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44 THE CONTEMPORARY REVIEW.

workmen. As an instrument to elevate the masses, it would in itself be
nowerful beyond all others, and at the same time be a handle that would
fit all others. The sorrowfully plentiful lack of culture among the
general body of the people is, however, what we would chiefly wish to
impress upon our readers. The benefits that would flow from its genera}
diffusion must be tolerably self-evident. To make it general would be
a work of time—a work, moreover, in which, as we have said, many
would have to take part. It would be a work the accomplishment of
which would highly repay all who esteem a consciousness of good done
as the highest form of payment for labour given in a great cause—a
work than which few could be more worthy of the attention of those
who, like Ben Adhen, would say, “ Write me as one who loves his
fellow-men.”
TaoMAs WRIGHT.























































































NOTES FROM A4 GERMAN VILLAGE. 73

also due to those changes in comparatively recent times which have
given to the Thuringian peasant that fixity of tenure on fair con-
ditions which is now asked for Ireland. While we can hardly hope
that corresponding changes will at once produce similar contentment in
our sister isle, we may, at least, hope that they will tend in that direction.
If we cannot by legislation undo the effects of centuries of oppression
and debasing religious practices, we may achieve something by honestly
endeavouring to make our land laws and customs in Ireland, and Ing-
land too, similar to those which havc helped to create a contented
peasantry clsewhere.

‘W. STEADMAN ALDIS.






























































































































A SPECULATION ABOUT DREAMING. 115

any gaps between here and there in space, or between now and then in
time,

B. This mode of reasoning will, I fear, find little acceptance with
the majority of thinkers now.

4. 80 do I. At the same time I maintain that this is the way
in which thought ought to be directed. But I have said more than I in-
tended to say when I set out, for my intention was simply to show
that the regal dignity of human nature may shine forth more clearly in
some dreams than it ever does in the waking state,—that a dream like
that which has served as the text for our conversation is highly sig-
nificant in this respect,—that, in fact,

“We are such stuft
As Dreams are made of: and our little life

Is rounded with a Sleep !”
C. B. Raocrirre.






































































































MR. BENCE JONES’ EXPERIENCES IN IRELAND. 149

the rates by opposing a meat dinner on Christmas Day to the paupers;
ud as country gentleman, laying poison for the Cashelmore hounds in
the groves of Lisselane. And when all these circumstances are fairly
cousidered, the public will know whether Mr. Bence Jones’ ““ Boycott-
ing”is due to the “low moral and social state of Ireland,” or whether it
ought not be referred to the same cause which, in the Laureate’s song,
made the gallant crew of English seamen ““ Boycott” the captain.

¢¢ He that only rules by terror
Doeth grievous wrong.
Deep as Hell I count his error.
Let him hear my song.
* ) * Y
Dismal error! fearful slaughter !—
Years have wandered by,
Side by side beneath the water
Crew and Captain lie.
There the sunlit ocean toeses
O’er them mouldering,
And the lonely seabird crosses
With one waft of the wing.”

. Jorn O’Lrary, C.C.
Croxaxrury, June 15, 1881.












































































































BYRON, GOETHE, AND MR. MATTHEW ARNOLD. 185

sickly age. We do not want carefully-constructed poems of mosaic,
self-possessed and self-conscious. Forcc is what we need and what
will heal us. In so far as it is force, it is the true morality, the true
beauty, and the only revelation. It is the magnificent force in Byron
which makes the accusation of affectation and posing, which is brought
against him, so strange. All that is meant by affectation and posing
was a mere surface trick. The real man, Byron, and his poems are
perfectly unconscious, as unconscious as the wind. Therefore he is
infinitely precious. The books which have lived and always will live have
this unconsciousness in them, and what is manufactured, self-centred,
and self-contemplative will perish. The world’s literature is the work
of men, who, to use Byron’s own words—

