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INTRODUCTION.

>i«<>ie«

The Independent Presbyterian Church was originally

formed by a large majority of the members of Bullocks

Creek Congregation, in York District, South*-Carolina ;

who in the year 1810, withdrew from the government of

the Presbyterian church in the United States of Ameri-

ca. They first, in a public and orderly manner, declar-

ed themselves independent, and, in connection with their

Pastor, sent up their declaration in writing to the Con-
cord Presbytery, to which they had formerly belonged.

This congregation being thus disconnected, and with-

drawn from the Presbyterian body, formed themselves

into an independent society, and agreed to be governed
by the general principles of the Presbyterian church,

both as to doctrine and discipline, as far as comported
with a state of independency, until they had time to

form a Constitution and rules of government for them-
selves.

The congregation of Salem, which had been former-

ly connected with Bullock's creek church, under the

same Pastor, also in effect declared for independence,

and the tame, connection still continued between the two
congregations as formerly, only on the, independent form.

Also tiie c'qhg egatious of Shilo, Edmonds* and Olney,

soon became united to the independent body. These
five churehes, after some time of reflection and delibera-

tion, agreed to appoint their quota oi commissioners,

respeel ivi I v\ to njeet in convention for the purpose of form-

ing a constitution, and rules of discipline, for the regular

and orderly government of the independent church.

—

Those delegates m onvention u Bujlock's creek

ng^etjng house, in October,.'! 813, and with gr£at care '

v
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and attention to the business committed to them, they-

formed a constitution, consisting of the radical articles

of our faith, and the form of our government. Tins con*

stitution was submitted to the inspection of the churches,

and was by them unanimously approved, a tted.

—

The manuscript was sent to the printing Office in Salis-

bury, North-Carolina, but the printer (tying before 1

had put the work to press, the copy was unfortunately

lost.

The Pastor of the above congregations, and ti-

atc in the ministry, and also some of the n oi the

.church, removed to the western country ;
which

salion of Providence, apparently inauspicious, left these

churches in a destitute situation ; consequently they, du-

ring this unfortunate time of desertion, became discou-

raged, and made no exertions to recover, or revive their

'constitution which they had unhappily lost. There was,

however, an independent church formed in West Ten-

nessee, composed of the members who went from the

Carolina.1

; and others who were inhabitants of thai coun-

try.

Several of the members of that society, wno went

with their Pastor from these churches in the Carolinas,.

had a tolerable good recollection of the substance of the

constitution which had been formed in this country by

the above mentioned convention. These members, by

the strength of their memory, drew up an abstract oi

said form of government ; which abstract was submitted.

to the consideration of the church in Tennessee, met in.

convention for that special purpose on February 12, 1 817.

was unanimously approved and adopted, as the consti-

tutional rules ofthe Independent Church ; and printed in

Nashville. This church also ordained the licentiate who
went from this country, and licensed another young man
to preach the gospel ; vv iiich licentiate has since been or-

dained to the ministry.

In the course of six or seven years, these three preach-

ers returned from the western country, to the churches

in the Carolinas. This happy turn of providence great-

ly revived the independent interest. During their ab-

sence the church of Shilo, by deaths, removals and other

causes became dissolved. But there is a respectable

• church organized in Yorkviilc and added to the number.
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Anil (litre are also three other spcieti. whi< h arc no;

yei in a lull state of organisation, under the ministerial

care of these three

Inasmuch as the abstract adopted by ihe western ehtireli

had not received in form, the sanction of the church as

in the Carolinas, and as it was at, best but a short a-

bridsment of our^rujesj the congregations 6! k ?

s

Creek, Salem, Edmonds, Oh ivy and Yorkville, thought

it expedient to appoint a convention to revise the laws

by which they have heretofori governed, arid to

form a system of rules, both as to doctrine and discip-

line, to be publicly sanctioned and adopted, as the eon-

stitution and form of government of the Independent

Presbyterian Church.

Pursuant to this plan a Convention met at Yorkville

on the 15th day of October, ['323, composed of delegates

from the several congregations aforesaid. '1 he mem-
bers who formed this; Convention were the Me v. Will-

iam C. Davis, the Rev. Robert M. Davis and the Rev.

Silas J. Feemster ; also xWessrs. James Feemster, Isaac

Hope, James tlobinson, Isaac; Davis, Samuel iMelton

and George W. Davis.

These delegates beiag met at the time and place ap-

pointed, entered upon the important business assigned

to them, and maturely considered every article which is

contained in this constitution and form of government:

and throughout their deliberations they conscienscioush

endeavored to pay a due respect to the general doctrines,

and rules'.of discipline, contained in the word ofGod
;

as well as to the rational dictates of justice ; and the

whole business was accompanied with solemn prayer to

Almighty Cod, for his direction and blessing.

Thus, the Constitution aria ofgovernment of tha

hidependent Presbyterian Church, was formed, approved,

and sanctioned by the general voice of the convention,

and was also approbated, and received by our churches

as the Constitutional Rules by which we profess to be

governed.

It is ever to be remembered, that the scriptures of che

Old and New Testaments are the only infallible st

of truth. Synods and counsels, and all the divisions,

creeds and confessions of men, uninspired, are fallible.

and subject to errors. But the word of God cannot err



Therefore, as fallibility is inseparable from tiumfenitj

its presertt slate, the determination of all gospel doctrines

is to he referred ultimately to the word of God. Never-

theless we deem it expedient and conducive to the ben-

efit and edification of the church in general, to collect to-

gether the essential doctrines of the gospel, and com-

prise tlieHfi in a short and comprehensive view.

to church government, it appears pretty evident

that God ohly intended to lay down the leading princi-

ple rich his church was to be governed. But the

particular by laws, so to speak, necessary to the proper

and regular exi f church discipline, he has left to

prudence of 'the churches* The great end of church

discipline is to promote truth, virtue and holiness, and
io counteract error and immorality ; and the most pru-

de.it ami effectual mode of obtaining these two great ob-

jects, is the most agreeable to the word of -God. Upon
the whole we think it honest and fair to point out to the

World the radical doctrines which we believe, and the

laws' by which We are governed ; and we hope that every

h will sec by our constitution, that the .doc-

trines We profs re the genuine doctrines of God, ac-

cording to his u the laws by which we are

govented ere. riot only consistent with the rational dic-

tates ofprhdence and justice, but also agreeable to the

general principles of that government, which Christ and
his apostl^ e lied in the New Testament.



CONSTITUTION

AND FORM OF GOVERNMENT, &r

CHAPTER I.

DENOMINATIONS

T. Our Church shall be known by the name of THE
INDEPENDENT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.—
We are a Church, because our societies, respectively, as
professed christians, meet together for the purpose of
worshipping God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Redeemer, and for the purpose of waiting on the
means of grace which he has appointed for the salvation
of our souls; and because we are governed by the gen-
eral laws which Christ lias appointed in his word. Mat;
18. 20.

We are a Presbyterian Church because the senior mem-
bers of every congregation constitute a presbytery, for
the government of the church, to which they respective-
ly belong. 1. Pet. 5. 5. 1. Tim. 4. 14.

We me Independent Presbyterians, because eachofour
individual churches governs itself, independent of one
another, and acknowledges no superior, in point of gov-
ernment and authority, but Christ. Mat. 23. 8-10.°

II. Seeing there are different sects of christians, it is

both necessary and scriptural for them to be nominally
distinguished. In the apostolic age, there were two
grand divisions in the churches ; viz : l ish and the
Gentile churches ; and they were distinguished by differ-
ent names. Those composed of Jewish converts were.



sailed "Churches ofJudca." Gal. i. 22. "The cir

cumeision." Gal. ii. 9. 12. Acts, xi. 2. And they were
often called '• The Church," or " The Saints," or " 7 he
brethren in, or at Jerusalem." Acts, viii. 1. and xi. 22.

Com. with chap. xvi. 4. The gentile converts were
called " Tiie brethren which are of the Gentiles." Acts,

xv. 23. "The gentiles who believe." Acts. xxi. 25.

—

In C\al. ii. 14, the two churches are distinguished by the

name ofJews and Gentiles. " If thou being a Jew, liv-

" est after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the
" Jews, why compelest thou the Gentiles to live as do
"the Jews ?" In the 12th verse the two churches are

distinguished by the denomination' of Gentiles and the

Circumcision. Thus the churches composed of Jews,
were distinguished even by the apostles themselves, from
the Gentile churches.

III. While even christians differ in their religious o-

pinions, and divide into different sects, we deem it right

and scriptural, for each sect to be known by some par-

ticular name, by which they may be distinguished from
each ofjher ; but. we conceive that there is an impropriety
in any particular church assuming a name which equally

belongs to all others. Any society of christians, for in-

stance, wrho are governed by the laws of God is a churchf-

a christian church, and a branch ofthe Catholic church.—
Therefore we think that no particular sect has a right to

be denominated by such general names exclusively, but

ought to be distinguished by some appellation peculiar t&

themselves.

But it is greatly to be lamented, that the different de-

nominations who agree in the radical doctrines of the

gospel, do not cultivate a greater degree of love and
charity toward each other. Christians ought to com-
mune together at the Lord's table, and not suffer their

difference of opinion in non-essential things to divide a-

sunder those who are brethren in the Lord. Mark, ix. 38
-40. Luke. ix. 49. 50. John, xiii. 35. 1 Cor. i. 13.—
Eph. iv. 2. 3. Rom. xiv. 1. 4. 10. 13, 1 Cor. \. 29
-33. Heb, xiii. 1. 1 Cor. i. 1-3.
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o>
;
* the cm rch,

i! chnrclj h composed of* amy numbi
w ith their households, iated

rshi}5 of God, in the rtame of Christ. In Mir. xi\

10, i'! ('sM.:'!5, • Where two or three aire gath

iv nam} am 1 in the midsi

"them." See also Acts, *vi. 14. 15. and 20. 7.

!or. xvi. 19. and 2. 1 (T3.

U. A particular cjmrch consists of any number of hi

iduaj chard . to one denomination.

—

or. xvi. 19. 2 Cor. i. 1. Gal. i. 2, and 2. 7-9.

III. The Catholic, or the whole church militant on
earth, includes Ml denoriiinations of christians, in a!i

parts of the worki, who worship God according to the

gosp ii. 18-22, and /i, 21.

Independent Presbyterian Church, is a b

ig christians,who hold to the doctrines and ar^.

;rncdb) stem ofdVsdipline hereafter stated; which
w'elkTicve to be agreeable to the general rules and form of

doctrine authorised by Christ in the Mew Testament;. Mat
xviii. 20. Rom. xiw 4. 5. 22. 1 Cor. i. 1-3 and 14. 32. 33. 40.

CHAPTER III,

FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES.

fiie Independent 1 erian Church in general pro-

fess to adhere to the Calvanistic system of divinity
;

yet.

every individual member is at liberty to enjoy a freedom
of sentiment, as to non-essential doctrines, Rom. xiv,

}-5, T.V22, provided lie adheres to the fundamental
principles of the gospel. 2 Tim. i. 13. Jude,-3. Never-

theless we are far from the opinion that tjrtiih and false-



• en in nonessentials, arc Matters • icfe.

'. Col. ii. !>. Although every man, in (lis

is free, and cahudt be subjugated to the o-

others, yet even one is under solemn obliga-

cro }i sout, to bis Blfcle and to his God, to be-

le truth, and to reject falsehood. Eph. «v. I i.—

-

truth.revealed in 'tic word of God, ouglit.to be

I, and bourn* never be given up fov an

Cor. xiii. 8. James, iii. 14. Prov. win.

But every man does not sec alike, and the mis-

takes of our brethren, in non-essential doctrines, ought

to be confronted with scriptural and rational aiyj

b. notbv'he anathemas of the church. Lake,

xiv. 1-5. 10. 2 Cor. i. 24. 2 Tim.

