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State CarrTOL,

December 16, 1905.
To His Excellency, HENRY ROBERTS,
Governor of the State of Conmecticut.

Sir: — I have the honor to submit herewith report of the
Commission appointed by your predecessor, HoN. ABiraM
CuaMBERLAIN, to represent Connecticut at the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition held in St. Louis during the year 1904.

It seems proper to remark that the publication of this
report has been delayed several months by reason of a print-
ers’ “strike,” which still prevails at this date.

' Qrateful acknowledgment is made for the valuable serv-
ice rendered by Ho~n. FrepErICK A. BETTS, member of the
National Commission to the Exposition, and by Mrs. Joun
M. HorcomeE, member of the National Board of Lady Man-
agers, both of whom were made ez officio members of this
Commission. Similar sentiments should also be expressed
for the helpful assistance rendered the Commission by Sons
of Connecticut residing in St. Louis, to whom personal refer-
ence is made elsewhere.

Very respectfully yours,
Frank L. WirLcox, President,
For the Commattee of Publication.

M31823
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CHAPTER L

SKETCH OF THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE AS A HISTORICAL
EVENT.

It seems almost humiliating to American pride, when
we look at the broad expanse of our domain with its shores
kissed by the waves of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, to be
told by historians that, “ The United States are indebted
for their birth and for their greatness to the long struggle
between France and England.” That is what Thiers says in
his history of the Consulate and Empire relative to the sale
of Louisiana to the United States. The door of ‘opportunity
opens for nations much as it does for individuals. As a
very small helm will change the course of a mighty ship, so
will a comparatively inconspicuous incident in the course
of human events have widespreading effects upon a nation
as well as an individual. Notwithstanding the fact that
Ulysses S. Grant was graduated from the school of the soldier
at West Point it is not probable that he would ever have be-
come one of the great soldiers of the world had it not been
that events culminating in the Olvﬂ War opened the door of
opportunity to him.

During the years about the opening of the nineteenth cen-
tury France was greatly desirous of expanding her territory.
But between her and England was their immemorial quarrel.
Knowing that England was always bent on extending her
wide domain, and fearing that France could not hold her
own in the impending contests against her, Napoleon was
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1mpressed. witht the:i IQE:a that he could cripple England most
by the sa'le of’ Eoulslané. tQ the United States.

'F»rg.me haa pbssesqéd Loulslana for about eighty years
When, in 1762, it was ceded to Spain by Louis XV to obtain
her good will, — a transaction regretted by the French nation
though long kept secret. French pathfinders were always
active but never well supported by their home government.
They were in India before the English. Cartier and Cham-
plain were at Montreal and Quebec before the English, and
the diary of Champlain contains suggestions of an Isthmian
canal at Panama which three hundred years later the United
States has undertaken to complete, taking up the work in-
augurated by Champlain’s countrymen. It is asserted by
historians that if the French explorers had been properly sup-
ported by their home government, as were the English and
Spanish, Champlain would have colonized from Canada
to Florida. He was on this continent in advance of the Eng-
lish at Jamestown (1607) and fourteen years in advance of
the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock (1620).
How narrow has been our escape from the difficult task of
learning a foreign language, — despite the remark of Tom
Hood that in France even the little children speak French!

With the retrocession of Louisiana to France by Spain,
though not as yet in her actual possession, Napoleon was
alarmed at the presence of twenty English vessels in the
Gulf of Mexico, and, as before intimated, fearing that the
conquest of the great territory was England’s aim, he
promptly decided to sell it to the United States, though pre-
ferring to keep it if he could maintain its possession. He
knew, in fact, what we have heard in song, that ¢ Britannia
rules the wave,” and that France could not maintain her ten-
ure; that England would probably secure it later on as
indemnity after an unsuccessful war.

