the Indians are disposed

to sell any of their lands, the purchase ought to be made in

his Al.ijesty's name and at the public charge.

As we find it has been usual upon former occasions when an

interview has been held with the Indians, for the other neigh-

boring Governments in alliance with them to send Commis-
sioners to be joined with those of New York ; and as the

present wavering disposition of the Indians equally affects the

other Provinces, we have wrote to the Governors of Virginia,

Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Hampshire, Massachusetts

Bay and New Jersey, desiring them to represent to their re-

spective Assemblies the utility and necessity of this measure,
and to urge them to make proper provision for it ; and there-

fore it will be necessary, that when you have settled the time

and place of meeting, you should give them early notice of

it ; and this leads us to recommend one thing more to your
attention, and that is, to take care that all the Provinces be
(if practicable) comprised in one general treaty, to be made
in his Majesty's name ; it appearing to us that the practice of
each Province making a separate treaty for itself in its own
name is very improper, and may be attended with great in-

convenience to his Majesty's service.

So we bid you heartily farewell, and are your very loving

friends and humble servants,

UiNK Halifax,
.1. Grenville,
Drri'LiN.

To Sir Danvcrs Osborn, Governor of New York.
Albany^ June, \lb\.

A true copy of the original,

Examined by Gro. Banyar, D. Sec^'y.

And also were read the following ])apers from the Commis-
sioners of Indian affairs at Albany, viz.

Albanii, 15r/t June, 1754.

At a meeting of the Commissioners of Indian affairs at Mr.
Lutteridge's, Present,
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Col. Mynd't. Schuyler, Robert Sanders, Esq., Mayor of

the City, Syl't. Van Schaack, Recorder, Capt. Hubart Mar-

shall, Commander of the Fort, Cornelius Cuyler, John

Beekman, John Rensselaer, Jacob Coen't. Ten Eyck, Peter

Winne, Esquires, Peter Wraxall, Sec'y.

His Honor the Lieut. Governor, the Hon. James Delan-

cey, Esq. having directed Col. Mynd't. Schuyler to convene

the Commissioners of Indian affairs, that they might consult

together if they had any matters in particular to recommend
to his Honor upon the approaching interview with the Six

Nations ;

—

In consequence hereof, the Commissioners are of opinion

that the Six Nations, who now live dispersed and confused,

should in the most earnest manner be exhorted to unite and

dwell together in their respective castles, and that the Mo-
hawk nation should live in one castle only.

That his Honor apply to the Onondago Indians in partic-

ular, to direct and exhort them to live together in one castle,

.according to their ancient and prudent custom, and to cause

all their friends and relations wherever dispersed to join them,

particularly those who have separated themselves and live at

present at Oswegatchie, (on tbe south side of the river St.

Lawrence, to the eastward of Cadaraqui,) where the French

have lately fortified, have a garrison, and where a French

missionary constantly resides in order to draw them off from

our alliance. At this Oswegatchie the French have lately

made a settlement of Indians belonging to the Six Nations,

of which the greatest part are from Onondago and Cayuga.

That whereas the French have long been endeavoring to

prevail on the Senecas to come and settle at Irondequot, in

order to have them nearer to their settlements, the more easily

to effect their design of debauching them from the British in-

terest, the Commissioners are of opinion that his Honor should

insist on the Senecas, who at present live very remote from

one another, to make a general castle near the mouth of the

Senecas' river, where they have already begun to build a new
castle. This point has been several times recommended to

them by former Governors, and whicii they have faithfully

promised to do, but have not hitherto effected.

The Commissioners are of opinion that the most effectual
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method to retain and secure tlie Six Nations to the British

interest, will be to build two forts, one in Onondago, the

other in the Senecas' country, and that each fort be supplied

with a proper missionary.

They are further of opinion that the carrying and selling

rum in the castles of the Six Nations is of most pernicious

consequence to the public interest of this Colony in particular,

and to the British interest in general, with respect to our

Indian connections.

The Commissioners are also of opinion that no Frenchman,

upon any pretence whatsoever, should be suffered to reside or

trade amongst the Six Nations ; and that the said Six Nations

should be directed to send those Frenchmen away who now
trade or reside amongst them, and to warn them not to return,

those French emissaries having always been of fatal conse-

quence to the British interest amongst the Six Nations.

A true copy from the records of Indian Affairs.

Tetrr \V rax all, Sec'^ij.

Albany, ISth June, 1754.

At a meeting of the Commlss'roners of Indian affairs at

the house of Robert Lutteridge, Present,

Peter Winne, Sylvant. Van Schaack, Recorder, Mynd't.

Schuyler, John Beekman, Jacob Coen't. Ten Eyck, Esquires,

IFis Honor the Lieut. Governor havins: sent to Col. Mvnd't.

Schuyler to know what he should do with regard to the river

Indians at the approaching interview. Col. Schuvler tliought

projxT to convene the Commissioners that they might answer
his Honor upon this point.

They are of opinion that after the Six Nations arrive in

town, it will be lime enough to send a message to the said

river Indians.

Whereas divers complaints have been made to the Commis-
sioners of Indian afl'airs, that the Indians at Canajoharie

castle do forcibly take rum fiom the Oswej^o traders in their

passage by the said castle; and also that the Oneida Indians

obliged the traders to let liiem carry their goods over the car-

rvin^ [)lace, and to pay them double and something more than

double the customary price w hiih the Ciermans are readv and

willing to take ; it is the opinion therefore of this Board that



held at Albany, in 1754. 25

his Honor be pleased, at the approachino; interview, to repre-

sent the injustice of these proceedings to the Six Nations, and
that it is a breach of their promises so solemnly made, and a
violation of their eno;agements entered into and frequently.

renewed with former Governors,

A true copy from the records of Indian Affairs.

Peter VVraxall, Sechj..

A remonstrance was then read to the Board from the Os-
wego traders to his Honor the Lieut. Governor of New York,
of which the following is a copy.

To his Honor James Delancey, Esq., Lieutenant Governor
and Commander in Chief of the Province of New York,
&c. &c. &c.

We, the traders (or handlers) to Oswego, most humbly beg
leave to remonstrate to your Honor the many hazards and
difficulties we are subject to in our passage thither, from the
ill treatment we meet with from the Indians : i. e. in passing
the Mohawks' and Canajoharie castles they board our batteaux
with axes, knives, &:c., and by force take what rum they think

proper, whooping and yelping as if they gloried in their de-
pretlations, and threatening murder to any that opposed them.
And on our arrival at the great carrying place, the Oneida
Indians force our goods from us at pleasure to carry over

;

and not content with making us pay a most exorbitant price

for each freight, but rob us of our rum, stores and other

goods, with a great deal of invective, threatening languao^e
;

and are generally so numerous that we are obliged to submit
to those impositions, or run the risk of being murdered, and
robbed of every thing we have. And to put their schemes
the better in execution, they force away the High Germans,
who generally attend with their horses, that we may be under
a necessity of employing them and paying whatsoever they
please to demand.
We therefore humbly pray your Honor to take these our

most severe grievances under due consideration, and fall upon
such methods to redress them as to you in your great wisdom
shall seem most expedient.

Accept of our most fervent prayers for your welfare and
prosperity, as we ever remain with all due deference, grat-
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itude and esteem, Sir, your Honor's most dutiful and most

humble servants.

To which forty-seven names were signed.

Oswego^ June ls7, 1754.

The following gentlemen were appointed a Committee to

prepare the draught of a g(Mieral sj)eech to be made by liis

Honor to the Indians, viz. William Johnson, Samuel Welles,

Theodore Atkinson, Elisha Williams, Martin Howard, Jr.

Isaac Norris, Benj. Tasker, Jr., Esquires, to whom were de-

livered the aforesaid papers.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning.

At a meeting at the Court House in Albany, on Thursday,

the 20th June, 1754, A. M. Present,

His Honor and the aforesaid Council of New York, and

several of the Commissioners.

The Committee appointed yesterday to prepare a draujjht

of a general speech to hn made to the Indians, not being

ready to make their report, the jioard adjourjicd till to-mor-

row morning.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Fridav,
the 21st June, 1754, A. M. Present,

His Honor the Eietit. (Jovernor, the Council of New York
aforesaid, all the Commissioners, and Thomas Hutchinson,
Esq., one of the Commissioners of Massachusetts 13av.

It was propositi by the (Jovernor, that to avoid all dispules

about the i)r«'ce(lency of the Colonies, they should be named
in the minutes according to their situation from north to south;
which was agreed to.

Peter ^Vraxall, Esq. was chosen Secretary (o this Board.
The Committee delivered in their draught of the general

•speech, which was read through, and afterwards paragraph
by paragrajih. Objections were made to some parts. The
Board not coming to any conclusion on the same, they ad-

journed till to-morrow morning.
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At a meeting in the Conrt House at Albany, on Saturday,

the 22d June, 1754, A. M. Present,

The Council of New York aforesaid, and all the Commis-
sioners, except John Chandler, Esq., one of the Commission-
ers for Massachusetts Bay.

The consideration of the draught of the general speech was
resumed, and one being agreed upon, Mr. Hutchinson and
Mr. Peters were desired to wait upon the Lieut. Governor
with the same.

Adjourned to Monday morning.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Monday,
the 24th June, 1754, A. M. Present,

The Council of New York aforesaid, and all the Commis-
sioners.

A motion was made that the thanks of this Board be given

to the Rev. Mr. Peters, one of the Commissioners for Penn-
sylvania, for his sermon preached yesterday, and that he be

desired to suffer the same to be printed. Which was unani-

mously agreed to,

Mr. Chambers and Mr. Peters were desired to wait upon
his Honor to request him to administer an oath to Mr. Wrax-
all for the due and faithful discharge of his office of Secre-

tary to this Board.

Adjourned to three o'clock this afternoon.

At a meeting as aforesaid, Monday afternoon, the 24th
June, 1754. Present,

His Honor the Lieut. Governor and the Council aforesaid

of the Province of New York, and all the Commissioners.

Mr. Chambers and Mr. Peters reported to the Board that

Mr. Wraxall had been sworn into his office by his Honor,
conformable to their desire in the morning.

A motion was made that the Commissioners deliver their

opinion whether a Union of all the Colonies is not at present

absolutely necessary for their security and defence.

The question was accordingly put, and it passed in the af-

firmative unanimously.
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His Honor the Lieut. Governor made a proposal, as a branch

of Indian affairs under the consideration of this Board, to

build two forts in the Indian country to protect them, their

wives and cliildren, as the l)est expedient to secure their

fidelity to his Majesty.

Wliich proposal the Board determined to proceed upon af-

ter they had considered some method of efi'ecting the Union
between the Colonies.

On a motion that a committee be appointed to prepare and
receive plans or schemes for the Union of the Colonies, and
to digest them into one general plan, for the inspection of this

Board,

Resolved, That each Government choose one of their own
number to be of that committee.

Accordingly were appointed,

Thomas Hutchinson, Esq. for Massachusetts Bay,
Theodore Atkinson, Esq. for New Hampshire,
William Pitkin, Esq. for Connecticut,

Stephen Hopkins, Esq. for Rhode Island,

Benjamin Franklin, Esq. for Pennsylvania,

Benjamin Taskor, Esq. for Maryland.
It was left to his Honor to a|)point one of his Majesty's

Council for the Government of New York; and he named
William Smith, Esq.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, at eleven o'clock.

At a meeting at the Court House at Albany, on Tuesday,
the 2Fnh June, 1761, A. M. Present,

Joseph Murray, William Johnson, John Chambers, Esq'rs,
of the Council of New York ; Samuel Welles, John Chandler,
Oliver Partridge*, John Worthiniijton, Es(|'rs, Commissioners
for Massachusetts Bay ; Jiichard Wibird, Meshech Weare,
Henry Sherburne, Esq'rs, Commissiouers for New Hampshire

;

Wourr Wolcott, Elisha Wiijiains, Es(|"rs, Commissioners for

Connecticut; .Martin Howard, Jun. lOsq. Commissioner for

Rhode Island ; John Penn, Isaac Norris, Esq'rs, Commis-
sioners for Pennsylvania; Abraham Barnes, Esq. Commis-
sioner for Maryland.

Th(« dratight of the general speech not being returned to
the Board from liis Honor the Eirut. Governor of New York.»

Adjourned to live o'clock this afternoon.
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At a meeting: as aforesaid, Tuesday, the 25th June, 1754,
P. M. Present,

All the gentlemen of the Council of New York, and all the
Commissioners.

Mr. Murray delivered to the Board for their approbation his

Honor's alterations and additions to the draught of the speech
presented to his Honor by Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. Peters
the 22d instant ; which were read to the Board by the Secre-
tary, and the further consideration thereof was deferred till

to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till eleven o'clock to-morrow morning.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Wednes-
day, the 26th June, 1754, A. M. Present,

William Johnson, John Chambers, Esq'rs, of the Council
of New York ; Samuel Welles, John Chandler, Thomas
Hutchinson, and Oliver Partridge, Esq'rs, Commissioners for

Massachusetts Bay ,• William Pitkin, Roger Wolcott, and
Elisha Williams, Esq'rs, Commissioners for Connecticut

;

Martin Howard, Jun. Esq. Commissioner for Rhode Island.

The draught of the general speech to the Six Nations was
further debated, but not being fully concluded upon, the
Board adjourned till ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Thursday,
the 27th June, 1754, A. M. Present,

The four gentlemen of the Council of New York, and all

the Commissioners.

The draught of the general speech was further debated,
and not being fully concluded upon, the Board adjourned till

five o'clock this afternoon.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Thursday,
the 27th June, 1754, P. M. Present,

The four gentlemen of the Council of New York, and all

the Commissioners.

A motion was made that the commissions or powers from
4
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the several Governments should be made part of the records

of this Congress.

It was ijiiaiiiinousl)' agreed to, and ordered to be prefixed

to tlu'sc records.

The draught of the general s|)eech was settled, read, and

unanimously approved of; and is as follows:

Brethren,

I have invit(>d you here by the command of the great King,

our common Father, to receive a present from him, and in his

name to r(Miew the ancient treaty between this and all his

other (jovernments, and you our brethren ; and I have the

pleasure to tell you, that by his special order, there are now
j)rescnt Commissioners from Massachusetts Bay, New Hamp-
shire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania and INIary-

land. Virginia and Carolina likewise desire to be considered

as present, although some great affairs which those Gov-

ernments are engaged in, have prevented their sending Com-
missioners. We are glad to see our brethren here in health,

and heartily bid you welcome. A Belt.

Brethren,

We condole your and our loss in the death of some of

your people since the last interview in this place. We
wipe away all tears from your eyes, and take away sorrow

from your hearts, that you may speak freely.

Three Strings of JJ'ampum.

Brethren,

We come to strengthen and brighten the chain of friend-

ship, it gives us great satisfaction that you have lately

adcled two links to the chain, the Shanihadaradigliroones and

tiie Tedderighroones, as it will alwiivs give us pleasure to see

your strength increased. This chain hath remained fnm and

unbroken from the beginning. This Belt will rej)resent to

you our disposilion to pr(>scrve it strong and bright, so long

as the sun and moon shall endure ; and in the name of the

great King our Father, and in the behalf of all his Majesty's

Colonics, we now solemnly renew, brighten and strengthen

the anci(!nt covenant chain, and promise to keep the same
inviolable and free from rust ; and we expect the like confir-

mation and assurance on your part. A Chain Belt.

iirethren,

We are informed that you now live dispersed from each!
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other, contrary to the ancient and prudent custom of

your forefathers; and as you are by this means exposed

to the attempts of your enemies, we therefore, in the most
earnest manner, recommend to and expect it from you, for

your own safety, to collect yourselves together, and dwell in

your national castles. We desire you, brethren of the On-
ondago Nation in particular, to call in your friends and rela-

tions to join you, especially those of your nation who now
live at Oswegatchie. A brave people, separated from each

other, may easily fall a sacrifice, whereas united, they may
live secure and uninjured. A Belt.

Brethren,

We have something to say to you of great importance.

The treaties subsisting between us and you our brethren,

as well as the great affection we bear towards you, oblige

us to mention it. The French profess to be in perfect-

friendship with us, as well as you. Notwithstanding this,

they are making continual encroachments upon us both.

They have lately done so in the most insulting manner, both

to the northward and westward. Your fathers by their valor,

above one hundred years ago, gained a considerable country,

which they afterwards, of their own accord, put under the

protection of the Kings of Great Britain. The French are

endeavoring to possess themselves of this whole country, al-

though they have made the most express treaties with the

English to the contrary.

Brethren,

It appears to us that these measures of the French
must necessarily soon interrupt and destroy all trade and

intercourse between the English and the several Indian na-

tions on the continent, and will block up and obstruct the

great roads, which have hitherto been open, between you and

your allies and friends who live at a distance. We want to

know whether these things appear to you in the same light

as they do to us, or whether the French taking possession of

the lands in your country, and building forts between the

lake Erie and the river Ohio, be done with your consent or

approbation. A Large Belt.

Brethren,

Open your hearts to us ; deal with us as brethren. We
are ready to consult with you how to scatter these clouds

that hang over us. This is a matter of so great weight that
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we think it best to defer mentioning any other affairs till you

have considered this, lest they should take away part of that

attention which is necessary on so extraordinary an occasion.

A Belt.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at eleven o'clock.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Friday,

the 28th June, 1754, A. M. Present,

John Chandler, Oliver Partridge, and John Worthington,

Esquires, Commissioners for Massachusetts Bay ; Richard

Wibird, Meshech VVeare, and Henry Sherburne, Esqiiircs,

Commissioners for New Hampshire ; Roger Wolcott and

Elisha Williams, Esquires, Commissioners for Connecticut ;

Martin Howard, Jr. Esq., a Commissioner for Rhode Island ;

John Pcnn, Esq., one of the Commissioners for Pennsylvania.

The Board \\as adjourned till five o'clock this afternoon.

At a meeting, &:c. Friday afternoon, the 28th June, 1754.
Present,

The four gentlemen of the Council of New York ; all

the Commissioners from Massachusetts Bay ; all the Com-
missioners from New Hampshire ; all the Commissioners from
Connecticut ; Stephen Hopkins, one of the Commissioners
from Rhode Island ; John Penn and Benj. Franklin, Esq'rs.

Commissioners from Pennsylvania ; Benj. Tasker, Jr. Esq.,

one of the Commissioners from Maryland.
The Committee appointed the 24th inst. to prepare and

receive |)lans or schemes for the Union of the Colonics, pre-

sented short hints of a scheme for that purpose, of which
copies were taken by the Commissioners of the respective

Provinoes.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at nine o'clock.

At a meeting at the Court House in Albany, on Saturday,
the 29th June, 1754, A. M. Present,
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William Smith, Esq. one of the Council of New York, and
all the Commissioners.

His Honor the Lieut. Governor of New York having given
notice to this Board that he was going to speak to the Indians,

the Board adjourned till five o'clock this afternoon, and at-

tended his Honor whilst he delivered the speech.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany on Saturday,
the 29th June, 1754, P. M. Present,

Joseph Murray, John Chambers, and William Smith,
Esquires, of the Council of New York ; all the Commis-
sioners from Massachusetts Bay ; Theodore Atkinson and
Richard Wibird, Esquires, Commissioners for New Hamp-
shire ; all the Commissioners from Connecticut ; the Com-
missioners from Rhode Island ; ail the Commissioners from
Pennsylvania ; the Commissioners from Maryland.
The Board being informed that a considerable number of

Indians from Stockbridge, being of the nation known by the

name of the River Indians, were in town, a motion was made
that his Honor the Lieut. Governor might be acquainted with
the circumstances of said Indians, and desired to give orders

for their support.

The said motion was agreed to, and Mr. Welles and Mr.
Franklin were appointed to wait on his Honor accordingly.

The hints of a scheme for the Union of the Colonies were
debated on, but came to no conclusion.

Adjourned to Monday morning at 9 o'clock.

At a meeting at the Court House at Albany, on Monday,
the 1st of July, 1754. Present,

The Lieut. Governor and the four gentlemen of the Council
of New York

; all the Commissioners for Massachusetts Bay,
except John Chandler, Esq. ; Theodore Atkinson and Henry
Sherburne, Esq'rs, Commissioners for New Hampshire ; the
Commissioners for Connecticut; the Commissioners for Rhode
Island ; all the Commissioners for Pennsylvania ; the Com-
missioners for Maryland.

Mr. Franklin reported to the Board that he had,, with; Mr.
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Welles, (Mr. Welles was not then present,) waited on the

Lieut. Governor and delivered the message from the Board of

Saturday last relating to the River Indians, living near Stock-

bridge ; and that his Honor was pleased to answer that he

had not sent for those Indians; that he had consulted his Coun-
cil, and inquired of the Commissioners of Indian affairs, and
was informed that it had never been usual to afford subsist-

ence to those Indians at any treaty in Albany ; that it was a

great expense to New York to maintain the other Indians
;

that these properly belonged to Massachusetts Bay Govern-

ment, and it appeared to him that they should be supported

by that Government.
Upon a motion, the records of Indian affairs of the Province

of New York were sent for; and it a|)[)eared that the River

Indians have usually been present at the treaties with the Six

Nations, and that a speech has always been made to said

River Indians; and it was moved to the Lieut. Governor of

New York that he would now speak to them in the name; of

the Commissioners from the several Colonies, and also give

ord(;rs for their support.

His Honor agreed to the proposal of speaking to them, and

offered to give orders for their support ; but was pleased to

say that he expected the Commissioners for the several Prov-

inces would contribute to the charge of it.

His Honor delivered to the Board copies of two minutes of

Council, which are as follows.

At a Council held in the city of Albany, the 27th June,

1754, P. M. Present,

The Honorable James Delanccy, Esq. Lieut. Governor, Sec.

Mr. Murray, Col. Johnson, Mr. Chambers, Mr. Smith.

His Honor being informed by the Indian interpreter that

the lower castle of the Mohawk Indians, now in this city, had

some business to lay before him, and (l(>sir(Ml to be admitted

to an audience, appointed them to attend ;>t four o'clock this

afternoon in Council ; and they attending accordingly were
introduc(;d with the inter])retrr. The Governor told them he

was very glad to see them, thiit he was now met in Council,

and ready to hear what they had to say. Whereupon Cana-
dagaia, their speaker, addressing himself to his Honor, spoke
as follows.

Brother,

We arc here this day by God's will and your Honor's or-
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der, to which place jou have led us as it were by the hand.

This is our old meeting place, where, if we have aiij griev-

ances, we can lay them open. You are lately come to the

administration, and we are glad to see you, to hy our com-
plaints before you. We take it very kind that you have given

us this opportunity to unfold our minds, and we will now pro-

ceed to declare our grievances.

Brother,

We shall now open our minds, and we beg you will take

time to consider what we shall say, and not give us too hasty

an answer, or in tvvo or three words, and then turn your back

upon us. As you are a new Governor, we beg you will treat

us tenderly, and not as the former Governor did, who turned

his back upon us before we knew he intended to depart ; so

that we had no opportunity to finish our business with him.

The reason we desire you would treat us in this tender man-
ner is, because this is the place where we are to expect a re-

dress of our grievances ; and we hope all things will be set-

tled, that we may part good friends.

Brother,

We told you a little while ago that we had an uneasiness

on our minds, and we shall now tell you what it is ; it is con-

cerning our land. We understand there are writings for all

our lands, so that we shall have none left but the very spot

we live upon, and hardly that. We have examined amongst
the elderly people, who are now present, if they have sold

any of it ; who deny that they ever have; and we earnestly

desire you will take this into consideration, which will give

us great satisfaction, and convince us that you have a friend-

ship for us. We don't complain of those who have honestly

bought the land they possess, or of those to whom we have
given any, but of some who have taken more than we have
given them. We find we are very poor. We thought we
had yet land round about us ; but it is said there are writings

for it all. It is one condition of the ancient covenant chain,

that if there be any uneasiness on either side, or any request

to be made, that they shall be considered with a brotherly re-

gard ;
and we hope you will fulfil that condition upon your

side, as we shall be always ready to do on ours. We have
embraced this opportunity of unbosoming ourselves to you
with regard to our castle, and we are well assured that the

other castle of the Mohawks have complaints of the same na-
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ture to make when they come doAvn. We have now declared

our own grievances and the Canajoharics will declare theirs
;

but that we shall leave to them. By this Belt we desire you

to consider what we have said, and by the same we inform

you that the Five Nations have something to say to you be-

fore you speak to them. Gave a Belt.

The Governor said :

You have now unbosomed yourselves to me, and desire I

would seriously consider of what you have said, and not give

you a hasty answer. I will consider of it seriously, and you

shall always find me ready to redress any of your grievances,

as far as it may be in my power. But your complaints are

general. I must therefore desire you to tell me where those

lands lie, and the names of the persons of whom you complain.

To which the speaker answered :

Brother,

We are told a lar^e tract of land has been taken up,

called Kayadarosseras, beginning at the half moon, and so

up along Hudson's river to the third fall, and thence to the

Caghnawaga or Canada Creek, which is about four or five

miles above the JMohawks ; which, u|)on inquiry among our

old men, we cannot find was ever sold ; and as to the partic-

ular persons, many of them live in this town ; but there are

so great a number, wo cannot name them.

The Governor said :

I will send for some of the patentees, or the persons claim-

ing that land, and hear what they have to say, and consider the

matter, and give you an answer before you leave this place. It

is agreeable to justice to hear both parties, before the judg-

ment is given ; and to manifest my friendship for you, 1 will

do you all tlu; justice in my power.

A true copy, examined by

Geo. Banvar, D. Sec''y. of the Council.

At a Council held in the city of Albany, the 2bth day
of June, 1754. Present,

Th(^ Hon. James Delancey, Esq. Lieut. Governor, &;c.

Mr. Murray, Col. Johnson, Mr. Chaujbers, Mr. Smith.

His Honor being informed that the Canajoharie orthe upper
castle of the Mohawk Indians, and several Sachems of each

of the other Five Nations, attended witiioul, and desired to

speak to him, they were introduced with the interpreter.
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Hendrick, their speaker, spoke as follows :

Brother,

We had a message from you some time ago to meet you at

this place, where the fire burns. We of Canajoharie met. the

messenger you sent with a letter at Col. Johnson's ; and as

soon as we received it, we came down running, and the Six

Nations are now here complete.

The Governor then said :

Brethren of the Six Nations,

You are welcome. I take this opportunity, now you are

all together, to condole the loss in the death of your friends

and relations since you last met here ; and with this string

of wampum I wipe away your tears and take sorrow from

your hearts, that you may open your minds and speak freely.

A String of Wampum.
Hendrick replied :

Brother,

We thank you for condoling our loss and for wiping away
our tears, that we may speak freely ; and as we do not doubt

but you have lost some of your great men and friends, we
give you this string of condolence in return, that it may
remove your sorrow, and that we may both speak freely.

Gave a String.

Then Hendrick, addressing himself to the Six Nations,

said, that last year he attended Col. Johnson to Onondago,
to do service to the King and their people ; that Col. John-

son told them a new Governor was expected soon, and
they would then have an opportunity of seeing him at Albany,

and laying their grievances before him ; that the new Gov-
ernor arrived soon after, and scarcely had they heard of his

arrival, but they had an account of his death ;* and that now
he was glad to see his Honor, to whom he would declare his

grievances ; and then proceeded :

Brother,

We thought you would w'onder why we of Canajoharie

stayed so long. We shall now give you the reason. Last

summer, we of Canajoharie were down at New York, to make
our complaints ; and we then thought the covenant chain was

[* The new Governor, who died so soon after his arrival, was Sir Danvers Oshom. He
superseded Gov. Clinton, arrived at New York Oct. 7th, and committed suicide by hang-
ing himself, Oct. 12th, 1753. See 1 Hist. Coll. VII. 80, 81, and Smith's Historj of New
York, II. 153.—Pub. Com.]

5
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broken, becansi^ we were neglected ; and when you neglect

business, the French take advantage of it, for thej are never

quiet. It seemed to us that the Governor had turned his

back upon the Five Nations, as if xhvy were no more; whereas

the French are doing all in their power to draw us over to

them. We told the Governor last summer we blamed him
for the neglect of the Five Nations; and at the same time

we told him the French were drawing the Five Nations away
to Oswegatchie, owing to that neglect ; which might have

been prevented, if proper use had been made of that warn-
ing ; but now we are afraid it is too late. We remember
how it was in former times, when we were a strong and pow-
erful people. Col, Schuyler used frequently to come among
us, and by this means we were kept tog{;ther.

Brother,

We, the Mohawks, are in very difficult circumstances,

and are blamed for thin":s behind our backs which we don't

deserve. Last summer, when we went up with Col. John-

son to Onondago, and he made his speech to the Five Nations,

the Five Nations said they liked the speech very well, but

that the IMohawks had made it. We are looked upon by the

other nations as Col. Johnson's counsellors, and supposed to

hear all news from him ; which is not the case, for Col. John-

son does not receive from, or imj)art much news to us. This
is our reason for staying behind ; for if we had come first,

the other nations would have said that we made the Gover-
nor's speech ; and therefore, though we were resolved to

come, we intended the other nations should go before us, that

they might hear the Governor's speech, which we could hear
afterwards.

There are some of our people who have large open ears,

and talk a little broken English and Dutch ; so that they

sometimes h(>ar what is said by the Christian settlers near

thetn ; and b) this means we came to understand that we
•ire looked upon to be a proud nation, and therefore stayed

behind. 'Tis true and known we are so, and that we, the

Mohawks, are the head of all the other nations. Here they

are, and they must own it. But it was not out of pride we
Canajoharies stayed behind, but for the reasoa we have
already given.

His Honor answered :

Brethren of Canajoharie,

You have now told me the reason why you stayed behind^
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because you would not be blamed by the other nations, as

you have been before. 1 am satisfied with what you say,

that your staying behind did not proceed from pride.

You tell me you have large open ears, and that some of

you understand a little of the language of the settlers about

you. But I must caution you not to hearken to common re-

ports, neither of us or your brethren of the other nations.

1 desire that we may all speak freely, and open our hearts to

each other, and so remove any jealousies from amongst us.

I hope that at another interview you will all be more punc-

tual, and keep as near as you can to the time appointed.

You are sensible it must be very inconvenient to me and the

Commissioners from the other Governments to be detained so

long in this place, at so great a distance from our homes.

A true copy, examined by

Geo. Banyar, Dep. Sec^y. of the Council.

A motion was made that a committee should be appointed

to draw up a representation of the present state of the Col-

onies ; which was agreed to, and that the gentlemen who
were appointed to prepare and receive plans or schemes for

the Union of the Colonies the 24th ult. should be a com-

mittee for this purpose.

The plan for a Union of the Colonies was debated, but the

Board came to no resolves upon it.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Tuesday,

the 2d July, 1754, A. M. Present,

All the Commissioners from Massachusetts Bay, New
Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, and

Maryland.

After debates held on the plan of a Union, it was moved il

the Board should proceed to form the plan of a Union of the

Colonies, to be established by an Act of Parliament.

Whereupon it was moved to put the previous question,

which passed in the negative.

The question was then put whether the Board should pro-

ceed to form the plan of a Union of the Colonies, to be estab-

lished by Act of Parliament ; which passed in the affirmative.

Adjourned till three o'clock in the afternoon.
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At a meeting as aforesaid, on Tuesday, the 2d July, 1754,

P. M. Present,

The Lieut. Governor and the four gentlemen of the Coun-

cil of New York, and ail the Commissioneis from the several

Governments above mentioned.

Tile ^answer of the Six Nations to the general speech made

to them on Saturday last by liis Honor the Lieut. Governor

of New York, in iiis Mnjesty's name, and in tlie presence and

behalf of the several Governments on the continent therein

named, was read ; and is as follows.

Abraham, sachem of the upper castle of the Mohawks, rose

up and said : ..

Bretlnen,^Jou the Governor of New York, and the Com-
missioners of the other Governments, are you ready to hear

us?

The Governor replied they were all ready.

Then llendrick, brother to the said Abraham, and a sachem

of the said castle, rose up and spake in behalf of the Six Na-
tions as follows :

Brethren,

Just now you told us you were ready to hear us. Hearken

to me. Brother Corlaer and brothers of the other Govern-

ments, Saturday last you told us that you came here by order

of the great King, our common father, and in his name to re-

new the ancient chain of Iriendship between this and the

other Governments on the continent and us the Six United

Nations; and you said also tliat there were then present

Commissioners from JMassachusetts Bay, New Ham|)shire,

Connecticut, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania and IMaryland ; and

that V irginia and Carolina desired to be considcied also as

present. We rejoice that by the King's orders we are all

met here this day, and are glad to see each other face to face.

We are very thiinkful for the same, and we look upon the

Governors of South Carolina and Virginia as also jiresent.

Gave a Belt.

Brethren,

We thank you in the most iiearty manner for your condo-

lence to us. We also condole all your friends and relations

who have died since our last meeting here.

Gave llirce Strings of Wampum.
Brethren,

(Holding tii(' chain belt given by his Honor and the several

Governments in his Ii.ukI.)
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We return yoii all cur grateful acknowledgements for re-

newing and brightening the covenant chain. This chain belt

is of very great importance to our United Nations, and all our

allies. We will therefore take it to Onondago, where our

council fire always burns, and keep it so securely that neither

thunder nor lightning shall break it. There we will con-

sult over it ; and as we have lately added two links to it, so

we will use our endeavors to add as many links more to it

as lies in our power ; and we hope when we show you this-

belt again, we shall give you reason to rejoice at it, by your

seeing the vacancies in it filled up, (referring to his Honor's

explanations of it in the general speech.) In the mean time

we desire that you will strengthen yourselves, and bring as

many into this covenant chain as you possibly can. We do

now solemnly renew and brighten the covenant chain with our

brethi'en here present, and all our other absent brethren on

the continent.

Brethren,

As to the accounts you have heard of our living dispersed

from each other, 'tis verv true. We have several times en-

deavored to draw off those our brethren who are settled at

Oswegatchie ; but in vain, for the Governor of Canada is

like a wicked deluding spirit. However, as you desire, we
shall persist in our endeavors.

You have asked us the reason of our living in this dispersed

manner. The reason is your neglecting us for these three

years past. (Then taking a stick and throwing it behind his

back,) you have thus thrown us behind your backs and disre-

garded us ; whereas the French are a subtile and vigilant peo-

ple, ever using their utmost endeavors to seduce and bring our

people over to them. Gave a Belt.

Brethren,

As to the encroachments of the French, and what yon have

said to us on that article, on the behalf of the King our father
;

as these matters were laid before us as of great importance,

so we have made a strict inquiry amongst all our people, if

any of them have either sold or given the French leave to

build the forts you mention ; and we cannot find that either

any sale has been made, or leave has been given. But the

French have gone thither without our consent or approbation,

nor ever mentioned it to us.
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Brethren,

The Governor of Virginia and the Governor of Canada are

both quarrelling about lands which belong to us ; and such a

quarrel as this may end in om- destruction. They fiiilit who
shall have the land. The Governors of Virginia and Pennsyl-

vania have made paths through our country to trade, and built

houses, without acquainting us with it. They should first

have asked our consent to build there, as was done when
Oswego was built. Gave a Belt.

Brethren,

It is very true, as you told us, that the clouds hang heavy

over us, and it is not very pleasant to look up. But we give

you this belt (giving a belt) to clear away all clouds, that we
may all live in bright sunshine, and keep together in strict

union and friendship. Then we shall become strong, and

nothing can hurt us.

Brethren,

This is the ancient place of treaty, where the fire of friend-

ship always used to burn ; and 'tis now three years since we
have been called to any public treaty here. 'Tis true there

are Commissioners here, but they have never invited us to

snjoke with them, (by which they mean the Commissioners
had never invited them to any conference.) But the Indians

of Canada come fre(|uently and smoke here, which is for the

sake of their beaver. But we hate them, (meaning the

French Indians.) We have not as yet confirmed the peace
with them. 'Tis your fault, brethren, that we are not

strengthened by conquest ; for we would have gone and taken

Crown Point, but you hindered us. We had concluded to go
and take it, but we were told it was too late, and that the

ice would not bear us. Instead of this, you burnt your own
fort at Saratoga, and ran away from it, which was a shame
and a scandal to you. Look about your country, and see,

you have no fortifications about you ; no, not even to this city.

'Tis but one step from Canada hit her, and the French may
easily come and turn you out of your doors.

Br(;thren,

You desired us to speak from the bottom of our hearts, and
we shall do it. Look about you and see all these houses full

of l)(^aver, aud the money is all gone to Canada ; likewise

powder, lead, and guns, which the French now make use of

at Ohio.
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Brethren,

The goods which go from hence to Oswego, go from thence

to Ohio, which further enables the French to carry on their

designs at the Ohio.

Brethren,

You were desirous that we should open our minds and our

hearts to jou. Look at the French ; they are men
; they are

fortifying every where. But, we are ashamed to say it, you
are all like women, bare and open, without any fortifications.

Here Hendrick ended his speech. His brother Abraham
then rose up and said :

Brethren,

We would let you know what was our desire three years

ago, when Col. Johnson laid down the management of Indian

affairs, which gave us great uneasiness. The Governor then

told us it was not in his power to continue him, but that he
would consult the Council at New York ; that he was going

over to England, and promised to recommend our desire that

Col. Johnson should have the management of Indian affairs to

the King, that the new Governor might have power to rein-

state him. We long waited in expectation of this being

done ; but hearing no more of it, we embrace this opportunity

of laying this belt (and gave a belt) before all our brethren here

present, and desire them that Col. Johnson may be reinstated

and have the management of Indian affairs; for we all lived

happy whilst they were under his management, for we love

him, and he us, and he has always been cur good and trusty

friend.

Brethren,

I forgot something ; we think our request about Col. John-

son, which Governor Clinton promised to carry to the King

our father, is drowned in the sea. The fire here is burnt out

and (turning his face to the New York Commissioners of In-

dian affairs at Albany, who were there present,) desired them;

to take notice of what he said.

Which answer from the Indians was debated paragraph by

paragraph, and those gentlemen who were appointed a com-

mittee to prepare a general speech the 19th ult. were now ap-

pointed to draw up a reply.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.
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At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Wednes-

day, the 3d July, 1754, A. M. Present,

John Chambers and William Smith, Esq'rs, of the Council

of New York; Samuel Welles, John Chandler, and Oliver

Partridge, Esquires, Commissioners for Massachusetts \^Ay
;

Theodore Atkinson and Kichard Wibird, Esquires, Commis-
sioners from New Hampshire ; the Commissioners from Con-

necticut ; JNIartin Howard, Esq. a Commissioner from Rhode
Island ; all the Commissioners from Pennsylvania ; Benjamin

Tasker, Jun. Esq. one of the Commissioners from Maryland.

A draught of the reply proposed to be made to the speech

of the Six Nations of the 1st inst. which the committee

appointed yesterday afternoon had drawn up, was read. IMr.

Chambers desired to carry it to his Honor the Lieut. Gover-

nor for his opinion ; which was agreed to.

Took their seats at the Board,

His Honor the Lieut. Governor, Joseph Murray and Wil-

liam Johnson, Esq'rs, of the Council of New York ; Thomas
Hutchinson and John Worthington, Esq'rs, Commissioners

for Massachusetts Bay ; Meshech Weare and Henry Sher-

burne, EsqVs, Commissioners for New Hampshire; Stephen

Hopkins, Esq. one of the Commissioners from Rhode Island
;

Abraham Barnes, Esq. one of the Commissioners from Ma-
ryland.

His Honor laid before the Board certain matters which he

proposed to be inserted in the reply to be made to the Six

Nations ; which, top;ether with the draught from the com-
mittee, was read and debated.

The Commissioners from Pennsylvania also laid before the

Board an addition in behalf of their Province, and proposed it

to be added to tiie reply. The Commissioners from Massa-

chusetts, N(^w Hampshire and Connecticut proposed also

some additions.

These several draughts being read and considered, the fol-

lowing reply to the Si.\ Nations was agreed upon by the

Board.

Brethren,

It gives us great plea.qure to see you so readv to renew and

brighten the; ancicMit chain of friendship. We wish the far-

ther extension of it, and shall not fail joining our utmost en-

deavors for that purpose.
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Brethren,

We are sorry that any neglect has been shown to yon, and

we hope that nothing of that kind will happen hereafter, or

any misunderstanding arise between you and any of his Ma-
jesty's Governments. You are our old and steady friends.

We assure you not one thought has ever come into our minds

of rejecting you. Our hearts have ever been warm towards

you ; and we now gladly meet, and open our hearts to you.

The covenant is renewed, the chain is brightened, the fire

burns clear, and we hope all things will be pleasant on both

sides for the future. A Melt.

Brethren,

We gladly understand that you gave no countenance to the

French who went to Ohio and have entered on your lands.

They are always your and our open or secret enemies. You
did put this land under the King our father. He is now
taking care to preserve it for you. For this end, among others,

he has directed us to meet you here ; for although the land

is under the King's government, yet the property or power

of selling it to any of his Majesty's subjects, having author-

ity from him, we always consider as vested in you.

Brethren,

You say that the Governors of Virginia and Canada are

fighting about lands belonging to you, and that the Governors

of Virginia and Pennsylvania have opened new roads and

built houses at Ohio.

What you say is a great surprise to us. We all know that

for five years past, in the face of all the Six Nations, in open

daylight, the French have been marching troops into that

country, which we ever did and do still acknowledge to be-

long to you, though within your father the King of Great

Britain's dominions, and under his protection. And the

French did publish everywhere their designs to build forts

and drive away the English traders, and they did carry them

into execution by seizing the traders, and did last year actu-

ally build two forts in that country. But we never heard,

notwithstanding these open hostilities of the French, that

ever Virginia or Pennsylvania sent one soldier or built one

house for their or your protection till this present year.

It is fortunate that Mr. Weiser, who transacts the public

business of Virginia and Pennsylvania with your nations, and

is one of your council, and knows these matters well, is now
6
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present. Hear the account he gives, and that will set this

matter in a true light.

Brethren,

The road to Ohio is no new road ; it is an old and Irequent-

ed road. The Shawanese and Deiawares removed thither

ahove thirty vears ago from Pennsylvania : ever since which

that road has heen traveUed by our traders at their invitation,

and always with safetv, until within these lew years that the

French, with their usual faiihlessness, sent armies there,

threatened the Iniiaus, and obstructed our trade with them.

The Governor of Virginia, observing these hostilities in time

of full peace, sent his Majesty an account of them. His

Majesty was pleased to order his Governor to hold an inter-

view with the Six Nations, to consult measures with them

how to put a stop to these French proceedings, equally inju-

rious to them as to his subjects ; and that they might better

know them, it was thought the interview might best be held

at some place near the country where these hostile proceed-

in^s were carried on. His Majesty likewise ordered a present

to'the Six Nations, as a further token of his aflection for

them. Accordingly Mr. Weiser in 1750 was sent to Onon-

dago by the Governor of Virginia, and invited the Indians to

come and treat at Fredericksbura, in that Province, and re-

ceive the Kind's presents ; but could not prevail. The Gover-

nor of Virginia, finding the French still continuing their

hostilities, sent Commis.sioncrs in 1751 to the Indians at

Ohio, and delivered them the King's present ;
and by a belt

of wampum proposed that a strong house might be budt

near the mouth of Monongahcia for their mutual protection.

The Indians made answer that they were well jjleased with

the proposal, and would send that belt to Ononda^o, and join

one of their own to it. Nothing; was heard of this belt, and

the last year the French invaded the country of Ohio with a

strong hand. Whereupon the Indians residing there, your

flesh mid blood, sent repeated messages to the Governor ol

Virginia to send his Noiing men to their assistance. But

he being a person of great forethouu'ht and i)rudencc, still

forebore to do it ; and instead thereof, sent two iiiessages by

Mr. .Andrew Montour to Onondago, for your advice how ta

act. It ha|i|)ene(l that no council could be calleil at eitherii

time. The chiefs of Onondago desired Mr. Montour to tell

their brother the Governor of Virginia to act cautiously, and

Jet the French strike the first blow.

f
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The French then coming nearer and nearer, Tanacharisson,

(otherwise called the half king) was sent to them by the

United Nations at Ohio, together with the Shavvanese and

Delawares, to forewarn them off their land. In the mean
time, other chiefs of these several nations came to Virginia

and Pennsylvania, and told us what they had agreed upon in

council, viz. that they, the rest of the chiefs, should come to

us and desire us to call our people from over the Alleghany

hills, to prevent bloodshed between the English and French.

But when these Indians returned, and found that the French

paid no regard to their warning, but told them positively that

if they opposed their taking possession of that country, they

would cut them off, they sent repeated messages to the

Governors of Pennsylvania and Virginia to apprize them of

their (the Indians') immediate danger, telling them they would

find nothing but the ashes of their houses and their bones, if

they did not forthwith send warriors, and build them a house

to fly to ; having a late example before their eyes in that the

French had fallen upon their brethren the Twightwees on a

sudden, and killed them in their houses, as well as some Eng-
lish who were (here trading with them.

On this melancholy account the Governor of Virginia,

agreeable to the request of the Indians, sent people to build

a house at the mouth of Monongahela. But before they had

finished it, the French came down the river with a thousand

men, and eighteen cannon, and told the people who were

building it, and were but forty-four in number, that they

must either fight or give up possession ; which last they were

obliged to do, on account of the superior force of the French.

Brethren,

This is the truth, which we have thought proper to relate

so particularly, that the prudent and cautious conduct of

Virginia might be known to the Six Nations. As to Penn-

sylvania, they have never sent a warrior or built a fort at

Ohio. This belt is given to confirm what is said, and that

you may remember what has been now related to you.

A Belt.

Brethren,

You tell us we are open and defenceless. We are consult-

ing how far it will be necessary to fortify our frontiers. At

the same time we expect you will take care to keep your people

from going over to the French. We are able, when united
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with you, to resist any force the French and their allies can

bring against us.

The lollowing parn^raphs were to be spoken by the Gov-

ernor ot New York in his own name.

Brethren,

You have told me that this is the place of treaty ; that it is

now three years ago since you were asked to smoke a pipe

here ; that there are Commissioners, hut they have never

invited you to smoke with them. Jt ^^as their duty, on their

appointment, to acquaint you with it, and to inviie you to

smoke with them, and to rekindle the fire which was then

almost extinguished ; and if they had done it earlier, and

before I sent them directions, it would have been very agree-

able to me.

Brethren,

You say the houses here are full of beaver. This is a

trading-place, and the merchants have a right to traffic for

beaver or other skins, which they sometimes pay for in goods,

and sometinu's in money. But as to what you say about

guns and powder being sold to the French, I have made all

the inquiry 1 could into this matter, and am assured you are

misinformed, lor that neither guns nor powder are sold by any

persons here to the French.

Brethren,

You tell me that whilst Col. Johnson had the management
of Indian affairs, you all lived happy; that you loved him, and

he you, and that he has always been your good and trusty

friend. I am very sensible you had good reason to look upon
him in this liiiht, and fully convinced th;it he is still your

friend. But as this is the place where the ancient fire was
kindled which was nearly burnt out, and as Col. Johnson for

some reasons declined the manaiiiMuent of Indiiui alTairs, it

was thought proper to rekindle the iuc here by appointing Com-
missioners ; whom I shall direct to receive and consult with

you upon all business that niav concern oiu* mutual interests
;

and 1 ex|)ect that you will for the future apply to them, ac-

cording to the custom of your Ibrefalhers, to tell your news,

and in return to receive' from them what shall he thought

necessary to be imparted to you ; and I will give them direc-

tions that they treat you with the alTection due to you as

brethren. I will make trial of them another year ; and if

you do not meet with the kind treatment you have a right to
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expect, complain to this Government, and effectual measures
shall be taken for your satisfaction. Gave a Belt.

The following was to be spoke by Mr. Kellogg, interpreter

from Massachusetts Bay ; which was accordingly done.

Brethren,

We have agreed to tell all news, and take council together.

We cannot part till we have told you the news from New
England, though at a considerable distance from you. The
French have the same bad designs there as well as at Ohio,

They are very fond to get Kennebeck river ; we have news of

their beginning a fort at the head of that river ; a priest of

theirs has built a house a great way down that river. Gov-
ernor Shirley has raised eight hundred men and is gone down
to drive them away, and to build an English fort at the head
or far up the said river Kennebeck.
We have news also that the French are building a fort up

Connecticut river, northward of Coos. The Governor
of New Hampshire has now sent a company of men up that

river to inquire into that fact, and if true, to drive them im-

mediately off. In another part of the Government of New
Hampshire a number of the St. Francis' Indians have lately^

taken a family, consisting of a man and his wife and three

children, and carried them into captivity, from an out settle-

ment on Merrimack river; and this contrary to their solemn

engagement at a treaty held with them.

We have also news that a number of Indians have mur-

dered twenty-one English fishermen at Canso, had carrieq

their scalps to Cape Breton, where they were well received,

and, it is said, rewarded.
.

;

The Board then adjourned till to-morrow morning at niiie

o'clock.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Thursday,'"'

the 4th July, 1754, A. M. Present, •'.

The four gentlemen of the Council of New York, and ajj

the Commissioners for the several Governments. ..

The plan for a Union of the Colonies was debated, but

nothing finally determined on.

Adjourned to three o'clock this afternoon.
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At a meeting as above, Thursday, the 4th Julv, 1754,

r. M. Present,

All tlie Commissioners for the several Governmrnts.

The plan lor a Union was further eonsidered, but no re-

solves made thereuj)on.

The Board receiviui^ a messaj^e from his Honor the Lieut.

Governor of New York, thai the Indians were sealed in order

to speak to his Honor and the Commissioners, the Board ad-

journed to nine o'clock to-morrow morning, and waited upon

the Governor.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Friday,

the 5th July, 1754, A. M. Present,

All the Commissioners for the several Governments.
Tiic rijoinder of the Six Nations, Sj)oke yesterday after-

noon, was read to the Board, and ordered to be minuted as

follows. ( riie following speech is chierty a rejoinder to the

V Ir'eply made to the Six Nations on the 3d inst.)

••• Brother of New York and brethren of the several Gov-
ernments,

We, on our side, are equally as much rejoiced as you have

.expressed yourselves, on the renewing and brightening the

.'.ancient covenant chain between all his Majesty's Govern-
"irients on tin; continent and us of the Six United Nations. As
to what the Governor of Neu' York told us vesterdav relat-

:'jl)j;5 to the Commissioners of Indian affairs at Albany, we
;• -arje much oblig(;d to him lor his |)romise to direct them to

Jake due notice of us for the futtue ; that he will try them
•for one year longer ; and for giving us leave to acquaint this

Guvernment if they do not treat us as brethren.

• Brethren,

.:. We liave told the Governor of New York how Col. John-

d6u has behaved to us, and our opinion of hiu), and the danger
.we thoujihl ourselves in by his leaving ofT the m.uiaiiement of

Indian affiirs. If he fails us, we die. However, we agree

Xo .what the Governor has proposed to us. He is master of

aJ! to do what he pleases, and we submit the whole alfair to i

him. Gave a Bell.

Brethren,

We are very thankful to the King our father for ordering
j
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Commissioners from so many Governments to meet here, in

order to inquire into all matters relating to us, and to put

every thing upon a right footing. We rejoice that we have

opened our hearts to each other, and we return the Governor

and all the Commissioners from the several Governments our

thanks for the same.

Brethren,

Some time ago the King our father sent a present to the

Governor of Virginia, who sent a messenger to the Six Na-
tions that we should come down to Virginia and receive it

;

but we could not come. We have since been informed that

the present was sent to Ohio. (The speaker then proceeded

to repeat the substance of what was said to them yesterday

on the part of the Government of Pennsylvania by their in-

terpreter, Mr. Weiser.) We allow that the road from Penn-
sylvania to Ohio is no new road, but has been travelled these

thirty years by the traders. We thank the Governor of Vir-

ginia for assisting the Indians at Ohio, who are our relations

and allies, and we approve of the Governor of Pennsylvania's

not having hitherto intermeddled in this affair. He is a wise

and prudent man, and will know his own time. We return

the Governor of New York and all the other Governments
our most hearty thanks (here the speaker made bows to

his Honor and all the Commissioners) for the promise of pro-

tection given us of our land, and the acknowledgment that

the right of selling it is in us. Gave a Belt.

Brethren,

We put you in mind in our former speech of the defence-

less state of your frontiers, particularly of this city of Sche-

nectady, and of the country of the Five Nations. You told

us yesterday you were consulting about securing both your-

selves and us. We beg you will resolve upon something

speedily
;
you are not safe from danger one day ; the French

have their hatchet in their hands both at Ohio and in two

places in New England ; we don't know but this very night

they may attack us.

One of the principal reasons why we desire you will be

speedy in these matters is, that since Col. Johnson has been

in this city, there has been a French Indian at his house, who
took measure of the wall round it and made very narrow

observation on everything thereabouts. We think him (Col.

Johnson) in very great danger, because the French will take
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more than ordinary pains either to kill him or take him pris-

oner, upon account of his great interest among us, and being

also one of the Five Nations. (Col. Johnson is one of their

sachems.) Upon this they gave four Strings uf H'ampum.

The Board then proceeded to consider the plan for a Union,

but did not go through with it.

Adjourned to 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

At a meeting held in the Court House at Albany, on Sat-

urday, the 6th July, 1754, A. M. Present,

All the Commissioners from Massachusetts Bay ; •^Villiam

Pitkin and Roger Wolcott, Esq'rs, Commissioners for Con-
necticut ; the Commissioners for Rhode Island ; John Penn,
Isaac Norris, and Benj. Franklin, Esq'rs, Commissioners for

Pennsylvania ; the Commissioners for JMaryland.

His Honor the Lieut. Governor sent to the Board the

speech he proposes to make to tiie river Indians ; which the

Board agreed to, with a small addition, which was sent in

writing to his Honor.

The Board having been informed by j\Ir. Peters that the

Lieut. Governor of New York sent for him last night, and
told him his provisions were expended and he could no longer

maintain the Indians, and expected the Commissioners would
maintain tlicm, and gave him the list of wiiat had been al-

lowed per day to the Five Nations, exclusive of the river

Indians,

The Board hereupon resolved, that they would take the

charge of sui)portlng the Indians U|)on themselves.

Meshech Weare and Henry Sherburne, Esq'rs, Commis-
sioners for New Hampshire tot)k their seats.

The committee aj)|)olnte(l the 1st inst. to draw up a rep-

resentation of the present state of the Colonies with relation

to the French, delivered the same; to the Board ; which was
read, and ordered to lie upon the table for the consideration

of the Commissioners.

Tin; Secretary presented to the Board a draught of the

speech which his Honor |)roposed to deliver to the Six Na-
tions this afternoon, and also tlu; following message from his

Honor, that the Board would |)lease to send him any altera-
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tions or additions which they might think proper ti be made

to the said draught ; that his Honor intended, when lie made

the speech, to read to them the Act of the General Assem-

bly of New York concerning the sale of rum to the Indians
;

and that he also recommended the request of the up|)er castle

of the Mohawks for a church to the Board. The Secretary

also brought back his Honor's approbation to the small addition

proposed to be made to the speech intended to be made to

the river Indians : which speech is as follows.

Brethren,

I have sent for you here to give you fresh assurances of

the great King your father's protection ; and that we might,

with the Commissioners whom you now see assembled here

from the Governments of Massachusetts Bay, New Hamp-
shire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania and Mary-

land, strengthen and brighten the covenant chain.

We are glad to see you at this your old meeting-place,

and we do now, in his Majesty's name, and behalf of all his

Colonies, renew the ancient covenant chain of friendship,

that it may be stronger and brighter than ever; which we
recommend to you to preserve clean and free from rust, by a

peaceable and affectionate behavior to all your brethren, and

• especially to those vvho live near you ; and you may then with

confidence rely on the favor of this and all his Majesty's Gov-
ernments.

Asa proof of the King your father's tender regard for

you, I shall deliver you a present he has sent over for you,

consisting of such necessaries as you may want. And the

Commissioners from each of the Governments have contrib-

uted towards a present for you also, all which presents shall

be here ready for you in the afternoon.

Elisha Williams, Esq. Commissioner for Connecticut, took

his seat.

On a motion made and seconded that a message be sent

to his Honor the Lieut. Governor of New York, relating

to the answer he proposes to make to the Six Nations, Mr.

Hutchinson and Mr. Franklin were appointed to prepare the

same.

Theodore Atkinson and Richard Wibird, Esq'rs, Commis-
sioners for New Hampshire, took their seats ; as did also

Richard Peters, Esq. one of the Commissioners for Pena-

svlvania.
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Mr. Hutchinson reported the following message.

May it please your Honor,

The Commissioners from the several Governments now
met at All)any observe, that in the speech your Honor pro-

poses to make this day to the Indians of the Six Nations, and

which you have caused to be communicated to the Board by

their Secretary, no notice is taken of the complaints of the

said Indians relating: to their lands.

This complaint seems, by the letter from the right honor-

able the Lords of Trade, which your Honor has laid before

the l-'oard, to have been the principal occasion of this unusual

and expensive meeting of Commissioners from so many Col-

onies ; and it appears by the last answer from the Indians,

that their uneasiness still remains.

The Commissioners therefore think it incumbent on them
to pray your Honor, that they may be acquainted with the

particulars of the complaint, and that they may have an op-

portunity of consulting with your Honor proper measures for

removing the causes thereof.

Which was read, and unanimously agreed to ; and it was
thereupon ordered that Mr. Welles and Mr. Pitkin wait upon
his Honor the Lieut. Governor of New York with the same.

Adjourned to three o'clock this afternoon.

At a meeting, &c. on Saturday, the 6th July, 1754, P. M.
Present,

All the Commissioners for Massachusetts Bay ; all the

Commissioners for New Hampshire ; the Commissioners from

Connecticut ; St(!pb(^n Hopkins, Esq. one of the Commis-
sioners from Rhode Island.

Mr. Welles reported to the Board, that he and Mr. Pitkin

had deliveriMl the message thev were a|ipointed in the morn-

ing to deliver to his Honor the Lieut. (lovemor of New York.

The four gentlemen of the Council of New York, Martin

Howard, Esq. Benj. Erauklin and Abraham Barnes, Esq'rs,

took their seats.

Mr. Murray delivered to the Board his Honor the Lieut.

Governor's answer in writing to the messaije delivered to his

Honor in the mornini; by Mr. Willes and ^Ir. Pitkin ; which

was read, and is as follows :
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Gentlemen,

In answer to your message to me of this day, I acquaint

you that yesterday I had the sachems of the Canajoharie
castle before me in Council, to conclude the matter in con-
troversy between some Germans and one Teady Magin, re-

lating to an Indian purchase, that had occasioned the greatest

uneasiness among tiie Indians of that castle ; which, after two
meetings, was then formally and finally settled, to the satis-

faction of all parties.

I then took occasion to observe to them, that at their meet-
ing on the 2d inst. I desired them to open their minds fully,

and that I expected they would then have laid all their com-
plaints before me ; that as to what they had mentioned in

their public speech on the 4th inst. I was not acquainted with

any other particular complaints until I came to this place, being

abroad on the circuit at the time they made them at New
York ; and then I promised, as soon as I returned thither, I

would look into them, and do them all the justice that lay in

my power ; with which they declared themselves well satis-

fied, and thanked me.

James Delancey.
Albany, 6th July, 1754.

The Board being obliged to attend at the interview of the

Schaticook and River Indians, adjourned to Monday morning
at nine o'clock.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Monday,
the 8th July, 1754, A. M. Present,

William Johnson and William Smith, Esq'rs, two of the

Council of New York, and all the Commissioners.

The speech proposed by his Honor to be made to the

Indians of the Six Nations having been again read to the

Board, and the complaints of the Indians relative to their

lands coming under their consideration, the Board were ac-

quainted that Mr. William Livingston and Mr. William Alex-

ander, two of the heirs or devisees of Philip Livingston,

Esq. deceased, the proprietor or patentee of the lands on

which Canajoharie castle stands, had declared their readiness

to give up all ri^^ht to said patents, or such parts as shall be
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thought necessary. It was ordere:!, that the said Mr. Liv-

ingston and Mr. Alexander be informed that the Board de-

sired to speak with tliem.

Mr. Livingston and Mr. Alexander, being present, informed

the Board that their failier was one amongst other patentees

of the lands mentioned ; that they were interested one eiglith

each of tliem in their father's ri^ht. The circumstances of his

title they had made no inquiry into, but were ready to make
any resignation which either justice or the public service re-

quired.

The Board being informed that his Honor the Lieut. Gov-

ernor desired a gentleman from each Government might be

appointed to be present with him in making incjuiry of the

Indians of the Canajoharie castle how lar they were satisfied

respecting their land, Mr. Peters and Mr. Howard were ap-

pointed to wait on his Honor and acquaint him that the

Board agreed to tlie proposal.

Accordingly, Mr. llutchinson was apj)ointe(l for Massachu-

setts Bay ; Col. Atkinson for New Hampshire ; Major \\ ol-

cott for Connecticut ; Mr. Hopkins for Rhode Island; Mr.
Norris for Pennsylvania; Col. Tasker for Maryland.

Joseph IMurray and John Chambers, Esq'rs, of the Council

of New Vorlv, took their seats.

His Honor's draught of the speech he proposes to make to

the Six Nations, which was delivered to the Board the 6ih

inst. was read, and after debate had thereon relative to the

sale of rum amongst them, and the Canajoharies' desire about

a church, some alterations and additions to it Nvere agreed to

l)e proposed to his Honor.

The re|)reseiitation of the present state of the Colonies

was again read through, but no final resolution thereon

agreed to.

The answers of the .Sehaticook and liivcr Indians to the

speech made them the 6th inst. were read, and are as follows.

The speech of the Sehaticook Indians :

Father,

We are {jiad that the Governor sees his children now before

him. We are small in niimber, but next time we hope we
sh II he more. Your Honor may see that we are hiit voung
and inexperienced, our ancient people beini; almost all dead,

so that we have nobody to give us any advice; but we will

do as our fathers have done l)efore us. Gave a Beit.
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Father,

This belt came from our forefathers, and we will be true

and faithful to the King, as they were. Gave a Belt.

They gave also to the Governor a small bundle of skins,

and desired that the sale of rum might be stopped at Scha-

ticook ; and that if they want it, they will come and buy it

at Albany.

The speech of the River Indians :

Fathers,

We are greatly rejoiced to see you all here. It is by the

will of Heaven that we are met here, and we thank you for

this opportunity of seeing you all together ; as it is a long

while since we have had such a one.

Fathers who sit present here.

We will just give you a short relation of the long friend-

ship which has subsisted between the white people of this

country and us.

Our forefathers had a castle on this river. As one of them
walked out, h«^ saw something on the river ; but was at a

loss to know what it was. He took it at first for a great

fish. He ran into the castle, and gave notice to the other

Indians. Two of our forefathers went to see what it was,

and found it a vessel with men in it. They immediately
joined hands with the people in the vessel, and became
friends. The white people told them they should not come
any further up the river at that time, and said to them they

would return back from whence they came, and come again

in a year's time. According to their promise they returned

back in a year's time, and came as far up the river as where
the old fort stood. Our forefathers invited them ashore, and
said to them. Here we will give you a place to make you a

town. It shall be from this place up to such a stream, (mean-
ing where the Patroon's mill now stands) and from the river

back up to the hill.

Our forefathers told them though they were now a small

people, they would in time multiply, and fill up the land they

had given them. After they were ashore some time, some
other Indians, who had not seen them before, looked fiercely

at them ; and our forefathers observing it, and seeing the

white people so few in number, lest they should be destroyed,

took and sheltered them under their arms. But it turned

out that those Indians did not desire to destroy them, but
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wished also to have the said white people for their friends.

At this time which we have now spoken of, the white people

were small, but we were very numerous and strong ; we de-

fended them in that low state. Hut now the case is altered
;

} ou are numerous and strong, we are few and weak. There-
fore we expect that you will act by us in these circumstances

as we did by you in those we have just now related. We
view you now as a very large tree, which has taken deep root

in the ground, whose branches are spread very wide. We
stand by the body of this tree, and we look round to see if

there be any who endeavor to hurt it ; and if it should so

happen that any are powerful enough to destroy it, we are

ready to fall with it. Gave a Belt.

Fathers,

You see how early we made friendship with you. We
tied each other in a very strong chain. Tluit chain has not

yet been broken. We now clean and rub that chain, to make
it brighter and stronger; and we determine, on our part, that

it never shall be broken ; and we hope you will take care that

neither you nor any one else shall break it. And we are

greatly rejoiced that peace and friendship have so long sub-

sisted between us. Gave a Belt.

Fathers,

Don't think strange at what we are about to say. We
would say something respecting our lands. When the white

people purchased from time to time of us, they said they only

wanted to purchase the low lands. They told us the hilly land

was good ibr nothing, and that it was full of wood and stones.

But now we see people living all about the hills and woods,
although they have not purchased the lands. When we in-

quire of the peo()le who live on the lands, what right they

have to them, they reply to us that we are not to be regarded,

and that these lands belong to the King, But we were the

first possessors of them ; and when the King lias paid us

for them, then they may say they are his. lluntin;: now has

grown very scarce, and we are not like to gc^t our livings that

way. Therefore we ho|)e that our fathers will take care that

we are paid for our lands, th;it we may live. Gave a Belt.

Made a present of a bundle of skins.

The Board then adjourned to 3 o'clock this afternoon.
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At a meeting, &c. on Monday, 8tli July, 1754, P. M.
Present,

All the Commissioners, except Col. Atkinson, Mr. Norris,

and the Commissioners from Maryland.

The Board proceeded in their consideration upon the plan

for a Union, but did not go through with it.

The speech proposed to be made to the Six Nations was
returned to the Board from his Honor, with the alterations

and additions proposed by the Board in the morning.

Ordered, that the said speech lay upon the table till some
further matters relating to it be agreed on by the Board.

The committee appointed in the morning to be present

with the Lieut. Governor of New York at a conference with

the Canajoharie Indians, returned from the same and reported

as follows :

That his Honor inquired of the Indians whether they had

not expressed themselves satisfied with the measures he had

taken concerning their lands, and the promise that he would
inquire further into the affair when he came to New York.

