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Foreword 

The Meaning of Pentecost for Today 

Was Pentecost the birthday of the Christian 
Church ? When did the Church begin ? ‘ 'On the 
night of the Nativity,” someone answers, 
1 'when the Head of the Church lay as a little 
child in his mother’s arms, held close to her 
believing heart.” "No,” is another answer, 
‘‘but when at his baptism the voice of God 
set the seal of God on the mission of his 
Son, for, as John the Baptist bore witness, 
‘I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove 
out of heaven and it abode upon him, and I 
knew him not, but he that sent me to baptize 
in water, he said unto me, Upon whomsoever 
thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abid¬ 
ing upon him, the same is he that baptizeth 
in the Holy Spirit. And 1 have seen and have 
borne witness that this is the Son of God. 
“No,” a third answers, “the Church began 
when Jesus called his first disciples and they 
left all and followed him.” “Not then, a 
fourth answers, ‘‘but later, when the meaning 
of following became clear to the disciples 
and they realized who it was they were fol¬ 
lowing, and Simon Peter made his great con¬ 
fession.” “No,” says still another, “it was in 
the Upper Room when the Lord’s Supper was 
instituted and Judas went out and the New 
Commandment was given.” “Not so, still 
another replies, “if that had been all, there 
would have been no Christian Church. The 
Church began with the Resurrection. Easter 
was its birthday.” 

Yes, these were all beginnings, but their 
consummation was on Pentecost when the 



promise of the Holy Spirit was fulfilled. If 
then, Pentecost may truthfully be taken as the 
day when the Church, under her Risen and 
Ascended Lord, receiving the power of the 
.Spirit, began her distinctive life and work, 
what were some of her birth marks? 

1. The first was unity. "When the day of 
Pentecost was fully come they were all with 
one accord in one place.” The Christian 
Church began at the very goal which we are 
seeking to attain. The disciples were of one 
accord and so small a body was able to be all 
together. At one place, in one house. What 
was their common accord and what was the 
nature of their unity? The answer is clear. 
Their common accord was their full accep¬ 
tance of the Lordship of Christ and the sub¬ 
jection, or in better words, the elevation of 
their mind to the mind of Christ. And their 
unity was not a spiritual unity only. It was 
that indeed, and would have been no unity at 
all otherwise. But it was also a visible, per¬ 
ceptible, bodily union, presenting the evi¬ 
dence of the reality of an organic society, 
with an identical domicile, — one mind, one 
accord, one place. It must be so on the oc¬ 
casion of a birth. 

What the Church was in this respect on this 
first day we seek to become again today. No 
confusion of words must be allowed to ob¬ 
scure or to reduce the original Christian idea 
and experience. What this was, the New 
Testament makes unmistakably clear. Our 
Lord speaks: "A New Commandment I give 
unto you, that ye love one another; As I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another. By 
this shall all men know that ye are my dis¬ 
ciples, if ye have love one to another.” "I 
pray that they all may be one, as thou Father, 
art in me and I in thee, that they also may be 



in us.” And Paul speaks, “By one Spirit 

are we all baptized into one body . . . and 

have been all made to drink into one Spirit. ’' 

"We being many are one body in Christ and 

every one members one of another. ’ ’ And John 

speaks: "Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 

the Christ is born of God: and everyone that 

loveth him that begat loveth him also that 

is begotten of him.” And Peter, who was 

spokesman for the Church on Pentecost, 

speaks to it still: "Seeing ye have purified 

your souls in obeying the truth through the 

Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see 

that ye love one another with a pure heart 

fervently. ’' These were the marks with which 

the Church was born. She was meant to bear 

her birthmarks to her earthly end and beyond. 

2. To this little Church in its unity, in 

accordance with Jesus’ promise, the Holy 

Spirit came. He came as Light, "Like as a 

fire.” Christ had come to be the light of the 

world. (John 8:12) and to cast fire on the earth 

(Luke 12:49.) So as light and fire his Spirit 

came. He came as Power; as Jesus had prom¬ 

ised, “Ye shall receive power when the 

Holy Spirit is come upon you.” (Acts 1:8.) 

This in the most vivid way was clearly Peter’s 

experience. A. few days before, a servant girl’s 

curiosity had intimidated him and he had 

denied Christ and feared to walk with him to 

Calvary, or to be seen near the cross. Another 

and different Simon had to bear the Savior’s 

burden. But now by the coming of the Holy 

Spirit Peter is a new man, afraid of nothing, 

neither of Jewish authorities nor of Rome, 

nor of any mob. (Acts 4:7-13-) To him, as to 

Paul, God gave the Spirit, "not of fear but of 

power and of love and of a sound mind.” 

(II Tim. 1:7.) The Holy Spirit came as Memory. 

This was one of the major purposes of his 



coming. “The Spirit of Truth which pro¬ 
ceeded from the Father, he shall testify of 

(John 15:26) “And ye also shall bear 
witness.’’ And so it was. By the Holy Spirit 
“with great power gave the apostles witness 
of the resurrection;” (Acts 4:33) and of what 
they had heard Jesus say and had seen him do. 
This is the Spirit’s perpetual function. “The 
Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have,said unto you.” (John 14:26.) And the 
Spirit came not as Light and Poiver and 
Memory only but also as Preparation of the 
Church for her world mission in accordance 
with the Lord's last recorded words to his 
disciples; Ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8.) 

^ 3. Accordingly, the first manifestation of 
the coming of the Spirit was a great outburst 
of what today we call evangelism. “They 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit arid began 
to speak. . .” (Acts 2:4) and what they spoke 
was “the wonderful works of God.” (Acts 
2:11.) And Peter as chief spokesman poured 
forth the story of Christ and his death and 
resurrection and called those who heard him 
to immediate decision, with an immediate 
and amazing response. When opposition and 
hostility developed, Peter and his associates 
were not coerced. The high priest’s servant 
girl had silenced Peter once but not the high 
priest himself nor all the Sanhedrin could 
silence him now. The new Spirit was a Spirit 
of tireless and unfearing evangelism. “And 
they departed from the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy 



to suffer shame for his name. And daily in the 
temple, and in every house, they ceased not to 
teach and preach Jesus Christ. (Acts 5.41, 
42.) And when Stephen’s martyrdom scattered 
the Church “they that were scattered abroad, 
went everywhere preaching the woid. 

(Acts 8:4.) , , c . • 
4. And what was the word which the opint 

of Pentecost gave the Church to preach? It 
was the word of the truth of the Gospel 
(Col. 1:5), the word of faith, (Rom. 10:8), 
the word of reconciliation (II Cor. 5:19), 
the word of life (I John 1:1), the word of 
Christ. (Col. 3:16.) In one word it was Christ. 
Christ was the word, and the word which tiie 
early Church preached was Christ (II Cor. 
4 5- Col. 1:28), and pre-eminently Christ 
crucified (I Cor. 1:23) and risen; not crucified 
only, but risen. (I Cor. 15:14.) The Resurrec¬ 
tion was the dominant note in Peter s Pente¬ 
cost sermon: Whom God raised up, as 
David had foretold (Acts 2:24, 27), who 
“spake of the Resurrection of Christ.’ (Acts 
2:31.) It was the dominant note of all the life 
and preaching that sprang from Pentecost. 
(Acts 3:15, 26; 4:2, 10; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30, 33, 
34; 17:18, 31; 23:6; 24:15, 21.) And our preach¬ 
ing today, if it would be true to Pentecost, 
must be the preaching of Christ and the Resur¬ 
rection. The message of Christianity will 
recover the evangelism and the evangelicalism 
of Pentecost when it is reconstructed around 
the central Person and principle of the Risen 
Christ and Living Lord. 

5. There were two other significant notes 
of Pentecost: community and universalism. (a) 
The symbol of the Spirit, a tongue of fire 
“sat upon each of them and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts. 2:3, 4.) 
There were no degrees of consecration or 



privilege. Every disciple entered into the 
great experience and shared in the evangelistic 
mission. “The office of teaching and preach¬ 
ing the gospel," wrote a notable minister of 
the Church of England, Frederick Myers, be¬ 
longs, "not to the clergy only, but to every 
member of the Church, for a dispensation of 
the gospel is committed to every Christian 
and woe unto him if he preach not the gospel. ’ ’ 
The command to evangelize the world was 
not given by our Lord to apostles only or to 
those by whom the apostles might be claimed 
centuries later to have commissioned for such 
work. "Every disciple,” as Dr. A. J. Gordon 
used to say, "was an evangelist.” Every mem¬ 
ber of the Church of Pentecost felt the joy 
and power of the Spirit and had part in the 
evangelistic mission of the Church. Here were 
full community of life and duty, and for a 
season at least there was a glad and just com¬ 
munity of possessions, of which at first, 
though not for long (II Thess. 3 TO), no one 
took unworthy advantage; (Acts 2:44, 45-) 

6. The universalism of the Gospel was 
stamped on the Pentecost experience. The 
Spirit came to equip the Church to bear her 
witness to the nations, to the uttermost part 
of the earth. (Luke 24:48, 49; Acts 1:8.) And 
lo, there were in Jerusalem that very day 
"men from every nation under heaven.” 
(Acts 2:4.) And forthwith, ere long, the 
Church went forth into all the world. And as 
she went the Lord went with her, according to 
his promise: "Go ye and make disciples of all 
the nations and lo, I am with you alway.” 
The Lord and his Spirit were with a moving 
Church at the beginning, and today the 
Church that would know the presence and 
power of the Spirit of Pentecost must accept 
and undertake her mission. 



Monday, April 7 

1. The Love of the Spirit 

J beseech you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me 
in your prayers to God for me, Romans 15:30* 

“The love of God” and the love of Christ 
are familiar phrases occurring often in the 
New Testament and filling a large place in 
Christian life and thought. But the love of 
the Spirit’ ’ is a phrase which occurs only once. 
Yet surely it belongs with the two others. 
But what is its meaning? Does it refer to the 
Holy Spirit’s love, or to our love of the Holy 
Spirit, or to the love of our fellow men which 
the Holy Spirit produces in us? “The love of 
God” may mean God’s love for us, or our love 
for God, or God’s love in us making us love 
others. And so also the love of Christ. Is 
not "the love of the Spirit” to be interpreted 
in the same rich way? It means the Holy 
Spirit’s love of us. What but such love could 
make him willing to make his abode in us, 
enduring our unworthiness and impurity and 
patiently working his transformation in us? it 
means our love of the Spirit, our preference for 
the Spirit as against the flesh, our wrestling 
against all “spiritual wickedness," our de¬ 
siring “spiritual gifts.” And it means that 
love in human relations which is the fruit of 
the Spirit. There can be no separating of the 
Holy Spirit from love, or love from the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit is the medium and channel 
of love, of God’s love of man, of man s love 
of God, or man’s love of man. 
“Spirit of God, descend upon my heart 

And make me love thee as I ougnt to love. 



Tuesday, April 8 

2. The Promise of the Spirit 

The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said unto you. John 14:26. 

The Gospels record three distinct appear¬ 
ances of our Lord to his disciples after the four 
or five appearances of Easter Dap (John 20: 24, 
29; 21: 1-24; Matt. 28: 16, 20; I Cor. 15: 16). 
But in addition, in the fifty days between the 
Easter Passover and Pentecost, Luke tells us 
that “Jesus showed himself alive to his dis¬ 
ciples by many proofs, appearing unto them 
by the space of forty days and speaking the 
things concerning the Kingdom of God. ’ ’ When 
they asked him whether it was his purpose 
to restore the Kingdom of Israel he answered: 
“It is not for you to know the times or seasons 
. . . but ye shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit is come upon you and ye shall be 
my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. And when he had said these 
things, as they were looking, he was taken up. 
Then returned they all to Jerusalem.” And 
there they awaited the fulfilling of the Prom¬ 
ise which came on Pentecost. 

