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EDITORS PREFACE

Commentary that will be abreast of modern biblical scholar-

ship, and in a measure lead its van.

Messrs. Charles Scribner's Sons of New York, and Messrs.

T. & T. Clark of Edinburgh, propose to publish such a

series of Commentaries on the Old and New Testaments,

under the editorship of Prof. C. A. Briggs, D.D., in America,

and of Prof. S. R. Driver, D.D., for the Old Testament, and

the Rev. Alfred Plummer, D.D., for the New Testament,

in Great Britain.

The Commentaries will be international and inter-con-

fessional, and will be free from polemical and ecclesiastical

bias. They will be based upon a thorough critical study of

the original texts of the Bible, and upon critical methods of

interpretation. They are designed chiefly for students and

clergymen, and will be written in a compact style. Each

book will be preceded by an Introduction, stating the results

of criticism upon it, and discussing impartially the questions

still remaining open. The details of criticism will appear

in their proper place in the body of the Commentary. Each

section of the Text will be introduced with a paraphrase,

or summary of contents. Technical details of textual and

philological criticism will, as a rule, be kept distinct from

matter of a more general character ; and in the Old Testa-

ment the exegetical notes will be arranged, as far as

possible, so as to be serviceable to students not acquainted

with Hebrew. The History of Interpretation of the Books

will be dealt with, when necessary, in the Introductions,

with critical notices of the most important literature of

the subject. Historical and Archaeological questions, as

well as questions of Biblical Theology, are included in the

plan of the Commentaries, but not Practical or Homiletical

Exegesis. The Volumes will constitute a uniform series.
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The following eminent Scholars are engaged upon the

Volumes named below :

—

THE OLD TESTAMENT.

Genesis. The Rev. T. K. Cheyne, D.D., Oriel Professor of the

Interpretation of Holy Scripture, University ot Oxford.

Exodus. The Rev. A. R. S. Kennedy, D.D. , Professor of Hebrew,
University of Edinburgh.

Leviticus.
J.

F. Stenning, M.A., Fellow of Wadham College,

Oxford.

Numbers. G. Buchanan Gray, M.A., Lecturer in Hebrew,
Mansfield College, Oxford.

Deuteronomy. The Rev. S. R. Driver, D.D., Regius Professor of

Hebrew, Oxford. [_A''o7ij Reaiiy.

Joshua. The Rev. George Adam Smith, D.D., Professor of

Hebrew, Free Church College, Glasgow.

Judges. The Rev. George Moore, D.D., Professor of Hebrew,
Andover Theological Seminary, Andover, Mass.

\_A^07u J\t'adY-

Samuel. The Rev. H. P. Smith, D.D., Professor of Biblical

History, Amherst College, Mass. \_A\nv Ready.

Kings, The Rev. Francis Brown, D.D., Professor of Hebrew
and Cognate Languages, Union Theological Seminary,

New York City.

Chronicles. The Rev. Edward L. Curtis, D.D. , Professor of He-

brew, Yale University, New Haven, Conn.

Ezra and The Rev. L. W. Batten, Ph.D., Professor of Hebrew.
Nehemiah. p. E. Divinity School, Philadelphia.

Psalms. The Rev. Charles A. Briggs, D.D., Edward Robinson
Professor of Biblical Theology, Union Theological

Seminary, New York.
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vard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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Hebrew, Oxford.
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Hebrew, Free Church College, Edinburgh.
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Daniel. The Rev. John P. Peters, Ph.D., late Professor of
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PREFACE.

The plan and purpose of this series of commentaries are so

well illustrated by the volumes that have preceded this— the one

on Deuteronomy by Professor Driver and the one on Judges by

Professor Moore— that further statement would be superfluous.

In preparing the present number of the series I have constantly

had occasion to admire the work of these predecessors, and I

shall be gratified if the present volume shall be found worthy

of a place by the side of theirs.

The historical importance of the Books of Samuel must be

evident to the least attentive reader. In them we have the only

sources of information concerning the origin of the monarchy in

Israel. How much this implies will be seen if we suppose the

names of Samuel, Saul, and David blotted out of our history of

Israel. Besides the direct information which we receive from

their narrative, these books throw great hght upon the manners,

customs, and religion of Israel, not only for the period of which

they professedly treat, but also for the times in which the various

authors lived and wrote.

An understanding of these books is therefore a first necessity

to the scholar who would correctly apprehend the history of

Israel. Such an understanding is not so easy to attain as appears

upon the surface. For one thing, the Hebrew text has come

to us much corrupted in transmission— imperfect to a greater

degree than that of any other part of the Old Testament, with

perhaps one exception. The difficult and delicate task thus

thrown upon the exegete will appear to the careful student of
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this volume. In the second place, these books present peculiar

problems for the so-called higher criticism. Nowhere are the

phenomena of a complex literary process more obvious, and yet

nowhere are these phenomena more difficult to interpret.

The expositor is encouraged in the face of these difficulties

by the fact that excellent work has already been done in both

these departments of study. The criticism of the text was

seriously undertaken (though with inadequate apparatus) by

Thenius in 1842, and since that time the problem has been

attacked by Wellhausen, Klostermann, Driver, and Budde. In

the department of the higher criticism so much cannot be said.

Yet even here the books before us have had as much attention

as any part of the Old Testament, except the Pentateuch and

the Book of Isaiah.

Originality can hardly be claimed by one who follows in such

a train. I can only claim that I have carefully considered every

suggestion of my predecessors and have tried to judge it on its

merits. With regard to the text, the emendations of Thenius and

Wellhausen have become a part of exegetical tradition.

In my anxiety to be helpful to the beginner I have sometimes

explained that which the more advanced student will find to be

sufficiently clear in itself. So far as I know, I have passed no

difficulty by in silence. That the consideration of many passages

results in a non liquet will probably not be found surprising.

The preparation of the commentary, after being begun, was

interrupted for about two years by causes beyond my control.

For the greater part of the time in which I was engaged upon

it, no good library was within my reach. My friend Professor

Briggs and the librarians of Union, Lane, and Hartford Theo-

logical Seminaries generously relieved this difficulty by granting

me the use of a number of volumes— a courtesy which it gives

me pleasure here to acknowledge.

Amherst, Mass., yM/v 20, 1898.
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INTRODUCTION.

§ I. The Title.

The two books are one book in Hebrew manuscripts. The
division into two was first made by the Greek translators or by

the Greek copyists. As we know from classic writers, the rolls on

which Greek and Latin works were written were of certain con-

ventional sizes. Biblical books (Samuel, Kings, Chronicles) were

divided into two in order to conform to this rule of the trade.

The division passed over into the Latin Bible, but invaded the

Hebrew copies only with the first Rabbinical Bible of Bomberg.*

The original state of the case is still indicated, in editions of

the Hebrew, by the Massoretic summary which gives the number

of verses only at the end of the second book, thus treating the

two as one. In this summary we find also the phrase Book of

Samuel used, and are told that the middle verse is the one num-

bered by us I S. 28-''. Origen is quoted by Eusebiusf as affirm-

ing specifically that the first and second Books of the Kingdoms

form one book among the Hebrews, and that this bears the name

of Samuel. A Greek MS. also remarks \ at the close of i S. that

Aquilsifollowing the Hebrews does not divide but makes the two

one book. Jerome in the Prologus Galeatus (printed in the

authorized editions of the Vulgate) names as third in the list of

the Prophets, Samuel, quern nos Regum primum et secundum dici-

mus. With this agrees the Talmud, which names Judges, Samuel,

Kings, § as though each were but a single book.

* Published at Venice, 1516. Cf. Ginsburg, Introduction to the Massoretico-

Critical Edition of the Hebrew Bible (1897).

t Hist. Eccles. VI. 25, as cited by Kl.

X Field, Hexap. Orig. I. p. 543.

^ The passage {Baba Bafkra, 14 a) is translated in Briggs, Biblical Study (1883),

p. 175 ff., and Briggs, General Introduction to the Study of Holy Scripture (1899),

p. 252 f.

xi
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The title of the book (or books) is in the Hebrew Canon
Saffu/el, apparently because Samuel is the leading character in

the earlier chapters. The name is unfortunate, as Samuel ceases

to be prominent after the middle of the first book, and David

occupies the narrator's whole attention from that point on. The
infelicity is removed by the Greek translators who count the two

books as First and Second Books of the Kingdoms, the two fol-

lowing counting Third and Fourth of the series. The Latin

adopted a modification of this form, counting four books of Kings

{Regiwi). In at least one printed edition of the Hebrew text,

this name has been introduced by the side of the other.

In the more accurate editions of the Hebrew text 2 S. has no heading, and

is separated only by a space of three words' breadth from the preceding book.

The note at the end of 2 S. begins SNinif lijcn ipiDfl aisD, the verses of the

two books together being reckoned 1506. The edition which introduces

D'lj'jDnD ('r.^') prsn -^bd along with (-2) 'x hamz' is the edition of Plantin,

1680. In (5 we find 0a.(n\eiciv irpcirr}, Sevrepa, represented in some Latin

MSS. by Regnorum instead of Kegiim. In 5 Kethabha dashimi'il nebhiya.

§ 2. Contents.

The Books of Samuel form a part of the continuous history of

Israel which begins with the conquest of Canaan and ends with

the Exile, or, if we include the Pentateuch as is apparently the

design of the collectors of the books, which begins with the Crea-

tion and ends with the Exile. This part of the history is, how-

ever, less closely connected with the Book of Judges, which

precedes, than with the First Book of Kings, which follows. For,

while there is every reason to believe that the Philistine oppres-

sion, from which Samson began to deliver Israel, is the same

which afflicted the people in the time of Samuel, we have no

certain means of deciding how long a time had elapsed from the

death of Samson until the events narrated in i S. i ; while at the

conclusion of 2 S. the unfinished life of David is immediately

continued in the opening chapters of i K.

The period covered by these books may be estimated at about

a hundred years. It was evidently one of the most important

centuries in the life of Israel, for in it was effected the transition

from the tribal form of government (if government it may be
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called) to the settled monarchy of David. At the opening of the

period the prominent figures (Eli, Samuel) are classed by the

author with the heroes of the Book of Judges. Saul is the first

who attempts to cement the people together by the monarchy'.

Although his experiment ended in disaster, there is no reason to

doubt that his failure paved the way for David's success. In the

long struggle against the Philistine oppressor the nation realized

its own unity, learned its own strength, and prepared to play its

part in the history of the world. What light we have upon this

time of storm and stress, of heroic struggle and high achievement,

comes from the Books of Samuel.

In accordance with what has just been said, the subject-matter

divides itself readily under the three heads : Samuel, Saul, and

David. But as the three are contemporaneous for some years, the

sections overlap, and the transition period of Saul falls within

the time allotted to Samuel on the one hand or to David on the

other. Such seems to have been the mind of the author (or final

redactor) of the Books, to whom Saul was of minor importance.

This is sufficiently indicated by the fact that Samuel is the real

authority after Saul is anointed, and that so soon as Saul is

rejected David is anointed. To the theocratic view, the history

belongs to Samuel and to David, and its two sections are i S. 1-15,

the life of Samuel; and i S. 16-2 S. 24, the life of David. The

life of David, however, consists of two well-marked sections, the

first, the period of struggle, is described in i S. 16-2 S. i
;

the second, his reign over Israel, occupies 2 S. 2-24.

The plan of the Book is of course the plan of the final editor. The remarks

just made concerning the minor importance of Saul apply to the view of this

editor alone. For it is evident that the work embodies documents whose view

of Saul is much more favourable. To the earlier writer Saul is one of the

heroic figures in the history of Israel, and this writer would doubtless have

made the story of Saul equally important with the story of David. The manner

in which his work is now interrupted by sections of a different tenor makes it

difficult to form a distinct scheme of the Book. But the following schedule

will show the subjects treated

:

A. I Samuel 1-15. The Life of Samuel.

^ 1-7. Samuel as Judge.

1 1-4'^. Birth, consecration, and call.

4ib-22. The house of Eli.
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5^-7^. The capture and return of the Ark.

^2-17 Deliverance from the Philistines.

8-12. Election of a King.

8. The people's demand.

9, 10. Saul is secretly anointed and then publicly chosen.

n. Saul's victory over Amnion.

12. Samuel's farewell address.

13-13- Saul's Early Reign.

13, 14. Defeat of the Philistines.

15. Disobedience and rejection.

B. I Samuel 16-2 Samuel i. Saul and David,

16^-21^. David at the Court.

i6^"i''. The secret unction.

1514-23, xhe service of Saul.

17^-18^. The encounter with Goliath.

i86-30_ Saul's jealousy.

19. Attempts upon David's life.

2o'-2ii. David's flight.

21^-26. David an Outlaw Captain.

2i2-io_ The help of the priest.

2iii-22^. The escape made good.

22'^--3. Murder of the priests.

23. Saul seeks David.

24. David spares Saul.

25. David and Nabal.

26. David spares Saul.

2'^-2 S. J. David as Vassal ofAchish.

2"]. David takes service.

28. Saul's extremity.

29. David's rejection from the Philistine army.

30. Burning of Ziklag.

31. The battle of Gilboa.

2 S. I. Information of Saul's death.

C. 2 Samuel 2-24. David the King.

2-4. In Hebro7i.

2I-3I. The civil war.

3^-^, David's family.

36-39. Death of Abner.

4. Assassination of Ishbaal.



COMPOSITION OF THE BOOK XV

j-24. In Jerusalem.

5. Capture of Jerusalem.

6. Transfer of the Ark.

7. The Messianic promise.

8. Sundry wars.

9. Meribbaal.

10-12. The Ammonite war and David's adultery.

13. Amnon's crime and Absalom's revenge.

14. Absalom's recall.

15-19. The usurpation.

20. Sheba's revolt.

21^"^''. The Gibeonites avenged.

2ii5-22_ Sundry exploits.

22^-23'^. Two Psalms.

228-39. Catalogue of the chief warriors.

24. The pestilence.

§ 3. Composition of the Book.

As is now well known, the Hebrew historians whose works have

come down to us made free use of previously existing documents.

Their method is abundantly exemplified in the Books of Chroni-

cles, where we are able to compare the result and the sources.

Where the earlier documents, or sources of compilation, have

perished, as is the case in the books we are now considering, the

demonstration is not so striking. But even here the phenomena

are sufficiently plain, and enable us to say with practical certainty

that the method was the same. The first thing that attracts our

attention in reading the story of Samuel and David is the obvious

duplication ofcertain incidents. Two denunciations of Eli's course

are related, either one of which abundantly answers the author's

purpose. There are two accounts of Saul's rejection, and the

second makes no allusion to the earlier. The two (or three)

accounts of Saul's appointment as king are probably another

example. Two accounts of David's coming to court have long

given trouble to the harmonist. We have two sets of negotiations

for Saul's daughter, the later being ignorant of the earlier one.

There are at least two accounts of David's flight from court, two

of his having Saul in his power, two of his seeking refuge with

Achish, two of the death of Saul. The difficulty of working these

into one history increases with each additional incident. The
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simplest way to account for them is to suppose that they are real

duplicates,— variant accounts of the same series of events, put

together by a compiler who wished to preserve for us whatever

he found of interest in both (or all) his sources.

Equally convincing is the difference in style and point of view,

which is noticed as we pass from one section to another. In one

place Samuel appears as the theocratic ruler of the people, com-

parable to Moses, and to Moses alone among the heroes of Israel.

He administers the government as the representative of Yahweh.

^Il;ie whole people gather at his call, and he rebukes and com-
mands with more than kingly authority. In another place he is

the seer of a small town, respected as one who blesses the sacrifice

and presides at the local festival, but known only as a clairvoyant,

whose information concerning lost or strayed property is reliable.

Even thus he is unknown to Saul, whose home is only a few miles

away. With this difference of view goes a difference of poUtical

theory. In one account Saul is chosen as king by God, is wel-

comed by Samuel, is assured that God is with him and encour-

aged to act as he finds opportunity. His election by God is an

act of grace ; for God has looked upon the afiliction of his people,

and now promises that Saul shall deliver them from the hand of

the Philistines. But in other sections of the narrative the desire

of the people for a king is an act of rebellion against Yahweh.

Their act is an act of apostasy parallel to all their rebellions of

earlier times. No wonder ; for to this narrator the Philistine

oppression has already been relieved by Samuel. By spiritual

weapons these enemies have been vanquished so that they come
no more into the territory of Israel, and even surrender the terri-

tory which they had taken away. So great a discrepancy, not in

details of the narrative only, but also in the whole view of the

same period, is not conceivable in one author. It can be accounted

for only on the hypothesis that various works have been combined

in one.

§ 4. Analysis of i Samuel i.-xv.

As already remarked, these chapters form a distinctly marked

section of the work before us. Within this section we can easily

select certain paragraphs which have a common tone. In these
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Samuel appears as the theocratic ruler of Israel. The most strik-

ing instance is chapter y^*^". In this section Samuel's influence

suffices to make the people put away their false gods as by

a common impulse. At his command they gather at Mizpah.

Their assembly is a religious convocation. The PhiHstine attack

finds the people apparently undefended. But the prevailing

prayer of Samuel is stronger than earthly weapons. Throughout

the chapter, Samuel reminds us of Moses. Like the great Law-

giver, Samuel rebukes the people, judges them, intercedes for

them. Their victory over the enemy is due to his prayers, as

the victory over Amalek in the Wilderness is due to the upraised

hands of Moses.

The parallel continues in the next chapter (ch. 8). Here the

people rebel against their prophet, and in so doing rebel against

Yahweh himself Their action is as ungrateful as was their mur-

muring in the Wilderness. Their hearts are incorrigible. Even

the fact that Samuel's sons do not walk in his ways is not allowed

to mitigate their guilt. The position of Samuel as Yahweh's

vicegerent is impregnable.

The continuation of the story is lo'""-'. The choice of a king

by lot follows immediately on the people's demand. In handling

the lot Samuel appears not exactly as another Moses, but at least

as another Joshua. Like Joshua also he delivers a farewell address,

now contained in chapter 12. This originally followed at once on

the election of Saul. Its resemblance to Jos. 24 is obvious. In

it Samuel still appears as the executive officer of the theocracy.

He holds up to the people their revolt against Yahweh, and con-

vinces them that they have sinned in asking a king. The convic-

tion leads to no attempt to undo what has been done, and people

and king are allowed to go on on sufferance. But they are sol-

emnly warned that, if they do ill, they and their king will perish.

The forebodings which thus cast their shadows over Saul's

inauguration are realized in chapter 15. Although Samuel has

resigned the supreme power, the king is still subject to his order;

and he commands Saul to exterminate the Amalekites. Saul obeys

only in part, and for his sin is peremptorily deposed— de jure

deposed, for the prophet consents to pay him outward honour.

But to the author's view, the experiment with Saul has turned out
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a failure; and Samuel pronounces the divine sentence to this

effect.

The common tone of these chapters will be admitted by the

attentive reader, and their contrast with the sections now inter-

polated between them will scarcely be denied. And, reading

them in connexion, we discover that they form an unbroken nar-

rative. Their author told in them all that he cared to tell of the

life of Saul. But we naturally suppose that he told more of Samuel,

who was to him the important figure. And it is altogether likely

that he introduced him at an earlier stage of life than that in which

he here appears— already at the height of his power. It is not

improbable, therefore, that the account of Samuel's birth and

youth form part of the same document. And in the account of

this which we find in i there is nothing inconsistent with the sup-

position that it is a part of the same history. With this we

naturally take the call of the prophet as narrated in 3. As the

text now stands, chapter 4 belongs in the same connexion, for it

is the sequel of 3.

Provisionally, then, we may restore a life of Samuel which was

once a separate document and which embraced what we now read

as chapters i, 3, 4,
7'"', 8, 10^'"-^, 12, 15. I will designate it Sfn.

We next examine the parts which do not belong to this source,

and our attention is attracted by 9^-10^^. This is a continuous,

and, for the most part, homogeneous, narrative, contrasting re-

markably with the one we have been examining. It begins like

a separate book, introducing persons hitherto unknown. When
Samuel appears, it is in a very different character from the one he

wears in Sm. This story has little of the theological character of

the other account, though the author shows piety of another

stamp. Chapters 11, i3--i4^^, agree so well in their tone with

9, 10, that we have little difficulty in joining them together. As

in the other case, they belong to a single document, and are

apparently continuous.* This document is a life of Saul, as truly

as the other is a life of Samuel, and we may call it SL

There are considerable portions which have not yet been as-

* Some minor sections, which do not at first sight agree with the context in

which they are found, will be considered later.
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signed to either of our two sources. The most marked in its indi-

viduaUty is the account of the Ark in the country of the Phihstines,

5^-7^ It contains no references to Samuel or Saul, so that we are

quite at a loss to place it. Our only clue is that it presupposes

the capture of the Ark, the account of which is now contained

in 4. We therefore put it in Sm., but its individuality is so

marked that we may suspect it to have been embodied in that

document from some source now lost to us. Chapter 2, which

next claims our attention, is made up of several distinct para-

graphs. First is Hannah's Psalm. This is now universally con-

ceded to be an independent composition inserted in the text from

some poetical collection like our own Book of Psalms. We next

find an account of the wickedness of Eh's sons, 2'-"^'', followed

by a panegyric of Samuel ^'*"-\ The next four verses take up

Eli's sons again, while v.^^ recurs to Samuel. Finally, we have a

denunciation of Eli (2-''^'') by an anonymous man of God who

reminds us of the similar character in i K. 13^

By experiment we discover that the paragraphs concerning Eli's

sons and the weakness of their father, with the message of the

man of God, can be put together without the references to Samuel.

But the references to Samuel do not stand together (if taken by

themselves), and seem to have been inserted into the other

account when it was already complete. The case is not hke that

of the references to Eli in chapter i, for those references are so

wrought into the narrative that we cannot suppose them ever to

have been independent of it, nor it ever to have existed without

them. The riddle will be solved if we suppose that Sm. took

from an earher source the account of the wickedness of Eli's sons,

the rebuke of the anonymous prophet, and the account of the

capture and restoration of the Ark. This material he wrought

into his life of Samuel in the usual method of the Hebrew
historiographer.

The analysis given above, so far as the separation of the documents is con-

cerned, is the one now the common property of criticism. The only point at

which I have ventured to diverge from my predecessors is in regard to the

denunciation of punishment contained in 2-^-^''. This is generally taken to be

a sheer intrusion made by a very late hand, after the virtual completion of our

present Book. The argument is, that it duplicates chapter 3 and takes away
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its point. The truth in this is that 4 is the sequel either of 2-^"36 or of 3. One
of the two denunciations is superfluous. But I find it more probable that an

author in writing the life of Samuel should add 3 to the denunciation already

in the text, than that one should put 2-'-"'' into a text which already has the

message to Samuel. The author of Sm. must give the honour to Samuel even

if he found the anonymous already there. And that the anonymous is pre-

supposed is evident from 3^''^, for in this verse Yahweh says : In that day I will

execute upon Eli all that I have spoken against his house. The palpable refer-

ence is to what the man of God has said in the preceding chapter.

The earlier document which I here postulate consists of 2}^ '^'^- —-25. 27-3G ^ib-^i.

It also contained originally some further account of Eli and of Shiloh which

the author could not use. One indication of this is the fact that Eli steps

upon the scene in i^ without introduction. As a Philistine oppression of forty

years is known to the author of Judges (13^), from which Samson only began

to deliver Israel (Jd. 13^-^^), it is not unlikely that this Eli document was once

read in that connexion. The argument that 2-''-3S is of later date than the

context has no weight in the face of the difficulty we meet in assigning a defi-

nite date to either of our documents.

So far as Saul is concerned, the two narratives which we have

separated cover the same ground. Each has an account of his

election, both make Samuel the instrument of his anointing, each

gives an exploit of his, each narrates his rejection. They must

have existed as separate histories before they were combined in

our present text. Of the two, SI. is evidently the older document.

It is more primitive in its religious ideas. It has a near and clear

view of the personages and of the progress of events. We may

class it with the stories of Gideon, of Jephthah, and of Samson,

which form the groundwork of the Book of Judges. The other

account, so far as it is original with the author whom we call Sm.,

is less concrete. It idealizes persons and events. It is dominated

by a theological idea. It is, in fact, in line with the latest redac-

tor of the Book of Judges, wlio embodied the Deuteronomistic

theory of history in the framework of that book. There is reason

to suppose, therefore, that Sm. designed to replace the older his-

tory by one of his own which would edify his generation. This

design and this method are indications of a comparatively late

date— perhaps in or after the Exile.

The historical method which joins together two or more documents, narrat-

ing the same events or treating the same subject, is so well illustrated in the

Pentateuch that I need not stop to argue the probabilities in its favour in the
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Books of Samuel. The original independence of the document which we

have called SI. accounts for the insertion of one section which has puzzled the

critics. I refer to 138-iSa^ the first account of Saul's rejection or of the breach

between him and Samuel. The paragraph is an evident duplicate of 15 and

its insertion in the completed book is unaccountable. Yet the critics generally

assume that it is a late insertion by an editor or scribe to whom Saul's rejection

in 15 came too late. As the reason why the other events of Saul's life are

duplicated is that they are narrated once in each document, there is a pre-

sumption that the same is true in this case. The section 138-151 -y^-^s Sl.'s

account of Saul's rejection and was inserted into his history before Sm. was

written. The argument is briefly: (i) that this section was closely inwoven

into SI. by the preparatory verse lo**. This could hardly be called the method

of a mere interpolator; (2) historical fidelity called for some account of this

kind. The fact was notorious that Saul's kingdom did not endure. This was

as well known to the writer of SI. as it is to us. Though far from the prag-

matism of Sm. he would yet find the reason for this in the will of Yahweh and

his prophet; (3) this account is as mild as it well could be. It does not blame

Saul but leaves us in doubt whether he was really at fault. In this respect,

certainly, the paragraph does not show dependence on 15, where a high-

handed act of disobedience is narrated. The gentler treatment of Saul would

naturally come earlier in time; (4) only by supposing this to have preceded

can we account for the geographical location of 15. As is well known, the

centre of Samuel's public activity, according to Sm., is Mizpah. It is here

that he calls the people together on solemn occasions, and it is here that Saul

would most naturally bring the people for his festivities. Why then do we
find the festivities and the rejection of 15 at Giigal? Only because the author

had before him an account which already made Giigal the site.*

It remains to inquire whether either of the two documents was

complete in itself, or whether one or the other contained more

than the life of a single hero. The probability is in favour of each

one's being part of a larger history. The life of David was so

important in the eyes of any Israelitic writer (we may feel sure)

that the life of Saul or of Samuel would be treated as an intro-

* In order to show the state of the discussion I have here assumed that the

paragraph in question is exactly i3.S-i5a^ which is its e.xtent according to the analysis

of Wellhausen, Budde, and others. The exact boundaries of the insertion how-

ever are not absolutely certain, as the reader will see by turning to the exposition

in the body of the book. I myself think it begins with v.^. It should be remarked

also that though the section was in the history of SI. before it was joined to Sm., it

is nevertheless an addition to the earliest text of SI. It fits so badly in its present

context that it shows itself to be an insertion. My only contention is that it is an

early insertion.
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duction to the story of David. This is confirmed by the phe-

nomena before us. Chapter 15, which is as far as we have traced

Sm., is continued in 16^"^^, while 14'^^ certainly prepares the way
for 1 6"*^-. The paragraph 14*^'^^ is indeed a concluding summary
such as we find elsewhere at the end of an important reign or

period. But it is probable that the author of SI. would at least

give us some account of his hero's death. As he has no more

exploits to tell, it is not improper for him to insert his summary
here. Still it is possible that these verses are a later insertion or

have been transferred hither from some other place.

Redactional alterations, made to fit the documents together,

are not numerous. The most marked is 11^'"^* where the proposi-

tion to renetu the kingdom is a concession to the other document.

Some other minor alterations or insertions will be considered in

the course of the exposition.

This is the place to consider whether the two streams of narra-

tive so plainly discernible in i Sam. 1-15 belong to the Penta-

teuchal (Hexateuchal) authors commonly known as J and E.

The affirmative has been maintained by recent critics.* The
document which I have called Sm. these scholars identify with E,

and the other history they attribute to J. Repeated examination

of the points of resemblance has failed to convince me of the

identity which is claimed. Details may be left until we come to

the exposition ; but here it may be allowed to say that Sm. shows

quite as many resemblances to D, or the Deuteronomic school,

as it shows to E. For SI. it seems enough to say that its affini-

ties seem to be with the stories that form the basis of the Book
of Judges rather than with the traditions of the Patriarchs told us

by J.

§ 5. Analysis of i Samuel xvi.-2 Samuel i.

The problems presented by this section of the history are more
complicated than those just considered. The confusion and in-

* The theory that the Pentateuchal sources extend into the historical books is as

old as Gramberg's Kritischc Gcsclitchte (1830) and was elaborated by Schrader in

the eighth edition of De Wette's Eiuleituiig (1869). It has recently been revived

by Budde and Cornill, with the qualified approval of Professor Moore {Judges, p.

xxxiii f.). A judicious review of the arguments of Bu. and Co. is given by Kittel,

SK. 1891, p. 44 ff.
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consistencies of the narrative, and the evident duphcates which it

contains, show that it is composite. But as Saul and David appear

in both accounts, and as Samuel is in the background, it is more

difficult to separate the documents. Chapter i6 encourages us

to make a beginning, for it introduces David to us twice. In the

first half of the chapter he is a shepherd boy not old enough to

be called to the family sacrifice. In the second half he is a war-

rior of experience and of approved valour. The two sections

cannot come from the same hand, and each of them fits admirably

to one of the two documents we have traced hitherto. For vv.^"^^

are the logical sequel to 15 (Sm.) ; since the rejection of Saul

must be followed by some provision for his successor. The other

account 16^^-'' continues 14^- (SI.), as has already been pointed

out.

The first definite clue in what follows seems to be 18^^ where

we read that Saul removed David from his presence (lara) by

giving him a command of troops engaged in service away from

the court. This points back to 16^^ where David had been made
his armour-bearer; 18^'^ therefore belongs with 16^'*"^. It did

not follow immediately on that paragraph, however, because the

song of the women 18^ which is the occasion of Saul's distrust

must have been preceded by some exploit of David's which called

forth the eulogy. Such an exploit is indeed found in 17. But

that chapter agrees more nearly (in its representation of David's

youth) with the other document. We must assume that the

original paragraph has been omitted, or else that it has been

worked over so that we no longer recognize it.*

The chapter now under consideration gives an account of two

of Saul's daughters, each of which Saul offers to David as a wife.

The two accounts are evidently independent, and one of them

shows reference to Sm. It is natural to find in the other 18-*''-^''

a continuation of SI., with which it agrees in representing Saul as

hoping to get David out of the way by the hand of the Philistines.

In this hope he is disappointed and the marriage takes place.

The account concludes with the statement that Saulfeared David

* The question whether the recension of ffi is to be preferred to that of S? in 17

and 18 will be discussed in the commentary. The presumption is in favour of the

shorter text, which is that of ©.



XXIV INTRODUCTION

still more. This would properly introduce one of the attempts

upon David's life. Among several that offer themselves, the one

which fits most naturally in the story is 19""'' where Saul sets

guards about the house of David. The night in which this took

place is the wedding night, a time when David would be least

suspicious. The evident sequel is the flight to Nob, 21^''°, and

the conclusion to this is the massacre of the priests 22' ^^^.

The most striking duplicate in what follows is 23^^-24^ com-

pared with 26. It is altogether probable that one of these should

be assigned to each of our documents. If so, 26 is the one which

belongs with SI. because in it David appears as the daring warrior

who invades the enemy's camp. The intervening matter offers

23^'" which seems to belong in the same stream. The story of

Nabal in 25 and the account of David's service with Achish 27.

29. 30 also go well in this connexion. 2 S. i seems to be the

continuation of the same document.

Without denying the subjective nature of such an analysis, I

venture to think that we have a consistent narrative in the sec-

tions thus put together, to wit: iG'-^^s jge-13. 2o-29a j^n-ir 2^2-10

23! 2 6-23 23^'''* 25. 26. 27. 29. 30. 2 S. I. What is left is not so

homogeneous, though for the most part the fragments fit together

fairly well. It makes David, the shepherd lad secretly anointed

by Samuel, come to the camp of Saul where he slays the Philistine

champion. His introduction to Saul is followed by Jonathan's

pledge of friendship (i8''^). Saul, on the other hand, is his

enemy at once and tries to pin him to the wall (18'^'®) — the evi-

dent reference to i6^*'-^ does not necessarily prove the coherence

of the two paragraphs. \Ve had reason to believe in the earlier

period that Sm. was dependent to some extent on SI. The same

seems to be true here. The evil spirit which SI. made the occa-

sion of introducing David to the court, becomes in Sm. the divine

inciter of Saul against David. Yahweh is with David to protect

him, while Saul is the incarnation of all villainy. So in i8'''''',

Merab is promised to David, being his by right on account of the

defeat of Goliath, but taken from him by a flagrant breach of

faith, and given to another. Soon after, Saul orders Jonathan to

slay David, but a temporary reconciliation is effected, i8''"-i9^

But at the next exhibition of prowess Saul tries again to murder
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David with his own hand, 19*''". David escapes and comes to

Samuel at Ramah, where he is miraculously saved from Saul's

various attempts to take him, 19'^^*. This, it should be noticed,

is a dupHcate account of what we have in lo^**"^^, and as that be-

longs to SI., this is naturally attributed to Sm., where we have

already placed it. The natural continuation is 21"'^^, David's

flight to Achish, with which we may perhaps connect 22^"*. It

has already been pointed out that 23^^-24^^ belongs in this

document. Its tone agrees with this, for David is saved by an

interposition of Providence, 23-^, and his enemy is delivered

into his hand by the same power. The distinct recognition of

David's kingly future on the part of Saul, 24-''^, seems to point

in the same direction. Further, 23'^""* should perhaps be taken

with this narrative, though it may be a later interpolation. Samuel

appears for the last time in 28, where, although dead, he plays the

part assigned to him in the earlier chapters of this source, and his

message is vindicated in 31, the story of Saul's despair and suicide.

Reading continuously 16'-^' 17^-18* (in the text of (3) 18'^'^

18^-19'" 191^24 2in-i6 22^5 23"-24-« 28. 31 we shall find no in-

superable objection to considering them one history. We have

thus accounted for all our text except 20 (including 21'). This

seems impossible to fit into either of our sources. It is the ac-

count of Jonathan's device for sounding his father and acquaint-

ing David with the result. In the composite text it comes after

Saul's repeated attempts upon David's hfe, when it is simply ludi-

crous to have Jonathan deny that David is in danger. But it is

equally out of place in either of the separate sources. In one it

comes immediately after David's flight to Samuel, which, with

Saul's pursuit, must have been known to all the world. In the

other it would follow David's escape from his own house, in con-

nexion with which Saul's animus must have been revealed to the

court and to his own immediate family. The only place where it

would seem possible is after Saul's first manifestation of hostility,

which is the first attempt with the spear, 18^"". But when we

place it here we are at once brought into difficulty by the fact

that at the end of the interview David leaves the court for good

— which contradicts the subsequent tenor of both documents.

There seems to be nothing left except to suppose we have here
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a fragment from another source. The obvious purpose of the

story is to prepare for David's treatment of Jonathan's son Merib-

baal (Mephibosheth) in 2 S.^ and it is possible that that story and

this originally stood in connexion. It should be noted that in

this chapter there is an assumption that it was not safe for David

to be seen with Jonathan, something which is not intimated in

either of our sources.

Here, as in the analysis of 1-15, I cannot claim originality in discovering

the paragraphs which belong together. Earlier critics, however, have been

obliged to assume a number of fragmentary insertions which do not seem to

me probable. In claiming that the book is made up of two fairly continuous

histories, I do not mean to assert that these are not themselves composite.

There is every probability in favour of this being the case. It is perhaps suf-

ficient for the present to show the first stage of the critical process. There is

evidently much yet to be done. Some minor interpolations will be discussed

in the commentary.

§ 6. Analysis of 2 Samuel ii.-xxiv.

The narrative here shows few duplicate sections such as we

meet in the earlier book. It is now generally conceded that we

have in 9-20 a block of homogeneous matter from an old and

well-informed source. It reaches a period with the description

of David's court in 20-"'"-*''. A similar description is given in

8'^'*. It seems natural to suppose that in the latter place the

paragraph was intended to serve the same purpose as in the

earlier ; and, in fact, chapter 8 is a compendium of David's wars,

designed to take the place of the more extended history in 9-20.

Chapters 5 and 7 seem to belong with 8, for their author empha-

sizes the religious ideas of Israel's unity and of David's significance

with reference to the Messianic hope. The tone of these chapters

would agree with Sm., while there seems no objection to making

9-20 a part of SI. Chapters 2-4 will then belong with the latter,

while 6 represents matter belonging to both. At least, it is

impossible to suppose either to have lacked an account of the

capture of Jerusalem such as is here given.

The curious appendix, 21-24, contains pieces of widely different

origin. The two calamities recounted in 21^''* and 24 seem to

belong together, and to have been originally continuous. Between
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them was first inserted an old catalogue of exploits and of heroes,

21I5-22 23*-39. This was in turn rent asunder by the two Psalms,

22 and 23^-^ It is possible that some of this material belongs to

the documents already separated, and there seems no internal

reason why we should not make 21^"" and 24 a part of the history

from which came 9-20. But how they came to be dislocated

from the main body is difficult to say. It should be noted that

the whole section, 21-24, separates what belongs together, for

I Kings I is the original continuation of i Sam. 20.

Spinoza in the Tradatus Theologico-Politiciis sets forth the theory that all

the books from Genesis to Kings are the work of a single historian. He does

not discuss the Books of Samuel in detail, but probably held that they (like

the Pentateuch) contain fragments of different dates. Richard Simon likewise

does not discuss the composition of these books in detail, but is content to

assert that the historical books of the Bible are all compiled from ancient

records by way of abridgment. He cites the opinion of Abarbanel that

Samuel and Kings were compiled by Jeremiah out of the records of Samuel,

Nathan, Gad, and other prophets or public writers who lived before him. He

also quotes other opinions to the same effect, and remarks that there are in

these books several ways of speaking which clearly demonstrate that the last

collection was not made until a long time after most of these prophets had

lived.*

The first attempt at detailed analysis of the Books of Samuel seems to have

been made by Eichhorn, in whose Introduction t we find a comparison of the

matter common to 2 Samuel and i Chronicles. This he supposes to be taken

from a common source, a compendious life of David. He further points out

that I S. 24 and 26 are duplicates, and that i6i*-23 and i7n-32 are inconsistent.

The last-mentioned paragraph he strikes out of the te.xt, on the ground of its

omission by (S. He points out also that i S. 1-3 and 7 are later than the

adjacent matter.

Eichhorn's hypothesis of a brief life of David which furnished the matter

common to Samuel and Chronicles was ably refuted by De Wette in his Bei-

tr'dge (II. p. 14 ff.). The same scholar J gives the evidence of compilation,

beginning with the contradiction between i6i**23 and 1712(1.55 He adds that

these last are not consistent with 1
731-40. 54_ Besides other inconsistencies, he

points out the duplicate nature of 231^-24^3 and 26, recognizes that 2 S. 21-24

is an appendix, and that the poetic sections are inserted from a book of songs.

* Richard Simon, A Critical History of the Old Testametit, translated info

English by H. D., London, 1682 ; pp. 4, 22, 62.

^ Einleitung in das Alte Testament, Fiinfte Auflage, Gottingen, 1823, III. pp.

464-533-

X In his Einleitung in das Alte Testament. Vierte Auflage, Berlin, 1833.
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He does not make a thoroughgoing analysis, and contents himself with refut-

ing Bertholdt, whose work is now antiquated.

Gramberg * with genuine critical insight calls attention to the resemblance

between the pragmatism of i S. 7 and that of the framework of the Book of

Judges. He also recognizes that i S. and the early part of 2 S. consist of two

narratives which relate the same events in different ways. He disentangles

the two documents, beginning with i S. 9 and following them through 16.

From that point on, his analysis is not so successful.

Ewald t divides the historical books Judges to 2 Kings among six different

authors. He supposes the earliest materials to have been statistical, like 2 S.

2^8-39^ and that these were taken from the public records— it is unfortunate

that he should class with them i Chr. ijio-i'' and 12^---. Next to these was a

narrative, near the events in point of time, which embraced such sections as

1 S. 13. 14 and 30-^-^^ Then came an extended work, the Prophetical Book

of Kings, which is the source of a large part of the material in Samuel and

Kings (down to 2 K. 10). Another writer, of less vigorous style, covered the

same period— a specmien of his work is i S. 5-8, and another is i S. 31.

Later fragments inserted into the history are i S. 12. 15-17. 24. 26. 28. The

work thus compiled was Deuteronomically edited, brief insertions indicating

the point of view of the editor, Hke i S. 8^-^ and parts of 12. The final

redactor lived in the Exile, but the changes made by him in our books were

slight, the insertion of i S.
2^''^'- being the only one mentioned.

The analysis made by Schrader J assigns the greater part of the books to

two writers whom he distinguishes as the theocratic and the prophetic narrator,

and whom he identifies (as already mentioned) with the two authors of the

Pentateuch now generally known as E and J. The details of his analysis

however do not bear examination, as he classes together sections palpably

inconsistent.

The problem was taken in hand afresh by Wellhausen. § With great clear-

ness of vision he separates the two main sources of i S., though he is not

always positive concerning the intricacies of 19 and 20. In 2 S. he makes 6.

9-20 parts of a life of David, while pointing out the various elements which

are put together in the rest of the Book. His conclusion is that the bulk of

2 S. is a literary unit, and that i S. i^^'^-l S. S^* is another literary unit, " in

which however the continuous thread is frequently interrupted by foreign

matter. These later insertions are doubtless supplements which attach them-

selves to the older connexion, or put a new elaboration in the place of a

* Kritische Geschuhte der Religionstdcoi des Altai Testament, Berlin, 1830,

p. 71 ff.

t Gesch. des Volkes Israel^, I. pp. 193-244; ETr. I. pp. 133-168.

X In De Wette's Einleitnng, Achte Aiifiage, 1869.

\ In his edition of Bleak's Einleitiing, the fourth, published in 1878. This sec-

tion is not contained in the later editions of Bleek, but is reprinted in the book

entitled Composition des Hexateuchs und der historlschen Backer, Berlin, 1889.
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genuine member of the older document." In i S. I-14, finally, he unites

three pieces which belong to each other but which have not sprung from the

same point of view {Comp. p. 265).

Budde * marks an advance by showing how complete each of the two docu-

ments in I S. 1-14 is in itself. He seems to exaggerate however in declaring

that neither can be shown to be dependent on the other. In the second half

of I S. he finds the continuation of the same two histories but with consider-

able supplementary insertions, and he follows the two documents down to

2 S. 7. As already remarked, he believed them to be identical with the Pen-

tateuchal sources E and J, having come to this conclusion independently of

Schrader.t 2 S. 8 he supposes to be a compendious conclusion to the history

of David designed to replace 9-20, which an editor sensitive to David's repu-

tation left out of the history, but which one with more historic sense afterwards

reinserted. This scholar's textual and h^her criticism is embodied in his

edition of the text. % The student will readily convince himself that the analy-

sis in this book is not always correct, that the colouring is sometimes certainly

wrong, and further, that his rearrangement of the chapters in 2 S. creates a

book which in fact never had any earlier existence. But the work is never-

theless indispensable, and a distinct advance on anything which had been

done before.

Kuenen (^HCO-.) comes to substantially the same conclusion with Well-

hausen. A careful statement of the phenomena is given by Driver, LOT'°.

pp. 172-185. While agreeing with Budde that one of the two sources shows

affinity with E, he points out the considerable differences between the other

and J. Cornill {Einleiiting^) seems to add little to the results of his prede-

cessors.

§ 7. 77^1? Text a fid Versions.

All existing copies of the Hebrew Bible represent a single

recension of the text. Extravagant views of the integrity and

perfection of this text prevailed among Jewish scholars, and

passed over into the Church. These views were formulated into

a dogma in at least one instance ; and, with few exceptions,

Protestant scholars were dominated by them down to the present

century. The integrity of the Massoretic text was mildly ques-

* Die Biicher Rickter und Samuel, 1890.

t Budde's book was preceded by a study entitled " Saul's Konigswahl und

Verwerfung," 7.A TVV. 1888. Cornill treated the same subject under the title " Ein

Elohisfischer Bericht iiber die Entstehung des Israel. Konigtunis," Z,KIVKL.

1885, and in the Konigsberger Studien, 1887, and ZATW. 1890. His discussion

seems to have been of material help to Budde.

J Part 8 of Haupfs SBOT. Baltimore, 1894.
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tioned by Cappel, and roughly attacked by Morin ; but these are

only the exceptions that prove the rule. The true state of the

case with reference to the Books of Samuel has been recognized

for about half a century. The text of these books in the current

Hebrew recension is more corrupt than the text of any other part

of the Old Testament, unless it be the Book of Ezekiel. From

what has been said of Hebrew MSS. and editions, it will be seen

that variations of these among themselves give little help in the

work of emendation. In some few instances, however, the MSS.

show a better reading than is found in the printed copies.

The greater part of this commentary was prepared on the basis of Baer's

edition (Lipsiae, 1892), with frequent reference to the editions of Jablonski,

1699, and Michaelis, 1720. In the final revision I have carefully gone over the

edition of Gmsburg (London, 1894). I have also noted the various readings

of De Rossi in his Variae Lectiones Veteris Testamenti, Parma, 1785. Gins-

burg gives a large number of corrections in his margin, taken apparently

from the versions. I have in no case depended upon these, though in a few

instances they have called my attention to a reading whose possibility had not

occurred to me.

In the absence of light from the MSS., we must seek the help

of the ancient versions. And among these the Greek easily takes

the first place, owing to its age and to the fact that it had a Hebrew

original very different from the one known to us. If we had (!9 in

its earliest form, it would be equivalent to a Hebrew codex of the

first Christian century, or even of earlier date. Unfortunately the

copies of (§ now in our possession have suffered manifold cor-

ruption. Logically, we should wait until their faults have been

removed, and the uncorrupt original has been restored, before

proceeding to the correction of the Hebrew text.

For this we cannot wait, as such an edition is not likely to be

published for many years to come. Until it appears, we may pro-

visionally make use of the material at hand. Various editions of

(§ are known to us, and with due care they may help us to valu-

able improvements in our text. The copies most accessible to us

are based with a greater or less degree of accuracy on the cele-

brated Codex Vaticanus (^). Excessive claims have sometimes

been made for this MS., as though it transmitted the original

Septuagint, or were free from Hexaplar influence. These claims
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cannot be substantiated. Codex ^ represents one recension of

the text of (H, and one recension only. But from the number

of MSS. which are generally found agreeing with it, we may con-

clude that it represents that type with considerable fidelity.

A second group is represented by the Codex Alexandrinus (^).

That this also represents a recension— that is, a form of the text

modified by the work of an editor— must be evident to every

reader. For, on comparison of ^ with ^, the former is seen to

have been systematically corrected by a Hebrew copy resembling

the one now current. Typical of a third group is the edition of

Lagarde (^). This also has been frequently corrected by a

Hebrew copy or by one of the other Greek translations.* But

with almost equal frequency, this copy has retained the earlier

reading along with the correction.

The great divergence of these several types of text shows the

complexity of the problem which confronts the editor of the

Septuagint. For the corrector of the Hebrew it is not quite so

serious. It allows him to argue that where these three copies

agree they represent a very early type of text. Where they agree

in a reading different from that preserved in ^, this reading

deserves to be considered on its merits, as if it were the read-

ing of a very ancient Hebrew copy. Internal probability should

decide between them.

We may go farther than this. Where our Greek copies differ

among themselves, we may assume that the variation has arisen

in one of two ways, —- either there has been corruption of one or

more by the ordinary accidents of Greek transmission, or else one

or two have been corrected by a Hebrew copy. The skilful critic

will be able to distinguish the cases. And in any case he may

consider the reading most remote from the present Hebrew as a

possible variant of the autotype. To ascertain the weight of

probability in each particular case is undoubtedly a delicate busi-

ness. But it is along these lines that criticism must proceed.

Preceding commentators have worked along these lines, and have

* In the Books of Samuel it shows no special afifinity with the fragments of

Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodotion that have come down to us. Its agreement

with the current text of S is remarked by Dr. and others. Cf. Stockmayer in

ZATm XII. p. 218 f.
•
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made many undoubted improvements in the text. Their argu-

ments and results have been attentively considered in the present

work.

Hexaplar diacritical marks have been preserved for us in only a

few instances in the Books of Samuel. The same is true of the

readings of the ancient Greek versions attributed to Aquila, Sym-

machus, and Theodotion. For these I have depended on Field,

Hexaplorum Origenis quae Supersunt, London, 1875.

The most complete apparatus for (@ is the well-known edition begun by

Holmes and continued by Parsons {HP.'), Oxford, 1 798-1827. The Books of

Samuel (Kings) are contained in the second volume of this work. I have con-

sulted it on all difficult passages. Repeated attempts to group the MSS. as

presented in this work have given no results in which I have confidence, and I

have fallen back upon the rule formulated above. My citation of (5, there-

fore, must be taken to mean only that (gABL agree in a particular reading.

The text of ^ is reproduced in Swete's Old Testament in Greek, I. Cambridge,

1887, with some corrections by Nestle in the appendix to Vol. II. The varia-

tions of •* are given in the margin of the same edition. The edition of

Lagarde (which the editor supposed to represent the recension of Lucian)

is entitled, Librorum Veteris Testamenti Canonicorum Pars Prior, and was

published in Gottingen, 1883.

The translation of the Bible into Latin made by Jerome (iL)

has little independent value for the correction of the text. The

standard edition of the Roman Catholic Church does indeed fre-

quently depart from the meaning of the current Hebrew. But

careful examination shows that this is due to contamination from

the preceding Latin version, or versions, made from Greek proto-

types. When Jerome's own work is cleared from these admixt-

ures it is found to represent a copy closely resembling ^. In

preparing this commentary I have examined 3L by means of the

apparatus given in Vercellone's Variae Lectiones (Rome, 1864),

and have cited as 2L only what is confirmed by such examination.

The readings of the Old-Latin (I) sometimes throw light on the

Greek text from which they are derived. I have therefore exam-

ined the fragments contained in Sabatier's Bibliorum Sacroruiti

Latinae Versiones Aniiquae (1743), and also those given by Ver-

cellone from the margin of a codex of Leon— Codex Gothicus

Legionensis.

The Syriac version known as the Peshitta has apparently imder-
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gone a revision under ecclesiastical authority. Its testimony to

a Hebrew original is therefore open to suspicion— for the im-

portance of the Greek Old Testament in the Church influenced

the revisers, if not the translators, of S». Where this version dif-

fers materially from ^ we cannot be sure that the variation is not

due to Greek influence. The difficulty of using this translation in

criticism of the Hebrew is enhanced by the state of its own text.

The only printed edition within reach is that of Lee, which was a

reprint of the Syriac part of Walton's Polyglott, which in its turn

was taken from the Paris Polyglott, resting finally upon a single

MS.— of late date and slender authority. The edition published

at Oroomiah in connexion with a rendering in Modern Syriac dif-

fers very slightly from that of Lee, and it is not yet certain that it

can be called an independent witness. Where I have adduced a

reading of S I mean the edition of Lee. In a few instances this

testimony seems to have some value.*

The other translation which throws light upon the text is the

Jewish Aramaic version known as the Targum (C). It conforms

in general to the type of Hebrew current among us. But not in-

frequently it shows an apprehension of the text different from that

embodied in the Massoretic punctuation, and occasionally it

tacitly corrects even the consonants of the traditional copies. I

have collated the edition of Lagarde, which reproduces the old

and good Codex Reuchlinianus, and which was published in 1872.

§ 8. Religions Ideas of the Books of Samuel.

In turning our attention to the religious ideas expressed or

implied in the Books of Samuel, we are first impressed by the

variety of view in different parts of the work. In some places

we have a glimpse of the most primitive stage of Israel's religion.

An instance of this is the treatment of the Teraphim (i S. 19).

We cannot doubt that this was an image in human form and that

* The need of a critical edition of S is great. But there is no evidence that such

an edition will influence our view of the Hebrew text to any considerable extent.

On the editions and MSS. the reader may consult an article by Rahlfs in 7.A TW.
IX. pp. 161-210, and the volume by Barnes, An Apparatus CrUlcus to Chronicles,

Cambridge, 1897.
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it was an object of worship. It is mentioned as being in the house

of David, with no explanation of its coming there and with no

betrayal of surprise. We are warranted in inferring that it was a

part of the ordinary furniture of the Israelite house. The author

of the story had no idea that the use of such an image was contrary

to the command of Yahweh, or that it was inconsistent with com-

plete loyalty to him. The worst enemy of Saul never accused him

of being anything but a true worshipper of Yahweh, and David is,

if possible, even more free from suspicion. To understand the

position of the author we must remember that the prophet Hosea

also mentions the Teraphim, without special remark, as coexisting

with the worship of Yahweh, Hos. 3^

The narrative we are considering reminds us of another passage,

Gen. 3ii'-'3'J-35 (g)^ where Rachel steals the Teraphim of her

father. Here also the presence of the Teraphim in the family

of Israel gives the author no offence. Yet we can hardly avoid

seeing that he views them with something of contempt. They

are carried off by a woman, and when they must be concealed

they are ignominiously thrust under her camel saddle and sat

upon. This author has a touch of sarcasm in his tone, from which

the narrator in Samuel is free. The story of David and Michal

therefore represents an earlier stage of thought than that of E.

It is rather striking that the only other reference to the Tera-

phim in vSamuel is at the opposite pole of religious thought. In

this (i S. 15") the Teraphim are classed with idolatry and witch-

craft as an abomination to Yahweh.

We shall probably not be wrong in seeing a survival of pre-

prophetic religion in the account of the witch of Endor (i S. 28).

The narrative, however, does not stand in the same relation to

its material as in the case just considered. The author condemns

necromancy (at least as we now read) and makes Saul in his

better days to have cut off its devotees from the land. But

through the story we are able to see the spiritistic ideas which

once prevailed in Israel. The spirits of the dead are classed with

the gods. They possess superhuman knowledge. They can be

induced by magical means to reveal the secrets of the future.

This was once religion. From the time of Isaiah it was distinctly

proscribed.



RELIGIOUS IDEAS OF THE BOOKS OF SAMUEL XXXV

That Yahweh is the God of Israel is the faith of all parts of the

Old Testament. In the older parts of our book however this is

taken in the literal sense— his jurisdiction does not extend be-

yond the land of his people. David says in evident good faith

(i S. 26'^) : They have driven vie forth from union with the

heritage of Israel, saying: Go, serve other gods .' According to

this, the exile is no longer under the protection of his own god,

but is obliged to seek help from the gods of the land where he

sojourns. There is here no trace of the later conviction that

Yahweh is the only God, and that the gods of the nations are

naught.

But, as in the case already considered, the diversity of view in

different parts of the Book is so marked as to constitute contra-

diction. In the Deuteronomic sections there can be no doubt

that the author has the exclusive view, according to which the

gods of the nations are no gods. This is in fact distinctly asserted

in one passage (i S. 12-'), which however may be a late expan-

sion of the text. The way is prepared for this universalism by

the account of Dagon before the Ark. Here the god of the

PhiUstines is not regarded as a nonentity, but his inferior power

when brought into conflict with Yahweh is made evident.

No stress can be laid upon the use of the name Baal in proper

names, as it proves only the appellative application of the title

{Lord) to Yahweh. Nor, in the present state of the narrative,

can we argue conclusively that the ephod used in consulting the

oracle was an image of Yahweh. It is in the representation of

the character of Yahweh, that we see the primitiveness of Israel's

religion at this time. Yahweh is a God inscrutable in his actions

— a God of moods we might almost call him. He instigates Saul

against David for no reason of which the latter is conscious. Yet

by inhahng the fragrance of a sacrifice, it is probable that he may
be placated and thus his good humour be restored. At a later

time he instigates David to commit a sin, apparently in order that

he may punish him, just as he hardened the hearts of Eli's sons

in order that he might destroy them.

Yahweh may be pleased by extraordinary efforts or by extraor-

dinary self-denial. For this reason, Saul adjures the people to

abstain from food the whole day, confident that he will be granted
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a victory. Unfortunately the sequel was not, in this case, a happy

one, because the injunction was violated. But this does not make
the adjuration less meritorious in itself considered.

Nevertheless Yahweh is a righteous God. He watches over

oaths and vows, and punishes their violation. This is curiously

illustrated in the case just alluded to. Saul's adjuration is unwit-

tingly violated by Jonathan. Yahweh is wroth and refuses to

answer when approached in the use of the oracle. He unerringly

points out the offender and would apparently insist upon his death.

It is something extraordinary that the people interfere and ransom

Jonathan. Another instance of Yahweh's vindicative justice is

given in the matter of the Gibeonites. Israel has sworn to spare

them. But Saul in his zeal for Israel breaks the covenant. Blood

therefore rests upon himself and upon all his house. Yahweh
becomes the avenger, and the blood is purged by the death of

seven descendants of Saul "before Yahweh." Thus (as in the

case of Eli's house also) the iniquities of the fathers are visited

upon the children.

Yahweh is a God who reveals himself to his people. Even the

individual (it would appear) may seek an omen from casual things,

as did Jonathan from the words of the Phihstines. But more dis-

tinctly the divine will is revealed in certain appointed ways. One
of these is the Urim and Thummim which we may identify with

the sacred lot. The oracle given by the Ephod probably ex-

pressed itself in the same way. Most distinctly, Yahweh speaks

to (and through) his prophets, sometimes apparently by dreams,

sometimes in waking visions. He sends the Spirit also, which

produces extraordinary effects in those who are seized by it. They

experience exaltation of feeling so that they join in religious

dances, rave, fall down in a cataleptic state. In other cases, the

Spirit drives to deeds of heroic courage, or prepares the Anointed

of Yahweh for his work as a ruler ; and again it produces morbid

jealousy, melancholy, and deeds of frenzy.

The extermination of the enemies of Israel is a religious duty,

for they are the enemies of Yahweh also. The method of dealing

with them is set forth in the account of Saul and Amalek. The

objects of attack are solemnly dedicated to Yahweh, so that to

leave any alive is to commit sacrilege. We can hardly be wrong
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in supposing that their extermination was pleasing to him, as the

"devotion" of Israel was pleasing to Chemosh. The author of

this section of our histor}' is possessed by the idea of the author

of Deuteronomy— to leave the enemies of Yahweh alive is sinful.

It is some relief to think that his history is here the reflection of

his idea.

The pragmatism which shows itself in the Book of Judges is

carried over into the first section of i Samuel. This is a philoso-

phy of history, according to which when Israel was faithful to

Yahweh it was prospered and kept in safety. When it forgot him

it was delivered over to the power of its enemies. Thus the Phil-

istine oppression conies because the people have forsaken Yahweh

and served Baal and Astarte. When they repent and seek their

God, he delivers them by the hand of Samuel. As an expression

of behef in the justice of God in dealing with the nations, this

view deserves all respect. The mechanical way in which it is

carried out, however, gives a one-sided view of the course of

Israel's history.

§ 9. Commentaries.

Among the Fathers, Theodoret possesses considerable acumen,

and his Questiones in Libros Regitm (Migne, Tom. 80) will always

be of value. The commentary of Procopius of Gaza is now

proved to have been mainly taken from Theodoret.* The Ques-

tiones Helu-aicae in Libros Regiim printed in Jerome's works are

known to be spurious. They are occasionally interesting however

for their embodiment of Jewish tradition.

The merits of the Rabbinical commentators Rashi (Isaaki),

Kimchi (Kamchi) and Levi ben Gerson are perhaps less conspicu-

ous in their treatment of the Books of Samuel than elsewhere,

because of their dependence on the traditional text. Besides

these, which are contained in Buxtorf 's Rabbinical Bible, I have

consulted Abarbanel in the edition of 1686, and the portions of

Tanchum's Arabic commentary pubHshed by Haarbriicker (1844).

Among the Roman Catholic expositors I know only Cornelius

a Lapide, in the edition of Venice, 1 700, and those who are cited

by Poole in his Synopsis, or by Schmid in his commentary.

* Cf. Eisenhofer, Procopius von Gaza, Freib. 1897.
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Among the Protestant scholars of the seventeenth century a

high place must be accorded to Sebastian Schmid of Strasburg.

His commentary on the Books of Samuel (two volumes, quarto,

1687, 1689) is a monument of solid and judicious learning.

The author shares the prejudice of his time in favour of the

received text, and the theological questions which he discusses at

length have to us lost a large part of their interest. But, so far

as the text on which he comments is uncorrupt, the author's judg-

ment is sound, and much that is of value in recent conservative

commentaries is derived from him. Among Reformed theo-

logians Clericus (Le Clerc) is much esteemed. His commentary

on Samuel appeared in 1708. The often suggestive Annotationes

of Grotius are embodied in the Biblia Illustrata of his Lutheran

opponent Calov. Of this I have used the second edition (1719).

The questions of textual criticism which have come to the front

in recent years were first fairly discussed by Thenius. He under-

took systematically to correct the text by comparison of the ancient

versions. His commentary forms part of the Kurzgefasstes Exe-

getisches Handbuch* Thenius sometimes goes too far in his

preference for the reading of ({9, but this should not make us

undervalue his really pioneer work. The next step was taken by

Wellhausen in his Text der Biicher Samuclis ( 1 8 7 1 ) . The author's

well-known brilliancy and balance are manifest in this early work,

and all succeeding commentators are indebted to it. The only

criticism to be made upon it is that it is not always sufficiently

appreciative of the work accomplished by Thenius. Keil alone,

of recent expositors, holds on to a conception of the Hebrew

text inherited from the seventeenth century, and his commentary

(second edition, 1875) refuses to recognize the most evident gains

of recent scholarship. The exposition of Erdmann in Lange's

Bibelwerk is accessible in an EngHsh translation (1877). The

author can hardly be said to be in advance of Keil, but his Ameri-

can editor (Professor Toy) has enriched the work with notes which

show a scholarship abreast of the times. The great work of Reuss,

La Bible, Tradjiciion Nouvelle (Paris, 1874), contains in its first

* The first edition was published in 1842 ;
the second in 1864 ; a third, edited by

Lohr, has just appeared (1898).
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volume a lucid translation of the historical books, with brief but

luminous notes. The translation and notes of Klostermann are

always original and ingenious. His treatment of the text is free

from bias and often suggestive. The majority of his conjectural

emendations, however, have not commanded general assent. His

work is a part of the Kurfzge/asster Koinnientar of Strack and

Zockler, and was published in 1887. Budde's Richter und Samuel

(1890) has already been alluded to. It contains valuable notes

on the text. The edition of the text in SBOT. by the same

author also deserves mention here as well as among the introduc-

tory works.

In English the only help to the understanding of this part of

the Bible which deserves mention is Driver's Notes on the Hebrew
Text of the Books of Samuel (1890). The book has a valuable

introduction on Hebrew palaeography, and discusses with great

fulness questions of textual criticism. As the author confesses his

frequent dependence on Wellhausen, so I do not hesitate to avow

that I have frequently adopted an explanation from him.

In addition to the books mentioned, I have had constantly by

me Kittel's translation in Kautzsch's Heilige Schrift des Alien

Testaments. I have examined also a number of programmes,

dissertations, and pamphlets, some of which will be referred to in

the notes.

A hst of abbreviations will be found at the end of the volume.
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A COMMENTARY ON THE BOOKS OF
SAMUEL.

I SAMUEL r.-XV. THE LIFE OF SAMUEL DOWN TO
THE REJECTION OF SAUL.

As the final redactor of the Books regarded it, this section

makes one division of his work. The legitimate rule of Samuel

was succeeded by the legitimate rule of David ; Saul played but

a subordinate part. That this was not the mind of one of his

sources is evident from what has been said in the Introduction

(see above p. xviii).

I. 1-IV. 1*. Samuel's birth and caU. — Hannah, the child-

less wife of Elkanah, grieves over her privation and prays for a

son. Her prayer is answered, and in accordance with the vow

made in her prayer she dedicates her son to the service of Yahweh.

He is therefore brought to the sanctuary at Shiloh when yet a boy.

Here his behaviour is in marked contrast to that of the hereditary

priests, the sons of Eli. While yet a lad (as it would seem) he

becomes a prophet by the divine call, and the first revelation

which he receives is a denunciation of punishment on EU for his

indulgence of his sons. This revelation is followed by others,

which establish Samuel's reputation as a prophet throughout

Israel.

The piece begins like the stories appended to the history of the

Judges, Jd. 17^ 19^ (cf. 13"). The place to which it introduces

us is Shiloh, where we find the Ark of God under the guardianship

of Eli and his family, and where there is a temple for it. The

time is not far from that commemorated by the story of Samson,

as the Philistines are the prominent enemies of Israel. Probably

3
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the author of the Book of Judges had in mind the story of Eli or

of Samuel, or even of Saul, when he credited Samson with only

the beginning of deliverance (Jd. 13'). Shiloh appears as the

sanctuary of Israel in the Book of Joshua in at least one passage

ascribed to JE (i8^'°) as well as in others of later date, also in

Jd. 1
8'^' in an insertion which is classed with E. The prominence

given to this sanctuary in our present account makes it probable

that the various documents are in some way connected.

Our account, however, is not a unit. It has received at least

one insertion from an extraneous source in the Song of Hannah.

Again, the warning of EU by an anonymous man of God (2^'^)

unpleasantly duplicates the message revealed to Samuel in the

next chapter. One of the two is superfluous. Against the opinion

of most critics which sees in 2'^ "'"' a barefaced insertion, I have

given reasons above (Introduction, p. xix f.) for supposing that it

was already a part of the account of Eli's sons which the author

used in writing the life of Samuel.

That the earlier part of i Sam. properly belongs in the period of the Judges

has often been pointed out. That there was ever a separate book of Judges

which included i Sam. I- 12 cannot be certainly asserted. Graf* claims that

Jd. 17 18 19-21 and i Sam. 1-7-" are from the same source. But no one

seems to have followed him in this, and the character of the documents is

quite dissimilar. If the assertion had been limited to Jd. 17 18 and i Sam.

3-6, more could be said in its favour. Graf also points out that the speech

of Samuel in i Sam. 12 marks the close of the period of the Judges, as Joshua's

farewell address marks the close of the period of conquest. To this Kuenen f

adds the obvious argument that both Eli and Samuel are called Judges, i Sam.

4I8 7IJ-17. The latter passage, however, uses the term Judge in a different sense

from that which it has in the Book of Judges. That at some time Eli was

counted among the Judges of Israel is possible. But it seems impossible to fit

l)oth him and Samuel into the scheme of the author of the present Book of

Judges. At the same time it must be admitted that the point of view of the

author of i Sam. y-'^'' was very similar to his. J

1-18. Hannah's prayer.— The story introduces us at once to

the principal characters : T/ierc 7aas a man of the Ramathites, a

* Gcach. BB. p. 98. I have not seen the dissertation De Templo Silonensi to

which he refers,

t HCa^. I. p. 337.

X Cf. I5u., KS. p. 201, Ki. GH. II. pp. 29-32.
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Zuphite of the hill country of Ephraitn whose name was Elkanah~\

cf. similar openings, Jd. 13-, i S. 9^ There has possibly been

conflation in the description. That he was a Ramathite would

be enough to indicate that he was of the hill country of Ephraim,

without the addition of those words. Ramah is a common Old

Testament name, designating at least eight different places. Four

locahties have been identified with the Ramah of Elkanah and

Samuel. These are Beit Rima thirteen miles northeast of Lydda,

Ram Allah nine miles north of Jerusalem, Er-Ram four miles

nearer that city, and iVif^r 6'^7W7(:'// about four miles northwest of

it. The first of these seems too near the Philistine territory, the

last two are in Benjamin. The Bibhcal data are not sufficient to

decide the question with certainty, but my own mind inclines to

Ram Allah as having the probability on its side. Zuph occurs

again as the name of the district in which Saul finds the home of

Samuel, 9'. The genealogy given seems to leave no doubt that

Elkanah was an Ephraimite by blood.— 2. As in some other

cases where a man had two wives, sorrow was caused by the fact

that one was blessed with children, while the other had no child—
so we should read here with (!i. She would not have grieved,

had she had even one. The case of Rachel before the birth of

Joseph will occur to every one. The name Hannah corresponds

to the English name Grace, and Peninnah means Coral or Pearl.

— 3. Elkanah used to go up year by year to 7aorship and to sacri-

fice to Yahweh Sebaoth in Shiloli] the institution of the pilgrimage

is apparently as old as the existence of shrines. That Elkanah

went once a year seems to point to a time when the three yearly

festivals were not yet regarded as obligatory. The divine name
Yahweh Sebaoth occurs in Samuel eleven times, and all seem to

belong to the later strata of the book. The meaning of the name
has been much discussed. To our conception Yahweh is appropri-

ately called God of the hosts of heaven, understanding by the hosts

either the stars or the angels. But to the earlier thought of Israel,

the angels were unknown. God of the armies of Israeli's, favoured

by the fact that mK-2f does designate these armies in many pas-

sages (Ex. 7* 12^' Num. I''', al.). It should be noted, however, that

Amos, the earliest writer to whom we can trace the appellation,

seems to have been especially impressed by the fact that Yahweh
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uses the armies of the heathen for the accomphshment of his ends,

Am. 3^^'"- 4" 5^'. He is therefore God of the nations, not of

Israel alone. Shiloh is the modern Seiiiin, and its situation is

described in Jd. 21^^ as north of Bethel, east of the road which

goes up from Bethel to Shechem. There was a yearly festival there

in the time of the judges, Jd. 21^"**'. In order to an understanding of

what follows, the narrator adds : And Eli a?id his two sons, Hophni

and Phinehas, zvcre there priests to Yahweh~\ the text is that of @.

1. D\iCin-p] The pointing makes the name of the place Ramathaim.

This name (that is, the dual form, later Aritnathaea) does not appear else-

where in the Old Testament, but even in this same account (v.^^) is given as

a singular. We., TBS., p. 35, therefore supposes an attempt made in this

instance to substitute a more modern form for the older, which, however, did

not extend beyond this single case. It seems simpler with Kl. to point nv^mn,

for which we may cite Timn i Chr.
2'f-'^.

— a''Dii' Bipsin] is grammatically

impossible. For the second word we have Seti^d (§^, which indicates suffi-

ciently that the D has come from the following word. ?C seems to feel the

difficulty in the received text, for it renders noj n''DSnc. The restoration

of We. is now generally adopted, as above.— am"'] (S renders Sscnni, but

I Chr. 6^3 seems to go back to f§.— \n-\DvS] seems to have been originally

equivalent to Epkraiinile, Jd. 12^ i K. II-^. In this place, however, (5 has ev

Natrei^ E^pdi/^, so that the original may have been ancN r|is p as suggested

by We.— 2. T^\Mi'\ a number of MSS. have nnsn.— an'?> pN] ovk Jjv iraiblov

(5 seems more forcible.— 3. nS].'i] the perfect with W^aw Consecutive is used

of customary action. Dr., Tenses^, § 120; Dav., Syntax, § 54; Konig, Syntax,

Z'ol h.— n^s Ninn C'lxn] (g^ has simply 6 fiv^pwTros; the shorter text has the

presumption in its favour. — na'-D'' O^D'O] Ex. 13IO
Jd. ii*'' 21^^ cf. Kon.,

Syntax, 266 a. riN3i" m.T'— besides the Bible Dictionaries the student may

consult ZATIV. VI. p. 17; PRE?, article Zebaoth; Smend, Alttest. Religions-

geschichte, p. 185 ff. On the pronunciation of the name of Israel's God,

ZATW. III. p. 280 f., IV. p. 21 ff.— "iSyja ^ja"] 'HXeZ koX ol hvo viol avrov <3.

It is necessary that Eli should be mentioned because he appears in the imme-

diate sequel. There is every reason to adopt the reading of (5 therefore.

Even if Eli had been mentioned in some preceding part of this history now

lost, it would be quite as appropriate to mention him here as to mention his

sons alone. The change to |^ may possibly have been made to shield Eli

from the blame afterwards pronounced upon his sons. We. and Dr. decide

against <3, while Bu. supposes that the original was simply pj >^y airi. The

name Phinehas is said to mean negro in Egyptian (Lauth, ZDMG. XXV.

P- 139)-

4-8. The point of interest is the behaviour of Hannah. The

author, therefore, means to say that on one occasion Hannah
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wept and could not eat. But the connexion is broken by a long

sentence, which gives an account of Peninnah's habitual scornful

treatment of her rival. The result is awkward, and we must con-

cede the possibility that the text has been interpolated. As it

stands, we must make a long parenthesis : It came to pass on one

occasion that Elkanah sacrificed {jiow he used to give portio7is to

Peninnah and her children, but to Hannah one portion though he

loved her, and her rival would vex her . . .) and she ivept and

would not eat. The words are plain enough in themselves, with

the exception of n'2i<, which will be discussed in the critical note.

— 6. The received text asserts that her rival vexed her, taunting

her with her barrenness. The expression is somewhat confused,

however, and it is noticeable that (Jl in its primitive form only

asserts that she (Hannah) was greatly troubled. There is reason

to suspect the text.— 7. The received text must mean: So he

would do year hy year'] making Elkanah the subject. In this case

we must (by a change of the points only) read : as often as he

came tip to the house of Yalnveh. The next clause is either an in-

terpolation or corrupt. Conjecturally we may read : But Han-
nah covered her face and wept and would not eat.— 8. Elkanah

endeavours to comfort her : Why 7oilt thou weep and luilt not eat,

and ivhy does thy heart reproach thee /] The rhetorical question

is followed by another : Am I not better to thee than ten sons .?]

The answer would have been in the affirmative, but it was for his

sake that she wished children, so the attempt at consolation

rather opened the springs of grief afresh.

4. The author begins n^^ha n3TM Dvn ^.T'i as though he were going to relate

what happened on one particular occasion. He then drops into the frequen-

tative tense pji as though what followed w-as a common experience, and this

is kept up until the end of v.', where we find nD^ni which would naturally

connect with r\2'^^. The result is an obscure sentence, and (5 unfortunately

gives little help.— avn inii] i S. 14I 2 K. 4811.18 job 16. There seems no

reason to separate the phrase from others like N''nn n;?3 ^n'% cf. also v^nr\ •nii

I S. 20'^*, Ges.-^ 126^.— inji] one is tempted to change to p", which is

apparently favoured by (5- But this would involve change of the following

verbs.— n\iij3i n^j3~'?3^i] <B^ has simply koX toIs vlois aiiTTis, which is original.

The expansion of such phrases by a scribe is too common to call for remark.

— 5. a>flN] is impossible; ttAtji' 6'ti (g^ points to "i3"Dax, cf. Num. 13^8 Dt.

15* Jd. 4^ Am. 9^, where it evidently means nevertheless. It is awkward, how-
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ever, to say : Nevertheless he loved Hannah and Yahiveh had shut her womb.

We expect the author either to say only one portion (n-'aV) in contrast to

Peninnah, or else to say that he distinguished her in some way as : he gave

her a portion before them. The latter alone would be accounted for by the

following T. There is reason to suppose, therefore, that the corruption is

incurable in the present state of our knowledge : Kara irpda-wirov (B^; tristis

3L seem to be attempts to render the text of ||J.
— ^^n2 E gives a good sense,

but cannot be got out of the present text, and it is difficult to suppose that this

translator had another reading before him. Bu. supposes that the original

may have been a''DN nr. But the point of the narrative is that Hannah wept

because of the contrast between herself and her co-wife, not because of any-

thing in her husband's mien.— 6. The verse is removed by Bu. to the margin

of his text as a later insertion, but without sufficient reason. As it stands we

must render and her rivalprovoked her. — ms] the co-wife, as is shown with

abundant learning by Lagarde, Mittheilungen, 1. 1 25 ff. In this place, however,

(gi^ renders /card Trji/ 6\i-'pLv avTrjs, evidently reading nms^. This would join

very well to the preceding clause of (3^. ' For the Lord had not given her a

son like her rival.'' But, on the other hand, it does not join well with what fol-

lows. A further difficulty is made by na;-in, an abnormal form, Ges.^" § 22 s. The

verb in the Iliphil is always to thunder, in the (^al to roar (Ps. 96II). The

word is probably corrupt here, as neither of these meanings is appropriate.

After -\^2')2 we expect mention of the cause of Hannah's grief— nroin 113;'3

would give a good sense. <Bi^ seems to have read n; ini'D.— 7. n;';ji] must have

Elkanah in mind as the actor, which indeed he was. There seems to be no

reason for changing to nr^n (Dr.). The nn'?;' which follows must be 7\'rhy of

course, though it seems to favour anSy; no^] should be n"'2. The words

n^am njD^JDn }3 make a difficulty by their abrupt change of suliject. It is not

unlikely therefore that njn is represented in the last three letters of the first

verb. Kl.'s proposal to resid r\ir\ D2r\'>, and Hannah covered her face in sign

of grief, is attractive. (@ seems to have read D;^3n% koX ij^iJ/uei. With ^iD

n-S>' cf. aPNX 11D I S. l8^\ 8. After njn ^ introduces koX elirev airtp 'ISoO

iyd}, Kvpie • Kal e'nrev avT^. This is entirely appropriate, but if original it is diffi-

cult to see how it was lost. For n^'? (5 has : rl iarl croi 6ti, which has no claim

to be more original, but probably goes back to a variant Hebrew text.— 3;"\'

133^] Tvirrei ere 17 KapdLa aov, which indicates 133^ I3\ This is more appro-

priate, for '3S yn'' is used of the heart that hardens itself against its neighbour,

Dt. 15I''. Hannah no doubt reproached herself with her shortcoming, though

it was not voluntary. Her husband exhorts her not to lilame herself, which is

precisely what she was doing — her heart smote her is the natural expression

in the case.

9-11. The VOW. — Hannah presents herself before Yahweh :

She rose after they had eaten, and stood before Yahweh'] the read-

ing is tliat of (S. Tlie condition of things is described in the fol-
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lowing clause : Eli the priest was sitting at the tiitie on his chair

at the door posts of the temple of Yahweh'\ the structure seems to

have been a solid building, otherwise it could not be called a.

te?nple ; the same word is afterwards applied to the temple of Sol-

omon, I K. 6'.— 10. She toas greatly distressed'\ lit. bitter of soul,

cf. 2 K. 4^, where it is said of the woman Avho has lost her only

son that her soul is bitter.— 11. The prayer culminates in a vow :

Yahweh Scbaotli .' If thou wilt indeed look j/poti the affliction of

thy maidservant and wilt give thy maidservant a man child, then I
willgive him to Yahzveh all the days of his life'] she means that he

should become a temple servant, a nethin, Num. 8^^. A vow is a

promise to give something to Yahweh, or to perform something

for him, in case he grants a prayer. An example is Jacob's vow,

Gen. 28^^^ (E) : ^ Yahweh God will be with me and protect me

on this joiirney . . . then this stone shall be to me a house of God,

and all that thou shall give me I will tithefor thee. The devotion

of human beings in this way is illustrated by Jephthah, and is pre-

supposed in the elaborate provisions of the law for redemption.

Lev. 27. Our author does not seem to be troubled by the ques-

tion whether Hannah had a right to make a vow of this kind with-

out the consent of her husband. The point which most interests

us is that the author cannot have thought of Samuel (or Elkanah)

as a Levite, for in that case the vow would have been unmeaning.

But that he also loses sight of the ancient regulation that every

male that opens the womb is already the property of Yahweh,

seems evident. The statement in the text : a razor shall not

come upon his head reads like a later addition. But it is readily

accounted for by the view of a scribe that Samuel was to be a

Nazirite— a lifelong Nazirite like Samson. (!9 carries the like-

ness to Samson further by adding : and zvitie and fermented

liquor he shall not drink] cf. Jd. 13^ Afid wilt remember me]

reads like a reminiscence of Gen. 30--, where God remembers

Rachel in giving her a son.

9. r\hz'2 nSjN nns njn Dpni] the last word is unnecessary, and difficulty is

found in accepting nhon, because s/ie had not eaten. The latter is somewhat

relieved by reading aSos with ©. The objection that she finds the family still

at their meal in v.^^ is hardly cogent in view of the state of the text there.

Still it is not impossible that there has been scribal expansion. We. points
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n'^'uia, which is possible, only I should take a letter from the preceding word

n?i'3n Sdn ^"sn^ ^^ after the eating of the boiled flesh, 2^^. The conjecture of

Kl. njrSa nSjx nnniS njni, which is adopted by Bu., seems too remote from

any external testimony. It seems necessary, however, to insert with (5 3S"inm

nin> •'JdS (Th., We., al.). — as"' . . . '''r>'i] a circumstantial clause. pnTD is else-

where used in the plural, and should, perhaps, be so pointed here, with (5.

—

10. n33n nD3i] the emphatic adverbial infinitive. The imperfect tense indi-

cates continued action : she kept lueepiiig bitterly.— 11. inaN'nN nOwTrs'^i is

superfluous and is also lacking in O'^; we may disregard it.— •'U'jx >m] does

not occur again. That she means a male child is evident.

12-18. Eli's rebuke, followed by a blessing.— As Hannah

prolonged her prayer, Eli, who saw the movement of her lips, but

heard no sound, took her for a drunken zuojnan'\ that excess

in wine was not an infrequent concomitant of religious feasts seems

indicated by the readiness with which the suspicion is entertained

here. For the construction cf. Job 13-* : 7vhy dost thou reckon me

thine enemy ?— 14. The rebuke : floiv lon^; 7vilt thou show thyself

drunken'\ seems to emphasize the disgracefulness of the spectacle.

Put away thy wine and go from the presence of Yahweh'\ the

second half is found in (§ only, but seems to be original. In (!l

Eli's servant is made to utter the rebuke, an evident attempt to

shield the priest from the charge of harshness.— 15. Hannah

repels the charge : No, my Lord ; an afflicted woman am I, a?id I
have not drunk wine or intoxicating drink'\ the two are often men-

tioned together. But Ipoured out my soul before Yahweh, cf. Ps.

62^ {pour out the hearty
>
42^.— 16. Do not take thy servant to be a

vile woman'] lit. a daughter of belial. The corresponding phrase

so?is of belial is frequent and evidently means vile 7nen, Jd. 19''^,

I Sam. 2'-. The derivation of the word belial, however, is obscure,

and recent discussions are inconclusive. The Greek translators

render men of belial, or so7is of belial, by adjectives like vile, un-

godly, senseless, contrary. A satisfactory Hebrew etymology has

not been found. The older commentators propose without yoke,

for which they cite Jer. 2-". Other conjectures, that rises no more

(after falling), that profits not, are equally precarious. The word

is possibly a foreign word, but the Babylonian derivation does not

as yet seem unequivocally established. For on account of the

greatness of my grief have I continued until no7v. The soft answer

turns away wrath.— 17. Eli not only dismisses her in peace, but
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adds a prayer that her petition may be granted. — 18. Her prayer

is that she may stand well with hint] lit. find favour in his eyes,

a frequent Old Testament phrase. The historian adds : So the

woman went her way, and her face was no more sad~\ for the text

see the critical note.

12. n\-ii] is possible, as one of the rare cases of the perfect with weak

1 (so Dr., N'otes, and Tensed, § 133). But it is more likely that it is the

mistake of a scribe who thought the verb continued the preceding sen-

tence. Restore \ti (Bu.).— '?'?3nnS n.-13-in] the main verb expresses the

idea which we express adverbially : she prayed much. Similar cases are

TWff'jb 2ian : he did ivell ; n^'jj'^ inn : he did quickly. '>'?;'l introduces the

circumstantial clause : she continued praying xohile Eli was observing her

mouth.— 13. N'ln njni] the casus pendens : As for Hannah, she zvas speak-

ing iti her heart ; only her lips were moving, but her voice zvas not heard^ *

the whole sentence is explanatory of what Eli was observing. The name of

Hannah is here omitted by (S^^.— n3;;'nii] resumes the story introduced by

the MM at the beginning of v.^-.— n-iD'.;'] on the form of the adjective, Ges.'^s

§ 84 b, 24.— 14. pnons'n] one of the few cases of the old feminine ending,

Ges.26 § 47 <7.
—

t"''?>D] (@ substitutes koI iropevov (yal &ire\de^^ ck irpo(T<hTrov

KvpLov. The clause seems to me one likely to be changed, to avoid the seem-

ing identification of Yahweh with the Ark.— 15. nn"nw'|i] harsh of spirit

seems impossible. Most modern scholars have adopted Th.'s emendation to

ai"i niJ'p : T) ffK\r]pa rj/i^pa (3, cf. Job 30-^, where DV r\z'p is one in misfortune.

— 13-'] fruit-wine or cider, cf. Benziger, Hebr. Arch'dologie, p. 96.— 16. ^N

"'js'? . . . \T\T^'\ would naturally mean do not give . . . into the poiver of, which

cannot be correct. What Hannah desires is that she may not be reckoned to

be a vile woman. In this sense we find jnj followed by r, and we should

probably emend to nar, throwing out •'Jd'^. Kl.'s ^fjV does not occur with this

verb, and Dr.'s S is also without parallel. Cf. Gen. 42^'', aiSjiSD uns* p'l

:

and took us for spies.— Si'i'ra] is an obscure word, cf. BDB. s.v., Moore on

Judges 192^, Baudissin in PRE? II. p. 548 f., Cheyne, in the Expositor, 1895,

and in the Expository Times, June, 1897, '^^^ Baudissin's reply, ibid., Nov.

1897, ^n<^ Jensen's remarks, ibid., Apr. 1898.— 'D;'di 'nii;'] (§ seems to have

found but one of the two words, probably •'n^'^' which was not definite enough

for a Hebrew scribe, so that an explanatory word was added.— M"\3i] decid-

edly less forcible than cKT^raKa (§, probably \i3iNn.— 17. inStt* for "in'^.sr,

cf. Ges.26 § 23^.— 18. Soxm] is lacking in seven Hebrew ^NISS., and although

this is rather a slender basis on which to erect a theory, I suspect the word to

be an insertion. The sense is perfectly good without it, as is seen in the

translation given above. It is a question whether the author would have said

she went her way if he meant simply that she returned to the chamber imme-

* (5I- adds here : But the Lord heard her. The example is instructive as show-

ing how a text grows.



12 I SAMUEL

diately adjoining the temple. The text of (5 : and came into the chamber and
ate with her husband and drank will be a further expansion. If original, we
cannot account for its abbreviation.— nS-rn-NS n^'jai] koX rh Trpoaioirov avrijs

ov ffvveTreaev (5. The only parallel cited for ||J (Job 9-'') is of doubtful integrity.

It seems better therefore to correct nS"iin to nSaj, which is quite in accord

with Hebrew usage.

19-28. The prayer answered, and the vow performed.—
The division between this and the preceding is artificial. The
narrative continues without a break. After paying their respects

at the temple the next morning the family returned to their home
in Ramah. A/ui Elkanah knew Hannah his wife'] cf. Gen. 4^.

And Yahiueh remembered her] as he remembered Rachel Gen.

30".— 20. And it came to pass at the end of a year that she bare

a son] about the time of the yearly festival. And called his name
Samuel: Forfrom Yahzijeh I have asked him] the last words evi-

dently give her reason for the choice of this name. The etymology

does not bear out the intention. — 21. At the usual time Elkanah

went up to Shiloh to offer the yearly sacrifice] as we have heard

nothing of his vow, which is added in the received text, the words

are probably the insertion of a scribe.— 22. Hannah excuses her-

self from the present journey in the words : When the boy is iveaued

then 1 7uill bring him] for two years she would keep him at home,

for this was the usual time, and is still the case in the East, cf.

Koran, 2-'^l Some commentators have thought it impossible that

the boy could be .actually delivered to the priest at so early an

age, and have tried to interpret the verb 7ucancd in a figurative

sense. But this seems \uicalled for. Then we shall see the face

of Yahweh, and he shall dwell there foi'ever] where the last clause

means of course all Jiis life.— 23. Elkanah consents, adding :

Only Yahweh establish thy 7vord] a wish. that their lives may be

spared to do as she purposes.— 24. At the time set, she brottght

hijn tip ivith a three year old bullock] an unusually valuable sacri-

fice. The received text has three bullocks by an error of transcrip-

tion. And an cphah of flour and a skin of wine] the abundance

of provision was in order to invite many to " eat and drink and

rejoice before Yahweh " with them. The ephah offlour is Gideon's

offering also, Jd. 6''', "The c[uantity according to the smallest

computation was over a bushel " (Moore) .
— 25. After sacrificing
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the bullock they brought the lad to E/i'] that the whole family was

present is quite in accord with the fitness of things.— 26. She

recalls herself to his remembrance : By thy life, Sir, I am the

woman that stood near thee here to pray to Yahweh .'— 27. The
answer to her prayer ; Concerning this boy Iprayed and Yahweh
granted what I asked~\ lit. my request which I asked of him.—
28. The return she proposes to make : Now I, on my part, have

given him to Yahweh. All the days that he shall live he is given to

Yahwe/i] is Hannah's devotion of her son only a revival of the

ancient law which claimed all the first born for Yahweh? At the

end of the verse ^ adds and he howed to Yahweh. If this refers

to Samuel, it seems appropriate enough. It is, however, lacking

in (§^, which inserts a clause not found in ^ at the end of the

Song which follows. The probable explanation is that the Song

was inserted in the two texts at different points. The original text

seems to have said, after Hannah's presentation of the lad, so she

left him their and zoent to Ramah. The Song was inserted in.ft?

between the two halves of this sentence ; in (^ it comes before the

first half.

20. a^S''n niQp.-i'^] similarly T\yvr, popnS Ex. 3422 2 Chr. 2428.*— njn nnni

I'^n] (§ puts KoX avveXa^ev at the end of v.i^. The word has been interpo-

lated in both recensions. Before ''3, (S and ST insert and she said; a case of

explicative expansion.— v.-iSn'^^ nirjin >3] as Kimchi sees, the theory of the

author is that Sxia;:' is a contraction of ^Na Sins'. But such contraction is

unheard of elsewhere. There is an exegetical tradition in favour of '^Nyicc

as the original form of the word, but, as shown by Dr. (^A'otes, in loc), this

also is without analogy. The most natural derivation, making it mean, Name
of God, is attributed to St. Gregory by Schm.— 21. mj'nxi] Jewish tradition

sees in this a vow made for the birth of a son. But the only vow of which the

narrative gives us any knowledge is Hannah's vow. There is reason to sup-

pose the words an addition to the original text therefore. The tendency to

such expansion is seen in © here, which reads, koX rds ei^x^s a-vrov koX Trdcras

Tttj deKdras ttjs yrjs avrov.— 22. ScJi ij'] a parallel case is Jd. 16'^, so that

there is no need to insert ovk dva^riffofxai ^^.— n.siji] apparently intended

by the punctuators as a Niphal. It is l^etter to read it as the Qal imperfect

on account of ''JD"nN which follows— perhaps the well-known cohortative

with weak 1 : / will bring him up that we may see the face of Yahweh.—
23. n^TPN] must be understood of some promise. The only one of which

* According to these passages we should expect the singular t^q'^t^ here, and the

1 is, in fact, omitted in many MSS.
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we have record is Eli's wish that Hannah should have a son-— which might

be construed as a word of Yahweh. But this is already fulfilled in the birth

of Samuel. It seems better therefore to read T^Oi with (5 to i^eXdov ^k toO

ffTdfiards <rov.— 24. nu'VJ' D''iS3] ev jxdffxv rpieTi^ovri (g = 'Z''?'Z'0 103; cf.

Gen. 15^. The reading of (5 is to be restored. At the end of the verse nyjrr.

i;'j is unintelligible; /cat to wcLiSapiop yuer' avTQv <3 is superfluous, though (S^

helps it by reading Kal elffrfKBov for inNJ.'ii. In the present state of our

knowledge we must be content to omit the words; the boy was young is an

impossible rendering, and besides, the sentence is superfluous. Dr. conjectures

that the words nay lyjni belong at the end of v?^, and he is followed by Bu.

— 25. I see no reason for departing from the received text. The consent of

Eli was necessary to make the act valid, and it was entirely appropriate that

both parents should present the lad at the sanctuary, though the mother takes

the leading part. If we are to change at all, we must read hy Sn -i>'jn dn N3ni

nny nyjni. — 26. ''J^^' ia] a phrase claiming the favourable notice of the one

addressed, Jd. 61^.— 28. For the dj correlativum (Th. after Clericus) cf.

Gen. 20-5, N^n-cJ she for her part. '^'Nii'n is to encourage a person to ask

by granting his request, then to give without a previous request. i^t T^'n]

seems impossible : in IS'N seems indicated by (SES and is found in one

codex.— mniS Di:' inntrii] some MSS. have nnntrii. The whole clause is lack-

ing in (gi^-^ which give a substitute at the beginning of 2". It is represented

in &- in both places.

II. 1-10. The song of Hannah.— The author or the final

redactor here puts into the mouth of Hannah a song of praise.

Careful examination shows that it has no particular reference to

her circumstances. The assertion that the barren has borne seven

while the prolific mother growsfaint is made only as an example

of God's sovereign dealings with his creatures. Possibly this

couplet may have drawn the editor's attention, and made him

think the psalm appropriate for this place. But this sentence,

with the rest of the composition, is too general to give us light

on the situation of the author. The expressions used are those

common to the songs gathered in the Psalter. Like many of

them, it voices the faith of the pious in Yahweh as ruler over the

destinies of men.

The structure of the poem is very simple. Four stanzas may

be marked off: (i) The believer's doxology
; (2) Warning to

the arrogant; (3) Yahweh's government; (4) Confidence for

the future. The metre regularly shows three accents to a line,

except in one or two instances, where the text is probably at fault.
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A translation is given by Professor Briggs in his Messianic Prophecy (N.Y.,

1886), p. 124 f., and with critical notes in the Presbyterian Review, 1885,

p. 112 f.

1-2. The opening stanza is one of praise, expressive of the

singer's state of mind in view of Yahweh's glory.

Glad is my heart in Yahweh,

My horn is exalted in my God,

My mouth is enlarged over my enemies,

For I rejoice in thy salvation.

There is none holy like Yahweh,

For there is none righteous like our God,

And there is no rock besides thee.

1. nnxni njn SSsnni] (S"^ has simply koX eJ-n-ev, which is enough.— fSy]

ecxTepeJidy) (5 may go back to V^x; but as this verb with 2S might convey the

meaning of obstinacy (cf. Dt. 2^''), it seems better to adhere to |§. The

elevation of the horn and the widening of the mouth are familiar figures

in Hebrew poetry, Ps. 92II Is. 57*. The second nino should doubtless be

^•lSN3 with @ and 28 MSS.— 2. The second member is l^rh^ px '•3. Evi-

dently something has been lost; and as (5 has 5//ca:os, we cannot do better

than to insert it. But having followed (5 in this, it seems better to go with

it also in the interchange of inSa and irnVxj. The parallelism is thus

improved. For nis, cf. Ps. 18^^.

3-5. Warning to the opposers.

Do not speak haughtily,

Or let arrogance come from your mouth.

For a God of knowledge is Yahweh,

And a God who weighs men's deeds.

The bow of tTie mighty is broken,

And the weak are girded with might.

Those who had plenty do lack.

But the famished inherit the land.

For the barren has borne seven.

And the mother of many languishes,

3. The first member is unmanageably long. It seems probable, therefore,

that n^in lann are duplicates, and that the same is true of the double nnjj.

It answers every purpose to read nnjj ^^^\:i^^^\ Sx. For pnj,', cf. Ps. 31^^.

—

T\y;-\ hiC\ Job 36*. The plural is probably emphatic, and might be rendered

all-knowing (Briggs).— mVSj? uanj x*?!] et les crimes ne passent pas impunis

(Reuss) is hardly justified. At least the niSSy should be described, in order

that we may understand that crimes are meant. The Qre, reading i^i (also
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ill the text in some copies), iiiaLes a possible sense: And by him actions are

iveighed. But (§, reading koX debs eroindi^uv iiriTri8ev/j.aTa ai/rov, makes us

suspect the original to have been ^y^hh•; |pri Sni (SS).— 4. D\~in] Th. and

Dr. cite Is. 21I" in favour of the reading. But it seems simpler to correct

to n.in : yjad^frjae (S.-— 5. liD'J'j] Aire themselves out would be appropriate,

but the verb is nowhere found in this stem, and 110,-1, suggested by (@, is

preferable.— i'?nn] needs something to complete the sense. Briggs takes

-\'; from the beginning of the next verse, and translates keep holiday forever.

But in order to mean keep holiday, the verb needs something to complete

the sense— c^SiSn from labour. Reifniann, cited by Dr., proposes 13>' I'^in,

which is adopted by Bu. : irapTJKav yrjv (g does not seem to help us, but

habitaverunt \ points to Trap(^Kr](rav, which is also confirmed by the Armenian

(according to HP). I have, therefore, ventured to restore in** yi''\\ cf. Ps,

25^3_— ^^,j could undoubtedly be spared. & omits, but (§ represents it by

Sri. — nS'-CvS-] Ges.2J § 55 d.

6-8. Yahweh's government.

Yahweh kills and gives life,

Brings down to Sheol and brings up.

Yahweh makes poor and makes rich.

Brings low and also sets on high.

He raises the poor from the dust,

From the dung-hill he raises the needy.

To make him sit with nobles of the people.

And gives him in possession a glorious throne.

[For to Yahweh belong the pillars of the earth,

And he has set the world upon them].

6. The second half is synonymous with the first — Sheol the abode of the

dead. — 7. <^'.<] is represented by /cat alone in (S : et IL.— 8. "^t and jvax

are parallel, Ps. yi^^.— narxn] Many codd. have nc-Lj'ND', which is also the

reading of OIL. The nas'N is the mound of ruljbish which accumulates near

an Oriental town. Beggars often spend the night upon it in default of a

lodging.— a''2nj] dwaa-rQu XaQv (5^ : dvvacrTuv \aov (S'-, evidently reading

D;'~''3>tj, which seems more vigorous. The couplet in brackets is not found

in (5, and is therefore probably not original. In place of it we find : 5i8ovs

evxv'' '''V fvxo/j.^i'w, Kal evXdyrjaev (ttj diKalov, which seems an endeavour to

adapt the psalm more nearly to Hannah's circumstances.

9, 10. The confidence of the believer.

The feet of his friends he will guard,

But the wicked shall perish in darkness,

(For not by strength is a man mighty).
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Yahweh will shatter his enemies,

Upon them he will thunder in the heavens.

Yahweh will judge the ends of the earth;

He will give strength to his king,

And will exalt the horn of his anointed.

9. (S omits the first two members of the verse. These seem, however,

more in accord with the context than the third.— 10. irn'] read pn' with

(§.— 13'^:.] is confirmed by (S, but is of course to be taken collectively:

vanrD Qre.— iV;'] v^>' Qit: Bu. proposes ?r'?;', which would not be out of

place. In this verse (@ inserts six lines from Jer. g-'^-. For mn^ in line 3

(@ has simply airSs.— in''w'D] as a title of the king (and we can hardly under-

stand it otherwise here) this word is another indication of comparatively

late date.

11. The verse is the conclusion of the account of Samuel's

dedication and originally read : An(^ she left him there before

Yahweh and went to Ramah ; but the boy continued ministering

to Yahweh in the presence of Eli the priest.

11. /cat KariXLirev avrbv eKet ivunriov Kvpiov (3 is represented in |^ by the

last three words of i-®. It is scarcely possible to doubt that (3 has the original,

and that its proper place is here.— n,-i;;-in njpS.s ^S''l] can scarcely be original,

as Hannah has been the prominent character in what precedes. We should

read n.-i;;in 1S.-11 or npcin i:'?v. The words ^rl•>2-^•; are lacking in (3^ and

superfluous. —mm] is often used of priestly service.

12-17. The corruption of the existing priesthood. — The

author describes the conduct of Eli's sons in a manner to point

the contrast afforded by Samuel, and also to prepare for the catas-

trophe that is to overtake their house. The crime of which they

are accused is arrogance in demanding a share of the sacrifice

and in not contenting themselves with the portions assigned by

custom or by law.

The paragraph separates itself so neatly from what precedes

and follows, that we naturally suppose it to belong to an older

document which the author of the life of Samuel wove into his

narrative.

12. The sons of, Eli were 7vicked men'] the phrase used, sons

of belial, is parallel to daughter of belial wsed in i^'^. We must be

careful not to assume that belial was at this time a proper name.

Whatever its origin, it denotes extreme depravity. They ktiew ?iot

c
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Yahwe}r\ in any such sense as would lead them to do his will,

nor the priesfs due from the people] this clause from the next

verse seems to belong here. — 13, 14. Whenever a man sacrificed,

the priesfs servant ivould come, at the boiling of the flesh, with his

threeprongedfork in his hand, and would strike it into the pot or

the pan or the kettle'] the method could scarcely be more offensive.

All that thefork brought up the priest zvould take for himself] by

the hand of his servant, that is. This violence was not exercised

in isolated cases only, but was practically universal— to all Israel

thatcame to sacrifice to Yahtveh in Shiloh. — 15. Worse is to follow :

Moreover, before they burned the fat, the priesfs servant used to

come and say to the offerer : Give roastingflesh for the priest— he

will not take boiled flesh from thee, but rata] this amounted to

sacrilege, as nothing ought to intervene between the presentation

of the offering and the burning of the part belonging to Yahweh.

The expostulation of the worshipper to this effect only led to

fresh insult : Should the offerer say : They are going to burn thefat

at once, then take wliatever you please, he zvould irply : No! You

shall give it at once or I will take it by force. — 17. The greatness

of the sin consisted in this, that these priests despised the offerings

of Yahweh.

13. ns a^jn^n taorsi] (5 had nsD jnan osrni; this is confirmed l^y 9 MSS.

and seems preferable. The nearest parallel is Dt. 18^— nxD DijnDn aaZ'D.

It is extremely difficult to decide whether this clause belongs with the preced-

ing verse or whether it should begin a new sentence : the ciistoiji of the priest

. . . was that his servant 'would come. The decisive consideration is the use

of the phrase in Dt. 18^, where it certainly means the due of the priests from
the people. On this account it belongs with the ])receding, though we expect

an nx to precede aarr. For a-iji:'."! Z'^z' We. and Dr. read a''j-' n;;'^^. — 14. nam
doubtless should be the pointing, with (5. Instead of four vessels © has but

three. — 13] should be corrected to t' with (SSST.— i^iro or] the tautology

is relieved by (5" OvaaL Kvpiip iv ^TjXwfi, and this should be restored. It is

not certain that a:;' should be retained with this reading (Kl., Bu.).— 15. aj]

evidently introduces the climax.— np''] Xd/3w (SS- The reading of Pj seems

more likely to be original.— 16. lONn] as pointed by fJl would describe a

single case. It seems lietter to point -trs-'i and to understand it as stating a

hypothesis. — r'^N is not represented in (S.— iS /£?.] nS Qre and in 19 codd.,

besides ©S. — '"np*^] is justified by analogy, cf. Dr. Tenses,^ § 1367; but it

is smoother to change to v-np*^! (KL). — 17. im-' 'jd'pn, which is inserted in

different places in different recensions of (@, is possil)ly not original, as it is
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superfluous and may have crept in from the next verse.— a'w'jNn] lacking

in <§, seems to be an insertion intended to Hghten the categorical assertion

that the priests treated the offerings with contumely.

18-21. The narrative returns to Samuel who contmued servhig

YahweJi] Ht. the face of Yahweh, which means Yahweh himself.

Samuel is described as a lad girded with a linen ephod^ where

the ephod is evidently a priestly garment, 22^^ 2 S. 6". Bau-

dissin* points out that linen garments were worn by the Egyptian

priests. Direct influence cannot be proved.— 19. Andhis 7nother

used to make hint a little I'obe'] no English word exactly corre-

sponds to the Hebrew. The garment was worn over the tunic.

There seems no reason to find fault with the statement on the

ground that as the boy grew it would no longer be a little robe.

The narrator has the earlier years especially in mind. Doubtless

the cloth was spun and woven by his mother, as well as the robe

cut and sewed by her.— 20. The blessing of EH : Yahweh repay

thee with seed from this woman for the gift which she gave to

Yahwefi] the received text is obscure, but the reference must be

to i-^ where Hannah expressly says she has given him to Yahweh.

21. And Yahweh visited Hannali] as he did Sarah, Gen. 2i\ so

that she gave birth to three sons and two daughters'\ in addition to

Samuel. But the lad Samuelgrew tip iji the presence of Yahweh.

19. pp Si;'si] the ^'J'd was the outer garment worn by well-to-do people.

It was usually sleeveless, as we may judge from the emphasis laid upon

those with sleeves. For pp Kl. proposes jip;, cotton, which, however, occurs

nowhere in Biblical Hebrew.— 20. zz'<\ would perhaps answer our pur-

pose. But (XTroTicraL (§^ indicates '?i:'i as does avTairoSiocreL (§^.— hn\y

nini'?] cannot be right, though the attempt is made to translate it, ivhich

one asked of Yahiveh. But there is no reason for the indefinite verb here

:

Eli would certainly have said rt^^z^ or nSsi* and would also have used \ti.

On the basis of i^s we naturally restore nS''N:;'n (Bu.). (§ has expvcf'^ which

is evidently nSs'ir'n, cf. Ex. 12^'^. But it seems unfair to give the merit to Elka-

nah.-—^iDpoS isSni] better to make the suffix plural as in some codd.; (@

however makes the verb singular.— 21. ipD"^^] seems without motive : npsii

(§S should be restored.— ^n:^)'] is lacking in ^3^, cf. i-'\ which shows how

easily such insertions are made. After ^'?,^1 insert -\r; <3^.

* Geschichtc des AlttestamentUcheii Priesterthums, Leipzig, 1889, p. 70, referring

to Herodotus, II. 37. Compare, also, Nowack, Hebr. Archdologie, II. p. 116.
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22-25. Eli's inoffectual rebuke. — The paragraph joins di-

rectly to v.'", and, as already indicated, was probably part of a

source which treated the sin and punishment of Eli's sons without

reference to Samuel.— 22. Although Eli was a very old man, ir/

he used to hear what his sons were doing] the reference is to the

sins already laid to their charge. The impurity predicated of them

in the second half of the verse was not in the mind of the original

author.— 23. The rebuke : JVhy taillyou do the tike of these things

•which I hearfrom the mouth of ail the people .?] this, which is an

abbreviated text, seems to convey all that he meant to say. —
24. No, my sons / Not good is the report which I hear . . . tlie

people of Ya]iweJi\ the text is suspicious, and perhaps originally

contained a prohibition.— 25. The motive is the difficulty of

finding a mediator when Yahweh is the offended party : If a man

sin against a man, God zuill mediate] cases of this kind could be

brought before God as umpire, and the oracle would decide

between the parties. But if against Yahweh one sin, who shall

act as mediator ? No higher power exists to whom the case can

be submitted. The conclusion is, that the offended party will

take his revenge. The expostulation was fruitless, for YaJnveh

was minded to slay them], and on that account incited them to

sin, as he afterwards incited David to take the census, 2 S. 24^

26. Samuel is again brought in, in contrast. He kept growing

larger and better in the estimation of Yahweh, and in the estima-

tion of men.

22. ^d] is lacking in (S'^^'. The second half of the verse brings as an

additional accusation against the priests that they used to lie 7vith the luonien

who ministered at the gate of the Tent of Meeting] the sentence is suspicious;

first, because it is lacking in (B^. In the second place the original narrator

has stated his accusation above and this should have been made a part of that

accusation. Finally, the whole narrative, except in this verse, is ignorant of

women who ministered and of the Tent of Meeting as established at Shiloh.

The language is borrowed from the Priestly document of the Pentateuch,

Ex. 38". For these reasons the half verse is to be regarded as a late inter-

polation (We., Kl., Dr., Hu.).— 23. c;'"! DDnaTPx] is lacking in (g^^ and

difficult to construe: for I hear of your evil dealings (RV.) cannot be the

meaning. It seems better to leave the words out.— dn::] iK (Trd/xaTOs (5 is

more vivid.— t^.s nyn] is impossible. The n'?N has come in by false duplica-

tion of the following '^n. © has Kvplou which perhaps represents dti'^.s; luit
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notice the phrase nini w; at the end of the next verse. —• 24. j;^"' ''2JN t>1'N

D-'iaynJ seems unintelhgible : which I hear the people circulaiiiig ^T would

require aj;n to be expressed before the participle : You make the people t7-ans-

gress would require the addition of anx, and the same is true of Kimchi's pro-

posal: You make the people forsake \the sanctuary^. If a word of this kind

can be used here at all, it is better to correct to amayn or am^.sn, ye lead

astray. But '?x at the beginning of the verse suggests a negative command,

in which case there has been radical corruption.— 25. i'^'?3i] as the direct

object is without analogy we may read i'? '?'?di; We., Bu., al., point i'?S3i.

—

26. '^iJi] is lacking in ©b.

27-36. The Threat of Punishment upon Eli.— An unnamed

prophet comes to Eli and rehearses the benefits he and his house

have received from Yahweh. The ingratitude with which he has

treated his benefactor is pointed out, and the removal of his house

from the priesthood is foretold, with the consequent impoverish-

ment of his descendants.

The piece reminds us of similar sections elsewhere, Jd. 6'*^-
i K.

1
3^*'^-, where a prophet is sent with a rebuke, and of others, Jd.

2"^

lo^^'^", where Yahweh himself (or his Angel) delivers the rebuke.

All such sections are of comparatively late date, and the present

one is no exception. The only question which is raised concern-

ing it is whether it is an insertion made after the narrative of

Samuel's life was completed. In answering this we need to note

that the account of the priests' wickedness, ending at i-^, might

be continued perfectly well by the account of the capture of the

Ark beginning at 4^ The oldest historian would then have left us

to draw the moral ourselves. It seems on the whole probable

that this was the case. But an editor, not content with this form

of the story, inserted our section on purpose to point out the

lesson. This may very well have been done before the story

of Samuel was inserted in the narrative, as the author of that

story had abundant reason to tell us of his hero's call even if
2-^"^^

were already in his text, while the interpolator would have no

motive to insert i'-'''^ if 3 was already a part of the history.

We. {Contp., p. 239 f.) treats this section as an interpolation into the narra-

tive similar to the Song of Hannah, though of earlier date, " yet scarcely older

than Deuteronomy and the reform of Josiah." Bu., JiS. p. 200, thinks the

section in place but " Deuteronomistically recast," with which Cornill agrees

Einleititig^, p. 99; and Driver takes substantially the same view, LOT.^,
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p. 174. I can see no evidence of the recasting, and if the piece is not much
later than Josiah, there is no reason why it may not have existed before the

incorporation of the story of Samuel into this context.

27. A man of God~\ the phrase is frequently used of a prophet,

especially in the Books of Kings ; it is twice used of an angel,

Jd. 13^'^ in a passage ascribed to J. by Prof. Moore, once applied

to Moses in Deuteronomy (33^ E), and once also in Joshua (14'',

a passage Deuteronomistically coloured). Thus saith Yahweli]

is a standing phrase in the prophetic books. / certai?ify i-evealed

myself to thy father's house, while they we?-e in Egypt, serva?its to

the house of Pharaoli\ the father's house was probably the clan

of Levi. Parallel to this election by Yahweh as a reason for obe-

dience, is the frequent argumentation from his choice of Israel as

his people.— 28. And I chose him from all the tribes ofIsrael as my
priest, to offer on my altar, to burn sacrifices and to bear an ephod'\

whether we should translate to bear an ephod, or to wear an ephod

depends upon the meaning of the word ephod, concerning which

this passage leaves us wholly in the dark. And Igave thyfather'

s

house all the offerings of the so?is of Israel for food'\ the last two

words are omitted by p|, but found in (§. They seem necessary

to the sense, for the point of the rebuke is that Eli's sons were

dissatisfied with the provision made for them. It seems clear

that the writer has in mind either the tribe of Levi or the house

of Aaron which was chosen to the priesthood in Egypt, and that

therefore he lived before the descent of Zadok (who displaced the

descendants of EH) was traced either to Levi or to Aaron.*—
29. Why then dost thou look with an evil eye on my sacrifices and

on my offerings and dost hojiour thy sons above me, in fattening

them with the first-fruits of all the offerings of Israel 7ny people?

The Hebrew text is obscure and this restoration is only pro-

visional. It seems to express the mind of the writer— that Eli

allowed his sons to seize as their own the portion that belonged

of right to God.— 30. A change of purpose is declared: I had

thought that thy house and thy clan should continue iti my presence

forever'] lit. should walk to andfro before me. The figure is that

* Cf. Baudissin, Geschichte des Alttestamenilichen Prtesterthutns, Leipzig, 1889,

p. 197 f.
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of a courtier who lives in his sovereign's favour, basks in the light

of his countenance. But noiv, saith Yahweh, far be itfrom me
;

for them that honour fne I will ho?iour, and they that despise me

shall he lightly esteemed.— 31. The prediction to which this leads

up : / zaill cut off thy seed'\ a man has hope in the survival of his

posterity, long after he himself is gone. So that there shall not be

an old man in thyfamily\ premature death is a sign of the divine

displeasure.— 32. And thou shall look, being in straits and with

envious eyes, upon all with ivhich I favour Israel'] as a punish-

ment for the present greedy behaviour. The text must be con-

fessed to be very uncertain.— 33. And the 7nan of thine whom I
do not cut offfrom my altar shall be spared in order to consume his

eyes and to starve his soul, and all the increase of thy house shall

die by the siuord of men] one is tempted to see a reference to the

slaughter of the priests by Saul.— 34. x^n earnest of the calamity

should be the death of Eli's sons : on the same day both shall die.—
35. In contrast with Eli there shall be a faithful priest : All that is

in my heart and in my desire he will do, and I will build him an

enduring house] that is, a continuous posterity, cf. 2 S. 7", Yahweh

makes known to thee that Yahtaeh will build thee a house. This

priest, in person or in his descendants, shall tvalk before mine

Anointedfor all time] lit. all the days. The Anointed is of course

the king of Israel, and the writer seems to look back upon a long

line of kings. There can be no doubt therefore that the faithful

priest is Zadok, who was made priest by Solomon in place of

Abiathar (Eli's great-grandson). This is expressly stated to be

the fulfilment of the prophecy, i K. 2^'. The family of Zadok

maintained themselves in the sanctuary of Jerusalem until the

final destruction of the tenfiMe.— 36. Eli's family shall be so

reduced as to seek the menial offices of the sanctuary for the

pittance that might thus be earned. And the one that is left of thy

house shall come to do him obeisance for a bit of mdhey or a loaf

of bread] the contrast is between the regularly installed priesthood

which lives of the altar, and the hangers-on of the sanctuary who
are willing to earn an occasional penny or an occasional meal by

menial services. The ambition of the latter is to be put into one

of the priests' places in order to eat a morsel of the breadof Yahweh]

the state of things is that which we find after the reform of Josiah,
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when the priests of the Bamoth were obhged to content them-

selves with what subordinate places there were in the service of the

Jerusalem sanctuary.

27. n^.ijn] the interrogative n is out of place, for it would call for a

negative answer. It has come on to this word by duplication of the next pre-

ceding letter.— ri-;-\2 no*^] might in connection with cnrna mean belougitig

to the house of riiai'-aoh. But (5 is probal^ly right in inserting 5ouXwv; read,

therefore, '0 n'a'? anj".— 28. nn3i] as an inrinitive absolute representing a

finite verb, the word might pass. But it is simjiler to restore in2Si with OIL.

The scribe probably thought he was going to begin the verse with \~nn3 inai

corresponding to 'mSjj nSjj above; m'?;;'? seems to stand for PiSj'nS or

to be corrupted from it.— n^'.:''?] probaljly PNir'Si with OIL. At the end of

the verse eis ^pCxTtv (5 should be restored.— 29. nc'?] prefix i with IQ.—
ij,'3n] the verb occurs only Dt. 32^^, where it means to kick. But whether it

would take 1 in the meaning to kick at is not certain. (§ evidently read Don
which makes good sense.— p;'a inivi -\'Vvi\ is unintelligible in this context:

avaiod 6(t>0aKix(^ (5 may represent pi;'D 18'' (KL). This makes good sense,

and we must suppose tims irs inserted to help out the unintelligible pjJD

after the pij'D had become mutilated.— SDNnjn^] may be conjecturally

altered to Dns NnanV, for it is Eli's indulgence to his sons that is rebuked

:

ivevXoyelcrdaL (5 would be i";3i'7. For ^cj^ we should perhaps read ^yi;h

(Bu.) although it is equally good simply to leave off the *? as a duplicate

of the preceding letter. — 30. \~ncN iicn] only the second word is indicated

by (5. The contrast may be between Yahweh's former declaration and his

present one. But it seems more forcible to make idn denote the thought

of his mind, as frequently.— .^l^^-^NJ] is frequent in the prophets.

—

31. nv'^'] '^ ffiripiia. (70V (3- The latter alone seems to be justified by the

concluding words of the verse (contra Dr., Kl.). yir'.'^x should be made to

conform to the word just discussed. — 32. The verse, down to |n''23, is

omitted by (3^, whence some have supposed it not original. But the omis-

sion can be accounted for by homeoteleuton, and the verse is represented in

most MSS. of (S and also in I. But to make sense of it is another matter.—
p>'D IS roani] is nonsense; Kl. is probably right in seeing a reference to

the ji>'D which we have changed to pij'C above (very possibly the form may

have been J.yy'c). In that case, the simplest correction will be to read ]^^v;^c^

instead of p;'C. ' For a^a" I have ventured, in so desperate a passage, to put

a^a\s'.— 33. T'r;'] read vj''y (5.— anx*?!] is pointed as a Hiphil with the

n dropped. The reference to Dt. 28*'^ is so evident, however, that the correc-

tion to aiNinS seems obvious.— l^'flj] read v.:'qj (5.— D'tJ'js cannot mean

c!t>/t ad Tirilem aetatem venerit%i. Read with (5 a''a'js aina.— 34. 'jon'Sx

Dnjoi] is supernu(jus and perhaps a gloss.— 35. jcnj nia] cf. 252^— 36. ^i\

is lacking in (5'^ and superfluous.— an^"-\33i] also lacking in %^.— an"?] (S^^

adds roD Kvpluv, confirmed by I, and doubtless original.
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III. 1-21. The revelation to Samuel. — Samuel while sleep-

ing in the sanctuary hears a voice calling him. Supposing that it

is Eli, he waits upon him thrice. Eli at last perceives the nature

of the call and instructs the lad how to reply. The sequel is a

revelation of Yahweh's determination to destroy the house of Eli.

On hearing the message the aged priest resigns himself to the di-

vine will. The significance of the revelation is that it opens Sam-

uel's career as a prophet, and his reputation soon becomes known
throughout Israel.

The chapter seems to be a unit. Doubts have been expressed

as to the originality of "''*
; but these seem not to be well

founded. The necessity of the account in a life of Samuel is evi-

dent. The fact that this section duplicates the warning of the

anonymous man of God in the preceding chapter does not make

it the less necessary that Samuel should be accredited as a

prophet. And no more appropriate credential could be found

than a prediction of the destruction of the house of Eli. The
tone and style agree well with ch. i.

1-10. Samuel hears a voice calling him in the night, and the

voice proves to be the voice of Yahweh. The account opens with

a restatement of Samuel's position in the temple service, and

then tells us that the word of YaJnveh was rare in those days,

there was no . . . visioif^ the qualifying word may mean public

or widespread, but there is reason to suppose that the original

reading is lost.— 2, 3. After the opening clause, the thread of

the narrative is interrupted to describe the condition of things at

the time when the event took place, and is resumed in v.*. So

the sentence is : // came to pass in that da v, wheti Eli . . . that

Yalnveh called Samuel. The circumstantial clause is compli-

cated ; three of its items tell of the condition of things at the mo-

ment, the other gives us information of the state of Eli's physical

vision. It is difficult to see how this clause bears on the present

history. But taking the text as it stands we may render by insert-

ing a parenthesis : When Eli was lying in his place {now his eyes

had begun to grow dim, he could not see) and the lamp of God had
not yet gone out, Samuel also was lying in the Temple of Yahweh
where the Ark of God zmfs. But the originality of the words in pa-



26 I SAMUEL

renthesis is difficult to maintain. The other items are important for

the picture they present of the sanctuary. It is evident that Eh and

Samuel slept in adjoining rooms, if not in the same room. Samuel,

at least, lay in the apartment in which the Ark stood. The dif-

ference between this arrangement and that provided in the tradi-

tional Tabernacle is evident. That a lamp should burn all night

before Yahweh is in accordance with the fitness of things. The

early Israelites in providing Yahweh a dwelling were careful to

furnish it with articles of use and luxury according to their ideas.

Of any typical or symbolical meaning such as later attached itself

to this furniture we find no trace in our narrative. We may as-

sume, however, that the lamp burned all night in the sanctuary,

as was later expressly provided, Ex. 27-', cf 2 Chr. 13'^ and

therefore that the time of Samuel's call was in the early morning.

The sanctuary is here called a temple as in i''. The sleeping of

an attendant near the Ark, as a servant sleeps near the monarch

so as to serve him, seems to show preexilic custom, but how it

shows this account to be pre-Deuteronomic* I do not see. The

behef that sleepers in the sanctuary receive revelations in dreams

was common in antiquity and seems not yet to have died out, as

there are traces of it among the Moslems to the present time.

The Ark of God is here mentioned for the first time. It is evi-

dently the same which was afterwards transferred to his citadel by

David, and which was the sacred object in the Temple of Solomon.

But we have no description of it by an early writer. See below,

on 4'. — 4. The text must be restored at this point, where we ex-

pect the most detailed account, so as to read : Yahweh stood and
called : Samuel ! Samuel .' The repetition of the name is one of

the marks of E among the Pentateuchal documents, Gen. 22" 46"

Ex. 3''. — 5. .'\nswering what he supposed was the call of Eli,

Samuel is bidden to return to his place.— 6. Yahweh calls again :

Samuel! Samuel! with the same result as before. ^— 7. There-

mark that Samuel did not yet know Yahiach, and the word of Yah-

weh had not yet been revealed to him, is added to explain how it

was that he did not recognize the voice of the speaker.— 8. At

the third experience Eli perceived that Yahweh was calling the

* As affirmed hy Kittcl, G/f. II. p. 33.
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lad.— 9. Hence his instruction : Go and lie down ; and if one

call thee thou shall say : Speak / for thy servant is listening. As

the subject is left indefinite in the clause and if one call thee, it is

probable that the name of Yahvveh was not mentioned in what

follows. Eli will let the lad discover who the speaker is. —
10. When the call comes again, Samuel replies as he has been

directed.

This single passage is not enough to give us an Old Testament

doctrine of revelation. But it conveys with great clearness its

author's conception. He does not describe a dream, because he

makes Samuel rise and run to Eli after each call. He conceived

of the prophet as hearing a voice physically audible. This voice

enunciated in articulate words the message which the prophet was

to receive. The experience is therefore not parallel to that of

Jacob, who saw and heard God in a dream.

1. V"'0^] seems to give no good meaning. T^b, which We. substitutes, is

too violent in meaning for this place, though it is possible that the j has come

from the preceding word.— 2. vj v^] should be read with the Qre.— nino iSnn]

We. seems to be wrong in insisting that the second word cannot be an infini-

tive, on the ground that a '^ would be required. Cf. nn Snx Dt. i^'^^, '^ns'

I'^ij Jos. ^. It is better, therefore, to point nim.— nS] should perhaps

be n'^1 ((§).— 3. DTj is usually construed with the imperfect tense as here,

Dr., Tenses^, 27^. — 4. Nn|T'i] In v.^'' we read that Yahweh stood and called

as before. It seems necessary, therefore, that the opening account should

contain this particular, and so we find in (B^' Kal KaridTt) kolI eKciXeae Kvpios.

The omission of 3i'VT'i may be accounted for by its anthropomorphism. That

it was not omitted below only shows, what we know from other passages, that

a correction of this kind is rarely carried far.

—

SniSo'~'^n] should be Sni^T'l:'

Sxicc' as below, and here also in (g. — 5. 'jjn] the regular answer when one's

name is called.— 6. 3p''i] is lacking in <S^^. By its omission we lose

nothing, and the second call is made uniform with the first.— 7. 3Tj]

e5ov\eve irplv 17 (S^ seems to be a case where a Greek editor tried to make
sense out of a text he did not understand.*— >'ii] should be pointed as an

imperfect after aits (Bottcher, followed by Th.).— 9. T'^^n] (g^- adds 6 koKwv,

which is a correct interpretation of the writer's meaning.— riirr' 131] (g^ ^^s

simply XdXet, which is what Samuel actually says in v.^'^. It seems to me
more likely that the name is a later insertion than a later omission.—
10. D>'D3"o>flD] cf. Jd. 16^". From what has already been said it is evident

that the narrative cannot be made to illustrate the iticubation common among

* The reading, however, is found in I serviebat antequam, Cod. Goth. Leg. apud

Vercellone.
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Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans. But there is probably a similar idea at the

basis; namely, that the sanctuary is a favourable place to receive revelations.

Cf. Seyffert, Dictionary of Classical Antiquity, p. 435, Friedlander, Darstel-

lungen aiis d. Sillengesch. Roms"', III. p. 571 ft".

11-14. The message. — The contents are of such a nature that

Samuel could no longer be in doubt as to the personality of the

speaker : Behold I am about to do a thing in Israel such that the

ears of every one that hears it shall ring^ cf. 2 K. 21^-Jer. 19'^,

both describing the effect of news of calamity. The verb is used

once of the trembling of the lips from fear (Hab. 3^").— 12. Iji

that day J will fulfil upon Eli all that I have spoken against his

house from beginning to enil'\ \\t. beginning and ending; the ad-

verbial infinitives express the completeness of the punishment.—
13. And thou shall tell hini~\ a slight change from the received

text— that I willpunisli his houseforeverfor the guilt of his sons,

in that his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not rebuke

theni\ the text has been purposely obscured to shield the reader

from pronouncing the words blaspheming God, but the original has

fortunately been preserved in (!5.— 14. Therefore have I stvorn to

the house of Eli that the guilt of the house of Eli shall not be ex-

piated^ the technical term can best be translated thus, though

Hebrew and Greek ideas of expiation must not be confused. By
sacrifice or by offering forever~\ the expression seems to be made

very general in order to emphasize the impossibility of placating

the offended deity by any of the methods known to the ritual. In

ordinary cases of his anger he might be appeased by smelling an

offering, 26'^.

It has been supposed by some that the revelation to Samuel

was originally of a different tenor, predicting the doom of Shiloh

and appointing Samuel as Eli's successor. But the reasons ad-

vanced to sustain this thesis are not convincing, and the tone of

the verses seems quite homogeneous with the rest of this docu-

ment. The fact that there is an allusion in v.^- to the preceding

message to Eli has already been pointed out, as has the bearing of

this fact upon the comparative age of the whole chapter.

11. nr;'] on the use of the j^articiple in divine announcements, cf. Dr.,

TVw.rw'', § 135, 3.— 12. '^x] in the lirst occurrence at least we should read

hy. The intcrchanj^e uf the two prepositions is so common as scarcely to call
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for remark. — 13. l*^ \-njni] cannot mean for I have told him (RV.), but

must be and I will make kno7un to him. This seems unnecessary, and the

conjecture of Kl. (adopted by Bu.) that we should read iS m.ini is taken

as the l)asis of the translation above; for the object of this revelation is to

warn Eli of the impending doom of his house. — fi'^ 1
the construct, govern-

ing the clause which follows, is doubtless possible, Ges."-^'' § 130^. It seems

awkward here, however, and the word is left out by Bu. on conjecture. As it

seems better to have some authority, I prefer to emend according to (S^"^ which

reads t>j3 \x;i but omits ^t'—i'J'N. — an*? n^'^Spo] cannot mean inade themselves

vile, AV., or bring a curse npon themselves, RV. All the analogies are in

favour of 2^^'?^* ai'r^piD which was read by (5. The passage is one of those

altered by the scribes {tiqqune sopherim), cf. Geiger, Urschrift itnd Ueberset-

zungen, p. 271.— r\7\3'\ is used in the sense oi restrain only here, so that there

may be an error of the text.— 14. i'jrjj is regularly followed by ex giving the

oath a negative force, or by kS'on where the force is affirmative.— iSDn-'] this

stem is found here only, but there can be no doubt of the meaning. The Piel

is the technical term for removing by a ritual act anything which is offensive in

the sight of God and would therefore make his worshippers unacceptable to

him, cf. Dr., Deuteronomy, p. 425, BDB., s.v.

15-18. The message delivered. — Samuel lay until the morn-

ing, when he rose atid opened the doors of the house of Yahtaeh']

a part of his regular work as servant of the sanctuary. That he

was afraid to make the vision known is easily understood.

—

16, 17. Eli's adjuration, so may God do to thee and more too, if

thou conceal from me a word of all tliat he spoke to thee'] induces

a response. The formula so may God do to thee is an imprecation

originally connected with the ceremony of slaying an animal at the

taking of an oath. The parties pray that the fate of the victim

may be theirs. The fact that the formula is used only in Samuel

and Kings is an argument against attributing these books to the

Pentateuchal authors E and J, who had abundant opportunity to

use the expression in their histories. The omission of the subject

of the verb shows Eli's dread of the divine sentence. At Samuel's

report, the old man resigns himself: It is Yahweh, let him do ivhat

is good in his sight] compare David's expression in 2 S. 15-^

15. After ipan, add -\p22 oyz'^t which has fallen out of |i^ on account of the

resemblance of ipan and ip^D; it is preserved by (5. The doors here men-

tioned are another evidence that the House of Yahweh was not a tent.—
16. '?xi3i:'"P>x] some MSS. have '^•~'?,s. — 18. use] (3^ adds pTJ/ia (= -\3i),

which seems necessary to the sense. — UV^] the Qre substitutes vy;2 as
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usual. With the phrase the good in his eyes, compare the right in his eyes, the

evil in his eyes. Strictly parallel with the present passage are Gen. i6^ 19*

(both J) and Jd. ig^* (late). But we find 3iani -)r>n once in Dt. (6i^) and

3rjn-'?33 in Jd. lo^^ (E). Exactly like the text are i S. i'-^^ i^ss. 40 2 S. ig'^^,

representing both the main streams of narrative from which our history is

made up.

III. 19-IV. 1^. The sequel is, that Samuel becomes widely

known as a prophet. The verses are, however, not necessary to

the connexion, and may be an editorial insertion.

19. As Samuel grew up he continued to enjoy the favour of

Yahvveh. Yahweh was with him and let none of his words fall to

the groti?id'] that is, he confirmed them, so that they were not

useless.— 20. And all Israel knew, from Dan to Beersheba'] cf.

Jd. 20^ 2 S. 3^''
1
7^^ ; that Samuel 7vas authenticated as a prophet

of Yah'cueh'] the evident idea of the author is that the people came

to the sanctuary to consult the prophet.— 21, IV. 1*. The verse

as it stands is tautological. By the change of a single word, we

get an excellent continuation cf the preceding : And Israel again

appeared in Shiloh because Yahweh revealed himself to Samuel,

and the word of Samuel came to all Israel^ the sanctuary had

been deserted because of the wickedness of Eli's sons, and because

God did not reveal himself to them. All this was changed by the

establishment of Samuel as prophet. At the end of this paragraph

(§ adds : i^and Samuel was established as a prophet from one end

of the land to the other) but Eli was exceeding old and his sons

kept on doing zvorse and worse befo7-e YaJnveJi] what is here in

parenthesis is duplication of -'"', but the rest is possibly original.

19. For S^fln] (g may have read '"-si, cf. Jos. 21*'' 2 K. lo".— 21. Bu.

proposes to interchange this verse and the following, partly on the ground of

©, and partly because that order seems more natural. The difficulty, however,

is caused by nNnn'? mni rjon which, as it now stands, only says that Yahweh

appeared again in Shiloh, and thus duplicates the second half of the verse.

By the single change of nini to Sxt^" the difficulty is avoided, and the verses

fall into a natural order.— nNin"^ is an unusual form for an infinitive construct,

but occurs Jd. 1321, cf. Ges.26 75 c, Stade, Gram. 622 b.— mn^ 12-13 nSra]

is lacking in (§ and probably later expansion.— IV. la. The division into chap-

ters has cut off this clause from the paragraph to which it belongs. The addi-

tion adopted above is found in the MSS. of ©, apparently without exception.
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IV. Ib-VII. 1. "War with the Philistines ; defeat of Israel

and capture of the ark; the experiences of the Philistines

with the ark and its return to the land of Israel.

The three chapters form a closely connected whole. They
show no trace of acquaintance with Samuel, but form a natural

continuation of the history of Eli and his sons. They are now
generally supposed to belong to an older stratum of the narrative

than that which has preceded. In spite of their unity of scope,

there are indications that they are from a composite history like

that of JE.

IV. l''-22. The great disaster. — The author tells us of the

first repulse in few words. The original opening of the account,

however, is mutilated in ^ by the same cause which made the last

words of 3-' illegible. Restoring the reading from (3, we get

:

And it came topass in those days that the Philistines gathered for

war against Israel^ the Philistines appear as the oppressors of

Israel in the time of Samson. We know very well that they occu-

pied the great maritime plain from Joppa southwards to the border

of Egypt. They appear as a confederacy of five cities, each with

a chief magistrate (in some places called a king) bearing the title

of Seren. That they were immigrants was known to Amos (9'),

who derives them from Caphtor. Cf. Dt. tt" Jer. 47'*. At the

opening of this campaign the Israelites camped at Ebenezer.

According to 7'- the place did not receive the name until later.

But the historical accuracy of that account is open to question.

The Philistine camp was at Aphek, probably the same with the

Aphek in Sharon of Jos. 12^^ (®)- Sharon was the natural con-

tinuation of the Shephela. The place cannot now be certainly

identified. — 2. When battle was joined, Israel was smitten before

the Fhilisti?ies~\ and their loss is put at four thousand men iji the

ranks in the field. This calls attention to the fact that the Israel-

ites did not flee, but suffered heavy loss while holding their

ground.

IV. 1. Having given the first clause to the preceding paragraph, we find

this one beginning with N'i", which gives no explanation of the reason why
Israel went out. This is supplied by (5 which begins Kal eyevrjdT) iv rais

rifiipaL% eKeiva.1% koX avvadpol^ovTai a.\\6(/)v\oi et's irdXefxov iiri 'Icrpai/X. This is
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now generally adopted as the original beginning of tlie section. It seems to

be found in all MSS. of (S.— a>ns''?3 nx-ip'?] should prol)ably be anNip'? (S.

On the Philistines, Kbers, Aegypten icnd die Biicher Mosis (1868), pp. 130-

237; Max-Miiller, Asien iind Eiiropa (1893), pp. 3S7-390. — nT>'n pxn] can-

not be right. The first word must be 13S (We.).— [^Q'i^^ We. {Comp., p. 254)

identifies this with the Aphek of 29I
I K. 20-'" 2 K. 13'^. Cf. Buhl, Geog.,

]). 212.— 2. PN-ipS I3n;i^i] cf. 2 S. lo''- ^''.— "'ani] gives no suitable sense here :

Kdl iKXivev (5 points to :oni (adopted by We. al.). It should be noticed, how-

ever, that njj is nowhere used of a Isattle, so tliat tiic emendation is doubt-

ful; t'p.ii would give a good meaning and would easily be corrupted into 'J'tJiii,

cf. 2 S. 2^^.— SvSii'^J prefix -yti with (5 (Bu.).

3-11. The bringing of the Ark to the camp does not deliver

the Israelites; on the contrary the Ark itself falls into the

hands of the enemy.— As usual //le Sheikhs determine what is to

be done. They recognize that Yahweh has smitten theiii] the de-

feat of course could not be because their God was less powerful

than the deities of the enemy. Let i/s bring to its from Shiloh the

Ark of our God that he may go out in the midst of us and save us

from our enemies. The Ark was taken into battle on other occa-

sions, as in the Ammonite war, 2 S. 11". The cry which was

raised when the Ark set out at the head of the people was (Num.

lO**) : Rise, Yahtveh, and let thine enemies be scattered, and let thy

haters flee before thee— a war-cry on the face of it. That the

Ark went before the people at the invasion of the country and the

siege of Jericho (Jos. 3, 4) is significant in the same connexion.

The present account identifies Yahweh and the Ark very closely,

but it does not describe the sacred object. From the name we

infer that it was a chest, for the same word is used of the sarcoph-

agus of Jose]ih, Gen. 50'-", and of the box set by the side of the

altar to receive the money contributions of tiie worshippers, 2 K.

I
2'". The author of Deuteronomy (10'') describes it so far as to say

that it was of acacia wood, and rnade to contain the two tables of

the Covenant. Hence his name for it is At'k of YahweJi's Cov-

enant, and this usage prevails in Deuteronomistic passages in

other books. The priestly writer of P^x. 25 gives us the exact

dimensions, and covers it with gold after his manner. He also

makes it contain the tables of the Law which he calls the Testi-

mony. So that his name for it is Ark of the Testimony. He also

gives an elaborate description of its lid or cover, to him the most
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important part of the sacred object, something of which we do

not hear in earlier writers. Jeremiah alludes to it once under the

name given it by the Deuteronomist, but in terms which show

that he attached no great importance to it, Jer. 3^*^. The com-

moner name in the historical books is Ark of YaJiweh or Ark of

God. In some cases this designation has been obscured by inter-

polation, a scribe having inserted the word Covenant to conform

to his own usage, as is illustrated in the passage before us.

3. nini nna pix] ttji/ Ki^wrbv rov deov i]fj.Civ (S^; both readings are com-

bined in (3^. The original is evidently 1J^^'?N |nx, for which a scribe substi-

tuted the Deuteronomic phrase. We must judge in the same way of the

insertion of nna in v.* (twice) and in v.^. So far the revision was car-

ried and then given up. In all these cases the testimony of (5^ is against the

insertion. The problem of the nomenclature of the Ark is, however, some-

what complicated. No less than twenty-two various designations are found

for it. Of these, nna jns with its expansions, are Deuteronomistic, and

nnyn jnx belongs to P. The original name must have been simply mni piN,

for which might be substituted o^"i'?x jnx or D\n^NM jns. The only one of

these used in the Hexateuch is nin> rnx, which occurs in Jos. 3, 4, 6, and

7, always in the narrative of JE, and (curiously) in both elements, J and E.

The occurrence of dtiSxh pix in the present chapter would, therefore, militate

against its assignment to either of the Hexateuchal sources.

It remains to notice, however, that the interchange of the two names in

the chapters before us cannot well be explained except on the ground of two

different hands having been concerned in the composition of the narrative.