It may seem strange that Jefferson, who desired to open
the heretofore restricted navigation of the Mississippi for
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the benefit of the United States, in his overture to buy part
of Louisiana, should have been so lacking in prophetic
vision. He had no thought or wish at the outset to obtain
more than the unobstructed use of the Mississippi river and
the one town of New Orleans. Livingston was appointed
envoy to represent Jefferson at the French Court, though
his authority was limited. ~Asked by Talleyrand if the whole
of Louisiana was wanted he said “ No.” Ile then thought,
as did Jefferson, that the whole of that territory would be a
disadvantage to the United States. Shortly thereafter, how-
ever, he modified his views and wanted all of the great north-
west, foreseeing with prophetic eye its ultimate development,
though standing almost alone in this respect. On April 11,
1803, he was asked by Talleyrand if the United States would
buy the whole of Lounisiana and at what price? At this junc-
ture the settlement of the matter was taken from Livingston
by the arrival of Monroe, as special envoy with authority to
consummate a purchase. Monroe had been authorized to
offer two millions for the limited portion referred to, instead
of which the United States was asked to pay fifteen millions
for the whole of Louisiana.

It is interesting to recall Napoleon’s remark: “I shall
be useful to the entire universe if I can prevent them (the
English) from dominating America as they dominate Asia.”
His determination to sell Louisiana was epposed by his min-
isters, and by his brothers Joseph and Lucian. He gave in-
structions, nevertheless, to make overtures for sale and to
report ¢ day by day and hour by hour 7 of the progress. How
little he realized that at a later day the progress of such events
can be known moment by moment regardless of distance.
There was as yet no telegraph or telephone. Notwithstanding
the opposition of his ministers, however, and of his brothers,
Napoleon was determined to make the sale. As well try to
remove mountains as to induce Napoleon to recede from plans
deliberately formed. But it is gratifying to recall the fact
that whereas Napoleon, at the outset, thought ten million dol-
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lars would be a satisfactory price and subsequently was in-
clined to regard its worth as twenty millions, he finally de-
cided that fifteen millions would be a satisfactory figure, thus
showing an inclination to conform to bargaining not uncom-
mon in these later days, —to  split the difference.”

Mr. Livingston, it is said, proved himself a good and
able man throughout the negotiation. He alone had been
‘ready to take the whole of Louisiana, from which proposi-
tion Monroe recoiled, nor was the suggestion favorably re-
garded by the people of the United States. When the sale
became successfully accomplished Livingston is quoted as say-
ing that the treaty signed “ has not been brought about by
finesse or dictated by force; equally advantageous to both
contracting parties it will change vast solitudes into a flourish-
ing country.” \

“ Today,” he said, ““the United States will take their
place among the powers of the first rank. Moreover, if wars
are inevitable, France will have in the New World a friend
increasing year by year in power, which cannot fail to become
puissant and respected -on all the seas of the earth. These
treaties will become a guarantee of peace and good will be-
tween commercial states. The instrument we have signed
will cause no tears to flow. It will prepare centuries of
happiness for innumerable generations of the human race.
The Mississippi and the Missouri will see them prosper and
increase in the midst of equality, under just laws, freed from
errors of superstition, and the scourges of bad government,
and truly worthy of the regard and the care of Providence.”

In his history of the Louisiana Purchase Hosmer suggests
that though the statesmanship of Jefferson was creditable
both to his head and to his heart, his weight in bringing to
us Louisiana was not great ; that of the negotiators Livingston
deserves high. fame for persistency, courage, and far-reach-
ing views, but that the credit of our acquisition of Louisiana
belongs to Napoleon; that he was the all in all, and that he
forced upon us the great territory, tossing into the arms of
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the astounded Jefferson the possession which France could
not keep, believing it to be the best disposition which could be
made of it, — looking to the interests of France. He con-
cludes the reference with the remark: “ Could those actors
only have seen what a century was to bring forth!”

There was severe eriticism at home over the purchase, the
Federalists taking similar position as now held by the  anti-
TImperialists * relative to the Philippine situation. They en-
deavor to block the plans of their political opponents. Jeffer-
son had authorized the expenditure of two millions of dol-
lars and here was an obligation calling for fifteen! But how
they would have to confess their errors of judgment today
were they able to look upon such states as Missouri or Iowa!
How would they have regarded the prediction of an expendi-
ture of fifty millions in the preparation for the Centennial
Exposition that has just been celebrated at St. Louis ?

Fifteen millions of dollars! Maine had been sold for a
little more than six thousand dollars, and Pennsylvania had
cost William Penn but little more than twenty-five thousand.
Besides, could there be anything in common between the
people of the Western plains and those of the Coast? (The
day of railway “flyers” between the Coast and the Great
West had not then dawned.) But as 1803 drew toward its
close the purchase was indorsed except by New England.

