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COLUMBIA AND CANADA.

I

BRIDGING THE ATLANTIC.

In 1776, it took ten days to go from Washington’s
camp before the town of Boston to the Hall in the
city of Philadelphia where the Delegates from the
thirteen United Colonies held their meetings; the
same distance can be traversed now in as many
hours. Less time is now required to cross the
Atlantic than was expended a century ago in jour-
neying between the capital of Massachusetts and
the city of brotherly love. The shortest letter
which our forefathers ever sent by post was written
in a longer time than is now occupied in transmitting
a message by telegraph between the continent of
Europe and the continent of North America. Thus
a peaceful revolution has been wrought which is
without parallel or precedent. Had it been achieved
at the middle of the eighteenth century, the revo-
lution of 1776 might never have occurred, or might
have been accomplished without deplorable shedding
of blood. Certainly, the baleful slaughter at New
Orleans, in 1814, would not have been a subject of
unavailing regret.

On the 24th of December, 1814, a treaty of peace

") B



2 COLUMBIA AND OANADA.

was signed at Ghent between the United States and
the United Kingdom; on the 11th of February,
1815, the welcome tidings were communicated to
the United States Government. While the news
was crossing the Atlantic, Sir Edward Pakenham,
who had planned the capture of New Orleans, led his
force to be shot down by the skilled marksmen whom
General Jackson had massed behind impregnable
entrenchments; General Pakenham met his death
at the head of the attacking column ; Major-General
Gibbs, the second in command, fell also; Major-
General Keane, the third in command, was disabled ;
two thousand British soldiers, who had followed
their chief with a stubbornness and fidelity meriting
‘a better issue, were wounded or killed ; the loss on
the other side was six men killed and seven men
wounded. This butchery, which has been misnamed
the Battle of New Orleans, first yielded General
Jackson fame as a hero and afterwards secured for
him the reward of election as President. The lives
of many brave men would have been prolonged and
the subsequent history of the United States might
have taken another direction had it been possible in
1814 to flash a message of peace through an electric
cable under the sea, or to forward a despatch over
it in a swift Cunarder.

Before the dispute between the American Colonies
and the Home Government grew embittered and porten-
tous, and when an amicable adjustment of differences
seemed possible, it was proposed to allay the ferment
by according to the Colonists representation in the
Parliament of Great Britain. Such a proposal, when
made in 1769, was ridiculed by Edmund Burke in his
trenchant style. Reverting to it in his magnificent
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as they list and the billows rage as of old, the
steamship carries goods and passengers across the
ocean with such regularity that the time occupied
can be calculated beforehand ; doing this, too, at a
rate of speed far in excess of the highest at which
Burke ever drove between London and Beacons-
field. The great flood which stopped him in his
course can now be crossed with ease and certainty.
The natural force of water in vapour has been found
to be a match for that of water in the wave.—Natura
wwicta naturd vincitur.

Six years before Burke lamented in the House
of Commons that the Atlantic Ocean formed an
insuperable barrier to rapid intercommunication
between the North American Continent and the
. British Isles, James Watt had obtained a patent for
an engine with a double acting cylinder,—an inven-
tion which was the source of all the subsequent
improvements which have rendered steam as obe-
dient as the lamp of the magician was to Aladdin,
and more useful to mankind than any power yet
exercised by a necromancer. The discovery of
Watt was not perfected till it was too late for Burke
using it as an argument and for the statesmen of
his day profiting by its results.

Two citizens of the United States, James Rumsey
and John Fitch, were among the earliest experi-
menters in steam navigation. Foiled in an attempt
to obtain a patent for his invention from the State
of Pennsylvania, the former visited England, where
he obtained one in 1788. His scheme is not the
first which has succeeded better on paper than in
practice. M. Brissot, who saw him in England in
1789, says that he had designed a steamboat which
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would cross the Atlantic in fifteen days; Rumsey
went to his grave with his dream unfulfilled. Fitch,
though more fortunate for a time, was the victim
of as great a disappointment. In 1786, he pro-
pelled a vessel by means of steam power, against the
current of the river Potomac, at the rate of five
miles an hour. One of his steamboats plied for a
time on the Delaware, where it was seen in the
autumn of 1788 by M. Brissot, who doubted
* whether it would prove practically serviceable, as
several men were constantly engaged in keeping the
machinery in order.! A series of paddles actuated
by an engine moved this boat through the water
much in the same way that a canoe is impelled
along by paddles worked by hand; the average
speed was seven miles an hour. The inventor
succeeded in propelling a vessel by steam power,
but he signally failed in getting general credit
for his ingenuity, or support from capitalists. Dr.
Thornton, who aided him to the extent of his
means, was jeered at as a dupe. Sensible men
considered Fitch to be an over-sanguine projector :
shaking their heads when they saw or talked about
him, they said, “Poor fellow; what a pity he is
crazy |” According to them, an indisputable proof
of his insanity was that he should have said in
writing, when requesting the loan of £50, wherewith
to complete his second steamboat, ¢ This, sir,
whether I bring it to perfection or not, will be the
mode for crossing the Atlantic in time for packets
and armed vessels.” ?

1 « Nouveau Voyage dans les Etats-Unis,” par J. P. Brissot,
vol. i. pp. 338, 339, 340.
* See “ History of Merchant Shipping,” by W. S. Lindsay,
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Fitch is said to have built a yawl in 1796, which
he moved through the water by means of a screw
propeller.  All his inventions brought him, however,
but labour and sorrow. Oppressed by penury and
spurned with contumely by those who might have
immortalized themselves if they had opened their
purses to him, he committed suicide in 1798.

Forty-five years after Fitch had penned his pre-
diction about crossing the Atlantic, Dr. Lardner
delivered a lecture wherein, after admitting the
possibility of a steamship making a trip from
Valentia in Ireland, to St. Johns, in Newfound-
land, he added, *“ As to the project, however, which
was announced in the newspapers of making the
voyage directly from New York to Liverpool, it
was, he had no hesitation in saying, perfectly chi-
merical, and they might as well talk of making a
voyage from New York or Liverpool to the moon.”
Upwards of forty years have passed away since this
dictum was uttered by a man of science, yet it still
continues more correct to apply the term chimerical
to voyages to the moon than to the trips of steamers
between Liverpool and New York.

Priority as to the invention of the steamboat has
been the subject of much aimless controversy and
many unfounded claims, the real point at issue
being forgotten and left unanswered in the heat
of discussion. Steam-engines, or fire-engines, as
they were originally termed, were designed, manu-
factured and employed long before Watt was born.

vol. iv. p. 43. Several facts in this chapter are taken from the
fourth volume of Mr Lindsay’s elaborate work. Those readers
who desire further details will be amply repaid by turning to
Mr. Lindsay’s pregnant and pleasant pages.
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engine. Trained as an engineer, Fulton aspired to
become an artist: he proceeded to London, where
he studied painting under West, living for a time by
the scanty product of his pencil. Reverting to his
original avocation, he went to France and proposed to
the master of the French, who had resolved to become
the conqueror of the English, a scheme for propelling
the flotilla, collected at Boulogne for the invasion of
England, across the channel by means of steam
power. Returning to England in 1802, after this
offer had been declined by Bonaparte, and when the
second Armada was dispersed owing to the aban-
donment of the enterprise for which it had been
pompously assembled, Fulton visited Scotland, saw
the Charlotte Dundas steamer on the Clyde, took a
trip in her along with Symington, her designer, and
was permitted to make drawings of the vessel and
her machinery; thereafter, he went to Birmingham,
where he ordered Messrs. Boulton and Watt to make
a set of engines for him on the same model. Cross-
ing the Atlantic, he built a vessel at New York in
concert with Mr. Chancellor Livingstone, whose ac-
quaintance he had made at Paris, some years pre-
viously, when Mr. Livingstone was United States’
Minister there. This vessel, which was named the
Clermont, after Mr. Livingstone’s country seat on
the Hudson, was launched in 1807, and fitted
with the steam machinery which had been manufac-
tured at Birmingham and forwarded to the United
States. :

To the surprise of the public of New York, the
Clermont moved through the waters of the Hudson
at the rate of five miles an hour, and did so
despite the resistance of an adverso wind and a






10 COLUMBIA AND CANADA.

the United States. This achievement deserved a
more tangible reward than the exaggerated praise
which excites controversy, combined with the
hollowest of all mockeries, posthumous fame.

Two years after the Clermont began to ply on
the Hudson, the Accommodation steamer ran on
the St. Lawrence between Montreal and Quebec.
The surface of three great rivers on the American
continent, the Delaware, the Hudson, and the St.
Lawrence, was furrowed by steam-vessels before
the tenth year of the nineteenth century. Not till
1812 did the Comet, built by Henry Bell, ply on the
Clyde. There, as on the Hudson, opposition ren-
dered the speculation unremunerative. Henry Bell,
like Symington, Fitch, and Fulton, died in poverty,
the fate commonly reserved for the real benefactors
of mankind.

After a beginning in steam navigation had been
made, the progress was rapid. In 1815, a steam-
boat appeared on the Thames; the public rejoiced
at the sight; the watermen denounced the innova-
tion as hurtful to their interests. In 1819, the first
steamboat crossed the Atlantic. She was called the
Savannah, and started from the city of that name
on the 25th of May, arriving at Liverpool on the
20th of June. Off the Land’s End she was hailed
by Lieutenant John Bowie, in command of a revenue
cutter ; wishing to board her, he was puzzled to see
her go along with bare poles at a greater speed than
his own craft under a press of canvas, and he had
to fire a gun in order to make her lie to. The
Savannah remained at Liverpool for a month, during
which she was visited by sight-seers from all parts
of the kingdom; thence she proceeded to St. Peters-
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the dwellers on the Mersey and the Hudson into
regular intercommunication.

The autumn of 1838 was an epoch in the history
of transatlantic steam navigation. Determining to
relinquish sending the mails across the Atlantic in
ten-gun brigs, and to arrange for their conveyance
in, steamships, the Admiralty then invited tenders
for the performance of the work. The partners in
the Great Western Steam-shipping Company and
owners of the Great Western and Great Liverpool
steamers, were confident of having proved their title
to be employed; however, to their surprise and
mortification, a lower tender than theirs was sent in
by Messrs. Cunard, Burns, and Maclver, and ac-
cepted. The latter firm undertook to carry the
mails between Liverpool and Halifax, twice each
way every month; twice in every month between
Halifax and Boston, when the navigation of the St.
Lawrence was unimpeded by ice, and also between
Pictou, Nova Scotia, and Quebec, in return for an
annual subsidy of £60,000. When this contract was
renewed at the end of a year, the subsidy was raised
to £80,000. Not till 1848 did the contractors
arrange to run steamers between Liverpool and
New York. From June, 1840, to December, 1868,
the Cunard Company entered into thirteen postal
contracts, the last, implying the payment of a sub-
sidy, was terminated at the end of December, 1876.
During the five years preceding the latter date the
annual subsidy was £70,000, being less than half
what had been paid at one period, and only £10,000
in excess of the first payment. Seldom, if ever, has
the money of the nation been expended to better
advantage. Mr. Samuel Cunard, who had contem-
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plated such a service as far back as the year 1830,
was a native of Nova Scotia. To his foresight,
coupled with the shrewdness and business aptitude
of his two Scottish partners, Mr. Burns and Mr.
Maclver, is due the most successful and praise-
worthy of modern shipping enterprises. Sir Hugh
Allan, another colonist of Scottish birth, has ener-
getically followed in the steps of his great fore-
runner.

The four steamers, built on the Clyde to begin
the Cunard mail service, were superior in all
respects to those which the company had under-
taken to supply; they were named the Britannia,
the Acadia, the Caledonia, and the Columbia. On
the 4th of July, 1840, the Britannia left Liver-
pool for Boston, calling at Halifax. She made the
voyage out and home at a speed of eight-and-a-
half knots an hour. Being frozen up in Boston
harbour during the winter of 1844, the public-
spirited merchants of that city caused a channel,
seven miles long and 100 feet wide, to be cut
in the ice at their own expense in order that
the Britannia might reach the open sea. Sir
Charles Lyell was a passenger in this vessel when
he crossed the Atlantic in 1845. Encountering a
hurricane, she weathered it in a way which excited
general satisfaction. Among the passengers ¢ were
some experienced American sea captains, who had

 Mr. Lindsay, in his ¢ History of Merchant Shipping,” vol. iv.
p- 183, is in error in stating that this incident occurred during the
first voyage of the Britannia. I am indebted to Mr. John
Burns for being able to correct this mistake, and to supply other
details of general interest about the renowned company of which
he is the accomplished head.
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commanded vessels of their own round Cape Horn;
and, being now for the first time in a steamer at
sea, were watching with professional interest the
Britannia’s behaviour in the storm. They came
to the conclusion that one of those vessels, well
appointed, with a full crew, skilled officers, and good
engineers, was safer than any sailing packet.”*
Charles Dickens made his first and memorable
voyage to the United States in the Britannia.
Between this Cunarder and one of recent build
the contrast is marvellous. The Britannia was
built of wood; the Bothnia is constructed of iron.
The former was 1,139 tons burden; the latter is
4,535. The former was 207 feet in length, 34 feet
2 inches in breadth, and 22 feet 4 inches in depth ;
the latter is 445 feet in length, 42 feet 6 inches
in breadth, and 86 feet in depth. The former
carried 225 tons of cargo; the latter carries 3,000.
The former had accommodation for 90 first-class
passengers ; the latter can accommodate 340 in the
saloon, and 800 in the steerage. The nominal
horse power of the former was 425, that of the
latter is 507; yet the Bothnia, which is propelled
by a screw, can steam at the rate of thirteen
knots an hour, whereas the Britannia which was a
paddle steamer, could not attain the speed of nine
knots. More noteworthy still is the fact that the
furnaces of the vessel, which is propelled through
the water at the higher rate of speed, require
less than half the quantity of fuel which was con-
sumed in those of the slower ship. Itis even more
extraordinary that, from the year 1840, down to the
present day, not a single passenger’s life has been

* “ Travels in North America,” vol. i. p. 2.
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lost, and not a single letter has gone astray on
board a Cunard steamer, owing to the perils of the
sea. By transporting upwards of 2,000,000 pas-
sengers in safety across the stormy and dangerous
Atlantic, the Cunard Company have performed the
most marvellous feat in the annals of steam navi-
gation.

The immunity from preventible accidents enjoyed
by this company is susceptible of easy explanation.
All their vessels have been built on the most approved
models, and of the very best materials. Not an
inferior sheet of iron, inefficient bolt, or imperfect
plank can be found in one of them from stem to
stern. None is ever sent to sea with a known
defect, even though the defect should be trivial in
appearance, and might not hinder the vessel making
the voyage in perfect safety, provided the weather
was moderately good. It is the inflexible rule of the
company to be prepared to face the worst at any
moment, never trusting to chance, or hoping for
good-luck. Thus, when the worst comes, it can be
met without apprehension. Discipline is enforced
with a stringency which is not surpassed, possibly is
not equalled, on board a crack frigate. That fatal
yet common form of false economy which consists in
reducing the number of the crew to the minimum
necessary for navigating the ship, is rightly eschewed
_ by this company. An accident costs more than the
wages of a few extra seamen; the presence of the
extra seamen may tend to avert a serious accident.
The officers are all well acquainted with their duties,
and are expected to perform them with uniform and
unremitting precision. Zeal never goes unrewarded,
nor is neglect ever pardoned.
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When an accident happens, skill and discipline
tell. An accident which might have become a
catastrophe was dealt with in the following manner
on board the Britannia when she was under the
command of Captain Harrison. The account is from
the pen of Mr. J. T. Fields :—* A happier company -
never sailed upon an autumn sea. The story-tellers
are busy with their yarns to audiences of delighted
listeners. The ladies are lying about on couches or
shawls, reading or singing; children are taking
hands, and racing up and down the decks—when
with a quick cry from the look-out, and a rush of
officers and men, we are grinding on a ledge of rocks
off Cape Race. One of those strong currents, always
mysterious, and sometimes impossible to foresee, had
set us into shore out of our course, and the ship was
blindly beating on a dreary coast of sharp and craggy
rocks. . . . Suddenly we heard a voice, up in the
fog that surrounded us, ringing like a clarion above
the roar of the waves, and the clashing sounds on
shipboard, and it had in it an assuring, not a
fearful sound. As the orders came distinctly and
deliberately through the captain’s trumpet to ¢ shift
the cargo,” to “back her,” and to *“keep her steady,”
we felt somehow that the commander up there in the
thick mist knew what he was about, and that through
his skill and courage, by the blessing of Heaven, we
should all be rescued. The man who saved us, so
far as human aid ever saved drowning mortals, was
one fully competent to command a ship.”

Another story, which has not yet appeared in
print, is even more instructive ; it was told to me by
a gentleman who was a passenger on board the

eamship Atlas from Boston to Liverpool. My
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informant sailed for Liverpool in the winter months.
The voyage was devoid of incident till the vessel
reached mid-ocean, when one evening the monotony of
the trip was unexpectedly varied. The weather was
tempestuous, so that the first-class passengers, prefer-
ring the warmth and shelter of the saloon at nightfall
to the discomfort of the gloomy sky and spray-washed
deck, were there engaged either in reading, or in play-
ing at cards, draughts,or chess. The captain, who had
entered the saloon for a few minutes only, suddenly
hurried on deck, after the boatswain appeared and
whispered a few words in his ear. A passenger,
whose sense of hearing was very acute, overheard
the ominous phrase, * The ship is on fire, sir.” He
went on deck, being followed by others to whom he
had communicated what was said. There they saw
a thick column of dense smoke rising from the
forward hatch. One of them returned to the saloon
and told the horrible news. Anxiety was manifested
a8 to how soon the fire would be extinguished; but
there was little excitement, and no sign of panic,
most of the players resuming their games, and the
readers returning to their books. Confidence was
evidently felt that everything which mortals could
do to avert a dread calamity would be performed.
In the steerage, on the contrary, there was ignorance
without self-possession; women shrieked, men
rushed about in aimless despair. The first-class
passengers, who wished to make themselves useful,
and offered to aid the crew, were asked to help in
carrying the terror-stricken men, women, and
children from the steerage, where they were in the
way, to the poop, where they would give less trouble.
These passengers refused to be comforted, or to be
c
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quiet ; their groans and lamentations alone disturbed
the apparent harmony of the hour. The crew and
the officers were as cool and reticent as if nothing
unusual had happened. The officer on duty walked
the bridge, giving his entire attention to navigating
the ship ; the men on the look-out were at their posts ;
the engineers were in their places in the engine-
room; the stewards were at their usual work;
indeed, the business of the ship went on like clock-
work, while a fire was raging in the hold, and all on
board were in jeopardy. At the end of half an hour
from the alarm being given, the boatswain said the
ladies might be informed that the danger was nearly
over; in truth, the fire had been thoroughly
mastered, and all danger was at an end. It was
ascertained that the cause of the fire was the ignition
of some combustibles which had been shipped
against the rules of the company, and without the
knowledge of the company’s servants at Boston.
The manner in which this accident was faced and
foiled had the natural result of making every sensible
passenger feel increased confidence in the discipline
and direction which prevail on board a Cunarder.
For some time after the Cunard Company had
carried the mails between this country and the con-
tinent of North America, the British and American
Steam Navigation Company maintained a keen but
futile rivalry with them. A parliamentary inquiry
proved that no exception could justly be taken to
the manner in which the Cunard Company executed
what they had undertaken. With a view to outstrip
all competitors, the Great Western Company had
become the owners of the President, a steamer
which was expected to surpass every rival. Launched
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on the 7th of December, 1839, she made a few voyages
between Great Britain and the United States; she
ought to have returned to this country in April,
1841, but was never heard of again. Determined
not to be baffled, the company resolved upon making
a still bolder bid for supremacy on the Atlantic by
arranging for the construction of a vessel which
should outvie any one afloat in novelty of design,
in size and in speed. This was the Great Britain :
she was constructed of iron, this was one novelty ;
she was propelled by a screw, this was another ; her
dimensions were then regarded as huge beyond
comparison : she was 321 feet long, 51 feet broad,
and 2,984 tons burden ; she was launched at Bristol
on the 19th of July, 1843. After arriving in the
Thames, she was visited by the Queen and Prince
- Albert, and thousands of eager sight-seers. In
December, 1843, she started for the United States,
but did not get farther on her voyage than Dundrum
Bay, on the coast of Ireland, where she was stranded,
and lay at the mercy of the wind and the waves for
a whole winter. This unusual test, which caused
no irreparable damage, demonstrated the solidity of
her build. When floated off in the spring and re-
fitted, she was employed as a passenger ship between
this country and Australia, and continued for nearly
a quarter of a century to be the favourite ship in
that service. Her fame as a giant among vessels
was not eclipsed till the Great Eastern was launched
on the 81st of January, 1858. It was intended that
she should be employed as a passenger ship in the
Australian trade, but just as the Great Britain never
made a voyage to the United States, so the Great
Eastern never made avoyage to Australia. Though
c2
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both disappointed the expectations of their designers,
yet the Great Britain has done good service by bring-
ing the continent of Australasia into closer union
with the motherland, while the Great Eastern, by her
adaptability for laying telegraph cables in the Atlan-
tic, the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean, has made
for herself a proud name among ships.