The facts are as follows

:

1. mni ni-ia pnN in vv.^-s is the result of interpolation, as already noted,

and so is a^nSxn nna pits', which occurs in v.*''.

2. Snt.;"! inSx p-\N which is used in 5"- * i°- " 6^, in the mouth of the Philis-

tines is the natural expression for them to use.

3. n^T^•< pis is used 4*^ ; it then gives place to a\"iSNn pis, but is resumed

^^- \ interrupted by 51", but again resumed in 6^, being used throughout the

rest of the chapter and in 7I, which belongs with it.

4. avn'^x pnx is used only once (4^^) ; but a\nSxn pnx characterizes 41^-

5^, in which it occurs eight times. It recurs again twice in 5^''.

The verse 5I'' can well be spared and is probably an insertion. The section

^n-22 forms a distinct section of the narrative, being concerned with the recep-

tion of the news by Eli and the effect upon him and his house. Nothing

stands in the way of our assigning it to a different hand from the one that

wrote the rest of the account. The two. verses 5^- - are, in part, a necessary

introduction to what follows. But they are over full, and probably have suf-

fered redactional accommodation to their present place.

Notice that N3m should be NS^i, which was read by <3-

D
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4. The proposition is adopted and the Ark is brought from

Shiloh ; and also the two sons of Eli with the Ark of God'\ they

would naturally accompany it, but the author calls attention to

their presence because their fate is involved. If this were part of

the document which makes Samuel so prominent, his name would

certainly have been mentioned here either to explain his escape

or to account for his absence. — 5. When the Ark reached the

camp all Israel shotited a great shout and the earth resounded^ cf.

Jos. (f- -"
( E).— 6. The Philistines inquire the cause of this noise of

shouting in the camp of the Hebrews'] so the Israelites are named
ordinarily by foreigners. They ascertain that the Ark of Yahweh

has come to the camp.— 7. The fear of the Philistines is motived

by the thought : These are their gods ; they have come to thefn to

the camp] the text is that of (!l^. Woe to us, for it has not been

thus heretofore] indicates that the palladium had not usually been

taken to war in this period.— 8. The question of desperation :

Who shall deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods ? is fol-

lowed by the historical reason : These a?-e the gods which smote the

Egyptians with every sort ofplague and with pestilence] the received

text has with every sort ofplague in the wilderness. This might be

condoned in the mouth of the Philistines, but it would hardly occur

to an Israelitic writer to impute the inaccuracy to them.— 9. Take

courage] Jd. 20"- ; and be men] lit. and become men if you never

were men before. In case of defeat they could expect only to

become slaves of the Hebrews ; as they have been slaves to you.

10. The result was the courage of despair on the part of the

Philistines, so that in the battle which ensued Israel ivas defeated,

and fled each to his tents] 2 S. 18''' 19^. The slaughter in Israel

is given as iliiriy thousand footmen'] cf. Jd. 20- i S. 15'' 2 S. 10".

— 11. The climax : The Ark of God was taken and the tK>o sons

of Eli died] so the sentence pronounced by Samuel was executed.

4. The Ark is here called in ^ a''a^Dn ^'i<> nivvas nin-i-ni-ia ;ns of which (S^

omits nn3 and niN^s. The presumption is in favour of the shorter form, and it

is probajjle that D''2nDn yi-' also is a later insertion, for no reason can be given

why the author should so descrii)e Yahweh here, cf. 2 S. 6^.— 3i:M] is inappro-

])riate. The word a.' is not represented in (5. — Z}^ proposed by Kl. would not

be out of j)lace. But on the testimony of (g it seems better to read simply

the 1. The names Hophni and Phinehas read like an afterthought.— 5. p^ia]
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is to be omitted, with (@.— an^i] on the form Ges.^^ §72/i, who makes it

Qal.— 6. n>'npn Sip] cf. r\p\;};n '?ip v.^'*.— nr'] on the pointing, Ges.-'' § 37 f.

— 7. The speech of the Philistines varies somewhat in the different recensions

of (5, and all differ from pj. The latter has simply a''n'?x n2. But it must be evi-

dent that nnin'i'N is the appropriate word. As this is rendered by (g we naturally

adopt it, and with it the context as translated above. The reading of (3^ ovtos 6

debs avrQv seems to be a correction of the phrase in (5^. — N3j should be read

1X3 with (@^.— i:^ ^1n] (§ adds i^eXov ^/iSs, Kvpie, arniepov, which is of course

impossible in the mouth of the Philistines. If original, it is part of a speech

attributed to the Israelites, which it is now impossible to reconstruct.— ^"nN
2.„L,.^,j

(-f_ Ex. 5'fi S. 1421 i<y.— 8. annN.i] o-repewv (g^ seems to render nnoNn,
• which is more appropriate, so Cappellus, iVolae Criticae, p. 433.— ijirD^] has

been supposed to indicate a tradition which made the Egyptians follow the

Israelites into the desert and there to be smitten by the plagues. But the text

is uncertain, (5 reading koX iv ttj ipy)ix(^. This is of course ungrammatical, but

may conceal -<3-i2i as conjectured by We. and adopted by Dr., Bu., al.

—

9. The two imperatives are continued by two perfects with waw consecutive,

Dr., Tenses^, § 112.— anrnSji] (g seems to render ni.icn'pji.— 10. icnSn] as

(§^ omits the Philistines, it is altogether probable that both parties are thought

of as subjects— ikey fought.— 11. The names Hophni and Phinehas read

again as if an afterthought.

12-21. The effect of the tidings. — There ran a Benjamite

from the ranks'] Rabbinical tradition makes him to have been Saul,

who had rescued the tables of the Law from the hands of Goliath.

IVith his clothes rent and earth on his head] the usual signs of

grief, 2 S. I- 15"-. — 13. The verse is difficult to understand.

The received text
(
Qre) makes Eli sit by the side of the road,

watching] the road would naturally be the one leading to the

scene of battle. Yet the fugitive apparently comes first to the

town and afterwards to EU. A change of pointing would make

Eh's station to be beside the Mizpah road, but this does not relieve

the difticulty. We are forced therefore to read with (!9 by the side

of the gate zuatching the road] where the gate is evidently the gate

of the sanctuary, at which he was accustomed to sit, i^. Though

he was bUnd, his mind was intent upon the road along which news

must come—for his heart was trembling for the Ark of God.

The bearer of tidings comes first to the town, which shrieks at the

news.— 14. Eli hears the outcry before the messenger reaches him,

but the latter does not delay— he hastened and came and told Eli.

— 15. The verse, which speaks of his age and blindness, inter-
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rupts the narrative and is apparently a redactional insertion. If

original, it belongs after the first clause of v.'''.— 16. Iam he that

is come from the ranks\ the speaker takes for granted that some

one was expected.— 17. To Eli's question the answer is given in

four particulars : Israel fled before the P]iilistines ; there was a

great shiughter of the people ; thy two sons are dead ; and the Ark

of God has been captured'] the four form an ascending scale to

Eli, reaching the climax in the capture of the Ark. — 18. When
the messenger mentioned the Ark] the special object of Eli's solici-

tude, the old man fell from his scat backiuard by the side of the

gate, and his neck was broken, and he died] the author adds in ex-

planation that the man was old and heavy. The additional re-

mark : he had judged Israel forty years is evidently designed to

bring Eli into the same class with the Judges whose story is given

in the Book of Judges.

12. |ii:^j3"::"'n] is possible, but more natural is iji?3''j3 tl^S", which is

favoured by (S.— 13. 'y'\ n% Qre and some MSS., is undoubtedly correct.

It seems unnecessary to change to T'a or "i^^^, however, as is done by some

commentators.— nai'a "im] would naturally be interpreted the yJ/Zs/fl/^ rorti/.

But the punctuators give us nsiT, which is confirmed by (@. This version,

however, reads irapa ttjv irvXrjv (TKoirevoov t7)v bSov = Tnn nasD ly'ui'n T% which

is restored by Th.— 14. ]^r::^ is the confused noise made by a crowd of people.

— 15. The verse is expanded in (H by the repetition (substantially) of the

greater part of v.^*. This indicates that its original place was different from

the one in which we now find it; and, as a rule, such dislocations are proof of

later insertion. For ninety-eight years (§ has ninety.— ncp |''J"'>n] for which the

Orientals give icp Qre, seems harsh in spite of the parallels adduced by Dr.

Notes. The confusion of n and i is so easy that it seems better to restore the

plural here. Cf. i K. 14*. Twelve codd. read ncp ijvi here.— 16. If the

preceding verse be omitted, we may also omit 'h'i''^^ !;'\sn with <@'^^. For

the first n3i;'cn (@ seems to have read njncn.— 17. itt'^Dn] the original mean-

ing was one that made another change colour, therefore a bringer of important

tidings, whether good or bad. In actual Hebrew usage it generally means a

bringer of good tidings. For ijaS read ijdd with 16 MSS. and probably ©.

The successive stages of the disaster are emphasized by aji. The names of

the two sons are omitted by (@BL — ig. n^atno] some MSS. have niaina.

The two prepositions are not infrequently confused.— Ti n>'3] can hardly be

right. Probably an original T'D was corrupted into i"3, and then the ti was

inserted in the endeavour to make sense: ^x^Mf"' ®'^'S ex^t*-^^"- ®'' else-

where represent •y^i or ti'Sn, Ps. 141'' i S. 19^.— i.->piDn] here only. It means

the neck as dividing (p^fl) the head and trunk.
'
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19. The effects in the family of Eli are set forth. His daugh-

ter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was with child~\ the phrase used

here does not occur elsewhere : it seems to mean pregnant and

near the time of childbirth. The news of the capture of the Ark

and the death of her father-in-law brought on the pangs of labour.

— 20. At the moment of her giving birth, the women standing

about her said to her : fear not, for thou hast given birth to a son^

a message which should give her comfort in her sorrow. But she

neither ansiuered nor heeded^ lit. set her heart, Ex. 7-'' Prov. 2 7-^.

— 21, 22. The account is over-full, probably by conflation, "

being almost an exact duplicate of a part of -^ Leaving out the

latter we get : And they called the boy Ichabod, saying ; the glory

from Israel is taken capiiiie— because of the capture of the Ark of

God and because of her father-in-kno and her husband'\ the sub-

ject is the women standing about her, for she was already uncon-

scious,

19. nSS mn] the nearest parallel is Is. 26I"
: mS"? jiipn mn id3. On the

form nSS, Konig, Gram. I. p. 402, Ges.-^ § 69 m. The form here may be a

simple scribal error, no parallel to the contraction having been pointed out

except nnx for mnN'. After hpS.tSn we should expect pdm, which should there-

fore probably be restored for nci. Still an infinitive may have been intended,

6 MSS. read pd SvSI. With nni: cf. Is. 21^. Sj? >flnj is found in the sense of

being poured suddenly upon, Is. 60^.— 20. nmn njJ^i] in itself gives good

sense, but the reading of (H Koi. ei> t($ Kaipi^ clvttjs dwodv-^ffKei : npD ap;;3l which

seems to fit the case better.— 21. snppi] the subject evidently cannot be the

mother, for she was already unconscious; so that we must suppose the subject

is indefinite— o?ie called. The verb is feminine because the writer has in

mind the women standing about.— Tn3 in] Inglorious is the evident intention

of the writer— dSo^ta (Josephus). The only instance that can be cited for

i>< as an equivalent of ]^n is Job 22-^\ where the text is doubtful. (5 seems to

point to •'IN as the first member.— '^n] should probably be Sy.— 22. The

verse is omitted (on grounds already stated) by We., and is put into the

margin by Bu.

V. 1-12. The devastation wrought by the Ark. — First, the

god of the Philistines is smitten : then they themselves suffer.

The trophy is brought fi-07n Eben-ha-ezer to Ashdod~\ one of the

five chief cities of the Philistines. It lay near the coast about

midway between Joppa and Gaza. A village on the site still

bears the name Esdicd. The tautology in this verse and the next
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indicates that this was originally the conclusion of the preceding

section. After the account of the family of Eli the author adds :

But as for the Philistines, etc. He then begins his specific ac-

count of the fortunes of the Ark.— 2. As we should expect in the

case of so remarkable a trophy, they brought it to the temple of

Dagon and set it up by the side of Dagon'] the national god of the

Philistines if we may argue from his prominence here. The

temple here alluded to existed until the time of the Maccabees, i

Mace. lo*^'' ii'*. '

The nature and attributes of Dagon are wholly unknown. He

is a god of the Philistines in whose honour a great feast is held,

Jd. i6-^ According to Schrader, COT. I. p. 170, the name is

found in Assyrian. If the name be Semitic, it may be related

either to T\ fish or to |n corn. The adoration of a fish-god in

Syria is well attested, and on the other hand the god of corn

would be at home in the fine grain-growing land of the Shephela.

For Beth-Dagon (two places of the name are mentioned in the

Old Testament) Jerome gives us domus tritici, while for Dagon

he allows piscis tristitiae {OS. pp. 25, 32). Isaaki and Kimchi

suppose that the figure of Dagon was half man and half fish.

The combination with Atargatis (Derketo) is uncertain, see

Moore's note on Jd. i6^^ Baudissin in BJ?E^. II. p. 171, Movers,

Phonizier, I. p. 590. For the god of the harvest Sanchuniathon is

cited by Movers. Cf. Wellhausen, Skizzen, III. p. 170, n. 2.

3. The next day, the Ashdodites rose, and came to the house of

Dagon and looked^ the latter clause is lacking in P?, but is prob-

ably original. They found Dagon prostrate on his face on the

ground^ cf. Jd. 3-', Gen. 1
7^ ^'^

; the narrator evidently means that

Dagon was doing obeisance to Yahweh. Without learning the

lesson of Yahweh's superiority, the Ashdodites raised their god

and returned him to his place.— 4. The next lesson was a severer

one. The following morning they not only find him prostrate, but

the head of Dagon and his^ hands 7vere cut off upon the threshold,

only his trunk was left of him'\ the received text has only Dagon

was left, which is manifestly impossible.— 5. The narrator traces

a peculiar custom of the worshippers at this temple to this event

— therefore the priests of Dagon and all who enter the house of
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Dagon do not tread on the threshold of Dagon /« Ashdod until

this day, but step over it'\ the last words are not in |^ but seem to

be original. The threshold, having been the resting place of the

hands and head of Dagon, is consecrated, so that it must not be

touched. We find every one who leaps over the threshold (or

upon the threshold) alluded to, Zeph. i'-', but we cannot be sure

that there is any connexion between the passages, or that the

custom is the same in the two cases. Various threshold cere-

monies are cited by Schm. p. 132.

1. On the location of Ashdod, Robinson, BR'^. II. p. t,^; GASmith, Geog?

p. 192.— 2. iJ'i"'i] elsewhere ol setting upright as Gen. 30^* Jd. 8'^. It seems

to imply that worship was to be offered to the captive God as well as to

Dagon.— 3. mncs] is lacking in (§^, which, however, reads koX durfkdov eh

oIkou Aajwv, Kal eldou lacking in
||J.

Probably (5 is right in both respects,

the mnDD can be spared here though it is needed in v.*.— Saj] the participle

describes the state of the idol.— vjdV] would mean before it, which is super-

fluous. PJD'S;; should be restored, following (§ (We). — inpn] Kal ijyeipav

(@ points to I3>p''i, which alone is in place.— 13''B'ii] Kal Kariarriffav (5

indicates l^ii'M, which, however, would scarcely be followed by iDipD^. At

the end of the verse (5'^^ I add a sentence taken from v.^', but which here

interrupts the sequence. —-4. icdu'm] (§ seems to have read ig^'J'^;'.'! o \T'i,

adopted by Bu. But the wording in © may be due simply to free transla-

tion. — vish'\ should doubtless be rj3"?;' as above.— jui pn] ir\r}v i] pdxis

^ay<j3v (§ : Dagon solus truncus IL. The emendation n;i for jui is due to

Lagarde, Prophetae Chald. p. li. ST has n>flu and % \'\^^'^ nnii'Ji; and Ew.,

GVI^. II. p. 586 (English Trans. II. p. 415), had already proposed to insert

f\\i or HMJ before jut. We. suggests in, which does not seem natural

without some explanation.— 5. At the end of the verse (5 adds: Htl vvep^ai-

vovres vnep^alvovffiv. We. admits that this is correct description, but re-

fuses to admit the words to the text, because we cannot account for their

omission. To which the obvious reply is, that the archetype of ^ was evi-

dently illegible in many places and so very possibly here.

To the references concerning Dagon given above may be added Scholz,

Gotzendienst und Zanberzvesen bei den alten Hebrdern, Regensburg, 1877,

pp. 238-244. His endeavour to identify Dagon with various fish-gods should,

however, be viewed with reserve.

6-12. A plague breaks out in the city and follows the Ark
wherever it is carried. — 6. And the hand of Yahweh was heavy

on the Ashdodites'\ a phrase elsewhere used of oppression by a

ruling caste or people, Jd. i^'. And he wasted them'] in Hos. 2"

the same verb is used for destroying the vines and fig trees ; and
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svioie them with tumours'] we can hardly go astray in seeing a

description of the bubonic plague. The same word is used

Dt. 28'-^' in connexion with the boil of Egypt, cf. Driver, Dt., p. 310.

At the end of the verse ^ adds epexegetically Ashdod and her

borders, probably a late insertion.— 7. Let not the Ark of the God

of Israel remain with us, for his hand is severe upon us~\ cf. the

hand of a severe master. Is. ig"*.— 8. A council of the Tyrants of

the Philistines is held. These officers bear a special title.

Whether they were kings (as Jeremiah calls them, 25-*') or more

like the Suffetes of the Carthaginians cannot now be determined.

It does not appear that Achish, king of Gath, was also a Seren.

The conclusion : To Gath let the Ark of Israelgo around] Gath,

one of the chief cities of the Philistines, cannot now be identified.

— 9. But when the Ark was brought to Gath the hand of Yahweh

was heavy upon them, and lie smote the men of the city both small

and great, and tumours broke out upon them] the rendering of the

last clause is conjectural only, as the verb used occurs only here.

But it is evident that the plague is the same as the one described

above.— 10. The Ark is next sent to Ekron, but the people cry

out at its coming ; They have brought the Ark of the God of Israel

to me to slay me and my people] the pronouns represent the speech

of each individual man. For Ekron % has Ashkclon in this verse.

Ekron was nearest of the Philistine cities to the land of Israel.

—

11. Another council of the chiefs is called, and the people pray :

Send away the Ark of the God of Israel that it may return to its

place] only thus can they hope to escape extermination. The

author adds in explanation : For there ivas a deadly panic] the

word is used of the tumult of a routed army, Dt. 7^, Is. 22', f^

adds : the hand of God zvas exceeding heavy there, but (§ asserts

that the panic was violent when the Ark of God came there. Pos-

sibly both forms are later expansions of the text.— 12. The tumult

was caused not merely by fear of death, but by actual suffering :

The men who did not die were smitten ivith tumours, and the cry

of the city jvent up to heaven] cf. Ex. 2"^.

S. Di'?Dy3] The word oiSoy occurs only in this passage and in Dt. 28^^,

though the singular occurs as a proper name S3>'. The root seems to mean

to swell, and so the word would appropriately be used of any tumour or boil.

In later Hebrew it seems to have been applied only to ha-morrhoids, and to
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have become a vulgar word. No other reason can be given for the Massoretic

substitution of annij in the Qre, than that the latter was a more decent name

for the same affliction. The copies of (3 show much variation Kal i^i^eaev airoXs

ei's TCLS vavs^ : Kal i^i^paaav eis ras vavs avrCjv^. The skips seem out of place

here, so that we are unable to accept this reading. &^ has, along with the

rendering just quoted : /cat ^Trdra^ec aiiToiis els rets e8pas avrQv, which shows

the earliest meaning given to n^Va;', cf. 3L e£ perciissit in secretioj-i pai-te

natium. Josephus has the same idea when he says :
" they died of dysentery,

a sore disease and one that brought the most painful death; before their soul

could be released by an easy death they brought up their bowels eaten away

and destroyed by the disease." The same interpretation of a''':'fl;; may have

been in the mind of the author of Ps. 78^^; cf. also (§1^ in its rendering of Dt.

28'-^'' e/s Tr\v ^Spav. Whether vaus in the passage before us ((5) is equivalent

to '^5pa, as supposed by Schleusner, must be decided by a Greek scholar.

—

niVnj'PNi inir'NTN] is evidently superfluous, and, as it is not rendered by

<3, we may safely omit it.

(3 in its turn has an addition: Kal fiiaov ttjs x^pas aur^s dv€(pvrjaav fives'

Kal iyivero <tvvxv<ti.s davaTov /xeydXr] ev t^ 7r6Xe:. The mention of mice here

is consistently carried on by similar additions in v.i" (lacking in (3^ but con-

firmed by I) and in 6^. In 6'*- ^^- ^^ the mice appear also in |^. It is evident

that we must choose one consistent recension— either adopting (3 throughout

or else striking out the mice altogether. In favour of the latter alternative is

the general rule that the shorter text is more likely to be original; secondly,

the text of 1^ reads with perfect smoothness up to the point where the golden

mice are first mentioned, and where they are mentioned they read like inter-

polations; and thirdly, the explicit assertion in 6* one plague was upon you all,

could not have been made in this form if the author had known that two

plagues had been sent. I conclude on these grounds that the mice, wherever

they appear, are the result of late redactional insertion.— 7. ncxi] seems to

be a mistake for noNM, The phrase '7NT.;*"' n'^vS jn.s is appropriate in the

mouth of the Philistines, as has been remarked above.— 8. Sd] is lacking in (5.

— >jnD] is evidently the native name, Jos. 13^ Jd. 38. Conjectures as to their

powers are found in Stark, Gaza, p. 136 ft".— nj] cf. GAS., Geog. p. 194 f.

—

2D>] We also speak colloquially of coming around to a place even where no cir-

cuit is necessary. (5 adds eis Y^dda at the end of the verse. — 9. ipn non ^ins]

<5 seems to have read liinn nnN or mx 3Dn nns*, but the construction of p) is

not without analogies.—ind rbrM nmnn -c;'3 nin>-T' \nm] is confused, and

Kl. (followed by Bu.) proposes to omit nini ^^ It seems to me more prob-

able that the words 1x3 n'?nj nr;inn are secondary. The panic is here prema-

ture.— nn-i'M] the verb is found only here. The corresponding Arabic

word means to have a cracked eyelid.— 10. It has already been pointed out

that the verse is possibly an intruder.— pDpi'j on the site, cf. Robinson,

BRP'. II. 228; GAS. Geog. p. 193; Buhl, Geog. p. 187. — 1201] tI d-rrea-Tp^-

\paTe (3 is more animated, and perhaps original. — 11. arM] (3 points ^'"!.\

For niD -001:10 <3 has only ncinn and is perhaps right, for a death-dealing
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panic would hardly be accurate— ma might arise from diipHcation of the

two letters just preceding.— mas] is abruptly introduced; we should expect

naani or t\'\i-2 "i:?. <@ omits ti and connects niao with ncinc. For the rest

of the verse, also, (S has a different reading : ojs £i(rrj\0€v Kt/Swrds deov 'Icrp.

e/cet. This may have arisen by the corruption of ii iXD maa into piN H22, or

the reverse may have taken place. But the sense is complete at Ti'n without

either of the additions.— 12. This verse joins very well on to the preceding

in the shorter form that has been suggested. For i.iD"xS tj'X airjxm : /cot oi

^wvTes /cat ovk dwodav6vT€s l3- — 'Di;'.''] nD''DB'n 17 codd. (DeR.).

VI. 1-VII. 1. The return of the Ark.— The Philistines after

taking council as to the proper method, send the Ark back to its

own country with a votive offering. The returning palladium is

received at Beth Shemesh, but there also works disaster. It is

therefore transferred to Kirjath Jearim, where it finds a resting

place.

The section is evidently connected with what precedes. But it

is possible that we have not the complete narrative. We look for

the conclusion of the account concerning Ekron (or Gath, if Ekron

is not original), but instead are simply told how long the Ark was

in the _^e/d of the Philistines. The actors who consult the necro-

mancers here are not the Tyrants who had been called to help the

Ekronites, but the people as a whole. While therefore we con-

cede the coherence of the narrative in its general features, we

must admit that these differences point to its composite nature.

With them coincides the change from the hand of Goti 5^-, to the

Ark of Yahwch, 6'.

1. The Ark of Yahweh was in the field of the Philistines'] David

dwelt in the field of the Philistines while in possession of Ziklag

2 7' ", so that we cannot here claim the field as the open country

in distinction from the cities, cf. Jd. 5^ At the end of the verse

(^ adds : and their land s7varmed with mice, which is adopted by

Bu. as a part of the text. Reasons against this have been given

above.— 2. The Philistines seek advice from the priests and the

diviners] who, as conversant with divine things, would know how

to placate the offended deity. The diviners are elsewhere coupled

with the soothsayers or the prophets, Is. 3^ Jer. 27^ 29'^ Balaam

is called a diviner Jos. 13". Micah speaks of the priests as giving

an oracle, and the prophets as divining (3"). In Arabic also the
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kalmi (the same word is in Hebrew the priest^ is a diviner. Tell

us with ivhat we shall send it to its place'] the demand shows that

they expect to offer a present of some kind.— 3. The reply em-
phasizes the need of the trespass offering: If ye are sending the

Ark away] the participle treats the future action as already begun
in the intention of the actors, cf. Jer. 31^ Is. 65^^ You must not

send it away empty'] the phrase is elsewhere used of sending one

away with empty hands, Job 22'' Gen. 31*^' Dt. 15^". What is

meant is at once explained : for you shall surely repay him a repa-

ration] the verb is used of giving back or taking back what has

been wrongfully taken away, Gen. 14'" 20" 2 S. 9'. The transi-

tion is easy to the requiting of a wrong either by punishment,

Jd. 9^^", or by reparation, Ex. 2i'''. The endeavour of the Philistines

is to recompense Yahweh for the wrong done him. The remainder

of the verse as it stands in ^ says : then you shall he healed and it

shall be known toyou why his hand does not turnfrom vou] which

must be interpreted as meaning that the hand of Yahweh would

be heavy upon them so long as they refused this acknowledgment.

But the text may not be sound. To the question as to the nature

of the required present the answer is : the number of the Tyrants

of the Philistines, five golden tumours, for one plague was tipon xou

and your Tyrants] the bearing of this upon the question of the

fnice which are here introduced (as golden mice) by p^ has already

been noted. It should be remarked that Budde, who is large-

hearted enough to admit the mice in v.^, finds it impossible to

retain them here. In fact, they and the tumours cannot both have

been original in this place. They are, besides, lacking in (§.

The ingenious hypothesis of Hitzig should be noticed : that the mice were

symbols of the pestilence, so that the votive offerings were five golden mice

simply, and the misunderstanding of this led to the confusion in the text.

Wellhausen came to the same conclusion independently of Hitzig. There

seems to be no Hebrew analogy to strengthen this supposition, and it seems

pretty certain that if the earliest author of this account had known of the

assumed symbolism he would have indicated it in some way.

5. Andyou shall [thus] give glory to the God of Israel] recog-

nizing his power as God, Jer. 13'^ Perchance he will lighten his

hand] which had been heavy upon them. The first half of the

verse, which duplicates the preceding verse, is best omitted.

—
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6. The priests exhort the Phihstines not to be obstinate in their

opposition to Yahweh, putting their exhortation in the form of

rhetorical questions : JVAy will you harden your hearts'] after the

manner of the Egyptians, who furnish a frightful example : lit.

make your hearts heavy. The same verb is used Ex. 8"'-* 9^^
(J).

Was it not after he made sport of them that they let them go .?] the

subject of the first verb is Yahweh, cf. Ex. 10-
(J).
— 7. Instruc-

tions as to the proper way of sending the Ark back to its people.

A new cart should be made, for one that had been used would

have been already profaned. The animals to draw the cart were

to be ttao milch coias upon which the yoke had not come] they

were to be unbroken, for the same reason that the cart must be

new. Th. calls attention to the fact that the red heifer must be

one that had never been yoked. Num. 19-, and cites from Ovid:

nullum passa fugum. In order to test the will of Yahweh the

cows were to be yoked to the cart, but you shall leave their calves

behind them in the house] so that the natural inclination of the

mothers would keep them from going away.— 8. They are to

place the Ark on the cart : and the golden objects ivhich you shall

have repaid him as a reparation] the construction shows that the

matter, being determined upon, is certain to be done

—

you shall

place in a box at its side] the word translated box occurs only in

this account. — 9. The behaviour of the cattle would show

whether Yahweh wished to return to his own land : If it goes on

the way to its own border, to Beth Shemesh, theti he has done us

this great harm] the identification of Yahweh and the Ark is com-

plete and we might equally well translate : If he goes on his way

to his own border, etc. But if not, then ive shall know that it

was not his hand that smote us— // ivas an accident that came to

us] the way is left open in case the behaviour of the Ark should

not be what they expect. Beth Shemesh was probably the nearest

Israelite town, to Ekron. It was counted to Judah, 2 K. 14"

Jos. i5^'\ and lay on one of the natural roads from the Shephela to

the hill country.

1. After a''wnn koX i^^^ecrev i] yij avrQv /j-vas ©.— 2. On the kind of divina-

tion practised by the CDp we have light in Ezek. 21^6. Cf. also Stade, G VI. I.

p. 505; Wellhausen, Skizzen, III. j). 126 f.; Driver on Dt. 18'".— u;?-iin] with

two syllables written fl'i?/i?^^2Z'^ to prevent the accumulation of vowel letters.

—
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np5] on the pointing Ges"-\ § 102,^.— 3. D^nV::'c] we should add an.x with 7

MSS. (§5 (Ur-)- — 3;'n] the meaning of the word seems sufficiently evident

from the examples given above. We may add Gen. 26'°, where Abimelech

says that Isaac had nearly brought upon him a fine. In the legal system the

trespass-offering is an endeavour to compensate Yahweh for infringement of

his rights, cf. BDB. s. v. d»'N.— iNDin] as the priests were not yet certain that

Yahweh was the sender of the plague (cf. vs.^) the assurance seems premature

that they should be healed. One is tempted to read iNnn or ijnjp. For d^'^ ;'"U1,

(@ renders koX i^LXaad-qa-eraL v/x?v and then reads the rest as a question : 7u/iy

should not his hand turn from you ? This is favoured by the tense of the

verb. But the probability does not seem sufficient to establish the reading of

(5 rather than ||J.
— 4. anr 'Sij;*] ant >-\-^y; nrcm which is added by pj, is lacking

in (5 and therefore suspicious.— D'?o'?] some MSS. DoSa*^ : ©S" represent simply

C^*?.— 5. The half verse (down to 1'~>N'"i) duplicates the preceding verse and is

therefore superfluous. The sense is perfectly good without it, and part of it

is lacking in ©. We. regards it as a gloss.— 'tni;:"' \-i'?n'?] ti^ Ku/jtijj © may be

original, having been changed so as not to have the most sacred name in the

mouth of the uncircumcised.— 6. '?^;'rn] the verb in this stem seems to mean

he atnicsed himself tvith another, or at the expense of another. Saul fears that

the Philistines will amuse themselves by torturing him, 31*, cf. Jer. 38^^. The

anthropomorphism need cause no surprise in view of such a passage as Ps. 2*.—
7. i-'>' inp] does not seem to occur elsewhere without designation of the mate-

rial.— nSj/] as the vehicle had two wheels, the word is properly rendered cart.

The word is used Gen. 45^^, where it designates the ' wagon ' used for the trans-

port of persons, and Num. 7^, where it designates the vehicle on which the vari-

ous parts of the Tabernacle (though not the most sacred) are to be carried. It

recurs in the account of the transfer of the Ark to Jerusalem in the time of

David. According to Erman {^Life in Ancient Egypt, p. 491) the word was

adopted in Egyptian as the name of the baggage wagon (or cart) drawn by oxen,

in distinction from the chariot drawn by horses.— ."'1'^>] is the participle of '^v^

to give suck, cf. Is. 40^1.

—

ids] the verb is used of harnessing to the chariot.

Gen. 46-^ 2 K. 9-^.— ja is used of the young of animals. Job 39* and elsewhere.

— n,T>3] the house of the family is also the home of the cattle.— 8. *?«] is so

evidently a mistake for '7N that we wonder at any one's making it. The inter-

change is frequent in precisely those books which have a badly transmitted text,

so that it is to be attributed to careless scribes rather than to the authors. It

is in fact difficult to believe that the two words could be confused, so long as

Hebrew was a living language. Cf. BDB. s. v., note 2.— ^So] is a word of very

wide meaning; implements, instruments, vessels, ornaments are all included

under it.— an^rn] the perfect indicates that in intention they have already

given the recompense.— ijin^] pointed with the article, which, however, may
mean no more than the box which was necessary for the purpose. On the other

hand, the punctuators may have supposed the tj^n a necessary part of every cart.

The word is generally taken to mean box or chest, though some suppose a bag

intended. Bochart makes it a Philistine word, Hierozoicon, 11. 36. The versions
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evidently have no more light than we, O^ ev difiari ^epexOav, where the last

word is probably an attempt to transfer the Hebrew word, iv deixa.Ti being the

translation. 6ifj.a. represents n^i;'^, in Lev. 24^ and elsewhere, and something

might be said in favour of setting the votive offerings in a row by the side of the

Ark. But the evidence is not suftkient to assure us of a variant reading here.

S N."i?J"(3 evidently has the root ijn in mind and makes the sense put thetn in

reverence by its side, for which some might argue. But if the author wished to

give a warning of this kind he would connect it with the handling of the Ark,

not with the votive offerings alone. It should be noted that the word tjin occurs

in vs.i'- 1^ both of which are late insertions into the narrative. — nso] the Torah

roll was also to be put by the side of the Ark, Dt. 3i'8.— 9. iSoj Tn] in the

direction of his own territory, cf. Ex. 13^'^ Num. 21^* I S. 13^^. On the site

of Beth Shemesh, the modern Ain Sheins, cf. GAS. Geog. p. 219, Lagarde,

OS. p. 237; Rob. Z?A'2. IL p. 233 ff.

10. The advice adopted ; the cart is made and the kine are

yoked. — 11. And they placed the Ark of Yahweh on the cart]

the rest of the verse seems to be a late insertion. The variations

in the text of (^ show that different attempts were made to con-

form its text to ^|. The interest of the original narrator is in the

behaviour of the cattle, and he passes over the subordinate mat-

ters.— 12. And the kine took a straight course on the Beth She-

mesh road ; in the highway they went, lowing as they went, and
did not turn to the right hand or the left] the apparent redun-

dancy is due to the author's desire to make the miracle plain.

The lowing of the kine shows their natural desire to return to

their calves. The Tyrants followed as far as the Beth Shemesh

line. — 13. At this time the people of Beth Shemesh were

engaged in harvesting the wheat in the valley up which the Ark

came. At such times the whole village goes forth to the field.

They lifted up their eyes and saw'] a form of detailed description

common in Hebrew. And came rejoicing to meet it~\ should be

read with (!i.— 14. The Ark came to the field ofJoshua the Beth-

shemshite and stood still] this is an important item, as the stop-

ping indicated the will of Yahweh as to his abiding place. For

the next clause we should probably read : and they set there a

great stone] as an altar, and they split the wood of the cart and

offered the kine as a burnt-offering to Yahweh] an ap])ropriate

welcome. Araunah also offers the implements of the oxen for

wood, and the oxen themselves as sacrifices, 2 S. 24--.— 15. The
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verse is superfluous, ^^ joins directly to ". The Ark has already

been lifted from the cart— this we know because the cart has been

burnt. The burnt offering has been offered. The only reason for

the verse is found in the mention of the Levites. A late editor or

scribe could not reconcile the free handling of the Ark by the

men of Beth Shemesh with the legal prescription, and therefore

inserted the Levites. These are utterly foreign to our whole nar-

rative up to this point. Yet they alone (on the later theory) were

empowered to touch the sacred things, not only the Ark but the

chest and its contents. Hence the insertion. It is possible also

that the author did not like the great stone, and so made it in this

verse only the pedestal for the Ark. — 16. The five Tyrants

having seen their object attained returned to Ekron the same day.

— 17. The verse (with ^**) is another late insertion, a recapit-

ulation after the method of the Priestcode and the Chronicler.

It is free with its gold, according to the precedent set by these

writers, for it is doubtful whether the original author contem-

plated golden mice for all the cities, towns, and hamlets of the

Philistines.— 18. The first half should be omitted with the pre-

ceding verse. The rest seems to affirm : Witness is the great

stojie by which they set the Ark of Yahweh ; to the present day it is

in the field of Joshua the Beth-shemshite'\ other memorial stones,

Gen. 31^- Jos. 24-'.

11. ^n] for S>' as so often.-— Bnnn'j . . . rjixn nxi] the half verse is not

objectionable on the ground of Hebrew style as is shown by Dr., Notes. But

comparison of the copies of (5 shows so many variations, in the words and in

their arrangement, that we must suppose the original (§ to have been supple-

mented in various ways to bring it into harmony with |^. cnnn'j in the text

is also an indication of interpolation, for the original narrative has D'''?d;' as the

name of the plague ; though some MSS. here conform to the usage elsewhere,

reading nniSs;' in the Kt. We. strikes out all but tjinh nxi; Bu. remands the

whole to the margin.— 12. The construction is not free from difiSculty.—
njTj"!] older form of the third person feminine plural, Ges^^. §47^; Bottcher

sees in it a dual, Lehrbuch, § 931 B. The form is Qal with assimilation of the \

This stem, however, means to be straight or to be right, whereas to go in a

straight path is expressed in Hebrew by a Piel or Hiphil, Prov. g^^ 15-^. It

does not seem violent therefore to change here to nj"ir^;i, though analogous

verbs are followed by the direct object or by the infinitive with *?, cf. Ex. 8-^

2 S. 15I*. Possibly Tiij is an error for pni which we expect.— nns n':'D-3]

the one highway implies that various others were within reach. A n^DD is a
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road made by throwing up the earth.— lyji i'?n] the adverbial clause describ-

ing continuous action, Gen. 8^ 12^ Jos. 6^ 2 S. 3I''.— 13. t^'cz' pi:] is here put

for the inhabitants and followed by the plural, cf., Hos. 5^, p.s no i;;nn.

—

iNnM nniji;;-HN iJ<t:'>i] the phrase occurs in the Jlexateuch several times, always

in JE, but in both J and E, e.g., Gen. 1310-14
(J)

31IO.12 (E), also in Jd. 19"

(assigned to J) 2 S. 18^* Jer. 3''^ 13-' Is. 49I8 60* Zech. ^^^. The prophetic

passages are all in the imperative, in which the detailed expression is easily

accounted for.— nixi'?] ets d.irdvTr](nv avTrjs (& points to iPNipS which should

be restored, cf. Jd. 19^ (We.).— 14. DCl D^' nn^Jm] Kal ecrrrjffav exe? Trap'

avTTJ <3^ evidently renders nnj? Dl^' iTiDpii. It is not impossible that the

original had both verbs : ii stayed and they placed there by it = nic;7ii ^Dy^1

my D"', and that one verb dropped from one recension and the other from

the other— or is Dtt'i D^r an original DZ' iD''trii which became illegible?—
nSnj pvN'] it is conjectured by Bu. that the stone was set up as a maffedak.

Bui the immediate context favours an altar. The proximity of the Ark and

the necessity of offering sacrifices in its honour argue for an altar. Doubtless

a maf(eia would he set up as soon as the dwelling of Yahweh should be

arranged. A case strictly parallel does not occur. Jacob's stone was a

;/H7ffe/>a according to E (Gen. 281^-^-), ])ut it was destined to mark a per-

manent sanctuary, and the same is true of the ma^(;eba in Gilead, Gen. 31*^

(E). A memorial stone was raised by Joshua, 2.^^^^-, and the same was

done by Samuel at Ebenezer according to a late passage, i S. yi'-^. Saul's

altar, 14^^^ jg more like the account in our text than any other mention of a

stone. Various heaps of stones are mentioned as memorials, but present no

close resemblance, at least in the recension of the Old Testament which is in

our hands. — 15. The glossatory character of the verse is pointed out by We.
— Sn] 16 MSS. have Sy which alone is in place.— 17. '"ina] is evidence of

interpolation, as already shown. — 18. '?2N ii'i] makes no sense. ^\i& meadow

(if it were allowable to translate so) in which the Ark rested could not be one

of the villages of the Philistines. For '?2X read ]aN, with (§, and point the

other word t"! as was first suggested by We. The emendation is accepted by

so valiant a defender of the traditional text as Keil. The insertion of the

article before px seems to be unnecessary.

19. The verse affirms that Yahweh smote some of the people.

The received text seems to give as a reason that they looked iipoti

the Ark. There is, however, no other indication that this author

thought it sinful to look upon the Ark. Had he thought so, he

would have shown what precautions were taken by the Israelites

before the battle to prevent this prof;mation, and would for this

cause have aggravated the plague sent upon the Philistines. (5

has a whole clause which has fallen out of "^ and which relieves

the difficulty: The sous of Jeconiah did not 7-ejoice ivitJi the men
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of Beth Sheniesh when they looked upon the Ark of Yahweh'] by-

adopting this we avoid the awkward repetition of the word trans-

lated and he smote, which in "^ comes at the beginning of the

verse, as well as at the beginning of the next clause : And he

smote atnong them seventy men'\ the anger of Yahweh was not

always easy to account for. Such an occasion for it as the

indifference of the sons of Jeconiah is not stranger than some

others of which we have a record. To the seventy men, the

present text adds ungrammatically fifty thousand men— doubtless

a gloss. The various attempts to explain the words scarcely

deserve attention. The oldest is that of the Targum, which

renders seventy men of the elders and fftv thousand of the con-

gregation. Kimchi represents the traditional interpretation to

be seventy men, of the worth of fifty thousand. Kimchi's own
theory is that asyndetically the expression means simply fifty thou-

sand and seventy men.— 20. The people ask two questions, the

first indicative of their fear— who is aide to stand before Yahweh
this holy God? The holiness of Yahweh is his apartness from the

world. This makes it impossible to approach him except after

special ceremonial preparation, and his displeasure is fatal to

those who approach him without that preparation (consecration).

The question of the Beth-Shemshites shows their despair of meet-

ing Yahweh's requirements. They regard his presence as a con-

stant source of danger to them. The second question is a prac-

tical one : To whom shall he go up from us .?] the verb indicates

that some place in the hill country was to be chosen.— 21. The
place chosen is Kirjath Jearim. The name evidently means City

of Thickets. It is mentioned in Jos. 15^, where it is identified

with Baalah ; in Jos. 15*^" it is called Kirjath Baal, cf i8'^ Euse-

bius * places it ten (or nine) miles from Jerusalem on the road to

Lydda. It is not yet certainly identified with any existing site.

Probably the name Kirjath Baal indicates that the town was

already a sanctuary. On this account the men of Beth Shemesh
chose it as the place of the Ark, and the people of Kirjath Jearim

found it natural that they should have such an offer made them.
— VII. 1. They therefore came and brought up the Ark, and

* OS. 234, 95 and 271, 40.
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brought it to the house of Abinadab'\ of whom we know nothing

further. The house was situated on the hill on which the town

was built. To pro\'ide an appropriate attendant, they consecrated

Eleazar his son to keep the Ark'\ nothing is said of his belonging

to the priestly family or tribe.

19. I'll] anticipates unpleasantly the next clause : koX ovk r](TfiivLffav ol viol

'lexovlov (@. As the Greek verb does not occur elsewhere in the Old Testa-

ment, we are left to surmise its original. Kl.'s conjecture inij3> >j2 nn n'71 is

probably correct (adopted by Bu.), cf. Ex. iS^ Ps. 21''.— nya] should be cor-

rected to DHD with (5.— i'^a f|SN D''w'cn] the words are a late insertion, appar-

ently unknown to Josephus, and recognized as a gloss by Keil. Whether

they were a marginal note, intended to remind the reader of the later plague

(2 S. 24) where seventy thousand fell, cannot be determined. — I'^aNnn]

Gen. 373* Ex. 33* (E). nSnj hod hdh occurs Jos. iqIO Jd. il^^ (also ascribed

to E).— 20. On the idea of holiness, cf. WRSmith, Religion of the Semites,

p. 135, Smend, AlUesiattiendiche Religionsgeschichte, p. 333, Duhm's CottiDien-

tary on Isaiah, i*.— 21. On the site of Kirjath Jearim, Moore on Jd. i8^'^,

GAS. Geog. p. 226. The essay of Poels, Le Satictiiaire de Kirjath-Jearim

(Louvain, 1894), is a harmonistic attempt to identify Kirjath Jearim, Gibeon,

Gibeah, and Mizpah, and so to show that the law of a single sanctuary was in

force in the time of Samuel.

VII. 2-17. Samuel delivers the people.— During the time of

the sojourn of the Ark at Kirjath Jearim, Samuel turns the atten-

tion of the people to the need of repentance. At his exhortation

they put away the strange gods. A great assembly is called at

Mizpah, where the people openly confess their sins. The Philis-

tines take occasion to invade the country, but at Samuel's prayer

Yahweh interferes and throws them into confusion ; so they

become an easy prey to Israel. The victory, which is commem-
orated by a memorial stone, is so complete that the Philistines do

not invade the country again all the days of Samuel. Samuel is

established as supreme magistrate of the people.

The contradiction between the statements here made and what

we know of the actual history is complete. The conquests of

Saul and David are here attributed to Samuel, who occupies the

position of the theocratic ruler— comparable only to Moses. The

author's theory of history is like that of the Deuteronomistic

editor of the Book of Judges— if possible more mechanical than

his. The people are enslaved because they have worshipped
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strange gods. No sooner do they return to Yahweh than he

returns to them and dehvers them. The dehverance is accom-

phshed by a miraculous intervention. No human warrior (hke

the Judges) is needed. For this reason we may assume that the

section is even later than the pragmatic framework of the Book of

Judges. That it is later than the preceding chapters of the life of

Samuel seems evident. The call of Samuel, at any rate, is

designed to establish him as a prophet rather than as judge and

ruler. That this chapter was composed with a view to what pre-

cedes seems, however, plain enough ; and equally plain that it

was originally designed to ignore Saul altogether.

In Jer. 15I we find Yahweh saying: "Though Moses and Samuel should

stand before me, my soul would not be towards this people." Co. {Ein/'^. p.

99) argues that Jeremiah has our present account in mind and the reasoning

is adopted by Bu. (/\S. p. 178) and Dr. (LOT^. p. 178). The coordination

of Moses and Samuel is undoubtedly striking. But Jeremiah's conception of

them seems to be that they were prophets like himself— for it is his own

intercession which is rejected and the rejection justified l^y the mention of his

predecessors. The passage does not prove more than the existence of a tradi-

tion of Samuel's prophetic activity. The present narrative seems to represent

a more advanced stage of theocratic theory.

2. The intention of the verse is evidently to say that from the

time of the Ark's return the people received a new impulse.

Unfortunately the main verb is obscure and probably corrupt.

We should probably read : From the day the Ark dwelt at Kirjath

Jearim all the house of Israel turned after Yahiveh'\ the inserted

clause : the days were many and became tzventy years is probably

secondary.— 3. If with allyour hearty the clause is put first for

emphasis. The passages in which it occurs are comparatively late,

Dt. 11^^ 13* Jos. 22^ I Sam. 12-^ Jer. 29^" Joel 2'-. You are [now]

returning to YaJnveh'] the expression betrays the same conception

which is contained in the phrase strange gods which follows, cf. Dt.

31^*^ Jer. 5^^ Jos. 24-°. The Ashtaroth seem an afterthought here,

as in some other passages. The word is the plural of the name
which in the Old Testament is vocalized (probably wrongly) as

Ashtoreth. The well-known goddess of the Canaanites (properly

Astarte) is elsewhere associated with Baal. An Astarte of the

Philistines is mentioned i Sam. 31''^. And prepare your heart
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towards Yahweh your God'\ a late formula, 2 Chr. 12" 20^ 30'^

Ezr. 7^°. And serve him'\ that is worship him, in this sense the

word is Deuteronomic. That he may deliver you'] the form of

the verb indicates that this is the purpose of the preceding imper-

atives.— 4. The preaching is effectual: The Sons 0/ Israel put

away the Baals'] the word is used as equivalent to the foreign-

gods above.— 5. Samuel announces a general assembly at Miz-

pah] doubtless the same place afterwards occupied by Gedaliah

as the capital of the country, Jer. 40. It is identified, since Rob-

inson, with Neby Sannoil, a prominent hill five miles north of Jeru-

salem. The place is a sanctuary (or the sanctuary) also in Jd.

2o\— 6. The assembly engages in public expression of sorrow

for sin : They dreza water and poured it before Yahweh] a rite

not elsewhere mentioned. It must be symbolical of contrition.

Fasting, which is the second observance mentioned, is elsewhere

expressive of sorrow. IVe have sinned in relation to Yahiveh] Dt.

I'" Jd. 10^". That ^d.vcM.t\ judged the people in Mizpah is prob-

ably to be taken in the sense in which other rulers are said to

judge. He heard the cause of the oppressed and secured their

rights.

2. nja> a^TkT'j? vnii O'lcn m-'i] the only way we can fit the words into

the present text is by making them a parenthesis, and even then it is more

natural to say 'Ul lan D^'Cm. It seems that the whole sentence is a gloss,

not merely twc ani:';; vnii (Bu.). Possibly, however, it is a corruption of

something which cannot now be recovered. ©^^ ev elprjvrjh confirmed by I, and

may point to some statement about Shiloh.— injii] gives no suitable mean-

ing. The verb means io lamentfor the dead, Mic. 2* Ez. 32I*. But the return

of Yahweh could not be an occasion for such mourning. (5'^'^ has fTrej3X€\pev,

©L /cat iiri(TTp€\j/e, both which point to Ufl"'!. SC conjectures only, as is shown

by Dr., and SIL seem to have read injM (Cappel, Critica Sacra, p. 364). It

seems best, with Ew., Bu., to adopt the reading of (5.— 3. DDaa'^'Soa'DNJ

the phrase occurs in D frequently, usually with the addition of t:'flj '?03i. On
the literary usage which shows 3aS (not 2*^) to be the form characteristic of

E, D, and Deuteronomistic editors, cf. BDB., s. z'.
— -i3jn >n'?!s-nN itdi] the

phrase occurs Gen. 35- Jos. 24^3 Jd. \d^^, all which are assigned to E^ by

recent editors, cf. also 2 Chr. 33I5.— nojn inVs are gods of/orei§7i countries,

like -\2ir\ 'js men of foreign countries.— 4. a'''?>"3n] cf. Jd. Z^'^-^^, where

also the Baals and Astartes are the gods and goddesses of the heathen, see

Moore's note. On Baal, Baudissin in PRE^. II. p. 323 ff., WRS., Rel. Sem.

p. 92 ff. The god and goddess are mentioned together by Eshmunazar in his

inscription, 1. 18. On Astarte, Baudissin, PRE^. II. p. 147 ff., and of the
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older literature, Selden, De Diis Syris, II. 2.— 5. nrss":n] the name, which

means the watchtower
, generally has the article. On the identification, cf.

Robinson, BR^. I. p. 460, Buhl, Geog. p. 168.— 6. I33!yi] (g adds on the

ground. Such phrases are easily inserted, and therefore suspicious.— :r]

lacking in (SS must be exscinded for the same reason.

7. The Philistines hea7-d that Israel had assetnbled~\ the oppor-

tunity for plundering an unwarlike company was not to be lost.

Josephus correctly understands that the people had come without

arms.— 8. Israel has recourse to spiritual weapons : Do not be

silent, so as not to cry to YaJnueh thy God~\ cf. Ps. 28^ Job 13''^
j

thy God (§ seems more appropriate than our God |^. Several

MSS. of & add at the end of the verse : And Samuel said : Far
be itfrom tne to refrain from crying to Yahweh my God for you.

— 9. In his worship Samuel took a sucking lamb'] no emphasis

is to be laid (as some have supposed) on the comparative insig-

nificance of the offering. A lamb of the first year is enjoined as

the regular burnt offering in Ex. 29''*^- Lev. 23'- Num. 6^*. And
offered it as a whole burnt offering to Yahweh] the burnt offering

is the present with which one approaches the divine king. To
Samuel's prayer, Yahweh answers by audible voice, as is more

fully set forth in the next verse, cf. Ex. 19^''. — 10. While Samuel

was engaged in offering the burnt offering, the Philistines advanced

to the attack. But Yahweh thundered 7vith a great voice that dav

against the Philistines and routed them] cf. Jd. 4^' and its poetical

parallel, 5"°"^ In the present passage the interference of Yahweh
is so pronounced that the rout begins before any active effort is

made by Israel. At the battle of Bethhoron, where Yahweh routed

the Canaanites by casting great stones from heaven upon them

(Jos. 10"), the Israelites were an armed force, as they were at

the Kishon. The interference of Yahweh for his people by

thunder and lightning is a not uncommon feature of poetic the-

ophanies, 2 S. 22" i S. 2^"" Is. 66^ Cf. also Ps. 68'^ 771^— 11. The
people had only to pursue the flying foe, which they did till below

Beth Car] the place is nowhere else mentioned, and the text

has possibly suffered. — 12. A memorial stone is set up between

Mizpah and Yeshana] see the note on 6'^ The name Yeshana

here is restored from (!§ and S'. The name in "^ is probably cor-

rupt. What follows in ^ makes, further, a double difficulty, for
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it says simply : Hitherto has Yahweh helped us, whereas it was

not only to this point that Yahweh had helped them, but beyond

it ; and, moreover, there is no declaration concerning the object

of setting up the stone. Conjectural emendation gives us : This

is a witness that Yahweh has helped us, which alone is appropriate

in the context.— 13. The Philistines wei-e subdued and came no

more into the border of Israel^ the extravagance of the statement

is evident.— 14. The cities which the Philistines had takeji from

Israel were restored, from Ekron to Gath'] these two were nearest

the territory of Israel. The author evidently means to include

Ekron and Gath in the list of those restored. The territory of

these was also recovered, aiid there was peace between Israel and

the Amorite~\ that is, the Canaanitish peoples.— Samuel's reign

(as we may call it) lasted as long as he lived.— 16. His custom

was to go about to the principal places,— Bethel, Gilgal, and

Mizpah, all known as sanctuaries,— and administer justice.—
17. He officiated also at Ramah, his home, and there he built an

altar to Yahweh'] the author does not take the view of the Priest-

code as to the legitimacy of one sole altar. To the Deuteronomic

view the one legitimate sanctuary was not chosen until the time

of Solomon.

7. Vi^pnn] with pluperfect force.— Vn] is doubtless to be read or under-

stood as S>', which is the proper word when a hostile attack is described.—
8. pyia] for the force of the preposition cf. his eyes were dim from seeing, i.e.,

so as not to see. Gen. 27^.— 9. nSa] a rare and apparently late word, Is. 40^^

6525.— yrh'py is doubtless to be read, with the Qi-e.— SiVd] describes the burnt

offering as wholly consumed upon the altar, Dt. 33^" Lev. 6^^^.— 10. Snic^' >nii

nSyn] cf. the similar construction 2 K. 13^1 19^^.— ddhii] the verb is used of

'striking with panic terror' (Moore on Jd. 4!^).— 11. ID ni3; ST reads Beth

Sharon; SS has Beth Yeshan as in v. ^'^; Kl. suggests Beth Horon.— 12. |!:'n]

the word is appropriate for a sharp rock or peak. In connection with Mizpah

we rather expect the name of a town, and this is given by (3& who read njr\-i,

evidently the Benjamite town mentioned 2 Chr. 13^^. This reading is adopted

by Graetz (Gesch. der Jiiden, I. p. 157) followed by most recent expositors.

—

n:n—ip] is not explicit enough, whether the njn be taken of space or time.

Wellhausen seems first to have discovered that the first word must be "»". He
therefore restores 13 ^•^"l ly, for which Bu. substitutes ''D inn my, which seems no

improvement. — 13. VJ^^i] cf. Jd. f^ ir'^— Nia'^ -\y) ibd^-n'^i] 15^^ Jd. 13-^.

— 14. nj3U'.Ti] there is no other instance of the active voice with cities as

the subject; perhaps we should read njD'ii'ini which is favoured by (5, cf.
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Jer. 27^^.— From Ekron to Gath'\ (§b has fro7n Ashkelon to Azob. In Azob

We. sees an allusion to Zeph. 2*.— 15. iaatf^1] the allusion to the function of

the judge as described in the Book of Judges is palpable. This author de-

scribes the activity in detail in what follows.— 16. I'^ii] of customary action,

Dav., Syntax, § 54 K, i.— njra twv >-\Vs\ is heavy, but is supported by Zech.

14^^. 33D is used of going about to various places in order, 2 Chr. 17^.

—

'IJI Sd hn Skt.:"'"pn] is tautological. It is probable that the scribe had in mind

the '?NTi'^~n!< of the verse below and inserted it here.— nisiiicn] (g had

D^a'ipDn, which may possibly be original (Cappel, Notae Criticae, p. 434).

—

17. tJQ'-:'] the pausal form seems unexplained, Ges-^. § 29 i, note.

VIII. The demand for a king. — In Samuel's old age he

makes his sons judges, but they do not follow his example in

their administration of the office. The people thereupon demand
a king. The demand is offensive to Samuel and also to Yahweh,

who describes it as rebellion against him and as in line with the

people's customary depravity. Without hope of converting them,

but as a testimony against their folly, Samuel describes the man-

ner in which the king is Hkely to carry on his office. As was

expected, the people persist in their demand, and Samuel is com-

manded to accede to it. The account as it now stands concludes

with the dismission of the people, but was originally continued by

the choice of a king by lot as now read in
10'""-''^.

The section is homogeneous down to ^^'' and directly continues

the preceding account. It is also of late date. In fact, it is

hardly conceivable that the conception of the monarchy as essen-

tially evil and in itself a revolt from the theocracy could have

arisen before the fall of Jerusalem. For, however bad the indi-

vidual kings of the house of David might be, there was always a

hope (well illustrated by Isaiah) that the ideal government would

come to view in the reign of a righteous king. The phrase

manner of the kingdom used in this passage has reminded most

critics of the similar phrase in Deuteronomy (17^^"-"), and some

have argued that this passage was anterior to that. But on com-

parison it is seen that the abuses held up by Samuel here are not

touched upon in Deuteronomy, Nothing is there said about

impressing the people for forced labour and taking their property

without compensation, which are the evils here made prominent.

Had the author of Deuteronomy known our passage, he could

hardly have refrained from legislating against these abuses. And
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it cannot be argued, on the other hand, that our author, if later,

would have shown his dependence on Deuteronomy, for the

abuses there forbidden— multiplying horses, taking many wives,

and accumulating treasure— could not be effective as an argu-

ment with the people.

Stade places the section later than Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Wellhausen

gives the argument summarized above in favour of a date posterior to the

Judaic monarchy {Co/up. p. 246). Bu. argues for priority of this as compared

with Deut. {RS. p. 184), and is followed by Co. at least in the earlier editions

of his Eiiileitimg.

1-5. The occasion of the demand.— When Samuel became

old, he appointed his sonsjudgesfor Israel.— 2. That both should

be settled at Beersheba is surprising, and two places were proba-

bly named originally. Josephus gives one in Bethel and one in

Beersheba.— 3. The common experience of Orientals was illus-

trated : they turned aside after gain and took bribes and wrested

fustice~\ so far there seems ground for the complaint of the peo-

ple.— 4. The Sheikhs act for the people, as in ^ Num. 16^'.

—

5. The desire for a king is here motived by the maladministration

of justice. In v.^° it is due to a desire for a leader in war.

6-9. The demand is sinful. — The view of the author is evi-

dently that the theocracy is the divinely appointed constitution

for Israel, and that the substitution of another form is treason to

God. He does not seem to recognize that Samuel was chargeable

with fault in not correcting the abuses of his sons' government,

nor does he tell us how Yahvveh would give them relief. Yahweh's

prejudgment is on the side of Samuel, whose anger he shares.—
7. The grievance of Samuel is adopted by Yahweh : Heai-ke7i to

the voice of the people according to what they keep saying'] the tense

implies importunity. For it is not thou whom they have rejected,

but it is I whom they have refectedfrom being king over than'] the

pronouns are made emphatic by their position.— 8. The main

sentence says : Like all the deeds they have done to me . . . have

they done to thee. Parenthetically the deeds are described : they

have forsaken me and served other gods] Jd. 2" lo^'' i K. 9"

(apparently Deuteronomistic).— 9. The people are, however, to

be left without excuse : Thou shall solemnly testify] Gen. 43'''
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Jer. ii'^

—

the method of the king who shall rule over theni\ that

is, his customary behaviour. Yahweh will allow him, perhaps

authorize him, so to act.

1. D''i:' is used of appointing officers, Dt. 17^^ 2 S. 8^*.— 2. The statement

of Josephus cited above (^Ant. VI. 32) is adopted by Graetz and Ewald.

—

3. ^^2^\^^1 Kt, V3"n3 Qr'e. There seems no reason for preferring the latter ex-

cept that usage is on the side of the plural.— 13m] turned aside from its

proper course, Dt. 16^^. >i'2 is generally used of unrighteous gain, Ex. 18^^

Jer. 6^3.— 4. So] is lacking in (S^, which reads dvdpes for •'jpr.— 6. lain jjnii]

Gen. 2i"-i- (E) i S. iS^ 2 S. ii25- 27._ss3.-,m] cf. Jer. 32I6 42*.— 7. For

niTN SaS we should perhaps read la'Nj with (S.— i;;] assigns a reason why

Samuel should not hesitate— it was not a personal concern.— 8. VJ'>] (5

adds •''-, which is adopted by most recent commentators.— ijor;"ii] specifies the

acts intended by iw7.

10-18. The king's method.— Samuel repeated all the words

of Yahweh to the people who were asking of him a king'\ as though

he had one in his possession.— 11. This is the way of the king

who shall rule over you : Your sons he ivill take and place in his

chariots and among his horsemen, and they shall run before his

chariots'l the runners before the chariot continue in the East

down to the present day, and their office is an honourable one.

— 12. And he shall make them captains of thousands and captains

of hundreds^ reading with ^. The author counts on very small

military arnbition in Israel, a view which would argue for a late

date. The people would also be forced to plough and reap for the

king, and to make his arms and his chariot furniture.— 13. The

women would not be exempt from conscription, but would be

compelled to serve as perfumers'^ perhaps we should read as

embroiderers with S ; and as cooks and as bakers'^ of which the

king's kitchen would need many.— 14. Oppression will affect

not only persons but also property ; fields and vineyards will be

seized and given to the king's servants.— 15. Heavy taxes will be

laid: Your gj-ain fields and your vineyards he will tithe and give

the proceeds to his eunuchs and to his servants^ the Oriental thinks

of the king as wealthy enough to dispense with such methods of

raising money, which are therefore hated and resented.— 16. He
would exact the service of their slaves and their best cattle~\ so

is to be read.— 17. The tithing will be extended to sheep and

goats ; and the Israelites will be slaves instead of freemen.—
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18. The result : Vou shall cry out in that day on account of the

king which you shall have chosen for yourselves^ the sting is in

the fact that their misery will be self-inflicted. For this reason

also, Yahweh will not answer.

10. icnm] is not frequent with the accusative, as here.— 11. isi)] for

which (5 seems to have read a''Si\ is doubtless original.— 12. DVi'*?!] the peri-

phrastic infinitive is illustrated by Dr., Tenses ''•, § 206 and and Dav., Syntax,

§ 94, R. 4. It should be noted that several of the examples cited are of suspicious

integrity, the 1 having arisen by duplication of a preceding \ In the present

case, however, the reading seems to be confirmed by ®. We assume an ellipsis

of IV"', the full form being DV^:''? vm. Captains offifties in |^ is replaced by cap-

tains ofhundreds in (5, while S has both, and adds and captains of tens. (3

seems original.— 13. ninpiS] preparers of unguents, of which the Orientals

are notoriously fond. ,S seems to translate niD|ii'?, which would be equally ap-

propriate.— ninaaV] the cook is also the butcher.— 14. vnaj^S] Graetz con-

jectures {Gesch. der Juden, I. p. 164) that we should read vja^, as the servants

are spoken of in the next verse. There is, however, no external evidence for the

reading.— 16. DDmnai] koX to, ^ovKSXia vfiiov <3, pointing to ajnpai, which

is undoubtedly original. The correction was made by Cappellus {Critica

Sacra, p. 247).— inox'^nS nirjji] the only parallels are Lev. y-* Ez. 15^. We
should expect inDS'Sna mryS, cf. i K. 5^° ol^^. The unusual construction led a

scribe to substitute ^^Z'';^, which was read by O.— 17. jns is small cattle in dis-

tinction from neat cattle (ipa).— 18. (5 adds at the end of the verse : Because

you chose a king for yourselves. This is at least correct interpretation.

19-22. The expostulation was fruitless : The people refused to

listen to the voice of Samuel and said : No / But a king shall be

over us'\ this obstinacy is parallel to their treatment of Moses.—
20. The reason here assigned for their desire is the example of

foreign nations. Our king shall fudge us'\ possibly in the sense

of vindicating them, or of delivering them from their enemies.

But as the account begins with the miscarriage of civil justice, the

author may have this still in mind. The administration of justice

Was always a prominent function of the king. Fighting his peo-

ple's battles was also his work. This author seems to forget that

Samuel had secured them peace.— 21, 22^. When the report of

the people's continued demand is brought to Yahweh, he con-

sents to gratify them : Hearken to their voice and make a king

rule over them. — 22''. The half verse is a later insertion. The

original account joined 10'' directly to Z"^. The compiler was
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obliged to dismiss the people to their homes, in order to insert

the following incident taken from another source.

19. On the Dagesh in nS cf. Ges.'-^^, § 20 g, and Baer's dissertation De pri-

niarum vocabulorum literarmn dagessatione prefixed to Liber Proverbiorum,

ed. Baer et Delitzsch (1880). Some MSS. have i*? in the text, while (@ seems

to have read n":* i*?. — 20. ijJ-3::'i] on the force of the verb cf Moore's note on

Jd. 3^°.— irncn'^!:] is given by Ginsburg. Many editions and MSS. have

unnnSc. For the phrase go out before us cf Jd. 4I*.— 22. nDScm] is the

perfect with waw consecutive continuing the imperative. The second half

of this verse, in which Samuel dismisses the people to their homes, is

inserted to allow the inclusion of the following account in the narrative. The

document we have just read originally made Samuel at once call an assembly

at Mizpah, where a king is chosen by lot. This is recognized by most recent

scholars.

IX. 1-X. 16. The adventure of Saul.— Saul, the son of Kish,

is sent by his father to seek the asses which have strayed. He
does not find them, but comes into contact with Samuel, who

anoints him (secretly) as king over Israel.

After what has been said in the Introduction, it is needless to

point out that we have here the beginning of a separate docu-

ment,— a life of Saul,— which differs in all respects from the

one we have just been considering. It is the earliest and most

reliable of the sources which relate the origin of the monarchy

in Israel.

1-4. Introduction of Saul, and occasion of the journey.—
There was a man of Gibeah of Benfamhi] so w^e should probably

read. The place should be mentioned at the outset. Kish is

described as a man of some position in the community : a mighty

niaji of valour is more than the Hebrew intends to say.— 2. He
had a son named Saul in the prime of life and goodly^ the words

do not imply that he was in his adolescence ; and the same may
be said of his position in the household, it does not imply im-

maturity. So long as his father lived he would be under his

authority, and there is no necessary contradiction between the

language used here and the later account, according to which

Saul had a son already grown. The name of Saul is probably

abbreviated from a longer form meaning Asked-of-God. The

clause at the end of this verse is probably a late insertion. —

•
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3. The asses belonging to Kish have strayed, and Saul is sent

with one of the servants to seek them.— 4. Correcting the num-

ber of the verbs by the versions, we get : They passed through Alt.

Ephraim and crossed mto the land of Shalisha and did not find

them, and they crossed into the land of Shaalim and they were not

there, and they crossed into the land of Benjamin and did not

find them'] the districts of Shalisha and Shaalim are not identified.

1. i^c'pd] the fact that he was a Benjamite is related again at the end

of the verse, and We.'s conjecture that we should read pcja n;'3.n is plau-

sible.— •'J^D^ c'sx"!^] is not without analogy, at least ••y'O^ Z'^ii is found 2 S.

20^ Est. 2^. But it is unusual to terminate a genealogy by saying son ofa

Benjamite. It is probable that p is the error of a scribe who expected to

continue the genealogy.— Sin -ini] the phrase seems to mean no more than

a man well to do; cf. BDB., s.v. "^^n.— 2. 'ui icX'd] the clause recurs in

IO-3, where it is entirely appropriate (at Saul's first appearance in public).

Here it seems to have come in from there by a late hand (Bu.).— 3. mjnNn]

the she-asses seem to have been especially prized, Job i^.— li'^pS] cf. Dav.,

Syntax, § 28, R. 5.— nj] after the imperative softens the command.

—

inN'nx] is unusual, perhaps a scribal error; but a precisely similar instance is

found Num. 16I''. inn is pointed in both cases as a construct and might be

regarded as made definite by this relation, Konig, Syntax, § 2S8 f.; cf. also

Dav., Syntax, 72, R. 4.— an>'j is used of servants not infrequently. At the

end of this verse (5^^^ add : and Said arose and took one of the servants ofhis

father and u<ent to seek the asses ofKish his father— one of the rather numer-

ous instances of agreement of (S'^' with S- — 4. The verbs which are partly

singular and partly plural in PJ should be all plural as in (S. For Shalisha and

Shaalim the versions give a confusing variety of equivalents, but none which

help us to a better text. A Baal Shalisha is mentioned in the region of Sama-

ria 2 K. 4'*-. Shaalim has been conjectured to be an error for Shaalahim

mentioned in connection with Beth Shemesh, Jd. i^^ i k. 4^. It seems easier

to combine with the S;nii' y-ix of 13^''.

5. The verse indicates that they had planned further search

when Saul suddenly proposes to abandon the effort : They had

come into the land of Zuph] a part of Benjamin— -iuhen Saul said

. . . : Let us return, lest my fa/her cease thinhing of the asses and

be anxious about us] the verb means to have fears, Jer. 1
7* 38"^

42""' Is. 5 7".— 6. The servant has a different idea : There is a

man of God in this city ; and the man is honoured, all that he

says surelv comes true] the title tnan of God is frequent in the

account of Elijah and Elisha. The commendation of the seer is
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to induce Saul to apply to him for an indication : Perchance he

may tell us the way on which we came out'\ the journey is not yet

complete, and we may yet be rightly directed. What they want

is guidance in order to complete the mission on which they have

started.— 7. Saul objects that to approach a great man a present

is necessary, and this is not at hand : Atid suppose we go, what
shall we bring the man ? The question is raised which confronts

them if they agree to carry out the plan of the servant. The

bread is gone from our sacks'^ this would suffice if there were any,

cf. lo*. The rest of the verse is obscure. — 8. The servant

relieves the dithculty. He has a quarter of a shekel of money'] a

small coin containing about sixty grains of silver, but proportion-

ately much more valuable then than now. And thou shall give it

to the man of God] a slight change of the text is necessary, as

Saul must be the giver.— 9. The verse tells us that the prophet

of to-day was formerly called a seer. It interrupts the connexion

here, however, and seems to be a marginal note which has crept

into the text. — 10. The objection being met, Saul consents:

And they went to city where the man of God was] the city is

intended by the editor to be Ramah. The original account, how-

ever, may have named another place.

5. lis] cf. i^. 3C connects it fancifully with nss and translates : the land

in which was the prophet.— 6. Nj"njn] cf. Gen. 12^^ i K. 22^^; the phrase

invites favourable consideration of the proposition which follows.— For the

imperfects of repeated experience cf. Dav., Syntax, § 44 a, Dr., Tenses^, § 33 a.

— 7. njm] the case at first sight seems to be one where we should expect

jn if. But cf. BDB. sub voce.— mirn] occurs only here; the versions are

at a loss, and the word is possibly corrupt. Cappellus i^Notae Criticae,

p. 435) supposes (5 to have read mxrr. We expect and we have nothing else

to bring. But this cannot be got out of the text.— unx nc] also is abrupt

and awkward (some Hebrew editions have nci). I therefore suspect corrup-

tion too deep-seated to be healed. — 8. ippji] (§ seems to have read p.'^ji,

but it is better to correct to innji (Kl.), which will more readily account for

the corruption.— 9. In v.^ Samuel has been called D'h'jn ti'^'N, on which see

the note to 2^^. The verse now before us calls him a Seer (hni), a word used

twice by Isaiah (28'' 30^''), elsewhere only in this passage and in Chronicles

(i Chr. 9^2 26"^^ 29^®, dependent on the account before us, and 2 Chr. i6''-i"

where it is applied to Hanani). The rarity of the word led a scribe to insert

this verse as an explanation, which, however, has fallen into the wrong place;

it belongs after v.i^. The conception of the prophe-t (n''3j) which it betrays
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is that of a clairvoyant to whom one may come for the discovery of lost arti-

cles. On the bearing of the gloss on questions of criticism cf. Briggs, Higher

Criticism of the Hexateucli'^, p. 150.— Dijfl'?] occurs Dt. 2^'^.— Nip''] the

tense indicates what was customary in the past.

11. As they ivere going tip the ascent of the ettj^ cf. 2 S. 15^",

they 7net maidens coming out to draw watef-] the usual duty of the

young women of the village, as we see from the case of Rebecca

Gen. 24^^*^- One well or spring supplied the whole village. —
12. To the inquiry of Saul whether the Seer is here, they answer

:

He is .' Behold he is before you. Just noiij he came to the city.

The rest of the verse explains the situation more distinctly : For

the people have a sacrifice today on the Bamah'] at this period of

Israel's history each town had its sanctuary on a hill in the vicin-

ity. Hence the name high-place. This one had a building for

the accommodation of the worshippers. — 13. As soon as you

come to the city you shall find him, before he goes up to the Bamah
to eat'] the sacrifice is a feast— "the essential rite was eating the

flesh of the victim at a feast in which the god of the clan shared

by receiving the blood and fat pieces " (BDB). The importance

of Samuel is such that the people will not eat tin til he comes, for he

is to bless the sacrifice] it should be noted, however, that blessing

the sacrifice is not a priestly function, and there is no ritual neces-

sity for Samuel's presence. — 14. The two strangers follow the

advice ; but as they come into the city gate Samuel comes out

towards them on his way to the Bamah.— 15. The verse is a

digression, showing how Samuel had been prepared for the inter-

view : Yahweh had told Samuel] lit., had ttncovered his ear, cf.

20^-*' 22**-^' 2 S. 7-'.— 16. About this time to-morrow] Ex. 9^* (J)

I K. 19" 20''. Thou shalt anoint him pritice over my people Israel]

the word translated prince (T'JIO) is not used in Hexateuch or

Judges, but is found several times in Samuel and Kings, i S. 10^

13" 25"" 2 S. 5- 6-'
f" I K. v^, etc. It is also found in Chronicles,

which is probably influenced by the earlier books, and in some

other late passages. The passages in Samuel seem to belong to

the same stream of narrative, except 2 S. 7^ Atul he shall save

my people from the hand of the Philistines] the sentence is a

direct contradiction of 7"'^-. For I have seen the affliction of viy

people] the text of (!0. The evident view of the author is that
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the king is a gift of God, and not tliat there is sin in asking

such a gift : For their cry is come to ;;/<?] Ex. 3^. We may note

that anointing is a rite of consecration for things, as Jacob's viaq-

^ebah, Gen. 31^^ (E), the Tabernacle, Ex. 40'^ (P), as well as per-

sons, I K. 19^*^ (prophets). There is no reason to suppose the

significance any different in the case of kings.— 17. When Sam-

uel saw Saul Yahiveh answered him~\ that is, the question raised in

his mind : Behold the man of whom I said to thee : He shall rule

over my people.— 18, 19. Saul questions Samuel : Where is the

house of the Seer ? Samuel repHes to the intent of the question

rather than its form : / am the Seer : go before me to the Bamah~\

he politely gives Saul precedence. In the morning I will dismiss

thee~\ the guest goes away with the permission of his host. All

that is in thine heart"] implies that Saul had more questions to

ask than those about the asses ; moreover, this one is answered at

once, without waiting for the morrow.— 20. Saul's mind is set at

rest concerning the asses that strayed no7v three days ago] and

more important matters are hinted at : To whom belong the de-

sirable things of Israel? Is it not to thee and to thy father's house?

The meaning cannot be called certain. But it does not seem out

of place that Saul's ambition should be raised to the office within

his reach.— 21. Saul's answer shows becoming modesty: Ami
not a Benfamite, of the least of the tribes of Isi'ael, and is not my

clan the least of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin ? The asser-

tion (put in the form of a question) must not be taken too hte-

rally. Saul's father, as we have already seen, was a man of stand-

ing in the community.

11. D-'Sj? r\r:!r\'\ the circumstantial clause, Dav., Syntax § 141. In some

cases the clause is followed by njm, which is read by ©^ here.— nr^j in

this place as Ex. 24i*(E). — 12. nna T'Ji:'^] why they should hasten is not

clear. As pointed out by Lagarde {Anrn. zur Griechischen Uebersetz d. P>o-

verbien, p. iii) (5 read do^jb'^, which he supposed to imply that inn was made

up of the final letter of dd^jd^ and the first two of nxin. This last word, how-

ever, is not represented in ©, and it seems better to read xin dsijjjS (Bu.).—
Dvn o] better arn^, with (5 (We.) cf. Gen. 25^1 i Sam. 2^^.— 13. p-nnN]

some MSS. and edd. prefix 1.— di-'H^] the form we have restored above. On
the repetition of the accusative cf. Dr., Tenses^, § 197. 6. Of the examples

cited, 2 K. g'^'^ seems the only exact parallel. — 14. Xi"' . . . D''N3] the partici-

ples indicate the How of events— they were Just coming into the city gate
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when Samuel met them, nipn "|in3 was conjecturally emended to -\'jz'r\ iina

by Th., and the emendation is adopted by most moderns, being confirmed by

v.i*. The received text makes no difficulty, as the village was probably small

and compact and the two men would soon reach the centre of it. But as it is

necessary to read alike in the two verses it seems better to restore njjii'n here

than -i^>'n in v.^^ (I'^l-)-— ^^- '^^-'^ with pluperfect force, Dr., Tenses^, § 76,

Obs.; Dav., Syntax, § 39 c.— 16. iD;?"nK innsi] (gST read icy ij;;"nN vi-'Ni,

which is evidently original, cf. Ex. 3'' (E) 2 K. 14-^. On the meaning of the

verb nii'?: cf. an article by Meinel, ZATW. XVIII. p. i ff. — 17. iniDN iitn] con-

cerning whom I said ; a similar expression in v.'^^ Gen. 3^" Jd. 7*.— liV] the

verb nowhere else has the meaning to rule. It means to shut itp (the heav-

ens) Dt. ii^', to restrain (an animal) 2 K. i^^,to check (one's words) Job 4^.

But such a meaning seems inappropriate here, and we must suspect the text.

Kl. proposes "i'.:'i on the ground of Epi^ei (^^^ -. Kardp^eL (S^\ cf. Jd. 9^^ Is.

32^— 18. '?Nict:'"."iN] the verb is generally found with '^n,— unless Num. 4^^

be an exception,— and this preposition should probably be restored here.—
nr~\x] seems to imply that the ol)ject sought is in the immediate vicinity, cf.

I K. 13'-.— 19. (5 has /(?/;/ he instead of / a/n the Seer.— an':'3Xi] the pre-

ceding verb is in the singular, addressed to Saul alone, so that we should

restore nSjxi here. — 20. cc-n] We. and Bu. omit the article. But as the

prophet has in mind the particular three days which have just elapsed, the

article seems in place. Cf. Lev. 25^^ : it shall produce a crop sufficient for the

three years— a^ji'n zh'Sh— where we must understand the three years you

have in niind,lox they have not been described.— 20. "rj] is omitted both

times by (!5. — m::n] the two possil^le translations are represented in the desire

of Israel (AV.) and [all] that is desirable in Israel (RV.). The latter is

favoured by @ and adopted by Kl., Dr., Ki., and by the analogy of Hag. 2",

where, however, we should read a plural (and so possibly here).— 21. 'jape]

occasional instances occur of an ancient construct ending in ^ (Jd.
20I''' cited

by We.) ; such a form may be represented in the second "itaar (instead of

\Dyy). "The construction with jd is sometimes virtually a superlative."

Dav., Syntax, § 34, R. 4.

22 25. Saul is SamueVs guest. — The room into which they

are brought is apparently a hall built for the express use of wor-

shippers at the Bamah, in their sacrificial feasts. Saul and his

servant are given the place of honour at the head of the gitests.

The simplicity of manners is indicated by the equal treatment

of Saul and his servant. There were present about thirty men,

probably the heads of families or the freemen of the village.

—

23. Saul's coming had been anticipated, as we see by Samuel's

command to the cook: Bn'n<^ the portion which I gave to thee,

concerning 7ahich I said to thee : Set it by thee'] in Arabia also it
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was customary to set aside a choice portion for an honoured

guest.*— 24. In obedience to the command the cook lifted the

leg and the rump\ the choice part of the sacrifice, and the one

still regarded as the portion of honour by the fellahin. The rest

of the verse is obscure and apparently corrupt. It says : Behold

what is left'] but it is almost certain that the guests had not begun

the meal until Samuel appeared. And the clause : For it was kept

for thee to the time appointed, saying, the people I have called^

is nonsense. With due reserve I propose below an emendation

which gives the sense: Behold, the meal is served! Eat! For to

the appointed time we have waited for thee to eat with the guests~\

if this, or something like it, were the original reading, we see that

Samuel had directed the villagers to wait for his coming, which

was of course politeness to his guest.— 25. After the feast, they

came f?-ofn the Bamah to the city, and they spread a bedfor Saul

on the roof, and he lay dow7i\ the text of the last clause ^ is here

also unintelligible (in this context), and must be corrected by %.

For sleeping on the roof, we have abundant examples in modern

Oriental life, though no other Old Testament example has come
under my observation. The verse-division should include the first

word of the following verse with this.

22. nnaa''?] the ns-'S is a chamber in a palace, Jer. 36^^, or in the temple,

Jer. T)^-'^; one was also in use at Shiloh according to i Sam. i^^ (g.

—

D''Nn|">n] those invited, the guests.— a"'a*'?:;'3] wirei e^Sofi-qKovTa ©. The larger

number is the less likely to be original.— 23. n^'j'^] cf. 8'^.— 'r\iT:7\'] i*.

—

•mDN "\if .s] as in v.i'.— 24. r^-h-j^l the intention is to read the preposition

•hj with the article and pronominal suffix. No other instance of such a con-

struction has been pointed out (Dr., A^'otes) ; and if the construction were allow-

able, it would not be appropriate here, for piSM is, of course, the leg with

tlie flesh upon it. The slight change into niSxH seems first to have been

proposed by Geiger, Urschrift, p. 380, and has everything to commend it.

The reading is apparently suspected by the Talmud, for the Gemara asks

(Aboda Zara, 25a)
: What was it that was upon the leg? to which Rabbi

Johanan answers, it luas the leg and the rump. Other passages from Talmud
and Midrash are cited by Dr. The parallel in the custom of the fellahin of

to-day is noticed by Nestle, Marginalien und Materalien, p. 13. If niSsn

was the original reading, as accepted by We., Bu., Dr., Brown (Lexicon), we
can see a reason for the mutilation of the word, for the n^^s was to be burned

* Wellh., Skizzen, III. p. 114.



66 I SAMUEL

upon the altar. The editors supposed it impossible for Samuel to be ignorant

of this " Mosaic " ordinance. Kl. proposes niSan, which seems to have no

superiority to the reading just considered. The difficulty of the rest of the

verse is admitted. The people do not ordinarily eat until Samuel comes, much
less would they proceed without him when he had made preparations for a

guest; iNrjn therefore cannot be right.— \iNip a;;n -icnS] seems absolutely

unintelligible in the context. For inNnp . . . lyiaS id (5 gives 6ti els fiapriptov

rideiTai <tol irapa. roiis dXKovs • airbKLv^e ((S'- has irapaTideiKo. aoi irapa toO

XaoD). This is better than |^, but, as pointed out by Dr., y\p, which we
should assume as the original of dwoKvl^e (so Ew, and We.), is not used in

biblical Hebrew in the sense of taking food; and after Saul has been exhorted

to eat, it is superfluous to add /a// to. The conjectures of the commentators

scarcely call for attention, except that of Bu., who restores at the end "[S ncB'

onsipn ay SonS. More radical treatment seems to be necessary. What we
expect is a polite invitation to Saul as the guest of honour to begin the meal,

because the guests were waiting his lead. First, then, it seems necessary to

read nxir-n for -\x::'jn, isr being flesh prepared for the table, Ex. 21I0 Ps. 78-<>.

Samuel says : Behold the meat is set before thee, as we should say, the meal is

served. For l'7~"\iDt:' I would substitute ^'7 mns*, we have waited for thee, in

which case 1J?1D would be the time to which Samuel and the other guests had

agreed to wait for the expected stranger.— pr\ uy SonS I adopt from Bu. in

place of the useless in.snp opn -lOxS. — 25. id3B'''1 :jjn-S;? Sinu'-d;? laTi] is

evidently out of joint, for they certainly did not rise in the morning until after

Samuel called Saul, which follows; Kal dUo'Tptaaav rt^ Saoi)\ ctti ry 8u)fiaTi

Kal eKOLfx-qdr) (@ evidently represents 2yzf''^ Jjn S;? ViNr'? na^M. The text is

corrected accordingly by recent expositors from Schleusner down. Keil alone

hardens his heart.

IX. 26-X. 8. Saul is anointed by Samuel.— He also receives

signs confirmatory of the prophetic commission, and is encour-

aged, after the signs shall have been fulfilled, to act according to

his own judgment. At the rising of the dawn Samuel called to

Saul on the roof'\ for the time of day cf. Gen. 19^^ 32-^ ^ Jos. 6^\

The original text seems to have added only : and they went out

into the st?'eet'] all three together, as is evident from the next

verse.— 27. They were going doivn in the edge of the cit\' 7vhen

Samuel said'\ the construction is similar to v.". Say to the lad

that he pass on'] the addition of %\ : and he passed on breaks the

connexion, and must be exscinded. But thou stand here that I

may tell thee the word of God] which for the present concerns

Saul alone.— X. 1. The vial of oil is described by the same word

which is used in the description of another prophet's anointing of
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a king, 2 K. 9^'^. Andpoured it upon his head'\ the act of anoint-

ing could not be more clearly described. And kissed hinf\ an evi-

dence of personal affection, for kissing is nowhere an act express-

ive of fealty to a king; the kissing of an idol i K. 19^*' Hos. 13-

can hardly be called parallel. A part of Samuel's words have fallen

out of ^, and the whole must be restored as follows : Has not

Yahweh anointed thee as prince over his people Israel? And thou

shall reign over the people of Yahweh and shall save them frojn the

hand of their e?iemies round about. And this shall be the sign

that Yahiveh has anointed thee over his heritage as prince'] it is

possible that theological prejudice has had something to do with

the mutilation of the text, for, to the later view, Saul did not act-

ually save Israel from their enemies.— 2. As Saul has no reason

for delaying longer, we may suppose that the signs which follow

occur on the road from Ramah to Gibeah (Saul's home). Unfor-

tunately we are not able to identify either Ramah or the other

points mentioned, except Bethel. When thou goestfrom me to-day

thou shall meet two men at the tomb of Rachel in the boundary of

Benjamin'] the boundary here mentioned must be the boundary

between Ephraim and Benjamin, for the district of Zuph was in

Ephraim. It is impossible therefore to identify the Tomb of

Rachel here mentioned with the traditional site south of Jeru-

salem. As Jeremiah hears Rachel weeping for her children in

Ramah (31^^), and as her children are Joseph and Benjamin, we

naturally suppose her tomb located in the boundary of their

respective territories. To make Samuel's home in Judah in order

to bring Saul home by the traditional Tomb is to violate all the

probabilities. The next word is unintelligible. The men would

tell him : Thy father has dismissed the matter of the asses and is

anxious for you, saying : What shall I do for my son ?] the state

of things anticipated by Saul, cf".— 3. The second sign : Thou

shall pass on thence and come to the Oak of Tabor] supposed by

some to be identical with the tree of Deborah, between Ramah

and Bethel, Jd. 4^. This can hardly be called probable. The

grave of Deborah (Rebecca's nurse) is also put in this region by

Gen. 35* and associated with it is an oak— the Oak of Weeping.

In the number of sacred trees which once abounded in the

country, there is no need to merge these three into one. The
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three men he should meet going up to God at Bethel, the ancient

sanctuary, would have their offerings with them : o?ie carrying

three kids, one carrying three baskets of brcad^ the reading is con-

jectural, based on the paucity of the three loaves in 3^. Twenty

loaves are easily carried by a man, 2 K. 4''-, and would be no

more than the equivalent of the skin of wine borne by the third

member of the party.— 4. The men should be so impressed by

Saul's bearing that they would salute him and give him tivo loaves,

an earnest of the backsheesh to be paid later to the king. —
5. The third sign : Afierioards thou shall come to Gibeah of God~\

apparently the full name of Saul's home, for he goes directly to

his house after meeting with the prophets. Where is the Resident

of the Philistines'] evidently the same mentioned in 13^, though

the location there given is Geba. And it shall be at thy coining

thither thou shall meet a band of prophets coming dowTi from the

Bamah with a lyre and tambourine and flute and harp before

them wliile they engage in prophesying] it must be evident that we

have here a company of dervishes engaged in their religious exer-

cises. The enthusiastic nature of these exercises is evident from

the later narrative and from the parallel account, 19^^-*.

—

6. And the Spirit of Yahweh zuill rush upon thee] the same verb

is used to describe the enthusiasm which seized the earlier heroes

of Israel, Jd. 14^ etc. And thou shall prophesy with them and be

turned into another }nan~] it is worth remarking that in the later

account, i6^^ the Spirit comes as a result of the anointing. The

verb used to describe the transformation effected in Saul is the

same found in Ex. 7^^ (E), where the rod is changed into a ser-

pent and Ex. 7^'-^ (E), where the waters are turned into blood.

— 7. The coming to pass of the signs will justify Saul in doing

whatever the occasion demands] cf Jd. 9^— for he will be sure of

the divine help.— 8. The verse is an evident interpolation into

the earliest narrative, but not necessarily late. It commands Saul

to go down to Gilgal and to wait there seven days for Samuel.

26. t'2''3-"i] is a corruption of iyi"'\ originally the conclusion of the pre-

ceding verse. — ni':'];^] some copies have ri^i"3 (Ginsb.). — njjn] Qre is

doubtless correct.— Dn':r] lacking in 6, is superfluous. Probably the origi-

nal text was without explicit subject (Bu. omits '^sicci Nin following We.).

Y^r\ is whatever is outside the house. — 27. »3>"')] gives the purpose of the
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command.— Tayi] is superfluous and is lacking in (SS.— dvd] it seems un-

necessary to tell him to stand t/iis very 7ninute, whereas in contrast to \}[\& pass-

ing on of the servant it would be natural to tell him to stand here. We should

probably emend to Di'?n with Kl.— X. 1. For kissing the king, Gen. 41*''

and Ps. 2^2 might be cited, but the text in both is suspicious.— iniro'ia n'?^]

the construction is apparently smooth. But as in the next verse Samuel goes

on to give the signs which are to come to pass, it is evident that something is

missing. (5 inserts after nSh the sentence given above, and this is adopted as

original by Th., We., KL, Dr., Bu., Ki., and Ginsb. (margin). It has dropped

out by homeoteleuton. — in'?nj] cf. 26^^ 2 S. 14I6 21^ Jer. 16^^.— 2. We
have assumed that Samuel's home was at Ramah, though this document no-

where so affirms. If the assumption be correct, Ramah can hardly be identi-

fied with Er-Ram, which is only three miles away from Gibeah. GASmith
suggests Beit Ritna on the western edge of Mt. Ephraim, while Ew. (GF/^.

III. p. 31, E. Tr. III. p. 21) puts it at Ram Allah, about ten miles north of

Jerusalem. The tradition which puts Rachel's tomb near Bethlehem seems

to go back to Gen. 3519 (E) 48' (J), but must be later than Jeremiah, as

shown above. The present text of Genesis seems to be interpolated in these

two passages.— n'iVs^] is intended to contain the name of a place— in

Zelzach. But the definition is already precise enough. The name of the

place from which the men were coming would be appropriate, in which case

from Zelah, the burial place of Kish in a later passage 2 S. 21^*, might be

conjectured. (5 has a confused variety of readings, one of them possibly

going back to D''n'?s, leaping, which is adopted by Ew. in grosser Eile ; an-

other ((§^) seems to reproduce Dnns meridie IL. — JwSii] should probably be

pointed as the participle (Bu.).— 3. P3'?ni] the verb is used of the quick

motion of the whirlwind, Hab. i^i, once apparently of transgressing the com-

mandment, Is. 24^. It does not seem especially appropriate here, therefore,

and the text may not be sound.— "iian Ji'^n] the conjecture which identi-

fies this with the Palm of Deborah is due to Ew. {GVI. III. p. 31, E. Tr. III.

p. 21).— niiDo] for reasons given above, the conjecture of Kl. ''3i'?d is plau-

sible and adopted by Bu., but 'So seems more likely, cf. 9". — 4. DnS">pr]

Svo a.wapxo.s SipTwv <3 evidently had msa, probably a corruption of an original

nnr:).— 5. Sn] found in the current editions is lacking in almost all MSS.

(De Rossi) and omitted by Ginsb.— osj] we should read a-'Sj with (SIL.

The word means (l) an officer or prefect ; (2) a garrison of soldiers
; (3) a

pillar. As Jonathan smote the one in question it seems most likely to have

been a single officer stationed by the Philistines as representative of their

authority.— \"i'i] the form is unexpected; Dr. compares 2 S. 5-* where also

a divine message is given. But there the message is a command and natu-

rally employs the jussive, which is inappropriate here. It seems necessary,

therefore, to correct to n\ni. The verb yjQ means he came suddenly upon

something.— ^ir\\ a string, but, as we use band, not necessarily a company

in single file.
— 'U1 nn-ijaSi] the whole is a circumstantial clause. The names

of the musical instruments here mentioned are translated, as nearly as may
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be, in the foregoing. An elaborate discussion is found in Weiss., Die Musi-

kalische Iitstrumente in d. Heiligen Schr. des Alien Teslamentes, Graz. 1895.

— 7. Bu. inserts '^'d before irs on the ground of (5. But this does not

seem necessary.— 8. That the verse does not belong to the original narrative

should be evident. It flatly contradicts the preceding command to Saul, to

act according to his own judgment and the leadings of Providence. It evi-

dently prepares for the paragraph 138-15 which also is an interruption to the

flow of the narrative. The interpolation is recognized as such by We. {Comp.

245, 248), Stade {GVI. I. p. 211), Co., Bu. I have given reasons in the

introduction for thinking the insertion not so late as is generally supposed.

—

Seven days shall thou wail . . . then I will tell thee'\ on the construction cf.

Moore, Judges, p. 350.

9-16. The return of Saul.— The author condenses his account,

dwelling only on the third of the three expected signs. Possibly

the narrative was once fuller. He now says that as Saul turned

to go from Samuel God gave him another undersiajiding] the

words do not seem inappropriate here, though they do not ex-

actly correspond to the place of Saul's ' conversion ' in the pre-

diction, v.". It is psychologically quite comprehensible that the

impulse should anticipate the predicted order of events.— 10. He
came thence to Gibeah'\ seems to be the correct reading. The
rest of the verse is sufficiently clear from v.*.— And he phiyed the

pfophet in the midst of them'] the verb is apparently denominative.

— 11. The result in the minds of the people is: that eve7-y one

who kneiv him in times past and saw him raving witli the proph-

ets said each, to his fellow : What now has come upon the son of

Kisli ? The Hebrew sentence is awkward, and perhaps should

be emended, but the general sense is clear. The question is

repeated in another form : Is Saul also among the prophets'] the

implication is that his former life had been of a very different

kind from theirs.— 12. The first clause is perfectly plain in

meaning in itself considered, but entirely unintelligible in this

context: And a manfrom there anstvered and said : And who is

their father? As generally interpreted, the question is intended

to say : the son of Kish is as much to be expected among tliem as

any one else ; prophetic inspiration does not depend upon parentage.

But this is so patent a fact that it seems needless to call attention

to it. The question what has happened to the son of Kish? does

not mean that Saul's parentage was such that he could not be
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expected to prophesy, but that his known individual character

was such that his prophesying was a surprise. On this theory the

question who is their father is indeed pia quidem vox sed quae

ipsi questioni non satisfecit (Schm.). Such an answer could

hardly be composed by our author. The original reading seems

to be lost. Because of this incident a proverb circulated in the

form: Is Saul also among the prophets ? The Rabbinical expos-

itors see in the question of v." an expression of surprise that the

son of so lowly a man as Kish should be found in such distin-

guished company. The reverse is more likely, for Kish has been

described as a well-to-do man, and it is evident from some pas-

sages in the historical books that the prophets did not stand high

in the estimation of the people.— 13. After a time Saul ceased

prophesying and went dow7i to the house'\ on the reading see

the note below. — 14. Saul's uncle asks about the journey.

—

15, 16. His further question as to Samuel's word only brought

out the reply : JVhy ! he told us that the asses werefound.

9. nvni] should he inM. The scribe was misled by the preceding series of

verbs (Dr.).— inis.iD] Jer. 48-'^ is the nearest parallel.— idhm] Zeph. 3^,

cited by Dr., protects the verb here (contra Kl.).— 3^] our word heai-l hardly

expresses the idea, which is that his t/iind was illuminated, cf. BDB. s.v.—
10. Dtt* is^m] Kal tpxerai ixeiOfv (5. As the servant has been lost sight of for

some time (5 seems to be correct. But if we adopt ait'D it seems clear that

something has dropped out.— 11. lyivSo vim] the nearest parallel seems to

be 2 S. 2-^ where we have N3n"'?3 \-im followed by ncpM in the apodosis. But

the point is here not chat a// zuho knew him saw him, but that all who knew

him and saza him asked the (luestion. It seems better and more vigorous

therefore to make iCNii begin the apodosis and omit n>'n with 3L. For the

construction cf. Nu. 2i^, where however the other tense is used.— ht'^d] on

the form of the question BDB. s.7>. nr.— 12. ai:'C] seems to have been read

DHD by (@.— an^ax] iraTifp avrov (@S I seems to give no help. VL interprets :

and who is their master ?— which seems as irrelevant as the ordinary transla-

tion.— 13. nnan] As Saul met the prophets coming from the Bamah he

would probably not go on thither but to his home. We. therefore conjectures

nnon. There he would meet his uncle who appears in the next verse.

—

14. The uncle on the father's side would have almost a father's claim.

—

16. Tijn ^J.^] the adverbial infinitive strengthens the verb : he told us, sure !

The second half of the verse is relegated to the margin by Bu. perhaps cor-

rectly. It really adds nothing to the sense.

—

'dc i:;n iii'n] is lacking in (5^.

On the meaning of n^j:.— The word is obscure and we can do little

more than note the bounds of our ignorance. The word does not seem to be
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Hebrew in its origin, as the verb exists only in the denominative forms. It is

however a good Semitic form, like i^sp a harvester, ^^p•3 an overseer. As

these examples show, nouns of this form usually describe a person who devotes

himself steadily to the particular action indicated by the root. The only clue

to the root meaning of N3J is in Arabic where it means: (i) he tittered a low

voice or sound, (2) he was elevated, (3) he zventfrom a land to another land.

Hoffmann (ZATIV. III. p. 87) explains (2) to be he rose into view, he comes

from another region, where we cannot see him, into our own. He therefore

supposes the nijj to be one who rises [is roused] from his sluggishness under

the influence ofa divine inspiration. This seems rather forced, however, and

as the organs of supernatural communication notoriously chirp, or mutter, or

give forth a murmuring sound, it seems most likely that the nabi was originally

the mutterer. Later we find Saul N3jnD under the influence of an evil spirit,

where the utterance of inarticulate sounds would probably be one of the

phenomena. The prophet is elsewhere called insane— >'J2'C— where also

the utterance of incoherent sounds is probably one of the symptoms, 2 K. 9^^

Jer. 29-^. The account of the nelnitn in the text reminds us strongly of the

priests of the Syrian goddess described by Lucian. The ' prophets ' of Baal,

also, rave about the altar, i K. i8'-'\

17-27. The public choice and anointing of Saul.— Samuel

calls the people to Mizpah and by the sacred lot selects a king.

The lot falls upon Saul who is found after some search and anointed.

He is received by some with enthusiasm while others are indifferent.

The account continues 8"'' directly. Having expostulated with

the representatives of the people at Ramah, Samuel is finally

directed to yield to their desires. He therefore (in this para-

graph) calls an assembly of the whole people to the sanctuary at

Mizpah. If the whole intervening story is left out, the narrative

is without a break. The style is homogeneous ; Mizpah is the

place of assembly here and in 7 ; the author here, as in 8, ex-

presses the idea that the monarchy is a rejection of Yahweh.

Our paragraph seems to be homogeneous down to -'". After this, we may

suspect that the dismission of the people to their homes is intended to prepare

the way for 11— the original continuation of -^* being 12'. I find no reason

for suspecting i^-i^a, with Cornill, or ^•ia^ with Budde. The evidences for a

comparatively late date are the same here as in other parts of the same docu-

ment. In accordance with his general theory Bu. derives the paragraph

from E.

17. A general assembly of the people is called at Mizpah as

in 7. The reason for the choice of Mizpah may be the same that
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influenced the author of Jd. 20.— 18. Yahweh agam reproaches

the people with ingratitude : / brought you up from Egypt and
delivered you froin the hand of Egypt, and from the hand of all

the kingdoms thativere oppressing yoii] the construction is unusual,

and it is possible that the passage has been interpolated.— 19.

Their sin is rejection of Yahweh : who has been your saviour'] the

same word is used of the judge, Jd. 3^^. The author has the idea

which is illustrated in the occurrence described in 7''". And ye

said: No! but a king shall thou place over us] the reference is

evidently to 8'^. In order to the fulfilment of their desire he

commands them to station themselves before Yahweh (who would

choose among them) : by your tribes and by your thousands'] the

thousand is a subdivision of a tribe Jd. 6^^— 20, 21. The choice

is made by the sacred lot, each tribe coming by its representatives

before the oracle and receiving the answer yes or no, until the

proper one is found. The account is parallel to Jos. f^^^, where

however there are four stages instead of three. In the first stage

the tribe of Benjamin is taken. This tribe was brought by its

clans and the clan of the Matrite ivas taken] the name occurs

nowhere else, and some have supposed an error. One of the

sons of Benjamin in Gen. 46-^ is Beker, which may be the original

here.* We should now insert with (^ : and he brought near the

clan of Matri man by tnan] the clause has fallen out of "^ but is

necessary to the sense. Kish would represent the household now
chosen. Among his sons the name of Saul finally came out, but

the man himself was not to be found.— 22. To the question :

Did the man come hither?] the oracle replied : He is hidden in

the baggage] out of modesty of course. Slight changes in the text

of this and the • following verse will be noted below.— 23. One

ran and fetched him thence and as he stood among the people he

was taller than all the people from his shoulder up7vard] a head

taller, as we should say. A Lapide quotes from the Aeneid

:

cunctis altior ibat (of Anchises), and : toto vertice supra est (of

Turnus), and similar language from Pliny concerning Trajan.

Before the invention of firearms, personal strength was essential

in a leader, as indeed it is still among the Arabs.f— 24. At the

* Ew., G Vn. III. p. 33 (E. Tr. 111. p. 23). f Doughty, II. p. 27 sq.
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presentation to the people, they shout : May the king live / the

usual greeting to a ruler, 2 S. 16^" i K. i"^-''^ 2 K. 11^". The

Emir of Hayil in Central Arabia is saluted with : O, long of days !

and his subjects in speaking of him say : God give him long

life !
* Whether this account originally added that Samuel anointed

Saul is not certain, but this is rendered probable by the language

of 15^— 25*. Samuel recited before the people the custom of the

kingdom and wj-ote it in a book and deposited it before Yahweh'] it

seems impossible to understand this of anything else than the

custom of the king already recited in 8^'^*. This was threatened

as the penalty of the people's choice. As they have persisted in

their choice, the threat will be carried out. The document is laid

up before Yahweh as a testimony, so that when they complain of

tyranny they can be pointed to the fact that they have brought it

upon themselves.

25*^-27. The original document seems to have joined 12^ (Sam-

uel's farewell) directly to ^'^. The rest of this chapter is inserted

to give room for 1 1 in which Saul appears still as a private citizen.

In the theory of the editor he did not assume kingly power at

once, because the people did not recognize him, or at least a

considerable part did not recognize him, as king. When Samuel

dismissed the people there went with Saul only the brave men

whose heart God had touched'^ the phrase does not occur else-

where (Jer. 4''^ is different) but the meaning is sufficiently evident.

But the base 7nen~\ lit. sons of belial, Jd. 19^^ said : Now shall

this fellow save us /] with a touch of contempt in the form of

the question. In consistency they brought him 710 present'] cf. 9''.

There is no thought as yet of fixed taxes. The two words at the

end of this verse in '%] belong to the next section!

17. pi'i"'] the Iliphil only here, but p^yrn is found in the meaning /u^ called

Old the warriors, 2 S. 20^* Jd. 410- 13.— 18. nin^ iCN'nj] the usual beginning

of a prophetic speech as 2^^.— iniSV'i] of the deliverance from Egypt, usual

in E but not confined to him.— D"Sn'?n nioSDCn] the disagreement in gender

may be accounted for by supposing the participle to be construed ad sensuni.

But I suspect the original had only nio'r'Dnn which a scribe found too sweeping

and tried to correct by insertion. The verb yrh is used Jd. 2^8 ^8 al., usually

* Doughty, II. pp. 55, 226.
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in Deuteronomistic passages.— 19. oroNx;] of the people's rejection of Yah-

weh 8^ Num. ii^' cf. 14^1 (late^.— i^] in the received text is replaced by nS

by the Qre and in a number of MSS., as well as in (gSSTIL. — nini ijd'? nsvin]

Jos.
24I.— 20. aipM] exactly as in Jos. 7!".— 21. i.-insro'? A7..- rnnijiT'DS Qre. As

the next verse begins with 1 the original may have been simply nini3'.;'cV ((§).

After iTJcn, (5^^ adds : Kal irpocrdyovcni' tt]1' (pvXriv 'Marrapel eh dvdpas, <§^

has an equivalent, but does not agree verbally. Probably a clause of this sig-

nificance has dropped out of |^ — so all recent scholars suppose.— 22. i':'n:;'1i]

Kal eirrjpu)Tr]cTev Sayuou^X ©^ 5. Probably the original was simply '7Ni:'m. For

the next clause li'^a oVn -\rj son, (@^ has : ei epxerai 6 dvrjp evravOa. This

alone corresponds to the answer which follows, and we restore (with Th., al.)

triNH dS.i Njn. The baggage of an army is •''t'on, 17^^ 25!^.— 23. li'iM] read

the singular with @; the unexpressed personal subject with the singular is

appropriate here.— 24. an-'Nin] with daghesh diriniens Ges.-^ § 22^.— 13] (5

reads i'?, but '2 inj is found i6*-''i'* 2 S. 6^1 Dt. 18^ 2V>.— 2;*n ^33] ev Trdaiv

v/xLv @. The case is difficult to decide; DoSoa is perhaps more likely to have

been changed (under the influence of the a^.i'So which precedes and follows)

than the reverse.— i>'"im] Kal eyvuffav (3^; the Hebrew seems to be original.

Before i>"\ii Bu. inserts by conjecture "I'^c'r innu'^ii, while Co. would apparently

insert the same words at the end of the verse. It is possible, however, that

this author supposed Saul not to have been anointed, and that the allusion in

15I is an interpolation. The command to Samuel in 8-^ says nothing of

anointing.— 26. S-'nn] the army '\% out of place here; read S^nn ^11 with (§

(Th., al.).— aaS^ dviVn >?jj"nr.s] no similar phrase has been pointed out.

—

27. nr] is used in contempt, 21^^ 25^1 2 S. 13^'^, cf. BDB. s.v.— i:'nnoD •'hm]

the words are a corruption of two which originally opened the following

paragraph.

Chapter XI. The Ammonite invasion, the part taken by Saul,

and the effect on his fortunes.— Nahash the Ammonite besieges

Jabesh Gilead, and the people offer to submit to him. But he

will put scorn upon them and upon all Israel, by putting out every

man's right eye. His contempt for Israel is seen in the confi-

dence with which he allows the Jabeshites to seek help from their

kinsmen. The messengers come to Gibeah, where the people are

moved to pity, but also to despair. Saul alone is aroused by the

message, and by the Spirit of God, to heroic measures. At his

peremptory summons the people march to the relief of the

beleaguered city. The Ammonites are taken completely by sur-

prise, and the deliverance is equally complete. In recognition

of Saul's kingly qualities, the people make him king at Gilgal with

religious rejoicing.
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The piece is a part of the narrative which we left at lo^''. The
tone is entirely different from that of io^'"-\ The author is in

ignorance of the public appointment of Saul as king. The mes-

sengers from Jabesh come to Gibeah, not to seek Saul, but to

appeal to the people. No one thinks it necessary to send for

Saul to the field. He comes home at the regular time, and then

has to inquire before he is told what is the matter. More com-

plete disregard of what is related as having taken place at Mizpah

could not be imagined. On the other hand, the entire consonance

of this chapter and 9^-10^*^ is evident, and the author seems to

have foreshadowed this event when he says : do as the occasio?i

se?'ves,for God is with thee (10'),

The resemblance between this passage and some of the early

narratives of the Book of Judges is plain. The integrity of the

piece has suffered in vv. ^-'", as will be shown.

1-3. The invasion and the terms offered.— It came to pass in

about a month'] the reading is that of (!§.— Nahash the Ammonite]

he is called later, king of the Bne Amnion. The name means

Serpent, cf. 2 S. 17-^ and Nahshon, Ex. 6"^. This Nahash lived

until some time after David was settled in Jerusalem, 2 S. 10-.

The Ammonites were kindred of Israel (Gen. iq"''"'^), but always

troublesome neighbours, cf. Moore on Jd. 1 1"*. In the theory of

the Israelitic writers they occupied the desert east of Gilead,

Dt. 2^*^^''^'', but they are represented as claiming the territory

as far as the Jordan. Probably they were not scrupulous about

an ancestral title, but like the Bedawin of the present day asserted

themselves wherever they had the power.— And besiegedJabesh

Gilead] lit. encainped upon. But where the Bedawin encamp

upon a territory they destroy it ; and while unable to undertake a

formal siege, they quickly reduce a walled town to submission by

depriving it of supplies, 2 K. 25^ Jabesh is mentioned Jd. 21 i

S. 31" 2 S. 2'''" 21^- and in Chronicles. It is placed by Eusebius

six miles from Pella on the road to Gerasa, and is now generally

identified with Ed-Deir on the Wady Yabis, which appears to

preserve the ancient name. The men of Jabesh are willing to

become tributaries.— Make terms with us thative may serve thee]

the Bedawin frequently reduce the towns of the oases to the con-
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dition here in mind, receiving a percentage of all crops. The
case of Khaibar when it surrendered to Mohammed is in point.

The covena7it here asked is evidently imposed by the stronger

party, cf. Jos. 9 ; but it naturally binds him to cease from further

molestation when it has once been ratified.— 2. The reply of

Nahash : On this stipulation I zvill make terms with you : the

boring out of every matins right eye'] lit. by boring outfor you every

right eye. Josephus supposes the intention to be to make them

unfit for war. But the Bedawy's motive is probably no deeper

than the pleasure of insulting an enemy : TJiereby I ivillput igno-

miny on all Israel] the disgrace of Jabesh would be a gibe in the

mouth of all Israel's enemies, cf. i f^^.
— 3. A respite of seven

days is asked : That we may send messengers through all the terri-

tory of Israel, and if there be none to save us we will come out to

thee. At the end of the verse (§^ adds that they sent out the

messengers, but such complementary insertions are not infrequent.

1. Kai eyevqdr) ojs fiera ixrjva <^^^; /cat ey^vero fxera fxrjva r)ix€pQiv (S^

evidently represents a variant of ir^nnsD ^hm which is found in Jlj at the end

of the preceding verse and there supposed to mean : and he was like one

holding his peace, that is, in reference to the scoffs of the crowd. But it is

difficult to see why the author should make a comparison when it would be

more natural to say directly and he held his peace. The reading of (S is restored

in the form l:'^^5^ 'HM by Th. and adopted by most later scholars. The form

ttnnOD is possible, as we see from Gen. t,^^* it'Sii'D^, but as the p is superfluous

I think cnn 1D3 more probable. On the identification of Jabesh Gilead, Eu-

sebius in OS. 268; Moore, Judges, p. 446, who cites the recent authorities.

— n>-\3 ljS~i-nD] the usual formula, Jos. 9^^ 242^ 2 S. 5^ 2 K. 1 1*. The term

seems to have originated in the cutting apart of a victim, cf. WRSmith, J\el.

Sein. pp. 297, 461 ; Doughty, II. p. 41 ; Valeton in ZA TIV. 12, p. 227 ff.; and

Kraetschmar, Die Bundesvorstellitig im AT. (1896).— 2. nxtj] apparently

the 3 of price. After djS 13 MSS. and (S^"^ add r-^-\i. But the omission

makes no difficulty.— aoS iipJ^] kv T<p efopi/^at vix.Q>v (S^^^^. That they should

do the mutilating themselves would be a refinement of cruelty. But the Bed-

awy might not so regard it.— npj is used of the ravens picking out the eye,

Prov. 30^'^; the Piel in the same sense Jd. 1621.— n^-iDB'i] ^^^ seems to omit

the suffix.— ^73] omitted by @^.— 3. ijpr] S.vdpes ©; the latter is favoured

by Bu. on the ground of v.^. But the conformity is more likely to be the result

of correction by a scribe than the dissimilation.— uS Tin] cf. 2 K. 4^'^. The

protasis with )\N"aNi is followed by perfect with waw consecutive as in Ex. 22^

Num. 279. The fact that pN has a participle under its government does not

make the sentence different from those cited.— ytt'io] with the accusative,

as in 1439 Jd. 6^^.
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4-7^. The reception of the message by Saul.— The mes-

sengers came to Gibeah of Saiil'\ the town seems to have gone by

this name later, Is. lO"". There were several other towns which

bore the name Gibeah. (^ has, to Gibeah to Saul, which is contra-

dicted by what follows. — The people wept aloud'] Jd. 2^ 21' i S.

30'* 2 S. 13'^.— 5. Saul was Just coming after the oxen from the

field'] as already noticed, the messengers made no inquiry for Saul,

no care was taken to send for him, no special attention was paid

to him when he came in sight, but he was left to find out the

cause of the commotion by questioning the people. All this

shows that it was not on account of Saul that the messengers came

to Gibeah.— 6. And the Spirit of Yahweh] so is probably to be

read with ((9 and some MSS. of %], favoured also by (J.— And
his wrath became very hot] in Jd. 14^''' also the Spirit of Yahweh

is the efficient cause of wrath.— 7^. And he took a yoke of oxen

and cut them in pieces] the verb is used of cutting up a sacrificial

victim, I K. iS-'^-^' and elsewhere; in one instance it describes

the cutting up of a human body Jd. 19-'' 20''. In this latter case

also the pieces are sent throughout all Israel. The threat con-

veyed is : Whoever comes not forth after Saul, so shall his oxen

be treated] Ewald's theory that the oxen were slain as a sacrifice

is without support in the text. The clause, and after Samuel, is

probably a later insertion.

5. N3] is apparently the participle. — ipa] is the ploughing cattle, so that

Saul had been tilling his field. Classic parallels for the king cultivating his

own fields are given in Poole, Synopsis.— 6. nSspi] the same verb in 10''.

—

D-'n'^vS] some AISS. have nin> which is favoured also by ©. v;":"'3 A7., V-'"3

Qre ; the latter is more vigorous.— Sxia::' nnsi] is a redactional insertion

(Co.).

7'3-ll. The deliverance.—A terrorfrom Yahtveh fell upon the

people and they gathered as one man'] the terror was a terror of

YaJmieh in that he sent it. Its object was Saul ; the people were

afraid to disobey. For they gathered (S, they went out is given by

1^.— 8. Bczck, the place of muster, is identified with Khii'bet

Ibzik, " thirteen miles northeast from Shechem on the road down

to Bethshan" (G. A. Smith, Geog. p. 336). The location is well

suited to be the starting-point in this expedition, being nearly

opposite Jabcsh Gilead. The enormous numbers— the Bne



XI. 4-1

1

79

Israel 300,000 and the men ofJudah 30,000— are to be judged

like similar data elsewhere, cf. Jd. 20"'.— 9. And he saidA^ Saul is

the subject ((§) : To-morroiv deliverance luill come to yozi when the

sun grozus hot~\ Saul had detained the messengers until he could

give a definite answer. The people of Jabesh naturally rejoiced

at receiving the assurance.— 10. To keep the besiegers in false

security, the men of Jabesh promise to come out to them on the

next day : Andyou shall do to us whateveryou please^ lit. accord-

ing to all that is good in your eyes, cf. 3^^ 1486.40 ^ g. 10^" Jd. 19-^—
11. The morrow began at sunset of the day on which the message

was sent, so the army doubtless marched all night as Josephus says.

Saul divided his troops into three columns as did Gideon, Jd. 7^*^,

and Abimelech Jd. 9*^ The adv^antage of attacking on different

sides at the same time is obvious.— And they came into the midst

of the camp] the attack was not discovered until the Israelites

were already in the midst of the scattered camp. The morning

watch is mentioned also Ex. 14-^ ; the night was divided into

three watches, notice the middle watch, Jd. 7^^— And they smote

Amjtiojt until the heat of the day and there was . . .] the word is

probably corrupt. What we expect is a statement that there was

a great slaughter or a great panic. They scattered and ihei-e were

not left two together.

Note.—The reason for rejecting the numbers in v.* is that in the time of

Deborah the total fighting strength was 40,000 men, Jd. 5^, and under great

stress Barak was able to bring only ten thousand into the field. There is no

reason to suppose that Israel had greatly increased since that time; the

Philistine oppression indicates the reverse. The later account of Saul's cam-

paigns makes the impression that he at no time commanded a large force. On
the other hand, the ease with which numbers increase in size on paper is seen

from (5 here which doubles the 300,000 of |t^, while Josephus raises it to

700,000.

7b. insm] does not give a bad sense, but as (S renders ipi'vi, this is restored

by We., al.; the phrase nnx !;"in3 is used with verbs meaning to gather, Jd. 20^

Ezra 3^ Neh. 8^; nowhere with Ni'v— 8. A Bezek is mentioned in Jd. i*

where it would be supposed to be in Judah. (§ seems to have read in

RaniaJi, which however was early corrupted to Bautah or Bala (I). The

identification of our Bezek with Khirbet Ibzik is as old as the fourteenth

century, cf. Moore on Jd. i^.— 9. n?:Nii] koI eiwev ©-^^ ;§ apparently correct.

— Dn3] DHD ^;v fixes the point of time more exactly.— 10. ir3> ^trjx noN^i]

© adds to NaJiash the Ainnionite and something of the kind seems necessary.
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But I suspect the original reading to have been only ii'njS ncxM and that the

second word was corrupted to ''•^'jx. For 3i3n-So3, (5^^ gives simply rb dyadov,

and the shorter reading is to be preferred.— 11. di'u'ni] of the divisions of the

army, Jd. y^^ 934.43 j 3. 131^. On the double accusative, Dav., Syntax, § 76.

For Amnion (5 gives sons ofAmnion which accords with almost uniform usage.

— anxi'jn] can be construed (of. lo^^ 2 S. 2^^), but it is extremely awkward.

Some relief is given by changing inii to ani', but the corruption is probably

deeper.

12-15. The installation of Saul. — The people demand Saul

as king, and, going down to Gilgal, they celebrate a feast of coro-

nation— except that we hear nothing of a crown.

The paragraph has been worked over to fit the present com-

posite narrative. Samuel probably had no place in the original

document— the related section, 9^-10^®, makes him only the seer

of a single town. There is no reason why he should accompany

Saul to the war or why he should officiate at his public recogni-

tion. But in vv.^-'^* we find Samuel acting as leader and recog-

nized authority. There is reason to suppose, therefore, that these

verses in their present shape are the redactional bonds between

the two streams of narrative. Verse ^^, on the other hand, may
be a fragment of the original narrative, but something must have

stood between it and v.".

13-15. The evidences of adaptation to the present situation found in w.'--^*

are emphasized by We. {Comp. p. 243) and Stade {GVI. I. p. 212). The three

verses are regarded as an interpolation by Co. (^Einl'^. p. 100), and Bu. (^RS.

p. 173). Driver specifies only v.i** as redactional {^LOT^. p. 176).

12. Who is he who says : Saul shall not reign over us?'\ the

negative is omitted in the current Hebrew, but found in (§Si2E as

well as some MSS. — 13. And Saul said~\ the traces of a reading

and Samuel said are of no value. Saul's magnanimity is the

point of the reply.— Not a man shall be put to death'\ the verb

in this form is generally used of inflicting death as a penalty.—
14. Samuel proposes to go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom

the?-e'] there is no reason to suppose that the Gilgal here men-

tioned is any but the well-known sanctuary in the Jordan valley,

not far from Jericho (Jos. 4^"'^ Jd. 2^). The word renew the king-

dom is a palpable allusion to the preceding account, and therefore

redactional. On the other hand, Gilgal seems to belong to the
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main stratum, for otherwise tlie people would have been invited

again to Mizpah.— 15. They made Saul king\ the verb is the

same used in 8-^. — There before Yahweh in Gilgal^ the repeated

mention of Gilgal seems superfluous, but is perhaps intended to

bring out the importance of the occasion. — They sacrificed there

sacrifices, peace offerings'] the phrase sacrifices of peace offerings

is more common. The rendering peace offerings is conventional,

as the original meaning of the word is unknown. It designates

the offerings in which the greater part of the flesh forms a sacrifi-

cial meal. The rejoicing before Yahweh is a prominent element

in early worship.

12. ^SD1 SiNtr] may possibly be a question without the interrogative particle,

but of the examples cited as parallel some, at least, do not belong here. Either

the r\ or the negative has dropped out; and as the latter has external authority

((5<S2C) it seems best to restore it. Kl.'s conjecture : Rather let Sheol ride

over us ! may be cited as a curiosity.— 13. '?iNr] TlafiovriX (5^ is a mere cleri-

cal error.— 14. Gilgal in this passage might be supposed to be the Gilgal in

Mt. Ephraim, 2 K. 2^. But elsewhere in the Books of Samuel the Gilgal in the

Jordan valley is intended. So in lo^ where niT' is appropriate only to the

lower site, of. 13^^. The name (usually written or pointed with the article)

means the circle and designated a circle of sacred stones, a cromlech, cf. Dr.

on Dt. 11^', Moore on Jd. 2^. For the location we have Jos. 4^^- -^', Eusebius

OS. p. 243, Baedeker Pal'-, p. 167.— i;nn;i] the Piel seems to occur in late

passages. Kl. tries to make it mean let tis inaugurate the kingdom, so

avoiding reference to the earlier anointing. But this is not supported by any

other passage.— 15. IsVdm] (S reads: koX e'xpto'ej' So/xoi/tjX ^/cet [t6j' 2aoi)X]

els pa<7i\^a. The shorter text seems original.— bidSw'] maybe the offerings

which show the undisturbed relations which exist between God and the wor-

shipper, Stade, G VI. I. p. 496. (& inserts /coi before the word here.

XII. Samuel's farewell address. — Samuel addresses the peo--

pie, protesting his integrity during a long career. The people

bear him witness. He then reviews Yahweh's dealings with Israel

from the time of Moses, and enumerates their backslidings, the

punishments which had followed, and the deliverances which

came when they cried to Yahweh. In spite of this experience

they had not trusted Yahweh in the recent danger from Nahash,

but had demanded a king. If they and their king should fear

Yahweh, it might yet be well. But if. they should be rebellious,

king and people would be destroyed. In evidence of the truth
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of his words he ofifers a miracle, and Yahvveh sends it in the shape

of a thunderstorm, though the season is wheat harvest. The
people are terrified, and confess that the demand for a king is

another in their list of sins. Samuel encourages them that Yahweh
will not reject them, but repeats his warning against defection.

The contrast in thought and style between this section and the

preceding is obvious, and equally obvious is its resemblance to

7, 8, and lo^''-^ Outside the Books of Samuel the nearest paral-

lel is Jos. 24— Joshua's farewell address. The present chapter

seems to be less original than that, and is possibly framed after it

as a model. The thought and language remind us of the frame-

work of the Book of Judges, and there is no violence in the sup-

position that this address once closed the account of the period

of the Judges, as Joshua's farewell address closed the account of

the conquest of Canaan. In this case the author who set forth

his scheme of history in Jd. 2^-3
", and repeated it in Jd. 10^^*,

closed his book (or this section of the history of Israel) with this

chapter as a retrospect.

On the relation between this section and the framework of the Book of

Judges, see Moore, Judges, p. xxiii. Graf's theory that this was the closing

section of the pre-Deuteronomic Judges seems disproved by the style and

vocabulary, as does Bu.'s (^RS. p. 182) that it belongs to E'^ which he puts

before 650 B.C. The question is important enough to warrant a somewhat

detailed examination of the usage of the section. We should first notice that

Bu. strikes out a number of clauses as Deuteronomistic expansions. But there

seems to be no evidence for such a working over of the chapter as this would

imply. Leaving these in the text we note the following affinities : 1. \"i>c"l:'

d':'V2] frequent in D.— 2. aDiJO*? ^VnnD] Gen.48i^(E).— 3. nia-c] frequent

in Sam. and Psalms.— \-i|i::7] Lev. 19^^ £>(;_
24I* 28-^, frequent in Ezek. and

the second Isaiah.— \ni"i] in connexion with pi:';? in Dt. 28^^ Am. 4I and in

many confessedly late authors.— nsi np'?] Num. 35^'^- (P) Am. 51^.

—

z-h-;^

^JV] Lev. 20*.— 4. ddind] Gen. 39^8 40I5
(J) Num. 22^^ (E) Dt. i^^'^.—

5. nini n;;] occurs nowhere else, but nearly parallel are those passages in

which a sacred object is made witness to a declaration, as Jos. 22^'^ (P)

Gen. 31** (JE).— 6. rm-)'\ of appointing men to a work, i K. \2^^ 2 K. 21"

Is. 28^^ Eccl. 2*.— Moses and Aaron'] usually associated in P and Chr.,

nowhere in the historical or prophetical books except here — Jl/oses, Aaron,

and Miriam stands by itself (Mic. 6*).— nSjjn] of the deliverance from Egypt

in E, D, Hos. 12^* Jer. 16I* 23'^ al. and in redactional passages.— 7. i3X\-in]

Ex. 14I3
(J) I S. lo^''.— nMii'Xi] in this sense Jer. 2^^ Ezek. 2o'^'*' Joel 4^ and

other late passages.— nin> nipii] Jd.
5II and, with a different shaile of mean-
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ing, Mic. 6^.— 8. ansa apj;'' n3] Gen. 46^ Ex. i^ (both P).— nini-"?** ypyvi']

a standing phrase of the Deuteronomistic redactor of Jd.; cf. i S. "j^-^ 8^*.

—

DUi'^:'''!] Lev. 23'*3 Ezek. 3611-33.— 9. 113 n^nii] Jd. 2^* 3^4'^ lo''.— 10. usan

1J3TJJ 13] Jd. loi". 2r; is used of forsaking the true God, Jd. lo^'^i^ Dt. 2S-*

31^^ Jer. 16II and often in Kings.— D'iS;?3n] Jd. 2^^, cf. 2^^ where the Ashtaroth

are brought in as here.— 11. aDi3>N T'd] 2 K. 1739.— a^acD D30in] Dt. 12I'*

2513 Jos. 23I
Jd. 2^* 831.— n-j^ i^B-ni] Dt. 12I''.— 12. qddSd ninii] Is. 332'^43i^

— 14. nini-pN iN-\in"DN] Dt. 6^- ^3 lo^o Jos. 24I*.— nini ifl-nN nan] Num. 20^*

27I* (P) Dt. i26-*3 923 I K. 1321- 26.— 15. aoa nini-i> nn^m] Ex. 93 (J) Dt. 2^^

Jd. 215 I S. 713.— 16. DD'r^jS na-y] Dt. i3o 434 29I Ex. 720 (E).— 17. mSp jn^i]

Ex. 923 (E).— Sin:;''? Dn'ia'j? icx] the infinitive with S, specifying more nearly

what is meant by a preceding noun, is found Gen. 18^^ (R) Dt. 9^^ Jd. 9^'' (E)

2 S. 13I6
I K. 16" Neh. 13^.— 19. i-;2 S^arn] Gen. 20^ (E) Dt. 920, frequent

in Jer.— 20. nnxa mDn~Sx] 2 K. 18^ 2 Chr. 3433.— 21. inn] notoriously a

late word, applied to false gods in Is. 4129,— i'?i;?ii~nS] Is. 44^° Jer. 2^ al.—
22. nin^ ^'B^] Jd.

6i3 Is. 2^ Jer. 12^ Ps. 94I*.— mt:' -\^TJ2'] cf. Jos. 7^ Is. 48^

Ezek. 2o9- 14- 22._ nin> S^Nin] 2 S. 72^ and the parallel i Chr. 172T Job 69.—

To make yoii a people for himself^ does not occur elsewhere in this exact

wording, but the idea is frequent in Dt.— 23, "nia innim] Ps. 25* 27!^ 32^.

— 24. The first half of the verse is nearly the same as Jos. 24"^— With all

your heart'] Jer. 29^3 Joel 2^2, frequent in Dt. with the addition atid with all

your soul.— a3c;? Snjn] Ps. 1262-3.— 25. lyin ynn] i Chr. 21".— idd.-i]

Gen. 19I5-"
I S. 2610 27I Num. i626.

It must be evident that the passage shows dependence on Dt. and acquaint-

ance with Jer., Ezek., and possibly later writers. The identification with £2

does not therefore seem well grounded, and Graf's theory also falls to the

ground. That the author is acquamted with 1 1 is seen from his allusion to

Nahash.

1-5. Samuel resigns his office.— He opens his speech by stat-

ing the situation : / have hearkened to your voice . . . and have

appointed a king over you : Now, behold ! the king is ivalking

before you'] the king is thought of as a shepherd walking before

his flock. A paraphrase is Num. 2 7^'^*"- (P). The kingless people

are sheep without a shepherd. The Homeric parallel is well

known.— But as for me I am old and gj-ay and my sons are

among you] already mature men who show that their father is

advancing in years. Any other reason cannot be imagined for

the mention of the sons here.— And I have walked before you

from youth until this day] as Saul is now to do— the people

walk at the heels of the leader, 25-^.— 3. A challenge as to his

own fidelity : I/ere am I ! Testify against me] the phrase is

generally used of a witness who testifies to a crime. The ques-
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tions which follow are, perhaps purposely, cast in rhythmical form

with assonance at the end :

Eth shor mi lakdhti

Wa-haiitor mi lakdhti

We-eth mi 'ashdkti

Eth mi ra((6thi

U-miyyad mi lakdhti kSpher.

The tendency of the prophets to cast their oracles in poetic form

is illustrated elsewhere. The questions all refer to judicial hon-

esty, which has always been rare in the East. Frequent enact-

ments and exhortations in the Old Testament testify to the venality

of the judges in Israel. Samuel asks : Wliose ox have I taken ?

Or whose ass have I taken ? He then puts the more general

questions : Whojn have I oppressed? Whom have I maltreated

?

The verbs are elsewhere joined to describe the oppression of the

weak by the powerful. Orfrom whose hand have I taken a gift,

that I might blind my eyes with it? The different reading of (§

will be discussed below. The verb meaning blind ys, found Lev. 20*

2 K. 4^ Is. i^^ Ezek. 22-^. That a gift blinds the clear-sighted is

declared Ex. 23*, cf. Dt. 16^^. Testify agaijist fne, and I will restore

it to you ! Such seems the best reading. And I will answer you,

which has been proposed, does not seem appropriate, and would

require an additional word.— 4. The people acquit Samuel, in

the words which he himself has used.— 5. He solemnly concludes

his attestation by making Yahweh and the king witness : Yahweh

is witness and his anointed is witness'] the king as the anointed of

Yahweh meets us in several instances in the later history. Doubt-

less the anointing has consecrated the king so that he is appropri-

ately introduced in this connexion. — Tliat ye have not found in

my hand anything] that would be a cause of accusation.— And

they said : He is witness] confirmatory of what Samuel has just

said. The assertion is made of Yahweh only, who is the principal

person.

1. h onncN—iS'N SaS] is superfluous, but this author is diffuse throughout.

— 2. "iSnncj is lacking in S.

—

ijni] is somewhat emphatic— Said is now

your leader, but I for my part have been your leader a long time.— 3. ''3 ijj']

Ex. 20'^ Num. 353" Dt. 19I6. Before each clause of the second couplet (S

inserts the conjunction or (= 1). — n •'j">;7 d^S^'Ni] seems to be perfectly good
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Hebrew. ©'^^ reads koI viroSrjfia ; airoKpiOriTe kut' 4/jlov. As pointed out by

Cappellus (Crt/tca Sacra, p. 265), this must represent o M'j d^S>ji. This is

adopted as original by Th., We., Dr., Ki., and has influenced Sirach (461^),

as pointed out by Schleusner, Thesaurus, s.v. inroSriixa (the reading is found

in the newly discovered Hebrew fragments). A shoestring is proverbial for a

thing of little worth, Gen. 14^3, as it is in Arabic (Goldziher in Jour. Assyr.

VII. p. 296). But the coordination D'''?;"J1 idd for a bribe even a pair of shoes

seems strange. We should expect at least 3iS;jj dj, or a-iSyj n^i (Kl.). For

this reason it seems best to retain PJ. It has been supposed that the pair of

shoes in Am. 2^ is a symbol of transfer of real estate, in which case D"''?>'ji idj

might mean gifts of money or deeds of real estate ; and this may be the origin

of the Syriac text of Sirach quoted by Dr., gift or present. After n ^y; we

may, however, restore •'a uv (Bu.), the phrases being so much alike that

one was easily lost; I is conflate. — 5. At the end of the verse -i?:nm Kt. would

be possible, but to the solemn adjuration we should expect the whole people

to reply. The margin of the Massoretic edition, therefore, emends to nDNM,

which is found in the text of some editions, and is represented in (5S1L3C.

6-12. The historical retrospect.— Samuel recites the benefits

received from Yahweh and the people's ingratitude in return.

The beginning of the paragraph is obscure from corruption of

the text. We find in |^ only Yahweh who appointed Moses and

Aaron, which is then left without predicate. Fairly satisfactory

is the reading of (!l : Witness is Yahweh, though it may not be

the original.— Who appoitited Afoses'] is the accepted transla-

tion, though who 7arought taith Moses is possible, and is perhaps

favoured by the following verse.— 7. And now take your stand

that I may plead zvith you concerning all thejust deeds of Yahweh~\

this, the text of ^, seems to give a good sense. The expanded

text of (!^, that I may plead with you and make knoivn to you

(generally adopted), seems to be secondary. The reading of f^

is supported by Ezek. 1
7-".— 8. The historical sketch proper now

begins, taking the sojourn in Egypt as the starting-point : When

Jacob came to Egypt the Egyptians oppressed theni] the second

clause has dropped out of ^, but is preserved in (§.— And your

fathers cried to Yahweh and Yahweh sent Moses and Aaron to

bring outyourfather's , and made them dwell in this place"] this is

to be preferred to and they made thejti dwell |^, " which is just

what Moses and Aaron did not make them do" (Dr.).— 9. The

deliverance was followed by ingratitude : They forgot Yahtveh their

God, and he sold them into the hand of Sisera] the phrase is often
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used of God's delivering over his people into the power of their

enemies. It is evidently connected with the prophetic view of

Israel as Yahweh's spouse whom for her adulteries he sold into

slavery. The list of oppressors here, Si'sera, the Philistines, the

king of Aloab, does not pretend to follow the order of the Book

of Judges.— 10. The repentance and confession, followed by a

prayer for forgiveness, make use of the language of Jd. io'°. On
the Baals and the Astartes, cf. above, 7^— 11. Yahweh had sent

as deliverers Jerubbaal and Barak and Jephthah and Samuel'\

Barak is adopted from ^ instead of the Bedan of ^, a name not

otherwise known except in the genealogical list i Chr. 'f . As

the present passage is wholly dependent on the Book of Judges,

it is unlikely that it has preserved for us the name of a deliverer

otherwise unknown. Rabbinical ingenuity has identified Bedan

with y^/r, Jd. 10^, and Samson. The introduction of Samuel into

the list occasions no surprise, for the author makes him no whit

below the greatest of the judges ; and the very point of the argu-

ment is that they had just rebelled against him. There is, there-

fore, no reason for changing the text at this point.—And delivered

youfrom the hand ofyour enemies round about and you divelt in

security\ almost exactly as in Dt. 12^", The point of view is pal-

pably the same as that of 7^'\— 12. The author is so dominated

by his idea that he represents the attack of Nahash as the occa-

sion of the demand for a king : You saw that Nahash king of

Ammon came against you~\ Bu. thinks the words a later insertion,

but they seem necessary to the sense.— Andyou said to me : No I

but a king shall rule over us, when Yahweh your God is your king^

the point of view distinctly affirmed.

6. nini] so isolated cannot be right : Kiycav /xdprvs Kvptos (& represents

nini Tj ncs*? which is now generally adopted. & has Yahweh alone is God

and (§^ adds b ^eJs to icvptos. It is possible therefore that the original was

dtiSmh Nin nini which is more appropriate to this fresh start in the speech.

—

HiS n'i'y] the verb is unusual in the sense of appointing to a work, but the

combination occurs just below of working with one. The rendering of 3C:

who did great things by the hand of Moses is probably only a paraphrase.

—

7. nipiS~Sj p.s] (Q prefixes koX airayyiAw vfiti' on the ground of which most

recent editors insert sdS muxi. But the case seems to be one in which the

more difficult reading should be retained. The//«^ is lacking in I (Cod. Goth.

