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WHA T  THE IDEAL CALI FORNI A HOME SHOULD HAVE

i~. a t t r a c t i v e  s u r r o u n d i n g s
It should be set in distinctive surroundings that will add some
thing to the lives of its inhabitants.

^^CONVENIENCE
It should also he convenient to recreation, to business, and 
to shopping districts.

3 -  EFFECTIVE r e s t r i c t i o n s

The restrictions, the congestion, the traffic, not only of today, 
but of the future, must be well planned and permanently 
regulated.

4 —  FACILITIES FOR O U T D O O R  RECREATION

No home in Southern California is complete without adequate 
and inexpensive recreational facilities.

§ — C O M M U N I T Y  LIFE

Clubs, Amusements, Libraries, Schools, Shopping Center, etc.

• r- PROVI S I ONS  FOR THE CHILDREN

The ideal home should have easily accessible playgrounds and 
schools, be out of the heavy traffic districts, and should, if 
possible, be close by some real open country.

*7 — DESIRABLE NEIGHBORS

Nothing will spoil a home more quickly than undesirable 
neighbors. W e should be careful to choose a district that will 
be permanently settled by substantial people.

8 — SECURITY OF INVESTMENT

The location of a home should be selected in a district that is 
developing and improving, since, all other factors remaining 
constant, a home can enhance in value only as property in 
the district develops.

9 - A  FAIR PRICE

The home that will bring the greatest returns in living for the 
price within our reach.
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44It should be set in distinctive surroundings that will 

add something to the lives of its inhabitants.”

Most of Southern California is settled by people who have moved here from the 
East. The majority came a long way, and sacrificed much, for the privilege of living 
here. Why not take full advantage of all that the country has to offer?

The sun, the rugged hills, the sea, these are the corner stones of California. From 
that foundation all that is typically California grew. How much of it is an integral part 
of your home today?

With sunsets that paint a path of crimson gold across the blue Pacific . . . rugged 
hills that tumble hundreds of feet to surf-lashed cliffs below . . .  with quiet coves and 
clean, white beaches . . .  Palos Verdes is almost a perfect miniature of California.

Here, framed in the windows of every home is a sweeping panorama of all that is 
typically California. Here are surroundings that truly “ add something.”  Surroundings 

that subtly enrich and inspire the lives of all who come within their reach.

Is it any wonder, then, that Palos Verdes has attracted nation-wide attention? 

Entirely different from any previous attempt at community building, it combines all 
that is most desirable in the exclusive English type garden suburb with the attractions 
of a magnificent scenic location and an exceptionally temperate climate. The entire 

community was laid out and designed by a board of world prominent architects, city 
planners and landscape architects headed by Olmstead Brothers, and included Charles 

H. Cheney, city planner, Myron Hunt, David Allison, and other architects. Olmstead 
Brothers, America’s foremost city and landscape architects, have designed Central Park, 

New York; Forest Hills, Long Island; St. Francis Wood, San Francisco; and some 
fourteen leading American city parks.
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Views like this one . . . framed 
in the windows of home after 
home in Palos Verdes Estates 
. . . encompass an area of 1000 
square miles of land and sea.



Forest Hills and St. Francis Wood were formerly considered the two most perfect 

residential districts in the United States. Today, however, Palos Verdes Estates pre

sents a very real challenge to their supremacy. For it has as careful control of city 

planning, recreational areas, and architecture as the other two, combined with a 

natural setting and climate that is superior.

And yet with all these features, the Estates are within the reach of the average home 

owner. The family who can pay $50.00 a month and up, depending on area and zoning, 
can live in this exclusive residential park that is unsurpassed by any other in the 
United States.

Before a single building was erected, 
Palos Verdes was laid out to the last 
detail by the same world-famous city 
planners who designed Central Park, 
New York; Forest Hills, Long Island; 
and St. Francis Wood, San Francisco.





j á

2  -  
' ,fsí?

c 0 S V E S I B i » c #

“ It should be convenient to recreation, to 
business, and to shopping districts.”

Palos Verdes has always been considered the most desirable residential suburb for 

the beach cities. During the last few years, however, several newly constructed high

ways have moved it considerably closer to Los Angeles.

Today, Palos Verdes is only thirty-five minutes from the Wilshire Shopping Dis

trict, forty minutes from Beverly Hills and Hollywood, and forty minutes from down

town Los Angeles. In other words, these new highways have made it a suburb of Los 

Angeles; as convenient, for example, as Beverly Hills or most of Pasadena.