The success of the English Steamship Companies
provoked jealousy, and consequent rivalry on the
part of companies in the United States. An attempt
at international competition was made in 1847, when
the merchants of New York established a line of
steamships to run between that city and Bremen,
Southampton being a port of call. The Washing-
ton, the first steamer of the new line, left New
York for Southampton the same day in June, 1847,
that the Britannia started for Liverpool. The
former was the more powerful vessel of the two.
The New York Herald, with its wonted and exuberant
patriotism, wrote to the effect that, if the Bri-
tannia means to beat the Washington, she * will
have to run by the deep mines and put in more
coal.” Without visiting these mysterious coaling
stations, the Britannia won the race by two days.

This failure to out-do the Cunard line did not
hinder the United States Congress from encouraging
another attempt of the same character. Mr. E. K.
Collins, the owner of a swift line of sailing ships
between New York and Liverpool, having offered to
run a line of steamers between these two ports,
Congress granted him a subsidy of £175,750 in con-
sideration of four steamers being provided for the
service. This was more than double the sum paid
to the Cunard Company at the outset. The steamers
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of the Collins line were well built, were comfortable
to the verge of luxury, and they were the fastest that
had ever traversed the ocean. Their speed was
attained at a great cost. It was necessary to ex-
pend upwards of £200,000 yearly, in order to
shorten the trips across the Atlantic by a day and a
half. From January, 1852, to November in that
year inclusive, the Collins steamers transported
2,420 passengers from New York to Liverpool, and
1,886 from Liverpool to New York, whereas the
Cunarders transported 1,186 the one way, and
1,783 the other. The citizens of the United States
were naturally exultant, believing that they had at
length succeeded, to employ the words of a Report
to the Senate, in hindering the ‘ Queen of the
Ocean levying her imposts upon the industry and
intelligence of all the nations that frequent the
highway of the world.” Commerce profited by the
competition. Two years after the establishment
of the Collins line, the rate of freight had fallen from
£7 10s. a ton to £4.

During a dense fog on the 1st of September,
1854, the Collins steamer Arctic came into collision
with the French steamer Vesta, sixty miles to
the south-east of Cape Race. The Arctic had
on board 233 passengers, a crew numbering 135,
and a valuable cargo. The Vesta had on board
147 passengers, and a crew numbering fifty. Think-
ing that the Vesta was about to founder, several
of the passengers and crew sought safety by getting
on board the Arctic; a boat, containing thirteen
persons who tried to do so, was swamped, and all
in it were drowned. The Captain of the Vesta
succeeded in bringing his ship, with the persons
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with patriotic selfishness and complacency to the
Collins steamers ‘sweeping the seas,” that the
iron screw steamer the City of Glasgow left Liver-
pool for Philadelphia. She was the property of
the Liverpool, New York and Philadelphia Steam-
ship Company, of which Mr. William Inman was
managing director, a company which now enjoys
world-wide renown as the Inman Line. Mr. Inman
had the foresight to perceive, when the majority of
shipowners and shipbuilders held a contrary opinion,
that iron was the best material wherewith to fashion
Atlantic steamers, and that the screw was the best
means for propelling them. Till the year 1857,
the Inman steamers ran fortnightly between Liver-
pool and Philadelphia; in that year they ran to
New York also; after the suspension of the Colling
Line the Inman took its place, carrying the United
States Mails. In 1860, this company despatched
a steamer weekly; in 1863, thrice a fortnight; in
1866, twice weekly during the summer months.
These vessels have maintained the reputation which
they early gained for size, comfort, and speed. In
one of them, the City of Paris, the Duke of Con-
naught was carried from Cork to Halifax in six
days and twenty-one hours. Two of them, the
City of Chester and the City of Berlin, are among
the finest and fastest steamers afloat. The latter is
520 feet in length, and has accommodation for
1,702 passengers, in addition to a crew of upwards
of 100. TUnlike the Cunard Company, however, the
Inman Line cannot boast of freedom from fatal
casualties. One of the saddest occurred in 1870,
when the City of Boston left Halifax for Liverpool
and disappeared.
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In 1852, about the time that the Collins Line
was founded in the United States and the Inman
Line in England, and twelve years after the first
Cunarder had crossed the ocean, the Government
of Canada arranged for the carriage of the mails
between Liverpool and Quebec. The contractors
were Messrs. M‘Clean, M‘Clarty, and Lamont of
Liverpool. They were succeeded by Messrs. Allan,
who began in 1856 a steam service between Canada
and Great Britain which deserves to be -cited
among striking illustrations of perseverance and
pluck.

At the outset, the Allan Line met with many
mishaps. The North Atlantic is as trying to the
navigator as the Baltic at its worst. Dangers due
to fog and ice are encountered during most months
of the year; while perils from sunken rocks and
treacherous currents have to be faced at all seasons.
Yet the steamers of the Allan Line, which in size,
speed and luxury are equal to the best, run with
regularity across the ocean between the ports of
Quebec and Halifax in Canada, Portland and Balti-
more in the United States, and those of Liverpool
and Glasgow in the United Kingdom. One of these
steamers is famed for having made the shortest
recorded voyage out and home. On the 16th of
December, 1864, the Peruvian left Moville for
Portland at 6.24 p.M.; after having discharged her
cargo and taken fresh cargo on board, she arrived
at Moville on her return voyage at 9.15 A.M., on
the 10th of January, 1865 ; the time occupied in the
double voyage being only twenty-four days, fifteen
hours.

When Dr. Lardner pronounced the scheme of
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running steamers directly between Liverpool and
New York to be perfectly chimerical, he said that it
was quite feasible to run steamers between Valentia
in Ireland, and St. Johns in Newfoundland. His
plan comprised a journey by rail from London to
Liverpool, by water from Liverpool to Dublin, by
rail from Dublin to Valentia, and by sea from
Valentia to St. Johns, thence by sea to Halifax and
finally to New York. The absence of a railway
between Dublin and Valentia rendered this scheme
as chimerical as that which had been condemned.
Nearly a quarter of a century later, Dr. Lardner’s
proposition was revived, with the difference that the
port of Galway was to be the place of departure in
Ireland, and New York or Boston the port of arrival
on the North American Continent. A company
was formed to carry out the undertaking; it was
styled the Royal Atlantic Steam Navigation Com-
pany, and was generally known as the Galway Line.
In Ireland it was hailed as a national enterprise,
one fraught with promise and pride to the country,
and certain to prove a source of vast pecuniary
profit. A subsidy of £8,000 for each voyage out
and home was accorded by the Government.

This service began on the 27th of June, 1860, and
ended in May, 1861. Its story, which needs not
be told in detail, was one of miscarriage and
disaster. One vessel, the Connaught, was lost;
a second, the Hibernia, was so much damaged
during her preliminary trip as to be unfitted for
employment; a third, the Columbia, was so
greatly injured by coming in contact with ice off
Newfoundland, as to take upwards of twenty days
in reaching Boston. The company had contracted
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vessels and all on board in safety, and to aim at
safety rather than speed. Other companies have
the like desire and give the same injunctions; but
none of them, the Cunard alwayvs excepted, is more
rigid in insisting on their observance than the
National Company.

Messrs. Handyside and Henderson began to run

steamers, in 1865, every fortnight between Glasgow
and New York; their steamers now run weekly
from Glasgow and fortnightly from London. This
is known as the Anchor line. The Anchor vessels
enjoy a reputation in Scotland which is thoroughly
merited. In 1866 the Liverpool and Great Western
Steamship Company began business in Liverpool ;
this is the well-known Guion Line. Neither the
Anchor nor the Guion Line can take credit for
having escaped serious accidents.
. The most notable event in the recent history of
Atlantic navigation is the establishment of the
White Star line of steamers in the year 1870.
Messrs. Ismay, Imrie, and Co., the principal pro-
prietors of this line, then made a step in advance of
. all competitors. They employed Messrs. Harland
and Wolff of Belfast to build steamers for them,
and such steamers had never been launched before.
*Their speed is very great. To style them floating
palaces is to use the language of sober truth, and
not to indulge in hyperbole. Indeed, the ship-
builders of Belfast have taught some useful lessons
to their brethren on the Thames and the Tyne, the
Mersey and the Clyde.

A sketch of the establishment and progress of
Atlantic steam-shipping companies would be in-
complete without a mention of the endeavours made
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- course, from both sides weekly. Before the era of
steam, it was a subject of congratulation when the
voyage was completed in a month ; ten days is now
the average length of the voyage by one of the fast
lines, so that, as has been already remarked, it takes
no longer time to go from the British Isles to the
North American continent than was consumed in
1776 during the journey between the town of Boston
and the city of Philadelphia. The trade with the
United States from Liverpool alone is greater at the
present day than the trade of Liverpool with all the
world before the advent of the steamship. Seneca’s
prediction in his Medea has been fulfilled : the ultima
Thule of the ancient Romans has ceased to be the
farthest point of the habitable globe; the Atlantic
ocean, instead of being a wide barrier to intercom-
munication, has become a convenient highway for
commercial intercourse. It was the wish of Silas
Deane, in which Jefferson concurred, that there
should be an ocean of fire between the Old World
and the New. No sane man, now living, would
cherish or countenance so diabolical a desire.
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FROM THE THAMES TO THE HUDSON.

Tae port of London, which was a favourite place of
arrival and departure for transatlantic travellers, in
the days when sailing packets had no competitors, is
now comparatively neglected by them ; the Thames
having become less attractive in this respect than
the Mersey and the Clyde. Recently, however,
vigorous efforts have been made to regain for the
capital of England some of its lost credit, as a port
for Atlantic traffic. Two companies well known in
Liverpool and Glasgow, have started lines of steamers
between the Victoria Docks and the wharfs on the
North River, thereby bringing London into direct
steam communication with New York. One is the
National, the other the Anchor Company.

Having already had personal experience of the
steamers of the Cunard and North German Lloyd
Companies, and desiring to sail from the Thames, I
took a passage for the United States in the Canada,
belonging to the National line. The boats which
this company despatch from London every fortnight
are not quite so large as those which start from
Liverpool, yet the Canada is of 4,275 tons burden,
being three times larger than the famous Bri-
tannia, the pioneer steamer of the Cunard line.
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Thereis an inconvenience connected with embarking
at the Victoria Docks, and at some other docks also,
which could easily be remedied. This is the demand
made for dock dues upon passengers’ luggage. Such
a toll, like the steward’s fee, is perfectly justifiable,
but it would save annoyance, at a time when passen-
gers are in no humour to be troubled unnecessarily,
if the payment for these dues, like that for the
steward’s fee, were included in the passage-money.
The minor worries of life are due to a multiplicity of
small payments. These docks are well fitted for pro-
longing the excitement of parting from friends ; the
steamer leaves the landing-place very slowly ; about
an hour elapses before she is in the river and fairly
under way, and, by coming from the landing-place
to the dock gates, relatives and friends have another
chance to repeat their good wishes to the voyagers.
Judging from observation, I should say that both
parties weary of making these affectionate demon-
strations long before the opportunity for doing so
has passed. Whilst the vessel is in the quiet
waters of the river the passengers, who are doubtful
about the steadiness of their legs and the strength
. of their stomachs when sailing over the salt waves,
can settle down in their berths with greater comfort
than if they were at once called upon to prove their
sea-going qualities, and they can attend the first
dinner on board ship with reasonable confidence
that they will enjoy it. By the time tea is over we
have entered the English Channel, where a fresh
breeze is blowing, and the surface is more undu-
lating than that of the River Thames. Passengers
who suffer in the short chopping seas of the English
Channel are wont to think that, if the steamers
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passenger’s head. Worse than strong contrary
winds, which merely delayed our progress, were the
days of dense fog and of rain. But at last the
pilot comes on board; the holder of the number
considered unlucky being the winner of the sweep-
stake based on the number of the pilot’s boat; old
newspapers are received and read with eagerness by
passengers who have been several days at sea, and
who, for lack of the morning and evening newspapers,
have little to talk about. Sandy Hook is passed, and
the steamer drops her anchor off Staten Island. The
green trees and pleasant-looking villas on shore are
most attractive to spectators who are tired of the sight
of the waste of waters, and who know nothing of
the ague which is the scourge of this pretty island.
The health officer next appears, and finds every-
thing in good order. A steward who cut his hand
when drawing a cork out of a bottle, and a sailor
who injured his face by falling down the hold, are
the only invalids on board, even the lady who suf-
fered from bottled stout having been pronounced
convalescent by the doctor. Then the wharf on the
Hudson River is reached; acquaintanceships are
broken, never, perhaps, to be renewed ; hearty fare-
wells are said to Captain Sumner and the other
excellent officers of a splendid and comfortable ship;
warm thanks are specially given to Mr. Bell, the
Purser, for much courtesy and attention, and the
passengers nerve themselves for an interview with
the Custom-House officers of New York.
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THE EMPIRE CITY.

In the land of freedom, upwards of two thousand
articles are liable to custom’s duty. Before landing,
the traveller has to make out a list of the contents
of his luggage. After landing, he is taken before a
magistrate in order to affirm upon oath that the
declaration which he made in writing is trustworthy.
Having sworh to the truth of the statement, an
officer is then deputed to search the traveller’s
luggage for smuggled goods. Either the declaration
or the search is unnecessary. The visitor to the
Republic, as well as any citizen who returns to it, is
treated as a probable perjurer.

Twice have I passed unscathed through the ordeal
of the New York Custom House; on neither occasion
could I have suffered harm, for nothing in my
possession could be declared contraband. This time,
the officer asked me to unlock a box containing my
wife’s wearing apparel ; before searching it, he asked
me whether I was an American Citizen; I replied
that I had no claim to so honourable a title, that
I was a harmless traveller bent upon journeying
through the United States and Canada, and that I
looked forward with pleasure to seeing at Philadelphia
the finest International Exhibition which had ever
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as I do not know what will occur then, I shall avoid
being mistaken by declining to prophecy.
Complaints about the scarcity of work are common
among artificers, yet there is no lack of new buildings,
and of new churches in particular. In walking
along Fifth Avenue I began to count the number of
church spires, and found that they were too many to
be kept in remembrance. Some of the new Presby-
terian Churches are imposing structures; they .are
surpassed, however, by the Roman Catholic Cathedral
of St. Patrick, a marble edifice of vast proportions
and an effective architectural design. The material
used is white marble. The cost must be enormous.
The money required is readily forthcoming, much of
it being contributed by Irish servant-girls, who
freely part with a portion of their wages for the
honour of their faith. Internally, some of these
churches are as remarkable as they are in external
appearance. The Rev. Dr. McGibbon, who came
from Australia to the United States, returned home
amazed at what he had seen in New York. The
following is the judgment which he passed upon Dr.
Hall’s Church there, a judgment which, if rather
severe, cannot he said to be charged with the narrow
prejudices that might predominate in the mind of a
clergyman whose home and sphere of clerical duty
had lain in the Mother Country: “I submit that
the magnificence of the temple in which Dr. Hall
ministers, its gorgeous exterior, its massive steeple,
its elaborate windows, its luxurious pews, its richly-
carpeted and upholstered stairs and seats, its skylight,
its polished wood, and its unique everything, costing
$2,000,000, ought to be condemned as a sinful waste,
and a practical notice to the poor that ‘here the
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Grospel and the ordinances of Christ are intended for
the rich.”” While churches have risen for the pro-
pagation of established creeds, a new religion has been
offered for the consideration of New Yorkers. In
Paris and London, the believers in Comte have long
held services such as he enjoined, and practised the
religion which he devised. Only now has New
York been favoured in the same way, for not till
this year has the religion of Humanity been formally
incorporated and classed among creeds recognized
by law. In the articles of incorporation its objects
are said to be ¢ to develope and extend a knowledge
of the synthetic and religious nature of science and
humanity; second, to.preserve them, instead of
theology, as the basis and substance of religion ; and
third, to practise and promote such religion as the
foundation of religious and social duties of human
welfare and progress.”

Till I heard of the death of Baron de Palm, and
learned the nature of the funeral service performed
over his remains before burning them at a more
convenient season, I was unaware that a Theosophical
Society existed in New York, and that its design
was to revive some of the rites of the Pagan
Egyptians. The High Priest is Colonel Olcott. The
gervice was held on Sunday in the Grand Lodge
Room of the Masonic Temple. At the head of the
coffin was a bronze cross with a serpent twined
round it; a censer containing incense was at the
foot ; seven coloured candles were burning upon it;
the incense and the candles being supposed to .
symbolize the ancient Sun-worship. When the
service began, seven men dressed in black robes, and
with palms in their hands, ranged themselves behind

E 2
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useful works in art and literature, and who has
decided to render what has been the amusement of
his life a valuable possession for his fellow-citizens.
He certainly has done better than the late Mr.
Stewart, whose only memorial is a large store and a
white marble palace in Broadway. Many years were
spent in accumulating his wealth and building the
palace in which he died ; the memory of both will soon
pass away and his own name be forgotten, because
he failed to devote a share of his colossal fortune
to some object of public interest. The bitterest
disappointment which the New Yorkers have had for
many a day was to learn that the Mr. Stewart of
whom they were proud, and whom they were
accustomed to cite as a product of their unrivalled
institutions, should have omitted to assign any part
of his fortune for the adornment or benefit of the
city.

The office of the New York Herald, a conspicuous
marble edifice, was one of the sights when I was
last here. The office of the New York Tribune is
now a counter-attraction. A splendid view can be
had from the upper windows of the lofty tower
which crowns the Tribune building. Seldom have I
seen a more skilfully-planned and carefully-finished
structure than this. The lower floors are let out as
business offices ; the upper ones are devoted to the
editorial and printing departments of the newspaper.
The persons who grudge the time and breath con-
sumed in ascending the long flight of stairs can go
in a twinkling from bottom to top in a steam lift,
which is constantly ascending and descending.

The Tribune has undergone great changes during
late years. The death of Mr. Horace Greeley, its
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founder and editor, was not followed by the deteriora-
tion in the character of the paper which was generally
but erroneously expected. Its loss has been a gain.
The crochets and personalities in which Mr. Greeley
delighted have ceased to characterize it. Public
topics are now discussed in its columns on purely
public grounds. Mr. Whitelaw Reid, a representative
journalist of the modern school, who is the present
editor, has extended the influence of the newspaper
by his splendid supervising and critical faculty, and
largely increased its weight as an organ of cultivated
opinion. The letters of its well-known London Cor-
respondent, Mr. G. W. Smalley, have contributed in
a marked degreeto elevate the power of the Tribune.
During the Franco-German War no other journal
in the United States was better supplied with in-
telligence; I have heard Mr. Smalley’s services
in this respect pronounced exceptional by a mag-
nate of the London daily press, and Mr. Smalley
himself hailed as ‘ The Napoleon of journalism.”
The effectiveness of the letters of the London’ cor-
respondent of the Tribune is enhanced by the fact
that the minutest shortcomings of English public
men, and the slightest failings in English social life,
are unsparingly detailed and condemned by his
pungent and lively pen.

The journals of New York are many in number
and varied in excellence. I have already men-
tioned the T'ribune, which is one of the most notable,
I may name a few others which are equally
conspicuous ; to enumerate and discuss them all
will require the compass of a volume. The Herald,
which pants after a reputation for omnipresence, is
foremost in circulation and popular favour; the
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organ of no party, its support is accounted a great
gain ; when, with some hesitation, it finally declared
for the maintenance of the Union, President Lincoln
declared that his hands were strengthened, and that
the good cause had acquired an ally which was
worth an army. The World, which represents the
Democratic party, is written with great vigour; the
late Charles Sumner, who detested its politics, told
me that he admired the literary finish which fre-
quently characterized its leading articles. The
Times has recently been the uncompromising advo-
cate of the extreme section of the Republican party ;
it distinguished itself by unearthing the misdeeds of
Mr. Tweed and his accomplices, and acquired an
amount of credit which is gradually diminishing ; in
the opinion of bitter patriots it did not deserve all
the praise which it once received, seeing that it was
then under the editorship of an Englishman. The Sun
prints what people in general hesitate to utter; it is the
terror of those persons who shun notoriety, and the
delight of scandal-mongers. Quite as noteworthy as
any of these daily journals and more influential over
cultured opinion than all of them combined, is the
weekly Nation, which combines the best qualities of
the Saturday Review and the Spectator, which treats
political, social, and economic topics with a freshness
of tone which is most gratifying, and an acerbity
which does not always give pleasure; though in-
discreet admirers may unreasonably contend that it
is both infallible and omniscient, yet no judicious
person can deny that it is exceptionally well in-
formed and that, on momentous questions of public
policy, it is generally in the right.

In the press of the United States less attention is
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Conclusgion, for close, or end.

Congressman, ,, member of Con-
gress.

Cortége, 4 Pprocession.

Cotemporary, 4 contemporary.

Couple, 4 tWo.

Decade, , ten years.

Depot, , BStation.

Darkey, » DEgro.

Day before yesterday, for the day be-
fore yesterday.

Debdt.

Decease, as a verb.
Democracy, applied to a political

party.
Develope, for expose.
Devouring element,for fire.
Donate.
Employé.
Endorse, for approve.
En route.
3 Esq.”
"Fall, for autumn,
Freshet, ,» flood.
Gents, »» gentlemen.
Graduates, ,» is graduated.
Greenbacks, » Treasury notes.
Hardly, 4 Scarcely.
I‘Hon.)’

House, for House of Representatives.
Huwmbug.

Inaugurate, for begin.

Indebtedmess, ,, debt.