25. T .. 9.

fundarcenla rloetrines of the gospel may bfe

comprehended under these three general I.
: st. The

b*iza of one true God; 2d. Faith in the lesu$

Clirfet : 3d. Holiness in heart and life. Any semiment

thai goes to deny the being and perfection oi tne Den)

.

or the doctrine of faith in Christ, or the necessity of no-

lines, is Heresy i
strikes at the vitals pfreli damn

ablein its nature, and is incompatible with salvation
.

C on-

sequently, all such radical errors infer the censure Ofthe

church.
* We, therefore, think it expedient to have but

these three articles in our creed, comprehending all th

doctrines which are necessarily connected with them.

I. Tl IKE IS OM.Y ONE TRUE AND LIVING GoD. VV C

acknowledge three coequal persons in the Godhead, the

Father, tin Son, and the Holy Ghost ;
but there is but

one God. Mat. xxviii. 19. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 1 John yi. /.

Is xiii. 1. We believe him to be infinite, eternal and

unchangeable, possessing all possible perfections, b

natural and moral. This belief is the first principle of

all true religion ; and there cannot be any true religion

without it. Hence Moses particularly states m Dem

vi 4 savins;, "Hear, O Israel, Jehovah our JShhm v

one Jehovah.^ That is, « Jehovah'' the Eon,, in the

singular number ;
" Our FAohim, God, in the p.ural nunf-

tor « is one. Jehovah," in the singular. I ho apostle

always (Heb. xi. 6.) " Be who coracth to God, must

believe* that he Iso the Psalmist says. (1 s. xiv.

\
)
« The fool hath said in his heart. 1 here is no GOd.
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erefore tc»()eny,/u- even uoi toacknowl
of /', and infers the consul

li. Faith in the Loan Jesus Christ. F
agreement or acquiescence of the heai
sinner, consenting to the tenns of the gospel, give.s him-
self to Christ, and looks to him only, for salvs ! ., I-

\ 16 Uts xvi, 129-3
1 , and 8. 37. Rom. x. 6-1] . Prev.

sxiii. - v. ill- 20. Luke xxiii. 42-13. Saving!
a belief, 1st. that we are lost and nm

sinners. (Mat. ix. 12. 18. John vi.»i. 54. Horn iii

. and 5. 6-21.) 2d. That Jesus Christ is the
Saviour. (Acts iv. 12. John viii. 24. Is. xliii. 11.—
3d. That Christ tiicd as a repre re, iii th

and stead of his people. (Rom. v. 6-8. 2 Cor. v 2T 1

Pet: ii. 24. Is. 53. John x. 11, 15-13. 28.—
Horn. viii. ^, 4.) 4th. That by his death he mad;- a full

atonement for sin and procured a perfect righteousness
for oar justification. (Rom. iii. 19-28, and 4. 3-5
25, and 5. 17-21. Rom. viii. 1,2. Phil. iii. 8, 9. Oeb.
ix. 12-15, P-2Q. 1 Pet. iii. 18.) That we are not

liSed either in whole, or in part, by any righteous-
ness, good works, obedience, orholiiiess of our own, but

y through the vicarious atonement of Christ, placed
to our account, according to the plan of the gospel.—
Rom. iii. 20-28, and 4. 3-8. 23-25, and 5. 17-21.

—

Phil, iii- 4-9. Gal. ii. 16, 19-21, and 3. 10-13, 21-
Moreover, the doctrine of the trinity is necessarily con-

nected with, and implied in the doctrine of faith in

Christ'. The whole system of the gospel is predicated on
the idea of:a plurality, as well as unity in the Godhead.
(Dent. vi. 4. Ps. ii. 2, % 7-9, and 110. 1. John v. 17,

38, and 8. 17, 18, and 10. 15, 18-30, and ]6. ?, 13-15.
Com. with chap. xv. 26. 1 John v. 7.) The covenant
ofredempljjn between the Father and the Son ; the Fa-
ther sending the Son ; and the Son coming into the
world to do his Fathers will ; and the spirits proceeding
from the Father and the Son, are circumstances in tne
plan ofredemption which could not possibly exist, but
on (}\e supposition that there are three distinct persons
in the Godhead. Therefore to deny the Trinity is to

'lleaiy the radical system of salvation, and to overthrow
tfye whole doctrine of faith in Christ. (John xii. U-50.

Also to deny the doctrine of the Trinity, is, in effect,



to deny the divinity, and also tiie validity of thee ator*

>j Christ ; for ij titer e be not a plurality of

otis in the Godhead, Christ must, of nec<

mere creature, and jf a mere Creature, he Would
en competent to o).akc a sufficient atonement

and infinite justice would not have been satisfied

the death of the cross, if so then, as the apostle i

(1 Cor. xv. 14-17.) "Our preaching is vain, and put
'• faith is also vain, and we are yet in ouivsjiis." B;

Christ be a divine person he must of necessity he eqi

with the Father, and must be fully competent to I

wjiolc work of redemption. (Is. xiv. 21-25. John xxx.

,2.-30. llch. vii. 2i. 25.) Therefore to deny or <

the existence a iii the divine persons

Godhead, is Heresy, and shall be deemed censurable bv<

the church. (1 John ii. 20, 23^24, and 5. 20. 2 John ill-

9, 10, 11; Mat. xxviii. )9>Jolin i- 1*4.*

In the last place, Faith in Christ implies a belief that

the scriptures of the Olc

word of God ; for no man can believe in Christ, who
uics the truth of the Bible. John v. 39, and 20, 31. Rom.
x. 14, 17. 2 Tim. iii. 15-17. 2 Pet. iii. 16. There-

fore to deny or not to acknowledge the truth of the scrip-

tures, is Heresy, and censurable by the church.

111. Holiness. This is a special command of God
,;

(1 Pet. i. 16.) " Be ye holy; for I am holy. Also the

Apostle to the Hebrews says, that without holiness no

man shall see the Lord. (Ileb. xii. 14.) Holiness is one

principle part of the salvation of the soul ; it is the radi-

cal evidence'''of true and.saving' faith ; as a consequence

of an interest in Christ, and it qualifies us for the enjoy-

ment of God ia heaven. Consequently no man can he

saved without holiness. It is not the condition, of our

salvation, but a constituent part of the salvation which

* There is a great difference between a person's not hav

ing a satisfactory belief of the doctrine of the Trinity, and
absolutely denying, or opposing it. A good man may.

through ike want of information, have some difficulties, and
; tie clear and decided in professing his belief ofthis,

doctrine. e ice arc carefully to distinguish betiueen

nee and a toilful and sentimental denial or opposiliov

is important article. Acts xix. 22. John ix. 35-38.



receive Hon. Clipist,by faitt^aud i. vvroughj in us b)

lioiy Spirit. I Cor. vi. 9—11. Gal. v. 22, 2

Therefore, unhoHness in the life and conversatj< >n-

) the rules of the gospel; and infers the censure <>1

rcli. 1 Tim, v. 20. I Cor. v. 11.

>.\c hold to l>e the < ssential

\nd no church shall bo consider-

iging to our body, or as hi bur con 1

;.

;, which maintains or belief - incornpa

with, or contrary to these three articles ofomrCrced
stated in tint; chapter. And therefore v

doctrines of any eh) bich

>r opposes thcm
;

icm.

*a=S? iei4>i«iC=-- -

CHAPTER IV.

THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHURQH TO
QENSE AND ORDAIN MINISTER®*--ALSO,
THE CALLING OF MEN TO THE MINISTRY.

The Presbytery of any individual church has full pow-
er to license and ordain ministers, (called also, bishops,

or pastors,) to preach the gospel, and administer the or-

dinances which God has appointed in his word, Christ

himself, who is the head of the church, has the sole pre-

rogative of calling men to the ministry. Mat. ix. 38, and
xxviii. 19, 20. Actsxiii. 2, aud xx/28. i Cor. xii. 27,

28. Eph. iv. 7, 11, 12. Even the inspired apostles had
not this power : neither is this prerogative vested in the

church; but it belongs to God only. John xv 5.

It appears evident from the records of the Acts of the

apostles, that the authority of recognising and approba-

ting those whom Christ lias called to the ministry, be-

longs to every individual church. Acts xiii. 1, 3, and
xviii. 27, and xvi. 2. And God has given iu his word,
certain rules, which the church is to observe, in order to

ascertain those who arc sent by divine authority to

preach the word. (1 Tim. iii. 10, 13. Office of a dea-

con, Greek, office of a minister.) These rules the church
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ctugh.i to attend ro, and giidrt) as much as possible against.

the sacked office, who have no ev-

idence of n inrVtiie'cali. I Tim. v. 22, and lii. 10. Mat.

\% 15, 16, 20.

The church at Lystra appears to have licensed aud

ordauied Timpthy ; and the apostle V.n^] was no doubt

the Moderator of the Presbyjery who presided in the

business of laying on of hands. Compare; Acts xvi. 1—

3

with"'] Tim. iv. 14, and 2 Tim. i. 6. The eloquent i-

pollas was unknown to the apostles till some time

he came toEphesus. lie was a preacher, although he

knew only the baptism, that is, the import ofthe.bapt

or the doctrine of John. But Aquiila, and Priscilla
;

took him home to their house, where there was a small

an church, which Paul had planted shortly before:

e was instructed more perfectly in the v\ay off the

Lord. From itffc'iice lie went to Achaia with letters of

recommendation from the members of the church at |v

phesus ; find his labors v atly blessed in tl

cs of Greec c had prob'abl

.' any ofthe >t. Compare Ac
}'i—28 with verse - and 1 Cor. xvi, 19.

jl. When any man is endued with good talents, both

as to ctual Rapacities and his aptness for public

lid has obtained a good -education, at least in

the English language, and has been well instructed in the

principles of the Christian religion; and also when di-

vine grace has made him the subject of genuine piety:

If his mind be inclined toward the work of the ministry

a the pure motives of love to the cause of God, and

the souls of men : it may he charitably 'presumed that

God Iras called him to the ministry. Matt. xiii. 52. Acts

xvi. ?. 1 Tim. iii. 2. Titus i. 3, 9. The only decisive

test of a divine call, which (he scriptures have given us,

are the doctrines which a minister preaches and the fruits

of his labors.

III.
:
' fie who confess'Hh that Jesus Christ is come in

the fterfi is of God." This does not mean the confession

of his faith as an article of his creed, but the sum and

substance of his sermons. The main drift of his public

ministrations must centre in this one point; to wit, that

'• Jesus Christ is come in the flesh".*' Come in the fleshy

does not mean merelv that Christ is come in human naJ



auned the fallen, guilty an

rs in t lie ilesli , of sinn

\ 'or. v . 14— li'». In other words, i mei

thai died iti the room of I..

tloath is rlie onfy atonement nh
jneritorious ground of our salvation,

ministrations confesses, or i this doctrini

it'- who does not teach tliis doctrine i ?. 1

n iv, 2, ;). ! Cor. i. 18, . and ii. 2. Compa
with Gal. h 8, 9, and. vi. 14— 10, andl (J jl.

IV. Be is called of God to the mini itry, who not on

ly preaches Christ crucified as the oi;!> ground of a -

ner's salvation, but is also made the mean
and. converting sinners, or of comforting, np'O md
edifying the people of God. 1 Cor. iii. 5—9. <

commission to his ministers is, " To open V. (of

sinners,) and to turn them from darkness to light, and

from the power of Satan unto Go,}/ &.c. i lis t orninaud

is also, " Fred my lambs, feed my sheep ;" and again.

feed my sheep." Acts. xxvi. 17, 18. John xxi. 15— 17.

The scribe instructed by Christ, unto the kingdom oi

heaven, is like a good householder who bringcth out of

his treasure things, new and old. Matt. xiii. 52. Peter

was constituted a fisherman to catch men ill the gospel

net. Mark i. 17. Luke v. 10. Christ makes some of his

ministers ' ; Boanerges, sons of thunder," (Mark iii. 17.)

and others he makes " sons of consolation. (Acts iv. 36.)