To which they replied, that they were sensible his Honor
was at Albany when they made their complaint at New York
last year ; that he had told them he had now left the papers

there, but he would inquire into it when he came there
;

that they were willing to try one year more, and if matters

were not made up by the Governor whom they looked upon
as their elder brother, but neglected as they used to be, they

would send to all their other brothers (pointing to the Com-
missioners) for their assistance ; and that they agreed to this

the rather, as there were French Indians in town, and they

did not think it convenient to have any difference before them.

Upon which his Honor again assured them he would inquire

into their affairs, in order to their being satisfied, especially as

he had the King's orders for it.

The Board receiving a message from his Honor that the

sachems of the Six Nations were attending to be spoke to,

the Board adjourned to 9 o'clock to-morrow mornings and

waited upon the Governor.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany, on Tuesday,

the 9th July, 1754, A. M. Present,
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Joseph IMurray and William Smith, Esq'rs, of the Council

of New York ; all the Commissioners, except Col. Partridge

and Mr. Hopkins.

The public conference between his Honor the Lieut. Gov-
ernor of New York and the Conmiissioners of the several

Governments with the sachems of the Six Nations yesterday

evening was road, and ordered to be entered as follows.

Brethren,

You told me your hearts were deeply concerned at the sad

effects which may arise from soiling rum in your respective

countries. I will give orders that the laws already made for

preventing the sale of this liquor among you shall be strictly

put in execution ; and whatever further provision in the

law is necessary, I will endeavor it shall be made ; that you
may see I take care of your health and your peace, which are

hurt and disturbed by the use of this Tupior among you of the

five Ujjper nations. And as to what you of the Mohawks have

said, 1 shall consider how far it may be necessary to restrain

the people living round you from selling rum ; and if I can

think of a proper remedy for this evil, 1 \^ ill endeavor to

apply it.

Brethren of the upper castle of the Mohawks,
I am well j)leased with your earnest request to have a

church built amongst you, and shall do every thing in my
j)ower to promote so good a work ; and it is very agreeable

to me and the Commissioners from all the Governments
present, to find a disposition in you to receive the Christian

religion.

Brethren,

As I hav(; given you satisfaction with respect to one of

your com|)laints about your land, which lay heavy on your

minds, and have assured you that 1 shall endeavor to do you

justice as to the rest when I come to New York, 1 shall not

say any thing farther to you on that alTair now.

The Governor beins; informed by the interpreter that they

chosi! to have the powder divided on the hill, told them it

was in his opinion better for tluin to have it sent to Sche-

nectady.

Ileiidrick answered for them, " Just as his Honor pleased ;'^

who told them he would order the j)owder to Schenectady,

and the rum above the settlements ; with which they ex-

pressed themselves satisfied.
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His Honor then said :

I have now done speaking to you. But before I cover up

the fire, 1 must recommend it to you to behave quietly and

peaceably to all your brethren and their cattle in your return

home.
Hendrick then replied

:

Your Honor told us you now covered up the fires ; and we
are highly pleased that all things have been so amicably set-

tled, and hope that all that has passed between us may be

strictly observed on both sides.

Brethren of the several Governments,

We hope that you will not fail in the covenant chain,

wherewith we have mutually bound ourselves, and now so

solemnly renewed and strengthened. If we don't hold fast

by this chain of friendship, our enemies will laugh us to

scorn.

Brethren,

We wish you would all contribute to provide some provis-

ion for us in our way home, which will effectually prevent

our people from killing the inhabitants' cattle ; and we desire

you will provide some wagons for us to go to Schenectady.

We think this expense will fall too heavy upon one province,

as we have the presents from all to carry up.

We beg we may all take care of the fire of friendship, and

preserve it by our mutual attention from any injuries. We
will take care of it on our sides, and we hope our brethren

will do so on theirs. We wish this tree of friendship may
grow up to a great height, and then we shall be a powerful

people.

Brethren,

We, the United Nations, shall rejoice in the increase 'of

our strength, so that all other nations may stand in awe of us.

Brethren,

I will just tell you what a people we were formerly. If

any of our enemies rose against us, we had no occasion to

lift up our whole hand against them ; for our little finger was
sufficient. And as we have now made so strong a confed-

eracy, if we are truly earnest therein, we may retrieve the

ancient glory of the Five Nations.

Brethren,

We have now done ; but one word we must add. The
interpreter, if the French continue their hostilities, will want

8
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assistance, three or four to be joined with him ;
but this

matter we submit to the Governor. We have now finished

all that we have to say.

The Governor replied

:

Brethren,

It gives me and all the Commissioners here present great

satisfaction, that this interview has concluded so amicably on

all sides. I have ordered thirty wagons to be provided for

your service, which I expect here to-morrow morning, and I

have ordered provisions for you to serve you on your journey.

I hope that by this present union we shall grow up to a

great height, and be as powerful and famous as you were of

old. As to the interpreter, when the circumstances of this

country require it, he shall have the necessary assistance
;

and I assure you, in the name of this Government and all the

Governments here present, that we shall endeavor to extend

and preserve the covenant chain by every possible method in

our power.

They asked his Honor when himself and the Commis-
sioners proposed to return home. His Honor answered, that

they had some matters yet to settle about the Union, and

then they should set out for their respective habitations.

The Governor then, in his own name and that of the

Commissioners, wished them a good journey, and they re-

turned the compliment ; and then the conferences broke up.

The answers of the Lieut. Governor and the Commission-

ers to the Schaticook and River Indians were next read, and

ordered to be entered as follows.

The answer to the Schaticook Indians.

Children,

We condole with you on the loss of your old and experi-

enced people. A Siring.

Children,

I and the Commissioners from the other Governments here

present are glad to sec that although you are youui; and in-

experienced, yet you are willing to take advice, and are de-

termined to remain faithful to the King and friendly to all

his subjects. A Belt.

Answer to the River Indians.

Children,

We are glad to fmd that you treasure up in your meraories

the mutual instances of friendship between our ancestors and
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yours. The remembrance of that friendship will descend to

our posterity, and we desire you to hand it down to yours
;

and although there is a great alteration in circumstances since

our predecessors first came among you, yet we have not less

affection for you than they had. A Belt.

Children,

Your brightening and strengthening the covenant chain is

well-pleasing to me and the Commissioners. We acknowl-

edge you have never broken it. We have likewise preserved

it entire, and are determined to continue to do so. A Belt.

Children,

You complain that some of the people of this province are

in possession of your lands, which you never sold. This is

a complaint which affects persons who live at a distance. I

have ordered notice to be given them of it ; and if, upon
inquiry into the affair, it shall appear that you have been

injured, I will endeavor to get you redressed. But I shall

observe to you, that the constant method of granting lands

in this Province is and has been by license from the Governor

to purchase from the Indians ; and upon the purchase being

returned before him in Council, he with their advice orders a

patent ; and that most of these lands concerning which you
complain were patented when you were children ; some before

any of you were born.

Ordered, that the following minutes be made. That the

last paragraph of the foregoing answer to the River Indians

about the manner of patenting lands in this Province, begin-

ning with the words, «' I shall observe," was an addition

made by his Honor to the draught sent him yesterday by this

Board.

Col. Johnson, Mr. Chambers, Col. Partridge and Mr. Hop-
kins took their seats.

The plan of the Union was debated and agreed upon, and

Mr. Franklin was desired to make a draught of it as now
concluded upon.

Adjourned to 5 o'clock this evening.

At a meeting, &c. on Tuesday, the 9th July, 1754, P. M.
Present,

The Honorable the Lieut. Governor, and the four gentle-
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men of the Council of New York, and all the Commissioners,

except Mr. Franklin, absent by his appointment in the

morning.

The draught of the representation, &;c. was read, and con-

sidered paragraph by paragraph, some amendments made,

and the whole was agreed to, and ordered to be minuted as

follows.

That his Majesty's title to the northern continent of Amer-
ica appears to be founded on the discovery thereof first made
and the possession thereof first taken in 1497, under a com-

mission from Henry VII. of England to Sebastian Cabot.

That the French have possessed themselves of several parts

of this continent, which by treaties have been ceded and

confirmed to them.

That the right of the English to the whole seacoast from

Georgia on the south to the river St. Lawrence on the north,

excepting the island of Cape Breton and the islands in the

Bay of St. Lawrence, remains plain and indisj)utable. That

all the lands or countries westward, from the Atlantic Ocean
to the South Sea, between 48 and 34 degrees north latitude,

were expressly included in the grant of King .lames the

First, to divers of his subjects so long since as the year

1606, and afterwards confirmed in 1G'20 ; and under this grant

the Colony of Virginia claims extent as far west as the South

Sea ; and the ancient Colonies of the Massacliusetts Bay and

Connecticut were, by their respective charters made to extend

to the said South Sea. So that not only the right to the sea-

coast, but to all the inland countries from sea to sea, has at

all times been asserted by the crown of England.

That the Province of Nova Scotia or Acadie hath known
and determinate bounds by th(; original grant Irom King James

the First; and that there is abundant evidence of the sense

which the French had of these bounds while they were in

possession of it ; and that these bounds being thus known,

the said Province, by {\w. treaty oi Utrecht, according to its

ancient limits, was ceded to Great Britain, and remained in

possession thereof until the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, by

which it was confirni(;d. But by said treaty it is stipulated

that the bounds of the .said Province shall be determined by

.commissaries, &:c.

That by the treaty of Utrecht the country of the Five

Cantons of the Iroquois is expressly acknowledged to be

under the dominion of the crown of Great Britain.
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That the lake Champlain, formerly called lake Iroquois, and

the country southward of it as far as the Dutch or English

settlements, the lakes Ontario, Erie, and all the countries ad-

jacent, have by all ancient authors, French and English, been

allowed to belong to the Five Cantons or Nations ; and the

whole of these countries, long before the said treaty of

Utrecht, were by the said nations put under the protection of

the crown of Great Britain.

That by the treaty of Utrecht there is reserved to the

French a liberty of frequenting the countries of the Five

Nations and other Indians in friendship with Great Britain,

for the sake of commerce ; as there is also to the English a

liberty of frequenting the countries of those in friendship with

France, for the same purpose.

That after the treaty of Utrecht the French built several

fortresses in the country of the Five Nations, and a very

strong one at a place called Crown Point, to the south of

lake Champlain.

That the French Court hath evidently, since the treaty of

Aix-la-Chapelle, made this northern continent more than ever

the object of its attention.

That the French have most unjustly taken possession of

part of the Province of Nova Scotia, and in the river St.

John's and other parts of said Province they have built strong

fortresses ; and from this river they will have during the win-

ter and spring season a much easier communication between
France and Canada than they have heretofore had, and will

be furnished with a harbor more commodiously situated for

the annoying the British Colonies by privateers and men of

war than Louisburg itself.

That they have taken possession of and begun a settle-

ment at the head of the river Kennebeck, within the bounds

of the Province of Maine, the most convenient situation for

affording support and safe retreat to the eastern Indians in any

of their attempts upon the Governments of New England.

That it appears, by information of the natives, the French
have been making preparations for another settlement at a

place called Coos, on Connecticut river, near the head there-

of, where it is but about ten miles distant from a branch of

Merrimack river, and from whence there is a very near and easy

communication with the Abenakis Indians, who are settled on

the river St. Francis, about forty miles from the river St.
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Lawrence ; and it is certain that the inhabitants of New
Hampshire, in which province this Coos is supposed to lie,

have been interrupted and impeded by the French Indians

from making any settlement there.

That since the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, the French have

increased the number of their forts in the country of the

great Lakes and of the rivers which run into the Mississippi,

and are securing a communication between the two Colonies

of Louisiana and Canada, and at the same time putting

themselves into a capacity of annoying the southern British

Colonies, and j)reventing any further settlement of his Ma-
jesty's dominions.

That they have been gradually increasing their troops in

America, trans|)ortini2: them in their ships of war, which return

to France with a bare complement of men, leaving the rest in

their Colonies ; and by this means they are less observed by

the powers of Euro|)e than they would be if transports, as

usual heretoiore, were provided for this purpose.

That they have taken prisoners, divers of his Majesty's

subjects, trading in the country of the Iro(|uois and other

inland parts, and plundered such prisoners of several thousand

pounds sterling ; and they are continually exciting the Indians

to destroy or make prisoners the inhabitants of the frontiers

of the British Colonies, which prisoners are carried to Can-

ada, and a price equal to what slaves are sold for in the plan-

tations is demanded for their red(>mption and release.

That they arc continually drawing off the Indians iVomthe
British interest, and have lately persuaded one half of the

Onondago tribe, with many from the other nations along

with them, to remove to a place called Os\vegatchi(% on the

river Cadaraqui, where they have built tluMii a church and

fort ; and many of the Senecas, the most numerous nation,

appear to be wav(Ming, and rather incline to the FrtMU'h ; and

it is a melancholy consideration, that not more than one hun-

dred and fifty men of all the several nations have attended

this treaty : although they had notice that all the Govern-

ments w ould be here by their Commissioners, and that a large

present would be given.

That it is the evident desijjn of the French to surroimd

the British Colonies, to fortifv themselves on the back thereof,

to take and keep jxissession of all the important rivers, to

draw over the Indians to their interest, and with the help of
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such Indians, added to such forces as are already arrived and
may hereafter be sent from Europe, to be in a capacity of
making a general attack on the several Governments ; and if

at the same time a strong naval force be sent from France,
there is the utmost danger that the whole continent will be
subjected to that crown. And that the danger of such a
naval force is not merely imaginary, may be argued from past
experience

;
for if it had not been for the most extraordinary

interposition of Heaven, every seaport town on the continent,
in the year 1746, might have been ravaged and destroyed by
the squadron under the command of the Duke D'Anville,
notwithstanding the then declining state of the French, and
the very flourishing state of the British navy, and the further
advantage accruing to the English from the possession of Cape
Breton.

That the French find by experience they are able to make
greater and more sure advantages upon their neighbors in

peace than in war. Whatlhey unjustly possessed themselves
of after the peace of Utrecht, they now pretend to have a
right to hold, by virtue of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle,
until the true boundary between the English and the French
be settled by commissaries. But their conquests made dur-
ing the war they have been obliged to restore.

That the French affairs relative to this continent are under
one direction, and constantly regarded by the crown and min-
istry

;
who are not insensible how great a stride they would

make towards a universal monarchy, if the British Colonies
were added to their dominions, and consequently the whole
trade of North America engrossed by them.

That the said Colonies being in a divided, disunited stated-

there has never been any joint exertion of their force or coun-
sels to repel or defeat the measures of the French, and par-
ticular Colonies are unable and unwilling to maintain the
cause of the whole.

That there has been a very great neglect of the affairs of
the Iroquois, or, as they are commonly called, the Indians of
the Six Nations

; and their friendship and alliance has been
improved to private purposes, for the sake of the trade with
them, and the purchase or acquisition of their lands, more
than to the public service.

That they are supplied with rum by the traders in vast and
almost incredible quantities ; the laws of the Colonies now
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in force being insufficient to restrain the supply ; and the

Indians of every nation are frequently drunk, and abused in

their trade, and their affections thereby alienated from the

English. They often wound and murder one another in their

liquor, and to avoid revenge, flee to the French ; and perhaps

more have been lost by these means than by the French

artifices.

That purchases of lands from the Indians by private per-

sons, for small trifling considerations, have been the cause of

great uneasiness and discontents ; and if the Indians are not

in fact imposed on and injured, yet they are apt to think that

they have been ; and indeed they appear not fit to be intrusted

at large with the sale of their own lands ; and the laws of

some of the Colonies, which makes such sales void unless

the allowance of the Government be first obtained, seem to

be well founded.

That the granting or patenting vast tracts of land to private

persons or compaiiies, without conditions of speedy settle-

ment, has tended to prevent the strengthening the frontiers

of the particular Colony where such tracts lie, and been

prejudicial to the rest.

That it seems absolutely necessary that speedy and eflfec-

tual measures be taken to secure the Colonies from the sla-

very they are threatened with. That any further advances

of the French should be prevented, and the encroachments

already made removed. That the Indians in alliance or

friendship with the English be constantly regarded under

some wise direction or superintendency. That endeavors be

used for the recovery of those Indians who arc lately gone
over to the French, and for securing those that remain. That
some discreet |)erson or persons be appointed to reside con-

stantly with each nation of Indians ; such person to have no

concern in trade, and duly to communicate all advices to the

superintendiMits.

That the trade with the said Indians be well regulated, and
made subservient to the public interest more than to private

That there be forts built for the security of each nation,

and the better carrying on the trade with them. That warlike

vessels be provided sufficient to maintain his Majesty's right

to a free navigation on the several lakes. That all future pur-

chases of lands from the Indians be void, uidess made by the
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Government where such lands lie, and from the Indians in a
body, in their public councils. That the patentees or pos-
sessors of large unsettled territories be enjoined to cause
them to be settled in a reasonable time, on pain of forfeiture.

That the complaints of the Indians relative to any grants
or possessions of their lands fraudulently obtained be inquired
into, and all injuries redressed ; that the bounds of those
Colonies which extend to the South Sea be contracted, and
limited by the Alleghany or Apalachian mountains ; and that
measures be taken for settling from time to time Colonies of
his Majesty's Protestant subjects westward of said mountains,
in convenient cantons to be assigned for that purpose ; and
finally that there be a Union of his Majesty's several Govern-
ments on the continent, that so their counsels, treasure and
strength may be employed in due proportion against their

common enemy. All which is submitted.

Adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow morning.

At a meeting in the Court House at Albany on Wednesday,
the 10th July, 1734, A. M. Present,

All the Commissioners for Massachusetts Bay ; all the
Commissioners for New Hampshire, except Mr. Sherburne

;

all the Commissioners for Connecticut ; the Commissioners
for Rhode Island ; all the Commissioners for Pennsylvania.

Mr. Murray and Mr. Smith took their seats.

Mr Franklin reported the draught, in a new form, of a Plan
of a Union, agreeable to the determination of yesterday

;

which was read paragraph by paragraph, and debated, and the
further consideration of it deferred to the afternoon.

Adjourned to 3 o'clock this afternoon.

At a meeting, &c. on Wednesday, the 10th July, 1754,
P. M. Present,

His Honor the Lieut. Governor and the four gentlemen
of the Council of New York, and all the Commissioners for

the respective Governments.
The consideration of the Plan of a Union was resumed

;

which Plan is as follows

:

9
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[Here the MS. breaks off abruptly. Whether the remainder of the

Journal is now in existence, we have not been able to ascertain. The

Plan of Union adopted by the Congress is inserted below, as copied from

the Writings of Franklin.

—

Puh. Com.']

PLAN OF UNION.

It is proposed that humble application be made for an Act

of Parliament of Great Britain, by virtue of which one gen-

eral government may be formed in America, including all the

said colonies, within and under which government each col-

ony may retain its present constitution, except in the partic-

ulars wherein a change may be directed by the said Act, as

hereafter follows.

President- General and Grand Council.

That the said general government be administered by a

President-General, to be appointed and supported by the

crown ; and a Grand Council, to be chosen by the represen-

tatives of the peoi)le of the several colonies met in their

respective Assemblies.

Election of Members.

That within months after the passing such Act, the

House of Rej)resentatives, that happen to be sitting within

that time, or that shall be especially for that purpose con-

vened, may and shall choose members for the Grand Council,

in the following j)roportion, that is to say.

Massachusetts B
New Hampshire,
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Grand Council every three years ; and on the death or resig-

nation of any member, his place should be supplied by a new
choice at the next sitting of the Assembly of the colony he

represented.

Proportion of Members after the first three years.

That after the first three years, when the proportion of

money arising out of each colony to the general treasury can

be known, the number of members to be chosen for each

colony shall from time to time, in all ensuing elections, be

regulated by that proportion, yet so as that the number to be

chosen by any one province be not more than seven, nor less

than two.

Meetings of the Grand Council, and Call.

That the Grand Council shall meet once in every year,

and oftener if occasion require, at such time and place as

they shall adjourn to at the last preceding meeting, or as they

shall be called to meet at by the President-General on any

emergency ; he having first obtained in writing the consent

of seven of the members to such call, and sent due and timely

notice to the whole.

Continuance.

That the Grand Council have power to choose their speak-

er ; and shall neither be dissolved, prorogued, nor continued

sitting longer than six weeks at one time, without their own
consent or the special command of the crown.

Members'^ Allowance.

That the members of the Grand Council shall be allowed

for their service ten shillings sterling per diem, during their

session and journey to and from the place of meeting ; twenty

miles to be reckoned a day's journey.

Assent of President-General and his Duty.

That the assent of the President-General be requisite to

all acts of the Grand Council, and that it be his office and

duty to cause them to be carried into execution.

Power of President-General and Grand Council; Treaties

of Peace and War.

That the President-General, with the advice of the Grand
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Council, hold or direct all Indian treaties, in which the gen-

eral interest of the colonies may be concerned ; and make
peace or declare war with Indian nations.

Indian Trade.

That they make such laws as they judge necessary for

regulating all Indian trade.

Indian Purchases.

That they make all purchases, from Indians for the crown,

of lands not now within the bounds of particular colonies, or

that shall not be within their bounds when some of them are

reduced to more convenient dimensions.

New Settlements.

That they make new settlements on such purchases, by

granting lands in the King's name, reserving a quit-rent to

the crown for the use of the general treasury.

Laws to govern them.

That they make laws for regulating and governing such

new settlements, till the crown shall think lit to form them
into particular governments.

Raise Soldiers, and equip Vessels, ^c.

That they raise and pay soldiers and build forts for the

defence of any of the colonies, and equip vessels of force to

guard the coasts and protect the trade on the ocean, lakes, or

great rivers ; but xhvy shall not impress men in any colony,

without the consent of the Legislature.

Power to make Laws, lay Duties, ^c.

That for these purposes they have power to make laws,

and lay and levy such general duties, imj)osts, or taxes, as to

them shall appear most equal and just (considering the ability

and other circumstances of the inhabitants in the several

colonies), and such as may be collected with the least incon-

venience to the people ; rather discouraging luxury, than

loading industry with unnecessary burthens.

General Treasurer and Particular Treasurer.

That they may appoint a General Treasurer and Particular

Treasurer iu each government, when necessary ; and from

I
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time to time may order the sums in the treasuries of each

government into the general treasury ; or draw on them for

special payments, as they find most convenient.

Money, how to issue.

Yet no money to issue but by joint orders of the President-

General and Grand Council ; except where sums have been

appropriated to particular purposes, and the President-Gen-

eral is previously empowered by an act to draw such sums.

Accounts.

That the general accounts shall be yearly settled and re-

ported to the several Assemblies.

Quorum.

That a quorum of the Grand Council, empowered to act

with the President-General, do consist of twenty-five mem-
bers ; among whom there shall be one or more from a major-

ity of the colonies.

Laws to be Transmitted.

That the laws made by them for the purposes aforesaid

shall not be repugnant, but, as near as may be, agreeable to

the laws of England, and shall be transmitted to the King in

Council for approbation, as soon as may be after their pass-

ing ; and if not disapproved within three years after presen-

tation, to remain in force.

Death of the President- General.

That, in case of the death of the President-General, the

Speaker of the Grand Council for the time being shall suc-

ceed, and be vested with the same powers and authorities, to

continue till the King's pleasure be known.

Officers, how Appointed.

That all military commission officers, whether for land or

sea service, to act under this general constitution, shall be

nominated by the President-General ; but the approbation

of the Grand Council is to be obtained, before they receive

their commissions. And all civil officers are to be nominated

by the Grand Council, and to receive the President-General's

approbation before they officiate.
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Vacancies, how Supplied.

But, in case of vacancy by death or removal of any officer

civil or military under this constitution, the Governor of the

province in which such vacancy happens may appoint, till the

pleasure of the President-General and Grand Council can be

known.

Each Colony may defend itself on Emergency^ ^-c.

That the particular military as well as civil establishments

in each colony remain in their present state, the general con-

stitution notwithstanding ; and that on sudden emergencies

any colony may defend itself, and lay the accounts of expense

thence arising before the President-General and General

Council, who may allow and order payment of the same, as

far as they judge such accounts just and reasonable.
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Journal of the Treaty held at Albant, in August,

1775, WITH THE Six Nations by the Commissioners
OF the Twelve United Colonies, met in General
Congress at Philadelphia.

[The attention of the Continental Congress was very early drawn to

the importance of securing the alliance, or at least the neutrality, of the

Indian tribes, during the impending conflict with the mother country.

It was accordingly determined, on the 12th of July, 1775, that there

should be established three departments of Indian Affairs, the northern,

middle, and southern, the northern to include the Six Nations and all

other tribes to the northward of them ; and that Commissioners should

be appointed " with power to treat with the Indians in their respective

departments, to preserve peace and friendship, and to prevent their tak-

ing any part in the present commotions." The Commissioners for the

northern department, chosen on the 13th of July, were Major General
Philip Schuyler, Major Joseph Hawley, Mr. Turbot Francis, Mr. Oliver

Wolcott, and Mr. Volkert P. Douw. These Commissioners, with the

exception of Major Hawley, who declined serving on account of ill

health, held a treaty with the Six Nations at Albany, in August of the

same year. The Journal of that treaty is now for the first time printed

from a MS. in the archives of our Society.

—

Publishing Committee.']

German Flats, Tuesday, Aug. 15, 1775.

At a meeting with the sachems and warriors of the Six

Nations at this place. Present,

Volkert P. Uouw, Esq. > ^ . .

rr 1 T- • T^ > Commissioners.
iurbot irancis, li,sq. )

The following speech was delivered by Col. Francis.

Brethren of the Six Nations, attend.

We acquainted you yesterday from whence we came, and

by whose authority ; namely, by the authority of the Twelve
United Colonies dwelling upon this island of America. We
acquainted you that we were two persons of five appointed

by the Twelve United Colonies now met in council at Phil-

adelphia, to invite you down to Albany, where you may expect

to meet our other three brethren, appointed to act in conjunc-

tion with us. When we meet you, our brethren of the Six

Nations and your allies, at Albany, we will rekindle the
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council-fire which our ancestors and yours formerly kindled up

at that place, and there sit down and converse together upon

the present situation of the Twelve United Colonies, and

disclose to you their minds thereon. We have important

matters to communicate to you, our brethren of the Six Na-
tions and your allies, which cannot he disclosed until the

council-fire be kindled up at Albany, and we are in full

assembly.

Brethren,

We observe that many of our brethren of the Six Nations

are not here present ; and as it is the wish of the Twelve
United Colonies that there may be a general meeting of their

brethren of the Six Nations, we their deputies, in their names,

beg you would send to all these absent brethren of the Six

Nations, and invite them to come down and sit at the council-

fire at Albany, that they may hear from us the sentiments of

their brethren of the Twelve United Colonies.

Brethren,

We now inform you that your brethren of the Twelve
United Colonies have sent you and your allies a token of their

love and friendship, which is now at Albany, and which we
shall deliver to you at that place. A String.

Brethren,

As our friends and your allies, the Caghnawagas, and the

seven towns upon the river St. Lawrence, live at a great dis-

tance, and have not yet had an invitation to come down to

the council-fire which we, the deputies of the Twelve United

Colonies, will kiiulle at Albany, we beg your assistance in

forwarding an invitation to them ; and wish you would imme-
diately appoint four or six of your most active and sensible

men, who may be relied on, to transact the great and import-

ant business which they will have in hand. A Belt.

Brethren,

As many mischievous and ill-disposed persons may attempt

to raise up in your minds sentiments that are unfriendly to

your brethren of the Twelve United Colonies, we beg you

will shut your ears and fortify your minds against any such

evil and false reports ; and if any such liars and deceivers

should appear among you, and attempt to j)oison your minds,

be assured they are as much your enemies as the enemies of

your brethren of the Twclv»; I'nited Colonies together, and

which is now going to be made stronger at Albany. A Belt.
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To this Kanas;hqnaesa, an Oneida sachem, replied.

Brother Solihoany and our Albanj brother, Commission-
ers from the Twelve United Colonies,

You have now opened your minds. We have heard your
voices. Your speeches are far from being contemptible. But
as the day is far spent, we defer a reply till to-morrow, as we
are weary from having sat long in council. We think it time
for a little drink; and you must remember that the' Twelve
United Colonies are a great body.

German Flats, Wednesday, 1 6th August, 1 775.
The council having again assembled, Tiahogwando, an

Oneida sachem, addressed himself as follows.

Brother Solihoany and our Albany brother, attend.
We are now assembled at the German Flats, at which

place you kindled up a council-fire, and yesterday called us
together, and acquainted us from whence you came and by
whose authority,—namely, by that of the Twelve United
Colonies, and you opened your business to us. Brothers, now
attend. Through the mercy of God we are brought to this

day, and the Six Nations are now in full assembly at this

place, where we smoke a pipe in friendship and in love. We
are glad to hear your voices. You are come in the name of
the Twelve United Colonies to invite us down to Albany to
a council-fire of peace. You desire we should all attend with
our confederates, as you say the council-fire that is to be kin-
dled up at Albany is of much importance. Brothers, we
thank you for this invitation

; it meets with our entire appro-
bation. Here we are of every tribe in the Six Nations \ it

shall be done as you have said.

1 Brothers,

I

You have desired that all our confederates should receive
this invitation. This cannot be done short of one year, as
we extend very far, and could not possibly call the extrem-
ities of our confederacy to this intended meeting. But
possess your minds in peace. When this Congress is over, and
:he council-fire raked up. We shall acquaint all our allies with
^hat has passed. Brothers, this is the answer of all the Six
S^ations, who are now here represented from everv tribe.

10
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Brothers, attend.

Yesterday you said that you were sensible our confederacy

extended to Caghnawaga, and the Seven Tribes upon the

river St. Lawrence ; that it would be very agreeable for your

brothers from that quarter to attend this great council-fire to

be kindled at Albany by order of the Twelve United Colo-

nies ; and that it was the desire of your brethren of all those

Provinces, that they should attend togethei with us.

Brothers,

You therefore desired our assistance to forward this your

belt of invitation to the Cashnawagas and the Seven Tribes

in that quarter. Brothers, possess your minds in peace. We
the Six Nations are |)ut to difficulty to grant this request.

We are very much embarrassed for this reason. The man
is now there who will vex vour minds, and never consent to

their coming down, and will draw hard upon their minds

another way. Brothers, possess your minds in peace. We
of the Six Nations have the minds of the Caghnawagas and

the Seven Tribes in that quarter. At our central council-

house when this took place, they addressed us of the Six

Nations in the following uiamier : You are better capable of

maintaining peace than we are ; therefore we deliver up our

minds to you. For these reasons we advise you to reconsider

your petition to us, seeing we are so embarrassed we cannot

grant it. Perhaps you will say to us when your intended

council-fire shall be over, Brothers, do you of the Six Na-
tions acquaint all your confederatiis and allies of what has

passed at this council-fue of peace ; and this ue siiall do with

great care and exactness. Now, brothers, you see we are

embarrassed ; and therefore give you this advice.

Belt returned.

To this Col. Francis answered.

Brethren of the Six Nations,

It gives us a great deal of uneasiness to find vou cannot

at present convey this belt to uur friends in Canada. We
have heard your reasons, and are sorry to find one of our

blood is already there, end(^avoiing to draw tiieir minds from

us, when we mean nothing but j)eace towards them. As
there are a great many Englishmen in Canada, we know not

who you mean. We shall therefore be glad to have the par-

ticular man pointed out.
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To which Abraham, a Mohawk sachem, replied.

Brothers,

We take it for granted that you all know the very man we
mean, as we said he was of your blood. We see no neces-

sity of pointing him out more explicitly.

Tiahogwando, the Onondago sachem, then spoke again.

Brother Solihoany and our Albany brother.

We take it for granted you have called us to a council of

peace and entire iriendship ; and you have taken us by the

hand. As there are men of different minds, and some may
be illy disposed, we desire you will admonish your own peo-

ple that they offer us no abuse in the way down to your

council-fire of peace. If this caution should be neglected,

some misfortune might happen ; as all people do not meet so

much like brothers "as furmerly, on account of the present sit-

uation of affairs. It would l)e unhappy if our council-fire

should be crushed by any mischief-makers. We have given

you this caution, that while we are marching along in peace

and quietness, we might not be alarmed by a blow struck in

our rear. We therefore desire you would begin, even at this

council-fire, to publish your admonitions to unwise and un-

governable people. By this belt we declare to you, our

brothers, that the road is as open for passing and repassing,

and free from all embarrassments through the Six Nations, as

it has been for a long time. Therefore we desire that we
may have the same open road down to your intended council-

fire at Albany.

To which Col. Francis made the following answer.

Brethren of the Six Nations,

By this belt you desire that we may clear the road to Al-

bany, that none of our people may injure you. The road

shall be as clear for you to go to Albany as it is for us to go

to the country of the Six Nations. The Twelve United

Colonies have given us great power over the white people.

We will appoint white men, who speak your language, and

love your nations, to see you safe down to Albany, and to

provide provisions for you on the way. We shall set out for

Albany to-morrow morning, to prepare matters for kindling up

the great council-fire there.
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At a meeting of the Commissioners for transacting Indian

affairs in the northern department, held at Alhany on Wed-
nesday, the 2t3d August, 1775. Present,

Gen. Schuyler, Col. Francis, Mr. Douw.
Resolved, unanimously, that the Indians of the Six Nations

be invited to receive our congratulations on their safe arrival

here ; that it be nt five o'clock this afternoon ; that the com-
mittee of the city of Albany and the principal gentlemen of

the place be requested to accompany the Conmiissioners
;

and that the following letters be wrote for that purpose to

the chairman of the committee.

Albany, 23il August, 1775.

Gentlemen,
Your generous exertions to support the American cause

against the nefarious schemes of a wicked and protligate min-

istry, the propriety with which you have conducted those

Indian affairs that have become the subject of }our consider-

ation, a consciousness that without your aid, and that of gen-

tlemen of the town conversant in those matters, the important

business of the ensuing conference cannot be so properly

conducted as our zeal for the service makes us wish, are so

many motives which point out to us the necessity of calling

on you and those gentlemen for your aid and advice ; w hich

we entreat you will give us without reserve ; and be assured

that it will Ix; att(Mulcd to u ith all that (h^fcrcnce that is due
to your rcspectabh; body and to their good Judgment. We pro-

pose to pay a visit this afternoon at hve o'clock to the Indians.

VVe beg the favor of the committee to honor us with their

company, as so r(\spcctablc a body will greatly add to the

complimentary visit we nusui to pav thcMii. VVe shall go from

Cartwrigbl's, and shall tak(^ it as a favor if the gentlemen of

the town, who are not of the committee, would be pleased to

go with us.

VVe are, gentlemen, with great respect.

Your most humble servants,

P. Schuyler,
V^OLKF.RT P. Douw,
TruBOT Francis.
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To which the committee returned the following answer.'&

Gentlemen,

Your polite invitation for us to join in paying a complimen-
tary visit to the Indians this afternoon at five o'clock we
accept of, and shall for that purpose attend at Cartwright's,

at the hour appointed.

We are, gentlemen, your most humble servants.

By order of the committee,

Abraham Yates, Jr. Chairman,

The sachems and warriors of the Six Nations beino; assem-

bled, the Commissioners, attended by the committee and
principal gentlemen of the city of Albany, met them, and
addressed them as follows.

Brethren of the Six Nations,

We, the deputies appointed by the Twelve United Colo-

nies, the descendants of Quedar, and the gentlemen of the

city of Albany, congratulate you on your arrival here. They
are glad to see you well, and thank the great God that he
suffers us to meet.

At a meeting of the Commissioners for transacting Indian

affairs for the northern department, held at the city of Albany,

on Tuesday, 25th of August, 1775. Present,

Gen. Schuyler, Col. Wolcott, Col. Francis, Mr. Douw.
The following message was sent to the committee of the

<:hy of Albany.

Albany, 25th August, 1775.

Gentlemen,

The Commissioners of Indian affairs are to open the treaty

with the Six Nations this morning, about eleven, at the Dutch

church. They request the favor of your attendance, and that

of the principal gentlemen of the town, and would wish,

previous to the meeting, to be honored with your company at

Cartwright's.

To Abraham Yates, Jr. Esq. Chairman of the committee

j
of Albany.

The chairman and committee attended agreeable to invi-

tation.
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At a treaty began and held with the Indians of the Six

United Nations at the city of Albany, on Friday, the 23th of

August, 1773. Present,

Gen. Schuyler, Col. 01iv(!r Wolcott, Col. Turbot Francis,

Volkert P. Douvv, Commissioners ; the chairman and com-
mittee and principal inhabitants of the city of Albany.

Senghnagenrat, an Oneida sachem, oj)ened the treaty with

the following speech.

Brothers,

We waited upon you yesterday evening, and acquainted you
that we should first speak to our brethren, the committee of

Albany. We have done so, and have opened our whole minds

to them.

Brothers,

When we met two of your body at the German Flats, they
i

presented these strings to us, and invited us to come down to J

Albany, and kindle uj) a great council-fne of peace under the i

ausi)ices of the Twelve United Colonies. Now as these

strings have never been chaniied, we return them to vou aijain,

and desire that the great council-hre of peace may be kin-

dled up.

Brothers,

By this belt you desired us to shut our ears and fortify our

minds against any evil reports that we might hear on our way
down, and to j)ay no regard to what any liars and ill-disposed

persons might say to us ; as they \^ould only mean to sow
dissension between us and our brothers of the Twelve United

Colonies. Brothers, our minds are |)roof against the attempts

of such wicked persons. Now, brothers, let us give you
advice on our parts. There are liars and mischief-makers

j

among the Indians, as well as amongst the white people.

Therefore pay no rc^gard to this or that, that any singh; Indian

may say, but attend to what you may hear from the mouth
of the great council ; for that will be the truth, and the sense

of all the Six United Nations.

The Commissioners then addressed themselves in the fol-

lowing manner.

Broth(;rs, sachems, and warriors of tlu* Six Nations,

We return thanks to the great God that has suHered us to

meet together this day in love, peace, and friendship. In token
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of which we will now sit down and smoke the pipe of peace

together.

(Here the great pipe was lighted up, and went round ; after

which the Commissioners proceeded.)

Brothers, &:c.

We, the deputies appointed by and in the name of the

Twelve United Colonies, assisted by the descendants of your

ancient friend Quedar, and your Albany brethren, embrace

this opportunity to rekindle the ancient council-fire, which

formerly burnt as bright as the sun in this place, and to heap

on it so much fuel that it may never be extinguished ; and

also to renew the ancient covenant chain with you, which you
know has always been kept bright and clean, without any
stain or rust ; and which by this belt we now strengthen^

that forever hereafter you and we may have but one hearty

one head, one eye, and one hand. A Belt.

Brethren,

Our business with you, besides rekindling the ancient coun-

cil-fire, and renewing the covenant, and brightening up every

link of the chain, is, in the first place, to inform you of the

advice that was given about thirty years ago, by your wise

forefathers, in a great council which they held at Lancaster,

in Pennsylvania, when Cannassateego spoke to us, the white

people, in these very words.*
" Brethren, we, the Six Nations, heartily recommend union?

and a good agreement between you, our brethren. Never
disagree, but preserve a strict friendship for one another ; and

thereby you as well as we will become the stronger. Our
wise forefathers established union and amity between the-

Five Nations. This has made us formidable ; this has given

us great weight and authority with our neighboring nations.

We are a powerful confederacy ; and if you observe the same
methods our wise forefathers have taken, you will acquire

fresh strength and power. Therefore, whatever befalls you,,

never fall out with one another."

These vi'ere the words of Cannassateego.

Brothers,

Our forefathers rejoiced to hear Cannassateego speak these-

[* A Journal of this Treaty, held in June, 1744, is contained in the seventh volume of
the first series of our Collections, page 171. A more detailed account of the same treaty

may be found in the Appendix to Colden's History of the Five Nations, page 87 of the

London edition of 1747.

—

Pub. Com.']
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words. They sunk deep into their hearts. The advice was
good ; it was kind. Thej said to one another, " The Six

Nations are a wise people. Let us hearken to them, and take

their counsel, and teach our children to follow it. Our old

men have done so. They have iVequenll} taken a single

arrow, and said, Children, see how easy it is l)roken. Then
they have taken and tied twelve arrows together with a strong

strine: or cord, and our stronijest men could not break them.

See, said they, this is what the Si.\ Nations mean. Divided,

a sinj»;le man may destroy you ; united, you are a match for

the whole world." We thank the great God that we are all

united ; that we have a strong confederacy, composed of

twelve provinces. New Hampshire, &c. These provinces

have lighted a great council-fire at Philadelphia, and have

sent sixty-five counsellors to speak and act in the name of the

whole, and consult for the common good of the people, and

of you, our brethren of the Six Nations, and your allies ; and

the talk of this great Council we shall deliver to you to-mor-

row. A Belt.

Albany, Saturday, 26th August, 1775.

Present this day.

Gen. Schuyler, Col. Francis, Col. Wolcott, Mr. Douw,
Commissioners ; the chairman and committee of the city of

Albany.

The Indians having informed the Commissioners they were
ready to proceed to business, the treaty was opened in the

follow ing manner.

Brothers, sachems, and warriors.

Let this string open your ears to hear, and incline your

hearts to accept the talk of your brethren of the Twelve Unit-

ed Colonies, which they have sent to you by their deputies.

They speak as follows.

Brothers, sachems and warriors of the Six United Na-
tions,

W'c, the delegates from the Twelve United Provinces now
sitting in General Congress at Philadelphia, send this talk to

you, our brothers. We are sixty-fivi; in number, appointed

by the people throughout all these Provinces and Colonies, to

meet and sit together in one great Council, to consult together



ivilh the Six Nations, in 1775. 85

for the common good of this land, and to speak and act for

them.

Brothers,

In our consultation we have judged it proper and necessary

to send you this talk, as we are upon the same island, that

you may be informed of the reason of this great Council,

the situation of our civil constitution, and our disposition

towards you, our Indian brothers of the Six Nations, and their

allies.

Brothers and friends, now attend.

When our fathers crossed the great water, and came over

to this land, the King of England gave them a talk ; assuring

them that they and their children should be his children, and
that if they would leave their native country, and make set-

tlements, and live here, and buy and sell and trade with their

brethren beyond the water, they should still keep hold of the

same covenant chain, and enjoy peace ; and it was covenanted
that the fields, houses, goods and possessions which our fath-

ers should acquire, should remain to them as their own, and
be their children's forever, and at their sole disposal. Trusting

that this covenant should never be broken, our fathers came
a great distance beyond the great water, and laid out their

money here, built houses, cleared fields, raised crops, and
through their own labor and industry grew tall and strong.

They have bought, sold and traded with England, accord-

ing to agreement, sending to them such things as they wanted,

and taking in exchange such things as were wanted here.

The King of England and his people kept the way open for

more than one hundred years, and by our trade became richer,

and by union with us greater and stronger than the other

kings and people who live beyond the water. All this time

they lived in great friendship with us, and we with them, for

we are brothers, one blood.

Whenever they were struck, we instantly felt it as if the

blow had been given to us. Their enemies were our enemies.

Whenever they went to war we sent our men to stand by

their side and fight for them, and our money to help them
and make them strong. That we have done this, brothers,

you have been all witnesses to in the last war. You know
we assisted them in taking Niagara, Cataroqui, Ticonderoga,

Crown Point, and Canada ; and lastly, when they had no more
enemies upon this island, we went to fight and helped them

11
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to take many large islands that lay in the hot countries,

where they got more than thirty cart-loads of silver. They
thanked iis for our love, and sent us good talks, and renewed

their j)romise to be one people forever ; and when the war was

over, they said, Children, we thank you that you have helped

to make us great. We know that it has cost you a great deal

of money ; and therefore, children, we give you a present

that you may maintain your warriors. A Belt.

Brothers and friends, open a kind ear.

We will now tell you of the quarrel between the counsel-

lors of King George and the inhabitants and Colonies of

America. Many of his (-ounsellors are proud and wicked men.

They persuade the King to break the covenant chain, and not

send us any more good talks. A considerable number have

prevailed upon him to enter into a new covenant against us,

and have torn asunder and cast behind their backs the good
old covenant which their ancestors and ours entered into and

took strong hold of. They now tell us they will slip their

hand into our pocket without asking, as if it were their own,
and at their pleasure they will take from us our charters, or

written civil constitutions, which we love as our lives ; also

our plantations, our houses and goods, whenever they please,

without asking our h^ave ; that our vessels may go to this

island in the sea, but to this or that particular island we shall

not trade any more ; and in case of non-compliance with

these new orders, they shut up our harbors. t
Brothers,

This is our present situation. Thus have many of the

King's counsellors and servants dealt with us. If we submit,

or comply with their demands, you can easily perceive to what
state we shall be reduced. If our ))eoj)le labor in the field,

they will not know who shall enjoy the crop, if they hunt

in the woods, it will be uncertain who shall taste the meat or

have the skins. If they build houses, they will not know
whether they may sit round the Cue with their wives and
children. They cannot be sure whether thev shall be per-

mitted to eat, drink, and wear the fruits of their own labor

and industry. A Broken Belt.

The Commissioners then infornuHl the Indians, that as the

business they were upon was V(;ry important, anil as they

knew they were a wise and prudent people, and weighed
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every thing with great deliberation, they would not at this

time hurry them, nor burthen their memories with too much,
and therefore would defer what they had further to say until

Monday.

Albany, Monday, 2Sth August, 1775.
The treaty was again renewed. Present,

Col. Francis, Col. VVolcott, Mr. Douw, Commissioners;
Mr. Lynch, of South Carolina, Mr. Duane, of New York,
Mr. Robert Livingston, members of the Continental Congress;
the chairman and committee of the city of Albany.
The Commissioners proceeded with the speech of CongrevSS,

Brothers and friends, attend.

We upon this island have often spoke and entreated the

King and his servants the counsellors, that peace and har-

mony might still continue between us ; that we cannot part

with or loose hold of the old covenant chain, which united our

forefathers and theirs ; that we wanted to brighten this chain,

and keep the way open, as our forefathers did ; that we want
to live with them as brothers, labor, trade, travel abroad, eat

and drink in peace. We have often asked them to love us and
live in such friendship with us as their fathers did with ours.

We told them again that we judged we were exceedingly in-

jured ; that they might as well kill us, as take away our prop-

erty and the necessaries of life. We have asked why they

treat us thus. What has become of our repeated addresses

and supplications to them ? Who hath shut the ears of the

King to the cries of his children in America ? No soft an-

swer, no pleasant voice from beyond the water has yet reached

our ears.

Brothers,

Thus stands the matters betwixt Old England and Amer-
ica. You Indians know how things are proportioned in a

family between the father and the son ; the child carries a

little pack. England we regard as the father ; this island

may be compared to the son. The father has a numerous
family, both at home, and upon this island. He appoints a

great number of servants to assist him in the government of

his family. In process of time, some of his servants grow
proud and ill-natured. They were displeased to see the boy
so alert, and walk on so nimbly with his pack. They tell the

father, and advise him to enlarge the child's pack. They
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prevail, and the pack is increased. The child takes it up

again—as he ihou2;ht it miiihi he the father's pleasure—speaks

bill few words, those very small ; lor he was loath to offend

the father. Those proud and wicked servants, finding they

had prevailed, laughed to see the hoy sweat and stagger under

his increased load. \i\ and hy tliey a|)ply to the father to

double the child's pack, because they heard him complain, and

that without any reason, say they. He is a cross child ; cor-

rect him, if he complains any more. The boy entreats the

father, and addresses the great servants in a decent manner,

that the pack may be li:j;htened ; he could not go any farther.

He humbly asks if the old lathers, in any of their records, had

descrihed such a pack for the child.

After all the tears and entreaties of the child, the jiack is

redoubled. The child stands a little while, staggering under

the weight, readv to fill everv monu-nt. However, he en-

treats the fathcronce more, though so faint, he could onlv lisp

his last huml)l(! supplication ; waits a while : no voice returns.

The child concUulc's the fither could not hear. Those |)roud.

servants had cntiri'lv intcrce|)ted his suppliration, or stopped

the ears ol the father, [le therefore gives one struggle, and

throws off the pack, and says he cannot take it up again
;

such a weight will crush him down and kill him ; and he can

but die, if he refuses. Upon this those servants are very

wroth, and tell the father many false stories concerning the

child. They bring a great cud2:el to the father, asking him

to take it in his hand and strike the child.— I his may serve

to illustrate the j)resent condition of the King's American
subjects or children.

Amidst those oppressions, wv. now and then heard a moUi-

fyinii; and reviving voic(! from some of the King's wise coun-

sellors, who are our IriiMids, and feel for our distresses. When
they heard our complaints and our cries, thev applied to the

Kiuii; ; also told those wicked servants that this child in Amer-
ica was not a cross hoy ; it had sufficient reason for crying

;

and if the cause of its com|)laint was neglected, it would soon

assume the voice of a man, |)lead for jnsii((> like a man. and

defend its rights, and support the old covenant chain of the

fathers.

Hrothnrs, listen.

Notwithstanding all our entreaties, we have hut little hope

the King will send us any more good talks, by reason of his
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evil counsellors. They have persuaded him to send an army
of soldiers and many ships of war, to rob and destroy us.

They have shut up many of our harbors, seized and taken

into possession many of our vessels. The soldiers have

struck the blow, killed some of our people. The blood now
runs of the King's American children. They have also

burned our houses and towns, and taken much of our goods.

A Black Belt.

Brothers,

We are now necessitated to rise, and forced to fi«;ht, or

give up our civil constitution, run away, and leave our farms

and houses behind us. This must not be. Since the King's

wicked counsellors will not open their ears, and consider our

just complaints, and the cause of our weepino-, and have given

the blow, we are determined to drive away the King's soldiers,

and to kill and destroy all those wicked men we fmd in arms
against the peace of the Twelve United Colonies upon this

island.

We think our cause is just ; therefore hope God will be on

our side. We do not take up the hatchet and struggle for

honor or conquest, but to maintain our civil constitution and

religious privileges ; the very same for which our forefathers

left their native land and came into this country.

A Black Belt.

Brothers and friends.

We desire you will hear and receive what we have now
told you, and that you will open a good ear and listen to what
we are going to say. This is a family quarrel between us

and Old England. You Indians are not concerned in it. We
don't wish you to take up the hatchet against the King's

troops. We desire you to remain at home, and not join either

side, but keep the hatchet buried deep. In the name and

behalf of all our people, we ask and desire you to love peace

and maintain it, and to love and sympathize with us in our

troubles; that the path may be kept open with all our people

and yours, to pass and repass without molestation.

Brothers,

We live upon the same ground with you. The same isl-

and is our common birth-place. We desire to sit down
under the same tree of peace with you. Let us water its

roots, and cherish its growth, till the large leaves and flour-

ishing branches shall extend to the setting sun, and reach the

skies.
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Brothers, observe well.

What is it we have asked of you ? Nothing but peace,

notwithstanding our present disturbed situation ; and if appli-

cation should be made to you by any of the King's unwise

and wicked ministers to join on their side, we only advise

you to deliberate with great caution, and in your wisdom look

forward to the consequences of a compliance. For if the

King's troops take away our property, and destroy us, who
are of the same blood with themselves, what can you, who are

Indians, expect from them afterwards ? A IVhile Belt.

Brothers of the Six Nations,

When we perceived this island began to shake and tremble

along the eastern shore, and the sun darkened by a black

cloud which arose from beyond the great water, we kindled

up a great council-fire at Philadelphia ; and we sat around it

until it burnt clear, and so high that it illuminated this whole

island. We renewed our hold of the old covenant chain,

which united and strengthened our ancestors, and w hich was
near slipping out of our hands, before we had kindled this

great council-fire at Philadelj)hia. We have now taken fast

hold, nor will we let it go until a mighty struggle, even unto

death.

Brothers,

We are now Twelve Colonies, united as one man. We
have but one heart and one hand. Brothers, this is our Union
Belt. By this belt we, the Twelve United Colonies, renew
the old covenant chain by which our iorefalhers, in their great

wisdom, thought proper to bind us and you, our brothers of

the Six Nations, together, when they first landed at this

place ; and if any of the links of this great chain should have

received any rust, we now brighten it, and make it shine like

silver. As God has put it into our hearts to love the Six

Nations and their allies, we now make the chain of friendship

so strong, that nothing but an evil s|)irit can or will attempt

to break it. Hut we hope, through the favor and mercy

of the good Spirit, that it will remain strong and bright w hile

the sun shines and the water runs.

Delivered the Union Belt.

Brothers,

It is necessary in order for the preservation of friendship

between us and our brothers of the Six Nations and their

allies, that a free and mutual intercourse be kept up betwixt
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us. Therefore the Twelve United Colonies, by this belt,

remove every difficulty that may lay in the great road that

runs through the middle of our country ; and we will also

clear up and open all the small roads that lead into the ^reat

one. We will take out every thorn, briar and stone, so that

when any of our brothers of the Six Nations or their allies

have an inclination to see and talk with any of their brethren

of the Twelve United Colonies, they may pass safely, with-

out being scratched or bruised. Brothers, the road is now
open for our brethren of the Six Nations and their allies, and
they may now pass and repass as safely and freely as the

people of the Twelve United Colonies themselves ; and we
are further determined, by the assistance of God, to keep our

roads open and free for the Six Nations and their allies, as

long as this earth remains. Path Belt.

Brothers,

We have said we wish you Indians may continue in peace

with one another, and with us, the white people. Let us

both be cautious in our behavior towards each other at this

critical state of affairs. This island now trembles ; the wind
whistles from almost every quarter. Let us fortify our minds,

and shut our ears against false rumors. Let us be cautious

what we receive for truth, unless spoken by wise and good
men. If any thing disagreeable should ever fall out between
us, the Twelve United Colonies, and you, the Six Nations,

to wound our peace, let us immediately seek measures for

healing the breach. From the present situation of afTairs we
judge it wise and expedient to kindle up the council-fire at

Albany, where we may hear each other's voices and disclose

our minds more fully to one another.

The Pipe of Peace and Six Small Strings.

Brothers,

You now know our disposition towards you, the Six Na-
tions and their allies. Therefore we say. Brothers, take care,

hold fast to your covenant chain. We depend on you to send

and acquaint your allies to the northward, the Seven Tribes

on the river St. Lawrence, that you have had this talk with

us at our council-fire at Albany.

Brothers,

Let this our good talk remain at Onondago, your central

council-house, that you may hand down to the latest posterity

these testimonials of the brotherly sentiments of the Twelve
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United Colonies towards their brethren of the Six Nations

and their allies.

To which Kanaghquaesa replied.

Brothers,

We have sat round and smoked our pipes at this our ancient

place of kindling up our council-fires. We have heard all you

have said, and have heard nothing but what is pleasant and

2;ood. As you have communicated matters of great import-

ance to us, we will sit down to-morrow and deliberate coolly

upon them ; and the day following will give you answers to

every thing you have laid before us.

At a treaty continued with the Indians of the Six Nations

at Albany, on Thursday, the 31st day of August, 1775.

Present,

Col. Francis, Col. Wolcott, Mr. Douw, Commissioners;

Mr. Duanc of New York.

The Indians being informed that the Commissioners were
ready to hear them, Abraham, a Mohawk sachem, spoke as

follows.

Brothers, great men deputed by the Twelve United

Colonies, attend.

We are this day called to meet you in council, in order to

reply to what you have said to us. We hope we need not

recapitulate tin; whole of your discourse. We shall only

touch uj)on each head. At our last confeience in this house,

we promised to return you our answer the day but one fol-

lowing. We did not do it, and we mean to make you an

apology. We hope you have taken no offence. We were

not prepared by that time, and that was our reason. Broth-

ers, you informed us that there was a gicat Council of si.xty-

five members convened at IMiiladciphia, and that you were
appointed by them to deliver a talk to the Six Nations. It

seems you, our brothers, having a desire to rekindle a coimcil-

fire, look to vour assistance tlu^ descendants of (^uedar. and

have kindled up a coimcil-fire that shall never be extinguished.

To which tin; Six Nations rej)ly : This you have done by

order of the great Council at Philadelphia. We are glad to

hear the news. It rojoi(-es our hearts, and it gives exceeding^

joy through all the Six Nations.
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Brothers,

As you desired your belts might not be returned, but be
deposited at our central council-house, we shall only make
use of them to refresh our memories and speak upon them as

we go on with our answer. Brothers, we shall not recite

every particular, as we before mentioned. You observed,

when these commotions first began, a council of sixty-five

members convened together at Philadelphia, and you put us

in mind of what Cannassateego formerly said at Lancaster
respecting the necessity of a union among you. An old

sachem, a brother of Cannassateego, is here present, and re-

members the words of his brother. You illustrated the ne-

cessity and use of a union by one and twelve arrows. You
said your grandfathers had inculcated this doctrine into their

children. You said that as the tree of peace was formerly

planted at this place, you desired that the Six Nations might
come down, and sit under it, and water, its roots, till the

branches should flourish and reach to heaven. This the Six

Nations say shall be done. Brothers, we need only remind
you of a few of the things you said to us, as you have them
all written down. You informed us that by an ancient cov-

enant with the King of England, you were to enjoy the same
privileges with the people on the other side the great water

;

that for a long time you did enjoy the same privileges, by
which means you and your brethren over the water both be-

came a great people ; that lately, by advice of evil counsel-

lors, you are much oppressed, and had heavier packs put upon
you than you could bear ; that you have frequently applied

to be eased of your burthen, but could obtain no redress

;

that finding this the case, you had thrown off your packs.

The Six Nations thank you for acquainting them with your

grievances and methods taken to obtain redress. You like-

wise informed them of what resolutions you had formed ia

consequence of these matters.

Brothers,

After stating your grievances, and telling us you had not

been able to obtain redress, you desired us to take no part,

but bury the hatchet. You told us it was a family quarrel

;

therefore said, " You Indians, sit still, and mind nothing but

peace." Our great man, Col. Johnson, did the same thing at

Oswego ; he desired us to sit still likewise. You likewise

desired us that if application should he made to us by any of

12
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the King's officers, we would not join them. Now therefore

attend, and apply your ears closely. We have fully consid-

ered this matter. The resolutions of the Six Nations are not

to be broken or altered. When they resolve, the matter is

fixed. This then is the determination of the Six Nations,

not to take any part, but as it is a family afiair, to sit still and

see you fight it out. We beg you will receive this as infalli-

ble, it being our full resolution ; for we bear as much affec-

tion for the King of England's subjects on the other side the

water, as we do for you, born upon this island. One thing

more we request, which is, that you represent this in a true

light to the delegates from all the Colonies, and not vary, and

that you observe the same regard for truth when you write

to the King about those matters ; for we have ears, and shall

hear, if you represent any thing in a wrong point of light.

We likewise desire you would inform our brothers at Boston

of our determination.

Brothers,

It is a long time since we came to this resolution. It is

the result of mature deliberation. It was our declaration to

Col. Johnson. We told him we should take no part in the

quarrel, and hoped neither side Avould desire it. Whoever
applies first, we shall think in the wrong. The resolutions

of the Six Nations are not to be broken. Of the truth of

this you have a late instance. You know what the Shawa-
nese have lately been engaged in. They applied to us for

assistance, but we refused them. Our love for you has in-

duced us not to meddle. If we loved you less, we should

have been less resolute.

Brothers,

You likewise informed, us, that when you perceived this

island began to tremble, and black clouds to arise beyond the

great water, you kindled up a great fire at Philadelphia, a

fire which shone high and clear to your utmost settlements

;

that you sat round that fire, deliberating what measures to

pursue for the common good ; that while sitting round it, you
recollected an ancient covenant made between vour fathers

and ours when they first crossed the great water and settled

here, which covenant they first likened to a chain of iron.

But when they considered that iron would rust, they made a

silver chain, which they were always to rub and keep bright

and clean of spots. This they made so strong, that an evil
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spirit could not break it. This friendship chain you have now
renewed. This covenant is to continue to future generations.

We are glad jou have thought proper to renew this covenant,

and the whole Six Nations now thank vou. This covenant

belt you desire us to deposit at our central council-house,

that future generations may call to mind the covenant now
made between us. You may depend we shall send and in-

form all our neighboring council-fires of the matters now
transacted. We close with the whole Six Nations repeating

their thanks that you have renewed the covenant made be-

tween their forefathers and yours.

Brothers, attend.

As you had renewed the ancient covenant, you thought

proper to open the path, and have a free communication with

this place. As the fire had for some time been put out,

the path had got stopped up. You removed all obstructions

out of the great roads and paths, all stones and briars, so that

if any of us choose to travel the road, we should neither meet
with any obstruction, or hurt ourselves. Brothers, we thank

you for opening the road. You likewise informed us you
were determined to drive away, destroy and kill all who ap-

peared in arms against the peace of the Twelve United Colo-

nies. Brothers, attend. We beg of you to take care of what
you do. You have just now made a good path ; do not so

soon defile it with blood. There are many round us, Cagh-

nawagas, who are friends to the King. Our path of peace

reaches quite there. We beg all that distance may not be

defiled with blood. As for your quarrels to the eastward,

along the seacoasts, do as you please. But it would hurt us

to see those brought up in our own bosoms ill used. In par-

ticular, we would mention the son of Sir William Johnson.

He is born among us, and is of Dutch extraction by his moth-

er. He minds his own affairs, and does not intermeddle in

public disputes. We would likewise mention our father the

minister who resides among the Mohawks, and was sent them

by the King. He does not meddle in civil affairs, but instructs

them in the way to heaven. He absolutely refuses to at-

tend to any political matters, and says they do not belong to

him. They beg he may continue in peace among them.

The Mohawks are frequently alarmed with reports that their

minister is to be torn away from them. It would occasion

great disturbance, was he to be taken away. The King sent
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him to them, and they would look upon it as taking away one

of their own body. Therefore they again request that he may
continue to live in peace among them.

Brothers,

i,\fter having informed us of the situation of affairs, and

having finished your business, you advised us to shut our ears

against false reports, and that we should not attend to Hying

stories, but to what wise and good men should say ; for which

reason you had kindled up a council-fire at this place, that we
might always converse together, and know the truth of things.

Brothers of the Six Nations say, "• Let it be so ; it shall be

as yoii desire." Tliey thank you for this advice, and desire

you would use the same precautions ; that you would shut

your ears to Hying stories, but keep your eye upon the chief

council, such as you see now convened. The Six Nations

desire you would always inform them fully of what respects

them. We have for this purpose opened our ears and purified

our minds, that we may always hear and receive what you

have to say with good and clean minds ; and whenever we
receive any important intelligence, we shall always bring it to

this council-fire.

Brothers,

You delivered us this pipe ; on one side the tree of peace,

on the other a council-fire; we Indians sitting on one side of

the fire, and tiie representatives of the Twelve United Colo-

nies upon the other. You have desired that this pipe may be

left at our central council-house, and that the tree of peace

may be planted, and that the branches mav be so high as to !

be visible to all our allies. Brothers, we thank you, and shall

take care to deposit this where you desire, and when we
meet to deliberate upon business, shall always use this as our

council-pipe.

Brothers, attend.

In the course of your speech you observed, we of the Si.\

Nations wen; a wise j)eople, and saw a great way before us
;

and you asked us, il vou M|>()n this island were conipiered,

what would become of the Indians. Vou say you are uncer-

tain of holding your possessions, and that you do not know
who may enjoy the product of vv)ur labor. Now therefore,

brothers, attend
;
you jjartieularly, our brothers of Albany

;

we address ourselves particularly to vou. Our brothers of

Albany have taken two pieces of land from us, without any
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reward, not so much as a single pipe. We therefore desire

you will restore them, and put us into peaceable possession

again. If you refuse to do this, we shall look upon the pros-

pect to be bad ; for if you conquer, you will take us by the

arm, and pull us all off. Now therefore, as the Twelve Unit-

ed Colonies have renewed this covenant of peace, we beg
that there may be no obstruction upon your part, but that

you would restore our lands to us ; for which, as we said

before, you never paid us even a single pipe.

Brothers,

You have now finished your business, and we have made
short replies. You have kindled up a council-fire of peace,

and have planted a tree of peace, according to ancient custom.

We find that you have omitted one thing, which is this.

According to our ancient custom, whenever a council-fire

was kindled up, and a tree of peace planted, there was
some person appointed to watch it. Novv as there is no

person appointed to watch this tree, we of the Six Nations

take it upon us to appoint one. Let it be the descendant of

our ancient friend, Quedar. He has to consider whether he

will take the charge of it, and communicate to us whatever
may respect it. He that watches this council-fire, is to be

provided with a wing, that he may brush off all insects that

come near it, and keep it clear. That is the custom at our

central council-house. We have one appointed for that

purpose.

Brothers,

As you have this day renewed the ancient covenant of

friendship, and have again brightened the ancient chain, renew
likewise another ancient custom respecting the regulation of

trade. Let us have a trade at this place, and likewise at

Schenectady, as it was in former times, when we had hold

!
of the old covenant. For then, brothers, if our people came
down with only a few musquash skins, we went home with

glad hearts. Brothers, let it be so again. Let the Twelve
United Colonies take this into consideration.

A Belt of ten rows of Wampum.

Tiahogwando, an Oneida sachem, then spoke.

Brothers,

This is all the Six Nations have to say at present. They
would just mention one thing more before they break up.
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The Six Nations look upon this as a very good lime to speak.

their minds, as here are the representatives of the Twelve

United Colonies. The dispute between the people of New
England and Penn seems to us to become a serious affair, and

therefore the Six Nations take upon tiiem to speak their minds

freely, as they address the inliabiianis of the whole eontinent.

Many years ago, at a council held in Pennsylvania, when
Cannassateego, that has been before mentioned, was present,

Penn desired the Six Nations would sell him that piece of

land known by the name of Seaiiandanani or Susquehanna.

The Indians of the Six Nations refused to sell it, saying the

great God would not ])ermit them. Therefore they made
him a present of that land, known by the name of Scauan-

danani. Penn received it, and made them valuable presents.

After this, Col. I.ydius, a gentleman cmj)loyed by the j)eople

of Boston, treated with some of the Indians to get that land

from them. But he never kindled up a council-tire upon the

occasion. He spoke to them whenever he met them ; never

with more than ten. From these he pretended to make a

purchase of that tract. Gov. Penn also, at the great treaty

at Fort Stanwix, in the year 1768, desired that the land might

be his, and distributed among the Six Nations, Shawanese
and Caghnawagas, ten thousand dollars, for which they gave

him a writing. This is an affair with which all the Six Na-

tions are acquainted, and any one would lie who said they

knew nothing about it. We have taken an opj)ortunity to

speak of this matter now, as the mind of the whole conti-

nent is now here.