Leg. apud Vercellone).— 8. ansa] © adds koX eTaneiuaxxfv avrovs AlyvnTOs —
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DnxD D3p^ which is probably original (Dr., al.), as the omission can be ac-

counted for by homeoteleulon. On the other hand Jacob and his sons ©,
instead of the simple Jacob, seems to be a scribe's expansion. — iN^'Svi] as the

emphasis is laid upon Yahweh's activity all through, f^riyayev (S^^ may be

right. More attractive however is the simple change of pointing to iNii'vi

(We.) which makes the verb subordinate to the preceding.— cu^^mm] here

the singular is decidedly to be preferred (We.), supported by (5S.— 9. For

Hazof (§ \\.z.% Jabin king of Hazor, adopted by We., Bu. The latter is in

accordance with Jd. 4'', but the other is not so entirely without analogy as We.
supposes; cf. I K. 2^-.— 10. ncNM Kt.: read nCNii Qre and versions.

—

nnncV'i] tois aAo-eirir/ (5 as in y"-*.— 11. '?;;3T'] as Jd. 8^9; Deborah is read

here by S which inserts Gideon later.— \^1'\ has given the exegetes much
trouble. ST renders it \\vov on the theory that it represents p p, as is given

by some of the Rabbinical expositors and set forth by Pseudo-Hieronymus in

his Questiones {Nier. Op. Ed. Vallarsi, III. 814). Barak (gS which is read

by most recent scholars (including Keil) is the most suitable name. Ew.

{GV/^. II. p. 514, Engl. Tr. II. p. 364) revived an old conjecture mentioned

by Clericus and Michaelis that Abdon is the original name (cf. Jd. 121^).

—

SNiD'i'J Samso7i 1^^'% which is adopted by Kl., owes its place to the theory

that Samuel would not put his own name here. But the writer found in

Samuel the climax of the address, and there is no reason for changing the

text or supposing '7NiDa'"nN'i to be a later insertion (Bu. and apparently Dr.),—
n'j:3] the accusative of condition, Dav. .S)'«/'«jf, § 'job.— 12. D3o'?D aD\n'7N nin>i]

the clause is lacking in (§. The view which it expresses is found also in Jd.

82-^ (cf. Moore's note) and i S. 8''.

13-18. The threat of punishment upon people and king in

case they turn aside from Yahweh, and its attestation by a miracle.

— 13. And noiv'\ frequently marks a turn in the discourse or

draws a conclusion from what precedes, Jos. 24"- -^
Jd. 9'*^. Be-

hold the king ivhich you have chosen~\ the received text adds which

you asked, lacking in (H^. Even without it the verse is overfull.

And behold ! Yahweh has set over you a kijig] the desire has been

fulfilled.— 14. The promise in case of obedience : If you fear

Yahtveh . . . then you shall live"] on the reading see the critical

note.— 15. The alternative threat uses the same expressions

:

hearken to the voice, rebel against the mouth. The penalty threat-

ened is : then the hand of Yahweh ivill be against you and your

king to destroy you~\ the text of |^ has and against your fathers

which is absurd.— 16. In confirmation of the prophet's word

the people are to see the great thing which Yahweh is about to

do~\ namely, send a thunder-storm in summer.— 17. Is it not



88 I SAMUEL

wheat harvest to-day .?] the wheat is ripe after the barley, the first

of which is cut at Passover. In this season rain rarely falls in

Palestine.* / ivill call upon Yahweh and he ivill send thunder and

rain'\ lit. voices and rain. The thunder is the voice of Yahweh,

Ps. iS''* 2(^'. The result will be their conviction of the great sin

they had committed in asking a king.— 18. The event was as

Samuel had predicted. At his prayer the voices and the rain

came : and all the people feared Yahweh and Samuel.

13. D.'^SvSr iu'n] omitted in (S'^ but represented in <Q^^ with a 1 prefixed,

as is the case in many MSS. of ^J. The words are an insertion made to

counteract the impression that the people themselves had elected the king.

The shorter text is noted by Capp. Notae Criticae, p. 436, and is adopted by

most recent critics.— njni] the 1 is omitted by 9 MSS. (DeR.) and Si, but the

latter is free in its treatment of the conjunctions.— 14. The text of J^ is usu-

ally taken as "a protasis ending with an aposiopesis" (Dr. Notes) : Ifye fear

Yahweh . . . and follo-iu . . . after Yahweh your God— the conclusion is

left to the thought of the hearer. But the protasis is unconscionably long, and

there is no such reason for the abrupt breaking off as we readily discover in

Ex. 32^^ (Moses' impassioned intercession). To begin the apodosis with anini

is grammatically the correct thing to do, but it makes an identical proposition :

ifyoti fear Yahweh . . . then you willfollow Yahweh. (B^ feels the difficulty,

for it adds at the end of the sentence koL ilehelrai vfxas, which, however, has

no other authority. We. gives anim as the reading of certain Hebr. MSS. and

in one recension of ST we find pinn% though DeR. denies the manuscript au-

thority and finds that of the version slight. As a conjecture the reading rec-

ommends itself, even without any external authority. I have therefore adopted

it, omitting the clause aDM^N nini -ihn, which was probably added after the

corruption to Dn\-ii had taken place (so Kl.). That the people may live \^

frequently given as the end of obedience, Dt. 4I Am. 5I*. — 15. ajTi^Nai] is

evidently unsatisfactory : koI iwl rhv ^aaiXea vfxiev (S'^ is what we require.

But (§^ is probably right in adding i^oAo&pfvaai vinas — 2D^ON^'?, for this alone

could give rise to the corrupt reading. The text of (5^ is adopted by KL, Bu.

Tanchum and Kimchi make u^^r^2i<2Mnea.n and zi/>o}i yottr ^ings, hut this is

forced. ^^ translate: as it toas u/)on your fathers, and a.re foWowed hy EV.

— but this does violence to the Hebrew.— 16. npji-Dl] is used for variety,

np;i having been twice used. — 17. i>ii] the imperative expressing the conse-

quence of the preceding verb, cf. Gen. 20'', Konig, Syntax, 3647. — ^iNC''?]

where we should say in askitig. This construction is not uncommon in

Hebrew, cf. Konig, Syntax, 402.v. The clause 7vhich ye have done in the eyes

of Yahweh is lacking in S. — 18. ins] is differently placed in |t] and <5, and

* Jorome, in his commentary on Amos 4'', is cited by Clericus, but he says only

that he has never seen rain in the latter part of June or in July.
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therefore suspicious. We have had occasion to notice that such words are of

easy insertion.

19-25. The people's confession and Samuel's concluding ex-

hortation.— The people, in fear of death because of this crowning

sin, beseech Samuel's intercession : Pt-ay for thy servants to Yah-

weh thy God] that Samuel stands in a special relation to Yahweh
is evident from the language.— 20. He encourages them : Ve,

indeed, have done this evil, only do not turn aside from following

Yahweli] 2 Chr. 25^ 34''^.— 21. And do not turn aside after the

nothings'] the word must be taken collectively on account of the

verbs which follow : Which do notprofit and do not deliver, for they

are Jiothing] the language is that of Second Isaiah.— 22. They

have reason to be hopeful : For Yahweh will not cast away

his peoplefor the sake of his great name] for the verb cf. Jd. 6'^^

:

and no7v Yahweh has cast us off. That Yahweh will save his peo-

ple for his name's sake is a comparatively late conception, Jos. f
(P). That his reputation will suffer if he rejects them is evident

:

For Yahweh has undertaken to make you a people for himself] on

the main verb cf Moore, Judges, p. 47.— 23. The prophet will do

his part : For my part—far be itf-om me that I should sin against

YaJnveh, that I should cease to prayfor you] to neglect his media-

torial opportunity would be to sin against both parties.— 24. The

condition is that they should serve Yahweh with steadfastness :

Foryou see what a great thing he has wrought in your presence']

not for you, as in EV. The reference is to the miracle just wit-

nessed.— 25. In case of persistence in evil they and their king

shall be destroyed ; the verb is used of being killed in battle i S.

26^° 27^ and probably looks forward to Saul's death at Gilboa.

19. nj;-\] KoL KaKias t)ixo>v @^'; we expect rather pxth n;jin.— 20. Sd] is

lacking in ^^.— 21. "13] is entirely meaningless (We., Dr.) and is not rep-

resented in the versions. A scribe may have written nnxTD under the influ-

ence of the preceding verse and afterwards tried to make it fit here by chang-

ing the first letter to ^0.— 22. V^Nin] juravit % indicates n'-'s—, but no change

is necessary.— 23. ^jm ai] the casus pendens, Dr. Tenses^, § 196, Dav. Syn-

tax, § 106. — JD ''? nSiSn] is a common construction : it is too profane a thing

for me to do, cf. Jos. 24^^.— yy^':^ asPN \-inini] cf. Ps. 258- '2 32^ Prov. 4I1.

— 1113] should probably be pointed with the article (Kl., Bu.). — 24. wi^J

on the form Stade, Gram, iii, 2.— 24. With allyour heart ; (g prefixes and.

— INI 13] c»t; ei'SfTC <^ = .t'N-i t, is certainly smoother.
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XIII. and XIV. The revolt against the Philistines and the

first successful attack. — Jonathan, Saul's son, opens the war for

independence by slaying the resident of the Philistines. The
enemy immediately invade the country and take up a strong posi-

tion whence they ravage the land. Saul's force melts away until

he has only six hundred men left and does not feel able to attack.

At this juncture, Jonathan with his adjutant makes a foolhardy

assault upon a detached post of the Philistines. His success

throws their main camp into confusion. The commotion is visible

to Saul who, without waiting for the answer of the oracle (which

he has begun to consult), musters his men and leads them against

the foe. He is reenforced by deserting Hebrews from the Philis-

tine camp, and the day is spent in pursuing and plundering.

The success is less pronounced than it might have been, because

Saul lays a taboo on the eating of food. Thereby the people

become too faint for successful pursuit, and, when the day ends,

fall upon the captured cattle in such haste as to eat with the

blood. Saul therefore commands a large stone to be used as

an altar, and the animals are slain at it without further ritual

offence.

The sequel is unexpected to Saul, for, on consulting the oracle

with reference to a night attack, he receives no reply. He under-

stands that Yahweh is angry because of the violation of the taboo.

The guilty party is sought by the sacred lot and discovered to be

Jonathan. He confesses that he ate a little honey in ignorance

of his father's objurgation, and avows his willingness to die. But

the people intervene and redeem him. There is by this time no

thought of further warfare, and the campaign terminates without

decisive advantage to either side.

This is the main narrative. It is interrupted (besides minor

interpolations) by two digressions; one (13''"''') gives us at Gilgal

an interview between Samuel and Saul in which the latter is in-

formed of his rejection; the second (13^""") describes the dis-

armed condition of Israel. At the end of the section (i4''"'^') we

find a general summary of Saul's activity which may have been

added by a later hand. Aside from these, the story is clear and

connected, and we have no difficulty in identifying it as a part of

the life of Saul which began in 9^-10^''',
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There is substantial unanimity in the analysis,* and in the connexion of the

main stream of the narrative with the earlier account of Saul's election. The
reason for regarding the sections separated above as of later date than the rest

of the story, lie on the surface, but will be pointed out in detail in the course

of the exposition. The student may be referred to We., Coiiip. pp. 246-248,

Prol^. pp. 266-272; Stade, GVI. I. p. 215 ff.; Kuenen, HCO-. pp. 371, 381;

Budde, RS. pp. 191 f., 204-208, and his te.\t in SBOT.; Cornill, Einl^. p.

97 f., ZATW. X. p. 96 f.; Kittel, GH. II. p. 28 (the results in his translation

in Kautzsch, HSAT.); Driver, LOT"^. p. 175; W. R. Smith, OTJC-. p. 134.

1. The verse as it stands in ^ is meaningless and evidently

a late insertion.— 2. There seems no difficulty in connecting this

verse directly with ii^^ As soon as Saul was made king he re-

cruited an army of three thousand men : and fzvo thousand were

with Saul in Michmash and in Mount Bethel'\ we naturally sup-

pose each place garrisoned with a thousand. Michmash still bears

its ancient name, and is a village on the north side of a narrow val-

ley south of which lies Geba. The location is given by Eusebius

and Jerome as nine miles from Jerusalem near Ramah. The sides

of the wady on which it is located are still very steep. Bethel, now
Beitin, the well-known sanctuary, was, like Michmash, a strong-

hold. Both were occupied by armies in the Maccabean wars.

The two places are mentioned together, Ezr. -z^'^- Neh. f'^ ii^^

— And the rest were with Jonathan his son in Geba of Benjamiii^

the confusion of Gibeah and Geba is so obvious in this chapter

that I have corrected to the one form throughout. Geba was the

village just across the pass from Michmash, and the two together

must be held in order to command the pass. For the location cf.

Is. 10^ which, however, makes evident that in Isaiah's time Geba

and Gibeah of Saul were, two different places, for after Michmash

it mentions in order Geba, Ramah, and Gibeah of Saul. That

Geba is intended in our narrative is evident from its mention in

the immediate sequel. After the choice of his soldiers, Saul dis-

missed the rest of the people to their homes.— 3. Jonathan smote

the Resident of the Philistines'] the verb seems to imply that it

was a person, not a trophy or pillar, that was smitten. The rest

of the verse : And the Philistines heard ; and Saul blew the

trumpet in all the land, saying: Let the Hebrews heart] puts the

* I should state that I have differed from the consensus in regard to the extent

of the insertion which ends at v.i^a.
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name Hebrews in Saul's mouth, which cannot be correct. The
clause and the Philistines heard presents a further difficulty be-

cause Saul's blowing of the trumpet should follow immediately

on Jonathan's deed. For the last two words of the verse (@

renders the slaves have revolted in which the verb at least seems

to be original. But in this form, or in the form the Hebrews have

revolted, the clause must represent the report that came to the

Philistines. We are tolerably safe in restoring therefore : aftd the

Philisti7ies heard [the report] saying: The Hebi'ews have revolted']

the intermediate clause will then be suspicious, as a probably late

insertion. It is in fact superfluous, and the original narrative

probably described a prompt movement of the Philistines upon
Michmash, making Saul retreat to Geba, where we find him with

six hundred men in v.^''. This original datum has been expanded

into the exaggerated statement of v.^.

1. The verse as given in pj can mean only one thing: Saulwas a year old

when he began to reign and he reigned tzvo years over Israel^ this is palpably

absurd. The earliest endeavour to give the words a sense seems to be re-

corded in 2C : Saul was innocent as a child a year old when he began to reign.

This is followed by Theod., and the earlier Rabbinical tradition, including the

spurious Jerome in the Questiones. Isaaki thinks it possible to render in the

first year of SauVs reign . . . he chose. RLbG. supposes that a year had

passed since his first anointing. Tanchum however knows of interpreters

bold enough to assume that a number has dropped out of the text. This has

very slight Greek authority on its side, as two MSS. of HP read Said was
thirty years old. The whole verse is lacking in the most important MSS. of

(5 (-^ is defective here) and is therefore suspicious. The suspicion is not

relieved by noticing that the sentence is cast in the form of the chronological

data found in later parts of the history. It seems tolerably evident that a

scribe, wishing to make his chronology complete, inserted the verse withoiU the

numbers, hoping to be able to supply these at a later date, which however he

was unable to do. This applies both to the years of Saul's life and to the years

of his reign, for a^j::' TS'i cannot be correct, and not improbably ^nn is cor-

rupt duplication of the following word (We.). Extended discussion of the

verse in the older expositors, Cornelius k Lapide, Schm., Pfeiffer {Dubia Vex-

ata) have now only an antiquarian interest. The whole verse should be

stricken out.— 2. O'ioSn] should be followed by ii'iN as indicated by (g^. On
Michmash, of. Baedeker, Palestine"^, p. 119, Furrer in Schenkel's Bibel Lexi-

kon, IV. p. 216. Mount Bethel occurs only here according to |tj. On the

now generally accepted identification of Bethel with Beitin cf. Is'S.oqxq, Judges,

p. 42. The importance of the two places here mentioned is noted by
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GASmith, Geog? pp. 250, 290. As Jonathan has not been mentioned before,

the addition his son made by S has much in its favour.— p3''j3 n>'3J3] in re-

gard to the place here intended, we may note that Jonathan's deed in the next

verse is performed at Geba. Moreover, the possession of Geba is important

to him who would control the road leading up from the Jordan valley. In

v.^'^ Saul and Jonathan are occupying Geba, which nevertheless is called

Gibeah of Benjamin in 14!'^. It seems evident that Geba is intended through-

out this narrative. In the time of Isaiah however as already noted, Gibeah

of Saul ^d,s distinguished from Geba.— rVriysS !;"n] the phrase dates back to

the time when the people were nomads or at least tent-dwelling fellahin.—
3. "fi] the verb is used nearly always of smiting living beings, once of strik-

ing the rock, Ex. 17^. But Jonathan would do more than strike a pillar, tro-

phy, or triumphal monument; he would overthrow it, for which some other

verb would be used; Am. 9', which is cited as an example of this verb used for

the overthrow of columns, is obscure and probably corrupt. This reasoning

leads to the conclusion that 3^i"j is an officer or a garrison.

—

dticSb u'C-'M

D'li^yn . . .] is one of the crtices crilicorum. The somewhat violent treat-

ment advocated above proceeds on the theory that for the words an3>'n i;;Dt;'i

:

TjOerrjicaatu oi Sov\oi. (3 we should restore an^yn v^'d (Bu.). If so the words

(with or without idn'p) should follow immediately on dti^tSd (Bu.). But in

that case the intermediate clause is suspicious. The full reason for its omis-

sion will be seen only after considering the next verse.

4-15^. That this paragraph (at least the main part of it) is

from a different source is universally conceded. It is characterized

by having Gilgal as its scene instead of Geba. But Saul's move-

ment from Geba to Gilgal would be, from the military point of

view, an insane step. The highlands were Israel's stronghold.

To recover them when once abandoned would be practically im-

possible. In v.'*' we find Saul and Jonathan still in Geba with

their small force. The journey to Gilgal and back is made only

to accommodate the compiler. The change of scene is accom-

panied by a remarkable change of tone in the narrative. In the

opening verses Saul and Jonathan act as real rulers of the people.

In the following chapter they continue to act in the same way,

with no apparent consciousness that their kingdom has been

rejected. In the intervening paragraph Samuel appears as the

theocratic authority, and Saul is rebuked for having acted inde-

pendently. Even when he has waited seven days in accordance

with Samuel's injunction, and when the cause of Israel is in jeop-

ardy because of the delay, he is chided for taking a single step

without Samuel's presence and consent.
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The paragraph has usually been supposed a duplicate of ch. 15

and dependent upon that. It seems to me more probable that

this is the earlier and therefore the original, the first reason being

that it is more closely knit with the older narrative. Besides the

phenomena of v.**'-, it is distinctly prepared for in lol Only by

supposing this to be the earlier narrative can we account for Gilgal

as the scene of 15. For the author of that chapter assuredly

would have made Samuel depose Saul at Mizpah, the sanctuary

where he chose him, had he not found another locality specified

by history. It hardly seems likely, moreover, that an author who

knew the impressive and implacable narrative of 15 would feel any

obligation to compose the one before us. On the other hand, as

we have seen, the narrative of which 15 is a part was composed

to replace this one, and the author had every reason to duplicate

this section as he duplicated other scenes of the older story. It

would be desirable to him also (as he is much more distinctly a

preacher than the earher author) to make clear the reason of Saul's

rejection, which is, to say the least, only obscurely set before us

in the present narrative.

If it be taken as proved that we have here a separate document,

the question arises : Exactly where does it begin ? Its lower

limit is evidently ^^''. But the upper limit is not so plain. It is

generally assumed to be ''' as we find in Budde's text. To this

there seem grave objections. In the first place the gathering of

the people is already said to be at Gilgal in v.'*. This, to be sure,

may be corrected to Geba, or omitted. But Gilgal, as a place of

mustering the whole people, seems too natural so to be set aside.

Again we have the enormous numbers of the Philistines in v.^,

which clearly do not comport with the main narrative— in which

Saul operates with only six hundred men, and puts the enemy to

flight. In fact the author, having gathered all Israel, is obliged

to make them disperse to the caves and dens and carry with them

a large part of Saul's standing army. That this could be sup-

posed possible before a single skirmish had taken place does not

seem credible in the author who exalts the valour of Jonathan.

To this we may add that the GiVga/ of v.'' is confirmed by the

opening words of ^^ which do not say that Saul came down to

Gilgal, but that he was s/:/// there. For these reasons I suppose
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that the original narrative told : that Jonathan smote the resident

of the Philistines and that the Philistines heard of the Hebrew

revolt (^) ; that the Philistines came up in force ('"')
; and then

that Saul mustered the force at his command and found it to be

six hundred men Q^^) . The promptness with which the Philis-

tines acted was such that there was no time to call out the militia.

4-7. The situation of the people. — Probably the clause we

have cast out of v.^ may be prefixed here : Sau/ bleiv the trumpet

in all the land (*) aiid all Israel heard saying: Saul has smitten

the Resident of the Philistines'] it is probably not hypercritical to

see in the change from Jonathan to Saul an evidence of change

of author.—And also Israel has made itself of ill odour with the

Philistines'] cf. Gen. 34^*^ Ex. 5-^ 2 S. 10® i6-'. That Gilgal is the

place of muster to this author has already been noticed, and cor-

rection or excision of the word is unnecessary.— 5. The force of

the Philistines is given as thirty thousand chariots for which (§^ <S

have three thousand. This is favoured by Bochart and others,

but is still absurdly large. Egypt only mustered six hundred

chariots, Ex. 14", and other notices show that this was the scale

for large armies. But our author is prodigal of numbers. Syrian

experience later showed that chariots could not be used in the

hill country of Palestine.—Andpeople] that is foot soldiers, like

the sand which is on the shore of the sea for multitude] cf. Jd. 7^

2 S. 1 7". The Arab's hyperbole is similar :
' like the sand of the

desert.'— They came up and camped in Michmash, east of Beth

Aven] Michmash hes about southeast from Bethel, which by a

stretch of the imagination might be described as it is described in

the text. Beth Aven seems to be a scribe's distortion of Bethel.

In any case, the author who had just spoken of Michmash and

Bethel together (v.^) would hardly have felt it necessary to be so

explicit here. — 6. And the men of Israel saw that they were in

a straitfor they were hard p?'essed] the diffusiveness shows the

writer's difficulty in accounting for the unaccountable dispersion

of the people.— And the people hid themselves ifi caves and in

holes and in rocks and in tombs and in pits] the list is an amplifi-

cation of what we find in 14", where however the sarcastic remark

of the Philistines does not imply that this elaborate statement has
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preceded.— 7. And much people\ the reading is conjectural—
crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Giiead'\ well-known

districts in the possession of Israel.— But Saul was yet in Gilgal

. . .] the latter part of the verse cannot now be restored with any

certainty.

4. i;;cc'] is lacking in 3} which joins '7!<i'i'i~'?3i to the preceding verse.—
tt'NJ:] to give intense provocation, 2 S. lO^^ l6-'. — ip^s^] ica\ a.ve&-r)<jav (§^ is

apparently inner Greek corruption of ave06r](rav which is found in several

MSS. (HP). — SjSjh] supported by the versions, is exscinded by Bu., changed

into nn3J2j.-i by Co. {ZKIV. 1885, p. 123).— 5. Bochart's reduction of the

chariots to three thousand, in which he includes the baggage wagons {Hiero-

zoicon, Pars. I. Lib. IL Cap. IX.), though only a halfway measure, is adopted

by We., Dr., al.— jix n^;:] (5 has Beth Horon, S) has Bethel. Nearly all the

passages in which the name occurs have a suspicious text. Certainly the

author who just wrote '?{<"ni3 would have no motive to use a different form

here; {ox. Beth Aven is another name for Bethel.— 6. isn] Bu. corrects to

nxT on the ground of (S, which, however, can hardly be taken so literally in a

case like this.— c;'n rjj o] omit nyn with We., al ; (§^ has on anvw'i aiircfi

fir] Trpoo-dynv avrSv. It is possible that the text is corrupt, though what

Hebrew original is implied by (5^ is hard to discover. The verb ^>i is used

of an overseer's driving his slaves.— aininji] is doubtless a corruption of

ann^i as first suggested by Ew.— a^nns] the word is used (as pointed out by

Dr.) in the inscriptions of Medain Salih, for sepulchres hewn in the rock.—
7. n^; cn3>'i] koX ol Sta^aivovres ^U^rjaav (S. I am not certain that the

suggested reading 7 onDyi is not correct. But as the participle in such cases

usually follows the verb, I have followed Bu. in adopting Kl.'s conjecture,

^•yzJ i-\ a;?!. We. proposed nnjpa y\2-;\ which was syntactically improved by

Dr. into nn^yn ^-\y;^'^. The final clause of the verse cannot be correct. Nor

does We.'s emendation of r-ins to mnso on the basis of (Q,^' meet the diffi-

culty. The flight of the people has already been described; what we now

want to know is who remained. Kl. conjectures inns f\^-\ry ayn which is

favoured by IL. I should prefer inns -n^n ayn but do not feel certain that

either is correct.

8-15a. Saul's rejection. — He waited in Gilgal seven days for

the appointed time 2i>hich Samuel had set'] the reference is to 10*

where, as we have already seen, Samuel directs him to go down

to Gilgal and wait seven days for his coming. When Samuel did

not appear the people scatte7-ed away from him] as we should

expect, especially in a levy of undisciplined troops without com-

missary.— 9, Saul orders the offering to be brought and himself

offered the burnt offering] war was initiated with religious cere-
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monies, as is indicated by the phrase consecrate war Jer. 6'*, al.—
10. As Saul finished the certmony Samuel came atid Saul went
out to greet him'\ with the customary : Blessed be thou ! is inti-

mated by the word used, cf. 2 K. 4^.— 11. To Samuel's question :

What hast thou done ? he replies : / saw that the people were

scattering aiuayfrom me, and thou didst not come at the appointed

term and the Philistines 7vere gathering at MichmasJi] everything

seemed to call for prompt action ;
" non solum se excusat sed

omnes, quotquot potest, accusat." *— 12. And I said'\ he means

he said to himself: N^oia will the Philistines come down to me to

Gilgal and theface of Yahweh I have not appeased^ by a gift, Ps.

45^^; the phrase is also used of approaching Yahweh with entreaty,

Ex. 32" I K. 13'^.— And I constrained myself^ elsewhere in the

sense of restraining one's emotions, Gen. 43''^ 45^ Is. 42". The
intimation is that he would have waited still longer, but the circum-

stances forced his hand. — 13. The reply of Samuel: Thou hast

acted foolishly ! If thou hadst kept the commandment of Yahweh

thy God zvhich he commanded fhee, then would Yalnveh have estab-

lished thy kingdom over Israelforever'\ for changes in the pointing

of ftt see the critical note.— 14. But now'] adversatively as in I

2* cf. 24-', thy kingdom shall not stand. That the language and

behaviour of Samuel are less stern and damnatory here than in 15

will be generally conceded ; the fact makes for the priority of this

account.— Yahweh has sought out a man according to his hea?-t~\

the divine purpose is already a fixed fact.— Atid Yalnveh has set

him as Leader over his people] still the consecutive tense, in view

of the divine purpose.— 15*. The verse as it stands in ^ tells us

of Samuel's going up to Geba. But as we hear nothing more of

him there, this is evidently a mistake. A clause has fallen out by

homeoteleuton which is preserved in (@ and which should be

restored as follows : And Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal

and went his way, and the rest of the people went after Saul to

meet the men of 7var and camefrom Gilgal to Geba of Benjamin]

the eye of the scribe fell upon the second Gilgal instead of the

first.

What was Saul's sin in this matter is nowhere expressly set down,

* Mendoza, cited in Poole's Synopsis.
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and it is difficult to discover anything in the text at which Samuel

could justly take offence. The original command was to wait

seven days, and this vSaul did. In the circumstances he might

well plead that he had been too scrupulous. It would not be im-

pertinent to ask why Samuel had waited so long before appearing.

No reason is given for his delay, and in the mind of the narrator

there seems to have been no reason except that Samuel wished to

put Saul to the test. It cannot be said that Saul usurped priestly

prerogatives in offering with his own hand. The narrator would

certainly have let us know this had it been his conception. What-

ever may have been the priestly rights at this time, we may well

suppose that the author thought of Saul as no more intruding

upon them than did David and Solomon when they sacrificed.

The language of Samuel's rebuke speaks of disobedience to a

command of Yahweh, which however can only be the command of

lo** which Saul literally obeyed. The only conclusion to which we

can come is that the author glorifies the sovereign will of Yahweh

who rejects and chooses according to his own good pleasure.

Samuel is the embodiment of this sovereign will. The straits of

the commentators are evident. Keil interprets Samuel's language

not as a rejection of Saul, but as an announcement of the brevity

of his reign. But this is contrary to the sense. Ewald says :

"The ruler who prematurely and out of mere impatience lays his

hand on that from which he should have refrained, trifles away his

real power and his best success." * But the condemnation of Saul

as acting ' prematurely ' and ' out of mere impatience ' is not war-

ranted by anything in the text. Clericus also is obliged to read

something into the text :
" Forte citius aequo Sacra facturus,

contemptim de Samuele aut cogitavit aut etiam loquutus est."

Thenius also frames hypotheses for which there is no warrant in

the narrative.

8. Snin] is intended to be Piel, a not uncommon form, Stade, Gram.

p. 278. It seems unnecessary to change to Snn QrL ij'lD is an appointed

time or place, cf. in n>'iDS 20^''.— Ssicc la-vS] is impossible; we must either

strike out I'i'N with S or insert a word ; ncN is inserted by Th., We., Bu. on

the ground of (@E; ar is preferred l)y Kl., Dr., and might easily have been

lost before Snid;;'. 6 Hebr. MSS. insert icn; 5 insert Oi- (DeR.), cf. Ex. 9^.

* Ew., Gr/3. III. p. 46, E. Tr. III. p. 32.
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— rfl''i] cf. 2 S. 20^2_— 9_ n'^i'm] out of the several animals that were offered,

the 'ola was the one specially set apart for Yahweh. — 10. njni . . . 1.-1S33]

marks the appearance of Samuel just as the burnt offering was completed.—
II. o] is probably to be taken as o recitaiiviivi (Dr.), but it may also an-

swer Samuel's unspoken question as to why Saul had acted as he had.— ijj] is

probably to be pointed so (Bu.), cf. v.^, from which we see that the verb is

Via.— 12. in^'?n nV nin^ ^jbi] the sentence is generally used of conciliating

God.— 13. }<S] is the pointing of the received text, but we should quite cer-

tainly read n^ that is ni*^, proposed by Hitzig (as stated by We. who, how-

ever, gives no reference, apparently depending upon Th., who gives Zeller,

Theol. Jahrb. 1843, H- 278 ff.). The particle i*? in a hypothesis contrary to

reality, is followed in the apodosis by np;i 1;, as here, in Num. 22^9 1 S. 14^''

Job 6-. Dr. inclines to retain the pointing of fJl, cf. also Dav., Syntax, § 131,

R. 2.— n.-i;r] has lost its temporal force and become logical (Dav.). For : the

commandment of Yahweh thy God which he commanded thee, we find in (5 my
comtnandtnent which Yahweh commanded thee.— 14. ^^•|'3] on the use of this

tense. Dr., Tenses^, §§ 13, 14, Dav., Syntax, § 41.— iS] the dative of advan-

tage, Dav., Syntax, § loi, R. i b.— 123Vd] the only exact parallel seems to be

Jer. 3I", but cf. 2 S. 721.— tijjS inis>i] 25^* 2 S. 6^1, the verb is used of ap-

pointing the Judges 2 S. 7^1, cf. Num. 271^.— 15. The plus of © is already

noted by Mendoza (in Poole's Synopsis).— SjSjn-p] according to (SI (from

which the words passed into the current recension of IL) we should add

:

Si->iT\ }D 1N311 nDnSnn ay nxipS Sinlt nnx nSy oyn -\nM is-nS iSm. The cor-

rection is adopted by all recent scholars (except Keil). Probably Syi of ||J is

not original (not represented in (g) and was inserted after the loss of this

sentence. In addition to the commentaries on this passage, the reader may be

referred to Graetz, Gesch. d. Jiiden, I. p. 175, and Ew., GVI^. p. 45, E. Tr.

III. p. 32.

15^. The half verse tells us that Saul numbered the people that

were with him, about six hundred men. As we find the same

number given in 14'', it is possible that it is an insertion here.

We are even tempted to suppose the whole sentence an effort of

the redactor to fit together the two discordant sections of his

narrative.

16-18. The Philistine raid.— The first verse describes the

condition of things which followed Jonathan's first stroke. The

Philistines were in virtual possession of the country. The Hebrews

only maintained themselves in one post: Saul and Jonathan his

son, and the people that ivere 7vith them, were abiding in Geba of

Benjamin'\ the addition made by (© seems uncalled for.— 17. The

Philistine policy is to reduce the people to submission by devas-
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tating the country far and wide. The plunderers were in three

divisions : One division turned to the Ophrah road^ apparently

the Ophrah mentioned among the towns of Benjamin, Jos. i8^^.

It was identified by Robinson * with Taiyibeh, five miles northeast

of Bethel. The location would suit the present narrative. The

land of Shual seems to be nowhere else mentioned.— 18. The

second band turned west from Michmash towards Beth Horon,

a well-known town west of Michmash. As the Philistine force

came from the west, there seems no reason why they should send

foragers out in that direction. But perhaps the author thinks of

them as having come up by a more northerly road. The third

band went eastward : towards the Jiill which overhangs the valley

of Zeboijn'] the description points to one of the heights which

overlook the Ghor. The author thinks of a Phihstine force settled

at Michmash which employed itself in punishing the country, not

looking for serious opposition. The valley of Zeboim is of course

one of the wadys of which the region is full. A place, Zeboim in

Benjamin, is mentioned after the exile, Neh. ii'^. Verse ^* is

continued directly by v.^^ ; what is between is a later insertion.

16. After J''D''J3, (5^ adds koX inXaiov, which is adopted by Graetz {Gesch.

I. p. 175) and Kl. But it is hardly likely that the little band of soldiers

would so give way to grief before they had tried conclusions with the enemy.

— 17. n-'Hron] the verb is used of laying a land waste, as the Bedawin do by

pasturing cattle on the growing crops, Jd. 6*, or, more seriously, by cutting

down the fruit trees, a custom forbidden in Dt. 26^^- as it is by Arabic common

sense.— a>t:'Ni nu'StS'] accusative of condition. Dr., Azotes, Dav., Syntax, § 70,

R. I. — inN] where we should expect ^^!^•^. A similar instance is found in

I-, cf. Konig, Syntax, § 334 J.— njc^] the tense shows repeated action. The

land of Shual is combined by Th., Erdm., with the land of Shaalim (f. Rob-

inson's identification of Ophrah is accepted by GASmith, Geog. p. 291, Note i,

but rejected by Dillmann {Num. Lev. Jos. p. 551 f.) on the ground that it is too

far north for a Benjamite town. But it is not unlikely that the author in Jos.

(P) made it a Benjamite town because he found it in this Benjamite history;

cf. also Buhl, Geog. p. 177.— 18. Vnjn] TajSee (5 points to r\')-i\ry, and, as We.

remarks, it is only a hill that can be said to overhang a valley.— a^iosn ij]

Hyena Gorge is still the name ( Wady abu Duba') of a valley north of IVady

Kelt according to Ges., WB^-., but Buhl {Geog. p. 98) makes it one of the side

valleys of the latter, or even the IVady Kelt itself.— n-ijicn] is omitted by (5

and looks like an explanatory insertion.

* BI^. I. p. 447.
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19-22. The lack of arms in Israel.— The paragraph intends

to represent Israel as having been disarmed by the PhiUstines, but

its wording is obscure owing to corruption of the text. The
disarmament is nowhere indicated in the rest of the narrative,

and as the four verses can be cut out without injuring the con-

nexion, we are safe in assuming that they are an interpolation.

Schmid, who feels the inconsistency of this with the rest of

the narrative, supposes the disarmament confined to Gibeah and

its vicinity.

19. There was no smith in all the land of Israel
; for the Phil-

istines said : Lest the Hebrews make sword or spear'] the motive

is expressed in the words of the actors, as in Gen. 32-^ 42'' 2 S. 16^

i8^^— 20. The result was that all Israel was compelled to go to

the land of the Philistines : that every man jnight sharpen his

ploughshare and his coulter and his axe and his pickaxe] work

necessary to the peasant. Most recent scholars give the oxgoad

as the fourth instrument. But however formidable the spike in

the end of the oriental oxgoad may be, it can scarcely be sup-

posed that it must be taken to the smith to be sharpened. The

author of the verse meant to name those tools which need to be

set and tempered by the smith.— 21. The verse is admitted to

be hopelessly corrupt by Th., We., Dr., Bu., Ki. What we expect

is either a further account of the oppressive regulations', or else

a consequence such as is drawn in v.". The former is in the

mind of the Greek translators when they say (as it would seem)

that the price of the smith's work on each tool was three shekels.

The latter is the conjecture of Jerome who speaks of the bluntness

which affected all the tools of the farmer on account of the diffi-

culty of getting them sharpened. A third conjecture is found in

9r and has passed over into the English version in the form : yet

they had a file for the mattocks. But this is as impossible to get

out of the text as either of the others.— 22. The results of the

Philistine policy : So it came to pass in the day of the battle of

Michmash, that none of the people with Saul andJonathan had

either sword or spear— but Saul and Jofiathan had them] the

original narrative seems to know nothing of this when it gives Saul

a standing army of three thousand men.
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23. The verse takes up the account of the Philistine position.

In v.^'*'- the plunderers are described. Here we are told that the

garrison, or the permanent guard left in the camp, pushed for-

ward to the edge of the pass of Michmash.

19-22. The secondary nature of the paragraph is recognized by We., Coinp.

p. 248, Bu., RS. p. 205 (he includes v.^^), Co., Einl'^. p. 97, and Ki. in

Kautzsch, HSA T. — 19. ir'in] is used of a worker in wood, stone, or metal;

TeicToou ai^ripov (5 may point to in2 Z'~\n (cf. Is. 44^'-), or it may be simply an

attempt to render the word as the context requires.— 12n] is changed to n::x

by the Q/-e unnecessarily. — 20. a\Ti'^D'"i] the conjecture of Dr. Weir (given

by Dr.) that we should read avitr'So nsTN is confirmed by (gST. — u-a'?'?] to beat

out, as the blacksmith does in reforging worn tools. Of the four implements

here mentioned, the first and third seem to be tolerably certain, though tradi-

tion, as represented by the versions, is not uniform. n:;'-ino is most natu-

rally the ploughshare, though %^^ has the sickle, with which ^ agrees, while

2C renders oxgoad.— lin] should be pointed ins according to the form in

Is. 2* (Mic. 48) Joel 4!". Beyond the fact that it is a tool of some kind, we
cannot go with certainty. (5 gives ok^ws simply; Symmachus translates

ffKticpioi', which is the mattock (Procop. Gaz. Com. in loco). The passages in

Isaiah and Joel speak of beating the pn into a sword, or vice versa. This

would fit the coulter, a knife fastened to the plough-beam to cut the sod before

the ploughshare turns it. But we do not know whether the Hebrew plough

had such an appendage. 3> x&ndQxs ploiighshare, and ST the pin of the yoke.—
Diip is quite certainly the axe, Jd. 9*^. The fourth tool differs (in the received

text) from the first by the pointing only. This identity is suspicious, and we
probably have the mistake of a scribe to deal with. But what we should

restore is doubtful. We. and others propose ij2-n, influenced by the occur-

rence of this word in v.'^^ and the rendering 8peiravov (S, which word occurs

also in v.^i (@, though pm is nowhere else so rendered. But in the confusion

of the text of v.^i, it is difficult to allow much weight to the argument; for

until we know what that verse means, we cannot be sure that it gives the same

list of tools with this. The versions give the further choice of the mattock

(Sym.), the spade S>, the adze %, Tpt6Sovs (Aq.), sarciilum %, and the axe

(Ar.). To such variety it may be impertinent to add the conjecture of Ew.

{GVI^. III. p. 47, E. Tr. III. p. ^;^'), who reads li'nn, though his translation,

the threshing sledge, will hardly do. According to Hoffmann {ZATIV. II.

p. 66), Y'''^^ is the stonemason's pick, from which we may conjecture that the

pickaxe would be called by the same name. This is an indispensable tool to

the peasant in a rocky country like Palestine, and could scarcely be kept in

shape without the services of a blacksmith. I have therefore ventured to

insert it in my translation of the verse.— 21. The difficulties of the verse

seem to be insurmountable.— a>fl n-\>son nn^ni] is ungrammatical, and unintel-

ligible even if we try to correct the grammar.— ]W^p ifStrSi] is without analogy
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in Biblical Hebrew (on both phrases, cf. D)c., iVoies).— 3"'iTi'?i] coordinated

as it is (or seems to be) with names of tools, makes no sense. For the open-

ing clause we find koX ?iv 6 TpuyrjThs eroi/xos toD depl(^eiv (5 = P3J T>spn \Tii

nip7, which is not very remote from pj. But this promising beginning is left

incomplete. If we were told that 7a/u'u the harvest ivas ready to reap the Phil-

istines came up and plundered it, or that the war broke out, we could fit the

statement into this context. But what (5 actually adds is : to. Se o-zcei^Tj ^v rpe'is

0-t/cA.ot els rhu 6S6vTa, which is supposed to mean that the tarifffixed for the

tools was three shekels apiece, though it takes violent treatment to get this

meaning from the words. The final clause in (§ moreover, which affirms that

the same arrangement held for the axe and the sickle, is superfluous. Th.,

reading a''i3n T'i'^n, translates and the sharpening of the edges (for the plough-

shares and the spades) zvas three shekels apiece. But the meaning proposed

for T'i'an and for a^-jn is without authority, and the meaning apiece for \:h

is also unparalleled. Retusae itaque crant acies vomeriim 3L is an attempt

to make sense out of the text of |^, but is contrary to grammar, and pro-

vides no suitable preface to the final clause usque ad stiinulnni corrigendum.

Another attempt is made by 2C, which apparently supposes m-'SDn to mean
a file, for it translates : and they had a file to sharpen the dulness of the

iron tools. % also has the file (if, indeed, nddt «j''fliu' be the file), though

it understands that the Hebrews in their necessity used their large files for

ploughshares ( ?) and for other tools. This is more fully developed by Ar.,

which says in so many words: they fashioned the broad file into a pruning-

hook, and took pegs from the harrows for picks. These differences of interpre-

tation show the impossibility of making sense of the text as it stands, or even

of finding a plausible emendation. The final clause pmn a^i'n'?! seems to

connect most naturally with U'J^'? of the preceding verse. But the sentence

is long and awkward unless we assume with Toy (in Erdm.) that the verse is

mainly an erroneous duplication of the preceding. For this hypothesis there

is some colour in the repetition of several of the same words. But when
written in parallel lines, the correspondence is not very striking. — pinn] for

the pointing, cf. Stade, Gram. 52 a. — 22. nini] should probably be made
\T'i. After PcnSo (on the face of it a construct form) we should probably

insert 1^333 with (5 (Ew.). Toy proposes to read ti-DOD instead of ncn'7n : in

the day of Michmash would naturally mean in the day of the battle of Mich-

mash.— 23. 3iS means in 14 the soldiers who were in occupation of the camp,

in distinction from those who went out on the various expeditions. Here

however it may mean the outpost which was thrown forward to protect the

main camp from surprise.— i3yD] it is unnecessary to change the pointing to

nava with Ewald. What is meant is tht pass from the highlands to the Jordan

valley, which ran down the wady. The village of Michmash lay a little back

from the ravine; the Philistine outpost was stationed on its very edge.

XrV. 1. Jonathan proposes an attack.— The main stream of

the narrative here recurs, and tells of Jonathan's proposal to his
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adjutant. A digression is made to describe the scene more exactly.

— // came to pass on thai day'] that is, the particular day of which

we are to speak, as in i"*

—

that Jonathan ben Saul said to his

armoiir-bearer] it is proper that Jonathan should be given his full

name at the beginning of so important a paragraph. The name
does not imply that he has not been mentioned before, cf. 23^^.

The armour-bearer was the man chosen by a leader or prominent

officer to be his trusty attendant, aid, adjutant, armiger, or squire.

Jonathan proposes a surprise of the enemy's post, but does not

let his father know, doubtless fearing to be forbidden the fool-

hardy attempt. — 2. The situation is described: first, with refer-

ence to Saul, who was sitting in the uttermost part of Geba~\ so

we must read, to be consistent, under the pomegranate tree ivhich

is in the threshing-floor] for the reading, see the critical note.

The force with him was the six hundred men already mentioned.

— 3. An important member of the camp is the priest who has

charge of the sacred lot. He is mentioned here in order to

prepare us for the part he is afterwards to take.— Ahijah ben

Ahitub, brother of Ichabod] the mention of Ichabod is possibly

the work of the redactor. Ahimelech ben Ahitub, mentioned in

the later history, may be the same as this Ahijah, the names being

synonymous. The priest is described as bearing the ephod] in

the correct text of v.^* we learn that Saul commanded the ephod

to be brought, cf. also 23^ 30". In these cases the ephod can

hardly be the priest's garment. Beyond the fact that it was the

instrument of the oracle, however, we know nothing about it.

The description of things in Saul's camp closes with the state-

ment : the people did not know that Jonathan and his armour-

hearer had gone] they were therefore surprised when the commo-
tion made itself visible in the opposing camp.— 4. The locality

of the exploit is described to us : Betiueen the ravines by which

Jonathan sought to cross] that is, side valleys running into the

main wady. As we can readily see, these would leave projecting

points, two of which are now described : a tooth of rock on one

side and a tooth of rock on the otlier] cf Job 39-** and the well-

known Dent du Midi. The names of the two rocks in question

were Bozez and Seneh. We may conjecture that Bozez, the shin-

ing, was the one facing the south, Seneh, the thorny, the one facing
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the north.*— 5. The description is completed by the statement

that one rock was on the ?iorth in front of Michmash, the other on

the south in front of Geba\ each hill is defined by the village

nearest to it, to which it served as a fortification. Notice that f^
has Geba here.

1. Dvn inii] the same expression i*, cf. Ges.26 § 126 J. — liSa Nrj] Abime-

lech had such an attendant and so apparently had Gideon, Jd. 9^* 7^''.

—

io;?d] Num. 32!^ Jos. 22'' Jd. 7^5. The passages show that the word means

simply beyond.— r*?"!] cf. Dr. in BDB. sub voce, with his reference, Wright,

Camp. Gram. p. 117. — t\')i\-\ nxpj] as Geba is the town overlooking the pass,

it must be meant here. For nspa describing a position on the outskirts of the

town cf. (f^.
— \\Q'^T\'\ evidently a well-known tree. jnJD is meant by pj as a

proper name, and in fact there is a ]\/igro7i not far away, Is. 10'^^. But as it

lies north of Michmash it will not answer our author's purpose. The versions

make a proper name of the word here, but do not agree in the form. As the

location is already given with some exactness a proper name is superfluous. On
this account We. proposes jnjD with the meaning of pj a threshing-fioor. A
threshing-floor is usually located on a bare open hill and so would be excellent

for Saul's purpose— to prevent surprise and keep watch of the enemy's move-

ments.— 3. n'lnN'] in 21^ 22^ we find the priest at Nob called I'^D^nx and he

also is a son of Ahitub. It is not unlikely therefore that the two names

designate the same individual, the original iSa^ns having been changed to

avoid the suggestion of Molech. The identification is cited by Schm. from

Sanctius. On the assumed meaning my brother is Yahweh, or brother of

Yahweh, cf. Jastrow, JBL. XIII. p. loi ff., and Barton, ibid. XV. p. 168 ff.

Keil is at pains to calculate the age of Ahijah to show that he could have had

a son old enough to accompany David after Saul's massacre of the priests.—
ni33"''N] 'Iwxa;3j7\ (5'^^.— Dnjia] is written DnjD i^ (by the occidentals only).

Nestle (^Am. Jour. Sem. Lang. XIII. p. 173) follows Lauth in supposing the

name (borne also by a son of Aaron) to be Egyptian and to mean negro.—
TiDX NiT'j] there seems to be no clear instance where S'-'j means to 7vear an

article of dress. In Ex. 28'-- ^^ however it describes the High Priest as bear-

ing (or wearing) the names on the breastplate. The use of n^j would there-

fore be against the theory that the ephod was an article of clothing. On the

other hand, Samuel and David are girded with an ephod (2^^ 2 S. 6^*) which

would indicate that it could be worn. See Moore on Judges 17^, with the

extended list of authorities there given. — 4. nnaynn] on the daghesh cf. Stade,

Gram. § 317. The form is construct, governing the clause which follows,

Ges.26 § 130^; Dav., Syntax, §25. S however connects the first two words

of the verse with the preceding : the people did not knoiv that Jonathan had

gone to the pass.— nayn::] occurs only here and with 7\^'q seems superfluous;

* So GASmith, Gcog. p. 250.
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one of the two words is omitted by ©. — V^'i^J the attractive conjecture of

GASmith as to the meaning of the word goes back apparently to Gesenius,

Thesaurus, p. 229 : appellativa significatio videtur splendens. Later lexicons

take no notice of this. The form in (@ is BaCe^ or Bale's.— n ;p] is thus

pointed by Ginsburg; the editions vary. The word is doubtless the same

with n;D, the thorn, as for example, the burning bush Ex. 3-"^, cf. Dt. 1^^-

The word has been transferred from Arabic to English in the name of the

medicinal senna ; (S has 'S.ivvo.a.p. The two names are rendered by ST, Slip-

pery and Inaccessible.— 5. It is a question whether pixo gives a suitable

sense. Besides this passage it is used in 2* only, and there it is used of the

pillars which support the earth. But it will hardly do to say of a hill that it is

a column on the north. In modern Hebrew pis is the peak or summit of a

hill (Levy, NHWB.). But what is required here is a word like 11X3, which

however seems to be applied specifically to cities or walls. As piXD is not

represented in (5, it may be an intruder corrupted from the pijSD which fol-

lows. Were it original we should expect it to be repeated in the second half

of the verse. It is exscinded by Th., Dr., Bu.; while Kl. goes his own way as

usual. With 'D SiD defining a location, compare Ex. 34^ Dt. 4*^.

6-12. Jonathan suggests an omen.— The account takes up

the speech of Jonathan, which was interrupted by the digression

concerning the scene of the exploit. He first proposes to go

against the enemy, and receives a hearty assurance of support

from his squire. He then reveals his plan, which is, that they

show themselves at the bottom of the valley. They would then

notice the words used by the Philistines, and take from them a

sign to indicate whether they should go further or stand still.

The older commentators are confident that Jonathan, in propos-

ing this test of the divine will, as well as in making the expedition,

was acting under divine inspiration. See the question discussed

at length by Schmid.

6. Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircii77icised~\

the Philistines are frequently so stigmatized, Jd. 14^ 15'^ i S.
18-'''^'

31* 2 S. I-". Jonathan's hope of doing something is a hope in

God : Perchance Yahwch ivill actfor us^ there seems no reason

to question the construction.— For Yahtveh finds no hindrance to

his saving power in the many or the fe7v'] that is, whether many

be opposed, or few be on his side. — 7. By emendation we get

:

Do all to which thy heart inclines : beliold, I am with thee; as thy

heart so is my heart'\ the text of "^ is awkward, and it is doubtful
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whether it will bear the meaning given it in EV.— 8-10. Indica-

tion of the divine will is to be found in the conduct of the enemy :

See we will cross over to the men, and show ourselves to them'] by

coming into the open at the bottom of the ravine, where the

Philistine sentinels would see them. — 9. If they say thus to tis

:

Stand still until we can reach you ! then we will stand still in our

place] the mind of the enemy to attack might be a reason for

caution. But we can hardly say that the challenge to come up

was a sign of cowardice, as is affirmed by Th. : ironiam ex con-

sternato animo profectam esse existimamus, Schm. — 10. If, on

the other hand, the Philistines should invite them to come up,

they would make the attempt : for in that case God will have

given them into our hand] we cannot help seeing in this the arbi-

trary selection of an omen. The nearest parallel is the sign prayed

for by Abraham's servant, whereby he might know the predestined

wife of Isaac, Gen. 24".— 11. The Philistines discover the advent-

urers, and say to each other : See ! Hebrews are coming out of the

holes where they hid the??tselves /] the expression does not neces-

sarily presuppose the account in 13''.— 12. The Philistines then

cry out to Jonathan and his armour-bearer : Come up to us that

we may tellyou something ! The light language is simply a chal-

lenge, probably a banter. It is not necessary to inquire what the

speakers expected to tell the strangers. The words used do not

admit of being understood : we will show you how to fight.

Jonathan accepts the omen, and calls to his armour-bearer to

climb up after him, adding : For Yahweh has given them into the

hand of Israel] the victory is, in the divine purpose, already

obtained.

6-12. In this paragraph, except ^^b^ ^e find the name of the hero spelled

jnjin^ whereas elsewhere in these two chapters we have pjv. The fuller form

reappears in 18-20 and in 2 S. The change of form just here may be explained

by supposing this paragraph the work of a different hand. The incident is

one which might be interpolated by a pious scribe who wished to magnify

Jonathan's faith and dependence on God. But it is skilfully wrought into the

narrative and cannot well be spared. For a discussion of the names which

begin with im and v see Bonk in ZATW. XI. pp. 125-156.

6. mayji] ^ omits the i.— iSin] expresses a hope, as in Gen. 32-1.—
U^ mri'' nry>] has an analogy in Jd. 2^; the object nr;'c is contained in the

verb: perchance Yahweh will do a deed for us (Schm.). Some have ques-
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tioned whether the text is sound, and Kl. proposes to emend to u*? pw.
But this seems unnecessary.— -\ii7c] the noun occurs nowhere else, but the

verb is not infrequent in the meaning ^0 shut up, to keep back.— o;'D3 in 313]
is logically connected with •wv)T..— 1. The received text is awkward, and it

is a question whether it can be translated, naj certainly does not belong in

a sentence where it must be made to mean go on. (S seems to have had
another text : Troi'et -wav % eav rj icapSia aov eKK\ivrj would represent la'N So r\iffy

I*? n;c"j •\22'^, and this preserves the natural meaning of naj, cf. Jd. 9^. This

text, suggested by Ew., has been accepted by most recent scholars.— I^^Sd]

(S adds KapSi'a fiov, which also is generally accepted since Ew. — 8. an2jj]

the participle is used of action in the immediate future and is carried on by
IJ'iSjji.— 9. For im, be still, cf, Jer. 47^, and, of the sun's standing still, Jos.

io^2f._ jtqj. ijjjijn <5 has a7ra77€(Aft!^6i', perhaps reading ijTijn.— ijinnn] in

our t)-acks is a colloquial equivalent, cf. Ex. i6'^''* Jd. 721.— 10. ncN^] +7rpis

^/uSs (5 with which % agrees. But no great stress can be laid upon the

evidence for so easy an insertion.— U"''?;!] Trpbs ^/iSs is the rendering of @,
as in V.12 where |^ has ijiS.s, which should probably be read here.— IJT13] a

number of codd. have ijno, but cf. Gen. 4321 Dt. 322".— nn] the i is lack-

ing in @S>1L and may have come from erroneous duplication of the preceding

letter.— 3na;;] in the mouth of the Philistines as elsewhere; here without the

article : some Hebreivs, not the Hebre^vs as in (5. According to We., Hitzig

conjectured anas;', mice.— 12. njscn] is doubtless to be corrected to 3Son,

the form elsewhere used in this narrative.

13-16. The attack. — When Jonathan and his armour-bearer

accept the challenge, the garrison is thrown into confusion, and

the confusion soon becomes a panic.— 13. The two Hebrews
climb up on their hands and on their feet. We must suppose that

while climbing the cliff they were hidden from the view of the

post at the top ; otherwise there would have been no surprise.—
And they tu7-ned befo7-e Jonathan and he smote them'\ this is the

reading of & and on the whole the better, though the case is

particularly difficult to decide, f^ reads : and they fell before

Jonathan. In any case, Jonathan felled them to the ground, and
his ar7nour-bearer kept despatching thon after him'\ notice the

force of the participle.— 14. The first slaughter'] distinguished

from the general carnage which came with the panic. The latter

part of the verse is obscure. What we expect is either a com-

parison with some similar event :
' like Gideon's slaughter of

Midian ' for example, or else a definite location of the deed :
* in

the field which lies before Michmash,' or something like that.

@ finds an account of the weapons used ; 5> gives a comparison
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of the activity of the heroes with that of the day labourer. A
satisfactory text does not seem yet to have been constructed.

—

15. The terror aroused by Jonathan's onset spread to the whole

force of the Philistines and became a panic. The force was

divided (as noted above) into the garrison and the raiders. The

account seems to assume that these latter were returning to the

camp when they met the flying garrison ; or else the attack was in

the early morning when the raiders had not yet set out.— So there

came a terror in the camp and in the field . . . and even the

plunderers trembled~\ the intervening clause is difficult to place.

— And the earth quaked^ is evidently to be taken literally ; Yah-

weh intervened directly to increase the fear, which thus became

a divitiely sent panic'\ lit., a terror of God.— 16. The commotion

was so great that Saul's sentinels in Geba saw : And behold a

tumult was surging hither and thither~\ the remarkable thing was a

mob moving purposelessly to and fro in its mad impulse.

13. jnjv •>jdV iSdm] seems a little too abrupt. We expect the attack or

the terror to be asserted. @ enables us to restore D3''i pjr "iJsV UBii. Ew.

seems to have been the first to adopt part of this, though he makes it mean

they looked him in the face, being paralyzed by fear. As Jonathan was " swifter

than an eagle," there seems no difficulty in supposing that the Philistines started

to flee, but were quickly overtaken.— 14. The verse is perfectly plain down

to B'^N. After that it is now generally considered to be hopelessly corrupt.

Tradition is represented by in media parte jtigeri quam par bourn in die arare

consuevit IL, and this has passed into the modern versions. But the objections

to it are of the most serious kind. "'sn33 has a combination of prepositions

very rare, occurring in only two expressions, both defining a point of time

(Dr., Notes); njyn in the meaning ywrrOTf occurs in one late passage, Ps. \2<^

Kt., where the text is not above suspicion. It is difficult, moreover, to see how

Jonathan could slay twenty men in half a furrow, which indeed is nonsense.

If it said as in a furrow, we should think of the slain as lying along in a row.

In late Hebrew njj'o is said to mean the amount of ground which a plough-

man takes in hand at one time, Ges., HIVB^"^., referring to Wetstein in Delitzsch,

Psalmen^, which I have not seen, also Levy, NHWB. The Arabic usage is

readily traced; ma'na is simply the intention, as is njyn in Hebrew, and so

applied to the task which a man sets himself or intends to do. But to suppose

that the word now applied by the fellahin to their task of ploughing had

the same application in Biblical Hebrew is too violent. Nor are the diffi-

culties yet over, nns is undoubtedly a yoke of oxen, and then possibly as

much land as a yoke of oxen can plough in a day— an acre, roughly speak-

ing. Is. 5^0, which is usually urged for this meaning, is not free from difficulty.
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But assuming it provisionally, we cannot yet make an intelligible sentence : as

in half a furrow (?) an acre offield is redundant and ungrammatical. The
versions testify to the corruption, but unfortunately without helping to correct

it. (5'-' has ev Bo\iai Kal eu TTeTpo06\ois Kai 4v ;co'xA.a|i toO TreSiov, with which

I agrees (Cod. Goth. Leg.); (Q'^^ omits from this koX eV irerpoBoKois, which

Th. (followed by We.) had already conjectured to be a gloss. The reason-

ing of We. is plausible, though the testimony of I shows that the insertion

must have been early. (3 seems to have had at least mrn . . . D^asnj,

and between came mx3 or ^jdnj; it should be noted that lis is nowhere

used of slofies as a "weapon, but it is more likely than px to be the original of

ncs. If we restore mm •<-\-ii we should translate among Ihe rocks of thefeld,

which would not be out of place. On the basis of <S we might restore •i'nj

mrn nai' unjoi like Iiewers of stone, or like drivers of oxen in the field.

The repeated blows of a man hewing stone would not be an inappropriate

comparison, and possibly the Syrian ploughmen urge on their oxen with

violent l^lows; \i\x\. the language seems rather obscure. Ew. tries to translate

pj, making it mean that the slaughter was 'like a yoke (?) of land being

ploughed '
( G VP. III. p. 48, E. Tr. III. p. 34). But the figure does not seem

to fit. The reader who is interested in defending tradition may, as usual, con-

sult Keil.— 15. The text is not easy to interpret, though so smooth in appear-

ance : There came a terror on the camp in the field and upon all the people']

but why should a distinction be made between the camp in thefield and all the

people? The people here meant are the people of the Philistine camp, and

the sentence is redundant. Or if we divide so as to read, on the camp, both on

thefield and on all the people, why should the camp be summed up under these

two heads? (g seems to have read r\^z'•^^ njnna both in the camp and in the

field, as if to distinguish between the fortified ( ?) camp and the open coun-

try. So much is adopted by Kl., Bu., and may pass in default of something

better. For the next clause, (5 connects as follows : and all the people, both

garrison and raiders trembled, and this again may pass; but we must certainly

strike out nan-QJ which now becomes intolerable. <§'' reads koX ahroi ovk

i]Oe\ov iroie7u, with which we can do nothing; and I suspect the verse has

been freely interpolated. Perhaps the original was only njnca mnn Tini

non-aj mn n^nrcm mc-ji. With v^i^^ f-nm compare Am. 8^ Joel 2^^; the

verb is used of the mountains, 2 S. 22^ Is. 525. Th. and Keil try to under-

stand the words here of the commotion produced by the panic, but this is

rationalistic weakening of the author's meaning.— avnSx mnnS] cf. the

divinely sent fear, d\-i'?n nnn, which came upon the Canaanites, Gen. 35^.—
16. D'SiH] the sentinels regularly stationed on the walls of a city, 2 S. 13-^*

18^.— n;'3j] Gcba should be read, as heretofore.— psnn] (@ renders njncn.

But as ficn is the less common word, it is to be preferred; and it seems to

give an excellent sense here, cf. Jd. ^ and v.^^ in this chapter. The first n,

however, is a duplicate, and we should read pen njni. What they saw was a

tumult surging.— oSni -[Sii] is impossible, and to be corrected according to (g

oSni dSh, For Jicj We. suggests the meaning surge, commended by Dr.
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17-23. The discomfiture of the Philistines.— On discovering

the state of the enemy's camp, Saul inquires who is missing from

his own force. He then takes the first steps towards ascertaining

the will of Yahweh. But before the reply of the oracle is given,

the state of the enemy so obviously invites attack, that the king

marches forth without waiting further. At the scene of battle he

finds the Phihstines fighting each other. The Hebrew slaves from

their camp join with him, and he is reenforced by the IsraeHtes

who have been in hiding. The result is a decided victory.

17. Saul says to the soldiers : SearcJi] the verb is used of

inspecting the troops, 13'^, and also of inquiring for one absent,

20" : A?id see zvho is gone from 2is~\ the result is to show the

absence of Jonathan and his attendant.— 18. The text of #,
which is to be adopted unconditionally, reads : And Saul said to

Ahijah ; Bring hither the Epliod, for he carried the Ephod that

day before Israel~\ similar language is used in other cases where

the Ephod is consulted, 23^ 30'. We. supposes that the remark

concerning Ahijah cannot be by the author of v.^. But the expla-

nation of the general situation there need not prevent the reminder

here, where there is particular occasion for it. The text of ^
inserts the Ark of God here. Historically we could hardly object

that the presence of the Ark at Kirjath Jearim would decide against

this text, because our author may not have known of its detention

at Kirjath Jearim. But the Ephod is elsewhere the means of giv-

ing the oracle, and if original here may have been displaced by a

scrupulous scribe who was aware of its dangerous resemblance to

an image.— 19. The answer of the oracle is not yet given, when

Saul sees the necessity of immediate action. The state of the

Phihstine camp gives plain enough indication of the will of God

:

While Saul was yet speaking, the tumult kept oti increasing'] on the

text see the critical note. The act of consulting the oracle fell

into two parts ; the king (or other inquirer) asked a question ; the

priest gave the answer of Yahweh. In the case before us Saul

interrupted his own question, saying to the priest : Draw back thy

hand I] that is, the hand which was stretched out to take the lot.

The verb is the same used of drawing up the feet into the bed.

Gen. 49^^.— 20. Saul and his men march to the scene : Then
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Saul and all the people with him raised the war cry'] such is the

natural interpretation of the words. When they came to the camp
of the PhiHstines : the sword of each %vas turned upon his fellow,

an exceeding great confusioji'] as in the camp of Midian where also

friend was taken for foe, Jd. f-.— 21. The appearance of Saul

with an orderly band of soldiers gave disaffected alUes of the

Philistines a rallying point : The Hebrews who were on the side

of the Philistines heretofore, who had come with them into the camp,

they also turned to be with Saul] Schm. compares the case of

David who followed Achish to Gilboa.— 22. The noise and the

news spread rapidly, and all the men of Israel ivho were in hiding

in the hill country of Ephraini\ although occupied by the tribe

of Benjamin, the district bore the name of Ephraim.— They also

pursued them in the battle] joining with the forces of Saul.—
23. The author sums up the day's work, before proceeding to a

more detailed account of one episode : So Yahweh delivered Israel

that day and the battle zvent beyond Beth Horon] a well-known

town on the western edge of the highlands. The name is cor-

rected on the basis of (§^. Beth Aven, the reading of ^, seems

unsuitable.

17. px] denies the presence of the subject, Gen. 372^ Ex. 2^^.— 18. nrun
DM'^xn in.x] the difficulty in retaining the words is p7-ima facie a historical

one. The Ark had been settled at Kirjath Jearim, and if brought to Saul we
should have been told of the transfer. Graetz speaks of a tradition to the

effect that there were two arks (^Gesch. d. Juden, I. p. 160) and supposes that

one was made to supply the loss of the other. But the tradition probably arose

from a desire to save the historicity of this passage. Even if we suppose this

author not to know of the detention of the Ark at Kirjath Jearim, it remains

true that we nowhere else hear of it in connexion with Saul, and the presump-

tion is therefore against it here. The second difficulty is that, so far as we
know, the Ark was not used in consulting the oracle. All the indications,

therefore, point to the correctness of (S Trpoadyaye rh f(povS. The Rabbinical

commentators are aware that the Urim and Thummim are intended (Isaaki

and Kimchi in /oc). For the rest of the verse we must also adopt the reading

of 13, because |^ is evidently the worse and at its close unintelligible. Nin ^3

Sxia^i >:sih Ninn dv2 niflxn nz'i is an exact translation of (@ and gives a perfectly

good sense. It is adopted in substance by all recent expositors. Dr., fol-

lowed by Bu., prefers mj": n\-i instead of the simple ttz': and ij3 ijfjS for ^:cih.

His reason in the latter case is that '^Niri •'jsS is bald and against the usage of

Hebrew prose. On this it is sufficient to remark that Snik'i ija ^jjjS is found

in the books Joshua, Judges, and Samuel four times, and that all four (Jos. 4^'^
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g32 ioi2 jci_ 828) come from a redactional hand; whereas Ssn^i "ish occurs in

six places besides this (Jos. lo^" 1 1^ 20^ i S. 7^'' 2 S. lo'^- ^^) representing three

different documents. This verse is one of those in which Keil concedes the

superiority of (§.— 19. "»3"i i;'] the verb should be pointed as an infinitive, cf.

Jd. 3'^^ Ex. ^;^--; the more usual construction is mo v '.T'I. For the tense in

l^'", cf. Dr., Tenses'^, § 127 «; but the emendation to I'^n (Kl.) is attractive.

— 311 li'^'"']
" double absolute object, the second being an adjective " (Moore,

on Jd. 421), cf. 2 S. 5I" i825, Dav., Syntax, § 86, R. 4.— 20. pj'tM] here

pointed as a Niphal; but this is used of the people who are summoned to war,

not of the leader who summons them. For the latter we find the Hiphil,

Jd.
4i''J3 2 S. 20^-^. If we point pviM however, we must change ^ji to Sotn.

But the people had already been mustered, in order to discover who was miss-

ing, and it was not necessary to call them together. With all due reserve,

therefore, I have pointed |-i.v?;i and suppose the shout of those who go into

battle to be intended— though the verb is nowhere else used in that sense.

(§-^ has ai'ed6r)<Te for which ^^' have avtSr;.— n:;in::] is used of the panic pro-

duced in the Philistine cities by the plague, 5^.— 21. The verse division is

disregarded by & which makes the tumult to be Hehrezvs against Philistines.

— ^^-i^;."!)] KoL 01 SovAei (5. The latter is plausible, for the slaves of the

Philistines might well take advantage of such an opportunity. On the other

hand, it is pretty certain that the camp would contain a large number of

Hebrews impressed for the purpose of carrying away the booty, or who were

seeking to ingratiate themselves with the enemy. Such Hebreivs might well

be contrasted, as here, with the Israel with Saul. For vn it is almost neces-

sary to read vn tj'N with Ew., cf. Dr., Azotes.— c::;] is not represented in (@.

— 3)1 30D] should be emended to dj 1330 (Th.) with (5S.— 22. C'w] is not

represented in (S, and the sense is good without it.— ipai^i] is abnormally

pointed, cf. Stade, Gram. § 529 «, Ges.^^ § 53 n.; the same form is found in

31- (i Chr. lo^). There seems to be no doubt that a Hiphil is intended,

Jd. 18^2 20*5 2 S. i^ (lacking " as here).— 23. jinto] was corrected by Th.

to pn IT'S, and the conjecture is confirmed by ©'^ I.

24-35. Saul's taboo and Jonathan's violation of it.— Saul

lays a curse upon the eating of food before sundown. The people

are mindful of the execration and go fasting, though thereby they

grow faint. The only exception is Jonathan who, because of his

absence from the main body of troops, is not informed of the

adjuration, and eats of some honey which he finds. On being

informed, he condemns his father's act as having weakened the

people. At sunset the famished people rush upon the spoil and

eat without due care to separate the blood from the flesh. Saul,

informed of this, orders a great stone to be taken for an altar and

at this the animals are slain,

r
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The paragraph is obscure in places owing to the state of the text

— possibly because later editors could not reconcile themselves

to the religious views which lie at the basis of the narrative. It

seems plain that Saul's purpose vv^as to impose what is known in

other religions as a taboo. As the confusion of the enemy showed,

Yahweh was already working. Saul desired a continuance of his

favour. The extraordinary privation laid upon the people was to

secure this. Fasting is in itself one means of placating the divinity.

And Yahweh as the God of Battles had a special claim upon the

booty. It was in fact sacred, and it would be unsafe for individual

Israelites to appropriate it until the first fruits had been set apart

for Yahweh. If the people had set out (as is likely) without sup-

plying themselves with provisions from their own stores, there

would be all the more need of special precautions.

So far from Saul's vow being rash, ill-advised, or arbitrary,

therefore, we see that it was the logical expression of his careful-

ness for divine things. From the practical point of view, Jonathan

was no doubt right. The success of the day would have been

greater without this extraordinary precaution. But this was a

mere worldly consideration— Saul was moved by care for religion

which would not take account of lower advantages or arguments.

That he was entirely justified by the light of the times is probable
;

for the author has no hesitation in narrating Yahweh's confirma-

tion of the curse by his offended silence after its violation. The

supposition that Saul was moved by fear lest the troops should be

detained by the booty is inadequate to account for the form of

the objurgation. It is not taking booty that is the object of the

curse, but eating food of any kind.

24. The introductory clause must be taken from (§, which

describes the situation as it was during the day, and therefore

before the conclusion just reached.— So Israel was with Sau/

about ten thousand men and the fighting was scattered over all the

hill country of Ephrainf^ on the reading, see the critical note.

—

A7id Saul vowed a voiv in that day, and Saul laid an oath on the

people'] the restoration is partly conjectural. If it be correct, the

author does not condemn Saul ; he only gives the facts as else-

where. Other cases of tlie vow, Jd. ii""*^ Gen. 28^-^ A vow
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of abstinence is attributed to David, Ps. 132^-. Saul's vow is

imposed upon the people in the form of a curse, sayitig : Cursed

is the man who shall eat food until evening and \_uniil'\ I avenge

myself 071 my enemies'] the older commentators (followed by Keil)

saw in the form of the oath— 7?ty enemies— an overweening desire

for personal revenge ; but this is foreign to the author's idea.

The Philistines were Saul's enemies because they were enemies

of Israel. Another example of a curse assumed by the people as

a whole is found in Jd. 21^^ The result of this one was that none

of the people tastedfood, though they were tempted. — 25, 26. The

text has suffered and cannot be certainly restored. Recent authori-

ties agree in making it mean : And there was honey \_or honeycomb']

on the face of the groujid, and the people came to the honeycomb

whence the bees had gone, but no one put his hand to his 7)iouth,

for the people feared the oath of Yahweh] the sense is obviously

that the people were steadfast in the midst of special temptation.

But the sentence is awkwardly constructed, and we may well

doubt whether the ingenuity of the critics has yet recovered the

original text. Why the bees should have deserted the comb, we

are left to conjecture. That the Philistines had made spoil of

honey and had thrown it away is possible, but the author would

have told us if he had known this to be the fact.— 27. Jonathan,

having been absent from the army, had not heard when his father

.adjured the people] he therefore ate of the honey, dipping the end

of his club in it. The refreshment experienced is described in

the words, and his eyes were lightened] the eyes of the weary man

do not see clearly— the world grows dark before him.— 28. One

of the people ansivered] that is, spoke as the occasion suggested,

telling Jonathan of the oath. The last two words in the verse

as they stand in ^— and the people were tveary— disturb the

sense, whether they be attributed to the author of the narrative

or to Jonathan. We should emend so as to read : and the people

testified, that is, accepted the oath ; or else in another way, joining

to the beginning of the next verse, making it read : So he left off,

and said. A third possibility is to strike the words out as a gloss.

— 29. Jonathan gives his opinion of his father's action and its

effects on the people : Myfather has brought disaster on the land]

relatively, he means. For the verb used here cf. Moore, Judges,
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p, 301. Jonathan's opinion is based on his own experience : See

how I am refreshed, just because I tasted a bit of honey ! The

refreshment is again presented as a clearing of the eyes from their

duhiess.— 30, 31. The two verses belong together and their

sense is : If only the people had eateji today of the spoil of their

enetnies the slaughter of the Philistines would have been great and

the people would have smitten the Philistines from Michmash to

Aifaloji] this cannot, to be sure, be got out of the present text.

An alternative would be to make Jonathan's speech end (though

abruptly) with v.^", and to throw out the greater part of v.^^ That

the pursuit actually extended to Aijalon, as apparently asserted in

f^, we have no reason to believe, for such a success would have

been all that the most sanguine could expect. Aijalon (the

modern Yalo) lay below Beth Horon well down towards the

Philistine plain. The last three words of the verse are plain

enough of themselves, but not easy to fit in the present context.

— 32. The famished people rushed upon the booty'] as a bird of

prey rushes upon the quarry. The booty in such raids consists

largely of cattle, and these the people slew to the earth wherever

they happened to find them. The consequence was that they ate

with the blood] the blood was the part of Yahweh, and for man to

eat it was sacrilegious. This idea runs through the history of Israel

and is embodied in the various prohibitions of the Law, Dt. 12^^

Lev. 19-".— 33. Word is brought to Saul that the people are sin-

ning against YaJnveh in eating tvith the blood] the definition of

the sin leaves nothing to be desired, and Saul at once takes active

measures against the sacrilege : Roll hither a great stone] the only

way in which this would correct the evil would be by making the

stone an altar on which the blood could be poured. As we know

from Arabic heathenism, the original Semitic sacrifice was the

application of the blood (without fire) to the altar or sacred

stone.*— 34. Those present are ordered to disperse among the

people and command them : Let each man bring to Yahweh his

ox or his sheep and slay it here] on the original reading, see

below. The method was successful : All the people brought each

what he had in his hand, to Yahweh and sleiv it there] another

* Cf. WRSmitli, Kinship, pp. 223, 311.
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slight change in the reading is adopted here. We also may speak

of having an animal or a herd in hand.— 35. So Saul built an

altar to Yahwe/i] cf. f'. The only reason for the statement in

this connexion is that the altar was the stone just mentioned.

With it he made a begimiifig of his altar-building to Yahweh, cf.

Gen. lo*. The author has it in mind to tell of other altars built

by Saul, but his narrative is now lost.

24. Ninn ova tt'jj Sxt.:'^"w'\si] is an unexpected opening to the new para-

graph. tt'Jj, 13^, is used to describe the straits in which the people found

themselves under the Philistine invasion. But we are here in the midst of

the deliverance, and although the deliverance was less complete than it might

have been, the people could hardly now be described as oppressed by a task-

master, or driven away, or crozvding each other, which are the only meanings

to be got out of the verb. Saul's vow, though it increased the weariness,

could hardly be said to oppress the people, and if the author had meant to

connect this assertion with the vow he would have constructed his sentence

differently. (5 has an entirely different reading : khX ''Xapa.riX i\v nera ^aov\,

wfffl 8fKa %iA.ia5€S dvdputv, Koi rjc 6 ir6\f/j.os Siecnrapyueroy tls S\r]v rr/p k6\iv iv

Tw upei 'E(ppdi/j. (S^ with which -^^ agree nearly. This gives an admirable

opening for the new paragraph, and one that would not readily occur to re-

dactor or scribe. It had probably become illegible in the archetype of J^ and

a scribe substituted a phrase suggested by 13", returning to the oppression of

the people as the new point of departure. With We., it is proper to suppose

that every city has come in by duplication— nv '^^3 from -\7\ '^ja. The scat-

tered fighting would be in the open country rather than in the towns. The
impossibility of |^ was discovered by Ew. (from Th. ?) who besides adopting

(5 emends |^ by conjecture. The reading of (5 is also adopted by Th. with

the silent correction of iv to i>\ The retranslation of ^^^ by We. is adopted

by Dr., Bu., al. I have chosen the Israel with Saul (5^^ rather than all the

people zvith SauKQ-^^, because it probably refers to the Israel with Saul of v.22,

Et erant cu»t Said quasi decern inillia virorunt, found in the authorized edition

of 3L, is no part of Jerome's translation but has crept in from I. The narra-

tive is continued in (§ by : koX 2ooi»A rjjvSria'ev &yvoiav fj.fyd\rjv iv r-p rj/JLepa

iKfivri confirmed by I. Since We. this has been supposed to represent '?w^v^

Ninn D'oa njj;' nxz'. But it is not certain, that the author could so have ex-

pressed himself. As confessed by We., n.ur occurs only in the Hexateuch

and Eccles. It is besides a technical term conveying a distinction not empha-

sized before the Priestcode; nor is it certain that r\:tiz< is the original of the

Greek word found here which represents in various passages six different

Hebrew words. In this uncertainty the conjecture of Kl. adopted by Bu.

becomes attractive, to wit : that the original Greek phrase was : koX 'S.a.ovK

")yvi(T€v ayvelav. Bu. restores in his text irj inn Sixitm, citing Num. 61^-. But,

as he himself says, usage would favour iij mj Sixn (or better -nj Sins' ttii)
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of. 2 S. 15^ Is. 1921.— Snm] is pointed as if from Ss"", he behavedfoolishly. But

this does not agree with the context, so that we should read Snm from nSx

:

he caused the people to sivear, like yairn below.— ir^Nn inN] Dt. 27!^ Jer. n^.

— \-iD|->ji] generally with 2, as in iS'^^ Jd. 15^; with jn Is. i2*. In the latter

case the vengeance is a satisfaction tzken from the enemy. On the tense cf.

Dr., Tettses^,-p. 134. — 25. The text is corrupt, probably beyond restoration.

— i;?"i3 1X3 i»ixn"'?Di] is impossible, whether we understand -\-p of a forest or

of a honeycomb, for the simple reason that vixn is never used for the people

of the land;*— inNn'Soi] may be a corruption of a^'n-^^i though it is difficult

to see how a scribe could make this mistake here. If so, the words will be a

duplicate of the a>'.T?3 in the preceding verse; (@ Kal vaaa r] yrj ripiffra seems

to duplicate the whole preceding clause except the negative, and this is repre-

sented in I. The only thing which is in place is a statement that all the land

produced honey or that all the land flotved with honey. But none of the

efforts to put this into the text are satisfactory. We., Bu., Dr., Ki. leave out

the whole clause, making the verse consist only of msyn ijij-Sj? nin ip-ii, and
there was honeycomb on the face of thefeld. This is perhaps the best that can

be done.— 26. iJOi "^^n njm] must be intended to mean and there ivas aflow

ofhoney ; but "i^n in the only other passage in which it occurs means a way-

farer, 2 S. 12*. The change of pointing to •^t\ (Th.) is now generally

adopted, and as its consequence the further emendation of tr^i to n2^, its

bees, evidently the original of KaKuiv (S. That the honey was deserted of its

bees made it especially tempting to the hungry people. It is not yet ex-

plained, to be sure, why the bees should have deserted their post, jtd is to

be read a^a'D with (52C, cf. v.^" (Kl.).— nya'ki'n] perhaps to be corrected to

nini n>'3S' with (5. — 27. m;?i] the nomen unitatis of i;;i is r\-\-p. njNnm Kt. :

nnsm Qre; the latter is evidently to be preferred, cf. ns v.^^.— 28. D3;n ^'p\\

can mean only : the people ivere exhausted, a statement that interrupts the

sense, whether supposed to be spoken to Jonathan, or an explanation by the

author. If anything is in place here it is something completing the informa-

tion given, like D>'n i;'", the people testified to the oath when Saul laid it upon

them, perhaps by saying amen. Or we might read a;?3 ny", and he called the

people to witness, that is, Saul did (cf. I K. 2*^), when he laid the objurgation

upon them. Something like this seems to have been the idea of Josephus

{Ant.'Vl. VI. 3), when he says that Jonathan did not hear the curse nor the

approbation the multitude gave it. © reads yi", an easy corruption of ^^•;•'^.

The two words are thrown out, as a marginal gloss which has crept into the

text, by We., al. Another reading suggested by Josephus is d^J 1"*""> ^^^ ^^ft

off eating, which would be entirely in place at the beginning of the next sen-

tence. (5 also connects its /cal iyvo} ['Icoi/aSav] with the following. — 29. 13>']

Gen. 3430 Jos. 6^8 725 Jd. ii35._.,ni] read nxi with (5 (We.).— 30. ^r ^n]

emphatic introduction to what follows, making a climax : ' I have been re-

* Dr. points to one instance, 2 S. 1523 : all the land was weeping aloud. But

there also it is doubtful whether the text is sound.
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freshed by eating a little honey; how much more if the people had eaten

would they have been refreshed.' He changes the construction, however, and

instead of saying * they would have been refreshed ' states the consequence of

the refreshment ' there would have been great slaughter.' — nn>i i:)] intro-

duces the apodosis after Ni*^. But in this case we must omit the n"? which

follows, and in this we have the authority of (§. The change to N'?n makes an

awkward sentence. Or possibly n"? represents the affirmative particle of which

we have traces elsewhere.— h^d] read nDcn (g, notice the n which precedes.

— 31. The first half of the verse is difficult as it stands, because it seems to

speak of a success such as even Jonathan would approve. But the narrator

would hardly contradict himself so directly. The only way of fitting the words

into the context is to throw out Ninn dvj (or correct it to ovn) and make the

sentence a part of Jonathan's speech: and they would have smitten the Philis-

tines [to-day] frovi Michviash to Aijalon. The only alternative seems to be

to throw out the whole clause (We., Comp. p. 248). (5 relieves us of the diffi-

culty so far as to omit Aijalon and to read vz'z'Zi for i:'2jn?:. But the narrator

hardly supposes the whole day's fighting to be confined to Michmash. Bu.

adopts this, and also adopts from Kl. r\^'''^T\ iy for njViN. But in this case it

would be better to take over the whole of Kl.'s conjecture 7\^-hr\ i;? cccn ane.

The insecurity of our footing must be obvious. On the site of Aijalon, Robin-

son, BR^, III. p. 145, GASmith, Geog. pp. 210, 250 f., Buhl, Geog. p. 198 who
refers to Guerin, Judee, I. 290. Cf. also Moore, Judges, p. 53 f.— D^jn r|j)iij

pointed as if from qV) cf. Jd. 4^1, the more usual form is ^•;\ and we should

probably point 1"m. The clause resumes the narrative. — 32. U'i'M Kt. : \5'p'\

Qre is doubtless to be preferred, cf. 15^^. Kl. defends the Kt. deriving it from

is'iy a rare verb of uncertain meaning; koX (KAlOrj (3^ points to aM which favours

the Qre, which is also directly rendered by (S^'. The verb is perhaps denomina-

tive from tav a bird ofprey, ''hz' Kt. : SSrn Qre, again to be preferred.— "lanrM

ni-\N] cf. ns-iN HDON 2 S. 222.— ain-S;;] is probably the original phrase. Lev.

19^6 Ex. 12®, and D^^-SN v.^* is to be corrected accordingly. ain-px proposed

by Th. is not superior though we can hardly call it un-Hebraic, cf. Lev. 17^".

— 33. niJM] the undefined subject is anijnn. — aixan] on the pointing Ges.^^

§ 74 i. a'^an is given by Ginsburg as the Qre.— Son'^] for this gerundial con-

struction cf. Xi'dN., Syntax, §93, other examples are i2^''-i3 19^ 20-^.— ^•^•\),i'\ you

deal treacherously does not seem to be the verb called for. (5 finds the name of

a place Gittaim, of which we have no other trace in this region. Perhaps an''JcS

would be in place. Kl.'s reconstruction is too ingenious. — aivi] must be cor-

rected to aSi with (S (Th.).— 34. This command is evidently directed to those

immediately about the king and strengthens the case for amjnS in the preced-

ing verse. For I'PN: eWaCSa©; Kl. conjectures mni Ss for which much may be

said and I have adopted it. — ni2] can hardly be upon this stone ; more proba-

bly in this place.— an'?3Ni] seems wanting in dl and is in fact superfluous.

—

no ma' tin] we should expect the sheep to be added as above; read it:'K tt"'«

nn with (5 (Th., al.).— n^iSn] lacking in (g^, inserted by (gi' at the end of

the verse. Kl. followed by Bu. corrects to r^-'7\-h, which is, in fact, what we



I20 I SAMUEL

need. Some reader zealous for the Law changed it as in J^, while another

left it out as in ©.— 35. The appropriateness of this addition to the narrative

is apparent only if we identify the altar here spoken of with the great stone

already mentioned. Had the author meant to make it something additional

he would have said Saul built there an altar (as is actually rendered by S).

The building of altars is a mark of piety in the patriarchs, Gen. 8-° 12' 13^^

2(i^^ (all J) and 35'' (E). We have no reason to interpret otherwise in the

case of Saul. The supposition that the altar was built as a monument— non

cultus causa, honoris ergo— is excusable in Schm., but hardly so in Keil.—
ipn] must be circumstantial : ivitli it he began the building of altars.— ruaS

n2TD] the plural of the noun is not required, cf. Gen. lo^ : he was the first

to become a tyrant, and probably Gen. 9-': A^oah was thefirst husbandman.

36-46. The penalty of the broken taboo.— Saul proposes to

renew the attack on the Phihstines, but at the priest's suggestion

first seeks counsel of Yahweh. The oracle is silent ; whereupon

Saul concludes that the vow laid upon the people has been broken,

and he takes measures to discover the guilty party. The sacred

lot is cast first between Saul with his house on one side, and the

people on the other ; then between Saul and his son. Jonathan

is discovered to be the guilty person, and is condemned to death

by Saul. But the people, recognizing that the victory of the day

is owing to Jonathan, revolt against the decision and ransom him.

This closes the incident.

The section is the necessary conclusion of what precedes.

There the vow has been registered and its violation recorded.

Jonathan confesses his guilt in the terms already used in describ-

ing his unwitting trespass. In fact, the culmination of the story

is found in Saul's Brutus-like sentence of his own son, and in

Jonathan's noble willingness to die. The older commentators were

much exercised by the question whether Jonathan was really bound

by an adjuration of which he was ignorant. In the sense of the

Biblical writer, he was so bound. Nor can we seriously question

that, to the Biblical writer, the reason for Yahweh's refusal to

answer Saul was his anger at Jonathan's transgression— though

the commentators have ingeniously avoided this conclusion, and

have tried to shift the guilt from Jonathan to Saul.

36-46. Doubts have been expressed as to the section being a part of the

original narrative, and it is true that v.'''^ reads like the conclusion of a chapter

in the history. But the account of the vow of Saul and of Jonathan's trans-
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gression is not complete without the present sequel. If necessary to choose,

it would be better to strike out v.^^ than to dispense with 36-4G_ We., who
holds this to be foreign to the genuine context {Comp. p. 248), is well answered

by Bu. (^RS. p. 206).

36. Saul makes a proposition : Lef us go down after the Philis-

tines by night and smite them'] reading with Bu. ; the received text,

let us plunder among them, is weak. The people agree, but the

priest advises consultation of the oracle : let us drata near hither

to God] Ex. 16^ Zeph. 3^. The initiative of the priest may be

accounted for by his knowledge of the transgression. The emen-

dation of the text to make Saul the subject is arbitrary, though

Josephus gives the initiative to the king.— 37. Saul asks of God
in the customary form— here a double question, but one that

admits only the answer yes or 710, cf. 30*. From the form of the

question it is probable that the oracle answered by the sacred lot.

— But he did not afiswer him that day] how the priest discovered

Yahweh's refusal to answer, we are not told.— 38. Saul, with his

usual promptness, takes immediate steps to discover the occasion

of the divine wrath. He issues the order : Co?ne hither, all the

cornerstones of the people/] the chief men are called by this name

Jd. 20" Is. 19^^.— And know and see wherein is this sin to-day] or

more probably in whom is this sin. Abstractly considered, the

fault might be in a thing as well as in a person, but as Saul's

measures look towards the discovery of a person, it is natural that

he should express himself accordingly.— 39. Saul solemnly pro-

tests that the offender shall not be spared : By the life of Yahweh
who delivers Israel] that is, who is habitually Israel's deliverer;

though it be I or Jonathan my son, he shall be put to death] the

conjectural reading represented here will be defended in the criti-

cal note. The silence of the people shows that they appreciate

the gravity of the situation. — 40. Arrangements are made for

casting the lot by the division of all present into two parties. On
one side are the people at large, on the other Saul and Jonathan,

they being the only members of the royal family who are present.

The arrangement, proposed by Saul, is consented to by the people.

— 41. The sacred lot is cast in accordance with Saul's prayer pre-

served for us in (§ : And Saul said: Yahweh, God of Israel, why
hast thou not answej-ed thy servant this day ? If the guilt be in
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me or in Jonathan my son, Yahzveh, God of Israel, give Urim ; but

if thus thou say: It is in my people Israel; give Thummim. The

arguments for adopting this text are : (i) the improbability of its

being invented by a late author; (2) the difficulty of making

sense of the received text
; (3) the loss by homeoteleuton is very

probable
; (4) the word D'lan alone would not suggest the inser-

tion
; (5) only by supposing something of this kind to have been

originally in the text, can we account for the statement that Saul

and Jonathan were taken. If, as these considerations make ex-

tremely probable, this is a part of the original text of Samuel, it

is one of the most important contributions of ^ to the restoration

of that text, and to our knowledge of Hebrew antiquity. The

Urim and Thummim were known by name to the post-exilic

writers, but the method of their use had been forgotten. The

only early references are i S. 28^ where Urim is mentioned as one

method of revelation, and Dt. 33^ where Urim and Thummim are

attributed to the tribe of Levi. The present text describes them

more exactly than any of these. Urim and Thummim were two

objects used in the lot— perhaps stones of different colours— one

of which gave the affirmative, the other gave the negative answer

to a question put in the form already indicated. In this case :

Saul andJonathan were taken and the people escaped. — 42. The

text seems to have suffered here also : And Saul said : Cast

betiveen me and Jonathan my son; and Jonathan was taken'\ the

abruptness of the statement is contrary to analogy. (!9 again comes

to our help and may plead the presumption that the same cause

which mutilat©d the preceding verse affected this also. It reads :

And Saul said : Cast between me andJo7iathan ! Whom Yahzveh

shall take shall die. And the people said to Saul: It shall not be

so / But Saul prevailed over the people, and they cast the lot

between him and Jonathan his son, and Jonathan was take7i\ the

added feature of the protest of the people is too original to be a

Greek expansion of the text.— 43. Jonathan confesses in response

to his father's question : / did indeed taste a bit of honey zvith the

end of the staff zvhich I carried. Here I am .' I am ready to die']

the last words are not a complaint at his fate, but express a heroic

willingness to meet it. So Josephus correctly understands it

:

" Jonathan was not dismayed at this threat of death, but submit-
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ting nobly and magnanimously, he said : I do not ask you to spare

me, Father ; death is all the sweeter to me, coming in connexion

with your piety and after a brilliant victory." * Jonathan's spirit

is comparable to that displayed by Jephthah's daughter, Jd. ii"'^.

—

44. Saul pronounces the sentence, confirming it by an oath : So do

God to tne and so again— thou shalt die, Jonathan .''] the impreca-

tion as in 3^''.— 45. The people interfere and deliver Jonathan:

Shall Jonathan die who has wi'ought this great deliverance for

Israel? Jonathan's bold attack upon the enemy was the beginning

of the victory, and without it the victory would not have been ob-

tained. By the life of Yahweh, there shall not fall a hair of his

head'\ i K. i^^, cf. 2 S. 14".

—

For he has wrought with God'\ the

sense is, apparently, that if God was so well pleased with Jonathan

as to give him the victory, he cannot now require his death. As this

is a non sequitur, possibly the text has been obscured.— The people

ransomed Jotiathaii] by substituting one of themselves— so Ew.

and We. suppose. Driver points out that ransom by an animal

substitute was allowed by comparatively early laws, Ex. 13^^- '^ 34-",

so that we cannot be absolutely certain.— 46. Of further pursuit

there could be no thought. Hence Saul went up from pursuing

the Philistines, and the Philistines went to their own country'] the

narrative reaches a pause with this verse, but the same document

is continued in v.^^.

36. niaj] on the form, Ges.^s § 67 t/d; Stade, Gram. § 137 a, 584 r. This

verb, however, is not the one we expect here, as Saul evidently means more

than plundering, for he does not want to leave one remaining. As (5 renders

the same word we are thrown upon conjecture; and of the various conjectures

the simplest is n^ji (Bu.), cf. ii^^ Jos. ii^*.— iNtr'j] pointed as a jussive (a

rare instance). Dr., Tensed, § 50, Obs.; Ges.26 § 48^, note 2, 109 a'; cf.

2 S. 17^^. The space after nB*],', remarked in the Massoretic note, is probably

a trace of a different verse division.—'ui pon iDNn] Bu. proposes to restore

niQND riN o'pn n^ipn jhdS idnm (making Saul the subject), constructed after

the analogy of the restored v.^^. But (S agrees with f^, and the sense is good.

If any change is needed, the clause might be stricken out, with S. Against

its originality may be urged 2'^p (instead of t'j:, used elsewhere in this narra-

tive).— 37. I'lj;;] (§^ adds Kvpios.— 38. ib'j] the form occurs three times;

recession of the accent on account of the following monosyllable ( ? cf. Ges.-^

66 c). (@ seems to have read Tj;"jn.— v^mq'] <pvKds (Bi^.— nna] probably to be

* Joseph., Antiq. VI. VI. 5.
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emended to "ca with <&, Th., We., Bu., Kl., Dr., Ki.— 39. nin^-in] the dis-

tinction made by the punctuators between ''n and •'n in such expressions is arti-

ficial, and intended to disguise the fact that men swore by the hfe of Yahweh,

of. 20^, 2 S. 15^^, where the two forms are found side by side.— ij;:"'] is con-

fessedly a difficult form. It occurs Dt. 29^*, where the analogy of Mra in the

second half of the verse suggests that we should point '\W\ also i S. 23-^

Est. 3^. In the present passage Th. proposes to read nju", on the ground

that the antecedent is nxan, and this seems confirmed by anoKpidrj (§, which

would represent nj;;\ But the analogy of the following verses suggests that the

original was in •'2 V, a combination that might give rise to |^ if one or two

letters became illegible. This is the conjecture of Kl., and 3 is quite in place

as the de^k essentiae.— 40. ^3>'S] iis SouAeiau (§ is an obvious error, but shows

a Hebrew original.— 41. Sx] is an erroneous insertion, r^•\r[y being part of the

vocative.— a-'Dn njn] all attempts to make sense of the words as they stand

are vain : Give a perfect (Jot) would be impertinent ; sJiow the right does vio-

lence to the words. The text of (§, apparently best preserved by (@^, retrans-

lated into Hebrew gives: IN o dn Diin i-i3j?-nN nijy nS nnS Sniu'i inSx nini

Dicn T\ir\ pjjn djjo icnh no dni oniN nan Sxisi'i inSx nin> pjjn 'ja jnjra. The

only difficulty with this is, that the eye of a scribe would not be so likely to

mistake the second nan for the first, as if the same word preceded both. The

reading of ^ in the second half of the verse is confused, but it supplies '?Nnii'''

before the second nan, so that the probable reading was V.s-iS'^ •'D;?a, instead of

the simple oya given above. After Ewald, who directs in general to ' complete

the text from the LXX' {GVI? HI. p. 51, E.Tr. III. p. 36), this reading is

accepted by Th., We., Dr., Bu., Ki. We. conjectures SNitt*' inya ijsyi dni as the

opening of the second half of the sentence, and is followed by Dr., Bu., Ki.

Absolute conformity of the two parts of the prayer is, however, not necessary,

and -\T.>A7^ na ax seems more vivid, and therefore more likely to be original.

Keil, followed by Erdm., argues against the whole insertion, and so does Kl. —
42. The plus of (S in this verse is contained, with slight variations, in ^^^,

and is testified by the asterisk of Origen. one of the few cases in which the

Hexaplar signs have come down to us in the Books of Samuel. The retro-

version of Bu. needs no correction unless (with ^ and Hex.) we read nin nana

instead of ntn nann. (For k. KaTaicpdrriae 2. tov Aaov either DjjnD . . . prnn,

of. 17^", or D-;2 pm>\ Dt. 222'\) Insert therefore after ''ja the words nti-x pn

pai ira iS>Dn D;;a Sinu' pTn^i r\-!n nana n>ni nS Sini:'"^^ u-;n nnx'i nin^ nini naSi

ua jn:i\ The resemblance between 'ja jnji> and i:a pjv accounts for the

omission. The emendation, made by Th., is rejected by We., on the ground

that to interrupt the decision of Yahweh is irreligious and the uncertainty

intolerable. But the people may well have seen that the result could be only

the loss either of Jonathan or of vSaul, and have been willing rather to bear

the wrath of Yahweh than to face this certain loss. The emendation is ac-

cepted by Kl., Bu.; not noticed by Dr. and Ki.— 43. \nD;;o oytD] the adver-

bial infinitive throws emphasis upon the root idea of the verb ' I tasted a little

honey.' As it is here a confession of transgression, in which there was no
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question of less or more, we should probably understand it to be an out-and-

out affirmation, and not intended to contrast tasting with eating, as though in

mitigation.— 'jjn] @^ and IL read >jjm.— 44. nf;?' na] must have after it •>'?,

as indicated by (@1LS. The omission was probably made from superstitious

dread on the part of the scribe who would not write an imprecation upon

himself (We., who cites 25--, where an imprecation upon David has been

obscured for the same reason). So the Arab writer changes a denunciation

of the person present (in his narrative) to a denunciation of ' the remote.'

The formula is found in 3I". At the end of the verse pjp |^ : a-fiufpov (5^^;

(Ti]jj.ipov loouaOav (5^. The unusual place of the vocative is an argument

against |^, and it might also be pleaded that the determination of Saul to

placate the deity at once is something that should be brought out. But the

pathos of the sentence is greater as read in |^, and the change to ovn more

likely than the reverse. The case is a difficult one to decide, but on the whole

1^ has the advantage (so We., Bu., Kl.).— 45. n>'i;;'in] would be sufficient

without qualification, as is felt by ^, which reads simply : 2v/io hath ^wrought

deliverance for Israel.— n':'''"?n] is lacking in (g^. The insertion is easily

accounted for by the context (Kl., Bu.), and superfluous,— 2x] is used in

oaths with the negative sense.— n->>"i:'n] the use of p is explained by Dr.,

Notes, p. 91. It would not be extravagant hyperbole (to the Oriental mind)

to take it as partitive: 'There shall not fall [even a fraction] of a hair.'—
7\-V) n>n'?N oy •':i'\^o\AAxr^&z.-a.'va.\)i\\%CQxA&yi\.\ for otithe sideof Godhetvrought.

The construction is, however, awkward, and © had a different text : on e\eov

6eoii ^TTOiijofev (§^ : oti d \ahs tov Oeov inoirjaev (3^^. One o£ these is prob-

ably corrupted from the other, and possibly both go back to the pronunciation

ay for DV. For God zvill be gracious this day is nearly what we require : iD

Dvn a^^'7N anj\ Kl. proposes D^nVx cn.i •'d
—for the mercy of God hath made

this day. But it is difficult to justify this by the facts, for this day is not the

day of the battle but the day following.— ns^] means they ransomed : koX

irpocTrjv^aTo (§ would point to ^Sci. There can scarcely be a doubt that pj is

original.

47-51. Summary of Saul's activity.— The paragraph is a

summary such as we find in 2 S. 20^"-*^. The latter paragraph

seems to have been originally the conclusion of one history of

David. It should be noted that our section does not make any

chronological attempt, such as we find in the framework of the

Books of Kings. For this reason we should probably date it early,

as compared with other redactional insertions. The author's idea

of Saul's conquests also points to a time before the figure of David

had received the prominence which it has in the greater part of

the historical books. Not improbably this section was the conclu-

sion of the life of Saul, from which came chapters g. 10. 11. 13. 14
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in their original form. In this case it may have stood after i6^,

from which place it was removed by the editor who wished to

conclude the account of Saul's successes before going on to relate

his rejection.

47-51. As to the character of the section, the critics are agreed; as to its

age there is some difference of opinion. The similar closing formula for the

life of Samuel (yis-is) reminds us of those we find in the Book of Judges. In

regard to David we have like data given 2 S. 3--* and 5^^^®, both which give

the names of David's family, as well as 2 S. 20^-^ which originally closed an

account of David's life. For Solomon also we can point out a much more

extended panegyric, but one which is in substance equivalent to our section,

in I K. 4^-5^*. There seems to be no inherent improbability in the supposition

that such a panegyric was composed by the author who has just given the

account of Saul's piety (cf. Kuenen, HCO-. p. 381). The theory of We.

(^Comp. 247) is that the panegyric marks (in the mind of the editor) the close

of Saul's rightful reign, and this is adopted by Co., Einl^. p. 100. This is

probably the reason for the insertion of the section in his place. But we can

hardly suppose that an editor who knew no more of Saul's successes than is

contained in what has preceded, and who moreover regarded him as rejected

of Yahweh, could write such a panegyric. The resemblance to the ' prag-

matic ' sections of the Book of Judges affirmed by Bu. {^RS. p. 206 f.) seems

less marked than he would make it. Bonk (^De Davide, p. 53, and ZATiV.

XI. p. 143) tiixls here a fragment from a source which has not appeared up to

this point— a history of the family of Saul. Ki. {GH. II. p. 29) declares for

an independent but late source, cf. also Dr., LOT^. p. 173.

Properly there are two paragraphs,— one giving a summary of

Saul's wars, the other containing the names of his family.— 47. So

Saul took the kingdom over Israel andfought on all sides against

all his enemies'^ the enemies of Israel seem to be in the author's

mind. The enumeration of them gives the same names which we

find in the account of David's wars, 2 S. 8 and elsewhere : Moab

and the Bne Amnion, and Edojn and Beth Rehol?'] as (§ author-

izes us to read.— The king of Soba'] seems also natural, as in (©,

rather than the kings of Soba ^. Beth Rehob and Soba were

both Aramaean states in the Lebanon region. Rather curiously

the Philistines come last in the list. — And wherever he turned

he was victorious'] on the emendation, see the critical note.

—

48. Especial mention of the expedition against Amalek : And he

gathered an army and smote Amalek] the translation rather forces

the text. In case it is not accepted, we must join the opening
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clause with the preceding, making it read : And wherever he turned

he was victorious and did valiantly. The next sentence will then

be : And he smote Ainalek and delivered Israelfrom the hand of

his plunderer'] it is evident that the author has present stress

rather than a historic occasion in mind as furnishing a motive for

Saul. This shows the difference between his point of view and

that of chapter 15.— 49. The family of Saul is brought before

us : first, his sons : Jonathan and Jshbaal~\ so we are authorized

to correct, the name in f^ having been mutilated for religious

reasons. The first name means Yahiveh gave ; the second, Alan

of the Lord, Baal having been used quite innocently for Yahweh

in this period. The third also contains a name of Yahweh

{Afelek), though the second element is obscure. All three testify

to the piety of Saul. Of the daughters' names Merab is obscure,

Michal possibly the same which appears elsewhere as Michael.—
50. His wife was Ahinoain daughter of Ahimaaz] the names occur

elsewhere. The general of the army was Abner, who plays a more

prominent part after the death of Saul than before. He was son

of Ner, uncle of Saul. As the word translated uncle is of some-

what wide meaning, the author proceeds to define more exactly.

— 51. Kish thefather of Saul and Ner the father of Abner were

sons of Abiel] so we read on conjecture.

52. The verse joins closely to v.*', and prepares the way for

16''', where David is received into Saul's staff.— 77^1? war luas

severe against the Philistines all the days of Saul] the author

guards against the impression that the late indecisive campaign

was the only one.— And whenever Saul saw any powerful man
or any vigorous man, he would attach hitn to himself] as in the

case of David which follows.

47. "i^S SiN-'i] the order of the words indicates the opening of a new sec-

tion. After Edom (@^ adds : /cot eis rhv &ai6poit>l3i, evidently intending the

BeiA Kehob mentioned in connexion with Sobah, 2 S. lO^. The name has

been corrupted in ©^ to ^aidedp. The text is emended to conform to <3^ by

Kl., and the emendation is adopted by Bu.— loSca] the singular number was

found by <S and is doubtless original.— yr-c] seems to give no proper sense

in this connexion, though We. compares Syr. 2^n. Hebrew usage allows

only the meanings /o convict of guilt, or to act wickedly. (3 ecywCfTw points to

jJjfMi which was first suggested by Cappellus {Critica Sacra, p. 261), and is
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now generally adopted.— 48. S^n 1:7^] and he wrought mighty deeds as in

Num. 24I* Dt. 8^^. Both S and ® understand the expression to mean he

gathered an army and this is a more appropriate introduction to the mention

of Amalek. '?''n -^i^ occurs i K. 20^, and it is possible that 'n ir;;>i may ,be

interpreted in this sense, cf. Ezek. 28*, thou didst acquire might.— inor] cf.

23I
Jd.

2I* with Moore's note.— 49. •'U'''] occurs also Gen. 461' and is evi-

dently a corruption of v^^•' (rrx) — ni,T> VH. This is the equivalent of Ish-

baal which has been altered in the other direction into Ishbosheth. The actual

name was Ish baal— the man of the Lord. The identity of the name in the

text with Ishbosheth was affirmed by Ewald ( G VI^. III. p, 148, E. Tr. III.

p. 108), who also reconstructed rsri from (§. The exact state of the case was

demonstrated by We., who is followed by Dr. (with some reserve), Bu., Ki.

(gi^ adds kolX 'Ei(T^da.\ at the end of the list.— yir^sSc] MeAxicreSSt (S^. In-

stead of three sons, four are ascribed to Saul in 31^ (where three are slain)

and I Chr. 8^^ 9-^*.— Sjid] MeAx^^ ® ^^'^^ '^'^'^D S would point to '?N^D':'r, cf.

G. 46!''.— 50. The first two names are compounded with ns (brother) like so

many which have come down to us.— nr^s] occurs elsewhere in the shorter

form -\J3!<.— 51. SnOvS-p] should obviously be read '?N''3K"''J3 as is indicated

by Josephus, and pointed out by Th. (followed by Kl., Dr., Ki., Bu.). Only

thus do we get what belongs here, for that Kish was the father of Saul is

already known to us, and that Ner was a son of Abiel throws no light on the

situation unless we know who Abiel is.

52. HN-ii] the tense indicates what was repeatedly or habitually done, Dr.,

Tenses^ §§ 120, 148, i. With i.-idDsm the author falls back into the narrative

tense, having the particular instance in mind rather than the frequent repeti-

tion.

XV. The rejection of Saul.— The word of Yahweh is brought

by Samuel to Saul, commanding the extermination of Amalek on

the ground of what that people did to Israel in the Desert. Saul

therefore gathers an army, and makes the campaign. But he

succumbs to the temptation of the booty, and himself spares the

king of Amalek, besides conniving at the people's taking the best

of the spoil for themselves. Samuel is divinely informed of the

disobedience, goes to meet Saul, and rebukes him. Giving no

weight to the king's excuses, he formally announces that Yahweh

has rejected him. Saul confesses his sin, but Samuel persists in

his sentence ; and when his garment rends in the grasp of Saul,

he interprets the event as a sign of the divine decision to take

away the kingdom. Nevertheless he consents to pay outward

respect to the king, bowing with him in worship. Samuel then

calls for Agag, whom he puts to death before Yahweh.
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The first thing that strikes us in reading this account is, that it

makes no mention of an earUer rejection of Saul. The author

does not intimate that this is a second test. There is no hint that

he supposes Saul to have repented of his former sin— a repent-

ance such as the earlier commentators postulated, in order to

harmonize the two accounts. This chapter, like 13*'^'', reads as if

it were the only account of Saul's rejection. But the common
features are striking. Gilgal is the scene of both. In each, Saul

receives a command from Samuel. In each he disobeys (though

the exact manner of the disobedience in 13'''^^ is obscure) ; in

each he is informed that his kingdom is taken from him ; in each

the kingdom is said to have been given to another. The conclu-

sion is obvious : though the two accounts are taken from two sep-

arate documents, and though each formed, in the history of which

it was a part, the sole account of the rejection of Saul, yet they

are derived from a common tradition, or one is dependent on the

other.

Of the affiliations of the present section we can have no doubt.

It belongs with chapters 1-3. 7. 8. lo^''-^. 12. The position of

Samuel is the same as in those sections. Although retired, he is

still the organ of the theocratic administration. Saul is still under

obligation to obey his commands. Disobedience to Samuel is

disobedience to God, and is punished by deposition. This iden-

tity of view is accompanied by resemblance of language. God is

Yahweh Sabaoth (15^, cf. i^-'^). There is distinct reference to

the people's coming up out of Egypt (15" 8^ 10^^) ; Samuel cries

to Yahweh (15" 7^ 12^) ; Saul, like the people, is reproached with

having rejected the word of Yahweh (15'^ S'^). Other similarities

will show themselves in the detailed examination of the passage.

We must suppose the story to belong with the chapters already

named. Taking them as forming a single history, we see that this

is really the climax. The document gives a life of Samuel, in

which Saul has a prominent part to be sure, but a part which

serves to set off the glory of Samuel. The author reckons Samuel

as one of the divinely appointed judges. Salil's election was a

mistake from the beginning. The real succession passed to David.

The rebellious demand for a king was acceded to only under a

protest on the part of Yahweh and his prophet. An unhappy
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issue was looked for from the start. Nor was it long delayed.

The very first time that Saul was put to the test he failed.

We might, indeed, suppose that the author originally gave more

of Saul's exploits than have been preserved to us. But, as he has

already ascribed the Philistine victory to Samuel, he probably had

little else to give. In fact, his interest in Saul was not such as to

make him give more. As we have already seen, he was probably

dependent on the other (and earlier) document. His account of

Saul's rejection is a free reconstruction and expansion of 13^"^',

designed to take the place of that narrative, and to make it teach

a theocratic lesson.

XV. The critical questions are treated in the works already frequently

cited. I confess my inability to see why this chapter should be made ' inter-

mediate between the two streams of narrative already considered' (We.,

Comp. p. 248, Dr., LOT^. p. 178, Ki., GH. II. p. 25). The character and

position of Samuel as here portrayed agree closely with his picture as drawn

in the life of Samuel, chapters 7. 8. 1 2, unless it is easier to unmake a king

than to make him, which will hardly be asserted. So far from " occupying a

position midway between prophets like Elijah or Elisha and those like Amos
or Hosea" (Ki.), Samuel as here represented is more autocratic than any of

these. No one of them, even in the stories which are told of them, ever stood

out so distinctly and frankly the superior of a king of Israel, as is the case

with Samuel in the section before us. The section agrees fully in this respect

with 7. 8. and 12.

The majority of critics draw a sharp line between this and the following

chapter (i6i-i3). The reason is not apparent. On the contrary, the logical

sequence of this chapter is found in that paragraph. Saul is rejected in order

that David may be anointed. It may be said that Samuel's fear of Saul in the

second section is inconsistent with the autocratic position which he here occu-

pies. But it should be remembered that the motive of the author in making

Samuel dissimulate is to account for the secresy of the transaction. He knew

that no hint of an anointing of David appears in any other document. To
account for this fact, he must make Samuel keep his errand secret. The

ol)vious device was to make his concealment motived by fear of Saul.

1-3. The command and its motive. — Samuel comes to Saul

with the Word of Yahvveh. The hostility of Amalek shown in the

"Wilderness is yet iinpmiished. Saul is therefore to devote them

to utter destruction. The historicity of the incident is open to

grave doubts. Saul's kingdom was over Benjamin, and there he

had all he could do to keep back the Philistine attack. Judah



XV. 1-3 131

was separated from him by the Jebusite fortress, and its loyalty

could never have been very warm. The claim on Amalek was

outlawed by some centuries. So far from this people being exter-

minated by Saul, they were engaged in active feud with David

very soon after the supposed attack by Saul. Finally, no trace

of this attack has survived in any passage of the Old Testament

except the one before us.— 1. The command seems to follow

immediately on the farewell address of Samuel in 12. It begins

with the statement : Me did Yahweh send to anoint thee'] the pro-

noun is put first for emphasis. The statement is made in order

to call attention to Samuel's right to command.— No2u hear the

sound of the words of Yahuieh'] the circumlocution is chosen to

avoid anthropomorphism, and shows a comparatively late date.—
2. Thus saith Yahweh Sebaoth] a standing formula with the

prophets. This divine name has already been met in the account

of Samuel's life, i^- ^^ 4*, cf. also i y'*^

—

Ihave resolved topunish] this

seems to be the only way in which we can understand the words

;

the translation / remetnber seems not justified by usage. Amalek

was a clan of Bedawin inhabiting the Wilderness of the Wander-

ing. They inhabited also the Negeb, Nu. 13-^.— What Amalek

did to Israel, in that he opposed him in the way when he came

up out of Egypt] the construction is difficult, but the historical

reference is evident. In Ex. 17^"^*^ we find that Amalek made

war with Israel in Rephidim. Again, they opposed Israel's en-

trance to Canaan from the south, Num. 14*^. In Deuteronomy

also (25^"'''^) we find Amalek stigmatized as having met Israel in

the tvay and having cut off their weary and faint stragglers. The

phrase in the ivay would indicate that the present account depends

upon Deuteronomy. Further instances of hostility between Ama-

lek and Israel are found in Jd. f-"'
and in David's life, i S. 30.

The comparatively late text 2 S. 8'- speaks of their spoil having

been consecrated by David, so that the present account can hardly

have been known to the author of that verse. Had the vow

recorded in Ex. 17" been in this writer's mind he would have

made some reference to it.— 3. Go and smite Amalek and devote

him and all which belongs to hit^i] such solemn devotion to

Yahweh (and therefore to destruction) is well known from Dt. 7^

20'^, where it is commanded as the duty of Israel in dealing with
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the Canaanites, and from Jos. 6-\ where it is described as actually

carried out. By this act of consecration, a city or nation with all

its property became Yahweh's. Indestructible objects of value

(gold and silver) came into the treasury of the sanctuary, Jos. 6^^

Everything else must be destroyed, including the human beings,

as is made clear by this verse : And do not spare him, but slay

man and woman, child and babe, ox and sheep, camel and ass'\ so

at Jericho the ban covered man and woman, youth and aged, ox

and ass, Jos. 6^^ ; cf Dt. 20^", where Israel is forbidden to leave

alive anything that breathes. That Mesha devoted the Israelites

to Chemosh in the same way is expressly said by himself (^Inscrip-

tion, 1. 17).

1. The verse fits well on to the end of eh. 12, and Bu.'s supposition that it

has been expanded is unnecessary. The solemn reminder would be especially

appropriate if the commission were the first with which the new made king

was charged.— tn] is emphatic by position.-

—

rhz''\ is inexact, for in none

of the documents was Samuel sent to anoint Saul. But we can probably not

insist on verbal accuracy in our author. — I'^d'^] Jd. 9'^ 2 S. 2*.— iDyS;;] is

lacking in (5^^ whereas VNTi'i"'?;? is not represented in (gi'.— n3i SipS] Dt.

^12 ^25_— 2. \-npo] this tense is quite justified in the meaning I have deter-

mined \.o do thus, Dr., Notes, referring to Jd. I5<^, and Tenses^, § 13. The attempt

to make the verb here mean / remember AV. or Ihave [mentally] marked RV.
Erdm., Keil, is based (as alleged) upon Ex. 3^^ Jer. 23'^ Ps. 8^. But examina-

tion shows that none of the passages sustain the assumed meaning. The

oldest tradition for this passage is voiced in the rendering vvv (kBlk-^o-w, or

pvv 4kSikco (3 and is undoubtedly correct. With sound feeling Schm. ren-

ders : visitare constitui. — p'^cy] is connected with Edom in the genealogy,

Gen. 36^2. 16_ Balaam predicted their destruction, Num. 24^^— i'? di:'"Ti:*n] is

supposed to mean hoiv he laid waitfor him AV., or how he set himself against

him RV. But the supposed parallels i K. 20^- Ezek. 23-* both have *?;? and

both have an object supplied by (@. 2 K. lo-* seems similar to our text, but

there iS is dative of advantage and the verb has an object expressed; ni'j*,

which is urged as an analogon, also requires S>, Ps. 3''. It is probable that

aTrrjvTTiaeu <3 points to a different reading, though what it is, is difficult to

make out. Dt. 25^'* has Tn3 Tip Ti'N, but this is not sufficiently explicit for

our passage. For the verb here Kl. suggests ja;*. If conjectures be in order,

I would change to iS ns nr.x, the crime being aggravated (as Dt. more ex-

plicitly states) by the fact that it was committed when he' (Israel) tt/as in

trouble. But I have not ventured to introduce this into my translation, as the

reasons for choosing it are not decisive.— anXDD inSj.'j] Gen. 13I
(J) Ex.

173 (E) Num. 21'' (J)
32II (P). The imperative 1'^ is followed by the per-

fect consecutive as is customary. — a.-ic^nni] the plural is unexpected and we
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should ])robably restore innnnni as read by (5, making the next word pni in-

stead of nx (We.). The verb seems to occur nowhere in Samuel except in

this chapter. It is used by all the Pentateuchal sources.— '^nnn] Dt. 13^

Ex. 26.— nti'N n; b-ind] cf. 2219 Jos. 621. For •\-; (Ginsb.) many editions

have ^^•;^.

4-9. Saul's disobedience. — This consists in making important

exceptions to the completeness of the destruction.— He first

called out the people and mustered them in Tcla7n~\ a town in the

south of Judah, Jos. \^-^. The number given, two hundred thou-

sand footmen, is to be judged hke similar data elsewhere. The

ten thousand, the men of Judah, seem to be an afterthought.

—

5. And he came to the city of Amalek'\ the absence of a name for

the city shows the author's vagueness of geographical knowledge.

Cities there can hardly have been in that desert region, though a

fortified village might by courtesy be so denominated. The read-

ing cities (!^ is plainly incorrect. Only one engagement is thought

of.— And lay in wait in the wadi~\ a favourite move in Hebrew

strategy, Jos. 8" Jd. 20-^.— 6. The Kenites whom Saul warned were

old allies of Israel, represented in one document as the tribe of

Moses' father in law, Jd. 4". After sharing the desert wanderings

of Israel and entering Palestine, they preferred the nomad life in

the Negeb, where they dwelt with Amalek according to the origi-

nal text of Jd. i'". The author does not seem to have questioned

whether the warning to the Kenites would not frustrate the pur-

pose of Saul in regard to Amalek. The reason of Saul's consider-

ate treatment of the Kenite is given in his message to them in the

circumstantial clause : cum tu tamefi misericordiam feceris cum

omnibusfHis Israelis (Schm.). The Kenites withdrew as warned.

— 7. A}id Saul smote Amalekfrom—] the name of the place is

now lost ; Havilah, which is given by our documents, is impossi-

ble.— As far as Shur which is before Egypt'\ " Shur is originally

the wall which ran from Pelusium through Migdol to Hero"
(We.).*— 8. And he took Agag the king of Amalek alive^ cf. Jos.

8^.— But all the people he slew with the sword~\ lit, consecrated

according to tl\e mouth of the sword, cf. Moore on Jd. i^.

—

* The description of this wall, or line of fortifications, is given by Wiedemann,
Herodot's Zweitcs Buck (Leipzig, 1890), p. 88, with references to Diodorus Siculus

and the Egyptian sources.
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9. Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the small and
large cattle, the fallings and the lambs'] a slight emendation of the

received text is necessary. The wealth of Amalek must have been

mainly in cattle. The motive of Saul in sparing Agag (pride, hope

of ransom, an ill-timed emotion of pity, respect of persons) was

much discussed by the older commentators (cf. Schm., Quaestio

VL ad Cap. XV.). An Agag is mentioned Num. 24^, where he is

made the symbol of great exaltation, but it is not yet clearly made
out whether there is a reference to this passage. On the vile

and refuse which were destroyed, see the critical note.

4. yDB'ii] the Piel is used only here and 23^, where also Saul calls out the

people to war. In both places it is possible that we should point a Hiphil,

I K. 1522 Jer. 50-9 5127.— aiN'^a:i] the name of a place is no doubt intended

— quasi agnos IL is, of course, impossible. But iv TaXyaKois <3 is not appro-

priate. Most recent critics find in the text only an orthographic variation

of aVa a town mentioned Jos. 15^*. For iwo hundred thousand we find four

hundred thousand <5. The ten thousand of Judah are omitted by @^, but

increased to thirty thousand by (5^.— 5. iv] TrJAeoii/ ©. — aiii] is intended

for 2TN11 (ev7]Spev(Tev (S) as is seen by Kimchi and Schm. Kautzsch (Ges.^^

§ 68 i) takes it to be Hiphil, but 3"tN occurs nowhere else in this stem.—
6. m no idS] © omits n->, perhaps correctly. On the daghesh in m cf.

Ges.26 20^.— 'P^cy] as we expect the author to be consistent, it seems best

to restore pSnj? here, the form which we find at the end of the verse.— ticdn]

should probably be pointed (Lag., Froph. Chald. p. li), cf. Gen. iS^S--* i" S.

1225. This is much more forcible than the received pointing.— So] is super-

fluous and therefore suspicious— lacking in ^^^. — •'j^p] should certainly be

pp or iJ^ipn, probably the latter, because that form is elsewhere used in this

passage; We., Bu., Ki., choose pp.— 7. nSiin] elsewhere the name of some

point or district in Arabia. It occurs once in a phrase similar to the one in

the text

—

fro7n Havilah to Shur, Gen. 25^®. It there bounds the territory

of the Ishmaelites, of which Havilah should be the eastern boundary. It

would consequently be far from the scene of Saul's exploit. Still there is a

possibility that our author, whose geography is not very distinct, borrowed the

whole phrase from Genesis. We. conjectures Telam to be the original read-

ing. But this does not commend itself, because Saul had advanced beyond

Telam when the attack was made. Glaser (as cited by BDB. sub voce) pro-

poses to read nS^^n which is mentioned i S. 23^8 26^-3. But this hill in the

Desert of Judah was hardly a part of the Amalekite territory. A'on liquet.

— "Wif TS13] cf. 27^ (where aStDD seems to have stood in connexion with it).

—

*JD"'?>'] in front of is frequently used of the east side, and would be appropri-

ately so understood here.— 8. a;jn"] may mean the soldiery (Ki.), but as there

is no record of any human being being spared except Agag, it is better to
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make it general. — 3-\n">flS annn] Jos. 6-^ cf. Dt. 13^^. — 9. aa^c] only in

the Book of the Covenant, Ex. 22*, and P, Gen. 47*'- ".— j'^'cni] is supposed

to be the lambs of the second birth. The word is, however, a mistake for

D''jc;:'."i (Th., We., Dr., Bu., Ki.), and the adoption of this carries with it the

erasure of *?;* which follows, d^'-idhi a'jcii'n defines the best of the cattle. Kl.

proposes women and children for which there is no support, onr, as delica-

cies, Dt. 32I*. D''m3 © is adopted by Ew. jjx here and Jjx in Nu. 24" are

the same name. From the reference in Numbers we conclude that an Agag
had been an object of terror or of admiration to the Israelites— it should be

noted, however, that (gABL has Gog there.— 12N] Ex. 10'^^ (E), Dt. 2^^ ioK^

I S. 31*.— DDJ1 n?acj] is impossible. The first word is a inoiistrtun (Dr.)

caused by the stupidity of a scribe. The second is apparently for tdncj, for

we require a feminine form. Part of this original was wrongly spaced and

formed part of the word which ]S? now reads as nnx, the n being duplication

from the following word. The true text is therefore roxcji nr3j h^n'^c '?31

with omission of nnx. The word hjnSd is used for property in general, Ex.

22^- 1" (E), and for cattle Gen. 33^*. We may compare nS^ja used for flocks

Is. 40^". Trumbull came to the conclusion (independently of We.) that Shur

is the frontier fortification of Egypt, and the same is the view of Brugsch,

as cited by Buhl and Socin (Ges. IVB^^. sub voce).

10-23. The prophet's rebuke.— Samuel, divinely informed of

Saul's transgression, goes to seek him, and meets him at Gilgal.

Saul at first declares that he has carried out the commandment of

Yahweh. When convicted by circumstantial evidence, he throws

the blame on the people. The prophet cuts his protestations

short, and when Saul attempts further argument, pronounces the

final word of rejection.— 10. The tvord of Yahweh came to Sajnuel^

the context implies that it was in a vision of the night.— 11. /
repent that I made Saul king\ Gen. d^'' (J). The dogmatic

attempt to explain the anthropomorphism may be read in Schm.,

Quaestio VII. Yahweh does not explain the nature of his emo-

tion, but goes on to give its occasion : For he has tiirjied from
followvig me and has not carried out my command^ lit. my word

;

the Hebrew has my words, but the reference is to one particular

revelation.— And Samuel was angry'] there seems to be no

reason for changing the text. The violent emotion of the Ori-

ental at the frustration of his hopes must not be judged by our

standard of propriety.

—

And cried to Yahweh all night] in pro-

test and expostulation. Schm. compares Moses' grief for Israel.

— 12. The entreaty fails to change the purpose of Yahweh, and
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Samuel starts in the early morning to deliver his message. He is

told : Saul came to Cannel^ the Carmel in Judali, well known
from the history of David. It lay nearly south of Hebron, and

would be in Saul's path.— And behold he has set up a trophy the

noun means a monument in 2 S. 18^-. The words and turned and
passed by are ditScult to understand in this connexion. Probably

there is some confusion in the text.— And went down to Gilgal~\

must conclude the information concerning Saul's movements.

The object of going to Gilgal was evidently to offer thank offer-

ings, as indeed (§ asserts.— 13. Blessed be thou of Yahweh'] the

form of the salutation shows that it was originally a prayer. Saul's

sweeping claim

—

-I havefulfilled the word of Yahweh— is in flat

contradiction to Yahweh's revelation to Samuel, v.". The author's

purpose is to paint Saul as one hopelessly hardened in sin. The
older commentators note his hypocrisy, turn in excusando, tum

in confitendo et poenitendo (Schm.).— 14. Samuel at once con-

victs him by present phenomena : Then ivhat is this bleating of

sheep in my ears, and this lowing of cattle zvhich I hear ? The
inconsistency was palpable.— 15. Saul's confession of the fact is

so frank as to be impudent, and equally offensive is his intimation

that the religious purpose in view was sufficient justification

:

From Amalek I brought them : for the people spared the best of the

sheep and the oxen to sacrifice to Yalnveh thy God'] the designa-

tion may possibly intimate that Samuel was to profit by the sacri-

fice. Still, as he does not appear to be a priest, much emphasis

can hardly be laid upon this ; and it is more natural to suppose

that the author betrays here his theory that Yahweh was the God
of Samuel, but hardly the God of Saul. —16. Samuel cuts the

speech short : Stop ! and let me tell thee what Yahweh said to me
this night] in our mode of speaking it would be last night.—
17, 18. Receiving permission to proceed, Samuel begins his re-

buke : Art tliou not, though little in thine own eyes, chief of t/ie

tribes of Israel ? The question seems to be a rebuke of Saul's

self-confessed subservience to the people. The next clause be-

longs with v.^'', which should read : And Yahweh anointed thee

king over Israel and sent thee a journey. The close collocation

favours the view already advanced that in this document the com-

mand was given immediately after the coronation.— Go and
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exterminate the sinners, Amalek, andfight against them until they

are completely destroyed'] 2 S. 22'^ i K. 22". Amalek is called

sinners because of the ancestral offence against Israel.— 19. The

situation has thus been described : the rebuke follows in the form

of a question : And why didst thou not obey the voice of Yahzveh,

and didst swoop upon the booty, and didst that which is evil in the

eyes of Yahweh .?] Jd. 2" 3". 21. Saul's further protest only con-

victs himself. He now calls what was spared the firstfruits of

that which zvas devoted, which is of course an absurdity.

—

22, 23. The reply of Samuel is rhythmical in form :

Does Yahweh delight in offerings and sacrifices

As in obedience to the voice of Yahweh ?

Behold, obedience is better than sacrifice.

And to hearken than the fat of rams.

For rebellion is the sin of soothsaying,

,
Obstinacy is the iniquity of Teraphim.

Because thou hast rejected the word of Yahweh,

He has rejected thee from ruling over Israel.

The passage is a summary of later Jewish theology, cf. Ps. 50^ 51^^

The author's remoteness from the times of Saul is evident from

the horror with which he views the Teraphim. His verse seems

to have been trimeter in construction, though transmission has

obscured the original reading in some cases.

11. TiaSDn] 8-2 12I.— nnsD 3U-] Num. 14^ 3215 (p) jos. 2216- is (P)._
D''pn nS 1131] Dt. 27"^^ Jer. 34^^.— nn^i] is emended to TiM by Bu., Ki., fol-

lowing a suggestion of Dr. ; (@ has ttaX T)9vixr)ffe which Dr. supposes to point

to IDM. But it should be noted that in two other passages, 2 S. 6* and its

parallel* i Chr. 13II, inM is rendered in the same way. In these passages

David is said to have been angry at Yahweh's breaking out upon Uzzah, in

which we find a close analogy to the present experience of Samuel.— i"'>'i''i] of

crying to God in distress, Ex. 2-^ (P) Jd. f 6^ (D) i S. 7^ 12^— 12. nSsiDn]

2^2.5.7.40^ mentioned as one of the cities of Judah, Jos. 15^^. The place would

lie near Saul's road from the Negeb to Gilgal. The ruins still bear the name

Kurmul (GASmith, Hist. Geog. p. 306 note).— a''j"a njni] is wrong, because

it implies that Saul is still engaged at the work. Read an'n njni with (5

(which had even asM), We., Dr., Bu.— n^] of the pillar of Absalom 2 S. 18'^,

and of a memorial of some kind Ex. 17I*' (if the text is sound), cf. Is. 56^.

—

^Dm] is in place only if, with <5, we make Samuel the subject— then he turned

* The parallel passage weighs as much for the usage of ® as if it were inde-

pendent of the other.
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about— for Saul certainly did not need to turn. But what the context requires

is a continuation of the information about Saul, for Samuel wants to know

where he now is. jdm has come in by mistake and should be omitted. The

text of (5 has suffered here from the confusion of the names Saul and Samuel,

as is evident from (5*^ which reads : and it was told Said that Samuel came to

Carmel (corrected in -'^^). For I3;)''i aOM : KoiX aTreaTpeif/e rh apixa \_a.\nov'] @.

At the end of the verse (§ reads : and he came down to Gilgal to Saul, and

behold he offered a burnt offering to the Lord, the firstfruits of the spoil which

he brought from Afnalek. But, as remarked by We., this can hardly be origi-

nal, as Samuel would take some notice of the sacrifice.— 13. -1'? nnx tna]

23"-^^ 2 S. 2^ Ruth 2-''.— 14. nin] defines the '7i|i of course.— 15. DNon]

riviyKa (5 is more forcible and I have adopted it.— iti'x] is impossible to

reproduce except by a causal particle, cf. Davidson, Syntax, p. 198. Of the

examples cited there, only Gen. 30^8 i K. 3!^ 2 K. 17* seem to hold, and it

should be remembered that even in such cases -\Z'H does not define the cause

as 13 would.— ij::nnn] should be corrected to inmnn according to (g.

—

16. tlin] desine garrire multum,^c\vca.. In Dt. gi'* it expresses God's desire

not to hear entreaty or intercession from Moses.— nDNM Kt.'\ is doubtless to

be corrected to idnii with the Qre.— 17. The translation of the text as it

stands is attempted above. As the sentence is somewhat involved (for

Hebrew) there is room for suspicion as to the correctness of transmission.

(5^ seems to have expanded, influenced by Saul's own confession of his

humble station in 9^1, reading : Art thou not [too] small in thitie own eyes to

be ruler, coming from the tribe of Benjamin, the least of the tribes of Israel?

Yet Yahweh anointed thee king over all Israel ; where the contrast is between

Saul's own tribe and all Israel. This, however, is artificial and far-fetched for

an occasion like this. (§^ seems to find a sarcastic question in the words :

Art thou not small in his eyes, O Ruler of the tribes of Israel? Yet Yahweh

anointed thee, etc. In the uncertainty, and as ?^ might have given rise to the

other readings, it seems safest to adhere to the received text.— 18. nvT'] is

superfluous if the sentence really begins with ^^^'D•'^.— nnmnni] confirms the

text adopted in v.^.— O^X'Jnn] (g adds eis eyue.— DPN nniSD—1;?] can hardly be

correct. (@ seems to have had Dnx "imSo V which would do. But it seems

simpler to omit the last word as an erroneous repetition (We., Dr., al.).

—

19. tayni] see on ij^"^.— 'ui ;7in iv)t^\ a standing Deuteronomistic phrase.

— 20. Ti'N] as equivalent to 13 recitativum, cf. Dr., Notes, and Ges.^'' 157 r;

but p« is conjectured by Bu.— 21. n"':;'Ni] elsewhere of the firstfruits of

vegetable products, Ex. 23I9 34^6 Num. 152'' Dt. 18*.— 22. r£3nn] i S. iS'-^^;

the word is found in late writers.— •;Ti-vz\ where the comparison would be

fully expressed by ^-z-viz. Such an ellipsis needs no justification. av^'pnSi

= ©. The 1 is lacking in ?^. Grammatically speaking there is an ellipsis of

avj in the last clause.— mni Sipa] S> and &- render I'^ipa, not being con-

strained by the metre.— 23. The verse is obscure, and the versions do not

give much help. The writer intends to say, evidently, that Saul's sin is as bad

as the soothsaying and idolatry for which the heathen are condemned. His
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sin is nc— rebellion against the command of God, for which Ezekiel rel)ukes

Israel, cf. Num. i"]'^'' Dt. 31'^^. This sin is compared with the soothsaying

from which (ideally) Israel is free Num. 232-^, Ijut which was rife in the time

of Jeremiah (14'*), Ezek. 21'^'', cf. Dt. iS^". The second member of the verse

must be parallel with this.— D'Dini pxi] cannot therefore be right. The guilt

of idolatry is what we require, and this would be O'Dinn ny for which we may
claim Symmachus i\ ai/o/xia rHiv eiSuKui/.— ixon] pausal form of a Hiphil,

which, however, occurs nowhere else. The Qal means to urge one with per-

sistent entreaty. Gen. ig^'J 33I'
Jd. 19^. It is difficult to get from this any

meaning that will fit our passage. A too insistent entreaty of God was not

Saul's fault. (5 seems to have read ix''fln. The natural parallel to nn would

be a derivative of mD if we may judge by Dt. ai'* Jer. 5-^. Perhaps we might

assume mno, cf. mo Dt. 13". Or, on the ground of Jos. 222-, tid would be in

place. In fact several words suggest themselves, but none that would easily

be corrupted to nsijn, Sym. rb a-KnQdlv, cf. Field, Kl. suggests pn VS"; ''ut

this destroys the rhythm.— I'^dd] at the end of the verse is abrupt, and as (S

adds 67rl 'ItrpcfTjA, we should probably restore Snib" S>'. Ew. suggests iS, which

would agree better with the metre (G'F/'^. III. p. 55, E. Tr. III. p. 39).

24-31. Saul confesses his sin, and asks forgiveness. In his

earnestness he lays hold of the prophet's tunic, which rends, so

that Samuel uses the incident to point his sentence of rejection.

Nevertheless, at Saul's further entreaty, he consents to join out-

wardly in worship.

There is some doubt whether the paragraph is by the author of

the foregoing. It expressly contradicts the assertion of Yahweh's

repentance, compare v.^ and v.". Its representation of Samuel's

outward loyalty to Saul, even after his rejection, seems inconsistent

with the picture drawn in the earlier part of the chapter. By its

omission we miss nothing of importance from the narrative, and

the dramatic effect is heightened because the slaying of Agag

follows directly on Samuel's oracle.

24-31. That the paragraph is an interpolation seems first to have been

suggested by Stade {GVI^. I. p. 221). The suggestion is adopted by Bu. both

in JiS. and in his edition of the text. The arguments are that the section is

wholly superfluous and can be left out without disturbing the consistency of

the narrative, and that it contradicts the assertion of \}^ that Yahweh repented

of having made Saul king— contrast the categorical statement that he is not a

man that he should repent (v.^^).

24. Saul's confession: I have smned,for I have transgressed

the comma?id of Yahweh and thy word'\ is not to be taken as
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hypocritical. The author means to teach that the most sincere

repentance is of no avail when God has made his final decision.

Christian commentators (Schm., for example), with New Testa-

ment ideas of confession and forgiveness, are obliged to suppose

that the repentance here was feigned or insincere. Saul's excuse

that \\Q feared the people is the same already intimated, though it

has not been explicitly stated.— 25. Now forgive my sin'\ cf.