Thus faithful and wise stewards; who are appointed by

rjst over his household, gives every one his portion of

meat in due season. Luke xii. 42.

Christ warns the church to beware of false prophets.

Matt. vii. 15—20. He also has given us an infallible

mark to distinguish his true prophets from those who are

n ilves in sheep's clothing. " By their fruits (says he)

ye shall know them." Not the common fruits of reli-

gion which all Christians bring forth ; for there are ma-
ny good Christians who bring forth good fruit in their

i'\ es arid conversation, whom God never calls to the rain

istry. But Christ means their ministerialfruits. Thorn's

do not yield grapes, nor thistles figs". Those ministers

who, in their ministrations, do not feed and refresh the

church with the pure a;u' wholesome doctrines of the

gospel, and whose labors are not blest to the conviction



Miners, or the nourishment of God'?
and thirties* God, by his Spirit, does n<

u, ' tin • lore, not bein^g railed of God. th

barren and unfruitful, and the church i
. -.

front ihc.in, and tliery have no seals to the":

But, on the other hand, those ministers

are accompanied by the Spirit of God, do produce fi

they yield figs for food, and clusters o

both God and man. (Judges ix. 13.) .God is

with the success of his gospel and his h< nces
on the hearts of sinners, aiifl the people oi' • un-
der the shadow of .......

the Lord hath planted, and are re lea-

sant fruits. Tims by their fruits m ;

for " a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, iiei:

can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit."

Paul had begotten the believers in Corinth by the gos-

pel, (1 Cor. iv. 15.) therefore he counted them Ins wprl)

in the Lord, and the seal of his apostlesbip. (1 Cor. ix-.

1, 2.) He also counted them his certificate from heaven.
not laid up in a hidden place,, but known and read by
all men ; not written with ink, but with the Spirit of the

living God ; not on paper, nor yet on tables of stone, bin

on the fleshly tables of heart. 2 Cor. iii. 1— 3. Happ}
is thai minister who has such credentials, or such seals

to his ministry. See Gal. ii. 7—9. and 1 John iv, >, 6

>WM$I«]

IJAPTER V.

THE TRIALS, AND LICENSURE Ot <

DATES FOB THE MINISTRV

I. When any person, who is a male communis
a sincere and hearty inclination to engage in the work
of the ministry, (1 Tim. iii. 1.) and hopes that In-

some suitable degree qualified for it, it is his duty to }>\-.\

himself under the care and direction of the pn
ol the church to which he belongs, or to whicl
ehoo.se to connect himself. The church nni
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to admit any pi rson as a candidate, except hi

full communion, and a member of good i

s xvi. '..'. 1 Tim. iii.'V.

II. it would be very desirable and recorni

tin* who have the ministry in view, to en-
deavour, ii' in their power, to obtain a liberal education,
at least, to make themselves acquainted with the Greek

£&agc, in Which the New Testament was origin.

written. The churcir ought c e careful, 'as m
as possible, to encourage literature, and keep.up a learn-
ed ministry To have our pulpits filled with illiterate

men would be a circumstance seriously to be deprecated.
1 Tim. Hi. G; Nevertheless these observations are nor.

to be so rigorously construed, as to exclude all those from
die ministerial office who have not the advantage of a
ti'tfetal education. God can qualify those whom he in -

rends to call forth to his work ; and there are many men
of tine talents and great abilities, who have no more than
good English learning. Therefore, a knowledge of the

dead languages,, or academical acquirements, shall not
be considered as an essential qualification of a minister
of the gospel. But it is required that candidates for the

ministry be good English scholars, and so well acquain-
ted with English grammar as to be able to read, write

and pronounce the English language, with a good degree
of propriety. 1 Tim. iii. G.

ill. Before a. Presbytery shall receive a candidate un-
der their direction, they must first be satisfied as to his

church membership, and his good moral standing. They
must examine him at least as to his competency in the

English language, anri also as to his views and motives
in entering into the work of the ministry. They must
also examine him as to lire experience of a work of grace
on his heart, his views of his interest in Christ, and of
his progress in a life of religion. If the presbytery sus

tain the examination, and are satisfied, they shall receive

the candidate under their care as a probationer for the

ministry of the gospel. 1 Tim. v. 22. and iii. 10. 2 Tim.
i. 5.

JV. The presbytery shall then proceed to conduct ihc

candidate through a regular course of trials previous to

his licensure. They shall appoint him texts to preach
on, or oassages for lectures, from time to time ; which



sermons, or lectures, the ! le shall

trial. 1 Tim,, lii. 9, 10. I om-

inended dial candidates write their trial discourses;, thai

the presbytd v have a better opportunity, by exam-
ining them, to judge both as to their knowledge of the

jmglisji language, and as to their acquaintance with tftc

doctrines of the gospel. The presbytery may appoint a

committee of two or more of their jndicious and sensi-

ble members, and commit the special direction of flic

caii It vv'tll be best for the presbytery to

appoint frequent meetings, at least once every six months,

o" qftener if they find it needful or profitable, thai I tc

c, late' may frequently preach before them. Tiiis w ill

rit opportunity, not only to the presbyter)

ig instruction to the candidate, and .enquiring in

to hs progress in divinity, but it iyill also afford frequent

o the candidate of receiving instructs

improving by habit in the necessary art of public

V When the presbytery is satisfied with the talents

are* performances of "the candidate, they shall appoint

him a text for a pqpul s mon,' to be delivered

is to his re. They shall e,\

on doctrinal divinity', and if they sustain his serin

uiificiently satisfied as to the virtue.

pi
'

oT the can ^ they shall proceed

to lie nse.Jhinrin the following manner* 1 Tim. hi. 10

:• 9.

The officiating moderator shall call up the candidate.

and shall put to him the following questions :

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments to be the word of God, and the only infalli-

ble rule and standard of faith' and practice ? 2 Tim. iii,

1^—17. John v. 39.

2. Will you, through the assistance of divine grace,

endeavour to preach Jesus Christ and him crucified, as

the only way of salvation ? 1 Cor. ii. 2. Acts iv. 12. Gal.

i. 8, 9/
3. Do you feel yourseii* trader obligations, through di-

vin. to walk orderly, according to the nrecep
;

ts of
the -&» 1 Tim. ft.i2, \G/

ro sul lent and
ne of this presbyter \. vy#me you'coiuiiiue a mem-



IS*.

her of it ; and to the discipline of iV.hatcvei

yon m :\ be connected ? 1 Pet. \

' The candidate having answered fh'ese questions jn

affirmative, the moderator shall offer up a prater to (

suitable to the occasion. After which lie shall

. the candidate in words to the following effect: •'

" In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, atJTbv the

authority which lie has given to his church

you to preach the everlasting gospel of our f j5i< ( and
Saviour : and may God be with you, and fui i for

his important work, wherever he, in the course of his

providence, may call you to minister in his name. Amen."
Mark xvi. 16. Matt, xxvjii Tim. iv. 1,

The officiating; moderator shall then . ivc the licen-

ciate an address, relative to the duties oi' his sojemn un-

dertaking. Afterward a hymn may be *un£, and the so-

lemnity closed with the apostolic I ion.

VI. No candidate shall be licensed -
::

i he is twenty

one -years of age. 1 Tim. iii. 6.

CHAPTER \i.

OF ORDAINING A LICENTIATE,

i. One of the special objects of sending out a licen-
tiate to preach the gospel among the churches, sometime
previous to his ordination, is to give an opportunity to
the churches to ascertain whether he is, or is not, a min-
ister sent of God. And the churches ought, in such an
important matter as this, to judge conscientious^, im-
partially and with candor, according to the rules laid
down in the word of God. 1 Tim. v. 22, and iii. 10.

(See chap. IV. sect. % and 3.)

1. If he preach Christ crucified, and faith in him as
the only ground of justification ; and al\the graces of
^notification! and benefits of salvation as flowing only
through him, as our great atonement : thev oi

judge favorably of him. This is a good evidence of hi*



V
2Q.

being taught and called of God. (1 John iv. 2, Ch 2 Tim
ii. 2. Titus i. 9. 1 Tim. i. 19.)

2. If his labors are blessed, that is, if either sinners arc

converted under his preaching, or if his ministrations
: .the people of God ; if j^ood people love to hear him

and ft^»l themselves delighted, refreshed, quickened, com
ed mn\ strengthened by his preachiug, these are in-

failif 'ks of a minister's being called and aeknow-
it. When the churches find all tljese tes-

Ismieeting in a licentiate, or in anv minister, they

>t not to hesitate, but acknowledge him to be sent
*>f Go& See Matt. vii. 1(3. Luke xii. 42. 1 John iv. b\

i. 15, 16, 1:7. 1 i'etcr v. 2. compared with John
Vui. 20.

II. When a licentiate is called to take the pastoral est]

of a congregation, or when he has a written or well au-

thenticated recommendation from any other church or.

pressing their acquiescence in his ordination,

ball be considered as a sufficient testimony from the

churches, and if the presbytery is also satisfied iY

their own knowledge o:' the licentiate, they may ordain

him, provided the licentiate himself is willing to be or-

dained. Acts xvi. 2. 1 Tim. Ill . 13. 2 Tim. ii. 2. Titus

\. 9. If the licentiate be called to the pastoral care of

an organized church, and he be willing to accept of the

]] it will be expedient for the presbytery to dismiss

him before he is ordained, and for him to unite himself

to the church where he expects to reside as their pastor,

and for them to ordain him.

III. The presbytery, to which the licentiate belongs

wbenifc is to be m*dained, shall appoint him atext, orasub-

; for a lecture, or both if they choose, for a popular

trial, previous to ordination, and they may also examine

him on divinity on church history, on church discipline,

and on every branch of science they may think expedi-

ent, until they are fully satisfied as to his soundness in

the faith, his talents and improvement.
The ordinations must be open, in the presence ofthe

church: (1 Tim. vi. 12. 2 Tim. ii. 2.) If an ordained

minister be presehl an ordination sermon ought to be

preached. Then ing moderator shall call up
the licentiate and shuii propose to him the same ques-

tions which were stated beforf . in the case of licensure



Chap. v. Sect. \. am) shall add the following,
•' Ho you solemnly promise before God that you will

nor, through grace, to pn unrd of God
illy, and administer the 01 eg of the gos; cl

- conscientiously ; arid that you will endeavor ro hold
" lust to the doctrines taught in the holy scriptures, and
"that you will never desert the standard of the gospel,

• whatever difficulties or persecutions may ueTal yoi

2 Tim, i. 13, and ii. 3—12. 2 Cor. xii. 23-^27,. Mark
viii. 33,

iy. The licentiate having answered the above quest
lions in the affirmative, shall sit or kneel down, arid the

officiating moderator shall lay his right hand upon ins

head, and at the same time the presbiters of the congre-
gation, at least as many as conveniently can, shall also

lay on their hands., and the moderator shall offer up a
suitable prayer to God, setting apart the licentiate to the
holy ministry, and committing him to the guidance and
protection of the grace of God and to his holy keeping,
&c. 1 Tim. iv 14, 2 Tim. i. 6.

V. After prayer the moderator shall give him the right
hand of fellowship, and after him the members of the
church, and also the members of any church, may give
him their right hands, as a solemn token of their appro-
bation. Gai. ii. 9.

The moderator shall, in the name of the presbytery,
present him with a bible, not only as a token of respect,
but also as the only infallible rule by which he is to preach
the gospel ofChrist. 2 Tim. iii. 14—17. 2 Pet. i. 19— I),

Is. viii. 20. He shall then give him a solemn charge,
relative to the duties of his sacred Office. Then a hymn
may be sung, and the solemnity closed with the apostol-
ic benediction. % Tim. iv 1—5. I Pet. v. 1--3.



FORM OF

GOVERNMENT.
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CHAPTER 1.

OF THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT Oh i

APOSTOLIC CHURCHES.

1. ft is generally admitted that the primitive churches

m the apostolic age, were founded and governed on the

sim pie principles of independency. The celebrated Dr.