[Here appears to be some omission in the Journal.]

Brothers of the Six Nations, attend.

We yesterday heard with pleasure your answer to the

Twelve United Colonies, and we return thanks to the i^reat

Governor of the universe, that he has inclined your hearts to

approve and accept the brotherly love olVered to you bv the

Twelve Unit(!d Colonies, it makes us happ^ to hear so ^^ ise

and brav(; a peo|)le, as our brothers of tli(> Six Nations are,

publicly declare their unalt(,*ral)le resolution to maintain and

support peace and friendship with the Twelve United Colo-

nies. This, brothers, vou have said, and we sincerelv believe

you. Brothers, we requested of you Indians of the Six Na-
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tions, not to interfere in our quarrels. We are not in the

least doubtful of success, as our cause is just. We will live

or die like men. We can raise an army of three hundred

thousand fighting men, who are brave, and are determined

not to part with their civil and religious privileges. Therefore

we now repeat to you, brothers of the Six Nations, take great

care of the strong friendship you have now made with the

Twelve United Colonies. Let that be your care, and that

only. Peace is what we wish to establish.

Brothers of the Six Nations,

You yesterday told us, that as the roads in your country

were opened for you and your brothers of the Twelve United

Colonies to pass and repass, you desired at the same time

that we would not stain the road with blood. Brothers, be

assured we have no intention at present to spill blood in your

country, and we hope it never may happen ; and it never can,

provided those wicked men who are come so far from home
in order to disturb the peace of the Twelve United Colonies,

do not appear in your country. But as we are determined to

be free or die, we must pursue them until we drive them from

off this island, or until they confirm our ancient privileges.

Therefore, brothers, rest assured, whatever may happen be-

tween us and our enemies, we never will injure or disturb

the peace of the Six Nations, but preserve invariable the

friendship that is now established, even unto death.

Brothers,

You also desired yesterday that some of your friends of

our blood should remain in peace, and particularly the mission-

ary at Fort Hunter, who did not concern himself with the

iaffairs of this world, but was earnestly engaged in conducting

you to happiness, and instructing you in the reverence due to

the great God who governs the universe. Brothers, such a

iman we love, and we are desirous of his remaining quiet and

ihappy with you. We are also desirous that all the other mis-

sionaries, who have been engaged in the same good cause,

may safely continue among you, and instruct you in the Gos-

pel, which will be the means of your happiness in this world

and the one to come.

Brothers,

As we always looked upon you, brothers of the Six Na-

tions, to be a wise and capable people in conducting business

|of every kind, we were a little surprised to hear you say that
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no one was appointed by the Twelve United Colonies to at-

tend and watch the fire that they have kindled up at this

place ; when we have repeatedly told you that they had ap-

pointed five persons, whose business it is to attend and pre-

serve it bright and clear, and that two of those five live in

this town, who would take particular care, and who had full

authority from the Twelve United Colonies, to keep the tlame

bright and clear. Brothers, for fear you should not have un-

derstood us fully, we again acquaint you that the Twelve
United Colonies have authorized Gen. vSchuylerand Mr, Douw,
both of this town, to keep the fire burning, that it may illu-

minate the whole country of the Six Nations, who may
always see the way down to it, and sit in peace round it.

Brothers,

You yesterday desired that the trade may be opened at this

place and at Schenectady. We also wish it, and it will be

done, so that you may trade as you formerly did, and be able

to return home with your goods to your entire satisfaction.

Brothers,

You yesterday mentioned some matters concerning land

claimed by the people of Albany, and also the land in dis|)ute

between Connecticut and Governor Penn. We now inform

you that we are not authorized to transact any business of

that kind at present, but will represent the matter to the

Grand Congress at Philadelphia.

Brothers,

We have now finish(;d, and let you know the |)rfscnt that

we have from the Twelve United Colonies is preparing for

you, and when it is ready, we will accpiaint you. Wagons
shall be provided for you, whenever you are ready to set ofl"

for Schenectady.
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Journal of Mr. Christopher Gist, who accompanied
Major George Washington in his first visit to the
French Commander of the Troops on the Ohio,
1753.

[The following Journal of Mr. Christopher Gist, who accompanied
General (then Major) Washington, in his tour over the Alleghany
mountains, has been politely communicated to the Historical Society by
James Mease, M. D. of Philadelphia. Washington's Journal of the
same tour may be seen in Chief Justice Marshall's Life of Washington,
and in Mr. Sparks's edition of Washington's Writings, Vol. II. p. 432.
Gist is mentioned repeatedly in that volume, and is differently styled
" Mr. Christopher Gist," and '• Captain Gist."

In speaking of him with reference to his being appointed an agent to

manage Indian affairs, Washington says :
—" I know of no person so well

quali^ed for an undertaking of this sort, as Captain Gist. He has had
extensive dealings with the Indians, is in great esteem among them, well

acquainted with their manners and customs, indefatigable and patient,

—

most excellent qualities where Indians are concerned. As to his capac-
ity, honesty, and zeal, I dare venture to engage.— Washington's Writ-

ings, Vol. II. p. 236.

Dr. Mease's letter accompanying the Journal is subjoined.

—

Pub-
lishing Committee.^

To the Historical Society of Massachusetts.

During an extensive tour through the western counties of Pennsylvania

last summer, I had the pleasure to meet Judge Shippen, President of the

Sixth Judicial District of this state, at Franklin, in Venango county,

(whose grandfather was for some time secretary of the colonial govern-

ment,) and was presented by him with the following document, which is

connected with an important event in the annals of American history.

The author, Mr. Gist, was a frontier settler, and a pioneer of the forest,

and was oflen employed by the government upon missions to the Indians,

and to the French, who, as is well known, disputed the claims of Eng-

land to the country on the Ohio,

I am, respectfully,

James Mbasb.

Philadelphictj April 18, 1835.

13
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Wednesday, l-ith November, 1753. Then Major George

Washington came to my house at Will's Creek,* and deliv-

ered me a letter from the council in Virginia, recjuesting me
to attend him U() to the comniandant of the French fort on

the Ohio river.

Thursday, \bth. We set out, and at night encamped at

George's creek, about eight miles, where a messenger came

with letters from my son, who was just returned from his

people at the Chcrokecs, and lay sick at the mouth of Cone-

gocheague.f But as I found myself ent<^red again on public

business, and IMajor Washington and all the company unwil-

ling I should return, I wrote and sent medicines to my son,

and so continued my journey, and encamped at a big hill in

the forks of Youghiogany, about eighteen miles.

Friday^ \6th. The next day set out and got to the big

fork of said river, about ten miles there.

Saturday, \lth. We encamj)ed and rested our horses, and

then we set out early in the morning,

Sujiday, I8//1. And at night got to my house in the new
settUnnent, about twenty-one mih;s; snow about ancle deep.

Monday, \dlli. Set out, cross Big Youghiogany, to Jacob's

cabins, about twenty miles. Here some of our horses strag-

gled away, and we did not get away until eleven o'clock.

Tuesday, 20tk. Si^t out, had rain in the afternoon ; 1

killed a deer ; travelled about seven miles.

Wednesday, 21.s7. It continued to rain. Stayed all day.

Thursday, 22nd. We set out and came to the mouth of

Turtle creek, about twelve miles, to John Frazier's ; and he

was very kind to us, and lent us a canoe to carry our baggage

to the forks, about ten miles.

Friday, 2'3d. Set out, rid to Shannopin's town, and down
Alleghany to the mouth of Monongahela, where we met our

baggage, and swimmed our horses over Alleghany, and there

encamped that night.

[• Will'i Creek, tlio rr»i<lcnce of Mr. Gist, rincii at the bane of the little Alleghany

inouiitiiiii, in the noulh-wonl luigle of Ht-dford rounfy, IVnnKylvnnia, and flowing vouth

ciii|)lii>-< ml" till? I'ototnnc nt iht; town of ('uinl>crlan(l, in Allfjjhnny county, Maryland.

Thi-t town and vicinity originally wi-nt l>y tln> nanir of Will'n Crci-k.

—

J^'ult by Dr. Mttise.]

[t ('oiifHorl\i'a!;iii' creek riwen in Salem, Westmoreland county, I*cnniiylvani3, dud flowing

vreil, euijiliCJ into Brush creek, formerly Uushy run.

—

J\'ijU Ay Dr. Mtatc]
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Saturdmj, 2Mh. Set oul ; we went to king Shingiss,* and
he and Lawmolach went with us to the Logstown, and we
spoke to the chiefs this evening, and repaired to our camp.

Sunday, 25th. They sent out for their people to come in.

The Hall-King came in this afternoon.

Monday, 26th. We delivered our message to the Half-
King, and they promised by him that we should set out three

nights after.

Tuesday, 21th. Stayed in our camp. Monacatoocha and
Pollatha Wappia gave us some provisions. We stayed until

the 29th, when the Indians said, they were not ready. They
desired us to stay until the next day ; and as the warriors

were not come, the Half-King said he would go with us him-
self, and take care of us.

Friday, 30th. We set out, and the Half-King and two old

men and one young warrior, with us. At night we encamped
at the Murthering town, ahout fifteen miles, on a branch of

Great Beaver creek. Got some corn and dried meat.

Saturday, ]st December. Set out, and at night encamped
at the crossing of Beaver creek from the Kaskuskies to

Venango,! about thirty miles. The next day rain ; our In-

dians went out a hunting; they kilhid two bucks. Had rain

all day.

Monday, 3d. We set out and travelled all day. Encamped
at night on one of the head branches of Great Beaver creek,

about twenty-two miles.

Tuesday, 5th. Set out, about fifteen miles, to the town
of Venango, where we were kindly and complaisantly received

by Monsieur Joncaire, the French interpreter for the Six

Nations.

Wednesday, 5th. Rain all day. Our Indians were in

council with the Delawares, who lived under the French

colors, and ordered them to deliver up to the French the belt,

[* Shingiss was a noted Indian warrior, and according to llcckcweldcr, was "a terror

to tiie frontier settlements of Pennsylvania ;" JJiit at tliis time was the firm and fast friend

of the English, and neither the art nor the allectcd politeness of the French military com-
inander could effect a change in his sontinients towards thein. The Half-King was also a

great warrior, and a decided friend of the Americans. He it was who informed Major

Washington in May, 1754, of the approach of a French detachment when he was on his

march to the frontier, and which Washington surprised and defeated.

—

J^oic hy J)r. Mease.]

[t Kaskuskies or Kuskuskas, is laid down in Hutchins's map some distance up Big Bea-

ver creek, in Pennsylvania. Venango is now Franklin, the capital of Venango county.

The outlines of the redouht round the fort are very plain to this day. It is situated at the

entrance of French creek into the Alleghany river.

—

J\ote by Dr. Mease.]
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with the marks of the four towns, according to desire of King

Shingiss. But the chief of these Uehiwares said, " It was

true King Shingiss was a great man, but ho had sent no speech,

and," said he, " I cannot pretend to make a speech for a

King." So our Indians could not prevail with them to de-

liver their belt ; but tlie Half-King did deliver his belt, as he

had determined. Joncaire did every thing he could to prevail

on our Indians to stay behind us, and I look all care to have

them along with us.

Thursday^ Gtli. We set out late in the day accompanied

by the French General and four servants or soldiers, and

Friday^ llh. All encamped at Sugar creek, five miles from

Venango, The creek being very high, we were obliged to

carry all our baggage over on trees, and swim our horses.

The Major and 1 went first over, with our boots on.

Saturday, Sth. We set out and travelled twenty-five miles

to Cussewago, an old Indian town.

Sunday, ^th. We set out, left one of our horses here that

could travel no further. This day we travelled to the big

crossing, about fifteen miles, and encamjied. Our Indians

went out to look out logs to make a raft ; but as the water

was high, and there were other creeks to cross, we concluded

to keep up this side the creek.

Monday, \Ot/i. Set out, travelled about eight miles, and

encamped. Our Indians killed a bear. Mere we had a creek

to cross, very deep ; we got ov(;r on a tree, and got our goods

over.

Tuesday, ]]th. \\c set out, travelled about fifteen miles

to the French fort, the sun being set. Our interpreter gave

the commandant notice of our being over the creek ; upon
which he sent several officers to conduct us to the fort, and
they received us with a great deal of complaisance.*

Wednesday, Vlth. The Major gave the passport, showed
his commission, and offered the Governor's letter to the

commandant; but he desired not to receive; tiieni, until t!)c

other commander from Lake Frie came, whom he had set)t

for, and expected next day by twelve o'clock.

Thursday, \'Mh. The othrr General came. The Major
delivered the letter, and desired a sj)ee(l) answer; the time

[• Th«» name of llu- I'reiirli fort to wliirli Mr. (iist mid Wiwliingtoii wrnl. was I.e Un-iif,

now Wnlcrford, near I.,o Bccuflnke. Kric county, Pcnnn} Ivnnia.

—

.Vote by Dr. .Wrnsf.]
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of year and business required it. They took our Indians into

private council, and gave them several presents.

Friday, 14i/i. When we had done our business, they de-

layed, and kept our Indians, until Sunday ; and then we set

out with two canoes, one for our Indians, and the other for

ourselves. Our horses we had sent away some days before,

to wait at Venango, if ice appeared on the rivers and
creeks.

Sunday, I6th. We set out by water about sixteen miles,

and encamped. Our Indians went before us, passed the little

lake, and we did not come up with them that night.

Monday, \lth. We set out, came to our Indians' camp.
They were out hunting ; they killed three bears. We stayed

this day and

Tuesday, 18th. One of our Indians did not come to camp.

So we finding the waters lower very fast, were obliged to go

and leave our Indians.

Wednesday, I9th. We set out about seven or eight miles,

and encamped, and the next day

Thursday, 20th. About twenty miles, where we were
stopped by ice, and worked until night.

Friday, 2\st. The ice was so hard we could not break

our way through, but were obliged to haul our vessels across a

point of land and put them in the creek again. The Indians

and three French canoes overtook us here, and the people of

one French canoe that was lost, with her cargo of powder and

lead. This night we encamped about twenty miles above

Venango.

Saturday, 22nd. Set out. The creek began to be very

low, and we were forced to get out, to keep our canoe from

oversetting, several times ; the water freezing to our clothes
;

and we had the pleasure of seeing the French overset, and

the brandy and wine floating in the creek, and run by them,

and left them to shift for themselves. Came to Venango, and

met with our people and horses.

Sunday, 23d. We set out from Venango, travelled about

five miles to Lacomick creek.

Monday, 24>th. Here Major W^ashington set out on foot in

Indian dress. Our horses grew weak, that we were mostly

obliged to travel on foot, and had snow all day. Encamped
near the barrens.
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Tuesday, 2oth. Set out and travelled on foot to branches

of Great Beaver creek.

Wednesday^ 26tfi. The Major desired me to set out on

fool, and leave our company, as the creeks were frozen, and

our horses could make but little way. Indeed, I was unwil-

ling he should undertake such a travel, who had never been

used to walking before this time. But as he insisted on it, I

set out with our packs, like Indians, and travelled eighteen

miles. That night we lodged at an Indian cabin, and the

Major was much fatigued. It was very cold ; all the small

runs were frozen, that we could hardly get water to drink.

Thursday, 21th. We rose early in the morning, and set

out about two o'clock. Got to the Murthering town, on the

south-east fork of Beaver creek. Here we met w ith an In-

dian, whom I thought I had seen at Joncaire's, at Venango,

when on our journey up to the French fort. This fellow called

me by my Indian name, and pretended to be glad to see me.

He asked us several questions, as how- we came to travel on

foot, when we left Venango, where we parted w iih our horses,

and when they would be there, &c. Major Washington insist-

ed on travelling on the nearest way to the forks of Alleghany.

IVe asked the Indian if he could go w ith us, and show us the

nearest way. The Indian seemed very glad anil ready to go

with us. Upon which we set out, and the Indian took the

Major's pack. We travelled very brisk for eight or ten miles,

when the Major's feet grew very sore, and In; very weary,

and the Indian steered too much north-eastwardly. The
Major desired to encamj), to which the Indian asked to carry

his gun. I'ut he refused that, and then the Indian grew churl-

ish, and pressed us to keep on, telling us that there were
Ottawa Indians in these woods, and they would scalp us if

we lay out ; but go to his cabin, and we should be safe. I

thought very ill of the fellow, but did not care to let the

Major know I mistrusted him But he soon mistrusted him
as much as I. \\v said lie could hear a •jiin to his cabin, and
steert:d us more northwardly. W «• grew uneasv, and then he

said two whoops might be heard to his cabin. ^Ve went two
miles further; then the Major said he would stav at the next

water, and we dei.ired the Indian to stop at the next water.

But before we came to water, we came to a dear meadow
;

it was very \\\i}\\, and snow on the ground. Tlu" Indian made
a stop, turned about ; the Major saw him point his gun to-
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ward us and fire. Said the Major, " Are you shot ?" " No,"
said I. Upon which the Indian run forward to a big standing

white oak, and to loading his gun ; but we were soon with him.

I would have killed him ; but the Major would not suffer me
to kill him. We let him charge his gun ; we found he put

in a ball ; then we took care of him. The Major or I always

stood by the guns ; we made him make a fire for us by a little

run, as if we intended to sleep there. I said to the Major,
" As you will not have him killed, we must get him away,

and then we must travel all night." Upon which I said to

the Indian, " I suppose you were lost, and fired your gun."

He said, he knew the way to his cabin, and 'twas but a little

way. " Well," said I, " do you go home ; and as we are

much tired, we will follow your track in the morning ; and

here is a cake of bread for you, and you must give us meat
in the morning." He was glad to getaway. I followed him,

and listened until he was fairly out of the way, and then we
set out about half a mile, when we made a fire, set our com-
pass, and fixed our course, and travelled all night, and in the

morninjr we were on the head of Piney creek.

Friday, 2Sth. We travelled all the next day down the

said creek, and just at night found some tracks where Indians

had been hunting. We parted, and appointed a place a dis-

tance off, where to meet, it being then dark. We encamped,

and thought ourselves safe enough to sleep.

Saturday, 2dth. We set out early, got to Alleghany, made
a raft, and with much difficulty got over to an island, a little

above Shannopin's town. The Major having fallen in from

off the raft, and my fingers frost-bitten, and the sun down,
and very cold, we contented ourselves to encamp upon that

island. It was deep water between us and the shore ; but

the cold did us some service, for in the morning it was frozen

hard enough for us to pass over on the ice.

Sunday, 30th. We set out about ten miles to John Fra-

zier's, at Turtle creek, and rested that evening.

Monday, Slst. Next day we waited on queen Aliquippa,

who lives now at the mouth of Youghiogany. She said she

would never go down to the river Alleghany to live, except

the English built a fort, and then she would go and live

there.

Tuesday, Ist January, 1754. We set out from John Fra-

zier's, and at night encamped at Jacob's cabins.
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Wednesday, 2nd. Set out and crossed Youghiogany on

the ice. Got to my house in the new settlement.

Thursday, 3d. Rain.

Friday, Ath. Set out for Will's creek, where we arrived

on Sunday, January 6th.
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Journal of a Treaty held in 1793, with the Indian

Tribes north-west of the Ohio, by Commissioners
OF THE United States.

[On the 19th of February, 1793, President Washington sent a mes-
sage to the House of Representatives, stating that " it has been agreed
on the' part of the United States, that a treaty or conference shall be held

the ensuing season with the hostile Indians north-west of the Ohio, in

order to remove, if possible, all causes of difference, and to establish a

solid peace with them ;" and that it would be necessary that an appro-

priation be made for this purpose. An Act was accordingly passed that
" a sum not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars be appropriated to

defraying the expense of negotiating and treating with the hostile Indian

tribes north-west of the Ohio." In a letter to Jefferson, dated March
22, 1793, Washington speaks of " the treaty which is agreed to be held

on or about the 1st of June, as being of great moment to the interests

and peace of this country;" and it appears from other parts of his corres-

pondence, that his attention had been some time previously turned to the

selection of suitable persons to be employed as Commissioners at thia

interview. He first invited Charles Carroll, of Carrolton, and Charlea
Thomson, to serve in this capacity. In a letter to the former, dated Jan.

23, 1793, he says, " The western Indians having proposed to us a con-
ference at Auglaise, not far distant from Detroit, in the ensuing spring,

I am now about to proceed to nominate three Commissioners to meet and
treat with them on the subject of peace. What may be the issue of the

conference, it is difficult to foresee ; but it is necessary that characters

be appointed who are known to our citizens for their talents and integ-

rity." Carroll and Thomson having declined the appointment, Wash-
ington nominated Benjamin Lincoln, Beverley Randolph, and Timothy
Pickering ; which nomination was confirmed by the Senate. These
Commissioners attended to the duty assigned them, but, as it is well

known, did not succeed in their negotiation. The following Journal^

kept by one of them. Gen. Lincoln, has lately come into the possession

of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and is now printed, for the first

time, from the original MS. Gen. Lincoln was a member of our Society,

and contributed several valuable papers to its Collections. A memoir
of his life and character is contained in the third volume of the Collec-

tions, second series, page 233.

—

Publishing Committee.l

April 27, 1793. Having received our commission and

instructions, I left Philadelphia, April 27th, 1793, and com-

menced my journey for Sandusky, the place of treaty, by

the route of New York, Albany, Mohawk river, Wood Creek,

Oneida Lake, Lake Ontario, Niagara, and Lake Erie. The
other Commissioners, Mr. Randolph and Col. Pickering,

14
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having formed a resolution to pass through the country di-

rectly lor Niagara, remained in the city, where they expected

to continue a few days longer,—as the route through the

country was much shorter than that by the lakes,—and be at

Niagcira in lime to send a vessel to meet me at Oswego.

I left the city about six o'clock in the morning, in a most

violent storm of rain, with the w ind at north-east. We passed

on very well to Bristol, where we halted for breakfast ; after

which the driver and landlord, between whom there seemed

the most perfect understanding, suggested that we must re-

main where we were ; for that we could not pass the Dela-

ware at the ferry, and that there was not a house near it

where we could be accommodated. However, after being

detained, from doubt and uncertainty, for some time, we came

to a resolution that we would go to the river, and make the

attempt to cross. We did, and succeeded agreeably to our

wishes. Dined at Trenton, and reached Princeton that

evening. We urged the driver to pass on to Kingston, four

miles ; but the good understanding between him and the land-

lord again checked us, and we were here, contrary to our

wishes, obliged to put up for the night.

April 28. We found this morning, that from the heavy

rain of yesterday and during the night, the waters had over-

flowed the banks, and that we could not pass the Millstone

river, but in a boat. This we did, and procured a stage on

the east side of it. We reached Elizabethtown in the eve-

ning, and put up for the night. There we w ere informed

that the waters had been so deep on the meadows, that the

bridges were destroyed, and that we could not pass to Powles*

Hook.
April 29. We went down to Elizabethtown Point, where

we found boats, which were going to New York as soon as

the wind should abate, it being at that time very high. We
came to sail in about one hour, and dined in New York.

During the whole of our journey, from Philadeljihia to New
York, we found great delay, from a seeming combination be-

tween the stage-drivers and the keepers of the public houses.

These abuses ought to be corrected. The lands between

Philadelphia and New York are generally level and good for

wheat. Vegetation was at this timi; very forward, the or-

chards in blossom, and the forest trees in foliage. We found

a great plenty of asparagus and lettuce, as also lamb in the
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cities. They have here a practice, among the keepers of

public houses, which maizes our living very dear, by refusing

to supply the table with any thing to drink, saving water,

other than what you call for. Care is also taken to keep out

of your way small beer and cider, so that your club at dinner

amounts to more than the dinner itself.

April 30. In New York. Part of our stores went on board

an Albany vessel, in which we had taken passage for that

place.

May 1. We this day completed our lading of the vessel,

and about three o'clock in the afternoon went on board, with

a good wind and tide in our favor. We ran the afternoon and

night, and found ourselves in the morning (May 2,) in Ha-
verstraw Bay, becalmed. This made it necessary to anchor

for a short time. The wind however soon sprang up, and

we went joyfully on our cruise.

May 3. We arrived in Albany about eight o'clock in the

morning. The Hudson river is so generally known in the

United States, that any remarks thereon may seem unneces-

sary. However, I will state a few facts which may not be

known to all.—Flood tide is just one hour later, as you ascend

the river, at the end of every ten miles. At the end of sixty

miles, it will be high water in the river, and low water at the

mouth of it. Differently from all other rivers which I have

seen, the waters in this continue their depth above the high-

lands, so that there are no considerable falls until you ascend

about two hundred miles, one hundred and sixty navigable

for vessels of one hundred tons burden. The lands on the

river are generally high, and in many places the mountains

make the border of the river. There is however generally a

flat between the high lands and the river, so that the greatest

part of the way there are handsome farms near the river.

But you cannot have a just estimate of the value of the coun-

try, by sailing up the river ; the valuable land and the prin-

cipal settlements are some distance from it.

As we passed up the river in the night, I lost sight of the

new city of Hudson, which, by common report, is in a flour-

ishing state at present ; but a few men of enterprise fixed at

Albany, would, from the advantages of its situation, soon make
it a rival. Nothing can be said in favor of the city of Hudson,

which will not apply to Albany, saving the depth of water,

and that the river opens in the spring a little sooner. Though
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these are considerations of importance, yet the want of an

extensive back country will be an evil which Hudson must

always experience. The whole distance up the river, the

apple-trees and cherry-trees were in blossom, and the forest

trees just putting; out their folinge. Many of the lands were

covered with u hear, which njade a very pleasing appearance.

There are several small viliajies near the banks of the river,

all very inconsiderable, savini; Hudson. Many people are

employed in fishing on this river durinjj the night. The shad

are taken in great numbers; the sturgeon are sometimes caught

with them ; they are not used in Massachusetts, but are

thought very valuable in Albany. The navigation of this

river is excellent ; hardly a rock in it which you can touch.

There are near Albany some shoals of sand, on which vessels

ground at low water ; but they lay perfectly easy w hile in

that situation. Vessels do not last many years in this river,

and, what is very unusual, the bottoms perish lirst. I saw a

vessel rcjpaiiing, and the buildor taking out all the navel tim-

bers and the luttocks, which were quite rotten, though the

vessel had been built but about eight years.

This river runs far up into the country above Albany.

From New York to this place is about one hundred and sixty

miles ; the southern part of the river nearlv two miles wide,

the other much less, hardly half a mih; in some places. It

extends far into the country, and is capable, with an attention

to canals and locks, of h)rming a very interesting navigation.

Upon a late examination it has bren discovered that the waters

of an eastern Wood Creek, uhich cmptv into Lake Champlain,

may with great (;ase be united with tin; waters of the Hudson,
near Fort Kdward. \\ hen this shall be accomplished, and

some canals and locks made in dilVerent j)laces, which busi-

ness is now commenced, and will. I presume, be comj)leted

without dillieulty, a water communication will be opened to a

great part of the state of V ermont, which borders on Lake
Champlain, some jiarts of which are nearlv three hundred miles

from Albany, i^'sides, it will open a communication bv

water with (Quebec, so that tiu^ waters of the Hudson and

of the .St. I^awrence will he united. It is also agreed that a

comnmnication shall Ix; opened with the great lakes westward,

which to effect is not a difficuli matter, hv going up the Mo-
hawk river, nearly to Fort iStanwix, now JSchuyler, and

uniting this river with a western Wood Creek, the waters of
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which are only eighty-one chains asunder, through a level

swampy ground. The waters of Wood Creek empty them-
selves into the Oneida Lake, those into Ontario, into which
all the waters from the great lakes pass; so that when the
canals and locks shall be completed, which is not a very diffi-

cult task, a water communication will he opened into Canada,
both by the Mohawk and the Hudson ; and into these general
communications smaller ones may enter. On taking a general
view of these things, the extensive advantages to be embraced
by the measures adopted and now carrying into execu-
tion, I cannot help strolling into the uncertain field of conjec-

ture that some day or other, not far distant from this place,

Albany, will be the seat of a great empire.

I spent the remainder of the day in making some arrange-
ments with General Schuyler respecting boats, boatmen, &c.
and in viewing the city of Albany. It is b'j.ilt on the banks of
the Hudson. There are three streets running parallel with
the river, about half a mile in length ; the one called Market is

well paved, and thereon are many valuable houses, built on
the English mode ; but a great proportion of the others are

of the ancient Dutch form, with the ends at the street.

There are many streets running from the river up and inter-

sect the others nearly at right angles. There are five or six

hundred houses in the city, the foundation of which was laid

before New York was built. The people were led thus far

into the country from the allurements of the Indian trade,

which at that day was very important. The original settlers

were from Holland. They have retained their ancient man-
ners and language, and have so much secluded themselves
from the world at large, that their reservedness has the ap-

pearance of a want of hospitality. There are four places of

public worship, the Dutch church, the Episcopalian, the Pres-

byterian, and the Methodist. It is a place of considerable

business, and I think, by opening the canals and a communi-
cation by water with the different parts of the country, it

will soon be much more important. The jealousy which has
always existed between the Dutch and the New England
people is fast subsiding ; it should never have existed. It is

important to the present governing interest to put an end to

these things
; for the time is not far distant, when the sons

of New England and New England manners will prevail.
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If it can be said that we suffer here from want, it is be-

cause we are destitute of good water. It is the custom of

the inhabitants to take their water from the river. It looks

impure, and the practice seems to be an improper one, where

the waters are taken for common use from that dock into

which is washed all the filih of the city. It would be more

tolerable, were the j)eoplu to take their water from the stream;

but they seem to pay little regard to this, but take it up

among the vessels, and at the wharves. There are wells in

town ; it is said, however, that the water from them is not

good. There are just back of the city very high grounds,

which are filled with <rood water, and miirht with {rreat ease

be drawn by pipes to all parts of the city, even into the upper

chambers of their houses ; so that instead of their present

situation, which, if irremediable, would excite our pity, they

might enjoy the best water, did it not arise from indolence

and a want of attention to an article essential to our well-

being. What makes this neglect the more extraordinary is,

that the labor expended in carrying the waters from the river

one year would probably exceed the expense of conducting

the purest waters from the hills in pipes through the whole

extent of the city. However, the citizens do not seem to

consider this matter an evil ; consequently do not feel as

strangers do on the occasion.

May 4. I went to Schenectady in General Schuyler's

wagon, in company with him. On our arrival there, we found

our boats in forwardness, and had an assurance from Mr. Van
Slyk, the contractor, that every thing would be ready on the

8th, the time originally fixed.

I found this a village of much more importance than I ex-

pected. It stands on the bank of the ]Mohawk river, about

sixteen miles from the city of Albany. It is ap|)roa(h(Ml from

high lands, from which you have a j)retty view of the town,

and a most pleasing one of a fine body of meadows, rich in-

terval. The \\\'i\\ lands arc but iiulincrcnt. The rich mead-

ows, with the advantages of the Indian trade, were the entice-

ments which led the people to make an early establishment

here. It was ori^inallv a Dutch sctthMnent ; and the inhab-

itants are principally descendants from the fust settlers, and

retain their manners and language, though all of them speak

English also. The town, in which arc ihrcc places of public

worship, is prettily laid out. There are three very handsome
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streets running parallel with the river, and a number of streets

crossing those at right angles. There are in the compact
part of the town about three hundred dwelling-houses, built

mostly after the Dutch form.

There has been lately established among them an academy
for the instruction of the youth in English grammar, the dead
languages, philosophy, &:c. The instruction is under the di-

rection of two preceptors in separate rooms. The one teaching

the highest branches has five hundred and sixty dollars a
year, and the other, four hundred and twenty-five. This
expense is discharged by the pupils, in proportion to the im-

portance of the studies which they are pursuing, and amounts
to a sum from two dollars up to fifteen for each quarter.

Though this is a heavy expense on some, yet the exertion is

greatly to the honor, and will promote the interest and hap-

piness of the society. It will, however, confine the education

to those families who can discharge the expense of it. Schools

have been greatly neglected among them, and the people are

what might be expected from that circumstance, and their

being very much excluded from the world.

I left the town towards evening and returned to Albany.

It is a very unpleasant road to pass, there being but a kw
settlements on it, the sand deep, and- the lands covered with
pitch-pine.

May 5, Sunday. At meeting. Towards evening, I came
out with strong prejudices in favor of my own minister.*

May 6, Monday. Nothing particular took place. Spent
the day in strolling through the different parts of the town
and on the hills in the rear of it, growing impatient that the

vessel with part of our company and stores did not arrive.

May 7. I arose in the morning under great expectations

that, as the wind had continued fair all night, I should see our

missing vessel ; but was again disappointed. My impatience

had now arisen to anxiety for their safety, who were on board

the vessel. Could I at this moment have been assured that

all were well, I should have been quite satisfied that no evils

would arise from the delay ; as General Chapin had just come
in from the Indian country, and assured me that we should

[* Gen. Lincoln was bom and resided at Hingham, Massachusetts. His minister, of
whom he here speaks, was the Rev. Henry Ware, now HoUis Professor of Divinity in

Harvard University.

—
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be quite in time, and on the treaty ground long before the

Indians.

May 8. In the morning the remainder of the gentlemen

and our stores arrived from New York. Our next attempt

was to procure teams to carry across the remainder of our

stores to Schenectady. I left Albany towards evening for

that place, (that I might be On the spot in the morning to

direct the loading of the boats,) after a long delay occasioned

by a difficulty in procuring a horse and carriage. I could not

apply to a gentleman for his private carriage, though I should

have been exceedingly gratified had one been olTered ;
but, as

1 said before, they have been so much excluded from the

world, that their manners are such as to give the appearanct

of the want of hospitality. I arrived at Schenectady abou\

dark.

May 9. Commenced loading our boats in the morning

;

completed this business about noon. We dined, and the boats

left the landing about two o'clock. Mr. Storrs and myself

remained behind to settle our accounts, knowing that, from

the rapid waters in the river, the boats would be so long de-

tained, that we could overtake them in the morning. Mr.

Van Slyk, who has been our agent here, has offered to take

iUs up the river in the morning in his wagon, the carriage

commonly used in this country for travelling. The boats

passed on to Mr. Maybees, six miles from Schenectady, where

tiiey remained during the night.

May 10. About six o'clock in the morning we went into

our wagon, and jiroceeded up the Mohawk, on the south side,

about four miles, through a very rich and well cultivated in-

terval meadow, of about one mile wide. We then crossed

the river in the wagon ; here the Mohawk is about four hun-

dred yards wide. We then continued up the river on the

north side, generally on high stony lands, though sometimes

we touched on tlu^ intervals, which extend to this place, some-

times on one side of the river and sometimes on the other,

(Mr. Maybees,) six miles from Schenectady, where we halted

and took breakfast. The interval laiid.-^ for the first four

miles are, one place with anolln^r, om^ mile wide.

These settlements, which arc just on (he edge of the low

lands, as also Schcuec^tady itsrif, have been often harassed bj

the Indians, and they were greatly distressed as lately as tlie

last war. The trees here arc in blossom, and the forest tree
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just putting out its foliage. There are a considerable number of
apple-trees, and also the cherry, on every farm, and is a pretty

good country for cider. As we continued our passage up, the

lands had much the same appearance, as also the river, which
is in general very shoal ; the boats were frequently on the

ground in the best water. This time of the year the river is

generally fordable by wagons, horses, &c. In our passage
this day we observed a painted spot on a high rock on the

margin of the river. From this place a number of Indians

set off in their canoes to war; none however returned ; this

painting, which is often renewed by the Indians, is continued
to preserve from oblivion the important event.

About five o'clock, P. M. we reached a small house a little

above Fort Hunter, where we put up for the night. About
this place was the old Mohawk town, which was abandoned
in the spring of the year 1780. They left behind some val-

uable farms. They could generally speak the English lan-

guage, had been in a great degree civilized, and many of them
were professors of the Christian religion. A very handsome
church was built for them in Queen Ann's time, at which they

used to attend public worship. They are now fixed on the

westerly side of Lake Erie.

May 11. We came to sail about five o'clock in the morn-
ing. Stopped, at the distance of five miles, at a place called

Caghnawaga, a settlement which has been made nearly eighty

years, and was nearly destroyed by the British in the year

1780, who were joined by a party of Indians and others under
the command of Sir William Johnson. In this action John-
son evinced a want of feeling which would disgrace the savage.

The people destroyed were his old neighbors, with whom he
had lived on terms of real friendship for a long while. His
estate was among them, and the inhabitants had always con-

sidered him as their friend and neighbor. Those who could

walk, after seeing their dwellings reduced to ashes, were
hurried into captivity. Those who could not walk, fell vic-

tims to the tomahawk and scalping-knife.—The river, shores,

and settlements make a very similar appearance to what we
observed yesterday.

Sunday, May 12. Continued our course up to the Little

Falls, called so in distinction to the large fall on this river,

near its junction with the Hudson. We arrived at the fall

about two o'clock in the afternoon. There are many pleasant

15
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situations on the river, and what adds to their value, are the

interval lands, so often washed by the waters of the river that

they need little or no manure. The })eoj)le in general have

no pretensions to the character of farmers. '1 heir lands are

not properly attended to. Their cows are very poor ; half

the summer will pass before they can receive much profit from

them. Their swine are, above all, the most indifl'crent ; many
of their sheep naked. Indeed, saving their horses, which

were only tolerable, every thing had the marks of poverty,

at a moment when, from the richness of the soil, and the

extent of their possessions, the eye ought to have been grat-

ified by a lullness which indicates plenty and happiness.

On examination of the falls, which are fifty-three miles

from Schenectady, I found that they extended about three

quarters of a mile in length, and that in that distance the

water fell about forty feet ; that prej)araiions are made and

are making for opening a canal near the bank of this river,

which, by the aid of a number of locks, the boats may pass

with ease. Part of the ground over which the canal is to

pass is very rocky ; but there are a number of vales which will

much facilitate the business, as walls to confine the water is

all which will be necessary in such places. On the whole,

though the work will be very imj)ortant when comj)Ioted, yet

the expense of doing it will be very inconsidiMable, compared

with the magnitude of the object. Jn examining the grounds

about the falls, 1 fmd that the water passed some years in a

diflerent course from its jjresent, and that ilu^ bed of the river

is twenty or thirty feet lower than where it formerly ran. 1

could not well account for this change, as the whole bed of

the river seen)s a body of rocks. We found an excellent

bridge thrown over the river by an arch of one hundred feet,

a pretty piece of workmanshij), which does great credit to

the new settlers as well as to the workman.
Monday, May l^l. Forenoon s|)(Mit in taking our bo:us and

stores across the carrying-|)lace, about three (piarters of a mile.

When this was completed, we set off for the Cierman Flats,

where \\v. remained the loitowing night. At this place, which

is often called Fort Herkimer, some of the block-houses

are remaining. The inhabitants were greatly distressed dur-

ing our contest with IJritain, and were often driven to the

fort and places of security. l he Indians used frecpiently to

lurk about them and pick oil the inhabitants near tiie fort.



General Lincoln's Journal. ll^'

The people on the lower part of this river are Dutch, the

upper part Germans ; they all seem a very improvident race.

They have paid little or no attention to the high lands, but

seemed perfectly satisfied with using the intervals, which are

rich and very easy of culture. The New England people

have lately purchased the high lands, and are settling fast on
them. One of the old German inhabitants informed me that

the New England settlers had better farms in four or five

years than they had in seventy ; and if money was wanted,

it could be found with more ease among the new than

among the old settlers. About the falls there is considerable

white oak timber and white pine. The Mohawk river is here

much reduced in size, little more than one hundred feet wide.

We lodged seven miles from the falls.

Tuesday, May 14. We left Fort Herkimer about eight

o'clock in the morning, and reached that evening new Fort

Schuyler. A great proportion of the way we found that on

the borders of the river there is a tract of valuable interval

lands. That so much spoken of, the German Flats, is about

three miles in length and one mile in breadth. Although the

river is here much reduced in size, yet it retains its common
depth. At Fort Schuyler we found another bridge thrown
across the river, which is here about one hundred and twenty

feet wide when the waters are within the banks. The work-
manship of the bridge does great credit to the ingenuity of the

workman, as the arch extends from shore to shore. At this

place commences Whitestown, so called, which lies generally

back from the river about four miles. This floiuishing settle-

ment has sprung up since the war, and is become so extensive

that on ten miles square are two regiments of militia.

Wednesday, May 15. We left Fort Schuyler' for Fort

Stanwix in the mornino;. We found, as before, on the border

of the river a large quantity of interval lands, annually washed

by the water overflowing the banks of the river on the break-

ing up of winter. These lands are excellent for Indian corn

and mowing, but will not do for wheat. On them now is a

very heavy growth of timber. Among it is the button-wood,

of a very extraordinary size ; as also the elm. About eight

o'clock in the evening we arrived at the head of navigation

of the Mohawk river, at the place where the boats are taken

out of the water and carried across about two miles into

Wood Creek.
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Thursday^ May 16, Was spent in carrying our boats and

stores from the Mohawk to Wood Creek. This gave an op-

portunity for us to view the grounds about us. The first

thins wliich caught our attention was old Fort Stanwix, the

foundation of which was laid in the year 1759 by General

Broadstreet, and built uj)on by the troops of the United

States during the hue war. An attempt was made by the

British to take this fort in the year 1777 ; but the enemy were

soon convinced that no successful approaches could be made,

and that nothing but a warm bombardment could force the

besieged to a surrender. A little distance from this fort. Gen-
eral Herkimer, going to the relief of it, fell into an ambuscade
of Indians and others. The Indians, it is said, were hardly

persuaded to engage, and could not be induced to it until they

had sacrificed their reason to their appetites. It was very

manifest that during the action they were exceedingly intoxi-

cated. In consequence thereof they sulTered greatly in this

action, more severely than they ever sufit,*red before. They
lost, among others, ten or twelve of their chiefs or first char-

acters. The enemy however kept the field, and had the honors

of the day. In the late cultivation of the grounds on which
the battle was fought, many parts of the remains of those

who fell in the action have been found. In some instances

the mark of the scalj)ing-knife and the tomahawk are seen on
the skull-bone. Sad to relate, that those who were made to

enjoy and to comnuinicate happiness should adopt a line of

conduct so opposite to l)()th ! The lands about Fort Stanwix,

now Fort Schuyler, ar(; but indilTerent ; and I do not see any
thing very allininii in this neighborhood. At this place a canal

is to be cut into Wood Creek from th(> Mohawk, and a town
is to be established here, from an idea that advantages will be
derived to the settlers from the canal. Hut if individuals are

to be supported hert; without labor, from the profits of this

passage, the whole will fall on those who are obliged to

use it.

Miy 17. Our boats and stores being all in Wood Creek,
which at the head is little more than the width of a boat, and
very little water running in it, being ponded above, for the

use of mills,—whrn \\v. were ready to go down, the gales

were hoisted, and th(' creek was soon so full of water as to

float the lM)ats. W(; went down with the current, which
would iiave been very agreeable, had not the creek been very
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full of timber, which had from time to time fallen into it.

There are considerable lands on each side this river which are
interval, and are often, in the spring, overflowed. They are
too low for farms, and can be improved for certain purposes
only. If there are lands near, on which you could build with
propriety, these would exceedingly come in aid to such hi^h
lands. The lands are very similar the whole of the distance
we passed this day, covered with a heavy growth. We en-
camped at night, for the first time, at what is called the Oak
Orchard, from its being a high point of land on which are a
few oaks. Oaks are not to be seen in general in this part of
the country.

May 1 8. We continued our passage down the river, and
about two o'clock reached the Oneida lake. Here we en-
camped, as the wind was not only against us, but too high to
permit our crossing. In the afternoon, towards evening, the
Rev. Mr. Kirkland and several of the Indians came to see us,
and to express their satisfaction in our attempts to a general
peace. In the evening, the wind having abated, we went
about nine o'clock into our boats, and reached the west end
of the lake. Fort Bruington, about five o'clock in the morn-
ing, having halted on our passage about two hours. It is

said that the lake is thirty-five miles long ; I think not so
much. As we passed it in the night, I could not make any
judgment respecting the value of the lands on its borders.

May 19. 4fter breakfast, we left Fort Bruington, and fell

down a very pleasant river, about one hundred yards wide, to
Three River Point, where we dined

; then proceeded down to
Oswego falls, twelve miles from the lake ; here we lodged.
The lands on both banks of the river are low, and the timber
not very large. How they will appear when cleared, is quite
uncertain

; 1 think, however, not very well. There are a
iew settlements made on the banks of the river, but are so
very new that it cannot be determined at present of what
value they arc. The place called the Three Rivers is where
the Onondago river unites with the Oneida river. Up the
Onondago, about eighteen miles, are excellent salt-springs,

which are so fully impregnated, that one man, having his
wood brought him, will make six bushels a day. I saw some
of the salt, which appeared like the white Lisbon. These
springs are very important to this country. Thus we see that
the benevolent Creator of the world has provided in the
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centre of a country, large sources of water which yields that

salt so necessary to the happiness and existence of iiis crea-

tures.

May 20. In the morning we hauled our batteaux across

the carrying-|)lace, about one hundred and fifty feet. This

we did by placiug tiie boats on rollers, without taking out the

lading. Tiiis business was completed about ten o'clock ; we
then set off for Oswego, lat. 43^ 17', the distance of twelve

miles, where we arrived about one o'clock. I had a letter to

the commanding officer, which on landing I immediately sent

to him in the fort, lie came out, and invited me and our

party into it, where we dined, and were treated by him

(Captain Whickham) with ease and hospitality. We left the

fort about four o'clock, went on about fifteen miles, and en-

canij)ed at a small harbor, called Little Sodus. We expected

to have met a vessel at Oswego; but on the arrival of the

other Commissioners at Niagara, there was none in the harbor.

After the arrival of one, she was detained by head winds, so

that we continued our j)assage along the shores of the lake.

We left Oswego Fort, Monday afternoon, and 'reached Niag-

ara Fort, Saturday morning, about one; hundred and fifty or

sixty miles, as the shore runs ; our boats were too small to

be at any considerable distance from it. The wood near the

lake is mostly beech, and the lands seem to be pretty good.

We found very few small brooks running from the shore into

the lake. 1 think, therefore, that the country must be dry

when cleared. What makes this navigation dangerous, is that

the banks are in many j)laces steep, and when the sea rises to

a considerable degree, the boats beat to pieces against it.

The waters in the lake are now very low. It is said that

these lak«;s fill once in seven years, and that they will prob-

ably be full the next year.

We were from Sclnujectady to Niagara from the Dth to the

25th, besides going across the lak(i in the night ; the whole
made seventeen days. W(^ passed in a good time of the vcar,

and in the best state of the water in the rivers. The distance

is about 3o0 miles, in passing which it will, one time with

another, consume three; weeks at iht; least ; most as lonir as

crossing the Atlantic.

May 2.3. Immediately on my arrival at Niagara, Governor
Simcoe sent for me ; the other Conunissioners wvxv. \\\{\\

\k\m ; he shew me my room. Wc remained with him a num-
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ber of days ; but knowing that we occupied a large proportion

of his house, and that Mrs. Simcoe was absent, and so prob-

ably on our account, we contemplated a removal, and of en-

camping at the Landing, six miles from this place, where the

Friends were encamped. But when the Governor was inform-

ed of our intentions, he barred a removal. His politeness and
hospitality, of which he has a large share, prevented our exe-

cuting the designs we had formed. This was in a degree

painful, because we could not see a period to it, as the time

of assembling the Indians was uncertain.

June 4. The King's birth-day ; to all the ceremonies of

which our duty required us to attend. At eleven o'clock, the

Governor had a levee at his house, at which the officers of

government, the members of the legislature, the officers of

the army, and a number of strangers attended. After some
time, the Governor came in, preceded by two of his family.

He walked up to the head of the hall, and began a conver-

sation with those standing in that part of the hall, and went
around to the whole, and I believe spoke with every person

present. This was soon over, and we all retired. At one

o'clock there were firings from the troops, the battery, and
from the ship in the harbor. In the evening there was quite

a splendid ball, about twenty well-dressed, handsome ladies,

and about three times that number of gentlemen present.

They danced from seven o'clock to eleven. Supper was then

announced, where we found every thing good and in pretty

taste. In all this there was not any thing very particular
;

the music and dancing were good, and every thing was con-

ducted with propriety. What excited the best feelings of my
heart, was the ease and affection with which the ladies met
each other ; although there were a number present whose
mothers .sprang from the aborigines of the country. They
appeared as well dressed as the company in general, and in-

termixed with them in a manner which evinced at once the

dignity of their own minds and the good sense of others.

These ladies possess great ingenuity and industry, and have

great merit ; for the education which they have acquired is

owing principally to their own industry, as their father. Sir

William Johnson, was dead, and the mother retained the

dress and manners of her tribe.

Governor Simcoe is exceedingly attentive to these public

\ assemblies, and makes it his study to reconcile the inhabi-
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tants, who have tasted the pleasures of society, to their

present situation, in an infant province. He intends the next

winter to have concerts and assemblies very frequently.

Hereby he at once evinces a regard to the happiness of the

people, and his knowledge of the world ; for while people

are allured to become settlers in this country, from the rich-

ness of the soil, and the clemency of the seasons, it is import-

ant to make their situation as flattering as possible.

Niagara Fort, built by the French about 1725, is in about
43'* 20' north latitude, one degree north of Boston

;
yet 1 find

the season quite as clement here, as I have found it there,

and vegetation quite as forward. On the second of this

month 1 dined in company at the Landing, six miles from this

place. As a dessert, a large quantity of strawberries were
served, not propagated in gardens, or rij)ened by art, but were

the natural growth of the unimproved soil. It is a fact,

which will I think soon be established, that moving westward

in the same latitude, the weather meliorales as you progress

on that course. To investigate the causes of this event in

nature, is beyond my reach. Perhaps they are among those

hidden things which may open more satisfactorily to our view,

when we shall have turned over another page in the book of

nature.

June 9. Dined with Mr. Hamilton at the Landing,

(Qneenstown.) Towards evening we left his house, and

rode as far as the Falls, where we lodged, nine miles. There
are a number of new settlements on the road, and one small

meeting-house. The lands arc generally covered with white

oak, but they are neither strong or well improved.

June 10. In the morning I went to view the Falls of Ni-

agara, of which so much has been said. The appearance was
far short of the ideas 1 had formed of them, it is said that

the water falls one hundred and thirty-seven feet perpendicu-

larly. Had I been called to give an opinion re^^pecting the

fall, I should not have judged that the water fell more than

forty or iifty feet. From whence arist;s the deception, I

know not; the fact as to the magnitude of the fall, 1 cannot

doubt, as that has been accurately taken, mathematically.

After breakfast we pursu(ul our journey towards IJuHalo Creek,

a few miles up which lives a number of the JSeneca tribe.

We found in our route a bad road, the lands flat, and a great

proportion of the timber white oak. Near Lake Erie we
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found both better. The land generally, for the distance of
fifteen or twenty miles, is about seven feet above the waters,

between the Falls and Lake Erie, at this dry season of the

year ; sometimes the water must be much nearer the surface

of the earth. On findinji; that we could not cross the ferry,

the waters which divide the United States from the Province
of Upper Canada, we lodged about three miles below the

ferry.

June 11. In the mornino; we crossed over to the United
States, near the mouth of Buffalo Creek. There we took a

boat, and went up the creek near to one of the Seneca
towns. Here we were received by the inhabitants with every

mark of respect, in their power to show. They were under

arms, about eighty of them. On our approach they fired a

feu-de-joie. After this was over, they assembled in their

council-house, where they remained some time consulting to-

gether. We were then invited in and seated, where we
were addressed by one of their old chiefs, in which he ex-

pressed their friendship and the great desire they had for

peace. He recommended, in strong language, that we should

attempt this important work, only on a reliance on the aid of

the Great Spii it ; and if that was sincerely sought, he did

not doubt but we should obtain our wishes. In our answer

we echoed his speech, and gave them on our part iVesh assu-

rances of the friendship of the United States, and thanked

them for their kind wishes and good intentions ; and that to

promote an object so interesting in itself, they were, many of

them, undertaking a long and tedious journey. We then

assured them that we would make the matter as easy for them
as possible ; that we would give them a boat, ammunition for

hunting on their ro'j.te, and some fresh beef, that they might

rejoice with their friends before they left them. After this

business was finished they suggested that they would enter-

tain us with a dance in the evening. This we attended, but

found nothing meritorious in it, but a desire to please. As
soon as the dance was over wm^ retired to our quarters, a small

house beino; assigned to us. Here we made some tea and

eat a cake, which we carried with us, and went to rest on

some skins, which, with our blankets, did pretty well.

June 12. In the morning, after refreshing ourselves again

with some tea and the remainder of our cake, and having

i

taken a large drink of sweet meal mixed with water, (this is

16
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made from parched corn beat to flour, and in the process a

little suiiar mixed \\\\\\ it ; this meal when mixed with

water makes an agreeable and nutritive drink)—we then took

leave of some of the chiefs and returned in our boat to Buf-

falo Creek, where we dined ; then mounted our horses, re-

crossed the ferry, and i)ut up at ninht at the house we left the

morning before, three miles from Lake Erie.

June 13. Confined by a heavy rain.

June 14. We returned to Navy Hall.

June 15. Col. Pickering, Mr. Dean, and myself crossed

the river, and went to Fort ^lauser, eight miles above Queens-

town, on the opposite side of the river, and just above the

Falls. At this j)Iace the goods, after being taken across land

from what is called the Landing, were re-shipped and carried

into Lake Erie, and thence on to Detroit, ^iuce this side is

in the limits of the United States, the British have made a

way on the west side of the communication between the

lakes. All goods must be carried by the Falls ten mihjs on

one side, or eight on the other (U. S.) At Fort Slauser,

where there is a corporal's guard, we found Mr. Stedman,
whose attentions and Iriendship were such as could not fail to

make our stay with him very agreeable.

We went towards evening to visit the Falls on the east

side ; we had seen them IxHore on the west. Here we could

approach them on the same level with the water when it

rolled over the tops of the rocks. In this situation the fall

appeared grcsiter to me, than when I viewed it on the oppo-

site side ; for there I was on an eminence nearly one hundred
feet above; tlu- level of the watj'r. When on the east side,

in looking down the bank on which I stood, tin; distance mag-
nified exceediuiily. 1 cannot account for the deception when
observing the I'alls, unless it si)rings from their leuiitb, or from

our viewing them through a cloud ; w hich we always do ; for

the vapor constantly ascends, and has the appearance of a

cloud, at the distance of many miles. The uater falls fifty-

seven feet in the distance of one mile before it falls perpen-

dicularly, it is ceinMally believrd here, that the Falls were
six miles lower down than what they now are, and that the

change has been produced by the constant operation of the

wat(;r. This idea led me to i^xamine, as well as I could, the

banks of the river, on one side and the other ; l)ut did not

discover any marks of the operation of the water on the rocks.
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I therefore could not adopt fully the opinion ; and I cannot

now avoid doubting; the truth of the observation, unless I

sacrifice my reason to wild and uncertain conjecture. When-
ever this takes the direction of the mind, it becomes unstable,

and philosophy seeks her retreat into a soil more adapted to

her existence.

We returned toward evening to the house of our friend,

Mr. Stedman. Here we were amused by the use of an air-

gun, with which he would kill with ease the robin and the

different kinds of birds, which came into his garden. This

machine was very simple indeed ; nothing more than an ash

stick, about an inch diameter and five feet long, perforated

through with an opening about equal to the calibre of a

common musket. Into this is put a sharpened arrow at one

end ; the other is covered with the blossoms of thistles, about

three or four inches. Blowing into this tube throws the arrow

with a foi-ce sufiicient to kill a bird fifty feet or more.

The blossom tied about the arrow stops the air, at the same

time that, from its softness, it yields without any apparent

degree of friction to check its force ; and from its elasticity,

as soon as it leaves the tube, it regains its former position ; so

that an arrow, if not lost, will answer a thousand times. In

conversation with our friend Stedman, who lives just on the

bank of the river, respecting his keeping geese and ducks so

near the Falls, down which they are liable to be carried with

the rapid current, he said they had discovered a method which

prevented them from swimming far from the shore, or remain-

ing long in the water at any time, by picking off from the

breast all the feathers and down, a place about the circum-

ference of a dollar. I minute the hint because it may be

of use.

June 16. In the morning we went to pay a visit to the

Tuscarora villages They were about half a mile one from

the other, and about four miles from Queenstown, or the

Landing. In the first were thirty-odd houses, and in the

other about twelve. Where these stand, the timber has been

lately cut off; on doing which they have discovered that for-

merly the same place had been settled, and that there had

been a work around it, the banks of which are visible at this

time. Besides, as a farther proof that it was an old settle-

ment, they have found Indian stone axes. The Indian houses

are about twelve feet square, built some with bark and others
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with wood, as ue build our log huts. Many of them h^ve

chiuiiieys, in which they can keep a comfortable fire, while

others retain their ancient custi.m of having the fire in the

centre of the house. These Indians, as well as the Senecas,

are s<Utled on good land, and might live very well, and with

great ease, if they would aitcud to aiiriculture. Some of them

now sell a considerable (juaniity of corn lor rum. We (ound

among them a number of cows, which appeared exceedingly

good, but it was diflicult indeed to obtain any milk, lor the

calves were (among the Senecas) running with the cows.

Nothing very j)articular took place from the 16th to the

25th, the day our express returned from Philadelphia,

June 26. We left our lodgings at Governor Simcoe's,

where we had been treated with attention. On ourdepaiture

he gave a letter to those who had the care of the Indians,

relative to then* sui)plies ; in which he expressed himself in

the strongest terms, that, in case the treaty should not pro-

duce a peace, care should be taken that the Commissioners

should not be injured or insulted by the savages ; for that an

injury to them would greatly affect him, the commander in

chief, the British nation, and even the king himself. This,

I suppose, had its origin from a report, which circulated pretty

generally, that the Indians intended, if they could not make
peace, to commence hostilities on the spot, by sacrificing the

Commissioners, &lc. We arrived in the evening at the Land-

ing, where u e lod^cul. The common cherries and the currants

are now ripe enough to eat.

June 27. This day we left the Landing, and travelhnl to

Chip|)ewa, t( n miles ; here we waited until our bag^aiie

could be forwarded. On my way to this place I ai^ain visited

the Kails. I went dou u to \\ liat is called the Table Hock,

nearly on a level with the water, where it falls in its greatest

degree. It did not appear to ui(\ notw itll^tanding the advan-

tageous situation in w hicli I |)I;u(m1 myself, that the water

fell so mu( h as filtv feet ; tin; a|)pearanee u as \ cm y like, as to

distance, tin; water lallini: Ironi a very hiiih three-story house.

A g<'ntleman with me, who had rode four hundred miles to

see the I'alls, u ;is very miuh of the same opinion. As I ob-

served before, there; is a constant vapor ascj-nding, caused by

the violent agitation of th(! water. Through this, when tlu;

sun shines, you discover the rainbow, 'i'he water falls with

.such weight into deep water that there is very little cuireut
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on the surface of the water near the Falls, not so great as to

prevent your passing with a canoe across the river.

June 28. Lodged on the road.

June 29. This day we went to Lake Erie from Chippe-

wa to see the vessel in which we were to embark; but as

we were not ready for this, we returned four miles, and lodged

where we lodged the night before.

June 30. This day we went on board the vessel, where I

continued without going on shore uniil July 2d.

July 2. 1 went on shore and examined the rocks thereon.

Thev seemed to be a composition of petrified vegetables and

fossils ; but from their hardness it was difficult to detach

any particular parts of them.

While at Fort F>rie, the commanding officer invited me
into his garden, which was very handsomely laid out, and in

excellent order, and vegetation in great forwardness. Besides

having the common cherry, the currant, &;c. 1 found his

potatoes in blossom, as also his cucumbers, his melons, and

his Indian beans ready to be eaten as stringed beans, and his

Windsor beans fully grown. These observations are of no

other importance than as they show the state of vegetation in

this climate on the 2d of July.

July 3. I dined on shore with Captain Pratt. We had

from his garden, peas, beans, &c. as also new potatoes, which

were planted about the middle of April, and were now as big

as eggs.

July 5. The wind remaining against us, a British vessel

appeared in sight with a number of Indians on board. On
the arrival of the vessel, we found that in her had arrived a

large deputation from the council-fire at the Rapids of Miami.

In two points they wanted satisfaction, the first respecting

the movements of our army, and the second whether we
were fully authorized to run and establish a new line between

us and them.

The Indians assembled and gave notice to the Commission-

ers that they desired to speak with them. The Commission-

ers attending, a Shawanese chief (called Cat's Eyes,) ad-

dressed us thus.

Brothers,

We are sent by the nations of Indians assembled at the

Rapids of Miami, to meet the Commissioners of the United

States. We are glad to see you here. It is the will of the

I
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chiefs of those nations that our Father, the Governor of this

Province, should l)e present, and hear what we have to say

to }oii, and what you have to say to us.

Brothers,

Do not make yourselves uneasy that we did not meet you,

at the time you proposed, at Sandusky. The reasons thereof

will he mentioned at another time. Four Strings oj black

and while Wampum delivered to the Commissioners.

To ^vhit•h the Commissioners replied.

Brothers,

The Commissioners are glad to see you. We will confer

with you in presence of your Father, the Governor of this

Province, at any time and place which shall be convenient to

him and you. Returned the four Strings.

The chi(!fs havini; consulted a few moments hy themselves,

again asked the attendance of the Commissioners, and pro-

posi'd that the conference should he at the Governor's, at Ni-

agara ; to which the Commissioners a;;jreed, informini:; the

chiefs that tiuiy \N'ould he at the Governor's to-morrow night.

Jvly 7. Before the arrival of the Commissioners at the

council-house Irom Navy Hall, whih^ waitini; for them, Captain

Brandt spoke in the name of the deputies of the western

Indians.

Brothers,

It heing agreed at the Rapids that we should come and

meet the Commissioners in our Father's presence, we returu

our thanks to the Great Spirit, for seeing vour Excellency

well this dav. Our intention and business is jieaceable, and

our inclination is to do what is right and just. We are all of

one mind, and wished your Excellency to be present.

J Belt of IVampum.
His Excelhmcy in reply said, that he was happy to see]

them well, and as the Commissioners had expressed thei

wish to meet the Indians in his presence, he should be gla

to hear what they had to say. lull returned.

The CommissioiMTs being assembled, with the Ciovernor,

and a number of officers of the Province, as also many niil

itary officers. Captain Brandt, with a belt ami a string ol

wampum, rose and said.

We have met to-day our brothers, the Bostonians and Eng-
lish. We are glad to have the meeting, and think it by the

appointment of the Great Spirit.
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Brothers of the United States,

We told you the other day at Fort Erie, that at another

time we would inform you why we had not assembled at the

time and place appointed for holding the treaty with you.

Now we inform you that it is because there is so much the

appearance of war in that quarter. Brothers, we have given

the reason for our not meeting you, and now request an ex-

planation of these warlike appearances.

Brothers,

The people you see here, are sent to represent the Indian

nations who own the lands north of the Ohio as their common
property, and who are all of one mind, one heart.

Brothers,

We have come to speak to you for two reasons ; one be-

cause your warriors being in our neighborhood have prevented

our meeting at the appointed place ; the other to know if

you are properly authorized to run and establish a new boun-

dary line between the lands of the United States and the

lands of the Indian nations. We are still desirous of meet-

ing you at the appointed place.

Brothers,

We wish you to deliberate well on this business. We
have spoken our sentiments in sincerity ; considering our-

selves in the presence of the Great Spirit, from whom in

times of danger we expect assistance.

Belt of twelve Rows, and thirty Strings of Wampum, in Jive

bunches, presented to us.

The Commissioners answered.

Brothers,

We have attended to what you have said. We will take

it into our serious consideration, and give you an answer to-

morrow. We will inform you when we are ready.

Captain Brandt replied.

Brothers,

We thank you for what you have said. You say that you
will answer our speech to-morrow. We now cover up the

council-fire.

July 8. The Commissioners gave the following answer to

the speech of yesterday.

Brothers,

By the appointment of the Great Spirit, we are again met
together. We hope he will assist us on both sides, to see



132 General Lincolnh Journal.

and to do what is right. It gives us pleasure that this meet-

ing is in tlie presence of our brothers, the English. (Here
we repeated what was said hv Captain Brandt yesterday.

This repetition is eustoniary, lliat yon mav evince to them
that you understood their speech. We after proceeded.)

Brothers, now listen to our answer in behalf of the United

States.

Brothers,

You have mentioned two objects of your coming to meet
us at this place ; one to obtain nn explanation of the warlike

appearances on the part of the United States on the northern

side of the Ohio; the oth(>r to learn whether we iiave au-

thority to run and establish a new boundary line between
your lands and ours.

Brothers,

On the first jioint, we cannot but express our extreme
regret that any reports of warlike a|)|)earanccs on the |)art of

the United States should have delayed our meeting togtMher

at Sandusky. Tiie nature of the case irresistibly forbids all

apprehensions of hostile incursions into the Indian coinilry

north of the Ohio dining the treaty at Sandusky. Brothers,

we were deputed by the great chief and the great council of

the United States to treat with von of peace;—and is it pos-

sible that the same great chief and his great council could,

act so deceitfully towards us, their Commissioners, as well as]

towards yon r Brothers we think it not possible. But we
will quit arguments, and come to facts.

Brothers,

We assurer you that oin* great chief, (Jcneral Washington,
has strictly forbidden all hostilities against von, until the eveiitj

of the proposed treaty at Sandusky shall be known. Here
is the |)roclamation ol" his h(>ad warrior, General Wavne, toj

that ellect. But, brothers, our great chief is so sincere in hisj

professions for jxmci;, and so desirous of preventing every!

thing which woidd obstruct the treatv and prolong thi". war,]

that besides giving those orders to his head warriors, he hasf

informed the Gov(!rnors of the several states adjoining the]

Ohio, of the treaty proposc'd to be held at Sanduskv, and de-

sired them to unite their j)owers with his to prevent any]

hostile attempts against the Indians north of the Ohio, imtill

the result of the treaty is made known. These (Jovernors

have accordingly issued their orders, strictly forbidding all
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such hostilities. The proclamations of the Governors of Vir-

ginia and Pennsylvania we have here in our hands.