In our midst.

Interment, ,» burial,

Interred, 5 buried.

Is being done, and all passives of this
form

Issue, for qneétion or subject.
Item, for particle, extract, or para-

graph.
Jeopardize.
John Bull, for Great Britain,
Jubilant, » Tejoicing.
Juvenile, 5 boy.
Lady, » Wwife.
Last, ,» latest.
Lengthy, » long.
Lendency, »» lenity.
Loafer.

Loan or loaned, ,, lend or lent.
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Located.
Majority, relating to places or cir-
cumstanoes, for most.
Matersally, for largely or greatly.
Mrs. President, Mrs. GQovernor, Mrs.
General, and all similar titles.

Mutual, for common.
Nominee, ,, candidate.
Notice, ,» Observe, or mention.

Numerous, as applied to-any noun,
save a noun of multitade.

Official, for officer.

On yesterday.

Ouwr first page, for first page of the
Evening Post.

Oration.

Over his signature.

Pants, for pantaloons.

Parties, | » persons,

P mlby; » P&l’ﬂy *

Past two weeks, for last two weeks,
and all similar expressions

relating to a definite time.

Poetess.

Portion, for part.

Posted, ,» informed.

Primaries, — ,, primary meetings.

Praor to, » before.

Progress, »» advance, or
growth.

Prowimity, » DEarness.

Quite, prefixed to good, large, &o.

Residence, for house.

Raid, ,y abtack.

Realized, »» Obtained.

Record, ,» character, or re-
putation.

Reliable, » trustworthy.

Repudiate, s»» Treject, or disown.,

Resident, » inhabitant.
Retire, as an active verb.

Rev., for the Rev.

Réle, »» the part.

Roughs.

Rowdzes.

Seaboard, » Sea-coast.

Secesh.

Bection, » district, or region.
Bensation, »» noteworthy event.
Spending, » Ppassing.

Standpoint, »» point of view,



58 COLUMBIA AND CANADA.

Start, for begin, or estab- , Those wanting, for those who want. .
lish. Those who, »» those persons who.

State, s, Bay. Transpire, 4y OCCUr.

Stopping, ,» staying, or so- | Try an ewperiment, for make an ex-
Jjourning. periment.

Subsequently, ,, afterward. Vid, for by the way of.

Taboo. Vicinity, » mneighbourhood.

Take action, , act, or do. Wall Street slang generally : * bulls,

Talent, »» talents, or ability. bears, long, short, flat, cor-

Talented. ner, tight, moribund, coma-

Tapis. tose, &o.

Tariff, for rates of fare, or schedule | We are mistaken in, for we mistake.

of rates. Wharves, for wharfs.

Telegrams, ,»» despatches. Which, with a noun, as “which man.”

The deceased. Would seem, for seems.

The United States, as a singular noun.

I turn from the grave topic of newspaper
writing and editing to the more popular one of amuse-
ments. If the reader had been present at one of Gil-
more’s concerts, he or she would have enjoyed a great
treat. When I was formerly in New York I went
to one of Thomas’s excellent concerts held close to
the Central Park. The situation of the building in
which they were held is out of the way; the hall
in which Gilmore’s concerts took place is very ac-
cessible, being close to Madison Square, in the heart
of the city. Here it was that M. Offenbach gave
the entertainments of which he chronicles the
success, and which are understood to have afforded
great pleasure to every one except the gentleman
who was responsible for the necessary payments.
This concert-room was formerly the terminus of the
Harlem Railway. It had the look of Cremorne
Gardens or the Jardin Mabille under a glass roof.
Rows of coloured lights illumined the interior;
fountains of water delighted the eye and cooled the
air, while shrubs of all climes and kinds diversified
the ground. Provision was made for visitors who
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desired to eat or drink. Half a dollar was charged
for admission, the company being as select as the
most fastidious could desire. A programme of the
performance, handed to each person on entering,
informed him or her not only what pieces were to be
played, but also contained advertisements telling
how to make money without trouble. I learned
from them that the cost of a fortune in the Kentucky
Lottery is only twelve dollars; on payment of this
sum I shall receive $100,000 provided I draw the
first prize. Should I consider the promises of
Spain more seductive and trustworthy than those of
the State of Kentucky, I have but to pay twenty
dollars in order to receive the same sum, provided I
were to win the first prize in the lottery at Havanna.
If the reader’s faith in lotteries be cold and un-
sympathetic, he will find other things to entertain
him in this sheet. An account is given of Mr. Gil-
more, who originated these concerts. With the
modesty of genius, Mr. Gilmore frankly avows that
nothing can equal the enthusiasm which he feels for
his art, that he became a musician at the early age
of eight, and that he ““not only handles with skill,
many of the instruments in his organization, but is
also a master on the cornet.” Be it noted that in
quoting the last sentence, I confess my inability to
understand it. Mr. Gilmore recently told Mr. R. M.
Davey, “the brilliant and accomplished editor of the
Spirit of the Times,” that his “heart is ever and
entirely in his work ; in his mission, as he likes to
look upon it, and that he is determined to do his
duty to his ideal and his country.” In fulfilling
this task, neither his ideal nor his country has been
properly grateful; an intimation to this effect is
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edge of the foot pavement. The engines and
carriages overhang the rails, so that running off
them is impossible. Excepting the noise made by a
passing train, the plan has no obvious drawback.
Yet such railways have many opponents, and it may
be some time before they are generally introduced.

The more conspicuous changes in New York since
my last visit are that Mr. Tweed has been deposed
and imprisoned, and Mr. James Fisk, Jr.,shot; that
other notorious citizens have carried their ill-gotten
wealth to Europe, where they can live in splendour
and display what they consider patriotism by scorning
the effete and antiquated institutions of the country
in which they have found an asylum ; that the city
debt has been trebled while the city remains a speci-
men of mal-administration ; that two new religions
have been provided for the citizens whose piety had
waxed cold, or who craved for novelty on Sundays ;
that a handsome and commodious post office, many
beautiful churches, a central railway station, several
new hotels, a public library and a newspaper office,
both of which may be styled monumental, have been
built ; that wild beasts have been collected for ex-
hibition in the Central Park ; that an aquarium has
been erected in Broadway, and that a railway carries
passengers above the streets, instead of, as in
London, underneath them.
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Iv.

THE CITY OF BROTHERLY LOVE.

Ir a stranger wished to increase the number of per-
sons who considered him alike presumptuous and
incompetent, he would undertake to assign the
foremost place to a particular ‘ity of the United
States. Rigid impartiality, or unanswerable reasons
would avail him nothing against the accusation of
prejudice and folly, nor would they shield him from
the perfect hatred of the citizens of every other city
than the one named, while the citizens of the chosen
city would exhibit no special gratitude, for they
would contend that their dwelling-place had only
received its just due. I was not surprised, then, to
find that the pre-eminence accorded to Philadelphia
in the year of national jubilee had not been meekly
acquiesced in throughout the Union. I read in
many newspapers that other places considered their
historic titles to be equal to those of Philadelphia,
and, if this were disputed, that their arrangements
for accommodating and entertaining visitors, were
much more complete and extensive than those of the
city of Brotherly Love; I also read articles in Phila-
delphian newspapers deprecating the comments in
their contemporaries, more particularly those of
New York, and rebutting the unfair charge that the
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tinued to them more than four weeks from this
date.”

I have more to tell about Philadelphia as it ap-
peared in the year when the anniversary of the
Centenary of the Republic absorbed the thoughts of
its citizens. But additional notes and comments
may be postponed till I have characterized the Inter-
national Exhibition, wherein all the countries of the
 globe were represented in friendly rivalry upon the
soil of the United States of America.
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V.

THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION.

Every citizen of the United States with whom I
talked about the International Exhibition at Phila-
delphia said to me:—* Well, sir, how does it com-
pare with those of Europe ?”’ I have always replied
with perfect sincerity, that I considered it equal to the
best of them. Having seen every Great Exhibition,
save one, since the first was held in Hyde Park, I have
had sufficient opportunities for forming an opinion
based upon experience and comparison. Had my
sphere of observation been more limited, it is possi-
ble that this International Exhibition would have
produced the same impression upon me as it did
upon those to whom such a spectacle was entirely
novel. When dissatisfied readers of Punch or the
Suturday Review say in their haste that these
journals have greatly fallen off, that the former is
not so lively and pointed as of old, that the latter is.
far heavier than it used to be, they omit to take into
account the effect upon themselves of a long succes-
sion of bright jokes, clever sketches, and slashing
articles, and never dream that the dryness and pon-
derosity of which they complain may be mere -fig-
ments of their own minds instead of being attributes
of the journals. Having been surfeited with good
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the display which they made. The curiously carved
furniture, the exquisite tissues, the beautiful shawls,
the peculiar jewellery of India, ranked high among
the attractions of this building. As for the Domi-
nion of Canada, the effect of the display made by her
proved extraordinary. Australians, who had been
accustomed to import certain articles from the
United States, have now learned that similar articles
can be procured on more advantageous terms from
their fellow-colonists in North America, and they have
decided to give Canada the preference in the future.
Ignorance of what the Dominion can produce is the

~rule in the United States; when citizens of that

country saw what had actually been contributed by

- Canada their surprise was unbounded. The most

depreciatory remark on the subject which I heard
or read was that Canadian manufactures, though
varied and excellent in their way, closely resembled
those of the United States.

The mineral products of the Dominion were well
set forth and suitably classified in a section apart.
The plan of displaying samples of the mineral wealth
of the whole country in a separate collection was a
very good one, for it enabled the observer to form
something like a fair idea alike of the great extent
of the Dominion and of the multiplicity, as well as

. value of its resources. Specimens were given of
. the coal, not inferior to the best found elsewhere,

which is won alike on the Atlantic and Pacific side of
e Continent. The Nova Scotian granite could com- -
e in hardness and capability of polish with that
hich is quarried at Aberdeen and Peterhead. Slate
shown equal to the best that comes from Wales.
simens of ironstone, of lead, silver, and copper
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' The number.of paintings by the best foreign
artists was very small. A Spanish and a French
artist had produced works designed to gratify those
persons who attended such a gathering as that at
Philadelphia. The one represented the * Landing
of the Pilgrim Fathers ;” the pilgrims being depicted
kneeling in prayer, with their hands folded across
their chests, just as worshippers do in Spanish
Roman Catholic Churches, and as no Puritan ever
did either in Old or New England. The French
artist depigted the * Signing of the Declaration of
Independence.” The delegates were shown in atti-
tudes familiar to those persons who have seen the
French Assembly at Versailles when in a state of
excitement, some raising their hands in token of
assent, others eagerly pressing forward to append
their names to the Declaration. This was as
historically inaccurate as the notion of the Pil-
grims formed by the Spanish artist. The Decla-
ration was signed by John Hancock, the President
of Congress, and countersigned by Charles Thomp-
son, the Secretary. Three months elapsed before
all the signatures had been attached to it. Spec-
tators, ignorant of this fact, thought the picture a
very fine representation of a historical scene.

The display of implements and produce in the
Agricultural Hall was very extensive and striking.
Canadian implement-makers distinguished them-
selves here; their ploughs were highly praised by
experienced and practical farmers, who pronounced
them to be superior in model to that which is gene-
‘rally preferred in the United States. The English
agricultural implement-makers refused to contribute,
basing their objection on the impossibility of being
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VI.

PHILADELPHIA DURING THE EXHIBITION.

OxE evening, whilst seated in the smoking-room of
the Colonnade Hotel, I heard the strains of martial
music. This was so common a pleasure that it did
not excite in me any curiosity about the cause, the
city of Brotherly Love having been the daily scene
of semi-military processions headed by at least one
brass band. On the present occasion, however,
the procession marched into the Colonnade Hotel
instead of passing along Chesnut Street; the band
which preceded it came to a halt, without ceasing to
play, in the entrance hall. For upwards of an hour
this band made the whole building resound with
melodies, which appeared to give extreme delight to
the coloured waiters. Having exhausted their pro-
gramme or their strength, the musicians marched
off in single file through the bar-room to the street,
pausing on their way to swallow the drinks which
were freely offered to them. Before a quarter of an
hour had elapsed another band arrived ; after having
made as much discord as its predecessor, it departed
in the same dignified and measured style through the
bar-room. A third band next appeared and kept the
occupants of the hotel thoroughly excited till the
night was far spent.
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The members of the procession then strove, with
perfect success, to render the remainder of thie night
hideous by yelling and shouting; they, too, paid
frequent visits to the bar-room; but, unhappily, they
returned into the hotel instead of disappearing, like
the bands, into the street. Before their arrival, the
400 beds in the hotel had been occupied, yet make-
shift accommodation for an additional 300 persons
was provided by the proprietors, who were radiant
with satisfaction at this influx of distinguished
visitors. For three days and nights did the new-
comers crowd the hotel; during that time, the
peaceful occupants were regaled with military music
till it was time to go to bed, and then kept awake,
till an early hour in the morning, by sounds of
revelry in the corridors. Other hotels were favoured
in the same way. Nor was it easy to escape from
the din by going into the open air. At least one
procession and three bands imparted animation to
the principal thoroughfares by day and night. The
energy expended by all concerned must have been
enormous. None seemed to care about taking rest
or even taking food; whisky, music, and march-
ing sufficed for their wants. Now and then,
however, the human frame could not bear this
strain upon it; those persons who had been over-
powered by the whisky, the music, or the march-
ing, were tenderly carried to their rooms by their
comrades, and laid upon their beds. These visitors
were members of Encampments of the United States
Order of Knights Templar, and they had chosen
Philadelphia as the place for their annual gathering
in 1876. They numbered 8500.

The spectacle was alike novel and sensational; I
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To have been requested to write a poem for that
occasion was, he said, the greatest honour ever con-
ferred upon him. The poem he had composed was
entitled ¢ The Voice of the Silence;” it- set forth
the contrast between the quiet scenery of what had
been the theatre of war and the thoughts which re-
turn to a soldier’s mind of the part he had played in
the tented field. The poem contains reminiscences
of other poems as well as of battlefields. Some of the
stanzas are well turned, yet too many are but versified
rhetoric, and this wearies the reader as it did a few
of the hearers, even though the versification is not
devoid of harmony or the rhetoric of point. Having
procured a copy of the poem, I shall give it entire; it is
a favourable sample of the poems which are provided
for the gratification of a United States audience on
such an occasion as the present. The frequency and
heartiness of the applause proved that the officers of

the Army of the Potomac admired it :—

L
¢ Bright on the sparkling sward, this
day,
The youthful summer gleams ;
The roses in the south wind play,
The slumberous woodland dreams.
In golden light, ’neath oclouds of
fleece,
Mid bird-songs wild and free,
The blue Potomac flows, in peace,
Down to the peaceful sea.

1L

“ No echo from the stormy past
Alarms the placid vale,

No cannon roar, nor trumpet blast,
Nor shatter’d soldier’s wail.

There’s nothing left to mark the

strife,

The triumph or the pain,

Where Nature to her general life
Takes back our lives again.”

I
Yet in your vision evermore,
Beneath affrighted skies,
With crash of sound, with reek of gore,
The martial pageants rise.
Audacious banners rend the air,
Dark steeds of battle neigh,
And frantic through the sulphurous
glare,
Raves on the crimson fray.

Iv.

Not time nor chance nor change can
drown
Yocur memories proud and high,
Nor pluck your starof greatness down
From glory’s deathless sky.
For evermore your fame shall bide—
Your valour tried and true!
And that which makes your country’s
pride
May well be pride to you!
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v.

For ever through the soldier’s thought
The soldier’s life returns—

Or where the trampled fields are

fought,

Or where the camp-fire burns.

For him the pomp of morning brings
A thrill none else can know,

For him Night waves her sable wings

O’er many a nameless woe.

VI
How often face to face with death
In stern suspense he stood,
While bird and insect held their
breath

Within the ambush’d wood !
Again he sees the silent hills

With danger’s menace grim ;
And darkly all the shuddering rills

Run red with blood for him.

vIIL

For him the eruel sun of noon
Glares on a bristling plain ;

For him the cold, disdainful moon
Lights meadows rough with slain.

There’s death in every sight he sees,
In every sound he hears ;

And sunset hush and evening breeze
Are sad with prison’d tears.

vIIIL
Again worn out in midnight march
He sinks beside the track ;
Again beneath the pitying arch
His dreams of home come back ;
In morning wind the roses shake
Around his cottage door,
And little feet of children make
Their music on the floor.

IX.

The tones that never more on earth
Can bid his pulses leap

Ring out again in careless mirth
Across the vales of sleep ;

And where in horrent splendour roll
The waves of vict'ry’s tide,

The cherish’d comrades of his soul
Are glorious at his side !
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X.
Forget ! the arm may lose its might,
The tired heart beat low,
The sun from heaven blot out his
light,
The west wind ocease to blow,
But while one spark of life is warm
. Within this mould of clay,
His soul shall revel in the storm
Of that tremendous day !

XI.

On mountein slope, in lonely glen,
By Fate’s supreme command,

The blood of those devoted men
Has sanctified this land.

The faneral moss—but not in grief—
‘Wayves o’er their hallow’d rest,

And not in grief the laurel leaf
Drops on the hero’s breast.

XII.

Tearsforthe living, when God’s gift—
The friend of man to be—

Wastes, like the shatter’d spars that

drift

Upon the unknown sea !

Tears for the wreck who sinks at last,
No deed of valour done;

But no tears for the soul that past
‘When honour’s fight was won.

XIII.

- He takes the hand of Heavenly Fate

Who lives and dies for truth !

For him the holy angels wait
In realms of endless youth !

The grass upon his grave is green
With everlasting bloom ;

And love and blessings make the

sheen
Of glory round his tomb.

XIV.
Mourn not for them, the loved and
gone !
The cause they died to save
Plants an eternal corner-stone
Upon the martyr’s grave :
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And, safe from all the ills we pass,
Their sleep is sweet and low,
’Neath requiems of the murmuring

grass
And dirges of the snow.

Xv.

That sunset wafts its holiest kiss
Through evening’s gathering
shades,
That beauty breaks the heart with
bliss
The hour before it fades, .
That music seems to merge with
heaven
Just when its echo dies,
Is nature’s sacred promise given
Of life beyond the skies.

XVI.

Mourn not! Inlife and death they
teach
This thought, this trath, sublime :
There’s no man free except he reach
Beyond the verge of time !
So, beckoning up the starry slope,
They bid our souls to live;
And, flooding all the world with
hope,
Have taught us to forgive.

XVIL.

No soldier spurns a fallen foe !
No hate of haman kind

Can darken down the generous glow
That fires the patriot mind !
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But love shall make the vanquish’d

strong,
- And meroy lift their ban,
Where right no more can bend to

wrong,
Nor man be slave to man.

XVIIL
8o from their quiet graves chey speak
8o speaks that quiet scene—
‘Where now the violets blossom, meek,
And all the fields are green.
There wood and stream and flower
and bud
A pure content declare,
And where the voice of war was
heard,
Is heard the voice of prayer.

XIX.
Once more in perfect love, O Lord,
Our alien’d hearts unite !
And clasp across the broken sword
The hands that used to smite !
And since beside Potomac’s wave
There’s nothing left but peace,
Be fill’d at last the open grave,
And let the sorrow cease !

XX,
Sweet from the pitying northern pines
Their loving whisper flows,
And sweetly where the orange shines
The palm-tree woos the rose!
Ah! let that tender music run
O’er all the years to be,
And Thy great blessing makeus one—
And make us one with Thee.

Winter, who is the dramatic critic of the New
Tribune, fully understands the value of his-
onic display when reciting a number of verses;
the clearness of his enunciation and the propriety

of his gestures caused his composition to produce

its full effect.

He was congratulated by the Chair-

man and others on returning to his seat; he had
the gratification of hearing General Sherman refer
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desirous, to take the field again with the Army of
the Potomac.

Several other Generals had to come to the front
in response to calls. Most of them made an apology
for having nothing to say, and then said something
which proved that they had spoken honestly. One
who leisurely contented himself with making a bow,
was applauded as warmly as if he had spoken a few
commonplaces. The most coy was General Har-
tranft, the Governor of Pennsylvania. He was
then one of the candidates for the Presidency,
while General Hancock, the Chairman, was among
those persons who might be nominated, the former
being favoured by the Republican, the latter by the
Democratic party. There were slight indications
showing that this was not forgotten by the meeting.
The calls for * Hartranft” continuing, and that
General remaining seated, the Chairman rose, and,
offering his arm conducted him to the foot-lights.
General Hartranft said that once he had command of
the front line of battle in the Army of the Potomac,
under General Meade, and finding that the line was
suffering from an enfilading fire, he informed his com-
mander of this. General Meade replied, ¢ The best
way to get out of an enfilading fire is to go ahead.” -
Applying this anecdote, which may not have occurred
to him on the spur of the moment, to his present
case, he proceeded to pour forth compliments to his
old comrades, and gave them the satisfaction which
they probably desired. This was the end of the
proceedings, so far as they possessed general in-
terest. Two things struck me in connexion with
them. The one was, that, despite references of
General Dix to the events of a century ago, the
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memories of the War of Independence seemed to
have been altogether eclipsed by those of the war
for the maintenance of the Union; the other was,
that such a gathering seemed fitted to make the
soldier regret that he had become a simple citizen,
and to foster a desire to resume a career of military
excitement.
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VII.

THE PRESS AND THE PEOPLE OF PHILADELPHIA.