<Uenn, in his ancient church history, vo!. 1. page 107,

gives Us a plain and distinct account of the state of the a-

.olic churches, in the first century :
" The churches in

" those early times/' says lie," " were entirely indepeft-

" dent ; none of them subject to any foreign jurisdiction,

" but each one governed by its own rules, and its own
" laws. For though the churches founded by the apos-
" ties." (to wit : by the twelve at Jerusalem,) " had this
;'' particular difference shewn them, that they were con-
•' suited .iu difficult and doubtful cases, yet they had no
'juridical auihoriiv ; no sort of supremacy over the oth-

:
' ers, nor the least right to enact laws for them. No-
* thing; on the contrary, is more evident, than the per-

"feet equality that reigned among the primitive ehurch-
' es ; nor does there even appear, in this first century,
' the smallest trace of that association of provincial chur-

;
-' ches, from which councils and metropolitans derive their

" origin. It was only in the second century that the

^ custom of holding councils commenced in Greece, from
" whence it soon spread through the other provinces.

—

"Note. The meeting of the church of Jerusalem, men-
tioned in Acts 15th, is commonly considered as the
•'

first jChrisit'an council. But this notion arises from a

manifest abuse of the word council. That meeting was



ertain bonds in ,

ii, lied falls to I

>, (in page ["i ? vol. L) our judi'cio ria'n has

of the state of tli

^ purl of '1-

i church id;

nor were tli% joined t<

•iafion, c< acy, or any other bonds b'u

hatity.
' hrikiati assembly was ajittle stale,

by its own laws. But in process of time,, all

prpvincq^w ere formed into a.la

ody, which, like con:. tes, as-

les, in order to deliberate about

"the common interests of the whole. This institution

•* had its origin among the Greeks, with whom nothing
" was more common than this confederacy of independ-
"* ent states, these ecclesiastical associations were

•it long confined to the Greeks.—To ffiese assemblies,

"in which the deputies, or commissioners of several

"churches consulted together, was appropriated the

'Knamev^f*- by the Greets, arid tba'f"of Conn
" by the Latiiis ; and the laws that were enacted, in tliese

npral meetings, were called Canons, i. c. Rules.

".These councils, of which we fnal not the

trace, before the middle of this century, c; the

hole face of the church, a*nd gave it a new form, for

hem, the ancient pi pie wen-

diminished, and the power and authority of

greatly augmented. Another effect

, the gradual abolition -or* that i e-

•

q \; reigned among ali the bishops in die"

11. This sketch of church hist. tness or

aeknow iful

ntation of the simple ofthe a

churches, enjoying all the STreedorn and happiness of a

perfecti tendent government, calling no man or set

of men, master upon earth, and acknowledging no supe-

but Christ. It also gives us a melancholy view of

ch the> lost their liberty by the active



Atoiicv oi the w isc and learned Grecians. Tin.' greeks
orian otys&rvesj who w ere clh ided into a great nuqiber

pi petty states, were in the habit, lor many hundred years,
in iheircivj] policy, of confederating together, for th

mutual defence against their common enemies. \\ I

were ronvcrted to Christianity they enjoyed all thesw<
oi rcligiousliberiy, while they continued under the govern-
ment established by the apostles. But in process of time,
they introduced a confederacy of the several churches in

their respective districts, in imitation of their confedera-
ted suites, and directly contrary to the ever memorable
prohibition of Christ, the head of the church. (Matt. xx.

25, 26. Mark x. 42, 43, and Luke xxii. 25, 36.) They
modeled the government of X'hrists kingdom exactly af-

ter the manner of the kingdoms of the Gentiles. This

Unhappy form of government, as Dr. Mosheim observes,

(vol. 1. page 178, and 1.79,) was not long confined to

the Greeks ; it soon spread over &!! the churches in Eu-
rope, Asia and Africa ; and the church of Christ was as a
great empire, or rather, as several kingdoms composed
of several districts, governed by bishops, prelates, coun-
cils and synods ; and the baleful consequence was soon
felt, and is severely felt to this day. in a great part of
Christendom.

The old strife, ivho shall be the greatest, soon arose a-

inong the bishops ; and the Metropolitan churches, like

the mother of Zebcdee's children, soon brought forward
their Metropolitan bishops desiring them to sit at the

right hand, and at the left of Christ in his kingdom.

—

And in a few hundred years, the bishop of Rome placed

himself in the chair of St. Peter, as the head of the church;

and he, with his court of Cardinals, has filled the whole
church of Christ with blood and slaughter. This was the

doleful consequence of the church's deviating from that

independent form of government which Christ had ori-

ginally appointed.

III. Although it is admitted that Christ has not given,

in his word, a full and complete system of lawr
s for the

government of his kingdom, but has left a great deal to

the prudence and wisdom of the church ; 1 Cor. xiv. 40.

vet he has undoubtedly given us the' general plan and

iform of church government ; and he has stated the lead-

ins features of the Jaws for the discipline of his church;



By which hIi the special rules of that discipline ought

be directed; And it is undoubtedly the dut) of the church.

to adhere to that form, and to those general rules which
Christhas established. It is surely to be supposed chat

the apostles would adhere strictly to the form winch
Christ had ordained, in the government of the churches

which they planted. Therefore in order to ascertain

what that form is, we must attend to what Christ Him-
self has stated.in his word; and to the account giveri U9

in the Acts of the apostles, and to the correct history of

the church in those times.

. IV. Froni the -statement given us by Matthew x& 20

—

28', and Mark x. 35—45, and Luke xxii. 24—27, we
find that James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, with

their, mother, aspired to the highest offices in the king-

dom of Christ; but their request was not granted. This

is indeed an early specimen of that domineering spirit

which has done so much injury to the church. The o-

ther ten disciples when they understood what the two
brothers had attempted to obtain, were filled with indig

nation against them, not being able to bear the thought
of any superior. Therefore an illnatured contention

took place among them, as to which should be the great

e,bf. Our blessed Lord, well knowing tjie natural tem-
per of man, and clearly foreseeing the dangerous conse-

quences of such a predominant disposition in. his church,

called the wrangling disciples unto him, and addressed

them to the following eifeci : The governors and princes

of the Gentile kingdoms have their particular policy in

the forms of government which they respectively exer-

cise over their subjects
;
you know that according to their

different forms,' emperors, kings, governors, senates, and
councils, exercise dominion respectively over the people.

But 1 forbid such a form of government to be exercised

in my chinch, " It shall not be so among you.
1

- And he

commanded them all, even to the very greatest, to be

servants to one another, which would bring them all to

a perfect equality. lie then proposed himself as a pat-

tern to them ; who, although he u as in reality the su

preme head of the church, yet he was the servant of all,

and for the church's sake was obedient even unto death

for his people. Therefore how iJiy does it become any
member of the church to assume a character superior to



die humble state of .U Jus Christ bis Lord and Mattel

when lie was on earth ?

We have it n "lute, xxiii. 1— 12, thai Ch
anotb'cr occasion, observed to his disciples, that the

scribes and Pharisees, who set in Moses
1

' scat, made broad

their phylacteries, and enlarged the borders of their gar-

ments ; loved the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and

at feasts, and to be saluted with high respect in public

places, and to be called, Rabbi, Rabbi. But he forbid

even the apostles themselves, who were the very highest,

order that ever Christ ordained inhischureh, to be called

Rabbi ; but even they, as well as all other orders, mtisl

not be called masters in point of superiority in the gov-

ernment of the church. The reason he gives is
ufm

one is your Master even Chris!:'" then he adds, u and all

ye are brethren.- He also forbid them to call any one

\ht\Yfather, because one was their Father who is in hea-

ven.

It must appear evident to every candid mind, tha£

Christ, in these passages, is speaking of the government

of his church, and that lie does forbid his churches to;

submit to any superior, and that be has ordained that ail

the senior members who have, a share in government.

shall be as brethren, on a perfect equality with each oth-

er, and that ho individual society shall call any man mas-

ter, or be amenable to any man or set of men on earth
;

but shall be governed by-their own body, on the proper

principles of an independent' form of government. Pas-

tors and teachers, kc. arc vested with their peculiar offi-

ces, as teachers, and bishops and as such arc superior to

the other members, and are to be reverenced, esteemed,

and obeyed ; but as ecclesiastical rwlcrs they must not be

masters and Lords over God's heritage, but considered

as brethren, and on a perfect equality with the other

presbyter*.

at is stated above, appears to be the natural mean-
ing of these passages of scripture, and when we com
pare these rule* either with St. Luke's history of the a-

postolic churches, or with the account of other histori-

ans, we arc still more firmly convinced that the indepen-

dent government is the proper form which Christ has au-

thorised in his word. This is a matter of great tni par

tance, and deserves senoiis attention.



V. Presbyters^ synods and general assemblies, ai

judical omposed of delegates I'roih different chur-

ches, contained in a districtof smaller or greater boii

aiui these judicatories have jurisdiction overall the chur-

ches within their respective districts. But as Dr. Mos
heim says, where can \vc find the least trace of such a

form ofgovernment among all the apostolic churches, ei

therm the Acts of the apostles, or on the records of
church history, until we go among the <

, tlie

middle of the second century ? As for diocesan I

and metropolitan prelates, neither the orders of Christ,

nor the example of the cJ - Under the direction of
the aspostles, nor even the history of the primitive

of the. church* give us any colour of authority for them.
The church of Scotland, on the noble principles es-

tablished by Calvin, in the church of Geneva, certainly

deserves great honor, for retrenching the arrogant claims
of bishops; and reducing the clergy to an equality with
the eldership, in point of government. When we con-
sider The church of Geneva, just emerging from the abyss
of popery we must acknowledge that she made a noble
stand, and went a great length in restoring the church to
her primitive liberty. Yet she will never regain her ori-

ginal simplicity and freedom, until she humbly sit at f!*e

feci of Jesus, and learn to call no man master on earth :

because one is her Master, even Christ.

>I®i4;|3!<

CHAPTER IK

THE DIFFERENT CLASSES OF MEMBERS OF
WHICH CHURCHES ARE COMPO

The church is composed of several classes of mem-
bers :

I. Bishops, who are also called pastors, ministers,
teachers, elders, kc, (Phil. i. 1. "bishops and deacon
Greek, bishops and ministers. Epb. iv. 11. 1 Tim. h.
6, Gal. vi. 6. 1 Tim. v. 17.) These ate the highest
orders in the church, not as governors, but as the amhas-



if,

-.adors of* Christ, who labor iti word ami doctrine)
ami as such they are to be respected and honored for

Christ sake, and highly esteemed for their works sake
2 Cor. v. 20. 1 Thess. v. J2, 13. Heb. 13. 7. 17. i

Tim. v. 17. Ps. cv. 15.

II. Presbyters, or elders. This class is composed of all

the male members, in full conimunion, who are twenty
one years old, and upwards, (except persons of colour.)

To this class, including pastors, and teachers, Sic. (Sect.

I.) belongs the government of the church ; that is to

say, excry individual church shall he governed by its own
Presbyters, and no other person whatever shall exercise
any authority, in, or over, any cliurch, but the elders
belonging thereunto. Matt, xxiii. 8—10. A.1I the elders

of an individual church shall profess equal authority in

government, and no one shall be superior or inferior to
another, for as Christ has. determined, " they are alt

brethren" This class constitutes the presbytery of the

church, or congregation, which is all the kind of Presbyr
trries we read of in the New Testament. They are the
Presbuteroi, (Greek,) or the Presbyters or ciders, who
shall have full powT er, and the sole power of governing
the church of which they are members;
|1I. Juniors and non-conimunicants. Juniors are properlv

those who a,re in full communion, but are not twenty
one years old ; such are in full fellowship in the elm rch*

as brethren in the Lord ; but because they are not of age.
they arc not to be admitted to bear rule as members of
the judicatories of the church. 1 Tim. v. 1. 1 Pet.

v. &
Non-communicants may be either juniors or seniors

in age ; but even those who are of full age, are not per-
mitted to rule in the church, because they are not in full

membership. Yet the church must consider them, whe-
ther older or younger, as under her care for the benefit
of their souls, hoping that God may in due time dispose
them to profess religion, and become full members, en-
titled to all the privileges of God's people.