Brothers,

If after all these precautions of our great chief, any hos-

tilities should be committed north of the Ohio, they must
proceed from a few disorderly people, whom no considera-

tions of justice or public good can restrain : but we hope and

believe that none such will be found.

Brothers,

After these explanations, we hope you will possess your

minds in peace, relying on the good faith of the United

States that no injury is to be aj)prehended by you during the

treaty. We now come to the second point, whether we are

properly authorized to run and establish a new boundary line

between your lands and ours.

Brothers,

We answer explicitly that we have that authority. Where
this should run, will be the great subject of discussion between

you and us at the treaty ; and we sincerely hope and expect

that it may then be fixed to the satisfaction of both parties.

Doubtless, some concessions must be made on both sides. In

all disputes and quarrels both parties usually take some wrong

steps, so that it is only by mutual concessions that a true re-

concilement can be elTecied.

Brothers,

We wish you to understand us clearly on this head, for we
mean that all our proceedings should be marked with can-

dor. We therefore repeat and say explicitly, that some con-

cessions will be necessary on your part, as well as on ours,

in order to establish a just and permanent peace.

Brothers,

After this great point of the boundary line shall be consid-

ered at the treaty, we shall know what concessions and stip-

ulations it will be proper to make on the part of the United

States ; and we trust they will be such as the world will

pronounce reasonable and just,

brothers.

You have told us that you represent the nations of Indians,

north of the Ohio, and whose chiefs are now assembled at

the Rapids of the Miami. Brothers, it would be a satisfac-

tion to us to be informed of the names of those nations, and

of the number of chiefs of each so assembled.

17
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Brothers,

"NVe once more turn our eves to your representation of the

warlike a|>|)earaiict'S in }our count ry ; and to jjive }om com-

plete satisfaction on tliis |)oint, we now assure you, that as

soon as our councils at tiiis [)lace are ended, we will send a i

messenger on hors(l)ack (o the jjreat ciiicf of the United

States, to desire iiini to renew and strongly repeat his orders

to his head warrior, not only to ahstain from all hostilities

against you, hut to remain (juiet at his posts until the event of

the treaty shall be known.

Belt and Strings delivered by us.

Brothers, the Bostonians, attend.

We have heard your \\ords. Our fathers, the English

people, have al^o heard them. We thank God that you have

been preserved in j)eace, and that \\v hring our j)i|)es together.

The people of all the different nations her»: salute you. They
rejoice to hear your words. It gives us great satisfaction

that our fathers tlu; English have also heard then). We shall

for the j)resent take uj) o'.:r pipes and retire to our encamp-

ments, where we shall deliberately consider your speech, and

return you an answer to-morrow. (This \^as Irom a Shaw-
anese, called Cat's Eyes.)

Juhj 9. In comuil. Present as yesterday. Captain

Brandt arose; \\ iih the belt and firings in his hands, u hich

were delivered by the Commissioners, and aildtessing himself

to tin; English and Americans, b-aid.

Brothers,

We are glad tin; Great Spirit has preserved us in peace to

meet together this day.

Brothers of the I'nited States,

Yesterday you madt; an answt'r to the mess.i^e delivered

by us from llu; great coimeil at JMiami in the two particulars

W(^ had slatiMl to you.

Brothers,

Voii may (le|)end on it that we fully understand your

speech. We shall take with us your bt It and strings and

repeat it to the chiefs at the ^reat council at Miami. (Then

lading down ilu- belt and strings, he took up a white bell and

said,)

Brothers,

W(; have .something larther to say, thou^jjh not much. W(;

arc small, compared w ith our great chiefs at jNliami ; but
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though smali, we have something to say. We think, broth-

ers, IVomyour speech, that there is a prospect of our coming
together. We who are the nations at the westward, are of

one mind ; and if we agree with you, as there is a prospect
that we shall, it will be binding and lasting.

Our prospects, brothers, are the fairer because all our minds
are one. You have not spoken to us before unitedly. For-
merly, l)ecause you did not speak to us unitedly, what was
done was not binding. Now you have an opportunity to

speak to us together ; and we now take you by the hand to

lead you to the place appointed for the meeting.

A white Belt of Seven Roivs.

Brothers, this is all we have to say.

Afterwards Captain Brandt arose again, recollecting that

he had not answered our request respecting the nations and
chiefs assembled at Miami, and said.

Brothers,

One thing more we have to say. Yesterday you expressed

a wish to be informed of the names of the nations and num-
ber of chiefs assembled at the Miami. But as they were
daily coming in, we cannot give you exact information. You
will see for yourselves in a few days. When we left it, the

following nations were there, viz.

Ottawas,

Chippeways,

Potawatarnies,

iVlmgoes,

Cherokees,

Nantikokes.

Five Nations,

Wyandots,
Shawanese,

Delawares,

Munsees,

Miamis,

The principal men of all the above nations were there.

The Commissioners then said to the Indians.

Brothers,

Our ears have been open to your speech ; it is agreeable

to us. We are ready to proceed with you to Sandusky,

where, under the direction of the Great Spirit, we hope that

we shall soon establish a peace on terms equally interesting

and agreeable to all parties.

The council-fire was then covered up.

July 10. Left Navy Hall. Lodged at Chippewa.

July IL Arrived on board, where we now are waiting

for the return of the Indians and a fair wind.
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According to our promise, we wrote to the President on

the con)|)hrmts made that our army was approaching, and sent

to the Secretary at War a copy of all our ofticial transactions,

which had a tendency to show^ the real state of matters re-

specting the treaty. In addition thereto I wrote him the fol-

lowing private letter.

Niagara, \Oth July, 1793.

My Dear Sir,

I wish you would cause the enclosed to Mrs. Lincoln, to

be lodged in the post-office as soon as may be after it shall

come to hand.

Having my pen in my hand I cannot help making an ob-

servation or two relative to appearances here, which may not

be so fully expressed in our public communications.

At our several meetings with the delegates from the tribes

assembled in council at the Rapids of the Miami, a great

number of people attended the hearing ; among which many
were from the United States. Yesterday, after we covered

up the council-fire, all classes of men seemed to unite in the

idea that a peace would be established. Perhaps they are

too sanguine in their expectations ; I hope they are not.

However that may be, such a sentiment will spread ; for

many of our people are on their return, and will doubtless

give their o|)inioii on the state of matters. It becomes there-

fore, if possible, of infinitely niorc^ iin|i()rtance than ever, that

no movements of our army should interv(Mu; and destroy the

present favorable appearance of things. For after the people

are once flushed with the hope of peace, they will not be

easily satisfied, if to any iniproj)er conduct on our part, they

should be under the painful necessity of sacrificing the pleas-

ing ho|)c that the war will soon terminate.

If the reports which circulate here from difierent (pi;irters

are in any degree true, General Wayne must have violated

the clearest principles of a truce. Certainlv we expected

that, from tin; naiine of all the transactions of the United
States, they considered themselves as bound by its laws, as

established by the diflVrent nations. The Commissioners
could not have j)aintc(l (o tlwmselvrs any hope of personal

security but in such a belief. For if there is no truce exist-

ing, they are just throwing themselves into the hands of the

savages at open and active war.
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The Commissioners are not so apprehensive for themselves^

as for the honor of the United States, and the success of

their mission.

If the present treaty, in this stage of it, should be broken
up by the movements of our army, by the advancement of

stores, other than those necessary for the several garrisons,

by cutting of roads, or by any military transaction against

the laws of war, our country will be highly irritated, and the

blame will fall somewhere ; not on the President, you know.
The eyes of our country, as well as the eyes of our neighbors,

are upon you. Adieu.

Believe me, &c.
Secretary of War.

While at Navy Hall, a deputation from the Seven Nations
of Canada arrived ; they amounted to two hundred and
eighty. They appear in their color, manners and dress sim-

ilar to those in this neighborhood. Indeed, all the tribes

which have fallen under my notice, from Nova Scotia on
the north, to the Creek nations on the south, are very similar

in their dress and manners. The same mode of attending

their children in lacing them on a board, &c. runs through
the whole. I think it is very probable, that when the Levit-

ieal laws were promulgated, the dress of the priests, and
perhaps all the tribes, was similar to the dress of the Indians.

In those laws it is provided that they shall not ascend the

altar by steps, lest their nakedness should be disclosed. Elijah's

mantle was probably a kind of blanket. The word mantle^
among some of the tribes, at this day denotes a blanket. I

think that the garment with which Noah was covered by hi&

two sons was probably of this kind.

July 14. We left Fort Erie early in the morning. As we
sailed on our course, an extensive lake opened to our view,

and a pleasing appearance of the lands on shore. The eye
was carried on from those which were level, to those which
gradually swelled, thence on to hills of easy ascent, which
terminated our sight. This lake is about three hundred miles

in length, and sixty broad ; the depth of the waters is from
seven to seventeen fathoms deep, and generally a clayey bot-

tom. The waters in this lake are locked up by a body o\

rocks extending across the mouth of it; and from the appear-

ance of the rocks on the shores there seems to be a petrifying
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quality in tliese waters. If so, the wasting hand of time

will licrehj l)e in some measure, if not fully, counteracted,

and the barrier remain unim|jair(>d ; u liich would not be the

case without such a quality in the waters. This lake is con-

nected by navigable waters for large vessels with the lakes of

St. Clair, Huron, and Michigan. Besides, tiie waters from

the Lake Superior and the lakes above empty into these, and

between them there are communications bv boats. From all

these lakes the waters pass the gr(^at falls of iSiagara into the

Lake Ontario, thence down the St. Lawrence. In Lake
Ontario there is a plenty of salmon ; but in the lakes above

the Falls there are no fish whose nature directs their annual

return to the sea; for in this attempt they would be lost at

the Falls, should they be carried up by art. In all the up|)er

lakes tluMC are various kinds offish, which are taken in great

numbers, at certain seasons of the year ; and at all times they

are to be had, but not in such plenty. On the borders of these

waters, so far as I could see, and from all I heard, there are

vast tracts of excellent lands, which are capable, under proper

cultivation, of yielding not only tlu; necessaries, but many of

the luxuries, of life. Tliese waters are a very im|)ortant de-

posit, as they facilitate the j)assing frcnn one part to the other;

they give an opportunity to the inhabitants to correspond one

with the other, and to exchange articles, the natural pro-

duction of one jiart, for those j)cculiar to another, by which

the happiness of the whole is j)romoted.

Uhen I take a view of this extensive country, and contem-

plate the clemency of its seasons, the richness of its soil, see

the saccharine, so grati-ful to our tastes, and necessary per-

hajis, from habit, to our happiness, flowing from the trees of

the forest ; and observe the fountains of salt water, and sjiots

of earth impregnated with saline |)ai tides, called salt-licks, to

which the beasts resort, from the former of which a full sup-

j)ly of salt can be drawn for all the inhabilants at a very

moderate price, while their situation is so far inland as to

make this article, imporiant to the well-being of man and

bcsist, too expensive to be obtained in anv other way ; w heu

I farther consider tin; many naiuial adv ania^es, if not p«MMiIiar

to, yet |)ossessed by this eoniHry, and that it is capable of

giving support to an hiuidred times as manv inhabitants as

now occup\ it, (lor there is at present litile more to be seen

on the greatest proportion of the lands than here and there
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the footstep of the savage,) I cannot persuade myself that it

will remain long in so iincultivaled a state ; especiallj, when
I consider that to people fullj this earth was in the original plan

of the benevolent Ueity. I am confident that sooner or later

there will be a full accomplishment of the original system ; and
that no men will be suffered to live by hunting on lands capa-

ble of improvement, and which would support more people

under a state of cultivation. So that if the savages cannot

be civilized and quit their present pursuits, they will, in con-

sequence of their stubbornness, dwindle and moulder away,
from causes perhaps imperceptible to us, until the whole race

shall become extinct, or they shall have reached those climes

about the great lakes, where, from the rocks and the moun-
tainous state, the footste|)s of the husbandman will not be

seen. Here they may find an asylum fitted to their use, in

the enjoyment of which none will envy them. I am strength-

ened in this belief, when I carefully examine the first laws

given to man by his kind and watchful Creator, and the con-

sequences which resulted from their being kept or rejected.

The first injunctions from Heaven to man were, " Be fruit-

ful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it."

Had it not been for the last injunction " subdue^'''' and man
had been left to no other course of life ibr obtaining his bread

than that of seeking it from the lap of nature, the world

would soon have been filled with inhabitants ; few, indeed,

compared with its present? numbers, would have filled it.

When Adam was placed in the garden of Eden, he was not

fixed there to be an idle spectator of the spontaneous produc-

tions of the earth, though surrounded with "every tree pleasant

to the sight," but he was directed " to dress the garden and

keep it." Feeling the power of these injunctions, he taught

them to his children, and assigned a different employment to

each. One was " a keeper of sheep," while the other was

,

" a tiller of the ground."

In the family of Abraham, in which all the nations of the

earth were to be blessed, and whose seed was to be multipli-

ed as the stars of heaven, and as the sands on the sea-shore,

the blessing descended on Isaac, the younger branch. This

being the case, the progress of the family of Ishmael, the el-

der branch, of consequence must have been limited ; it was
therefore left to the natural effects of their own choice. He
was declared to be a wild man, to be at war with all, and had
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his dwelling in the wilderness, where, as necessary to his

support, he became an archer. In a state similar, wild and

uncultivated, the family remains to this day, limited to the

deserts of Arabia.

We find in the account of Esau and Jacob, tiiat the former

was a cunning hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was
represented as a plain man, dwelling; in tents. From the dif-

ferent employments adopted by each, the younger was able

to supply the wants of his brother, to which he was exposed

from the nature of his pursuits, at a moment when he was
willing to barter all future j)rosi)ects for a temporary relief.

Under these circumstances Jacob contracted with him, and

gave the compensation stipulated for his l)irth riijht. Hereby

he obtained, by the free consent of his brother, a right to that

blessing which seems to have been obtained from Isaac by

fraud. However hard the terms which Jacob imposed on

Esau, and how little we know of the whole transaction at this

day, yet he secured by contract a right which God designed

he should afterwards enjoy ; for in the branch of his family

the blessings promised to Abraham were to descend. The
pursuits of the other, though a cunning hunter, were such as

forbade his entailing on his posterity that haj)piness which

seems to be reserved to men of different ideas.

If the general complexion of these recitals shall apj)ear to

be such as will strengthen the oj)inion that a cultivation of

the earth was in the original constitution established as the

duty of man, I shall have answered my design in adducing

them.

I think it was also in the oria;inal constitution, that this

-earth should be fully peopled. The benevolent Creator of the

AV'orld early countcractiHl a dilftMent idea, which was taking

place among men. When a j)lan was formed by the inhabi-

tants of this globe of their becominn; one great people, an

attempt was made to arrest their minds, and to contract their

views to the same objects. This they supposed would effec-

tually secure them from scattering abroad through the whole

earth. But the Ciod of nature, who will causes his plans to

be fully A'xccuted, at a moment when they were Hushed with

the hope of success, put an end to a design, arrogant and vain,

in a nianiKT miraculous, kind, and important ; so that at once

a |)('riod was put to their follies, and the tribes placerl in a

ailuatiou which perfectly forbade a continuation of their mad
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and unwarrantable project. No longer speaking one common
language, they separated themselves, and became different

nations, each pursuing its own views.

I am strengthened in these ideas by a late writer, who is

of opinion that to cultivate the earth is a duty imposed on
man by the laws of his nature ; that the whole earth is

assigned for the nourishment of its inhabitants ; that every

nation is obliged by the laws of nature to cultivate the ground

which has fallen to its share ; that there are some who to avoid

agriculture would live by hunting; that although this might

have been allowed in the first ages of the world, when the

earth without cultivation produced more than was sufficient

to feed its few inhabitants, yet at present, when the human
race is so greatly multiplied, it could not subsist if all nations

resolved to live in the same manner ; that those who still

retain this idle life, usurp more extensive territories than they

would have occasion for were they to use honest labor, and
have therefore no reason to complain, if other nations, more
laborious and too closely confined, come to possess a part

;

that the establishment of many colonies in North America
may, on their confining themselves within just bounds, be

extremely lawful ; that the people of these vast countries

rather overran than inhabited them.

All I mean to suggest is an opinion that the present inhab-

itants of this country will become tillers of the ground, and

sacrifice their present pursuits to that important and natural

object ; or they will become extinct, or retire, as before men-
tioned, and thereby make way for those who will subdue the

earth and dress it.

July 21. We arrived at the west end of Lake Erie, where
we landed, and the vessel pursued her course up the river to

Detroit. The Commissioners could not obtain permission to

visit it, although we were within eighteen miles of the garri-

son. Upon our landing we were conducted to the house of

Captain Eliot, who received us with hospitality, and gave us

the use of his house, garden, &c. The morning after our ar-

rival, we had a full supply of boiled green corn, which was
well grown. Eliot has the best farm I have seen in the

country by far. He has in possession the grounds on which

the Indians formerly lived, and where the French first sat

down to open a trade with the natives. The savages after-

wards cut off the the settlement, and the French then began

18
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at Detroit, wliere they always maintained their pjround, and

Avhich I licar is now a handsome settlement, within the limits

of tiie United States. As tiie people have not settled far

from the river, a full view is had of their improvements as

yon sail U[), and the whole may be seen as you pass.

July 29. Captain Eliot arrived w ith a deputation of up-

wards of twenty Indians from the nations assembled at the

foot of the Rapids of the Miami. He delivered us a letter

from Col. IMcKee, acknowledging the receipt of one, &:c.

which we had sent him.

July 30. in council at Captain Eliot's, at the mouth of

Detroit river. Present,

The Commissioners and other citizens of the United States,

the deputation of Indians, and the British officers and inhab-

itants.

The deputation addressed the Commissioners as follows,

viz. a Wyandot chief (whose name signifies " Carry-one-

about,") being their speaker.

Brothers, listen.

AVe are glad to see you here in peace, and thank the Great

Spirit that lias preservi;d us to meet again.

Brothers, we were sent to speak to you some time ajjo at

Niagara. Some chiefs are now here who were then present.

Brothers, we did not explain ourselves to each other, and
we did not rightly understand each other.

Brothers, we desire that we may rigiitly understand each

other. We have thought it best that what we had to say

should be put into writing, and here is the meaning of our

hearts, (presenting the paper to the Commissioners.)

The above speech was interpreted by Simon Clirtie, a

British interpreter.

The Commissioners received the jiaper, and told the depu-

tation that they would consider the subject of it and return

an answer in writing, and give them notice when they were
ready to deliver it. Tlu; contents of the paper were as fol-

lows, viz.

To the Commissioners of the United States.

Brothers,

The deputies wo sent you did not fully e.\j)lain our mean-
ing. We have therefore sent others to meet you once more,

that you may fully understand the great r)uestion we have to

ask you, and to which we expect an explicit answer ia

writing.
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Brothers, you are sent here by the United States in order

to make peace with us, the confederate Indians.

Brothers, you iinovv very well that the boundary line which
was run between the white people and us, at the treaty of

Fort Stanwix, was the river Ohio,

Brothers, if you seriously design to make a firm and lasting

peace, you will immediately remove all your people from our

side of that river.

Brothers, we therefore ask you. Are you fully authorized

by the United States to continue and firmly fix on the Ohio
river as the boundary line between your people and ours ?

Done in general council at the foot of the Miami Rapids,

27th July, 1793. In behalf of ourselves and the whole con-

federacy, and agreed to in full council.

Signed,

Wyandots, A Bear.

Delawares, A Turtle.

Shawanese, A Snake.

Miamis, A Turtle.

Mingoes, A Snipe.

Potawatamies, A Fish.

Ottawas, An Otter.

Connoys, A Turkey.
Chippeways, A Crane.

Munsees,

July 31. At the close of the afternoon, the Commission-

ers delivered the following answer to the deputation, viz.

Brothers,

You yesterday addressed us, mentioning a former deputa-

tion who met us at Niagara. At that meeting you said that

we did not come to a right understanding ; that your depu-

ties did not fully explain your meaning to us, nor we ours to

them ; that you desired that we might rightly understand

each other, and therefore thought it best that what you had

to say should be put into writing ; then handed us a paper.

You said. Here is the meaning of our hearts.

Brothers, that paper is directed to the United States, and

speaks to them these words, viz. (Here is repeated their

written address, as mentioned on the preceding page.)

Brothers, the deputies here present,

We have now repeated the words contained in the paper
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which you delivftred us ; and these words have bcpn inter-

preted to you. We j)resume the interpretation agrees with

your ideas of the contents of the paper. It is expressed to

he given by the Wyandots, &:c. (here we repeated the whole)

in hehalloi" themselves and the whole confederacy, and agreed

to in full council.

Brothers, we are a little sur|)rised at the suggestion that in

the conference at Niagara we did not come to a right under-

standing, and that your deputies did not fully explain your

meaning. These deputies appeared to be men of good un-

derstanding, and when wc saw them, they were perfectly

sober. In short, we nevjM" saw men in ])ublic council more
attentive, or behave with more |)ropriety. We could not

therefore suppose they could mistake your meaning or ours.

Certainly, we were sufficiently ex|)licit, for in plain terms we
declared, that " in order to establish a just and jiermanent

peace, some concessions would be necessary on your part as

well as ours."

These words, brothers, are a part of our speech to your

deputies, and that speech they assured us they fully under-

stood. What those concessions should be on both sides, and

where the boundary line should be fixed, were j)roper subjects

of discussion at the treaty, where we should speak face to

face. This we are certain would be the best way to reniove

all difficulties. But your nations have adopted another mode,

which, by speaking at a distance, prevents our knowing each

other, and keeps alive those jealousies w hich are the great

obstacles to peace. We are desirous of meeting your nations

in full council, without more delay. We have already waited

in this j)r()vincc sixty days beyond the time appointed for

opening the treaty,

iirothers.

We have now expressed our opinion of a proper mode of

settling the difTerenccs between you and the United States.

But as your nations have desired ansuers to certain (piestions

previous to our meeting, and we are disposed lo act with

frankness and sincerity, we will give you an explicit answer
to the great question you have now proposed to us. But
before we do this, we think it best to look back to some for-

mer transactions, and we desire you patiently to hear us.

Brothers,

We do know very well that at the treaty of Fort Stanwix,
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twenty-five years ago, the river Ohio was agreed on as the

boundary line between you and the white people of the Brit-

ish colonies ; and we all know that about seven years after

that boundary was fixed, a quarrel broke out between your
Father, the king of Great Britain, and the people of these col-

onies, which are now the United States. This quarrel was
ended by the treaty of peace made with the king about ten

years ago, by which the great lakes and the waters which
unite them were by him declared to be the boundaries of the

United States.

Brothers,

Peace having been made between^the king of Great Britain

and the United States, it remained to make peace between
them and the Indian nations who had taken part with the king.

For this purpose Commissioners were appointed, who sent

messages to all the Indian nations, inviting them to come and
make peace. The first treaty was held about nine years ago

with the Six Nations at Fort Stanwix, which has stood firm

and unviolated to this day. The next treaty VA'as made about

ninety days after, at Fort Mcintosh, with the Half-King of

the VVyandots, Captain Pipe, and other chiefs, in behalf of

the Wyandots, Delawares, Ottawas and Chippeway nations.

Afterwards treaties were made with divers Indian nations

south of the Ohio river; and the next treaty was made with

Kakaipilashy here present, and other Shawanese chiefs, in

behalf of the Shawanese nation, at the mouth of the Great

Miami, which runs into the Ohio.

Brothers,

The Commissioners who conducted these treaties in behalf

of the United States, sent the papers containing them to the

great council of the States, who, supposing them satisfactory

to the nations treated with, proceeded to dispose of large

tracts of the lands thereby ceded ; and a great number of

people removed from other parts of the United States and

settled upon them. Also, many families of your ancient

fathers, the French, came over the great waters, and settled

on parts of the same lands.

Brothers,

After some time it appeared that a number of people in

your nations were dissatisfied with the treaty of Fort Mcin-
tosh and Miami. Therefore the great council of the United

States appointed Governor St. Clair their Commissioner, with
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full powers, for the purposes of removing all causes of con-

troversy, regulating trade, and settling boundaries between

the Indian nations in the northern department of the United

States. He accordingly sent messages inviting all the na-

tions concerned to meet him at a council-lire which he kindled

at the falls of Muskingum. While he was waiting for them,

some mischief happened at that place, and the fiie was put

out; so he kindled a council-fire at Fort Harmar, where near

six hundred Indians of different tribes attended. The Six

Nations then renewed and confirmed the treaty of Fort Stan-

vvix, and the Wyandots and Delawares renewed and confirmed

the treaty of Fort Mcintosh. Some Otlawas, Chi])peways,

Potawatamies and Sacs were also parties to this treaty of

Fort Harmar.

Brothers,

All these treaties we have here with us. We have also

the speeches of many chiefs who attended them, and who
voluntarily declared their satisfaction with the terms of those

treaties.

Brothers,

After making all these treaties, and after having the chiefs

freely express their satisfaction with them, the United States

expected to enjoy peace, and quietly to hold the lands ceded

by them. Accordingly large tracts have been sold, and set-

tled, as before mentioned.

And now, brothers, we answer explicitly that, for the

reasons here stated to you, it is impossil)le to make the river

Ohio the boundary between your people and the people of the

United States.

Brothers,

You arc men of understanding, and if you consider the

custom of white peojjle, the great expense which attends their
'

settlements in a new country, the nature of their improve-

ments in building houses and barns and clearing and fencing

their land, how valuable the lands are thus rendered, and
thence how dear they are to them, yon w ill see that it is now
impracticable to remove our people from the north side of the

Ohio. Your brothers, the Knglish, know the nature of white

peoj)lc, and they know that under the circumstances which
we have mentioned, the United States cannot make the Ohio
the boundary between you and us.
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Brothers,

You seem to consider all the lands in dispute on your side

of the Ohio as claimed by the United States. But suffer us

to remind you that a large tract was sold by the Wyandots
and Delaware nations to the state of Pennsylvania. This

tract lies east of a line drawn from the mouth of Beaver

Creek, at the Ohio, due north to Lake Erie. This line is

the western bounds of Pennsylvania, as claimed under the

charter given by the king of England to your ancient friend,

William Penn. Of this sale made by the Wyandots and

Delaware nations to the state of Pennsylvania we have never

heard any complaint.

Brothers,

We are on this occasion obliged to make a long speech.

We again desire you to hear us patiently. The business is of

the highest importance ; and a great many words are neces-

sary fully to explain it ; for we desire you may perfectly un-

derstand us ; and there is no danger of your forgetting what

we say, because we will give you our speech in writing.

Brothers,

We have explicitly declared to you that we cannot now
make the Ohio the boundary line between us. This agrees

with our speech to your deputies at Niagara, " that in order

to establish a just and permanent peace, some concessions

would be necessary on your part as well as ours."

Brothers,

The concessions which we think necessary on your part

are, that you yield up and finally relinquish to the United

States some of the lands on your side of the Ohio. The
Unit'Cjd States wish to have confirmed all the lands ceded to

them by the treaty of Fort Harmar ; and also a small tract

of land at the rapids of the Ohio, claimed by General Clark

for the use of himself and his warriors. And in consideration

thereof, the United States would give such a large sum in mon-

ey or goods as was never given at one time for any quantity of

Indian lands since the white people first set their foot on this

island. And because those lands did every year furnish you

with skins and furs, with which you bought clothing and

other necessaries, the United States will furnish the like con-

stant supplies ; and therefore, besides the great sum to be

delirered at once, they will every year deliver you a large

quantity of such goods as are best suited to the wants of

yourselves, your women and children.
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Brothers,

If all the lands before mentioned cannot be yielded up (o

the United States, we shall desire to treat and ajjree with

you on a new boundary line ; and for the quantity of land you

relinquish to us within that new boundary line, we shall stip-

ulate a generous compensation ; not only for a larije sum to

be paid at once, but for a yearly rent, for the benefit of your-

selves and your children ft)rever.

Brothers,

Here you see our concession, which we are willing to make
on the part of the United States. Now listen to another of

a claim which probably has more disturbed your minds than

any other whatever.

Brothers,

The Commissioners of the United States formerly set up

a claim to your whole country southward of the great lakes,

as the property of the United States, grounding their claim

on the treaty of peace with your Father, the king of Gr«'at

Britain, who declared, as we have before mentioned, the

n)iddle of those lakes and the waters which unite them to be

the boundaries of the United States.

Brothers,

^Ve are determined that our whole conduct shall be marked
with oj)enness and sincf;rity. We therefore frankly tell you

that we think that those Commissioners put an erroneous

construction on that part of our treaty with the king. As he

liad not purchased the country of you, of course he could not

give it away ; he only r(;lin(iuished to the United Stales his

claim to it. That claim was foundtNl on a riiiht acciuired by

treaty with other white nations, to exclude tlumi from j)ur-

chasing or settling in any |)art ol" your country ; and it is tin;

right which the king granted to the United States. Before

that grant, the kini: alone had a right to purchase of the In-

di.in nations any of their lands between the great lakes, the

Ohio, and tin* Mississippi, excepting tlit; part within tin;

charter boundaries of IN-nnsvlvania ; and the kiiii;, by the

treaty of peace, ha\in;i granted this right to the Uu.ited

States, they alone hav(^ now the right of purchasing. So
that now neither the king nor any of his people have any

rijiht to interf(;re in any r«'spect with aiiv part of those lands.

All your brothers, the English, know this to be tru«' ; and it

agrees with the declaration of Lord Dorchester at QukIjcc

two years ago.
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Brothers,

We now concede this great point. We, by the express au-

thority of the President of the United States, acknowledge
the property or right of soil of the great country above de-

scribed, to be in the Indian nations, so !ong as they desire to

occupy the same. We only claim particular tracts in it, as

before mentioned, and the general right granted by the king,

as above stated, and which is well known to the English and
Americans, and called the right of pre-emption, or the right

of purchasing of the Indian nations disposed to sell their

lands, to the exclusion of all other white people whatever.

Brothers,

We have now opened our hearts to you. We are happy in

having an opportunity of doing it, though we should have been
more happy to have done it in full council of your nation.

We expect soon to have this satisfaction, and that your next

deputation will take us by the hand and lead us to the treaty.

When we meet and converse with each other freely, we may
more easily remove any difficulties which may come in

the way.
Benjamin Lincoln, ^ Commissioners

Beverley Randolph, > of the

Timothy Pickering, ) United States.

At Captain Eliot^s, at the mouth of Detroit River, July

3lst, 1793.

This speech was read by paragraphs, and interpreted by
Mr. Jones into the Seneca tongue, and then delivered to the

oldest chief with a white belt and with thirteen stripes of

black wampum.
The deputation said that it was too late to make any reply,

but they would speak to us in the morning.

August \st, 1793. Present as yesterday.

The Wyandot chief arose and spoke, which was interpreted

by Simon Girtie.

Brothers, we are all brothers you see here now. Brothers,

it is now three years since you have desired to speak with us.

We heard you j'esterday and understand you well, perfectly

well. We have a iew words to say to you.

Brothers, you mentioned the treaties of Fort Stanwix,

Beaver Creek, and other places. Those treaties, were not

19
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complete. There were but few chiefs who treated with you.

You have not bought our lands ; they belong to us. You
tried to draw off some of us.

Brothers, many years ago we all know that the Ohio was

made the boundary ; it \\as settled by Sir William Johnson.

This side is ours ; we look upon it as our property.

Brothers, you mention General Washington. He and you

know you have houses and people on our lands. You say

you cannot move them off; and we cannot give up our lands.

Brothers, we are sorrv that we cannot come to an agree-

ment. The line has been fixed Ion;: a"o.

Brothers, we do not say much. There has been much
mischief on both sides. We came here uj)on peace, and

thought vou did the same. We shall talk to our head war-

riors
;
you may return whence you came, and tell Washington.

The council here breaking up, Captain Eliot went to the

Shavvanese chief, Kakaipalathy, and told him thai the last

part of the speech was wrong. That chief came back and

said it was wrong. Girtie said he had interpreted truly what
the Wyandot chief spoke. An explanation took place, and

Girtie added as follows, viz.

Brothers,

Instead of going home, we wish you to remain here for an

answer frotn us. We have your speech in our breasts, and

shall consult our head warriors.

The Conmiissioners then said that they would wait to hear

again from tlu'ir council at the Rapids ; but desired that this

answer might be without delay.

Aug. 2. I walked, towards evening, on the bank of the

river; was discovered by a man of observation, who met me
and carried me to his house. From him I learned that a little

distance therefrom, in a new field, he had discovered a large

circular fortification, which must have been erected vcrv many
years since ; for, besides very large timber trees standing

therein, there were many, which having come to maturity,

had fallen down, and appe:ir to have nMuained in that situa-

tion for a long time. I'he fortification einbra((>il about four^

acres. He also added that a foitification, of some kind oi

other, would be discovered in everv four miles s(|uare in all

this part of the country. In tilling the land, thev plough up

parts of earthen pots and sonu; stone a.xes. Hence it is

evident that the people who erected these works were not in
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possession of iron tools. Works similar are to be found

throughout this western world. What puts this business in a

more perplexing point of light is, that the lands in this neigh-

borhood, about three miles from the river, are swampy and

full of water; yet in these low lands fortifications are to be

found, as on the higher, with the ditches full of vvater. These
facts must serve to silence the conjectures of Mr. Webster,

when, speaking of those works on the Muskingum, he sup-

posed that they were thrown up by the Spaniards, in a route

they took through that country.

This country, at the time the works were thrown up, was
doubtless much fuller of inhabitants than at present. It is

now too thinly inhabited to effect any such works as are dis-

covered, though they should make use of all the knowledge

and advantages which they have derived from civilized na-

tions ; for such is their mode of living, that to obtain a very

indifferent support consumes most of their time, and espe-

cially that season of the year in which only works iri this cold

climate can be erected.

It is an observation which, I think, from all appearances is

well founded, that when America was first discovered by

the Europeans, there were many millions of natives in that

tract of country now claimed by Great Britain, Spain and the

United States, east of the Mississippi. At this day, by a sup-

posed exaggerated computation, there are but about 300,000,

the whole number of souls, viz. men, women and children, in

all the territory above mentioned, which contains one million of

square miles. This tract cast into acres, makes 364,000,000

acres, which divided by the number of the present inhabi-

tants leave 121,330 acres to each individual. Some of the

tribes have been reduced two thirds since the memory of

people now living, and from causes not yet investigated.

They yet rapidly waste, and nothing, in my opinion, will pre-

vent their becoming extinct, or retiring, as aforesaid, to such

lands as will not bear cultivation, unless they become civilized,

till the ground, and receive their support from the cultivated

earth. The savage manners never will check that progress

which is the natural effect of civilization.

It may, I know, with propriety, be asked me, why this

country will not support as many inhabitants as it manifestly

did some centuries past. A solution of this question appears

to me very easy. When this country was filled with inhabit-
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ants, prior to their connection with the mercantile part of the

world, none of the wild beasts of the forest were destroyed

for any other purpose than to give food to the hungry, and

clothinii to the naked. Now they are destroyed in the most

wanton manner, and it is probable that not one twentieth

part of the flesh is eaten of those beasts which are killed for

the sake of their skins. Of the truth of this we can all

judge, when we know that it is not uncommon for a single

huntsman to kill one hundred deer in a few months, while

out on one hunt. The temptation to this is that the present

inhabitants find a market for that peltry to which the former

inhabitants were perfect strangers. These skins are bartered

mostly for mere bawbles, and for some articles even worse.

The temptation to this kind of life is such, that it engages

the whole attention of the most active and hardy part of the

tribe, and so destroys the game, that at times they sufl'er

greatly from want ; this operates as a discouragement to the

sex. The suffering of the wives in bringing uj) their chil-

dren, leads them to practise every art to prevent their bear-

ing ; and authorizes, in their minds, the destruction of those

which are in any degree imperfect or deformed.

The mode of hunting now practised by the Indians oj)er-

ates much to their disadvantage. By the use of fire-arms

they have it in their power to destroy many more of the wild

beasts than they could before ; and generally speaking, the

more they kill, the worse it is for them. Besides, the report

of their guns terrifies the game, and k«'rps it in a shy and

wandering state, lre(iuenily driven iVom its necessary feeding-

grounds, by which means it is impovcMished and rendered less

valiiabh;.

The Indians must have suffered and now suffer greatly from

their having abandoned their former mode of covering, viz.

that of furs and skins, fi)r the linens and calicos of Europe,

while they retain tin; savage mode of life, by which they are

exposed to many hardships. They have not any covering

from the waist up, saving a linen or calico shirt, and occa-

sionally a blanket thrown over their shoulders. Besides, they

all have Indian stockings, made of woollen cloth ; the males

a breech cloth an<i the females a woollen petticoat, generally

blue, but sometimes black, and sometimes scarlet ; this comes

down to th(> kii(>e, and wra|)s light aroimd their waists and

liips. This doth not aj)pear to be a sufficient covering to



General Lincoln's Journal. 153

preserve them from the inclemency of the weather, with in-

different huts, in these high northern latitudes, and in the

various situations to which, from their mode of life and the

nature of their employments, they are too frequently exposed.

The consequence of which is that they get repeated colds,

which falling on the lungs bring on consumptive habits, which
now carry off a great proportion of them. This disorder, I

am informed, was not known among them until after they

became connected with the Europeans. Hence I conclude,

that their former dress, which consisted of furs and skins, was
more consonant to the savage life than the mode of dress now
adopted by them. Facts also establish this point beyond

controversy ; for the more northern Indians, still retaining

their original dress of furs, &c. are more robust and live

longer than those who inhabit this milder climate.

It is a mistaken idea embraced by some, that one cause of

the reduction of the native tribes in this country, is owing to

their being driven into narrow limits. Certainly they are

not ; it is thinly inhabited, compared with what it formerly

was, and one hundred and twenty thousand acres cannot be

considered a small allotment, which is supposed to be, at least,

the share of each individual, the present occupants of this

uncultivated world.

I know that it is an opinion commonly adopted that the In-

dians are destroyed by their intemperance. That they are

intemperate, none will deny ; but it is certain that they use a

very small proportion of ardent spirits compared with the

white inhabitants in general. They have not the means of

obtaining it; if they could procure it, they would make an

improper use of it, I have no doubt. I see nothing among
the different tribes which bespeaks a want of health, or that

they, in a peculiar manner, die before they have lived out half

their days. There appear as many old men among them as

among any people within my knowledge.

It is said, that by their connection with the Europeans they

have contracted a disorder which proves in its consequences

exceedingly injurious to them, and to which, they say, that

before such communication,- they were perfectly strangers.

It is supposed by some that they have an easy method of

cure. But I believe, from all I can learn, that what they

icall a cure is often but a palliative, and only corrects the viru-

lence of the disorder for a time, and that it finally so affects



164 General Lincoln''s Journal.

the whole system that it is conveyed Trom the mother to the

child, whose tender frame soon yields to its malignity ; and

the parents also, in a short time, fall a sacrifice to the obsti-

nacy of the disorder. To evince how little the Indians un-

derstand the nature of the disease or mode of cure, 1 need

but add that their last resort, in these cases, is the poicoiv.

This differs, as I am told, in nothing from the modern animal

magnetism but the awkward howlinirs and gestures of the

actor.

Although I am persuaded that from the foregoing observa-

tions we may account in part for the reduction of the natives,

yet it appears to me that its progress has been too rapid for

me to account for it fully, at present, Irom any natural causes

which have fallen under my observation. I therefore must
leave the subject as it is until 1 turn over one page more in

the book of nature. Perhaps thereon 1 shall find the matter

plainly engraven. If not, I can believe that others are to

possess this country, who will pursue a course of life different

irom the one followed by its present inhabitants, and that a

way will be opened, in proper time, for the introduction of

that system founded in wisdom and justice.

Thursday, Atis;. 8. Nothing particular of a public nature

passed from the 1st until this evening, when there arrived!

two of Capt. Hendrick's men, with letters requesting some!

necessaries may be sent to him, and informing of the proceed-

ings of the Indian councils at the Miami, and the dispositioi

of the Indian nations relative to peace and war after oul

speech of the 31st ult. had been interpreted to them. Bj

the information of the letters and messengers, it appeared

that all the nations were for peac(', except the ShawaneseJ

Wyandots, Miamis and Delawares ; that these had at lengtl

yielded to the opinion of the other nations; and that peaci

would probably be made. Captain Ilendrick also e.\j)ressed hil

opinion that W(; should receive an invitation from all the con-

federated nations to m('(;i them near the mouth of the Miami
this week.

Au<(. I). Twelve Mimsees and ("hippeu avs arrived. They
said that they came to this side* of tln^ river on purpose to see

the Commissioners of the United States. They confirmed

generally \Uc information of llcMidrick's men. I hey said

that they were on their way home, (e.vcept a Munsee who
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lives at Sandusky,) for they had worn out their clothes, and
were tired of the long continuance of the treaty ; and they

expected that, the greatest difficulties being got over, the

chiefs (some of all the nations remaining at the council,)

would now make peace. Two of the oldest of them said,

that when the warriors, who were going home, were about to

leave the council, they enjoined it on their chiefs to make
peace, that they might without fear or interruption return to

their hunting.

Captain Bunbury (one of the British officers who accom-
panied the Commissioners) says that one of the twelve In-

dians who arrived to-day is an Ottawa (or Tawa, as the name
is often spoken,) and that he said that the Shawanese and
others are strong for war, and will not abide by a peace intO'

which they shall be dragged by the other nations.

Sunday, Aug. 11. The king's vessel, called the Chippewa,,

arrived from Detroit, bound to Fort Erie. Twelve Senecas,.

including women and children, and most of them sick, from

the Indian council at the Rapids of the Miami, came in her.

These Senecas are well known to General Chapin ; and
Jones, the interpreter, one of them, an intelligent man, gave

us the like information about the proceedings of the council

upon our last speech, with that received from Hendrick's men.

and the Munsees and Chippeways ; only that the four nations-

who inclined to continue the war, remained obstinate when
he departed from the council ; that the Six Nation chiefs had

twice addressed them, urging them to agree to a peace ; were
going to speak to them a third time ; and if they were still,

obstinate, would exceed their usual custom, and speak a fourth

time ; and if without effect, that they would then leave them
and go home. He says the Farmer's brother told him and his.

company, that they might expect to be overtaken by messen-

gers to the Commissioners before they (the informant and his

company) reached Detroit ; but if none arrived before they

got down to the Commissioners' quarters, that then they

might conclude no peace would be made. This Seneca said

that excepting the four nations before mentioned, the Indians

were for peace. He particularly mentioned the Six Nations,,

and the Seven Nations of Canada, as strongly recommending
to the hostile Indians to make peace ; and that, for this pur-

pose, Captain Brandt and the Farmer's brother spoke a great

deal in council. He added that of the four excepted nations
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near one half were disposed for peace ; and that the Messa-

saugiies, Chippeways, and Ottawas are as strong for peace

as the .Seven Nations of Canada.

Monday^ Aug. 12. No deputation or ofticial information

from the Indian council having yex arrived, the Commission-

ers judged that it would be expedient to ))roceed without

more delay to the ^Jiami bay or river, that they might more

easily and expeditiously send to, and receive an answer from

them. They accordingly wrote the following letter to Cap-

tain Ford, commanding the vessel assigned by Governor

Simcoe for their accommodation.

Mouth of Detroit River, Aug. 12, 1793.

Sir,

We have been waiting here twelve days for a reply to our

last answer to the Indian nations assembled at the Kapids of

Miami. We can think of no sufficient reason for this delay,

and must therefore take measures to obtain that reply, or to

ascertain whether wc ought any longer to (>xjHHt it. For

this purpose, we judge it proper to |)roceed ourselves to the

Miami bay or river, that the necessary communication with

the Indians may be easy and (expeditious ; lor it is time that

the business of our mission be brought to an issue. We
therefore request you to be prepared to sail to-morrow morn-

ing, when we propose to embark.

We are Sir, yours, &c.

Bf.n.tamin Lincoln, ^ Cajtutiissioncrs

Bevehi.kv Randolph, > oj the

TiMOTHV Pickering, ) United States.

Captain Jos. Ford, commanding the Dunmore.

Captain Ford having read the letter, came and informed

the Commissioners that he was instructed to attend the

Commission«rs, but to rcct;ive his orders from Captain Bun-

bury ; and desired us to sj)eak to hnn. We sj)()ke to Capt.

Bunbury and told him that Governor Simcoe had assigned the

Dmmiore, ('aj)t. Ford, to the use of the Commissioners, and

that from what the Governor and his Secretary had r(>peated-

ly said, we had a riiiht to conclude she was under our direc-

tion, to go when and where wc thought jjroper, for the pur-

pose of the treaty, except to Detroit, lie said he had his
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orders from Governor Simcoe, and that by those orders he

could not consent that the Commissioners, or any deputation

from them, should go to the Miami bay or river, until Col.

McKee should give notice that the Indians were ready to

receive them. But, says he, if the Commissioners choose to

go to Sandusky, I will order the Dunmore to proceed thither.

He read some passages iu Governor Simcoe's letter to him.

The Commissioners asked if he would give an extract of the

letter containing his orders. He answered, that Mr. Storer

might take an extract. They retired together ; Capt. Bun-
bury read, and Mr. Storer wrote down from his mouth, the

following words as an extract from the Governor's letter.

Extract of a letter from Col. Simcoe to Captain Bunbury,

dated at Navy Hall, 28th June, 1793.
" The directing the king's vessel to carry them (the Com-

missioners) thither. She will anchor, therefore, as conve-

niently as possible to the northern shore of the river, on the

banks of which they propose to remain until they hear from

Col. McKee. The Indians do not wish they should visit the

opposite shore."

Detroit River, I2th August, 1793. The above extract was
this day verbally given me by Capt. Bunbury, who, though

desired, refuses to sign it.

Tuesday, August ASth. Being thus prevented from pro-

ceeding to the Miami bay, the Commissioners concluded to

send a message to the Indian nation at the Rapids, and a

letter to Col. McKee. The message and letter here follow.

" To the chief warriors of the Indian nations assembled at

the foot of the Rapids of the Miami river.

Brothers,

It is now fifteen days since we delivered our speech to

your deputies at this place ; in which we explicitly answered

the written question presented, by them from you, and gave

our reasons why we could not make the Ohio the boundary

between you and the United States. We also mentioned

some of the heads of the engagements we were willing to

make in behalf of the United States. The particulars, to-

gether with other stipulations for your benefit, we judged

proper to reserve to be explained to you in full council, when
we should meet face to face.

20
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Brothers, the next morning your deputies spoke to us, said

they would lay our speech before you, and desired us to wait

for your answer ; which we desired and expected might be

speedily given.

Brothers, we have waited fourteen days, and no answer has

yet arrived.

Brothers, it is time to bring the business to a conclusion.

The summer has almost passed away, and we do not yet

know even whether we are to have a treaty.

Brothers, you know that we came to treat with you of

peace. We again tell you that we earnestly desire to make
peace ; and in the terms of peace we aie disposed to do you
ample justice. But if no treaty is to be held, if peace is not

to be obtained, we desire immediately to know it, that we
may go home.

Signed by the Commissioners.

Copy of a letter to Col. McKee.

Mouth of Detroit River, 14iA August, 1793,

Sir,

To the speech delivered here to the deputation of the In-

dian nation assembled at the Rapids of the Miami, we ex-

pected an early answer. We have waited fourteen days, and

no answer has yet arrived. We have therefore despatched

runners with a speech to the chiefs and warriors, manifesting

our wishes to begin the treaty without more delay, and de-

siring to know immediately their decision on the subject. A
copy of our speech is enclosed.

We presume that it will be in your power to forward the

business. Your aid therein will be gratefully acknowledged.

The mode in which the negotiations have hitherto been con-

ducted is new, and as improper as luiw. All the questions

which have been stated might have been proposed to our

faces, and have received prompt answers. We must soon

close the negotiation, unless substantial reasons demand pro-

crastination. In that case we may think ourselves justilicxl

in giving further proof of our pationct\ We again rrcpicst

your assistance to expedite the business which is the object of

our mission.

And are, sir, yours, &c.

Bf.n.iamin Lincoln, 1 Commissioners
Beverlky Randolph, > of the

TiMOTHv Pif KERiNG, ) United States.
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These papers were forwarded by two runners, with seven
strings of black and white wampum, with instructions to in-

form Capt. Brandt, the Farmer's Brother, the Corn-planter,

the Fish-carrier, and Great Sky, that they had the speech,

and request that the chiefs might be assembled, that it might
be immediately delivered. They were then to deliver the

letter to Col. McKee. After this they were to find Capt.
Hendrick, and notify him that they had brought a speech,

&c., and let him, Brandt and Col. McKee know when thev

were to return. They were instructed also not to divulge

their business on the road.

Lord Dorchester's speech to (he chiefs and warriors deputed
by the confederated Indian nations of the Ottawas, Chip-
peways, Potawatamies, Hurons, Shawanese, Delawares,
Tusturs and the Six Nations.

Brothers, when I heard your speech yesterday in behalf of

your nations, I told you that your words were of great mo-
ment, that I should weigh them, and give you an answer this

day.

Brothers, I am now ready.

Brothers, you mentioned two speeches yesterday, which
3'ou said had passed at a meeting with Mr. McKee at the foot

of the Miami Rapids, and which you supposed I had received.

Brothers, these speeches have not reached me. I there-

fore called together some of your chiefs last evening, and
found that 1 had had some information of their general pur-

port before by a letter from Mr. McKee, in which he men-
tions that a meeting had taken place, which was called at my
desire, for the purpose of informing you that I should bo

glad to be instrumental in restoring peace between you and

the United States, if it should be in my power, and that

therefore I wished to know the terms on which you were
disposed to make peace.

Brothers, although in general I know your minds on that

subject, I wish to be accurate, and therefore shall order your
meaning to be taken down at a convenient time, that there

may be no mistake in the representation of your wishes to

the king your Father, to whom I shall give an exact account

of your situation, on my arrival in England.

Brothers, you tell me that when you were assembled at the
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Miami Rapids, to treat of peace, the people of the States

came in arms into your country, intending to destroy you

;

that they heard you were strong and prepared, and then they

turned off on a sudden to the Wuhash, ransacked your un-

protected vilhiges, massacred your old men, and carried off

your women and children.

Brothers, this was unfortunate, and I was very sorry to

hear it ; but I cannot tell whether these people knew that

you were then assembled to deliberate on the means of peace.

Brothers, you have told me, these were people who say

that the king your Father, when he made peace with the

United States, gave away your lands. Brothers, I cannot

think the government of the United States would hold that

language. It must come from ill-informed individuals.

Brothers, you well know that no man can give what is not

his own. When the king made peace, and gave independence

to the United States, he made a treaty in which he marked

out a line between them and him. This implies no more

than that beyond this line he would not extend his inter-

ference.

Brothers, the posts would have been given up long since,

according to the treaty, had the terms of it been complied

with on the part of the States ; but they were not. The
king therefore remains in possession of the posts, and v\ ill

continue to hold them, until all differences between him and

the States shall be settled. But, brothers, this line which the

king then marked out between him and the Stales, even sup-

posing the treaty had taken effect, could never have preju-

diccM^l your rights.

Brothers, tlie kin'i's rights respecting your territory were

against the nations of F.iirope: these he resigned to the States.

But the king never had any rights against you but to such

parts of the country as had been fairly ceded by yourselves

with your own free consent, by |)ublic convention and sale.

How then can it be j^aid that we gave away your lands? So

careful was the king of your interest, so fully sensible of your

rights, that he would not suffer his own jieople to buy your

lands without being sure of your free consent, and of ample

justice being done you. He therefore ordered his superin-

tendent, (Jeneral Sir \Vm. Johnson, the father of your friend,

to be present at all trcMiics between you and his colonial gov-

ernment, to see that you were fairly dealt with. Bargains
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with private individuals were forbidden, and considered as

void.

Brothers, when the king, your Father, discovered that, not-

withstanding his care, there had been encroachments upon

your lands by some of his people, that you were made uneasy,

and that you had reason to complain, what did he do ? He
called the leading people of those colonies, between whom
and you the difference had arisen, together, to meet your na-

tions at Fort Stanwix, to settle the dispute, and to fix a final

boundary.

Now, brothers, say, is it possible that so good a Father could

ever mean to give away your lands, which he had no right to

do ? Certainly, he never did it, and never meant it.

Brothers, you remind me of your friendship and attach-

ment to the king, your Father.

Brothers, the king has not forgot your friendship. He
never forgets his friends.

Brothers, you desire the king's protection
;
you desire his

power and influence may be exerted to procure you peace,

and to secure your rights.

Brothers, you expect my assistance, and that you will be

relieved in your distresses.

Brothers, when the western people of the States had made
an inroad into your country, and burnt the Shawanese towns,

of which I was informed not long after my arrival in this

country, I made know^n your Father's sentiments with respect

to you, and pointed out the line of conduct to be observed by

me and all under my command towards you.

Brothers, I cannot better explain myself now than by the

words of the letter I wrote at that time to Sir John Johnson,

which is nearly five years ago. Letters of the same effect

were by him sent to the officers of this department, and by

me to the commandants of the king's posts in the upper

country. The letter was to the following purport. " If the
' Indians require assistance in their wars, you will take proper

means to make them understand that this country is a small

part of the king's dominions ; that with us in Canada no

I

power is lodged to begin a vvar ; nor ought we to have such a

I

power, which might involve half the globe, with all the seas,

( in blood and destruction ; that at present the king is at peace

i with the whole world, and desires to remain. Besides, ac-

li, cording to our manners, that peace cannot be broken without
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injury and wrong received, and redress refused. But though

we have no ])o\ver to begin a war, the Indians have our

friendship and good wishes ; and if we could l)e useful in

procuring them a solid peace with the thirteen States, our

best endeavors should be employed for that f];ood purpose."

Brothers, these sentiments have no doubt been often ex-

plained to you ; and if they had not, you must have perceived

them from our conduct. Now you know them from my own
mouth.

Brothers, you see that it is not in our power here to begin

a war. If we are attacked, then we must defend ourselves,

and may return hostilities.

Brothers, you see that though we have no power to begin

a war, you have our friendship and good wishes ; and if

we can be useful in procuring you a solid peace with the

United States, our best endeavors shall be employed for that

good purpose. You see that the king has not forgot you, that

he is solicitous of your comfort, and that he has ordered his

servants to take care of you, and to give you every mark of

his bounty and friendship consistent with the general laws of

the European nations.

In a few days I expect to sail for England. I am very

glad I have had an oj)p()rtunity of seeing you before, that I

may fully represent your wishes to the king, your Father.

Brothers, 1 leave the command of this country in the hands

of Major General Clarke, who will take the same care of you

that i hijve, done ; for that is the will of the king, our master.

His benevolence and friendship for you are always the same,

and whoever is the instrument of the king's power in this

country, will always fulfil his intentions.

Brothers, here is Prince Edward, son of our king, who is

just arrived with a chosen band of hi*} warriors, to j)rotect,

this country. I leave him second in command of all the king'sj

warriors in Canada, and ht^ will also take cart^ of you.

Brothers, it would give me great pleasiire, while I am inl

England, to liear that |)eace is established in your country!

upon a just and solid foundation, and that von live in comfortj

and seem it V wiih your families, sowing your fields, and fol-j

lowing your hunts to our mutual advantage.

Brothers, I recommend it to you not to lose sight of this

desirable object.

Brothers, could 1 be instrumental in ])ringing this good

work about, my pleasure would be still greater.
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Brothers, I wish health, wisdom and happiness to you and

all your nations, whom you will assure of the friendship of

the king, your Father, and of the affection of his servants,

and his people in general, as well as my own in particular.

Farewell, and may the Supreme Being protect you.

Delivered at Quebec, the 15th day of August, 1791.

(Signed) DORCHESTER.
By his Excellency's command,

(Signed) Henhy Metz.
(Copy)

Aug. 16. To the Commissioners of the United States.

Brothers, we have received your speech dated the 31st of

last month, and it has been interpreted to all the different

nations. We have been long in sending you an answer, be-

cause of the great importance of the subject. But we now
answer it fully, having given it all the consideration in our

power.

Brothers, you tell us that after you had made peace with

the king, our Father, about two years ago, " it remained to

make peace between the United States and the Indian na-

tions who had taken part with the king ; for this purpose

Commissioners were appointed, who sent messages to all those

nations, inviting them to come and make peace ;" and after

reciting the periods at which you say treaties were held at

Fort Stanwix, Fort Mcintosh, and Miami, all which treaties,

according to your own acknowledgment, were for the sole

purpose of making peace, you then say, " Brothers, the Com-
missioners who conducted these treaties in behalf of the

United States, sent the papers containing them to the general

council of the States, who, supposing them satisfactory to the

nations treated with, proceeded to dispose of the lands thereby

ceded."

Brothers, this is telling us plainly what we always under-

stood to be the case, and it agrees with the declarations of

those few who attended those treaties, viz. that they went to

meet your Commissioners to make peace, but, through fear,

were obliged to sign any paper that was laid before them
;

and it has since appeared, that deeds of cession were signed

by them, instead of treaties of peace.

Brothers, you say " After some time it appeared that a

number of people in your nations were dissatisfied with the
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treaties of Fort Mcintosh and Miami. Therefore the council

of the United Stales appointed Governor St. Chiir their Com-
missioner with full power, for the purpose of removing all

causes of controversy relating to trade, and settling bounda-

ries between the Indian nations in the northern department

of the United States, He accordinglv sent messages, invit-

ing all the nations concerned to meet him at a council-fire he

kindled at the falls of Muskingum. While he was waitmg

for them, some mischief happened at that place, and the fire

was put out ; so he kindled a fire at Fort Harmar, where near

six hundred Indians of different nations attended. The Six

Nations then renewed and confirmed the treaty of Fort

Stanwix ; and the Wyandots and Delawares renewed and

confirmed the treaty of Fort Mcintosh. Some Ottawas, Chip-

pevvays, Potavvatamies and Sacs were also parties to the treaty

of Fort Harmar." Now, brothers, these are your words, and

it is necessary for us to make a short reply to them.

Brothers, a general council of all the Indian confederacy

was held, as you well know, in the fall of the year 1788, at

this place ; and that general council was invited i)y your

Commissioner, General St. Clair, to meet him for the pur-

pose of holding a treaty with regard to the lands mentioned

by you to have been ceded by the treaties of Fort Stanwix

and Fort Mcintosh.

Brothers, we are in possession of the speeches and letters

which passed on that occasion between those deputed by the

confederate Indians and Governor St. Clair, the Commission-

er of the United States. These papers prove that your said

Coinmissioner, in the beginning of the year 1789, after having

been informed by the general council of the preceding fall,

that no bargain or sale of any part of these Indians lands

would be considered as valid or binding, unless agreed to by

a general council, nevertheless persisted in collecting a few

chiefs of two or three nations only, and with them held a

treaty for the cession of an immense coimtry, in which they

were no more interested than a branch of the general confed-

eracy, and who were in no manner authorized to make any

grant or cession whatever.

Brothers, how then was it possil)le for you to expect to

enjoy peace, and (juietly hold these lands, when your Com-
missioner was informed, long before he held the treaty of Fort

Harmar, that the consent of a general council was absolutely
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necessary to convey any part of these lands to the United
States ? The part of these lands which the United States

wish us to relinquish, and which you say are settled, have
been sold by the United States since that time.

Brothers, you say " the United States wish to have con-

firmed all the lands ceded to them by the treaty of Fort Har-
mar, and also a small tract at the Rapids of the Ohio, claimed

by General Clark for the use of himself and his warriors.

And in consideration thereof the United States would give

such a large sum in money or goods as was never given at any
one time for any quantity of Indian lands since the white

people first set their feet on this island. And because those

lands did every year furnish you vvith skins and furs, with

which you bought clothing and other necessaries, the United

States will now furnish the constant supplies. And there-

fore, besides the great sum to be delivered at once, they will

every year deliver you a large quantity of such goods as are

best fitted to the wants of yourselves, your women and

children."

Brothers, money to us is of no value, and to most of us

unknown ; and as no consideration whatever can induce us to

sell our lands, on which we get sustenance for our women and

children, we hope we may be allowed to point out a mode by

which your settlers may be easily removed, and peace thereby

obtained.

Brothers, we know that these settlers are poor, or they

would never have ventured to live in a country which has

been in continual trouble ever since they crossed the Ohio.

Divide therefore this large sum of money, which you have

offered to us, among these people
;
give to each also a pro-

portion of what you say you would give us annually, over

and above this very large sum of money ; and we are persuaded

they would most readily accept of it in lieu of the lands you
sold to them. If you add also the great sums you must ex-

pend in raising and paying armies with a view to force us to

yield you our country, you will certainly have more than suf-

ficient for the purposes of repaying these settlers for all their

labor and improvements.

Brothers, you have talked to us about concessions. It

appears strange that you should expect any from us, who have

only been defending our just rights against your invasions.

21
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We want peace. Restore to us our country, and we shall be

enemies no longer.

Brothers, }ou make one concession to us hy ofl'erins; to us

your money, and anotlier by havinji agreed to do us justice,

after having long and injuriously withheld it ; we mean in the

acknowledgment you have now made tliat the king of Eng-
land never did, nor ever had a right to give you our country

by the treaty of peace. And you want to make this act of

common justice a great part of your concession, and seem to

expect that because you have at last acknowledged our inde-

pendence, we should for such a favor surrender to you our

country.

Brothers, you have also talked a great deal about pre-emp-

tion, and your exclusive right to purchase the Indian lands,

as ceded to you by the king at the treaty of peace.

Brothers, we never made; any agreement with the king, nor

with any other nation, that we would give to either the ex-

clusive right to purchase our lands; and we declare to you

that we consider ouiselves free to make any bargain or cession

of lands whenever and to whomsoever we please. If the

white people, as you say, made a treaty that none of them

but the king should j)urchase of us, and he has given that

right to the United States, it is an affair which concerns

you and him, and not us. We have never parted with such

a power.

Brothers, at our general council held at the Glaise last fall,

we agreed to meet Commissioners from the United States for

the purpose of restoring peace, provided they consented to ac-

knowledge and confirni our boundary line to be the Ohio ; and

we determined not to meet you, until you gave us satisfaction

on that point. That is the reason we have never met.

We desire you to consider, brothers, that our only demand
is the peaceable possession of a small part of our once great

country. Look back and view the lands from whence we
have been driven to this spot. We can retreat no farther,

because the country behind hardly afl'ords food for its pr(>sent

inhabitants; and we have therefore resolved to leave our

bones in this small space, to ^\hi(•h we are now consignr'd.

Brothers, we shall be j)ersuaded that you mean to do us

jiistice, if vou agre«; that the Ohio shall remain the boundary

line between us. If you will not consent thereto, our meet-

ing will be altogether unnecessary. This is the great point.
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which we hoped would have been explained before you left

your homes ; as our messaoe last fall was principally directed

to obtain that information.

Done in general council at the foot of the Miami Rapids,

the 13th day of August, 1793.

Marks.

Wyandots, A Bear.

Seven Nations of Canada, A Turtle.

Delawares, A Turtle.

Shawanese,

Miamis, A Turtle.

Ottawas, A Fish.

Chippeways, A Crane.

Senecas of the Glaise, A Turtle.

Potawatamies, A Fish.

Connoys, A Turkey.
Munsees,

Nantikokes, A Turtle.

Mohegans, \ * rr^ i
'^

^ A lurtle.

Messasaguas,

Creeks,

Cherokees,

To the Chiefs and Warriors of the Indian Nations assembled

at the foot of the Miami Rapids.

Brothers, we have just received your answer, dated the

13th instant, to our speech of the 31st of last month, which
we delivered to your deputies at this place. You say that it

was interpreted to all your nations, and we presume it was
fully understood. We therein explicitly declared to you that

it was now impossible to make the river Ohio the boundary

between your lands and the lands of the United States.

Your answer amounts to a declaration that you will agree to

no other boundary than the Ohio. The negotiation is there-

fore at an end. We sincerely regret that peace is not the

result. But knowing the upright and liberal views of the

United States, which, as far as you gave us opportunity, we
have explained to you, we trust that impartial judges will not

attribute the continuance of the war to them.
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Done at Captain Eliot's, at the mouth of Detroit River,

the 16th day of August, 1793.

Benjamin Lincoln,
J
Commissioners

Beverley Randolph, > of the

TiMOTHV Pickering, ) United States.

As the Commissioners supposed that the Six Nations were
strangers to the last speech IVom the council at the Rapids of

Miami, they thought it their duty to write to the chiefs of

those nations in the following terms, viz.

To the Chiefs of the Six Nations.

Brothers,

Two runners were sent by us this week, with a message

dated the 1 ith of this month, to the Indian nations assembled

at the Rapids of Miami. Our instructions to the runners

were, to inform you that they had such a message from us
;

and to refjutst you to asseml)le the chiefs of the other nations,

and then deliver it to you all together. From the report of

the runners, we are a|)prehensive that they mistook our or-

ders, and that our message has not been communicated to

you. (See page 157.) We therefore now send a copy of

it. We at the same time sent a letter to Col. McKee, of

which also we inclose a copy. (See page 158.)

Brothers,

Our runners returned hither this evening. But a few

hours before their arrival, two Wyandot runners arrived with

a written answer to our speech of the 31st of last month, (see

page \lo) insisting on the Ohio as the boundary between the

Indian lands and those of the United States. As we have

already explicitly declared that \\c could not make the Ohio

the boundary, the business of course was at an end. How-
ever, we delivered a short speech in writing to the same run-

ners, who set ofTthis evening to return to the council at the

Rapids. We inclose a copy of it. (See the last page.)

Brothers,

Being desirious that you should be fully informed of these

transactions, \\c have sent you copies thereof, which you may

not otherwise obtain.

Brothers,

We came hither with the most sincere desire to make a
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peace that would be beneficial to the Indians as well as to

the United States. And had such a peace been accomplish-

ed, we felt a confidence that the justice and humanity of the

United States, according to their present views of Indian af-

fairs, would not only have continued, but extended their

beneficence to the Indian nations ; and so far as depended
on them, have rendered the peace as lasting as the hills. And
we should have been extremely happy in laying the founda-

tion of so much ^ood. We have now only to return home,
and report our proceedings to the President of the United
States. We shall sail with the first fair wind to Fort Erie.

Benjamin Lincoln, ^ Commissioners

Beverlev Randolph, > of the

Timothy Pickering, ) United States.

