


(a

1
IN THE CUSTODY Or ThE

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

SHELF N°

V. /Q



/T





A COMPLETE

HISTORY
OF

ENGLAND,
F R O M T H E

Descent of Julius C^^sar,

T O T H E

Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, 1748,

Containing the Th an s actions of

One Thoufand Eight Hundred and Three Years.

By T. S M O L L ET T, M. D.

THE THIRD EDITION.

VOLUME THE TENTH.

Kon tamen pigebit vel Inconiita ac rudi voce memcriam prion's fervitutis, ac

teilimonium praslcntiuxn bonorum compofuiiTe. Tacit. Agricola,

, i I
I

I I,  
I

tfr .<

LONDON:
Printed for James Rivington and James Fletcher, at the

Ciford-Theatre ; aiid R.Baldwin, at theRofe, inPaternoiler-row.

MDCCLIX.





THE

HISTORY
O F

ENGLAND.
BOOK EIGHTH.

A . N N E.

TH
E generals of the allies now undertook a. c. 170?;

an enterprize, which, in the opinion ofThfaii,es

the French generals, favoured of rafhnefs invcftL;iie,

and inconfiderate felf fufficiency. This was the

fiege ofLiile, the ftrongefl town in Flanders, pro-
vided with all neceffaries, {lore of ammunition, and

a garrifon reinforced by one and twenty battalions

of the beil troops in France, commanded by ma e-

chal de Boufflers in perfon. But thefe were not

the principal difRculties which the allies encounter-

ed. The enemy had cut off the communication
between them and their magazines at Antwerp
and Sas-Van-Ghent; fo that they were obliged to

bring their convoys from Ofrend along a narrow

caufeway, expofed to the attack of an army mora

numerous than that with which they fat down be-

B % fore



I HISTORYOF ENGLAND;
A. c. 1708. fore Lifle. On the thirteenth of Auguft, it was

invelled on one fide by prince Eugene, and on the

other by the prince of Orange NafTau, ftadtholder

of Friefland •,
v/hile the duke of Marlborough en-

camped at Helchin to cover the fiege. The tren-

ches were opened on the twenty-fecond day of Au-

guft, and carried on with that vigour and alacrity

which is always infpired by victory and fuccefs. The
dukes of Burgundy and Vendome being now join-

ed by the duke of Berwick, refolved, if pofTible,

to relieve the place •,
and made fcveral marches and

counter-marches for this purpofe. Marlborough

being apprifed of their intention, marched out of

his lines to give them battle, being reinforced by
a confiderable body of troops from the fiege, in-

eluding Auguftus king of Poland, and the land-

grave of Helic; as volunteers : but the enemy de-

clined ah ene-ae-ement, and the "allies returned to

their camp, which they fortified with an intrench-

ment. On the feventh day of September, the be-

fiegers took by affauit the counterfcarp of Lifle,

after an obfrinate action, in which they loft a thou-

fand men. "i he French generals continued to

hover about the camp of the confederates, which

they aclually cannonaded ; and the duke of Marl-

borough sgain formed his -army in order of battle :

'

but their dtCign was only to harrafs the allies with

continual alarms, and interrupt the operations of

the fiege. They endeavoured to furprife the town
of Aeth, by means of a fecret correfpondence with

the inhabitants-, but the confpiracy was difcovered

before it took efie6l. Then they cut off ail com-
munication between the befiegers and the Schelde,
$he banks of v/hich they fortified with ftrong in-

trenchments, and a prodigious number of cannon ;

fo that now all the ftores and neceilarics were fent

to the camp of the confederates from Oftend,

On
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On the twenty-iirfi: day of September prince Eu-^'^ »7o8<

gene, who was in the trenches, feeing the troops
driven by the enemy from a lodgment they had
made on the counterfcarp of the Tenaiile, rallied

and led them back to the charge ; but being wound-
ed over the left eye with a muil<:ec-lhot, he v/as

obliged to retire, and for feme days the duke of

Marlborough fuftained the whole command, both
in the fiege and of the covering army. On the

twenty-third, the Tenaiile was ftormed, and a lodg-
ment made along the covered- wT^y. Marecha[
Boufflers having found means to inform the duke
of Vendome that his am.munition \vas almofl ex-

pended, this general detached the chevalier de

Luxembourg with a body of horfe and dragoons
to fupply the place with gunpowder, every man

carrying a bag of forty pounds upon the crupper.

They were difcovered in pafRng through the camp
of the aUies, and purfued to the barrier of the

town, into which about three hundred were ad-

mitted ; but a great number were killed by the

confederates, or miferabiy defhroyed by the explo-
fion of the powder which they carried.

The next attempt of the French generals was to
They dejeat

intercept a convoy from Cftend. The count de ^^^ g^ tody

la Motte marched from Ghent with about tv/o and force^at

tv/enty thoufand men to attack this convoy, which
^.

"^"caie.

v/as guarded by fix thoufand of the allies, com- of Bavaria

manded by m^jor-generd Webb, whcr made uich
p^^^K*

an admirable difpclition by the wood of Wynen-
^

dale, and received the enemy with fuch a clofe nre,

that, after a very warm adion , that lafted two
^

hours, they retired in the utmofc confuiion, not-

withftanding their great faperiority in number,

leaving fix thoufand men killed upon the field of
battle ; the lofs of the allies not exceeding nine

hundred and twelve officers and foldiers. This

was the moft honourable exploit performed during

b'j the
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A. c. 1708. the whole war, and of fuch confequence to the

confederates, that if the convoy had been taken,

the fiege muil have been raifed. The duke of

Vendome order-ed the dykes between Bruges and

Newport to be cut, fo as to lay the whole country
under water, in hope of deftroying the communi-
cation between Ollend and the camp of the confe-

derates ; and, after a regular fiege, he took colonel

Caulheld and a body of Britiih troops pofted in the

village of LefHnghen, by whofe means the convoys
had been forwarded to the duke of Marlborough.
On the twenty -fecond of Oftober, marechal Bouf-

flers defired to capitulate for the town of Lifle :

next day the articles were figned : on the twenty-
fifth the allies took pofTefTion of the place, and the

marechal retired into the citadel with the remains

of his garrifon, which, from twelve thoufand, was
reduced to lefs than half of that number, A ne-

gotiation was begun for the furrender of the citadel :

but Boufflers made fuch extravagant demands as

were rejeded with difdain. Hoitilities were re-

newed on the twenty-ninth day of the month : and
the earl of Stair was detached to provide corn for

the arm.y in the diftricb of Furnes and Dixmuyde.
During thefe tranfadlions, vclt-marechal Overkirk
died at RouiTelaer, in the fixty-feventh year of hi*

age, after having in above thirty campaigns, ex-

hibited innumerable proofs of uncommon courage,

abihty, and moderation. The duke of Vendome
did not yet defpair of obhging the confederates to

abandon their enterprize ; the French miniPcers at

Rome and Venice pubiickly declared the allied army
was cooped up in fuch a manner, that it muft either

raife the Hege or be famiilied. The eledor of Ba-

varia, with a detachiricnt of ten thoufand m^n,
marched to Bruilels and attacked the counterfcarp
with incredible fury ; but was repulfed by the gar-
rifcti under the command of general Paichal,- and

retired
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retired with precipitation, when he underflood that a»c. 1708.

the duke of Marlboroimh was in motion to relieve

the place. This nobleman and prince Eugene no

fooner underflood the danger, to which BrulTeJs

was expofed, than they marched with the covering-

army to the Schclde, which they pafTtrd on pontoons
without oppofrtion, notwithftanding the formi-

dable works which the French had laifed. They
now abandoned them with precipitation, to the

furprize of the confederates, who had laid their ac-

count with the lofs of a thoufand men in the attack*

Having pafTed the river between £fl<.enafte and

Hauterive, as well as at other places, they marched

to Oudenarde, where they received intelligence

that the eledlor had retreated. Then prince Eu-

gene returned to Lifle, and the duke of Marlbo-

rough proceeded to Brulfels, where he was re-

ceived with joy and acclamation. He afterwards

took poft at Oudenarde, fo as to maintain a com-

munication with prince Eugene.
The befiegers having made lodgments and raifed

J;'^//"^'"^"^

batteries on the fecond counterfcarp of the citadel, Ghent

fent a melTage to Boufflers, intimating, that if he
g,^,''";^"'^

would furrender before the opening of the batte- .-.banaoued.

ries, he fhould have an h^-,ourable capitulation j

otherwife he and his garri n mufc be made prifo-

ners of war. He chofe to avoid the laft part of the

alternative
-, hoftages were exchanged on the eighth

day of December, and the articles figned on the

tenth
•,
when the marechai and his garrifon march-

ed out with the honours of war, and were conducted

to Doway. In this great enterprize, fpirit and

perfeverance made amends for want of forefighc

and fldll, which was flagrant on the fide of the

confederates; though their fuccefs was owing in a

great meafure to the improvidence and mifcondud:

of the bcfieged. The French gcrnerals never dream-

ed that the allies would attempt any thing ot (!on-

B 4 fcquenee



S HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
A.c. 1702. fequence afier the redudlion of Lille, confidering .

the advanced feafon of the year; and therefore they

returned to Paris, after having diftributed their

army into winter-quarters. Rut their indefatigable

antagoniils were determined to ftrike another ilroke

of importance before their forces fhould feparate.

On the twentieth day of December they invefled

the city of Ghent on all fides ; and on the thirtieth,

when the batteries were ready to open, the count

de la Motte, who commanded the garrifon, defired

to capitulate. On the third day of the next month
he marched out with thirty battalions and fixteen

fquadrons, which v/ere condudted to Tournay;
while the duke of Argyle, with fix Britifh batta-

lions, took pofiefTion of the town and citadel. Then
the enemy abandoned Bruges, PiafTendahl, and

Leffengen ; and the generals of the allies having
fettled the plan of winter- quarters, repaired to Hol-

land, leaving the forces under the command of

count Tilly. The French king was confounded

and difmayed at thefe conquefts in the Netherlands.

Nor was he eafy on the fide of Dauphine, where,
in fpite of all the vigilance and activity ofVillars,

the duke of Savoy made himfelf mailer of the im-

portant fortreffes of Exilles, La Peroufe, the valley
of St. Martin and Fensilrelles ; fo that by the end

of the campaign he had fecured a barrier to his ov/n

frontiers, and opened a v/ay into the French pro-
vinces, after having made a diverfion in favour of

king Charles, by obliging the enemy to fend a

ilrong detachment from RoufTiUon to the afiiftanc'e

ofVillars.

Conqueft cf fhe Campaign in Catalonia was produdlive of a-

geierir

^

gteat cvent. Count Guido de Staremberg arrived

Sup^hope. at Barcelona on the lad day of April -,
but the Im-

perial troops brought from Italy by admiral Leake
did not land in time to relieve Tortofa, which the

duke of Orleans befieged iind took, together with

Denia,
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Denia, the garrifon of which v/ere made prifoners
^- ^' '7o*-

of war, contrary to the articles, of capitulation.
Thefe loiTes, however, were abundantly made up
to the allies by the conqiieft of Sardinia and Mi-
norca. Sir John Leake, having taken on board a

handful of troops, under the condu6l of the mar-

quis D'Alccnzel, fet fail for Cagliari, and fum-

moned the viceroy to fubmit to king Charles. As
he did not fend an immediate anfwer, the admiral

began to bombard the city, and the inhabitants

compelled him to furrender at difcretion. The
greater part of the o-arrifon enlifted themfelves in

the fervice of Charles. The deputies of the itates

being aflembled by the marquis D'A Iconzel, ac-

knowledged that prince as their fovereign, and

agreed to furnifh his army with thirty thoufand

facks of corn, which were accordingly tranfported
to Catalonia, where there was a great fcarcity of

provifion. Major-general Stanhope having planned
the conqueft of Minorca, and concerted with the

admiral the meafures neceffary to put it in execu-

tion, obtained from count Staremberg a few batta-

lions of Spaniards, Italians, and Portuguefe, em-
barked at Barcelona, v/ith a fine train of Britifh ar-

tillery, accompanied by brigadier Wade and colo-

nel Petit, an eno;ineer of great reputation. They
landed on the ifland about two miles from St. Phi-

lip's fort, on the twenty- frxth of Auguft, with

about eight hundred marines, which augmented
their number to about three thoufand. Next day
they eredled batteries j and general Stanhope or-

dered a number of arrows to be fnot into the place,
to which papers were affixed, written in the Spa-
nifh and French languages, containing threats,

that all the garrifon ihould be fent to the mines, if

they would not furrender before the batteries were
finifned. The garrifon confifted of a thoufand

Spaniards
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A. c. 170S Soaniards and fix hundred French marines, com-

manded by colonel la Jonquiere, who imagined
that the number of the befiegers amounted to at

leaft ten thoufand ^ {o artfully had they been drawn

up in fight of the enemy. I'he batteries began to

play, and in a little time demoliflied four towers

that ferved as outworks to the fort : then they
made a breach in the outward wall, through which

brigadier Wade, at the head of the grenadiers,
ftormed a redoubt, v/ith fuch extraordinary valour as

ftruck the befieged with confternation. On the fecond

or third day they thought proper to beat a parley,
and capitulate, on condition, That they fliould march
out with the honours of war : That the Spaniards
fhould be tranfoorted to Murcia, and the French

to Toulon. Thefe laft, however, v/ere detained

by way of repriikl for the garrifon of Denia. The

Spaniih governor was 'io mortified when he learned

the real number of the befiegers, that on his arri-

val at Murcia he threw himieif out of a window in

defpair, and was killed upon the fpot. La Jon-

quiere v/as confined for life, and all the French
ofhcers incurred their mailer's difpleafure. Fort

» St. Philip being thus reduced, to the amazement
of all Europe, and the garrifon "of Port Fornelles

having furrendered themfelves prifoners to the ad-

mirals Leake and Whitaker, the inhabitants gladly
fubmitted to the EngliHi government, for king
Philip had oppreffed and deprived them of their

privileges \ and general Stanhope appointed colo-

nel Petit governor of Fort St. Philip, and deputy-

governor of the v/hole ifland. After this important

cgnquefl he returned to the army in Spain, where
an unfuccefsful attempt to furprife Tortofa iinifhed

the operations of the campaign.
The Britilh fieet not only contributed to the re-

duftion of Minorca, but likewife over-av/ed the

pope, who had endeavoured to form a league of

6 the
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the princes in Italy againft the emperor. This a- ^- '708'

pontiff had manifeiied his partiality to the houfe of Ruptmebe-

Bourbon in fuch a palpable manner, that his Impe-
^'' ^^"

^i""

rial majefty ordered monfieur de Bonneval to march the emper-

with the troops that were in Italy, reinforced by
"

thofe belonging to the duke of Modena, and in-

vade the dutchy of Ferrara. He accordingly took

polTeflion of Comachio and fome other places, pre
-

tending they were allodial eftates belonging to the

duke of Modena, and fiefs of the emperor, to

which the holy fee had no lawful claim. The vice-

roy of Naples was forbid to remit any money to

Rome, and the council of the kingdom drew up
a long memorial, containing the pretenfions of his

catholic majefty, which ftruck at the very founda*
.

tion of the pope's tempoi-al power. His holinefs

wrote a long remonftrance to the emperor on the

injuftice of thofe proceedings, and declared, that

he would afiert this caufe, though he fhould lofe his

life in the conteft. He forthwith began to raife an

army, and revived a plan of forming a league among
the princes and ft'ates of Italy, for their mutual de-

fence. Sir John Leake had received orders to bom-

bard Civita-Vecchia, in refentment for the pope's

having countenanced the pretender's expedition to

Great- Britain
•,
but as the emperor and the duke of

Savoy hoped to eiTed an accom^modation with the

court of Rome, they prevailed upon the Enghlh
admiral to fufpend holtiUties, until theyfliould have

tried the method of negotiation. The marquis de

Prie, a Piedmontefe nobleman, was fent as ambaf-

fador to Rome
•, but, the pope would not receive

him in that quality. Elated with the promifes of

France, he let the emperor at defiance ; and his

troops having furprifed a body of Imperialifts, were

fo barbarous as to cut them all in pieces. The duke
of Savoy having ended the campaign, the troops

or
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ApC, 1702, of the emperor which had ferved under that prince
were ordered to march into the papal territories,

and drove the forces of his hohnefs before them,

without any regard to number. Bologna capitu-
lated ; and Rome began to tremble with the ap-

prehenfion of being once more facked by a Ger-

man army. Then the pope's courage failed : he

was glad to admit the marquis de Prie as envoy
from the emperor. He confented to difband his

new levies ; to accommodate the Imperial troops
with winter-quarters in the papal territories ; to

grant the inveftiture of Naples to king Charles ;

and allow at all times a pafiage to the* Imperial

troops through his dominions. On the upper
Rhine the eled:ors of Bavaria and Hanover were fo

weak, that they could not undertake any thing of

confequence againll each other. In Hungary the

difputes ilill continued between the emperor and

the malcontents. Poland v/as at length delivered

fromx the oppreflion exercifed by the king of Swe-

den, who marched into the Ukraine againft the

czar of Mufcovy, notvvithftanding the lubmiflions

with which that monarch endeavoured to appeafe
his indignation. During the courfe of this yea^
the Englifn merchants fuilained no confiderable

iolTes by fea : the cruifers v/ere judicioudy ftatipn-

ed, and the trade was regularly fupplied with con-

voys. In the V/efl-Indies commodore Wager de-

llroyed the admiral of the galleons, and took the

rear-admiral on the coaft of Carthagene. Had the

officers of his fquadron done their duty, the greatefb

part of the fleet would have fallen into his hands.

At his return to Jam.aica two of his captains
were tried by a court-martial, and difmilTed from

• the fervice.

The court of England was about this time a lit-

tle difquieted, by the confequences of an outrage
committed
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committed on the perfon of the count de Matneof -^^c. 1708.

the Mufcovite ambaflador. He was publickly ar- cearh of

refted at the fuit of a laceman, and maltreated by ceorge of

the bailiffs, who dragged him to prifon, where he DenmarJc.

continued till he was bailed by the earl of Fever-

iham. Incenfed at this infuit, he demanded re-

drefs of the government, and was feconded in his

remonflrances by the miniilers of the emperor, the

king of PruiTia, and feveral other foreign poten-
tates. The queen exprelled uncommon indigna-
tion againfl the authors of this violence, who were

immediately apprehended, and orders were given
to profecute them with the utmofl feverity of the

law. Matueof repeated his complaints with great

acrimony ; and Mr. fecretary Boyle alTured him,
in the queen's name, that he fhonld have ample
fatisfadion. Notwithftanding this affurance, he

demanded a pafs for himfelf and his family, refufed

the ordinary prefents at his departure, and retired

to Holland. From thence he tranfmitted a me-
morial with a letter from the czar to the queen,

infuling upon her punifning with death all the

perfons concerned in violating the law of nations

upon the perfon of his ambalTador. Such punifh-
ment being altogether inconfiflent with the laws of

England, the queen and her miniftry were ex-

tremely perplexed, and heldfeveral councils to deli-

berate upon the meafures proper to be taken on fuch

an occafion. On the twenty-eighth day of Odober

prince George of Denmark died of an aithma and

dropfy, with which he had been long afflidied. He
was a prince of an amiable rather than a fhining

charadler, brave, good-natured, modefl, and hu-

mane, but devoid of great talents and ambition.

He had always lived in harmony with the queen,
who, during the whole term of theif union, and

efpecially in his lail illnefs, approved herfelf a

pattern of conjugal truth and tendernels. At his

death
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A. c. 170S. death the earl of Pembroke was created lord high-

admiral, the earl of Wharton promoted to the

government of Ireland, and lord Somers appointed

prefident of the council. Notwithftanding thefe

promotions of the Whig noblemen, the duke of

Marlborough declined apace in his credit with the

queen, who privately confulted and repofed her

chief confidence in Mr. Harley, though he had no

vifible concern in the adminiftration.

The new Th^ HCw parliament, in which the Whig interefl

par.iarnent
jQ.ju preponderated, v/as aflembled on the fix-

teentn oay or JNovember.^ when they were given to

underlland by a commifilon under the great feal,

that the archbifnop of Canterbury, the chancellor,

the lord-treafurer, the lordHeward, and the mailer

of the horie, were appointed to reprefent the per^
fon of her majefty, whom decency would not per-
mit to appear in the houfe fo foon after the death of

her coniort. Sir Richard Onflow being chofen

fpeaker of the lower houfe with the queen's appro-

bation, the chancellor, in a fpeech to both houfes,

recommended the vigorous profecution of the war^

telling them her majefly hoped, they would enable

her to make a confiderabie augmentation for pre-

ferving and improving the advantages which the

allies had gained in the Netherlands ; that Ihe de-

fired they would prepare fuch bills as might confirm

and render the union effe6lual : and, that if they
would propofe means for the advancement of trade

and m.anufaclure, fhe would take pleafure in ena(5t-

ing fuch provifions. Both houfes having prefented
addreifes of condolence and congratulation, on the

death of prince George, and the fuccefs of her ma-

jefly's arms during the laft campaign, the com-
mons rook cognizance of controverted eledtions,

which were decided with fnameful partiality for the

Whig faclicn. Then they proceeded to confider

• the different branches of the fupply : they approved
of
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cf an augmentation of ten thoufand men, which a*^- '7^8.

was judged necefiary for the more vigorous profe-
cution of the war : and they voted above fcven mil-

lions for the fervice or the enfuing year. The
bank agreed to circulate two millions fi^e hundred

thoufand pounds in exchequer bills fur the govern-

ment, on condition, that the term of their con-

tinuance fhould be prolonged for one and twenty

years ; and their ftock of two millions, tv/o. hun-

dred and one thoufand one hundred and leventy-

one pounds, fhould be doubled by a npw fubfcrip-

tion. The two- third fubfidy was appropriated
for the interefl of the money raifed by this expe-
dient.

Great debates havino; arifen about Scottifh clec- Namraiiza*

tions, the houfe confidered the petitions and repre-
^^°" '

fentations that were delivered, touching the inca-

pacity of the eldefc fons of ScottiQi peers, exclud-

ed from fitting in the parliament of Great-Britain.

• Counlel being heard upon the fubjeft, that inca-
^

pacity was confirmed ; and nev/ writs were iiTued,

that new m.embers might be eleded for the fhires

of Aberdeen and Linlithgow, in the room of Wil-

liam lord Haddo, and James lord Johnilown. Pe-

titions were likewife piefented to the houfe of lords

by fome Scottifn peers, concerning their right of

voting, and figning proxies. After warm debates,
the houfe upon a divifion determined, that a Scot-

tiili lord created a peer of Great-Britain, fliould no
• longer retain his vote in Scotland : and, that the

noblemen who were in the caftls of Edinburo;h had
a right to fign proxies, after having taken the

oaths to the government. The Scottifli peers and
commoners that fat in the Britifli parliament, were
divided into two factions. The duke of Qtieenf-

berry v/as in great credit with the queen and the

Jord-treafurer, by whofe intcreft he whs appointed

fecretary of flatc for Scotland. His influence irj

eledions
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A.C, 1708, eleclions was fo great, that all ofHces in that king-

dom were befcowed according to his recommenda-
tion. He was oppofed by the dukes of Hamilton,
Montrofc, and Roxburgh, who were fnpported

by the earl of Sunderland and lord Somers
; fo that

the whole intereft in that country was engroffcd by
one or other member of the miniftry. A bill for a

general naturalization of all proteflants was brought
into the houfe, and notwithilanding violent oppofi-
tion from the Tories both among the lords and

commons, was enadled into a lav/. The Whigs
argued for this bill, as a m.eafure that would encou-

rage induilry, improve trade and manufa6lure, and

repair the waile of m.en which the war had occafion-

ed \ but one of their chief motives was to throw
an addition of foreigners into the balance againfl:
the landed intereft. The Tories pleaded, that a

conflux of aliens might prove dangerous to the

conftitution : that they would retain a fondnefs for

their native countries, and in time of war aft as

fpies and enemies: that they would infmuate them-
feives into places of truft and profit ^ become mem-
bers of parliament, and by frequent intermarriages
contribute to the extin6tion of the Englilh race :

that they would add to the number of the poor,

already fo expenfive -,
and Ihare the bread of the

labourers and tradefmen of England.
Aft of ^n inquiry beiner feton foot in both houfes con-

cerning the late intended invaflon of Scotland, lord

Haveriham and the other Tory members endea- <

voured to demonftrate, that proper precautions
had not been taken for the fecurity of that king-

 

dom, even after the miniftry had received un-

doubted intelligence of the pretender's defign -, and,
that fmce the attempt had mifcarricd, many perlbns
of quality had been apprehended, and feverely ufed

by the government, on pretended fufpicion of

high-trealbni though, in ail probability, the aim

of
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of the minlftry in confining thoffe perfbns^ was to ^•^•*7'>8;

remove all pofTibility of their oppofing the court at

the enfuing eledlions for members of parliament.
Thefe alTertions were fupported by many inconreft-

ed fa6ts and fhrewd arguments; notwithftanding
which, the majority were fo little difpofed to find

fault, that the inquiry ifuied in a joint- add refs to

the queen, containing refolutions, That timely and
effed:ual care had been taken to difappoint the de-

figns of her majeily's enemies both at home and
abroad. A bill, however, was brought into the

houfe of lords, under the title of " An ad for im-
"

proving the union of the two kingdoms." It

related to trials for treafon in Scotland, which by
this law were regulated according to the manner of

proceeding in England, with fomefmall variation.

The Scottifli members oppofed it as an incroach-

ment upon the form of their laws ; and they were

joined by thofe who had laid it down as a maxim
to oppofe all the court-meafures : neverthelels, the

bill pafled through both houfes, and received the

royal alTent. Yet, in order to fweeten this un-

, palatable medicine, the queen confented to an a6t

of grace, by which all treafons were pardoned, ex-

cept thofe committed on the high-feas : an excep-
tion levelled at thofe who had embarked with the

pretender. Major-general Webb, who had been
defrauded of his due honour, in a partial reprefen-
tation of the battle of Wynendale, tranfm.itted by
Cardonnel lecretary to the duke of Marlborough,
was now thanked by the houfe of commons for the

grelt and eminent fervices v/hich he had performed
in that engagement. This motion v/as made by
the Tories; and the Whigs did not fail to procur<^
a compliment of the fame nature to the duke of

Marlborough, even before he returned to England-
W^hen the news of Ghent's being taken arrived, the

lords and commons congratulated the queen on
N^ 91. C this

*-
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
this laft great effort of a glorious campaign j arid

the duke, at his arrival, was thanked in the name
of the peers, by the lord-chancellor As he was

fuppoied to have brought over propofals of peace,
the two houfes, in an addrefs, defired the queen
would infift on the demolition of Dunkirk, which

was a neft of pirates that infefted the ocean, and

did infinite prejudice to the commerce of England,
The queen promifed to comply with their requeft.

But fhe was not ahttle furprifed at the next addrefs-

they prefented, humbly intreating, that fhe would

have fuch indulgence to the hearty defires of her

fubjedls, as to entertain thoughts of a fecond mar-

riage. She told them, that the provifion fhe had
made for the proteflant fuccefTion would always be

a proof how much fhe had at heart the future hap-

pinefs of the kingdom ; but, the fubje^t of this

addrefs was of fuch a nature, that fhe was perfuad*
ed they did not expe^l a particular anfwer.

The laws having been found infufHcient ta

punilh capitally the authors of the infult offered ta

the Mufcovite ambaffador, a bill was brought into

the houfe of commons for preferving the privileges
of ambaffadors and other foreign miniflers-, and

pafTed through both houfes : as did another to pre-
vent the laying of wagers relating to the publick, a

pradlice which had been carried to a degree of in-

fatuation ; and by which many unwary pcrlbns fell

a facrifice to crafty adventurers. On the four-

teenth day of March the commons voted the funi

of one hundred and three thoufand two hundred
and three pounds, for the relief of the inhabitants

of Nevis and St. Chriflopher's, who had fuffered

by the late invafion ; and on the twenty liril: day
. of April the parliament was prorogued. The
Mufcovite ambaffador continued to write expoffu-

latory letters to Mr. fecrctary Boyle, who at lafl

owned, that the laws of the kingdom did not admit
of
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of (uch punilhment as he demanded. An informa- ^ c. 1709,

tk)n was tried at the court of queen's-bench for her

majefty againft Thomas Morton laceman, and
thirteen other perlons concerned in the infult, of
which they were found guilty ^ and the fpecial
matter of the privileges of ambaflTadors was to be

argued next term before the judges. Meanwhile,
the queen, by way of fatisfa6tion to the czar, con-

defcended to make folemn excufes by her ambafia-

dor i to repair Matueof's honour by a letter, and

indemnify him for all his coils and damages : con-

cefTions with which the czar and his ambalTador de-

clared themfelves well fatisfied. The convocation

had been fummoned, chofen, and returned with the

new parliament; but as the old fpirit was fuppofed
to prevail in the lower houfe, the queen, by writ to

the archbifliop, ordered him to prorogue it from
time to time, until the feffion of parliament was
finifhed.

The French king was by this time reduced to Negotiation

fuch a Hate of humihation by the lofies of the hUlnJ^aud,

campaign, and a (evat winter, which completed
the mifery of his fubjedts, that he refolved to facri-

fice all the coniiderations of pride and ambition,
as well as the intereft of his grandfon, to his de-

fire of peace, .which was now become fo necellary
and indifpenfible. He difpatched the prefident
Rouille privately to Holland, with general pro-

pofals of peace, and the offer of a good barrier to

the itates-general, ftill entertaining hopes of being
able to detach them from the confederacy. This

minifter conferred in fecret with Buys and Van-

derduffen, the penfionaries of Amfterdam and

Gouda at Moerdyke, from whence he was permit-
ted to proceed to Woerden, between Leyden and

Utrecht. The ftates immediately communicated
his propofals to the courts of Vienna and Great-

C i Bduifi.
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A. c. 1709, Britain. Prince Eugene and the duke of Marl-

borough arrived at the Hague in April, and con-

ferred with the g and penfionary Heinfius, Buys,
and Vanderduflen, on the fubjedl of the French

propofals, which were deemed unfatisfadory.
Rouille immediately dilpatched a courier to Paris,

for further inftru6tions •,
and the duke of Marlbo-

rough returned to England to make the queen ac-

quainted with the progrefs of the negotiation.

Lewis, in order to convince the ftates of his fince-

rity, fent the marquis de Torcy, his fecretary for

foreign affairs, to the Hague with frelh offers, to

which the deputies would make no anfwer until

they knew the fentiments of the queen of Great-

Britain. The duke of Marlborough crofTed the

feas a fecond time, accompanied by the lord vif-

count Townfhend, as ambafTador -extraordinary, and

joint-plenipotentiary : Prince Eugene being like-

wife at the Hague, the conferences were begun.
The French miniilef declared, that his mafter

would confent to the demolition of Dunkirk : that

he would abandon the pretender, and difmifs him
from his dominions : that he would acknowledge
the queen's title and the proteflant fuccelTion : that

he would renounce all pretenfions to the Spanifh

monarchy, and cede the places in the Netherlands
which the dates-general demanded for their barrier:

that he would treat with the emperor on the footing
of the treaty concluded at Ryfwick, and even de-

moliHi the fortifications of Strafburg. The mini-

fters of the allies, rendered proud and wanton, by
fuccefs, and feeing their own private intereft in

the continuation of the war, infifted upon the re-

ditu tion of the Upper and Lower Alface to the

empire : upon the French monarch's refloring

Strafburg in ics prefent condition : upon his ceding
the tov/n arid caiteliany of Lide, demoliHiing Dun -

kirk^
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kirk, New Brifac, Fort Louis, and Hnnningen.A.c. 1709.

In a word, their demands were fo infolent, that

Lewis would not havefuffered them to be mention-

ed in his hearing, had not he been reduced to the^ ,

iaft degree of diftrefs. One can hardly read them
without feeling a fentiment of compaffion for tliat

monarch, who had once given law to Europe, and
been fo long accullomed to vi6lory and conqueft.

Notwithftanding the difcouraging difpatches he had
received from the prefident Rouille, after his firft

conferences with the deputies, he could not believe

that the Dutch would be fo blind to their own in-

tereil, as to reje(5l the advantages in commerce,
and the barrier which he had offered. He could

not conceive, that they would choofe to bear the

burthen of exceflive taxes in profecuting a war, the

events of which would always be uncertain, rather

than enjoy the blefTings of peace, fecurity, and ad-

vantageous commerce : he flattered himfeif, that

the allies would not fo far deviate from their pur-

pofed aim of eftablifliing a balance of power, as to

throw fuch an enormous weight into the fcale of

the houfe of Auftria, which cherifhed all the dan-

gerous ambition and arbitrary principles, without

the liberality and fentiment peculiar to the houfe of

Bourbon. In proportion as they rofe in their de-

mands Lewis fell in his condefcenfion. His fecre-

tary of flate, the marquis de Torcy, pofted in dif-

guife to Holland, on the faith of a common blank

pafTport. He foUicited, he foothed, he fuppli-

cated, and made concelTions in the name of his

fovereign. He found the ftates were wholly guid-
ed by the influence of prince Eugene and the duke
of Marlborough. He found thirfe generals elated,

haughty, over- bearing, and implacable. He in

private attacked the duke of Marlborough on his

weakeit fide : he offered to that nobkman a lars;e

fum of money, provided he would effete a peace
C 3 on
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A. c. 170^-0;;^ certain conditions. The propofal was rejeded.

The duke found his enemies in England increafing,

and his credit at court in the wane ; and he knew
that nothing but a continuation of the war, and

new victories, could fupport his influence in Eng-
land. Torcy was fenfible that his country was ut-

terly exhaufted : that Lewis dreaded nothing fo

much as the opening of the campaign -,
and he

agreed to thofe articles upon which theyinnHed as

preliminaries. The French king was confounded

at thefe propofals : he felt the complicated pangs
of grief, fhame, an-d indignation. He rejedted
the preliminaries with difdain. He even deigned
to fubmit his condudt to the judgment of his fub-

iects. His oifers were publiihed, together with

thit demands of the allies. His people interefted

themfelves in the glory of their monarch. They
exclaimed againfl t\\t cruelty and arrogance of his

enemies. Though im.poveriilied and half-fcarved

by the war, they refolved to expend their whole

fubftance in his fupport; and rather to fight his

battles wkhout pay, than leave him in the dire ne-

ceiTity of complying with fuch difhonourable terms.

Anim.ated by thefe fentiments, they made fuch ef-

forts as amazed x.\\t whole v/orld. The prelimii-

naries being rejedled by the French king, Rouille

was ordered to quit Holland in four and twenty
hours

'3
and tiie generals of the confederates re-

lb; ved to open the campaign widiout further hefi-

ration.

T^.fd''.^^»
Prince Eugene and the duke of Marlborough

^rmy be procecded to Flanders, and towards the end of

»a£ tour- J^^^ ^^'^ allied army encamped in the plain of Lide,
ni), to the number of one hundred and ten thoufand

fighting men. At the fame time, the marechal

Viliars, accounted the moft fortunate general in

France, affembled the preach forces in the plain

of 1 .en% where he began to throw up intrench-

ments.
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ments. The confederate generals having oblerved a. c» 1709,

his fituation, and perceiving he could not be at-

tacked with any probability of fuccefs, refoived to

undertake the fiege of Tournay, the garrifon of
which Villars had imprudently weakened. Ac-

cordingly they made a feint upon Ypres, in order
to deceive the enemy, and convert all their atten-

tion to that fide, while they fuddenly invefied

Tournay on the twenty-fevcnth day of June.

Though the garrifon did not exceed twelve wea-
kened battalions, and four fquadrons of dragoon^^,
the place was fo ftrong, both by art and nature,
and lieutenant de Surville the governor was fucJi

an excellent officer, thar the fiege was protracted,

contrary to the expectation of the allies, and coft

them a great number of men, rK)twithil:anding all

the precautions that could be taken for the fafety
of the troops. As the befiegers proceeded by the

method of fap, their miners frequently met with

thofe of the enemy under ground, and fought with

bayonet and piflol. The volunteers on both fides

prefented themfelves to thefe fubterraneous com-

bats, in the midft of mines and countermines ready

primed for explofion. Sometimes they were kin-

dled by accident, and fometimes fprung by defign ;

fo that great num.bers of thole brave men were

flified below ; and whole battalions blown into the

air, or buried in the rubbiili. On the twenty-

eighth day of July, the befiegers having efFeded

a practicable breach, and made the neceflary dif-

pofitions for a general afiault, the enemy offered to

capitulate : the town was furrendered upon condi-

tions, and ihe garrifon retired to the citadel Sur-

ville likewife entered into a treaty about giving up,
the citadel

-,
and the articles being fent to the court

of Verfailles, Lewis would not ratify them, except

upon condition that there Ihould be a general cefla-

tion in the Netherlands till the fifth day of Septem-

C4 ben
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4, c. 1709. bej-. Hoftilities were renewed on the eighth day
of Augufl, and profecuted with uncommon ardour

and animofity. On the thirtieth, Surville defired

to capitulate ©n certain articles, which were reject-

ed by the duke of Marlborough, who gave him
to underftand that he had no terms to exped:, but
muft furrender at difcretion. At length, his pro-
vifion being quite exhaufted, he was obliged to fur-

render himfelf and his garrifon prifoners of war,

though they were permitted to return to France,
on giving their parole that they would not ad in the

field until a like number of the allies fhould be re-

iealed.

The French Thc ncxt obje6b that attraded the eyes of the

Z^mIiT^ confederates, was the city of Mons, which they

Qpet/^^' refolved to befiege with all poflible expedition,.

They pafTed the Schelde on the third day of Sep-^
tember, and detached the prince of HefTe to attack

the French lines, from the Haifne to the Sombre,
which were abandoned at his approach. On the

feventh day of September, marechal de Boufflers

arrived in the French camp at Quievrain, content
to a6l in an inferior capacity to Viilars, although
his fuperior in point of feniority. The duke of

JVIariborough having received advice that the

French were on the march to attack the advanced

feody under the prince of HefTe, decamped from
Havre, in order to fupport that detachment. On
the ninth the allies made a motion to the left, by
which the two armies were brought fo near each

other, that a mutual cannonading enfued. The
French army, amounting to one hundred and

twenty thoufand men, were polled behind the
woods of La Merte and Tanieres, in the neigh-
bourhood of Malplaquet. The confederates^

-nearly of the fame number, encamped with the

right near Sart and Bleron, and the left on the

edge of the wood of Lagniere j the head-quarter$

being
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being at Blaregnies. The enemy, inftead of at- a c. 1709.

tacking the allies, began to fortify their camp,
which was naturally ftrong, with triple intrench-

ments. In a word, they were fo covered with lines,

hedges, intrenqhrnents, cannon, and trees laid

acrofs, that they feemed to be quite inacceflible.

Had the confederates attacked them on the ninth,

the battle would not have been fo bloody, and the

vidlory v70uld have been more decifive
•,

for they
had not then begun to fecure the camp : but they

poftponed the engagement until they fhould be

reinforced by eighteen battalions which had been

employed in the fiege of Tournay ; and, in the

mean time, the French fortified themfelves with

incredible diligence and difpatch. On the eleventh

day of September, early in the morning, the con-

federates, favoured by a thick fog, ere6led bat-

teries on each wing, and in the centie ; and about

eight o'clock the weather clearing up, the attack

began. Eighty-fix battalions on the right, com-
manded by general Schuylemburg, the duke of

Argyle, and other generals, and iupported by two
and twenty battalions under count Lottum, at-

tacked the left of the enemy with fuch vigour,
that notwithftanding their lines and barricadoes,

they were in lefs than an hour driven from their

intrenchments into the woods of Sart andTanieres.

The prince of Orange* and baron Fagel, with fix

and thirty Dutch battalions, advanced againil tlie

right of the enemy, poftcd in the wood of la Merte,
and covered with three intrenchments. Here the

batde was maintained with the moft defperate cou-

rage on both fides. The Dutch obliged the French

tjo quit the firft intrenchment ; but were repulfed
from th.Q fecond with great (laughter. The prince
of Orange perfifted in his efforts with incredible

perfeverance and intrepidity, even after two horfes

l^^ad been killed under him, and the greater part
of
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A. c, 1709. (^f his officers either flain or difabled. The French

fought with an obilinacy of courage that bordered

on defpair, till feeing their lines forced, their left

wing and centre giving way, and their general Vil-

lars dangeroufly wounded, they made an excellent

retreat towards Bavay, under the condudb of Bouf-

fiers, and took poft between Quefnoy and V^len-

cit-nnes. The field of battle they abandoned to

the confederates, v/ith aboi^t forty colours and ftan-

dards, fixteen pieces of artillery, and a good num-
ber of prifoners : but this was the deareil vidory

they had ever purchafed. Above twenty thoufand

of their bell troops were killed in the engagement 5

whereas the enemy did not lofe half the number,
and retired at leifure, perfedlly recovered of that

apprehenfion with which they had been for fome

years intpirtd and overawed by the fuccefles of their

adverfaries. On the fide of the allies, count Lot-

turn, general Tettau, count Oxienftiern, and the

marquis of Tullibardine v/ere killed, with many
other oiiicers of diftindion. Prince Eugene was

fiightly wounded on the head : lieutenant-general
Webb received a fhot in the groin. The duke of

Argyle, who diftinguiihed himfelf by extraordinary
feats of valour, efcaped unhurt •,

but feveral muflcet-

balls penetrated through his cloaths, hat, and pe-

riwig. In the French army, the chevalier de St.

George charged twelve tii*iies with the houfhold-

trooDS, and in the lafl was wounded with a fword

tin the arm. The marechal Villars confidently af-

ferted, that if he himfelf had not been difabled,

the confederates would have certainly been de-

feated,

ivfonsfiir- Confidering the fituation of the French, the
rendered, number of their troops, and the manner in which

they were fortified, nothing could be more rafh

and imprudent than the attack, which cofl the

lives of fo many gallant men, and was attended

with
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•with fo little advantage to the conquerors, per- '^^ ^' '7o>:

haps the duke of Marlborough thought a vidlory
was ablblutely neceflary to ilipport his finking in-

tereft at the court of Great -Britain. His intention

was to have given battle before the enemy had in-

trenched themfelves ; but prince Eugene infilled

upon delaying the action until the reinforcement

fliould arrive from Tournay : and the extraordi-

nary carnage is imputed to the impetuofity of the

prince of Orange, whofe aim, through this whole

war, was to raife himfelf into confideration witli

the ftates -general, by fignal ads of military prow-
efs. The French having retired to Valenciennes,
the allies were left at liberty to befiege Mons,
which capitulated about the end of Oftober ; and
both armies were diilributed in winter-quarters.
The campaign on the Rhine produced nothing but
one fliarp a^ion, between a detachment of the

French army commanded by the count de Borgh,
and a body of troops under count Merci, who had

pafTed the Rhine in order to penetrate into Franche-
comte. He was worfted in this encounter, with

the lofs of two thoufand men ; obliged to repafs
the river, and retire to Fribourg. In Piedmont,
velt-marechal Thaun commanded the confederates,
in the room of the duke of Savoy, who refufed to

take the field until fome differences which had arifen

between the emperor and him fhouid be adjufted.
Thaun's defign was to befiege Briancon ; but the

. duke of Berwick had taken fuch precautions as

fruftrated his intention, though part of the troops
under the French general were employed in fup-

preffing an infurredion of the Camifars, and other

malcontents in the Vivarez. Thefe were intirely
defeated in a pitched battle ; and Abraham, one of

their leaders, being taken, was broke alive upon
the wheel : three and twenty were hanged, and the

Other prifoners fent to the gallies. The pope de-

laye4
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A.C. ^-709. layed acknowledging king Charles, under various

pretences, in hope that the campaign would prove
favourable to the houfc of Bourbon ; till at length
the emperor giWng him to underftand that his army
Ihouid take up their winter-quarters^ in the eccle-

fiaftical ilate, his holineis folemnly owned Charles

as king of Spain, Naples, and Sicily.

STain
"^ The military operations in Spain and Portugal

were unfavourable to the allies. On the feventh

of May, the Portuguefe and Englifh were defeat-

ed at Caye, by the Spaniards under the command
of the marechal de Bay. The caflle of Alicant,

guarded by two Englilh regiments, had been be-

fieged, and held out during the whole winter. At

length the chevalier D'Asfeldt ordered the rock

to be undermined, and having lodged two hun-

dred barrels of gun powder, gave 5yburg the go-
vernor to underftand, that two of his officers might
come outj and fee the condition of the works*

This offer being accepted, he in perfon accom-

panied them to the mine : told them he could not

bear the thoughts of feeing fo many brave men

perifn in the ruins of a place they had fo gallantly
defended j and allowed them four and twenty
hours to confide r on the refolution they fhould

take. Syburg continued deaf to his remonftrances :

and, with an obftinacy that favoured more of ftu-

pidity than of valour, determined to ftand the ex-

plofion. When the centinels that were pofted on
the fide of the hill, gave notice, by a preconcert-
ed fignal, that fire was fet to the mine, the gover*
nor ordered the guard to retire, and walked out to

the parade, accompanied by feveral officers. The
mine being fprung, the rock opened under their

feet, and they falling into the chafm, it inftantly
clofed and cruHied them to death. Notwithftand-

ing this dreadful incident, colonel d'Albon, who
fucceeded to the command, refolved to defend

8 the
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the place to the lail extremity. Sir Edward Whi-A. c. i7©9

taker failed from Barcelona to the relief of the

place -,
but the enemy had ereded fuch works as

effectually hindered the troops from landing. Then

general Stanhope, who commanded them, capitu-

lated with the Spanilh general for the garrifon,

which marched out with all the honours of war,

and was tranlported to Minorca, where the men
were put into quarters of refrelhment. On the

frontiers of Catalonia, general Staremberg main-

tained his ground, and even annoyed the enemy.
He paffed the Segra and reduced Balaguer ; hav-

ing left a Itrong garrifon in the place, he re-

paffed the river, and fent his forces into winter-

quarters. The moft remarkable event of this

i'ummer, was the battle of Pultowa, in which the

king of Sweden was entirely defeated by the czar

of Mufcovy, and obliged to take refuge at Bender,
a town of Moldavia, in the Turkilh dominions.

Auguftus immediately marched into Poland againfl

Staniflaus, and renounced his own refignation, as

if it had been the effed of compulfion. He form-

ed a proje6l with the kings of Denmark and

PrufTia, to attack the Swedifli territories in three

different places : but the emperor and maritime

powers prevented the execution of this fcheme, by

entering into a guaranty for preferving the peace
of the empire. Neverthelefs, the king of Den-

mark declared war againfl Sweden, and tranfport-

ed an army over the Sound to Schonen ; but they
were attacked and defeated by the Swedes, and

obliged to reimbark with the utmoil precipita-

tion. The war ftill continued to rage in Hun-

gary, where, however, the revolters were routed

in many petty engagements.

Though the events of the fummer had been lefs

unfavourable to France than Lewis had reafon to

cxpedt, he faw that peace was as neceffary as ever
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A. c. iTcg.^Q }^is kingdom ; but he thought he might now
The French treat wlth fomc freedom and di<:^nitv. His minifler
jcing s pio- 'forcy maintained a correfoondence with Mr.
treating re- Pctkum rcfidcnt of the duke of Hoiilein at the

thtftates- Hague : he propofed to this miniiter, that the ne-

generai. gotlation fhould be renewed ; and demanded paiTes^

by virtue of which the French plenipotentiaries

might repair in fafety to Holland. In the mean
time, the French king withdrew his troops from

Spain, on pretence of demonilrating his readinefs

to oblige the allies in that particular; though this

meafure was the effed of necelTity, which obliged
him to recal thofe troops for the defence of his

own dominions. The flates-general refufed to

grant pafles to the French rainiilers ; but they al-

lowed Petkum^ to miake a journey to Verfailles. In

the interim king Philip publifhed a manifefto, pro-

tefting againft all that fhould be tranfa6led at the

Hague to his prejudice. Far from yielding Spain
and the Indies to his competitor, he declared his

intention of driving Charles from thofe places that

were now in his polTefTion. He named the duke
of Alba and count Berghe^/ck for his plenipoten-
tiaries, and ordered them to notify their credentials

to the maritime powers -,
but no regard was payed

to their intimation. Philip tampered likewife with

the duke of Marlborough, and the marquis de

Torcy renewed his attempts upon that general :

but all his application and addrefs proved ineffec-

tual. Petkum brought back from Verfaillcs a

kind of memorial, importing. That thofe motives

which influenced the French, before the campaign
was opened, no longer fubfifted : That the winter

. feafon naturally produced a ccfTation of arms, dur-

ing which he would treat of a general and reafonablc

peace, v,'ithout reflriding himfelf to the form of the

preliminaries which the allies had pretended to im-

pofe : That neverthelefs, he would flill treat on the

foundation of thofe conditions to which he had con-

fented,
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fcntcd, and fend plenipotentiaries to begin the con- ^-C- »709*

ferences with thole of the allies, on the firft day of

January. The ftates-general inveighed againft

this memorial, as a proof of the French king's in-

finceiity -, though he certainly had a right to re-

trad thoie offers they had formerly rejtcled. They
came to a refolution, that it v/as abiolutely nccef-

fary to profecute the war with vigour : and they

wrote preffing letters on this fubjed to ail thfir

allies.

The parliament of Great-Britain being affembled
j^rTacL"^

on the fifteenth day of November, the queen in verei,

her fpeech told both houfes, that the enemy had

endeavoured, by falfe appearances, and deceitful

infmuations of a defire after peace, to create jea-

loufies among the allies : That God Almighty
had been pleated to bltfs the arms of the confede-

rates with a moft remarkable vidory, and other

fucceffes, which had laid France open to the imi-

prelTion of the allied arms, and confequently ren-

dered peace more necefiary to that kingdom than ic

was at the beginning of the cam.paign. Sht infift-

ed upon the expediency of profecuting the advan*^

tages fhe had gained ; by reducing that exorbitant

and oppreflive power which had fo long threatened

the liberties of Europe. The parliament were as

eager and compliant as ever. They prefented con-

gratulatory addrefles : they thanked the duke of

Marlborough for his fignal fervices ; while great

part of the nation reproached him with having

wantonly facrificed fo many thoufand lives to his

own private interefl and reputation. In lefs than

a month, the com.mons granted upwards of fix

millions for the fervice of the enfuing year ; and

eftabliilied a lottery, with other funds, to anfwer

this enormous fupply. On the thirteenth day of

December, Mr. Dolben, ion to the late archbilhop
of York, complained to the houfe of two fermons

preached
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A. c. 1709. preached and publifhed by Dr. Henry Sacheverel?

redor of St. Saviour's Southwark, as containing

pofit ons contrary to revolution-principles, to the

prelent government and the proteilant fuccefllon.

Sacheverel was a clergyman of narrow intelledls,

and an over-heated imagination. He had acquired
fbme popularity among thofe who diflinguifhed
themfelves by the name of High-churchmen ; and
took all occafions to vent his animofity againft the

dilfentcrs. At the fummer-aiTizes at Derby, he'

had held forth in that ftrain before the judges : on
the fifth day of November, in St. Paul's church,

he, in a violent declamation, defended the doc^-

trine of non-refillance
•, inveighed againft the tole-

ration and diffenters
-,

declared the church was

dangeroufly attacked by her enemies ; and flightly
defended by her falfe friends : he founded the

trumpet for the church, and exhorted the people
to put on the whole armour of God. Sir Samuel
Garrard the lord-mayor, countenanced this harran-

gue, which was publifhed under his protedion, ex-

tolled by the Tories, and circulated all over the na-

tion. The complaint of Mr. Dolben againft Sache-

verel was feconded in the houfe of commons by Sir

Peter King, and other members. The moft vio-

lent paragraphs were read : the fermons were voted

fcandalous and feditious libels. Sacheverel beins;

brought to the bar of the houfe, acknowledged him- -

felf the author of both, and mentioned the encou-

ragement he had received from the lord mayor to

print that which was entituled,
" The perils of falfe

" brethren." Sir Samuel, who was a member,
denied he had even given him fuch encouragement.
The do'flor being ordered to withdraw, the houfe

refolved he fliould be impeached of high crimes

and mifdemeanors, and Mr. Dolben was ordered

to impeach him at the bar of the houfe of lords,

in the name of all the common? of England. A
committee
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committee was appointed to draw up articles, znd^-^-^709»

Sacheverel was taken into cufliody. At the fame time,
in order to demonftrate their own principles, they
refolved, That the rev. Mr. Benjamin Hoadly,reclor
of St. Peter's Poor, for having often jiiftified the

principles on which her majefty and the nation pro-
ceeded in the late happy revolution, had juftly
merited the favour and recommendation of the

houfe ; and they prefented an addrefs to the queen,

befeeching her to beflow fome dignity in the

church on Mr. Hoadly, for his eminent fervices

both ta the church and ilate. The queen returned

a civil anfwer, though fhe payed no regard to their

recommendation. Hoadly was a clergyman of

found underftanding, unblemifned charader, and
uncommon moderation, who, in a fermon preach-
ed before the lord-mayor of London, had demon-
Urated the lawfulnefs of refifting wicked and cruel

governors ; and vindicated the late revolution. By
avowing fuch do6lrines, he incurred the refent-

ment of the high-churchm.en, who accufed him of

having preached up rebellion. Many books were

written againft the maxims he profeiTed. Thefe

he anfwered ; and, in the courfe of the controverfy^

acquitted himfelf with fuperior temper, judgm.ent,
find folidity ef argument. He, as well as bifhop

Burnet, and feveral other prelates, had been treat-

ed with great virulence in Sacheverel's fermon ;

and the lord-treafurer was fcurriloully abufed under

the name of Volpone.
The do<Stor being im.peached at the bar of the ^^

-
-^^

upper houfe, petitioned that he might be admitted reacheaby

to bail ; but this indulgence was rcfufed, and the ^^l^'^^'

commons feemed bent upon profecudng him with

fuch fevericy as gave difgufl to men of moderate

principles. Mean while the Tories were not idle.

They boldly affirmed that the VN^iigs had formed a

defign topuU down, the church j and that this pro-

lsi'^.9u
D kcution
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A.c. 1709. fecution was intended to try their ftrength, before

they would proceed openly to the execution of

their projed. Thefe affertions were fupported, and

even credited by great part of the clergy, who did

not fail to alarm and inflame their hearers
•,
while

emiflaries were employed to raife a ferment among
the populace, already prepared with difcontent,

arifmg from a fcarcity whieh prevailed in almoll

every country of Europe. Thefe minifters magni-
fied the dangers to which the church was expofed,
from difienters, whigs, and lukewarm prelates.

Thefe they reprefented as the authors of a ruinous

war, which in a little time would produce univerfal

famine
•,
and as the immediate encouragers of thofe

Palatine refugees who had been brought over to

the number of fix thoufand, and maintained by vo-

luntary contributions, until they could be conve-

niendy tranfported into Ireland, and the planta-
tions in America. The charity bellowed upon thofe

unhappy ftrangers exafperated the poor of Eng-
land, who felt feverely the effedts of the dearth, and

helped to fill up the meafure of popular difcontent.

The articles againft Dr. Sacheverel being exhibited,

his pcrfon was committed to the deputy-ufher of

the black rod; and the lords admitted him to

bail. Then he drew up an anfwer to the charge,
in which he denied fome articles, and others he en-

deavoured to juftify or extenuate. The commons

having fent up a replication, declaring they were

ready to prove the charge, the lords appointed the

twenty-feventh day of February for the trial, in

Weftminfter hall.

His trial. The eyes of the whole kingdom were turned

upon this extraordinary trial. It laded three weeks,

during which all other bufinefs was fiifpended;
and the queen herfelfwas every day prefent, though
in quality of a private fpe6lator. The managers
for the commons were Sir Jofeph Jekyl, Mr. Eyre,

follicitor-
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foUIcitor-general, Sir Peter King, recorder of the ^' ^- '7^9.

city of London, lieutenant-general Stanhope, Sir

Thomas Parker, and Mr. Robert Walpole trea-

furer of the navy. The do6tor was defended by
Sir Simon Harcourt, and Mr. Phipps, and afliftcd

by Dr. Atterbury, Dr. Smallridge, and Dr. Friend.

A vaft multitude attended him every day to and
from Weftminfter-hall, flriving to kifs his hand,
and praying for his deliverance, as if he had been

a martyr and confefTor. The queen's fedan was be-

fet by the populace, exclaiming, "God blefs your
*'

majefty and the church. We hope your majefty"
is for Dr. Sacheverel." They compelled all

perfons to lift their hats to the dodlor, as he pafTed
in his coach to the Temple, where he lodged -, and,

among thefe fome members of parliament, who
were abufed and infulted. They deftroyed feveral

meeting-houfes, plundered the dwelling-houfes of

eminent dififenters i and threatened to pull down
thofe of the lord-chancellor, the earl of Wharton,
and the biihop of Sarum. They even propofed to

attack the Bank ; fo that the directors were obliged
to fend to Whitehall for affiftance. The horfe and

foot guards were immediately fent to difperfe the

rioters, who fled at their approach. Next day the

guards were doubled at Whitehall, and the trained

bands of Weftminfter continued in arms during
the whole trial. The commons intreated the queen,
in an addrefs, to take effedVual meafures for fup-

prefling the prefent tumults, fet on foot and fo-

mented by papifts, nonjurors, and other enemies

to her title and government. She exprefTed a deep
ienfe of their care and concern, as well as a juit re-

fentment at thefe tumultuous and violent proceed-

ings. She publifhed a proclamation for fuppref-

fing th^" tumults
-,
and feveral perfons being ap-

prehended, were afterwards tried for high treafon.

Two of them were convicted and fentenced to die
-,

D z hut
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A. e. 1709. but neither fuffered. The commons prefented

another addreis of thanks to her majeily for her

o-racious anfwer to their fiift remonilrance. They
took this occaiion to declare, that the profecution
of the commons againft Dr. Henry Sacheverel

proceeded only from the indifpenfible obligation

they lay under to vindicate the late happy revo-

lution, the glory of their royal deliverer, her own

title and adminiilration, the prefent eftablifhment

andproteftant fucceffion, together withthe toleration

and the quiet of the government. When the doc-

tor's counfei had finifhed his defence, he himfelf

recited a fpeech, wherein he folemnly juftified his

intentions towards the queen and her government ;

and fpoke in the moil refpeftful terms of the revo-

lution, and the proteftant fucceffion. He main-

tained the do6lrine of non-refiftance in all cafes

whatfoevfr, as a maxim of the church in which he

was educated j and, by rhany pathetical expref-

fions, endeavoured to excite the compaffion of the

audience. He was furrounded by the queen's

chaplains, who encouraged and extolled him as the

champion of the church
-,
and he was privately fa-

voured by the queen herfelf, who could not but

relifh a doctrine fo well calculated for the fupport of

regal authority.
Debates up-  On the tenth day of March, the lords being ad-

hou'feo/^^ journed to their own houfe, the earl of Notting-
lords. ham propofed the following queflion,

" Whether,
*' in profecution s by impeachments for high crimes
" and mifdemeanors, by writing or fpeaking, the
^'

particular words fuppofed to be criminal, are ne-
"

cefiary to be exprefsly fpecified in fuch impeach-
" ments ?" The judges being confulted, were

unanimaouily of opinion, that, according to law,

the grounds of an indictment or impeachment

ought to be exprefsly mentioned in both. One
of the lords Tiaving fuggefted, -that the judges had
"  - - - delivered
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delivered their opinions according to the rules of^•^' '709.

Weftmlnfcer-hall, and not according to the ufage
of parliament, the houfe refolved, that in impeach-
ments they lliould proceed according to the laws of

the land, and the law and ufage of parliaments.
On the fixteenth day of the month, the queen being
in the houfe incognito, tliey proceeded to confider

whether or not the commons had made good the

articles exhibited againll; Dr. Sacheverel. The earl

of Wharton obferved, that the doctor's fpeech was
a full confutation and condemnation of his fermon :

that all he had advanced about non-refiilance and
unlimited obedience was falfe and ridiculous : that

the doctrine of paffive obedience, as urged by the

doctor, was not reconcileable to the practice of

churclimen : that if the revolution was not lawful,

many in that houie, and vaft numbers without,
were guilty of blood, murder, rapine, and injuitice ;

and that the queen herielf was no lawful fovereign,
fmce the belt title fhe had to the crown was her

parliamentary tide founded upon the revolution.

JHe was anfwered by the lord Haverfham in a long

fpeech. Lord Ferrers faid, if the doctor was guilty
of Ibme foolifh unguarded expreffions, he ought
to have been tried at common law. The earl of

Scarborough obferved, the revolution was a nice

point, and above the law : he moved that they
fnould adjourn the debate, and take time to confi-

der before they gave judgment. Doctor Hooper
bifliop of Bath and Wells allowed the necefTity

and legality of refinance in fome extraordinary
cafes ; but was of opinion, that this maxim ought
to be concealed from the knowledge of the people,
who are naturally too apt to refiit : that the revo-

lution was not to be boaded of, nor made a prece-
dent ; but that a mantle ought to be thrown over

it, and it fliould be called a vacancy or abdication.

V 3 He
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A.c. 17C9. He faid the original compa6t were dangerous

words, not to be mentioned without great caution i

that thofe who examined the revolution too nicely,

were no friends to it
•,
and that there feemed to be

a neceflity for preaching up non-refiftance and paf-

five obedience at that time, when refiftance was

juftified.
The duke of Argyle affirmed, that the

clergy in all ages had delivered up the rights and

privileges
of the people, preaching up the king's

power in order to govern him the more eafily ; and

therefore they ought not to be fuffered to meddle

with politics. The earl of Anglefey owned the

dodtor had preaced nonfenfe ; but faid that Was

no crime. The duke of Leeds diftinguifhed be-

'
. tween refiftance and revolution : for, had not the

laft fucceeded, it would have certainly been rebel-

lion, fince he knew of no other but hereditary

right. The bifhop of Salifbury juftified refiftance

from the book of Maccabees : he mentioned the

conduct ofqueen Elizabeth, who affifted the Scots,

the French, and the ftates-general, in refifting their
•

different fovereigns, and was fupported in this

pradice both by her parliaments and her convoca-

tions. He obferved that king Charles I. had ailift-

ed the citizens of Rochelle in their rebellion : that

Manwaring incurred a fevere cenfure from the

parliament, for having broached the dodtrine of
the divine right of kings ; and that though this

became a favourite maxim after the reftoradon, yet
its warmeft afferters were the firft who pleaded for

refiftance when they thought themfelves opprelTed.
The archbifhop of York, the duke of Bucking-
ham, and other leaders of the Tory intereft, de-

clared that they never read fuch a piece of madnefs

and nonfenfe as Sacheverel's fermon , but they
did not think him guilty of a mifdemeanour. Next

day, Dr. Wake bifhop of Lincoln, accufed Sache-

8 yere}
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verelof having made a llrange and falfe reprefen-

^•^' 1709-

ration of the defign for a comprehenfion, which
had been fet on foot by archbiihop Sancroft, and

promoted by the moft eminent divines of the

church of England. He was of opinion that fome

ftep fhould be taken for putting a flop to luch

preaching, as, if not timely corrected, might kindle

heats and animofities that would endanger both

church and ftate. Dr. Trimnel bifhop of Nor-

wich, expatiated upon the infolence of Sacheverel,
who had arraigned archbifhop Grindal, one of the

eminent reformers, as a perfidious prelate, for

having favoured and tolerated the difcipline of
Geneva. He enlarged upon the good effedls of

the toleration. He took notice of Sacheverel's

prefumption in publifhing inflammatory prayers,

declaring himfelf under perfecution, while he was

profecuted for offending againft the law, by thofe,

who in common juflice ought to be thought the

faireit accufers, and before their lordfhips, who
were juilly acknowledged to be the mod impartial

judges. In difcuffing the fourth article, the bifhop
of Salifbury fpoke with great vehemence againft ,

Sacheverel, who, by inveighing againft the revo-

lution, toleration, and union, I'eemed to arraign
and attack the queen herfelf

•,
fince hermajefty had

fo great a Ihare in the firft
-,
had often declared fhe

would maintain the fecond ; and that ftie looked •

upon the third as the moft glorious event of her

reign. He affirmed, that nothing could be more

plain than the do(5lor's refledting upon her ma-

jefty's minifters ; and that he had fo well marked
out a noble peer there prefent, by an ugly and

fcurrilous epithet which he would not repeat, that

it was not pofTible to miftake his meaning. Some
of the younger peers cculd not help laughing at

this undefigned farcafm upon the lord-treafurer,

whom Sacheverel had reviled uivier the name of

D 4 Volpone :
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A.c. 1709. Volpone : they exclaimed " Name him, name

" him i" and, in all probability, the zealous

bifnop, who was remarkable for abfence of mind
and unguarded exprtffions, would have gratified

their requcft, had not the chancellor interpofmg,
declared that no peer was obliged to fay more than

he fhould think proper.
Hei'sfi'enc- After obftioate difputes and much virulent alter-

cd for three
^^tion, Sachcvcrel was found guilty by a majority
of feventeen voices ^ and four and thirty peers
entered a protell againil this decifion. He was pro-
hibited from preaching for the term of three years:
his two fermons v/ere ordered to be burned by the

hands of the common hangman, in prefence of the

lord- mayor and the two fheriffs of London and
Middlelex. The lords likewife voted that the exe-

cutioner fhould commit to the fame fire the famous
- decree pafTed in the convocation of the univerfity

of Oxford, aiTerting the abfolute authority and in-

defeafible right of princes. A like fentence was

denounced by the commons upon a book intituled,
" Coiledions of palTages referred to by Dr. Sache-
"

verel, in his anfwer to the articles of impeach-
" ment." Thefe he had fele^^ed from impious
book

S( lately publiflied, and they .were read by his

Gounfel as proofs that the church was in danger.
The lenity of the fentence pafTed upc^ Sacheverel,

which was in a o-reatmeafure owino: to the dread of

popular refentment, his friends confidered as a vic-

tory obtained over a Whig fadion, and they cele-

brated their triumph with bonfires and illumina-

A, c. 1710. tions. On the. fifth day of April, tiie queen order-

Eurnet. cd thc parliament to be prorogued, after having,

^^'^^
in her fpeech to both houfes, exprefiTed her concern

Feuqm'eres." for the necclTary occafion which had taken up great

D o't ^v/arL P^'*"^
^^ ^'^^^^' ^^^'^ towards the latter end of the

b.ronph. jeffion. SnQ declared that no prince could have a

Voha/re. ^'^^^ ^^^^^ and tender concern for the welfare and

pro-
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profperity of the church than fhe had, and fhould a. c. i7?»,

always have ; and ilie faid it was very injurious to

take a pretence from wicked and malicious libels,

to infinuate that the church was in danger by her

adminillration.

The French king feeing the mifery of his people
^,'' g'"^""^

daily increafe, and all his refources fail, humbled dcnberg,

himfelf again before the allies, and by the means

ofPetkum, who flill correfpondedwith his miniflers,

implored the Hates-general, that the negotiation

might be refumed. In order to faciUtate their con- ^

fent, he difpatched a new projed of pacification,

in which he promifed to renounce his grandfon, and

to comply with all their other demands, provided
the electors of Cologne and Bavaria fliould be re-

eftablifhed in their ellates and dignities.
 Thefe

overtures being rejedled, another plan was offered,

and communicated to the plenipotentiaries of the

emperor and the queen of Great-Britain. Then
Petkum wrote a letter to the marquis de Torcy,

intimating that the allies required his moil chrif- .

tian majefty fhould declare in plain and expreflive

terms, that he confented to all the preliminaries,

except the thirty feventh article, which ilipulated

a ceilation of arms, in cafe the Spaniih monarchy
fhould be delivered to Idng Charles in th-e fpace of

two months.- He faid, the aUics v/ould fend paf-

ports to the French mjniibers to treat of an equi-
valent for that article. Lewis v/as even forced to

fwallow this bitter draught. He fignified his con-

fent, and appointed the marechal D'JJxelles and

the abbe Pohgnac his plenipotentiaries. They
were not fuffered, however, to enter Holland, but

were m^et by the deputies Buys and VanderdufTen

at Gertruydenberg. Mean while, the Ifates de-

fired the queen of England to fend over the duke

of Marlborough to aflift them with his advice on

thefe conferences. The tv/o hpufes of parliament
feconded
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A. c. 1710. feconded their requeft in a joint-addrefs to her ma-

jefly, who told them fhe had already given direc-

tions for his departure •,
and laid, fhe was glad to

find they concurred with her in a jufl fenfe of the

duke's eminent fervices. Both the letter and the

addrefs were procured by the intereft of Marlbo-

rough, to let the queen fee how much that noble-

man was confidered both at home and abroad.

But fhe was already wholly alienated from him in

her heart, and thefe expedients ferved only to in-

creafe her difguft.

Priaeand
The French minifbers were fubje6led to every

cbftinacyof fpecies of mortification. They were in a manner
^

tiae Dutch, confined to a fmall fortified town, and all their'

condud: narrowly watched. Their accommodation

was mean : their letters were opened ; and they

were daily infulted by injurious libels. The Dutch

deputies would hear of no relaxation, and no ex-

pedient for removing the difficulties that retarded

the negotiation. In vain the plenipotentiaries de-

clared, that the French king could not with de-

cency, or the leafl regard to his honour, wage
war againfl his own grandfon : the deputies infill-

ed upon his effeding the cefiion of Spain and the

Indies to the houfe of Auftria
•,
and fubmitting to

every other article fpecified in the preliminaries.

Nay, they even referved to themfelves a power of

maldng ulterior demands after the preliminaries

Ihould be adjufted. Lewis propofed, that fome

fmall provifion fhould be made for the duke of

Anjou, which might induce him to relinquifh Spain
'

the more eafily. He mentioned the kingdom of

Arragon •,
and this hint being difagreeable to the

allies, he demanded Naples and Sicily. When

they urged, that Naples was already in pofTeflion

of the houfc of Auftria, he reftrided the provifion

to Sicily and Sardinia. He offered to deliver up
four cautionary towns in Flanders, as a fecurity for

Philip's
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Philip's evacuating Spain j and even promifed to^.c. lyjo.

fupply the confederates with a monthly fum of

money, to defray the expence of expelling that

prince from his dominions, fhould he refufe to re-

fign them with a good grace. The fubftance of

all the conferences was communicated to lord

Townfliend and count Zinzendorf, the Imperial

plenipotentiary ; but the condu6t of the deputies
was regulated by the penfionary Heinfius, who was

firmly attached to prince Eugene and the duke of

Marlborough, more averfe than ever to a pacifica-
tion. The negotiation lafted from the nineteenth

day of March to the twenty-fifth of July, during
which term the conferences were feveral times in-

terrupted, and a great many difpatches and new

propofals arrived from Verfailles. At length, the

plenipotentiaries returned to France, after having
fent a letter to the penfionary, in which they de-

clared, that the propofals made by the deputies
were unjuft and impradicable •,

and complained of

the unworthy treatment to which they had been

expofed. Lewis refolved to hazard another cam-

paign, not without hope, that there might be fome

lucky incident in the events of war, and that the

approaching revolution in the Englilli miniftry, of

which he was well apprifed, would be productive
of a more reafonable pacification. The ftates-

general refolved. That the enemy had departed
from the foundation on which the negotiation had

begun, and ftudied pretences to evade the execu-

tion of the capital points, the reftitution of Spain
and the Indies : and in fhort, that France had no

other view than to fow and create jealoufy and dif-

union among the allies. Lord Townlhend, in a

memorial afiured them, that the queen intirely ap-

proved their refolution, and all the fteps they had

taken in the courfe of the negotiation ; and, that

Ihe was firmly refolved to profecute the war with

all
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fuch terms of peace as might fecure the tranquil-

lity of the chriftian world.

Dowa be
^^^ conferences did not retard the operations

£egedand of thc Campaign. Prince Eugene and the duke of
taken by the

Marlborough fet out from the Hague on the i^th
as well as 'day of March for Tournay, in order to aflemble

Aire""and
^^^ forces which were quartered on the Maefe, in

st.Venant. Flandcrs, and Brabant. On the twentieth of April

they fuddenly advanced to Pont-a-Vendin, in order

to attack the lines upon which the French had been
at work all the winter, hoping by thefe to cover

Doway and other frontier towns, v/hich were
threatened by the confederates. The troops left

for the defence of the lines retired without oppofi-
tion. The allies having laid bridges over the

Scarpe, the duke of Marlborough with his divifion

pafied that river, and encamped at Vitri. Prince

Eugene remained on the other fide and inverted

Doway, the enemy retiring towards Cambray.
Marechal Villars ftill commanded the French army,
which was extremely numerous and well appointed,

confiderilig the diilrefs of that kingdom. Indeed,
the number was augmented by this diftrefs ; for

many thoufands faved themfeives from dying of

hunger by carrying arms in the fervice. The
marechal having aiTembled all his forces, pafied
the Schelde, and encamped at Bouchain, declaring,
that he would give battle to the confederates : an
alteration was immediately made in the dilpofition
of the allies, and proper precautions taken for his

reception. He advanced in order of battle ; but

having viewed the fituation of the confederates,
he marched back to the heights of St. Laurence,
where he fixed his camp. His aim was by con-

tinual alarms to interrupt the fiege of Doway,
which was vigoroufly defended by a numerous gar-

rifon, under the command of monfieur Albergotti,
who
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who made a number of fuccefsful failles, in which "^ ^- '7i«.

the befiegers loft a great number of men. They
were likewife repulfed in feveral aflaults ; but ftiil

proceeded with unremitting vigour, until the be-

fieged being reduced to the laft extremity, were

obliged to capitulate on the twenty-fixth of June,

fifty days after the trenches had been opened. 1 he

generals finding it impracticable to attack the ene-

my, who were pofted within ftrong lines from

Arras towards Miramont, refolved to befiege

Bethune, which was invefted on the fifteenth day
of July, and furrendered on the tv/enty-ninth of

Auguft. Villars marched out of his intrench-

ments with a viev/ to raife the fiege ; but he did

not think proper to hazard an engagement : fome

warm fl<irmilhes, however, happened between the

foragers of the two armies. After the redu6lion

of Bethune, the allies befiee^ed at one time the

towns of Aire and St. Venant, which were taken

without rrluch difHculty. Then the armies broke

up and marched into winter- quarters.
The campaign on the Rhine was produ6live of

^ingchar!c8

no military event: nor was any thing of confe- obtains a

quence tranfaded in Piedmont. The duke of
pi.ii^aT^'^

Savoy being indifpofed and out o^ humour, the sarago% ^

command of the forces ftill continued vefted in Madrid.

count Thaun, who endeavoured to pafs the Alps
and penetrate into Dauphine ; but the duke of

Berwick had caft up intrenchments in the moun-

tains, and^ taken fuch precautions to guard them,-

as baflled all the attempts of the Imperial general.

Spain was much more fruitful of military incidents.

The horfe and dragoons in the army of king
Charles, headed by general Stanhope,, attacked

the whole cavalry of the enemy at Almennara.

Stanhope charged in perfon, and with his own
hand flew general AmefTaga, v/ho commanded the

guards of Philip. The Spaniih horfe were intirely

routed^
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by favour of the darknefs ; and the main body of

the army retired with precipitation to Lerida*

General Staremberg purfued them to SaragofTa,
where he found them drawn up in order of batde;
and an engagement enfuing on the ninth day of

Auguft, the enemy was totally defeated : five

thoufand of their men were killed, feven thoufand

taken, together with all their artillery, and a great
number of colours and ilandards. King Charles

entered SaragofTa in triumph, while Philip with

the wreck of his army retreated to Madrid* Having
fent his queen and fon to Vidloria, he retired to

Valladolid, in order to colle6t his fcattered troops
fo as to form another army. The good fortune of

Charles was of fhort duration. Stanhope propofed,
that he fhould immediately fecure Pampeluna, the

only pafs by which the French king could fend

troops to Spain. But this falutary fcheme was re-

je6led, and King Charles proceeded to Madrid,
which v^as deferted by all the grandees ; and he

had the mortification to fee that the Caflilians were

univerfally attached to his competitor.
Bsttieof While his forces continued cantoned in the

ioft,^*' neighbourhood of Toledo, the king of France, at

the requefl of Philip, fent the duke of Vendome
to take the command of the Spanifh army, which

was at the fame time reinforced by detachments of

French troops. Vendome's reputation was fo

high, and his perfon fo beloved by the foldiery,

that his prefence was almoft equivalent to an army.
A great number of volunteers immediately aflem-

bled to fignalize themfelves under the eye of this

renowned general. The Caflilians v/ere infpired
with freih courage, and made furprifing efforts in

favour of their fovereign ; fo that in lefs than three

months after his defeat at SaragofTa, he was in a

condition to go in queft of his rival.* Charles, on

the
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the other hand, was totally neglecled by the courtsA. 0.1710'

of Vienna and Great-Britain, which took no fleps
to fupply his wants, or enable him to profecute the

advantages he had gained. In the beginning of

November his army marched back to SaragofTa,
and was cantoned in the neighbourhood of Ci-

fuentes, where Staremberg eftablilhed his head-

quarters. General Stanhope with the Britilh forces

was quartered in the little townof Brihuega, where,
on the twenty-feventh day of the month, he found

himfelf fuddenly furrounded by the whole Spanifh

army. As the place was not tenable, and he had

very little ammunition, he was obliged, after a

Ihort, but vigorous refiftance, to capitulate, and
furrender himfelf and all his forces prifoners of

war, to the amount of two thoufand men, inclu-

ding three lieutenant-generals, one major-general,
one brigadier, with all the colonels and officers of

the refpedlive regiments. He was greatly cenfured

for having allowed himfelf to be furprifed ; for, if

he had placed a, guard upon the neighbouring hills,

according to the advice of general Carpenter, he

might have received notice of the enemy's ap-

proach time enough to retire to Cifuentes. Thither

he detached his aid du camp with an account of his

fituation, on the appearance of the Spanifh army ;

and Staremberg immediately aflembled his forces.

About eleven in th^r forenoon they began to march
towards Brihuega ; but the roads were fo bad,
that night overtook them before they reached the

heights in the neighbourhood of that place. Sta-

remberg is faid to have loitered away his time un-

neceflarily, from motives of envy to the Englifn

general, who had furrendered before his arrival.

The troops lay all night on their arms near Villa-

viciofa, and on the twenty-ninth were attacked by
the enemy, who doubled their number. Starem-

berg's left wing was utterly defeated, all the infan-

try

.'i|ijMP
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pieces or taken ; but the vi6lors, inilead of follow-

ing the blow, began to plunder the baggage -,
and

Staremberg with his right wing fought their left

with furprifing valour and perfeverance till night.
• Then they retired in diforder, leaving him mafter

of the field of battle and of all their artillery. Six

thoufand of the enemy v/ere lulled on the fpot : but
the allies had fufFered fo feverely that the general
could not maintain his ground. He ordered the

cannon to be nailed up, and marched to SaragofTa,
from whence he retired to Catalonia. Thither he

*

was purfued by the duke de Vendbme, who re-

duced Balaguer, in which he had left a garrifon,
and compelled him to take fhelter under the v/alls

of Barcelona. At this period the duke de Noailles

inveiled Gironne, which he reduced, notv/ithfland^

1^ ing the feverity of the weather : fo that Philip,
from a fugitive, bepatrie in three m.onths abfolure

mailer of the whole Spanifli monarchy, except
the provinte of Catalonia, and even that lay open
to his incurfions. Nothing of confequence was

- atchieved on the fide of Portugal, from v/hence*
the. earl of Galway returned to England by the

queen*s: permifiion. After the battle of Pultowa
the czar of Mufcovy reduced all Livonia ; but he

and king Auguflus agreed to a neutrality for

Pomerania. The king of Sweden continued at

Bender, and the grand fignior intereiled himfelf fo

much in behalf of that prince, as to declare war

againft the emperor of Ruffia. Hofti.lities were
carried on between the Swedifh and Daniih fleets

with various fuccefs. The malcontents in Hungary
fuilained repeated lofTes during the fummer

•,
but

they were encouraged to maintain the v/ar by the

rupture between the Ottoman Porte and Ruffia,

They were flattered ^with hopes of auxiliaries from
the
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the Turks; and expeeled engineers a:nd money

^* ^•'7'^-

from the French monarch.

In England ihe efFedls of thofe intrigues which The Whig
had been formed againft the Whig miniiters began "''"'ft'y

to appear. The trial of Sacheverel had excited a
'
^'^"^^ *

popular Ipirit of averfion to thofc who favoured

the difTenters. From all parts of the kingdom
addreiJes were prefented to the queen, ceniuring
all refiftance as a rebellious dc6lrine, founded upon
antimonarchical and republican principles. At the

lame time counter addrelfes were procured by the

Whigs, extolling the revolution, and magnifying
the condudl of the prefent parliament. The queen
began to exprefs her attachment to the Tories, by

mortifying the duke of Marlborough. Upon the

death of the earl of Eiftx fhe wrote to the general^

defiring, that the regiment which had been com-
manded by that nobleman, fhould be given to Mr.
Hill brother to Mrs. Maiham, who had fupplanted
the dutchefs of Marlborough in the queen's friend-

fnip, and was in eftedl the fource of this political

revolution. The duke reprefented to her majefty
in perfon, the prejudice that would redound to the

fervice from the promotion of luch a young officer

over the heads of a great many brave men, who
had exhibited repeated proofs of valour and capa-

city. He expotlulated with. his fovereign on this

extraordinary mark of paitial regard to the brother

of Mrs. Mafham, which he could not help con-

fidering as a declaration againft himielf and his

family, who had fo much caufe to complain of that

lady's malice and ingratitude. To this remon-

itrance the queen made no other reply, but that

he would do well to confult his friends. The earl

of Godolphin enforced his friend's argumeitr,

though without effed: ; and the duke retired in

difguft to V/indfor. The queen appeared at coun-

cil without taking the kail notice of his abfence,

NuMB.XCIl. E which
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A. c. 1 7 10. v/Iuch did not fail to alarm the whole Whig fadtion;

Several noblemen ventured to fpeak to her majefty
on the fubjcd:, and explain the bad confequences
of dilbbliging a man who had done fuch eminent

fervices to the nation. She told them, his fervices

were ilill frelh in her memory ; and, that fhe re-

tained ail her former kindnefs for his perfon. Hear-

ing, however, that a popular clamour was raifed,

and that the houfe of commons intended to pafs
fome votes that would be difagreeable to her and
her new counfellors, Ihe ordered the earl of Godol-

phin to write to the duke, to difpofe of the regi-
ment as hefhould think proper, and return to town

immediately. Before he received this intimation

he had fent a letter to the queen, defiring ll:ie would

permit him to retire from bufmefs. In anfwer
to this petition, fhe affured him, his fufpicions
were groundlefs, and infifted upon his coming to

council. The dutchefs demanded an audience of
her majefty, on pretence of vindicating her own
charader from fome afperfions. She hoped to

work upon the queen's tendernefs, and retrieve the

influence fhe had loft. She protefted, argued,
wept, and fupplicated : but the queen was too

well pleafed with her own deliverance from the

tyranny of the other's friendftiip, to incur fuch

flavery for the future. All the humiliation of the

dutchefs ferved only to render herfelf the more

contemptible. The queen heard her without ex-

hibiting the leaft lign of emotion, and all flie

would vouchfafe, was a repetition of thefe words,
" You defired no anfwer, and you fhall have-
" none :" alluding to an expreflion in a letter fhe

had received from the dutchefs. As an additional

n.'irtification to tne miniftry, the office of lord-

chamberlain was transferred from the duke of Kent
to the duke of Shrewft)ury, who had lately voted

with the Tories, and maintained an intimacy of

corre*
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^Orrefpondence with Mr. Harlcy, The interefl of a. c. i^^o^

the duke of Marlborough was not even fufficient

to prevent the difmifHon of his fon-in-Iavv the

.earl of Sunderland from the poll of fccrctary of

ftate, in which he was fucceeded by the lord Dart-

mouth.
The qite'en was generally applauded for thus af- The parl«|*

ferting her juft prerogative, and fetting herfelf free
J!?!

'

^

from an arbitrary cabal, by which ihe had been fo

long kept in dependence. The duke of Beaufort
•Went to court on this occafion, and told her ma-

jefly, he was extremely glad that he could now
falute her quieen in reality. The whole Whig
party were jullly alarmed at thefe alterations. The
diredors of the bank reprcfented to her itiajefly
the prejudice that would undoubtedly accrue to

publicicredit from a change of the miniftry. The
emperor and the ftates-general interpofed in this

domeftic revolution. Their minifters at London

prefented memorials^ explaining in what manner

foreign affairs would be influenced by an alteration

in the Britiih miniftry. The queen affured them^
that whatever changes might be made, the duke of

Marlborough ihould be continued in his employ-
ments. In the month of Auguft the earl of Godol-

phin was divefted of his office, and the treafury

put in commifTioii, fubjedled to the diredion of

Harley, appointed chancellor of the exchequer
and under- treafurer. The earl of Rochefter was
declared prefident of the council, in the room of
lord Somers : the ftaff of lordHeward being taken

from the duke of Devonihire, was given to the

duke of Buckingham ; and Mr. Boyle was re-

moved from the Secretary's office, to make way for'

Mr. Henry St. John. The lord-chancellor having

refigned the great feal, it was firll put iri commil-

lion, and afterwards given to Sir Simon Harcourt*

The earl of Wharton furrendered his eommiffioii *

E 2 #1*
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A. c. 1710. of lord-lieutenant of Ireland, which the queen
conferred on the duke of Ormond. The earl of

Orford withdrew himfeif from the board of admi-

ralty •,
and Mr. George Granville was appointed

fecretar)^ of war, in the room of Mr. Robert Wal-

pole. The command of the forces in Portugal
was beftowed upon the earl of Portmore: the

duke of Hamilton was appointed lord-lievitenant of

the county-palatine of Lancafter. In a word, there

was not one Whig left in any office of ftate, except
the duke of Marlborough, who would have re-

nounced his command, had not he been earneftly
difluaded by his particular friends, from taking
fuch a ftep as might have been prejudicial to the

intereft of the nation. That the triumph of the

Tories might be complete, the queen diifolved the

Whig parliament, after fuch precautions w6re taken

as could not fail to influence the new eledion, in

favour of the other party.

Meeting of To this end nothing lb effe^lually contributed as

ifi^eiJt^^^'
did the trial of Sacheverel, who was ufed as an in-

ftrument and tool to wind and turn the paiTions of

the vulgar. Having been prcfented to a benefice

in North-Wales, he went in procelTion to that

country with all the pomp and magnificence of a

fovereign prince. He was fumptuoufly entertained
^

by the univerfity of Oxford, and different noble-

men, who, while they worlhipped him as the idol

of their fadlion, could not help difpifing the objedt
of their adoration. He was received in feveral

towns by the magiftrates of the corporation in their

formalities, and often attended by a body of a

thoufand horfe. At Bridgnorth he was met by
Mr, Crefwell, at the head of four thoufand horfe,

and the like number of perfons on foot, wearing
white knots edged with gold, and three leaves of

gilt laurel in their hats. The hedges were for two

ipiles drelTed wrh garlands of flowers, and lin^d

with
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with people; and the fleeplcs covered with flrea- ^'^''/jo-

mers, flags, and colours. Nothing was heard but
the cry of " the church and Dr. Sacheverel." The

clergy were aduated by a fpirit of cnthufiafm,
which feemed to fpread like a contagion through
all ranks and degrees of people, and had fuch ef-

fedl upon the elections for the new parliament, that

very few were returned as members but fuch as

had diftinguifhed themfelves by their zeal againfl:
the Whig adminiftration. Now the queen had
the pleafure to fee all the offices of ftate, the lieu-

tenancy of London, the management of corpora-
tions, and the direction of both houfts of parlia-

ment, in the hands of the Tories. When thefe

met on the twenty-fifth day of November, Mr.

Bromley was chofen fpeaker without oppofition.
The queen in her fpeech recommended the profe-
cution of the war with vigour, efpecially in Spain.
She declared herfelf refolved to fupport the church

of England ; to prefcrve the Britifh conftitution

according to the union ; to maintain the indul-

gence by law allov/ed to fcrupulous confcienccs j

and to employ none but fuch as were heartily at-

tached to the proteftant fucceiTion in the houfe of

Hanover. The lords, in their addref<?, promifed
to concur in all reafonable meafures towards pro-

curing an honourable peace. The commons were

more warm and hearty in their afiurances, exhort-

ing her majelly to difcountenance all fuch prin-

ciples and meafures as had lately threatened her

r-oyal c:rown and dignity ; meafures, which when-
ever they might prevail, would prove fatal to the ,

v/hole conititution both in church and ftate. After

this declaration they proceeded to confider the

eftimates, and chearfully granted the fupplies for

the enfuing year, part of which was railed by two

lotteries. In the houfe of peers the earl of Scar-

borough moved, that the thanks of the houfe

E 3 Ihould
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but the duke of Argyle made fomc objeclions to

the motion, and the general's friends, dreading
the confequence of puttixig the queilion, poftponed
the confideradon of this propoial until the duke

jQiould return from the concinent. The earl of

Peterborough was appointed ambafTador extraordi-

nary to the Imperial court : the earl of Rivers was

fent in the fame quality to Hanover; and Mr*
Richard Hill nominated envoy extraordinary to

the United Provinces, as well as to the council of

Hate appointed for the government of the Spanilh

Netherlands, in the room of lieutenant- general Ca-

dogan. Meredith, Macartney, and Honeywood
were deprived of their regiments, becaufe in their

cups they had drank confufion to the enemies of the

duke of Marlborough.
The duke This nobleman arrived in England towards the

rnugh'in-'
latter end of December. He conferred about half

fukea and ^n hour in private with the queen, and next morn-

ing aflifted at a committee of the privy-council.
Her majeily gave him to underfland that he needed

not exped the thanks of the parliament as formerly j

and told him llie hoped he would live well with her

miniilers. He expreffed no refentment at the al-

terations which had been made ^ but refolved to

acquiefce in the queen's pleafure, and retain the

command of the army on her own terms. On the

fecond day of January, the queen fent a melTage
to both hoLifes, intimating, that there had been an

adlion in Spain to the difadvantage of king Charles:

^
that the damage having fallen particularly on the

Engiifh forces, Ihe had gWcn diredtions for tending
and procuring troops to r. pair the lofs, and hoped
the parliament would approve her condudt. Both
houfes feized this opportunity of venting their

fple.n againft the old minillry. The hiltory of

England is difgraced by the violent condud of two

turbulent



^ A N N E. 55

turbulent faclions, that in their turn engroffed the ^'^- '7io-

adminiflration and legiflative power, l^he parlia-

mentary ilrain was quite altered. One can liardly

conceive how relblutions fo widely different could

be taken on the fame fubjedb, with any 111adow of

reafon and decorum. Marlborough, who but a

few months before had been fo highly extolled and

carefTed by the reprefentatives of the people, was

now become the objedl of parliamentary hatred

and cenfure, though no fenfible alteration had hap-

pened in his condudt or fuccefs. That hero, who'

had retrieved the glory of the Britifh arms, won fo

many battles, fubdued fuch a number of towns
and diftridts, humbled the pride, and checked the

ambition of France, fecured the liberty of Europe,
and, as it were, chained vidlory to his chariot wheels,

was in a few weeks dwindled into an objedt of con-

tempt and derilion. He was ridiculed in public

libels, and reviled in private converfation. In-

llances were every where repeated of his fraud,

avarice, and extortion ; his inlblence, cruelty, am-

bition, and mifcondu6l : even his courage was call-

ed in queftion, and this confummate general was

reprefented as the loweft of mankind. So unliable

is the popularity of every charadter that fluduates

between two oppofite tides of fadtion !

The lords in their anfwer to the queen's mef- inquiry inra

fage, declared that as the misfortune in Spain of'iw^^

might have been occafioned by fome preceding in Spain,

miimanagement, thev would ufe their utmoft en-

deavours to difcover it, fo as to prevent the like

for the future. They fet on foot an inquiry con-

cerning the affairs of Spain •,
and the earl of Peter-

borough being examined before the committee^

imputed all the mifcarriages in the courfe of that

war to the earl of Galway and general Stanhope.

Notwithftanding the defence ofGalway, which was

clear and convincing, the houfe relolved. That
E 4

-
the
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A. c- i?xO' the earl of Peterborough had given a faithful and

honourable account of the councils of war in Va-

lencia: That the earl of Galway, the lord Tyraw-
ley, and general Stanhope, in advifmg an often five

war, had been the unhappy occafion of the battle

at Almanza, the fource of our misfortunes in Spain,
and one great caufe of the dilappointment from

the expedition to Toulon, concerted with her ma-

jefty. They voted, That the profecution of an

oftenfive war in Spain, was approved and directed

by the minitlers, who were therefore juftly blame-

able, as having contributed to ail cur misfortunes

in Spain, and to the difappointmcnt of the expedi-
tion againft Toulon : That the earl of Peterbo-

|-ough, during his command in Spain, had per-

formed many great and em.inent fervices
•, and, if

his opinion had been followed, it might have pre-
vented the misfortunes that enfued. Then the

duke of Buckingham moved. That the thanks of

the houfe fliould be given to the earl for his re-

markable and eminent fervices : and thefe he ac-

tually received from the mouth of the lord-keeper

Ha^court, who took this opportunity to drop fome

oblique refiedlions upon the mercenary difpofition

pf the duke of Marlborough. The houfe proceed-

ing in the inquiry, paiTed another vote, importing.
That the late miniftry had been negligent in ma-

naging the Spanifh war, to the great prejudice of

the nation. Finding that the Portuguefe troops
were polled on the right of the Englilh at the battle

of AJmanza, they refolved. That the earl of Gal-

.way, in yielding this point, had a6led contrary to

the honour of the imperial crown of Great-Britain.

