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T II E

CONSTITUTION

UNITED STATES.

We, the people of the United States, in order to iVeanibk'.

Ibrui a more perfect union, establish justice, insure

domestic tranquility, provide for the common
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure

the blessings of lil)erty to ourselves and our pos-

terity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for

the United States of America:

AKTICLE I.

Sectiox 1. All Legislative powers herein granted, Leoislaiivu

shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, powers.

which shall consist of a Senate and House of Ee])-

resentatives.

Sec. '2. The House of Kepresentatives shall be .Members di

composed of members chosen ever}- second year, Ijy House of Kep-

the people of the se^-eral States; and the electors in HoTihoIen!
each State shall have the (pialifications requisite

for electors of the most numerous branch of the
State Legislature.

No person shall be a Representative, wlm shall Qualification,

not have a+taiued the age of twenty-five A'ears, and
been seven years a citizen of the United States,

and Avho shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant
of that State in which he shall be chosen.
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Kepresenta- Roj)reseiitatives unci (liroct taxes shall be appor

tioii.

ti..n and ta.xa-
^^^^^^:^x .„n,jyo- the several States Avhich may be

iiK-luded within this Union, according to their

respective numbers, which shall be determined by
:id(lingtotho whole number of free persons, includ-

ing those bound to service I'or a term of years, and
excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all

CciibUa. other persons. The actual enumeration shall be

made within three years after the first meeting ofthe

(.Congress of the United States, and within every sub-

sequent term of ten years, in such manner as they

shall by law direct. The number of Representa-

tives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand,

hut each State shall have at least one Representa-

tive, and until sui-h enumei'ation shall be made, the

State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose
three, ^fassaclnisi'tts eight, Rhode Island a)id Provi-

dence Plantations one, Connecticut five, Xew York
six. New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware
one. ^Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five.

Soutli Cai'olina li\e, and Georgia three.

A^ltalK•ic:^. When vacancies happen in the representation
fi'om any State, the Executive authority thereof,

shall issue Avrits of election to fill such vacancies.

odircns. The House of Representatives shall choose their
iiiipuaciinifiii. Speaker and other otlicers; and shall have the sole

power of impeachment.

Senate. Sec. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be
eom])osed of two Senators from each State, chosen
by the Legislature thereof, for six years; and each
Senator shall liavc one vote.

Senators clas-
Immediately after they shall be assembled incon-

sed. sequence of tlie first election, they shall be divided
as ecpially as may be, ijito three classes. The seats
of the Senators ol' the lirst class shall be vacated
at the ex|)iration ol' lUi' second year, of the second
class at the ex})iration of the fourth year; and of
the thii'd class, at the expiration of the sixth year;
so that one-thiril may be chosen every second year;
and if vacancies happen, by resignation or other-
wise, during the recess of tlic Legislature of any
Slate, the Executive thereof may make temporarv
appointments until the next meeting of the Legis-
lature, which shall then lill such vacancies.

Qnnliiiiaiion.s Xo ]terson shall be a Senator who shall not \va\v
attained the age of thirty years, and been nine vear>
a citizen of the United States, and who shall not.
when elei-ted, l)e an inhabitant ol" that State for
wliich he shall be chosen.

'I SeniitoiM.



rOXSTITUTlOX (tF THE UNITED STATES. 5

The Vice President of the United States shall be vice Presi-

President of the Senate, but shall have no vote. Jent.

unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall ehoose their other otiicers, and ^.^y,),^^ i„

also a President 7>ro tempore, in the absence of the choose its ofli-

A^ice President, or when he shall exercise the otiice '•'''''•''•

of President of the United States.

The Senate shall have sole power to try all iiii- To ii y im-

peachments. When sitting for tliat pur})Ose, they in'^iciniients.

shidl be on oath or aftirmation. When the Presi-

dent of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice

shall preside; and no person shall be convicted *

without the concnrrencc of two-thirds of the mem-
bers present.

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not Judgment on

extend further than to removal from otiice, and dis- impeachment,

(pialification to hold and enjoy any office of honor,

trust or profit, under the United States; but the

part}^ convicted shall nevertheless be liable and
subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punish-

ment, according to law.

Sec. 4. The times, places and manner of holding Election of

elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be Members of

prescrilied in each State by the Legislature thereof; ^oni^ress.

but the (Congress may at an}- time, by law, make or

alter such regulations except as to the places of

choosing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in Congress to

every j'ear, and such meeting shall be on the first meet annually.

Monday in December, unless they shall h\ law
appoint a different da}'.

Sec. 5. Each House shall l)e the judge of the Elections, how
•elections, returns and qualifications of its ownJ^dsed.

mem])ers, and a majority of each shall constitute a Quorum,

(luorum to do business; but a smaller number may
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to

compel the attendance of al)sent members, in such
manner, and under such penalties as each house
may provide.

Each House may determine the rules of its Rules,

proceedings, j)unish its members for disorderly

behavior, and with the concurrence of two-thirds,

expel a member.
Each House shall keep a journal of its proceed-

^ . ,

ings, and from time to time publish the same,

'

excepting such parts as may ill their judgment re-

quire secrecy; and the yeas and naj'S of the mem-
bers of either House, on any question, shall, at the

desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on
the journal.
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Adjournment. Nc'itluT lluuse, duniii^ the sessioii of Congress,

shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for

more than three days, nor to any other place than

that in wliich the two Houses shall he sitting.

Compensation Sec. 0. The Senators and Representatives shall
J^ivilejres. receive a compensation for their services, to be

ascertained hy law, and jjaid out of the Treasury
of the United States. They shall in all cases,

except treason, felony and Ijreach of the peace, lie

privileged from arrest during their attendance at

the session of their respective Houses, and in going
«. to and returning from the same; and for any

speech or debate in either House, they shall not he
questioned in an}" other place.

Exclusion -^'•^ Senator or EepresentatiA'e shall, during the
from orticf. time for which he was elected, be appointed to any

civil office under the authority of the United
States, which shall have been created, or the emol-
uments whereof shall have been increased during
such time; and no person holding any office under
the United States, shall lie a member of either

House during his continuance in office.

Hills for /'eve- Sec. 7. All bills for raising revenue shall origi-
""''• nate in the House of Representatives : but the Sen-

ate may propose or concui- with amencbuents, as
on other Ijills.

liilLs, the for- Everv bill which shall have passed the House of

."i"irn.w''L,.
Repi-esentatives and the Senate shall before it

becomes a law, be presented to the President of the
United States; if he approve, he shall sign it, but
if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to that
House in which it shall have originated, who shall
enter the objections at large on their Journal, and
liroceed to reconsider it. Il", after such reconsid-
eration, two-thirds of that House shall agree to
pass tiic bill, it shall l)e sent, together with the
()bjections, to the other House, 1>y -which it shall
likewise lie reconsidered, and, if approved by two-
thirds of that House, it sliall become a law! But
in all such cases tlie votes of l)oth Hotiscs shall be
determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the
l)er.s()ns voting for and .against the lull shall be
filtered on the Journal of each House resiiectivelv.
If any bill slinli not be returned hv the rresideut
within ten days (Suiulays excepted) after it shall
have heen j.resented to him, the .same shall be a
law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless
the Congress, by their adjournment, prevent its
i<'tiiiii, ill wliich .•;is.' it slijill not be :i law.

llri'ir piisxaije.
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Every order, resolution, or vote to Avliieli the Resolutioas,

eoiicurrence of the Senate and House of Repre- '^^'^.gj_^
'^^^'

sentatives may be necessary (except on a question
of adjournment) shall be presented to the Presi-

dent of the United States; and before the same
shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or beiniJ'

disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds

of the Senate and House of Representatives, accord-

ing to the rules and limitations jircst-rilxMl in the

case of a bill.

Si-x'. 8. The C^onm-css shall ha\H- power:
rn!!'.':!..

°'^

To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and Taxes,

excises, to pay the debts and provide for the com-
mon defense and general welfare of the United
States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall be
uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow money on the credit of the United iSon-ow ini;'.

States

;

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and (lonimprc-c.

among the several States, and Avith the Indian

tribes;

To establish an uniform rule of luituralization, x^itumiizatinn
.•tnd uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies
ihroughout the United States;

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and (loinaoc
of foreign coin, and to lix tlie standard of weights
and measures:
To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting

Counterfeit no
the securities and current coin of the United States

;

To establish post offices and post roads; i'<>«t Ottice.

To promote the progress of science and useful (v,pv ri..i,t.

arts, by securing for limited times to authors and
inventors, the exclusive right to their respective

writings and discoveries;

To constitute tribunals iufcrioi' to the Su]n'eme inCerior oourts

( Jourt

;

To detine and punish i)iracies and felonies com- Piracy,

mitted on the high seas, and offenses against the
laAv of nations;

To declare Avar, grant letters of marque anil Wai'.

reprisal, and make I'ules concerning captures on
land and water:

To raise and support armies; but no approi)ria- Army,
tion of money, to that use, shall l)e for a longci'

term than two years;

To provide and maintain a naA'v

:

Naw.
To make rules for the government and regula-

]{^^\^^ f,,,.

tion of llu' liiud and naA'al foi-ces:
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Militia and its To provide for calling forth the militia to
orL'ai)i/.:iti()n.

(.xeciito the laws of the Union, to suppress insur-

rections, and repel invasions;

To ])rovide for organizing, arming and discip-

lining the militia, and for governing such part of

them as may he employed in the service of the

United States, reserving to the States respectively,

the ai)pointment of the officers, and the authority

of training the militia, according to the discipline

prescribed by Congress

;

i:.\pliisive an- To cxei'cise exclusive legislation in all cases

(\'i<iHiV"'''
vvhatsoever, over such district (not exceeding ten

miles sqiuire,) as may, by cession of particidar

States, and the acceptance of Congress, become the

seat of government of the United States, and to

exercise like authority over all places purchased
by consent of the Legislature of the State in which,

the same shall be, for the erection of forts, maga-
zines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful build-

ings; And
(iencralau- To make all laws which shall l)e necessary anci
''""'^'

])roper for carrying into execution the foregoing

l)owers, and all other powers vested Ijy this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United States,

or in any dej^artment or olticer thereof.

Limitation of Sec. i). The migration or importation of such
I'owers. ])ersons as any of the States now existing shall

Importation (if t^iiiik ])roper to admit, shall not be prohibited by
per.sons. Congress prior to the year eighteen hundred and

eight; but a tax or duty may be imposed on such
importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each
person.

Habeas corjins 'i^'i^' privilege of the Writ of //r^^er^v cor2>i(s shall

not )»e suspended, unless Avhen, in cases of rebellion
or invasion, the pidilic safety may require it.

Aitainil.T. Ac. No l)ill of attainder or c.r post fdcfo law shall bf
l)assed.

Direct Tax. No ca|)itation or ot her direrl. tax shall l>e laid,

unless in j)ro])ortion to the census or enumeration
hereinbefore directed to be taken.

Commcivial No tax or (lutv. shall l)e laid on articles exported

'I'.r.'iI-nMu'es.
'"''"'" ='">' ^^;^^^'- ^''^ preference shall ])e given by
any regtdation of commerce or revenue to the ports
of one State over those of another; nor shall ves-
si'ls lion 11(1 to or from one Slate, be obliged to enter,
etcar, ()] jiay duties in another.

\lnnf>, imw No money shall bedrawn from the Treasury, luit
in i-oust"(pieuce of api)ropriations made by law; and
a regular statement and account of the receipts and

;i« 11.
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expenditures oi" all [)ul)lic anoucv shall be piil^lisli-

ed from time to time.

No title of nobility shall be granted by the Titles of no-

United States; and no person holding nn}^ oliice of '''l''y-

IH'ofit or trust under them, shall, without the eon-

sent of the Congress, accept of any present, emol-

ument, office, or title of any kind whatever, from
any Iving, Prince or foreign State.