IV, Females. In this class some are in full communion,
and some are not ; also, some are seniors and some are
juniors in age. They are however to be respected ac-
cording to their standing in the church, as beloved mo
hers or sisters, and treated with due tenderness and be-



aevolence. 1 Tim. v. 2. I3nt fcuialos ire «
|

milled

to .'hare1 in the I uc r-i i f the - hu •':, neither arc

they permitted to preach, exhort or pray, as leaders in

tli." public worship of ( Hie apostle i'aul determi-

ned that iid nol toomcti, should perform prayer on

all occ sir/;?.- in public worship
; \m(\ th u omen should

be in subjection^ Neither ctyd he suffer them to teacli,

speak, or psurp authority, but Commanded them to be si;

lent in the church ; and hr counted it a shame for a wo-
man io speak, and dangerous for them to lead in public

worship. 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35. 1 Tim. ii. 8— 15.

V. Children. This class of members is a very impor-

tant branch of the church of Christ. God ah\ ays took

the little eh iletren of believers into his covenant, and ac-

knowledged them to be members of his church, or visi-

ble kingdom on earth; Gen. vi. 18, and ix. 9, and xvji.

7—14, 23—-27, and xxi. 4. Mzek. xvi. 20, 21. Matt xiv.

14. Acts ii. 39.

We obtain an interest in the covenant of grace, and
are constituted real members of the church by faith in

Christ. God has ordained that the children of believers

should be interested in the covenant through the faith of

the parent, and hence it is that believers' children arc

counted members of the churn, and have a right to bap-
tism. 1 Cojvvii. 1<|. Acts. ii. 38, 89.

On this principle it was that Peter, on the day of pen -

tecost, when the first Christian church was formed, de-

clared to the three thousand who were enquiring wha:
they should do, that on condition'they would repent, that

is, believe, they should be baptised in the name of Jesus

Christ. Their repentance (which is the same as faith,)

gave them a right to church-membership, which was sig-

nified by baptism ; because faith in Christ interested

them in the covenant of grace, on which the church is

founded. He also declared, that, on this condition, the

promise of the covenant was both to them and their chil-

dren, as it was in the case of Abraham and his seed, and
gave both them and their children a right to membership
in the church, and of course a right to baptism, which
was the token of that membership, as Abraham's faith

gave him and his house a right to circumcision ; the co-

venant including even his young son Isaac at eight days
sdd, Acts ii. 37—39. Ho also declared that this privilege



tvas not confinecbto Jewish believers, but that all

Gentiles, who wen: afar off, yj homsoever God would ef-

fectually rail, should enjoy rhe same, both themselves and
their children.

On this plan, the blessing of Abraham was promised
to come upon the Gentries by families. Gen. \ii. 3.

xxxi,, !. On this plan, Christ commanded his disciples,

when lie sent them out to preach, to proclaim peace (o

£\vyy house or family, and said, that if the son of p
were there, their peace, that is, (lie blessings of the gos-

pel should rest upon that house; but if not, their peace
should return to them again*.- Matt', x. 12, 13. Luke x.

5, 6,

On tin's plan, God claimed the little children of Israel

as his own. Ezek. xyi. 20, 21. On this plan, St. John
said, the nobleman and his whole house believed ; John
iv. 53. and Christ said that salvation was come to the

house of Zaceheus, because he was a son of Abraham,
to wit, a believer. Luke xix. -9. On this plan, the apos-

tle Paul said, ihe children cyen of one believing parent

were holy. 1 (or. vii. 1 \. On this plan, he baptised Ly-
dia and her household, Acts xvi. 15: and ihc jailor and
his household, Acts xvi. 33 ; and the jailor rejoiced over

his household, he believing in God. Acts xvi. 34. Creek.

On this plan, i'aui also baptised the household of Ste-

phanas. 1 Cor. i. 10. Lastly, On this plan, Christ suf-

fered little children, to wit, little circumcised children, to

come to him, and pronounced that they belonged to the

Jongdom of heaven, to wit, his church. Matt. xix. 14.

Thus it is evident that the faith of the parent or pa-

rents, is, according to the plan of the covenant of grace.

placed to the account of the children, as well as to the

parent him or herself, and gives the children a right to

'membership in the church, and consequently to baptism,

so that every believer's child is born a member of the

church and has a right to be acknowledged by baptism

;

and therefore they are a very important part of the church,

of Christ.

VI. Africans, or people, of color. We believe and arc

satisfied that a number of black people are truly religious.

Those who are baptised are acknowledged to be mem-
bers of the church. As fellow Christians, they arc to be

respected and treated as brethren in the Lord. Some of
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God, hi his Wise providence, has placed mankind

in different spheres oi' life, and some arc subordinate to.

: dependent on and he, in his- word, has di-

ed all to fulfil their respective duties according to the

in which they "are placed. Inasmuch, therefore,

as our black people occupy a humble station among it's,

ording to the scale of divine providence, it appears

most prudent and most conducive to the welfare and re-

spectability of the church, at least ill present circum-

stances, that they he -placed in the class of juniors in the

ehureh : and that they be not permitted to have any

ire iu governing the church as presbyters, nor admit-

as competent witnesses (or or against any, except

>sc of their own color. They are therefore to reinem-

the apostle's directions in 1 Cor. vii. 20—24, " Let

ry'man abide in thfc calling wherein he is called. Arf
thou called, being a servant ? care not for it. And let ev-

man wherein he is called, therein abide with God.' 7

l®M>i*K

CHAPTER HI.

OF Till: PRESBYTERY OF THE CHURl H.

i. The presbytery of the church, or congregation, shali

he composed of the male communicants who' are twen-

ty-one years old, or upwards, belonging to the society

! of none others. No person shall act judicially in any

indicatory bi.it in that to which he belongs, as that would



be, in its d - subjection to foreign authority; How
ever, members of other churches may be permitted to

-!! as corresponding friends, and consult, argue and give

- hat light and assistance tliey can ; bm they may nor

Vole in the decision of any case whatever. 1 Tim. ii.

J5. Matt. wiii. 8—11.

II. The presbytery shall choose a moderator and clerk,

who shall continue for one year in tHeir respective omees,'

and until others are chosen, and the same persons may
be always eligible during good behaviour.

The moderator shall keep good order, and shall decide

ill points of order, although his decision shall be subject

to an appeal to the house. It. shall be the province of

the moderator to propose business to the house, and to

determine the order in which business shall be conduc-

ted, to putith'e question, and to give the casting vote,

The moderator shall not argue a case but by the permis-

sion of the house ; tie must leave the chair, and by the

consent of the house, some other member must take it/

before he shall speak on any case. He must make all

necessary proclamations, administer censures, and he, or

the clerk, shall issue citations, and in all cases he shall

art as the executive officer of the presbytery.

The clerk shall keep a regular and accurate record of

all the materia! transactions of the judicatory ;
which

record shall be subject to the inspection of the houso.

The signature of the moderator, or the clerk, or both,

shall be deemed authentic, and both the moderator and

clerk shall affix their signatures to the transactions of ev-

ery session of presbytery, and to all certificates, dismis-

sions, commissions and reports in which the presbytery

is concerned. It shall also be the business of the clerk

to take down minutes of the meetings, adjournments,

and of all the material transactions of the presbytery, and

enter them on his record, and also to furnish the pres-

bytery and himself with proper and sufficient stationary

for this business ; for which he shall be entitled to a de-

mand on the presbytery, at least for all disbursements

for this purpose.

111. The presbytery shall have authority to administer

all necessary oaths to winesses m ecclesiastical trials

which may come before them ; which oaths shall be ad-

ministered hv the moderator ni< Herk. And w hen the



presbytery shall appoint any committee, either ol euqui-

ry, or any other special business which tin

tim( ii committee shall also have authority to ad-

minisi \r such oaths as may be necessan in fulfilling such

special appointments 2 Cor. xiii. I. Heb. vi. 16'.

IV. Any person, whether a member of the prcsbytfcry

then in session, or of any other presbytery, may* by the

request or permission of the hour, o« cup) th< chair and

officiate in all things merely ministerial. But he shall

not vote, nor add his signature to any i act, nor act

In any manner judicially, and whiles he occupies the

chair, the official moderator shall take his seat in the-

se and act as a common member until he resumes t!

chair.

\ . Although two or three, met together iii the nam 1

of Jesus, v\ nether seniors or juniors, male or female.

may form a religious society, Which will be blessed with

the presence of Christ, and may be called a church; yet

no church can be organized and vested with full eccle-

siastical powers unless she has at least three male mem
bers in full 'communion, twenty-one years old or upward:

because, it would be contrary to the general dictates both

of scripture and reason, for a presbytery to be constitu-

ted of fewer than three presbyters. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. There-

fore, the quorum of a presbytery shall not be less than

fhree ; and any three members of a presbytery whose

number is less than nine, shall be a quorum. If the pres-

bytery consist of nine members or upward, the quorum
shall be one third of the number.

VI. The presbytery shall have both original and i'mal

jurisdiction in all cases whatever ; and from their judg-

ment there shall be no appeal. However the presbytery

ill have power to try a case, dr. novo, on the probable

presumption of new light. They may also reconsider

the ease, and rescind their judgment
;
provided two-

thirds of the members agree to it, and a majority of the

members be present, who first gave judgment on the

ease which is proposed to be reconsidered.

VII. When, the presbytery meet to do any business of

importance, such as to try any litigated case ; to examine

candidates ; to license or ordain any one to the ministry;

&c it will be proper for them to constitute and dissolve

or adjourn their meetings by prayer. The moderator,

5



with the consent of any three members, shall have pow-

er to call a meeting of the presbyter) ;
and when imy

three members request him to call a meeting, he shall do

if. When the presbytery stands adjourned to any
(

arti

euhir time or place, the members must meet accordingly.

Buf when a meeting is called, it must be publicly done,

so f hat the members may have an opportunity of know-
ing she appointment; and it shall be the duty of every

nber to attend punctually on all occasions!* unless

there are good reasons for their absence.

VH1. if atiy eongre '
i think proper to have a

sion, Oi- a cd >n of presbytery 1

, to transact their
'

hey may conduct •: he government of their church

on such a plan" according to the rules they may see (it

to make and adopt; provided those rules be not rep

i; to the general laws of the Independent Presbyte-

rian Church, Yet we do conceive that it is more consis-

tent with the apostolic form, in which the primitive

churches were governed, for the presbytery to con-

duct the business of the church without a session. And

in that case, We advise that the presbytery nominate some

of their senior and respectable members to assist in the

distribution of the clement, on communion occasions; .

and to attend to such services of this kind as may be ne-

cessary, that every thing may be conducted decently and

distraction or disorder.

]\. The presbytery shall have discretionary power to

:,.> act as a court of equity, when they judge it ex-

pedient, and when the contending parties are agreed to

such a mode of accommodation ; thus they may settle

many disputes in the congregation, without being tied

down to the strict rules of a formal process. This may

happily prevent many tedious and illnatured prosecutions,

and settle matters more amicably and more to the honor

of religion* and the edification of the church, than to be

driven to the necessity of entering into a formal trial on

the strict principles of law.. It is well known that a le-

gal decision, let it be ever so just, scarcely ever recon-

cile ^tending parties : one or the other is sure to

be rj not only with his opponent, but also with

tic iu'dii which is often a very unhappy circum-

stance, the presbytery would do well to dis-

courage litigation as much as* possible, and endeavour to



reconcile differences in a friendly way, orbing tl

ty to a voluntary ackn >wl it. I Cor. vi. 7, 8.