¢ Strip off this fond and false identity ;"

who are lost in their object, who write becausc they cannot help it,
imperfectly or perfectly, as the case may be, and who do not sit down
to fit in this thing and that thing from a commonplace book. Many
novelists there are who know their art better than Charlotte Brontg,
but she, like Byron,—aud there are more points of resemblance between
them than might at first be supposed,—is imperishable because she speaks
under overwhelming pressure, self-annihilated, we may say, while the
spirit breathes through her. The Byron “ vogue” will never pass so-
long as men and women are mcn. and women. Mr. Arnold and the
critics may remind us of his imperfections of form, but they are
nothing more than the flaws of a mountain, and Goethe will be right
after all, for not since Shakespearc have we had any one der ikm zu -
vergleichen wire.

W. Hate Whirte..
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228 " THE CONTEMPORARY REVIEW.

and Lao-tzse, Buddha and Mohammed, are among the elect.few that
have worked mightiest changes in the heart and history of the world,
and have worked them in and through religion. Were they taken out
of the past, the present could not be what it js—man would be
immensely poorer aud less civilized tban he is. But Mr. Spencer has
no word of recognition for the men—they are not friendly to his
evolution, and his revenge is to ignore their very existence. In seeking
for the fragments and signs of savage dreams and deifications in their
religions, he forgets all about the men. To give an account of
Evolution, and yet forget its most potent factor, is not science—it is
ill-imagined fiction. The system that does not know what our supreme
religious personalities signify to religion, does not know what religion
signifies to man, and so, while it may represent a passing phase of
" speculation, when a philosophy of Nature has for the moment attempted
to become a philosophy of man, yet it can never belong to the systems
that stand among the eternal possessions of the spirit, attempts, almost
too glorious to be successful, to read the mysteries of being, to spell
out the meaning of the secret hidden by Nature, yet searched for so
anxiously and unweariedly by mind.
A. M. Fa1rBAIRN.































































































































































REFORMS UNDER MUSSULMAN RULE. 281

The Ottoman Empire is clearly doomed. The question for statesmen
to consider is, whether the end shall come in a sudden crash, or slowly,
through the gradual emancipation and political discipline of the subject
populations. In the former case, there will be a hurried scramble
over the spoils, leading, not improbably, to a gencral war. In the latter,
the subject races themselves may quietly and, by degrees, take posses-
sion of the inheritance, as has been done in the provinces already
liberated. 'Those, then, who desire to maintain, as long as possible, the
material fabric of the Ottoman Empire, should be the first to advocate
the gradual extension of semi-independent local administrative Govern-
ments, paying tribute to the Sultan, but managing their own affairs. But
this can never be accomplished except by coercion through some, or all,
of the Great Powers.

Marcorm MacCoLr.
Fastern Christians and the union of the English and Eastern Churches. My belief is that
the emancipation of the Eastern Christians, if it have any effect at all, is calculated to retard

rather than g:mote any such union. At all events, my opinions on the Eastern Question
have never been influenced in the very slightest degree by any such considerations.
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398 THE CONTEMPORARY REVIEW.

knows, are carrying a very heavy load of mortgage debt, while their value
has been reduced of late some twenty or thirty per cent., chiefly by
emigration to the West. At the same time the taxes have been greatly
increased. We had the other day a movement in favour of what is
called a National Currency—that is, a large issue of inconvertible paper
money—which was strong enough to receive the amatory attentions of a
considerable number of politicians; and even of organs of the Government.
It was checked, not so much by argument, though those of us who were
true to hard money of course did our best in that way, as by a run of
good harvests and a revival of commercial activity. Let there come a
couple of bad harvests, with perhaps a commercial relapse, and no one
will undertake to say that National Currency will not sweep the country
at the next election as the National Policy did at the last. Monetary
fallacies have misled honest men. To the mind of a farmer overloaded
with mortgage debts and taxes, they may find too easy an access.
Once more, then, let the British investor in Canadian securities be
careful how he runs Canada deeper into debt, or compromises her
commercial prosperity for the purposes of Imperial Policy.