The Christian imagination may not venture 
to reconstruct the conversations of these fifty 
days of which the Holy Spirit has left no 
record. We must be content to meditate day 
by day on some aspect of the mission of the 
Spirit of Pentecost. 

Let Us Pray: O Lord, may the Holy Spirit ful¬ 
fill to us during these fifty days and always, his 
mission of remembrance. Amen. 



Wednesday, April 9 

3. The Bidding of the Spirit 

And the Spirit and the bride say. Come. Revelation 

22:17a. 

These are the two great evangelists, the 
Holy Spirit and the Church. It is the Spirit 
who prompts the speech. On Pehtecost the 
disciples were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and spoke “as the Spirit gave them utter¬ 
ance.” It was the Spirit which made their 
speech effective. Stephen’s adversaries were 
not able to withstand “the wisdom and the 
spirit by which he spoke.” It was the Spirit 
who sent Philip to preach to the Ethiopian 
eunuch and who took Peter on his evange¬ 
listic errand to Caesarea to the house of 
Cornelius and who validated Peter’s words 
there. It was the Spirit who directed Paul's 
missionary evangelism and made it effective 
and fruitful. And the Church is the Spirit’s 
agent in evangelism. “The Spirit and the 
bride say. Come.” This is the summons and 

.the invitation of the Church. “Come and see,” 
said Philip to Nathaniel. The true invitation 
of the Church is not ‘ ‘Come and see what the 
Lord hath done to my soul,” but “Come and 
see the Lord.” Our message is not our experi¬ 
ence of Christ. It is Christ. The Church’s 
offer to men is to come and look at Chnst, 
to hear what Christ has to say, to let Christ 
do what he, and he alone, can do. Come! 

Let Us Pray: O Lord, we come to thee afresh, 
to find each time we come new treasure that 
we had never known before and to be inspired 
afresh to go forth with thy Spirit to say to 
all men. Come. Amen. 



Thursday, April 10 

4. Receiving the Spirit 

And Paul said unto them, Did ye receive the Holy 
Spirit ivhen he believed? . . . Nay, we did not so much 
as hear whether there is a Holy Spirit. Acts 19:2. 

This was at Ephesus on the occasion of 
Paul's second visit to the city. He found there 
some “certain disciples” who had never heard 
of the Holy Spirit. They are called disciples, 
though they had not been “baptized unto' 
the name of the Lord Jesus.” Then Paul 
“laid his hands upon them and the Holy 
Spirit came on them.” Very like many modern 
Christians to whom the idea of the Holy 
Spirit is a strange and unknown idea. Eithet 
they have never heard of him or he has no' 
reality for them, or they think of any personal 
relation to the Holy Spirit as something 
special, belonging to some separate class — 
to the Christians of long ago or to a priest¬ 
hood or ordained ministry. But as Bishop 
Lightfoot wrote, “The Kingdom of Christ 
has no sacerdotal system. It interposes no 
sacrificial tribe or class between God and man 
by whose intercession alone God is reconciled 
and man forgiven. Each individual member 
holds personal communion with the Divine 
Head. To him immediately he is responsible 
and from him directly he obtains pardon and 
draws strength.” The Spirit was given to the 
whole body of believers, and to each believer. 

Let Us Pray: Open the eyes of our faith, O 
God, and our hearts, that we, too, may know 
this Spirit, who having come once on Pente¬ 
cost came again at Ephesus, that he may come 
once more, now on us. In His name. Amen. 



Friday, April 11 

5. A thirst for the Spirit 

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried, saying If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me and drink. He that believeth on me, as the 
Scripture hath said, from within him shall flow rivers 
of living water. John 7:37, 38. 

This was the Feast of the Tabernacles. One 
of the chief features of the Feast was the 
procession each day for seven days from the 
Temple to the Pool of Siloam, the people 
bearing vessels which they filled with water 
at the pool. Returning they poured out the 
water as a libation in the Temple. On the 
eighth and great day the procession went out 
as before, but on this day they returned 
with their vessels empty, signifying that 
they were waiting for that of which the 
water of Siloam had been the symbol. To the 
earnest worshippers among them who longed 
for the reality, Jesus spoke, and John in¬ 
terprets for us His words: "This spake he 
of the Spirit which they that believed on 
him were to receive: for the Spirit was not 
yet given; because Jesus was not yet glori¬ 
fied.” Does not John's explanation reach 
beyond the chronological fact that Pentecost 
could only follow Christ’s return to the 
glory which he had with the Father? Does 
it not bear fully and directly upon our need 
today for that which Pentecost supplied? We 
want the Spirit of God, his peace, his power. 
Then let Christ be glorified by us and in us. 

Let Us Pray: O Spirit of God, be thou the 
fuifiller of the conditions of thy fulfillment 
in us, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 



Saturday, April 12 

6. Spirit and Body 

Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit which is in you, which you have from God! . . . 
Glorify God therefore in your body. I Cor. 6:19, 20. 

In the early part of the nineteenth century 
the most popular preacher in London was 
Edward Irving. He had come to London from 
Scotland with the conviction that it was his 
mission to reach the "upper classes’’ and for 
some time in carrying out this mission he 
met with amazing success. Before long, how¬ 
ever, there began to appear strange demon¬ 
strations which Irving and his followers 
believed were manifestations of the super¬ 
natural and after bitter experiences the great 
ministry ended in disaster, not wholly 
through Irving's fault. During the height of 
the demonstrations on one occasion a voice 
was heard from under one of the galleries 
exclaiming, "I want a body.” The voice 
could not be traced to any individual and 
Irving’s people believed that it was the voice 
of the Holy Spirit calling for a human body 
to dwell in. Whatever we may think of the 
incident in Irving’s Chapel, the plain Chris¬ 
tian truth is that the Holy Spirit is now and 
always "wanting a body.” In every Chris¬ 
tian’s body he would make his abode, as in 
the Church which is Christ’s body. 

Let Us Pray: Spirit of God, enter in today 
to our bodies and our spirits. Take full 
possession, and expel all that is unworthy 
and evil and wrong in us and in human 
society, and make us a temple holy unto 
God. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 



Sunday, April IS 

7. The Spirit of Purity 

Be thou an example to them that believe, in word, in 
manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity. 1 Timothy 
4:12. 

The Spirit of God is a Spirit of Truth and 
Purity; of Truth in speech and Purity in 
thought and life. “It was my concern from 
day to day," wrote John Woolman in his 
Journal, “to say neither more nor less than 
what the Spirit of Truth opened in me, being 
jealous over myself lest I should say anything 
to make my testimony look agreeable to 
that mind in people which is not in full 
obedience to the Cross of Christ.” And the 
gates of thought and life are like the City 
of God, pure as gold. The Spirit of purity 
is their guardian and nothing that he has 
not cleansed can go in thereat. John Bunyan 
wrote of these gates in Grace Abounding. “For 
as much as the passage was wonderful narrow, 
even so narrow that I could not but with 
great difficulty enter in thereat, it showed me 
that none could enter into life, but those who 
were in downright earnest, and unless also 
they left this wicked world behind them, for 
there was only room for Body and Soul but 
not for Body and Soul and Sin.” 

Let Us Pray: 
“Spirit of purity and grace 
Our weakness pitying see: 
O make our hearts thy dwelling place 

And worthier thee.” Amen. 



Monday, April 14 

8. The Revealing Spirit 

When he, the Spirit of truth is come, he shall guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak from himself; 
but what things soever he shall hear, these shall he speak: 

• . . He shall glorify me: for he shall take of mine and 
shall declare it unto you. John 16:13, 14. 

There is a story of a French peasant in the 
Department of Ars who was accustomed once 
every day to lay aside his work and in his 
old blue smock and his wooden sabots to go to 
the Cathedral for a quiet time and then return 
to his work. When asked what he did during 
his visit to the Cathedral he replied, “I 
look at Jesus and Jesus looks at me.” It 
is the mission of the Holy Spirit to help 
such looking as this. His function, as Jesus 
told his disciples, would be, when he was 
come, to remind them of Jesus himself and 
to bring to their remembrance all that he 
had said to them. Paul rejoiced that God 
in his goodness had revealed Christ in him 
and to him, and it was the revealing, the 
unveiling, the beholding of Christ that was 
the ‘‘joy of loving hearts” in the early 
church and has been their joy always. And 
this revealing, this looking at Christ and 
being looked at by Christ, was and is the 
work of the Spirit. He removes the veils and 
shows us the Face. 

Let Us Pray: O Spirit of God, reveal Christ 
,to us and in us. Help us to look at him and 
to remember that he is looking at us and that 
he would fain see in us what we see in him. 
We ask it in his name. Amen. 



Tuesday, April 15 

9. The Temple of the Spirit 

“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that 

the Spirit of God dwelleth in youl If any man defile the 

temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of 

God is holy, which temple ye are. I Cor. 3:16, 17. 

A generation ago in a popular novel named 
Qtieed two of the engaging characters were 
an ex-prize fighter named Klinker and a little 
doctor who was Klinker's friend. One day 
Klinker asked his friend, “Doc, do you know 
what is the finest verse in Scripture? No? 
Well, I’ll tell you. ‘He spake of the temple 
of his body,’ A dandy, ain’t it? Do you know 
what I would do if I was a preacher? I’d go 
down to the corner of Third and Main Streets 
next Sunday afternoon where them black¬ 
guards get together and I’d preach them a 
sermon from that text, ‘He spake of the temple 
of his body.’ 

This is the New Testament conception of 
the body. Body and Soul are not enemies. 
They are allies. The body is the soul's home, 
the Spirit’s temple. All the soul’s language is 
made up of bodily metaphors. The body 
furnishes the soul with its materials for 
reflection. It constitutes the soul’s channel 
of communication with other souls. It fur¬ 
nishes the soul with its instruments of action 
and its means of worship. “A Christian life,” 
says Miss Houselander in The War is the 

Passion, “is a sacramental life; it is not a life 
lived only in the mind, only by the soul.” 
In our bodies Christ dwells and toils. 

Let Us Pray: O Spirit of God, make us fit 
temples. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 



Wednesday, April 16 

10. Flesh vs. Spirit 

The flesh lltsteth against the Spirit ani the Spirit 

against the flesh; for these are contrary one to the other. 

Galatians 5:17. 

The great antithesis of the New Testament 
is not between Body and Soul but between 
Flesh and Spirit. Flesh and Spirit are irrecon¬ 
cilable enemies. The word flesh has indeed 
its innocent significance. “To abide in the 
flesh” is Paul's phrase for continued life 
here on earth, ana he uses the word to de¬ 
scribe that which is according to the ordinary 
course of nature. But in its moral significance, 
in the quaint language of Cruden’s Concord¬ 
ance, ‘ ‘where the word flesh is applied to men 
unregenerated it signifies the whole corrup¬ 
tion and depravity of our nature, raging and 
reigning both in the understanding and will. 
But in those places of Scripture where flesh 

is attributed to persons that are converted and 
is set in opposition to the Spirit, it signifies 
the remainder of natural corruption, even so 
much of that vicious quality of sin, as is still 
unmortified in regenerated persons.” And 
this is the soul’s warfare and battleground. 

“Never, O Christ, — so stay me from 
relenting, — 

Shall there be truce betwixt my flesh 
and soul.” 

Let Us Pray: Help us, O God, by thy Spirit 
possessing and inspiring our spirit, to see 
the reality and inevitability of this conflict, 
and once for all to yield the guidance, control 
and direction of our lives to thee, by whom 
we may have victory over the flesh and in 
whom we may have rest and peace. Amen. 