TaE Daily Advertiser, the first daily newspaper pub-
lished in the United States, appeared in Philadelphia
in 1784. In the year of the founding of the Republic
four newspapers were published in the State of New
York, seven in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
and nine in the State of Pennsylvania. All but one
of the thirty-seven which then instructed the citizens
of the United States appeared once a week, the ex-
ception being the Pennsylvania Evening Post, which
appeared thrice. In the year of the Centenary of
the Republic the number published in New York
was 1,088, in Massachusetts 346, and in Penn-
sylvania 738, At present, the principal Phila-
delphian newspapers are the Times, the Press, the
Public Ledger, the North American, the Star, the
EBvening Telegraph, the Sunday Mercury. Only one of
them merits special notice; this is the Public Ledger,
which was founded on the 25th of March, 1836.

The Public Ledger was the third daily newspaper
which had been sold in Philadelphia for one cent,
that is a halfpenny. The first, entitled The Cent,
which was founded in 1830, did not live long. The
second, the Daily Transcript, was founded in Sep-
tember, 1835. The Public Ledger not only dis-
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buildings of the kind which exceed it in size and in
luxury of accommodation, but I am unacquainted
with any Club which is equally attractive, not only
to members, but to their families. There is a large
space in the rear where flowers grow and a fountain
plays, and where, twice a week in the summer
months, an excellent band performs choice pieces
of music. The members sit here at small tables
enjoying the sweet smells, the cool air, and cooling
beverages. Nor do they sit alone, for on these
evenings they are allowed to bring with them their
wives, sisters, and daughters. I never met a Phila-
delphia lady who objected to her husband belonging
to this Club, nor did I meet any stranger, to whom
its doors had been thrown open, who failed to
characterize it as one of the pleasantest places of the
kind which he had ever entered. The highest praise
which a sojourner in a strange city can accord to it
is the expression of his desire to return thither. I
would gladly revisit Philadelphia,
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VIIL

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Tae District of Columbia, wherein the city of Wash-
ington is situated, covers an area of 60 square miles,
and originally belonged to the State of Maryland.
Georgetown is the only other city in the district.
The census of 1870 showed the population to be
131,700 ; the number in 1860 was 60,000. The
area of the United States, as is well known, is divided
into 38 States and 10 Territories. Each State sends
two. Senators to Congress, and Representatives in
proportion to the number of its inhabitants; one
Representative was .apportioned to every 127,381
after the census of 1860. In making this calcula-
tion, the Indians are excluded on the ground that
they are not taxed. The inhabitants of the District
'of Columbia, however, are taxed, but not represented ;
they are governed by Congress. It is true that the
District is small when compared with the areas of
the several States and Territories, yet there are
States which send Senators and Representatives,
and there are Territories which send Delegates to
Congress, in which the population is much smaller.
Take the State of Delaware. This was one of the
Thirteen Colonies which contended for the principle
that no man should be taxed by an Assembly in












THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 145

The legislators of the United States have acted on
the supposition that a central site must always be
the best one for a capital; the result has been
curious rather than commendable. = Beyond all ques-
tion the chief city of the State of New York bears
the name of the State, yet the far less notable city
of Albany is the capital. Philadelphia has a much
stronger historic claim to be the capital of Penn-
sylvania than Harrisburg. Everybody knows that
Charleston is the principal city in South Carolina;
the actual capital is Columbia; a minor Charles-
town, unknown to fame, is the capital of West .
Virginia. In Ohio, there is no larger and more
important city than Cincinnati; in Illinois, there is
none that can compare with Chicago; in Missouri,
the pre-eminence of St. Louis is undoubted; in
California, the city of San Francisco has no rival;
in Maryland, no place can match Baltimore; in
Maine, there is no equal to Portland; yet Columbus
is the capital of Ohio, Springfield of Illinois, Jeffer-
son City of Missouri, Sacramento of California,
Annapolis of Maryland, Augusta of Maine. Rhode
Island, which has the smallest area of any state in
the Union, has two capitals, Newport and Provi-
dence. Owing to its situation and importance New
Orleans ought always to have been the capital of
Louisiana ; till the civil war that distinction was
enjoyed by Baton Rouge. Richmond, the capital of
Virginia, and Boston, the capital of the great com-
monwealth of Massachusetts Bay, have been allowed
to retain their natural pre-eminence. The chances,
however, are against the city of importance being per-
mitted to occupy the rank of a capital, and it is a
subject of wonder why New Orleans, Richmond, and
L
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Boston have not shared the fate of San Francisco, New
York, and Philadelphia. If, by chance, a rising city
should happen to be the capital of a new State it will
soon cease to hold that place of honour. The State
" of Nebraska is among the later additions to the Union.
Its principal town is Ormaha, which at one time
ranked as the capital. The citizens determined,
however, upon a change which deprived Omaha of
its titular importance without lessening its power
of growth, and they made Lincoln, a much smaller
and less notable town, the State capital.
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formed no conception of what I was to see—the
desolate and forsaken greatness in which it stood,
without a building near it, except a pile of bricks
on its left more gloomy than itself, and the ruins
of the house from which General Ross was fired at;
no, not even a hill to soften the distant horizon
behind it, or a fence or a smoke to give it
the cheerful appearance of a human habitation.” !
Fifteen years before Mr. Ticknor’s visit, Tom Moore
had been at Washington, and had written the lines
in an epistle to Dr. Hume which gave great offence
in the United States :—

“This famed metropolis where fancy sees
Squares in morasses, obelisks in trees;
Which travelling fools and gazetteers adorn
‘With shrines unbuilt and heroes yet unborn.”

Mr. Weld, describing this city in 1796, says
that, ¢ excepting the streets and avenues, and a
small part of the ground adjoining the public build-
ings, the whole place is covered with trees. To be
under the necessity of going through a deep wood
for one or two miles, perhaps, in order to see a
next-door neighbour and in the same city, is a
curious, and I believe, a novel circumstance.”? Forty
years later, Captain Hamilton describing his journey
from Baltimore to Washington, says: *“ I was look-
ing from the windows of the coach, in a sort of
brown study, at fields covered with snow, when
one of my fellow-passengers inquired how I liked
Washington. I will tell you when I see it,’ was
my reply. ‘¢ Why you have been in Washington for

! « Memoirs of George Ticknor,” vol. i p- 24.
* Isaac Weld’s “ Travels,” vol. i. p. 86.
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the last quarter of an hour,” rejoined my fellow-
- traveller. And so it was; yet nothing could I
discern but a miserable cottage or two' occasionally
skirting the road at wide intervals.”® Miss Mar-
tineau, who was there in 1835, depicts it in terms
scarcely more attractive than those used by any pre-
ceding visitor. According to her, ¢ the city itself is
unlike any other that ever was seen—straggling out
hither and thither, with a small house or two,a quarter
of a mile from any other ; so that in making calls ¢ in
the city,” we had to cross ditches and stiles, and
walk alternately on grass and pavements, and strike
across a field to reach a street.”* Among the
changes wrought during a few years in the United
States none has been more- striking than that which
concerns the exterior aspect of the city of Washing-
ton. Whoever reads what was written about it by
the travellers whose remarks 1 have quoted, and
looks on the city as it now exists, will have great
difficulty in believing that the place before his eyes,
and that about which he has read, are the same.
The foundation of the city of Washington dates
from the year 1791; in the year 1793, the foun-
dation-stone of the Capitol was laid by the first
and greatest President of the Republic. The
building of the city went on slowly for a time.
In 1792, fruitless endeavours were made to induce
workmen to come from Scotland. The Presi-
dent suggested that an application should be made
to Holland and France; he thought that the
intestine commotion in the latter country would
induce many persons to desire to better their

® “ Men and Manners in America,” vol. ii. p. 28.
* ¢ Retrospect of Western Travel,” vol. i. p. 237,
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so do I think that a distinctive costume for the
Bench and the Bar is in keeping with the legal
profession. The exception of the Justices of the
Supreme Court in the United States wearing gowns,
while the Judges in other Courts wear none, is
the reverse of the rule which prevails at home. The
two highest Courts in the United Kingdom are the
House of Lords and the Privy Council. The former
hears appeals from the principal Courts in the land,
the latter from those in the Empire, yet the Judges
in both wear their ordinary clothes, without the addi-
tion of the wigs and gowns, which are held to be in-
dispensable in all other Courts, with the exception of
those over which Police Magistrates preside. Thus
extremes meet, and the Law Lords, or the members
of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, deter-
mine moot points of the highest moment in the
simple attire of Police Magistrates. There is as
little novelty, then, in the judges of all Courts but
the Supreme Court of the United States dispensing
justice without robes of office, as there is in those of
the latter Court in wearing them.

The visitor to the Capitol soon tires of the interior,
nor does a sight of the large Congressional library
dispel his fatigue. The interest in seeing rows of
shelves filled with books is not greater than that of
seeing rows of shelves filled with bottles. Though
the books may be priceless, and the wine in the bottles
of the rarest vintage, yet this gives no solace to the,
mere spectator. During one of Southey’s visits to
London, he visited the British Museum Library and
was astounded at its size. He expressed his thank-
fulness, however, that his abode was at Keswick
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instead of being in or near Great Russell Street,
Bloomsbury, because he felt that he should go mad
to think that so many books were within his reach
and that he could not possibly read them all. I do
not know whether Members of Congress are ever
afflicted with a like misgiving; certainly, they have
access to a library which would daunt or satiate the
most inveterate bookworm. Members of Congress
are chargeable, not with reading, but with speaking to
excess; their speeches seldom display a profouud
acquaintance with what other people have devoted
their lives to writing.

The part of the Capitol which pleased me the best
was the gallery outside the dome. The dome is of
iron, and there is an inner and an outer shell, be-
tween which a spiral stair leads to the top. On the
way up the visitor gets a good view of tlie frescoes,
by Constantine Brumidi, which are under the canopy,
which cover 6,000 square feet, and were executed
within ten months. Having taken a long look at the
frescoes, and failed to perceive anything which could
be spoken of in tones flattering to the artist and his
admirers, I continued my ascent. The view from
the outside is very different from any picture which
the dome covers. The- city itself, with its broad
avenues, massy piles of building, its gardens and
ornamental grounds, is a sight of which the eye does
not weary. In the background are the wooded
heights of Arlington, at the bottom of which the
slow, broad waters of the Potomac flow along.
The long bridge, a mile in length, spans the river,
which in its course to the sea passes the old town of
Alexandria, once a busy place of commerce when
ships plied between it and Bristol, bringing goods









160 COLUMBIA AND CANADA.

There are many other buildings of note in Wash-
ington ; those which I have described alone possess
general interest. There are several monuments ;
among others there is one which has become a ruin
before completion ; it was designed to surpass any
monument in the world, and to commemorate the
great deeds of George Washington. Congress re-
cently passed an Act providing for its completion,
but he must be a sanguine man who expects to live
till it is finished.

The anticipations of the founders of this city have
not yet been fulfilled ; there is no likelihood that they
will ever become realities. Washington was not sin-
gular in predicting a grand future for the capital
which bears his name. Mr. Weld, who visited the
United States in 1795, writes: ¢ There is good found-
ation for thinking that the Federal City, as soon as
the navigation is perfected, will increase most rapidly,
and that at a future day, if the affairs of the United
States go on as prosperously as they have done, it will
become the Grand Emporium of the West, and rival
in magnitude and splendour the cities of the old
world.” * Miss Martineau, who was at Washington
in 1835, when time had been afforded for some indi-
cation of the result which had been foretold and
hoped for, saw no token of it ; hence her conclusion :
“ The city is a grand mistake. Its only attraction is
its being the seat of Government; and it is thought
that it will not long continue to be so. The Far
Western States begin to demand a more central seat
for Congress; and the Cincinnati people are already
speculating upon which of their new hills or table-

5 Isaac Weld’s « Travels,” vol. i. p. SO.
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lands is to be the site of the new Capital.” ¢ Though
Washington stands where it did, and the hopes of
the people of Cincinnati have been so long deferred
as to appear vain as well as unsatisfying, yet the
feeling in favour of removing the Capital has not
died out. St. Louis thinks its title superior to that
of Cincinnati, and Omaha urges that its situation has
the undeniable merit of being the most central of
all the places suggested. Happily, I have not to
arbitrate between contending claims, or to point out
the spot which seems best adapted for the purpose.
These are matters about which there will be a pro-
longed and an envenomed controversy. It is quite
possible, however, that before a second century
shall have been added to the age of the Republic, the
city of Washington will have ceased to be the Capital
of the Union.

¢ ¢« Retrospect of Western Travel,” vol. i. p. 266.
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X.

THE CAPITAL OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSEITS.

THE Oriental potentate who fancied that Germany
was near Leipzig would not have given serious
offence to the inhabitants of Boston had he also
arrived at the conclusion that the United States of
America are somewhere in the neighbourhood of
their city. The fellow-countrymen of the good
folks of Massachusetts are wont to ridicule them
for thinking that the universe revolves round the
capital of their State. Bostonians certainly have a
high opinion of themselves and take pride in their
city, and they have sufficient reason for so thinking
and feeling. No other capital in the United States
dates from the year 1630. It is true that other
cities are still older. St. Augustine,in Florida, was
founded by the Spaniards nearly half a century
before the first English settlement was established
in Virginia and the city of Jamestown was built.
The old capital of Virginia is now a shapeless ruin.
Sixteen years before Governor Winthrop built the first
house on the peninsula whereon Boston stands, the
Dutch had founded New Amsterdam on the island
of Manhattan, a city which is now better known as
New York. The Pilgrim Fathers founded Plymouth
ten years before the Puritans sailed for Massachu-
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Music Hall to hear the story of the siege and evacua-
tion told by the Rev. Dr. Ellis. . The Governor and
the Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts, the
members of the Legislature and the City Council,
the Mayor and the Justices of the Supreme Judicial
Court were among the audience. The Rev. Dr.
Manning, who opened the proceedings with prayer,
after thanking God for the great deliverance they
had met to celebrate, added, ¢ We thank Thee that
the Mother country, that Old England whose op-
pressions provoked our fathers to take up arms
against her, is to-day our firm friend and ally among
the nations of the earth; and that the mother and
daughter are united in efforts to maintain a spirit
of peace and goodwill between themselves, and to
extend the blessings of a Christian civilization
throughout the world.” The Mayor, who followed
with a speech, after recalling how the Bunker Hill
celebration had tended to cement amity, went on to
say,—* In a like spirit we will celebrate this anni-
versary of the evacuation, hoping, amid the grateful
and patriotic memories that cluster about the occa-
sion, to strengthen still further the bonds of concord
between the lately hostile sections of the country,
and also the relations of cordial amity between the
revolted colonies and the Mother country—foes a
hundred years ago, but friends to-day by every
motive of mutual interest and every sentiment of
inship, and every generous hope for the world’s
peace and the progress of humanity.”

In the oration delivered by the Rev. Dr. Ellis, the
story of the siege was told with great effect. When
he came to narrate some of the succeeding events,
such as the proclamation of the Declaration of Inde-
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pendence, Dr. Ellis described how, on the following
day, the emblems of royalty were removed from the
public places. One of these, the oaken tablet on
which the royal arms were carved, and which was
affixed to the Province House, the official residence
-of His Majesty’s Governor, had been preserved, and
it was shown to the audience by Dr. Ellis, who
remarked, “ I have not brought this royal memorial
tablet here and put it to this use to-day with any
intent to do it slight or dishonour, but as a valued
relic, suggestive of days and relations long pagt. I
do not forget, but rather tenderly remember, that
the Queenly Lady who now bears that proud
escutcheon, with her lamented Prince Consort,
restrained her royal power from any other exercise
than that of a noble and generous sympathy during
the distractions of our sad civil conflict. I saw the
crown placed upon her head on her coronation day
in Westminster Abbey, and have loved ever since to
trace her serene course of dignity and fidelity as a
wife, mother, and Queen of her magnificent empire.
And if our story to-day has dealt harshly with one
who filled the throne before her, let us not close it
without the expression of our profoundest homage
and respect to Queen Victoria, not our Sovereign—
except that, as the highest lady in the world, she
should be such to all men—but as our ally and our
friend.” The foregoing passages prove that on a
great historical occasion the people of Massachusetts
can display an attitude which demonstrates their
own worthiness. Alike in the revolutionary and in
the civil conflict they exhibited their heroism on the
battle-field ; they have shown themselves to be as
capable and praiseworthy in peace as in war. When
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sidered by those reasoners in its larger aspect ; the
welfare of mankind being then placed above the
selfish interest of a nation. When thus viewed, it
is clear beyond all possibility of doubt that neither
the action of Great Britain, nor any benefit which
may have accrued to her, is of the slightest conse-
quence in its bearing upon the question at issue.
Free trade is neither a mere crotchet of speculative
writers nor a conspiracy entered into by British
traders and statesmen for their own enrichment at
the expense of the people of other countries; but, to
employ the definition of M. Chevalier, it is the
free exercise of human power and faculties in all
commercial and professional life ; it is the liberty of
labour in its grandest proportions.” I need not
pursue the matter in detail. I have referred to it
because it is an important factor in New England
politics; and I think that .a change is not to be
looked for so soon as some persons expect.

At present, when comparisons between the
younger and older days of the Republic seem per-
fectly natural, it may not be uninteresting to show
what were the opinions prevailing immediately after
the close of the Revolutionary War. At a meeting
of merchants, mechanics, and traders, held in
Faneuil Hall towards the end of 1784, it was re-
solved that none of the Boston merchants or traders
should have any dealings with British merchants or
their agents, those present at the meeting pledging
themselves : ¢ that we will not let, or sell, any ware-
house, shop, house, or any other place for the sale of
British goods, nor will we employ any persons who
will assist British merchants, factors, or agents, by
trueks, carts, barrows, or labour (except in the re-
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shipment of their merchandize), but will discounte-
nance all such persons, who shall in any way advise,
or in the least degree help or support such merchants,
factors, or agents, in the prosecution of their busi-
ness; as we conceive all such British importations
are calculated to drain us of our currency, and have
a direct tendency to impoverish this country.” These
notions were the reverse of what a great Bostonian
entertained and expressed. In the same year, Dr.
Franklin supplied what he called * Information to
those who would remove to America,” and said,
among other things, * The buying up quantities of
wool and flax, with the design to employ spinners,
weavers, &c., and form large establishments, pro-
ducing quantities of linen and woollen goods for
sale, has been several times attempted in different
provinces ; but those projects have generally failed,
goods of equal value being imported cheaper. And
when the Governments [of the several States] have
been solicited to support such schemes by encourage-
ments in money, or by imposing duties on importa-
tion of such goods, it has been generally refused, on
this principle, that if the country is ripe for the
manufacture it may be carried on by private persons
to advantage, and if not, it is folly to think of
forcing nature. . . . The manufacture of silk, they
say, is natural in France, as that of cloth in England,
because each country produces in plenty the first
material ; but if England will have a manufacture
of silk as that of cloth, and France one of cloth as
well as that of silk, these unnatural operations must
be supported by mutual prohibitions, or higher
duties on the importation of each other’s goods, by
which means the workmen are enabled to tax the
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home consumer by greater prices, while the higher
wages they receive make them neither happier nor
richer, since they will only drink more and work
less. Therefore the -Governments in America do
nothing to encourage such projects. The people by
this means- are not imposed on either by the mer-
chant or mechanic; if the merchant demands too
much profit on imported shoes, they buy of the
shoemaker, and if he asks too high a price, they
take them of the merchant. Thus the two profes-
sions are checks on each other.”! If these utterances
are words of wisdom, then the prevailing policy in
the United States is foolishness, being in direct
opposition to the policy of which Franklin was the
able framer and the warm advocate. The citizens of
Boston have erected a statue to him in front of the
City Hall; they gloryin him as a fellow-countryman
whose patriotism is without reproach and whose
fame fills the world ; but they refrain from yielding
that highest honour to his memory which consists
in paying due homage to his teaching. A small
remnant rejects the dominant views in political
economy. Professor Dunbar, at Harvard Univer-
sity, teaches those Free trade doctrines which it is
easier to reject than to confute. In New York a
larger body, of which Mr. W. C. Bryant is one of
the ornaments, labours to promulgate those doc-
trines. So confident is Mr. Bryant of the result,
that he emphatically says, in the preface he has
written to the ¢ History of the United States,”
which bears his name,—¢ The manufacturers are
not likely to give up without a struggle what they

! Franklin’s Works, vol. v. p. 140.
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belongs to Dr. J. R. Chadwick, a young medical
man, who is rising to eminence in that important
branch of his profession wherein the late Sir James
Simpson excelled. If the earliest and greatest Go-
vernors of Massachusetts, Winthrop, Dudley, and
Endecott, were to enter this house, they would feel
themselves more at home in Dr. Chadwick’s dining-
room than in any other place in the city. They
would tread a polished wooden floor, and see bay-
windows filled with lozenge-shaped panes of glass,
such as were familiar to them in the comfortable
homes of Old and New England. The spacious fire-
place, in which wooden logs are laid across andirons,
would recall to their memories many happy or
thoughtful hours spent in youth or manhood beside
the blazing hearth. The swords, shields, and hel-
mets affixed to the wall above the fireplace would
remind them of the weapons and armour which they
had worthily wielded and worn, and would seem far
more suitable in their eyes than the simple garb of
the unarmed citizens whom they saw in the streets.
They might think that the armchair, in which the
rigid form of medisval outline was tempered by soft
cushions to suit the tired frames of the present gene-
tion, a cunning temptation to sloth ; but they would
be able to sit, as they were wont to do, on high-
backed Elizabethan chairs around the octagonal oak
dining-table. There, sumptuous dishes such as they
never tasted before, and wines from the best vintages
of Bordeaux and Champagne, might appear in strik-
ing contrast to the rough fare which they were glad
to procure, and the ale which they used to consider
a great treat. In the snug study, they would ob-
serve other things to remind them of their olden
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is dissatisfied ; but reasonable men do not complain.
Indeed, the failure of the repressive system is
ascribed by its advocates to the fact that it was not
sufficiently stringent. I have read the programme
of the uncompromising opponents of what is here
called the *liquor traffic,” and I must admit that it
is thoroughly consistent and logical. The gist of it
is that every brewery and distillery shall be closed,
that every vineyard in the land shall be rooted up,
that the importation of all alcoholic beverages shall
be prohibited, so that it will be impossible for any-
body to procure a single drop of spirits, wine, or
beer. Thisis simple, straightforward, and thorough.
It provides for every contingency and possibility,
save those which common sense and human nature
might have in reserve.