Thefe refolutions they included in an addrefs to the

queen, who had been prefent during the debates,
which were extremely violent ; and to every fepa-
rate vote was attached a fevere proteft. Thefe

^ere not the proceedings of candour and nationa)

juftice^
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juilice, but the ebullitions of party 2eal and ranco- a,c. 17*0.

rous animofity.
While the lords were employ^ In this inquiry, f^^j^^^"^"

the commons examined certain abufes which had of commons

cept into the management of the navy; and feme *g^^"^'^o<=r D
^

/ ' who invited

ceniures were paliea upon certam perlpns concern- over the

ed in contrails for vidlualling the feamen. The in- l?.^L
^'^^^'

habitants of St. Olave's, and other parifhes pre-
fented a petition, complaining, that a great number
of Palatines inhabiting one houfe might produce
.among them a contagious diftemper ; and in time
become a charge to the public, as they were de-

ftitute of all vilible means of fubfiflence. This

petition had been procured by the Tories, that the

houfe of commons might have another handle for

attacking the late miniitry. A committee was ap-

pointed to enquire upon what invitation or encou-

ragement thofe Palatines had come to England.
The papers relating to this affair being laid before

them by the queen's order, and perufed, the houfe

refolved, That the inviting and bringing over the

poor Palatines of all religions, at the public ex-

pence, was an extravagant and unreafonable charge
to the kingdom, and a fcandalous mifapplication
of the public money, tending to the increafe and

GpprefTion of the poor, and of dangerous confe-

quence to the conflitution in church and ftate :

and. That whoever advifed their being brought
over, was an enemy to the queen and kingdom.
Animated by the heat of this inquiry, they palTed
the bill to repeal the a6l for a general naturaliza-

tion of all proteftants ; but this was rcjecfled in the

houfe of lords. Another bill was ena6led into a

law, importing. That no perfon Ihould be deemed

qualified for reprefcnting a county in parliament,
unlefs he pofTeffed an eftate of fix hundred pounds
^ year ; and reftriding the qualification of burgefs
to half that fum. The defign of this bill was, to

)exclude



cS HISTORY OF ENGLAND.D
A. c. 1710. exclude trading people from the houfe of com-

mons, and to lodge the legiflative power with the

land- holders. A third a61: pafTed, permitting the

importation of French wine in neutral bottoms :

a bill againft which the Whigs loudly exclaimed,
as a national evil, and a fcandalous compliment to

fcen at the A violcnt party in the houfe of commons began
council- (Q iQQy^ upon Harley as a lukewarm Tory, becaufe

c-uiTcard, he would not enter precipitately into all their fac-

l^rioTo^^
tious meaflires: they even began to fufpedt his

ford. principles, when his credit was re-eftablifhed by a

very fingular incident. Guifcard the French par-
tifan, of whom mention hath already been made,

thought himfelf very ill rewarded for his fervices

with a precarious penfion of four hundred pounds,
which he enjoyed from the queen's bounty. He
had been renounced by St. John the former com-

panion of his pleafures : he had in vain endeavour-

ed to obtain an audience of the queen, with a view
to demand more confiderable appointments. Har-

ley was his enemy, and all accefs to her majefty
was denied. Enraged at thefc difappointments, he

attempted to make his peace with the court of

France, and offered his fervices, in a letter to one
Moreau a banker in Paris. His packet, which he
endeavoured to tranfmit by the way of Portugal,
was intercepted, and a warrant ifTued out to appre-
hend him for high treafon. When the meffenger dis-

armed him in St. James's park, he exhibited marks
of guilty confufion and defpair, and begged that

he would kill him diredly. Being conveyed to the

Cockpit in a fort of frenzy, he perceived a penknife

lying upon a table, and took it up without being

perceived by his attendants. A committee of coun-
cil, was immediately fummoned, and Guifcard

brouo;ht before them to be examined. Findino:

that his correfpondence with Moreau was difcover-

ed.
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cd, he defired to fpeak in private with fecretary
^'^ '^7*^'

St. John, whom, in all probabiliry he had lefolved

to aiTafllnate. His requcfl being refilled, he iaid,
" That's hard ! not one word !" St. Jolin being
out of his reach, he ftepped up to Mr. Harley, and

exclaiming,
" Have at thee, then," ftabbed him in

the breaft with the penknife which he had con-

cealed. The inftrument broke upon the bone

without penetrating into the cavity : neverthelefs

he repeated the blow with fuch force, that the

chancellor of the exchequer fell to the ground. Se-

cretary St. John feeing him fall, cried out,
" The

*' villain has killed Mr. Harley !" and drew his

fword. Several other members followed his ex-

ample, and wounded Guifcard in feverai places.

Yet he made a defperate defence, until he was

overpowered by the mefiengers and fcrvants, and

conveyed from the council chamber, v/hich he had

filled with terror, tumult, and confufion. His

wounds, though dangerous, were not mortal ; but

he died of a gangrene occafioned by the bruifes he

had fuftained. This attempt upon the life of Har-

ley, by a perfon who wanted to eilablifh a traitorous

correfpondence with France, extinguifhed the fuf-

picions of thofe who began to doubt that minifler's

integrity. The two houfes of parliament, in an

addrefs to the queen, declared their belief, that

Mr. Harley's "fidelity to her majeily, and zeal for

her fervice, had drawn upon him the hatred of all

the abettors of popery and fa6lion. They befought Bumet.

her majefty, to take all pofiTible care of her facred
S-u^uf/re^

perfon ; and for that purpofe, to give dire6tions for Torcv/

caufmg papifts to be removed from the cities of
^"Jf^^^^^j^^

London and Weftminfter. A proclamation was d.oV Marl-

publifhed, ordering the laws to be flridlly put in ^nTrnft.

execution againft papiils. When Harley appeared Conduaof

in the houfe of commons after his recovery, he was
o^^'Maribo-*

con rough.
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A. c. 1710. congratulated upon it by the fpeaker in a florid

TJndai. and fullbme premeditated fpeech. An ad was

^'^"°5is^^ pafied, decreeing, That an attempt upon the life

VoiTaire.

'

of a privy-counfcllor fhould be felony without be-

nefit of the clergy. The earl of P».ochefler dying,
Harley became foie minifter, was created baron

of Wigmore, and raifed 10 the rank of earl by
the noble and antient titles of Oxford and Morti-

mer: to crown his profperity, he was appointed
lord-treafurer, and veiled with the fupreme admi-
niftration of affairs.

A. c; 1711. 'pj^g commons impowered certain perfons to

Peath of examine all the grants made by king William, and

jtrcphT'^^'^ report
the value of them, as well as the confidera-

tions upon which they were made. Upon their re-

port a bill was formed, and paffed that houfe ; but
the lords reje6ted it at the firil reading. Their
next itep was to examine the public accounts, with

a view to fix an imputation on the earl of Godol-

phin. They voted. That above five and thirty
millions of the money granted by parliament re-

mained unaccounted for. This fum, however,
included fome accounts in the reigns of king
Charles and king William. One half of the whole
was charged to Mr. Bridges the paymafter, who
had a6lualiy accounted for all the money he had

received, except about three millions, though thefe

accounts had not paffed through the auditor's of-

fice. The commons afterwards proceeded to in-

quire into the debts of the navy, that exceeded five

millions, which with many other debts were thrown
into one flock, amounting to nine millions four

hundred and feventy-one thoufand, three hundred
and twenty-five pounds. A fund was formed for

paying an interefl or annuity of fix per cent, until

the principal fhould be difcharged ; and with this

was granted a monopoly of a projedled trade to the

South-
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South-fea, vefled in the proprietors of navy-bills, a^* «7«"

debentures, and other public kcurities, which were

incorporated for this purpofe. Such was the origin
of the South-fea company, founded upon a chime-

rical fuppofition, that the Englifh would be per-
mitted to trade upon the coaft of Peru in the Weit-

Indies. Perhaps, the new miniftry hoped to ob-

tain this permiilion as an equivalent for their aban-

doning the intereil of king Charles with refpedl to

his pretenfions upon Spain. By this time the em-

peror Jofeph had died of the fmall-pox without

male iflue; fo that his brother's immediatee aim
was to fucceed him on the Imperial throne. This

event was on the twentieth day of April coiDmuni-

cated by a melTage from the queen to both houles.

She told them, that the flates-gcneral had con-

curred with her in a refolution to fupport the houfe

of Auftria -, and, that they had already taken luch

meafures as would fecure the eledion of Charles as

headof the empire.
The houfe of commons, in order to demon- ^^ refenta-

ftrate their attachment to the church, in confe- tion by the

quence of an addrefs from the lower houfe of con- [i^'Z^^T
vocation, and a quickening meffage from the

queen, pafled a bill for buildmg fifty new churches

in the fuburbs of London and VVeftminiler, and

appropriated for this purpofe the duty upon coals,

which had been granted for the building of St.

Paul's, now finifhed. This impofition was con-

tinued until it fhould raife the fum of three hundred
and fifty thoufand pounds. At the clofe of the

felTion the commons prefented a remonflrance or

reprefentation to the queen, in which they told

her, that they had not only raifed the necelTary

fupplies, but aifo difcharged the heavy debts of
which the nation had fo long and

juftly complain-
ed. They faid, that in tracing the caufes of this

debt, they had difcovered fraud, embezzlement
and mifapplication of the public money. That

they
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A. 0.1711. they who of late years had the management of

the treaiury, were guilty of notorious breach of

truft and injuftice to the nation, in allowing above

thirty millions to remain unaccounted for; a pur-

poied omiifion that looked like a defign to con-

ceal embezzlements. They begged her majefty
• would give immediate directions for compelling

the feveral impreft accountants ipeedily to pafs their

accounts. They exprefied their hope, that fuch

of the accountants as had negledled their duty in

profecuting their accounts, ought no longer to be
intruded with the public money. They affirmed,
that from all thefe evil pradtices and worfe defigns
of fome perfons, who had by falfe profefTions of
love to their country, infmuated themfelves into

Ler royal favour, irreparable mifchief would have
accrued to the public, had not her majeity, in her

great wifdom, feafonably difcovered the fatal ten-

dency of fuch meafures, and removed from the

adminiftration thofe who had fo ill anfwered her

majeily's favourable opinion, and in fo many in-

ftances groQy abufed the truft repofed in them.

They oblerved, that her people could with greater

patience have fuffered the manifold injuries done to

themfelves, by the frauds and depredations of fuch

evil minifters, had not the fame rrien proceeded to

treat her facred perfon with undutifulnefs and difre-

gard. This reprefentation being circulated through
the kingdom, produced the defired effedt of in-

flaming the minds of the people againft the late'

miniftry. Such expedients were become necelTary
for the execution of Oxford's projeft, which was to

put a fpeedy end to a war that had already fubje6l-
ed the people to grievous opprefTion, and even ac-

cumulated heavy burdens to be tranfmitted to their

pofterity. The nation was infpired by extravagant
ideas of glory and conqueft, even to a rage of war-

making \ fo that the new minifters, in order to dif-

pel tiiole dangerous chimeras, were obliged to take

meafures
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nieafures for exciting their indignation and con- A.c.i7»i,

tempt againft thofe perfons whom they had for*

merly idolized as their heroes and patriots. On th*

twelfth of June the queen having given the royal

aflent to feveral public and private bills, made an

affedlionate fpeech to both houfes. She thanked the

commons in the warmed expreflions for having .

complied with all her defires 5 for having baffled

the expeftations of her enemies in finding fupplies

for the fervice of the enfuing year; in having

granted greater fums than were ever given to any

prince in one fefTion ; and in having fettled funds

for the payment of the public debts : lb that the

credit of the nation was reflored. She exprefled
her earned concern for the fucceflion of the houfe

of Hanover; and her fixed refplution to fupport
and encourage the church of England as by law

edabiidied. Then the parliament was prorogued.
Of the convocation, which was affembied with

|^^°tJi"ccn?

the new parliament, the lower houfe chofe Dr. vocation.

Atterbury their prolocutor. He was an enterpri-

fing ecclefiadic of extenfive learning, acute talents,

violently attached to Tory principles, and inti-

mately conne(5led with the prime minider Oxford ;

fo that he diredled all the proceedings in the lower

houfe of convocation in concert with that minider.

The queen, in a letter to the archbifliop, fignified

her hope, that the confultations ofthe clergy might
be of ufe to reprefs the attempts af loofe and pro-
fane perfons. She fent a licence under the broad

feal, impowering them to fit and do bufinefs, m
as ample a manner as ever had been granted fmce

the reformation. They were ordered to lay before

the queen an account of the exceffive grov/th of in-

fidelity and herefy, as well as of other abufes, that

necedary meafurcs might be taken for a reforma-

tion. The bidiops were purpofely flighted and

overlooked, becaufe they had lived in harmony
widi
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A. G. 1711, with the late minifters. A committee being ap^"

pointed to draw up a reprefentation of the prefenc
Hate of the church and religion, Atterbury under-

took the talk, and compofed a remonllrance that

contained the moft keen and fevere ftridlures upon
^ the adminiftration, as it had been exercifed fmce

the time of the revokition. Another was penned

by the bifliops in more moderate terms
-,
and feve-

ral regulations were made, but in none of thefe did

the two houfes agree. They concurred, however,
in eenfuring fome tenets favouring Arianifm,
broached and fupported by Mr. Whifton, mathe-

matical profeflbr in Cambridge. He had been ex-

pelled the univerfity, and wrote a vindication of

himfelf, dedicated to the convocation. The arch-

bilhop doubted whether this aflembly could pro-
ceed againft a man for herefy : the judges were

confulted, and the majority of them gave in their

opinion, that the convocation had a jurifdidtion.

Four of them profefled the contrary fentiment^

which they maintained from the ftatutes made at

the reformation. The queen, in a letrer to the

bifhops, faid, that as there was now no doubt of their

jurifdidion, Ihe expeded they v/ould proceed in

the matter before them. Frelh Icruples arifing,

they determined to examine the book, without pro-

ceeding againft the author, and this was cenfured

accordingly. An extradt of the fentence was fent

to the queen -,
but Ihe did not fignify her pleafure

on this fubje6t, and the affair remained in fufpence.
Whifton publiftied a work in four volumes, juftify-

ing his dodtrine, and maintaining, that the apofto-
iical conftitutions were not only canonical, but alfo

preferable in point of authority to the epifties and
the gofpel.
The new miniftry had not yet determined to

fuperfede the duke of Marlborough in the com-
mand of the army. This was a ftep which could

not
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not be taken without giving umbrage to the Dutch ^c. irn*

and other allies. He therefore let out for Holland Th? duke

in the month of February, after the queen had"^^""'^^:/ ' I rough conti*

afTured him, that he might depend upon the punc- nues to

tual payment of the forces. Having conferred
^^^^^^hed

with the deputies of the ftates about the operations a^my.

of the campaign, he about the middle of April
aflfembled the army at Orchies, between Lifle and

'

Douay ; while marechal de Villars drew together
the French troops in the neighbourhood of Cam-

bray and Arras. Lewis had by this time depopu-
lated as well as impoverifhed his kingdom ; yet

his fubjeds flill flocked to his ftandard with fur-

prifing fpirit and attachment. Under the prefTure
of extreme mifery they uttered not one complaint
of their fovereign; but imputed all their calamities

to the pride and obftinacy of the allies. Exclufive

of all the other impofitions that were layed upon
that people, they confented to pay the tenth penny
of their whole fubftance : but all their eftbrrs of

loyalty and affe6lion to their prince would have

been inefFedtual, had not the merchants of the

kingdom, by the permifTion of Philip, undertaken

repeated voyages to the South-fea, from whence

they brought home imm.enie trealures: while the

allies took no fteps for intercepting thefe fupplies,

though nothing could have been more eafy for

the Enghfh than to deprive the enemy of this great

refource, and convert it to their own advantage.
Had a fquadron of fhips been annually employed
for this purpole, the llibje^ls of France and Spain
mufl have been literally ftarved, and Lewis obliged
to fubmit to fuch terms as the confederates might
have thought proper to impofe. Viiiars had found

means to afiemble a very numerous army, with

which he enc'amped behind the river Sanict, in

fuch an advantageous pofl as could not be attack-

ed with any prolpe6t of fuccefs. Mean while tlie

N^. 92. F duke
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A.c, 17 tr. duke of Marlborough paiTed the Scarpe, and form-^

ed his camp between Douay and Bouchain, where
he was joined by prince Eugene on the twenty-
third day of May. This general, however, did

not Ions; remain in the Netherlands. Underftand-

ing that detachments had been made from the army
of Villars to the Rhine, and that the eledlor of Ba-

varia intended to a6t in the empire, he, by order
'

from the court of Vienna, marched to\vards the

Upper Rhine with the Imperial and Palatine troops
to fecure Germany. The duke of Marlborough
repairing the Scarpe, encamped in the plains of

Lens, from whence he advanced towards Aire, as

if he had intended to attack the French lines in

that quarter. Thefe lines beginning at Bouchain

on the Schelde, were continued along the Sanfet

and the Scarpe to Arras, and thence along the Up-
per Scarpe to Canche. They were defended by
redoubts and other works, in fuch a manner, that

Viiiars judged they were im-penetrable, and called

them the Ne plus ultra of Marlborough.
He fnrpnfcs

This noblcman advancing within two leagues of
the French the Frcnch lines, ordered a great number of faf-

cines to be made, declaring he would attack them
the next morning j fo that Villars drew all his

forces on that fide, in full expedlation of an engage-
ment. The duke, on the fuppofition that the paf-

fage of the Sanfet by Arleux would be left un-
. guarded, had ordered the generals Cadogan and

Hompefch to aiTemble twenty battalions and fe-

venteen fquadrons, from Douay and the neighbour-
ing garrifons, and m.arch to Arleux, where they
fliould endeavour to pafs the Sanfet. Brigadier
Sutton was detatched with the artillery and pon-
toons to lay bridges over the canal near Goulezen,
and over the Scarpe at Vitry, while the duke with
the whole confederate army began his march for

the fame place about nine in the evening. He
pro-
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proceeded with fnch expedition, that by Eve in the a. c. 171 i.

morning he palled the river Vitry. There he re-

ceived intelligence, that Hompefch had taken pof-
feffion of the pafTes on the Sanfet and Schelde with-

out oppofition, the enemy having withdrawn
their detachments from that fide, jufl as he had

imagined. He himfelf with his vanguard of fifty

Iquadrons, haftened his march towards Arleux,
and before eight of the clock arrived at Baca Ba-

chuel, where in two hours he was joined by the

heads of the columns into which he had divided

his infantry. Villars being certified of his inf^^n-

tion, about two in the morning decamped with his

vvhole army, and putting himfelf at the head of the

king's houfnold-troops, marched all night with fuch

expedition, that about eleven in the forenoon he

was in fight of the duke of Marlborough, who had

by this time joined count Hompefch. The French

general immediately retreated to the main body of

Hiis army, which had advanced to the high-road be-

tween Arras and Cambray, while the alUes encamp-
(^d upon the Schelde between Oify and Eftrun, after

a march of ten leagues without halting, fcarce to be

paralleled in hiflory. By this plan, fo happily exe-

cuted, the duke of Marlborough fairly outwitted

Villars, and, without the lofsof one man, entered

the lines which he had pronounced impenetrable.
This llroke of the Englifh general was extolled as

a mafter-piece of military flcill, v/hiie Villars was

expofed to the ridicule even of his own officers.

The field-deputies of the flates- general propofed
rhat he Hiould give battle to tne enemy, Wxho palTed
the Schelde at Crevecoeur, in order to cover Bou-
chain : but the duke would not hazard an en.qjaffe-

ment, confidering how much the army was fa-

tigued by the long march ; and that any misfor-

tune, while they continued within the French lines,

F 2 might
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A,c. J711. might be fatal. His intention was to befiege Bon-

chain, an enterprize that was deemed impradlica-

b!e, inafmuch as the place w?.s fituated in a mo-

rafs, ftrongly fortified, and defended by a numer-

ous garrifon, in the neighbourhood of an army fu-

pcrior in number to that of the allies. Notwith-

ilanding thefe difadvantages, and the diiTuafions of

his own friends, he refolved to undertake the fiege :

and, in the mean time, difpatched brigadier Sutton

to England, with an account of his having palTed
the French lines

*,
which was not at all agreeable

to his enemies. They had prognoflicated that

nothing would be done during this campaign, and

began to infinuate th^t the duke could ftrike no

ftrokeof importance without the aiTillance of prince

Eugene. They now endeavoured to lelTen the

glory of his iuccefs , and even taxed him with

having removed his camp from a convenient fitua-

tion to a place where the troops were in danger of

ftarving. Nothing could be more provoking than

this fcandalous malevolence, to a great man who
had done fo much honour to his country, and

v/as then actually expofing his life in her fervice.

Reduces On thc tenth day ofAuguflBouchainwas invefl-

Bouchain.
^^^^ ^^^ ^hg Guke of Marioorough exertcd himfcif

to the utmofl extent of his vigilance and capacity,
well knowing the difficulties of the undertaking,
and how much his reputation would depend upon
his fuccefs. Villars had taken every precaution
that his ikiW and experience could luggeft, to baffle

the endeavours of the Enghfli general. He had

reinforced the garrifon to the number of fix thou^

fand chofen men, commanded by officers ofknown

courage andabihty. He made fame efforts to raife

the fitge ; but they were rendered ineffedlual by
the confummate prudence andadlivity of the duke
of Marlborough. Then he layed a fcheme for

furprifing Douay, which likewife mifcarried. If

we
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we confidef that the Englifh general, in the execu- -'^-^-^

tion of his plan, was obliged to form lines, ere6l

regular forts, raife batteries, throw bridges over a

river, make a caufeway through a deep morafs,

provide for the fecurity of convoys againfl a nu-

merous army on one fide, and the garrifon of Con -

de and Valenciennes on the other
•,
we muft allow

this was the boldeft enterprize of the whole war ;

that it required all the fortitude, fkill, and refolu-

tion of a great general, and all the valour and in^

trepidity of the confederate troops, who had fcarce

ever exhibited fuch amazing proofs of courage up-
on any other occafion, as they now difplayed at the

fiege of Bouchain. In twenty days after the trenches

were opened, the garrifon was obliged to furren-

der themfelves priloners of war
•,
and this conquell

was the laft military exploit performed by the duke
of Marlborough : for the breaches of Bouchain

were no fooner repaired, than the oppofite armies

began to feparate, and the allied forces were quar-
tered in the frontier towns, that they might be at

hand to take the field early in the fpring. They
were now in pofieiTion of tiie Maefe, almoft as far

as the Sambre
•,
of the Schelde from Tournay, and

of the Lys as far as it is navigable. They had re-

duced Spanifh Guelderland, Limeburg, Brabant,

Flanders, and the greater part of Hainauk : they
were mailers of the Scarpe -,

and by the conqueft
of Bouchain, they had opened to themfelves a way
into the very bowels of France. All thefe acqui-
fitions were owing to the valour and conduct of the

duke of Marlborough, who now returned to the

Hague, and arrived in England about the middle
of November.
The queen had conferred the command of her r^- , .

forces in Spain upon the duke of Argyle, who v/as of"
^^rg^ie'

recalled from the fervice in Flanders for chat pur- '^^'^^'"j^

pofe. He had long been at variance v/ith the duke uoctsm

F
J

of^^'*"
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A c. 1711, of Marlboroup-h ; a circumfbance which recom-

K. Charles mended him the more flrongly to the miniftry.

^^t^f
'^ ^^ landed at Barcelona on the twenty-ninth of

May, and found the Britifh troops in the utmoft

difcrefs for want of ftibfiftance. The treafurer had

promifed to fupply him liberally ; the commons
had granted one million, five hundred thoufand

'

pounds for that fervice. All their hoyes of fuccefs

were fixed on the cam.paign in that kingdom ; and

indeed the army commanded by the duke of Ven-
dome was in fuch a wretched condition, that if

Staremberg had been properly fupported by the.

allies, he might have obtained fignal advantages.
The duke of Argyle having waited in vain for the

promifed remittances, was obliged to borrow mo-

ney on his own credit, before the Britifh troops
could take the field. At length Staremberg ad-

vanced towards the enemy, who attacked him at

the pafs of Prato del Rey, where they were re -

pulfed with confiderable damage. After this adlion

the duke of Argyle was feized with a violent fever>

and conveyed back to Barcelona. Vendome in-

vefled the caftle of Cardona, which was vigoroufiy
defended till the end of December, when a detach-

ment being fent to the relief of the place, defeated

the befiegers, killed two thoufand on the fpot, and

took all their artillery, ammunition, and baggage.

Staremberg was unable to follow the blow : the

duke of Argyle wrote prefling letters to the mini-

ftry, and loudly complained that he was altogether

tmfupported ; but all his remonflrances were in-

effe6lual : no remittances arrived ; and he returned

to England without having been able to attempt

any thing of importance. In September, king
Charles leaving his queen at Barcelona, fet fail

for Italy, and at Milan had an interview with the

duke of Savoy, where all dlfputes were compro-
niifed. That prince had forced his way into Sa-
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voy, and penetrated as far as the Rhine : but he-^.C-»7i««

fuddenly halted in the middle of his career, and
after a fliort campaign repalTed the mountains.

Prince Eugene, at the head of the German forces,

protedled the eledlors at Franckfort from the de-

figns of the enemy, and Charles was unanimoufiy
chofen emperor •,

the eledlors of Cologne and Ba-

varia having been excluded from voting, becaufe

they lay under the ban of the empire. The war
between the Ottoman Porte and the Mufcovitcs

was of fhort duration. The czar advanced fo far

into Moldavia, that he was cut off from all fupplles,
and altogether in the pov/er of his enemy. In this

emergency, he found means to corrupt the grand
vizir in private, while in public he propofed arti-

cles of peace that were • accepted. The king of

Sweden, who was in the Turkifh army, charged
the vizir with treachery, and that minifter was ac-^

tually difgraced. The grand fignor threatened to

renew the war ; but he was appeafed by the czar's

furrendering Afoph.
The Englifh miniftry had conceived great ex- Expedhion

pe6lations from an expedition againft Quebec and

Placentia, in North-America, planned by colonel

Nicholfon, who had taken pojOTefTion of Nova Sco-

tia, and garrifoned Port-royal, to which he gave
the name of Annapolis. He had brought four In-

dian chiefs to England, and reprefented the ad-

vantages that would redound to the nation, in point
of commerce, fhould the French be expelled from

North-America. The minifl:ers relifhed the pro-

pofal. A body of five thoufand men v/ere em-
barked in tranfports, under the command of bri-

gadier Hill, brother to Mrs. Malliam ; and they
failed from Plymouth in the beginning of May,
with a ftrong fquadron of fliips commanded by Sir

Hovenden Walker.
* At Boilon in New England >

they were joined by two regiments of provincials ;

F 4 and
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A. c. 1711. and about four thoufand men, confifting of Ame-

rican planters, Palatines, and Indians, rendez-

voufed at Albany, m order to march by land into

Canada, while the fleet failed up the river of thas

name. On the twenty-firfl day of Auguft, they
were expofed to a violent ftorm, and driven among
rocks, where eight tranfports periflied with about

eight hundred men. The admiral immediately
failed back to Spanifh-River bay, where it was de-

termined in a council of v/ar, that as the fleet and

forces were vi6lualied for ten weeks only, and they
could not depend upon a fupply of provifions from

New England, they ihould return home, without

making any further attempt. Such was the iffue

of this paultry expedition, intrufted to the direc-

tion of an officer without talents and experience.

infoience In the Irifo parliament held during the fummer,
©f the jaco- ^i^Q duke of Ormond and the majority of the peers
Scotland, fupportcd the Tory interefl, while the commons

exprefled the warmeil attachment to revolution-

principles. The two houfes made flrenuous re-,

prefentations, and pafTed fevere refolutions againft
each other. After the feffion, Sir Conftantine

Phipps the chancellor, and general Ingoldfby, were

appointed juftices in the abfence of the duke of

Ormond, who returned to England in the month
of November. In Scotland the Jacobites made no

fcruple of profeiTing their principles and attach-

ments to the pretender. The dutchefs of Gordon

prefented the faculty of advocates with a filver me-
dal reprefenting the chevalier de St. George ; and

on the reverfe the Britifli iflands, with the motto
" Reddite." After fome debate, it was voted, by
a majority of fixty-three voices againft twelve, that

the dutchefs fliouid be thanked for this token of her

regard. This tafls: was performed by Dundafs of

Arniftoun, who thanked her grace for having pre-
fented them with a medal of their Ibvereign lord

8 the



ANNE. 7^
the king*, hopiag, and being confident, that her ^•^'

»7i'-^

grace would very foon have an opportunity to

compliment the faculty with a fccond medal, ftruck

upon the reftoration of the king and royal family,
and the finifhing rebellion, ufurping tyranny, and

whiggery. An account of this tranfa6lion being
laid before the queen, the lord-advocate was order-

ed to inquire into the particulars. Then the faculty
were fo intimidated, that they difowned Dundafs,
and Home his accomplice. They pretended that

the affair of the medal had been tranfad:ed by a

party at an occafional meeting, and not by general

confent; gnd, by afolemn adl, they declared their

attachment to the queen and the proteftant fuc-

cefTion. The court was fatisfied with this atone-

ment ; but the rcfident from Hanover having pre-
fented a memorial to the queen, defiring that

Dundafs and his afTociates might be profecuted,
the government removed Sir David Dalrymple
from his ofHce of lord- advocate, on pretence of

his having been too remifs in profecuting thofc

delinquents -,
and no further inquiry was made inr"

to the affair.

For fome time a negotiation for peace had been
^^ negotTa-

carried on between the court of France and thet-onfeton

new minifters, who had a double aim in this mea- th^cturtrof

fure ; namely, to mortify the Whigs and the Dutch, France and

whom they deteffed, and to free their country from
^^ ^^ '

a ruinous war, which had all the appearance of

becoming habitual to the eonflitution. They fore-

faw the rifque tTiey would run by entering into

fuch meafures, fhould ever the oppofite fadion re-

gain the afcendency : they knew the Whigs v/ould

employ all their art and influence, which was ver'^

powerful, in obftruding the peace, and in raifing
a popular clamour againft the treaty. But their

motives for treating were fuch as prompted them
to undervalue all thofe difficulties and dans-ers.

They
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A, e. ijU'Thty hoped to obtain fuch advantages in point of

commerce, for the fvibjedls of Great- Britain, as

would filence all detradion. They did not doubt

of being able to maintain the fuperiority which

they had acquired in parliament ; and perhaps
fome of them cherifhed views in favour of the

pretender, whofe fuccefiion to the crown would

have qlfe^Lually eflablillied their dominion over the

oppofite party. The earl of Jerfey, who aded in

concert with Oxford, fent a private meffage to the

court of France, importing the queen's earned de-

fire of peace, reprefenting the impoflibility of a

private negotiation, as the minifcry was obliged
to adl with the utmoil circumfpedlion ; and de-

firing that Lewis would propofe to the Dutch a

renewal of the conferences, in which cafe the Eng-
lifh plenipotentiaries ihould have fuch inftrudions,

that it would be impofifible for the ftates-general
to prevent the conclufion of the treaty. This in-

timation was dehvered by one Gualtier, an obfcure

prieft, who a6ted as chaplain to count Gallas the

Imperial ambaiTador, and had been employed as a

fpy by the French miniitry, fmcc the commence-
ment of hoftiiities. His conne<5i:ion with lord Jerfey
was by means of his lady, who profelTed the Ro-
man catholic religion. His mefiage was extremely

agreeable to the court of St. Germain's ; and he

returned to London with a letter of compliment
from the marquis de Torcy to the earl of Jerfey, in

which that miniiler affured him of his mailer's fm-

cere inclination for pfeace, though he was averfe

to a renewal of the conferences with the flates-ge-

. neral. Gualtier wrote a letter to Verfailles, de-

flring, in the name of the Engliih miniftry, that

his moil chriilian majefly would communicate to

them his propofals for a general peace, which they
would communicate to the fiatcs-general, that

they might negotiate in concert with their allies.

,

' A gene-
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A general anfer being made to this intimation,
a. 0.17,1.

Gualtier made a fecond journey to Verfailles, and

brought over a memorial, which was immediately
tranfmitted to Holland. In the mean tim.e, the

penfionary endeavoured te renew the conferences

in Holland. Petkum wrote to the French mini-

ftry, that if his majefly would refume the negotia-

tion, in concert with the queen of Great-Britain,

he Ihould certainly have reaibn to be fatisfied with

the condud of the Dutch deputies. . This pro-

pofal Lewis declined, at the defire of the Englifh
minifters.

The llates-.Q;eneral havlne^ perufed the memorial, P'^';^''
is rent

aifured queen Anne that tney were ready to jom bieavi.

with her in contributing to the conciufion of a

durable peace ; but they expreffed a defire that

the French king would communicate a more par-
ticular plan for fecuring the intereit of the allied

powers, and for fettling the repofe of Europe.
Gualtier was once more fent to Verfailles, accom-

panied by Mr. Prior, who had refided in France
as fecretary to the embaiTies of the earls of Port-

land and Jerfey. He had acquired fome reputa-
tion by his poetical talents

-,
was a m.an of uncom-

mon ability, infmuating addrefs, and perfectly de-

voted to the Tory intereil. He was empowered
to communicate the preliminary demands of the

^

Englifh ; to receive the anfwer of the French king,
and demand whether or not kino- Philip had tranf-

mitted a power of treating to his grandfather. He
arrived incognito at Fontaincbieau, and prefented
the queen's memorial, in which ilie demanded a

barrier for the Dutch in the Netherlands, and ano-

ther on the Rhine for the empire ; a fecurity for

the Dutch commerce, and a general farisfa6lion to

aU her allies. She required that the flrcng places
taken from the duke of Savoy fliould be reftored ;

and that he iliould podrfs fuch towns and diftridls

in
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A.c. 171J. jj^ Italy as had been ceded to him in treaties be-

tween him and his alhes : that Lewis fhould ac-

knowledge queen Anne and the proteltant fuccef-

fion
•,
demolifh the fortifications of Dunkirk, and

agree to a new treaty of commerce : that Gibraltar

and Portmahon fhould be yielded to the crown of

England : that the negro trade in America, at

that time carried on by the French, fhould be ceded
to the Englifh, together with fome towns on that

continent, where the flaves might be refreflied.

She expedled fecurity that her fubjeds trading to

Spain fhould enjoy all advantages granted by that

crown to the moft favoured nation : that fhe fliould

be put in pofTeflion of Newfoundland and Hud-
fon's bay, either by way of reftitution or celTion

-,

and that both nations fhould continue to enjoy
whatever territories they might be pofTefTed of in

North America at the ratification of the treaties.

She likewife infifled upon a fecurity that the crowns
of France and Spain iliould never be united on the

fame head. Her majefly no longer infifted upon
Philip*s being expelled from the throne of Spain

by the arms of his own grandfather. She now

perceived that the exorbitant power of the houfe

of Auflria would be as dangerous to the liberty of

Europe, as ever that of the family of Bourbon had
been in the zenith of its glory. She might have
remembered the excefTive power, the inlblence,

the ambition, of Charles V. and Philip II. who had
enflaved fo many countries, and embroiled all

Europe. She was fmcerely defirous of peace, from
motives of humanity and compafTion to her fub-

jedls and fellow creatures : fhe was eagerly bent

upon procuring fuch advantages to her people, as

would enable them to difcharge tlie heavy load of

debt under which they laboured, and recompenle
them in fome meafure for the blood and treafure

they had fo laviflily expended in the profecution of

the
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the war. Thefe were the fentiments of achrifllan a. c. 1711.

princefs i of an amiable and pions fovereign, who
bore a fhare in the grievances of her fubjecls, and

looked upon them with the eyes of maternal af-

fedtion. She thought fhe had the better title to

infift upon thofe advantages, as they had been al-

ready granted to her fubjedls in a private treaty

with king Charles.

As Prior's powers were limited in fuch a manner
ivrenager

that he could not negotiate, Menager, deputy from arrives pn-

the city of Kouen to the board of trade, accom-
£''jj!ian^

panied the Englifh minifter to London, with full

powers to fettle the preliminaries of the treaty. At
his arrival in London, the queen immediately
commiflioned the duke of Shrewfbury, the earls of

Jerfey, Dartmouth, Oxford, and Mr. St. John, to

treat with him
-,
and the conferences were immedi-

ately begun. After long and various difputes,

they agreed upon certain preUminary articles,

which, on the eighth day of Odtober, were figned

by the French minifter, and by the two fecretaries

of ftate, in confequence of a written order from
• her majefty. Then Menager was privately intro-

duced to the queen at Windfor. She told him fhe

was averfe to war : that fhe would exert all her

power to conclude a fpeedy peace : that Ihe fhould

be glad to live upon good terms with the king of

France, to whom fhe was fo nearly allied in blood;
and ihe exprefled her hope that there would be a

clofer union after the peace, between them, and
between their fubjedls, cemented by a perfe<5l cor-

refpondence and friendfhip. The earl of Strafford,

who had been lately recalled from the Hague,
where he relided as ambalTador, was now lent back

to Holland, with orders to communicate to the

penfionary the propofals of peace which France had
made ; to fignify the queen's approbation of them,
and propofe a place where the pienipotentaries

fhould
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i^.c. 1711. fhouH aiTcmble. The EngUih miniflers now "en-

gaged in an intimate correipondence with the court

of Verfailles ; and niarechal Tallard being releafed

from his confinement at Nottingham, was allowed

to return to his own country on his parole. After
• the departure of Menager, the preliminaries were

commiUnicated to count Gallas, the emperor's

miniiler, who, in order to inflame the minds of the

people, caufed them ta be tranQated and inferted

in one of the daily papers. This fcep was fo much
refented by the queen, that rriQ fent a meflage, de-

firing he would come no more to court ; but that

he might leave the kingdom as; foon as he fhould

think proper. He took the hint, and retired ac-

coi'dingiy; but the queen gave the emperor to

underiland, that any other miniflier he fhould ap-

point, v/ould be admitted by her without hefita-

tion.

The French The flates of Holland, alarmed at the prelim-i-

pScuf-' naries, fent over Buys as envoy extraordinary, to

agreeable to intercede with the queen that fhe Vv^ould alter her
^ ^ ^"*

refoiutions : but fhe continued flieady to her pur-

pofe ; and the earl of Strafix)rd demanded the im-

mediate concurrence of the ftates, declaring, in

the queen's name, that fhe would look upon any

delay, on their part, as a refulal to comply with

her proportions. Intimidated by this declaration,

they agreed to open the general conferences at

Utrecht on the firit day of January. They granted

pafTports to the French minifters ; and the queen

appointed Robinfon bifhop of Briflol, and the earl

of Straiford, her plenipotentiaries at the congrefs.

Charles, the nev/ emperor, being at Milan v;hen

he received a copy of the preliminaries, wrote cir-

cular letters to the ele-ftors and princes of the em-

pire, exhorting them to perfifl in their engage-
ments to the grand alliance. Pie likewife dcfired

the flates- general to join counfels with him in per-

iuading
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fuading the queen of England to reje6t the pro-
'^•C- »?"'

pofals of France, and profecute the war
*,
or at leaft

negotiate on the foundation of the iiril prelimi-

naries, which had been figned by the marquis de

Torcy. He wrote a letter to the fame purpofe to

the queen ofGreat- Britain, who received it with the

molt mortifying indifference. No wonder that he
iiiould zealoufly contend for the continuance of a

war, the expence of which fhe and the Dutch had

hitherto almoil wholly defrayed. The new preli-

minaries were-^feverely attacked by the Whigs, who
ridiculed and reviled the miniiiry in word and

writing. Pamphlets, libels, and lampoons, v/ere

to-day pubiiflied by one faction, and to-morrow an-

Iv/ered by the other. They contained all the in-

finuations of m.alice and contempt, all the bitter-

nefs of reproach, and all the rancour of recrimina-

tion. In the midil of this .contention, the queen

difpatched the earl of Rivers to Hanover, with an

affurance to the eledor, that his fuccelTion to the.

crown fhould be effedually afcertained in the treaty.
The earl brought back an anfwer in v/riting : but,

at the fame time, his electoral highnefs ordered the

.baron de Bothmar, his envoy in England, to pre-
fent a memorial to the queen, reprefenting the per-
nicious confequences of Philip's remaining in pof-
fefTion of Spain and the Wefl-Indies. This remon-

ftrance the baron publifhed by way of appeal to

the people, and the Whigs extolled it with the

Jiigheft encomium.s, while the queen and hermini-

ilers refented this ftep, as an officious and inflam-

matory interpofition.
The propofals of peace made by the French violent de.

king were difagreeable even to fom.e individuals of '^'^'^« upon

the Tory-party, and certain peers who had hither- hri'^fel^f

to adhered to that intereft, agreed with the Whigs, ^^^^^s*

to make a remonflrance againft the preliminary

^Fticles. The court hcing apprifcd of their inten-

tion,
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A.c 171 1, tion, prorogued the parliament till the feventh day
of December, in expedration of the Scottifh peers,
who would caft the balance in favour of the mini-

ilry. In her fpeech, at the opening of the lefllon,

fhe told them that, notwithftanding the arts of

thofe who delighted in war, the place and time

were appointed for a congrefs ; and that the llates-

generai had expreffed their entire confidence in her

condud. She declared her chief concern fhould

be to fecure the fuccefTion of the; crown in the

houfe of Hanover ;
to procure all Jhe advantages

to the nation which a tender and affe6tionate fove-

reign could procure for a dutiful and loyal people j

and to obtain Tatisfadion for all her allies. She

obferved, that the mofl effedual way to procure an

advantageous peace, would be to make prepara-
tions for carrying on the war with vigour. She re-

commended unanimity, and prayed God v/ould

dired her confultations. In the houfe of lords, the

carl of Nottingham, who had now aflbciated himfelf

with the Whigs, inveighed againft the preliminaries

as captious and infufticient, and offered a claufe to

be inferted in the addrefs of thanks, reprefenting

to her majefly, that in the opinion of the houfe, no

peace could be fafe or honourable to Great Britain

or Europe, if Spain and the Weft-Indies Hiould

be allotted to any branch of the houfe of Bourbon.

A violent debate enfued, in the courfe of which

the earl of Anglefey reprefented the necefTity of

cafmg the nation of the burthens incurred by an

expenfive war. He affirmed, that a good peace

might have been procured immediately after the

battle of Ramillies, if it had not been prevented

by fome perfons who prolonged the war for their

own private intereft. This infmuation was levelled

at the duke of Marlborough, who made a long

fpeech in his ovvn vindication. He bowed to the

place where the queen fat incognito j and appealed

59
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to her, whether, while he had the honour to ferve a.g. »7m;

her majefty as general and plenipotentiary, he had
not conftantly informed her and her council of all

the propofals of peace which had been made ; and
had not defired inilrudions for his conduft on that

fubjedl P He declared, upon his confcience, and
in prefence of the fupreme Being, before whom
he expeded foon to appear, that he was fever de-

firous of a fafe, honourable, and lailing peace ;

and that he was always very far from
entertaining

any defign of prolonging the war for his own
private advantage, as his enemies had moll faldy
infmuated. At lalt the queftion being put, Whether
the earl of Nottingham's advice fhould be part of
the addrefs ? it was carried in the afnrmative by a

fmall majority. The addrefs was accordingly pre-
fented j and the queen, in her anfwer, faid (lie

fhould be very forry any one could think flie would
not do her utmoft to recover Spain and the Weft-
Indies from the houfe of Bourbon. Againd this

advice, however, ieveral peers protelled, becaufe

there was no precedent for inferting a claufe of ad-

vice in an addrefs of thanks -,
and becaufe thcv

looked upon it as an invafion of the royal preroga-
tive. In the addrefs of the commons tl\ere was
no fuch article

•,
and therefore the anfwer they re-

ceived was warm and cordial.

The duke of Hamilton claiming a feat in thcTHedukecf
houfe of peers, as duke of Brandon, a title he had Hamilton'*

lately receivedi was oppofed by the an ti- courtiers, 0/3°. ndoa""

who pretended to forefee great danger to th<^ con di/'ariowed.

ilitution from admitnng into the houfe a greater occLS**
number of Scottilh peers than the ad: of union confotmUy

allowed. Counfel was heard upon the validity of ^* "*

his patent. They obferved that no objedion could
be made to the queen's prerogative in conferring
honours

•,
and that all the iubjeds of the united

kingdom were equally capable of receiving honour,
iN"*

^'2. Q The
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•A, c »7iK Xhe houfe of lords had already decided the matter,-

in admitting the duke of Queenfberry upon his

being created duke of Dover. The debate was

managed with great ability on both fides : the

Scotiifh peers- united in defence of the duke's
claim

•,
and the court exerted its whole ftrength ta-

fupport the patent, Neverthelefs, the queilion be-

ing put, Whether Scottifh peers, created peers of

Great-Britain fince the union, had a right to fit in

that houfe r it w^as carried in the negative by a

majority of five voices ; though not without a pro-
teft figned by the lords in the oppoficion. The
Scottifh peers were fo incenfed at this decifion, tha^

they drew up a reprefentation to the queen, com-

plaining of it as an infringement of the union, and

a mark of difgrace put upon the v/hole peerage of

Scotland. The bill againfl occafional conformity
was revived by the eari of Nottingham, in more
moderate terms than thofe that had been form.erly

rejedtedi and it pafied both, houfes by the con-

nivance of the Whigs, upon the earl's promile
that if they would confent to this meafure, he would

bring over many friends to join them in matters ,

of greater confequence. On the twenty fecond

day of December, the queen being indifpofedy

granted a commifTion to the lord keeper, and fome
other peers, to give the royal aflent to this bill^

and another for the land-tax. The duke of De-
vonfhire obtained leave to bring in H bill for giving

precedence of all peers to the eled:oral piince of

Hanover, as duke of Cambridge. An addrefswas

prefented to the queen, defiringfhe would give in-

il:ru<5tions to her plenipotentiaries, to confult with-

die miniiters of the allies in Holland before the

opening of the congrefs, th^t they might concert

the neceilary meaibres for proceeding with unani-

mity, the better to obtain the great end$,JMppofed

by iier majelly^
The
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The commifTioners for examining the publick

^•^' »7i»»

accounts having difcovered that the duke of Marl- D^ke of

borough had received an annual prefent of five or
r^Jj^gfl'^Jj-.

fix thoufand pounds from the contractors for bread '^'^'^^ from

to the army, the queen declared in council, that
pioyment^!^

file thought lit todifmifs him from all his employ-
twelve new

nacnts, that the matter might' be innpartiaiiy ex- ateZ

"^*

amined. This declaration was imparted to him
in a letter uncjer her own hand, in which (he took

occafion to complain of the treatment fhe had re-

ceived. She probably alluded to the infoience of

his dutchefs
-,

the fubjec^ion in which Pne had been

kept by the late miniftry-, and the pains lately

taken by the Whigs to depreciate her condu<5l, and

thwart her meafures with refpe61: to the peace.
The duke wrote an anfwer to her majeRy, vindica-

ting himfelf from the charge which had been

brought afrainft his characler ; and his two

daughters the countefs of Sunderland and the

lady Rialton, refigned their places of ladies of the

bed chamber. The miniury, in order to afcertain

a majority Jn the houfe of lords, perfuaded the

queen to take a meafure which nothing but necef-

fity could juftify. She created twelve peers
*

at

once*, and, on the fecond day of January, they

* Lord Compion and lord Bruce, county ofWarwick; Sir Thomas Tre-

ftns to the earls of Northampton and vor, baron Trevor of Bromham, inthe

Ay lefbury, were called up by writ to county of Bedford
j Geurge Granville,

the houfe of pecrs.'I^The othrr ten barcn Lanfdowne of Bicideford, in the

were thefe : lord Duplin, cf the kiiig- county of Devon • Samuel Mafliam,

S^om of Scotland, created baron Hay cf baron Maiham of O^'es, in the county

Bedwardin, in the county of Hereford
j

of Eflex
;
Thomas Foley, baran Foley

lord vifcount Windfor of Ireland, nade cfKidderminfter, nthecountyofWor-

haron Mountjoy in the Ifle of Wight; cefter
;
an(i Allen Bathurft, baron Bat-

Henry Paget, fbn to the lord Paget, hurft of Bathelfden, in the county of

created baron Burton in the county of Bedford, On the firft day of their be-

Stalfbrd
;

Sir Thomas Manfel, baron ing introduced, when the queftion was

Manfel of Margam, in the county of put.abcut adjourning, theearl ofWhar-

- Glamorgan ;
Sir ThomasV/illcughby, ton a{ked one of them, "Whether

baron MJ^ltton of Middleton in ih^ "
they voted by their foreman ?"

G 2 were
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A.C. i7xt. -v^ere introduced into the upper-houfe without op^

pofition.
The lord-keeper delivered to the houfe

a melTage from the queen, defiring they would

adjourn to the fourteenth day of the month. The
an ti -courtiers alledged that the queen could not

fend a melfage to any one houfe to adjourn, but

ought to have diredted it to both houfes. This ob-

jedtion produced a debate, which was terminated

in favour of the court by the weight of the twelve

new peers.

p^j„„ At this period prince Eugene arrived in Eng-
Eugeneof land, with a letter to the queen from the emperor,

HvI7ir' ^^^ inftru6lions to propofe a new fcheme for profe-
Engiand. cuting the war. His errand was far from being

agreeable to the miniflry ; and they fjfpedled that

his real aim was to manage intrigues among th&

difcontented party, who oppofed the peace. Never-

thelefs, he was treated with that refped which was

due to his quality and eminent talents. The mini-

fter^, the nobility, and officers of diftindlion, vifited
*

him at his arrival. He was admitted to an audience

of the queen, who received him with great com-

placency. Having perufed the letter which he de-

livered, flie expreffed her concern that her health

did not permit her to fpeak with his highnefs as

often as (he could wifli ; but that fhe had ordered

the trcafurer and fecretary St. John to receive his

propofals, and confer with him as frequently as He

ihould think proper. He exprefit^ extraordinary

refpedl for the duke of Marlborough, notwith-

ftanding his difgrace. The lord-treafurer, while
^

he entertained him at dinner, declared, that he

lookod.upon that day as the happieft in the whole

courie of his life, fince he had the honour to fee in

his houfe the greateft captain of the age. The

prince is faid to have replied,
'^ If I am, it is owing

*' to your lordfliip :" alluding to the difgrace of

Marlborough, whom the earl's intrigues had de-

prived:
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!prived of all military command. When bifhop
"A'^- *7**'

iBurnet converfed with him about the fcandalous

libels that were every day publifhtd againft the

duke, and in particular mentioned one paragraph,
in which the author allowed he had been once for-

tunate, the prince obferved it was the grcateft
commendation that could be bellowed upon him,
as it implied that all his other fuccefitrs were owing
•to his courage and condudl. While the nobility
of both parties vied with each other in demonftra-  

tions of refpe6t for this noble ftranger ; while he

was adored by the Whigs, and admired by the

people, who gazed at him in crowds when he ap-

peared in public ; even in the midft of all thefe

•carefTes, party- riots were excited to infult his perfon,
and fome fcandalous refle6lions upon his mother
were inferted in one of the public papers. The

^^

•queen treated him v/ith diftinguiilied marks of re-

gard ^ and, on her birth day, prefented him with^

•a fword worth five thoufand pounds. Nevcrthelefs,
fae looked upon him as a patron and friend of that

turbulent fadlion to v/hich fhe owed fo much dif-

quiet. She knew he had been prefTed to come
over by the Whig noblemen, vv^ho hoped his pre-
tence would inflame the people to fome defperate

attempt upon the new miniftry : fhe was not igno-
rant that he held private conferences with the

duke of Marlborough, the earl of Sunderland,
the lords Somers, Hallifax, and all the chiefs of that

party, and entered into a clofe connection with the

baron de Bothmar the Hanoverian envoy, who had

been very &0:'we in fomenting the diiturbances o'f

the people.
Her majefty, who had been for fome ti-nie afllic- waipdf ex-

ted with the gout, fent a meflage to bf^th houfes,
p^^"^^^^^!^^

on the feventeenth day of January, fignifying that commons.

the plenipotentiaries were arrived at Utrecht*, and

^lat fhe v/as employed in making preparations for

C 3 aa
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A. c. 17 1 1, an early caiirpaign : flie hoped therefore that the

commons would proceed in giving the necellary

difpatch to the fupplies. The lo'rd-treafurer, in

order to demonftrate his attachment to the prote-
ftant fucceffion, brought in a bill which had been

propofed by the duke of Devonfnire, giving pre-
cedence to the whole eledoral family, as children

and nephews of the crown ; and, when it was pafTed
into an act, he fent it over to Hanover by Mr,
Thomas Harley. The fixteen peers for Scotland

were prevailed upon, by promife of fatisfadlion,

''iS refume their feats in the upper- houfe, froiil

' which they had abfented themfelves fince the de-

cifion againft the patent of the duke of Hamilton;
but whatever pecuniary recompence they might
have obtained from the court, on which they were

meanly dependent, they received no fatisfadlion

from the parliament. Tht commons finding Mr.

\Valpole very trouhlefome in their houfe, by his

^talents, adlivity, and zealous attachment td tht

"Whig intered, found m^eans to difcover fome
clandeiline pradices in which he was concerned as

jecretary at war, with regard to the forage- contract

in Scotland. The contradors, rather than admit

into their partnerihip a perfon whom he had recom-

mended for that purpofe, chofe to prefent his friend

with five hundred pounds. Their bill w^s ad-.

rireifed to Mr. Walpole, who indorfed it, and his

friend touched the money. This tranfadion was

interpreted into a bribe. Mr. Walpole was voted

guilty of corruption, imprifoned in the Tower, and

expelled the houfe. Being afterwards re-chofen

by the fame borough of Lynn Regis, which he had
before reprefented, a petition v/as lodged againft

him, and the commons voted him incapable of

being eleded a member to ferve in the prefent

parliament.

Their
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Their next attack was upon the duke of Marl- a. c. lyn.

^ borough, who was found to have received a yearly ^g^'^^ ^j^^

fum from Sir Solomon Medina, a Jew, concerned i^-j^e of

in the contrad for furnidiing the arm.y with bread ; ^ougiJ*

to have been gratified by the que^n with ten thou-

iand pounds a year to defray the expence of intelli-

gence ; and to have pocketted a dedudlion of two

^nd a half per cent, from the pay of the foreign ^

troops maintained by England. It was alledged,
in his juftification, that the prefent from the Jew
was a cuilomary perquifue-, which had always been,

"enjoyed by the general of the Dutch army : that

the deduction of two and a half per cent, was

granted to him by an exp: tfs warrant from her ma-

jefty : that all the articles of the charge joined

together did not exceed thirty thoufand poun^ls^ a

fum much itaferior to that which had been allowed

to king Wilham for contingencies : that the money
was expended in procuring intelligence, which was
fo exact that the duke was never furprifed : that none

of his parties v/ere ever intercepted or cut off; and

all his defigns were by thefe means fo v/ell concert-

ed, that he never once mifcarried. Notwithiland-

ing thefe reprefentations, the majority voted that

his praftices had been unv/arrantable and illegal ;

and that the dedui51:ion was to be accounted for as

public money. Thefe reiblutions were comniuni-
'

cated to the queen, who ordered ths attorney-

general to profecute the duke for the money he

had deduced, by virtue of her own warrant. Such -,

pra6tices were certainly mean and mercenary, and

greatly tarnifhed the glory which the duke had ac-

quired by his military talents, and other fhining

qualities.

The commons now dire6led the flream of their i,,r, ,. ^.

refentment againft the Dutch, who had certainly agaii^ftme

exerted ail their endeavours to overwhelm the new ty'ami^he*'

miniltry, and ret'^rd the negotiations for peace.
f>"tch,

G 4 They
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A. c. 17". They maiiitalned an intimate correfpondence with

the Whigs of England, They diftufed the moft

invidiouy reports againft Oxford and fecfetary Su

John. Buys their envoy at London, a<5ted the

part of an incendiary, in fuggefting violent mea-
sures to the malcontents, and caballing againft the

gcverhment. The minifters, by way of reprifal,

influenced thehoufe of commons to pafs fome acri-

monious refolutions againft the ftates-general. They
alledged that the ftates had been deficient in their

proportion of troops, both in Spain and in the

Netherlands, during the whole courfe of the war ;

and that the queen had payed above three millions

of crowns in I'ubfidies, above what fhe was obliged
to advance by her engagements. They attacked

th^ barrier treaty, which had been concluded with

the ftates by lord Townftiend, after the confer

renccs at Gertruydenberg. By this agreement,

England guarranteed a barrier in the Netherlands

to the Dutch : and the ftates bound themfelves to

maintain, with their whole force, the queen^s title

and the proteftant fucceflion. The Tories affirm-

ed that England was difgraccd, by engaging any
other ftate to defend a fucceflion which the nation

jjiiight fee caufe to alter : that, by this treaty, the

ftates were authorifed to interpofe in Britifti coun*

cils : that being pofiefted of all thofe ftrong towns,

they might exclude the Englifti from trading to

them, and interfere with the manufadlures of

Great Britain. The houfe of commons voted. That
in th^ barrier-treaty there were feveral articles de-

ftrudive xa the trade and intereft of Great- Britain
-,

and therefore highly diftionourable to her majefty ;

That the lord vifcount Townftiend was not autho-

rized to conclude feveral articles in that treaty:

and. That he and all tiiofe who advifed its being
ratified, were enemies to the queen and kingdom,.
Ail their votes were digefted into a long reprefen-
tation prefented to the queen, in which they averr-
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cd that England, during the war, had been over- a.c. 1711.

eharged nineteen millions ; a circiimftance that

implied mifmanagement or fraud in the old mini-

flry. The dates, alarmed at thefe reiblutions,

wrote a refpedlful letter to the queen, reprefenting
the neceflity of a barrier, for the mutual fecurity
of England and the United Provinces. They after-

wards drew up a large memorial in vindication of

their proceedings during the war, and it was pub-
liflied in one of the Englifli papers. The com-
mons immediately voted it a falfe, fcandalous, and
mahcious libel, reflecting upon the refolutions of

the houfe ; and the printer and publifher were

taken into cuftody, as guilty of a breach of pri-

vilege.

They now repealed the naturalization act. They ^aur^bk to

pafTed a bill granting a toleration to the epifcopal the pre%-

clcrgy in Scotland, without paying the lead regard p^SIf"*'„'''''

to a reprefentation from the general alTembly to Scotland,

the queen, declaring that the a6l for fecuring the

prefbyterian government was an eflential and fun-
Bojef.'''

damental condition of the treaty of union. The
Jj^'^^berty.

houfe, notwithftanding this remonftrance, proceeded SSr.
with the bill, and inferted a claufe prohibiting civil

^^j'^^^y-

magiftrates from executing the fentences of the Hift of the

kirk-judicatories. The epifcopal, as well as the
^^ °^;'^^*'^-

prefbyterian clergy, were required to take the oath MiIic Hi*,

of abjuration, that they might be upon an equal
^'^'^^^''^

footing in cafe of difobedience ; for the commons
well knew that this condition v/ould be re^jefted by
both, from very different motives. In order to

.exafperate the prefbyterians with further provoca-

tions, another a6l was pafTed for difcontinuing tiie

courts of judicature during the Chriflimas holidays,
which had never been kept by perfons of that per-

fuafion. When this t>ill v^as read for the third

time. Sir David Dalrymple faid,
'' Since the houfe

^^ is refolved to make no alteration in the body of
^> this
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A. c. J711. £c
ti-^is bill, I acquiefce; and only defire it may be

"
intituled, A bill for eftablifhing Jacobitifm and

*'
immorality.'* The chagrin of the Scottifh pref-

byterians was completed by a third bill, refloring
the right of patronage, which had been taken away
v^hen the dilcipline of the kirk: was lail eflablifhed.

Prince Eugene having prefented a memorial to

the queen, touching the condud of the emperor
(^^uring the war, and containing a propofal with re-

lation to the affairs of Spain, the queen communi-
cated ihe fcheme to the houfe of commons, who
treated it with the mod contemptuous negle(5!;;

The prince finding all his efforts ineffedual, re-

tired to the continent, as much difpleaied with the

miniftry, as he had reafon to be fadsfied with the

people of England. The commons having fettled

the funds f^r the fupplies of the year, amounting
to fix millions

•,
the treafurer formed the plan of a

bill appointing commilTioners to examine the value

and confideration of all the grants made fince the

revolution. His defign was to make a general re-

fumption -, but, as the intereft of fo many noble-

men was concerned, the bill met with a very warm

oppofition ; notwithftanding which, it would have

certainly paiTed., had not the duke of Buckingham
and' the earl of Strafford abfented themfelves from'
the houfe during the debate.

A. c. 1712. In the month of January the conferences for

The con- p-^^^e began at Utrecht. The earl of Jerfey would
ffrences havc bcen appointed plenipotentiary for England ;

but he dying after the correfpendence with the

court of France v^^as eftabiifhed, the queen con-

ferred that charge upon Robinlbn bilhop of Brif-

tol, lord privy-feai, and the earl of Strafford. The
ciiief of the Dutch deputies named for the congrefs,
were Buys and VanderdufTen *,

and the French

king granted his powers to the marechal D'Ux-

cuzBy tht; abbot (aiierwards cardinal) de Polignac,

The con-

ffrences

<»pcned at

I' Li-echt .

and
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and Mcnager, who had been in England. The^. c.iyjz.

ministers or' the emperor and Savoy iikevvife afiifled

at the conferences, to *<vhich the empire and the

Other allies hkewife fent their plenipotentiaries,

though not without reluclance. As all thole powers,

except France^ entertained lentiments very different

from thofeof her Britannic majeily, the conferences

feemed calculated rather to retard than accelerate

a pacification. The queen of England had fore-

feen and provided againft thefe difHculties. Her

great
end was to free lier fubjc(5ls from the miferies

attending an unprofitable war, and to reilore peace
to Europe*, and this aim fhe was refolved to ac-

compliPn, in fpite of all oppofition. She had alfo

determined to procure realbnable terms of accom-
modation for her allies, without, however, continu-

ing to laviili the blood and treaiure of her people
in fupporting their extravagant demands. The

emperor obfcinately infifced upon his claim to the

whole Spanilli monarchy, rcfufing to give up the

leaft tittle of his preteniions ; and the Dutch ad-

hered to the old preliminaries which Lewis had for-

merly reje6led. The queen faw, that the liberties

of Europe would be expofed to much greater clan-

ger from an actual union of the Imperial and Spa-
nifn crowns 'in one head of the houfe of Auilria,

than from a bare pofiibility of Spain's being united

with France in one branch of the houfe of Bourbon,
She knew by experience the difficulty of dethron-

ing Philip, rooted as he was in the affeiStions of a

brave and loyal people -, and, that a profecution of
this defign would ferve no purpofe but to protra6l
the war, and augment the grievances of the Britifli

nation. She was Vv^ell acquainted v/ith the diflreffes

of the French, which fhe confidered as pledges of
their mionarch's fincerity. She fought not the total

ruin ot that people, already reduced to the brink

ot defpair. The didates of true policy diifuaded

her
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A.c. 1712. j^ej- froui contributing to further conquefls in that

kingdom, which would have proved the Iburce of

contention among the allies, deprefled the houfe of

Bourbon below that ftandard of importance which"

the balance of Europe required it fhould maintain,

and aggrandize the flates-general at the expence of

Great Britain. As fhe had borne the chief burden

of the war, fhe had a right to take the lead, and

didate a plan of pacification -,
at leaft, fhe had a

right to confult the welfare of her own kingdom, in

delivering, by a feparate peace, her fubjefe from

thofe enormous loads which they could no longer
fuftain ; and fhe was well enough aware of her

own confequence, to think fhe could obtain advan-

tageous conditions:.

Such were the fentiments of the queen : and her

miniilers feem to have aded on the fame princi-

ples, though, perhaps, party-motives may have

meafumou ^^^P^^ ^o influence their condud. The allies con-

ftruaed by curred in oppofing with all their might any treaty
tfee allies, ^^^ch could not gratify their different views of

avarice, intereft, and ambition. They pradifed
a thoufand little artifices to intimidate the queen,
to excite a jealoufy of Lewis, to blacken the cha-

raders of her minifters, to raife and keep up a

dangerous ferment among her people, by which

hsr life and government were endangered. She

'could not fail to relent thefe efforts, which greatly

perplexed her meafures and obftruded her defign*

Her n-ynifters were fenfible of the dangerous predi-

cament in which they ilood. The queen's health

was much impaired •,
and the fuccefTor countenanc-

ed the oppofite fadion. In cafe of their fovereign's

death they had nothing to exped but profecution

and ruin for obeying her commands ; and they faw

no hope of fafety except in renouncing their prin-

ciples, and fubmitting to their adverfaries, or elfe

in taking fuch meafiKes as would haften the pacifi-

cation.
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cation, that the troubles of the kingdom might be ^' c. ^7»».

appealed, and the people be fatisfied with their

conducSt before death fnoiild deprive them of their

fovereign's protection. With this view they ad-

vii'ed her to fet on foot a private negotiation with

Lewis
',

to ilipulate certain anvantages for her own

fubjefts in a concerted plan of peace ; to enter inta

fuch mutual confidence with that monarch, as would

anticipate all clandeftine tranfadlions to her preju-

dice, and in lome meafure enable her to prefcribe
terms for her allies. The plan was judicioufly form-

ed, but executed with too much precipitation.

The flipulated advantages were not fuch as fhe had
a right to demand and infill upon ; and, without

all doubt, better might have been obtained, had
not the obftinacy of the allies abroad, and the vio-

lent conduct of the Whig faclion ac home, obliged
the minifters to relax in lome material points, and
haften the conclufion of the treaty.
The articles being privately regulated between

the two courts of London and Verfailles, the Eng-
li(h plenipotentiaries at Utrecht were furniflied with

general powers and inftrudions, being ignorant of

the agreement which the queen had made with the

French monarch touching the kingdom of Spain,
which was indeed the bafis of the treaty. This Death of the

lecret plan oi negotiation, hov/ever, had well his ion,
'

fiigh been deftroyed by fome unforefeen events

that were doubly affliding to Lewis. The dauphin
had died of the fmall pox in the courfe of the pre-

ceding year, and his title had been conferred upon
his fon the duke of Burgundy, who now expired on
the laft day of February, fix days after the death of

his wife, Mary Adelaide of Savoy. The parents
were foon followed to the grave by their eldeii off-

fpring the duke of Britanny, in the fixth year of
his age •,

fo that, of the duke of Burgundy's chil-

dren, none remained alive but the duke of Aryou,
2 ' th«
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A.c. tyii. thfe prefent French king, who was at that time s

fickly infant. Such a feries of calamities could

not fail of being extremely fhocking to Lewis in

"his old age j
but they were ftili m.ore alarming to

the queen of England, who fav/ that nothing but.

the precarious life of an unhealthy child divided

the two monarchies of France and Spain, the union

'of which flie refolvcd by all polTible means to pre-
'vent. She therefore fent the abbe Gualtier to

Paris, with a memorial, reprefenting the danger
to which the liberty of Europe would be expoJ'ed
fhould Philip aicend the throne of France : and

demanding, that hl« title fhould be transferred to

his brother the duke of Berry, in confequence of

his pure, fimple, and voluntary renunciation.

Mean while the French plenipotentiaries at

Utrecht v/ere prevailed upon to deliver their pro-

pofals in writing, under ti^e name of fpecific offers,

which the alUes received with indignation. They
were treated in En9;land with univerfal fcorn. Lord

Hailifax, in the houfe of peers, termed them trifling,

arrogant, and injurious to her maiefty and her allies :

an addrefs was prefented to the queen, in which they

exprefied their refentment againft the infolence of

France, and promifed to aiiiii: her with all their

power in profecuting the war, until afafe and ho-

nourable peace Hiould be obtained. The plenipo-
tentiaries of the allies were not lefs extravagant m

'their fpecific demands, than the French had been

arrogant in their offers. In a word, the miniders

feemed to have been aflembled at L^rrecht, rather

to ftart new difficulties and widen the breach, than

to heal animofides, and concert a plan of pacifica-

tion. They amufed one another with fruitlefs con-

ferences, while the queen of Great- Britain endea-

voured to engage the fiates- general in her mea-

fures, that they might treat with France upon mo-
derate

6
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derate terms, and give law to the reft of the allies, a, c. i;**.

She departed from Ibme of her own pretenfions* in

order to gratify them with the podeffion of fome
towns in Flanders. She contented to their being
admitted into a participation of fome advantages in

commerce ; and ordered the Enghfli miniders at

the congrefs to tell them, that fhe would take her

meafures according to the return they fl^iould

make on this occafion. Finding them ilili obfti-

nately attached to their firft chimerical prelimina-

ries, llie gave them to underfland, that all her

oifers for adjufting the differences were founded

upon the exprefs condition. That they fliould come
into her meafures, and co-operate with her openly
and fmcerely ; but they had made fuch bad returns

to all her condefcenfion towards them, that llie

looked upon herfelf as releafed from all engage-
ments. The miniders of the allies had infiited T^^ *^"^^-''

Upon a written anlwer to their Ipecinc demands;, Philip's rs-

and this the French plenipotentiaries declined, un-
^ f"hec!o\-

til they ihould receive freili inftrudlions from their cf France.

mafter. Such was the pretence for fufpending the

conferences
-,
but the real bar to a final agreemiCnt

between England and France, was the delay of

Philip's renunciation, which, at length, however,
arrived ; and produced a cefTation of arms.

In the mean time the duke of Orrnond, who was DukeofOr-

now invefted with the fuprcme command cf the

Britilli forces, received a particular order, that he Br,ti/h

fhould not hazard an engagement. Lewis had al-

ready undertaken for the compliance of his grand-
Ion. Refiedling on his own great age, ht was
fliocked at the profpedb of leaving his kingdom in-

volved in a pernicious war during a minority; and
determined to procure a peace at all events. The
queen, knowing his motives, could not help be-

lieving his proteftations, and refolved to avoid a

battle, the ilfue of which might have confiderably

monQ com-
mands the

altered
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A. c. 2712. altered the fituation of affairs, and confequently re-

tarded the conclufion of the treaty. Preparations
haS been made for an early campaign. In the be-

ginning of March the earl of Albemarle having
afiembled a body of thirty-fix battalions, marched

towards Arras, which he reduced to an heap of

alhes by a moft terrible cannonading and bombard-

ment. In May the duke of Ormond conferred

with the deputies of the ftates- general at the Hague,
and affured them he had orders to a6l vigoroufly
in the profecution of the war. He joined prince

Eugene at Tournay ; and on the twenty-fixth day
of May the allied army pafllng the Schelde, en-

camped at Hafpre and Solemnes. The Imperial

general propofed, that they fhould attack the French

army under Villars ; but by this rime the duke was

reftrained from hazarding fiege or battle : a cir-

cumftance well known to the French commander,
who therefore abated of his ufual vigilance. It

could not be long concealed from prince Eugene
and the deputies, v/ho forthwith difpatched an ex-

prefs to their principals on this fubje6l, and after-

wards prefented a long memorial to the duke, re-

prefenting the injury which the grand alliance

would fuftain from his obedience to fuch an order.

He feemed to be extremely vineafy at his fituation ;

and, in a letter to fecretary St. John, exprefTed a

defire that the queen would permit him to return

to England.

He is re.
Frincc Eugcnc, notwithilanding the queen's

ftufted order, which Ormond had not yet formally de-

agTnftlh? clared, invefted the town of Quefnoy, and the duke

cflemy fumifhed towards this enterprize icvtn battalions

and nine fquadrons of the foreign troops main-

tained by Great-Britain. The Dutch deputies art

Utrecht expoftulating with the bifhop of Briftol

upon the duke's refufing to adt againit the enemy,
that prelate tolj them, that he had lately received

ssa
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ali expfefs with a letter from her majelly, in which ^* ^- '7^»-

(he comptained, that as the frates-general had^ot
properly aniV/cied her advances, they ought not

to be lurprifcd, if ihe thought herfelf at liberty to

enter into feparate meafures, in order to obtain a

peace for her own convcniency. When they remon-
Itrated againft fuch condud, as contradictory to

all the alliances fublifting between the queen and
the ftates- general, the billiop declared his inftruc-

tions further imported, that confidering the con-

duct of the ilates towards her majefty, fhc thought
herfelf diiengaged from all alliances and engage-
ments with their high mightineffes. The ftates

and the minifiers of the allies v/ere inflantly in

commotion. Private meafures were concerted

with the elector of Hanover, the landgrave of

HeiTe-CafTel, and fome other princes of the em-

pire, concerning the troops belonging to thofe

powers, in the pay of Great Britain. The ftates-

general wrote a long letter to the queen, and or-

dered their envoy at London to deliver it into her

own hand. Count Zinzendorf the emperor's ple-

nipotentiary difpatched expreffes to his mafter, to

prince Eugene, and to the Imperial ambafTador at ,

London. The queen held a council at Kenfmgton
upon the fubject of the letter ; and a frcfh order

was fent to the duke of Ormond, diredling him to

concur with the general of the allies in a fiege.

. On the twenty-eighth day of May, lord Halli-
J^^^'J^^'^^^

fax, in the houfe of peers, defcanted upon the ill loi^s on this

confequences of the duke's refufing to co-operate
^'''

'^""^
'

with prince Eugene •,
and moved for an addrefs,

defiring her majelty would order the general to a6l

ofrenfively, in concert with her allies. The trca-

furer cbferved it was prudent to avoid a battle on

the eve of a peace, efpecially con fide ring they had

to do v/ith an enemy fo apt to break his word. The
earl of Wharton replied, this was a ftrong rtafon

NuMB.XCIll. H for
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A. c. 1712, for keeping no meafures with fuch an enemy. When

Oxfiprd declared, that the duke of Ormond had re-

ceived orders to join the allies in a fiege, the duke

of Marlborough affirmed, it was impofTible to carry

on a fiegc without either hazarding a battle, in cafe

the enemy fliould attempt to reheve the place, or

fhamefully abandoning the enterprize. The duke

ofArgyle having declared his opinion, that fmce

the time of Julius C^far there had not been a

greater captain than prince Eugene of Savoy, ob-

ierved, that confidering the diiferent interefts of

the houfe of Auftria and of Great Britain, it might
not confifb with prudence to truft him with the ma-

nagement of the war, becaufe a battle won or loft-

might intirely break off a negotiation of peace,

which, in all probability, v/as near being conclud-

ed. He added, that two years before, the confe-

derates might have taken Arras and Cambray, in-

ftead of amufing themfelves with the infignificant

conquefts of Aire, Bethune, and St. Vienant. The
duke of Devonfnire faid, he was, by proximity of

blood more concerned than any other in the repu-
tation of the duke of Ormond

-,
and therefore could

not help cxpreffing his furprize, that any one would
dare to make a nobleman of the firft rank, and of

fo diilinguiHied a charader, the inftrument of fuch

proceedings. Earl Pawlet anfwered, that no body
could doubt the duke of Ormond's courage ; but

he was not like a certain general, who led troops
to the flaughter, to caufe a great number of officers

to be knocked on the head, that he might fill his

pockets by difpofmg of their commiffions. The
duke of Marlborough was fo deeply affedled by
this refieAion, that though he fuppreffed his re-

fentment in the houfc, he took the firft opportunity
to fend lord Mohun to the earl with a melTage, im-

porting, that he fliould be glad to come to an ex-

planation'
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planation with his lordfhip about ibme exprcfliOii.^
•'^•^- '712-

he had ufed in that day's debate ;
and dcfirin^^ his

company to take the air in the country. The earl

underilood his meanings but could not conceal his

emotion from, the obiervation of his lady, by whole

means the allair was communicated to the earl of

Dartmouth fecretary of itate. Two centinels were

immediateiy placrd at hislordfhip's gate^ the queen,

by the canal of lord Dartmouth, defired the duke

of Marlborough would proceed no farther in the

quarrel : and he aluired her he vv-ould pundualiy

obey her majelty's con^mands. The earl of Ox-

ford aifured the houfe, that a feparate peace was

never intended : that iuch a peace would be lb

bafe, lb knavifh, and fo villainous, that every one

who ferved the queen knew they mud anfv/er it with

their heads to the nation ; but that it would appear
to be a fafe and glorious peace, much more to the

honour and intereft of the nation than the firft pre-
liminaries infilled upon by the allies. The quellion

being put for adjourning, the debate was carried in

the affirmative
•,
but twenty lords entered a proteft.

The earl of Strafiord,who hadreturnedfrom Holland,

propofed that they Iliould examine the negotiations of

the Hague and Gertriiydenbeig, before they con-

fidered that of Utrecht. He obferved, tnat in the

former negotiations the French miniflers had con-

ferred only with the penfionary, who communi-

cated no more of it to the minifters of the aliies

than what was judged proper to let them know : fo

that the Dutch were abiblute mailers of the fecret.

He afferted, that the flates- general had confcnted

to give Naples and Sicily to king Philip : a circum-

itance which proved that the recovery of the whole

Spanifh monarchy was looked upon as impradlica-

ble. He concluded with a motion for an addrelii

to her ma;eily, defiring, that the papers relating

to the neo-otiaticns of the Hague and Gertruvden-

11 2 birg,
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A.c. lyii-berg, fhovild be layed before the houfe. This was

carried without a divifion.

Loyal ad- III the houle of commons Mr. Pulteney moved
"^^^^

for an addrefs, acquainting her majeiiy, that

her faithtul commons were jultiy aiarmed at

the intelligence rectived from abroad, that her

general in Flanders had declined ading olTen-

fively againft France in concurrence with her

allies
•,
and befought her majelly, that he might re-

ceive fpeedy inflruftions to proiecute the war with

the utmoft vigour. This motion was rejedred by a

great majority. A certain member having in-

fmuated, than the prelent negotiation had been

carried on in a clandeiline and treacherous manner,
Mr. fecretary St. John laid, he hoped it would not

be accounted treachery to a6l for the good and ad-

vantaoje of Great-Britain : that he gloried in the

fmall fhare he had in the tranfadion
•,
and what-

ever cenfure he might undergo for it, the bare fa-

tisfadion of ading in that view, would be a luffi-

cient recomptnce and comfort to him during the

whole courfe of his life. The houfe refolved, That

the commons had an intire confidence in her ma-

jefly's promife to commaunicate to her parhament
the term.s of the peace before it fnould be conclud-

ed : and, That they would fupport her againft all

fuch perfons either at home or abroad as fhould

endeavour to obitrud it. The queen thanked them

heartily for this refokuion, as being dutiful to her,

honeil to their country, and very feafonable at a

time when fo many artifices were ufed to obilru(5l a

good peace, or to force one diiadvantageous to

Britain. They likewile prelented an addrels, de-

firing, they niight have an account of the nego-
tiations andtranfactions at the Hague andGertruy-

"denbsrg, and know who were then employed as

her majefty's plenipotentiaries.

The
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The miniftry forefteing, that Philip would not -'^•'- '7-^"

willingly relign his Jiopes of lucceeding to the

crown of France, propofed an alti rnative, that, in

caie of his preferring his expedation of the crown
of France to the preient polTefTion of Spain, this

kingdom, with the Indies, fliould be forthwith

ceded to the duke of Swoy •,
and Philip in the

mean time fhouid pOiTefs the duke's hereditary do-

minions and the kingdom of Sicily, together with

the Montferrat and Mantua \
lall which territories

fliouid be annexed to France at Philip's fucceflioa

to that crown, except Sicily, which fhouid revert

to the houfe of Aultria. Lewis feemed to relifh ^'^.-i'''' p'-^-

I
• •• 1-11 • o J 1

mr:es!ore-

tnis expedient, wnich, however, Vv'as rejeccecl bynonncethe

Philip, who chofe to make the renunciation, rather ^'''"^*

than quit the throne upon which he was eftabliilied.

The queen demand<:d, that the renunciation Ihould

be ratified in the moil folemn manner by the ftates

of France
•,
but fhe afterwards waved this demand,

in confideration of its being regiilered in the diffe-

rent parliaments. Such forms a:e but (lender fe-

curities a;j,ainft the power, ambition, and interefts

of princes. The marquis de Torcy frankly owned,
that Philip's renunciation Vv'as in iti'elf void, as be-

ing contrary to the fundamental laws and confritu-

tion of the Fiench monarchv; but it Vv^as found

neceffary for the fatisfadlion of the Englifh people.

Every material article being now adjufted between
the two courts, particulaily thole relating to the

king of Spain, the commerce of Great-Britain, and
the delivery of Dunkirk, a fulpenfion of arms

prevailed in the Netherlands, and the duke of

Ormond a6led in concert with the marechal de

Villars.

On the fixth day of June the queen going to

the houfe of peers, communicated the plan of peace
to her parliament, according to the promile ihe

H j
iiad
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A. c. ,712. had made. After having premised, that the ma^

The queen ^^''^-g pt^^cc and war was the nndonbted prerogative
c;rnmuni- gf ^f^jg cfown, and hintcd at the difficulties which

p;an.f had arifen both from the nature of the affair, and
pfa.ftoh-r numberiefs obdrudions contrived by the. enemies
parJi.rne,.t, .. , V 1

• r
or peace, liie prccetocQ to enumerate the chier

articles to which both crowns had agreed, without,

however, concluding the treaty. She told them

ihe had fecured the proteftant iucceffion, which

France h.iid acknowledged in the ifrongeif terms;
and that the pretender would be removed from the

French dominions : that the duke of Anjou fliould

renounce for himfelf and his defendants ail claim

to the crown of France
•,

fo that the two mo-
narchies would be for ever divided. She obferved,
that the nature of this propoiai was fuch as would
execute itlelf : that it would be the intereft of Spain
to fuoport the renunciation : and in France, the

perfons entitled to the luccefTion of that crown upon
the death of the dauphin, were powerful enough to

vindicate their own right. She gave them to under-

Hand, that a tieaty of commerce between Eng-
land and France had been btrgun, though not yet

adjuiied ; but provifion was made, that England
Ihould enjoy the fame privileges that France grant-
ed to the moil favoured nation : that the French

kuMy had agreed to make an abfolute cefllon of the

idand of St. Lhriftopher's, which had hitherto been

divided between the two nations : that he had alfo

coniented to reftore the v/hoie bay and ftraits of

Hudfon ; to deliver the iQand of Newfoundland,
with Placentia; to cede Annapolis, with the reft

of Acadia or Nova Scotia-, to demolifh the fortifi-

cations of Dunkirk
•,

to leave England in pofTef-
fion of Gibraltar, Port-Mahon, and the whole

idimd of Minorca : that the trade to Spain in the

Weil- Indies mi^ht be fettled as it was in the reio;n

of
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his late catholic majefty : and, that Ihe had obtain- ^'^- v^"

ed for her fubjedts, the afTiento o; contract for fur-

nifliing the Spanifh Weft-Indies wich negroes for

the term of thirty years, in the ianie manner as it

had been enjoyed by the French. With rerpe6l
to the allies, fhe declared, that France offered to

make the Rhine the barrier of the empire •,
to yield

Brifac, Fort Kehl and Landau, and raze all the for-

treiTes both oh the other fide of the Rhine and in the

iilands of that river : that the proteftant intereft in

Germany would be re-fettled on the footing of the

treaty of Weftphalia : that the Sp.ini fh Nether-

lands, the kingdoms of Naples and Sardinia, the

dutchy of Milan, and the places belonging to Spain
on the coaft of Tulbany, might be yielded to his

Imperial majefty ; but the difpofition of Sicily was
not yet determined : that the demands of the ftates-

general with relation to commerce and the barrier

in the Low-Countries, would be granted with a

few exceptions, which might be compenfated by
other expedients : that no great progrels had yet
been made upon the pretenfions of Portugal ; but

that thofe of Pruffia would be admitted bv France

without much difficulty : that the difference be-

tween the barrier demanded by the duke ot Savoy
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and nine,

and that which France now offered, was very incon-

fiderable : that the elector Palatine ftiould main-

tain his prefent rank among the eledtors : and,

that France would acknowledge the eledoral dig-

nity in the houle of Hanover. Such were the

conditions which the queen hoped would make
fome amends to her fubjecSts for the great and un-

equal burden they had borne during the whole
courfe of the war. She concluded with faying,
ftie made no doubt but th,^ were fully perfuaded,
that nothing would be neglected on her part in the

FI 4 progrefs
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A.c. 1712. progrefs of this negotiation, to bring the peace tQ

an happy and fpeedy ifiiie ; and iht exprefied her

dependence upon the intire confidence and chear-

ful concurrence of her parliament.

toTme^"^ An addrefs of thanks and approbation was imme-
artkies.

diately voted, drawn up, and prefented to the

queen by the commons in a body. When the houfe

of lords took the fpeech into conlideration, the duke
of Marlborough afierted, that the meafures pur-
fued for a year paft were directly contrary to her

majefiy's engagements with the alhes : that they
fullied the triumphs and glories of her reign ; and
would render the Enghih name odious to all na-

tions. The earl of Strafford fiiid, that fome of

the aUies would not have lliewn luch backward-

nefs to a peace, had not they been perfuaded and

encouraged to carry on the war by a member of

that illuftrious aifembly, who maintained a fecret

correfpondence v/ith them, and fed them with

hopes that they would be fupported by a ftrong

party in England. In anfwer to this infinuation

againft Marlborough, lord Cowper obferved, that it

could never be fut^gefted as a crime in the meaneil

fubjed:, much leis in any member of that augufl

affembly, to hold correfpondence with the allies of

the nation ; fuch allies, efpecially, v/hofe interefl

her majefty had declared to be infeparable from her

own, in her fpeech at the opening of the feflion %

whereas it would be a hard niatter to juftify and
reccnciie either with our laws, or with the laws ot'

honour and jiiftice, the conducl of fome perfons,
in treating clandeftinely v/ith the common enemy,
without the participation of the alhes. Tim was a

frivolous argument. A correfpondence v/ith any

perfons whatfoever becomes criminal, when it tends

to fom.ent the divifions of one's country, and arm
the people againil their fovercign. If England had

. it
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it not in her power, without infringing the laws a. c. 1712.

of jollice and honour, to withdraw htrlelf from a

confederacy which Hie could no longer fupport,
and treat ior peace on her own bottom, then was

Ihe not an adcciate, but a Have to the alliance. The
td,Tl of Godolphin affirmed, that the trade to Spain
was fuch a trifle as deferved no confideration ; and

that it would continually diminilh until it fiiould

be intirely engroffed by the French merchants,

Notwithftanding thefe lemonflrances againil the

plan of peace, the m.ajority agreed to an addrels, -

in which they thanked the queen to:' her extraor-

dinary condeiccnfion in communicating thoie con-

ditions to her parliament •,
and exprefi'ed an intire

fatisfaclion v/ith her conducl. A motion was made
for a clauFe in the addrels, deiiring her majefty
would take fuch meafures in concert with her

allies, as might induce them to join with her in a

mutual guaranty. A debate enfued : the queftion
was put, and the claufe rejeded. Several noble-

men entered a proteil, which was expunged frora

the books of the hcufe by the decifion of the ma-

jority.

In the houfe of commons a complaint was exhi-

bited againft bifliop Fleetwood, who, in a preface
to four ferm.pns which he publifned, took occafion

to extol the laft miniftry, at the expence of the

prefent adminiilration. This piece was voted mia-

licious arxl faflious, tending to create dlfcord and

fedition amongil her majeily's fubjedts •,
and con-

demned to be burned by the hands of the common
hangman. They prefented an addrefs to the queen,

aiiuring her of the juft fenfe they had of the indig-

nity offered to her, by printing and publifhing a

letter from the flates^general to her majefty •,
and

defiring llie would id far refent fuch iniulcs as to

give no anfwer for the future to any letters or me-
morials that fhould be thus ufhered into the world

as
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A c. iTii-as inflammatory appeals to the public. Mr. Hamb-
Moticn for den nioved for an addrefs to her majefty, that Ihe

of^he'pro-'
^"^'O^^ld g^ve particular inuruifcions to her plenipo-

teftantiuc- tentlaries, that in the conclufion of the treaty of

LaeTin the pcace, the feveral powers in alliance with her nia-

iioufe of
jefcy might be guarantees for the proteftant fuccef-

eon^mons.
^^^^^ -^ ^^^ liluilrlous houfc of HanoVer. The

queilion being put, Vv-as carried in the negative.
Then the houfe refolved, That they had fuch con-

fidence in the repeated declarations her niajedy had
made of her concern for aimring to thefe king-
doms the proieftant fuccelTion as by law eilablifh-

ed, that they could never doubt her taking the

proper mealures for the fecurity thereof: that the

houfe would fupport her againfl faclion at home
and her enemies abroad ^ and did humbly befeech

Iier, that fne v/ould be pleafed to difcountenance

all thoie who fhouid endeavour to raife jealoufies
between her majefhy and her fubjedts : efpecially by
jnifreprefenting her good intentions for the welfare

of her people. The queen was extremely pleafed
with this relolution. When it was prefented, fhe

told them, that they had fhewn themfelves honeft

affertors of the monarchy, zealous defenders of the

conPdtution, and real friends to the proteftant fuc-

cefTion. She thought fhe had very little reafon to

countenance a compliment of iupererogation to a

prince who had caballed with the enemies of her

adminiftration. On the tv/enty firil: day of June
the queen clofed the feilion with a fpeech, expref-

fmg her fatisfaclion at the addrcfies and fupplies
fne had received

-, cbferving, that Ihould the treaty
be broke off, their burdens would be at ieafl con-

tinued, if not increafed ; that Britain would lofe

the prefent opportunity of improving her own com-

merce, and (rftabiilhing a real balance of power in

Europe : and, that though fome of the allies might
be gainers by a continuance of the war, the reft

would
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would fuffer in the common calamity. Notwith- a. c 17,1,

flanding the ferment of the people, which was

now rifen to a very dangerous pitch, addrefies ap-

proving the queen's conduct were prefented by the

city ot London, and all the corporations in the

kingdom that efpoufed the Tory interefl:. At this

junt;l:ure the nation was fo wholly poflbfTed by the

fpirit of party, that no appearance of neutrality or

moderation remained.

During thele tranra«5lions the trenches were open-
ed before Quefnoy, and the fiege carried on with

uncommon vigour under cover of the forces com-

manded by the duke of Ormond. This nobleman,

however, having received a copy of the articles

iigned by the marquis de Torcy, and frelh inilruc-

tions from the queen, fignified to prince Eugene
and the Dutch deputies, that the French king had The duke of

agreed to feveral articles demanded by the queen, ciamhtcln

as the foundation of an armiftice ;
and amongothers, r.o longer

to put the Englilh troops in immediate pofTeilion fiegeVf'^

of Dunkirk : that he could therefore no longer Uue^^oy-

cover the fiege of Quefnoy, as he was obliged by
his inilruclions to march with the BritiflT troops
and thofe in the queen's pay -,

and declare afufpen-
fion of arms as ibon as he fliould be polfeiTed of

Dunkirk. He expreffed his hope, that they would

readily acquiefce in thefe inftructions, as their con-

currence would a6l as the moil powerful motive to

induce the queen to take all polTibie care of their

interefts at the congrels ; and he endeavoured to

demondrate, that Dunkirk, as a cautionary town,
was a place of greater confequence to the allies

than Qiiefnoy. The deputies defired he would

delay his march five days, that they might have

time to conlult their principals, and he granted
three days without heiitation. Prince Eugene
obferved, that his marching off with the Britifn

troops and the foreigners in the queen's pay, would
leave
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he hoped thefe lad would not obey the duke's or-

der. He and the deputies had already tampered
v/ith their commanding ofiicers, who abfolutely

refuied to obey the duke of Ormond, alledging,
that they could not feparate from the confederacy
without exprefs diredl'ions from their mailers, to

whom they had difpatched couriers. An extraor-

dinary ailembly of the ftates was immediately fum-

moned to meet at the Hague. The minillers of

the allies were invited to the conferences. At

length, the princes, whofe troops v^ere in the pay of

Britain, affured them that they would maintain them

under the command of prince Eugene for one

month at their own expence, and afterwards fuf-

tain half the charge, provided the other half fliould

be defrayed fey the emperor and ftates-general.

The bifnop of Brillcl imparted to the other

plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, the concefiions which

France would make to the alhes
•,
and propofed a

fufpenfion of arms for two months, that they might
treat in a friendly manner, and adjuftthe dem.ands

of all the confederates. To this propofal they
made no other anfwer, but that they had no in-

ilructions on the fubjedt. Count Zinzendorf, the

firil Imperial plenipotentiary, prefented a memo-
rial to the ftates- general, explaining the dangef
that would refult to the common caufe from acef-

fation of arms; and exhorting them to perfevere in

their generous and vigorous refolutions. He pro-

pofed a renewal of the alliance for recovering the

Spanifh monarchy to the houfe of Auflria, and a

certain plan for profecuting the war with redoubled

ardour. Prince Eugene, in order to dazzle the

confederates with feme bold enterprize, detached

major general Groveilein with fifteen hisndred ca-

valry, to penetrate into the heart of France. This

officerj about the middle of June, advanced into

Cham-
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Champagne, paifed the Noire, the Maefe, the a. c. 1712,

Mofelie, and the Saar, and retired to Traerbach irruption

with a rich booty, and a ereat number of hollages, i"to
France

after having extorted contributions as far as the crovedein.

gates of Metz, ravaged the country, and reduced

a great number of villages and towns to alhes.

Tiie coniiernation produced by this irruption
reached the cicy of Paris : the kmg of France did

not think hirnfeif fafe at Verfajile? with his ordinary

guards : all the troops in the neighbourhood of the

capital were afTembled about the palace. Villars

lent a detachment after Groveflein as foon as he

underilood his cieflination
•,

but the other had

gained a day's march of the French troops, which
had the mortification to follow him fo dole, that

they found the flames ftill burning in the viUages
he had deftroyed. By way of retaliation, major-

general Paiteur, a famous French partizan, made
an excurfion beyond Bergen-op-zoom, and ravaged
the iiland of Tertole, belonging to Zealand.