Thursday, April 17 

11. The Humility of die Spirit 

Learn of me: for l am meek and lowly in heart. Mat¬ 
thew 11:29. 

The Highest stooped in the Incarnation to 
the humblest place. He did not, however, 
need humbling as a discipline and a place of 
safety as we need it and as the New Testafnent 
constantly reminds us of our need — the need 
of a meek and quiet spirit: of a humble- 
minded spirit. Here in this spirit the Holy 
Spirit provides for us a refuge of encourage¬ 
ment and peace. ‘ 'Our moods of humiliation, ’ ’ 
wrote an anonymous author, “to a minister 
having a bad time,” “are not our most danger¬ 
ous moods. The days of brilliant triumph 
are the days when our feet are set in slippery 
places. ... It is wonderful how many fail¬ 
ures on the part of its advocates the gospel 
has survived. He who works with poor human 
instruments does not see such a gulf between 
our best and worst-as we see. He who can 
use us at all can use our blunders and con¬ 
fusions.” In all ages God’s Spirit has used 
lowly and humble instruments, times and 
occasions which men would not have chosen. 
The Bible warnings are against the spirit of 
pride and its appeal is for the spirit of humil¬ 
ity. “Yea all of you gird yourselves with 
humility to serve one another; for God 
resisteth the proud but giveth grace to the 
humble.” 

Let Us Pray: Admit us, O God, into 
thy school of patience and humility and 
make us like him who though he was on an 
equality with God became the servant of 
man. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Friday, April 18 

12. The Spirit of Truth 

When the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you 

into all the truth. John 16:13. 

The Spirit of God does this for us in all 
of life. Wherever men are seeking for the 
truth and wherever they find it, it is the 
Holy Spirit, whether they know it or not, 
who is guiding them. And preeminently the 
Spirit does this for us through the Bible. 
He is forever revealing new tilings that we 
had not seen before. This is the nature of 
the Bible and it is the function of the Spirit. 
As Dr. Otto Piper says, "If the Bible simply 
confirms what you thought you knew already, 
if it does not change your outlook and 
constantly overthrow your favorite theories, 
you may be quite certain that you have not 
apprehended its revelatory character. . . . 
The Holy Spirit is not a destructive principle, 
but as a life-giver he is certainly opposed to 
stagnation and complacency.” "I rejoice at 
thy word,’’ says the Psalmist, "as one that 
findeth great spoil.” The Holy Spirit is our 
guide unto this spoil. Under his leading we 
make great discoveries and go not only from 
strength to strength, but also from truth to 
truth, not leaving the old strength or the old 
truth behind but carrying them with us. 
Here is a living guide until death and unto 
life. 

Let Us Pray: O Spirit of truth and light, 
deliver us from error and darkness and lead 
us forth into larger places and fuller life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Saturday, April 19 

13. The Mind of the Spirit 

The mind of the Spirit. Romans 8:27. 

Christianity is a matter of the will and 
the heart. But it is also a matter of the mind. 
“Have this mind in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus.” The norm and law of the 
Christian life for Paul was “the mind of 
Christ.” And the mind of Christ is the mind 
of the Spirit. And what is this mind? "The 
mind of the Spirit is life and peace.” It is 
lowliness and humility like Christ’s, who 
though he was on an equality with God 
counted not that equality a prize to be 
jealously retained but “emptied himself, tak¬ 
ing the form of a servant, being made in the 
likeness of men; and being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient even unto death, even the death of 
the Cross.” It is obedience, it is fellowship 
and unity, it is courage and power and love 
and self-control. 

How can we get this mind? Well, the word 
mind has various senses. We use it as equiva¬ 
lent to will, as in the phrase, “They had a- 
mind to work.” And we use it in the sense of 
taste as in “they mind earthly things.” Apd 
we use it in the sense of thought. In all three 
senses it is under, our control. Therefore Paul 
can bid us to have it. We do not need to wait 
upon someone else for it. We can have it 
whenever we will. Our thoughts, tastes and 
wills are ours. Why? To make them Christ's 
by the help of the Spirit. 

Let Us Pray: Help us, O Holy Spirit, to be 
reminded of Christ and to be like Christ, 
for his sake. Amen. 



Sunday, April 20 

14. Spiritlikeness 

Even if a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye who are 

spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of gentleness. 

Galatians 6:1. 

Just as the love of the Spirit needs to be 
associated with the love of God and the love 
of Christ, so Godliness and Christlikeness 
imply also the idea of Holy Spirit likeness. 
“Ye who are spiritual,” says Paul. Godly, 
Christian, Spiritual, are the three character 
words. What thought about the Christian 
life is more natural and necessary? Christians 
are those in whom the Spirit dwells, who are 
under transformation by the Spirit, who live 
in the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

What then is the nature and business of 
the Holy Spirit in which we ought to be like 
him? Note three things: The Spirit remembers 
and reminds us of Christ. The Spirit testifies 
of Christ. The Spirit glorifies Christ and 
not himself. And what are the marks of 
Spirit likeness? Paul gives us the answer: 
“Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-con¬ 
trol.” These are the characteristics of those 
who would be like the Holy Spirit. Whether 
or not the Epistle to the Hebrews was 
written by Paul it expresses his mind:' ‘Follow 
after peace with all men,” says the writer of 
that Epistle, “and the holiness without which 
no man can see the Lord.” 

Let Us Pray: Our Father, help us to worship 
thee in Spirit and walk in the ways of the 
Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Monday, April 21 

15. Liberty From and Liberty To 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. II 
Corinthians 3:17. 

Paul is referring, no doubt, to freedom 
from bondage to the Old Testament cere¬ 
monial law, but his conception of liberty was 
not negative. It was “the glorious liberty of 
the children of God.” 

And what is this liberty? It is liberty 
from and it is liberty to. It is freedom from 
fear of men and of events, from the inner 
division and strife, from selfishness and 
ignorance as to right and duty, from dread 
of the future, from the bondage of sin and 
evil habit, from tyranny of state and society. 

But, as J. H. Randall, Jr. has said, “Free¬ 
dom is not general but specific and determi¬ 
nant: it is release from one kind of bondage, 
the better to assume the yoke of another. 
Freedom and obligation are both correlative 
and plural and each is at once a freedom from 
this and a submission to that. Knowledge 
itself is both an emancipation and an ex¬ 
change of bondage: it frees us from the slavery 
of ignorance for the service of the conditions 
and responsibilities of knowing.” 

Paul knew the meaning of true liberty, both 
“liberty from” and “liberty to.” “The law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made 
me free from the law of sin and death,” and 
he went on, "Ye are not in the flesh but in 
the Spirit,” the living liberty of the living 
Spirit. 

Let Us Pray: O Spirit of Liberty, strike off all 
our chains and set us free, through Christ. 
Amen. 



Tuesday, April 22 

16. The Triune Spirit 

The Lord is the Spirit. II Corinthians 3:17. 

Paul and John were not troubled as we are 
with the theological problem of the Trinity. 
The Trinity in the Divine Unity and the 
Unity of the Divine Trinity were clear and 
simple truths to them. Had they not known 
in their own experience, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, each and one? God was in Christ 
and Christ was in God. The Lord was the 
Spirit and the Spirit was the Lord. John uses 
the same word for Christ which Christ had 
used for the Holy Spirit. (I John 2:1, John 
10:5, 16.) 

‘‘The Lord is the Spirit.”- When he com¬ 
municates himself he communicates the 
Spirit, and when the Spirit communicates 
himself he communicates Christ. "It is clear 
from Romans 8:9, 10 that the expressions 
‘the Spirit of God being in men,’ 'the Spirit of 
Christ being in men,’ and ‘Christ being in 
men’ signify the same thing. At the root of 
this variety of interpretation lies the truth 
that ‘the Lord is the Spirit.’ The connection 
shows that this proposition declares Christ 
the Lord to be the Spirit so far as Christ’s 
being and working in us is concerned. The 
Spirit in us is Christ in us, and Christ in us 
is the Spirit in us.” (Bible Commentary.) 

All this was clear to our Lord. The first 
words in his first sermon in the synagogue 
of his home town were: "The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me.” All Three were one in him. 

Let Us Pray: O Lord, the Spirit, rest also 
upon ns and abide in us, thou blessed Christ. 
Amen. 



Wednesday, Abril 23 

17. The Fruit of the Spirit 

The works of the flesh ... the fruit of the Sprit. 

Galatians 5:19-23. 

Paul names fifteen evil things, and adds 
“and such like," as the works of the flesh, 
and nine things as the fruit of the Spirit. 
The first list represents the demoralization 
of the individual and of society. No man of 
reason and decency and goodwill could ap¬ 
prove such practices as sensuality, idolatry, 
contention and excess. Whatever produces 
such results must be evil. Paul calls it here 
and elsewhere “the flesh.” He does not mean 
by this “the body.” “The flesh” is not physi¬ 
cal. It is the spirit turned to base and unholy 
ways, and its works are deadly. 

Over against the works of the flesh Paul 
sets the fruit of the Spirit. Could there be a 
greater contrast evidencing the iniquity of 
evil and its consequences, and the blessing of 
the fruitage of the Spirit? The dominance of 
the Spirit must mean for the individual and 
for society peace and prosperity and gladness. 
It is sufficient proof of the moral downfall of 
human nature that it prefers, so tragically as 
it does, the flesh and its works. 

Why “works” in the plural in one case and 
“fruit” in the singular the other? Chrysostom 
remarks that what is bad comes from our¬ 
selves alone but the good not from ourselves 
only but from God. His Holy Spirit bears 
fruit in us. Our bad wills work evil. And the 
good is unitary and the evil multiple. 

Let Us Pray: Spirit of God, be fruitful in me, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Thursday, April 24 

18. The Spirit of Denial 

No man can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit. 

I Corinthians 12:3. Every spirit that confesseth not 

Jesus is not of God: and this is the spirit of the anti¬ 

christ. I John 4:3. 

These are plain and straightforward words. 

The affirmation of the Lordship of Christ 

is an affirmation of the Holy Spirit. No man 

can make it, says Paul, "but in the Holy 

Spirit.” And John holds the same view. The 

confession of the Incarnation is a declaration 

of the Spirit of God. The denial of Jesus is 

the repudiation of the witness of God’s 

Spirit. It is the spirit not of Christ but of 

antichrist. Unbelieving, in the view of Paul 

and John, is no light matter. It is the re¬ 

jection of the testimony and authority of the 

Holy Spirit whose mission in the world is to 

bring men to Christ and to plant Christ in 

men, and who is always and ever seeking 

to fulfill this mission in every man. "When 

the Holy Spirit is come,” Jesus told his dis¬ 

ciples in the Upper Room, "he will convict 

the world in respect of sin, and of righteous¬ 

ness, and of judgment: of sin, because they 

believe not on me.” If the world is not 

convinced and does not believe, it is not the 

fault of the Holy Spirit. It is the fault of the 

human spirit which is shut against the Holy 

Spirit. And this is no light matter, not to be 

offset and discounted by human culture, 

education, civilization or aught else. 

Let Us Pray: We rejoice, O Lord, to confess 

thee to be our Lord, God of God, Light of 

Light, Very God of God, who for us men and 

our salvation came down from heaven. Amen. 



Friday, April 25 

19. The Witness of the Spirit 

The Spirit himself heareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are children of God. Romans 8:16. 

The Holy Spirit is the witness of God. Like 

Jesus he speaks of that which he knows and 

bears witness of that which he has seen. And 

as in the case of our Lord, his testimony is 

not accepted by the world, but it is accepted 

by those whose hearts and minds are open to 

receive it, and who are confirmed by it in 

their faith, that God is their Father. It is 

God’s Spirit who assumes that we, too, are 

his and in his love and care. “The Spirit 

himself beareth witness with our spirit that 

we are children of God.” 