I have described what I saw and heard when the
Society of the Army of the Potomac met in Philadel-
phia. In Boston I was honoured with an invitation
to a gathering of a very different kind, the annual
dinner of the Magsachusetts Medical Society. The
contrast was striking between the meeting of the
men of the sword and that of the men of the lancet,
between those whose glory is in slaughter and those
whose delight is in prolonging life, between the heroes
of the battle-field and the saviours of the hospital. A
member of a profession not less honourable than
either, I am ready to do full justice to both; yet, if
called upon to give precedence to any of them I
could not hesitate to accord the first place to that
which strives to diminish human suffering and
lengthen existence, which finds patients among those
of every age and every condition, compelling even
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not among the members of the Massachusetts Medi-
cal Society that the so-called degeneration of the
Anglo-Saxon type in New England is to be sought
for. Here, as in a part of the world nearer home,
there are people who class tobacco-smoking with
wine-bibbing, and pronounce both to be ruinous to
the constitution. The Massachusetts doctors, who
were pictures of sound health, though the majority
were past middle age, one who was as hale and
vigorous in appearance as his colleagues, being
upwards of 90, did not seem to dread the evil effects
of tobacco. When dinner was over, and before the
speeches began, boxes of cigars were put upon the
tables, and smoking was indulged in with a vigour
which testified to a regular habit and thorough
enjoyment. The speeches were generally brief and
to the point. Dr. J. H. Mackie, the chairman, pre-
faced each toast with a few sentences couched in
well-chosen language. The retiring President of
the Society, replying to the toast of his health, made
an effective hit by producing a bill for medical atten-
dance upon the wounded at Lexington in 1775,
which had never been paid. The items were curious ;
the fact of non-payment, however, did not appear
surprising to men who are ready to render their ser-
vices, but are not certain to receive due recompense
for their labours. His Excellency A. H. Rice, the
Governor of the State, responded in a very telling
way for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. With
this exception, the non-medical speakers were
eclipsed by the physicians. Judge Bennett, who
responded for the legal profession, was sadly prosy,
and the Rev. A. H. Quint, who responded for the
clergy, afforded the depressing spectacle of a good
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have incurred the reproach of being a traitor, and he
would have sneeringly been told to go to Halifax,
that is, to follow the United Empire Loyalists who
had cast in their lot with the Government of
Great Britain. Happily, the citizens of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts now feel that they
can perform an act of international courtesy without
fearing that it will be unappreciated or misunder-
stood.

Bostonians welcome a stranger with geniality, and
they treat him with a hospitality which makes him
consider that he is at home. This is not the rule in
the United States. A traveller there will commonly
receive much good advice from those to whom he
presents letters of introduction, and, if he be excep-
tionally fortunate, he will be offered as many fresh
letters of introduction as he chooses to carry away
with him, these letters being usually of the value of
waste paper. An introduction to the president of a
great railway company will probably insure the dis-
play of what I may term railway hospitality. A
directors’ car will be put at the traveller’s disposal,
and he will be allowed to journey over the line as
much as Le pleases ; it may even happen that, when
he halts, his hotel bills will be paid by the company.
The expense of all this falls upon the shareholders,
many of whom may be the traveller’s fellow-country-
men, who vainly puzzle themselves as to why the
working expenses of the railway are so heavy, and
who are doomed to receive empty promises instead of
dividends. It is not in this vicarious fashion that
Bostonians both welcome and entertain strangers ;
hence the latter leave the city with an indelible
impression of having been the recipients of an
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XI.

SARATOGA AND WEST POINT.

Bosron, Saratoga, and Yorktown are the names of
three places inseparably associated with the inex-
cusable mistakes of British Ministers and Generals
during the American revolution. It was fitting that
a war, which was in itself a gigantic blunder, should
have been conducted by incomparable blunderers.
Thackeray makes Sir George Warrington say with
great truth in the Virginians—* In reading over our
American campaigns from their unhappy commence-
ment to their inglorious end, now that we are able
to see the enemy’s movements and condition as well
as our own, I fancy we can see how an advance—a
march—might have put enemies into our power who
had no means to withstand it, and changed the
.entire issue of the struggle.” This is specially ap-
plicable to the ill-fated expedition which ended in
the capitulation at Saratoga. Had Burgoyne suc-
ceeded, the character of the struggle would have
been changed. His signal failure led to the inter-
vention of France. The final independence of the
Thirteen United Colonies was mainly owing to the
French alliance, to French treasure, French soldiers,
and a French fleet.

The importance of the result at Saratoga led Sir
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a definite conclusion. Having examined seven short
histories of the United States, by different authors,
which are used in teaching school children the
annals of their country, I find that the number of
Burgoyne’s army, at the date of capitulation, is
given as 5,752 in one, 5,791 in another, more than
5,000 in a third, 6,000 in a fourth, as the remainder
of 6,000 in a fifth, over 6,000 in a sixth, while no
figures are stated in a seventh. All agree, however,
in estimating the number, when the army started from
Canada, at 10,000. Mr. Bancroft, in the last edition
of his “History of the United States,” an edition
which has been carefully revised, or, as he puts it
in a prefatory note, to the revision of which * a solid
year of close and undivided application has been
devoted,” says that the number who capitulated,
¢ including officers, was 5,791. Besides these, there
were 1,856 prisoners of war, including the sick and
wounded, who had been abandoned. Of deserters
there were 300, so that—including the killed,
prisoners, and disabled at Hubbardtown, Fort Ann,
Bennington, Orisca, the outposts of Tyconderoga,
and round Saratoga—the total loss of the British in
this northern campaign was not far from 10,000,
counting officers as well as rank and file.” Dr.
Noah Webster, who served in the militia under
General Stark and was present at the capitulation,
referred to it in an essay written ten years after and
said that Burgoyne’s force amounted * according to
some to 10,000, and according to others, to 5,752.”*
These discrepancies are typical of the current ver-
sions of events in American annals. The truth is that

' « Essays and Fugitive Writings by Noah Webster,” p. 174.
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sail than one on the Hudson, during a fine day
in summer, cannot be conceived. No steamers, in
any part of the world are superior in speed and
luxury of accommodation to the C. Vibbard, Daniel
Drew, or Mary Powell, and they are only surpassed
here by the Bristol and Providence, which ply between
New York and Fall River. When walking round
the galleries, which run along the inside above the
saloon, it is hard to believe that one is on board a
vessel; the smoothness with which the engines work
renders it as hard to understand that one is being
propelled through the water at the rate of twenty-
five miles an hour. The change from the time, when
Robert Fulton made his Clermont move at the rate
of seven miles an hour, is quite as remarkable as
that which was wrought when his steamboat dis-
placed sailing packets. Yet, in one respect, no
change has occurred, even if we go back to the year
1609, when Henry Hudson sailed up this river in
the Half Moon ; the scenery is as beautiful now as
it was when a European eye gazed upon it for the
first time, and more beautiful scenery cannot be
desired.

It is common for United States travellers in
Europe to institute comparisons between the Hud-
son and the Rhine, or the Danube, and to give the
. preference to their own river. Those among them
who come from California are as fond of saying that
- the beauties of the Lake of Geneva, or any Swiss
lake, fall far short of those of Donner Lake or Lake
Tahoe. Nothing can be more futile than endeavours
to compare two things which are essentially different,
and nothing can be more foolish than to refuse ad-
miration for something seen abroad, because it is
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gether, is that no occasion for their protection is
likely to recur. A hostile fleet sailing up the river
is a contingency which needs never to be provided
against. It would be as absurd to fortify Hampton
Court as to fortify West Point. For some distance
higker up the scenery is as striking as at this place,
but a good way before Albany is reached the view
from the river is as tame as that from the Rhine
between Mainz and Mannheim.



1956

XII.

SARATOGA SPRINGS.

Ar Aloany, the capital of the State of New
York, the river ceases to be navigable for vessels
drawing much water. Here it was that Henry
Hudson found his dream of having discovered a
passage to the South Sea disperse into empty air,
the splendid stream which he had discovered proving
to be a river and nothing more. Here, too, the
passengers bound for Saratoga continue their jour-
ney by rail if they have commenced it by water.
At Troy, six miles distant from Albany, they
enter a train on the Saratoga and Rensselaer Rail-
way. The very name of this place clashes with the
oldest and most cherished recollections of the
readers of ancient history. This Troy has nothing
classical about it save the name; its reputation is
based on the manufacture of Bessemer steel and of
iron stoves. The poet who should be inspired by
the United States Troy would be capable of writing
an epic about Birmingham.

Seven miles before reaching Saratoga, the train
stops at Ballston Spa, a place which was once in great
repute for its mineral waters, but which is chiefly
famous now for the production of paper collars. At
Saratoga Springs, the strangér who has journeyed

02
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exceedingly pungent to the taste, and, after being
drunk a short time, will often affect the nose like
brisk bottled ale. The water will raise flour sooner
than any other thing, and cannot be confined so that
the air will not somehow or other escape. Several
persons told us that they had corked it tight in bot-
tles and that the bottles broke. We tried it with
the only bottle we had, which did not break, but the
air found its way through a wooden stopper and the
wax with which it was sealed. A trout died in the
water in less than a minute, or seemed dead, but
recovered in common water. This experiment was-
repeated with the same effect. We observed in dig-
ging that the rocks which are about the springs, and
which in one or two places project themselves above
the earth in a conic form, go not deep into the
ground, but are formed by the waters which (the
man who lives at the place informed us) overflow
once per month, when not disturbed, and the earthy
parts, being exposed to the air and sun, petrify and
increase. This opinion is strengthened by the shells
and bodies of insects which we found in broken
parts of the rock. I have given you my observa-
tions, because I think you told me what you knew
of these extraordinary springs was from infor-
mation.”

To this picture of Saratoga in 1784, which was
provided for the information of Washington, I may
append another representing it in 1797, drawn by
Professor Benjamin Silliman, of Yale College, who
may be styled the father of chemistry in the United
States :—*“ Mr. Elliott, Mr. Winn, and myself
mounted our horses one day (at Ballston) and
rode seven or eight miles through the pine forest,
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these children of nature must have been born in
Ireland, will gladly empty their purses in exchange
for trash, and feel gratification in studying the
simple manners and artless speech of the Red man
and his family.

To drink mineral water before breakfast and hear
the band play, to look with eagerness for the arrival
of the New York newspapers in the forenoon, to
take a drive after dinner, to dance or watch others
wearying themselves by dancing in the evening, and
to vary this dissipated life by visiting the gaming-
hell of the Honourable John Morrissey, where
refreshments may be had gratis and money may be
lost as easily as on the Stock Exchange, such is the
daily routine of life here. Not very dissimilar is the
life at watering-places all over the world. Of Sara-
toga I may say, as Horace Walpole said of Bath in
its palmy days, that people go thither well and return
home cured. Those persons who are the least exact-
ing will be the most gratified. The truth on this
head has been pointedly expressed by M. Taine in his
“ Journey to the Pyrenees :”—* If life at a watering-
place be a romance, it is 80 in books only. In order
to see great men there, it is necessary to carry them

"in one’s portmanteau bound in calf. It is likewise
held that conversation at a watering-place is very
clever, that one meets nobody there but artists, men
of eminence, men moving in the best society; that
ideas, grace, and elegance abound, and that the
flower of every pleasure and of all thought blossoms
there. The fact is that one wears out one’s hats
and eats many peaches at a watering-place, that one
talks a great deal, and that, as regards men and
ideas, it is much the same there as anywhere else.”
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The Grand Union Hotel, one of the largest in Sara-
toga, was a pet project of the late Mr. Stewart. The
garden is one of the finest attached to any hotel.
At the western end of the ball-room is a gigantic
painting by M. Yvon, representing “The Genius of
America.” What is thought of the picture canrot
better be expressed than in the words of an admiring
citizen of the United States:—¢ The picture and
frame weigh 30001bs. The latter is a marvel of
workmanship, and was made in Paris under the
immediate direction of the great historical artist.”
The artist might not be flattered if he learned that
his picture is chiefly valued on account of its weight
and the beauty of its frame. Mr. Stewart’s inten-
tion was to adorn his gallery in New. York with this
work of art. But he found, as Dr. Primrose did, that
space failed him ; yet, instead of being nonplussed,
like the ingenuous Vicar of Wakefield, he sent it to
excite the astonishment of the visitors to his hotel
at Saratoga Springs.
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XTII.

A TRIP THROUGH CANADA.

TeE first time that I entered the Dominion of
Canada, I travelled over the Grand Trunk Railway
from Portland, the principal city in the State of
Maine, to Montreal, the commercial capital of the
Province of Quebec. The situation of both cities is
very picturesque. Few sights are finer than the
Bay of Casco, on which Portland is built. The bay
is of large area and studded with wooded islands.
The harbour is one of the safest and deepest on the
coast of New England; it is sheltered from dangerous
winds; it is never obstructed by ice; the Great
Eastern steamed up to the wharf, and was moored
alongside it. As Portland is situated on an undu-
lating slope, the streets are not monotonously level ;
the buildings erected since the great fire are sub-
stantial structures; the public offices, such as the
City Hall, the Custom House, and the Post Office,
are imposing edifices. Trees are thickly planted in
front of the houses in the principal streets ; this pro-
duces a pleasant effect. It is said that there are as
many as 3,000 of these trees ; and as the population
does not much exceed 30,000, there is ample pro-
vision made for shade from the sun, and there is a
plausible reason for styling this the * Forest City.”
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than the most fantastic legislation can counter-
balance. Even were it otherwise, the name of this
city is certain of being held in kindly remembrance ;
Mr. Longfellow was born here. .
The scenery along the railway, after leaving Port-
land is pretty, without being remarkable. To the
left there is a mountain range which gratifies the
eye. After ninety miles have been traversed, the
passengers who purpose making a tour in the White
Mountains leave the train at Gosham. One of these,
Mount Washington, to which the Indians gave the
simple name of * Agiocochook,” has always seemed
to me the most wonderful mountain in the world,
provided the account I read of it in a local news-
paper be literally accurate ; it was there said to be
“crowned with perpetual snow for nine months out
of the twelve.” At Island Pond station, about 150
miles distant from Portland, a halt is made for the
double purpose of taking refreshment and having
the luggage examined by the custom-house officers.
Soon after this station has been left behind, a little
stream is pointed out as forming the boundary-line
between the two countries. This portion of Cana-
dian soil, which is designated the Eastern Town-
ships, has a rich and well-tilled aspect. Nothing,
however, is specially noteworthy till the Victoria
Bridge is reached; this is quite as wonderful as
a work of man as the great river which it spans
is as a work of nature. The bridge is one mile and
a half long. Nearly a million and a half sterling
was expended upon it. Its solidity is as notable as
its length. Men shook their heads and confidently
predicted that the piers would be swept away by
the enormous pressure of the ice when the river
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ence; and, when it becomes a station on the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway, its progress may be equal to
its ambition. The Houses of Parliament and Govern-
ment Offices are the most conspicuous objects in
Ottawa. They are built in the Gothic style of
architecture, and are at once impressive in appear-
ance, and admirably adapted for the purposes they
are intended to subserve. Situated on an eminence
resembling the rocky heights on which the castles
of Edinburgh and Stirling stand, they dominate the
scene. The Ottawa river winds at the base of this
eminence; the view from the path on the side
facing the river is us romantic as can be imagined.
Rideau Hall, the residence of the Governor-General,
is "in the suburb of New Edinburgh, which lies
below the capital. The gardens of this official
abode are nicely laid out; they had been planned
and, when I saw them, were kept in order by a
Scottish gardener. The house itself, when I
first visited it, was neither commodious nor attrac-
tive; but it has been lately rebuilt and greatly
improved. Across the river is the town of Hull in
the Province of Quebec. I was startled with the
change on entering it. It seemed as if I had
crossed the Channel from Southampton to Havre
and entered Normandy. A signboard on the first
house I saw intimated that *tabac’’ was sold there ;
the first woman I passed in the main street had the
look of a Norman peasant. Contrasts like these
strikingly remind the stranger that Canada is a
far more varied country than the United States.
There are many other objects of interest in Ottawa ;
however, I cannot describe them in detail at present,
having to take the train back to Prescott Junction
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on my way over the Grand Trunk to Torouto, which
is reached in about ten hours’ time. The traveller
who has to wait for the train at Prescott Junction
will not regret taking luncheon or dinner there. A
better managed refreshment-room, when I visited it,
could -with difficulty be found, even on the line from
Paris to Marseilles.

Having formerly journeyed to the capital of
Ontario in the manner described, I purposed going
thither on' the present occasion by way of Niagara
Falls, revisiting the Province of Quebec by descend-
ing the St. Lawrence and continuing my route over
the Intercolonial Railway as far as Halifax. Cir-
cumstances which have no interest for the reader
obliged me to leave out the most novel and interest-
ing part of this programme. To traverse the mari-
time Provinces of Canada, as well as the Province of
British Columbia and the prairie Province of Mani-
toba, is still one of my unsatisfied desires. Some
day or other, I hope to journey through this
magnificent Dominion, from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, so as to be enabled to compare it, as a whole,
with the territory of the United States, over which
I have travelled from ocean to ocean. I do not
regret, however, that I was permitted to devote
more time than I might otherwise have done to a
second and more prolonged study of the Province of
Ontario.

Stopping at Niagara Falls on my way to Toronto,
T gazed with renewed wonder on the grand sight of
the green waters which flow out of Lake Erie taking
a majestic leap on their headlong course towards the
deep blue waters of Lake Ontario, whence issues the
noble river St. Lawrence. I crossed the Lake in the

P
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After having endured broiling heat in a railway
carriage from Niagara Falls, it was a welcome change
to sail under an awning in a steamer through the
cool breeze upon Lake Ontario. A stoppage is
made at Niagara, a pleasant place of summer resort
for Canadians. This was originally the capital of
Upper Canada. When Mr. Weld saw it in 1796, it
contained seventy dwellings, a gaol, a Court-house,
and a Legislative Assembly. It was then called
Newark; it had previously borne the names of
Lenox and Nassau. Upon Toronto becoming the
capital, this place was again known by the name
which was first given to it, a name which it has
preserved ever since. Before we had traversed half
the distance across the Lake, the air became so cool
that an overcoat was a comfort. There was nothing
to vary the prospect, excepting here and there the
white sails of a schooner and the smoking funnel of
a steam-boat. Indeed, it was difficult to believe that
this vast sheet of water was but a Lake. Compared
with the Lakes of Constance and Geneva it is a sea ;
the area of the Sea of Marmora is smaller by 800
square miles; yet Lake Ontario is of but limited
extent, its area being 6,000 square miles, when com-
pared with such inland seas as Lake Michigan and
Lake Superior, the area of the former being 12,600,
and of the latter 22,400 square miles. When the
wind blows and the angry waves are crested with
foam, it is scarcely possible for the best-skilled sailor
to distinguish, either by appearance or sensation,
between such a piece of water as this and the open
and apparently limitless deep. Reflections of this
class are abruptly terminated when the Custom-
House officer comes to examine the luggage.
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I am not a smuggler by profession. However
congenial such a pursuit may have been to Dirk
Hatteraick, it has never had any charms for me.
Moreover, I am unable to draw the line between
stealing and smuggling, or to regard a smuggler as
any better than a vulgar thief. I fear, however, that
I am an exception. Travellers on the continents of
Europe and America are treated as suspected smug-
glers. I told the Canadian Custom-House officer
that I had no more intention of introducing any-
thing into Canada surreptitiously than of marrying
my grandmother, and that, even if I entertained so
wicked a thought, I should be unaware what to
select. Of course he did not believe me. He ran-
sacked my luggage with greater thoroughness,
thinking, no doubt, that my protestation of inno-
cence was only a mask to deceive him. Nor can he
be blamed. His official belief is that a traveller’s
chief end is to smuggle, and that his business is to
thwart this knavery. Certainly he performed his
duty with unswerving vigilance. The rule at home
is much more sensible, the officers at our seaports
being ordered to examine the luggage of those
persons only who excite their suspicion, or to con-
tent themselves with choosing one article out of a
passenger’s luggage for inspection. It is-on the
same rational principle that a coast-guardsman does
not board every passing vessel in quest of contra-
band goods, and that a policeman does not take
every person in the street into custody when he is
on the look-out for a criminal. In Canada, however,
it is thought necessary to follow the course I have
indicated, and certainly I can bear testimony to the
minuteness with which the officer on board the City
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of Toronto examined the luggage, and to the de-
termination he evinced to subject both himself and
the passengers to much unnecessary trouble. An
unanswerable reason against over-strictness on the
part of the Customs authorities, is the fact that
nearly every article of commerce is dearer in the
Republic than in the Dominion. I did not see any
discoveries made by the energetic officer on board,
and I was almost sorry to think that his toil had
been fruitless. It is but fair to add that he per-
formed his thankless task with a courtesy which did
him credit.