X. A;iv of ili'* (»•• of the church may assist in

serving the table , as to distributing the elements and such

like, or Mt'ey may invite any of the presbyters of a

other churqh to assist thenr W ! iu'is commonly called

tables is merely a mini stc rial thing, and &\

presbyter, or elder, in the church may decently and-|

perly perform this service- at t\y table of the iJord. '

Cor. xiv. in

t«!4>';C
,.<=—

Cfl VPTER iv

FORM OF PROCESS.

I. All prosecutions or eudictments shall be reduced to

writing, and no process shall be instituted on a verbal

charge. The crime must be particularly specified, and

the time and place when and where it was committed,

as near as possible. The charge must be dated and sign-

ed by the prosecutor, and the names of the witnesses, to*

establish the allegation, must also be added.

II. No accusation shall be admitted, unless there be

grounds to believe that the charge can probably be sup-

ported ; and unless the matter of the charge be of such

importance as to require the notice of the church. The

judicatories shall be careful to discountenance, and as •

much as possible to suppress, all frivolous and malicious

prosecutions; they are to study (he edification and ho-

nor of the church of Christ, and uot the gratification of

malicious prosecutors. Acts wiii. 29, and wiii: 1 i— 17,

and xix. 36—10. 2 Tim. ii. 14 1 Tim. v. ID.

III. A Tier a charge is admitted, if the parties are rea-

dy and willing to go into trial, the judicatory may im-

mediately proceed to the investigation of the case : but

if either of the parties are unwilling, or uot ready, it

shall be put otX at least till the tenth day after the charge

has been entered : and a!' uec.essrfrj i for witnes-

ses, kc. snail be issued > the motiftrator or clerk, iuxlue



c»o,
•

time before the next, meeting. If the plaintiff, or dv,i

dan!, or any of the witnesses be present, the modi

cite them from the chair, but this verbal citation

must be noted in the minutes ; and the defendant shall

furnished with a copy of the charge.

IV. When the tria*! conies on, the moderator or clerk

shall first read the charge to the defendant, and shall put

the question to him, " Guilty, or riot guilty?" If he ac-

knowledge guilt, the trial of course is ended, and the ju-

dicatory shall pass sentence according to the nature of

the crime. But if he shall say, " not guilty," or if he

does nofacknowledge guilt, they must proceed to the in-

vestigation of the case. When a defendant says, he is

not git illy, it is not to be understood that lie affirms his

innocence, but only that he refuses to acknowledge his

guilt, and that he puts his cause to issue; it is a law-

phrase, and if he should be convicted, or even on con
viction acknowledge his guilt, yet he shall not be charg-

ed with falsehood, because he legally tells the truth, for

no man is legally gui'ty, until he is legally convicted. and

his denial of guilt is only a legal demand for a trial

John sviii. 19—23. Acts xxv. 8—11.
v. The prosecutor, or the Moderator for him, may

state, or explain the case to the court, if it needs explan-

ation ; then the witnesses shall be sworn. The oath ad-

ministered to the witnesses shall be to the following ef-

fect, viz :
" Do you solemnly swear, and appeal to Cod,

thai the evidence which you shall give to the Presbytery,

on the case now before them, shall be the truth, the whole

truth, ai>d nothing but the truth, so help you God." In

the examination of the witnesses any member of theju-

cUcatoVy, and the prosecutor and defendant shall have

aright to put what questions to the witnesses they think

proper, provided that no question be put, nor anything
allowed t-o be stated by the witnesses, but what is rela-

tive to the case in hands ; and no hear-say evidence shall

be admitted.

Yi. After the evidence has been heard, the parties may
plead their cause, the prosecutor first, and the defendant

next, andcach shall be allowed a reply. After the plead-

ings are over, and the judicatory shall be aloi>e, to argue
the case among themselves, and to make up theirjudg-

ment-
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VlL The decision, orjudgment of the judicatory must

alw t/ii what }s ei called, late

evidence. No member shall give hh opinion, as a

judge, from any knowledge that he ha? of the case, as o

private man* This knowledge as a man, let it he ever

so correct, and even founded on what he, in a prh

icity, has actually seen and heard, shall dot swaj his

tit, Because this would be com ran to the prin-

v and equity. If any member of the judica-

tory knows any thing relevant to I he may come
forward and be sworn, and bear testimony of what he

knows upon oath, in open court. This would give an

opportunity for cross examination, and for pleading on

his evidence ; and no judgment founded on private

knowledge can be y.\<t. according to the rules which God
has ordained in his church, for he hath decreed, (Heb.

vi. 13. 16, compared with % Gor. xiii. 1, and Matt, xviii.

16,) that (in oat/i of confirmation shall be the end of all

strife, and that every word, or every tiling, (pxfia.) sliall

be established by the mouth of two or three witnesses.

VI 11. If the evidence brought forward on the case does

not support the charge, the defendant shall be acquitted,

and the accuser may be liable to censure, lfit appears

on the trial, that he has acted from pure and upright mo-
tives, and that he did not intend to wrong his brother,

or slander his character, but that he was mistaken in the

grouu s of his accusation, or deceived as to the strength

of the evidence which he expected to bring forward ; in

short, if it appears he was candid, honest, and \\ ell mean-
ing in instituting the process, the judicatory must judge
favourably of his conduct, and only give him a friendly

caution to be more careful and tender of the feelings and
reputation of his brethren for the future.

But if, on the investigation, it appears that the charge

was frivolous, and too groundless, and especially if there

appears a tincture of malice, ill will, or malevolence, in

the affair, the prosecutor shall be censured as highly as

the judicatory may think expedient, for rash and unten-

der conduct, in bringing forward a slanderous accusa-

tion against a brother, which he was not able to support.

1 Pet. iii. 16. 1 Cor. viii. 12.

IX" If the charge be supported, and the defendant

round guilty, he must be censured according to the na-



(Cure find aggravation ol' his crime, and must bc'hcld un-
der c< nsure until he confess his fault, and the judicatory
be satisfied as to die sincerity of bis repentance. 1 Cor.
*-• 11—13, and 1 Tim. v. 20,

CHAPTER V;

ECCLESIASTICAL RULES.

I. In all private or personal cases; where individual

members are especially concerned, and the offence is not
principally against the church, the steps must be taken
which Christ has prescribed in Matt, xviii. 15— 17, com-
pared with chap. v. 23, 24. For instance, if A offend

B, by ppprobious language, such as calling him " raea,*'

(thou worthless, empty fellow,) or, " thou fool,'' (thou

graceless, blinded, villain,) or by actions, or conduct,

such as abusing, reproaching, overreaching, defrauding

him, See. These and such like offences being private,

that is committed not against the public, but against a

private individual, are to be privately settled if possible.

IB, who is offended, must therefore go to A, and try to

convince him of his fault, and be reconciled to him.

—

But B, himself, must show a friendly disposition, and
not be over rigorous with A. If lie fail of obtaining his

end, he must take with him one or two otheis, not only

to assist in bringing about a reconciliation, but also to be

witnesses in the case, as to what may take place on the

.occasion. And if they fail of effecting a friendly accom-

modation, he must then bring his complaint to the church,

in an orderly manner according to* the rules of discip-

line.

On the other hand, A, when he brings his gift jo the

altar, that is, intends to sit in communion at the table of

'the Lord, which requires him to be in friendship with

his brethren; if he knows that B, who is one of his breth-

ren ha§ ought against him, that is, if he knows th; he

lias injured B, and given him just reason ro b

with him, A must, himself, go to B, and confess his fault;
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Mtifj be reconciled to him, Befoi fer Kia J

persona ord-

CtlOUS, '

go I ho is justly offended, 4o be rccoiic'ifed, and B,

would go to A, who has n ; ;i a re-

conciliation ; . no doubt ' itlon

would I
to con

with this rule, and will not make friends, must be re-

ported (o the church, ,. it-alt with n

1 1. J5m the case is fferent v

of a public nature, such as the worship '' images;, pro-

faning tlie name of God, or tin in-

toxication or adultery, &tc> : such crimes j of-

fensive! to the whole church, and no one member lias any

more to do with it than another. Therefore, our Sa-

viour's rule is not intended to apply in such cases ; but

the apostles rule must be applied, 1 Tim. v. 20; -'Them
who sin," that is, them who sin agiinst all, and not

against a private individual, " rebuke," that is, " convict

before all. that others also mav fear.'' Compare Gal. ii.

14, and 1 Cor. v. 3—5, 12, 13, and 2 Thess. iii. 6, 14.

111. Every person is to be considered innocent until lie

is legally convicted ; and no person shall be censured un-

til he is found guilty, either by his own confession, or by

a due course of law.' John viii. 10, 11. and xviii. 23.

xxii. 25, and xvi. 37. and xxiv. 13. 19.

IV. in cases where guilt is pretty evident, and public-

ly known, or suspected, and the church has not had time
i convenient opportunity to try the case by a regular

process, they may, on principles of prudence, advise or

request a member to stay back from the Lord's table, un-
til his ease is determined by the judicatory ;

but he must
not be censurexl until he lias had a fair trial. I>Tj.tt. v. 23.

Rom. xiv. IV. 1 Cor. vi. 12.

V. All trials by a course of law must be open, and
public, ami conducted on ^he fair and correct princi

of discipline. 1 Tim. v. 20. Matt, xviii. 17.

VI. No criminal fact shall be established by a solitary

wife

This is a law founded on divine authority,.and o

to be conscientiously attended to in criminal cases, not

only by judicatories, on public trials, but also by ne

rhoods, relative to idle tales, and scandalous stories..
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vVheri a man of good standing, and of unquestionable vc
racily, gives in Ids testimony upon oath, it.seems if be
ought to be believed ; and even when he tells a ba« -lory

on his neighbor, we are apt to give him credit: am! so

\ve take up an ill report, on the credit of a single wit-

ness, contrary to the, express command of God ; and thus

there is much harm done in the church.

God knows the deceit, and the hidden evils of the

human heart, and is aware " that all men are liars."' i &
cxvi. li. Rom. iii. 4. Ps. lxii. 9. And lie knew how
hazardous it would be to trust the decisions of his chinch
to the credit of a single witness, and therefore iuj has

expressly prohibited it. In the Jewish church he en-

joined that " one witness shall not rise up against a man,
for any iniquity., or for any sin, in any sin that be ein-

eth : At the mouth of two wil or at th th of

three w shall fhe riiatter he established/ 5 Deul.

xix. 15, compared with chap. xvii. G, and Nurri. xxxv.

SO. 1 Kings xxi. 9—14, and Matt. xxvi. 59—(51. Mark
xiv. 56. This law was also established in the Christian

church, by Christ and his apostles. The law, as it is

stated in the New Testament, is, " In the mouth of two
or three witnesses shall every thing be established. "

—

(Greek.) Matt, xviii. 16. 2 Cor. xiii. 1, compared with

1 Tim. 5. 19, and John viii. 17, 18, and chap. v. 3l>

32. Heb. x. 23. ReV. xi. 3.

There are some crimes of a more hidden nature than

others, and are usually committed in a secret manner :

yet God has made no exceptions, and requires two wit-

nesses in the case ofany siii that is sinned. Yet it appears

necessary in cases where two witnesses can hardly be

expected, that circumstances accompanying the case it-

self, if they infer a strong presumption, and do go to

strengthen the testimony of one positive witness, ofgood

credit, that such a circumstance, or circumstances may
be admitted as a second witness. 1 Kings xxi. 16—28.

VII. Doubtful cases ought always to be determined on
the charitable side, " for many rejoiceth against judg-

ment." James ii. 13.

VIII. When a church is apprised, by common > eport,

of any scandal alledged against any of her memfyers; <uid

if, upon prudent enquiry, they fir. grounds to sus-

pect that the report can be established, by sufficient tes-
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fSmony, theju lieat iry- may institute a or.;;: nstthe

supposed oil prose-

cute it accoi > order. I Cpr. »i. 7.