GoLpwIN SMITH.











































































WATER TALES. 423

Oannes. But considering the great confusion of populations in the
early history of Babylonia, as testified to by Berosos, a blending of
Oann with Assur blood would not be unlikely. The very faces of
some early Assyrian kings seem rather to confirm this surmise.

I have been led to the search for an Indian divine name connected with
the Germanic Vaenir by a passage from Finn Magnusson.* I now
believe I have found such relation between the Vana circle of deities
and the Malabar names of Brahma—even as there is, to my mind, no
doubt about the kinship between the Aesir and the Asuras. The great
Aryan God, in Malabar theology, appears as a Vanor Ruler. 8o this -
Vana word has, in a divine sense, been in use among Vanor-adoring
Hindoo, Wanen- or Vaenir-worshipping Teutons, and probably also
among those devoted in classic times to the Venus cult, as well as among
the Oann-taught races of early Babylonia.

Thus Shetlandic, Icelandic, Scandinavian, and German words and
ideas of worship lead in a twofold way, by strange threads of con-
nection, into distant Asia, back to cult-forms of incalculable antiquity.

Karr Brinp.

* Vana Indis dicitur coelum aéreum (teste Paulino a St. Bartholomaeo, Musei Borg.
ocod. M8, p. 52), et specialiter Tamulice vanam, ex observatione doctissimi nostri Fuglsangii
mihi benevole communicata.























































































452 THE CONTEMPORARY REVIEW.

rather than of Governor of the colony, that under the system of “respon-
sible government” his voice is heard, or his influence felt. He has no-
real power. His instructions from home, whatever they may be, must
in all cascs, except the bare form of reserving a Colonial Bill for the
Royal Assent, give way to the vote of his Parliament, as conveyed to
him through his responsible executive. How long this critically-devised
systcm may last, must depend very much on the mutual forbearance of
all who have to carry it out. The position of a constitutional monarch
presents no parallel to that of a colonial governor in a free dependency.
Both may, indeed, be equally powerless, but the viceroy is subject to
trammels and conditions from which his suzerain is free. In New
Zealand, for instance, vast questions are practically removed from his.
cognisance, on the right solution of which the well-being, if not the
safety, of the colony may depend.

Such, however, are the irrevocable conditions under which the
administration of all our free colonies is placed. And there are,
perhaps, few communities owing allegiance to our Queen which are by
their personal and natural advantages better calculated to weather any
futurc political storms they may be called on to encounter, than the
colony which has been christened the “ Britain of the South.”

ArTHUR MiLLs.















































































































MR. BENCE JONES’ ANSWER EXAMINED. 489

aims, I have only to say that if he chooses to pose in ridiculous
les that is his own affair. I have examined every statement in his
deserving of notice. Lord Macaulay tells us that there are two
s of authors—those who read extensively on a certain subject
se they intend to write on it, and those who write about a certain
:t because they have read extensively on it. So, too, it may be
hat some persons give an answer because they have an answer to
and others give an answer because they are expected to give it.
now from the opening passage of his reply that Mr. Bence Jones
laced himself in the latter category, and it is for the unbiassed
r to say with what result?
JorN O’LEary.



















































506 THE CONTEMPORARY REVIEW.

a wish, slight but real, to return to life. But the declaration,sts
time when death was very near, “I am satisfied,” might seem (if it be
possible to dwell on death-bed utterances without exaggeration)s
foretaste of that review which was so soon to be granted him from
a higher station. It was not this poor life which satisfied him. I
was the hope, larger than all his happy memories, the common posser
sion of which reduces to insignificance the interval between a life of
defeat and failure, and one so blest as his.
Juria 'Wepewoon.

















































































THE INDUSTRIAL TYPE OF SOCIETY. 533

authority, by resistance to irresponsible power, there has been shown a
strengthening assertion of individuality, there has accompanied it a
growing regard for the individualities of others, as implied by the
diminution of aggressions upon them and the multiplication of efforts
for their welfare.