Lake Ontario is 65 miles wide, -at the broadest
part, and 180 miles long. In mid-lake, the breeze
was chilling ; but, as we neared the Canadian shore,
the beat resembled the blast of a furnace. The
lofty spire of St. James’s Cathedral is the first object
which is remarked by a spectator. Quite as con-
spicuous is the cloud of smoke which overhangs the
houses. This is due to the chimneys of several
manufactories. No law prohibits a manufacturer
from polluting the air with volumes of dense smoke,
an omission which, in the interest of health even
more than for the sake of appearance, ought to be
repaired. When Lord Palmerston was Home
Secretary, he distinguished himself by persuading
Parliament to pass an Act forbidding the unnecessary
formation of smoke; the result in London has been
remarkable. . Formerly, the manufactories on the
south side of the Thames used to resemble small
volcanoes in their smokiest stage ; now, the emission
of smoke from a chimney-stalk is an exception which
meets with prompt punishment. In consequence of
the absence of smoke some flowers thrive and bloom
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for three trunk-lines of rail; the Grand Trunk, the
Great Western, and the Northern of Canada. . During
the summer months, there is daily communication
with Montreal by steamer, while a considerable
amount of traffic is carried on with the Lake towns
by sailing vessels. Indeed, Toronto is to the
Dominion, what Chicago is to the United States.
The farmers of the West send their produce for ship-
ment, and they come here to make their purchases.
Toronto is the seat of the Courts of Law, of two Uni-
versities, and of the Provincial Legislature. The lead-
ing newspaper in the Dominion appears here. The
publishers who do the largest business in the country
have their offices in this city. As a mart for com-
merce, a place of business, a hive of manufactures, a
city where the arts which soften and adorn life are
cultivated and held in honour, a centre whence
radiate political and social ideas which influence the
entire Canadian division of America, Toronto not
only justifies its position as the capital of the
Province of Ontario, but is beyond all question one
of the most truly representative cities in the great
Dominion of Canada.

I was surprised to see how many changes had
occurred in this city during the few years which
have elapsed since my last visit. The rows of new
warehouses and merchants’ offices in the street front-
ing the bay are equal in structural ‘effect and
magnitude to any which are to be found in North
America. In the suburbs, large numbers of villas
have been built for the accommodation of merchants
who have enriched themselves. When Captain
Marryat was here in1837,he declared that ““ the houses
and stores were not to be compared with those of
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the American towns opposite.” By way of explana-
tion, he added that *“the Englishman had built
according to his means; the American according to
his expectations.” Now that the private and public
buildings are quite as fine as those of any city in the
United States it is clear, if Captain Marryat’s explana-
tion hold good, that the means of the citizens of
Toronto are as vast as the expectations of their neigh-
bours. Not only was I struck with the new ware-
houses and villas and with the imposing new Post
Office, but I was also impressed with the progress in
luxury shown by the two handsome Club houses which
have recently been erected, and which, alike in
external effect and internal arrangement, would do
credit to Pall Mall or St. James’s Street.
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XIV.

THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

FeniMore Coorer, the Walter Scott of the p'nited
States, who threw a halo of romantic interest over
the Red Indian of North America at the time when
his power was departing along with the primeval
forest which had been his home, wrote another book
which once attracted as much notice as any of his
novels. It was entitled ‘“Notions of the Ame-
ricans picked up by a travelling Bachelor,” was
professedly from the pen of an English traveller
in the United States, and was published at Phila-
delphia in 1828. Cooper there asked :—“ Why
is not the fertile Province of Upper Canada as
much distinguished for its advancement in all
the useful arts of life as the States of the neigh-
bouring Republic? and why, under so many phy-
sical disadvantages, are the comparatively sterile
and rocky States of New England remarkable for
those very qualities amid their own flourishing and
healthful sisters ?” The answer given to this query
is that the inhabitants of the States which excited
Cooper’s admiration are notable for an * intelligence
which, according to him, is lacking in the British
Province. How far this may have been true fifty
years ago, I cannot tell; but I am certain that the
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a building. Yet it is significant for two reasons.
The first is that Mr. Ticknor was unprepared to find
any cultivated people in Toronto, and the second
is that he was astonished to learn that those per-
sons whom he had heard others depreciate, had
advanced so far in ‘the useful arts of life,” as to
make splendid provision for the highest branch of -
education. With every desire to be impartial, I have
signally failed in perceiving a distinct want of
“intelligence ” in my Canadian brethren as compared
with what prevails among the citizens of the States
of New England. If this were ever true, the trans-
formation has been complete. Let it be admitted
that there was a time in the annals of what used to
be called Upper Canada, when the chief care of every
inhabitant was to provide food for himself and his
family : the explanation of this, however, disposes of
the sneer of Cooper, and does no credit to his country-
men,

Some of the best blood of the settlers in the Pro-
vince of Ontario flowed in the veins of the United
Empire Loyalists, and still flows in those of their
successors. Having been expelled from their an-
cestral possessions in the United States, they found
a new and undisturbed home in the Province over
which the flag of Great Britain waved. The country
was then a wilderness, and existence was a toil. The
settlers were inspired with an idea which ennobled
and nerved them amidst their sufferings and labours.
They had been forced to leave their native homes
because they would not help or sanction the disrup-
tion of an Empire which glorified and widened the
dominion of their race, even though it were indis-
putable that its temporary rulers had failed in
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understanding and fulfilling their duties. It is now
admitted, when too late, that these loyalists were
men of high principle and lofty aspirations, and
none regrets their punishment more sincerely than
the descendants of those persons who thought them-
selves the friends of their country in inflicting it.
Few things are more certain than the fact that, if
the United Empire Loyalists had been suffered to
remain in the United States, the foundation of
Upper Canada would never have been laid, and that
the annexation of this portion of the continent to
the United States would have been effected soon
after the consolidation of the Republic. Ican easily
imagine that, when this century began, the Canadian
people would seem backward in the eyes of the critic
who made no allowance for their difficulties. At
that period a Royal Mendicant, on entering one of
their towns, might have been subjected to the dis-
comfiture of the one of whom it is told, in Mr. Lane’s
version of the ¢ Arabian Nights,” that, having arrived
at a town poor and friendless, he was kindly enter-
tained by a compassionate tailor. After the latter
had fed and lodged him for three days, he said,
 Dost thou not know any trade by which to make
gain?” The Mendicant, who was a king’s son,
answered, “ I am acquainted with the law, a student
of science, a writer, and an arithmetician.” The
tailor told him that these things yielded no profit in
that country, and advised the Mendicant “ to take
an axe and a rope and cut firewood in the desert,
and so obtain his subsistence.” Even now, although
plenty of men who are learned in the law, who are
students of science, who are writers, and excellent
arithmeticians, find profitable occupation in Ontario,
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yet the surest way to earn a livelihood there is the
old and simple one of wielding an axe or guiding a
plough.

When the recognition of the independence of the
United States of America, and the conclusion of
peace between the parent State and its great off-
shoot were the subject of negotiation at Paris in
1782, Franklin included the cession of Canada and
the Bermudas among the things which Great Britain
ought to perform, and which the Government he
represented had a right to demand. Though he
struggled vigorously to obtain a diplomatic victory,
yet he was foiled by the determination of the British
Ministry to refuse even.a hearing to claims which
they regarded as alike inadmissible and preposterous.
The invasion of Canada was the first important act
of aggression performed by the Congress of the
Thirteen United Colonies ; another attempt to sub-
jugate her was the motive, though not the pretext,
for the Congress of the United States declaring
war against Great Britain. While the freedom of
Canada to guide her own destiny is still guaranteed
by connexion with the Motherland, Canadians gene-
rally believe that the hope of adding this magnifi-
cent piece of territory to the Republic continues to
animate the citizens of the United States. The
avowal is not made so often or in the same tone as
in former days. :

If a speaker were now to address Congress on
this topic, he would probably be more measured
than Mr. Clay, who declared in that august Assembly
— We have the Canadas as much under our com-
mand as Great Britain has the ocean. I would take
the whole Continent from them, and ask them no






224 COLUMBIA AND CANADA.

ever, that, at a day not very far distant, the invita-
tion made by Franklin, as Commissioner for the
Continental Congress, and seconded by the troops
of Arnold and Montgomery, would gladly be ac-
cepted. Mr. Sumner added,—* Long ago the Con-
tinental Congress passed away, living only in its
deeds. Long ago the great Commissioner rested
from his labours to become a star in our firmament.
But the invitation survives not only in the archives
of our history, but in all American hearts, constant
- and continuing as when first issued, believing as we
do that such a union, in the fulness of time, with
the goodwill of the Mother Country and the accord
of both parties, must be the harbinger of infinite
good. Nor do I doubt that this will be accom-
plished.” He knew that the Reciprocity Treaty,
which the United States had abrogated, was an
~ arrangement which the Canadians desired to renew ;
he predicted that it would * be transfigured in union,
while our plural unit is strengthened and extended.”

I need not discuss this forecast of the future;
suffice it to state that there are no visible tokens of
the Canadians being inclined to hasten or help the
fulfilment of Charles Sumner’s aspirations and pro-
phecy. They are the best judges of what would
prove for their advantage. Even if they thought fit
to treat with indifference the passionate and bel-
ligerent utterances of Clay and Mr. Chandler, and to
regard the calmer views of Charles Sumner as the
expressions of an amiable enthusiast, they might cite
the opinions of other citizens of the United States
in testimony of the difficulty of dwelling in poli-
tical amity with a people who stigmatize them as
unworthy members of human society. Men who are
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charge against Great Britain in the official state-
ment of the case of the Republic respecting the
Alabama claims, I cannot understand how the peace-
ful and harmonious incorporation of the Dominion
can be seriously entertained, as an early con-
tingency, by any clear-headed member of the Con-
gress of the Republic. During my present visit, I
was informed that jealousy of the United States was
an increasing quantity throughout Canada, while
confidence in the capacity and future greatness of
the Dominion was extending in a remarkable degree.
Formerly, a few men were pointed out to me who
believed that annexation to the neighbouring Re-
public was only a question of time. But a few
years have elapsed since then, and most of these
men have either recanted their opinions, or else
found it politic to conceal them. The scheme of
confederation is knitting Canada together as closely
as confederation has bound the thirteen States of
America into a nation. To be a member of the
Parliament at Ottawa is an ambition as satisfying as
to be a member of the Congress which once met at
Philadelphia and now meets at Washington. The
Dominion Parliament legislates for a territory much
vaster than that over which the earlier American
Congresses exercised jurisdiction. Canadian legis-
lators have problems to consider and solve as im-
portant as any which occupy and perplex the legis-
lators of the United States. When the centenary
of the confederation of Canada is celebrated, the
population and power of the Dominion may not be
inferior to those of the United States when the
great anniversary of the Republic was the subject of
general congratulation and rejoicing. Certainly,
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citizens of the United States might learn something
by observing the working of this free constitution
of their neighbours. Yet, unless Cooper has dis-
paraged them, they are unmlikely to profit by the
opportunity :—‘ He knew no people that trouble
themselves less about the political concerns of other
nations than his countrymen. It may be va,nity,
but they think they have little to learn in th1s
particular, except of themselves.”

When the Province of Ontario formed its Legis-
lature, it was determined with equal boldness and
wisdom to constitute a House of Assembly, com-
posed of a single Chamber. In the Province of
Quebec, on the contrary, the Legislature consists of
a Council and an Assembly, just as, in each State
and Territory of the American Union, there is a
Senate and a House of Representatives. The Par-
liament of Great Britain is the model which has
been generally copied, alike in the Old and the New
World, although the reason which prevailed when
that Parliament obtained its present form has ceased
to operate on either side of the Atlantic. Franklin
was too astute and clear-headed not to perceive this,
and he endeavoured to persuade the framers of the
Constitution of his country to provide a single
Chamber for legislative purposes. The State of
Pennsylvania adopted this plan, and abandoned it
chiefly because the State did not like to appear
singular. The States of Vermont and New Hamp-
shire followed the example of Pennsylvania. In
former days, it might have been difficult to induce
the Three Estates of England to meet together
under one roof and deliberate in common, and
custom has consecrated the existing practice in the
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—*“The farmer starting to his work has a shoe put
on his horse with nails taxed at 67 per cent., driven
by a hammer taxed at 54 per cent.; cuts a stick
with a knife taxed 50 per cent.; hitches his horse to
a plough taxed 50 per cent., with chains taxed 67
per cent. He returns to his home at night, and lays
his wearied limbs on a sheet taxed 58 per cent., and
covers himself with a blanket that has paid 250 per
cent. He rises in the morning, puts on his humble
flannel shirt, taxed 80 per cent.; his coat, taxed 50
per cent. ; shoes taxed 35 per cent., and hat taxed
70 per cent.; opens family worship with a Bible
taxed 25 per cent., and kneels to his God on a hum-
ble carpet taxed 150 per cent. He sits down to his
humble meal from a plate taxed 40 per cent., with
knife and fork taxed 85 per cent.; drinks his cup of
coffee taxed 47 per cent., or tea 78 per cent.; seasons
his food with salt taxed 100 per cent.; pepper, 297
per cent.; or spice, 379 per cent. He looks around
upon his wife and children all taxedin the same way,
takes a chew of tobacco taxed at 100 per cent., or
lights a cigar taxed 120 per cent., and then thanks
his stars that he lives in the freest and best Govern-
ment under heaven.” Can any Canadian farmer,
after reading this, really envy the privileges of his
brother in the United States? The former would
soon be in the position of the latter, if the system of
imposing protective duties on his produce were once
begun. The United States would not be easily
checkmated. In playing this game of brag, or
rather of beggar my neighbour, the older Govern-
ment would prove more than a match for the
younger.

The one which was prepared to make the greater












238 COLUMBIA AND CANADA.

Sufficient attention has not been given to a desire
which has been expressed for the formal recognition
of Canadian nationality. Much has been written
about Canadian loyalty, which is certainly very
exuberant and thoroughly sincere. I believe that if
the Queen were to visit Canada, the popular demon-
stration there would be astounding in its fervour.
Yet to confound this loyalty, with blind admiration
for the Motherland, is to commit a great and
common mistake. Everything done in the parent
State is followed in Canada with an interest
which is neither felt nor professed in the United
States; but, let any attempt be made to affect
Canada in a way deemed unfair and prejudicial,
and there will be no hesitation about objecting with
remarkable emphasis. In truth, the loyalty of
Canadians closely resembles that of those among
their forefathers who suffered for being United
Empire Loyalists. They are justly proud of the
political system of which they form a part. In their
eyes, that system is identified with stable government
and general prosperity; it guarantees to them an
amount of personal freedom, combined with personal
security, such as no other system can give in greater
measure. Their loyalty is intensified by the convie-
tion that their own wishes, duly expressed, are the
only limits to any demands they might prefer to
the parent State for a change in their relation to it.

Many of the younger men are more anxious than
their seniors to take a step which, without rendering
Canada wholly independent, would lead to her being
regarded as a nation. They have a notion that
their happiness would be increased were the land
they live in represented at foreign Courts. Among
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A Consul can do whatever is requisite; a Minister or
Ambassador is but a costly ornament, and a new
country ought to have the shrewdness to prefer
what is useful to that which is purely ornamental.
This may be accounted a matter of detail. Let it be
granted that the new nation would dispense with
representatives at foreign Courts. What else would
it gain? Aflag? The Canadians have got one. A
distinctive name ? They enjoy that also. A Gover-
nor or President elected by themselves? It would
not be impossible to obtain that without battling for
independence. An army? They have got as well-
organized a defensive force as Switzerland, and a
military academy for the training of officers on as
good a model as that at Sandhurst. A fleet ? Their
mercantile marine is now larger than that of many
European Powers, and Great Britain maintains a
navy for their defence; if they were independent,
they would certainly have the privilege of paying
for their own men-of-war. Protection for native
industry ? They are free to protect native industry
to their heart’s content, to copy the economical
blunders of the Mother country when she was young
and ignorant of the true principles of commerce,
when her ambition was in excess of her wisdom and
when she would not believe what Sir Dudley North
enunciated as far back as 1691, that ‘the whole
world as to trade is but as one nation.”

Though I think that the natural aspirations of the
young and patriotic Canadians have taken a wrong
turn, yet I hold that they have a solid foundation.
They spring from the conviction that the day must
come, if it have not already arrived, when their
native land should hold a higher rank than that of
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do not doubt for a moment that Canada is a land
resembling, in its main features, the Sea of Ancient
Ice at the North Pole and the Black Forest as
described by Ceesar. Of the Prairie Province of
Manitoba, where the entire population of Great
Britain might easily find a pleasant home, and of
the Province of British Columbia, a large part of
which is as rich in mineral treasures and enjoys as
balmy a climate as the State of California, hardly
anything is known in Europe. Yet these Provinces,
including the not less important Maritime Provinces,
make up the Dominion, which in area is equal to
the United States, and in variety of soil, tem-
perature, natural productions, and resources is on a
par with them. The prospects of such a country
ought to be more correctly estimated. It is
natural for its inhabitants to think that they are
something more than a colony, if something less
than a nation.

I see no reason why the existing relation between
Canada and the Motherland should be materially
altered. A future change ought to tighten the bond
of union rather than relax or sever it. The un-
doubted tendency of the age is to bring into closer
association the people who have sprung from the
same race. To this is attributable a united Italy
and a united Germany, and the gist of the Eastern
Question is the desire of the Slavonic race to be-
come partners in government and a unit in natio-
nality. Why should the destiny or determination of
the Anglo-Saxon race be otherwise ? If brethren
ought to dwell together in unity, surely the members
of this race are well able to set a good example
to the human family! The exact place which the
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would feel for the hand which conferred them quite
as much enthusiasm as Frenchmen feel for the
authority which makes them members of the Legion
of Honour. Again, there are many cases in which
Canadian statesmen might be fitly entrusted with
the discharge of Imperial functions; every such
appointment would make their fellow-citizens under-
stand that they formed part of the same Imperial
organization. But it does not enter into the calcu-
lations of the Home Government to make any
appointment of the kind.

I have said enough to express my own impression
of the light in which Canadians view the land to °
which they are attached, and of the manmer in
which they ought to be regarded and treated in
turn. Many points of detail I have passed over.
One of these, which I shall merely cite by way of
example, is the absurdity of such a grand portion of
the British Empire being denied the right to accord
naturalization to any foreigner who desires to cast
in his lot with that Empire. A foreigner can be
naturalized in Canada, but he cannot claim the
privileges of a British subject when he leaves
Canadian territory. This matter, among others,
ought to be the subject of appropriate legislation,
and the British statesman who deals with such
topics in a right spirit will deserve the congratu-
lations and gratitude of his countrymen. :



247

XV.

TRAVELLERS AND BANKERS IN NORTH AMERICA.

Brrise gold is a commodity which, according to
Horace Greeley and other United States journalists,
has wrought much mischief in their country. My
experience is that few things are more useless there.
Several times I have suffered all the privations of
poverty because, my supply of the national currency
being exhausted, I had nothing left in my purse but
English sovereigns. In France, Italy, Germany, or
any other European country, the traveller who
possesses these coins can always get what he wants
in a shop or a hotel. But in the United States they
are objects of suspicion. Once a good Samaritan
let me have what I wanted in exchange for one, and
only charged about twenty-five per cent. for his
kindness. He was a coloured gentleman. His
civility was overpowering, and had its reward. I do
not blame the citizen of the United States for de-
clining to cash the gold coin of England. If one of
them were to tender a gold eagle to an English
shopkeeper, he might find that it was not valued at
its proper rate.

What surprised me most of all was to learn that
in Canada the gold and silver coins of Great Britain
are not readily negotiable. The Canadian prefers
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his dollars, whether in silver or bank notes, to the
specie of the Motherland. In Australia or South
Africa, the English traveller never learns from the
currency that he is not at home. In the great
dependency of India, he finds an unaccustomed
mode of reckoning in vogue, and he sees coins which
are new to him. In the small possession of Heligo-
land he may be startled, as I once was, at being
asked to pay thirteen shillings for the performance
of a trifling service, though, when he learns that the
“schilling ”’ is a Hamburg coin which is less in value
than a penny, he will pay the debt with entire
equanimity. I was struck with the remarks of some
fellow-passengers by the Pacific Railway when they
learned, upon entering the States of Nevada and
California, that gold and silver coins were alone
current, and that greenbacks were treated as foreign
money. They felt that this circumstance tended to
disprove the unity of their country. With not dis-
similar feelings, the English visitor to the Dominion
of Canada learns that the money which is a legal
tender in the United Kingdom differs from that
generally current there, and that he has to reckon in
dollars and cents instead of pounds, shillings, and
pence. The title of Mr. Warren’s novel, “ Ten Thou-
sand a-Year,” must be altered to ‘ Fifty Thousand a-
Year,” in order to produce on the mind of a Canadian
the effect produced upon that of an Englishman.
Most persons who travel in America provide them-
selves, before starting, with a letter of credit. A
drawback to this consists in the necessity of deter-
mining upon the places which are to be visited, so
that the signature of the holder may be forwarded
to the correspondents of the bank which issues the
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to clear up the mystery. On other occasions, I have
been satisfied that those persons who professed to be
able to read the foreign words had an opinion of
their import the reverse of my own.