Gen. 50^^, where Joseph's brothers ask his forgiveness for the

injury done to him, and Ex. 10^'', where Moses is asked by

Pharaoh to forgive his sin against Yahweh. The latter is evidently

the model for the present writer. Samuel stands quite on the level

of Moses. It is, perhaps, because the text seems to favour the

Roman Catholic practice of confession that Schmidt paraphrases :

aiifer, nempe apiid Deum dep7-ecando. In Saul's further petition

— arid turn with me that I may worship Yahweh— it is implied

that Samuel's presence is necessary to the validity of the service.

— 26, 27. The request is refused, and the sentence of rejection

repeated. As Samuel turns to go away, Saul seizes the skirt of

his robe to detain him, btit it rends. The me'il was the outer

of the two garments ordinarily worn by the well-to-do.— 28. The

apparent accident is made the occasion of a renewed sentence :

Yahweh has rent thy kingdom from thee and given it to thy neigh-

bour who is better than thoti] cf. 28^'. The scene reminds us of

Ahijah and Jeroboam, i K. ii-^"^\— 29. Moreover the Victor of

Israel will not lie nor repejit, for he is not man that he should

repent'\ cf. Num. 23^^ The contradiction to v." is doubtless re-

moved by the remark of Clericus that in one case the language is

anthropopathic, in the other ' theoprepic' But the Hebrew author

was hardly so theologically schooled ; and it remains improbable

that the same writer should express himself anthropopathically in

v.", and find it necessary to correct the anthropopathism a few

verses later.— 30,31. Saul entreats for consideration before the

elders of the people and before Israel^ and the request is granted.

The author is willing to leave him the semblance of the kingly

office for the time being.

24. nini-ifl] for the command of Yahweh Num. 3'*', al. The full expres-

sion nini "ifiTiN 13;; Num. 14*1, 22!^ (E).— T'"'3i] the sini^ular, which is repre-

sented in (S, is more appropriate. It was a single message which Saul had
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disobeyed. On lai for a command of God of. BDB. s.v. II. 2.— 25. mnna'Ni]

should probably be pointed with the cohortative ending.— 26. iSn nrriD]

would perhaps favour the pointing "iSoD in v.^^.— 27. iVvo'lJ^] 24''- ^.—
3,npn] KoL Suppr]^ev auro ©. But the scene is more impressive if human
agency is kept in the background.— 28. S{<T.ri pidSdd] for which ttjv

0a(Ti\flav (Tou awh l(rpaT]\ (&. The last two words are later addition to the

text of (3 (We.), which therefore had IP^Sdo in their text, and this is so much
more forcible, and at the same time so much more likely to be expanded into

1^, that we must think it to be original; cf. also i K. ii^i.— 29. Sniu'i nxj dji]

was read by (§ ant^ Israel shall be rent in two, apparently = '?N"<a'i nsrr' dji,

and this is accepted by Graetz (^Gesch. d. yiiden, I. p. 187). But a prophecy

of the division of the kingdom is wholly out of place here. We are obliged

therefore to retain the text of |§. ni'j in one passage apparently means victory

(SS. referring to l Chr. 29^^), and in this place Jerome gives triiiinphator.

This tradition is the best within our reach. We. decides for the Faithful One ;

Dr. for the Glory ; Ki. leaves a blank in his translation ; Kl. emends freely and

gets : though we two were to protest to him, yet God is upright.

32-34. The fate of Agag.— The original continuation of the

narrative, after the prophetic oracle v.-\ is found here, if what has

been advanced concerning vv."*"^^ is correct.— 32. Samuel orders

Agag to be brought.— And Agag came to him trembling, and

Agag said : Surely death is l?itter'\ the rendering is only provi-

sional, as the meaning of one important word is uncertain, and the

text has apparently suffered.— 33. The justice of Agag's fate is

asserted by Samuel : As thy s7uord has bereaved women, so shall

thy mother be bei-eaved above women'] it is scarcely necessary to

explain the hyperbole by saying (as some have done) that Agag's

mother was bereaved of her son and her monarch at one stroke.

The most bereaved of ivomen may be applied to any one sorely

bereaved. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before Yahweh in

Gilgal] in fulfilment of the ban. The act is strictly in line with

the law, Lev. 27"^''. It is the evident view of the author that Yah-

weh was pleased with the completion of the herem at his sanctuary.

It is somewhat remarkable that nothing further is said of the fat-

lings and lambs which the people had brought.— 34, 35. Samuel

goes to his home in Ramah, and Saul to his in Gibeah.— And
Samuel saw Saul no more until the day of his death] the contra-

diction to 19^ is obvious and shows the difference of the sources.

— For Samuel grieved over Saul] the reason for not seeing him

is that the grief would be thereby stirred afresh. The last clause
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of the verse, if it belongs here, must mean : though Yahiveh

repeiited\ and conveys a sHght censure of Samuel. Probably,

however, it is a late insertion intended to round out this story.

32. PJVC] must be an accusative expressing the manner in which Agag
came. This might l^e confident or defiant or crmging or cowardly. It is im-

possible to determine which is intended by the Hebrew word. The root

occurs in one passage (Neh. 9'^) as Hithpael, meaning they lived luxuriously.

So we might suppose here that Agag came daintily, as one who had fared

delicately; k^pos (Syra.'), pinguissimus %, and airh rpvcpepias (Aq.) point to this

meaning, the latter indicating njnyp; so NpjBD ®. Aside from the intrinsic

improbability of a Bedawy chief being a luxurious liver, we must object to this

that it is a matter of minor importance. As the last clause of the verse shows,

the mental state of the captive is the important matter. (3 therefore has a

claim on our attention when it gives Tpf/xcci/ which might come from ^ by a

change of pointing, first suggested by Lagarde (Pro/>/i. Chald. p. li) n^'jlyc,

from n>T, to totter ; he came totteringly would convey the idea of great fear,

and, as I am inclined to think, would be in accordance with the mind of this

writer, to whom Samuel was the imposing and even terrible embodiment of

the divine will. Others by metathesis make the word equivalent to mj;;D,

in fetters (late Hebrew) — so Kimchi, followed by Gratz {Gesck. d. Juden, I.

p. 187). This is favoured by the curious e^'AvaOciO (5^, which might well

represent nnj>'C. If this meaning be adopted, it will be better to suppose the

original mj>3. The meaning cheerfully (Ew.) can scarcely be got from the

word, nor can the reason he gives— "the ancients held it to be a bad omen
when the sacrificial victim held back from the altar "— be verified in Hebrew

antiquity. The whole clause is lacking in S. Schm. combines two of the

meanings already considered : virum delicatum et, quod coucurrere solet, timi-

dum mortis. Kl. substitutes nnx for an and makes the clause mean held

in chains.— mnn—ia id px] the versions, except IL, seem to have omitted

ID, whose resemblance to id is such that duplication is easy. For pN (5

seems to have had pn. For the rest of the clause -niKphs 6 dduaros (S and

similarly S and ^. We. objects that this makes of that which is peculiar in

the narrative something quite trivial. But if it was the author's design to

impress the lesson of the herem and its awful character, he would quite as

appropriately make Agag lament his fate, as to make him self-confident or

defiant. The savage courage of Zebah and Zalmunna in meeting death, and

the arrogant temper of Adonibezek (Jd. 8'^ i") would not adorn the tale,

where such a lesson is to be drawn.— 33. ^c^t] ©'' adds ui'oO 'Aarjp, which is

confirmed by \ filius doloris (Cod. Leg.). As an ixn is found in the time of

Esau (Gen. 36^'- ^), and as Amalek is brought into the same genealogy (Gen.

36^2. 16^^ it does not seem impossible for Agag to be addressed as 'Son of

Aser,' and the reading maybe original. — fiDi:'^] occurs in this place only.

The meaning is agreed upon liy the versions and the commentaries. Possibly

we should read J'D""'!, cf Jd. 14*', which, however, signifies to tear in pieces with
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the hands. The change is advocated by Graetz (^Gesch. d. Jiiden, i, 188),

and suggested, with a query, by Dr.— 34. That Samuel's home is at Ramah
is in accord with i^.— 35. That Samuel mourned for Saul is taken up in the

next chapter, and the statement here prepares the way for that. But the final

clause 1J1 cnj nirT>i does not fit well in this connexion. It is evidently a

circumstantial clause, and in 16^ is entirely in place. Here it must mean

though Yahiveh had rejected him, which may be justified by analogy, but would

imply blame of Samuel. The connexion is better if it be stricken out. Budde

begins the next section with it, but this does not seem natural.

I SAMUEL XVI.-2 SAMUEL L SAUL AND DAVID.

In the present arrangement of the Books of Samuel this is the

second great division of the history. The introduction of David

marks an epoch. There is no reason to doubt, however, that the

same sources continue, for the death of Saul must have been re-

lated by both the authors who have given so much attention to

his life. That various documents are combined in the history as

it stands must be evident from the numerous discrepancies and

duplicate accounts. Not improbably more than the two which

have furnished the preceding history may be discovered here.

XVI. 1-13. The anointing of David.— Samuel is sent to

Bethlehem, where, among the sons of Jesse, he is divinely directed

to the choice of the right one, and anoints him as king. The ten-

dency of the critics has been to make the section a late insertion.

But several things indicate that it is the direct continuation of the

preceding narrative. There seems to be nothing in the style or

language which requires us to separate them. The rejection of

Saul should logically be followed by the designation of his suc-

cessor. In this author's view, the people should have a theocratic

ruler. Saul was no longer such ; Samuel had retired. It seems

impossible that the people should be left shepherdless. To this

must be added the prominence which David had (in the later

view) as a ruler especially chosen of Yahweh. It can hardly be

supposed that this choice would not be made known in his youth.

From the point of view of chapter 15, there is everything to make

this section the natural continuation of that. Nor can I see that

the position of Samuel is any different. His fear is introduced

only to account for the secrecy of his movements.
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1. The word of Yahweh comes to Samuel : How long dost thou

grieve over Said, when I have rejected him from ruling over Israel ?

The circumstantial clause is quite in place here.— Fill thy horn

with oil'] as though the particular horn used in anointing Saul

were to be used again. Possibly the author is influenced by the

later conception of an anointing horn as part of the sacred fur-

niture, as Solomon is anointed with the horn of oil taken from

Yahweh's tent, i K. i^''.— And come, I will send thee to Jesse the

Bethlehemite'] the n:^wie. Jesse (Yishshai) belongs to this man alone

in the Old Testament. Its etymology is obscure. Bethlehem, a

well-known Judahite town five miles south of Jerusalem, still flour-

ishes under its old name.— I have looked me out a king] Gen. 22*

41^^^ 2 K. lo''^.— 2. Samuel's objection is put in the form of a

question : How shall I go, since Saul will hear of it and kill me ?

The older commentators are somewhat exercised by Samuel's

timidity in the face of a direct divine command, and extenuate it

on the ground of natural human infirmity (Schm.). The narrator

was more concerned to account for the privacy of the transaction.

Hence the subterfuge : Take in thy hand a calf and say : To sac-

rifice to Yahweh am I come] the casuistry of the commentators

attempts to justify Samuel's reticence, on the ground that he told

one of the reasons for which he came.— 3. And invite Jesse to

the sacrifice— / will tell thee what thou shall do— and anoint

whom I shallpoint out to thee.— 4. The command is carried out,

and at Sanmel's approach, the elders of the city came trembling to

meet him] Samuel had the word of Yahweh, and therefore dis-

posed of life and death : videtur fuisse consternatio orta ex impro-

viso adventu tanti viri (Schm.), Hence their question : Does thy

coming betoken good, O Seer? i K. 2^^ As Samuel's coming could

hardly bring war, but might bring calamity, the translation peace

is not appropriate.— 5. Giving a reassuring answer and stating

the ostensible object of his coming, he adds : Purify yourselves

and rejoice with me at the sacrifice] which was of course a feast,

9'^. The purification required was removal of ceremonial defile-

ment. Samuel \i\vi\'^t\iprepared (consecrated) Jesse and his sons,

and invited them to the sacrifice] the ritual observances necessary

in such case were, of course, best known to a priest-prophet.

What follows seems to take place at the lustration, and we hear
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no more of the sacrifice.'— 6. When they came in order before

him (as appears from the later verses), he was pleased with the

eldest, Eliab, and said to himself: Surely in the presence of Yahweh
is his anointed'] 1 2''. A dialogue went on in the consciousness

of the prophet. His own choice was moved by personal attrac-

tions, but Yahweh looked deeper.— 7. Look not at his person or

the height of his stature] though this had been emphasized (in

the other document) in the case of Saul.— For I have rejected

him] so far as the particular question now before us is concerned.

— For not as man sees doth God see] the text is emended after

%.— For man looks at the appearance, but Yahweh looks at the

heart] the contrast is between bodily and mental endowments.

—

8, 9. A similar sentence is passed on Abinadab and Shammah.—
10. So Jesse made his seven sons pass before Samuel] namely, the

seven who were in the house, only to discover that Yahweh had
not chosen these.— 11. To Samuel's inquiry whether all had come,

Jesse confesses : There is still the youngest, and he is a shepherd

with the flock] 1
7'^^. Samuel asks that he be sent for : for we

will not begin the sacrifice until he come hither] the text is not

altogether certain.— 12. Jesse, in accordance with the command,

sent and brought him : And he was ?-uddy, a youth offine eyes

ajid goodly appearance] nearly the same description is repeated

17''^'. Samuel receives the command to anoint him.— 13. So he

was anointed, and the Spirit of Yahzveh came upon David from
that day onwards] as had been the case with Saul, lo®-^**. David

has not been mentioned by name until this point. This is prob-

ably intentional, to heighten the effect. The narrative ends with-

out further account of the proposed sacrifice, only adding after

the anointing : Samuel arose and went to Ramah.

1. inSiTN lSi] generally we find iS followed either by another imperative,

or by a finite verb with i. But cf. "[npN Nj hdS Num. 23-"; ^i^'ix na*? Num.
24I*. '!iMj 'Uffffai is found also in the form la'iN (perhaps man of YahweJi).*

— in^Nn] in this sense in E (passages are cited above).— 2. j;n!:*i] the perfect

with tvait) consecutive continues the imperfect in any of its senses, so after

particles which give a contingent sense, Dr., Tenses^, § 115, Davidson, Syntax,

§53 b, and the examples there cited, especially 2 S. 12I8. The pisqa in the

* But itt' seems to be one element of the name iir*i3iS', 266, etc. Hommel com-

pares I-shai with I-chabod, I-thamar and I-ezer {A/tisrael Ueberlicferuiig, p. 116).

L
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middle of the verse indicates (as usual) a different mode of verse division.

-\p2 n'?J;'] Dt. 21^ Is. 7'-^!. The expression indicates that nSjy might be

used of the young of other animals (? the camel).— it'j] cf. 148*.

—

3. nan] is a mistake for n^T*? which is used with ^!^p•'1 v.^ (erroneous antici-

pation of the HDia in the latter verse).— "i^Sx ncx—\rN] perhaps w/w/n I shall

command thee, cf. nin^ i^ idk 'D 2 S. 16".— 4. inxip'? . . . nSnn] the con-

structio pregnans as often, Jd. 14^ 15I1
i S. 2i'-^.— icN'i] might be justified as

the indefinite one said; but as the elders are a distinct and limited body, it is

probable that we should read the plural, with the versions and 30 MSS. (DeR.).

— a'?::'] read cSa-n. At the end of the verse (S adds 6 ^k4ttwv, that is ns-in,

which can be construed here only as a vocative. The insertion by a scribe is

hardly probable, while the omission by one who thought the title not digni-

fied enough for Samuel is supposable.— 5. Vinpnn] the regular term for pre-

paring oneself for approaching God, Jos. 3*^.— n^ra •'HN onN3i] koI iV(ppd.vdr\T€

ixer'' i/xov a-fiiJ.epoi' (3^^ : et state mecum et jocunditniniX (Cod. Leg.). As |[§

is entirely commonplace and (g^^ is more vigorous, I have followed Th., al.,

in adopting the latter.— a'-ip''i] is used of Moses when he consecrated the

priests, Ex. 28*1 (P), but also when he prepared the people for the special

presence of God, Ex. 19" (E); cf. also i S. 7I.— 6. The names of the three

sons here mentioned are repeated x^^^.— iDN^i] the verb is frequently used

in the sense of saying to oneself, thinking.— ix] is strongly asseverative.

—

7. insic] all that appears to the eye.— mxn nsn> -i;:%x] the ellipsis is too

harsh and we must suppose a fault in the.text. We., Dr., Bu. emend, after (g,

to a^n'^x ns-\i D^^^^•l nxni nrto. Th. had proposed the same except that he

retained nrs. He is now followed by Ki., with the translation: God does 7iot

regard ivhat man regards. This is defensible, but if part of (@ is taken, the

presumption is in favour of the whole.— aijv'^] is difficult, because it does not

occur elsewhere in this sense— though nearly so in Lev. 13^ Num. ii'' (?)

cf. Lev. 13^^ cited by Dr. It must be contrasted with 33SS; as the latter

must mean (Yahweh looks) at the inner man (cf. BDB. s.v^ we need an

expression meaning at the outer man ; els irp6a<j>Trav © may be only an attempt

to render |^, but invites us to substitute D^'Jisi;', for which, however, there is no

analogy.— 8. aijox] the same name occurs 7^— 9. ncr] is apparently the

same with nyci:.', 2 S. 13^.— 10. Vil nya-^'] means his seven sons, not seven

of his sons, which would be differently expressed. It is therefore inaccurate.

nna followed by a seems to be Deuteronomic, Dt. 7" 14^ 18^ i S. lo^*.

—

11. isnn] supply inyV as in Jos. 3" 4" (JE).— -int] seems to be lacking

in (5 and the sense is good without it (Bu.).— njni] is probably an abbrevi-

ated spelling of injm, though, as the subject immediately precedes, it is not

absolutely necessary that the suffix be expressed.— jxsa n;;i] not pasturing

the flock but acting as shepherd with the flock.— aoj] KaraKXiduiinep (3^^;

avai(M6wfxiv (Q^; discumbemus %. As avaKKiais seems to represent 2Dn in

Cant, i^'- it is not certain that ^ had a different reading: KaTaicKivofxai more-

over does not anywhere render 2-i'\ As 22D is used of going about the altar

as a part of the sacrificial worship, Samuel may mean we 7vill not begirt the
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sacrifice until he come. % seems to interpret ar^'X.— 12. D-'JV n£3''~Dj;] is im-

possible in spite of nx-iD ns-i-a;', 17*2. in both passages we must restore a'^v

20^- as was seen by Graetz and, independently of him, by Krenkel, ZA TW.
II. p. 309. Kl. proposes n>'i' ijidin, red-haired.— \y^] for nxnc, here only.

— 13. n'^sm] perhaps chosen with conscious reference to 10"'. The accession

of the spirit in the case of Saul was, however, spasmodic. The idea of the

author seems to be that with David it was constant.— in] so written in

Samuel and Kings; in Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah iin. The meaning

of the name is unknown. Cf. BDB, s.v.— nV^'ci] of time as 30''^.

14-23. The first account of David's coining to court.— Saul is

tormented by a divine visitation, apparently mental perturbation.

Music being a known remedy, his courtiers recommend him to

seek a skilful harper. On his approval of the plan, David is

mentioned by one of the courtiers, and Saul sends for him. Com-
ing to court, David speedily establishes himself in the favour of

the king.

The affliction of Saul is ascribed to a7i evil spirit from Yahweh
in v.", the remainder of the account has the Spirit of God, twice

with the adjective evil {y\}^- ^^), once in the current text without

qualification. The difference in the use of the divine name prob-

ably shows that v." has been modified by the redaction. The rest

of the paragraph is homogeneous except a slight insertion in v.^".

It is difficult to discover the exact idea of the Spirit of God in

the mind of this author. There seems to be no trace of a belief

in the existence of evil spirits, in our sense of the word, throughout

the earlier period of Hebrew literature. And if the belief existed,

the spirits could hardly be called evil spirits of God. In an instruc-

tive passage of the later history, i K. 22^^-", we find the Spirit

offering to be a spirit of deceit in the mouth of the prophets.

From this we conclude that the Spirit thought of as the agency

of evil was the same Spirit which stirred up men to good, and

it is not improbable that the adjective evil is a later insertion

in the account before us. The author's conception is certainly

very different from that of v.^^ in which the Spirit seems to be

viewed as the constant endowment of a consecrated person.

14-23. In 14^2 the author remarks that whenever Saul saw a valiaiit man
he attached him to himself. This cannot be the conclusion of the history of

Saul, and there is every probability that it was intended to introduce the history

of David. The original connexion with the passage before us, however, has
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been obscured. In the body of the paragraph, Saul's affliction is ascribed to

a^nVx nn. The original narrative must have used the same term at the first

mention of the trouble. But we novi^ find in v.^*, mni ns'D n;?Tnn, and as the

opening part of that verse expressly declares that the Spirit of Ya/iweh had
departed from Saul (with evident reference to his coming upon David, v. '3)

we conclude that v.i* has been composed for its present place. The critics

are not agreed; Ku. (^HCO^. p. 384 cf. p. 388) supposes something cut out for

the insertion of \^-\Q^. Bu. (^RS. p. 214) and Co. {F.inl^. p. 102) find 16^*

the direct continuation of 14^2^ j^i_ supposes that this is the beginning of a

new document— a life of David.

14. As now read, the verse says that the Spirit of Yahweh de-

partedfrom Saul and an evil spiritfrom Yahiaeh troubled him'] the

verb means fell suddenly upon or startled. The afifliction mani-

fested itself in sudden or unreasoning fits of terror. Both mental

and physical disease (but especially mental) were ascribed to the

agency of evil spirits until very recent times, even in the most

enlightened communities, cf. Schm. I. p. 549, Nevius, Demon
Possession (1896). The wording of this verse may show that

the author had such an idea, though, of course, he did not think

of an organized kingdom of Satan, such as meets us in later times.

He is careful, in fact, to show that this agent (or agency) was

entirely subject to Yahweh by defining it as he does. The Arab

idea that an insane person is possessed by a jinn is nowhere dis-

tinctly expressed in the Old Testament. Besides the lying spirit

in the mouth of Ahab's prophets, we may cite here the evil spirit

sent by God between Abimelech and his subjects in Shechem, Jd.

9-1 Possibly the spirit of jealousy mentioned in Num. 5" may

be brought into the same category. The term used in the rest of

this account shows a different conception.— 15, 16. Saul's ser-

vants propose a remedy for his affliction : An evil spirit of God is

troubling thee ; let thy servants speak, and they ivill seek a man
skilful in playing the lyre] the instrument is one of those most

frequently mentioned in the Old Testament. Music is associated

with benign possession (by the spirit of God) in the case of the

Prophets, 10"' 2 K. 3''. Here it is expected to procure relief from

obsession. A similar belief was held by the Greeks and Latins.*

* Ut ostendit Pythagoras apud Senecam, Schm. p. 551 citing Serarius, " qui

addit plures autores atque exemplaria."
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— 17. Saul assents, saying: Look out for me a man who plays

well and bring him to me^ the king puts the qualification in some-

what higher terms than the courtiers.— 18. One of the attendants

mentions David as the very man for the place— a musician, a

man of valour, a soldier, judicious in speech, and a man of pres-

ence, and Yahweh is with him'\ the panegyric is the recommenda-

tion of a friend at court, and must not be taken too literally. But

it certainly implies that David had already had some experience

in war, and had attained to man's estate. No supposition will

enable us to harmonize this statement with the earher part of this

chapter, and with some parts of 17.— 19. The result is that Saul

sends messengers to Jesse, saying : Se7id me David thy soji] that

he is described as being with the flock is probably an afterthought

of a scribe, though it was not by any means derogatory to a grown

man to take charge of the flocks, as is seen in the cases of Moses

and Jacob.— 20. Obedient to the message, Jesse took te?i loaves

of bread and a skin of wine and a kid~\ the modest present of a

farmer to his king, and sent them by the hand of David his son to

Saul'\ it was not good form to approach the king without a pres-

ent.— 21, 22. David was taken into Saul's service a7id Saul

loved him and he became one of his armour-bearers'] the king

surrounded himself with a body-guard of these squires. With the

consent of his father, David was thus a permanent member of the

court.— 23. And when the spirit of God came upon Saul, David
would take the lyre and play, and Saul would breathe freely, and
would be well, and the evil spirit would depart from hijn.

14. inn;j3i] the perfect with waw consecutive has frequentative force. —
TW\-^ PND n>n"nn] the spirit is nowhere else described with so much circum-

spection. In Samuel we find both nin> nn (10^) and d\i'?n nn. The MSS.
vary in 1 1^. In one instance |^ has n;jn nin^ nn where © found dihSn. The
tendency of the scribes to substitute ainSx for the more sacred name makes

it probable that in this case (5 is secondary. Both n;j-\ QinSx nn and nini nn
nyn seem to me to be ungrammatical, and I suspect that the original was

simply d^'hSn nn throughout this paragraph.— 16. "l^JoS inay ujiN xriDX^

iii'pa^] is hardly possible (as is shown by We., Dr., and acknowledged by Bu.)

though retained by Kl., and Ki., with a slight change. (5^ has eliraTwaav 5^

01 Sov\ol (Tou 4vunyi6v crou Ka\ ^TjTTjiTaTcoo-ai' which should probably be restored.

S omits after nj v.^^ to unvS NJ-^D^"l v.^^. Probably the translators did not

have UJTN, as the omission then becomes a clear case of homeoteleuton.

—
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pjD JJT'] is in v.i^ pj j;i\ As there is no reason why the expression should

vary in so short a space we should probably read |jj j-\^ in both cases, and

this is favoured by (@. On the -\md cf. Benzinger, //e/>r. Archliol. p. 274.

—

D^nVx] is lacking in <Q^S>.—no pj] iS^*^ 19^ the variant of (@ {he shall play on

his lyre) is the substitution of a more obvious word.— 17. pjV a^on] Is. 23^^

Ez. 33^'' Ps. 2i^-
— '^ t<j"iN-\] cf. 1'? •'n\s-i v.i.— 18. -»2T |nji] discriminating

in speech.— ixn triNi] generally we find inh hd'', Gen, 39^. But in English

we also speak of a man of presence instead of a man ofgood presence.—
my ninii] the meaning is that he is prospered in what he undertakes, 10^

Jd. 1^2; cf. Gen. 39^.— 19. ^NSa nti'N] is regarded as a harmonistic insertion

by Bu. and Co. {Einl^. p. 102). The objection to it is that Saul has nowhere

been told that David is with the flock.— 20. anS ncn] is contrary to analogy.

Bread is always counted in loaves, and we should doubtless (with We., Dr.)

correct to on"? mn';', which is found in the parallel, 1
7^'^. mirj? was first cor-

rupted to iDj; which is represented in ^^^, and then as that was seen to be

absurdly small lion was substituted. ©'-' has expanded the text as has I
—

asinum, et imposuit super gomor panis (Cod. Leg.) — and this has been taken

by Bu. into his text in the form onS Nivn 1"''?J? D^'M nitn. But this is one of the

frequent cases in which the longer text is suspicious.— 21. vjfjS nn^M] ex-

presses the fact that David became one of the king's personal attendants,

I K. 12^.— 23. a''nSx nn] is corrected in all the versions to njn nn or nn
nyn a^^'?^<. I suppose pj to be original, as the more difficult reading, and more

likely to be emended by a scribe.— Six'i'S nni] Job 32^1, where Elihu declares

that he must relieve himself by speech. The word would therefore favour O's

understanding of Saul's malady as accompanied by fits of suffocation. But cf.

T\TW-\, Ex. 8^^— T\-)-\7\ nn] can doubtless be justified by parallel instances, cf.

Dr., Notes, p. 45 (on 61^). But I suspect the whole last clause to be a late

addition, the sense being complete without it.

XVII. 1-XVIII. 5. The single combat of David with Goliath.

— The familiar story need not here be rehearsed. We may pass

at once to the critical problems which it presents. The first fact

which claims attention is that a large family of Greek MSS., rep-

resented by (§^, omit considerable sections of the narrative, to

wit, 1712-31.41 iy55_jg5^ T\\Q. critics are still divided on the question

which recension is original. Wellhausen in his study of the text

decided for (^, because harmonistic omissions imply a critical in-

sight which we cannot suppose in the translators. This argument,

though afterwards given up by We. himself, is still good. The

universal rule in such cases is that the presumption is against

the longer text. The argument is strengthened in this case by

the phenomena observed in chapter 18, where also some sections
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are omitted by (3^. In that chapter it is generally agreed that

the omission leaves a continuous, and therefore original, text.

The probabiUty that the same causes have been at work in the

two contiguous chapters is very strong. In the present chapter,

the shorter text is perfectly consistent with itself, and the omis-

sions do not leave any appreciable hiatus. Whether the omitted

sections also form a continuous narrative, as is claimed by Cornill,

may, however, be doubted. Yet they have the appearance of parts

of an independent document which has lost something in being

fitted into another text.

We have had two accounts of David in the preceding chapter.

Our first thought is that the two documents are continued in the

present story, and that the lines of cleavage are indicated by the

differences in the text. In fact, the omitted sections show affin-

ity with 16''^^^. In both, David is the shepherd lad, the youngest

of his father's sons. The natural sequence of the anointing by

Samuel, is an exploit which will bring David to the notice of the

people. More difficulty is encountered in making 1
7^"^^- ^-~*°- *-~^

continue 16^*""''. In the account of David's coming to court, he

is described as already an experienced warrior, while in our

chapter he is called by Saul a youth. This objection is not

perhaps decisive ; Saul might well call a younger man by this

term, even though he had already reached years of discretion.

Nor can we say that David's inexperience in the use of armour

of proof is altogether inconsistent with what is said in 16^^. Even

an experienced warrior might not be familiar with that sort of

armament. And again, the use of the sling is not a sign of youth

or inexperience. The weapon used by the Benjamites who could

sling at a hair without missing, Jd. 20^", and who are evidently

regarded as a formidable corps, was not a plaything.

But when all is said, the incongruity of this account with what

precedes is marked. Saul appears as a timid and irresolute man.

The whole impression made by David is different from the de-

scription of him we have just had. The style of the narrator is

more diffuse and less vivid than the parts of the Saul document

which we have studied. For these reasons it seems impossible to

make the identification proposed. Yet we need an account of an

exploit on the part of David to account for Saul's outbreak of
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jealousy. The author who makes him Saul's favourite armour-

bearer in 1 6, and then makes Saul plot against him in 18, must

give a motive for the change of mind. He must, at least, make
David very successful in battle and so arouse the king's jealousy.

The fact that Goliath was slain by Elhanan 2 S. 21^''' would weigh

somewhat against the present form of this narrative. The natural

conclusion is that in place of this chapter there was originally (as

a continuation of 16-^) a brief account of David's prowess against

the PhiUstines. This was later replaced by the present circum-

stantial story, which, however, was first circulated without the addi-

tions which we find in ^ as compared with (3.

On the critical questions the reader may consult, besides the usual authori-

ties, W. R. Smith, OT/C-. pp. 120-124, 43^-433; Cornill in the Konigsberger

Studien, I. pp. 25-34; and Bonk, De Davide Israelitarum Rege (Disserta-

tion, 1891), pp. 17-27. All these authors agree that the recension of (5 has

not arisen by omissions from that of pj, but that a different document has

been inserted in |[^. WRS. argues for the original coherence of the narrative

of (5 with i6^''"-'\ which I have not brought myself to assert. Yet there is

nothing to prevent our supposing that there once stood here a brief account

of David's exploit which did continue i6i'*"-3.

1-11. Fresh attack by the Philistines. — The enemy invade

Judah. The situation is described, the point of importance being

the presence of a champion who challenges Israel. — 1. The
Philistines gathered their forces for 7var'\ a similar opening is

found 28\— And gathered at Shocoh'] identified as "a strong

position isolated from the rest of the ridge " west of Bethlehem,

still bearing the name Shinveikeh. An invasion of Judah in order

to attack Saul is hardly probable, and an early author would make
the Judahites call upon Saul for help. The invading army camped
bettveeii Shocoh and Azekah'\ mentioned in Jos.

15'^''' in connexion

with Shocoh. From its name it seems to have been a stronghold,

of. Jar. 34'.— In Ephes-Danimim~\ as the situation is sufficiently

described by the names of Shocoh and Azekah, this redundant

statement is suspicious. On the conjecture which emends it to

on the brink of the waters see the critical note. — 2. Saul with his

army camped in the Valley of Elah'\ or of the Oak, cf. 21'". The
present name Wady es-Sant resembles the ancient one in that

Saiit is also a tree. — And arraxed the battle to meet the Philis-
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tines'] 4^ 2 S. lo^- ^°.— 3. Atid the Philistines ivere standing on the

hill on this side, and Israel was standing on the hill on that side,

and the valley was between theni] this is evidently meant to de-

scribe the situation at the time of the duel, and favours the

shorter text, in which David's attack follows at once upon the

challenge ; whereas in the section inserted by ^ the challenge

was repeated morning and evening for forty days.— 4. And there

came out from the ranks of the Philistines a champion^ this is the

only word we can use — the Hebrew term is obscure. — Whose

name was Goliath 0/ GatJi] according to 2 S. 21" he belonged to a

family of giants. His height— six cubits and a span — would be

at the smallest computation about ten English feet. — 5-7. He
was formidable not only by his size, but also by reason of his

armour. The defensive armour is all of bronze— helmet and

breastplate of scales'] like the scales of a fish, plates overlapping

each other and allowing free movement ; whose weight was five

thousand shekels of bronze] say a hundred and fifty pounds avoir-

dupois.— And bronze greaves upon hisfeet] there seems to be no

doubt of the meaning, though the word for greaves occurs no-

where else. — And a bronze javelin between his shoulders] the

text is somewhat doubtful. A javelin was carried between the

shoulders, at least sometimes, as Bochart shows from Homer
(citation in Keil and Dr.). But the bronze seems to indicate a

defensive weapon, and some Rabbinical authorities conjectured

a back plate.— 7. And the shaft of his spear was like a weaver's

beam] in size, 2 S. 21^" i Chr. ii-'^; and the head of the spear was

six hundred shekels of iron. The principal object of the descrip-

tion is to show how impregnable the man seemed to be. Added
to the enormous weight of his panoply, was his helper and squire

— and one carrying the shield went before him.— 8. The cham-

pion, having stepped forward from the ranks, stood and cried out

to the ranks of Israel] it was, and is, the Arab custom for the

.
warrior to vaunt his own prowess and to satirize his enemies, as a

challenge to single combat. In this case the challenge is based

upon the uselessness of a general engagement when the single

combat would settle the whole matter; Why do you cojue out to

form the line of battle ? Am not I a Philisti?ie, ajid you servants

of Saul? He offers himself as a sample of his nation. Choose a
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man and let hittt cotne down to me ! The Israelites standing on

the slope were above him. — 9. The whole issue will be staked

on the duel— If he be able to fight with me and smite me, then we

will become your servants'] and conversely. — 10. In conclusion

the champion renews the challenge : / have taunted the ranks of

Israel to-day— give me a man that we may fight together] the

challenge becomes a taunt, when no one is brave enough to

accept it. It is possible, however, that some abusive language

has been left out.— 11. The only result in the ranks of Israel is

fear, amounting almost to a panic. That the situation could not

last forty days is evident. In the original narrative David, already

a member of Saul's body-guard, steps forward at once and accepts

the challenge — v.^- is the immediate continuation of this verse.

1. The verse continues the preceding narrative as well as it joins to any of

the preceding sections. — 3n>j,-ia 'a isDsii] cf. Dnijnn pn 'd isJp", 28^. The

second iflDN''i is suspicious and may indicate that the text has been made up

from two documents.— nDir] Soux'^^ ®- As Eusebius speaks of hvo villages,

upper and lower, it is possible that the plural is original (We. who refers

to Euseb. Onom. under So/cxoi)- Two separate places with this name are

mentioned in Joshua i^'^'. 48 Q^e of them was near Hebron, the other in the

Shephela. Probably the latter is intended here. Ruins still bear the name

Shuweikek (Baed., /Vz/^//;;^,'' p. i6i,GAS., Geog. pp. 202, 227).— D''aT DDxa]

on the reading of certain MSS. of (S, Lagarde (^Uebersicht, p. 76) restores

D''cn "13D3, cf. Buhl, Geog. p. 193 note. The overfulness of the text favours

this, or something like it, and Buhl ( Geog. p. 90) is inclined to adopt it, though

it seems doubtful whether there was water enough in the wady to justify the

language. Pas-Dammim occurs i Chr. ii^^ as the scene of a battle fought by

David and his men. Possibly the text here is conflate.— 2. On the Wadi es-

Sant, Buhl, Geog. p. 18.— n^x] terebinth or oak, cf. Moore, Judges, p. 121/

with the references there given.— 3. r^npS in;?, to draiv up the line of battle,

usually without ncn*?):. The language of the account reminds us of the

description of Michmash (nra as 14"*).— 4. mjnac] the army has already

been described as standing in order of battle, and it is plain that we should

read P3n;c2 with (g (Th., We., Dr., Kl., Bu., Ki.). Where (@l got its dupli-

cate translation iK iravrbs tov \aov ttjx Trapard^eus is not clear.— a''j3n"!:'ix]

has not been satisfactorily explained. (S has avrip SwarSs, IL vir spwius.

The Hebrew is generally interpreted as the man ofthe interspace between two

armies. But the space between two armies is not two spaces— except in the

probably rare case where a watercourse divides it. There is, therefore, no

reason for the dual. It is doubtful whether Josephus can he cited for this

interpretation, though he describes Goliath as standing between the two

armies. Kimchi in this interpretation (cited by Dr. and also by Schm.)
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voices Jewish conjecture. Earlier Jewish tradition is represented by % and a

fragmentary Targum (cited by Dr. from Lag.) according to which the words

mean one born ofmixed race— the Targum adds that he was the son of Sam-

son and of Orpah the Moabitess. KI. conjectures •'Z-zr,, heavy armed.— jT'Sj]

names of men have the feminine form not infrequently in Arabic. For six

cubits (5 has fotir, which hardly makes the giant large enough to carry his

armour.— 5. nc*nj] some alloy of copper. As remarked by We., |^ is con-

sistent in making the defensive armour of this material, and the oifensive

of iron.— 6. mirpB'p] also of the scales of the ' great dragon ' Ezek. 29*.—
nu'nj] bronze and iron (5.— nni-ni] should be pointed as a plural, Ki/rj/uiSes

@— Th., We., al.— pi^DJ aa-nis (S everywhere except in this chapter translates

either po or nji-. Kl. conjectures irr, which, however, is always a bowl or pan.

Possibly this clause has been interpolated from v.*^. — 7. vni] Kt. is doubtless

to be corrected to 171 Qre.— luc] occurs only in the phrase of the text. Cf.

Moore, Proc. Am. Or. Sac. 1889, p. 179, and fudges, p. 353.— njs] seems to

have been the large shield, in distinction from the smaller pc.— 8. \'^i:''?sn] for

which @ has a\\6(pv\os without the article. The latter seems more vivid, as

though the champion in assumed modesty said : /am one ofmany, make trial

of me and judge of the rest by the result.— n^] is unintelligible. Restore

nna with the versions, cf. i K. iS^^ (Dr. and Weir). — 9. The regular hypo-

thetical sentence beginning with an imperfect and carried on by a perfect with

waw consecutive, Davidson, Syntax, § \Tpa. — 10. v^Din] can mean only

I have insidted ox taunted, and must describe what the giant has already done.

As the preceding verses contain only the challenge to fight, we must suppose

that the unaccepted challenge was itself an insult, as indeed it was. But there

may have been some abusive language in the original document which a

scribe left out as blasphemous.— 11. irrnn] a strong word. They were broken

in spirit, were dismayed, cf. Dt. 1 21 318 Jos. i^.

12-31. David's coming to camp. — The narrative goes back

to the family of Jesse at Bethlehem. The three sons who are

named in 1 6^^ are here said to have gone to the army. David,

the youngest, is called from the flock by his father to carry sup-

plies to his brothers. He comes to the camp just as the Phihs-

tine utters his customary challenge. Inquiring more particularly

about the promised reward, he is taken to Saul, who consents to

his fighting.

The paragraph is lacking in (S° and is marked with an asterisk

in some MSS. It is inserted in ^ and in ^, but the differences are

such as to warrant us in saying that the two translations are made
by different hands. In the case of -^ also, the translator does not

appear to be the one from whom we have the rest of the Book.
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12-16. The household of Jesse is described so far as is neces-

sary to the present purpose. Jesse himself is too old to go to the

war, and David is regarded as too young. Three of the sons are

in the ranks. What has become of the other four is not told.—
12. And David was son of an Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah
whose name was Jesse, and who had eight sons. The man was in

the days of Saul an old man, advanced in years'\ such is apparently

the intention of the ungrammatical or corrupt Hebrew. The ad-

jective Ephrathite as applied to inhabitants of Bethlehem is found

only here and in Ruth i".— 13, 14. The three sons, whose names

are given, hadgone after Saul~\ the tautology of the verses is in-

tolerable.— David luas the youngest'] as already told. — 15. The

verse is a plain attempt to harmonize this account with i6''*"^. As

it stands it can mean only that David's custom was to go to and

fro between his home and the court. The improbability is obvi-

ous, and the contradiction with 16-- is not yet removed.

—

16. Another harmonistic verse, intended to give David time to

reach the camp. As Bethlehem is only a few miles from Shocoh

the author has been too generous : The Philistine drew near morn-

ing and evening and took his stand, forty days.

The present form of this paragraph seems to be due to the

redactor. It cannot have continued 16'"^^ directly, but seems to

be dependent on that. There would be no difficulty in making

the author of 16'"'^ speak briefly of the Philistine invasion and

add : the three oldest sons ofJesse went after Saul to the war, con-

tinuing by v.^'^.

12. nin] if it be grammatical, the word must qualify David : and this

David, son of an Ephrathite. But even then the sentence does not give a

clear construction. The word is omitted by S', and was differently read by

O^J^— probably these point to an original Nin which would be in place.

—

D'^r'jNa to] is unmeaning. The synonym of ^pt is a^'DO N3 which should

probably be restored here. ffic^Si seem to point to D'ijso n'O against which

nothing can be said, except that it occurs nowhere else. Dr., following Hitzig,

strikes out N2 as erroneous duplication of the two letters which follow. Kl.

conjectures ncnScn tjn^ NJr of which there seems to be a hint in 2C. —
13. iD^^n . . . I3'?'ii] is redundant and impossible. One of the two verbs must

be stricken out, and the last one is actually omitted by <S^,S.

17-19. The mission of David.— He is commanded by his

father: Take to thy brothers this epha of parched corn] parched



XVII. 12-23 157

corn is ears of wheat or barley plucked just before they are ripe,

and roasted or singed in the fire. It is still eaten in Palestine,

and is especially fitted for provision for travellers or soldiers, cf.

2 S. 1 7^. The epha is something over a bushel. The army had

of course no regular commissariat. To this provision were added

ten of the round flat loaves of the fellahin. — Aiid bring them in

haste~\ 2 Chr. 35'". — 18. David was also to take ten cheeses to

the captain of the thousand, to ask his brothers of their welfare,

and to take their pledge. What this means is uncertain, and no

emendation yet suggested improves upon the text. Possibly some

token had been agreed upon which they should send home in

place of a letter. — 19. Jesse concludes his command by indi-

cating the locality in which they were to be found.

17. nrn cn"^] read nin an'^n, the n has been lost after r\-\y; (Dr., Bu.).

—

18. ^'^^^\r^ 'Sin] although not found elsewhere, plainly means cheeses. Nothing

else made of milk would be appropriate. Ancient tradition, as represented in

the versions, agrees with this.— anai"] oVa av xp'hC^'^^v {yvciarj) <S^ may

point to anans — their need, as was pointed out by Cappellus, Critica Sacra,

p. 286, whereas et cum quibus ordinati sunt IL would favour anai". But npn

would agree with neither of these.— 19. That the verse is part of Jesse's

speech is seen by Schm. and most of the recent commentators. Kl. dissents.

20-25. David's visit to the camp.— Rising early in the morn-

ing, he left the flock in the hand of the keeper^ cf. v."'. After his

journey of about twelve miles, he came to the entrenchmentJust as

the army Tuas going forth to line of battle and shouting the war-

cry] lit. shouting in the battle. But the battle was not joined.

The picture of the two armies going through this parade forty

days in succession, only to hear the swelling words of Goliath, is

ludicrous.— 22. On discovering the situation, David put off the

vessels'] bags or baskets, we may suppose, into the hand of the

keeper of the baggage, and ran to the rajiks] the eagerness of a

lad to see the battle needs no comment. The boys among

Mohammed's followers at Medina wept when they were pro-

nounced too young to go to war. As he had been commanded,

he came and asked his brothers of their welfare] cf. v.^*.— 23. The

champion appears * and speaks according to these words] the words

* Notice that the champion's name is given in full, as if he had not been named

before.
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given above.— 24. Atid David and all the men of Israel heard,

and ivhen they saw the man, they feared greatly and fled before

him. The received text puts the effect before the cause. The

language impHes that the ranks were thrown into confusion.—
25. The universal talk was to this effect : Have you seen this

man ? To insult Israel he has come up. The king will greatly

enrich the man who shall smite him. He will give him his daughter

also, and will make his father's house free in Israel'\ exempt from

exactions of service or of property.

20. iDU'] is used of a keeper of sheep nowhere else.— xa'^i] without the

object is not common, and one is tempted to correct to jJDii.— nSjj'Dn] the

same word (without the accusative ending) 26^- ''. (@i'^ has (TTpoyyv\ooffis

here, which means something roamt or founded— an entrenchment around

the camp? The Hebrew word is usually supposed to mean a wagon-barri-

cade. But we never hear of wagons in Saul's army, and the hill country in

which he marched was exceedingly unfavourable to them.— KS\n] by omitting

the article we get a good circumstantial clause, as was already seen by Tanchum.

— nsn'^D^] may have been originally ncn':'GS (Th.).— 21. ^\-\^;^\^'] the femi-

nine with a collective subject, of. 3nid Mm, 2 S. 8'^. — 22. E'taii] here in the

sense oS.putting off from one.— D'iSd] a word of wide signification— the things

which he had with him.— isi:;'] the guard left with the camp equipage.—
K'2n] is lacking in (@L^!l.— 23. ^3^D Nini] cf. Dr., Tensed, § 166. nn;?DD

Kt. is evidently a scribe's error for msnyDD Qre.— n'?Nn on^iD] the reference

is to the words given in v.^ The present account, if once an independent

document, had a similar speech of Goliath either here or as a part of its intro-

ductory paragraph.— ^n j,'D!i'"ii] should, perhaps, be joined with v.^*, in which

case a i should be prefixed to dpinis, so @^ understands.— 24. iND . . . idjm]

the two clauses are in the wrong order (logically), and I have therefore re-

versed them, with (5^. But the whole verse accords ill with v.^^, and may be

a late insertion.— 25. Ssntf'' triN] is to be taken collectively. It was not one

man who was sent out with the offer of reward, but the reward was a matter

of common fame.— oniN^n] Ges.^s 22 j.— nSj;n] is lacking in S and super-

fluous.— n*?;'] is better pointed in the perfect tense.

26-31. David's desire to meet the Philistine.— He inquires

more particularly of the reward to be given, and thus brings upon

himself a rebuke from his brother.— 26. Two questions are

reported,— the first concerns the reward : What shall be done to

the man 7uho shall smite yonder Philistine and take away reproach

from Israel? The insult of the champion lies as a burden upon

the people until it is removed by the acceptance of the challenge.
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David's estimate of the champion is manifested in a second ques-

tion : For who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he has dared

to insult the soldiers of a living God? The Philistines alone

among the neighbours of Israel are stigmatized as uncircumcised,

Jd. 14^ 15^* I S. 14*'. The language of the question is taken from

v.^''. The people reply according to the word just reported.

—

28. His brother Eliab heard the question, and was angry and

questioned him : Why is it that thou hast come down ? With

whom hast thou left that fnorsel of a flock ? The questions imply

blame, which is now directly expressed : I know thy self-will and

the evil of thy heart, for to see the battle hast thou co?ne'\ the wil-

fulness of a headstrong boy.— 29. The first half of David's reply

is plain enough. The second half is more difficult : Was it not but

a word?~\ which is generally accepted, is not satisfactory. David

did cherish the intention, for which he was rebuked by his brother

;

and it would be an evasion for him to plead that as yet he had

done nothing but ask a question. Js it not a matter of impor-

tance ? seems to be what we need, and probably the Hebrew will

bear that interpretation.— 30, 31. The earnestness of David is

shown by his refusing to debate the matter with his brother, and

turning to another quarter, where his inquiries are answered as

before. His words— evidently those expressing contempt for the

Philistine champion— were heard and reported to Saul, who took

him to himself. Perhaps we should read and they took him a7id

brought him before Saul.

26. t*?.")] may have a somewhat contemptuous force.— 1"^'^] with the force of

a subjunctive perfect; I have given a free translation.— a''>n D\n^N] Dt. 5"-^^.

—

27. ntn -i3n3] is used to avoid repetition.— 28. r]i7\n jNsn toyn] the sense is evi-

dent, though we cannot say in English i(/ie fragt7ient of those sheep.— jnrl is

the unrestrained impetuousness of a headstrong boy.— 29. Nin ijn n-'h] was

it not but a wo7-d (from 3E through Kimchi to most modern interpreters)

would require the limitation in Hebrew as well as in English. Was it not a

command oi my father? which is Luther's idea, should also be more distinctly

expressed. Is it not an affair? would certainly be an allowable translation

for the passage. Nonne res vera istud (Schm.) is substantially the same, and

hat es denn keinengrund? (Kl.) shows a similar apprehension. Kl. refers to

Am. 613.— 3i_ innpn] we should expect another expression, either he called

him, or they brought him before Saul. (S'^ has : they took him a7td brought him

before Saul.
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32-39. David volunteers to meet the Philistine. — The sec-

tion joins immediately to v.'^, as any one may convince himself

by reading them together : Saul and all hrael heard these words

of the Philistine and were terrified and feared exceedingly. But

David said to Saul : Let not my Lord's courage sink within him !

/ will go and fight this Philistine. It is difficult to conceive a

better connexion. And although the general tenor of the narra-

tive is against its direct coherence with i6'^-'^, this particular open-

ing is quite in harmony with the picture of David there presented.

— 32. A slight correction of the text is needed, and the transla-

tion already given is on this basis. — 33. Saul objects that David

is a youth and he a man of warfrom his youth. The language is

not necessarily inconsistent with i6'^, for to a seasoned warrior

like Saul, David's comparative youth is in evidence. Still, it

hardly seems likely that the author of i6^** would have put the

objection in just this form.— 34. David gives a chapter from his

experience : Thy servant was keeping sheep for his father'] this

again is not inconsistent with 16'** because the verb allows us to

date the experience some distance in the past.— And the lion

and also the bear ivould come, and take a sheep from the flock]

the occurrence was repeated more than once. The two animals

mentioned are well-known enemies of the flock.— 35. In such a

case, L would go out after him and smite him and deliver it from

his mouth. The tenses indicate that this also was a repeated

experience. And if he rose up against me, then I would seize him

by the chin and smite him and slay him.— 36. The application to

the case in hand : Both lion and bear did thy servant slay, and this

uncircu7ncised Philistine shall be like one of them. The next clause

is like the conclusion of v.^".— 37. The concluding sentence of

David's speech is a profession of faith : Yahweh who delivered me

from the paw of the lion andfrom the paw of the bear will deliver

mefrom the hand of this Philistine. The evidence of confidence

is sufficient to convince Saul, who gives his consent with a prayer

that Yahweh will be with David. — 38. Saul's loan of his armour

is comprehensible, even if David were already an experienced

soldier ; for the occasion was no common one, and the king had,

of course, the best armour.— He clothed JDavid with his garments]

is the author playing upon David's coming elevation to the throne?
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Besides the helmet of bronze ^ has a coat of mail, which is not

confirmed by (d^.— 39. David girded his sword over the eoat^

his own sword is the natural meaning, so that in the opinion of

the author he was already a warrior. Thus armed he made a vain

attempt to walk, for he had not proved them'] that is, these equip-

ments. In contrast with the heavy-armed Philistine, his strength

lay in ease and rapidity of movement. The armour was, therefore,

given up.

32. aiN] <& renders 'ji.v, which is appropriate, especially when we remember

that David is in Saul's service (Th., We., al.).— r"?;] refers to Saul himself,

cf. Jer. 8^^. It is difficult to find any other English rendering than within him,

though the conception is, doubtless, that the heart weighs upon the discour-

aged man. — 34. nvi] might be used if David had just come from the flock,

but it more naturally applies to a state which he has quitted some time in

the past.— N3i] must be frequentative. — ann-.-iNi] is impossible. i\-\r\ rix',

suggested by Graetz {^Gesch. d.Juden, I. p. 197) on the ground of©, is appro-

priate, and probably original. It may indicate that the Syrian bear was a

more formidable enemy than the Syrian lion— even the bear, n:, found in

some editions, is only a modern error for n:-. — 35. The tenses continue those

in the preceding verse, except Bp", which is supposed by Davidson, Syntax,

54, R. I, to be chosen to express a vigorous supposition. In fact, a break in

the consecution is needed because we can hardly suppose that the animal

always stood against him.— 36. an.TOj] must be made amnTx OJ to be

grammatical.— anc] (S adds: Shall I not go and smite him and remove

reproach to-dayfrom Israel? For ivho is this tmcircumciscd [that he should

taunt the ranks of a living God] ? The whole is modelled after v.-^. Possibly

this verse originally ended with anr.— 37*. nn icnm] superfluous, to our

notion, but quite in accordance with Hebrew usage, which thus introduces

concluding sentences of speeches. It is, therefore, original, though omitted

by (5^ (retained by We., Dr., Bu., Ki.). The break in the sense is indicated

by the space in the middle of the verse. In fact, a new paragraph begins with

the second half verse. — 38. vni:] a plural in form, but as a singular no is

attested by 2 S. 10*, it is possible that this is intended here; so (5 understood.

The garment intended is worn by warriors or officials, Jd. 3^^ (Ehud), 2 S. 10*

(David's ambassadors), i S. 18* (Jonathan), 2 S. 20^ (Joab). Kl., therefore,

supposes that it was a coat of defence (made of leather?); the yuoj/Suas (5 was

of sheepskin. But this is not certain. There seems no way of interpreting

the language except to suppose that the author makes Saul recognize David's

superior worth, and virtually abdicate to him by clothing him in the kingly

garment. A later paragraph has the same idea \vhen it makes Jonathan

exchange garments with David, thus figuratively putting him in his place.—
'pji] is the wrong tense, and is omitted by <S>^. Kl. supposes the original to

have been j.njii nc. — >?3ip] is written >'aij elsewhere, and by a number of MSS.

M
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is so given here.— pnti* ipn uoSm] found in |^ is omitted by (3^, and is prob-

ably a late interpolation. — 39. n^'^'^ Sn^i] is impossible. (Koniaaev @^ ren-

ders nVii, cf. Gen. 19^^ t/uy zvearied themselves tofind the door, that is, they tried

unsuccessfully to find it. The emendation is suggested by Schleusner, Nevus

Thesaurus (1820), and independently of him by several others (Dr., Notes').

With this meaning of the verb, (g is consistent in adding a7ra| koi 5is. Hovk'

(gi' came to ixci^a^ye does not appear.— nn onDii] should probably be' read

anDM with (§^, for David had been clothed by others, who would also take

the garments off ((@^ omits David's name, though it has the verb in the

singular)

.

40-54. The duel.— David goes out with the weapon to which

he is accustomed— the shng— taking pains to provide suitable

stones. After an exchange of speeches, he hits the target so suc-

cessfuUy that the giant falls prostrate, and is despatched. The fall

of the champion is followed by the rout of the Philistine army.

40. David took his club in his haiid'\ a very ancient weapon,

and still effective among the Bedawin. One of David's soldiers

used it successfully against an Egyptian champion, 2 S. 23-^ —
And chose five smootli stones firom the bed of the stream and put

them in his scrip'] the word is probably a technical term for the

sUnger's box or bag, in which he carried his ammunition.— And
[took] his sting] a well-known and formidable weapon, Jd. 20^^

— 41, The verse is lacking in (Jf ; and as it breaks the connexion,

we may disregard it.— 42. The Philistine looked and saia David

and despised him, because he was a youth] the rest of the descrip-

tion is identical with that given in 16^-.— 43, 44. The PhiHs-

tine's contempt and self-confidence : Am I a dog, that thou contest

against me 7i.nth a club ?] that he adds imprecations by his gods is

only what we expect. With the threat to give David's flesh to the

birds of heaven and to the beasts of the field, cf. Dt. 28''' Is. 18*^

Jer. 15^

—

45-^47. David's reply begins with an allusion to the

PhiUstine's superiority in arms, as compared with the club to

which he has made scornful allusion. Yet as contrasted with the

sword and spear and javelin, David feels himself armed tvith the

najne of Yahweh Sebaoth, God of the ranks of Israel which thou

hast insulted this day] the Massoretic division of verses is wrong,

and the words this day belong here. David's confidence overtops

that of the Philistine : And YaJnveh will deliver thee into my hand
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and I will cut off thy head, and tvill give thy carcase and the car-

cases of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of heaven and to

the beasts of the earth'\ the boast of the giant is thrown back at

him. The result : all the earth shall know that Israel has a God']

something of which the heathen are not yet convinced. The

immediate lesson to those present is indicated : all this congrega-

tion shall know, that not by sword and spear doth Yahweh save,

for the battle is Vahweh's] to dispose of according to his own

sovereign will.— 48-49. There are indications that one of the

accounts here made the battle somewhat prolonged, David ad-

vancing and retreating according as the giant moved about in the

field. In the recension of (§, however, the intention is to let

David finish the duel by a single blow, and this is consistently

carried out in what follows. Read therefore : And the Philistine

rose and came to meet David] joining immediately to what fol-

lows : And Davidput his hand into the bag and took thence a stone

and slang it] every movement is of importance to the historian

in a time like this— and smote the Philistine in the forehead] Ss

paraphrases by saying between the eyes. The force of the blow is

seen in the fact that the stone sank into his forehead] so that,

stunned, lie fell on his face to the earth.— 50. The verse is lack-

ing in *&^, and breaks the connexion.— 51. And David ran and

stood over the Philistine and took his siuord and killed him] in

this, which is the original form of one text, it was David's sword

which he used, and this agrees with the mention of his sword

above, v.^^. With the cutting off of their champion's head, the

Philistines realized the situation and fled.— 52. The men of Israel

andJudah rose and raised the war-cry] the mention of Israel and

Judah separately has some colour here, because the battle was on

Judahite territory. The pursuit extended to the entrance of Gath]

so is to be read, and to the gates of Ekron'] so that the corpses

were strewed all the way/r^/;/ Sharainf] in the vicinity of the

battlefield to Gath and to Ekron.— 53. The pursuit was followed

by plundering the camp of the enemy.— 54. The conclusion of

the account is evidently unhistorical.

40-54. The account is overfull, and is apparently the result of conflation.

The omissions of (5 show this, but are not as complete a guide to the original

documents as in the early part of the chapter,

—

40. iSpc] in 2 S. 23^1 the
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weapon is called D2tt'. The oxgoad of Shamgar was essentially the same

weapon.— iS'irs* a'';nn iSoa] is evidently a gloss intended to explain oipV", a

word which occurs nowhere else (We., Bu.).— oipS^'Ji] he would not have

distributed the stones in two receptacles. The i is therefore certainly wrong

(omitted by S(§^). Omission of the preceding clause makes the sense clear.

It should be remarked however that (§ seems to have read Oip'^i'? iV -^yn =
(the shepherd's bag) ivJiich he hadfor a yalkut (cartridge box).—no i;!S""]

goes back to the verb at the beginning of the verse. I suspect that the earliest

text had only no vS"'i '•'^P'^ pn ^n npii.— 41. The whole verse is lacking in

(S'*, the last clause lacking in (5"-^^. It reads in |§ : and the Philistine kept

coming nearer to David, and the man bearing the shield was before him. It

is at least too early in the narrative, for the mention of the man with the shield

is appropriate only when David is about to sling the stone. It emphasizes the

difficulty he had in his attack. Probably the verse is a fragment of the same

document, which is omitted by (H elsewhere. — 42. ^N^D n3''~o>' 'jsisi] is

borrowed from the description in i6'-, even to the textual error of D>' for *?;'.

That David was a youth is sufficient reason for the Philistine's contempt, the

rest is superfluous.— 43, 44 are duplicates. One of the two speeches is suffi-

cient to introduce David's reply, and this is ajiparently v."*'^. In the feeling

that David should reply to both, (S'^ or its original inserted at the end of ^^,

KoX elirev AaviS oiixh «^^' ^ X*''f"" kvv6s. — "''^NJ takes the place of "h';. The

plural niSpDa is out of place; read n|;'p.Da.

—

r\yz'r\ nc.^3] is more commonly

ynsri j, which 2i MSS. (DeR.) have here, but cf. Joel i^o.— 46. nin arn] is

connected with the preceding by OIL, and this involves the reading "iiJDi for

•\-\X0\ This is obviously correct (Th.), though rejected by We., Bu. That

the fate of Goliath will be decided this day is plain without the express state-

ment, both texts moreover have nin Dvn later in the verse.— njno iJs] is

defensible, taking iJi3 collectively. But with (@ we should probably read "iija

njns 1-IJD1, so Th., We., Bu. — Y-\nn n^n] instead of the m'j'n nnna of v.**.

—

V'i] as pointed, must give the purpose of the victory : that all the earth may
know. It would be possible, however, to point V"., in which case the verb

would simply carry on the narrative, cf. Ex. I4'*-^* (P) Is. 49^^.

—

^>s't::"''?]

(@SIL seem to have read SxTi'O.— 47. ^^p^l is a late word, cf. Jd. 20-.

—

nrin'^cn nin^'?] seems not to occur elsewhere.— 48. ap~i3 ^^^1] would seem

to intimate that as often as the giant endeavoured to come to close quarters,

David gave l)ack, at the same time plying him with stones from the sling. An
indication of the same view is seen in the n3-ij,'2n near the end of the verse,

for this would naturally mean the ranks of Israel. The whole second half of

the verse from -\r\•c:•'^ is lacking in (@^, which also reads at the beginning koI

auecTTTi. The shorter form thus presented is consistent with what follows, and

I have adopted it.— 49. pN] is expanded into nnx p.s by Bu., following (@^,

but this seems unnecessary.— pxn jj^a.^i] (S adds Sia rris Ke<pa\alas, which is

favoured by We, and adopted by Bu. It seems doul)tful whether one could

say that the stone sanh through the helmet, while it is entirely proper to say

that it sank into the forehead.— 50. The verse is evidently the concluding
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remark of one of the documents. So David was stronger than the Philistine

luith the slivff atid with the stone, and smote the Philistine and slew him, though

there zaas no sword in the hand of David'\ the last clause is not an introduc-

tion to what follows (Th.), but emphasizes the simplicity of the shepherd boy's

armament. Like the rest of this document, it is lacking in (5^. — 51. ns'?;:"!!

mync] is lacking in <Q^, and evidently a redactional insertion intended to

bring the verse into harmony with the preceding. — 52. DNiir'Vsn'nN] owicrai

avrCov (3^, either form may be an afterthought, as the sense is good without

either.— nu ^N1^"^;;] as the name of a town is expected we should read

rj iNia v with the original of ©^k— liip/] is doubtless correct as compared

with Askalon of®.— a''i>*i'] is evidently intended to be a proper name; and

a town of this name is mentioned (Jos. 15^^) in immediate connexion with

Shocoh and Azekah, therefore probably to be found in the vicinity of the

battlefield. In order to make sense we must emend (with Kl.) to :2^-\';z' Tnn,
or better an>":;'0 n7"!5,— that the wounded fell all the way from the battlefield

to the two cities is information which is quite in place. The conjecture of

We., adopted by Bu., which reads onj-rn t\t (with (g), and understands by it

the roadway in the gates of the two cities, falls to the ground on considering

n;n, which follows. The wounded might fall in the gateway at the cities, but

not to the cities. — 53. p^'^^~\ the verb is found with nnx also, Gen. 31^6 (^y.).—
54. QiS'^;'!-!''] is so evidently out of place here that we are forced to consider

the clause an insertion of a late editor, in which case we shall regard the

whole verse with suspicion. The mention of David's tent, however, is per-

fectly in accord with the narrative, 16^^--^, which makes him a member of

Saul's staff.

XVII. 55-XVIII. 5. David's introduction to the court. — Saul

professes complete ignorance of David and instructs Abner to

make inquiries. Abner brings the young hero to the king, and

Jonathan is especially drawn to him. A firm friendship is ce-

mented between the two young men, and David is taken into the

king's service.

The most ingenious harmonists have not succeeded in reconcil-

ing this paragraph with i6^'*"-^. As it is lacking in the original

form of (§, it must be judged like vV.^-'^' above.

55. The narrative goes back a little : And whefi Saul saiiy

David going forth to meet the Philistine, he said to Abner, the

general of the army : Whose son is the lad, Abner ? There is no

reason to take the question in any but Jhe literal sense. It implied

Saul's entire ignorance of David. The inquiry for his father was

equivalent to asking, who is he? The attempt of Keil to show

that Saul's question did not imply ignorance of David is entirely
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futile, and is refuted moreover by Abner's confession, which was :

By fhv life, O kmg, I do not kno7v~\ the Bedawy still swears by the

life of the person addressed.— 56-58. Abner is commanded to

make inquiry, aid when David returned from smiting the Philis-

tifie, Abner took him a7id brought him before Saul, with the Philis-

tine''s head in his hand'\ where he answered Saul's question. That

there was a m-^re extended conversation which is not reported

ceems implied by the following verse.

XVIII. 1. When David had finished speaking with Saul, the

soul ofJonathan was bound up with the soul of David'\ cf. Gen.

44^" (J). The manifestation of Jonathan's love is seen in the

covenant, v.'\— 2. Saul takes David into his service, and did not

allow him to return to his father's house~\ the parallel is 1 6"".—
3. And Jonathan made a covenant with David'] in the following

Jonathan alone acts, and hence the slight conjectural change here

adopted is desirable. The covenant between the two is also de-

scribed (23^*), where Jonathan recognizes David as the future king,

and stipulates that himself shall be prime minister. A covenant

of brotherhood was made by Mohammed between the Fugitives

and the Helpers. Each Meccan was made brother to a Medinan,

and the bond was regarded as closer than blood brotherhood.

Something of the kind is intended here.— 4. In making the cove-

nant, Jonathan stripped himself of the cloak which he had on'] the

garment mentioned is one worn by the well-to-do ; and gave it to

David, and his accoutrements also, including his sword and his

bow and his girdle] the siiiiple shepherd lad is thus fitted to shine

at court.— 5. Saul gave David a command in the army, in which

he showed good capacity— such is the order of the clauses in (!§''.

So far from the promotion being offensive to the older soldiers,

// pleased all the people and also the servants of Saul] his court

officials. There seems no reason to dissociate this verse from the

rest of the paragraph, as is done by Bu. The first clause of v.*^ is

transitional, as is shown by its being lacking in ({9^. The redactor,

by this clause, returns from the digression concerning David's pro-

motion to the main stream of the history.

XVII. 55-XVIII. 5. The jiaragraph is lacking in (S" ''''. The attempts to

harmonize the accounts are numerous. Schmid supposes that l6''*"-'' belongs
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chronologically after this. But consideration of that account shows that

David was there unknown to Saul, which could not have been the case after

the conflict with Goliath.— 55. ni.s-iDi] cf. aw^i at the opening of v.^'^.

—

ni"iD"p] on the force of ni in such a question, cf. BDB. s.v. (4).— "[ts'flj'in]

by the life of thy soul, cf. 20^.— I'^nn] is the vocative with the article— a

common construction.— dn] after oaths, is negative.— 57. n^a 'na'SDn rsni]

a circumstantial clause.

—

XVIII. 1. There seems to be some confusion in

this and the following verse. That Saul took him seems to belong with v.^,

and v.'^ interrupts the account of Jonathan's friendship, begun in v.^. The
form of the sentence, ^n . . . csji, also makes a difficulty. As it stands, it

would naturally mean : When David ceased speaking (^since Jonathan''s soul

was bound up in the soul ofDavid'), then Jonathan loved hitn. This, of course,

is impossible. There is reason to suspect, therefore, that the parenthetical

clause is an interpolation; and the explicitness of the last clause is an argu-

ment in the same direction.— lanxM] is probably a mistake for in^nxM, the

regular form, which is substituted by the Qre.— 3. nm] is objected to by We.,

and omitted by Ki. (in Kautzsch). Bu., in his text, changes to nnS, which

relieves the difficulty. The received text may be due to the tendency to make
David prominent, which manifests itself in <§^, where we find David the king.

It should be noted, however, that 'S nn^ mo usually means to prescribe terms

as a conqueror does to the conquered, Jd. 2^ Dt. 7^ I S. 1 1^. On the meaning

of the word nn3 cf. Moore on Jud. 2^^ and reff.— 4. SiysnTis'] is what would

be the second accusative in an active form of the verb, cf. Dav., Syntax, 74 c.

— riDi] seems to include the weapons which follow. The girdle is much es-

teemed among the Orientals.— 5. The order of the clauses adopted above

from &' seems the only natural one. It is possible, however, that there has

been corruption or interpolation of the verse. Kl. proposes to read : And
David came out, clothed with all that he [Jonathan] had put upon him, and
brought him back to the men ofwar, and it pleased all the people and the ser-

vants of Saul. Something like this may have been the original text, showing

how fully Jonathan adopted the young warrior.— Sid'J"'] is justified by Dr.,

Notes, but '?''D'i'''i, suggested by We., certainly makes better sense. After nsm

we need to be told whither David went. The theory of Bu. {FS. 219), that

this verse (as it stands in J^) belongs with 16'^*, seems to be refuted by the

fact that there is no reason for David's promotion, unless it be some feat of

arms. That he successfully played the harp would be an argument in favour

of keeping him in the vicinity of the king, instead of giving him a command
in the field. The verse seems therefore to belong in its present environment.

XVIII. 6-30. Saul's jealousy of David. — The eulogies of the

women who greet the returning army, rouse the jealousy of Saul.

He therefore removes David from service near his person, and

appoints him over a band of soldiers in the field. David's activity

and discretion are such that his hold on the people increases, which
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increases also Saul's fear. Michal, the younger daughter of Saul,

falls in love with David, and Saul makes this an occasion for expos-

ing David to new dangers. David's success adds to the king's

dislike, which now becomes a settled hatred. This is the main

stream of the narrative, which is preserved to us in the text of &^.

It is interrupted in f^ by inconsistent insertions. One of these

(vv.^'^") tells of Saul's attempt to murder David. Another (vv.-''"^^)

gives the account of an unfulfilled promise of Saul to give his older

daughter to David. Leaving these out, we find a consistent and

well-planned story, of whose unity there can be no doubt. It

belongs with i6^^-'\ The p/i/s of |^ consists, in all probability,

of fragments of another document, though their coherence is not

so marked as in the case of the sections omitted by (3 in the pre-

ceding chapter and the early part of this. As already pointed

out, the consistency of the text of (3 here is an argument for the

originality of the same text in 1 7.

6-30. On the critical questions there is considerable disagreement. We.

( TBS.) remarks on the consistency of the text of (§B. gu., in his text, assigns

^-10 to E, the rest of the chapter (except minute fragments) to J. I agree

that the main narrative is connected with 16^^^^. But I cannot account for

the text of G^, except by supposing that it represents one document and that

the omissions represent another.

6-16. The original narrative seems to have consisted of "''"^^ ^•

12a. 13-iG^ ^Qj. ^]-jjg jg aji j-j-,^)- js represented in one recension— that

of @^. The interpolated section tells of Saul's attempt to transfix

David with the javelin, an outbreak which comes too early here.

A similar attempt is related farther on in the narrative.

6. The first part of the verse has already been remarked upon.

The paragraph originally began : And the dancing women came

outfrom all the cities ofJudah'\ this would appropriately continue

the account of the death of Goliath or any similar story.— To

meet Saul the king\ the prominence which David has in the history

leads ^^ to read : to meet David. The women of the Bedawin

still dance out with singing to meet the warriors returning from a

foray.*— With timbrels and with rejoicing and with cyml>als~\ the

zeugma is awkward, and possibly the second word is corrupt.

Doughty, Travels in Arabia Deserta, I. p. 452.
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The timbrel [tambourine] was the instrument most frequently

carried by the women when dancing, Ex. 15-" Jd. 11^.— 7. The
women sang antiphonally,'as is still the custom in Eastern festivals :

Said sleiu his thousands,

And David his myriads.

— 8. The incident loas unpleasant to Saul^ as we can well under-

stand : To David they give the myriads and to me the thousands.

— 9. The result : Saul kept his eye on David from that day on-

ward')^ in suspicion and dislike.

[The interpolation vv.^"-'^ is a dupHcate of ig^- and is here cer-

tainly out of place. It tells that on the morrow the evil spirit of

God came upon Saul and he played the prophet within the house

ivhile David was playing as was his custom. And Saul had the

spear in his hand, and he raised the spear, saying to himself : I
will smite it through David i?ito the wall. But David moved away

from before him thrice. Saul's murderous impulse manifested itself

in a similar attempt at a later stage of the history. There it is in

place, because he had exhausted his indirect means of getting

David out of the way.]

12, 13. Originally the verses read : And Saul feared David

and removed him from being near him, and made him captain of a

thousand ; and he went out and came in at the head of the soldiers'\

the meaning is obvious, and the connexion is good in itself, as

well as with v.®. Saul's suspicion grew into fear, and he would no

longer trust David in personal attendance (as armour-bearer, 16-^)

on himself. But, not wishing to insult the people's favourite, he

gave him a post of honour which was also one of danger, keeping

him on service in the field. The connexion is broken in the

received text by the insertion of the loss of the Spirit (so we must

interpret ^''') as a motive for Saul's fear ; such a motive is here

incongruous and unnecessary.— 14. The result of the move was

only to bring out David's virtues more conspicuously.— In all his

ways David showed wisdom, and Yahweh was with hint] to pros-

per him ; compare the case of Joseph, Gen. 39^.— 15. On per-

ceiving this, Saul's fear was heightened— he stood in dread of him.



I/O I SAMUEL

— 16. In contrast with this was the affection of the people : But
all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out, and came

in before them.

6. "iPtt'Sfln . . . 2ii;'2] is coloured by Bu. as belonging to a different document

from DS'i33 inii. In fact, one of the two verbs is superfluous. It would be

equally easy to suppose dni33 the insertion of a scribe. The text of (5^

adopted above seems entirely to meet the necessities of the case.— DTjn]

ai x°pf'^o"'^'^^ ®— possibly combining Q^Z':n with niSnDn% which comes later.

But a change from mSSnnn is explicable, in case of a scribe who thought that

word applicable to professional dancing women, and who wished to avoid

making them the subject here, cf. Jd. ai^^.— ni;:'S] (or T'cS Q?-e) seems not

represented in (3^. — nnn!:'3i] the collocation seems awkward to us. We. cites

I Chr. 13^ as parallel; but the parallel is not exact. The Z'''hz' is mentioned

nowhere else.— 7. mpnrcn] is lacking in (@^. — o .131] is generally /<? 5w?V<f

among, 6^^ Num. 33*. The only exceptions that I find are this verse and the

citations of it in 21^^ 29^.— Vfl^Na] should be read, with the Qre.— 8. nnM

pj'j.'3 l!^\^^ nN^! '^ixrS] is, doubtless, expanded from the simpler text, which is

represented in (5 Sixr iJV3 yi''i. maai should doubtless be maain <5, to

correspond with aiij':'^.! (We., Bu.). — hdiSdh -[N iS -iijji] is lacking in (g^.

—

9. p;?] to be read JM", with the Qre. The verb occurs here only. Being a

denominative, the form is probably intended to be a Poel participle (so Dr.),

for ]^yj'C. There are a few examples of such shortened forms.— 10, 11. The
verses are lacking in the same MSS. of (5, which are without ly^--''^^. They

contain another version of ig^*^'. There Saul's attempt is continued, even after

David has once escaped. Here the attempt has no noticeable consequences,

and everything goes on as if it had not been made.— mnDD] must refer to

the day after the triumphal entry. But this was too early for Saul's jealousy

to have reached such a height, and David certainly would not have entertained

thoughts of becoming the king's son-in-law after such an exhibition of hatred.

— N2jn^i] the verb in this form ordinarily means to p7-ophesy. The man pos-

sessed by the evil spirit acts in the same way as the man possessed by the

good spirit— videtur spiritum hunc malum imitatum esse, ut simiam, Spiritum

Sanctum, et ex Saule ineptum prophetam fecisse, Schm. p. 621.— n"'jnni] the

lance which was the insignium of the chieftain, as is still the case with the

Arabs.— 11. Sail] is pointed as though from Sia, which occurs in 20'^^, with

the meaning to hurl. But here the spear seems not to have been actually

hurled, and we should probably point SiiM from '?aj, he lifted up— ©'"^ 2C,

Th., al.— Hon] is perhaps to be pointed nsN, with 9C.— 12. O'^ has only the

first clause of the verse, and, as in the other cases, represents the original text.

The other clause — because YaJrweh was with him while he had departed

from Saul— is an insertion on the basis of the verse 161*, which is itself an

editorial construction. Yalnveh and the spirit of Yahweh are interchangealile,

Jd. 162".— 14_
i^-ji,j

j-gj^j
L,^^

\fi\\\\. the versions (Th.), and read also rjTi with

the Qre.
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17-19. David and Merab. — Saul offers his older daughter,

Merab, to David in marriage, on the vague condition that he be

courageous and fight the enemies of Yahweh. The king was

really moved in this by the hope that David would fall in battle.

When this did not prove to be the event, he unscrupulously broke

his word and gave his daughter to another.

The section is one of those lacking in (©^, and we naturally

connect it with the others. In one of these we find that Saul's

daughter was to be the reward of the man who should smite the

Philistine champion, 17^. It is natural to suppose that the pres-

ent paragraph is intended to show how Saul failed to carry out

that offer. With this agrees the manner in which this section

opens. Saul proposes his daughter without any evident occasion,

unless it be that David has a claim on her already ; there is no

question of a price to be paid. It seems evident, therefore, that

this story is the sequel of 17^^. On the other hand, it is quite

irreconcilable with the following paragraph, which recounts David's

marriage with Michal. As we shall see, the proposition there made

is quite a new thing, and the form in which it is made shows entire

ignorance of a previous similar proposal such as we have now

before us.

17. Saul takes the initiative and offers Merab to David, with

tl\e stipulation (if such it can be called) : Only be a valiant,

man, and fight the battles of Yahweh'] for the last phrase, cf. 25-"

and the title 'Book of the Battles of Yahweh,' Num. 21". In

this proposition, Saul's real thought was : Let not my hand be upon

him, hut let the hand of the Philistines be 2ipon hint] as is set forth

also in the bargain struck for Michal.— 18. David's reply is mod-

est : Who am I, and what is my father's clan in Israel, that I
should be son-in-law to the king? It was the part of a gentle-

man to depreciate his own worth. Similar language is used by

Saul himself when the kingly dignity is offered him.— 19. The
appointed time came, but she was given to Adriel the Mehola-

thite'] in the received text the same man is mentioned, 2 S. 21*,

but as the husband of Michal. The historical uncertainty is

obvious. Saul's action as here represented is, of course, a deadly

affront.
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17-19. Budde and Kittel make the paragraph a part of the same document

which immediately precedes. It seems to me that v.-^ continues v.'^. The

contrast between Saul's fear of David and the people's love of him (v.^^)

is heightened by the fact that even Saul's daughter loved him (v.-").

—

17. n'^njn], like Leah, Gen. 29^^ for which we find mijjn i S. 14*^. Merab

is mentioned only in this passage, and in 14*^ in |^. She is put in place of

Michal (perhaps correctly) by (S^ in 2 S. 21^.— V^n'p*?] 14^2 2 S. 2'.— -icn]

said io hitnself, as not infrequently.— 18. ox nnijrn "n •di] the hayy or Arab

kindred group " was a political and social unity, so far as there was any unity

in that very loosely organized state of society." The in was therefore the same

as the r\nDZ'T2, and (3^ has only one of the two words here. We. and others

suppose the original to have been iin, which was afterwards explained by the

insertion of ON nnsu'c, and then misunderstood by the punctuators. I prefer

to read on ti ^n with (5^. The mention of one's father in such a connexion

is natural, especially to an oriental.— 19. p.tpjo] a time seems to have been

set, Schm. 622. 'rxmy is an Aramaic equivalent of '?NnT>, Jer. 36'^%— God

is my help seems to be the meaning of the word (Nestle, Am. Jojir. Sem.

Lang. Xin, p. 173). In 2 S. 21^ this Adriel is called Son of Barsiilai.—
^nSnDn] a native of Abel Meholah, a place in the Jordan valley, cf. Jd. 7^2 with

Moore's note.

The same phenomenon shows itself here as in some earlier cases; two

accounts are so similar that we suspect them to be variants of the same origi-

nal. In this case the proposal of Merab is another form of the story of Michal.

And as the former puts Saul's behaviour in a worse light than the latter, it is

probably designed to take its place in the document which we have already

seen to be prejudiced against Saul.

20-30. David marries Michal, Saul's daughter. — The account

shows no knowledge of the preceding paragraph. Michal is called

the daughter of Saul, without reference to any other. Her affection

for David comes to Saul as a welcome occasion to bring David

into danger. He opens negotiations indirectly. All these indi-

cations point to the independence of the narrative. The step

taken is the second of Saul's attempts to overthrow David, the

first having been to give him service in the field, v.'^.

20. Michal loved David, and when they told Saul, the matter

was right in his eyes'] 2 S. 17*.— 21. The reason was that he

thought to make use of her as a snare, or, more properly, as a

bait, to lure him on to his destruction, so that the Jiand of the

Philistine should be upon hini] as above, v."'. The remainder of

the verse is an interpolation. — 22. It would be unbecoming in
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the king to make advances. He therefore commands his servants :

Speak to David privatelyi\ after giving a favourable account of

David's standing with the people, they were to advise : now be-

come son-in-law to the king] the verb is used elsewhere of ititer-

marrying with families or tribes, Dt. f\— 23. David objects his

lack of the qualifications : Is it an easy thing, in your estimation,

to become son-in-law to the king when I am poor and of no reputa-

tion ? cf. v.'^— 24, 25. When the reply was reported to Saul, he

instructed his courtiers to meet the material objection, which was

that David was too poor to pay the usual price for a king's daugh-

ter : The king has no desire for a price~\ the word is regularly used

of the price paid by a man for a wife. Our word dowry conveys a

wrong impression. Marriage by purchase can be traced in many

regions. For example, coemptio seems to have been one method

of marriage among the Romans. Old Testament examples are

familiar, as Jacob, who paid the price in service. A sum of money

is supposed to be given in the Book of the Covenant, Ex. 22^"'.

But the king's desire hfor a hundred foreskitis of the Philistines.

If the Philistines alone were uncircumcised among the inhabitants

of Palestine, the kind of trophy chosen is explicable. The osten-

sible object was: to be avenged on the king's enemies; the real

purpose was to cause David to fall by the hand of the Philistines.

— 26, 27. The proposition was acceptable to David, who rose and

went, he and his men, and smote among the Philistines a hundred

vien] which the received text has made two hundred ; and brought

theirforeskins a7id paid them in full to the king in 07-der to become

son-in-law to the king. The king had, therefore, no pretext for

further delay, and gave him Michal, his daughter, to wife. The

original continuation of this verse seems to be 19^^ What follows

here is an account of the mental, or moral, state of Saul, with a

renewed panegyric of David.— 28. And Saul saw that Yahweh

was zvith David, and that all Israel loved him] the double favour

(of Yahweh and of the people) increased Saul's dread. Vv."^''-
-^^-^^

are lacking in (^^. See the critical note. — 29. The climax of

the chapter is here reached — So Saul feared David yet more.—
30. A panegyric of David, such as we have had to superfluity. It

simply says that as often as the Philistines made their incursions

David acted wisely above all the servants of Saul, and his name



1/4 I SAMUEL

was exceeding precious. It is intended to point the contrast

afforded by Saul's conduct, as related in the following verse.

20. Sd-'D] the name appears as MeAxoA. in (5 and as Sni^Sd in <S. It is

possible therefore that the form is contracted (or mutilated) from S.soSc.

Olshausen (Cr. §277f.) supposed it to be another form of S«iD.— 21. ti'pinS]

Ex. lO''. The second half of the verse is an evident interpolation and is lack-

ing in (@B '''. It breaks the sense, for Saul would not first make the proposition

to David and afterwards insinuate it by his servants. As it stands, the sentence

can only be an attempt to harmonize this narrative with the account of Merab.

But what the editor meant by it is difficult to discover. The important word is

D''nc'j, which can only mean on two conditions (shalt thou be my son-in-law),

Pseudo-Hier Questiones. But what the two conditions are is not told, and this

moreover would not harmonize the two accounts. We should expect something

like the Jewish interpretation by tioo (so (5'^) i.e., by a double tie, or by one

of the tiuo (so 2C). But the former would be ironical, and the latter leaves the

main word unexpressed. We are forced therefore to leave the problem un-

solved. Kl. supposes Dinj'i'j = in tiuo years, but this does not help the real

difficulty. (§!' has iv tols Swdfieaiv (in virtute I), which probably represents

only a conjecture.— 22. \d^i'\ of what is done stealthily, 24*.— pnnn] one is

tempted to translate propose yourself as son-in-laiv, which the form would

certainly bear. But this could not be carried through the passage, cf. v.^'^.

—

^?03] probably shows the real force to be ally yourself by marriage ivith the

king. — 23. n-ipj] is the exact opposite of nao:, Is. 3^— 25. inoa] cf. Schm.

p. 623; on Arab customs WRS. Kinship, p. 78. Greek examples are cited by

Driver and Nestle (^Alarginalien, p. 14, citing //. 9, 141 ff. 283 ff.). — 13] some

good Hebrew MSS. have dn id in the text— and this is the reading of the

Babylonian school (Cappellus, Critica Sacra, p. 190; Baer, p. 118).— niSn>']

We. refers to Dillmann, Lex. Ethiop. s.v. Josephus gives six hundred heads

as the price, in order not to offend the taste of his Gentile readers.— 26. nSi

D'S\n in'?d] is lacking in iQ^, inserted in (H'^ after the first word of the next

verse. It is an interpolation, intended to magnify David's zeal (We., Dr.).

—

27. a\TXc] is another change of the same sort. (S has one hundred, which is

confirmed by 2 S. 3^*. in after N3ii is lacking in (511.— dinSd^i] should

probably be read dnSdm, David being the subject. He alone could pay in

full to become the king's son-in-lazu. The change to the plural was made to

avoid the disagreealile picture of David presented by the word, one especially

offensive to later ritual ideas— for which reason also it was omitted by (S^

(We.).

Repeated consideration of the natural connexion of the narrative, forces

me to the conclusion expressed above, that in the oiiginal story Saul's attempt

to murder David in his house (ig'"'') was made on his wedding night. Other-

wise we have an incident, whose character stamps it as original, which we can-

not fit into the history. In case this be correct, we should jirobaljly join 19^1 to

18-' by taking two words from the end of 191"^, and reading Ninn nSi^D •'.T'l,



XVIII. 20-XIX. 2 175

28. ^jim] lacking in (S^^, is superfluous.— innanx SixtS'-na Sd^di] can be

translated only parenthetically : ''Saul saw that Yahweh was with David (while

Michal, Saul's daughter, loved him) and he feared.' But the effect is not

harmonious, and we should doubtless restore the reading of (5^^ Snib''' So •'31

l2i"iN ((gi^ combines the two texts). This gives an additional reason for Saul's

fear, which is what we expect.— 29. tiD.SM] the Qre substitutes ']Dv\; the

difference is only one of spelling. — xiS for nt''^', cf. Ges."^, § 69 n. The latter

part of -^ and the whole of -^'"- are lacking in (@^; they point out, superfluously,

the contrast between Saul's attitude and that of David. The original opening

of 19I may have been : ylnd Satil was hostile to David, which is now read in

1 8^9.

Chapter XIX. Saul's attempts upon David.— The chapter is

made up of four sections, which cannot be reconciled with each

other.

1-7. Temporary conciliation of Saul.— Saul gives orders to

slay David. Jonathan, after warning David, intercedes for him

with success and brings him again before Saul.

The connexion of the paragraph is not plain. It appears to be

another version of the story contained in 20^"^'. Its object is to

account for David's continuance at court after Saul's hatred had

become so pronounced.

1-7. The opening of the chapter would follow very well any of the state-

ments of Saul's hatred contained in the preceding chapter. If the account is

secondary, as compared with 20^-39, we should probably refer it to the later

of our two documents. Its object here is i . show why David is still found at

court after Saul's hatred has become so pronounced. In this view of it, we
might make v.'"- join immediately to iS-'^''-— Sard feared David yet viore,

and gave orders to kill him. The rest of the section would be an attempt to

reconcile this command with the following paragraph, in which David is still

the king's harper. That v.^"*- is by a different hand from what follows, is made
probable by the difference in the form of Jonathan's name.

1. Saul commanded Jonathan, his son, and all his officers to

put David to death~\ the writer seems not to have mentioned Jon-

athan's friendship for David earlier. Here he introduces it : Yet

Jonathan, Saul's son, delighted in David exceedingly. — 2. Jona-

than warns David : Afy father is seeking to put thee to death ; nozu

beware, in the morning'\ the conversation is supposed to take place

in the evening.— flide thyself and remain in a secret place'] this

is the natural order, though not that of the received text. —

•
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3. The proposition of Jonathan is : I will go out and stand by the

side of my father in the field where thou art'\ so that David would

overhear, and be informed without a direct communication from

Jonathan, for which there might be no opportunity. The last

clause of the verse : and whatever I see I luill tell thee'] does not

seem to bear this out, and there may be interpolation.— 4. Jona-

than's panegyric is little calculated to soothe Saul's jealousy, and

represents the author's view rather than that of Jonathan. The

first point is : [David] has not been atfault in regard to thee, and

his actions towards thee are exceeding good] this is appropriate to

the object.— 5. The next is not so certain to make a favourable

impression: And he risked his life] 28-' Jd. 12"; and smote the

Philistine, and Yahweh wrought a great deliverance] by him, as

(©^ rightly interprets. The deliverance was in fact a reason for

Saul's favour rather than his anger. Whether he was in a frame

of mind to apprehend this, is not so certain. Still at the time he

had rejoiced, as Jonathan reminds him.— And why wilt thou sin

in the jnaiter of innocent blood in slaying David without cause ?

25^^ I K. 2^^— 6. The plea was effectual and Saul gave his oath:

By the life of Yahweh, he shall not be put to death.— 7. There-

upon Jonathan called David] the evident implication is that he

was not far away, as was planned in vv.- ^.— And Jonathan

brought David to Saul and he was iii his presence as heretofore]

instead of being obliged to hide from him.

1. JPJV] in the rest of the chapter we find jnjin*. The form here may be

due to a scribe. But elsewhere we observe considerable constancy in the

usage of the different documents. — vna;?] of the officers of the king, as else-

where.— 2. 13 n] is lacking in @^. But more probably it alone was expressed

originally.— ipaaj is lacking is S.— nrD3 n^'iyi] belongs after nN3nji and

this order seems to be indicated by (5, as was pointed out by We. The vv.-
"^

are supposed by Co. and Bu. to be an interpolation. In fact the sense is good

without them. But if the whole paragraph has arisen under the influence of

20^"'''', these verses belong to it; and if, on the other hand, that chapter is an

expansion of this paragraph it is probable that the /tiding here was the feature

on which the author's mind took hold. Bu. proposed at first to strike out only

"•, while Ki. ascribes the whole of v.^ to the redactor.— 3. The verse seems

inconsistent with itself, as the only object of Jonathan's speaking with Saul

in the field would be to avoid the necessity of communicating with him after-

wards. And yet this communication is promised in the second half of the

verse.— no rriNm] cf nn '•n-'i = whatever it may be, 2 S. 18--.— 4. vj';t] is
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supposed by Dr. to be a singular. There seems no reason however why

Jonathan may not make his affivmation ge/igra/— to the effect that all David's

actions are blameless.— lS"3i3] the words seem to be transposed; possibly

the second is an insertion, as it is not represented in (5^^.— 5. lijjo] S trans-

lates 'and he put his life in i/iy hands.' ^— nin^] <§^ adds Bl avrov, which is at

least correct sense (represented also in &).— 'i^'^1 hint Sxiir^'Vo?] Kal iras

'I<rpa-/;A flSof ital ex°^PVO'oi.v (5 (with slight variation) = nc^'ii n.si -z'l S31. The

decision between the two is not easily made. On the one side, the statement

that Israel rejoiced at David's success seems calculated to stir up Saul's anger.

But this is true of nearly all Jonathan's speech, and the reading of l§ is quite

in line with the rest of the speech. On the other side, the following nc^'i is

more forcible if connected directly with the statement of Saul's earlier attitude.

For this reason I retain pj.— 6. '^?^p2 }}•D\y•'^] in the sense of hearing favourably

Num. 21-'
(J) Dt. 21^^ Jd. 20^^.— 7. pjini iS'ijii] the subject is omitted by

G,(gBL -^ 'phe repetition of Jonathan's name three times in the same verse

is in fact surprising, and shows the desire of the author (or perhaps the desire

of a scribe) to call especial attention to Jonathan's nobility of character.

8-10. Saul attempts David's life. — The incident is a duplicate

of that related in iS""', and the two accounts are possibly variants

of one original. On the other hand, Saul seems there simply to

have lifted the spear without throwing it, and it may be the idea

of the author that David was saved by an unintentional turning

away— led by the Spirit of God. It is possible therefore that the

two accounts are intended to represent two successive attempts

of the same kind, separated by the reconciliation 19^'''. In both

cases Saul's hatred is motived by David's success against the

Philistines.— 8. And there ivas mar again'\ intimates that such

had been the case before. As the account stands, the reference

must be to the war in which Goliath was slain. — 9. The evil

spirit is here called (in |^) the evil spirit of Yahweh, contrary to

the usage of other passages. The emendation suggested by (S

which brings them into conformity, is now generally adopted.

The circumstances of the attack are given : While he zuas sitting

in his house luith his spear in his hand, and David was playing

with his hand.— 10. This time the frenzied king sought to pin

David to the wall ivith the spear'] if the account is by the same

hand with the earlier parallel, i8'"- ", we may say that it was the

fixed idea recurring to the madman.— But David slipped away

from SauTs presence, so that he smote the spear into the wall] the

language is different from that used above. That David fled and
N
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escaped is too strong language to use, if lie simply went to his

own house,

8-10. I cannot pretend to solve the riddle propounded by the interweaving

of texts here. It seems to me probable however that one document gave the

following order of events: (i) David's conquest of the Philistines; (2) Saul's

first attempt with the spear; (3) Saul's command to Jonathan, followed by the

temporary reconciliation; (4) the second attempt with the spear, followed by

David's flight.

9. ny-1 nini nn] cf. the note on 16^* (We., Dr., Bu., Ki. agree in the emen-

dation here).— in^33 Nini] a circumstantial clause.— 113] read n''3 with four

Hebrew MSS. and (g, so Th., We., al.— 10. i^iJi] is lacking in (g^L go that

the meaning would be to smile David zvith the spear. The grotesque idea

of pinning David to the wall is more likely original, in the account of a man
possessed.— nasii] apparently broke azvay from what he was doing.— bSci dj]

cannot refer to David's escape from the immediate danger, which is sufficiently

described by TJi3"'i. The words evidently mean that he left the court and city

altogether.— xin nS-'Sa] belongs with the next verse.

11-17. The siege of David's house. — Saul sets watchmen

about David's house, intending to kill him in the morning. Michal

warns him of his danger and assists him to flee. She then supplies

his place in bed with the Teraphim. Saul sends messengers to

take David, and they bring back word that he is ill in bed. There-

upon he orders him to be brought as he is, and the deception is

discovered.

The paragraph should begin with : and it came to pass that

night from the end of v.^". The first question is : what night is

meant? No reference has been made to a night at all. But the

most natural interpretation is that David's wedding night is in-

tended. Psychologically this is also what we should expect.

Saul's growing fear has led him to promise David his daughter in

marriage, in the hope that the price to be paid may bring David

into danger and, in fact, remove him by death. The result has

been only to increase David's reputation and Saul's fear. The

crisis comes when the hated parvenu actually takes his bride to

his house. This will be the time to strike ; David will be unsus-

picious, his friends will have dispersed after the marriage feasting.

Dramatically nothing could be more effective. To this should be

added that the discrepancy with the preceding paragraph is as

marked as could be conceived. In that section David has already
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'fled and escaped.' In this he is unsuspicious of the king until

warned by his wife.

11-17. The considerations urged above are perhaps sufficient to show the

probabiHty of the connexion of this passage with 18-". That the account is

old is conceded, but which document furnished it is not agreed upon by the

critics. Co. is uncertain; Bu. puts it with E and makes it continuous with the

preceding. Ki. also makes it continuous with the preceding.

11. And it came to pass that night'] according to our construc-

tion the night of taking possession of the bride ; that Said sent

messengers to the house of David to watch it, so as to kill him in

the morning. David was so unsuspicious that he had to be warned

by his wife : If thou do not deliver thy life to-night, to-morrow

thou shalt be slain] the fact that David is utterly unprepared for

the information argues for the connexion suggested above.—
12. The escape was effected in that she let David doiun through

the window] similar instances are Jos. 2^', and the case of Paul in

the New Testament, Acts 9-^ In 21^*^- we find David coming to

the priest at Nob without arms and without attendants, which can

be accounted for only by this verse. — 13. In order to delay the

discovery of David's flight, and so give him an opportunity to get

away, Michal contrives to deceive the messengers.— She took the

Tcraphim] the household god, which is evidently presented as in

human form; and placed it on the bed] a plain couch, probably

a rude frame covered with leather; and a cloth of goat's hair for
his pilloni] the translation is only a conjecture.— And covered it

7vith the garment] which regularly served for that purpose. The
Israelite probably covered his head with a garment when sleeping,

as is still done by the Arabs.— 14. In the morning * Saul sent mes-

sengers to take David and they thought him to be ill] the stratagem

was effective, so far as the first report of the messengers was con-

cerned.— 15. And Saul sent to the house of David] as we may
conjecturally restore the reading : saying: bring him on the couch

to me that I may slay him.— 16, 17. The ruse is discovered, and

Saul expostulates with his daughter : Why hast thou deceived me
thus ? Her answer is a false plea, that her life had been threatened.

* Lohr calls attention to the fact that to enter the house of another in the night

is contrarv to oriental morals.
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11. The verse should begin Ninn nS^Sa inn reading with (5, so Th., We.,

al. The two words Nin nS^Va are in |§ connected with the preceding verse.

Although precedents are found for Nin nSiS^, it is better to read Ninn '2 as a

n may have easily dropped out on account of the recurrence of the same

letter.— in^an'?!] is an example of the reverse error. The initial 1 has been

duplicated from the preceding word (omitted by(@).— "jCBj-nN aSno] cf. i K.

1I2.— 13. •'Dinn] cf. ZIV7\ 1881, lyoff. Kivoracpia (5 seems to imply ances-

tral images. The word is found always in the plural, but is here quite clearly

applied to a single image; and this image is apparently of the natural human

size. On the word cf. Moore on Jd. 17^ with the references there; cf. also the

Lexx. with reff. and Schm. pp. 652, 659.— naan"'?N] one of the numerous cases

where Sj; and '?vS are confused.— T'2d] occurs only in this passage and is not yet

explained satisfactorily. (§ read ^3^, and Josephus expands this into a statement

that Michal put a goat's liver into the bed, the palpitation of which (it being

freshly killed is supposed) made the messengers of Saul think David was gasp-

ing with his illness. The objection is that Michal could hardly need such a

device even if she had a freshly killed goat in the house. The reading of |^

might readily be changed to n^D by a scribe unfamiliar with the word T'^o. The

cognate words m^r, a sieve, and 123^, a metal net-work, as well as li'jr, 2 K.

Si'^, seem to indicate for this word something woven of goat's hair. dm;> ^T'^'t

Ex. 26^, is the goat's hair covering of the Tabernacle. The common interpre-

tation of the present passage is that Michal put a mosquito net over the head

of the image; so Schm. p. 653, Ew., G VI^. III. 107 f., E.Tr. III. p. 77. But is

a net of this kind ever made of goat's hair? It seems more probable that she

put a cushion as a pillow. m^'NiD is used of the pillow, Gen. 28!'- ^8. In i S.

26 and I K. \(f vnii'NiD means at his head, a phrase which would not naturally

be used of a net put over the head. Whatever Michal used here was therefore

probably placed as a pillow <S. A living man would not need such, being

accustomed to sleep on his arm. The Teraphim would lie too flat unless its

head were supported by something of the kind.* But again, the image would

be destitute of hair, and there is still a possibility that she took a bundle of

goat's hair and made it simulate David's hair; so some of the Rabbis; cf.

Schm. p. 653. All this shows the uncertainty that must attach to any transla-

tion.— 14. iDNPi] but if the mere word of Michal was to be taken, there was

no need of the elaborate precautions already related. We should read ncNM

with (S'^^, making the messengers the subject. They came to take him, but

seeing the bed thus arranged : they said to themselves, he is ill.— 15. ... r^z'-''\

-in] if the messengers had once seen David, as we have just supposed, it was

superfluous to send them to see him again. Besides, as we learn from the

latter part of the verse, their object was to fetch him; niNiS is therefore cer-

* From the analogy of i S. 26, we might conjecture that she put a skin ofrvatcr

at the head of the bed, a sick man being feverish and thirsty; so NilJ 2r, and Kim-

chi, apud Schm. p. 653. But there are several familiar words for watorskin, and we

can think of no reason why so rare a word sliould be used in this case.
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tainly wrong, and I propose to change it to no*^, or n'2"SN. (5^^ has only

Kal awoareWei eVl tov AaveiS, which also would meet the requirement.

—

IT. iniDX ncS] on the idiomatic use of nnS to convey a threat, cf. Dr., Azotes.

The original continuation of this account seems to be 21^, where David

comes to Nob to get provisions for further flight.

18-24. David's miraculous protection.— David flees to Ramah,

where Samuel presides over a choir of prophets. Saul sends for

him repeatedly, but the Spirit of God comes upon the messengers

so that they can do nothing but prophesy. At last Saul comes

himself and has the same experience. Hence arises the proverb.

The section is a late adaptation of 10'""^^, which explains the

origin of the proverb by Saul's experience at the outset of his

career. The present writer adapts the story to David's life, mak-

ing its point his miraculous preservation from Saul's persecution.

In its emphasis of the divine care, it reminds us of the account

iS"'^^ where we suppose the original meaning to have been that

David turned from Saul's attempt because Yahweh was^ with him.

Because of this resemblance, we may conjecture that this para-

graph was originally the sequel to the second attempt with the

spear— 19^'^".

18-24. The critics agree that this piece is late, but are at a loss as to its con-

nexions. The theory advanced above gives its probable antecedent, whereas

its later continuation may plausibly be assumed to be David's flight to Achish,

2iiiff._ Yhe appearance of Samuel shows the general stream of narrative to

which the story must be reckoned.

18. But David fled and escaped^ resumes the narrative of

David's fortunes, after the diversion made by Michal's stratagem.

— And came to Samuel at Rainah'\ Samuel's home. The theory

of the author is that Samuel would be able to protect David.

After an interview, in which he told Samuel of his experiences

with Saul, he and Samuel 7vent and dwelt in . . .] the place in-

tended can no longer be made out. That it was some special

building in Ramah is the most probable conjecture— perhaps the

cloister (coenobiura) of the prophets. Such a dwelling or settle-

ment existed at Gilgal in the time of Elisha, 2 K. 6'"^ In i S.

10^ it is impHed that the prophets dwelt in the vicinity of the

sanctuary, and the sanctuary would be the proper place to seek the

supernatural protection which is here described.— 19, 20. Saul is
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informed of the fugitive's place of sojourn and sends messengers

to take him : And they saiv the company of prophets prophesying

with Samuel standing over theni'\ the rehgious exercises here de-

scribed are evidently of the enthusiastic character of those in

lo'^"^. And the spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul,

and they also p?-ophesied'\ the contagion affected them, so that

they were unable to carry out the king's command.— 21. This

was repeated with a second and with a third company of satellites.

— 22. At last, Saul's anger ivas aroused and he also went to

Eamah'] the opening of the verse is supplied from (§.— Lt his

progress, he came to the cistern of the threshing-floor ivhich is on

the height, and asked : Where are Samuel and David?'] the text is

restored according to (§.— 23. On being told, he went thence,

and the Spirit of God came upon him also and he marched along

prophesying until he came to . . .] the place mentioned is the

same already named in v.^^— 24. The manifestations in Saul, as

in the others, are of an extravagant character : He sti-ipped off his

clothes ajid prophesied before Samuel and lay naked all that day

and all that night. The resemblance to the ecstasy of the der-

vishes is striking. The proverb to which this gives rise has already

been mentioned. The surprise which it expresses is far more in

place in the earlier narrative than here, where Saul's jDOssession

has become a fixed fact.

18. o'^Dii m3 im] as it stands may be the original conclusion of the pre-

ceding narrative (Bu.).— nnja Kt. : r^vii Qre} the word is entirely unknown,

(g adds here in Kamah, as |§ does in vv.-"- 2-*'-. But the addition there is

necessary; here it is not, and the reading of (S is the result of conformity.

The Kethib is presumably to be pointed n''i^, but no such word occurs else-

where. A word nij from a root meaning to divell or lo sit quiet is found, and

in 20^ this word is written nnj (by Baer only), which would be the plural of

nij. (5 seems to have read pin (ev 'AuaS^S corrected into eV Naui&i^ in A).

As pointed out by Dr. nij " denotes in particular a pastoral abode," 2 S. 7*.

That Samuel and David should have taken refuge in the sheepfolds is impos-

sible to suppose. In 2 S. 152^ David says to Zadok :
" If I find favour in the

eyes of Yahweh, he will bring me back and show me his dwelling,^'' where the

word mo seems to designate the tent in which Yahweh dwelt. As the prophets

in 10^ come down from the Barna (which was the sanctuary) it does not seem

remote to suppose the original here was nvT' nu or mn> nij which has been

purposely obscured to conceal the fact that there was a sanctuary at Raniah

(a fact which the later time could not rightly estimate). The precarious
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nature of the definitions given in this passage is well exposed by Driver in his

A'o/cs. For completeness I may add that Josephus gives a proper name
ra\Bovdd {Ant VI. 221 = VI., XL 5) ; the early Jewish tradition is represented

by n:d'^ix n^3 of ST; and that S has njr.— 20. !-;t'i] cannot be right and

must be changed to lN"\ii with (§.— npn'7] is an unknown word. (§S> seem

to have read "?np or nSnp (cf. Hoffmann, ZATIV. III. 89).— ans'jj] is lacking

in (5*^ but is necessary to the sense.— 3Sj -iCy] the two words together are

impossible, and must be explained as the error of a scribe who wrote io>' from

memory, and afterwards inserted the correct word 3i"j. Kl., followed by Bu.,

proposes nsjD on the basis of l^'^s ST. But it must be remembered that %
throughout has the idea that Samuel was a rabbinical teacher, and its inter-

pretation must be taken with allowance; moreover nxjD occurs only in Ezra,

Chronicles, and the superscriptions to the Psalms (and Hab. 3).— 22. t'?^

Nin~2j] Koi idvjxcidr] opyfj SaowA, ical iiropivdT] Kal avTos (5 (with slight varia-

tion). The touch seems natural, and the loss of a single clause is not difficult

to account for.— Snjn -ii3"i;'] is ungrammatical. Restore ]'\iT\ nn •\y with

(S^L, and for i^ra read ifliro {^v ry 2€<^ei (S^, ev 'S.ecpi (§^). The ifltt' or bare-

topped hill was the proper place for a threshing-floor. Kl. conjectures (with

slight ground) ike threshing-floor on ivhich Samuel was accustomed to sit in

judgment.—The second "i:dnm means one said, as frequently.— nnia] is here

superfluous and probably to be omitted, with Bu. Saul is already in the

immediate vicinity of Ramah when he makes the inquiry.— 23. a';'] error for

Liva (diceWev (S'^^ lacking in L).— NjjnM iS.i] I have no hesitation in restor-

ing the regular Njjnm i^n which we should expect here.— 24. Nin-aj] is

omitted in both instances by (Q^^, in the second instance only by S. One of

the two can well be spared, and, if either, the latter. The older commentators

(Theod.) saw in the stripping off of the clothes a sign of the loss of the

kingdom.

XX. 1-XXI. 1. David's flight.— David complains to Jona-

than of Saul's purpose to kill him. Jonathan reassures him, but

offers to test his father's state of mind in any way David may sug-

gest. David proposes to absent himself from the court under the

plea of a family sacrifice. If Saul condones the breach of eti-

quette, they will know that all is well. If not, David's forebodings

will be justified. The result is as David anticipated. Jonathan

communicates the result of his test by a sign agreed upon, without

personal communication with David. By grace of the redactor

however they have a final interview, vv.""^^.

It is evident that the piece does not agree with what immedi-

ately precedes. The hostility of Saul is as yet known only to

David. Even Jonathan is ignorant of it. This points to a time
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before David's journey to Ramah, before tlie attempt frustrated by

Michal, before even Jonathan's former intercession with his father.

Had the author known of an earUer attempt at reconciliation, he

would have made at least a passing allusion to it here. The diffi-

culty into which we are brought by attempting to classify the para-

graph with either of the two main sources of our narrative must be

obvious. Yet it can hardly have been a stray leaflet which some

scribe inserted after the double story was already completed. It

has a bearing at least upon the life of David, for it prepares the

way for his treatment of Jonathan's son Meribbaal. In the pres-

ent state of our knowledge this is as much as we can say.

XX. 1-XXI. 1. On the critical questions consult the usual authorities and

what is said above in the Introduction, § 5. As to the integrity of the piece

itself, we may note that vv.'*''-^- contradict the plain implication of what pre-

cedes — that it was dangerous for David and Jonathan to communicate

directly. These verses are probably a later insertion. The rest of the chapter

seems sometimes overfull and may have been interpolated. Budde's ex-

cision of vv.'*"^^ as redactional however has not commanded any large meas-

ure of assent. Bonk gives a detailed analysis, which also lacks probability.

Verses i'"^'' may be from a different source from the rest of the chapter.

1-10. The first clause is the redactional suture. According

to the rest of the verse David came and complained to Jonathan

of the conduct of Saul. The older commentators, who accepted

the historicity of the account as it stands, were much puzzled to

account for David's behaviour. Why should he expose himself to

further danger after having such unmistakable evidence of Saul's

hostility as the preceding chapter furnishes? And how could

Jonathan be so ignorant of Saul's temper after so public an exhi-

bition? Attempts at conciliation (Schm., al.) are compelled to

explain away the obvious force of language. David's complaint

shows that Saul is not conceived of as having shown open hostil-

ity : IVhaf have I done? IVhaf is 7ny ,ij7/iV/, and what my sin

before thy father, that he is seeking my life?— 2. Jonathan re-

assures David (or tries to reassure him) : Far be it.' Thou shalt

not die. My father does not even a small thing without letting me

know, and 7vhy should my father hide this from me ? Not so !

Jonathan's complete ignorance of Saul's state of mind could not

be more strongly expressed. — 3. David's reply suggests the rea-
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son of Jonathan's ignorance: Thyfather well knows that I ain in

favour tvith thec~\ the standing phrase, elsewhere translated have

found grace in tliine eyes. Saul's thought is : Let not Jonathan

know this, lest he be painedA^ possibly the original reason was lest

he make it known or something equivalent. Nevertheless, by the

life of Yahweh and by thy life'] so the Bedawy swore " his tale was

truth by the life of Ullah and by his son's life." *— There is, as it

were, a step between me and death] either another step forward

would plunge him into destruction, or else death was so close

upon his track that in another step it would overtake its victim.

— 4, 5. To Jonathan's question: What dost thou desire that I

do for thee ? David replies with his proposal : To-morrow is the

New Afoon. But I shall not sit zuith the king to eat bread] the

plain implication is that David was expected at the king's table.

His absence would be noted— evidence enough that there had

been no open breach. The Ne-w Moon was a festival from the

earliest times. To the present day the Arab of the desert greets

the new moon with devout ejaculations, and the women ' chant

their perpetual refrain of a single verse, and dance for an hour or

two.'t We have every reason to suppose that the observance

goes back to a time when the moon was an object of worship.

The reason why David would not be at the table : But thou shall

let me go and 1 7vill hide myself in the field until evening] the po-

liteness of David is manifested in asking Jonathan's permission. —
6. If thv father miss me, then thou shall say : David asked leave

of me] it is doubtful whether Jonathan were empowered to act in

the king's stead. But David designedly chooses to feign such a

breach of etiquette as the king would easily condone if he were in

a good mood. The permission was asked (ostensibly), to run to

Bethlehem his city, for there is a yearly saci'ifice there for all the

clan'] like Elkanah's, 2^''. — 7. If Saul should condone the slight

:

then it is well ivith thy seiijant] as to his standing with the king.

Otherwise, know that evil is determined upon by him] that is, by

Saul, cf. 25''.— 8. David pleads the agreement already made

between Jonathan and himself. ThoJi shalt deal kindly with thy

* Doughty, T7-aveh in Arabia Dcserta, I. p. 53.

t Doughty, I.e., I. pp. 366, 455.
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servant because into a bond sanctioned by Yahweh thou hast brought

thy servant'\ an agreement with divine sanctions between the two

is described i8'', and another was made later, 23^^. If there be

guilt in me, do thou stay me— to thyfather ivhy shouIdst thou bring

me? The strength of conviction shows itself in the form of the

protest.— 9. Jonathan gives renewed assurance of his willingness

to serve his friend : Far be it! Jf I knozv at all that evil is deter-

mined by myfather to come upon thee, surely J zvill tell thee'] such

must be the meaning, although the present text expresses it awk-

wardly if at all (cf. the note).— 10. David asks: Who zuill tell

me if thyfather answer thee harshly?] the question implies that it

would not be safe for Jonathan to meet David personally. The
answer is given in v.'**"- What comes between is not a part of the

earliest narrative.

1. ncnj . . . n^:3''i] is called the redactional suture above. It is possibly

however the original beginning of the account of David's flight to Achish,

where it would fit excellently instead of 21"*.— jnjini ':3s -icn"'1 N2ii] is

rendered in (@ as though it were ncNii jnjini ijaS N311, which is logically better.

Possibly however the division between the two documents is between the two

verbs, so that the original connexion was Injini ijaS idnm dV^ii dj nn\—
2. D-'yiS A7. : nry>"vX'? Qre. The former intends to begin if my father had

done, but this is not suitable to the present context. We must therefore choose

the Qre— my father 7uill fiot do.— in ^nj nai] is lacking in (5^ and may
have fallen out by scribal mistake of the second 131 for the first. As the

shorter text makes good sense however, I have retained it.— "'JTN nSj''] cf '-• ''

and 9'^.— PNT px] a strong expression— there is nothing of this. — 3. >3i:"'i

nij;] as We. says, David has not sworn as yet, and does not swear now. (5 has

only 3'i'''i, which is all we need; iiy is a scribal expansion perhaps duplicate

of "in, and the duplication of its y gave rise to the reading of |^. The second

iSN'i] means says to himself, as often.— 3i";""iD] the author of this passage

would seem to make Saul careful lest David should get information, rather

than lest Jonathan should be grieved, and traces of an original reading with

this force are found in ^^, which has yurj oh /SouATjrai, which would represent

r\vp JD (We.). (S^ has, with the same idea, oTros /it?; auayye'iKr} t^ Aavld. It

is difficult to suppose however that i'>"' was the verb here unless we read js

isyr, /est they take counsel together, and we are obliged to decide for PJ, as

slightly more probable.— aSiNi] strongly adversative to Jonathan's assertion

that there was no reason for David's suspicion.— T^'SJ ^'^l nn^"^n] cf. 14'*'

and BDB. s.v. •'n. The '3 is •'3 recitativum.— jvt:i] the like of a step (Dr.)
;

'^z'Q occurs here only— the verb in one passage; (@ seems to paraphrase.

— 4. ncsr~nc] does not seem the word we need: ri 4ni6unu <S points to

HINT nE, which exactly fits the place. In that case we should point '"i^'PNi,
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that I may do. — 5. cnn] is frequently joined with the Sabbath as a day

of religious observance, 2 K. 4^^ Is. i^* Am. 8^. It was adopted by the

Levitical legislation, Num. lO^*^ 28'^"^^; cf. Dillmann, Exodtis und Levit.,

p. 578 f., Benzinger, Hebr. Arch., § 69, Muss-Arnolt, JBL. 1892, pp. 73 f.,

160 ff.— 3^'N"3C'i ''Ojxi] is generally rendered / should certainly sit. But

if David had meant that on that day he was confidently expected at the

king's table, he would have expressed himself unambiguously to that effect.

(@ inserts a negative and this reading (3w'.s n*? 1'V> •'OJNi) has been gener-

ally adopted since We.-—-n^u'^S^r'n] is not expressed in (§bl ^nd is, in fact,

superfluous. David did not know that he must remain in hiding until the

third day. The word must therefore be dismissed. The only question is

whether we should not also throw out the whole clause, which might easily be

inserted by a scribe, in anticipation of what actually followed. — 6. ipfl] first,

to inspect in order to see whether any is missing (13^^ I4^')> then to discover

that some one is missing.— '?n;'j] with the proper Niphal force— asked for

hifnseif, Ges.-^ 51 ^.— an'^Tio] for which (S read cn'?"nia n>' (adopted by

We., Bu.).— 7. iS n-in'' n-in"Q{<i] koX i'av a-KArjpoiis a-n-oKpid^ aoi (g (with slight

variations). The latter seems on the whole more likely to have been substi-

tuted for the former than the reverse, it being more in conformity with what

actually took place, v.i" (We.).— 8. ':';•] should evidently be c>" with (SSsK.

(We., Dr., Bu.). — nr-i^ m^] seems to be used nowhere else of a covenant

between men, such as is alluded to here, but cf. Ex. 221°.— nfncS] is ren-

dered as a negative (which it is in intention) by SIL.— 9. The difficulty is

with the last clause of the verse :
'\'^ T'JN hpn nSi. It is possible to make the

whole verse (from dn) an oath with the imprecation suppressed — so We.

But in this passage, where the feeling is so strong, it would be unnatural to

leave out so important a part of the asseveration. It is also possible to make

the last clause an interrogation : If I know . . . shall I not tell thee ? (Dr.)

The difficulty would be relieved if we had instead of nS an emphatic particle

like pN. Such a particle exists in the form of ^_ in Arabic and it is possible

that it existed also in Hebrew. There are some traces of it aside from the

present passage, as Ex. 8-'^, which is closely parallel to this : If we sacrifice,

. . . surely the Egyptians will slay us. I have mislaid the reference to the

article (in JAOS, if I remember correctly) in which the identification of this

N*^ with the Arabic la was made, a few years ago. At the end of the verse <S^'

adds f IS Tas -niKiis (tov, which is also found, though differently placed, in (S^B^

The addition is difficult to account for; perhaps hpn was read n;^N and was

then supplemented by an adverbial clause inserted. Kl.'s adoption of the

reading will hardly command assent.— 10. ns in] idf (5 represents CS', which

is doubtless original. A scribe took cn to be an abbreviation of two words,

which he therefore restored. The received text might perhaps be justified by

analogies (We., Dr.) but it seems simpler to correct it.

11-17. Jonathan's entreaty. — Jonathan gives renewed assur-

ance of his fidehty and takes occasion to predict David's future
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accession to the throne. With this in view, he entreats David's

kindness for himself, or, in case he should not survive, for his

children. The section interrupts the main thread of the narra-

tive, and is characterized by a different tone. Instead of Jona-

than's being the superior and David the suppliant, their position

seems reversed.

11. The proposition of Jonathan is that they should go out into

the field, where they would be free from observation. This propo-

sition contradicts the plain intent of the main narrative, according

to which it would be dangerous for them to be seen going together

to the field. — 12, 13. By somewhat radical treatment of the text

we restore Jonathan's promise as follows : YaJnvch, God of Israel,

is witness that I will sound my father abotit this time to-mo7Tow,

and if he be well disposed towards David, then I zuill sendfor thee

to the field; but if there be evil— God do so to Jonathan and more

also if I bring the evil upon thee ; but I will uncover thine ear and

will let thee go, and thou shall go in peace. The two alternatives

are plainly put and the imprecation is joined with the appropriate

one. The consciousness of the author that the latter alternative

would be realized, shows itself in the concluding clause : And
Yahweh be with thee as he has been with myfather .'— 14, 15*. The
mention of David's future brings a request that his grace may be

extended to Jonathan and his descendants. The writer has in

mind the later account of David's treatment of Jonathan's son.—
A7id if I am yet "alive, thou shall shotv me the kindness of Yahweh ;

But if I should die, thou shall not withdraiv thy compassion from

my house forever^ the two alternatives are completely stated,

showing that the remainder of the verse belongs with what fol-

lows.— 15'^, 16, Should David forget the covenant, God would

be the avenger : Biit if, in Yahweh's cutting off the enemies of

Davidfrom theface of the ground, Jonathan should be cut off with

the house of Saul, then Yahweh will require it at the hand ofDavid~\

Jonathan is here put for the house ofJonathan and David for the

house of David. The emphasis laid upon this matter makes us

suspect that the house of Jonathan feared the ruling dynasty for a

long time.— 17. Jonathan continued to give assurances to David,

because with tender love he loved him, cf iS'''.
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12, 13. The text has suffered in transmission, partly because the sentence

is unusually long. As it stands, it is impossible to call it good Hebrew.

After m we must restore ^;;, which has fallen out by reason of its similarity to

^n; so <S ^^DJ, while (§ olSe;/ points to yi", a corruption of the same original.

Read therefore: Witness is Yahweh, cf. 12^.— rT'i:'''Svr."i] is superfluous here

as in v.^, having been put into the text to make the promise conform to the

event.— r\y\\\ should be |ni equivalent to bni; it is so read in S, while (5^

gives both: koll V^ov, edv.— rN".s'^i] the n'^ must be the same emphatic parti-

cle used above in v.', here as there in the apodosis.— ^jrs'nx vii*?;!] is lack-

ing in (5, which substitutes tU aypSv {^^) or tls rh neSiov. The latter seems

more appropriate, for if Saul's mood was discovered to be good, Jonathan

could send openly to the field and fetch David. At the beginning of v.^^ (@L

has ical iay icaKuu if, which at any rate gives an appropriate meaning. I sup-

pose the words r\-;-\ qni mii'n] to have become illegible and to have been filled

out by a scribe with a phrase from v.^^, which fits in the context.— Sn aai^ >d

•ax] is unintelligible; (g'^B g^( dz/oiVci', (@^ iav ^y; auoicTcu. Both point to non

for >3X and with n^2N we must here read (in an oath) ex. The original ex

Nox was miswritten 'ax"'^x, with which something had to be supplied. The

original reading of Jonathan's oath I take therefore to be : '?ntl:'i mVx nin'' i^

rt-yp n3 iV j;i jm : r\TZ<n ^'? vhuH tn n*^! in Sx avj jm ina nya ox nx npnx ••a

yh-; j;-in nx xox ox iiDi nji jnjin>S avnSx.— 14. The received text is here

also corrupt.— ax xSi] is a duplication, x'^i was written, and then, to make

clear that xS was not meant, 3S was added.— n'.:';"n"xSi] is represented by

Kal TTJiriffeis (&^, iroirjaris (3^% showing that we should read again the emphatic

particle in the apodosis.— m.T' ion] cf. 2 S. 9^. The third x*?! should be read

x^'i and begin the next verse.— 15. The first half of the verse, taken with the

two preceding words, makes good sense. But the second half must be dis-

connected, and made the beginning of a third sentence.— rnDn^ sSi] will

barely admit of connexion with the preceding (Dr.), but is better in every

way when read nnsnj x'71. & omits t:"X, perhaps rightly.— 16. hidm] el

i^opdriaerai (@'^ rightly pointing ri-;;'' and connecting witR the preceding xSi.

Where (@^ gets ebpedrjvai is difficult to say. — jPJini] rh tvofia rod 'IcniaOdi'

(@^, the latter is adopted by Dr., Bu., but does not seem to improve the sense.

— in ni3"ay] otto tov oIkov Aauei'S ^'^^, on the ground of which We., Dr.,

restore oys. But what Jonathan requests is not that his house may continue

wifh the house of David (as its dependants) but that it may not be cut off by

them, which would not be expressed by a"C. (§'- /uera tov oXkov SaouA has

some claims to be regarded therefore as original. — in 'a^'X td] cannot be

right, as is evident; read m tc. In some other cases o\s is inserted to

avoid an imprecation on David. There is also a trace in one MS. of (& that

the word was doubtful.— 17. in"PX ;?i2mS] Jonathan's love is no reason for

his adjuring David. We are compelled therefore to read ^~'^n :'!?"'"'^ with ©.

The main object of the interview was that Jonathan might assure David on

oath that he would not betray him to Saul.— iPx irsnx^] has arisen by dupli-

cation of the following words. It is lacking in (5^.
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18-23. Jonathan describes more distinctly his plan for ac-

quainting David with the state of Saul's mind.— 18. The verse

goes back to ^°, in which David had inquired about the means of

communication. First, a sketch of the situation : To-morrotv is

New Moon and thou shalt be missed, when thy seat shall be vacant~\

the sentence is no doubt tautological and perhaps the text has

suffered. — 19. What is intended by the opening of the verse is

not clearly made out. David's course, however, is marked out

for him : Thou shalt come to the place where thou didst hide the

day 0/ . . .'] the day intended is no longer intelligible.— And
shalt sit down by the side ofyonder stone heap] the nature of the

stone heap is not defined. — 20. The general sense of the verse

must be that Jonathan will choose some object by the side of

David's hiding place as a tnark at which to shoot. But it is im-

possible to construe the present text, and the evidence of the

versions does not enable us to reconstruct it in better shape.—
21. And I 7tnll send the boy\ which one takes to recover the

arrows when shooting at a mark: Go find the arroiv I] the man-

ner in which the boy is to be directed, to the arrow is the token

for David.— If I say to the boy : The arrow is this side of thee,

pick it up f— then, come ! for it is well for thee, there is nothing

the matter, by the life of Ya/nveli] the sign is plain, and one that

naturally suggests itself.— 22. But if I say to the lad: The arrow

is beyond thee— then go ! for Yahweh sends thee azvay'] the discov-

ery of the mind of Saul will be an indication of God's will concern-

ing David's course.— 23. Jonathan's final word of confirmation :

And asfor the word ivhich we have spoken, thou and I, Yahweh is

witness between me and thee forever] Yahweh is a party to such

solemn engagements, as we see in the case of Jacob and Laban,

Gen. 31^".

18. ipfl'' id] is suspicious. But no better reading suggests itself.— 19. nrStin

1ND T\n] gives no appropriate sense. <5 substitutes ipen for "nr, which is

adopted by We., Dr., Bu., but does not seem satisfactory. That David

would be more missed on the third day than on the second is true. But

there was no reason to suppose that Saul's mind would not be discovered

on the day following the interview. David should not wait until the third day

to come to the place where he was to hide. I suspect that n'j'S-M at any rate

(and perhaps the whole clause) is an insertion of the same hand which forced

the thi)-i/ tlay into vsj'-'^-; ns3i Tin TN'i is what we expect.-—-n^^cn ar^] the
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day of the deed is wholly unknown to us. There must be a reference to some

former hiding on the part of David. But the only account of such a hiding

preserved to us is in \<^, Jonathan's former intercession for David. On gen-

eral grounds, we have already decided that that account was not known to the

author of this narrative. It is difficult moreover to see how the day of that

intercession could be called the day of the deed. We. supposes a reference to

Saul's attempt with the spear (and refers to Job 33^'^). But David did not

hide himself that day, so far as we know. We are in fact wholly in the dark.

The versions— t^s epyaaias (S^, rf) ipyacri/urj <3'^^, qua operari licet IL, N'?im

ST, see in the word a designation of a working day in distinction from the

festival day of the New Moon. But it is doubtful whether n-^^cn would be

used to mark such a distinction— muy would be more natural.— Stnh p.sn]

if correct can be only a proper name. But as pointed out by Th. (5 (rb

epyaS iKiivo (§^, rw \idai iKfivcf) <3^) read both here and in v.*i the word jjns,

which would naturally mean a heap of stones, cf. the proper name Argob in

Bashan, Dt. 3* i K. i}^. We. therefore restores X->r\ 2JiNn "ri-vy, which is gen-

erally adopted.— 20. mix ms a-ii-nn nr'?;;* ijni] would naturally mean : and
I will shoot the three arroivs by the side of it. But why three arrows? The

later account speaks of only two, and it was not certain in advance that more

than one would be needed. The three arrows are spoken of as if already

mentioned, which is not the case. This half of the verse, moreover, in this

wording does not fit the remaining words — to send for nic to a goal. If this

means anything it makes a complete tautology when taken with the preced-

ing. (5 reads r^Z'hZ' as a verb— and I will triple the arroivs, or and I will use

three arroivs, which does not seem to give any help. We., followed by Dr.,

Bu., reconstructs c^snj ^'Vr.s ijni = and I on the third day [will shoot] zvith

arroivs, which, if we can make Z'^Z' mean to do on the third day, somewhat re-

lieves the difficulty, though the sentence is still awkward, and does not fit well

with he latter part of the verse. I cannot help thinking that Kl. is on the

right track in seeing in miN a corruption of nsiN. In that case Jonathan in-

tended to say :
' / will choose something near the stone heap as a mark at

which to shoot.' But the original text is not discoverable.— 21. i>'jn] the

boy, whom he would naturally have with him in practising archery.— nsd ^S]

the omission of nrs'^ is unusual. Possibly the original was simply nsc'^, which

has been expanded under the influence of v.^^ where we have nsd fi. — a''i"nn]

should probably be the singular in both instances. — nxji] must begin the apo-

dosis, corresponding to "jS in the next verse. But in this case the 1 is abnor-

mal and we should either read nxai, or else with (^^^ omit the 1. The latter

alternative is favored by the parallel in the next verse, the 1 might readily

have conie from the end of the preceding word.— i3n] is sufficient of itself

without the addition of an adjective (evil) made by the versions.— 22. D^snn]

the singular should be restored here also with <3. The particular arrow which

should give the sign was the one in Jonathan's mind all through the speech.

The mistake of pj is probably because the form ••an (which occurs as an

undoubted singular in v.^^) was taken for an abbreviated plural, the usual
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singular being yn.— 23. It seems necessary to insert i;;; {jxaprvs (5) after

niH', or else to point the last two words of the verse dSijJ~i>; cf. v.^- as

amended above.

24-34. The discovery of the mind of Saul.— We may sup-

pose that the interview just described took place in the evening.

The new moon had aheady been seen, so tliat the next day

(properly, the day had begun with the sunset) was the festival.

— 24. David hid himself, and the festival day came, and the king

sat at the [sacrificial] meal to eat. The time of day is not given.

But, from the fact that Jonathan waited until the next morning

(after the second day) to carry his tidings to David, we may sup-

pose it was late in the day.— 25. The king's table companions

were only three. The king sat on his seat, as usual, by the wall,

andJonathan was opposite, and Abner sat by the side of Saul, and

David's seat 7vas vacant. The simplicity of the royal table is

evident.— 26. The absence of David was not remarked upon at

this time, the king supposing a ritual reason : For he said to him-

self : It is an accident : he is not clean because he has not been

cleansed^ the festival being a religious one, no one could eat of

the meal without being ritually purified. If David had neg-

lected the proper rite of preparation, he had a sufficient excuse

for absence from the table.— 27. The second day matters came

to a crisis. Why has not the son of Jesse come to the table, either

yesterday or to-day ? The known friendship of the two men made

it probable that Jonathan would be informed.— 28. Jonathan

makes the excuse agreed upon : David begged of me leave to run

to Bethlehem.— 29. Specific report of what David said in his

request : Let me go, Ipray, for we have a clan sacrifice in the city,

and that was what my brother commanded me. The appearance

of the brother instead of the father has led 'to the supposition that

David's father was dead. Possibly we should read my brethren

(with (i), and understand it of the members of the clan in gen-

eral. Jonathan would then make the impression that David was

invited by the clan to be present at the festival, undoubtedly a

reason why he should seek to go, but not one that would conciliate

Saul. In Jonathan's further report of David's words is another

infelicity : Let me slip away that I may see my brethren ! The

words must suggest to Saul that David was trying to escape from
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him.— 30. The wrath of Saul flames out upon his son : Son of a

rebellious slave girl I Universal custom abuses a man by throwing

opprobrium upon his parents. The son of a slave girl was of

mean lineage ; and in case the mother were rebellious, her son

might be suspected of being a bastard. Saul's anger did not

allow him to reflect on the injustice of his abuse. Do I not know

that thou art a companion of the son of Jesse, to thine oivn shame

and to the shame of thy mother's nakedness ? To revile a man by

the nakedness of his mother is still common among the Orientals

(Doughty, I. p. 269). That a man may disgrace the womb that

bore him is evident enough. But Saul in his excitement puts the

thought into coarse language.— 31. The reason for the anger is,

that David is a rival for the throne : For as long as the son ofJesse

liz'es upon the earth, thy kingdom shall not be established^ the suc-

cession would naturally fall to Jonathan as the most capable, and

probably the oldest of the sons of Saul. In the correct feeling

that Jonathan will know where David is, Saul orders him to send

and take him, adding : for he is doomed to deat/i] cf. 2 S. 1 2^.—
32, 33. At Jonathan's question why this should be, Saul's rage

gets beyond control : And Saul raised the spear at him to smite

him~\ as he had attacked David.— So Jonathan kneiv\ more evi-

dence could scarcely be expected, that it was determined by his

father to put David to death. — 34. And Jonathan rosefrom the

table in hot wrath and did not eat bread on the second day of the

month because hisfather had 7-eviled hint] the result of the inquiry

was not simply the discovery of Saul's purpose towards David, but

had brought unexpected insult to himself.

24. cnVn-Sj'] is probably right. The sitter at the low Oriental table is

decidedly above the food. The Qre recommends Sn, but the change is un-

necessary. (5 seems to have found ]rhz'7\ Sj.".— 25. nvn 2SMD~'^>s] is rendered

by TTopa Toc rolxov &% and •\^pr^ Sn is quite sufficient.— 2|"iii] why Jonathan

should stand while the others sit is not clear, /col irpoe(pQaaiv <Bi^, koI -rrpofcpda-

aev avTov IB^, point to a"!", cf. 2 S. 22^ 2 K. 19^2^ which means to confront,

generally in a hostile sense, but not necessarily so, Ps. 21*. The reading

D-ip''i in this place, suggested first (so far as I know) by Ewald, G VI^. III.

Ill, E. Tr. III. p. 80, is now generally adopted.— 26. mpn] various accidents

might make one ritually unclean. — nina nS"i3] is tautological. The pointing

"ina, suggested by <& (We.), relieves the difficulty to a certain extent only,

but seems the best we can do. — 27. •'ju'n C'lnn mnDr] is impossible. We
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must have either trinn mnnc, or else >j!yn orn. (g has both, inserting Dvn.

Probably the original was only 'iTinn mnac.— cnSn] for the table, as in v.^*.

—

28. '?xs'j Sn^'j] implies an urgent request.— cnS no""i>'] I cannot persuade

myself that the sentence is complete without a verb such as is supplied by (@^

Spafxelv, or (S^ TTopivdijvat, or Ijy 2C '?T''d'^, though the difference may show

that the translators did not have either one in the text; y\b seems to be the

simplest. After Bethlehem @S add his city.— 29. nis Nini] the unusual

order is perhaps due to an error. (§ seems to have read simply iViM.

—

riNixi] expressing the purpose of the request should be pointed hnini.—
30. nmnn n^j] is made up of two words otherwise unheard of. Lagarde

(^Mittheil, I. p. 236 f.) makes the best of the present text, which might mean

onegone astray fro)7i discipline. It seems better however, on the basis of (5,

to restore m>j (or n-i;rj) instead of nij'j. Only, as a man cannot be the son

of more than one woman, the plural of (5 is not allowable. The natural

phrase would be mVD myj. A reflection on the chastity of Jonathan's mother

is evidently intended, and tid is used of Israel's rebellion against Yahweh (and

adultery with other gods), showing that it would convey such a reflection. If

ni>'J is original, we might suppose nmcn to be a gloss intended to explain

its meaning— son ofpervcrseness would fit the sense. — p*? nnx 1112] the verb

does not go with the preposition; © points to lah or nan (adopted by Th. al.).

— 31. "iniD^ci nrN] the nrx does not agree well with the meaning of the verb.

It is lacking in ^'^^, and has evidently come in by the error of a scribe, who

in writing pn took it for the second person, and naturally put down n.iN as its

subject. Saul was not afraid for Jonathan personally, but for his succession to

the throne.— mD"p] already he is marked out by death as one of its chil-

dren, cf. mn t:"N, i K. 2-*^.— 33. "^3^] as in the earlier case (iS^^) should

probably be pointed Sb^i, inripiv (S-^^. — N^n hSd] the lack of agreement is

obvious. (5 reads as in vv.'^- ^. But the particular evil is here defined in the

clause iiTPN n''cn'^. It will be sufficient therefore to correct N>n n'?3 to nnS:),

with We. al.— 34. 'tSn asyj '3] is lacking in <3^, and is unnecessary. The

wrath was fully accounted for by Saul's insulting language. — is'^an] a-weTe-

XiCiv eV avTov (S^ has arisen under the influence of nnVD, above. Here the

absolute vh'; rh^ seems harsh, and |^ is to be retained,

35-39. The warning given.— As already agreed upon, Jonathan

acquaints David of his danger. On the next morning : Jonathan

came into tlic field to the rendezvous with David, and diS agreed, he

brought a young tad 7vith him.— 36. Jonathan starts the boy to

find an arrow, and then, while he is running, shoots another to fly

beyond him.— 37. So when the lad came to the place 0/ the [first]

arroiv which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after the lad and

said: Is Jiot the arrow beyofid thee ?'\ this is in exact accordance

with the agreement as worded above.— 38. Jonathan gives an



'XX. 35-41 195

additional message : Hasten quickly, do not stop ! The words

spoken to the boy were intended for David's ear. So Jonathan's

ladgathered the arfows and brought them to his master. — 39. The

writer reminds us that the lad did not know anything of the real

matter in hand, but only Jonathan and David knew it. This was

evidently the conclusion of the incident, except that he added

what we now find in 21^: David rose from the place where he

was concealed and departed, y^\AQ. Jonathan came into the city.