Consider the desirable residential sections which are regarded as “ close in.”  Most 

of them are at least twenty or thirty “ city driving”  minutes from downtown. They offer 

the home owner a pleasant, tree-lined street, attractive homes, landscaped lawns and 

lovely walled-in gardens. But what of freedom? Within those walls of home and garden, 

a snug retreat; outside, a gulf of roaring city life. To reach any activity beyond the 

home, that gulf must first be crossed by automobile.

The infinite variety of California living— the sea, the hills, the outdoor life— that 

drew us here, is all close by. But we must take the car through traffic-ridden streets to 

reach it. How often will we make the effort, not just on week-ends but through the week 

itself? We are close to everything, but are we actually convenient to anything?

Five or ten minutes more along the wide, fast highways to the south, would bring 

us to the complete freedom of Palos Verdes Estates. Here is a community of homes 

within walking distance of the hills, the beach, and the Country Club. Here, without 

ever taking our car from the garage, we may play a set of tennis, swim, ride, golf, or 

simply watch sunsets in the odd hours and half hours between work and the evening

O
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Only 35 minutes from Los Angeles (18 minutes from Long 
Beach) is this secluded retreat from the nerve-racking con
fusion of city life . . .  a place of peace and far horizons.
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A vacationland within the metropolitan area! Here at your 
doorstep is golf, tennis, swimming, fishing, riding, etc. . . . 
magnificent and inspiring surroundings for every recreation.
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meal. Our house and garden of the city has expanded into a 3200-acre vacation land 

within the Metropolitan area.

To those whose interests lie in Long Beach and the neighboring cities, Palos Verdes 

offers the same release that it does to the people of Los Angeles. The distances are in 

different proportion but the advantages are just as great. By living “ close in”  you may 

save five or ten minutes a day. But by using those minutes to take you to Palos Verdes, 

you can make each succeeding hour immeasurably more complete; rich in all the 

wealth of activity and beauty that constitutes true California living.

Where every hour is rich with changing panoramas
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H alf the total area of Palos 
Verdes Estates is permanently

Intelligent architectural control protects your home— even the 
shopping centers are rigidly restricted in architecture and size.
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“ The restrictions, the congestion, the traffic, 
not only of today, hut of the future, must be 
well planned and permanently regulated.”

Palos Verdes Estates is one of the most carefully protected communities in the

master plan. Half the total area is devoted to community functions and decorative 
purposes. Every lot purchaser owns a share in the 700 acres of land held for recreational 
pursuits.

or built upon, permanent parks and playground areas, one of California’s finest golf 
courses, and miles of magnificent bridle trails, even streets that are scientifically 
planned to handle the maximum future traffic of the completed community, guarantee 
that the future generations in Palos Verdes will enjoy for all time the unspoiled beauty 
that is there today.

Large, carefully laid out lots, restricted to one family houses, preclude any possi
bility of congestion or crowding.

Even the shopping centers are rigidly protected, both as to architecture, and the 
number of buildings allowed. No bill boards are permitted within the limits of the

Intelligent standards of architectural taste are another part of the home owner’s

requirements of these standards.

In short, the whole community is planned upon principles of beauty and perma
nence. The prices of homesites have been reduced lately to a level in keeping with the

seclusion and beauty of an immense private estate at the cost of a city dwelling.

United States. Before a spade of earth was turned, it was laid out to the last detail on a

Four and one-half miles of absolutely unspoiled shore line which can never be sold

Estates.

protection. Every one of the buildings already erected in the Estates has met with the

times but the exclusive qualities of the Estates will not suffer. The original Palos Verdes 
master plan has been carried out to the letter. As a result, Palos Verdes offers all the

13
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Every resident of Palos Verdes Estates is automatically a 
member of the convenient beach club and country club.

recreational facilities uncrowded, and 
within the boundaries of the Estates.
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“ No home in Southern California is complete without 

adequate and inexpensive recreational facilities.”

On the day your family moves into its new home in Palos Verdes, you become mem
bers of the Beach Club and the Palos Verdes Country Club. These memberships run 
with the land, with full privileges, and will afford you a unique experience in club life. 
For the first time, probably, you will find yourself really taking advantage of a club 
membership.

The secret of the Clubs’ popularity lies in the fact that they are so conveniently 
located. The members are Palos Verdes residents and their friends. They use the clubs 
so frequently (both are within ten minutes of any home in the Estates) that everyone 
soon forms a wide circle of acquaintances. This results in an intimate, closely welded 
membership which is all that the term club implies.