“The witness of the Spirit,” said Wesley, 

“is a consciousness of our being received in 

and by the Spirit of adoption, the tempers 

mentioned in the Word of God as belonging 

to his adopted children — a loving heart 

toward Goa and toward all mankind; hang¬ 

ing with childish confidence on God our 

Father; desiring nothing but him, casting all 

our care on him.” 

Even so, but our reliance is not upon our 

subjective consciousness but on the objective 

witness of the Holy Spirit. We have from 

the lips of Jesus and on the pages of the New 

Testament the assurance that the Holy Spirit 

is here and that it is his witness and not our 

experience on which we rely. 

Let Us Pray: We thank thee, O God, that 

thou are greater than our heart and knowest 

all things, and we put our trust in thee and 

thy Spirit, through Christ. Amen. 



Saturday, April 26 

20. Reflecting the Spirit 

We all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror 

the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image 

from glory to glory. II Corinthians 3:18. 

The marginal reading for “beholding” is 

“reflecting”. The Greek word may mean 

either. Paul may be saying, “We behold the 

glory of Christ in the gospel as in a mirror 

from which it is reflected", or "We Christians 

reflect the glory of Christ as in a mirror.” In 

either case the result is that we are trans¬ 

formed into his likeness. For the glory of 

Christ is the character of Christ. We look at 

this in the Gospels and as we study it there 

we feel the shame of all that is un-Christlike 

and the beauty of all Christlikeness. 

And as Christians thus “behold” and “re¬ 

flect”, the Holy Spirit does his work of trans¬ 
formation, 

“One prayed in vain to paint the vision 

blest 

And hungry hearts that would not turn 

away, 

And cares that still his eager hands bade 

stay. 

The canvas never knew the pictured face. 

But year by year while yet the vision 

shone 

An angel near him wondering bent to trace 

‘ On his own life the Master's image grown 

And unto men made known." 

Let Us Pray: O transforming Spirit, work this 

miracle in us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 



Sunday, April 27 

21. The Spirit Speaketh in You 

It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 

that speaketh in you. Matthew 10:20. 

Jesus was reassuring his disciples with re¬ 

gard to difficult situations in which they 

would find themselves. “When they deliver 

you up," he told the twelve, “be not anxious 

how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be 

given you in that hour what you shall speak. 

For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of 

your Father that speaketh in you.” 

It is not in such emergency situations only 

that our speech should be under control of 

the Holy Spirit. It is our ordinary conversa¬ 

tion that needs to be brought under his 

control. “Let your speech be always with 

grace,” wrote Paul to the Colossians. 

Mr. Gladstone called Sir Thomas Acland, 

the father of Dr. Henry Acland, “the finest 

gentleman in the West of England.” And the 

son who was one of England's greatest physi¬ 

cians, walked in the ways and character of 

his father. Gf them both it was said that 

“their conversation was a liberal education 

ranging over a wide extent of subjects filled 

with a large experience of men and things, 

lightened up with an original play of fancy, 

and above all, keeping the listener almost 

unconsciously in that high and pure at¬ 

mosphere of an elevated mind in which ail 

things are seen on the upper side.” Is such 

conversation a lost art? Of father and son it 

was true that they spoke as the Spirit of 

their Father would have them speak. 

Let Us Pray: Help us, Spirit of God, to 

glorify thee in our tongues. Amen. 



Monday, April 28 

22. The Nature of the Spirit 

A Spirit hath not flesh and hones as ye behold me 

having. Luke 24:39. 

It is interesting to see how consistently in 
the Bible the Holy Spirit is spoken of without 
any use of bodily metaphors. Such metaphors 
are used constantly with regard to the two 
other persons of the Holy Trinity. “God is a 
Spirit,” as Jesus said to the woman of Samaria, 
but the Bible writers speak of God’s face, 
his eyes, his mouth, his ears, his hands, his 
heart. And of the Risen and Ascended Jesus 
the same sort of language is used — his head, 
his breast, his hair, his eyes, his feet, his 
hands, his mouth. 

AH this, of course, is figure of speech. One 
can only speak of God in human language. 
We can neither think nor speak of what we 
have not seen save with language borrowed 
from what we have seen. But the significant 
thing is that of the Holy Spirit who also is a 
Person, these physical metaphors are not 
used, or if used they apply not to his person 
but to -his functions. — “The Spirit fell.” 
“Filled with the Holy Spirit.” “Born of the 
Spirit.” So our Lord spoke of the spirit- 
nature of the Spirit: “The wind bloweth 
where it will and thou hearest the voice 
thereof, but knoweth not whence it cometh 
and whither it goeth. so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.” 

Let Us Pray: We see thee not, O Spirit of 
God. We hear thee not. Yet thou art. the 
Light of all our seeing. We live because thou 
art the Life of God within us. Amen. 



Tuesday, April 29 

23. The Power of the Spirit 

The power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13. 

The presence of the Holy Spirit was a prom¬ 

ise of power, for the Holy Spirit was and 

is a Spirit of power. “Ye shall receive power, ’' 

said Jesus, 'when the Holy Spirit is come 

upon you.” The promises were fulfilled. 

Peter’s power on Pentecost was, as he de¬ 

clared, the power of the Spirit; and in his 

sermon in Cornelius’ house Peter associated 

the two great conceptions of the Holy Spirit 

and power in the life of Jesus himself. With 

Paul also, the source and secret of power 

were in the Holy Spirit. “Christ wrought 

through me the power of signs and wonders, 

in the power of the Holy Spirit.” “My 

speech and my preaching were not in per¬ 

suasive words of man’s widsom but in dem¬ 

onstration of the Spirit and of power.” And 

to Timothy, who perhaps was of a timid 

spirit, Paul wrote, “God gave us not a 

Spirit of fearfulness, but of power.” 

And, with deepest significance, the New 

Testament associates the power of the Holy 

Spirit and the power of the Resurrection. 

“Jesus,” writes Paul, “was declared to be 

the Son of God with power, according to the 

Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead.” 

Let us desist from seeking power through 

organization, advertising, money or aught 

else, and find it where alone it is to be found. 

Let Us Pray: Give us grace, O God, to be¬ 

lieve thy word, "Not by might nor by power, 

but by my Spirit.” Amen. 



Wednesday, April 30 

24. The Sharpness of the Spirit 

Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that 

tonfesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God. 
I John 4:2. 

The two aspects of the Holy Spirit on 

which the New Testament lays the greatest 

stress are Truth and Power. Our Lord’s 

promise of the Spirit was of ‘‘the Spirit of 

truth. And the truth with which the Spirit 

is charged, and to which it is his mission to 

bear witness, is the truth of the divinity of 

our Lord. “Every Spirit that confesseth that 

Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God,” 

says John. And he added, “Who is he that 

overcometh the world but he that believeth 

that Jesus is the Son of God. It is the Spirit 

that beareth witness because the Spirit is the 

Truth.” The gentle and loving John is very 

positive and outspoken about this veracious 

witness of the Spirit to the significance of 

Christ. “I have not written unto you because 

you know not the truth, but because you 

know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 

Who is the liar but he that denieth that Jesus 

is the Christ? This is the antichrist, even he 

that denieth the Father and the Son. Whoso¬ 

ever denieth the Son, the same hath not the 

Father: he that confesseth the Son hath the 

Father also.” This is hard doctrine for our 

day, with its lazy tolerance and its dislike 

of the sharp edge of truth. 

Let Us Pray: Behold, O Lord, thou desirest 

truth in the inward parts and in the hidden 

part thou wilt make me to knoW wisdom. 
Amen. 



Thursday, May 1 

2 5. The Riches of the Spirit 

We speak not in words which man s wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Spirit teacheth. I Corinthians 2:13. 
I will give thee hidden riches of secret places. Isaiah 45:3. 
I will give to eat of the hidden manna. Revelation 2:17. 

So Thomas Fuller wrote in: Good Thoughts for 

Bad Times: ' ‘Lord this morning I read a chap¬ 

ter of the Bible and therein observed a 

memorable passage whereof I never took note 

before. Why now and no sooner did I see it? 

Formerly my eyes were as open, and the 

letters were as legible. Is there not a thin veil 

over thy word which is more rarefied by 

reading and at last wholly worn away? . . . 

I see the oil of' thy word will never leave 

increasing whilst any bring an empty barrel. 

The Old Testament will still be a New 

Testament to him who comes with a fresh 

desire for information. How fruitful are the 

seeming barren places of Scripture! Bad 

ploughmen make balks of such ground. 

Wheresoever the surface of God’s word does 

not laugh and sing with corn, there the heart 

thereof within is merry with mines, affording, 

where not plain matter, hidden mysteries.” 

Under the touch of the Spirit, words that 

otherwise were words only turn to life. 

Let Us Pray: Lord of Light, open our eyes 

to see the wondrous things out of thy law, 

and the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 

that are hidden in thee. Reveal to us the un¬ 

searchable riches of Christ in whose name we 

pray. Amen. 



Friday, May 2 

26. The Bridge of the Spirit 

Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 

eternity, whose name is holy: I dtvell in the high and 

holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble 

spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble. Isaiah 57:15. 

“Humility” is a word whose root is the 

“ground”. To be humble is to get under, 

where the power of lifting is greatest. So 

Christ came to get beneath man to raise him 

from death to life. This was his Spirit. This 

is the Holy Spirit. In the life of Louis Agassiz 

there is a children’s story which is also a 

parable of this spirit. “One winter day when 

about seven years of age he was skating with 

his little brother, August, two years younger 

than himself, on the lake near his home, and 

proposed to August that they should skate 

across the lake to join their father who had 

driven around the shore of the lake to the 

fair at the town of Morat. When the boys did 

not come home at the expected hour their 

mother made inquiries and learned with deep 

anxiety of their errand. The lake was not less 

than two miles across and she was by no 

means sure that the ice was safe. She hurried 

to an upper window with a spy glass to see if 

she could discover them anywhere. At the 

moment she caught sight of them, already far 

on their journey, Louis had laid himself 

down across a fissure in the ice, thus making 

a bridge for his little brother, who was 

creeping over his back.” 

Let Us Pray: O Bridge of God, our Incarnate 

Lord and Savior, may thy Spirit make us like 

thee. Amen. 



Saturday, May 3 

27. Witnessing in the Spirit 

When the Holy Spirit is come upon you , ye shall he my 

witnesses. Acts 1:8. 

Who? “Evangelism,” says a leaflet of the 
New Life Movement, “is not something the 

average Christian can hire a specialist to 

do for him. Our Lord never intended that. He 

made the winning of others to him a joy 

and a duty that every follower of his should 

share. The misconception that evangelism 

is a matter for experts has robbed many 

church members of their Christian birth¬ 

right, and it has distorted their understanding 

of the very word 'evangelism'.” 

“Moreover, it will not work — especially 

not in the present scene. The spectacular 

revival, to which the unchurched flocked in 

numbers to hear a colorful preacher, has 

passed out of the American scene with the 

Chautauqua and the literary society. Evangel¬ 

istic preaching has never lost its power or 

importance. But without a vast amount of 

personal work by the members, the un¬ 

churched will never come within sound of the 

preacher’s voice.” 

The progress of Christianity at the be¬ 

ginning was due to the faithfulness of the 

great body of the Christians in their witness 

bearing. It was not apostles and preachers and 

teachers only who preached Christ. Every 

Christian was meant to be, and is meant to be 

today, an evangelist by word and by life. 

Let Us Pray: Freely we have received from 

thee. Spirit of God, freely may we give. 

We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 



Sunday, May 4 

28. Patient in Spirit 

i he patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. 

Ecclesiastes 7:8. Though Jehovah is high yet hath he 

respect unto the lowly. Psalm 138:6. 