The earl of Strafford having returned to Hol-

land, propofed a cefTation of arms to the flates-

general, by whom it was rejeded. Then he pro-'v

ceeded to the army of the duke of Ormond, w^here

he arrived in a few days after the reduflion of

Quefnoy, the garrifon of which were made pri-
foners of war on the fourth day of July. By this

time the officers of the foreign troops had a fecond J^^ ^^^.^^^'^

^
o I troops in

time refufed to obey a written order of the duke, Britifli pay

and fuch a fpirit of animofity began to prevail be- "^"cVwith

tween theEngliih and the allies, that it was judg- the duke of

cd abfolutely neceflary to effe<5l a fpeedy feparation.
^'"^°'^'^»

Prince Eugene relblved to undertake the fiege of

Landrecy : a defign is faid to have been formed by
the German generals to confine the duke, on pre-
tence of the arrears that were due to them ; and
difarm the Britifli troops, left they ihould join the

French army. In the mean time, a literary corre-

fpondence

7
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general, and the marechal de Villars. France hav-

ing confented to deliver up Dunkirk, a body of

troops was tran ("ported from England, under the

command of brigadier Hill, who took pofTeiTion
of the place on the feventh day of July, the French

garrilon retiring to Winoxberg. On the fixteenth

of the fame month prince Eugene marched from
his camp at Hafpre, and was followed by all the

auxiliaries in the Britifh pay, except a few batta-

lions of the troops of Holilein-Gottorp, and
Walef's regiment of dragoons belonging to the

ftate of Liege.

v^fiopro- Landrecy was immediately inverted, while the
cjaims a duke of Ormond with the Englifh forces removed

a lono
£j,^j^ Chateau-Cambrefis, and encamped at Avefnearm?.

le Seeg, proclaimed by lound of trumpet a celTa-

tion of arms for two months. On the fame day
the like armiitice was declared in the French army.
The Dutch were fo exafperated at the cefTation of

the Englifh troops, that the governors would not

allow the earl of Strafford to enter Bouchaine, nor

the Britifh army to pafs through Douay, though
in that town they had left great quantity of flores,

together with their general- hofpitai. Prince-

Eugene and the Dutch deputies, underHanding
that the duke of Ormond had begun his march to-

wards Ghent, began to be in pain for that city,

and fent count NafTau Woudenburg to him with

a written apology, condemning and difavowing the

conduct of the commandants of Bouchaine and

Douay -, but, notwithftanding thefe excufes, the

Englifh troops afterwards met with the fame treat-

ment at Tournay, Oudenarde, and Lifle : infults

which were refented by the whole Britifh nation,

and feizes The duke, hov/ever, purfued his march, and took

w'ec"^'^ pofiefTion of Ghent and Bruges for the queen of

England : then he reinforced the garrilon of Dun-

kirk,
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kirk, which he likevv'ife fupplied with artillery and^- ''^'-'

ammunition. His condu6t was no lels agreeable
to his Ibvereign than mortifying to the Dutch, who
never dreamed of leaving Ghent and Bruges in the

hands of the Eneli{"h, and were now tairly outwit-

ted, and anticipated by the motions and expedi-
tion of the Britilh general.
The lofs of the Britilh forces was foon feverely ^he aiHes

felt in the allied army. Vil^ars attacked a feparate
defeated at

body of their troops encamped at Denain, under

the command of the earl of Albemarle. Their

intrenchments were forced, and feventeen bat-

talions either killed or taken. The earl himfelf

and ail the furviving officers were made prifoners.

Five hundred waggons loaded with bread, twelve

pieces of brafs cannon, a large quantity of ammu-
nition and provifions, a great number of horfes,

and a confidei able booty fell into the hands of the

enemy -,
and this advantage they gained in fight of

prince Eugene, who advanced on the other lide of

the Schelde to fuftain Albemarle ; but the bridge
over that river was broke down by accident ; fo .

that he was prevented from lending the leaft aflif-

tance. Villars immediately invefted Marchiennes,
where the principal ftores of the allies were lodged.
The place was furrendered on the lafl day of July ;

and the garrifon, confiding of five thoufand men,
were conduced prifoners to Valenciennes. He
afterwards undertook the fiege of Douay -,

an en-

terprize, in confequence of v/hich prince Eugene
abandoned his defign on Landrecy, and marched
towards the French, in order to hazard anengage-
ment. The Hates, however, ,would not run the

rifque ^ and the prince had the mortification to fee

Douay reduced by the enemy. He could not even

. prevent their retaking Quefnoy and Bouchaine, of

which places they were in poffelTion before the

tenth day of October
•,

vvhile the allies enjoyed no

other
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conqueft of fortKnocque, which was furprifed by-

one oi' their partifans.

progrefsof Thc BritlAi miniders at the congrefs continued

^IceTlt' to prefs the Dutch and other allies to join in the

utrechr. armiftice ;
but they were deaf to the propofal, and

concerted meafures for a vigorous profecution of

the war. Then the earl of Strafford infifted upon
their admitting to the congrefs the plenipotentiaries

of king Phihp ; but he found them equally averfe

to this expedient. In the beginning of Augtifb

fecretary St.John, now created lord vifcountBohng-

brolce, was fent to the court of Verfailles incognito,

to remove all obllrud:ions to the treaty betv/een

England and France. He was accompanied by
' Mrt Prior and the abbe Gualtier, treated with the

moil diitinguiilied m.arks of relped, careffed by
the French king and the marquis de Torcy, with

whom he adjuited the principal interefts of the

duke of Savoy and the eledor of Bavaria. He
fettled the time and manner of the renunciations,

and agreed to a fufpenfion of arms by fea and land

for four months between the crowns of France

and England •,
v;hich was accordingly proclaimed

at Paris and London. This negotiation being

finiihed in a few days, Bohngbroke returned to

Eno-land, and Prior remained as refident at thij

court of France. The fcates-general breathed no-

thing but war : the penfionary Heinfius pronoun-
ced an oration in tKeir alfembly, reprefen ting the

impoiTibility
of concluding a peace without loling

the fruits of all the blood and treafure they had

expended. The conferences at Utrecht were in-

terrupted by a quarrel betv/een the domeftics of

Menager and thole of the count de Rechceren, one

of the Dutch plenipotentiaries.
The populace in-

fulted the earl of Strafford and the marquis del

Borgo, minifter of Savoy, whofe mailer was re-

ported
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ported to have agreed to the armiflice, Thefe-^*^* '71*.

obflrudions being removed, the conferences were

renewed, and the Biitifh plenipotentiaries exerted
all their rhetoric both in public and private to en-

gage the allies in the queen's meafures. The
duke of Savoy was prevailed upon to acquiefce in

the offers of France. Mr. Thomas Harley had
been fent ambaffador to Hanover, with a view to

perfuadc the eledor that it would be for his interefb

to co-operate with her majefty : but that princess
refolution was already taken. " Whenever it

"
fhall pleafe God (faid he) to call me to the-

*' throne of Britain, I hope to ad as becomes me
" for the advantage of my people : in the mean

time fpeak to me as to a German prince, and a

prince of the empire." Nor was fhe more fuc-

cefsful in her endeavours to bring over the king of
Pruflia to her fentiments. Lord Lexington was

appointed ambaffador to Madrid, where king Philip

folemnly fwore to obferve the renunciation, which
was approved and confirmed by the Cortez. The
Jike renunciation to the crown of Spain was after-

wards made by the princes of France : and Philip
was declared incapable of fucceeding to the crown
of that reahn. The court of Portugal held out

againft the remonftrances of England, until the

marquis Bay invaded that kingdom at the head of

twenty thoufand men, and undertook the iiege of

Campo-Major, and they found they had no longer

any hope of being affifted by her Britannic majefty.
The Portuguefe minifter at Utrecht figned the

fufpenfion of arms on the feventh day of Novem-
ber, and excufed this ftep to the allies, as the pure
effed of neceffity. The Englifh troops in Spain
were ordered to feparate from the army of count

Staremberg, and march to the neighbourhood of

Barcelona, where they were embarked on board of

N"". 93. I m
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Jennings, and tranfported to Minorca.

The campaign being at an end in the Nether-

lands, the duke of Ormond returned to England,
where the party- difputes were become more violent

than ever. The Whigs afFefed to celebrate the

anniverfary of the late king's birth-day in London
v/ith extraordinary rejoicings. Mobs were hired

by both fadions, and the whole city was filled with

riot and uproar. A ridiculous fcheme was con-

trived to frighten the lord-treafurer with fome
. fquibs in a band-box, which the miniflers magni-
fied into a Gonfpiracy. The duke of Hamilton

having been appointed ambaffador extraordinary
to the court of France, the Whigs were alarmed,
on the fuppofition that this nobleman favoured the

pretender. Some difpute arifmg between the duke
and lord Mohun on the fubjed: of a law-fult,

furnifhed a pretence for a quarrel. Mohun, who
had twice been tried for murder, and was counted

a mean tool, as well as the He6lor of the Whig
party, fent a melTage by general Macartney to the

duke, challenging him to fingle combat. The

principals met by appointment in Hyde park, at-

tended by Macartney and colonel Hamilton. They
^kon^an'd ^^^g^^ wlth fuch futy, that Mohun was killed upon
lord Mohun the fpot, and the duke expired before he could be

dudf
'^ ^

conveyed to his own houfe. Macartney difappear-

ed, and efcaped in difguife to the continent. Co-
lonel Hamilton declared upon oath before the

privy-council, that when the principals engaged,
he and Macartney followed their example : that

Macartney was immediately difarmed ; but the

colonel feeing the duke fall upon his antagonifl,
threw away the fwords, and ran to life him up :

that while he v/as employed in raifing the duke.

Macartney having taken up one of the fwords,

ftabbed
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ftabbed his grace over Hamilton's fhoulder, and a.c»i7w,

retired immediately. A proclamation was ilTued,

promiling a reward of five hundred pounds toi

thofe who (hould apprehend or difcover Macartney,
and the dutchefs of Hamilton offered three hun-

dred pounds for the fame purpofe. The Tories

exclaimed againil this event as a party-duel : they
treated Macartney as a cowardly afTafTm ; and af-

firmed, that the Whigs had potted others of the

fame ftamp all around Hyde-park, in cafe the duke
of Hamilton had triumphed over his antagonift,
and efcaped the treachery of Macartney. The

Whigs, on the other hand, afurm, that it was alto-

gether a private quarrel : that Macartney was in-

tireiy innocent of the perfidy laid to his charge :

that he afterwards fubmitted to a fair trial, at

which colonel Hamilton prevaricated in giving his

evidence, and was contradi<5led by the teilimony
of divers perfons who faw the combat at a diftance.

The duke of Marlborough hearing himfelf accufed Dnkecjf

^s the author of thofe party-miichiefs, and feeing
Maribo-

_hi 1
• rouch retlr4f»

IS enemies grow every day more and more im-to^hewn^

placable, thought proper to retire to the continent, ^ineau

whither he was followed by h's dutchefs. His

friend Godolphin had died in September, with the

general character of an able, cool, difpalHonate

minifler, who had rendered himfelf neceffary to

four fucceffive fovereigns, and managed the fin-

ances with equal (kill and integrity. The duke of

Shrewfbury was nominated ambaffador to France,

in the room of the duke of Hamilton : the duke

D' Aumont arrived at London in the fame quality

from the court of Veffailles ; and about the iarne

time the queen granted an audience to the marquis
dc Monteleone, whom Philip had appointed one

of his plenipotentiaries at the congrefs.

In vain had the Britifh minilters in Holland en-

deavoured to overcome the obftmacy of the ftates-

1 2 genera].
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ments. In vain did they reprefent, that the confe-

deracy againit France could be no longer fuppcrted
with any prolped of fuccefs : that the queen's aim

had been to procure reafonable terms for her allies;

but that their oppofitionto her meafures prevented
her from obtaining fuch conditions as fiie would

have a right to demand in their favour, were they
unanimous in their confultaticns. In November,
the earl of Strafford prefented a new plan of peace,
in which the queen promifed to infill upon France's

ceding to the ftates the city of Tournay, and fom«

other places, which they could not exped; to pofTcfs,

fliould llie conclude a feparate treaty. They now

began to waver in their councils. The firil tran-

sports of their refentment having fubfided, they

plainly perceived that the continuation of the war
would intail upon them a burthen which they could

not bear, efpecially fmce the duke of Savoy and

the kino; of Portugal had deferted the alliance : be-

fides, they were daggered by the affair of the new
barrier, lo much more advantageous than that

which France had propofed in the beginning of the

conferences. They were influenced by another

motive : namely, the apprehenfion of new mifchiefs

to the empire from the king of Sweden, whofe af-

fairs feemed to take a favourable turn at the Otto-

man Porte, through the interceffion of the French
monarch. The czar and king Auguftus had pene-
trated into Pomerania : the king of Denmark had
taken Staden, reduced Bremen, and laid Hamburgh
under contribution ; but count Steenbcck the

Swedifh general defeated the Danilh army in

Mecklenburg, ravaged Holilein with great bar-

barity, and reduced the town of Alrena to afhes.

The grand fignor threatened to declare war againft
the czar, on pretence that he had not performed
fome elTential articles of the late peace ,•

but hh
real
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real motive v/as an inclination tolupport the king a. c. i;ij,.

of Sweden. This difpofition, however, was de-

feated by a powerful party at the Porte, which was
averfe to war. Charles, who flill remained at Ben-

der, was defired to return to his own kingdom,
and given to underfland, that the fultan would pro-
cure him a fafe paiTage. He treated the perfon
who brought this intimation with the moil out-

rageous infolence, rejedled the propoial, fortified

his houfe, and refolved to defend himlejf to the

lail extremity. Being attacked by a confiderable

, body of Turkifn forces, he and his attendants

fought with the moil frantic valour. They flew

fome hundreds of the aflailants \ but, at lall, they
{ti fire to the houfe : fo that he was obliged to

furrender himfelf and his followers, who were ge-

nerally fold for flaves. He himfelf was conveyed
under a llrong guard to Adrianople. Mean while

the czar landed with an army in Finland, which
he totally reduced. Steenbock maintained himfelf

in Tonningen, until all his fupplies v/ere cut offj

and then he was obliged to diliver himfelf and his

troops prifoners of war. But this reverfe was not

forefeen when the Dutch dreaded a rupture be-

tween the Porte and the Mufcovites, and were

given to underfland, that the Turks would revive

the troubles in Hungary. In that cafe, they knew
the emperor v/ould recal great part of his troops
from the Netherlands, where the burden of the

war muft lie upon their fhoulders. After various

confukationsiin their different affernblies, they came g^Zv^1\^n

into the queen's m.eafures, and figned the barrier- ^^'^^ i)-^>ner-

treaty.
'

Then the plenipotentiaries of the four aflbciated

circles prefented a remonilrance to the Bridlh

niiniilers at Utrecht, imploring tne queen's inter-

pofition in their favour, that they might not be

left in the miferabk condition to \vhich they had

1 3 been
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to underfland, that if they fhould not obtain what

they defired, they themfelves v/ould be juftly
blamed as the authors of their difappointment ;

that they had been deficient in furnifhing their

proportion of troops and other neceflaries
-,

and

left the whole burden of the war to fall upon the

queen and the ilates in the Netherlands : that

when a celTation was judged necefiary, they had

deferted her majefty to iollow the chimerical projeds
of prince Eugene : that v/hile Ihe profecuted the

war with the utm.oil vigour, they had acted with

coldnefs and indifference , but when ihe inclined

to peace they began to exert themfelves in profe-

cuting hoftilities with uncommon eagernefs : that,

neverthelefs, flie would not abandon their interefts,

but endeavour to procure for them as good condi-

tions as their prepofterous condud would allow her

Jiies'^be-'^
to demand. Even the emperor's plenipotentiaries

come more began to talk in more moderate terms. Zinzen-
traaabie.

^^^^ declared, that his mafter was very well difpofed
to promote a general peace ; and no longer infilled

on a ceffion of the Spanifli monarchy to the houfe

of Auftria. Philip's miniiters, together with thofe

of Bavaria and Cologne, w^ere admitted to the

congrefs •,
and now the plenipotentiaries of Britain

acled as mediators for the rell of the allies.

The pacification between France and England
was retarded, however, by fome unforefeen difficul-

ties that arofe in adjufling the commerce and the

limits of the countries pofTefTed by both nations in

North-America. A long difpute enfued; and the

duke of Shrew^fbury and Prior held many confe-

rences with the French mjniftry : at length, it was

compromifed, though not much to the advantage
of Great-Britain J and the Enghfh plenipotenti-

aries received an order to ^lop. a feparate treaty*

They declared to the miniiters of the other powers,
that
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ready to fign their refpediive treaties on the

eleventh day of April, Count Zinzendorf endea-

voured to poflpone this tranfa6lion, until he fliould

be furnifhed with frefh inftruftions from Vienna ;

and even threatened that if the flates fliould fign
the peace contrary to his defire, the emperor
would immediately withdraw his troops from the

Netherlands. The miniiters of Great-Britain agreed
^^i-net.

with thofe of France, that his Imperial majeftyHare?
fhould have time to confider whether he would or

^^'i"^^''^'*

would not accept the propolais -,
but this time was rSS.

extended no farther than the firft day of Tune ; norlT^*
would they agree to a ceflation of arms during broke!

that interval. Mean while the peace with France The peace

was figned in different treaties by the
plenipotenti-"^^^^f'a^''ce

aries of Great -Britain, Savoy, Prufiia, Portugal, uTi^VtJ

and the ftates-general. On the fourteenth day o{
Yo\'iz:xx<u

the month the Bridfh plenipotentiaries delivered toTmdai.

count Zinzendorf in wridng,
" Offers and de- Se^a*

*' mands of the French king for making peace
Madbo-

*' with the houfe of Aullria and the empire."
'''"^^*

The court and the miniiters of the German

princes exclaimed againd the infolence of France,
which had not even beftowed the title of emperor
on Jofeph •,

but wanted to impofe terms upon
tkem with relation to the eledtors of Cologne and
Bavaria.

The treaties of peace and commerce between ^^-c. 171 3,

England and France being ratified by the queen
of England, the parliament was affembled on the

ninth day of April. The queen told them the

treaty was figned, and that in a few days the rati«

locations would be exchanged. She laid, what Ike

had done for the proteflant fuccefTion, and the per-
fect friendfhip fubfilling between her and the houfe

of Hanover, would convince thofe who wilked

well to both, and defired the quiet and fafety of

1 4 their
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them. She left it intirely to the hoiiie of com-
mons to determine what force mighc be neceffary
for the fecurity of trade by fea, and for guards and

garrifons.
" Make yourfcives fafe (faid fhe) and

"
I fhail be fatisfied. Next to the protedion of

*' the divine providence, I depend upon the loy-
*'

alty and affe6tion of my people. I want no
*' other guaranty." She recommended to their

protedion thofe brave men who had expofed their

lives in the ferviceof their country, and could not

be employed in time of peace. Sht defired they
would concert proper meafures for eafing the fo-

reign trade of the kingdom •,
for improving and

encouraging manufliclures and the fifhery •,
and for

employing the hands of idle people. She exprelTed
her difpleafure at the fcandalous and feditious libels

which had been lately publilhed. She exhorted

them to confider of new laws to prevent this licen-

tioufnefs, as well as for putting a flop to the im-

pious pradice of duelling. She conjured them to,

ufe their utmoft endeavours to calm the minds of

men at home, that the arts of peace might be cul-

tivated
',
and that groundlefs jealoufies contrived

by a fadion, and fomented by party-rage, might
not effed that which their foreign enemies could

not accomplifh. This was the language of a pious,

candid, and benevolent fovereign, who loved her

fubjeds with a truly parental affection. The par-
Both hrufes iiament confidered her in that light. Each houfe

ment'con- ptefented her with a warm addrefs of thanks and
gratuiate conffratulation, exprefTmff in particular, their in-
the queen .

, ,
,

,

^
,

^ ^
^ ^ ^^ .

I, 'nthe violaole attachment to the proteitant iucceinon m
peace. ^hc illuflnous houfc of Hanover. The ratifica-

tions of the treaty being exchanged, the peace was

proclaimed on the fifth of May, v/ith the ufual ce-

remonies, to the inexprelTible joy of the nation in

general i and it was about this period, that the

3 chevalier
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chevalier de St George conveyed a printed re--^. -^i^^it

monftrance to the minifters at Utrecht, Iblemnly

protefting againfl all that might be llipulated to

his prejudice. The commons, in a fecond addrefs, i

had beibught her majefty to communicate to the .

houfe in due time the treaties of peace and com-

merce with France ; and now they were produced

by Mr. Benlbn chancellor of the exchequer.

By the treaty of peace the French king obliged
himfeif to abandon the pretender, acknowledge the

queen's title and the protellant fucceffion ; to raze.,

the fortifications of Dunkirk within a limited time,
*

on condition of receiving an equivalent : to cede

Newfoundland, Hudfon's-bay, and St. Chriilo- Subftanceof

pher's, to England ; but, the French were left in
^"i^iJ'p'^^,^

poflellion of Cape Breton, and at liberty to dry
their fifh on Newfoundland. By the treaty of com-

merce a free trade was eilabliilied, according to

the tariff of the year one thoufand fix hundred and

fixty-four, except in fome commodities that were

fubje6ted to new regulations in the year fixteen

hundred and ninety-nine. It was agreed, That no .

other duties fhould be impofed on the productions
of France imported into England, than thofe that

were layed on the fame commodities from other

countries ; and, That commifTaries ihould meet at

London to adjuft all matters relating to com-

merce : as for the tiariff with Spain, it was not yet

finillied. It was flipulated. That the emperor
fhould pofTefs the kingdom of Naples, the dutchy
of Milan, and the Spanifli Netherlands. That itiff-

duke of Savoy fhould enjoy Sicily, with the title of

king : That the fame title, with the ifland of Sar-

dinia, fhould be allotted to the ele6l:or of Bavaria,

as an indemnification for his lolTes : That the ilates-

general fhould redore Lifle and its dependencies :

and, That Namur, Charleroy, Luxemburg, Ypres,
and Nev/port, (liould be added to the other places

they
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jj^gy already pofTefTcd in Flanders. That the king
of Pruflia Ihould have Upper Giieldres, in lieu of

Orange and the other eftates belonging to that

family in Franche Comte. The king of P©rtiigal
was fatisfied ; and the firft day of June was fixed

as the period of time granted to the emperor for

confideration.

-.. . ^. A day beinp; appointed by the commons to de-

to the treaty liberate upon the treaty or commerce, veryjuft
and weighty objedlions were made to the eighth
and ninth articles, importing. That Great-Britain

and France fhould mutually enjoy all the privi-

leges in trading with each other, that either grant-
ed to the moft favoured nation

-,
and that no higher

cuftoms fhould be exadled from the commodities
of France, than thofe that were drav/n from the

fame productions of any other people. The ba-

lance of trade having long inclined to the fide of

France, fevere duties had been laid on all the pro*
dudlions and manufa6luFes of that kingdom, fo as

almoft to amount to a total prohibition. Some
members obferved, that, by the treaty between

England and Portugal, the duties charged upon
the wines of that country, were lower than thofe

layed upon the wines of France : that fliould they
now be reduced to an equality, the difference of

freight was fo great, that the French wines would
be found much cheaper than thofe of Portugal ;

and, as they were more agreeable to the tafte of
the nation in general, there would be no market
for the Portuguefe wines in England : that fhould

this be the cafe, the Englifh would lofe their trade

with Portugal, the mofl advantageous of any
traffic which they now carried on : for it confumed
a great quantity of their manufactures, and re-

turned a yearly fum of fix hundred thou!*and pounds
in gold. Mr. Nathaniel Gould, formerly gover-
nor of the bank, affirmed^ that as France had^ fince

the
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the revolution, encouraged woollen manufaflures,
A- ^' '7*3.

-

and prepared at home leveral commodities which

formerly they drew from England ^ fo the EngUfli
had learned to make filk ftufFs, paper, and all man-

ner of toys formerly imported from France : by
which means, an infinite number of artificers was

employed, and a vaft fum annually faved to the

nation : but thefe people would now be reduced

to beggary, and that money loft again to the

kingdom, ihouid French commodities of the fame

kind be imported under ordinary duties, becaufe

labour was mAich cheaper in France than in Eng-
land, confequenly the Bridfh manufactures would

be underfold and ruined. He urged, that the ruin

of the filk manufacture would be attended with

another difadvantage. Great quantities of woollen

cloths were vended in Italy and Turky, in confe-

quence of the raw filk which the Englifh mer-

chants bought up in thofe countries ; and, fliould

the filk manufadure at home be loft, thofe markets

for Britifii commodities would fail of courfe. Others

alledged, that if the articles of commerce had been

fettled before the Englifii troops feparated from

thofe of the confederates, the French king would

not have prefumed to infift upon fuch terms, but

have been glad to comply with more moderate con-

ditions. Sir William Wyndham refledled on the

late miniftry, for having neglecTced to make an ad-

vantageous peace when it was in their power. He
faid, that Portugal would always have occafion for

the woollen manufa6lures and the corn of Eng-
land, and be obliged to buy them at all events.

After a violent debate, the houf-^ refolved, by a

great majority. That a bill fiiould be brought in

to make good the eighth and ninth articles of the

treaty of commerce with France. Againft thefe

articles, however, the Portuguefe minifter prefented

^ memorialj declaring, that ftiould the duties on

French
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thole that were layed on the v/ines of Portugal, his

matter would renew the prohibition of the woollen

manufacbures, and other produds of Great- Bri-

tain. Indeed all the trading part of the nation ex-

clained againft the treaty of commerce, which feems

to have been concluded in a hurry, before the mi-

niilers fully underilood the nature of the fubje6t.
This precipitation was owing to the fears that their

endeavours after peace v/ouid mifcarry, from the

intrigues of the Whig faction, and the obltinate

oppofition of the confederates.
• The commons having granted an aid of two

fhiliings in the pound, proceeded to renew the

duty on malt for another year, and extended this

tax to the whole ifland, notwithHanding the warm
remonflrances of the Scottilh members, who repre-
fented it as a burden which their country could

the rn^ai^" ROt bear. They infifted upon an exprefs article of
tax for the union, ftipulating, That no duty fbould be

layed on the malt in Scotland during the war,
which they affirmed was not yet finifbed, inafmuch

as the peace v/ith Spain had not been proclaimed.

During the adjournment of the parliament, on ac-

count of the Whitfun- holidays, the Scots of both

houfes laying afide all party-diilin6lions, met and
deliberated on this fubjcd. They deputed the duke
of Argyle, the earl of Mar, Mr. Lockhart, and
Mr. Cockburne, to lay their grievances before the

queen. They repreiented, that their countrymen
bore with impatience the violation of fome articles

of the union
•,
and that the impofition of fuch an

infupportable burden as the malt- tax, would in all

probability prompt them to declare the union dif-

fclved. The queen, alarmed at this remonftrancc,

anfwered, that Ihe vyjflied they might not have

caufe to repent of fuch a precipitate refolution ;

but ihe would endeavour to make all things eafy.

On
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On the firil day of June^ the carl of Findlater, in ^'^' ^7^2,

the houfe of peers, reprelented that the Scottilli

nation was aggrieved in many inilances : that they
were deprived of a privy- council i lubje6bed to the

Englilli laws in cafes of treafon j that their nobles

were rendered incapable of being created Britifli

peers : and that now tliey were opprefled with the

infnpportable burden of a malt- tax, when they had
reafon to exped; they fhould reap the benefits of

peace : he therefore moved, that leave might be

given to bring in a bill for diiTolving the union,
and fecuring the protellant fuccelTion in the houfe

^i c f

of Hanover. The lord North and Grey affirmed, tifla lords'

that the complaints of the Scots were groundlefs ; "|,7tVdif*

that the dillolution of the union was impradlica- foivsthe

ble ; and he made fome farcaflic reflections on the ""^^"'

poverty of that nation. He was anfwered by the

earl of Eglington, who admitted the Scots were

poor, and therefore unable to pay the malt-tax.

The earl of Hay, among other pertinent remarks

upon the union, oblerved, that when the treaty
was made, the Scots took it for granted that the

parliament of Great- Britain would never load them
with any impofition that they had reafon to believe

grievous. The earl of Peterborough compared the

union to a marriage. He faid, that though Eng-
land, who muft be fuppofed the hufband, might

•

in fome inftances prove unkind to the lady, Ihe

ought not immediately to fuc for a divorce, the

rather becaufe fhe had very much mended her for-

tune by the match. Hay replied, that marriage
was an ordinance of God : and the union no more
than a political expedient. The other affirmed,
that the contradl could not have been more folemn,

unlefs, like the ten commandments, it had com.e

from heaven : he inveighed againfl the Scots as a

people that would never be fatisfied ; that would
have all the advantages refulting from the union,

but
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they had received more money from England than

the amount of all their eilates. To thefe animad-

verfions the duke of Argyle made a very warm re-

ply.
" I have been refleded on byTome people

*'
(faid he) as if I was difgufted and had changed

" fides ; i3ut I defpife their perfons, as much as I

*' undervalue their judgment." He urged, that

the malt-tax in Scotland was like taxing land by
the acre throughout England, becaufe land was

worth five pounds an acre in the neighbourhood
of London, and would not fetch fo many fhiJlings

in the remote counties. In like manner, the Eng-
lilh malt was valued at four times the price of that

which was made in Scotland ; therefore the tax in

this country mull be levied by a regiment of dra-

goons. He owned he had a great fhare in making
the union, with a view to fecure the proteftant
fuccelTion ; but he was now fatisfied this end might
be anfwered as effectually if the union was diffolv-

ed ; and, if this flep fhould not be taken, he did

did not exped long to have either property left in

Scotland, or liberty in England. All the Whig
members voted for the diiTolution of that treaty

-which they had fo eagerly promoted ; while the

Tories flrenuoufly fupported the meafure, againft
which they had once argued with fuch vehemence.

In the courfe of the debate, the lord-treafurer ob-

ferved, that although the malt- tax were impofed,
it might be afterwards remitted by thecrown. The
earl of Sunderland exprefTed furprize at hearing
that noble lord broach a dodrine which tended to

eflablifh a defpotic difpenfing power and arbitrary

government. Oxford replied, his family had never

been famous, as fome others had been, for pro-

modng and advifing arbitrary meafures. Sunder-

land confidering this exprefTion as a farcafm levelled

at the memory of his father, took occafion to vin-

dicate
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dicate his condndt
-, adding, that in thofe days the A.c. zjtj,

other lord's family was hardly known. Much
violent altercation was difcharged. At length the

motion for the bill was rejeded by a fmall majority,
and the malt-bill afterwards palTed with great dif-

ficulty.

Another bill being brought into the houfeof

commons, for rendering the treaty of commerce
effedlual, fuch a number of petitions were delivered

againft it, and fo many folid arguments advanced

by the merchants who were examined on the fub-

jed, that even a great number of Tory members
were convinced of the bad confequence it would

produce to trade, and voted againft the miniftry oa
this occafion ; fo that the bill was reje^ed by a ma-

jority of nine voices. At the fame time, however,
the houfe agreed to an addrefs, thanking her ma-

jefly for the great care fhe had taken of the fecurity
-

and honour of her kingdoms in the treaty of

peace ; as alfo for having layed fo good a founda-

tion for the intereft of her people in trade. They
likewife befought her to appoint commiflioners to

treat with thofe of France, for adjufting fuch mat-
ters as Ihould be neceflary to be fettled on the fub-

jedl of commerce, that the treaty might be ex-

plained and perfeded for the good and welfare of

her people. The queen interpreted this addrefs

into a full approbation of the treaties of peace and

commerce, and thanked them accordingly in the

warmefl terms of fatisfadlion and acknowledgment.
The commons afterwards defired to know what AdaVen> of

equivalent Ihould be given for the demolition of ^^*^ *^°"»-

Dunkirk; and fhe gave them to underftand, that jadngtV'

this was already in the hands of his mofl chriflian ^^^ir^^-

majefly : then they befought her that fhe would
not evacuate the towns of Flanders that were in

her pofTeffion, until thofe who were intitled to the

fovereigntj
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agree to fuch articles for regulating trade as might

piace the fubjeds of Great-Britain upon an equal

footing with thofe of any other nation. The

queen made a favourable anfwer to all their remon-

ftrances. Such were the fteps taken by the par-

liament during this feflion, with relation to the fa-

mous treaty of Utrecht, againft which .the Whigs
fo violently exclaimed, that many v/eli-meaning

people believed it would be attended with the im-

mediate ruin of the kingdom : yet, under the

Ihadovv of this very treaty, Great Britain enjoyed

along term of peace and tranquility. Bifhop Bur-

net was heated with an enthufiailic terror of the

houfe of Bourbon. He declared to the queen in

private, that any treaty by which Spain and the

Weft-Indies were left in the hands of king Philipj

muft in a little time deliver all Europe into the

hands ofFrance : that if any fuch peace was made,
the queen was betrayed and her people ruined :

that in lefs than three years fhe ^you•id be murder-

ed, and the fires would blaze again in Smithfield.

This prelate lived to fee his prognoilic difap-^

pointed -,
therefore he might have luppreiTed this

anecdote.

On the twenty-fifth day of June, the queen fig-

hified, in a meffage to the houfe of commons, that

her civil lift was burdened with fome debts incurred

by feveral articles of extraordinary expence ; and

that (lie hoped they would impower her to raife

fuch a fum of money upon the funds for that pro-

vifion, as w^ould be fufHcient to difcharge the in-

cumbrances, which amounted to five hundred thou-

,
fand pounds. A bill was immediately prepared

for railing this fum on the civii-liit revenue, and

pafted through both houfes with fome dilHculty.

Both lords and commons addrefled the queen con-

cerning
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terning the chevalier de St. George, who had re- a.c. 1713.

paired to Lorrain. They defired Ihe would prcis
the duke of that namis, and all the princes and

ftates in amity with her, to excKide from their do-

ininions the pretender to the Imperial crown of

Great Britain. A pubhc thankfo-ivinsr for the ^'"°'^"" ^^

/ 1 , , J
•

1 r parties m
peace was appointed and celebrated witn great fo- En^iiand,

lemnity \ and, en the fixtecnth day of July, the

queen ciofed the feffion with a fpeecb, which wf.s

not at all agreeable to the violent Vvhigs, becaufe

it did not contain one Avord about the pretender
and the protedant fuccefnon. From thefe omif-

fions they concluded, that the dictates of natural

afFedion had bialTed her in faycur of the chevalier

de St. Georo-e. Whatever fentiments of tender-

nefs and compafTion fiie niicrht feel for that unfor-

tunate exile, the acknowledo^ed fon of her own fai

ther, it does not appear that fne ever entertained a

thought of altering the fuccefTion as by lav/ efca-

bliihed. The term of Sacheverel's fufpenficn be-

ing expired, extraordinary rejoicings v/ere made

upon the occafion. He was defired to preach be-

fore the houfe of comm.ons, who thanked him for

his fermon -,
and the queen promote^ him to the

rich benefice of St. Andrew's Kolborn. On the

other hand, the duk^ D'Aumont, ambaiiador from

France, was infuked by the populace. Scurrilous

ballads were publifhed againfl: him, both in the

Enghfli and French languages. He received divers

anonymous letters, coutaining threats of fetting fire

to his hotife, which was accordingly burned to the

ground, though v/hether by accicient or defign he

could not v/eil determine. The magiftracy of

Dunkirk having fent a deputation with an addrcfs

to the queen, humbly imploring her majeiiy to

fpare the port and harbour of that town, and rc-

prefenting that they m.ight be ufeful to her own

iubjeds, the memorial was printed and difperfed,

N^.pj, - K and
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A. c. 1713.and the arguments it contained were anfweredand

refuted by Addifon, Steele, and Maynwaring.
Commiffioners were Tent to lee the fortifications of

Dunkirk demolilhed. They were accordingly razed

to the ground ; the harbour was filled up ; and the

duke D'Aumont returned to Paris in the month
of November. The queen, by her remonftrances

ro the court of Verfaiiles, had procured the en-

largement of one hundred and thirty-fix protef-

tants from the gallies ; but underftanding that as

many more were detained on the fame account, fhe

made fuch application to the French miniftry, that

they too were relcafed. Then fhe appointed ge-
neral Rofs her envoy extraordinary to the king of

France.

The duke of Shrewfoury being nominated lord-

lieutenant of Ireland, affembled the parliament of

that kingdom on the twenty-fifth day of Novem-
ber, and found the two houfes iliil at variance, on
the oppofite principles of Whig and Tory. Allan

Tf the^'^lr"^
Brcderick being chofen fpeaker of the commons,

larr-entcf thcv ordcrcd a bill to be brought in to attaint the
Ireland.

pretender and all his adherents. They profecuted
Edward Loyd for publiihing a book intituled,
*' Memoirs of the chevalier de St. George i" and

they agreed upon an addrefs to the queen, to re- '

move from the chancellorfhip Sir Conitantine

Phipps, who had countenanced the Tories of that

kingdom. The lords, however, refolved, that

chancellor Phipps had, in his feveral flations, ac-

quitted himklf with honour and integrity. The
two houfes of convocation prcknted an addrefs to

the fame purpofe. They likewife complained of Mr.

Molefworth, for having infulted them, by faying,
when they appeared in the caflle of Dublin,

"
They

'^^ that have turned the world upfide dov/n are
'• come hither alio-," and he was removed from

the privy-council. The duke ofShrewfbury received

orders
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Orders to prorogue this parliament, which was di- '^'^•^- '/^v

vided againfl itielf, and portended nothing but do-

meflic broils. Then he obtained leave to return

to England, leaving chancellor Phipps, v;ith the

archbifhops of Armagh and Tuam, juilices of the

kingdom.
The parliament of Endand had been diflolved ;

^^^^r^^^"

and the eledlions were managed m luch a manner England.

as to retain the legiflative power in the hands of

the Tories : but the meeting of the new parlia-

ment was delayed by repeated prorogations to the

tenth day of December ; a delay partly owing to

the queen's indifpofition, and partly to the con-

tefts among her minifters. Oxford and Boling-
broke were competitors for power, and rivals in

reputation for ability. The treafurer's parts were

deemed the more folid
-,

the fecretary's more fliin-

ing : but both minifters were afpiring and amibi-

tious. The firil was bent upon maintaining the

firil rank in the adminiftration, which he had pof-
felTed fmcethe revolution in the mJniRry: the other

difdained to a6l as a fubaltern to the man whom he

thought he excelled in genius and equalled in im-

portance. They began to form feparare cabals,

and adopt different principles. Bolingbroke in-

fmuated himfelf into the confidence of lady Maf-

ham, to whom Oxford had given fome caufe of

difguft. By this communication he gained ground
in the good opinion of his fovereign, while the

treafurer loft it in the fame proportion. , Thus fiie

v/ho had been the author of his elevation, v/as novi

ufed as the inftrumentof his difgrace. The queen
was fenfibly affeded with thefc difTentions, which

fhe interpofed her advice and authority by turns to

appeafe ; but their mutual animcfity continued to

rankle under an exterior accommodation. The in-

tereft: of Bolingbroke was powerfully fupported by
Sir Simon Harcourt the : chancellor, Sir William

K 2 Wvndham,
'
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perceived his own influence was in the wane, and-

began to think of retirement. Mean while, the

carl of Peterborough was appointed ambalTador to

the king of Sicily ; and fet out for Turin. The

queen retired to Windfor, where fhe v/as feized

with a very dangerous inflammatory fever. The

hopes of the Jacobites vifibiy rofe : the public
funds immediately feli : a great run was made upoii-

the bank, the diredors of which were overwhelm-

ed with confl:ernation,which was not a little- increaf-

ed by the report of an armament equipped in the

ports of France. They fent one of their members-

to reprefent to the treafurer the danger that threat-

ened the public credit. The queen being, made

acquainted with thefe occurrences, figned a- letter

to Sir Samuel Stancer lord mayor of London, de-

claring, that now fhe was recovered of her late in-

dii^ofltion, flie v/ould return to the place of her

nfual refidence, and open the parliament on the

fixteenth day of February. This intimation fiie

fent to her loving fubjeds of the city of London,.-

to the intent that all of them, in their feveral illa-

tions, might difcountenance thofe malicious ru-

mours fpread by evil-minded perfons, to the pre-

judice of credit- and to the imminent hazard of the

public peace and tranquillity. The queen's re-

^ covery, together with certain intelligence that the

arm.ament was a phantom, and the pretender ftiil

in Lorrain, helped to ailuage the ferment of the

nation, which had been induftiiouily raifed by party
-

Writers em- Writings. Mr. Richard Steele publifhed a perfor-

pioyed by rnance intituled The Crifis, in defence of the re--
.^ji pdit.es,

^qI^^qj^^ ^^^ fj^g proteflant eirablifhment, and en-

larging uDOn the danger oi' a popifli- fuccelTor. On
the other hand, the hereditary rights of the crown

of England were aflerted in a large volume, fup-
'

pofed to be written with a view to pave the way
for
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apprehended, tried, convidted, and feverely punifh-

<;d, as the piiblifhcr of this treatiie.

While England was harrafled by thefe inteflioe

commotions, the emperor, rejefting the terms of

peace propoled by France, refolved to maintain th«

•war at his own expence, with the alTiIlance of the

^empire. .
His forces on the Rhine, commanded by

prince Eugene, v/ere io much outnumbered by the

French under Villars, that they could not prevent
the enemy from reducing the two important for-

trefTes of I-andauand Friburg. His Imperial ma-

jefty hoped, that the death of queen Anne, or that

ofs-lucwis XIV. would produce an alteration in

Europe that might be favourable to his intereft ;

and he depended upon the condud: and fortune of

prince Eugene for fome lucky event in war. But

finding himfeif difappointed in all thefe expeda-
tions, and abfolutely unable to fupport the expence
of another campaign, he hearkened to overtures

-of peace that were made by the eledlors of Cologne
and Palatine ; and conferences were opened at the

caftle of Al-Raitadt, between prince Eugene and

marechal de Viilars, on the twenty-fixth day of

November. In the beginning of February they RX*;It"be-

feparated, without feeming to have come to any twecn the

concluuon : but all the articles being fettled be-
p'JYjf^^.'

^"^^

tween the courts of Vienna and Verfailles, they met

again at the latter end of the month : the treaty
was figned on. the third day of March

-,
and orders

were fent to the governors aiid commanders err

both fides, to defiit from all hoftilities. By this

treaty, the French king yielded to the emperor
Old Brifac, with all iis dependencies, Friburg, the

forts in the Brifgau and Black Forcft, together

w;ith fort Khel. He engaged to demolifli the

fortifications oppofite to Huningen, the fort of Sel-

iinghen, and all between that and Fort Louis. The
cown and fortrefs of Landau were ceded to the king

K3 of
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A. c. T713, ofFraxace,v/ho acknowledged the eledtor ofHanover.

The e]e(5lors of Bavaria and Cologne were reflored

to all their dignities and dominions. The emperor
was put in immediate pofleffion of the Spanifh
Netherlands -,

and the king of PrufTia was permit-
ted to retain the high quarter of Gueldres. Finally,
the contrafting parties ?.greed that a congrefs fhould

be opened on the firfl of May, at Baden- in Swif-

ferland, for terminating all differences : and prince

Eugene and marechal de Viliars were appointed
their firll plenipotentiaries.

Piinc- ai
^^^^^ ratifications of the treaty between Great-

artiriesin Britain and Spain being exchanged, the peace was

hnZlT proclaimed on the firft day of March, in London ;

Great Cri. and the articlcs were not difagreeable to the Eng-

Spair"^
lilh nation. The kingdoms of France and Spain
were feparated for ever. Philip acknowledged the

protefcant fuccefTion, and renounced the pretender.
He agreed to a renewal of the treaty of navigation
and commxrce concluded in the year one thoufand

fix hundred and fixty-feven. He granted an ex-

clufive privilege to the Englifh for furnifhing the

Spanilli VVefl-Indies with negroes, according to

the afTiento contrad. He ceded Gibraltar to Eng-
land, as well as the ifland of Minorca, on condition

that theSpaniili inhabitants fliould enjoy their eftates

and religion. He obliged himfelf to grant afull par-
don to the Catalonians, wirh the poiTeflion of all their

., . ^ eftates, honours, and privileores, and to yield the

tfeepariia- kingdom of Sicily to the dukc of Savoy. The new

parliament v/as opened by commifTion in February,
and Sir Thomas Hanmer was chofen fpeaker of

the houfe of commons. On the fecond day of

March, the queen being carried in a ledan to the

houfe of lords, (ignified to both houfes, that fhe

had obtained an honourable and advantageous

peace for her own people, and for the greateft part
of her allies ; and fne hoped herinterpofition might

prove etfeclual to complete the fettlement of

purooe.

xrxnt.
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Europe. She obferved, that fome perfons had^ ^' •7'3'

been fo malicious as to infinuate that the protei-
tant fuccefTion in the houfe of Hanover was in dan-

ger under her government-, but that thofe who
endeavoured to diflrad the minds of men with

imaginary dangers, could only mean to diflurb

the public tranquillity. She laid, that after ail Ihe

had done to fecure religion and the liberties of her

people, flie could not mention fuch proceeding<5
witjiout fome degree of warmth ; and me hoped her

parliament would agree with her, that attempts to

weaken her authority, or to render the poireifion of
the crown uneafy to her, could never be proper
means to flrengtlien the proteftant fuccefTion. Af-
fectionate addreiTes were prefented by the lords,

the commons, and the convocation ; but the ill

humour of party flill fubfifced, and was daily in-

flamed by new pamphlets and papers. Steele, fup-

ported by Addilon and Hallifax, appeared in the

front of thofe who drew their pens in defence of

Whig principles ;
and Swift was the champion qf

the miniitry.
The earl of Wharton complained in the houfe of The lord?

lords of a libel intituled,
" The public fpirit of ^^""^

^^sni-

'' the Whigs, let lortn m their generous encou- Jibd againft
''

ragement of the author of the Crifis." It was a ^•''^ ^^""•

farcailic performance, imputed to lord Boling-
broke and Swift, interfperfed with fevere reflexions

Upon the union, the Scottifli nation, and the duke
of Argyle in particular. The lord treafurer dif-

ciaimed all knowledge of the author, and readily

concurred in an order for taking into cuflody John
Morphew the publifner, as v/ell as John Barber,

printer of the Gazette, from whofe houfe the

copies v/ere brought to Morphew. The earl of
Wharton faid it highly concerned the honour of
that augull aflembly, to find out the villain who was
author of that falfe and fcandalous libel, that juf-
tice might be done to the Scottifli nation. He

K 4 moved.
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-^•c. '7 '3- moved, that Barber and his fcrvants midit be ex-

amined : but, next day the carl cfMar, one ofthe fe-*

cretariesof Hate, declared, that, in [^uriuance to he^

maje%'s command^ he had diredleJ John Barber
to be profecuted. NotwithilanGlng this intei:poii-.

t^pHy which Yyas calculated to fcreen the offenders,^

the lords preiented an addrefs^ befeeching htr ma-

jefty to ifTiic out her royal proclamation, promiiing
a reward to any perfon who fhould difcover the

author of the libel, which they conceived to be

falfe, malicious, and factious, highly diilionourabie;-

j^nd fcandalous to her majeily's fubjeds of Scot-

land, moil injurious to her majefty, and tending ta

the ruin of the conllitution. In compliance with

their requed, a re¥/ard cf three hundred pounds
was cfTered

-,
but the author remained mfo. from.

ail detedion.

The commons having granted the fupplies, or-

dered a biJl to be brought in for fecuring the free-

dom of parliaments, by limiting the number of

ofHcers la the houfe of comm.ons; and it pafTed

through borh houlcs with little difiiculty. la.

March, a complaint v/as made of feveral fcanda-

lous papers lately publiilied, under the name of

Richard Steele, efquire, a mem.ber of the houfe^
Sir William Wyndham obierved, that fome of that

author's writings contained infolent, injurious, re-

iiedions on the queen herfelf, and were didated by
the fpirit of rebellion. Steek v/as ordered to at-

tend in his place : fome paragraphs of his works
were read^ and lit anfwered them with an affeded
air of felf- confidence and unconcern. A day being
appointed for his trial, he acknowledged the wri-

tings, and entered into a m.ore circumllantial de-.

fence. He was alTift-d by Mr. Addifon, , general

Stanhope, and Mn Walpole ; and attacked by Sir

William Wyndham, Mr. Foley, and the attorney-

general Whatever could be urged in his favour

W4S but little regarded by the majority, which

voted J
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votm, that twcrpamphlets, intituled, The EngllQi-

^ ^-
'7'3'

man, and the Crins, written by Richard Steele, Wr. Steele

elbuire, were fcandalous and feditioiis libels-, and WeV'"^

that he fhouid be expelled the houfe of com- ^o'r.mons.

mens.

The lords taking into confideradon the flate of p^^.,^;^^^

the nation, refolved upon addreiles to the queen,
o^'ti«

defiring they might know what fleps had been
the'leafmy

taken for removing the pretender from the domi- ofthepro-

nions of the duke of Lorrain : that ilie would im- cefiS!."*^*

part to them an account of the negotiations of

peace ; an account of the inllances which had been

made in favour of the Catalans'; and an account
of the monies granted by parliament fmce the year
one thoufand itven hundred and ttn, to carry on
the war in Spain and Portugal. They afterv/ards

agreed to other addrefTcs, befeeching her majefty to

lay before them the debts and flate of the navy, the

particular writs of Noli profequi granted fince his

^ccedlon to the throne ; and a lift of fuch perfons
as, notwithftanding fentence of outlawry or attain-

der, had obtained licences to return into Great -

Britain, or other her majefty's dominions fmce the

revolution. Having voted an application to the

queen in behalf of the diHreffed Catalans, the houfe

adjourned itfclf to the laft day of March. As the

minds of men had been artfully irritated by falfe

reports of a defign undertaken by France in be^ '

half of the pretender, the ambaffador of that

crov/n at the Hague difowned it in a public paper,

by com.mand of his moil chriftian majedy. The

fufpicions of many people, however, had been too

deeply planted by the arts and infinuadons of the

Whig leaders, to be eradicated by this or any
other declaration ; and what ferved to rivet their

apprehenfions, v/as a total removal of the Whiga
from all the employments civil and military which

they had hitherto retained. Thefc were now be-

6 flowed



138 HISTORY of ENGLAND.
A.C. 1713. {^ovved upon profeffed Tories, fome of whom were:

attached at bottom to the fuppofed heir of blood.

At a time v/hen the queen's views were maliciouily

mifreprefented : when the wheels of her govern-
ment were adually impeded, and her fervants

Boyer. threatened with profcription by a powerful, turbu-

5.';^f; lent, and implacable fadtion ^ no wonder that llie
i in

Torcy.* difcharged the partifans of that faction from her

b°ok"e^ fervice, and fiiled their places with thofe who were

Voitaue. diflinguiilied by a warm affed:ion to the houfe of

Stuart, and by a fubmiffive refpe6l for the regal

authority. Thofe were ileps v/hich her own faga-

city 'muil have fuggefied •,
and which her miniflers

would naturally advife as neceifary for their own

prefervation. The Whigs were all in commotion,
either apprehending, or affeding to apprehend,
that a defign was formed to i'ecure the pretender's
fucceiTion to the throne of Great- Britain. Their

chiefs held fecret coniukations vv'itli baron Schutz,

A.C.I714.
^he refident from Kanover. They communicated
their obfervations to the elecflor : they received his

inftru6lions
-, they maintained a correfponclence,

with the duke of Marlborough -,
and they concert-

ed meafures for oppofmg all efforts that might be

made againft the proteftant fucceffion upon the

death of the queen, whofe health was by this time

fo much impaired, that every week w^as believed to

be the laft of he<4^fe. This conduct of the Whigs
was refolute, adlive, and would have been laudable,

had their zeal been confined v/ithin the bounds of

truth and moderation
•,
but they, moreover, em-

ployed all their arts to excite and encourage the
' fears and jealoufies of the people.

The houfe of peers refounded with debates up-
the L-ufeof on the Catalans, the pretender, and the danger that
lords con- threatened the protellant fucceiTion.' With refpedb
cernmg the

1 ^^ 1 - 1 r j 1 /^
pretenr^er to tne Catalomans, they reprelented, that Great-
andtheCa- Britain had prevailed upon them to declare for the

houle
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houfe of Auftria, with promife of fnpport ; and A- ^« '7*4.

that thefe engagements ought to have been made

good. Lord Bolingbroke declared, that the queen
had ufed all her endeavours in their behalf; and

that her engagements with them fubfifted no

longer than king Charles refided in Spain. They
agreed, however, to an addrefs, acknowledging her

majefty's endeavours in favour of the Catalans,

and requefting fhe would continue her interpofi-

tion in their behalf. With refped to the preten-

der, the Whig lords exprelTed luch a fpirit of per-
fecution and rancorous hate, as would have dif-

graced the members of any, even the loweit aflem-

bly of chriftians. Not contented with hunting
him from one country to another, they feemed

eagerly bent upon extirpating him from the face

of the earth, as if they had thought it was a crime

in him to be born. The earl of Sunderland de-

clared, from the information of the minifter of

Lorrain, that notwithfcanding the application of

both hcufes to her majefty during the laft feOlon,

concerning the pretender's being removed from

Lon*ain, no inflances had yet been made to the

duke for that purpofe. Lord Bolingbroke affirm-

ed, that he himfelf had made thofe inflances in the

queen's name, to that very minifter before his de-

parture from England. 1 he earl of Wharton

propofed a queftion,
"
Whethej the proteftant

" fucceffion v/as in danger under the prelent ad-
" miniftration P'* A warm debate enfued, in which

the archbiihop of York and the earl of Anglefey

joined in the oppofition to the miniftry. The earl

pretended to be convinced and converted by the

arguments ufed in the courfe of the debate. He
owned he had given his aiTent to the ceflation of

arms, for which he took il:iame to himfelf, afking

pardon of God, his country, and his confcience.

He affirmed, that the honour of his fovcreign, and

the
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^, c, 1714. the good of his country, were the rules of his ac-

tions ^ but, that without refptd: of perfons, fhculd

he find hinrifelf impofed upon, he duril purfue aa

£vil minifter from the queen's cloftt to the Tower,
and from tiie Tower to the fcaabld. This conver-

sion, however, was much more owing to a full per-

fiiaiion, that a miniflry divided agaijilt itfelf could

.- not long fublift i and that the protellant fuccefTion

was. firmly lecured. He therefore refolved to

make a merit of withdrawing himfelf from the in-

tereds of a tottering adminiit ration, in whofe ruin

he might be invohMci The duke of Argyle
^ chars;ed the minifters with mal adminifcrarion both

within thofq walls and without : he ottered to

prove, that the lord-treafurcr had yearly remitted

a fu rn of money to the Highland clans of Scotland,

•who were know^n to be intirely devoted to the pre-
tender. He ailirmed, that the new modelling of

the army, the praftice of difDanding ibme regi-

ments out of their turn, and removing a great num-
ber of omcers, on account of their affedtioh to the

hou.fe of Hanover, vv^ere clear indications of the

niiniitry's defigns : that it v/as 9. difgrace to the na-

tion to fee men who had never looked an enemy iri

the face, advanced to the pofi:s
of feverai brave

officers, vvdio, after they had often expofed their

lives for their country, were nov>^ fiarving in prifon
for debt, on account of their pay's being detained*

The treafurer laying his hand upon his breail, faid,

he had on fo many occahons given fuch lignal

proofs of affedlign to the proteltant fucceffion, that

he was fure no member of that auguft aflembly
did call it in queilion. He owned he had remitted

for two or three years pad:, between three and four

thoufand pounds to the Highland clans ; and he

hoped the houfe would, give him an opportunity 'to

clear his condud in that particular j and, with re-

spect to thje reformed officers, he declared, he

had
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liad given orders for their being imniediately paid.

a. c.,714.

The proteftant lucccfTion was voted out of danger
by a fmall maiority. ^

Lord Hallifax propofed an addrefs to the queen*;
^^^y ^^-

that file would renew her infrances for the Ipeedy qufeVtofet

removing the pretender out of Lorrain
•, ana thatY'i"""^

fhe would, in conjun6tiort with the ilates-general, the pretea.

enter into the guaranty of the proteftant fuccelTion
'^'''*

in the houfe.of Hanover. The earl of Wharton,

moved, that in the addrefs her majefty il^iould be
defired to iffue a proclamation, promifing a reward
to any perfon who fi-cuid apprehend the pretender
dead or alive. He was feconded by the duke of
Bolton ; and the houfe agreed, that an addrefs

fhouid be prefented. "When it was reported by
the committee, the lord North and Gray expatiated

upon the barbarity of fetting a price on any one's

h^ad : he proved it was an encouragement to mur-
der and affalTination > contrary to the precepts of

Chriflianity^ repugnant to the law of nature and
nations ; inconfiftent with the dignity of inch aa

augufl afTembly, and with the honour of a nation-

famed for lenity and mercy. He was fupported

by lord Trevor, who moved, that the reward fhouid

be promifed for apprehending and bringing the

pretender to juftice, in cafe he Ihould land or at-

tempt to land in Great- Britain or Ireland. The
cruelty of the firil claufe was zealoufly fupported
and vindicated by the lords Cov/per and Hailirax 5

but, by this time the earls of Anglcfey and fome
others who had abandoned the* miniftry, were

brought back to their former principles, by pro -

mife of profitable employments; and the mitiga-
tion was adopted by a majority of ten voices. To
this addrefs, which was delivered by the chancellor

and the Whig lords only, the queen replied in thefe

words. " My lords, it would be a real ftrengthen-
*'

ing to the fucceifion in the houfe of Hanover,
" as
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A.c, 1714. <c as -^ell as a fupport to my government, that art

" end were put to thoie groundlefs fears and jea-
*' loufies which have been fo induflriouily pro-
*' moted. I do not at this time fee any occafion
*' for fuch a proclamation. Whenever I judge it

*' to be necelTary, I fhall give my orders for having
*'

it iffued. As to the other particulars of this ad-
*'

drefs, I will give proper dirediions therein." She

was likev/ile importuned by another addrefs, to iffue

out a proclamation againft all jefuits, popifh priefts,

and bifliops, as well as againft all fuch as were

outlawed for adhering to the late king James and

the pretender. They refolved. That no perfon,
not included in the articles of Limerick, and who
had borne arms in France and Spain, ihould be

capable of any employment civil or military : and.

That no perfon, a natural-born fubje6l of her

majefty, iliould be capable of fuftaining the cha-

rad:er of a public mjnifter from any foreign poten-
tate. Thefe refoluticns were aimed at Sir Patrick

Lawlefs, an Iriili papift, who had come to England
with a credential letter from king Philip, but now

thought proper to quit the kingdom.
Then the lords in the oppofition made an attack

upon the treafurer, concerning the money he had

remitted to the Highlanders ; but he filenced his

oppofers, byafferting, that in fo doing, he had fol-

lowed the example of king William, who, after he

had reduced that people, thought fit to allow yearly

penfions to the heads of clans, in order to keep
them quiet. His condud was approved by the

houfe ; and the lord North and Grey m.oved. That

a day might be appointed for confidering the flate

of the nation, with regard to the treaties of peace
and commerce. The motion was feconded by the

earl of Clarendon ; and the thirteenth day of April
fixed for this purpojb. In the mean time, baron

Schutz demanded of the chancellor a writ for the

eledoral
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electoral prince of Hanover, to fit in the houfe of a. c 1714,

peers as duke of Cambridge, intimating, that his Aw^kde-

defip^n was to refide in England. The writ was '?^"'!^l^''^o C?
^

tiie electoral

granted with rekiftance ^ but the prince's defign prince of

of cominsr to Enojland was fo difao-reeable to the !^T°Z?^^c? c? t_> ouj'..e or

queen, that fhe fignified her difapprobation of Cambridge

fuch a flep, in a letter to the princefs Sophia. She

oblerved, that fuch a method of proceeding would
be dangerous to the fucceiTion itfelf, which was
not fecure any other way, than as the prince who
was in adlual poiTefTion of the throne maintained

her authority and prerogative : flie faid, a great

many people in England were feditioufly difpofed ;

fo fiie left her to judge, what tumults they might
be able to raife fliould they have a pretext to begin
a commotion : fhe therefore perfuaded herfeif, that

her aunt would not confent to anything v^hich

might diilurb the repofe of her and her fubjedls.

At the fame time fhe wrote a letter to the eledoral

prince, complaining, that he had formed fuch a

refolution without firfl knowing her fentiments on
the fubjefl *,

and telling him plainly, that . nothing
could be more dangerous to the tranquillity of her

dominions, to the right of fucceiTion m the Hano-
verian line, or more diiagreeable to her, tiian fuch

conduct at this jundlure. A third letter was writ-

ten to the eledlor his father
-,
and the treafurer

took this opportunity to afTure that prince of his

inviolable attachment to the family of Hanover.
The Whig lords were diiTatisfiedwith the queen's

anfvver to their addrefs concerning the pretender j

and they moved for another addrefs on the fame

fubjed:, which was refolved upon, but never pre-
fented. They took into confideration the treaties

of peace and commerce, to which many exceptions
v/ere taken ; and much farcafm was expended on
both fides of the difpute ; bur, at length, the ma-

jority carried the quellion in favour of an addrefs,

5 acknow-
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A*c. 1714. acknowledging her majefly's goodnefs, in delivef-

ing them by a fate, honourable, and advantageous

peace with France, from the burden of a confum-

ing land- war, unequally carried on, and become
at lail impradicable. The houfe of commons
concurred in this addrefs, after having voted, That
the proteftant fucceffion was out of danger ;. but
thefe refolutions were not taken without violent

oppofition, in which general Stanhope, Mr. Lech-

mere, and Mr. Walpole, chiefly dillinguiflied
themfelves. The letters which the queen had
written to the eieftoral houfe of Hanover were

printed and publifhed in England^ with a view to

inform the friends of that family, of the reafons

Wihich prevented the duke of Cambridge from exe-

cuting his defign of refiding in Great-Britain. The
queen confidered this fiep as a perfonal infult, as

well as an attempt to prejudice her in tlie opinions
of her fubjeds : flie therefore ordered the publiHier

Death of to be taken into cuilody. At this period the

i^phiar"^^ princefs Sopl-ia died in the eighty- fourth year of

her age ^ and her death was intimated to the queen
by baron Bothmar, who arrived in England with

the character of envoy extraordinary from the

ele6i:or of Hanover. This princefs v/as the fourth

and ycungeft daughter of Frederick ele6lor Pala^

tine, king of Bohemia, and Elizabeth, daughter
of king James I. of England. She enjoyed from
nature an excellent capacity, which was hndy cul-

tivated : and was in all refpe6ts one of the mod
accomplillied princeiTes of the age in which fiie

lived. At her death the court of En.dand apoear-
ed in mourning ; and the eledlor of Brunfwick was

prayed for by name in the hturgy of the church of

Bill to pre- England. On the twelfth day of May Sir Y/iiliam

TovN th* f Wyndham made a m.otion for a bill to prevent the

Khiim. growth of fchifmi, and for the further fecurity of

the church of England as by law eftabliflied. The

defign
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defign of it was to prohibit difTenters from teaching
a. c. 1714.

in fchools and academies. It was accordingly pre-

pared, and eagerly oppofed in each houfc as a

fpecies of periecution. Nevcrthelefs, it made its

way through both, and received the royal afiTent ;

but the queen dying before it took place, this law

was rendered inelfeitual.

Her majeily's conftitution was now quite broken :

one fit of fickneft fucceeded another ; and v/hat

completed the ruin of her health was the anxiety
of her mind, occalioned partly by the difconttnts

which had been raifed and fomented by the ene-

mies of her government ; and partly by the diffen-

fions among her minifters, which were nov/ become
intolerable. The council chamber was turned in-

to a fcene of obflinate difpute and bitter alterca-

tion. Even in the queen's prefence, the treafurer

and fecretary did not abflain from mutual obloquy,
and reproach. Oxford advifed moderate meafures,
and is faid to have m.ade advances towards a re-

conciliation with the leaders of the Whig party.
As he forefaw it would foon be their turn to domi-

neer, fuch precautions were necelTary for his own

fafety. Bolingbroke affedled to fet the Whigs at

defiance : he profefled a warm zeal for the <^hurch:

and foothed the queen's inclinations with the moft

afliduous attention. He and his coadjutrix infinu-

ated, that the treafurer was biaifed in favour of the

difTenters, and even, that he aded as a fpy for the

houfe of Hanover. In the m.idil of thefe difputes
and commotions the Jacobites were not idle. They
flattered themfelves, that the queen in fecret favour-

ed the pretenfions of her brother ; and they de-

pended upon Bolingbroke's attachment to the

fame intereil. They believed the fame fentiments

were cherifhed by the nation in general. They
held private aflemblies both in Great-Britain and

NuMB.XCiV, 1, Ireland,
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A. c. 1714. Ireland. They concerted meaiures for turning the

difienfions of the kingdom to the advantage of

their caufe. They even proceeded fo far as to in-

lid men for the fervice of the pretender. Some
cf theie pradices were difcoverd by the earl of

Wharton, who did not fail to found the alarm. A
^Proclamation was immediately publiilied, promifmg
a reward of five thoufand pounds for apprehend-

ing the pretender whenever he fhould land or at-

tempt to land in Great- Britain. The commons
voted an addrefs of thanks for the proclamation ;

and afiured her majefty, that they v/ould chearfully
aid and aflift her, by granting the fum of an hun-

dred thoufand pounds as a further reward to any
who fhould perform \o great a fervice to her ma-

jeity and her kingdoms. The lords likewife pre-
fcnted an addrefs on the fame fubjedt. Lord

Bclingbroke propofed a bill, decreeing the penal-
ties of higii-treaibn againfi: thofe who fhould lift or

be inli'ted in the pretender's fervice. The motion

was iviproved, and the penalty extended to all

'^!!'!r' ji thofe who fhould lifl: or be inlifted in the fervice of
againiL all

whofliouid any i^oreign prince or ftate, without a licence under

iS!rdgn"fev-
^hc fign nianual of her majeity, her heirs, or fuc •

vice. Cl'lforS.

On the fecond day of July the lords took into

confideration the treaty of commerce with Spain-,

and a good number of merchants being examined
at LQc bar of the houfe, declared, that unlefs the

explanations of the third, fifth, and eighth articles,

as m.ade at Madrid after the treaty was figned were

refcinded, they could not carry on their commerce
w'thout iofiog five and twenty per cent. After

a lono: debate, the houfe refolved to addrefs the

qiieen for all the papers relating to the negotiation
of the treaty of commerce with Spain, with the

names of the perfons who advifed her majtfcy to

that
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that treaty. To this addrefs fhe replied, that iin- ^-c. 1714,

derflanding the three explanatory articles of the

treaty were not detrimental to the trade of her Tub-

jeds, fhe had confented to their being ratified with
the treaty. The earl of Wharton reprefented, that
if fo little regard was fhewn to the addrelTes of
that auguPc affembly to the fovereign, they had no
bufinefs in that houfe. He moved for a remon-

flrance, to lay before her maieily the infuperable
difficulties that attended the Spaniili trade on the

footing of the late treaty : and the houfe agreed
to his miotion. Another member moved, That
the houle Ihould inliil on her majefry's naming
the perfons v/ho advifed her to ratify the three

explanatory articles. This was a blow aimied at

Arthur Moore, a rnember of the lower houfe,
whom lord Bolingbroke had conrulted on the

fub)e(5i: of tlie treaty. He was fcreened by the

majority in parliament ; but, a general court of

the South-lea company refolved, upon a complaint
exhibited by captain Johnfon, that Arthur Moore,
while a director, was privy to, and encouraged
the defign of carrying on a clandeftine trade, to

the prejudice of the corporation, contrary to his

oath, and in breach of the truft repofed in him :

that, therefore, he fhould be declared incapable of

being a dire6tor of, or having any employm.ent in

this company. The queen had referved to herfelf

the quarter part of the afiientocontrad:, which
fhe now gave up to the company, and received

the thanks of the upper- houfe -, but, fhe would
not difcover the names of thofe who advifed her The padia-;

to ratify the explanatory articles. On the ninth
"ogjied^""

day of July fhe thought proper to put an end to

the fefiTion, with a fpeech on the ufual fubjecls.
After having affured them, that her chief concern

was to preferve the proteflant religion, the liberty
of lier fubjed;s, and to fecure the tranquillity of

L 2 her
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A. c. 17 14. her kingdoms, fhe concluded in thefe word5 :

"
But, I mu it tell you plainly, that thefe defirable'

" ends can never be obtained, unlefs you bring
" the fame difpofitions on your parts ; unlefs all

*'
groundlefs jealoufies v^^hich create and foment

" divifions among you, be layed afide
•,
and un-

<' lefs you fhew the fame regard for my jull pre-
"

rogative, and for the honour of my govern-
" ment, as 1 have always exprelTed for the rights
«' of my people."

After the peace had thus received the fandion

, of the parliament, the minifters being no longer
reftrained by the tie of common danger, gave
a loofe to their mutual animofity. Oxford wrote

a letter to the queen, containing a detail of the

public tranfa(5tions
•,

in the coyrfe of which he

endeavoured to juftify his own condudl, and ex-

pofe the turbulent and ambitious fpirit of his rival.

On the other hand, Bolingbroke charged the trea-

furer with having invited the duke of Marlbo-

rough to return from his voluntary exile ; and

maintained a private correfpondence with the houfe
^

of Hanover. The duke of Shrewfbury likewife

complained of his having prefumed to fend orders

to him in Ireland, without the privity of her ma-

jefty and the council. In all probability, his

greateil crime was, his having given umbrage
to the favourite lady Mafham. Certain it is, on
the twenty- feventh day of July a very acrimoni-

ous dialogue palTed between that lady, the chan-

cellor, and Oxford, in the queen's prefence. The
treafurer affirmed he had been wronged, and
abuled by lies and mifreprefentations ^ but he

threatened vengeance, declaring he would leave

wd^f-'
^^^"^^ people as low as he had Ibund them when

fe.aced. they firit attra61:ed his notice. In the mean time

he w'as remvoved from his employment ; and

Bolingbroke fcemed to triumph in the vidory he

had
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had obtained. He laid his account with being
'^•^- ^7H-

admitted as chief minifter into the adminidration

of affairs
*,
and is faid to have formed the defign

of a coalition with the duke of Marlborough,
who at this very time embarked at Oftend for

England. Probably, Oxford had tried to play
the fame game, but met with a repulie from
the duke, on account of the implacable refent-

ment which the dutchefs had conceived againfl:

that minifter. ^

Whatever fchemes might have been formed,
the fail of the treafurer was fo fudden, that no

plan was eftablifhed for fupplying the vacancy
occafioned by his difgrace. The coofufion that

inccffantly enfued at court, and the fatigue of

attending a long cabinet council on this cvcat,

had fuch an effedt upon the queen's fpirits and

conftitution, that fhe declared fne fliould not out-

live it, and was immediately feized with a lethargic

diforder. Notwithftanding all the medicines which

the phyficians could prefcribe, the diftemper gain-
ed ground fo fall, that next day, which was the

thirtieth of July, they ddpaired of her life. Then
the committee of the council ailembled at the

Cockpit, adjourned to Kenfmgton. The dukes

of Somerfet and Argyle, informed of the defpc-
rate fituation in which fhe lay, repaired to the -

palace ; and, without being fummoned, entered

the council-chamber. The members were fur-

prifed at their appearance •,
but the duke of

Shrewfbury thanked them for their readinefs to

give their afTiilance at luch a critical junilure ;

and defired they would take their places. The

phyficians having declared, that the queen v.^as

ftill fenfibie, the council unanimoully agreed, to

recommend the duke of Shrewfbury as the fitteft

perfon to fill the place of lord-treafurer. When
this opinion v/as intimated to the queen, fhe

L 2 faid.
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A.c. J714. faid^ they could not have recommended a per-
'

fon fhe liked better than the duke of Shrewfbury.
She delivered to him the white fiafF, bidding him

ufe it for the good of her people. He would

have returned the lord-chamberlain's itaffj but

fne defired he would keep them both : fo that he

was at one time pofTelTed of the three greateft:

polls of the kingdom, under the titles of lord-

treafurer, lord-chamberlain, and lord lieutenant

of Irehnd. No nobleman in Eneland better de-

ferved fuch diflinguifhing marks of his fovereign's

favour. He was modeil, liberal, difmterefted,

and a v/arm friend to his country. Boiing-
broke's ambition was defeated by the vigour
which the dukes of Somerfet and Argyle exerted

on this occafion. They propofed, that all privy-
counfellors in or about London fhould be invited

to attend, without diftinflion of party. The
motion was aoproved, and the lord Somers, with

many other Whig members., repaired to Kenfmg-
ton. The council being thus reinforced, began
to provide for the fecurity of the kingdom.

Precav.tions Otders v/crc immediately difpatched to four re-

Scurhfrthe ginients of horfe and dragoons quartered in re-

peaceofthe'mote countics, to Hiarch up to the neighbour-
ki.gdom. 1^^^^ ^^^- London and Weflrninfcer. Seven of the

ten Britift-L battalions in the Netherlands, were

diredled to embark at Cftend for England, with

ail pofilble expedition : an embargo was laid up-
on all fhipping ; and diredlions given for equip-

ping all the fhips of war that could be fooneft

in a condition for fervice. They fent a letter to

the eledor of Brunfwick, fignifying, that the

phyficians had defpalred of the queen's life ; in-

forming him of the meafures they had taken ;

and defiring he vvculd., with ail convenient

jbeed, repair to Kolland, v/here he fnould be

atten4^
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attended by a Britifn fquadron, to convey him ^'- ^'« wh-
to England, in cafe of her majefty's deceafe.

At the fame time they dilpatched inilrudions

to the earl of Strafford, to defire the ilates-^en^--
'

ral would be ready to perform the guaranty of
the proteftant fuccedion. 1 he hrralds at amis
were kept in v/aiting, with a troop of horfe--

guards, to proclaim the new king as foon as the

throne fliould become vacant. Precautions were
taken to fecure the fea ports ; to overawe the

Jacobites in Scotland ; and the rom.mand of the

fitet v/as bellowed upon the earl of Berkeley.
The queen continued to dofe in a lethargic in- Deoth ana

fenfibility, with very fliort intervals, till tlie firft
jllet^tn'f.

day of Augufl; in the morning, w'len fae expired,
in the fiftieth year of her age, and in the thirteenth

of her reign. Anne Stuart, queen of G.-eat-

Britain, was in her perfon of the middle fize, wril

proportioned. Her hair was of a d.irk brown

colour, her complexion ruddy, her features were

regular, her countenance vv^as rather round than

oval, and her afpe6t more comely than majeftic.
Her voice was clear and melodious, and her pre-
fence engaging. Her capacity was naturally

good, but not much cultivated by learning ; nor

did fhe exhibit any marks of extraordinary genius,
or perfonal ambition. She was certainly dehciLnt

in that vigour of mind by which a prince ought
to preferve his independence, and avoid the fnares

and fetters of fycophants and favourites : but,
v/hatever her weakneis in this particular might
have been, the virtues of her heart were never cal-

led in qued'ion. She was a pattern of conjugal
alfe6lion and fidelity, a tender mother, a warm
triend, an indulgent miftrefs, a munificent patron,
a mild and merciful princefs, during v,'hofe reign
po fubjecl's blood v/as fhed for treafon. She was

L 4 zeaioufiy
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^ealoufly attached to the church of England from
convi(5tion rather than from prepoiTeiTion, unafFec-

tediy pious, juft, charitable, and compaiTioaate.
She felt a mother's fondnefs for her people, by
whom (he was univerfallv beloved with a warmth
cf afteclion which even the prejudice of party could

not abate. In a word, if fhje was not the greateft,

fhe was certainly one of the belt and moil un-

biemilhed ibvereigns that ever fat upon the throne

of England ; and well deferved the exprefiive,

though fuTiple epithet, of " The good queen
'' Anne.''

THE
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IT
may be necefifary to remind the reader of' the a.c. 1714.

flace of party at this important jun6lure. The

Jacobites had been fed with hopes of feeing the
^111-^° ;„

fucceffion altered by the earl of Oxford, fhefe c-reat-Bri-

hopes he had conveyed to them in a difiant, un-

determinate, and myfterlous manner, without any
other view than that of preventing them from tak-

ing violent meafures to embarrais his adminillra-

tion. At lead, if he adually entertained at one

time any other defign, he had, long before his

difgrace, layed it wholly afide, probably from an

apprehenfion of the danger, with which it mult

have been attended ; and ieemed bent upon mak-

ing a merit of his zeal for the houfe of Hanover :

but his condud was fo equivocal and unfteady, that

he

tain.
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A. c. 1714. chancellor offered a reward of one hundred pounds
to any peribn who fliould dilcover the author. It

was either the produdlion of fome lunatic, or a

weak contrivance to fix an odium on that venerable

body.
The parliament having affembled, purfuant to

the ad which regulated the fucceffion, the lord-

chancellor, on the fifth day of Auguit, made a

fpeech to both houfes in the name of the regency.
He told them, that the privy-council, appointed

by the elector of Bruniwick, had proclaimed that

prince under the name of king George, as the

lawful and rightful fovereign of thefe kingdoms ;

and that they had taken the neceffary care to main-

tain the public peace. He obferved, that the fe-

veral branches of the public revenue were expired

by the demife of her late majefty ; and recommend-
ed to the commons the making fuch provifion in

that refpect as might be requifite to fupport the

honour and dignity of the crown. He likewife

exprefied his hope, that they would not be want-

ing in any thing that might conduce to the efla-

blilbing and advancing of the public credit. Both
houfes immediately agreed to addreffes, containing
the warmeil exprefTions of duty and affedtion to

their new fovereign, who did not fail to return

fuch anfvvers as were very agreeable to the pariia-

rft^^^'^'d
^^^^ ^^ Great- Britain. In the mean time, the

tahisma- iowcr houfe prepared and palled a bill, granting
ie%. to his majefly the fame civil-lift which the queen

had enjoyed ; v/ith additional claufes for the pay-
ment of arrears due to the troops of Hanover
which had been in the fervice of Great-Britain ;

and for a reward of one hundred thoufand pounds,
to be payed by the treafury to any perfon who
Ihould apprehend the pretender in landing, or in

attempting to land in any part of the Britifh domi-

nions. Mr. Cra^gs, who had been difpatched to

Hanover
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Hanover before the queen died, returning on the a. c. 1714.

thirteenth day of Augud, with letters from the king
to the regency, they went to the hcufe of peers ;

and the chancellor, in another fpeech to both

houfes, intimated his majefty's great fatisfadion

in the loyalty and afifedion which his people had

univerfally exprcfTcd at his acceflion. Other ad-

dreiles were voted on this occafion. The com-
mons finifhed the bill for the civil-lift, and one for

making fome alterations in an act for a ftate lot-

tery, which received the royal alient from the

lords -juftices.
Then the parliament was proro-

gued.
Mr. Prior having notified the queen's death to

the court of Verfailles, Lev*'is declared, that he

would inviolably maintain the treaty of peace con-

cluded at Utrecht, particularly with relation to the

fettlement of the Britifh crown in the houfe of Ha-
nover. The earl of Strafford having fignified the

fame event to the ftates of Holland \ and the refi-

dent of Hanover having prefented them v/ith a let-

ter, in which his mafter claimed the performance
of their guaranty, they refolved to perform their

engagements, and congratulated his cleftoral high-
ncls on his acceOion to the throne of Great-Bri-

tain. They invited him to pafs through their do-

minions ; and affured him that his interefts were as

dear to them as their own. The chevalier de St.

George no fooner received the news of the queen's

death, than he pofted to Verfailles, where he was

given to underftand, that the king of France ex-

pe6led he fhould quit his territories immediately;
and he was accordingly obliged to return to Lor-

rain. By this time Mr. Murray had arrived in Eng-
land from Hanover, with notice that the king had

deferred his departure for fome days. He brought
orders to the regency to prepare a patent for creat-

ing
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A.C, lyi^.confequence were concerted by a cabinet-council

or junto, compofed of the duke of Marlborough,
the earls of Nottingham and Sunderland, the lords

Haliifax, Townfhend, Somers, and general Stan-

hope. The regency had already removed Sir Con-
ftantine Phipps and the archbifliop of Armagh
from the office of lords jufticcs in Ireland, and filled

their places in the regency of that kingdom with

the archbilhop of Dublin and the earl of Kildare.

Allan Broderick was appointed chancellor ; another

privy-council was formed, and the duke of Or-

mond was named as one of the members. The

treafury and admiralty were put into commifHon ;

all the governments were changed-, and, in a word,
the whole nation was delivered into the hands of

the Whigs. At the fame time, the prince royal
was declared prince of Wales, and took his place
in council. The king was congratulated on his

acceffion in addreffes from the two univerfities, and
all the cities and corporations of the kingdom. He
exprefied particular fatisfadlion at thefe expreffions
of loyalty and affedlion. He declared in council,

his firm purpofe to fupport and maintain the

churches of England and Scotland as they were

by law eftablilhed. This he was of opinion might
be efifedually done without impairing the tolera-

tion allowed by law to proteftant difTenters, and
fo necelTary to the trade and riches of the king-
dom : and he moreover affured them, he would

earnellly endeavour to render property fecure ; the

good effeds of which were no v/here fo clearly {qqh

as in this happy nation. Before the coronation he

created fome new peers, and others were pro-
moted to higher titles *. On the twentieth day

of

*
James lord Chandois was creat- Charles lord Ofluhon, carl of Tanker-

ed earl of Caernarvon
;

Lewis lord kerville
;
Charles lord Haliifax, car^

Rockingham, earl of that name j of Haliifax j Hcncagc lord Guerniey,
'

, cari
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of D^lober he was crowned in Weflmlnfter with a.c» 1714.

the ufual folemnity, at which the earl of Oxford and

lord Bolingbroke alfifted f. On that very day, the

univcrfity of Oxford, in full convocation, unani-

moufly conferred the degree of do6lor of civil law

on Sir Conftantine Phipps, with particular marks
of honour and efteem. As the French king was
faid to protradc the demoHtion of Dunkirk, Mr.
Prior received orders to prefent a memorial to

haften this work, and to prevent the canal of Mar-

dyke from being finifhed. The anfwer which he

received being deem.ed equivocal, this minifterwas '

recalled, and the earl of Stair appointed am.baiTa-

dor to the court of France, where he profccuted
this affair with uncommon vigour. About the

lame time, general Cadogan was fent as plenipo-

tentiary to Antwerp, to afTifl: at the barrier-treaty,

there negotiated between the. emperor and the

ftates-general.
Mean while, the number of the malcontents ifi

England was confiderably increafed by the king's
attachment to the Whig fadlion. The clamour of

the church's being in danger was revived; jea-
loufies v/ere excited, feditious libels difperfed -,

and

dangerous tumults raifed in different parts of

the kingdom. Birmingham, Briilol, Chippenham,
Norwich, and Reading, were filled with licentious

riot. The party cry was,
'' Down with the ¥/higs.

*' Sacheverel for ever." Many gentlemen of the

Whig faflion v/ere abufed ^ magiftrates in towns,

andjuilices in the country, were reviled and infulted

earl of Aylesforvi ; John lord Hervey, pointy in the county of Bucks
j
Ken-

earl of Criftol
J
1 homas lord Pel- ry Eoyle, baron of Caileton, in the

ham, enrl of Clare
j

and Henry earl county of York
;

Sir Richard Tem-

of Thomond, in Ireland, vifcount pie, baron of Cobham
; Henry lord

Tadca.lcr
; JamfS vi'count i^aftie- Paget, carl of Uxbridge,

ton in Ireland, baron Sandcrfcn; Ben- f In the m- nth of O^ober, tlie

net lord Shcrard in Ireland, bar-n of princefs of Wales airlved in England,

Harborou^h J
Gcrvafe lord Pierre- with her two eld<fi: daughters the

point, in lielandj baron Pievie- princeCs Anne an-d Amelia.

N'\ 04.

' M - by



i6z H I S T O R Y o F E N G L A N D.

A c. 1714. ^y the populace in the execution of their office.

The pretender took this opportunity to tranfmit,

by the French mail, copies of a printed manifeflo,

to the dukes of Shrewfbury, Marlborough, Argyle,
Pretender's and Other noblemen of the firft difti nation. In
maniteiio.

^|^-^ declaration, he mentioned the good intentions

of his fifter towards him, which were prevented by
her deplorable death. He obferved, that his peo-

ple, inilead of doing him and themfelves juftice,

had proclaimed for their king a foreign prince,

contrary to the fundamental and inconteftable laws

of hereditary right, which their pretended adls of

fettlement could never abrogate. Thefe papers

being delivered to the fecreraries of ftate,. the king
refufed an audience to the marquis de Lamberti,
minifler from the duke of Lorrain, on the fuppo-
fition that this manifefto could not have been pre-

pared or tranfmdtted without the knowledge and

countenance of his mafter. The marquis having
communicated this circumflance to the duke, that

prince abfolutely denied his having been privy to

the tranfadion, and declared that the chevalier de

St. George came into Lorrain by the diredlions of

the French king, whom the duke could not difo-

blige without expoling his territories to invahon.

Notwithilanding this apology, the marquis was

given to underiland, that he could not be admitted

to an audience, until the pretender fhould be re-

moved from the dominions of his mafter
•,

he

therefore quitted the kingdom v/ithout further he-

litation. Religion was ftill mingled in all pohtical

difputes. The high-churchmen complained that

impiety and herefy daily gained ground, from the

connivance, or at leaft the fupine negligence, of

the Whig prelates. The lower houfe of convoca-

tion had, before the queen's death, declared that a

bock publifhed by doclor Samuel Clarke, under

the title of " The fcripturc- doctrine of the Tri-
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niry," contained aHerdons contrary to the catfio- '^•C. ^714*

lie faith. They fcnt up extracts from this per-
formance to the biihops -,

and the dodor wrote an

anfwer to their objections. He was prevailed upon
to write an apology, which he prefented to the up-

per houfe ; but apprehending it might be publifhed

ieparately, and miilinderftood, he ai'terwards deh-
,

vered an explanation to the biihop of I^ondon. This

was fatisfadory to the biihops ; but the lower houfe

refolved^ that it was no recantation of His heretical

alfertions. The difputes about the Trinity in-

creafing, the archbiuiops and biihops received di-

redions, which were publimed, for preferving unity
in the church, the purity of the chriftian faith con-

cerning the holy Trinity •,
and for maintaining the

peace and quiet of the flate. By thefe every

preacher was reftrided from delivering any other

do6lrine than what is contained in the holy fcrip-

tures with refped to the Trinity -,
and from inter*

meddling in any affairs of Hate or government.
The like prohibition was extended to thole who
fhould write, harangue, or dilpute, on the fame

fubje6ls.
The parliament being difiblved, another v/as i^exv pc^»

called by a very extraordinary proclamation, in
^'^^^"^»

which the king complained of the evil defigns of

men difaffedled to his fucceiTion
•,
and of their hav-

ing mifreprefented his conduct and principles. He
mentioned the perplexity of pubhc affairs, the in-

terruption of commerce, and the heavy debts of

the riation. He exprefled his hope that his loving

fubjedls would fend up to parliament the fitteit

perlbns to redrefs the prefent diforders ; and that,

in the eledions, they would have a particular re-

gard to fuch as had expreiTed a hrm attachment

to the proteftant fuccefhon when it was in danger.
It does not appear that the proteftant fuccefiioa

M 2 "vva^
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A. t. 1714. y^'a5 eyei- jn danger. Flow then was this declara-

tion to be interpreted ? People in general confirued

it into a defign to maintain party- diflindtions, and

encourage the Whigs to the full exertion of their

influence in the elections ; into a renunciation of

the Tories, and the firil fiaili of that vengeance
v.'hich afterwards was feen to buril upon the heads

of the late miniftry. When the earl of Strafford

returned from Holland, all his papers were feized

by an order from the fecretary's office. Mr. Prior

was recalled from France, and promifed to difcover

all he knew relating to the ccndu6t of Oxford's

adminiftration. Uncommon vigour was exerted on
both fides in the elections ; but, by dint of the

monied-interefl, which prevailed in mod of the

corporations through the kingdom, and the coun-

tenance of the minifcry, which will always have

weight with needy and venal eleilcrs, a great m.a-

iority of Whigs was returned both in England and
Scotland.

When this new parliament afTem.hled on the

feventeenth day of March at AVeilminfter, Mr.

Spencer' Compton was chofen fpeaker of the com-
mons. On the twenty-firil: day of the month, the

king appeared in the houfe of lords, and delivered

to the chancellor a written fpeech, which was read

Sub/lance of in prefencc of both houfes. His majefty thanked
the king's his faithful and loving; fubie(5ls for that zeal and
hiii fpeech. ^ ^ , , i ^

'^
• ", r r 1 r

nrmneis they had iiiewn m deience or tne protel-
tant fiicceiTion, againfl: all the open and fecret prac-
tices which had been ufed to defeat it. He told

them, that fome conditions of the peace, eifential

to the fecurity and trade of Great-Britain, v/erc

not yet duly executed ; and that the performance
of the whole might be looked upon as precarious,
until defenfive alliances ihould be formed to gua-

ranty the prefent treaties. He obferved, that the
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pretender boafted of the afiiftance he expelled in *• ^' '/^i'^-

England, to repair his former difappointnients :

that great part of the national trade was rendered

impradlicable : that the public debts were furpri-

fingly increaied, even fince the fatal ceilation of
arms. He gave the commons to underftand, that

the branches of the revenue formerly granted for

the fupport of the civil government, were fo far en-

cumbered and alienated, that the produce of the

funds which remained, and had been granted to

him, would fall fliort of what was at firft deHgned-
for maintaining the honour and dignity of the

crown : that as it was his and their happinefs to fee

a prince of Wales who might in due time fucceed

him on the throne ; and to fee him blelTed with

many children; thefe circumftances would natu-

rally occafion an expence to which the nation had
not been for many years accudomed

-,
and there-

fore he did not doubt but they would think of it

with that affedlion which he had reafon to hope
from his commons. He defired that no unhappy
divifions of parties might divert them from- pur-

fuing the common interefts of their country. He
declared that the eflablifhed conftitution in church

and flate fnould be the rule of his government ;

and that the happinefs, eafe, and profperity of his

people, fhould be the chief care of his life. He
concluded with exprefllng his confidance, that,

with their affiflance, he fhould difappoint the de-

figns of thofe who would deprive him of that blef-

fing which he mod valued, the affcdion of his

people.

Speeches, fuggefled by a vindictive miniflry,
better became the leader of an incenfed party, than

the fath&r and fovereign of a divided people. This

portended meafures which it was the intereft of the

crown to avoid, and fuited the temper of the ma-

jority in both houfes, wliich breathed nothing but

M 3 de-
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A.c. 1714. ^eftru6lion to their political adverfaries. The

lords, in their addrefs of thanks, profefTed their

hope that his majefty, alTifted by the parliament,
would be able to recover the reputation of the

kingdom in foreign parts, the lofs of v/hich they

hoped to convince the world by their adions, was

by no means to be imputed to the nation in gene-
ral. The Tories faid this was an invidious reftec-

tioa, calculated to miflead and inflame the people ;

for "the reputation of the kingdom had never been

io high as at this very jundure. The commons

pretended aitonilliment to find that any conditions

of the late peace fhould not yet be duly executed;
and that care was not taken to forrn fuch alliances

as might have rendered the peace not precarious.

They declared their refolution to inquire into thefe

fatal mifcarriages ; to trace out thofe meafures

whereon the pretender placed his hopes, and bring
the authors of them to condign punifhment. Thefe

addrelTes were not voted without oppofition. In

the houfe of lords, the dukes of Buckingham and

Shrewfbury, the earl of Anglefey, the archbifhop
of York, and other peers both fecular and eccle-

fiailical, obferved, that their addrefs was injurious
to the late queen's m^emory, and would ferve only
to increafe thofe unhappy diviiions that diftradled

the kingdom. In the lower houfe. Sir William

Wyndham, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Shippen, general
Rofs, Sir William Whitelock, and other members,
took exceptions to pafTages of the fame nature, ia

the "addrej's which the commons had prepared.

They were anfvvered by Mr. Walpole, Mr. Pulte-

ney, and Mr. fecretary Stanhope, who took occa-

fion to declare, that notwithftanding the endea-

vours which had been ufed to prevent a difcovery
of the late mifmanagements, by conveying away
feveral papers from the fecretary's ofnce ; yet the

govei-nment had fufficient evidence left^ to pi^ove*
^  "

4

 '
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t!ie late miniilry the moft corrupt that ever fat at a. c. 17,4,

the helm : that thofe matters would foon be layed
before the houfe, when it would appear, that a

certain Englifli general had a6led,in concert with,

if not received orders from marechal de Villars.

Lord Bolingbroke, who had hitherto appeared in l^^h Bo-

public, as ufual, with great ferenity, and fpoke in Ungbroke

the houfe of lords with great freedom and confi- tT?rln«!

dence, thought it was now high time to confult

his perfonal fafety. He accordingly withdrew to b_,.^

the continent, leaving a letter which was afterwards Torcy.

printed in his juftification. In this paper he de-
BorLng.*

clared he had received certain and repeated infor- broke.

mations that a refolution was taken to purfue him *^'^*""^'

to the fcaffold : that if there had been the lead

reafon to hope for a fair and open trial, after having
been already prejudged unheard, by the two houfes

of parliament, he fhould not have declined the

llriclefl examination. He challenged the mod in-

veterate of his enemies to produce any one inftance

of criminal correfpondence, or the lead corruption
in any part of the adminidration in which he was

concerned. He faid, if his zeal for the honour,

and dignity of his royal midrefs, and the true in-

tered of his country had any where tranfported
him to let dip a warm and unguarded expreflion,
he hoped the mod favourable interpretation would

be put upon it. He affirmed that he had ferved

her majedy faithfully and dutifully, in that efpe-

cially which die had mod at heart, relieving her

people from a bloody and expenfive war ;. and that

he had always been too much an Englidiman to

facrifice the intered of his country to any foreiga

ally whatfoever.

In the midd of all this violence againd the late a c, j7Ij%

miniders, friends were not wanting to efpoufe their

caufe in the face of oppolition i and even in fome

addredes to the king, their condud was judified. .
*

M 4 Nay,
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A.c. J715, Nay, fome individuals had courage enough to at-

tack the prefent adrniniilracion. When a motion,

was made in the houfe of commons, to confider.

the king's proclamation for calling a new parlia-

ment, bir. William Y/yndham, member for the

univerfity of Oxford, boldly declared it was un-

precedented and unwarrantable. Being called up-

reprimanded
Oil to cxplain himfclf, he made an apology. Ne-

by the vertheleis. Sir Wiiham rifing up, faid the procla-
^^^

^^*. mationwas not only unprecedented and unwarrant-

able, but even ,of dangerous confequence to the

very being of parliaments. When challenged to

juilify his charge, he obferved, that every member
was free to fpeak his thoughts. Some exclaimed,
*' The Tower, the Tower." A warm debate en-

fued : Sir William being ordered to withdraw, was

accompanied by one hundred and twenty- nine

members ; and, thofe who remiained in the houfe.

reiblved. That he fliould be reprimanded by the

fpeaker. He was accordingly rebuked for having

prefumed to reflcdt on his majefly's proclamation ;

and made an unwarrantable ufe of the freedom of

fpeech granted by his majefty. Sir William faid,

he was not confcious of having offered any indig-

nity to his majefty, or of having been guilty of 2.

breach of privilege : that he aquiefced in the de-

termination of the houfe ; but had no thanks to

give to thofe gentlemen, v/ho, under pretence of

lenity, had fubjedled him to this cenfure.