The Beach Club faces on quiet Malaga Cove, not four blocks from the community 
center, and is much used in the long summer days by children as well as adults. There 
is a large outdoor swimming pool, a wading pool for the youngsters, with several hun
dred yards of protected sandy beach nearby. The Clubhouse has comfortable, well- 
appointed locker rooms and showers, easy informal club rooms, and all the little 
niceties that go to make the beach a pleasure rather than a task.

The Country Club lies up the valley near the eastern entrance to the Estates. Like

Exhilarating golf beside the blue Pacific.
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The riding club is famous for fine horses and unsurpassed bridle 
trails. You will develop sun-lazing to a fine art at the beach club.

Public
school
courts,

tennis courts in the T^fe-acre 
playground adjoin basketball 
grass baseball diamond, etc.■■■II
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the Beach Club, it is complete and modern in every detail. The eighteen-hole golf course, 

lying 400 to 500 feet above the sea level, is one of the finest in Southern California. Its 

rolling, gully-slashed fairways are lined with trees, through which breath-taking views 

of the ocean may be seen.

Public Tennis Courts, located in the seven-acre playground of Malaga Cove School, 

adjoin a full size baseball diamond and basketball courts. These are well patronized by 

all ages.

Some of the finest surf fishing in Southern California may be had off the nearby 

beaches or from the rocks of the many coves along this coast. Marine life is especially 

rich in the many tidal pools.

Surfboard riding in Bluff Cove is said to be the best along the whole coast, rivalling 

Waikiki.

If you like to ride, there is a Riding Club a quarter of a mile from the Country Club. 

Here you may stable your own horses or rent excellent mounts by the hour. Thirty-five 

miles of bridle paths wind down through the lovely eucalyptus grove, along the beaches, 

and back through the hills behind the Estates.

All of these facilities are within the compact seclusion of Palos Verdes itself. Reach

ing them from any home in the community is only a matter of minutes, for in Palos 

Verdes, your playground literally begins at the front door.

Fine surf boarding and fishing at your door
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Picturesque 
La Venta Inn 
is a popular 
center of gay 
social life.

■ . ■

Palos Verdes public library and art gallery houses 
many of the world’s treasures. New exhibits, art 
classes, lectures, etc., add fresh interest each month.
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“ Clubs, Amusements, Libraries, Schools, 

Shopping Districts, etc.”

Those who prefer to take their recreation a little less actively will still find the 

Country Club a real source of pleasure. The dining room and its excellent facilities 

are always at your disposal. There, you may entertain at an informal luncheon or a 

large dinner dance. Bridge foursomes are easy to arrange at any hour of the day. Club 

dances are held regularly.

In the last few years La Venta Inn has become one of the popular centers of social 

activity in Southern California. Justly celebrated for its spectacular views, it provides 

an ideal setting for bridge luncheons and dinner parties.

The Palos Verdes Womens Club, now ten years old, offers splendid opportunities 

for cultural and social pursuits.

Several motion picture theatres, with first run programs, are within five or ten 

minutes driving distance in the beach towns to the north.

Palos Verdes Public Library and Art Gallery is one of the show places of the 

community. Many treasures from the Frank Vanderlip collection of art are housed in 

the building. A wide selection of books, some exceptionally well painted murals, a 

collection of prehistoric fossils dug up on the Estates themselves, and comfortable, 

attractively furnished reading rooms, make it a popular retreat for evenings of reading 

and discussion. Palos Verdes Community Arts Association maintains month to month 

exhibits of paintings, sculpture, water colors, etchings, etc., conducts art classes in 

the summer, and sponsors lectures and concerts in the library throughout the year.

The $100,000 Malaga Cove School is another center of community life. It has a 

completely equipped auditorium and stage, with a seating capacity of 300, and sup-



Flower shows, costume balls, Women s Club 
and many other activities fill the calendar.

Malaga Cove plaza. . .  
center of the community 
life that has won a uni
que reputation for its 
spirit of easy friendli
ness and charm.



ports a rapidly growing Little Theater movement. Monthly community dances are 

held here, as well as dancing classes for both young and old. Here, also, the Com

munity Sunday School has been maintained for ten years.

Shops, stores, a public garage, and Post Office are located in the attractive Malaga 

Cove Plaza at the center of the community. These shopping facilities are well augmented 

in the nearby city of Redondo, five minutes from the Estates.