“I confess," said Tertullian, "before God 

My Lord, that I venture rashly enough, if not 

shamelessly, to write concerning patience, 

for the practice of which I am altogether 

unfit, as a man in whom there is no good 

thing; whereas it is fitting that they who 

attempt to set forth and commend anything 

should first themselves be found in the prac¬ 

tice of that thing, and should direct the 

energy of their admonitions by the authority 

of their own conduct, so that their word need 

not blush for their deficient deeds. And I wish 

that blushing could bring its own remedy, so 

that the shame of not showing forth in 

ourselves that which we go about to advise 

for others, might school us into showing it 

forth; were it not that the greatness of some 

good things, as well as of evils, so overbears 

our powers that the grace of the Divine 

Spirit can alone work in us with the compre¬ 

hension and performance of it. For that which 

is the most good is in God’s hands and no 

other than he who possesses, dispenses to 
each as he will.” 

Let Us Pray: Holy Spirit, Spirit of him who 

was meek and lowly, who when he was 

reviled, reviled not again, when he suffered 

threatened not, teach us his patience, his long 

suffering, his humility. May the grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ be in us all. Amen. 



Monday, May 5 

29. God is a Spirit 

Jesus spoke of the Spirit which they that believed on 

him were to receive. John 7:39. 

The Fourth Gospel is preeminently the 
Gospel of the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist 
bare witness, saying, “I have beheld the 
Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven 
and it abode upon him.” To Nicodemus 
Jesus said, “Except one be born of water and 
the Spirit he cannot enter the Kingdom of 
God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 
To the woman of Samaria, “God is a Spirit 
and they that worship him, must worship 
him in Spirit and in truth.” At the feast of 
tabernacles he offered a living water by 
which John says he meant the Holy Spirit. 
To his disciples in the Upper Room on the 
night of his betrayal he made his repeated 
promises: "The Father shall give you the 
Spirit of Truth.” "The Holy Spirit whom 
the Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things.” "When the Spirit of 
truth is come he shall guide you into ail the 
truth; for he shall not speak of himself; but 
what things soever he shall hear, these shall 
he speak: and he shall declare it unto you.” 
And lastly, to the disciples on the evening of 
Easter Day, “Peace be unto you: as the 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” And 
when he had said this, he breathed on them, 
and said unto them, “Receive ye the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Let Us Pray: O faithful Lord, whose prom¬ 
ises fail not, breathe thou on us, that we too 
may receive and be filled. Amen. 



Tuesday, May 6 

30. The Secrets of the Spirit 

The Spirit of truth shall glorify me. John 16:13, 14. 

Fifty years ago a devoted Christian lay¬ 

man, James H. McConkey, wrote a little book 

entitled: The Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit. 

The three secrets were: 

1. The Secret of his Incoming: Union with 

Christ. 

2. The Secret of his Fullness: Yielding to 

Christ. 
3. The Secret of his Constant Manifesta¬ 

tion: Abiding in Christ. 
The author invited those who read his 

little book to join in this act of consecration: 

"I believe Jesus Christ is dwelling in me 

by his Spirit, because God’s word says so. 

“I believe he is seeking to work out his 

purpose through me. 

f‘I realize that my life must be yielded to 

him in order that he may accomplish his 

purpose. 
i hear his call to me, ‘I beseech you to 

it your body a living sacrifice to 

“I now heed that call. 
"This day I definitely consecrate my life 

to the Lord Jesus to trust, obey and serve 

him as best I know while life shall last. 

And I pray that he may enable me hence¬ 

forth to live such a life of faith, love and 

devotion to him down here as I will wish to 

have lived when I see him face to face." 

Let Us Pray: 
' ’Consecrate me now to thy service Lord 

By the power of grace divine.” Amen. 



Wednesday, May 7 

31. The Guidance of the Spirit 

The Spirit of truth shall guide you. John 16:13. 

George Muller of Bristol, was a man who 

unquestionably walked in the divine guid¬ 

ance. And he has left us his rules. 

“1. I seek at the beginning to get my heart 

into such a state that it has no will of its 

own in regard to a given matter. Nine-tenths 

of the trouble with people is just here. 

When one is truly in this state, it is usually 

but a little way to the knowledge of what 

his will is. 

“2. Having done this, I do not leave the 

result to feeling or simple impression. If I do 

so, I make myself liable to great delusions. 

“3- I seek the will of the Spirit of God 

through, or in connection with, the Word of 

God. The Spirit and the Word must be com¬ 

bined. If 1 look to the Spirit alone without 

the Word, I lay myself open to great delusions 

also. If the Holy Ghost guides us at all, he 

will do it according to the Scriptures and not 

contrary to them. 

“4- Next I take into account providential 

circumstances. These often plainly indicate 

God’s will in connection with his Word and 
Spirit. 

“5. I ask God in prayer to reveal his will 
to me aright.” 

George Muller bore witness that "in 

trivial matters and in transactions involving 

most important issues” he “found this 

method always effective.” 

Let Us Pray: Help us, O Spirit of Truth, to 

yield ourselves to thy guidance. Amen. 



Thursday, May 8 

32. The Only Good Leadership 

Led by the Spirit of God. Romans 8:14. 

The New Testament discredits all human 

leadership. The English word "leader” occurs 

only once in the King James Version and then 

in an unworthy significance, when Jesus says 

of the Pharisees, "Let them alone: they be 

blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind 

lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” 

And the true Greek word for "leader” occurs 

only once and is applied by our Lord to 

himself alone: “Be ye not called Rabbi: for 

one is your leader, and all ye are brethren.” 

Every reference to human leadership is to 

unworthy, untrustworthy leadership, es¬ 

pecially at Jesus’ trial and in the Epistles. 

On the other hand, every reference to good 

leadership relates to the Trinity. "The good¬ 

ness of God leads to repentance.” Jesus was 

ever leading men to good. And the Holy 

Spirit is the great leader. “As many as are 

led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of 

God.” 
Where is there, or where has there ever 

been, any safe human leadership? Witness 

the plight of the whole world today. 

But was not Paul a real leader? Yes, says 

Schweitzer, but only to abdicate his leader- 

1s us out upon the path of 

and hands us over prisoners 

Let Us Pray: “Lead kindly light, amid the 

encircling gloom, Lead thou us on.” Amen. 

ship: "Paul lea< 

true redemption 

to Christ.” 



Friday, May 9 

33. Following the Spirit 

The Spirit saith expressly that in later times some 

shall fall away from the faith. I Timothy 4:1. Until 

the Spirit be poured upon us from on high. . . Then 

justice shall dwell in the wilderness: and righteousness 

shall abide in the fruitful field. And the work of right¬ 

eousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness, 
quietness and confidence forever. Isaiah 32:15-17. 

These great words have doubtless many 

fulfilments. They have one fulfilment surely 

in our own time. These are just such grievous 

times as Paul describes (II Tim. 3:X-5J> when 
men are without the control of the One 

Controller. But this is also the day of the 

Spirit who leads men willing to be led into 

‘ righteousness and peace and gentleness and 

confidence forever. 

The central issue is simply whether men 

will turn from or turn to the One only ade¬ 

quate Teacher and Lord, to whom the Spirit 

is now as ever bearing his witness. 

Field Marshal Smuts said this in his 

speech on February 25,1942, at the Centennial 

of the Dutch Reformed Church at Potschef- 

stroom in the Transvaal: "The world has 

no need of a new order or a new plan, but 

only the honest and courageous application 

of the historical Christian idea. Our Christian 

civilization is based on eternal order, an 

endless plan in the message of Christ . . . 

The Man of Galilee is, and remains, our one 

and only leader. And the Church as the carrier 

of this message should follow him alone.” 

Let Us Pray: Lead on, O King Eternal, the 

day of march has come. Amen. 



Saturday, May 10 

34. The Marks of the Spirit 

If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk. 

Galatians 5:25. 

“By the Spirit.” This is the comfort or 

the Christian life. We are not left alone. 

We do not live by ourselves. We live by the 

Spirit. By the Spirit we are led. We are 

strengthened with might by God’s spirit. 

It is by the Spirit that we know that Christ 

abides in us. We have access to the Father by 

the Spirit. The love of God is shed abroad in 

our hearts by the Holy Spirit. We are sanctified 

by the Holy Spirit. There is One who is 

always working for us and in us and with us 

and by whom we live and walk. 

“I can do all things in him that strengt'n- 

eneth me,” says Paul. He is speaking of 

Christ, but Christ and the Spirit are one in 

this. We are “strengthened with power 

through the Spirit of God in the inward 

man.” We fulfil our trusts through the Holy 

Spirit dwelling in us. 
Once again, what are the marks or char¬ 

acteristics of this Spirit by whom we are to 

live and to walk? Life, Rom. 8:2,11; Truth, 

John 14:17; 16:13; Hope, Rom. 15:13; Prayer, 

Rom. 8:26; Power, II Tim. 1:7; Holiness, 

Rom. 1:4; Righteousness, Eph. 5:9; Love, 

Col. 1:8; II Cor. 6:6. These are the true 

marks, the stigmata, of the Holy Spirit. 

Let Us Pray: May these things, O Spirit 

of God, be in us and abound that they make 

us to be not idle or unfruitful unto the knowl¬ 

edge of our Lord Jesus Chnst. Amen. 



Sunday, May 11 

35. The Spirit’s Kingdom 

The Kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, hut 

righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 14:17. 

“The Kingdom of God” is one of the great 

phrases of the New Testament. It is used 

with a rich flexibility of meaning. Sometimes 

it refers to an order already present and 

sometimes to an order yet to come; as a 

kingdom now possessed or as a kingdom for 

whose possession men must wait. Sometimes 

it refers to a visible kingdom, sometimes to 

an invisible; sometimes to a kingdom within 

the soul, sometimes to an objective kingdom 

realized in human relations. 

Paul does not often use the phrase and when 

he does it is usually in the sense of a spiritual 

kingdom. The kingdom, he says, is not in 

word; it is not meat and drink; it is not a 

matter of flesh and blood; it is a kingdom of 

the Spirit. “It is,” says Lange, "the heavenly 

sphere of life, in which God’s word and 

Spirit govern. ‘The kingdom of God,’ says 

Jesus, 'is within you.’ Its essence lies not 

in things external, but in the inward graces 

of the spiritual life.” And yet the graces 

which Paul mentions have all of them an 

outward and social expression. Righteousness 

is a principle of conduct toward others. Peace 

is not only an inward concord; it is also a 

law of human relationships. And joy is the 

gladness of the Holy Spirit. 

Let Us Pray: These are the days the Lord 

has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in them, 

through Christ. Amen. 



Monday, May 12 

36. The Restraint of the Spirit 

They assayed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit 

suffered them not. Acts 16:7. 

The guidance of the Holy Spirit is often 

a negative guidance, indicated to us by 

closed doors. We are feeling our way, follow¬ 

ing what seems to us to be the right course. 

This is our duty. God’s care for us does not 

dispense us of all care for ourselves. It is God 

who is working in us and for us, but at the 

same time we are working out our own 

salvation with desperate earnestness, with 

fear and trembling. Paul had wholly sur¬ 

rendered his will to Christ but that meant not 

less but more use of every faculty and power 

in Christ’s service. “The citizens of the Holy 

City,” said Augustine, “who live after God, 

fear and are ambitious.” So Paul drove hard 

toward the goals he believed to be right with 

all the power of his mind and will, but sensi¬ 

tive at the same time to every prompting and 

also every warning and restraining of the 

Spirit. He had his definite missionary plan 

and he was in motion in carrying it out. 