On the ninth day of April general Stanhope de-

livered to the houfe of commons fourteen volumes,

confiiling of all the papers relating to the late ne-

gotiations of peace and commerce, as well as to the.

cefTation of arms ; and moved, that they might be

li^toc^^^
referred to a felecl committee of twenty perfons,
who fhould digefl the fubilance of them under

proper heads, and report them, with their obfeiva-

tions, to the houfe. One more v/as added to the

number





?^
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jjinmber of this fecret committee, which was chofen^-c* »7?s-

by ballot ; and met that fame evening. Robert

Walpole, original chairman, being taken ill, was
fucceeded in that place by Mr. Stanhope. The
whole number was fubdivided into three commit-
tees ; to each a certain number of books was allotted 5

and they carried on the enquiry with great eagernefs
and expedition. Before this meafure was taken Dr.

Gilbert Burnet, bifhop of Sarum, died of a pleuritic

fevGf^ in the feventy-fecond year of his age ; and

immediately after the committee had begun to

a6t, the Whig party loft one of their warmeft

champions, by che death of the marquis of Whar-
ton, a nobleman poirefTed of happy talents for the

(:abinet, the fenate, and the common fcenes of

life
•,

talents which a life of pieafurc and liberti-

nifm did not prevent him from employing with fur-

prifing vigour and appHcation. The committee ^

of the lower houfe taking the civil lift into confi-

deration, examined feveral papers relating to that

revenue. The Tories obferved, that from the

feven hundred thoufand pounds granted annually
to king W^illiam, the fum of fifty thoufand pounds
was allotted to the late queen when princefs of

Denmiark •, tv/enty thoufand pounds to the duke of

Gioucefter; and twice that fum as a dowry to

James's queen : that near tv/o hundred thoufand

pounds had been yearly deduded from the revenue

of the late queen's civil lift, and applied to other

ufes ; notv/ithftanding which deduction, fhe had

honourably maintained her family, and fiipported
the dignity of the crown. In the courfe of the de-

bate fome warm altercation pafled between lord

Guernfey and one of the members, who affirm^ed,

that the late miniftry had ufed the Whigs, and,

indeed, the whole nadon, in fuch a manner, that

nothing they ftiould fufFer could be deemed a

har^fhip. At length, the houfe agreed, that the

fum of feven hundred thoufand pounds clear fiiould

be
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A.G, 1715.be granted for the civil lift during his majefty's
life. A motion being made for an addrefs againft

penfions, it was oppofed by Mr. Walpole, and
over-ruled by the majority : and the lords pafled
the bill for regulating the land-forces, with fome
amendments.

Sir John
On the eighteenth day of May Sir John Norris

^°h"'^"^
failed with a ftrong fquadron to the Baltic, in order

to the to protedl the commerce of the nation, which had
Baltic. fuftered from the king of Sweden, who caufed all

fliips trading to thofe parts to be feized and con-

fifcated. That prince had reje6led the treaty of

neutrality concerted by the allies for the fecurity of
the empire -,

and confidered the EngHfh and Dutch
as his enemies. The minifters of England and
the ftates-general had prefented memorials to the

regency of Sweden
-,
but finding no redrefs, they

refolved to prote6l their trade by force of arms.

After the Swedifh general Steenbock and his army
were made prifoners, count Wellen concluded a

treaty with the adminiftrator of Holftein-Gottorp,

by which the towns of Sterin and Wifmar wei-e

fequeftered into the hands of the king of PrufTia ;

and the adminiftrator engaged to fecure them and
all the reft of Swedilli Pomerania from the Poles

and Mufcovites ; but, as the governor of Pomera-
nia refufed to comply with this treaty, thofe allies

marched into the province, fubdued the ifland of

Rugen, and obliged Stetin to furrender. Then
the governor confented to the fequeftration, and

payed to the Poles and Mufcovites four hundred
thoufand rix-dollars, to indemnify them for thq;

expence of the fiege. The king of Sweden return-

ing from Turkey, rejedted the treaty of fequeftra-

tion, and infifted upon Stetin's being reftored,

without his repaying the money. As this mo--

narch likewife' threatened to invade the eledtorate

of Saxony, and chaftife his falfe friends
•, king

George^
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George, for the fecurity of his German dominions, ^' c- ^7^5*

concluded a treaty with the king of Denmark j

by which the dutchies of Bremen and Verden,
which had been taken from the Swede in his ab-

sence, were made over to his Britannick mnjefly,
on condition that he fhould immediately declare

war againft Sweden. Accordingly, he took pof-
feflion of the dutchies in O6tober ; publifhed a

declaration of war againft Charles in his German
dominions

•,
and detached fix thoufand Hanoverians

to join the Danes and PrufTians in Pomerania.

Thefe allies reduced the iflands of Rugen and

Uledon, and attacked the towns of Wifmar and

Stralfund, from which laft place Charles was

obliged to retire in a vefiel to Schonen. He
afTcmbled a body of troops, with which he pro-

pofed to pafs the Sound upon the ice, and attack

Copenhagen ; but was dilappointed by a fudden

thaw. Neverthelefs, he refufed to return to

Stockholm, which he had not feen for fixteen

years ; but remained at Carlefcroon, in order to

haftcn his fleet for the relief of Wifmar.

The fpirit of difcontent and difaffedion feemed
Dirconterft

to gain ground everyday in England. Notwith - of the

Handing proclamations againft riots, and orders of
'^

the juftices for maintaining the peace, repeated
tumults were raifed by the malcontents in the

cities of London and Weftminfter. Thofe who
celebrated the anniverfary of the king's birth-day
with the ufual marks of joy and feftivity, were in-

fulted by the populace ; but, next day, which was
the anniverfary of the reftoration, the whole city
was lighted up with bonfires and illuminations, and

ecchoed with the found of mirth . and tumultuous

rejoicing. The people even obliged the life-

guards who patroled through the ftreets, to join
in the cry of '*

High church and Ormond 1" and

in Smithneld they burned a pidlure of king Wil-

liam,

•nation*
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A.c. 1715. liam. Thirty perfons were imprifoned for being

concerned in thefe riots. One Bournois, a fchooi-

mailcr, who affirmed that king George had no

right to the crown, was tried and fcourged through
the city-j v/ith fuch feverity, that in a few days he

expired in the utmoil torture. A frivolous inci-

dent ferved to increafe the popular ferment. The
fliirts allowed to the firil regimeni of guards, com-
manded by the' duke of Marlborough, were fo

coarfe, that the foldiers could hardly be perfuadcd
to wear them. Some were thrown into the king's
and duke of Marlborough's gardens. A detach-

ment, in marching through the city,' produced
them to the view of the fhopkeepers and paffen-

gers, exclaiming, "Thefe are the Hanover iLirts."

The court being informed of this clamour, order-

ed thofe new iliirts to be burned immediately ^ but

even this facrifice, and an advertifement publifhed

by the duke of Marlborough in his own vindica-

tion, did not acquit that general of a fufpicion that

he was concerned in this mean fpecies of pecula-
tion. A reward of fifty pounds v/as offered by the

government to any perfon that would difcover one

captain Wight, who, by an intercepted letter, ap-

peared to be difaffeded to king George ; and Mr.

George Jeffries was feized at Dublin with a packet
directed to Dr. Jonathan Swift, dean of St. Patrick's.

Several treafonable papers being found in this

packet, were tranfmitted to England : Jeffries was

obhged to give bail.for his appearance , and Swift

thought proper to abfcond.

The houfe of lords, to demonilrate their abhor-

rence of all who fhould engage in confpiracies

againft their foyereign, rejedied with indignation
a petiuon prefented to them, in behalf of Black-

burn, Caflils, Bernarde, Meldrum, and Chambers,
who had hitherto continued prifoners, for having

confpired againll the life of king V/illiam. On
the
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the ninth day of June, Mr. Walpole, as chairman a. o 17^5.

of the fecret committee, declared to the houfe of

commons, that the report was ready , and in the

mean time moved, That a warrant might be iiTued

by Mr. Speaker for apprehending leveral perfons,

particularly Mr. Matthew Prior and Mr, Thomas

Harley, who being in the houfe, were immedi-

ately taken into cuftody. Then he read the repori:, Report ^j

ranged under thefe different heads : The clandeftine ^^^ ^^cret

negotiation' v/ith monfieur Menae:er : the extra-
*^°"^"^^^^^^*

ordinary meafures purfued to form the congrefs^ at

Utrecht : the trifling of the French plenipotenti-

aries, by the connivance of the Biitifh minifters :

the negotiation about the renunciation of the

Spaniili monarchy : the fatal fufpenfion of arms :

the feizure of Ghent and Bruges, in order to diftrefs

the allies and favour the French : the duke of
Ormond's adling in concert with the French gene-
ral : the lord Bolingbroke's journey to France to

negotiate a feparate peace : Mr. Prior's and the

duke of Shrcwfbury's negotiations in France : the

precipitate conclufion of the peace at Utrecht.

The report being recited, Sir Thomas Hanmer
moved, That the confideration of it fhould be ad-

journed to a certain day : and, that in the m.eaa

time the report ihould be prefented for the perufal
of the members : he was feconded by the Tories ;

a debate enfued ; and the motion was reje6led by
a great majority.

This point being gained, Mr. Walpole im- Rc/oiiuFor/s

peached Henry lord vifcount Bolingbroke of high- [rirBl^ing-

treafon, and other high crimes and mifdem.eanours. ^'"'^^^^ -'^<^

Mr. Hungerford declared his opinion, that nothing forVthe^"

mentioned in the report, in relation to lord Boling-
^"^^^ "^ o*"-

broke, amounted to high
-treafon

•,
and general "heVr/of

Rofs exprelled the fame fentiment. Then lord ^'^^^^^""'^'

Coningfby {landing up,
" The v/orthy chairman

"
(faid he) has impeached the hand, but I impeach

" the
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c<
(]jQ head: he has impeached the clerk, and I,

" the juftice : he has impeached the fcholar, and
"

i, the mafter. I impeach Robert earl of Ox-
" ford and earl Mortimer, of high treafon, and
*' other crimes and mifdemeanours." Mr. Audi-

tor Harley, the earPs brother, fpoke in vindication

of that minifter. He affirmed he had done no-

thing but by the immediate command of his love-

reign : that the peace was a good peace, and ap-

proved as fuch by two parliaments : and that the

fa6ts charged to him in the report amounted only
to mifdemeanours. Mr. Auditor Foley, the carl's

brother- in-lav/, made a fpeech to the fame purpofe:
Sir Jofeph Jekyll, a ilaunch Whig, and member
of the fecret committee, expreiled his doubtj
whether they had fufficient matter or evidence to

impeach the earl of high-treafon. Neverthelefs,

the houfe refolved to impeach him, without a

divifion. When he appeared in the houfe of lords

next day, he found himfelf avoided by his brother
'

peers, as infe(5lious : and retired with figns of con-

fufion. Prior and Harley having been examined

by fuch of the committee as were juflices of the

peace for Middlefex, Mr. Walpole informed the

houfe, that matters of fuch importance appeared
in Prior's examination, that he v/as directed to

move them for that m.ember's being clofely con-

fined. He was accordingly cut off from all com-
munication. On the twenty- firft day of June Mr*

fecretary Stanhope impeached James duke of On
mond of high-treafon, and other high crimes

and mifdemeanours. Mr. Archibald Hutchinfon,
one of the commiffioners of trade, fpoke in favour

of the duke. He expatiated on his noble birth

and qualifications: he enumiCrated the great fervices

performed to the crown and nation by his grace
and his acceflors : he obferved, that in the whole

courfe of his lace condudt, he had only obeyed the

queen's-
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queen's commands: and affirmed, that all the^.c. 1715.

allegations againft him, could not, in the rigour of
the law, be conftrued into high-treafon. Mr.
Hutchinlon was feconaed by general Lumley, who
urged that the duke of Ormond had on all occa-

fions given fignal proofs of his afFedtion for his

country, as well as of perfonal courage : that he
had generoufly expended the bed part of his

eilate by living abroad in a moil noble and fplen-
did manner, for the honour of his country. Sir

Jofeph Jekyll faid, if there was room for mercy,
he hoped it would be Ihewn to that noble, gene-

'

rous, and courageous peer, who had in a courfe

of many years exerted thofe great accomplifh-
ments for the good and honour of his country :

that, as the ftatute of Edward III. on which the

charge of high-treafon againil him was to be

grounded, had been mitigated by fubfequent a6ls,

the houfe ought not, in his opinion, to take ad-

vantage of that aft againfi: the duke, but only

impeach him of high crimes and mifdemeanours.
General Rofs, Sir William Wyndham, and the

fpeakers of that party, did not abandon the duke
in this emergency ; but ail their arguments and

eloquence were loft upon the other fadlion, by
which they were greatly outnumbered ; and the

queftion being put, was carried for the impeach-
ment of the duke of Ormond, who perceiving

every thing conduced by a furious
i'pirit of re-

veno;e, and that he could not cxcedt the benefit of
an impartial trial, coniulted his own fafety by with-

drawing himfelf from the kingdom. On the

twenty-fecond day of June the earl of Strafford was
likewile impeached by Mr. Aiilabie, for having
advifed the fatal fufpenfion of arms, and the feizing
of Ghent and Bruges ; and for having treated thcz

Bioft fcrene houfe of Hanover with infolence and
con-
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but overpowered by his enemies.

When the articles againft the earl of Oxford
were read in the houfe, a warm debate arofe upon
the eleventh, by which he was charged with hav-

ing advifed the French king in what manner Tour-

nay might be gained from the itates-general. The
. queftion being put, Whether this article amounted

to high'treaion ? Sir Robert Raymond, formerly
Toil icitor-general, maintained the negative, and
v/as fupported not only by Sir William Wyndham
and the Tories, but alfo by Sir Jofeph Jekyll, who
faid, it was ever his principle to do juitice to

every body from the higheft to the lowed j and,

that it was the duty of an honeft man never to a6b

by a fpirit of party : that he hoped he might pre-
tend to have fome knowledge of the laws of the

kingdom ; and would not fcruple to declare, that

in his judgment, the charge in queftion did not

amcimt to high-treafon. Mr, Walpole anfwered

with great warmth, that there were feveral perfons
both in and out of the committee, who did not

in the leaft yield to that member in point of honefty ;

and who were fuperior to him in the knowledge of

the laws, yet were fatisfied, that the charge fpeci-
fxed in the eleventh article amounted to high-trea-
fon. This point being decided againfl the earl,

and the other articles approved by the houfe, the

lord Coningfby, attended by the Whig members,

impeached the earl of Oxford at the bar of the

houfe of lords, demanding, at the fame time, that

he might be fcquellered from parliament, and com-
mitted to fafe cuilody. A motion was made, that

the confideration of the articles might be adjourn-
- cd. After a iliort debate the articles were read :

then the Tory lords moved, that the judges might
be confulted. This motion being rejected, an-

other
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ether was made, that the earl iliould be commit- A- c. '7^5-

ted to fafe ciiftodv : this occafioned another debate,

in which he himleif fpoke to the following piirpofe ;

That the whole charge might be reduced to the,

negotiations and ccnclufion of the peace : thattthe

nation wanted a peace, he faid, no body would

deny: that the conditions of this peace were as

good as could be expelled, coniidering the back-

wardnefs and relu6lancy which fome of the allies

fnewed to comiC into the queen's meafures : that

the peace was approved by two fucceiTive
parlia-

ments : that he had no fliare in the affair of Tour-

nay, which was wholly tranfac^ed by that unfortu-

nate nobleman who had thought fit to ilep ande :

that, for his own part, he always a6ted by the im-

mediate diredions and commands 01 the late queen^
without ofiending againil any known law; and be-

ing juilified by his own confcience, was unconcern-

ed for the life of an infignificant old man : that, if

miniHers of ilate, adting by the immicdiate com-

mands of their fovereign, are afterwards to be made
accountable for their proceeoings, it might one day
or other be the cafe with all the members of that

auguft aflembly : that he did not doubt their lord-

fhipSj out of regard to themfelves, would give him .

an equitable hearing : and that, in the profecution
of the inquiry it would appear, he had merited not

only the indulgence, but even the favour of this

government.
" My lords (laid he) I am now to

'• take my leave of your lordlhips, and of this ho-
" nourable houfe, perhaps for ever. I lliall lay

down my life with pleafure in a caufe tavoured

by my late dear royal miitrefs. When I confidcf
''• that I am to be judged by the juilice, honour,
'' and virtue of my peers, I fliail acqniefce, and
*' retire with great content : and, my lords, God's
" will be done." The duke of Shrewlbury hav-

ing acquainted the houfe, that the tarl was veiy
N'*. 94. N much
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to remain at his own houfe, in cuftody of the black

rod: in his way thither he was attended by a

great multitude of people, crying, ''High church,
*' Ormond, and Oxford for ever!" Next day he
was brought to the bar, where he received a copy
of the articles, and was allowed a month to prepare
his anfwer. Though Dr. Mead declared, that if

the earl fhoojld be lent to the Tower his Irfe would
be in danger ; it was carried, on a divifion, that he

fhould be conveyed thither on the fixteenth day of

July. During the debate the eari of Anglefey
obferved, that thefe impeachments were difagree?
able to the narion ; and that it was to be feared,

fuch violent meafures would make the fceptre fhake

in the king's hands. This exprelTion threw the

whole houfe in a flame. Some members cried,
" To the Tower." Some,

'' To order." The
earl of Sutherland declared, that if thefe words had
been fpoken in another place, he would have called

tlie perfon that fpoke them to an account ^ in the

mean time he moved, that he ihould explain him-

felf. Anglefey, dreading the refentment of the

houfe, was glad to make an apology •,
which was

^ad
of Ox-

accepted. The earl of Oxford was attended to the

tiiVTower. Tower by a prodigious concourfe of people, who
did not fcruple to exclaim againft his perfecutors.
Tumults were raifed in StafFordfhire and other

parts of the kingdom, againft: the Whig party,
which had deprefTed the friends of the church and
embroiled the nation. The houfe of commons

prefented an addrefs to the king, defiring that the

laws might be vigoroufly executed againil the rio-

rXad.'''
^^^^- They prepared the proclamation-ad, decree-

ing, that if any perfons to the number of twelve,

unlawfully affembled, fliould continue together one
hour after having been required to difperfe, by a

jaftice of peace or other officer, and heard the pro-
clamatioa
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clamatlon againft riots read in public, they Hiould a. c. 1715.

be deemed guilty of felony without benefit of the

clergy.
When the king went to the houfe of peers on '^^^ ^J^s

the twentieth day of July, to give the royal affent the pariil"

to this and fome other bills, he told both houles,
""^nt that«

that a rebellion was actually begun at home ; and, brgun?"^^

that the nation was threatened with an invafioa

from abroad. He therefore expelled, that the

commons would not leave the kingdom in a de-

fencelefs condition, but enable him to take fuch

meafures as Ihould be necclTary for the public

fafety. AddrciTes in the ufual ftile were immedia-

tely prefented by the parliament, the convocation,
the common council, and lieutenancy of London,
and the two univerfities, though that of Oxford
was received in the mioft contemptuous manner,
the deputies being charged with diiloyalty, on ac-

count of a fray which had happened between fome

recruiting officers and the fcholars of the univerfity*
The addrefles from the kirk of Scotland, and the

diflenting minifters of London and Weftminfber,
met with a much more gracious reception. The

parliament forthwith pafied an a(5l, impowering the

king to fecure fufpe<5led perfons, and to fufpend
the Habeas-corpus a6t in that tim.e of danger. A
claufe was added to a money4oill, offering the re-

"ward of one hundred thoufand pounds to fuch as

fhould feize the pretender dead or alive. Sir

George Byng was fent to take the command of the

fleet : general Erie repaired to his government of

Portfmouth : the guards were encamped in Hyde-
park : lord Irwin was appointed governor of Hull,
m the room of brigadier Sutton, who, with lord

Windfor, the generals Rofs, Webb, and Stuart, were

difmifled from the lervice. Orders were given for

raifing thirteen regiments of dragoons, and eight
fif infantry J and the trained- bands v/cre kept in

N 2 readinels
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thefe tranfadlions the commons added fix arti-

cles to thofe exhibited againil the earl of Oxford.

Lord Boiingbroke was impeached at the bar of -

the houfe of lords by ?v4r. Walpole : bills being

brought in to fummon him and the duke of Or-

mond, to furrender themfelves by the tenth of

September, or in default thereof, to attaint them
of high-treafon ; they palTed both houfes, and re-

ceived the royal afient. On the laft day of Auguft
the commons agreed to the articles againil the

earl of Strafford, which being prefented to the

houfe of lords, the earl made a fpeech in his own
vindication. He complained that his papers had

been feized in an unprecedented manner. He faid,

if he had in his letters, or difcourfe, dropped any

unguarded exprefTions againft feme foreign mini-

llers, while he had the honour to reprefent the

crown of Great-Britain, he hoped they would not

be accounted criminal by a Britifn houfe of peers :

he delired he might be allov/ed a competent time to

anfwer the articles brought againft him, and have

duplicates of all the papers which had either been

layed before the committee of fecrecy, or remained

in the hands of the government, to be ufed occa-

fionally in his juftification. This requeft.was ve-

hemently oppofed by the leaders of the other

party, until the earl of Hay reprefented, that in all

civilized nations, ail courts of judicature, except
the inquifition, allowed the perfons arraigned all

that was neceflary for their j unification : and, that

the houfe of peers of Great-Britain ought not, in

this cafe, to do any thing contrary to that honour
and equity for which they were fo juilly renowned

throughout all Europe. This obfervation made an

impreffion upon the houfe, which refolved, that the

earl fhould be indulged with copies of fuch papers
as he might have occaiion to ufe in his defence.

On
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On the third day of September Oxford's anfwer a. c. 1715.

was delivered to the houfe of lords, who tranfmitt-

ed it to the commons. Mr. Walpcle having heard

it read, faid, it contained little more than a repeti-
tion of what had been fuggefted in fome pamphlets
and papers which had been publifned in vindica-

tion of the late miniftry : that it was a falle and
malicious libel, laying upon his royal miftrels the

blame of all the pernicious meafures he had led her

into, againft her own honour, and the good of his

country : that it was likewife a libel on the pro-

ceedings of the commons, fmce he endeavoured to

clear thofe perfons who had already confeiTed their

guilt by flight. After fome debate the houfe re-

folved. That the anfwer of Robert earl of Oxford
fhould be referred to the committee appointed to

draw up articles of impeachment, and prepare evi-

dence againft the impeached lords : and, That the

committee fhould prepare a replication to the an-

fwer. This was according prepared, and fent up
to the lords. Then the committee reported, That Duke of

Mr. Prior had grofly prevaricated on his examina-
lyiHioting-

tion, and behaved with great contempt of their broke at-

authority. The duke of Ormond and the lord
^^^"^^^

vifcount Bolingbroke having omitted to furrender

themfelves within the time limited, the houfe of

lords ordered the earl-marfhal to raze out of the

lilt of peers their names and armorial bearings. In-

ventories were taken of their perfonal efiates
; and

the duke's atchievement, as knight of the garter,
was taken down from St. Geora-e's chaoel at Wind-
for. A man of candour cannot, without an emo-
tion of grief and indignation, refledl upon the ruin

of the noble family of Ormond, in the perfon of a

brave, generous, and humane nobleman, to v/hom

no crime v/as im.puted, bur that of having obeyed
the command of his fovereign. About this pe-
riod the royal alTent was given to an adt for encou-

V 3 raging
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who continued peaceable while his lord took arms
in favour of the pretender, was invefted with the

property of the lands he rented
•, and, on the other

hand it was decreed, That the lands polTefled by
any perfon guilty of high-treafon, fhould revert to

the fuperior of v/hom they were held, and be con-

folJdated with the fuperiority : and. That all intails

and fettlements of eftates fince the firft day of Au-

guil, in favour of children, with a fraudulent in-

tent to avoid the punifhment of the law due to the

offence of high-treafon, fhould be null and void.

It likewife contained a claufe for fummoning fuf-

pefbed perfons, to find bail for their good beha-

viour, on pain of being denounced rebels. By vir-

tue of this claufe^ all the heads of the Jacobite clans,

and other fufpedted perfons, were fummoned to

Edinburgh ^ and thofe who did not appear were

declared rebels.

Intrigues of By this time the rebellion was adlually begun in

the jaco- Scotland. The diirenficns occafioned in that coun-

try by the union had never been wholly appeafed.
Even fince the queen's death, addrelTes were pre-

pared in different parts of Scotland againfl the

Vinion, which v/as deemed a national grievance :

and the Jacobites did not fail to encourage this

averfion. Though their hopes of diifolving that

treaty were baffled by the indullry and other arts

of the Revolutioners, who fecured a majority of

Whigs in parliament, they did not lay afide their

defign of attempting fomething of confequence in

favour of the pretender -,
but maintained a corref-

pondence with the malcontents of England, a great
number of whom w^ere driven by apprehenfion,
hard ufage, and refentment, into a

fyflem
of poli-

tics which othervv'ife they would not have efpoufed.
The Tories finding themfelves totally excluded

from any fnare in. the government and legiflature,
and
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apfl expofed to the infolence and fury of a fadion a.c. 1715.

which they defpifed, began to wifli in earneft for

a revolution. Some of them held private conful-

tations, and communicated v/ith the Jacobites,
who conveyed their fentiments to the chevalier de
St. George, with fuch exaggerations as were dic-

tated by their own eagernefs and extravagance.

They allured the pretender, that the nation was

wholly di{afFe<5led to the new government ; and in-

deed, the clamours, tumults, and converfation of
the people in general, countenanced this affertion.

They promifed to take arms without further delay
in his favour ; and engaged that the Tories fhould

join them at his firft landing in Great-Britain.

They, therefore, befought him to come over with

all pofTible expedition, declaring, that his appear-
ance would produce an immediate revolution. The
chevalier refolved to take the advantage of this fa-

vourable difpofition. He had recourfe to the

French king, who had always been the refuge of
his family. Lewis favoured him in fecret ; and,

notwithftanding his late engagements with Eng-
land, cherifhed the ambition of raifmg him to the

throne of Great-Britain. He fupplied him pri-

vately with fums of money, to prepare a fmall ar-

mament in the port of Havre, which was equipped
in the name ofDepine D'Anicaut : and without all

doubt, his defign was to affift him more effedlually,
in proportion as the Englilh fhould manifeft their

attachment to the houfe of Stuart. The duke of
Ormond and the lord Bolingbi-okc, who had retired

to France, finding themlelves condemned un-

heard, and attainted, engaged in the fervice of

xhe chevalier, and correfponded with the Tories of

England.
All thefe intrigues and machinations were difco-

Vered and communicated to the court of London
N 4 by
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ambaiTador at Paris. He was a nobleman of un-

qneflioned honour and integrity, generous, humane,

difcerning, and refoiute. He had fignalized him-

felf by his valour, intrepidity, and other military

talents, during the war in the Netherlands -,
and

he now a6ted in another fphere with uncommon

vigour, vigilance, and addrefs. He detedled the

chevalier's fchem.c v/hile it was yet in embryo, and

gave fuch early notice of it, as enabled the king
of Great-Britain to take efiefcual meafures for de-

feating the defign. Ail the pretender's interefl ift

France expired with Lewis XIV. that oilentatious

tyrant, who had for above half a century facrificed

the repofe of Chriilendom to his infatiate vanity

Le^-ilxiv. ^^^ ambition. At his death, which happened on

the firil day of September, the regency of the

kino;dom devolved to the duke of Orleans,

v/ho adopted a new fyftem of politics, arid had

already entered into engagements with the king of

Great-Bricain. Inftead of afliiling the pretender^
he amufed his agents with myfterious and equi-
vocal expreffions, calculated to fruftrate the defigti

of the expedition. Neverthelefs, the more violent

part of the Jacobites in Great- Britain believed he

was at bottom a friend to their caufe ; and depend-
ed upon him for fuccour. They even extorted

from him a fum of money by dint of importuni-

ties, and fome arms ; but the veflel was fhip-

wrecked, and the cargo loft upon the coail of

Scotland.

The partifans of the pretender had proceeded
too far to retreat with fafety -,

and therefore refolv-

ed to try their fortune in the field. The earl of

Mar repaired to the Highlands, where he held

confukations with the marquifies of Huntley and

TuUibardine, the carls Marifchal and Southefk,

the
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the generals Hamilton and Gordon, with the chiefs a. €.1715,

of the Jacobite clans. Then he affembled three
^j^^^ j

^

hundred of his own vaflals, proclaimed the preten- Marfctsup

der at Caftletown, and fet up his ftandard at
Brae-^^^^.p^^^JJ;;

Mar on the fixth day of September. By this time dard in

the earls of Home, Wigtown, and Kinnoul, ^he '''*^*^^^^"^'

lord Defkford, and Lockhart of Carnwath, with

other perfons fufpedted of difaffedlion to the pre-
fent government, were committed prifoners to the

caftle of Edinburgh ; and major-general Whetham
marched with the regular troops which were in that

kingdom, to fecure the bridge of Stirling. Before

theie precautions were taken, two veiTels had ar-

rived at Arbroath from Havre, with arms, ammu-
nition, and a good number of officers, who affbred

the earl of Mar, that the pretender would foon be

with him in perfon. The death of Lewis XIV.
ftruck a general damp upon their fpirits ; but they

layed their account with being joined by a powerful

body in England. The earl of Mar, by letters

and meflages, prcfled the chevalier to come over

without further delay. He, in the mean time, af-

fumed the title of lieutenant-general of the preten-
der's forces, publiflied a declaration, exhorting the

people to take arms for their lawful fovereign •,
and

this was followed by a fbrewd manifeHo, explain-

ing the national grievances, and alluring the peo-

ple of redrefs. Some of his partifans attempted to

furprife the caftle of Edinburgh •,
but were pre-

vented by the vigilance and aflivity of colonel

Stuart, lieutenant-governor of that fortrefs. The
duke of Argyle fet out for Scotland as commander
in chief of the forces in North-Britain : the earl

of Sutherland ^ct fail in the Queenborough fhip of

war for the North, where he propofed to raife his

vaiTals for the fervice of the government; and

many other Scottifn peers returned to their own

country,
z
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George.

^''^'bL of
^^ England the pra(5i:ices

of the Jacobites did not

Sower efcape the notice of the miniftry. Lieutenant-co-

l^^"^^^^*^'"
lonel Paul was imprifoned in the Gate-houfe, for

l^jv"

"

inlifling men in the fervice of the pretender. The
titular duke of Powis was committed to the Tower:

the lords Lanfdown and Duplin were taken into

cuftody ; and a warrant was ifTued for apprehend-

ing the earl of Jerfey. The king defired the con-

fent of the lower houfe to feize and detain Sir WiW
iiani Wyndham, Sir John Packington, Mr. Ed-

ward Harvey of Combe, Mr. Thomas Poller, Mr.

John Anftis, and Mr. Corbet Kynailon, who were

inembers of the houfe, and fufpeded of favouring

the invafion. The commons unanimoufly agreed
to the propofal, and prefented an addrefs fignifying

their approbation. Harvey and Anftis were im-

mediately fecured. Poller, with the afii(lance of

fome popifli lords, affembled a body of men in

Northumberland : Sir John Packington being exa-

mined before the council, was difmiffed for want of

evidence. Mr, Kynaflon abfconded : Sir William

Wyndham was feized at his own houfe in Somerfet-

fhire, by colonel Hufke and a meffenger, who fe-

cured his papers : he found means, however, to

efcape from them-, but afterwards furrendered

himfelf, and having been examined at the coun-

cil-board, was committed to the Tower. His fa-

ther-in-law the duke of Somerfet offered to become
bound for his appearance; and being rejedled as bail,

cxpreifed his refentment fo warmly, that the king

thought proper to remove him from the office of

maflerof the horfe. On the twenty-firft day of

September the king went to the houfe of lords^

and palled the bills that were ready for the royal

alTent. X^^" the chancellor read his majefly*s

fpeech^
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fpeech, exprefling his acknowledgment and fatif- a.c. 1715.

faftion for the uncommon marks of their affedlion

he had received ;
and the parliament adjourned to

the fixth day of Odober.
The friends of the houfe of Stuart were very nu-

merous in the wellern counties, and began to make

preparations for an infurredtion. They had con-

cealed fome arms and artillery at Bath, and formed
a delign to furprife Briftol ; but they were betrayed
and difcovered by the emiffaries of the govern-
ment •,

which baffled all their fchemes, and appre-
hended every perfon of confequence fufpeded of'

attachment to that caufe. The univerfity of Ox-
ford felt the rod of power on this occafion. Major-

general Pepper, with a Urong detachment of dra-

goons, took pofTeflion of the city at day-break»

declaring he would ufe military execution on all

lludents who fnould prefume to appear without the

limits of theT refpedlive colleges. He feized ten

or eleven perfons, among whom was one Lloyd, a

coffeeman ; and made prize of fome horfes and fur-

niture belonging to colonel Owen, and other gen-
tlemen. With this booty he retreated to Abing-
don

•,
and Handafyde's regiment of foot was after-

wards quartered at Oxford, to overav/e the univer-

fity. The miniftry found it more difficult to fup-

prefs the infurgents in the northern counties. In The earl of

the month of October, the earl of Derwentwater Derwent-

and Mr. Fofter took the field with a body of horfe, m\"yoLt
and beino; joined bv fome gentlemen from the bor- pj-^^^aim

'
. . the ore

ders of Scotland, proclaimed che pretender in Wark- tender.'

worth, Morpeth, and Alnwick. Their firft defign
was to feize the town of Newcaftle, in which they
had many friends : but they found the gates lliut

upon them, and retired to Hexham
•,
while gene-

ral Carpenter having alTembled a body of dragoons,
refolved to march from Nevv^caftle and attack them

before they lliould be reinforced. The rebels re-

tir>Dg
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A. c. 17^5. tiring northward to Wooler, were joined by two hun-

dred Scottifh horfe under the lord vilcount Ken-

muir, and the earls of Carnwath and Wintoun,
who had fet up the pretender's llandard at Moffat,

and proclaimed him in different parts of Scotland.

The rebels thus reinforced, advanced to Kelfo,

having received advice that there they would be

joined by Mackintofh, who had croffed the Forth

with a body of Highlanders.

By this time the earl of Mar was at the head of

ten thoufand men well armed. He had fecured the

pafs of the Tay at Perth, where his head-quarters
were ellablifhed, and made himfelf mafler of the

v/hole fruitful province of Fife, and all the fea-

coafl on that fide of the frith of Edinburgh. He
feiedled two thoufand five hundred men, command-*

ed by brigadier MackintoHi, to make a defcent up-
on the Lothian fide, and join the Jacobites in that

county, or fuch as Ihould take arms on the borders

of England. Boats were affembled for this pur-

pofe; and, notv/ithftanding all the precautions
that could be taken by the king's fhips in the frith,

to prevent the defign, above fifteen hundred cho-

fen men made good their pafTage in the night, and

Jfoff^s'Jhf
landed on the coail of Lothian, having croffed an

friihof arm of the fea about fixteen miles broad, in open

Loty^lT ^^^^s ^^^^ P^^^^ through the midit of the king's
and joins cruifers. Nothing could be better concerted, or

inAifgents^j
cxecutcd with morc conduct or courage, than

was this hazardous enterprize. They amufed the

king's fhips with marches and countermarches along
the coaft, in fuch a manner that they could not

pofTibly know v/here they intended to embark.

The earl of Mar, in the mean time, marched from

Perth to Dumblaine, as if he had intended to crofs

the Forth at Stirling-bridge : but his real defign was

to divert the duke of Argyle from attacking his

detachment which had landed in Lothian. So far

the
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the fcheme fucceeded. The duke, who had af- a. c. 1715,.

lembled fome troops in Lothian, returned to Stir-

ling with the utmoft expedition, after having Itcur-

cd Edinburgh, and obliged Mackintofh to aban-

don his defign on that city. He had adually taken

pofleflion of Leith, from whence he retired to Sea-v

toun-houfe, near Prefton-pcns, which he fortified

in fuch a manner that he could not be forced with-

out artillery. Here he remained until he received

an order acrofs the frith from the earl of Mar, to

join lord Kenmuir and the Englifli at Kelfo, for

which place he immediately began his march, and
reached it on the twenty-lecond day of Od:ober,

though a good number of his men had deferred on
the route.

The lord Kenmuir, Vv'ith the earls of Wintoun,
Nithfdale, and Carnwath

-,
the earl of Derwent-

water and Mr.. Forfter, with the Englifli infur-

gents, arriving at the famie time, a council of war
was immediately called. Wintoun propofed thac

they fliouid march immediately into the weflern

parts of Scotland, and join general Gordon, who
commanded a ftrong body of Highlanders in

Argyiefnire. The Englifh infifled upon crofTing
the Tweed, and attacking general Carpenter,
whofe troops did not exceed nine hundred dra-

goons. Neither fcheme was executed. They
took the route to Jedburgh, where they refolved

to leave Carpenter on one fide, and penetrate into

England by the v/ellern border. The Highlan-
ders declared they would not quit their own coun-

. try j but were ready to execute the fcheme propofed

by the earl of Wintoun. Means liCwever were

found to prevail upon one half of them to advance,
while the rtil returned to the Highlands.' At"

Brampton, Forfter opened his commiiTion of ge-

neral, which had been fent to him from the earl of

Mar, and proclaimed the pretender. They con-

tinufd
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^•c J7i5.|;invicd their march to Penrith, where the fherifr,

affifted by the lord Lonfdale and the bifhop of

Carlifle, had afTembled the whole poffe comitatus

of Cumberland, amounting to twelve thoufand

men, who difperfed with the utmoft precipitation at

^ the approach of the rebels. From Penrith, For-
fler proceeded by the way of Kendal and Lancafter

to Prellon, from whence Stanhope's regiment of

dragoons, and another of militia, immediately re-

tired ; fo that he took polTeffion of the place with-

out refiftance. General Wills marched againfl the

enemy with fix regiments of horfe and dragoons,
and one battalion of foot commanded by colonel

Preflon. They had advanced to the bridge of

Ribble before Forller received intelligence of their

approach. He forthwith began to raife barrica-

does, and put the place in a podure of defence.

On the twelfth day of November, the town was

brifkly attacked in two different places : but the

king's troops met with a very warm reception, and

^ho are at- wcre repulfcd with confiderablc lofs. Next day

p"^/"^

^^
general Carpenter arrived with a reinforcement of

'

three regiments of dragoons -,
and the rebels were

inveilcd on all fides. The Highlanders declared

they would make a fally fword in hand, and either

cut their way through the king's troops, or perifh
in the attempt; but they were over-ruled. For-

ller fent colonel Oxburgh v/ith a trumpet to gene-
ral Wills, to propofe a capitulation. He was given
to underiland, that the general would not treat

with rebels ; but, in caie of their furrendering at

cVblcretion, he would prevent his foldiers from put-

ting them to the fword, until he fhould receive

further orders. He granted them time to confider

till next morning, upon their delivering the earl

of Derwentwater and Mackintofh as hoilages.
When Foriler fubmitted, this Hi^rhlander declar-

ed, he could not promife that the Scots would
furrender
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furrender in that manner. The general defired a. c. 17x5,

him to return to his people, and he would forth-

with attack the town, in which cafe every man of

them fliould be cut in pieces. The Scottifh noble-

men did not chufe to run that rifque ; and per-
fuaded the Highlanders to accept the terms that

we.re offered. They accordingly laid down their ^^j f^rmj-

-arms, and were put under a ftrong guard. Aineratciii-

the noblemen and lead^rrs were fecared. Major
*^

Nairn, captain Lockharr, captain Shaftoe, and en-

fign Erikine, were tried by a court martial as de-

ferters, and executed. Lord Charles Murray, fori

of the duke of Athole, was likewife condemned
for the fame crime, but reprieved. The comm.on
men were imprifoned at Chefter and Liverpool:
the noblemen and confiderable officers were fent to

London, conveyed through the ilreets, pinioned
like malefadlors, and committed to the Tower and

to Newgate.
The very day on which the rebels furrendered Baitieat

at Preflon, was remarkable for the batde ofDum- ^""»^^""^

blaine, fought between the duke
'

of Argyle and
the earl of Mar, who commanded the pretender's
forces. This nobleman had retreated to his camp
at Perth, when he underftood the duke was re-

turned from Lothian to Stirling. But being now

joined by the northern clans under the eari of Sea-

forth, and thoie of the weft commanded by gene^
ra! Gordon, who had fignalized himfelf in the fer-

vice of the czar of Mufcovy, he refolved to pafs
the Forth, in order to join his fouthern friends, that

they might march together into England. With
this view he marched to Auchterardere, where he
reviewed his army, and reiled on the eleventh day
of November. I'he duke of Argyle, apprifed of

his intention, and being joined by fonie regiments
of dragoons from Ireland, determ.ined to give him
battle in the neighbourhood of Dumblaine. On

the

5



192 H I S T O R Y OF E N G L AN D.

A.C. ijJS' the twelfth day of the month he pafTed the Forth

at Stirling, and encamped with his left at the vil-

lage of Dumblaine, and his right towards Sheriff-

moor. The earl of Mar advanced within two miles

of his camp, and remained till day-break in order

of battle i his army confiding of nine thoufand ef-

fe6live men, cavalry as well as infantry. In the

morning, the duke underftanding they were in mo-

tion, drew up his forces, which did not exceed

three thoufand five hundred men, on the heights
to the north-eaft of Dumblaine: but he was out-

flanked both on the right and left. The clans that

formed part of the center and right wing of the

enemy, with Cianronald and Glengary at their

head, charged the left of the king's army fword in

hand, with fuch impetuofity that in feven minutes

both horfe and foot v/ere totally routed v/ith great

flaughter-, and general Whetham who commanded
them, fled at full gallop to Stirling, where he de-

clared that the royal army was totally defeated.

In the mean time, the duke of Argyle, who com-
manded in peribn on the right, attacked the left

of the enemy, at the head of Stair's and Evans's

dragoons, and drove them two miles before him,
as far as the water of Allan : though in that fpace

they wheeled about and attempted to rally ten

times ; fo that he was obliged to prefs them hard,

that they might not recover from their confufion.

Brigadier Wightman followed, in order to fuftain

him with three battalions of infantry ; while the

vi<florious right wing of the rebels having purfued
Whetham a confiderable way, returned to the field,

and formed in the rear of Wightman, to the
' amount of five thoufand men. The duke of

Argyle returning from the purfuit, joined Wight-
man, who had faced about and taken pofieflion of

fome inclofures and mud- wails, in expedation of

being attacked. In this poilure both armies front-

ed
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ted each other till the evening, when the duke ^•^•.»7»s»

drew off towards Dumblaine, .and the rebels retired

to Ardoch, without mutual moleftation. Next
*

"

day, the duke marching back to the field of battle,

carried off the wounded, with four pieces' of can-

non left by the enemy, and retreated to Stirling.
Few prifoners were taken on either fide : the num-
ber of the (lain might be about five hundred of
each army, and both generals claimed the vicftory.

This battle was not fo fatal to the Flighlanders as

the lofs of Invernefs, from which Sir John Mac-
kenzie was driven by Sinion Frazer lord Lovat,
who, contrary to the principles he had hitherto

profefTed, fecured this important poft for the go-
vernment

*, by which means a free (Communica-
tion was. opened with the north of Scotland, where
the earl of Sutherland had raifed a confiderable

body of vafTals. The m.arquis of Huntley and the

earl of Seaforth were obliged to quit the rebel

army, in order to defend their own territories i and
in a little time fubmitted to king George : a good
number of the Frazers declared with their chief

againft the pretender : the marquis of Tullibardine

withdrew from the army to cover his own country ;

and the clans, feeing no likelihood of another ac-

tion, began to difperfe, according to cuHom.
The government was now in a condition to fend

ftrong reinforcements to Scotland. Six thoufand

men that were claimed of the dates general by vir-

tue of the treaty, landed in England, and began
their march for Edinburgh : general Cadogan let

out for the fame place, together with brigadier
Petit and fix other engineers ; and a train of artil-

lery was fhipped at the Tower for that country,
the duke of Argyle refolving to drive the earl of

Mar out of Perth, to which town he had retired

with the remains of his forces. The pretender
NuMB.XCV. O having
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leaving been amufed with the hope of feeing the

whole kingdom of England rife up as one max^ ia

his behalf 5 and the duke of Ormond having made
a fiuitkfs voyage to the weftern coaft, to try the

difpofition of the people, he was now convinced of

the vanity of his expedation in that quarter •, and,

as he knew not what other courfe to take, he re-

Iblved to hazard his perfon among his friends in

Scotland, at a time when his affairs in that king-
Thepreten- dom Were abfolutely defperate. From Brittany he

ScDdaTd!''" po^^"^<^ through part of France, in difguife, and

, embarking in a fmall veflel at Dunkirk, hired for

that purpofe, arrived on the twenty-fecond day of

December at Peterhead, v/ith fix gentlemen in his

retinue, one of whom v/as the marquis of Tin-

mouth, fon to the duke of Berwick. He pafTed

through Aberdeen incognito to Fetterofle, where

he was met by the earls of Mar and Marifchal, and

about thirty noblemen and gentlemen of the firil

quality. Here he was folemnly proclaimied ; his

declaration, dated at Commercy, was printed and

circulated through ail the parts in that neighbour-
hood

•,
and here he received addrefies from the

epifcopal clergy, and the laity of that communion
in the diocefe of Aberdeen. On the fifth day of

January, he made his public entry into Dundee
•,

and on the feventh arrived at Scoon, where he

feemed determined to ftay until the ceremony of

his coronation fnould be performed. From thence

he made an excurfion to Perth, where he review-

ed his forces. Then he formed a regular council ;

.and pubhfned proclamations for a general thankf-

giving, on account of his fafe arrival ; enjoining
the minifters to pray for him in churches ; efla-

bliihing the ..currency of foreign coins ; fummoa-

ing the meeting of the convention of ellates; or-

dering all fenfibk men to repair to his ftandard,

and
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dnd Bxing the twenty third day of January for his a-^- 't^s*

x:oronation. He made apatlietic fpeech in a grand
council, at which all the chiefs of his party alTifted.

Here they determined to abandon the enterprize,
as the king's army was reinforced by the Dutch

auxiliaries, and they themfelves were not only re-

duced to a fmall number, but likewife deflituteof

money, arms, ammunition, forage, and provifion :

for the duke of Argyle had taken pofTeffion of

Burntifland, and traniported a detachment to Fife,

fo as to cut off Mar's communication with that fer-

tile county.

Notwithftanding the feverity of the weather, and

a prodigious fall of fnow which rendered the roads

almoft impailable, the dukCj on the twenty-ninth

day of January, began his march to Dumblain, and

next day reached Tullibardine, where he received

intelligence that the pretender and his forces had,

on the preceding day, retired towards Dundee. Fie

forthwith took pofeffion of Perth ; and then be-

gan his march to Aberbrothick, in purfuit of the

enemy. The chevalier de St. George being thus

hotly purfued, was prevailed upon to embark on fi-

board of a fmall French (hip that lay in the har-

bour of Montrofe. He was accompanied by the

earls of Mar and Melfort, the lord Drummond,

lieutenant-general Bulkely, and other perfons of

diftinftion, to the number of feventeen. In order

to avoid the Englifh cruifers, they ftretched over

to Norway, and coafling along the German and

Dutch jfhores, arrived in five days at Gravelin.

General Gordon, whom the pretender had left

commander in chief of the forces, with the afTif-

tance of the earl Marifchal, procee.ded with them
to Aberdeen, where he fecured three veffels to fail

northward, and take on board the perfons v/ho in-

tended to make their cfcape to the continent. Then

they continued their march through Strathfpey and

O 2 Strath-

e retires t«

ance.
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common people were quietly difmifled. This re-

treat was made with fuch expedition, that the duke

of Argyle, with all his adlivity, could never over-

take their rear- guard, which confided of a thou-

fand horfe, commanded by the earl Marifchal.

Such was the ifliie of a rebellion that proved fatal

to many noble families : a rebellion which, in all

probability, would never have happened, had not

the violent meafures of a Whig miniftry kindled

fuch a flame of difcontent in the nation, as encou-

raged the partizans of the pretender to hazard a

revolt.

The parliament of Ireland, which met at Dublin

on the twelfth day of November, feemed even-

more zealous, if poffible, than that of England,
for the prefent admin iftration. They pafTed bills

ct the hiil for recognizing the king's title
;.

for the fecurity
jai lament. ^^ j^;^ perfon and government •,

for fetting a price
on the pretender's head; and for attainting the

duke of Ormond. They granted the fupplies with-

out oppofition. All thofe who had addrelTed the

^,^
 late queen in favour of Sir Conftantine Phipps,.

then lord chancellor of Ireland, were now btx)ught

upon their knees, and ceniured as guilty of a

breach of privilege. They defired the lords juftices

would ilTae a proclamation againil the popiih in-

habitants of Limerick and Galway, who, prefum-

ing upon, the capitulation figned by king William,
claimed an exemption from the penalties impofed

i^pon other papifts. They engaged in an aiTocia-

tion againft the pretender and all his abettors.

They voted the earl of Anglefey an enemy to the

king and kingdom, becaufe he had advifed the

queen to break the army and prorogue the late

parliament i and they addreffed the king to remove
him from his council and fervice. The lords-

jullices granted orders for apprehending the earls

of
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of Antrim and Weftmeath, the lords Nattervllle, a. 0.1715.

Cahir, and Dillon, as perlbns fufpeded of difaftec-

tion to the government. Then they adjourned
the tv/o houfes.

The king, in his fpeech to the Englifli parlia-

ment, which met on the ninth of January, told

them he had reafon to believe the pretender was
landed in Scotland : he congratulated them on the

fuccefs of his arms in fupprefiing the rebellion :

on the conclufion of the barrier-treaty between the

emperor and the ftates- general, under his gua-
ranty : on a convention with Spain tk'at would de-

liver the trade of England to that kingdom, from
the new impofitions and hardfhips to which it was

fubje6led in confequence of the late treaties. He
likewife gave them to underlland, that a treaty for

renewing all former alliances between the crown of

Great-Britain and the Hates general, was almoft

concluded
•,
and he affured the commons he would

freely give up all the eflates that fhould become
forfeited to the crown by this rebellion, to be ap-

plied towards defraying the extraordinary expence
incurred on this occafion. The commons, in their

addrefs of thanks, declared that they would pro-

fecute, in the moil vigorous and impartial manner,
the authors of thofe deftrudlive counfels which had
drawn down fuch miieries upon the nation. Their

relblutions were fpeedy, and -exadlly conformable
to this declaration. They expelled Mr. Forilef

from the houfe. They forthwith impeached theThete'ei'

earls of Derwentwater, Nithfdale, Carnwach,
and|,'J'jl'j,'|^'''"'

Wintoun
•,
the lords Widdrington, Kenmuir, and

Nairn. Thefe noblemen being brought to the

bar of the houfe of lords, heard the articles of im- •

peachment read on the tenth day of January, and
were ordered to put in their anfwers on the fix-

teenth. The impeachments being lodged, the

iower-houfe ordered a bill to be brought in for

O 3 con-
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then they prepared another to attaint the marquis
of TuUibardine, the earls of Mar and Linhthgow,
and lord John Drummond. On the tvventy-tirft

day of January, the king gave the royal aiTent to

the bill for continuing the fufpenfion of the habeas

corpus- a<?u He told the parliament that the pre-
tender was a(5luaUy in Scodand, heading the rebel-

lion, and alfuming the fcile and title of king of

thefe realms : he demanded of the commons fuch

fupply as might difccurage any foreign power from
.

, , -affifting the, rebels. On Thurfday the nineteenth
and plead ^ » .

'
i i

guihy. day of January, all the impeached lords pleaded

guilty to the articles exhibited againft them, ex-

cept the earl of Wintcun, who petitioned for a

longer time, on various pretences. The reft re-

ceived fentence of death on the ninth day of Febru-

ary, in the court erecled in Weftminfter-hall,
where the lord chancellor Cowper prefided as lord

high- fieward on that occafion. The countefs of

Nithfdale and lady Nairn threw themfelves at the

king's feet as he palTed through the apartments of

the palace, and implored his mercy in behalf of

their hufbands : but their tears and intreaties pro-
duced no effed. The council refolved that tlie

fentence fhould be executed, and orders were

given for that purpofe to the lieutenant of tlr*

Tower, and the fherifts of London and Middle-

sex.

The countefs of Derwentwater, with her fuler,

accompanied by the dutcheffes of Cleveland and '

Bolton, and feveral other ladies of the fird diilinc-

tion, was introduced by the dukes of Richmond
and St. Albans, into the king's bedchamber,

*
^where fhe invoked his majefty's clemency for her

unfortunate confort. She afterwards repaired to

the lobby of the houfe of peers, attended by the

'kdies of the other condemned lords, and above

twenty
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twenty others of the fame qiulity, and begged the ^ ^- '7'5-

i-ntercelTion of the houfe : bun no regard was payed
to their petition. Next day, they petitioned both

houfes of parliament. The common:; rejedled their

fuit. In the upper houfe, the duke of Richmond
delivered a petition from the eari of Dervventwater,
to whom he was nearly related, at the lame time de-

claring, that he himfclf fhould oppoie his foUici-

tation. The earl of Derby expreffed fome com-

paiTion for the numerous famjly of lord Nairn.

Petitions from the reft were prefented hy other

lords, moved with pity and humajity. Lord
Towniliend and others vehemently oppofed their

being read. The earl of Nottingham thought this

indulgence might be granted : the houfe affented

to his opinion ; and agreed to an addrefs, praying
his majefty would reprieve fuch of the condemned
lords as fnould deferve his mercy. To this peti-

tion the king anfwered, That on this and all other

occafions, he would do what he thought molt

conliftent with the dignity of his crown and the

fafety of his people. The earl of Nottingham,

prefident of the council ; his brother the earl of

Aylefbury, chancellor of the dutchy of Lancatfer ;

his fon lord Finch, on-e of the lords of the treafury ;

his kinfman lord Guernfey, mailer of the jewel-

office, were altogether dilmified from his majeily's
fervice. Orders were difpatched for executing the

earls of Derwentwater and Nithfdale, and the vif-

count of Kenmuir, immediately •,
the others were

refpited to the feventh day of March. Nithfdale

made his efcape in woman's apparel, furnifhed and

conveyed to him by his mother. On the twenty- The earl of

fourth day of Februarv, Derwentwater and Ken- Derwent

muir were beheaded on Tower-hill. The former }M'
was an amiable youth, brave, open, generous, hof- ''"^ ^^

pitable, and humane. His fate drew tears from

the fpedtatorSj and was a great misfortune to the

O 4 country

rwerjt-

muir
be-

headed.
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A.c. <7i5. country in which he lived. He gave bread to

muititndes of people whom he employed on his

eftate : the poor, the widow, and the orphan, re-

Annais. joiced in his bounty. Kenmuir was a virtuous

brok"^' nobleman, calm, fenfible, reiblute, and refigned.
Pat en. Hc was a devout member of the Enghfh church :

Deb.i..Pari. ^^^ ^^^ Other died in the faith of Rome : both ad-
I mclai.

State TnVs. hcrcd to their political principles. On the fifteenth

day of March, Wintoun was brought to his trial,

and being convi6led, received fentence of death.

A. c. 1710.
When the king pafTed the land-tax bill, which

was
ufliered^in

with a very extraordinary preamble,
he informed both houfes of the pretender's flight
from Scotland. In the beginning of April, a com-
milfion for trying the rebels met in the court of

com.mon-pleas, when bills of high-treafon were
found againfl: Mr. Foriler, Mackintoih, and twenty
of their confederates. Foril::r efcaped from New-

gate, and reached the continent in fafety -,
the reft

pleaded Not guilty, and were indulged with time

to prepare for their trials. The judges appointed
to try the rebels at Liverpool found a confiderable

num.ber guilty of high-treafon, Two and twenty
were executed at Preilon and Manchefter : about a

thoufand prifoners fubmitted to the king's mercy,
and petitioned for tranfportation. Pitts, the keeper
of Newgate, being fufpefted of having connived
at Foriter's efcape,was tried for his hfc at the Old

Bailey, and acquitted. Notwithflanding this pro-
fecution, v/hich ought to have doubled the vigi-
lance of the jailors, brigadier Mackincofh, and le-

veral other prifoners, broke from Newgate, after

having mailered the keeptr and turnkey, and dif-

Tr:.^is of armed the centinel. The court proceeded with
thtttmsm the trials of thofe that remained : a great number

was found guilty -,
four or five were hanged, drawn,

and quartered, at Tyburn •,
and among thefe Wil-

liam Paulj a clergyman, Vr'ho, in his laft fpeech,

pro-
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profefTed himfelf a true and fincere member of the a.c. 171^'

church of England, but not of the revolution fchil-

macical church, whofe bifhops had abandoned the

king, and fhamefuUy given up their ecclefiaftical

rights, by fubmitting to the unlawful, invalid, lay-

deprivations authoriied by the prince of Orange.

Though the rebellion was extinguiflied, the

flame of national dilFatisfa^tion ftill continued to

rage : the feverities exercifed againft the rebels in-

creafed the general difcontent : for now the danger
was blown over, their humane pafTions began to

prevail. The courage and fortitude with which

the condemned perfons encountered the pains of

death in its mofl dreadful form, prepofTefTed many
fpe(flators in favour of the caufe by which thofe un-

happy victims were animated. In a word, perfecu-

tion, as ufual, extended the herefy. The miniftry

perceiving this univerfal difaffecStion, and dreading
the revolution of a new parliament, which might
wreft the power from their fadion, and retort upon
them the violence of their own meafures, formed a

refolution equally odious and eifedual, to eflablifh

their adminiftration. This was no other than a ^^\^orft:>^

fcheme to repeal the triennial ad, and by a new iiameats/'

law to extend the term of parliaments to feven

years. On the tenth day cf April, the duke of

Devonfhire reprefented, in the houfe of lords, that

triennial elections ferved to keep up party divi-

fions ; to raife and foment feuds in private fami-

lies ; to produce ruinous expences, and give occa-

fion to the cabals and intrigues of foreign princes :

that it became the v/ifdom of fuch an auguft aflem-

bly to apply proper remedies to an evil that might
be attended with the m*oft dangerous confequences, .

efpeciaily in the prefent temper of the nation, as

the fpirit of rebellion ftill remained unconquered.
He therefore propofed a bill for enlarging the

continuance of parliaments. He was feconded by
6 the
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Argyle, the lord Townlliend, and the other chiefs

of that party. The motion was cppofed by the

earls of Nottingham, Abingdon, and Powlet. They
obferved, that frequent parliaments were required

by the fundamental conftitution of the kingdom,
afcertained in the practice of many ages ; that the

members of the lower houfe were chofen by the

people for a certain term of years, at the expira-

tion of which they could be no longer reprefenta-

lives of the people, who, by the parliament's pro-

tra£fing its own authority, would.be deprived of

the only remedy which they have againft thofe,

who, through ignorance or corruption, betrayed
the truft repofed in them : that the reafons in fa-

vour of fuch a bill were weak and fiivolous : that,

with refpe6t to foreign alliances, no prince or iiate

could reafonably depend upon a people to defend

their liberties and interefts, who fliould be thought
to have given up fo great a part of their own :

nor would it be prudent in them to wiih for a

change in that conftitution under which Europe
had of late been fo powerfully fupported. On the

contrary, they might be deterred from entering

into any engagenients with Great- Britain, when

inform.ed by the preamble of the bill, that the po-

piih fadion was fo dangerous as to threaten de-

ftrudlion to the government : they would appre-

hend that the adminiftration was fo weak as to want

fo extraordinary a provifion for its fafety : that the

gentlemen of Britain were not to be trufted : and,

that the good affedlions of the people were reftrain-

ed within the limits of the houfe of commons.

They aflirmed that this bill, far from preventing

the expence of elections, would rather increafe it,

and encourage every pradice of corruption ; for,

the value of a feat would always be in proportion

to the duitation of a parliament ^ and the purchafe
would
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would rife accordingly. That a long parliament
^' ^••7»<»'

would yield a greater temptation, as well as a bet-

ter opportunity to a vicious miniltry, to corrupt
the members, than they could poffibly have when
the parliaments were fliort and frequent : that the

fame reafons urged for pafTing the bill to continue

this parliament for leven years, would be at lead as

ftrong, and by the condudi; of the miniilry, might
be made much flronger before the end of that

term, for continuing, and even perpetuating their

legifiative power, to the abfolute fub\^errion of the

third eftate of the realm. '1 heic arguments ferved

only to form a decent debate ; after which the bill

for feptennial parliaments pafTed by a great majo-

rity, though twenty peers entered a proteif. It

met with the fame faie in the lower houfe, where

many ftrong objections were ftarted to no purpofe.

They were repreiented as the eifeds of party-

fpleen •, and, indeed, this was the great fpring of

adlion on both fides. The queftion for the bill

was carried in the affirmative • and in a little time

it received the royal fandtion.

The rebellion being utterly quelled, and all the

fufpe(Sted perfons of confequence detained in fife

cuflody, the king relolved to vifit his German do-

minions, where he forefaw a ftorm gathering from
the quarter of Sweden. Charles XII. v/as extremely

exafperated againft the eledlor of Hanover for hav-

ing entered into the confederacy againfl him in

his abfence, particularly for his having purchafed
the dutchies of Bremen and Verden, which con-

ftituted part of his dominions
•,
and he breathed

nothing but revenge againil the king of Gi-eat-

Britain. It v/as with a view to avert this danp-er,

or prepare againfl it, that the king now determin-
ed upon a voyage to the continent. But as he was
reftridled from leaving his Britifh dominions, by
the ad for the further limitation pf the crown, this

4 claufe
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A.c. J716. claufe was repealed in a new bill that pafTed through

both houfes without the leaft difficulty. On the

twenty-fixth day of June the king doled the fef-

fion with a fpeech upon the ulual topics, in which,
however, he obferved, that the numerous inilances

of mercy he had lliewn, ferved only to encourage
the fadion of the pretender, whofe partifans a6ted

with fuch infolence and folly, as if they intended to

convince the world, that they were not to be re-

claimed by gentle methods. He intimated his

purpofe of vifiting his dominions in Germany; and

gave them to underfland, that he had conilituted

his beloved fon, the prince of Wales, guardian of

the kingdom in his ablence. About this period

general Macartney, who had returned to England
at the accoiTion of king George, prefented himfelf

to trial for the m.urder of the duke of Hamilton.
The depofition of colonel Hamilton was contra-

dialed by two park-keepers: the general was ac-

quitted of the charge, reftored to his rank in the

army, and gratified with the command of a regi-
ment. The king's brother, prince Erneii: bifhopof

Oihaberg, was created duke of York and Albany,
^"^^°^, and earl of Uiiler. The duke of Areyle and the

graced. carl of Hay, to whom his majefty owed, in a great

meafure, his peaceable accclTion to the throne, as

well as the extin6lion of the rebellion in Scotland,
were now difmifTed from all their employments.
General Carpenter fucceeded the duke in the chief

command of the forces in Scotland, and in the

government of Port-Mahon ; and the duke of

Montrofe was appointed lord- regiiler of Scotland,
in the room of the earl of Hay.
On the feventh day of July the king embarked

at Gravefend, landed on the ninth in Holland,

through which he palTed incognito to Hanover;
and from thence {tt out for Pyrmont. His aim

was, to fecure his Germ.an dominions from the

.

•

Sv/ede,
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Swede, and Great-Britain from the pretender, a.
^*

»7iO'

Thefe two princes had already begun to form a de-

fign, in conjundion, of invading his kingdon. He
knew the duke of Orleans refolved to afccnd the

throne of France, in cafe the young king, who
was a fickly child, ihould die without male ifuie.

The regent was not ignorant, that Philip of Spain
would powerfully conretl that fuccefilon, notwith-

llanding his renunciation
•,
and he was glad of an

opportunity to ilrengthen his intereil by an alliance

with the maritime powers of England and Hoi-
land. The king of England founded him on this

fubjedt, and found him eager to engage in fuch an

aflbciation. The negotiation was carried on by . . ,

Triple al-

general Cadogan for England, the abbe du Bois nance b-

for France, and the penfionary Heiniius for the
^"'^'^

^"«'

ftates-general. The regent readily complied with France, and

all their demands. He engaged, that the preten-
"oUand.

der lliould immediately depart from Avignon to

the other fide of the Alps, and never return to

Lorraln or France on any pretence whatfoever :

that no rebellious fubjefe of Great- Britain fhould

be allowed to refide in that kingdom : and, that

the treaty of Utrecht, vv^ith refpedl to the demoli-

tion of Dunkirk, fnould be fully executed to the

fatisfadion of his Britannic majeily. The treaty
contained a mutual guaranty of all the places pof-
fefled by the contradling powers ; of the protefcant
fuccefiion on the throne of England, as well as of

that of the duke of Orleans to the crown ofFrance ;

and a defenfive alliance, ftipulating the proportion,
of fhips and forces to be furnifhed to that power
which fhould be difturbed at home or invaded from
abroad. The Engliih people murmured at this

treaty. They fald, an unnecelTary umbrage wa3

given to Spain, with which the nation had great
commercial connexions ; and thatj on pretence of

an
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A.c. ijif. jri invadon, a body of foreign troops might b6

introduced to enflave the kingdom.
His majelty was not fo fuccefsful in his endea-

vours toappeafe the kiilg of Sweden, who refufed to

liften to any overtures until Bremen and Verden
fiiould be reilored. Thefc the eledor of Hanover re-

folved to keep as a fair purchafe ; and he engaged m
a confederacy with the enemies of Charles, for the

maintenance of this acquifition. Mean v/hile his

rupture with Sweden was extremely prejudicial to

the commerce of England, and had well nigh in-

tailed upon the kingdom another invafion, much
more formidable than that which had fo lately mif-

carried. The minifters of Sweden refident at Lon-

don, Paris, and the Hague, maintained a corref-

Dondence with the difaffeiled ftibiedls of Great-

Britain. A fcheme was formed for the Swedifh

king's landing on this ifland with a confiderable

body of forces, where he fhould be joined by the

malcontents of the united kingdom. Charles re-

lifhed the enterprize, which flattered his arnbition

and revenge : nor was it difagreeable to the czar

of Mufcovy, who refented the eledlor's offer of

joining the Swede againft the Ruffians, provided
he would ratify the ceflion of Bremen and Verden.

Kinp: George having received intimation of thefe

intrigues, returned to England towards the end of

January ;.
and ordered a detachment of foot-guards

Count Gyi- ^^ fecure count Gyllenbursj the Swedifli minifter,

swe-ciiiTimi With all his papcrs. At the fame time Sir Jacob
Bancks and Mr. Charles Ca^far, were apprehend-
ed. The other foreign minifters took the alarm,

and rem.onilrated to the miniftry upon this outrage
committed ag-ainft the law of nations. The two

fecretaries Stanhope and Methuen, wrote circular

letters to them, aiTuring them, that in a day or

two they ihould be acquainted with the reafons

that induced the king to take fuch an extraordinary

ftep.

rifter ar-

xefled.



G E O R G E I. 207
Hep. They were generally fatisfied with this in-A-^'W^*
timation ; but the marquis de Monte I.eone, am-
bafiador from Spain, expretTed his concern, that

no other way could be found to preferve the peace
of the kingdom, without arreting the perfonofa
public minifter, and feizing all his papers which
were the facred repofitories of his mailer's fecrets :

he cbferved, that in whatever manner thefe two
fadls might feem to be underflood, they very fcn-

fibiy wounded the law of nations. About the

fame time baron Gortz, the Swedifh refidentiary
in Holland, was feized with his papers at Arnheim,
at the delire of king George, communicated to the

Hates by Mr.. Leathes his minifter at the Hague.
The baron ov/ned he had proje6led the invafion, a

defign that was juflilied by the conduct of king
George, who had afllfted the princes in confede-

racy againft the king of Sweden, without having
received the lead provocation •,

who alTiiled the

king of Denmark in fubduing the dutchies of

Bremen and Verden ; and then purchafed them of

the uflirper ; and who had, in the courfe of this

very flimmer, fent a ftrong fquadron of Aiips to

the Baltic, where it joined the Danes and Ruffians
'

againfl the Swedifn fleet.

"When the parliament of Great-Britain met on
the twentieth day of February, the king informed

them of the triple alliance he had concluded with

France and Holland. He mentioned the projeft-
ed invafion

•,
told them he had given orders for

laying before them copies of the letters which had

palled between the SwediOi minifters on that fub-

jedt j and he demanded of the commons fuch fup-

plies as fiiould be found necelTary for the defence

of the kingdom. By thofe papers it appeared,
'that the fcheme projed-ed by baron Gortz was vejy

plaufible, and even ripe for execution ; which,

however, was poftponed until the army lliould be

reduced.
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A,c. 1716. |.g^^jced, and the Dutch auxiliaries fent back to

their own country. The letters being read in par-

liament, both houfcs prefented addrefles, in which

they extolled the king's* prudence in eftabUfhing

fuch conventions with foreign potentates, as might

repair the grols defeds, and prevent the pernicious

confequences of the treaty of Utrecht, which they

termed a treacherous and difhonxourable peace:

and, they expreiled their horror and indignation

at the malice and ingratitude of thofe who had

encouraged an invafior^ of their country. He
likewife received an addrefs of the fame kind

from the convocation ; another from the dif-

fenting minifters •,
a third from the univerfity of

Cambridge ; but Oxford was not fo lavifh of her

compliments. At a meeting of the vice-chan-

cellor and heads of -that univerfity, a motion was

made for an addrefs to the king, on the fuppref-

fion of the late unnatural rebellion ; his majefty's

fafe return; and the favour lately fhewn to the

univerfity, in omitnng, at their requeft, the cere-

mony of burning in effigy the devil, the pope, the

pretender, the duke of Ormond, and the earl of

Mar, on the anniverfary of his majefty's accelfion.

Dr. Smalridge bifhop of Briftol, obferved, that the

rebellion had been long fupprefTed: that there

would be no end of addreffes, fhould one be pre-

fented every time that his majefty returned from

his German dominions : that the late favour they

had received was overballanced by a whole regi-

ment now quartered upon them : and, that there

was no precedent for addreffing a king upon his

return from his German dominions. The univer-

fity thought they had reafon to complain of the

little regard payed to their remonftrance, touching
a riot raifed in that city by the foldiers there quar-

tered, on pretence, that the anniverfary of the

prince's birth-day had not been celebrated with

the ufual rejoicings. Affidavits had been fent up
to
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to the council, which feemed to favour the officers ^c. ,715.

of the regiment. When the houfe of lords deli- Account of

berated upon the mutiny-bill, by which the fol- ^l'=
^-^^"'^

diers were exempted from arreft for debts, com-
"^^'

plaint was made of their licentious behaviour at

Oxford.; with amotion, that they fliould inquire
into the riot. They prefented an addrefs, defiring,
that the papers relating to that affair might be

layed before the houfe. Thefe being peruled, v/ei*e

found to be recriminations between the Oxonians
and the officers of the regiment. A warm debate

enfued, during which, the earl ofAbingdon offered

a petition from the vice-chancellor of the uni-

verfity, the mayor, and magiilrates of Oxford,

praying to be heard. One of the court-members

obferving, that it would be irregular to receive a

petition while the houfe was in a grand committee,
a motion was made, that the chairman fhould leave

the chair : but, this beins: carried in the negative,
the debate was refumed, and the majority agreed to

the following refolutions : That the heads of the

univerfity, and mayor of the city, negle6ced to

make public rejoicings on the prince's birth-day :

That the officers having met to celebrate that day,
the houfe in which they were was affaulted, and
the windows were broken by the rabble : That
this aflault was the beginning and occafion of the

riots that enfued : That the condufl of the major
feemed well juftified by the affidavits produced on
his part : That the printing and publiiliing the

depofitions, upon which the complaints relating to

the riots at Oxford, were founded, while that mat-

ter was under the examination of the lords of the

committee of the council, and before they had time •

to come to any refolution touching the fame, was
f.""/^J,^^Jg

irregular, difrefpedtful to his royal highnefs, and Deb in Pari.

tending to fedirion. An inquiry of this nature
fo^JJ^'*'^^^

N^. 95. P managed,
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A*c. i7i5, j;nanaged, did not much redound to the honotjf

of fuch an auguft aflembly.

The commons pafTed a bill, prohibiting all com-
merce with Sweden, a branch of trade which was

of the utmoll confequence to the EngUfli mer-

chants. They voted ten thoufand feamen for the

enfuing year, granted about a million for the main-

tenance of guards, garrifons, and land-forces-, and

pafied the bill relating to mutiny and defertion,

'J he houfe likewife voted four and tv/enty thou-

fand pounds for the payment of four battalions of

Muniler and two of Saxegotha, v/hich the king
had taken into his fervice, to fupply the place of

fuch as might be, during the rebellion, drawn

from the garrifons of the ftates -general to the af-

fiftance of England. This vote, however, was not

carried without a violent debate. The demand
was inveighed againft as an impofition, feeing no

fuch troops had ever ferved. A motion was made
for an addrefs, defiring, that the initructions of

thofe who concluded the treaties, might be layed
before the houfe

*,
but this was over-ruled by the

majority *. The fupplies v/ere raifed by a land-

tax of three Ihiliings in the pound, and a malt-tax.
A. c. 1717. What the commons had given was not thought
The king fufficient for the expence of the year; therefore

emaordi-" ^^' fecrctary Stanhope brought a mefiage from his

n^ry fupply. majefty, demanding an extraordinary fupply, that

he might be the better enabled to fecure his king-
doms againft the danger with which they were

threatened from Sweden ; and he moved, that a

* This year was rendered famous dred and fifty thoufand, commanded

by a complete vlftoiy which prince by the grand vizir, who was mofta'Iy

Eugene obtained ever the Turks at wounded in the engagement. The

Peterwaradin upon the Danube, The infidels wtre totally defeated, wiih

battle was fought on the fifth day of the lofs of all their tents, artillery,

Auguft, The Imperial aimy did and baggage j
fo that the vigors

rot exceed fixty thoufand men : that obtained an Jmaicnfe bcoty.

•f the infidels amounted 10 on€ hun«

fupplj
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fupply fhould be granted to his majedy for this ^' ^' ^7^7*

pilrpofe. Mr. Shippen iaid, it was a great mif-

fortune that the king was as little acquainted with
the parliamentary proceedings as v/ith the lan-

guage of the country : that the meiTage was un-

parliamentary and unprecedented ; and, in his opi-
nion, penned by fome foreign minifter : he had
been often told, that his majelty had retrieved the

honour and reputation of the nation ; a truth

which appeared in the flourilliing condition of
trade : that the fupply demanded feemed to be
jnconfiflent with the glorious advantages which his

majefly had obtained for the people. He \57as

feconded by Mr. Hungerford, who declared, that

for his part he could not underlland what occafion

there was for new alliances ; much Jels, that they
lliould be purchafed with money. He expreiTed
his furprize, that a nation, lb lately the terror of
France and Spain, fhould now feem to fear io in-

confiderable an enemy as the king of Sweden.
The motion was fupported by Mr. Bofcawen, Sir

Gilbert Heathcote, and others ^ but fome of the

Whigs fpoke againft it-, and Mr. Robert Walpole
was filent. The fpeaker and Mr. Smith, one of
the tellers of the exchequer, oppofed this unpar-

liamentary way of demanding the fupply : the for-

mer propofed, that part of the army Ihould be dif-

banded, and the money applied towards the mak-

ing good fuch new engagements as v/ere deemed

neceffary. After feveral fuccefllve debates, the re-

folution for a fupply was carried by a majority of

four voices.

The miniftry was now divided within itfelf. J^'^'^:^^^

Lord Towniliend had been removed from the of- dry.

fiee of fecretary of ftate by the intrigues of the earl

of Sunderland 5 and he was now likeWife difmifled

from the place of lord-lieutenant of Ireland. Mr.
Robert Walpole refigned his poiis of firft commif-

P 2 fioner
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»7»7.fioner of the treafury and chancellor of the exe-

chequerj and his example was followed by Mr.

Pulteney fecretary at war, and Mr. Methuen fe-

cretary of ftate. When the affair of the fupply
was refumed in the houfe of commons, Mr. Stan-

hope made a motion for granting two hundred

and fifty thoiifand pounds for that purpofe. Mr.

Pulteney obferved, that having refigned his place,

he might now adl v/ith the freedom becoming an

Englifhman : he declared againft the manner of

granting the fupply as unparliamentary and unpre-
cedented. He laid, he could not perfuade himfelf

that any Englifhman advifed his majeily to fend

fuch a melfage : but he doubted not the refolu-

tion of a Britifn parliament v/ould make a German

miniftry tremble. Mr. Stanhope having haran-

gued the houfe in vindication of the miniftry, Mr.
Smith anfwered every article of his fpeech : he af-

firmed, that if an eftimate of the condudl of the

miniftry in relation to affairs abroad, was to be

made from a comparifon of their conduct at home,

they would not appear altogeyier fo faultlefs as they
were reprefented.

" Was it not a miftake, faid

he, not to preferve the peace at home, after the

king had afcended the throne with the univerfal

applaufe aud joyful acclamations of all his fub-

jedts .? W as it not a miftake, upon the breaking
out of the rebellion, not to iftlie a proclamation,
to offer pardon to fuch as ftiould return home

peaceably, according to the cuftom on former

occafions of the fame nature ? Was it not a

miftake, after the fuppreftion of the rebellion,^

and the trial and execution of the principal au-

thors of it, to keep up animofitics, and drive

people to deipair by not paffing an ad of indem-

nity ', by keeping fo many perfons under hard

and tedious confinement-, and by granting par-
dons to fome, without leaving them any means

to
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<* to fubfift ? It is not a miftake, not to trufl to a *^ c «7i7'

vote of parliament for making good fuch en-

gagements as his majefty fhall think proper to
" enter into ; and, inftead of that, to infiPc on the

granting this fupply in fuch an extraordinary
manner ? Is it not a miftake, to take this op-

portunity to create divifions, and render fome of

the king's beil friends fufpecSted and obnoxious ?

Is it not a miftake, in fhort, to form parties and

cabals, in order to bring in a bill to repeal the

adl of occafional conformity ?" A great num-
ber of members had agreed to this meafure in. pri-

vate, though at this period it was not brought into

the houfe of comm.ons. After a long debate the

fum was granted. Thefe were the firft fruits of

Britain's being wedded to the interefts of the con-

tinent. The eledor of Hanover quarrelled with

the king of Sweden ; and England was not only

deprived of a necefiary branch of commerce, but

even obliged to fupport him in the profecution of

the war. The miniftry now underwent a new re-

volution. The earl of Sunderland and Mr. Ad-
difon were appointed fecretaries of ftate ; and Mr.

Stanhope became firft commiffioner of the treafury,

and chancellor of the exchequer.
On the fixth day of May the king going to the

houfe of peers, gave the parliament to underftand,

that the fleet under Sir George Byng, which had

failed to the Baltic to obferve the motion of the

Swedes, was fafely arrived in the Sound. Hefaid,

he had given orders for the immediate reduclion of

ten thoufand foldiers, as well as dlreclions to pre-

pare an a6t of indemnity. He defired they would

take proper meafures for reducing the public debts

with a juft regard to parliamentary credit-, and,

that they would go through the public bufmeis

with ail poflible difpatch and unanimity. Some

progrefs had already been made in deliberations

P 2 upon
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A. c, 1717. Upon the debt of the nation, which was compre-

hended under the two heads of redeemable and

irredeemable incumbrances. The firfl: had been

contra(5led with a redeemable interefl; ; and thefe

the public had a right to difcharge : the others

confifted of/iong and fhort annuities granted for a

greater or lefr number of years, which could not

be altered without the confent of the proprietors.
Mr. Robert Vfalpole had projected a fcheme for

lellening the intereft, and paying the capital of

thofe debts, before he refigned his place in the ex-

chequer. Pie propofed, in jthe houfe of commons,
to reduce the intereft of redeemable funds, and

offer an alternative to the proprietors of annuities.

His plan was approved •,
but when he 'refigned

his places, the minifters made feme fmall altera-

tions in it, which furnifhed him with a pretence
for oppofing the fcheme. In the courfe of the

debate fome warra akercation paffed between him
and Mr. Stanhope, by which it appeared, they had

made a praftice of feUing places and reverfions.

Mr. Hungerford Handing up, faid, he was forry to

i'ee two fuch great men running foul of one ano-

ther
•, that, hov/ever, they ought to be looked up-

on as patriots and fathers of their country ; and,
fince they had by mifchance difcovered their naked-

nefs, the other members ought, according to the

cufiom of the Eall, to turn their backs upon them,
that they m.ight not be feen in fuch a fhameful

condition. Mr. Bofcawen m.oved. That the houfe

would lay their commands upon them, that no
further notice fhould be taken of what had pafTed.
He was feconded by Mr. Methuen : the houfe ap-

proved of the motion
•,
and the fpeaker took their

Vvord and honour, that they fliould not proiecute
their refentmenr. The money corporations having

agreed to provide cafli for fuch creditors as fhoulct

be willing to receive their principal, the houfe

canie
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^me to certain rcfolutions, on which were fonnd- a. ^. i7'7»

*d the three bills that paffed into laws, under the

names of " The South lea adl, the Bank-a^l, and mons^Tfs
*' the General-fund ad:.'* The original ftock off^^so^ffi-

the South-Tea company did not exceed nine mil-
can:c-a(fi/

lions four hundred and feventy-one thoufand three and the Ge-

hundred and twenty-five pounds; but the funds aa!"^"

granted being fufficient to anfwer the intereft of

ten millions at fix per cent, the company made up
that fum to the government, forv/hich they receiv-

ed fix hundred thoufand pounds yearly, and eight
thoufand pounds a year for managem.ent. By this

adt they declared themfelves willing to receive five

hundred thoufand pounds, and the eight thoufand

for management. It v/as enacted, That the com-

pany fhould continue a corporation, until the re-

demption of their annuity, towards which not lefs

than a million fliould be payed at a time. They
were likewife required to advance a fum not ex-

ceeding two millions, towards difcharging the prin-

cipal and intereil, due on the four lottery funds of

the ninth and tenth years of queen Anne. By the

bank-a6l the governors and company declared

themfelves willing to accept an annuity of eighty-

eight thoufand {tvcn hundred and fifty- one pounds,
feven fhillings, and ten-pence half-penny, or the

principal of one million feven hundred andfeventy-
five thoufand twenty- feven pounds, feventeen fliii-

lings, and ten-pence half- penny, in lieu of the

prefent annuity, amounting to one hundred and

fix thoufand five hundred and one pounds, thirteen

fhillings, and five pence. They likewife declared

themfelves willing to difcharge, and deliver up to

be cancelled, as many exchequer bills as amounted
to two millions, and to accept of an annuity of

one hundred thoufand pounds, being after the rate

of five per cent, redeemable after one year's no-

tice ; to circulate the remaining exchequer bills at

P 4 three
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A. c. 1717. three per cent, and one penny per day. It was

enadted, that the former allov/ances fhcAiid be con-

tinued to Chriftmas, and then the bank ihould

have for circulating the two miliions five hundred

and fixty-one thoufand and tv/enty-iive pounds re-

maining exchequer-bills, an annuity of feventy-fix
thoufand eight hundred and thirty pounds fifteea

{hillings, at the rate of three pounds per cent, till

redeemed, over and above the one penny a-day
for intereil. By the fame ad the bank v^as requir-
ed to advance a fum not exceeding two millions five

hundred thoufand pounds, towards difcharging the

national debt, if wanted, on condition, that they
Ihould have five pounds per cent, lor as much as

they might advance, redeemable by parliament.
The general-fund adl recited the feveral a6ts of

parliament, for eftablifhing the four lotteries in

the ninth and tenth years of the late queen, and
flated the annual produce of the feveral funds,

amounting in all to feven hundred twenty-four
thoufand eight hundred forty- nine pounds, fix

fliillings, and ten-pence one fifth. This was the

general fund; the deficiency of Vs^hich was to be

made good annually, out of the firft aids granted

by parhament. For the regular payment of all

fuch annuities as fliould be made payable by this

ad, it was enaded. That all the duties and reve-

nues mentioned therein, lliould continue for ever,
with the provilb, however. That the revenues ren-

dered by this a6t perpetual, fhould be fubjed to re-

demiption. This ad contained a clauie by which
the finking fund was eilablilhed. The redudion
of intereft to five per cent, producing a furplus or

exccfs upon the appropriated funds, it was enaded.
That all the monies arifing from time to time, as

well for the furplus, by virtue of the ads for re-

deeming the funds of the bunk and of the South-
fea company, as alio for the furplus of the duties

and
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and revenues, by this ad: appropriated, to make a. c. 1717.

good the general fund, fhould be appropriated
and employed for the difcharging the principal and
intereilof fuch national debts as were incurred be-

fore the twenty fifth ofDecember of the preceding

year, in fuch manner as fhould be diredled or ap-

pointed by any future adt of parliament, to be dif-

charged out of the fame, and for none other ufc,

intent, or purpofe whatfoever.

I'he earl of Oxford, who had now remained al-

moft two years a prifoner in the Tower, prelented
a petition to the houfe of lords, praying, that his

impriibnment might not be indefinite. Some of

the Tory lords affirmed, that the impeachment was

deftroyed and determined by the prorogation of

parliament, which fuperfeded the whole proceed-

ings j but the contrary was voted by a confiderable

majority. The thirteenth day of June vv^as fixed

for the trial ; and the houfe of commons made ac-

quainted with this determination. The commons

appointed a committee to inquire into the Hate of

the earl's impeachment ; and, in confequence of

their report, fent a meflage to the lords, demand-

ing longer time to prepare for the trial. Accord-

ingly the day v/as prolonged to the twenty-fourth
of June j and the commons appointed the com-

mittee, with four other members, to be the mana-

gers for making good the articles of impeachment.
At the appointed time the peers repaired to the

court in Weflminfter-hall, where lord Cowper pre-
fided as lord-ftev/ard. The commons were af-

fembled as a committee of the whole houfe : the

king, tht reft of the royal family, and the foreign
miniiters, affifted at the folemnity : the earl of

Oxford was brought from the Tower : the arti-

cles of im.peachment were read, with his anfwers,
and the replication of the commons. Sir Joieph

Jekyll {landing up to make good the firft article,

lord
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A.C. 1717- lord Harcourt fignified to their lordfhips, that he

had a motion to make, and they adjourned to their

own houfe. There he reprefented, that a great deal

of time would be unnecefiarily confumed in going

through all the articles of the impeachment ; that

if the com^mons would make good the two articles

for high- treafon, the earl of Oxford would forfeit

both life and eftate, and there would be an end of

the matter : whereas, to proceed on the method

propofed by the commons, would draw the trial on

to a prodigious length. He therefore moved, that

the commons might not be admitted to proceed,

until judgment fhould be-firft given upon the ar-

ticles for high-treafon. He was fupported by the

earls of Anglefey and Nottingham, the lord Tre-

vor, and a confiderable number of both parties ;

and though oppofed by the earl of Sunderland, the

lords Coningfby, and Parker, the motion was car-

ried in the affirmative. It produced a difpute be-

tween the two houfes. The commons, at a con-

ference, delivered a paper, containing their realbns

foraiTerting it as their undoubted right to impeach
a peer either for treafon, or for high crimes and

mifdemeanours •,
or fhould they fee occafion, to

mix both in the fame accufation. The houfe of

lords infilled on their former refolution ; and, in

another conference, delivered a paper, wherein they

afierted it to be a right inherent in every court of

juftice, to order and dired fuch methods of pro-

ceeding as it fhould think fit to be obferved in all

caufes that fall under its cognizance. The com-

mons demanded a free conference, which was re-

fufed. The difpute grew more and more warm.

The lords fent a mefTage to the lower houfe, im-

|>orting, that they intended prefently to proceed on

the trial of the earl of Oxford. The com.mons

paved no regard to this intimation
•,
but adjourned

to\he thirdday of July. The lords repairing
to

Weft-
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Weftminfter-hall, took their places, ordered the a. c. 1717,

earl to be brought to the bar, and made proclama- Trid of the

tion for his accufers to appear. Having waited ^^H^f^"^''

quarter of an hour, they adjourned to their own

houfe, where after fome debate, the earl was ac-

quitted upon a divifion : then returning to the

hall, they voted. That he (hould be fet at liberty.

Oxford owed his fafety to the diflenfions among
the minifters, and to the late change in the admi-

niftration, in confequence of which he was deliver-

ed from the perfecution of Walpole ; and number-

ed among his friends the dukes of Devonlhire and

Argyle, the earls of Nottingham and Hay, and the

lord Townfhend. The commons, in order to ex-

prefs their fenfe of his demerit, prefented an ad- •

drefs to the king, defiring he might be excepted ,

out of the intended ad of grace. The king pro-
mifed to comply with their requeft ; and in the

mean time forbade the earl to appear at court. On Aftofin-

the fifteenth day of July the earl of Sunderland '^*'""^'>'-

delivered in the houfe of peers the a6t of grace,
which pafTed through both houfes with great ex-

pedition. From this indulgence were excepted
the earl of Oxford, Mr. Prior, Mr. Thomas Har-

ley, Mr. Arthur Moor, Crifp, Nodes, Obryan^

Redmayne the printer, and Thompfon, the affafii-

nators in Newgate, and the clan of Macgregor in

Scotland. By virtue of this ad, the earl of Carn-

wath, the lords Widdrington and Nairn were im-

mediately difcharged i together with all the gen-
tlemen under fentence of death in Newgate, and

thofe that were confined on account of the rebel-

lion, in the Fleet, the Marflialfea, and other pri-
fons of the kingdom. The ad of grace being pre-

pared for the royal alTent, the king went to the

houfe of peers on the fifteenth day of July, and

having given his fandion to all the bills that were

3 rea^y>
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A.e. 1717.. ready, clofed the feiTion with a fpeech on the ufual

topics.

prcceedSngs
Thc proceedings in the convocation turned

in the^con- chiefly upon two performances of Dr. Hoadley
vTtrr'l'^ard bifhop of Bangor. One was intituled,

" A per-

oi^'-^oad-
ct fervative againft the principles and pradlices of

Bangor"^

^'
'' the Nonjufors :" the other was a fermon preach-
ed before the king, under the title of,

" The na-
*' ture of the kingdom of Chrift." An anfwer to

this difcourfe was publiihed by Dr. Snape mafter of

Eton College, and the convocation appointed a

committee to examine the bifhop's two performan-
ces. They drew up a reprefentation, in which

the Prefervative and the fermon were cenfured,

as tending to fubvert all government and difcipline

in the church of Chrifl; to reduce his kingdom to
^

a ilate of anarchy and confufion
•,
to impugn and

impeach the royal fupremacy in caufes ecclefiaftical,

and the authority of the legiflature to inforce obe-

dience in matters of rehgion by civil fandions. The

government thought proper tp put a flop to thefe

proceedings by a prorogation ; which, however,
inflamed the controverfy. A great number of pens
were drawn againft the biihop -, but, his chief

antagonifts were Dr. Snape and Dr. Sherlock,

whom the king removed from the office of his

chaplains ; and the convocation has not been per-

, mitted to fit and do bufmefs fmce that period.

p-fferencc During thefe tranfadlions, the negotiations of
hn^'cm the North were continued againfl the king of

anTtht^S Sweden, who had penetrated into Norway, and

ptMufccvy. advanced towards Chriftianftadt the capital of that

kingdom. The czar had lent five and twenty
thoufand Rufiians to affift the allies in the reduction

of Wifmar, which he intended to beflov/ upon
his niece, lately married to the duke ofMecklen-

burgh Swerin : but before his troops arrived, the

place
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place had furrendered, and the Ruffians were not a.c. i;,;.

admitted into the garrifon ; a circiimilance which
increafed the mifunderftanding between him and
the king of Great Britain. Neverthelefs, he con-

fented to a projed: for making a defcent upon
Schonen, and actually took upon him the com-
mand of the allied fleet ; though he was not at all

pleafed to fee Sir John Norris in the Baltic, becaule

he had formed defiQ-ns ag-ainft Denmark, which he

knew the Englifh Iquadron would proted. He
fuddenly defifted from- the expedition againit

Schonen, on pretence that the feafon was too far

advanced; and the king of Denmark publifhed a:

manifefto remonftrating againit his condudl on

this occafion. By this time baron Gortz had plan-
ned a pacification between his mailer and the czar,

who was difcontented with all his German allies,'

becaufe they oppofed his having any footing in the

empire. This monarch arrived at Amfterdam in

December, whither he was followed by the cza-

rina ;
and he actually refided at the Hague when

king George pafled through it, in return to his

Britifti dominions : but he declined an interview

with the king of England. When Gyllenburg's
letters were publifhed in London, fome pafTages

feemed to favour the fuppofition of the czar's be-

ing privy to the confpiracy. His minifter at the

Englifh court prefented a long memorial, com-

plaining that the king had caufed to be printed,
the malicious infinuations of his enemies. He de-

nied his having the leafl concern in the defign of

the Swedifh king. He charged the court of Eng-
land with having privately treated of a feparate

peace with Charles, and even with having promifed
to afTift him againil the czar, on condition that he

would relinquifh his pretenfions to Bremen and

Verden. Nevertheitfs, he exprelfed an inclination

£0 re-eftablifli the anticnt good uaderilanding, and

to
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A.d. 1717. fQ engage in vigorous meafures for profecuting th6

war againft the common enemy. The memorial
was anfwered by the king of Great-Britain, who
aflured the czar he fhould have reafon to be fully

fatisfied, if he would remove the only obftacle to

their mutual good underftanding ; in other words,
withdraw the Ruffian troops from the empire. Not-

withftanding thefe profeflions, the two monarchs

were never perfectly reconciled.

