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Commmiity

1—

> ft.

« >
AC.

reek

word

that

many

Christians

know

is

feoinonin.

It

comes

from

a

verb

meaning

"to

share

something

in

common."

This

is

a
key

concept

in

the

New

Testament,

especially

in

the

Acts

of

the

apostles.

In

Acts

2:41,

we

read

that

the

earliest

Christians

in

Jerusalem

"devoted

themselves

to

the

apostles'

teaching,

and

to

the

fellowship

(lo(iimiiiiii),

to

the

breaking

of

bread

and

In

ihc

prayers."

The

hrst

Christ-

ians

«ere

united

in

their

allegiance

In

ilu

.ipostles'

leaching,

the

study

nl

.uij

rcricction

on

ihe

traditions

rci^.iiiling

the

life,

teaching,

and

de.iilt

ni

lesus

and

the

significance

ni

ilu

se

ihings

for

themselves

and

fn,

ihi-

world-

Thcv

were

also

uniK-d

in

iheir

loyalty

10

"the

fellowship."

The\

nol

only

had

a

common

com-

mitmeiil

to

Jesus

Christ

as

their

Lord

and

.Savior

but

also

a

common

com-

mitment

to

one

another

as

members

of

His

eomnuiniiv

—

His

body"

—

as

Paul

was

10

pul

11

later

in

his

hrst

letter

to

the

Corinlhian

church

(1

Cor

12:11-27)

Asa

result

of

this

e.\piiienee

in

Chrisl

1
in

use

Paul's

hunnu

exprcssiniil,

thc\'

shared

wh..l.,Aei

lhevh:idol

this

world's

Snnds

uiili

iheir

bnuhers

and

sisters

in

Ihni

ALLnrthng

to

Luke,

ihcy

had

e^erMhlng

in

enmmnn.

selling

their

possessmns

and

goods,

they

gave

to

anycine

as

he

or

she

had
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