The Holy Spirit could easily guide a moving 

man, but who can guide a man who is sta¬ 

tionary? As Robert Wilder used to say in 

calling for missionary volunteers: “Let us 

steam out on the main track of the world’s 

greatest need. If God wants us on a side track 

he can switch us, but God cannot switch a 

motionless engine.” 

Let Us Pray: O God, grant us strong and 

determined wills to be yielded to thy will, 

in the spirit of Christ. Amen. 



Tuesday, May 13 

37. Grieving the Spirit 

And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God in whom you 

were sealed unto the day of redemption. Ephesians 4:30. 

"The juxtaposition shows,” says an old 
commentary, "that it will be by lying, wrath, 
dishonesty and corrupt conversation that he 
will be grieved, and these are the vices 
that have a tendency to dissolve the spiritual 
society, the Church, within which he dwells. 
There is no more difficulty in conceiving the 
thought of the indwelling Spirit being grieved 
by such sins on the part of members of the 
body, than of the sins and miseries of men 
raising the feelings of anger and compassion 
in the Father." 

"At the time of their adoption,” says the 
same old commentary on this passage, "they 
were sealed in the sacrifice of baptism, and 
then they received the earnest of the Spirit, 
which it was God’s purpose that they should 
retain and receive in ever-increasing abund¬ 
ance up to the day of final redemption or 
deliverance. Yet though it was God’s purpose 
that there should be this advance in the 
Christian life from the day of baptism to the 
day of resurrection, we were warned that the 
Spirit, though once given, may be resisted, 
grieved, quenched, so as to depart from 
men.” 

The Christian is one who has been sealed. 
“See,” says Theophylact, “that ye break not 
the seal.” 

Let Us Pray: O Faithful Spirit, make us also 
faithful, steadfast, immovable, always abound¬ 
ing in the life and work and joy of our Lord, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 



Wednesday, May 14 

38. The Dimensions of the Spirit 

For this cause I how my knees unto the Father, from 

whom every family in heaven and earth is named, that he 

would grant you according to the riches of his glory, that 

ye may he strengthened with power through his Spirit 

in the inward man. Ephesians 3:14-16. 

In these verses and those which follow 

Paul tells the Ephesian Christians of his 

seven-fold prayer for them. 1. That God 

would make them worthy of himself, “ac¬ 

cording to the riches of his glory." Their 

need was great but the wealth of God was 

greater. 2. That they might be strengthened 

in the inward man by the only influence that' 

could penetrate thither — the Holy Spirit. 

The expression “the inward man” is used 

three times in the New Testament. 3. That 

Christ may dwell in their hearts, not by sense 

but by faith in the fact. Christ is in us. 4. That 

they might be dominated by love, for love 

is another name for the ordinary working 

of the Holy Spirit in the heart of man, 

and where God’s spirit is, there is love. 

5- That they might experience the reality 

and fulness of the fellowship, “the com¬ 

munion of the saints;” 6. and thus to know, 

as separately they never could know, the 

depth and dimension of the surpassing and 

transcendent love of Christ. 7. That they 

"might be filled unto all the fulness of God.” 

What more could be asked in prayer? 

Let Us Pray: Now unto Him who is able to do 

what we cannot, and more than we can think, 

be the glory and from him the grace. Amen. 



Thursday, May 15 {Ascension Day} 

39. The Ascension and the Spirit 

Being therefore by the right hand of God exalted, and 

having received of the Father the. promise of the Holy 

Spirit, he hath poured forth this, which ye see and hear. 

Acts 2:33. 

The Church of the New Testament made 

much of the Ascension. At least a dozen 

times in the Gospels, the Acts and the 

Epistles, Jesus is spoken of as seen standing or 

sitting at the right hand of God. Paul says it 

is "the man Christ Jesus” who is our media¬ 

tor, and the writer of the Epistle to the 

Hebrews rejoices that we have with God in 

heaven One who shared our human lot and 

carried our human experience unto the heart 

of God. 
We affirm our faith in the Ascension of 

Christ in the confession which we call the 

Apostles’ Creed, but the Church of today 

thinks inadequately of the Ascension and its 

meaning, and especially of its relation to the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. For if in the beginning, 

the Holy Spirit, as John says (John 7 39), 

could not be given until Jesus was glorified, 

can we expect the Spirit to be given to us 

today until Jesus has ascended to his rightful 

place in our personal lives and in human 

society? 

Let Us Pray: O Christ, who hast been exalted 

to the Father, be exalted in us, casting out all 

evil from us, and pouring out upon us the 

fulness of thy Holy Spirit. Amen. 



Friday, May 16 

40. The Judgment of the Spirit 

Whew the Holy Spit it is come, he will convict the work 

in respect of sin, of righteousness and judgment: of sin, 
because they believe not on one; of righteousness, because 

I go to the Father, and ye behold me no more; of judgment, 
because the prince of this world hath been judged. John 
16:8-11. 

Here are depths under depths and heights 
over heights. "The idea of conviction," says 
Westcott, "is complex. It involves the con¬ 
ception of authoritative examination, of un¬ 
questionable proof, of decisive judgment, of 
punitive power.” 

The conviction of the Spirit in respect of 
sin declares unbelief in Christ to be sin. The 
religious indifferentism of the modern world 
does not like this conviction and repudiates 
it, but that does not alter the conviction of the 
Spirit. 

And the Spirit is equally unflinching with 
regard to righteousness. "The Spirit is life 
because of righteousness.” "The Kingdom of 
God is righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit.” "We through the Spirit by 
faith wait for the hope of righteousness.” 
The Spirit is not sentiment. He is justice and 
righteousness and truth. 

“Because I go unto the Father." Why so? 
Because in the life now “closed by the return 
to the Father, there was a complete exhibition 
of righteousness in relation to God and man 
. . . This revelation once given was final.” 

Let Us Pray: O Righteous Father, may thy 
Spirit of righteousness be alike our conviction 
and our strength, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



Saturday, May 17 

41. Proving the Spirit 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove tree spirits, 

whether tbey~ are op God/ . . . ih’ery spirit that cm- 

fesseth not Jesus is not of God: and this is the spirit of 
the antichrist. I John 4:1, 3. 

There is a Holy Spirit of truth and purity. 

And there is an Evil Spirit of falsehood and 

uncleanness. And the Holy Spirit is at enmity 

with the Evil Spirit. Jesus again and again 

dealt with the unclean spirit” (Mark 9:25) 

and the “unclean demon” (Luke 4:23). In one 

dramatic passage he speaks of the evil spirits 

as plural. What was meant to be a temple 

became a slum of evil spirits. That is man’s 

choice — temple or slum. 

This is the great issue of human life — the 

life and death struggle between the good spirit 

and the evil. “For our wrestling,” says Paul, 

"is not against flesh and blood, but against 
spiritual hosts.” (Eph. 6:12) 

Once again today, as in those days, we 

realize that it is Personal Evil against which 

we must fight. As Dr. Adolph Keller wrote 

out of the midst of the Hitler horror: ' ‘We are 

coming back to the first Christian conception 

of the world. The world is not plastic material 

to be easily molded by Christian influence. 

There is a hostile demonic element. The 

Church has to fight stubbornly against prin¬ 

cipalities and powers for its faith and liberty, 

for the conversion of peoples and the spread 

of the gospel.” 

Let Us Pray: O Thou great Man of War, help 

us by thy Spirit to fight the good fight against 

the Evil One. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 



Sunday, May 18 

42. The Unity of the Spirit 

Give diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

of peace. Ephesians 4:3. 

If one were asked to name the central prin¬ 

ciples of the great religions of the world in a 

single word for each, the answer would not be 

difficult. Confucius was once asked for such a 

word and answered: “Reciprocity.” Moham¬ 

medanism does not call itself by the name of 

its founder; its word is “Islam” or “sur¬ 

render”. In Hinduism the word would be 

"Karma” or “fate.” In Buddhism “Nirvana” 

meaning, as some hold, “endless peace,” or 

as others, “extinction.” And in Christianity 

the central word surely is “unity.” 

First of all there is the unity of God. “Hear, 

O Israel, the Lord our God is one.” (Deut. 

0.4). “What commandment is the first of ail? 

Jesus answered,' Hear O Israel, the Lord our 

God, the Lord is one.” (Mark 12:29). “God 

is one.” (Gal. 3:20). 
And there is one Spirit and all who are of 

that Spirit and in that Spirit are one. “There 

is one body and one Spirit, even as ye also were 

called in one hope of your calling.” 

Let Us Pray: Almighty God, who has built 

thy Church upon the foundation of the apos¬ 

tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 

the chief comer stone, grant that by the 

operation of thy Holy Spirit, all Christians 

may be so joined together in the unity of the 

Spirit and the bond of peace, that they may be 

a holy temple, acceptable unto thee, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Gelasian.) 



Monday, May 19 

43. Health Through the Spirit 

If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 

dwclleth in you, he that raised up Christ Jesus from the 

dead shall give life also to your mortal bodies through his 

Spirit that dwelleth in you. Romans 8:11. 

To be spiritually-minded, says Paul, is life. 

To be spiritually-bodied is life also. Indeed, 

Paul makes as much of the Spirit and the body 

as he does of the Spirit and the mind. The 

New Testament knows nothing of that con¬ 

tempt for the body which found expression 

in Manichaeism and the ascetic practices of 

the medieval Church. The only apparent ex¬ 

ception is I Cor. 9:27: “I buffet my body and 

bring it into bondage.” Over against this is 

Paul's constant teaching: "The body is for 

the Lord and the Lord for the body.” “Christ 

is the Savior of the body.” He deprecates any 

severity to the body. He prays for the Thessa- 

lonian Christians: "May your spirit and soul 

and body be preserved entire without blame, 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The 

incarnation of our Lord was just a mortal body 

indwelt by God through the Spirit. And “we 

have been sanctified by the offering of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 

Most of us are afraid of this bold, free doc¬ 

trine of life and therefore of health and 

strength for our bodies through the Holy 
Spirit. 

Let Us Pray: Grant us, O Lord, we beseech 

thee, the spirit to think and do always such 

things as are right, that we, who cannot do 

anything that is good without thee, may by 

thee be enabled to live according to thy will. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Tuesday, May 20 

44. The Fellowship of the Spirit 

If there is any fellowship of the Spirit. Philippians 

2:1. 

Was Paul in any doubt about it? If there was 

one thing about which he was sure it was that 

there was such a fellowship. This was the 

very essence of the Gospel, to Paul and to 

John. "Our fellowship is with the Father,” 

writes John. And he adds, "and with his Son, 

Jesus Christ. ’' And Paul writes, "God is faith¬ 

ful, through whom ye were called into the 

fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

The form of the Apostolic benediction ends 

with the words, "the communion of the Holy 

Spirit." The same language is used in Paul's 

account of the Lord’s Supper, a ‘‘communion 

of the blood and body of Christ.” 
And this was what the Christian Church 

was when it began. It was not an institution, 

or an organization. It was a fellowship — a 

company of disciples, men and women gath¬ 

ered together around the central figure of the 

Savior and so forming a band of friends and 

brothers. 
The fellowship of the Spirit in Christ wiped 

out racial and social distinctions, bound men 

to the furtherance of the Gospel by word and 

life, to loving human service and to the com¬ 

radeship of Christ’s sufferings. 

Let Us Pray: Grant that thy Church, O God, 

may not ask whether there be a fellowship of 

the Spirit but may so obey Christ s new Com¬ 

mandment that the world may know that 

thou didst send him. Amen. 



Wednesday, May 21 

45. Praying in the Spirit, 

Buildingup yourselves onyour most holy faith, praying 

in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, 

looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life. Jude: 20, 21. 