Sec. 10. No State shall enter into any treaty, j,imitations on

alliance or confederation; grant letters of marque the state.-,

and reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit;

make anything but gold and silver coin a tendei'

in payment of debts; pass anj^ bill of attainder,

r.r 'post facto law, or law impairing the obligation

of contracts, or grant any title of nobility.

No State shall, without the consent of the Con- of Commerce,

gress, lay any imposts or duties on imports or^var.&c

exports, except what may l)e absolutely necessary
for executing its inspection laws; and the net

]n'oduce of all duties and imposts, laid b}' any State

on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the

Treasury of the United States; and all such laws

shall be subject to the revision and control of the

Congress. No State shall, without the consent of

Congress, lay any dut^^ of tonnage, keep troops or

ships of war in time of peace, enter into any agree-

ment or compact with another State, or with a for-

eign power, or engage in war, unless actually

invaded, or in sucli imminent danger as will nol

admit of delay.

ARTICLE U.

Section 1. The Executive power shall be vested The Executive

in a President of the United States of America.
He shall hold his office during the term of four

years, and, together with the ^ice President, chosen
for the same term, be elected as follows

:

Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Electors of

Legislature thereof may direct, a number of elect-

ors, equal to the whole number of Senators and
Representatives to which the State may be entitled

in the Congress; but no Senator or Representative,

or person holding an ottice of trust or profit under
the United vStates, shall be appointed an elector.

The electors shall meet in thei-r respective States And proceed-

and vote bv ballot for two persons, of whom one i'lfc? i" the

at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same £tf
°^^'''^'"

State with themselves. And they shall make a list
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(Jlioice oi ,j1" all the ijorsons voted fur, aud of the uumber of
President.

votes for each; which list they shall sign and cer-

tif)', aud transmit sealed to the seat of government
<^f the United States, directed to the President of

tlie Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in

|)resence of the Senate and House of Represent-

atives, open all the certiticates, and the votes shall

then be counted. The person having the greatest

number of votes shall be the President, if such

number ))e a majority of the whole number of

electors appointed; and if there be more than one
who have such majorit}", and have an equal num-
ber of votes, then the House of Eepresentatives
shall immediatel}- choose, by ballot, one of them
for President; and if no person have a majority,

then from the live highest on the list, the said House
shall, in like manner choose the President. But in

choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by
States, the representation from each State having
one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist
of a member or menaliers from two-thirds of the
States, and a majority of all the States shall ))e

iiecessar\' to a choice. In every case, after thi'

choice of the President, the person having the
greatest number of votes of the electors, shall be
the y'lQQ President. I>ut if there should remain
two or more who have ecpial votes, the Senate shall

choose from them, by ballot, the Vice President.
Meetiniid' The Congrcss may determine the time of choos-
Klectoi-s. ing the electors, and the day on which the}' shall

give their votes; which day shall be the"^ same
tliroughoutthe Unitetl States,

yualiiicatiou No jjcrsou (^xcept a natural l)orn citizen, or a
'"' •''•''^"•'"'^.v citizen of tlie Cnitcd States at the time of the adop-

tion of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the
olMce of President; neither shall any person ho
elUgible to that ollice, who shall not have attained
the age of thirty-live years, and been fourteen years
a resilient within the" I'nited States.

ui.Tinuit''''
''^ '"ise of the removal of the President from

v> UM. 1.. :.(i.
,,^]•^^.^,^ ,,j. „|- jjjj^ (loath, resignation, or inability to
• lischarge the jiowers and duties of the said olHce,
the same shall devolve upon the Vice President,
aiid the Ctuigress m:iy, l)y law, provide for the case
of removal, dcMlh. resignation, or inability, both
ol" tlie I'resident. aud Vice President, declaring
what ulliicr shall then act as President; and siu'li

oIliciM- shall act accordingly, until the disabilit\-
In- rcniovcd. <.i- a Tresident shall In- ('lect(>(l.
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The President shall, at stated times, receive for Compensation

his services a compeusation, whicli shall neither be ° lesicen
.

increased nor diminished during the period ft-)r

which he shall have been elected, and he shall not

receive during that period any other emolument
from the United States or any of them.

Before he enter upon the execution of his ollice, Onih ofoffioe.

he shall take the following oath or atlirmation

:

" I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I Avill faith-

fully execute the office of President of the United
States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve,

j)rotect, and defend the Constitution of tlie Unite<l

States."

Sec. 2. The President shall be Commander-iu- Powers of the

Chief of the army and navy of the United States, President,

and of the militia of the several States, when called ]i°|"i'o,'""

into the actual service of the United States; he
ma}' require the opinion, in writing, of the principal

officer in each of the Executive Departments, upon
any subject relating to the duties of their respect-

ive oftices; iud he shall have power to grant
reprieves and pardons for offenses against the

United States, except in cases of impeachment.
He shall have power, by and with the advice and Treaties.

consent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided
two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he

f,/)^^;^'",,'"'^"

sjiall nominate, and by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors,
other public ministers and consuls, Judges of the
Supreme Court, and all other oflicers of the United
States, whose appointments are not herein other-

wise provided for, and which shall be established by
law. But the Congress ma}^ by-law, vest the

appointment of such inferior officers as they think
proper, in the President alone, in the courts of law,

or in the heads of Departments. «

The President shall have power to lill up all Pill vacancies,

vacancies that may ha})i)en during the recess of

the Senate, by granting commissions, which shall

expire at the end of their next session.

'Sec. 3. He shall, from time to time, give to the Give informa-

Congress information of the State of the Union, *'°"
^"V""'

and recommend to their consideration such meas- -"•
'

"

ures as he shall judge necessary and expedient.
He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both
Houses, or either of them; and in case of disagree-

ment between them, with respect to the time oi'

.'idjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as

he shall think proper. He shall receive ambassa-
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•lors iuul otluT public ministers. He shall take

care that the laws l)e faithfull}^ executed; and shall

coniniission all the officers of the United States,

hiilji'.nrl.hi^ni. Skc. -1. Tlu' President, Vice President and all

civil (jfticers ol" the United States, shall he removed

iVoni ortice on impeachment for, and conviction of,

treason, hrilx'ry or other lii<i-h ci'imes and misde-

iiic.'tiiors.

ARTICLE III.

.hidicial jjower SECTION 1. The Judicial power of the United

Tcmiiv States sliall lie vested in one Supreme Court, and
in such inferior Courts as the Congress may, from

t ime to time, ordain and establish. The Judges, both

of the Supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold

tlieir offices during good behavior; and shall, at

stated times, receive for their services a compen-
sation which shall not be diminished during their

roiitinuance in office.

'I'ici^irmlver "
''^^*-'- -• ^^^^ Judicial power shall extend to all

^^^^^^ .^
^_^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^.^^^^ _^^.^.^^^ ^JJ^^IPJ. ^I^jg (2'QJ^g^i.

tution, the laws of the United States, and treaties

made, or which sliall be made, under their author-

ity; to all cases atfecting ambassadors, other public

ministers and consuls; to all cases of admiralty
and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to

which the United States shall be a party; to con-
troversies Ijetween two or more States; between a

State and citizens of another State; between citi-

zens of ditferent States; between citizens of the
same State, claiming lands under grants of ditferent

States; aiul ])et\veen a State or the citizens thereof,

and foreign States, citizens or subjects,

.lurisclictiun ..f [n ;ill cascs aflectiug ambassadors, other public

i:nuH.'"^' miuisters and consuls, and those in which a State
shall be a part}', the Supreme Court shall have
oi-igiual jui'isdiction. In all the other cases, before
iiu'iitioiicd, the Supreme Court shall have appel-
late; jui-isdi(.;tion, l)oth as to law and fact, with such
exceptions, :uul under sucli regulations as the Con-
gress sh;dl mnkc.

Trial In- jiirv. The trial ot all crimes, excoi)t in cases of im-
lieachment, shall be Ityjury; and such trial shall
l»e held in the State where "^thc said crimes shall
iiMve beiMi committed; but when not committed
within any State, the trial shall be at such place or
places as Congress mav bv law have directed.
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Sec. o. Treason against the United States shall Ticubun.

consist only in levying war against them, or in

adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and
comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason,

unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the

same overt act, or on confession in open conrt.

The Congress shall have power to declare the Attainder.

pnnishment of treason, l)ntno attainder of treason

shall work corruption of l)lood, or forfeiture,

except during the life of the jierson attainted.

AirncLK lY.

Section 1. Full faith and credit shall be given Acts, Record?,

in each State to the public Acts, records and judi- &^c., of States.

cial proceedings of every other State, And the

Congress may, by general'laws, prescribe the man-
ner in which snch Acts, records, and proceedings

shall be proved, and the effect thereof.

Sec. 2. The citizens of each State shall be citizciisiiip.

entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens

in the several States.

A person charged in any State with treason,
2,-„„.i(_i^,gy ij.^^„„

felony, or other crime, who shall tlee from justice, justice,

and lie found in another State, shall, on demand of

the Executive authority of the State from whicli

he lied, be delivered up, to ])e removed to the State

having jurisdiction of the crime.

No person held to service or laljor in one State, Fugitive

under the laws tl)ereof, escaping into anotlier, shall, slaves,

in consecpience of anj' law or regulation therein, be
discharged from such service or labor, but shall be
delivered up on the claim of the party to wliom
such seryice or labor may be due.

Sec. 3. New Sates may be admitted b}' the New staler.

Congress into this Union; but no new State shall

be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any
other State; nor any State lie formed by the junc-

tion of two or more States, or parts of States, with-

out the consent of the Legislatures of the States

cojicerned, as vvell as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have jiower to dispose of, Territory of

and make all needful rules and regulations respect- United States,

ing the territory and other property ])elonging to

the United States; and nothing in this Constitution
shall be so construed as to prejudice any claims
of the United States, or anj particular State.

Sec 4 The United States shall guarant}' to Kepublican

every State in this Union a Republican form of so^ei'upieut.
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•fovcniiuoiit, and sluill protect each of tliein against

invasion; and on apjUication of the Legislature, or

of the Executive, (when the Legislature cannot be

eonvened) against domestic violence.

AKTK Li: \.

Amendments The Congress, whenever two-thirds of l)otli

tothcConsti- Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose

amendments to this Constitution, or, on the appli-

cation of tlie Legislatures of t'ivo-thirds of the

scn-eral States, shall call a Convention for propos-

ing amendments, -which, in either ease, shall be
valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this Con-
stitution, when ratihed hv the Legislatures of three-

fourths of the several States, or l>v Conventions in

three-fourths tliereof, as the one or other mode of

ratitication nuiy be proposed by the Congress;
Provided, that no amendment, which may be made
l)rior t(-) the 3'ear one thousand eight hundred and
eight, shall in an^- manner affect the first and fourth

clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and
that no State, without its consent, shall be deprived
of its e(|u:d suifi'ao'e in the Senate.

.VKTICLK \\.

Kr.iiiiuriiii)t> .\ II debts contracted, and engagements entered
iTf(i.i;iii/.u(i. \w\^o, l)efore the adoption of this Constitution, shall

he as valid against the United States, under this

Constitution, as under tiie Confederation.
SnprniK.hnv. 'p|,i^ Constitution, and the laws of the United

States winch sliall be made in })ursuance thereof,

and all treaties made, or which shall be made under
the authoi-ity of the United States, shall be the
supreme l;iw of the land: and the Judges in every
State shall l)e bound thereb}', anything in the Con-
stitution or laws of any State, to the contrary not-
withstanding.

Oath oioiiiiT. The Senators and Representatives before men-
tioned, and the members of the several State Legis-
latures, and all Executive and Judicial oHicers, both
of the United States and of the several States, shall
l)e bound by oath or ailirmation, to support this

RcliKions tost. Constitution; l)ut no religious test shall ever be
re(inircMl ns m (lualilication to any ollice or public
trust under the I'niteil States.
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AirncLK VI 11.

The ratilicatiuij of the C()ii\euUi)us oi' nine Katiiication.

States, shall be siillu-ient for the establLshDieut of

this Constitution lietweeu the States so vntifvinu'

the same.