In all, Palos Verdes is typical of that proverbial suburban community of which 

the city dweller often dreams but seldom sees; uncommon in its abundance of natural 

beauty, restful in its quiet peace, and warm in its spirit of easy friendliness and charm. 

A community, compact and secluded which has succeeded in shutting out all din and 

confusion of modern metropolitan life.

Sound minds and healthy bodies are developed at the Palos Verdes public school



The Palos Verdes Estates “ Swimmin’ Hole” .



. .  easily accessible playgrounds and schools 

. . . out of the heavy traffic districts . . . close 

by some real open country.”

Very few places that are really ideal for children are convenient enough to the 

cities to warrant consideration as homesites. The cities, themselves, are after all, built 

for adults. All the artificial parks and playgrounds in the world cannot alter this fact.

In this respect we feel justified in calling Palos Verdes ideal. Many of the recre

ational features, including the handball, volleyball, and tennis courts, the baseball 

diamond, swimming pool, and wading pool, have already been mentioned. In addition, 

the community owns in common a high school site and ball field of 40 acres and other 

playgrounds and school sites of 10 or more acres each.

But better than all these is the open country of Palos Verdes; thousands of acres 

of rolling hills, and four and a half miles of sea coast as unspoiled as the day it was 

created. With these hills, the Estates will never lack ample room for all the space

demanding activities of the young. Here they may hike, or camp, or ride the thrilling 

hill crest bridle trails. Here they may have that priceless heritage of open country to 
which all children are entitled.

| g iP



Safe, modern buses bring children to the $100,000 Malaga Cove 
School, occupying a T^/s-acre tract within sound of the surf. Play
ground facilities include handball, volley ball, tennis courts, baseball 
diamond, football field, etc.— all under competent instruction.

Here in Palos Verdes your children grow robust and strong on fresh 
sea air and sparkling sunshine, unfretted by the inhibitions of city life.



Childhood at Palos Verdes is safe, unhurried, and wholesome.

Of equal importance to the parents, if not to the children, is the absence of traffic. 
Palos Verdes, situated as it is on a peninsula, is out of all present and future traffic 
lanes. As a result, the streets will always be comparatively free of automobiles. To 
parents who have dreaded every school day with its trip through traffic-ridden districts, 
this feature is a real blessing.

The Malaga Cove School is located on a seven and a half acre plot, four blocks from 
the community center. Here, within sound of the surf, is a completely modern educa
tional plant with eight teachers and 128 pupils enrolled in eight grades. Pupils are 
brought to and from school each day by the school bus.

Because it serves only the children of Palos Verdes residents, Malaga Cove School 
has all the advantages of a private institution. The pupils share a common background 
of good breeding, pleasant home life, and attractive surroundings. They are brought 
up naturally in the healthy outdoor life of hills and sea. The result is a group of normal, 
clear eyed, happy youngsters who are the finest, testimonials to the benefits of life in 
Palos Verdes.



Neighbors meet frequently on common ground, 
amid surroundings that promote solid friendships.
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. . W e should be careful to choose a district that 

will be permanently settled by substantial people.”

Palos Verdes has been settled by cosmopolitan people. It has developed a com

munity spirit that is charming and friendly. Yet never for an instant does that spirit 

encroach on the privacy of any family. This is possible because the residents are not, 

in any sense of the word, an ordinary group.

There is no transient element in Palos Verdes. The homes are owned, not rented. 

No one settles here with the idea of staying a few years until he can move on to some

thing better. It is no residential stepping stone.

The families who have come to Palos Verdes have come because they sincerely 

believe it to be the finest residential district in the Los Angeles area. They not only love 

its beauty but they appreciate to the fullest extent its splendid opportunities for Cali

fornia living. As a result, the whole community has many interests in common. Every 

neighbor shares the same recreational facilities. They meet frequently on common 

ground. And friendships that are struck up on the beach, and at the first tee, may be 

carried easily and informally on into the home. The spirit of honest friendliness and 

hospitality that has made California famous is an integral part of Palos Verdes. The 

reservations and barriers common to cramped city life are both unnecessary and un

known here.

Your children, too, will find that their schooldays here gain them a heritage of 

friendships that they will keep through life— unbroken by the shifting currents of 

metropolitan life. Palos Verdes is a community that offers you more than a home. 

It offers you an abundance of worthwhile friends with whom to share it.
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“ The location of a home should be selected in a district 
that is developing and improving, since, all other 
factors remaining constant . . .  a home can enhance in 
value only as property in the district develops.”