No one who has used one of these notes needs to
be told that they have to be endorsed by the person
in whose name they are drawn, and that the signa-
ture must correspond with that written in the letter
of advice. At Toronto, I had the novel experience
of being suspected by a bank clerk of having com-
mitted a new, or rather an impossible kind of
forgery, that of forging my own name. After care-
ful consideration, a long conference with the
manager, and frequent surveys of my person, the
clerk told me that the signatures did not tally. The
one had been written with a very fine-pointed pen,
the other with a broad-pointed one, and this con-
stituted a difference which was held to be serious.
Being asked whether I had any more notes than the
single one which I desired to have cashed, I was
pleased to be able to state and prove that I possessed
several. At length, it was decided that I might be
the legal owner of these notes, and might have a
right to demand cash in exchange for them, and,
when I called again on a like errand, it was not
hinted to me that I must be somebody else. While
kept waiting, I had ample opportunities for seeing
how business was done in this bank, a branch of the
Bank of British North America. I léarned that no
one could get a cheque cashed without being ¢ identi-
fied.” A respectable-looking man, who brought a
cheque for a few dollars, was subjected to a process
of examination and cross-examination resembling
that which goes on when an important but doubtful
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XVL

IMPRESSIONS OY TORONTO.

- It was with unfeigned reluctance that I said fare-
well to the genial and enterprising inhabitants of
Toronto. In addition to much private hospitality, I
had enjoyed that of three clubs, the Toronto, the
National, and the United Empire. The first is an
old and select establishment; the other two are
young and vigorous rivals. In all of them, good
eating and drinking can be had at a charge which
seemed to me very moderate, and with a refinement
which cannot be surpassed. I had been long
enough here to take an interest in the local busi-
ness of the place. Three important electoral con-
tests occurred during my stay. It was supposed
that the result would have an appreciable effect
upon the policy and stability of Mr. Mackenzie’s
Administration. That of South Ontario was the
most important, for it was accepted as in some mea-
sure a trial of strength between the Government and
the Opposition. The leading members of both
parties joined in the canvass, nor did the Premier
think it undignified to come forward as a speaker in
support of Mr. Edgar, the candidate of his party.
A better candidate or a more admirable specimen of
a native-born Canadian, it would be difficult to find.
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famous one. To the evident surprise of the former,
a few goals or runs were scored by it. At this un-
expected success some of the youths manifested
their delight with such an energy of demonstration
that I almost expected them to verify the exagge-
rated saying about men jumping out of their skins for
joy. The game is one in which many hard knocks
are given and received, and in which speed of foot,
quickness of hand, and sharpness of eye have to be
displayed. In one match, a set of Indians con-
tended with a set of palefaces; the Indians were
beaten alike on their own grounds and at their here-
ditary game. A brilliant display of fireworks in the
Horticultural Gardens concluded the rejoicings of
Dominion Day in Toronto. No public holiday could
have been better kept, nor could a great historical
anniversary be celebrated with more heartiness or
propriety.

On the 12th of July, I saw the procession which
Orangemen consider appropriate in a part of the
world where Orangeism is an anachronism. Yet, if
some Irishmen or their descendants and sympa-
thizers deem it essential to their happiness to parade
in yellow scarves and sashes on one day in the year,
and others consider themselves faithless to their
creed and country if they omit to make a like public
display, adorned with green scarves and sashes, on
another, it would be intolerant to hinder, and it
would be bad taste to blame them. So long as
they keep the peace, they do no harm to others,
even if they fail to benefit themselves. Happily,
these processions seldom lead to ill consequences in
Ontario, while they are regarded as splendid spectacles
by the children.
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notable men in the country; like enegetic and eminent
men in all countries, he is the target for criticism,
seldom ' friendly and not unfrequently unjust. He
has long wielded a powerful pen, and he has attained
a position of authority which renders him an object
of envy and animadversion. If public men could be
fairly judged during their lifetime, I fancy the persons
who speak most bitterly about this truly representa-
tive Canadian would modify their language and make
allowance for much which they dislike. Itis certain
that Mr. Brown’s place in Canada is a conspicuous
one; the future historian will probably say far more
in his praise than some of his contemporaries would
dream of doing. The Globe is now edited by his
brother, Mr. Gordon Brown, a man of great sagacity,
force of character,and journalistic talent,the Honour-
able George Brown devoting the greater part of

his time to the rearing of thoroughbred farm stock.
Like Charles James Fox and Lord Althorp, he finds
a pleasure in his farm much more satisfying than
that afforded by the turmoil of public life. Cer-
tainly, his success in improving the breed of cattle
in the Dominion is not the least among his useful
achievements. From an article in the Canada
Farmer for the 15th January, 1876, I learn that Bow
Park estate covers 900 acres, of which 780 are under
cultivation, the remainder being covered with roads,
firm buildings, orchards, and belts of timber, and
supplying pieces of wild land where the cattle take
their daily recreation. The bulls, which are of the
purest breeds, have been imported from England.
The good health of the cattle is remarkable, the
death-rate being under one per cent. yearly. No
better notion of what has been accomplished can be
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Indeed, Canada is a theatre on which a great
legislative drama is now in progress. All the races
which inhabit the United Kingdom are there work-
ing out a common destiny in concert with the race
which inhabits France. We know how difficult it is
for Englishmen, Scotsmen, and Irishmen to dwell
together in concord, promoting their own hap-
piness by a right acceptance of the soothing
principle of compromise, and by submitting to the
rule of expediency instead of stiffly contending for
- the uniform application of logical but unpractical
conclusions. Qur Canadian brethren have the
further difficulty of persuading those among them
who are of French origin, to unite in a general
design, and to place the interest of a common
country above the prejudices of race and the
promptings of tradition. Hitherto the result has
been far more satisfactory than any mere reasoner
could have foreseen. All things are working for
good. Frenchmen in speech and descent here
manifest as strong an attachment to self-govern-
ment and to parliamentary institutions as the most
patriotic Briton could display, and they belie the
idle talk about the representative system of the
United Kingdom being unsuited for the excitable
members of the Celtic family. There was true
wisdom as well as Gallic wit in the reply of the late
Sir George Cartier to the inquiry of the Queen,
“What, Sir George, is a French Canadian P”
‘“ Your Majesty, he is an Englishman who speaks
French.” The French Canadians speak English
also, and many combine in a remarkable degree the
best qua.liti\es of both nationalities. Moreover, they
are among the most patriotic subjects of the Crown,
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and the saying of Sir Etienne Taché, that the last
shot fired on the North American Continent in
support of British supremacy would be fired by a
French Canadian from the citadel of Quebec,
forcibly expresses what would happen in an almost
impossible event.
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XVIIL.

TORONTO TO SOUTHAMPTON.

I JourRNEYED to the Suspension Bridge which crosses
the river Niagara over the Great Western Railway,
thence to Buffalo and New York over the Erie
Railway. The latter is a line with which British
investors are painfully familiar. They have received
from its directors abundant and reiterated promises
of future dividends, accompanied with requests for
the disbursement of more capital. In a work pub-
lished in 1860, and written by Mr. F. C. Grattan,
who had been British Consul at Boston for twenty
years, it is said, “‘Should any one be tempted to
trust his money in American ventures, let him
inquire the history of the New York and Erie Rail-
road Company.” Yet, despite warning and ex-
perience, credulous investors continued to furnish the
directors of this company with the additional capital
which the shrewder citizens of the United States
refused to supply. So long as money is sent from
this side of the Atlantic, the directors of the Erie
Railway are always pleased to receive and prepared
to spend it on the other. If the British capitalist
had never become a holder of Erie shares or bonds,
or if he had judiciously refrained from responding
to the demands for more capital, it is probable that
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1746, the thermometer in London marked 78°, and
that he had heard of the temperature having been
98° at St. Petersburg in 1743, this, he says, being a
“ degree of beat, that, were it not authorized by the
regularity and circumspection with which the ob-
servations seem to have been made, would appear
altogether incredible.” Till I had spent the summer
months in the United States and Canada, I was
quite as sceptical as the chaplain to Admiral Anson
about the degree of heat which the human frame
could sustain. I now readily admit, however, that
the hottest spot which the imagination can picture
may be found on this side of the grave, and that
the best men may suffer as severely as the worst.

As it suited my convenience to land at South-
ampton, I resolved to embark at New York in a
steamer of the Wilson line which touched there on
the way to Hull. I had heard the steamers of this
company both disparaged and praised. Whether they
are well adapted for encountering the terrific storms
which sometimes sweep over the Atlantic, I shall
leave to the decision of professional mariners. I
can say that the state-room occupied by my wife
and myself was the best-arranged and most spacious
I have ever seen. On the other hand, there was a
great and unfavourable contrast between the meagre
fare provided for the first-class passengers, and the
frequent and sumptuous repasts served on board
the steamer of the National line which I have
described in the second chapter.

The first-class passengers were few in number,
without being select. All the officers were ex-
perienced navigators, and pleasant men. Captain
Laver, who had been for fifteen years in the
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because it is quite as serviceable, and thirdly,
because it has slight attraction for pilferers. I had
simply to unlock one or two articles of luggage as a
matter of form. The absence of superfluous fussi-
ness on the part of the Custom House officers made
the landing here and the prospect of a speedy
arrival at home all the more agreeable.

The steamer from which I had landed continued
her voyage to Hull, her destined port. Her name
is one which is now shrouded in the painful mystery
which surrounds the ill-fated President, the Pacific,
the City of Boston, and other craft which have disap-
peared and left no sign. Sailing from Hull for New
York in the regular course, she never reached her
destination. It is improbable that any tidings
will ever be obtained of the last voyage and the
end of the steamship Colombo.
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desire to render the welfare of their country indepen-
dent of the triumph of a party, to protect the people
from becoming the tools or dupes of professional
politicians, and to insure the effective representation
of the deliberate and undoubted opinion of the
nation. While finding matter for discussion or
criticism, they would also find much wherein to
glory. The widened area and increased population
of their country; the grand array of States and
Territories; the vastness and opulence of cities
which in their day were but petty towns, covering
what was once a dense wood or noisome swamp ;
the net-work of railways, over which goods and
passengers are carried with a rapidity and con-.
venience far in excess of what was possible on the
canals which they considered a perfect means of
transport ; the newspapers as far superior to the
- gazettes of their time as a modern school manual
is to a mediseval horn-book ; the steamboats which
-crowd the rivers ; the electric telegraphs which have
made lightning the servant of thought ; the innumer-
ableapplianceswhich have lengthened and ameliorated
existence since they left the world, and the absence
from their country of the curse of slavery which they
deplored, but could not extirpate: all these things
would excite their admiration and thankfulness, and
justify them in rejo;cing over the results of their
handiwork.

_““ What are the great United States for, if not for
the regeneration of man ?”’ General Choke defiantly
put this question when he was persuading Martin
Chuzzlewit to become a permanent settler in Eden.
The phrase is a condensed reflex of the optimism
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with rights, should be ascertained and discharged
than that rights should be asserted and lauded. The
tendency of some unreflecting United States citizens
has been to follow the lead of Jefferson, and hold
that they have done enough when they have pro-
claimed and upheld their collective independence.
Believing that thisis all that can be required of them,
they are prone to speak with contempt of nations
wherein human nature and society are treated as
complex problems and wherein no vain attempt is
made to enforce or parade a purely chimerical
uniformity. The only true and really practical
equality is equality before the law, and of this the
United States do not possess a monopoly. Itisa
rule, to which the exceptions are not more frequent
there than in other lands, that those persons who
boast the loudest about.the country to which they
belong by the accident of birth, seldom give that
country any reason to be proud of them, while those
persons who copy their example, after having been
naturalized, seldom give the country which they have
left any cause to regret their departure.

While the phrases of Jefferson have exercised an
important influence over his fellow-countrymen,
other causes have contributed to establish a feel-
ing of superiority in their minds. United States
nationality was based upon the vigorous resistance
of the Empire from which it was an off-shoot. The
triumph of the seceding and victorious Colonists was
twofold; they had become independent, and they
had conquered their independence in the teeth of
formidable odds. After their power to have their
own way was demonstrated in the field, they had to
face sneers and prejudices more cutting and painful
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terrestrial paradise there. Before landing he ex-
perienced vivid pleasure from a commonplace inci-
dent. The master of the vessel in which he was a
passenger, having spoken with a fishing-boat off the
banks of Newfoundland, received a few cod-fish, for
which he gave some salt beef and pork in exchange.
This reminded M. Brissot of ¢ primitive times, the
thought of which is always associated with greater
purity and happiness.”' On stepping ashore at
Boston, he was “ spared the annoyances, which are
even more humiliating than wearisome, of a visit
from custom-house officers, as is the rule in Euro-
pean countries.” He was charmed with the aspect
of the people in the streets of this town. These
sturdy Republicans had neither the pleasure-seeking
look of Parisians nor the haughty carriage of the
English; “their air was simple and honest, yet
fraught with the dignity of men conscious of their
freedom, and who regard their fellow-men as their
brethren and equals.” Once he saw the driver of a
stage-coach, who was the butt of bitter remarks
from the passengers, keep his temper and hold his
tongue, M. Brissot thought that in Europe a
bloody quarrel would have been the result of a
similar provocation; here, however, the result con-
vinced him that “in a free country reason extends
her empire over every class.” He noted some
drawbacks in this modern Arcadia. There were too
many prosperous lawyers in Boston and too many
bachelors in New York; both being dangerous ele-
ments in a Republic. It pleased him to learn that
the bachelors in Pennsylvania paid a heavier poll-

1 « Nouveau Voyage dans les Etats-Unis,” par J. P. Brissot,
vol. 1. p. 105.
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which he favoured the citizens of the United States,
was one to the effect that they should abolish public
gaols. They cost much to build and they are
unpleasant places of abode. Far better, he thinks,
would it be if criminals were condemned to serve
their terms of imprisonment in their own houses,
with policemen on duty at the doors. Another
piece of advice, equally judicious and practical, was
that a mercantile marine should neither be en-
couraged nor maintained. In his opinion a sea-
faring life is unnatural. Men who navigate the
ocean may become sea-sick and must dispense with
the society of their wives; the one being a great
affliction and the other a great deprivation. His
conclusion is that Republicans ought to avoid being
sea-sick and should maintain domestic habits by
engaging in the coasting-trade and always keeping
within sight and reach of land.* Had he tried the
experiment, he might have found that the malady
which he dreaded does not always spare the fair-
weather sailor who coasts along the shore.

On the whole, however, M. Brissot was enchanted
with the United States. Wherever he went, *he
met with the hospitable reception which is accorded
to a brother and a friend, travelling for the good of
the human race.” Being struck with the purity of
the manners, he explains this by saying that nine-
tenths of the people are dispersed throughout the
country. If the purity be as great now as it was
then, the explanation does not hold good. In 1800,
one twenty-fifth part of the population was congre-
gated in towns having 8,000 inhabitants and up-
wards; in 1870, the proportion was one-fifth.” *

* Vol. i. p. 100. ¢ ¢« Walker's Statistical Atlas.” 1876.
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He expressed regret at not having found “in the
Americans those fraternal and benevolent disposi-
tions with which some writers have flattered us;”
he thought that they retain a strong tinge of the
national prejudices of their Mother Country against
the French. He was impressed with the differences
between the two nations ; differences which wholly
escaped M. Brissot’s observation. Volney says, “ The
Americans charge the French with levity, indiscre-
tion and talkativeness, and the French reproach
them with a dryness of manner, a stiffness, and a
taciturnity, that carry the appearance of pride and
haughtiness, and such a negligence of those atten-
tions, those civilities, on which they set a value,
that they continually imagine they see in them a
design to affront, or rudeness of character.” In his
opinion, the latter charges are not devoid of founda-
tion, though he doubts whether the national in-
civility be wholly due to systematic design. He
thinks the people particularly deserve to be called,
what they often call themselves, a ¢ young people,”
on account of “ the inexperience and eagerness, with
which they give themselves up to the enjoyments of
fortune and the seductions of flattery.” He thinks,
too, that the United States have been more indebted
to their isolated situation and the natural riches of
the country “than to the essential goodness of their
laws, or the wisdom of their administration, for their
public prosperity, and civil and individual wealth.”
In reviewing the conduct of the people and the
Government from 1783 to 1798, he believes that he
can prove by incontestable facts, ¢ that neither more
economy in the finances, more good faith in public
transactions, more decency in public morals, more
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bears the appearance of a gentleman, on purpose to
show how much they consider themselves upon an
equality with him. Civility cannot be purchased
from them on any terms ; they seem to think that it.
is incompatible with freedom, and that there is no
other way of convincing a stranger that he is really
in a land of liberty, but by being sulky and ill-
mannered in his presence.” °

The bad manners that shocked Mr. Weld were
due to a natural cause which can be easily under-
stood by recalling what took place in France when
the circumstances were similar. Nothing could
surpass the ceremoniousness and high breeding of
the old French nobles, who delighted in exhibit-
ing their proficiency in paying compliments and
displaying, on all occasions, an exquisite politeness.
Their dress was as elaborate as their phrases. After
the Revolution, it was considered the duty of good
French citizens to be rough in manner, rude in
speech and careless in dress, the object being to
show that they were not aristocrats. For a like
- reason, Jefferson sedulously avoided doing anything,
as President, which George the Third would do as
King. The King of Great Britain went to open
Parliament in a carriage and delivered a speech ;
President Jefferson sent a message to Congress,
and, when he visited the capitol, he rode on horse-
back. If the King had ridden on horseback, the
President would have driven in a carriage. Wash-
ington and John Adams held levées modelled upon
those of monarchical rulers; Jefferson openly dis-
carded the etiquette which savoured of Old World

* Vol. i. p. 29.
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penny ribbon behind his counter.”! Twenty years
previously, the Marquis de Chastellux remarked
that, “nothing is more common in America than
to see an innkeeper a colonel ;”’ the translator of his
book adds that he had stayed three days in Virginia
at an inn where the host was a colonel, a justice of
the peace, and the parish clerk. The liking for a
title of some sort has not quite died out in the
United States. Though a native of that home of
democracy is taught from early youth to regard a
title of nobility with aversion, yet he shows no
repugnance to acquiring or adopting the rank and
style of colonel or general, and, if a plausible excuse
for taking either be wanting, then he contents him-
self with that of Judge. The number of citizens who
prefix “ Honourable” to their names is larger than
in any country with which I am acquainted.
Hundreds adorn their waistcoats with badges, show-
ing that they are freemasons or firemen. Vanity
of this kind is perfectly harmless ; it merely denotes
that human nature is the same in the great Re-
public as elsewhere. It is, however, equally harm-
less for any of the inhabitants of countries which
United States citizens are accustomed to designate
benighted, to wear a scrap of ribbon in a button-
hole, and to bear the title of baron or marquis, duke
or prince.

‘While, on the one hand, the patriotic citizen of the
Republic is wont to fancy and declare that no good
thing can come out of a country in which the chief
magistrate is called a Sovereign, on the other, the
unrefiecting subject of a monarch is equally ready

! Vol. i. p. 236.
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was the exquisite sensitiveness and soreness of the
people respecting everything said or written con-
cerning them. She took care to furnish occasion
and scope for the display of a trait which met with
her disapproval. Her condemnation of the entire
people was as sweeping as it was preposterous :
‘T do not like them, I do not like their principles,
I do not like their manners, I do not like their
opinions.”® Mrs. Trollope could not like them
because she was incapable of understanding them,
being wholly destitute of the philosophic tolerance
and insight which enables a person to perceive
something worthy of respect in that for which pre-
conceived notions have engendered a distaste. She
may have been the writer of whom a critic once
said to Sir Charles Lyell: “I wonder the author
went so far to see disagreeable people when there
are 8o many of them at home.” *

About the time that Mrs. Trollope, after having
failed in a business speculation at Cincinnati, made
much ado about trifles of etiquette and proclaimed
the system of government in the Republic a political
and social failure, a distinguished United States
man of letters uhdertook a vindication of his
country and countrymen. It is difficult to decide
whether the attack of Mrs. Trollope, or the defence
of Mr. Fenimore Cooper merits the prize for folly
and unreason. In one respect, Cooper was entitled
to make a boast which no country but his own
could prefer at the time that he wrote. He said
that his countrymen, ° profiting by their nearly
unshackled commerce, import everything they

* Vol ii. p. 295.
¢ ¢ Travels in North America,” vol. 1. p. 123.
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majority of the middle class betrayed perfect in-
difference to the condition and future of his country,
he would have stated a fact on which he might
have based a rational complaint. Ignorance of the
North American Continent has been the bane of the
British public from the reign of Queen Elizabeth
down to that of Queen Victoria. But ignorance is
not synonymous with malice, nor is it necessarily a
crime. If companionship in misfortune be a seda-
tive or an excuse, then the ignorance of the citizens
of the Republic about Great Britain and Ireland
matches, only too closely, the imperfect knowledge
and the erroneous conclusions of many inhabitants
of the United Kingdom with regard to the United
States.