Done in L'ijiiCCiil ioii^liil I lie ii mi n i nniii.s caiisrul of llii-

States present, the. secen'eetilli ititij uf Septcmlx:!-.

in the year of our Lortf. (jnc, tlioiomnit. sercn /mn-

dred and eiyhty-seven. diid of llic I ndependenn:

(f the United States <f Anifric((. the tn-etftli_. In

witness n-liereoj'. nw hcrr licrcnnlo snliscrii>e(l onr

names.

GEO 1? ( ;K \\ ASHINGTO N, Pj ; i.;si ujcnt,

and Deputy from Virginia.

Xen- ihinijisliii-f —John Langdoii, Nicholas (iU-

luan.

Jlassarhnseti.s—Nathaniel (iorhani, iiutus King.
( 'onnecticnt—Wm. Samuel .lohuson, lioger Sher-

man.
Xen- Yorl,-—Alexander Hamilton.
Xen- Jerse//—William Livingston, Havid iireard-

h', William Patterson, Jonathan Dayton.
Pennsijlvania—Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 3Iii-

tiin, Eobert Morris, Creorge Clymer, Thomas
Fitzsimons, Jared Ingersoll, James Wilson, Gover-
neur Morris.

Delan-are—George Head, Gunning Dedi'ord, Jr..

John Dickinson, Eichard Bassett, Jacob Broom.
Jfarijla/id—James M'Henrv, Daniel of St. Thomas

Jenifer, Daniel Cari'oll.

Virginia—John Blair, .James Madison, Jr.

Xorth Carolina—William Blount, Richard DolJis
Spaight, Hugh Williamson.
South Carolina—John Rutledge, Charles Cotes-

worth Pinckney, Charles Pinckney, Pierce Butler.

Ceorf/ia—William Few, Abr. Baldwin.
Attest, Willia:\i Jacksox, Secretary.





AMENDMENTS.

ARTICLE I.

Congress shall make no law respecting an estalj- Religion,

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer- speech, press

cise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,
'^'"' petition.

or of the press; or the right of the people peace-

ably to assemble, and to petition the government
lor a redress of grievances.

ARTICLE 11.

A well regulated militia being necessary to the Bearing- arms,

security of a free State, the right of the people to

keep and bear arms shall not l)e infringed.

ARTICLE III.

No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered Quarteriuo- of

in any house without the consent of the owner; nor soldiers,

in time of war, but in a manner to 1)e prescribed
by law.

ARTICLE IV.

The right of the people to be secure in their per- Unreasonable

sons, houses, papers, and eflects, against unreason; searches and

able searches and seizures, shall not be violated,
^'^'^•'"*^''-

and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable
cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and par-

ticularl}' describing the place to be searched, and
the persons or things to be seized.
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ARTICLE V.

Criminal pro- ^o person shall be held to answer for a capital,

ceedin^s. or Otherwise infamous crime, unless on a present-

ment or indictment of a Grand Juiy, except in

(•uses arising in the land or naval forces, or in the

militia, when in actual service, in time of war or

])ublic danger; nor shall any person be subject, for

the same, ofiense, to be twice put in jeopard}' of

life or limb; nor shall be compelled, in any crim-

inal case, to be a witness against himself; nor be

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due

Private ro -
pi'ocess of law; nor shall private property be taken

ertY^aken°lc. for public use without just compensation.

ARTICLE VI.

Trial by jury In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall
in criminal eniov the right to a speedy and pviblic trial, by an

'^'

' impartial jury of the State and distirict wherein the

crime shall have been committed, which district

shall have been previously ascertained by law, and
to be informed of the nature and cause of the

accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses

against him ; to have compulsory process for obtain-

ing witnesses in his favor; and to have the assist-

ance of counsel for his defense.

ARTICLE Vn.

Same, in suits In suits at common law, where the value in con-
aUommon troversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of

trial by jury shall be preserved; and no fact, tried
by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any
Court of the United States, than according to the
rules of the common law.

ARTICLE VIII.

K.xcessive bail Excessivc bail shall not be required, nor exces-
sive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punish-
ment inflicted.

ARTICLE IX.

Kights retain- The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain

pie
• '

P^"' I'iglits, shall not be construed to denv or disparage
others retained by the people.
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ARTICLE X.

The powers not delegated to the United States Powers not

bj'- the Constitution, nor prohibited b}^ it to the delegated, re-

States, are reserved to the States respectively, or
^^^''''^^•

to the jjeople.

ARTICLE XI.

The Judicial power of the United States shall states not to

not be construed to extend to any suit in law or be sued,

equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of

the United States by citizens of another State, or

by citizens or subjects of au}^ foreign State.

ARTICLE XII.

Section 1. The electors shall meet in their Manner of

respective States, and vote by ballot for President
?^g°°f

'°^ ^''^^'

and Vice President, one of whom, at least, shall Electors,

not be an inhabitant of the same State with them-
selves ; they shall name in their ballots the person
voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the

person voted for as Vice President; and they shall

make distinct lists of all persons voted for as

President, and of all persons voted for as Vice
President, and the number of votes for each, which
lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit seal-

ed to the seat of the Government of the United
States, directed to the President of the Senate ; the

President of the Senate shall, in presence of the

Senate and House of Representatives, open all the

certificates, and the votes shall then be counted;
the person having the greatest number of votes for

President, shall be the President, if such number
l)e a majority of the whole number of electors

appointed; and if no person have such majoritj',

then from the persons having the highest numbers,
not exceeding three, on the lists of those voted
for as President, the House of Representatives jjouse of Rep-
shall choose immediateh" by ballot, the President, resentatives.

But in choosing the President, the votes shall be
taken by States, the representation from each State

having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall

consist of a member or members from two-thirds
of the States, and a majority of all the States shall

l»e necessary to a choice. And if the House of Vice President

Representatives shall not choose a President, when- ^" ^..^t when no

ever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, ^
^'^^^'
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before the fourth day of March next following,

then the Vice President shall act as President, as

in the case of the death or other constitutional dis-

ability of the President.

Senate to elect Sec. 2. The person having the greatest number
yice Presi-

^^f y^tes as Vice President, shall be the Vice Presi-

dent, if such numlier be a majority of the whole

number of electors appointed; and if no person

have a majority-, then from the two highest num-
liers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice

President: a quorum, for that purpose, shall con-

sist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators,

and a majority of the whole number shall be

necessary to a choice.

Eligibility. Sec. 3. But no person constitutionally ineligi-

ble to the office of President, shall be eligible to

that of Vice President of the United States.

ARTICLE XIII.

Abolition of SECTION 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servi-
s iiverv.

tude, except as a punishment for crime, w^hereof

the party shall have been duly convicted, shall

exist within the United States, or any place sub-

ject to their jurisdiction.

Power of Con- Seo. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this
}rre.ss to en- ai'ticle by appropriate legislation,
torco same. . 1 1 i o

ARTICLE XIV.

All persons SECTION 1. All pei'sous boHi or naturalized in the

I-dized'^su'b'ect
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction there-

to '/urisdictiou ^^'> ^I'C citizens of the United States and of the
of {lie U. S. State wherein they reside. No State shall make or

enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges
or immunities of citizens of the United States

;

Kif(iits of citi- ii^>i' «hall any State deprive any person of life, lib-
''-'"'*• erty, or property, without due i)rocess of law, nor

deny to any i)crson within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.

Kepresentatlon Sec. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned

ul'Sin'rto !H"ong the several States according to their re-

poimlatimi. specttivc numbers, counting the whole number of
])ersons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed.
Hut when the right to vote at any election for the
choice of Electors for President and Vice President
of the United States, Representatives in Congress,
the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the
inciMbcrs ot tlie Legislature thereof, "is denied to
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any of the male inliabitauts of such State, being

twenty-one years of age, and citizens of tlie United
States, or in any way abridged, except for partici-

pation in rebellion or other crime, the basis of rep- Representution

resentation therein shall be reduced in the propor- *°^^'^ curtailed

tion which the number of such male citizens shall causes,

bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-

one years of age in such State,

Sec. 3. No person shall be a Senator, or Repre- Dis(iuaiiiica-

sentative in Congress, or Elector of President and!^oj'^'""°'.'"'''^"

Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, oflfces.

'^

under the United States, or under any State, who
having previously taken an oath, as a member of

Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or

as a member of any State Legislature, or as an
Executive or Judicial officer of any State, to sup-

port the Constitution of the United States, shall

have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against

he same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies
thereof. But Congress may, by a vote of two-thirds

of each House, remove such disabilitj'.

Sec. 4. The validity of the public debt of the
yj^ij^ji^^ ^,f u^g

United States, authorized by law, including debts public debt of

incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for *^*? y- ^- ^l^^"

not DG OtlOS
services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, tioned.

shall not be questioned. Bat neither the United The u. s., uor

States nor any State, shall assume or pay any debt '^"^ ^*'^*'^ ^^^^"

or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection ^or debt incurred

rebellion against the United States, or any claim f?r the rebel-

for the loss or emancipation of any slave ; but all "*

such debts, obligations and claims shall be held
illegal and void.

Sec. 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce. Power of Con-

by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this gress.

article.

ARTICLE XV.

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United Rights of citi-

States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by ^u"^^*' Yh
the United States, or by any State, on account of denied or

race, color, or previous condition of servitude. abridged.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce
this article by appropriate legislation.





THE

CONSTITUTION
OF THE

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

Adopted in Conventioa 15tli day of May, A. Di 1868, ' and Rati,

iied by the People 1st day of December, A. D. 1869.

To the end that justice be established, i^ublic order' Preamble.

maintained, and liberty perpetuated, we, the pi^o-

ple of the State of JfississijJpi, grateful to Al-
niighty God for the free exercise of the right to

choose our own form of fxovernment, do Ordain
this Constitution.

articlp: t.

BILL OK RIGHTS,

Section 1. All persons resident in this State, ^w^q are citi-

citizens of the United States, are hereby declared zens.

citizens of the State of Mississippi.

Sec. 2. No person shall be deprived of life, lib- Rijrhts of the

erty, or propert}^, except by due process of law. people.

Sec. 3. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus Habeas corpus
shall. not be suspended, unless when in case of
rebellion or invasion, the public safety may re-

quire it.
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Freedom of

speech and
the press.

No person
shall be twice

tried, &c.

Kipjhtof ])oople

to assemble.

llijrhts and
jirivilcfjcs in

criminal jiros-

ecutious.

Cruel punish-
ment, nor ex-
cessive fines

or bail shall

not be de-
manded

iSo ex post facto
law.

Rights of pri-

vate pooperty.

For debt.

Trial by jury,

No i>ro])erty

qualification

for jurors.

J'ersonal se-

curitv.

Riplit to keep
and bear arms.

Rights of mar-
ried women.

Sec. 4. The freedom of speech and of the press

shall be held sacred, and in all indictments for libe,

the jury shall determine the law and the facts under

the direction of the Court.

Sec. 5. No person's life or liberty shall be twice

placed in jeopardy for the same ottense.

Sec 0. The right of the people peaceably to

assemble and petition the government on an}^ sub-

ject, shall never be impaired.

Sec 7. In all criminal prosecutions the accused

shall have a right to ]je heard by himself, or coun-

sel, or l)oth, to demand the nature and cause of the

accusation, to be confronted by the witnesses

against him, to have a compulsory process for

obtaining witnesses in his favor, and in all pro-

secutions by indictment or information, a speedy
and public trial by an impartial jury of the coiinty

Avhere the offense was committed; and he shall not

be compelled to give evidence against himself.

Sec 8. Cruel or unusual punishment shall not
be inflicted, nor shall excessive fines be imposed

;

excessive bail shall not be required, and all persons
shall, before conviction, be bailable b}' sufficient

sureties, except for capital offenses, when the
proof is evident, or presumption great.