The formal transfer of what has jocularly been called
the greatest real estate transaction on record was made on
the 20th of December, 1803, at the Cabildo— Municipal
Building —in New Orleans. Laussat, who represented
Napoleon in the transfer, wrote of the event: “ The Ameri-
cans have given fifteen millions for Louisiana; they would
have given fifty millions rather than not possess it. In a few
years the country as far as the Rio Brazos will be in a state
of cultivation. New Orleans will then have a population’
of from thirty thousand to fifty thousand souls, and the coun-
try will produce sugar enough to supply America and a part

.
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of Europe. . . . What a magnificent New France we have
lost!”

The culmination of the dramatic transfer may be told
in few words. Laussat read his eredentials in which he was
authorized by Napoleon to surrender the provinee received
from Spain to the United States. Claibourne, governor of
the Mississippi territory, then read Jefferson’s command to
him to receive the province, after which the representative of
France declared with loud voice: “I proclaim, in virtue of
the powers with which I am vested, and the commission with
which I am charged by the First Consul, that all citizens
and inhabitants of Louisiana are from this moment relieved
from their oath of fidelity to the French Republic.”” The
tricolor of France slowly descended from its staff and the
Stars and Stripes as slowly ascended. At midway the two
ensigns paused for a moment, mingling their folds and colors,
betokening ‘amicable relations. Presently the flag of the
Union was at the top of the staff, and salvos of artillery and
musketry rent the air. .

Some idea of the repugnance, in certain quarters, to the
admission of Louisiana as a state may be gained from the
perusal of the speech of Josiah Quincy of Massachusetts in
1811, Quotations from it will be read with astonishment:
“ T address you, Mr. Speaker, with an anxiety and distress of
mind with me wholly unprecedented. To me it appears that
this measure would justify revolution in this country. I am
compelled to declare it as my deliberate opinion that, if this
bill passes, the bonds of this Union are virtually dissolved;
that the states which compose it are free from their moral
obligations; and that, as it will be the right of- all, so it will
be the duty of some, to prepare definitely for a separation,—
amicably if they can, violently if they must. . . . I oppose
" this bill from the deep conviction that it contains a prineiple
incompatible with the liberties and safety of my country.
The bill, if it passes, is a deathblow to the Constitution.”

But the story must be curtailed. In conclusion, a glance
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at the map of the United States at once raises the question
as to our expansion toward the Pacific Coast had France con-
tinued its ownership of this great central empire. Seemingly,
at least, the hand of Providence has led our steps toward the
Golden Gate. In the line of material benefit secured to the
United States by the Louisiana Purchase it may be said that
the value of agricultural products of the area, for one year,
is a hundred times the purchase money, and that its taxable
wealth exceeds its cost more than four hundred times!

But while we have good reason to congratulate ourselves
over the acquisition of the great Louisiana territory — realiz-
ing that otherwise the vast expanse from the Rocky Mountains
to the Pacific Coast would probably not now belong to the
United States — it is especially gratifying to reflect that its
possession marks for us a victory in the realm of Peace.



CHAPTER 1L

Preliminary Action Resulting in the Selection of St. Louis for the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition — Action of the National Con-
gress in Approval of the Project — Appropriations by the United
States Government, by Citizens of Missouri and by the City of St.
Louis toward the Undertaking, with Reasons for Deferring the
Opening of the Exposition until 1904.

The proposition to inaugurate a celebration to commemo-
rate the important and significant event of the acquisition
of the Louisiana Territory by the United States from France
was first definitely brought to the attention of the public in
1889. The initial step toward progressive action in that
direction was not taken, however, until 1898. In this year
the Missouri Historical Society appointed .a committee of
fifty to consider the possibility and manner of such celebra-
tion. This committee appointed a sub-committee of nineteen
to arrange for a convention of delegates to be appointed by
each state in the territory of the Louisiana Purchase to con-
sider the proposition. At this convention a universal ex-
position was decided upon and St. Louis nominated as the
point at which it could be held.

The plan of the Exposition grew rapidly from this time
until the citizens of Missouri had subscribed five millions of
dollars and the city of St. Louis five millions of dollars. The
United States government also appropriated five millions of
dollars outright in aid of the Exposition and loaned four
million six hundred thousand dollars. The loan was repaid
in striet accordance with the act of Congress. In addition,
for buildings and exhibits, the government appropriated
one million five hundred and seventy-nine thousand dollars.