Mouth of Detroit River, August \6th, 1793.

Captain Wellbank, who arrived at the Miami Rapids with

the Creeks and Cherokees, went to Detroit. There he de-

manded of the commanding officer a passage to Fort Erie
;

which was accordingly granted him. His wishes were to see

Gov. Simcoe, with whom he had business, or for whom he

had letters. He returned to Detroit in the Chippewa, and
came down to the mouth of the river the eleventh instant.

On the 13th he called on the Commissioners and dined with

us. As he had lived among the Indians of the Creek nation,

and was conversant with the Cherokees, we made inquiries

into the causes of the hostilities, and what were their com-
plaints. This information was in substance as follows.

Of the Creeks.

That formerly the Creeks, in a grand council, repeatedly

declared they were willing to confirm their lands, ceded by
treaty to the United States, as far as the the north fork of

the Oconee ; but not to the south fork. He doth not take

upon himself to say what they would now do. (The difter-

€nce between a cession to one fork or the other, he says com-
prehends a tract of country about 300 miles in length, and
from 30 to 70 in width, according to the course of the river.)

That in June or July, 1791, McGillivray wrote to Gen.
Knox, informing him that the Creeks would not agree to re-

linquish their lands south of the north fork. Capt. Wellbank
then repeated the following as a passage in McGillivray's
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letter, viz. " At our last May meeting, the articles of the

treaty were explained to the nation at large ; and with re-

spect to ihe Apahicliee, or main south branch of the Oconee,

it turned out as 1 told you it would at New York; they will

not agree to that, but unanimously agree to the north fork
;

and iiope Congress will recjuire no more." And then he goes

on to describe (says Capt. Wellbank) the country between

the two forks ; mentioning the quantity of land, as well

as its extent. He says Thomas Gegg, in the Cherokee na-

tion, gave him a copy of the letter, in his own hand-w riting
;

and that at the head it is mentioned to be transcribed from a

South Carolina newspaper. He farther observed that the

letter had somehow or other been intercepted, and perhaj)s,

or he believed, had never reached Gen. Knox. Gegg, he

says, has now a commission for the peace from Governor

Blount. [N. B. Thomas Gegg is the name of one of the

witnesses to Governor Blount's treaty with the Cherokees.]

Our informant farther says it is the dispute about the lands

lying between the two forks of the Oconee, which induces

the Creeks to refuse to run the boundary line betw cen them

and the United States ; and that after the treaty of New
York, when McGillivray was at New Orleans, the S|)anish

Governor blamed the Creeks for giving up so much of their

country to the United States. McGillivray said that the

chiefs had done it ; that the Governor of New Orleans sent

among the Creeks a Captain Oliver, (a Frenchman in the

Spanish service,) who inipiircd of the chiefs why they had

given away so much of their country to the United Slates.

The chiefs laid the blame on McGiHivray, and he, to excuse

himself, said that when the treatv was made, he was in the

interior |)art of an enemy's count rv, and was conipelled to]

give up the lands; that the Governor of New Orleans tol

McGillivray that he could not serve two masters; that h(

must renounce the Spaniards or the United Slates; that]

McGillivray then renoiniced the latter, and was going to burn

his conunission of lirigadirr, received fron) the President
;j

but the Governor told him that would be iniproper, and thatj

if he meant to reliniinish it, he ()iii;lit to return it inclosed in

a letter.

Captain Wellbank says that he heard that a Bichard Pen-

dleton, a half-breed of the Cherokees, now livinc: or being

on Cumberland, was at New Orleans when McGillivray was
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there, and could relate what he said, or some part of it. He
had however mentioned the same things which he (Weil-
bank) now related. Wellbank describes McGiliivray as a

debauched and mercenary man, and extremely timid. He
died on the 17th ax 18th of February last. General Bowles
had not arrived in the Creek nation, to his knowledge. He
assured us that Bowles was really friendly to the United
States.

Of the Cherokees.

Capt. Wellbank left their council the 24th of May, 1793, to

come with some chiefs to the northward. This nation object

to the treaty with Governor Blount for the following reasons.

1st. That one line is stated to pass forty miles distant

from Nashville, when they agreed only for teri miles, and that

in the interpretation they were told that it was ten miles.

2d. That the Governor promised them t^vo thousand dol-

lars annually ; that they demanded three thousand; that the

Governor said that he had not authority to grant so much,
but would apply to Congress to allow them the third thousand
dollars ; when in fact the treaty stipulated the annual pay-
ment of one thousand dollars, contrary to the interpretation

to them.

3d. That they never agreed to the road, or to the naviga-

tion of the Tennessee for the people of the United States, as

mentioned in the 5th article.

4th. That they did not agree to submit to Congress the
regulation of their trade, as stipulated in the 6th article ; that

the interpreters were bribed by Governor Blount, in conse-
quence of which Carey had fled the country ; that Thompson,
who is an Indian, the other intrepreter, stands his ground,
but has in effect acknowledged the bribery, and has acknowl-
edged that his fee was eighty guineas. He informed some
of his acquaintance that he expected to bring in the value of
two negroes, for he had so much due for private services.

Captain Wellbank says that he charged Carey with bribe-

ry. In excuse he said that he told Thompson that he did

not interpret right. Thereon Thompson checked him, and
said " hold your tongue ; 'tis none of your business

; I am a
native of the land." Wellbank says that Carey spoke this

in prejsence of Sir John Nesbitt and another gentleman from
South Carolina. Captain Wellbank thinks the United States

have not yet received just information of the dispute with the
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Cherokees. All the persons, he says, are land-jobbers, and

interested to misrepresent. He also says tliat as soon as

Governor Blount was a|)pointed Governor of the territory,

General Pickens told the Ciierokees that a worse man for

them could not hive been appointed ; that he loved land, and

would have all their lands. He farther observes that Gover-

nor Blount has erectcul three stations (or three stations are

erected) in the Cherokee country, over the line settled by the

treaty. He particularly mentioned Major Craisj's station at

Nine-mile Creek, between twenty and thirty miles from

Knoxville.

August 14//i. Captain Wellbank beinji; with us, said that

his business in comin» was of a mercantile nature, relative to

supplying the Indians with goods ; that he wished for peace,

but desired that justice might be done to the Indians; that

the Creeks had been dissatisfied with the high price of goods

they received from the Spaniards, but they would soon ob-

tain relief, for the chiefs liad applied to the king of Great

Britain, praying that they may have their supplies from the

British ; that an Act of Parliament had been passed for the

purpose ; and a port, about seven miles westward of the

mouth of Apalachicola river, was to be the place of entry
;

that the house of Panton, Leslie &l Co. of Pensacola, at the

close of the war in the year 17t33, obtained permission from

the king of Spain to supply the Indians with goods for the

space of ten years.

Chcrokccs.

Captain Wellbank said that the Bloody Fellow and other

chiefs, who went to Philadelj)hia to represent the grievances

of the nation, reported on their return that the President (on

authority of the States) j)romis('d redress; that the nations

waited six months, and found none.

The Bloody Fc^llow then said, " Conjrress are liars, Gen-
eral Washington is a liar, and Governor Bloimt is a liar.'''

Captain Wellbank, while in conversation with us, said that

the Spaniards had erected a forlification on the east side of

the I\Iississip|)i, within the territory of the United Stales, on

what is called the Walnut Hills; that when the Indians fust

had notice that works were erecting, they set olT in order to

demolish them ; but they were met by a runner who gave
them a statement of facts ; thereon they returned.
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Aug. 17. Our business being over, we left the mouth of

Detroit river for Fort Erie, where we arrived the 21st.

Aug. 23. Col. Pickering and Mr. Randolph having com-
menced their journey for Philadelphia by the way of the Mo-
hawk river, Albany, and New York, 1 left Fort Erie and
went to Queenstown, where we remained at Mr. Spencer's

to the 28th. We then went down to Navy Hall, and there

waited for the return of Capt. Bunbury of the 5lh regiment,

who set off on the 24th to see the Governor and to receive

his commands for me, if any he had. But being informed

that he had not arrived at York, where the Governor was, on
the 28th, and the wind being fair, we left Niagara the 30th
of August, at four o'clock in the morning. We made that

day the g:reatest part of our passage to Kingston, formerly

called Frontenac, where we arrived on the 31st day, about

ten in the morning. In this town a garrison is kept up of

one company for the defence of the king's stores, where they

are lodged as a place of deposit. Part of old fort Frontenac

is now standing ; the best part is the magazine. It is said

that there are towards one hundred houses in the town.

Below this large vessels cannot well pass ; therefore the stores

and merchandize go up in boats to this place.

About one o'clock the same day we went on board of a re-

turning boat, conducted by four Frenchmen. The boat was,

as all boats for the transportation of goods, without decks.

We immediately set off for Montreal. About dark we entered

what is called the Thousand Islands, so called from the great

number of small islands in the river. We passed on all

night without any other covering than the heavens. Some
of the company threw themselves down on the baggage ; but

this mode I did not like ; I thought it best to sit up. In the

morning we found ourselves clear of the islands, in a clear

open river, little more perhaps than a mile wide. We
i
went on shore and took breakfast, and immediately after pur-

j sued our route, and continued our course the whole day, in

which we passed several rapids, the most material of which

f was the Long Sault. At five in the afternoon we reached

Cornwall, a town on the bank of the river, which contains a

. little church and thirty-odd dwelling-houses. We then passed

on by several islands, on which some of the Caghnawaga In-

dians resided ; if they can be said to reside any where. At
levening we entered Lake St. Francis. About ten o'clock
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the boatmen were alarmed by the appearance of a very heavy

squall rising ; they immediately took down their little sail.

The wind soon struck us, attended with a very heavy shower

and extreme darkness. \Ve found it necessary to attempt

landine: at the nearest shore. This we effected after some
time, as we could see the shore when there was a flash of

lightning, the magnitude and frequency of which gave us

great relief. We reached an uninhabited island exceedingly

wet ; we got on shore, and attempted making a fire, which

was not effected without great difficulty, and not until we had

been in the rain for about two hours. About midnight we
began to warm and dry ourselves as well as we could. We
remained on the island until about sun-rising the next morn-

ing. No part of our situation during the night was very

enviable.

Sept. 2. After passing on about two miles we crossed the

lines of Upper and Lower Canada. At nine o'clock we halted

at Mr. INIcIntire's for a few minutes ; we then proceeded to

the island of Montreal. A little before we reached this

island, we passed the rapids at the Cedars. They are the

most considerable of any, but they are all too highly painted.

There is nothing very alarming in passing any of the rapids

on this river, notwithstanding what has been said by many
people.

iSepl. 3. We put up at night at Grant's tavern, and in the

morning we went down to Montreal city, nine miles, 200
miles from Kingston and 350 from Niagara, around which

there is a pretty good wall, built by Louis XIV. of France,

and j)erhai)s six hundred houses, few of them elegant. A
regiment of men are stationed there. The government bor-

ders much on the military ; the citizens seem to be controlled

thereby. This we discovered in an order issued in our favor,

to the commanding officer of the militia on the south shore

opposite to Montreal, who was directed to supply us with as

many carriages as we needed to transport us and our baggage

across land to St. .John's. In consetjuence of this order he

called on his neighbors for caniages, who could not refuse a

supply, or set a price on their own labors. Hi^fore evening

we passed across the St. Lawrence, and remained at a house

near the ferry until the morning.

Sept. 4. On the arrival of the carriages we passed on to

St. John's, twenty-eight miles, w here we dined, lu our pas-
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sage we observed the land to be very flat, and canals to draw
off the water through the whole distance of the first twelve

miles. Here we met the river Chamblee ; on the banks of

xhh river we travelled the other sixteen miles, the road pretty

good. Soon after we arrived on the borders of this river we
passed Fort Chamblee, a handsome well-built fort. This river

is made up of the waters which issue out of Lake Cham-
plain, and are of a sufficient depth for rafting lumber, &c.

spring and fall ; the river is now shoal, and about three hun-

dred yards wide. We left St. John's in (he afternoon of the

same day, after clearing out, giving in our names, &;c. Went
on about four miles with a head wind and went on shore.

Sept. 5. The next morning we proceeded, and contended

all day with a head wind and current. Went on about eight

miles and again went on shore. The next morning we went
on, called at isle aux Noix, there reported ourselves again to a

British garrison. After we continued our course with a good
wind to Point au Fer. Here, though in the United States,

we had to call and report ourselves again to a British garrison,

thence to a British armed vessel which was anchored near the

fort. These embarrassments being over, we proceeded down
the lake to the American custom-house. After our report was
over here, we proceeded to Gilland's Creek, off which we an-

chored, as there was not water enough to enter the river.

Sept. 7. In the morning of the seventh, at day-light, we
made sail, and reached a little house eight miles from Skeens-

borough. We left this place early in the morning of the

8th and took breakfast at Skeensborough, where we spent the

day. Our passage across Lake Champlain was unpleasant,

as our captain was sick and left on the way ; the other hand,

a small boy, was attacked with the fever and ague, so that he

could not do any thing on board the vessel. However, we
made a safe voyage, though some painful circumstances at-

tended it.

Sept. 9. This morning we left Skeensborough in the public

stage for Albany. In our way we passed Fort Ann, on Wood
Creek, and Fort Edward, on the Hudson. Just at dark we
passed by Fort Miller ; soon after we crossed the Hudson,

and lodged at Saratoga. In the morning we proceeded,
' again crossed the Hudson at Siillwater. In our way down we
i visited the canal, above this place. When their whole plan

shall be executed, it will be an important work, and connect
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the waters of Lake Champlain with the Hudson ; but it will

be a work of great labor and expense. We passed in our way
the New City and the city of Iroy, three miles one from the

other ; they appear in a flourishing state.

[By accident there came to the hands of a member of our Society, a

few weeks since, a sketch of the scene at the conference with the In-

dians at Buffalo Creek, on Lake Erie, in 1793, mentioned on page 125

of the preceding Journal, drawn by a young British officer who was
present, and by him preserved until it was given to a friend at Gibraltar

in 1819. Being deemed worthy of accompanying the narrative in the

Journal, we have obtained a lithograpliic copy of it. An exhibition of

that occurrence so many years since, multiplied by an art then undiscov-

ered, is a suitable ap|)cndage to the relation of a tour in the land, where
all the objects wliich then solicited the traveller's attention, except On-
tario, Erie and Niagara, arc totally changed.

The following is a copy of the letter and description which accompa-
nied the drawing.

" Col. Pilkington presents his best respects to IMr. Henry, and in

making an oflcr of the sketch he spoke of the other day. Col. P. trusts

Mr. Henry will excuse the unfinished state of it, because an attempt

to do more after a lapse of between twenty and thirty years might de-

stroy the little character it now assumes.

Gibraltar, 12//i April, 1819.

" A Sketch taken at a Talk with the Indians of Buffalo Creek, on

Lake Erie. Present,

Mr. Randolph, Gen. Lincoln, Mr. Pickering, Gen. Chapin, and Qua-

kers, as peace-njakcrs, who were in the suite of the American Commis-

sioners. To the right of Mr Randolph, an interpreter, an officer of the

21th British regiment, the Indian orator, and another officer of the 24th

Grenadiers."

These Quakers arc montionod on page 12.T of the Journal, fiflh line,

"whore the Friends arc cncnmpcd." 'J'heir presence at the interview

is accounted for by the followin;; rxtrnct of a letter written by Washing-
ton to Jeffirson, March '."J, 179.1, " As it has been sugg< .stod to me that

the Society of Quakt-r.s are desiious of sending a deputation of their

bodv to be present at the aforesaid treaty, which, if done with pure mo-
tives, may l»e a means of facilitating the good work of a peace, you will

consider how far, if they are approved characters, they ought to be re-

cognized in the instructions to the Commissioners, and how proper it

may be for them to participate therein, or be made acquainted there-

with."—Pu6. Com.
J
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Autobiography of the Rev. John Barnard.

[The original MS. Autobiography of the Rev. John Barnard, of Mar-
blehead, has been for some years in the archives of the Massachusetts
Historical Society. From the date at the end, it appears to have been
drawn up in 1766, when the writer was in the 85th year of his age. It

was formerly in the possession of the Rev. Dr. Stiles, President of Yale
College

; and he undoubtedly is the person alluded to towards the close,

at whose "earnest desire" it was prepared. In a letter to Mr. Bar-
nard, dated Newport, Oct. 3, 1767, Dr. Stiles says, "On the first of
last month I received a packet from you, containing five volumes of your
works, two pamphlets, the MS. of your own Life, and your kind letter of
12th August. With great pleasure I have read your Life again and
again. It has proved a feast to me. So long a Life of a gentleman of
your figure and extensive connections must contain much ecclesiastical

history, abound in political anecdotes, and involve very interesting par-
ticipations in the public occurrences and transactions, concerning which
you have the honor to say, Quorum pars magna fui.''^ The Rev. Dr.
Chauncy, of Boston, in a letter to Dr. Stiles, dated May 6, 1768, in

which he gives a sketch of the eminent men of New England, says,
" Mr. John Barnard, of Marblehead, has been a long and near friend
and acquaintance of mine. He is now in his eighty-seventh year, and I
hear is seized this winter with blindness. I esteem him to have been one of
our greatest men. Had he turned his studies that way, he would per-
haps have been as great a mathematician as any in this country, I had
almost said in England itself. He is equalled by few in regard either of
invention, liveliness of imagination, or strength and clearness in reason-
ing." (I Hist. Coll. X. 157, 166.)
The MS. appears to have been used by the author of the Historical

Account of Marblehead, contained in 1 Hist. Coll. VIII. 54, in which
may be seen a sketch of Mr. B's life and character. It was also in

the hands of Dr. Eliot, while preparing his Biographical Dictionary,
who says of Mr. Barnard, that " he was a burning and shining light for

many years ; his praise was in all the churches ; and he seemed like a
high-priest among the clergy of the land." Mr. B. is numbered among
the benefactors of Harvard College. On the burning of the Library in

1764, he presented many books from his own library, and imported
others from England to the value of j£lO sterling ; and in his will be-
queathed £200 to the same institution. He died Jan. 24, 1770, in the

89th year of his age.

The first leaf of the MS. is somewhat mutilated, and it has been found

rather difficult to fill the chasms. Whenever words or parts of words
are inserted from conjecture, they are printed in italics.

—

Publishing
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I, John Barnard was born at Boston, 6th Nov. 1681
;

descended from reputable parents, viz. John and Esther Bar-

nard, remarkable for their piety and benevolence, who devoted

me to the service of God, in the work of the ministry, from

my very conception and birth ; and accordingly took special

care to instruct me themselves in the principles of the Chris-

tian religion, and kept me close at school to furnish my young
mind with the knowledge of letters. By that time 1 hnd a

little passed my sixth year, I had left my reading-school, in

the latter part of which my mistress made me a sort of usher,

appointing me to teach some children that were older than

myself, as well as smaller ones ; and in which time I had

read my Bible through thrice. My parents thought me to be

weakly, because of my thin habit and pale countenance, and

therefore sent me into the country, where I sptMit my seventh

summer, and by the change of air and diet and exercise I

grew more fleshy and hardy ; and that 1 might not lose my
reading, was put to a school-nnstress, and returned home in

the fall.

In the spring of my eighth year 1 was sent to the grammar-
school, under the tuition of the aged, venerable, and Justly

famous Mr. Ezekiel Cheever. But after a few weeks, an

odd accident drove me from the school. There was an older

lad entered the school the same week with me ; \\c strove

who should outdo; and he beat mo by the help of a brother

in the upper class, who stood behind master \\ ith the acci-

dence open for him to read out off; by which means he could

recite his * * three and four tiuns in a forenoon, and the

same in the afternoon ; but 1 who had no such help^ arid was
obliged to commit all to mcMiiory, could not kecj) pace with

him ; so that he would be always one lesson before me. My
ambition could not bear to be outdone, and in such a fraudu-

lent manner, and theri'fore 1 left the school. About this lime

arrived a dissenting; minister from Kn^land, who opened a

private school for reading, writing, and I^atin. Mv good father

put me under his tuition, with whom I s|)ent a year and a

half. The gcntlcnjan receiving but little encourosjrmrnt^

threw up his school, and xvtitrnrd mc to j)n/ fnthrr, and ai^ain

1 was sent to my aged Mr. Cheever, irho placed mc in the

/oi/'est class ; but fmding I soon read through my * * * ^
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in a few weeks he advanced me to the * * *
^ ai^c? the

next jear made me the head of it.

In the time of my absence from Mr. Cheever, it pleased

God to take to himself my dear mother, who ivas not only a

very virtuous, but a very intelligent woman. She was ex-

ceeding fond of my learning, and taught me to pray. My
good father also instructed me, and made a little closet for

me to retire to for my morning and evening devotion. But,

alas ! how childish and /i?//?ocrilical were all my pretensions

to piety, there being little or no serious thoughts of God and
veligion in me.

Just as I had completed my eighth year, my father saw
cause to take a second wife, a virtuous woman, an excellent

wife, and an extraordinary good mother-m-\RW, in whom God
graciously very much made up my loss ; who, though she

could not be supposed to have the love of me which she had of

her own children by my father, yet was she constant in her

dutiful regard to and care of me and a younger brother. I

remember to have heard persons of figure, who knew her,

say to me when I was grown up a younii; man, that they never

knew but two good mothers-in-law, and mine was one of

them. My honored father died in December, 1732, having

just completed his 78th year; my good mother-in-law out-

lived him twenty-six years, and died January the last day, in

1758, being in her 94th year.

Though my master advanced me, as above, yet I was a

very naughty boy, much given to play, insomuch that he at

length openly declared, " You Barnard, I know you can do
well enough if you will ; but you are so full of play that you
hinder your classmates from getting their lessons ; and there-

fore, if any of them cannot perform their duty, I shall rorrect

you for it." One unlucky day, one of my classmates did not

look into his book, and therefore could not say his lesson,

though I called upon him once and again to mind his book;
upon which our master beat me. I told master the reason

why he could not say his lesson was, his declaring he would
beat me if any of the class were wanting in their duty ; since

which this boy would not look into his book, though I called

upon him to mind his book, as the class could witness. The
boy was pleased with my being corrected, and persisted in his

neglect, for which I was still corrected, and that for several

days. I thought, in justice, I ought to correct the boy, and
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compel him to a better temper ; and therefore, after school

was done, 1 went up to him, and told him 1 had been beaten

several times for his neglect ; and since master would not

correct him I would, and 1 should do so as often as I was
corrected for him ; and then drubbed him heartily. The boy

never came to school any more, and so that unhappy affair

ended.

Though I was often beaten for my play, and my little

roguish tricks, yet I don't remember that 1 was ever beaten

for my book more than once or twice. One of these was
upon this occasion. Master put our class upon turning ^sop's
Fables into Latin verse. Some dull fellows made a shift to

perform this to acceptance ; but 1 was so much duller at this

exercise, that I could make nothing of it ; for which master

corrected me, and this he did two or three days going. I

had honestly tried my possibles to perform the task ; but

having no poetical fancy, nor then a capacity opened of ex-

pressing the same idea by a variation of phrases, though I

was perfectly acquainted with prosody, I found 1 could do
nothing; and therefore plainly told my master, that I had

diligently labored all 1 could to perform what he required,

and perceiving I had no genius for it, I thought it was in vain

to strive against nature any longer ; and he never more re-

quired it of me. Nor had I any thing of a poetical genius till

after I had been at College some time, when upon reading

some of Mr. Cowley's works, I was highly pleased, and a new
scene opened before me.

I remember once, in making a piece of Latin, my master

found fault with the syntax of one word, which was not so

used by me heedlessly, but designedly, and therefore I told

him there was a plain grammar rule for it. He angrily re-

plied, there was no such rule. I took the grammar and show-

ed the rule to him. Then he smilingly said, " Thou art a

brave boy ; I had forgot it." And no wonder ; for he was
then above eighty years old.

While 1 was a schoolboy, I experienced many signal de-

liverances from imminent danger, on the land, and in the

waters. I mention two signal deliverances; the one in the

year 1692, in my eleventh year, I fell from a scaflbid at the

eaves of the old North MtM'ting House, eighteen \cr{ high,

between tuo pieces of timber that lay on the ground, without

touching them. I lay upon the ground until somebody ran
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to my father's house, about two hundred feet off, and acquaint-
ed him with my fall ; who came and took me up, without
any apparent signs of life in me, and carried me home

;

where, by the blessing of God upon the means used, in some
hours I recovered breath and sensation, and had no bone
broken nor dislocated, though I complained of inward ails

;

but through the divine mercy soon got well.

The other is a more remarkable instance of the goodness of
God to me. In June, 1693, in my twelfth year. Sir Francis

Wheeler, with his fleet, which had in vain made an attempt
upon Martinico, came to Boston, and brought with him a vio-

lent and malignant distemper, called the scarlet fever, by
which he lost many hundreds of his men. The distemper

soon spread in Boston, of which many persons died, and that

within two or three days of their being taken ill. It pleased

God I was seized with it, and through the rampancy of the

fever, and a violent pain at my heart, which rendered every

breath I drew to be as though a sword had pierced me, I was
so bad that life was despaired of. On the third night, (I

think,) it seemed to me that a certain woman, wife of a doc-

tor, who used to supply my father's family with plasters upon
occasion, came and brought me some small dark-colored pills,

and directed me to put one in my mouth, and hold it there

till it grew mellow, then sqeeze it flat betwixt my thumb and
finger and apply it to my right nipple ; it would soak in, and
before I had used them all so, I should be well. I followed

the prescription, and when I had used the third pill, my pain

and fever left me, and I was well. My tender father, very

early the next morning, came into my bedchamber to inquire

how it was with me. I told him I was quite well, and in-

tended to get up presently, and said the pills Mrs. (naming
her) had given me last night had perfectly cured me. He
said to me, " Child, I believe she was not here ; I heard

nothing of it." To confirm him I said, " Sir, I have the re-

maining four pills now in my hand," and put my hand out of

bed to show them, but they dropped out of my hand into the

bed. I then raised myself up to look for them, but could not

find them. He said to me, " I am afraid, child, you are out of

your senses." I said to him, " Sir, I am perfectly awake,
and in my senses, and find myself truly well." He left the

room with the supposition that I was delirious, and I saw by
his countenance that he was ready to give me over for lost.

23
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He then inquired of all the house whether that woman had

been at the house the day or evening before. They all let

him know that they had not seen her here. He betook him-
self to his closet, and in about an hour came to me anain

;

continued firm in the siory I had told him. He talked to me
of some other things, and i'ound l)y my answers thai I was
thoroughly awake, and, as he now thought, under the power
of no distraction, was better satisfied, and left me with a more
placid countenance. By noon 1 got u|), and was perfectly

recovered from my sickness. I thought 1 would have given

ever so much to know what the pills were, that others might
receive the benefit of them. Finding that the abovesaid wo-
man had not been at our house, and 1 was perfectly healed,

I could not help thinking that a merciful God had sent an

angel, as he did Isaiah to Hezekiah, to heal me ; and to this

very day, I cannot but esteem it more than an ordinarv

dream, or the wild ramblings of a heated imagination, it

seemeth to me a sort of heavenly vision. And what less can

you, sir, make of it ? The kind offices of the ministering

spirits are, doubtless, more than we are aware of. However,
thus has God mercifully ai)peared for my help, when I was
brought very low, and in this manner rescued me from the

jaws of death. Forever blessed be his holy name ! But to

return.

From the grammar school I was admitted into the college,

in Cambridge, in New England, in July, 169G, under the Pre-
sidentship of the very reverend and excellent Dr. Increase

Mather, (who gave me for a thesis, Habcnli dubidn^,) and the

tutorage of those two great men, Mr. John Leverett, (after-

wards President,) and Mr. William Brattle, (afterwards the

worthy minister of Cambridg(\) Mr. Leverett became my
special tutor for about a year and a half, to whom succeeded

Mr. Jabez Fitch, (afterwards the minister of Ipswich with

Mr. John Rogers, who, at the invitation of the church in

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, removed to them.) Upon my
entering into college, I became chamber-mate, the first year,

to a senior and a junior sophister ; which might have been
greatly to my advantage, had they been of a studious dispo-

sition, and made any considerable progress in literature. But,

alas ! they were an idle pack, who knew but little, and took

no pains to increase their knowledge. When therefore, ac-

cording to my disposition, which was ambitious to excel, I
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applied myself close to books, and began to look forward
into the next year's exercises, this unhappy pair greatly dis-

couraged me, and beat me off from my studies, so that by
their persuasions I foolishly threw by my books, and soon
became as idle as they were. Oh ! how baneful is it to be
linked with bad company ! and what a vile heart had I to

hearken to their wretched persuasions ! I never, after this,

recovered a good studious disposition, while I was at college.

Having a ready, quick memory, which rendered the common
exercises of the college easy to me, and being an active youth,

I was hurried almost continually into one diversion or another,

and gave myself to no particular studies, and therefore made
no great proficiency in any part of solid learning.

There were two accidents which happened while I was an

undergraduate, that somewhat startled and awakened me
;

the one in the winter of my freshmanship, when a number
of us went a skating upon what is called Fresh Pond, in

Watertown. Two lovely young gentlemen, John Eyre, of our

class, son of Justice Eyre of Boston, and Maxwell, the class

above me, a West Indian, (which two only of all the compa-
ny had asked leave of the Tutors to go out of town upon the

diversion,) being both good skaters, joined hand in hand, and
flew away to the farther end of the pond ; and as they were
in like manner returning, they ran upon a small spot, in the

middle of the pond, called the boiling hole, because rarely

frozen over, which was open the day before, but now had a

skim of ice upon it, about half an inch thick, and both of them
broke the thin ice and plunged into the water. Maxwell rose

not again, it being supposed he rose under the ice ; Eyre rose

in the hole they had broken, attempted to get upon the ice,

but it gave way under him, and plunged him anew. I, who
happened to be nearest to them, ran towards the hole, called

to Eyre only to keep his head above water, by bearing his

arms upon the thin ice, and we would help him with boards,

which the rest of the company ran to fetch from a new house

building by the edge of the pond, not twenty rods off; but

he kept on his striving to get up, till it so worried him he

sunk and rose no more; and thus were both drowned. It threw

me into grievous anguish of mind to think I was so near my
dear friend, within two rods, and yet it was impossible for me
to help him. I went to the utmost edge of the thick ice, and

raised my foot to take another step, but saw I must fall in as
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they had done. The boards arrived to the place within five

minutes of Eyre's last sinking. The sight was truly shocking

to me, and 1 plainly saw how soon and suddenly the provi-

dence of God might, by one means or another, snatch me out

of the world, and what need 1 had to be always ready ; and
lifted up my heart in thankfulness to God, who had spared

me, whose turn it might have been instead of theirs. Thought
I, if God had taken me away instead of them, oh, what
would have become of me ! But since God had mercifully

spared me, I would endeavor for the future to live devoted to

his service. But, a!as ! how soon did such serious thoughts

and purposes die away ! Eyre was taken up thai afternoon,

but Maxwell could not be found until the next day.

The other instance happened the summer following, when
a great number of the scholars went to bathe and cool them-
selves in the river, upon a very hot day. George Cuiwin, a

freshman, who could not swim, went up to his waist near the

foot of the bridge, ducking and trying to learn to swim. It be-

ing near high water, the tide came round the foot of the bridge

with a strong current, and, ere he was aware, carried him
past his depth, and soon hurried him into the current of the

arch, which threw him a great way into the river, where he

was dabbling and drowning. One of the tallest and stoutest

young men immediately swam otT to his relief, bid him get

upon his back, and he would carry him ashore. lie got upon
the back of the young man, but unha|)pily, instead of taking

him round the neck, he embraced both the arms of the young
man so strongly, that he could not exti-nd tluni to swim ; who
became now as much in danger of drowning as Curwin. lie

tried to shake him ofl', but could not, and both were now
tumbling in the water. I hap|)cucd to be uj)on a pier of the

bridge, and called to the company, now on shore, (who cared
not to go ofl' to their help lest lli(>y should be alike entangled)

to wade, the tallest up to his chin, and make a s{ring to the

shore, and I would try to save them. Upon which 1 immedi-
ately swam away to the licl|)less (•ouj)le, kept myst>lf from
their laying hold on me, and continually pushing them for-

ward, till they were got within the reach of the outmost man,
and were recovered, seemingly at the last gasp; and thus,

through divine goodness, they were both j)rest!rved. This
filled we with ihanklulness to God in sparing the young men,
and making me instrumental in their prcservaliou, and nwak-
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ened in me many serious thoughts and resolutions; but ah !

soon did I sin them away. Mr. Curwin afterwards was fixed

in the church at Salem, from whence he sprung, a co-pastor

with the aged Rev. Mr. Nicholas Nojes ; and, after serving

them about three years and a half, died Nov. 23, 1717, aged
35, an excellent young man, leaving the aged Mr. Noyes to

bewail his death. 1 was called, and even compelled, to preach
his funeral sermon, upon a public Thanksgiving ; a printed

copy whereof I herewith send you.

In the last year of my being at college, it pleased God, in

righteous judgment, so far to deliver me up to the corrupt
workings of my own heart, that I fell into a scandalous sin,

in which some of my classmates were concerned. This
roused me more seriously to bethink myself of the wicked-
ness of my heart and life ; and though I had kept up some
little show of religion, yet now I saw what a terrible punish-
ment it was to be left of God, and exposed to his wrath and
vengeance, and set myself upon seeking an interest in the
favor of God, through the blessed Mediator ; and resolved,

through the grace of God assisting of me, to lead a sober, a
righteous, and a godly life, and improve my time and talents

in the service of my Maker and Redeemer, and applied my-
self more closely to my studies : but I found I could not re-

cover what 1 had lost by my negligence.

In July, 1700, 1 took my first degree, Dr. Increase Mather
being President ; after which I returned to my honored fath-

er's house, where I betook myself to close studying, and
humbling myself before God with fasting and prayer, implor-

ing the pardon of all my sins, through the mediation of Christ

;

begging the divine Spirit to sanctify me throughout, in spirit,

jsoul, and body, and fit me for, and use me in the service of

jthe sanctuary, and direct and bless all my studies to that end.

I Joined to the North Church in Boston, under the pastoral

care of the two Mathers. Some time in November, 1702, I

was visited with a fever and sore throat, but through the
mercy of God to a poor sinful creature, in a iew days I re-

covered a good state of health ; and from that time to this,

November 1766, I have never had any sickness that has con-
fined me to my bed.

While I continued at my good father's I prosecuted my
studies ; and looked something into the mathematics, though
I gained but little ; our advantages therefor being noways
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equal to what they have, who now liave tlie great Sir Isriac

Newton, and Dr. Hallcy, and sonu^ other mathematicians, lor

their guides. About this lime 1 made a visit to tlu^ college,

as I generally did once or twice a vear, \\ here I remember the

conversation turnin<i; nj^on the mathematics, one ol tlu; com-

pany, who was a considerable proficient in them, observinii

my ignorance, said to me he would givt; me a (juestion, which

if 1 answered in a month's close apj)lication, he should ac-

count me an aj)t scholar, lie gave me the question. I, who
was ashamed of the r('[)roach cast upon me, set myself hard

to work, and in a fortnight's lime returned him a solution ol

the question, both by trigonometry and geometry, with a canon

by which to resolve all questions of the like nature. When
1 showed it to him, he was sur|)ris(?d, said it was right, and

owned lie knew no way of resolving it but by algebra, wiiicii

1 was an utter stranger to. 1 also gave myself lo the study

of the Biblical Hebrew, turned the Lord's prayer, the creed,

and part of the Assembly's Catcciiism into Hebrew, (for

which I had Dr. Cotton Mather for my corrector,) and en-

tered on the task of finding tlu; radix of every Hebrew word
in the Bible, with design to form a Hebrew Concordance

;

but when 1 had i)rocecded through a few chaj)ters in Genesis,

1 found the work was done to my hand by one of the Bux-

torls. So I laid it by.

The j)ulpit b(!ing my great design, and divinity mv chief

study, 1 read all sorts ol authors, and as I read, com|)ared

their sentiments with the sacred writings, and formed my
judgment of the doctrines of Christianity by that oidy and

inlallible standard of truth : which led me insensibly into

what is called the Calvinisiical scheme, (thouiih 1 never to

this day have read Calvin's Works, and cannot call him mas-

ter,) which sentim('nts, by the most |)lausiblc argunients to

the contrary, that have lalleii in mv way, (and 1 iiave read

the most of them,) I have never yet seen cause to depart

from.

Throuiih the importmiity of my friends, I jireached my first

sermon, Irom Proverbs \iii. 17, to a society of young men,

meeting on Lord's day evening for the exercises of religion,

(to which I belonged,) in tlu^ August twelvemonth alter I

took my first degree ; and some months alter j)reached pub-

licly at Glomester. By August, 1702, 1 became almost a

constant preacher, both on week days, and on the Lord's day.
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privately and publicly, insomuch as that I have sometimes

preached every day of the week but Saturday, and both parts

of the Sabbath, before and after ; and, as my fond friends

who heard me said, to good acceptance. At this time I

preached for the Eiev. Mr. John Danforth, of Dorchester, who
was pleased to compliment me upon it in such strains of com-
mendation, as would not be modest in me to mention. This

constant preaching took me off from all other studies. About
two months before I took my second degree, the reverend and

deservedly famous Mr. Samuel Willard, then Vice-Presi-

dent, called upon mie, (though I lived in Boston,) to give a

common-place in the college hall ; which I did, the latter end
of June, from 2 Peter, i, 20, 21, endeavoring to prove the

divine ins])iration and authority oi the holy Scriptures. When
I had concluded, the Piesident was so good as to say openly

in the hall, " Bene fecisti, Barnarde, et gralias ago tibiJ'''

Under him I took my second degree in July, 1703.

Here suffer me to take occasion to show you the manner
of my studying my sermons, wiiich 1 generally pursued when
I had time for it ; and upon some special occasions I made use

of even in my advanced years. Having, in a proper manner,

fixed upon the subject I designed to preach upon, I sought a

text of Scripture most naturally including it ; then 1 read such

practical discourses as treated upon the subject ; I read also

such polemical authors, on both sides of the question, as I had
by me, sometimes having ten or a dozen folios and other

books lying open around me, and compared them one with

another, and endeavored to make their best thoughts my own.
After having spent some time (perhaps two or three days)

in thus reading and meditating upon my subject, I then ap-

plied myself to my Bible, the only standard of truth, and ex-

amined how far my authors agreed or disagreed with it.

Having settled my mind as to the truth of the doctrine I had
under consideration, I then set myself to the closest meditation

upon the most plain and natural method I could think of for

the handling the subject. Sometimes, not always, I penned
the heads of the discourse. Then I took the first head, and

i thought over what appeared tome most proper to confirm and
illustrate it, laying it up in my mind ; so I went through the

several heads ; and when I had thus gone over the whole, in

its several parts, then I went over all in my meditation, gen-

1 erally walking in my study or in my father's garden. When
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I thought myself ri|)e for it, I sat down to writing, and being a

swift penman, 1 could finish an hour and a quarter's discourse,

with rapid speaking, in about four hours' time. Tiiis manner
of studying sermons cost me, 'tis true, a great deal of time,

perhaps a week, or fortnight for a sermon, and sometimes

more ; but I had this advantage by it, that there was a greater

stock laid up in my memory for future use, and I found it

easy to deliver my discourses memoriter; and by the full and

clear view I had of my subject, I could correct the phraseol-

ogy in my delivery. 1 kept indeed my notes open, and turned

over the leaves as though I had read them, yet rarely casting my
eye upon my notes, unless for the chapter and verse of a text

which I quoted. When I was settled in the ministry, I found

this method too operose, yet when called to special public

services, if I had time, I practised it ; only penning head by

head as I meditated on them. Observin"; also that the aiied

Mr. Samuel Cheever, with whom I settled, very much failed

in his memory, (for he was wholly a memoriter preacher) I

thought I might be reduced to his circumstances if I lived to

old age, and therefore betook myself to reading my notes
;

and 1 find the advantage of it, since it hath pleased God to

spare me to a great old age.

In June, 1704, the church at Yarmouth sent for me to

assist their pastor, the Rev. Mr. John Cotton, who was taken

oir from public service by a paralytic disorder; and having

spent two months with them, I returned home. They fetched

me again to them in July, 1705, where I preached to them
some time ; but having galled my right hand by some hard

labor I was not used to, it turned to an ulcerous sore, inso-

much that a probe put in at the roots of my fore and middle

fmger, the inside of my hand, it would come out at the mid-

dle of the back of my hand ; which made me fear the loss

of the use of it. For which reason 1 determined to return

to Boston, to get my hand cured. Accordingly I took my
passage on board a coaster the middle of ^September, and

falling in with a number of shallops that were catching mack-

erel, I, who loved the sj)ort, could not resist the temj)tatioii

of hauling the line with my sore hand ; by which means the

salt water so rinsed and cleansed the ulcer, that wiien I

showed it to the doctor at Boston, and lot him know what
had happened by the way, he told me I had cured the sore

;

and with some innocent salves to the orifices, it soon became
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well. Thus kindly did Divine Providence deal with me,
when I thought my danger had I)een very great. I returned
to Yarmouth again, according to my promise, at their de-
sire, in November. The February following, Mr. Cotton
died, and then the church and people proceeded to invite me
to a settlement among them. There was but one man who
withheld his vote from me ; and even the Quakers in the
town, of which there were several, were approving of it ; the
reverend ministers also in the neighborhood seemed to be
pleased with it. I wrote to my honored father about it, and
he seemed to be backward in consenting to the motion, partly
because of the distance of about 85 miles, and partly, (what
he saw into further than I did,) that it would not be a com-
fortable settlement to me. So I put a stop to their proceed-
ings, and returned home the latter end of March follovvine:,

170^.
""

My constant preaching went on as usual. In October,

1705, the Rev. Mr. Colman first invited me into his pulpit;

I preached from 2 Corinthians, iv. 17. In the week time

after it, the good gentleman, meeting me, carried me to dine

with him ; alter dinner, he took me into his study, and told

me, with great tenderness, the reason why he had not asked

me to his pulpit long before, was because some of the chief

of his people had esteemed me but as a mimic and tool of
the Mathers, whom they were displeased with, and desired he

would not invite me to preach among them ; but they had
now been with him, and with tears confessed their unjust

thoughts of me, and said they would never trust to idle re-

ports more, even for my sake, and desired him to improve me
as often as he pleased. Mr. Colman then opened his heart

to me, acquainted me with a very great part of his travels in

England, his familiar converse with the famous Philomela,

and showed me several of his poetical compositions ; and
from this time became a kind father, and intimate and fast

friend to me, as long as he lived.

In the spring of 1707, I was appointed by Governor Dud-
ley one of the chaplains to the army, which was sent to Port
Royal, (now Annapolis,) to reduce that fort, and with it Aca-
die, or Nova Scotia, to obedience to the crown of England,
under the command of Col. John March, of Newbury, as

General ; having under him two regiments, the first red. Col.

Francis Wainwright, Lieut. Col. Samuel Appleton, both of

24
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Ipswicli, Major Shadrach Walton, of Piscalaqua, with nine

companies; Capt. Holmes of the j^renadiers, of Boston, 1st,

Capt. Gridle)' oi Boston, 2d, Capt. Boyenton of Topsfield, 3d,

Capt. Burrili of Lynn, 4th, Capt. Putnam of Salem, 5th, Capt.

March, of Newbury, 6th, Capt. Freeman, of Harwich, 7th,

Capt. Kent, of Newbury, ^th, Capt. ^\iHiamson. The other

regiment, the blue. Col. Winihrop Hilton, of Exeter, Lieut.

Col. William Wanton, of Rhode island, Major Spurr, of

Dorchester, Capt. Otis, of Scituate ; the grenadiers, 1st, Capt.

Nichols, of Reading, 2d, Capt. Frothingham, of Charlestown,

3d, Capt. Tileston, of Dorchester, 4th, Capt. Hunt, of Wey-
mouth, 5th, Capt. Talbot, of Taunton, 6th, Capt. Cook, 7th,

Capt. Church, of Freetown, with 1076 soldiers under them.

There were five chaplains to the army, viz. Mr. Daniel Epps,

of Salem, Mr. Samuel Moody, of York, Mr. Samuel Hunt,

itinerant at Dunstable, Mr. John Barnard, itinerant at Boston,

Mr. William Allen, itinerant at Greenwich. The fleet con-

sisted of the Deptford man-of-war, Capt. Charles Stukely,

of 50 guns, 280 men ; the Province galley, Capt. Cyprian

Southack, 24 guns, 104 men ; transports, Success galley,

the store-ship, Capt. Eben. Went worth, 14 guns, 28 men
;

Friendship, Capt. Jarvis, 4 guns, 10 men ; the Abigail,

Capt. Deering, 8 men; the Hannah and Mary, Capt. Gal-

lop; the Randolph, Capt. Zach. Fowls, 9 men; the Abi-

gail, Capt. Isa. Fowls, 10 men; the Friendship, Capt.

Dennis, 8 men; a brig, Capt. Waters; sloops, the Richard

and Sarah, Capt. Carr, 7 men ; the Bathsheba, Capt.

Cranson, 8 guns, of Rhode Lsland, 26 men ; the Mary and
Abigail, Capt. Newman, 5 men ; the Henrietta, Capt. Phil-

lips, 6 men ; the Mary, Caj)t. Saunders, 5 men ; the Sarah
and Hannah, Capt. Winslcy, 7 men ; the Bonetta, Capt.

Sacomb, 5 men ; the man-of-war's tender, Capt. Cunning-
ham, decked sloop

; open sloops, tenders, the Success, Capt.
Hilton, 2 men; the Charity, Capt. Hill, 2 men; the Ad-
venture, Capt. Atkins, 2 men ; the S|)eodwcll, Capt. Car-
ney, 3 men; the Success, Capt. Gardner, 3 men; the

Endeavor, Capt. Lowell, 1 men : about 450 sailors. Be-
sijje these there were Col. Hcdknap, engineer; bombardiers
and cannoneers, 14 ; William Dudley, set-retarv of war ; Capt.

Lawrence and two tenders ; doctors and mates, 7 ; commis-
saries, Arthur Jeffreys and two under him ; field-marshals,

two; armorers, two; the general's trumpeter and boy, two.
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So that the whole number of the forces consisted of about

1 150 men.

The 13th of May the fleet came to sail, hy sunrise, from

Nautasket, with an easy south-west wind. In our passage

we met with contrary winds and calms. May 17th, a coun-

cil of war held on board the Deptford ; ordered, that Col.

Appleton should land on the north side Port Royal Basin,

with his own company, and Major Spurr's, and Capt. Tal-

bot's, and Burrill's, and Putnam's, and Hunt's, and Capt.

Freeman's company, of Indians chiefly, about 320 men ; while

the General, and the rest of the forces, about 750, should

land on the south side. The 26th of May we came to an-

chor in the Basin, landed our men that afternoon, between 4
and 5 o'clock, under Col. Appleton, with whom 1 was, on the

north side. It being so late ere we landed, we could not

reach the place of our designed encampment, but after sev-

eral hours travel, partly through hideous woods, and fallen

trees across our way, which sometimes we climbed over, at

other times crept under. At length we arrived where were
two or three houses and barns, and at nine at night took up

our quarters there. There also Capt. Freeman and his com-
pany of Indians, who flanked our left as we marched along,

who also had a warm skirmish with about 40 or 50 French,

came to ns without the loss of a man. The 27th, early in

the morning, began our march ; came to a deep gully, where
we were ambushed by about 60 French ; lost two of our

men ; marching a little farther, we took two prisoners, and

by noon came to the spot where we fixed our camp, almost

north of the fort, little more than musket shot, over the

north river. About half an hour after Col. Appleton landed

on the north. General March, with about 750 men, landed on

the south shore, but so far distant from the fort, by reason of

the wind blowing in their teeth, that they were forced to en-

camp that night by the way. Early the 27th, in the morn-

ing, they set forward ; were ambushed (at a place called

Allen's Creek,) by the French Governor, Subercas, with

near 300 men, who lay hid in the thick brush on the other

side of the creek. Our army marched with trumpets sound-

ing, drums beating, and colors flying;, on upon the marsh be-

tween them and the creek; gave three huzzas. Then the

enemy discharged, from their covert, their whole volley upon

our naked men. Our men pressed forward, and after a warm
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dispute, the enemy retreated up a liill which lay behind

them. Our men passed the creek, and ascended the hill after

them, the enemy all the while firing briskly upon them, till

we had gained pretty near them, and then they turned their

backs and fled down the other side of the hill to the fort.

By all the fire from the ambush, and while we were gaining

the hill, which lasted above an hour, through divine favor

we lost not so much as one man, and had but five men
wounded. Our army was too much fatigued to pursue them

to the fort, but encamped in some houses at the foot of the

hill ; set a strong guard near the fort to prevent any surprise.

By some deserters who came from the fort to us, we
learned that there were about 500 men in the fort, and 220
women and children, which rendered it likely, that upon a

iew bombs thrown into the fort, the cries of their wives and

children would oblige them to surrender. The artillery there-

fore were ordered up to us. Redknap promised to see them

sent the next day, but none came. Upon inquiry it was

found that the engineer and captain of the man-of-war and

Province galley had agreed in their sentiments, that it was
morally impossible to send the artillery up to us, which must

pass within command of the fort.

May 31. A council of war was held, in which it was un-

happily agreed not to stay to break ground; but was dissented

to by Col. Aj)pleton, Capt. Otis and Boyenton. The reasons

given were, the fort mounted 42 guns, some of 36 pounders,

500 men in it, our men unacquainted with attacking a fort»

and no prospect of getting up the artillery ; and therefore the

army should decamp, and go to Menis, and Seconneeto, and

try what they could do tlu^re. But before they decamped,

they concluded by the movement of Col. Hilton, and brave

Col. Warton, to burn the church, the storehouse, and all the

houses close by the north bastion of the fort.

When Col. A|)plct<)n went over to Col. March's camp, ho

took rne along with him. After the council of war was over,

General March meeting me took me aside, and said to me,
*' Don't you smell a rat ?" I, who knew not what he intend-

ed, answered, "No, sir." " Why," said he, " Col. Appleton

is for staying to break ground, only to have his wages in-

creased." I said, " v^ir, I am a stranger to Col. Appleton's

intentions and designs." He then said to me (somewhat
foughly) " I have heard you should say the artillery might be
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brought ;" (and indeed I bad said so to Col. Appleton, and
projected a sale metiiod lor it,) and 1 said to him, " Sir, I

think it may." " Well, then," said he, "if it should be at-
tempted, jou shall be one that shall bring it up." I replied,
*' Sir, that is not my business, as you well know ; however,
if it will be of public service, and you please to command
me to it, I will readily venture myself in it, and find a way Ur
do it." " Very well," said he. 1 then took the opportunity
of being alone with him, and said, " Sir, will you please to
give me leave to observe some things to you, in which, it

seems to me, you are greatly concerned ?" He replied, " Yes,
sir." I then said, " Sir, you are perfectly well acquainted
with the design you came hither upon

;
you know how much

the welfare of your country, and your own honor lays at
stake. I am afraid some you are connected with, are not so
much concerned for either of them as I could wish. I be-
seech you, sir, to consider, if you return with the forces
(somewhat of whose vigor and bravery you have seen) with-
out doing any thing farther, whether all the fault will not be
thrown upon you, as the head of all ? As for those gen-
tlemen, who seem to me to oppose your measures, they will
feel little or nothing, while I fear your name and honor will
be exposed in such a manner, as 1 shall be exceeding sorry to
hear of." He listened to me, hugged me in his arms, and
jthanked me ; and said he would immediately call another
council. He did so ; and employed my hand in writing letters

to the gentlemen that were on board the vessels.

June 3. The council sat, and then concluded to stay, get
up the artillery, and attack the fort. The next day, J went
on board our ship to get me such accommodations as I want-
ed, concluding we should remain here at least a month longer.

But lo ! I was sadly disappointed, and greatly surprised, by
fche commissary's knocking at the cabin door, before sunrise,

Kid informing me the army was come down in order to em-
bark. For it seems they held another council in the evening,
and concluded to burn the houses, and march to the fleet ;

md they did so ; and upon June 5th the whole army em-
jarked.

While we lay at Port Royal, I experienced signal deliver-
inces

; one as I was crossing over the river to the General's
jamp, the fort fired a cannon at me, the ball of which struck
pretty near to the canoe. The other was, in order to take a

i

,1
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I^Ihii of the fori and avenues to It, I marclied alone, well

dressed, w illi a large pistol stuck in my girdle, and pen, ink,

and paper in my hands ; I niarched till 1 came to the entrance

ol a straight narrow lane, leading to the fort, it may he rather

more that niuskct shot off. The trench, sup[)0sin2; nie to he

tile engineer, fired a cannon at me, the hall ol which struck

ground so near me, a little to the right, as threw some dirt

upon me. 1 ihoutihi with myself, that 1 had no husiness here,

and retreated slow ly backward out of danger ; and thank

God 1 escaped what was designed against tne.

The fleet sailed away, having sent a packet to the Gov-
ernor, and June 5th came to anchor in the spacious harbor of

Casco Bay. While we lay there letters came from the Gov-
ernor to Gen. March, ordering him at his peril to return to

Port Royal, and telling him the Government were raising

forces to send to us.

July 7. Arrived to us at Casco Bay, the Ruth frigate, of

24 guns, Capt. Alden commander, and two companies, Capt.

Ephraim Savage, with his 50 men, and Capt. liuckminsier,

with his 50, which did not near make U|) the number of our

deserters, since we lay at Casco. With them also came three

gentlemen, Col. Elisha Hutchinson, (grandfather of the j)res-

ent Lieut. Governor,) Col. Peim Townsend, and Mr. .lolui

Levcrett, (alt(Mwards President of our college,) and the Rev.

Mr. Bridge for their chaplain. The said three gentlemen
were deputies from the Government, and superintendins coun-

^
sellors to General March, without whose advice he was to dof;

nothing.

July 11. A number of boats went out this morning to

catch lobsters and j)laice among th(* islands, which are many :

I went aujong the rest. One of the boats went near lO the

shore ol one i>land, and we, who were next to them, were
suddenly alarmed with the firing of about twentv small arms,

and looking to the island whence tln^ noise came, we saw
about forty of the Indians scalping three of the men ; the

other two men that were in the boat they took prisoners.

\V(! w<;re so near to the enemy that their shot woidd have

reached us ; but they all immediat(dy betook themst^ves to

their canoes (being about 150 that lay hid in the bushes,)

and paddled away for life. Thearmv took the alarm, and in

a few mimites the ships* boats, with several hundred men, and

General March at the head of them, were upon ihe full chase
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after the Indians, but could not come up with them. I look
upon this as an instance of the care of Divine Providence, and
bless God who preserved me from falling into the hands of
those savages.

July 2^. An express from his Excellency to the three
Commissioners, ordering the forces to sail for Port Royal

;

but the mutinous disposition of the men, too much encour-
? aged by officers, with the jealousies and bickerings of the
iield-officers (excepting Col. Hilton and Col. Wanton,)
among themselves, foreboded no good by going.

July 25. The fleet came to sail. Upon our passage Gen.
March told me, (upon a signal made bj the man-of-war to
bear away for Passamaquoddy harbor, and my asking him
where we were bound,) " he knew nothing of the matter,
nor of our coming to sail, nor where we were bound ; the
three Commissioners, instead of being a council to him, did
what they pleased, gave him their positive orders, which he
should always obey." The 30th of July came to anchor in
Passamaquoddy, with a fine fair north-west wind, which we
lost.

So far my journal goes, which I have made short extracts
from. 1 shall only add what I well remember. We went
to Port Royal, landed in an orchard, were ambushed, and
jlost about fourteen men, drove the enemy before us, returned
to the orchard, spent a few days there, and then embarked
our men

; but about 110 French, mostly privateers, with
jtheir captain at their head, (who arrived in our absence,)
came and lay hid in the thicket of the woods and underbrush,
iust without a log fence, where Capt. Talbot, with forty

jraen, were placed as a guard to the orchard, and observed till

lour men were mostly embarked, and the boats were ashore
for the last freight, and Capt. Talbot called off from the
^uard, and then they broke in upon the orchard, where were
Dniy some of the officers, besides Talbot's guard, and a few
:)thers, with myself, and poured in their .shot upon us, and
ulled us seven men. I had a shot brushed my wig, and was
mercifully preserved. A few boat-loads of men going ofif im-
mediately put back, and we soon drove them out of the or-
chard, killed a {ew of them, desperately wounded the priva-
.eer captain, and after that we all embarked, and returned
br Boston as fast as we could. When we came home,
the General found it to be sadly true, what I suggested ta
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liim al Port Royal. Not only was he reprimanded and

sligiited by the Government, but despised and insulted as he

walked the streets by the populace ; the very children, at the

sight of him, crying out " wooden swords I" Though he was
in himself a valiant man, yet, I think, his capacity was below

the post he sustained. INor did I go without my share of oblo-

cjuy, f(jr a little piece of imprudence while 1 w as absent

;

for which my pastors treated me cruelly, for reasons best

known to themselves; l)y which my reputation sunk among
some peopkv But the more thinking persons looked upon it

as a vile treating of n)e, and continued their respects to me,

especially the excellent Mr. Colman ; so that I was almost

constantly employed in preaching.

1708. Capt. John Wentworth, of Piscataqua, (afterwards

Governor of it,) meeting me in Boston, greatly urged me to

go his chaplain, in a ship of 500 tons, 20 guns, and 40 men,
to Barbadoes and London. I proj)osed it to my good father;

who told me, if I were not settled in the ministry before this

time twelvemonth, he would consent to my taking a voyage.

I contiimed my itincriuit preaching; and in the winter of

1708, preaching at Watertown, I returned i;i the evening to

sup at Cambridge with the Rev. Mr. J5rattle. ^VhiIe we
were at supper, the ringing of the college bell, w ith the tidings

that the college was on iire, was brought to us. I immedi-
ately left the table, ran across the pastures to the college,

found the area filled with the scholars, (President Leverett at

the head of them,) and a nmltitude of the town's people,

staring upon JStoughton Hall, but knew not where the fire

was, the suioke j)ouring out at the eaves from one end of the

hall to the other. 1 stepped to the President and told liim

1 would see where the fire was; stripped olV my coat and
wig, tied a handkerchief about my head, ran up the stairs of

the northerly entry, and discovered where the fire was ; ran

to the President, and said, " Sir, please to order a ladder at

the window of such a chamber, and supply me with water,

and I will go in and (pieneh the lire." Accordingly I went
into the chamber ; it was on lire ail round. I ran to the win-

dow to ojien it, but it was fastened so as I could not find

how to open it ; and 1 could stay no loiiijiT in the chamber
than I could hold my breath ; the smok(; was so exceedingly

thick, it would have sullocated me to have drawn a breath.

But observing the bulk of the lire was at the bed, (for while
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the President and scholars were at prayers in Harvard Hall,

a spark, as it seemed, had snapped from the hearth, and set

lire to the calico curtains.) I ran and told the President to

order somebody to cut up the floor over the bed, and pour
water till they had extinguished the fire there. He did so

;

and then we soon mastered the fire.
, The President was

pleased to observe upon it, if I had not providentially been
there, the college had been consumed.
The summer of 1709 arrived, and I. not settled, when

meeting Capt. Wentworth at Boston, he again urged me to

take tiie same voyage with him, he last year proposed. I

obtained my good father's consent, and we sailed from Nan-
tasket Road, July 9, 1709, and arrived with an easy, com-
fortable passage, in one and twenty days, at Barbadoes. As
we were running down the latitude, a seeker bore down upon
us, fell into our wake, and chased us with all the sail he
could make; but our shij) (the Lusitania) being a prime
sailer, kept her distance. Capt. Wentworth got his ship

ready, kept his course steadily, and before noon we raised

the island, and came to anchor before Bridgetown in the after-

noon. Thus kind Providence preserved us. There was no
congregation of Dissenters in this place ; but I constantly

attended public worship at church. A small number of con-

siderable and valuable gentlemen, knowing I was a preacher,

entreated me to entertain them upon a Lord's day ; but I told

them, I should not be here above two Sabbaths more, and I

thought it would not be prudence to give any disturbance to

the Episcopal clergy for so little a time, and refused their

offer. While I was here, I had some acquaintance with sev-

eral of the clergy. Mr. Beresford, the chief minister upon
the island, kindly invited me to dine with him, and enter-

tained me with great civility. He was a gentleman of con-

siderable learning, sobriety, and virtue.

After about five weeks stay at Barbadoes, we set sail under

the convoy of Commodore Logg in the Weymouth, and Capt.

Norborough in the Lark, men-of-war, with about sixty sail,

some bound for North America, but mostly for London. The
day after we sailed came on a violent storm, something of a

hurricane, the strength of which lasted about eight hours,

when we could not hear one another speak upon deck, with-

out turning our face to the ear of the man we spoke to, neither

could we put a light into the poop lantern without a man
25
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crawling upon his belly, . and a second holding him by the

heels, and a third him in like manner, to secure him. The
storm parted the fleet ; some iell in with the Weymouth,

others with the Lark ; and though the violence abated, yet it

continued a very heavy storm for twelve or fourteen days, by

which several of the fleet were much damaged, especially in

their rigging. Commodore Logg was very careful and as-

sisting the disabled ships that were with him. After the

storm was over we spied three sail to leeward. The Commo-
dore, who had made VVentworth a chasing ship, being a prime

sailer, and ordered him to wear a broad pendant, now made
signal for a chase. VVentworth bore away, the man-of-war

after him, at more than a mile astern. Our ship outsailed

the man-of-war, sj)aring her all our to|)gallant and studding-

sails. By four in the afternoon, we overhauled the sternmost

of the three, so as to fling a shot across her forefoot ; she

brought to. But the man-of-war had left us to stand for the

fleet, who ke|)t their course, and had been long out of sight

;

and the men-of-war now out of sight ; when we spied a tali

ship to windward, bearing down towards us, whose signals,

which she made, we understood not ; tiicrefore concluded it

was one of the French fleet sailing from Marlinico, the same
time we did from Barbadoes. Capt. Wentworth called his

officers and men aft, and said to them, " You see, gentlemen,

the fleet and man-of-war have left us ; it will cost us darkness

before we can take the prize under command. A tall ship,

probably a French man-of-war, is coming towards us. 1 am
shipped upon coiivov ; if we needlessly leave the convoy, and

any mischance should befall us, we must make good all dam-
ages. I called you together to ask your advice what you would

have me to do, whether we had best run all hazards, or forego

the prize, and make the best of our way for the convoy."

Though the men had an eager desire to the prize, (a ship of

250 tons, well loaded Ironi Martinico,) yet ihev honestlv an-

swered, " Sir, since your freight is shipped under convoy, we
think you cannot safely and justly lose the convoy." Away
we then stood for the fleet, and .lack Frenchman rejoiced at

their narrow escape. A lew days before we reached the

channel of England, the Lark aiul those; of the fleet that

parted from us in the storm, joined us ; and I think we had

no one vessel missing. When we entered the chops of the

cliannel, in the night, we fell in with a fleet ot tall ships,
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which, by iheir actions, we knew to be men-of-war, and con-

cluded it to be De Guy's squadron, which we heard was out

upon a cruise. Wentworth's ship being an excellent sailer,

he slung his yards, and got every thing ready, that, if it should

prove an enemy, he might make a running fight, and possibly

escape. But how were we surprised, when, in the first peep
of day, we saw an eighty-gun ship, within pistol shot, upon
our starboard quarter. For the men-of-war had placed them-
selves, by the help of a spy-boat running among the fleet in

the night, close alongside of each of our fleet they took

to be a ship of force. As the day came on, Capt. Norbor-

ough, in the Lark, knew the ship that was alongside of him
to be an Englishman, and immediately fired a salute ; which
dissipated our fears, and filled us with joy. It proved to be

my Lord Dursley's squadron, sent out to look for De Guy.
They spared us three capital ships to guard us up channel.

Going up channel we descried three French privateers lying

a-hull, one of 30 guns. Our men-of-war took one of them,

and recovered two prizes from them ; the other escaped.

We cast anchor the next day in the Downs ; the day after

were piloted up the river to Gravesend, where I and some
passengers took boat and arrived at Billinsgate, London, that

evening, the beginning of November, after a long passage.

It was truly pleasant sailing up the river. Some days after

our arrival, Commodore Logg came to me on the 'Change,

and, in a very complaisant manner, desired me, if there was
occasion, to be witness of his care of the fleet.

I had letters to Dr. Calamy, Dr. Oldfield, Mr. Fleming,

and Mr. Pomfret, ministers ; and I took my opportunity to

wail upon them, who received me with a great deal of good-

ness ; to Sir William Ashurst, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. Park-

hurst, to whom I sent my letters. After some weeks spent

in London, I first preached for Mr. Fleming, and then at Mr.
Reynolds's, Mr. Ratcliff's, Mr. Mauduit's, Dr. Calamy's, Dr.

Oidfield's, Mr. Anderson's, Mr. Pomfret's, Mr. Masters's,

and prayed, upon a Fast-day, both at Mr. Reynolds's and Dr.

Hunt's. Besides which, I was employed at a small congre-

gation near Eltham, the chief of which were Sir Alexander

Carr and Esquire Stoddard ; the rest were a poor people. This

was as my parish, to which I preached constantly, unless

called to preach in the city, and then I sent another in my
stead. When I preached one morning, by candle-light, at
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Dr. Calami's, after the service was over, I was conducted

into the vestry, wiih three or four gentlemen, to eat a piece

of bread and butter, and drink a ^lass of sack. While 1 was

there, came in to us an aged gentlewoman, (hearing I was of

New England,) to inquire after her brother. Col. Shrimpton,

whom I knew well ; and she brought a young lady (properly

so called) with her, who was very pleasant with me. She

asked me if all the people of my country were white, as she

saw I was ; for being styled in the general West Indians, she

thought we were all black, as she supposed the Indians to be.

She asked me how long I had been in the kingdom. When
I told her a few months, she said she was surprised to think

how I could learn their language in so little a time ;
" Me-

thinks," said she, "you speak as plain English as I do." I

told her, all my country j)eoplc, being English, si)ake the

same language I did. W ith many such like questions she

diverted me. What strangers were even the city of London
to New England, excepting a few merchants who traded with

us ! Being invited by Dr. Calamy to dine with him, there

was present the pious and excellent lady of the famous Col.