Sec. 9. No ex jmst facto law, or laws impairing
the obligation of contracts shall ever be passed.
Sec 10. Private property shall not be taken for

public use, exeejjt upon due compensation first

being made to the owner, or owners thereof, in a
manner to l)e provided for by law.

Sec. 11. There shall be no imprisonment for debt.

Sec 12. 'Jlic right of trial by jui-y shall remain
inviolate.

Sec 13. No property qualification shall ever be
required of any person to become a juror.

Sec 14. The people shall be secure in their per-
sons, houses and' possessions, from unreasonable
seizure, or search, and no warrant shall be issued
without probable cause, su})ported by oath, or
allli-mation, specially designating the place to be
searched, and the person or thing to be seized.
Sec If). AH persons shall have a right to keep

and l)oar arms for their defense.
Sec J(). Tile rights of married women shall be

protected by law in property owned previous to
marriage

; and also in all property acquired in
good faith by purchase, gift, devise or bequest "kfter
marriage

; Provided, That nothing herein contained
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shall be so construed as to protect said property

from being applied to the pa^^ment of their lawful

debts.

Sec. 17. No propert}^ qualilicatiou for eligibility Eligibility to

to office shall ever be required. "*^^'^*^-

Sec. 18. No property or educational qualification Eligibility for

shall ever be required for anj' i)erson to liecome an Electors,

elector.

Sec. 19. There shall be neither slavery nor invol- slavery.

untary servitude in this State, otherwise than in

the punishment of crime whereof the party shall

have been duly convicted.

Sec. 20. The right to withdraw from the Federal Xo right to

Union on account of any real or supposed griev- "7*'^'*','''^"„

ances shall never be assumed l)y this State ; nor nu'union.'^

shall any law be passed in derogation of the para-

mount allegiance of the citizens of this vState to

the government of the United States.

Sec. 21. No public mone}^ or moneys, shall be Public moneys

appropriated for any charitable or other public

institution in this State, making any distinction

among the citizens thereof; Provided, That nothing
herein contained shall be so construed as to pre-

vent the Legislature from appropriating the school

fund in accordance with the article in this Consti-

tution relating to public schools.

Sec. 22. No distinction shall ever be made by No distinction

law between citizens and alien friends in reference between aliens

to possession, enjoyment, or descent of propertj'. '^'^ ''i*'^^"^-

Sec. 23. No religious test as a qualification for No religious

office shall ever be required, and no i)reference shall test asa quah-
iiCtition tor

ever be given l)y law to any religious sect or mode office,

of worship, l)ut the free enjoyment of all religious

sentiments, and the different modes of worship shall

ever be held sacred ; Frocided, The rights hereby
secured shall not be construed to justify acts of

licentiousness injurious to morals, or dangerous to

the peace and safety of the State.

Sec. 24. The right of all citizens to travel upon Right of citi-

all public conveyances shall not be infringed upon, '^eus to travel,

nor in an}' manner abridged in this State. ^
^'

Sec 25. The military shall be in strict subordi- ^^'}i*a7s'.b-
, . . , 1 . •! ordinate to

nation to the civil power. civil power.

Sec 26. Treason against the State shall consist what shall

only in levying war against the same, or in adher- constitute

ing to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort.
''^*^^®""

No person shall be convicted of treason, unless on
the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt

act, or on confession in open court.
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Penalty for

dtielinff.

All persons
shall have
speedy re-

course at lav

^'o person
shall be ap-
pointed or

elected to of-

fice for life.

Right to pros-

ecute, Ac, in

any tribunal.

Si'X'. 27. No person's life shall he periled by the

practice of dueling ; and any person who shall here-

after fight a duel, or assist in the same as second
;

or send, accept, or knowingly carry a challenge

therefor ; or go out of the State to fight a duel,

shall be disqualified from holding any olHce under

this Constitution, and shall forever be disfranchised

in this State.

Sec. 28. All courts shall be open, and every per-

son for an injur}- done him in his lands, goods,

person, or reputation, shall have remedy by due

course of law, and right, and justice administered

without sale, denial, or delay.

Sec. 29. No person shall ever be elected or ap-

pointed to any office in this State for life or during

good behavior, but the term of all offices shall be
for some specified period.

Sec. 30. No person shall be debarred from prose-

cuting or defending any civil cause for or against

him or herself before any tribunal in this State, by
him or herself, or counsel, or both.

So person Sec. 31. No pei'son shall, for any indictable, off'ense

shall be pro- i,e proceeded against criminallj^ by information,

cHmLa!l^by except in cases arising in the land or naval forces,

information, or the militia, when in actual service, or by leave of
the court, for misdemeanor in office ; Provided,
That the Legislature, in cases of petit larceny,

assaults, assault and battery, aff"ray, riot, unlawful
assembl}', drunkenness, vagrancy, and other mis-
demeanors of like character, may dispense with an
inquest of a Grand Jury, and may authorize prose-
cutions before Justices of the Peace, or such other
inferior court or courts, as may be established by
the Legislature, and the proceedings in such cases
shall be regulated by law.

nit hnpafml.
.^^-''.- ''r

'^^^ enumeration of rights in this Con-
stitution "shall not be construed to deny or impair
others retained by and inherent in the people.

ARTICLE IL

KOUNDAKIES OF THE STATE.

Boundaries. The limits and boundaries of the State of Mis-
sissippi shall remain as now established by law.
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ARTICLE III.

DISTRllJUTION OK POWERS.

Section 1. The powers of the governmeiit of the
j3jj.tj.ij3^,tif,n oC

State of Mississippi shall be divided into three dis- powers,

tiiiet departments, aud each of them confided to a

separate Magistracy, to-wit : Those which are

Legislative to one ; those Avhich are Judicial to

another, and those which are Executive to another.

Sec. 2. No person or collection of persons, being Xo person in

one of these departments, shall exercise any power one depart-

properly belonging to either of the others, except ™^" +/° exev-^

in the instances liereinafter expressly directed or tious of an-

permitted. other.

ARTICLE IV.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Section 1. The Legislative power of this State Lg.igia^^j^-g^jg.

shall be vested in the Legislature, which shall con- paftment.

sist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Sec. 2. The House of Representatives shall con- House of Rep-

.sist of members to be chosen, eveiy second year, by resentatives.

the qualified electors of the several counties.

Sec. 3. No person shall be a member ofthe House Qualifications

of Representatives who shall not be an elector under ^* * member of

this Constitution ; and who shall not, at the time

of his election, have an actual residence in the Dis-

trict he may be chosen to represent.

Sec. 4. The Senate shall consist of members to Senate.

be chosen every four years by the qualified electors

of the several districts.

Sec. 5. No person shall be a Senator who shall Qualifications

not have attained the age of twentj^-flve years, who °' Senators.

shall not have been an inhabitant of the State one.

year, and who shallnot have an actual residence iu

the district he may be chosen to represent.

Sec. 6. The political year shall begin on the first Time of meet-

Monday of January, and the Legislature shall meet ™n-

annually on the first Tuesday after the first Mon-
day in January, at the Seat of Government, unless

sooner convened liy the Governor, until altered by
law.

Sec. 7. All general elections shall be by ballot, Mannar and

and shall commence and be holdeii every two years, ^^^^'^ of holding:

on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in fjon"^
November, until altered by law; and the electors in
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Rights of all cases, except in cases of treason, felony and
electors. breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest

diiring their attendance of elections, and in going

to and returning therefrom.

Kiectionof Sec. 8. Election for members of the Legislature
menibers of

j ^^ i^^ j^^^^l -^^ ^}^g several counties and districts as

tare. shall be provided by law.

Governor ^EC. 9. The Governor shall issue writs of election

shall issue to fill sucli vacancies as may occur in either House
writs of elec- ^j ^^^^ Legislature, and the persons thereupon chos-

en shall hold their seats for the unexpired term.

Each House Sec. 10. Each House shall appoint its own officers,

shall elect its and shall judge of the qualifications, returns and
own othcers.

Q]^gg^[o^ Qf jts own members.

President pro Sec. 11. The Senate shall choose a President i^ro

tempore. tenqjore, to act in the absence or disability of the

Lieutenant-Governor.
Quorum. Sec. 12. A majority of each House shall consti-

tute a quorum to do lilisiness ; but a less number
may adjourn from day to day, and compel the

attendance of absent members, in such manner, and
under such penalties as each shall provide.

Neitiier House Sec. 13. Neither Housc shall, without the consent

'^^fi^
^^•'""'^'^ of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor

sent of the to any other place than that in which the two Houses
other. shall be sitting.

Government of Sec. 14. Each House may determine rules of its

each House, q-^^x proceedings, punish its members for disorder^
behavior; and with the concurrence of two-thirds

of the members present, expel a member; but, no
member shall be expelled a second time for the same
offense. They shall each, from time to time, pub-
lish a journal of their proceedings, except such
parts as may in their opinion, require secrecy, and
the yeas and nays on any question shall be entered
on the journal at the request of one-tenth of the
members present; Provided, That the yeas and nays
shall always be entered on the journal, on the pas-
sage of a bill apin-opriating mone}'.

Doors of each Sec. IT). The doors of each House, wheu in ses-

k'!To r!'"".'-°
^^""' *^^' ''^ Gommittee of the Whole, shall be kept

ecpt in'cases'''
•>!""'"' oxccpt iu cascs wliicli may fequire secrecy;

of secrecy. and each Ilouse may punish byline and imprison-
ment any i)erst)n not a member, who shall be guilty
of disresi)ect to the House, l)y any disorderly or con-
temi)tuous behavior in their presence or in anywa}'
disturb their deliberations during the session; but,
such imprisonment shall not extend beyond the
final adjournment of that session.
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Sec. 16. No person liable for public moneys i'ersons iueii-

unaccounted for, shall be eligible to a seat in either
bers'^oflhe"''""

House of the Legislature, or to any office of profit Leo-islature.

or trust, until he shall have accounted for, and paid

over all sums for which he may have l^ecn liable.

Sec. 17. No person shall be eligible to any office Persons ineli-

of profit or trust, nor shall he be permitted to exer- g''jle tootlice.

cise the right of suttrage within this State, who shall

have been convicted of bribery, perjury, or other - ^
infamous crime.

Sec. ^18. Any person who shall have been con- Disqualitica-

victed of giving or offering, directly or indirectly, tions.

any bribe to procure his election or appointment,
and any person who shall give or otter any bribe to

procure the election or appointment of any person
to office, shall, on conviction thereof, be disqualified

from being an elector, or holding any office of profit

or trust, under the laAVS of this State.

Sec. 19. Senators and Representatives shall, in Members priv-

all cases, exce^it treason, felony or breach of the iieged from

peace, be privileged from arrest during the session
^^''^'^'^^

of the Legislature, and for fifteen days before the

commencement and after the termination of each
session.

Sec. 20. The members of the Legislature shall Compensation

severally receive, from the puljlic treasury, compen- of members.

sation for their services, which may be increased or

diminished; but no alteration of such compensa-
tion of members shall take ettect during the session

at which it is made.
Sec. 21. The Legislature shall direct by law in Suits ao:ainst

what courts, and in what manner suits may be *^^ ^tate.

brought against the State.

Sec. 22. The Legislature shall not have power Divorces,

to pass any bill of divorce; but, may prescribe, by
law, the manner in which cases shall he investigated

in the courts of justice, and divorces granted.

Sec. 23. Bills may originate in either House, and Bills—how

be amended or rejected in the other; and e^^'eiy bill
^^.^Jj^^^^^^^

shall be read on three ditterent days in each House,
unless two-thirds of the House where the same is

pending, shall dispense with the rules; and every

bill having passed both Houses, shall be signed by
the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of tlic

House of Representatives, in open session.