To prevent misapprehension, it seems needful, before closing, to
explain that these traits are to be regarded less as the immediate
results of industrialism than as the remote results of non-militancy.
Tt is not so much that a social life passed in peaceful occupations is
positively moralizing, as that a social life occupied in war is positively
demoralizing. Sacrifice of others to self is in the one incidental only ;
while in the other it is necessary. Such aggressive egoism as accom-
panies the industrial life is extrinsic ; whereas the aggressive egoism of
the militant life is intrinsic. Though very generally unsympathetic,
the exchange of services under agreement is now, to a considerable
extent, and may be wholly, carried on with a due regard to thc claims
of others—may be constantly accompanied by a sense of benefit given
as well as benefit received ; but the slaying of antagonists, the burning
of their houses, the appropriation of their territory, cannot but be
accompanied by vivid consciousness of injury done them, and a conse-
quent brutalizing effect on the feelings—an effect wrought, not on
soldiers only, but on those who employ them and contemplate their
deeds with pleasure. This last form of social life, therefore, inevitably
deadens the sympathies and generates a state of mind which prompts
crimes of trespass; while the first form, allowing the sympathies free
play, if it does not directly exercise them, favours the growth of
altruistic sentiments and the resulting virtues.

HERBERT SPENCER.






















































































































































































































































THE CARRYING-TRADE OF THE WORLD. 615

money, or making an insignificant profit ; but, if that were the case, our
merchant navy would not go on expanding, as it does, every year.

In conclusion, let me be permitted to recapitulate the points which
the English people should impress upon its mind, viz.—

1. That the increase of carrying-trade has been beneficial to mankind,
and has been mainly promoted by Great Britain.

2. That steamers have 5 times the cartying-power, and 7 times less
risk than sailing-vessels.

3. That British preponderance on sea increases every year, and that
the ship-building trade is mainly in our hands.

4. That British sailors carry most merchandise per man, and that
we can work cheaper than any other flag.

5. That maritime disasters are relatively diminishing every year,
and that the ratio of British vessels lost is much below the geueral
average.

These are facts almost unknown in England, although cverything
regarding this subject ought to be duly appreciated, for there are few
things that ought to give us greater satisfaction than the knowledge
that we possess the greatest merchant-navy that the world has yet
seen, and that its power and efficiency, increasing year by year, are
a lively emblem of the commerce, wealth, and far-extending influence
of Britain.

M. G. MuLHALL.









































































































650 THE CONTEMPORARY REVIEW.

thrown down the gauge of battle, and it was taken up with vigour, and
has produced results which must have considerably astonished Mr.
Conkling and his partisans. The illustrious victim at the White House
is committed to a policy of reform; and the defeat of Mr. Conkling
shows that the President, if his life should happily be spared, will receive
the enthusiastic support of the Republican party. But whether Presi-
dent Garfield lives or succumbs to the murderous attack of -the office-
seeking assassin, but one course is open to American citizens—rviz., to
destroy a system which has done its best to strangle the Repubiic.
Their conscience is now aroused ;by a dastardly crime, and §t is for
their leading reformers to strike home with the vigour which an ener-
getic republic inspires. oo
WiLLiay CrLaRke.



























































































































































































































































































































RAILWAY REVOLUTIONS. 755

cities and ports together by links of iron. The physician will soon be
ordering his patient a change of air in the ancient Garden of Eden,
or a fishing trip to the Euphrates. An acquaintance may give point to
his after-dinner conversation by reciting an adventure he had the other
day &s he was on an excursion about such a degree of longitude. The
valetudinarian may live, like the swallow, in perpetual summer. We
shall all increasingly sympathize with the saying of Burton concern-
ing the traveller: ‘ He took great content, exceeding delight, in that
his voyage. And who doth not, who shall attempt the like? For
peregrination charms our senses with such unspeakable and sweet
variety, that some count him unhappy who never travelled, a kind of
prisoner, and pity his case, that from his cradle to his old age, he
beholds the same : still, still, still the same, the same !”’