“When ye pray,” said Jesus, "say, Our 
Father.” But Paul says that it is by the Spirit 
that we cry, Father.” If no man can call 
Jesus Lord but by the Holy Spirit how other¬ 
wise can any man call God Father? Just as we 
owe our Bible and its interpretation to the 
Holy Spirit, so we owe to him the power and 
peace of prayer. The Spirit prays in us. The 
Spirit himself prays for us. “The Spirit 
helpeth our infirmity: for we know not how 
to pray as we ought; but the Spirit himself 
maketh intercession for us.” 

, We pray with the Spirit. "I will pray with 
tne Spirit,. says Paul. He means with his own 
spirit but it is the Holy Spirit who works in 
our spirit and “bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God." 

And not only does the Holy Spirit pray in 
ns and for us and with us, but we pray in him. 
"With all prayer and supplication praying at 
all seasons in the Spirit and watching there¬ 
unto in all perseverance and supplication for 
all the saints," says Paul, “and on my be¬ 
half.” And so Jude with all his counsel to us 
to do our part, realizes that we can do all 
this only by prayer in the Holy Spirit. 

Let Us Pray: In thee, O God, we live and 
move and have our being and in thy Holy 
Spirit we abide in thy love and pray, saying, 
‘ Father, our Father.” Amen. 



Thursday, May 22 

46. The Spirit in the Prophets 

No prophecy ever came by the will of man; but men 

spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit. II 
Peter 1:21. 

Peter is speaking of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. “The words of the prophets,” he 
held, “were no mere human exposition, no 
endeavor on man’s part to point to a solution 
of the difficulties which beset men’s minds in 
this life. The prophets were moved by a Spirit 
beyond themselves, and spoke things deeper 
than they themselves understood." This is 
true of the highest human literature. The 
Archer brothers’ Introduction to their transla¬ 
tion of Ibsen’s "Peer Gynt” says, “Peer Gynt 
takes its place, as we hold, on the summits of 
literature precisely because it means so much 
more than the poet consciously intended. Is 
not this one of the characteristics of the 
masterpiece: that everyone can read in it his 
own secret?” If this is true of our human 
books, how much more true of the things 
spoken from God by the Holy Spirit. The 
prophets felt this and searched for the mean¬ 
ings hidden beyond them in the messages with 
which they were charged. 

We owe our Bible to the Holy Spirit — the 
Old Testament and the New, so that we do not 
err in interpreting Paul’s word: “The sword 
of the Spirit is the word of God,” as referring 
to the written as well as the spoken Gospel. 
The Holy Spirit is the great writer on life. 

Let Us Pray: Make us, O God, living epistles 
of Christ, written not with ink, but with thy 
Spirit, to the glory of Christ. Amen. 



Friday, May 23 

47. The Covenant of the Spirit 

And behold, l send forth the promise of my Father 
upon you: but tarry ye in the city, until ye be clothed with 
power from on high. Luke 24:49. 

The Holy Spirit is a promise fulfilled and the 
pledge of the promise of the full redemption 
which is the purpose of God. By him the 
Church is to grow “unto a holy temple in the 
Lord for a habitation of God in the Spirit.” 
The grand new covenant of promise is re¬ 
vealed by the Spirit. 

In an old New England church on a recent 
Sunday morning the whole congregation rose 
to repeat and renew the Christian Covenant 
of this church: 

“I do now avouch Father, 'Son, and Holy 
Spirit to be my covenant God, and I promise, 
so far as God by his grace shall assist me, to 
live a life of holy obedience to all God’s com¬ 
mands and a careful attendance on all God's 
Gospel ordinances and institutions. 

“I do likewise submit myself to the dis¬ 
cipline of his Church, and engage to a faithful 
watch over my brethren in the Lord, accord¬ 
ing to the rules and regulations pointed out 
in God’s word. 

"And I promise that my visible conduct 
shall be regulated in such manner, as shall be 
most for the glory of God, the honor and 
interest of religion, and the everlasting wel¬ 
fare of my own precious and immortal soul." 

Let Us Pray: O Father, Son arid Holy Spirit, 
we avouch thee to be our covenant God and 
as thou hast promised thyself to us we promise 
ourselves to thee. Amen. 



Saturday, May 24 

48. The Spirit and the Churches 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
to the churches. Revelation 2:7. 

To the church at Ephesus: "I have this 
against thee, that thou didst leave thy first 
love. Remember therefore, whence thou art 
fallen, and repent.” 

To the church in Smyrna: "Fear not the 
things which thou art to suffer. Be thou faith¬ 
ful unto death and I will give thee a crown of 
life.” 

To the church in Perganum: “Repent or else 
I come to thee quickly.” 

To the church in Thyatira: “That which ye 
have, hold fast till I come.” 

To the church in Sardis: “Be thou watchful 
and establish the things that remain. ... If 
therefore thou shall not watch, I will come as 
a thief and thou shalt not know what hour 
I will come upon thee.” 

To the church in Philadelphia: “Because 
thou didst keep the word of my patience, I 
also will keep thee from the hour of trial . . . 
I come quickly: hold fast that which thou 
hast, that no one take thy crown.” 

To the church in Laodicea: “Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock: if any man hear 
my voice and open the door, I will come in 
to him and will sup with him, and he with 
me.” 

So the Spirit spoke once in warning. So he 
speaks today. 

Let Us Pray: O Spirit of God, open our ears 
to hear what thou art saying to the Church 
today and that which we hear help us to obey, 
through the help of our Savior, Ctirist. Amen. 



Whitsunday, May 25 {Pentecost} 

49. The Descent of the Spirit 

“And when the day of Pentecost was now 
come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly there came from heaven a sound as 
of the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them tongues, parting 
asunder, like as of fire; and it sat upon each 
one of them. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
. . . And fear came upon every soul: and 
many wonders and signs were done through 
the apostles. And all that believed were to¬ 
gether, and had all things common; and they 
sold their possessions and goods, and parted 
them to all, according as any man had need. 
And day by day, continuing steadfastly with 
one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
at home, they took their food with gladness 
and singleness of heart, praising God, and 
having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to them day by day those that 
were saved.’’ (Acts 2:1-4, 43_47.) 

Let Us Pray: O God, who didst send thy Holy 
Spirit to enkindle the zeal of Christ’s follow¬ 
ers, waiting in Jerusalem for his promised 
gift, we beseech thee to pour out the same 
inspiration on thy people now, on the Church 
of Jesus throughout the world. Revive the 
power of the Gospel in our hearts, that it may 
be to us a sacred trust for the blessing of man¬ 
kind, through our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, in whose name we pray. (Book of 
Common Worship Adap.') 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S. A. 
SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

REV. RALPH A. WAGGONER, D.D., EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

1122 WEST 7TH STREET TELEPHONE 2075 

SEDAL1A, MISSOURI 

March 24, 1947. 

Dear Doctor Speer:- 

Our communications have crossed in the mail. 
I sent you a little note yesterday morning, also 
a small package, and this morning your booklet 
"The Fellowship of the Spirit" arrived. Thank 
you for the booklet. It is an answer to my prayers. 

I have formed a Prayer Group over our Synod in 
which there are 106 people enrolled - 80 of them 
laymen. No organization, and no one knows the 
names but myself. These have covenanted with me 
to pray each day that the New Life Movement, with 
all it's attending implications, may be a success _ 
in our Synod. The response of the laymen to join 
this group has really been wonderful. I try to 
write each one a note' and s'end them a piece of 
literature about every ten days. They have 
promised to pray daily with me till Pentecost, 
May 25th. I've been searching for something to 
send to each one at Eastertime and now comes your 
little booklet which fills my desire. In this 
same mail, I am ordering 150 of them from the 
Federal Council of Churches. Thank you for 
this remembrance to me. 

Kay I ask a favor? At a recent meeting in Kansas 
City a Dr. Copeland of Texas quoted a poem he heard 
you repeat. I understand it is in one of your 
books but I haven't been able to find it. As I 
recall it starts "I stood at the end of the road 
then the author reflects about all that is hebind. 
him and how he may influence all that is before him 
If you have a copy of the poem or can tell me the 
author I'd be very pleased. 

Always with every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Ralph A. Waggoner 
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The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
INCORPORATED 

CABLE ADDRESS “FEDCIL” TELEPHONE GRAMERCY 5-3475 

CHARLES P. TAFT 
PRESIDENT 

Bishop John S. Stamm 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

Harper Sibley 
TREASURER 

rev. Samuel McCrea Cavert 
GENERAL SECRETARY 

297 Fourth Avenue 
New York 10, N. Y. 

Department of Evangelism 

Rev. Jesse M. Bader 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Rev. h. h. McConnell Rev. Phillips P. Moulton 
FIELD SECRETARY DIRECTOR - UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN MISSION 

OFFICERS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT 

REV. E. G. HOM RIG HAUSEN 
CHAIRMAN 

Rev. E. T. Dahlberg 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Rev. Hugh D. Darsib 
RECORDING SECRETARY 

March 26, 1947 

Dear Robert: 

The following is a paragraph from a letter from Mr. Edward 
Crane of the Burlington, Vermont, FREE PRESS - 

"1 have a high regard for Dr. Speer whom 1 met 
during my college days and who made a strong impression 
on me. I have followed his career with interest ever 
since and I know that this series of devotional readings 
will be worthwhile." 

He will use "The Fellowship of the Spirit", printing a de¬ 
votion each day from Easter to Pentecost. 

JMBjFHB 

Yours cordially. 

VM- 
ecutive Secretary 



‘W, 
forty-five Northview avenue 

UPPER MONTCLAIR, NEW JERSEY 

<y^t- 
/ 

st/#~K. 1 

'^-esz/--y/o 

• 0^Six4s 

c&xsi-' 

S&gjzi. s-i//' auja- <ZX~es^0^_ 







*✓ 



Presbyterian Sunday School Missions 
REV. "DICK" FERRELL 

E. 937 - 17th Ave 

SPOKANE 10, WASHINGTON 7 

f (p^f 

^lxay\, sQa. • 

- ^ 7&j£e/6*/y> Si 2Z« 

/2sisf /iS-st&S S&Kj/ /3 

y^i, p. S^Zu^ ^09 <LX<U£lu*£f jZ^t. /VCO^Cd/, 

siZZi^i^L.X) ,^*1^ ' 

/fyZy. ZLnX /Zejt/^ gZ^Lt-z, /&&-xr xZta^r 

^fljl/MAs, £Zrc**\s S~f £is<si, /2<^m ^TLd^’ 

' /aS<- O^eZ <p. 

' On<Z<Z^u^X<sZ<*Zt Z p?<r--— 

+4S' 



/k+s ^ >^ju^; — 

/ - /£_ A^cX2^/ 

v * /2^£ ' 

U^u. ^ A7^ A ^ , 
, / ✓ , 3/1 <_^c_ a^- 

i^a^c, ^ £j6t/4. _^. 

U~ a£~l-*~*-~~. ,,*7/^ 

irv^i'~'b~J- *~i 

-^-o^ueW—sy y Q^fvt-^y £jt-/~+-0-*-rK*CJ &<£ 

j^^uU. ‘U-rtk '^^C- 
(_%*w c^<u£ 'P*^ *r**j£* 



-<-<^e. -4^»y 4-rv*-*~ 

-'jj <■ - ■ - sC^iXjLs sd*— -*■— _ 

<££ -4/-^ -^trrr^s 

^-7^ ?U<*- -ps**- >^y 

n^J^ tr^L *&r 

I V t 

*7^ fisbtsvcSlU*, ^ 

■tr^ 

Us—&-+3 7&-*. Ji^LS-T-*—- y^f-a -£. (?J fcj^L&lsKiLTit-* 

/yZs -f^-t, -jLL£y~ —■ 

e»~*t #-<fcc^ 

7 £t^O><*■•+* 



^ ^ **■*- ^ *f" f~~tev' 

^7^ CVcrX^ '"£*> ^-J5-«. M^ru^- 

^ Xiu Ccr^ 

VW unJ^ (jot jtloCTL^ v^_<^ 

PJLD, totcA w^v-e- . 