35. i;?idS] the appointment naturally included both place and time.

—

36. D-snn] is to be corrected to the singular as above. Jonathan shot a

single arrow, and while the lad was running for it, he shot •innTN, the par-

ticular arrow on which so much depended, so as to pass beyond the boy.—
37. Ni^n] the whole line from this word to ipjn in the next verse has fallen

out of (@^. Possibly it made just a line in some early manuscript. A part of

the omission is supplied however after the word o-t^s = inj'n.— 38. mnn
TW\r\'\ cf. Driver's note.— ^inn Kt.'\ to be read as a plural {^Qre').— N3^i]

should be pointed nti with (g-^L, and the margin of ^.

40-42. The verses give the account of a final interview, with

renewed expressions of affection. They stultify the whole preced-

ing account, however, and must be regarded as an interpolation.

If it was so dangerous for Jonathan and David to be seen together

before Saul's mind was fully known, it was more so after the open

breach between him and his son. Jonathan's return to the city

without his arms, after sending back the lad, would be an invita-

tion to suspicion. The interview is moreover without a purpose.

The solemn agreement had been made. The leave had been

taken. Two seasoned warriors cannot be supposed to have so

little steadiness of purpose that they must have one more embrace,

even at the risk of their lives. For these reasons we must regard

the paragraph as no part of the narrative just considered. Nor

does it agree with any earlier part of the book. Its allusions to

what took place in vv.^^^ are unmistakable. We must therefore

regard it as an editorial expansion, pure and simple.

40. The first thing is to get rid of the boy, and he is therefore

sent with Jonathan's weapons to the city.— 41. David then arose

from the side of the stone heap\ mentioned above as his hiding-

place, andfell with his face to the ground, and prostrated himself

three times'] the occasion would not seem to admit of such exag-
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gerated politeness.— And each kissed his friend and each wept

with his friend until . . .] a point of time seems to have been

given, but is not now discoverable.— 42. Jonathan dismisses

David with a reminder of their covenant : As to what we two

have sworn, in the name of Yahweh, Yahwch will be between nie

and thee, and between my seed and thy seedforever. The Bedawy

also says : There is none between us but Allah (Doughty, I. p. 267}.

XXI. 1. As already remarked, this verse is the conclusion of

this narrative, and must have stood after 20^^.

40. N-ian] is lacking in (S^, and is in fact superfluous.— 41. 3jjn Ssnd]

f7-om the side of the South Country is of course impossible. Read 2JlNn Vsnd

corresponding to the emendation in v.^^ (so (@, and ^ also has Xijip niS p
here).— 'ri'ijn nn—iy] tmlil David exceeded (EV). But why David's vic-

tory in so curious a contest should be mentioned is impossible to conceive.

(5 has nothing to represent in, so that We. proposes Vijn ny; but this

nowhere means a great deal, which is the only sense we can give it here.

Kl. rightly remarks that what we expect is a point of time, and proposes

Snj or nj.', which however does not seem sustained by usage.— 42. idnS]

is the erroneous insertion of a scribe who supposed the words of the oath

were to follow.— XXI. 1. D|T'i] the subject seems necessary, and David is

correctly added by (S.

XXI.-XXVI. David an outlaw captain.

XXI. 2-10. David comes to Nob, where his appearance

startles the priest. He excuses his lack of provision and of

followers, and receives the sacred bread and also the sword

of Goliath.

The brief narrative is well told. The natural question is whether

it fits on to any of the preceding sections. The surprise of the

priest indicates that David was accustomed to travel with a

retinue. This is appropriate for a man who had attained promi-

nence as a captain, and who had become the king's son-in-law.

The condition in which he presents himself— without weapons

and without food— is unusual, even for the ordinary traveller.

This is inconsistent, not only with David's usual course, but even

v/ith the representations of the chapter just studied. For in that

chapter David had ample time to furnih;h himself for the flight

which he suspected would be necessary. The condition in which
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he appears before the priest is the natural sequel of only one

preceding section, and that is the one where David is hastily let

down through the window of his house at a time when guards

were already posted, when there might be danger in the gleam

or clash of weapons, and when in the sudden terror, bread would

not be thought of These reasons seem to justify the connexion

immediately with 19^^

2. The verse connects well with 19^'^ or 19^^% which may be

the original : And David fled and escaped the night of his wed-

ding, and came to Nob, to Ahimekch the priest~\ Nob was a sanct-

uary, as is evident from the continuation of this account. It

was within the immediate jurisdiction of Saul, or he could not

have dealt with it so summarily. A town of the name is located

in Benjamin by Nehemiah (11"'), and the same is intended by

Isaiah in his picture of the progress of an invading enemy from

the north (Is. 10^-). From the latter passage, we learn that the

town was in the immediate vicinity of Jerusalem. This situation

would answer all the needs of our passage. David would natu-

rally make his way southward from Gibeah so as to reach his own
clan. He would stop for supplies at the first town in which he

might have friends. Nob lay immediately on the way to Beth-

lehem, and in his flight (late at night) he would reach it by the

early dawn, x^liimelech the priest came trembling to meet David.

In 16* the Sheikhs of Bethlehem tremble at the spiritual autocrat.

Here the priest takes the same attitude in presence of the secular

authority. The difference in the point of view is obvious. The
priest is surprised at the way in which David comes.— Why art

thou alone, and no man with thee .?] the evident implication is,

that David was usually accompanied by an escort.— 3. David

invents an excuse, to the effect that he is on a pressing errand

from the king, and one that requires secrecy : The king com-

manded me a matter to-day, and said to me : Let no man know
anything of the matter upon which I send thee'] the natural infer-

ence is that he must not attract attention by travelling with a

company. He intimates however that the troops had a rendezvous

appointed : A?id the young men I have appointed to meet me at

a certain place. — 4. The haste of the departure is pleaded as a
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reason for asking provision : And now if there be within thy reach

five loaves of bread, give it me, or ivhatever may be at hand. —
5. The priest's objection to giving wliat bread he has, is : There

is no common bread within my reach, thoi/gh there is sacred bj'cad^

the latter, being consecrated, must be handled by consecrated

persons only. This did not originally mean that only the priests

could eat it. Like the sacrifices, it could probably be eaten by

worshippers duly prepared liturgically. As a safeguard, such per-

sons usually partook of the consecrated food within or near the

sanctuary. But there seems to be no reason in the nature of

things why it should not be taken away, if only proper care was

exercised.— If only tiie yoting men have kept themselves from

7uoman'\ thev might eat it, is the natural conclusion of the sen-

tence. As is abundantly clear from the Pentateuchal legislation,

as well as from Arabic usage, the sexual act renders one unfit for

any sacred ceremony until the proper purification has been under-

gone.— 6. The obscurity of David's reply is probably due to our

ignorance of the author's conception of holy and profane. In

any case he gives assurance on the particular point of inquiry :

But ivomen have been kept from us as always when I go on an

expedition. As war was a sacred work, abstinence from everything

profane was David's habit in all his campaigns.— And the arms

of tlie young men were consecrated'] at starting, as we suppose

was the custom in Israel, from the expression consecrate war,

Jer. 6* Mic. 3^ David makes his assurances so strong that he

even says (to all appearance) that if the bread were common

bread, it would become consecrated by contact with the conse-

crated vessel in which he proposed to carry it. The exact words

in which he originally embodied this declaration are unfortunately

lost to us.— 7. The plea was effectual, and the priest gave him con-

secrated [food] for ilicre was no bread there except bread of the

presence removedf7-0m before Yalnueli, to place Jiot bread there, the

day it was talien aiuay. According to later custom this was done

once a week. Lev. 24^. — 8. The verse is evidently designed to

prepare for Doeg's betrayal of David later, 22^. Some have there-

fore supposed it to be an interpolation. But the later passage seems

to presuppose this one. Doeg the lulomite, who is described as

Saul's mukherd, was kept at the sanctuary by some religious (cere-
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monial) obligation.— 9. David asks further for spear or sword

since he has left his own weapons behind : For the king's di/siiiess

7vas urgcnt'\ is his pretext.— 10. The priest tells of the sword

of Goliath, whom thou didst slay in the valley of Elah~\ the lan-

guage is used to indicate that David had a better title to the

sword than had any one else. It had been deposited by David

in the sanctuary, and was now wrapped in a mantel, behind the

ephod'] the last phrase is omitted by (H, perhaps because of dis-

like of the ephod, which here cannot be a garment or a breast-

plate. At David's desire, the sword is given him.

2. n^:] with an unusual form of the (locative) accusative ending, Ges.^^,

90/; Stade, 132 (p. 102). Jerome (according to Buhl, Geog. p. 198) locates

Nob in the vicinity of Lydda. But there would seem to be no reason why
David should go westward, and into the country of the Philistines. Perhaps

Jerome was moved by the following account of David's coming to Achish.

But that is from a different document. The same line of argument is followed

by Schm. (p. 719 f.) to refute those who suppose David to have fled across the

Jordan to naj (cf. Jd. 8").— -i'?C''n>s] There seems to be no doubt that the

second half of the name is one of the names of Yahweh cf. Moore on Jd. 8'^^.

We find an n^ns", 14-^, who officiated as Saul's priest, and he is probably the

same with our Ahimelech. iB^^ ^z.?, Abimelechh&XQ.— "in ns-ip"'] ©'^B j-g^^jg

inNipS, which would l^e natural— but on that very account |^ must be taken

to be original.— 3. jn^n j'^cnx'?] (S-^'^ has jhdS simply.— 13t] (g adds

(Trjfifpor, which is appropriate and forcible. The day began with the evening.

The command being received at or after sundown, to be carried out at once

would plausibly explain David's appearance in the early morning at Nob.—
n;oiNc] seems to be omitted by (5-^^. With the negative it has the force of

af all-— here te/ no man knoiu at all of the matter, Ges.^^, 137 c.— yrwi lii'Ni]

is redundant— perhaps a scribe's expansion.— injjnr] might possibly be a

Poel form (Ges.^'', 55 <^; Stade, 465). But the meaning is not so good as if

we had Tn"'', which should probably be restored; (5 Sia^ue^aprvpTj^ai points to

imjjn, which was read as if from H". But the form might equally be from

i>'\ If the original reading were v"n>"' it might give rise to both "'nj;ni'' and

\Ti;?n. Kl. proposes 'myij, Ex. 29*- Job 2II.— •'jaSx •'jSd] 2 K. 6^.— 4. u'l-nn]

does not consist with the definite number of loaves asked for. We are

compelled therefore to read tt'^'DX with (S^^-^, ei eirric (ei has dropped out

of <^^ owing to its resemblance to the beginning of the next word).

—

Nxrjn in] is a concise way of saying, or whatever then canst find.— 5. Sn]

is the opposite of i:'"'|i. Of course we cannot judge the act of Ahimelech by

the later legislation which commanded that the bread of the presence should

be eaten by the priests only, and only in the sanctuary. Lev. 24^. There is no

evidence in this narrative that the priest did not take all the jirecautions
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necessary.— rnp"'^.y] the '^.s is probably erroneous duplication of the preced-

ing Sn.— 6. Confessedly a difficult verse, and one in which the versions give

us little help. For the religious ideas which lie at the basis of David's assur-

ances, cf. WRS. Religion of the Seviites, pp. 365,436.— Dii'Sir Sdpo] cannot

mean that the privation has lasted three days (AV., cf. RV.), nor that it has

lasted about three days which would have been differently expressed. It

expresses a comparison : as yesterday and the day before, i. e., as in former

times. David claims that his custom has always been to take care for ritual

purity on all his expeditions and that this is no exception.— rn>i] must carry

on the description of what took place at the start : Women were taboo . . .

and the equipments of the young men were consecrated. This fully meets the

priest's scruples, and is emphasized in what follows.— Sn fn Nini] is unin-

telligible. David can hardly mean that he is upon a peaceable (and therefore

common') journey, for this is aside from the main purpose. There seems to be

no way of fitting the clause into the context, and the text is probal^ly unsound.

From the clause which follows, we conclude that David meant to say that even

common bread would become consecrated by contact with the already conse-

crated vessels of his followers. Possibly the change of -\-\-\ to n:n might

enable us to get this meaning: Sn ^3T Nim = and were it a common thing,

nevertheless it would become consecrated in the vessel (in which it will be car-

ried) cf. (§1^ which favours this construction, though it retains "iii.— 'a f)Ni]

would probably bear the construction just suggested; ©"^ seems to have read

^3 only, while O^- neglects the words altogether.-— ''^32] 5ia to crKiv-r) iJ.ov <3

perhaps gives the original meaning.— 7. QiiDicn] the plural is probably due to

the accretion of a D from the beginning of the next word (We.).— 8. li'/j] as

the root is used above for that which is religiously forbidden (taboo), we may

suspect that it means here, hej>t by a taboo, or in accordance with later custom,

iept by a vow (so Schm. who compares the law of the Nazirite, Num. 6, but

this does not require a sojourn in the sanctuary).— a^i^ T'3n] vffi.t»v r'as

T)fxi6vovs (@ is restored by Lagarde {BN. p. 45, note) as Dn'ij.'n S-i^x, and as

ION is not used of a chief, the latter (which is the more difficult reading)

should probably be adopted. Graetz suggests D''Snn TiaN {Gesch. der Juden,

I. 183), adopted by Dr., Bu., Ki. — 9. r\s~'i'^ j''Ni] The form px occurs

nowhere else. The punctuators wished to distinguish it from ps and perhaps

to identify it with dn. (@ has IfSe d tuTiv ivravda, which We. supposes to indi-

cate ng ii'M nst, though he finds the interchange of n and j unusual. As the

two letters are not unlike in the old alphabet we need not deny the possil)ility

of one ])eing mistaken for the other. But if the original were DN we may

suppose <5 to have avoided the aposiopesis liy inserting fSs. I had already

suspected the original to be ns !:•> ini, and where is there, before I saw Klos-

termann's conjecture to the same effect. It is to this question that Ahimelech

replies.— finj] a supposed passive participle from I'n:. Kl. conjectures

innj, decisive, strict, Dan. 9-''. More probable is yiNj (from \\vC), or U'in-.

— 10. The Valley of Elah is a reference to 17^ or to the original account

from which that has l)een expanded.— nai^] is the passive participle.

—
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nn] is pointed in many editions no but this is incorrect. At the end of the

verse add Kal eSco/cer avrriv avTw (§.

11-16. David at the court of Achish.— David escapes to the

court of Achish king of Gath. There he becomes an object of

suspicion, and feigns madness, whereby he preserves his hfe, and

is allowed to go.

The paragraph is fitted into the narrative so that it seems to

follow naturally on the preceding. On closer inspection we see

that it does not. The opening verse indicates that David's flight

was directly from the presence of Saul. In the presence of the

Gittites, moreover, it would be an insane thing to carry the sword

of Goliath. The linguistic marks of so short a piece are scarcely

sufficient to identify it. It may be conjectured however that it

originally followed the account of David's sojourn at Ramah

(19")-

11. Achish king of Gath is the same who was David's overlord

in his later career. The present account seems to be an attempt

to explain away the facts of history.— 12. The servants (that is,

officers) of Achish arouse his suspicions : Is not this David, the

king of the land ?'\ the conception of the author who could put

the question into the mouth of the Phihstines at this date is

naively unhistorical. Was it not to this man that thev sang in

dances saying : Saul has slain his thousands and David his ten

thousands ? It is curious however that GoHath's fellow-citizens

should not adduce the death of their hero as a part of the charge

against David.— 13, 14. As David reflected on these words he

feared, a?id disguised his understanding, and raved in their hands,

atid drummed on the doors, and let his spittle run down upon his

bea?'d'\ all signs of a maniac. Ewald cites the similar behaviour

of Ulysses, and of Arabic and Persian heroes ; Schm. mentions

Brutus and Solon.— 15, 16. The king has no relish for this sort

of company : You see a madman, but why shouldyou brifig him to

me ? Am I in lack of madmen that you should bring this to rave

at ;//(? ? Shall this come into my house ? From the implied

assertion that Achish already had madmen enough, some have

imagined that the members of his household were thus afflicted

(Schm. p. 719, who cites no authorities).
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11-16. The opening verse : David rose andfled that dayfrom the presence

of Saul, points to something earlier than the interview with Ahimelech. This

verse, if originally following that interview, should read : And David went

thence. That the general style of this section is similar to that of igi*-^^ is

indicated by Bu., who prints the two in the same colour. I venture to think

the point of view the same. In both, David is delivered without the aid of

his prowess. Providence is his guide in both, and his escape, really miracu-

lous in one case, is little short of that in the other. And if that account

shows resemblance to 1
61"" by the position it gives Samuel, this betrays a sim-

ilar connexion by calling David king of the land.— 11. it^jn] 'A7X0M @.

— 12. ii3'?N2 and n3-»3 are written as in 18'^.— 14. •ij;rM] the form has

perhaps preserved the original third radical. Else, it is a clerical error for

nj-"i or I'i'ii (Stade, 493 «; Ges.-^, (iO d, 'J^hh'). The verb is used of chang-

ing one's clothes, 2 K. 252^, and in the Hithpael, of disguising one's self,

I K. 14^. D>"t3 is the taste or flavour of a thing, applied figuratively to the

character of a nation (Moab), Jer. 48", and to the understanding of a person,

I S. 253^. The difficulty with the phrase here used (and in the form i.-^ura

i2j;!3"nN Ps. 34I dependent on this passage) is that one does not change his

understanding as he does his clothes. This is felt by (S which renders koX

7]\Koiwcrfv rh irpSaoiirov avrov. It is impossible to prefer this to the more

difficult reading of |^, but there is reason to suppose the obscurity due to

early corruption of the text. The exegetical feeling of Schmidt (who adheres,

of course, to the Massoretic text) leads him to see that the change of one's

understanding is attributable to God alone. In fact, it is possible that God

(or Yahweh) was the original subject here, so that the parallel with the deliv-

erance at Ramah was once more striking than it now is.— V'?nnM] either

feigned himself mad, or raved under the influence of fear, Jer. 25'^. The

next clause has a double translation in (g. — in^i] vn>i Qre, is supposed to

mean viake marks, as we say scribble. But (§ Koi iTVfj.-iTdvi(fu renders inM, as

was pointed out by Cappellus, Critica Sacra, p. 261. Possibly i.n>i is only

a phonetic spelling of ir^i, Ew. CF/^. III. p. 116, E.Tr. III. p. 83.— 15. njn]

one is tempted to restore ]n— ?/ you see a madman, why should you bring

him to me?— pntt'D !J'\x] cannot be the man is mad (AV., cf. RV.), but the

words must be the object of the verb.— 16. iDn] probably originally -^D^^

(Ki.)._ni-PN] used in contempt as 10-".— h'f\ implies that the experience

was Imrdensome to him.

XXII. 1-XXVI. 25. David as an outlaw. —The various locali-

ties in which he hid himself are mentioned, and the failure of Saul

to seize him is shown. We have duplicate accounts of David's

sparing Saul when he had him in his power. There are also other

indications of compilation. But the separation of the documents

is difificult, owing to the nature of the material. In any case, the



XXII. 1-4 203

narrative consists of a string of adventures, each of which forms a

unit of itself.

XXII. 1-5. David collects a troop of followers, and brings his

father and mother into a place of safety.— 1. The opening words

would connect fairly well with 21^ 21^" or 21^^ From the general

tone of the narrative, they agree better with 21^ than with the

others. After the signal given by Jonathan, therefore, David went,

as was most natural, to his own clan, where he found safety in the

stronghold of Adullam'] the cave, which has become traditional,

originated in the error of a scribe. Adullam is one of the

Canaanite towns whose kings are said to have been conquered

by Joshua, Jos. 12^'. It is mentioned in the Shephela, between

Jarmuth and Shocoh, Jos. 15^; in 2 Chr. 11" it comes in immedi-

ate connexion with Shocoh, and in Neh. 11^ it is one of the

towns of Judah. These indications point to a location on the

western edge of Judah and favour the identification with the pres-

ent Aid-cl-Ma {'Id-el-AftJe, Buhl), twelve miles west by south from

Bethlehem. The Judahite warrior probably already had friends

there, and he was joined by his own clan. With David outlawed

they would not be safe.— 2. In possession of a stronghold, he

soon became head of a band of soldiers or bandits : There gath-

ered to him all the oppressed ~\ those rendered desperate by the

demands of their masters, and every one mho had a creditor'] a

brutal exactor of debts who would not hesitate to sell the debtor's

family into slavery, 2 K. 4^ ; and every embittered man] according

to 30'' men who were angry because of some grievance. The case

of David is similar to that of Jephthah (Jd. 11''). The energetic

man who is outlawed easily gathers such a force. They numbered,

in David's case, /our hundred men ; at a later stage of the history

we find six hundred, 30^— 3, 4. The verses are an interpolation,

or at least from a different source. They tell how David entrusted

his father and his mother to the king of Moab. The account has

been found plausible on the ground that Ruth the Moabitess was

an ancestress of David. But the fact that a young woman had

married into the tribe of Judah, renouncing her own gods and

leaving her father's house, would constitute a precarious title for

her great-grandson in claiming protection. The Mizpeh of Moab
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here mentioned is not named again and cannot be identified. On
the reading of David's request— Let my father and my mother

dwell with thee— see the critical note.— 5. The unexpected

introduction of Gad the prophet shows that the verse is by a

different hand from the one that wrote ^- -, and from the one that

wrote ^*. The purpose for which he comes is to warn David not

to remain in Mizpeh, which being foreign ground is unclean, but

to cotfie to the land of Jiidah. In consequence of this advice

David came to the Wood of Hereth. The location is unknown.

1. aSiy ni^'c] is also found 2 S. 2^^ (and i Chr. ii^^, which is dependent

upon it). In both cases, the word is followed by a reference not to a mya
but to a msa (cf. v.*). On this account We.'s correction to msn here and in

2 S. 23^^ is now generally accepted, cf. 23I*. A cave might also be fortified

as a stronghold, as were the caves in Galilee in the time of Herod. The

tradition which identifies the cave of Adullam with the immense cavern of

Khareitun is traced to the twelfth century of our era only (Baedeker, Pales-

tine^, p. 133). On the name Adullam cf. Lagarde, BN. p. 54 (from 'adtda, to

turn aside'). — 2. pli'D] of the straits of the inhabitants of a besieged city,

Dt. 28^^ Jer. ig^.— 3, 4. Of the two theories concerning the relation of the

verses to the Book of Ruth, it seems to me more likely that these are the

original than the reverse (cf Nestle, Marg. p. 14 and reff.). The Rabbinical

conceit that David's father, mother, and brothers were slain by the Moabites

after being entrusted to them (Schm. p. 743) has no foundation in the Biblical

text.— NSi] does not suit the following ddhn. We should probably restore

iz'^ as is read by S : maneat 3L might be adduced as having the same force,

but it probably goes back to 'yivicyQwaav <@ which We. would adopt (appar-

ently reading ^T'). (Th. prefers either vni or iv to the reading of J^.) Kl.'s

attempt to retain Ni'% changing CDnN to qd^Ss, is opposed by the following ^>^

— DOPN] TTopo (Toi <@^, jueTo (Tov (§'-' havc the singular, which is to be preferred.

— 'S'na'yi'nD] prol^ably in the sense what God will do 071 my behalf, cf 14^

25^".— Dnn] pointed by the Massorites as though from nnj, read by @ as

though from nnj, is really intended for onij^i, from mj (We. confirmed by

Dr., who cites S and ^ in favour of the reading).— n-nsDa] favours the read-

ing miSD above. S however has nasDa here and in the following verse.—
6. Gad the prophet is so called in only one other passage, 2 S. 24I', and there

the title seems to be a late insertion. Elsewhere he is David ^s Seer, 2 S. 24II

(and the parallel i Chr. 21^), 2 Chr. 29^5. He belongs in the later history but

not here. We should at least be told how he came to be with David. The

object of his introduction is to get David by divine command from some place

outside Judah back into his own country. Abiathar had not yet come down

with the ephod; the oracle is therefore imported by a prophet. As Adullam

was reckoned to Judah it is probable that for mii'DO here we should read
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nBi"D3 (Bu. following Kl.).— ly] a rough region covered with thickets. <g

reads here Ty.— mn] possibly an Aramaizing form of rin, 2^^^ (We. follow-

ing a conjecture of Ewald, GVI^, III. p. 123). (§ reads aapi'iK or crapix-

6-23. The vengeance of Saul upon the priests. — Saul learns

that Ahimelech has aided David. The priest is therefore sum-

moned and questioned. He admits the act, but denies evil

intent. But Saul is not satisfied and, at his command, the whole

priestly clan is hewn down in cold blood. Only one— Ahime-

lech's son— escapes, perhaps because he was left behind in the

journey to Gibeah. He flees to David with the ephod. David

receives him and promises him protection.

6-23. As the section is plainly the sequel of 21-"^", there is no objection to

supposing it originally continuous with that. We must however suppose that

v.^ has been fitted to the present connexion. In fact the first half of the verse

is irrelevant. The fact that David and his men were known has nothing to

do with Saul's vengeance on the priests. The paragraph would be sufficiently

introduced by ''''. The object of the author is evidently to show how the

priestly oracle came to be with David instead of with Saul.

6. And Saul heaj'd that David and his men were known~\ the

author does not tell us how they were made known, and Saul in

his speech betrays no knowledge of David's whereabouts. What

moves his wrath is that none of his officers has told him of Jona-

than's friendship for David, not that David has recruited a force

of men. These considerations justify us in making this clause a

redactional insertion.— SanI was sitting in Gibeah under the

Tamarisk~\ perhaps a well-known tree like the Palm under which

Deborah sat to administer justice, Jd. 4^. The locality is further

described as on the Bamah (according to (^) or sanctuary. Here

he sat in state with his spear in his hand'\ in place of a sceptre.

So the Argive kings and others (Sanctius cited by Schm.).

—

7, 8. Saul appeals to his courtiers : Hear, O Benjatnites ! The

son of Jesse also will give you fields and vineyards, and will make

you captains of thousands and captains of hundreds ! an ironical

exclamation. ' It appears that you expect to gain as much from

David who is of Judah, as you have already received from me who

am of your own clan !
' The absurdity of such an expectation is

manifest. Yet it is only on this ground that their behaviour can



206 I SAMUEL

be explained : For all of you have conspired against -me, and no

one tells me when my son enters into a bond with the son of Jesse,

and none of you has pity upon me and tells me that my son has

abetted my servant against me as an enemy, as you see to be the

case'\ a good statement of Saul's theory, only it is really an accu-

sation against Jonathan rather than against David.— 9. The part

of informer is taken by Doeg the Edomite who was standing by

the officers of Saul, though he was not one of the regular attend-

ants at court.— 10. After telling that he saw David come to Nob
he adds that Ahimelech asked Yahweh for him~\ as to the pros-

perity of his journey. The preceding narrative says nothing of

this, but the truth of the charge seems to be admitted by Ahime-

lech. He tells also of the provision given David, as well as of

the sword of Goliath, though the latter is thought to be a later

insertion.

6 D''rjNi] should be corrected to DiB'jNm on account of the following •\Z'H

(Kl., Bu.).— Sii'xn] evidently a tree of some kind. But as the word occurs

only three times, the species is uncertain. That this was a sacred tree is not

improbable. Kl. conjectures that the enigmatical 'dpovpa of (3 represents an

intentional substitution of n-ns ^/le cursed for the original name.— nci2]

might be on the height. But (5 has eV )3a;ua, which is the word for the village

sanctuary ox high place, cf. 9I'-.— 7. ''J^Di •'J3] the plural of ''J>di p as in Jd.

19I6.— aj] Num etiam dabit quem admodum ego feci? (Schm.) The second

do'7d'? must be an error. Read ddSdi with O^.— 8. Saul says substantially

the same thing twice over, unless we suppose the two counts to state progres-

sive degrees of guilt : Jonathan first enters into a close agreement with

David, and then stirs him up to enmity against Saul.— nSn] 710 one is sick for

me sounds strangely, and we shall doubtless read '7cn, cf. 23'^^; the emenda-

tion, suggested by Graetz,* is now generally adopted. — Dipn] is generally used

of Yahweh's raising up either helpers or enemies, cf. i K. ii^^. — aiN*^] is

rendered by (@ both here and v.^^ as though it were 3>n'7, which is probably

to be restored. 31n* would imply that David was lying in wait for Saul, which

even Saul's fancy could hardly find probable.— t\'\t\ DVa] implies that the

actual state of things was known to the courtiers.— 9. iDTNn] o Si'pos (@^.

—

h') 3Sj3 is to be interpreted like the similar phrase in v.''. Doeg, in any case,

could not be said to be placed over the servants of Satd for these anaj; were

the high (jfficials. (5 reads here 6 Kadeffr-qKwi ((5 KaOfcrTdfievos) inl Tas r}fxi6vovs.

The cjuestion comes whether we should have an explanation of Doeg's office

or of his presence at court. The latter seems to be more probable. The

author informs us that Doeg whose office would not naturally bring him to the

* According to Bu. Books of Samuel {HBOT.), but he gives no reference.
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council of state was standing by the officers of Saul. This makes it probable

that his office had been described before, and favours the originality of 21^.

'?y 1'il, it may be remarked, is nearly always used of literal standing.—
10. nini2 iS"'7Nk:'ii] by means of the sacred oracle. That the consultation of

the oracle was lawful to the king alone, is a conceit of the Jewish expositors.

— iS jnj 'n 'J 3"\n pni] is suspicious from the repetition of the words iS jnj.

It is therefore marked as secondary by Bu. in his text, and Co. agrees with him.

The verse is very short however without this clause, and the reference to the

sword in v.^^ protects at least so much here. Not impossibly the original had

only iS |nj 3ini misi.

11. Saul summoned Ahimelech and all his clan, the priests who
were in Nob, and they came.— 12, 13. At Saul's address, Ahime-

lech answers obediently : Here atn /, my Lord / Saul then makes

his accusation : IVhy have you conspired against me, thou and the

son of Jesse, in that thou gavest him bread and a sword and didst

ask God for him, that he might stand against me as an ene?fiy as

is now the case ? If Saul knew that it was the sword of Goliath,

he would pretty certainly put the statement into the accusation.

— 14. Ahimelech's answer is a defence of David : And who

among all thy servants is like David, trusted, and the king's son-

in-law, and chief over thy subjects, and honoia-ed in thy household?

The panegyric would be little calculated to quiet Saul's anger, but

it shows Ahimelech's honesty of intention.— 15. Precedent more-

over is on Ahimelech's side : Is this the first time I have asked

God for him ? The fact is not denied, but the intention of con-

spiracy

—

far be itfrom me ! In his consciousness of innocence,

he prays that no guilt may be laid to the charge of himself or his

father's house. That these were under suspicion is manifest from

their being summoned before the king.— 16. To Ahimelech's

protestation of ignorance and innocence Saul repMes only with a

sentence of death on him and his whole clan. ' De innocentia tua

tecum nolo disputare, volo autem ut morte moriaris ; haec mea

voluntas est pro ratione ' (Schm.).— 17. Saul commands the run-

ners standing about him'\ the body guard of the king ran before

his chariot. They also acted as executioners.— Tur?t about and

slay the priests of Yahweh'] we may picture the runners standing

near the king, the body of priests a little further back. In giving

the reason for his command, Saul accuses the priests of complicity

with David, giving no credence to the protest of Ahimelech : For
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their hand also was with David^ indicates that he has others in

mind as well as they— perhaps Jonathan only. The soldiers

refuse to carry out the command, owing to the sacred character

of the accused.— 18. Doeg was less scrupulous, and at the king's

command he turned and slew the priests~\ Jd. 8'^ 15'' 2 S. i^**. The

victims were eighty-five men who wore the lineti ephod~\ the char-

acteristic garment of the priest 2'^.— 19. The verse tells that

Saul put the city of the priests to the sword in language closely

similar to the ban pronounced upon Amalek, 15^. For this reason

it is supposed by some to be an interpolation, and in fact it could

easily be spared from the narrative. We have no further informa-

tion concerning the fate of Nob ; and there is no parallel to the

wiping out of an Israelite city by Israelites, except in the very

late account of the destruction of Benjamin, Jd. 20 and 21.

13. iSn] pSs Qre is doubtless correct.— Sin::'!] the infinitive absolute

continuing a finite verb, cf. Dav. Syntax, 88 «.— ''?n] another instance of

the confusion of 'r'N and '?>'. The latter alone is in place with Dip in the hos-

tile sense.— 31nS] must correspond with the word adopted in v."; read there-

fore 3''n'7. a lier-iii-wait does not stand against any one; he lurks for him.

— 14. jnjJCtt'D Sn -\Di] andivho turns aside to thine obedience makes no sense

in this connection, id is only another spelling for '\Z' as is indicated by apxt""

(5; PUWiTD is the abstract for the concrete

—

t/ie subjects of the king, Is. Ill*

2 S. 23-^ (where however the text is doubtful).— 15. inSnn aiTi] is somewhat

difficult. It is necessary to read as a question, and the interrogative has prob-

ably dropped off before r, unless we can suppose arnn to liecome Dvn for

euphony. But what does the priest mean by asking : Did I begin to-day to

ask? The only plausible explanation seems to be that he means: I fume been

accustomed to constdt the oracle for David on his other expeditions, ivith your

knoioledge and cottsent ; therefore you cannot charge me with it as a crime in

this instance.— S33] read SoDi, <BS:.— 17. ai] is lacking in (g.— UTvx] ijtn

Qre is doubtless correct.— 18. The name of the Edomite is here written y^•^

instead of jx^. In pronunciation the two were probably alike.— ia iiax Nir'j]

must mean wearing a linen ephod. (§ omits 13.* — 19. The similarity of the

language to 15^ is evident. Editorial insertions of this kind are not uncom-

mon, so that Bu. and Co. are probably right in making the verse to be of

that class.— 3-in •'3'^] at the end of the verse is lacking in (5 and superfluous.

* In addition to what was said above (on 2I8) about linen as the material of

priestly garments in Kgypt, it may be noted that in Babylon also the priests and

scribes wore linen clothing. This is pointed out by Gunkel, Arcliiv fur Religions-

wissenschaft, I. p. 297.
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20, 21. One son of Ahimelech escaped, whose name was Abia-

thar. His only refuge was with David, and to him he went, and

told him that Saui had slain the priests of Yah7veh~\ the commen-

tators suppose that Abiathar was left in charge of the Oracle, while

the other priests answered Saul's summons. There is nothing of

this in the text however, and it is rather surprising that the Oracle

is not mentioned in connexion with Abiathar here, and first comes

into view in 23*^.— 22. David is not surprised at the news: /
knew that day, because Doeg was there, that he would certainly

tell Saul. He therefore accuses himself as accessory : I am guilty

of the lives of thy clan.— 23. He encourages Abiathar to stay with

him and not fear
; for whoever seeks thy life must also seek viy life'\

restoring the probable order of the words.— For thou art a deposit

with me^ the article deposited with one for safekeeping was sacred,

and, as we know from an Arabic story, it was defended to the last

by the one to whom it was entrusted.

20, 21. The evident point of this narrative is to show how the priest came

to be with David instead of with Saul. But to the older view the priest was

nothing without the Ephod. There is reason to suspect therefore that the

original account of the slaughter of the priests inserted here the words : and
broiight the Ephod with hint. The scruples of the later writer omitted the ref-

erence to the Ephod, whereupon it was inserted in 23^. — "\ri'3x] on the name

cf. BDB. and reff.— 22. The somewhat awkward sentence must be rendered

as above. Omitting a-' with (S-'^^, we might also omit the second o and get

simply T'ji ijn jin •<o which would be smoother.— \^aD] must be corrected

to \-^3n with (§S Th. and most recent scholars (cf. Dr. Notes).— rijj'Sji] (g^

omits Sri, whereas (5^ inserts it before iT'D. — 23. "'CSJ and ^rsj have become

transposed in |^. What David should say for the encouragement of Abiathar

is not : he who seeks my life is also seekingyours, but : whoever seeks your life

mustfirst take mine.

XXIII. 1-29. Saul seeks David.— David delivers Keilah from

the Philistines. Saul purposes to besiege him there. David,

warned by the Oracle, leaves the city and dwells in the wilder-

ness. The natives inform Saul, who makes another effort to capt-

ure him. At the critical moment however Saul is called away by

a Philistine invasion. Between the two attempts, Jonathan visits

David and encourages him, and the two make a bond of friendship.

The original thread of the narrative has been disturbed by the
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intrusion of the scene with Jonathan, and there are some minor

fragments which seem to be interpolated.

1. The verse seems to connect well with 22^. There David

was in the stronghold of Adullam with four hundred men. Here

he begins to use his power for the relief of his own people when

oppressed by the Philistines. David is told : the Philistines are

fighting against Keilah~\ a town which is reckoned to Judah,

Jos. 15^, though David's men had a different notion. If the

identification with the present Kiia be correct, the place lay only

three miles south of Adullam.— And they are plundering the thresh-

ing-floors^ a favourite act of robbery in a freebooting society. The

treasure of the fellahin is easiest carried off at the time of thresh-

ing. Later it is apt to be hid in pits or stored in the strongholds.

— 2. David asked of the Oracle: Shall I go and smite these

Philistines ? The author does not deem it necessary here to

explain how the Oracle came to be with David, and this is an

argument against the originality of v.''', at least in the place in

which it now stands. The answer to the question is an affirma-

tive.— 3. David's men however object. In other cases we find

them not easy to control.— Behold we are afraid here in Jiida/i]

the distinction between Judah and the territory of Keilali is per-

plexing. Possibly Keilah was tributary to the Philistines, so that

David's men thought of it as Philistine territory. On the other

hand Keilah, like Carmel, may have been reckoned to Caleb or

one of the other clans not yet absorbed in Judah. Hotv tnuch

more if we go to Keilah against the army of the Philistines ! The

argument is a fortiori.— 4. Davi(i therefore repeats his inquiry

of the Oracle and receives a direct command and a promise :

Rise, go down to Keilah, for I give the Philistines into thy hand.

— 5. In accordance with the command, David and his men we?it

to Keilah and fought against the Philistines, a?id drove away their

cattle'] which they had brought in order to carry off the plundered

grain. (^^ inserts they fled before him before the last clause. In

any case, he delivered the inhabitants of Keilah.

6. The verse is obviously displaced. Designed as it is, to show

how David could consult Yahweh, it ought to come earlier. Or,

if the author supposed the former response to have been given in
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some other way than by the Ephod, then the proper place for this

verse is later, after v.^ The text has suffered in transmission, but

may be plausibly restored so as to give the following meaning :

And when Abiathar son of Ahimelech fled to David, he came down

io Keilah with the Ephod in his hand'\ Keilah was the place to

which he came down and he brought the Ephod,— these are data

supplementary to the account of the slaughter of the priests.

1. nSij'p] cf. Buhl, Geog. p. 193, who refers to the Tell-el-Amarna letters,

ZDPV. XIII. 142; Qwkxxn, Judee, III. 341 ff; GAS., Geog.^. 230.— 2. I'-.xn]

the direct question is put to the Oracle as in the cases already noted.

—

3. 'sn noV3~'^^'] is perhaps an expansion. The original form of (5 seems to

have read simply to Keilah of the Philistines (pointed out by We.). The fact

that .ni3^ya does not correctly describe a plundering expedition need not

weigh very heavily. David's men would naturally state the case strongly.—

4. jnj] the participle is used of the immediate future, as frequently. — 5. ru'jxi

Qre, is to be preferred. <Q^ makes the order this : he fought, they fled, he

slew, and drove off the cattle.— 6. The commentators all remark on the im-

possibility of no IT' iflN. The simplest explanation of it seems to be that

the first two words have been transposed. By inserting a i we get a fairly

good sense : itij iiijNi mi nSvp. This is the actual text of (g'^ and it calls

attention to the fact that the place at which Abiathar found David was

Keilah, and that the Ephod which is commanded a little later is the one from

Nob.

7. Saul on hearing of David's place of sojourn said to himself:

God has sold him into my hand, for he has entrapped himself in

coming into a city of doors and bars'\ the king with a superior

force would shut him in his cage as Sennacherib boasted after-

wards that he had done to Hezekiah.— 8. The royal summons
was sent out and the whole people mustered to besiege David and

his men.— 9. David on hearing of the muster of the militia knew

that it was against him'\ and not the Philistines as was ostensibly

given forth (we may suppose) that Saul was carving out an evil'\

and he therefore prepares to consult God.— 10. David recites

the occasion of his anxiety.— 11. The text of |^ is evidently in

disorder. The question at the opening of the verse receives no

answer and is repeated later. Omitting it, we get : Will Saul

come down as thy servant has heard? Yahweh, God of Israel, tell

thy servant ! To this question an affirmative answer is given.

—

12. The second question— Will the burghos of Keilah give me
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and my men into the hand of Saul ?— also receives an affirmative.

— 13. David and his men left Keilah, and wandered hither and

thither^ in consequence of which Saul abandoned his expedition.

The ingratitude of the men of Keilah is the subject of animad-

version by Schm., but the better part of valour is discretion, and

the town may not have been able to stand a siege. Whether it

owed allegiance to Saul however may well be doubted.— 14. The

verse reads like a summing up of the history, so far as relates to

this part of David's life. It may have concluded the account of

his wanderings in one of the documents : So David dwelt in the

Wilderness^ the Wilderness of Judah is meant, overhanging the

western shore of the Dead Sea.— And Saul sought him continu-

ally, but Yahweh did not give him into his hand. The allusion to

the Wilderness of Ziph is an intrusion.

7. iDj] gives no meaning proper to this context : Dens abalieiiavit vien-

tem ab eo (Schm., p. 773) is without parallel. STIL and the Jewish expositors

make the word mean to deliver over, but without support. @ has TTfirpaKev,

evidently reading noc, a verb often used of God's handing over his own into

the power of their enemies, Dt. 32^'' Jd. 2^* 3^ i S. 12^. It is safer to restore

this word, for which we have direct evidence, than to conjecture something

else. For i^p Bu. adduces the following ijd:, which however, as Dr. points

out, argues the other way. If iDr? were a good Hebrew word it would

exactly fit the place.— nnai dtiSi] the two gates locked by one great bar

across them. Probably small towns had but one entrance. — 8. j'dii'm] cf.

15'*.— -ni-*?] a few MSS. have -\\ih. But ^li• is the proper word for besieging

a fortress.— 9. i;"'ins] the verb occurs in the Qal, Prov. 3-^ 6''^, in the sense

of planning, as here. Saul was brewing evil is an English equivalent. Still

it is possible that the text is not sound.— 10. iv*^] for the direct object. Dr.

cites a few instances, but possibly T'jjn should be read.— 11. ni3 'p'J "'ji'-JD^n]

is in place in v.^- where we find it repeated. A part of it is lacking in (5 so

that the conjecture of We. is probable— that the whole was lacking in (5, but

that owing to another error of that text •'jlJD''n was inserted later. S omits

all but the one question : Will the Burghers ofKeilah deliver me and my men

into the hand of Saul? The reading of We. is adopted by Bu., who however

inserts nn;"i from (§. A scribe got the second question in the wrong place,

and left it there without erasure. From ni^ at the end of the verse ©i^ omits

to the last word of v.^'-; a clear case of homeoteleuton; the eye of the scribe

fell upon the second mni -ir:N''i instead of the first. (5^ has inserted the miss-

ing words though retaining the wrong reply to the first question. — 13. '•I'Z'i

niNDJ where (5 has about four hundred. It is difficult to decide between

them. (@ may have been conformed to the statement in 22-. — -(U'Na isSnn^i

lo'^'nn''] a genuine Semitic expression, cf. Koran Sj'" : "Then covered the
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Sidra tree that which covered it." — 14. fl•'t"^3^03 ina 2'.:'ii] is superfluous,

and in fact contradicts the immediately preceding clause. Without this, the

verse concludes an account of David's wandering. The clause originally stood

at the opening of the next adventure, v.i^.

15-18. Jonathan's visit. The verses are a distinct insertion.—
15. David feared because Saul had come out to seek hini] the

sentence can refer only to some particular expedition of Saul, and

therefore does not fit the immediately preceding statement which

affirms Saul's continuous persecution. No more does it belong

after v.^'', which tells that David escaped.— And David was then

in the wilderness of Ziph~\ the name still survives in Teli Ziph

(GAS. Geog. p. 306; Buhl, Geog. p. 163), south from Hebron.

Whether the Horesha of this passage is identical with Khoreisa,

as suggested by Conder, is not certain.— 16. Jonathan came to

Horesha and encouraged David in God'\ by assurances of the

divine protection.— 17. Not only should David be protected

from Saul, but he should also attain the kingdom, Jonathan con-

tenting himself with the second place.— 18. The covenant made
is parallel to the two already spoken of, i8'^ 20**.

15. The verse seems based on 26^. The author of the secondary account

took a hint from the second clause of that verse, and built upon it a further

instance of Jonathan's fidelity.— n"^'i] is intended (Ew., GVI^. III. p. 127,

E. Tr. III. p. 92). David's y^ar is the proper introduction to Jonathan's con-

solation. —• n:;nn3] other cases of the preposition with the He locale are cited

by Dr. In the following verse however ni;nn seems quite clearly to be a

proper name (so Kl., Bu., Ki.). Wooded heights do not exist in the Wilderness

of Judah and probably never did exist there. The identification with Khoreisa

seems to be adopted by GASmith and Buhl. Kl. supposes it to be the same

with the mn •\-;\ 22^.— 16. iT>-nN prnii] cf. Jer. 23^* Ezek. 1322 Job 4^.

—

17. nji'c':'] cf. 2 Chr. 28' Esth. lo^.

19-29. A narrow escape. — The Ziphites offer to conduct Saul

to David. Saul therefore comes with a large force and has David

and his men within his grasp. But at the critical moment he is

called away by an invasion of the Philistines. The story is a local

legend designed to explain the origin of the name given to one

of the rocks in the region.

19. The verse continues "" in its original form. The second

half, however, is superfluous, and restoring the connexion we
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should read : David dwelt in strongholds in the Wilderness of

Ziph, and the Ziphites caine to Saul and said : Is not David hid-

ing himself in our region in strongholds ? Had they given the

exact location, as now defined in the rest of the verse, it would

have been unnecessary for Saul to urge them to discover David's

hiding-place.— 20. And now according to thy heart's desire to

come down, O king, come do7vn ; and it shall be our part to deliver

him into the hand of the king'] possibly David's presence was bur-

densome, as it was felt to be by Nabal.— 21. Saul expresses his

gratitude because they have takeji cojnpassiofi on him.— 22. He
exhorts them : Give attention still, and know the place where his

foot rests ! The text cannot be called certain. According to ^,
a reason is added : For I am told he is very cunning.— 23. The

exhortation of the preceding verse is repeated in substance and

Saul concludes : Then I will go with you, and if he be in the land,

I will search him out a?)iong all the thousands ofJudah.— 24. The

Ziphites went in advance of Saul at a time when David and his

men were in the JVilderness of Maon] the place is mentioned

along with Carmel and Ziph in Jos. 15^', and still bears the name

Main. As the next verse tells that David on hearing of Saul's

incursion went and dzvelt in the Wilderness of Maon, there is

reason to suspect the integrity of the text. — In the Arabah to the

south of Jeshimon] is in fact sufficiently explicit.— 25. David

went down to the crag which is in the Wilderness of Maon. The

idea seems to be that he fled down the mountain side without

attempting a defence.— 26. Saul was in hot pursuit— David 7c>as

going in hasty flight from Saul, and Saul and his men were about

to fly upon David and his men, to seize hold of them] the providen-

tial interference came just at the right moment.— 27, 28. Saul is

called off by the news of a Philistine invasion, and the place

receives the name : Rock of Divisions.— 29. The verse forms

the transition to the following. Engcdi is a well-known oasis in

the wilderness of Judah, on the west shore of the Dead Sea.

19. As the verse stands it gives David's location tautologically : in strong-

holds, in Horesha, in the Hill of Hachila] but the indetinite strongholds is the

only word which fits the situation, and it, as well as Saul's reply, is contradicted

by the more exact locations which follow. These also seem inconsistent with

each other unless we suppose Horesha to be located on the Hill of Hachila,
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which is unnatural. We are obliged therefore to strike out as later insertion

all that follows nniC3. The last clause was put in under the influence of 26^

and n'y\n was inserted to reconcile this with the preceding. The location of

the Hill of Hachila here however is given as sotetk of the desert, whereas in

26^ it is apparently east of it; cf. v.'* (We.).— nS''Dnn] occurs only here and

in 26i-3(Glaser restores it by conjecture in 15'^ for nSiin) ; some copies have

nSon.— pi-'^n] is used of the Desert of Judah here and 26'' 3, cf. Num. 2120.

For a description cf. GAS., Geog. p. 313; also Robinson, B/?'^. I. p. 500 f.

—

20. niN"'?o'^] elsewhere pin '?j:]. Here we should expect h^D, For ij^i <B seems

to have read irSx connecting it with what precedes, ^:^hy^ would be the regu-

lar form to express what we need in this context.— 21. anSDn] confirms the

emendation made in 22^.— 22. irDi] supply aV, i Chr. 12^*. The ellipsis does

not occur elsewhere however, and perhaps we should read u^an, De Rossi,

with 6 MSS. Some editions prefix \— inii i;?ii] one of the two words is

superfluous, and <&^ has only lyii. The words D"' inxn ic are inappropriate;

Saul is not concerned with the particular man who shall discover David but

with the discovery only. Besides, we should at least emend ^a to ^ci. (3 has

iv Taxf e«€7, on the ground of which Th. following a hint of Ew. reads mncn
—

' where his fleeting foot may be.' But the adjective is uncalled for. Ki.

reads mnn as an adverb : knoiu quickly, but the order of the words renders

this impossible. What the sense requires is a participle defining the condition

of the subject — where his foot is staying. The original may have been nyijnjr,

cf. Is. 34I*, or |ji^nc, Ps. gi^. But there is reason to suspect that the corrup-

tion is deeper, and that Saul really said : spy out (I'^Ji) his resting-place cun-

ningly, because he is very sly. Something like this seems required by the

concluding part of the verse.— "iCN ^3] for one says is perfectly good Hebrew.

But it is surprising that Saul should give David's character by hearsay, so that

this part of the verse also seems to have suff"ered in transmission. @ reads

o5 e'iireTe (ejirare) connecting with what precedes: hasten 7vhere you say

(he is), adding lest he play you a trick.— 23. The verse is so nearly a repeti-

tion of the preceding, that Kl. takes it to be an insertion from a different

document. More probably it has been expanded by a scribe, (g^ omits

p^j'^^N . . . Soi:, and what remains gives a satisfactory sense.— j'oj"*?!*] prob-

ably we should read ^>' (as so often). They were to return resting on a cer-

tainty.— p>"d] identified by Robinson. The village lies not far south of

Carmel. In this place (!l^ has t?) iinqK6ai and Houbigant * conjectures there-

fore pyos'. But as the Ziphites were active in the matter, the Wilderness of

Maon is appropriate enough.— n3i>'3] must mean in the valley of the Dead

Sea. As the Jordan valley is called the Arabah, and the same valley extends

south of the Dead Sea, this makes no difficulty. On Jeshimon cf. Num. 212"

2328 and Dillmann's note. —25. Z'p^h] read irpaS with 611® (Th.).— acn]

is inappropriate. (S had nii'N which is evidently original (Th.). — 2Q. Sist]

add rrJX1 with (5.— Tflnj] cf. 2 K. j^^ Jit. David was putting himself into a

* Cf. Josephus, Ant. VI. 280 (Xiese, II. p. 54), iv tjj Sim'"»'os epj)/u.o).
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panic in getting away.— onij^'] which is used o{ protecting, Ps. 51^, seems

inappropriate here, so that the conjecture of Kl. who reads ca;? is acceptable.

— 28. It^d] on the Daghesh (Baer and Ginsb.) cf. Ges.-^ 22 s. — npSncn yVo]

the expositors are divided between the interpretations Rock of Divisions and

Rock of Escape. The latter would be more appropriate if pSn could mean
to escape ; but this seems not to be the case.— 29. The division of chapters

and verses differs in the different editions, and Baer begins the next chapter

with this verse— as do the majority of editions in circulation. Engedi still

bears the name Ain Jidi, Robinson, BR'^. I. p. 504, GAS. Geog. p. 269. For

the older authorities, Reland, Palaestina, p. 763.

XXIV. 1-22. David's magnanimity.— Saul comes into David's

power, but is spared and recognizes the generosity of his enemy.

The incident is similar to the one narrated in 26. In both cases

Saul is at the mercy of David, and in danger of being slain except

for David's restraint of his men. In both, David's motive is rev-

erence for the Anointed of Yahweh. In the second of the two

accounts, David makes no allusion to having spared Saul before,

and Saul is equally silent. We have reason to think, therefore,

that we have two versions of the same story. It is natural to sup-

pose that one belongs with each of the two documents which

make up the bulk of the narrative already considered. Almost the

only clue to the relation of one of these stories to the other is

that in this chapter Saul is brought into David's power, whereas in

26 David takes upon himself the danger of going into the enemy's

camp. The slight preponderance of probability seems to me to

be on the side of the latter representation (chapter 26) as more

original.

1. As remarked above, the editions vary in the division of chap-

ters. The only ones which agree with Ginsburg in making the

dividing line the space which indicates a Parasha, are the very cor-

rect edition printed at Mantua 1742, and those printed by Plantin.

I have followed this notation with the idea that Ginsburg's edition

is likely to be widely current.— 2, The force of three thousand

men whicli Saul took with him reminds us of the standing army

which he recruited at the beginning of his career, 13^. The Wild-

goat's Crags, on the face of which he sought David, are not yet

identified, but the ibex {bedn) is still found in the region.

—

3. The sheep foids to which Saul came were possibly caves with a

rough stone wall about the entrance, such as are still found in the
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Wilderness of Judah. Into one of these caves Saul went io relieve

himself, cf. Jd. y^, where the same euphemism is used as here.

This cave, however, was the one in which David and his men had

taken refuge. They would naturally be unseen by Saul as he came

in from the dayhght. We need not insist that the whole of David's

force was in the one cave.— 4-7. The narrative does not follow

the natural order, and is perhaps interpolated.— 4. David's men
remind him of a promise of God : This is the day of which Yah-

weh said : Behold Igive thine enemy into thy hand, and thou shall

do to him as thou pleasest. No such promise is recorded in the

preceding narrative. The author probably had in mind later pro-

phetic declarations. According to the present text, David, without

replying to his men, secretly approached the king, and cut off the

skirt of his mantle.— 5. The feeling that his action was an indig-

nity gave him a twinge of conscience.— 6. The verse continues

the conversation between David and his men with no reference to

the skirt.— 7. So David restrained his men'\ the exact verb

intended is doubtful, see the critical note.

2. a"i'7j;'n] cf. Buhl, Geog. p. 97 note. (5^ has ttjs Q-/]pas twv i\d(paii',

which possibly points to d''S;jm ms.— 3. IDnS] Ginsb. gives yonh as the

reading of the Massora. The phrase here used is found in only one other

passage, but the meaning seems clear. A call of nature is the only adequate

reason for the King's going alone and unattended into a cave, (g also

speaks euphemistically, but Aq. rendered airoKevwaai (Theod. Questioiies), and

Josephus describes Saul as 4TTeiy6ixevos inrh rwv Kara <pvaiv, with which com-

pare lit purgaret ventrem IL, and ni^Tis Tai'D^ ®. Only S (which makes Saul

sleep) breaks the consensus of the ancient authorities.— \'^dT'3] indicates

a cave with branching recesses.— 3''3r^] describes the position in which

David's men were at Saul's entrance— they were sitting down in the recesses

of the cave (Dr.).— 4-7. According to the received text the order is as fol-

lows: (i) David's men point out his opportunity; (2) David rises and cuts

off Saul's skirt; (3) he repents of it; (4) he then replies to his men; (5) he

restrains them from bloodshed. This is obviously an unnatural order, and Co.

and Bu. rearrange the clauses in the order ^^- ''• "*• ^^- ^- ''^. The narrative then

reads smoothly enough. But it is difficult to see how the dislocation took

place. It cannot be intentional, for there is no motive for it; the accidents

of transmission do not generally work in this way. It seems simpler to sup-

pose that the corruption has come in as so often by interpolation. The earlier

account made no mention of David's cutting off Saul's skirt. The fact that

Saul had been in David's power was sufficiently evident by their having been

in the cave together. A later writer wanted more tangible evidence and so
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introduced the incident of the skirt. Verse "^ joins directly to ^^ and what

is between has been inserted. Verse i^
is inserted by the same hand and is

as readily spared as <•'-*'.— 4. irvX Dvn] it would be grammatically correct to

translate : this is the day when Yahtveh says, in which case Yahweh speaks

by his providential delivery of Saul into David's hand, and there is no refer-

ence to a prediction made at an earlier time. But it is unnecessary to de-

scribe Yahweh as speaking by such a providence, and the following words

jnj •'3JN nj.-i are in the regular prophetic form. I have therefore supposed

such a reference here. The other view is defended by Dr., Notes, "jj^n Qre,

is correct.— 5. lJ3"nN] should have the article or be defined by a genitive.

Th. proposes to insert '?^;jcn. (g however reads t^s SiTrAoi'Sox avrov instead

of '71>XB''7 ^l^'^', and the latter is suspicious from its conformity to v.*. Restore

therefore h^^-a qjo pn,— 6. mniD "h nSiSn] so in 26" i K. 2\^.— 7. yDir'^i]

the verb means to rend or tear, Jd. 14^. Even if we suppose a figure of

speech, the action described by such a figure is too violent for the situation.

(5 Koi fTTei(Tfv may point to j;n'i'M as conjectured by Cappellus (Critica Sacra,

p. 330) ; it might also represent apv•'^ which would be appropriate here. Bu.

proposes >"JDM, citing 252''*' which are not strictly parallel.

8. The verse division should be made to include the last clause

of the preceding : And ivhen Saul rose fron the cave and went
on the 7-oad, David arose after him and 7ucnt ont. As Saul turned

at his call, David did the customary obeisance by prostration.—
9. David's expostulation assumes that Saul is under the influence

of evil advisers who slanderously say : David seeks thy hurt.—
10. In contrast to this is the present experience : To-dav thine

eyes see that Yahweh gave thee into my hand in the cave, but I
refused to kill thee'] and the refusal is motived by his relation to

Saul as his lord and as the Anointed of Yahweh. — 11. David

calls attention to the skirt as evidence ; / have not sinjicd against

thee though thou art aiming at my life, to take it] repayment of

evil with good. As already shown the verse must stand or fall

with *^'^.— 12. He leaves his cause in the hands of God, reiter-

ating his refusal to lay his hand upon Saul.— 13. The introduction

of such a proverb as we here find is particularly infelicitous, for it

intimates that the wickedness of Saul would be his destruction.

There is good ground therefore for suspecting the verse to be an

interpolation.— 14. The unworthiness of Satil's effort is seen in

the insignificance of the object. David compares himself to

a dead dog, cf. 2 S. 9*, or to a flea. — 15. A prayer for vindication

at the hands of Yahweh.
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8. p"nnN] should apparently be inns as read by <§^^, and we should

possibly omit S'SM with (3^. The reading of (3^ is considerably shorter than

either of the others— nal i^7]\0e Aav\8 iK tov <nrr]\aiov oiriaoo 'S.aovK K^ymv

omitting from one diriaw to the other.— 10. yyy ivxn] Saul's eyes had not

seen anything in the cave, but the appearance of David made clear what his

situation had been. We should retain the text therefore, instead of changing

to i'JV3 nsn with S-— iCNi] is irregular as pointed out by Th., We., Dr.

The emendation to jxdni suggested by We. on the ground of Kal ovk y]Qov\ridr)v

commends itself. Ki, adheres to |^ translating man sprac'i mir zu, but the

tense is wrong. IL reads "iDNI = and I thought to kill thee ; but it is scarcely

possible that David would confess an intention of this kind.— D,ini] evidently

requires ^y; to be expressed as is actually done by IL. On the ground of (§

however we may restore dhni (We.) ; the similarity of n and n in the old-

Hebrew alphabet is remarked upon by Ginsburg, Introd. p. 291.— 11. i^ni]

is curiously connected by ©^ with the preceding: he is the Anointed of

Yahweh and my father. ©'^ reads simply koX iSov rb irTepvyiov. The diffuse-

ness of this verse is an argument for its later insertion. ^Vhat David wished

to impress was sufficiently evident without so many words.— ms] only here

and Ex. 21^^. It there means to intend a thing.— 13. The proverb of the

ancients here introduced seems to mean that the destruction of the wicked will

come from themselves— 'his violence shall come down upon his own head.'

A reader might find this appropriate to Saul and insert it in the margin,

whence it came into the text. We can hardly suppose the original author,

who makes David show such deep respect for Saul, to put such an intimation

into David's mouth. — •'jaipnj should probably be plural— the following word

begins with c.— 1:1] should be 13 which form alone is appropriate to the

proverb. — 14. The exaggerated humility with which David here speaks

seems to me secondary, as compared with the vigorous language of 262'\

— 15. ^l^aav>^'\ in the meaning of freeing from one's enemies, as was done

by the liberators of Israel in the Book of Judges.

16. Saul, overcome with emotion, wept aloud in oriental fash-

ion.— 17. Saul confesses that David is more righteous, in that he

has repaid good for evil.— 18. The present example is conspicu-

ous proof: To-day thou hast done great good to me in that Yah-

weh shut me up into thy hand and thou didst not kill me'\ all

David's acts towards Saul had been good, but this was the greatest.

— 19. Such an act is almost unheard of

—

what man will find

his enemy and send him on a goodpath ? Saul therefore predicts :

Yahweh ivill reward thee good for the good deed 7vhich thou hast

done to me.— 20. Saul confesses his conviction that David is to

come to the kingdom.— 21. He therefore adjures David not to

cut off his seed after him ; and that thou wilt not destroy my name
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from my clati] the blotting out of one's name by the destruction

of his children was the gravest calamity, 2 S. 14^— 22. With

David's compliance the interview ended ; Saul went to his house

and David and his men went up to the stronghold.

16. in . . . isnm] is suspected by Bu. and is in fact doubtful. The same

words occur in 26^'' where they are in place and are followed by David's

answer.— 18. pni A7.] hpni QrL— mjni] the conjectural emendation of

Kl. to nSijni is accepted by Bu., Ki., and gives a much better sense : To-day

thou hast done the greatest thing which thou hast done to me in the way ofgood,

namely (">rN Pn) : Yahiueh delivered tne into thy hand, etc.— 19. in'?t:'i] is

usually assumed to be a question and Dr. compares Ezek. 15^''. It seems easier

however to emend with KL, reading ici instead of •'ji (cf 3L quis enitn'),

striking out ti'iN. Otherwise we must assume an anacoluthon : Wheti a man
finds his enemy and sends him on a good path— Yahweh tvill rervard thee.

The author in this case intended to say : Yahweh will reward him, but

changec. the construction.— ntn arn nnn] is possible, but the following clause

io difficult. We should probably read n;n aian nnn with Kl.— 20, 21. These

verses with the first three words of -'- are coloured by Bu. as a very late inser-

tion 'cf. i\S. p. 229). The idea of this author however that David was to

come to the kingdom might readily express itself by the mouth of Saul in

this way.

XXV. 1. This notice of the death of Samuel has no connexion

with what precedes or with what follows, but is duplicated in 28^

It may have followed immediately on \(^^-^ in a life of Samuel.

The history as thus reconstructed told of David's preservation by

the Spirit of Prophecy which fell upon Saul, and added that soon

after that experience Samuel died, so that David took refuge in

the Wilderness. Samuel was buried in his house, cf. i K. 2^

(perhaps also 2 K. 21^* originally). Though other specific state-

ments to this effect are not found, it is possible that burial in one's

house was not uncommon. The fact that the sepulchres of the

kings of Israel were in the palace (Ezek. 43'"'') would favour this

view. There is a statement to the effect that the alleged bones

of Samuel were transferred to Constantinople, a.d. 406.— The

wilderness of Paran to which David is said to have gone is the

extreme southern end of the Arabah. The historical improbability

of David's going so far into the wilderness is not a sufficient reason

for changing the text.

1. Schmid cites Serarius and Sanctius concerning the translation of Sam-

uel's bones to Constantinople. He himself of course rejects that which the
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credulous and superstitious accept. — pXB naic] known as the seat of Ish-

mael, Gen. 21-^ and one of the stations of the Wandering, Nu. lo'^ 12I6,

On the ground of Madv <3^ most editors are disposed to emend to pys here.

But the change to this from the other on the ground of the next verse is

more probable than the reverse.

XXV. 2-44. David and Nabal.— David takes the occasion of

a festival, to ask a contribution from a wealthy Calebite named

Nabal. His messengers are churlishly sent away empty, and David

in his wrath vows to destroy the man and his family. Nabal's wife

Abigail, on being informed of the way in which the messengers

have been treated, suspects that mischief is brewing. Hastily tak-

ing a generous present she rides to meet David whom she pacifies.

A few days later Nabal dies and David makes Abigail his wife.

The story presents a vivid picture of life in the land of Judah.

It seems to be drawn from the source from which in subsequent

chapters we have David's family history. The interest of the

author is not in David's method with the wealthy sheep owners,

but in the way he got a wife, and in the kind of wife he got. The

connexion with what goes before is not plain, but as there is no

trace in it of the persecution by Saul, we may suppose that it

once followed directly on 23", where the author disposes of Saul

(so far as his history is concerned) by remarking that he sought

David continually but that God did not deliver him into his hand.

The close of the narrative joins directly to 27^.

2-13. The provocation. — The situation is described : T/ier^

was a man in Maofi^ a locality already mentioned 23-'* ; whose

business ivas in Carf?iel'\ the only business which can be carried

on in the region is that of the shepherd. Carmel, still bearing

the name Kurmui, is directly south of Ziph. Nabal was wealthy

in flocks, and at this particular time he was engaged in shearing

his flocks at Carmel^ the sheep shearing was a festival, like the

harvest and the vintage. At such a time a large hospitality was

customary ; the Sheikhs of the Bedawin still count on the gener-

osity of the sheep masters (Robinson, BR-. I. p. 498).— 3. The

characters of the man and his wife are contrasted : The woman
7vas sensible and comely, but the man was rough and ill behaved~\

as is borne out by the story. By race he was a Calebite, of the
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clan which possessed Hebron and the surrounding country. Ap-

parently the clan still counted itself independent of Judah.

—

4, 5. David heard in the luildeniess— perhaps in Horesha, 23"

— and sent ten men with a demand for protection money. The

demand was entirely correct in form, bearing David's greeting

— ask him of his zuclfare in my name.— 6. The greeting is set

forth at large, though the introductory words are obscure.—
7. The basis of a claim is found in David's behaviour. He
had refused to exercise the right of the strongest : Thy shep-

herds were with us, and we did notjeer at theni\ that the soldiers

in such circumstances should refrain from provoking a conflict

by biting words was an extraordinary instance of self-control.—
And nothing of theirs was missing~\ scarcely less remarkable.—
8. David's messengers appeal to the testimony of Nabal's own

men, and to the fact that they have come on a feast day, and

ask a present/^r thy son David.— 9. The messengers deliver the

message in the name of David.— 10. Nabal's reply is an insult-

ing one : JVho is David? And who is the Son of Jesse ? Many
are the slaves in these days who break away, each from his master']

the justice of the taunt in relation to many of David's followers

gave it its sting.— 11. Sarcastic reply to the request: And I

must take my bread and my wine and my flesh, which I have shiin

for my shearers, and give it to men of ivhom I do not know whence

they are! The answer is sufficiently plain. — 12, 13. David's

messengers bring their report, and David prepares to avenge the

insult. Four hundred men are to go with him and two hundred

remained with the baggage] an arrangement made also at a later

time, 30^".

2. tr'iNi] we expect U'\v inM, and a case analogous to the text is difficult to

discover. nryD is used of the flocks and herds, the shepherd's wor^, as it is

used of the crops— the 7vorA of the farmer, Ex. 23!^. Similarly ri^-;D of the

shepherd's flock. Is. 40^".— Sdid] on the site, Robinson, B/?'-. I. p. 495 f , GAS.,

Geog. p. 306, Buhl, Geog. p. 163.— ':'nj] ofgreat ivealth, like Barzillai 2 S. \(f^.

— 3. '^^j] the word is not quite such a nickname as we think from the transla-

tion fool. It means reckless (cf. Is. 32''), and might be accepted as a compliment

by a man like Nabal.— Vij^n] (g tries to make the word more euphonious by

softening it to Abigaia.— 7\vf\ Is. K)"" 2 S. 3"^^. 12*^3 Kt. : ^1^0 Qrc. The

former is possibly an attempt to be witty

—

he was like or the name was like

(Kl.) his heart ; with an allusion to the well-known proverb ' as he thinketh in
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his heart.' The ^r,? is doubtless right. (S avOpwiros kvvik6s. On the clan

Caleb cf. Moore, Judges, p. 30.— 6. ^n^] is unintelligible. The punctuators

intend it to represent ins';' : io tuy bret/ireii. But Nabal alone is addressed, so

that we should at least make it a singular, io my brother. Even then the sen-

tence is awkward and there is reason to suspect corruption, especially as the

following 1 is superfluous. The versions seem to have had no different read-

ing. I suspect that no is a corruption of iV (or n^) and that in "'n'? we have

the in or clan, to which I would join the 1 from the next word, making cmcNi
vrh^ h : and you shall say to him and to his clan. The whole sept would be

gathered for the shearing. Houbigant suggests: nns" ^nN 1"? nj b.iisni. " R.

Sal. et R. Levi: sic fiat tibi post annum incoliimi. D. Kimchi : sic fiat tibi

per omnem vitam. El pro se citat Chaldaeiim. Magis placet Tremellius, qui

vertit post Luther : Et dicite ei, si incolumis est. Forte sic : Et dicetis sic :

Vivo (h. e. Deo vivo vitae nostrae Domino te commendo) : ut tu sit salvus."

Schm. p. 827. The embarrassment of the commentators is evident.— 7. n*^]

read N*?! with (SSTS- The i at the end of the preceding word is the occasion

of the error.— cij2'?Dn] on the pointing cf. Ges.^*' 53 A— 8. 3ia ar] else-

where of a festival, Esth. 8^^ and also in post-Biblical Hebrew. Cf. also

Di^vj Dn>'ic, Zech. 8'^. — iJ3] with loss of the f-', Ges.''^'^, 72^. — •\l2^^ T'loy'?]

(§ has only rw vlw ffou, which seems most appropriate. — 9. imn] most

naturally means and rested from their weariness. Undoubtedly a considerable

journey in the desert is presupposed, so that we may retain the reading. <@

reads opM and connects with the following, (§^' giving the right order : koI

oLv i-KT)^T)(Ti Na^ctA. Koi aftiKpidt]. From the character given to Nabal we might

expect some manifestation of anger, cf. 20^*, so that much may be said for this

reading.— 10. anay] the article is necessary and is found in (5.— Disispcn]

perhaps, as Kl. suggests, who play the robber.— 11. id^c] is scarcely possible.

Water was indeed a scarce commodity in the desert. But David hardly ex-

pected his men to bring it to him from Nabal. Read with (5 ^y^. Abigail

did in fact take wine as part of her present.

14-19. Abigail's prompt action. — She was informed by one

of the shepherd lads: David sent messengersfrom the Wilderness

to greet our master and he flew at them'\ with insulting words.

—

15, 16. The claim of David as to his forbearance towards Nabal

and his protection of the flocks is verified. His men had been

a 7vall to the flocks against marauders.— 17. The situation is

critical, for evil is determined upon our master~\ cf. 20^. All de-

pends upon Abigail, for it is impossible to approach Nabal : he is

sueh a son of Belial that one cannot speak to hint] the evil temper

of the man makes him a\ terror to his household.— 18. The hint

was sufficient and the prudent woman took from the abundant

stores provided for the shearers a substantial present for David.
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Besides bread and wine, there were five roasted sheep\ Gen. iS''- *,

fixie measures ofparched graiii] 17^", a hundred bunches of raisins

and tivo hundred cakes of figs'\ that the bunches of raisins were

counted is evident from 2 S. i6^ — 19. The present was sent on

before, as in the case of Jacob's meeting with Esau, to make a

favourable impression.

14. TiJ.")] had told while the messengers were returning to David.— "i;*j

an>'jnD nns] is redundant. (§ omits i>j. ((S^ has a double translation

of Dnpnc). The conjecture of Kl. adopted by Bu. is attractive (reading

D^yinc). — onj ^'p^\ means he fleiv tipon them as the bird of prey swoops

upon its victim. Whether this fits the context is doubtful, for the anger of

Nabal could scarcely be compared to the eagerness of a rapacious bird. All

endeavours to correct the text are however unsatisfactory; koX ele'/cAijci/ octt'

aitriov ® implies ann on. But Nabal had used insulting words as well as

in}-ned from them. S^T seem to render 3^3 iOpv, cf. Ps. 95^^ = and he was

disgusted at them. But it was Nabal's expression of his feeling (not the feeling

itself) that gave offence. Of the conjectures, perhaps the best is ana t3;'3M

= and he kicked at thetn, cf. 2-9 Dt. t,2^^ (Tanch. cited by Th.).— 15. MT^vr^i

mra] @ prefixes /fai and joins to the next verse. But the close of that verse

again gives a time determination, so that we must retain the reading of |^.—
17. ij"'J"(N"'?s] the preposition should evidently be '?;•.— ^2^D] the J2 of com-

parison : he is more 7vicked than that one can speak to him ; too wicked to speak

to.— 18. S^ji2N and mi-'y may show only the ease with which 1 and 1 are inter-

changed, but there is reason to suppose that both are remains of forms once

current, cf. Ges.^® 24^ 75 v.— u^ao'] according to Benzinger (^Archaeol. p. 183 f.)

the seah was about twelve litres. The name still survives among the Bedawin

though the size of the measure has shrunk, Doughty, II. p. 113. (§ seems to

have read ^//irt.f here.— n.xs ] /col y6^op eV (g. We might expect raisins to

be measured rather than counted, but the reading of |^ is protected by 2 S. 16^.

We. conjectures that the translators read n:;'ci here and rendered wa! y6fj.ov

which is found in one codex (HP 236).— 19. '^aj] lacking in (5^, should

probably be stricken out.

20, There was no time to spare : She was ridifig on the ass,

and coming down the side of a hill while David and his men were

coming down towai'ds her, and she met them'] came upon them

unexpectedly is the natural interpretation.— 21. Before the meet-

ing David had said : Onlyfor nought did I guard all that belongs

to this fellow in the Wilderness, so that nothing of his was missing.

— 22. As the text stands we read : God do so to the enemies of

David and more also ! But, as was already seen by Kimchi, it

should be God do so to David! A scribe could not think of
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David as forswearing himself, and so inserted a word which makes

the imprecation mean just the opposite of what the original narra-

tor said. A Lapide thinks that David used the language more

vulgi, as if most men hesitate to utter imprecations on themselves.

This however is not the case, and the parallel which he urges

(Dan. 4^'^) does not hold. The oath was to the effect that David

would not leave alive of Nabal's household a single male— the

not very refined description is used also in i K. 14^** 16^^ 21-^

2 K. 9^— 23. At the meeting, Abigail alighted hastily in order

to show respect, cf. Jd. i^\ and fell upon her face before David~\

the customary obeisance to a superior.— 24. Ajid she fell at his

feet and shid: Upon me be the giiilf] 2 S. 14^. In dissuading

David from carrying out his oath, she would take the responsi-

bility. vSo Rebecca assumes the curse which Jacob anticipates,

Gen. 2 f"\ — Let thy maid speak in thitie ears^ her humility is in

strong contrast with the arrogance of Nabal.— 25. Let not my
Lord give any attention to that good-for-nothing man! The reason

is that his depravity has, in a sense, deprived him of judgment

:

His name is Reckless, and ircklessness dwells with hini\ as his con-

stant companion. We might paraphrase :
" His name is Brutus

and he is a brutey This is all that can be said— for herself

she can plead ignorance of David's embassy. — 26. If the verse

belongs here it is a prediction that David's enemies shall become
like Nabal— equally foolhardy we may suppose— and so run into

destruction.— 27. She prays that her present may be given to

the young men who accompany David.— 28. She asks David's

indulgence, on the ground that his future success is assured, since

he fights the wars of Yahweh. The argument is that the suc-

cessful man can afford to be magnanimous. The secure house

promised to David is his dynasty.— 29. And should a man rise

up to pursue thee and to seek thy life, then shall the life of my
Lord be bound in the bundle of the living, in the care of Yahweh
thy God~\ the precious things are not left loose to be lost or

destroyed, but are carefully wrapped up and kept together, usu-

ally in the inner compartment, under the eye of the careful

housewife. The reader will recall the ten pieces of silver of

the Gospel parable. The idea is the same expressed later in

the declaration that the righteous are written in the book of the
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living, that is among those destined by God to long life. The

exact contrast is in the second half-verse : But the life of thine

enemies he shall cast away with a sling] a modern Jewish im-

precation is : may his life be bound in a bag fill of holes, and

thus quickly lost. The older commentators found in the two

expressions allusions to the future state of the righteous and the

wicked. But it is misleading to translate ncphcsh by the word

soul with our definition of that word. Abigail's view evidently

does not reach beyond the present life.— 30, 31. The declara-

tion which follows is to the effect that David will be happier in

future days, if he now restrains himself from taking vengeance on

Nabal : When Yahiveh shall have done what he has ptvmised . . .

then thou wilt not have this as a qualm and as a reproach of heart,

that thou hast shed blood for nought, and that thine own hand has

delivered thee] instead of waiting for the deliverance promised by

God. When that time comes, he will remember Abigail with

gratitude for her present action.— 32-34. David's reply is a full

recognition of the providential nature of her mission, as well as a

tribute to her discretion. By her action she has kept him back

from walking into blood-guiltiness. Had she not acted, the

extermination of Nabal's house would have been complete.

20. nim] has arisen erroneously from the following Nin. The tense is

wrong as well as the gender. Read simply Nini (Bu.).— -iroa] in the shade

of the mountain does not seem satisfactory. i£2D3 2E gives a good meaning—
on the side— but we have no other trace of a Hebrew word nPD in this sense.

2L has ad radices mantis.— 21. in] in the restrictive sense: only to he de-

ceived have I done this.— niV] is used contemptuously as elsewhere. —
22. nn '^•'n'^] makes the whole imprecation nonsense. Kimchi says it is

a euphemism for ^n'^. Clericus, following Abarbanel, makes the meaning to

be: may God give David'' s enetnies the wealth of Nabal, but this is quite con-

trary to the uniform sense of chSn na';?'' n^. There seems to be no doubt that

the alteration was made to save David from false swearing, or possibly to

save the reader from imprecating a saint. — "i^pa yTiC'c] has been much dis-

cussed. The question is whether David means that he will not leave alive

a single male, or that he will not leave alive even a dog. The latter is favoured

by Isaaki, Kimchi, and A Lapide, as it was earher by Procopius of Gaza, and

it is adopted by Schm. But it would hardly occur to an oriental to extermi-

nate the dogs about his enemy's village, however natural it may be for a

Roman emperor to threaten the dogs of a besieged city (as was done by

Aurelian in a case cited by Clericus from Bochart). The other interpretation
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which makes the words describe eveiy male of the threatened family seems to

agree with the passages where the phrase occurs, in all w-hich it is accom-

panied by words which apply to men and not to animals. Objections which

have been based upon oriental customs seem not to have a basis in fact. The

Targum in translating yiD ^-\> seems to understand all 7vho have reached years

of discretion, while some expositors have taken the phrase in the opposite

sense oiyoung boys, others interpreting of the lowest slaves. The question is

discussed at length by Bochart, Hierozoicon, I. II. 55.— 23. nij3-V;j nn ^an'?]

the phrase has been confused by a scribe; restore n>DN-S>' "\ ija"? (We.).

—

24. Vsni] is lacking in (5^ which makes the clause begin with the preceding

innirm : and she prostrated herself on the ground at his feet. Repeated pros-

trations are in order however, and I have retained |^ (Kl., Bu. read with (5

:

yhy\ ^'} ^nx innarii).— ''JN"i3] emphatic repetition of the pronoun, Davidson,

Syntax, § I.— ]iyn] at the first blush it seems as if Abigail means to assume

Nabal's guilt. But the parallels, 2 S. 14^ Gen. 271^, show that the blame

which might fall upon the person addressed is assumed by the speaker, as

the Arab still says : may I be thy ransom ! — -\3^^1] the conjunction is omit-

ted by (§S3L, and the construction is quite as good without it. S omits the

last three words of this verse and the opening words of the next, reading

only : let thy maid speak in thine ears concerning this man Nabal. As it is

difficult to see why a translator should thus shorten the text, it is possible that

we have here the earlier form of the sentence.— 25. '^y'''?3n] lacking in S.

—

Sy'^jn •V''i(\ 2 S. iG, cf. 20I.— '^3j"'?y] lacking in (5^, is more likely to be

inserted than to be omitted by a scribe. — 26. The verse does not fit in the

context and is not clear in itself. It contains an oath of Abigail's, but to what

does she swear? The most natural connexion would be with what precedes :

Thy sei'vant did not knoza . . . by the life of Yahiveh I The strong assurance

that Yahweh had kept David back from bloodshed might perhaps be in place,

though the same theme is treated again in v.^i where it is more appropriate.

But even then the concluding part of the verse is enigmatic. Nabal was not

yet dead or stricken in any way. The wish that David's enemies should

become like Nabal is entirely premature. Besides this, the use of T.i'N instead

of '•3 is awkward and probably points to interpolation. I suspect the original

form of the sentence to have been: S^jd rn'' . . . a^Dia ni3D ^yJn itt'N rwr\> >r\

ui "i^a''N. This was inserted in the text by a scribe who did not find Abigail's

language vigorous enough, and was itself interpolated by the insertion of the

current "ju'dj tii which required the second nin\— 27. T\-y\'2 in the same sense

Gen. 33^^ Jd. i^^ i S. 30^^.— N^an] read nx-i^n.— 28. The expressions put

into Abigail's mouth are the evident sentiments of one who knew David's

later career. It is not improbable that this extended speech is expanded from

a simpler form. — pxj ri^] 2^ 2 S. 7^^ i K. ii^^ (all late passages).— mcnSn

nin^] iSi''.— i^G-'?:] cf. i K. i^ Job 27^. — 29. p''i] read api— hypothetical

(cf. Dr. Notes).— nin> ns] the bundle is thought of as containing the pre-

cious things which the master of the house keeps in his immediate care—
with him.— 3;Vpn r|3 ^1n3] we should expect the 3 of comparison and then p.
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Still it is possible that the sling is thought of as the means of casting away—
cast away tisiug the holder of the sling, or sling away with a sling.— 30. 11X1

T'jj'?] 13I*.— 31. npifl'^] the general intent of the passage is clear, though

this word occurs only here. Either l*? or "'JIn'? is superfluous, and one must

be stricken out.— ^a•.:•'?1] read -\Sih with @ and five Heb. MSS.— ya'in'?!]

add T' with (5. That one's own hand should save him, is a standing phrase,

Jd. 7-.— 34. \~ixapi] a mongrel form, having both the preformative of the

imperfect, and the ending of the perfect, cf. Ges.^s 76//, Nestle in ZATW.
XIV. p. 319. The latter author supposes the form intended to give the reader

his choice of two forms; Dr. suggests that it has been influenced by the

following iri><np^, which seems to me more probable.— 35. "j^jd NiT'Ni] the

phrase is used in a bad sense, to describe the perversion of justice by favourit-

ism. It seems to mean to give any one pleasure by granting his request, and

so to ?nake the downcast face look zip.

36-44. The outcome.— Not long after this, Nabal is smitten by

an act of God, and Abigail becomes David's wife.— 36. Abigail

comes home and finds her husband in no condition to receive an

important communication— He had a banquet like a king''s and

NabaPs heart was merry within him, and lie tvas excessively

drunken'\ the effect is heightened by the contrast between his

hilarity and the danger from which he had just escaped, and also

by the contrast between the present revelling and the coming blow.

— 37. In the morning, when he had somewhat recovered from

his debauch, the news was told him.— At the shock his heart died

within him and he became stone'] a stroke of paralysis is the natural

explanation.— 38. Ten days later, Yahweh smote Nabal with a

second stroke which was fatal.— 39. David recognizes that God
has intervened : Blessed is Yalnveh who has pleaded the case of

mv insult received at the hand of Nabal] a quarrel between men

of the same blood should be referred to an arbitrator. One ele-

ment of David's rejoicing is that Yahweh has so prompdy assumed

this office, the other is that he has kept back his servantfrom evil]

that is, from violating customary law by shedding Israelitic blood.

— 40. David woos Abigail. Marriage of a widowed person soon

after bereavement is still common in the East. — 41. She is will-

ing to be the lowliest of his servants— a maid to wash the feet of

his slaves. — 43. The account of Abigail is finished, but the

author adds further information concerning David's family. First,

David took Ahinoam ofJezreel, not the northern city of the name.
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but one in Judah.— 44. In the second place, Michal, his first

wife, had been given to Paid ben Laish, of Gallim. Saul re-

garded David's flight as a desertion of his wife, which brought her

back under her father's power.

37. Instead of saying when the wine had gone from N'abal, <S renders

when Nabal had recovered from the wine.— 38. a^D^n] should perhaps be

D-'D'', though the writer may have in mind the ten days (which actually elapsed

in this case) as a known period.— 39. Saj niD] is connected with 31 by

Driver. The other construction Vaj 1>D inijin (preferred by Dr. Weir) seems

to me more vigorous.— irxia nin^ aieri] as in the case of Abimelech, Jd. 9^,

— Su''3X3 i2i>i] seems to be parallel to Cant. 8^. In the latter however it

evidently means to speak to a maiden's guardian for her hand. Abigail

seems to have had the disposal of her own person.— 42. naSnn] the first n

has arisen by erroneous duplication. She and the ten maids who followed her

did not ride— she rode and they ivalked by her side.— 43. Ahinoam was

also the name of Saul's wife, 14^^.

—

'7Nj;"it''C] a Jezreel in Judah is men-

tioned Jos. \^^ in the same group with Maon, Carmel, and Ziph.— 44. There

is no intimation that Saul was guilty of aggression in resuming the right to

give his daughter to another husband.— 't3'7£3] is '7N''t3'7fl in 2 S. 3!^.— vh~\

in 2 S. iriS, is rendered 'A/x6is in (g^ and lais in (S^^.— ai'7JD] the only Gal-

lim mentioned elsewhere, Is. lo-^'', is evidently in Benjamin. (5^ has 'Poyu^ta

and (gL Yo\ia.Q.

XXVI. Saul in David's power.— Saul, at the suggestion of the

Ziphites, again seeks David. When he is in the immediate neigh-

bourhood, David goes into the camp at night. The whole army is

overcome by deep sleep, but he refuses to allow his companion,

Abishai, to slay Saul. To show what the situation has been, he

carries away the king's spear and cruse of water. Arrived safely

at a distance from the camp, he calls to Abner and reproaches

him with neglect of duty. Saul recognizes David's voice and at

David's expostulation confesses his wrong, after which each goes

his way.

The section is obviously parallel to 24. And as there is here no

reference to David's repeated acts of magnanimity, there is reason

to think that both accounts go back to the same original. With

this agrees the fact that the Ziphites are active in both. We have

no hesitation, therefore, in assuming that one of them stood in

one of the two histories of the period, the other in the other.

Budde assigns this to E, the other (chap. 24) to J. Of the two,



230 .1 SAMUEL

the present one seems to me to be nearer the event, and therefore

to belong to the older of the two documents. The nearest his-

torical parallel is Gideon's visit to the camp of the Midianites,

Jd. 7^^^, which is assigned by competent authorities to J.

XXVI. The identification of the narrative with E seems in this instance

especially precarious. Budde {/?S. 228) gives only the following marks

:

D''?J-io which he does not allow to be a mark of E in 2 S. 15^'^; Sj;;s which

occurs in this sense only once— ly''^"; niiyNiD 19^^ but also i K. 19^, which

can hardly be attributed to E; David's standing on the top of the mountain

like Jotham, Jd. 9'^, in a section whose authorship is doubtful— to say noth-

ing of the fact that so commonplace a phrase can hardly weigh much in an

argument; annx d^hSn, which is also common in D; iS j;nn which occurs in

J, Gen. 43^ Ex. 5-^-; and, finally, Saul's confession, which can scarcely be called

characteristic. The combined force of these indicia cannot be very great.

They would probably be outweighed by the single word nmin which is char-

acteristic of J, Gen. 2-1 15I2. Cf. also niD ^ja v.^^, found in 20^1 2 S. 12^ neither

one of which is E.

1. The Ziphites bring Saul knowledge of David's whereabouts :

Is 7iot David hiding himself on the hill of Hachilah on the face of

the Desert^ the eastern front of the Desert, where it breaks down

towards the Dead Sea is probably intended. The same locality is

mentioned 2^'^ in our present text. — 2. Saul's force here con-

sists of thire thousand men as in 24".— 3, 4. On discovering that

an invasion was on foot, David sent out spies, and knew that

Saul had come to'\ some particular spot whose name is now lost.

— 5. He was able to make out the place where Saul was lying

with the people camping about him.— 6. David asks his two

companions : Who will go down with ??ie to Saul, to the camp .?]

Abishai his nephew volunteers.— 7. When they came into the

camp, Saul was lying asleep in the . . . ajid his spear was struck

into the earth at his head. The lance standing upright is still the

sign of the Sheikh's quarters among the Arabs. Doughty, I. p. 22 1

.

WRSmith, Kinship, p. 271.— 8. Abishai wishes to avail himself

of the opportunity : Let me smite him with his spear into the

earth'] meaning to strike the spear through him into the earth.

There may be a designed reminiscence of Saul's purpose to pin

David to the wall, 18" 19^". One blow would be all that was

needed.— 9. David forbids him: For who can lay his hand on

the Anointed of Yahweh and be innocent?] the reverence for the
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king is the same as in 24*^
; there more pronounced if anything.

— 10. David's intention is to leave Saul in the hand of God—
either Yahiaeh shall smite hitti'] by a direct stroke, as in the case

of Nabal, or his day shall come and he shall die'\ in accordance

with a decree already fixed, or he shall go down into battle and
meet his end. In any case, David refuses to take the matter into

his own hand.— 11. Repeating his refusal, he directs Abishai to

take the spear and the jug of water.— 12. With these trophies,

David and his lieutenant went their way, and no one saw, and no

one knetv, and no one awoke, for all of them 7vere asleep, for a

deep sleep from Yahweh hadfallen upon them~\ like Adam's uncon-

sciousness, Gen. 2-\

1. On reviewing 23^^ and its relation to the present verse it seenis to me
not unlikely that the two were originally identical. That is : this account was

originally in direct sequence to 23^^, and has now been displaced by the

fuller (double) story contained in 23^''-24-''.— nSon] a number of Heb. MSS.

have n'?'':3n, and S seems to have read nSiin.— 4. psj"'?^] the name of a

place is expected, as was already evident to Schm. who translates ad certum

{locum). <S^^ has e/c KeeiAct, (§^ ds leKeAdy, neither of which will do. Pos-

sibly we should read inoj Sn— /o the point just in front of him.— 5. (@^B

omits the clause Sins' . . . N-ci by homeoteleuton.— Sj^d] occurs also 17-'^,

but what is meant is unknown. (@ has here Xa/xwrivr], a covered chariot. It is

perhaps no objection to this that it would not fit 172". But the fact that

Abishai wants to pin the king to the ground shows that he was not sleeping

in a chariot or on a couch. inaoD Kt. : rraoD Qre both here and in v.'^.

— 6. jyi] TDsi^id anstvers his own thought.— iSdipn] one of the numerous

foreigners who joined David's force— a Hittite like Uriah. On the Hittites

cf. Moore on Jd. 3^.— '•.:"'3n] from the analogy of other proper names, the

second member of the word should be the name of a god. — n-'ni'] the sister

of David, according to i Chr. 2^^. If this be correct, we can account for the

designation of her sons by her name (rather than that of their father) only by

supposing that their father was a foreigner, and the marriage was one of those

in which the wife remained in her own clan and the children were counted to

that clan, cf. 2 S. 17^5.— 8. t^ix Qre is to be preferred.— TiNai nijna] as

pointed out by Krenkel {ZATW. II. p. 310) we should read inN3 n^jna for

the fact that Saul's own spear was to be used is important. The conjunction

is not read by (§1L, while ^ renders fixj -\'£>h nrn n-ijn.— 9. rh'i? ic] should be

followed by the reverse tense, not by npji as here. A > seems to have fallen

out after ^D (cf. Dr., Azotes)— this is favoured by (g.— 10. dn ^d] cannot be

the adversative particle, nor can it introduce the substance of the oath after

nini in for it would give a meaning the reverse of what David intends. The
ij therefore must introduce the substance of the oath, which is stated in three
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possibilities, of which cn indicates the first, the others following with in.—
12. \-it:'N-ic] as suggested by We., a c has probably fallen out before this

word, the preceding word ending with the same letter. The unusual termi-

nation is probably a corruption of the suffix— read irt:'.s-i::n striking out ^inj-.

The received text seems to be defended in Ges.-'' 87 s.

13. David 7ve/i^ across and stood upon the top of a mountain

far azva\\ the power of the orientals to make their voices heard

at a long distance has often been remarked by travellers.

—

14. David calls Abner, making the greater impression upon Saul

by not directly addressing him. The reading of (©^ for Abner's

answer is, therefore, to be preferred : Who art thou that callest?

David had not called the king at all.— 15. Having got Abner's

attention, David reads him a'lesson : Art not thou a man ? And
who is like thee in Israel? Why then hast thou not kept guard

over thy Lord the king? For there came one of the people to

destroy the king, thy Lord! The sarcastic questions put the state

of the case with startling vividness.— 16. Pronouncing them

deserving of death for their neglect, he calls attention to the fact

that the king's spear and water vessel are missing. This is evi-

dence enough of the truth of what he is saying.— 17. Saul recog-

nizes David's voice, and the recollections called up by the sound

are expressed in his words : Is this thy voice, my son David?

Evidently the old affection has been touched.— 18. Having got

a hearing, David expostulates freely : Why is it that my Lord is

pursuing his sei'vant? The further questions are in reality asser-

tions of his innocence.— 19. Discussion of the cause of the king's

enmity follows. David can account for it only on the theory that

external influences have wrought upon the mind of the king.

These may be human or superhuman. On the one hand : If

Yalnveh has instigated thee against me'] as he afterwards instigated

David against Israel, 2 S. 24^ The wrath of Yahweh against

David is conceived of as the cause of Saul's action. The theolo-

gians are compelled to explain Yahweh's causation as permissive,

Satan being the real instigator, as in i Chr. 21'. Let him inhale

an offering'] the sacrifice ascending in smoke was appropriated by

the deity through the sense of smell. Thus when angry he was

placated, as in the time of Noah, Gen. 8-'
(J.). But if they be

men, cursed be they before YaJnueh] the imprecation will fall upon
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them and punish them. For they have now driven mefrom union

with the inheritance , of Yahiveh, saying: Go serve other gods

!

The inheritance of Yahweh is the territory of Israel. Yahvveh can

be served only in his own land. The exile is compelled to serve

the gods of the land in which he sojourns, Jer. 5'^— 20. David

prays that his blood may not be shed away from the presence of

Yahweh'\ where it would not be avenged, for Yahweh is the

avenger of wrong done to his servants. The reason for the

prayer is that he is helpless against the superior might of Saul

:

For the king of Israel is come out to seek my life, as the eagle hunts

the partridge 071 the mountains']. This emended reading gives a

sense more in accord with the context than the traditional |^.—
21. Saul confesses his wrong and invites David to return. I have

done foolishly and have erred exceedingly,— 22. David does not

notice the invitation, but only says: Behold the spear, O king!

Let one of the young meii come over and take it. — 23, 24. Final

repetition of the prayer : May Yahweh reward each one's right-

eousness and fidelity] in such a way that David's life may be

treated as generously as he had treated Saul's life. — 25. Saul

prophesies David's success in general terms. There is no distinct

allusion to the kingdom like the one in 24"^.

13. '\r\r\~\ the particular mountain which was adapted for his purpose.

—

14. "i?nn"?!< DNlp] 6 KoXiav (S^ : o Ka\(i>v ne ; ris eJ, ffv; (3^. The shorter

form is to be preferred. It was supplemented by a scribe who realized that

the calling to Abner would affect Saul : t/ui clamas et inquietas rege?n IL.—
15. Sn niDB'] we should read h^^ as in the next verse.— 16. niD">j3] cf. 20^1

2 S. 12^— nnox"nNi] is corrected by Bu. to nnas ixi. But it seems not un-

likely that the governing force of the first in was in the writer's mind so that

he could use the accusative particle, Davidson, Syntax, 72, Rem. 4.

—

17. ^'^ip] ^qvK6s aou (5*^B. "The more courtly is less original" (We.).

— 19. nonDnn] the verb is rare, but there seems to be no doubt as to the

meaning, cf. the Niphal in Is. 14I.— 20. inx ir;;i£3] is the same phrase used

in 24'S. There it is in place after the question (7//er wkofii, etc. But here the

thought is not the insignificance of David, but his helplessness. (g'^B reads

•.t'flj, which is also favoured by .nx, which is ungrammatical in the present text.

— irND] the conjecture of Kl. who reads la'jj has everything in its favour.

Only thus is the comparison fully expressed.— Nipn] the partridge is named
from its loud clear note.*— 22. n-'jnn A7.] the Qre demands rr'jn, making

* Readers of Ginsburg's text will be puzzled by the word nCNS near the opening
of v.^*^. It is a purely clerical error, the copyist having duplicated the word just
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jScn the genitive. But the Ktib may be retained, making •^•ct\ the vocative

— 23. Ti^] is doubtless to be corrected to nio with the versions.

1 Samuel XXVII.-2 Samuel I. David as Vassal of the Phil-

istines.

XXVII. l.-XXVIII. 2. David enters the service of Achish,

King of Gath.— Despairing of safety in the way in which he has

been hving, David resorts to Achish and is received by him.

Finding life in the capital not to his taste, he begs a town for

himself, which he may hold as an outpost of the kingdom. He
receives Ziklag, and when settled there carries on constant warfare

with the Bedawin. By representing that his raids are carried on

against the Judahite clans, he gives his chief the impression that

he has entirely estranged himself from his people. The confi-

dence of the king is thereby so strengthened that when the Philis-

tines muster their forces for an invasion of Israel, Achish summons
David to follow and makes him the guardian of his person.

The paragraph evidently knows nothing of David's having once

attempted to join the court of Gath, 21"'^®. It is remarkable for

its silence concerning the oracle and the warning given to David

to remain in the land of Judah, 22'. It presupposes the marriage

with Abigail, unless the mention of her in v.^ be an interpolation.

It does not seem directly to continue 26, for David's experience

there related was calculated to encourage rather than to discourage

him. The only part of the preceding narrative which would natu-

rally lead up to this is 23^^"^, where David is nearly captured by

Saul and escapes only because Saul is called away by an invasion

of the Philistines.

1. David said to himself: Now I shall be destroyed some day

by the hand of Saul ; the only good thing is that I should escape to

the land of the Philistines. There, of course, he would be out of

his enemy's reach ; Saul would therefore despair of him and not

seek him further. Schm. finds this move of David's a result of

carnal lack of faith.— 2. He therefore went with his band to

above in the next line, instead of giving nxTN which belongs here. The new and

ostensibly most correct edition of the text has thus added a serious blunder to the

list already known to us — and this in spite of the modern advantages of proof-

reading.
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Achish ben Maoch, king of Gaih'] the accession of such a band

would be welcome to a ruler whose territory was open to inroads

from the Bedawin. We may readily suppose that David did not

take this step without previous negotiations.— 3. At first they

resided in Gath itself, each with his house'] the band was already

becoming a clan. The number of people thus brought to Gath

might be inconvenient to the king.— 5. David represents to

Achish the desirability of his having another residence in one of the

towns of the open country] he might readily plead the advantage

of such a situation in guarding the frontier. His own interest was,

no doubt, to prevent amalgamation of his men with the Phihs-

tines. His language conveys the impression that it was too high

an honour to dwell in the immediate vicinity of the king.— 6. Zik-

lag is mentioned among the towns of Judah, Jos. 15'^^ and again

in the list of Simeon, Jos. 19^ The indications are not sufficiently

definite to enable us to identify the site. The second half of the

verse tells us that Zikhig has belonged to the kings ofJudah until

this day. As we have no other instance of the phrase kirjgs of

Judah in the Books of Samuel, we may regard this sentence as an

interpolation. It implies that Ziklag would naturally belong to

the northern kingdom (as Beersheba did), but was kept by the

family of David, whose title dated from the donation of Achish.

— 7. The time of David's sojourn 'v?> four inonths according to

(§, a year and four months according to ^. Both seem too

short according to Achish's own statement, 29^.

The section ^^" (according to We. ''^-)
is in contradiction with

the preceding, in that Gath is its scene. It is therefore thought

by some to be an interpolation. On the other hand, the verses ^^

may be the interpolation. Their excision leaves the narrative

free from difficulty. But they are the necessary preparation for

30, so that we must suppose them a part of the document from

which that chapter is taken.

1. hddn] cf. 26I''.— nnN~Dr] seems not to be used in this sense elsewhere,

but is confirmed by (5.— "'d] we expect aN ''D, and on the ground of (5 we may
assume that the original was ioScN dn 13 in which the loss of on is easily ac-

counted for.— ijdd] is not represented in (§ab ^nd can well be spared.

—

2. niXD'a'a'i] T€Tpa/como£ (5^.— 3. ni'?ai3n] better read the masculine form

to agree with Saj ((g).— 4. f|Dii] read IDi with the Qre.— 6. jSps] the
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identification proposed by Conder (cited by Buhl, Geog. p. 185) seems to have

no sufficient ground.— 7. The verse is said by Bu. (/i'5. p. 231) to be mis-

placed. It is possibly an interpolation like the most of such data. <5iL read

four tnonths, and the D^D^ may have arisen by duplication of the two letters

preceding. @^ renders 'n nj;3"\x '0% which shows how the reading might arise.

That four months is too short a time for the actual duration of David's sojourn

is evident, but so is a year and four months.— a^'c] for a year, Jd. 17^0 2 S. \^'°.

Objection to the coherence of ^^^ ^.jth the rest of the chapter is raised by

Stade, GVI. I. p. 252 and by We., TBS. p. 140 (who includes v.'^), cf. Comp.

p. 253. The defence of the verses is undertaken by Kamphausen, ZATW.
VI. p. 85 f., and he is supported by Kiltel. The two parts of the chapter cer-

tainly do not fit well together, though both seem historically probable. The

natural supposition is that we have two sources combined.

8. When settled in his new quarters, David made raids upon

the Gizrites and the Amalekites\ the Geshuritcs seem to have come

into the received text by mistake. The Gizrites, being Canaan-

ites, and the Amalekites, being Bedawin, were legitimate prey for

both Phihstine and Israel. But, owing to the location of Gezer,

it seems better to substitute the Perizzites for the Gizrites in

the text.— For these tribes dwell in the latid which stretches frof?i

Telajn in the direction of Shur to the land of Egypt'] for justifica-

tion of the reading, see the critical note.— 9. And David would

smite the land] habitually is imphed in the form of the verb

;

and not leave alive ??ian or woman] the method is too well

known to excite surprise. That he returned to Achish seems

to make Gath the starting point of the raids.— 10. To the ques-

tion of Achish : Where have you raided to-day ? David would

return a misleading answer : Against the Negeb of Judah, or

against the Negeb of the Jerachmeelite, or agaifist the Negeb of the

Kenite] the Negeb is the southern district of Palestine, bordering

on the desert. David names Judah and two related clans— his

friendly relations with them are indicated by his gifts, 30^.

Jerachmeel is, in fact, reckoned as one of the clans of Judah in

I Chr. 2^'*".— 11. The first part of the verse is really a paren-

thetical remark, explaining how David was not detected. The

main narrative is taken up in the concluding portion : Thus did

David, and such 7vas his custom all the days which he divclt in the

country of the Philistines.— 12. The result was that Achish trusted

David, thinking that he had broken finally with Israel and would
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be his perpetual vassal.— XXVIII. 1. The previous narrative

evidently leads up to the expression of confidence given by Achish

when he commands David : Be sure that thou shalt go out with

me to the camp, thou and thy men. That the occasion was em-

barrassing to David we may well believe.— 2. His reply is

designedly ambiguous. The author, who makes him so careful

to spare Israel in his raids, certainly did not suppose that he

would take part in the battle on the Philistine side. Achish

understands David to promise great deeds, and says : Therefore

[in case the promise is kept] / will make thee keeper of my head

fo?-ever'] that is, captain of the bodyguard.

8. •'njni i->i!i'jn] the Geshurites certainly do not belong here, and the

second word is unheard of elsewhere. The Qre substitutes nuni which

would perhaps do, as Gezer was Canaanitish down to the time of Solomon,

I K. 9!^. But I suspect v-iDi (Dt. 3^) to be original— notice the resem-

blance of J and £3 in the older alphabet. (@^ has only one of the two names.

Against Gezer is to be urged its location, too far north for David's forays

(cf. Moore, Judges, p. 48). — njn] must refer to the tribes just mentioned.

The feminine plural in such cases is unusual but not unintelligible.— a*?lyc]

does not fit in this context. We., Dr., correct to aSao following a hint

given by ten MSS. of (5 (HP.). Telam, as shown above (on 15*), was a

place on the southern border of Judah.— 9. noni] the tense indicates repeated

or habitual action, whereas ^yv^^ calls attention to what took place in each

single instance. — 10. Sn] should apparently be jx which is found in some

MSS. of ||J and sustained by SST, whereas (53L seem to render •'O Sn or ^D S;'.—
11. HLi'y n3 lEx'?] it is highly unnatural to make ^n ni-y no the speech of the

supposed fugitive and what follows the statement of the narrator. This icnS

should be stricken out, and the whole half verse made the narrator's state-

ment. This is supported by 3L. Kl. supposes the first half of the verse to be

a gloss, and this is not improbable.— 12. i;'\s3n] Gen. 34^' Ex. 5-1.— Vxt^i'O]

some MSS. and editions have SnTuT".— XXVIII. 2. p'^] lacking in %, should

perhaps be emended to pN, though David's thought may be : because of this

expression of confidence. For nns read n.-ij' with OIL.— 'w'n-\S is".:'] the

equivalent in ©, apxi'y<>iiJ-o-To<pv\al, is the title of the chief of the bodyguard

at the court of the Ptolemies, cf. Deissmann, Bibelstudieti (1895), P- 93-

XXVIII. 3-25. Saul's fate pronounced.— Saul in fear of the

PhiHstines seeks divine guidance, but receives none by the ap-

pointed means of grace. In his despair he seeks out a necro-

mancer, though he had formerly exterminated such from Israel, so

far as was in his power. Informed of one, he visits her, and she
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calls up the shade of Samuel. But the spirit only denounces the

punishment in store for Saul. Overcome by the sentence, Saul

falls prostrate to the earth, but is roused and induced to break his

fast by the woman whose guest he is.

The section breaks the connexion of the narrative and is un-

doubtedly from another document. What that document is can

scarcely be doubtful from the position given to Samuel. Although

dead, he appears as the same instrument of Yahweh's will who
appointed and dethroned Saul. The last scene in Saul's life is the

last appearance of Samuel. There is no need therefore to suppose

vv.^'-^*, which allude directly to Saul's disobedience, to be later

interpolation. In a sense, the picture presented by chapter 15 is

not complete without this sequel.

3-25. The position of Samuel in this document is sufficient to identify it as

a part of the history from which chapter 15 is taken. The secondary nature

of v}''^- is indicated by Bu. in his edition of the text, but can hardly be main-

tained when the connexion with 15 is seen. It is also unfortunate that Bu.

should displace the section, ranging it between 30 and 31. As part of a dif-

ferent document it must break the connexion wherever it is placed, and we
have no evidence that as a part of the Books of Samuel it ever occupied any

but its Massoretic position. The reason urged is that the geographical situa-

tion is more advanced here than in chapter 29. But this ignores the fact that

this account was written with the scene of Saul's death in mind, and that it

intended to ignore the history in which it is now imbedded. On the critical

questions cf. Stade's review of Bu. {T/iLZ. 1896, col. 8). We. calls attention

to the resemblance to 15 (^Comp. p. 254).

3. The verse prepares for the following narrative by telling,

first, that Samuel was dead— and so could not be consulted by

Saul except by calling up his shade. The language— Samuel

had died and all Israel had mourned for him and had l>uried him

in Ramah his city— is in substance a repetition of 25'. The next

statement explains the difficulty Saul had in finding the means

of communicating with the shades — he had removed the talismans

and necromantic charms from the land. This was in accordance

with the Deuteronomic law, Dt. 18". That the magical or idola-

trous apparatus is intended, rather than the persons who made use

of them, will be evident on considering the passages in point.

That the persons also were not spared is probably true.
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3. n';-3i] is superfluous; n'>'3 is read by (@IL and 4 MSS. of |§. The
word seems to represent in''33 of 25^, for which it was substituted in the trans-

fer, to avoid scandal.— maxn] the word has generally been understood of

the familiar spirits who are (as alleged) subservient to the soothsayers; the

derived meaning is supposed to be the necromancers who make use of such

spirits. The Hebrew Lexicon of BDB. makes 31N always mean either necro-

mancer or necromancy. Neither definition, seems to fit all the cases. Not to

speak of the difficulty in supposing the same word to designate both the spirit

and the medium, or both the necromancer and his art, I would urge, first, the

feminine form of the word, which makes it doubtful whether it can be referred

to necromancers. It can hardly be claimed that these were so uniformly

women that the gender of the word represents that fact. More significant is

the fact that in the majority of cases aiN is classed not with persons, but with

things— objects of idolatrous or superstitious practices. Thus in the familiar

passage in Isaiah (8'^) : and tvhen they say : Seek the max and the 3''j>ii who
chirp and mutter, the contrast is drawn between these and God, and the most

natural interpretation makes them some sort of idol. Again we are told

(Is. 19^) that Egypt shall seek the idols (3^'?'''^^) and the cias and the nas
and the a''J>'i% where it is certainly not violent to interpret all the words as

designating objects of the same class. The author of Kings (2 K. 23-*) tells

us that Josiah destroyed the nnx and the D-'jyTi and the Teraphim and the

idols and the abominations— the last three are certainly objects of devotion,

and the verb used ("i>3) is more appropriate to the destruction of these than

to the slaying of men. More significant is the assertion (2 K. 21^) that

Manasseh made (t-';') an 31n and a ^jyi' which could be said only of a talis-

man or fetish. There seems to be no passage which is inconsistent with this.

Dt. l8""^- commands: There shall not be in thee . . . a diviner, a soothsayer

or an enchanter or a sorcerer or one who binds spells, or one that asks 31N or

^jyi*, or one that inquires of the dead, where the 3ix Sns' (not the 3iN itself)

is parallel with the soothsayers and enchanters. Should it be objected that

a fetish cannot speak, we may reply that the Teraphim are declared to speak

falsehood (Zech. 10"^), a case which clearly refutes the objection. Many idols

and fetishes are supposed to give revelations to their devotees. The prohi-

bition to go a 7vhoring z.iiex the ri3N and the a^jyi'' (Lev. 20'') is entirely in

accord with my supposition, and so is the sentence pronounced upon man or

woman with whom is an 31n (Lev. 20-"). Not much stress can be laid upon

Jewish tradition in this matter, but it is significant that the Talmud makes a

aiN '?v3 one who asks the skull of a dead man (the citation is given by Levy,

NHWB. s.v. 3in), and in another place the Teraphim of Laban are said to

give him knowledge of the future, and to consist of a human head (that of

Adam) cut off and preserved by means of spices (the citation from Elias Levita

in Selden, De Diis Syris, Syntagma I. Cap. II.). In the same connexion may
be mentioned the yni of Rabbinical tradition, which is defined to be an ani-

mal (or bird) whose bones the soothsayer took in his mouth, and they gave

responses of themselves (Levy, s.v.). Bearing in mind the widespread use
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of parts of the human body in magical rites, it does not seem too bold to con-

jecture that the aiN was a human skull (the root possibly means to be hollow)

which was prepared by superstitious rites for magical use. The owner of such

a talisman would be prepared to divine by it. The 31N nS>'3 of this chapter

would then be the sister of the D"'Di'3 nS>3 of Nah. 3*; the figurative use of

the latter phrase does not interfere with the parallel.— a^jyiM] always men-

tioned in connexion with 31N, are something of the same nature. The reader

may consult Driver on Dt. iS'^ with his references; Noldeke in ZDMG.
XXVIII. p. 667; Stade, GVI. I. pp. 425, 504; Konig, Offenbarmigsbegriff des

Alien Testamentes (1882), II. p. 150.

4. The Philistine camp was at Shunem, at the west foot of the

ridge now c?i\\Qi\ Jebel Dahi. Saul mustered his forces on Gilboa,

a ridge running southeast from the eastern end of the great plain.

The Philistines easily commanded the plain, the Israelites rallied

on the hills. — 5, 6. Saul, terrified at the sight of the enemy's

force, asked of Yahweh, but YaJnueh did not iDisiver him, cither

by dreams, or by Urim, or by prophets'] all three are recognized

methods of divine communication in the Old Testament. The

Chronicler regards Saul's recourse to the necromancer as a refusal

to seek Yahweh, i Chr. 10", and therefore a part of the sin for

which he is slain. But this is not the mind of the present writer,

to whom Saul is a man driven to desperation by the failure of

every attempt to ascertain the will of Yahweh.— 7. In this strait

the king inquires for a woman who possesses a talisman of sufficient

power to summon the dead. The universality of the belief that

the shades can be summoned by the one who possesses the means

needs no comment. Endor (the fountain of Dor) still bears its

ancient name and is a poor village on the slope o{ Jcbcl Daiii. A

description of the locality is given by Stanley.*— 8. Saul, for very

obvious reasons, disguised himself, cf i K. 22^"'. Coming to the

woman he makes his request : Divine for me by the talisman and

bring up for me the one 7vhom I shall say'\ the power of the

woman to do what she was asked seems not to be doubted by the

narrator.— 9, 10. In view of Saul's treatment of the necroman-

cers, the woman suspects that her guest is laying a snare for her

life] expecting to inform against her. Saul reassures her by an

oath : 710 guilt shall come upon thee for this thing.— 11, 12. Saul

* Sinai and Palestine, p. 337.
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demands Samuel : And the woman saiv Sajnuel and cried out with

a loud voice'] the more sober Protestant commentators see that it

is unreasonable to suppose the souls of the departed subject to

such calls, and therefore suppose the Devil to assume the form of

the one invoked. But this is contrary to the assertion that the

woman saw Samuel. For the method of the necromancer, which

the narrator probably pictured with fidelity, it may be worth while

to note that she alone saw the form, while Saul heard the voice.

The first effect of the apparition on the woman was to reveal the

identity of her guest : Why hast thou deceived me, when thou

art Saul? The connexion of Samuel and Saul in earlier hfe is

assumed to be known to her. — 13. To Saul's question she

replies : / saw a god coming up out of the earth'\ the worship

of the ]\Ianes probably survived in Israel to a comparatively late

date, so that her words must be taken in their literal sense.

—

14. On further inquiry she describes the apparition as an old man

coming up and he is 7vrapped in a cloak~\ such as Samuel wore in

his lifetime. Before the spirit, unseen by him, Saul prostrates

himself in reverence.

4. Shunem, which is mentioned also Jos. 19^^ 2 K. 4^ (cf. also the Shu-

nammite, i K. i^), still bears the name Sulem, Buhl, Geog. p. 217, who also

mentions Endor.— iciDp] on the form, Ges.-^ 46 ,?. Methods of divination

among the heathen Arabs are described by We., Skizzeti, III. pp. 126 ff., 135 fif.

— 9. ij;JTin] the plural should be restored; the final letter has been lost in

the following r. — 10. lip"] the Daghesh is intended to guard the pronun-

ciation of the emphatic letter, Ges.-^ 20/1. — 13. D"''?;? 'n-'NT aviS.x] the plural

participle would seem to indicate more than one ghostly figure. But only one

is described in what follows, and we must suppose the agreement grammatical

instead of logical. Similar instances of dvT^n with a plural adjective are found

Jos.
24I9 (E) Dt. 523 I S. 1726-36^ etc.— 14. jpr] opdwv (5 seems to represent

«liir (We.). To this reading we may perhaps trace the Rabbinical conceit,

referred to by Schm., that Samuel appeared standing upright, while in ordi-

nary cases the shades present themselves feet upwards. The Greek exposi-

tors, to judge by Nestle's specimen {Alarginalien, p. 15), saw in the word

a declaration of Samuel's vigorous appearance.

15. The dialogue is begun by Samuel : JVhy hast thou disturbed

me in bringing me up ? The shades are at rest and prefer to

remain so. Only on very rare occasions does Sheol itself rouse

them, Is. 14^ The urgency of his situation is Saul's excuse : /
R
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am in great straits, a?id the Pliilistiues are warring against me,

and God has turnedfrom me and does not answer me more, either

by prophets or l>y dreams^ the absence of Uriin here is perhaps a

sign that it was not originally in v.".— So I have called thee, to tell

me what I shall do'] consultation of the oracle is in order to right

action, as we have seen in the case of both Saul and David.—
16. Samuel refuses to answer the important question : And why

dost thou ask me, when Yahweh has turned from thee and become

thine eneiny ? Reason enough why Samuel should refuse to help.

— 17, 18. The guilt of Saul in the matter of Amalek. The

account of Saul's rejection in c 15 would not be complete without

this sequel. The punishment there denounced is here reaffirmed

and declared to be close at hand.— 19. The verse seems over-

full. The first clause may be omitted with advantage. Correcting

the remainder by (©^ we get : And to-morrow thou and thy sons

with thee shall fall, and Yahweh will give the camp of Israel into

the hand of the Philistines.— 20. The message was heart-breaking

enough; and Saul was overcome, and fell at full length upon the

earth. The fainting fit was accounted for partly by physical

exhaustion— he had not eaten bread all the day and all the

night] it may be supposed that morning was now approaching.

— 21, 22. The woman, coming to the prostrate Saul, appreciates

the amount of his mental disturbance. She pleads her obedience

to his request, even at the risk of her life, as a reason why he

should now listen to her : and let me set before thee a morsel of

meat, and eat thou that thou maycst liavc strength and make thy

journey] a very sensible proposition.— 23. Saul at first refused,

but his servants, as laell as the woman, urged him. At length he

rosefrom the earth and sat upon the couch] one of the four articles

of fiirniture in the ordinary house.— 24, 25. The woman had a

fatted calf in the house] and she also baked unleavened cakes for

the entertainment of her guests. The similar description of Abra-

ham's hospitality will occur to every one.

15. .-i\->|-iNi] the pointing is anomalous and perhaps designed to allow the

choice between N-jpNi and n-ips) (Nestle, Marginalien, p. 15). — 16. T\>']

is misspelled for -\-\-i, probably by a scrilie to whom the Aramaic form was famil-

iar, or who wished to disguise the unpleasant thought that Yahweh could be

one's enemy; (5 /uera toO nX-qaiov ctov points to t;~\ 3;' which is adopted by Th.



XXVIII. I5-XXIX. I 243

and others, and favoured by S- But Saul's rival is mentioned later; here we

expect an allusion to Saul's complaint that he is in straits.— 17. 1^] may be

read as a dative of advantage. But it is better to restore -^ with five MSS.

of pj,
(§-^B, and 1L.— 19. Either the first clause or the last is superfluous. As

Samuel would more naturally conclude what he has to say of Saul before pass-

ing on to the fate of Israel, I have omitted the opening clause of |^ (We.,

Dr.). Stade, on the other hand, retains ^ and omits '^.— 'Dy] shall be with

;«^ would seem to require the verb; ®-^B found D^^OJ ^C5? which is restored

by Th.— 20. nnsii] seems to be the wrong verb. Perhaps by pointing inpM

with Kl. we can retain it. Comparison of (§ here and in v."^^ shows that it has

the same verb in both places; We. therefore restores '?n2''i here, conforming

it to the other. But the argument seems precarious.— 23. ii-\i3M] the con-

text requires n-iis^i.— Sn] should be *?;? with some MSS.— 24. i^t:"'^;;"]

a calf tied up in the house like the lambs which are stilled " crammed " by the

women in Syria. — inam] for riDXi% Ges.-" 68//.

XXIX. 1-XXX. 31. David's homeward march, the capture of

Ziklag by the Amalekites, and the recovery of the spoil.—
When the Philistine troops are mustered, the attention of the

chiefs is drawn to David and his band. They inquire of Achisli

why he is there, and receive assurances of his fideHty. But they

regard his presence as a danger, so that David, in spite of his

protestation of fidelity, is sent away. Returning home, he finds

that the Amalekites have taken revenge for his former incursions

by attacking the undefended Ziklag and capturing its inhabi-

tants, whom they have carried off as slaves. The spirit of mutiny

shows itself among David's men, but he promptly finds them

occupation in the pursuit of the enemy. His success is com-

plete ; besides recovering what has been carried away he takes

great store of booty. This he uses to secure the attachment of

the Sheikhs in the neighbouring districts.

The piece is a unit. Its interest in the fortune of David and in

his legislative decision is plain. We may ascribe it without hesita-

tion to the source which later gives us such copious details of

David's life.

1. The camp of the Philistines was at Aphek, a locality uniden-

tified, but which must have lain in the plain of Esdraelon. The

Philistines probably wished to secure their possession of the Great

Plain, and their communication with the Jordan valley, where we

find them later in possession of Beth-shean, 31^'^.— Israel camped
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at the fomitam in Jezreel'\ the pliraseology implies that Jezreel is

not the town, but the valley. It is probable however that Saul

occupied the town, which lies just at the foot of Gilboa. He
would thus command the entrance to the valley, and would have

the high ground in his rear. — 2. The Tyt-ants of the Philistines']

each with his army, were marching i>y, by hundreds and by thou-

sands] referring to the troops in their different companies. There

seems to have been a review by the generals, in which David

marched in the rearguard with Achish.— 3. The generals ask

7vhat are these Hebrews /] discovering their characteristic dress

or arms. Achish replies in two particulars. David was first an

escaped servant of Saul, who would not want to return to his

harsh master. Secondly, he was a tried dependent of Achish :

who has been ivith me these two years and I have not found any

fault in him from the day he fell to my lot until noiv. The double

guarantee would seem to be sufficient.— 4. The suspicious fears

of the generals break out in an angry demand : Send back the

man to the place where thou hast stationed hint] as thy vassal

;

lest he be an enemy in the camp] who will put hindrances in the

way of our success, and plot for our ruin. On a former occasion

the Hebrews in Philistine service had gone over to the enemy,

14-^— With what should this fellow make himself acceptable to his

Master? Is it not with the heads of these men ?] pointing to the

Philistine soldiers. This is their reply to the plea that David is a

runaway slave.— 5. The fact of David's former success against

the Philistines is an argument against his fidelity now. The

absence of any allusion to Goliath shows that the exploit of Chap-

ter 1 7 was unknown to the author of this section.

1. On the locality cf. Miller, Least ofAll Lands, cited by GAS., Geog. p. 401.

Aphek is apparently the last station of the Philistines before advancing against

Saul's position at Jezreel, v.". This would naturally be somewhere in the

great plain of Esdraelon. This Aphek cannot therefore be Aphek in Sharon.

— 2. ••J"id] the native name of the Philistine rulers, 5^, of whom Achish was

one.— 3. The onr I take to have been the military commanders in distinc-

tion from the D''J1D, or civil rulers. The latter indeed marched to the war

and led their troops. But there must have been some sort of general staff.—
Dija* nt"iN D^D^ nt] is extremely indefinite— sovie days or some years would

hardly be the reply of a man who knew the situation : r)ij.epas tovto Sfi/rtpov

eras (3^^; ijSri Zivrepov eros a-fifiepof &' agree in making the time tivo years,
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which would be simply a>nja' nr (adopted by Bu.).— i'^dj] add iSn with

<SS3E5L.— 4. The second DTia'Sij nr is lacking in (&&%. — ncnScj] read

njnna with (§. The change was made under the influence of the preceding

nnnSna (Kl.). Nestle (Afarg. p. 15) calls attention to the contrast between

the Satan here and the angel of God a little later; and also to the former

experience of the Philistines with the Hebrews in their camp.

6. Achish breaks the news to David : By the life of YalnveJi\

this oath is not unnatural in the mouth of a PhiHstine when he is

speaking to an IsraeUte.— Thou art upright and it is right in my
eyes that thou shouhist go out and in in the camp] Hke any of the

officers, i8^^— But thou art not approved by the Tyrants'] the

voice of the majority must be decisive.— 7. Achish seems to fear

David's anger, as he asks him not to do evil in the eyes of the

Tyrants.— 8. David utters a suspicion that Achish himself finds

fault with him : What have I done . . . that / may not go andfight
against the enemies of tny Lord the king? What David's real plan

was is not disclosed. The author probably did not suppose he

would fight against Israel.— 9. He receives renewed assurance

that he is blameless as an angel of God in the sight of Achish.—
10. The command to depart at dawn the next day is repeated in

detail, for we should read with (§ : Now rise early ifi the morning,

thou and thy men who came with thee \_and go to the place where

I have stationed thee, and put no evil design in thy heart, for thou

art good in my sight] but rise early in the morning and you shall

have light, and go] the clause in brackets has fallen out of |^.

It is assumed by Achish that the high-spirited warrior will feel

insulted and be tempted to take revenge.— 11. David therefore

rose early to return to the land of the Philistines, but the Philistines

went up to Jezreel.

6. l"i><i'] (§ prefixes Ka't, meaning: not only thou but also thy going out. It

cannot be denied that J^ would l)e smoother if it read "inxs ait3i rw^n ijv'a lU".

But (@ does not seem to have the better reading.— 9. \i)ji>] probably should

be nyi\— 3m^n is'^Da] in the two other instances of the comparison, we find

a^^Sx^ 'CD which should perhaps be restored here, 2 S. 14^'' 192s. The words

are lacking in ©^ perhaps because they were thought to be incongruous with

Achish's nationality.— 10. The Hebrew, as it stands, puts two exhortations to

rise early in the inor7iing in immediate succession. The clause in (S which

stands between them relieves the awkwardness. It is adopted by Th., We.,

Dr., Bu , Kl., Ki. As the cause of its loss, we can only conjecture that it filled
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just a line or just two lines in the archetype. For T^nN nayi which does not

seem natural in the mouth of Achish, I restore "t'"i"Ji npN with O^. The same

recension reads at the end of the omitted clause is dyyeAos 6fov, which is

perhaps original (adopted by Kl.).

XXX. The narrative is continuous with what precedes, follow-

ing the fortunes of David. — 1. When he and his men got home
they found that f/ie Amalekites had invaded the Negeb and had
smitten Ziklag and burnt if ivith fire] the Bedawin had watched

the departure of David and his men. — 2. They had not followed

David's method of warfare, for they had killed no one but had
carried captive the ivomen and all that were in it, fjvm small to

great] the fighting men were with David. The captives were prob-

ably destined to the Egyptian slave market.— 3, 4. Finding the

city burned, and their families carried away, David and his men
luept aloud until there was in them no more power to weep] the

fountain of tears was exhausted ; consumptis enim lachrvmis in-

fixus tamen pectori haeret dolor*— 5. As it stands, the verse is

a supplementary notice that should have come in at the end of

V.-. Probably it is a gloss. -^6. David was in great straits]

Gen. 32* Jd.
2^''

\ for the people proposed to stone him] popular

indignation easily turns against the ruler in case of calamity.—
For the soul of every one was embittei-ed] 2 K. 4-", where extreme

grief is thus described. But the allied phrase bitter of soul is

used also oi angry men, Jd. 18^^ 2 S. 17*. In this case, the grief

turned to anger. — But David took courage in reliance on Yahweh

his God] as is shown by his prompt action. — 7, 8. Command-
ing Abiathar to bring the Ephod, he asks : Shall I pursue this

band? Shall I overtake them ?] the double question is really one
;

it were vain to pursue unless he could overtake. The answer was

affirmative : Pursue, for thou shalt surely overtake and shalt surely

rescue.

XXX. 1. 'pSsyi] cf. v.i*, doubtless to be read pScyi with (S.— 2. nj—iu-n]
as it stands, refers to the women. But as we have later the express assertion

that they had not killed a man, we should probably insert here with (S "^iTNi

(Th.) which would include the old men and boys.— 3. ntjn'.:' njni] the same

construction in v.^^.— 5. The verse is supposed to be a gloss by Bu., and can

* Cicero, cited by Sanctius, Schm. p. 964.
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in fact well be spared. — 6. nxm] Ges.-^ 67/. The masculine form is used

elsewhere except in Jd. 10^, cf. Davidson, Syntax, § 109.— ij3] read rj3 with

the Qre, cf. v.'^-.— 'ui prnnM^ the clause reads like a later insertion; it is

not exactly duplicated anywhere else.— 7. Abiathar occurs zi^^ 23^; probably

from the same document.— 8. Tiin] might be construed as the hypothetical

introduction to the real question : ifIpursue, shall I overtake? But © reads

interrogatively, and the answer ^^-\ favours that reading— restore therefore

flT>xn (We.).— -injn] cf. i K. ii^* 2 K. 5^ 6^^ and elsewhere, of marauding

bandiili as here.

9. David and his men came to the IVadi Besor. The name
occurs only in this passage, and, as we have no knowledge of

David's objective point, it is impossible now to identify this ravine.

— 10. And there remained behind two hundred men who were too

exhausted to cross the Wadi Besor, and David and four hundred

men pursued^ the two halves of the verse have been transposed

by mistake.— 11. The party found an Egyptian, known by his

dress or his features, whom they brought to David, and to whom
they gave food.— 12. After giving him water, they gave him a

cake offigs'] cf. 25^'^. For a starving man this would be enough.

— His spirit returned to him\ he had been in appearance lifeless

from his long fast.— 13. To David's question concerning himself

he replies : / am an Egyptian hid, servant to an Amalckite, and
my fnaster abandoned me, because I fell sick, three days ago.—
14. His account of the expedition : We raided the Negeb of the

Chercthite] a clan of the Philistines, Zeph. 2'.— 15. The captive

on being asked to act as guide, consents on condition that David

will s\Vear not to kill him, or to deliver him to his master.—
16. Led by the slave, they come upon the enemy spread over the

face of the country, eating and drinking arid dajicing] very possi-

bly in a religion feast— on accoutit of all the great spoil which

they had taken.— 17. And David smote them from twilight to

evenifig'] the attack was sudden and soon decided, and the success

was complete : None escaped except four lunidredyoung men who
rode upon the camels andfled.

9. -\v^o"i] conjecturally identified with Wadi Gazze (by Guerin, fudee,

II. p. 213) * or with its branch Wadi Sheri'a (by Buhl, Geog. p. 88).— annum
n2>] can only mean in its present connexion that the rest (besides the six

hundred) stayed behind at Ziklag. But it is a constant feature of the tradi-

* I owe the citation to BDB. sub voce.
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tion that David had only six hundred men with him, so that there were none

to stay at Ziklag. We must treat the clause as an intruder (We.). Ew.

(GF/'^. III. 144, E.Tr. III. p. 105) proposes to insert a clause

—

four hundred

passed over, and the rest stayed. But the next verse is then redundant.

—

10. The order is perverse, and the two halves of the verse should be trans-

posed (We.).— niij] only here and v."-^ The context indicates the meaning,

cf. 1JD a corpse from its limpness. — 11. 1^xn"!£'>N] it would be more logical

to describe him here as faint or starving, and to leave his race to be discov-

ered later (Kl.).— anS iS'ijhm] it seems superfluous to tell us here that they

gave him food, and then to add later that they gave him figs. However, we

may account for the clause as a general statement— they brought him to

David andgave him food— to be followed by the details.— 12. a^pas ij-'i]

lacking in (5"^, and not improbably the insertion of a scribe. It would not

do to give a starving man much food at one time.— 13. nc'Stt' orn] 3 MSS.

of |§ add a^D> which seems necessary, cf. 9^0.— 14. jjj] the verb used is

followed by Sn in v.^, and the preposition should be inserted here (We.).

—

^in^n] the people so named are dwellers on the shore according to Zephaniah,

who also associates them with the land of the Philistines as does Ezekiel

(25I8). Elsewhere they are mentioned with the dtiVd as making up David's

body guard, 2 S. S^*. Cf. E. Meyer, Gesch. des Alterth. I. p. 367. (§^ has xopp'

here, reminding us of a similar confusion in |^ in 2 S. 20^'': ©^ xo-^^^'-—
mini'? nrt<"'?;Ji] the difference in the form of expression indicates that the

phrase was inserted by a scribe who was surprised that Judah should not be

mentioned. The Negeb of the Pelethite and the Negeb of Caleb would

be enough territory for one raid. — 15. At the end of the verse (S^'S agree in

adding: and he szvare to him. —-16. D^Jin] the circuit of the sanctuary made

at the feasts was undoubtedly a dance. That the Bedawin were here dancing

before their gods, is the most natural interpretation of the scene. Arabic

parallels are given by We. Skizzen, III. p. 106, with which compare Noldeke's

comments in ZDMG. XLI. p. 719.— 17. in dd'i] (5 seems to have )iad S'3n

ODM in dhiSn which is adopted by Bu. But in such cases the shorter clause

has the presumption in its favour.— piu'jhd] it is still disputed whether the

morning or evening twilight is intended. In the majority of cases ^i'i is cer-

tainly the early evening when the breeze begins to stir, and there seems no

reason to interpret otherwise here. The enemy were wholly taken by surprise

and seem to have made no serious resistance. To suppose that David spent

the whole day in slaughter is difficult.— DmncS] adds to the difficulty, for

interpreted in the natural sense it would extend the slaughter over two whole

days. The form moreover is abnormal. The a can hardly be the pronominal

suffix, and the adverbial ending is equally out of place. The text is probalily

corrupt. S seems to have or to conjecture Dnnnxr. The Bible Commentary

suggests oninn'?; We. annnnV (adopted by Bu.) ; Kl. an^jno '?;d3.

18, 19. David rescued all that had been carried away, ?wthing

was ffiissifig'] 2 S. 17--'.— 20. The meaning of the obscure verse
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must have been that, in addition to recovering his own, David

captured a large amount of other property. — 21. On the return,

the two hundred who were left behind came to ineet them,

and saluted them.— 22. The baser men among those who had

marched in the pursuit propose to keep all the booty for their own
company : Because they did not go with 2is~\ the present text reads

with me—we will not give them of the booty which we ?-esczied'\

the term boot}' shows that no previous title was to be recognized.

All they would give would be : to each man his 7vi/e and his chil-

dreti that they may lead them away and depart.— 23. David

vetoes the proposition : Do not do so after Yahweh has \_wrought'\

for us and preserved us. Injustice is a sin against God, and in

this case the ingratitude is especially conspicuous.— 24. The

language of David continues in the couplet

:

As the portion of the one who goes down into battle.

So is the portion of the one who remains with the baggage.

Early statutes (enactments or regulations) were put in rhythmical

form for better retention in memory. The original couplet has

here been increased by the added words : They shall share alike.

— 25. The author adds that /r^;;/ that time on they made it a

statute and a precedent in Israel. David's decision in the matter

became the precedent (tSBtt'tt) ; it was a statute when he made it

a general rule. Cf. Briggs, Higher Criticism of the Hexateuch?,

p. 248 f.

18. The two wives seem to be an afterthought, as in v.^.— 19. SSti'Di]

seems to belong before D•'J3"^;", and this is the order in (§. Possibly however

a word has fallen out; we should expect: a''ja~vi z^^Z'i |r.— 20. The verse as

it stands is unintelligible. Its object must be to tell us that in addition to the

recovery of his own possessions David took a large amount of other booty

:

ante pecus stium quod liberaverant dtixerunt greges et armenta quae abstu-

lerunt Atnalekitis, as Kimchi is rendered by Schmid. But this is not ex-

pressed by the present text. We.'s restoration, accepted by Dr., Bu., Ki.,

makes the people, out of gratitude, resign all the sheep and oxen to David as

his share. But this is contrary to what follows, where the two hundred share

in the booty with the others. I suspect the original to have been something

like this: in S*:^' n? dj dhijaS pSny unj Ti-x ipani jxi'n So'ns".— 21. d3"'i:'ii]

should probably be a3i!f>i, David being the natural subject, (§it.

—

Snk'm] on

the other hand is read as a plural by <§&. The men left behind would be the

ones to ask for the welfare of those who had gone into the battle (We.) ; for
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anS we should probably read nS (= i*?).— 22. Sd] is lacking in S.— ''Cy] the

singular form is no doubt thoroughly idiomatic. But if we retain it we should

apparently change both jpj and ij'^sn to correspond. It is easier therefore to

read ijny with 8 MSS. of |^, and with (SSll. — 23. t^-n nx >m] © undoubt-

edly reads T.;'i< nns' which is to be preferred, because it makes all that follows

a reason for the dissuasion. But in that case ]r': is left without an object and

must be replaced by another verb, as nzf-;, 14''.— 24. Tim] of the J^/id is

only a scribe's error.— 25. '^Nic^S] Sxitt'ia found in some copies and editions

seems a little better here.— nrn aiin ny] a frequent phrase, especially in late

writers. It naturally implies that a considerable time had elapsed since the

events narrated.

26. David uses the booty at his disposal to win the hearts of

Judah. Mohammed's procedure after the battle of Honein will

occur to every one.—He sent of the booty to the elders of Judah,

and to his kinsmen'\ reading v^^ith (§. The enumeration of towns

follows. All of them seem to have been in the South Country,

none north of Hebron.— 27. Bethel, as pointed out by We., the

same with the Bethuel of i Chr. 4'^", there mentioned in connexion

with Hormah and Ziklag; cf. also Bcthul, Jos. 19^ (also with

Hormah). Ramoth-Negeb one of the cities of Simeon, Jos. 19^

Jattir, Jos. is"**^
21" (with Eshtemoa). — 28. y^r(9^r was originally

mentioned in Jos. 15--. The name still attaches to a ruin east-

southeast of Beersheba. Siphamoth seems to be mentioned no-

where else. Eshtemoa, Jos. is''^ 21" identified by Robinson.