The czar made an excurfion to the Court of

France, where he concluded a treaty of fiiendfhip
with the regent, at whofe earneft defire he promifed
to recal his troops from Mecklenburg. At his re-

turn to Amfterdam,he had a private interview with

Gortz, who, as well as Gyllenburg, had been fer

at liberty. That minifter undertook to adjuft all

differences between the czar and the king of

Sweden within three months ; and Peter engaged
to fufpend all operations againft Sweden, until

that term fhould be expired. A congrefs was

opened at Abo, between the Swedifh and RufTian

minifters ; but the conferences were afterwards re-

moved to Aland. By this convention, the czar

obliged himfelf to affift Charles in the conqueft of

Norway ; and they promifed to unite ail their

forces againft the king of Great-Britain, fhould

he prefume to interpole. Both were incenfed

againft that prince -,
and one part of their defigrt

was to raife the pretender to the throne of Eng-
The king of land. Baron Gortz fet out from Aland for Pre -

kiikd"/ derickftadt in Norway, with the plan of peace j

Frederick- but before he arrived, Charles was killed by a
^^'^'

cannon-ball from the town, as he vifited the

trenches, on the thirtieth of November. Baron
Gortz was immediately arrefted, and brought to

,
- the fcaffold by the nobles of Sweden, whofe hatred

he had incurred by his infolence of behaviour. The
death of Charles was fortunate for king George*

Sweden
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Sweden was now obliged to fubmit: while the '^^ c* »7'r»

czar, the king of Denmark, and the cledor of

Hanover, kept poffefTion of what they had ac*

quired in the courfe of the war.

Thus Bremen and Verden wgre fccured to the

houfe of Hanover : an acquifition towards which
the Englifh nation contributed by her money, as

well as by her arms : an acquifition made in con-

tradidion to the engagements into which Eng-
land entered when king William became guarantee
for the treaty of Travendahl : an acquilition that

may be confidered as the firft link of a political
chain by which the Englifh nation was dragged
back into expenfive connexions with the continent.

The king had not yet received the inveftiture of
thefe dutchies ; and, until that fhould be procured,
it was neceiTary to efpoufe with warmth the intcreils

of the emperor. This was another fource of mK-

underflanding between Great-Britain and Spain.
Prince Eugene gained another complete victory
over a prodigious army of the Turks at Belgrade,
which was furrendered to him after the battle.

The emperor had engaged in this war as an ally
of the Venetians, whom the Turks had attacked

and driven from the Morea. The pope confider-

ed it as a religious war againfl the infidels ; and
obtained repeated afTurances from the king of

Spain, that he would not undertake any thing
againlt the emperor, while he was engaged in fuch

a laudable quarrel. Philip had even fent a fqua-
drqn of fhips and galiies to the afTiflance of the

Venetians. In the courfe of this year, however,
he equipped a flrong armament, the command of
which he bellowed on the marquis de Lede, who
failed j'rom Barcelona in July, and landing at Cag-
iiari in Sardinia, which belonged to the emperor,
made a conquefl of the whole iQand. At the fame

*

time, the king of Spain endeavoured to juftify

thefc
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A. c. 17 17; thefe proceedings by a manifefto, in v/hich he al-

ledged that the archduke, contrary to the faith of

treaties, encouraged and fupported the rebelHon of

his fubjeds in Catalonia, by frequent fuccours

frcnn N aples and other places ; and that the great

inquifitor of Spain had been feized, though fur-

niilied with a pafTport from his holinefs. He pro-

mifed, however, to proceed no farther, and fufpend
all operations, that the powers of Europe might
have time and opportunity to contrive expedients
for reconciling all differences, and fecuring the

peace and balance of power in Italy : nay, he con-

sented that this important affair fhould be left to

the arbitration of king George and the ilates- ge-
neral. Thefe powers undertook the olHce. Con-

for^thrqu" ferences were begun between the minifters of the

drupic aiJi-

emperor, France, England, and Holland ; and

thefe produced, in the courfe of the following

year, the famous quadruple alliance. In this treaty

it was ftipulated. That the emperor Ihould re-

nounce ail pretenfions to the crown of Spain, and

exchange Sardinia for Sicily, with the duke of

Savoy : That the fucceffion to the dutchies of Tuf-

cany, Parma, and PJacentia, which the queen of

Spain claimed by inheritance, as princefs of the

houfe of Farnefe, fhould be fettled on her eldeft

fon, in cafe the prefent pofTeflbrs Ihould die with-

out male-ilTue. Philip, diffatisfied with this par-

tition, continued to make formidable preparations

by fea and land. The king of England and the

regent of France interpofed their admonitions to

no purpofe. At length his Britannic majefty had

recourfe to more fubftantial arguments, and ordej-

ed a ftrong fquadron to be equipped with all pof-

fible expedition -f.

On
•f The pretender, who refided at formed aga-nft his life, pope Cte-

Urbino, having received intelligence meat XI, gave oireilions that all

from Pat ii, that there was a defign forsigneis in that neighbourhood, efpe-

ciaUy

g
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On the third day of November the princefs of A- c. 1717*

Wales was deiivered of a prince, the ceremony of

whofe baptifm was produclive of a difference be-

tween the grandfather and father.
'

The prince of
Wales intended that his uncle the duke of York
fhould Hand godfather. The king ordered the

duke of Newcaftle to iland for himfeif. After the

ceremony, the prince expreiTed his rel'entment

againft this nobleman in very warm terms. The^

king ordered the prince to confine himiGif within

his own apartments -,
and afterwards fignified his

pleafure, that he fhould quit the palace of St.

James's. He retired with the princefs to a jioufe

belonging to the earl of Grantham ; but the chil-

dren wTre detained at the palace. All peers and

peereiTes, and all privy- counfellors and their wives^
v/ere given to underfland, that in cafe they vifited

the prince and princefs, they fhould have no accefs

to his majeily's prefence , and all who enjoyed polls
and places under both king and prince, v/ere

obliged to quit the fervice of one or other, at theif

option. When the parliament met on the tv/ency-
firft day of November, the king, in his fpeech,
told both houfes, that he had reduced the army
to very near one half, fmce the beginning of the

lafl feifion : he expreiTed his defire that all thofe

cially Engliflij fliould be arrefted. The an al'y cf Great-Britain, aeclarlng^

earl of Peterborough arriving at Bo- that the legate of Eo!ogna had vio-

logna with, a few armed followers, lently aud unjuftly, without the

was fcieed-, with all his papers. Being kncwledj;e of his holinefs, caufed thd

interrogated, he faid he came to pafs earl of Peterborough to be feized upoft

fome time in Italy, for the benefit of Tufpicions which proved to he ill

the air. He was clofe confined for grc-imded. The cardinal-Jegate fent a

a whole month in Fort Urbint), and declaration to the EngMf]) adrriiral in

his attendants were fent to prifon, the Mediterranean^ that ht had afked

Nothing appearing to juftify the fuf- fcrgivenefs of his holinefs, and nowr

picion, he was difir.ifTed with uncom- begged paidcn of his
Britann'cnr:ajeftyj n

ZTlon civility. The king demanding for having unadvifedly arrclted a peet

reparation far this infult, the pope cf Gic.t- Britain onhis (ra^ei?,

wrote with his ov,n haad a hUer to
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A. c. i7J7.y^j^Q ^ere friends to the prefent happy eilablifh-

ment, might unanimoufly concur in Tome proper
method for the greater (Irengthening the prote-
ftant intereil, of which, as the church of England
was- unqueftionably the main fupport and bulwark,
fo would fhe rea-p the principal benefit of every

advantage accruing from the union and mutual
Proceedings ^haritv of all proteHants. After the addrefies of
in pariia- '

.
»^

ment. thanks, which were couched in the ufiial ftile, the

commons proceeded to take into confideration the

eftimates and accounts, ia order to fettle the efta-

biilhment of the army, navy, and ordnance. Ten
thoufand men were voted for the fea-fervice. ¥7hen
the fupply for the army fell under deliberation, a

very warm debate enfued upon the number of

troops neceffary to be maintained. Sir William

Wyndham, Mr. Shippen, and Mr. Walpole, in a

long elaborate harangue, infilled upon its being
reduced totv/elve thoufand. They were anfvvered

by Mr. Craggs, fecretary at war, and Sir David

Dalrymple. Mr. Shippen, in the courfe of the

debate, faid the fecond paragraph of the king's

fpeech feemed rather to be calculated for the

meridian ofGermany than for Great- Britain ; and it

was a great misfortune that the king was a ftranger
to our lanc-uao-e and conftitution. Mr. Lechmere
affirmed this was a fcandalous invective againft the

king's perfon and government ^ and moved that he

fhould be fent to the Tower. Mr. Shippen refuf-

iflg to retrace or excufe v/hat he had faid, was
voted to the Tower by a great majority -,

and the

number of Handing forces was fixed at fixteen

thoufand three hundred and forty- feven effective

men.
On account of the great" fcarcity of filver coin,

occafioned by the exportation of filver and the im-

portation of gold, a motion was made to put z
'

flop to this growing evil, by lowering the value of

sp4
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gold fpecies. The comoions examined a reprefen-
^'^- ^Pv

ration which had been made to the treafury by Sir

Ifaac Newton mailer of the. mint, on this llibje^t-.

Mr. Cafv/el explained the nature of a clandeltine

trade carried on by the Dutch and Hamburghers,
in concert with the Jews of England and other

traders, for exporting the filver coin and importing
gold, v/hich being coined at the mint, yielded a

profit of fifteen pence upon every guinea. The
houle, in an addrcfs to the king, defired that a pro-
clamation might be ifiued, forbidding all peifcns
to utter or receive guineas at a higher rate than

one and twenty fhillings each. His majefly com-

plied with iheir requeit : but people hoarding up
their filver, in hope that the price of it v/ould be

raifed ; or in apprehenfion that the gold would be

lowered ftill farther, the two houfes refolved that

the ftandard of the gold and filver coins of the

kingdom fhouid not be altered in fineneis, weight,
or denomination

-,
and they ordered a bill to be

brought in to prevent the mieking down of the

filver coin. At this period, one James Shepherd, James Shejj*

a youth of eighteen, apprentice to a coachmaker,
J^^J^^^^^^ ^

and an enthufiaft in Jacobitirm, fent a letter to a defign

nonjuring clergyman, propofing a iizheme for aiTaf-
^^^^^"fj-r^^

finating king George. He was immediately ap-

prehended, owned the defign, was tried, con-

demmed, and executed at Tyburn. This was

likewife the fate of the marquis dc Palleotti, an

Italian nobleman, brother to the dutchefs /)f

Shrewfbury. Fie had, in a tranfport of paiTion,
killed his own fervant

•,
and feemed indeed to be

difordered in his brain. After he had received

fentence of death, the king's pardon was earneiHy
follicited by his fift'er the dutchefs, and mxany other

perfo.ns of the firit dilliniStion : but the commoa
people became fo clamorous, that it was thought:

dangerous to refcue him from the penakies of th^

0^2 law,
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AC. 1717. law, which he accordingly underwent in the mofl

ignon:iinious
manner. No fubjedt produced la

much heat and altercation in parliament during this

feinon, as did the bill for regulating the land-forces,

and puniihing mutiny and defertion : a bill which

was looked upon as an incroachment upon the

liberties and conilitucion of England, inalmuch

as it eftablifhed martial law, which wrciled from

the civil magillrate the cognizance of crimes and

mifdemeanours committed by the Ibldiers and oiS-

cers of the army : a jurifdidion inconfiilent with

the genius and difpoficion of the people. The
dangers that might accrue from fuch a power were

explained in the lower hoiife by Mr. Hutchinfon,
Mr. Harley, and Mr. Robert Walpole, which laH,

however, voted afterwards for the bill. In the

houfe of lords, it was flrenuouflyoppofed by th«

earls of Oxford, Strafford, and lord Harcouit.

Their objec^lions were anfv/ered by lord Carteret.

The bill paifed by a great m.ajority ; but divers

lords entered a proteii. This affair being difculTed,

a bill was brought in for veiling in truftees the for-

feited eilates in Britain and Ireland^ to be fold for

the ufe of the public ; for giving relief to lawful

creditors, by determining the claims j and for the

more effectual bringing into the refped:ive ex-

chequers, the rents and prolits of the edates till

fold. The time of claiming was prolonged : ths

fum of twenty thoufand pounds was referved out

of the fale of the efcates in Scotland, for erecting
Kift. Reg. fchools : and eio-ht thoufand pounds for building

sta'te Trial; .t)arraGks in that kingdom. The king having (igni-
Deb.inPari. fied, by. a meiTage to the houfe of commons, that

br^oke!" ^^ h^^ lately received fjch information from
Lives of the abroad, as gave reaibn to believe that a naval-

force, employed where it fhould be necelfary,
would give weight to his endeavours : he therefore,

thought fit to acquaiat the houfe with this circum-

ftance.

Oldmixon.
Annals.

Lambert! .

Burchet.
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fiance, not doubting but that in cafe he fhould be ^•*^- ^717-

obhged, at this critical jundure, to exceed the

number of men granted this year for the fea-fer-

vice, the houfe would provide tor fuch exceeding.
The commons immediately drew up and prefented
an addreis, alTuring his majefty that they would
make good fuch exceedings of feamen as he fhould

find neceifary to preferve the tranquility of Europe.
On the twenty-firft day of March the king went to The pariia-

the houfe of peers, and having pafTed the bills that
^'gue/,'^'^"

were ready for the royal aiTent, ordered the parlia-
ment to be prorogued *.

The king of Spain, by the care and indefatigable a. c. 1718.

diligence of his prime miniiler cardinal Alberoni,

equipped a very formidable armament, which, in

the beginning of June, fet fail from Barcelona ,

towards Italy ; but the deftination of it was not

known. A ftrong fquadron having been fitted out

in England, the marquis de Monteleone ambafla-

dor from Spain, prefented a memorial to the Britifh

miniftry, importing, that fo powerful an armament
in time of peace could not but give umbrage to the

king his mafter, and alter the good intelligence
that fubfifted between the two crowns. In anfwer

to this reprefentation, the minifbers declared, that

the king intended to fend admiral Byng with a Nature of

powerful fquadron into the Mediterranean, to '^^ 1^.'-^"-

maintain the neutrality in Italy. Mean while, the
^' ' '

negotiations between the Engiilli and French mini-

fbers produced the quadruple alliance, by which

king George and the regent prefcribed a peace be-

tween the emperor, the king of Spain, and the

* Earl Cowper lord chancellor re- fioncr of the treafury. The lord Stan-

figaed the great feal, which at firfl- was hope andMvjCraggs were appointed fe-

put in commiflion ;
but afterwards cretaries of ftate. Lord Stanhope and

given to lord Parker as high chancellor, lord Cadogaa were afterv/ards created

The earl of Sunderland was made pre- earls,

f'dent of rhe council, and firft commii^ ,

o
3 king
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;i,c.
i7i$.]^;pg Qf Sicily, and undertook to compel Philip

and the Savoyard to fubmit to fuch conditions as

they had concerted with the emperor. Thefe

powers were allowed only thre^ rnonths to confider

jhe articles, and declare whether they would rejeft

them, or acquiefce in the partiuon. Nothing could

l3e more contradi6l:ory to the true intereil of Great-

Britain than this treaty, which dcftrcyed the balance

in Italy, by throv/ing fuch an accelTicn of power
I

into the hands of the houfe of Auilria ; interrupted
the commerce v/ith Spain ; involved the kingdom
}n an immediate war with that monarchy; and

gave rife to all the quarrels and difputes which have

^rifen between England and Spain in the fequel.#
The ftates general did not approve of fuch violent

nieafures, and for foine time kept aloof ^ but at

length they acceded to the quadruple alliance,

which indeed v/as no other than a very expenfive

compliment to the emperor, who v/as defirous of

adding Sicily to his other Italian dominions.

The king of England had ufed fome endeavours

to compromife the diffeFence between his imperial

majefty and the Spanifh branch of the houfe of

Bourbon. Lord Stanhope had been fent to Ma-
drid with a plan of pacification, which being re-

jedled by Philip, as partial and iniquitous, the

king determined to fupport his mediation by force

Aimr-^l pf arms. Sir George Byng failed from Spithead

B-yngfa^is On the foutth day of Tune, with twenty fhips of

^//anean. the Ime, two nre-lhips, two bomb-veileis, and

ample indrudfions how to act on all emergencies.
Me arrived off cape St. Vincent on the thirueth

day of the month, when he difpatched his fecretary
to Cadiz with a letter tq colonel Stanhope the

Britifh minifter at Madrid, defirine him to inform

his mod: catholic majefty of the admiral's arrival in

thofe parts, and lay before him this article of his

inflructions :
" You are to make inftances with

"
both
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both parties to ceafe from ufing any further 2i6ts a^c. i7i5>.

ofhoftiiity: but in cafe the Spaniards do ftill

infill, with their Ihips of war and forces, to at-

tack the kingdom of Naples, or other the ter-

ritories of the emperor in Italy, or to land in

any part of Italy, which can only be with a de-

fign to invade the emperor's dominions, againft
whom only th-ey have declared war by invading
Sardinia-, or if they fhould endeavour to make
themfelves mailers of the kingdom of Sicily,

*' which muft be with a defign to invade the king-
*' dom of Naples ; in which cafe you are, with all

*«
your power, to hinder and obflrudl the fame.

*' If it Ihould fo happen, that at your arrival,
" with our fleet under your command, in the
*'

Mediterranean, the Spaniards fhould already
" have landed any troops in Italy, in order to in-

*' vade the emperors territories, you Ihall endea-
*' vour amicably to dlfluade them from perfevering
*' in fuch an attempt, and offer them your afiif*

" tance to help them to v/ithdraw their troops,
" and put an end to all further a6ls of hoftility.
'*

But, in cafe thefe your friendly endeavours fhould

prove inelfedual, you fliall, by keeping com-

pany with, or intercepting their fhips or convoy;
*'

or, if it be neceffary, by openly oppofing them,
" defend the emperor's territories from any further
*'

attempt." When cardinal Alberoni perufed thefe

inflrudions, he told colonel Stanhope with fome

warmth, that his mailer would run all hazards,

and even fuffer himielf to be driven out of Spain,
rather than recal his troops, or confent to a fulpen-

fion of arms. He faid the Spaniards were not to

be frightened ; and he was fo well convinced that

the fleet would do their duty, that in cafe of their
^

being attacked by admiral Byng, he fliould be in

no pain for the fuccels. Mr. Stanhope prefcnting

0^4 h'lrci

cc
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A.c. 1718. i^ini v*rith a lift of the Britifh fquadron, he threw

it upon the ground with great emotion. He pro-

mifed, hovv^ever, to lay the admiral's letters be-

fore the king, and to let the envoy know his ma-

jefty's
refolution. Such an interpofition could not

but be very provoking to the Spanifli miniiler,

who had laid his account with the conqueft of

Sicily, and for that purpofe prepared an armament
which v/as altogether lurprifing, confidering the

late fhattered condition of the Spanifh affairs. He
feems to have put too much confidence in the

fi:rength of the Spanifh fleet. In a few days he knt
back the admiral's letter to Mr. Stanhope^ with a

note under it, importing, that the chevalier Byng
might execute the orders he had received from the

king his mafter.

The admiral, in paffing by Gibraltar, was joined

by vice-admiral Cornwal v/ith two (hips. He pro-
ceeded to Minorca, where he relieved the garrifon
of Portmahon. Then he failed for Naples, v/here

he arrived on the firft day of Auguft, and was re-

ceived as a deliverer : for the Neapolitans had

been under the utmoft terror of an invafion from
the Spaniards. Sir George Byng received intel-

ligence from the viceroy count Daun, who treated

him with the mod diftinguifhing marks of refped,
that the Spanifli army amounting to thirty thou-

fand men, com.manded by the marquis de Lede,
had landed in Sicily, reduced Pakrmo and Meffma,
and were then employed in the fiege of the citadel

belonging to this laft city : that the Piedmontefe

garrifon would be obliged to furrender, if not

fpeedily relieved : that an alliance was upon the

carpet between the emperor and the king of Sicily,
which laft had deftred the affiftance of the Impe-
rial troops, and agreed to receive them into the

citadel of MelHna. The admiral immediately re-

folved
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folved to fail thither, and took under his convoy a ^•^' '718.

reinforcement of two thoufand Germans for the ci-

tadel, under the command of general Wetzel. He
forthwith failed from Naples, and on the ninth day
of Auguil v/as in fight of the Faro of MelTma.

He diipatchcd his own captain with a polite mefiage
to the marquis de Lede, propofing a cefTation of

arms in Sicily for two months, that the powers of

Europe might have time to concert meafures for

reiloring a lading peace ; and declaring, that

fiiould this propofal be
rejeded, he would, in pur-

fuance of his inftrudions, ufe all bis force to pre-
•

vent further attempts to difturb the dominions hia

mafler had engaged to defend. The Spanifh ge-
neral anfwered, that he had no powers to treaty

confequently could not agree to an armifcice, but

fnould obey his orders, which direded him to re-

duce Sicily for his mailer the king of Spain. The

SpaniHi fleet had failed from the harbour of Meffina

on the day before the Englilh fquadron appeared.
Admiral Byng fuppofed they had retired to Malta,

and direded his courfe towards Meffina, in order

to encourage and fupport the garrifon in the cita-

del. But, in doubling the point of Faro, he de-

fcried two Spanifh fcouts, and learned from the

people of a felucca from the Calabrian lliore, that

they had feen from the hills the Spanilh fleet lying
to in order of battle. The adjniral imm.ediately
detached the German troops to Reggio, under

convoy of tv/o lliips of war. Then he flood through
the Faro after the Spanifh fcouts that led him to

their main fleet, which before noon he defcried in

line of battle, amounting to feven and twenty fail

large and fmall, befides two fire-fhips, four bomb-
veiTels, and kvcn gallies. They were commanded
in chief bv don Antonio de Caflanita, under whom
were tnt four rear admirals Chacon, Mari, Gue-

vara, and Cammock. At fight of the Englifli

Ic^ua-
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i7iS.fquadron they flood away large, and Byng gave
chace all the reft of the day. In the morning,
which was the eleventh of Auguft, the rear-admiral

de Mari, with fix iliips
of war, the gallies, fire-

fliips, and bomb-ketches, feparated from the main

fleer, and ftcod in for the Sicilian fhore. The

Englifh admiral detached captain Walton with five

Ihips in purfuit of them ; and they were foon en-

gaged. He himfelf continued to chace their main

fleet; and about ten o'clock the battle began.

Ses'^nTJh
'^^^ Spaniards feemed to be diftradled in their

fleet off cape counfels, and a6led in confufion. They made a
Paflaro.

funning fight, and the admirals behaved with cou-

rage and adivity, in fpite of which they were all

taken but Cammock, who made his efcape with

three fliips of war and three frigates. In this en-

gagement, which happened off cape PalTaro, cap-
tain Haddock of the Grafton fignalized his cou-

rage in "an extraordinary manner. On the

eighteenth the admiral received a letter from

captain Walton, dated off Syracufe, intimating
that he had taken four Spanifn fhips of war, to-

gether with a bomb-ketch, and a vefTel laden with

arms ; and that he had burned four fliips
of the

line, a fire-fhip, and a bomb-veffel *. Had the

Spaniards follov/ed the advice of rear-admiral Cam-

mock, who was a native of Ireland, Sir George

Byng would riot h^ve obtained fuch an eafy vic-

tory. That olHcer propofed that they fhould remain

at anchor in the road of Paradife, with their broad-

fides to the fea ; in which cafe the Englifh admiral

would have found it a very diflicult taflc to attack

them : for the coaft is fo bold, that the largeft

fhips could ride v/ith a cable afhore , whereas far-

• This letter is juftly deemed a cu- "were upon the coaft, the number

/lous fpecimen of the laconic ftyle. f* as per margin, I am, &c.
"

Sir, We have taken and deftroyed G. Walton.'*

"* all the Spanifli /hips and veflcls whlph

X ther
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tiier out the currents are fo various and rapid, that ^•^' »7»«.

the Englilh fquadron could not have come to

anchor, or lie near them in order of battle : be-

fides, the Spaniards might have been reinforced

from the army on fhore, which would have raifed

batteries to annoy the allailants. Before king

George had received an account of this engage-
ment from the admiral, he Vv^rote him a letter with

his own hand, approving his condud. When Sir

George's eldefc ion arrived in England-, with acir-

cumftantial account of the adlion, he was graci-

oufly received, and fent back with pienipotentiajy

powers to his father, that he might negotiate .

with the feveral princes and dates of Italy, as he

Ihould fee occafion. The fon likewife carried the

king's royal grant to the officers and feamen, of all

the prizes they had taken from, the Spaniards. Not^

withftanding this vidory, the Spaniih army carried

on the fiege of the citadel of Medina with fuch

vigour, that the governor furrendered the place by

capitulation on the twenty-ninth day of September.
A treaty was now concluded at Vienna between the

emperor and the duke of Savoy. They agreed to

form an army for the conqueft of Sardinia in be-

half of the duke ; and in the mean time this prince

engaged to evacuate Sicily : but until his troops-

could be conveyed from that iiland, he confented

that they fhould co-operate with the Germans

againft the common enemy. Admiral Byng con-

tinued to aflifl the Imperialifts in Sicily, during
the beft part of the v/inter, by fcouring the fcas

of the Spaniards, and keeping the communication

open between the German forces and the Calabrian

Ihore, from whence they were fupplied with pro-
yifions. He a^^ed in this fervice with equal con-

duel, refolution, and activity. He conferred with

the viceroy of Naples, and the other Imperial ge-

lierals, about the operations of the enfuing cam-

paign.
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^•^•^'^^•paign, and count Hamilton was difpatched to

Vienna, to lay before the emperor the refult of their

deliberations : then the admiral fet fail for Mahon,
where his Ihips might be refitted, and put in a

condition to take the lea in the fpring.
The deilru6tion of the Spanifli fleet was a fub-

j^e£t
that employed the deliberations and conjedure

of all the politicians in Europe. Spain exclaimed

againll the condudl ofEngland, as inconfiftentwith

the rules of good faith, for the obfervation of

which {lie had always been fo famous. The mar-

S^ancTs'of ^^^^ ^^ Montelecne wrote a letter,to Mr. fecretary

tbespanifh Ctaggs, in which he expollulated with him upon
mmiiky. fy^i^ ^^ unprecedented outrage. Cardinal Albe-

roni, in a letter to that m.inifter, inveighed againll-
it as abafe unworthy adion. He faid the neutra-

lity of Italy was a weak pretence, ftnce every body
knew that neutrality had long been at an end ;

and that the princes guarantees of the treaty of

Utrecht were intirely difch^rged from their engage-
ments, not only by the fcandalous infringements
committed by the Auilrians in the evacuation

of Catalonia and Majorca; but alfo becaufe the

guaranty was no longer binding than till a peace
was concluded with France. He taxed the Britifh

miniftry with having revived and fupported this

neutrality, not. by an amicable mediation, but by
open violence, and artfully abufing the confidence

and fecurity of the Spaniards. Tins was the lan-

guage of difappointed ambition. Neverthelefs, it

mtrft be owned, that the condu6l of England on
this occasion was irregular, partial, and preci-

pitate.
The parliament meeting on the eleventh day of

November, the king, in his fpeech, declared that

the court of Spain had reje6ted all his amicable pro-^

pofals, and broke through their mofl fblemn en-

gagemenrts for the fecurity of the Britiih commerce.
To
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To vindicate therefore the faith of his former trea- ^'^' »7sS»

ties, as well as to maintain thofe he had latdy
made, and to protccb and defend the trade of his

fubjecls, which had in every branch been violent}y
and unjuftiy oppreifed, it became nec;!iTary for his

naval forces to check their progrefs : -that notwitk-

ftanding the fuccefs of his arms, that court had late-

ly given orders at all tlie ports of Spain and of the

Weit-lndies, to fit out privateers afi-ainlt the Ena-
liih.. He faid he v/as periuaded that a Br!4:iQi par-
liament v/ould enable him to relent fuch treat-

ment : and he aiilired them that his good brother

the regent of France v/as ready to concur with him
in tlie mpit vigorous meafures. A ftrong oppoli-
tion was made in both houfes to the motion for an
a-ddrefs of thanks and congratulation prcpofed by
lord Carteret. Several peers obferved, that fuch
an addrefs w^as, in eifed:,. to approve a fea-fighc
which might be attended with dangerous conle-

quences, and to give the fandion of that auguft
aifembly to meafures, v^hich, upon examination,

might appear either to ciaili with the lav/ of nations,
or tbrmer treaties, or to be prejudicial to the trade

of Great-Britain : that they ought to proceed with
the utmoft caution and matureft deliberation, in an^

affair wherein the honour, as well as the interefl

of the nation were fo highly concerned. Lord oifputcs j.t

Stra^brd moved for an- addrefs, that Sir George ^^,^1;^;;;'^^,

Byng's inftrudions might be layed before the n^irai Byng'«

houie. Karl Stanhope replied, that there v/as no
Jhe^spauk

occafipn for- fuch an addrefs, fmcc by his majeily's
*icet.

command he had already layed befor<; the houfe the

treaties, of which the late fea fia;ht was a confe-

quence : pardcularly the treaty fbr a defenfive

alliance between the- emperor and his majefly, con-
cluded at V/eftrpi nfter an the twenty-tifch day of

May, in the year one thoufand feve-n hundred and.'

fixteea-i and the treaty of alliance for rcftoring
2 and
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A.c. J718. and fettling the public peace, figned at London on

the twenty-fecond day of July. He aiiirmed, that

the court of Spain had violated the treaty of

Utrecht, and adled againft the public faith, in at-

tacking the emperor's dominions, while he was en-

gaged in a war againft the enemies of Chriftendom :

that they had rejedted his majefty's friendly offices

and offers for mediating an accommodation. He

explained the caufe of his own journey to Spain^

and his negotiations at Madrid. He added, it v/as

high time to check the growth of the naval power
of Spain, in order to proted and fecure the trade

of the Britilh fubjedts, which had been violently

opprefTed by the Spaniards. After a long debate,

the motion v/as carried by a confiderable majority.

The fame fubjed excited difputes of the fame na-

ture in the houfe of commons, where the lord Hin-

chinbroke moved, that, in their addrefs of thanks,

. they Ihould declare their entire fatisfadtion in thofe

mealures which the king had already taken for

ilrengthening the proteilant fucceffion ^ andeftabliih-

ing a lafting tranquility in Europe. The members in

the oppofition urged, that it was unparliamentary
and unprecedented, on the firll day of the felTion,

'

to enter upon particulars : that the bufmefs in

queilion was of the higheil importance, and deferv-

ed the mod mature deliberation : that, before they

approved the meafures which had been taken, they

ought to examine the reafon on which thofe mea-

fures were founded. Mr. Robert Walpoie affirm-

ed, that the giving fandtionin the manner propofed,

to the late meafures, could have no other view than

that of fcreening miniilers who were conicious of

having begun a war againft Spain, and now wanted

to make it the parliament's war. He obferved, that

inilead of an inure fatisfadtion, they ought to ex-

prefs their intire difTatisfadiion with fuch condudb

as was contrary to the law of nations, and a breach
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of the molL folemn treaties. Mr. lecretary Craggs^^, c. ijiz^

in a long fpeech, explained the nature of the qua-

druple alliance, and juilined all the meafures which
had been taken. The addrel's, as moved by lord

Hinchinbroke, was at length carried, and preiented
to his majefty. Then the commons proceeded to

confider the liipply. They voted thirteen thou-

fand five hundred failors i and twelve thoufand

four hundred thirty -five men for the land-fervice.

The whole eilimate amounted to two miliions twa
hundred and fifty-feven thoufand five hundred and

eighty-one pounds, nineteen fhillings. The mo-

ney was raifed by a land-tax, malt- tax, and lot-

tery.

On the thirteenth day of December, earl Stan-

hope, declared, in the houfe of lords, that, in order

to unite the hearts of the well afFeCled to the pre-
fent eilablifhment, he had a bill to offer under the

title of " An ad for ilrengthening the protefbnt ^^.^^^j^
,

" intereil in thefe kingdoms." It was accordingly .ni( ih- pro-

read, and appeared to be a bill repealing the ads
^'^^^'^

"*^

againfl occalional conformity, the growth of fchifm,

and fome claufes in the corporation and tefl-acLs.

This had been concerted by tlie miniltry, in pri-

vate meetings with the moil eminent diffenters.

The Tory lords were aftonifhed at this motion,, for

which they were altogether unprepared. Never- •

thelefs, they were ftrenuous in their oppofition.

They alledged that the bill, inftead of ilrengthen-

ing, would certainly weaken the church of Eng-
land, by plucking off her beft feathers, inveiling
her enemies with power, and fharing with church-

men the civil and military employments of which

they were then wholly pofTelTed. Earl Cowper de-

clared himfelf againfl that part of the bill by which

fome claufes of the tell and corporation ads w^re

repealed -, becaufe he looked upon thofe ads as tlie

i maiii
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A. c. ijiS'main bulwark of our excellent conftitution in

church and ftate, which ought to be inviolably pre-^

ferved. The earl of Hay oppofed the bill, becaufe^

in his opinion, it infringed the pa6ta conventa of

the treaty of union, by which the bounds both of

the church of England and of the church of Scot-

land were fixed and fettled ; and he was apprehen-

five, if the articles of the union were broke with

refpedto one church, it might afterwards be a pre-

cedent to break them with refpecl to the other.

The archbiihcp of Canterbury laid, the ads which

by this bill would be repealed, were the main bul-

wark and fupporters of the Engliih church : he ex-

prefTcd all imaginable tendernefs for well-meaning
confcientious diffenters -,

but he could not forbear

faying, fome among that fed made a wrong ufe of

the favour and indulgence Ihewn to them at the

revolution, though they had the lead fhare in

that happy event ; it was therefore thought necef-

fary for the legiflature to interpofe, and put a flop

to the fcandalous pradice of occafional conformity »

He added, that it would be needlefs to repeal the

ad againfl fchifm, fmce no advantage had been

taken of it, to the prejudice of the diffenters. Dr.
'

Hoadley bilhop of Bangor endeavoured to prove

that the occafional and fchifm ads were in efFed

perfecuting laws
•,
and that by admitting the prin-

ciple of felf-defence and felf-prefervation, in mat-

ters of religion, all the perfeautions maintained by
the heathens againil the profefTorsof Chriftianity,

and even the popilh inquifition, might be juflified*

With refped to the power of v/hich many clergy-

men appeared fo fond and fo zealous, he owned

the defire ofpower and riches v/as natural to all men ;

but that he had learned both from reafon and

from the gofpel, that thisdefire mufl be kept with-

in due bounds, and not intrench upon the rights
SLhd
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and liberties of their fellow creatures and country-
^« c »7«8.

men. After a long debate, the houfe agreed to

leave out ibme claufes concerning the teft and cor-

poration-ads : then the bill was committed, and

afterwards paffed. In the lower houie it met with

violent oppofition, in fpite of which it was carried

by the majority.
The king, on the feventeenth day of December,

fent a meffage to the commons, importing, that

all his endeavours to procure redreis for the in-

juries done to his iubjecls by tlie king of Spain,

having proved inefFedlual, he had found it nccef-

fary to declare war againft that monarch. When a

motion was made for an addrefs, to afTure the

king they would chearfully fupport him in the pro-
fecution of the war, Mr. Shippen and fome other

members faid, they did not fee the neceifity of in-

volving the nation in a war on account of fomt

grievances of v/hich the merchants complained, as

thefe might be amicably redrelled. Mr. Stanhope
affured the houfe, that he had prefented five and

twenty m.emorials to the miiniflry of Spain on that

fubjed, without fuccefs. Mr. Methuen accounted

for the dilatory proceedings of the Spanifh court in

commercial affairs, by explaining the great variety

of regulations in the feveral provinces and ports of

that kingdom. It was fuggeited, that the miniflry

payed very little regard to the trade and interell

of the nation ; inafmuch as it appeared by the an-

fwer from a fecretary of ilate to the letter of the

marquis de Monteieone, that they would have

overlooked the violation of the treaties of commerce,

provided bpain had accepted the conditions fcipu-

lated in the quadruple alliance : that his majelly
the king of Great-Britain did not feek to aggran-
dize himfelf by any new acquifition, but was rather

inclined to facrifice fomething of his own to procure
the general quiet and tranquility of Europe. A
Numb. XCVI. R member
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far that facrifice would have extended ; but, cer-

tainly it was a very uncommon flretch of conde-

fcenfion. This facrifice was faid to be the cefTion

of Gibraltar and Portmahon, which the regent of

France had offered to the king of Spain, provided
he would accede to the quadruple alliance. Hora-

tia Walpole obferved, that the difpofition of Sicily

in favour of the emperor was an infra(51:ion of the

treaty of Utrecht
-,

and his brother exclaimed

againfl: the injuftice of attacking the Spanifh fleet

before a declaration of war. Notwithstanding all

theie arguments and objections, the majority agreed
to the addrefs ; and fuch another was carried in

War de- the Upper houfc without a divifion. The declara-

'^'".^1 tionofwar aeainft Spain was publifhed with the

.Spain* UiUal lolemnities
-,
but this war was not a tavounte

of the people, and therefore did not produce thofe

acclamations that were ufual on fuch occafions.

Mean while cardinal Alberoni employed all his

intrigues, power, and induftry, for the gratification

of his revenge. He caufed new fhips to be built,

the fea- ports to be put in a pofture of defence,

fitccours to be fent to Sicily, and the proper mca-

fures to be taken for the fecurity of Sardinia. He,

by means of the prince de Celiamare, the Spanifh
ambaflador at Paris, caballed with the malcontents

of that kingdom, who were numerous and power-

^iinrthe ^^^^- ^ fcheme was adually formed for feizing the

legentof regent, and lecuring the perfon of the king. The
Hancc,

cluke of Orleans owed the firft intimation of this

plot to king George^ who gave him to underftand,

that a confpiracy was formed againfl his perfon and

government. The regent immediately took mea-

fures for watching the condud: of all fufpevSted per-
fons , but the whole intrigue was difcovered by ac-

cident. The prince de Celiamare intruded his

difpatches to the abbe Portocarrero, and to a fon

of
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of the marquis de Monteleone. They fet out from a. c. 1719

Paris in a poft-chaife, and were overturned. The

poftilion overheard Portocarrero fay, he would not

have loft his portmanteau for an hundred thoufand

piftoles. The man, at his return to Paris, gave
notice to the government of what he had obferved.

The Spaniards being purfued, were overtaken and

fcized at Poitiers, with the portmanteau, in which

the regent found two letters that made him ac-

quainted with the particulars of the confpiracy.
The prince de Ceilamare was im.mediately conduct-

ed to the frontiers
-,
the duke of Maine, the mar-

quis de Pompadour, the cardinal de Polignac, and

many other perfons of diiHn6lion, were committed

to different prifons. The regent declared war

againft Spain on the twenty-ninth day of Decem-

b'^r-, and an army of fix and thirty thoufand men

began its m^arch towards that kingdom in January,
under the commcind of the duke of Berwick.

Cardinal Alberoni had likewife formed a fcheme intended in*

in favour of the pretender. The duke ofOrmond vafion by

repairing to Madrid, held conferences with his ormcnd.^

eminence ; and meafures were concerted for excit-

ing another infurredlion in Great-Britain. I he

chevalier de St. George quitted Urbino by fieakh ;

and embarking at Netuno, landed at Cagliari in

March. From thence he took his paffage to

Rofes in Catalonia, and proceeded to Madrid,
where he was received with great cordiality, and

treated as king of Great-Britain. An armament
had been equipped of ten fhips of war and tranf-

ports, having on board fix thoufand regular troops,
with arms for twelve thoufand men. The com-
mand of this fleet was bellowed on the duke
of Ormond, with the title of captain-general
of his moft catholic majefty. He was provid-
ed with declarations in the name of that king,

importing, that for many good reafons he had fent

R 2 . part
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A.C1718. part of his land and fea-forces into England and

Scotland, to ad as auxiliaries to king James.

King George, having received from the regent of

France timely notice of this intended invafion, of-

fered, by proclamation, rewards to thofe that fliould

apprehend the duke of Ormond, or any gentleman
embarked in that expedition. Troops were or-

dered to afTemble in the North and Weft of Eng-
land : two thoufand men were demanded of the

ftates-general : a ftrong fquadron was equipped to

oppofe the Spanifh armament
-,
and the duke of

Orleans made a proffer to king George of twenty
battalions for his fervice.

His majefty having communicated to both houfes

of parliament the repeated advices he had received

touching this projedted defcent, they promifed to

fupport him againft all his enemies. They defired

he would augment his forces by fea and land ; and
affured him they would make good the extraor-

dinary expence. Two thoufand men were landed

from Holland, and fix battalions of Imperialifts
from the Auftrian Netherlands. The duke ofOr-

mond failed from Cadiz, and proceeded as far as

Cape Finifterre, where his fleet was difperfed and
difabied by a violent ftorm, which entirely defeated

J^'^spa'?"'
^^^ purpofed expedition. Two frigates, however,

riardsidnd arHvcd in Scotland, with the earls Marifchal and

^iLnL Seaforth, the marquis of Tullibardine, fome field -

Scotland, officcrs, three hundred Spaniards, and arms for

two thoufand men. They were joined by a fmall

body of Highlanders, and poirefTed themfelves of

Donan-caftle. Againft thefe adventurers general

Wightman marched with a body of regwlar troops
from Invernefs. They had taken pufTeffion of the

pafsof Glenfhiel-, but, at the approach of the king's

forces, retired to the pafs at Strachell, which they
refolved to defend. They were attacked and driven

from one eminence to another till night, when the

High-
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Highlanders difperfed ; and next day the Spaniards
a. c. 1718.

lurrendered themfelves prifoners of war. Marif-

chal, Seaforth, and Tullibardine, with fome of-

ficers, retired to one of the weftern ifles, in order to

wait for an opportunity of being conveyed to the

continent.

On the laft day of February the duke of Somer-
fet reprefented, in the houle of lords, that the

number of peers being very much increafed, efpe-

cially fince the union of the two kingdoms, itfeem-
ed abfolutely neceffary to take effeftual meafures
for preventing the inconveniencies that might at-

tend the creation of a great number of peers, to

ferve a prefent purpofe -,
an expedient which had

been actually taken in the late reign. He there- Account of

fore moved, that a bill Ihould be brought in to bai.'"^''^*'

fettle and limit the peerage, in fuch a manner, that

the number of Englifh peers Ihould not be en-

larged beyond fix above the prefent number,
which upon failure of male ilTue, might befupplied
by new creaiions : that inftead of the fixteen elec-

tive peers from Scotland, twenty-five Ihould be
made hereditary on the part of that kingdom ;

and, that this number, upon failure of heirs male,
fhould be fupplied from the other members of the

ScottiQi peerage. This bill was intended as a re-

ftraint upon the prince of Wales, who happened
to be at variance with the prefent miniilry. The
motion was fupported by the duke of Argyle, now
lord- lieward of the houlhold, the earls of Sunder-

land and Cariifle. It was oppofed by the earl of

Oxford, who faid, that although he expeded no-

thing from the crown, he would never give his vote

for lopping off fo valuable a branch of the prero-

gative, which enabled the king to reward merit and
virtuous anions. The debate was adjourned to

the fecond day of March, v/hen eari Stanhope
R 3 de-
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A. c. 171S. delivered a mcfiage from the king, intimating, that

as they had under confideration the ilate of the

Britifh peerage, he had fo much at heart the fettling

it upon fuch a foundation as might fecure the free-

dom and conflitution of parliaments in all future

ages, that he was willing his prerogative fhould

not {land in the way of fo great and neceflary a

work. Another violent debate enfued between the

two factions. The queftion here, as in almoft

every other difpute, was not. Whether the mea-

fure propofed was advantageous to the nation ?

but. Whether the Tory or the Whig intereft

ihould predominate in parliament ? Earl Cowper
affirmed, that the part of the bill relating to the

Scottilli peerage was a manifeft violation of the

treaty of union, as well as a flagrant piece of in-

juflice, as it would deprive perfons of their right,

withovit being heard, and without any pretence or

forfeiture on their part. He obferved, that the

Scottifh peers excluded from the number of the

twenty five, would be in a worfe condition than

any other fubjedls in the kingdom ; for they would
be neither eleding nor eleded, neither reprefent-

ing nor reprefented. Thefe objedlions were over-

ruled : feveral refolutions were taken agreeable to

the morion ; and the judges were ordered to pre-

pare and bring in the bill. This meafure alarmed

the generality of the Scottifh peers, as v/ell as many
Englifh commoners, who faw in the bill the avenues

of dignity and tide fhut up againll them
•,
and they

did not fail to exclaim againft it, as an incroach-

Anrais.' mcnt upon the fundamental maxims of the confli-

^Tnil],
tution. Treatifes v/ere writ and publilhed on both

Hitt R-g. fides of the queflion -,
and a national clamour be-

Pari'.

""

g^^ ^^ arife, when earl Stanhope obierved, in the

j^ivesof the houfe, that as the bill had raifed lirange apprehen-
Admirat.

^^^^^^ j^^ thought it advisable to poitpone the

further



G E O R G E I.
'

24-

further confideration of it till a more proper oppor-
a. c. 171s.

tunity. It was according dropped, and the par-
liament prorogued to the eighteenth day of April,
on which occafion his majefty told both houfes,

that the Spanilh king had acknowledged the pre-
tender.

The king having appointed lords-juftices to rule"^*^- '^'^

the kingdom in his abfence, embarked in May for

Holland, from whence he proceeded to Hanover,
where he concluded a peace with Ulrica the new

queen of Sweden. By this treaty Sweden yielded
for ever to the royal and eledtoral houfe of Brunf-

wick, the dutchies of Bremen and Verden, with

all their dependencies : king George obliged him-

felf to pay a million of rixdollars to the queen of

Sweden; and to renew, as king of Great-Britain

and eledlor of Hanover, the alliances formerly fub-

fifling between his predecefTors and that kingdom.
He hkewife mediated a peace between Sweden and

his former allies the Danes, the Prufiians, and the

Poles. The czar, however, refufed to give up his

fchemes of conquell. He fent his fleet to the

Scheuron or Batles of Sweden, where his troops

landing to the number of fifteen thoufand, com-

mitted dreadful outrages -, but, Sir John Norris,

who commanded an Englifh fquadron in thofe feas,

having orders to fupport the negotiations, and op-

pofe any hoililities that might be committed, the

czar, dreading the fate of the Spanifli navy,

thought proper to recal his fleet. In the Mediter-

ranean admiral Byng adcd with unwearied vigour
in

afTifting
the Imperialifts to finifli the conqueil of

Sicily. The court of Vienna had agreed to fend a

flrong body of forces to finifh the reduction of that

iflarrd ; and the command in this expedition was

beftowed upon the count de Merci, with whom
Sir George Byng conferred at Naples. This ad-

miral fupplied them with ammunition and artillery

R 4 from
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A. c. 1719- from the Spaniih prizes. He took the whole rein-

Count forcement under his convoy, and faw them fafely
werci af- landed in the bay of Patti, to the number of three

command thoufand five hundred horfe, and ten thoufand in-

ortheim.
fantry. Count Merci thinking himfelf more than

in'siciiy. a match for the Spanifh forces commanded by the

marquis de Lede, attacked him in a flrong camp
at Franca-villa ; and was repulfed with the lofs of

five thoufand men, himfelf being dangeroufly
wounded in the adtion. Here his army mull have

penfiied for want of provifion, had not they been

fupplied by the Englilh navy,
Aflivity of Admiral Byno; no fooner learned the bad fuccefs

Bjng. of the attack at Franca-villa, than he embarked
two battalions from the garrifon of Melazzo, and
about a thoufand recruits, whom he fent under a

convoy through the Faro to Schefo-bay, in order

to reinforce the Imperial army. He afterwards

alTifted at a council of war with the German gene-
rals, who, in confequence of his advice, undertook
the fiege of Meffina. Then he repaired to Naples,
where he propofed to count Gallas, the new vice-

roy, that the troops deftined for the conqueft of

Sardinia fhould be firft landed in Sicily, and co-

operate towards the conqueft of that ifland. The

propoial was immediately difpatched to the court

of Vienna. In the mean time the admiral returned

to Sicily, and alTifted in the fiege of Meffina. The
town furrendered, the garrifon retired into the cita-

del, and the remains of the Spanifh navy which
had c'caped at FaiTaro, were now defiroyed in the

Mole. The emperor approved of the fcheme pro-

pofed by the Englifli admiral, to whom he wrote a

very gracious letter, intimating, that he had dif-

patched orders to the governor of Milan, to de-

tach the troops defigneci for Sardinia to Vado, in

order to be rranfported into Italy. The admiral

charged himfelf with the performance of this fer-

vice.
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\\ce. Having furnifhed the Imperial army before a-^- ^y^s*

Meflina with another fnpply of cannon, powder,
and {hot, upon his own credit, he fet fail for Va-

do, where he fnrmounted numberlefs difficulties

flarted by the jealoufy of count Bonneval, who was

unwilling to fee his troops deflined for Sardinia

now diverted to another expedition, in which he

could not enjoy the chief command. At length,
admiral Byng faw the forces embarked, and con-

voyed them to Mefiina, the citadel of which fur-

rendered in a few days after their arrival. By this

time the m.arquis de Lede had fortified a flrong poft
at Caftro-Giovanne, in the centre of the ifland ;

and cantoned his troops about Aderno, Palermo,
and Catanea. The Imiperialifts could not pretend
to attack him in this fituation, nor could they re-

main in the neighbourhood of Meffina, on account

of the fcarcity of provifions. They would there-

fore have been obliged to quit the ifland during the

winter, had not the admiral undertaken to tranfport
them by fea to Trapani, where they could extend

themfeives in a plentiful country. He not only
executed this enterprize, but even fupplied them
with corn from Tunis, as the harvefls of Sicily had
been gathered into the Spanifh magazines. It was
the fecond day of March before the laft embarka-
tion of the Imperial troops were landed at Trapani.
The marquis de Lede immediately retired with

his army to AlcamiO, from whence he fent his mare-

chal de camp to count Merci and the Englifh ad-

miral, with overtures for evacuating Sicily. The
propofals were not difagreeable to the Germans ;

but. Sir Geo.»-gc Byng declared, that the Spaniards
ftiould not cuit the ifland while the war continued,

as he forefaw that thefe troops would be employed
againil France or England. He agreed, however,
with count-Merci, in propofing, that if the mar-

quis would furrendtrr Palermo, and retire into the

middle
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^» G, 1719, middle part of the ifland, they would confent to

an armiftice for fix weeks, until the fentiments of

their different courts Ihould be known. The mar-

quis offered to furrender Palermo, in confidera-

tion of a fufpenfion of arms for three months ; but,

while this negotiation was depending, he received

advices from Madrid, that a general peace was

concluded. Neverthelefs, he broke off the treaty,

in obedience to a fecret order for that purpofe.
The king of Spain hoped to obtain the reftitution

of St. Sebaftian's, Fontarabia, and other places
taken in the courfe of the war, in exchange for

the evacuation of Sicily. Hoftilities were continu-

ed until the admiral received advice from the earl

of Stair at Paris, that the Spanifh ambaflador at

the Hague had figned the quadruple alliance. By
the fame courier packets were delivered to the

count de Merci and the marquis de Lede, which

!aft gave the admiral, and Imperial general to un-

derftand, that he looked upon the peace as a thing
concluded , and was ready to treat for a cefTation of

hoftilities. They infifted upon his delivering up
Palermo

-,
while he urged, that as their mafters

were in treaty for fettling the terms of evacuating

Sicily and Sardinia, he did not think himfelf autho-

rifed to agree to a ceffation, except on condition,

that each party Ihould remain on the ground they

occupied, and expedl further orders from their

principals. After a fruitlefs interview, between

the three chiefs at the Caffme de RolTignola, the

Imperial general refolved to undertake the fiege of

Palermo : with this view he decamped from Al-

camo on the eighteenth day of April, and followed

the marquis de Lede, who retreated before him,
and took pofTefTion of the advantageous pofts that

commanded the pafTes into the plain of Palermo ;

but count Merci with indefatigable diligence

marched over the mountains, while the admiral

coalled
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coafted along-(hore, attending the motions of the -^' ^« '7*9«

army. The Spanifh general perceiving the Ger-

mans advancing into the plain, retired under the

cannon of Palermo
•,
and fortified his camp with

ftrong intrenchments. On the fecond day of May Th^
Spa-

the Germans took one of the enemy's redoubts by "iacultr'

furprize, and the marquis de Lede ordered all his sicUj.

forces to be drawn out to retake this fortification :

both armies were on the point of engaging when a

courier arrived in a felucca with a packet for the

marquis, containing full powers to treat and agree
about the evacuation of the iflandj and the tranf-

portation of the army to Spain. He forthwith

drew off his army -,
and fent a trumpet to the ge-

neral and admiral, with letters, informing them of

the orders he had received. Commiflioners were

appointed on each fide, the negotiations begun,
and the conventions figned in a very few days. The
Germans were put in pofTeffion of Palermo ; and

the Spanifh army marched to Termini, from

whence they were tranfported to Barcelona.

The admiral continued in the Mediterranean

until he had feen the ifiands of Sicily and Sardinia

evacuated by the Spaniards, and the mutual cef-

fions executed between the emperor and the duke

of Savoy, in confequence of which, four batta-

lions of Piedmontele troops were tranfported from

Palermo to Sardinia, and took pofleflion of Cag-
liari in the name of their mafter. In a word, ad-

miral Byng bore fuch a confiderable fliare in this

war of Sicily, that the fate of the ifland depended

wholly on his courage, vigilance, and condudb.

"When he waited on his majefty at Hanover, he

met with a very gracious reception. The king told

him he had found out the fecret of obliging his

enemies as well as his friends
•,
for the court of

Spain had mentioned hftm in the moil honourable

terms.
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A.c. X719. terms, with refped to his candid and friendly de-

portment, in providing tranfports and other necef-

laries for the embarkation of their troops, and in

protecting them from opprefTion. He was ap-

pointed treafurer of the navy, and rear-admiral of

Great-Britain: in a little time the king ennobled

him by the title of vifconnt Torrington •,
he was

declared a privy- counfellor ; and afterwards made
a knight of the Bath, at the revival of that order.

During thefe occurrences in the Mediterranean,
the duke of Berwick advanced with the French

army to the frontiers of Spain, where he took Fort

Paffage, and deftroyed fix fhips of war that were
on the flocks : then he reduced Fontarabia and St.

Sebaftian's, together with Port Antonio in the bot-

tom of the Bay of Bifcay. In this laft exploit the

French were alTifted by a detachment of EngliOi

feamen, who burned two large fhips unfinifhed,
and a great quantity of naval ftores. The king of

England, with a view to indemnify himfelf for the

expence of the war, proje6led the conquefl of Co-
runna in Bifcay, and of Peru in South America.

Four thoufand men, commanded by lord Cobham,
were embarked at the I fie of Wight, and failed on
the twenty-firfl day of September, under convoy
of five Ihips of war, conducted by admiral

Mighels. Inftead of making an attempt upon
Corunna, they reduced Vigo with very little difli-

culty ',
and Pont-a-Vedra fubmitted without refif-

tance : here they found fome brafs artillery, fmall

arms, and military ftores, with which they returned

to England. In the mean time captain Johnfon,
with two Englifh fhips of war, deflroyed the fame

number of Spanifli ihips in the port of Ribadeo to

the eaftward of Cape Ortegas -,
fo that the naval

power of Spain was totally ruined. The expedi-
tion to the Wefl-Indies was prevented by the

peace.
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peace. Spain being opprefled on all fides, and^. c. ,719.

utterly exhaufted, Philip faw the neceffity of a

fpeedy pacification. He now perceived the mad-

nefs of Alberoni's ambitious projedts. That mi-

nifter was perfonally difagreeable to the emperor,
the king of England, and the regent of France,

who had declared they would hearken to no propo-
fals while he Ihould continue in office : the Spanifh

monarch, therefore, divelted him of his employ-
ment ; and ordered him to quit the kingdom in

three weeks. The marquis de Berretti Landi, mi-
p^.j.

nifterfrom the court of Madrid at the Hague, de-
obligee: to

livered a plan of pacification to the fl:ates : but it ^^"^^^f'/he
. ^*^ 1 1 , 71- 1 -ni •!• 1 T -.quadruple

was rejeded by the allies
•,
and Philip was obliged alliance,

at laft to accede to the quadruple alliance.

On the fourteenth day ofNovember king George
returned to England, and on the twenty- third

opened the fefilon of parliament with a fpeech, in

which he told them, that ail Europe, as well as

Great-Britain, was on the point of being delivered

from the calamities of war, by the influence of

Britifh arms and councils. He exhorted the com-

mons to concert proper means for lefl^ening the

debts of the nation
-,
and concluded with a pane-

gyric upon his own government. It mufl be own-

ed he had adled with equal vigour and deliberation,

in all the troubles he had encountered fince his ac-

ceflion to the throne. The addrelTes of both houfes

were as warm as he could defire. They in parti-

cular extolled him for having interpofed in the be>

half of the proteftants of Hungary, Poland, and

Germany, who had been opprefled by the pradices
of the popifh clergy ; and prefented to him memo-
rials containing a detail of their grievances. He
and all the other protellant powers warmly inter-

ceded in their favour ; bwt the grievances were not

redrefied. The peerage- bill was now revived by
the duke of Buckingham •, and, in fpite of all op-

6 pofition^
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A, c. 1719. pofition, pafled through the houfe of lords. It had

been projedted by earl Stanhope, and eagerly fup-

ported by the earl of Sunderland ; therefore Mr.
Robert Walpole attacked it in the houfe of com-
mons with extraordinary vehemence. Here too it

was oppofed by a coniiderable number of Whig
members

-,
and after warm debates, rejeded by

^'"^°^he
^ ^^''g^ majority. The next obje6t that engroffed

dependency the attention of the parliament, was a bill for bet-
of Ireland

j^j. fecurinsf the dependency of Ireland upon the
upon the ^

. .
• ^

of- crown of Great-Britain. Maurice Annefley had

appealed to the houfe of peers in England, from a

decree of the houfe of peers in Ireland, which was

reverfed. The Britifh peers ordered the barons of

the exchequer in Ireland, to put Mr. Annefley in

pofTeflion of the lands he had loft by the decree in

that kingdom. The barons obeyed this order ;

and the Irifli houfe of peers pafled a vote againft

them, as having a6led in derogation to the king's

prerogative in his high court of parliament in Ire-

land, as alfo of the rights and privileges of that

kingdom, and of the parliament thereof: they
likev>^ife ordered them to be taken intocuftody ofthe

ulher of the black-rod : they tranfmitted a long re-

prefentation to the king, demonftrating their right to

the final judicature of caufes
•,
and the dukeofLeeds,

in the upper houfe, urged fifteen reafons to fup-

port the claim of the Irifli peers. Notwithftand-

ing thefe arguments, the houfe of lords in Eng-
land refolved. That the barons of the exchequer
in Ireland had adled with courage, according to

law, in fupport of his majefty's prerogative, and

with fidelity to the crown of Great-Britain. . They
addreflTed the king to confer on them fome marks

of his royal favour, as a recompence for the ill

ufage they had undergone. Finally, they prepared
the bill, by which the Irifli houfe of lords was de-

prived of all right to pafs fentence, aflirm, or re-

5 verfe
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verfe any judgment or decree, given or made in a, c. 1719,

any court within that kingdom. In the houfe of

commons it was oppofed by Mr. Pitt, Mr. Hunger-
ford, the lords Molefworth and Tyrconnel ; but

was carried by the majority, and received the

royal aflent.

The king's having recommended to the com-

mons the confideration of proper means for leflen-

ing the national debt, was a prelude to the famous

South-fea a6l, which became produ6live of fo much
mifchief and infatuation. The fcheme was pro-

jeded by Sir John Blunt, who had ben bred a fcri-

vener
-,
and was pofTefled of all the cunning, plau-

fibility, and boldnefs, requifite for fuch an under-
'

taking. He communicated his plan to Mr. Aillabie,

the chancellor of the exchequer, as well as to one

of the fecretaries of flate. He anfwered all their

objections ; and the projedt was adopted. They
forefaw their own private advantage in the execu-

tion of the defign, which was imparted, in the

name of the South-fea company, of which Blunt

was a diredor, who influenced all their proceed-

ings. The pretence for the fcheme, was to dif-

chargc the national debt, by reducing all the funds

into one. The bank and South-fea company out-

bid each other. The South-fea company altered

their original plan, and offered fuch high terms to

the government, that the propofals of the bank
were rejeded ; and a bill was ordered to be brought
into the houfe of commons, formed on the plan

prefented by the South-fea company. While this South-fc«

affair was in agitation, the flock of that company
^^'

rofe from one hundred and thirty to near four hun-
^"^^^['*

dred, in confequence of the condudl of the com- hia. Reg.

mons, who had rejedted a motion for a claufe
inLi"et^ofthe

the bill, to fix what (hare in the capital flock of Admirals.

the company fhould be vefled in thole proprietors
of



256 HISTORY ofENGLAND.
A. c. 1720, of the annuities who might voluntarily fubfcribe;

or how many years purchale in money they ihould

receive in fubrcribing, at the choice of the pro-

prietors.
In the houie of lords the bill was oppofed

by the lord North and Grey, the earlCowper, the

dukes of Wharton, Buckingham, and other peers.

They affirmed, it was calculated for inriching a

few and impoverifhing a great number : that it

countenanced the fraudulent and pernicious prac-
tice of ilock -jobbing, which diverted the genius
of the people from trade and induilry : that it

would give foreigners the opportunity to double

and treble the vaft fums they had in the public
funds

•,
and that they would be tempted to realize

and v/ithdraw their capital and immenfe gains to

other countries , fo that Great-Britain would be

drained of its gold and filver : that the artificial

and prodigious rife of the South-fea (lock was a

dangerous bait, which might decoy many unwary
people to their ruin, alluring them by a falfe pro-

fpe6t of gain to part with the fruits of their in-

duftry, to purchafe imaginary riches : that the

addition of above thirty millions capital would give
fuch power to the South-fea company, as might

endanger the liberties of the nation : for, by their

extenfive interefl they would be able to influence

moft, if not all the ele<5tions of the members i and

confequently over-rule the refolutions of the houfe

of commons. Earl Cowper urged, that in all

public bargains the perfons in the adminiftration

ought to take care, that they (hall be more ad-

vantageous to the (late than to private perlbns ;

but that a contrary method had been followed in the

contradt made with the South-fea company ; for,

lliould the (locks be kept at the advanced price to

which they had been railed by the oblique arts of

flock -jobbing, either that company or its principal
members



•
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members would gain above thirty millions, of^c. )7ao,

which no more than one fourth part would be

given towards the difcharge of the national debts.

He apprehended, that the re-purchafe of annuities

would meet with infuperable difficulties
•, and, iii

fuch cafe, none but a few perfons who were in the

fecret, who, had bought flocks at a low rate, and

afterwards fold them at a high price, would in the

end be gainers by the projedt. The earl of Sun-

derland anfwered their objedions. He declared,

that thofe who countenanced the fcheme of the

South- fea company, had nothing in view but the

advantage of the nation. He owned that the

managers for that company had undoubtedly a

profped: of private gain, either to themfelves or to

their corporation ; but, he laid, when the fcheme

was accepted, neither the one nor the other could

forefee that the ftocks would have rifen to fuch a

height : that if they had continued as they were^

the pubhc would have had the far greater fhare of

the advantage accruing from the fcheme ; and,

Ihould they be kept up to the prefent high price,

it was but reafonable, that the South- fea company
fhould enjoy the profits procured to it by the wife

management and induflry of the dire6lors, which

would enable it to make large dividends, and there-

by accomplifh the purpofe of the fcheme. The
till paffed without amendment or divifion ; and

on the feventh day of April received the royal af-

fent. By this a6l the South-fea company wa^ au- '

thorized to take in by purchafe or fubfcription, the

irredeemable debts of the nation, flated at fixteen

millions five hundred forty-fix thoufand four hun-

dred eighty-two pounds, feven fhiilijigs, one

penny farthing, at fuch times as they (hould find

convenient before the firft day of March of the cn-

fuing year, and without any compulfion on

any of the proprietors, at fuch rates and prices
as

N°. 96. S iliould
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the refpe^live proprietors. They were likewife^

authorized to take in all the redeemable debts,

amounting to the fame fum as that of the irre-

deemables, either by purchafe, by taking fubfcrip-

tions, or by paying off the creditors. For the

liberty of taking in the national debts, and in-

creafing their capital ftock accordingly, the com-

pany confented, that their prefent, and to be in-

creafed annuity, fliould be continued at five per
cent, till Midfummer, in the year one thoufand

feven hundred and tv/enty-feven ; from thence to

be reduced to four per cent, and be redeemable by
parliament. In confideration of this and other ad-

vantages expreffed in the a(5c, the company decla-

red themfelves willing to make fuch payments into

the receipt of the exchequer, as v/ere fpecified for

the ufe of the public, to be applied to the dif-

charge of the public debts incurred before Chrift-

mas, in the year one thoufand fevcn hundred and
fixteen. Tlic fums they were obliged to pay for

the liberty of taking in the redeemable debts,
four years and a half's purchafe for all the long and
fhort annuities that fhould be fubfcribed, and one

year's purchafe for fuch long annuities as lliould

not be fubfcribed, amounted on the execution of
the adt to about icvta millions. For enabling the

company to raife this fum, they were impowered
to make calls for money from their members ; to

open books of fubfcription ; to grant annuities re-

deemable by the company -,
to borrow money up-

on any contrad: or bill under their common feal,

or on the credit of their capital ftock ; to convert

the money demanded of their members into ad-

ditional ftock, without, however, making any addi-

tion to the company's annuities^ payable out of
the public duties. It was enaded. That out of
the firft monies arifmg from die fums payed by the

companjc
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Company into the exchequer, fuch public debts '^- '•• /-o;

carrying intereft at five per cent, incurred be-

fore the twenty-fifth day of December, in the year
one thoufand feven hundred and fixtcen, founded

upon any former ad of parliament, as were now
fedeemable, or might be redeemed before the

twenty-fifth day of December, in the year one
thoufand feven hundred and twenty-two, Hiould
be difcharged in the firft place : then ail the re-

mainder fnouId be applied towards paying oiffo

much of the capital ftock of the company as fliould

then carry an intereft of fiv^e per cent. It was likewife

provided, That after Midfummer, in zh^ year
one thoufand feven hundred and twenty- feven, the

company fhould not be payed off in any fums be-.

ing lefs than one million at a time.

The heads of the royal-afTuranee and Tondon-
afifurance companies, underilanding that the civil

lift was confiderably in arrears, offered to the mini-

flry fix hundred thoufand pounds towards the dif-

charge of that debt, on condition of their obtain-

ing the king's charter, with' a parliamentary fanc-

tion for the eftabliiliment of their refpecbive com-

panies. The propofal was embraced ; and the charters

king communicated it in a meffage to the houfe of^""''^^^ f*

commons, defiring their concurrence. A bill was anVLonjoa

immediately paffed, enabling his majefty to gniiit
^'''•j""^^

letters of incorporation to the tv/o companies.
It foon obtained the royal affent ; and on tht

eleventh day of June an end was put to the it[-

fion. This was the age of interefted projeds in -

fpired by a venal fpirit of adventure ; the natural

confequence of that avarice, fraud, and profligacy,
which the monied corporations had introduced.

This, of all others, is the moft unfavourable sra
for an hiftorian. A reader of fendment and ima-

gination cannot be entertained or intereited by a

dry detail of fuch tranfadions as admit of no

S 2 waj-mth.

comramcjs.
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A. c. f 720, v7armth, no colouring, no embcUifhment ; a detail

which ierves only to exhibit an inanimated pidure •

of taftdefs vice and mean degeneracy.

Treaty of By this time an alliance oRenfive and defenfive

alliance ^^^^ concludcd at Stockholm between king George
Tea.

"^^

and the queen of Svv'cden, by which his majefty

engaged to fend a fleet into the Baltic to a6t

againfl:
the czar of Mufcovy, in cafe that rnonarch

ihould reject reafonable propofals of peace. Peter

loudly complained of the infolent interpofition of

king George, alledging, that he had failed in his

engagements, both as eledlor of Hanover and

king of Great- Britain. His refide nt at London

prefented a long memorial on this fubjedt, which

was anfvvered by the Bridili and Hanoverian mini-

ftry. Thefe recriminations ferved only to inflame

the difference. The czar continued to profecute
the war

•,
and at length concluded a peace without

a mediator. At the inilanccs, however, of king

George and the regent of France, a treaty of

peace was figncd between the queen of Sweden and

the king of Prufiia, to whom that princefs ceded

the city of Stetin, the diilricl between the rivers

Oder and Pehnne, v^ith the iiles of Wollin and

Ufedom. On the other hand he engaged to join .

the king of Great-Britain in his endeavours to

effed a peace between Sweden and Denmark,
- on condition that the Danifh king fhould reftore

to queen Ulrica that part of Pomerania which he

had feized : he likewiie promifed to pay to that

queen two millions of rixdollars, in confideration

of the ceffions fhe had made. The treaty between

Sweden and Denmark was figned at Frederickftadt

in the mionth of June, through the mediation of

the king of Great- Britain, who becamiC guarantee
for the Dane's keeping poiTelTion of Slefwick. He
confented, however, to reilore the Upper Pomcr
rania, the iile of Rugen, the city of Wifmar, and

what:
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whatever he had taken from Sweden durino- the a, c. i;ao.

war, in confideration of Sweden's renouncing the

exemDtion from toll in the Sound, and the two
Belts ; and paying to Denmark fix hundred thou-

fand rixdollars.

Sir John Norris had again failed to the Baltic

with a itrong fquadron, to give weight to the king's
mediation. When he arrived at Copenhagen he

wrote a letter to prince Dolgorouki, the czar's am-
baffador at the court of Denmark, fignifying, that

he and the king's envoy at Stockholm were veiled

with full pov/ers to a6l jointly or feparately in qua-

lity of plenipotentiaries, in order to effcdi a peace
betv/een Sweden and Mufcovy, in the way of me-
diation. The prince anfv/ered, that the czar had

nothing more at heart than peace and tranquility ;

and, in cafe his Britannic majefty had any propofals
-^

to make to that prince, he hoped the admiral

would excufe him from receiving them, as they

might be delivered in a much more compendious

way. The Engiifh fleet immediately joined that

of Sweden as auxiliaries
-,
but they had no oppor-

tunity of a6ling againft the Ruffian fquadron,
which fecured itfcif in Revel. Ulrica queen of

Sweden and fiiler to Charles XII. had married the

prince of HeiTe, and was extremely defirous that

he fhould be joined with her in the adminidTation

of the regal power. She wrote a feparate letter to
p^j^^^ ^^

each of the four ftates, defiring they would confer HeiTeekafd

upon him the fovereignty ; and, after Ibme oppo- '^^IH^^^

fition from the nobles, he was actually elc61:ed iving

of Sv/eden. He fent one of his general officers

to notify his elevation to the czar, who congratu-
lated him upon his acceffion to the throne

-,
and

this was the beginning of a negotiation which end-

ed in peace, and eitabiifned the tranquillity of the

North. In the midft of thefe tranfaflions king

George fet out from England for his Hanoverian

S 3 domini-
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Britain he was reconciled to the prince of Wales,

through the endeavours of the duke of Devon-
fliire and Mr. Walpole, who, with the earl Cowper,
lord Townfhend, Mr. Methuen, and Mr. Pultcney,
was received into favour, and reunited with the

miniftry. The earls of Dorfet and Bridgewater
were promoted to the title of dukes j the lord ,vif-

count Caftleton was made an earl ; Hugh Bofcawen
was created a baron, and vifcount Falmouth

•,
and

John Wallop baron and vifcopnt of Lyming-
ton.

the'^snnV While the king was involved at Hanover in a

fe^fcherre, labyrinth of negotiations, the South-fea fchemc

produced a kind of national delirium in his EngUfh
dominions. Blunt the projfdor had taken the

hint of his plan from the famous MifTifTippi fcheme
formed by L aw, which in the preceding year had
raifed fuch a ferment in France, and intailed ruin

upon many thoufand families of that kingdom. In

the fcheme of Law there was fomething fubftan-

tial. An exclufive trade to Louifiana promifed
feme advantage ; though the defign was defeated

by the frantic eagernel's of the people. Law him-
felf became the dupe of the regent, v;ho transfer-

red the burden of fifteen hundred millions of the

king's debts to the iliouldcrs of the fubjects ; while

the projedlor was facriBced as the fcape-goat of

political iniquity. 1 he South-fea fcheme promifed
no commercial advantage of any confequence. It

w^as buoyed up by nothing but the folly and rapa-
* cioufnefs of individuals, which became fo blind

snd extravagant, that Blunt, with moderate talents,

was able to imDofe upon the whole nation, and
make tools of the other directors, to ferve his own

purpofes, and thcfe of a few ailociates. When
this projecftor found, that the South Tea ftock did

pot life according to his expectation, upon the hill's

being
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being palTed, he circulated a report, ihat Gibraltar a. c. 1720.

and Portrnahon would be exchanged for fome

places in Peru ; by which means the Erglifh trade

to the South- fea would be proteded and enlarged.
This rumour, diffufed by his emilTarics, aded like

a contagion. In five days the diredors opened
their books for a fubfcription of one million, at

the rate of three hundred pounds for every hun-

dred pounds capital. Perfons of all ranks crowd-

ed to the houfe in fuch a manner, that the firfi:

fubfcription exceeded two millions of original

flock. In a few days this Rock advanced to three

hundred and forty pounds ; and the fubfcriptions
were fold for double the price of the firft payment.
Without entering into a detail of the proceedings,
or explaining the fcandalous arts that were pradifed
to inhance the value of the iiock, and decoy the

unwary, we Ihall only obferve, that by the pro-
mife of prodigious dividends, and other infamous

arts, the flock was raifed to one thoufand
•,
and the

whole nation infeded with the fpirit of flock-job-

bing to an aftonifhing degree. All diftindions of

party, religion, fex, chara6ter, and circumilance,

were fv^'allowed up in this univerfal concern, or in

fome fuch pecuniary projed. Exchange-alley was

filled v/ith a flrange concourfe of flatefmen and

clergymen, churchmen and diiTenters, Whigs and

Tories, phyficians, lav/yers, tradefmen, and even

multitudes of females. All other profefTions and

employments were utterly negleded , and the peo-

ple's attention wholly engroifed by this and other

chim.erical fchemes, which were known by the de-

nomination of Bubbles. New companies ftarted

vip every day, under the countenance ct the prime

nobility. The prince of Wales was conftituted

governor of the Welch copper company : the duke
of Chandois appeared at the head of the York-

building company: the duke of Bridgewater
S

j.
formed
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A.c. J720. formed a third, for building houfes in London and
Weftminfler. About an hundred fuch fchemes

were projeded and put in execution, to the ruin

of many thoufands. The fums propofed to be

raifed by thefe expedients amounted to three hun-

dred millions fterling, Vv'hich exceeded the value of

all the lands in England. The nation was fo in-

toxicated with the fpirit of adventure, that people
became a prey to the groiTeft delufion. An ob-

icure 'projedor pretending to have formed a very

advantageous fcheme, which, however, he did not

explain, publillied propofals for a fubfcription, in

which he promifed, that in one month the particu-
lars of his projecl Ihould be difclofed. In the

mean time he declared, that every perfon paying
two guineas, iliould be intitled to a fubfcription for

one hundred pounds, which would produce that

fum yearly. In one forenoon this adventurer re-

ceived a thoufand of thefe fubfcriptions ; and in

the evening (qz out for another kingdom. The

king, before his departure, had iifued a proclama-
tion againfl thefe unlawful projects ; the lords-ju-
ftices afterwards difmiifed all the petitions that

had been prefented for charters and patents , and

the prince of Wales renounced the company of

which he had .been ele6led governor. The South-

fea fcheme raifed fuch a flood of eager avidity and

extravagant hope, that the majority of the direc-

tors were fwept along with it, even contrary to their

own fenie and inclination •,
but Blunt and his ac-

complices ftiil direded the ftream.

The bubble ^'^^^ infatuation prevailed till the eighth day of
ke4i«. September, v^hen the flock began to fall. Then

did feme of the adventurers awake from their de-

lirium. The number of the fellers daily increafed.

On the twenty-ninth day of the month', the ftock

had funk to one hundred and fifty : feveral eminent

goldlmiths and bankers, who had lent gteat fums

ypon
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upon it, were obliged to flop payment and abfcond. *^-
"^.*

'

'Tht ebb of this portentous tide was fo violent,

that it bare down every thing in its way ; and an

infinite number of families was overwhelmed with

ruin. Public credit iuftained a terrible ihock : the

nation was thrown into a dangerous ferment ; and

nothing v/as heard but the ravings of grief, difap-

pointment, and defpair. Some principal members of

the miniftry were deeply concerned in thefe fraudu -

lent tranfadions : when they faw the price of flock

fmking daily, they employed all their influence with

the bank to fupport the credit of the South-fea

company. That corporation agreed, though with

reludance, to fubfcribe into the flock of the South-

fea company, valued at four hundred per cent,

three millions five hundred thoufand pounds, which

the company was to repay to the bank on J.ady-

day and Michaelmas of the enfuing year. Books

were opened at the bank to take in a fubfcription

for the fupport of public credit ; and confiderable

fums of money were brought in. By this expe-

dient the flock was raifed at firil, and thofe who
contrived it feized the opportunity to realize. But

the bankruptcy of goldfmiths and the fword- blade

company, from the fall of South-fea flock, occa-

fioned fuch a run upon the bank, that the money
was payed away fafler than it could be received

from the fubfcription. Then the South-fea ilock

funk again ; and the diredors of the bank unding
themfeves in danger of being involved in that com-

pany's ruin, renounced the agreement, which

they were under no obligation to perform. All

expedients having failed, and the clamours of the

people daily increafing, exprefies were difpatched

to Hanover, repreicntmg the Rate of the nation,

and prefTmg the king to return. He accordingly

fliortened his intended flay in Germany, and ar-

i>
rived
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ber.

The parliament being afTembled on the eighth

day of December, his majefty expreffed his con-

cern for the unhappy turn of affairs, which had fo

deeply affected the public credit at home ; and
he earneftly defired the commons to confider of

the moil effeflual and fpeedy methods to reftore

the national credit, and fix it upon a lafting efta-

blifhnient. The lower houfe was too much in-

terefled in the calamity to poflpone the confidera-

tion of that fubject. The members feemed to lay
afide all party diftindlions, and vie with each other

in promoting an inquiry, by which juflice might
be done to the injured nation. They ordered the

diredlors to produce an account of all their pro-
-

ceedings. Sir Jofeph Jekyll moved, that a felc6l

committee might be appointed to examine the par-
ticulars of this tranfadion. Mr. Walpole, now

paymafter of the forces, obferved, that fuch a me-
thod would protraft the inquiry, while the public
credit lay in a bleeding condition. He told the

houfe he had formed a fcheme for reftoring public
credit; but, before he would communicate this

plan, defired to know whether the fdbfcriptions of

public debts and incumbrances, money-fubfcrip-
tions, and ether contracts m.ade with the South-fea

company, fhould remain in the prefent ftate. After
a warm debate, the queftion was carried in the

affirmative, with this addition,
" Unlefs altered

*' for the eafe and relief of the proprietors, by a
"

general court of the South fea company, or fet
"

afide in due courfe of law." Next day Walpole
produced his fcheme to ingraft nine millions of
South-fea flock into the bank of England, and the

like fum into the Eaft- India company, on certain

conditions. The houfe voted, that propofals fhould

be
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panies, on this fubjedt •,
and thde being delivered,

the commons refolved, that an ingrofTment of

nine millions of the capital flock of the South-fea

comany, into the capital flock of the bank and
Eafl- India company, as propofed by thefe com-

panies, would contribute very much to the refcor-

ing public credit. A bill upon this refolution v/as

brought in, pafTed through both houfes, and re-

ceived the royal affent. Another bill was ena<5led

into a law, for reflraining the fub-governor, de-

puty-governor, directors, treafurer, under- trea-

furer, cafhier, fecretary, and accountants of the

South-fea company, from quitting the kingdom,
till the end of the next felTion of parliament ; and

for difcovering their eftates and effefls, fo as to

prevent them from being tranfported or alienated, a fecret

A committee of fecrecy was chofen by ballot, to
^pp^'^'j^^^efr

examine all the books, papers, and proceedings,
^^-ehcuf^ of

relating to the execution of the South-fea a6l.
^^"^ojis.

The lords were not lefs eager than the commons, inouiry car-

» to profecute this inquiry •, though divers members "«^ «" ^y

in both houfes were deeply involved in the guilt and

infamy of the tranfadlion. Earl Stanhope faid the

eflates of the criminals, v/hether directors or not

diredlors, ought to be confifcated to repair the pub-
lic lofTes. He was feconded by lord Carteret,

and even by the earl of Sunderland. The duke of

Wharton declared he would give up the befl friend

he had, fnould he be found guilty. He obferved,
that the nation had been plundered in a mofl; fla-

grant and notorious manner ; therefore they ought
to find out and puniTk the offenders feverely, with-

out refpedl of pcrfons. The fub and depvity go-
vernors, the diredors and officers of the South-fea

company, were examined at the bar of the hcufe.

Then a bill was brought in, difabling them to en-

joy any oiBce in that company) or in the Eaf^:- India

com-
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brokers were iikewiie examined, and made great
difcoveries. Knight, the treafurer of the South-

company, who had been intrufted with the fecrets

of the whole affair, thought proper to v/ithdraw

himfeif from the kingdom. A proclamation was

iffued to apprehend him ; and another for prevent-

ing any of the diredors from efcaping out of the

kingdom. At this period, the fecret committee

informed the houfe of commons, that they had al-

ready difcovered a train of the deepeft viilany and
fraud that hell ever contrived to ruin a nation,

v/hich in due time they would hy before the houfe ;

in the mean while, they thought it highly necelTary*
to fecure the perfons of fome of the diredlors and

principal officers of the South-fea company, as well

as to feize their papers. An order was made to

fecure the books and papers of Knight, Surman,
and Turner. The perfons of Sir George Cafwel,
Sir John Blunt, Sir John Lambert, Sir John Fel-

lows, and Mr. Griglby, were taken into cuftody.
Sir Theodore JanfTen, Mr. Sawbridge, Sir Robert

Chaplain, and Mr. Eyles, were expelled the houfe

and apprehended. Mr. Aiflabie refigned his em-

ployments of chancellor of the exchequer and lord

^
of the treafury -,

and orders v/ere given to remove
all diredors of the South-fea company from the

places they pofiefTed under the government.
The lords, in the courfe of their examination,

'difcovered that large portions of South-fea flock

had been given to feveral perfons in the adminif-

tration and houfe of commons, for promoting the

pafTage of the South-fea acl. The houfe imme-

diately refolded, that this practice was a notorious

and moft. dangerous fpecies of corruption : that the

directors of the South-fea company having ordered

great quantities of their flock to be bought for the

i'eryice of the company, when it was at a very high
.

^

price.
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price,

and on pretence of keeping up the price of a.c. i?**.

Itock ; and at the fame time feveral of the dire6lors,

and other officers belonging to the company, hav-

ing, in a clandeftinc manner, fold their own flock

to the company, fiich diredors and officers were

guilty of a notorious fraud and breach of trufl ; and

their fo doing was one great caufe of the unhappy
turn of affairs, that had fo much affedled pub-
lic credit. . Many other refolutions were taken

againft that infamous confederacy, in which, how-

ever, the innocent were confounded with the

guilty. Sir John Blunt refufing to anfwer certain

interrogations, a violent debate arofe about the

manner in which he fhould be treated. The duke
of Wharton obferved, that the government of the

befl princes was fometimes rendered intolerable to

their fubjedts by bad miniflers : he mentioned the

example of Sejanus, who had made a divifion in

the Imperial family, and rendered the reign of

Claudius hateful to the Romans. Earl Stanhope

conceiving this refledlion was aimed at him, was

feized with a tranfport of anger. He undertook

to vindicate the miniflry ; and fpoke with fuch ve-

hemence as produced a violent head-ach, which

obliged him to retire. He underwent proper eva-

cuations, and feemed to recover; but next day, in
Q^^.y^^f-

the evening, became lethargic, and being feized e^i stan-,

with a fuffocation, inflantly expired. The king
^°''^»

deeply regretted the death of this favourite mini-

fter, which was the more unfortunate as it hap-

pened at fuch a critical conjuncture ; and he ap-

pointed the lord Townfliend to fill his place of fe-

cretary. Earl Stanhope was furvived but a few

days by the other fecretary Mr. Craggs, who died

of the fmall-pox on the fixteenth day of February, ^nj ivfr.

Knight, the calhier of the South fea company, be- craggs.

Ing feized at Tirlenjont, by the vigilance of Mr.

Gandot, fecretary to Mr. Leathes, the Britifh re-

dden t
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A.C, T7ao.n(^ent at BrufTcls, was confined in the citadel o^

Antwerp. Application was made to the court of

Vienna, that he jfhould be delivered up to fuch

perfons as might be appointed to receive him : but

he had found means to intereft the ftates of Bra-

bant in his behalf. They infifted upon their pri-

vilege granted by charter, that no pedbn appre-
hended for any crime in Brabant, Ihould be tried

in any other country. The houfe of commons

expreffed their indignation at this frivolous pre-
tence : inftances were renewed to tfie emperor ;

and in the mean time Knight efcaped from the

citadel of Antwerp.
The committee of fecrecy found, that before

any fubfcription could be made, a fictitious (lock

of five hundred and feventy-four thoufand pounds
had been difpofed of by the diredlors, to facilitate

the palTmg the bill. Great part of this was diftri-

buted among the earl of Sunderland, Mr. Craggs
fenior, the dutchefs of Kendal, the countefs of Pla-

ten and her tv/o nieces, Mr. fecretary Craggs, and

Mr. Aifiabie chancellor of the exchequer. In con-

fequence of the committee's report, the houfe

came to feveral fevere though jull refolutions,

againfl the directors and of^cers of the South-fea

company •,
and a bill was prepared for the relief

of the unhappy fufferers. Mr. Stanhope, one of

the fecretaries of the treafury, charged, in the re-

port, with having large quantities of flock and

fubfcriptions, defired that he might haye an op-

portunity to clear himfeif. His requefl was grant-
ed

•,
and the affair being difcufied, he was cleared

by a majority of three voices. Fifty thoufand

pounds in flock had been taken by Knight for the

ufe of the earl of Sunderland. Great part of the

houfe entered eagerly into this inquiry-, and a vio-

lent difpute enlucd. The whole ftrength of the mi-

niilry was mull red in his defence. The majority
 de.
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declared him innocent : the nation in general was ^- c. »7io*

of another opinion. He refigried his place of firft

CommifTioner in the treafury, which was beftowed

upon Mr. Robert Walpole -,
but he fiill retained

the confidence of his mafter. With refped: to Mr.

Aiflabie, the evidence appeared fo ftrong againft

him, that the commons refolved, he had promoted
the de(lru6live execution of the South fea fcheme,
with a view to his own exorbitant profit, and com-
bined with the dire(5lors in their pernicious prac-

tices, to the ruin of public credit. He was ex-

pelled the houfe, and committed to the Tower.
Mr. Craggs fenior died of the lethargy before he

underwent the cenfure of the houfe. Neverthelefs,

they refolved, that he was a notorious accomplice
with Robert Knight, and fome of the diredlors, in

carrying on their fcandalous pradices ; and there-

fore, that all the eilate of v/hich he was pofTeffed,

from the firft day of December, in the preceding

year, fhould be applied towards the rehef of the

unhappy fufferers in the South fea company. TheTjieefiat»

diredors, in obedience to the order of the houfe to/s of the*^'

delivered inventories of their eftates, which were scuthfea

confifcated by ad of parliament, towards making cScaS?
good the damages fuflained by the company, after

o^o-nj^on.

a certain allowance was deduced for each, accord- nf^.^Reg.

ino; to his condud and circumftances. S'^i^V ^}^^^^'

The delinquents being thus punilhed by the for- Tindai,

feiture of their fortunes, the houfe converted their ^ ^
attention to means for repairing the mifchiefs which

the fcheme had produced. This was a very diffi- of°hecom.

cult tafk, on account of the contending intereils of "^o"^^^'^''

thofe engaged^ in the South-fea company, which [he^ock of

rendered it impofTible to relieve fome but at the
^^^

^°"^^-

expence of others. Several v/holefome refolutionSp.ny.

were taken, and prefented with an addrefs to the

king, explaining the motives of their proceedings.
On the twenty- ninth day of July, the parliament

8 was



272 HISTORY OF ENGL and;
a:c, J721. ^as prorogued for two days only. Then his ma*

iefty going to the houfe of peers, declared, that

he had called them together again fo fuddenly, that

they might refume the confideration of the itate of

public credit, The commons immediately prepar-

ed a bill upon the refolutions they had taken. The
whole capital flock, at the end of the year one

thoufand feven hundred and twenty, amounted to

about thirty-feven millions eight hundred thoufand

pounds. The {lock allotted to all the proprietors

did not exceed twenty-four millions five hundred

thoufand pounds j the remaining capital flock be-

longed to the company in their corporate capacity.

It was the profit arifmg from the execution of the

South-fea fcheme ; and out of this the bill ena<5l-

ed, that feven millions fhould be payed to the pub-
lic. The prefent ad likewife diredbed feveral ad-

ditions to be made to the flock of the proprietors,

out of that pofTefTed by the company in their own

right : it miade a particular diftribution of flock,

amounting to two millions two hundred thoufand

pounds •, and, upon remitting five millions of the

feven to be payed to the public, annihilated two

millions of their capital. It was enadled, that

after thefe diftributions, the remaining capital flock

fhould be divided among all the proprietors. This-

dividend amounted to thirty- three pounds fix fhil-

lings and eight-pence per cent, and deprived the,

company of eight millions nine hundred thoufand.

pounds. They had lent above eleven millions on

. ilock unredeemed. Of which the parliament dif-

charged all the debtors upon their paying ten per
cent. Upon this article the company's lofs exceed-

ed fix millions nine hundred thoufand pounds ; for

many, debtors refufed to make any payment. The

proprietors of the ftock loudly complained of their

being deprived of two millions; and the parliament,,

in the iequel, revived that fum which had, been

annihilated.
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annihilated. While this alTair was in agitation,
a. 0.1721-

petitions from counties, cities, and boroughs, in

all parts of the kingdom, were prefented to the

houfe, crying for juilice againft the villainy of the

dire(5i:ors. Pamphlets and papers were daily pub-
lillied on the fame fubiedl ; fo that the whole na-
tion v/as exafperatfd to the higheft pirch of refent-

ment. By the wife and vigorous rdolutions of the

parliament, the South-fea company was foon in a

condition to fulfil their eng.-^gements with the pub-
lic

; the ferment of the people fubfided, and the

credit of the nation was refiored.

During the infatuation produced by this infa-

mous fcheme, luxury, vice, and profligacy, in-

creafed to a fnockin^ degree of cxtrava2;ance. The
adventurers, intoxicated by their imaginary v/ealth,

pampered thtmfelves with the rar^fl dainties, and
the m.oil expenfive v/ines that could be imported :

they purchaled the modz fumpruous furniture, equi-

page, and apparel, though widiout tafte or difcern-

ment : they indulged their crim.inal pafTions to the

mod fcandalous excefs : their difcourfe was the lan-

guage of pride, infoltnce, and the moft ridiculous

oitentation : they affc6led to feoff at religion and

morality -,
and even to fet heaven at defiance The Biiiagamft

earl of Nottingham complained, in the houfe of
"^'^^l^^^l^^

lords, of the growth of atheifm, profanenefs, and poftponcd.

'

immorality •,
and a bill was brought in for fuppref-

fmg blafphemy and profanenefs. it containe,d fe-
^

veral articles feemiingly calculated to refcrain the

liberty granted to nonconformiits, by the laws of

the laft feffion : for that reafon it met with violent

oppofition. It was fupported by the archbifhop of

Canterbury, the earl of Nottingham, the Iprds

Bathurft and Trevor, the billiops of London, Win-

chefler, Litchfield and Coventry. One of thefe

faid, he verily believed the prclent calamity, oc-

cafioned by the South-fea projed, wa; a judgment
N^. 96.' T of
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A. c. 1721. of Qod on the blafphemy and profanenefs of the

nation. Lord Onflov/ replied,
'' That noble peer

" mnft then be a great finner, for he has loft con-
''

fiderably by the South-fea fcheme." The duke
of Wharton, who had rendered him felf famous by
his wit and profligacy, faid he was not infenfible of

the common opinion of the town concerning him-

felf; and gladly feized this opportunity of vindi-

^ eating his character, by declaring he was far from

being a patron of blafphemy, or an enemy to reli-

gion. On the other hand, he could not but op-

pofe the bill, becaufe he conceived it to be repug-
nant to the holy fcriptures. Then pulling an old ,

family bible from his pocket, he quoted feveral

paffi^ges from the epiftles of St. Peter and St. Paul j

concluding that the bill might be thrown out.

The earl of Peterborough declared, that though he

was for a parliamentary king, yet he did not defire

to have a parliamentary God, or a parhamentary

religion -, and, lliould the houfe declare for one of

this kind, he would go to Rom.e and endeavour to

be chofen a cardinal j
for he had rather fit in the

conclave than with their iordlhips upon thofe

terms. After a vehement debate, the bill was poil-

poned to a long day, by a confiderable majority.
The feafon was far advanced before the fupplies

v/ere granted ; and at length they were not voted

v/iih that chearfulnefs and good humour which
the majority had hitherto manifefted on fuch occa-

fions. On the fixteenth day of June, the king
fent a mcilage to the houfe of commons, importing,
that he had agreed to pay a fubfidy to the crov/n of

Sweden, and he hoped they would enable him to

make good his engagements. The leaders of the

oppofition took fire at this intimation. They de-

fired to know whether this fubfidy, amounting to

feventy-two thouiand pounds, was to be payed to

Sweden over and above the expence of maintaining
a



G E O R G E I. 275
Ji ilrong fquadron in the Baltic ? Lord Molefworth ^-^^ ^i-^-

obferved, that, by our late condu6l, we were be-

come the allies of the whole world, and the bubbks
of all our allies

-,
for we were obliged to pay them

well for their afliftance. He affirmed, that the

treaties which had been made with Sweden, at dif-

ferent times, were inconfiilent and contradictory :

that our late engagements with that crown were

contrary to the treaties fubUfting with Denmarlc,
and diredly oppofite to the meafures formerly con-

certed v/ith the czar of Mufcovy. He faid, that in

ci'der to engage the czar to yield wliat he had

gained in the courfe of the war, the king of Prufna

ought to give up Stetin, and the eledor of Hano-

ver reftore Bremen and Yerden : that, after all,

England had no bufmefs to intermeddle with the

affairs of the empire : that we reaped little or no

advantage by our trade to the Baltic, but that of

procuring naval (lores : he Ovvned that hemp was

a very neceiTary commodity, particularly at this

jundure; but he infilled, that if due encourage-
ment were given to fome of our plantations in

America, we might be fupplied from thence at a

much cheaper rate than from Sweden and Norv/ay.