Such are the “ Railway Revolutions ” already accomplished, or in
course of evolution.

FrepERICK 8. WiLL1aMs.
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Coxxencz or Tuz Wosip (Merchandise ouly, no Gold or Siver).

Assusl in million £
sversge, in
e ey,
1861-1870. 1871-1880.
PR Ay PRl ey
Imports. Exports. Imports.

Exports.
United Kingdom 223 166 oo 314 220
Indis . . . . 29 22 - 87 60 -
Australis ., . , 29 19 ver 40 34
Cansds . . . 16 18 oo 18 15
West Indies . , 7 7 coe 7 8
Other Colonies . 15 16 25 23

360

British Empire . 319 278 .. 441

United States . 49 36 99 112 oo
Brazil . . . . 14 15 17 21 ooe
Spanish America 39 86 42 45 oor

America . . . 102 87 . 158 178

France. . . . 109 110 .. 156 139 ...
Germany. . . 100 67 174 127 oee
Rusia, . . . 27 28 .. 49 48 ...

eo'mn—-cSoo o| XX g'aeu@ez}i{

Austrian . . . 80 85 57 50 ..

Italy . . . . 8 26 47 4 ..,
Spainand Portugal 22 16 25 24 ..
Belgium . . . 80 24 .. 56 44 ...

Holland . . . 82 26 68 48 13
Scandinavis . . 17 16 .. 8 26 53
Greece, Turkey, &c. 18 22 17 16 0
Continent. . . 421 869 679 561 85
Egypt. . . . 7 18 5 13 0
China . ., . . 22 20 e 28 22 13
Java . . . . 5 9 9 16 0
Japan . . . . 2 3 6 5 0
TheKast . . . 86 50 43 % _0

o m;;l opcelo|moocococce|n| cne ol c@_eeuo}i{

‘The World . . 878 779 e 1321 1135 vos 132
The difference of value in imports over exports was 13:75 per cent.
in the twenty years.
2ND,—DEcLINE oF Gorp AND SiLvEr MoNEy.

Although commerce rose 48 per cent. in the second decade as com-
pared with the first, the shipment of precious metals over sea declined
by one-fourth, between the term ending 1870 and the year 1880 : —

Annuoal average, millions sterling.

1861-70. 1871-80. Year 1850.
Gold movement. . . . 51 .- 50} - 42
Silver S 1 40 28

Totl . . . . .9 . 90} .. 70
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per cent. It is foolish, if not criminal, for people to go about with

lamentations for the decline of English industry in view of the facts
which the following table places before the eyes of all :—

INCREASE OoF BRITISH EXPORTS.’
] Average Annnal Exportation.
Decade ending, 1870. Decade ending, 1880.

Year 1880.
Coal, tons 9,600,000 ... 15,050,000 ... 19,070,000
Iron , . 1,760,000 ... 2,780,000 .. 8,710,000
Steel, cwts. . . 880,000 980,000 1,680,000
Copper, tons . 36,000 ... 48,000 . 52,000
Sugar ,, . 12,800 ... 45,000 ... 48,000
Leather ,, 8,200 8,600 ... 7,400
Soap ,-. . . . . 9,000 18,500 ... 19,600
Cotton cloth, million yards 2,400 ... 3,700 ... 4,490
Woollen ,, ” ” 255 .. ! 302 ... 263
Jute , o, 30 . 115 .. 183
Linen ,, ” ” 203 190 ... 165
Silk » ” ” 3 .. 43 .. 6}
Books,tons . . . . . 2,150 ... 4,100 ... 5,000
Porcelain, value . £1,500,000 1,800,000 ... 2,100,000
Machinery ,, . £4,700,000 8,000,000 ... 9,800,000

In the preceding pages I have endeavoured to point out with as few
figures as possible the precise growth of commerce, the relative disuse
of the precious metals, the absurdity of supposing that we are on the
eve of a disastrous gold-famine, the fall in prices which has occurred
since 1870, the increased production of the earth as shown by the bulk
of merchandise exchanged, and the rising scale of industry in this great

nation.