Sec. 24. Every bill which has passed both Houses, How bills

shall be presented to the Governor of the State. If
f^^l

'^^'"'"'^

he approves he shall sign it, but if he does not
approve, he shall return it with his objections, to
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the house iu which it originated, who shall enter

the objections at large upon their journal, and pro-

ceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsider-

ation, two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass
the bill, it shall be sent with the objections, to the

other House, by which, likewise, it shall be recon-

sidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that

house, it shall become a law ; bvit in all such cases,

the votes of both Houses shall be determined by
yeas and nays, and the names of the persons vot
ing for or against the bill, shall be entered on the

journal of each House respective!}-. If anv bill

shall not be returned by the Governor within five

days (Sunday excepted) after it has been presented
to him, it shall be a law in like manner as if he had
signed it, unless the Legislature, by adjournment,
prevented its return, in which case it shall be a law
unless sent back within three days after its next
meeting.

Sec. 25. Every order, resolution or vote to which
the concurrence of both Houses may be necessary,

(except on questions of adjournment), shall be pre-

sented to the Governor, and before it shall take

efl'ect, be approved by him, or being disapproved,

shall be repassed by two-thirds of l)oth Houses,
according to the rules of limitation prescribed in

all cases of a bill.

Sec. 26. No money shall be drawn from the Treas-

ury except on appropriation made by law.

Sec. 27. The House of Representatives shall have
the sole power of impeachment, but two-thirds of

all the members present must concur therein. All

impeachments shall be tried by the Senate, and
when sitting for that purpose, the Senators shall be

upon oath or aflirmation to do justice according to

law and evidence.

Sec. 28. The Governor and all other civil othcers

under this State shall be liable to impeachment for

treason, bribery or any high crime or misdcmeanoi-
in office.

Sec. 29. When the Governor shall be tried, the

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall preside,

and no person shall be convicted without the con-

currence of two-thirds of all the Senators present.

Sec. 30. Judgment in such cases shall not extend
further than removal from office, and disqualifica-

tion to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit under
this State ; but the party convicted shall, neverthe-

less, be subject to indictment, trial, judgment and

])unishment according to law.
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Sec. 31. For reasonable cause, which shall not be Removal t.r

sufficient ground of impeaclnnent, the Governor
lUfj^'^''

'"""

shall, on the joint address of two-thirds of each
branch of the Legislature, remove from office the

Judges of the Siii)reme and Inferior Courts ; Pro-
vided, The cause or causes of rcjuoval be spread on
the journal, and the party charged l)e notilied of the

same before the vote is finally taken and decided,

and shall have an op})ortunity to be heard hy him-
self or counsel, or both. f

Sec. 32. The style of the Uuvs of the State shall style of laws

be :
" Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State oi'the state,

of Mississippi.''

Sec. 33. The Legislature shall provide for the TakinKceusus.

enumeration of the whole number of inhabitants,

and of the qualified electors of the State, once in

every ten years ; and the lirst enumeration shall be
ordered at the tirst meeting of the Legislatui'c

under this Constitution.

Sec. 34. The number of Representatives shall at Number of

the several periods of making such enumeration, Kepresenta-

be apportioned among the several counties, or dis-

tricts, according to the number of qualitietl electors

in each, and shall not be less than one Innidred. nor

more than one hundred and twenty.

Sec. 35. The number of Senators shall. upouXumberof
each enumeration made be apportioned according Senators,

to the number of qualified electors in the several

districts, and shall never be less than one-fourth,

nor more than one-third the whole number of Rep-
resentatives.

Sec. 36. The Senators on being convened after Classification

the first election, shall be divided by lot from their "f Senators,

respective Congressional districts into two classes,

as nearly equal as can be, and the seats of the first

class shall be vacated at the expiration of the sec-

ond year.

Sec. 37. The Legislature shall provide for the -'^'-'" counties,

organization of new counties, locating county seats,

and changing county lines ; but no county shall lie

organized, nor the lines of any county changed so

as to include an area of less than four hundred, n<n-

more than six hundred and twenty-fiv£ square miles.

Sec. 38. No Senator or Representative, during pi.squaiitica-

the term for which he was elected, shall be appoi^^-
|j°"^°fr"^','"''

ed to any office of profit under this State, whicli holding

shall have been created, or the emoluments of which office?,

have been increased during the time such Senator

or Representative was in office, except to such offices

as may be filled by an election of the people.
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Section 1. The chief executive power of this

State shall be vested in a Govereor, who shall hold
his office mr four years.

Sec. 2. The Governor shall be elected by the
qualified electors of the State. The returns of
every election for Governor shall be sealed up and
transmitted to the seat of government, directed to

the Secretary of State, who shall deliver them to

the Speaker of the House of Eepresentatives at the
next ensuing session of the Legislature, during the
first week of which session, the said Speaker shall

open, and publish them in presence of both Houses
of the Legislature. The person having the highest
number of votes shall be Governor; but, if two or
more, shall be equal and highest in votes, then one
of them shall be chosen Governor by the joint bal-

lot of both Houses of the Legislature. Contested
elections for Governor shall be determined by both
Houses of the Legislature, in such manner as shall

be prescribed by law.

Sec. 3. The Governor shall be at least thirty

years of age, and shall have been a citizen of the
United States twenty years, shall have resided in

this State two years next preceding the day of his

election.

Sec. 4. He shall receive for his services such
compensation as shall be provided by law.

Sec. 5. He shall be Commander-in-Chief of the

Army and Navy of the State, and of the Militia,

except when they shall be called into the service

of the United States.

Sec. 6. He may require information, in writing,

from the officers in the Executive Department, on
anj'" subject relating to the duties of their respect-

ive offices.

Sec. 7. He«may, in cases of emergency convene
the Legislature at the seat of Government, or at a
(Merent i)laee, if that shall have become danger-
ous from an enemy, or from disease; and in case of

11 disagreement between the two Houses with
respect to time of adjournment, adjourn them to

such time as he shall think proper, not beyond the

day of the next stated meeting of the Legislature.
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Sec. 8. He shjill, from time to timo, give the Lopfis- Information of

lature information of the state of tlie (Government, !1'°
f.''*''''

"'

ancl recommend to tlieir cousideration sncli mcas- ment.

iires as he may deem necessary and expedient.
Sec. 1). It shall l)e his duty to see tliat the laws Kxecution of

ari^ faithfully executed.
'

"le laws.

Sec. 10. In all criminal and penal cases, except I'owur to

in those of treason and imi^eachment, he shall have *^'''i^"^
'''^'

power to grant reprieves and pardons, and remit
fines, and in cases of forfeiture, to stay the collec-

tion until the end of the next session of the Legis-

lature, and to remit forfeitures by and with the con-

sent of the Senate. In eases of treason, he shall

have power to grant reprieves hy and with the con-

sent of the Senate, but, may respite the sentence

until the end of the next session of the Legislature.

Sec. 11. There shall be a seal of the State kept Seal of state,

by the Governor, and used by him officially, and be
called the Great Seal of the State of jMississippi.

Sec. 12. All commissions shall be in the name Commissions,

and by the authority of the State of ^Mississippi, be

sealed with the great seal of State, and signed by
the Governor, and be attested by the Secretary of

State.

Sec. 13. All vacancies not provided for in this Vacancies,

Constitution shall be tilled in such manner as the I'ow filled.

Legislature may prescribe.

Sec. 14. There shall be a Lieutenant-Governor, Lieutenam

who shall be elected at the same time, in the same '-"vernor.

manner, and for the same term, and shall possess

the same qualifications as the Governor.

Sec. 15. He shall, by virtue of his office, be Presi- Privileges of

dent of the Senate. In Committee of the Whole,

he may debate on all questions, and when there is

an equal division in the Senate, or on a joint vote

of both Houses, he shall give the casting vote.

Sec. 16. He shall receive for his services sucli Compensation.

compensation as may lie provided b}' law.

Sec. 17. When the office of Governor shall become Vacancy in

vacant by death or otherwise, the Lieutenant-Gov- the oilice of

ernor shall possess the powers and discharge the
'"^ '-'''"°'"' '^•

duties of said office, and receive the same com-
pensation as the Governor, during the remainder

of the said term. When the Governor shall be

absent from the State, or unable from protracted

illness, to perform the duties of his office, the

Lieutenant-Governor shall discharge the duties of

said office, and receive said compensation until the

Governor be able to resume his duties; but, if from
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Vacancy, &c. disability or otherwise, tlie Lieuteuant-Governor

sliall be incapable of performing said duties ; or if

he be absent from the State, the President of the

Senate ^j?'o iem])ore shall act in his stead, but, if

there be no such President, or if he is disqualified by
like disability, or be absent from the State, then

the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall

assume the office of Governor and perform said

duties, and receive the same compensation as the

Governor, and in case of the inability of the fore-

going officers to discharge the duties of Governor,

the Secretary of State shall convene the Senate to

elect a President pro tempore.

Election con- Sec. 18. In case the election for Lieutenant-Gov-
tested. ernor shall be contested, it shall be decided in the

same manner as that of the Governor.

Secretary of
State.

Sec. 19, The Secretary of State shall be elected

by the qualified electors of the State ; shall be at

least twenty-five years of age, and a citizen of the

State one year next preceding the day of his elec-

tion, and shall continue in oflftce during the term of

four years; he shall keep a correct register of all the

official acts and proceedings of the Governor; and
shall, when required, lay the same and all papers,

minutes, and vouchers relative thereto, before the

Legislature, and shall perform such other duties as

may be required of him by law.

Sec. 20. A State Treasurer and Auditor of Public

Accounts shall be elected by the qualified electors

of the State, who shall hold their offices for the

term of four years, unless sooner removed, and shall

possess the same qualifications as the Secretary of

State; and, together with the last named officer,

shall receive such compensation as may be provided

by law.

County officers Sec. 21. A Sherifi", Coroner, Treasurer, Assessor

and Surveyor, shall be elected in each county by the

(lualified electors thereof, who shall hold their offices

for two years, unless sooner removed.

State Treasu-
rer and Audi-
tor of Public
Accounts.

Tenure of

office.

Sec. 22. All officers named in this article shall

liold their offices during the term for which they

were elected, unless removed by impeachment or

otherwise, and until their successors shall be duly

qualified to enter on the discharge of their separate

duties.
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ARTICLE VI.

JUDICIAin.

Section 1. The judicial i)ower of tlic State shall .iiuliciarv.

be vested in a Supreme Court, and such othei- courts
of law and equity as arc hereafter i)rovid('d I'or in

this Constitution.

Sec. 2. The Supreme Court shall consist of three Supremo
Judges, who shall he appointed by the Governor, tiourt.

by and with the advice and consent of the Senate;
any two of whom, when convened, shall form a
quorum. The Legislature shall divide the Statx;

into three Districts, and the Governor, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint
one Judge for each District.

Sec. o. The office of one of said Judges shall ))c Tenure of

vacated in three j^-ars, one in six j^cars, and one in office.

nine 3'ears, so that at the expiration of every three
years, one of said Judges shall be api)ointe(l as

aforesaid. The term of office of the Judges of the
Supreme Court shall be nine years.

Sec. 4. The Supreme Court shall have no juris- Jurisdiction,

diction Init such as properly belongs to a Supreme
Court.

Sec. 5. All vacancies which may occur in said Vacancie.s—

Court, from death, resignation or removal, shall be ^'°"' ^^^'cd.

tilled by appointment as aforesaid; Provided, how-
ever, That if a vacancy shall occur during the I'ecess

of the Legislature, the Governor shall appoint a
successor, who shall hold his office until the next
meeting of the Legislature.

Sec. 6. No person shall be eligible to the office Qualifications.

of Judge of the Supreme Coui't who shall not have
attained the age of thirty years at the time of his

ai)pointment, and who shall not have l)een for two
years immediately preceding, a citizen of the State.

Sec. 7. The Supreme Court shall be held twice in Titnc ot hold-

each year, at the seat of Government, at such times "'^'•

as the Legislature may prescribe.