Notwithflanding thefe argum.ents, the Swediih

fupply was granted •, and, in about three weeks^

their complaifance was put to another proof. They
were given to underfland, by a fecond melTage, that ;

the debts of the civil lift amounted to five hun-

dred and fifty thoufand pounds -,
and his majefty

hoped they would impower him to raife that funi

upon the revenue, as he propofed it fhould be re-

placed to the
(^ivil lift, and reimburfed by a deduc-

tion from the falaries and wages of all officers, and

the penfions and other payments from the crown.

A bill was prepared for this purpoie, though not

without warm oppofition : and, at the fame time,

an acl pafled for a general pardon. On the tenth

T 2 day
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lyzi.day of Augufl, the king clofed the feffjon with a

Srffion ipeech, in which he expreifed his concern for the

i'ufferings of tiie innocent, and a
j'jfl indignation

againfc the guilty, with refped to the South-fea

fcheme. Thefe profeiTions were judged neceiTary
to clear his own charader, which had incurred the

fufpicion of fome people, who whifpcred that he
was not altogether free from connexions with the

projeclors of that defign , that the emperor had, at

his denre, refufed to deliver up Knight; and
that he favoured the diredlors and their accom-

plices.

The lords Tcv/nfhend and Carteret were now

appointed fecretaries of ftate
-,
and the earl of Hay

was A'-efted v/irh the cflice of lord privy- leal of Scot-

land. In' June the treaty of peace between Great-

Brirain and Spain was fignedat Madrid. The con-

tracting parties engaged to reftore mutually ail the

effedis feized and confifcated on both fides. In

particular, the king of England promifed to re-

ilore all the fhios of the Spaniih fleet which had
betrn taken in the Mediterranean, or the value of

them, if they were fold. He iikewiie promifed, in

a fccret article, that he would no lon.f^er interfere in

the attairs of Italy ; and the kinc; of Soain made an
Alliance be- i /- i rr- "r /-^'y ^ ? -- ^

i *

tween aoioiute celTion oi Gibraltar and i^ortmahon. At
Great- Rn- ^Ug \zmt time, a cefcnfive alliance was concluded

and'sp'ain.'
betwceo Great-Britain, France, and Spain. Ail

remaining dilFiCuhies were referred to acongrefs at

Cambray, where they hoped to ccnfolidate a gene-
ral peace by determining all difFerenccs between
the emperor and his catholic m.aiefty. In the mean
time, t\\t pov/ers of Great Britain, France and

Spain, engaged, by virtue of the preient treaty, to

grant to the duke of Parma a particular protedlion
for the pfefervatic^n of his territories and rights,
and for the fupport of his dignity. It was alio ili-

pulated, that the fcatcs general Ihouid be invited
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to accede to this alliance. The congrefs at Cam- ^'^- '7^^*

bray was opened -,
but the demands on both fides

were ib high, that it proved ineiTeflual. In the

mean time, the peace between Ruilia and Sweden
was concluded, on condition that the czar fhould

retain Livonia, Ingria, Eflonia, part of Careiia,

and of the territory of Wyburg, l^iga, Revel, and

Narva, in confideration of his reftoring part of Fin-

land, and paying tv^o millions of rixdollars to the

king of Sweden. The perfonal animofity fublifl-

ing between king George and the czar feemed to

increafe. Baftagif, the RuiTian refident at Lon-

don, having prefented a memorial that contained

fome unguarded exprefiions, v/as ordered to quit
the kingdom in a fortnight. The czar publifhed a

declaration at Peterfburg, complaining of this out-

rage, which, he faid, ought naturally to have en-

gaged him to ule reprifals ; but, as he perceived it

was done without any regard to the concerns of

England, and only in favour of the Hanoverian in-

tereil, he was unwilling that the Englifh nation

ihould fuffer for a piece of injuftice in which they
had no fhare. He therefore granted to them all

manner of fecurity, and free liberty to trade in all

his dominions. To finifh this flrange tiffue of ne-

gotiations, king George concluded a treaty with

the Moors of Africa, againft which die Spaniards

loudly exclaimed.

Jn the courfe of this year pope Clement XI.

died ; and the princefs of Wales was delivered of

a prince, baptized by the name of William-Auguf-
tus, now duke of Cumberland. A dreadful plague at

plague raging at Marfcilles, a proclamation was m^''^^^^^"-

publifhed, forbidding any perfon to come into

England, from any part of France betw(5en the

bay of Bifcay and Dunkirk, without certificates of

health. Other precautions were taken to guard

againft contagion. An ad of parliament had palled
T j

in .
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A.c. 1721. ;ri the preceding feflicn for the prevention of

infedion, by building peil-houfes, to which all in-

fected perfons, and all perfons of an infe^fled fami-

ly, lliould be conveyed •, and, by drawing tren-

ches and lines round any city, town, or place in-

feded. The king, in his fpeech at opening the
feffion of parliament, on the nineteenth day of

Oclcber, intimated the pacification of the North,
by the conclufion of the treaty between Mufcovy
and Sweden. He defired the houfe of commons
to confider of means for raifing the duties upon the

imported commodities ufed in the manufadures of
the kingdom. He obferved, that the nation might
be fupplied v^^ith naval ftores from our own colo-
nies in North America ; and that their being em-
ployed in this ufeful and advantageous branch of
commerce would divert them from fetting up ma-
nufadures which diredly interfered with thofe of
Great Britain. He expreiled a defire that, with

refped to the fupplies, his people might reap fome
immediate benefit from the prefent circumftances
of affairs abroad ; and he earneiliy recomimended
to their confideration, means for preventing the

plague, particularly by providing againft the prac-
tice of fmuo-alins:.

Debate? In Onc of the firit objeds that attraded the atten-

iordl'abluf
^'^^^ ^^

(^:^ "PP<^^ houfe, was Law the famous pro-
Mr. Law jcdor. The refentment of the people on account

]cLT'
^^ his

MifTifTippi fcheme, had obliged him to leave

France.^
He retired to Italy; was faid to have

vifited the pretender at Rome, froiri whence he re-

paired to Hanover
-,
and returned to England from

the Baltic, in the fleet commanded by Sir John
NcrrJs. The king favoured him with a private
audience : he kept open houfe, and was vifited by
great numbers of perfons of the firit quality. Earl

Coningffcy reprefented, in the houfe of lords, that
he could not but entertain fome jealoufy of a per-

3 fon
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fon who had done lb much mifchief in a neiojh- a,c. 172..

bouring kingdom ; who being immenfely rich,

might do a great deal more hurt here, by tampering.
with thofe who were grown defperate, in confc-

quence of being involved in the calamity occafion-

ed by the fatal imitation of his pernicious projeds. ,

He obfcrved, that this perfon was the more dan-

gerous, as he had renounced his natural afledlion

to his country, his allegiance to his lawful fove-

reign, and his religion, by turning Roman catho-

lic Lord Carteret replied, that Mr. Law had,

many years ago, the misfortune to kill a gentleman
in a duel J but that having at lafl received the be-

nefit of the king's clemency, and the appeal lodged

by the relations of the deCeafed being taken off,

he was come over to plead his majefty's pardon.
He faid there was no law to keep any Englifliman
out of his country -, and, as Mr. Law was a fub-

je61: of Great-Britain, it was not even in the king's

pov/er to hinder him from coming over. After

fome difpute, the fubjedl was dropped, and this

great projeclor pleaded his pardon at the king's

bench, according to the ufual form.

The miniilry had by this time fecured fuch a ma-

jority in both houfes, as enabled them to carry any

point v/ithout the leaft difficulty. Some chiefs of

the oppofition they had brought over to their mea-

fures, and among the reft lord Harcourt, who was

created a vifcount, and gratified
with a penfion of

four thoufand pounds. Neverthelefs, they could

not ihut the mouths of the minority, who dill pre-
ferved the privilege of complaining. Great debates,

v/ere occafioned by the navy- debt, which was in-

creafed to one million fevcn hundred thoufand

pounds. Some members in both houfes affirm.ed,

that fuch extraordinary expence could not be for

the immediate fervice of Great-Britain ; but, in all

T 4 pro-
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probability,
for the prelervation of foreign acquifi-

tions. The miniilers anfwered, that near two-

thirds of the navy- debts were contradted in the late

reign : and the parliament acquiei'ced in this de-

claration : though, in reality, the navy- debt had

been unneceffarily increafed by keeping Teamen in

pay during the v^^inter, and fending fleets to the

Mediterranean and Baltic, in order to fupport the

interefts of Germany. The duke of Wharton

orfome"
^

moved, that the treaty v/ith Spain might be layed
lords touch- before the houfe. The earl of Sunderland faid it

ITkh Sp»in. contained a fecret article, which the king of Spain
dcftred might not be miade public, until after the

treaty of Cambray fhouid be difcufTed. The quef-
tion was put, and the duke's motion rejected. The
earl of Strafford aiTerted, that as the war with

Spain had been undertaken without neceffity or

juft provocation, fo the peace was concluded

without any benefit or advantage : that, contrary
to the law of nations, the Spanifh fleet had been

attacked without any declaration of war ; even

while a Britifh minifter and a fecretary of fiate were

treating amicably at Madrid : that the war was
neither juil nor politic, fince it interrupted one of

the moil valuable branches of the Englidi com-

merce, at a time when the nation groaned under
the prefTure of heavy debts, incurred by the former

long expenfive war. He therefore moved for an

addrefs to his majefty, defiring, that the inftruc-

tions given to Sir George Byng, now lord Torring-
ton, fnould be layed btfore the houfe. This mo-

. tion being likewife, upon the queilion, rejeded, a

protefl was entered. They voted an addrefs, how-

ever, to know in what manner the king had dif-

pofed of the fhips taken from the Spaniards, Dif-

putes arofe alfo from the bill to prevent infeclion.

Jlarl Cowper reprefented, that the removal of per-
fons
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fons to a Lazaret, or peft-houfe, by order of the ^.c. 1721.

government, and the drav/ing lines and trenches

round places infeded, were powers unknown to

the Britilh conftitution, inconfiftent with the lenity

of a -free governinent; fuch as could never be

wifely or ulefully put in praftice \ the more odious

becaufe copied from the arbitrary government of

France
-,

and impracticable, except by military

com.pulfion. Thei'e obnoxious clauies were accord-

ingly repealed, though not without great oppofi-
tion. Indeed nothing can be more abfurd than a

conftitution that will not admit of jufl and necef-

fary laws and regulations to prevent the dire con-

lequences of the worfl of all calamities. Suchre-

ftridions, infread of favouring the lenity of a free

government, would be the moil cruel impofuion
that could be laved on a free peopJe, as it would
a6l in diametrical oppofition to the great principle
of fociety, which is the prefervation of the indivi-

dual. .

The quakers having prefented a petition to the
Petkioi^of

houfe of commons, praying that a bill might be
^^^^^ ""*

brought in for omiitting in their folernn alBrma-

tion, the words,
" In the preience of Almighty

" God." The houfe complied v/ith their re-

queft ; but the bill gave rife to a v/arm debate

among the peers. Lr. Atterbury, bifhop of Ro-

chefter, faid he did not know v/hy fuch a diftin-

guifhing mark of indulgence Hiould be allowed to

a fet of people who were hardly chriftians. He
was fupported by the archbifhop of York, the earl

of Strafford, and the lord North and Grey. A-

petltion was prefented againfl the bill by the Lon-
don clergy, who expreiTed a ferious concern left

the minds of good men fliculd be grieved and

wounded, and the enemies of Chriftianity triumph,
when they fhould fee fuch condefcenfion made by a

chriilian legiflature, to a fet of men who renounce

the
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A.;c. 172.J. |.},g divine inftitutions of Chrill: ; particularly that

by which the faithful are initiated into his religi-

on, and denominated chriftians. The petition,

though prefented by the archbilliop of York, was
branded by the miniftry as a feditious libel, and

rejected by the majority. Then, upon a motion

by the earl of Sunderland, the houfe refolved, that

fuch lords as might enter proteflations with rea-

fons, fliould do it before two o'clock on the next

fitting day, and fign them before the houfe rifes.

njepariia- The fupplics being granted, and the bufmefs of

7^wed.

' '

t^e felTion difpatched, as the court was pleafed to
Anna]?.

di6late, on the feventh day of March the parlia-

D^bJnpl'ri. ment was prorogued. In a few days it was difTolv-
Poi.tic.

ed, and another convoked by proclamation. In

Tindai. the election of members for the new parliament,
the miniftry exerted itfelf with fuch fuccefs, as re-

turned a great majority in the houfe of commons,
extremicly well adapted for all the purpofes of an
adminiilration +.

A.C.1722. In the beginning of May, the king is faid to

Rumcursof have received of the duke of Orleans, full and cer-
acon piracy,

^^j^ information of a frefh confpiracy formed

againfl his perfon and government. A camp was

immediately formed in Hyde-park. All mihtary
officers were ordered to repair to their refpecfbive
commands. Lieutenant-general Maccartney was

difpatched to Ireland, to bring over fome troops
from that kingdom. Some fuipedled pcrfons were

f The earl of Sunderland died in forr.e time greatly impaired. He was

Aoril, after having incurred a grea^ interred in W^eitminft~r- abbey, witk

load of popular odium, from his fup- fuch profufion of funeral pomp, as

pofed connexions with the directors of evinced the pride and oftentation, much
the S uth Tea company. Ke was a more than the taHe and concern of

miRi<Ter of abilities, but viclcnit, im- thofe who d'refled his obfequles. He

petu-^u-f, ai*d head-ftrong. His death wasfuceeededasmafi^erof'the ordnance>

was fcon followed by that of his fa- and colcnfl of the firft ret:iment of

ther.- in- law the great duke of Mailbo- foot-g'iards, by the earl of Cadogan,

ffHigh, whofe faculties had bceii for

appre-
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apprehended in Scotland: the flates of Holland a. c. 1712.

were defired to have their auxiliary or guaranty

troops in readinefs to be embarked ; and colonel

Churchill v/as fent to the court of France with a

private commilTion. The apprehenficn raifed by
this fuppofed plot, affected the public credit.

South-fea ilock began to fall; and crouds of peo-

ple called in their money from the bank. The
lord Townfhend wrote a letter to the mayor of

London, by the king's comm.and, fignifying his

majelty's having received unqueftionable advices,

that ieveral of his fubjedls had entered into a wicked

ccnfpiracy, in concert with traitors abroad, for

raifuig a rebellion in favour of apopifh pretender;
but that he was firmly affured the authors of it

neither v/ere nor would be fupported by any foreign

power. This letter was immediately anfwered by
'

an affedlionate addrefs from the court ofaldermen ;

and the example of London was followed by many
other cities and boroughs. The king had deter-

mined to vifit Hanover, and a6lually fettled a re-:

gency, in which the prince of Wales was not in-

cluded : but now this intended journey v/as laid

afide : the court was removed to Kenfmgton, and
the prince retired to Richmond- The billiop of

.^.j^^^,

Rochefter having been feized, with his papers, ofRochenrr

was examined before a committee of the council, f j^^^T*^"
. r 1

•
1

' ted to the

who committed him to the Tower for high treafon. Tower.

The earl of Orrery, the lord North and Grey,
Mr. Cochran, and Mr. Smith, from Scotland, and
Mr. ChriPcopher Layer, a young gentleman of the

Temple, were confined in the fame place. Mr.

George Kelly, an Irilh clergyman, Mr. Robert
Cotton of Huntington (hi re, Mr. Bingley, Mr.

Fleetwood, Neynoe an Irifn prieil, and feveral

perfons, were taken into cuftody i and Mr. Ship-

pen's houfe was fearched. After billiop Atter-

bury had remained a fortnight in the Tower, Sir

Con-
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A.c. lyaz. Conilantinc Phlpos prefented a petition to the courS

at the Old Bailey, in tlie name of Mrs. Morris,

that prelate's daughter, praying, that, in confide -

ration of the bifhop's ill fbate of heakh, he might
be either brought to a fpeedy tria^, bailed, or dif-

charp^cd : but this was over-ruled. The church-

men through the whole kinedom were filled with

indignation at the confinement of a bifliop, which

they faid was an outrage upon the church of Eng-
land, and the epifcopai order. Far from conceal-

ing their (c^ntiments on this fubjed, the clergy ven-

tured to offer up public prayers for his health, in

almofc all the churches and chapels of London and

Weftminfcer. In the mean time, the king, attend-

ed by the prince of Wales, made a fummer-pro-

grefs through the wefcern counties.

New par-
The new parliament being aflembled on the

iiair.ent. ninth day of Odober, his majefty made them ac-

quainted with the nature of the confpiracy. He
faid the confpirators had, by their emiffaries, made-

the ftrongeft inftances for fuccours from foreign

powers ; bfut were difappointed in their expeda-
tions. Neverthelefs, confiding in their numbers,

theyrefob/ed once more, upon their own flrength,

to attempt the fubverfion of his government. He
faid they had provided conuderable fums of money,

engaged great numbers of officers from abroad,

fecured large quantities of arms and ammunition ;

and, had not the plot been timely difcovered, the

whole nation, and particularly the city of London,
would have been involved in blood and confufion.

He expatiated upon the milanefs and integrity of

his own government ; and inveighed againft the

ingratitude, the implacability, and madnefs of the

dilaffeded ; concluding with an affurance, that he

would fceadily adhere to the conftitution in church

and ftate, and continue to make the laws of the

realm the rule and meaiure of all his adions. Such

ad irelies



G E O R G E I. 285
addreffes were prefented by both houfes as the fears ^* c. 1732,

and attachment of the majority may be fuppofed to

hv^ve dictated on fuch an occafion. A bill was

brought into the houle of lord?, for fufpending the
'

habeas corpus ad: for a whole year : but they were
far from being unanimous in agreeing to fuch an
unufal length of time. Ey this fu pen fion, they,
in elfedl, vefted the minillry with a dictatorial

power over the liberties of the people.
The oppofition in the honfe of commons was fo

violent, that Mr. Robert Walpole found it necei-

iary to alarm their apprehenfions by a dreadful

flory of a dciign to feize the bank and the ex-

chequer, and trim proclaim ihQ pretender on the

Royal Exchange. Their paffions being inflamed

by this ridiculous artiMce, they pafied the bill,

which immediately received the royal aiTent. The
duke of Norfolk being brought from Bath, was
examined before the council, and committed to

the Tower on fufpicion of high-treafon. On the

iixteenth day of November, the king fent to the

houfe of peers the original, and printed copy, of a

declaration figned by the pretender. It was dated OeciaraHca

at Lucca on the twentinh day of September, in the °^^^^ ?»"«-

prefent year, and appeared to be a propofal ad-

drefled to the fubjects of Great-Britain and Ireland,
as vv'ell as to all foreign princes and fcates. In this

paper, the Chevalier de St. George having mention-
ed the late violations of the freedom of elections ;

confpiracies invented to give a colour to new op-
preffions •,

infamous informers ; and the ftate of

profcription, in v^hich he fuppofed every honell

man to be, very gravely propofed, that if king
George would relinquiHi to him the throne of

Great-Britain, he would, in return, beliow upon
him the titl^ of king in his native dominions, and
invite all other Hares to confirm it : he likewife

promifed to leave to king George his fucceflion to

the



286 ' H I STO R Y OF ENG L AND.
A.c»i7aa. the BHtifli dominions fecnre, whenever, in due

courfe,. his natural right (honid take place. The
lords unaniniouHy refolved, that this declaration

was a falfe, infolent, and traitorous libel
-,
and or-

dered it to be burned at the Royal-Exchange. The
commons concuiTcd in thefe refolutions. Both

houfes joined in an addrefs, exprefiing their utmoil

adoniihrnent and indignation at the furprifmg in-

folence of the pretender j and alTuring his majefly,

they were determined to fupport his title to the

crown with their lives and fortunes. The com-

mons prepared a bill for raifmg one hundred thou-

fand pounds upon the real and perfonal efrates of

all papifls, or perfons educated in the popifh re-

ligion, towards defraying the expences occ?.rioned

by the late rebellion and diforders. This bill,

though flrenuouily oppofed by Tome moderate

members, as a fpecies of perfecution, was fcnt up
to the houfe of lords, together with another oblig-

ing all perfons, being papiils, in Scotland, and all ,

peribns in Great- Britain refufing and negleAing to

take the oaths appointed for the fecurity of the

king's perfon and government, to regifter their

names and real eftates. Both thefe bills paiTed

through the upper houfe without amendments,
and received the royal fan dlion.

Mr. Layer being brought to his trial at the

king's bench, on the twenty-hrft day of Novem-
ber, was convidled of having inlifted men for the

pretender's fervice, in order to ilir up a rebellion ;

Report of and received fentence of death. He was reprieved

coLmSc ^^^ fome time, and examined by a committee of

the houfe of commons : but he either could not,

or would not, difcover the particulars of the con-

fpii acy •,
lo that he fuftered death at Tyburn, and

his head was fixed up at Temple-bar. Mr. Pul-

teney, chairman of the committee, reported to

the houfej that," from the examination of Layer and

others.
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others, a defign had been formed by peifons of ^-c. i?*^*

figure and diftin6tion at home, in conjundlion with

traitors abroad, for placing the pretender on th«

throne of thefe realms : that their firft intention

was to procure a body of foreign troops to invade

the kingdom at the time of the late eledions ; but

the confpirators being dilkppointed in this expedla-

tion, refolved to make an attempt at the time that

it was generally believed the king intended to go
to Hanover, by the help of fuch officers and foldiers

as could pafs into England unobferved, from

abroad, under the command of die late duke of

Ormond, who was to have landed in the river with

a great quantity of arms, provided in Spain for

that purpofe ; at which time the Tower was to

have been feized. That this fcheme being alfo de-

feated by the vigilance of the government, they
deferred their enterprize till the breaking up of the

camp -, and, in the mxan time, cm.ployed their

agents to corrupt and feduce the officers and fol-

diers of the army : that it appeared from fevera!

letters and circumftances, that the late duke of

Ormond, the duke of Norfolk, the earl of Orrery,
the lord North and Grey, and the bifnop of Ro-

chefter, were concerned in this, con fpiracy : that

their acfting agents were Chriflopher Layer and

John Plunket, who travelled with him to Rome ;

Dennis Kelly, George Kelly, and Thomas Carte,

nonjuring clergymen •, Neynoe the Irilli prieft, who

by this time was drov/ned in the river Thames, in

attempting to make his efcape from the meffenger's

houfe, Mrs. Spilman, alias Yallop, and John

Sample.
This pretended confpiracy, in all likelihood, ex-

tended no farther than the firil rudiments of a de-

fign that was never digeiled into any regular form;
otherwife the perfons faid to be concerned in ic

mufl have been infatuated to a degree of frenzy :

for
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^ere charged v/ith having made applica-
tion to the regent of France, who was well known
to be intimately conne6ted with the king of Great-

Britain. The houfe of commons, however, refolv-

ed, that it was a deteftable and horrid confpiracy,
for raifing a rebellion, feizing the Tower and the

'

city of London,- laying violent hands upon the per-
fons of his mofl facred majefty and the prince of

Wales, in order to fubvert cur prefent happy efta-

. bliihment in church and (late, by placing a popifh

pretender upon the throne : that it was formed

and carried on by perfons of figure and diilindion,

and their agents and inftruments, in conjundlion
with traitors abroad. Bills v/ere brought in and

pafTed, for infiiding pains and penalties againil
'

John Plunket and George Kelly, who were by thefe

a6i:s to be kept in clofe cuftody during his majefty's

pleafure, in any prifon in Great-Britain ; and that

they Ihouid not attempt to efcape on pain of death ;

to be infiidled upon them and their afTiflants. Mr.

fnd ^cVaT-"* Yonge made a motion for a bill of the fame nature

tiesagainft againft the bifhop of R.ochefter. This was imme-

cfrS diately brought into the houfe, though Sir William
««•. Wyndham afnrmed there v/as no evidence againil

him but conjectures and hearfays. The bifhop
wrote a letter to the fpeaker, im.porting, that

though confcious of his own innocence, he Ihiould

decline giving the houfe any trouble that day, con-

tenting himfelf wiih the opportunity of miaking his

defence before another, of v/hich he had the

honour to be a member. Counfel beinsj heard for

the bill, it was committed to a grand committee on

the fixth day of April, when the majority of the

Tory members quitted the houfe. It was then

moved, that the bifhop fliould be deprived of his

office and benefice, and baniOied the kingdom for

ever : Mr. Lawfon and Mr. Oglethorp fpoke in his

favour, > •

The
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The bill being pailcd and fent up to the lords,
^^

tlie bifliop was brought to his trial before them oa

the ninth of May. Hlmfeif and his counfcl hav-

ing been heard, the lords proceeded to confider

the articles of the bill ; when they read it a tliird

time, a motion was made to pals it, and then a

long and warm debate enfued. Earl Powlet de-

monftrated the danger and injuflice of fwerving
in fuch an extraordinary manner from the fixed

rules of evidence. The duke of Wharton having
fummed up the depofitions, an.d proved the infufti^

ciency of them, concluded with faying, that iet the

confequences be what they would, he hoped fuch a

heliifh ftain vvould never fully the luftre and glory
of that illufirious houle, as to condemn a man
without the lead evidence. The lord Bathurll

fpoke againft the bill with equal ftrength and

eloquence. He laid, if fuch extraordinary pro-

ceedings were countenanced, he fav/ nothing re-

maining for him and others to do, but to retire to

their country- hcufes, and there, if poflible, quietly

enjoy tlieir eilates within their own families, fmce
the leaiL ccrrefpcndence, the leail intercepted letter

might be made criminal. He obferved, that car-

dinal Mazarin boafled, that if he had but t\wo

lines of any man's v/riting, he could, by means of

a few circumftances, atteiled by witnelles, deprive
him of life at his pleafure. Turning to the bench
of bifhops, who had been generally unfavourable

to Dr. Atterbury, he faid, he could hardly ac-

count for the inveterate hatred and malice fome

perfons bore the learned and ingenious bifhop of

Rochefler, unlefs they were intoxicated with the

infatuation of fome favage Indians, who believed

they inherited not only the fpoils, but even

the abilities of any great enemy whom they had

killed in battle. The bill was fupported by the

duke of Argyle, the earl of Seafield, and the lord

NuMB.XCVTI. U Lsch-
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A. c. i7»2. Lechmere, who was anfwered by earl Cowper.

This nobleman obferved, that the ilrongeft argu-
ment urged in behalf of the bill, v/as neceffity ;

but that, for his part, he faw no neceffity that could

juftify fuch unprecedented, and fuch dangerous

proceedings, as the confpiracy had above twelve

months before been happily difcovered, and the

effeds of it prevented : that, befides the intrinfic

weight and ftrength of the government, the hands

of thofe at the helm had been flill further fortified

by the fufpenfion of the habeas corpus a^t, and

the additional troops which had been raifed. He
faid, the known rules of evidence, as laid down at

firft, and eftabliihed by the law of the land, were

the birthright of every fubjed in the nation, and

ought to be conftandy obferved, not only in the

inferior courts of judicature, but alfo in both

houfes of parliament, till altered by the legiflature :

that the admitting of the precarious and uncertain

evidence of the clerks of the poil-ofFice, was a very

dangerous precedent. In former times it was

thought very grievous, that in capital cafes a man
Ihould be affeded by fimilitude of hands ; but

here the cafe was much worfe, fince it was allow-

ed, that the clerks of the poft office could carry the

fimilitude of hands four months in their minds.

He applauded the bifhop's noble deportm^ent in

declining to aafwer before the houfe of commons,
whofe proceedings in this unprecedented manner,

againfl a lord of parliament, was fuch an incroach-

ment on the prerogative of the peerage, that if they
fubmitted to it, by pafTmg the bill, they might be

termed the lad of Britilli peers, for giving up their

antient privileges. The other party were not fa

follicitous about anfwering reafons, as eager to put
the queftion ; when the bill pafled, and a proteft
was entered. By this a6t the bifhop was deprived
of all offices, benefices, and dignities-, and ren-

'
- dered
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dered incapable of enjoying any for the future :

a c. 1722.

he was banifhed the realm, and fubje(5led to the v. hois de-

pains of death, in cafe he fhould return, as were ['ZT'
^"'^

JT ' ... driven into

all perfons that Ihould correfpond with him during perpetual

his exile. Do6lor Freind the celebrated phyfician,
"'^^*

who was a member of the houfe, and had exerted

himfclf itrenuoufly in behalf of the bifhop, v/as now
taken into cuflody on fufpicion of treafonable prac-
tices.

The next obje6l that excited the refentment of Prrcerdirgs

the commons, was the fcheme of a lottery to be jea-nftper-
.

' ion« con-

drawn at Harburgh in the king's German domi- cemedinthc

nions. The houfe appointed a committee to in-
^1!"^^"^''

quire into this and other lotteries, at that time on
foot in London. The fcheme was publiflied, on

pretence of raifing a fubfcription for maintaining a

trade between Great-Britain and the king's terri-

tories on the Elbe ; but it was a myflerious fcene

of iniquity, which the com.mittee, with all their

penetration, could not fully difcover. They re-

ported, however, that it was an infamous fraudulent

undertaking, whereby many unwary perfons had
been drawn in, to their great lofs : and, that the

manner of carrying it on had been a manifeil vio-

Jation of the laws of the kin?-dom : that the mana-

gers and agents of this
lottei:?^ had,

without any

authority for fo doing, made ivfe of his majefty's

royal name, thereby to give countenance to the

infamous projedl:, and induce his majefty's fubjedts
to engage or be concerned therein. A bill was

brought in to fupprefs this lottery ; and to oblige
the managers of it to make reftitution of the

money they had received from the contributors.

At the fame tim.e the houfe refolved. That John
lord vifcount Barrington had been notorioufly

guilty of promoting, abetting, and carrying on

that fraudulent undertaking;; for which offence he

fhould be expelled the houfe. The court of

U 2 Vienna
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A. c. 1712. Vienna having erected an Eafl-India company at

Oilend, upon a icheme formed by one Colebrook

an Englijfh merchant. Sir Nathaniel Gould repre-
fented to the houie of commons, the great detri-

ment which the Englifli Eaft-lndia company had

ah'eady received, and was likely further to luftain

by this Oftend company. I'he houfe immediately

refolved. That for the fubjedts of this kingdom to

fubfcribe, or be concerned in encouraging any

fubfcription, to promote an Eaft-lndia company
now erefling in the Auftrian Netherlands, was a

high crime and mifdemeanour : and a law was en-

aded for preventing Britifh fubjeds from engaging
in that enterprize. By another ad: relating to the

South-fea company, the two millions of flock
*

' which had been annihilated, were revived, added

to the capital, and divided among the proprietors.
A third law palled, for the more effedlual execu-

tion of juftice in a part of Southwark, called the

Mint, where a great number of debtors had taken

fanduary, on the fuppofition that it was a privi-

ledged place. On the twenty-feventh of May the

feffion was clofed, with a fpeech that breathed no-

thing but panegyric, acknowledgmsnt, and affec-

tion, to a parliament which had complied with all

his majefty's wifli^es.

His majefty having ennobled the fon of Mr.
Robert Walpole, in confideration of the father's

fervices, made a good number of church-promo-
tions, admitted the imprifoned lords and gentle-
men to bail, granted a pardon to lord Bolingbroke,
and ordered the billiop of Rochefter to be convey-
ed to the continent, iht out himfelf for Hanover,

leaving the adminiftration of his kingdoms in the

hands of a regency, lord Harcourt being one of
the juftices. The king was attended by the two

fecretaries, the lords Townfhend and Carteret, who
were counted able negotiators. The affairs of the

con-
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continent had begun to take a new turn. The ^•^•'722.

intercfts and connexions of the different princes
Affairs of

were become perplexed and embarraffed > and*'^^°""'

king George refolved to unravel them by dint of

negotiation. Underftanding that a treaty was on
the carpet between the czar and the king of

Sweden, favourable to the duke of Holflein's pre-
tenfions to Slefwick, the poffefTion of which the

eledlor of Hanover had guarantied to Denmark,
his majefty began to be in pain for Bremen and
Verden. The reo;ent of France and the king of

Spain had now compromifed all differences ; and
their reconciliation was cemented by a double mar-

riage between Philip's fons and the regent's

daughters. The former propofed new treaties to

England ; but infilled upon the reftitution of
Gibraltar and Portmahon, as well as upon the

king's openly declaring againft the Oflend com-

pany. His Britannic majefty was appreheniive,
that fhould the emperor be hard preffed on that

fubjed:, he might join the czar and the king of

Sweden, and promote their defigns in favour of
the duke of Holllein. On the other hand, all the

Italian powers exclaimed againfl the treaty of

London. The pope had protefled againft any

thing that might have been decided at Cambray to

the prejudice of his right. Memorials to the fame
effed; had been prefented by the king of Sardinia,

the dukes ofTufcany, Parma, and Modena. France

and Spain were inclined to fupport them againft
the houfe of Auftria. Europe ieemed to be on the

eve of a new war. King George was intangled in

fuch a variety of treaties and interefts, that he
knew not well how to extricate himfelf from the

troublelbme engagements he had contracted. By
declaring for the emperor he muft have counte-

nanced the new eftablifliment at Oftend, which

was fo prejudicial to his Britifli fubjedls, and in-

U 3 . curred
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A, c. X722r curred the refentment of France, Spain, and their

allies of Italy. In renouncing the intereft of the

emperor, he would have expofed his German do-

minions. In vain he exhorted the emperor to relax

in his difputes with Spain, and give up the Oftend

company, which was fo detrimental and difagree-
able to his faithful allies : the court of Vienna pro-
mifed in general to obferve the treaties which ito

« had concluded ; but, declined entering into any

particular difcufTion ; fo that all his majefty's en-

deavours ifTued in contracting clofer connexions with

Pruffia and Denmark. All thofe negotiations car-

ried on, all thofe treaties concluded by king

George, with almofl every prince and ftate in

Chriilendom, which fucceeded one another fo faft,

and appear, at firfl view, fo intricate and unac-

countable, were founded upon two fimple and
natural principles, namely, the defire of afcertain-

ing his acquifitions as eledor of Hanover ; and his

reiolution to fecure himfelf againft the difaffedion

of his Britilh fubjeds, and the efforts of the pre-
tender.

Great Britain, at this period, enjoyed profound

tranquillity. Ireland was a little ruffled by an in-

cident which feems to have been mifreprefented to

the people of that kingdom. William Wood had

obtained a patent for fui*niihing Ireland with cop-

per currency, in which it was deficient. A great

Clamour In clamour was raifed againil this coin. The parlia-
ireiand on nicnt of that kingdom, which met in September,
account of r - I'-r-i -

^ iii 'i-'ii
Wood's refoived, 1 hat it would be prejudicial to the re-

coinage. vcnuc, deflruClive of trade, and of dangerous con^

fequence to the rights of the fubjedl : That the

patent had been obtained by mifreprefentation :

That the halfpence wanted weight : That even, if

the terms of the patent had been complied with,
there would have been a great lofs to the nation :

That granting the power of coinage to a private

perfpq
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perfon had ever been highly prejudicial to the '^•^•»7ai-

kingdom^ and would at all times be of dangerous
<:oniequence. Addreffes from both houfes were

prefented to the king on tjiis fubjecl. The affair

was referred to the lords of the privy council of

England. They juftified the condu6l of the

patentee, upon the report of Sir Ifaac Newton and
other officers of the mint, who had made the affay
and trial of Wood's halfpence •,

and found he had

complied with the terms of the patent. They de-

clared, that this currency exceeded in goodnefs,
finenefs, and value of metal, all the copper money
which had been coined for Ireland, in the reigns of

king Charles II. king James II. king William and

queen Mary. The privy council likewife demon-

ftrated, that his majefty's predecelTors had always
exercifed the undoubted prerogative of granting

patents for copper coinage in Ireland to private

peribns : that none of thefe patents had been fo

beneficial to the kingdom as this granted to Wil-
liam Wood, v/ho had not obtained it in an unpre-
cedented manner

•,
but after a reference to the at-

torney and foiiicitor-general, and after Sir Ifaac

Newton had been confulted in every particular :

finally, they proved, by a great number of wit-

neffes, that there was a real want of fuch money in

Ireland. Notwithilanding this decifion, the fer-

ment of the Irifli nation was indullrioufly kept up
by clamour, pamphlets, papers, and lampoons,
written by Dean Swift, and other authors ; fo that

Wood voluntarily reduced his coinage from the

value of one hundred thoufand to that of forty
thoufand pounds. Thus the noife v/as filenced.

The commons of Ireland paffed an adt for ac-

cepting the affirmation of the quakers inftead of

an oath; and voted three hundred and forty

fhoufand pounds towards difcharging the debt of

U 4 the
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A.c. 17Z3. the nation, which amounted to about double that

fum.
In the month of 0(5lober England loft a worthy

nobleman in the death of earl Cowper, who had
twice difcharged the office of lord chancellor, with

equal difcernment and integrity. He was pro-

foundly fkilled in the laws of his country ; in his

apprehenfion quick and penetrating -,
in his judg-

Deathcf the ment clear and determinate. He poflelTed a manly

Jj'^^J^^

^^'

eloquence : his manner was agreeable, and deport-
ment graceful. This year was likewife remarkible

for the death of the duke of Orleans i-q^ent of

France, who, fmce the deceafe of Lewis XIV. had
ruled that nation with the moil abfolute authority.
He was a prince of tafte and fpirit, endowed with

fhining talents for empire, which he did not fail to

difplay, even in the midft of effeminate purfui'.s and

idle debauchery. From the inhrm conftitution of

the infant king, he had conceived hopes of afcend-

ing the throne, and taken his meafures accordmg-
ly ; but the young monarch's health began to be

eftablifned, and ail the duke's fchemes were defeat-

ed by an apoplexy, of which he died in the fiftieth

year of his age, after having nominated the <tuke

of Bourbon as prime mlnijfer. King George im-

mediately received ailurances of the good difpofi-
tion of the French court, to cultivate and even im-

prove the good underilanding fo happily eftablifh-

ed between France and Great-Britain. The king
arrived in England on the eighteenth dayof Decem-
ber ; and on the ninth of January the parliament
was affembled. His majeily, in his fpeech, recom-
mended to the commons the care of the public
debts ; and he expreiled his fatisfadlion at feeing
the finking fund improved and augmented, fo as

to put the debt of the nation into a method of being

ipeedily and gradually difcharged.
This
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This v/as the repeated theory of patriotifm,

^•^' *7»3»

which unhappily for the fuhjeds was never reduced

to practice : not, but that a beginning of fuch a

laudable work was made in this very fefTion, by an
j^ncningTh*

a6t for lefTening the public debts, by which it was pubikdcbis,

provided, that the annuities at five per cent,

charged on the general fund by a former a(ft, ex-

cept fuch as had been fubfcribed into the Scuth-

fea, together with the unfubfcribed blanks of the

lottery, in the year one thoufand feven hundred

and fourteen, fhould be payed off at Lady- day of

the year next enfuing, with th^ money arifing from

the finking fund. The miniftry however, did not

perfevere in this path of prudent oeconomy. The
commons granted all the fupplies that were de-

manded. They voted ten thoufand feamen ; and

the majority, though not without violent oppofi-

tion, agreed to m.aintain four thoufand additional

troops which had been raifed in the preceding

year ; fo that the eftablidiment of the land forces

amounted to eighteen thoufand two hundred and

fixty-four. The expence of the year was defrayed Qj^n^ixon

by a land-tax and malt-tax. The commons hav- Poilt. stat'e,

ino: difpatched the fupply, took into confideration a
™-

/^^s-^ ^
. ^ ,

i ^ ^ '

1 , r Annals ot

grievance aruing rrom protections granted by to- ic. George.

reign minilters, peers, and members of parlia-
'^'""*^*

ment, under which profligate perfons uled to fcreen

themfelves from the profecution of their juft cre-

ditors. The commons refolved, That all protec-
tions granted by members of that houfe fhould be

declared void, and immediately withdrawn. The
lords made a declaration to the fame purpofe, with

an exception of menial fervants, and thofe neceffa-

|-ily employed about the eilates of peers *, On the

twenty-

* The duke of Nevvcaftle was now of Grafton lord chamberlain
;
and lord

appointed feci ct^rycf fiiite 3 the^y'vc Carteret lord-lieutenant of Ireland. ,

^
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A. c. 1724. twenty-fourth day of April his majelly clofed the

feiTion in the ufual manner
-,
made fome alterations

in the difpofition of the great offices of ftate ; and

fent Mr. Horatio Walpole as ambafiador-extraor-

dinary to the court of France.
Philip king Yn the beginninor of this year Philip king of
of Spain ab-

. •••iTr- ^
1 n r

dicates the Spain, retiring with his queen to the monaitery of
throne. ^^ Ildefonfo, fent the marquis of Grimaldi, his

principal fecretary of ftate, to his fon the prince of

Afturias, with a folemn renunciation of the crown,
and a letter of advice, in which he exhorted him to

cultivate the Blefled Virgin with the warmeil de-

votion j and put himfelf and his kingdoms under

her protection. The renunciation was publifhed

through the whole monarchy of Spain •,
and the

council of Caftile refolved, That Lewis might af-«

fume the reins of government without afTembling
the cortez. The Englifh minifler at Paris was in-

ftrucled to interpofe in behalf of the French pro-

teftants, againil whom a fevere edid had been

lately publifhed -,
but his remonflrances produced

noefFed. England, in the mean time, was quite
barren of fuch events asdeferve a place in hiftory.

The government was now firmly eftablilhed on the

neck of oppofition •,
and commerce flouriihed even

under the load of grievous impofition.
The next parliament, which met on the twelfth

day of November, feemed to be aiTembled for no

The king inftltuted a profelTorfhip into Ei;giand from Turkfy, Prince

for the modern languages in each uni- Frederick, the two princeflcs Amelia

*erfity, and Carolina, the duke of Bedford

In the month of May died Robert and his fifter, with many other pcr-

Harley earl of Oxford and earl Morti- fons of diftinflion, underwent this

mer, who had been a munificent pa- operation with fuccefs.

tron of genius and literature
;

and Dr. Henry Sacheverr I died in June,

completed a very valuable coIle£lion after having bequeathed five hun-

uf manufcripts. dred pounds to the late biihop of Ro-
The pradite of inocu'ation for the chtfter,

fmall-pox was by this time introduced

Other
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other piirpofe than that of eftablilhing funds for the a. c. i-;?,^

expence of the enfuing year •, though the feffion

was diftinguifhed by a remarkable incident, name-

ly, the trial of the earl of Macclesfield, lord- chan-

cellor of England. This nobleman had connived

at certain venal pradtices touching the fale of places,
and the money of fuitors depofited with the mailers

of chancery, fo as to incur the general reproach of

the nation. He found it necelfary to refign the

great feal in the beginning of January. On the
^^^^^^*

*"

ninth day of the enfuing month the king fent a

meflage to the commons, importing, that his ma-

jelly having reafon to apprehend, that the fuitors

in the court of chancery were in danger of lofing a

confiderable fum of money, from the infufHciency
of fome of the mailers, thought himfelf obliged in

juftice and compaflion to the laid fufferers, to take

the moll fpeedy and proper method the law would

allow, for inquiring into the Hate of the mailers
'

">

accounts, and fecuring their effedis for the benefit

of the fuitors
-,
and his majelly having had feveral

reports layed before him, in purfuance of the di-

redtions he had given, had ordered the reports to

be communicated to the houle, that they may have

as full and as perfed a view of this important affair

as the Ihortnefs of the time, and the circumllances

and nature of the proceedings would admit.

Thefe papers being taken into confideration, Sir

George Oxenden obferved, that enormous abufes

had crept into the high court of chancery : that the

crimes and miidemeanours of the late lord chan-

cellor were many and various, but might be re-

duced to the following heads ; that he had em-

bezzled the ellates^ and effedls of many widows,

orphans, and lunatics : that he had raifed the of-

fices of mailers in chancery to an exorbitant price ;

trulting in their hands large fums of money belong-

ing to fuitors, that they might be enabled to com-

5 p^y
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ply yf\^]^ }^ig exorbitaiit demands: and, that ia

leveral cafes he had made divers irregular orders.

He therefore moved that Thomas earl of Macclef-

field ihould be impeached of high crimes and mif-

demeanoiirs. Mr. Pukeney moved, That this af-

fair might be left to the confideration of a fele(5l

f^""*^ uA <^ommittee. Sir William Wyndham afierted, thatMem, Hill, . v 1 c •
i

Deb.inParj.m proceeding by way or impeachment upon re-
Tindai.

ports from above, they would make a dangerous
precedent V and feem to give up the moil valuable

of their privileges, the inqueft after ftate-criminals.

The Queftion being; put, it was carried for the im-

eariofMac>peachment. Ine earl was accordmgly impeached
detHtid, at the bar of the upper houfe : a committee v/as

appointed to prepare articles ; and a bill was

brought in to indemnify the mafters in chancery
from the penalties of the law, upon difcovering
v^hat confiderations they had payed for their admil-

A.c, i72 5.^jQj^ to their refpeclive offices. The trial lafbed

twenty days-, the earl was convicled of fraudulent

pra6liccs, and condemned in a fine of thirty thou-

sand pounds, with imprilbnment until that fum
fliould be payed. He was immediately committed
to the Tower, where he continued about fix weeks ;

but, upon producing the money he was difchargv
ed j and Sir Peter King, created baron of Oak-

ham, fucceeded him in the office of chancellor.

His majeily, on the eighth day of April, gave
the houfe of commons to underitand, that having
been engaged in fome extraordinary expences, he

hoped he fhould be enabled to raife a fum ofmoney,
by making ufe of the funds lately eftablifhed for

the payment of the civil lift annuities, in order to

difchar2:e the debts contracted in the civil orovern-

ment. Mr. Pukeney, cofferer of the houfhold,
moved for an addrefs. That an account fnould be

layed before the houfe of all monies payed for fe-

cret fervice, penficns, and bounties, from the

twenty-*
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twenty-fifth day of March in the year one thoufand ^^ ^- ^"^^i*

feven hundred and one, to the fvventy fifth of the

fame month in the prelent year. This addrefs be-

ing voted, a motion was made to confidcr the king's ^ ^^

mefTage, Mr. Pulteney urged, that this confide- about the

ration fhould be poflponed until the houfe fhould
^'[y//_jj^

'^^

have examined the papers that were the fubjedt of

the addrefs. He exprefled his furprize, that a debt

amounting to above five hundred thoufand pounds
Ihould be contracted in three years : he faid, he
did not wonder that fome pcrfons fhould be fo eager
to make good the deficiencies of the civil-lifl, fmce

they and their friends enjoyed fuch a fhare of that

revenue ; and, he defired to know, whether this

was all that was due, or, whether they fhould ex-

pert another reckoning ? This gentleman began
to be difTatisfied with the meafures of the miniflry ;

and his farcafms were aimed at Mr. Walpole, who
undertook to anfwer his objediions. The com-
mons took the meffage into confideration, and

pafTed a bill, enabling his majefty to raife any fum
not exceeding one million, by exchequer- bills,

loans, or otherwife, on the credit of the deductions

of fixpence per pound, directed by an act of par-
liament of the feventh year of his majeity, and

of the civil- lift revenues, at an interefl not exceed-

ing three pounds per cent, till repayment of the

principal.
On the twentieth day of April a petition was pre-

fented to the houfe by the lord Finch, in behalf of

Henry St. John, late vifcount Bolingbroke, pray-

ing, that the execution of the law with refpe6t to

his forfeitures might be fufpended, as a pardon had

fufpended it with refpecl to his life. Mr. Walpole

^ fignified to the houfe, by his majefty's command,
that feven years before the petitioner [yjtd made his

humble applicati<jn and fubmifiion to the king,
with affuranccs of duty, allegiance, and fidelity;

tha:

6
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was convinced of his being a fit obje6l of his mercy ;

and confented to his petitioning t\\t houfe. The
petition being read, Mr. Walpole declared himfelf

fully fatisfied, that the petitioner had
fufficiently

atoned for his paft offences ; and therefore deierved

the favour of that houfe, fo far -as to enable him to

enjoy the family -inheritance that v^as fettled upon
him, which he could not do by virtue of his maje-

A bill In fa-
fly's pardon, without an adt of parliament. Lord

LTeVord"' Finch moved, That a bill might be brought in for

Boiing. this purpoie ; and was warmly oppofed by Mr.
^'°^^*

Methuen, comptroller of the houfhold, who repre-
fented Bolingbroke as a monfter of iniquity. His
remonftrance was fupported by lord William Pow-
let and Mr. Onflow

-, nevertheiefs, the bill was pre-

pared, pafled through both houfes, and received

the royal affent. An a6t being palTed for difarm-

ing the Highlanders of Scotland : another for re-

gulating eledions within the city of London : a

third for reducing the intereft of feveral bank an-

nuities, together with fome bills of a private na-

ture ; the parliam.ent was prorogued in May, after the

king had, in thewarmefttermsofacknowledgmentf ,

expreiTed his approbation of their condudl. Then
he appointed lords juftices to govern the nation in

his abfence j and fet out in June for his German do-

minions.

The tide of political intereils on the continent

had begun to flow in a new channel, fb as to render

•j-
On the fihh day of December of the Bath, thirty-eight in number,

thepvincefs of Wales was delivered cf including the fovereign,

a princefs, chriflened by tlie name of William Batexan was created ba-

Louifa, and afterwards married to the ron of Culmore in Ireland, and vif-

king of Denmark. She died Decern- count Bateman
;

and Sir Robert

ber the n'neteenth, one thoufand leven Walpole, who had been one of th^
hundred and filty one. revived kni^'hts of the Bath, was now

Immediately after the feiTion of honoured Vith the order of the gar-

parliament the king revived the order ter,

ineffedluai
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inefFeflual the mounds which he had ralfed by his ^*^» »7*5»

multiplicity of negotiations. Lewis, the Spanifh
monarch, dying Ibon after his elevation to the

throne, his father Philip refumed the crown which
he had refigned ; and gave himfelf up irnplicitly to

the condudb of his queen, v/ho was a princefs of in-

defatigable intrigue 'and infatiate ambition. The
infanta, who had been married to Lewis XV. of

France, was fo difagreeable to her hufband, that
.

#
the whole French nation began to be apprehenfive
of a civil war, in confequence of his dying without

male ilTue : he therefore determined, with the ad-

vice of his council, to fend back the infanta, as

the nuptials had not been confummated ; and Ihe

was attended to Madrid by the marquis de Mon-
teleone. The queen of Spain refented this infult

offered to her daughter •, and, in revenge, difmified

mademoifelle dc Beaujolois, one of the regent's

daughters, who had been betrothed to her fori

Don Carlos. As the congrefs at Cambray had

proved inefieftual, fhe offered to adjuft her diffe-

rences with the emperor under the fole mediation

of Great- Britain. This was an honour which king
George declined. He was averfe to any under-

taking that might interrupt the harmony fubfifting
between him and the court of Verfailles ; and he

had taken umbrage at the emperor's refufmg to

grant the inveftiture of Bremen and Verden, ex-

cept upon terms which he did not choofe to em-
brace. The peace between the courts of Vienna

Treaty of

and Madrid, which he refufed to mediate, was ef- aiiiance be-

r r\ 1 i • • • 11 tween the
recced by a private negotiation, under the manage- c urts of

ment of the duke de Ripperda, a native of the
]^^""*^"*^

ftates-general^ who had renounced the proteflant

^ religion, and entered into the fervice of his catho-

lic majefly. By two treaties, figned at Vienna in

the month of April, the emperor acknowledged

Philip
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that he would not moleft him in the poiTeflion of
thofe dominions that were fecured to him bv the

treaty ot Utrecht. Phihp renounced all prettn-
fions to the dominions in Italy and the Nether-

lands, adjudged to the emperor by the treaty of

London : Charles granted the inveftiture of the

dukedoms of Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, to

the eldefh Ton of the queen of Spain, in default of

heirs in the prefent poiTefTors, as mafculine fiefs

of the empire. Spain became guaranty of the

Auflrian fucceffion, according to the pragmatic
fandion, by which the dominions of that houfe

were fettled on the em.peror's heirs general, and
declared to be a perpetual, indivifible, and infepar-
able feoffment to the primogeniture. By the com-
mercial treaty of Vienna, the Auflrian fubjeds
were intitled to advantages in trade with Spain,
which no other nation enjoyed. His catholic majefly

guarantied the Oflend Eafl- India company ; and

agreed to pay an annual fubfidy of four millions

of piaflers to the emperor. Great fums were re-

mitted to Vienna : the Imperial forces were aug-
mented to a formidable number ; and other powers
were follicited to engage in this alliance, to which
the court of PeterlLurgh adually acceded.

The king of Great-Britain took tlie alarm. The

emperor and he had for iome tim.e treated each

other with manifeii coldnefs. He had reafon to

fear fome attempt upon his German dominions ;

and projedled a defenfive treaty with France and
PrufTia. This alliance, limited to the term of fif-

teen years, was negotiated and concluded at Hano-

Treaty of vct in the month of September. It implied a mu-
tknovcr.

j-y^i guaranty of the dominions pofTefTed by the

contra(5ling parties, their rights and privileges,
thofe of commerce in particular, and an engage-

ment
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^ent to procure fatisfa<5lion to the proteflants of a. c.

j-?,^.

Thorn, who had lately been oppreiTed by the ca-

tholics, contrary to the treaty ot Oiiva. The king
having taken thefe precautions at Hanover, fet out

ion his return for England, embarked at Helvoec-

fluys in the middle of December ; and after having
been expofed to the fury of a dreadful ilorm, was
landed with great difficulty at Rye, from whence he

proceeded by land to London. The parliament meet-

ing on the twentieth day of the next month, he gave
them to underiland, that the dillreifed condition of

fome of their proteflant brethren abroad, and the

negotiations and engagements contracted by fome

foreign powers, which feemed to have layed th^

foundation of new troubles and dilturbances in 'Eu-

rope, and to threaten his fubje6lswidi the lofs offeve-

ralof the moft advantageous branches of their trade,

had obliged him to concert with other powers, fuch

meafures as might give a check to the ambitious

views of thofe who were endeavouring; to render

themfelves formidable ; and put a flop to the fur-

ther progrefs of fuch dangerous defigns. He told

them, that the enemies of his p;overnment w^re al-

ready very bufy, by their inftruments and emiiia-

ries in thofe courts, whofe meailires feemed mofi;

to favour their purpoies, in foUiciting and promot-
ing the caufe of the pretender. One fees, at fnft

fight, that the interefts of Germany didated the

treaty of Hanover ; but, in order to fecure the

approbation of Great-Britain, upon which the fup-

port of this alliance chiefly depended, it was judg-
ed necelTary to infert the articles relating to com-
merce and the proteftant religion, as if the engage-
tnent had been contradled pitrelygfor the advantage
and glory of England. In a word, the miniilry

began now to ring the changes upon a few words
that have been repeated ever (ince, like cabalillical

founds, by vrhidi the nation has been enchanted

N''.97. X into
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A. c. 1735. into a very dangerous connexion with the concerns

of the continent. They harrangued, they infiiled

iiDon the machinations of the difaiTefted, the de-

figns ot a popiih pretender, the proteitant interefl,

and the balance of power, until thefe expreliions
became abfolutely terms of ridicule, with every

perfon of common fenfe and reflection. The peo-

ple v/ere told, that the emperor and king of Spain,
exclufive of the public treaties concluded at Vienna,
had entered into private engagements, importing,
that the Imperiahfts iliould join the Spaniards in

recovering Gibraltar and Portmahon by force of

arms, in cafe the king of England fnould refufe to

reflore them, amicably, according to a folemn pro-
mife he had made : that a double marriage ihould

take place betv/een the two infants of Spain, and

the two arch-dutcheffes of Auftria : and, that means
ihould be taken to place the pretender on the

throne of Great-Britain.

When the treaties of Vienna and Hanover fell

under confideration of the houfe of commons,
Horatio Walooie, afterwards termed the balance-

mafter, in derifion, opened the debate with a

long unanirnatcd oration, giving a detail of the

affairs of Europe fmce the treaty of Utrecht. He
enumerated the barrier treaty, the convention

for executing that treaty, the defenfive alliance

with the emperor, the other .with the mofi: chrif-

tian kino: and the -ftates-occneral, anothtr conven-

tion, the;quadruple alliance, the congrefs at Cam-

bray, the treaty of Kanover, and that of Vienna.

He explained the nature of each eno-ac-emcnt. He
faid, the main defign of the treaty of commerce
concluded between the emperor and Spain, was to

countenance and fupport the EaftTndia company
eilablifned at Oilend, which interfered fo eiTentially

with the Ead-India companies of England anci

.Holland, and was dlredn'y- contrary to leveral for

lemn
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danger to which the balance of power would be

expoled, fhould the ifTue-male of this projedled

marriage between the houfes of Auftria and Spain,
ever pofTefs the Imperial dignity and the kingdom
of Spain together. The reader v/ill take notice,

that thi^ very man was one of thofe v/ho exclaimed

againft that article of the treaty at Utrecht, v/hich

prevented the power of thofe two h:ufes from be-

ing immediately united in the perfon of the em-

peror. He did not forget to expatiate upon the

pretended fecret engagement concerning Gibraltar

snd Minorca; and the king's pious concern for

the diflreffed protellants of Thorn in Poland. In

vain did Mr. Shippen urge, that the treaty of Ha-
nover would engage the Brltifli nation in a war for

the defence of the king-'s German dominions, con-

trary to an exprefs provihon made in the 5.6I of li-

mitation. Thefe arguments had left all weight. ^

The oppofition was fo i neon fide rabie, that the mi-

niflry had no reafon to be in pain about any mea-

fure they fhould propofe. An addrefs was voted
parhlment'.'*

and delivered to his majefcy, approving the alliance

he had concluded at Hanover, in order to obviate

and difappoint the dangerous views and ccnfe-

quences of the treaty of peace betwixt the emperor -

and the king of Spain •,
and promifing to fupport

his majefty againft all infults and attacks that fhould

be m.ade upon any of his territories, though not

belonging to the crown of Great-Britain. An ad-

drefs of the fame kind v/as prefenred by the houfe

of lords in a body. A bill was brought in, im-

powering the commifTioners of the treafury to com-

pound with Mr. Richard Hampden late trc a-

furer of the navy, for a debt he owed to the

crown, amounting to eight and forty thcufand

pounds. This deficiency was occafioned by his

embarkinrr in the South-fea fchcme. The king
X 2 recommended

'o
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tax.

A.c. 172;. recommended his petition -,
and the honfe complied

with his requeft, in confiderationof his great grand-
father the famous John Ham.pden, who made fuch

a noble ftand againft the arbitrary mealures of the

firft Charles.
Riot? m xj^e malt-tax was found fo grievous to Scotland,

J^cLluoT that the people refufed to pay it, and riots were
the malt- excitcd in different p^rts of the kingdom. Ac

Glafgov/, the populace, armed with clubs and

ilaves, rifled the houfe of Daniel Campbell their

reprefentative
. in parliament, who had voted

for the bill
•,
and maltreated fome excifemen who

attempted to take an account of the malt. General

Wade, who commanded the forces in Scotland,

had fent two companies of foldiers under the com-

mand of captain Bufhel, to prevent or appeafe any
diilurbance of this nature. He drew up his men
in the ftreet, where they were pelted with ftoncs by
the multitude, which he endeavoured to diiperfe by

tiring among them v/ithout Ihot. This expedient

failing, he ordered his men to load their pieces
with ball, and at a time when the magiilrates were

advancing towards him in a body, to aiilft him with

their advice and influence, he commanded the fol-

diers to fire four different v/ays, without the fanc-

tion of the civil authority. About twenty perfons
were killed or wounded on this occafion. The

people feeing fo many vidlims fall, were exafperat-

ed beyond all fenfe of danger. They began to pro-
cure armiS, and breathed nothing but defiance and

revenge. Bulliel thought proper to retreat to the

caltle of Dumbarton
-,

and was purfued above
five miles by the enraged multitude. General

Wade being informed of this tranfadlion, allembled

a body of forces ; and being accompanied by
Duncan Forbes lord advocate, took pofTefTion of

Glasgow. The magiftrates were apprehended and

conveyed prifoners to Edinburgh, where the lords-

jufliciary
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jufticlary having taken cognizance of the affair,
•^' ^- '"-s-

declared them innocent
•,

fo that they were imme- oumixon.

diately dilcharged. Bufhel was tried for murder, DeT-:f!kri.

convidled and condemned ; but, inftead of un- Tindai.

dergoing the penalties of the law, he was indulged
with a pardon, and promoted in the fervice. Daniel

Campbell having petitioned the houfe of com-

mons, that he might be indemnified for the da-

mage he had fuftained from the rioters, a bill pafTed
in his favour, granting him a certain fum to be

raifed from an impofition layed upon all the beer

and ale brewed within the city of Glafgow. The
malt tax was fo fenfibly felt in Scotland, that the

convention of the royal burroughs prefented a re-

monftrance againfl it, as a grievous burthen which

their country could not bear : petitions to the fyme

purport were delivered to the commons from diffe-

rent fhires of that kingdom *. On the twenty- a.c.t72«,

fourth day of March the king fent a meffage to the ^

houfe by Sir Paul Methuen, defiring an extraordi-

nary fupply, that he might be able to augment his

maritime force, and concert fuch other meafures as

fhould be neceffary in the prefent conjundure. A
debate enfued ; but the majority complied with the

demand. Some members in the upper houfe com-

plained that the m.effage was not fent to both houfes

.of parliament : and this fuggeffion gave rffe to ano-

ther debate, in which lord Bathurff and others

made Ibme melancholy reflections upon the (late of

infignihcance to v/hich the peers of England were

reduced. Such remarks, however, were very little

f The duke of Wharton having fent by the chevalier de St, Georg«

eonfumed his fortune in riot and ex- with credentials to the court of Ma-

travagance, repaired to the court of drid, where he abjured the proteftant

Vienna, from whence he procredcd to religion, married a lady of the queen

Rome, and ofrVred his fervice to the of Spain's b'dchamber, and obtained

pretender There he received the the rank and appointments of a iieu-

crder of the garter, and the title of trnaHt-coIonel in the Spaniih fervice,

flukt of Northumbejland, He was
•

i iX 3
minded
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plete vidVory over all oppofition. The fupplies

ordinary and extraordinary being granted, with

every thing elfe which the court thought proper to

afk
•,
and leveral bills pailed for the regulation of

civil oeconomy, the king difmiffed the parliament
on the twenty-fourth day of May.
By this time Peter the czar of Mufcovy was

dead, and his emprefs Catherine had fucceeded him
on the RulTian throne. This princefs had begun
to aiTemble forces in the neighboui^hood of Peterf-

burgli ; and prepare a formidable armament for a

. r , naval expedition. Kin^ George concluding, that

fenttothe hcr dcfign was agamit Sweden, lent a ilrong fqua-
^''^^"''

dron into the Baltic, under the command of Sir

Charles Wager, in order to anticipate her views

upon his allies. The Englifh fleet being joined
at Copenhagen by a Daniih fquadron, alarmed the

court of RufTia, v/hich immediately iffucd orders

for reinforcing the garrifons of Wibourg, Cron-

flot. Revel, and Riga. The Englifn admiral hav-

ing had an audience of his Swedifh majefty, fleered

towards Revel, and fent thither a lieutenant with a

letter from the king of Great-Britain to the czarina.

This was an expoftulation, in which he obferved,
that he and his allien could not fail of being alarm-

ed at her great preparations by fea and land. He
complained, that meafures had been taken at her

court in favour of the pretender, that his repeated
inilances for eflab lifiling a lafting friendfhip with the

crov/n of Ruffia, had been treated with negle6l ;

and he gave her to underfland, that he had ordered

his admiral to prevent her Hiips from coming out

of her harbours, fhould fhe perfifl in her refolution

to execute the defigns flie had projeded. The
czarina, inlier anfwer to the king, exprefTed her

furprize, that Ihe had not received his majefly's
letter
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letter until his fleet was at anchor before Revel, a c. 172$.

fince it would have been more agreeable to the

cuftom eftablifhed among fovereigns, and to the

amity which had fo long iubfiued between her

kingdoms and the crov/n of Great- Britain, to ex-

poftulate with her on her armament, and expedl
her anfwer before he had proceeded to fuch an of-

fenfive mep.fure. She affiired him, that nothing
was farther from her thoughts than any defigns to

difturb the peace of the North
•,
and with regard

to the pretender, it was a frivolous and flale accu-

fation, which had been frequently ufed as a pretext
to cover all the unkind fteps lately taken againft
the Rufiian em.pire. Sir Charles Wager continued

in his ftation until he received certain intelligence,
that the Ruffian gallies were layed up in their v/in-

ter harbour : then he fet fail for the coait of Den-

mark, from whence he returned to Ensrland in the

month of November.

King George, that he might not feem to convert

all his attention to the affairs of the North, had

equipped two other fquadrons •,
one of which was

deftined for the Weft-Indies, under the command
of admiral Hofier. The other, conducted by Sir

John Jennings, having on board a body of land-

forces, failed from St. Helen's on the twentieth

day of July, entered the bay of St. Antonio; then

viiited Lifbon, from whence he direded his courle

to the bay of Bulls near Cadiz, and cruiled off

Cape St. Mary's, lb as to alarm the coaft of Spain,
and fill Madrid with confternation. Yet he com-
mitted no zdi of hoftility ; but was treated with

great civility by the Spaniili governor of Cadiz, AdmVJ

v/ho fupplied him with refreHimients. Rear-admi-
^'^°j';'|^* .*'^*"

ral Hofier, with feven fhips of w^ar, had" failed in the wcft-

April for the Spaniili Weft-indies, with inftruCtions
^'''^'"*

to block up the galleons in the ports of that coun-

try , or, fhould they prefume to come out. fcize

X 4 and
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the Eaflimenros near Porto-Bello, the treafure,

con filling of above fix miihons fteriing, had been

unloaded and carried back to Panama, in purfuance
of an order fent by an advice-boat, which had the

llart of Hofier. This admiral lay inadive on that

flation, until he became the jefl of the Spaniards.
Ke returned to Jamaica, where he found means to

reinforce his crew : then he flood over to Carthagena.
The Spaniards had by this feized the Englifh South-

fea fliip
at La Vera-Cruz, together with all the

veileis and eitefts belonging to that company.
Kofier in vain demanded reftitution : he took fome

Spanilh iliips by way of reprifal, and continued

cruizing in thofe feas until the greater part of his

men pcrifhed deplorably by the difeafes of that un-

healthy climate ; and his Ihips were totally ruined

by the worms. This brave ofncer being reflridled

by his orders from obeying the didates of his cou-

rage ; feeing his beft ofhcers and men daily fwept
off by an outrageous difcemper, and his (hips ex-

1 pofed to inevitable deflru6tion, is faid to have died

of a broken heart ; v/hile the people of England
loudly clamoured againfl this unfortunate expedi-

tion, in which fo many lives were thrown avv^ay^

and fo much money expended without the lead ad-

vantage to the nation. It feems to have been a

mean pyratical fcheme to rob the court of Spain of

its expelled treafure, even while a peace fubfiftcd

between the two nations. The miniflry of Great-

Britain indeed alledged, that the Spanifh king
had entered into engagements in favour of the

pretender.
The dukes of Ormond and Wharton, and the

earl Marifcha), were certainly at Madrid ; and the

duke de Rip perda, now prime minifier of Spain,

dropped fome expreffions to the Englifli envoy,
that implied foir.e fuch defign, which, however, th^
'•  

 

• ^ cour u
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court of Madrid pofitively denied. Ripperda, as A-^-
»72^.

a foreigner, fell a facrifice to the jealoufyof the nifgrarc of

Spainfh miniftry. He was fuddenly difmilTed from
j^^ '^''^^^

^*

his employments, with a penfion of three thoufanc}

pi doles. He forthwith took refuge in the houfe of

yanderrneer the Dutch ambalTador, v/ho was un-

willing to be troubled with fuch a gueft. He
therefore conveyed him m his coach to the houfe of

colonel Stanhope the Britifh miniiler, whofe pro-
tection he craved and obtained. Neverthelefs, he

was dragged from thence by force, and committed

prifoner to the caftle of Segovia. He afterwards

made his efcape, and flieltered himfelf in England,,
from the refentment of his catholic majefly. Co-
lonel Stanhope complained of this violation of the

law of nations, which the Spanifli minifters endea-

voured to excufe. Memorials and letters pafTed
between the two courts, and every thing tended to

a rupture. The king of Spain piirchafed fnips of

war; began to make preparations for fome impor-
tant undertaking: and afTembled an army of twenty
thoufand men at St. Roch, on pretence of rebuild-

ing the old caftle of Gibraltar. Mean while the

flates-general and the king of Sweden acceded to

the treaty of Planover : but the king of Pruflla,

though his majefty's fon-in-law, was detached from
the alliance by the emperor, with whom he con-
tracted new engagements.
On the feventeenth day of January the Brltilli

Subft.nceof

parliament was opened with a long elaborate fpeech,
t^-^^ king's

importing, That the proceedings and tranfadiions
^^"^"

of the emperor and king of Spain, and the fecret

offenfive alliances concluded between them, had

layed the foundations of a moft exorbitant and

formidable power : that they were diredlly levelled

againft the moft valuable and darling interefls and

privileges
of the Englifh nation, which muft either

give up Gibraltar to Spain, and acquiefce in the
'

"
' ' "

emperor's



314 HISTORYofEN GLAND.
A. €,1725. emperor's ufurped exercife of commerce, or refolve

vigorouHy to defend their undoubted rights againft
thofe reciprocal engagements contraded in defiance

and violation of all national faith, and the moft

folemn treaties. He affured them, that one of

thofe fecret articles v/as, the placing die pretender
on the throne of Great- Britain

•,
and another, the

conqueil" of Gibraltar and Portmahon. Ke affirm-

ed, that thofe com.binations extended themfelves

into RufTia \ and that the Englifh fleet feafonably

prevented fuch defigns as would have opened a way
to the invafion of thefe kingdoms. He exhorted

the commons to gra'Jit fuch fupplies as ihould be

eceifary for the defence of their country, and for

making good his engagements with the allies of

Great-Britain. He told them, that the king of

Spain had ordered his minifler redding in England
to quit the kingdom ; and that he had left a me-

morial, little fnort of a declaration, in which he in-

fifled upon the reftituticn of Gibraltar. He did

not fail to touch the energic ftrings which always
moved their pafTions : the balance of power in Eu-

rope, the fecurity of the Britifh commerce, the de-

figns of a popifh pretender, the prefent happy ef-

tablifhment, the religion, liberties, and properties
of a proteflant people. Such addrefTes of thanks

were penned in both houfes as the miniflers were

pleafed to diclate ; yet not without oppofition from

a minority, which was far from being formidable,

though headed by chiefs of uncommon talents and

refolution. The commons voted twenty thoufand

feamen, and fix and twenty thoufand three hun-

dred eighty-three men for the land fervice •,
and

to defray the extraordinary expence, a land-tax of

four {hillings in the pound was granted.
The houfe of lords having taken into confide-

ration the letters and memorials betvv^een the mi-

niilers of Great Britain, France and Spain, and

the
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general to the treaty of Hanover
-j

a warm debate

enfued. The lord Bathurit took notice, that thei^'^bate

acccflion of the ftates-general to the treaty, was up- p^oldunr
on condition, that this their a6lihoii Id be approved rupturewuh

and ratified by the king of Great-Britain, the mod LdSpain'r
chriftian king, and the kingof Pruffia; but that the

'

minifler of his PrulTian majefiy had refufed to fign
the a(5l of acceffion, which was therefore of no ef-

fc(5l : that if the court of France fhoiild, for the

fame reafon, think itlelf difengaged from the Ha-
fiover alliance, Britain alone would be obliged to

bear the burden of an expenflve war againil two of
the greatefl; potentates of Europe. He faid he
could not fee any juft reafon for a rupture with

Spain : that indeed the duke de Ripperda might
have dropped Ibme indifcreet expreifions : he v/as

known to be a man of a violent temper; and he

had been folemnly difavowed by his catholic ma-

jefty : that in the memorial left by the Spaniili

ambaffador, he imputed the violent ftate of affairs

between the two crowns to the minifters of Eng-
land ; and mentioned a pofitive promife made by
the king of Great-Britain for the rellitution of

Gibraltar : that methods of accommodation might
be tried before the kingdom engaged in a war
which mufh be attended with dangerous confe-

quences ; that the nation was loaded with a debt

of
fifty millions; and, in order to maintain fuch a

war, would be obliged to raife feven millions

yearly ; an annual furn by which the people would
foon be exhaufled. He obferved, that in fom6

papers layed before the houfe, mention was made
of great fums diilributed in divers places, to bring
certain meafures to bear. He declared, that for

his own part, he had touched neither Spanifh nor

Englifh gold ; he was neither a Spaniard nor a

Frenchman, but a true Englifliman, and lb long
as
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4. c. 172$. ^3 p,g i^^^ tl^g honour to fit in that houfe, he would

fpeak and acl for the good of his country, He
therefore defired their lordfhips ferioufly to confider

the matter before them, which was of the lad con-

fequence and importance to the whole nation. He
faid, nothing could be gained by the war fhould it

prove fuccefsful, and every thingwould be lofl fliould

It be unprofperous. He was anlwered by lord Town-
fhend, who affirmed, that his majefty had received

pofitive and certain information with refped: to the

fecret article of alliance between the courts of
Vienna and Madrid, in favour of the pretender,

though the fafety of the ftate did not permit him
to lay thefe advices before the parliament. After
much altercation, the majority relblved, that the

meafures his majelly had thought fit to take, were

honourable, juit, and neceflary, for preventing
the execution of the dangerous engagements en-
tered into in favour of the pretender ; for preferv-

ing the dominions belonging to the crown of Great-
Britain by folemn treaties, and particularly thofe

of Gibraltar and the ifland of Minorca; and for

maintaining to his people their moil valuable rights
and privileges of commerce, and the peace and

tranquillity of Europe. Seventeen lords entered
a proteft againft this refolution. Difputes of the

lame nature arofe from the fame fubjed in the
lower houfe. Lord Towniliend had afBrmed in

the houJe of peers, that no promife of refcorino-

Gibraitar had been made : Sir Robert Walpole
evened fuch a promife in the houfe of commons :

a morion was made for an addrefs, defiring thefe

engagements might be layed before the houfe :

another member moved for a copy of the memo-
rial prefented by Mr. Foyntz to the king of Swe«

den, and for the fecret offenfive article between the

courts of Vienna and Madrid : a third motion was
made to addrefs the king for fuch memorials and

reprefentations
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I'eprefentatlons from the courts of Sweden and -"^-^ '7^^.

Denmark, as induced him, in the courfe of the

preceding year, to fend a fquadron to the Baltic.

In the account of the money granted for the fer-

vice of the lail year, there was an article of one
hundred and twenty-five thoufand pounds charged
in general terms, as iffued out for other engage-
ments and expences, over ?.nd above fuch as were

fpecified. Mr. Puiteney nioved for an addrefs on
this fubjedl; but each of thefe motions was reje<5t-

ed on a divifion
•,
and the majority concurred in art

addrefs of thanks to his majefty, for the great wif-

dom of his conduct. They exprefTed the mofl

implicit confidence in his goodnefs and difcretion :

they pre mifed to fupport him in all fuch further

meafures as he fnould find neceiTary and expedient
for preventing a rupture •,

and for the honour and

advantage of thefe kingdoms.
His majelly's fpeech gave fuch um.brage to the Memorial of

court of Vienna, that Mr. Palms, the Imperial f"-
^[[Jim ^™ai

fident at London, was ordered to prefent a v/arm refident,

memorial to the king, and afterwards to publifh it

to the whole nation. In this bold remonflrance,
the king was charged with having declared from
the throne, as certain and undoubted fa6ts, feveral

things that were either v/refted, mifreprefented, or

void of all foundation. The memoriahfl affirmed,
that the treaty of Vienna was built on the qua-
druple alliance : that the treaty of commerce v/as

calculated to prom.otc the mutual and lawful advan-

tages of the fubjedls of both parties, agreeably
to the law of nations : and in no refpedl prejudi-
cial to the Britifh nation. He declared, that there

was no offenfive alliance concluded between the

two crowns : that the fuppofed article relating to

the pretender, v/as an abfolute falfnood : that the

infinuation with refpect to the fiege of Gibraltar

was equally untrue, his mailer having made no

cRgage-
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were Ipecified in the treaty communicated to his

Britannic majefty. He faid, the hoftihties notori-

oufly committed in the V/eil-indies, and elfe-

where, againft the king of Spain, in violation of

treaties, feemed to juftify that prince's undertak-

ing the fiege of Gibraltar. Finally, he demand-

ed, in the name of his Imperial majefty, fuitable

reparation for the injury his honour had fuftained

from fuch calumnious imputations. Both houfes

of parliament expreifed their indignation at the

infolence of this memorial, in an addrefs to his

majefty ; and Mr. Palms was ordered to depart
the kingdom. Virulent declarations were prefent-
ed by the minifters of the emperor and king of

Great-Britain, to the diet of the empire at Ratif-

bon ; and fuch perfonal reflections retorted be-

tween thefe two potentates, that all hope of re-

conciliation vanidied.

King George, in order to fecure himfelf againft
the impending ftorm, entered into more ftrid en-

gagements v/ith the French king ; and agreed
to pay fifty thoufand pounds for three years to the

king of Sweden, in confideration of that prince's

holding in readinefs a body of ten thoufand troops
for the occaiions of the alliance. He concluded a

frelh treaty with the king of Denmark, who pro-
mifed to furnifti a certain number of auxiliaries,

on account of a large fubfidy granted by the king
of France. The proportions of troops to be fent

into the field, in cafe of a rupture, were afcertain-

ed. His Britannic majefty engaged for four and

twenty thoufand mxcn, and a ftrong fquadron to

Convention ^^^ ^^^t into tlic Baltic. He made a convention
withsweden with the prince of HeiTe-Cafiel, who undertook to

c^iki
"^

provide eight thoufand infantry and four thoufand

horfe, in confideration of f<::venty-four thoufand

pounds to be payed by Great- Britain immediately,
and
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ihould be required, befides their pay and fub-

fiitence. Such was tht fruit of all the alliances fo Anmur

indullrioufiy planted fince the acceiTion of
king^^^f"-^'^''^

George to the throne of Great- Britain. In theLive^ofthe

day of his trouble, the king of Prufiia, who had^"^^^'^'*

efpoufed his daughter, deferted his interefl
•,
and

the iciUes-general itood aloof. For the fecurity of

his German dominions, he had recourfe to the

king of France, who was a precarious ally ; to the

kings of Sweden and Denmark, and the princi-

pahty of Heffe-Caffei : but none of thefe pov/ers
would contribute their aifiilance, without being

gratified with exorbitant fub Tidies, though the

danger was common, and the eiTorts ought to have

been equal. Inllead of aliirs, they profefied them-

ielves mercenaries. Great-Britain paid them for

the defence of their own dominions : ihe mors-

over undertook to maintain a powerful fleet for

their fifety. Is there any Briton fo w^eak as to

think, or fo fool-hardy as to affirm, that this was a

Bri'dfli quarrel ?

For the fupport of thofe expenfive treaties, Mr. ^' ^* ^7^7.

Scroope, fecretary of the treafury, moved in the

houfe of commons, that, in the malt-tax bill, they
fliould infert a claufe of appropriation, impowering
the king to apply fuch funis as Ihouid be neceflfary

for defraying the expence^ and engagements
which had been or fliould be made before the

twenty-fifth day of September, in concerting fuch

meafures as he fliould tliink mod conducive to

the lecurity of trade, and refloring the peace of

Europe. To little purpofe did the members in

the oppofition urge, that this method of afking
and granting fupplies was unparliamentary : that

fuch a claufe would render inefi"eci:ual diac appro-

priation of the pubhc money, which the wifdom

of all f arliapents had thought a neceffary fecurity

againft



crsait.

320 H I S T d R Y OP E N G L AND,
A. c. 1727. againll milapplication, which was the more to be

feared, as no provifion was made to call any per^
Ion to account for the money that Hiould be dif-

pofed of by virtue of this claufe : that great fums

had already been granted : that fuch an unlimited

power ought never to be given in a free govern-
ment : that fuch confidence in the crown might,
throuRTi the influence of evil minifters, -be a^ttend-

ed with the mod dangerous confequences : that

the conflitution could not be preferved, but by a

Uriel adherence to thofe ellential parliamentary
forms of granting fupplies upon eflimates, and of

appropriating thele fupplies to fei*vices and occa-

fions publicly avowed and judged neceffary : that

fuch claufes, if not feafonably checked, would be-

come fo frequent, as in time to lodge in the crown
and in the minifters an abfolute and uncontroul-

able power of raifing money upon the people,
which by the conflitution is, and with fafety cari

only be, lodged in the whole legiilature. The
^°'^^^

motion was carried, the claufe added, and the bill

pafled through the other houfe without amend-

ment, though not without oppofidon. Notvvith-

ftanding this vote of credit, Sir William Yonge
moved, that towards the fupply granted tp the

king, the fum of three hundred and feventy thou-

fand pounds fhould be raifed by loans on ex-

chequer-bills, to be charged on the furplus of the

duties on coal and culm, v/hich was referved for

the parliament's difpoial. Though this motion

was vigoroufly oppofed by Sir Joleph Jekyil and

Mr. Puiteney, as a dangerous deviation from fe-

veral votes and acts of parliament, by which the

exceedings of the public funds were appropriated
to the difcharo-e of the national debt, or to the

increafe of the finking-fund, it was carried by
the majority.

Oh
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On the fifteenth day of May the parliament was ^' ^' ^T^i.

prorogued, after the king had acknowledged their

zeal, liberality, and difpatch •,
and given them to

underiland, that the fiege of Gibraltar was a6lually

begun. The trenches wex^e opened before this
Q-brj°.,rbf

fortrcfs on the eleventli day of February, by the the Spaj\i>

Conde-de-las Torres, at the head of twenty thou-
""^ ^'

fand men. The place was well provided for

a defence ; and the old earl of Portrr.ore, who
was governor, embarked v/ith a reinforcement

from England, under convoy of a fleet commiind-
ed by Sir Charles Wager. He arrived at Gibral-

tar in the beginning of April, where he landed the

troops, v/ith a great quantity of ammunition, war-

like {lores, and four and twenty pieces of cannon.

At the fame time, five hundred men arrived fro:n

Minorca
;,. fo that the garrifon amounted to fix:

thouland, who w^ere plentifully fupplied with frelh

provifions from the coail of Barbary, and treated

the efforts of the befiegers with great contempt;
The Hates-general being apprehenfive of an at-

tempt upon their barrier in the Netherlands, de-

fired the kino; v/ould hold in readinefs the ten

thoufand auxiUaries ftipulated in the treaty. They
were imimediately prepared for embarkation, and
the forces of England were augmented with thirty

new-raifed companies. Sir John Norris fct fail

with a pov/erful fleet for the Baltic, and was joined

by a Danifli fquadron ; but the czarina dying oa

the feventeenth day of May, he had no occafion to

commit hoililities, as the Ruflian armiament was

laid afide.

Mean while, the powers at variance, though ex-

tremely irritated againft each other, were all equal-

ly averfe to a war that might again embroil all

Europe. The king of France interpofed his me-

diation, which was conduded by the duke of

Richelieu, his ambaflTador at Vienna. Plans and

N°. 97. y counter-



r'es of

peace,

322 HISTORYofENGLAND.
A. c. 1727, counter-plans of pacification were propofed between
Prdimina- the two crowHs and the allies. At length all par-

ties agreed to twelve preliminary articles, which
were figned in May at Paris, by the minifters of

the Hanover alliance, and afterwards at Vienna, by
the Imperial and SpaniHi ambaffadors. They im-

ported, that hoftilities ihould immediately ceafe :

that the charter of the Oltend company fhouid be

fufpended for feven years j and that a congrefs
fhouid in four months be opened at Aix-la-

Chapelle, for adjufling all differences, and con-

folidating the peace of Europe. This congrefs
was afterwards transferred to SoifTons, for the

conveniency of the French minifter, whofe prefence
was neceifary at court. The fiege of Gibraltar

was raifed, after it had lafled four months, during
which the Spaniards loft a great number of men

by ficknefs, while the garrifon fuflained very little

damage. The court ot Madrid, however, ftarted

feme new difficulties, and for fome time would

not confent to the reftitution of the South-fea fhip,

which had been detained at La Vera Cruz, in the

Weft-Indies
*,

fo that Sir Charles Wager continued

to cruize on the coaft of Spain. But thefe objec-
tions were removed in the fequel.

King George having appointed a regency, em-
barked at Greenwich on the third day of June, and

landing in Holland on the feventh, fet out on his

journey to Hanover. He v/as fuddenly feized v/ith

a paralytic diforder on the road, lofl; the faculty
of fpeech, became lethargic, was conveyed in a

fharlae'i ftatc of infcnfibility to Ofnahrug, where he expired
pfking on Sunday the eleventh day of June, in the fixty-
George .

gjgj^^i^ y^^j. Qf i^;^ 2g^^ ^Pj(^ \ri the thirteenth of his

reign. George I. was plain and ftmple in his per-
fon and addrefs

-, grave and compofed in his de-

portment, though eafy, familiar, and facetious in

his hours of relaxation. Before he afcended the

thron *»^
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throne of Great-Britain, he had acquired the cha- ^' ^- '7»7«

rafter of a circumrpe6l general, a juft and merciful

prince, and a wife politician, who perfedtly un-

derilood, and ileadily purfued his own intereft.

V/ith thefe qualities, it cannot be doubted but that

he came to England extremely well difpofed to

govern his new fubjedls according to the maxims
of the Britilh conftitution, and the genius of the

people ; and, if ever he feemed to deviate from
thefe principles, we may take it for granted, that

he was milled by the venal fuggeflions of a mini-

ftry whofe power and influence were founded on

corruption *.

*
George I. married the prin- been queftioned fince his pofl-

cefs Sophia Dorothy, daughter humous works appeared : great
and heircls of the duke of progrefs vvas made in ma-

Zell, by whom he had his thematics and ailronomy, by
prefent majefty George II. and Wallis, Halley, and Flam-
the late queen of Pruflia. The ftead : the art of medicine

king's body was conveyed to owed fome valuable improve-
Hanover, and interred among mentstotheclafiicalDr.Freind,

fiis ancertors. and the elegant Dr. Mead.
From the death ofCharles II. Among the poets of this asra

to this period, England made we number John Phillips, au«

a confiderable figure in every thor of a didaiflic poem called

branch of literature. Dr. At- Cyder, a performance of real

terbury and Dr. Clarke dillin- merit ; he lived and died in

guimed themfelves in divinity : obfcurity : William Congreve*
Mr. Whillon wrote in defence celebrated for his comedies,

of arianifm : John Locke {hone which are not fo famous for

forth the great reftorer of hu- ftrength of character and power
man reafon : Cudworth traced of humour, as for wit, ele-

the whole labyrinth of meta- gance, and regularity : Van-

phyfical argumentation : the brugh, who wrote with more
earl of Shaftlbury raifed an ele- nature and fire, though with

gant, though feeble, fyftem of lefs art and precifion : Steele,

moral philofophy : Berkeley, who in his comedies fuccefs*

afterwards bifliop of Cloyne in fully ingrafted modern charac-

Ireland, furpafied all his co- ters ontheantientdrama: Far-

temporaries in fubtlety and quhar, who drew his piv^ures

variety of metaphyfical argu- from fancy rather than from

nients, as well as in the art of nature, and whofe chief merit

dedudion : lord Bolingbroke's confifls in the agreeable pert-

talents as a metaphyfician have nefs and vivacity of his dia-

logue:
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A. C, J 727. logue : Addifon, whofe fame lyric poetry, unrivalled in fa-

as a poet greatly exceeded his tire, ethics, and polilhed ver-

genius, which was cold and fification : the agreeable Par-

enervate; though he yielded nel : the wild, the witty, and

to none in the character of an the whimfical Garth : Gay,

cflayift,
either for ftyle or mat- whofe fables may vie with thofe

ter: Swift, whofe mufe feems of La Fontaine, in native hu-

to have been meer mifan- mour, eafe, and fimplicity:

thropy. He was a cynic ra- and whofe genius for paftoral

ther than a poet ; arxd his na- was truly original. Dr. Bent-

tural dtynefs and farcaflic fe- ley ftood foremoft in the lift of

verity would have been un- critics and commentators. Sir

pleafing, had not he qualified Chriftopher Wren raifed fom«

'them by adopting the extra- noble monuments of architec-

vagant humour of Lucian and ture. The moft remarkable

Rabelais: Prior, lively, fami- political writers were Dave-

liar, and amufing : Rowe, fo- nant. Hare, Swift, Steele, Ad-

lemn, florid, and declama- difon, Bolingbroke, and Trea^

•cry : Pope, the prince of chard*

GEORGg
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T the acceflion of George II. the nation a. c. 1747.

_ ^ had great reafon to wiih for an alteration

bfmeafures. The public debt, notwithftanding acend?the

the boafted occonomy and management of the

miniflers; notwithftanding the finking-fund,

which had been extolled as a growing treafure

facred to the difcharge of national incumbrances,

was now increafed to fifty millions two hundred

fixty-onc thoufand two hundred and fix pounds,

nineteen ihillings, eight-pence, three farthings.

The kingdom was bewildered in a labyrinth of

treaties and conventions, by which it ftood en-

gaged in pecuniary fubfidies to many powers up-

on the continent, with whom its real interefts

could never be cohne6ted. The wealth of the

nation had been lavifhed upon thefc foreign con-

nexions ; upon unneireflary wars and fruitlefs

expeditions. Dangerous encroachment had been

made upon the conftitution by the repeal of the

ad for triennial parliaments; by frequent fuf-

penfions
of the Habeas corpus ad upon frivo-

lous occafions i by repealing claufes in the ad of

fettlement ; by votes of credit j by habituating

the people to a ftanding army -,
and above all,

byeftablifhing a fyftem of corruption,which at all

times would fecure a majority in parliament..

The nature of prerogative, by which the liber-

ties of the nation had formerly been io often en-

NuMB.XCVIIL . Z dangered.
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dangered, was now fo well underftood, and fb

fecurely reftrained, that it could no longer be

ufed for the fame opprefTive purpofes : befides,

an avowed extenfion of the prerogative required

more ability, courage, and refolution, than the

prefent miniftry could exert. They underftood

their own ftrength, and had recourfe to a more

fafe and efFedlual expedient. The vice, luxury,

aud proftitution of the age, the almoft total ex-

tindion of fentiment, honour, and public fpirit,

had prepared the minds of men for (lavery and

corruption. The means were in the hands of

the miniftry : the public treafure was at their

devotion : they multiplied places and penfions
to increafe the number oftheir dependents : they

fquandered away the money of the nation with-

out tafte, difcernment, decency, or remorfe :

they enliftcd an army of the moft abandoned

emifiaries, whom they employed to vindicate

the worft meafures, in the face of truth, com-

mon fenfe, and common honefty ; and they did

not fail to ftigmatize as Jacobites and enemies

to the government, all thofe who prefumed to

queftion the merit of their adminiftration.

The fupreme diredlion of affairs was not yet

engrofted by a fingle minifter. Lord Townfhend
had the reputation of conducing the external

tranfadions relating to treaties and negotia-
tions. He is faid to have underftood that pro-

vince, tho' he did not always follow the didates

of his own anderftanding. He poftefTed an ex-

tenfive
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Venfive fund of knowledge; and was well ac- a. 0.17:^7.

quainted with the fundions of his office. The
diike of N. his collegue, was not remarkable for

any of thefe qualifications ; he owed his promo-
tion to his uncommon zeal for the illuflrious

houfe of Hanover, aed to the flrertgthof his in-

terefl in parliament, rather than to his judg-

ment, precifion, or any other intelle6lual merit.

Lord C. who may be counted an auxiliary, tho'

not immediately concerned in the adminiftration,

had diftinguifhed himfelf in the character of en-

voy at feveral courts in Europe. He had at-

tained an intimate knowledge of all the different

interefLS and connexions fubfifting among the

powers of the continent ; and he infinitely fur-

pafled all the minifLcrs in learning and capacity.
"

He was, indeed, the only man of genius employ-
ed under this government. He fpoke with eafe

and propriety ; 'his conceptions v/ere juft and

lively; his inferences bold
-,
his counfels vigorous

and warm. Yet he depreciated his talents by

a<5Ving in a fubordinate character to thofe whom
he defpifed -,

and feemed to look upon the per-

aicious meafures of a bad miniftry with filent

contempt, rather than with avowed deteilation.
,

The interior government of Great-Britain was

chiefly managed by Sir Robert W. a man of ex-

traordinary talents, who had from low begin-

nings raifed himfelf to the head of the trealury.