Gardiner, and a young daughter of hers, about 13 or 14 years

old. I was very kindly and pleasantly entertained by the

Dr. and that lady. The Dr. among other things, surprised

me by saying to me, " Mr. Barnard you don't think, 1 hope, to

carry Philomela (Miss Singer)* away from us .^" which occa-

sioned a very agieeable conversation U|)()n that ladv, and her

writings. Before we broke uj), Mrs. (.iardincr very kindly in-

vited me to go with her and her daughter, in her coach, down
to Scotland, obligingly telling \\\v. my journev should cost me
nothing. 1 had a strong inclination to have (embraced her gen-

erous olVer ; but was forced to tell her, the time of the ship I

came in, returning to New Kngland, (with which I i)urj)osed

to go,) was so near at hand, thai 1 could not ])rudentlv run the

risk of being absent when she sailed. But I most humbly
thank(;d her for her obliging request, and was heartilv sorry I

could not gratify my own inclination so far as to comply with

it. I preached for Mr. Fleming, who was taken oil" from his

public services by the palsy, especially in his tongue. After

my first preaching to them, they were fond of my continuing in

their service, especially tlu^ chiclOl the congregation; inso-

[• Aftcrwiirdit llii' rrli-liratcd Mrs. Hiiwr, Slii' liiis alrnidy Ix-r-n iiifiitioiird on pnge

laa

—
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much that my friends and acquaintance in London began to

congratulate me upon the prospect of my settling in as good

a congregation as most in London ; and indeed the people

sought for no other help, until Dr. Sacheverel's mob gutted,

jand burnt the bowels of Mr. Daniel Burgess's meeting-house,

and then he wanting a place to preach in, and they one to

preach to them, they united, and 1 was thrown out. Preach-

ing for Mr. Anderson, a worthy Scotch minister, at St.

James's, where was a great concourse of the Scotch nobility

and gentry, he, with several of his vestry-men, expressed

themselves highly pleased with my public performance and

private conversation, and greatly urged me to stay and spend

my days in the kingdom, saying, " We very much want men
of your abilities and vigor," and that " he (Mr. Anderson,)

and some others he knew had a great respect for me, would
use their best endeavors to procure as ggod a congregation for

me as any in .London." I told him, I could be content to

spend a few years among them, but I chose to return to New
England, and there improve the remainder of my life in the

S,ervice of the Gospel. " Well," said he, " if you will not

^bide with us, we will take no further concern about you."

I returned him thanks for his kind respects to me.

While I preached at Mr. Fleming's, a gentleman that was:

of his congregation, who had been captain of a troop under

King William, at the battle of the Boyne, was pleased to per-

suade me very much to stay in the kingdom, saying, " 1 ex-

pect an insurrection shortly in favor of the Pretender, and we
yery much want men of your principles, knowledge, and ac-

tivity. I always keep two horses ready saddled in my stable

tp mount at a minute's warning, and one of them, with a pair

pf jack-boots, shall be at your service, to mount as a chaplain

with us." I smiled, and thanked him.

Having some considerable acquaintance with Mr. Ratcliff,

at Rotherhithe, for whom I preached several times, I cannot

well refuse to take notice of that pious and ingenious gentle-

man's catechizing and instructing children, who came to him

^very Tuesday, from all parts round about, and from every

sect ; in which work he generally spent the day. His man-

ner was to place the males and females by themselves from

ten to sixteen years old, and class them according as they

^uld say the catechism. Beginning with prayer, he then

^§?i|:d the girls, and then the boys, till he had gone through
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the catechism with them, and then dismissed the girls, giving

them a reward of a farthing or half-penny, as they jjerformed.

He then called upon the upper class of the boys to analyze

such a text of Scripture as he had given them the Tuesday

foregoing. Some of the lads were so expert at this exercise,

as it would have surprised you, as it did me, to hear how
justly they gave the occasion, coherence, intention, the sev-

eral parts, the points of doctrine, and propositions of the

text, and inferences resulting from it. He then dismissed the

boys, giving them a farthing or half-penny, as they performed
;

but still retained the upper class, to whom he proposed a

question to be disputed by them. He asked each boy which

side of the question he was for, whether yea or nay ; then

placed the yeas and the nays by themselves ; then asked one

of the yeas what he had to say in proof of his opinion ; then

asked one of the nays what he had to say ; and so went to

the yeas and nays, one after another alternately, till he had

gone through the class ; when, as moderator, he summed up

the force of the reasoning on both sides, and gave the true

solution of the question. You would have admired, and been

pleased with the reasons the youth advanced for the part they

held. I remember the question disputed upon, when I was
present, was, " Which is best, virtue or riches ?" They said

many things, on both sides, which I should have thought

vastly exceeded the capacity of such youths. One prompt

lad, in arguing for the preference of virtue, observed, among
other things, that riches would not make a man good, but

would tend to improve his wickedness. " There is," said he,

" the Pope of Home, who is the richest man in the world,

and yet the wickedest man alive." This came from a boy

of about thirteen years old, of poor circimistances, and low
education, but what he received here. When the instruction

was over, Mr. iiatclilf gave to each of these boys a j)enny to

buy them bread for their dinner, which they had gone with-

out for the sak(; of the catechism ; being sujiplied with this

stock from gentlemen ol substance, as well as of his own.
I contracted a very considerable friendship with Esquire

Stoddard, of the small con^rci^ation I preacluMi to near El-

tham, (lined often at his house, was treated by him with great

civility, and by the gentlewoman his housekeeper. She
treated me once with a glass of currant wine of her own
making. I was greatly pleased with it, and begged a receipt
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of it. After consulting several ministers, whether she could,
with safety to her promise, divulge the secret to a foreigner,

bound out of the kingdom, and was noways likely to hurt
him from whom she had the receipt, she gave it to me ; and
when 1 returned home, I soon spread it among my acquaint-
ance.

It happened that Dr. Sacheverel's trial came on some
months after I arrived in London, and I attended the trial in

Westminster Hall one day, and had the pleasure of seeing
the most brilliant assembly of lords, and ladies, and gentry

;

but, to my disappointment, the House of Lords adjourned,
presently after my coming in, to consider a point of law ; so

that I heard none of the pleadings.

With some pleasant company, my own countrymen, I took
a tour to Oxford, where, under the conduct of Mr. Caswell,
professor of astronomy, an ingenious, most humble, and meek
man, we were entertained with a view of the colleges, walks,

gardens, theatre, libraries, and museum ; and were diverted

with the strange account the keeper of the museum gave us

of its rarities, especially tliose from New England, which we
knew much better than he did. While we were at Oxford
we set out, in the rain, to see Blenheim House, built by the

nation in honor to the great Duke of Marlborough, and fixed

upon him and heirs forever. Though it was not finished, it

appeared a magnificent and superb building, its gardens con-

taining about sixty acres of land.

At another time, (at the desire of Mr. Mico, a merchant,

brother to our Mr. Mico of Boston, to accompany a Connec-
ticut farmer, who went to look after an estate he supposed he

had right to there,) 1 took a journey as far as Staffordshire,

through St. Albans, (where I viewed Duke Humphrey's sep-

ulchre, or dined with Duke Humphrey, at 'tis called,) Dun-
stable, Woburn, Northampton, Coventry, to Lichfield, where

we put up. We had the company of an elder and a 25 year

old gentlewomen with us in the coach ; who were at first

very fearful and shy of us, as absolute strangers ; but before

we had travelled far, they became very easy and pleasant,

being thoroughly gratified with our modest and entertaining

conversation. The young lady we parted with the next day at

noon, being received by a gentleman and lady in their coach,

who waited for her at an appointed place ; the elder lady still

travelled with us to Lichfield. When we came to the inn,
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I was in a hurry for horses to carry us about seven miles far-

ther, to Rudgley. The good old lady seeing me about to move
off, said to me, " Sir, I can't part with you yet ; I must treat

you with a glass of burnt claret. I was somewhat fearful of

you at first, as strangers, as we are often treated somewhat
rudely by such in travelling; with them ; but really, sir, I never

travelled with more agreeable company, nor was better pleased

than with your conversation and behavior." I thanked her

for her great compliment. '' No, sir," said she, " it is no
compliment ; and I have been thinking how to acknowledge
your civility. Will a receipt of the best bacon in England
be acceptable to you ?" I answered her, " Yes, madam, with
my most hearty thanks for it." She sat down and wrote me
a receipt, which, when 1 came home, I scattered abroad ; and
from thence came all the right good bacon made in New
England.

Upon my journey, it was my custom to send to the parson

of the parish, after dinner, to come and take a glass of wine
with a stranger ; by which means I had the opportunity of

seeing and sounding several clergymen, and found them gen-
erally very empty, and warm Jacobites. I lodged at Rudgley
near a fortnight, and the lirst Sabbath attended the church
service of the place, one Mr. Taylor being curate ; and, as

my custom was, waited upon the parson after the service was
over, where I found four or five of the chief men of the parish.

Mr. Taylor soon fell into a high encomium of Dr. Sacheverel,

(who had a day or two before passed through Lichfield with
a numerous cavalcade, as in triumph,) whom he esteemed the

great defender of the church, which he thought would have
gone near to have been pulled down by the \Vhigs, if it had
not been for his famous (but really infamous) sernmn. I

made myself to ap|)ear to them as a stranger to, and very
much unconcerned about, the controversy. However, 1 ob-

served one thing to him, that I should have liked the Dr.
better, if in his speech upon his trial he had abode by his

principles in his sermon ; whereas it seemed to me, that they
did not well agree together. The parson said he could not
think it possible for the Dr. not to be true, and consistent

with himself. I asked him if he had seen the sermon and
speech. Me rej)lied, he had seen neither of them. I thought
so from his wild talk about them ; and thouiih I had both of

ibcm in my pocket, yet secreted them iron) him. One of
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the gentlemen present said, " Sir, I believe j'ou have had a
liberal education." I said to him, " Sir, I may not deny that

I have had the advantage of such an education as my country
affords, but am sorry I have made no better an improvement of

il." Upon which the parson abruptly took me by the hand,
and said, " Sir, let us take a turn into the garden." We did

so, and left the company. He sent for the bottle and glass,

and entertained me with idle chat about the flowers, &:c. ; so

I quickly withdrew, and went to my lodgings. Being come
there, I showed the gentleman of the house (who was one of
them at the parson's,) Dr. Sacheverel's sermon ; he had
scarce read a page before he broke forth into violent exclama-
tions against him, and thought he deserved to be hanged for

preaching and printing such stuff. (It is to be noted, that I

travelled with a long wig, a sword by my side with mourning
hilt, and black clothes,—the court being then in mourning
for the Prince of Denmark, Queen Anne's husband,—by which
means I was taken for a small courtier, and treated as such

by many country 'squires and knights I met withal.) The
Sabbath after I attended at a parish church, about three miles

distant from my lodging, where I heard a venerable, grave,

ancient gentleman, who preached much in the strain of our

Dr. I. Mather, with great plainness and fidelity, as one that

aimed at making his hearers real Christians ; which was a

rare thing to be heard in the Church. I waited upon him
after service, and found him and his aged wife two good, de-

vout Christians ; we spent the remainder of the day very

agreeably and profitably together. About sunset I was for

taking my leave ; the good old gentleman would, in his great

civility, accompany me, as I thought he designed, a few rods.

But when we had gone over half a mile, I said to him, " Sir,

I am ashamed to put you to so long a travel in your great

age ; I heartily thank you for your respects shown to me, and

wish you a good night." " No, sir," said he, " I cannot

part with you yet. I'll accompany you a little farther;" and

he did so, notwithstanding all 1 could say, till we came to my
lodgings. We refreshed ourselves a little after our walk, and

then he arose to return home. 1 thought myself obliged to the

like civility to him, and therefore accompanied him to his

house, being favored with a bright moon, and again bid him

a good night ; but the good old gentleman would walk with

me back again. When we arrived at a brook, about half

26
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way, I stopped and said to him, " Sir, jour goodness to me
is so great, that I am ashamed I cannot make you suitable

returns ; and though 1 have been entertained and pleased

with your conversation and company, beyond what I have

met with in England, yet I am even compelled, against my
inclination, to say, I would not take a step farther, unless he

allowed me to take leave of him." He replied, " Sir, though

I have been greatly gratified with your company, yet, since

it must be so, I wish you a good night ; and may the blessing

of God be with you." So we parted. I think the good

man's name was Ridgley, an excellent Christian, a man of

good learning, an apostolical preacher, of admirable meekness
and humility, and great civility. While I was at Rudgley,

1 visited Uitoxeter, Wolverhampton, and Burton, from

whence comes the best, stoutest, and finest ale in England
;

where, having occasion to converse with some lawyers, upon
the affairs which carried me there, I was taken by them for a

considerable lawyer. At length I returned to London.

There were many kind and pleasing proposals made to me,

besides that of madam Gardiner's, which I neglected, for the

same reason I did her's, my design to return in the ship I

came in. Mr. William Whitingham, (whom I knew in Bos-

ton,) had a pleasant seat and living at Boston, in Lincolnshire
;

and meeting me in London, strongly invited me to go with

him to his seat, and spend some time there, telling me the

journey should cost me nothing. Capt. Robert Robinson,

(formerly an apprentice to my good father, whose son, an ad-

miral, has married my brother's only daughter.) commander
of her Majesty's yatch, the Carolina, who then was about to

carry over to Holland the great Duke of Marlborough, with
other nobles, and their retinue, earnestly invited me to go
with him, assuring me my trip to Holland should cost me
nothing. But above all, the famous Mr. Rowe invited me
to bear him company to Agford, when he was going down to

marry the incomparable Philomela, whom I longed to see,

saying my journey should be no charge to me. All of which
I thought myself obliged to refuse, for the reason mentioned.
Yet I was persuaded to stay longer in London, and I let the

ship depart without me.

Attending at Dr. Brey's church, to hear Bishop Burnet, I

had the favor of the Bishop's blessing.

Praying, upon a Fast, at Mr. Reynolds's, and Mr. Hunt's,
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I was invited to sup with the ministers, which I did to my
great satisfaction with their learned and devout conversation :

when I took the opportunity of such a numher of grave di-

vines being together, to read to them, with their leave, the

history of Maucompus, the giant Indian, sent over by me,
from a learned, worthy divine of this country, as a specimen
of a work he was about to offer to the world ; but those

great men, while they acknowledged the vast reading and in-

genuity of the author, yet thought he was too credulous and
easily imposed upon, and therefore concluded this was no
recommendatiou of the larger work, from whence it was ex-

tracted.

When my Lord Wharton was about to ^o over to Ireland,

as Lord Lieutenant, he desired a gentleman of great learning

and ready wit, with whom 1 was particularly acquainted, to

look out an agreeable chaplain for him. The gentleman im-

mediately addressed himself to me, urging me to take the

gown, and embrace the opportunity of going his chaplain; for

he was the best natured nobleman in the kingdom, of regular

life, the greatest friend to the Dissenters, would treat me
with all goodness, and I should be in a fair way for prefer-

ment. After a considerable debate upon the affair, I said to

the gentleman, " Sir, you know I was bred a Dissenter ; and

I could make many exceptions to the articles, the rubric, and

the practices of the Church of England. Yet, to make
short of it, I had read all I could meet with on both sides of

the controversy, and was settled in my own judgment, but

was no bigot, as he knew ; and if he could give me any clear

proof, and tolerable satisfaction, that the great Head of the

church had empowered any man or number of men, civil or

ecclesiastical, upon earth, to give law to his church, to ap-

point the regimen, modes of worship, and what ceremonies

he or they pleased, I would turn Churchman to-morrow.

But since the only Head of the church seemed to me to have

reserved this power to himself alone, and ordered his minis-

ters to teach only what he had commanded, I thought myself

obliged to refuse coming under the yoke of bondage to any

merely human authority ; and therefore I could not accept

his kind offer." After weighing in his mind what I had said,

he found himself at a loss for a satisfactory answer, and said,

" Then I find I must look out for another ;" and this put an

end to our conference about it.
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In my conversation with some great merchants, I perceived

that there was something moved at Court that tended to the

prejudice of New England ; and they ohserved, we very

much wanted an Agent to appear on our hehalf, and that Mr.
Jeremiah Dummer, a courtier, and one intimate with the ex-

cellent ministry then at the helm, was as proper a person as

we could get, being our own countryman, of admirable capac-

ity, and diligent application. I immediately despatched let-

ters to the Governor, Speaker of the House, and some other

persons of figure and iiilluence, laid what I had heard before

them, and recommended Mr. Dummer to them ; upon which
he was presently appointed their Agent, and diverted what
was threatening to us. Two years after, in the latter end of

Queen Anne's reign, under her bad ministry, the Court seemed
to be fixed u})on taking away the New England charter,

when Mr. Agent Dummer appeared, and wrote a pamphlet,
showing that the New E^ngland charter was not an act of
grace from the throne, but a contract between the king and
our fathers ; that we had fulfilled our part of the contract,

and therefore it would be the highest injustice to deprive us
of what we had bought at the expense of so much blood and
treasure : which put a stop to the proceedings against us.

That piece was reprinted in the time of the struggle about
the stamp act ; and I counted myself happy in being, in some
small degree, instrumental in thus serving mv native country.

Nothing could be more obsequious and cringing, even to

meanness, than a great number of candidates for the ministry,

from Scotland and Ireland, were to the standing ministry to

put them into places. 1 have had several of them paying
their court to me, sometimes two or three in a morning before

I was out of bed, importuning me to open the way, to direct

and recommend them to settlements in New England. But
I let them know, that I looked upon myself a stranger to

their education and manners, and therefore I could not hon-
estly comply with their desires; and forasmuch as we had a

college which furnished both the churches and the magistry
with able men, it woid(A)e highly injurious to my Abna Mater,
for me to endeavor to supply the chinches from abroad, seeing
we needed them not.

When I was about to return home, I was earnestly courted
by several considerable merchants, and some West India
gentlemtm, of my acquaintance, to go into trade; and they
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offered to send by me what goods I pleased. One of them
went so far, as to engage sending a thousand a year sterling

from London, and all the rum and molasses from his large

plantation in Antigua ; and obliged me to take the name of

his overseer, and his orders upon him. But I thanked them
for their generous offer, and told them I wholly devoted my-
self to the service of God in the work of the ministry, and,

God assisting me, no worldly considerations should take me
off from it.

At length i took passage in the Buckingham Frigate, a ship

of about 250 tons, Ephraim Breed, couimander, which
sailed to Portsmouth, to be under the convoy of Commodore
Littleton, who was to take care of the fleet bound to the

West Indies. The latter end of July, I travelled in the stage

flying coach, which reached Portsmouth in one day; where
I stayed with three New England passengers about a month,

waiting for the convoy. While I was here, I was acquainted

with several families of good fashion, which treated me with

peculiar respects and goodness. Here I preached to the

dissenting church one part of a Lord's day, to good accept-

ance. There happened to be an army, under Lord Shannon,

lying at Cowes, bound to New England, and thence to

Canada. We four New England passengers had a great in-

clination to see it. We ferried over to Ryde on Saturday, and

travelled to Newport, on the Isle of Wight, where we visited

Carisbrook castle, an ancient and decayed pile, intending on

Monday morning to go to Cowes. Lord's day evening, as we
discoursed of our voyage to New England, our landlord over-

heard us, and said to us, " Gentlemen, I wish you are not

disappointed ; I heard the signal guns for sailing fired very

early this morning, and the wind was fair, but small." It

put us, as well it might, into a great surprise ; but it was too

late in the night then to think of going to Ryde, seven miles

distant ; we therefore went to bed, rose on Monday before

the sun, set away for Ryde. There we found the fleet had

come to sail the morning before ; but, in going round St.

Helen's Point, the tide was too strong for the wind, and they

were forced to come to anchor. What should we do now ?

Our clothtjs and effects were all on board ship, the wind fair

and stron^j, the fleet under sail, and no boat to carry us to

them. W'ithiii a quarter of an hour the ferry-boat from Ports-

mouth landed at Ryde ; but the wind was high, and the sea
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foaming. I begged of my companions not to lisp a word of

our being bound out with the fleet, and content themselves to

submit to my measures, or we should never get on board our

ship. They promised they would. I then went up to the

ferryman, as he landed, and said, " Ferryman, you have had

a hard passage of it. I s(;e your company are wet, and I sup-

pose you will not care to go off again presently." "No,
master," said he, " tiie wind and sea are turl)ulent ; I must
stay till it abates a little." We then mixed ourselves with

other company, and talked of a passage to Portsmouth. The
ferryman soon learned there were four of us men, bound over

to Portsmouth, as he thought ; which was a great fare with

him. I called for bread and cheese and a mug of ale, for

our breakfast, and sat down, seemingly very easy. Anon,
the ferryman came to us, and said, " Masters, if you are

bound over, the wind seems to be somewhat abated ; I think

we may go." I said to him, " Don't be in too great a hurry;

we shall be ready presently." He came a second time ; we
then rose and followed him into the boat. After we had got

a little way from shore, I said to my companions, " There is

an honest, worthy gentleman, bound off in that fleet ; I should

be very glad to take leave of him ;
perhaps we may never see

him again." " I should be glad to see him," said my com-
panions, one and all. 1 understood a small boat, and was
determined to take the helm myself, if fair means would not

prevail with him to carry us to the shij) ; and 1 think, in such

necessitous circumstances, I should have done nothing but what
was right. But I said, " Well, ferryman, what shall 1 give

you to take a run to that hindmost ship, that we may shake
hands with an honest gentleman ?" " O ! master," said he,

" the wind is high and scant, the sea so rough, and the dis-

tance so great, I cannot possibly go thither." " Come,"
said I, " I'll give you half a crown for it." " Indeed, 1 cnn-

not," said he. " \V«II," said I, "I'll give you a crown,"
which I knew was as nnich as he ordinarily got in two or

three days. He paused, and said, " Well, masters, to oblige

you, I w ill try w hat 1 can do ; but von must not detain me."
We told him we would not hinder him one (piarter of an

hour. So he steered for our shij), w hich lay by for us ; the

fleet being mostly round the Point. As soon as we got on

board, we gave him the crown, handed him a f\nv biscuit and
a bottle of rum, and then told him we would detain him no
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longer. He broke out, as in great anguish, " What ! am I

catched ?" We replied, " Yes, and we are well escaped

;

so fare you well." Had he known our circumstances, we
should have come off well at the price of a guinea a man ; so

biting are these sharpers.

We came to sail, soon got up with the fleet, and put in at

Torbay. I landed at Brixham, a poor small fish-town. The
second day came to sail, and put in at Plymouth on Satur-

day, and on the next day set sail upon our voyage, August
27. Took our departure from Scilly, Aug. 31, 1710. Sept. 5,

parted with the convoy, and the fleet separated on their dif-

ferent courses for their several ports, and we soon found our-

selves a lone ship. Our ship was either ill built, or ill loaded,

was so crank that she could not hold up her sides to a smart

gale ; we were often necessitated to settle our mainyard to

Portland, and once to strike our topmasts ; so that we had a

very long passage. Sept. 7, we saw a tall ship standing

after us, which we took for a French man-of-war ; but night

coming on, we altered our course and lost her ; a happy

escape, through a kind Providence. Sept. 23. Very hard

north-west wind, and a mountainous sea, which put us to

difliculties. Sept. 28. By bad steering, or a strong current,

or both, we fell so much southward of our course, as to make
the islands of Corvo and Flores. Oct. 14. Hoisted out our

boat, it being calm ; tried the current, found it set between

three and four knots to the south, something westward ; and

took two tortoises, about sixty weight apiece. Oct. 20.

Fell in with a large fleet, about four o'clock in the morning,

saw their top and poop lights, which stood away north-east.

We kept our course, and lost them by daylight.

Oct. 28 and 29. Many fowls, of different sorts, came about

us, and some lodged on our rigging. The water was of a

light green color, and we concluded we were on the banks,

in lat. 43"^ 11', long. 62*" 11'. We hoisted out our boat, and

sounded with 160 fathoms, but found no bottom. Oct. 30,

sounded again, but had no bottom. Nov. 6, about four

o'clock P. M., we got sounding in about Sb fathoms ;
brought

up hake's teeth and some shells. The captain being confined

with the gout, came not upon deck, but being told the depth,

and showed the bottom, he, with the two mates, and a captain

passenger, concluded we were in the South Channel ; and it

being a fair wind, the captain ordered such a course to be
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steered, saying, " We shall be a-breast with the table land of

Cape Cod by morning, and have the whole day before us to

run up the bay for Boston." Observinji the talk, of the several

officers, I confess I was greatly concerned in mind, lest we
should be runnins: amonir the shoals of Aantucket ; but I

said nothing to them, trusting in God, and not man, to pre-

serve us. Before we had stood our course three hours, a

strong north-west wind clapped all the sails a-back in a mo-
ment. We lay by for three or four days, kept the lead going

every watch, found little or no alteration in the depth of

water, and not much in the bottom brought up. Nov. 11th,

in the morninf^ watch, they biought up white sand ; upon
which they all agreed we were upon the back of INIartha's

Vineyard. I then asked them where they thought we were
when we set our course, upon our first getting soundings.

They answered me, we were certainly running upon Nan-
tucket shoals, and had we continued that course two hours

longer we should unavoidably have perished among them. I

then observed to them, what abundant cause we had of
thankfulness to a gracious God, who, in mercy to us, caused

the wind so suddenly to blow in our teeth, and stop our way,

though, doubtless, we some of us thought it against us. Let
this great deliverance which a good God has given us never

be forgotten by us.

The wind being favorable, we stood for the A ineyard, and

in about two hours raised it, and got to anchor that day, it

being Saturday, by one o'clock. Some of the j)assengers

crossed the ferry that afternoon, and set out for lioston
;

another passenger and myself chose to stay the Sabbath over

at the Vineyard. Tuesday morning we went over the ferry,

and put away on horseback for Boston. We travelled but

leisurely. As we drew towards Boston, we understood Thurs-

day was a day of public Thanksgiving ; we stopped at

Braintree, and attended tin; j)ublic service there ; and 1 ar-

rived at my good father's house, alter candle-lighting that

evening, just before they were going to sit down to supper.

And a joyful Thanksgiving it was, both to my jiarcnts and

myself;—to my |)ar(Mits and brethren, who had been in great

distress about me ; all the vessels, that came out with us, had

arrived, the last of them above a week before us : thou:;h tlii'

passengers who set out from the \ inevard, arrived at Boston

Nov. 14, and informed my parents 1 was well at the Vine-
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jard, and would be here in a day or two :—and to myself,

who, after a very tedious passage of eleven weeks, having
escaped the dangers of the sea, and the enemy, and been
signally preserved from perishing by shipwreck, was now
arrived safe, after more than a year and four months' absence,

to join with my good parents and brethren, on such a special

day, in our thankful praises to God for his great goodness
to us.

The Wednesday evening after I came home, I preached at

a private meeting of devout Christians, who monthly upheld
such meetings at each other's houses alternately, from Isaiah

XXXV. 3 0. The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads.

Which I considered as ultimately referring to the joy and
triumph, with which the redeemed of the Lord shall arrive

at the heavenly world, from all the dangers and temptations

they had met with in this; in which also I described my own
particular case, yet decently couched, with thankfulness.

There was a crowded house, of four rooms upon a floor, who
hung upon my lips. Soon after, I preached the same sermon

upon the Sabbath, at Mr. Colman's meeting-house, with great

satisfaction to the hearers.

A few days after my arrival, 1 waited upon Governor Dud-
ley at Roxbury, to pay my duty to him, and deliver some
books with letters 1 brought for him. He diligently inquired

of me about the circumstances of the times in England. I

gave him the best account I could ; and among other things

told him, the new ministry, St. John's and Harley, and the

others, were supposed by those who best understood affairs,

to be driving at the preparing the way for the Pretender, and

had persuaded her Majesty he was her real brother, and she

seemed to be willing to resign the crown to him ; that the

inferior clergy, were nineteen in twenty, in the Pretender's

interest ; and it was expected it would not be long before the

nation would be embroiled in a civil war upon the account.

He replied to me, " Child, you should not divulge such

things
;
you will endanger the bringing yourself into mis-

chief ;
you are too far from the Court, to know the secrets

of it." I said to him, " Sir, I do not make this common
talk, but I thought it my duty to acquaint jour Excellency

with it." Soon after King George I. came to the throne, in

the year 1715, the kingdom was invaded, and insurrections

27
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made in behalf of the Pretender. Meeting Governor Dudley

after the tidings arrived to us of the insurrection, among
other conversaiion, I said to him, " Sir, your Excellency may
remember some accounts I gave you of alTairs at home, which

you was pleased to check me for. What iloes your Excel-

lency think of it now?" " Ah, child," said he, "we old

men dream dreams, but you young men see visions."

The pulpits in Boston, and round about the country, were

soon open to me, so that between the public and private

preaching, I had constant employment. And it gave me some

diversion to hear (as I passed along the streets,) peoj)le in

their shops saying to one another, " How much better he

preaches now than before he went to England ;" though 1

often preached the sermons I had made before.

In the summer of 1711, there was a fair prospect, from the

generality of the people being fond of it, that 1 should have

settled at Reading. But a very worthy gentleman accident-

ally travelling through the town, they invited him to j)reach

to them the next Sabbath. He did so; and a wise Provi-

dence so ordered it, that when they came; to a choice, the

vote turned out for him. In the latter end of 1711, it was
concluded by my friends, from the aft'ection the people had

for me, that I should have been fixed at Jamaica, a parish in

Roxbury. I confess it pleased me, because it was within five

miles of Boston. But happening to attend a lecture at Rox-
bury, Governor Dudley, who saw me come in, threw open

his pew door to me. Some of the chief j)ersons of Jamaica

were present, and observing the respect the Governor showed
me, concluded I should be a Governor's man, as they called

it, and though ihey were particularly set for me before, yet,

from Gcme disgust they had to the Governor, altered their

minds, and threw me off. The latter end of 1712, the

people of Nevv'tnn !iad a great inclination to settle me among
them ; but. one of their chi;;IV. made a visit to , to con-

sult him about it; lie only ar.swercd with a forbidding shruij,

and so put an end to it. There were the prospects of my
settling in Gevt>r;jl other places ; but a good and wise Provi-

dence overruled it for the beet.

In the year 1713, a number of the brethren of the North

Church in Boston, to which I belonged, fourteen in number,

concluded, with the assistance of several cf tlie first men of

the church and congregation, to build a new meeting-house,
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with design to settle me in it. \ knew nothing of their de-
signs for me, till the house was raised ; when at the dinner,
to which I was invited, one of the chief of them said to me,
" Sir, 1 hope within a little while to see jou settled in this

new house." When the house was near finished, the aged
Dr. I. Mather sent for the aforesaid fourteen members, one
by one, closeted them, appeared against their settling a rnan-
ifesto* man, as he styled me because of the great friendship
Mr. Colman showed to me, and extorted from as many as
he could, a promise that they would not vote for me. By
the direction of the Mathers, the said fourteen men got into a
private room, and combined into a church. Soon after they
proceeded to the choice of a minister ; five of them gave
their votes for Mr. Webb, and four for me ; the other five

would not vote at all, because they had been made to prom-
ise they would not vote for me. So a minister was chosen,
and afterwards settled, by five persons out of fourteen, when
the other nine were evidently for another person. The con-

duct of the Mathers was wondered at by all. Within a few
days, I made a visit to Dr. C. M. as I generally visited him
once a week or fortnight ; and in all my visits to him, before

this, he never said one word to me about the new house, nor

I to him ; but now he opened himself to me, and said, "Mr.
Barnard, do you think we could easily bear to have the best

men in our house leave us, as Capt. Charnock, Capt. Bant,

Mr. Greenwood, Mr. Ruck, and it may be counsellor Hutch-
inson, and Mr. Troisel .'' No, sir, we cannot part with such

men as these." Which was a plain telling me, the grand

reason of their opposition to my settlement in the new house

was, the fear that those gentlemen would leave them to sit

under my ministry, in case I was fixed there ; as I understood

afterwards several of them designed. Soon after the choice

of Mr. Webb, 1 made a visit to Mr. R. in an evening, where

I found counsellor Hutchinson and his brother, E. Hutchin-

son, discoursing of the management of the affairs of the new
house; and presently counsellor H. applied himself to me,

saying, " It is cruel hard treatment, when the house was

built designedly for you, and most if not all the members of

the church aimed at settling you with them, to have it so

[* The church in Brattle Square, of which Mr. Colman was pastor, was for a while, in

contempt, called the Manifesto Church, from " A Manifesto or Declaration set forth by the

Undertakers of the New Church now erected in Boston in New England, Nov. 17, 1699."

Pub. Corn.'}
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clandestinely, and unjustly, contrary to their minds, wrested

from you. But I will see who shall be settled in it
;

(it is to

be noted that he had generously given the ground it stood

upon, but had not yet given them a deed for it,) I'll shut up

the doors of the house, and see who will dare to open them,

without my leave." I said to him, " Sir, you will greatly

endanger a controversy between you and your ministers, if

you should do so." He replied, with some warmth, " Sir,

I have already borne heavy things from them ; but this is too

much to bear calmly. If they will contend with me, my
back, is broad enough to bear it." I then said to him, " Sir,

I humbly entreat you to consider what will be the natural

efTect of it. It will disturb your mind, prejudice you against

your ministers, endanger your losing the benefit of their min-

istry, and will render you a sufferer in your best interest. I

therefore earnestly beseech you, sir, to engage in no contro-

versy with them upon my account ; but leave me to the care

of Divine Providence, which does all things well, and I trust

will provide for me." I saw he was pleased with my answer

to him ; and presently diverted the discourse another way.

I never knew till this time, that this honorable gentleman had

any particular regards to me, or was any ways inclined to

see me fixed in the new house. Within a few weeks he gave

the society a deed for the ground ; and they settled among
them a much better man than myself. And I was truly

thankful to God, that he was pleased to make use of me as

an instrument to (luench the flame that was kindling; which
doubtless would have burnt very fiercely, had it not been

stifled.

I preached in the new house, the second Sabbath of their

meeting, on May 23, 1714, from Gen. xxviii. 17. The ded-

ication of the house to the worship and service of God, and

the gate of heaven. Within a few years something ha|)pened

in Mr. Webb's conduct, about srttlinii a colleairui; with him,

which gave occasion to the Mathers repenting of their treat-

ment of me, insomuch that Dr. C. M. said, " Johnny Bar-

nard would not have treated tluMn so."

After so many disappointments, and being now turned of

my thirty-second year, I began to be discouraged, and think,

whether Providence designed me for the work of the minis-

try ; whether I was not called upon to lay aside my own in-

clination, and betake myself to sonu^ other business. But 1
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considered my parents' and my own solemn dedication to this

service ; and hearing from several parts of the country, that

many had been greatly profited by my preaching, and ministers

informing me, that this and the other person had given them
an account that my preaching such or such a sermon was the

means of their being first awakened, and turning into the

path of religion and virtue, 1 was encouraged to keep to my
studies, and go on in the work of the gospel, as I had oppor-

tunity, and to commit my case to God, and wait his pleasure.

I often thought, if my father's circumstances would have
afforded it, (which they would not,) I would live all my days

at Cambridge, near the College, and preach to any people

who needed help, but never come under the awful charge of

a church, but give myself wholly up to studying.

The aged and Rev. Mr. Samuel Cheever, pastor of the

church in Marblehead, needing assistance, the church and
town nominated Mr. Edward Holyoke, (now President,) Mr.
Amos Cheever, and myself, to preach to them, upon proba-

tion, for three months, alternately. The committee came to

me in August, 1714, to acquaint me with their design, and

desire my compliance with it. I went and preached to them,

August 11, and took my turn with the others, until the church,

in January, came to a choice, and the vote finally came out

for me ; and the town concurred in it, voting a salary. The
committee brought me the votes both of choice and mainte-

nance, and desired my acceptance of them. I thanked them
for their respects to me, and their generous provision for my
support ; but knowing there were two of the church, and

some chief men of the town, who swayed many others, were

very fond of settling Mr. Holyoke with them, which would

occasion a controversy among them, I deferred complying

with their request, and told them I would take some time

to consider it. Some months after, they came to me again

to receive my answer. I told them 1 had heard there was

a considerable strife in the town for the settling of Mr. Hol-

yoke, which was very discouraging to me ; and asked them,

if they thought the town was large enough to require another

house. They answered me, they believed there were

people enough to fill another house. I then asked them, if

they had any thing against Mr. Holyoke's settling among

them. They said, no ; if the vote of the church had turned

out for him, they should have been entirely satisfied. Then
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said I to them, " Why may not Mr. Holyoke's friends in

Marblt;head be allowed to build a house ibr him, as well as

the church enjoy their inclination to settle me with them ?"

They said if it could be done jieaceably, they had nothing

against it. Upon which I asked, if any of Mr. Holyoke's
Marblchead friends were in town. They informed me such

and such were come to treat with him. I then desired they

would seek them out, and aj)point a meeting with them,
either at Mr. Holyoke's, or my father's, and 1 would wait

upon them, in the evening, and try if we could compromise
matters. Accordinjjly all met at Mr. Holyoke's father's. [

told them what I had proposed ; and after some discourse

upon it among themselves, 1 said to them, " Gentlemen, if

you can amicably agree that IVIr. Holyoke shall settle among
his friends, 1 will accept the ofl'er of the church to settle with

them ; otherwise I know not how to comply with your re-

quest ; for I do not care to fix in a town under the disadvan-

tage of strife and contention." Mr. Holyoke then said, " If

Mr. Barnard will go to Marblehead, I will go also ; else not."

They presently fell into an agreement to build a new house

for Mr. Holyok(% and my friends promised to use their influ-

ence with the town to consent to it ; and so they parted good
friends.

Upon the 9th of November, 1715, I removed, upon the

people's desire, to Marblehead ; the day before Mr. Holyoke's

people first opened their new house, in which several neigh-

boring ministers kept a day of prayer for ilu' divine direction

and blessing upon their intended settlement. In .lanuary

following, Mr. Holvoke left his tutorship at the College, and
came to live in Marblehead, and was ordained the next April.

I carried on part of the labors of the Sabbath with my ven-

erable father Cheever, till I was ordained, .lulv 18, 1716.

When we returned Irom the public to his house, the good

man broke out, before all the ministers, *' Now, Lord, lettest

thou thy servant depart in peace ;" and having obtained help

from (Jod, 1 am continu(Ml to this day, ministering unto my
jjcople in much weakness, fear, and tremblJDL!; ; preaching

none oth(!r things than what the Law and tin; Prophets, .lesus

Christ and his Apostles, have made known ; ti'stifying both

to Jew ami (leniile, repentance towards God, and faith to-

wards the Lord .lesus Christ.

The.18th of September, 1718, I married Miss Anna Wood-
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bury, from Ipswich, an only child, whose parents were both

dead ; a young gentlewoman of comely personage, and good
fortune, but above all, strictly virtuous, and of admirable

economy ; who is yet living, though now crippled by paralytic

or rheumatic disorders in her right leg. It has pleased God
to deny children to us ; and we are satisfied with the divine

allotment, which is always wisest and best.

After my settlement, I found my hands full of employment

;

for though Mr. Cheever preached one part of the day, for

three or four years, yet all the work in the church govern-

ment, baptisms, and visiting the sick of a large congregation,

and attending the funerals, fell upon me ; besides our stated

lecture, in conjunction with Mr. Holyoke, the business of our

Association, and often calls to special services in the churches

of the neighborhood ; and for about five years before, as well

as after the death of Mr. Cheever, the latter end of May,
1724, the whole work lay upon me.

At a time when the old North Church, which always had

two ministers, was destitute of one of them, I happened to

be in company, at the Rev. Mr. Wellsteed's, in Boston, with

the honorable P. H. the chief man of that church. After

some pleasant conversation, he said to me, " Mr. Barnard,

would you be willing to leave Marblehead, and come to

Boston .^" Perceiving the drift of his question, I said to

him, " Sir, 1 think it would be always best for Boston

churches to seek throughout the country for the ablest and

best qualified ministers they can find, and invite and fix them

in their churches. Our fathers, in their early days, went

into this practice ; and I conceive there would be this advan-

tage arising from it, (besides that of Boston's being well

supplied,) that the young ministers of bright genius, settled

in poor country towns, and cramped in their studies, would

more diligently apply themselves to them, in hopes of prefer-

ment ; and so all the churches might fare the better."

" Well, sir," said he, with seriousness and earnestness, " will

you come to Boston, if we invite you thither .^" To which

I replied, " Though I think k will not be so well with us,

until we ^o into the practice i have named, yet, sir, I look

upon myself so strongly engaged to Marblehead, from their

kind treatment of me, that no prospect of worldly interest

shall prevail with me to leave them ;" which put an end to

the discourse upon this subject.
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The Rev. Mr. Holyoke lived in the strictest brotherly love

and friendship with me in our two separate churches in Mar-
blehead, till it pleased God, on March 23, in the year 1737,

to remove by death the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Wadsworth from

his Presidentship at the College, to a higher sphere of action

and honors, among the blessed above ; which necessitated the

Corporation and Overseers to look out for another proper

person to supply his place. Some of the Overseers and Cor-

poration were pleased to propose it to me to accept of the

Presidentship, informing me that many of them had their

thoughts upon me. But I gave them to understand that,

through long disuse, I looked upon myself so much unac-

quainted with college literature, as utterly incapacitated me
for that service, and therefore, I could not, in prudence nor

justice, accept of the offer, if it should be made to me : but

1 thought the Rev. Mr. Holyoke the fittest person for that

station of any 1 knew in the Province. And attending upon

President VVadsworth's funeral, I took the op|)ortunity, at

Cambridge, to mention the Rev. Mr. Holyoke to several both

of the Corporation and Overseers ; from which time he be-

came a candidate for the place, the eyes of the people being

generally fixed upon him. Some of the Boston ministers

were ready to think that the choice should be made out of

themselves, and could not well bear it that there should be

any thought about those who lived in the country ; and there-

fore made some exception to Mr. Holvokc, as that they should

vote for him if it were not for his principles. In the midst of

this public talk, I happened to be invited to Governor Bel-

cher's table. While we were sitting together, before dinner,

with a Boston minister present, his Excellency was pleased

to ask me, who I thought was a proper person for a Presi-

dent. I readily answered, " In my humble oj)inion there is

no fitter person in the Province than the Rev. Mr. Holyoke,

of Marblehead." Upon which the minister present said, '*
I

should think so too, were it not for his princij)les." I con-

fess I was nettled ; and said, " Sir, do you know of any bad

principles he holds .'"' He replied, "No; but he should be

glad to know bis princl|)les." I then said to him, with some

smartness, " Sir, I am surprised that a gentleman of your

character should insinuate bad principles of a brother, when
you say yoti know of none ; especially since that gentleman

has been approved as a valuable minister among us for above
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twenty years." His Excellency then asked me, what I

thought of Mr. Holyoke's qualifications. I answered him,
" May it please your Excellency, I think the grand qualifica-
tions for a President are, a virtuous, religious man, a man of
learning, a gentleman, and one of a good spirit for govern-
ment

; and all of these meet in Mr. Holyoke. He is univer-
sally known to be a virtuous, religious man ; and were he but
of common capacity with his brethren, yet his having lived
fourteen years at the College, and the greatest part of that
time a tutor there, gives him so much the advantage above
others, as leaves no room to call in question his learning.
That he is a gentlemen in his behavior, we all know, and so
fitted for converse with all gentlemen strangers, who visit the
College

;
and I know no man better qualified with a spirit for

government, who knows how to treat his equals and inferiors

with due civility, while he preserves a proper distance."
" Well," said his Excellency, " Mr. Barnard, I agree with
you in your qualifications of a President ; and if a man had
all the learning of Cicero, and sanctity of St. Paul, but was
destitute of a spirit for government, he would not be fit for

that place. But," said his Excellency, "will you vouch,
Mr. Barnard, for Mr. Holyoke's Calvinistical principles ?"

To which I replied, " If more than thirty years' intimacy,
and more than twenty years' living in the same town with
him, and often conversing with him, and scores of times hear-
ing him preach, can lead me into the knowledge of a man's
principles, I think Mr. Holyoke as orthodox a Calvinist as any
man ; though I look upon him too much of a gentleman, and
of too catholic a temper, to cram his principles down another
man's throat." " Then," said his Excellency, " I believe

he must be the man."
May 30, 1737. The Rev. Mr. Edward Holyoke was

unanimously chosen President of the College by the Corpo-
ration ; and June 2d, as unanimously accepted by the honor-

able and reverend Board of Overseers. June 8th, a Commit-
tee from the Board of Overseers came down to Marblehead,

to treat with Mr. Holyoke and his people about his accepting,

and compliance with the choice they had made, and their

relinquishing their right in him. His people met together

about the important affair ; sent for me to pray with them
upon the occasion ; and notwithstanding all that could be

said to them, they voted not to part with him. Another

28
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Committee from the Board of Overseers came to wait upon

Mr. flolyoke and his people, if it might be, to obtain his

removal to the College. The church and people had their

meeting the day after the Committee came, and again sent

for me to oj)en their meeting with prayer to God to direct

them in what was before them. I endeavored to adapt my
prayer to their circumstances, and pleaded, if it were agreeable

to the divine will that his servant should be fixed at the head

of the College, he would please to overrule the hearts of his

people to deny themselves for the sake of the more universal

serviceableness and benefit of the country, and all the church-

es in it ; leaving it to the infinitely wise and good God to

make up to them abundantly, what, for his sake, they were
willing to part with. And now they voted that their beloved

pastor might remove to the College, if he saw cause for it.

July3\. My brother Holyoke gave his people to under-

stand that he looked upon what had happened as a clear call

from God to leave them ; and accordingly took leave of his

people, and went to Cambridge, to prepare for his removal
;

and accordingly, September 7, removed his wife and family

to the President's house, and took the College under his care,

which has greatly Nourished under his administration ; which,

through the divine favor, he continues in to this day. After

his removal, some persons asked iiis people, how they were
persuaded to part with so valuable a man ; who returned for

answer, " Old IJarnard prayed him away."
Mr. liolyokc's church and congregation iiaving heard sev-

eral candidates for the ministry, on the 2d of November kept

a day of prayer, to seek direction and a blessing from God in

the choice of another minister ; the services of which were
carried on by several neighboring ministers, and 1 |)reached to

them upon that occasion. The 7th of Nov(;mber, the church

and congregation met, and chose Mr. Simon iJradstiect,

son of the l\(;v. Mr. Simon Hradstreet, of Charlestown,

for their pastor; and on the 1th of .lanuary, 17o!5, he was
solemnly .separated to the work of the ministry and pastoral

office in that church, by ihc laving on of mv hands, and the

hands ol the elders, met in Council upon tliat occasion, who
appointed mc Moderator, and to give the Charge. The
Kev. Mr. hradslreot j)r()ves a most NNonhv, |)ious, devout

Christian, and faithful pastor, aiming and laboring to win over

his people to God, aud Christ, and holiness ; has the hearty
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affections of his people, equal to what Mr. Holyoke had ; and
continues to this daj, laboring in word and doctrine among
them ; with whom also I live in brotherly correspondence.

I have attended many ordinations, and have been chosen
moderator and ordainer at most of them. Numerous Coun-
cils I have been called to by contending churches, where we
have generally, though not always, restored peace. I will

venture to mention to you a few of them.

A Council was called to sit upon a case wherein a minister

had suspended a deacon and a captain from communion for

their ill treatment of him, and bad language to him. (if I

should mention the instances, it would surprise you.) Dr.

Colman's, Mr. Foxcroft's, Mr. Webb's churches, out of Bos-
ton, our church, Mr. Prescott's, Mr. Chipman's, from the

neighboring towns, were called. The Boston churches came
with six, eight, and ten messengers ; we in the country, with

one or two at the most. They were strangers to the people and
the circumstances of the affair ; they came prejudiced against

the minister for his tyranny, as they called it, though he was
really one of the humblest, meekest men upon earth. We
knew both minister and people, and their circumstances,

having been upon Council there before, upon a like occasion.

The Boston churches carried all the votes very strongly against

the minister for his tyranny in punishing two such brethren so

severely upon so slight an occasion, as they esteemed it. I

informed them, that the neighboring churches had sat in

Council, upon an affair like this, (I mean a quarrel, though

not a suspension,) wherein these two men were concerned
;

that we had treated them with all gentleness and goodness,,

convinced them of their error, and brought them to acknowl-

edge their fault ; that therefore those two brethren were to

be considered as upon their good behavior ; and their falling

into the same fault, with more of ill will and behavior, was a

great aggravation of their present crime. But the Boston

churches went on condemning the minister and clearing the

brethren. I observed to the moderator, I was afraid if they

proceeded after this manner, (for we of the country voted

not with them,) they would entirely ruin the success of the

ministry in this place. When the people saw that their min-

ister was so sharply reproved and severely condemned, (as he

was in their votes,) for no just cause, and the brethren ac-

quitted of all blame, though there was abundant occasion to
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condemn them, they would look upon him as unworthy of the

ministerial office. They replied, they could take care of that

in the Result. We spent the day, and the whole night, till

the sun shone in at our windows, ere we had finished the de-

bates, and all the votes were passed. Then the Boston

churches rose, pocketed the papers, got their horses, and were
going from us. I said to them, " Gentlemen, remember
there is no Result drawn." The moderator said, " We have

the papers and votes, and can draw a Result out of them at

Boston." I replied, " Can you, sir ? Assure yourselves,

there will be some of us so faithful, as publicly to inform the

world, that it was not the Result of this Council." The
Dr. was quite sick, and forced to stay, and in complaisance to

him many others stayed also, though some ministers and

brethren were gone from us. I was greatly concerned at the

deplorable state of this church, took the Rev. Mr. Webb
aside, and showed him wherein we now left them worse than

we found them. He agreed in my sentiments. 1 then pro-

posed to him for us to try if we could bring the minister and

brethren to an agreement among themselves ; that he should

take the two brethren, (for they esteemed him their peculiar

friend,) and try what he could brin*; them to ; and I would
use my endeavors with the minister. I soon found the hum-
ble minister ready to comply with any reasonable methods to

restore peace, and to ask forgiveness, if he had said or done

amiss. Mr. Webb labored above an hour with the brethren

in vain ; and prevailed with me to try what 1 could do with

them. I went into the room where they were with others,

and after salutation, sat down, and fell into transient discourse

with the mixed company, and gradually brought on the pres-

ent aflair, without applying to any in partii-ul.ir. I perceived

the deacon, in his discourse, stood much ujion his honor. I

then applied myself directly to him, and said, "Deacon, 1

am persuaded you never did voursclf so much honor in all

your life, as you would do, if you would but be a littU; active

and condescending in healing this breach." He said, "
I low

so, sir ?" I endeavored to show him how. Hi; seemed to

listen to me. I thouiiht it best sirikinir while the iron was
hot, and said, " Come, deacon, shall i draw up something

for you both to sign, which I think will heal tin; breach ?"

He said, " You may, if you jjlease." Accordingly, I drew a

very general acknowledgment, read it to him, and he made
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exceptions to the words, " our reverend pastor." I said to

him " Mr. was certainly the pastor of their church, as

he was a deacon of it, and why then should he not be styled

so ?" Then he said the minister ought to acknowledge his

fault, as well as they. I assured them, that he was very

ready to do it. Upon which they both signed the writing.

Having, through divine assistance, overcome the difficulty, I

went with them immediately to the Council, whom I had
persuaded to stay ; and sent for the minister from another

room, who presently came. I then said, " The deacon and
captain were willing to do themselves the honor of putting

an end to this controversy ; and I. knew the minister stood

ready to join with them in it ; therefore I would read to them
what the brethren had to offer." I then began to read the

draught they had signed ; and at the word pastor, the deacon
said, " Pastor ! pastor ! he is none of my pastor." " Well,

deacon," said I, " we will then say, the reverend Mr. ."

" Reverend !" said the deacon, " I can't call him reverend."

Upon which one of the brethren of the Council, who had

been warm in the deacon's favor, hastily started up, and was
about to utter what I thought would spoil all. 1 therefore

beckoned to him, with my hand and eye, to sit down, and

say nothing ; he took my meaning, and sat down. Then I

proceeded,—" Come, deacon, though you don't allow him to

be a pastor and reverend, yet we all do, and in respect to us

you should let the words stand." He consented to it. I

then read all over again, and the deacon and captain acknowl-

edged it as theirs, and that they had set their hands to it.

The Council gladly received it. The minister then humbly

expressed his sense of his own weakness, and feared that, in

the day of temptation, he had not conducted himself as he

should have done ; and begged his brethren's forgiveness,

wherein he might have said or done any thing offensive to

them ;
" and from this time," said he, " my brethren, let us

live in love and peace."

As soon as the parties were gone out of the room, the

gentleman whom I stopped, said to me, " Sir, I did not think

the deacon had been such a kind of man ; he should never

have had my votes, if I had known his temper and behavior,

which I have now seen something of" I smiling, told him,

" We of the neighborhood knew him, and therefore could not

vote with them." The Council thanked me for the pains I



226 Autobiography of

had taken, and rejoiced in the happ)' issue which Providence

had brought the difficult affair to ; and 1 bless God, that he

was pleased to improve so weak an instrument in restoring

peace to a dividi^d ciiurcii.

Another church having a dilTRuIt alTair before them, wiierein

many of thcin were offended witli their minister, newly set-

tled, upon presumj}tions that he had * * *^ j,jter

a Council of churches in the neighborhood, and the churches

of Boston, failed of issuing the matter, the said church agreed

with the aggrieved brethren to call our church, Mr. Holyoke's,

and Mr. Prescott's, more than eighty miles ofi, and four of

the neighboring churches, all of which had not yet been con-

cerned in the affair, to sit in Council, and give our judgment,

and bound themselves to abide by our Result. The distant

churches went the journey, though in the depth of winter,

and when we came to the jilace, found that none of the

churches of the neighborhood had seen cause to meet us. It

seems, the aggrieved hearing of our coming, which they did

not expect, laid discouragement in the way of their neighbors,

and prevented their coming. We adjourned from Thursday

evening to the next Monday, eleven o'clock, to give ()|)i)ortu-

nity to send to those churches, and desire them to give us a

meeting. The messenger from the aii;grieved, as we learned

by one that accompanied him, rather discouraged than en-

couraged them to come to us. However, one of them, the

Rev. Mr. Brown, came on Monday. The next day, we
formed the Council, chose one Moderator, and entered upon

business. The aggrieved being called in, and asktul what

they had to lay before us, one of the chief of them said to

me, " iSir, i think you ought not to act here, because you

have given your judi^ment already." 1 asked him, " Where-

in?" He said, "
I heard you should say, you would travel

a thousand miles to save a man from being condemned with-

out any evidence; against him." 1 told him, " I believed I

had said so ; but, sir." said 1, " is this your case ?" Having

heard what they had to say on both sides, 1 took vnrv to draw

cverv V()t(; as j)lain and strong as j)ossible, lounchd on a text

of Scri()ture, |)ointe(l to in tin; margin ; and every vote passed,

without exception from one of the Council. 'I'hey then put

me upon drawing the llesuli, which was done so that every

member of the COuneil concurred in it ; the texts being

placed in the margin of the Result. We then went into
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public, read our Result, and observed to them, they could not
but know it would have been unrighteous in us to condemn
any man, when there was no evidence against him, and they
themselves had been so cautious, as to desire we would ob-

serve they did not accuse him ; exhorted them to live in

peace
;
prayed with and for them ; and then left them with

copies of our Result : and the good end was very much an-

swered. When the copy of the Result was laid before the

Boston ministers, the Rev. Peter Thacher, of Boston, was
pleased to say, " He thought there had not been more of the

presence of God in any Council, since the Apostles' days,

than was in this ; and he looked upon the Result as a pattern

to all Councils for the time to come." So it pleased God to

make use of weak instruments, that the power may the more
evidently appear to be of him. To God be all the glory.

I will mention one more instance wherein I was concerned^

between a minister newly settled, and some of his church,

who taxed him with impure speech and action, before his or-

dination. One of the offended waited upon him alone, told

him the crime, and desired Christian satisfaction
; but ob-

tained none. He then took two of the brethren with him,

went to the minister, charged him with the crime, and desired

satisfaction, before these brethren. They received none

from him. This was followed with an open rupture in the

church. A Council was called, some of the Boston churches,

and others, of which our church was one. Somebody had

advised the minister to bring an action of slander and defa-

mation against the brother that had waited upon him, desiring

satisfaction. He had no more thought than to comply with

the advice. The affair was now depending with the Coun-

cil. Dr. C. Mather wrote to me, as nearest to the place of

the Court's sitting, (at Salem,) to attend the Court, and

endeavor to prevent their proceeding in it. I did so ; and

dining with the Court, I observed to the Judges, that when
such an action came on, I had somewhat to offer, with their

leave, if they would please to let me know when. They
told me I should have liberty, and they would notify me in a

proper time. In the afternoon the action was called. The

attorney for the plaintiff opened the case. I asked leave of

the Court to ask the plaintiff a question. They gave me

leave. I then asked the minister " If he knew of any other

time and company, wherein he accused him, besides that of
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his taking two brethren with him, when he came to his lodg-

infjs." He answered me, " He knew of no otiier." " Then,"
said I, " your action is wholly grounded upon that r" He
said, " Yes." The defendant's attorney pleaded his cause

well enough, but with many fleers upon the ministry and our

churches; (the attorney l)elonged to the Ciiurchof England.)

When he had done, the Chief Judge said to me, "Mr. Bar-

nard, now is as good a time as any to offer wliat you have

to say in this case." I paid my respects to the Court, and

delivered my speech, (the copy of which 1 have by me,) the

substance of which was, " That as this honorable Court were

Christians, they could not but be concerned for the welfare of

the church of Christ, and I was well assured would do noth-

ing to hurt it ; that this particular case was evidently in the

hands of the church, and by them referred to a Council of

churches, who now had it imder consideration ; that if the

civil authority should think fitting for them to take such a

case out of tlu; hands of an ecclesiastical process, there

would be an utter imj)ossil)ility of laying conviction before

an olTending broth(;r, and every church, of every denomina-

tion, would be precluded from observing the laws of Christ,

and so his laws be rendered absolutely useless ; which I

hoped no Christian magistrate would ever attempt. They
had heard out of the plaintill's own mouth, that his action

was founded altogeth(^r U|)on w hat a brother had done in an

exact conformity to the divine law. And therefore 1 prayed

the Judges to dismiss the action." Mr. Webb, who was sent

from Jioston on purpose, and was now by me, said to the

Court, " He joined in my sentiments and recjuest." The
Judges immediately threw the action out of Court, being glad,

as th(>y expressed it, to get rid of so dirtv an affair. Then
one of the lawyers said openly in the Court, '' My sjieech

smelt damnably of the lamj)." Thus haj)pily did this matter

issue, res[)ecting the ("onrt : but it went on in the Council,

and how it was managed there, I cannot say, because through

indisposition, I could not attend.

Many a time, when contentions iiave been kindling in some
of our eluirches, and some of the brethren have eome to me,

laid thc^ir case before me, and asked my advice, instead of

giving them any, I have designedly asked them such cjues-

tions as would draw advice; out of their own breasts, and

wrote to their minister ; by >vhich means the smothering fire

has been extinguished.



the Rev. John Barnard. 229

So long ago as the year 1727, I understood that Mr. John
Checkley (who was fixed afterwards in jour parts, and pos-
sibly known to you,) was gone over to England to take
orders, and (as I was told at Boston,) with an eye upon
Marblehead Church of England, which was then destitute.

I knew the man to be void of a liberal education, though he
had got some Latin at school, and that he was an indefatigable
enemy to the churches of this country, and a Non-juror to the
British Government ; for which reasons I consulted the Rev.
Mr. Holyoke, and we agreed to write to Dr. Gibson, then
Bishop of London, if possible lo prevent so troublesome a
man coming among us. Accordingly, I drew a letter, which
Mr. Holyoke signed with me, and sent it, unsealed, enclosed
in another, to Mr. Henry Newman, a very worthy gentleman,
whom I knew in England, desiring him, if he approved of it,

to seal it and deliver it to his lordship ; but if not, to destroy
it. Mr. Newman wrote me word that he not only highly

approved it himself, but his lordship, when he had read it,

expressed himself as greatly pleased with it ; and desired him
to acquaint us that, if he could find time, he would write us

an answer with his own hand, (which he did not,) and inform

us that he would take special care to appoint for the church
in our town, a good man, of catholic temper, and loyal to

the Government ; and it seemed, by Mr. Newman's letter,

as if his lordship had his eye upon Mr. Price, who soon after

was sent to Boston. But the Church of England in Marble-

head, hearing of Mr. Pigot, at Providence, agreed with him,

and sent to his lordship to appoint him for them. He com-
plied with their request, and he was fixed for a time among
them, till he run from them. The consequence of our letter

was, the Bishop inquired of our former Governor Shute, then

in London, and finding we had wrote the honest truth, in our

character of Mr. Checkley, refused to admit him to orders
;

though afterward the Bishop of Exeter (if I mistake not)

did, and sent him to Narraganset. Thus our town, and the

churches of this Province, through the favor of God, got rid

of a turbulent, vexatious and persecuting-spirited Non-juror.

Blessed be God for his kind dealings with us ! I have the

copy of the letter by me.

In the time of the Whitfieldian ferment, in 1741, I was
enabled, by the grace of God, so to conduct, as not only to

preserve my own fliock in peace and quietness, but to prevent

29



^30 Autobiography of

the other church in town, and their minister, from being

thrown into the like disorders and confusions, in which so

many towns and churches in the countr)' were involved ; and

when the ministers at the Convention proposed to draw up a

public Testimony against several errors and bad practices

prevalent among us, they made use of my hand for the draught.

When some of tlie ministers, very hot in their thought of the

good work in the land, taxed me with opposing the work, of

God, I told thorn I sincerely endeavored to think as they did
;

but since 1 could not, 1 hoped, as 1 was content they should

think as they saw cause, they would allow me also to think

for myself. I also preached a sermon, at the Boston lecture,

in March, 1742, upon Zeal for Good Works, which was im-

mediately published, and proved very much the occasion of

checking many of the disorders in several places ; and for

which [ have received more thanks and compliments, from

several parts of the country, and from gentlemen whom I

knew not, than for any thing I ever did. The phrases of
" zeal guifled by knowledge, tempered with prudence, and
accompanied with charity,'''' sounded in the pulpits in Boston,

and in the country churches, many months after. Nor have

I been without high expressions of commendation, from some
of the most judicious ministers, for my volume of the Mystery

of the Gospel. When my book, of the Confirmation of the

Truth of the Christian Religion, came over from London,

bound in royal octavo, the very Rev. Dr. Colman said upon
reading it, " they were more than royal sermons." I printed

also a volume upon The Imperfection of the Creature, and
the Exceeding Breadth if the Divine Commandment, to good

acceptance. I have given the world A New Version of David''s

Psalms, which has been greatly commended for its plainness,

tolerable poetry, and great strictness to the original ; inso-

much that the Kev. Mr. Prince told me, that it more strictly

agreed to the original than any of twenty versions he had

seen ; and the reverend Messrs. Mather, Byles, and Cooper,

said they were the best thi^y knew for a public congregation.

There are also more than twenty single sermons I have printed,

which 1 hope will be of some service among our people.

After the suj)pr('ssion of the Rebellion by the battle of

Cullodcn, the Convention of ministers at Boston thought it

proper for them to addr(;ss King O'eorgo 11. with their con-

gratulations, and thankful acknowledgments of the divine
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favor to his Majesty and the nation, in that signal victory,

under the conduct of the Duke of Cumberland, to express

their firm allegiance to his Majesty, and their fervent prayers

for his long life and happy reign ; when being appointed one
of the committee, my poor hand was employed to form the

draught.

In the spring of the year 1745, the Government sent to-

me, desiring me to go one of the chaplains in the expedition

against Louisburgh. I laid the matter before my church,

telling them I would go or stay, according as I should know
the mind of God by their actions. They unanimously ap

peared against my going, from the difficulties attending that

service at my age, being then in my 64th year ; for which
reason I was obliged to deny the Government's request.

Some years ago, tlie Convention of ministers proposed the

raising a fund, for the propagating of the Gospel among the

Six Nations of Indians, bordering upon the lakes, who were
in friendship with us, and the forming of a Corporation to

manage that affair. Being one of the committee, I was put

upon draughting the scheme. It met with an unexpected stop

for a while ; but when it pleased God to give success to our

arms against Canada, both ministers and people thought them-

selves more than ever obliged to attempt the proselyting

these nations to the Christian faith and manners, and therefore

some of the ministers in Boston consulted with some prime

gentlemen there about it, who readily came into it, and about

thirty were designed for a Corporation. They sent to me to

know if I would be one of the Corporation. I sent them

word they might make use of my hand and purse, as they

pleased ; and, if I lived to come to Boston, I would confirm

it. They made use of my draught, with what alterations I

know not, addressed the Government to grant them the powers

of a Corporation, upon their plan. The Government granted

their request. Could they have been contented with this, all

would have been well and none would have given disturbance

to them. But they thought it would be more safe and hon-

orary, to have the sanction of his Majesty to what the Gov-

ernment had done, and therefore sent it over to the King, re-

questing his hand to it. I wish somebody had not designedly

at first started that motion on purpose to prevent the design

taking place ; for upon its being laid before the King, Arch-

bishop Seeker appeared strongly against it, as only a design
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to propagate the Dissenting interest, and so quashed it, wiui

a prohibition to the Government's granting a charter for the

intended purpose. Would such a man as Archbishop Seeker

have appeared against such a truly noble, pious, charitable

design, if he had not had intimations (though false ones) that

the real intent was to counterwork the propagation of the

Church of England in America r They knew well, how
vilely they abused the charity for the Propagating the Gospel

in Foreign Parts, chiefly to encourage and support their

church in opposition to the established churches (which they

call Dissenters,) in America, and concluded we should imi-

tate them ; but we abhorred the thought of it. However,

this pretence crushed one of the most charitable designs that

could be. So, like the dog in the fable, they neither eat the

hay, nor suffered the generous horse to eat it.