IX. No charge shall be admfyted for any crime -ti})j>o-

Ne.l to be committed twelve months before san! charge

is exhibited ; becfijuse it argued too greal a degree of

spite and ambition, to (ill up crimes to public view, alter

being suifeited to tie so long concealed : ami plainly shows

that -licit prosecutors are influenced more by a oJsposiJ

tioii to gratify an evil temper, than to reclaim file offen-

der, or promote the purity of the church; and the honor

of religion. Mitt, xviii. 15— 17.

\. No person shall be convicted, or censured, ip so

fado\ but everyone shall be entitled to a fair open trial

according to law, by a regular prod - fore he is con-

demned ; except for indecent or & haviour

toward the judicatory when siitir - to

obey the citations of the churchy for no person can have

a fair trial if he will not attend. John xviii. 2-3. Acts

xxiii. 23.

XI. If any person sit one citation, he shall be cited

again. I fhe obey the second citation, and give good
reasons for his absence, he shall be acquitted of contu-

macy, but jjf thejudicatory" dp not sustain his reasons, he

shall be rebtlked for his disobedience to the authority of

the church. If he sit the second citation, he shall be ci-

ted a third time ; but if he sit the third citation without

sending up his reasons, he shall, ip sofacto, be suspended
from the communion and cited a fourth time. And if he

still refuse to obey without sending up good reasons for

non-appearance, the judicatory shall pronounce tin sen-

tence of excommunication upon him, for his contuma?
seous disrespect to the authority of the church of phrist

;

which sentence must be publicly executed by the au-

thority of the presbytery in the face of the congregation

except repentance prevent. For no one shall beacknpwlr
edged a member of the church, who will not submit to

her government. Heb. xiii. 17.

XII. The censures which the judicatories of the church
shall inflict upon offending members, shall consist of ad-

monitions, rebuke, suspension from the Lord's table, and
excommunication from church membership. Aud these

'

or either of them, shall be inflicted according as the na-

6
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Jure, or aggravations of the crime, or crimes may }. -»

2 Tim. iv. 2. Titus i. 13, and ii. 15. i Cor. v. 4, o.

Xffi. Excommunication is the highest clegree of church
censure. This high censure must never be inflicted, hut,

in case of obstinate heresy, which is apostacy from the
faith ; or in case of obstinate contumacy, which is con-
tempt of authority, or in case of habitual rebellion against
the moral laws of God without repentance. Titus iii. 10".

II. 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. Matt; xte. 17. 1 Tim. i. 20.

XIV. The sentence of excommunication shall b,

ecuted in the following manner :

On a day of public worship, or at least when the church
is assembled together, the moderator of the presbytery,
or some one officiating in his place, shall publicly pro-
nounce the following words, or to the same effect j

" A. B. in the issue of a regular course of trials, has
been convicted, of (here mention the crime,) and as he
still remains incorrigible notwithstanding all our at-

tempts to bring him to repentance, the sentence of ex-

communication is pronounced upon him, and is now to

be inflicted. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
in the presence of this church now assembled together,

we do excommunicate the same A. B. and exclude him
from the society of the Faithful, and deliver him up to

Satan, for the destruction of the flesh, and that his spirit

m:r. be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus; and may
God bless the discipline of the church to him, and to us

all. Amen." 1 Cor. v. 4, 5, 13. Matt, xviii. 17, 13.

1 Tim. i. 19, 20.

XV. If an excommunicated person become penitent,

his acknowledgment must be received publicly iu the

congregation, and he must be restored to the fellowship

ofthe church. 2 Cor. ii. 6—8.

XV K No member who is under censure, lower than

that of excommunication, shall be required to stand be-

fore the congregation, and give public satisfaction.—

That custom is too severe and inhuman, and savors too

Biuch of popish penance, and is contrary to the mild dic-

tates of the gospel. It shall be sufficient for the peni-

tent to confess his fault before the judicatory where he

has been convicted. However, the judicatory may, in

somt cases, judge it prudent to publish theirjudgment,

gnd the criminals confession, to the congregation, when
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u will i>e 10 the respectability ofthe church, and the hou

or ofreligicfli. Birt can 1 must bje taken not to publish

the faults of Christians unnecessarily, as it may tend to

honor religion, harden the wicked, and to grieve the

people of God. Luke xvii. .'», 4, compared with Matt.

xviii, 21, 22.

XVII. Any person under censure shall be forgiven

and restored, whenever the judicatory are satisfied as to

the sincerity of his repentance. Luke xvii. 3, 4. Matt,

xviii. 21, 22.

XVI Ii. A believer's child, derives its right to baptism

through the faith of its parent ; and as the right of the

child is not through the parent's holiness, but through

his faith, the occasional imperfections of the parent can-

not affect the right of the child ; while the parent's faith

stands good, the right of the child must stand good also.

Therefore, when the parent is under censure for his oc-

isional faults, that censure is not to be extended so far

as to affect the right of the child. When the crime of a

parent is so great, that it merits a higher degree of chas-

tisement than an admonition or a rebuke, we apply sus-

pension from communion as a higher degree of correc-

tion ; but this suspension, as it applies to the parent, on-
ly affects his right to the Lord's table. (Matt. v. 23, 24.)

But if "We apply the suspension to the baptism of the

child, the force of the censure fails upon the innocent
infant, which has to lose its right, through the parent's

fault. This would be cruel and unjust, because the fault

of the parent does not affect the right of the child.

—

Therefore while: ever the parent is acknowledged to be
a believer, let him be ever so imperfect, and liable to

correction, his child's right to baptism must be good,
through his faith, and it must not be deprived of its just

claim, even if its parent, through his imperfections,

should become liable to the censure of the church. Acts
xvi. 31, 33. 1 Cor. vii. 14. Acts ii. 39.

XIX. It is recommended to churches who have vacant

sabbaths, especially those who have members qualified to

lead in social worship, to meet together on those vacant

days at their respective meeting-houses, or at any other

place they may think convenient, and engage in ivligious

exercises; such as singing hymns, praying, i or

exortation. God ha* owned and granted his blessing t*
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i'eljgious societies ; and his blessing is not confined to

the labors of ministers : but lie has promised thai win

ever, a few are met together in his name, Be willgii

them bis spiritual presence. This is indeed great en -

couragenienfc Pious, honest farmers, mechanics, and

flay labourers ought to consider that our pray

heard, not for pur much or line speaking, but. for (

sake. An honest prayer put up in the name of Ghri

in the plain simple language of a sincere heart, is more
acceptable to God, and more edifying to the church, than

the dress of eloquence, and flow of language, where, the

heart is wanting, Matt. vi. 7, 8. Probably the bj

to'ie ad no silent: sabbaths. It i : of too

great hike-warmness for churches to spend the sabbath

at honi$ wlvan they might assemble together, and tmittj

in the profitable and delightful- work of public prayer

cud praise, Cod loves the gates of Zion more than all

the dwellings of Jacob, Ps. Ixxxvii. 2 Heb. x. 24, 25.

vX. it is also rece. amended to the churches, to take

notice of such of their members as possess good talent?,

piety, and aplnfcss to teach, who appear to be qualified to

lead in social worship; and that they encourage them,

on proper occasions, to engage in the business of public

prayer and exhortation. And those who arc thus quail

fieri, should be conscientious and cheerful in serving the

church on all proper occasions, when the church needs

their assistance. The apostolic churches had teachers,,

and extiorters among them, as well as ministers and pasr

tors. Rom. xii. 6— 8. Heb. x. 2i, 25. Acts xiii. 15.

XXI. It is likewise highly recommended that al! the

numbers of the church, with their families, their child-

ren and servants, duly attend the public worship of God,

when they have preaching either statedly or occasional-

ly. It is the apostles command to the church. (Heb. x.

2'-. 2").) tL Let us—not forsake the assembling of our-

selves together, as the manner of some is." It is to be

suspect-, i, that those who forsake the assemblies of the

saints ar?d neglect the house of God, are destitute of a.

genuine taste for religion, it is pitiable to hear the tri-

fling ( s ••< which tod many make for not attending the

pr of the wo';.!. Jtie gospel was dearly bought,

and is freely o '< requires hard labor to preach

it faithfully ; but it is the language clearly expressed by
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(m conduct of those who habitually desert, the bouse oi

God, tliat the gospel is not worth the' price that Christ

gave for it, aild not worth the labor of preaching it, and
that the benefits of it are not worth receiving- It is rea-

dily granted that many attend duly at the house of God
who are dBStit ire of true religioij hut that a pious, good
man wil! habitually desert the temple of the Lord, is not
:o easily admitted, $ee Ps. xxvii. 4, and Ixxxiy; 1— 10:

dnd exxii. i— 9,

>l6f$[®l

CHAPTER VI,

THE COMPETENCY OF JUDGES AND
WITNESSES.

I. Every member of the presbytery»shall be a compe*
tetent judge, except SUch as are interested, or have pre-
judged the case. Also any person who is disinterested,

or has not prejudged the case, and has not shown spite,

nor uttered tin rats, &c. shall be a competent witness,
except as follows

:

II. A husband cannot be a competent judge, nor wit-
ness rhe case of his wife ; nor can a wife be a witness
either for or against her husband.

Hi. A father cannot be a judge in the case of his child;
nor a son in the case of his parents.

IV. Insane persons are not competent.
V. Young children are incompetent to be witnesses

until they are capable of understanding the nature of an
oath, and are of such maturity and strength of mind as
t,o entitle them to credit.

VI. If either of the parties in a case on trial suspect
a witness to be partial, or interested, he may have him
sworn to the following effect :

" Do vow solemnly swear,
that you will well and truly answer the questions which
will be put. to you, relative to your competency as a wit-
ness in the present case, to the best ot your knowledge.
-So help you God." When the witness has answered The
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questions put to him, the judicatory shall judge as to In-

competency.
VII. A person's acknowledgement before the judica-

tory shafl he sufficient evidence against him
; provided

it be fpep, and not cjetorted by threats, or not drawn out

of him by allurements or persuasion. Luke xix. 22—24.

But no person shall be required to criminate himself,

John xviii. 20,21; nor /shall any one be permitted to

purge himself from guilt by his own oath, as that would
be too great a temptation and would! give too great an
occasion for false swearing, and such an oath would be

too liable to suspicion to be believed in a court ofjustice.

M«»t®l<

CHAPTER VII.

PROCESS AGAINST A MINISTER. AL$6 A
BRIEF VIEW OF SOME NON-ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES.

I. Nothing is of greater importance to the church than

truth, John xviii. 37, and yiii. 32 ; and nothing has done
more injury than error. 2 Tim. ii. 16—13, and iii. 5

—

3, and 1 Tim. vi. 20, 21. Truth is the panoply of the

church.; error is the strong hold of Satan. The church

with an orthodox ministry is the pillar and ground of the

truth, 1 Tim. iii. 25
;
false teachers are the engines of St-

rait's kingdom, by which he assails and endeavours to

destroy the kingdom of Christ. Gal. i. 6, 7. Matt. vii. 15.

2 Pet. ii. 1—3. 1 Tim. iv. 1

—

S. Therefore, every pas-

tor is to watch over his congregation, and feed his flock

with the true bread which came down from heaven, and
liis life and conversation must be according to Godliness.

2 Pet. v. 1

—

I. And the presbytery of the congregation

shall also watch over the pastor of the church, both as

to his doctrine and his moral conduct. 1 John iv. 1—6.

2 John x. 11.

H. If a minister preach heretical doctrines, that is, doc-

trines which strike at the vitals of religion, and contra-

dict the radical doctrines of the gospel, and those point?



cii ur« ess ritially connected wfth them, Q<

In Chapter 111, th presbyter} to win. rail

enter a charge against him for pre
;

forth,

or propagating 'Heresy. Titus iii. 10, 11.

ill. lii&is charge rne .particular doctrine or ,:
jjortrim -

deemed tie/etical, shall be stated, and the time and place;

when and where preached or propagated, or held forth*

either publicly or in conversation ; which ch hall

be signer? by the prosecutor, or entered in the name of

the chureli; with the date and witnesses to support it.

And the process shall be conducted according to the. com-

mon form, as directed in Chapter IV.