Having obtained a feat in the lower houfe, he

declared himlelf one of the moft forward parti-

Z 2 fans
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AX, 17*1' fans of the Whig fadion. He was endued witfe

a fpecies of eloquence^ which, though neither

nervous nor elegant, flowed with great facility,

and was fo plaufible on all fubjeds, that even

when he mifreprefented the truth, whether from

ignorance or defign, he feldom failed to perfuade

that part of his audience for whofc hearing his

harangue was chiefly intended. He was well ac-

quainted with the nature of the public funds,

and underftood the whole myfl:ery of fl:ock-job-

bing. This knowledge produced a connexion

between him and the money-corporations, which

ferved to enhance his importance. He perceiv-

ed the bulk of mankind were adluated by a for-

did thirfl of lucre ; had fagacity enough to con-

. vert the degeneracy of the times to his own ad-

vantage ; and on this, and this alone, he found-

ed the whole fuperfl:ru6ture of his fubfequent ad-

miniflrration. In the late reign he had, by dint

of fpeaking decifiveiy to every queilion, by bold-

ly impeaching the condufl of the Tory minifters,-

by his activity in eleftions, and engaging as ar

projedor in the fchemes of the monied interefl:,

become a leading member in the houfe of com-

mons. By his fufFerings under the Tory parlia-

ment, he attained the rank of a martyr to his

party : his interefl:, his reputation, and his pre-

fiimprion daily increafed : he oppofed Sunder-

land as his rival in power, and headed a danger-

ous defeftion from the miniflirv, which evinced

the greatnefs of his influence and authority. He
had
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Eadthe glory of being principally concerned in '^. c. 1727.

efFedling a reconciliation between the late king
and the prince of Wales : then he was reaflb-

ciated in the adminiftration with additional cre-

dit i and, from the death of the carls of Sunder- '

land and Stanhope, he had been making long
flrides towards the office of prime minifter. He
knew the maxims he had adopted would fub-

jed him to the hatred, the ridicule, and reproach
of fome individuals, who had not yet refigned

all fentimcnts of patriotifm, nor all views of op-

pofition : but the number of thefe was inconfi-

derable when compared to that which conftituted

the body of the community j and he would not

fuffer the confideration of fuch antagonifts to

come in competition with his fchemes of power,

affluence, and authority. Neverthelefs, low as

he had humbled antiminifterial aflbciation, it re-

quired all his artifice to elude, all his patience

and natural phlegm, to bear the powerful argu-

ments that we-re urged, and the keen fatire that

was exercifed againft his meafures and manage-

rnent, by a few members in the oppofition. Sir

William Wyndbam poflefiTed all the energy of

elocution
•,

Mr. Shippen was calm, intrepid,

flirewd, and farcaftic ; Mr. Hungerford fly, in-

finuating, and ironical. Mr. W. P. inherited

from nature a good underftanding, which he had

fludioufly cultivated. He was one of the moft

learned members in the houfe of commons, ex-

tremely well cjiialified
to judge of literary pro-

Z 3 du(5lions j .
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A,c, 1727- duclions; well read in hiflory and politics 5

deeply fkilled in the Britilh conftitution, the de-

tail of government, and the nature of the finan-

ces. He fpoke with freedom, fluency, and un-

common warmth of declamation, which was faid

to be the effect of perfonal animofity to Sir R.

W. with whom he had been formerly con-

ne6led.

An exprefs arriving on the fourteenth day of

June with an account of the late king's death,

his prefent majefcy king George II. repaired from

Richmond, where he received this intelligence,

to Leicefter-houfe ; and the members of the

privy-council being aiTembled, were fworn a- new.

The king declared his firm purpofe to preferve

the conftitution in church and flate, and to

cultivate thofe alliances which his father had

made with foreign princes. At the fame time

he took and fubfcribed the oath for the fccurity

of the church of Scotland, as required by the adt

of union. Next day he was proclaimed king of

Great-Britaio. The parliament alfembled in pur-

fuance of the adl made for that purpofe ; but

was immediately prorogued by commifTion to

the twenty- feventh day of the month. All the

great ofHcers of frate continued in their places :

Sir Robert Walpole kept poifefTjon of the trea-

fury ; and the fyftem of politics which the late

king eflabllfhed underwent no fort of alteration.

The king, in his fpcech to both houfes at the

opening of the fefTion, profeffed a fixed refolu-?

tm
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tion to merit the love and affe6lion of his pea a* c- 17^7.

pie, by maintaining them in the full enjoyment
of their religious and civil rights. He promifed

to lefTen the public expence as foon as the cir-

cumilances of affairs would permit : he obferved

to the commons, that the grant of the greateft

part of the civil-lift revenues was now determin-

ed ; and that it would be neceflary for them to

make a newprovifion for the fupport of him and

his family: and he recommended it to both

houfcs to difpatch the bufinefs that Ihould be ne-

cefTarily brought before them, as the feafon of

the year and the circumftances of time required

their prefence in the country. AddrefTes of condo-

lance and congratulation being drawn up and

prefented, the commons, in a committee of the

^hole houfe, took into corifideration a motion f<5r

a fupply to his majefty. Sir Robert Walpole Debates in

having obferved, that the annual fum of feven
Concerning

hundred thoufand pounds granted to and fettled
.^.^^

''"^^'

on the late king, had fallen Ihort every year ; and,

that his prefent majefty's expences were likely to

increaie by reafon of the largenefs of his famHy,

moved, that the intire revenues of the civillifl,

which produced about eight hundred thoufand

pounds per annum, fhould be fettled on the king

during his life. Mr. Skippen oppofed this mo-

tion, as inconfident with the trufl: repofed in

them as reprefentatives of the people, who ought
to be very frugal in exercifing the right of giv^

ing away the public money. Me faid^ the fiim

Z 4 45f
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A. 0,1727. of feycn hundred thoufand pounds w^s not ob-
tained for his late majefty without a

long and
folemn debate

•,
and every member who contend-

ed for it at that tirne, allowed it to be an ample

^oyal revenue : that although his majefty's fa-

mily fhould be enlarged, a circumftance which

had been urged as one reafon for the motion, he

prefumed the appointments of prince Frederick

would be much inferior to thofe fettled on his

prefent majefty when he was prince of Wales ;

befides, it was to be hoped, that many perfonal,

many particular expences in the late reign, efpcr-

cially thofe for frequent journies to Hanover,

would be difcontinued, and intirely ceafe. He
pbferved, that the civil-lift branches in the

queen's reign did not often exceed the fum of

five hundred and fifty thoufand pounds ; never-

thelefs, Ihe called upon her parliament hut once

in a reign of thirteen years, to pay the debts con*

traded in her civil government j and, thefe were

occafioned by the unparaleUed inftances of hex

piety and generofity. She gave the firft fruits

and tenths, arifing to nineteen thoufand pounds
a year, as an augmentation of the maintenance

pf the poor clergy. She beftowed five thoufand

pounds per annum, out of the poftoffice, on

the duke of Marlborough: fhe fuffered fcven

hundred pounds to be charged weekly on the

fame office, for the fervice of the public : Ihe

expended feveral hundred thouiand pounds

in building the caftle of Blenheim ; fhe al-

lowed
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lowed four thoufand pounds annually to prince a. c. 1717.

Charles of Denmark : fhe fuflained great lofTes

by the tin-CQntra6l : fhe fgpported the poor Pa-

latines : fhe exhibited many other proofs of royal

bounty, and, immediately before her death, fhe

had formed a plan of retrenchment-, which

would have reduced her yearly expences to four

hundred and fifty- nine thoufand nine hundred

and forty-one pounds. He affirmed, that a mil-

lion a -year would not be fufficient to carry on the

exorbitant expences, fo often and fo juftly com-

plained of in the houfe of commons : that over

and above the yearly allowance of feven hundred

thoufand pounds, many occafional taxes, many
exceffive fums were raifed, and all funk in the

bottomlefs gulph of fecret fervice. Two hun-

dred and fifty thoufand pounds were raifed in de-

fiance of the antient parliamentary methods, to

iecure the kingdom from a Swedifh invafion;

then the two infurance-offices were eredted, and

payed near three hundred thoufand pounds for

their charters : our enmity with Sweden being

changed into alliance, a fubfidy of feventy- two

thoufand pounds was implicitly granted, to ful-

fil fome fecret engagement with that crown:

four and twenty thoufand pounds were given for

burning merchant fhips arrived from infe6i:€d

places, though the goods, which ought to have

been deftroyed for the public fafety, were after-

wards privately (oM, a fum of live hundred

thoufand pounds was demanded and granted, for
"

> paying;
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paying the debts of the civil-lift ; and his maje-

fty declared, by meffage, he was refoived to re-

trench hisexpences for the future. Notwithftand-

ing this refoluxion, in lefs than four years, a new

demand of the like fum was made and granted,

to difcharge new incumbrances : the Spanilh

fliips of war which admiral Byng took in the

Mediterranean, were fold for a confiderable fum

of money : one hundred and twenty-five thou-

fand pounds were granted in the laft feflion, to

be fecretly difpofed of for the public utility •,
arid

there was flili a debt in the civil government,

amounting to above fix hundred thoufand pounds.
He took notice, that this amazing extravagance

happened under theconduft ofperfons pretending
to furpafs all their predeceflbrs in the knowledge
and care of the public revenue : that as none of

thefe funis had been accounted for, they were, in

ail probability, employed in fervices not fit to be

owned. He faid, he heartily wifhed that time,

the great difcoverer of hidden truths, and con-

cealed iniquities, might produce a lift of all luch

as had been perverted from their public duty by

private penfions ; who had been the hired flaves,

and the corrupt inftrumcnts of a profufe and

vain-glorious adminiftration. He propofed,

that inftead of granting an addition to the civil-

lift, they ihould reftridl that revenue to a certain

fum, by concluding the queftion with thefe

words,
" in like manner as they were granted and

l^ continued to his late majefty, fo as to make up
*« the
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** the clear yearly fum of feven hundred thoufand a. c 1727.

**
pounds.'* To thefe particulars, which were in-

deed unanfwerable, no reply was made. Even

this mark of decency was layed afide as idle and

fuperfluous. The houfe agreed to the motion ;

and a bill was brought in for the better fupport

of his majefty's houfliold. The commons hav-

ing received a meflage from the king, defining

they would make further provifion for the queen
his confort, refolved, That in cafe flie fhould

furvive his majefly,
the fum of one hundred

thoufand pounds fliould be fettled upon her for

life, charged upon the revenues of the civil lift,

together with his majefty's palace of Somerfet-

houfe, and Richmond Old Park. A bill was

formed on this refolution, which, as well as the

other, pafTed both houfes ; and received the

royal affent on the feventeenth day of July, when

the king, in a fpeech to both houfes, expreiTed

his fatisfa6lion with their condu6t ; and congra-

tulated them upon the wealth and glory of the

nation, by which they had acquired fuch weight

in holding the balance of Europe. Then the

Jord- chancellor prorogued the parliament to the

twenty-ninth day of Auguft ; but on the leventh

of that month a proclamation was ilTued for dif-

folving this and convoking another.

In the interim fome changes were made in cha-^gn

different departments of civil oeconomy. Lord
^"'Jj"'"^'*'

yifcount Torrington v/as placed at the head of

^he ^drriiralty : the earl of Weftmorcland was

ap.
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plantations. Philip Dormer Stanhope, earl of

Chefterfield, a nobleman remarkable for his wit,

eloquence, and polillied manners, was nomi-

nated ambafiador to the Hague. The privy^

council being diflblved, another was appointed

of the members then prefent. The duke of

Devonfhire was dignified with the place of pre-

fident i and the duke of St. Alban's was ap-

pointed mafler of the horfe. On the eleventh

day of 06lober the coronation of the king and

queen was performed at Weflrminfter-abbey,

with the ufuai folemnity *. By this time the

courts of France and Spain were perfedlly recon-

ciled : ail Europe was freed from the calamities

of war
•,

and the peace of Great-Britain fuffer-

cd no interruption, except from fome tranfient

tumults among the tinners of Cornwall, who,

being provoked by a fcarcity of corn, rofe in

arms, and plundered the granaries of that

county.

The elections in England and Scotland for

the parliament having fucceedcd on the new

• King George IT. aftended the one thoufand feven hundred and

•in-one in the forty- fourth jear of kvcn
j and William Auguftus, bora

his age. On the fecond day of Sep- at London on the fifteenth day of

tember, one thoufand feven hundred April, one thoufand feven hundred
and five, he efpoufed the princefs and twenty- one : ihe had likcwife

Wilnelmina Charlotte Caroline, born four prlncefTes, namely, Anns,
dau^ter to John Frederick marquis Amelia, Carolina, Mary, and waa
of Brandetiburgh-Anfpach, by whom afterwards delivered of Louifa^ mar-
he had two fons, Frederic Lewis "ed in thefeijuel to the king of Dcn-

princc of Wales, born at Hanover mark,

oa the thirty-iiril day of January,

fyfteniji
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fyftem, according to the wifhes of the mlniftry,
a. c. 1727.

the two houfes met on the twenty- third day of

January, when the commons unanimoufly chofe

for their fpeaker Arthur Onflow efquire, knight
of the fhire for Surrey, a gentleman of exten-

five knowledge, worth, and probity, grave, elo-

quent, venerable, and every way qualified for

the difcharge of that honourable and important
office. The king, in his fpeech to this new par-

liament, declared, that by the laft advices from

abroad, he had reafon to hope the difficulties

which had hitherto retarded the execution of the

preliminaries, and the opening of the congrefs,

would foon be intirely removed : in the meari

time he reprefented the abfolute neceffity of con-

tinuing the preparations which had hitherto fe-
"^

cured the nation, and prevented an open rupture

in Europe. He promifed, that his firft care*

Ihould be to reduce from time to time the ex-

pence of the public, as often, and as foon as the

intereft and fafety of his people would permit
fuch redudlion. He exprefled an earneft defire

of feeing the foundation layed of an effedual

fcheme for the increafe and encouragement of

feamen in general, that they might be invited

rather than compelled into the fervice of their

country. Finally, he recommended unanimity,

zeal, and difpatch of the public bufmefs. Thofe

fpeeches, penned by the minifter, were com.-

pofed with a view to foothe the minds of the

people into an immediate concurrence with the

meafures
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intention of performing thofe promifes of oeco-

nomy, reformation, and national advantage.

The two houfes feemed to vie with each other*

in exprefTions of applaufe and afFe6tion to his

majefly. The lords, in their addrefs, hailed

him as the befl of kings, and true father of his

country. The commons exprefled the warmeft

fenfe of gratitude for the bleffings they enjoyed
in his reign, though it was not yet eight months

old. They approved of all his tranfa6lions 5

promifed to fupport him in all his undertak-

ings ; and declared they would chearfully grant

whatever fupplies fhould be wanted for the public

fervice. Having confidered the eftimates which

were laid before them by order of his majefty,

tliey voted two and twenty thoufand, nine hun-

dred and fifty-five men for guards and garrifons ;

and fifteen thoufand feamen for the fervice of the

enfuing year. They granted two hundred and

thirty thoufand, nine hundred and twenty-three

pounds, for the maintenance of twelve thoufand

. Heflian troops ; a fubfidy of fifty thoufand

pounds to the king of Sweden
•,
and half that

ibm to the duke of Brunfwick Wolfembuttle,-

The expence of the year amounted to four mil-

lions, raifed by a land-tax of three ihillings iit

the pound, a malt-tax, and by borrowing of the

bank one million, {even hundred and fifty thou-

fand pounds ; for which annuities to the amount

of fcvcnty thoufand pounds, to be raifed by duties

on
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on coals imported into the city of London, were a. c. 17^7.

granted to that corporation.

All thefe fums, however, we-e not granted

without queftion. The number of land-forces

occafioned a debate ; and tlfe Heffian auxiliaries

were not allowed without difpute and oppofi*

tion. When they deliberated on the loan of the

bank, Mr. W. Pulteney obferved, that the

Ihifting of funds was but perpetuating taxes,

and putting off the evil day : that notwith-

ftanding the great merit which fome perfons had

built on the fmking fund, it appeared that the

national debt had been increafed fince the fcz-

ting up that pompous projed. Some warm al-

tercation palled between him and Sir Robert

Walpole on this fubjed. The lord- mayor, al-

dermen, and common-council of London, pre-

fented a petition, fetting forth, that the duties

already laid upon coals and culm imporred into

London, afFeded the trade of that city only ;

that the inequality of the burden was a great dif-

couragement to their manufadures, and an

hardfhip upon all the trading inhabitants. The

petition was rejeded, and the tax impofed.

The houfe having addrefTed the king for a par-

ticular and diftindl account of the diilribution

of two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds,

charged to have been iffued for fecuring the

trade and navigation of the kingdom, and pre-

ferving and reiloring the peace of Europe , he

declined granting their requeft, but fignified
in

general,
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A.C. X72?. general, that part of the money had been iffued

and difburfed by his late majefty, and the re-

mainder by himfelf, for carrying on the fame

neceflary fervices, which required the greateH

fecrecy. Such a meflage in the reign of king
Williani would have raifed a dangerous flame

in the houfe of commons. Mr. W. Pulteney

inveighed againft fuch a vague and general way
of accounting for the public money, as tending

to render parliaments altogether infignificant^

V to cover embezzlements, and to fcrcen corrupt

and rapacious miriifters. The commons having

taken into confideration the ftate of the na-

tional debt, examined the accounts, and inter-

rogated the proper officers
*,
a motion was made

by a court-member, that it appeared the monies

already iflued and applied towards difcharging

the national debt, together with a fum to be

ifTued at Lady-day, am.oiinted to fix millions

fix hundred forty- eight thoufand feven hun-

dred and fixty-two pounds, five fhillingsj one

fienny, one farthing. In vain did the leaders

of the oppofition expofe the fallacious tendency
of this motion. In vain did they demonftrate

the fraudulent artifice ufed in drawing up the

accounts : the motion was carried
•,
and feveral

refolutions were taken on the ftate of the na*

tional debts. In the particular account of thefe

debts, upon v/hich the houfe refolved to form

a reprefentation to his majefty, an article of

three hundred thoufand pounds relating to the

duty
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duty upon wrought plate, was totally omitted. -*- c. 1728.

This extraordinary ocniiTion being difcovered,

gave rife to a very warm debate, and to very

fevere reflexions againft thofe who luperintend-

ed the public accounts. This error being redli- Warmdir-

lied, a committee appointed for the purpofe «rni^the

drew up the reprefentation, containing a parti- Jeb

°"^^

cular detail of the national debts difcharged and

incurred fince the twenty-hfch day of December,
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fix-

teen, with a ftate of the finking fund and of the

public credit. The draught being approved

by the houfe, was prefented to the king, who
received it gracioufly. He took this opportu-

*

nity of faying, that the provifion made for gra-*

dually difcharging the national debt was now
become fo certain and confiderable, that nothing
but fome unforefeen event could alter or dimi-

nifh it : a circumfrance that affgrded the faireft

profpedl of feeing the old debts difcharged,

without any necefiity of incurring new incum-

brances.

This anfwer, fraught with many other exprei- vote ©f

fions of fatherly tendernefs for his people, paved
^'^'^^^'

the way for a meflage to the houfe, demanding
a vote" of credit to fulfil certain engagements
entered into, and concerted with the advice and

concurrence of the laft parliament, for fecuring

the trade and navigation of the kingdom, and

for reftoring and preferving the peace of

Europe. Thoygh a debate en^aed upon this
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Ihould be prefented to his majefly, declaring

the duty and fidelity of the commons, their en-

tire confidence in his royal care and goodnefs,

and their readinefs to enable his majefly to ful-

fil his engagements. A vote of credit pafTed

accordingly. During this fefTion, the peers

were chiefly employed in examining copies of

feveral treaties and alliances which the king

fubmitted to their perufal : they Irkewife pre-

pared a bill for amending the flatute of limita-

tion, which however did not pafs into a law :

they confidered the flate of the national debt ;

a fubjedl fruitful of debates : they paflfed the

hiutiny-bill, and thofe that were fent up from

the commons, touching the fupplies ; together
with an a6l, obliging fliips arriving from in-

fedled places to perform quarentine ; and fome

others of a. more private nature. Thefe bills

having received the royal aflent, the king clofed

the feflion Qn the twenty-eighth day of May,
when he thanked the commons for the effedlual

fupplies they had raifed, and in particular, for

having impowered him to borrow ^vt hundred

thoufand pounds for the difcharge of wages due

to the feamen employed in the navy.

England was at this period quite barren of

remarkable events. The king's uncle Erneit

Auguftus," prince of Brunfwick, duke of York

and bifhop of Ofnabrug, died on the third day
of Augufb, and was fucceeded in the bifliopric

by
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by the eleftor of Cologn, according to the pac- A.c ,7:,8.

turn by which Ofnabrug is alternately polklTed

by the houfe of Brunfwick and that eledor. In

the beginning of December, his majefty's cldeft
^

fon prince Frederick arrived in England from

Hanover, where he had hitherto refided ; was

introduced into the privy-council, and created

prince of Wales. Signior Como, refident from

the duke of Parma, was ordered to quit the

kingdom, b^aufe his mailer payed to the pre-

tender the honours due to the king of Great-

Britain. The congrefs opened at Soifibns, for

determining all difputes among the powers of

Europe, proved ineffedlual. Such difficulties

occurred in fettling and reconciling fo many dif-

ferent pretenfions and intereils, that the con-

trading parties in the alliance of Hanover, pro-

pofed a provifional treaty, concerning which no

definitive aufwer was given as yet by the courts -

of Vienna and Madrid. The fate of Europe,

therefore, continued in fufpence : the Englifh

fleet lay ina6tive and rotting in the Weft-Indies :

the failors perifhe'd miferably, without daring to

avenge their country*s wrongs : while the

Spanifti cruifers committed depredations with

impunity on the commerce of Great -Britain.

The court of Spain, at this juncture, feemed

cold and indifferent with regard to a pacification

with England. It had renewed a good under-
^

ftanding with France, and nov^ flrengthened its

interefl by a double alliance of marriage with

A a 2 thj3
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A. c. 1728. the royal family of Portugal. The infanta of this

A
double^

houfe was betrothed to the prince of Afturias ;

tween^he while the Spamfli infanta, formerly affianced

spain'and
^o the Frcnch king, was now matched with the

Portugal.
prince of Brazil, eldeft fon of his Portuguefe ma-

jefly. In the month of January, the two courts

meet in a wooden houfe built over the little

river Coya that feparates the two kingdoms,
and there the princefies were exchanged.

The parliament of Great-Britain meeting ac-

cording to their lafl prorogation on the twenty-
Jfirfl day of January, the king in his fpeech com-

municated the nature of the negotiation at the

tongrefs ; demanded fuch fupplies as might en-

able him to a6b vigoroufly in concert with his

allies, provided his endeavours to eftablilh an

advantageous peace fhould mifcarry ; and he

, hinted, that the dilatory condudt of the courts

of Vienna and Madrid proceeded in a great mea-

fure from the hopes that were given, of creating

diicontents and divifions among the fubjedls of

Great- Britain. This fuggeftion was a mini-

flerial artifice to inflame the zeal and refentment

of the nation, and intimidate the members in the

oppofition. Accordingly the hint was purfued,

thet^/° and in the addreflfes from both houfes, that could

not fail of being agreeable, confidering the man-

ner in which they were didlated, particular

notice was taken of this article : both peers

and commons exprciTed their deteftation and

abhorrence of thofe, who by fuch bafe and un-

natural

muas.
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natural artifices, fuggefled the means of diftref- ^'^' >728.

ling their country, and clamoured at the incon-

veniencies which they themfelves had occa-

fioned. In thefe addreiles, likewife, the par-

liament congratulated his majefly on the arrival

of the prince of Wales in his Britifh domi-

nions ; and the commons fent a particular

compliment to his royal highnefs on that occa>

fion. The ellimates having been examined in

the ufual form, the houfe voted fifteen thoufand

feamen for the enfuing year ; but the motion

for continuing the fame number pf land-forces

which had been allowed in the preceding year,

was not carried without difpute. All the argu-

ments againft a (landing army in time of peace,

as inconfillent with the Britifh conftitution,

and dangerous to the liberties of the people,

were repeated with great vivacity by Mr. Ship-

pen and Mr. W. Pulteney. Thefe, however,

were anfwered and reprefented as abfurd, by
Mr. Horatio Walpole and Mr. D. two flaunch

adherents of the minifter. The firfl had, in

dcfpite of nature, been employed in different

negotiations : he was blunt, aukward and

flovenly : an orator without eloquence, an am-

balTador without dignity, and a plenipotentiary

without addrefs. The other had natural parts

and acquired knowledge j fppke with confi-

dence ; and in difpute was vain, farcaftic, petu-

lant, and verbofe.

A a 2 The
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A.c.,;,3. The fubfidies to Sweden, HefTe-CafTel, and
Debate on Wolfembuttlc, wcrc coHtinued, notwithflandino-
the lubficies

,

'

^ .
O

toHede the remonftrances of Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr,

Woi'er.'^ Lmwyche, and Mr. Pulteney ; which laft ob-
batti..

ferved, that as the landgrave of HefTe-CalTel,

and the duk^ of Brunfwick Wolfembuttle, ufu-

ally maintained a certain number of troops in

their pay, ;

it was but reafonable that Great-

Britain fhould defray no more than the expence
of the additional forces which thofe powers hacl

raifed, in confequence of their conventions with

the king of 'England. Sir Robert Walpole per-

ceiving, that this remark made an impreiTion

on the houfe, thought it necefTary to vindicate

his meafure : he expatiated upon the wifdom

of the late king, in concluding the Hanover

alliance. He affirmed, that the convention with

Hefle-CalTel had prevented a war in the em-

pire, for which the court of Vienna had made

great preparations : that the emperor had no^

only augmented his own forces by the help of

Spanifh fubfidies, but alfo retained the troops

of three eledlors ; and if he had not been over-

awed by the Heffians, would certainly have re-

jeded the preliminaries, and all other advance^

towards a pacification ; that therefore they ought:

pot to grudge an expence which had already

proved fo beneficial to the tranquillity of;

Europe. Sir Jofeph Jekyll replied, that what-

ever glofs might be put upon fuch meafures,

they were repugnant to the maxims by which

England
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England In former times had fleered and a. c. 172s.

iquared its condu6b with relation to its intereft

abroad: that the navy was the natural ftrength.
of Great-Britain

-,
its beft defence and fecurity :

but if, in order to avoid a war, they fliould be
fo free- hearted as to buy and maintain the forces

of foreign princes, they were never like to fee

an end of fuch extravagant expences. This

gentleman, who exercifed the office of mailer
of the rolls, had approved himfelf a zealous de-

fender of whig principles, was an able lawyer,
a fcnfible fpeaker, and a confcientious patriot.
The fupplies were raifed by a continuation of

the land-tax, the duties upon malt, cyder, and

perry, an additional impofition on unmalted

corn ufed in diftilling, and by fale of annuities

to the bank, not exceeding fifty thoufand pounds

per annum.

Petitions were delivered to the houfe of com-

mons from the merchants of London, Liver-

pool, and Briflol, complaining of the interrupt

tions they had fuffered in their trade for feveral

years, by the depredations of the Spaniards in

the Weft- Indies. Thefe being confidered, the

houfe ordered the lords of the admiralty to pro-

duce the other memorials of the fame kind

which they had received, that they might be

laid before the congrefs at SoilTons ; and ad-

dreffed his majefty for copies of all the letters

and inftrudlions which had been fent to admiral

Holler, and thofe who fucceeded him in the

A a 4 com-
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A.c. i7i2. command of the Weft-India fquadron. Mn

Oglethorpe having been informed of ihocking
cruelties and opprefiions exercifed by goalers

upon their prifoners, moved for an examination

into thefe praflices, and was chofen chairman

of a committee appointed to inquire into the

Commiitee
^^^^ ^^ ^^^ g^^^^ of the kingdom. They began

^oriafpea- y^^i}^ l-}^g Fleet-pHfon, which they vifited in a
irg the ^ ' -^

goals. body : there they found Sir William Rich,

baronet, loaded with irons, by order of Bam-

bridge the warden, to whom he had given fome

flight caufe of offence. They made a difcovery

of many inhuman barbarities which had been

committed by that ruffian, and detedled the

moft iniquitous fcenes of fraud, villany, and ex-

tortion. When the report was made by the

committee, the houfe unanimoufly refolved, that

Thomas Bambridge, ading warden of the Fleet,

had wilfully permitted feveral debtors to efcape ;

had been guilty of the moft notorious breaches

of truft, great extortions, and the higheft crimes

and mifdemeanours in the execution of his of-

fice-, that he had arbitrarily and unlawfully

loaded with irons, put into dungeons, and de-

ftroyed prifoners for debt, under his charge,

treating them in i]\Q: moft barbarous and cruel

manner, in high violation and contempt of the

laws of the kingdom. A refolurion of the fame

nature pafTed againft John Huggins, efquire,

who had been warden of the Fleet-prifon. The

houfe prefented an addrefo to the king, defiring

\^9
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he would dircft his attorney general forthwith, a. c. 1728.

to profecute thefe pcrfons and their accom-

plices, who were committed prifoners to New-

gate. A bill was brought in, difabling Bam-

bridge to execute the office of warden : another

for the better regulating the prifon of the Fleet;

and for more efPecTcual preventing and punifh-

ing arbitrary and illegal pradlices of th^s warden

of the faid prifon.

Other merchants complained by petition of Addr?rs

the lofTes fuflained by the Spaniards. The s^aniX'
houfe, in a grand committee, deliberated on p»^s'^'*"oiis.

this
fubjedl:, inquired into the partic\ilaro, ex-

amined evidence, and drew up an addrefs to

the king, defiring his majefly would be graci-

oufly pleafed to ufe his utmofl: endeavours for

preventing fuch depredations; for procuring

jufl and reafonable fatisfaflion ; andfor fecuring

to his fubjedls the free exercife of commerce and

navigation to and from the Britifli colonies in

America. The king alTured them he would

ufe his bed: endeavours to anfwer the defires

and expedtations of his people, in an affair of fo

much importance : and they, in another addrefs,

thanked him for his gracious anfwer. They
did not, however, receive fuch a fatisfadlory re-

ply to a former addrefs, touching the fum of

fixty-thoufand pounds that had been ftated in

the public account, without fpecification of the

particular ufes to which it was applied. He
told them the money had been iffued and dif-

burfed



350 HISTORY op E N G L A N D;

A. c. 1728. buried for fecret ferviceS ; and that a diflindl

and particular account of the diftribution of it

could not be given without a manifeil prejudice

to the public. A bill was prepared for the

more effedual prevenung bribery and corrup-

tion in eledions for members of parliament^

and it paffed through the houfe without oppo-
fition : but, their attention was chiefly employ-
ed upon the Spaniih depredations, w^hich had

saifed a great clamour thro' the whole kingdom,
and, excited very warm difputes in parliament ;

for they were generally reputed the fruits of negli-

gence, incapacity, or want of vigour in the mi* ,

nifters. The commons having made further

progrefs in the inquiry, and received frefh peti-

tions from the merchants, pafTed fome refolu-

tions, in v/hich the Spaniards were accufed of

having violated the treaties fubfifting between

the two crowns
•,

and with having treated inhu-

manly the matters and crews of
fliips belong-

ing to Great- Britain. Theyjuftified the inflruc-

tions given to admiral Hofier to fcize and de-

tain the fiota and galleons of Spain, until juftice

and fatisfadion fhould be rendered to his ma-

jefty and his allies ; nay, even declared, that

fuch feizure would have been juft, prudent,

and neceifary, tending to prevent an open rup-
ture

•,
and to preferve the peace and tranquil-

lity of Europe. They again addrefied the king,
'

to ufe his endeavours to procure fatisfa6lion j

md he promifed to comply with their requeil.

^ Mr,
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Mr. Scrope, member for Briftol, moved for
^' ^' »7»8.

^n addrefs, intreating his majefty to order an ac-

count of the produce of the civil-lift revenues for

one year to be layed before the houfe. The ad-

drefs was prefented, the account produced ; and

the houfe, in a grand committee, took this affair

Jnto confideration. The courtiers affirmed, that

they fell Ihort of the eight hundred thoufand

pounds fettled upon his majefty •,
and Mr. Scrope

propofed,''that the fum of one hundred and fifteen

thoufand pounds fhould be granted to the king,

on account of thofe deficiencies and arrears. The

motion was vigoroufly oppofed by Mr. Pulteney

and other members. They exprefled their fur-

prize that it fhould be made fo late in the feffion,

when no further demand of money could be

reafonably expc6led ; and they faid, it was the

more extraordinary, becaufe it appeared in the

former feffion, from the examination of the ac-

counts then before the houfe, that the re-

venues of the civil- lifl produced yearly a much

greater fum than that for which they were given.

Mr. Pulteney moved, that the accounts and pa-

pers fhould be referred to the examination of a

felefl committee, properly impowered to invef-

tigate the truth. The miniflers oppofed this

motion , and the queflion being put, it pafTed

in the negative. The majority voted the fum a rum

demandtd ; and in a bill for fettling the price of
ksng'on 1'

imported corn, they inferted a refolution for """^'^^,
i 7 J arrears ciue

erranting to his maielly the fum of one hundred •" ^^e

anu revenue.
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A.c. i72g. ai-^cj fifteen thoufand pounds, on account of ar^

rears due on the civil-lift revenues.

Proceedings The houfc of lords, having prepared a bill for

pf icrds. the more efrecSlual punifhment of forgery, which

was pafied into a law, and ordered the judges to

bring in another, on the report of a committee

appointed to confider the cafe of imprifoned deb-

tors J at length, deliberated upon the ftate of

the nation, particularly, the pofitive demand

made by the court of Spain for the reftitution of

Gibraltar, grounded on a letter written by the

late king to his catholic majefty. From a copy
of the letter layed before the houfe, it plainly ap-

peared that king George I. had confented to this

reftitution. A motion being made for a refolu-

tion, importing, that for the honour of his ma=

jefty, and the prefervation and fecurity of the

trade and commerce of the kingdom, efFedual

care fhould be taken in the prefent treaty, that

the king of Spain fhould renounce all claim and

pretenhon to Gibraltar and Minorca, in plain and

ftrong terms ; a debate enfued, and the queftion

being put, paiTed in the negative, though not

without a proteft. Then the majority refolved,

That the houfe did intirely rely upon his majefty,

that he would, for maintaining the honour and

fecuring the trade of this kingdom, take effec-

tual care in the prefent treaty, to preferve his un-

doubted right to Gibraltar and Minorca. When
the houfe examined the papers relating to the

Spanifh depredations, many fevere refledlions

were uttered againft the conduelof the miniftry ;
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and a motion was made, to refolve, That Ho* a. 0.17:96.

fiefs expedition was an unrcafonable burden on

the nation
-, but, this too was rejeded, and oc-

cafioned another proteil. Nor did the claufe in

the corn bill, for granting one hundred and fif-

teen thoufand pounds to his majefty, pafs through
the houfe of peers without warm oppofition.

Divers lords alledged, that inflead of a deficiency

in the civil-lift revenues, there was a confiderable

furplus : that this was a new grant, and a new

burden on the people : that the nation was load-

ed, not to complete, but to augment the fum de-

figned for the civil-lift
•,
and this at a time when

the public debts were increafed ; when the taxes

were heavily felt in all parts of the country ;

when the foreign trade of Britain was incumber-

ed and diminiilied; v/hen her manufactures were .

decayed -,
her poor multiplied j and ftie was fur-

rounded by many other national calamities. They
obferved, that if the produce of the civil-lift re-

venue fhould not amount to the yearly fum of

eight hundred thoufand pounds, the deficiency

muft be made good to his majefty by the pub-

lic j whereas no provifion was made, by which,

if the produce of thefe revenues ftiould exceed

that fum, the furplus could accrue to the benefit

of the public : that by this precedent, not only

real deficiencies were to be made good, but alfo

fupplies were to be given for arrears ftanding out

at the end of every year, which fliould come on

'before the ftipplies could be granted, though the

5. ^"P-
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A.c. T728. fupply given to make good arrears in one year^

would certainly increafe the iurplufages in ano-

ther : that the revenues of the civil-lift were va-

riable in their own nature ; and even when there

is no deficiency in the produce, there might be

arrears in the receipt : thefe might be eafily in-

creafed by the management of defigning mini-

llers, by private diredions to receivers, and by
artful methods of ftating accounts. All thefe

arguments, and other objecfbions equally ftrong

and plaufible, againft this unconfcionable and un-

parliamentary motion, ferved only to evince the

triumph of the miniftry over fhame and fenti-

ment, rheir contempt of public fpirit, and their

defiance of national reproach f,

A. c. 1729.
The king had on the twenty-fourth day of

March given the royal aflent to five bills ; and

on the fourteenth day of May the fame fand:ion

was given to thirty other bills, including an ad,

enabling the queen to be regent in the kingdom

during his majefty's abfence, without taking the

oaths ; and another for the relief of infolvenc

debtors. At the fame time two and thirty pri-

vate bills were pafTed ; then the king exprefled

his approbation of the parliament, fignified his

intention to vifit his German dominions, and or-

dered the chancellor to prorogue both houfes.

His majefty having appointed the queen regent

of the realm, fet out for Hanover on the feven-

•f-
The peers that din:lngui/hed joy, Plymouth,' Bathurfl-, Northh.

themfelves in the cppofition were ampton, Coventrv, Oxford and

Beaufort, Strafford, Craven, Foley, Mortimer, Willoughby dc Broke,

I<tchfi»id, Sc-arfdale, Gower, Mont- Boyie, and Waningtcn,

teenth
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teenth day of May, in order to remove a petty
a. 0.1729-

mifunderftanding which had happened between

that eledorate and the court of Berlin. Some

Hanoverian fubjefts had been prefled or decoy-

ed into the fervice of Pruflia ; and the regents

of Hanover had fcized certain Prufl3an officers

by way of reprifal. The whole united kingdom
of Great- Britain at this jundlure enjoyed unin-

terrupted repofe -,
and commerce continued to

increafe, in fpite of all reftridion and difcouragc-

ment. The people of Ireland found themfelves ^^'"'^ *^""-

^ ^
<^u£l ot the

happy under the government of lord Carteret ^
inft par-

and their parliament, aflembling in the month of

September, approved themfelves the fathers of

their country. They eflablifhed funds for the

difcharge of their national debt, and for main-

taining the expence of government : they enad-

cd wholefome laws for the encouragement of

manufadlure, trade, and agriculture ; and they

formed wife regulations in different branches of

civil oeconomy. Some time after this feffion,

which was conduced with fo much harmony and

patriotifm, lord Carteret returned to England 5.

and was fucceeded by the duke of Dorfet in the

government of that kingdom. In the month of

May, Charles lord Townfhend refigned the feals,

which were given to colonel Stanhope, now
created earl of Harrington ; fo that Sir R. W.
now reigned without a rival. James earl of

Waldegrave v;as appointed ambaffador to the

court of France, which, about this time, was filled

with joy by the birth of a dauphin.
In
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A, c. i72g. In the month of September Vidtor Amadsur,
Abdication king of Sardinia, refigned his crown to his fon
ot the king

'

.

of Sardinia. Charks Emanucl, pnnce of Piedmont. The
father referved to himfelf a revenue of one huR-

dred thoufand piftoies per annum, retired to the

caftle of Chamberry, and efpoufed the countefs

dowager of St. Sebaftian, who declined the titk

of queen, but aiTumed that of marchionefs of So-

merive. Though the congrefs at Soiffons prov-

ed abortive, conferences were begun at Seville,

between the plenipotentiaries ofEngland, France,

and Spain ; and a treaty was concluded on the

ninth day of November, not only without the

concurrence of the emperor, but even contrary

to his right, as eflablifhed by the quadruple al-

liance. On this fubjed he communicated an im-

perial comm/ifTorial decree to the ilates of the

empire affembled in the diet at Ratifbon, which

was anfwered by the French miniller de Chavig-

ny. In Odlober Peter II. czar of Mufcovy, and

grandfon of Peter I. died in the fifteenth year of

his age, at Mofcow, and was fucceeded on the

Ruffian throne by the princefs Anne Ivanowna,

fecond daughter of John Alexowitz, elder bro-

ther of the firil Peter, and widow of Frederick

^ ^ - William duke of Courland. The followingDeath of t?

pope B.ne. month was rendered remarkable by the death of

pope BenedidXlII. in v/hofe room, cardinal Lau-

rence Corfini was raifed to the pontificate, and

affumed the name of Clement. XIL

The
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both houfes,

The Britilh parliament afifembling on the ^-c. 1729-

thirteenth day of January, the king gave them Sabft.nce of

to underftand, that the peace of Europe was now rpeech to

eftablifhed by the treaty of Seville, built upon the

foundation of former treaties, and tending to

tender more effedlual v^^hat the contrading

powers in the quadruple alliance were before en-

gaged to fee performed. He aflured them that

all former conventions made with Spain in fa-

vour of the Britifh trade and navigation, were

renewed and confirmed : that the free uninter-

rupted exercife of their commerce was reitored :

that the court of Spain had agreed to an ample
reftitution and reparation for unlawful feizures

and depredations : that all rights, privileges^

and poflefTions belonging to him and his allies,

were folemnly re- eftablifhed, confirmed, and gua-

rantied : and that not one concefTion v/as made

to the prejudice of his fubjedls. He told them

he had given orders for reducing a great num-

ber of his land-forces, and for laying up great

part of the fleet ; and obferved, that there would

be a confiderable faving in the expence of the

current year. After both houfes had prefented

their addreffes of thanks and congratulation to

the king on the peace of Seville, the lords took

that treaty into confideration ; and it did not pafs

inquiry without fevere anirhadverfion.

The lords in the oppofition excepted to the

article by which the merchants of Great-Britain

were obliged to make proof of their loffes at the

N^. 98, .
B b court
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A. c. 1729. court of Spain. They faid, this flipulation was

a hardiliip upon Britiili fubjedls, and difhonour^

able to the nation : that few would care to under-

take fuch a troublefome and expenfive journey,

efpeciaily as they had reafon to apprehend their

claims would be counterbalanced by the Spa-

niards: and after all, they would have no more

but the (lender comfort of hoping to obtain that

redrefs by commiflaries which they had not been

able to procure by plenipotentiaries. They

thought it very extraordinary, that Great-Bri-

tain fhould be bound to ratify and guaranty
whatever agreement fnould be made between

the king of Spain and the dukes of Parma and

Tufcany, concerning the garrifons once eftablifh-

cd in their countries : that the Englifh Ihould be

obliged to affilt in effedluating the introdu6bion

of fix thoufand Spanifh troops into the towns of

Tufcany and Parma, without any fpecification of

the methods to be taken, or the charge to be in-

curred in giving that aiTiflance : that they fhould

guaranty for ever, not only to Don Carlos, but

even to all his fucceilors, the poffeffion of the ef-

tatesof Tufcany and Parma; aftipulation, which,

in all probability, would involve Great-Britain in

endlefs quarrels and difputes, about a country

objeaions with which they had no concern. They afSrm-

ofstviiieln that the treaty of Seville, inftead of confirming
thehouieor Q^-^er treaties, was contradidlory to the qua-

druple alliance, particularly in the article of in-

troducing Spaniih troops into Tufcany and Par-

ma
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Ria in the room of neutral forces flipulated by a- c« »7*9»

the former alliance ; and agreeing, that they
fhould there remain until Don Carlos and his

fuccelTors fliould be fecure and exempt, from all

events. They complained, that thefe alterations,

from the tenour of the quadruple alliance, were

made without the concurrence of the emperor^
and even without inviting him to accede

-,
an af-

front which might alienate his friendfhip from

England, and hazard the lofs of fuch an antient,

powerful, and faithful ally : and, that throughout
the whole treaty, there feemed to be an artful

omiflion of any exprefs llipulation, to fecure

Great-Britain in her right to Gibraltar and Mi-

norca. Such v/as the fubilance of the objedlions

made to the peace : then lord Bathurfl moved
for a refolution, that the agreement on the

treaty of Seville, to fecure the fucceifion of Don
Carlos to the dutchies of Tufcany, Parma, and

Flacentia, with Spanilli troops, was a manifeft

violation of the fifth article of the quadruple al-

liance, tending to involve the nation in a dan-

gerous and expenfive war, and to deftroy the

balance of power in Europe. The queftion was

put, and the motion rejedled. Such too was

the fate of other two motions, to refolve. That

Great- Britain's right of fovereignty, dominion,

poffeflion, and claim to Gibraltar and Minorca,

vAere not afcertained by the treaty of Seville : and.

That the ilipulations in that treaty, for repairing

the lofiTes of the Britifh merchants were infuffi-

B b 2 cient
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Oppr,fidon
in the houfe

of commons
to a (land-

ing army.

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
cient and precarious. The inajority, far from

iligmatizing this tranfa6tion, refoived, That the

treaty did contain all necelTary flipulations for

maintaining and fecuring the honour, dignity,

rights, and pofiefTions of the crown : that all

due care was taken therein for the fupportof the

trade of the kingdom, and for repairing the loffes-

fuilained by the Britifh merchants. On thefe re-

folutions an addrefs of approbation was found-

ed 5 but, v/hen a motion was made for an addrefs

vto his majefty, that he would order to be layed

before the houfe a lift of all penfions payable to

the crown, it w^as immediately refoived in the ne-

gative. Jjivers contefts of the fame kind arofe

upon the mutiny-bill, the penfion-bil% and the

maintenance of the twelve thoufand HeiTians :

but the miniilry bore down all oppofition, tho*

their triumphs were clogged with vigorous pro-

tefts, which did not fail to make impreiTion upon
the body of the people.

Nor was the fuccefs of the court- intereft in

the houfe of commons altogether pure and free

from exception and difpute. When the charge
of the land forces fell under the confideration of

the commions, and Mr. Henry Pelham, fecre-

tary at war, moved, that the number of the ef-

fedlive men for the land-fervice of the enfuinp'

year, fhould be fixed at feventeen thoufand fcvcn

hundred and nine ; Mr. Pulteney infilled upon
its being reduced to tv»^elve thoufand. Mr.

Shippen affirmed, that Mr. Pelham's motion

was
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was a flat negative to the addrefs for which he

voted on the iirfl day of the felTion, as it plainly

implied a ditbufl of thevalidity of the late treaty,

which he then afllired the houfe, v/ould imme-

diately produce all the blefTings of an abfolute

peace ; and deliver the kingdom from the ap-

prehenfions and inconveniencies of a war. He

faid, the motion tended diredly towards the ef-

tablifhment of an army in Great-Britain, which,

he hoped, would never be fo far germanized, as

tamely to fubmit to a military government. He

obferved, that the nation could have no occafion

for all the troops that were demanded, confider-

ing the glorious fcene of affairs which was

now opened to all Europe.
"
They are not

"
neceffary (faid he) to awe Spain into a firm

" adherence to its own treaty : they are not ne-
"

ceflary to force the emperor into an immediate

*'accefr.on; nor are they in any fort neceffary
^' for the fafetyof his majefly's perfon and go-
" vernment. Force and violence are the refort

" of ufurpers and tyrants only ; becaufe they
*' are with good reafon, diftruflful of the people
^' whom they opprefs ^ and, becaufe they have no
" other fecurity for the continuance of their un-
^^ lawful and unnatural dominion, than what de-
"
pends entirely on the flrength of their armies."

The motion, however, was carried in the affir-

mative.

Another warm debate was excited by a bill

which the courtiers brought in, to prevent any
B b 3 fub-

A. C. >7a^
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A. c. 1719. fubjeds of Great- Britain from advancing fums

Bill prohi- of money to foreign princes or Hates, without
biting loans .

1
• j v - r 1

' '
n. J

to foreign having obtained hcence rrom his majeity, under

flitel"^'^ his privy-feal, or fome greater authority. The

minifter pretended, that this law was propofed to

difable the emperor, who wanted to borrow a

great fum of the Englifh merchants, for raifing

and maintaining troops to diflurb the tranquil-

lity of Europe. The bill contained a claufe,

impowering the king to prohibit by proclama-

tion, all fuch loans of money, jewels, or bullion ;

and the attorney- general to compel, by Englifh

bill, in the court of exchequer, the effedlual dif-

covery, on oath, of any fuch loans ; and, that in

default of an anfwer to any fuch bill, the court

fhould decree a limited fum againft the perfon

refufing to anfwer. Mr. Daniel Pulteney, a

gentleman of uncommon talents and ability, and

particularly acquainted with every branch of

commerce, argued ftrenuoufly againft this bill,

as a refcraint upon trade that would render Hol-
' land the market of Europe, and the mart of

money to the nations of the continent. He
faid, that by this general prohibition, extend-

ing to all princes, ftates, or potentates, the

Englifh were totally difabled from alTifting their

beft allies: that among others the king of Por-

tugal frequently borrowed money of the Eng-
lifh merchants refiding within his dominions :

that while the licenfmg power remained in the

crown, the licences would be ifTued through the

hands
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hands of the minifter, who by this new trade ^ c. 1729.

might gain twenty, thirty, or forty thoufand a

year: that the bill would render the exchequer

a court of inquifition;
and that whilfl it reilrain-

ed our merchants from aflifting the princes and

powers of Europe, it permitted our flock-job-

bers to trade in their funds without interruption.

Other arguments of equal weight were enforced

by Mr. Barnard, a merchant of London, who

perfedlly underftood trade in all its branches,

fpoke with judgment and precifion,
and upon all

occafions ileadily adhered to the interells and

liberties of his country. After having explain-

ed his rcafons, he declared he iliould never con-

fent to a bill which he deemed a violation of our

fundamental lavv^s, a branch of our deareft liber-

ties, and a very terrible hardlliip on mankind.

Sir William Wyndham diflinguifned himfelf on

the fame fide of the queilion -,
but the bill was

vindicated by Sir Robert Walpole, Mr. Pelham,

and Sir Philip Yorke attorney- general ; and be-

ing fupported by the whole v/eight of miniffe-

rial influence, not only paffed through the houfe,

but was afterwards enaded into a law.

'The fubfidies were continued to the land-

grave of HelTe-Caflel, and the duke of Brunf-

wick-Wolfembuttle, in fpite of all that could be

urged againft thefe extraneous incumbrances ;

and the fupply for the enfuing year was granted

according to the eflimates which the m/iniflry

thought proper to produce, amounting to about

B b 4 two
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^•^•':*9' two millions two hundred and eighty thoufand

pounds. It muft be owned, however, for the

credit of this feflion, that the houfe appropriat-
ed one million of the furpluffes, ariUng from the

finking fund, towards the difcharge of the na-

tional debt ; and by another a6t extinguilhed

the duties upon fait, by which expedient the

fubjedl was eafed of a heavy burden, not only

in being freed from the duty, but alfo from a

confiderable charge of falaries given to a great

number of officers employed to colle6i; this im-

pofition. They likev/ife encouraged the colony

ofCarolina with an ad, allowing the planters and

traders of that province to export rice diredlly to

any part of Europe fouthv^ard of Cape Finiftere ;

they permitted fait from Europe to be imported

into the colony of New York. The term of the

exclufive trade granted by ad of parliament to

the Eaft- India company, drawing towards a pe-

riod, many confiderable merchants and others

made application for being incorporated and

,
veiled with the privilege of trading to thofe

countries, propofmg to lay that branch of trade

open to all the fubjeds of Great Britain, on cer->

tain conditions-, and in confideration of an ad

of parhament for this purpofe, they offered
tc^

advance three millions two hundred thoufand

pounds, for redeeming the fund and trade of the

prefent Eaft-India company. This propofa!

was rejeded ; and the exclufive privilege veiled

in the company, was, by ad of parliament, pro-

traded
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tnded to the year one thonfand feven hundred a.c. ,730.

and fixty-fix, upon the foUowin 2; conditions :
chanerof

T^U in the Eall-

1 nat they fhould pay into the exchequer the ^^du co

fum of two hundred thoufand pounds towards longed

the fupplies of the year, without interefl or addi-

tion to their capital flock : that the annuity or

yearly fund of one hundred and fixty thoufand

pounds, payable to them from the public, Ihould

be reduced to one hundred and twenty eight
thoufand : and, That after the year one thou-

fand feven hundred and fixty-fix, their right to

the exclufive trade fhould be liable to be taken

away by parliament, on three years notice and

repayment of their capital.

On the fifteenth day of May the king went to

the houfe of peers, and clofed the felTion. In

his fpeech he expreffed his joy, that notwithftand-

ing all the clamours which were raifed, the par-

liament had approved of thofe matters which fell

under their confideration ; a circumftance, which,

he faid, could not fail to infpire all mankind with

a juft deteftation of thofe incendiaries, who, by

icandalous libels, laboured to alienate the affec-

tions of his people; to fill their minds with

groundlcfs jealoufies and unjuft com.plaints in

difhonour of him and his government; and in

defiance of the fenfe of both houfes of parlia-

ment f The emperor was fo much incenfed at

f In the courfe of this fe/Tion^ ing mere efFe£tual the laws in be-

the ccmmocE paffed a biiJ for mak- iog, fcr difabling peiiuns from be-

tbe
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A.c. 1730. the infult offered to him in the treaty of Seville,

'riie empe- ^jfh refpecl to the srarrifons of Tufcany and Par-
rot refents

^
,

^
.

"^

the treaty of ma, that he prohibited the fubjedls of Great-Bri-
sevii e.

^^.^ from trading in his dominions : he began
to make preparations for war-, and a6lually de-

tached bodies of troops to Italy, with fuch dif-

patch as had been very feldom exerted by the

houfe of Auftria. Yet the article of which he

complained was not fo much a real injury as an

affront put upon the head of the empire ; for the

eventual fucceffion to thofe Italian dutchies had

been fecured to the infant Don Carlos by the

quadruple alliance ; and all that the emperor re-

quired, was that this prince fnould receive the

invefliture of them as fiefs of the empire.
In Great-Britain, this year was not diflin-

dian chiefs guilhea by any tranfadion of great moment.

illliand.
Seven chiefs of the Cherokee nation of Indians

in America, were brought to England by Sir

Alexander Cumin, and introduced to the king,
at whofe feet they layed their crown and regalia ;

and by an authentic deed acknowledged them-

felves fubjeds to his dominion, in the name of all

their compatriots, who had veiled them with full

ing chofen members of parliament bab lity this bill would not have

who enjoyed any penfion during made its way through the houfe nf

pleafure, or for any number of yeary, commons, had not the miaifter been

or any offices holden in truft for well aflured it would ftick'with the

them, by obliging all perfons here- upper houfe, where it was
reje<l\ed

after to be chofen to fcrve for the at the fecond reading, though not

commons in parliament, to take the without violent oppoPjion.
oath therciE m enti oned, In allpro-

powers
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powers for this purpofe. They were amazed a. c. 1730-

and confounded at the riches and magnificence

of the Britifh court : they compared the king and

queen to the fun and moon, the princes to the

liars of heaven, and themfclves to nothing.

They gave their afient in the moft folemn man-

ner to articles of friendship and commerce, pro-

pofed by the lords com miffioners for trade and

plantations ; and being loaded with prefents of

neceffaries, arms, and ammunition, were recon-

veyed to their own country, which borders on

the province of South Carolina. In the month Revolution

of September a furprifing revolution was effedt- tnopi".^

ed at Conftantinople, without bloodfhed or con-

fufion. A few mean janifTaries difplayed a flag

in the flreets, exclaiming, that all true MulTul-

mans ought to follow them, and affift in reform-

ing the government. They ibon increafed to the

number of one hundred thoufand j marched to

the feraglio, and demanded the grand vizir, the

kiaja, and captain bachau. Thefe unhappy
minifters were immediately flrangled. Their

bodies being delivered to the infurgents, were

dragged through the ftreets : and afterwards

thrown to the dogs to be devoured. Not con-

tented with this facrifice, the revolters depofed

the o-rand fip-nor Achmet, who was confined to

the fame prifon, from whence they brought his

nephew Machmout, and raifed him to the throne,

after he had lived feven and twenty years in con-

finemenj:.

England
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A. G. 1750. England was at this period infefted with rob-

Engiand in- bcrs, airafTins, and incendiaries, the natural con-

i^btrif- fcquences of degeneracy, corruption, and the

iafTins, and ^ |. q£ police in the interior government of the
aicendianes, r o

kingdom. This defed, in a great meafure, arofe

from an abfurd notion, that laws neceffary to

prevent thofe a6bs of cruelty, violence, and ra-

pine, would be incompitable with the liberty of

Britiih fubjeds j a notion that confounds all dif-

tinftions between liberty and brutal licentiouf-

nefs, as if that freedom was defirable, in the

enjoyment of which people find no fecurity for

their lives or effects. The peculiar depravity of

the times was vifible even in the condud of

thofe who preyed upon the commonwealth.

Thieves and robbers were now become more

defperate and favage than ever they had appear-
ed fmce mankind were civilized. In the exer-

cife of their rapine, they wounded, maimed, and

even murdered the unhappy fufferers, through
a wantonnefs of barbarity. They circulated let-

ters, demanding fums of money from certain in-

dividuals, on pain of reducing their houfes to

afhes, and their families to ruin.^ and even fet

fire to the houfe of a rich merchant in Briilol,
who had refufcd to comply with their demand.
The fame fpecies of villany was praclifed in dif-

ferent parts of the kingdom -,
fo that the govern-

ment was obliged to interpofe, and offer a con-
fiderable reward for difcoverino; the ruffians

concerned in fuch execrable defjgns.

In
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In the fpeech with which the king opened the ^ ^- '^i^^

feflion of parliament on the twenty-firft day of

January, he told them, that the prefent critical

conjundlure feemed in a very particular
manner

to deferve their attention : that as the tranfacStions

then depending in the feveral courts of Europe

were upon the point of being determined, the

great event of peace or war might be very much

affefted by their firfl refolutions, which were ex-

pefted by different powers with great impatience.

He faid, the continuance of that zeal and vigour
with which they had hitherto fupported him and

his engagements, mufl at this time be of the

greateft weight and importance, both with re-

gard to his allies, and to thofe who might be dil^

pofed before the feafon of adlion, to prevent by
an accommodation the fatal confequences of a

general rupture. The former fcene was repeat-

ed. Both houfes, in their addrefles, promifed to

fupport his majefty in all his engagements : tho*

the members in the oppolition demonilrated

the abfurdity of promifing to fulfil engagements
before they could poffibly know whether or not

they were for the fervice of Great-Britain. Ano-
Biiiagainft

ther bill was brouo;ht into the houfe of commons, f
"^'°^'"

*-> '
litting as

to prevent penfioners from fitting as members i^'-'^ters m
*

^

^ ^ the houfe of

of parliament ; and, after a third reading, car- commons.

ried up .to the lords for their concurrence. When
the fupply fell under confideration, the debates

were renewed upon the fubfidies to the land-

grave of HefTe'CafTel and the duke of V/olfem-

buttle.
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A. c, 1730. battle, which, however, were continued; and

every article was granted according to the elli-

mates given in for the expence of the enfuing

year. Two petitions being prefented to the

commons, reprefenting the delays of juftice, oc-

cafioned by the ufe of the Latin tongue in pro-

ceedings at law ; a bill was brought in for

changing this pradtice, and enacting, That all

thofe procefies and pleadings (hould be entered

in the Englilh language. Though one would

imagine, that very little could be advanced

againft fuch a regulation, the bill met with warm

oppofition, on pretence that it would render

ufelefs the antitnt records which were written

in that language, and introduce confufion and

delay of juftice, by akering the eftablifhed form
and method of pleading •,

in fpite of thefe objec-
tions it pafTed through both houfes, and obtain-

ed the royal afient. A great number of mer-
chants from different parts of the kingdom,

having repeated their complaints of depredations
and cruelties committed by the Spaniards in the

Weil-Lndies ; their petitions were referred to

the confideration of a grand committee. Their

complaints, upon examination, appeared to

be well founded. The houfe prefented an

addrefs to the king, defiring his
majefty would

be gracioufly pleafed to continue his endeavour
to prevent llich depredations for the future ; to

procure full fatisfadion for the damages already
fuftained ; and to fecure to the Britiili fubjeds

the
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the full and uninterrupted exerciie of their trade a. c. 1730.

and navigation to and from the Britifh colonies

in America. The bill againft penfions pro-

duced a warm debate in the houfe of lords,

where it was violently oppofed by the dukes of

Newcaftle and Argyle, and earl of Hay, and

Dr. Sherlock bilhop of Bangor. This prelate,

in a remarkable fpeech, reprefented it as a

fcheme to enlarge the power of the houfe of

commons ; and to break the balance between

the powers effential to the conftituticn, fo as

fooner or later to prove the ruin of the whole.

The great barrier provided againft bribery and

corruption by this bill, confiiled in an oath to

be impofed on all members of the lower houfe,

by which they muft have folemnly fworn and

declared, that they had not dire61:ly nor indi-

redlly, ahy penfion during pleafure, or for any
number of years, or any ofnce in part, or in the

whole, held for them or for their benefit, by any

perfons whatfoever ; and, that they would not

accept any fuch penfions or ofiices, without

fignifying the fame to the houfe within fourteen

days after they Ihould be received or accepted.

The bill was vindicated as juft and necefTary

by the earls of Winchelfea and Strafford, the

lord Bathurft, and the lord Carteret, who had

by this time joined as an auxiliary in the oppo-
fition.

The houfe of peers proceeded to confider the

(late of the national debt : they read a bill for

• the
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England, which was fiercely oppofed, and laid

afide, contrary to all the rules of found policy.

They pafTed the bill for carrying on proceedings

at law in the Englilh language ; and a fruitlcfs

motion was made by the lord Bathurit for an

addrefs, to defire his majefly would give direc-

tions for difcharging the Heflian troops that

were in the pay of Great-Britain. On the

feventh day of May the parliam.ent was pro-

rogued, after the king had given them to un-

derftand, that all apprehenfions of war v/ere

now happily removed, by a treaty figned at

Vienna between him and the emperor. Hefaid

it was communicated to the courts of France

and Spain, as parties to the treaty of Seville,

the execution of which it principally regarded :

and, that it was likewife ilibmitted to the confi-

Treaiyat
deration of the llates-general. He obferv^d,

Vienna.
^|,^^ ^^^ conditions and engagements into which

, he had entered on this occaiicn, were agreeable

to that necelfary concern which the Britifli na-

tion mull always have for the fecurity and pre-
• fervation of the balance of power in Europe :

^that this happy turn, duly improved with a jufl:

regard to former alliances, yielded a favourable

profped of feeing the public tranquillity re-efla-

bliHied.
 

Death of the I^ the month of January the duke of Parma

F^wl! ^^^^' ^^^^^ having made a will, in which he de-

clared his dutchefs was three months advanced

in
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in her pregnancy ; intreating the allied powers a. €.1731;

of Europe to have compafiion upon Jiis people,

and defer the execution of their projeds until

his confort fhould be delivered. In cafe the

child fhould be flill-born, or die after the birth,

he bequeathed his dominions and allodial eilates

to the infant don Carlos of Spain ; and ap-

pointed five regents to govern the dutchy. Nct-

withflanding this difpofition, a body of Imperial

troops immediately took pofTeiTion of Parma and

Placentia,. under the command of general

Stampa, who declared they fhould condud:

themfelves with all pofHble regularity and mode-

ration 5 and leave the adminiilration intirely to -

the regents whom the duke had appointed. They

publicly proclaimed in the market-place, that

they took poiTelTion of thefe dutchies for the

infant doii Carlos ; and, that if th^ dutchefs

dowager fhould not be delivered of a prince^

the faid infant might receive the
: inveflit.ure

from the emperor whenever he .would, proyid-

ed he fnould come without an arm.y. Though
thefe fleps feemed to threaten an immediate

war, the king of Great Britain and the flates-

general interpofed their mediation lb eifedtually

with the court of Vienna, that the emperor de-

fifled from the profecution of his defign , and

on the fixteenth day of March concluded at

Vienna a treaty with his Britannic majefty, by
which he confented to withdraw his troops from
Parma and Placentia. He agreed. That the

NuMB-XClX. Cc kin-J*^
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A. c. J731. ICing of Sixain might take pofieiTion of thefe

places in favour of his fon don Carlos, according

to the treaty of Seville. He likewife agreed,.

That the Oftend company, which had given
fuch umbrage to the maritime powers, fhould

be totally dilTolved, on condition that the con-

trailing powers concerned in the treaty of

Seville, fhould guaranty the pragmatic fandlion,

or fucceifion of the Auftrian hereditary domi-

nions to the heirs female of the emperor, in cafe

he fliould die without male ifTue. The Dutch

miniiler refiding at the Imperial court did not

fabfcribe this treaty, becaufe by the maxims

received in that republic, and the nature of her

government, he could not be veiled with full

powers fo foon as it would have been necefifary :

neverthelels, the flate s-general were, by a fepa-

rate article, exprefsly named as a principal con-

trading party.

On the twenty-fecond day of July a new treaty

was figned at Vienna between the emperor, the

kings of Great- Britain and Spain, tending to

confirm the former. In Augull a treaty of

vinion and defenfive alliance between the electo-

rates of Saxony and Flanover v/as executed at

Drefden. The court of Spain exprefling fome

doubts with regard to the pregnancy of the

dutcliefs of Parma, flie underwent a formal ex-

amination by five midwives of different nations,

in prefence of the older dutchefs dowager, feve-

ral ladies of quality,, three phyficians, and a fur-

geons
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geon ; and was declared with child : neverthje- ^•-' ^iv-

iefs, afrer having kept all Europe in lulpence
for fix months, fhe owned fiie had been deceiv-

ed ; and general Stampa with the Imperial
forces took rormal poiTeifion of the dutchies of

Parma and Placentia. Spain and the oreat duke
of Tufcany having acceded to the lall treaty of

Vienna, the crown of Great-Britain engaged to

equip an armament that fhould convoy Bon
Carlos to his new dominions. Accordingly, Sir

Charles Wager failed with a fbrong fquadron
from Portfmouth on the twenty- fixrh day of

Augufl, and in September arrived at Barcelona,

where, being joined by the Spaniili fleet and

tranfports, they failed together to Leghorn ;

from whence the admiral returned to England;
Don Carlos paffed through part of France, and CJon Cnri.-«

embarking at Antibes on board of the Spaniili fian^fhir
'

gallies, arrived at Leghorn in December. Then ^^'"^''""«

the Imperial general withdrew his forces into

the Milaneze ; and the infant took pofieiTion

of his new territories.

During thefe tranfadions, France was diitrac- .,

ted by religious difputes, occafioned by the bull trafiea by

unigenitus thundered againft the dotStrines of putcs.

Janfenius ; a bull which had produced a fchifm

in the Galiican church, and well nigh involved '

that country in civil war and confufion. It v/as

Dppofed by the parliaments and lay-tribunals of

tke kingdom ;
but many bilhop?;, and the

C c 2
. jefuits
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jefuits in general, were its moft ftrenuous af-'

' fertors. All the artifices of prieftcrafc were

pradifed on both fides, to inflame the enthu-

fiafm, and manage the fuperftition of the

people. Pretended miracles were wrought at

the tomb of abbe Paris, who had died without

accepting the bull, confequently was declared

damned by the abettors of that conftitution. On
the other hand, the jefuits exerted all their abili-

ties and induflry in preaching againft the Jan-

fen ids ; in
eftablillling an opinion of their fu-

perior fandity ; and infpiring a fpirit
of quie-

tifni among their votaries, who were tranfport-

ed into the delirium of pofiefTien, illumination,

' and fupernatural converfe. Thefe arts were

often ufed for the moft infamous purpolcsi

Female enthufiafts were wrought up to fuch

violence of agitations, that nature fainted iinder

the ilruggle ; and the pfeudo-faint feized this

opportunity of violating tht chaftity of his peni-

renc. Such was faid to be the cafe of Made-
moifelle la Cadiere, a young gentlewoman of

Toulon, abufed in this manner by the luft and

villainy of pere Girard, a noted jefuit, who un-

derwent a trial before the parliament of Aix,
and very narrowly efcaped the ftake.

The parliament of Great-Britain meeting on
the thirteenth day of January, the king in his

ipeech declared, that the general tranquillity of

Kurope was reftored and eftablilhed by the laft

treaty of Vienna.: th^ don Carlos was adually

poiTefTed'
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.panefled of Parma and Placentia : that fix thou- ^ ^' '731.

fand Spaniards were quietly admitted and quar-

tered in the dutchy of Tufcany, to fecure, by
the exprefs confent and agreement of the great

duke, the reverfion of his dominions: and that

a family convention was made between the

courts of Spain and Tufcany, for preferving

mutual peace and friendfhip in the two houfes.

He told the commons, that the efiimates for the

fervice of the -current year would be confider-

ably lefs than thofe of former years. He re-

commended unanimity : he obferved, that his

government had no fecurity but what was equal-

ly conducive to their happinefs, and to the pro-

tediion of his people : that their profperity had

no foundation but in the defence and fupporc

of his govern nien.t. *vOur fafety (laid he) is

*'
mutual, and our uiterefts are infeparable.^'

The oppohtion to the court-meafures appeais to

have been uncommonly fpirited during the

courfe of this felTion. The minider's motions ThemJof-

were attacked with all the artillery of elocution, rppofedin

His principal emiffaries were obliged to tafk
p^*^ ''^'^^"^'

their faculties to their full exertion, to puzzle

and perplex where they cou^d not demonflrate

and convince
•,

to mifreprcfent what they could

not vindicate, and elude the arguments which

they could not refute. In the houfe of com-

jmons lord Hervey, lately appoiiited vice cham-

berlain of his maje(ly*s houlhold, made a mo-
:tion for an addrels of thanks, in wh'.ch they

C c j ihould
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A.c.iyiu f^ould declare their intire approbation of the

Icing's conduct
-, acknowledge the bleiTings

they enjoyed under his government -, exprefs

their confidence in the vvifdom of his counfels ^

and declare their reaainefs to grant the neceffary

fupplies. ThTs 'member, fon to the earl of

Briilol, was a nobleman of fome parts, which

however, were more fpecious than folid. He
condefcended to a6l as a fubaltern to the mini-

iler, and approved himfelf extremely adive in

forwardino; all his defLo^ns, whether as a fecret

ciii'ii'ciry,
or public orator ;

in which laft capa-

city he appears to have been pert, frivolous, and

frothy. His motion was feconded by Mr.

Clutterbuck, and oppofed by Sir Wilfred Law-

fon, Mr. Shippen, Mr. W. Pulteney, Sir Wil-

liam Wyndham, and Mr. Oglethorpe. They
did ROt argue againil a general addrefs of

thanks
-,

but expofed the abfurdity and bad

pendency of expreilions which im.piied a blind

approbation of all the meafures of the miniflry.

Sir Y/ilfred Lawfon obferved, that notwithiland-

ing the ^reat things we had done for the crown

of Spain, and the favours we had procured for

the royal family of that kingdom, little or no

fatiifadipn had as yet been received for the

injuries our merchants had fuilained from that

nation. Mr. Pulteney took notice, that the na-

tion, by becoming guaranty to the pragmatic
fanclion, laid itfelf under an obligation to afiifl

the Auilrian fam.ijy when attacked by any po-

tentate
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tentate whatever, except the grand fignor : that '^•^- '"3*-

they might be attacked when it would be much

againft the intereft of the kingdom to engage
itlelf in a war upon any foreign account : that it

might one day be for the intereft of the nation

to join againft them, in order to preferve the

balance of Europe, the eftablifhing of which

liad already coft England fuch immenfe fums of

money. He infifted upon the abfurdity of con-

cluding fuch a number of inconfiitent treaties;

.and concluded with faying, that if affairs abroad

were now happily eftabliflied, the miniftry v/hich

conducted them might be compared to a pilot,

who, though there was a clear, fafe, and ftraighn

channel into port, yet took it in his head, to

carry the fhip .a great way about, through fands^

rocks, and ftiallows ; who, after having loft a  

great number of feamen, deftroyed a great deal

of tackle and rigging, and fubjeded the owners

to an enormous expence, at laft, by chance,

hits the port, and trium.phs in hi^ good conduct.

Sir William Wyndhani fpoke to the fame pur-

pofe.
Mr. Oglethorpe, a gentleman of un-

blemifned charadler, brave, generous, and hu-

mane, affirmed, that many other things related

more nearly to the honour and intereft of the

nation, than did the guaranty of the pragmatic

fandlion. He faid, he wiftied to have heard

that the nev/ works at Dunkirk had been intire-

iv razed and deftroyed : that the nation had rer

ceived full and complete fatisfadion for the de-

C c 4 preda-
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4.C. 1731. predations committed by the natives of Spain
*

that more care was taken in difciplining the mili-

tia, on whoie valour the nation muft chiefly d€-

petid in cafe of an invafion ; and that foitie^rii^

gaid had been fhewn to the oppreffed prote-

ftants in Germany. He exprefled his fatisfac-

tioA to find that the Englifli were not fo clofely

ynited to France ^s formerly ; for he had gene-

rally obferved, that when two dogs were in a

lealh together, the ftronger generally ran away
with the weaker j and this, he was afraid, had

been the cafe between France and Great-Britain.

The motion was vigoroufly defended by Mr.

Pelham, payhnafter of the forces, and brother to

the duke qf Newcaftle, a man whofe greateft

fault was his being concerned in fupporting the

^fneafures of a corrupt mjniftry. In other re-

fpefe he was liberal, candid, benevoleht, 'and

even attached to the interefl of his country^

though egregioufly miftaken in his notions of

government. On this occafiqn he aflerted, that

it was no way inconfiftent with the honour or

dignity of that houfe, to thank his majelly in

thWmbff'][5articular terms for every thing he had

bfein pleafed to corrimunicate in his fpeech from

the throne : that no expreffions of approbation

in the addrefs could be any way made ufe of

to prevent an inquiry into the meafures which

had been purfued, when the treaties ihould be

laid before the houfe. He faid, at the opening

pf a feilion the eyes of all Europe were turned

towards
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towards Great-Britain, and from the parliament's a. c. i7jt.

firft refolves, all the neighbouring powers judged
of the unanimity that would enfue between his

majefty and the reprefentatives of his people :

that their appearing jealous or diffident of his

majefty's condu6t, would weaken his influence

upon the councils of foreign ftates and poten-

tates, and perhaps put it out of his power to

redbify any falfe ftep that might have been made

by his miniflers. His arguments were reinforc-.

ed by a long fpeech from Mr. H. Walpole. The

queftion was put, the motion carried, and the

addrefs prefented. \

The next fubjed of the debate was the number ^=5'^*"
o™

of land-forces. When the fupply fell under army.

confideration. Sir W, Strickland, fecretary at war,

moved, that the fame number which had been

maintained in the preceding year fhould be con-

tinued in pay. On the other hand, lord Mor-

peth having demonftrated the danger to which

the liberties of the nation might be expofed, by

maintaining a numerous {landing army in time

of peace, made a motion that the number fhould

be reduced to twelve thoufand. A warm debate

enfuing, was managed in favour of the firfl mo-

tion, by lord Hervey, Sir Robert Walpole and

his brother, Mr, Pelham, Sir Philip Yorke at-

torney-general, who was counted abetter lawyer

than a politician, and fhone more as an advocate

at the bar, than as an orator in the houfe of com-

mons. The laft partifan of the miniftry was Sir

William
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of the treafury, a man who rendered himfelf fer-

viceable and necelTary by {looping to all com-

pliances, running upon every fcent, and haran-

guing on every fubje<5l with an even, uninterrupt-

ed, tedious flov/ of dull declamation, compofed
of affertions without veracity, conclufions from

falfe premifes, words without meaning, and lan-

guage without propriety. Lord Morpeth's mo-

tion was efpouled by Mr. Watkin Williams

Wynne, a gentleman of an antient family and

opulent fortune in Wales, brave, open, hofpita-

ble, and warmly attached to the antient conftitu-

tion and hierarchy : he was fupported by Mr.

Walter Plumer, who fpoke with weight, preci-

lion, and feverity; by Sir W. Wyndham, Mr.

Shippen, Mr. W. Pulteney, and Mr. Barnard.

The courtiers argued, that it was neceffary to

maintain fuch a number of land-forces as might
defeat the defigns of malcontents, lecure the in-

terior tranquillity of the kingdom, defend it

from external ailaults, overawe its neighbours,

and enable it to take vigorous meafures in cafe

the peace of Europe fhould be reimbroiled.

They affirmed the fcience of war was fo much

altered, and required fuch attention, that no

dependence was to be placed upon a militia :

that all nations were obliged to maintain (landing

armies, for their feeunty againft the encroach-

ments of neighbouring powers : that the num-

ber of troops in Great- Britain was too inconfider-

able
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able to excite the jealoufy of the people, even a. 0.1731.

under an ambitious monarch : that his majefty

never entertained the lead thought of infringing

the liberties of his fubjeds : that it could not be

fuppofed that the officers, among whom were

many gentlemen of family and fortune, wouli;!

ever concur in a defign to enilave their country ;

and that the forces now in pay could not be pro-

perly deemed a Handing army, inafmuch as

they were voted and maintained from year to

year by the parliament, which was the rcprefen-

tative of the people. To thefe arguments the [

members in the oppofition replied, that a Hand-

ing force, in time of peace, was unconllitutio-

nal, and had been always thought dangerous :

that a militia was as capable of difcipline as a

Handing army, and would have more incentives

to courage and perfeverance : that the civil ma-

giftrate was able to preferve the peace of the

country : and, that the number of the malcon-

tents was altogether contemptible, though it

might be confiderably augmented by maintain-

ing a (landing army, and other fuch arbitrary

meafures : that other nations had been enflaved

by Handing armies
-,
and hov/foevep they might

find themfelvcs necelTitated to depend upon a

military force for fecurity againH incroaching

neighbours, the cafe was very different with re-

gard to Great-Britain, for the defence of which

nature had provided in a peculiar manner : that

this provilion was Hrengthened and improved by
a
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nion of the ftra ; and, if properly difpofed, would

render all inyafion impradVicable, or at leaft in-

effectual : that tKe land-army of Great- Britain,

though fufficient to endanger the liberties of an

unarmed people, could not polTibly fecure fuch

an extent of coaft, and therefore could be of

very little fervicc in preventing an invafion : that

though they had all imaginable confidence^in

his majefty's regard for the liberty of his fub-

jeds, they could not help apprehending, that

fhould a fbanding army become part of the con-

ftitution, another prince of more dangerous ta-

lents, and more fatal defigns, might arife, and

employ it for the worft purpofes of ambition :

that though many officers were gentlemen of

honour and probity, thefe might be eafily dif-

carded, and the army gradually moulded into a

quite different temper. By thefe means, prac-

tifed in former times, an army had been new-

modelled to fuch a degree, that they turned their

fwords againil: the parliament, for vv'hofe defence

they had been raifed, and deftroyed the conilitu-

tion both in church and ftate : that with refpedl

to 'its being wholly d-ependent on the parliament,

the people of England would have reafon to

complain of the fame hardfhip, whether a fland-

ing army fhould be declared at once indifpenfi^

ble, or regularly voted from year to year, ac*

cording to the dire6tion of the miniftry : that the

landion of the legiflature granted to meafures

which
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which in themfelves are unconftitutional, bur- a. c. 1731.

denfome, odious, and repugnant to the genius

of the nation, inftead of yielding, confolation,

would ierve only to demonftrate, that the moft

effeclual method of forging the chains of na-

tional flavery, would be that of minifterial in-

fluence operating upon a venal parliament.

Such were the reafons urged againft a (landing

army, of what number foever it might be com-

pofed : but the expediency of reducing the num-

ber from about eighteen thoufand to twelve

thoufand, was infifted upon as the natural con-

fequence of his majefty's declaration, by which

they were given to underftand, that the peace

of Europe was eftabiiHied i and that he had

nothing fo much at heart as the eafe and prcf-

perity of his people. It was fuggefted, thac

if eighteen thoufand men were fufficient, on the

fuppofed eve of a general war in Europe, it was-

fiarely reafonable to think, that a lefs number

would fuffice when peace v/as perfedlly re-efta-

blifhed. Whatever effect thefe reafons had up-

on the body of the nation, they made no con-

verts in the houfe, where the majority refolved

that the Handing army fhould be maintained

without reducftion. Mr. Plumer complained,

that the country was opprelfed by an arbitrary

method of quartering foldicrs, in an undue pro-

portion, upon thofe publicans v/ho refufed to

vote in eledlions, according to thfe diredion of

the miniftry. Mr. Pulteney afierted, that the

^ money
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thoufand men in England, would maintain fixty

thoufand French or Germans, or the fame num-

ber of almofl any other people on the continent.

Sir William Wyndham declared, that eighteeii

thoufand of the Englilh tmops in the late war,^

were maintained on lefs than two thirds of the

fum now demanded for the like number : but"

no regard was paid to thefe allegations.

The next objedl of importance that attrafted

the charita- the noticc of the houfe, was the ilate of the cha-

tfonr"^^"*^*" ritable corporation. This company was firff

'

erefted in the year one thoufand feven hundred

and {tven. Their profefTed intention was to lend

money at legal interefl:, to the poor, upon fmall

pledges-, and to perfons of better rank uport'^"

an indubitable fecurity of goods impawned.
Their capital was at firfl limited to thirty thou-

fand pounds ; but, by licences from the crown,

they increafed it to fix hundred thoufand pounds,

though their charter v/as never confirmed by aft

of parliament. In the month of O6lober, George

Robinfon, Efq-, member for Marlow, the calhier,

and John Thompfon, warehoufe- keeper of the

corporation, difappeared in one day. The pro-

prietors, alarmed at this incident, held feverai

general courts, and appointed a committee

to infpedl the ftate of their affairs. They

reported, that for a capital of above five hundred

'thoufand pounds, no equivalent was found ; in-

ajhuich as their effeds did not amount to the

value
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^^alueof thirty thoufand, the remainder having
a, c. 1731,

been embezzled by means which they could not

difcover. The proprietors, in a petition to the

houfe of commons, reprefented, that by the mod:

iiotorious breach of truft, in feveral perfons to

whom the care and management of their affairs

were committed, the Gorporation had been de-

frauded of the greatefl part of their capital ; and

that many of the petitioners were reduced to the

utmofl degree of mifery and diftrefs : they there -

fore prayed, that as they were unable to detect

the combinations of thofe who had ruined them,

or to bring the delinquents to juftice, without

the aid of the power and authority of parliament,

the houfe would vouchfafe to inquire into the

ftatp of the corporation, and the conduct of their

managers ; and gave fuch a relief to the petitio- ,

ners, as to the houfe fhould feem meet. The

petition was gracioufly received, and a fecret

committee appointed to proceed on the inquiry.

They foon difcovered a moil iniquitous fcene of

fraud, which had been acled by Robinfon and

Thompfon, in concert with fome of the diredors,

for embezzling the capital, and cheating the

proprietors. Many perfons of rank and quality

were concerned in this infamous confpiracy :

fome of the firft characters in the nation did not

efcape fufpicion and cenfure. Sir Robert Sutton

and Sir Archibald Grant, were expelled the houfe

of commons, as having had a confiderable fhare

in thofe fraudulent pra6lices : and a bill was

brought
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quents from leaving the kingdom, or ahenating
their effeffcs. In the mean time, the committee

received a letter from fignior John Angelo Bel-

loni, an eminent banker at Rome, giving them

to underftand, that Thompfon was fecured in
'

that city, with all his papers, and confined to the

cadle of St. Angelo •,
that the papers were tranf-

mitced to his correfpondent at Paris, who ihould

deliver them up, on certain conditions llipulated

in favour of the prifoner. This letter was con-

fidered as an artifice to infinuate a favourable

opinion of the pretender, as if he had taken mea-
fures for fecuring Thompfon, from his zeal for

juftice, and affedion to the EngliQi people. On
this fuppofition the propofals were rejedted with

difdain ; and both houfes concurred in an order,

that the letter Ihould be burned at the Royal

Exchange, by the hands of the common hang-
man. The lower houfe refolved, that it was an

infolent and audacious libel, abfurd and contra-

didtory ; that the whole tranfadion a fc^ndalous

artifice, calculated to delude the unhappy, and

to difguife and conceal the wicked pradices of

the profefTed enemies to his majefty's pcrfon,

crown, and dignity.

Revival of
^° motioii, during this feffion, produced fuch

thefait-tax. a Warm conteft, as did that of Sir Robert Wal-

pole, when, after a long preamble, he propofed
that the duties upon I'alt, which about two years
before had been abolilhed, fliould now be revived
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fors, for the term of three years. In order to

fweeten this propofal, he declared that the land-

tax for the enfuing year lliould be reduced to

one lliilling in the pound. All the members of

the country -party were immediately in commo-

tion. They expreffed their furprife at the grofT-

nefs of the impofition. They obferved, that

two years had fcarce elapfed fince the king, in a

fpeech from the throne, had exhorted them to

abolifh fome of the taxes that were the moil bur-

denfome to the poor : the houfe was then of

opinion, that the tax upon fait was the moft bur-

denfome, and the mofl pernicious to the trade of

the kingdom, of all the impofitions to which the

poor were lubjeded, and therefore it was taken

oft : but that no good reafon could be produced

for altering their opinion fo fuddenly, and refolv-

ing to grind the faces of the poor, in order to

eafe a few rich men of the landed interelt. They

affirmed, that the moft general taxes are not al-

ways the leaft burthenfome : that after a nation

is obliged to extend her taxes farther than the

luxuries of their country, thoie taxes that can be

raifed with the leaft charge to the public, are the .

moft convenient and the eafieft to the people :

but they ought carefully to avoid taxing thofe

things which are necefiary for tliQ ftibfiftence of

the poor. The price of all neceffaries being

thus enhanced, the wages of the tradefmen and

manufadurer muft be encreafed -, and, where

N^ 99
D d thele
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fold by thoie of cheaper countries. The trade

muil of confequence be ruined ; and it is not to

be fuppofed that the landed gentleman would

chufe to fave a Ihilling in the pound from the

land-tax, by means of an expedient that will

ruin the manufa6tures of his country •,
and de-

creafe the value of his own fortune. They al-

ledged, that the fait- tax particularly affeded the

poor, who could not afford to eat frefh provi-

fions : and that,, as it formerly occafioned mur-
^

murs and difcontents among the lower clafs of

people, the revival of it would, in all probability,

exalperate them into open fedition. They ob-

ferved, that while it was exaded in England, a

great number of merchants fent their fhips to

Ireland to be victualled for their refpedlive

voyages ; that, fmce it had been aboliihed,

many experiments had been fuccefsfully tried

with fait, for the improvement of agriculture,

which would be entirely defeated by the revival

of this impofition. They fuggefted, that the

land-tax was raifed at a very fmall expence, and

fubjecb to no fraud, whereas that upon fait would

employ a great number of additional officers in

the revenue, v/holly depending upon the mini-

ftry,
whofe infiuence in eledtions they would

proportionably increafe. They even hinted,

that this confi deration was one powerful motive

for prr^pofmg the revival of an odious tax which

v/as in effect an excife, and would be deemed a

2 ftep,
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ftep towards a general excife upon all forts of a.
0.1731^

provifions. Finally, they demonflrated that the

falt-tax introduced numberlefs frauds and per-

juries in different articles of traffic. Sir Robert

Walpole endeavoured to obviate all thefe ob-

jedlions in a long fpeech, which was minutely
anfwered and refuted in every article by Mr.

Pulteney. Neverthelefs, the queftion being put,

the minifter's motion was carried in the affirma-

tive, and the duty revived : yet, before the bill

paffed, divers motions were made, and additio-

^nal claufes propofed by the members in the op-

pofition. New debates were raifed on every new

objedlion, and the courtiers were obliged to dif-

pute their ground by inches.

Thepenlion bill was revived, and for the third

time reje(5led in the houfe of lords. A bill for

the encouragement of the fugar-colonies pafTed

through the lower houfe with great difficulty ;

but was loft among the peers : another for the

better fecuring the freedom of parliaments, by
farther qualifying members to fit in the houfe of

commons, was read the third time, and thrown

out upon the queftion. A committee had been

appointed to enquire into a fale of the eftate

which had belonged to the late earl of Der-

wentwater. It appeared by the report, that tht

fale had been fraudulent : a bill was prepared-to

make it void : Dennis Bond, efquire, and fer-

jeant Birch, commiffioners for the fale of the

D d 2 for-
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rious breach of trud, and expelled the houfe, of

which they were members : George Robinfon,

efquire, underwent the fame fentence, on ac-

count of the part he acted in the charitable cor-

poration, as he and Thompfon had neglcdled to

furrender themfclves according to the terms of a

bill which had pafTed for that purpofe. During
this feflion, five members of parliament were ex-

pelled for the moil foidid ads of knavery -,
a fure

fign of national degeneracy and difnonour. All

the fupplies were granted, and, among other ar-

ticles, the fum of two and twenty thoufand fix

hundred ninety-four pounds feven fhillings and

fix-pence, 'for the agio or difference of the fubfi-

dies payable to the crown of Denmark, in pur-

fuance of the treaty fubfifting between the late

king and that monarch ; but, this was not ob-

tained without a violent difpute. Mr. Pulteney,
who bore a confiderable fhare in all thefe debates,

became in a little time fo remarkable as to be

thought worthy of a very particular mark of his

Mr. p>ite-
maiefly's difpleafure. The kin^, on the firll day

neyftruck r t 1 n j r 1 .1
out of the of July, called for the council- book, and with

iunfeiioZ' his own hand flruck the name of William Pulte-

ney, efquire, out of the lift of privy-counfellors :

his majefty farther ordered him to be put out of

all the commifTions of the peace. The feveral

lords-lieutenants from whom he had received

deputations, were commanded to revoke them ;

and
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and the lord chancellor and fecretaries of flate a. 0.173?.

were diredted to give the neceflary orders for that

purpofc. ,

Nor did the houfe of peers tamely and unani-

moufly fubmit to the meafures of the miniftry.

The penfion-biii being read, was again rejeded,

and a proteil entered. A debate arofe about the

number of ftanding forces : and the earl of Chef-

terfield argued for the court-motion. The earl

of Oxford moved, that they might be reduced to

twelve thoufand effedive men. The earl of

Wincheifea obferved, that a ftanding army ren-

dered minifters of ftate more daring than other-

wife they would be, in contriving and executing

projects that were grievous to the people :

fchemes that never could enter into the heads of

anv but thofe who were drunk with exccfs of

power. The marquis of Tweedale, in reafoning

againil fuch a number as the miniftry propofed,

took occafion to obferve, that not one Ihilling of

the forfeited eftaces was ever applied to the ufe of

the public : he likev/ife took notice, that the eigh-

teen thoufand men demanded as a ftanding force,
'

were modelled in fuch a manner, that they might

be fpeedily augmented to forty thoufand men on

any emergency. The duke of Argyle endea-

voured to demonftrate the danger of depending

for the fafety of the kingdom upon an undifci- H

plined militia, a fleet, or an army of auxiliaries.

Then he reprefented the necefiity of having re- \

courfe to a regular army in cafe of invafion ;

Dd 3 and
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A.c.,73z. and after all acknowledged, that the number

propofed was no way fufficient for that purpofe.

All his arguoicnts were anfwered and refuted in

an excellent fpeech by the lord Carteret j never-

thelefs, vidory declared for the minifler. The

parliament having granted every branch of the

fupply, towards the payment of which they bor-'

rowed a hm from the finking fund, and pafied

divers other ads for the encouragement of com-

merce and agriculture, the king on the firft

day of June gave the royal alien t to the bills

that were prepared ; and clofed the feflion, after

having informed both houfes that the Hates-

general had acceded to the treaty of Vienna :

that he had determined to vifit his German do-

minions, and to leave the queen regent in his

^^ ,
. abfence. He accordingly fet out for Hanover

The king _ _

o J

fets out for in the beginning of June. By this time the

pragmatic fandion was confirmed by the diet of

the empire, though not without a formal protell

by the eledors Palatine, Bavaria, and Saxony.

, , ,
The moft remarkable incident that dillin-

Remarkable
inftanceof guillied this year in England v/as a very uncom-

mon inflance of fuicide ; an ad of defpair fo fre-

quent among the Englifh, that in other coun-

tries it is objeded to them as a national re-

proach. Though it may be generally termed

the effed of lunacy proceeding from natural

caufes operating on the human body, in fome
few inflances it feems to have been the refult of
cool deliberation. Richard Smith, a bookbinder,

and
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and prifoner for debt within the liberties of th« ^.c. 1732.

king's-bench, perfuaded his wife to follow his

example, in making away with herfelf, after

they had murdered their little infant. Thi-s

wretched pair was in the month of April found

hanging in their bed-chamber at about a yard*s

diftance from each other; and in a feparate

apartment the child lay dead in a cradle. They
left two papers inclofed in a Ihort letter to their

landlord, whofe kindnefs they implored in fa-

vour of their dog and cat. They even left

money to pay the porter who {liould carry the

inclofed papers to the perforr for whom they were

addrefTed. In one of thefe the hufband thanked

that perfon for the marks of friendHiip he had

received at his hands ; and complained of the

ill offices he had undergone from a different

quarter. The other paper, fubicribed by the

hufband and wife, contained the reafons which

induced them to act fuch a tragedy on them-

felves and their offspring. This letter was alto-

gether furprifing for the calm refolution, the

good humour, and the propriety with which it

was written. They declared, that they with-

drew themfelves from poverty and rags^ evils,

that through a train of unlucky accidents, were

become inevitable. They appealed to their

neighbours for the induftry with which they
had endeavoured to earn a livelihood. They
jultified the murder of their child, by faying, it

was lefs cruelty to take her with them, than to

D d 4 leave •
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ignorance and mifery. They profelTed their be-

lief and confidence in an Ahnighty God, the

fountain of goodnefs and beneficence, who could

not polTibly take delight in the mifery of his

creatures : they therefore refigned up their lives

to him without any terrible apprehenfions ; fub-

mitting themfelves to thofe ways which, in his

goodnefs, he fhould appoint after death.

Thcfe unfortunate fuicides had been always

indulirious and frugal, invincibly honeil, and

remarkable for conjugal affedlion.

Truflees having been appointed by charter

to fuperintend a new fettlemenc in Georgia, fitu-

ated to the fouthward of Carolifia in America,

Mr. Oglethorpe, as general and governor of the

province, embarked atGravefend, with a number

of poor families to plant that colony. The king
of Spain having equipped a very powerful arma-

ment, the fleet failed on the fourth day of June
from the road of Aiicanr, under the command of

the count de Montemar, and arrived on the coafl

of Barbary in the neighbourhood of Oran, where

a confiderable body of troops was landed without

much oppofition. Next day, however, they
were attacked by a numerous army of Moors,
over whom they obtained a" complete victory.

The bey or governor of Oran, immediately re-

tired with his garrifon, and the Spaniards took

poiTefTion of the place, from which they had

been driven in the year one thoufand feven hun-

dred
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dred and eight. The ftrong fort of Mazala- a. €.1732.

quivir was likewife furrendered to the vi6lors at

the firfl fummons \ fo that this expedition an-

fwered all the views with which it had been pro-

jeded. Vidlor Amadaeus, the abdicated king of Affairs of

oardinia, having, at the mitigation ot his wire, tment.

engaged in fome intrigues, in order to reafcend

the throne, his fon the reigning king, ordered

his perfon to be feized at Montcalier, and con-

veyed to Rivoli, under a ilrong efcorte. His

wife, the marchionefs de Spigno, was condu6i:ed

to Ceva. The old king's confefTor, his phy-

fician, and eight and forty perfon s ofdiflinc-

tion, were imprifoned. The citadel of Turin

was fecured with a flrong garrifon ^ and new in-

flrudiions were given to the governor and fenate

of Chamberri. The difpute which had long
fubfiiled between the king of PruiTia and the

young prince of Orange, touching the fuccef-

fion to the eftates poflefTed by king William IIL

as head of the houfe of Orange, was at laft ac-

commodated by a formal treaty figned at Berlin

and Dieren. The Dutch were greatly alarmed

about this time with an apprehenfion of being
overwhelmed by an inundation, occafioned by

worms, which were faid to have confumed the

piles and timber-work that fiipported their

dykes. They prayed and failed with uncom-

mon zeal, in terror of this calamity, which they

did not know how to avert in any other manner.