M. G. MuLRrALL.
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of Christ” (Disc. xiv.), treating of the miracles of the Gospel, and
especially of those which gave sight to the blind and hearing to the
deaf, writes: “ The miracles were wholly an effect of Divine Povwer,
for Nature did not at all co-operate; or that I may use the elegant
expression of Dante, it was such '
¢A cui Natura
Non scaldo ferro nai, né batte ancude—'

for which Nature did never heat the iron or beat the anvil.”

In the literature which followed on the Restoration, however, the
form of Dante drops into the back-ground. Quotations or allusions
are few and far between; and he is, for the most part, conspicuous by
his absence. Perhaps the most striking illustration of that absence is
to be found in the fact that Addison, in his “ Notes on Italy,” travels
through Ravenna and Florence, and does not seem to have bestowed even
a passing thought on the great poet who was born in the one city and
buried in the other.

E. H. PLuMeptrE.




































876 THE CONTEMPORARY REVIEW.

admitted value, in one way, to insist that the theory of existence is given
in the evolution of human thought; for that is to emphasize the fact
that all existence open to observation can be interpreted in harmony
with the conditions of our intelligence. Not only are our senses adapted
for affording us knowledge of an outer world, but our rational processes
arc adequate to the task of giving a scientific account of the world with
which, as observers and thinkers, we are brought into contact. But it
is of comparatively little philosophic value in other respects to concen-
trate on the evolution of human thought as the key to all existence, for
this only raises the further problem, how is human thought capable of
this? Until we have pressed this question, and constructed a scheme
embraeing all that must be faced in such inquiry, we have not a
philosophy. And if this question be a reasonable and necessary one,
the insufficiency of mere dialectic is proved.
H. Cavperwoon.
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But if it be true of him who is confessedly the greatest of poets, that
his poetry is not a criticism of life, but a representation of it, does it
not raise a very strong presumption, to say the least of it, that poetry
is not mainly a criticism of life; that the relative greatness of poets
cannot properly be made to depend upon the truth and healthiness
with which they have criticized life, even if we could agree what isa
true and healthy criticism of life ; and, finally, that in proportion asa
poet occupies himself in his poetry with a definite and consistent
criticism of life, to that extent he fetters his chance of being a grea
poet ?

Here, perhaps, we had better pause. In another and concluding
paper I will endeavour to show what sort of representation of life
poetry is. In pursuing that investigation we shall perhaps provide our-
selves with certain critical canons, raised above the bias of individual
taste or the prevailing spirit of any current age, by referring to which
we may ascertain with sufficient fairness and tolerable accuracy the rank
of any particular writer in the poetic hierarchy.

ALFRED ACUSTIN.
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some other quarter, the Italians will not take advantage of the situation.
And, on the other hand, Italy can spare, in the event of a French aggres-
sion, all her forces in the Valley of Aosta, being fully reassured with
regard to the intentions of Austria. But a nation situated as Italy is,
has no reason to fear isolation. Nay, under certain circumstances,
momentary isolation may prove more advantageous than alliances which
compromise a nation’s liberty of action. The Austro-Italian Alliance
was a political necessity, and it is only too natural that its solemn con-
firmation at Vienna should have been welcomed by the peoples of the
two countries with demonstrations of joy. But, while Italy will stand
still, the advance of Austria eastward may be followed by the advance of
German influence and preponderance on the way to Vienna. Italy will
not wait to see the Germans at Trieste, to perceive that the policy traced
by Count Cavour has been disgracefully obliterated by the statesmen
who, in Italy, pretended to be his disciples and followers.
RoBERTO STUART.
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