Sec. 8. Immediately upon the first appointment Classification,

of Judges, as aforesaid, the Governor, in the pres- '"'."''leter-

1111 ncu
ence of, and with the assistance of the President of

the Senate, and Secretary of State, shall determine,

by lot, which of said Judges shall serve for the term
of three years, and which shall serve for the term
of six 3'ears, and which shall serve for the term of

nine years; and it shall be the duty of the Gov-
ernor to issue commissions accordiuglv.
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Disability of Sec. 9. No judge of said Court shall sit on the
judges to serve

^^^^]^ qJ ^^^ cause where the parties or either of

them, shall be connected with him by afiinity or con-

sauguinit}^, or where he may be interested in the

same, except by the consent of the Judges and of

the parties, and whenever a quorum of said Court
are situated as aforesaid, the Goyernor of the State

shall, in such cases, specially commission two or

more men of law knowledge, for the determination

thereof.

Compensation. Sec. 10. The Judges of said Court shall receiA'e

for their services a compensation to be fixed b}'

law, which shall not be diminished during their con-

tinuance in office.

Judges of Cir- Sec. 11. The Judges of the Circuit Court shall
cuit Courts.

^-,g appointed by the Governor, with the advice and
consent of the Senate, and shall hold their office for

the term of six years.

Qualifications. Sec. 12. No person shall be eligible to the office

of Judge of the Circuit Court, who shall not, at the

time of his appointment, have attained the age of

twenty-six years, and shall have been two years a

citizen of the State.

Division of Sec. 13. The State shall be divided into con-
State, venient judicial districts.

Jurisdiction. Sec. 14. Circuit Courts shall have Original juris-

diction in all matters, civil and criminal, Avithin

this State; but in civil cases, onl}^ when the princi-

pal of the amount in controversy exceeds one hun-

dred and fifty dollars.

When holden Sec. 15. A Circuit Court shall be held at least

and compensa- twice in each year, and the Judges of said Courts
tionof Judges,

j^j^^^. interchange circuits with each other, in such

manner as may be prescribed by law, and shall

receive for their services a compensation to be fixed *

by law, which shall not be diminished during their

continuance in office.

Chancery Sec. 16. Chancery Courts shall be established in

Courts—juris- each county in the State, with full jurisdiction in all
diction.

matters of equity, and of divorce and alimony; in

matters testamentary, and of administration, in

'. minors' business, and allottment of dower, and in

cases of idiocy, lunacy, and persons non compos

mentis.
Districts. Sec. 17. The Legislature shall divide the State

into a convenient number of Chancery Districts,

to be composed of not more than four counties.

Chancellors shall be appointed in the same manner
as the Judges of the Circuit Courts. Their quali-
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ficatioiis shall be regulated l)y law, and they shall Qualifications,

hold their otlice for the term of four years. They Temue of

shall hold a court iu each county- at least four times oHice.

in each year, and shall receive such com]X'nsation Compeusation.

as ma}' be provided hy law.

Sec. 18. The style of all process shall be, " The style of pro-

State of Mississippi," and all prosecutions shall be ceedinnjs.

carried on iu the name, and by the authority of
" The State of Mississippi," and shall conclude
" against the peace and dignity of the same."

Sec. 19. The Clerk of the Supreme Court shall t!lerk of Su-

be appointed by said court, for the term of four ^""^"'^ ^""'*-

years, and the Clerk of the Circuit Court, and the

Clerk of the C^hancery Court shall lie elected by
the qualified voters of their several coimties, and
shall hold their office for the term of four years, and
the Legislature shall provide l)y law, what duties

shall be performed by the Clerks of the Circuit and (-lerks of Cir-

Chancery Courts, diiring vacation, subject to the
|.'",'.'^'^emim'^"'

approval of the court.

Sec. 20. The qualified electors of each county Boards of ^u-

shall elect five persons, by districts, for the term of pen-isors.

two years, who shall constitute a Board of Super-

visors for each count}', a majority of whom may
transact business, which body shall have full juris-

diction over roads, ferries and bridges, and shall

order all county elections, to fill vacancies that may
arise in the offices of their respective counties, and

perform such other duties as shall be provided by
law. The Clerk of the Chan*cery Court of each cierk.

county shall be the Clerk of such Board of Super-

visors.

Sec. 21. No person shall lie eligible as a mem- Quaiitications.

ber of said Board who shall not have resided one

year in the county; luit this (qualification shall not

extend to such new counties as may hereafter be

established, until one year after their organization,

and all vacancies that may occur in said Board shall Vacancies,

be supplied by election as aforesaid, to the unex-

pired term.

Sec. 22. Judges of all the courts of this State, conservators

and all other civil officers, shall, by virtue of their of the peace,

office, be conservators of the peace, and shall be, by

law, vested with ample powers in that respect.

Sec. 23. A comv)etcnt number of Justices of the .justices of the

Peace and Constables shall be chosen in each
j^>^^^^^j^*j|j^

count}-, by the qualified electors thereof, l)y dis- °"*' ^ ^^*

tricts, who shall hold their office for the term of two

years. The jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace
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shall be limited to causes in which the principal of

the amount in controversy shall not exceed the sum
of one hundred and fifty dollars. In all causes

tried b}^ a Justice of the Peace, the right of appeal

shall be secured, under such rules and regulations

as shall be prescribed by law.

Sec. 24. The Legislature shall, from time to time,

establish such other inferior courts as may be neces-

sary, and abolish the same whenever they shall

deem it expedient.

Sec. 25. There shall be an Attorney General,

elected by the qualified electors of the State, and
a competent number ©f District Attornej^s shall be

elected by the qualified electors of the respective

districts, whose term of service shall be four years,

and whose duties and compensation shall be pre-

scribed by law.

Sec. 26. Clerks, Sheriff's, and other county offi-

cers, for willful neglect of duty, or misdemeanor in

office, shall be liable to presentment or indictment

by Grand Jury, and trial by petit jury, and upon
conviction shall be removed from office.

ARTICLE VII.

FRANCHISE.

Elections.

Who are elec-

tors.

Registration.

Oath.

Section 1. All elections by the people shall be by
ballot.

Sec. 2. All malfe inhabitants of this State,

except idiots and insane persons, and Indians not

taxed, citizens of the United States, or naturalized,

twenty-one years old and upwards, who have resided

in this State six months, and in the count}^ one
month next preceding the day of election, at which
said inhabitant offers to vote, and who are duly

registered according to the requirements of Sec-

tion ;') of this Article, and who are not dis-

qualified by reason of any crime, are declared to be

qualified electors.

Sec. 3. The Legislature shall provide, by law,

for the registration of all persons entitled to vote

at any election, and all persons entitkd to register

shall take and subscribe to the following oath or

affirmation

:

"•I, , do solemnly swear

(or affirm), in the presence of Almighty God, that

1 am twenty-one years old, tliat 1 have resided in

this State six months, and in
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county one month, that I -will laithrully support
and obey the Constitution and laws of the United
States, and of the State of Mississippi, and Avili

bear true faith and allegiance to the same, so heli)

me God." ^
Sec. 4. No person shall lie eligible to any olUco Kiigibiliiy to

of profit or trust, or to any olHce iu the militia oT'irtice.

this State, who is not a qualified elector.

[Section 5 expunged.]
Sec. 6. In time of war, insurrection or i-ol)ellion, lii^ht to vote

the right to vote at such place, and in such man- "^'t ^leniLd.

ner as shall be prescribed by law, shall lie enjo_y(Ml

by all persons otherwise entitled thereto, who may
be in the actual military or naval service of the

United States, or this State ; Provided, said votes

be made to apply in the county or precinct wherein
they reside.

aeticlp: VII i.

SCHOOL FUXI), EDUCATION AND SCIENCE.

Section 1. As the stability of a republican form ^jucation-

of government depends mainly upon the intelli-

gence and virtue of the people, it shall 1)e the duty
of the Legislature to encourage, b}' all suitable

means, the promotion of intellectual, scientific,

moral and agricultural improvement, by establish-

ing a uniform S3'stem of free public schools by
taxation or otherwise, for all children between the

ages of (5) five and (21) twenty-one j-ears, and
shall, as soon as practicable, establish schools of

higher grade. *

Sec. 2. There shall be a Superintendent of Pub- Superinteud-

lic Education elected at the same time and in the '^^^^^^]^

Kduca-

same manner as the Governor, who shall have tlie

qualification of the Secretary of State, and hold his

office for four years, and until his successor shall

be elected and qualified, whose duties shall be the

general supervision of the common schools and the

educational interests of the State, and who shall

perform such other duties pertaining to this office,
i^^t'^'* a'"^.

i
, . ,

^ ,. °
1 11 T

'compensation.
and receive such compensation as shall be pre-

scribed by law; he shall report to the Legislature

for its adoption, within twenty days after the open-

ing of its first session, under this Constitution, a

uniform system of free public schools.

Sec. 3. There shall be aBoard of Education, con- Board of Edu-

sisting of the Secretary of State, the Attorney Geu- cation.
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eral and the Superinteuclent of Public Education,
for the management and investment of the school
funds, under the general direction of the Legisla-

ture, and to perform such other duties as jnay be
prescrilj^ by law. The Superintendent and one
other of said Board shall constitute a quorum.

County Super- Sec. 4. There shall be a Superintendent of Pub-
inten ent.

^-^ Education in each county, who shall be appointed

1)y the Board of Education, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate; whose term of office

Power of Leo--
^^^1^ '^6 two years, and whose compensation and

islature. "^ duties shall be prescribed by law ; Provided, That
the Legislature shall have power to make said

office of County School Superintendent of the sev-

eral counties elective, as other county officers are.
^^ij^ies of Sec. 5. A public school or schools, shall be main-

tricts?
^^" tained in each school district at least four months

Penalty of in each year. Any school district neglecting to
neglect. maintain such school or schools,, shall be deprived,

for that year, of its proportion of the income of the

free school fund, and of all funds arising from taxes,

for the support of schools.
School Fund— Sec. 6. There shall be established a common
how Raised, gchool fund wMch shall consist of the proceeds of

the lands now belonging to the State, heretofore

granted by the United States, and of the lands

known as " swamp lands," except the swamp lands

lying and situated on Pearl River, in the counties

of Hancock, Marion, Lawrence, Simpson and
Copiah, and of all lands now or hereafter vested
in the State by escheat or purchase, or forfeiture

for taxes, and the clear proceeds of all fines col-

lected in the several covmties for any breach of the
penal laws, and all moneys received for licenses

granted u'nder the general laws of the State for the

sale of intoxicating liquor, or keeping of dram
shops ; all moneys paid as an equivalent for per-

sons exempt from military dut}^, and the funds
arising from the consolidating of the Congressional

township funds, and the lands belonging thereto,

together with all moneys donated to the State for

How invested, school purposes, which funds shall be securelj^

invested in United States bonds, and remain a per-

])etual fund, which may be increased but not dimin-

ished, the interest of Avhich shall be inviolably

appropriated for the support of free schools.

Poll tax. Sec. 7. The Legislature may levy a i)oll tax, not
to exceed two dollars a head in aid of the school

fij,nd, and for no other purpose.
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Sec. 8. The Legislature shall, as soon as practi- Agricultural

cable, provide for the establishment of an Agri-
^"^leges.

cultural College or Colleges, and shall approprmte
the two hundred and ten thousand acres of land
donated to the State for the sujjport of su#h a C( »1

lege by the act of Congress, i)assed Juh- 2d, A. 1).

1SG5, or the money or scrip, as the case may he, ai'is-

ing from the sale of said lands, or any lands which
may hereafter be granted, or approj^riated for such
purpose.

Sec. 9. No religious sect or sects, shall ever con- Koiiginus sects

trol any part of the school or university funds of
this State.

Sec. 10. The Legislature shall, from time to time, ('oHection of

as may be necessary, provide for the levy and col- '^'^^'^'w^'.

lection of such other taxes as may be required to
"^ °° ^^^'"

properly support the system of free schools herein
adopted. And all school funds shall l)e divided
p7'o rata among the children of school ages.

ARTICLE IX.

MILITIA.

Section 1. All able bodied male citizens of the Who are liable

State, between the ages of eighteen (18) and forty- tomilitiaduty.

five (45) years, shall be liable to military dut}' in

the militia of this State, in such manner as the

Legislature may provide, not incompatible with
this Constitution, and the Constitution and laws
of the United States.