The act of Congress approved March 8, 1901, relating
to the subject of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition contains
the following preambles, ete. :
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“YWhereas, It is fit and appropriate that the one hun-
dredth anniversary of the purchase of the Louisiana Terri-
tory be commemorated by an exhibition of the resources of
the territory, their development, and of the progress of the
civilization therein; and,

“ Whereas, Such an exhibition should be of a national and
international character, so that not only the people of that
territory, but of our Union, and of all nations as well, can
participate, and should therefore have the sanction of the
Congress of the United States, therefore,

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That an exhibit of arts, industries, manufactures, and prod-
uets of the soil, mine, forest, and the sea shall be inaugurated
in the year 1903, in the City of St. Louis, in the State of
Missouri, as herein provided.”

The Act above referred to made provision for the appoint-
ment of a “ Louisiana Purchase Exposition Commission ”
consisting of nine commissioners, whose duties were to guard
the interests of the National Government in its relations to
the Exposition company, toward whose enterprise it had un-
der this Act made an appropriation of five millions of dollars.
The Act provided that no part of the above-named appropria-
tions should become available except for the salaries and-ex-
penses of the National Commission until after the ten million
of dollars otherwise provided had been expended. Of the
National Commission Connecticut furnished one member —
Frederick A. Betts — hereafter referred to as Honorary
Member of the Connecticut Commission. Mr. Betts was the
only member of the National Commission representing the
New England States.

By reason 0f the magnitude of the work to be done pre-
paratory to the opening of the Exposition it became necessary
to defer that event for a year, whereupon Congress validated
the change of date for its opening by special enactment. Tt
was stipulated, however, in the amended Aect, that there

2
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should be “ appropriate ceremonies” in commemoration of
the purchase on the 30th day of April, 1903, with further
provision that the Exposition should open not later than May
1st, 1904. .



CHAPTER IIL

Action of the General Assembly of Conmecticut in Aid of the Ex-

position, with Copy of Bill under which Connecticut Participa-
tion was Authorized.

The subject of Connecticut’s participation in the Louisi-
ana Purchase Exposition appears to have been thoroughly
impressed upon the members of the General Assembly as rep-
resentatives of the people of the State. A bill was formulated
calling for an appropriation of $100,000, a larger sum than
has ever before been appropriated for Exposition purposes by
the State of Connecticut. It was referred to the Committee
on Expositions, composed as follows:

Chairman, Senator Frank L. Wilcox of Berlin; House
Chairman, Frederick E. Cross of Waterbury; William G.
Robbins of Rocky Hill; John B. Parker of Windsor; John
T. Sliney of Bradford; John H. Donovan of Huntington;

David E. Mattoon of Plymouth; Fessenden L. Ives of
Goshen, and James J. Sweeney of Derby.

The bill was reported favorably and further referred to
the Committee on Appropriations, which consisted of the fol-
lowing named members :

Chairman, Senator Alex. T. Pattison of Simsbury;
House Chairman, Everett J. Lake of Hartford; William
Howard Wakeley of Southbury; John W. Atwood of Plain-
field, Louis A. Fisk of Branford; George Greenman of Nor-
wich; Freeman A. Libby of Putnam; Edward H. Persons
of Winchester, and Louis J. Xorper of Willington.

At the joint hearing on the bill before the Committees
named the following well-known persons appeared in advocacy
of its passage:

Frederick A. Betts of New Haven, member of the Na-
tional Board of Commissioners for the Exposition; Charles
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D. Hine, Secretary of the State Board of Education; Capt.

Henry B. Carter of Waterbury, Commissioner of Expositions ;

Principal Willis I. Twitchell of the West Middle School,

Hartford ; A. McClellan Matthewson of New Haven, clerk of

the Shell-fish Commission; Charles A. Thompson of Elling-

ton, treasurer of the State Board of Agriculture; Prof. A.