At length, they were delivered from their fears

1 by
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dangerous animals. About this time, Mr.

Dieden, plenipotentiary from the elector of Ha-

nover, received, in the name of his mafter, the

inveltiture of Bremen and Verden from the

hands of the emperor.
The hiftory of England at this period cannot

be very interefling, as it chiefly confifts in an

annual revolution of debates in parliament. De-
^

bates, in which the fame arguments perpetually
Mating of recur on the fame fubieds. When the feffion
theparlia* -*

nifint. was opened on the fixteenth day of January, the

king declared, that the fituation of affairs both

at home and abroad, rendered it unnecefTary for

him to lay before the two houfes any other rea-

fons for calling them together, but the ordinary

difpatch of the public bufmefs, and his defire of

receiving their advice in fuch affairs as fhould

require the care and confideration of parliament.

The motion made in the houfe of commons for

an addrefs of thanks, implied, that they ihould

exprefs their fatisfaflion at the prefent fituation

of affairs both at home and abroad. The motion

was carried, notwithilanding the oppofition of

thofe who obferved, that the nation had very

little reafon to be pleafed with the prefent

poflure of affairs : that the French were employ-
ed in fortifying and reftoring the harbour of

Dunkirk, contrary to the faith of the moflfolemn

treaties : that the Britifh merchants had receiv-

ed no redrefs for the depredations committed by
the
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the Spaniards : that the commerce of England a c. 1732.

daily decreafed : that no fort of trade throve

but the ti-affic of Change-alley, where the moft

abominable frauds were pradifed : and that

€very fefTion of parliameat opened a new fcene

of villainy and impofttion.

The penfion-bill was once more revived, and

loft again in the houfe of peers. All the rea-

fons formerly advanced againft a (landing army
were now repeated; and a reducflion of the

number infifled upon with fuch w^armth, that

the minifterial party were obliged to have re-

courfe to the old phantom of the pretender. Sir

Archer Croft faid, a continuation of the fame

number of forces was the more necefiary, be-

caufe, to his knowledge, popery was increafing

very fail in the country ; for, in one parifh

which he knew, there were fevcn popifh priefls:

and, that the danger from the pretender was the

more to be feared, becaufe they did not know

but he was then bi*eeding his fon a proteftant.

Sir Robert Walpole obferved, that a redudion

of the army v/as the chief thing v/ifhed for, and

defired by all the Jacobites in the kingdom :

that no redu(5lion had ever been made but

what gave frefh hopes to that party, and encou-

raged them to raife tumults againft the govern-

ment-, and, he did not doubt, but that if they

ftiould refolve to reduce any part of the army,

there ftiould be poft-horfes employed that very

night to carry the good ne\YS beyond fea to the

pretender.
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A. c, 1732, pretender. His brother Horatio, added, that

the number of troops then propofed was abfo-

lutcly neceflary to fupport his majefty's govern-

ment, and would be necelTary as long as the na-

tion enjoyed the happinefs of having the pre-

fent illuilrious family on the throne. The

futility, the felf-contradi^lion, and the ridiculous

abfurdity of thefe fuggeilions, were properly

expofed ; neverthelefs, the army was voted with-

Addrefstn out any rcdudion. Sir Wilfred Lawfon having

touchingthe made a motion for an addrefs to the king, to

pKdttLt"
^^^^^ ^^^^ fatisfadion had been made by Spain
for the depredations committed on the Britilh

merchants ; it was after a violent debate ap-

proved, and the addiefs prefented. The king,

in anfwer to this remonftrance, gave them to

iinderfcand, that the meeting of the commiflaries

of the two crowns had been fo long delayed by
unforefeen accidents, that the conferences were

not opened till the latter end of the preceding

February ; and, that as the courts of Lon-
don and Madrid had agreed, that the term of

three years ilipulated for finifhing the commil-

fion, fliould be computed from their firfh meet-

ing, a perfed: account of their proceedings could

not as yet be laid before the houfe of commons.
A bill had been long depending for granting

encouragement to the lugar colonies in the

Weft-Indies ; but, as it was founded upon a

prohibition that v/ould have put a ftop to all

commerce between the French iflands and the

Britilh
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Brltifli fettlemcnts in North-America, it met a. c. 1732

with a very warm oppofition from thofe\vho had

the
pi ofperity of thofe northern colonies at heart.

But the bill being patronized and fupported by
the court intereft, furmounted all objedlions ;

and afterwards pafTed into a law. While the

commons deliberated upon the fnpply, Sir

Robert Walpole moved, that five hundred thou-

fand pounds fhould be ifTued out of the fmking
fund for the fervice of the enfuing year. Sir

William Wyndham, Mr. Pulteney, and SirJohn

Barnard, expatiated upon the iniquity of pillag-

ing a facred depofit, folemnly appropriated to

the difcharge of the national debt ; and they

might have demon ftrated the egregious folly of

a meafure, by which the public, for a little tem-

porary eafe, loft the advantage of the accu-

mulating intereft which would have ariien from

the fmking fund if properly managed and re-

ferved. All objections vanifhed before the

powers of minifterial influence, which nothing
now could check but the immediate danger of

popular commotion. Such hazardous interpo-

fition a6tually defeated a fcheme whickhad been

adopted by the minifter
•,
and even before it5

appearance alarmed all the trading part of the -

nation.

The houfe having refolved itfelf into a com-

mittee, to deliberate upon the moft proper me-

thods for the better fecurity and improvement
of the duties and revenues charged upon to-

bacco
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A. c. 173a. bacco and wines, all the papers relating to

thefe duties were fubmitted to the perufai of

the members; the commifTioners of the cuf-

lioms and excife were ordered to attend the

t ho life, the avenues of which were crowded

with nnultitudes of people •,
and the members

in the oppofition waited impatiendy for a pro-

pofal, in which they thought the liberties of

their country fo deeply interefted. In a word,

there had been a call of the houfe on the pre-
A.

The excife ceding day. The feffion was frequent and full ;

fcbemepro- and both fides appeared ready and eager for the

Robert conteft, wh^n Sir Robert Walpole broached his

defign. He took notice of the arts which had

been ufed to prejudice the people againft his

plan before it was known. He affirmed, that

the clamours occafioned by thefe prejudices had

originally rifen from fmugglers and fraudulent

dealers, who had inriched themfelves by cheating
the public ; and, that thefe had been llrenu-

oufly affifled and fupported by another fet of

men, fond of every opportunity to Hir up the

people of Great-Britain to mutiny and fedition.

He qMJatiated on the frauds that were com-

mitted in that branch of the revenue arifing

from the duties on tobacco
•, upon the hardfhips

to which the American planters were fubje(5lcd

by the heavy duties payable on importation, as

v/ell as by the ill ufage they had met with from

their fadlors and correfpondents in England,

who, from being their fervants. w.ere now be-

come
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come their mailers-, upon the injury done to a. €.17^2.

the fair trader, and the lofs fuftained by the

public with refpedt to the revenue. He avert-

ed, that the icheme he was about to propofe

would remove all thefe inconveniencies, prevent

numberleis frauds, perjuries, and falfe entries,

and add two or three hundred thoufand pounds

per annum to the public revenue. He entered

into a long detail of frauds pradlifed by the

knavifli dealer in thofe commodities : he recited

the feveral a6ls of parliament that related to the

duties on wine and tobacco : he declared he had

no intention to promote a general excife : he

endeavoured to obviate fome objeclions that

might be inade to his plan, the nature of which

he at length explained. He propofed to join

the laws of excife to thofe of the cuftoms, that

the farther fubfidy of three farthings per pound

charged upon imported tobacco, fliould be flill

levied at the cuilom-houfe, and payable to his

majefty's civil- lifl:, as heretofore : that tiien the

' tobacco ihould be lodged in warehoufes, to be

appointed for that purpole by the commiffioners

of the excife : that the keeper of each v^arehoufe,

'^appointed likewife by the commifFioners, (hould
^
'liave one lock and key, and the merchant-im-

porter have another : and, that the tobacco

^^^ ihould be thus fecured until the merchant fnouid

find vent for it, either by exportation or home

confumption : that the part defigned for ex-

portation fnouid be v;eighed at thecuftom-houfe,

dii>harged
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A.c. 1732. difcharged of the three farthings per pound

which had been payed at its firfl importation ;

and then exported without further trouble : that

the portion deftined for home-confumption
ihould, in prefence of the warehoufe-keeper, be

delivered to the purchafer, upon his paying the

inland duty of four pence per pound weight to

the proper ofHcer appointed to receive it ; by
which means the merchant would be eafed of

the inconvenience of paying the duty upon im-

portation, or of granting bonds and finding fure-

ties for the payment, before he had found a

market for the comimodity : that all penalties

and forfeitures, fo far as thty formerly belonged

to the crown, fhould for the future be applied

to the ufe of the public : that appeals in this, as

well as in all other cafes relating to the excife,

fhould be heard and determined by two or three

of the judges to be named by his majcfty, and

in .he country, by the judge of a;'^ze upon the

next circuit, who Ihould hear and determine

fuch appeals in the moflfummary manner, with-

out the formality of proceedings in courts of law

or equity.

Such was the fubflance of the famous excife

toW fcheme, in favour of which Sir Robert VValpolc
fchemr.

jnoyed, that the duties and fubfidies on tobacco,

fhould from and after the twenty-tcurth day of

June ceafe and determine. The debate which

enfued was managed and maintained by all the

able fpeakers on both fides of the queftion* Sir

Robert
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Robert Walpole was anfwered by Mr. Perry,
a. c. 1732%

memberforthe city ofLondon. SirPaul Methuen

joined in the oppofition. Sir John Barnard, an-

other reprefentative of London, diftinguifhed

himfelf in the fame caufe. He was fnpported

by Mr. Pulteney, Sir William Wyndham, and

other patriots. The fcheme was efpoufed by
Sir Philip Yorke, appointed lord chief-juflice of

the king's-bench, and ennobled in the courfe of

the enfuing year. Sir Jofeph Jekyll approved

of the project, which was likewife ftrenuouily

defended by lord Hervey, Sir Thomas Robinfon,

Sir William Yonge, Mr. Pelham, and Mr.

Winnington, which lafc excelled all his cotem-

poraries of the miniflry in talents and addrefs.

Thofe who argxied ag^nfl the fcheme, accufed

the minifler of having mifrepref^nted the frauds,

and made talfe calculations. \v ith reipect to

the fuppofed hardihips under which cUv: planters

were faid to labour, they afrirmed, that no plan-

ter had ever dreamed of complaining, until in-

ftigated by letters and applications from Lon-

don : that this fcheme, far from relieving the

planters, would expofe the fad:ors to fuch griev-

ous opprcfiion, that they would not be able to

continue the trade, confequently the planters

would be intirely ruined ; and after all, it would

not prevent thofe frauds againft which it was

faid to be provided : that from the examination

of the commifTioners of the cuftoms, it appeared
that thofe frauds did not exceed forty thoufand

N^. 99. E e pounds
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A.c, 173*- pounds per annum, a^d might in a gre^t:mea-
lure be abolillied bv a duQ execution of the laws

in being ^ confequently th]s ^fcheme was unne-

ceffary, wo^ild be inefSedual in augmenting the

revenue. deftrudiYC to- trade, and dangerous to

the liberties of the fubjeft, as it tended to pro-

mote a. general excife, which was in all countries

confidered^as a grievous opprefTion. They fug-

gefted that it would produce an additional

iwarm of excife-oiBcers and warehoufe-keepers,

appointed and payed by the treafury, fo as Co

multiply the dependents oa the crown, and en-

able it ilill farther to influence the freedom of

cledlions : that the traders would become (laves

to excife-men and warehoufe-keepers, as they

would be debarred all accefs to their eommo*

dides^ except at certain hours, when attended

by thofe oflicers : that the n>ercharit, for every

quantity of tobacco he could fell, wotild be

obliged to make a journey, or fend a mefienger

to the office for a permit, which could not be

obtained without trouble, expeace, and delay :

and, that fliould a law be enacted in confequence
of this motion, it would in all probability b^

fome time or other ufed as a precedent for ia*

trqducing excife-laws into every branch of the

revenue ; in which cafe the liberty of Great-

Britain would be no more. In the courfe of

this debate. Sir Robert Walpole took notice <>i

ithe multitudes which had befet all the ap-

proaches to the houfe.. He faid,. jt,,would be

aa
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an eafy tafk for adefigning feditiQus perfon to a.c. 173Z.

rali'e a tumult and diforder among them : that

gentlemen might give them what name they
(hould think fit, and affirm they were come as.

humble fuppliants -, but, he knew whom the

law called fturdy beggars : and thofe who

brought them to that place could not be certain

but that they might behave in the fame manner.

This infinuation was refented by Sir John Bar-

nard, who obferved, that merchants of charadler-

had a right to come down to the court of re-

quefts^ and lobby of the houfe of commons, in

order to follicit their friends and acquaintance

againft any feheme or projedl which they might
chink prejudisial to their commerce : that when

he came into the houfe, he fav/ none but fuch

as deferved the appellation of fturdy beggars as

little as the honourable gentleman himlelf, or

any gentleman whatever. After a warm difpute ^ ^

the motion was carried by a majority of fixty-

one voices. Several refolutions were founded

on the propofal ; and to thefe the houfe agreed,

though not without another violent conteft. The
refolutions produced a bill, againft which peti-

tions were preferred by the lord mayor, alder-

men, and common -council of London, the cities

of Coventry and Nottingham. A motion was

made that counfel fhould be heard for the city

of London ; but it was reje^^ed by the majority,

and the petitions were ordered to lie upon the

table. H»ithe minifter encountered nooppofition

E e 2 but
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AC, 1733. but that which appeared within doors, his pro-

]tdi would have certainly been carried into exe-
^

cution V but the whole nation was alarmed, and,

clamoured Ibudly againft the exciie-bill. Thc^

populace ftill crowded around Weftminftcr-

hall, blocking tip all the avenues to the

houfe of commons. They even infulted the^

perfons of thofe members who had voted for the

miniftry on this occafion ; and Sir Robert Wal-

pole began to be in fear of his life. He there-

fore thought proper to drop the defign, by

moving, that the fecond reading of the bill

might be poflponed till the twelfth day of June;

Then complaint being made of the infolence of

the populace, who had maltreated feveral mem-

bers, divers refolutions were taken againft thole

tumultuous crowds and the^r abettors; and

thefe refolves were communicated to the lord-

mayor of London, the fheriff of Middlefex, and

the high bailiff of Weftminfter.' Some indivi-

duals were apprehended in the court of requefts,^

as having fomented the difturbances ; but they
were foon releafed. The mifearriage of the bill

was celebrated with public rejoicings rn London
and Weftminfter

•,
and the minifter was burned

in effigie by the populace. After the mifear-

riage of the excife-fcheme, the houfe unani-

moufly refolved to inquire into the frauds and

abufes in the cuftoms; and a committee of

twenty-one perfons was chofen by ballot for this

purpole.
Tlie
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The fubfeqiient debates of this fefllon were a. c. 1733.

occafioned by a bill to prevent the infamous

praftice of ftock-jebbing, which with great dif-

ficulty made its way to the houfe of lords, who
made fome amendments, in confequence of

which it was laid afide ; and, by another bill

eftablifhing a lottery, to raife five hundred thou-

fand pounds for the relief of thofe who had fuf-

fered by the charitable corporation. After hav-

ing undergone fome alterations, it pafTed through
both houfes, and obtained the royal afTent. The

kmgy by a meflage to parliament, had fignified

his intention to give the princefs- royal in mar-

riage to the prince of Orange, promifing him-

felf their concurrence and affiilance, that he

might be enabled to bellow fuch a portion with

his eldeft daughter, as fhould be fuitable to the

occafion. The commons immediately refolved,

that out of the monies arifing from the fale of dower to

lands in the ifland of St. Chriftopher's, his ma- f.llC''"'

jcfty fhould be empov>^ered to apply fourfcore

thoufand pounds as a marriage-dower for his

daughter ; and a claufe for this purpofe was in-

ferted in the bill, for enabling his majefly to ap-

ply five hundred thoufand pounds out of the

finking-fund for the fervice of the current year.

The oppofition in the houfe of lords was flill

more animated, though ineffedual The de-

bates chiefly turned upon the penfion-bill, and

the number of land-forces, on a motion made

by lord Bathurft, for an account of the produce
E e 3 of
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^•»733' of the forfeited eftates, which had belonged to

V -s the diredors of the South-fea company. The

rSa'^s^ truilees for thefe eftates had charged themfelves

If
with a great fiim of money •,

and the lords in

live oppofition thought they had a right to know

pany, how it had been difpofed. The miniftry had

rcafons to ftifle this inquiry ; and therefore op-

pofed it with ail their vigour. Ncverthelefs, the

moticn was carried, after a warm difpute, and

the diredors of the South-fta company were

ordered to lay the account before the houfe.

From this it appeared, that the large fums of

money arifing from the forfeited eftates, had

been diftnbuted among the proprietors by way
of dividend, even before recourfe was had to

parliament for directions in what manner that

produce ftiould be applied : lord Bathurft there-

fore moved for a refolution of the houfe, that

the difpofal of this money by way of dividend,

without any order or direction of a general court

for that purpofe, was a violation of the a6t of

parliament made for the difpofal thereof, and a

manifeft injuftice done to the proprietors of

that ftock. The duke of Newci^ftle, in order

to gain time, moved, that as the account was

confufed and almoft unintelligible, the prefent

diredors of the company might be ordered to

lay before the houfe a further and more diftinft

account of the manner in which the money had

been difpofed. A violent conteft enfued, in the

courfc of which the houfe divided, and of fitty-

feven
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feven peers who voted for the delay, forty-fix
^.c. 1733.

were fuch as enjoyed preferment in the church,

commifEons in the army, or civil employments
under the goveramen r. At length lord Bathurft

waved -his motion for that time : then the houfe

ordered, that the prefent and former directors

of the South-fea company, together with the

late inipedlors of their accounts, fhoiild attend

and be examined. They were accordingly in-

terrogated, and gave fo little fatisfa6lion, that

lord Bathuril moved for a<:ommittee of inquiry i

but the queftion being put, v/as carried in the ne-

gative : yet a very ftrong protefl was entered

by t-he lords in the oppofition. The next fub-

je6t of altercation was the bill for mifapplying

part oftlie produce of the fmking-fund. It was

attacked with all the force of argument, wit,

and declamation, by the earl of Strafford, the

lords Bathurft and Carteret, and the earl of

Chefterficld, who had by this time refigned his

ftaif of lord-fleward of the houfhold, and re-

nounc-ed all connection with the miniflTy. Lord

Bathnrft moved for a refolution, importing,

that, in the opinion of the houfe, the finking-

fund ought for the future to be applied, in time

of peace and public tranquillity, to the redemp-

tion of thofe taxes which were mod prejudicial

to the trade, mod burdenfome on the manufac-

ture, and moft oppreflive on the poor of the

nation. This motion was over- ruled, and the

bill adopted by the majority. On the eleventh

E e 4 day



412 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
A.c. 1733. day of June, the king gave the royal affent to

the bills that were prepared, and clofed the fef-

fion with a fpeech, in which he took notice of

the wicked endeavours that had been lately

iifed to inflame the minds of the people, by the

moll uniufl mifreprefentations.
Double

^
. 1 1 • r rt n

eieaion of Europe was now remvolved in rrelh troubles,

Poianl° by a vacancy on the throne of Poland. Auguf-
tus died at Warfaw in the end of January, andv

the neighbouring powers were immediately in^

commotion. The ele6lor of Saxony fon to the

late king, and Stanidaus whofe daughter was

married to the French monarch, declared thcm^^'

ielves candidates for the Polifh throne. Th@^

emperor, the czarina, and the king of PrufTia^*

efpoufed the interefts of the Saxon
-,
the king of

France fupported the pretenfions of his father-

in-law. The foreign minifters at Warfaw forth-

with began to form intrigues among the elec-

tors ; and the marquis de Monti, ambafTador

from France, exerted himfelf fo fuccefsfially, that

he foon gained over the primate, and a majority
of the catholic dietines, to tht interefls of Stanifr

laus
',

while the imperial and RufTian troops ho-

vered on the frontiers of Poland. The French

king no fooner underftood that a body of

the emperor's force> was encamped in Silefia,

than he ordered the duke of Berwick to afiemble

an army on the Rhine, and take meafures for

entering Germany, in cafe the ImperiaUitsihould

march into Poland. A French fleet fet fail for

Dantzick,
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Dantaick, while Staniflaus travelled through
a. c. 1733-

Germany in difguife to Poland, and concealed

himfelf in the houfe of the French ambaflador

at Warfaw. As the day of eleflion approached^
the Imperial, Ruffian, and PrulTian minifters, de-^

livered in their feveral declarations, by way of

protefts againft the contingent eledion of Stanif-

laus, as a perfon profcribed, difqualified, depend-

ing upon a foreign power, and conned:ed with

the Turks and other infidels. The Ruffian ge-

neral Lafci entered Poland at the head of fifty

thoufand men: the diet of the elcdion was

opened with the ufual ceremony on the twenty-

fifth day of Augufl : prince Viefazowill<:i chief

>of the Saxon interefl, retired to the other fide of

the Viftula, with three thoufand men, including

fome of the nobility who adhered to that party.

Neverthelefs, the primate proceeded to the elec-

tion : Staniflaus was unanimoufly chofen king •,

at\d appeared in the eleftoral field, where he was

received with loud acclamation. The oppofite

party foon increafed to ten thoufand men ; pro-

tefted againft the eledlion, and joined the Ruffian

army, which advanced by fpeedy marches. King

Staniflaus finding himfelf unable to cope with

fuch adverfaries, retired with the primate and

French ambafTador to Dantzick, leaving the pa-

latine of Kiow at Warfaw. This general attack-

ed the Saxon palace, which was furrendered up-

on terms : then the foldiers and inhabitants plun-

dered the houfes belonging to the grandees
who

5 h^d
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A, c. I7J3. had declared for Auguftys^.as well as the hotel
"

oftthe Ruffian miniiler^ In the mean time, thcj

Poles, who had joined the Mufcovites, finding it

impradicable to pafs the Viilula before the expi->
 

ration of the time fixed for the fefllon of the:

diet, eredbed a kolo at Grocow, where the elec-

tor of Saxony was chofen and proclaimed by the

bifhop of Cracow, king of Poland, under the, .

name of Auguilus III. on the fixth day of 06loem

ber. They afterwards pafled the river, and the

palatine of Kiow retiring towards Cracow, they

took pofTefTion of Warfaw, where in their tura.j

they plundered the palaces and houfcs belonging
to the oppofite.party.

^^ ,. During thefe tranfactions, the French kins.
The kings o / . .

of France, concludcd a treaty with Spain and Sardinia, by
•Spain, and

i r j i i
•

/I.

Sardinia] ;in which thelc powci's agreed to declare war againlt

«mp"rcn

^

the emperor. Manifellos were publiihed reci-

procally by all the contracting pa^vcrs. The duke

of Berwick palTed the Rhine in October, and

undertook; the fiege ofFortKehl, which in a

few days was furrendered on capitulation : then

he repaffed the river, and returned to Ver->

failles. The king of Sardinia having declared

war agamft the emperor, joined a body ofFrench ,

forces commanded by marechal de Viilars, and

drove the Imperialifls out of the Milanefe. His
'

Imperial majefty dreading the effeds of fuch a

powerful confederacy againll him, ofi^ered to:'

compromife all differences with the crown of

Spain, under the mediation ofthe king of Great-

Britain I
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Britain; and Mr. Keene, the Britilh minifter at a. c. 1738.

Madrid, propofed an accommodation. Philip

expreffed his acknowledgments to the king of

England, declaring, however, that the emperor's
advances were too late j and that his own relb-

lutions were already taken. Neverthelefs, he

fent orders to the count de Montijo, his ambafla-

dor at London, to communicate to his Britannic

majefty the motives which had induced him ta

take thefc refolutions. In the mean time, he

detached a powerful armament to Italy, where

they invefted the Imperial fortrefs of Aula, the

garrifon ofwhich was obliged to furrcnder them-

felves prifoners of war. The republic of Venice

declared fhe would take no (hare in the difputes

of Italy, the ftates -general figned a neutrality

with the French king, for the Auftrian Nether-

lands, without confulting the emperor or the

king of Great- Britain; and the EngUfh councils

feemed to be altogether pacific.

In November, the prince of Orange arriv-
l^^^;;"

ed at Greenwich, in order to efpoufe the prin-
arrives m

» ,
' *

n J England .

cefs royal; but the marriage was poftponed

upon account of his being taken ill ; and he

repAired to Bath in Somerletlhire, to drink

the waters for the recovery of his flrength.

Henrietta the young dutchefs of Marlborough

dying about this time, the tide devolved to his

fifter's fon the earl of Sunderland. Lord King

refigning the office of chancellor, it was con-

ferred upon Mr. Talbot follicitor- general, toge-

ther

England <
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K. c. i7a3- ther with the title of a baron ; a promotion that

reflefted honour upon thofe by whom it was ad-

vifed. He pofTefTed the fpirit of a Roman fena-

tor, the elegance ofan Atticus, and the integrity

of a Cato. At the meeting of the parliament in

January, the king told them, in his fpeech, that

though he was noway engaged in the war which
*

had begun to rage in Europe, except by the

good offices he had employed among the con-

tending powers, he could not fit regardlefs of the

prefent events, or be unconcerned for the confe-

quences of a war undertaken and fupported by
fuch a powerful alliance. He faid he had thought

proper to take time to exarnine the fa6ls alledg-
'

ed on both fides, and to wait the refult of the i

councils of thofe powers that were more imme-^

diately interefled in the confequences of the ru^-^^

ture. He declared he would concert with his
"

allies, more particularly with the flates general
'

of the United Provinces, fuch meafures as fhould

be thought mod: advifable for their common

fafety, and for refloring the peace of Europe.
'

In the mean time, he exprefTed his hope that

they would make fuch provifion as fhould fecure

his kingdom, rights, and poffeflions, from all

dangers and infults, and maintain the refpe6t

due to the Britifh nation. He faid, that what-

ever part it might in the end be moft reafonable

for him to a6l, it would in all views be neceffary,

when all Europe was preparing for arms, to put
his kingdoms in a poflure of defence. The mo-

tion
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tion for an addrefs of thanks produced, as ufual,
a. c. 1733,

a debate in both houfes, which, it muft be own-

ed, appears to have proceeded from a fpirit of

cavilling, rather than from any reafonable caufe

of objedion.
The houfc of commons refolved to addrefs his Altercations

,^. ^. in the" kouf«

majefty for a copy ot the treaty of Vienna. Sir of com-

John Ruihout moved for another, defiring that

^the letters and inftriK^ions relating to^he execu-

tion of the treaty of Seville fliould be fubmitted

to the infpedion of the commons ; but, after a

hard ftruggle it was over-ruled. 1 he next mo-

tioR was made by Mr. Sandys, a gentleman who

had for fome time appeared ftrenuous in the op»-

pofition, and wrangled with great perfeverance.

'He propofed, that the houfe fhould examine the

inftrudtions which had been given to the Bri-

tifh minifter in Poland, fome years before the

death of king Auguftus^ that they might be the

better able to judge of the caufes which produc-

ed this new rupture among the powers of Eu-

rope. The motion being oppofed by all the

court-members, a conteft enfued, in the courfe

of which Mr. Pulteney compared the miniftry

to an emperic, and the conftitution of England
to his patient. This pretender in phyfic (faid he)

being confuked, tells the diftempered perfon,

there were but two or three ways of treating his

difeafe ; and he was afraid that none of them

would fucceed. A vomit might throw him in-

to convulfions that would occafion immediate

death ;
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wotdd carry him off in a (hort time
-,
and he had

been already bled fo much, and fo often, that he

could bear it no longer. The unfortunate patient

fhocked at this declaration, replies,
** Si r^ yt^u

*' have always pretended to be a regular do6l:or,

*' but I now find you are an arrant quack. I

*' had an excellent conftitution when I firft fell

<*^ into your hands, but you have quite deftroy-
" ed it ; and now I find I have no other chance
" for faving my life, but by calling for the help
" of fome regular phyfician.'* In the debate,

the members on both fides feemed to wander

from the queftion, and indulge themfelves with

ludicrous perfonalities. Mr. H. Walpole took

occafion to fay, that the oppofition treated the

miniftry as he himfelf was treated by fome of his

acquaintance, with refped to his drefs. " If I

am in plain cloaths (faid he) then they call me
a llovenly dirty fellow ; and if by chance I

wear a laced fuit, they cry. What, (hall fuch

^^ an aukward fellow wear fine cloaths ?" He
continued to fport in this kind of idle buffoonery.

He compared the prefent adminiftration to a,

fhip at fea. As long as the wind was fair, and pro-

per for carrying us to our defigned port, the word

was "
Steady ; fteady !" butwhen the wind began

to fhift and change, the word was neccfifarily al-

tered to "
Thus, thus, and no near." The mo-

tion was overpowered by the majority; and this

was the fate of feveral other propofals made by

^ .
the

<c

it
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the members in the oppofition. Sir John Bar- a. c. 1733.

nard prefented a petition from the druggifts,

and other dealers in tea, complaining of the in-

fults and oppreflTion to which they were fubje^t-

ed by the excife laws, and imploring relief. Sir

John and Mr. Perryj another of the city-mem-

ibers, explained the grievous hardlhips which

thofe traders fuilained, and moved that the pe-

tition might be referred to the confideration of

^the whoje houfe. They were oppofed by Mr.

iWinnipgfon, Sir W. Y^ngc, and other partiians

pf<the miniftry •,
and thefe fkirmifhes brought oa

a genejcal engagement of the two parties, ia

which every weapon of fatire, argument, reafon,

^igod truth, was wielded agalnfl that odious, ar-

bitrary, and oppreflive method of coUeding thcj^

public revenue. Neverthelefs, the motion in fa-

ivour of the fufferers was rejeded.

3i When the commons deliberated upon the fup-

"^ply^, Mr.' Andrews, deputy paymafter of the

army, moved for an addition of eighteen hun-

^dred men to the number of land-forces which

had beenv continued fmce the preceding year.

^The members in the oppofition difputed t^is

{fmall augmentation with too much heat and ea-

ogernefs. It mull be acknowledged, they were

.eby this'tkne irritated into fuch perfonal animo-

fity agai-nft the minifter, that they refolved to

©ppofe all his meafures, whether they might or

might not be necefTary for the fafety and advan-

vtage of the kingdom. Nor indeed were they

altogether
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Debate a -

bout remov-

ing the

duke of

Bolton and

lord Cob-
h»m from

their refpec <

tivcrcgi-

yacnts.

altogether blameable for ading on this maxim,
if their fole aim was to remove from the confi-

dence and counfels of their fovereign, a man
whofe condud they thought prejudicial to the

intereft and liberties of their country. They
could not, however, preverit the augmentation

propofed ; but they rcfolved, if they could not

wholly Hop the career of the miniftry, to throw

in fuch a number of rubs as Ihould at leaft retard

their progrefs. The duke of Bolton and lord

Cobham had been deprived of the regiments

they commanded, becaufe they refufed to con-

cur in every project of the admin iftration. It

was in confequence of their difmillion that lord

Morpeth moved for a bill to prevent any com-

million-officer, not above the rank of a colonel,

from being removed, unlefs by a court-martial,

or by addrefs of either houfe of parliament. Such

an attack on the prerogative might have fucceed-

ed in the latter part of the reign of the firft

Charles •,
but at this juncture could not fail to

mifcarry : yet it was fuftained with great vigour

and addrefs. When the propofal was fet afide

by the majority, Mr. Sandys moved for an ad-

drefs to the king, defiring to know who advifed

his majefty to remove the duke of Bolton and

lord Cobham from their refpeclive regiments.

He was feconded by Mr. Pulteney and Sir Wil-

liam Wyndham : but the miniftry forefeeing ano-

ther tedious difpute, called for the queftion, and

the motion was^* carried in the negative. The

next
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hext fource of contention was a bill for fecurlng
^'^^ *733*

the freedom of parliament, by limiting the num-

ber of officers in the houfe of commons. It was

read a firft and fecond time
•, but, when a mo-

tion was made for its being oditimitted, it met

with a powerful oppofition, and produced a

warm debate that iffued in a queftion which, like

the former, pafTed in the negative. A clergy-

man having infmuated in converfation, that Sir

William Milner, baronet, member for York, re-

ceived a penfion from the miniflry, the h(>ufe

took cognizance of this report: the clergyman .

acknowledged at the bar that he might have

dropped fuch a hint from, hearfay. The accufed

member protefted, upon, his honour, that hr- ne^

ver did, or ever would receive, place, penfion^

gratuity, or reward, from the court, either di-

redlly or indiredlly, for voting in parliament, or

upon any other account whatever. The accufav-

tion was voted falfe and fcandalous, and'the. acr

cufer taken into cuftody, but in a 'few days he

was diitharged upon his hurrible petition, and

begging pardon of the member whom he had

calumniated. The duty upon fait was prolong-

ed for eight years ; and a bill palTed againft

ftock-jobbing.

But the fubjedt which of all others employed i^^^'^onfot

. . '11 ^^^ repeal

the eloquence and abilities on both fides to the of the fep-

moifvigorous exertion, was a motion made by
Mr. Bromley, who propofed that a bill fhould

be brought in for repealing the feptennial a6V,

Numb. C. F f and

Unuial aiSi
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of parliaments. The arguments for and againfl

ieptennial parliaments have already been ftated.

The miniltry now infiiled upon the increafe of

papifts and Jacobites, which rendered it dan-

gerous to weaken the hands of the government :

they challenged the oppofirion to produce one

inflance in which the leail incroachment had

been made on the liberties of the people, fince

the feptennial a6t took place ; and they defied

the moft ingenious malice to prove that his pre-

fent majefty had ever endeavoured to extend any
branch ofthe prerogative beyond its legal bounds.

Sir John Hynde Cotton affirmed, that in many

parts of England the papifts had already begun
to ufe all their influence in favour of thole candi-

dates who were recommended by the minifters

as members in the enlliing parliament. With

refpedt to his majefty's condudl, he faid he would

not anfwer one word : but as to the grievances

introduced fmce the law was ena6bed for feptert-

nial parliaments, he thought himfelf more at li-

berty to declare his fentimencs. He aflerted,

that the feptennial law itleifwas an encroachment

on the rights of the people : a law paiTed by a

parliamenc that made itfeif feptennial. He ob-

served, that the laws of treafon with refped to

trials were altered fince that period : that in for-

mer times a man was tried by a jury of his rftigh-

bours,within the county where the crimes alledg-

ed againil him were faid to be committed ; but

by
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by an a6t of feptennial parliament he might be a. c. 1733.

removed and tried in any place where the crown,

or rather the miniflry, could find a jury proper

for their purpofe ; where tlie prifoner could not

bring any witnefs in his juftification,
without an

expence wljich perhaps his circumflances would

not bear. He afked if the riot ad was not an

encroaohment on the rights of the people ? An
ad by which a little dirty juftice of the peace,

the meanefl and vilefl tool a minifter can ufe,

,
who perhaps fubHils by his being in the commif-

fion, and may be deprived of that fubfiilence at

the pleafure of his patron, had it in his power to

put tw^enty or thirty of the beft fubjeds in Eng-
land to immediate death, without any trial or

form but that of reading aproclamxation.
" Was

' not the fatal South-lea fcheme (faid he) efla-

' bhfhed by the ad of a feptennial parliament ?

' And can any man aflc, whether that lav/ was
' attended with any inconvenience ? To the

'

glorious catalogue I might have added tha

' late excife-bill, if it had paiTed into a law;
'
but, thank heaven, the feptennial parliament

' was near expiring before that famous m.ea-

' fure was introduced.'"

Sir William Wyndham concluded an excel-
• 11 1

Conclufion

lent fpeech, that fpoke him the unrivalled ora- ofaremark-

tor, the uncorrupted Briton, and the unfhaken Lsir wji.

patflot, in words to this effed. " Let us fup- 12^'''^''^'

"
pofe a man abandoned to all notions of virtue

*' and honour, of no great family, and but a

F f 2 mean
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ilate, by the concurrence of many whimfical

events j afraid, or unwilling to truft any but

creatures of his own making, loft to ail fenfe

" of fhame and reputation ; ignorant of his

"
country's true intereft, purluing no aim but

" that of aggrandizing himfelf and his favou-

" rites ; in foreign affairs, trufting none but
" thofe who from the nature of their education,
*' cannot poiTibly be qualified for the fervice of

" their country, or give weight and credit to

their negotiations. Let us fuppofe the true

interefcof the nation, by fuch means, negledl-
" ed or mifunderilood, her honour tarnifhed,

her importance 1o(l, her trade infulted, her

merchants plundered, and her failors mur-
" dered ; and all thefe circumftances overlook-

"
ed, left his adminiftration fhould be endan-

gered. Suppofe him next pofTefTed of im-

menfe wealth, the plunder of the nation, with

a parliament chiefly compofed of members
*' whofe feats are purchafed, and whofe votes

*' are bought at the expence of the public trea-

*' fure. In fuch a parliament, fuppofe all at-

^'
tempts made to inquire into his condud:, or to

" relievs the nation from the diftrefs which has

*' been intailed upon it by his adminiftration.

*'
Suppofe him fcreened by a corrupt majority of

" his creatures, v^hom he retains in daily pay,
'' or engages in his particular intereft, by dif-

''
tribudng among them thofe pofts and places

'' which
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** which ought never to be beftowed upon any

a. e. 1733,

*' but for the good of the public. Let him
*'

plume himfelf upon his fcandalous vicloiy,
*' becaufe he has obtained a parliament like a

packed jury ready to acquit him. at all adven-

tures. Let us llippofe him domineering with

infolence over all the men of antient families,

over all the men of Cen^t^, figure, or fortune,
"

in the nation : as he has no virtue of his own,
*'

ridiculing it in others, and endeavouring to

**

deflroy or corrupt it in all. With fuch a mi-
'*

niiler, and fuch a parliament, let us luppofe
" a cafe which 1 hope will never happen : a

prince upon the throne uninformed, ignorant,

and unacquainted with the inclinations and

true intereit of his people, weak, capricious,

tranfported with unbounded ambition, and

poiTeiTed with infatiable avarice. 1 hope fuch

a cafe will never occur ; but, as it pofTibly

may, could any greater curfe happen to a na-

tion, than fuch a prince on the throne, ad-

*'
viied, and folely advifed, by fuch a minifter,

" and that minifter fupported by iuch a parlia-
" ment. The nature of mankind cannot be al-

tered by human laws, the exiftence of fuch a

prince or Rich a minifter we cannot prevent

by a61: of parliament ; but the exiftence of
*' fuch a parliament 1 think we may prevent; as

*'
it is much more likely to exift, and may do

" more mifchief v/hile the feptennial law remains

** in force, than if it were reoealed : therefore

F f 3
"

I am

ii.

(C
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^jTpj heartily for its being repealed." Not-

v/ithftandi ng the moil warm, the moil nervous,

the moil pathetic remonftrances in favour of the

motion, the queftion was put, and it was fup-

prellld by meer dint of number.
A,c. .734.

-pi^^ triumph of the miniilry was ftill more

complete in the fuccefs of a meffage delivered

from the crown, in the latter end of the feffion,

when a great many members of the other party

had retired to their reipedtive habitations in the

Menage country. Sir Robert Walpoie delivered this com-

kfngfor milTion to the houfe, im.porting, that his ma-

armeVt" ]^^^7 might be enabled to augment his forces, if

the forces. Qccafion fhould require fuch an augmentation,

betv/een the diflbiution of this parliament and

the election of another. Such an important point,

that was faid to (Irike at ths foundation of our li-

berties, was not tamely yielded ; bur, on the con-

trary, contefled with uncommon ardour.. The

motion for taking the melTage into confideration

was carried in the affirmative
-,
and an addrefs

prefented to the king, fignifying their compliance

with his defire. In confequence of a fubfequent

meffage, they prepared and pafTcd a bill ena-

bling his majeily to fettle an annuity of five thou-

fand pounds for life on the princefs- royal, as a,

mark of his paternal favour and affedion.

Oppofidon The oppofition in the houfe of peers kept
in the houfe . i ,  ^ 1 r r J
of peers. pacc v/ith that in the houfe or commons, and

was fupported with equal abilities, under the auf-

pices of the lords Bathuril and Carteret, the earls

of
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of Chefterfield and Abingdon. The duke of a. c. 1734.

Marlborough made a motion for a bill to regu-

late the army, equivalent to that which had been

rejedcd in the lower houfe , and it met with the

fame fate, after a warm difpute. Then the lord

Carteret moved for an addrefs to the king, that

he would be gracioufly pleafed to acquaint the

houfe who adviled his majefty to remove the duke

of Bolton and the lord vifcount Cobham from

their refpedlive regiments -,
and what crimes

were laid to their charge. This propofal was

likewife rejeded, at the end of a debate in which

the duke of Argyle obferved, that two lords had

been removed, but only one foldier had loft his

commiffion. Such a great majority of the Scot-

tifh reprefentatives had always voted for the mi-

niftry fmce the acceffion of the late king ; and

fo many of thefe enjoyed places and preferments
in the gift of the crown, that feveral attempts

were made by the lords in the oppofition, to pre-

vent for the future the minifterial influence from

extending itlelf to the eledions of North- Britain.

Accordingly, two motions for this purpofe were

made by the earl of Marchmont, and duke of

Bedford ; and fuftained by the earls of Chefter-

field, Winchelfea, and Stair, the lords Willough-

by de Broke, Bathurft, and Carteret. They
were oppofed by the dukes of Newcaftle and

Argyle, the earl of Cholmondeley, earl Powlet,

lord Hervey, now called up by writ to the houfe

of peers, and lord Talbot. The queftion being

F f 4 put
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•, and
the earl of Stair was deprived of his regiment of

dragoons, after having performed the moil fig-

nal fervices to the royal family, and exhauile4

his fortune in fiipporting the interefts and dig-

nity of the crown. Strenuous protefts v/ere en-

tered againft the decifion of the majority, con-

cerning the king's melTage demanding a power
to augment his forces during the recefs of par-

liament i as aifo againfl a bill for enabling his

majefty to apply the furn of owe million two hun-

dred thoufand pounds out of the fmking fund,

limTct' ^or the fervice of the current year. The bufi-

nefs of the fefTion being difpatched, the king re-

paired to the houfe of lords on the fixteenth day
of April, and having paiTed all the bills that were

ready for the royal alTent, took leave of this

parliaaient, with the warmeft acknowledgment
of their zeal, duty, and afFe6tion. It was ar hrfl

prorogued, then diflolved, and another convok-

ed by the fame proclamation. On the four-

teenth day of March, the nuptials of the prince

of Orange and the princefs royal were folemnized

with great magnificence j and this match was at-

tended with addreffes of congratulation to his

majefty from different parts of the kingdom.

The Ruf- The powers at war upon the continent adled

^ans
befiegc ^j^j^ furprifinff vjorour. The Ruffian and Saxon

army invefted the city of Dantzick, in hope of

fecuring the perfon of king Staniflaus. The

tpwn was ft-rong, the garrifon numerous ; and,

animatecj
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animated by the examples cf the French and a. c. 1734.

Poles, made a very obilinate defence. For ibme

time they were lupplieci by lea with recruits,

arms, and ammunition. On the eleventh day of

May, a reinforcement of fifteen hundred men
v/as landed from tv/o French

fliips of war and

fome tranfports, under Fort Wechfelmunde,
which was fo much in want of provifions, that

they were not admitted : they therefore re -em-

barked, and failed back to Copenhagen. But
afterwards a larger number were landed in the

fame place, and attacked the Ruffian intrench-

ments, in order to force their way into the city.

They were repuh^ed in this attempt, but retired

in good order. At length the Ruffian fleet ar-

rived under the command of admiral Gordon ;

and now the fieee Vv'as carried on with orreat

fury. Fort Wechfelmunde was furrendered :

the French troops capitulated, and were em-

barked in the Ruffian fhips, to be conveyed to

fome port in the Baltic. Staniflaus efcaped in

the difguife of a peafant to Marienwarder, in the

Pruffian territories. The city of Dantzick fub-

mitted to the dominion of Auguftus III. king of

Poland, and was obliged to defray the expence

of the war to the Ruffian general count de Mu-

nich, who had afiumed the command after the

fiege was begun. The Polifh lords at Dantzick

fignedan adloffubmiffion to king Auguftus, who,
on the tenth day of July, arrived at the convent

pf Oliva. There a counfel was held in his pre-

7 fenoe
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which he propofed. Then a general amneily
was proclaimed ; and the king fet out on his re-

turn to Drefden.

phiiipf. On the Rhine the French arms bore down

burgh^takcn ^ij refiftance. The count de Beileiae befieged
/rench. ^^j took Tracrbach. The duke of Berwick, at

the head of fixty thoufand men, invefted Philipf-

burgh, while prince Eugene was obliged to re-

main on the defenfive, in the ftrong camp at

, Heilbron, waiting for the troops of the empire.

On the twelfth day of June, the duke of Ber-

v/ick, in vifiting the trenches, was killed by a

cannon-ball, and the command devolved upon
the m.arquis d'xAsfeldt, who carried on the ope-
rations of the fiege with equal vigour and capa-

city. Prince Eugene being joined by the dif-

ferent reinforcements he expeded, marched to-

wards the French lines-, but found them fo

ftrong that he would not hazard an attack ; and

fuch precautions taken, that with all his military
talents he could not relieve the befieged. At

length general Watgenau the govenor capitulat-

ed, after having made a noble defence, and ob-

tained the mod honourable conditions. Prince

Eugene retired to Heidelberg ; and the cam-

paign ended about the beginning of Odiober.

The Imperial arms were not more fuccefsful in

Italy. The infant Don Carlos had received fo

many invitations from the Neapolitan nobility,
that he refolved to take poirefTion of that kingdom.

6 He
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He began his march in Feb. at the head of the a. c. ,734,

Spanifh forces ; publifhed a manifefto, declaring

he was fent by his father to relieve the kingdom
of Naples from the opprelfion under which it

groaned, and entered the capital aniidft the ac-

clamations of the people ^ while the count dq

Vifcompti the German viceroy, finding himfclt

unable to cope with the invaders thought pro-

per to retire, after having thrown fuccours inta

Gaeta and Capua. When he arrived at Nocera,
he began to aflemble the militia, with intent to

form a camp at Barietta. Tlie count de Mon-
temar marched with 4 body offerees againil this.

general, and obtained over him a complete vic-

tory at Bitonto in Apuglia, on the twenty-fifch ^
of May, when the Imperialiils were entirely

routed, and a great number of principal oScers,

taken prifoners. Don Carlos being proclaimed
and acknowledged king of Naples, created the

count de Montemar duke of Bitonto ; reduced

Gaeta, and all other parts of the kingdom which

were garrifoned with Imperial troops, and refolv-

ed to fubdue the ifland of Sicily. About twenty
thoufand troops being deftined for this expedi-

tion, were landed in the road of Solanto in Au-

guft, under the command of the new duke of

Bitonto, who being favoured by the natives,

proceeded in his conquefls with great rapidity.

The people acknowledged Don Carlos as their

fovereign, and took arms in lupport of his govern-

ment jfo that the Imperial troops were drivea

before
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whole kingdom, except Meffina, Syracufe, and

Trepani, when the infant determined to vifit the

ifland in perfon.

While don Carlos was thus employed in the

conqueft of Naples and Sicily, the Imperialifts

were hard prefTed in Lombardy by the united

forces of France and Piedmont, commanded by
the king of Sardinia and the old marechal duke

deVillars. In the month of January they un-

dertook the fiege of Tortona, which they re-

duced ; while the troops of the emperor began
to pour in great numbers ii :':o the Mantuan. In

tht beginning of May, count Merci, who com-

t manded them, pafTed the Po in the face of the

allies, notwithflanding all the fkill ofVillars,

obliged him to retreat from the banks of that

river, and took the caille of Colorno. The old

French general being taken ill, quitted the army
and retired to Turin, where in a little time he

died ; and the king of Sardinia repairing to the

fame place, the commaand of the allied forces

devolved upon the marechal de Coigny. The

confederates were polled at Sanguina, and the

Imperialifts atSorbola, when the count de Merci

made a motion to San Profpero, as if he intend-

ed either to attack the enemy, or take poireffion

of Parma. The marechal de Coigny forthwith

made a difpofition for an engagement -, and.

Battle of 01^ t^" twenty- ninth day of June, the Imperial
p^i.ma,

general having paiTed the Parm.a, began the

attack
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attack with great impetuofity. He charged in a.c. t;34.

perlbn at the head of his troops, and was killed

loon after the battle began. Neverthelefs, the

prince of Wirtemberg afluming the command,
both armies fought with great obliinacy, from

eleven in the forenoon till four in the afternoon,

when the Imperialiits retired tov/ards Monte Ciru-

galo, leaving five thoufand men dead on the field

of batde, and among thefe many officers ofdiflinc-

tion. The lofs of the allies was very confiderable,

and they reaped no folid fruits from their vi61;ory.

The Imperial forces retreated to Reggio, and

from thence m.oved to the plains of Carpi, on

the right of the Secchia, where they received

fome reinforcements ; then general count

Konigfegg arriving in the camp, took upon him-

felf the command of the army. His firil fiep

was to take pod: at Quingentolo, by which mo-
tion he fccured Mirandola, that was threatened

with a fiege. On the fifteenth of
Februai-y,

he forded the river Secchia, and furprifed the

quarters of marechal de Broglio, who efcaped

in his fliirt with great difficulty. The French

retired with luch precipitation, that they left all

their baggage behind, and above two thoufand

were taken prilbners. Theypofted themfelves

under Guaflalla, v/herc, on the nineteenth day The imp?.

of the month, they were vigoroufly attacked by l"J/v,vr"ft-

the Imperialifts, and a general engagement en-

fued. Konigfegg made feveral defperate efforts

to break the French cavalry, upon which, how-

ed at Gua-

flalla.

ever
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on both fides fought with uncommon ardour for

fix hours, and the field v/as covered with car-

nage. At length the Imperial general retreated

to Lazara, after having loft above five thoufand

men, including the prince of Wirtemberg, the

generals Valpareze and Colminero, with many
other officers of diftincStion : nor was the damage
fuilained by the French greatly inferior to that

of the Germans, who repalTed the Po and took

poll on the banks of the Oglio. The allies

crolTed the fame river, and the marquis de Mail-

lebois was fent v/ith a detachment to attack

Mirandola ; but the Imperialifts marching to

the relief of the place, compelled him to aban-

don the enterprife : then he rejoined his army,
which retired under the walls of Cremona, to

wait for fuccours from don Carlos. So little re-

Ipedl did the French court pay to the Britilli

nation, at this jun6lure, that in the month of

November an edict was publifhed in Paris,

commanding all the Britifh fubjecls in France,

who were not a6t:ually in employment, from the

age hf eighteen to fifty, to quit the kingdom
in fifteen days, or inlift in fome of the Irifh regi-

ments, on pain of being treated as vagabonds
and fent to the gallies. This edid was executed

with the utmoft rigour. The prifons of Paris

were crouded with the fubjedls of Great- Britain,

who were furprifed and cut off from all commu-
nication with their fi lends, and mufl have

perifhed

France com-

pellingthe
Britifh lub-

je(Sls
to in-

jift in the

French

army.
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perilhed by cold and hunger, had not they been a. c. 1734.

relieved by the a6tive charity of the Janfenids.

The earl of Walde2:rave, who then refided aC

Paris as anibafTador from the king of Great-

Britain, made fuch vigorous remonftrances to

the French miniflry, upon this unheard-of out-

rage, againil a nation with which they had been

fo long in alliance, that they thought proper to

fet the prifoners at liberty, and publifh ar.other

edict, by which the meaning of the former was

explained away.

While thefe tranfadions occurred on the con-

tinent, the king of Great -Britain augmented his

land-forces
•,
and warm ccntefls were maintained

through the whole united kingdom in eledling

reprefentatives for the new parliament. But in

all thefe flruggles the miniilerial power predo-

minated
•,
and the new members appeared with

the old complexion. The two houfes aflembled
Meeting of

on the fourteenth day of January, and Mr. On- ^^'^"^ ^

flow was re-eleded as fpeaker. The leaders of

both parties in all debates were the felf fame

perfons who had conduced thofe of the former

parliament ; and the fame meafures were pur-

fued in the fame manner. The king, in his

fpeech at the opening of the fefiion, gave them

to underfland, that he had concerted with the

ftates general of the United Provinces, fuch

meafures as were thought moft advifeable for

their common fafety, and for reftoring the peace

of Europe : that they had confidercid on one fiue>

the
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court both in England and Holland, for obtain-

ing fuccours againft the powers at war with the

houfe of Auftria ; and on the other fide, the

repeated profelTions made by the allies, of their

fmcere difpofition to put an end to the prefent

troubles upon honourable and folid terms : that

he and the ftates-general had concurred in are-

folution to employ their joint and earneil in-

ftances to bring matters to a fpeedy and happy
accommodation : that their good offices were

at length accepted •,
and in a fhort time a plan

would be offered to the confideratioii of all par-

ties engaged in the war, as a bafis for a general

negotiation of peace. He told them he had

ufed the power vefled in him by the lail parlia-

ment with great moderation ; and concluded a

treaty with the crown of Denmark of great im-

portance in the prefent conjuncture. He ob-

ferved, that whilft miany of the principal powers
of Europe were adlually engaged in a war,

Great-Britain muil be more or lefs affe6led with

the confequences ; and as the beft concerted

meafures are liable to uncertainty, the nation

ought to be prepared againft all events. He
therefore expreffed his hope, that his good fub-

jefe v/ould not repine at the neceffary means

of procuring the bkfilngs of peace and uni-

verfal tranquility, or of putting him in a condi-

tion to a6l that part which it might be neceffary

and incumbent upon him to take. The addrefs

of
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of thanks produced a difpute as vifaal, which '^•^' '"H-

ended with an acquiefcence in the motion. The

houfe, in a grand committee on the fupply, re-

folved. That thirty thoufand men fho'jld be

employed for the fervite of the enfuing year:

and, That the land-forces fhoukl be augmented
to the number of tv/enty-five thoufand ^Qw^n

liundred and forty-four effedive men. But

thefe refoiutions were not taken without difpute

and divifion. The miniiler's opponents not

only produced all the reafons which had been

formerly advanced againil a {landing army, but

they oppofed this augmentation with extraordi-

nary ardour, as a huge flride towards the efia-

bliiliment of arbitrary power. They refiited

thofe fears of external broils on which che mi-

^
niftry pretended to ground the necefilty of fuch

an au lamentation •,
and they expofed the weak

conduct of the adminiflration, in having contri-

buted to deftroy the balance of pov/er, by afTiil-

ing Spain againft the emperor in Italy, fo as to

aggrandize the houfe of Bourbon.

Sir William Wyndham moved, that the efti-

mate of the navy fov the enfuing year might bs

referred to aNrele6(: committee. He exprefTed his

furprize, that notwithftanding the vad fums

which had been yearly raifed, and the long con-

tinuance of the peace, the people had not been

quite delivered of any one tax incurred in the

preceding war. He faid, he could not com-

prehend how it was poffible to find pretence^
N''. ICO. G e for
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charges; and he took notice of fomeuncoa-

fcionable articles in the accounts of the riav^-^

debt that lay upon the table. He was feconded

by Mr. Sandys, and fupported by Sir Jofeph

Jekyll and Mr. Pulteney ^ but after fome de-

bate the motion was carried in the negative.

When the new treaty with Denmark fell under

confideration in a grand committee, Mr. H^f

Walpole moved, that the fum of fifty- fix thou-

fand two hundred and fifty pounds fhould be

granted to his majefty as a lubfidy to the Dane,

purfuant to the faid treaty, for the fervice of the

©ebate on ^i^^tiing year. The demand did not meet with

afubfijyto immediate compliance. All the leaders in the

oppofition exclaimed againfl the fubfidy as un-

neceffary and unreafonable. They obferved,

that as the Englifh had no particular intereft of

their own for inducing them to engage in the

prefent war, but only the danger to which the

balance of power might be expoied by that

event ; and as all the powers of Europe were as

much, if not more intereiled than the Englifh

in the prefervation of that balance, fhould it ever

be really endangered, they would certainly en-

gage in its defence, without receiving any valu-

able confideration from Great- Britain ; but,

fliould the Englilh be always the firfl to take

the alarm upon any rupture, and offer bribes

and penfions to all the princes in Europe, *the

whole charge of preferving that^ balance would

fall
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fall upon Great-Brlrain : every ftate would ex- a. c. 1734.

ped: a gratification
from her, for doing that

which it would otherwile be obliged to do for

its' own prefervation : even the Dutch might
at laft refufe to afTifl in trimming this balance,

unlefs Britain fhould fubmit to make the grand

penfionary of Holland a penfionary of England^
and take a number of their forces into Englifh

pay. The debate having had its free courfe,

the-queflion was put, and the motion approved

by the majority. The miniilry allowed a bill

to be brought in for limiting the number of of-

ficers in the houfe of commons ; but, at the

fecond reading it was rcjeded on a divifion, after

a learned debate, in which it appeared, that the

oppofition had gained a valuable auxiliary in

the perfon of lord Polwarth, fon to the earl of

Marchmont, a nobleman of elegant parts, keen

penetration, and uncommon vivacity, who fpoke

with all the fluency and fervour of elocution.

-» -The minority in the houie of lords were not

lefs vigilant and refolute in detedling and oppo-

fing every meafure which they thought would

redound to the prejudice of their country.

But the moft remarkable objed that employed

their attention during this ftrffion was a very ex-

traordinary petition, fubfcribed by the dukes of

Hamilton, Queenfbery, and Montrofe, the earls w sco't-

of Dundonald, Marchmont, and Stair, reprefent- '^^^ ^:^^

in2 that undue influence had been uled in carry-
^^^^^^ of

ing on the eledion of the fixteen peers tor Scot-

G g z land.
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A. c. 1734. land. The duke of Bedford, who deiivered

their petition to the houfe, propofed a dajpfor

taking it into confideration V ""^nd to this they

agreed. It was afterwards moved, that the

confideration of it ihould be adjourned to a lliort

day, before which the petitioners ihould be orti

dered to declare v/hether they intended to con-

trovert the laft eledion of all the fixteen peers j.

or the eie6tion of any, and which of them. This

affair was of fuch an unprecedented nature, thats

the houfe feemed to be divided in opinion about

the manner in which they ought to proceed.

The partifans of the miniilry would have wif-

lingly ilifled the inquiry in the beginning -, but,

the petitioners were fo ilrenuoufly fupported in

their claim to fome notice, by the earls of Chef-

terfield, Abingdon, and Strafford, the lords

Bathurft and Carteret, that they could not dif-

mifs it at once with any regard to decorum.

The order of the houfe, according to the motion

explained above, being communicated by the

lord chancellor to the petitioners, they waited

on him v/ith a declaration, importing, that they
did not intend to ccntrovert the eledlion or re^

turn of the fixteen peers for Scotland ; but, they

thought it their duty to lay before their lord-

fhips the evidence of fuch fads and undue me,-^

thods, as appeared to them to be dangerous ta

the confiitution ; and might in future eieclions

equally affedt the right of the prefenc fixtaelt:

peersj as^ that ot' the other peers of Scotland, if
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hot prevented by a proper remedy. This de-
^' ^' *73+*

claration being repeated to the houfe, the duke

of Devonfhire made a motion, that the petition-

ers might be ordered to lay before the houfe in

writing, inilances of thofe undue methods and

illegal pradices upon which they intended to

proceed, and the names of the perfons they fuf-

pedled to be guiicy. He was warmly oppofed

by the country party ; and a long debate en-

fued, after which the que (lion was carried in

favour of the motion, and the order ilgnified to

the petitioners. Next day their unfvver was read

to the houfe to this effecSl : That as they had

UO intention to flate themfelves accufers, they

could not take upon them to name pardcuJar

perfons who might have been concerned in thofe

illegal praftices •,
but who they were would un-

doubtedly appear to their lordHiIps upon their

taking the proper examinations
•, neverthelefs,

they did humbly acquaint their
Icrdfliips, that

the petition was iayed before chem upon infor-

mation that the lift of the fixteen peers for Scot-

land had been framed previous to the eledcions

by perfons in high truft under the cro\Vn : that

this lift v/as fhewn to peers as a lift approved by

the crown : and was called the king's-lift, from

v/hich there was to be no variation, unlefs to

make way for one or two particular peers, on

condition they ftiould conform to meafures :

that peers were follicited to vote for this lift,

without the liberty of making 2ny alteration:

G g 3 tliat
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A.c. 1734. that endeavours were ufed to engage peers to

vote for this lift by promife of penfions, and

offices civil and military to themfdves-^nd re-

lations, as well as by offers of monef r'^ that

fums v/ere given for this purpofe: that peiir

fions, offices, and releafcs of debts owing to the

crown, were "a^luaily granted to peers who con-

curred in votins; for this lid, and to their rela-

tions '. and, that on the day of eleftion a bat-

talion
of his majeily's troops was drawn up ia

the Abbey-court of Edinburgh, contrary to

cuflom, and without any apparent caufe but

that of overawing the eledlors. This anfwer

gave rife to another violent difpute ; but the

majority voted it unfatisfadory, and the peti-

tion was rejected, though the refolution was

clogged with a vigorous proteft.

Notvv'ithfianding this difcouragement, the

earl of Abingdon moved. That although the

petition was difmilTed, an inquiry might be fet

on foot touching an affiiir of fuch confequence

to the liberties of the kingdom. The earl of

Hay declaring his belief, that no fuch illegal me-

thods had been pradiled, the other produced a

pamphlet, intituled, The protefts of a great

number of noble lords, entered by them at the

iaft eledion of peers for Scotland. Exceptions

being taken to a pamphlet, as an objed up-

worthy of their notice, lord Bathurft exhibited

an authentic copy of thcfe protefts, extraded

frojB the journal of that eledion, figned by the
 

two

'755'
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-two principal clerks, and witnefled by two gentle-
^' ^' '73s.

men then attending in the lobby. Thel'e were

accordingly read, and plainly demonftrated the

truth of the allegations contained in the petition.

Nothing could be more fcandalous, arrogant,

and IhamefuUy flagrant than the condud and

deportment of thofe who aded the part of un-

derflrappers to the miniflry on this occafion.

But all this demonftration, adorned and enforced

by the charms and energy of eloquence, was

like preaching in a dei'art. A motion was made

for adjourning, and carried in the affirmative :

a proteft was entered, and the whole affair con<

ligned to oblivion. Divers other motions were

made fucceffively by the lords in the oppofition,

and reje6led by the invincible power of a ma-

jority. The uninterrupted fuccefs of the mini-

itry did not, however, prevent them from re-

newing the ftruggle as often as an opportunity

offered. They difputed the continuation of the

fait- tax, and the bill for enabling the king to

apply the fum of one million out of the finking-

fund for the fervice of the current year, though
fuccefs did not attend their endeavours. They Biiiexpiain-

fupported with all their might a bill fent up from ot the scot-

the commons, explaining and amending an ad menrtotch.

of the Scottifh parliament, for preventing wron-
j^^^^'j^y*

gous imprifonment, and againft undue delays in nient.

trials. This was all the natives of Scodand had

in lieu of the Habeas- corpus a6t
-, though it did

not fcreen them from opprefTion. Yet the earl

Gg4 ©f
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ting with th^iY neighbours of England in this

refpetfc ^ and the bill was thrown out on .adivi-

fion. The feOlon was clofed on the fifteenth df

May, when the king in -his" fpeech to : both

houfes declared, that the plan 'of pacification

concerted between him and the ftates-general

had not produced the defired eiFe6c. He thanks

ed the commons for the fupplies they had grand-

'ed with fu-h chearfulnefs and difpatch. He-fi^--

uified his intention to vifit his German dominii-

ons ; and told them he fnould conflitute the

queen regent of the realm, in his abfenee. Im-

mediately after the prorogation his majeily em*

barked for Holland in his way to Hanover. '>.

By this time the good underilandino- between
Mifiinder- i«i itti

^
^ r.

landing be- the courts of Madrid and Liibon was deftroyed

courts o/ by a remarkabl.:: incident. 'The Portuguefe
Spain and ambaffador at Madrid, having allowed his do-

meflics to refcue a criminal from the officers of

juftice, all the iervants concerned in that refcue

were dragged from his houfe to prifon, by the

Spaniili king's order, with circnmftanees of

rigour and difgrace. His Portuguefe majefty

being informed of this outrage, ordered reprifals

to be made upon the fervants of the Spaniili am-

baffador at Liibon. The two m.iniiiers with-

drew abruptly to ^hein refpeftive courts. The
two monarchs exprelTed their mutual refent-

ment. The king of Spain affcmbled a body of

troops on the frontiers of Portugal ; and his

Portu-
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Portuguefe majefty had recourfe to the afliilance a, c. 1735.

of iking George. Don Marcos Antonio d'Alze-

veda was difpatched to London with the cha-

racter of envoy extraordinary ; and fucceedcd

in his commifrion accordins; to his wifh. In

a little time after the king's departure from

England, Sir John Norris iailed from Spithead sir John

with a powerful fquadron, in order to proted [^"^-l^oJi"*

the Portuguefe againft the Spaniards -,
and on,

the ninth day of June arrived at Lifbon, where

he was welcomed as a deliverer. Mr. Keene,
the Britilh envoy at the court of Spain, had

communicated to his catholic majefty the refolu-

tion of his mafter to fend a powerful fquadron
to Lifbon, with orders to guard that coaft from

infultSj and fecure the Brazil Rc^ty in which

the merchants of Great-Britain v/rre deeply
interefted. Don Jofeph Patinho, minir!:(?r of

his catholic majefty, delivered a memorial to

Mr. Keene, reprefenting, that fuch an expedi-

tion would affeCl the commerce of Sp::in, by

intimidating foreign merchants from embark-

ing their merchandize in theflota. Bu'c, in all

probability, it prevented a rupture between the

two crowns, and difpofed the king of Spain to

liften to terms of acv-^ommodatix^n.

The powers in alliance againft the houfe of

Auftria having rejedltd the plan of pacitica^

tion concerted by the king of Great Britain

and the ftates- general, Mr. Walpole ambaiTa-

dor at the Hague prefented a memorial to their

hi^h
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4.,c. 17J5.
hjg]^ mightineffes, defiring they would without

lois of time put themfelves iij.a pofture of de-

fence, by an augmentation of their forces at fea

and land, that they might take fuch vigorous

Heps, in concert with Great-Britain, as the future

Cvonjundure of affairs might require. But, be-

fore they would fubjed: themfelves to fuch ex-

pence, they refolved to make further trial of

their influence with the powers in alUance againft

the emperor; and conferences were renewed

with the miniflers of thofe allies. The affairs of

Poland became more and more unfavourable to

the intereil of Staniflaus
-, for, though a great

number of the Polifli nobility engaged in a con.

federacy to fupport his claim, and made repeat-

ed efforts in his behalf, the palatine of Kiow

fubmitted to Auguftus ',
and even his brother

the primate, after having fudained a long icn-

prifonment, and many extraordinaiy hardfhips,

was obliged to acknowledge that prince his fove-

reign. In Italy the arms of the allies flill con-

tinued to profper. Don Carlos landed in Si-

cily, and reduced the whole iiland, almoft with-

out oppofition ; while the Imperialifts were

forced to abandon all the territories they pof-

feffed in Italy, except the Mantuan. The em-

peror being equally unable to cope with the

French armies on the Rhine, implored fuccours

of the czarina, who fcnt thirty thoufand men to

his affiilance. This vigorous interpofition, and

•liie fuccefs of Auguftus in Poland, difpofed the

court
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court of Verfailles to a pacification. A fecret ^' ^' '73S^

negotiation was begun between France and the preiimma-

hoiife of Aullria: and the preliminaries were
»;»«

%"ed
*

by the em-

fcned without the concurrence or knowledge of perorand

. . . J
the ki"g Or

Spain, Sardinia, and the maritime powers. In France,

thefe articles it was ftipulated. That France

fhould reflore all the conquefts Ihe had made in

Germany : that the reverfion of the dukedom

bf Tufcany lliould be veiled in the duke of Lor-

raine : that Lorraine fliould be allotted to king

Stanidaus ; and, after his death, be united to the

crown of France : that the emperor fliould pof-

fefs the Milanefe, the Mantuan, and Parma : that

the king of Sardinia iliould enjoy Vigevano and

Jv'ovara : that Don Carlos jliopld be acknow^

ledged king of Naples and Sicily, and retain the

ifland of Elba, with all the Spanifh territories on

the coaft of Tufcany : and, that France fliould

guaranty the pragmatic fandlion.

The king of Great- Britain returned from Ha- . ^. .o Sabftance of

nover to England in the month of November: theWng'*

and on the fifteenth day of January opened the

feflion of parliament. On this occafion he con-

5gratulated
them on the near profpedl of a gene-

ral peace in Europe, in confequence of the pre-

liminary articles to which the emperor and the

king of France had agreed ; and of which he

had expreded his approbation, as they did not

differ in any elTential point from the plan ofpaci-

fication which he and the dates-general had offered

to the belljgerant powers. He told them th^

he
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A.C. 1735. he had already ordere4 ^ confiderable reduftion

to be made in his forces both by fea and land ;

but, at the fame time obferved, it would be ne -

celTary to continue fome extraordinary expence

until a more perfcft reconciliation fhould be ef-

tablillied among the feveral powers of Europe.

Fi«€eedings An addrefs of thanks was unanimoufly voted.
In pariia-

prefcnted,
and gracioufly received. After the

houfe had received feveral petitions from diffe-

rent counties and gentlemen, complaining of un -

due influence in ele6tions for members of par-

liament ; it proceeded to confider of the fupply,

and Sir Charles Wager moving, that fifteen thou-

fand feamen ihould be employed for the fervice

of the enfuing year, the propofal was approved

without oppofition. But, this was not the cafe

with a motion made by Mr. Pulteney,
" That the

*'
ordinary eflimate of the navy Hiould be refer-

*' red to a feled: committee." The miniflry dif-

couraged all fuch prying meafures: a debate

was produced, the houfe divided, and the mo-

tion was rejected. Such was the fate of a mo-

tion for raifing the fuppiies within the year,

made by Mr. Sandys, and fupported by Sir

John Barnard, Mr.Willimot, and other patriots,,

who demonstrated, that this v/as a fpeedy and

pradlicable expedient for difcharging the natio-

nal debt, lowering the intereft of money, reduc-

ing the price of labour, and encouraging a fpirit

of commerce.

The bill for limiting the number of ofHcers

in the houfe of commons was again revived.

The
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The king was impowered to borrow fix hundred a. c. 1735,

thoufand pounds, chargeable on the finking fund

for the fervice of the enluing year \ though this

power was not eafily granted ; and the houie re-

folved to lay a duty of twenty fliillings per gal-

lon on all fpirituous liquors, after it had appear-

ed to the committee appoinied for that purpofe, v

that thofe fpirits
were p^:'rnicious to the health

and morals of the peoDle. To this refolution

was added another, which amounted to a total

prohibition, namely, that fifty pounds fhould be

yearly payed to his majelly for a licence to be

annually taken out by every perfon who fhould

vend, barter, or utter any fuchfpirituous liquors.

Mr. Walter Plumer, in a well concerted fpeech,

moved for the repeal of fome clai-f:fs in the tell-

a^i thefe he repreiented as a fpecies of periecu-

tiofi, in which proteilant diffenters were con-

founded v/ith the Roman catholics and enemies

to the eftablifhment. Pie was iliftained by lord

Polwarth and rylr. Heathcote -, bur, Sir Robert

Walpole v\'as joined by Mr. Shippen againft the

motion as dangerous to the efiabliflied church;

arid the quellion being put, it was carried in the

negative. Whtn Sir Jofeph Jekyll prefented

to the hcufe, according to order, a bill found-

ed on the refolutions they had taken againft fpi- ^ ^ ^,^^

rituous liquor?. Sir Robert Waloole acquainted ,.„,^ * * A b.Il for

them by his maiefty's command, that as the prevsnring
. the retail of

alterations propofed to be made by that bill, in ipiriuuus

the duties charged upon all (pirltuous liquors,
'^''""'

might in a great degree affect fome part of

- . die
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A.C. 1736. the civil-lift revenues, his majefty, for tht

fake of rernedying fo great an evil as was intend-

ed by that bill to be prevented, did confent to

accept any other revenue of equal value, to be

fettled and appropriated in lieu of his intereft in

the faid duties. The bill was read a fecond

time, and configned to a committee of the whole

houfe
',

but that for limiting the nuniber of of-

ficers in the houfe of commons, was thrown out

at the fecond reading. Petitions againft the bill

touching the retail of fpirituous liquors were pre-

fented by the traders to the Britilh fugar co-

lonies, by the merchants of Briftoi and Liver-

pool, reprefenting the hardlhips to which they

would be expofed by a law which amounted to a

prohibition of rum and fpirits diftilled from mo»

lafTes. In confequence of thefe remonftrances,

a mitigating claufe was inferted, in favour of the

compofition known by the name ofpunch ; and

difiillers were permitted to exercife any other

employment. The fum of feventy thoufand

pounds was voted for making good the defi-

ciencies that might happen in the civil-lift by

this bill, which at length paffed through the

houfe, though not without reiterated difputes

and warm altercation. Violent oppofition was

 likewife made to a bill for the relief of the peo-

ple called quakers, who oifered a petition, repre*

fenting, that though from motives ofconfcience

they refufed the payment of tythes, church-rates,

oblations, and ecciefiaftical dues, they were ex-

pofed to grievous fufferings by profecution in

the
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the exchequer, ecclefiafllcal, and other courts, to a. c.,735,

the impriibnment of their perfons, and the ruin

ofthem and their families. A bill being prepar- Another for

ed for their relief, was read and printed j then
qulkersin^

petitions were preferred againfl it by the clergy ofV,[[,'e'*

of Middlefex, and of many other parts of the

kingdom. Counfel was heard in behalf of thefe

petitioners, and feveral alterations propofed in

the bill, which after long repeated debates fur-

mounted all oppofition, and was fent up to the

lords.navv

In the month of February the king had fent

two members of the privy- council to the prince

of-Wales, with a mieflage, propofmg a maniage
between his royal highnefs and the princefs of

Saxegotha. The propofal being agreeable to

the prince, the marriage was celebrated on the

twenty- Icventh day of April. Upon this occa-

fion Mr. Pulteney moved for an addrefs of con-

gratulation to his majefty, and was fupported by
Mr. George Lytdeton and Mr. William Pitt,

who feized this opportunity oi pronoupcing ele-

gant panegyrics on the prince of Wales and his

amiable confort. Thtie two young members

foon diftinguifhed thcmfelves in the houfc by
their eloquence and fuperior talents. The atten-

tion of the houfe was afterwards converted to a

bill for the prevention of fmuggling ; and ano-

ther for explaining the a(51; for the more efiedlual

preventing bribery and corruption in the eke-,

tion of members to ferve in parliament. Both

made
../*
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A. c, 1739. i^-iade their way through the lower houfe, and

were lent up to the lords for their concurrence.

The number of land-forces voted for the fervice

of the current year was reduced to feventeen

thoufand feven hundred and four effedive men.

The fupplies were raifed by the malt- tax and

land-tax, at two fhillings in the pound, additio-

nal duties on mum, cyder, and perry, Hamped
vellum, parchment, and paper \ and by an a6l

impowering his majeily to borrow fix hundred

thoufand pounds of the finking fuxid. In this

feffion the parliament repealed the old ftatutes of

England and Scotland againil conjuration, witch-

Mortmain craft, and dealing with evil fpirits. The com-
*^* mons likev/ife prepared a bill to refa-ain the dif-

poiition of lands in mortmain, v/hereby they be-

came unalienable. Againfl this meafure peti-

tions were prefented by the two univerfities, the

colleges of Eton, Winchefler, and Wefbminller,

and divers hofpitals that iubfiiled by charitable

donations, in favour of the univerfities and

colleges a particular exempting claufe was in-

ferted. Several other amendments were made in

the bill, v7hich palTed thro' both houfes, and ob-

tained the royal ^^^trxi. Am.ong iht adcs paiTed in

' this fe (Tion, was one for n atu ralizing he r
I'oyal h igh-

nefs'the princefsofY/ales -,
and another forbuiid-

incr a brido;e crofs the Thames from the "New-

p-AlaceYard in the city of Weiiminfcer, to the

CDrofiCe fnore in the county of Surry, The Doints

chiefly crebatcd' in "the houfe of. lord: wem the
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addrefs of thanks for his majeily's fpeech, the a. c. 1736,

mortmain bill, the qiiakers bill, which was

thrown out, and that for the prevention of fmug-

gling, which did not pafs without divifion and

protef^. On the twentieth day of May the king
tlofed the feffion with a fpeech, in which he told

both houfes, that a farther convention touching
the execution of the preliminaries had been

made and communicated to him by the emperor
and moft chriitian king : and, that negotiations

were carrying on by the feveral powers engaged
in the late war, in order to fettle a general pacifi-

cation. He exprefled great concern at feeing

fuch feeds of di/fatisfa(5lion fown among his peo-

ple : he protelled it was his defire, and lliould

be his care, to preferve the prefent conftitution

in church andftate as by law eilablifhed : he re-

commended harmony and mutual affeflion

among all proteflants of the nation, as the great

fecurity of that happy eftablifliment ; and figni-

ficd his intention to vifit his German dominions.

Accordingly the parliament was no fooner pro-

rogued than he fet out for Hanover, after hav-

ing appointed the queen regent in his ab-

fencc.

Such a degree of licentioufnefs prevailed over

the whole nation, that the kingdom was filled

with tumult and riots, which might have

been prevented by proper regulations of the

civil government in a due execution of the laws.

The moft remarkable of thefe difturbanccs hap-

N^. 100. H h pened

-^
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A. e. 1736. pened at Edinburgh on the feventh day of Sep-

Remarkabie tcmber. John Portcous, who commanded the

Wrgh

^^''''

g^^ard payed by that city, a man of a brutal difpp-

fition and abandoned morals, had at the e^c^^U-

tion of a fmuggler been provoked by fome in-

fuks from the populace, to order his men, with-

out ufmg the previous formalities of the law* 'tQ

fire with fhot among the crowd
•, by which pre-

cipitate order feveral innocent perfons loft their

lives. Porteous wasr tried for murder, convid-

ed, and received fentence of death : but the queen,

as guardian of the realm, thought proper to in-

dulge him v/ith a reprieve. The common peo-

ple of Edinburgh refented this lenity ihewn to

a criminal who vv^as the objed of their deteftatipn.

They remembered that pardons had been grant-
ed to divers military delinquents in.

j:ha|i.rCoi|n-

try, who had been condemned by legal trial.

They feemed to think thofe were ensourage-
ments to oppreffion ; they were fired by^ pa-

-;$ional jealoufy ; they were ftimulated by the ge-

lations and friends of thofe who had been

-inurdered; and they refolved to wreak
, their

vengeance on the author of that tragedy^ fey de-

priving him of life on the very day which the

judges had fixed for his execution. Thus de-

termined, they afiembled in different bodies,

; about ten of the clock at night.^ Jhey blocked

up the gates of the city, to prevent the admif-

fion of the troops that were quartered in -the

fuburbs. They furprifed and difarmed the town

8 guard:
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guard : they broke 6^efl tHg f^rifori- doors, dragg-
a- c. i7is.

cd Porteous from thence to the place of execu-

tion, and leaving him hanging by the neck on a

dyer's pole, quietly difperfed to their feveral ha-

bitations. This exploit was performed with fuch

condudt and deliberation as feemed to be the re-

fult of a plan formed by fome perfons of confe-

quence : it therefore became the objed of a very

fevere inquiry.

During this fummer a rupture happened be- u"een"th-^*

tween the Turks and the Ruffians, which lafl re- "^""^ '"''^

t^e Octo-

duced the city of Afoph on the Black- fea, and man Pom,

over-ran the greateft part of Crim Tartaiy. The
czarina declared war againft the Ottoman Porte,

becaufe the Tartars of the Crimea had made in-

curfions upon her frontiers j and when {lie com-

plained of thefe diforders to the vizir, fhe re-

ceived no fatisfadion : befides, a large body of

Tartars had, by order of that minifter, marched

through the Ruffian provinces, in defpite of the

emprcfs, and committed terrible havock in their

route. The emperor was obliged to engage as a

•*"party in this war, by a treaty offenfive and de-

fenfive, which he had many years before con-

cluded with the czarina. Yet, before he declar-

ed himfelf, he joined the maritime powers in of-

fering his mediation to the fjltan, who was very

well difpofed to peace; but, the czarina infifted

upon her retaining Afoph, which her forces had

reduced j and this preliminary article being re-

H h 1 jeded
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A.c. .736. jccled as diiliononrable to the Ottoman empire, the

court of Vienna began to make preparations for

v/ar. By this time all the beliigerant powers in

Italy had agreed to the preliminaries of peace

concluded between the emperor and France.

The duke ofLorraine had efpoufed the emperor's

eideft daughter, the archdutchefs Maria Therefa,

and ceded Lorraine to France even before he

fucceeded to Tufcany. Don Carlos was crown-

ed king of Sicily : Staniilaus abdicated the crown

of Poland i and Auguflus was univerfally ac-

knowledged fovereign of that kingdom. The

preiiir.inaries
were approved and accepted by the

diet of the empire : the king of Spain fent or-

ders for his troops to evacuate Tufcany ; and

the provinces in Italy yielded to the houfe of

Auflria. Prince Eugene, who had managed the

interefls of the empi;ror on this occafion, did not

live to fee the happy fruits of his negotiation.
Death of Jle died at Vienna, in April, at the age offeventy

gne. three, kaving behind him the charadier of an

invincible hero and ccnlummate politician. He
v/as not long furvived by count Staremberg, ano-

ther Imperial general, who ranked next to the

prince in milita'-y reputation. About the fame

timeGreat-Biitainfuitained a national lofs in the

death of lord chancellor Talbot, who, by his

worth, probity, and acquired accomplifhments,

had dignified the great office to which he had

been raifed. He died univerfally lamented, in

^he
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the month of February, at the age of fifty-two •,

a. c. 1736,

and v/as fucceeded on the bench by the lord

Hardwicke.

The king being indifpofed, in confequence of

having been fatigued by a very tempeftaous paf-

iage from Holland, the parliament v/as proro-

gned from the twenty iiril day of January to the

firft of February, and then the feiTion was open-
ed by ccmmilTion. The lord chancellor as one There/non

of the peers authorifed by this commifiion, made ^^cnropTn,

a fpeech in his majefly's name to both houfes. ^'^bycom-
*

-I .
million,

Withrefped to foreign affairs, he told them, that

the refpedlive afls of cefTion being exchanged,
and orders given for the evacuation and pofief-

fionofthe feveral countries and places by the

powers concerned, according to the allotment

and difpofition of the preliminary articles, the

great work of re-eflablifhing the general tranqui-

lity was far advanced : that, however, common

prudence called upon them to be very attentive

TO the final conclufion of the new fettlement.

He faid his majedy could not without furprize

and concern, obferve the many contrivances and

attempts carried on, in various fhapes, and in

different parts of the nation, tumultuouP.y to re-
'

lift and obftrud the execution of the laws, and

to violate the peace of the kingdom. That the

confiderationof the heighth to which thde auda-

cious pradices might rife, if not timely fup-

prefled, afforded a melancholy profped, and re-

quired particular attention, left they fliQuld af-

H h 3
fed
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A. c. 1735, fe61: private perfons in the quiet enjaymeat of

their property, as well as the general peace ancj

good order of the whole. After the commons
had agreed to an addrefs, and heard counfel on

fome controverted ekdions, they proceeded 1=^^,

take the fupply into confideration. They voted ^

ten thoufand men for the fea-fervice. They
continued for the land-fervice the fame number

they had maintained in times of tranquility^

amounting to feventeen thoufand fevcn hundred

and four ; but this meafure was not adopted with-

out oppofition : the money was raifed by.^hfj

land and malt- taxes, and one million granted out;^

of the finking fund.
Mcnon for

n^^^ chicf fubjed: of contention that prefcnted
pnthe itfelf in the courfe of this feiTion, was a motior^
prm-ve or

^

V/5ic5. which Mr. Pulteney made for an addrefs to his

majcfty, that he would be pleafed to fettle one

hundred thoufand pounds a year upon the prince?

of Wales. He reprefented that fuch provifion

was conformable to the pradrice of antient times;

that what he propofed had been enjoyed by his

prefeht majeily in the life-time of his fathers

and, 'that a fettlement of this nature was reafonfr

able and necefiary, to afcertain the independency
of the apparent heir to the crovv'n. The motion

was vjgoroufly oppou^d by Sir P.obert Walpole,

as an encroachment on the prerogative ; as an

olRcious intermeddling in the king's family-at-

fairs ; and as an effort to let his majefly and

the prince at variance. But a niifunderftanding
'

it
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it^feems had already happened in the royal fa- a, c. 1736.

mlly : for, the minilter in the midfl of his haran-

gue told the houfe, by his majefty's command,
that on the precedirrg day the king had fent a

mefTage to the prince by feveral noblemen of the

liril: quality, importing, that his majefty had gi-,:

ven order for fettling a jointure upon the prin-

cefs of Wales, fuitable to her high rank and dig-

nity5 which he would in a proper time lay before

the parliament, in order to be rendered more

certain and effedual : that, although his royal

highnefs had not thought fit by any application

to his majefty, to defire that his allowance of

fifty thoufand pounds might be rendered Icfs

precarious, the king, to prevent the bad confe-

cjiiences which he apprehended might follow

from the undutiful meafures which his majefty

was informed the prince had been advifed to

purfue, would grant to his royal higlinefs for his

majefty's life, the faid fifty thoufand pounds per

annum, to be ifTued out of the civil lift re-

venues, over and above the prince's revenues

arifing from the dutchy of Cornwall, which his

majefty thought a very competent allowance,

coniidering his own numerous iifue, and the great

expence which did and muft necelTarily attend

an honourable provifion for the whole royal fa-

mily : that the prince, by a verbal anfwer, de-

fircd their lordiliips to lay him with all humility

at his majefty's feet : to alTure him, that he did

and ever Ihould retain the utmoft duty for his

H h
4. royal
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royal perfon : that he was very thankful for ahy"

infcance of his majefly's goodnefs to him or to

the prinods, and particularly for his majefty's

gracious intention of fettling a joihture upon
her royal highnefs ; but, that as to the melTageji;

the affair was now out of his hands, and therew

fore he could give no anfwer to it : that his royal

highnefs afterwards ufed many dutiful expref-*^*

fions towards his majefty \ adding,
*'

Indeed^''

*'
my lords, it is in other hands, and 1 am forry

*' for it i" or words to that effed. He then en-

deavoured to demonflrate, that the annual fum

of fifty thoufand pounds was as much as the king
could afford to allow for the prince's mainte-

nance; and he expatiated upon the bad confer r

quences that might enfue, if the fon fhould be

rendered altogether independent of the father.

Warm de- Thcfc fuggeflions did not pafs unanfwered.

fub'jea.

'^'''
^if Robert Walpole had aiferted, that the par-

liament had no right to interfere in the crea-

tion or maintenance of a prince of Wales ; and,

that in the cafe of Richard II, who upon the

death of his father the black prince, was created

prince of Wales, in confequence of an addrefs or

petition from parliament, that meafure v/as in

all probability direded by the kinghimfelf. la

anfwer to this affertion it was obferved, that pro-

bably the king would not have been fo forv^^a^d

in creating his grandfon prince of Wales, if he

had not been forced into this ilep by his parlia-

ment ; for, Edward in his old age fell into a fort

of
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of love -dotage, and gave himfelf entireiy up \o ^•^•'737-

the management of his miflrefs Alice Pierce,

and his fecond fon the duke of Lancafterj a cir-

cumftance that raifed amoft reafbnablejealdury
in the black prince, at that time on his death- bed,

who could not but be anxious about the fafety

latid right of his only fon, whom he found he was

foon to leave a child in the hands of a doting ri

grandfather, and an am.bitious
afpiring uncle.

The fupporters of the motion obferved, that the

allowance of fifty thcufand pounds v/as not fuf-

ficient to defray the prince's yearly expence,
without alotting one (hilling for ads of charity

and munificence ; and that the feveral deJu^lions

for land-taxes and fees reduced it to forty- three

thoufand pounds. They affirmed, that his v/hole

income, including the revenues of the dutchy of

C6fnwall, did^ hot
*

exceed fifty-two thoufand

pounds a year, though, by his majeily's ovv^n re-

gulation, the expence of the prince's Ivoufhold

amounted to fixty-three thoufand. They proved^
that the produce of the civil-lift exceeded nine

hundred thoufand pounds, a fum above one

hundred thoufand pounds a year more than was

enjoyed by his late majefty : that in the firft year

of ^the late king the whole expenceofhis houf-

hold and civil government did not much exceed

four hundred and fifty thoufand pounds a-year.

They obferved, that the parliament added ojie

hundred and forty thoufand pounds annually for

adts of charity and bounty, together with the

article
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*« c. 1737. article of iecret-fervice mor^ey •,

and allowed one
- hundred thouiand poaads^iorvllile maintenance

of the prince of Wales : that the article of lecret-

fervice money had prodigioufly increafed in the

late reign : by an account which happened to

be iayed before the parliament, it appeared, that

vail fums of money had been given for purpofes

which no body underftood, and to perfons

whom no body knew. In the beginning of the

following feiTion feveral members refolved, that

this extraordinary account fliould be taken into

confideration \ but the inquiry was warded off

by the other party, who declared, that the par-

liament could not examine any account which

had been prefented to a former feffion,juiJife^

debate was fierce and long -,
and ended in a di*

vifion, by which the motion was rejedted. A
motion of the lame nature was made by the lo^d

Carteret in the houfe of peers, and gave rife to

a > very keen difpute, maintained by the fame

arguments, and iffuing in the fame termina-
^

tion.

. .The next remarkable conteft was occafioned

by a motion of Sir R. Walpole, who propofed,

that the fum of one million fhould be granted to

his majefty, towards redeeming the like fum of

the increafed capital of the South- fea company,

commonly called South- fea annuides. Several

members argued for the expediency of applying
this fum to the payment of the debt due to the

bank, as part of that incumbrance was faddled

with
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with an intereft of fix per cent, whereas the in- a, c. 173 7,

tereft payed for the other fums that conflituted

the pubhc debt, did not exceed four per centio

Many plaufible arguments were offered on both

fidea of the queftion •,
and at length, the motion

was carried in the affirmative. The houfe hav- b/^Ss

ing refolved itfelf into a committee, to confidcr ^'^^^"?^ ^""l*-'
^ reducing the

of the national debt. Sir John Barnard made a intereft of

^ 1 1- 1 • ' n 'f ^'' national

motion, tor enabnng his majefty to raiic money debt.

cither by the fale of annuities, or by borrowing
at an intereft not exceeding three per cent, to

be applied towards redeeming the South-fea an-

nuities ; and, that fuch of the faid annuitants ;^s

fhould be inclined to fubfcribe their refpedtive

annuities, fhould be preferred to all others. He
faid, that even thofe public fecurities which bore

an intereft of three per cent, only, were fold at

a- premium in Change- alley : he was therefore

perfuaded, that all thofe who were willing to give

a premium for a three per cent, fecurity, would

gladly lend his money to the government at the-

fame intereft, ftiould books of fubfcription be

opened for that purpofe, with an affurance that no

part of the principal fhould be payed off for four-;

teen years. He expatiated upon the national

advantages that would accrue from a redudion

of intereft. From eafy and obvious calculations

he inferred, that in a very little time the intereft

upon all the South -fea annuities w^uld be re-

duced from four to three per cent, without any

danger to public credit, or breach of public

faith J
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A. c. 1737. faith : that then the produce of the finking-fund

would amount to fourteen hundred thoufand

pounds per annum, to be applied only towards

redeeming the capital of the feveral trading

companies : this meafure would bring every one

of them fo much within the power of parliament,

that they would be glad to accept of three per

cent, intereft on any rcafonable terms
-,
in which

cafe the finking-fund would rife to one million fix

hundred thoufand pounds per annum. Then

the parliament might venture to annihilate one

half of it, by freeing the people from the taxes

upon coals, candles, foap, leather, and other

fuch impofitions as lay heavy upon the poor la-

bourers and manufadurers : the remaining part

of the fmking-fund might be applied towards

the difcharge of thofe annuities and public debts

which bore an intereft of three per cent, only,
and afterwards towards diminifhing the capitals

of the feveral trading companies till the term of

fourteen years Ihould be expired -,
then the fink-

ing-fund would again amount to above a mil-

lion yearly, which would be fufficientfor paying
them off, and freeing the nation intirely from

all its incumbrances. This falutary fcheme was

violently oppofed by alderman Heathcote and

other partifans of the miniftry ; yet all their ob-

jedions were refuted : and, in order to defeat

the projedl, they were obliged to have recourfe

to artifice. Mr. Winnington moved, that all

;he public creditor?, as well as the South- fea an-

3 nuitantSj
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niiitants, fhould be comprehended. Sir John a. 0.1757

Barnard denionilrated, that it might be ealy for

the government to borrow money at three per
cent, fufficient for paying otY fuch of the pro-

prietors of four and twenty miiiians as were not

willing to accept of that interdl, but extremely
difficult to borrow enough to fatisfy the pro-

ptietors of four and forty millions, who might
choofe to have their principal i-ather than fuch

an interefl. Nevertheiefs, refolutions were

founded on this and other alterations of the ori-

ginal fcheme •,
and a bill was immediately pre-

pared. It produced many other debates, and

was at lafc poflponed by dint of miinifterial in-

fluence. The fame venerable patriot who pro-

jeded this fcheme, moved, that as foon as the

interefl of all the national redeemable debt

fhould be reduced to three per cent, the houfe

would take off fome of the heavy taxes which

opprcfied the poor and the manufaclurers. But

thts motion was rejected by the majority.

The Ekd of the Tenth Volume.
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