Cooper had an overweening opinion of his country
and countrymen. He had never seen a nation “ so
much alike as the people of the United States, what
is more, they are not only like each other, but they
are remarkably like what common sense tells them
they ought to resemble.”” While thus thinking, he
deprecates criticism and he affirms, with something
resembling a contradiction, that “no American of
any character, or knowledge of his own country, can
feel anything but commiseration for the man who
has attempted to throw ridicule on a nation like
this.” The man who ridicules what is praiseworthy
condemns himself. But the best-intentioned native
of Europe is in a frame of mind which, according to
Cooper, incapacitates him for comprehending the
citizens of the North American Republic; he avers
that *“ an European can scarcely spare sufficient time
to acquire the simplicity of habits, may I also say
simplicity of thought, necessary to estimate our
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‘When she visited the Orphan House at Charles-
ton, she was ‘“ surprised to see the children badged,
an anti-Republican practice which had better be
abolished.” The first of these opinions is typical
and serves to gauge the value of the others. Miss
Martineau knew nothing about Freemasonry, yet
she did not hesitate to pass judgment upon it. She
viewed with peculiar and singular satisfaction, the
system of “ rotation in office,” and she would cherish
as the corner-stone of the Republic what in reality
has been the stumbling-block in the path of its
statesmen.

Miss Martineau, though sometimes foolishly un-
compromising and dogmatic, had carefully studied
her subject. Besides, she was far too sensible to
pass a sweeping condemnation on a country merely
because she saw in it some trivial blemish or acci-
dental peculiarity. Not so was it in the case of
Captain Basil Hall, who preceded her, or of Captain
Hamilton and Captain Marryat, who visited the
same country after her. The first of them has made
a name as a writer of interesting books of travel;
the two others have produced excellent works of
fiction. Captain Hamilton said some shrewd things
in his “ Men and Manners in America;” he also
intimated he had arrived at the conclusion that
““the insuperable prejudice against the claims of
primogeniture [in the United States] is unfavourable
to national advancement.”® A statement like this
shows an absolute incapacity to estimate the social
condition of that country.

Both Captain Basil Hall and Captain Marryat

# ¢ Men and Manners in America,” vol. i. p. 369,
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bank, and mourned over the fact that there the ancient
aristocracy is withering away, as everywhere else in
the country, ¢ to the great exultation of the people,
before the blighting tempest of Democracy.” * What
vexed him above all was to hear the people con-
stantly ¢ praise themselves, their institutions, and
their country, either in downright terms, or by some
would-be indirect allusions, which were still more
tormenting.” Equally unbearable was “a solemn
sort of enigmatical assumption,” on their part, ¢ of
the intricacy and transcendent grandeur of the whole
system not to be comprehended by weak European
minds.” He tried hard, indeed, to see things
through other people’s spectacles, but he failed
utterly. ¢ In spite of my own best wishes, encou-
raged by the ardent persuasion of the Americans, I
found all parts of the country very much alike. I
could never in any place discover for myself, or hear
upon good authority, anything of that peculiar
intelligence, of that peculiar high-mindedness, so
much insisted on by American writers, and rung
into my ears by almost every person I met with
from end to end of the continent.”® Even the
country did not find favour in his fastidious eyes :
‘¢ A more unpicturesque country is not to be found
elsewhere,” is his sweeping and damnatory verdict.
He was shocked at the prevalence of dram drinking,
which he considers to be the concomitant of demo-
cracy, and, in his opinion, ‘“is probably not less
hurtful to health of body, than that system of
Government appears to be to the intellectual powers
of the mind.” ® If he had travelled in Russia, he

* “Travels in North America,” vol. i. p. 47.*
Yol. ii. p. 72. ¢ Vol. ii. p. 84.
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fluous matter to be found im the least philosophical
books about the United States, to the effect that
the citizens eat too quickly and drink too often.
Assertions abound in which no analytical character
can be detected; such as: ¢ There never was, nor
ever will be, anything like liberality under a
Democratic form of government;” ¢ Slander and
defamation flourish under a Democracy.”

One of the greatest evils, according to Captain
Marryat, is the absence of an Established Church,
the effects of an Established Church being, “to
cement the mass, cement society and communities,
and increase the force of those natural ties by which
families and relations are bound together.” He
bewails the lamentable fact that the people choose
their rulers and their clergymen, thus controlling
the Government and fettering religion: ¢ Add to
this the demoralizing effects of a Democracy which
turns the thoughts of all men to mammon, and
it will be acknowledged that this rapid fall is not so
very surprising.””® Mammon, like Bacchus, has
plenty of worshippers in countries where the people
are powerless alike over the State and the Church.
However, Captain Marryat does not blame Demo-
cracy for all that he dislikes and denounces in the
United States; he says that the climate is partly in
fault ; if the climate be to blame, then some re-
sponsibility is taken off the citizens of the Republic.
His views about the people, which are neither philo-
sophical nor complimentary, he sums up as follows:
“ The character of the Americans is that of a rest-
less, uneasy people—they cannot sit still, they can-

¢ ¢« A Diary in America,” vol. iii. pp. 15, 92, 157.
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sufferings of others, an indifference to loss of life, a
fondness for politics, all of which are unfeminine;
and lastly, a passion for dress carried to too great
an extent.” On the other hand, and by way of set-
off, ¢“ they have a virtue which the men have not,
which is moral courage, and one also which is not
common with the sex, physical courage.”?

Captain Marryat saw little to applaud, and much
to deplore. The wonder is that he should say any-
thing complimentary, seeing that, in his opinion :
“The standard of morality in America is lower than
in any other portion of the civilized globe.” This
is a hard saying, but not harder, or more reckless,
than the following: ¢ There is no character so
devoid of principle as the British soldier and
sailor.” Utterances of this emphatic and random
kind do not inspire confidence in the writer’s judg-
ment, nor do they prepare the reader to look with
favour on the writer’s panacea for the ills which he
records, a panacea which I give without comment :
“The greatest security for the duration of the
present institutions of the  United States is the
establishment of an aristocracy.” Captain Marryat
begins his Diary by stating that his remarks are
to be based on an analysis of human nature; he
ends it with the avowal that his object has been to
“point out the effects of a Democracy upon the
morals, the happiness, and the due apportionment
of liberty to all classes.” His concluding words
are: “If I have any way assisted the cause of Con-
servatism, I am content.” This cause has been
greatly injured by the ill-timed help of such a

* Vol. ii. Second Series, p. 17.
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demnation of free government, but in order to
ascertain the quality of the fruit yielded by fair
freedom’s tree, and to give a faithful report of his
investigation. He states his case and distributes
praise or blame with the laudable impartiality of
a righteous judge, who has listened with patience
and digested with care the arguments on both sides
of a given question. The decision which he pro-
nounces is unalloyed either by mocking temper or
despicable bias. The undiscerning partisan of
Democracy, who fancies that the multitude are
gifted with supreme wisdom, can turn to the pages
" of De Tocqueville for a corroboration of his faith in
the divinity of numbers; Sir Robert Peel recom-
mended the masterpiece of the great Frenchman to
the electors of Tamworth as the authority from
which irrefragable facts could be drawn about the
intolerable tyranny of the majority where the people
exercise unlimited sway. Charged with being a
revolutionist by the upholders of the divine right
of bad rulers, and with being an aristocrat of the
worst type by unappeasable demagogues, De T'ocque-
ville really belonged to the select band of philo-
sophic politicians which is repelled by the dogmatic
assumptions of the prejudiced, and the idle shibbo-
leths of the ignorant, which dreads nothing so
much as a political cataclysm and loves nothing
more ardently than orderly political improvement.
The work of De Tocqueville on the United States
forms an era in the literature of travel in that
country. Before he wrote, men and women thought
it no shame to indite meaningless diatribes against
what displeased them there, and to give the name of
books of travel to mere party pamphlets. Many
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student of history, is very large. Among them
may be cited Dr. Charles Mackay’s Life and
Liberty in America, a genial narrative of interest-
ing experiences : if the author had not revisited the
country at a critical time, and misinterpreted the
problem which was then in process of solution, his
reputation as a judicious observer would have been
greater than it is. Mr. Sala, a brilliant and
kindly writer, would have rendered his Diary in the
Midst of War still more notable by a sympathy
with the cause which was certain to prevail. In his
Civilized America, Mr. Grattan gave much useful
information, the result of twenty years’ sojourn in
Boston as British Consul ; unfortunately, however,
he judged the social arrangements too frequently by
a standard taken from his previous residence on the
continent of Europe. Mr. Chester, in his Trans-
atlantic Sketches, gave expression to the remark-
able discovery that a good choral service for the
cadets at West Point would go far to remedy what
he considered amiss in the Republic. Mr. Rose, a
writer of talent, led the readers of his Great
Country to suppose that the Roman Catholic
churches and congregations there chiefly deserved
commendation. Mr. Hilary Skinner, whose After
the Storm is a lively and intelligent picture of the
United States at the close of the Great Civil War,
merits a place of honour among the travellers who
have crossed the Atlantic. Sir Charles Dilke, in his
Greater Britain, passed judgment on the United
States with an acuteness of perception and a
sympathy with what ought to be held in respect,
which are rare in those persons who have criticized
and commented on the North American Republic.
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~ biassed than his mother; he had no pecuniary failure

to ascribe to the people of the Republic; he had sur-
vived the Reform Bill and learned that anarchy is not
the sure consequence of extending the suffrage in the
United Kingdom. Yet the aversions to which he gives
frank utterance resemble those of his mother: “I
dislike universal suffrage ; I dislike vote by ballot ;
I dislike above all things the tyranny of demo-
cracy.” * Since he wrote these words, he has seen
the suffrage made nearly universal at home ; he has
seen the ballot become the law of the land, and he
has not perceived any diminution of the happiness
of the people or failure to appreciate his excellent
novels. It is undeniable that he had a reason to
complain of the tone which prevailed among some
of the people with whom he associated. They told
him certain things which were at once extraordinary
and distasteful, such as: “ That Wellington was
beaten at Waterloo; that Lord Palmerston was so
unpopular that he could not walk alone in the
streets; that the House of Commons was an acknow-
ledged failure ; that starvation was the normal con-
dition of the British people, and that the Queen was
a bloodthirsty tyrant.”* However, these tokens of
perverse ignorance ought not to have been presented
as proofs of ill-feeling. Mr. Trollope is rather
exacting. He passes summary and unqualified con-
demnation on the hotels of the United States; he is
as ruthless in judging the newspaper press, saying :
“In the whole length and breadth of the United
States there is not published a single newspaper
which seems to me to be worthy of praise. . . They

* ¢« North America,” vol. ii. p. 109. * Vol. ii. p. 174.
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dictions of distracted and feeble-minded critics. Sir
Charles Liyell had the acuteness to perceive certain
mistakes of his countrymen, but he was not able to
avoid all their errors. Twenty years have elapsed
since his words were penned; during that period the
suffrage has been extended to a degree which he
thought perilous, still there are no signs of the
anarchy which he foresaw or of the general spolia-
tion which he considered inevitable. It is true,
however, that some persons are still prone to fancy
the North American Republic to be in imminent
peril from a bugbear of their imaginations. At one
moment, they say that the decisive hour has arrived
because a civil war has broken out; at another, they
see a crisis pregnant with woe and destruction,
because the result of a presidential election is in dis-
pute. Yet the Constitutions of the United Kingdom
and the United States survive the jeers of detractors
and the faint-hearted support of timorous friends,
being fraught with the strength which can with-
stand a shock and the vitality which survives a
disaster.

Republican institutions are commonly supposed
to be inefficient, unstable, and short-lived. Such is
the conclusion at which many persons have arrived
after reading about the Republics of ancient Greece
and Rome, and of Italy during the Middle Ages. It
was generally supposed, at the establishment of the
Republic in North America, that the blunders and
shortcomings of the Republics of antiquity would be
repeated, that liberty would soon be succeeded by
licence, and that licence would be crushed ulong
with liberty, under the heel of a tyrant. This
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pletely the vile days of superstition and religious
intolerance had vanished ; after the unoffending
seasons and days of the week had received new
names, and were reckoned after a new fashion;
after a republican clock, with the hours divided into
tenths, had been set up over the Tuileries, in order
that the emancipated citizens whom the Republican
guillotine had spared might have a visible recurring
proof of the comprehensiveness of the alterations
which had been made; after the trammels of old
civility had been discarded, and men were compelled
to use the term ¢ citizen’ when addressing their
neighbours, and when the happy time finally arrived
at which nothing was wanting to a scene of unpre-
cedented confusion and distrust, its delighted authors
resolved to confer upon all the nations of the earth
the blessings of which their fellow-countrymen had.
a monopoly. Some countries showed an unaccount-
able aversion to the attempts which were made to
civilize them, and even resisted by force of arms:
the Republican philanthropists of regenerated France
were not the men to be thwarted when on an errand
of fraternity. In the name of holy liberty and
blessed peace, they carried the sword and the torch
throughout Europe; when tired but not sated of
slaughter, they incorporated into the Republic the
ravaged lands of the vanquished. While earnestly
engaged in their apostolic mission they were inter-
rupted by Bonaparte assuming the title of Emperor
and the habits of a tyrant, amid the acclamations of
Republicans who had blustered about the rights of
man, and had trodden liberty under foot whenever
they could do so with impunity.

The second French Republic, like the first, suc-
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a new flag and a ruler who, with the title of Presi-
dent, fulfilled the functions of King. The most
revolutionary proposals of any citizens of the United
States were firstly, that Hebrew should be sub-
stituted for English ; and secondly, if English were
retained, that the letters should be turned upside
down. The most foolish thing done with a patriotic
intent, was the compilation of a dictionary in which
the words were spelled so as to have an un-English
look. Planting trees of liberty, cutting off the heads
of those persons who were disliked by the occupants
of official posts, a general subversion of society and
social customs, never occurred to Washington and
Franklin as indispensable preliminaries to the esta-
blishment of a form of administration in which the
multitude was to be the recognized Sovereign. In
truth, the United States Republic has nothing in
common with those fungus Governments which wax
great in a single night, and wither in a day. Itisa
goodly tree of slow growth and mature development
which dates from the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and
was planted by Sir Walter Raleigh.

When a Republic is in question, there is much or
little in a name. Some Frenchmen are not only
satisfied but overjoyed when they live under a
government to which the name of a Republic is given
in official documents. Such a government may be
as tyrannical in maintaining what is called law and
order as any so-called saviour of society; the
country may be ruled from Paris, through the
arbitrary intervention of prefects, with as much con-
tempt for personal independence as if a Bourbon
or a Bonaparte were on the throne. These men
are pleased, however, so long as crimes against
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over-laudation. To proclaim to all the world
that a particular form of government is absolutely
perfect is an invitation to the sensible portion
of mankind to inquire what are its undoubted
defects. Well-meaning but foolish persons used
to think that they discharged a patriotic duty
in repeating that the British Constitution was the
quintessence of human wisdom, and the envy of
those persons who did not live under it. Happily,
the day is gone by when irrational boasting of this
sort can be heard with patience. Sensible persons
who are conscious of the excellencies of that Con-
stitution readily admit that it is capable of amend-
ment ; they rejoice to think that, without detriment
to its spirit, it can be easily and rapidly moulded
to suit the wants of the revolving ages. Its
unrivalled merit consists in an elasticity which
cannot be matched, and an adaptability which can-
not be surpassed. If it be true that the Consti-
tution of the United States is beyond improvement,
and ought to be admired without reserve, it is clear
that its difference from that of Great Britain is
fundamental. Such is the character given to it by
Mr. Edward Everett, one of the orators whom the
citizens of Massachusetts considered incomparable,
and a statesman upon whom they conferred the
highest honours in their gift. In one of his care-
fully-prepared addresses he says: “ We are author-
ized to assert that the era of our independence
dates the establishment of the only perfect organi-
zation of Government.” . . .. *“ Our Government
is in its theory perfect, and in its operation it is
perfect also. Thus we have solved the great
problem in human affairs,”” . . . . “ A frame of
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troduction, the immutable Constitution has been
transformed : the fourteenth and fifteenth amend-
ments have rendered it the great charter of a united
nation; when he penned his eulogium, it was but
the charter of men who boasted of having no stain
of black blood in their veins or on their skin.
Instead of sneering at the nations of Europe on
account of the innovations and reforms which they
have accepted or devised in their systems of govern-
ment, Mr. Bancroft would have exhibited more
philosophy, and greater appreciation of what is
praiseworthy, had he pointed out how changes in
national constitutions are concomitants of a coun-
try’s growth and development, resembling the
changes in the human frame from infancy to
maturity.

The real drawback in the existing system of
government in the United States is that a power
has obtained an influence which thwarts the inde-
pendent action of the Constitution. Many a United
States patriot who thinks of the interests of his
country and has no personal end in view, whose
hands are spotless and whose aims are laudable, is
a8 helpless as if he were a citizen of the moon.
These true lovers of their country are numbered by
the thousand ; all of them are inspired with a noble
ambition to counteract the designs and doings of
professional and knavish politicians, and to secure
a pure and praiseworthy administration of public
affairs. Yet such men cannot work together with
the unanimity of rascals whose object is to dip their
foul hands into the public purse and who are in-
different to the fame of their country so long as
they are enriched. For nearly a century, the Union
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state of irremediable decrepitude having renewed
their youth, and moved with a steady and untiring
pace, alongside of their sanguine and lusty competitor,
in the march of improvement. The Europe of a
hundred years ago has been transformed as completely
as the constitution of the United States and the face
of the North American continent.

France, which avenged the overthrow of Montcalm
at Quebec by securing the capitulation of Cornwallis
at Yorktown, has undergone many vicissitudes since
then, has soared high in the elation of great triumphs
and been humiliated in the dust by crushing reverses,
has been the victor before whom proud nations have
trembled and the vanquished tyrant to whom these
nations have prescribed humiliating terms, has
conquered when men predicted that her strength
was illusory, and been overthrown when the belief
in her strength was universal, has astounded the
world by unexampled fortitude in the dark hour of
bitter trial and unexpected mishap, maintaining her
prestige after disasters under which less favoured
nations would have succumbed. Italy has been con-
verted from a name in ancient history and in modern
geography into one of the Great Powers of Europe.
Germany, which in former days was but a congeries
of petty principalities without cohesion and without
a head, has become an empire hardly less powerful
and compact than the defunct empire of Rome. By
the abolition of serfdom, Russia has acquired a title
to something more admirable than that of an empire
in which real barbarism was concealed under a little
French polish. Holland still confines herself, as in
the days when she was the banker of the struggling
Republic in America, to making money in place of
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whole. Since then it has absorbed the empire of the
Moguls and found in Australasia and South Africa,
in the Mediterranean, the Atlantic, and the Pacific
such an accession of territory and renown as would
have astounded the sedate philosopherof Philadelphia.
Yet the present vastness of that empire would be
less opposed to the preconceived notions of the
Fathers of the Republic than the manner in which it
is now governed. They would find a colonial policy
in operation of which the leading principle is to
permit the colonists to have their own way in their
own concerns, and of which the result has been to
make the subjects of Queen Victoria on the continents
of North America, Australasia, South Africa, and in
the islands of the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian
Oceans, the most enthusiastic and energetic upholders
of the fabric of the empire over which she rules.
The changes in the Parliament of the United
Kingdom would appear to them almost incredible;
they would be inclined to doubt the testimony of
their senses. Writing to Dr. Price in 1780,
Franklin pronounced the Parliamentary abuses to be
beyond the reach of ordinary remedies, a revolution
being the only cure, and this he considered the people
too craven to achieve. In default of such a heroic
remedy being employed, he predicted that the nation
would continue “ to be plundered and obliged to pay,
by taxes, the plunderers for plundering and ruining.”
‘Without any more serious revolution than that which
can be effected by a few Acts of Parliament, what
Franklin deemed alike indispensable and impossible
has been accomplished. These twin sisters of
iniquity, parliamentary corruption and government
patronage, are now among the traditions of an age
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of the United States, and of their immediate
successors. They were convinced that the keys of
the future had been given by a favouring Providence
into their hands, that they had been predestined
to teach the nations how to live. The United
States occupy a conspicuous place in the grand pro-
cession of the nations; but they have not led the
van. ’

In the performances which constitute the merit
and glory of a people, the progenitor of the United
States can still afford to challenge rivalry. She was
foremost in abolishing slavery. In relieving trade
and commerce from the shackles of a selfish and
immoral policy, which generally assumes the seduc-
tive disguise of true patriotism, she took a step in
advance which no nation has yet had the boldness to
follow. Franklin advocated the freedom of industry ;
Washington fought, and fought successfully for it.

. When the suggestion is now made by British writers
that the original policy of the great Republic should
prevail, many of its citizens denounce the proposal as
insidious, and sneer at Free trade fanatics, to whom
purity of motive is denied, just as it was to the
abolitionists of New England who were formerly
persecuted to the death, chiefly because their argu-
ments were borrowed from Great Britain. Those
persons who believe that the world is ruled by
moral forces, who hold that the truth must prevail
against the protected manufacturer as it has done
against the protected slaveholder, who condemn
the slavery of the pocket as well as that of the
person, who sympathize with the consumer suffer-
ing from the blight of protection just as they did
with the poor dark-skinned producer who groaned