IV. In a process against a minister for heresy, two

things are to be suportcd. First, It must be established

either by the defendant's acknowledgement^ or by two

or three competent witnesses, that the defendant has

preached or held forth in substance the doctrine or doc-

trines stated in the charge, if this be not acknowledged
nor proved, the prosecution fails of course, and the de-

fendant shall be acquitted. But if this be established,

then, Secondly, The doctrine or doctrines must be pro-

red to be heresy- On the trial of this point, the word of
'rod must be relied on as the only rule or standard by
which to determine whether the doctrine be true or false,

or whether it be heresy or not, Isai viii. 20. If it appears

from the analogy of the scriptures, that the doctrines

stated in the charge strike at the vitals of religion, or

contradict the radical doctrines of the gospel, they shall

<>e deemed heresy, and the defendant shojj be found guil-

. y; otherwise he shall be acquitted. Gal. i. 8, 9.

V; When a minister is found guilty of heresy^ he shall

be immediately suspended from tin; exercise of his office

and from rhe Lord's tabic, except an immediate recan-

tation of his errors, and a sincere awowal ot' the truth,

prevent. Titus iii. 10.

VI. When a minister U suspended, th-4 presbytery shall

Teat him tenderly, and hold frequent conferences with
him as •! brother, either by appointing judicious, prudent
sensible men to converse with him, or by any other plan

'.hey may think most expedient, in order, if possible, to

convince him of his error, and bring him back to the ac-

knowledgement of the truth, and to the abandonment of
his heretical sentiments. And if he become sensible of
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iiis error, confess his fault to the presbytery* ,.
I

his prornisc to adhere firmly to thi locirines pi the
gospel ; the presbytery shall restore him to t seise

of his oiliee, and to the communion of the church.
Thes. iii. 14, 15. Luke xvii. 3. 4. 2 Tim. ii.

VII. But if he prove obstinate and ineo .and
there appear no hopes of his being reclaimed, lie shall

be deposed from his office, and his congregation declar-
ed vacant. , Gal. v. 12. Nevertheless if he afterw ards re-

turn and repent, and the presbytery be satisfied as to his

reformation, they shall restore him to the communion of
the church, and if they judge it prudent rind safe they
may also restore him to his office. But they shall be at

liberty either to retain him as their pastor or dismiss
him.

Fill. There arc some particular doctrine's V; hieh we
hold to be not only true, b'>? also of great importance
although to bfelieve them or not, we do not consider es-

sential to salvation. These doctrines Ought ever to be
strictly maintained and defended both by the laity and
clergy

;
of the Independent Presbyterian Church, as well

as all others, although they ought not to be made terms of
communion. 2 Tim. i. 13. Jude iii. The following doc-
trines we believe to be scriptural and true :

1. Original guilt, imputed to all the human race iri

Consequence of the fall of Adam, who represented all

his posterity, Ps. li 5. 1 Cor. xv. 21,2*2. Rom. v. 12—21.

2. The doctrine of particular election to salvation, ac- •

Cording to God's own sovereign will, and unchangeable
purpose from eternity. Rom. viii. 28—30, 33. John vi.

'

37, 39. 1 Thess. i. 4.' Eph. i. 4, 5. 2 Tim. i. 9. 1 Pet. i.

% Acts xiii. 48.

3. The decrees of God, by which all things are fore

ordained according to his infinitely wise counsel and for

his own glory. Acts iv. 28, and xv. 18. Matt. x. 29, 30.

Ps. cxlv. 10.

4. The final perseverance of the saints, which is en

SOted to all believers by the unchangeable promises of

the covenant of grace, which is well ordered in all things

and sure. John vi. 39, 40, and iii. 16, and v. 24, and x.

27—29, and xi, 25, 26, and xiv. 19. Rom. viii. 30—39.
\ Pet. i. 3—5. Heb f xiii. 5.

5. The right of infants to church membership, and



Consequently to baptism through the. faith of their pa
rents, according to the scripture plan of the covenant of

grace Matt. xix. 1 i. Acts ii. 39, and xvi. 14, 31, o3, \

Cor. i. Hi, and vii. 14.

d. The only state of probation is in this won*!, and
the overtures of the gospel cease? with every one at the

timc of his death ;
and at the last day Christ will give

*
,up his mediatorial kingdom. Therelo*

7. The punishment of the wicked will be eternal, as

well as the happiness of the righteous. 2 Cor. vi. 2. John
iii. 36. Matthew xxv. 41, 46. 1 Cor. xv. 1U—21). liev.

xxii. 11.

These we consider true and very important doctrines;

and they ought ever to be believed and supported. And
if our church will ever relinquish these principles, they

may reflect and consider, and the world may know that

they will have swerved from the doctrines which were
firmly, held and maintained by those who first formed
the Independent Presbyterian Church.

IX. If any minister hold and preach doctrines contra-

ry to the above principles, the presbytery to which he
belongs ought to discountenance him, and oppose him in

a firm but decent manner ; and although they are not to

Consider him as liable to the censure of the church for

• heresy, yet they have it in their power, if he persist in

his errors, to dismiss him on the account of his erroneous

principles from his pastoral care over them, and thus to

let the clergy and the world know, that they will not re

ceive for doctrince the commandments of men.

X. As for a process against a minister for immoral con-

duct, it must be prosecuted in the same manner as a si-

milar charge against any lay member*



CHAPTER V1IL

Oi
]
i.RAL CONVENTION.

\\\ be a convention composed of delegates
I churches belonging to our body, which

annually as representatives of the church at
j'ef, as an organ or channel of communication for the
.ofit of ilia whole, and to promote the general cause
religion.

If. This representative body shall be called, THE
\ERAL CONVENTION OF THE INDEPEN-

DENT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
III. The General Convention shall meet annually on

the first Friday in August, at whatever place they may
adjourn to from year to year.

iV. Seven members present at the time and place ap-
pointed, shall constitute a quorum competent to do busi-

ness.

V. The general convention shall be composed of the
ordained preachers, and commissioners or delegates front

all the churches belonging to the independent body. AH
ordained ministers of the gospel in regular Standing shall

he entitled, ex officio, to a seat in the convention, as re-

presentatives of the church at large ; and every indivi-

dual organized society, whether large or small, shall be
entitled to two delegates annually, so that the represent
tation of all the churches and the weight of suffrage may
be equal.

VI. Every delegate shall produce a written commis-
sion from the presbytery to which he belongs, signed by
(he moderator and clerk, and dated not more than three,

months before the meeting of the convention ; and no
person shall be a delegate unless he be a presbyter in

good standing in the church.

VII. The commission shall be in the following form,

viz :
" This is to certify, that Mr. is commissioned

to sit and act as a member of the General Convention,

to meet at on the first Friday of August, A. D. —

,

arid to represent church. Given by order this —
[in of \ D. —

.

A. B. Moderator;
C. I). Clerk."
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VIII. The general convention shall no

gree of coercive power or juridh

church, or anj branch thereof; nor

vice or counsel on any qu

case in the government of any individua

individual member or members of it. A -church, in

" bounds of which a case has originated, and

quainted with all the circumstances atterr

necessarily be more competent jiidg

bly who are rs to the case can po?

them be ever so wise. Therefore the convent!
* neither be advised, nor give advice in any mutter of

which may be litigated in any church whatc\

IX. A very special design, or object, in c

general convention, is, that it may operate as a cement

or bond of union to bind our churches together by J

cial and friendly intercourse, and that there may
a common interest throughout the whole b i to

act as a simple organ of the churches. t<

them the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

X. The general convention shall keep a register, in

which the names of all the ordained mh shall b<

accurately recorded, and also the names of all the indi-

vidual churches bolonging to our body.
The general convention, on their annual n

shall, if possible, be opened with a sermon, and shall

ways constitute and adjourn by prayer.

been constituted thqy shall, before they proe.

business, elect a moderator to keep order and to

in the business that may come before the hue.

so a clerk to read papers and comniunicati ieh

may be laid before them, and to take a ;

proceedings. The moderator and clerk shall con::

in office one year, and until others are chosen.

XI. The convention shall also elect a stated

to continue in office during pleasure, and good condti

whose business shall be to keep an accurate record of all

the proceedings of the convention, in a po;

procured and kept for that purpose. He shall have the

charge of all the papers belonging to the convention
;

and shall bring or send the book of records to even
nual meeting, that the house may have prom, to

any part of their register whenever it maybe
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Phe record of the minutes of the last session, shall always
>e read before the house, immediatelv after the Modera-

TIi

be

toi and Clerk are chosen : so that unfinished bush:
may be called up to view, and also that the minutes of

the last sederunt may be revised and receive ihe stric-

tures of (he house; after which the record shall be signed
by the Moderator.

Xfl. The stated Secretary when present at any meet*
ing of the convention, may (if he choose iate as

k ; which may save some time and trouble. But
when another person is chosen clerk, lie must be care-

ful to send, or hand up the minutes in good order, and in*

due time, to the Secretary, that he may register them it*

bis i o

XSll. The c oiiventidu at c\ery annual meeting shall

call upon the pastors or delegates of the respective chur-
ches to report, cither verbally, or in writing, the state

of religion in their congregations; what apparent sue

cess the gospel has, especially among young people ; whe-
ther the people give a general arid decent attendance on
the public wo; ship of God ; how many adults ha\e been
baptised, and how many admitted for the fust time, to

the Lord's table, &e.

XIV. If any of the churches have candidates under
their care ; or have licensed any to preach the gospel

;

or have ordained any to the ministry; they shall repot f

the same to the general convention in writing, stating

their names, and the time when any are licensed, or or-

dained ; which report shall be carefully recorded in the

Secretary's book.

XV. The general convention shall have the sole man-
agement of missionary business ; and of forming any con-
vention or correspondence with other denominations,

. and of conducting all matters of puiilic interest, in which
the church at large is concerned ; but no act of the con-

nection shall stand good, which is contrary to the gener-
al voice of the churches.

XV L The convention shall publish a pastoral letter at

every annual meeting, composed of whatever may tend
to cultivate piety in the heart, and holiness in the life and
conversation, to convince and convert sinners, or to en-
courage and comfort the Godly ; and it will be proper to

have a special regard to the particular circumstances in



which the church may be at the time, whether she be in

prosperity or adversity, blessed with honor and peace, or

wading through trouble and persecution ; enjoying a time

of refreshing, or laboring under cold and ! formal-

ity.

XVII. The general convention shall make rules; or by
laws for the regulation of (heir own conduct when sit-

ting- They shall also have power to punish ip so facto

by caution, reprimand, or rebuke from the chair, those
members who transgress the laws of the bouse. And if

any member of the convention, or any member of any of
the churches, treat the convention, while sitting, with
contempt, or contumaceous disrespect, the moderator
shall report him to the individual church to which he be-

longs, and they shall, on such report, consider the case,

and shall deal With him ac to the rules of discip-

line.

XVII I. As one of the grand objects of constituting the
general convention, is to be a bond ofimion to the chur-
ches, and to cultivate a friendly intercourse between
them. It is hi commended that a communion be
held annually on the sabbath after the Friday of their

annual meeting, This will not only afford a sacramen-
tal occasion to the church where the convention may
meet, but it will also give an opportunity to the several
representatives of the churches to sit together at the
Lord's table. It is also recommended, that they have
public worship on Saturday and Monday, as well as on
the Sabbath of the communion.
XIX. When any church think it expedient to alter,

or amend any part of this constitution, and form of gov-
ernment, or to add any thing thereto. The amendment,
alteration, or addition shall be drawn up in due form
and sent, or carried up to the general convention. The
Convention receiving such draft, shall send an authentic
duplicate of it to each of the individual churches belong-
ing to the body, signed by the moderator and clerk.

—

And the churches shall consider the proposal sent to
them, and shall send up their votes to the next m ling
of the convention. If two thirds of the churches vote in
lavor of the alteration, amendment, or addition propoe
it shall pass into a law ; but if not, the question or pi

*>sition shall be lost.

FINIS