The normal trend in city real estate is outward. For a time, a district will be 
exclusively residential. Then gradually apartment houses and rentals will begin to 
appear. The resulting increase in population brings a demand for commercial develop
ment. And before long the district is so closely packed and congested that it is no 
longer desirable for private homes. Before this point is reached, of course, the popular 
residential district has already moved on out. However, it, too, is vulnerable to the 
same cycle of development that spoiled the first.

In the last twenty years, Los Angeles has seen an abnormal number of these cycles. 
Only a few years ago the Ambassador Hotel was built at the edge of the city. At that 
time the corner of Wilshire and La Brea was out in the country.

The Los Angeles of 1936 is still growing as rapidly as the Los Angeles of 1916. 
Inflation, always a tremendous stimulus to real estate development, is apparently in
evitable. What will happen to today’s outlying districts in the twenty years to come?

We cannot answer for the others, but we can answer definitely for Palos Verdes. 
We have already shown how the Estates is protected from within by rigid restrictions 
and careful community planning. Of more importance to the present discussion, 
however, is the ideal system of natural barriers which protect it from without. 
Surrounded on three sides by the ocean and on the fourth by an abruptly rising range 
of hills, Palos Verdes might well be likened to an island. Regardless of what happens 
to the world outside, it will always remain secluded behind its wall of rolling hills.

Such definite factors of security are bound to attract people to the Estates. It is the 
one place where they can build safely for the future. And as the passing years find 
fewer and fewer available building sites in Palos Verdes, each new home will mean 
an inevitable increase in the value of your own.



“ The home that will bring the greatest returns 
in living for the price within our reach.”

We believe that, having read this far, you will agree that Palos Verdes offers the 
home-seeker attractions which cannot be found anywhere else in Southern California.

If you can pay $50 or more monthly rent, you can own your own home in this 
famous community which has been described as “ American Living at Its Finest.”  Prop
erty costs and building restrictions naturally vary in different areas. Far-sighted city 
planners have protected the interests of small and large home-owners alike— yet no 
obvious line of demarcation affects the beauty of Palos Verdes as a whole. And every 
home, regardless of price, includes club memberships, a share of community proper
ties, and all the privileges of Palos Verdes Estates.

I.

There are beautiful Highland Estates of 120 foot frontage, many with commanding 
and imposing views, where you can own a home for minimum costs of $6800, $8400 or 
$12,000, depending on the area, the lot, and size of the house. Some may be purchased 
in monthly payments of as little as $50.00.

n.
There are Sea Terrace Estates, overlooking the ocean, where the homes range from 

$7000 to $13,000 in minimum price ($65.00 a month and up). The lots in this section 
are one-third of an acre or more in size.

Sea Terrace homes in the Margate Area range from a minimum of $7000, $8200 
and $10,000, up (or $60.00, $70.00 and $80.00 a month respectively).

Sea Terrace homes in the Malaga Cove Area range from $11,000 up.

III.

The Hill Top Estates in the Montemalaga Area are one acre or more each at an 
elevation of 900 feet. You can own a home on one of these spacious sites, commanding 
a gorgeous marine view, for $11,500 and up.



S U M M A R Y  OF A NA L Y S I S
We have tried to analyze fairly the characteristics of Palos Verdes Estates with respect to the nine 

accepted standards for the ideal California home.

There are numerous attractive residential areas in Southern California. Many are admirable from 
the standpoint of three or four of the nine accepted standards. Some may qualify on five or six. But we 
sincerely believe that no other single residential area in Southern California offers the combination of 
attractions you will find in Palos Verdes Estates.

In fact, a group of the leading Southern California economists recently conducted a survey of the 
principal residential areas of Southern California for the purpose of determining which offered most to 
the prospective home owner. Each area was analyzed from the standpoint of attractive surroundings, 
convenience, restrictions, recreational facilities, price, etc. In the final rating Palos Verdes was first 
by a wide margin.

“ In my opinion, Palos Verdes today offers greater values for less money than any other 
residential area in Southern C aliforn ia — Charles H. Cheney, city planning consultant

Spend Half oh Hout al

PALOS VERDES ESTATES
Befóte (fou Buy ot Build a Home

D o w n t o w n  O f f i c e : 6 3 4  S o u t h  S p r i n g , L o s  A n g e l e s , T R i n i t y  8 5 5 6  
S a l e s  O f f i c e s M a l a c a  C o v e  P l a z a , P a l o s  V e r d e s  E s t a t e s , C a l i f o r n i a

P h o n e  R e d o n d o  7 3 3 6