G. Gulley of the Connecticut Agricultural College; E. C.

Birge of Westport, president of the Connecticut Dairymen’s

Association; John B. Noble of East Windsor, Dairy Com-

missioner; A. C. Sternberg of West Hartford, representing

horticultural interests; Paul Ackerly of Tariffville, secre-
tary of the New England Tobacco Growers’ Association;

John A. Dubon of Windsor, who was in charge of the Con-

necticut Tobacco Exhibit at the Pan-American Exposition at

Buffalo in 1901; B. C. Patterson of Torrington, represent-

ing the State Grange; Charles M. Reeves, secretary of Com-

mittee on State and Territorial exhibits of the Louisiana

Purchase Exposition; Ex-Lieutenant-Governor James D.

Dewell of New Haven, representing the Chamber of Com-

merce of that city; General Henry C. Dwight of Hartford,

representing Hartford business interests; and Frederick C.

Rockwell of West Hartford, who advocated an appropriation

as a matter of state pride, being himself a native of Missouri,

and greatly desiring that as an adopted son of Connecticut
it should make a creditable display in the State of his birth.
The effect of the hearing resulted in favorable reports

from both of the Committees named, and in the passage of a

bill providing for an appropriation of $100,000, and for the

appointment of a Commission to represent the State. The
full text of the bill follows:

An Act to Provide for the Participation of the State of Conmnecticut
in the Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis, Missouri, in
1904. :

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representaties in

General Assembly convened:

SectioN 1. There shall be appoi,nt;ad by the governor
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eight persons, residents of this State, one of whom shall be
named by him as chief commissioner, who shall constitute a
Connecticut commission for the Louisiana Purchase Exposi-
tion to be held in St. Louis, in the state of Missouri, in the
~ year one thousand nine hundred and four, to coSperate with
the board of directors of the said exposition in encouraging
and forwarding the objects for which it is to be held and to
organize, prepare, superintend, and have general management
of the Connecticut department at said exposition. Said com-
mission shall consist of five men and three women. Said
commission shall meet at such time and place as the governor
may appoint, and organize by the election of a president, a
vice-president, and a secretary and treasurer; the secretary
and treasurer shall be one and the same person and may be a
member of the commission; a majority of said commission
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business; the
commission shall have power to make rules and regulations
for its own government, not in conflict with the laws of the
state or with the rules and regulations governing said exposi-
tion; the members of said commission, except the secretary
and treasurer, shall not be entitled to any compensation except
‘their actual expenses when necessarily absent from their
homes on the business of said commission; said commission
shall have power to fix the compensation of its secretary and
treasurer, and to employ such agents and assistants as may be
necessary ; said commission shall continue in office until it
shall have completed and settled the business connected there-
with ; all vacancies in said commission which shall occur by
death, resignation, or otherwise, shall be filled by the gov-
ernor. The treasurer shall give an indemnity surety bond
agreeable to the provisions of chapter 282 of the gemeral
statutes of the state. Said commission shall have charge of
the interests of the state of Connecticut at said exposition,
and shall furnish and maintain during the continuance of the
same a Connecticut building for a state exhibit and the official
headquarters of the state, and for the comfort and convenience
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of its citizens and exhibitors; and after said exposition shall:
have been closed, the said commission is hereby authorized'to
sell or otherwise dispose of the buildings and property of the
state remaining upon said exposition grounds. The commis-
sion shall make no payments except upon the receipted vouch-
ers for the same, and for services already rendered and articles
already furnished previous to the time of such payment.
SecrioN 2. All necessary expenses attendant upon the
carrying out by the said commission of the objects for which
it 1s ereated shall be paid out of the sum of one hundred thou-
sand dollars, which is hereby appropriated to be paid out of
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to
carry out the provisions of this act; said sum to be divided
as follows: Education, seven thousand five hundred dollars:
shell-fish, one thousand dollars; agricultural interests, cight-
een thousand dollars, said sum to be divided as follows:
farm prodhects, seven thousand dollars; pomological, four
thousand dollars; dairy, two thousand five hundred dollars;
tobacco, one thousand five hundred dollars; horticulture,
three, thousand dollars; Connecticut building, erection of
same, thirty thousand dollars; furnishing, seven thousand
five hundred dollars; care and maintenance, two thousand
five hundred dollars; for use of the governor and for cere-
monies of Connecticut week, twenty-five thousand dollars;
commission’s salary and expenses, six thousand dollars; in-
cidentals and sundries, two thousand five hundred dollars.
Said money so appropriated shall be paid by the treasurer, on
the warrant of the comptroller issued upon a requisition
signed by the president and the secretary and treasurer of the
commission, and countersigned and approved by the governor,
which requisition shall be accompanied by an estimate of the
expenses for the payment of which the money so drawn is to
be applied. The said commission shall make a sworn report
to the comptroller on or before the last days of March, June,
September, and December in each year of all disbursements
made by it for the quarter ending on such day, accompanied
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by receipted vouchers for the same, and shall make its final
report of receipts and disbursements within ninety days after
the close of such exposition, and reimburse to the state treas-
urer any unexpended balance of money drawn or received in
pursuance of this act. The commission shall have no power
to incur any indebtedness or obligations under this act, in
excess of the appropriations herein made, and shall, as re-
quested by the governor from time to time, render to him
reports of its proceedings.