—

29. For the unknown Racal of ^ we should probably read

Carmel on the basis of (§.— The cities of the Jerachmeclite and

the cities of the Kenite'] 27^".— 30. Hormah Jd. i'" Num. 2il

For Bor-Ashan we should probably restore the well-known Beer

Sheba whose absence is inexplicable.— 31. Hebron, the chief

city of Judah, could not be left out wdien all the places were re-

membered where David had sojourned, he and his men.

26. in^jnV] koX toIs irKrjffiou avrov (@ seems preferable; & pnian^i has the

conjunction like (g. — 27. Sxp^aa] written as one word by Baer; in Gins-

burg's text two words connected by the Maqqeph. The name occurs in

(3^ also in Jos. 15^^ ("'dd p?) just before Hormah. In our passage (@ has

Baid(rovp which is favoured by Ew. and Th. For Ramoth &^^' Ravia ; in

Jos. 198 where |tj has .nc"', <gL has VaeixnvO. — <n"'3] iv redddp (@" goes back

to n-^>"3. Both names are found in the lists of Joshua (i5''2''* 19" 21'*). Cf.

ZA TW. VI. p. 6.— 28. iy-\y is the name of more than one place. The pres-

ent one should be in the Negeb, and a ruin is pointed out in this region
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called Ar'ara (Buhl, Geog. p. 183). In Jos. 15^2 ^yg now find m>•^>• for which

(^ has 'ApouTjA. Probably i>n>' should be restored there (cf. Dillmann's

Commentary and Bennett's text in SBOT.). "•'C^'u of Ginsburg and the

common editions is written ni:;j5'^' by Baer. In this verse (§^ has one name

more than |^, inserting 'A^^aSei which may be a corruption of 'Aporjp (^Ye.).

It does not seem to be a sufficient basis on which to restore nj~py (Ew.).
©I' seems to have read pp n>' from v.-'^. For ^^•zs•y : 'S.acpei (§^. >nr<i:'N, cf.

Buhl, 6^1?^^. p. 163.— 29. The verse is extended in <§^ perhaps by duplication

from the preceding. It agrees with IQ^ in giving the name Carmel, which

Ewald substitutes for Sd-». For the Keuite, (d has the Kenezite. Kenaz was

a clan of Judah, Jd. i^^, but the parallel i S. ay^'' seems to decide for the

Kenite here.— 30. Horniah, cf Moore on Jd. i^".— JS7~1133 in the early

editions according to Baer; in many recent ones (Jablonski, etc.) 7~-\i33. In

<@ it is represented by Beersheba. The absence of so prominent a place as

Beersheba is remarkable and the name is perhaps original. |r>* however is

the name of a town in Judah, Jos. 15*2 19'. -p-j occurs nowhere else in |§.

It is suggested by Buhl (Ges. HIVB^^.) that it is the same with 1.-1^* noticed

above, which is twice named in connexion with ]Z'';. I should substitute

Arad, Jd. I '6. The MSS. of (5 differ widely.

XXXI. The death of Saul.— Two accounts are given of the

death of Saul. In the one before us he is hard pressed in battle,

and, in despair, commits suicide. In the other (contained in

2 Sara, i^"^"), he begs an Amalekite camp follower to slay him,

and thus meets his end. The two accounts seem independent,

and it is natural to suppose that they represent the two different

streams of tradition. In that case the chapter before us continues

the narrative of 28. It is, in fact, the natural sequel of that

chapter. For in that the shadow of the coming defeat already

falls. As there predicted, Saul sees Israel defeated and his sons

slain ; and commits suicide in his sense of abandonment by Yah-

weh. It confirms this to notice that 2 S. i naturally continues the

history we have just followed, culminating in David's distribution

of the booty to Judah. Chapter 31 is unnecessary to that narra-

tive, and in fact breaks the thread.

1. The account opens abruptly : The Philistines fought against

Israel, and the men of Israel fled befofe the Philistines, and fell

down slain upon Mount Gilboa'\ Israel was frequently defeated

in the plains. In this case the battle was fought on their own

ground — the high places. — 2, 3. Three sons of Saul were slain.
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and the fighthig pressed hard upon Sajil ; the archers got him in

range and he was wounded'\ the text is not certain. — 4. Saul's

command to his armour-bearer : Draw thy snwrd and run me

through with it^ the case of Abimelech Jd. 9'^ is closely parallel,

rhere, it was to escape death at the hands of a woman. Here, it

is /est these uncircumcised come and make sport of me'] amuse

themselves with the helpless but conscious warrior, Jd. i9-\ The

armour-bearer refused because he was much afraid] whether the

author means that he was in too great a panic to heed the com-

mand, or that he had too great reverence for his lord cannot be

made out with certainty. The latter seems more probable. Saul

then took his own sword and fell upon it] one of the very rare

instances of suicide in the Old Testament. In view of it, the

older commentators discuss the question of Saul's final salvation,

generally with an unfavourable verdict.*— 5. The armour-bearer

would not survive his master.— 6. The tragic element is pointed

out in the fact that Saul and his sons and his armour-bearer died

together.— 7. The result was that the inhabitants of the cities

in the Jordan valley deserted their cities, and the Philistines took

possession of them. The recovery of the original text is difficult.

XXXI. The question of the place of the story can be fully considered only

when we come to the following chapter. For the text we now have an

additional source in the Chronicler who embodies this chapter in his work

(I Chr. 10I-12).

1. a''i:n'^j] Chr. innSj which should probably be restored. The author of

Sam. changed to the participle to indicate that while David and his men were

pursuing the Amalekites, the Philistines ivere fighting.— iji'jn idj-'i] iv^tA Dn C.

which is more idiomatic.— 2. 1^3^:^] 14^2,— pn] nnN C. It is a question

whether the original author did not write Sn. The verb is generally used with 3.

The names of Saul's sons show some variation in (g.— 3. Sn] read Vy C. ©S.
— D'-'js amen] seems impossible and C. leaves out ai'i'JK. But PB'pa Qmcn

is redundant, and T'Z'^i cannot be connected with iniNXDil. Dr. proposes

prp3 amen a'';j'js meaning ^(jw^ of the archers, comparing Gen. 37''^^ r S. 25^°.

It seems simpler to strike out Tyz'^ti DiB'jN as a gloss designed to define a>-iicn.

•—omnna ^^<D '^hm] onvn'jn '?n''i C. The words are generally taken to mean

he feared the archers exceedingly. But we should expect 'JDn if that were the

meaning. (5 takes '7n''i to be from S'^n, koX eTpav/LLaTiffdr] ^^, Kal iTpavfj.a.Tt(Tav ^,

and this gives a better sense, for the words of Saul to his armour-bearer are

* Schmid, p. 988.
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the words of a man sore wounded.— amDnn] els to. inroxSi'Spta (& would in-

dicate c*cn3 or D^jnr:3. — 4. The second ijipii is lacking in C. doubtless

rightly. What Saul dreaded was that he should be alive to be mocked, not

that they should muti'ate his body after his death.— 5. nc] seems impossible

to reconcile with the following chapter.— 6. For v^d s'tr'ji C. has 1.-113 '?D1, an

intentional exaggeration.— rcjx"'?:) dj] lacking in C. (§^, is a similar exagger-

ation. — 7. •'yoi'] C. •^;''n-Sd. For piM -i3>'a icnm pi^yn i3>'3* C. has simply

P12)J2 nrs, and this may be original, though it is difficult to see how it could

give rise to the present text. Probably we should read pcyn nyj (Kl.).

—

Sn-\b'> Vj:>jx] is omitted by C. who was willing to throw the blame upon Saul

alone.— Dn>'n] read anny with C. and (3.

8. The next day the Philistines came to strip the slain and
found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa'] the battle

had probably lasted until evening.— 9. They sent the head of

Saul through the country of the Philistines to bring good news to

their idols and the people'^ perhaps the original author wrote to

their gods and the people.— 10. His armour, as a trophy, came

naturally into the house of Ashtoreth'\ where this was we are not

told.

—

And his corpse they exposed on the walls of Bethshan'] a

city in the Jordan valley at the entrance of the side valley which

comes down from the Great Plain. It still bears the name Beisan.

— 11. The men of Jabesh Gilead, who had special reasons for

remembering Saul with gratitude (11^""), undertook to remove

the disgrace.— 12. All the men of courage rose up and marched

all night, and took the corpses of Saul and his sons from the wall

of Bethshan and brought the?n to Jabesh and burnt them there"]

although this was not Israelitish custom, there seems to be no

sufficient reason for departing from the received text.— 13. The
bones were buried under the tamarisk tree"] probably one well

known ; and theyfasted seven days'] in expression of their grief.

8. nrSc] omitted by C. — 9. C. has a free reproduction of the first clause.

— nij] C. has pn which is doubtless correct, and which seems also to be im-

plied by <@.— 10. nnnti'N] the singular form alone is in place. C. substitutes

DHihSn. For li'pp read li'ipin (Lag. Anm. zur Griech. Uebersetz. d. Proverbien,

p. iiii), cf. 2 S. 21^-3. The Chronicler, thinking of the head and armour being

sent to Philistia, changes the last clause to : and they stuck up his skull in the

house of Dagon. On Bethshan, Moore, Jd. I^'^ and reff. — 11. v'^n] lacking

* It is impossible to suppose that the Israelites beyond the Jordan deserted their

cities. The example of Jabesh Gilead is enough to show this.
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in (S^ C. — 12. n^Sn-Sj idS-'I] lacking in C. which also changes the wording

of the rest of the verse to accord with its own omission of Bethshan, v.^°. —
i«3m] read DwaM (@ C.— or cns' isTi'ii] is lacking in C. On account of the

lack of precedent, Bu. proposes to read d::' n'? nsDM. The mourning how-

ever should be mentioned in connexion with the fasting at the end of the

next verse. And the separate mention of the bones which follows (note ^r\p•>^)

is inexplicable with the proposed reading. —• 13. napM . . . ^np•^^'] C. has only

n2|"iM. For '?;;*xn, C. has n^xn, a more general word, or perhaps less ob-

noxious (if S;;'N is a sacred tree, as seems probable). The Hebrew name is

reproduced in the modern Arabic name a//i/, applied to the Tamarisk, cf. Post.

F/ora of Syria (1896), p. 166.

2 Sam. I. 1-27. David's reception of the news of Saul's

death.— An Amalekite brings news to Ziklag and gives a circum-

stantial account of the death of Saul, in which he claims to have

been instrumental. David and his men mourn for the death of

Saul and his men, and the messenger is put to death for having

laid hands on the Anointed of Yahweh. In addition to these

marks of grief, David composes an Elegy which is inserted in the

text, having been taken from the Book ofJashar.

The historical part of the chapter contains a separate and inde-

pendent account of the death of Saul. In I. 31 we are told ex-

pressly that Saul met his death by his own hand. Here the

Amalekite finds him suffering from extreme fatigue, but without

a wound, v.^. It seems impossible to reconcile the two accounts.

The easiest hypothesis is that the Amalekite fabricated his story.

But the whole narrative seems against this. David has no inkling

that the man is not truthful, nor does the author suggest it. The

natural conclusion is that we have here a document different from

the one just preceding. It strengthens our conviction to notice

that this narrative, with a very slight change in v.', continues the

account of David's experience at Ziklag without a break. It is

highly dramatic that after David's severe contest with Amalek, an

Amalekite should bring him the news of Saul's death. For this

writer, whose chief interest was in David, the story contains all

he cared to tell of the last days of Saul.

Budde in his text separates v.^ as a late insertion and vs.'^"-
^"'^^

as belonging to a different document. He succeeds thus in pro-

ducing a continuation of I. 31. But where the exscinded frag-

ments belong it is impossible to see. They continue nothing that
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precedes, and they prepare for nothing that follows. They may

be a mere editorial embellishment, but such a hypothesis should

not be urged if we can get along without it.

1. The ambiguity of the data shows that the verse has been

remodelled to make it connect this chapter with what precedes.

The original author evidently made David remain in Ziklag two

days after his return from smiting the Amalekites. The editor

inserted the reference to the death of Saul. — 2. On the third day

there came a ma/i'] the Rabbinical commentators make him to

have been Doeg, or his son, or the son of Agag.— IVith his clothes

rent and earth upon his head'\ like the other bearer of bad tidings,

I S. 4^-.— 3, 4. On hearing that the man has escaped from the

camp of Israel, David asks him : Ho7v was the affair ?] cf. i S. 4^^

The reply is similar to that of the messenger at Shiloh : The people

fledfrom the battle, and many of the people fell, and Saul and

Jonathan his son are dead^ the climax is reached in that in which

the hearer is most interested.— 5. David asks particularly con-

cerning the death of Saul and Jonathan : Ho%v dost thou know

that Saul a?idJonathan his son are dead ?— 6. As already pointed

out, the reply contradicts the account already given of the death

of Saul : / happejted to be on Mount Gilboa, and Saul was leaning

on his spear, and the chariots and horsemen drew near him~\ in

3i'^ it was the archers who got him in range.— 7. And he looked

behind him and saw me'\ Saul had been facing the enemy but now

looked about for help.— 8. After calling the stranger, Saul says :

Who art thou ? To which the stranger makes the reply : / am
an Amalekite. The contradiction has thus become more glaring

;

Saul instead of appealing to his squire, who must have been near

his person, finds only one person within call. Instead of shrink-

ing from the abuse of the Philistine, he is willing to give himself

to be despatched by an equally despised enemy, an Amalekite. —
9. Saul's prayer : Stand over me, I pray, and slay me, for dizzi-

ness has seized me] the exhaustion of a man worn out with fight-

ing. The following clause is obscure; see the critical note.

—

10. So I stood over him and sleiv him for I knew that he could

not live after he had fallen'] an apology for his deed on the part

of the murderer. He also took Saul's croiuji and his armlet] sev-
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eral such are pictured on the arms of Assyrian monarchs.* For

the custom of kings to go into battle .in their regaha, notice the

account of Jehoshaphat and Ahab in i K. 22"" where Ahab's dis-

guising himself is an exception to the rule. — Atid brought them

to my lord herc'\ does not expressly state that the bearer regarded

David as the legitimate successor, but seems to imply it.—

11, 12. IJavid and his men mourn for Saul and Jonathan and for

the house of Israel, with the customary signs of grief— rending

the clothes, fasting, and weeping.— 13. To David's question con-

cerning his origin, the messenger replies : / am the son of an

Amalekite sojourner'] one who had taken up his residence in

Israel where he had the protection accorded to a client, but was

not in full citizenship. Of proselytes as we understand the word,

i.e., converts to the true religion, there is no trace in this early

period.— 14. David's question shows his indignation at any one's

(we may suppose a fortiori at a stranger's) putting out his hand

to destroy the anointed of Yahweh'] the sanctity of the king made

such an act sacrilege. The assassins of Ishbaal received similar

treatment to that recorded here, 4""^-, and for the reason here indi-

cated.— 15, 16. David has him slain by one of his soldiers and

justifies the act in the words : Thy blood be upon thy head because

thine own mouth testified against thee] the guilt of the man's

death rests upon himself because he deserves to die. Otherwise

it would rest upon David, cf. the case of Abner, y^ and also i K.
232. 33. 37

1. The natural construction of the verse as it stands is to make ui yi' Tni

a circumstantial clause and therefore parenthetical :
' It came to pass after the

death of Saul (David meanwhile had returned from smiting Amalek) that

David abode two days in Ziklag.' But it is doubtful whether this expresses

the sense of the author. What he means is that after reluming from Amalek,

David abode Iwo days in Ziklag before the message came. The infelicity of

the text shows editorial adaptation to the present context. The original begin-

ning of the verse was probably in yi' ^-inx \tii simply. In this case, there is

no reason why it may not have continued 30-".— ,"1':';:".")] should be ''|i'?D>,'n

(so 6 MSS.) with S or pVcy with (SIL. — 2. For Doeg as the messenger, S'chm.

refers to Isaaki, and for the son of Agag to Auctor Anliq. Bill, qui /also

Philo fuisse dicitur, Doeg is also given by Pseudo-Hieronymus, Questiones.

— 3'Jd] is read by (5 ouc, but ?^ is preferable (We.). — 4. dj"-i;'n] another

* Nestle, MargiitaHc)!, p. i6.
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case of ntt'N in the sense of >::, 1 S. 152", cf. Davidson, Syntax, § 146, R. 2. —
inci] is omitted by (@^S, perhaps rightly; (S^ inserts: Ka\ anedavtv kuI 'S.aovA.

— 6. <nnpj Nipj] evidently the two forms are intended to be from the same

root, cf. 20I.— Dit:nDn •''?>'3i] we read nowhere else of masters of the horsernen,

and (S omits h-;2 here, unless ol iinrdpxaL covers both words. Everywhere else

we iind a^uns joined with 2d-\. Possibly some one started to write a'');n "'Sya

(Gen. 49-^) and afterwards discovered a^ttna in his text.— inp^in] strictly

means that they had already overtaken him.— 8. -ic«''i A't. : ->cni Qre. The

latter is necessary.— 9. '>''?•;'] implies that Saul had sunk down— which ought,

however, to be distinctly expressed.— ya-^'n] occurs nowhere else, and the

meaning is doubtful : (tkStos Seiuov <3 possibly a corruption of aKOTSdivos =
dizziness* The same idea seems to be expressed by xjiix <S (cf. Nestle, Mar-

ginalien, p. 16 and reff.) : angustiaelL, xn^nn © suppose .Saul overcome by

terror. Modern interpreters are represented by Th. who renders cramp, and

Kl. who accepts giddiness. Schmid supposes the sentence to mean my
armour prevents me, i.e., from carrying out my purpose to kill myself. This

interpretation is due to the theory that Saul had attempted suicide, but the

sword had been turned aside by his coat of mail, so that the blow was not

fatal.

—

•'•VQi niy"^3"''3] is unusual. It is supposed to be by hypallage for

^.^flj So"^1p"^^ (Ges. HWB^'^.s.v. '?3). But the only analogies cited are Job 27^

and Hos. 14^, the latter of which has a corrupt text. It is doubtful moreover

whether the sense supposed

—

for yet my life is whole within me— is appro-

priate. I think more likely that Saul means to give a reason for his dizziness,

in which case we might suppose •'Z'qi nnSo 13 : for my strength is consumed,

that is, I am utterly exhausted, cf. Ps. 84^, where, to be sure, the soul is con-

sumed with desire. Graetz (^Gesch. d. fuden, I. p. 224) proposes to read S3

for '^r.— 10. iSflj] on the pointing cf. Ges.^^ 61 b; the word must mean Saul's

falling to the earth, showing that he had sunk down in his exhaustion.— irj]

of the royal crown 2 K. ii^^.— mysNi] occurs only here and Num. 31^^ but

m;jx. Is. 3^*, is another form of the same word. We. and Dr. propose to read

myxn here also, as the article seems required by the following ^rN. Nestle's

objection that the king may have worn several bracelets does not remove the

difficulty, for one of his bracelets would not be expressed by the construction

in the text.— 11. v-[i22 Qre, is sustained by the following plural suffix.

—

12. '"\-"i "2 hy^ nin> ay h•;^] is tautology and is relieved by (^ which reads for

the first clause and over the people offudah. But probably even then one

clause is an interpolation.— 13. "\j] cf. Bertholet, Die Stellung der Israeliten

und der fuden zu den Fremden ( 1 896), pp. I, 29.— 16. For ^>D^ the Qre

commands iot as in i K. 2^^. The Kthib however is justified by 2 S. 3"^^.

Cf. 13 rni. Lev. 20^, etc., and ia iDi, Ezek. 33^.

17-27. David's dirge. — The author here inserts a poem on

the death of Saul and Jonathan which he ascribes to David, and

* Trendelenburg, cited by Schleusner, Nov. Thesaurus, V. p. 62.

S
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which he avowedly takes from a book older than his own. The

composition is just what it purports to be— a lament on the death

of Israel's heroes. How arc the mighty fallen is the refrain at the

end of the opening tristich, which recurs also within the poem,

and again at the close. After announcing his theme, the author

deprecates the spread of news which will cause the enemy to

rejoice. He then pronounces a curse upon Mount Gilboa, the

scene of so cruel an event. With v." he takes up the panegyric

of the departed warriors— swifter than eagles, stronger than lions.

He exhorts the daughters of Israel to lament over Saul, whose

generosity they had often experienced in the distribution of the

booty. And in conclusion he gives vent to his own personal

bereavement in the loss of Jonathan.

There seems to be no reason to doubt the genuineness of the

poem. One negative reason in its favour seems to be of over-

whelming force : it has no rehgious allusion whatever. The strong

current of tradition which early made David a religious hero, ren-

ders it improbable that any one should compose for David a poem

which contains no allusion to Yahweh, to his relation to Israel, or

to his care for Israel's king. A similar argument is the absence

of any allusion to the strained relations which had existed between

Saul and David. That David should show true magnanimity in

the case is not surprising. But it would hardly be human nature

for an imitator not to make at least a veiled allusion to David's

experience at the court of Saul and during his forced exile. With

these negative indications we must put the absence of any positive

marks of a late date. There seems to be absolutely nothing in

the poem which is inconsistent with its alleged authorship.

The text of the poem has unfortunately suffered in transmission,

and in some parts it cannot be restored with certainty. For the

most part it is written in verses of four accents. Its logical divi-

sions are indicated in the outline already given.

17-27. A translation is given by Herder, Geisi der Ebr'dischen Poesie,

3 Aufl. (Leipzig, 1825), II. p. 289 f. Justi inserts also in this edition his

own translation, with a reference to his Nationalgesange der Ilebr'der as well

as his Bltimen althehrdischer Dichtkimst, neither of which I have seen.

Translations are given also by E. Meier, Poet. Nationalliteratur d. Hebr.

p. 123; Ewald, Dichter des Alien Btmdes, I. p. 149 f.; Graetz, Gesch. d.
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Jtiden, I. p. iid^i.; Stade, GVI. I. p. 259; GASmith, Geog. p. 404 f. The

consensus of recent scholars is in favour of the genuineness of the poem.

17. David sang this dirge\ as he sang a dirge over Abner, 3'^

;

the same phrase Ezek. 32^*^.— 18. The first half-verse is perfectly

plain so far as the words are concerned, but in their present place

they are wholly incongruous : And he said to teach the chihiren of

Judah the bow. In the first place if the author meant that David

commanded something he would have said so. Secondly, the

information that he commanded to teach the use of the bow (AV.)

is irrelevant. The song of the bow (RV.) is equally out of place

unless it means this song, which some indeed suppose. But it is

a strange procedure for the author to tell us that David com-

manded to teach the song of the bow without letting us know that

this means the song before us. And why did he not say simply

this song or this dirge, which would have been perfectly clear?

We can do nothing with the text as it stands, and the efforts of

the commentators only bring the difficulty more clearly into relief.

The versions give only slight help. The word rendered bow is

omitted by (©. But this does not heal the difficulty. The only

thing certain seems to be that the half-verse represents the open-

ing words of the dirge with the introductory phrase : And he said.

By a conjecture which will be discussed in the critical note, I

suppose the next following words to have been : Weep, O Judah !

The second half of the verse : Behold it is written in the Book of

Jashar'] is a marginal note which has crept into the text. The
Book of Jashar is mentioned Jos. 10^^, and was possibly also cited

in the original of i K. 8^^, in both cases as authority for a poetical

quotation.

18. P'Vp mini "ija IDS'? ioxm] there is no reason why the author should

not say isn if he meant that David commanded something. We expect also

^:^•p^-nN instead of the simple ns'p. But the great difficulty is the irrelevancy

of the passage in this connexion— between the announcement of the dirge

and the dirge itself. The Jewish expositors do not see the difficulty. Isaaki

says simply :
" David said, now that the mighty men of Israel have fallen, it is

necessary that the Children of Judah learn war and draw the bow." Kimchi

supposes that David encouraged his followers by reminding them that Judah

was armed with the bow. Among Christian commentators, Grotius interprets

that the song was to be sung during the martial exercises of the soldiers;

which of course has no foundation in the text. Schm. translates idnm
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inscripsitque, and makes the rest of the clause a title, similar to the titles of

the Psalms! These ingenious examples show the impossibility of making any-

thing of the present text. The versions seem to have had what we have, except

that @ omits ns'p; but this leaves us pretty much where we were before.

Ew. conjectures au'p for ncp translating, he coinnianded to teach the children

of Israel accurately. Conceding that this translation is possible, it does not

relieve the main difficulty, and the same is true of Th.'s emendation of the

same word to oti'p for which he cites Is. 21''. GASmith changes to nirp and

regards the whole clause as a gloss. But why should a glossator get it into

his head that David not only sang the nj-p but that he had it taught? Such

pains is unexampled, and the glossator can have supposed it possible only

because there was already corruption of the text of which he had to make

sense. Perles (^Analekten zur Textkritik, p. 21) thinks n:rp the result of

abbreviation, '7iNa> rj^i having been shortened to 'i'p and then read T\'vp. He
also supposes these words an insertion. We. has a theory to account for na'p.

He thinks a glossator explained a^'^inan in v.^ by putting in the margin h';i

nii'p, and that one half of the gloss crept into v.** and the other half into this

verse, which may have stood in the corresponding line of the second column

of the page. This is more ingenious than convincing.

Of all the authors I have found, Klostermann is the only one who seems to

have made a start towards the right solution. He sees and says that ncN''i

must introduce the poem; and as soon as this is pointed out, every one must

recognize the correctness of the observation. Whatever we do with the rest

of the verse, this must have been the original force of n^Nn— it immediately

preceded the text of the poem. The second half of the verse is therefore a

later insertion, which indeed its wording makes very probable. The words

following -\cs"'i represent the opening verse of the dirge. Kl. (followed by

Bu. in his text) supposes the original reading to have been mirp mini t3
which Kl. translates : Receive, O Judah, cruel tidings. But it is doubtful

whether this is good Hebrew.

It is altogether probable that the word now represented by 'J3 was origi-

nally parallel to the lasyn which (as we shall see) must be restored in the

next verse. But if so the natural emendation is '33. An entirely appropriate

opening of the dirge would be
mini 133

^vrvv^ •'3SV''

After ^33 had become corrupted to iJ3 the other words may have been inserted

to make some sort of sense. On the other hand, according to the measure

which prevails throughout the poem, we should expect six words in this couplet

instead of four, and the two words which we still lind there may be corrupt

representatives of the two which we desire. But, as to their original form, I

have not any probable conjecture to offer.

19. The received text has : TJie Gazelle is slain, or : The beauty

is slaiti] but either word is inappropriate. The gazelle is a fleet
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but shy animal, distinguished for a grace and beauty which we

think of as feminine. Saul and Jonathan are later said to be

swifter than eagles. But the eagle hastes to the prey, while the

gazelle flees from the pursuer. One comparison is as inappropri-

ate as the other is apt. Nor is the abstract beauty any better, for

the word here used is never used of the glory which is given by

strength. (§ found a verb, and following its hint so far as to

restore a verb here we may read : Grieve, O Israel ! The next

following words must then be made a clause by themselves : On
thy heights are the slain. It is too long for the metre in the

present text. The refrain— How are the mighty fallen /— recurs

below, as has been already pointed out.

19. i3sn] is defended by Dr., though he finds it a little singular. In fact

the word is nowhere used with reference to a man, and it would be strange if

Saul's beauty were made his characteristic here, when we nowhere else hear

of it. His manly strength indeed we might find it well to mention, but this

would not be the term chosen. The flower of Israel's army might perhaps be

described as here, though even this is without analogy. The gazelle is, of

course, out of the question. Asahel is indeed compared to one of the gazelles,

2^^, but we are expressly told that the point of the comparison is his swiftness

of foot. (5-^^ (TT7)\o}(Tov and (5^' aKpi^aaai both seem to render •'^''sn. On the

ground of this, Kl. conjectures ''JXi'n which commends itself; the feminine

form being chosen because Israel is the mother of the fallen heroes. TP03
should be pointed to agree with this.— ^'?n] rendered as a plural by (51L, is

collective.

20. Tell it not in Gath, make it not known in the streets of Ash-

keloii] representative Philistine cities. The paronomasia of the

first clause is repeated in Mic. i^".— 21. Moujitains of Gilboa !

May no dew descend ; and may no rain fall upo?i you, ye fields of

death ! For the conjecture on which this translation is based see

the note. The common text is unintelligible.— For there was

cast away the shield of heroes, the shield of Saul not anointed

with oil'] the shield instead of being polished and cared for by

its owner is left to rust or rot in the field. The text however is

not free from difficulty.

21. j?2Sj3 nn] is suspicious because Gilboa was the name of the mountain

ridge itself, not of the district. We should probably read ;j3Sjn nn, favoured

by (gi'IL. Kl. proposes to restore yaSj onn de desolate, Gilboa !— an extremely

attractive conjecture. SiD'Vn seems to require a verb, /utJ viaoi O'^: yJr\ Kara^^
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(S'^B. insert therefore ti\ The Arab poet also prays that no dew or rain may

fall on the place where the heroes have fallen (We., Skizzen, I. p. 139).

—

nicnn niri] is unintelligible: fields of offerings have no place in the context,

the 1 is useless, and the form nir suspicious, (g^ opy] Qavirov is probably right

in reading the last three letters as the word mc. In that case, the simplest

expedient is to restore the accredited nnir and to put the article for the two

letters not accounted for— nion TWVtf is not very remote from the text and

gives a satisfactory sense. Bu. conjectures nisnn r\-vv referring to Jd. 9^^

which is however itself corrupt (cf. Moore on the passage). It would be

better to read moTn with Jer. 14^* Kt.; fields of deceit fit the context fairly

well, and the same meaning is got by Kl. who proposes niDi T\\^v, GASmith

reads nicina ii:i'i; Graetz makes nicnn nr, equivalent to mty >cnD Jd. 5^^.

The variety of suggestions (and the number might easily be increased) shows

the difficulty of the reading.— n^'tr'D iSa] is usually understood to apply to the

shield, in which case we should read nvi'D which is found in 23 Heb. MSS.

and some early editions. We. independently conjectured this to be the true

reading. Graetz proposes n''!:'D ''?o : the iveapon of the anointed. IL makes

the words refer to Saul quasi non uncttcs, and this was adopted in AV. The

reference to the shield was understood by (g, and by some of the Rabbinical

expositors. Budde makes a new verse begin with this clause, translating : N'ot

anointed with oil, but with the blood and fat of slain warriors, lies now the

shield of Saul upon the battlefield. See the note on the next verse.

22. Saul has been introduced by the mention of his shield in

the preceding verse. This leads up naturally to a panegyric of

him and his heroic son. The devouring sword of Saul is paralleled

with the equally insatiable bow of Jonathan : From the blood of

the slain, from the fat of heroes, the bow ofJonathan turned not

back, and the sword of Satil returned not empty\ the figure seencis

entirely appropriate ; and there seems, moreover, no reason to

change the order of the clauses.

22. cn^j j'^no a^SSn anc] as noticed above, Bu. (and similarly Kl.) makes

these words define the contrast between Saul's shield as it now lies, and its

former state — instead of being carefully oiled and polished, it is smeared with

the blood and fat of the slain. But with jctro we should certainly expect ai3,

and the change to another preposition is inexplicable. While we might allow

the blood to smear the shield, it is hard to picture the fat of the slain as part

of the polluting medium. On the other hand, the usual figure of the sword as

a devouring monster certainly allows us to think of it as satiated with the fat

as well as the blood of its victims. Retention of the usual connexion and

order of the clauses therefore seems to be more satisfactory than any change

yet suggested.— Jiir:] an unusual spelling. The commoner form jidj is found

in some MSS.
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23. The two heroes shared a common fate: Saul and Jo7ia-

than, the beloved and the lovely'] cf. Cant, i^^— In life and in death

they were not divided] this seems to be the natural connexion and

sense of the passage.— They were swifter than eagles'] the speed

of the bird of prey is noted elsewhere, Hab. i^ The vehemence

of its attack is the point of the comparison, cf. Jer. 4^1 — They

were stronger than lions] Jd. 14^'^.

23. pvin] this seems to be the usual plural for ns, and does not mean
lionesses as distinguished from lions.

24. The women of Israel are reminded of their loss and called

upon to taeep over Saul As the women took the lead in public

festivities on joyful occasions, so it was they who lamented the

fallen when there was ceremonial mourning. They had special

reason when a warlike prince had fallen, for from his hand they

had received the spoil of the enemy : 7i'ho clothedyou with scarlet

and fine linen. The two articles of luxury belong together,

Luke 16^''. For iht golden fewels with which he decked them, cf.

Jer. 43«.

24. no3 with Sx is not common, but cf. Ezek. 27^'. We should perhaps

read '^3; with 10 MSS.— a''ny a;] ivifh dainties is the natural meaning of the

words, but the construction is harsh, and 3^ is obliged to insert a;*? S"'jici. It

seems better to emend with Graetz {Gesch. d.Jtiden, I. p. 192) reading D^jno o>,

cf. Jd. 14^- Is. 3--^. 'i;* is collective as in Ex. t,"^.

25. The lament over the fallen is followed by David's expres-

sion of personal bereavement. Repeating the refrain : How are

the mighty fallen in the battle, he makes special mention of Jona-

than. Unfortunately, this half of the verse is hopelessly corrupt.

The received text gives : Jonathan on thy heights is slain. But

the pronoun must refer to Israel in order to make sense, and

Israel has not been mentioned since the opening distich. No one

of the various conjectures which have been brought forward seems

free from difficulty.

25. If the first half of the verse stood alone we might suppose it to contain

the lament which the women are to chant. For this reason Kl. emends by

changing the words n::n'?!:n -|in3 into ncna -h:^ n^x^i a variant of which he

supposes now to stand at the end of the dirge (where (§L reads 4Tri0u/j.riTd for

ncn'r'c). But if this be original, it is hard to account for the corruption.
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Graetr corrects pjini to Snt^'^ which would give a good sense in itself consid-

ered. But the opening of v.^^ would then be very abrupt. We. points out

that several Greek codd. read eis divaTov fTpav/j.aTia0r]{s) ((S'-' adds ifj-oi)

which would allow us to restore n';'yn mo''. Kl. goes further, suggesting

:

"js r^^n inica, in thy death I too am wounded, while Bu. reads in his text

S'?n inica 'J*^, my heart is wounded in thy death. The last is less remote

from the received text, but none can be regarded as convincing.

26. A burst of grief at the recollection of what Jonathan's

friendship had been. It seems necessary to disregard the accents

and arrange the words as a tristich :

I am in anguish for thee, my brother, Jonathan !

Thou wert delightsome to me— exceedingly 'wonderful

!

Thy love for me was beyond the love of women.

We thus conform to the metre of the rest of the composition.

The love of women which the poet has in mind may be supposed

to include both the love of the bride for her husband and the love

of the mother for her son.— 27. The refrain is here completed

by the additional clause : Atid the weapons of war fefishcd

/

The parallelism suggests that the weapons of war are Saul and

Jonathan themselves (Dr. from Ewald).

26. nrN^3j] on the form as here pointed cf. Ges.^^ 75^''- The text may

not be sound, but no acceptable emendation has yet been proposed. Kl.

points out that the termination would cause us to read .t^nSt:, thou wert

wonderful, an emphatic repetition of nc>j, and although this is without

analogy, so far as I discover, it is probably the best we can do with the

present text. Bu.'s nxSflj taken adverbially would require the ixn to follow.

— 27. ncn'?cn] ini6vfj.riTd is found in (5^ as noted above. It seems to be

taken from Theodotion (cf. Field, //ex. Origenis).

The following translation is designed simply to embody the results of the

foregoing inquiry.

I.

18. Weep, O Judah!

19. Grieve, O Israel

!

On thy heights are the slain;

How are the mighty fallen !

II.

20. Tell it not in Gath;

Publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon !

Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice;

Lest the daughters of the uncircuniciscd be glad.
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21. Mountains of Gilboa ! May no dew descend

Nor rain upon you, fields of death !

For there was cast away the shield of heroes,

The shield of Saul not anointed with oil.

22. From the blood of the slain,

From the fat of heroes.

The bow of Jonathan turned not back.

And the sword of Saul returned not empty.

23. Saul and Jonathan, the beloved and the lovely !

In life and in death they were not divided.

They were swifter than eagles,

They were stronger than lions.

24. Daughters of Israel, weep over Saul

!

Who clothed you with scarlet and fine linen,

Who put golden jewels upon your clothing.

25. How are the mighty fallen

In the midst of the battle !

III.

Jonathan .....
26. I am distressed for thee, Jonathan, my brother

!

Thou wert delightsome to me— exceeding wonderful!

Thy love to me was beyond the love of women.

27. How are the mighty fallen.

And the weapons of war perished !

2 SAMUEL II.-XXIV. DAVID THE KING.

This is the third part of the Books of Samuel, as now con-

structed. The composite nature of the history has been indicated

in the Introduction, as has the fact that the main source continues

into I Kings.

Chapters II.-IV. The Kingdom of Hebron.— The account

seems to continue immediately the story broken off (for the in-

sertion of the Dirge) at i^®.

II. l-4a. David becomes king of Hebron.— After this, that

is, after receiving the new# of Saul's death, David asked of

Yahwe/i] i S. 23- 30^ In the account here given, David's first
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question is in the usual direct form, the second asks for a specific^

name. But probably the name was obtained by a process of \

exclusion like that used in discovering a person by lot. Hebron \

was in fact indicated by its position, and the oracle could hardly J
go astray. It was the well-known chief city of Judah, or rather of

Caleb, Jd.
1'°-° Jos. 15". The writer counts it to Judah, Caleb

having already become a clan of that tribe. David went up to it

from Ziklag which lay lower down.— 2, 3. David brought up his

household and his men with their families, and they dwelt in the

citadel of Hebron'\ the received text has : in the cities of Hebron,

which can hardly be correct. — 4. And the 7nen ofJudah ca?ne

and anointed David there as king over the house of Judah'] the

sovereignty would not be legitimate unless confirmed by the

Sheikhs of the clans. How much choice they had in the matter

is difficult to say. The master of a devoted band of seasoned •

soldiers was a dangerous man to reject. On the other hand, the

public defence was hkely to be well attended to by such a man,

and David had always been well disposed towards his own people.

That he continued to acknowledge the suzerainty of Achish seems

almost certain, from the fact that the Philistines allowed him to

extend his kingdom so far as he did.

1. The name ]n3n possibly means confederacy, and the other name given

to the city—-Kirjath-Arba— may indicate the fact that the town was originally

settled by various clans who made an alliance; cf. Moore on Jd. i^^ with his

references. The cohabitation of various Arab tribes in Medina is a parallel

instance. GASmith {^Ceog. p. 318) thinks the ancient city lay on a hill to the

northwest of the present site.— 3. vrjNi] the suffix is superfluous; read

Dia'jsm with (g^. It is possible that the text of "- 3 was originally shorter.—
p-\2n i-»>'3] is supposed to mean in the towns in the district of which Hebron

was the centre. These dependent places however are called elsewhere anxn,

or else the daughters of the chief city, and there is no clear parallel to nj;

pn3n. It seems better therefore to read pn3n -\^;3 and take ^^•) in its primary

sense of fort or citadel, cf. 5"- ». There is no reason why David's procedure at

Hebron should differ from that at Jerusalem.

4b-7. David's message to the Gileadites. — The fragment ob-

viously presupposes i S. 31, and seems to continue that narrative

directly, for 31'^ is abrupt in its ending and requires something

further. In that case, this documei^ had an account of David's

anointing.— 4. The Hebrew as it stands does not make sense.
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They told David of the men of Jabesh Gilead, which is probably

the intention of the author, would require a different order. —
5. David blesses them because they had done this kindness to their

lord. The burial of the dead is an act of piety.— 6. In addition

to invoking Yahweh's blessing on them, David promises : / also

will do you good because you have done this thing] the text must

be emended in a single word.— 7. The times call for courage on

their part : Foryour lord Saul is dead and me the house ofJudah

have anoiftted kifig over them~\ so that I am kept at a distance from

you for the present, seems to be the implication.

4b. The sentence, as it stands, is incomplete : Tkey told David, saying :

The men ofJabesh Gilead who buried Saul. Precisely as in English, a predi-

cate should follow; but the present text leaves us in the lurch. The English

version : The ?nen ofJabesh Gilead were they that buried Saul would require

the insertion of ncn at least. (S'^ translates as if it had ncn instead of irx;

(S^ transfers "xv^, making it follow ICN*^, while S omits irx. Bu. does the

same on conjecture but does not profess to regard the resulting text as origi-

nal. Kl. proposes to read mN"'?>" for icnS, cf. Gen. 26^-. I should think

nisa'~nN equally appropriate— they told David the names of the men. But

the insecurity of our footing is evident. — 5. ii:'js] ©^ has -fiyiyu/ufvovs (rtye/Lio-

vas ^) representing "i'?;'3, cf. Jd. 9^1 ((S^). For n'n -lonn (g-^ (B is lacking

here) has rh eKeos rov deov which is perhaps original; (H^ omits r\;n. —
6. HNrn naian] seems difficult. If it refer to the present embassy (perhaps

with a gift) we should expect the verb to be in the other tense. Kl. makes

nr>'x a cohortative : let vie show you this friendliness. But a king would

hardly take this tone. It is best therefore to change PNtn to nnn as is done

by We. (Dr., Bu.).— 7. DJ1] naturally introduces a reason of the same kind

with that which had preceded, and this can only be that the administration of

Judah keeps David just now from coming to the assistance of Gilead.

II. 8-rV. 12. The reign of Ishbaal.— Ishbaal, the only surviv-

ing son of Saul, becomes king over North Israel. The chief sup-

port of his throne is Abner, Saul's general. In the war carried

on between the two Israelitish powers, David is the gainer. Ish-

baal hastens his own downfall by his resentment at Abner's

encroachments on the prerogative. Abner agrees to deliver the

kingdom to David, but is murdered in blood revenge by Joab.

Ishbaal, deprived of his chief officer, falls by the hand of assassins.

But when these come to David expecting a reward, they are treated

as the murderer of Saul had been treated.
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The piece is homogeneous, except some brief interpolations

which will be noticed in the course of the exposition. The most

extensive is 3-"^. The document from which the section is taken

seems to be the same from which we have the full account of

David's reign in 9-20.

8-11. Abner places Ishbaal on the throne.— The opening part

of the paragraph is necessary to the understanding of what follows.

Not so with ^"^ and '\ two chronological statements such as else-

where belong to the final redaction of the book.— 8. The verse

follows I S. 3i'\ After the death of Saul, we naturally inquire

what became of his kingdom. As fitted to the present place it

tells us that Abner had taken Ishbaal and brought him over to

Mahanaini'] the name Ishbaal has been mutilated to Ishbosheth to

suit the squeamishness of the scribes. Mahanaini, an ancient

sanctuary, was later David's refuge when driven out of his capital.

It is mentioned in connexion with Jacob's wanderings, immediately

after the treaty with Laban, Gen. 32^ This account brings it into

connexion with the Jabbok, and from 2 S. 18-^ we infer that it

cannot have been far from the Jordan valley. It is not yet clearly

identified in any modern site.— 9. Ishbaal's kingdom included

nearly all Israel— all north of Jerusalem and all east of the Jor-

dan : Gilcad, the well-known transjordanic district, and the Ashe-

rite, north of the Great Plain, Jd. i^^*", and Jezrcel, and Ephraim,

and Benjamin, and [in fact] all Israel. The original narrative

continued by adding ^"''
: only the house of Judah followed David.

The extent of Ishbaal's kingdom is confirmed by the fact that the

battle, an account of which follows, was fought at Gibeon, and

further by the fact that a late writer would have reduced its pro-

portions and have given more of it to David. The Philistine

occupation of the country was maintained to an extent sufficient

to secure their sovereignty, and it is probable that both Ishbaal

and David were their tributaries.* That their vassals should

weaken each other by war was, of course, according to the wish

of the Philistines.— 10. The first half-verse is an endeavour to

introduce a scheme of chronology, like i S. 13^ The data are

suspicious. Ishbaal could hardly have been forty years old, and

* Cf. Kamphausen, " Philister und Hebraer," in the 7.ATW. VI. pp. 43-97-
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it seems altogether likely that he reigned more than two years.—
11. Another insertion possibly occasioned by '°% as though the

redactor in speaking of the length of Ishbaal's reign felt it neces-

sary to add something concerning David. It could hardly escape

notice however that the two verses are inconsistent. The reign of

Ishbaal virtually coincided in length with David's reign at Hebron.

The hypothesis that Abner was five years in reconquering the ter-

ritory of Saul is untenable, for in any case Ishbaal must count his

reign from the death of Saul, whose legitimate successor he was.

On the other hand, that five years elapsed after the death of Ish-

baal before the tribes acknowledged David, is contrary to all the

indications of the narrative. The length of David's Hebron reign,

as given here, coincides with the datum in 5^, and we have no

reason to doubt its correctness.

8. nao'w'nx] The man of shame would be no name to give a son, espe-

cially a king's son. There can be no doubt that the original name is preserved

to us in the form ^'^iz'^, i Chr. 8^' 9^^. We find traces of the original form

in some MSS. of @ and I in this passage also. The reluctance of the later

Jews to pronounce the name Baal led to the substitution of niio for it, even

in proper names. Another method was taken with this name in i S. 14*^.

As we see from Jerubbaal, the name Baal was, in the early period of Israel's

history, applied without scruple to Yahweh, cf. Moore, Judges, p. 195.

—

aijns] iK. T^s Trape/j.^oXyjs (5 : per castra iL. That a proper name is intended

is certain. A number of transjordanic names have the (apparent) dual end-

ing: Eglaim, Kirjathaim, and others. For the location we may note that

Jacob passed Mahanaim before he reached Penuel on his way from Syria to

Canaan, and that Penuel lay at the fords of the Jabbok. Josh. i32«-30 makes

Mahanaim a point on the boundary line of Gad and the eastern Manasseh.

But none of these indications are sufficient to identify the exact spot. Mahne
or Mihne mentioned by Buhl (^Geog. p. 257) from Seetzen and Merrill (Across

the Jordan, p. 433 ff.) seems to lie too far from the Jordan valley to meet the

requirements of 2 S. 18.— 9. ni;:'Nn] of a clan of this name we have a trace

in Gen. 25^. But they were evidently Bedawin and not likely to come under

Ishbaal. The Israelite tribe ^-s-vht^ seems to fit the case. Th., following Ew.,

adopts nvi'jn, which is supported by S and some MSS. of IL. It seems

doubtful however whether the Geshurites, who had a king of their own at

about this time, 3^, could have been under Ishbaal. The tribe of Asher is

found in this verse by Pseudo-Hieronymus, Questiones in Libros Regum.

Notice the way in which Vx and S;? are used together in this verse. The

original writer must have used S;? throughout.— 10, 11. The authorities are

pretty well united in the supposition that wa. 11 are redactional insertions.
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12-17. The battle of Gibeon.— One of the battles between

the soldiers of the two Israelite monarchs is related in detail.

The reason for the choice of this particular one is its bearing on

the later history— in its sequel. It is commonly assumed that

Abner was the aggressor. But as the battle took place on Ben-

jamite territory, where if anywhere Ishbaal's claim was valid, it

seems more probable that David's men were acting on the offen-

sive. David was seeking to extend his kingdom to the north of

Judah. His piety towards Saul would not necessarily cause him

to spare his successor. The account of the battle proper is very

brief.

12. Abner and the servants of Ishbaal'\ that is, the standing

army whose quarters were at the capital.— Gibeon was a well-

known Canaanite city whose inhabitants had a treaty with the

Israelites until the time of Saul. By the extermination of the

Canaanite stock, Saul made the city Benjamite. A village on

the ancient site still bears the name el- Gib.— 13. And Joab the

son of Zeruiah~\ who here appears for the first time as David's

General, a7id the servajits of David went out'] from Hebron as (H

correctly interprets.— And met them at the pool of Gibeon~\ a large

reservoir which still exists.— 14. Abner's proposition for a tourna-

ment is acceded to by Joab. Individual combats frequently pre-

cede the general engagement in oriental warfare.— 15, 16. The

tournament was held, with twelve champions for each side. Ex-

actly what took place is not easy to make out, but the result was

that they fell dead together. As in so many other cases the inci-

dent was commemorated by naming the place. The field was

called the Field of the Enemies. — 17. The battle which was thus

introduced was exceedingly severe. But the result was in favour

of David's men. The king himself does not seem to have been

present.

12. njyai] Va^aoi (S"^. The place is five miles west of north from Jerusa-

lem, cf. Robinson, RR'-. I. p. 455 f.— 13. 3NM>] Yalnvch is father, cf. Sn^in

and 3X^Sx.— iNi-"] (5 adds hi XeSpdv, adopted by Bu., l)ut the insertion is

more likely than the omission.— airj£3''i] does not necessarily mean (as Kl.

supposes) that the meeting was unexpected, cf. Ex. 4'-".— '\-fr\--'\ is superfluous,

and in fact impossible, after the suffix in aiUMD'i. Probably it is a corruption

of some word defining the circumstances— Kl. suggests 0''jn, camplug.— nio



II. 12-23 2/1

, . . htd] as in i S. 14*.— 14. ipnrii] used nowhere else of fighting. It

seems plain however that the proposition was to have a combat of picked men

as a prelude to the main battle. — 15. n^i'M] " of the individuals passing in

order before the teller" (Dr.).— C'inSi] omit the'i with (§5.— 16. A difficult

verse. The interpretation must proceed from in'' i'?s''i which most naturally

means they fell all together-, i.e., the champions fell dead, not the two armies

came into conflict as is supposed by Kl. The clause 'ui pinii will then describe

the action of the champions in the tournament : Each took hold of the head

of his fellow. But who is meant by his fellow ? We most naturally suppose

it to be his next neighbour of his own party. But as this gives no suitable

sense we are compelled to make in;?"i refer to each one's antagonist. The

next clause is difficult in either case : and his sword in the side of his fellow.

A verb seems required, as iprnn could not in itself mean that he struck his

sword into his fellow, defixit gladiiim IL. I suspect the corruption to be in

C'wsna as is alleged by KL, though I cannot accept his emendation. After ^^'1N

<@ inserts rf x^'p'^ probably correctly.— onsn] might be of the sharp knives

as is perhaps intended by the punctuation. The conjecture that (S twi'

iiriPovKccv goes back to anxn, first broached by Schleusner, and accepted by

Ew. and others, does not seem well founded. 'EtriSovkos nowhere occurs for

ns (or ms) but generally for j'J-', once for -(X. There is no question o( plotters

or liers-in-wait, but of determined enemies, which would be ansn.

18-23. The death of Asahel ; a single incident of the battle,

important for the prominence of the actors and for its sequel.—
18. The three sons of Zeruiah, nephews of David, were foremost

in the fight. Joab and Abishai have appeared in the earlier narra-

tive. Asahel seems to have been the youngest. He is described

as swi/t offoot like one of the gazelles which are in the field~\ the

gazelle lives in the open country. Swiftness was a prime quaUfi-

cation for the ancient warrior, cf. what is said of Saul and Jona-

than, i-^.— 19. Asahel's ambition was content with no less a prey

than Abner himself whom he followed steadily.— 20. Abner,

overtaken by his pursuer, but conscious of his own superiority,

is unwilling to fight with him. He first assures himself that it is

Asahel as he supposed.— 21. He then counsels him to be content

with an antagonist of lesser rank : Seize one of the young men and
take his sf)oil~\ trophy enough, without aspiring to the conquest

of the general.— 22. Abner makes a second attempt to dissuade

his pursuer : Why should I smite thee to the groimd ? And how
[in that case] could I lift tip my face to Joab thy brother ?'\ Abner

fears the blood feud which must follow.— 23. The only resource
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was to strike : And Abner smote him with a backward stroke in

the abdomen, and the spear came out at his back, and he felt there

and died in his phicc. /rhe remaincler of the verse seems to be

an erroneous supplement, inserted as a reminiscence from the

similar passage 20'" where alone such a standing still of the people

is in place.

18. SNnji'jj] similar names are "^x^ii'j; and 7\^VJ. A similar n in lixms Num.
I^'*. 0''2S the plural of >2'i; the same word is used of the mature gazelle in

Arabic.— 19. jicn"*?;?] where we should expect '?N'. But ^'i is repeated in

v.^'.— 21. ^'? naj] the dative of advantage is frequent in such connexion, as

in "iS niD of the following verse.— insSn] that which was stripped from the

slain. It was the natural law of war that the arms of the slain belonged to

the slayer. Such was IMohammed's ruling in his campaigns. The arms of

the hostile general would confer especial renown on their captor.— 22. ^'Nl

1JD Nw'n] a duplicate translation of ©'^ goes back to njQ nr "insi— obviously

the poorer text.— 23. n-jnn nnxo] is supposed to mean wzV// the butt of the

spear. It is doubtful however whether cnnN is so used, and it is further

doubtful whether the butt of the spear was ever so_ sharp that it would go

through a man, as here described. We. recognizes the difficulty, but has no

solution. Kl. proposes to read nijins which might describe the blow of a

man delivered backward, without turning to face his pursuer, but, of course,

with the point of the (reversed) spear. This is adopted by Bu. The conclud-

ing part of the verse disturbs the connexion and is regarded as an interpolation

by Kl., Bu. It also contradicts the account which follows.

24-III. 1. Conclusion of the battle.— A final stand is made

by the Benjamites, but when the attack is about to be made Abner

appeals for clemency, so that Joab draws off his men.— 24. The

pursuit lasted until sundown when the contending parties reached

tiie Hill of Ammah, mentioned nowhere else and unidentified.

The author endeavours to give the exact location, but we are unable

to follow him.— 25. There the Benjamites collected behind Abner

and made themselves a phalanx\ a close knot like the bunch of

hyssop, Ex. 1 2^-. That this was on the hill already mentioned is

evident, though not asserted in the present text. — 26. Abner's

appeal : Shall the sword devour forever ? Dost thou not know

that the sequel 7vill be bitter ?~\ is directed to the consciousness of

common blood in the pursuers. The Bedawin still shrink from

the extermination of a clan, even in bitter feuds.— How long wilt

thou refrain from commanding the people to turn from the pursuit
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of their brethren ? The question is in effect a cry for quarter.—
27. Joab, though ruthless, is not altogether without conscience.

He would have kept up the pursuit all night unless Abner had

spoken, but now he will relent. — 28. He therefore gives the sig-

nal and the fighting is stayed.— 29. Abner and his men marched

in the Arabah all that night and crossed the Jordan and went

through the whole Bithron'\ or Ravine, doubtless the proper name
of one of the side valleys up which Mahanaim was situated.—
— 30. At the muster of Joab's troops, there were missifig nineteen

men besides Asahel^ who receives special mention on account of

his prominence.— 31. The loss on Abner's side— 360 men—
shows that the experienced warriors of David were opposed in the

main by untried men. Saul's old soldiers (of his body-guard) had

perished with their master.— 32. The next day was occupied in

the march to Bethlehem, where Asahel was duly buried in the sep-

ulchre of his father, and Joab continued his march through the

night so that day dawtied upon them in Hebron.— III. 1. Con-

cluding notice of this paragraph : The war was prolonged . . .

but David kept growing stronger, while the house of Saul kept

growing weaker.

24. The hill is described as nil nu "'JD"^).'. where nu is obscure and prob-

ably corrupt : (5^ has Val which might represent n-^i or •<•;. We. supposes nu
to have arisen by the erroneous duplication of the two preceding letters to-

gether with n from inin so that he restores "in •'jd ^7^ which is adopted by

Bu, He also proposes to read •^•i^z2 for -I2^;;. He thus locates the hill east

of (he road in the "wilderness of Gibeon. Nothing better has been proposed,

but it is remarkable that after so complete a rout, the forces had got no further

than the wilderness (or pasture land) of Gibeon. The original reading was

probably different.— 25. rnvX n;'3i] as the mention of the Hill of Ammah is

superfluous unless the rally took place upon it, we should probably restore

here nsN pj'jj with Ki., Bu. — 26. njnnNa] I have ventured to read njnnNn

with (@k— ^;r1] the i is omitted by S1L, but not by (5 as We. asserts. Hozv
long dost thou not command, where we should say : How long dost thou refrain

from commanding ?— 27. nS;'j] the verb is used of giving up the siege of a

city, Jer. 37^- 'i, cf. Num. \(fi^- '^. In this place (S avfBt) seems to have read

n'ryi; but the analogy of hypothetical sentences elsewhere favours |^.

—

28. The plain intimation is that the whole force was within hearing of the

commander's horn.— 29. laS'-i] the same verb with an accusative of the coun-

try traversed (as here) is found Dt. i^* 2'.— 30. npsii] cf. i S. 20I8.— SNn2>>'i]

is connected with the next verse by ©^ (or by the editor). It does not seem
T
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natural to make Asahel prominent in this way, to the ignoring of Joab and

Abishai, who must have been equally active in the combat.—-31. "'w'jNai] it is

difficult to make out whether the author wishes to make two classes of the

soldiers of Abner and the men of Benjamin. Probably not, in which case we
should read without i as <3 does.— inc] is incomprehensible, perhaps a mar-

ginal gloss which has crept into the text. (3^' omits it (so <S which inserts nn

at the end of v.^*^), while (S^ represents inx*^.— 32. an*? iTij] for which 9

MSS. (DeR.) have 'S n>3a and (g has iv B.— III. 1. nonN] of. Ez. 12^2

Jer. 29-^. The word seems better than n2'\n which was read by <&.

III. 2-5. David's family. — Before taking up the event which

brought Israel into David's hands, tlie compiler inserts the names

of the sons born to him in Hebron. They were six, from as many

wives.— Am7ion the first born, afterwards notorious, was the son

of Ahinoam mentioned above, i S. 2^'''^.— Chilcab, the son of

Abigail, bears a name which reminds us of his mother's blood.—
Absalom''s mother was a daughter of Talmai kiitg of Gcshur, a

small Aramaic kingdom, 15*^. — Adoiiijah is well known in the later

history, whereas Shephatiah is not again heard of. The same is

true of Ithrcam, the son of Eglah, who is curiously described in

the received text as the zvife of David. This cannot be original,

as all the others were equally wives of David. From the analogy

of Abigail, we expect here the name of her former husband, but

possibly the description was of a different kind.

2-5. The paragraph is placed by Bu. after 8^* and is followed in his text

immediately by 5^^^". It is in fact probable that the notices of David's family

belong together. Whether they ever stood at the end of S^* is doubtful.

—

2. nSii] for which Qre proposes yhv\. The Kt. is probably for n'?]'^, cf.

similar instances in Piel, Ges.-'' 69?^.— 3. axSj] may have some connexion

with the tribe Caleb.— SjonS] the form varies between Sj''3N and S1J12N.

—

-\i::m] is brought into connexion with Aram, not only 15^, but also i Chr. 2^3.

It is contiguous to Bashan Josh. 12^.— 4. n^jnx ^^ has'Opvia; (S^'Opi'eiA.

—

5. in r"'N] for which i Chr. 3" has inCN, is uncalled for. The name of a

former husband would be in place. It is difficult to see how such a name

could be replaced by David's, and it is possible that the woman was David's

relative within the degrees afterwards regarded as prohil)ited, his half-sister

for example. Such a marriage was regarded as regular so late as the time

of the Elohistic author of the life of Al^raham (Gen. 2.0'^'^'), and would have

given no offence in the time of David. Read therefore in ninx. The sins

of Jerusalem as enumerated l^y Ezekiel (22^1) include the humbling of one's

sister, showing that such marriages were entered into down to the time of the

Exile.
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6-39. Abner's negotiation with David and his death.—

Abner quarrels with his king on account of a concubine of Saul.

He opens negotiations with David looking to the transfer of

Israel's allegiance. To this end he visits Hebron. An agreement

is reached in the absence of Joab. This officer, on learning of

what has been done, recalls Abner and puts him to death in

revenge for the death of Asahel. David shows by his lament for

Abner, that he has no part in the murder.

The section seems to be generally regarded as homogeneous

;

only Bonk characterizes ^-'^^ as an interpolation. In fact the story

is over full and there is reason to suspect that two accounts have

been wrought into one. Verse ^" would join well to v.^ But the

division comes more naturally after v.^'-* than after v.^''. One of the

two accounts made Abner send to David by the hand of messen-

gers ; the other made him come in person. In the former docu-

ment his motive was simply the conviction that David was the man
of the future. The other gave the quarrel with Ishbaal as the

occasion.

6-11. The quarrel with Ishbaal. — Abner was conscious of

his own power, and trespassed upon the prerogative of the mon-

arch.— 6. While the war was going on, Abner zaas overbearing in

the iioicse of SaHl~\ as is shown by the instance which follows.—
7. Saul had a concubine whose name was Rizpah^ cf. 21*. The

custom of men of wealth and station to take wives of the second

rank is abundantly illustrated from the time of Abraham down.—
And Abner took her'] missing in |^, is necessary to the sense. It

is preserved in (f9^. Ishbaal protested : JVhy didst thou go in to

myfather"s concubine ? He was fully in the right. The son inher-

ited his father's wives with the rest of the estate. Abner invaded

the rights of the king as truly as if he had seduced any one of

Ishbaal's wives. To indicate assumption of the throne, Absalom

takes possession of his father's concubines, 16-', and the request

of Adonijah for Abishag rouses the wrath of Solomon on the same

grounds which provoke Ishbaal here. Arabic custom to the time

of Mohammed is well known, and the same seems to have pre-

vailed in Judah down to the Exile, cf. Ezek. 22'". — 8. The reply

of Abner is not a justification of his act but an assertion of his
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merits : A>n I a dog's head, I, who keep shozving kindness to the

house of Saul . . . a fid who have not delivered thee into the hand

of David, that to-day thou findest fault ivith me about a woman ?

The text is not altogether sound, but the thought is sufficiently

clear.

—

9,10. Abner swears to accomplish what Yahweh has

sworn to David— to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul,

and to establish David''s throne over Israel and over Judah from

Dan to Beersheba^ i S. 3"°.— 11. The weak Ishbaal was not able

to make any reply.

6. The first clause is an appropriate introduction to what follows. If it

immediately followed v.^ it would be superfluous, but that it did so follow is

not certain.— pinnc] the parallel cases of the verb with 3 would favour the

meaning strengthened himself in the house of Saul, that is, fortified his cause

by dependence upon the house of Saul, i S. 30^. But the weakness of the

house of Saul is against this rendering. It seems necessary therefore to inter-

pret the words of Abher's arrogance towards the king whose throne was sup-

ported by him— Abner regebat domus Saul IL.— 7. n^N".i3] an Edomite clan

bore the name nix, Gen. 362'*. Before -ic^ii iS^ inserts icaX eKa^ri" «"tV
'A&evv^p, and after the same word (3 inserts the name of the king, as do ^IL

and a few MSS. of |^. On the son's marrying the wife of his father cf.

W. R. Smith {^Kinship and Marriage, p. 89 f.), who calls attention to Well-

hausen's restoration of i Chr. 2^*, an emendation adopted by Kittel, in his

edition of Chronicles (^SBOT.^. Wellhausen's emendation is in his disserta-

tion De Gentibus et Familiis Judaeis (1870), p. 14, n. i. Cf. also Driver on

Dt. 23^ (= 22^*). — 8. 2'?D tj'isnn] the expression is not used elsewhere, but

seems intelligible without supposing a contemptuous reference to the clan

Caleb.— mvT''? irx] must qualify 3'^r, taking the place of an adjective— Am
I a Judahite dog's head? But the construction of what follows is thus ren-

dered more difficult, and there is reason to suspect that mini'^, which is not

represented in (S, is not original. Its insertion may be the work of a scribe

who interpreted the preceding word as referring to the tribe of Caleb as

though Abner asked: Am la Calebite captain, that is, a turbulentfreebooter ?

Omitting miniS we get a fairly good sense. — n^i'j'xj in the frequentative

sense. The house of Saul is defined so as to include his brothers and his

comrades. It is unnecessary to insert i before rn>s~'7N, as is done by some

MSS. of pj, by (5 and IL. The guilt of a zvoman (genitive of the object) is

evidently regarded as a trifle. We should read nrx with (5, so We., Bu., al. —
9. i'?-.-i.;'>'n] + iv Tj) ^/u/p? TouTj? © is adopted by We. and others, though the

sense seems good without it.

12-19. The return of Michal.— .-Xbner sends messengers to

David to treat for the submission of all Israel. David will enter
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on the negotiation only on the condition of the return of Michal

his wife. She is therefore brought back, and Abner speaks to the

elders of Israel with a view to making David king.

12-19. As remarked above, the section does not altogether agree with

what follows. In v.^i Abner promises that he will go and gather all Israel,

and they will make an agreement with David. It looks therefore as if

Abner's visit (v.2°) was the opening of negotiations, and there is no room for

^-^9, The latter is another representation of Abner's action, into which the

narrator inserted the account of the return of Michal. This also presents

difficulties. In v.^^ David stipulates that Abner shall bring her back. In v.^*

he sends for her to Ishbaal. In v.i^ Abner accompanies her as far as Bahurim,

but apparently not to Hebron. It is not unlikely that this account (vv.^^i^)

was originally continued in such a form as to make Abner's visit to David the

conclusion of the journey with Michal.

12. Abner sent messengers to David offerhig to turn all Israel

to him, if David would make a definite agreement with Abner.

The contents of the agreement are not told, but we may suppose

that it included personal advantages to Abner, as well as immunity

for past opposition. On some difficulties in the text, see the criti-

cal note.— 13. David stipulates first of all that Abner should

bring Michal when he comes to see him. The prohibition of the

Law, which forbade a man to take back a wife who had been

married to another, seems to have been unknown, cf. Deut. 24^"^.

The scrupulosity of the Jews is shown by the Rabbinical fancy

that Paltiel had not consummated his marriage with Michal.—
14. David sends messengers to Ishbaal with the demand : Give

me my wife Michal, whom I bought for a hundred foreskins of

the Philistines'] the reference to i S. i8^- ^' is obvious, but the pas-

sage knows nothing of David's paying double the price demanded

by Saul.— 15. Ishbaal sends and takes hex from her husband,

Paltiel ben LaisJi] to whom she was given by Saul, i S. 25^.

—

16. Her husband followed her weeping as he went as far as Bahu-

rim, a place near Jerusalem, 16'. Probably it was the last Ben-

jamite village on the road they were travelling. Here at Abner's

command he turned back.— 17. The account should naturally

tell of the completion of Michal's return. But it breaks off and

tells of Abner's activity among the elders of Israel. In the pres-

ent connexion we most naturally translate : And Abner's word
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had beeji wHJl the Sheikhs of Israel'] the implication is that he

had taken measures to change the allegiance of Israel before his

journey.— 18. After reminding them that they had already some

leanings towards David he adds the promise of God : Now act /

For Yahiueh has said to David : By the hand of David my servant

will 1 deliver my people Israel. It is idle to inquire what particular

promise is referred to.— 19. The prominent mention of Benjamin

is due to the fact that, as the tribe of Saul, it would be the most

difficult to move.

12. Iun'^ i'ix ^dS "^cnS innr>] is unintelligible and certainly corrupt. (@^

has simply els Xe^puv Xeyoov which looks like a conjectural emendation.

(gB has els @ai\aix ov ^v irapaxprtiJ.a \eywv, but what this represents is difficult

to say. That David was in Telam at the time seems to be the intention,

though elsewhere (g renders this name by liXiix. The other versions seem to

have had the received text before them. All are compelled (like the modern

expositors who try to make sense out of this text) to translate as though yivS

could stand for \'-\^r\ which is not the case. If Abner had meant to ask luhose

is the land? insinuating in manu mea est terra ut ad te transferam* he must

have said vi*<!^ ''O^- Even if this were the reading, the following icn'? would

be unaccountable. Of the proposals to emend the text, Kl.'s deserves mention.

He supposes the original to have been nnxS nxix ^dS nn'? innn Snt^^ no S3,

all the house of Israel is under my hand to give to whom I please rvhen I

say. The sentence would be an appropriate introduction to what follows.—
13. ijd'?"on •'D] is redundant, and ijd'^ is lacking in (5, which also reads HN^n,

adopted by Th., al. On the Rabbinical theory of Paltiel's self-control cf

Schm. The text gives no indication that he was not Michal's rightful

husband. David asserts his claim as one who had paid the purchase price,

and to this extent he had suffered wrong.— 15. c^n] the reading nv^v. on the

basis of <5 is now generally adopted. The omission of the suffix may have

been made intentionally by some legalistic scribe to disguise the fact that

Paltiel is called her husband.— Vx^u^^d] the fuller form of the name which

appears as ''a^D I S. 25**.— Z'h~\ B"iS Qre agrees with the form found else-

where.— 16. anna] elsewhere mentioned as on the road from Jerusalem to

the Jordan valley, 17I*.— 17-19. The verses anticipate the account which

follows. The intimation that the people had already for some time been

seeking David as king and the reference to the promise of Yahweh, indicate

a later hand than that to which we owe the main narrative.— j,'T,n] is to be

changed to y^ti'iN with 40 MSS. and the versions.— -ijaN-Dj] must mean that,

besides sending messages and messengers, Abner went in person to Benja-

min and to David — wholly superfluous in view of what follows.

* Sanctius apud Schm., p. 11 1.
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20, 21. As the narrative now stands, the verses form the con-

clusion of Abner's negotiation with David. Abner with a suitable

escort came to David at Hebron, and David made a feast to Abfier

arid to the men who were with hint] the feast was an occasion for

drinking rather than eating and is so named, like o-v/xTroVtoK.

Abner agrees definitely : / will gather all Israel to my Lord and

they will make an agreement with thee'] by their Sheikhs or heads

of the clans. The monarchy is established by consent of the

tribes. So in the time of Rehoboam we find the tribes negotiat-

ing with the heir to the throne, before acknowledging him.—
And thou shalt rule over all which thou desirest. The aspiration

of David could hardly be less than the rule over all Israel. The

promise of Abner seems to imply no more than that he will set

about influencing the tribes, with the expectation of bringing them

into allegiance to David.

20. ^U'jn'^i] there seems no reason why we should not point with the

article, which is in fact required by the following nrx. Read D'-w'jn^i with Bu.

— 21. naipN] (5 seems to have added nj which however is not called for.—
n^"\3 "^nx imsMJ koX Si%97](ro/j.ai /ter' avrov StaOiqicriv, (@^ : ical 5taBT]crofj.ai fiera

(rod SiadiqKr]v <3^-: The reading of ^ seems the best, for Abner's promise

looked to what afterwards occurred, 5^.— '^ja] can hardly be 7vit/i all the con-

ditions that shall please thee (Th.), but over all the people that thou desirest.

The main thing was that David should be acknowledged as king.

22-27. The murder of Abner.— Joab, David's general, was

absent on an expedition when Abner made his visit. Not improb-

ably David had so planned it. But the servants of David, that is,

the mercenaries, and Joab came frojn the raid] in which they

were then engaged, a)id brought with them great spoil. The booty

of the surrounding tribes makes the revenue of such a monarchy

to a considerable extent. The renewed assurance that David had

dismissed Abner and he had gone in peace is intended to bring

out more distinctly Joab's vindictiveness.— 23. The information

given to Joab does not indicate that Abner was planning to dis-

place him. It was simply to the effect that the king had let Abner

go in peace. By tribal morality, David as kinsman of Asahel was

bound to take blood revenge as much as Joab himself. — 24. This

is the first point of Joab's expostulation with David— that he did

not smite Abner while he had him in his power.— 25. The second
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ascribes to Abner treacherous motives : Dost thou not know Abner

the son of Ner, that he came to deceive thee'] under pretence of

friendly negotiation ; and to hnoza thy going forth and thy coining

in, and to knozv all thou art doing?] in order to make a later

attack upon the person of the king. Joab was unable to conceive

of Abner as anything but an enemy of Judah. The freedom with

which Joab expostulates shows the position which he occupied

both as kinsman and as officer of David. — 26. Joab, without

David's knowledge, promptly sent messengers after Abner and they

brought him back from the Cistern of Sirah] unknown to us except

from this passage.— 27. Abner turned back, doubtless under the

impression that the king had sent for him, and Joab turned him

aside to the side of the gate to speak to him quietly'] the ostensible

purpose is given without comment.— And he smote him there in

the abdomen] cf 2^. So he died for the blood of Asahel the

brother of Joab. The curious thing is not that Joab should take

blood revenge, but that Abner should be so unsuspicious. We can

account for his conduct only by supposing that he had a distinct

safe conduct from David.

22. N3] as generally recognized, the true reading is a''Na (Ginsb. gives 1S2

in the margin) the D having disappeared in the c of the next word. — 3-\] is

omitted by (@^ and is in fact superfluous; how much booty they brought with

them does not concern us here. — 24. ~\'^^'\ throws emphasis on the fact that

Aljner had been allowed to go aivay at all. (S has ev eip-nvri conforming to the

clause in v.^*. — 25. & and S read siVn at the beginning of the verse and this

word is probably to be restored (Th.).— ij3N"rivx] ttjv Kaxiav 'ABffv-fip (§ is

attractive (Kl.).— ^vXiao] is changed by the punctuators to ^N3la for the sake

of the paronomasia. — 26. nnon] is called by Josephus BTjo-rjpS. The transla-

tion of Josephus in Bohn's Library speaks of 'Ain Sarah near Hebron, of

which I find no other trace. — 27. For -\-\7^ read ii^ with (5 (Th.). — J'rznri]

always elsewhere we find ii'cnn Sx which is found here also in 13 MSS. and is

favoured by (@.— vhn] is awkward, so that Bu. restores asr ^r\v>. with (5^.

I suspect however that psm is an intrusion. The sense is perfectly good

without it.

28-32. David declares his innocence of the crime.— 28. /

and my kingdom are innocent before Yahweh] who avenges those

slain without cause, Ps. 9".— 29. Let it come upon Joab and upon

all his clan] the imprecation strictly interpreted would affect David

himself, but the following clauses show that David is thinking of
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Joab's descendants. Among these he prays that there may
ahvays be one that has an issue and one that is a iepe}-] two dis-

eases which involve continual defilement ; a7id one that holds the

spindle^ effeminate and unfit for manly occupations. — 30. An
editorial note or later interpolation excusing the deed of Joab :

But Joab and Abishai had lain in wait for Abner because he had
killed Asahel. Strictly speaking, it contradicts v.^, where Joab

alone is the slayer.— 31, 32. As further evidence of his innocence,

David commands all the people to show the customary signs of

mourning, 7-ending the clothes and putting on haircloth. He him-

self honoured the dead by following the bier, and by weeping at

the grave.

28. nin> a"c] one is free fro»i an obligation, Gen. 24^, or from the guilt

incurred by violation of it, Nu. 5^^, or from the one who has a claim based on

the obligation or the violation, Jud. 15-^. In this case Yahweh has the claim,

for innocent blood cries to him for vengeance. The double ]C—^ I am inno-

cent towards Yahweh of the blood— does not seem to occur elsewhere. The

original reading of (5 was i nn;'c instead of nin'' ayo.— >3-in] <S^ represents

"DT which it makes the beginning of v.-^. — 29. iSri''] the verb is used twice

of the tempest, as whirling upon the head of its victims, Jer. 23!^^ 30-^, and

once of the sword Hos. 1 1^. It does not seem appropriate to the blood which

is the subject here; (Q^ omits the verb altogether and it is possible that it read

simply n^ni elsewhere used in similar context.— '^si] read "^i'l with 10 M.SS.

and the versions.— iSfl3 pnnr;] as shown by Dr., it is better to adhere to the

established meaning of ^^^', a spindle. In contrast with the warrior Joab, an

effeminate descendant would be a curse. Still, a cripple who supports himself

by a staff or crutch seems more suitable in this context, and it is possible that

the text has suffered. According to Theodoret, Aquila read one blind, per-

haps because a blind man feels his way with his staff.— 30. The verse inter-

rupts the narrative, and can be understood only as a later insertion. For uin

read 13TS as suggested by Ew. (GVl^. III. p. 160, Eng. Tr. p. 117) on the

basis of (@.— 31. a'pr] the clothing of mourners. Schwally (ZATW. XL
p. 174) compares the ihram of the Moslem, which however is not of haircloth.

— TJ"n] the couch on which a man lay was also used as a bier.

33-39. The burial of Abner. — David expressed his grief in

an impromptu dirge :

33. Aftisl Abner die as dies the fool ?

34. Thy hands were not bound,

Thy feet ivere not brought into fetters :

As one falls before ruthless men, thou didstfall.
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The fool brings an early death upon himself by his reckless

conduct, Prov. y"^^-. Abner had not even the honour of being

made a prisoner of war, or of suffering death after being overpow-

ered in battle.— 35. After the burial, the people came io cause the

king to eat bread while it was yet day. David showed that he was

in earnest in mourning by swearing not to taste anything until

sundown, when of course a new day began. — 36, 37. All the

people took notice and knew that David had no part in the matter

and were pleased. His relationship to Joab laid him open to sus-

picion.— 38. Know you not that a prince and a great man has

fallen to-day- in Israel ?'\ reason enough for mourning. — 39. As

the verse now stands, it contains David's confession of his own

weakness and inability to punish Joab. Such a confession so

early in his career seems improbable. The original reading,

which can be restored only conjecturally, seems to have said

that although Abner was uncle and high official of a king, the sons

of Zeruiah had treated him as harshly as they would a common

man. Tribal morality being on their side, David did not attempt

to punish them, but contented himself with a prayer that Yahweh

would requite the doer of evil according to his evil.

33. piddh] the verbal form is infinitive.— Saj] the name of Nabal is ren-

dered by (5. But the death of Abner could not be compared in any way with

the death of Nabal.— 34. 'Piz-nj] of a pair of bronze fetters as in Jd. xifi^.—
'?djd] is probably to be pointed as a participle (Kl.). — 35. nn^nV] cf. 13^

The verb occurs only in the document of which this chapter is a part.

—

36. Ssj] (5 reads S3, making it the subject of the preceding aa^M and omitting

1X5 at the end of the verse. This is favoured also by ^ and IL, and is

preferred by We., who is obliged, however, to strike out D>"n-SD ^y;i also.

Would it not be better to strike out the whole half verse as a gloss?—
38. '^nji] f'; for Snji -\V however, ©b has Snj -\r. For SNTi"3 % and some

MSS. of f§ have SKliyiD.— 39. ^^] the word means tender in years, or deli-

cately mtrtu7-ed. Gen. 331^ Dt. 28^*. Neither meaning is appropriate to David,

who was certainly a mature man and who had been brought up in hardship.

It is moreover difficult to connect the word with what follows : tender though

anointed king is perhaps possible, but how does it apply to the situation?

Following a suggestion of We., Bu. emends to iSdd nri y^, too tender and

lowly for reigning. But it is not likely that David would openly express this,

even if it were his thought. ©'' makes the clause apply to Abner and trans-

lates o-u-yyevj/j /col KoSiariixivos inrh rod $a(n\foos, and with this agree many

MSS. of 6, only reading Kadeara/^fvos, The original would apparently be
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iSdS TpiJi nn xini, though he were relative and officer ofa king (^yet these sons

of Zeruiah were too strongfor him is the continuation, reading i:dc for 'jdd).

For other conjectures see Kl.

IV. 1-12. The assassination of Ishbaal.— The death of

Abner removed the main support of the throne at Mahanaim.

Two of the king's officers therefore seize an opportunity, when

the king is unguarded, to murder him. They bring his head

to Hebron in the hope of reward. But David treats them as he

had treated the confessed assassin of SauL

The piece is an evident continuation of the preceding narrative

and is homogeneous except for a single (or double) interpola-

tion,
-''-*.

1. When the son of Sattl heard that Abner had died in Hebron,

his hands were limp\ he lost courage ; and all Israel was thrown

into confiision'\ showing that Abner was not only the stay of the

king, but also the administrator of the kingdom.— 2. Ishbaal had

two captains of guerilla bands whose names were Baana and

Rechab. The fact that in ^ they are mentioned in the reverse

order indicates that the present clause is part of the redactional

note. They are described as sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of

the Benfamites'] Beeroth was a city of the Gibeonites, Jos. 9^^, but

is reckoned to Benjamin Jos. 18^. According to Robinson it

occupied the site of the present El-Bireh, nine miles north of

Jerufilem. An editor or scribe now explains why a Beerothite

should be called a Benjamite. But he does net t'^'U us why

Beeroth should not be reckoned to Benjamin. The fact which

he finds surprising seems natural to us.— 3. The Beerothitesy?^^!'

to Gittaim'] also a city of Benjamin, Neh. ii^'^, and have been eli-

ents there until this day'] they did not attain full citizenship. If

the author means that this is the way in which they came to be

Benjamites, he has expressed himself obscurely. On the other

hand, if he means that though Benjamites, they preferred clientage

in another clan to their blood right, we must suppose this Gittaim

to be somewhere else than in Benjamin.— 4. The verse is another

interpolation. The design seems to be to show how reduced was

the house of Saul— the heir to the throne was a cripple. After

the battle of Gilboa his nurse fled in such trepidation that the
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child fell from her arms and became lame. The correct form of

his name, preserved in Chronicles, is Meribbaal. In the text of

Samuel it has been purposely mutilated to Mephibosheth.

—

5. The two assassins came to the house of Ishbaal while he was

taking his noon sleep— the sies/a which is general in hot coun-

tries.— 6. As it stands in ^^ the verse is superfluous and perplex-

ing. The very different reading of (§ is now generally adopted :

And the doorkeeper of the palace tuas cleaning wheat, and she gj-ew

drowsy and slept ; so Rechab and Baanah his brother slipped /;/]

the modest establishment of Ishbaal afforded only a maid servant

as porter, and she was obliged to do other work while keeping the

door.— 7. Ishbaal was lying upon his bed in his sleeping room'\

and therefore an easy victim. The murderers cut off his head

and, with this evidence, travelled the road of the Aj-abah all night.

— 8. They present the head of their murdered king to David

with the remark : Yahweh has avenged thee on Saul and his seed']

the apparent hypocrisy which made Yahweh a partner in their

bloody crime called forth the indignation of the older expositors.

But such language is second nature to an oriental.— 9, 10. David's

reply is a reference to a precedent : As for the one who told ifie,

saying: Saul is dead— though I regai'ded him as a bringer of

good tidings— / seized him and slew hitn in Ziklag to give him the

7'eward of good tidings. The sense is clear: Even though the

tidings of Saul's death were welcome to David, that did not hinder

him from punishing the messenger.— 11. Hojv much more when

wicked men have slaiji a righteous man in his house and upo?i his

bed ; shall I not seek his blood at your hand and destroy you from
the land ? Otherwise the land itself would suffer on account of

unavenged blood.— 12. The murderers are put to death, their

hands and their feet cut off and hung up over the pool at Hebron,

where they would be seen by all the city, and the head of Ishbaal

is buried in the tomb of Abner his relative, so that he is joined to

his kin in his burial.

1. '?1^•;^•"p] is proper without the insertion of Sj'au'iS made by (SS- — ij^n]

the addition of ij"p, made by We. and Bu., is not favoured by the best MSS.
of (S. — 2. SiNw'"|3] is here impossil^le and we must insert '?>'0"'n'^ with (S.

The identification of Beeroth and El Bireh is objected to by Buhl {Geog.

p. 173) on the ground that Jos. 9^' indicates a place southwest of Gibeon, and
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that Eusebius locates it ( OS. p. 233) on the road to Nicopolis. But of. Rob-

inson, jBJ?''. I p. 452; Baedeker, Pnlestiiie", p. 212.— '?>'] is evidently for Sn.

— 3. im3M] the meaning seems to be that though the Beerothites were reck-

oned to Benjamin, yet they preferred to become clients at Gittaim rather than

to retain their blood rights. But as Benjamites could hardly become clients

of Benjamites (at Gittaim), we suspect the true state of the case to have been

that the Beerothites, originally Canaanites, sought protection at Gittaim and

thus were reckoned to Benjamin. Bertholet (^Stellung d. Israeliten, p. 47)
supposes the clientage sought because of Saul's attack on the Gibeonites, in

which case the murder of Ishbaal was an act of revenge. — 4. The second

half of the verse is removed by Bu. and inserted after 9^, but it is doubtful

whether it belongs there.— niioiijc] the name has been changed like n:;o~:;"ix

to avoid pronouncing the word Baal. We find S>'3 anc, i Chr. 8^* 9*', and

along with it '?;?a"nD, 9"*°. From the analogy of Jerubbaal we naturally inter-

pret '?;;j anc, Baal is a warrior. This was changed by the ingenuity of the

scribes to nsi'D^ij?:, who puffs at the shameful thing (We. TBS. p. 31 ; other

conjectures are cited by Nestle, Israelitische Eigennamen, p. i2of.). (@^ calls

him Me/j.(pi06<Td€, the name which it has also for Ishbaal, whereas <3^ has

MeiJi(pt0da\. This indicates that the name has undergone two transforma-

tions; first it was ma.de Jl/e/>hii>aal 2ind then A/ephi/wsheth.— 5. annsn aja'D]

2r has, curiously, the sleep ofkings.— 6. The opening word as pointed in fH
is unintelligible; the repetition of the subject towards the close of the verse

is unmotived; and the whole verse anticipates the following account. Wel-

come relief is given by (§ which introduces an entirely new feature; uai ISov

7] dupojphs Tov oIkou iKadaipev nupov^ Kal ivvara^iv koI iKadevSeu (^ical VKVcaafv^').

This is adopted as original by Ew., Th., We., and later commentators, though

they differ somewhat in the retroversion : p'^ni ojni a^ion nVpD n>3n T^•\•;'S? njni

is given by We. and adopted by Dr., Bu., whereas Kl. rejects both texts and

constructs a new one on conjecture.— VJ'^cj] generally means to slip away, to

escape. The only analogy for the sense required here is i S. 20^9, and even

there it is doubtful whether the writer had not the usual meaning in mind.

—

7. The second v>:'wS-i"nN is omitted by <B^'^.— 10. ^3] introduces the sub-

stance of the oath.— vj^ya] 4vwiri6v fxou (5 is probably original. The point is

that the Amalekite was punished in spite of the nature of his tidings.

—

lV inn'? -irs] can be justified; but (since We.) ti'N is generally thought to be

an erroneous insertion; the clause is then sarcastic.— 11. |1"|^s"S'''K"n^f] is

unusual though not entirely without parallel, Ex. 21^8 Nu. 21^, cf. Davidson,

Syntax, 72 R. 4, Ges."^^ 117 a'.— n*?.-)] is lacking in (@, but the question is more

vigorous than the direct assertion.

V.-XXIV. David's rule over all Israel.

V.-VIII. The establishment of the kingdom.— The tribes

make David king, and he estabHshes his capital at Jerusalem.

He is attacked by the Philistines but conquers them. His next



286 2 SAMUEL

step is to bring the Ark from Baale-Judah. Tiie progress is inter-

rupted by an untoward incident, but after some delay the palla-

dium is safely settled in a tent pitched for it. David proposes to

build a house for Yahweh but is forbidden, though he receives a

promise for his own house. The next chapter contains an account

of several successful wars, closing with a summary which evidently

marks the conclusion of a section of the narrative.

In this division of the book various hands are discernible, as

will appear in the course of the exposition.

V. 1-5. David is anointed king over all Israel, and the length

of his reign is given. The anointing is a natural sequel of the

preceding narrative. But the speech of vv.^" seems later than

the simple statement of v.''.— 1. All the tribes of Israel came to

David'\ by their representatives, claiming kinship with him.

—

2. Moreover, they recognize that he had been the actual leader

while Saul was king ; and further, Yahweh had promised that

David should shepherd the people.— 3. All the Sheikhs came to

Heb7-on'\ as they were already there in v.\ it is probable that this

is a different document.— And the king made an agreement with

the?n~\ cf. 3"'. We may conjecture that there was some definite

understanding of rights and duties on both sides.

—

And they

anointed David as king over Israel^ the Chronicler adds : accord-

ing to the word of Yahzveh by the hand of Samuel. But this

agrees with v.- rather than v.". — 4, 5. One of the chrono-

logical data frequent in the Books of Kings. This seems to

be late, as it is not copied by the Chronicler who appropriates the

rest of the chapter. There is, however, no improbability in the

numbers, as David evidently had a long reign, and the Hfe he led

would make him an old man at seventy.

1-5. All that is reejuired by the narrative is v.^ which alone I suppose to

be from the earlier document. The vv.^'^ are repeated substantially in i Chr.

iii-3.— 1, SsTi'i •'•i3a';'"^3 inom] Chr. has Sxniri ^z iS2pM because the people

were in his view a homogeneous whole.— nDNn] is lacking in Chr. and It,

whereas idnS is omitted by (S.— 2. irS;'] lacking in Chr.— N"'Sin nniin] Kt.

corrected in the margin to Nisicn ni^n, which is of course correct; notice

(«)'3cn which follows. — 4. DiyaiN] the versions and 17 MSS. have a>>'3^Ni.

— 5. Z'^Z'^ o^'i'S'J' (5^' thinks it necessary to make the exact sum of forty years,

and \i\\i?, J2 years and six months here.
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Budde removes vv.*-^ from this position and inserts them in connexion

with 3-"^,
s'*"^*^

after 8^*. But it is clear that this does not restore a text that

ever existed. These verses are a redactional insertion, but they never stood

in any other connexion than their present one. In fact they are in place at

the beginning of David's reign over Israel.

6-16. The capture of Jerusalem.— David captures the for-

tress of Jerusalem and makes it his capital. His prosperity is evi-

denced by the attention of the king of Tyre and by the increase

of David's harem.

The section is an apparent unit, but does not fit well in the

present context, for the attack of the Philistines, v.^' evidently

came before the capture of Jerusalem. The union of all Israel

under a single crown was in fact sufficient reason for the Philis-

tines to bestir themselves. Probably the campaign of the Phil-

istines made David feel the necessity of possessing Jerusalem.

While in the hands of the Canaanite, this city really cut his king-

dom in two. When he took it, it became the natural capital of

the country, and its strength in the Jebusite period was equally

marked after David took possession of it.

6. 77^1? king and his nien'\ his regular soldiers are evidently

intended, went to Jerusalem against the Jebusite, the inhabitant of

the land'] the same phrase is used elsewhere of the Canaanite

(Gen. 50'^) and the Amorite (Jos. 24^"). The remainder of the

verse is obscure. Apparently, the Jebusites say to David : Thou

shall not cotne in hither for the blind and the latne shall keep thee

back] but this cannot be got out of the present text, and no

emendation that is convincing has yet been suggested. There is

no reason for taking the blind and the lame in any but the proper

sense. In derision, the walls were manned by cripples. The
explanatory clause : meaning that David cannot come hither, is

unnecessary and probably a later insertion.— 7. David took the

stronghold of Zion] undoubtedly the eastern ridge of the two now
covered by the city of Jerusalem.— 8. Another case of corrup-

tion. As it stands, the verse seems to give the reason why the

blind and the lame are shut out of the sanctuary. But this clause

is perhaps an afterthought. Two theories are held as to the first

half of the verse. One makes it give the city over to sack, the

other makes it a command to spare the lame and the blind.
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Neither is satisfactory. From the form of the introductory phrase,

the verse should contain a reflection of David on his successful

capture of the city. — 9. David dtvelt in tJie fortress^ which he

had just taken, and built it round about from Alillo ] the fortifica-

tion or retaining wall mentioned also among the works of Solomon

I K. 9'^, and rebuilt by Hezekiah, 2 Chr. 32'.— 10. Concluding

remark— David kept on growing great and Yahweh was with him.

6. Budde ingeniously prefixes 6^ to this verse, and thus makes David levy

thirty thousand troops for the siege of Jerusalem. But there is no reason to

suppose that any such number was necessary. The Jebusites confided in the

strength of their citadel, and this was captured by the bravery of a few led by

Joab. This would indicate that David's band of trusty veterans did the greater

part of the work. The Chronicler indeed makes David and all Israel the

subject, but this can hardly weigh.— aSii'iiiJ here as elsewhere is made a dual

by the punctuators, with no apparent reason. The city is nam?d in the Tell-

el-Amarna tablets which show that it was a dependency of Egypt before the

Israelite invasion of Palestine; cf. Winckler's edition, iSo-'^'*'' 1831*. The

Jebusites are named as one of the nations of Canaan, but seem to have pos-

sessed no more territory than the city of Jerusalem. Dmyn itDiTdn '3 =
but the blind will have revioved thee, is inappropriate. The tense is wrong,

the verb should be plural, and t^d i is not used of repulsing an enemy. We.'s

emendation, ^1''^^, meets two of the objections but not the third. It has been

proposed therefore to correct to n"\iDn— the English Version tacitly does so

— with the meaning except thou have revioved (Kl.), which is faultless so far

as the form of the verb is concerned, but would naturally be followed by

the accusative sign. I suspect that the adversative as o is not original and

that the conjunction is t. The -[T'DI dx then represents a verb with the

object— say ipn i;ijdi or ^jidIiI"'; a.ur4(TTr)(jav (5 would favour the latter.

The blind and the lame are taken by some of the Rabbinical expositors to

mean the gods of the Jebusites, an interpretation suggested by Ps. 115^^ (on

the theory that it was composed by David). Another conceit of the same

kind sees in the blind and the lame, images of Isaac and Jacob, on which the

Jebusites had written the covenant made by Abraham with Abimelech their

ancestor (?), on which covenant they relied for protection (so Levi ben

Gerson). Equally forcible is the theory of a modern scholar that the blind

and the lame " are the dreaded guardian spirits, the protecting deities of Jeru-

salem, called thus either by the people or by the late scribes of Judea, while

in fact they were the 'watchers' = C"^,^'? and the D'^nDir, 'threshold crossers

or leapers' of the Jebusites" (Kohler in Am. Jour. Theol. I. p. 803). It is

enough to notice that the words must have the same sense here and in v.^.

The Chronicler omits all after the first 7\'^t\, perhaps by homeoteleuton.

—

7. jvx] later a poetical name for Jerusalem itself. Robinson's identification

of Zion with the southwestern (luarter of modern Jerusalem is now generally



V. 9-i6 289

given up.— nn "Tiy N'n] is superfluous along with v.^''.— 8. 'D31 nsc'S;]

naturally means whoever sviites a Jchtisite, and we expect as the apodosis either

a permission to take his spoil, or the promise of a reward for the deed, or the

threat of punishment. Neither one can be got out of -\ijsa ';r^, though the

form of the verb is correct, mji" occurs in only one other passage and is not

certain even there. In later Hebrew the word means a canal or pipe, and so

it has been interpreted here of the eaves-trough of the citadel, or of the sewer

under the city, as though David offered a reward for whoever should smite the

Jebusite and get tip to the pinnacle of the castle, or, on the other hand, for

whoever should climb up through the server or reach the moat. The precarious

nature of the proposed interpretation is obvious, and is emphasized by the

fact that the sentence so construed is left incomplete, and that the lame and

the blind who follow are equally without intelligible connexion. By reading

yn Ewald makes the storming party cast into the moat the lame and the

blind who defended the walls. The Chronicler departs from the text of this

verse, perhaps because he found it unintelligible. Conjectures of Th., Kl., Bu.

give no real help. (§ sees in "mjx a dagger, Aquila a watercourse, and Sym-

machus a battlement.— iNji'] for which Qre ^SJl;• :
(§B koI tovs fxiaovvras.—

n^jri] (5 interprets correctly when it renders oIkov icvpiov.— 9. pii] read

nj^M with (5 (We.).— xiSsnJ the word occurs in the name of a fortress (?)

Beth-Millo, Jd. (f.
— nn^ai] may be and inwards, Millo being the external

limit of his building, or towards the house which would naturally be the sanctu-

ary, as in v.^.

11. And Hiravi king of Tvre^ the prominent commercial city

of the Phoenicians ; si^n^ messengers to David'\ it is altogether

probable that the Philistines were tliC common enemy of both

parties. The superiority of the Phoenicians as builders is well

known from the history of Solomon.— 12. David kne^v\ appar-

ently by the evidence of the Phoenician embassy. The natural

conclusion is that the embassy came soon after his occupation of

Jerusalem. The chronology makes it doubtful whether Hiram

came so early to the throne, but this may be the fault of the chro-

nology.— 13. The increase of the harem increases the prestige

of an oriental ruler.— 14. From the occurrence of the name Solo-

mon, who was born some years after the occupation of Jer., we
conclude that this list gives the name of all David's sons known
to the author.— 16. Eljada was originally Baaliada, as we discover

from the parallel in Chronicles, and as is indicated also by #.

11. m^n] probably a shortened form of ai^n.v. According to Josephus

(^Ant. VIII. 3, i) Hiram's eleventh year was the year of Solomon's accession,

which would of course be inconsistent with an embassy early in David's reign.
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The artisans sent by Hiram were probably his slaves.— \"'p] lacking in (^^, is

in fact superfluous.— 12. NU'i] is active— Yahweh had exalted his kingdom.

rxz'j, that is, a Niphal, is read by © and Chr.— 13. i!:'j'?s] omitted by Chr.

The action of David shows no acquaintance with the Deuteronomic law, Dt.

1
7^''. The Rabbinical ingenuity which interprets the law as forbidding more

than eighteen wives, and which shows that David had just that number, is set

forth in Schmid, p. 222.— aStt'i-fD] -yy^ i Chr. 14-^.— 14-16. The list of

David's sons is repeated in i Chr. 3^^- and I4'*'^'. By duplicating oSfl''SN and

inserting njj (duplicate of jflj) the number is there increased to thirteen in-

stead of eleven. j;t''?n is yTiS;?3 in both places in Chr.; Baa\eLfj.d9 @^ and

Baa\i\a9 (S^ show that the same form was once found in the present passage.

17-25. Two battles with the Philistines. — In two encounters

David defeats the Philistines. The time is before the capture of

Jerusalem, so tliat we liave here an insertion from another docu-

ment. — 17. The occasion was that //ley ]iad anointed David king

over Israeli^ the Phihstines might readily suppose that David was

growing too powerful. His behaviour indicates that he had not

given them direct provocation.— He went down to the stronghold^

the verb makes it sufficiently plain that the citadel of Zion is not

intended.— 18. The Phihstines came and plundered (Jd. 15") in

the Valley of Rephaim'\ now generally identified with the valley

that extends southwestward from Jerusalem.— 19. David asks

counsel of the oracle and receives a favourable answer.— 20. Yah-

weh has broken dotvn viy enemies before me like the breaking of

wafe?-s'\ through a dam. Baal Perazim is possibly referred to as

Mount Perazim Is. 28"^— 21. They left their gods^^ as we should

probably read, and David and his men carried them away.

17. miSDH '7N nnn] although th'e citadel of Jerusalem has been called a

miXD v.^, it cannot be intended here. If this incident were later in time than

the capture of Jerusalem, David would not have needed to go to that strong-

hold, for he resided there. Usage does not allow us to say, either, that one

went down to Jerusalem. The allusion must therefore be to one of his earlier

resorts, perhaps AduUam.— 18. a''!<Dnn] twv Ttrdfoif <3. Robinson, who

makes the identification (BJv^. I. p. 219), gives no reasons except the declara-

tion of Josephus. The location however answers the needs of Jos. 15^ 18^^,

and would be a natural route for the Philistines, cf. Buhl, Geo£: p. 91.

—

19. nS^Nn] confirms what was said about the stronghold. — 20. I'-id] of the

breaking down of a wall, 2 Chr. 24'' Ps. So^^. Sya frequent in the names of

places, the town being named from its patron deity, as modern names are

often taken from the patron saint or his church.— 21. D"i''3i7] for which Chr.

has DHTiSx. The latter, which was also read by (5 here, is doubtless original.
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A late scribe hesitated to call the idols gods. The Chronicler adds that David

burned them with fire, and a similar addition is made by @^. But this seems

to have been an addition to accord with the views of later times.

22. A similar situation, perhaps a part of the same campaign.

— 23. In answer to his inquiry he is directed not to make a direct

attack.— Go about to their rear and come upon them opposite the

Balsams'] the word is treated like a proper name.— 24. Specific

directions giving an omen : And it shall be when thou hearest the

soiind of majxhing in the tops of the balsams, then thou shall act

promptly, for then Yahweh will have goneforth before thee to smite

the camp of the Philistines'] it is scarcely possible to suppose that

the incident is not based upon the sanctity of the trees in ques-

tion.— 25. David's obedience was rewarded with a victory <z//^/

he smote the Philistinesfrom Geba] the place is doubtful, to Gezer]

in the border of the Philistine territory.

23. 3Dn] the Hiphil is uncalled for and we may either read a Niphal, or,

with Dr., strike out the n as erroneous duplication from the preceding word.

— 3ns33] D'ND^n Chr. : a^Di3 5. Some derivative of r\22 is indicated by toO

icXaudfxwuos (&, so that the Bochim of Jd. 2^ was in the mind of both transla-

tors. But the location does not seem suitable.— 24. ^yD.;•3] 7>"Dt:'o is preferred

by Qre.— ^^J;s] the article should probably be prefixed with Chr.— innr^]

look sharp is our colloquial equivalent.— 25. y^jc] ottJi FafSacov (@ agrees with

JV2JC Chr. But both Geba and Gibeon are too far from the valley of Rephaim

for the pursuit to begin at either one. The mention of Gibeon and Perazim

together by Isaiah does not prove anything as to these two events.— nrj] on

the location cf. GASmith, Geog. p. 215 f.

VI. 1-23. The bringing up of the Ark.— David attempts to

bring the Ark to the citadel, but an untoward incident prevents

the accomplishment of his purpose for a time. After three months

a second attempt is made, this time with success. David's reli-

gious zeal, or its violent expression, brings upon him a rebuke from

his wife Michal, and this results in a permanent estrangement.

There seems no reason to question that the story belongs to the

main narrative of the life of David. The Chronicler, who borrows

it, makes considerable changes in the opening section, to accord

with his point of view.

1. David gathered the warriors of Israel, thirty thousand in

number. As Yahweh is a God of War such an escort is appropri-
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ate. Numerical data however are generally open to suspicion.

—

2. They went to Baal Jiida]i\ the name indicates that it was a

seat of the worship of Yahweh. The present narrative does not

necessarily presuppose the account of the Ark in i S. The Ark

is described as that luhich is called by the name of Yalnvch Sabaoth

who thrones upon the Cherubim ] cf, i S. 4^. The whole clause

however looks like a later insertion (We.).— 3. They made the

Ark of God ride on a new cart'\ a new cart so as to avoid the

possibility of defilement. The method was evidently the same

used by the Philistines, The house of Abinadab from which they

took it is described as on the hill, cf. i S. 7^— And Uzzah and

Ahio the sons of Abinadab 7aere d?'iving the cart'\ the last word

of the verse, with the first six words of the next verse, is erroneous

duplication.— 4, The verse is confused by the error just noted,

but seems originally to have said that Uzzah walked by the side of

the Ark while Ahio went before it.— 5. David and all the house

of Israel ivere dancing befo?-e the Ark'] in religious exaltation, with

all their might ; and with songs and with harps and with lyres and

with drums and with rattles and tvith cymbals] the instruments

intended correspond approximately to those still used.*— 6. They

came to the threshing-floor of Nachon] the location is unknown.

—

And Uzzah stretched out his hand to the Ark of God and took hold

of it for the oxen stumbled] or shook it (cf. (^ below). The

stumbling of the oxen would shake the cart and threaten to make

the Ark fall to the ground.— 7. And the iin-ath of Yahweh was

kindled against Uzzah] as though he were affronted by the action,

and God smote him there] there seems to be no reason for the

change of the divine name, and the text may have been interpo-

lated.— A?id he died there in the presence of God] for the reading

see the note below. The question why Uzzah should be smitten

was not a puzzle to the older commentators, so much as the ques-

tion why everybody else was not involved in the same fate. For

the whole transaction was contrary to the provisions of the Law

which gives specific instructions for the transport of the Ark. The

Ark was first to be covered by the priests (Num. 4^'') ; it was then

* Some ancient oriental musical instruments are figured (from the Assyrian

monuments) in Wellhausen's translation of the Psalms {SBOT. N. Y., 1898),

Appendix, entitled " Music of the Ancient Hebrews."
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to be taken up and carried by the Levites (4^^). The palpable

violation of these provisions would seem to be a reason why the

whole procession should come to grief. But the fact is, as now
generally conceded, that the method of David shows his ignorance

of the Levitical regulation. Uzzah gave offence by his too great

familiarity in laying hold suddenly of the sacred emblem. This

is all that is implied in the text. The wrath of Yahweh was but

momentary, as is evinced by his treatment of Obed-Edom.—
8. The temper of Yahweh was reciprocated by David who was

angry that Yahweh had brought destruction upon Uzzah~\ literally,

had broken a bi-each, such as gives a city into the hands of the

enemy.— 9. The unaccountable conduct of Yahweh when David

was preparing him a new residence and new honours, gave rise to

fear as well as anger. David's question : How shall the Ark of

Yahweh come to me .?] is the expression of his fear to have it come

at all, not an inquiry as to the best way of bringing it.— 10. He
was not willing to remove the Ark of Yahweh to the city of David

'\

to the citadel. It was to all appearance already within the town

of Jerusalem.— He turned it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the

Gittite^ one of several Philistines in David's service.

1. Bu. prefixes this verse to 5^, making the gathering of all Israel to be for

the purpose of taking Jerusalem. He then makes v.^ follow directly on 5I2,

as though David's bringing up of the Ark was because he knew that Yahweh
had established him as king over Israel. The present section however reads

well as it stands, the people of v.^ referring evidently to the young men of
Israel of v.^. fiD''i for r|Dsii, of. Dr. and Schm.— ii>'] is superfluous and

probably an erroneous insertion. For 30,000 (S has 70,000.— 2. iS^'jd]

would naturally define the people with David as the burghers ofJudah, and

is so understood by (5. But in that case we have no indication of the place

where they were to find the Ark. That place is called by the Chronicler nS;?3,

so that it is easy to correct here to min^ Sy3, the 1 having been duplicated

(We.), or to pryyTX^ rh-$l. Both i Chr. 13^ and Jos. 15 identify the place with

Kirjath Jearim.— au' DiJ'] one of the two words is superfluous, lacking also in

(§.— 3. 7\'yiii niTN] is possibly corrupt, as it seems unnecessary to describe

the location so exactly, and it is omitted by Chr.— xrj;] here is for nT>'.—
rns'i] is naturally read as vns' or rnx. But it seems strange that his brother

should not be named as well as Uzzah. T'nst, as another form of inins, is a

possible proper name so that I have retained it.— na'nn nSjyn] is an obvious

case of disagreement, and it seems clear that the eye of the scribe wandered

from r\^y;T\, which he had just written, to rhyj early in the verse so that he
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repeated n;'2J3 . . . n'znrt before he discovered his mistake.— ''nSsTi jns c>'J

makes no sense, either with what precedes or without it. We are compelled

to suppose that in his confusion over his error the scribe omitted something.

What is needed is simply an affirmation that Uzzah walked by the side of the

Ark.— 5. D~^'n3 ^i') Vja] is unintelligible— cypress trees certainly have no

place here, and to make the words mean xvith all manner of instruments made

offir wood (EV.) is to insert the main idea into the text. Nor is it known

that fir (or cypress) wood was used in the manufacture of musical instruments.

With most recent editors, therefore, we should correct to the reading of Chr.

— Dn^::'3i v} ^zi'2— the first two words occur again in v.i*. (§ has a double

translation, one half of which confirms this restoration, the other half consists

of the words which represent i;'"'^a3 in v.i*. C'>j;'jD seem to be sistra (the

word is rendered treiarpois by Aq. and Sym. according to Field), instruments

used in the worship of Isis.— 6. joj] evidently a propef name; the endeavour

of some of the commentators to make it mean indefinitely, a certain threshing-

floor, is not sustained by usage, nor is Th.'s interpretation fixed or permanent

in distinction from a temporary floor used only for a particular field or during

one season. Whether Nachon is the correct name, or whether we should read

pi'D with Chr., or NcuSa/S with ^^, cannot be determined. (§'-' reads Opvh. rov

'leBuaalov, an evident correction, intended to make the Ark select its perma-

nent abode thus early.— n'?S"'i] requires it dn which is read by all the

versions and by Chr. (which however changes the order of what follows) but

has accidentally dropped out of |^.— VJCi'] is a rare word and the passages

in which it occurs throw little light upon its meaning here. In 2 K. 9^^ it is

used transitively of throwing a person out of a window. It would be natural

to interpret here therefore t/ie oxen cast it dozvn. But the object would pretty

certainly be expressed if this were the meaning. Another meaning of the

verb is to release a debt, and we might conjecture that the oxen slipped, losing

their foothold. Bochart (^Hierozo. I. II. Cap. 37) cites Arabic analogy which

would make the verb mean were mired. (5 nipUaitaav avrriv seems to find

the object expressed— iBO^'— and so with % ^^lJ^c. Calcitrahant IL seems

to be a conjecture only. — cvn'^.sn] after the mni expressed above is superflu-

ous.— Sa'H-'?;'] is lacking in ©i^ and therefore suspicious. There is no Hebrew

word ^Z' known to us : eVi tjj' irpoireTeia (5^" : super temeritate IL : pro igno-

rantia I : '''?rii:'Xi *?)? ST seem to go back to a common source which interpreted

the word by the Aramaic. The present tendency (We., Dr., Bu., Ki.) is to

regard the phrase as the mutilated remains of the words of the Chronicler

:

'.sn '^j? IT' n'?ii' nr.s '?;•. More likely they represent an attempt to give the

exact location, now unintelligible. Kl. conjectures 2V::'n '^y which he supposes

to mean on the side beam of the cart on which Uzzah sat. 15ut this is pre-

carious.— avnS.x jnN aj;] for which Chr. has avnSx ^jdS as has (5^^ The latter

is probably original, for it would be more likely to be corrected into the other

phrase. <^^ combines the two readings.— 8. N-\|i^i] must be ' impersonal

'

as in similar instances— one called the place, etc.— 10. BiN"ia>'] the second

part of the name is probably the name of a god, and the whole corresponds to
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ni-i3::. That the man was a Gittite, and therefore a Philistine, is purposely

ignored b)' the Chronicler, who takes pains to enroll him as a Levite and put

him among the doorkeepers. Of course, as a follower of David and a resident

in the land of Israel, he was a worshipper of Yahweh.

11-19. The second attempt. — 11. During the three months

of the Ark's sojourn, Yalnveh blessed Obed-Edom and all his

house'] whether with riches or with children we are not told,

probably with both.— 12. The blessing conferred upon Obed-

Edom is the reason why David renews his effort. This is con-

cealed by the Chronicler, who supposes David to have a fixed

purpose during all the three months. (§^ correctly interprets

when it inserts : and David said : I will turn the blessing to my

house.— 13. When the bearers of the Ark had marched six paces']'

and it was thereby evident that Yahweh was willing to go, he

sacrificed an ox and a falling] David is undoubtedly the subject.

The change from the cart to the shoulders of men was prompted

by the fact that the cart had proved unfortunate on the previous

occasion. This author shows no suspicion that the former was

the legal, or even the traditional, method. Practical considera-

tions may also have weighed, for the ascent to the citadel was

probably steep and possibly winding. There is no indication that

more than one sacrifice was made during the progress.— 14. And
David was dancing] the word occurs only in this passage and

seems to mean whirling, like the devotional dancing of the der-

vishes.— And David was girded with a linen ephod] such as the

priests wore, i S. 2^^ We should probably think of this as a strip

of cloth like the izar of the Moslem. Religious vestments are

survivals of earlier costume. The scantiness of this dress, as con-

trasted with the long robe appropriate to a king, is the ground of

Michal's contempt.— 15. The procession continued with shouting

and the sound of trtiinpet] as we might say with shouting and

blare. Making a loud noise was an act of worship as late as the

time of the Psalmist. — 16. The verse is designed to prepare for

the scene at home, v.-"*^-. As it breaks the thread of the narrative,

and is introduced awkwardly, it is perhaps a redactional insertion.

Correcting the opening word, the verse says : And the Ark of

Yahweh was coining into the city of David tvhen Afichal the

daughter of Saul looked through the window and saw King
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David leaping and whirli}ig, and she despised him in her heart']

the dignity of a king had been no better observed by Saul when

he lay down naked in the company of the prophets. But this she

chose to forget. — 17. The successful conclusion: They set the

Ark in its place, in the tent which David had pitched for //]

and the rites of sacrifice were observed.— 18. At the conclusion

of the sacrifices David blessed the people in the name of Yahiueli]

that he acted as priest seems evident.— 19. David distributed to

the people bread, raisins, and (apparently) other victuals.

11. The conjectures of the Rabbis on the blessing of fruitfulncss conferred

upon Obed-Edom are given by Schm., p. 277. The Chronicler inserts here

the account of Hiram's embassy, of David's family, and of the preparation

of the Levites for the coming procession. — 12. Din^Nn] + Koi elwe AaviS

'EniffTpeypco ttju evKoyiav tis rhv oIk6v fiov <3^ which is represented also in I

(Cod. Germ. 7 apud Sabatier, et Cod. Leg. Goth, apud Vercellone). It may

be original, having been omitted by |§ on account of its frank egoism.

—

13. For the first clause (§ has : and there zvere with Iiim [or ivith iheiii] seven

bands. The reading seems to have arisen by corruption of |§.— 14. ididc]

the word occurs only here and v.^^. QY^^c^ omits it in his reproduction of this

verse and substitutes pn-'D for it at its second occurrence. It was either obso-

lete in his time, or he thought it undignified.— 15. no] is omitted by (5^5

and 3 MSS. of |ij.— 16. n\ni] is certainly the wrong tense, as the Chronicler

shows by correcting it to \"im. Even with the correction, the verse reads awk-

wardly; it is unnecessary also, for Michal's remarks are self-explanatory and

the situation need not be described in advance.— tra?:] this stem occurs here

only, the Qal in Gen. 492* only.— 19. ii^ndS] is sustained by some analogous

passages, I Chr. 2"]'^^ Ex. 11'' Jer. 5i*"'2.— -lij-irss] is entirely unknown. The

versions only conjecture, as is shown by Dr., and no suitable emendation has

yet been suggested, cf. also Lag. Mittheilungen, I. p. 213 ff.

20. On David's return to his house, his wife Michal greets him

with the sarcastic exclamation : How glorious was the king of

Israel as he exposed himself to-day to the eyes of his servants'

maids ! The comparison which follows indicates that it was inde-

cent exposure which moved her wrath.— 21, 22. The retort re-

minds her of the fallen fortunes of her family : Before Yalnveh I

was dancing; Blessed be Yahweh who chose me above thy father

and above all his house ! The change in the text will be defended

below. The words to cotnmand me as prince over the people of

Yalnveh seem intended to point the contrast between Abigail's

appreciation and Michal's contempt. 'J'he last clause of v,-' be-
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longs with the followhig verse : And I will sport before Yahweh,

and will be yet more lightly esteemed than this, and jvill be lowly in

thine eyes. But of the maids of zvhom thou hast spoken I shall

surely be held in honour^ the king trusts the sense of the common
people to understand his religious zeal. As for Michal's opinion

he does not value it.— 23. The natural understanding is that

the estrangement was the reason for Michal's childlessness— not

that she was stricken with barrenness by Yahweh, as some have

supposed.

20. v\i^ nincN] would be the lowest maidservants, cf. the phrase a servant

of servants.— niSjj m'^jno] two forms of the infinite construct. Prol^ably one

is an erroneous insertion ; else conflation of two readings has taken place.—
D'lpin] is used of wild and reckless men from whom, of course, decency can-

not be expected. (Jl seems to have read Dnpin, but we have no evidence of

a class of dancers in Israel who could give point to such a comparison.—
21. • nin"i iJoS] needs to be completed by an affirmation of some kind, which

we find in (5 which reads : opxrjffo/xat • eu\oyr)Ths Kvpws. If this were original

we see how the scribe omitted the words, his eye falling upon the second nin^

instead of the first. It seems probable therefore that we should restore the

whole, reading nini ina ipiD izijn mni >jd'^. The participle -ipiD seems the

most natural form.— t^jj ipk nisS] cf. i S. 252''.— 22. \-i'^pji] (g reads \n';^jji

which is perhaps original. — 'J''>'3] read with (5 l^r>'3, for this alone gives the

appropriate sense.— 23. That Michal was stricken with barrenness by God is

said by Schmid to be communis sententia. But there is in the text no indica-

tion of a divine judgment.— iS''] the Orientals read I'^i.

VII. 1-29. The promise. — David is e.xercised by the thought

that Yahweh has only a tent, while the king himself dwells in a

house. He lays this before Nathan with the evident purpose of

building a temple, if the prophet should approve. The latter at

first consents but afterwards is directed to veto the plan. fBut the

message is accompanied with a promise on God's part to build

David a house, that is, to establish his dynasty forever. ^ The
conclusion of the account gives David's prayer of gratitude, which

becomes a prayer of intercession for Israel.

The chapter bears marks of a comparatively late date . It shows

what we know as the Messianic expectation, which pictured the

perpetual rule of the house of David. But this expectation was

not fully formulated until the time of the Exile, when the loss of

their dynasty made the pious Israelites value it the more. Various
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expressions in the text show at least Deuteronomistic influence, so

that we are warranted in making the chapter a part of the Exilic

redaction.

VII. Cornill {Einl^. p. 104) contents himself with the seventh ce^ntmiv as

the date of the chapter, and this is also Budde^s idea. The former says :
" The

destruction of the people and its dynasty seems to lie outside the horizon."

But it is a question whether the Exile was ever regarded by believing Israelites

as a destruction either of people or dynasty. An unequivocal allusion to the

capture of the city is indeed not found. But some expressions seem at least

to hint at it.

1, 2. JVhen David had taken possession of his house'] apparently

the new one built by the Phoenicians : Yahweh tnoreover had

given him rest 7-ound about fi-om all his enemies] the circumstan-

tial clause indicates that this author did not dwell much upon the

successive wars which filled the greater part of David's reign.

The verse is continued immediately by the following, and is

incomplete without it— then David said to Natlian'] the court

prophet who appears several times in the history.— / dwell in a

house of cedar luhile the Ark of God divells in a curtain] the

statement of the fact which the king finds unbecoming, is enough

to indicate the purpose he has formed. — 3. The prophet encour-

ages David to do as he has planned.— 4. This was however not

the mind of God : it came to pass the same night that the ivord of

Yalnveh came to Nathan] the revelation coming in the night is

probably to be understood as a dream.— 5. The question : Shalt

thou build me a house to dwell in ?] is equivalent to a negative.

It is so reproduced by Chr. #S.— 6. The reason is that such a

procedure would be contrary to precedent. Yahweh had never

dwelt in a house : but I have sojourned in a tent and in a taber-

nacle] the Mosaic Tabernacle is not necessarily intended.— 7. No
command had ever been given for the building of a house nor had

one of the Judges of Israel been reproached for not building it.

1. T'3\s"V3D 3>::Da i'^"n''jn] Dt. 12I" 25^^ Jos. 23I. The Chronicler omits

the second half of the verse, possibly because he wishes to locate the promise

in the early part of David's reign. He also changes 2'J""^3 into 2V< sz'iK-i

with the intention of making this the immediate sequel of the bringing up of

the Ark.— 2. jnj] doubtless a shortened form of .Tjnj or '^vSjPj, cf. also

iSd'jpj 2 K. 23".— 4. nini—\a-i in^] 1 S. 15'"; the phrase is frequent in
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Jeremiah and Ezekiel.— 5. nnxn] nnx nS Chr. The former is probably origi-

nal because the change from it to the other reading is more probable than the

reverse.— 6. p'.r'Dai Vhn::] S> renders only prna. Chr. has Snx Sx Snxa

p-'cm which should evidently be completed by adding ]yyT2 ha. On the

whole, it seems better to retain the text, as it might be expanded into the

reading of Chr., while the reverse process is hardly likely, pro is used of

the tent of Korah, Num. l6"'^*, and of the dwellings of the Bedawin, Ezek. 25*.—
7. \'iiaT -i3inj seems more vigorous if we point ni'^n— /lave I at all spoken ?

It is so rendered by (g.— laar] is to be corrected to ^aar Chr., for it was the

Judges who had been commanded to shepherd Israel, cf. v.^^.

8-16. The prophet is sent with a message of promise to David,

prefaced by a recital of the benefits heretofore conferred upon

him. The oracle shows traces of the rhythmical structure so fre-

guent in prophetic composition , though it cannot be made strictly

metrical without emending the text in many places.— 8, 9. First

the rehearsal of Yahweh's benefits :

Thus saith YaJnveh Sebaoth

I took tlieefrom the pasture

To be chief over my people ;

And T was with thee wherever thou didst go

To destroy thine enemies before thee.

The remainder of the verse does not fit well in the context. As

it stands, it begins the promise : And I will make thee a name, like

the name of the great in the earth. But it seems more logical to

begin the promise with the next verse.— 10. The verbs must refer

to the future :

And I willgive a place to my people Israel,

And tvill plant them and they shall dwell in their place ;

And they shall no more be disqtiieted

And violent men shall no more oppress them.

So far, we come out fairly well with the metre. But the two clauses

now added : As in former times, from the day when f set fudges

over my people Israel, cannot be forced into a couplet. It does

not seem violent to suppose them an addition to the original text.

The author of the verse ig^nores the fart that David had alread:^ ^^'^ *

"

_been given rest from his enemies, and we must suppose that in his ^ '*t*X

time the national existence was again threatened. According to
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the received text, the promise to David now begins. But it is

difficult to make sense of the present wording : And J will give

thee rest from all thine enemies, and Yahweh will make known to

thee that Yahtveh will make thee a house. The objections to this

are obvious. The change of person is without motive ; the repe-

tition of the name Yahweh is superfluous ; it is to tell this very-

thing that the prophet has come. What we expect is something

like this : And now thus saith Yahweh : Thou shall not build me

a house, but I will build thee a house. For this is the point of the

whole message. For various attempts to improve the text, see

the critical note.— 12. The metre changes and the flow of the

words is better

:

And it shall be when thy days arefilled out,

And thou shall lie down with thy fathers.

That I will raise tip thy seed after thee.

Which shall come forth of thy body.

And I will establish his kingdom.

This explains the sense in which Yahweh is to build a house for

David. The filling out of one's appointed days is parallel to Gen.

29-^ One's children come forth from his bowels, an expression

which is softened by Chr., but which occurs Gen. 15^— 13. The

verse alludes to David's desire to build a temple, and promises

that Solomon shall fulfil that desire. But as David's seed in the

preceding verse means his whole dynasty, and as the dynasty is

also the subject of what follows, this verse distinctly breaks the

connexion and must be regarded as an interpolation.— 14. This

continues the main thought

:

I will be to him a father,

And he shall be to me a son ;

When he goes astray

I will correct him with the rod of men,

And with stripes of the sons ofAdam.

The opening words are applied to Solomon i Chr. 22^° aS*"'. But

the idea is adopted in many Messianic passages, as Ps. 2, to

express the relation existing between Yahweh and the Messiah.

The rod of men is such as men use for each other— not such as

the divine anger would naturally choose, for that would annihilate
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the object of the chastisement. — 15. The verse gives renewed

assurances

:

And my kindness zvill I not turnfrom him.

As I turned itfrom him who was before thee.

Our text inserts the name of Saul, but this is an interpolation.—
16. The promise is for all time to come :

Thy house and thy kingdom shall standfirm.

Forever in my sight.

Thy throne shall be establishedforever.

Cf. I S. 2^ 25-^ I K. 2^^.— 17. Up to this point we have heard

the commission which Nathan received. The present verse simply

adds that he carried it out.

A study of this passage in its relation to the general subject

of Messianic prophecy is given by Prof. Briggs in his Messianic

Prophecy (1886), p. 126 ff.

8. JNi-n -inx2 mjn-jc] (5^ has simply eV r^y yucti/Spas tuiv npoBaToov. For

-i,-iNa some MSS. have iinsc.— Ssiu'^-'?;"] we should probably omit *?>? with

some MSS., &%.— 9. •ritr^i] does not fit in the context, as it is in the wrong

tense. It might be allowed however to read the preceding verb as the mood
of purpose, pointing nni-ipNi and translating: And I tvas with thee in order

to cut off thine enemies, and then to make this continue that construction—
and in order to make thee a name. But parallels are not frequent, and it

seems simpler to suppose an expansion of the original text.— Snj] should be

stricken out with Chr. (^s.— 10. Sxt^"'':'] read SNTy:'> with some MSS., S.—
nSi;—IJ3] cf. 3^*.— 11. pVi] read pS with (@B. For iS Ew. proposes i*?, and

to correspond makes ]"'3\s into r^ix (CF/^. III. p. 179, E. Tr. III. p. 132).

This is accepted by We., Dr., Bu., and is necessary if the clause belongs with

what precedes. But in the evident corruption of the rest of the verse, this is

not certain.— m.T' -jS luni] is difficult. It can be understood only in the

sense : and Yahweh will tell thee. But the prophet is sent for the purpose

of telling him now and the future is out of place. Chr. reads iS ijni, which

<5 saw to be "iSijn', and I will magnify thee. This goes well enough with

what precedes, but the transition to what follows is awkward. What we
expect is an explicit introduction of the promise on the part of the prophet, a

phrase like and now, thus saith Yahiveh. The most plausible reading yet sug-

gested seems to be Bu.'s iS lUD "ijjni with omission of ni."i>. Even thus the hurt

seems only slightly healed, nin^ at the end of the verse is corrupted from r\^T\y

at the opening of the next verse.— 12. n-'m should introduce the verse as in

Chr. and (5.— inSd''] inSc Chr. is equally good, and perhaps more likely to be

changed into our reading than the reverse.— 13. The verse is regarded as a
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later insertion by We. {Co!)ip. p. 257) and Bu^— inDSna ND3] Chr. and (@

have iNDj.— 14. The latter half of the verse is omitted by Chr., who probably

applied it to the Messiah and vi^ould not admit that he could go astray.

—

15. iiD''] should be -i>D.x according to Chr., (gSiL- — '>n-i'Dn nrx Sistf D>'n

^>JDSa] Chr. has simplv y^fh n\n -i-^'NP and as we can think n( no rpasnn whv

tie should hesit.nfe tq mrr^'"" '^'^"1 ^" ^'i''^ ronnevinn. we mn.;t suppose he

shows the text of t
^-" imni""" "'• '^" •'''^1 ''' "*t^^ thnt the present^^eading is

due to scribal expansion; (g moreover found lisxa although it has \-n^Dn.

Three stages of the text are therefore represented in Chr., (5, |^.— 16. ^^D'?Dn1]

is supposed by Prof. Briggs to be an interpolation.— l^JoV] cannot be right,

and should be changed to ijd'? with lBS>— Chr. changes the wording of the

whole verse.— I^dd] the conjunction is prefixed by SilL and also by (@, which

however reads his throne as it does his house and his kingdom.— 17. pnn]

ntn is preferred by Chr.

18. David's gratitude is shown by his appearing in the imme-

diate presence of Yahweh. Sitthig is not the usual attitude of

prayer in the Old Testament, and has caused the commentators

some perplexity. But that the oriental mind does not see anything

inappropriate in it is proved by the Mohammedan ritual where it

is one of several postures, as it is in the worship of some orders of

dervishes, and in that of the Copts. The prayer begins with an

implied confession of unworthiness : What am I, and what is my

house, that thou hast brought me thus far?— 19. So far as the

verse is intelligible, it says : And this was little in thine eyes, my

Lord Yahweh, and thou hast [now] spoken concerning thy servatit

for distant ti?Jtes. The remaining clause which reads : And this

is the instruction of man, O Lord Yahiveh, gives no adequate sense

in the present connexion. It cannot mean : and this is the man-

ner of man, or : and is this the manner of man ? Conjectural

emendation has got no farther than to show that the original may

have read and hast shown me the form . . . .— 20. And jvhat

shall David say more to thee, seeing that thou knowest thy senuint,

O Lord Yahweh ? The heart of the worshipper is known to God

without much speaking.— 21. To glorify thy set-vant hast thou

promised, and according to thy heart hast thou done, in sho7uing

thy senmnt all this greatness'] this translation is based on a recon-

structed text. — 22. The author glides into general expressions of

praise, not especially appropriate to David's situation. — Therefore

thou art great] the logical conclusion from Yahweh's dealings with
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his people. — 23. The confused sentence seems originally to have

read : And who is like thy people Israel ; \_is lhere'\ another people

in the earth which a god went to 7'edee?n for himself as a people, to

make Jiimself a name, and to do for them great and terrible things,

in driving out a people and its gods before his people ? As remarked

by Geiger,* on whom later scholars depend, the scribes found even

the supposition that another god could do what Yahweh had done,

offensive or unthinkable, and so endeavoured to make the whole

refer to Israel; hence the confusion.— 24. A contrast between

Yahweh and the false gods who had not elected a people : But \y

thou didst establish thy people Israel as a people for thyselfforever']

the well-known covenant relation. — 25. Prayer that Yahweh

would carry out the word spoken to David.— 26. That thy name

tnay be great forever] that Yahweh acts for his name's sake is a

frequent thought in the later books of the canon.— In that tnen

say : Yahweh Sebaoth is God over Israel] seems to be the mean-

ing of the next clause, which however may be scribal expansion.

— 27. Because of the revelation made to him, David has found

courage to pray this prayer.— 28, 29. The theme is repeated in

slightly varying language, an indication of how much the heart of

the author was concerned for the house of David.— Thou art God
and thy words are faithfulness] the abstract noun for the adjective.

18. a'lT'M] the unusual attitude has occasioned prolix discussion on the part

of the commentators, as may be seen in Schm. p. 350 f.— Ti^'^ ti] cf. i S.

18I8
I Chr. 29".— 19. pmnS] is used of distant times in the past 2 K. 19^5,

here of distant times in the future.— mxn mm nxn] the sentence seems to

have been unintelligible to the Chronicler, who replaces it with niPD "ijn''Nii

n'^^'sn a^^<^, which however is equally obscure. The versions seem to have

no other text unless ® (vsnn) reads n^-ia for min. The mystery of the incar-

nation was found here by Luther : this is the manner of the man ivho is God
the Lord, a rendering which is defended by Calov, but rejected by the sound

sense of Schm. The latter scholar however does not succeed in his own ren-

dering, nor can the paraphrase of Grotius : familiariter mecum agis quomodo

homines hominibus agere solent be justified by Hebrew usage. On the basis

of the reading in Chr., Ewald {GVI^. III. p. 180, E. Trans. III. p. 132) con-

jectures the text to have been rh-j-ch niNn -\in3 ijnNnni, and hast made me look

upon the ranks of men omvards. But "iin in this meaning is not found else-

where, and the author could hardly have expressed this sense in wording so

* Urschrift und Uebersetzungen, p. 288.
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obscure. We. gets substantially the same meaning by restoring ."im 'jNirn

DTXn, and hast shown me generations of men. But it was not the generations

of men that interested David so much as the generations of his descendants,

and this he would have brought out distinctly. Bu. adopts We.'s conjecture,

adding a'^>*'? of his own motion (suggested by T\-:'';T:^r\ Chr.). Oettli in his com-

mentary on Chr. suggests D-\x mino ijn\s-\i, und siehst mich an so giitig als

warest du meinesgleichen. But would this Hebrew sentence express this

meaning ? I suspect that the corruption is beyond cure, but that •'jxim is a

part of the original and that it was followed by isr, possibly with the suffix;

and hast shotvn me thy beauty Lord Yahweh would be appropriate in the con-

text, and ais may be erroneous duplication of the following ijtn.— 21. ia>'3

^-i3-\] -|ijy 135J3 Chr. : Sia rhv ^o\)\6v aou (5^. The originality of ii^y seems

established, and Nestle (A/argina/ien, p. i6) restores man Tia;? na^*^ follow-

ing an indication given by Chr. in the verse preceding. — nSnjn] as shown by

Dr., the word does not fit in the present position, and I have adopted his trans-

position (from Reifmann).— 22. nViJ p"'^3?] eveKtv rov fieyaAvdrjval ae iS^-

joined with the preceding verse. The reading of (3^ is at least equally good.

— D''n'?N niH''] Kvpte, Kvpie fiou (§ points to ni.T> ijtn which we find elsewhere

in this chapter.— 23. Sxnt;"'3] Sni::''' Chr. (5. The 3 comes from the end of

the preceding words, ZA TW. VI. p. 212.— nn^] aWo <& evidently •\nn. For

^i^?•r\ Chr. has •\^r\ confirmed by the following iS and also by &^. (B^ on the

other hand has carried through an emendation reading pd*?.-! and 7*^.— ay*?]

Dj; Chr. (5 and E.— aitrSi] niir'? Chr. ©.— i"?] iS Chr. and (5.— aaS n wj;-'i]

omitted by Chr.— ddS] \>rh K with which agrees IL, whereas S renders ^^.

For n'?njn read nl'^^J with Chr.— "[nxS] tyijV Chr. and (5.— icy] although

the authorities agree, must be changed to ir>*. The next clause is contained

in the versions, but seems to be an insertion, in the line of the other changes

made. Still it is possible that the original author at the end of his long sentence

resumed the direct address.— rn'^N-i] is omitted by the Chronicler, to whom

the false gods were naught. The extent of the change made in the verse is

shown by the number of variants just given. The original text as we pick it

out of this material was : ^^-p^lsh o^rha i^n -\rN- inN3 nnx mj Sni;:"' ^CJ;^ >ci

vnSxi ^u icy ^:do injS nixniji piSij an'? mc^Si oa' iS'ai::'^ ay'^.— 24. i? jji^ni]

ppi Chr.— 25. n-j';'i] (5^ seems to have read nnj'i, joining the clause to the

following verse.— 26. <5^ omits from iCN^. It looks as if the verse had been

expanded, for the first half is optative while ]^2: n^rT> of the last clause can

hardly be so understood. Is not this a case where the Chronicler made an

insertion which afterwards affected the text of Samuel ?— 27. hpn-o] is lack-

ing in ©B.— uS-n«<] is absent from Chr. The phrase aS-PN Nsn seems to

occur nowhere else.— 29. 1121 Snih] with coordination of the verbs, instead

of subordination of the second, the construction found in I S. la^'- and in the

parallel to the present passage, i Chr. i y^'. Cf. Davidson, Syntax, 83.

VIII. 1-18. David's wars. — David conquers in succession the

Philistines, Moab, Zobah, Damascus, and Edom. The brief
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account of these wars is supplemented by a list of his officials.

The chapter is apparently from a document other than the one

which gives us Ch. lo, for the wars here enumerated are, in part

at least, the same recounted there. The tone of the whole chap-

ter is the tone of a summary— the author would give us a brief

sketch of David's wars and pass on to something more important.

1. David smote the Philistines and subdued theni^ Dt. 9'' Jd. 4"^,

cf. Jd. 3'''-. The author adds that he took something from the

hand of the Philistines, but what he took cannot now be made out

with certainty.— 2. And he smote Moab and measured them off

with a line making them lie down upon the earth'] two-thirds (of

the males we may suppose) were thus put to death. The question

as to the cruelty of this proceeding seems to be raised unneces-

sarily, when we consider how frequently the whole population was

' devoted ' in war. The Chronicler however seems to have had

some compunctions in this case, for he leaves out the notice. The

tribute afterwards exacted is disguised under the name of a pres-

ent, as so often in oriental governments. As in the time of Mesha,

it probably consisted of sheep and wool, 2 K. 3'*. This writer

seems to have no knowledge of David's obligation to Moab, as

indicated in i S. 22''.— 3. The next conquest was that of Hada-

dezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah] a small Aramaean kingdom in

the neighbourhood of Damascus, cf. i S. 14''' i K. ii"\ Accord-

ing to 2 S. lo*' the provocation was given by Hadadezer's aiding

the Ammonites against David.— When he went to lay his hand

upon the River] the phrase to lay hand upon recurs Ezek. 38^-. The

River is, here as elsewhere, the Euphrates. Whether David or

Hadadezer is the subject is not clear, but probably David. The

fact that David never actually possessed so much territory does

not prove that this author did not beheve him to have possessed

it.— 4. The original seems to have said that David captured a

thousand chai'iots and slew twenty thousand footmen. As chariots

were of no use in the hill country of Palestine, he hamstrung the

chariot horses, leaving only a hundred] for purposes of state we

may suppose.— 5. Syria of Damascus for the Syrians of Damas-

cus. The country north of Palestine seems to have been cut up

into a number of petty kingdoms. Damascus, a well-known city

X
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of great antiquity, was always an important place. The aid of the

Damascenes is given to Zobah because they are threatened with a

common danger.— 6. David reduced them to the position of

tributaries, putting garrisons in their country.— 7. David took

the golden shields] the meaning is not altogether certain, which

were on the officers of Badadezer'] an addition to the verse in (S

identifies them with those carried off by Shishak i K. 14-".

—

8. And from Tibhath and from Berothai~\ places not certainly

known to us, David took tniuh bronze] copper mines seem to have

been worked in the region of Lebanon. (!§ and Chr. add that this

bronze was used by Solomon for the vessels of the Temple— an

addition to be judged Hke that to v.^

1. r\'C'AT\ j)nn~nx] the bridle of the adnt is obscure. From its being taken

from the hands of the Philistines we infer that it was some tangible posses-

sion, probably a piece of territory. n\-ij3i nj nx Chr. would therefore be en-

tirely in place. The reason for suspecting it, is the difficulty in supposing so

easy a phrase corrupted into the reading of flj. The versions give no help

:

t\)v a,<paipi(TiJ.evriv (§, possibly reading c^jon or '?i3jn; rbr x"^'"^*' '''ov vSpayw-

yiov Aq. points to the text we have : rijv e^ovaiau tov <p6pou Sym. is the origi-

nal o{ frenum tributi (?Don jpd) IL : NncN ppn C represents the tradition

known to Aq. : NDJ ncT ,S seems to be a proper name. The expositors have

generally felt it necessary to find an equivalent for Gath and its dependent

towns given us by Chr. They have done this by making ncN equivalent to dn

as sometimes used in Hebrew for a city {t?ietropolis). The Bridle of the

Metropolis would then conceivably have been the citadel which commanded

the town and so commanded the district. But it is difficult to see why so

figurative a phrase should be used in a prose passage. On the other hand,

from the fact of the bridle or rein denoting power (as the leading string some-

times in English) some have concluded that David is here represented as tak-

ing the suzerainty from the hand of the Philistines, either that he assumed the

supreme power over them or else that he threw off their yoke. Why this again

should be so obscurely expressed, it is impossible to see. The older com-

mentators are excerpted by Pole. Among the recent scholars Ewald ( G F/^.

p. 202, E. Trans. III. p. 148) decides for the Philistine sovereignty over Israel,

which David wrested from them. Keil supposes the metropolis to be meant,

so that the phrase is equivalent to Gath, whose king he supposes to be over-

lord of the Philistines,* and in this he is followed by Erdm. whose American

editor however leaves the meaning undecided. Th. conjectures the border

;

We. retains the text, which he supposes to mean the authority over the

* Isaaki discovered tliat tlie only one of tlic Phili.stine cities which had a king

was Gath.
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metropolis, in which he is followed by Dr., while Bu. leaves a blank in his

text.— 2. S^.i::] is put in the plural by (5^.— 3:3U'n] on the use of the ad-

verbial infinitive cf. Davidson, Syntax, 87.— Sann x'rrri] the contents of one

line : (5 gives the proportion two and two, and 3L gives it one and one.—
3. n?>nn] Chr. has iTy-nn and <5 'ASpadCap. Some MSS. have the same form

in this chapter. The name is evidently similar to 'Wj'^^it, "^ip^a, and I'^r, and

the first element is the name of the god Hadad. That it is Hadad and not

Hadar seevas, evident from the names Benhadad I K. i'^^^, and Hadadrimmon

Zech. 1 2^1, as well as from the Aramaic and Assyrian parallels. Cf. BDB.
and reff ., especially Baethgen, Beitr'dge zur Seviit. Religionsgeschichte, p. 67 ff.,

also Schrader COT. p. 190 f. The god Hadad (^Addii) is met in the Tell-el-

Amarna Tablets (Winckler, 149^* i5o")> i^ Arabia (We. Skizzen, III. p. 51),

and apparently in Edom, Gen. 36^^— a^•^] <§ 'Paa^ ('Paa^) reminds us of

Rahab, Jos. tS and nian-*, i Chr. 23^'.— navi] known as Subit to the Assyri-

ans according to Meyer, Gesch.d. Alterturns, p. 347, and Schrader, COT. I.

p. 171. The Chronicler is probably mistaken in locating the battle at Hamath
which is too far north.— ni 3'''.;'n"'] is objected to by Th., Dr., as meaning

necessarily to bring back the hand where it had once been. But the pas-

sage in Ezekiel (38^-) seems to show that it may denote simply extending

one's power, for Gog, who is there addressed, had not yet possessed the coun-

tries which he was expecting to plunder. © twicTTiiffat does not imply that

the translators read 3''snS with Chr., cf. Is. i-^ (3.— i-ija] is sufficiently explicit

without the addition of ms (Qre, Chr. and (5).-—-4. a^Z"\s niss"y2n 'i'tn]

as the chariots are alluded to immediately after, it is probable that they were

mentioned here. Chr. and <§ agree in D''uni: cs^x ri>'3-'i 33i iSs, the first

part of which meets the requirements of the case. The 7000 horses or horse-

men are out of proportion to the chariots, so that probably the text is corrupt.