<0rLLn. £trvr. OL-crt^'TCo csW. 

L^er^' 

(jL&- &-&*^-r»-^>4_ 

AjfeA 



nzz 9kx0uc dbvd 

7 r<f*/o 

hiekh^Ue, 

SulgEmmS a. ^cu-^ 

Anduabde. £>&J£gA_ ^vittuy? dhi*) tttLo^^y}j OuJ t 

'WvujJ? ^ Z/~ J9it&uck 0*2 CUAmJ? 

jybXtAy udh « lend- bd d&z&n aMJld-£- 

XyftiL\AjlAjJlJbA£j f^e ivbdbscadbriL 0^ dl io-it&t. cc, 

OmS Autety faidbduy te*ddl (*& I'Ktrxe. 

Oca&cJU*y> A*a-*-(a. °~ /tg.a&&SH IhtAAi 'Tb AJLrdl^ 7itu^ 

UdM^Tb TMtHOt&Jjt <^Ua Jfu^±J'bf tifr.Sfvu*'- 

do 9 AJCpdL ttdtyfk. d 9 faftyj OJ&*t a- tbit U *« 

dtfrA? jy hl&AAjM <u~(f *h£. <*d cHtA. <Huy*A4yy> &f~?&6uyb 

cLoty (tyuf V/dfiy-. t US-Lj fieacfi&udpi^ letyUs^ed 

dt/cbd /By. ^iee^. Av Hi ~%r Ab^d Mb 

"^JtAjdt>,f *V\ZeliteBbyL ^ faUZefatzctjnti^ 

&AJP JZa^lAjL4^a/ubfid tbd 

fdtu-eb A%-. Ltf Cl LtM&i/ck 

AOilUtx lj hj-uJ- Cll^s Aal 

^thsLitbi {pcrudtj^ (red UbuL 'teduAm~o fiemce lb 

Ucdt (xjl ^ded /fa dht4Ayt/buf ftie/bdidiitL^ 

OA£ jLet 
&fUtzt^ 



cn\£ ■ 

(&*. $*■**} UuujP ^ <*£d-a 

A_ fa&tl/t ‘^J- ~4as ~s£b4><J Cut Jpffi' 

fl/^' 7 Cufa-^/^tU^. 

$l\JL /?^t<J , ^ t (w%o- V 

AUaj AicA^u'cA^e ? Mo^&t u/imj&ef I/ha^ do 

dkAJzJy % iu ly&\. *? TMAjJ . >frfrt&Ac kee^Lj 

ixrJUl . SAe cuej iMula. friAu- *& dJUu# oxkO^ 

'fy /&fo-i*u^_ L) ■ttfo-fii ieJLe-$j2 ■S&rs^ AJ'Hro-tb 

ly (U*J f PU ^t£fcu>JU^ j ~k OcJLlP (m , 

-’-jZQAA- &**B Ltf\0P AAus«f Ate Alti'chip 

b v U knR\MtA.u^Ttt ajul Un^Zue£~<> Jj ifou*y> f 

ituJ- U ? 

'Ifadix !IwmAa 6mJ kmuj) flx^&sdLi, 

/OUAltAxh yzHA^rxl 



April 9th-1947 

Pi 
Mrs. J. G. Basinger 

529 EAST 85TH STREET 

NEW YORK 28. NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE RE 7 2861 

Emma dear,you are so sweet and good to me,and 
so thoughtful of the things that I love to have. 
"the Fellowship of the Spirit" could not he more 
welcomed.I still read my Five I inutes a day, nd 
lately several of your husbands prayers have been 
such a comfort.In fact you both gr.e great comforts 
to me end unending sourses of strength.lt is a 
wonderful thing- just really knowing you'. God bless 

^ 17e had a very ruiet peaceful Ester.Nance went 
to church,but I had my services here.ihe large 
crowds bewilder me-and the early services are too 
much for me- but it was a blessed day never-the-less. 

Anna Orth called up Sunday evening.! arcie did 
not seem as well,and Sue seenfgd more interested m 
out side things,and had even written a note to 
Farcie.Earlier she refused to read any letter irom 
me fearing I would tell her distressing things of 
my sisters death-but last week she wondered why I 
had not written,so I will try again.lt is very Sc.a. 

Dr Speer would be amused to see my gardening on 
the window sills!! am trying to start some seed,as 
I could, not get things that I wanted last year. 
Mrs Burns writes that she will come back to us this 
summer,and Calv-in Senior has been engaged to cut 
the grass this year,so we should be comparative y 
comfortable. /E HOFE to begin trying week ends by 
ttte middle of May,and will see how my bac.. st.nus 

lt#I am so glad to see that the Coffins are safely 



/back.They must have much of interest to tell.If you 
think of it,remember me to them. 

I am cooking dinner and writing at once,but things 
no:: seem ready,so I must stop. 

Once more,many thanks to the Speers, and very aear^. 
love- 

Nan. 

Christine had tea with me last week;,and seemed so 
very well and normal nd happy. 
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SAMUEL McCREA CAVERT 

297 FOURTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

OFFICE OF 

The Federal Council of the 

Churches of Christ in America April 9, 1947 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Your little booklet "The Fellowship 
of the Spirit" seems to me to fill a very im¬ 
portant place in the devotional life of the 
church. You have done beautiful work in the 
daily meditations and the foreword on "The Meaning 
of Pentecost for Today" is especially valuable. 
I hope and believe that the little booklet will 
have a very wide distribution and be a blessing. 

With constant regards, I remain 

Faithfully yours. 

Samuel McCrea Cavert 
General Secretary 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Conn. 

SMC D 
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April 14,1947 

Near Robert • 

I thank you for my personally inscribed 
copy of your Raster to Pentecost devotion¬ 
al readings. 1 shall meet you daily in 
"The Fellowship of the o-oirit" at our 
family worship,following breakfast. 

^ust to see your handwriting is a ioy, 
since it indicates that you are in good 
health* ''Same here", thank »od S 

In -November I rented a house in the ^rove 
Park section of Asheville i52 Edgemont 
Road) to June first. 1 have made but 
one trip back to New York, to celebrate 
Christmas with our dear people at West 
End* The owner has been in the u.S. 
Consular Service since the Spanish War 
and the house is full of treasures gathered 
by him from the ends of the warld, where 
he has been stationed from time to time* 
I sleep on a high posted hand carved bed 
built for a Near East king; the best bed 
of my sleeping life. 

Remember me most warmly to Mrs* Spear 

Affectionately 

^r* Robert E. Speer 
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61! West Grand View avenue 

SIERRA MADRE. CALIF. 

.*pril I6th, 1947. 

Robert E. Spear 
"Rockledge" 
laicsvilie. Conn. 

Dear Dr Speor: 

We received the copy of'Tne Fellowship of the 
Spirit'you so kindly sent us and have been reading it 
withjoy. i recall the very inspiring messages you gave 
us in Manila in 1915 during our annual meeting and you 
have lost n othing of your fine spirit and vision yet. 
I am eonfident thit though retired from the active work 
in the Foreign Mission board Rooms, you are still as 
motive as ever in other ways. 

lars Hall and I keep well and we are both doing 
what we can to further the work of the kingdom in 
Westminster Church in Pasadena, i have just completed 
my ninth year as parish visitor for the church and find 
nhe work profitable for all. We see Dr and Mrs Hibbard and 
ur and Mrs Brown quite frequently as they are at the 
monte Vista “rove homes about three miles from us. Dr 
Hibb^ard has recently been a bit indisposed but nothing 
serious i ho^e.tj-'e also see ur and Mrs McAnlis and yesterda; 
he went to oan Pedro to meet Mr and Mrs Boll returning 
from the islands. We hope to see t^em uomorrow. 

jars jlo.11 j^-jjLj mo hi 0/^t«eiiaiiig our warn regards to 
Mrs Speer and we trust you are both enjoying good health. 

sincerely. 
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Henry H. Sweets 

Consultant 

Presbyterian Church in the United States 

Christian Education and Ministerial Relief 

Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary 

410 Urban Building Wu. H. Hopper 

Louisville 2, Ky. Treasurer 

April 21, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
"Rockledge" 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert: 

I appreciate so much your thoughtful kindness in sending 
me a copy of your messages "The Fellowship of The Spirit". These 
have proved of wonderful help to me and I am sure they are going 
to be used of God in a large way throughout the Church. 

I always thank God for the inspiration and help I have 
received from you during these many years. You will never know 

what this has meant to me. 

All of us in Louisville appreciate so fully the wonder¬ 
ful help you brought us in those two weeks of meetings. There have 
been many visible results and all of us received spiritual guidance 
and strength because of the presence of you and Mrs. Speer with us. 

I wish so much our paths might cross more frequently. 
There are many things which I would like to talk with you about. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Your sincere friend 



Jbj 
~hr /d-L-v-cJL ~>tsd-~ 

/f >i~U- 4£wiy Ab. L 

Jfir- 9^, ;J97- 

-zw ^ ->uiL j 1 -uysc cyy/ji 

c 

J 
4 A,> ,, /Tfef "MlcU^. 

Onvj U C?^/'2s>/A*Ji*-, +* 'rxtf/?*^,- 

fr*. Q /i^L 2S- 

jVw -A^ ^ 
iJLf ** ,*W*y ^ 
A -^V ahrttJlftM***- j 

AiAAW* AUjlaaJ*, fyahx^dvHZtl 



2336 Ash Street 

Denver, Colorado 

April 23, 1947 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Very many thanks for the copy of the "Fellowship 

of the Spirit", which I am enjoying day by day, and also 

for the little booklet, "Five Minutes a Day". 

I am enclosing a copy of our June program, with 

the thought that it might be of interest to you and Mrs. 

Speer. Please notice that Dr. Leiper of the Federal 

Council of Churches is to be with us. He will add much 

to our program. You will find a number of your friends 

on our faculty list. 

You will be pleased to know that our daughter, 

Esther Roberts, and her children are well and busy with 

home and church and school duties. Katharine, who is as 

tall as her mother now, is just finishing her first year 

at Greeley, and Albert enters Junior High next fall. 

Both the children are a great joy to us. Their little 

home is only a few blocks from us and not far from our 

church (Montview Boulevard). 

Dr. Barrett left our church in fine and united 

condition. Our new minister, who comes in the early fall, 

is Dr. Miller of Lincoln, Nebraska. He and his wife will 

be a great help to our young people. 

Please remember our June conference in your prayers. 

With kindest regards to you and to Mrs. Speer, I am 

Yours cordially. 

LHR:C 
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Princeton University was founded in, 
as the College of New Jersey, and wa: 
to Princeton in 1756. It has a campi 
900 acres. 

April 12, 1 

i Many thanks for "The 
Fellowship of the 

1 Spirit", used with 
\ profit in morning 

devotions . 
| Glad you are coming 
“ for Summer Institute 
| again . 

Yours as ever , 

fit* / 

POST CARD 
Dr. Robert E. Speer 

"Oakledge", 

Lakeville, 

Connecticut. 
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ROC KLE DGE 

LAKEVILLE, CONNECTICUT 

THIS night, this hut, all secrets hold. 

Come quickening cup or chastening rod! 

Mg sou! is justlg overbold 

Since Christ has brothered us in God. 

Father John J. Burke, C. S. P. 

IN the faith that the Incarnation, with iis mystery, its 

glory and iis reality, holds the answer to all oar human 

needs and problems, we send you our Christmas greetings. 

Emma Bailey Speer 

Nineteen Hundred and Thirty Eight Robert E. Speer 

The Year of Our Lord, 
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