Sectrox 3. This act shall take effect from 1ts Bosach:

Approved, Aprll 2, 1903.



CHAPTER 1IV.

Commission appointed by the Governor, with sketches and portraits of
its members — Organization of the Commission and its preliminary
work — By-Laws adopted for the government of the Commission.

The Commission appointed by Governor Chamberlain was
as follows: Frank L. Wilecox of Berlin; Charles Phelps of
Rockville ; Edgar J. Doolittle of Meriden ; Isaac W. Birdseye
of Bridgeport; Phelps Montgomery of New Haven; Murs.
Louis R. Cheney of Hartford; Mrs. George H. Knight of
Lakeville; and Miss Anne H. Chappell of New London. It
was organized by the selection of Mr. Wilcox as president,
Mr. Phelps as vice-president, and Mr. Montgomery as secre-
tary and treasurer pro tem. Frederick A. Betts of New
Haven, a member of the National board of Commissioners of
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, and Mrs. John M. Hol-
combe of Hartford, member of the National board of Lady
Managers, were made honorary members of the State Com-
mission, and at a later date Joseph H. Vaill of Winsted was
elected secretary and treasurer. .

Further preliminary action in the line of organization
was effected by making the gentlemen of the Commission, in-
cluding Mr. Betts, members of the House Building Commit-
tee, and the lady members; including Mrs. Holeombe, mem-
bers of the House Furnishing Committee.

At a subsequent meeting of the Commission Mrs. Hol-
combe was appointed “ Special Commissioner for collection
of antiques and historieal articles,” and Edward T. Hapgood
of Hartford was selected as architect for the Connecticut State
Building.

BY-LAWS OF THE COMMISSION, ADOPTED AT ITS MEETING
HELD MAY 28, 1903.
ARTICLE I.— OFFICERS.

1. The officers of this Commission shall consist of a President, Vice-
President, a Secretary and Treasurer, and a Resident Commissioner at
Saint Louis.
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2. The duties of the President shall be to preside at all meetings of
the Commission; to call such special meetings as shall be in his opinion
necessary, or which he shall be requested to do in writing by three mem-
bers of the Commission; to sign all requisitions on the Comptroller for
moneys to be expended by the Commission, and to have general supervi-
sion of all matters relating to the Connecticut exhibit at Saint Louis,
and to be a member, ex officio, of all committees.

VICE-PRESIDENT.

3. The duties of the President, in case of his absence, death, resigna-
tion or inability to serve, shall be discharged by the Vice-President.

SECRETARY AND TREASURER.

4. The Secretary and Treasurer shall hold his office subject to the
pleasure of the Commission, and his term of office may be terminated at
the end of any month. He shall receive a salary to be determined by the
Commission, and such expenses as the Commission may allow.

He shall notify all members of the Commission of all regular and
special meetings of the Commission in writing at least three (3) days in
advance before said meeting. He shall have charge of all correspondence
of the Commission, keep the minutes of their meetings, and together with
,the President sign all requisitions on the State Comptroller. He shall
"have charge of all the funds of the Commission, subject to their direc-
tion, and shall perform such other duties as they may require of him.

II. HEADQUARTERS.

The headquarters of this Commission shall be in the Capitol Building
at Hartford, in such room as the proper authorities may provide for that
purpose.

III. MEETINGS. Ni¥'g

The regular meetings of the Commission shall be on the 3d Friday of
each month, subject to the call of the President, and at such other times
as the President may direct, either at his own discretion or at the
written request of three (3) members of the Commission.

The place of all meetings shall be at the headquarters of the Com-
mission in the Capitol Building, unless otherwise specified.

: IV. QUORUM.