It is surprising that if David took the foot soldiers prisoners we should not

be told what he did with them, which is another reason for supposing that the

original text is lost, "ipv as in Arabic : /le cut the hock tendon of an animal

thus making it useless for riding.— 3Din] must here mean the chariot horses.

— 5. N3ni] the country is thought of as feminine.— 6. casj] cf. i S. 13-^.

—

7. 'aSiT'] x'^'Sii»'as © would apparently make them bracelets or armlets. None
of the passages in which the word occurs can be said to be decisive, but the

identification in (g with the a^jjn of i K. 142^ would favour shields. In Ez. 27^1

the same word is rendered by <@ quivers which Symmachus has in the present

text, whereas Aquila has here collars, cf. Field's note, Hexap. Origenis, I.

p. 558.— ^n] read '?>'.— D'?'^'n''] -|- koX e\a^€v aiira ^ovaaKfi/j. kt\. nearly all

MSS. of (3 and I. The addition is in line with some other notes which have

found their way into the text of (@, and is probably not original.— 8. n'j^c]

Chr. Pn332 : <3^ MaTf&aK (of which (5^ MatrfiaK is probably a corruption)

seems to confirm the reading of Chr.— \ii2ni] pom Chr. : Kat Sk tuv iK\eKTa>v

(3 perhaps reading mnaDi. The name here reminds us of Beiriit.— ixn]

-f '1J1 ai"PN ncS'^' n-^i'j: na Chr., contained also substantially in (g and I. The
interest of the Chronicler in all things that pertain to the Temple accounts for
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his insertion of the sentence, and it has probably come from Chronicles into

the Greek of Samuel.

9. Toil, ki/ig of Hamatli^ an important city on the Orontes,

probably capital of the Hittite kingdom.— 10. Hadoram his

soif^ seems to be the more probable form of the name. The

dignity of the ambassador shows the degree of honour paid by the

mission. — To greet David and to congratulate him~\ for his suc-

cess, for Hadadezer had been an enemy of Toif\ probably seeking

to establish an independent kingdom in a country once tributary

to Hamath. The ambassador brought an appropriate present of

jewels and objects of art.— 11. These also the king dedicated to

Yahzaeh'] quite in accord with antique custom. — 12. From
Edoni] is probably to be read. The other countries named in

the verse we have already met,

9. V'^] with Chr. we should probably read i>'n :
(gB ©o^gy, Thoii %; but

©aet (5^^.— 10. air] in which the first element might be the name of

Yahweh. Chr. however has Zi^\^^^r^ and @ 'leSSovpdv which confirms Chr. to a

certain extent, for (g^ has 'iSovpad/j. in Chr.— lyn niDnSc !;'\n'] cf. ^^c^'?D '>B'jn

Is. 41^2 (Ezek. 27!" is different).— 11. dj] indicates that other things had

been spoken of as dedicated, which is not the case in our narrative. It is not

unlikely therefore that this and the following verse are a late insertion (Bu.).

— 12. d-ind] onND Chr. and (gS besides 11 MSS. of |^. As Aram is covered

by the last clause of the verse, and as Edom belongs with Moab and Ammon,
we should correct the text here accordingly. The fact that the conquest of

Edom is narrated later, is only another evidence that these verses are an inser-

tion from another document.

13. The verse is obscure, and as the Chronicler makes the first

part of it refer to Abishai instead of David, we cannot be sure

what he read. That the account refers to Edom seems quite cer-

tain. By slight emendation we may get : And David made a

name on returning, in that he smote Edom, in the Valley of Salt^

the location is brought into connexion with Edom again in 2 K.

14^ Ps. 6o-.— 14. The treatment of Edom was the same as that

of Aram. The remark that Ya/ncch delivered David wherever he

went is evidently intended to conclude this account of his wars.

13. iniDHD 13^3] but the reputation was not made on his return but by the

smiting, (g connects aa* in vpy with what precedes and then goes on : koX

eV T(f auaKa.fji.TrTfiv avrhv iiraTa^eu — hdh ^yi'2^. The difficulty in supposing

this to be original arises from the simplicity of n^n which could hardly be cor-
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rupted into ini3nc. I suspect therefore that we should read inono 13"0.

Others have conjectured that a clause has fallen out after din. Gratz (Gesc/i.

I. p. 255) makes a conflate text from this and the Chronicler. Th. inserts

onx nn tii which is adopted by Erdm. and Keil, cf. also Kohler {Gesch. AT.
II. p. 288) who calls this the common hypothesis. We. adopts the reading of

(g. — a-ix] read anx with Chr. (gS", 6 AISS. of pj.

15-18. The administration. — David himself acted as chief

executive and constantly administered judgment and justice to all

his people. In connexion with what follows this can mean only

that David acted as chief justice, and was accessible to the people

as a monarch should be.— 16. Joab was over the army, and

Jehoshaphat son oj Ahiludwas the Recorder'\ hardly the Chronicler

who wrote the annals of the reign ; more likely the kifig's Monitor

who kept him informed of the course of public business. —
17. The priests here mentioned are evidently regarded as officers

of the court. Zadok is not mentioned earlier, but Abiathar, whose

name we should read in the second place, was the companion of

David's wanderings, i S. 22-". Sousa seems to have been the

name of the scribe.— 18. Aitd Benaiah son ofJehoiada was over

the Cherethites and the Felethites'\ that is, the body-guard. — And
David''s sons were priests^ there seems no reason to change the

plain meaning of the word.

16. 1''0TD] on the meaning of the word cf. Jacob, " Beitrage zu einer Ein-

leitung in die Psalmeu" ZATW. 1897, P- 1^-— 17. pns is called here "p
avj'ns. Possibly the genealogy is based on the succession. We.'s conjecture,

which leaves Zadok without a father, is not supported by any document. The
same may be said of the transposition of in-'aN'p ^Sc>^^• which however seems

necessary, for Abiathar acted as priest until the reign of Solomon.— iScnx]
^':'CO^< Chr. is perhaps based on the difficulty just noted.— nnr] 'Aira (5^;

Sapafas (@^: N-'-J' 20^5 (where we find 'It^o-oCs <Bi^ : '2,ovad (5^) : X'>:'V.:' I Chr.

18'^. The reading Nw'ir accounts most naturally for all the variations. Per-

haps we should make the next word -ididh.— 18. vnoni] read with the paral-

lel ^msn S>'. (§ in order to make sense inserts avfiffovAos. The endeavour to

retain the received text, by taking 1 in the sense of uy (Kimchi, Schm.), is

unsuccessful. The Cherethites are known to us as Philistines from i S. 30^*.

The Pelethites who are mentioned only in connexion with the Cherethites

cannot be certainly identified. That they constituted the body-guard of the

king is apparently the mind of the Targum which translates archers and
stingers. Cf. Josephus, Ant. VII. 11, 8. The Rabbinical expositors show their

lack of historical sense when they find here the Sanhedrim or the Urim and



3IO 2 SAMUEL

Thummim (Isaaki and Kimchi cite this from otir Rabbis but do not themselves

approve it). More excusable is the theory of Jewish expositors that two clans

of Israelites are intended (Isaaki, Kimchi, LbG.). But i S. 30^* Ezek. 25^^

Zeph. 2^ seem conclusive as to the Philistines. We hear also of Gittites in

David's service, and the custom of enlisting foreigners for the king's body-

guard has prevailed down to recent times in many countries, for obvious

reasons.— a''jn3] the traditional exegesis has difficulty in supposing David's

sons to be priests in the proper sense, for by the Levitical code none could be

priests except descendants of Aaron. For this reason the Chronicler changes

his text, substituting I'^cn -yh Dijtt'Nin. Cf. also av\dpxai (3. But there is no

reason for departing from the plain meaning of our text.

IX.-XX. David's court life. —We come now to a homogene-

ous and continuous narrative of David's experiences from the time

when he was firmly settled on the throne until near the close of his

life. The author is evidently well informed and has an interest in

presenting the history without bias. That he was not very remote

in time from the events which he narrates is evident. The unity

and integrity of the section, except some minor interpolations, is

generally conceded.

IX. 1-13. David's fidelity to Jonathan.— David inquires

whether Jonathan has left any children. He learns of one son

whom he brings to court and makes his companion, besides re-

storing to him the family property.

1. The opening of the verse is lost, or misplaced. Perhaps it

should be taken from 7^ : // came to pass ivhen David was estab-

lished in his house, that he said : Is there left of the house of Saul

any to whom I may show kindnessfor the sake ofJonathan ? The

question is as appropriate after the death of Ishbaal as after the

revenge of the Gibeonites.— 2. Information is sought from a

senuint of the house of Saul, apparently a feudal dependent, whose

name was Ziba.— 3. The king puts the question even more dis-

tinctly than at first : Is there not a man belonging to the house of

Saul?'\ and he avows his object more distinctly : that I may show

the kindness of God'\ that to which he was bound by his solemn

engagement, cf. i S. 20". Ziba informs him of a son of Jonathan

who was lame.— 4. To the king's further question Ziba says that

he is in the house of Machir son of Ammiel, in Lo- Debar'] a man

of wealth and prominence, as we gather from 1
7-'. The place was



IX. I-I3 311

beyond the Jordan, probably not far from Mahanaim.— 5, 6. In

response to the king's command Meribbaal^ on the name see the

note oxv /^, came to David and fell upon his face\ the customary

act of obeisance.— 7. Meribbaal has reason to fear, but is re-

assured by David, who not only gives a general promise of kind

treatment, but a specific one : I will restore to thee all the land of

Saul thy father'] whether this property was in possession of David

as successor in the kingdom, or whether it had been seized by

some one else, we are not told. Besides this, Meribbaal was made
a member of the king's household : thou shall eat at my table con-

tinually] this special mark of favour is the more noteworthy on

account of Meribbaal's physical imperfection.— 8. The recogni-

tion is sufficiently humble to satisfy even an oriental : What is thy

servant that thou shouldst turn thy face to a dead dog such as

I am .?] the man had doubtless been made to feel that he was a

useless member of the family, and was all the more grateful for

kind treatment. — 9, 10. David arranges that Ziba shall cultivate

the land and bring its produce to Meribbaal for his support—
presence at court would rather increase than diminish his ex-

penditure. The extent of the estate is indicated by the force

needed to cultivate it— Ziba's fifteen sons and twenty servants.

—

11. Ziba promises to obey all that the king commands. The
second half of the verse cannot be correct as it stands. It seems

originally to have been, in the form preserved by (^, the author's

concluding remark : So Meribbaal ate at David's table like one

of the sons of the king.

12, 13. The verses seem to be an appendix, giving further

information as to the line of Saul. It was represented by Merib-

baal's son Micha. The glossator feels that he must again assure

us that Meribbaal ate continually at the king's table though he was
lame iji both feet.

1. By an ingenious conjecture, Kl. prefaces this chapter with 21^-1^, and

this is adopted by Bu., so that in his edition we read the account of the

famine and the consequent vengeance of the Gibeonites on the house of Saul,

and then the story of David's remembrance of his obligation towards Jonathan.

At first view this seems natural, and the impression is strengthened by the fact

that we have an unusual p nns at the end of 2ii* which is easily made

T3 'nx Mil and appropriately introduces 9I. But on reflection the probability
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of this being the original order is reduced. It seems doubtful whether David

would wait until the evidently late date of 21 before making inquiry for the

family of Jonathan. Budde, in order to his theory, is obliged to strike out 21''

which otherwise seems entirely in place. Finally, it is difficult to see how

21^-'* if it were ever the prelude to this chapter came to be dislocated. For

these reasons it is not safe to accept the reconstruction here in mind; and we

are compelled to seek another connexion for this chapter. By striking out

the insertions from another document we find 9^ following immediately on

6^3. At the first blush this seems not to be appropriate. David's quarrel with

Michal would seem to stir up any but good thoughts towards the house of

Saul. On the other hand we must remember that the author may have in-

tended to show that the foolish words of a woman could not make David

forget his obligations to Jonathan. And it would be psychologically probable

that the unsympathetic behaviour of Michal should recall the contrasted char-

acter of Jonathan her brother, and so put David on the thought of Jonathan's

family. If this be the original order, it is probable that the opening phrase

of 7, ini33 iSdh aa" 13 ^nii once formed the introduction to the^ present sec-

tion.— 2. Ti3i'] it is not necessary to add the pronoun, as is done by (3^.—
3. d^hSn iDn] cf. nin-- ion i S. 20I*. It is difficult to suppose the meaning to

be kindness such as God shnvs. More probably, it is the kindness imposed by

God in the obligation of the oath. At the end of this verse, Bu. inserts 4*'^

which gives the cause of the lameness. It is doubtful however whether the

verse ever stood here, as the brevity of Ziba's answers seems characteristic.—
4. -I3T iS] Aa8a;8ap (S, is called in I'f' i3T n'? and (as it appears) in Jos.

1323 is called si-^.— 6. n!:0''DD] 4*. The mutilation of the name has been

already commented on.— mna-ii] in (g^ placed before Ssjm.— 8. "'JhSb'] i S.

20^9, cf. Jud. i'' and Moore's note.-— 10. ^^J^N"p'?] eis -rhv oIkov tov Kvplov

aov ©f-' is an attractive emendation; with it goes Kai (pdyourai for i?3Xl. By

adopting this we avoid the awkwardness of |^. That the family of Meribbaal

should eat of the produce of his land is quite in order.— 11. The sentence

;1J1 nira^DDi is entirely unintelligible as a part of Ziba's response to the king.

The change of >irhv to viensarn tuam made by some MSS. of 31 would allow

us to interpret it as a part of Ziba's answer. But in his mouth it is wholly

superfluous. It seems best therefore to restore the reading of (S'^B ^vi t^j

rpaireCv^ AaveiS (rod ffaaiXeais (&^), and regard the sentence as a remark of the

author. Such a remark is the natural conclusion of the account, and what fol-

lows must be an afterthought.— 12. nj^d] the spelling makes it difficult to

suppose the name contracted from ^r^>y^2. It seems to be of the same form

with Na^s v.2, cf. also ni^ 2o26. Jastrow (/BL. XIII. p. 112) cites Jerome's

suggestion that the name signifies humilitas, from lie.— 13. 't "'Pi:' nD3 vXim]

the fact that we have a change from d^Sj^ nsj of v.^ is additional evidence that

these two verses are a later addition.

X.-XII. The Ammonite war and David's adultery. — On

occasion of a change in the throne of Ammon, David sends an
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embassy to the new monarch. Their reception is anything but

agreeable, and the insult offered in the ambassadors to their

monarch is naturally followed by war. The war is made more

serious by the engagement of the Syrians on the side of Amnion.

Joab successfully repulses the Syrians and lays siege to Rabbath

Amnion. David remains in Jerusalem, where, under sudden

temptation, he commits adultery with the wife of Uriah, one of

the knights of his army. In order to conceal his crime he

sends for Uriah, and after consulting him about the state of the

army, sends him to his house. Uriah however refuses to indulge

in luxuries not suited to a soldier, and twice spends the night in

the open air. The straits into which David is brought lead him

to order the indirect murder of Uriah. His commands are car-

ried out by Joab, and he takes Bathsheba as his wife. The birth

of her son is followed by a visit from the prophet Nathan, who
rebukes David for his sin and announces the punishment. In

truth the son born of adultery is taken ill, lingers awhile and dies.

The author also tells us of the birth of Solomon from the same

mother. The siege of Rabba is concluded by David in person.

The section is suspected of expansion in the Nathan speeches,

and shows some indications of compilation from two sources.

X. 1-5. The insult. --''Na.ha.sh,h'/igo/ //ic- C/ii/t/ren (?/Ammon,
is the same we have met above, i S. 1 1^ As we do not know the

length of Saul's reign, nor at what time in the reign of David his

death took place, it is impossible to predicate extraordinary length

of his life.— 2. David, recognizing what Nahash had done for

him, sent to condole with Hanun concerning his father. Possibly

Nahash, as an enemy of Saul, had given aid to David in his early

struggles.— 3. The princes of Animon, with Bedawish scorn for

the peasant king, provoke the suspicions of their chief: Dosf thou

think that David is hofiouring thy father that he has sent bearers

of condolence ? The interested motive is found in the olifice of

these messengers as spies. David's treatment of Moab and Edom
gave colour at least to the suspicion of his ambitious designs.—
4. With the lack of seriousness so often seen in a youthful prince

(as in the case of Rehoboani) Hanun was ready to act upon these

suspicions. He took the mt's>?>tngexs and shaved half their heard'\
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the person of an ambassador should be inviolate. Moreover the

beard is held in especial honour in the East : and cut their robes

in tivo to their bnttocks\ the long flowing robes of the ambassa-

dors were thus reduced to less than decency required.— 5. The

news reached David and he judiciously advised them to remain at

Jericho, the frontier city, until the growth of their beards should

allow them to return without being subject to annoyance.

1. pny "IJ2 I'^c] the Chronicler prefixes rnj which we should certainly

expect at the beginning of the account. Chr. (19^) on the other hand omits

]ijn. It seems to me the name is required in both cases. (5 however has the

same text with |^.— 2. vax'Sx] vax S;? Chr. is more in accord with usage,

cf. Jer. 16''. —-3. Is David honouring thy father in thine eyes ?~\ the meaning

is : Does it seevi to thee that David is doing this for his alleged purpose ? On
the participle, Dr. Tenses^, § 135, 4.— -iV"i"''^N T" "''•^J'^] as the fortified

city was of great importance, it is here put in the foreground. Chr. makes a

general reference to the land.— 4. Instead of half their beards, (5 puts their

beards.— an>nin!S'"n;?] the shameful nakedness of captives is described in the

term nr'^Diirn Is. 20*.— 5. anau'i] the regular consecution after the impera-

tive, Davidson, Syntax, § 55 a.

6-14. The opening of the war.— The Ammonites saw that

they had made themselves of bad odour with David^ as we readily

conceive.— They therefore hired the Syrians of Beth Rehob'\ a

city in the Lebanon (Antilebanon) region. Num. 13-^ near Dan

Jd. i8-\ Zobah is known to us from 8\ It is possible that

Hadadezer was originally mentioned in this verse as he is there.

Maacah another small kingdom in the same region, Dt. 3^'* Jos.

13". Tob is probably the country mentioned in Jd. 11", but has

not been identified.— 8. The Ammonites formed their order of

batde before the gate— we naturally suppose the gate of Rabbah

— while the Syrians drew up by themselves in the open country']

Joab was thus between" two fires.— 9. Discovering this, he felt

that the defeat of the Syrians was the important point, and with a

picked force he threw himself upon them.— 10. The bulk of the

army he put under the command of Abishai, and they drew up

facing the Children of Ammon.— 11, 12. Joab encourages his

brother with the promise of mutual help, and exhorts him to show

himself strong for the sake of our people and for the cities of our

God] the latter phrase is unusual, —- 13, 14. The plan was that
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Joab should make the first attack while Abishai held the Ammon-
ites in check. The onset was successful ; the Syrians fled : The

Annnonites saw that the Syrians had fled, and they fled and

entered the cit\<\ they had kept a place of retreat open. The
conclusion of the verse : And Joab returned from the Ammonites

and came to Jerusalenf\ marks the close of this campaign.

6. 1113 i^'N3j] cf. I S. 13''. I Chr. 19'^ substitutes "cn Dy irxopn. Moore

(^Judges, p. 399) conjecturally identifies Beth Rehob with Paneas. The fact

that Hadadezer is mentioned in v.i^ without any introduction favours Budde's

theory (A'^". p. 250) that he was originally named in this verse, and further

probability is given by the mention of the king of Maacah.— 3Vj] can hardly

be Taiyyibeh in Gilead (GASmith and Buhl). The small number of troops

sent from Maacah leads We. to suppose t:'\x r|SN to be an interpolation and

he thus gets the king of Maacah and Ishtob. Kl. makes a further change by

striking out the conjunction, and so finds the name of the king to be Ishtob.

There seems however no sufficient reason for departing from the text. The
Chronicler makes the unheard-of force of 32,000 chariots and the king of

Maacah and his people. He also adds that the allies came and camped before

Medeba which is adopted without sufficient reason by Kl. ; v.^ is decidedly

against it. — 7. an^jn NOi'n-'r'a] we might perhaps allow the apposition : the

army, the heroes. But this is an unusual construction, and here especially

suspicious because all the army naturally means the militia in distinction from

the veteran force of D''iaj. Chr. has annjn n2S Sd which is evidently intended

for all the army ofheroes, though the punctuators perversely read n3v. (gL ^Iso

has -waaav tt]v ffTpanav tSiv Suvarwv with which agree ^CIL. I suspect how-

ever that either Nasn or onajn is a later insertion. Gratz conjectures N3sn

Dn3).i\ The subsequent account shows that more than the standing army

was engaged.— 8. ijra'n nDo'] i^;'n nP3 Chr. <S^. Such substitutions are not

uncommon.— 9. SsntJ'O mnj] the construct before a preposition undoubt-

edly occurs, Davidson, Syntax, 28, R. i, but as the Chronicler has '^sn^'^j mna

it seems proper to correct our text accordingly. (§^ seems to point to •>J3 una

hii-\V whereas (5^ renders Sntj'> mna.— 10. •<z'2i<'\ here only, in Samuel.—
"in>''i] the plural is found in Chr. and (5^, but is not necessary. It would

be proper in English also to say Abishai drew up before the Ammonites.—
12. ij''n'?N n>'] occurs nowhere else and is inappropriate here, for the cities of

Yahweh were not in danger. There is ground therefore for Kl.'s conjecture

(adopted by Bu.) that the Ai-k of our God originally stood here. The Ark

went with the army on a subsequent campaign as we know.— 13, 14. The
account is very brief and was probably once fuller.

15-19. A second campaign.— Our present text contains the

account of an effort on the part of the Syrians to retrieve them-

selves. The paragraph breaks the sequence of the narrative how-
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ever, and is possibly from another source. There seems no room

for it in the time at our disposition, and the bringing in of the

Syrians from beyond the river shows a conception of the situation

different from anything we have met above.

15, 16. The consciousness of defeat caused the Syrians to take

joint measures— they ga thej-ed together, and Hadadezer setit arid

brought out the Syrians beyond the River'] the Euphrates is meant.

The face of the narrative indicates that his authority extended

into Assyria, unless we suppose that he simply applied for assist-

ance to the king of that country.— They came to Helam] the

place, which is mentioned again in the next verse, is unknown.—
17. David musters all Israel and takes the offensive.— 18. The

result was a decisive defeat for the Syrians. It is difficult to

suppose that the clause he slew seven hundred chariots is original,

though perhaps it may be justified by the analogy of 8* where

David is said to have hamstrung all the chariots. The enormous

number of 40,000 horsemen is suspicious, especially in view of the

fact that this author does not speak of footmen at all, while Chr.

has 7000 chariots and 40,000 footmen.— 19. This verse, by speak-

ing of all the kings, servants of Hadadezer, implies that Hadadezer

was chief ruler, having subject monarchs. This is in contradiction

to 8^ where his sovereignty is limited by the kingdom of Hamath.

— They made peace with Israel] cf. Jos. lo'''.

15-19. The later insertion of the paragraph is affirmed by Winckler (Cwf-^.

Israels, p. 139). More exactly, he believes that v.''* joins directly to v.^*.

—

16. The presence of Hadadezer, which has not been intimated before, is

another argument for the separate origin of the paragraph. The current

editions of the text have Hadarezer here, as in Chr. But the Mantua edition

of 1742 (with the Minchath Shai), Baer, and Ginsburg have Hadadezer as

elsewhere in Samuel.— dSir] rendered iheir army by Thenius is doubtless the

same proper name which occurs just below— so (SSST. If Cornill is correct

in restoring the same name in Ezek. 47^^, it was on the boundary line between

the territories of Hamath and Damascus. On the other hand, it has been

identified by Hoffmann {Plion. hischriften, p. 39) with Aleppo (Haleb). For

•\iyv Chr. has ^^1r.— 17. ncN'^n] a different spelling of the name. It is

omitted by Chr.— 18. J-in>i] the objects of this verb seem always to be things

that have life— the vine Ps. 78*'' is no exception. The 7CXX5 chariots of the

Chronicler are in line with some other exaggerations of his.— '^NT.:'>"nN icSu'm]

as in Jos. lo^- S whereas Chr. substitutes D;? for pn, like i K. 22^^, The clause
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and they feui-ed to deliver the Ammonites seems superfluous after the Syrians

have become subject to Israel, and was possibly the original conclusion of v.^*.

XI. 1-5. David's sin.— The author has enclosed the account

of David's sin between portions of the history of the Ammonite

war, 1 1^ being continued by i2-^ The time and the circumstances

agree so well, that we must suppose him to follow the actual order

of events. — 1. The time seems to be fixed at a year after the

embassy to Hanun. The return of the season was a fitting time

to refresh the king's memory of the insult. Joab and the army

therefore laid waste the Ammo?iites in the well-known method of

oriental warfare, where the growing crops are eaten off by the

invaders. The campaign in this case was more than a raid, for

the Israelites laid siege to Rabba the chief city of Ammon. The

ruins (or town, it has recently received a Circassian colony, ac-

cording to GASmith, Geog. p. 20) still bear the name Amman;
cf. Burckhardt, Travels in Syria, p. 356 ; Baedeker, Palestine"-,

p. 185 i. The site is about twenty miles east of the Jordan, east

by north from Jericho. The siege of a walled town was a tedious

matter, so that David can hardly be blamed for remaining at

Jerusalem.— 2. One afternoon David arose from his siesta and
walked on the roof of the palace~\ which, being on the highest

point of the city, commanded a view of the courts of the sur-

rounding houses. Thence he saw a woman bathing.— 3. To his

inquiry one said : Is 7101 this BatJisheba, daughter of Eliani\ ac-

cording to 23''* he was a son of the well-known Ahitophel ; the

wife of Uriah the Hittite^ one of the foreigners in David's service.

— 4. David sends for her and gratifies his passion, /^r j/i(? was

cleansed from her impurity^ the remark is added to show why

conception followed.— 5. She relied upon the king to find a way

out of the difficulty.

1. donSdh] is vocalized as though it vitxt Zi^'^r^Ty and so read by Chr.

(i Chr. 20^) and the versions. The clause is then supposed to mean eo

tempore quo sclent reges ad bella procedere %. But if this be the meaning, it

is obscurely expressed, for the ad bella, which gives the point, is not repre-

sented in |§. The interpretation seems especially unfortunate, in that the

example of David shows that kings did not regularly go out to war, but some-

times sent their armies. We might suppose indeed that there is a covert con-

demnation of David for not doing as kings (on this theory) usually do. But this
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seems far fetched. The supposition of Kimchi therefore claims attention which

is that the time designated is the season of ilic year when the kings [of Syria]

inade their invasion. If however we go so far, it is better to accept the Kiib

Di3X'?,':n and understand at the season of the year when the messengers ofDavid

first wentforth. This interpretation was suggested by Griitz {Geseh. d. Juden,

I. p. 254) and is adopted by Kl.— 2. 13d;'D '?j;d] it is assumed that he usually

took an afternoon sleep.— i^nn^] Gen. 3^. — Bathsheba is called in i Chroni-

cles, 3"^, Snidj; pj jJVi'TiD, where the 1 has been softened into 1,* and the two

elements of the name d;)iSn have been transposed.— nnis] we naturally

interpret the name as meaning Yahweh is my light. If that be the sense, we

may suppose that the Hittite adopted a new name or modified his old one, on

entering David's service. On such names, cf. Jastrow, JBL. XIII. p. 122.

—

4. npNcOD niinpHD N'lni] cannot mean and she purified herself by ablution after

coition, which would require "'ipnm. The participle indicates what had just

been accomplished by the bath at her house— ritual cleansing after the peri-

odic sickness (Isaaki, Kimchi). That such a time was favourable to concep-

tion was known to the Arabs at an early day, cf. WRSmith, Kinship, p. 276.

The conceit of the Rabbis that David's men divorced their wives before going

on a campaign, is a device to minimize David's guilt.

6-13. The attempt at concealment. — David sent to the army

for Uriah.— 7. And when Uriah came, David asked about Joab

and the army and the war, as if he had sent for him in order

to be informed about the campaign.— 8. At the end of the

interview, David commands : Go to thy house and wash thyfeet\

refresh thyself after thy journey.— And there followed him a por-

tion from the king\ Gen. 43""'.— 9. But Uriah lodged at the gate

of the palace with his lord's servants, that is, the body-guard.—
10, 11. Uriah, on being questioned, gives the chivalrous answer

:

The Ark and fsrael and Jiidah are camping in booths, and my

lord Joab and my lord's se?vants are camping in t/ie open fields,

and J should go to Jiiy house to eat and to drink and to lie witli my

wife ! The statement of the supposition is enough to show its

absurdity. But he adds his oath. It is altogether probable that

women were taboo to soldiers in active service, 1 S. 21". This is

the only intimation that the Ark was carried in David's campaigns,

but from the fact that the priests start to carry it in the train which

* On the other hand it is possible that jjii:', which we find in some other proper

names, is the original form ; notice Shua, Abishua, Eliskua, and Jchoshua. These

names seem to indicate that yiir was the name of a divinity, and this would account

for the change.
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leaves Jerusalem at Absalom's invasion, taken in connexion with

this passage, we may infer that the practice was not uncommon.

—

12. Another attempt must be made, so Uriah is kept another day.

— 13. This time the king invited him and he ate in his presetice

and drank, so that he made him dntnk^ in the hope that the wine

would cause him to forget his resolution. But the sturdy soldier

was not so to be overcome : In the evening he tvent out to lie on

his couch with the soldiers'\ egregius sane miles et constantissimus

(Schm.).

6. After 3nti"Sn (5 inserts isn'^ perhaps correctly, though the presumption

is in favour of the shorter text. — 7. ncn^Dn DiSt:''?i] seems a little odd. But it

shows how Di^a' had taken a very wide meaning.— 8. ^Sc^ pnit'd] the king^s

present in this case was, no doubt, a dish from the royal table.— 9. So] lack-

ing in (S^, is superfluous. — 10. Uriah's house lay at a lower level than that

of the king, hence his going down to it is spoken of.— 11. ni3D] are rude

shelters, huts or booths, made of branches of trees. For an instance of devo-

tion among Mohammed's followers similar to that of Uriah, 1 may be allowed

to refer to my Bible and Islam, p. 19.— y^'Si •'ni ^n] is tautological, and

perhaps one of the phrases is an error for ni.T' ^n.— 12. mncci] is by most

recent expositors connected with what follows, in agreement with @^. But I

cannot see the necessity. Only two nights are spoken of. The principal

meal was in the evening, as we gather from v.^. There is no reason why

David should not invite Uriah that day.— 13. Nipii] continues the narrative

without pause: Uriah remained ... and the king invited him.

14-27. The murder.— Despairing of accomplishing his object,

David plans the death of Uriah.— 14, 15. He writes a letter in

which he commands Joab : Set Uriah in face of the heaviest fight-

ing and retreat, leaving him in the lurch, that he may be smitten

and die.— 16. Joab, in posting the besiegers, set Uriah where he

knezv there were valiant meri] according to the command given.

— 17. A sortie was made and there fell some of the soldiers of

David, and Uriah the Hittite died also'] the device was successful

at the first attempt.— 18, 19. Joab sends a verbal report. He
anticipates that the general news will not be pleasing to the king.

Possibly the king's prudence had before this come into conflict

with Joab's rashness.— 20, 21. Joab is made to put a somewhat

extended speech in the mouth of David, which reflects the opinion

of the narrator rather than that of Joab or of David. There

seems no reason to suppose however that the verse is a later inter-
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polation. Our author may well have been acquainted with the

story of Abimelech, which belongs to one of our oldest documents.

The example of his death may have been proverbial among He-

brew soldiers, and have given a rule concerning the attack on

walled towns. These are only possibilities, but, so far as they go,

they favour the originality of -'*. Did not a woman throw a milt-

stone upon him from the wail ? cf. Jd. 9''^. Joab realizes that the

news of Uriah's death will appease the king and, according to ^,
takes no special care to disguise the fact from the messenger. &^

has here the whole of the messenger's reply as given in ^^', which

does in fact disguise the main point ; see the critical note.—
22. The text of ^ has been shortened to avoid repetition. This

is in accordance with the taste of a later time. The older writers

did not hesitate to repeat themselves. Restore therefore in accord-

ance with & : And the messenger ofJoab luent to the king in Jeru-

salem, and came a?id told David all thatJoab commanded him, all

the news of the 7var. And David''s anger burned against Joab,

and he said^ there follow the exact words anticipated by Joab,

which need not be repeated.— 23. The reply of the messenger:

The men were bold against us and came out to us in the field, and

we drove them back to the entrance of the gate. — 24. Continuation

of the account : The soldiers of David in the heat of the pursuit

came within range of the archers on the wall, and there died of

the king's servants about eighteen men, and also thy servant Uriah

the Hittite is dead^ thus expressed, the mention of Uriah comes

quite naturally, as he was a prominent soldier. The eighteen inen

are given in only one recension of (©, but seem to be original.—
25. David is reUeved by this statement, and he commands the

messenger to encourage Joab : Let not this matter displease thee,

for the sword devours thus aiid thus'\ so we must translate on the

ground of Jd. 18^ i K. 14^. The meaning seems to be : noia one

and now another falls, so that this is only the common experience.

At the end of the verse the received text has and strengthen him,

that is, encourage Joab. The word is possibly a scribe's after-

thought.— 26. The woman observed the usual period of mourn-

ing for her husband.*— 27. As soon as this was over, David sent

* Seven days according to Schwally, /..ITU'. 1892, 153.
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and brought her to his house, and she became his wife. Marriage

very soon after the death of a consort is common in the East, so

that this haste did not violate the conventions. The case of Abi-

gail is similar. The last clause of the verse : But the thing which

David had done was evil in the eyes of Yahweh belongs with what

follows.

15. i::n] here apparently used like up. But the original may have been

S'3n (Kl.) : iiffdyayi (§^.— 16. nic^'3] not in observing \h& city, but in keep-

ing guard over it, which was the work of the besiegers. We hear nothing

of battering-rams or mines, so that we conclude the city was to be reduced by

starvation.— I'l;?'^"'^^'] "i''j?'"'"nN which is found in some MSS. seems better, but

'n"'?y would be better still.— 21. P'^on^] another instance of the mutilation

of a name because it contained the word Baal. (5^ has 'lepoBodK which
©s has corrupted to 'lepofiodfx.— p-\d!<i] Instead of the brief reply Uriah also

is dead, O^^ inserts here the whole explanation of the situation as given in

-^- 2-t
: t/ie men were bold against us, etc. The case is similar to that in v?-'^,

where <@ inserts David's speech as Joab expected him to make it. The argu-

ments for the originality of the//i/i here seem to be the same as there, except

that the outward attestation is weaker. On the whole the probability seems

to be on the side of (§^.— 22. For "inSdh : b dyyeXos 'Icuaff irphs rhv 0a<Ti\ea

els '\fpou(Ta\7)ix (S.— aNr] Ko.vTa to pr)fiara rod TroKejxov. Kal fdufj.u>6r] Aai/elS

irphs 'IcodB ktA. (§. The genuineness of this additional matter is recognized

by Th., We., Dr., Bu., Kl., Ki.— 23. irSy nai] can hardly be so strong as

prevailed over us. The garrison had made a sally. That they had mustered

up courage to do this is the point of the story.— aniSj; .Tinji] seems to mean

we drove them back : <jvvt\\a.(rap.iv ^^. Possibly the original reading was dif-

ferent, but if so it cannot certainly be recovered. We should expect at least

DnnnwS.— 24. D''N-iicn iNnM] confusion of n-\> and np% cf Ges. ^^ 75 rr.

—

"iSdh n2>'c] (§^ adds ioael arSpes Se'fca Ko.\ oKTii). It is difficult to see why any

one should insert the words if they were not original, while a scribe who was

concerned with the fate of Uriah alone might leave them out.— 25. "i3"in-pN]

grammatically the nominative to yTi ; but the speaker has in mind the logical

force of the phrase, in which nain is the object of the emotion indicated in

the verb, Ges. -^, 117 /, Davidson, Syntax, 72^4.— mprni J comes in awk-

wardly after the command to Joab, and is lacking in <B>^- as well as a number

of MSS.

XII. 1-15^. The rebuke of Nathan.— The prophet, being sent

to David by Yahweh, puts his conduct before him by recounting a

feigned case of trespass. David is convicted of sin and professes

repentance. He is assured of forgiveness, but at the same time

the evils which are to come upon him for his sin are predicted.

Y
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It is doubtful whether the piece is of the same origin with what

precedes and follows. If we leave it out, we get a very good con-

nexion, joining ii-'*' directly to 12^"''': The thing was evil in the

sight of Yahweh, and Yahwch smote the child zvhich the wife of

Uriah bore to David. There is nothing unreasonable in supposing

that the early narrative was content with pointing out that the

anger of Yahweh was evidenced by the death of the child. A later

writer was not satisfied with this, but felt that there must be a

specific rebuke by a direct revelation. It is possible also that the

incident of Nathan has itself been worked over, as will be seen in

the course of the exposition.

1. Nathan appears ostensibly with a case for the king's judg-

ment, a flagrant case of oppression of the poor by the rich.—
2, 3. The rich man had many sheep and cattle, but the poor man
had nothing but one little ewe lamb which he had bought ; he fed

it and it grew tip with him and with his children'] such pet lambs

are frequently seen in the houses of the poor in Syria. It used to

eat of his moi'sel and drink of his cup and lie in his bosom] the

preciousness of the single pet made it, in fact, like a daughter.—
4. The occasion of the tragedy was the coming of a traveller.

The duty of hospitality is imperative. But the rich man spared

his own, and took the lamb of the poor man a?id prepared it for

the man who hadfust come] similar cases were doubtless common
enough, and a part of the king's work is to judge the cause of the

oppressed. — 5. The statement of the case was enough : By the

life of Yahweh the man that did this is worthy of death] it does

not appear that David would actually sentence him to death, i S.

20^^ 26^*^.— 6. And he shall restore the lamb sevenfold] reading

with (gJ*.

1. I-'^J] (SS and 3 MSS. of ||J add N^^jn. The insertion of such explicative

words is generally secondary, but at the opening of this section the word

seems necessary. After iS (5^ adds : ^Kirayy^iKov Sr] fji.01 t^i/ Kpiaiv Tairr)v,

which is represented also in I, whence it passed over into many MSS. of IL.

It is not necessary to the sense (as is affirmed by Kl.) and can be explained

as a scribe's insertion, though it is adopted by Ew. and Kl.— rN-(] another

case of irregular insertion of N. — 2. i''ii'y';'] There seems to be no reason for

this punctuation; the article is necessary to the sense, as we see from an^i of

the next verse.— 3. n^n^] as in Is. 7-1.— Sjnp] the tense in this and the two

following verbs expresses customary action.— 4. ^S^] as We. points out, the
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parallel is close to the use of our word visit— there came a visit to the rich

man. — T'^ivn •kT'iN^] there are cases enough of the anarthrous noun in such

a phrase to justify the punctuation.— Pir;'*?] the same verb is used of Abra-

ham's preparing a calf for his guests, Gen. 18''.— 6. a\~i>'3iN] ewTairKaaiova
(gB ai.^ -pjig change to |§ was made to bring David's ruling into line with the

law of theft, Ex. 2i37 (Th.).— Scn-^S niVN Vyi] Schill proposes (ZATIV. XI.

p. 318) to change nS to 1^, making the sense: am/ spared his own. The
received text however seems to make fairly good sense.

7. The application : Thou art the man'\ for the sake of dis-

tinctness (§ adds who has done this. But the shorter text is more

vigorous. The following speech sets forth the obligation imposed

by Yahvveh's benefits. David was the rich man.— 8. I gave thee

thy 7nastef's house and thy master's wives into thy bosom'] we have

no other indication that David possessed the harem of Saul. But,

according to the law of succession, they were his by right. And
if this were too little I would add as much again'] the reference is

evidently to the wives, first from the form of the pronoun, secondly

because it was the abundance in wives which formed the contrast

between David's wealth and Uriah's poverty.— 9, 10. JFhy hast

thou despised Vahweh'] the giver of so much good, in doing that

which was evil in his eyes] Yahweh is the protector of the op-

pressed. The logical ending of the question is the last clause of

V.'*' : afzd hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife ?

This is the crime that is set forth in the parable. The present

text has been expanded by a double reference to the murder

of Uriah, and by the threat that the sword shall not turn from
David's house forever, an inappropriate prediction.— 11. The
prophetic discourse takes a fresh start, denouncing a punishment

in kind : I will take thy wives before thine eyes and will give them

to thy neighbour] the evident reference is to Absalom's conduct

in taking possession of his father's concubines.— 12. The pun-

ishment should be as public as the crime had been secret.

—

13. David, convicted by the prophet's presentation, confesses his

guilt. He is assured : Yahweh has caused thy sin to pass away]
it is misleading to translate has forgiven. The sin rested upon
David and would work death for him. Yahweh took it away so

that he should not die, but it wrought the death of the child.

—

14. Nevertheless, because thou hast scorned Yahweh in this thing,
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the child that is born to thee shall surely die\ the text has been

altered to avoid reading an offensive expression.— 15^. The

visit of Nathan, or rather the account of it, is concluded.

7. ti'^NHj ^ woi^ffas TovTo is added by (§.— nin> iCK"n3] Bu. supposes these

words with what follows to the word ir;.'a in v.^, to be a later expansion, so

that the original connexion was : T/iou art the man ! Uriah the Hittite hast

thou slain. But this spoils the parable. It was not the murder that was the

point of the parable, but the rape of the neighbour's darling. It is indeed

explicable that this should be lost sight of in a measure when the author inter-

poses a rehearsal of Yahweh's benefits. Had he proceeded at once to the

specification of the crime, he would have put the adultery in the foreground.

But while this accounts for the order of the clauses in the text, it would not

justify omission of the adultery from the accusation.— 8. T'jnx no'PN] ra

irc^i/ra toC Kvpiou crov (3^: T'la nj3 <S. It is possible that there was originally

a reference to Michal, the daughter of Saul, as is supposed by Kl.— n''3"nN

min>i '?{<-\;"'] as hjhd at the end of the verse palpably refers to the wives of

David, there is strong reason to think that & has here preserved the original

reading, the daughters of Israel and Judah. David had not been slow to take

of these as wives and concubines. Geiger classes this among the intentional

changes of the scribes, and We.'s protest seems to be based on modern rather

than ancient feeling.— 9. 'i'' 13T pn] probably we should read "11 pn with (5^

and Theodotion (Nestle). At the conclusion of the speech we expect the

crime which is set forth in the parable to be most prominently mentioned.

The received text gives however : Uriah thou hast slain with the sivord, his

wife thou hast taken as thy wife, aiid him thou hast slain tvith the sword of

the Am?nonites. This is confusing from its double mention of the murder, as

well as its reversal of the true order. As the next verse comes back to the

crime with the emphasis upon the rape, I suspect that verse to have preserved

to us the original ending of this one in the words 'ui npni, which would be the

proper continuation of v.^ after iry2.— 11, 12. The punishment here threat-

ened does not seem to be within the plan of the original author of this section.

He saw the punishment of David's sin in the death of the child. This was

inflicted even after David's repentance. It is surprising therefore that after

the repentance this punishment (Absalom's insult) should not be alluded to.

Either it also should be made a part of the exemplary chastisement, or it

should be remitted. The inconsistency of the present recension is obvious,

and I suspect that vv.^^- ^^ are a later insertion. The original train of thought

dealt somewhat mildly with David : he had indeed taken his neighbour's

wife, and by his own judgment deserved death; but his repentance secured his

reprieve; the sentence was commuted to the death of the child. This was too

mild for a later editor, who worked over ^'^ as already shown.— 14. psnj

mn> O'STn] The verb nowhere means cause to blaspheme. The only sense

appropriate here is indicated by the ''j.-ira of v.^'*. The insertion of la^N was
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made to prevent repetition of an apparently blasphemous phrase in the public

reading (Geiger, Urschrift, p. 267), cf. a similar instance i S. 25--.

15^-25. The death of the child.— The well-known account

needs but little comment. As already indicated, the half verse ^^^

seems to have joined originally to 11-'': Yahweh was displeased

with the thing which David had done, and smote the child . . .

and it became sick.— 16. David does not show any indication

that the doom of the child had been pronounced by the prophet

:

David besought God for the boy andfasted strict/y'] the afflicting

oneself was to move the pity of Yahweh. During all the time of

the illness, he came in and lay on the earih~\ we naturally suppose

in sackcloth as (§^ reads, and we naturally suppose also that it was

before Yahweh, though this is rendered doubtful by v.-°. 17. His

courtiers, the elders of his house, stood over him as he lay on the

ground to raise him up\ the Sheikhs of the family naturally had

large influence with the king.— 18. On the seventh day the crisis

of the disease was reached, and the child died.—And the officers

of David were afraid to tell him'\ by a very natural course of

reasoning : how shall we say : the child is dead, so that he will

do some harm .?] something desperate, as we may paraphrase.—
19. The effect was not what they anticipated : David saw that his

courtiers were whispering together and perceived that the child 7vas

dead.— 20. The fact that he came to the house of Yahweh atid

worshipped after changing his clothes indicates that his fasting

had not been there. — 21. The officers find his conduct strange :

While the child was yet alive thou didst fast and weep, but when
the child died thou didst rise up and eat bread^ the fullest expres-

sion of grief (fasting and weeping) generally comes when death

has occurred. — 22. The explanation is that by fasting and weep-

ing he hoped to move Yahweh : Who knoweth whether Yahweh
will have mercy and so the child will live .?] where we should say

in EngHsh : whether Yahweh may not have mercy.— 23. But the

event has declared itself: Why is it that I should fast/ Am I
able to bring him back ? I am journeying to him, but he will not

return to ine'\ some sort of continued existence in Sheol seems to

be implied.— 24. Bathsheba bears a second child who receives

the name Solomon. Whether the name means the peaceful is im-
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possible to say. From this narrative we should rather conjecture

recompense, the child which replaces the one taken away.

—

25. The verse should include the last two words of v.-^ : And
Yahweh loved him and sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet

and called his name Jedidiah'] that is : the Beloved of Yahweh.

The phrase at the end of the verse is probably to be corrected

to : by the word of Yahweh.

16. N3i] the tense indicates his constant custom during this period.

—

iyi>\ ^'^1] @^ has only one of the two verbs, whereas (5^ (with a number of

Greek MSS.) has koX eKadfuSiv iv aaKKtf — ptro
i'?!.

The same reading is

probably that of I because Ambrose gives in cilicio jacuit (cited by Sabatier),

and the Codex Legionensis has et dormivit in cilicio. This ancient attesta-

tion makes the reading important, and its internal probability is evident,—
21. ^n ^':'^^ ini"3] is retained by Dr. who translates on account of the child

when alive. We. had however acutely conjectured that the original reading

was -n -ii;3, nd this is confirmed by ©^ and C, as well as by the following

verse.— 22. ^jjn>] the correction of the Qre (^jjni) is unnecessary, as re-

marked by Dr.— 24. NipM] Nipni Qre is unnecessary.— 25. iin-i nnpj] can

hardly be correct. We must read mni -l2^3 with &^ and one Hebrew edition

(Cappel, Critica Sacra, p. 265). ^IL add n.iN.

26-31. The account of the siege of Rabba is resumed.

—

26. Joab takes the tvater city\ apparently a fortification built to

protect the fountain which still flows at Amman.— 27, 28. Joab,

in sending the news, prefers that his king should have the glory

:

Gather the rest of the people and camp against the city and take it,

lest I take the city and it be called by my name'] as Jerusalem had

received the name C/Vv of David.— 29. The advice is carried

out, and David captures the city. — 30. And he took the crown

of Milcom] the chief god of the Ammonites, from his head, and

the weight of it was a talent of gold] the weight is sufficient to

show that it could be worn only by a statue. — And upon it was a

precious stone and it (the stone) came upon David's head] a par-

allel in the crown of the Delian Apollo is cited by Nestle {Mar-

ginalien, p. 17). The name of the god is disguised by the

punctuators partly from reluctance even to pronounce the name

of the abomination, partly from unwilHngness to admit that

David's jewel had once been contaminated by contact with the

iciol.— 31. There has been some controversy over this verse, the

question being whether David tortured his captives, or whether
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he put them at hard labour. For the former might be argued

that he had received special provocation, both in the insult offered

his ambassadors and in the obstinate resistance to the siege. But

the theory cannot be consistently carried through without straining

the meaning of the words. The most probable interpretation is

that he brought out the people and set them at the saws and the

picks and the axes and made them work at the hrick-viouhis^ their

lot, which could be compared to that of the Israelites in Egypt,

was to the Bedawy, and scarcely less so to the peasant, the most

wretched that could be conceived.

26. n^i'^an ti>'] is called just below a''?:n iv> which should be restored

here. Rabba itself was the royal city. On the interchange of noSo and ^^n

cf. We. Cheyne conjectures a3'?s iv meaning the citadel, Ex. Times, 1898,

p. 144. — 30. dd'?2] is vocalized as though it meant their king. But the

crown of 130 pounds' weight could never have been worn by a man, and the

king would certainly not have sat in state while David approached and took

the crown. It seems quite certain therefore that the idol of the Ammonites is

meant, whose name is given as bo';'p i K. 11^. (§ has here iyieAx<$A, MeAxo/i,

MoAxaJ/u and other forms, in the various MSS., while (g^ conforms to the read-

ing of the punctuators.— pNi] Chr. has pN nai which I have adopted, as it is

confirmed by SST here. The received text would assert that the whole crown

was placed on David's head.— 31. aw'M] i Chr. 20^ has -\r''i which means he

sawed (hem. But while he might saw them with saws, the other instruments

here mentioned would be without an appropriate verb. The reading has crept

into (gL.— p'^iDJ aniN ni^yni] is unintelligible. The Ktib is probably right in

reading p'?D3. The p'?C is however not the brick kiln but the wooden form

in which the clay is pressed into shape. We are compelled in accordance

with this to change i''2;'n into i^3>'n with Chr. .So Gratz {Gesch. I. p. 256),

and Hoffmann, ZATJV. II. p. 53 ff.

XIII. 1-XIV. 33. The violation of Tamar and the conse-

quences.— The story is well known; the violation of his sister is

avenged by Absalom and he is obHged" to flee the country. By a

device of Joab the king is induced to pronounce in favour of his

recall. The history throws much light upon the social condition

of the people. It is from the old and good source from which we

have so much of David's history, and it has suffered comparatively

little in transmission.

1-7. A stratagem is suggested by Jonadab whereby Tamar will

be brought into the power of her brother.— 1. Tamar, own sister
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to Absalom, was beautiful like her brother.— And Amnon son

of David'] the author so describes him to show that he was only

a half brother to Tamar. From 3- we learn that he was the oldest

son.— 2. Afid Amnon was so distressed that he grew sick] on

account of the apparent hopelessness of his passion —for she was

a virgiti] so that he thought it impossible to make any approaches.

— 3. Jonadab his cousin and intimate friend was a very wise man,

though in this case his wisdom was put to base uses. — 4. The
inquiry : Why art thou thus weak, O Prince, morning by morn-

ing ? On hearing the cause the adviser has a device ready.

—

5. Amnon was to feign himself sick and when the king should

visit him, to say : Let Tamar my sister come and give me to eat

and prepare the food in my sight, that I may see it and eat from
her hand] the sick fancy was likely to be indulged by the king.

— 6. At the visit Amnon asks specifically that Tamar may make

two cakes for him.— 7. The expected result came about. David

commanded Tamar : Go to the house of thy brother Amnon and
prepare him food] we suppose that each of the adult sons of the

king had his own establishment ; Amnon's house and servant are

mentioned in this account.

1. JUCn] proper names not infrequently end in p; Gideon, Abdon, Eglon,

and others are examples, of. Konig, Lehrgebiiude, II. p. 153. 2. niSnnn'?] is

used just below in the sense oi feigning oneself sick. It is therefore strange

to find it used here in another meaning, and it is possible that the text has

suffered. Ew. proposes to read niSinn'? = to grow weak, and Kl. '^Snrin'? = to

become insane. The latter is attractive. The reason given why Amnon
despaired of any attempt is that she was a virgin; the implication being that

the virgin had less freedom than the married woman or widow.— 3. It is

somewhat surprising to find Jonadab called a wise man.— 3ijr] (§L calls him

Jonathan which is the name of another son of Shimeah, 21-1.— 5. Snnm] it

is not necessary in this passage to read SSnnni (Kl.) ; the capricious appetite

of a sick man would claim the indulgence of the king quite as readily as the

delirium of one who feigned himself mad.—-6. The request for two heart-

shaped cakes is not intended as a play on the situation.

8. Tamar came to the house, and took dough and kneaded it

and made cakes as he looked on, and baked the cakes] all as

Amnon had desired.— 9. The verse interrupts the narrative and

makes insoluble difficulties. It is probably therefore an interpo-

lation. — 10. At Amnon's command she brings the food to him
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in the inner rootn. The house probably had only a public room
and a chamber. —11. He solicits her to unchastity.— 12. She

refuses : Do notforce me, my brothe?-] Jd. i(f^,/or it is not so done

in Israel'\ the implication is that such practices were known
among the Canaanites.— 13. The clear-uiinded maiden sees the

character of the deed, and its consequences both to herself and

to him : As for me, whither could I carry my shame ? And thou

shouldst become as one of thefools ! And yet she would not refuse

an honourable life with him : Noiv speak to the king, for he will

not withhold mefrom thee'] it is impossible to suppose that this is

a subterfuge, an attempt to gain time. It must have plausibiUty

even if it were only that. We are forced to conclude that marriage

with a half-sister was allowed in Israel at this time, as is indeed

evident from Ezek. 22", cf. what was said above, on 3'.— 14. He
overpowered her and accomplished his purpose.— 15. The deed

was followed by a revulsion of feeling : the hatred with which he

hated her was greater than the love with which he had loved her]

he therefore bids her begone.— 16. The sense has been best pre-

served to us in (©^ which reads : And she said : No, my brother;

for greater is the second wrong than the first which thou didst me,

in sending me away. The received text can be translated only by

violence.— 17. The sentence begins with the last words of ^*^

:

And he would not listen to her, but called his lad that served him

and said : Put this wench forthfrom 7ny presence] the language is

the language of contempt and injury.— 18. The verse originally

told only that the servant obeyed the order.— 19. Tamarput
ashes on her head and rent the long-sleeved tunic which she wore,

and put her hand upon her head] all signs of intense grief, cf.

Est. 4^ 2 K. 5* Jer. t"' .— 20. Absalom meets her and perceives

the trouble : Has Amnon thy brother been with thee ?] possibly

Amnon's reputation was not of the best. The family ties how-

ever prevent summary vengeance ; there is nothing for it but

silence : Now, my sister, be silent, for he is thy brother ; do not lay

this thing to heart! The sooner we can forget the family dis-

grace, the better. So Tamar dwelt, a desolate woman, in the

house of Absalom her brother.— 21. Although David was angry,

yet he did not vex the soul ofAmnon his so?i [by chastisement],

for he loved him, because he was his first-born] the sentence,
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which is necessary to the sense, must be completed from (3, a

part having fallen out of |^.— 22. Absalom, though filled with

hatred for Amnon from that time on, did not betray his feeling in

any way.

8. Saoni] the verb generally means /o (5o//.— 9. mrnn] occurs only here.

Kl. followed by Bu. proposes to read mrpn-pN xipm, and she called the

servant, of. v.^^. But in any case, there is a contradiction* between this and

the following verse. Whoever placed the cakes before Amnon, it is clear

that if they were already there he could not command them to be brought to

him. That he himself (the sick man) moved into the chamber after they had

once been put before him is improbable, and is not intimated in the text.

The simplest supposition is that this verse has been inserted by some one who

supposed that it was necessary to clear the room.— 12. riirj;''] Gen. 34^; the

tense indicates customary action. Sins of this kind are elsewhere called rhli

as here.— 14. '0 ptnM cf. i S. 17^''.— nnx] should be pointed nnN: nny

3 MSS. : /U6t' ainris (5.— 16. mis-Sx] is not found elsewhere. mix Sy

occurs with the meaning because of. But this requires to be completed by

the following words; and while we might suppose such a sentence as: and

she said to him because of this great evil, we are at a loss to continue. There

seems no doubt therefore that the text is corrupt and that we should restore

"3 inN *?« with (5H (We., Dr., Bu.). The presumption being thus in favour

of (gi^ we should probably adopt its further reading : ij.eyd\ri t] KaKia t) itrx^-Tn

virep T-qv TrpwTTjr, though some propose to read mnND hnth r\';-\r\ nSnj which

is a little nearer pj. — 17. imiJ'D n>'j~nN] as the verb which follows is plural

it is not improbable that we should read Y-\"i : (& has rh iraiMptov avTov

rhv Trpoe(TT7]K6Ta tov otKov. .^ni is contemptuous and iS>'D intimates that her

presence was burdensome to him.— 18. The first half verse is explanatory of

the term D'Ds njHD in v.^^. It interrupts the narrative here, and is probably a

marginal gloss which has been inserted in the wrong place.— dSij'c] should

be a':'i;;D (We.). The whole verse is lacking in SS. ^-Ji^ is incorrect, it should

be Syjii.— 19. -ids] for putting on the head in grief nsy is more common, cf.

Ez. 27^". D^DDH njn3 is here rendered Thv x^Twua Thv KapirwrSv by (5^, but

these words are given as the rendering of Aq. by Theod. : t. x- t. a<TTpa-yaK<,n6u

(g'^ seems to be the true reading of (g. Josephus combines the two :
having

sleeves and reaching down to the ankles.— 20. prCN which occurs nowhere

else has been conjectured to be a diminutive of contempt. The analogies in

Hebrew are so uncertain that it seems safer to assume a mere clerical error.

Kl. conjectures ojcnh : has indeed thy brother been with thee. — ncrir-i]

X-np^vovaa ©« seems to omit the conjunction, (5^ has a duplicate translation.

— 21. The verse is incomplete in |^, while (@ has an apt conclusion: koI ovk

iKvirriae rh irvevfia 'Afifiiv rod viov aiiTov, on ayaira avT6v, on Kpon6roKos aiirov

* As pointed out by Stade, TliLZ. 21, 6.



XIII. 21-31 331

^v, adopted by Th. and others. The occasion of its omission is its beginning

with N^?! like the next verse.— 22. It is a question whether the mention of

Absalom's hate belongs here. His motive for silence would seem to be rather

a desire that his designs should not be suspected.

23-29. Absalom avenges his sister's wrong. — 23. Two years

later, Absalom had s/iearers ; the sheep shearing was a time of

feasting, cf. i S. 25^; in Baal Hazor near Ephraini^ the place

has been identified with some probability about 20 miles north of

Jerusalem. To the festival he invited all the sons of the king. —
24. The invitation is made to include the king and his officers.

— 25. The king decHnes, lest the multitude be burdensome to

Absalom, and on being urged gives him his blessing as an indica-

tion that enough has been said.— 26. Then if not, let Aninon ?ny

brother go zvitii us'\ the request seems to have aroused some sus-

picion.— 27. On further urging, all the princes were allowed to

go.— 28. Absalom made a feast like the feast of a king'] a clause

accidentally lost from P^. The servants were ordered to kill

Amnon as soon as he was under the influence of the wine.—
29. The order was carried out, and all the king's sons rose and
each mounted his mule and fled. That Absalom intended to

secure the throne for himself by massacring all competitors

would be a not remote inference.

23. iixn Sjja, cf. Buhl, Geog. p. 177. — 3nDN"D>] the preposition indicates

that a place is intended and not the tribe. O'^ Totppaifi indicates that the first

letter should be >. And as we know of an Ephron in Benjamin, we may
restore it here.— 24. The invitation is here made more extensive than is inti-

mated in the preceding verse. This, with the almost incredible naivete with

which Absalom insists upon the presence of Amnon, makes me suspect that

vv.24-27 are a later expansion of the account.— 25. ^nci] i S. 28-^ (Bu. li'Dn).

— in3l3M] can be intended only as a termination of the interview, which is

prolonged only because Absalom modifies his request.— 26. nVi] is to be

understood as in 2 K. 5^^. Similar construction in the affirmative form (u'>i)

are Jd. Q^ 2 K. lo^s (We.). It is not necessary therefore to point n^'', though

that also would make good sense (Th.). The mention of Amnon alone here,

when in fact all the sons went, emphasizes the incongruity of these verses with

the main narrative.— 28. We must insert with (5 i^cn nna'D3 nna'D Di'?!:'aN ii'3;ii

(Th.). The words have been lost by homeoteleuton.

30. Rumour exaggerated the calamity, reporting that Absalom

had slain all the princes, without exception. ^— 31. The king rent
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his clothes and threw himself on the ground, and all his officers who

were standing by him rent their clothes'] for the slight emendation

of the text see the critical note.— 32. Jonadab was in the coun-

sel of Absalom, or else shrewd enough to suspect the true state of

the case : Let not my Lord think they have slain all the young men,

the king's sons, for Amnon alone is dead] this he was able to

conclude from Absalom's mien, from the day of the violation of

Tamar.— 33. The conclusion drawn by Jonadab is that Amnon
alone is dead.— 34. The opening words are corrupt beyond res-

toration. What we expect is a temporal phrase such as : While

Jonadab was yet speaking, continued by the statement : the watch-

man lifted up his eyes. The rest of the verse has in ^ lost a sen-

tence which is preserved in ^. Restoring it we read : The

watchman lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, much people

were coming [_on the Beth-Horon road, on the descent ; and the

watchman caine and told the king, saying : I see men coming] from

the Beth-Horon road o?i the side of the hill] the words in brackets

were omitted by a scribe, owing to similarity of ending to what

precedes. The watchman being on the tower, it is necessary

that he should come and tell the king.— 35. Jonadab sees in this

the confirmation of what he has said.— 36. The arriving party

and those who had been looking for them join in loud lamenta-

tion, cf. Jd. 21-— 37, 38. The text is confused. First, we have

a statement of Absalom's flight, then we are told that the king

mourned for his son continually, then we are told again of Absa-

lom's flight. Besides this, a perpetual mourning is contradicted

by v."^ which speaks of David's being comforted. The accepted

solution of the difficulty is to throw out "^^ as a later insertion and

arrange the rest in the following order : And he mournedfor his

son continually. But Absalom fled and went to Talmai, son of

Ammihud, king of Geshur, and ivas there three years] the emenda-

tion originated with Bottcher and is adopted by We., Dr., Bu.

On the other hand, Kl. supposes the continually \all the days] to

refer to the three years of Absalom's banishment and therefore

puts : and the king ?nourned for his son all that time after v.^.

It is possible that neither conjecture has restored the original.

Absalom's mother was a daughter of Talmai, 3'.— 39. The verse

forms the transition to what follows. Emending by &^ we read

:
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And the spirit of the king longed to go out to Absalom his son, for

he was comfortedfor the death of his son Amnon.

31. Dnj3 "ynp aoxo ria^^'Sji] means : zvhile all his servants stood with rent

clothes. But as pointed out by Th. (We., Dr.) this is not to the point. (@^

renders onnja pn \)-\\> vh'} o'^sjn vi3;!"Sri which fits the rest of the verse.—
32. ^SD^-1J3] is superfluous and probably an insertion.— r\T\^Ty 'jn id~'?>'~''3

n^''^'] is obscure : for on the mouth of Absalom it was set— his death is to be

supphed if we retain the text. But Absalom had not betrayed his intention in

speech, even if we can accept nnia- as a passive participle. It seems more

likely that nsv^. is a noun meaning a scowl (as argued by We., Dr.), or that it

is a corruption. Ginsburg reads nnri\ Ew. proposes nco-' :
— enmity. Even

in this case we should expect ^J3"^>" instead of ia"S;'. According to oriental

custom Absalom would show his anger in his face, even when trying to avoid

an open quarrel.— 34. giS'^I'^n hi^m] confirmed by (5, is nevertheless difficult

to place. The most plausible thing to do if the words are to be retained is to

make them the conclusion of Jonadab's address : Amnon alone is dead and

Absalom has fed (so that he will not inflict further damage). But even thus

the statement is unnecessary. The words may have crept in by a simply stupid

error of a scribe whose thought anticipated v.^'. But it is more probable that

they are a corruption of something which can only be conjectured. A plausi-

ble conjecture is that of Kl., adopted by Bu. in the shape ai'^w' vnx nn"i\ My
own conjecture is that the author wrote la']?? tiy Nini or something equivalent.

The report of the murder cannot have long preceded the coming of the

princes.— Q-'^Sn] after this word, (5 has preserved for us a line, also originally

ending with D^'oSn which has fallen out of pj. It is restored by Th., We., Dr.,

Bu., Kl., in substantially the same form, to wit : nssn x3m -nina a^nn I-^^3

D''jSt D^tt'jx \i>s-\ noNii ^'?cS -ijM. The second a^'o'^n is not represented in <5,

but it was probably in the original |^ because without it the following "itic is

harsh, and its presence alone fully explains the error of the scribe. For "[Ttd

innN it is evident that (5 had a'ljin Tnr, (^^ ew -Trjs o^ov rf/y '0.pwvt]v {^aipdifi

<!3^). The Beth-Horon road comes down from the north.— 37, 38. On the

restoration cf. Dr. who (following We.) supposes that a scribe erroneously

began the paragraph with ->irj . . . bi^^'vTONi and then discovered that he had

omitted 'ui SaN.-iii. He inserted the omitted words, and then to get a proper

connexion repeated ^ra Jn a shortened form.* "iin'-cy Kt. is made iin^n;* Qre,

which is favoured by (5.— 39. ^'?!:.^ ^n Son] cannot be construed. (&^' evi-

dently read iScn nn Sd.-ii. For hSd in the sense to be consumed ivith desire,

cf. Ps. 84^ 143^. It does not seem to be necessary to change nNS*^ (Bu. reads

PNiS, Kl. TNrS) — for the king's longing might easily be described as a long'

ing to go out to Absalom, though his pride would not let him go.

* It is possible that originally David was said to mourn over both his sons— the

dead and the banished.
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XIV. 1-11. Joab devises a fictitious case by which to appeal to

the king. He knew that the king's heart was toivards Absalom.

— 2. He sent to Tekoah, a town in Judah, ajid took thence a wise

womau'\ probably one already known to him by reputation. He
directs her to play the mourner : Put on mourning garments, and

do not anoint thyself, and become like a woman now many days

mourning for one dead.— 3. In this plight she was to present

herself as a suppliant for justice before the king.— 4. And the

Tekoite ivoman came, and after the customary prostration cried :

Help, O king, help!— 5. To the king's question : What ails thee?

she replies : Verily I am a widozv, and my husband is dead'\ a

pleonasm which may well be excused in the circumstances.—
6. The case is this : the family being reduced to two brothers,

these two quarrelled in the field when there was no one to ijiterfere

and one smote the other and killed him.— 7. The result is the

probable extirpation of the family, for : The tvhole clan has risen

up against thy servant and say: Deliver up the smiter of his

brother, that we jnay slay him for the life of his brother whom he

has killed, and zve will destroy the [only] heir. In the flow of her

speech the woman gives the result as part of the purpose of the

avengers. The procedure is quite in accordance with clan cus-

tom, and yet the result will be a calamity : They will quench my
remaining coal so as not to leave my husband name or remnant

on the face of the ground. Extremum jus extrema injuria. The

extinction of a family is dreaded as one of the chief misfortunes.

— 8. David gives a promise to see that the woman and her son

are protected.— 9. She is not satisfied with this : Upon me, my

lord the king, be the guilt and upon m\ father''s house ; and the

king and his throne shall be itinocent'] the insinuation is that David

has simply put her off with a promise, because he does not wish

to involve himself— his defence of the guilty son would make him

partaker of the guilt.— 10. David makes' a more distinct decree,

empowering the woman to bring her prosecutors into the royal

presence : Him that speaks to thee, bring before me and he shall

not touch thee again.— 11. This is enough if only it can be made

sure, and the petitioner therefore asks an oath : Let the king name

Yahweh thy God, not to let the avenger of blood destroy, and they

shall not extenninate my son. The king swears accordingly : By
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the life of Yahweh a hair of thy son shall not fall to the ground^

the object of this importunity is to make sure that David's mind

is fully made up, before the application is made to the case of

Absalom.

1. DiS:;ON~'7>'] the interchange of S>' and Sn has already been remarked.

With hy we should expect a verb; reading Ss we get a tolerable sense.

—

2. n;?ipri] the location was recovered by Robinson (^BR? I. p. 486), two

hours south of Bethlehem.— 4. icnpi] of most editions is a careless scribe's

mistake for N3n\ which is found in 40 MSS. of |^, as in (SSSTIL. At the end

of the verse (5 adds a second n;;''!i'in, which seems original (Th.).— 5. Sjn]

as in I K. i^^.— 6. id'i] ought of course to be the singular. A scribe had in

mind the phrase they strove one ivilk another, in which case the plural would

be allowable.— ^^^•^~p^<] -rhv a8i\<f>hv avrov (@^- is attractive and perhaps

original.— 7. nT>c'i'ji] for which & renders as though it found it'D""'!, is sup-

ported by (5 and is probably correct (We., Dr. al.).— 10. inssoni] for inpN3n>,

and therefore to be read vPNani (We.).— 11. T^'^'n] Qihv avrov (g^. The

more difficult is to be preferred. —• P"'3-inn] the pointing is difficult to account

for. Kl. conjectures Nxnno, which fits the sense.

12-20. The application.— The woman first asks and receives

permission to say a word.— 13. Her rebuke of the king is ex-

pressed in a question : Aful tahy dost thou devise against the people

of God a thing like this— and the king in speaking^ this 7vord is as

one guilty— in order that the king tnay not bring back his ban-

ished? The people of God are in her own case ; the heir is likely

to be cut off. David in his treatment of Absalom is devising

against them just what the Thekoites were devising against the

plaintiff in the case alleged.— 14. The first half of the verse is

plain : For we die and are as water spilled upon the ground which

cannot be gathered^ the point is that Amnon is dead and cannot

be brought back by any harshness towards Absalom. The rest of

the verse is entirely obscure. Conjecturally the conclusion is an

exhortation to the king not to keep his banished son in perpetual

banishment. The conjecture of Ew., accepted by most recent

scholars, makes the whole second half of the verse mean : And
God will not take away the life of him who devises pla?is not to

banish from him a banished one. But it can hardly be said that

this is much encouragement to David.— 15. The woman excuses

kerself for appearing before the king : For the people made me

afraid. She still talks as though her suit were the main purpose
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of her visit.— 16. For the king will hear, to deliver his servant

from the hand of the man ivho seeks to destroy me and my soji

from the heritage of Yahweh'] this is a part of the reflection which

induced her to come before the king.— 17. The woman con-

cludes her speech : The word of my lord the king tvill be a com-

fort'] Hterally, a resting place. The reason is the wisdom of the

king : for like the angel of God is my lord the king to hear good

and evil] and to discern between them, is of course imphed.—
And Yahzveh thy God be with thee] is evidently her parting bless-

ing.— 18. The king does not let her go until his curiosity is satis-

fied on one point, and so asks her not to conceal that one thing.

—

19. The question concerns the agency of Joab, and the answer is

an admiring testimony to the king's shrewdness : By thy life, my

lord the king, I cannot turn to the right or the left from all that

my lord the king has spoken. His question contains an affirmation,

and the affirmation is correct.— 20. In order to change the face

of the affair] that is, the affair of Absalom— did thy servantJoab

this thing] an excuse for Joab and his instrument. The final

compliment to the wisdom of the king is intended to say that his

decision is certain to be right.

13. i3nDi] pointed as though a Hithpael, with assimilation of the r, Ges.^',

§ 54 r. The last clause is explanatory of pnio (We., Dr.), which refers to the

case of the woman herself as just alleged. O^ (following Theodotion) had a

different text, which however cannot be restored with certainty.— 14. m3"''D

ninj] (5^- makes the point more plain by rendering on Tidv-qiav 6 vl6s aov,

meaning Amnon.— !i'3J ''nSx n^i'nSi] the clause as it stands is incompre-

hensible. Taken with what follows, it might be forced to mean : attd God

does not take aivay life, Inil devises plans that //is banished be not banishedfrom

hi/ii (so substantially RV.). In this case the long suffering of God, in not

taking away the sinner until he has had opportunity to repent, would be set

forth as an example to David. The objections are obvious. The assertion

that God does not take aivay a life before doing so and so is entirely too sweep-

ing. Common observation shows that this is not his rule. Moreover, the

statement that God devises devices that his banished be not banished is obscure

and without Old Testament analogy. The most obvious conjecture is to read

3''a'ni for yym and, joining it with the preceding, render And God does not

take away a soul and then return it, that is : death is irrevocable. We are

then left without a connexion for what follows. (Q^ omits x'^ : koI \i]ix^eTai

6 Oebs \l/uxv''f '""^ Koyi^6/A,ei'os tov i^uxrai ott' ahrov i^ewa/ueuov, which does not

give any help. (S^ which seems to have the translation of Theodotion (Field)
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gives us : nal ovk iKiri^n eTr' avT(S \\ivxrij which connects well with what pre-

cedes— and no one hopes for it (? the water, some MSS. have ai/Twv^. This

evidently substitutes d.tSwS or vSn for the dihSn of |^ and makes Z's: the subject

of the verb. In view of the difficulty we find in understanding the received

text, this seems acceptable. On the same authority the last clause means

:

Yei the king devises a plan to keep aivay from him one banished ! (The excla-

mation is an intimation that this ought not to be), reading j'^cn for \~i'?3':', and

mjS for ni\ We. objects to the phrase banish a banished one, but it does not

seem difficult. Ew. changes 3'J'ni in the received text to JU'in, and is followed

by We., Dr., Bu., Ki.— 15. iirx] omitted by two MSS. of |^, is in fact

redundant. But the author is reproducing the speech of a woman of the

people.— •'JIN I'^O'^] is not the usual order and ijin is lacking in ^'^.—
16. -ir'wn] add trpann with (5 (Th. al.).— a\nSN] (gi^SC seem to have read

nin% which is better.— 17. innor] restore rri'Nn with ^^, for this is evidently

the concluding part of the woman's speech. — nnjnS] a resting place, some-

thing in which one may feel secure.— •'hSkh inSdd] we find the same com-

parison in IQ^**, where also the point is the ability to discern the right, cf. v.^"

ny^'?.— 19. c'N'dn] usually taken to be for tt'i"DN in the meaning it is not

possible. The form however is unusual— the text is suspicious in the only

other case of its occurrence, Mic. 61". The conjecture of Perles (^Analekten

zur Textkritik des Allen Testamentes, p. 30) is therefore plausible, that we
should read 3irN, for which also % n^BD may be cited.

21-24. Absalom is brought back but not received at court.—
21. Joab, as a high officer of the court, was standing by the king

during the woman's plea. David turns to him and says : Behold

I have done this thing] the thing asked is granted, and so in pur-

pose is already accomplished.— 22. Joab expresses his thanks in

language that shows how much the matter lies on his heart. Why
Joab should have such an interest in Absalom is not apparent.—
23, 24. Joab brings Absalom back, but the king commands : Let

him turn aside to his own house, and viy face he shall not see] the

return was therefore not a restoration to the favour of the king.

21. ^n'lr'p] the Qre in some editions is n^w) and so 20 codd. in DeRossi.

But the best editions point according to the consonantal text. — 22. nay] the

Qre perversely commands yyi'i, which is found in 16 codd., but not sustained

by the versions.

25-27. The author or the redactor inserts a panegyric of Absa-

lom's personal beauty, and an account of his family. The latter

contradicts 18^*, and the whole breaks the connexion of the narra-

tive. There seems no reason however to put the paragraph at a
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very late date, unless it be the mention of the standard weight as

the royal weight ; and this seems difficult to date exactly. The

fact of Absalom's personal beauty may have been a matter of early

tradition. The author emphasizes a similar fact in the case of

Adonijah i K. i*'.
—^25. No man in Israel was so praiseworthy

as Absalom ; from the sole of his foot to his croivn there was no

blemish in him ] David also seems to have had great personal

beauty.— 26. The main sentence is : and when he shaved his

head, he would weigh his hair, two hundred shekels by the king^s

weight^ the shaving of the head had some religious signification,

as we see in the Nazirites. The specification of the king's weight

points to a time when Assyrian or Babylonian measures had begun

to be used in Palestine (We.). The main sentence is interrupted

by a parenthesis telling that the shaving of the head took place

once a year.— 27. The verse gives Absalom three sons and a

daughter. The harmony of this with i8'* is secured by supposing

that all the sons died in infancy. But if this were so, the author

would have mentioned it here. (© adds at the end of the verse

that Tamar became the wife of Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, and

bore to him Abia (Abiathar, in (!f^).

25. .13^ is omitted l)y (@'*, and Sn by (S^, while Si omits both. As the

shorter text has the presumption in its favour and as '?'?n'? Snib'^j B'''N gives a

perfectly good sense we should probably read so, throwing out both the

inserted words.— '^^n'^] in the sense to be praised is good Hebrew, cf. Dav.

Syntax § 93. (S however may have found S'?nc, which it read S^nc.— 26. On
the construction see Dr. Notes. For 200 shekels, Th., followed by Koehler

(^Bibl. Gesch. des A. T. II. p. 345), conjectures twenty; (S^ has 100.— 27. ncn]

Maaxa &^\ (Cod. Leg.). The addition at the end of the verse is found in

nearly all MSS. of (5 and in I. It apparently comes from i K. 15-, where

Abijah's mother is called Maacah daughter of Absalom.

28-33. Absalom secures recognition at court.— After dwelling

in Jerusalem two years without seeing the face of the king, Absa-

lom sent forJoab to send him to the king"] evidently to expostulate

concerning the situation. Joab, however, was not willing to come

even after a second summons. He probably felt that he had done

enough in procuring Absalom's recall.— 30. Absalom's imperious

temper shows itself in the means taken to secure Joab's attention.

He said to his servants : see Joab's field next to me where he has



XIV. 25-xv. I 339

barley ; go and set it on fire'] the standing grain when fully ripe

burns readily, as is seen in the experiment of Samson with the

foxes. At the end of the verse (or at the beginning of the next)

@I insert : And the servants ofJoab came to him with rent clothes

and said : the servants of Absalom have set the field on fire. The

sentence may be original.— 31, 32. To Joab's question, Absalom

thinks it sufficient answer to say that he had sent for him. The

king's son treats Joab as a servant. He will send to the king the

message : Why have I come from Geshiir? It would be better

for me still to be there'] the half recognition which he has received

is more galling than exile. Without further explanation of his

arson, he goes on : And now let me see the face of the king, and

if there be guilt in me, let him kill me.— 33. The appeal made by

Joab was successful, and Absalom was received by his father, who

kissed him in token of full reconciliation.

30. HTxini] for which the Q)-e commands ni-^j.ii. The form ri''i'vi seems

to occur nowhere else, so that the Ktib here is most easily accounted for by

supposing it to be the blunder of a scribe, cf. Ges-^i^ § 71. The insertion of

<Sl is accepted by Th., Kl. ; rejected by We., Bu. The transition is abrupt

without it, and its omission may be accounted for by homeoteleuton, so that

the probability is rather in its favour.

XV. l.-XIX. 44. The usurpation of Absalom.— After due

preparation, Absalom has himself anointed king at Hebron. At

his approach to the capital, David retires to the Jordan valley.

Absalom is for some time in possession of the capital, while David

finds support in transjordanic Israel. By a decisive battle, the

cause of Absalom is lost, he himself being slain. The grief of the

king at the loss of his son is as great as if he had lost his king-

dom. The feeling between Judah and Israel breaks out again in

the return of the monarch, and the sequel is the rebellion of

Sheba ben Bichri.

This is one of the most vivid pieces of narrative in the Old Tes-

tament, and evidently belongs to an old and well informed source.

This source is apparently the same from which we have had the

account of Amnon and Absalom which immediately precedes.

XV. 1-6. Absalom plays the demagogue.— First he assumes

the state befitting the heir apparent : He pj-ocured a chariot and
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horses andfifty men to rim before hini~\ the chariot was an unac-

customed luxury. The fifty retainers would form a body-guard

for the young prince. In the absence of precedent for the settle-

ment of the throne, such preparations indicated that the prince

was putting himself forward with a claim to the succession. We
have no evidence that David had as yet made any provision in

favour of Solomon. Primogeniture has never been the rule in the

East, and Absalom, being of royal blood on both sides, may well

have regarded himself as the best fitted for the throne.— 2. Ab-

salom now made it his habit to rise early and stand at the gate"]

of the city, the place of public concourse. — And every man that

had a case to come before the king for judgment Absalom would

call to himself^^ and show interest in him, first by asking him

about his home.— 3. Then came an insinuation that the king

was careless about the administration of justice : Thy pleadings

are good and right, but there is no one to hear thee on the part of

the king'\ we may suppose that the man was encouraged to state

his case before this was said.— 4. Suggestion that Absalom him-

self had the interest of justice at heart : Oh, that one would make

me judge in the land, and to me should come every man who has a

case, and I would give him justice ! The public good is repre-

sented as his main interest. — 5. He would not allow the custom-

ary obeisance, but would place men on the level of friendship :

When a man came near to do obeisance he wouldput out his hand

and take hold of him and kiss him.— 6. The result is not surpris-

ing : He stole the understanding of the men of Israel^ he deceived

them, cf. Gen. 31^".

1. rjijS D''Si] such runners formed a part of royal state in very early limes,

and have continued to the present in the East.— 2. u'wn-'^j] should probably

be tJ'^N Sd: ttSj o.v)f\p O. The answers of the men would be different; the

author puts a general answer for the different specific ones: Thy servant is

from one of the tribes of Israel ; as if he had said: the man answered : I am
from this or that tribe.— 4. '>jd!:'i"''G] cf. the expression ini"''D also expressing

a wish, Jer. S'^^.

—

ddsJ'DI] is lacking in (g^'IL.— 6. 2S~pn 'n ajn] cannot

mean he won their affection, but must be interpreted by the similar phrase.

Gen. 312", where the only meaning allowable is Jacob deceived Laban. So

Absalom stole the brain of Israel, befooled them. The heart is the seat of the

intellect, cf BDB. s.v. 33S and 1^, and especially Delitzsch, System der Bibl.

Psychologic- (1861), p. 248 f where the parallels are cited.
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7-12. The usurpation.— The site chosen is Hebron where we
may suppose there was more or less dissatisfaction at the removal

of the capital to Jerusalem. The time seems to be four years

after Absalom's restoration to favour. The pretext was a vow
made to the Yahweh of Hebron.— 8. For thy servant vowed a

vow when I dwelt in Geshur in Aram saying : If Yahweh bring

mc back to Jerusalem, I will serve Yahzveh in Ilebroji] the near-

est parallel seems to be the vow of Jacob Gen. 28-*^-^ (E), and

like that, this vow calls for personal appearance before God with

sacrifice, Gen. 35^"^ It is evident, as in the case of Baal, that the

Yahweh of a particular place assumed a distinct personality in the

common apprehension. Although the Ark was at Jerusalem, David

did not find it strange that Absalom should want to worship at

Hebron. The Yahweh of Hebron would be the special God of

Judah.— 9. David gives the desired permission. — 10. At the

time of his departure Absalom sent emissaries into all the tribes

of Israel, saying: When you hear the sound of the trumpet, then

say : Absalom has become king in Hebron. It is evident that

much more elaborate preparation was made than appears on

the surface of this concise narrative. The signal was expected

to go from village to village, and enough men were distributed to

declare the coronation an accomplished fact.— 11. Besides his

own party, Absalom took two. hundred men from Jerusalem who
7vere invited~\ as guests to the festival.— These ivent in their in-

nocence'] being ignorant of the plan. But as members (we may
suppose) of the leading families they would be hostages in Absa-

lom's hands, or if convinced, as they might easily be at Hebron,

that Absalom's cause was the winning one, they would exert a

powerful influence in his favour.— 12. As it stands, the verse

does not fit the context. It says that Absalom sent Ahithophel

from his city, but whither (which is here the most important

point) we are not told. There is authority for correcting to :

Absalom setit for Ahithophel, or to: Absalom sent and brought

Ahithophel. But from the later narrative we conclude that Ahith-

ophel was the soul of the rebellion, and we have reason to suspect

therefore that the original text contained something to the effect

that Ahithophel fomented the conspiracy from Giloh, while Absa-

lom was carrying on the sacrificial feast at Hebron. This alone
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would account for the fact that the conspiracy was strong and the

people with Absalom kept increasing in number.

7. r\'iZ' a^>'3"iN] has given the scholars trouble. The Rabbinical expositors

count from the time when the Israelites demanded a king (Isaaki, Kimchi),

or from David's lirst anointing by Samuel (LbG.), or again from the slaying

of the priests at Nob (Pseudo-Hier.), as though the rebellion were a punish-

ment for David's deception. The natural reckoning would be from the coro-

nation of David at Hebron (Cler.), but it is unlikely that the usurpation took

place in the last year of David's life, The most obvious way out of the diffi-

culty is to correct they^r/y to y^z<r, which is favoured by (^^, Josephus, Theod.,

and, if we may judge from the MSS. of 3L, also by I.— 8. i^Z'-''] is erroneous

duplication of the verb which follows. The punctuators try to make the best

of it by reading 3v;'% which however cannot be the adverbial infinitive of zx:?.

For the latter, which is read by (5, we must restore i'z^r\ or 3ir (Th. al.). At

the end of the verse @^ adds ef Xf^puf, which seems necessary (adopted by

Kl., Bu.), and which may have been left out because it emphasizes the dis-

tinctness of the Yahweh of Hebron. — 10. d>Sj->d] generally spies, but here a

little broader in meaning. — 11. ^^t'^d ij;i^ nSi] a strong expression— ^/ley

diet not know anything of the matter.— 12. 'N-pn Di':'i'aN nSr^] it is evident

that this is wrong. The only emendation suggested by the versions is to read

'3N Nnpii or Kipii '3X nS'ii"-! which are supported by various Greek Codices;

or else to insert lin^m with S. Neither one seems to go far enough, for it

remains inexplicable that Ahithophel should not be invited until the very last

moment. The reconstruction of Kl. lacks probability. — •'j'^un] from nS^j like

'j'^^'ir'n from n'?>'j'. Gilo is enumerated among the towns of the hill country

of Judah. It is not yet certainly identified, but a Beit Jala and 2, Jala exist

in the vicinity of Bethlehem, Buhl, Geog. p. 165.

13-16. David, taken by surprise, flees the city. The first news

he receives is that the heart of the men of Israel has gone after

Absalom'] there must have been widespread dissatisfaction to

justify the report, or even to make it plausible to David.

—

14. The citadel in which he had established himself could not

protect him— evidently he feared disaffection in his household.

It is perhaps not without reason that (!@^ reads : lest the people

come upon us. That David wished to spare the city the horrors

of a siege (Kl.) is not indicated in the text. It seems rather that

he was convinced that his only safety was in flight.— 15. The

officials of the court consent.— 16. So the king went out and all

his household with him'] literally, at his feet The only exception

was ten concubines who were left in charge of the house.
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14. inr:'' |d] fx^ (pOdcTT) 6 \a6s (3^. — 15. ^1^3y njn] is sustained by ©,

though we rather look for a verb; S adds p^^i".

17, 18. The text has suffered, but we are able to make out that

^he king and all the people whofollowed him went out and stood at

Beth Afefhak'] a place otherwise unknown, possibly the last house

on the Jerusalem side of the Kidron wadi. The reason for the

king's making a halt here is that he might inspect his party.

They defile before him : all his officers and the Cherethites and the

Pelethites'] the veteran body-guard. With them was a recent re-

cruit, Ittai the Gittite, who was apparently once mentioned here,

as he is addressed by David in the next verse. He was, we may

judge, a soldier of fortune who had just enlisted in David's service

with a band of followers. There is no analogy in Hebrew antiq-

uity for regarding him as a Philistine hostage.*— 19. David gen-

erously advises Ittai to seek his fortune with the new king, rather

than with himself (who could hardly offer much in the way of pro-

motion) : Why wilt thou also go with us ? Return and dwell with

the king, for thou art a stranger and an exilefrom thy place'] one

seeking a home and who- thought he had found it.— 20. Yesterday

7vas thy coming, and to-day shall I make thee wander with us ?

The question, which is indicated by the inflection of voice, is rhe-

torical. The hardship of such a course is indicated in the circum-

stantial clause which follows : 7vhen I am going hither andyonder]

literally ; when J am going where I am going; David himself did

not know where, cf. i S. 23'^. He therefore advises : Return and

take thy brethren with thee, and Yahweh show thee kindness and

faithfulness] David's thoughtfulness for others shows itself in this

incident, at a time when he might be excused for consulting his

own interest.— 21. Ittai solemnly declares: Wherever my lord

the king shall be, whether for death or for life, thci'c will thy ser-

vant be/— 22. At this protestation of fidelity David commands

him to march on, so he marched by with a train which embraced

his men and their families.

17. a>'n] two codd. have ma"; and this is also the reading of (5^. The

original seems to be |§ which means the people of the household. — pm::n r-'j]

the house of Distance might possibly be the furthest house from the centre

* Which is Thenius' hypothesis, retained by Lohr, Th^. p. 172,
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of the city. But this is precarious. The reading of <3 seems to have been

•^3^c^ n'?, which however has been corrected in the chief MSS., cf. Field,

//ex. Orig. I. p. 569.— 18. The text of (5 has suffered by conflation but its

fulness does not help to restore the true reading. The difficulty with |§ is

that it makes all the Gittites to have followed David from Gath. Had the

author meant to say that the troops were those who had followed David from

Ziklag he would have said so. The sudden introduction of Ittai in the next

verse seems to prove that he was once mentioned here, and the consequence

is easily drawn, that these Gittites were his men. For OTun-^Di therefore, Bu.

with Kl., Ki., following a hint of We., proposes to read Tijn tin i^jx ^di.

The objection to this is that it makes these Gittites a force of six hundred men.

But the Cherethites and Pelethites were only six hundred in number, and it is

unlikely that a fresh band of the same size would be enlisted while the veterans

were faithful. Ew. (GV/^. III. p. 243, E. Tr. III. p. 179) changes DTijn into

nn3jn which does not relieve the sudden introduction of Ittai in the next verse.

— 19. icipn'?] might perhaps stand : an exile as to thy place ; but the versions

seem to have read idIiIDD, (§SIL and one Hebr. cod., whereas 2C inserts Sr-iN.

— 20. d'^ has a double translation of the opening part of the verse. One
part of this seems to have read with the interrogative rusa '?icnn. ^i'lJ^' Kt.,

is doubtless to be corrected to the Qre. .• -\';^3S, unless we go further and read

TT'JN. At the end of the verse ncsi iDn are unattached and we should doubt-

less insert with (§ "[ay r\z'\}> ninii which fell out after the preceding icj? (Th.).

'— 21. DN 13 is not in place, nor is the dn alone, which in an oath has a nega-

tive force. Nothing is left to us but to suppose that a scribe made a blunder

— as was already discovered by the punctuators.— 22. ^an] cf. Ex. lo^^. IS^

inserts the kijightxe. through a misapprehension of Ittai's position (as leader).

23. The condition of things at the particular moment when the

Ark appeared was this : All the people were weeping with a loud

voice, while the king stood in the Kidron wadi, and the people passed

by before him on the road of the Wilderness OliveA^ the Kidron is

the well known valley east of Jerusalem. The road taken was

probably the one on the south slope of the Mount of Olives, the

same which is still travelled to Jericho and the Jordan valley.—
And behold Zadok . . . bearing the Ark of God^ the present text

inserts and all the Lcvites with him. But as the Levites are un-

known to the Books of Samuel, this is obviously a late insertion.

Probably the original was Zadok and Abiathar. They now set

down the Ark to allow the people to pass by. As the Ark went

on the campaigns of David, it was a natural thought to take it at

this time.-— 25. The king commands the Ark to be taken back:

If Ifind favour in the eyes of Yahwch, he ivill bring me back and
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will show me it and his dwelling.— 26. If on the other hand

Yahweh has no pleasure in him, he resigns himself to the divine

will.— 27, 28. At the same time, David is not unmindful of the

advantage of having friends in the city : 77^1?// art returning to the

city in peace and with you are your two sons, Ahimaaz thy son and

Jonathan the son of Abiathar ; see, I am going to delay at thefords

of the Wilderness until word comes from you to inform me.—
29. The Ark is accordingly returned to its place.

23. The text has suffered. The central point seems to be Snj2 i3>' which

is suspicious, for the road did not (probably) follow the course of the wadi,

but crossed it. In the following, also, the king seems to be still reviewing his

company. We.'s conjecture that we should read Sn:^ ^c>• is therefore gener-

ally adopted and has much to recommend it. We have further two assertions

that the people were passing along, one of which is superfluous, and I have

therefore stricken out the first nnj;? D>"n~'?Di. Again, for •jfl'^j; we should

read rjD ^'^ with (5^, and finally n2icn"nN t\t is an, impossible expression and

must have been "IOtDH pit •\-\-\
; Kara rr/i/ b^hv ttjs e\aias rrjs iv tt) ip'n/j.ci} G^'

probably represents this, and it is not necessary to reconstruct literally Tn
131C3 Ti'N nnn as is done by Dr., Bu.— 24. inx dmSh Ssi] is easily accounted

for, as the insertion of a later scribe, whose point of view was that of the

Chronicler. A similar insertion is nn3 which betrays itself by its difference

of position in the MSS. of (§.— a\n'7NnJ Kvpiov tQ^ which also adds airh Qaiddp

which if original can only represent in''3". The verb ipi"'! is probably for

1J1S11. The enigmatical i.TiavS bp^ may possibly mean and Abiathar offered

(sacrifices) as David had done on another journey of the Ark. But we should

expect the object to be expressed, and as the words are omitted by <^^\ they

are probably due to an attempt to readmit the displaced Abiathar into the

text.— 25. IV'"'] (S"^ adds iDpna 1V^ adopted by Bu. But it is not necessary

to the sense, and insertion is more likely than omission.— ''jxim] u^pofiat (5^.

— 27. nxnn] is obscure. It is taken by Ew. as an address to Zadok, as if he

were a seer, which does not appear to be the fact. <3^ reads i.sn which is sus-

picious from its recurrence at the beginning of v.-^. We. supposes an insertion

tt-.s-in inan which has been corrupted into the present text. It is impossible to

decide with certainty. For njr, I am inclined to read 3ti' (the participle) —
the n having come from the following word. — 28. lancn nn3;*3] is probably

correct. The Qre substitutes 'DH nm>'3 which is tautological. (5^ finds a

reference to the same Wiiderness C/it^(? mentioned above.— 29. u'-r'-'i] prob-

ably yv•'^ (@s, the Ark being the subject.

30. David now takes up his march, going up the ascent of

Olivet with his head covered and his feet bare, both signs of grief.

The people also covered their heads a>id went up, weeping as they
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went. — 31. On hearing of the defection of Ahithophel, David

prays : Turn the counsel of Ahithophel to foolishness, O Yahweh !

As remarked above, Ahithophel, the grandfather of Bathsheba,

had a special reason to seek the destruction of David.— 32. As

David was coming to the hill top where one worships God'\ sanctu-

aries on the hills are too well known to need remark.— There

niet him Hushai the Arkite the friend of David, with his tunic

rent and earth upon his head'] the place or family from which he

got his name is unknown.— 33, 34. David sees in Hushai an

instrument for counteracting the influence of Ahithophel : If thou

go with me, tiiou shall be a burden to me ; but if thou return to the

city and say to Absalom : I am thy servant, O kiiig . , . then thou

canst bring to nought for me the counsel of Ahithophel] the sen-

tence is a little complicated by the length of the speech which

Hushai is to make to Absalom. The apparent sense of it is : Thy

servant will I be, O king ; thy father''s servant was I formerly,

and now I am thy servant. But as the Hebrew is awkward, it is

possible that the text has suffered. (H certainly read something

quite different in part of the sentence : Thy brothers have gone

ajvay and the king thy father has gone away after [^theni] ; now I
am thy servant, O king! let me live ; I have been thy father''s servant

heretofore, and no7v I am thy servant.— 35, 36. David instructs

Hushai to keep Zadok and Abiathar informed, and to send word

by their sons as has already been planned, cf v.^.— 37. As a

result of this advice, Hushai returns to the city, reaching it about

the time of Absalom's arrival.

30. i-'N-\ !i"N ion] we find D'^ni idh in Jer. 14' where also it is a sign of

grief.— 31. ini] read ^n'71 with (§l and 3 MSS. of |§. It is unnecessary

however to change the verb to ijn (Bu.).— 32. lanNn] 6 apxieraipos Aaveid (@

as in 16I6. The original <3 was 6 'Apx^ eTa7pos AaveiS, of which we have traces

in a few MSS. The friends or boon companions of the king were a special

class of courtiers, as it would seem. The Arkites are mentioned Jos. 16^

between Luz and Ataroth.— 34. The difficulties with the received text in the

middle of the verse are these : n-'riwS is in an unusual position and separated

by iScn from its subject "'JN; both ^jNi have the 1 of the apodosis which is

certainly extreme (Dr.) ; and the clause l^3; "'Jni repeats the first. At the

opening we should expect a salutation of the king. (3 has (with slight varia-

tions) : Ste\r)\vda(nv ol ade\foi <rov, koX 6 0a(Ti\fvs KaTSiriadev fxov SifAriKvOev

6 vaT7)p ffov to which it adds the reading of |^ in a second translation, only
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rendering ninx by eaffSv fxe (vcrat. It is not impossible that the original had

some such reference as this : ^/ly brother has passed a-way, and the king tJiy

father has passed away after him (Kl.). The assumption that David was as

good as dead would be flattering to Absalom. The let me live seems to us

"too currish" (We.), but it might not so strike an oriental.— 36. njn] 19

codd. have njni which is also read by O'^. At the end of this verse (^^^ inserts

a repetition of what Hushai was expected to say to Absalom.— 37. n;*-i] the

pointing is unusual, cf. Ges.-' 93 //.— N3''] on the tense cf. Davidson, Syntax,

45, Retii. 2, Dr., Tenses^, 27 -y.

XVI. 1. The account follows the fortunes of David. When he

had got a little beyond the summit, Ziba the se7t'ant of Meribbaal

met him~\ having come from the city, it would seem, by another

road ; with a pair ofasses saddled, and tzao hundred loaves of bread

and a hundred bunches of raisins'\ cf. i S. 25^**. The two hundred

fruits were probably figs. Am. 8\ — 2. To the king's question

Ziba replies that this is provision for the king's household.—
3. A further question concerning his master brings out the reply

:

He remains in Jerusalem, for he thinks : To-day rcill the house of

Israel give me back my father's kingdoni] it is possible that Merib-

baal had the idea that the popular disturbance would bring the

house of Saul again to the front. But it is hardly hkely that he,

a cripple, should expect to be their choice for the throne. The
excuse given later by Meribbaal himself accounts sufficiently for

his remaining behind, and we must suppose Ziba's accusation

slanderous. — 4. The king believes in the man who has done him

a kindness, and without waiting to hear the other side gives him

all Meribbaal's property. Ziba acknowledges the gift by obeisance

and a prayer for the king's continued favour.

1. ^'Z'i'] Kl. conjectures ^^';^, and in fact two asses seem insufficient for the

occasion. — vp] is translated by (g^ (^oiVikcs, but hy (&,^ iraXaQat; the other

versions seem to favour the latter.— 2. anSnSi JCt. ; an'^ni Qre. The latter

seems to be correct.— 3. nisScD] as indicated above (on i S. 15-^) probably

a false spelling of PoSsD. — 4. inMnncn] / bow myself in gratitude.

5. The next incident was less agreeable,— The king came to

Bahuritn'] the village already mentioned in the account of Michal's

return, 3^^ It seems to have been on distinctly Benjamite terri-

tory. There came out a man of the clan of Said whose name was
Shimei son of Gera, cursing as he came.— 6. His hostility was
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made known by his actions as well as his words : He stoned

David and all his officers and all the people and all the soldiers at

his right hand and at his le/t'\ this represents the king surrounded

by his body-guard. ^— 7, 8. Shimei's words were: Get thee gone,

get thee gone, vile and cruel man ! Yahivch has brought back upon

thee all the blood of the house of Saul'] this temper was probably

not uncommon in Benjamin. We could condone it if the owner

had not shown such obsequiousness at a later date. — Behold thee

now in thy calamity /] a spectacle to all men.— 9. Abishai is

ready to avenge the insult : IVhy should this dead dog curse my

lord the king? cf. 9**.— 10. David denies that he has anything in

common with the violent temper of the sons of Zeruiah : JVhen

Yahweh has said to him : Curse David ! then who shall say : JVhy

hast thou done so ? The infliction was of divine ordering, and

must be borne patiently.— 11. A second remark on the same

subject: My son who camef-om my botvels seeks my life, how much

more this Benfamite~\ is excusable.— 12. Perchance YaJnveh will

look upon my affliction and repay me good for his cursing this day]

Nestle {Afarginalien, p. 18) compares the Qoran (68^'), where the

owners of the blasted garden say :
" Perhaps our Lord will give us

in exchange a better than it." — 13. As David continued his jour-

ney, Shimei ivent along on the side of the mountain parallel with

him, cursing as he went, and thrciu stones and dust] more as an

expression of hatred than with the expectation of inflicting bodily

injury.— 14. So the king and the people came to (? some place

the name of which is lost) and he refreshed himself there.

5. N3i] is the wrong tense, and should be corrected to NaM, so apparently

(§. We should however expect the order n2 in 'cni. Shimei is the name of

several men in the history of Israel. The Benjamite clan Gera is mentioned

Gen. 46^1 Jd. 3'^.— 6. lS^fDU'D1 ij"'D^d] as the Benjamites are elsewhere rep-

resented as ambidextrous (Jd. 20^'^) one is tempted to make this describe

Shimei as throwittg with his right hand and with his left. But in usage pD''D

almost always means ai the right hand of a person or a thing.— 8. in>"i2 IJni]

Kol edei^e aoi ttjj' KOKiav aov (3^ is probably only a free translation, though it

may possibly imply in^jn iN-ini.— 10. ^'-•p^ ^a] the Qre SSpi no does not seem

to help. It is awkward to join with what follows : 7vhe>t he curses and 7vhen

Yahweh says : curse. I suspect that Kl. is right in reading here as below,

favoured also by <3, SS|-iil i"? inijn : tet him curse ! When Yah-,veh has said,

etc.— 131] •'3 Qre.— 11. The verse is supposed by Kl. to be a paraphrase of
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the preceding. There seems no reason, however, why the king may not have

made more than one remark on the same subject.— 12. "Jijo] is doubtless

for "jy:!. Rabbinical subtlety sees here one of the Tiqqitne Sopherim, sup-

posing the original reading to have been \y;-y : with his eye, which was changed

to avoid anthropomorphism (Geiger, Urschrift, p. 325). The Qre reads ^rya

which is intended to mean upon my tears. But such a meaning for yv is with-

out parallel, 'jiua with the genitive of the object, the sin committed against

me, is contrary to analogy. — iriS'^p] is the reading of Baer and Ginsburg,

whereas the majority of printed editions have \iSSp in the text, with in'?'?p Qre.

— 13. SSpii li'?n] is not the usual form of such a phrase, and it is possible

that "jiSn is an erroneous insertion; it is lacking in S.— ipdj''?] the second

time is awkward : e'/c irKayiaji^ avrov (3^ : eV avTov O^S may be conjectural

renderings only, but show the difficulty of the word.— 14. D'i3^>] we expect

the name of the place, and it is possible that a^ij^ represents such a name;

otherwise one has dropped out : Trapa rhv ^lopSdvrjv (S^ looks like a conjecture.

In I5''^8 David expects to lodge at the naicn nn3>', and in 17^^ we find him at

what is intended to be the same place. Possibly this name once stood here.

— t:'DJM] cf. Ex. 23I2.

15. The narrative now leaves David, in order to show how

things are going at Jerusalem. Absalom had taken possession

without opposition. The populace seem to have been on his

side, if we may judge by the assertion that //le men of Israel made

his train.— 16. And when Hiishai the Arkite, thefriend of David,

came to Absalom and said : Long live the king, Absalom said: Is

this thyfriendshipfor thyfriend ? Such seems to be the construc-

tion of the sentence.— 18. The questions of Absalom imply that

Hushai should have gone with David, to which implication he

replies : No / For zvhom Yalnveh and this people and all Israel

have chosen— to him will I belong and with him will I dwell~\ the

combination of God's will and the will of the people overrules all

else. The flattery is obvious.— 19. Atid in the second place :

Whom should I serve ? Should it not be his son .?] that is, the

son of the friend just alluded to. The speaker endeavours to

show that the friendship is best manifested by turning to the son :

As I have served thy father, so will I serve thee~\ the fine words

suffice for the occasion.

15. 'Z'^ v^H ayn-Sai] koI ttSs av^p 'lapa-qX (5^. The latter seems original.

— 16. iScn >n'] is given only once in (g. The apodosis seems to begin with

v.i'^. — 18. nV] the second time is corrected by the Qre to iS, which is essen-

tial. — nin Djjm] refers to the people there present : kuI 6 Kahs avrov @^ in

connexion with what follows is tautological.
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20. Absalom asks advice concerning the first step.— 21. Ahith-

ophel is prompt with his reply: Go in to thy father''s concubines

zuhich he left to keep the house, and all Israel will hear that thou

hast made thyself abhorred of thy father ; and the hands of all 7vho

are on thy side will be strengthened^ the breach would thus be made

incurable, and on Absalom's side would be the determination of

men who know this. The act advised, however, is not a mere act

of wantonness. The successful usurper took possession of his pred-

ecessor's haj-em as a matter of right, as we have seen in the case

of David himself. Absalom's act was only the public affirmation

of the logic of the situation. — 22. They pitched the tent^ the

bridal tent of the Semites which has survived, in the canopy of

the Jewish wedding ceremony, to our own day. Absalom thus

took possession of the king's rights, before the eyes of all Israel.

Had this author known of Nathan's denunciation of this punish-

ment for David's adultery, he would have made some allusion to

it here.— 23. That the advice thus acted upon was just what the

occasion demanded is indicated by the author in his panegyric

:

The counsel of Ahithophel zvhich he counselled in those days was as

though one inquired of the word of God.

20. ddS I3n] addressed to the whole circle of counsellors.— 21. Sx N13]

frequently used of the consummation of marriage. — nx nt:'N3j] the combina-

tion occurs nowhere else, and it is possible that the Hiphil was originally writ-

ten : /caTj/(7xwaj tov -narepa ffov (g.— 22. Snsn] cf. the nan of the bridegroom,

Ps. \(f; also WRSmith, Kinship, p. 1 68 f.; Wellh., Muhammed in Medina,

p. 178. — 23. The Qre bids insert C"n after SNi'% which is certainly smoother.

XVII. 1-14. Ahithophel and Hushai. — In a debate as to

the next step to be taken, Ahithophel counsels an immediate pur-

suit of David. Hushai by an elaborate argument counteracts the

impression made by Ahithophel, and secures delay. The debate

was held the day of the arrival in Jerusalem, apparently after the

appropriation of the concubines was decided upon, but before it

was consummated.

1. Ahithophel is himself ready to take the field against David :

Let me choose twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pursue

David to-night. — 2. The time was favourable: And I ivill come

upon him when lie is exhausted and weak, and I will throw him
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into a panic, and all the people with him will flee and I will smite

the king alone. The picture drawn has a good deal of probabihty.

David was weary and discouraged ; the company Avith him would

easily be thrown into a panic ; and in the confusion the king

might be slain with little loss of life otherwise.— 3. Reading with

(§ we translate : And I will bring back all the people to thee as the

bride returns to her husband ; only one man thou seekest— and all

the people shall be atpeace~\ the figure is flattering to Absalom, as

well as the intimation that David alone is a disturber of the peace.

— 4. The advice commended itself to Absalom and the assembled

Sheikhs.— 5. He desires however to get all possible light and so

orders Hushai to be summoned : that we may hear what is in

his mouth also.— 6. The case is laid before Hushai : Thus has

Ahithophel spoken ; shall we carry out his tvord ? If not, do thou

speak ! In case of disagreement only would it be necessary to

make a speech.— 7. Hushai, who knows that delay will work for

David, pronounces against the scheme.— 8. The argument : first,

David and his men are old soldiers, and of angry temper like the

bear robbed of her cubs. The Syrian bear was formidable, as

indeed it is still. (^ adds here : and like the wild boar of the

plain. Secondly, David is too shrewd to spend the night where

he is likely to be surprised ; he is a man of war and ivill not lodge

with the people~\ the hope of a panic is likely to be frustrated.—
9. The danger of an attack on such a man is evident : Now he

has hidden himself in one of the caves or in one of the places^ an

indefinite word is chosen, in order to suggest that a great variety

of such places exists— and when some of the people fall at the first

attack, the report will spread^ literally, the hearer will hear and
say— there is a slaughter amojig the people who are with Absalom.

The plausibility of this cannot be denied. Among the suddenly

levied troops of Absalom a panic was more likely to arise than

among the seasoned soldiers of David,— 10. The result can

easily be foreseen : Even the valiant man, whose heart is like the

/leart of a lion, shall utterly melt away\ in fear, for all Israel

knows that thy father is a hero, and valiant men are they who are

with him.— 11. So far the refutation of Ahithophel ; now comes

the counter-proposal : But I counsel^ the tense indicates that the

plan has been fully matured in his mind ; let all Israel be gathered
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to thee from Dan to Beersheba as the sand which is by the sea for

multitude, with thy Majesty marching in the midst of them~\ the

picture of the monarch in the midst of such an army was calcu-

lated to impress the imagination of Absalom. The language

moreover contains an insinuation that the expedition proposed

by Ahithophel, and under his leadership, could not be as effective

as if Absalom himself were the general.— 12. In this case the

destruction of David is certain : We will come upon him in one of

the places where he has been discovered^ by that time we shall be

in no uncertainty as to his whereabouts: and ^ve will light upon

him as the dew falls upon the ground, and there will not be left of

him and the men who arc 7tnth him even one.— 13. An objector

might say that the king will thus have time to get into a fortified

place. But if so : all Israel will bring ropes to that city, and we

ivill drag it to the zuadi^ on which it may naturally be supposed

to be situated, //;//// there is not found there even a pebble^ the

hyperbolical language is calculated to make an impression. —
14. The oratory of Hushai carried the day, in accordance with

the divine ordering : Yahweh had commanded to bring to nought

the good counsel of Ahithophel in order that Yahweh might bring

calamity upon Absalom'\ hence the blindness of Absalom to his

real interest.

1. Nj".-nn3N is followed by the dative of advantage here as elsewhere

according to (S : e^ai/rtS.— ii;'j;"2''j"'] the Zeita xiAiaSas- of (5^' seems more

natural to us, but is suspicious for that very reason. — 2. Tnnnni] of throwing

into a panic (stampede) by a sudden attack, Jd. 8^^.— 3. 'ii'ssn Vnn JV^r'j

'D nnN'TuT'N] is unintelligible, as any one may see in the attempt of the AV,

adopted without remark by the Revisers. (@ had a different text, which since

Ew. {GVI^. III. p. 247, E. Trans. III. p. 183) has been generally adopted in

the form : cpaa nnx inN Z'^h •\h hb'^n'? rh':ir\ jiao. The only difficulty is that

if Ahithophel compares himself to the groomsman who brings the bride to her

husband, he should use a different verb from 31"'. Schill {ZATIV. XII.

p. 52) proposes 'iji r'Nn niDnn om'D, which also gives a fairly good sense, but

does not explain the origin of (5.— Sd] read Sdi with (S-— 5. Nip] read iNip

(@.— Nin-Dj] emphasizes the pronominal suffix which precedes. Davidson,

Syntax, 1.— 6. On the question whether we should translate as above, or

(as is also possible, disregarding the accents) : shall ive do as he says or not?

Speak thou, cf. Dr. Notes. For I'N-dn (5^ has v) irciy. I'rohahly we should

read pN'DNi, the i having fallen out after na^. —-8. mr^] (5" adds: koI iis

5j Tpaxf'ta fv rcf! Tre5icf>. The fierceness of wild swine is sufficient to justify
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this comparison (cf. Nestle, Margiualien, p. i8), but as the comparison is

nowhere else actually made in the Old Testament, the presumption is against

it here. — ay.Tnx] the point seems to be that David will arrange the camp so

that his own person will be guarded from surprise.— 9. nnp njni] seems not

to be hypothetical : and suppose now that he is hidden (Kl.), but to draw the

conclusion from what has just been said : being a man of laa?-, David has

certainly hidden himself.— aipnsn] cf, 18^''. For ona we may restore d;;3

with (5^.— 10. Nini] not to be corrected to T\^7\^ with (@^ (K.1.) for that makes

a difficulty with the following verb; but the reference is not to be limited to

yna'H which precedes (Dr.). The speaker explains what he means by the

next following words : And he (I mean even the valiant man') shall melt away.

— Dc] in the thought of the speaker the heart is the subject.— 11. '<nxj;"i 13]

seems perfectly good, but cf. We.— '\'^iS^] and thy countenance, of the personal

presence of the monarch.— ^^na] means into the war. But aip in this sense

is a late word, and (SH read here sanpa which should be restored (Th.).

—

12. ijnji] evidently from mj, not to be confounded with the pronoun. Perles,

Analekten, p. 32, proposes njmi (so (S^).— *\nij] with recession of the accent

on account of the following monosyllable. The verb is taken by some to be a

jussive form instead of the cohortative, Ges.-^, § 109 d., Davidson, Syntax,

§ 63, Rem. I. There is no need to assume an anomaly, as the Niphal perfect

makes good sense: and there will not [by that time] have been left one.—
13. liy^'Hi] the Hiphil is rare, and does not seem natural here. (5^ „„)

\riiJ-^eTat may represent iNom which seems to fit the case.— ^mn^ as the

towns were generally on the hills it was fair to assume that there would be a

wadi in the vicinity.— ins] from Am. 9^ the meaning pebble seems assured.

15-22. David receives the news of his danger.— Hushai at

once informs the priests of the discussions in the council. As he

could not be certain which would be adopted he advises David to

put the Jordan between him and the enemy : Z>(? not lodge to-night

in the Araboth, but cross over] the place is the same at which

David has told them he could be found, 15-^ The danger is :

/est the king and all the people 7vith hi7n be swallowed up. —
17. The two young men were waiting at En-Rogel, now generally

identified with the Well ofJob {iox Joab ?) at the junction of the

two valleys of Kidron and Ben Hinnom. If they should be seen to

come into the city after having started out with David, it would

awaken suspicion.— 18. A lad saw them, however, and reported.

Discovering themselves to be pursued, they took refuge i?i the

house of a man in Bahurim~\ so that we may suppose not all the

inhabitants to have been of the same mind with Shimei. The well

in his court was a good place of hiding.— 19. The woman of the
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house took and spread a cloth over the mouth of the well and
strewed fruit ttpoti it'\ as if the fruit were drying.— 20. The

reply of the woman to the question of the pursuers is probably de-

signed to be enigmatical. It is completely so to us.— 21, 22. The

messengers come to David and bring Hushai's advice, and David

arose and all the people who were with hi/ii and crossed over the

Jordan~\ the Jordan, a swift-flowing stream, is troublesome either

to ford or to cross by ferry. On this account immediate pursuit

need not be feared when once on the other side. By morning,

there was not one left behind.

16. ni3i;'3] Baer and Ginsburg have no Qre here, and it seems difficult to

suppose that the fords could be called fords of the wilderness. I have there-

fore rendered as a proper name.— pS^''] the so-called impersonal construc-

tion, Davidson, Syntax, § 109.— 17. Sji"|''j? is mentioned in the boundary line

of Benjamin and Judah, Josh. 15'', evidently at the foot of the valley of Ben

Hinnom. For a description of the present Bir Eyyub cf. Robinson, BR"^.

I. p. 332. Buhl's objection that this is a well, and not a fountain, is met by

the fact that water flows in the well, sometimes even coming over the top, so

that it might well receive the name Spring.— nnsa'n] the article indicates

only the particular one who was sent on this message; we should say a maid.

The tense of the verbs seems to require the translation : the maid was to come

and tell them, and they were to go and tell David. — 19. main] is unknown.

The Targum has l''S''p"', dates, and it seems most probable that fruit of some

kind would be the thing exposed for drying; (§'- has naKadas which also means

fruit. (@^ seems to transfer the Hebrew word, apapdd. Aq. and Sym. have

irria-dvas which is taken by 3L. This word means hidled or crushed l^arley, and

something of the same kind is intended by S Nii'n. The tradition represented

in 2C should have a good deal of weight in a case of this kind ; cf. Nestle,

Marginalien, p. 18, who also favours fruit.— 20. Sst] is a word which

occurs nowhere else, and even its derivation is uncertain. The Arabic and

Assyrian parallels which are alleged arc not convincing. (@^ has fiiKpSv, (5^

(TirevSovTfs omitting S'cn, and IL gustata paulidum aqua ; festinanter seems

to come from I. We might conjecture that an original c^n^j or D^incD has

been corrupted into ^c^'^o^c, but this is no more than a possil)ility. —
22. ^|I3^ ni.v"-i>'] is connected by the punctuation with what follows; (@ how-

ever joins to the preceding. The more vigorous sense seems conveyed by the

former construction. — tinJ the punctuation is anomalous, (!es.-'', § 96.

23. A verse is added to show the fate of Ahithophel. Con-

vinced that a wrong start was made and that the outcome would

be failure, he saddled his ass and rose and went to his house, to his

city\ here added to show that his house in Jerusalem was not
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meant.— There he gave command concerning his hoiise'l testa-

mentary disposition of his estate, and strangled hitnself. Cases

of suicide are not common in the Old Testament. The most

prominent is that of Saul. There is no evidence that the Biblical

writers found it especially abhorrent. Ahithophel was not refused

burial in the sepulchre of his father.

23. n'>~'^N] the change to ""^Ni made by some MSS. seems unnecessary.

24-29. David's settlement at Mahanaim. — As though the

temper of transjordanic Israel was more conservative than that

of the tribes west of the river, David found refuge and support

among the same people who had clung to Ishbaal. The paragraph

begins to tell of Absalom's preparations for battle, and then breaks

off to tell of the reception provided for David by the leading men
of Gilead. Vv."'"-'' belong logically after '^''.

24. David came to Mahanaim, and Absalom also crossed the

Jordan, he and all the men of Israel ivith him. Some time proba-

bly was required to summon the militia, but we do not know how

much.— 25. The general of Absalom's army was Amasa, who is

described in |^ as son of a man whose tiame was Ithra the Israel-

ite. The statement is surprising, because it is superfluous to call

a man an Israelite who dwelt in the land of Israel. Only in case

he were a foreigner is it natural to add his gentilic description.

Furthermore, the Chronicler knew him as Jether the Ishmaelite,

I Chr. 2^''. It is highly probable that the latter is correct ; a

scribe would have every reason to correct Ishmaelite to Israelite.

No motive can be discovered for the reverse process. The lan-

guage which is used further : who came to Abigail daughter of

Nahash sister of Zeruiah'] is explicable only on the theory that

we have to do with a qadtqa marriage, that is, one in which the

wife remains with her clan and the children become members of

that clan. For Nahash, the Chronicler substitutes Jesse, and a

number of Greek codices have the same name here. But the

Greek reading may have arisen from the desire to harmonize this

passage with Chronicles. It seems impossible to get at the truth

of the case. It is quite in accordance with custom that Absalom

should appoint his kinsman to high office, as David did in the

case of Joab.— 27. At Mahanaim David received material help
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from Shobi de?i Nahash'] whom, as representing the old royal

family, he had probably made viceroy over Amnion, and Machir

ben Amviiel of Lo-Debaf-] the protector of Meribbaal, 9'', a7id

Barzillai the Gileadiie of Rogelini] the name is evidently Aramaic.

The place is mentioned only here and 19^-.— 28. These friends

brought couches and rugs and bowls and pofiery~\ in order to fur-

nish the houses occupied by the fugitives. Besides this, pro-

visions in abundance: tvheat and barky and flour and parched

grain and beans and lentils^ these the vegetable products.—
29. The enumeration goes on with another class of edibles : Jioney

and curds and sheep and calves. These they set before David and

his people, knowing that they would be hungry and weary and

thirsty in the desert.

25. 'Nitron Nnn'' laii'i B'''N"p] the form of the sentence is puzzling. We
expect the order to be Nini wtri -o^ !;"'S, We. Why should a man's name be

called Ithra the Israelite ? His name was Ithra and he was an Israelite, but

in Israel itself Israelite would be no distinguishing mark. In case of a for-

eigner it would be different : Uriah the Hittite was in a certain sense the

name of David's soldier. This consideration certainly favours the restoration

of Ishmaelite here in accordance with Chr. 3L makes him a Jezreelite. The

latter is read also in this place by two Greek codd. (III. and 55 of Parsons),

but probably no great weight can be given to this testimony.— 'ijn '7.s' N3"iu'n]

the sentence would be unnecessary except in case of a i;adiqa marriage, on

which cf. WRSmith, Kinship, Chap. 3.— -c-nrn^] as the Chronicler makes

Abigail a daughter of Jesse, the Jewish expositors make Nahash here to be

another name for Jesse. But this is very improbable. Schm. and others make

him the first husband of Zeruiah's mother. (5^ and a number of codd. read

"leo-crai, which however may be due to harmonistic tendency. To the theory

that Nahash and not Abigail was the sister of Zeruiah, which would be a pos-

sible construction of the text, We. objects that Nahash is not a woman's name.

But of this we cannot be certain. It is not impossible that c-nrna has come

in under the influence of tr-nrp in the verse below.— 27. ''3'.;'i] koX 'S.efeei

<@^, 'Ov€a0el (@^. It is possible that a verb once stood here. — n'''?J-\c] ««

PajfajSeiV &'. — ''Sna] doubtless the first element is i3 = p, Nestle, in Am.

Jour. Sent. lang. XIII. 3.— 28. The missing verb is put by (5 here and

would better be restored in the form ino^. For as'i'D: Sewa koItus koI a/x<pi-

rdnovs (5. The Sewa is m'j';', but by a slight change we get ntyiy which makes

excellent sense. With this change (Kl. and Nestle) the text of (5 is adopted

above.— ••^p] is erroneously duplicated in the text. It seems to belong with

n::p.— 29. nio'i'i] is obscure. (3^ seems to have understood t'rt/rrj, and so

IL; and this fits the immediate context. (5^ does not translate, while 52t

make the word mean cheese. Possibly there is an error in the text.
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XVIII. 1-8. The battle.— David's army sets out from Maha-

naim to meet the force under Absalom. David offers to go him-

self, but yields to the entreaties of the soldiers that he stay in the

city. He charges the captains to spare Absalom.— 1. The king

in person reviews the army and appoints officers.— 2. The three

generals are Joab, Abishai, and the newly recruited Ittai.— I also

willgo 7vith yoti\ the form of the offer indicates that the king did

not feel strong enough to assume the chief place.— 3. The

soldiers dissuade him ; if they should be defeated, the enemies'

object would not be attained so long as David should remain

alive : For thou art equal to ten thousand of us'\ a common esti-

mate of a valued leader.— And besides it is good that thou be a

help to us from the city'\ by sending out the reserves in case of

necessity. — 4. The troops march past the king as he stands in

the gate.— 5. The charge to the generals: Gently for my sake

with the lad Absalom ! To his father he was still but a boy.

That all the soldiers heard is intended to prepare for v.^'.—
6. The battle took place /;; thejungle of Ephraini\ not otherwise

known to us.— 7. Absalom's party was defeated with the loss of

20,ooo men.— 8. The battle became a rout; scattered over the

face of the country, and thejungle devoured moi-e than the sword~\

the rocky thickets were fatal to those who attempted to flee.

2. n'^'^'M] KotX fTpiffffevffe <S^ points to U'Ss'ii, which is more likely to be

original because the less common word. — 3. Jjco nn;;-io] there seems to be

no doubt that we should read n.iN for nn;-, with 2 codd., (5^, 3, IL and Sym.

(Cappel, Critica Sacra, p. 309, Th. al.). The sentence still does not seem

quite correct, and the original may have been simply D'^isSx r\-\v^ id3 npNi.

©^ has oTi KoX vvv acpaipeOrjaiTai e'l rifjioii/ 7} yrj; which Kl. supposes to point to :

for then the earth wotdd bringforth [ten thousand times] inore than we. But

this seems forced.— in;''^] niii?'^ Qre. The latter is to be restored (as the

Hiphil is uncalled for) unless indeed we conjecture nTj?*?.— 5. i':'"jvx'^] © has

a verb : (peiaaaOe fxov (fioi) possibly iScn. But there seems no reason for de-

parting from the received text, cf. Is. 8^.— 6. anDS'] (S^ reads a''jnc, obvi-

ously a correction of the editor, cf. GASmith, Geog. p. 335 n. — 7. Omit the

second a-Zf (S, which has come in from the verse below. At the end of the

verse add '^T'^n with (3- — 8. mi'Dj] is to be corrected to ni'iflj with Qre.

9-18. The fate of Absalom.— In the general flight Absalom

happened upon the servants of David~\ that is, the body-guard.

—

His mule came into the thick branches of a great oak, arid his head
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caughtfast iti the oak, and he was hung bettveen heaven and earth'\

being left there as the mule kept on her way.— 10, 11. To the

young man who told him, Joab said: Thou sawest him! And
why didst thou not sjnite him to the ground ? And my part would

have been to give thee ten shekels of silver and a girdle'] the girdle

was often richly wrought, and so worn as an ornament.— 12. The

soldier's reply : And if I were weighing in my hand a thousand

pieces of silver, I would not put forth my ha?id on the king's son]

for the reason of the king's charge : Take care of the young 7nan

Absalom.— 13. Further argument of the case: Had I wrought

deceitfully against his life, nothing would have been hidden front

the kitig, and thou wouldst have stood aloof. This seems to be the

best that can be made of the present text.— 14. Joab breaks off

the conversation, takes three darts in his hand : and thrust thetn

into the heart of Absalom yet alive in the midst of the oak. We
think of the oak as a mass of thickset branches in which Absalom

was struggling. —-15. The three darts must put an end to the

already exhausted man, and it is a work of supererogation on the

part of Joab's armour-bearers to smite him and kill him again.

It is probable therefore that the verse is an interpolation. —
16. Joab calls off the pursuit, knowing that the end has been

attained.— 17. They cast Absalom's body into the great pit] the

article seems to indicate that it was one well known.— And they

raised over him a great heap of stones] Jos. 'f^'
8"^.— 18. Another

monument had been erected by himself in the vicinity of Jerusalem.

9. Nnp^] is probably correct, though we might expect another verb.—
p^i] Koi waxpefxaade (5^: •'Sn\xi IK,: ^^nnxi ,S, all pointing to Sn''i, which

alone is in place, notice mSp in the next verse.— 11. nn*? •'S>i] an obligation

rests n/>on one. <5^ has simply nal iyco au SeSco/reii', in favour of which Th.

urges that there was no obligation in the matter. But surely it is the com-

mander's duty to reward valour in his soldiers.— 12. x*?!] is, of course, NiSi.

— ^py'] We. proposes to make a passive, because the recipient does not tell

the money, but the payer. The soldier however seems to mean : f I were to

/eel the weight of that money paid into my hand.— ^rf\ is unintelligible; read

"h with the versions and 2 codd.— 13. in] may possibly do, but it is better

to correct it to cn. (@ connects the whole clause with the preceding verse,

making it a part of David's exhortation. Take care of the young man Absa-

lom, lest any one 7vork injustice to his life. But the present verse seems to

need the words. The only real difficulty is in the word np"'. The killing of

AljsaUjm would not be Jeceit.— lU'flj^] ^V£i:2 Qr'e. The latter is read also by
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(5^.— 14. D-a2U'] clubs are not thrust into one's heart, so that we should

probably read D'n'?'^' with (§ &i\t\ (Tti.).— 15. For the reason above given,

We. regards the verse as an interpolation (^Comp. p. 261). Th., followed by

Ki., begins the sentence with the preceding clause : But as he was yet alive in

the heart of the oak, ten ofJoab's armour-bearers compasstd him. But for this

we should at least have ni;? nidi instead of the bare ijii;-. For this reason it

seems best to regard the verse as an interpolation except m.^^^SM at the end;

this word, pointed in^''^", will readily join to the end of v.^*. The ingenious

construction of Kl. which makes Joab simply release Absalom from the tree

so that he is really slain by the armour-bearers, lacks basis in the text.—
18. On n2iC, We., TBS. The statement seems to conflict with 14'^". Of the

two, this seems more likely to be original, as it is quite in place to explain

why Absalom had a monument in the king's dale. The location is unknown.

Josephus puts it two stadia from Jerusalem (/?«A VIII., X. 3). — -»o?n] cf.

ZA TIV. XI. p. 178, XVII. p. 74; and Schwally, Leben nach dem Tode (1892),

pp. 28, 58. The indications are in favour of worship of the dead, as the motive

for the erection of such a monument.

19-32. The news is brought to David by two runners. The
first is Ahimaaz, aheady known to us, 15-'. He asks permission to

bring the king tidings : that Yahweh has pronounced for him as

against his enemies.— 20. Joab at first refuses permission because

he knows that the king will be grieved at Absalom's death ; and

to bring bad tidings would not be of advantage to Ahimaaz.

—

21. Joab then calls a negro (naturally, a slave) and commands
him : Go tell the king what thou hast see7i\ a message of grief

by a despised messenger.— 22. Ahimaaz again begs permission :

However it may be, let me run'] the motive is not very clear—
whether a desire to break the news more gently than the slave

would, or simply an ambition to carry the tidings. Joab dissuades

him : Why is it that thou wilt run, my soji, seeing that no reivard

will be given thee?— 23. Ahimaaz is still insistent, and Joab gives

the desired permission : And Ahimaaz ran by the %vay of the

\_fo?-dan~\ valley, and outran the negro] the direct way was prob-

ably across the hills, but the roughness of the country made that

way more difficult.— 24. Meanwhile David was sitting betiveen

the gates] that is, in the building which was both gateway and

tower. The watchman ha.d gone up to the roof of the gate ; thence

he saw a man runfiing alone.— 25. To the news, the king said :

If he be alone, tidings are in his inouth. Were he a fugitive

from the battle, others would appear scattered over the plain.—
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26. Seeing another runner : the waU'Jwiati on the gate cried

:

Another man running alone /] to which the king made answer :

This also is a bearer of tidings.— 27. The watchman recognizes

the foremost : I see that the running of the first is like the running

of Ahimaaz ben Zadok~\ so Jehu is known at a distance by liis

manner of driving. The king judges the character of the message

from the character of the messenger : He is a good man and a

good message he will bring. — 28. And Ahimaaz drew near and
said to the king : Feace~\ the customary salutation, followed by the

customary prostration. The news is conveyed in a pious ejacula-

tion : Blessed is Yahweh thy God who has delivered over the men

who lifted up their hand against my lord the king ! The words

give certain information of the victory, and contain a hint of the

fate of Absalom.— 29. The king asks direcdy concerning his son,

and receives the reply : I saw the great tumult tvhen Joab sent thy

servant but I do not know what it was. It seems evident that

this is false.— 30, 31. The negro's arrival and greeting: Let my
lord the king receive tidings : for Yahweh has avenged thee'\ cf. v.'^.

— 32. The question about Absalom receives this time an unmis-

takable answer : Afay the enemies of my lord the king, and all who

rise up against theefor evil be as the lad is !

19. V3'X "fD nini itasa'] the constnictio preguans like i S. 2^^.— 20. p"'^"]

is to be read with the Q7-e. p has fallen out owing to its similarity to ja. (5^^

represents '3 only, cf. Jd. (fl'^.— 21. It is an old question whether iriD is to

be taken as a proper name or as an appellative. As the form used is nearly

always ';:M3n, the latter is more probable. The Cushi/es were properly the

Nubians, but probably the name was extended to cover all natives of Africa

beyond Egypt. The trade in slaves brought them to Asia. The first occur-

rence of the word here should be without the article •'ii'iD^ the second on the

other hand should have the article supplied— 'U'lon.— 22. nn ^hm] let it he

what it may, is an answer to Joab's objection in v.^''.— nsxa] is obscure.

We. proposes PNxn, brought forth, which is adopted by Bu. But the phrase is

even then not very clear. Possilily the word is a corruption of icnm which is

needed in the next verse. — 23. At the beginning insert i^nm vi'ith (5S1L.

—

iddh] is the Jordan valley, Gen. 13^2 Dt. 34^. — 26. ivt'n-'i'N] Before, the

watchman had cried directly to the king, and so, if we may judge by the king's

reply, he does here. Read therefore ly^-n "^y with (S^" S : in cubnine IL seems

to mean the same ; nyari Sn of (S^* will hardly do. After the second «"« add

inn with @%. — 27. ni3> naiB mmo'Ss'i] it seems more natural to read nxi

KOI navj miao which is favoured by ®, and cf. (@^ oian.— 28. n'\|-im] (5^
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renders J-ipM, which was conjectured also by We. before the publication of

that edition.— iNrj \rN] traces of a Greek reading point to an original: who

hate (ixji') the hand {ox po-iver\ of my lord the king.— 29. It seems necessary

to read oiV^'n with 15 codd.— 'nn n^yPN] is superfluous and grammatically

in the wrong place; it should be stricken out, reading TT3>'"nx for ';;"nNi (Bu.

following We.), no should perhaps be followed by Di' (@, or nvi.— 30. n?3y''i]

<^^ adds oiriaw avrov.— 31. ''.t'idh] the second time is omitted by (S^ SIL and

is in fact superfluous.

XIX. l-9a. David's emotion and Joab's rebuke.— The king

was s]iocked'\ having hoped against hope to the last.— He went

up to the chamber over the gate~\ a common feature in city gate-

ways. And thus he said in his iveeping : M\ son Absalom ! Mx
son, my soji Absalom ! Oh that I had diedfor thee, Absalom, my
son, my son ! The fondness which had shown itself in early

indulgence, here breaks out in uncontrolled grief.— 3. The vic-

tory was titiiied to jnourning that day, because the people heard :

the king grieves for his son.— 4. Instead of the triumphal march,

the people stole aivay to the city as people steal a^vay who are

ashamed of having fled in battle'\ the approval of the king had

been their incentive. There seemed now no hope of this.—
5. The king on his part wrapped up his face and cried aloud:

My son Absalom ! Absalom, my son, my sofi /~\ oblivious of every-

thing but his grief.— 6, 7. Joab rebukes David : Thou hast shamed

to-day theface of all thy servants, who saved thy life and the life of

thy sons and daughiei's, and the life of thy wives and concubines,

by loving thine eneinies afid hating them that love thee'] the hard-

headed warrior told a wholesome truth. The throne of David

would not have been secure so long as Absalom lived. The con-

duct of the king said in effect : thatprinces and officers are nothing

to thee'] in comparison to Absalom. For I knozv that if Absaloin

were alive, and all of us zvere dead this day, then thou wouldst be

pleased. — 8. The occasion calls for action: Rise, go f07-th and

speak to the heart of thy servants] speak a word of encouragement,

Is. 4o\ Should he not do this, the people would desert— an

oriental army quickly melts away under discouragement : And
this tvill be worse to thee than all the evil that has come upon thee

from thy youth until now] the nature of the threatened evil is not

given, but probably the thought is that the kingdom will fall to
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pieces.— 9. The last four words belong to the following para-

graph. David sees the force of Joab's words, commands himself,

comes down and sits in the gate, and receives the people.

1. rj-|ii] the verb seems to mean to tremble under strong emotion.— inoSa]

eV TO? KXaieiv ai/rSv (S^ pointing to inoJ3. In spite of We.'s commendation

of 1^, the alternate reading seems to me better.— 2. The verse logically

belongs after v.^, unless the author means that news was carried to Joab while

still in the field. — 3. The second xinn avn is superfluous and perhaps erro-

neous.— 4. nnnSna] is lacking in i&^.— 5. dn^] for a'^, the vowel written

plene, as in tt'Ni 12^.— I'^Dn] the second time, is probably to be omitted with

6^ Sit. — 6. na'an] from tr-n, Ges.^s §78*^.— T'ti'jSs u'dji] (gs omits t'sj,

bringing this clause into line with the preceding. The insertion was proba-

bly made to prevent too close association of the concubines with the wives

(Nestle) .
— 7. "^ ]''N "la] the parallels give the meaning tJiou hast no princes.