Sec. 2. The Legislature shall provide for the OrK-anizino-

organizing, arming, equipping and discipline of the ^"^^ etiuipmsr

militia, and for paying the same when caljed into

active service.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the first Legisla- .Make the miii-

ture to make such laws as shall be necessary to *''^ eflective.

immediately create an effective militia in this State.

Sec. 4. All otficersof militia, except non-commis- Appointment

sioned otllcers, shall be appointed by the Governor, of officers,

by and with the consent of the Senate, and shall be

chosen for their military knowledge, their experi-

ence in arms, and their fidelity and loyalty; and no iiow removed,

commissioned officer shall be removed from office

except b^' the Senate, on recommendation of the

Governor, stating the grounds on which such

removal is recommended, or by the decision of a

court-martial, ])ursuant to law, or at his own-

request.
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Commander-
in-chief.

Appointment
of Generals.

Adjutant Gen
eral.

Exemption
from arrest.

Sec. 5, The Governor shall be Commander-in-
Chief of the militia, except when it is called into

the service of the United States, and shall have
power to call forth the militia to execute the laws,

repel inHasion, and to suppress riots and insurrec-

tions.

Sec. 6. The Governor shall nominate, and by
and with the consent of the Senate, commission
one Major General for the State, who shall be a
citizen thereof, and also one Brigadier General for

each Congressional District, who shall be a resident

of the district for which he shall be appointed, and
each district shall constitute a Milifcia Divisioh.

Sec. 7. The Adjutant General, and other staff

officers to the Commander-in-Chief, shall be ap-

pointed by the Governor, and their appointment
shall expire with the Governor's term of office.

Sec 8. The militia shall be exempt from arrest

during their attendance on musters, and in going
to and returning from the same, except in case of

treason, felony or breach of the peace.

ARTICLE X.

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS.

Board of Pub-
lic Works.

The Legislature, at its first regular session, after

the adoption of this Constitution, shall provide for

the organization of a Board of Public Works, pre-

scribe its duties, fix the compensation of its mem-
bers, and all officers and emplo3^ees upon public

works in this State.

ARTICLE XL

APPORTIONMENT.

Apportion- SECTION 1. Until the first enumeration, and a new

sentat^v-es'^^'^^'
apportionment shall be made as provided and direct-

ed in this Constitution, the apportionment of Sen-
ators and Representatives among the several coun-
ties and districts in this State, shall be as fol-

lows :

First—The county of Warren five Representa-
tives.

Second—The counties of Hinds aiul Lowndes,
each four Representatives.

Third—The counties of Adams, Carroll, DeSoto,
Holmes, jMadison, Marshall, Monroe, Noxubee,
Washington and Yazoo, each three Representatives.

Number of

Representa
tives.



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 4."}

Fourth— The counties of Attala, Chickasaw. ^'"'"'Ji;!- "*'

Chocta-w, Claiborne, Copiah, Jetlerson, Lafa3'ette, tiveT*'^"
^

Lauderdale, Oktibbeha, Tauola, Pontotoc, Tippah,

Wilkinson, Yalobusha, Tishomingo and Eankiu.

each two Representatives.

Fifth—The counties of Amite, Bolivar, Calhoun,

Clark, Franklin, Issaquena, Itaw^amba, Jasper,

Kemper, Lawrence, Leake, Lee, Pike, Suutlowei-,

Scott, Tallahatchie, Winston, Simpson, Coahoma,
Tunica, Newton, Neshoba, Covington, Wayne,
Smith, Davis, Greene, Jackson, Hancock, Marion,

Harrison and Perry, each one Representative.

SECTION 2 SENATE.

J^/y-5^—The counties of Hancock, Harrison, Jack- Senatorid

son, 3Iaridn, Greene and Perry, shall form the first ^y'^ber'of

district, and elect one Senator. Senators.

Second—The counties of Wilkinson and Amite,

the Second District, and one Senator.

Third—The counties of Pike, Lawrence and Cov-

ington, the Third Distrist, and one Senator.

Fourth—The county of Adams, the Fourth Dis-

trict, and one Senator.

F(fth—The counties of Franklin and Jetlerson,

the Fifth District, and one Senator.

iSixth—The counties 'of Claiborne and Copiah,

the Sixth District, and one Senator.

Seventh—The counties of Warren and Issaquena,

the Seventh District, and two Senators.

Eighth— The counties of Hinds, Rankin and

Simpson, the Eighth District, and two Senators.

jSfiiith—The .counties of Davis, Jaswer, Clark and

Wa^-ne, the Ninth District, and one Senator.

Tenth—The counties of Lauderdale and Kem-
per, the Tenth District, and one Senator.

Eleventh—The counties of Newton, Smith and

Scott, the Eleventh District, and one Senator.

Twelfth—The county of ^Madison, the Twelfth

District, and one Senator.

Thirteenth— The county of Yazoo, tlie Tliir

teenth District, and one Senator.

Fourteenth—The counties of Washington and

Sunflower, the Fourteenth District, and one Sen-

ator.

Fifteenth—The county of Holmes, the Fifteenth

District, and one Senator.

Sixteenth—The counties of Attala, Leake and

Neshoba, the Sixteenth District, and one Senatoi-.
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Senatorial
Districts

—

number of

Senators.

Seventeenth—The county of Noxubee, the Sev-
enteenth District, and one Senator.

Eighteenth—The counties of Lowndes and Oktib-
beha, the Eighteenth District, and two Senators.

Nineteenth—The counties of Choctaw and Win-
ston, the Nineteenth District, and one Senator.

Twentieth—The county of Carroll, the twentieth
District, and one Senator.

Twenty-first—The counties of Calhoun and Yal-
obusha, the Twenty-first District, and one Senator.

Twenty-second—The counties of Chickasaw and
Monroe, the Twenty-second District, and two Sen-
ators.

Twenty-third—The counties of Bolivar, Coahoma
and Tunica, the Twenty-third District, and one Sen-
ator.

Twenty-foxirth—The counties of Panola and Tal-
lahatchie, the Twenty-fourth District, and one Sen-
ator.

Twenty-fifth—The county of DeSoto, the Twen-
ty-fifth District, and one Senator.

Twenty-sixth—The county of Marshall, the Twen-
ty-sixth District, and one Senator.

Twenty-seventh—The counties of Lafayette and
Pontotoc, the Twenty-seventh District, "and one
Senator.

Twenty-eighth—The counties of Tishomingo and
Itawamba, the Twenty-eighth district, and one Sen-
ator.

Twenty-ninth—The counties of Tippah and Lee,
the Twenty-ninth District, and one Senator.

ARTICLE XIL

GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Persons dis-

qualified, etc

Political year. SECTION 1. The political year of the State of
General elec- Mississippi shall commence on the first Monday

of January in each year, and the general election
shall be holden on the first Tuesday succeeding the
first INIonday in November, biennially.

Sec. 2. The Legislature shall pass laws to ex-
clude from office, and from sutlrage, those who shall

hereafter bo convicted of bribery, perjury, forgery,

or other high crimes or misdemeanors; and every
person shall be disqualified from holding any office,

( )r place of honor, profit or trust, under the authority
of this State, who shall be convicted of having given
or ottered any bribe to procure his election or ap-

jwintment.
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Sec. 3. No person who denies the existence of a Snprcme I5e-

Supreme Being shall hold any oflice in tliis State.
'"^'"

Sec. 4. The Legislatnre shall provide, by law, for Trial of poi-

the indictment and trial of persons charged Avith ^""** '" '•'^'t'li"

the commission of any felon}', in any county other
^''^'^^'^'

than that in which the ott'ense was committed, wlien-
ever, owing to prejudice, or any other cause, an im-

partial grand or petit jury cannot be emijanncllcd
in the county in which the ott'ense was committed.

Sec. 5. The credit of the State shall not be credit of the
pledged or loaned in aid of any person, association. State shall net

or corporation; nor shall the State, hereafter, be-
'^'-' ^f^^''^'*^^"

come a stockholder in any corporation or ttsso-

ciation.

Sec. G. The term of office of all county, town- Expiration of

ship, and precinct officers, shall expire within thirty
*f^^"^

^*' "ffi-

da^'s after this Constitution sliall have been rati-
'''^^^'

tied, and the Governor shall, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, thereafter appoint such
officers, whose term of oflice shall continue nntil

the Legislature shall provide, l)y law, for an election

of said oflicers; Provided, The present incumbents To continue

of all county, towmship, district and beat oflices,
""i'ai^e'muUi-

sliall hold their respective oflices until their sue- tied,

cessors arc legally appointed or elected, and duly
qualified.

Sec. 7. In all cases, not otherwise provided lor Le<rislaturfto

in this Constitution, the Legislature may determine I'r,'^^"^^ £?''

nilin'^ oniccs
the mode of tilling- all vacancies in all oflices, and "

shall define their respective powers, and provide

suitable compensation for all oflicers.

Sec. 8. The Legislature, at its first session, sliall v^alc of deiin-

provide, by law, for the sale of all delincpietit lax quent lauds.

lands. The courts shall apply the same liberal

principles in favor of such titles as in sale l)y

execution.

Sec. 9. No laws of a general feature, unless other- When laws

wise provided for, shaltbe enforced until sixt}- days
f^^^^

^^^^ '^^'

after the passage thereof.

Sec 10. It shall be the duty of the Legislature Ued\iction of

to reo'ulate, by law, the cases in which deductions «;ilarics of

shall be made from salaries of public oflicers lor

neglect of duty in their official capacity, and the

amount of said deduction.

Sec. 11. The Legislature, at its first session un- pistrict print-

der this Contitution, shall have authority to desig- '"^*

nate, by law, such loyal paper, or papers, in each

Circuit Court District, as shall publish all legal

advertising, and such official printing as shall be
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required b^^ law, in sncli Circuit Court District,

and fix tlie compensation thereof.

Sec. 12. No corporate body shall, hereafter, l)e

created, renewed, or extended, with the privilege of
making, issuing, or putting in circulation, any
notes, bills, or other paper, or the paper of any
other bank, to circulate as money; and the Legis-

lature shall prohibit, by law, individuals or corpo-
rations from issuing bills, checks, tickets, promis-
sory notes, or other papers, as mone}^ But nothing
herein contained shall be construed as preventing
corjiorations or associations from forming, for such
purposes, under the acts of Congress, for a national

system of banking.
Sec. 13. The property of all corporations for

pecuniary profits, shall be subject to taxation, the
same as that of individuals.

Sec. 14. The Legislature shall not authorize any
count^s city, or town, to become a stockholder in,

or to lend its credit to any company, association,

or corporation, unless two-thirds of the qualified

voters of such county, city, or town, at a special

election, or regular election, to be held therein,

shall assent thereto.

Sec. 15. The Legislature shall never authorize

any lottery, nor shall the sale of lottery tickets be
allowed, nor shall any lottery heretofore authorized,

be permitted to be drawn, or tickets therein to be
sold.

Sec. 1 6. No county shall be denied the right to raise,

by special tax, money sufficient to pay for the build-

ing and repairing of court houses, jails, bridges,

and other necessary conveniences for the peo-
ple of the county; and money thus collected, shall

never be appropriated for any other purpose ; Pro-
ricled, The tax thus levied, shall be a certain per
cent, on all tax levied by the State.

Sec. 17. Liabilities of Banks, Associations, and
other Corporations, shall be secured 1iy legislative

enactments; but in all cases, no stockholder shall

])e individually liable over and above the stock by
him or her owned, unless so specified in the articles

of association or act of incorporation.
Sec. 18. All lands sold in pursuance of decree of

courts or execution, shall be divided into tracts

not to exceed one hundred and sixty acres.

Sec. 19. Returns of all elections b^' the people
shall be made to the Secretary of State, in such
manner as may be prescribed by law.
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Sec. 20. Tuxation shall ))e e(]iuil iiiul unironn ''nit'.uin tu.x-

througliout the State. All property shall be taxed '"'""•

in proportion to its value, to l)i' ascertaiueil as

directed l)y law.