A majority of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business.

V. COMMITTEES.

The Commission may from time to time, as it seems expedient, ap-
point the following committees or any other that they may deem neces-
sary: a house building committee, a house furnishing committee, a com-
mittee on education, a committee on shell-fish, a committee on farm pro-
ducts, a committee on pomology, a committee on dalry, a committee on
tobacco, a committee on horticulture.

The size of each committee shall be determined by the Commission at
the time of their appointment, and may be varied from time to time.
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The President shall be a member, ex officio, of all committees.
VI. AMENDMENTS.

These By-Laws may be amended at any meeting of the commission,
provided a notice of the proposed change is given in writing at the time
the meeting is called.

SKETCHES OF MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION.
FRANK L. WILCOX.

Mr. Wilcox is an officer and director in several manufact-
uring and banking corporations, and is vice-president of the
Peck, Stow & Wilcox Company. He was graduated from
Trinity ecollege, Hartford, class of 1880, and is'a member of
its board of trustees. He represented the town of Berlin in
the General Assembly of 1893, and the second distriet in the
State Senate in 1903. TUpon the organization of the Connecti-
cut Commission to the Louisiana Purchase Exposition he was
chosen its president.

CHARLES PHELPS.

Mr. Phelps is one of the leading lawyers of the State and
has held many public positions, among them those of Repre-
sentative Senator, Secretary of State, Attorney-General (the
first incumbent of that office, which was created by the Gen-
eral Assembly of 1897), member of Constitutional Conven-
tion of 1902, and at present is state’s attorney for Tolland
county. He was graduated from Wesleyan University in
1875, studied law with Judge Bill of Rockville and was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1877.

EDGAR J. DOOLITTLE.

Mr. Doolittle is engaged in manufacturing in Meriden, of
which city he has been a resident since 1862, and of which
he has served as mayor during five consecutive terms. He is
a director in the Home National and Meriden Savings banks,
also in the Meriden Gas company and the Meriden Electric
Light company ; is a member of the Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution, a Knight-Templar, a thirty-second de-
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gree Mason, and has represented his district in the State
Senate.
ISAAC W. BIRDSEYE.

Mr. Birdseye is a member of the firm of Birdseye &
Somers of Bridgeport, engaged in manufacturing corsets since
1875, having one of the largest establishments of that kind.
He is a director in several banks and trust companies and in
many benevolent institutions. He was recently president of
the Bridgeport Board of Trade; was presidential elector on
the Roosevelt and Fairbanks ticket, and is prominently identi-
fied with the Connecticut and National societies of the Sons
of the American Revolution and other patriotic organizations.

PHELPS MONTGOMERY.

Mr. Montgomery, although born in Portland, Oregon, is
of Connecticut antecedents. His grandfather, John 8.
Phelps, from 1876 to 1880 governor of Missouri, and
for eighteen years member of Congress from that state,
was a native of Simsbury. His mother, Mrs. Mary Phelps
Montgomery, represented Oregon on the National board of
lady managers at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition. Mr.
Montgomery was graduated from both the academic and law
departments of Yale University, and is now practicing law in
New Haven. He was judge-advocate-general on the staff of
Governor McLean, 1901-1903.

MRS. LOUIS R. CHENEY.

Mrs. Mary Robinson Cheney, one of the three women
whose appointment was required by the legislative Act pro-
viding for Connecticut’s participation in the Exposition, is
the wife of Colonel Louis R. Cheney, who is prominently
identified with Hartford’s industrial as well as military inter-
ests. Mrs. Cheney is a member of various local organiza
tions; member of the Art Society; the Saturday Morning
club; the Civie Club; Union for Home Work; and Woman’s
Exchange. She is also identified with the Municipal Art
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club, and her qualifications for membership on the Commis-
sion were such as to call forth cordial approval.

MRS. GEORGE H. KNIGHT.

Mrs. George H. Knight, member of the Connecticut Com-
mission, resides in Lakeville, where her husband, Dr. George
H. Knight (Surgeon-General, 1901-1903), is superintendent
of the Connecticut School for Imbeciles. Mrs. Knight was
president of the Woman’s board of Commissioners represent-
ing Connecticut at the Columbian Exposition of 1893 at Chi-
cago. :

MISS ANNE HUNTINGTON CHAPPELL.
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