Though I suffered greatly by the depreciating of the

wretched, false paper medium, to the loss of several hundred

of pounds yearly, which I spent in the service of my people,

out of my own stock, yet, when the change came on of a

silver currency, and two of the chief of my people came to

me, and desired me to give them an account of what I had

received, as stipend, from my first settlement, and by compu-
tation found they fell seven hundred and forty pounds sterling

short of their engagement to nie, and asked me what they

should do in the case, "for," said they, "it is a due del)t,"

I frankly forgave all that vast debt, and gave them under my
hand that I did so, saying to them, " I sought not theirs, but

them."

My church and congregation have once or twice been in

danger of being thrown into a controversy ; l)ut a good and a

wise God has been pleased so to direct me, in the manage-
ment of the affairs, that the fire, has been (juenched before it

broke out into a flame ; though 1 had some of the chief and

stubbornesi spirits to deal with ; and now for more than one

and fifty years we have enjovcd as ijreat peace and unitv

among us, as any church in (he country.

From November, 1702, to November, ITGG, sixty-four

years, through the distinguishing goodness of God, I have

never been eonfmed by any sickness to my bed ; though I

have been exercised with many pains and some special weak-
nesses at times; as in the year 17.'32, 1 was visited with the

sciatica, for ten weeks together, and yet performed my public
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services through all that time, though forced to stand upon
one leg, while in the pulpit, the pain being so great I could

not bear to extend the other to the ground. I consulted the

physicians of the town ; went to Boston, to the funeral of

my excellent father, took the opportunity of consulting the

ablest physicians there ; found some directed to bleeding,

some to a course of physic, but all agreed that possibly a
blister might help me. When I came home, I thought what
they all agreed in was most likely to serve me, and therefore

put on a very large and strong blister, about two inches below

the pain, upon the thick of my thigh, which, through the

blessing of God, thoroughly cured me ; so that I have never

been affected with that disorder since. Possibly this may be

serviceable to others in a like case. In the summer of 1746,

1 had contracted, by my much and strong speaking, such a

weakness in my diaphragm, and it may be some other organs

employed in speech, that 1 was in danger of losing the power

of audible speech ; for which reason my kind people desired

me to desist preaching for a month or two, or more if wanted,

and they would supply the pulpit the meanwhile at their own
charge. I complied with their desire, and in this time trav-

elled to Rhode Island, and what with my rest from public

labors, and my travelling, through the blessing of God, I re-

covered such a firmness of strength as to return to the service

of the pulpit in about two months.

We have had our Sabbaths and New Moons constantly ob-

served with us, throughout the long time I have been here

;

except twice by a sudden cold arresting me, when my people

were forced to attend at the other house ; and 1 never left

my people without help, but one Sabbath, when upon a jour-

ney, through the unhappy failure of one I had good reason to

depend on, I left them destitute. So constant have I been

in the labors of the pulpit throughout the course of my time,

that I have been often years without any assistance ;
and

once, I find near eight years, wherein I have not had so much

as the relief of one half day. As to my charities, I always

thought the tenth of my income due to our great Melchise-

deck. My private ones are known unto God ;
but there is

one way of service I will venture to tell you of; I have geii-

erally kept two boys of poor parents at school, and by this

means have been instrumental of bringing up, from unlikely
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families, such as have made good men and valuable members
of the commonweallh.

Tlie Church of England was set up in Marblehead about

the time 1 moved into it; and designing to cultivate a good

understanding with their minister, 1 found him neither a

scholar nor a gentleman, but a poor, mean bigot, with whom
we could have no intimate correspondence ; of such beha-

vior as he was forced to run awaj from his people in a lew

years. Their second minister was something of a scholar

and gentleman, but, at his first coming among us, very shy

of us, and upon all occasions declaiming against the Dissen-

ters. However, being of good moral behavior, 1 visited him,

conversed with him, till we became free with one another.

Then I took an opportunity to ask. him, what was the occa-

sion of his being so warm against us, at his first coming ?

" Why sir," said he, " you must not wonder at it. when you
consider that before I came over to vou, I was filled with the

conception of you as an heathenish, irreligious people, full of

spleen and rancor against the Church of England ; but when
I had been among you some time, I found you a virtuous, re-

ligious, civilized people, and of moderate temper towards the

church ; and therefore I thought proper to alter my conduct."

We li\;ed in good friendship with one another, till, in hopes

to better his circumstances, he removed to Virginia. Their

third minister* had pretty good school learning, having been

usher in his father's grammar school, but never educated at

the Universities, nor knew any thing o\ arts and sciences be-

yond the school ; and was a worthless man, with whom we
had customary correspondence, but no intimacy. He also,

for some reasons known to himself, anon run away from his

people. Their fourth ministerf was a Scotch gentleman, of

great learning ; and being oriijinally of the Kirk of Scotland,

still retained some fondness for it, and therefore, though true

to the Church of England, yet far from a bigot. With him

we lived in close friendsliip, till upon some jirospect and in-

vitation to what he thought better aecommddations, he also

left his church and went to INIaryland. \\ hieh occasioned

their sexton to say, " Their church was the healthiest church

in the country, for they never buried a minister yet, though

they had had four, who all nni away." I held some corres-

[• Mr. Pigot t Mr. Mnlcom. See 1 Mnw. Hist. Coll. VHI. 17.—Pub. Com.]

I
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pondence, by letters, with the second and fourth, after they
were gone from us ; and in their letters to me they both
lamented their unhappiness in being deprived of our company.

Their fifth minister was the worthy Mr. Bours, of Rhode
Island, bred at our College ; a man of an excellent temper,
good learning, and great piety ; whose good carriage gained
more to the Church of England than in all the years that

preceded him. My people were very fond of him, and kind
to him

; insomuch that the church minister has told me, he
received more presents from my people than from his own

;

and I and Mr. Bradstreet (of the other church in the town,)
maintained the strictest brotherly love and friendship with
him. The last time he was abroad, among other things, he
told me, though his brethren at Boston had hitherto hindered
him, yet he was determined with himself to attend our Lec-
ture for the future, as he had opportunity ; as we had often

attended his funerals, and some of his red letter services. It

pleased God, the next day, he was confined by sickness,

(though he had complained of a strange pain in his bowels,

for some time before,) and in a few days expired. A grievous

loss ! Being one of the pall-bearers at his funeral, after our

return to the house, one of the chief of his people, in the

name of the others present, asked me to give them my ad-

vice what they should do to supply his place. I freely said to

them, though they could not expect I should advise any bred

among us, to take orders for their church, yet I could heartily

advise them to seek and procure such an one, if they could
;

because he would be better acquainted with the manners and

humors of the people, and know how to adapt himself to

them, than a foreign missionary. I saw that a foreign mis-

sionary, present with us, changed countenance upon it. I

therefore added, though we may have men of great learning

and probity sent among us, (such was he that colored,) yet

one of our own, having a more thorough knowledge of the

disposition of our people, would better suit them. Upon
which a missionary, bred among us, replied, " I think you

are right, Mr. Barnard ; such an one will best know how to

adapt himself to the people." The church followed the ad-

vice, and procured Mr. Weeks, a virtuous, learned, sweet-

tempered gentleman, with whom we live as brethren. And
may a good God spare him long a blessing to them.

My kind flock, sensible I had begrudged no labors while I
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had been among them, were very forward, some years ago,

to have afforded me what help in the ministry I pleased, at

their own charge, and often moved it to me. I gave them to

understand, that I was not willing to put tiiem to more charge

than needs must ; but was willing, while God was graciously

pleased to continue my abilities of body and mind, to spend

myself in their service. But in the beginning of the year

1760, in my 79th year, I acquainted my church that, finding

my strength decaying, and not knowing how suddenly I might

be taken from them, 1 thought it would be best, l)oth for them
and me, to have some constant assistance. They immedi-

ately provided help for me. And having heard several can-

didates for the ministry, I found that, alter hearing Mr. Job
Whitney once, a very great number of my people were very

strongly set in their affections lor him ; and, after a second

hearing of him, were so eager as to urge that he might be

forthwith ordained to the work of the ministry among us
;

even the very next week; there being nothing, they thought,

to hinder it. Several of the chief both of the church and
congregation, were not so fond of him, and thought we ought

to proceed more deliberately. I was greatly afraid of a con-

troversy ; committed the case to the infinitely wise God, and
begged direction from him. When, nj)on a number of those

that were fixed upon Mr. Whitney, meeting together to con-

sult how to conduct in the affair, they were pleased to send

for me, and asked my advice. 1 freely told them, that, how-
ever satisfied 1 or they might be with Mr. \\ hitney, so far as

we knew him, yet an affair of so great importance as that of

settling a minister, on which our spiritual welfare, and that

of our children, was so dependent, should not be hurried over,

but managed with mature thought and prudent deliberation.

The apostle of our Lord had charged us, to " lay hands sud-

denly on no man." There seemed to me to be several things

necessary, which would unavoidably take up a considerable

deal of time ; and it would be prudence for us to take time,

lest by too hasty actions we bring ourselves into difficulties.

It would be fitting that we should be further acquainted with

Mr. Whitney, that we might better discern his aptness to

teach, than one or two sermons could inform us ; that we
might more thoroughly imderstand his |)ilnciplcs in the Chris-

tian religion, and know his Christian life and conversation.

It was requisite that he should acquaint himself with the
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neighboring ministers, that they might be satisfied in their
laying on of hands, and receiving him as a brother ; that we
ought, in a solemn manner, to ask the direction and blessing
of the great Head of the church in our choice, that he may
prove a valuable gift of the ascended Saviour to us ; and this

would require the assistance of some of the neighboring min-
isters, and their preparation for it. After which the church
would proceed to a choice ; and then the person chosen was
to be approved of by the congregation, who were to be con-
cerned in his maintenance ; after all which he was to be pub-
licly separated to the service of the Gospel of Christ. All

of which they plainly saw would unavoidably take up several

months' time ; and I desired them seriously to think of what
I had said, and to act accordingly. Some time in January,

1761, at a meeting of the church and congregation, I pro-

posed to them to hear Mr. Whitney and two others, each of

them alternately, for three months, which would be a month
a-piece ; after which we would call in the help of neighboring

ministers in keeping a day of prayer for direction, and then

proceed to a choice. This was agreed upon. But before

one month was out, it pleased God to visit Mr. Whitney with

sickness, and he died before the three months came about.

Though I truly lamented his death, yet I could not help

thinking, the wise and good Providence of God had hereby

prevented that contention I feared we were going into.

We then heard some others, and among them Mr. William

Whitwell, son of Mr. William Whitwell, merchant in Boston,

who preached his first sermon 24th May, 1761. Upon sev-

eral times hearing of him, my church and congregation gen-

erally inclined to him, and thought it needless to hear any

other, and therefore soon after, that is in October, desired

him to come and live among us, and carry on the labors of

the pulpit with me constantly. He did so, October 31, and

from that time preached one part of each Sabbath. The
chief of my flock having told me they relied upon me as to

his principles, which they thought I was a better judge of

than themselves, and, if I approved of him, they would look

no farther, for fear lest, by hearing many, they should grow

divided in their opinions, 1 informed them that, upon hearing

of him, and often conversing with him, I could not but ap-

prove of his principles ; that, upon inquiry among the minis-

ters of Boston, who knew him, I found they valued him as a

30
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serious, good man, of good learning, and of sound principles.

Upon which they agreed with him to preach every other iSab-

bath for three months, and then desired him to move into the

town, that we might be better acquainted with him. I let

him know that my people grew more and more disposed to

fix him among us, and there would be no hazard of his being

chosen ; and he came to dwell with us, as above. The 14th

of January, 1762, we had a day of prayer for direction and

a blessing ; and January 17th, we had a church meeting, and

unanimously chose Mr. William Whitwell for our minister
;

the same day the congregation met, and unanimously con-

curred with the church's choice. When they were about to

vote for his salary, they let me know that they feared it

would be offensive to me, if they voted him more than they

gave me. Upon which, being present at their meeting, I

declared to them, that it would be so far from an offence to

me, that I verily thought he would need more than I had,

and it would be highly pleasing to me to see them fix a better

stipend upon him, especially after my decease, when they

would not have the burden of two to support. Upon which
they readily voted him a salary of one hundred and four

pounds during my life, and an hundred sterling after my
decease. August 25th was appointed for the day of his or-

dination, when, having sent to the eleven churches of the

Association, and Dr. Sewall's church in Boston, to which Mr.
Whitwell belonged, the greatest part of the churches came
together ; and I laid before them the regularity of our pro-

ceeding, and the unanimity of our choice of Mr. Whitwell

;

and demanded of Mr. Whitwell a confession of his faith,

which he gave us ; and the whole Council was satisfied in all

parts. I then desired them to concur with us in the public

solemn separation of Mr. Whitwell to the work of the min-

istry, and co-pastor in this church, and nominated Dr. Sewall

to begin with prayer. They agreed that it was most fitting

for me to ordain and give the Charge, and voted the Kev.

Mr. Simon Bradstreet to give the Right Hand of Fellowship.

We then went into public, where was a full, crowded house,

and each performed the part that was assigned tluMU, and the

Rev. Mr. T. Barnard of Saletn preached an excellent sermon
upon the occasion. Strangers, that were assembled with us.

Were pleased to observe, that they never saw an ordination

managed with greater decency, gravity, and solemnity.
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Thus it hath pleased God, in his great goodness, to lead

us with all peace and quietness through the difficult affair of

settling a minister among us ; and my people are provided

with a very good man, an excellent preacher, and worthy
minister, and I with a very obliging, dutiful son. I heartily

rejoice, and give thanks to a gracious God, and the merciful

Head of the church, that I have lived to see this day ; and
earnestly pray God that the Rev. Mr. Whitwell may be long

continued, and do more service to the church and people of

God than I have done ; and, by the purity of his doctrine,

the fervor of his address, the wisdom of his counsels, and the

holiness of his life, be a greater blessing to this people and

in the world, than I have been.

Sept. 6. The Rev. Mr. Whitwell went to Martha's Vine-

yard, and married one of the daughters of the Rev. Nathaniel

Hancock, Esq. and returned with his wife to Boston the

25th of the said month, and Oct. 20 brought her to town,

and became settled among us.

Having obtained help from God, I continue unto this day,

ministering, in my turn, unto my people, and waiting for

a dismission from the state of service to that of rewards

;

which, through the mercy of God, I hope will be glorious.

Suffer me to turn aside, and take a view of the very dif-

ferent state of the town, upon worldly accounts, since I came

into it. When I first came, [in 1714] there were two com-

panies of poor, smoke-dried, rude, ill-clothed men, trained to

no military discipline but that of " whipping the snake,^^ as

they called it ; whereas now, [in 1766] and for years past,

we are a distinct regiment, consisting of seven full compa-

nies, well clad, of bright countenances,, vigorous and active

men, so well trained in the use of their arms, and the various

motions and marches, that I have heard some Colonels of other

regiments, and a Brigadier General say, they never saw

throughout the countr/, not in their own regiment, no, nor in

Boston, so goodly an appearance of spirited men, and so

well exercised a regiment. When I came, there was not so

much as one proper carpenter, nor mason, nor tailor, nor

butcher in the town, nor any thing of a market worth

naming ; but they had their houses built by country workmen,

and their clothes made out of town, and supplied themselves

with beef and pork from Boston, which drained the town of

its money. But now we abound in artificers, and some of
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the best, and our markets large, even to a full supply. And,

what above all I would remark, there was not so much as one

foreign trading vessel belonging to the town, nor for several

}ears after I came into it ; though no town had really greater

advantages in their hands. The people contented themselves

to be the slaves that digged in the mines, and left the mer-

chants of Boston, Salem, and Europe, to carry away the

gains ; by which means the town was always in dismally

poor circumstances, involved in debt to the merchants more
than they were worth ; nor could I fmd twenty families in

it that, upon the best examination, could stand upon their

own legs ; and they were generally as rude, swearing, drun-

ken, and fighting a crew, as they were poor. Whereas, not

only are the public ways vastly mended, but the manners of

the people greatly cultivated ; and we have many gentleman-

like and polite families, and the very fishermen generally

scorn the rudenesses of the former generation.

I soon saw that the town had a j)rice in its hands, and it

was a j)ity they had not a heart to imj)rove it. I therefore

laid myself out to get acquaintance with the English masters

of vessels, that 1 might by them be let into the mystery of the

fish trade, and in a little time I gained a pretty thorough under-

standing in it. When 1 saw the advantages of it, I thought

it my duty to stir up my people, such as I thought would
hearken to me, and were capable of practising upon the ad-

vice, to send the fish to market themselves, thnt they niight

reap the benefit of it, to the enriching themselves, and serving

the town. I5ut, alas! I could inspire no man with courage

and resolution enough to engage in it, till 1 met with Mr.

Joseph Swett, a young man of strict Justice, great industry,

enterprisinix genius, quick appr(>lirusion, and firm resolution,

but of small fortune. 'I\) him I opened myself fully, laid the

scheme clearly before him. and he hearkened unto me, and

was wise enou^jh to put it in practice. He first sent a small

cargo to Barbadoes. lie soon found he increased his stock,

built vessels, and sent the fish to Euroj)e, and prospered in

the trade, to the enrichin;; of himself; and some of his fam-

ily, by carrying on the trade, have arrived at large estates.

The more |)Tomisini; voung men of the town soon followed

his examplr ; that now we have between thirty and forty

ships, brigs, snows, and topsail schooners engaged in foreign

trade. From so small a beginning the town has risen into its
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present flourishing circumstances, and we need no foreigner

to transport our fish, but are able ourselves to send it all to

the market. Let God have the praise, who has redeemed the
town from a state of bondage into a state of liberty and
freedom.

Thus, dear sir, at jour earnest desire, I have given you a
short and faithful epitome of a long, but unprofitable and sinful

life. And oh ! what reason have I to blush, and be ashamed,
and deeply to humble myself before God, when I reflect upon
the innumerable errors and sins, both of my youth and riper

years ; especially for my sloth and negligence, in the great

and important work of the ministry ; and that in the course

of so long a life, I have done so little service for God, and
his church, and people in the world ; and have basely hid

my talents in a napkin, or buried them in the earth, when I

should have improved them, to increase them, and in paying

a due tribute to the great Author of my being, and glorious

Head of the church. Many a time have I reflected, with

shame and grief of soul, upon my vile mispence of my time

while at the College ; very much occasioned by the wicked-

ness of my heart in abusing my readiness to perform the

College exercises, to almost a total neglect of my studies,

which ought to have been an encouragement to me to have

applied myself more closely to reading and meditation, that I

mi^ht have been better furnished with some useful knowledge,

wherewith to have served God and my generation ; which

afterward I found it very difficult to recover any thing of,

when 1 came to be taken up with the study of divinity, com-

posing sermons, and attending the care of a flock. Oh, that

our youth at the College, especially such as design for the

ministry, would know their advantages, and wisely improve

the price put into their hands to get knowledge and good

literature, that they may not hereafter have occasion (as I

have had,) to lament their folly, in letting slip the proper op-

portunity, which they may never expect will offer itself to

them again.

I can truly say, that in the course of my ministry, I have

endeavored to preach Jesus Christ and his laws, and not vain

philosophy or the traditions of men ; to set forth Christ, as

the promised Messiah, the Son of God, and the alone Saviour

of a guilty world, and the Judge of the quick and the dead;

adorable in his person and natures, most amiable in his offices
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and benefits ; as an all-sufficient and willing Saviour, even

for the chief of sinners ; who yet will save none without a

life of repentance and new obedience, and a sincere subjec-

tion to the government of his righteous sceptre. 1 have also

endeavored to show to poor sinners their wretched, sinful and
miserable state, in their fall hy Adam, and from their own
wicked hearts and lives, and to convince them of their abso-

lute need of a Saviour, and, by the most powerful motives of

the Gospel, to persuade them to accept of Jesus Christ as

their only Saviour, upon Gospel terms, and become his obedi-

ent followers, by a sober, righteous, and godly life and con-

versation. These have been the chief and constant subjects

of my preaching. But, after all, what abundant reason have

I to cry out, my leanness ! my leanness ! and bewail my want
of zeal in the cause of God, of Christ, and the souls of his'

people, and the many neglects and unfaithfulness in the work
of my ministry ; and what I fear has been the sad conse-

quence thereof, my very great unsuccessfulness. Though I

bless God, there are several who are evidently the ej)istle of
Christ, ministered by me, written, not with ink, but with the

spirit of the living God, not in tables of stone, but in fleshly
:

tables of the heart. Yet, alas ! the generality of my people

cannot be prevailed with to come to the holy table, nor to

live as the disciples of the holy Jesus. The seafaring busi-

ness, (which is very much the business of the town,) which
one would think should teach them to pray, and live like

dying persons, but tends to encourage them in their insensi-

bility and immoral practices.

My deficiencies have been so many, and my transgressions

so great, that upon a view of them, I might well fear lest,

after 1 have preached the Gospel to others, I myself should

prove a castaway. But my hope is grounded, not upon the

perfection of my works, but the infinite mercy of God, and
merit of Jesus Christ, whom (if 1 know my own heart,) I

have sincerely accrpt(;(l of, and devoted myself unto; and

therefore I trust my poor sinful person, and mv defective ser-

vices will finally be* nccepted, through that advocate with the

Father, and |)ropitiati()n lor our sins.

While tlurcfore, with the deepest prostration, I would
humbly imj)lore the divine in(*rcy may be magnified to me,
the chief of sinners, I would earnestly entreat of you, dear

brother, to join with me in your fervent .supplications at the



Roman Catholics in Rhode Island. 243

throne of grace, that I may be finally pardoned and accepted
in the Beloved.

With my most hearty respects to you, and all friends with
you, and wishing you a more useful and successful ministry,

with a firm health, and long time of serviceableness here, and
more abundant rewards hereafter from our great and good
Lord and Master, I subscribe,

Dear Sir,

Your unworthy brother,

And fellow laborer in the Gospel,

John Barnard.
Marblehead, November 14, 1766.

Repeal of the clause in the Act of the Assembly of
Rhode Island excepting Roman Catholics from
the Privileges of Freemen.

[At the regular monthly meeting of the Massachusetts Historical

Society, held Jan 28, 1836, the following Paper was read by the Rev.
Abiel Holmes, D. D. a resident member. Whereupon it was voted that

it be referred to the Committee of Publication, and be inserted in the

next volume of the Society's Collections.

—

Pub. Com.l

To the Massachusetts Historical Society.

In the Annals of America [under A. D. 1664] an Act of

the General Assembly of Rhode Island, 166|, is stated to

have allowed all men of competent estates and of civil con-

versation, " Roman Catholics only excepted," to be admitted

freemen. The authenticity of the excepting clause has been

disputed ; but, if a subsequent repeal of s*uch an exception

be conclusive evidence of its original insertion, the question

is now settled. A copy of the Act of Repeal is now before

me in the handwriting of Mr. John Howland, President of

the Rhode Island Historical Society. The document being

of some historical importance, is now communicated, with an

account of its discovery as given me by my correspondent in

a letter dated
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" Providence, March 4, 1 834.
" A paper relating to the Roman Catholic exception in the

Act of Toleration passed in 166^ by the Colonial Assembly

of Rhode Island has fallen into my hands, and I herewith

enclose it to you, as it sets at rest in my mind the question

contested. In conversation a few days since with Mr. John

Howland, an aged, intelligent and respectable antiquary, I.

adverted to the above subject, when it suddenly occurred to

his recollection that there was an Act passed by the General

Assembly between 1780 and '84, and published in the news-

paper of the day, repealing the exception made in 1G6|
against Roman Catholics. W hereupon I went to the file of

newspapers of that day, preserved in the Foster Collection,

but found they were not entire. But in the mean time, Mr.

Howland went to the schedules of the Assembly, filed in the

office of the Secretary of State, and found the Act in print,

a copy of which I here enclose, in the handwriting of Mr.
Howland.

" February Session, 1783.
" Be it enacted, ^c. That all the Rights and Privileges of

the Protestant citizens of this State, as declared in and by
an Act made and passed the first day of March, A. D. 1663,

be and the same are hereby fully extended to Roman Cath-

olic citizens, and that they being of comj)etent estates, and
of civil conversation, and acknowledging and paying obedi-

to the Civil Magistrate, shall be admitted Freemen, and shall

have liberty to choose and be chosen Civil or Military Oflicers

within this State : Any Exception in said Act to the contrary

nowithstanding."

" The above is on page 79."

Respectfully communicated
to the Mass. Hist. Society.

A. H.



Memoir of Rev. Dr. Allyn. 245

Memoir of Rev. John Allyn, D. D.

The Rev. John Allyn, D. D. was born at Barnstable,

Mass., on the 21st of March, 1767. He pursued the prepar-

atory studies for admission to college under the care of the

Rev. Mr. Milliard, who was then minister of Bajrnstal)Ie, but

afterwards the colleajiue and successor of the venerable Dr.

Appleton of Cambridge. He entered Harvard University in

1781, and took the usual degrees of A. B. in 1785 and of

A. M. in 1788. Not long before he was graduated, he was
seized with a violent and dangerous illness, in consequence

of which he was unable to appear in the part assigned to him

at the Commencement. Though but in his eighteenth year

when he left college, yet during his whole academic course

he was distinguished by persevering industry, and by a de-

velopement of talent which gave him a very high rank among
the members of his class. He returned to Barnstable, where

he was for some time engaged in the business of instruction.

Having determined to devote himself to thp work of the

Christian ministry, he studied theology under the direction

of the Rev. Dr. Samuel West of Dartmouth, now New
Bedford,—a man distinguished for his Scriptural learning

and metaphysical powers, as well as for eccentricities, of

which some anecdotes are still current in our community.

In September, 1788, the subject of this notice received an

invitation from the church and society in Duxbury to settle

with them in the ministry. On the 12th of the following

October he signified his acceptance of the invitation. He
was ordained on the od of December, 1788. The sermon

was preached by the Rev. Samuel West of New Bedford,

from 2 Timothy, ii. 15 ; the charge was given by the Rev.

Dr. Hitchcock of Pembroke ; and the right hand of fellow-

ship presented by the Rev. David Barnes of Scituate. These

performances were printed.*

* It is observable that in the record of the ordination the clergy of the council are called

bishops. Thus it is said, " Bishop Hitchcock gave the charge, and Bishop Barnes the

right hand of fellowship." I know not whether this was a common style m such recordi

at that time, or a peculiarity of this case.

31
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The ministry of Dr. Allyn in Duxbiiry was long, and for

the most part, happy. He discharged his duties with unirorni

fidelity and ability. He was the personal friend as well as

the spiritual guide of his pe()j)le,— heartily devoted to their

tem|)oral and eternal welfare, judicious liut fearless in rebuk-

ing sin, wise a'ld faithful in the aduiiiiistralion ol the interests

of religion. The j)urpose, w hich lay nearest to his heart was,

to build up the cause of righteousness and of practical truth.

He was the benefactor of the poor, the comforter ot the dis-

tr<^ssed, the counsellor of all ; and the affectionate respect of

those, for whom he labored, rewarded for many years his

zealous and unwearied services.

His jMolessional reputation was continually increasing, till

he stood among the hist clero^ymen in the Commonwealth.
His opinions were valued and his aid sought in those ways,

which implied that his judgment was rej^arded with respectful

confidence. He was alone in the ministry of his church at

Duxbury till June 7, 18i6, when the Rev. Benjamin Kent
was settled as associate pastor. After that time, Dr. Allyn

seldom enga2;ed in any public services, as his strength and

spirits were constantly declining. He died on Friday, July

19th, 1833, and was buried on the following Monday. The
corpse was borne to his meeting-house, where his old friend

and classmate, the Rev. Professor Ware of Harvard Univer-

sity, who always loved and honored him, preached a funeral

sermon from Luke xx. 36. The body was deposited in the

tomb of a highly respected j)arishioner and friend, the Hon.
George Partridge, one of the worthies of the Revolution.

When Dr. Allyn died, he was in the 67th year of his age, and
in the 45th year of his ministry. The Rev. Mr. Kent, after

a faithful, laborious, and trying ministry, had resigned his

office, as colleague, a short time before the death of the senior

pastor.

It will be conceded by all who knew Dr. Allyn, that in the

general cast of his mind there was much sinking orijiinality.

He was seldom content to think, or to express his thoughts,

like ordinary men ; and wlu;n he did utter a truth in itself

common-place and obvious, he often placed it in such an atti-

tude, or exhibited it in such relations, as to give it all the in-

terest of novelty. This disposition to avoid the beaten track

of thought was sometimes indulged to an excess, which ren-

dered his expressions liable to misconstruction by those who
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were unacquainted with his intellectual habits. He certainly

had none of that dread of giving offence by contradiction, or

by peculiarity of sentiment, wliich sometimes degenerates
into the timid and unmanly pliancy so expressively designated

by the assentatioo{ the ancient Romans. A man, who unites

wilh such a disposition an incautious frankness of conversa-

tion, is quite likely to be misunderstood. His remarks may
easily be taken out of the connection and circumstances in

which they were uttered, and may be represented in such a

bald manner as to give them a strange and objectionable as-

pect. This sometimes happened to Dr. Allyn. But those

who were familiar with the character of his thoughts, and

saw the application and bearing of his maxims or his general

observations, were struck at once with their far-reaching

wisdom and their felicitous novelty. The same turn of mind

which rendered him impatient of every thing obvious or trite

in conversation, enabled him frequently to surprise and delight

those who heard him by dieting rich instruction from the

most ordinary object or passage among the cares and employ-

ments of social life, and by connecting with topics apparently

the most barren or unworthy of notice, maxims and truths

that were not soon forgotten. He often laid open a valuable

mine, where others saw only the stones of the field or the

common soil of earth.

Dr. Allyn had a rich, but peculiar imagination. It was by

no means poetical, but might be designated as the playful and

homely imagination of strong common sense, throwing around

every subject the most apt and pertinent illustrations, placing

his views in a strong light l)y familiar and amusing compari-

sons, and supposing cases to exhibit in a most forcible and

interesting manner the application of principles. His pecu-

liar excellence did not lie in sustained and continuous reason-

ing, which indeed he would occasionally allo\y himsell un-

warrantably to undervalue,—but rather in striking out single

views distinguished by their freshness, and by their tendency

to kindle and stir up the minds of others. He had but little of

that patience of investigation, which goes through a long pro-

cess to arrive at an ordinary result. He loved rather to throw

out his thoughts in a desultory and startling manner, wander-

ing delightfully from one topic to another, sometimes by cas-

ual associations, and sometimes by resemblances and relations,

which, however apparently strange at first, were perceived



248 Memoir of Rev. Dr. Allyn.

to be just and fine when developed by the touch of his genius.

He had a happy facility of lilendiiig strokes of quaint or rich

humor vvitli the most important truths, in such a manner as

to produce a racy mixture of vahiable instruction and animat-

ing amusement. These qualities imj)arted to his conversation

a peculiar zest, which few, who had the privilege of enjoying

it, will ever forget. His sayings were not of a kind to pass

away with the occasion, but were remembered and applied.

They left a deep impression, especially on the minds of the

young, to whom he knew well how to adapt his remarks, and

whose delight in listening to him was a matter of common
observation. Many, who in their youth were familiar with

him in his best days, have remarked, that they received more
wisdom and more happy excitement from him, than from any

other person they had ever known. In the practical philos-

ophy of life, which brings its instructions home to men's

business and bosoms, he had (e\\ equals, and scarcely a su-

perior.

Among Dr. Allyn's moral qualities, benevolence was one of

the most prominent. He was a liberal giver, almost to a fault.

Wherever misery could be relieved, wherever comfort could

be bestowed, no man was more dutifully prompt and busy.

It was remarkable, that with his slender means, he was able

to do so much in these labors of kindness. If he incurred

any fault in this respect, it was by neglecTing a just regard

to the proportion between his bounty and his resources. No
personal or party considerations mingled in the exercise of

his benevolence. The poor and the aged, the neglected and
the forgotten, were the favorite objects of his charitable at-

tentions Tlu; inhabitants of solitary and obscure cottages

remember, and will long remember, his readiness to relieve

their wants, his judicious endeavors to enable them to help

themselves, his kind counsels, his fervent prayers, his faithful

and consolatory instructions. If ever a man lived free from

the debasing inlluiMices of sc^lfishness, Dr. Allyn did so;— if

ever one was most happy when doing most good, he was that

man.

The piety of Dr. Allyn was sincere, rational, and constant,

connecting itself intimately with his habitual trains of thuught,

and manifest in all his great and favorite j)rinciples. Few
men had more of the reality of religious feeling, and less of

the trappings which are sometimes mistaken for its essence,
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or of the regular mechanism hy which so many suppose it

must necessaril_y be exhibited. If there were those, who
sometimes thought that he might justly be charged with

speaking lightly of sacred subjects, they overlooked the fact

that his pleasantry was exercised, not upon serious truths, but

upon the appendages or speculations which men have connect-

ed with religion. In addition to this, should be recollected

his habit of supposing, perhaps with too much confidence,

that he should not be misunderstood. His persuasions with

respect to the moral government of God, the necessity and

the solemn truths of divine revelation, the awful responsible-

ness growing out of the connection between this life and a

future existence,—his reverence for the Scriptures,—and his

conviction of the inestimable importance of the Gospel to the

good of the individual and of society,—were deep, permanent,

and thorough. He thought and conversed much about death

and the spiritual world. His views on these subjects were

peculiarly happy and attractive ; and his manner of stating

them was sometimes remarkably impressive. He loved to

indulge conjectures respecting the nature and employments

of the future state, in which the spirit of a truly Christian

philosophy was always visible, and which often were full of

rich and delightful meaning.

His sermons were not distinguished by those qualities,

which constitute the reputation of common-place popularity.

They had none of the indiscriminate statements, coarse ap-

peals, and exaggerated representations, by which many minds

are easily warmed into admiration at the moment, but from

which they take no edifying or salutary impressions. His

preaching was adapted to be useful in the most eftectual

manner, by enlightening the mind, and by interesting the

affections of the heart in behalf of the great truths that take

hold on eternity. He never sought or courted the praise,

which is so often won by striking declamation, or by random

boldness, but believed that men are to be made wise unto

salvation by the application of Christian truths to their moral

and intellectual nature, in conformity with the laws of the

human constitution as established by God. He deemed it of

great importance, that preaching should be quite plain and

intelligible. This was a favorite topic in his conversation
;

and many will remember, that he not unfrequently directed

his wit against the poor ambition of learned, beautiful, or



250 Memoir of Rev. Dr. Allyn.

profound discourses, at ihe expense of edifiration and all the

true |)ur|)Ost's of pulpit instruciiou. I he theory, which he

habiluall)' maiiitaiucd on this sul)jeet, he reduced to practice.

Dr. Allyn was peculiarly lia|)py in giving pertinent and im-

pressiv(i illustrritions ol (lifiiculi passages of Scriplure, es|)(;-

cially in the religious exercises of the laniily. The new and

striking points of view, in w hich he set some portion of the

Sacred Writings by his comparisons and applications, will long

be rememhered hy those who heaid them. His theological

sentiments on all important points were those, which are usu-

ally designated as belonging to the liberal school. No man,

however, was less shackled by the trammels of sect and party.

His opinions were his own, and could not be said to coincide

with the lines marked out by any denomination, or to be con-

formed to any human creeds. They were, lor the most part,

clear, well defined, and fearlessly e.xpressed. But he had a

very strong and decided dislike of religious controversy. If

his views on this subject were sometimes indiscriminate, or

carried. to an unreasonable extreme, it was because the narrow
spirit and the bigoted pertinacity, which so olten accomjiany

and (oilow disputation, were |)eculiarlv luicongenial to his

largeness of mind. His liberality towards such as dilTered

from the portion of the religious community with whom he

was classed, is well remenibered by all who were acquainted

with his habitual feelings and conduct.

As a scholar. Dr. Allyn deservedly stood at a high point of

respectability. He had little of the erudition that is merely
ciuious ; nor did Ik; make his mind " the warehouse of other

men's limiber." But his classical reading and his professional

learning, while they ranged within no narrow limits, were
well chosen and well directed. He had larne stores of such

knowledg(; as is comiected with the most interesting and im-

portant topics of intpiiry, or \vith useful applications to the

wants and duties ol life. In his carlv vi^us he had been a

diligent student, and read with a keen a|)petile ; at a later

period, he cared less for books, and (leliijhied more in the ob-

servation of man and of nature, and in ginng iVce plav to his

own thoughts. Of his library, which was valuable and judi-

ciously selected, he had made an industrious use. His favor-

ite commentators on Scripture were Grotius, Le Clerc. and
Locke,—especially the last, for whose character and writings

he entertained the most profound respect. In mental philos-
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ophj and ethics, the authors, in whom he raost delighted,
were Lociie and Abraham Tucker.

I have spoken of Dr. Allyn as he was in his best days,
when the peculiar powers of his extraordinary mind were in
full action. The latter part of his life was darkened by dis-
ease, suffering, and decay. A premature feebleness came
upon his system. He was gradu;illy prostrated under the
effects of a paralysis, which reduced him to bodily helpless-
ness, and at length brought a cloud over the light of his once
clear and povverlul intellect, till the last of mortal changes
came to his relief. But we willingly forget this period of
sorrow, and think of him now only as he was in those better
years, when his playful wisdom, his benevolent heart, his en-
lightened views of religiou, and his strong, original habits of
thought, were the delight of every circle in which he moved.
The published writings of Dr. Allyn are few. His strono-

reluctance to commit his productions to the press was rarely

overcome. His writings, whether published or in manuscript,
though marked with an abundance of good sense, and some-
times of a high order, cannot be said on the whole to do
justice to his characteristic powers, or to give an adequate
representation of his mind. This is to be accounted for by
the fact, that for his best exertions he depended much on the

excitement of company, and the animation of social inter-

course. It was in the unrestrained flow of conversation, in

the extemporaneous discussion of topics started by familiar

questions, or in collision with other minds, that his friends

witnessed and enjoyed those flashes of fine thought and strik-

ing illustration, which appeared more faintly, or vanished, in

the solitary labors of the pen.

The following is a list of Dr. AUyn's published writings.

A Sermon at the Ordination of Alden Bradford, in the East

Parish of Pownalborough, Nov. 14th, 1793.

A Sermon on the Day of Public Thanksgiving, Nov. 29,

1798.

A Sermon preached at Hanover, Oct. 30th, 1799, entitled

** The Flesh and the Spirit."

A Sermon delivered at Plymouth, Dec. 22d, 1801, one of

the best of the numerous sermons on that occasion.

A Sermon at the Anniversary Election, May 29th, 1805.

This is an excellent discourse,—the best which Dr. Allyn

published.
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A New Year's Sermon delivered at Duxbury, Jan. 1st,

1806.

No. I. of " The Christian Monitor, a Religious Periodical

Work." This was published in 1806, and constitutes the

first half of the first volume of the Christian Monitor. It

consists of " Prayers and Devotional Exercises," and is one

of the most valuable manuals of devotion in the language.

A Sermon preached at Sandwich, Aug. 24, 1808, before

the Academy in that place.

A Charge at the Ordination of Rev. Henry Ware, Jr., Jan.

1st, 1817.

A Charge at the Ordination of Rev. Benjamin Kent, as

Associate Pastor with Dr. Allyn in Duxbury, June 7th, 1826.

Dr. Allyn likewise published two very characteristic and

striking obituary notices,—one of Dr. West of New Bedford,

and the other of Dr. Barnes of Scituate.

In 1304 Dr. Allyn delivered the Oration before the Phi

Beta Kappa Society, and in 1809 the Diidleian Lecture in

Harvard College on Supremacy and Infallibility, from Matt,

xxiii. 8 and 9,—neither of which was published.

In the summer of 1807 he was employed on a missionary

tour in Maine, by the Society for Propagating the Gospel

among the Indians and others in North America.

He was elected a member of the Massachusetts Historical

Society in Oct. 1799,—a Fellow of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences in Aug. 1808,—and received the degree

of D. D. from Harvard College in 1813. C. F.
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Memoir of Samuel Davis, Esq.

The late Samuel Davis, Esq. of Plymouth, was the son
of Thomas Davis, a substantial merchant of that town.
Samuel, the fourth of six sons, some of whom have been
much distinguished, and all highly respectable in the various
vyalks of life, was born March 5th, 1765. His early educa-
tion was more thorough than would have been expected from
the state of town schools at that period. This was probably
more owing to his early taste for books, and his feeble health,

which unfitted him for active pursuits, than to the advantages
he enjoyed. Mechanical employments were then, as they are

beginning again to be considered, the surest means of procur-
ing a respectable establishment in life. In conformity with
this opinion, and with a due regard to his own inclination, he
was placed as an apprentice with a goldsmith and jeweller in

Boston. The leisure hours of his apprenticeship were devot-

ed to the improvement of his mind, and during this period he
made valuable contributions to the Centinel, then in its in-

fancy, and which afterwards became one of our most respec-

table public journals. On the expiration of his apprentice-

ship he returned to his native town, and there pursued for

some years the business to which he was bred, with much
assiduity and with unusual taste and skill. His constitution

being very slender, and his patrimonial estate being adequate

to his wants as a single man, he soon relinquished this busi-

ness and devoted himself to more congenial pursuits. His

attainments as a scholar were very respectable, and he also

cultivated the polite arts with much success. Some of his

poetical productions, among which may be mentioned his

hymn for the celebration of the landing of the Forefathers,

discover much of the inspiration of the poet.

During the latter part of his life he applied himself very

assiduously to the history and antiquities of the Old Colony,

in the knowledge of which none exceeded him, and he thus

became more publicly known. Having thoroughly explored

the records and traditions of the Old Colony, he acquired an

intimate acquaintance with its history, and particularly with
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the genealogy of its first settlers. Such was his reputation

in this respect, that he was constantly receiving applications

from all parts of the country for information upon these

subjects, which was always communicated cheerfully and

satisfactorily. Harvard University conferred upon him the

honorary degree of Master of Arts A. D. 1819. He was
Corresponding Secretary of the Pilgrim Society from its

establishment to the time of his death. He was admitted a

member of the Massachusetts Historical Society January 30,

1812, and he enriched its Collections with the history of his

native town and many other valuable articles. He, with the

Rev. Dr. Freeman and Benj. R. Nichols, Esq. was appointed

by the General Court to make and transcribe selections of the

most important portions of the Old Colony records, to be de-

posited in the Secretary's office. That this duty was faith-

fully and ably executed, those who know the Commissioners

need not be informed. He died July 10th, 1829. The fol-

lowing interesting sketch of the life and character of Mr.

Davis was published a few days after his decease, and deserves

a higher place than the columns of a newspaper.

"This gentleman was a rare example of the genuine love

of antiquity. Living at Plymouth amid the fast disappear-

ing remains of a most remarkable and interesting people,

with reverence of the Pilgrims, himself a descendant from

them, his thoughts naturally were directed to whatever had

connexion with the first settlement of our country. As he

was free from domestic cares, and possessed a competence,

there was nothing to interfine with the indulgence of his

taste, and its gratification soon became the leading object of

his life. He appeared to live but in and for the past. The
fragments of h)cal tradition strewed over the Old Colony,

were with careful bands gathered up by him and stored.

There was no rock, nor tree, nor mountain, sacred to Indian

superstition or to Pilgrim enterprise, but was familiar to his

eyes and thoughts.
*' Such indeed n as tli(^ intimacy and the confidence with

which be conversed with the dead, that thev seemed to stand

to him in the stead of the living. Yet though he courted not

society, he was not unsocial. He had IricMuls who looked

upon him with esteem and tenderness. To strangers also he

was particularly attractive.

" They who iiave visited Plymouth will not soon forget the
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unpretending, but intelligent individual, who made them the

offer of his aid and guidance, who recalled to their minds all

the touching associations of the place, who caused each stone

to tell its own story, and as his reserve gradually wore away
by acquaintance, unfolded to them much of their own family

history, which they themselves had never heard of before.

To assist himself in his researches he devoted much of his

time to the study of the Indian languages, and to the exam-
ination of Plymouth records. No one indeed had so great a

command as he had of all the facts essential to a complete

history of the Old Colony. Many of them, it is feared, have

perished with him. It is hoped, however, that of the mass
of papers, which he has left behind him, some use may yet

be made. On the whole his life was pure, tranquil, useful.

It was noiseless, but not less happy on that account to one of

his feelings. His death was as peaceful as his life. He re-

tired to rest on the evening of the 10th instant, in his usual

state of health, and was found the next morning dead in his

bed. Thus, while in the arms of sleep, he passed from this

world to another. He has joined the mighty company that

keep their silent watch on the old hill, which overlooks the

town of Plymouth. On that venerable mount he spent no

small portion of his life, in deciphering the crumbling mon-

uments that are scattered over it, and there in death, beneath

the turf he had so often trod, his body reposes."

Memoir of the Rev. James Freeman, D. D. By F. W.
P. Greenwood.

The Massachusetts Historical Society will always honor

the name of James Freeman. He was one of its founders.

His concern for its usefulness and interests was zealous and

unceasing. He labored for it abundantly. His time and pen

were freely employed in its service. Much of its success

may be attributed to his exertions. Now that he rests from

all his earthly labors, it gratefully enrolls him among its fath-

ers and benefactors.
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Though the character of Dr. Freeman was unobtrusive,

and his life was signalized by no striking exploits, yet neither

the one nor the other could with any justice or propriety be

called common. His character was marked with some rare

lines, and his life is inseparably connected with the religious

history of our country.

It will be necessary in the course of this Memoir, to speak

of differences of religious opinion, and to make use of terms

which denote these differences ; but the writer trusts that

this will be done in such a manner, as to give no just cause

of offence to any denomination or individual. He intends to

state facts, and not to discuss, far less to prescribe, doctrines.

He feels that he should deserve rebuke, if he were to intro-

duce an unworthy sectarian feeling into the Collections of a

Society, which has nothing sectarian in its character, and

the members of which meet together on the broad ground of a

common interest in the history and antiquities of their country.

James Freeman was born in the neighboring town of

Charlestown, where his parents. Constant and Lois Freeman,

at that time resided, on the 22d of Aj)ril, 1759.* He re-

ceived his preparatory instruction at the Public Latin School

in Boston, under Mr. Lovell ; entered Cambridge College in

1773, and was graduated at that institution in 1777, at the

age of )}). Among his classmates 1 fnid the names of the

late Dr. Bentley, Judge Dawes, Rufus King, and Dr. Porter.

Both at school and at college his morals wen; pure, and his

scholarship, though not distinguished, resjxHtable. He was
in the habit of undervaluing his own youthful proficiency

;

but his few surviving cotemj)()raries do not speak of it so dis-

paragingly. In after years he was certniidy considered to be

a ripe scholar, by those who could not w^ell be mistaken in

their judgment, lie was then an excellent mathematician;

was well accjuainled with geography and history at large, and

thoroughly so with the geograpliv and history of his own
country ; and could read with ease and |)leasure the Latin,

French, Italian, and Spanish languages.

• ConHtant Freenian was ii nntivu of 'rriiro, nanistnblo County, as was also his first

wife, Fjois, whose inaidi'ii iiiiiiic was ('ol)h. Ho was a man of strong mind and fxrclloiit

character, and his lifo was marked hy (Milerprisi' and vicissitude. lie was ihi* third I'rce-

man wlio liad home the name of Constant, and was a descendant of Samuel Freeman, who
came from Lngland to this country amon^ the fu si |ihmtcr> of MassachusctUi, in tliu year

1630.



Memoir of Rev. Dr. Freeman. 257

His youth was not destitute of incidents. The last years
of his college life were spent during the troubles and strong

excitements of the opening revolutionary war. It is known
that his own feelings were so decidedly enlisted on the side

of his native and in opposition to the mother country, that

he engaged in drilling a company of men, which was raised

on Cape Cod for the ranks of the colonial army.
" In the summer of 1780 he sailed for Quebec with his

sister and youngest brother. The vessel in which he em-
barked was fitted out as a cartel ; but not being acknowledged
as such by the Governor of Quebec, on his arrival he was
made a prisoner, and put on board a guard-ship. He remained
in this situation till December, when the severity of winter
no longer suffering the guard-ship to lie in the river, he was
admitted on shore a prisoner on parole. In the summer of

1782, he obtained permission of the Governor to go to New
York, and embarked in a letter of marque, which, after she

had been out a week, was captured by a privateer from Sa-

lem, and he carried into that port. Immediately on his arri-

val he began to preach."*

It is probable that the theological studies of the subject of

our memoir, were pursued in rather a desultory manner, which
was indeed the only manner which the times permitted. He
had passed a year at Cambridge as a resident graduate, af-

terwards made use of the libraries of his friends, both minis-

ters and laymen, and studied at Quebec as he could.

Just at the close of the revolutionary war, the event took

place, which was to have the principal influence on Mr. Free-

man's life—I mean his pastoral connexion with the congrega-

tion of King's Chapel in this city.

On the evacuation of Boston by the British troops in

March, 1776, the rector of King's Chapel, Dr. Caner, who
espoused the English cause, accompanied them ; and his as-

sistant, Mr. Troutbeck, also went away some months after-

ward. For about a year the Chapel remained shut. In the

autumn pf 1777, the congregation of the Old South Church,

whose house of worship had been spoiled by the British

* This event is here more correctly stated than it was in the funeral sermon, for it is

stated in Dr. Freeman's own words. I quote the passage from a brief memoir, written by

himself, which is contained in a manuscript volume of family histories, with a sight of

which I have lately been favored by one of his nieces. His purpose in going to auebec

was to place his sister and brother with their father, who was then a merchant in that city.
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troops, and used by them as a riding-school, applied to the

few proprietors of King's Cliapel who were left in Boston,

for permission to worship in their ciiurch. The permission

was obtained, and the Old South congregation had the Chapel
jj

to their sole use for a few months ; after which, as the pro-

prietors of the church had resumed their services, the two
societies worshipped together, the one employing its own
forms of worship in the morning, and the other doing the

same in the afternoon. Among those who officiated at this

season for the episcopal society was Mr. Sargeant, previously

of the episcopal church in Cambridge.

In September, 1782, the attention of some members of the

church was turned towards Mr. Freeman, who was then a

candidate for the ministry, and he was invited by a letter

from the wardens to officiate as reader, for a term of six

months. The invitation was accepted by Mr. Freeman, and

he entered on his duties on the 18ih of the following Octo-

ber.* In the montii of February, 1783, the Old South con-

gregation left the Chapel, and returned to their own house.

On the 21 St of April, that same year, Mr. Freeman was
chosen pastor of the Chapel church, at the age of twenty-

four.

When Mr. Freeman consented to act as reader at the

Chapel, he stipulated only for liberty to omit the reading of

the Athanasian Creed. Leave to do this seems to have been

yielded without difhculty ; at which we need not wonder;
for although the members of the church were orthodox, and

attached to episcopacy, the Athanasian Creed was probably

* It is proli;il)l(! that from the very first, Mr. Frceiiiau preaclied liis own sermons, nl

Jciwt a part of tin; time. This fact is to be inferred from a passagt; in a letter from liim to ,

hia sister Lois, afterwards Mrs. Davis, dated Deeeniher 27tli, 17S2. This ])assagc I huvo

been kindly permitted by her daughter, Mrs. Miuot, to copy. It is as follows :

'• While I was upon the Cape, 1 endeavored to visit nil my friends ; for bein/^ now en-

gaged in the church, I expect not to go there again for many years. The lirst time I

preached at the Chapel, the church was opened with some degree of s|)lendor. There was
an anthem and other pieces of music exceedingly beautiful. The audience was immense,
and of such a kind as to over|)ower all confidence. I felt the weight of it most sensibly.

On ('hristmas day I bad another trial of the same kind to i)as8 through. The exertions I

nm obliged to make on such occasions, keep my mind in a continual agitation. There is a

pain attending it, but there is also a pleasure."

Mr, Freeman at this time lived in the family of liis friend Mr. Minnt, where he remained

till he was bimsolf married, which was in the year 17SS, to Mrs. Martha ('larki-, daughter

of Olmdiah Curtis, of Newton, and widow of Samuel Clarki-, of Itoston. There were no

children by this marriage, but he always treated with paternal alVection and care the son

rid grandchildren of bis wife.
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no favorite with any one, and was therefore easily if not
cheerfully resigned. That the general sentiment was against
that strange compound of unintelligible definitions and un-
christian anathemas, is to be inferred from the fact, that on
the regular formation and establishment of the American
Episcopal Church, it was not admitted into her Liturgy.

The mind of Mr. Freeman was at first satisfied with being
allowed to omit the reading of the obnoxious creed. The
prayers for those in authority were of course altered, to suit

the altered political slate of the country. In other respects

the service which he read, as well as the service of all other

episcopal churches, was precisely that of the Church of Eng-
land ; the Liturgy of the American Episcopal Church not
being adopted till the year 1785. But it was not long before

he began to feel scruples concerning other parts of the ser-

vice, especially those which expressed or implied a belief in

the doctrine of the Trinity. As he thought, and read, and
studied, and conversed on the subject of this doctrine, he
became more and more convinced that it was uuscriptural and
untrue, and more and more uneasy in reading passages of
solemn devotion, in which it was assumed as a Christian truth.

It was a season of great mental trial. On the one side were
ancient custom, and venerable authority, and the opinions and

feelings of respected and beloved friends, urging him to re-

main in the former ways ; while on the other were a careful

conscience and deepening convictions of truth, commanding
him to depart from them. He communicated his difficulties

to those of his friends with whom he was most intimate.

He would come into their houses, and say, " I must leave

you. Much as 1 love you, I must leave you. I cannot con-

scientiously perform the service of the church any longer, as

it now stands." But since he had been among this small

remnant of episcopalians as their minister, he had endeared

himself to them by his engaging manners and his pastoral

services, and it was by no means easy for his friends to part

with him. At length a suggestion was made, which termi-

nated in happy and important results. It was said, " Why
not state your difficulties, and the grounds of them, publicly

to your whole people, that they may be able to judge of the

case, and determine whether it is such as to require a sepa-

ration between you and them, or not .^" The suggestion was

adopted. He preached a series of sermons, in which he
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plainly stated his dissatisfaction with the trinitarian portions

of the Liturgy, went fully into an examination of the trini-

tarian doctrine, and gave his reasons for rejecting it. He has

himself assured me that when he delivered those sermons, he

was under a strong impression that they would be the last

he should ever pronounce from this pulpit. He supposed that

some of his hearers might be favorably affected by his argu-

ments, but he could scarcely hope that they would meet with

general approbation. He had unburthened his mind ; he had

justified his course ; and he made himself ready to resign his

ministerial connexion. But such, as is well known, was not

the event. He was heard patiently, attentively, kindly.

The greater part of his hearers responded to his sentiments,

and resolved to alter their Liturgy and retain their pastor.

The first vote favoring this conclusion was passed on the

20th of February, 1785; by which vote a committee was
appointed to report such alterations in the Liturgy as were
deemed necessary. Alterations were reported, in general

conformity with those made in the amended Liturgy of Dr.

Samuel Clarke ; and on the IDth of June, the proprietors

voted, by a majority of about three fourths, to adopt those

alterations.

Thus did Mr. Freeman, by following the dictates of his

reason and conscience, become the first preacher in this coun-

try of what he held to be a purified Christian faith ; and thus,

through the means of his mental integrity and powers of ex-

position, did the First Episcopal Church in New England,

become the First Unitarian Church in the New World.

I mention this not as a matter of boasting, but as an his-

torical fact. He, our departed father, never boasted of it, or

indeed of any thing which he ever did or helped to do; and

at that time the change in doctrine and service which was
cficcted, was not certainly regarded by j)astor or peojjle as a

subject of triumph, but of serious and arduous duty. No
motive of future fame or reputation could have been before

them ; but only a sense of the great opposition and odium

which would press upon them from without, together with a

deep resolve to bear up against it.

It may be said that the relation in which Dr. Freeman
stands to the Unitarian Christianity of this country, is the

fruit of circumstances alone ; that it was because he happened

to be placed in a peculiar situation, at the commencement of
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our independent national existence, that he was led to be the

first open propounder and defender of that form of faith. I

should be at a loss to say what events and what relations are

not in some measure the fruit of circumstances. In circum-
stances I behold the hand of an omnipresent and overruling

Providence ; but in the use, the neglect or the abuse of those

circumstances, I perceive the proofs and marks of human
ability, liberty and character. The young reader at King's

Chapel was surely placed in peculiar circumstances. It is

his praise that he made a right and manly use o( them ; that

he did not smother his convictions, and hush down his con-

science, and endeavor to explain away to himself, for the sake

of a little false and outward peace, the obvious sense of the

prayers which he uttered before God and his people, but took

that other and far better course of explicitness and honesty.

By this proper use of circumstances, he placed himself where
he now stands in our religious history.

While I say that Mr. Freeman was the first preacher of

Unitarian Christianity in our country, I am not ignorant that

he has himself said, in a note to his sermon on the death of

Dr. Howard, " that Dr. Mayhew may with justice be denom-
inated the first preacher of Unitarianism in Boston, and his

religious society the first Unitarian Society." There is no

doubt that Dr. Mayhew, and some of his cotemporaries be-

side, held opinions which were antitriniiarian, and did not

conceal them. Passages are quoted, in the note abovemen-

tioned, from Dr. Mayhew's sermons, which prove that he

did not believe in the equality of Christ with the Father
;

but they are passages which would not have aroused general

attention, or disturbed general prejudices. To such preach-

ing can hardly be awarded the character of an avowal of

Unitarianism ; and no such avowal was at the time under-

stood to have been made. Dr. Freeman was not the first

clergyman in the country who entertained opinions at vari-

ance with the received doctrine of the Trinity ;
but it is now

conceded by all, that he was the first who openly and ex-

plicitly avowed and maintained proper Unitarian Christianity.

His calm confidence in the merits of his cause, the suavity

and kindness of his deportment, the guard which he kept

over his zeal, and the regard which he manifested for the

good and wise of all denominations, appeared in advanta-

geous contrast with the noise and heat and uncharitableness

33
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with which he was at first and by some assailed. His own
conviction that the open avowal of his religious tenets would

be likely to deprive him of his situation at the Chapel, and

the probability that this would be the case, prevented the re-

motest suspicion that he was actuated by any but the most
disinterested motives ; and the purity and probity of his life

and conduct, in like manner forbade the su])position that his

change of faith could be connected with any principles or

feelings but those which were virtuous and upright. Good
and fairminded men, whether ministers or laymen, were his

friends. Anions; the latter were Richard Cranch, George
Richards Minot, Christopher Gore, Dr. Dexter, and indeed

most of the distinguished men of the time. Among the

former were Chauncy and Howard and Eckley, Belknap and
Clarke, Eliot and Lathrop. With these men and such as

these, whose names are canonized among us, and whose so-

ciety he has now gone to rejoin—how short, after all, is the

separation which years and the grave interpose between
friends !—with these men he lived, on terms of intimacy and

confidence ; and by the indirect influence alone which he thus

exerted on the hearts, if not on the minds of his associates

and others, he must have recommended his views in the most
unexceptionable manner.

But the avowal of obnoxious opinions, and the alterations

of the received Liturgy of his church, were not the only dif-

ficulties w hich presented themselves in Mr. Freeman's path,

and which he was called upon to surmount. Another diffi-

culty, conse(|uent upon thesi^, w as to be engaged and disposed

ol as it best might be. The church was still episcopal in its

forms and usages and |)redilections, and were desirous of ob-

taining episcopiil ordination for their pastor. But how was
this to be effected r Was it probable that any bishop, know-
ing his sentiments, would be willing to ordain him ? At
least the attempt could be made. A letter was accordingly

addressed by the wardens to Hishoj) Provost, dated July 29,

1787, in which they (earnestly reciuested him to bestow ordi-

nation on Mr. Freeman, but at [Uc same tinu^ e\|)ressed their

determination to adhere to their altered Liturgy, a copy of

which they sent to the Bislioj) ^vith the letter. Bishop Pro-

vost rcftistMl, and \va\ pro|)crl\, 'o tak(^ tlu^, r(>s|)oiisil)ility of

the ordination upon hinisi'll, under the existing circumstances,

and stated that the case would be reserved for the considera-
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tion of the General Convention. The church, on their part,

bein^ convinced that the agitation of the subject in the Con-
vention would give rise to much unpleasant debate, and that
the result would be unfavorable to their wishes, urged their

claims no further in that quarter, but came to the determina-
tion of resorting to first principles, and ordaining their min-
ister themselves. Mr. freeman was accordingly ordained by
his society alone, as their rector and minister, by a solemn,
appropriate, and interesting service, at the time of evening
prayer, on the 18th of November, 1787. Forty-eight years
afterwards, in that very desk where he stood up, firmly yet
meekly, to receive the pul>lic sanction of his people's choice,

and the Book of God which was placed in his right hand,
and the blessing which was invoked upon his head,—was
his funeral service performed.*

A greater outcry, from some quarters, was made on the

occasion of this independent ordination,f than when the Lit-

urgy was altered and the Unitarian faith was professed at the

Chapel. But Mr. Freeman went on quietly in his former

course, till its angry echoes died away on his ear. He ad-

dressed himself to the duties which were before him, being
" an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in

charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity ;" " giving attendance to

reading, to exhortation, to doctrine." Friends multiplied

around him ; he saw the opinions to which he had proved

himself so true, spreading with a sure and healthy growth
;

and his days flowed on in usefulness, honor, and peace.

The character of Dr. FreemanJ was one, which in its

its more prominent features, could not be mistaken. Hon-

esty and truth the most pure and transparent, associated in

happy union with gentleness and urbanity, unaffected mod-

esty, and real kindness and good will to all men—these were

qualities so distinctly marked on his every word and action,

and even look, that no one could know him without reading

them there. He was remarkably candid, but not, as it is

sometimes expressed, candid to a fault. His consideration

* November 18, 1835.

t See the account of this ordination, with its attendant circumstances, in the writer's

History of King's Chapel.

t He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity, from the University at Cambridge, in

the year 1811.
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for the feelings of others, saved his candor from hardening

into rudeness. He uttered nothing but the truth, but he did

not utter it unseasonably or harshly. He always spoke what

he meant, but he never meant to wound or to offend ; and

if, in a moment of excitement, he did wound or offend, he

was ready to pour out his oil and wine to soothe and heal.

This union of plainness and kindness, of truth and benignity,

was observable in both his conversation and his writings. He
was always explicit, but seldom controversial. He would

rather defend himself, than attack others.

He was truly humble, but he was above all the arts of

deception and double-dealing ; and he could not be awed or

moved in any way from self-respect and duty. He made all

allowances for ignorance and prejudice and frailty, but arro-

gance he would not submit to, and hypocrisy he could not

abide.

Dr. Freeman possessed in a remarkable manner the virtue

of contentment. You heard no complaints from him. He
was abundantly satisfied with his lot ;—he was deeply grate-

ful for his lot. The serenity of his countenance was an index

to the serenity of his soul. The angel of contentment seemed

to shade and fan it with his wings. " I have enjo}ed a great

deal in this world," he would often say, " a great deal more
than I deserve." " My life has been a very happy one," he

said to a friend, after his constitution was broken, and he had

been exercised for years with a painful disorder, " My life

has been a very ha|)py one ; I have suffered nothing."

Great philosophical equanimity and self-command were
naturally associated with his contented temper, and indeed

made part of it. His dignified endurance of provocation, as

I have before remarked, was exemplary. His patience under

disapj)ointment, was so steady and complete, that it was only

the few who were actpiainicd with circumstances, who knew
that he had been (lisa|)|)ointcd, and these (e\v knew it only

from sympathy, and not from any signs in him.

Dr. Freeman possessed strong feelings and affections, and

was capable of ardent and lasting attachments. His general

manner, esj)ecially in his prt>arhing, was so calm, sedate, and

rational, with even occasional abruptness, that a transient

observer might have been led to suppose that he was not apt

to be moved, or that he was even deficient in feeling, l^ut

this would have been a mistake. His heart was full of feel-
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ing, which not unfrequently rose up to his eyes and flowed
out in tears. A similar mistake might have been made con-
cerning his piety. He had seen so much external piety

which was false and delusive, that he was induced to restrain

the expression of his own religious emotions, as some might
think, too carefully, and thereby permit it to be supposed that

they did not exist. But his piety was real, vital, practical,

ever-glowing. It was the sun of his internal world, which
ripened the rich fruits of his life. All who knew him, knew
that he was pious, truly and deeply so.

He was generous, though poor. He would cheerfully

cancel a debt, on the debtor's plea of inability, and he valued

money only as it enabled him to contribute to the comfort of
those who needed his assistance.

He loved children, and loved to converse with and encour-

age them, and draw out their faculties and affections. His

manners, always affable and kind, were never so completely

lovely as in his intercourse with them. Naturally and insen-

sibly did he instil moral principles and religious thoughts into

their minds, and his good influence, being thus gentle, was
permanent. The same sweetness and consideration were
manifested toward all who were his juniors. Nothing seemed

to give him so much pleasure as to see a virtuous, intelligent,

and ingenuous youth. Toward young ministers and candi-

dates for the ministry, his bearing was truly paternal. I

have heard several of my brethren speak with grateful warmth

of his early attentions to them ; attentions which were valu-

able in themselves, and yet enhanced in value by their sea-

sonableness.

Dr. Freeman was a just man ; a man to be trusted. You
could confide your property to him, and, a more delicate

trust, your character. He was not blind to the faults of

men, nor was he blind to any of their good qualities ; and he

would rather dwell on the latter than expose the former.

He found something good in every one ; and it was his

pleasure to find it, and to point it out. No difference of

opinion, no public rumor or clamor, could sway the course of

this universal justice. If it was swayed at all, it was by his

kindliness of heart, which sometimes led him to treat the

demerits of an individual more leniently than the interests of

strict morality and the demands of strict justice might seem

to require. But this was because he was merciful to the sin-
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ner, and not because ho was insensible to the sin. It was

one of his favorite maxims, that a Christian should be indul-

gent to others, and severe to himself.

The mind of Dr. Freeman was one of great originality.

It arrived at its own conclusions, and in its own way. You
could not be long in his society, without feeling that you were

in the presence of one who observed and reflected for him-

self. His opinions of books and of subjects, were not the

echoes of public opinion, or of the paragraphs of a popular

review, or of the judgments of a great man. They were

his own, and were expressed with decision, yet without an

attempt or a wish to dictate. lie liked to hear the opinions

of others, and heard them respectfully. What he said was

often racy and pointed, and was sometimes even paradoxical
;

but his point was never envenomed, and he would allow so

many exceptions and (jualifications to his paradoxes, as the

conversation proceeded, that th(*y lost their startling guise,

and took the aspect of sober truths.