Sec. 21. The State oi" JMississippi shall never Tiic State sliuii

assume nor pay any debt m- obligation contracted
'J''[,^^'']*'

"";^'

in aid of the rebellion, nor shall this State ever in yd in aid of tVe

any maimer claim from the United States, or make rebellion, etc.

any allowance or compensation for slaves emanci-
pated or liberated in any way whatever, since Ihc;

ninth day of January, 1861.

Sec. 22. All persons who have not been married, Liainiity and

but are now living together, cohabiting as husljand
[if'^cerjai'n per-

and wife, shall be taken and held for all purposes sons, etc.

in law, as married, and their children, whether
boi'ii before or after the ratification of this Consti-

tution, shall be legitimate, and the Legislature may,
by law, punish adulter^'- and concubinage.

Sec. 23. There shall be a Commissioner of Im- Commissioner

migration and Agriculture, who shall be ^-'Iceted l)y
''j'l^jj"'^^'^^');^^;.

the Legislature on joint ballot, Avho shall hold his culture,

office for the term of four years, unless sooner

remoA'ed by law.

Sec. 24. The next Legislature shall have power I'owers of the

to repeal statutes of limitation, pass relief, stay, Logislatorc.

injunction, insolvent and homestead laws, and to

pass any and every act deemed necessary for the

relief of debtors, subject onl}- to the restrictions

imposed by the Constitution of the United States.

Sec. 25. Representatives in Congress to fill the Election of

existing vacancies shall be elected at the same time Congressmen,

this Constitution is submitted to the electors of the

State for ratification, and for the full term next

succeeding their election, and thereafter elections

for Representatives in Congress shall be held bien-

nially. The first election shall be held on the first

Tuesday- after the first Monday in November jjre-

ceding the expiration of said full term.

Sec. 26. Members of the Legislature and all Obligation be-

other officers elected or appointed to any otlice in t'oi;c cnterin":

this State shall, before entering upon the dischai'e"

of the duties thereof, take and subscribe the fol-

lowing oath of office

:

OATH OF OFFICE.

I, , do solemnly swear (or oath.

affirm) that I will faithfully support and true alle-

giance bear the Constitution of the United States,
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Oath. and the State of Mississippi, and obey the laws
thereof; that I am not disqualified from holding
office by the Constitution of the United States, or
the State of Mississippi ; that I will faithfully dis-

charge the duties of the office upon which I am
about to enter. So help me God.

Sec. 27. It shall be the duty of the Legislature
to provide b}"- law for the support of institutions
for the education of the deaf, dumb and blind ; and
also, for the treatment and care of the insane.

Sec. '28. The Legislature shall provide Houses of
Refuge for the correction and reformation of juven-
ile offenders.

Sec. 29. The County Boards shall have power
County Boards ^q provide farms as an Asylum for those persons,

who by reason of age, infirmity or other misfor-
tune may have claims upon the sympathy and aid
of society.

Deaf, Dumb,
Blind and In

House of Cor
rection.

Powers of

ARTICLE XIII.

orii>ijVA.ivcEis ^ivi> ecm:i>xj3LiE.

MODE OF REVISING THE CONSTITUTION.

Amendments
to the Consti-
tution—how
submitted.

Whenever two-thirds of each branch of the Leg-
islature shall deem any change, alteration, or
amendment necessary to this Constitution, such
proposed change, alteration or amendment, shall

be read and passed by a two-thirds vote of each
House respectively on each day for three several

days
;
public notice shall then be given by the Sec-

retary of State, at least three months preceding the
next general election, at which the qualified electors

shall vote directly for or against such change,
alteration, or amendment; and if more than one
amendment shall be submitted at one time, they
shall 1)0 submitted in such manner and form, that

the people may vote for, or against each amendment
separately, and if it shall appear that a majority' of
the qualified electors voting for members of the
Legislature shall have voted for the proposed
change, alteration, or amendment, then it shall be
inserted by the next succeeding Legislature as a
part of this Constitution, and not otherwise.

Provided^ That no amendment which ma>' be
made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred
and eighty-five, shall, in any manner, ettect the

eighteenth section of the Bill of Rights.
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SCHEDULE.

Section 1, The Ordinance of Secession of the Annulled.

State of Mississippi, passed Januraiy 0th, 1801, is

hereby declared to be null and void. The present
and all previous Constitutions of the State of
Mississippi, are hereby declared to be repealed
and annulled b}^ this Constitution.

Sec. 2. All laws now in force in this State, not Laws to be

enacted in furtherance of secession and rebellion, continued.

and not repugnant to this Constitution, shall con-

tinue in operation until they shall expire by their

own limitation, or be altered or repealed lij^ the
Legislature, except the hereinafter mentioned laws,

to-wit

:

"An act to change the name of the count}" of Laws repealed.

Jones, and for other purposes,*' approved December
1st, A. D. 1865.

"An act to establish a ferry across the Missis-

sippi river, at Vicksburg," approved Xovcml)cr
29th, A. D. 1865.

" An act to provide for the removal and location

of the Seat of Justice of Scott countv," approved
November 8th, A. D. 1865.

" An act supplemental to an act entitled an act

to provide for the removal and location of the Seat

of Justice of Scott county," approved November
8th, 1865, approved December 1st, A. D. 1865.

Sec. 3. The Legislature shall provide for the re- Provide for re-

moval of causes now pending in the courts of this movalof cau-..

State, to courts created l)y or under this Consti-
certai'n^ccnirl"

tution.

[Sections 4 to 13 inclusive, expunged.]
Sec. 14. The members of the Committee of Five, Committee of

appointed by the Convention, and the Clerk there- ^'ive.

of, shall receive the same compensation as the

members of this Convention.
Sec. 15. If any candidate receiving the highest Certain cases,

number of votes cast cannot take the oath of ollice '^°^^' decided.

prescribed in this Constitution, then, and in that

case, the candidates receiving the next highest

vote shall be entitled to enter upon the duties of

the office, upon taking and subscribing to said

oath.
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Qualifications for aEepresentative. 4
Senate 4
Qualifications for a Senator 4

Time of meeting 4

Manner and time of holding general

elections 4

Election ofmembers of Legislature. 4

Governor to issue writs of election. 4

Each House to elect its officers. ... 4

Senate to elect President x>^'o teiii . . 4

Number to constitute a quorum ... 4
Concurrence for adjournment, etc. 4

Each House to make its own rules. 4

Doors to be kept open, etc 4

Persons ineligible as Legislators . . 4

Persons ineligible to hold office ... 4

Persons disqualified as voters and
office-holders 4

Members privileged from arrest. . 4

Compensation of members of the

Legislature 4

How the State may be sued 4

Legislature not to grant divorces . . 4

How bills shall originate and be

passed 4

How bills shall become laws 4

Concurrent Eesolutions 4

How money shall be drawn from the

Treasury 4

Impeachment, trial, etc 4
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Art. Sec. Page.
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTI^IENT—

Who are liable to impeachment. . . 4 28 30
When the Governor is tried, the

Chief Justice to preside 4 29 30
Extent of judgment in impeach-
ment cases 4 30 30

Removal of Judges from office. ... 4 31 31

Style of laws 4 32 31

Taking census #4 33 31

Apportionment of Representatives 4 34 31

Apportionment of Senators 4 35 31

Classification of Senators 4 36 31

Formation of new counties, etc ... 4 37 31
> Members of Legislature disquali-

fied from holding other office. . . 4 38 31

Contested elections 4 39 32
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT—Governor. 5 1 32

How the Governor shall be elected. 5 2 32

Qualifications for Governor 5 3 32

Compensation of Governor 5 4 32

To be Commander-in-chief 5 5 32

Information from departments ... . 5 6 32

Power to convene the Legislature . . 5 7 32

To give information, etc 5 8 33

Execution of the laws 5 9 33

Power to grant reprieves, etc 5 10 33

To keep Seal of State 5 11 33

Form of Commissions; etc 5 12 33

Vacancies, how filled, etc 5 13 33

Lieutenant Governor, how elected . 5 14 33

To be President of the Senate 5 15 33

Compensation 5 16 33

Who shall act as Governor 5 17 33

Contested election, how decided. . . 5 18 34

Secretary of State, how elected, etc. 5 19 34

Treasurer and Auditor of Public

Accounts .... 5 20 34

County officers, how elected, etc. . . 5 21 34

Tenure of office 5 22 34

JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT-How vested 6 1 35

SUPREME COURT-Number of Judges, etc. (> 2 35

Term of office of Judges 6 3 35

Jurisdiction of Su]n-eme Court.... 6 4 35

How vacancies shall lie filled 6 5 35

Qualifications of Judges (> <> 35

Time of holding Court (> 7 35

How the Judges shall be Qlassiiied. . 6 8 35

Disability to sit in certain cases ... . (> 9 36

Compensation of Judges <> 10 36
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CIRCUIT COURT—Judges to be appointed
Qualifications of Judges
Judicial Districts (

To have .original jurisdiction, ex-

cept in certain cases (>

Number of times to be holden, and
salaries of Judges (l

CHANCERY COURTS—How established, (i

Numlier of Districts, how formed,
how Judges shall be appointed. . (>

Stjde of proceedings (>

Clerks of Supreme, Circuit and
Chancery Courts (J

BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS—How elect-

ed, Clerks of same, etc (i

Qualifications of members of Board (J

Conservators of the peace (>

Justices of the Peace, etc

Inferior courts, hoAV established ... (3

Attorney General and District At-

torneys, how elected (J

Penalties for neglect of dut\' (>

FRANCHISE—All elections to be l\y liallot. 7

Who are electors 7

Registration, how provided for. ... 7

Eligibility to office 7

Rio'ht to vote not to be denied, etc . 7

SCHOOL >UND, EDUCATION AND
SCIENCE—Education, etc 8

Superintendent Puljlic Education. S

Board of Education 8

County Su])erintendents 8

Duties of School Districts 8

Common school fund, how raised . . 8

Poll tax 8

Agricultural Colleges 8

No religious sects shall control any
part of the school fund 8

Collection of additional school tax. 8

MILITIA—Who are liable to militia duty. '.)

Organizing and equipping •.»

To make the militia eflective i)

Appointment of officers, etc

Governor to be Commander-in-chief 9

Appointment of Generals

Adjutant General and staff officers . 'J

Exemjition from arrest ')

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS—Board of

Public Works 10

Jii. ,Scc.
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Art. Sec. Page.

APPORTIONMENT OF STATE—House
of Representatives 11

Senate 11

GENERAL PROVISIONS—When political

year shall commence 12

Laws disqualifying persons, etc . . . 12

Persons who deny a Supreme Beingl2
Trial of persons in certain cases.. .12

Faith of the State not to be pledged.12

Expiration of term of office, etc . . . 12

Mode of filling certain offices 12

Sale of delinquent tax lands 12

All laws, not otherwise provided, etc.l2

Deductions from salaries, etc 12

District printing 12

Prohibiting issue of money 12

Corporations subject to taxation. .12

Lending money to corporations ... 12

No lotteries, etc 12

Right of counties to raise money . . 12

Liabilities of banks and corpora-

tions, and how secured 12

Lands sold by decrees of Courts etc.l2

Returns of elections, etc 12

Uniform system of taxation 12

State shall not pay certain debts. .12

Liability and responsibility of peo-

ple not married living together as

man and wife 12

Commissioner of Immigration and
Agriculture 12

Power of Legislature to repeal cer-

tain statutes 12

Time of electing Congressmen 12

Obligation and oath of office 12

Benevolent Institutions 12

Houses of Correction and Reform . . 12

Powers of Countv Boards 12

MODE OF REVISING CONSTITUTION.. 13

SCHEDULE—Ordinance of secession an-

nulled 13

Laws to be continued in force 13

Laws repealed ; . . 13

Removal of causes, etc 13

Compensation ofCommitte of Five. 13

Who shall be eligible in case of in-

eligibility of persons elected 13 15 49
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