Few men had more practical wisdom th;ui the subject

of this memoir ; and when occasion called, he could bring

it into effective use, and cause it to exercise its due in-

fluence. He was a member of the last Convention for

amending the constitution of Massachusetts ; and perhaps

there was no man in that body whose ojjinion had greater

weight, or was attended to with more marked respect, than

his. A plan which he proposed, in committee, for reducing

and equalizing the representation of the state, is thought by

some who recollect its principle, to be the best which has yet

been devised.

Dr. Freeman ranks high among the writers of our country.

In early life he contributed a full share to the passing liter-

ature of tlu; day—a literature \\ hich is calltnl fugitive, but

which often leaves a ixrmaiunt impression on the mental and

moral character of a ])eople. The pieces which he published

in the maga/.inc^s and joiunals, W(>re marked, as I have been

told, by sprigiitliness and good-natured satire, and by purity

of style.

Of a graver nature were the pajXMs composed for the Col-

lections of this Society, and printcul for the most part in the

eighth volume of the first seric^s. These |)a|)ers consist

chiefly of historical accounts of towns on Cape Cod,—a part

of the country to which be was peculiarly attached—and are
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signed by the letters r. s. denoting his office of Recording
Secretary to the Society, which office was held by him from
1798 to 1812. These town histories may be regarded as

models of this species of composition. In the volume above
named there is a reprint of the Journal of Plymouth Planta-
tion, commonly called Mourt's Relation, to which Dr. Free-
man appended a body of notes. These notes, on account of
the accurate local knowledge displayed in them, add much to

the value of the ancient description, and enable the reader to

trace with great distinctness the path of the Pilgrims, from
their first landing on Cape Cod to their settlement at

Plymouth.

But his reputation as a writer rests principally upon his

published Sermons. These are highly and deservedly es-

teemed ; and their author's mental and moral character is

expressed in them more clearly than I can describe it. Their
subjects are various, but their style is uniform ; and that style

is distinguished for its purity, simplicity, and perspicuity.

We do not meet in them with the billowy swells of eloquence,

or the lightning flashes of genius ; but they abound in just

observation, acute remark, lucid exposition, affectionate ap-

peal, distinct and practical instruction, sincere and confiding

piety, with passages of graphic beauty and quiet pathos.

You see before you the holy Lake of Galilee, not disturbed

by sudden storms, and tossing the terrified disciples on its

wild waves, but bearing up their bark on its quiet bosom,

while they sit in peace, and listen to the heavenly wisdom of

their Lord. We of this Society especially, shall prize the

sermons of Dr. Freeman for their own and for their writer's

sake ; and the volume which he caused to be printed and

distributed among his parishioners a few years ago, in grate-

ful acknowledgment of their liberality towards him, will be

held precious by each individual possessor.*

* The first volume of sermons which Dr. Freeman gave to the public, passed through

three editions, the first of which was printed in 1812, and the third in 1821. This volume

was entitled " Sermons on Particular Occasions. By James Freeman." It contained ten

Sermons and two Charges. The next volume which he issued, entitled " Eighteen Ser-

mons and a Charge," was printed in 1829, but not published. It is the one which he

printed at his own expense, and distributed among his parishioners and friends. In 1832

he collected the Sermons and Charges of these two volumes together, omitted some of the

Notes, added one very brief but marrowy sermon on Necessity, and a free translation of

one of St. Basil's homilies, and published the whole in one volume, with the title of " Ser-

mons and Charges. By James Freeman. New Edition." It is probable that this volume

contains all the sermons which he cared to leave behind him. I am acquainted with more

eloquent volumes of Sermons, but with none more interesting than this.
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Till the year 1 809, Dr. Freeman performed the ministerial

duties of this church, alone. About this lime his strength ex-

perienced a decline ; and on the 1st of January of the above

mentioned year, the Rev. .Samuel Cary was ordained as his

assistant and colleague. In this connexion, while it lasted,

Dr. Freeman was very happy. But it was permitted to last

but a short time. The health of JMr. Cary failed ; he was
constrained to relinquish his duties ; he sailed for England in

the hope of restoration, hut died there not long after his arri-

val, on the 22d of October, 1815;—and with faltering ac-

cents and an almost bursting heart, Dr. Freeman preached in

this j)ulpit the Funeral Discourse on his young and excellent

friend.

Again he was alone in his charge till the summer of the

year 1824, when the present surviving minister of the church

accepted an invitation to be settled as his colleague, and was
inducted as such on the 29th of August. From mv bovhood

I had sat under the ministry of Dr. Freeman ; from my boy-

hood I had revered and loved him ; and I looked forward to

some years at least of that important assistance which a

father might render to a son, of that intimate and improving

communion which a son might hold with his father. But it

was not to be so. The illness of my venerated colleague

had so greatly impair(ul his constitution, that he iVIl himself

obliged to retire from the pidpit about the close of the year

1825, and in the summer of 182() he went to his residence

in Newton, which he left no more, till his s|)irit depaited to

a better world.

Although for these last ten vears of his retirement. Dr.

Freeman was compelled to resist the attacks of an obdurate

disorder by the daily use of medicine, and was subject to oc-

casional fits of severe agony, yet the work of decline and the

j)r()gress of infirmity wcvc very gradual with him. In winter

he was coiifnunl to the house, but in sumnuM' and autumn he

was generally to be found in his garden, or the grounds about

his house, of the cultivation of which lie was exceedingly

fond. It was pleasant to see him, to hear him, to talk with

him, and he delighted in the visits and converse of his friends.

His appearance, which always within my own rtMiieinbrance

h;id been venerable, was now patriarchal. His form was

slightly boued by age; his blue eyi;s spokiMiolhing but kind-
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n€ss and thoughtfulness ; the top of his finely-shaped head
was bare, and his remaining locks were as white as snow.

It was the desire of our departed friend and father that he
might not outlive his active usefulness, or stay on earth till

the faculties of his mind were impaired. But this was in

submission to the will of Providence, and it was the will of
Providence, that he should remain for a time an example of

patience and resignation. He never troubled his friends with
the repeated expression of this desire to be gone ; his remark-
able good sense kept by him to the last, and preserved him
from the common and less agreeable peculiarities of old age.

Even when his mind grew enfeebled, it showed its strength

in weakness. His memory sometimes failed him, and his

ideas would become somewhat confused, within the few
months preceding his death ; but his bearing was always calm

and manly ; he fell into no second childhood.

He looked upon death as it approached him, without fear,

yet with pious humility. He viewed the last change as a

most solemn change ; the judgment of God upon the soul as

a most solemn judgment. '' Let no one say when I am dead,"

he expressed himself to his nearest friends, " that I trusted

in my cwn merits. My own merits are nothing. I trust

only in the mercy of God through Jesus Christ."

When the attack fell upon him which terminated in his

death, he asked the physician who came to see him what he

thoi^ght of his situation. " You are very ill, sir," was the

reply. Then the longing to be away could no longer be sup-

pressed. " You bear me," was the answer of our aged

friend, " the most gratifying intelligence which I have heard

for years."

Ke languished in unconsciousness, interrupted by pain, for

a few days ; but during the last two days of his life pain left

him, and on the night of Saturday, the 14th of this month,*

about midnight, he breathed out his spirit as quietly as an in-

fant goes to sleep.

It was the intention of his friends, that his remains should

be brought to Boston the Wednesday succeeding his death,

and that the funeral service should be performed over theni,

in the church where he had ministered so long. But as it

was found on the morning of Tuesday, that the body was

* Novembsr, 1835 ; ia the 77th year of his age.

34
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not in a state to bear the removal, his funeral took place at

his house in Newton on the afternoon of that day. The sun

was setting, as the mortal part of our father was laid in the

tomb. The rays shone softly and richly on the quiet and re-

tired village grave-yard. The last leaves of a mild autumn,

were dropping around the friends who were standing there in

solemn silence. It was a beautiful and appropriate closing

scene.

The next day a funeral service was performed in the

Chapel, which was attended by the congregation, and by

numbers beside, who were desirous of paying this tribute of

respect to departed worth, and on the following Sunday a

funeral sermon was pronounced by the present minister of the

church, the greater part of which is embodied in this memoir.

Among the notices which were called forth by the event of

Dr. Freeman's death, may be mentioned those which ap-

peared in the Register and Observer, in the Boston Courier,

and in the National Intelligencer. Beside these, a sketch of

his life and character was given by the Rev. Dr. Parkman, in

a review, printed in the Christian Examiner, for January,

1836, of the Funeral Sermon j)reached in King's Chapel. A
Funeral Discourse, delivered at Louisville, Kentucky, by

James Freeman Clarke, a grandson of Dr. Freeman, was
published in the Western Messenger for January, and is a

feeling testimonial of filial piety and gratitude. " I would

lay this poor wreath," says the author, " upon the tomb of

one who was the guide and teacher of my youth ; more than

a father in tenderness and aflection ; and a friend such as I

can never hope to see again in this world."

The following quotation, which may fitly conclude this

memoir, is taken by permission from a sermon preached on

the same occasion at the First Church, by its pastor, the Rev.

Mr. Frothingham. It was in that church that Dr. Freeman
" worshijiped in his boyhood."

" His opinions," observes the preacher, " would be often

peculiar, but his spirit was always large and generous. He
was singularly free and plain in his speech, but in his manners

singularly urbane. And this union of dissimilar (pialities en-

deared him to the young, while it invested him with the

charm of originality even for men of the keenest and widest

observation. It is rare to meet one so utterly free from all

narrowness whether in thought or feeling; rare to find such
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a simple ingenuousness and unworn cordiality under the white
locks of wisdom. He was an unpretending man. He laid

claim to deserts of no kind. Yet no one could stand more
resolutely for what he believed to he sacred truth, than he
did when his convictions were every where spoken against ;

—

and if there are any here who will be called to any thing like

the torture of his slow endurances, they can ask nothing
better of God, than the sweet and unmurmuring temper, the

unexpressed submission,—which was none the less Christian

for being silent—with which his were sustained."

Memoir of Rev. John Prince, L.L. D. Br Charles
W. Upham.

The subject of the following Memoir was a very remark-

able instance of the favorable condition of society in this

country, which permits and encourages those who have a

zeal for knowledge and improvement to raise themselves from

the common walks of life to eminence and distinction.

John Prince was born in Boston on the 22d of July, 1751.

His parents resided in the north part of the city, and were

worthy and excellent members of the New North Society.

They were of Puritan descent, and, as was the case with all

who worthily claimed that name, were careful to give their

son a good education, and to impress upon his mind a rever-

ent sense of religious truth and duty. His father being a

mechanic the son naturally was intended and directed by him

to similar pursuits. He was early bound out as an apprentice

to a pewterer and tinman, and continued industriously and

faithfully to labor in his calling until his indentures had ex-

pired.

But his genius, from the beginning, had indicated a propen-

sity to a different mode of life. From a child his chief en-

joyments were found in books. He was wont to retire from

the sports of boyhood. There was no play for him to be

compared with the delight of reading. During the hours of
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leisure in the period of his apprenticeship, he sought no other

recreation than in the acquisition of knowledge.

It followed of course that, upon becoming free, he aban-

doned his trade and devoted himself to study. In a very

short time he was prepared to enter college, and received his

bachelor's degree at Cambridge in 177G, at the age of twenty-

five. After leaving college he was engaged for some time in

the instruction of a school. He pursued the study of divinity

under the direction of the Rev. Samuel Williams, of Brad-

ford, in the county of Essex, a clergyman highly distinguished

for talents and attainments, afterwards Professor of Mathe-

matics and Natural Philosophy in Harvard University. He
was ordained over the First Church in Salem on the 10th of

November, 1779. On the 8th of December, 1824, the

writer of this Memoir was settled as a colleague, with his

concurrence. He died on the 7th of June, 1836, having

nearly completed his 85th year. His ministry lasted 57 years

and 7 months.*

In sketchin": the character of Dr. Prince I shall consider

him as a Philosopher, a Divine, and a Christian.

The basis of his philosoj)ical attainments was laid in the

thirst for knowledge already alluded to. This trait was early

developed, and continued to be his most marked characteristic

until the hand of death was upon him. It was exercised in

almost every |)ossible direction, and as his memory was won-
derfully capacious and retentive, the result was that he accu-

mulated and had at command as large an amount of knowl-

ledge, as can easily be found in the j)ossession of any one

nnnd. Without taking into the accoimt what he derived from

books,—and few men have ever read more,— his eyes and his

ears were always o|)en, and his hands W(M(^ always biisv. No
idle moment ever passed over him. He noticed every occur-

rence, and explored every object within the reach of his curious

• Dr. I'rinri! was, in cirly lifr, of an apparcnllv inlirni rongtitiitioii. Ills parents wore
apprcliiMiHivi! that tli<;y iiiiglit not Ix* alilc lo rear liini. At tlic tini<< of hid ordination his

licalth was very dclic-ate. One of the mrmliiTs of tlic society, lieforo tlie vote inviting liini

to settle was put, oliserved in the I'arisli nieetin){ tliat lie coneiirred with all the rest of the

society in adiniriii!; .Mr. I'riiice very much, as a jireaeher and as a man, hut tlint hodouhtrd

nhout tho cxpedienry of settling a minister, whose romplainis weri< so alarming that the

Hociety wouiil in iili proltahililv very soon he railed lo hnry him. I)r. Chne rose in r«ply,

nnii admitted thnt Mr. Prince was in f<'ehii' health, hut stated that he did not apprehend his

condition to he so nnmediately alarming as (he other gentleman sup|iosed, and concluded

by naying that Mr I'rniri! might gel over hid infirmities, und live to hury lliciii nil. lie did

live to hury them all.
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observation. When a mere boy, he was intent to learn all

that was going on in the great world around him ; and this

appetite for knowledge enabled him to lay up a body of re-

miniscences, drawn from his early youth and from every
period of his life, which made him, in his old age, a truly

instructive companion. He was an attentive and inquisitive

spectator of the opening scenes of the revolutionary drama
in Boston, from the massacre through all the intermediate

events, including the destruction of the tea, to the battles of

Lexington and Bunker Hill. He was equally well stored

with facts in reference to men and things during all the sub-

sequent period of his life ; and what he knew he related in

a style of narrative, such as those who enjoyed his acquaint-

ance, can scarcely expect ever to find equalled.

In this connection it is necessary to remark,—as it was a

distinguishing trait in the character of Dr. Prince, and one

worthy of imitation by all,—that vigorous, unremitted, and

universal as was his thirst for knowledge, it was invariably

kept within the bounds of prudence, propriety and good feel-

ing. Probably no man ever lived more free from the charge

of being a prier into other persons' affairs, or a tattler of their

failings. He did not appear to have a sense to discern the

private frailties or follies of men. His lips were never known
to circulate scandal or gossip. During his long ministry I da
not believe that he has ever been even suspected of widening

a breach by tale-bearing, of raising a laugh at another's ex-

pense, or of uttering a syllable to the disparagement of a

single member of the community. All the notices he took^

and all the cicumstances he related in which other men were

concerned, were only such as could be made to point a gen-

eral moral, and illustrate a principle of human nature, without

affecting any individual injuriously. What I have now said

will commend itself to his friends as a true and accurate fea-

ture of his character, and it strikingly illustrates his judgment

and prudence, the integrity of his mind, the tenderness of

his feelings, and his strong sense of justice towards all men.

His passion for knowledge, receiving a particularly strong

bias from the manual occupation to which he served an ap-

prenticeship, inclined him, with peculiar interest, to the pur-

suit and cultivation of the several branches of Experimental

Natural Philosophy. On the 10th of November, 1783, just

four years from the day of his ordination, when 32 years of
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age, he communicated to the scientific world his improved

construction of the Air Pump. His letter, giving the first

account of it, addressed to President VVillard, of Harvard

College, may be seen in the first volume of the Memoirs of

the American Academy. The present generation can form

no conception of the interest awakened by this admirable in-

vention, not only in this country, but throughojit Europe.

His name was at once enrolled among the benefactors and

ornaments of modern science, and on that roll it will remain

inscribed until science itself shall be no more. The philo-

sophical journals of the day emulated each other in praising

the scientific research and the profoundness of reasoning dis-

played in the construction. The American philosopher was

allowed to have surpassed all former attempts in the same

department. His name is recorded, by an eminent writer, in

connection with that of the famous Boyle, among " those

who have improved the instruments of science and of whose

labors we are now reaping the benefit."* The machine is

still called, by way of distinction, " the American Air Pump,"

and its figure was selected to represent a constellation in the

heavens, and imprinted upon celestial globes.

His reputation was thus established among the first philos-

ophers and mechanicians of his age. He received the hono-

rary degree of Doctor of Laws from Brown University, in

Rhode Island, and was admitted to the several learned and

philosophical societies of the country.

f

It will not be expected of me to enumerate in detail the

various improvements made by Dr. Prince in philosophical

instruments. He introduced some of great importance into

the microscope, and contrived an alteration in the kaleido-

scope, by which a world of wonders, the brilliancy and glory

of which transreiul all that the eye of man ever contem-

plated, or his imngination conceived, was revealed to view,

as cxistin": in the darkest and roujihest metals and rocks be-

neath our feet. His last work of the kind was a stand lor a

telescope. This was a great desideratum in science. As

telescopes must be so made as to revolve in every direction,

• I.ccturcH on Nnttirnl .-mil I'.xpnrimontnl Philosophy , by Gcorgo Adnms. London, 1799.

Vol. I. p. H^.'iJ. IIcch's Cvclopnili!!. .Art. ,Air rump. Analylirnl Hcvipw, July, 17H!».

NicholHon'8 Journal, Vol. 1 . p. 1 1!». TIk- best arrount of llu- .'\mi>riran .\ir Pump in lo b»'

found in Dohson's Supplemi-nl to lli(> F'.nryrlopn-dia Hritannirn, .Art. Pnoumnlics.

t lie WM ndmillud u member of the Mni*8uchu8ctts Historical Society, Jan. 29, 1793.
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horizontally and perpendicularly, it had always before been
supposed necessary to support them on a point, upon which
it was found impossible to prevent a greater or less vibration,

thus introducing uncertainty, to some extent, into the obser-
vations of astronomers. Dr. Prince contrived a stand, on
which the telescope rests in a solid bed, with perfect firm-

ness, and at the same time is movable in every direction and
by the slightest touch of the finger. The following is the
conclusion of the description given by him of this ingenious
structure, as published by the American Academy. " I made
the brass work myself, and finished it on my birth day,—80
years old."

It is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to do justice to

Dr. Prince's claims upon the gratitude of the scientific world.
His modesty and indifference to fame were so real and sin-

cere that it never occurred to him to take pains to appropriate

to himself the improvements and discoveries he had made.
Fortunately for the cause of science, his whole philosopical

and literary correspondence has been preserved. All his own
letters, and many of them are very elaborate and minute,

containing full discussions, and, frequently, drawings executed
by the pen, were carefully copied out into manuscript volumes.

These manuscript volumes are the monuments of his genius,

and the only record of his contributions to the cause of sci-

ence. It was his custom, when he had made an improvement
in the construction and use of a philosophical instrument, in-

stead of publishing it to the world, to communicate a full

description of it, by private letter, to the principal instrument

makers in London. During his whole life, down to March
19th, 1836, the date of his last letter to Samuel Jones, of

London, he has, in this manner, been promoting the interests

of science, while his agency, to a very great extent, has been

unknown to the public.

A long letter, occupying ten closely written pages, is found

under the date of Nov. 3d, 1792, addressed to George Adams,

of London, and containing a full description of an improved

construction of the lucernal microscope. On the 3d of July,

1795, he wrote another letter to Mr. Adams, describing still

further improvements in the same instrument. Without

making any public acknowledgment of his obligations to Dr.

Prince, Mr. Adams proceeded to construct lucernal micro-

scopes upon the plan suggested by him. Shortly after the
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death of Mr. Adams, which occurred in the latter part of

1795, an article appeared in the Gentleman's Magazine,

signed hy John Hill, a distinguished cultivator of science, in

which the importance of these improvements was shown at

large, and illustrated by a plate. The writer stated that he

had procured his instrument from IMr. Adams a short time

before his death, and that Adams intimated to him, at the

time, that he had been indebted for some important sugges-

tions in its construction, to " a clergyman.'' The purpose

of Mr. Hill's communication seemed to be, in part to make
known the improvement, and in part to draw out the clergy-

man who had invented it. Dr. Prince's attention was directed

to Mr. Hill's publication by his London correspondent, but I

do not find that he answered the inquiry, at the time, or took

any stej)s to secure the credit, with the readers of the Gen-
tleman's Magazine, of the beautifully and truly ingenious

construction which had attracted so much curiosity and admi-

ration. He probably j)referred to let the subject drop, rather

than keep it before the public to the disadvantage of the

memory of his friend.*

The fact that Mr. Adams neglected to make him known
as the author of these improvements was, however, freely

remarked upon by others. One of his philosophical corres-

pondents, in a letter, dated London, March 3d, 1798, thus

alludes to the subject :
" I am rather surprised that the late

Mr. Adams appears not to have made known the person to

whom he was under so many and repeated obligations." But
while such remarks fell from others, they were never known
to pass the lij)s of Dr. Prince. The feelings they express

were not permitted to enter his breast. It was a beautiful

and most noble trait in his character, and one which was im-

pressed upon the notice of every observer, that he was inca-

pable of jealousy and suspicion. So far from allowing himself

to harbor unkind feelings towards Mr. Adams, or to indulge

the idea that he had treattul him with injustice, he rejoiced

in his reputation, delighted to promote his pros|)erity, and

when he heard of his death was most deeply and tenderly

afl'ected.

After the death of Mr. Adams, his successor in business,

• (lentlnn.nii'H Majjnzirip, Vol. (>(>. 2(1 |mrt, 179fi. pp. 897, lOSO. When Mr. Polwoii,

of riiilndflpliiii, piilili^li»>d thn HiippliMiicnt to the Knryclopndin Dritniiiiica, l>r. Priiico

cauHi'd Mr. llill'a cIoscri|ition to bu rrpruited in it, undor llio orticlu Opticn.
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Mr. Wm. Jones, sought Dr. Prince's correspondence in lan-

guage of which the following is a specimen, extracted from a

letter, dated London, Feb. 18, 1797: "A correspondence

with you, sir, will be as flattering to me as it is desirable. I

have long heard of jour knowledge and expertness in science,

and shall be happj to receive any communications that have
resulted from your study and experience."

In a letter, dated July 3, 1797, Mr. Jones repeats his solici-

tations, as follows : "Your celebrity as a philosopher is not

a little known in this country. Mr. Jefferson, many years

ago, mentioned* your name to me, and showed me the de-

scription of your air pump. A correspondence with you re-

specting science and instruments, will be highly gratifying

to me, and what small leisure an unremitting attention to

business will permit, I shall be happy to snatch occasionally

for your information."

The correspondence, thus commenced with this enlightened

and philosophical mechanician, was continued with him, and

after his death, with his brother, without intermission, to the

close of Dr. Prince's life, and became the foundation of a

sincere and most interesting friendship. It is indeed delight-

ful to witness the genial influence of scientific pursuits upon

the affections, binding together the hearts of those between

whose persons an ocean had always rolled.

The letters of Messrs. William and Samuel Jones are full

of expressions of admiration and gratitude towards Dr. Prince.

In one of them, dated March 3, 1798, Mr. Jones says, " It

is to to you that the Air Pump and Lucernal owe their pres-

ent state of perfection and improvement." In another, dated

September 29, 1798, he says, " In all respects I think you

have made the Lucernal as complete and as simple as it can

be made." Under the date of March 4, 1798, Mr. Jones

acknowledges the adoption of Dr. Prince's " very useful and

ingenious emendations" in the construction of the " astro-

nomical lanthern machinery."

Thus a constant intercommunication of friendly offices was

kept up for nearly forty years. The correspondence is cred-

itable to the Messrs. Jones in every point of view. On the

part of Dr. Prince, it contains a body of instruction such as

can no where else be found, and would be regarded as an iri-

valuable directory, by all whose business or whose pleasure it

is to make use of the instruments of science.

35
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Dr. Prince was eminently learned in almost every depart-

ment of Natural Philosophy. And what he knew it was his

great delight to communicate. His visiters were introduced,

through his admirable apparatus and specimens, to all the

wonders of Astronomy, Optics, Pneumatics, Botany, Miner-
alogy, Chemistry, and Entomology. Indeed there is nothing

beautiful, brilliant, dazzling, or rich, in any department of

the outward world, and which the ingenuity and skill of man
has yet been able to explore, which he did not spread out

before them. And all was illustrated, explained, and set

forth, with a facility, a clearness, a sprightliness of manner,
which never failed to charm the admiring listener. As an

experimental lecturer and operator, in his own parlor and sur-

rounded by his private friends, he was never surpassed by any
public professor of science. The delightful amenity and sim-

plicity of his manners and spirit were in admirable harmony
with the genius of science itself, and he never explored the

glorious mysteries and glittering recesses of nature, without

discerning, and causing all others to discern and adore, traces

of the power and wisdom of its author. Wherever he walked
with science, there he walked with God. Whenever he led

another into the hidden halls of nature's temple, he taught

him to pay glad and adniiring homage to the enshrined di-

vinity.

Dr. Prince brought his scientific skill and learning to con-

tribute to the diffusion of useful instruction and refined enter-

tainment in a great variety of ingenious methods. He was
as much interested in man as in nature. His knowledge of
the history and usages of nations was very extensive. All

the arts of civilized and social life had engaged his study. In

architecture, painting, and the fine arts generally, his taste

was highly cultivated. His collection of engravings and
specimens was very extensive and curious, liy means of

oj)lical instruments he was enabled to make a most satisfac-

tory display of all these treasures of knowledge. In the

course of a winter's evening, his dtOighted visiter, sitting all

the while f|uictly in his chair, was enabled to inspect the

temples and the structures of ancient and of modern Home,
to rx|)l()re the ruins of the old world, to traverse the streets

of London, Paris, St. Petersburg, to visit the villas of Italy

and noblemen's seats in England, to watch the successive

aspects of an eruption of Etna or \ esuvius, and literally to

survey the whole earth and the glories thereof.
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Thus did our venerable philosopher make science contribute
to his own happiness and improvement, and to the happiness
and improvement of his friends and acquaintances.
The character and reputation of Dr. Prince as a Divine,

were injuriously affected by his verj great eminence as a Phi-
losopher. The U'orld is reluctant to believe that a single
mind can fully master more than one department of knowl-
edge

; and if a person has vindicated a title to be placed in

the front rank in any branch of attainment foreign to his

professional pursuit, it has been inferred that he could not
possibly be equally distinguished in that profession. This is,

in general, a safe mode of reasoning ; but we know that

there are cases in which it is not applicable.

Dr. Prince was a very learned theologian. Those of his

brethren who have had much intercourse with him will justify

this declaration. In all the facts, illustrations and reasonings

that constitute the science of natural theology, his philosoph-

ical attainments gave him preeminence. He was also thor-

oughly versed in revealed religion. His views of the inter-

pretation and general criticism of the Scriptures were wise
and comprehensive. Few divines have ever been so conver-

sant with the history of opinions in the Church. His ac-

quaintance with the literature of theology was extraordinarily

minute and exact. With the character, bearing, and general

contents of every work of note, in our language, or in the

Latin tongue, he was familiar. Having for more than half a

century corresponded with the principal London booksellers

and been in the constant receipt of their catalogues,* he had

enjoyed great facilities for the accumulation of a theological

library, and was possessed of a most valuable, rare, and exten-

sive collection of standard works. It is defective only in the

modern publications which have issued from Germany. Dr.

Prince had no book in his library which he had not read, and

whatever he read he always remembered.

Although he was justly numbered among the Liberal cler-

* Dr. Prince was consulted by colleges, academies, and lyceums, in all parts of America,

with reference to the collection of philosophical apparatus and libraries, and for nearly half

a century has been employed to select and import books and instruments for public institu-

tions and for literary and scientific individuals. His agency in thus providing and diffusing

the means of knowledge has been extensively serviceable to the country. Within the few

last years of his life he has procured philosophical instruments for colleges and academies in

several States of the Union, from Vermont to Tennessee. At some of our public institu-

tions the most beautifully constructed instruments may be found, the work of his own

hands.
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gymen of the present day, his preaching, in reference to the

doctrines inculcated, has, I am inclined to think, been but

little, if at all, affected by any of the controversies of the

last half century. His theological sentiments were always
substantially the same, and would probably be found to har-

monize very nearly with the views in which serious and candid

Christians of both parties, if they could get rid of the dis-

turbing influence of names and phrases and sectarian lines of

division, would discover themselves to be united. His preach-

ing was rational, catholic, {)hilosophical, and liberal, and al-

though not calculated to be |)opular at the present day, was
duly estimated and admired by our predecessors. His ap-

pearance in the pulpit was venerable and impressive in the

highest degree, and the tones of his voice were truly noble

and melodious. His figure was tall, and although very much
bent by age, remarkabi}' graceful and dignified. His dress

was conformed to the fashion of the old school, and a full

head of hair, perfectly whitened by time, was gathered in

curls above his shoulders, so as to resemble the wigs worn by

our ancestors, for which it was often mistaken. He preached

his last sermon on the afternoon of the ITlli of April ; and
the image of his hoary locks and benevolent countenance will

not soon grow dim on the memories of those who have seen

him in the desk.

Dr. Prince's published sermons bear strong marks of his

excellent abilities and learning. His discourse on the death

of his early friend and l)rl()ved associate. Dr. Barnard, is an

admirable production, and in some |)assages exhibits an almost

unrivalled tenderness of sensil)ility and beautv of expression.

The following sentence is j)articularlv interesting on the pres-

ent occasion. " The Lord has taken awav my friend, my
brother, my companion and fcHou -laborer in bis vineyard.

But he is gone to his heavenly father ; and can I complain ?

I may wccj* for mvscif, but 1 cannot for him. I hav(> followed

him through many of the walks of life, and I must follow

him through death. I ask }oiir prayers that 1 may be pre-

pared for it." lie li;is follow imI him through death. Let us

rejoice^ in the ho|)e that the friends are again united to part

no more.*

• Dr. Princc'H sprnioii oti tlic dcntli of Dr. niirnnrii wiis* pri'.nrlictl in October, 1811.

TIkj following circuiii«tuiice« liud madv sticii nii impresHiun on h\n niinii lliat lie thought
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Great as was his taste for human science and philosophy,
I speak with full conviction drawn from a daily intimacy of

many years, when I say that theology was the subject upon
which he most loved to meditate, theological works were
most frequently in his hands, and, as he advanced towards
the end of life, I doubt not that among his most delightful

anticipations of the heavenly state, was the disclosure there

to be made, of all those truths relating to eternity, the soul,

and its author, about which his thoughts had been so habitu-

ally exercised.

It remains for me to speak of Dr. Prince as a Christian.

He was indeed a Christian, for he had the spirit of Christ,

which is a spirit of gentleness, tenderness and love. He
loved God most devoutly ; and he so loved man, that he

seemed not to know how to cherish any other affection to-

wards him. I believe him to have been incapable of hatred

or enmity ; and, as he was an enemy to no one, so I believe

that he had not an enemy in the world. It appears that his

benignant disposition was an object of particular remark at a

very early period of his life. Mr. Barnard, in giving the

Right Hand of Fellowship at his ordination, congratulated the

people, in the plain simplicity of the times, that they had ob-

tained for their pastor " a person of Mr. Prince's fine temper

and'respectable abilities."

The Christian piety of Dr. Prince was put to the severest

test. Life had for him its full share of troubles, and the

disease of which he finally died subjected him to the most

excruciating sufferings, but no one ever heard a murmur or a

complaint pass his lips. Neither the spirit of resignation nor

the spirit of faith deserted him for a moment. The Gospel

shed its sweetest and divinest radiance upon his bed of suffer-

ing and death.

proper, in publishing the sermon, to record them in a note to the clause, quoted above, " I

have followed him through many of the walks of life." The note is here subjoined.

" It is a singular concurrence in our walks of life, and one that has some effect upon the

social feelings, that we were educated at the same university, and after we graduated kept

the same schools in the same town ; studied divinity with the same clergyman ;
settled in

the ministry in the same town ; the same person preached our ordination sermons
;
and we

received honorary degrees from the same university." ....
It is a singular continuation of this series of concurrences, and as affecting as it is singular,

that, owing to some error at the time. Dr. Prince's remains were carried down into the

wrong tomb, and laid by the side of Dr. Barnard's. He followed him, literally, from the

cradle to the grave.
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The last years of the life of our venerable friend realized

the brightest picture of a happy old age. By the kindness

of his people he was released from labor and care ; a long

respite was given him, after the day of toil was over, and

before the summons came to depart. In the pursuits of phi-

losophy and religion ; in the peaceful and cherished society

of a kindred spirit ; in the company of his friends ; in the

exercise of amiable affections towards man, and of admiring

adoration towards God, the glories of whose creation he was
continually exploring; and in the enjoyment of enough of

this world's goods to meet his wants, he quietly descended
the lengthened vale of years. He had his trials, and at times

they were severe indeed, but his patience and faith were suf-

ficient to sustain him while they lasted, and when they had

passed away, the very memory of them seemed to be obliter-

ated by the pleasant engagements which, in cheerful conver-

sation, in instructive books, in philosophical experiments, and

in the employments of his workshop, were ever at hand.

His faculties of body and mind remained sound and bright

to the end ;
" his eye was not dim, nor his natural force

abated ;" and at last he came to his " gnwe in a full age, like

as a shock of corn comcth in in his season."*

Memoir of Rev. Ezra Shaw Goodwin.

Ezra Shaw Goodwin was born at Plymouth, September
11, 1787. His education was commenced at the common
schools in his native town, and the studies preparatorv for

admission to college he jjursued under the rare of the Rev.

David Gurney, of Middlrborough. He entered the Univer-

sity in Cambridge in 1}{();3, and graduated in 1807. In 1809
he commenced preaching, and was ordained as minister of

the First Parish in Sandwich, March 17, WAX In 1814 he

was married to Miss Ellen Watson Davis, the eldest daughter

* In grntcful nrUnnwIrdgmciit of the kindnoM mid fidelity of lii* pnriith, Dr. Prince bo-

cjunnthod n vnlunMo tlioologicnl Idirnry of 150 voliimca for the porpptual line of the minittcrs

•of the First Church in Snlnn.



Memoir of Rev. Ezra Shaw Goodwin. 283

of Hon. John Davis, of Boston. In 1822 he was elected a
member of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and in 1830
a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
He died February 5, 1833, in the 46th year of his age, and
in the 20th of his ministry.

The following notices of Mr. Goodwin, giving a just view
of his character, are extracted from a biographical memoir
prefixed to a volume of his Sermons published after his

decease.*

In the earlier part of his ministry especially, he devoted
himself entirely to the peculiar duties of his situation, and
was little known except to the churches in his immediate
neighborhood. But in this faithful discharge of the quiet

duties of a clergyman, in a retired parish, he was preparing

himself for a more enlarged sphere of usefulness, and was
laying up treasures of thought and knowledge to be improved
in after years. He felt that no man could be faithful to the

high trust which such a situation imposes, who did not ad-

vance himself in at least as great a proportion as he contrib-

uted to the advancement of others, and that if a Christian

minister were a stationary being, there was reason to fear he
neglected a large portion of the gift within him. We accord-

ingly find that he neglected no opportunity to acquire infor-

mation, or impart it to others, in any of the branches of useful

or entertaining knowledge. No one could pass an hour in

his society and not discover his fondness for philosophical in-

quiry, and his extensive knowledge on subjects of general

interest. He was a most ardent admirer of nature, and an

accurate observer of its order and its laws. As has been

well expressed by another, " his mind was always vigorous

and inquisitive ; his heart was always kind. He was not, as

many solitary students are, ignorant of all subjects and in-

different to all but those within their own confined sphere.

His eyes were open to surrounding objects and passing events,

and he could speak pleasantly on most of the topics of gen-

eral interest. Natural history received much of his attention,

for he loved to study the works as well as the word of God.

* These sermons, fifteen in number, were printed, principally, for distribution among his

late parishioners, and near friends and connexions. The biographical memoir, prefixed,

was written by his esteemed friend and kinsman. Rev. Hersey B. Goodwin, just now
departed from us, at an early age ; resembling his beloved and honored relative in many
points of character ; like him, also,

" Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit.'*
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But all his knowledge was consecrated to the high uses of

piety. From the fields and the woods, from the rivers and

the sea, he brought their first fruits and their rare and beau-

tiful things, and laid them as an offering upon the altar."

To this observation of nature and a deep insight into men
and things around him, was added a diligent study of books.

His memory was both quick and retentive to a remarkable

degree. Many passages of his favorite authors, though read

or heard by him but once, never escaped him. Of poetry he

was particularly fond—and to his intimate friends his mind

seemed to contain a volume of the richest and most beautiful

extracts from the best English poets of ancient and modern
times. But the study to which he was most strongly attached

and to which he devoted his chief attention, by night as well

as by day, was the study of the Scriptures in the original

languages, and of the various books which serve to illustrate

them. In this, as in all his other investigations, he manifested

his supreme regard for truth—his enthusiastic love of it.

He loved it for its own sake. He cherished it simply because

it was truth. In his efforts to find it and then to propagate

it, he was equally free, fearless and sincere. It was this un-

compromising integrity in presenting truth to others, and this

perfect freedom in searching for it himself, that appeared to

many, not intimately connected with him, to border on im-

prudence—but in proj)ortion as men understood his |)eculiari-

ties, they respected him for his honesty and admired him for

his simplicity and frankness.

With these (pialitios of independence and freedom from

dissimulation, humility and charity were harmoniously blended.

These last virtues were, in fact, the natural fruits of the for-

mer. His supreme reverence for truth, which was witii him

but one form of niverence for that Being who is the founda-

tion of truth, was most naturally productive of an expansive

benevolence and that charitv which vaunteth not itself. In

this respect he illustrated the lollowiug remark of Coleridge,

of which his character has often reminded us. " He who
fancies that he must be perpetually stooping down to the

prejudiees of his fellow cri-atures, is p('r|)etuallv reminding

and reassuring himself of his own vast superiority to them.

But no real greatness can long co-exist with deceit. The
whole faculties of man must be exerted in order lo noble en-

ergies ; and he who is not earnestly sincere, lives in but hall



Memoir of Rev. Ezra Shaw Goodwin. 285

his being—self-mutilated—self-paralyzed." He respected
human nature because it was created in the image of God,
and an object of God's mercy and parental care.

Such are some of the most striking features in the intel-

lectual and moral character of Mr. Goodwin. As a writer

and preacher he was distinguished for clearness of conception
and lor frankness, approaching in some cases to boldness, in

his methods of stating and illustrating truth. As a pastor,

he won the esteem, affection and confidence of his flock

—

taking a deep interest in all their affairs, and showing himself

their counsellor and friend in prosperity as well as in adver-

sity. As a friend he was strong in his attachments, and his

friends were no less strongly attached to him. It is the lan-

guage of one who knew him from his childhood, and was
most intimate with him in his preparatory studies and during

his college life, " he was free from all envy, jealousy and

presumption, and was always, and to all, unaffectedly kind

and sincere. His friendship was not liable to the chill of

pride or the consumings of anger."

The views through which the public has become most ac-

quainted with Mr. Goodwin, have appeared in various num-
bers of the Christian Examiner, and have reference to the

meaning of those Greek and Hebrew words which in the

received version of our Scriptures are invested with the sense

of eternal duration. On the result of that investigation, it

must be left for the learned to decide ; but that it indicated

great originality and independence, patience of research, and

a true Christian charity, there can be but one opinion."*

The following is a list of Mr. Goodwin's writings, pub-

lished in his life time.

Notices of the Great Storm, Sept. 2.3, 1815. Mass. His-

torical Collections, Vol. X. Second Series.

Meaning of the words translated Eternity and Eternal, in

* The first of these articles appeared in IS 28, in the form of an essay on the meaning of

the expressions " everlasting punishment" and " life eternal," in Matthew xxv. 46. Mr.

Goodwin, in two letters in Vols. X. and XII. of thp Examiner, went into a thorough investi-

gation of the meaning of these words, Aim and a/aiv/of, from their etymology, the earlier

lexicographers, and particularly from their use by the classic writers. On the last point, all

the paasages in which either of these words is found in Homer, Hesiod, yEschylus, Pindar,

(except the Fragments) Sophocles, Aristotle's Metaphysics, and his treatises de Mundo, de

Spiritu, de Moribus, de Ccelo, Euripides, and Pldto, were brought forward, translated, and

left to speak for themselves. He then proceeded to investigate in a similar manner the

meaning of the Hebrew word corresponding to a/a-v and ctiavtoc, in the Septuagint. This

investigation is published in a third and fourth letter, in Vols. XIII. and XIV. of the Exam-

iner. The last was not issued till after the decease of the writer.
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the Scriptures. Christian Examiner, Vols. V., IX., X., XII,

XIII., XIV.
A Sermon on the Secrecy of the Soul in Communion with

God. Liberal Preacher, Vol. III., No. 9.

An Address before the Barnstable Peace Society, Dec. 25,

1830.

Ancient and Modern Orthodo.xy. Unitarian Advocate, for

December, 1831.

Alice Bradford, or a Birth-day Present.

Some Scriptural Readings compared with some Unscriptu-

ral Sayings. Tracts of the American Unitarian Association,

No. QQ, 1st series.

The Shipwrecked Coaster. Token for 1833.

A Letter from Col. George Morgan to Gen. Washing-
ton, INCLOSING the LoRD's PrAYER IN ShAWANESE.

New York, Sept. \st, 1789.

Sir,

Having been engaged here some days in the examination

of the late Mr. Hutcliins's papers, I h.ive found amongst them
a letter to your Excellency from the Marquis de la Fayette,

accompanied by one from vou, ro(|uestiiig Mr. Hutcliins's

attention to the forming a vocabulary of the Indian languages,

for the Empress of Russia, who has ordered a universal dic-

tionary to be mad(^ of all languages.

If your Excellency hath not received satisfactory returns

from Mr. Ilutchins, or others to whom you may have applied,

it will afl'ord me particular jiloasure to coiitribute so essential

a service* to the republic of letters, by giving vour Excellency

a Vocabulary and (irammar of the Shawanese tongue, to-

gether with our Lord's praver : all composed at mv recpiest,

by my friend Alexander McKee, Es(j. to whom the best

speakers of the nation recur for instruction in all doubtful

words and expressions in their own language.

Mr. McKee being a good scholar, and writing a very fair



The Lord's Prayer in Shawanese. 287

hand, adds to the cerlaintj and value of these performances
;

and the more so, as 1 have reason to believe that he neither

made nor kept another copy. I find, too, from my former
travels and late tour, that the Shawanese tongue is the root

of many others of the more western tribes.

A Vocabulary and Grammar of the Delaware language is

made by the Rev. Mr. Zeisberger, which, if your Excellency
hath not obtained, I will procure and send to you. They are

all at present in my son's possession, except our Lord's
prayer, as I gave them to him when he entered a cadet in

the first United States' regiment ; but I will write to him
immediately for them, if your Excellency wishes to have
them. I do myself the honor to inclose our Lord's prayer,

as I brought it here with intention to publish it, to prevent

its being lost. When your Excellency has had a copy taken,

be pleased to direct the original to be forwarded, inclosed in

my letter, to Mr. Carey.

1 have the honor to be, with perfect respect, your Excel-

lency's most obedient, humble servant,

George Morgan.

The Lord's Prayer in Shawanese.

Coe-thin-a, Spim-i-key Yea-taw-yan-oe, 0-wes-sa-yey

Yea-sey-tho-yan, ce : Day-pale-i-tum-any Pay-itch-tha key,

Yeu-issi-tay-kay-yon-oe Issi-nock-i-key, Yoe-ma-assis-key-kie

pi-sey Spim-i-key. Me-li-na-key oe noo-ki Cos-si-kie, Ta-

vva-it thin-ce-yea-wap-a-ki Trick-whan-a, Puck-i-tum-i-wa-

000 Kne-wan-ot-i-they-way Yea-se-puck-i-tum-a Ma-chil-i-

tow-e-ta Thick-i-ma-chaw-ki Tus-sy-neigh-puck-sin-a Wa-
pun-si coo waugh po Won-at-i-they ya Key-la Tay-pale-it-

tum-any Way-wis-sa-kie Was-si-cut-i-we-way They-pay-we-

way.
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General Abstract of the Bill of Mortality for the City of Boston, from
January 1, 1833, to January 1, 1S34, agreeably to the Records kept

at the Health Office*

Jan.

Feb.

March
April

May
June
July

Aug.
Sept.

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

1833.



BILLS OF MORTALITY FOR THE CITY OF BOSTON. 239



290 BILLS OF MORTALITY FOR THE CITY OF BOSTON.

General Abstract of the Bill of JMortaliiy for the City of Boston, from Janu-

ary 1, 1835, to January I, 1836.
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Acknowledgment of Donations.

The thanks of the Massachusetts Historical Society are presented

5 donations.

CHARLES LOWELL, Corresponding Secretary.

for the following donations

I

JVIay, 1834.—Observations relative to the execution of Maj. Andre.-

Presented by Dr. James Thacher.

Worcester Magazine and Historical Journal.

C. C. Baldwin, Esq.

Grammatica della lingua Maltese ; Motti, Aforizmi e Proverbii Mal-
tesi ; Ktyb. yl. gari. Silas P. Holhrook, Esq.

June, 1834.—Catalogue of Yale College, 1833, (triennial) ; Case
of William Vans, (Report of Committee, 1833) ; Sullivan's Discourse

before Boston Mercantile Association, 1832 ;. Caleb Cushing's Oration,

July 4, 1832 ; Charge to Grand Jury by Chief Justice Shaw ; Report

of friends of American Colonization Society, 1831. J. Willard.

Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, Vol. 4, New
Series, Parts 2 and 3 j Laws and Regulations of same Society, revised

1833, The Society.

Map of Sudbury, Mass, Dr. Thomas Stearns.

Portrait of Jeremiah Dummer, deposited.

Report of Majority of Bank Committee, in Congress, May 22, 1834 ;.

Governor Lincoln's Message to Senate, March, 1833, on proposed

Mihtia Law ; Spirit of Man Sanctified. James Savage, Esq.

Wadsworth's Chart of Narraganset Bay, 1832.

Hon. Daniel Webster.

Secretary of Navy's Letter to House of Representatives, relating to

Gun Boats, 1809 ; Secretary of Treasury's Letter to House of Rep-
resentatives, on Public Credit, 1809 ; Secretary of Treasury's Annual

Report, 1809 ; Receipts and Expenditures of the United States, 1792^

1793, 1794, 1796, 1800, 1801. Hon. John Pickering.

A collection of Manuscripts, Pamphlets and Books.

Heirs of Rev. Dr. Belknap.

July.—Bancroft's History of the United States, Vol. I.

The Author,

Weston's History of Eastport and vicinity, 1834.

Eastport Lyceum.

Executive Documents, First Session, Twenty-Second Congress,

relative to Manufactures, 2 vols. Congress.

Biographical Sketches of the Thacher Family. By James Thacher,

M. D. The Author.
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August.— History of Berkshire, Mass., 1S29.

Rev. David D. Field.

New Hampshire Register, 1830, 1833, two copies of 1834.

jyir. Gardner P. Lyon.
American Quarterly Register, Vol. VII. No. I.

B. B. Edwards.
Southern Literary Messenger, Vol. I. No. 1. T. W. White.

Manuscript Account of Captivity of Hugh Mason among the Dela-
ware Indians, 1756 to 1759. Rtv. Timothy Jllden.

Rev. Thomas Prince's Ordination Sermon, October 1, 1718, a

manuscript in the handwriting of Prince. Luther S. Cushing, Esq.

September.—Engraved likeness of Governor Hancock.
Rev. R. M. Hodges.

Files of Columbian Centinel and of Boston Daily Advertiser for

several years. Hon. Thomas L. Winthrop.

First No. of a periodical work published in China ; also a Chinese
clearance of a vessel and a Letter of Protection.

Bryant P. Tilden, Esq.

October.— Fifty books and pamphlets, political, ecclesiastical, &c.
Rev. R. J\L Hodges.

Felt's History of Ipswich, Essex, and Hamilton, 1834.

The Author.

Manuscript list of births and burials in Cambridge, from 1632 to

1644. Dr. Gamaliel Bradford.

First and Second Annual Report of Fellenberg Academy.
J)r. Jacob Porter.

American Quarterly Register, two Nos.; Sixteenth Annual Report
of the American Education Society, 1832. B. B. Edirards.

E. Everett's Eulogy on La Fayette. The Author.

Felt's Annals of Salem. The Author.

History of England, by John Milton, Sir Thomas More, Lord
Bacon and others ; Lombard's Archaionomia.

Rev. Robert F. Jl'alcutt, from Thomas JValcutt, Esq.

December.—The l^ibrary of Thomas Walcutt, E^q. containing sev-

'Cral hundred valuable volumes.

Thomas IValcutt, Esq. and Rev. Robert F. JValcult.

Transactions of the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, 2
volumes, and Parts J. and 11. of vol. 3.

John Dunlop., Esq. of Scotland.

Portrait of the late Governor Wolcott, painted by Air. Osgood.

Samuel Osgood.

Portrait of Col. l^ollard, former SheriH" of Sullolk. Also, Portrait

of Maiiaiu Pollnrd. Isaac If'inslotr, Esq.

Box made from the Old Charter Oak in Hartford.

Dr. J. Smyth Rogers., of Hartford

Rev. Dr. Codman's Sermons. The Jluthor.

January., 1835.— I'ortrait of Charles Carroll of Carrolton, painted

by Mr. Harding, deposited. Chester Harding.
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Sir Thomas Palgrave's Rise and Progress of English Commonwealth,
Anglo Saxon period ; Sir Thomas Palgrave's History of Anglo Saxons.

The Jluthor.

Mornie's Historie of the Papacie. Dr. Gamaliel Bradford.
February.—Mr. O. Rich's Catalogue of old and new Books in Eng-

lish, Spanish, Italian, French, &c. &c. 0. Rich.

List of Subscribers to the loan made to Government during Shay's
insurrection, with the respective amounts, &c., manuscript kept by
Edward Payne and presented by his grandson,

William E. Payne., Esq.

Catalogue of Harvard College Library, Vol. 3, containing Maps and
Charts. President Quincy.

March.—O. Rich's Bibliotheca iKmericana Nova, of books relating

to America, printed since A. D. 1700, collected by O. Rich.

0. Rich, Esq.

April.—Arm Chair and large Family Table, made of oak, that be-

longed to Governor Edward Winslow, of Plymouth.

Heirs of late Dr. John Winslow, of JWarshfield.

Mr. Attorney General's Reports to the Legislature, in 1835 ; also

his Exposition of the Rights of the Commonwealth to the Ferries in

Boston Harbor. Mr. Attorney General Austin.

Annual Report of Board of Public Improvements of North Carolina,

to General Assembly, 1821, and Mr. Fulton's Report to the Board,
1821. Dr. James Mease.
May 28, 1835.—Documents of Senate and House of Representa-

tives of Massachusetts, January Session, 1835 ; Rev. Dr. Wain-
wright's Election Sermon, 1835 ; Report of Commissioners, on the

revision of the General Statutes of the Commonwealth, Parts 2d, 3d
and 4th, 1834. The Legislature.

Ferdinando Gorges, Instructions to the Commissioners.

Dr. John Mason of Bangor.
National Intelligencer for 1830, 1831, 1832, 1833, 1834, and four

months of 1835. Hon. Edward Everett.

Speech of John T. Brown in Virginia House of Delegates, Jan.

29, 1835, on the election of a Senator to Congress.

Thomas W. White, of Richmond.

Rev, Dr. Burrough's Discourse delivered in the Chapel of the New
Almshouse, Portsmouth, N. H. December, 1834, on its being first

opened for religious services. The Author.

A Medal struck in memory of Robert Fulton.

Matthew Carey, Esq.

Address of Daniel P. King, at the celebration of Lexington Battle,

in Danvers, 1835, with remarks by General Foster and a Portrait.

The Author, D. P. King, Esq.

June 25.—The Alphabet of the primitive language of Spairu

Hon. G. W. Erving.

William Brigham's Address to the Inhabitants of Grafton, on the

First Centennial Anniversary of that Town. The Author.

37
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Histoire de la Republique des Provinces Unis, 4 vols ; Receuil de
divers Traites de Paix, de Confederation d'AUiance, de Commerce, &c.
2 vols ; Nouveau Receuil de Traites d'AUiance, de Treve, de Paix, de

Guarantee, et de Commerce, jusques a I'annee 1709. Par le Sieur J.

Dumont, 2 vols. Dr. A. Holmes.

Alexander Moultrie's Oration, 4th July, 1822, Charleston ; Alex-
ander Gurden's Eulogy on General Pinckney, 1825 ; Dr. Charles L.
Edwards' Oration, 4th July, 1827 ; John Gadsden's Eulogy on K. L.
Simons, 1819. Rev. J. Jldams^ D. D. Charleston, S. C

First Part Report of Commissioners on Revised Statutes of Massa-

chusetts. The Legislature.

July 30.—Rushworth's Collections from 1615 to 1629.

Hon. John Welles.

Hon Edward Everett's Address at Lexington, 1835.

The Author.

Parts 2d and 3d of Vol. III. of Trans, of the Literary and Histor-

ical Society of Quebec, April, 1833 and April, 1835. The Society.

History of California, 2 vols. J^. J\fitchell.

*^itg. 25.— First Annual Report of the New Hampshire Anti-Slavery

Society, .Tune 4, 1835. John Farmer, Esq.

The Solilogue, or Dying Words of Pious Liberty Tree, and an In-

scription on ^Ir. Clagget ; J]lanuscript Statistics of Lowell Manufac-

tures. J. Willard, Esq.

American Quarterly Register, August, 1835 ; Annual Report of

American Education Society. B. B. Edu^ards.

Dr. Burrough's Discourse on Pauperism. The Author.

Sept. 24.—2 copies History of Nantucket, by Obed Macy.
The Author.

Catalogue of Members of Linonian Society at Yale College ; Cata-

logue of tlieir Books ; Catalogue of Graduates at ^ ale College, 1834.

Dr. Jacob Porter.

Senate Documents of United States, for 1833-4, from 1 to 10 vols,

inclusive— 1st Session, 23(1 Congress ; Senate Journal of 1st Session,

23d Congress, I vol.; Statistical Tables, 1st Session, 2od Congress, 1

vol. Cougres.'i.

Oct. 29.— Boston Gazette 1781, by Benj. lulcs ; Boston Chronicle

1767 and 1768, by Meiii and Fleming ; Cobbott's Weekly Political

Register, 1816, written in Kngland ; Pev. East Apthorp's Sermon at

Christ Church, Cambridge, 1764 ; 7 Discourses, &c. by an rnnnent

minister of the (Jospcl among the Quakers in the Island of Torlola,

Phila. 1*83; Consideralions on the prosrnt War, by a (Graduate of

Cambridge, 1794; A Voyage from Iniled States to South America,
1821-22-23; Olisrrvaiions on Dispute between I'nitcd Stales and

France, by Holjorl (ioodloo Harper, 1797 ; A .lournal of SuHerings of

Atnericans in I'Vanre, by Stephen Clubb, 1809 ; Address to People
of New England i)y Algernon Sidney, 1808 ; Report on Farmers Ex-
change Bank, P. \. 1809 ; Pobert Smith's Address to the People,

1811 ; Narrative of the Robbery of Nantucket liank, 1616 ; Letters
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from London to an inhabitant of America, respecting troubles at Ge-
neva, 1794 ; Letters on Free Masonry, by a Lady of Boston, 1815

;

An Enquiry into Orders in Council, by Alexander Baring, 1808; a

Portrait of Mr. Faneuil.

JV[r. and JWiss Jones, heirs of Edward Jones.

Catalogue of Books of Linonian Society, Yale College, 1829 ; Cat-

alogue of Yale College, 1829 ; Method of using Chloride of Soda, by
A. G. Labaraque, translated by Jacob Porter ; Serious Examination,

translated from Spanish, by Jacob Porter ; The Well-Spent Sou, or Bi-

bles for poor Negroes, translated from the French, by Jacob Porter.

Dr. Jacob Porter.

Collections of Rhode Island Historical Society, 2d vol. 1835.

Thomas H. Webb, their Secretary.

Report of Cases decided in Supreme Court, South Carolina.

J Mams, D. D.
History of Concord, by Lemuel Shattuck. The Author.

The doings and papers of the Royal Society at Copenhagen, for

1834 and 1835. The Society.

JVor. 26.—Dr. James Freeman's Sermons.
Joseph Coolidge, Esq.

American Quarterly Register, No. .34, November, 1835.

B. B. Edwards.

Ancient Account Book, kept at Morlaix in France, from 1636 to

1645, Manuscript. Mr. and Miss Jones.

Four Military Orderly Books during the Revolution, in Manuscript^

for 1780, deposited by Thomas B. Curtis, Esq.

Rev. J. Adams' Eulogy on Elias Horry, Esq. ; Rev. J. Adams'
Oration before Graduates at Charleston ; Rev. J. Adams' Conven-

tion Sermon, South Carolina ; Rev. J. Adams' Address before the

Euphradian Society ; Rev. J. Adams' Sermon on Advent Sunday,

1834. The Author.

Catalogue of Yale College, 1835 ; Catalogue of the Bocks of Lino-

nian Society at Yale College, 1834 ; Catalogue of the members of said

Society, 1852. Dr. Jacob Porter.

Notices of the character of Mrs. Sarah Parkman, 1835.

F. Parkman, D. D.
The Jurisprudent from July 10, 1830, to July 23, 1831, inclusive.

Published by Gray & Bowen, Boston. Jos. Willard, Esq.

Attorney General's Report in the case of Middleton, Dorchester,

Belchertown, Cambridge, Danvers, Deerfield, and Warren Bridge,

1835. James T. Austin, Esq. Attorney General.

Portraits of Columbus and Washington. Israel Thorndike, Esq.

Plan of the City of New York, as it was in 1728.

/. Smyth Rogers, Esq.

Dec. 31.

—

Manuscript Sermons, 1655, 2 vols.; Ancient Manuscripty

imperfect ; another old Manuscript, deposited. G. W. Head, Esq.

Map of Middleborough. Abner Bourne, Esq.

Forty Maps of Towns in Massachusetts, &c. Wm. Pendleton.
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Discourse before Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, 1835
;

Form of Covenant of Old South Cluircli ; Catalogue of Books relating

to America, in the collection of Col. Aspinwall ; Collections of New
Hampshire, Vol. I. No. 3

;
part of Mr. Prince's 2d vol. of Annals.

lion. James Savage.

Charge to Grand Jury of Suflblk, by P. O. Thacher, Esq.

The Author.

Journals and Documents of Congress for 1533 and 1834.

Congress.

Life of Governor Gerry, 2 vols, by Hon. J. T. Austin.

The Author. •

Jan. 28, 1836.—Collections of Rhode Island Historical Society,

Vol. 3d. The Society.

Address before the American Antiquarian Society, by William Lin-

coln, Esq. The Author.

Letter to Hon. H. G. Otis, P. Sprague and R. Fletcher, on the

subject of Slavery. A Friend.

American Monthly Magazine, 1836. John Slark.

New Hampshire Annual Register, and United States Calendar, by

J. Farmer. No. 15. The Publishers.

Feb. 25.—American Quarterly Register, February, 1836.

The Editor.

Historia de la Conquista de Mexico, by Don Antonio de Solis, 3

vols. 1791 ; Proceedings of Temperance Convention, 1836 ; Ordina-

tion Sermon, by Wm. Lunt, 1835. Rev. A. Young.

Centennial Address at Acton, by Josiah xVdams, Esq. 1835.

The Author.

The American Almanac and Repository of Useful Knowledge, for

the year 1836. Jos. E. Worcester.

JVlanuscript List of Ordained Ministers in Massachusetts, in the be-

ginning of 1762, by Hon. Paine Wingate. The Author.

History of the Northmen, by Henry Wheaton.
Hon. T. L. Winthrop.

National Intelligencer, for the last eight months of 1835.

Gov. Everett.

Four Maps, viz. of Bridgcwatcr, East Rridgcwatcr, West Bridge-

water and Halifax. .\'. .Mitchell., Esq.

History of North Carolina, by ,lohn Lawson, 1701).

S. P. Gardner., Esq.

Valedictory at Dartmouth College, by Bcnj. Hale, 1835, and Re-
marks on a Pamphlet entitled Professor Hale and J^arlmouth College.

March 31.—C'ataloguc of Harvard University, 1833, 2 copies;

Catalogue of the Library of Harvard University 1st Supplement, 1834;
Sermon on death of lion. Willi.ini riiillips, hy Kev. ii. li. Wisner,

1827, 2 copies ; Sermon on (le;illi ol Mrs. Miriam Phillips, bv Rev.
B. B. Wisner, 1S2.5. Prcsiilrnt (^uincy.

Description of Plainfield, by .laeob Porter, 1834. 77tc Author.

Dedication Address of ]Janc Law College, by President Quincy,
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1S32 ; Proceedings of Harvard University relating to disturbarrces

there, 1834. President Quincy.
Constitution and By-Laws of Massachusetts Horticultural Society,

1836 ; Discourse at Seventh Anniversary of Horticultural Society,

1835, by John L. Russell. The Society.

Vita B. Aug. Hermanni Franchi, &c. edited by Samuel Mather,
1733 ; A Brief Inquiry into the Ancient Constitution of England, by
James Tyrrell, Esq. London, 1695. J^. Mitchell., Esq.

Letters against immediate abolition of Slavery, by William Sullivan,

L.L. D.; Fourth Annual Report of Massachusetts Anti-Slavery So-
ciety, 1836 ; Twelfth Report of the French and Foreign Bible Soci-
ety, (in French) 1835 ; Tenth Annual Report of Prison Discipline

Society, 1835 ; Letter to the friends of Temperance in Massachu-
setts, 1836, by Rev. Justin Edwards, D. D.; Address before Massa-
chusetts State Temperance Society, 1835, by Rev. Samuel K. La-
throp ; Eighth Report of American Temperance Society, 1835;
Convention Sermon, by Rev. John S. Stone, 1835 ; Discourse before

Fraternity of Churches, by Dr. Channing, 1835 ; Speech of Hon.
Samuel Hoar, on the subject of Slavery, 1836 ; Annual Report of

Harvard University, 1834-5. Rev. A. Young.
Dr. Bancroft's Discourse at the end of 50 years of his ministry at

Worcester, 1836. /. P. Davis., Esq.

Tvi^enty-fourth Report of New Hampshire Bible Society, 1835.

J. Farmer, Esq.
Discourse at Washington before the American Historical Society,

1836, by the Hon. Lewis Cass, President. Hon. Mr. Webster.

Election Sermon, 1836, by Rev. A. Bigelovv. The Jluthor.

Annual Report of General Hospital, 1835. Dr. G. Bradford.
A Portrait, (unknown) deposited by Charles R. Lowell., Esq.

April 28.—Dr. John Lothrop's Discourse at a public lecture, 1797;
Dr. John Lothrop's Discourse at commencement of 19th century ;

Boston Directory, for 1800 ; 30 Registers of various kinds.

Melvin Lord.

Centennial Discourse, by S. M. Worcester, at Salem, 1835.

The Author.

Annals of Portsmouth, by Nathaniel Adams, to 1835.

Rev. J. B. Felt.

Hon. Lewis Cass' Discourse before American Historical Society,

1836 ; Nineteenth Report of the American Asylum, 1835.

Gov. Everett.

Rev. Mr. Francis' History of Watertown, 1830 ; Proceedings of

Convention of Congregational Ministers of Massachusetts, 1795 ; Rev.
Mr. Rand's Ordination Sermon (of C. Turner) Duxbury, 1755 ; Rev.
Elijah Brown's Ordination Sermon (of Z. Sanger) Duxbury, 1776.

Rev. Mr. Francis.

The New Olive Branch, with other small Pamphlets.

Matthew Carey., Esq.

Annual Report of Institution for the Blind ; Speeches by Mr. Har-
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din, Mr. Wise, Mr. Reed, Mr. Evans, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Webster,

IMr. Adams, and Mr. Robbins, on the Fortification Bill, 1S3G.

Gov. Everett.

Oration on the capture of Lord Cornwallis, at Brookfield, 17S1, by
Nathan Fiske, A. M.; Speech of Mr. Laurence, in Senate of Mas-
sachusetts, 1S36 ; Act of Incorporation and By-Laws of Lying in

Hospital ; Annual Report of Boston Academy of Music, 1S34 ; .lohn

Q. Adams' Oration on death of General La Fayette ; JManuscript by

L Mather, or Directions for Prayer and other religious subjects ; JMan-

uscript Answers by General B. Lincoln respecting his Flour Mills.

The Corresponding Secretary.

JManuscript of Philip Henry's. J)r. Clianning.

Fac Similes—Specimens of the first printed Bible ; Survey of

.Routes for Rail Road between Portsmouth and Ncwburyport.

fj'm. Pendleion.

Lithographic Map of Stowe. JMr. Leonard Bliss.

Rail Road Plan from Chelsea to Beverly.

W. H. Gardiner., Esq.

The Old Indian Chronicle, by S. G. Drake. The Jluthor.

Mather's Magnalia, from Dr. Thomas Newell, Enoland.

Col. T. H. Perkins.

A case of Dr. B. Franklin's matrices for printing types (from W.
J. Duane, Esq.) /. P. J)avis, Esq.

JMay.—A Centennial Address, delivered at Hingham, Sept. 8, 1 835,

by Solomon Lincoln, Esq. The Author.

A Discourse before the American Historical Society at Washington,

Jan. 30, 1836, by Hon. Lewis Cass ; Letter of the Secretary of the

Treasury on the Cultivation of Cotton, &c. Hon. James Savage.

Account of Sweden, 1604 ; Rev. Samuel Cook's Election Sermon,

1770; Rev. John Hancock's do. 1772. JMr. Seth Chandler.

Rev. Wni. P. Lunt's Sermon at the Installation of Rev. George
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