But here the sense seems to be like that of njj j''N3 Is. 40".

—

tn'^j] the o
simply resumes the former 13 (Dr.).— 8. Nxr ^J''N] is the protasis. The on

which follows is the aN of the oath, cf. Davidson, Syntax, § 132, ^3.— ij;]

some copies have n>'i.— 9. ^SD^ ijdS] (g^ adds nj'rn Sn.

9''-15. Proposals are made for the recall of David.— Israel

had fled, each to his te^it, and the people expostulated in all the

tribes of Israel'] the intimation seems to be that the common
people were vexed at the slowness of the leaders.— 11. The
recollection of David's former benefits, with the fact of Absalom's

death, prompts the question : Why do yon delay to bring back the

king? This word of theirs came to the ears of David (for the

correct text, see the note).— 12. With genuine oriental love of

his own clan he incites Judah not to be behind the other tribes,

working by means of his friends the priests : Say to the Sheikhs

ofJudah: Why should you be the last to bring back the king to his

house ? The reason was, of course, that they had been the leaders

in the rebellion.— 13. The bond of blood is urged as a reason

why they should not be backward.— 14. Amasa, as one of the

most influential, is to be won by the promise of the chief com-

mand in place of Joab.— 15. And Amasa turned the heart of all

the men of Judah as one man] so that they sent for David to

return with all his retainers.

10. jnj] would mean were in a state of inutual strife (Dr.). But as the

Niphal occurs nowhere else, we should perhaps read p'rj with ^^.— Nini] is

emphatic.— 11. At the end of the verse, @ adds the clause wliich in |lj comes
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at the end of v.^"-, omitting it there : -[Snn-'r.y k3 Sn-i!:"-'?3 -13-11. As shown

by Th., the words belong here and not there.— 12. The end of the verse

should be at the Athnach, the rest having come in by transposition, and having

been increased by erroneous addition of ir^'^'Sx from the line above.

—

13. The opening words seem the most proper introduction to the speech, and

it is possible that they belong immediately after the second icnS of the pre-

ceding verse, all between being erroneous duplication. — 14. nnn] for ncNf,

Ges.^^, 68 h.— 15. om] @^ is probably correct in its interpretation when it

inserts Amasa as the subject. Quite as good is the reading of ® : ^^S O.'^i.

16-24. The return of the king.— So David returned marks

the transition, closing the account of the negotiations and opening

the narrative of his journey. Judah came down to Gilgal, the

well-known sanctuary in the Arabah, to go to meet the king. It

seems hardly consistent with this to add : to bring the king over

the Jordan. The latter seems to have been the work of Ziba.—
17. The verse should include the first four words of v.^^ : Shimei

went down to meet the king with the men ofJudah, and a thousand

men of Benjamin with him~\ the account is continued in ^'-^^.—
18, The zeal of Ziba is described in a parenthetical sentence

which includes ^"''. He, with his fifteen sons and twenty servants,

rushed through the Jordan before the king~\ the meaning of the

verb is uncertain.— 19. And they kept ovssing the ford to bring

the househohi of the king over, and to do what would please him.

The Jordan, though not a large stream, is swift and treacherous.

The women and children would need the help of strong and

experienced guides. The latter part of the verse returns to Shimei,

\\\\o fell do7a7i before the king as he crossed the Jordan^ at the very

ford.— 20. Shimei's prayer is : Let not my lord charge guilt to

me ; and do not remember what thy servant didperversely . . . that

the king shouldpay attention to it'\ he attempts no justification, as

indeed grounds for justification were none.— 21. He now realizes

that he sinned, and confessing it pleads his present zeal : / atn

come to-day, first of all the house ofJosep]i\ Benjamin is not reck-

oned to Joseph in the genealogies— this must be a more ancient

conception.

—

22. Abishai is strenuous, as before, to put Shimei to

death : because he ciused the a?iointed of YahweJi] the divinity

that doth hedge a king made his crime blasphemy.— 23. David

again disclaims fellowship with the sons of Zeruiah who would be

his adversary, hindering him from doing what he would. To-day
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shall a mail be put to death in Israel? Evidently conciliation was

to be the order of the day, for the king had the confidence that

he was fully restored to his throne. The acclaim of the people

had moved him to this generosity.— 24. He therefore gives

Shimei the sworn assurance that he shall not die. We should be

better pleased with Shimei had he taken his punishment like a

man, for his reviling of the king no doubt expressed his real mind.

16. 'IJI T'jynS] It would be more appropriate io %^j when he had crossed,

and perhaps something of that kind was the original text.— 17, 18. The verse

division here and in the following two verses is confused (We.). Divide at

pijjD, at iSnn ijaS, and at irya .— nrcni] on the form Ges.^s, §97^.— inSsi]

the tense seems wrong and we should probably strike off the initial 1 ; notice

the preceding word. The meaning of n?s is elsewhere to come violently ttpon,

to take violent possession of, generally used of the Spirit's coming upon a man.

The only reason for its use here is that it describes the energy with which Ziba

acted.— 19. ma;;,! mayi] is taken traditionally to mean that a ferry-boat

wetit over. But this meaning for ma;? is without confirmation. The word

elsewhere means ford. The verb here must be the plural nayi, and the tense

indicates the repeated action. The band of experienced men went back and

forth, carrying the children and leading the riding animals of the women. It

is unnecessary therefore to correct according to © to mayn no;?''! (Kl., Bu.).

— TiayS] for Tia;;n'?, Ges.^^, § 5317.— The extraordinary points over the word

Nj"" indicate that the Scribes wish to suggest pnxi (Ginsburg).— UV^] to be

read with Qre vj^a .— 20. ni>-n] cf. f^.— 23. pr'^] in i S. 29* the Philis-

tines contemplated the possibility of David's becoming a jar, a traitor in the

camp ; in much the same light David views the sons of Zeruiah here.— arn]

the second time, is probably to be read avnn, Lag. Froph. Chald. p. li.—
\~i>'i''] oiSare <§^ is perhaps more forcible— do you not knozv that I have the

right to decide as king?

25. The next incident was the coming of Meribbaal ben Saul,

as he is called by ^.— He had not dressed his feet'\ his lameness

made some special attention to them advisable.— And had not

trimmed his moustache and had not 7aashed his clothes'] neglect of

the person is a sign of mourning. — 26. As Meribbaal's home was

Jerusalem, he came from Jerusalem to meet the king. The king

naturally inquires why he had not gone with the household at the

coming of Absalom.— 27. The reply is: My lord the king, my

serva?it deceived me. For thy se?vant commanded him: Saddle

the ass that I may ride upon her and go 7vith the king] the suffi-

cient explanation why he was powerless to do more is his lameness,



XIX. 24-34 3^5

which he therefore mentions.— 28. Bid he slandered thy servant

to my lord the king'] the case is sufficiently clear, and he leaves it

to the decision of the king.— 29. For all the house of my father

were deserving only of death before my lord the king, when thou

didst set thy servant among those who cat at thy table] the unde-

served kindness of the king was a reason why he should now be

contented with his decision: And what further claim have I to

cry to the king? The resignation is a little forced.— 30. The

king is impatient : Why wilt thou go on talking? J have decided

:

Thou and Ziba shall divide the land] undoubtedly the zeal of Ziba

in serving the king was the reason for this decision. Possibly there

was also some suspicion that Meribbaal had not been as prompt

as he might have been in endeavouring to follow David.—
31. Meribbaal is content even that Ziba should have the whole :

since my lord the king has come home safe and sound.

25. SiNr'p] v'lbs vXov SaouA. (5^ : v'lbs 'laiuaOau vlov 1aov\ (§^ are evident

expansions.— rSji nii'VisSi] had the author meant simply that he had not

washed his feet, he would probably have used another verb. In Dt. 2\^'^, r\z'')

IS used of trimming the nails, but the nails are named.— noS avn'iDS] the

article is surprising, but perhaps due to the mistake of a scribe; Dr. cites

Ex. 9I8.— 26. aS::'n^] should be :i^v\-\>Ti (Ew. GVI^. III. p. 259, E. Trans.

III. p. 191).— 27. After -[-lay insert iS, and for naonx read •r\v:iT\, so (SS, for

Meribbaal was not able to saddle her himself. And the fact that he had given

command to Ziba put the crime of the latter in a stronger light.— n>S;;] should

possibly be i'''?y, as iicn is generally the male.— 28. Sjtii] here only of going

about as a slanderer.— 29. In (S^ the second half of the verse is: And from
whose hand shall I receive justice ? And he cried further to the king. This

may be original, as the next verse intimates that he is talking too much.—
30. i2in] ®^ seems to read nj-in.

32-40. The parting- with Barzillai.— It is not certain that the

author follows the exact order of events. We suppose that the

parting from Barzillai took place before the meeting with Merib-

baal. The plan is to recount the meeting with Ziba, Shimei, and

Meribbaal in connexion, and then to take up the parting scene.

32. Barzillai came down from his home, and went jvith the king

to bid him good-bye at the fordan] it was the part of politeness to

accompany a departing guest the first stage of his journey.

—

33. The old man had nourished the king in his exile at Maha-
naim, a thing which his wealth enabled him to do.— 34. David
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invites him to become a member of the court.— 35. Barzillai

decUnes on account of his years.— 36. Age had blunted his senses

so that he did not know good from evil'\ the sense in which he

intends this is indicated by his further questions : Can thy servant

task that which I eat and that tvhich I drink ?'\ the inconsistent

use of the pronouns in such sentences is not uncommon.— Or
can J hear the voice of singers, men or women .?] the pleasures of

the court have no attractions for him.— 37. For thy sei-vant will

go a little ways with the king, and why should the king give me this

recompense .?] depreciation of his own services in accordance with

politeness.— 38. His only desire is to return home and die near

the sepulchre of his father and his mother. But the favour which

he declines for hmiself he will accept for Chimham his son.

—

39. The king willingly consents to take Chimham with him : and
all thou shall choose to lay upon me I will do.— 40. With this,

David dismisses his host, standing at the Jordan.

32. P"'^"'] (first) is superfluous, Bu. (at any rate accus. loci, Kl.).

—

pT'^TiN] cannot be right of course. And as we must emend, it will be best

to follow (@^ e/c ToD 'lopSavoi;. Barzillai parted from him at the Jordan, /"row

that point he dismissed him. The emendation of Kl., adopted by Bu., which

finds here a mention of Chimham, seems to me too bold.— 33. in3''::'3] is

rendered by (5 iv tw ohiiiv avrSi/ (so S). It is quite likely however that the

author intended 10131:0, as the stay across the Jordan was a real exi/e.—
34. inx] rh yripds aov (§ indicates •]r^2-'Z' (possibly a reminiscence of the ^^^2^'•^

in v.^*), adopted by Ew. and others.— 35. hdd] the question is: /s niy age

such that it is proper for me to go to court?— 36. ii>'] is twice lacking in (5"^.

Such words are easily inserted and also easily omitted.— 37. 0>'3d] on oK'iyov

©'-' is certainly smoother.— ]Tiin"nN] is probably to be stricken out, as the

verb was taken by a scribe to mean cross oz'er. If retained, il must be changed

to p-iin hn.— 38. DHCo] Nestle {Am. /our. Sem. Lang. XIII. p. 173) suggests

that the name is derived from hdd, he has weak sight.— 39. iV;; nna?] construc-

tio pregnans.— 40. nay n'rnni] It seems unnecessary that Barzillai should

cross and then recross the river. <5^ is probably right therefore in reading

nc;; for ^ay here : All the people crossed the Jordan, but the king stood still

;

and the king kissed Bai'Jllai and bade him good-bye.

XIX. 41-XX. 3. The strife between Judah and Israel. —The
king passed by Gilgal, Chimham being with him, and all the people

of Judah were tnarching along ivitli the king, and half the people

of Israel^ the mark which divided Judah and Israel shows itself
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on every such occasion. The king's conduct in this matter rather

accentuated than obhterated it.— 42. The men of Israel appar-

ently reahze that Judah has been favoured by an invitation from

David : IV/iy have our brethren the men ofJudah stolen thee and
brought the king and his house over the Jordan ? The conclusion

of the verse seems to mean : when all the men of David are

[equally] his people'\ the wrong was in David's giving the prefer-

ence to his kinsmen.— 43. The answer of Judah : Because the

king is near of kin to me. And why is it that thou art angry at

this thing ? Have we at all eaten of the king ? or has ajiy thing

been carried away by us .?] the insinuation is that Israel has inter-

ested motives, suspecting that Judah is claiming offices and emolu-

ments.— 44. The retort : / have ten shares of the kitig'] out of

the twelve which all Israel might claim, and I am the first born

rather than thou. Elsewhere, Judah is supposed to have succeeded

to the birthright in default of Reuben. IVhy hast thou treated

me with contejnpt— was not my word first to bring back my king?

The fact was as they claimed. But in spite of all, the men of

Judah were more strenuous in the strife.— XX. 1. The result was

a new rebellion : There happened to be there a vile man whose

name was Sheba ben Bichri, a Benjamite~\ the feelings of men
had become so inflamed that any bold leader might stir up a

revolt. He started the cry :

We have no share in David,

And we have no part in the Son ofJesse ;

Each to his tents, O Israel

!

The exhortation is to leave their allegiance, and resume the old

tribal independence.— 2, The men of Israel deserted the train

of David, but the men ofJudah clave to their kingfrom theJordan

to Jerusalem^ the blood was the bond.

3. Further account of the rebellion is interrupted by this verse,

which tells how David treated the ten concubines on whom Absa-

lom had demonstrated his possessiori of the royal power. These

he put in a house of guard~\ where they would be under surveil-

lance, and supported them, but did not go to them'] as a husband.

— So they zvere shut in until the day of their death] the last two

words are obscure and probably corrupt.
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41. I^dd] occurs here only, elsewhere onsr.— it'3>m] Kt : n''3;7n Qre.

Better than either is on^; (g^.— 42. ic;; in "'!:'jn"Sdi] the clause, in the point-

ing of IH, reads like an afterthought and is superfluous in the context. But

if we point 'D", we get the assertion that all David's ?iien are his people, which

bears directly on the subject. It seems to me enough to make this slight

change. Kl. proposes 1DJ? Sxia" B"n S^i. But in this passage where the dis-

tinction is made between Israel and Judah, this would be misleading.

—

43. n»srj] is grammatically and syntactically difftcult. Gratz (6". d. Juden,

I. p. 287) proposes to read r^wvc, or has a portion [from his table] been carried

away for us ? This in connexion with the previous clause makes good sense

and seems favoured by (5. The Judahites say : we have neither eaten of the

king's table nor received presents from it. Dr. proposes to read nu'j (the infini-

tive absolute).— 44. ina] read -iid3 with (@ (Th.).— nSi] is difficult and proba-

bly to be emended to nSh. The second question is plainly required by the sense.

The second iS is difficult, and has probably arisen by erroneous duplication of

S at the beginning of the next word.— XX. 1. '^jj^Sa C'n] (g^ inserts p,

whereas (5^ has ^•)'hi p. We find "'j'-c for Benjamite only here and Esth.

2^.— 3. Dia'j] lacking in (§!'.— dhiSni] the masculine for the feminine— 6

codd. have p^'?Ni, but this is probably a correction of the scribes.— nrn pudSn]

is unintelligible, and as the sense is complete without it, possibly a gloss. But

the meaning of the glossator is obscure; nvn occurs only here but might mean

life : a tvidowhood of life however would not mean a life-long widoivhood.

(5 x^P°' O^"'"' seems to read ni"'n hijoSn— living widoius however is so self-

evident that it could not need to be expressed. A ividowhood during the

lifetime of the husband or widoivs zvhose husband 2vas living (We.) would be

otherwise expressed.

XX. 4-13. The murder of Amasa. — Joab shows the same

conscienceless rigour in deahng with Amasa as he showed in the

case of Abner— more unscrupulous in fact, because in Abner's

case he had the excuse of blood revenge.

4. The king has already appointed Amasa chief of the army,

for he commands him (and not Joal)) to call together the men

of Judah within three days. — 5. Amasa, however, lacked the

energy of Joab and delayed beyond the time which he had ap-

pointed him.— 6. David sees that time works for the rebels and

orders Abishai to take his hrd's servants, that is, the body guard,

andpursue him, lest he find fortified cities and escape from its.—
7. The original reading seems to me to be : And there 7vent out

after Abishai, Joab and the Cherethites and the others.— 8. They

were by the great stone in Gibeon 7ifien Amasa catne leading the

peopIe~\ meaning the soldiers whom he had levied. As Amasa was
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raising the men of Judah, it is difficult to see how he could be at

Gibeon, unless he overtook Abishai there, and we may interpret

this language accordingly. The second half of the verse is de-

signed to show how Joab prepared himself for his attack in such a

way that Amasa's suspicion was not aroused. Unfortunately, it is

impossible to discover from the present text how he did it, and

the versions give little help. That Joab's sword was girded on his

loins is so much a matter of course that the author probably in-

tended to tell us more.— 9. As Joab greets Amasa, he stretches

out his right hand to take hold of Amasa's beard io kiss hifn'] the

common salutation of kinsmen.— 10. But Amasa was not ware

of the sword which 7vas in Joab's hand'\ if it was in his left hand

the fact should have been stated here. One is led to think that

it was concealed (in the sleeve?) in the outstretched hand.— So

he smote him with it in the abdomen, and shed his bowels to the

ground, and he did not give a second blotv'] the experienced slayer

of men knew the most effective stroke. The work done, he pro-

ceeded with the order of the day.— 11. A man was stationed by

the body to urge the passing soldiers to follow Joab.— 12. Amasa

was wallowing in blood in the midst of the highway'] the con-

vulsive throes of one dying may well be so described. It is not

to be wondered at that people stopped to look. Hence the re-

moval from the highway into the field, and the throwing of a gar-

ment over him, because the sentinel saiv that every one who came

to him stood still.— 13. The removal from the highway had the

desired effect ; all men zvent on afterJoab.

4. "'D'' n;:''?::'] the temporal clause should be closely joined with what fol-

lows— in three days stand thou here.— 5. nn"i] inin Qre. Some form of

>nN seems to be intended, whether in"! for "*nN^), or nn^i for nnsn seems im-

possible to make out— the Qre of course intends the latter, cf. Ges^s, § 68 i.

— n;"] 4-11"' (5^ (Bu.). — 6. For Abishai, Si substitutes Joab, which We.
supposes to be original. But as Joab is in disgrace it seems more natural that

Abishai should be called upon. Joab apparently accompanied the expedition

in a subordinate position. But his energy and habit of command made him

the real leader. — urj;] the difficulties in the word are disposed of by read-

ing i:dd with (g^. Bu. proposes urj''^ Sx:\ — 7. '"t^'JN vnnN] that the second

word is a corruption of i^on is indicated by ^^^, which however retains the

suffix of innx. As this does not agree with what precedes, it seems obvious

that we should read la'iJN i-inwS (Graetz).— 8. 01^:0"^] may be for D;jn jd'^, a

2B
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mistake which occurs elsewhere. If this were the original reading, it meant

that Amasa with his troops had reached Jerusalem just after the departure of

the body guard and had pushed on after them, overtaking them at Gibeon.

The rest of the verse reads, so far as we may attempt to translate it : AndJoab
was girded as to his garmeni, his clothing, and upon hitn [or zV] was a stvord-

girdle hound on his loiiis in its sheath, and he went out, and it fell. The im-

possibility of such a sentence is obvious. If the key to the situation is that

the sword fell, the author should at least tell us that Joab took it up before he

reached Amasa. % has a clue perhaps when it says his sword rested on his

hips like a dagger. In this case, we may suppose that Joab had arranged his

sword in some unusual way in order to this emergency, but how this was, we

cannot clearly make out. The same version renders Vdpi : and his ha^id fell

upon his s-word, which again might help us if we could suppose it to be origi-

nal. But the testimony of S alone is hardly sufficient to establish this.—
axri] Bu. inserts a clause and Joab ran to meet him, which is without sup-

port in any document. — moS no] is redundant, and the second word is pos-

sibly inserted to explain the first. Kl. conjectures with some plausibility

no 3-in instead of no nun, and ic^S nnnn for the simple i^jS. The second

lun is pointed lun by (5^.— pidsd] aix(p-r]KT) &^.— NX> Nini] (gB jj^s a

double translation, Koi f) /ndxaipa e^^KBev, ko.) avrii i^riKdev. Both of these in-

dicate that the sword is the subject of the verb, which should therefore be .ins'.

Kl. proposes N^sin Nim : and he took it out. But that the sword fell has as

little place in the narrative as it had before all these emendations. That Joab

had one sword (or dagger) concealed under his clothing in his left hand,

while he ostentatiously let his usual weapon fall to the ground to disarm sus-

picion (KL, Dr.) is certainly very obscurely stated in the emended text.

—

9. rn.m] for tnNni like inn of the Qre, y^.— 12. '^Sjhd] nf<pvpij.fvos (S^

does not seem to indicate a different text. <3^ inserts reOvriKais Kai, evidently

reading nn as a separate word. That ncM is said above is against the inser-

tion; on the other hand the statement that he died would not preclude the

assertion that he still moved convulsively where he lay. — icyi v^y N3n-'?3] is

quite regular. But it is possible that the i of the last word is erroneous dupli-

cation of the preceding \ In this case it is better to connect v'-'-j with the

following : every comer stood over him, so (5^'- Bu. thinks the whole clause,

from -irN3, to be a later insertion, while Kl. supposes it to belong earlier in the

verse.— 13. iii'Ns] we should probably prefix •'HM with (g^'.— njn] most satis-

factorily accounted for as Hiphil of nj", and probably with the suffix, for uin

(injn).

14-22. The death of Sheba. — As might be expected, the

rebellion was of short duration. Sheba seems to have had com-

paratively little following, and with his death peace was restored.

— 14. He went through all the tribes of fs?-ael to Abel Beth

MaacaJi\ as the coming of the army of Joab is told in the fol-
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lowing verse, the subject is probably Sheba. The city was one

of the most northerly possessed by Israel. It is identified by

Robinson with the present Abil or Abil el Kamh in the upper

Jordan valley. The rest of the verse is obscure. It seems in-

tended to assert that Sheba's following was made up of his own

clan.— 15. Here he was besieged: they raised a mound at the

city, and it stood with the wall^ that is, even with it, to the same

height. It was a favourite device in ancient sieges to raise a

mound of earth to the same height with the besieged wall. This

gave the besiegers command of the wall, and allowed them to

throw a bridge to it. The earth was brought in baskets and

poured out to make the mound. In addition, all the men ofJoab

were devising to throiv doivn the 7aall^ by the various methods

which, as experienced warriors, they knew.— 16. A 7oise woman
asks a conference with Joab.— 17. The interview is opened.

—

18, 19. They used to say formerly : Let them ask in Abel and in

Dan whether ivhat the faithful in Israel established has come to an

end? The question implies that in these cities Israelitic custom

was maintained if anywhere. The reproach upon Joab is evident

if he will now wipe out such a city and mother in Israel'] that is,

a city looked up to with the veneration which a mother should

receive. The text has suffered, but can be restored with a good

degree of probability.— 20, 21. Joab disclaims the purpose as-

cribed to him, but sets forth the cause of the siege. If Sheba

alone were given up, the siege should cease. The woman prom-

ises that his head shall be throiun out through the wall.— 22. The

woman persuades the people, Sheba is put to death, and the siege

terminates.

14. n3>"M] it seems almost necessary to read lay Nini making the refer-

ence to Sheba. — p^oi] as only one city is besieged we should read po here

as in V.15, Ew. GVI^. III. p. 264, E. Trans. III. p. 195. On the site of Abel,

cf. Robinson, BR'^. III. p. 372; Baedeker, Palestine'^, p. 263. The town lies

on a hill in the fertile valley west of Tell el Kadi, in which the springs of the

Jordan have their rise.— aiian-^oi] we have no trace oi Beerites who belong

in this connexion. <5^ seems to have read i-id3"^di : ^^ -ci^'^Di : another

group of MSS. represent onyn-Sji : omnesque elecli IL and Arm., would

render amnan-V^i. The last is accepted as the original reading by Th. and

others, whereas Kl. on the ground of (S'^ reads d^id^h-Sji, that is, Sheba's

own clan.— mSpii] iSnpii Qre. The latter is favoured by the versions.



3/2 2 SAMUEL

But the Ktib also has claims. If it means and they treated him with con-

tempt, it would account for the small strength which he showed in the sequel.

— in] is lacking in (@. And as for all the Bichrites, they gathered aiid came

in [to Abel] after him (Dr.) is perhaps the best that can be done, but is not

entirely satisfactory. My own conjecture is that ui injm is duplication of

the first clause of verse i^ and that the original stated that all the young tnen

esteemed him lightly (im'^p.i) and cattie and besieged him, that is: the people

had already taken measures to defeat him before the coming of Joab. But

this is probably as subjective as the other conjectures.— 15. ^n3 icyni] seems

plainly to mean and it stood with the wall, so that it is unnecessary with Keil

to make Sn the moat. But We., Kl., Bu., make it refer to the wise woman and

prefix ni;?n JD nn^n ntrN Nsm.— Tiintt'c] were laying waste, which is the ordi-

nary meaning, does not fit well here. Ew. proposes to make it denominative

from nn'i' : 7vere digging a pit, that is, 7vere undermining the wall.— l^Ptt'jjnD

?[ seems here to agree with (S ivoovaav (4vev6ovv) which We. supposes to

represent Dorna (adopted by Kl., Dr., Bu.).— 16. iiyn-io 'an nti'x] is trans-

ferred by Kl. (Bu.) to the verse above, where xsm is prefixed to it. The text

thus constructed undoubtedly makes good sense, but it is difficult to see how

it could have been changed into what we have.— "!''>''] + "ic>sni (g^.—
18. -\3n'?] is superfluous, and is lacking in (gk— lai] \6yos © is probably

correct: they used to have a proverb. The contents of the proverb are ob-

scure in 1^ : let them ask in Abel, and so they ended must mean that people

sought wisdom in Abel. But the commendation of the wisdom of the town

would have no special influence with Joab. With this text moreover we have

difficulty in the following verse. From the duplicate translation of (§ we

easily extract one which makes a better sense. P"or the words extending from

pi in this verse through SN^t^'•', v.^^ substitute Snt;" 'jion icb' i::'n icnn p3i

since Ew. (III. p. 264) generally adopted. The proverb will then mean that

the two neighbouring cities of Abel and Dan knew what tradition had estab-

lished; they were the seatsof genuine Israelitic life. Such cities Joab might

well hesitate to destroy.— hpn] should probably be hpni (gk— nion*?] should

be nni'*? as pointed out by Nestle (A/arg. p. 20) on the ground of nintrN at

the end of the next verse.— 22. ayn] (5 inserts Kal 4\d\ri(Tev irphs iraaav t^v

w6\iv which seems necessary to the sense. The resemblance of Dj,"n and n^n

may account for the omission.

23-26. The ofificers of the admiiiistration are here repeated,

with some variations from 8'""'**, or, more probably, are original

here and copied in the other document. The names of Joab,

Benaiah, Jehoshaphat, Zadok, are the same in both lists. Scraiah

there is represented by Shcya or Sheiva here
;

probably both are

corrupted from a common source. Abiathar in this passage is more

in accordance with what we know of the history than is Ahimelech

ben Abiathar of the other. New in this passage, as compared
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with the other, is Adoram (Adoniram), who is said to have been

over the forced labour, the corvee which is inseparable from an

oriental monarchy, cf. Jd. i^* and Moore's note. As we can con-

ceive of a reason for the omission of this datum, in the desire to

shield David from the imputation of tyranny, we may suppose it

original here. The other discrepancy is in substituting Ira the

Jairite as priest in the place of David's sons. The author or

editor in putting this list here evidently designed it to mark the

close of the account of David's reign. The main narrative, which

is continued in i K. i, goes on to the accession of Solomon, the

coronation of Adonijah being simply a prelude to the reign of

his brother.

23. '^>s] should of course be S;', as in S'^ i Chr. iS^^ In both those pas-

sages we have simply t<3sn instead of '?.STi'> 'sn "^j. The latter is ungram-

matical and '^ni^'' should be stricken out— it is lacking in 12 MSS. of ©
(Parsons).— i-»-i] for the more common imon, possibly simply a textual

error. The form >->3-i occurs in 2 K. Ii'^-^^. But as the author of 2 Sam.

always uses ^mon it seems better to restore that form here with Qre and (g^

{XiXedQii), ^ {Xtpideei).— 24. a-iiNi] as <&i^ x&&ds Adoniram here, and an

officer of Solomon named Adoniram was also over theforced labour, it is natu-

ral to identify the men and the names. — 25. n^Z'y Kt, Nin Qre, see on ?P.

(5^ has 'IrjcroCs here, (5^ 'ZovaL— 26. ntj,-] two of David's mighty men bear

the name, 23-'"'- •''*^. One of them is possibly the same person with this one.

He is called however in 23^^ i Chr. 11*° ^^r\'-T\. (gL reads 6 'xiQ^p here and <S

has n^P' p-i. There is no intrinsic difficulty in the way of reading y<7zW/tf how-

ever, and the identity with the Jetherite (or Jathrite) of 2388 is only a conjecture.

XXI.-XXIV. Four chapters are here inserted which break the

connexion of the narrative, for this once made i K. i' follow im-

mediately after 20-^ It seems as if the compiler threw together

the fragments which were left after completing the main narrative

and put them here, because they belonged in the reign of David,

and he did not know where else to put them. Examination shows

however that they were probably inserted at different times. First

an editor put in 21^"" and 24, two narratives of calamity which

belong together. The two were then forcibly separated by the list

of exploits and heroes which occupies 2i^^"~ 23^^^ And this again

was cut in two by the two Psalms 22 and 23^"^ We have nowhere

a better illustration of the complexity of the process by which our

books reached their present form.
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XXI. 1-14. The famine and the expiation. — The narrative

seems to be old and good. But it is not in its proper place

chronologically. There is reason to suppose that it was omitted

by the author of 9-20, because he had enough unfavourable

features without it. We may be glad that a succeeding editor

found the story and transcribed it, for few sections of the Old

Testament show more clearly the religious ideas of the time. We
see how Yahweh as the avenger of a broken covenant requires

from the children of the offender the blood that has been shed.

1. The famine was a mark of Yahweh's displeasure, and David
sought the face of Yahweh'\ to inquire the occasion. The reply

is : there is blood upon Saul and upon his house because he slew the

Gibeonites'\ the blood of a murdered man rests upon the murderer

Dt. 19'", cf. Jd. 9-* 2 S. \^\ and the case of Lady Macbeth.— 2. The
narrative is interrupted by a parenthesis. Whether such an ex-

planation as the parenthesis gives was needed by the first readers

of the story is doubtful. If an explanation were necessary, more-

over, the author would put it after the first mention of the

Gibeonites and not when David's speech has been introduced.

For these reasons the verse (after the first five words) is now

generally regarded as a gloss, including also the first three words

of V.''. It should be noticed however that the interpolation makes

no mention of Joshua, so that probably the glossator had no

knowledge of the narrative which now stands in Jos. 9.— The

Childrefi of Israel had sworn to them~\ such covenants were very

common during the process which ended in the establishment of

Israel in Canaan.— But Saul sought to smite thetn iti his zeal for

the Children of Israel andJudah~\ as in some other places, Judah

seems to be an afterthought.— 3. David's inquiry is : what shall

I do to you, and whereivith shall I make expiation~\ the verb is

used of the (priestly) work of removing Yahweh's anger, gener-

ally by an offering. The result would be : that ye may bless the

heritage of Yahweh'] that is, bring a blessing on Israel.— 4. The

reply of the Gibeonites consists of two parts. For one thing, they

will not accept blood money— it is not a question of silver and

gold between them and Saul. On the other hand, they are not so

bloodthirsty as to require victims from Israel at large. David
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inquires further : W7iai do you say that I shall do for you?—
5, 6. Tlie expiation shall be made by the family of the murderer :

As for the }?ia?i who consumed us and who thought to destroy us

that we should not retnain in all the border of Is7'ael, let seven of

his sons be given us and we will expose them before Yahweli] that

the sins of the father should be visited upon the children is a

matter of course. The expiation was to be made in Gibeon in the

mount of Yahwe/i] as we learn from the history of Solomon, a

celebrated sanctuary existed at Gibeon. The received text has

corrupted the original reading to ifi Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of

Yahweh.— 7. A note to the effect that David screened Merib-

baal his client from the vengeance that would otherwise have

overtaken him.— 8. The victims actually taken were two sons

of Rizpah, the concubine who was the occasion of Abner's revolt,

and the five sons of Aferab'] so we should read, for it was Merab

who was given to Adriel, i S. i8'^. The name of Michal's hus-

band was Paltiel.— 9. The Gibeonites exposed the seven as they

had determined, and the seven of them fell together'] the verb is

hardly appropriate if the victims were suspended above the

earth. The time of the year was harvest, which comes in April

or May.

1. D'C-in no"':'Ni Sinc'^^n] the preposition is to be changed to S^, the

accents are to be disregarded, and the n is to be made the suffix of no; read

therefore D'2"i npo '?>', so (§ (We.).— 2. 'icsn] as in some other passages, a

comprehensive name for the early inhabitants of Canaan.— irvvjp^] cf. i K.
igiu. 14_— 3_ i:)-\3i] the imperative is used to express the purpose of the preced-

ing verb, cf. I S. 12^^; Dr. Tenses^, §65; Davidson, Syntax, § 65 d, Ges.'^^

§ iioi. — 4. '''?] is changed unnecessarily to 1J> by the Qre.— '?i»<!:'~D>] the

assertion that they have no silver and no gold in possession of Saul only says

that they will not put forward a claim for material damages. The blood-wit

was forbidden by the later legislation, Num. 3581, but is evidently regarded as

allowable in our text.— n'Dn ^ i;".s ij'^'j'Ni] and we have no man to slay does

not seem appropriate. O^ transposes two words, ti'^N t^^x^t\^, which is smoother.

— dd"^ ni^N DiiCN anx'n:;] as pointed out by Dr., the present text must be

translated as above, (g^ seems to have read n^'jjNi which would then be the

apodosis : whatever you say I will do.— 5. lJ"<rt:'j] cannot be used in this

form. It would be possible to point u^pa*! as is done by one of the render-

ings found in (g. This would require a change in the pointing of nc"'. It

seems also that the apodosis begins with \t^v of the next verse. The probability

therefore favours a change of ijiS'i^'J uS into ijt'DJI'.'i'? (We. adopted by Bu.).
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The construction would then be parallel to Jd. 20''. Ew. proposed mar'? ap-

parently retaining uS.— 6. ir^r] the (?;v changes to a Hophal without appar-

ent cause.— aij^'pini] the verb is used Num. 25* of some form of execution,

precisely what is difficult to determine, (g^ has here i^ri\idtT(u/ji.ev and the

other Greek versions use words meaning to impale or to hang. W. R. Smith

supposes it to mean cast over a precipice. W. also makes it mean to hang or

crucify. But this is contradicted for this passage by i'?3^i below. — 'pino' npjjj]

kv raSaiiv 2aov\ (3^. Two MSS. omit the name of Saul. The narrative is

favourable to Gibeon as the site of the expiation. Saul has come in by mis-

take.— niH' iina] in v.^ we find that the men were exposed r\^7]^ ij?;*^ in^.

It is therefore probable that nin^ -\n3 was original here (We., Bu.). — 8. The
name of one of Rizpah's sons appears in the distorted form given to the

son of Jonathan.— Sj^d] two codd. of J§ have 31d which is represented also

in (B^IE- The latter alone agrees with the statement i S. iS^'.— 9. i'^dm]

is changed by Kl. into iSn''i, on the supposition that Q•J^p^^ means they htmg

them. Dn;?3S' is to be read, as indicated in the margin. The Qre also de-

mands nnm for am, but this does not seem necessary. The last clause drags

awkwardly and is perhaps a scribal expansion, a'j::'N-i3 is lacking in (3^\ —
n'?."i.i] is perfectly intelligible as the accusative of circumstance, without the

preposition which is prefixed by the Qre.

10. The devotion of Rizpah is seen in her watching the bodies

day and night : afid she did not permit the birds of the heaven to

rest upon them by day, nor the wild beasts by night'\ the last clause

naturally implies that the bodies were not suspended above the

ground, but rested on the earth. That this continued for some

time is indicated by the pains taken to say that it lasted from the

beginnijig of harvest until water was poured out upon them from

heaven. But whether this means until the beginning of the regular

autumn rains is impossible to say. So long an exposure of corpses

is in glaring inconsistency with Dt. 2\^-'^-, all the more that it is

here done to propitiate the Deity.— 11, 12. When David was told

of the fidelity of Rizpah, he went and took the bones of Saul and

ofJonathan from the citizens ofJabesh Gilead 7vho had stolen them,

as narrated above.— 14. These with the bones of the exposed—
that the bones alone remained shows that the exposure had lasted

a considerable time— he buried in Zela in the sepulchre of Kish

his father] the locality is unknown. That God was propitiated

to7vard the land after this is the conclusion of this narrative. The

propitiation was not wrought by the burial but by the execution

of the men.
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10. pti'i] the cloth which she would naturally wear as a mourner. This

she spread upon the rock, to lie upon, we must suppose.

—

Sn] for Sy as

often. — Ti'p] (§ adds KpSwv, which is perhaps origmal.— 11. At the end of

the verse (gABal. adds: koX f^fAvdriaai', Kal KoreAaySei/ aurous Aai" vihs 'Ituo in

Ta>u a.Troy6vwv rwu yiyavTiov. (§^ has the same words at the end of v.^''. They

seem to have wandered hither from v.^^.— 12. DiSn] Why the Qre should

want to substitute aw'?,"! is incomprehensible.— o\"it'Ssn oii'] the Qre assumes

that the division of words is wrong, but again without internal probability. —
14. n^iT'i] perhaps we should read ai^p'! : and he buried them luith the bones

of Saul. (§ inserts after Jonathan, the bones of the exposed.

15-22. The fate of four Philistine champions. — The sec-

tion is part of a summary containing the exploits of David and

his men. It seems to belong with 5^'""^ though that passage

relates victories over the Philistine army, while this gives exploits

of individual soldiers.— 15. War broke out, and David and

his men 7ife?it down— from Hebron apparently. There was war

again, indicates that this is taken from a more extended history.

— 16. The text is corrupt. It gave originally the name of a Philis-

tine who was one of the Rephaites. The name is now lost, and

even the description given of him is unintelligible. All we make

out is that he thought to slay David.— 17. Abishai delivered his

captain, and David's men took an oath that the king should not

go to battle with them any more and quench the light of Israel.

Compare the coal that is left of the Thekoite woman.— 18. That

there was war again in Gob impHes that the preceding war had

been in the same locality. The place is mentioned nowhere

except in this chapter.— Sibbechai the Hushathite'] a Bethlehemite

family is named Hushah, i Chr. 4*.— 19. In another campaign

Elhanan ben /air the Bethlehemite slew Goliath the Gittite'\ the

harmonistic purpose of the Chronicler in making the victim the

brother of Goliath is evident.— 20. Still another tall man with

the curious physical deformity of six fingers on each hand and six

toes on each foot is mentioned as belonging to the same family.

— 21. His challenge to Israel brought upon him the fate of his

brothers. — 22. The verse sums up the paragraph— four cham-

pions of one family were slain by David and his men.

15. in fii'M] is suspicious and probably corrupt; (^^ reads koI fnopevdr)

AaviiS. Had the Philistine attacked him when weary, a more explicit state-
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ment would have been made.— 16. an ni'M] ('3"i'M Qre) cannot be a proper

name. Taking the words by themselves, we should naturally connect them
with the preceding verse in the sense, and they dwelt (that is, camped') in Nob,

only for the name of the place we should read Gob as in v. ^8. This is adopted

by We., Dr., Bu., who agree in inserting the words after id;? of the preceding

verse— perhaps the best we can do, though the displacement is difficult to

account for. It is possible that in -i;\n 3J3 we have p with a mutilated proper

name; ©'^ reads /cot AaSoi) xiihs 'Icoas where the first name seems a corruption

of lit. For 'T^':'''^ we should probably read ''t'^^c. The name T\ei-\T\ is appar-

ently an eponym.— u^p] would be his lance, but it is more probable that the

weight of some other piece of armour would be given, as i S. 17^^ where we
find the helmet, >aip, which therefore may be restored with some probability

here (Kl., Bu.). Spirn seems to be an error for '?pr. The clause and he was
girded with a new is of course unintelligible without the name of the piece

of armour which he had on ; IQ^ gives Kopvvriv, a chib, which however is not

girded on like a sword; (S^^ and Theodotion -napa^wvriv. Lagarde conjectures

nj;n (the form of the clause naturally points to David as the subject, Kl.).

—

17. i'^] after -\n is probably to be omitted, with (g.— 18. For 3.) here many
codd. have oj, whereas (S^* and S read Gath, (S'^ ra^69, and the parallel, i Chr.

aC has "mj. In this confusion it seems best to retain the reading of |§, which

is more likely to have been replaced by a well-known name than the reverse.

— 19. D'JiN n;)"'] is hardly a man's name and the qm-^n has plainly crept in

from the line below. For ii];> it seems better to restore also -w^^ or nv' with

Chr.— 20. piD V^iC\ (pic Qre) is probably intended to mean a man of strife.

But from the context we infer that ma c^n of Chr. is original. On six-fingered

persons, the commentators refer to Pliny, Hist. Nat. XI. 43.— iddc] read

isD':^ (Kl.).— 21. 'j'Dc] v.-)-az' Qre is also the reading of Chr. The same

person is called r\-;zz' in 13^.— 22. On the use of the accusative sign with the

subject of passive verbs, cf. Konig, Syntax, § 108 f., Davidson, Syntax, § 79.

XXII. David's song^ of triumph.— A psalm is here introduced

which is found also in our Psalter (Ps. 18). It there has a title

which seems adopted from this place, and the indications point to

this as the earlier place for it. The text has suffered in the copy

now before us (as we might expect) more than in the Psalter.

The poet begins with an expression of trust in Yahweh, vv.^"*.

He then recounts his experience of calamity and deliverance, ^"*.

He affirms his uprightness, which he believes to be the reason why
he enjoys the divine favour, -'''"*. He praises God as the source

of his strength and success, •'""^'', and closes with a doxology, ^'''^^.

Allusions to specific events in the life of David cannot be discov-

ered. The description of misfortune is conveyed in general terms,
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such as any one might use who had been in deep trouble. The
theophany which brings deUverance is set forth in terras not

unHke those used by the other Old Testament poets. Where the

poet speaks of his own deserts it is impossible to suppose that he

has David's experience in mind. The impression made by the

Psalm is that it is the utterance of a man speaking for the com-

pany of the faithful and embodying their experience in words.

For these reasons it is difficult to suppose the composition to be

David's own.

As many excellent commentaries on the Psalter are accessible

to the student, it is unnecessary to give here any extended exposi-

tion of this psalm, or a translation of it. I shall content myself

with notes on the various readings which are discovered by com-

paring this text with that of Ps. i8.

1. The title here begins with nn n^n^i. The compiler of the Psalter,

in accordance with his custom, prefixed nnS n^n^> 13>'S nsjcS and was then

obliged to change to iJi tj'n. F"or ']0"t he reads i^Di, which is certainly no

improvement.

2. The psalm here opens with -'jho nin% while Ps. i8 prefixes a clause ^D^•lN

"iprn ,-iin>, and the same is found in (5^. The insertion seems to weaken the

force of the opening, so that in this instance our text seems original. That a

psalmist took the liberty of expanding his text is only what we should expect

from the history of hymnology.— •'S] is lacking in Ps. and is in fact superflu-

ous. It is a question whether •'aSss ought not also to be stricken out. The

metre and the sense are complete without it

:

Yahiveh is tny rock atid my fortress ;

My God is my crag in whom I trust.

3. 'n'?vs] should probably be pointed ^nSx; Ps. reproduces the word in the

form 'Sn, which is unmistakable. From ^Dtjci Ps. omits, and apparently with

good cause, for the clause is quite out of keeping with the rest of the verse.

5. '3] lacking in Ps. and (S'^, is therefore suspicious. ''iDi:'^ is clearly to

be preferred to ^^^n Ps.— 7. Nip.v] in the second clause is intolerable: yiCN

Ps. is far better. After >7'-^xz'\ add N^n from the !<2n vjsS of Ps.— 8. U'pni]

Kt. and Ps., evidently has vi>N'1 for its subject. The Qre t:>3;jn'i perhaps intends

Yahweh as subject: He shook himself (with wrath) and the earth trembled;

in this case however another verb would probably have been chosen, as iyjn%

Nestle, Afarginalieii, p. 21. — D^ccn nnOiDi] Dnn '>-iDiDi Ps. The latter is to

be preferred, for ih.ii foundations of heaven are nowhere else mentioned,

—
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11. n-im] n-im Ps. ; the latter is far finer, cf. Dt. aS'*^.— 12. After i^n insert

n.'D Ps., and read inDD for ,-i3D. We thus get a good parallelism

:

nrD irn nii'ii

The word mm is obscure; pyz'n Ps. is favoured by (g^ ffK6Tos while ©i-

^(pfla-aro seems to have read Tun.— 13. The verse as it stands consists of but

one member, whereas^Ps. has two. The latter is doubtless original, except that

n>;3 is to be retained instead of n^y.

14. ;?'T'] Ps. (5^ and S unite in prefixing i.— 15. The second member is

too short; Ps. has ann-'i 31 D^-J-iai. I conjecture ann^i nm aipi2i. There

seems to be no reason for the Qre anii.— 16. iVj^] the form iSjm Ps. agrees

better with the sense in this verse. The tense changes in v.^'^ in order to a

more vivid presentation of the actual deliverance.— 18. r>' ''3'Ne] is difficult

to construe. Apparently 13 has dropped out after •'^sxc.— 19. Jyu'c] read

jyrc'? with Ps. and codd. mult.— 23. rasw'D Qre is favoured by Ps. and the

parallelism.— niUTz'] is difficult after the plural and probably to be read i:dd

(JD Ps.), and this involves the reading i^D.s (Ps.) : ovk airoarriafTat aw' e/j.ov

(S^i ouK oLTreaTTiv iztt' avToiu i&i^.— 26. "ii3.i] is certainly out of place: idj Ps.

is confirmed by @. — 27. lanr] is an evident error for "nann Ps. One i has

dropped out. — Sanr] Snann Ps., a similar case of carelessness.— 28. The

second clause gives no suitable sense. For a''DTS;? T'J"';?! read mm dt;?! Ps.

29. The assertion Thou art my torch seems to have been too bold for the

Psalmist, who changes into : Thou lightest my torch. The probability seems

in favour of our text. In the second member however read ^^Sx1 for nin^.—
30. The second half of the verse speaks of leaping a wall. It seems clear

that the parallelism requires -nj instead of inj, and this calls for y'-^^ (Lag.,

Proph. Chald., p. xlvi) instead of ynN.— 31. The second clause is perhaps an

interpolation, as it breaks the parallelism (Kl.).

32. For the second n;;'?3D, Ps. substitutes inS:r which many codd. have

here. The dissimilation is more elegant. — 33. S^n ni^Jc] seems to give no

suitable sense, whereas Sti ••jirNcn Ps. is excellent.— inii] seems to be a

corruption of yn^i Ps., and ••om Qre is to he adopted.— 34. ''Sjt Qre and Ps,

is correct.— 35. nrai] nnn:i Ps., neither one giving a suitable sense. The

passage seems to require and makes my arms like a bow of bronze, ipm will

hardly do, for the same verb follows immediately— perhaps ntr-M would meet

the conditions. — 36. inj;?i] the word seems to be nowhere else applied to

God, and is incongruous in this passage; koX r\ viraKorj aou (S^: kuI t] TratSela

ffov (@^ if taken to mean and thy discipline [obedience to thee] brought me up

would be appropriate, but both "iiDiD and "irnjin are somewhat remote in form

from the word in the text. Other conjectures are unsatisfactory. — 39. aSsNi]

is doubtless erroneous duplication of the preceding word (lacking in Ps.).

—

40. •'jniPi] another spelling for ^jiTKH! Ps.— 41. nnn] has lost its J— a case

of simple carelessness like some others in this chapter. — 42. i;?tt"] they looked
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would be possible, but i"^"'' Ps. is confirmed by (§.— 43. D>'pix Cp^x] one of

the two words is superfluous. The reading has come about by conflation, as

is shown by Dpnx Ps. and codd. npix alone fits the context.— 44. '•c;?] is

hardly appropriate ; ay Ps. is better, but still better would be a"'C>, parallel with

DMJ. For ^jnDtt'n substitute '>JD1L^'^ Ps. (3^ has a very different sense for this

verse.— 45. Ps. inverts the order of the clauses (also (@^), which is better.

—

46. 1S21] as pointed, gives a strained sense. The conjecture of Kl. >'? i'?3v,

adopted by Bu., has everything in its favour.— njnn] is equally unfortunate,

but corrected by Ps. })-\r[>'\.

47. tVi] is superfluous and omitted by Ps. (5^, while (§^ seems to have

read TjJ.— 50. mcTX Ps. is the better form.— 51. ':'\"ij::] there seems to be

no reason for the Qre.

XXIII. 1-7. David's last words.— The psalm here introduced

is intended to give David a Testament like that of Jacob and

Moses. The contents however are obscure and the text is corrupt.

Both vocabulary and thought show it to be a comparatively late

production.

1. After the title we have the ostensible author's introduction

of himself:
Oracle of David ben Jesse,

Oracle of the man set on high.

The Anointed of the God ofJacob

And the Joy of the songs of Israel.

2, 3*. A second introductory stanza, assuring the hearer that

what is spoken is divinely inspired :

The Spirit of Yahzveh spoke in me.

And his word was on my tongue ;

The God ofJacob said to me.

The Rock of Israel spoke :

Z^, 4. The oracle now follows, and is evidently intended as a

panegyric upon the just ruler :

One ruling over men, a righteous man.

Riding in the fear of God

;

Like the light of the morning shall he rise,

The sun of a cloudless morn.

Making the green earth brilliant after rain.
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5. The poet reflects on the divine revelation just vouchsafed :

Verily, sure is my house zvilk God,

For an eternal covenant he made zvilh me,

Set in order in all things, and he will keep it,

For all my salvation atid all my delight are in him.

The text has suffered, and the last clause is quite unintelligible.

The above restoration is only provisional.

6, 7. Some violence is needed to get a sense out of the present

text. By conjecture we may restore the following

:

But vile men shall not flotirish,

They are like thorns of the desert, all of them.

Which are not harvested by the hand.

Nor doth a man labour for them.

Thotigh armed with iron and spear

They shall be utterly consu/ned with fire.

The slibject of the last couplet is no longer the thorns, but the

wicked men, of which they are a type.

1. The versions differ extraordinarily in their understanding of the Psalm,

and their apprehension is usually a misapprehension.— dxj] is used of a divine

communication nearly if not quite always.— axji] I have omitted the 1 with

I cod. of 1^, also iL©L and S.— ^T'^'] is for apin, which is found in a number

of codd.— S>' Dpri] the construction is difficult, the only parallels to this use

of S>' being Hos. 7^^ 11'^, both corrupt passages: ov aviffrriafv 6 debs @^
(Kvpios iB^) may point to jvVj? D^pn. The last clause can hardly mean the

sxveet singer of Israel.— 3. For the first Israel I have substituted ya^t?^ with

IL and I. It is possible that ^"^ should be supplied before Sa'iD (1), so that

Yahweh would say / have a ruler, that is, / have found a ruler.— riN"|i] a

number of codd. interpret correctly in writing nxno. — 4. iixai] the 1 is

omitted by (S'^SIL; it is however quite in place as introducing the sequence.

— njjD] should be a participle, perhaps a Piel, though that form does not

occur elsewhere. Otherwise read n^'j^. Kl. proposes n'SSD, n^nn or 33jr; the

last is adopted by Eu.— lacn] (gIL seem to have read tjc?, which would

better be adopted if we change the preceding word to 33J2— like rain making

the green of the earth to spring. The influence of a beneficent ruler is else-

where likened to showers that water the earth.— 5. P"s'7~'>d] gives just the

opposite of the desired meaning. I see in nS the strongly afifirmative particle

N^, which we have met occasionally elsewhere.— mntt'i] is pointed as a passive

participle by JH : xal pvKd^ei avr-qp (S^ seems to be better.— ^yr^] it does not

appear what IB^' has in mind in translating rhv avridfTiv /not : adversantem

mihi I.— "sn] should be ^i'sn apparently.— n^'DS'' n'^ ^3] as aliove remarked,
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is unintelligible. Kl. proposes to read ncsi"i'?"''r, making the whole sentence

a promise of God : all my help and all my good pleasure shall spring up for

him (that is, for David) . It seems to me better to throw out the n^cs^ vh, as

having strayed in from another place (Nestle, Marginalien, p. 22), and to

close the verse with 13 'Ssn'Sji.— 6. <5^ begins the verse with n^cs'- nS '^

from the end of the preceding, and this agrees better with the rhythm.

—

S;7i'?3i] omit 1 (5^-— "'Jc] does not seem appropriate; read "O^s with Kl., Bu.

For Tip, Perles (^Analekten, p. 53) proposes I'lr, in which case we should read

mn T1CD. For inp', I propose lapSi— the worthlessness of the thorns is seen

in the fact that no one cares to gather them.— 7. The reading just given

naturally carries with it the reading JU" instead of yj^ (confirmed by (5), and

makes this clause parallel to the one preceding.— nSd^] is incomprehensible

:

ikv /AT] (@^ points to NS"ax. But the negative does not fit, and I conjecture

iS"DN or perhaps better 12':' dn— if they have iron as their defence.— r''jn]

5(aKo'i|/7; avTovs (5^, perhaps 2i'n in some form.— P3tto] which is quite super-

fluous, has come in by error from the next verse.

8-39. The catalogue of David's knights.— The author throws

together a list of the men who distinguished themselves in David's

wars and who in consequence were enrolled in a special band.

The section agrees in tenor with 21^^" and seems to be a part of

the same document. It is copied in i Chr. i i"-»i^ where the text

is in a number of cases better preserved.

8. First mentioned is Ishbaal the Hachiiionite chief of the Three']

that is, of the distinguished band which ranked above all except

the commander in chief— He siviinghis spear over eight hundred

slain at one time~\ cf. v.^^.— 9. Arid after him was Eleazar den

Dodo the Ahohite~\ an Ahoah is mentioned among the Benjamite

clans, I Chr. S'*.

—

He was with David at Pas-Dammim and the

Philistines gathered there'] the text is that of the Chronicler.

Pas-Dammim is the Ephes-Dammim of i S. 17^.— 10. Begin-

ning the sentence with the last clause of the preceding we read :

And the men of Israel retreated, but he stood and smote the Philis-

tines until his hand taas 7veary and clave fast to the sword] the

muscles became so stiff that he could not relax them. So in our

own times, an Arab champion boasted :
" The Kusman perished

before me until the evening, when my fingers could not be loosed

from the handle of the sword."*— 11. The third is Shammah ben

Agee the Hararite. His exploit was when the Philistines gathered

* Douglity, Travels in Arabia Deserta, II. p. 28.
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at Lehr\ cf. Jd. t'-^.— A7id there was a plot ofgroundfull of le?i-

tiles\ a well-known crop, for which however the Chronicler here

substitutes barley. — 12. He stationed himself in the middle of the

field and defended //] literally delivered it. The account of these

three was to all appearance originally concluded by ^'^
: These

thtJigs did the three heroes. The connexion is now broken by the

following paragraph which relates the joint deed of three of the

heroes.

8. naco 3'^"'] has not the appearance of a proper name: p j,'3!;''' Chr.

:

'li^Sadf (S^ : '\i(T^aaX (5^. From the last reading we suspect the original to

have been ^y^Z'^ (Sjo-'n) which some scribe corrected in well-known fashion

to naoa'^ which gave rise to the reading of ?^. Chr. mutilates by changing the

last letter only.— "'jconn] ''jiDon Chr. The latter looks more like the origi-

nal; the n of the former probably represents the article: 6 XavavaTos (&^: vihs

QeKf/xavei (5^. It is possible, as supposed by Bu., that the name of the man's

father has dropped out and that we may supply it from i Chr. 27- where we

find S>s'n3r"p nyj;:". But as in i Chr. 27^'^ we find another man called also

''JD3n"]a, this is not certain.— ^^I'Srn •J'ni] would naturally be ^/le third cap-

tain, that is, next in rank to Joab and Abishai. Chr. has however D''::'^'?rn ii'ni,

chief of the Thirty, or D^a'i'^ti'n "\ Qre, chief of the picked men. We are wholly

helpless in the endeavour to decide between these readings. To them (S^

adds &.px<^v Tov Tp'iTov, captain of the third (division ?), (Q^ irpwTos tuv Tpiciiv :

We. conjectures ntfSrn Cisn, that is chief of this first three; while Kl. sup-

poses a statement that he was a Shalishite, that is a native of Rosh (elsewhere

Baal^ Shalisha. Marquart in a somewhat extended discussion of this list

(^Fundamente Israelitischer uiid Jitdischer Geschichte, 1896) adopts ^')1V>

nrS'ii'n iT'vsn ^jc^n-p-i. The unmeaning collocation of words iji'jjn in>' Nin is

not helped by the Qre ^yi';7\. The original reading of (5 seems to be pre-

served in (5^: ovTos Sie/cdcjuet t7]v SiaaKeujjv avTuv, hie adornavit adornationem

suam I {Cod. Goth. Leg:). This may represent v'?o"nN in;; Nin, or possibly

DDiyD "n;? Nin, compare l Chr. 12^^. But this does not help us in connexion

with what follows, and we are forced to adopt the parallel, i Chr. ii^i: Nin

inijn~nN 111^'. For nj:3t:' : v^c Chr. The latter seems to have been purposely

changed, so as not to give Ishbaal more than Abishai. — 9. ''"i"'] nn Qre.

The latter form occurs also v.-* Jd. lo^ and i Chr. ii'2-6. On the other hand

we find 1^^ in i Chr. 27* and as this is the natural contraction of ni-in it

may be original here (Marquart).— ^mnN p] \-iinNn Chr. which recurs in

V.28 I Chr. 1 1-3 and 27"*. Marquart (i.e.) conjectures icnSTpi^. But the con-

sensus of the four places seems to me to favour the received text, aaina

D\~iw"i'^Da, in their bandying insults ivith the Philistines is not bad in itself;

but the OB" which follows indicates that the name of a place has preceded

:

aici DD3 Chr. supplies one. This requires the insertion with Chr. of t\>t\ xin

before a;;. Marquart conjectures b-nj i '::;2. In any case the following word
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requires us to read a\itt'Ssni Chr. for a\-i->:''733. The following clause, and the

men of Israel ivent up, is unmeaning. Probably the author intended to

continue the preceding and overpowered the men of Israel ; koI a.uf06r]a(v

av7]p 'lo-parjA (3^ may be no more than a corruption of koI aveBriaav av. 'la.

<&i^ and so not an independent witness. On the other hand it may conceiva-

bly represent ipysii which points to an original ipij-^ (Marquart).— 10. Chr.

omits from iS>"ii v.^ to T^^7b v.'i.— Nin] should be Nini.— 11. nnsi] rnnsi

Qre.— mn] in v.^^ (i Chr. ii^*) we have another Hararite and we should

prefix the article here as there, (g however points to >D-(Nn in this verse

(Marq.). Kl. supposes this hero to be identical with nSn f3 n;;cr i K. 4'^.

— n-'H'?] is evidently intended as a proper name, in which case we must see in

it the lehi well known from the history of Samson. Ew. conjectured this

{GVI^. III. p. 192, E. Tr. III. p. 141), and is confirmed by (gi' fVl <na-y6va.

— 12. 3:;\-i>i] Chr. deprives Shammah of his glory by making this and the

two following verbs plural.

13-17^. An exploit of three of the heroes is inserted here, be-

cause they were supposed to be the three just mentioned. The
terms in which they are introduced does not however indicate

this.— 13. Three of the Thirty\ imphes that the Thirty have been

mentioned, and shows the original place of the section.— They
came down to the mountain top, to David to the fortress of Adiif

lam when a clan of the Philistines was eticamped i?i the Valley of

Rephaim'] the well-known scene of several battles.— 15. David

had a longing for the water he used to drink in his boyhood : Oh,

that one ivould give me to drink ft'om the well of Bethlehetn! That

there is now no well in the town does not prove anything for

earlier times.— 16. The three heroes broke through the camp of

the Philistines to accomplish David's desire. He however would

not drink the water but poured it out to Yahweli] as too precious

for any other use.— 17. Yahweh forbid that I should do it/ This

is the blood of the men who went at the risk of their lives'] the

value thus put upon it shows David's appreciation of his knights

quite as well as if he had drunk their present.

13. D^'J'':'^] rvyh-y Qre, Chr. (g, no doubt correctly.— cxi] it is difficult to

suppose that the Thirty are all called chiefs in this connexion. If we change

T'Sp to iVin it would be most natural to read ->isn c',s->, and suppose the inter-

vening words the insertion of a scribe who connected ti'Xi wrongly with what
precedes. Chr. has only "isn S;? vn-\.— T'SP'Sn] they certainly did not come
unio the harvest ; i>n Chr. (5^^ is doubtless correct, and to be consistent we
must make mi'S for n>'r, confirmed by the next verse. — 14. Possibly a gloss,

2C



386 2 SAMUEL

as it is entirely unnecessary to the sense. This does not invalidate the argu-

ment just based on misD3 for it still shows that the glossator found msD in

v.i'^— 15. ijpa'i id] the question expresses a wish, as often. ix3 is naturally

a well of living water— only such would account for David's desire. Perhaps

because no well was known in later times, the margin substitutes i3 here, and

is followed by Chr., cf. Robinson, j5A"', I. pp. 470, 473.— 17. nin^] vhSns Chr.

points to mn^D which is found in many codd., and which is the more usual

construction.— Din] is difficult, because the question does not contain a verb.

The Chronicler supplies the verb, but makes an awkward sentence which can

hardly be original. Proliably Din is corrupted from Di ni or DT Nin (Bu.).

The last clause of this verse appears to belong after v.'^, as already noted.

18, 19. The received text confuses the Three and the Thirty

so as to contradict itself. It seems plain that the narrative knows

only the two bands ; were there a Second Three it must be desig-

nated. Bearing this in mind and correcting the text accordingly,

we may read of Abishai : He was captain of the Thirty— he swung

his spear over three hundred shiin, so he got a name like that of the

Three. He was more honourable than the Thirty and became their

captain, but to the Three he did not attain.

18. '•vhvr\'\ nirS^'H Qre. Neither of these can be right and it is necessary

to read ^^••zhz'7\ with two MSS. (We.).— T\fhv2. DS'-i'?i] there is no way in

which Abishai could have a name among the Three without being enrolled

among them, which is expressly denied in the next verse. Chr. and some

MSS. read n*?! for iSi, on the ground of which Marquart proposes 'vi D''^ nSi

which is the same thing stated at the end of v.^^. I have conjectured Dt;' ih

r\'v'':v:i which does not seem inappropriate, and departs very slightly from the

text. — 19. The first n;;'S:;'n must be corrected as in the other case to a''C'Ss'n.

For '3.1, We. substitutes ijn, but Nin is simpler and answers the purpose.

20-23. Benaiah is next described as a man of valour, a doer

of great deeds. His home was the Judahite town Kabzeel.— He

smote the tivo sons of Ariel in Moab'] unless indeed towns or

sanctuaries are intended.— And he used to go down and senile the

lions in the pit on snoivy days'\ when he could track them easily.

— 21. Moreover, he smote a tall Egyptian who had in his hand a

spear ; he went against him with only a club and snatched the spear

from the Egyptian's hand, and killed him 7vith his own spear'] the

better weapon did not avail.— 22. The result was a reputation

like that of the Three.— 23. He too received an important com-

mand, for David set him over his servants] by which the body-

guard seems intended, i S. 22".
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* 20. ''^":^'^N~p] h^r\'Qre is doubtless correct (so Chr.). But what concerns

us is not the character of Benaiah's father or grandfather, but his own. It is

probable therefore that we should read simply ^•'n 'ii'is (Ew.) : avrip ai/rSs (5^

indicates sin r^s which however seems unnatural. Kabzeel is named among

the towns of Judah in Jos. 15^^.— '7N-IN] is unintelligible, and as '?wN1n ^in is

witnessed by (§, that emendation seems obvious; n:),-i indicates that men and

not sanctuaries are intended.— njni -ry^ the consecution is awkward and we

should perhaps read i^;, in which case we should have the account not of a single

exploit, but of the man's custom.— 21. irN] read l^''^t Qre and Chr.— hnid]

should be ma with Chr.— 22. n!:'':'t'oJ Bu. has already conjectured nifSts'j

which seems plausible, and which confirms a similar conjecture of mine above.

According to this the Heroes included the Three, the Thirty, and two who were

unclassed but who ranked above the Thirty and below the Three.— 23. '?.s]

read *?>' with Chr.— ipycw'c] (3^ ttj" <pv^aK7]p avroii may possibly have read

24-39. Catalogue of the Thirty.— That the names are more

than thirty in number need cause no surprise, as we may suppose

the corps to have been kept full after losses in war.— 25. T/ie

Harodite\ probably from Harod in the Great Plain, Jd. 7^—
26. The Paltite\ very uncertain.— The Tekoite'] already known

to us by the Tekoite woman.— 27. The Anathothite^ from the

town which was afterwards the home of Jeremiah, situated a short

hour northeast of Jerusalem. 77^1? Hushathite has already ap-

peared, 21^^.— 28. Netophathites are mentioned elsewhere; the

town in connexion with Bethlehem after the Exile, Ezr. 2"

Neh. 7-1— 30. Pirathonite,ci.]^. \2^\ The Wadies of Gaash

may be connected with Mount Gaash, Jd. 2^— 31. For Abi-

Albon we should perhaps read Abibaal (We.) ; his town may be

identified with Beth-Arabah, Jos. 15^.— 32. The Shaalbonite, pos-

sibly from Shaalbin, Jos. 19*- (Shaalbim i K. 4^).— 34. Eliphalet

was from Beth-Maacah, 20".— 39. The total of 37 does not

agree with the names given. The Chronicler (i Chr. 11^^"*') adds

a number of others.

24. anS n^'j] read anS nian Chr. (5^ and some codd.— 25. 'nn NpiSx] is

omitted by Chr. and (S. — 26. la'^Dn] 'ji'^an Chr. : 6 KeAoiOei (5^ : o ^aK'iovi

(@L. In the conflict of testimony it is difficult to put much confidence in any

one of the forms.— 27. ''JSd] would naturally be read ina and is so read by

(§1^. But Chr. in two places has a proper name >33D which is also represented

in (gL — 28. ••nnxn] cf. v.^.— 29. 2'?n] iSn i Chr. ii^o, and 21 codd. here,

besides ST (Cod. Reuchl.) : nSn i Chr. 2f^.— 30. nn] nin Chr. is confirmed
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by several codd. of (@, Field, Hexapl. I. p. 586.— 31. \-^2^yn paSp-iaN] Sn''3K

\n3-i;'n Chr. : 'AffinK vios rod 'Apa^wd'nov (g'^"'''!-. On the basis of these Kl.,

followed by Bu., has restored inaiyn no Vya'iax.— icman] innnan Chr. is

probably gentilic of a^'ina.— 32. j.njini j^'i 1J2J gives no good sense, js^'ija

is probably corruption of a proper name, in which case it is most natural to

suppose jnjtn'' corruption of a gentilic: 'QaaaL 6 raiwi (g'^'j'^'i-. Chr. connects

jijin> with the following by a p, as do the Greek Codd. used by Field.—
33. mnn and msn are different spellings of the same word.— 34. V"i3>"cn ]3]

probably to be corrected to ''PDynnTT'J (Kl.) .
— 35. nvn A7. is confirmed by

Chr. iJixn should perhaps be isiNn (Dr.). — 38. nnm possibly from Yattir

(Kl.).— 39. The only way in which we can make a total of 37 is to count

P"' •'J3 as two. The number was computed after the corruption took place.

XXIV. The census and its results.— Incited by Yahweh,

David orders a census and insists upon it against the remon-

strances of Joab. No sooner is the work done than he sees its

sinfulness and repents. He is given his choice of three calamities

and chooses the pestilence. After ravaging the country, the de-

stroying angel reaches Jerusalem but is bidden to stay his hand.

David receives the command to build an altar on the place where

the angel had stood when the plague was stayed. He therefore

purchases the site and offers sacrifices upon it.

There seems no reason to doubt that the section is from the

same source with chapter 21^''*, and once followed that paragraph

without a break. The possibility of secondary insertions how-

ever need not be denied.

1-9. The census.— 1. Yahweh was again angry with Israel

must be a reference to the account of the famine. There seems

to be no other instance of Yahweh's wrath against Israel in our

present history of David.— And instigated David against them']

to do them harm, i S. 26". The language leaves no doubt of

the author's theory that God incites men to do that for which he

afterwards punishes them. Go, number Israel andJiidah. Why
this should be a sin we are not told, but it was doubtless regarded

as such by popular opinion— as we see from Joab's protest.—
2. The command is given to Joab and the captains of the army

7vho were with him] this was especially appropriate, as the num-

ber of fighting men was the point in mind. Go about in all the

tribes of Israel . . . a?id muster the people and let me know the
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number of the people.— 3. Joab's protest: May Yahweh thy God
add to the people a hundred times as many as they are, while the

eyes of my lord the king are looking on /] that is, during David's

lifetime. But why should my lord the king take pleasuj'e in this

thing? The protest is evidently as strong as the servant of an

absolute monarch can make it. It is explicable only on the

theory that this was a new and unheard-of step.— 4. The com-

mand is too positive to be evaded and the work is undertaken.—
5. The beginning was made in the country beyond the Jordan
—from Aroer andfrom the city which is in the midst of the Wadi'\

so we must emend the text. The same places are mentioned in

Dt. 2^ as forming the southern boundary of the territory taken by

Israel from Sihon. The ruins of Aroer still bear the name 'Ardir.

The first objects of the survey were the Gaddites unto Jaazer']

the town marked the boundary of the first district on the north,

of. Num. 2I-* (§. Both Aroer and Jaazer are mentioned in the list

of towns belonging to Gad, Num. 32^^^— 6. It is impossible to

make sense of the received text. Three points are clear how-

ever : They came to Gilead'\ which lay next in order as they went

northward ; they reached Dan\ the most northerly point of Israel's

actual possessions, and the?-e they turned towards Sidon, as we should

expect. The intervening clause seems to have said that they came

to the land of the Hittites to Herman.— 7. The Fortress of Tyre

to which they next came would naturally be a post on the bound-

ary of the Phoenician territory. — And all the cities of the Nivvites

and the Canaanites'\ as they worked their way southward these

marked the boundary of their operations. The Hivvites were the

original inhabitants of Shechem and Gibeon.— The end of their

journey was the Negeb of Judah, at Beer-sheba'] well known from

the history of Abraham, and as the southernmost town in Judah.

— 8. The time occupied was nine months and twenty days. —
9. As in so many other cases, the numbers are not to be relied

upon. For the 800,000 of Israel the Chronicler has 1,100,000,

and for the 500,000 of Judah he gives 470,000.

1. Bu. removes the first clause to the margin and begins the section PDM

nin\ This is in accordance with his theory that 21 1"^'' originally followed this

chapter. If we deny this supposed original order the reason for modifying

the verse falls to the ground. — rD''i] as is well known, the Chronicler could
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not conceive of Yahweh's inciting David to sin, and he therefore begins the

account ( I Chr. 2ii) pdm hi<-^Z'^ h-; pr ncjJM. This conception of vSatan was

entirely unknown to the older writer. Ewald's proposal to correct Sam. by Chr.

is motived by a theological prejudgment.— onj] seems to make no difficulty,

though objected to by Bu.— 2. "r'n.-i—i::'] (Q^ seems to have read S^nn nc Sni

which is favoured by v.* and by the paraphrase, a>'n >-w Sni, i Chr. 21^.— ovi']

probably to be corrected to the plural with iQ^. For the tense in •>D•;•^^^ cf.

Dr., Tenses^, § 112.— 3. nori] it seems best to omit the 1 with &' and Chr.,

but cf. Davidson, Syntax, § 136, /?, i, d.— ana] f/ie like ofwhat they notv are.

— 4. 'Jd'^] read ^jsa with O^^. — 5. '3 un^i] is suspicious, as the surveying

party did not have to stay long in one place : Ka\ i^p^apro arrh 'Apo-qp (g^ has

doubtless the correct reading l>'n;;D ^br\^^ (conjectured by We. apparently

without knowledge of this recension of ®). This requires the emendation of

j^D'' to JC1. On the site of Aroer, Burckhardt, Travels in Syria, p. 372; G.

A. Smith, Geog. p. 559. The town is mentioned by Mesha, line 26.— ijn]

the article is suspicious; probably njn should be restored with (g^ in which

case the ^ of the next word may be stricken out. The location of Jaazer is

given by Jerome (Eusebius) as ten (or eight) miles from Philadelphia and

fifteen from Heshbon, OS. pp. 86, 131. Conjectural identification with the

site now called Sar is given in Buhl, Geog. p. 263 f. — 6. ^Z'-w\ DTinn] cannot

be the name of a place. The reading of iQ^ was evidently nanp DTinn, to the

land of the Hittites to Kadesh. As the Hittites occupied the region of Lebanon

they make no difficulty, but Kadesh on the Orontes is too far away, and Kedesh

of Naphtali has nothing to do with the Hittites. The conjecture of Ew. ( G VI^.

in. p. 220, E. Tr. in. p. 162) is therefore attractive, that for it^nn we should

read jmn (better njmn). The clause ai^Di jy also makes difficulty. It seems

to conceal 133D at:'! or its equivalent. We., Bu. read 133D pci.— 9. The

separate enumeration of Israel and Judah can hardly be evidence of late date.

We have already had occasion to notice indications of their separate feeling.

The numbers given are increased for Israel by some Greek MSS. to 900,000

while those of Judah are diminished to 400,000.

10-16. The punishment.— As the account now stands, David's

repentance comes before his denunciation, which hardly seems

natural ; v.'" is probably an insertion.— 11, 12. Gad, Davicfs seer,

had received a revelation during the night, commanding him to

say from Yahweh : Three things 1 lay before thee : Choose one of

them that I may do to thee"] what the three are is not stated here

but in the following verse.— 13. The choice offered is : three years

of famine in thy land, three months fleeing before thine enemies

while they pursue thee, or three days' pestile7ice~\ it has been

supposed that as the three years of famine were actually inflicted

in the matter of the Gibeonites, so the three months' flight repre-
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sents David's experience in the rebellion of Absalom, But of

this there is no evidence.— 14. David's choice is motived by the

thought that Yahvveh is more merciful than man.— 15. The more

graphic text of (3 gives us : So David chose the pestilence. And
when the days were the days of wheat harvest, the plague began

among the people and slew of the people sevefity thousand men'] the

days of wheat harvest explain how Araunah came to be at his

threshing-floor. The fact that the plague had only begun when

Yahweh stayed the angel's hand justifies David's confidence in his

mercies.— 16. The angel comes to Jerusalem, when Yahweh
repents, and commands : Enough, now stay thy hand ! The exact

locality which he had reached was the threshing-floor of Araunah.

The reason why Yahweh repented is his affection for Jerusalem.

10. In favour of treating the verse as an intruder is the use of isD instead

of njD v.i. After p insert 'D with (gi- (Kl.). — 11. -ipja nn Dp^i is apparently

a part of the interpolation.— ^f^jn] is omitted by Chr. and is superfluous.—
12. "IiSn] on this use of the infinitive Davidson, Syntax, § 88 /^.— Sau] read

naj vi^ith Chr.— 13. For j?ar, Chr. has tyiSu' which makes the offer more

symmetrical.— T'lx] should evidently be "ins to agree with what follows;

the word is to be taken collectively. We. prefers "loii aim to ^£n^ t<im.

— 15. The reconstruction of the verse by We. adopted by Dr. and Bu. is the

one reproduced above. The reading of |^ and Yalnveh sent a pestilence upon

Israelfrom the morning until an appointed tivie is obscure, but seems to imply

that the threatened three days were fulfilled. (5 has a double reading, a sec-

ond translation of |^ being inserted in the original rendering. Cutting out

this insertion we have left : koX e^eXe^aro eavrai AaueiS rhv Qdvarov, koX r]/j.^pai

deptfffxov TTvpuiv, Kol ^p^aro t] dpavcis iv ti^ Aay. This evidently represents a

good Hebrew text. — nDn] is perhaps to be pointed nD''i. It seems violent

however to introduce n^vn "in*??;.-! (Bu.).— }}2V -iN3~i;n pn] is lacking in Chr.

and probably an interpolation.— 16. inSdh ni nScMJ the order of the words

is unusual. But it seems impossible to get along without ^N'?c^ unless we
insert it in the preceding verse. Bu. inserts v.i" after nrn'.:'S, which gives a

plausible text.— nmxn] the article with the proper name is impossible and

must be stricken out. The original form of the name cannot be recovered

:

njniN /Ct., njnx Qre; nij-is JiTt., ni-\-\t( Qri v.^^; elsewhere in this chapter

7\})-\i< or nijnx, in Chr. uniformly jj-ix. (3 has 'Opvd both here and in Chr.

17-25. The commemorative altar.— The first verse is either

an interpolation or displaced, as ^* joins immediately to ^^. As it

stands, it asks that Yahweh will spare the people but punish David

and his house. Neither in what follows nor in v.^^ is any notice
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taken by Yahweh of this prayer. — 18. The place where Yahweh

reveals himself becomes a sanctuary and properly receives an

altar.— 20. Araunah looked down from the elevation on which the

threshing-floor was placed, and seeing the king and his servants

crossing over to him, he went to meet them and showed the cus-

tomary reverence.— 21. In accounting for his mission, David

speaks of building an altar, that the plague may be stayed from

the people'] he is apparently not certain that it has actually been

checked.— 22. Araunah's reply considers the first object of the

altar, the sacrifice, and offers the material which he has at hand :

Let my lord the king take and offer what he pleases ; see the oxen

for the burnt offering and the threshing sledges and the implements

for wood] the yokes and goads are the implements of the oxen.

We are reminded of i S. 6'^ where the cart which brought the

Ark furnishes the wood for the extemporized altar and the kine are

the burnt offering. Threshing sledges were heavy boards with

stones set in the under side, and they were dragged over the grain,

as is still the custom in the East.— 23. The whole has thy ser-

vant, my lord the king, given to the king] the usual response of

the oriental to the expression of desire for something in his pos-

session. On the text, see the note. The conclusion of the verse

is a prayer for the success of the sacrifice : Yahweh thy God accept

thee I— 24. After refusing to offer that which cost him nought,

David buys the field and the cattle for fifty shekels of silver] the

Chronicler expands these to six hundred shekels of gold.

—

25. The altar was built and the sacrifices offered, and Yahweh

7uas entreated for the land and the plague was stayed from

Israel.

17. Against the originality of the verse is the fact that Gad's message

makes no allusion to it. If stricken out, the connexion is perfect.— 20. \h'f\

naturally to be corrected to vVn (Bu.). Immediately after it we should per-

haps insert D''an un njn«i from Chr., though the Chronicler has treated the

verse very freely. — 23. "iSon njiiNJ has given rise to much speculation, as

though Araunah had been king of the Jeliusites before the conquest of the

city. It is evident however that if this had l^een the case (its intrinsic

improbability need not be dwelt upon) the author would have taken jiains

to inform us. In T\'^\-\ti. here we have a corruption of ^jiN as was recognized first

by Hottcher (We.). The subject to jpj then must be Tia>' which has fallen

out.— 25. (5 adds at the end of the verse that Solomon added to the altar
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later because it was small. This assumes what was also the mind of the

Chronicler, that the site now fixed became the site of Solomon's Temple.

But of this we cannot be certain. The site of Solomon's Temple was fixed by

the location of the palace, of which it was the sanctuary. It is not likely that

this was anywhere except in the citadel where both David and Solomon

resided.

The division of books here is quite artificial, as the history of

David is continued in i Kings with the account of Abishag and

the revolt of Adonijah. That the division is not very early is

probably indicated by (§^ which begins its Third Book of Kings

with I K. 3 of the received text, and numbers the two chapters

which intervene 25 and 26 of our book.





APPENDIX

r. THE CRITICISM OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TEXT

The foregoing commentary was in the hands of the printer

before I received the third edition of Thenius' Commentary

edited by Professor Lohr. Careful examination of this volume

shows, to my surprise, a serious divergence from Thenius' own
work in respect to the treatment of the text. As the position

taken by Professor Lohr indicates how far we are from uniting

upon even the most elementary questions of Old Testament

science, an examination of his argument will be in place here.

Thenius opened the way to a rational treatment of the text in his

exposition of the Books of Samuel. His results have been widely

accepted, and all recent inquiry has been based more or less

distinctly upon his work. Yet now the editor who claims to con-

tinue his work attempts to discredit a considerable part of it and

announces a principle which would be repudiated by the original

author.* Such a phenomenon deserves study.

The position of the author (by Avhich I mean Professor Lohr) is

stated as follows :
" The aim of Old Testament textual criticism is

(if indeed we wish to retain common ground and a sure footing)!

a philologically correct edition of the Massoretic Text." The

first remark suggested by this language is that common ground is

not at present attainable. The prejudgment which made the

Massoretic Text unassailable to scholars of the seventeenth century

has not yet died out. Those who are affected by it can have no

* This was written before I saw Bertholet's review of Lohr (in ThLZ. XXIII,

529 ff.), which agrees with my criticism of this part of the book.

t Wenn anders wir einett gemeinsameii und sicheren Boden unter den Fiissen

behalten wollen ; Thenius,^ p. xc.

395
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common ground with those who beheve that the received text of

the Old Testament has suffered from the accidents of transmission,

and who seek to improve it by every resource known to textual

criticism.

What we know as the Massoretic Text is the text common to all

Jewish copies of the Old Testament. It is well known that this

has been transmitted with great care for some centuries— though

we must not suppose that the rules for the Scribes, intended to

secure perfect copies for the public service, were applied to those

intended for private use. The praise which we cheerfully accord

to this extraordinary diligence should not blind us to the fact that

no scrupulosity could cure errors already in the text. And that

the original to which this diligence was applied was not the auto-

graph, but an extremely defective copy— this must be evident to

any unprejudiced observer.

Where and when this archetype of our Hebrew copies was

settled upon we do not know. But it seems probable that after

the revolt of Bar Cochba, the Jewish scholars united upon some

one manuscript as a standard, and guarded its propagation. It is

not impossible that they were reduced to a single manuscript, for

the marks sedulously preserved to us (extraordinary points, sus-

pended letters, unusual orthography) are marks which we should

expect to find in a single imperfect manuscript.* Had the text

been edited even rudimentarily, these would have disappeared.

But even if we suppose (as tradition seems to affirm) that the

authorities had three or more MSS. at their disposition, we shall

not thereby increase our confidence in the received text. Textual

criticism is a science of recent growth. We have no reason to

suppose that the scribes of a.d. 200 either had adequate material

for a really critical edition of the Old Testament, or that they were

able to make intelligent use of such material as they had. Three

manuscripts or a dozen, if of the same family or type, could not

correct each other's errors except in minor particulars.

In this condition of things it seems misleading to call the Masso-

retic Hebrew Bible a recension. By recension we mean an edition

* This seems to have been first declared by Lagarde in the preface to his

Anmerkungen zur griechischen Uebersetzung der Proverbien (1863), reprinted in

Mittlicilungen, I. p. 19 ff.
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revised and corrected by a single hand with a definite purpose and

according to some fixed principle. To choose a single manuscript,

because it happens to be accessible, and to make it the parent of

numerous copies is not to make a recension. And the reverse is

true— to reconstruct a codex which happens to be the parent of a

large family of derived manuscripts is not to recover a distinct

recension of the text. The eccentricities of the recovered copy

are not the result of editorial purpose, but are the accumulated

errors, misunderstandings, attempts at correction, of all the scribes

who have had a hand in the whole preceding line of transmission.

The philologically correct edition of the Massoretic Text which

is desiderated by Professor Lohr is no more than the recovery of

the single defective codex upon which the judgment of the Scribes

(or perhaps their necessity) settled in the time of Hadrian. It

forms no natural stopping place in the history— or at least it forms

no stopping place at which the exegete can say 'this is the goal of

my labours.'

The example of Professor Lohr is instructive, because it shows

the dii^culty of fixing any point short of the earUest attainable text

as the end of critical effort. What this scholar actually adopts

in his commentary is not a philologically correct edition of ^.
He is forced to have recourse to (3 for frequent emendation.

The only result of his self-limitation is that he makes a half-hearted

use of this version, accepting it where he is obliged to, rejecting it

where he thinks it goes too far.

It has already been pointed out (Introduction, § 7) that serious

difficulties meet us in attempting to make systematic use of the

versions for correction of the text. Confining ourselves to (3 for

the present, we must see that these difficulties are no reason for

despair. If we could attain the original form of this version, it

would be practically equivalent to a Hebrew MS. of the second

century before Christ. Greater age is not always a guarantee of

greater correctness, but as the corruption of the Hebrew text

probably went on actively during just the period which elapsed

between the translation of (3 and the choice of ^, the presump-

tion is that in this case the older copy would be more valuable.

Even if it were not, the experience of the critics shows that the

poorest copy will sometimes enable us to correct a better one.
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As (3 lies before us, we have not this original. We have

instead, widely different copies, some of which represent clearly-

marked recensions. What makes these variant copies valuable is

that they represent additional MSS. of the Hebrew. For one

object of the editors in making their different recensions was to

bring their Greek nearer to the Hebrew in their hands. In the

various Greek copies we have therefore testimony to Hebrew

MSS. of different dates, but probably all of them as old as the

archetype of our pf, some of them older.

Now we cannot doubt that there was an autograph of the Books

of Samuel, from which all these copies both of (3 and |^ are ulti-

mately derived. Their differences show corruption of this auto-

graph. The textual critic cannot be called over-ambitious, if he

sets as his goal the restoration of the earliest reading attainable,

that is, the reading of the autograph. Professor Noldeke says (as

cited in the book under discussion) : "To introduce single more

or less certain corrections into a connected text of a later recen-

sion gives in any case a bizarre result— a text which has never

existed in this form even approximately, and which makes my
philological taste shudder."

It is unfortunate that the great name of Professor Noldeke

should give weight to such an argument. Philological taste,

indeed, hardly constitutes an argument, tastes being proverbially

not subject to discussion. So far as argument is discernible behind

the sentence just quoted it seems to be to this effect : Because pf

has been current for so many centuries, we should refuse to cor-

rect it until we ^an restore the autograph in its integrity. This

would reduce the labour of the textual critic to the task of restor-

ing the most accurate form of the Massoretic text. But this is

not the real meaning of Professor Noldeke or of Professor Lohr.

Neither one supposes that we are to comment on |^ as the seven-

teenth century scholars did, without trying to correct its most obvi-

ous errors. For in the Books of Samuel, with which we are now

concerned, it is evident that the Massoretic text swarms with errors.

Whether we call it a recension or not, its present constitution is

due to the accumulated mistakes of centuries. It is dotted all

over with impossible collocations of words, glosses, lacunae, false

readings. The bizarre effect at which the philological taste must
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shudder is already there. It remains true that to remove part of

the errors while leaving others, is to reproduce a text which never

existed. But this is incident to all textual criticism. The mate-

rial in hand is never sufficient to enable us to retrace the exact

steps of transmission and remove the errors in the order in which

they came into the text. Restoration of a lost autograph is always

approximate, the degree of approximation being determined by

the amount of evidence at hand. To stop at a certain amount of

correction when the material is not exhausted, is to be unfaithful

to our opportunity.

The reaction in favour of f^ represented by Professor Lohr

seems therefore unjustifiable. This comes out clearly in his own

statement. For he formulates his principles of textual criticism

in a series of theses, and it will not be out of place to reproduce

them here.

" I. Where ^ and (3 show an equally good, i.e. grammatically

unobjectionable, text, there is no reason for changing the reading

off^."

The argument is fallacious. It is well known that a grammati-

cally unobjectionable text often arises by deliberate alteration on

the part of a scribe. In fact, the most dangerous corruptions of

ancient documents have come in where a scribe attempted to

substitute a smoother reading for one which was to him obscure

or ungrammatical. The well-known dictum that the more diffi-

cult reading is to be preferred derives its force from this fact. No
doubt the dictum has sometimes been- abused ; but, rightly under-

stood, it is the foundation of sound criticism. The grammatical

correctness of ^ is no argument for its originality, and our rule

should read : W/iere i3 and ^ shozv variant readings, both being

grammatically intelligible, they hape prima facie equal claims to

attention, and the decision between them must be made on the

ground of internal probability. In the nature of the case the

frequent verdict must be non liquet.

" 2. Where ^ shows a younger reading, that is, one based on

correction, this may be remarked according to (^ ; but we must

not change the text of ^."

If the author wishes to publish an edition of the Massoretic

text, there is no objection to his doing so, and we cannot hold him
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to more than his avowed object. If he sets out to remove only

the grammatically unintelligible readings, he has a right so to limit

himself. But if he is endeavouring to understand the Books of

Samuel (and that is the object of a commentary), there is no

reason why he should retain a reading which he believes to have

come into the text by the " correction " of a scribe.

" 3. Where # shows a plus as compared with ^, this must be

accepted only where the connexion compels us. But even here

we must remark :

" (rt) The inserted sentence of % may have been interpolated,

and so we cannot be certain that we do not accept with it matter

which did not belong to the text.

" (<^) Often the plus of (!l, even though (according to our ideas

of style) it fits smoothly in the context, lies under the suspicion of

being an addition of the translators ; and if it is that, it cannot

come into consideration."

To this it should be remarked that the longer text is always

open to suspicion. Observation shows that an ancient document

is more likely to be interpolated than to be abbreviated. But this

rule should not be turned against (!9 alone ; it should be made

general : The plus of either text is suspicions unless we discover

probable cause of accidental omission. The most probable cause

of omission is, of course, homeoteleuton, and this is as likely to

affect %l as to affect (d. Several cases where it has undoubtedly

affected ffc^ are noticed in this commentary. It cannot be shown

that the translators of # made insertions in their text. All the

evidence goes to show that they tried to render the text before

them. The danger of taking over interpolated matter from (H,

with a genuine reading, can scarcely be called considerable. The

text of # has itself suffered .from the ordinary accidents of

transmission, is all we need to say.

"4. ({9 comes into consideration only where |^ has really been

corrupted, and even then only :

" {a) In case (!9 had not itself the corrupt reading before it.

" ((^) In case (© does not show a correct, but wholly divergent,

text.

" (<r) In case '^ cannot be emended from its own resources."

The rule thus formulated proves useless in practice. The task
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of the critic is precisely to discover when his text has really been

corrupted {entsUllt). The most dangerously corrupt passages are

those which seem to read with perfect smoothness. The great

value of (§ is that it calls our attention to just such passages.

The limitation of our use of (§ to the cases ' where (§ had not

itself the corrupt reading before it ' is also useless in practice.

The critic must always bear in mind the possibility that (^ tried to

render the text which we find in our copies. This is so much a

matter of course that it is needless to state it. Textual criticism is

always more or less subjective ; in many cases that arise, opinions

will differ. Some will suppose the rendering of (§ to be based on

a divergent text, where others see in it an attempt to translate our

1^. We are compelled to make allowance for this difference, with

the hope that there will be a growing consensus of judgment as

time goes on.

When (© has a ' correct but wholly divergent text,' its testimony

is of the highest value. It may have preserved for us a reading

which became illegible in one of the ancestors of f^, and which

was then filled in on conjecture by a scribe. Or it may show

where a text, really original, has been purposely obscured so as

not to offend later religious susceptibilities. Or again, it may

show a gap which has been differently filled in, in the different

copies. In none of these cases is it right to refuse the help

of (§.

What is meant by emending |^ from its own resources {^aiis sick

heralds) is not clear. The phrase might describe emendation from

Hebrew MSS., and it is evident that these must not be neglected.

Our trouble is that they are entirely inadequate— they do not

suggest a remedy for the most desperate passages in the Books of

Samuel. Even where they seem to give us help they may be sim-

ply proffering ingenious conjectures of the scribes. In any case

they cannot claim the antiquity which certainly belongs to the text

of (g.

But emending ^ aiis sich heraus may possibly mean construct-

ing a text by analogy, on the basis of parallel passages, or ac-

cording to known Hebrew usage. But this is simply conjectural

emendation. We cannot do without conjecture, but it should be

our last resort, and it should not be put in the same class with
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emendation on the basis of evidence, even the evidence of a

version.

Our conclusion is that the exegete cannot consistently set his

aim short of the earliest attainable text.

II. LUCIAN AND THEODOTION

As has been pointed out (Introduction, p. xxxi), a distinct

recension of the Greek Old Testament is preserved for us in the

edition of Lagarde. This recension has been identified by Lagarde

himself with that of Lucian, of which we are informed by Jerome.

What is actually established about it is that it represents the text

current in Constantinople in the fourth century.

The existence of two such divergent texts as are embodied in

this (^) and in the Codex Vaticanus (^) presents some problems

which are yet far from solution, but to which the attention of the

reader may be directed.

To begin with, we are unable to say when and where the Greek

translation of the historical books of the Old Testament was made.

The traditional account of the origin of the Septuagint is con-

cerned with the Pentateuch alone, and, even if it were trustworthy,

it could throw no light upon the translation of the historical books.

It is natural to suppose that various attempts were made for these,

and that our copies represent the mingling of these various trans-

lations. We have internal evidence that two distinct versions of

the Book of Judges were current,* and that they have been con-

founded in our editions of (3. The conditions which invited to

independent attempts at translation are the same for the Books

of Samuel as for the Book of Judges. Even if there were one

version which served as a substratum for all the copies, the scribes

of that day, so far as they had some knowledge of Hebrew, would

feel at liberty to alter or expand their archetype, so that there

would soon appear to be " as many versions as there were copies,"

as was afterwards the case with the Latin Bible.

The state of things when Christian scholarship began to interest

itself in the Biblical text is made known to us by the labours of

Moore, Jitdi^es, pp. xliv-xlvi.
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Origen. These labours are visibly illustrated by a recently recov-

ered fragment of the Hexapla,* as well as set forth in the descrip-

tions of the Fathers. They interest us here because they make
known to us a number of different translations of the Old Testa-

ment into Greek. Besides what he supposed to be the original

Septuagint, Origen had in his hands Aquila, Symmachus, and Theo-

dotion. Besides these four, he was acquainted with portions of a

fifth, sixth, and seventh. But it is not necessary to suppose that

all the Greek translations then in existence were known even to

this indefatigable scholar. The contrary is the case, for one of the

two translations of the Book of Judges seems to have escaped his

notice.

It is necessary for us therefore to exercise caution in treating

the Greek material in our possession. We should not confuse our-

selves by assuming that all our MSS. or recensions are influenced

by one or another of the versions known to Origen. It seems

especially undesirable to postulate various forms of these versions,

as though we could distinguish a first, second, and third edition

of Symmachus, as many of Theodotion, and so of the others.

That this caveat is not uncalled for is illustrated by Mez in his

essay on the Bible of Josephus.t In this book the author gives a

very instructive comparison of Josephus with the historical data

of Judges and Samuel. The statements of the Antiquities are set

side by side with those of our ^ and with those of the different

recensions of (§. His conclusion is that Josephus follows the text

of Lucian. The necessary inference is that the text of Lucian is

older than Lucian— for Josephus wrote two centuries before the

time of Lucian. " There were two Greek Bibles before the time

of Origen, the text of ^ and its congeners, probably native to

Egypt, and a Syro-Italian Bible, best preserved in the so-called

Lucian text "— this is the conclusion of Mez, and it is one which

we may provisionally accept.

Doubt begins to assert itself at the next step in the argumenta-

tion. Our author goes on to point out that Origen knew a Greek

Old Testament, which he called by the name of Theodotion. On

* Klostermann, " Die Mailander Fragment der Hexapla," ZA TW. XVI. p. 334 ff.

\ Die Bibel des Josephus untersucht filr Buck V-VII der Archaologie. Basel,

1895-
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the basis of certain resemblances between our Lucian and the

fragments of Theodotion, he conckides that the two were aUied in

some way. He formulates his conclusion in the words :
" The

primitive Lucian has become a primitive Theodotion ;
" by which

he means that ^ is only a copy of Origen's Theodotion, and that

an earlier copy of the same version was the Bible of Josephus.

The proposition is sufficiently important to warrant examination.

In order not to confound things that differ, we should avoid

assuming that there were other Lucians than the Lucian known to

us, or other Theodotions than the Theodotion whose fragments

have been preserved to us. Our two known quantities are the

recension of ^ in the edition of Lagarde (or the MSS. on which

that edition is based), and the fragments of Theodotion collected

by Field in his edition of the Hexapla. Our task is to compare

these known and tangible entities, and not to confuse ourselves

with their unknown predecessors. Predecessors they doubtless

had, but these are as yet out of our reach.

Bringing the text of ^ and ^ into the comparison,* the relevant

facts are as follows :

1. Of 144 instances adduced by Mez, there are twenty-five in

which Josephus agrees with the text common to the three Greek

witnesses ^ ^ ^. There are eighty-eight in which he agrees with

neither one of the three. Out of the remainder we discover seven-

teen in which he may be fairly counted for ^, in seven he agrees

with ^^, in four with ^^, in tivo with ^^, while in only one can he

be said to go with ^ as against the other two witnesses.

The result is a negative one. The large number of instances in

which Josephus agrees with neither one of our three forms of text

shows that his Bible cannot be identified with either one of these.

But as between these, his Bible appreciably resembled ^\ whereas

it seems to have had no connexion with the type of text preserved

in ^. Although negative, this result is an important one. It

indicates that the Josephus text should be counted as a separate

recension of (!§.

2. Comparison of the two Greek texts shows that ^ is notice-

ably fuller than ^. In the first six chapters of Samuel, about one

* The inquiry is confined to tlie Books of Samuel.
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tenth of the words in ^ are not in ^— over 4400 in one, to about

4000 in the other. The disproportion in other parts of the Book

is not so marked. But it seems safe to say that they differ by seven

or eight per cent, the p/us being almost uniformly on the side of ^.

3. Examination into the nature of this additional matter shows

that a part of it is due to a desire to make good Greek. Thus,

the most frequent insertion is that of the definite article, which is

needed by the Greek idiom but is not expressed in Hebrew (and

is consequently omitted by ^). For Kvpio) ^ we find tw Kuptw % for

ki|8wt6s Kvpiov ^, 17 KiySwTos Tov KvpCov ^. Thc shorter form is here

more exactly representative of the Hebrew, the longer is better

Greek. For the same reason, we find a preposition used in ^

which is lacking in ^ ; in a few cases the conjunction is inserted,

and in a rather larger number the subject or object of the verb,

unexpressed in ^ and ^, is supplied in ^. In saying that such

words have been supplied in ^, or in calling them uisertions, we

must be careful to guard our words, for we do not mean to imply

that ^ is the earlier text which forms the basis upon which ^ sup-

plied what was lacking, or into which it inserted these additional

words. The number of these additional words is such that we

can hardly think of an editor going through a previously existing

text and inserting them into it. They are entirely consistent with

the theory that the translator of ^ was independent of any prede-

cessor, and that he was less slavishly bound to his text than the

translator of ^. If Lagarde's canon be correct, that the more

exact conformity shows later date, we should argue for the priority

of ^
4. There are, however, indications that the plus of ^ is some-

times due to interpolation of a shorter text. One of the first

examples we meet is i S. i^ where f^ has mx^:: m,Tb. In ^ this

is rendered by toJ Kvp'na 6e.(a aajSatLO, whereas we find in ^ rw Kvpiio

crafiauiO Oe<a TzavTOKparopi. It is evident that crafSatoO and Travro-

KpaTopi represent the same Hebrew word, and therefore that ^ has

been interpolated. But it does not follow that its original was the

text of ^. In fact it seems pretty certain that its earliest form was

T(u Kvpita OciS TravTOKpoLTopL, which is a complete translation of ^
or rather of a variant Hebrew text, and that aaf^awO was injected

into this by a scribe familiar with the Hebrew phrase. In some
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cases the argument is not so clear, and it is undoubtedly true that

^ has sometimes been expanded by insertion of a new translation

alongside of the old. But it seems impossible in any large pro-

portion of the variations to prove that ^ was the original on which

^ is fashioned.

5. One point of considerable importance seems demonstrable :

the Theodotion of Origen is not identical with our ^. This is

established by more than one line of argument

:

a. According to Field {Hexapla Origenis, I. p. xxxixf.), one

mark' of Theodotion is leaving Hebrew words untranslated, trans-

ferring them in Greek letters. This editor gives a list of such

words, six of which occur in the Books of Samuel. Out of these

six only 07ie is found in ^, namely, e^ auaOioO for nnya, i S. 15"-.

l>. Origen's diacritical marks give us a criterion. It may not be

superfluous to remind the reader that in the Hexapla the text of (3

(what Origen regarded as the original Septuagint) was emended

to conform to the type of Hebrew then current. Where it was

deficient, words and phrases were inserted. These inserted words

and phrases had prefixed to them an asterisk (made in the Greek

form a), and, what especially interests us here, they were gener-

ally taken from Theodotion, Although the greater part of these

marks are no longer preserved to us (for the Books of Samuel),

yet we have occasionally in Greek MSS. some words sul> aste7-isco,

and it is fair to assume that these asterisks for the most part go

back to Origen. Their testimony is exhibited by Field, and in

I Samuel we find 29 asterisks. In fourteen cases the asterisked

words are found in ^
; in sik cases the same matter is found in ^,

but in different words. In the remaining nine the insertions are

not made in ^ at all. The conclusion seems not remote. Our ^

cannot be a faithful representative of Theodotion. The cases in

which the additional matter is inserted /;/ other words seem inex-

plicable if ^' was in any sense dependent on Theodotion.

c. The early Fathers sometimes directly cite Theodotion, and

the MSS. also sometimes designate his reading by the initial letter

of his name. This testimony also is conveniently reproduced for

us by Field. In the first fifteen chapters of Samuel I find 49

words or phrases assigned to Theodotion. /// only three cases is

the reading found in our ^'. Two of these are the insertion of the
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single word iKaOrjro, i S. i^ 4^^' The word is lacking in ^, but it

must be evident that the insertion is one that could be made by

different editors in entire independence of each other's labours.

In the third case (i S. 2^^^) where we find a sentence ascribed to

Theodotion which we now find in ^, there is room to doubt the

accuracy of the ascription, for Theodoret, who is one of our best

authorities on the various Greek renderings, says nothing of Theo-

dotion in this connexion. In general, we must view the testimony

of these scholiasts with some reserve. It is always conceivable

that by some blunder a reading of Theodotion has been wrongly

labelled. But all the weight of this testimony, which is the best

we have, is against the identification of Theodotion and ^ ; for it

must be evident that three cases out of forty-nine cannot establish

influence of one recension on the other. Out of this same list we

find three cases where Aquila and Theodotion agree, two where

Symmachus and Theodotion agree, and two where Aquila, Sym-

machus, and Theodotion agree. Yet the independence of these

three Greek translators is universally acknowledged.

For the Books of Samuel, therefore, we must conclude : (a) that

the recension of Lucian cannot be treated as a descendant or near

relative of Theodotion ; and (d) that the type of text used by

Josephus must be classed by itself, though showing features of

resemblance to our ^, rather than to the recension represented by

the Codex Vaticanus.

III. THE LITERARY PROCESS

Professor Lohr in his Introduction to the Commentary already

mentioned (Thenius*, 1898), gives a useful cotispectus of the

recent hterary criticism of the Books of Samuel. He puts in

four parallel columns the analyses of Budde, Cornill, Kittel, and

Wellhausen. The practical unanimity of these four authorities is

thus brought forcibly to view. In the additions or corrections

which he offers, I am glad to say that he frequently agrees with

opinions which I had reached independently— as, for example, in

denying the coherence of i S. 7, and 12 with E, and in asserting

the Deuteronomic character of these chapters.

It is a matter for congratulation that the agreement in the criti-
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cal analysis is so marked. The separation of the different sources

may be taken as virtually settled. The further question of how
they came to be united still needs discussion, though here also

some points are practically agreed upon. I can best indicate the

points of agreement and the points of divergence by a sketch of

what I suppose to be the actual process. What really took place

in the literary history of Israel ?

1. There was an author who undertook to write a history of the

rise of the monarchy in Israel with an account of the reign of

David. Whether he included the life of Solomon also does not

concern us here. He wrote soon after the death of Solomon, and

his work (which I call SI.) included the following sections of our

Hebrew Bible :

{a) A brief life of Saul beginning with his genealogy (i S. 9^),

recounting his search for the asses and the meeting with Samuel

(9. 10^'^^), the battle with Nahash which brought him to the throne

(11), and his campaign against the Phihstines (13. 14).

(d) An account of David at the court of Saul, where the interest

already turns more distinctly to David. It included his coming to

court (i S. 16^*"^*), an adventure with the Philistines now lost to

us, Saul's jealousy ( i
S^^^. 2o-29a jg^-n^^ David's flight (2i--^«) and

his life as an outlaw captain (22. 23^"^* 25-27. 29. 30), ending with

the death of Saul (31).

(c) David's reign, embracing 2 S. 2-4. 7. 9-20, the history

being originally concluded by the account of Solomon's corona-

tion and the death of David (i K. i. 2).

For the most part Professor Lohr agrees with this statement,

and he seems to represent the consensus of recent opinion. A
difference however emerges into view at the next step of the

reconstruction. My own theory is as follows :

2. A writer with a theocratic bias was dissatisfied with the com-

paratively worldly view of David presented in the history just

defined, and also with its lack of serious condemnation of Saul—
for he argued that the rejection of Saul must be accounted for by

something in his character. This author therefore rewrote the

history, making use, for the most part, of the data given by SI.,

though he seems to have had some other source at his command.

His design was to show how Samuel was the ruler of Israel by
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divine right until the choice of David. His work, which I call

Sm., included :

(a) For the life of Samuel ; an account of his early life and the

fall of Eli's house (i S. 1-6), the deliverance from the Philistines

(7), the demand for a king and its answer by the sacred lot

(8. 10^^'^), the farewell address (12), and the rejection of Saul

(15)-

(^) For the early life of David; his anointing (16^"'^), his

exploit with Goliath (17 in some form), the consequent intro-

duction to court (18^*^), the jealousy of "Saul and the insult in the

matter of Merab (18^"^), various attempts upon David, his flight

to Samuel, to Achish, and to Moab (i8^"-i9^". 19^^-^ 21"-^*^. 22-'-^),

his generosity to Saul (23^^-24^®), concluding with Samuel's last

appearance (28) and the death of Saul (2S. i).

(r) For the reign of David he was content with mentioning the

coronation by all Israel, some account of the capture of Jerusalem

and the removal of the Ark, and the detailed Messianic promise

(2 S. 7), with a summary of David's wars. Probably he gave also

some additional matter now lost to us, the Redactor having found

that it too obviously duplicates what has been preserved from the

other document.

3. The union of these two accounts into one history would give

us substantially our present Books of Samuel, and the process is so

much like what actually took place in the Pentateuch, that we may
claim analogy as an argument in its favour. The alternate theory

sees in the sections which I have classed together, fragments of

different origin inserted into the framework of SI. at different

times. Lohr's statement is :

"Interpolations are: (a) 1 S. 15 and 28— Saul's rejection,

dating from the prophetic period; {d) 2 S. 7— the prophecy of

the eternal continuance of David's house, later than the preceding

but preexilic
;

(c) i S. 10* 13"^— a parallel to 15, older than the

reception of the younger source into 7-12, and dating from the

Exile.

"Additions are: (a) i S. 1-3 — an account of the youth of

Samuel, probably taken from some outside history, here intended

as an introduction to 7-12
; (^) i S. 4-6— an ancient narrative

of the experiences of the Ark, adopted with the intention of
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showing the straits of the PhiUstines
;

{c) i S. 23^-24^ 2 S, i^^-

I S. 16^"^^ 19^^-^ 21""^"— these are late, even very late, sections;

(d) I S. 17-20— these chapters are seriously reelaborated or

intermixed with material from other sources."

The theory thus stated seems to be a revival, or survival, of the

now discredited supplement-hypothesis . The process which it sup-

poses is unlike anything with which we are acquainted elsewhere

in the Old Testament. As we now know, the complicated process

by which the Pentateuch (Hexateuch) received its present form

was not of this kind. The repeated redactions to which this work

was subject were the putting together of documents already com-

plete in themselves. They were not the injecting of diverse sec-

tions by successive interpolations, into one history. The Books of

Chronicles cannot be adduced in favour of Professor Lohr's the-

ory, for they are to all appearance the work of a single author,

making copious use of the previously existing history.

For these reasons, the hypothesis already advanced in the Intro-

duction to this commentary seems to stand.
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• ments, von K. H. Graf.

Leipzig, 1866.

GVI,, Geschichte des Volkes

Israel.

HCO^., Historisch-Critisch Onder-

zoek naar het Ontstaan

en de Verzameling van

de Boeken des Ouden

Verbonds, door A. Kue-

nen. Zweede Uitgave,

I. Leiden, 1885 ff.

HP,, Vetus Testamentum (irae-

cum. Editioneni a Ro-

berto Holmes inchoatam

continuavit Jacobus Par-

sons. Tomus II. Ox-

onii, 1 810.

HSAT., Die Heilige Schrift des

Alten in Verbindungmit

Baethgen u. a. iibersetzt

und herausgegeb.en von

E. Kautzsch. Freiburg,

1894.

HIVB^^., Gesenius' Hebraisches und

Aramaisches Handwor-

terbuch, iiber das Alte

Testament. Zwolfte Auf-

lage bearbeitet von Dr.

Frants Buhl. Leipzig,

1895.

JBL., Journal of Biblical Litera-

ture, published by the

Society of Biblical Lit-

erature and Exegesis.

Kautzsch, Emil Kautzsch, editor of

Gesenius' Grammatik
and of HSA T.

Ki., Rudolph Kittel.

Ki. GH., Geschichte der Hebraer

von R. Kittel. Gotha,

1888, 1892.

Ki. in Kautzsch, The translation of the

Books of Samuel in

Kautzsch's HSA T.

KI., August Klostermann, Die

Biicher Samuelis und der

Konige ausgelegt. Norcl-

lingen, 1887.

Konig, Gram., Eduard Konig, Lehrge-

baude der Hebraischen

Sprache. Leipzig, 188 iff.

Konig, Syntax, Historisch-Compara-

tive Syntax der Hebra-

ischen Sprache. Leip-

zig, 1897. Forms the

third volume of the work

just preceding.

Ku., Abraham Kuenen.
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Lagarde, BN., Uebersicht iiber die im

Aramaischen Arabischen

und Hebraischen iibliche

Bildungder Nomina, von

Paul de Lagarde. Got-

tingen, 1889.

Lange, J. P. Lange, Commentary

on the Holy Scriptures.

Levy, NHWB., Neuhebraisches und

Chaldaisches Worter-

buch von Dr. Jacob

Levy. Leipzig, 1876 ff.

Moore, George Foot Moore.

Moore, Judges, A Critical and Exe-

getical Commentary on

Judges (International

Critical Commentary),

by George Foot Moore.

New York, 1895.

Nestle, Eberhard Nestle.

Nestle, Marg., Marginalien und Mate-

rialien von Eberhard

Nestle. Tubingen, 1893.

Nowack, Lehrbuch der Hebraischen

Archaologie von Dr. Wil-

helm Nowack. Frei-

burg, 1894.

OS., Onomastica Sacra Paulus

de Lagarde edidit. Got-

tingae, 1870.

Poole, Matthew Poole (Polus),

compiler of the Synop-

sis Criticorum.

PRE^., Realencyclopadie fiir Pro-

testantische Theologie

und Kirche. Zweite

Auflage. Leipzig, 1877-

1888. The third edition

is now appearing.

RLbG., Rabbi Levi ben Gerson.

Reuss, Edouard Reuss, La Bible

;

Traduction Nouvelle

avec Introductions et

Commentaires. Paris,

1874.

Robinson, Edward Robinson. Biblical

Researches in Palestine.

Second edition, 1856.

RV., The Revised Version of the

Old Testament, pub-

lished in 1885.

SBOT., Sacred Books of the Old

Testament. Critical edi-

tion of the Hebrew-

Text, printed in colors

. . . under the editorial

direction of Professor

Paul Haupt. Baltimore

and Leipzig, 1893 ff.

Schleusner, J. F. Schleusner. Novus

Thesaurus Philologico-

Criticus, sive Lexicon in

LXX et Reliquos Inter-

pretes Graecos Veteris

Testamenti. Lipsiae,

1820 ff.

Schm., Sebastian Schmid. In Li-

bros Samuelis Commen-
tarius. Argentorati,

1687, '89. The name

is usually given in the

form Schmid, and I have

conformed to this usage.

Now I discover that he

signs both his prefaces

Sebastianus Schmidt.

Schrader, Eberhard Schrader, author

of Die Keilinschriften

und das Alte Testament

;

Zweite Auflage, Giessen,

1883. The English
translation is registered

as CO T.

SK., Theologische Studien und

K r i t i k e n, well-known

theological review.

Smend, Rudolph Smend. Lehr-

buch der Alttestament-

lichen Religions-ge-

schichte. Freiburg, 1893.
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GASmith, Geog^., Historical Geogra-

phy of the Holy Land.

Third edition. New
York, 1895.

WRSmith, William Robertson Smith.

WRSmith, Kinship, Kinship and Mar-

riage in Early Arabia.

WRSmith, OTJC\, The Old Testa-

ment in the Jewish

Church. Second edi-

tion. Edinburgh,
1892.

WRSmith, AW. Sem., The Religion of

the Semites. Funda-

mental Institutions,

Edinburgh, 1889.

SS., Siegfried und Stade. He-

braisches Worterbuch

zum Alten Testamente.

Leipzig, 1893.

Stade, Gram., Bernhard Stade. Lehr-

buch der Hebraischen

Grammatik. Leipzig,

1879.

Stade, G VI., Geschichte des Volkes Is-

rael. I. Berlin, 1887.

Sym., The Greek translation of

SymmachUs, fragments

of which are collected

by Field in his Hexap.

Origenis.

TBS., Die Text der Biicher Sam-

uelis untersucht von J.

Wellhausen. Gottingen,

1871.

Th., OttoThenius. Die Biicher

Samuels Erklart. Zweite

Auflage. Leipzig, 1864.

ThLZ., Theologische Literaturzei-

tung herausgegeben von

D. Ad. Harnack und D.

E. Schiirer. Leipzig.

Theod., Theodoret.

Toy, Crawford H. Toy, Ameri-

can editor of Erdmann's

Commentary on .Samuel.

Vercellone, Variae Lectiones Vulgatae

Latinae Bibliorum Edi-

tionis, quas Carolus Ver-

cellone digessit. Romae,

1864.

We., Julius Wellhausen.

We. Comp., Die Composition des Hex-

ateuchs und der Histori-

schen Biicher des Alten

Testaments, von J. Well-

hausen. Berlin, 1899.

We. /"ro/^., Prolegomena zur Ge-

schichte Israels von J.

Wellhausen. Dritte

Ausgabe. Berlin, 1886.

We. Skizzen, Skizzen und Vorarbeiten

von J. Wellhausen. Ber-

lin, I 884-1 896.

We. TBS., Wellhausen, Der Text der

Biicher Samuelis.

WRS., William Robertson Smith.

ZATW., Zeitschrift fur die Alttesta-

mentliche Wissenschaft,

herausgegeben von D.

Bernhard Stade. Gies-

sen, 1881-1898.

ZDMG., Zeitschrift der Deutschen

Morgenlandischen Ge-

sellschaft.

ZKW., Zeitschrift fiir Kirchliche

Wissenschaft und Kirch-

liches Leben.

ZIVT., Zeitschrift fur Wissen-

schaftliche Theologie.
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SIGNATURES FOR THE HEBREW TEXT AND VERSIONS OF THE OLD

TESTAMENT

The received consonantal text of

the Hebrew Bible.

The Hebrew text with vowels and

accents— Massoretic.

The Greek version in its various

recensions— see Introduction,

§7-

I The Old Latin, derived from some

form of (3-

IL The Latin version made by Je-

rome.

S The Syriac version, ordmarily

called the Peshitta.

2C The Targum.
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"A decided advance o?i all other cojnmentariesy— The Outlook.

DEUTERONOMY.
By the Rev. S. R. DRIVER, D.D.,

Regius Professor of Hebrew, and Canon of Christ Church, Oxford.

Crown 8vo. Net, $3.00.

"No one could be better qualified than Professor Driver to write a critical

and exegetical commentary on Deuteronomy. His previous works are author-

ities in all the departments involved; the grammar and lexicon of the Hebrew
language, the lower and higher criticism, as well as exegesis and Biblical the-

ology; . . . the interpretation in this commentary is careful and sober in the

main. A wealth of historical, geographical, and philological information illus-

trates and elucidates both the narrative and the discourses. Valuable, though

concise, excursuses are often given."— The Congregationalist.

" It is a pleasure to see at last a really critical Old Testament commentary

in English upon a portion of the Pentateuch, and especially one of such merit.

This I find superior to any other Commentary in any language upon Deuter-

onomy."— Professor E. L. Curtis, of Yale University.

" This volume of Professor Driver's is marked by his well-known care and

accuracy, and it will be a great boon to every one who wishes to acquire a

thorough knowledge, either of the Hebrew language, or of the contents of the

Book of Deuteronomy, and their significance for the development of Old Tes-

tament thought. The author finds scope for displaying his well-known wide

and accurate knowledge, and delicate appreciation of the genius of the

Hebrew language, and his readers are supplied with many carefully con-

structed lists of words and expressions. He is at his best in the detailed

examination of the text."

—

Londott AikencEum.

" It must be said that this work is bound to take rank among the best com-

mentaries in any language on the important book with which it deals. On
every page there is abundant evidence of a scholarly knowledge of the litera-

ture, and of the most painstaking care to make the book useful to thorough

students."— T/ie Lutheran Churchman.

"The deep and difficult questions raised by Deuteronomy are, in every in-

stance, considered with care, insight, and critical acumen. The student who
wishes for solid information, or a knowledge of method and temper of the

new criticism, will find advantage in consulting the pages ot Dr. Driver."—
Zion's Herald.



" We believe this series to be of epoch-making importance^

— The N. Y. Evangelist.

JUDGES.
By Dr. GEORGE FOOT MOORE,

Professor of Hebrew in Andover Theological Seminary.

Crown 8vo. Net, $3.00.

" The typographical execution of this handsome volume is worthy of the

scholarly character of the contents, and higher praise could not be given it."

— Professor C. H. Toy, of Ha7'vard University.

" This work represents the latest results of ' Scientific Biblical Scholarship,'

and as such has the greatest value for the purely critical student, especially on

the side of textual and literary criticism."— T/ie Church Standard.

" Professor Moore has more than sustained his scholarly reputation in this

work, which gives us for the first time in English a commentary on Judges not

excelled, if indeed equalled, in any language of the world." — Professor

L. W. Baiten, 0/ p. E. Divinity School, Philadelphia.

" Although a critical commentary, this work has its practical uses, .\nd by

its divisions, headlines, etc., it is admirably adapted to the wants of all

thoughtful students of the Scriptures. Indeed, with the other books of the

series, it is sure to find its way into the hands of pastors and scholarly lay-

men."— Portland Zion's Herald.

" Like its predecessors, this volume will be warmly welcomed— whilst to

those whose means of securing up-to-date information on the subject of which

it treats are limited, it is simply invaluable."— Edinburgh Scotsman.

" The work is done in an atmosphere of scholarly interest and indifference

to dogmatism and controversy, which is at least refreshing. ... It is a noble

introduction to the moral forces, ideas, and influences that controlled the

period of the Judges, and a model of what a historical commentary, with a

practical end in view should be."— The Independent.

" The work is marked by a clear and forcible style, by scholarly research, by

critical acumen, by extensive reading, and by evident familiarity with the

Hebrew. Many of the comments and suggestions are valuable, while the

index at the close is serviceable and satisfactory."— Philadelphia Presbyterian.

" This volume sustains the reputation of the series for accurate and wide

scholarship given in clear and strong English, . . . the scholarly reader will

find delight in the perusal of this admirable commentary."— Zion^s Herald.



" We deem it as needfulfor the studious pastor to possess himself

of these volumes as to obtain the best dictionary and encyclopedia^

—The Congregationalist.

ST. MARK.
By the Rev. E. P. GOULD, D.D.,

Professor of New Testament Exegesis, P. E. Divinity School, Philadelphia.

Crown 8vo. Net, $2.50.

" In point of scholarship, of accuracy, of originality, this last addition to the

series is worthy of its predecessors, while for terseness and keenness of exegesis,

we should put it first of them all."— The Congregationalist.

" The whole make-up is that of a thoroughly helpful, instructive critical

study of the Word, surpassing anything of the kind ever attempted in the

English language, and to students and clergymen knowing the proper use of

a commentary it will prove an invaluable aid."— The Lutheran Quarterly.

" Professor Gould has done his work well and thoroughly. . . . The com-
mentary is an admirable example of the critical method at its best. . . . The
Word study . . . shows not only familiarity with all the literature of the sub-

ject, but patient, faithful, and independent investigation. ... It will rank
among the best, as it is the latest commentary on this basal Gospel."— The
Christian Intelligencer.

" It will give the student the vigorously expressed thought of a very thought-

ful scholar."— The Church Standard.

" Dr. Gould's commentary on Mark is a large success, . . . and a credit to

American scholarship. . . . He has undoubtedly given us a commentary on
Mark which surpasses all others, a thing we have reason to expect will be true

in the case of every volume of the series to which it belongs."— The Biblical

World.

"The volume is characterized by extensive learning, patient attention to

details and a fair degree of caution."— Bibliotheca Sacra.

"The exegetical portion of the book is simple in arrangement, admirable
in form and condensed in statement. . . . Dr. Gould does not slavishly follow

any authority, but expresses his own opinions in language both concise and
clear."— The Chicago Standard.

" In clear, forcible and elegant language the author furnishes the results of

the best investigations on the second Gospel, both early and late. He treats

these various subjects with the hand of a master." — Boston Zion''s Herald.

" The author gives abundant evidence of thorough acquaintance with the

facts and history in the case. . . . His treatment of them is always fresh and
»cb<^Wly, and oftentimes helpful."— The Nezv York Observer.
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"// is hardly necessary to say that this series will stand first

among all English serial commentaries on the BibleT

— The Biblical World.

ST. LUKE.
By the Rev. ALFRED PLUnHER, D.D.,

Master of University College, Durham. Formerly Fellow and Senior Tutor of

Trinity College, Oxford.

Crown 8vo. Net, $3.00.

In the author's Critical Introduction to the Commentary is contained a full

treatment of a large number of important topics connected with the study of

the Gospel, among which are the following: The Author of the Book— The
Sources of the Gospel— Object and Plan of the Gospel— Characteristics,

Style and Language— The Integrity of the Gospel— The Text — Literary

History.

FROM THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

If this Commentary has any special features, they will perhaps be found in

the illustrations from Jewish writings, in the abundance of references to the

Septuagint, and to the Acts and other books of the New Testament, in the

frequent quotations of renderings in the Latin versions, and in the attention

which has been paid, both in the Introduction and throughout the Notes, to

the marks of St. Luke's style.

" It is distinguished throughout by learning, sobriety of judgment, and
sound exegesis. It is a weighty contribution to the interpretation of the

Third Gospel, and will take an honorable place in the series of which it forms
a part."— Prof. D. D. Salmond, in the Critical Reviezv.

" We are pleased with the thoroughness and scientific accuracy of the inter-

pretations. ... It seems to us that the prevailing characteristic of the book
is common sense, fortified by learning and piety."— The Ho'ald and Presbyter.

"An important work, which no student of the Word of God can safely

neglect."— The Church Standard.
"The author has both the scholar's knowledge and the scholar's spirit

necessary for the preparation of such a commentary. . . . We know of

nothing on the Third Gospel which more thoroughly meets the wants of the

Biblical scholar."— The Outlook.
" The author is not only a profound scholar, but a chastened and reverent

Christian, who undertakes to interpret a Gospel of Christ, so as to show
Christ in his grandeur and loveliness of character."— The Southern Church-
man.

" It is a valuable and welcome addition to our somewhat scanty stock of

first-class commentaries on the Third Gospel. By its scholarly thoroughness
it well sustains the reputation which the International Series Has already

won."— Prof. J. H. Thayer, of Harvard University.

This volume having been so recently published, further notices are not yel

available.
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'''For the student this new comtnentary promises to be indispen-

sable:''— The Methodist Recorder.

ROMANS.
By the Rev. WILLIAM SANDAY, D.D.,

Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity, and Canon of Christ Church, Oxford,

AND THE

Rev. A. C. HEADLAfl, M.A.,
Fellow of All Souls' College, Oxford.

Crown 8vo. Net, $3.00.

" From my knowledge of Dr. Sanday, and from a brief examination of the

book, I am led to believe that it is our best critical handbook to the Epistle.

It combines great learning with practical and suggestive interpretation."—
Professor George B. Stevens, of Yale University.

" Professor Sanday is excellent in scholarship, and of unsurpassed candor.

The introduction and detached notes are highly interesting and instructive.

This commentary cannot fail to render the most valuable assistance to all

earnest students. The volume augurs well for the series of which it is a mem-
ber."— Professor George P. Fisher, 0/ Yale University.

"The scholarship and spirit of Dr. Sanday give assurance of an interpreta-

tion of the Epistle to the Romans which will be both scholarly and spiritual."

— Dr. Lyman Abbott.
" The work of the authors has been carefully done, and will prove an

acceptable addition to the literature of the great Epistle. The exegesis is

acute and learned . . . The authors show much familiarity with the work
of their predecessors, and write with calmness and lucidity."— New York
Observer.

" We are confident that this commentary will find a place in every thought-

ful minister's library. One may not be able to agree with the authors at some
points,— and this is true of all commentaries,— but they have given us a work
which cannot but prove valuable to the critical study of Paul's masterly epis-

tle."— Zion^s Advocate.
" We do not hesitate to commend this as the best commentary on Romans

yet written in English. It will do much to popularize this admirable and
much needed series, by showing that it is possible to be critical and scholarly

and at the same time devout and spiritual, and intelligible to plain Bible

I'eaders."— The Church Standard.
" A commentary with a very distinct character and purpose of its own,

which brings to students and ministers an aid which they cannot obtain else-

where. . . . There is probably no other commentary in which criticism has

been employed so successfully and impartially to bring out the author's

thought."— JV. Y. Independent.
" We have nothing but heartiest praise for the weightier matters of the

commentary. It is not only critical, but exegetical, expository, doctrinal,

practical, and eminently spiritual. The positive conclusions of the books are

very numerous and are stoutly, gloriously evangelical. . . . The commentary
does not fail to speak with the utmost reverence of the whole word of God."
The Congregationalist,
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''This admirable series.
''—The London Academy,

EPHESIANS AND COLOSSIANS.

By the Rev. T. K. ABBOTT, B.D., D. Litt.

Formerly Professor of Biblical Greek, now of Hebrew, Trinity College,

Dublin.

Crown 8vo. Net, $2.50.

" The latest volume of this admirable series is informed with the very

best spirit in which such work can be carried out—a spirit of absolute

fidelity to the demonstrable truths of critical science. . . . This summary
of the results of modern criticism applied to these two Pauline letters is,

for the use of scholarly students, not likely to be superseded."

—

The Lon-
don Academy.

" An able and independent piece of exegesis, and one that none of us can

afTord to be without. It is the work of a man who has made himself mas-

ter of his theme. His linguistic ability is manifest. His style is usually

clear. His exegetical perceptions are keen, and we are especially grateful

for his strong defence of the integrity and apostolicity of these two great

monuments of Pauline teaching."

—

77/e Expositor.

"It displays every mark of conscientious judgment, wide reading, and
grammatical insight. "

—

Literature.

" In discrimination, learning, and candor, it is the peer of the other vol-

umes of the series. The elaborate introductions are of special value."

—

Professor George B. Stevens, of Yale University.

" It is rich in philological material, clearly arranged, and judiciously

handled. The studies of words are uncommonly good. ... In the

balancing of opinions, in the distinguishing between fine shades of mean-
ing, it is both acute and sound."

—

T/ie Chiireh.

" The exegesis based so solidly on the rock foundation of philology is

argumentatively and convincingly strong. A spiritual and evangelical tenor

pervades the interpretation from first to last. . . . These elements, to-

gether with the author's full-orbed vision of the truth, with his discrimina-

tive judgment and his felicity of expression, make this the peer of any com-
mentary on these important letters,"

—

Tlic Standard.

" An exceedingly careful and painstaking piece of work. The introduc-

tory discussions of questions bearing on the authenticity and integrity (of

the epistles) are clear and candid, and the exposition of the text displays a

line scholarship and insight."

—

N^orthwestern Christian Advocate.

"The book is from first to last exegetical and critical. Every phrase in

the two Epistles is searched as with lighted candles. The authorities for

variant readings are canvassed but weighed, rather than counted. The mul-
tiform ancient and modern interpretations are investigated with the ex-

haustiveness of a German lecture-room, and the judicial spirit of an English

court-room. Special discussions are numerous and thorough."

—

The Con-

gn 'ga tionalist.
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"/ have already expressed my conviction that the Inter-

national Critical Co>n7nentary is the best critical commentary^

on the -whole Bible, in existence^—Dr. Lyman Abbott.

Philippians and Philemon

BY

REV. MARVIN R. VINCENT, D.D.

Professor of Biblical Literature in Union Theological Seminary, New Yurk.

Crown, 8vo, Net $2.00.

"It is, in short, in every way worthy of the series."

—

The Scotsman.

"Professor Vincent's Commentary on Philippians and Philemon

appears to me not less admirable for its literary merit than for its

scholarship and its clear and discriminating discussions of the contents

of these Epistles."

—

Dr. George P. Fisher.

" The book contains many examples of independent and judicial

weighing of evidence. We have been delighted with the portion

devoted to Philemon. Unlike most commentaries, this may wisely be

read as a whole."

—

The Congregationalist.

" Of the merits of the work it is enough to say that it is worthy of

its place in the noble undertaking to which it belongs. It is full of

just such information as the Bible student, lay or clerical, needs; and

while giving an abundance of the truths of erudition to aid the critical

student of the text, it abounds also in that more popular information

which enables the attentive reader almost to put himself in St. Paul's

place, to see with the eyes and feel with the heart of the Apostle to the

Gentiles."

—

Boston Adve7-tiser.

" If it is possible in these days to produce a commentary which will

be free from polemical and ecclesiastial bias, the feat will be accom-

plished in the International Critical Commentary. ... It is evident

that the writer has given an immense amount of scholarly research

and original thought to the subject The author's introduction

to the Epistle to Philemon is an admirable piece of literature, calcu-

lated to arouse in the student's mind an intense interest in the circum-

stances which produced this short letter from the inspired Apostle."

—

Commercial Advertiser.
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EDITORS' PREFACE.

Theology has made great and rapid advances in recent

years. New lines of investigation have been opened up,

fresh light has been cast upon many subjects of the deepest

interest, and the historical method has been applied with

important results. This has prepared the way for a Library

of Theological Science, and has created the demand for it

It has also made it at once opportune and practicable now

to secure the services of specialists in the different depart-

ments of Theology, and to associate them in an enterprise

which will furnish a record of Theological inquiry up to

date.

This Library is designed to cover the whole field of Chris-

tian Theology. Each volume is to be complete in itself,

while, at the same time, it will form part of a carefully

planned whole. One of the Editors is to prepare a volume

of Theological Encyclopaedia which will give the history

and literature of each department, as well as of Theology

as a whole.

The Library is intended to form a series of Text-Books

for Students of Theology.

The Authors, therefore, aim at conciseness and compact-

ness of statement. At the same time, they have in view



EDITORS' PREFACE.

that large and increasing class of students, in other depart-

ments of inquiry, who desire to have a systematic and thor-

ough exposition of Theological Science. Technical matters

will therefore be thrown into the form of notes, and the

text will be made as readable and attractive as possible.

The Library is international and interconfessional. It

will be conducted in a catholic spirit, and in the interests

of Theology as a science.

Its aim will be to give full and impartial statements both

of the results of Theological Science and of the questions

which are still at issue in the different departments.

The Authors will be scholars of recognized reputation in

the several branches of study assigned to them. They will

be associated with each other and with the Editors in the

effort to provide a series of volumes which may adequately

represent the present condition of investigation, and indi-

cate the way for further progress.

CHARLES A. BRIGGS.

STEWART D. F. SALMOND.

Theological Encyclopaedia. By Charles A. Briggs, D.D., Pro-
fessor of Biblical Theology,
Union Theological Seminary,
New York.

An Introduction to the Litera- By S. R. Driver, D.D., Regius Pro-
ture of the Old Testament. fessor of Hebrew, and Canon of

Christ Church, Oxford. {Revised
and enlarged edition.')

The Study of the Old Testa- By Herbert Edward Ryle, D.D.,
nient. President of Queen's College,

Cambridge, England.
Old Testament History. By Henry Preserved Smith, D.D.,

Professor of Biblical History,
Amherst College, Mass.

Contemporary History of the By Fraxcis Brown, D.D.. Profes-
Old Testament. sor of Hebrew, Union Theologi-

cal Seminary, New York.
Theology of the Old Testa- By A. B. Davidson, D.D. , LL.D.,
™ent. Professor of Hebrew, New Col-

lege, Edinburgh.
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An Introduction to the Litera-
ture of the New Testament.

Canon and Text of the New
Testament.

The Life of Christ.

A History of Christianity in

the Apostolic Age.

Contemporary History of the
New Testament.

Theology of the New Testa-
ment.

The Ancient Catholic Church.

The Latin Church.

History of Christian Doctrine.

Christian Institutions.

Philosophy of Religion.

Comparative Religion.

Apologetics.

Christian Ethics.

The Christian Pastor and the
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AN INTRODUCTION TO

The Literature of the Old Testament

By Prof. 5. R. DRIVER, D.D.

Canon of Christ Church, Oxford

New Edition Revised

Crown 8vo, 558 pages, $2.50 net

" It is the most scholarly and critical work in the English lan-
guage on the literature of the Old Testament, and fully up to the
present state of research in Germany."—Prof. Philip Schaff, D.D.

" Canon Driver has arranged his material excellently, is succinct
without being hurried or unclear, and treats the various critical prob-
lems involved with admirable fairness and good judgment."

—Prof. C. H. Toy.

"His judgment is singularly fair, calm, unbiassed, and inde-
pendent. It is also thoroughly reverential. . . . The service,

which his book will render in the present confusion of mind on this

great subject, can scarcely be overestimated."

—

The London Times.

"As a whole, there is probably no book in the English language
equal to this ' Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament'
for the student who desires to understand what the modern criticism
thinks about the Bible."—Dr. Lyman Abbott, in the Outlook.

" The book is one worthy of its subject, thorough in its treat-

ment, reverent in its tone, sympathetic in its estimate, frank in its

recognition of difficulties, conservative (in the best sense of the
word) in its statement of results."

—Prof. Henry P. Smith, in the Magazine of Christian Literature.

" In working out his method our author takes up each book in

order and goes through it with marvelous and microscopic care.
Every verse, every clause, word by word, is sifted and weighed, and
its place in the literary organism decided upon."

— The Presbyteriaii Quarterly.

" It contains just that presentation of the results of Old Testa-
ment criticism for which English readers in this department have
been waiting. . . . The whole book is excellent; it will be found
helpful, characterized as it is all through by that scholarly poise of
mind, whicb, when it does not know, is not ashamed to present de-
grees of probability."

—

Neio World.

"... Canon Driver's book is characterized throughout by
thorough Christian scholarship, faithful research, caution in the
expression of mere opinions, candor in the statement of facts and of

the necessary inferences from them, and the devout recognition of

the divine inworking m the religious life of the Hebrews, and of the
tokens of divine inspiration in the literature which records and em-
bodies it,"—Dr. A. P. Peabody, in the Cambtidi^e Tribune.



A HISTORY OF

CHRISTIANITY IN THE APOSTOLIC AGE

BY

ARTHUR CUSHMAN McGIFFERT, Ph.D., D.D.

IVashburti Professor of Church History in the Union Theological Seminary, Nezu York.

Crown 8vo, 681 Pages, $2.50 Net.

" The author's work is ably done. . . . This volume is worthy of

its place in the series."

—

The Coiigrc-gatioualist.

" Invaluable as a resume of the latest critical work upon the great forma-
tive period of the Christian Church."

—

T/ie Christian IVorhf (London).

"There can be no doubt that this is a remarkable work, both on account
of the thoroughness of its criticism and the boldness of its views."

— The Scotsiiiati.

"The ability and learning of Professor McGiffert's work on the Apos-
tolic Age, and, whatever dissent there may be from its critical opinion, its

manifest sincerity, candid scholars will not fail to appreciate."

—Dr. George P. Fisher, of Yale University.

" Pre-eminently a clergyman's book; but there are many reasons why it

should be in the library of every thoughtful Christian person. The style

is vivid and at times picturesque. The results rather than the processes of

learning are exhibited. It is full of local color, of striking narrative, and of

keen, often brilliant, character analysis. It is an admirable book for the

Sunday-school teacher."

—

Boston Advertiser.

" For a work of such wide learning and critical accuracy, and which deals

with so many difficult and abstruse problems of Christian history, this is re-

markably readable."

—

The Independent.

"It is certain that Professor McGiflert's work has set the mark for

future effort in the obscure fields of research into Christian origin."—New York TribiDie.

"Dr. McGiffert has produced an able, scholarly, suggestive, and con-

structive work. He is in thorough and easy possession of his sources and
materials, so that his positive construction is seldom interrupted by citations,

the demolition of opposing views, or the irrelevant discussion of subordinate

questions."

—

The Methodist Review.

"The clearness, self-consistency, and force of the whole impression of

Apostolic Christianity with which we leave this book, goes far to guarantee

its permanent value and success."

—

The Expositor.



History of Christian Doctrine.
BY

GEORGE P. FISHER, D.D.,

Tjtus Street Professor of Ecclesiastical History in Yale University.

Crown 8vo, 583 pages, $2.50 net.

" He gives ample proof of rare scholarship. Many of the old doc-

trines are restated with a freshness, lucidity and elegance of style

which make it a very readable book."— The New York Observer.

"Intrinsically this volume is worthy of a foremost place m our
modern literature . . . We have no work on the subject in English
equal to it, for variety and range, clearness of statement, judicious

guidance, and catholicity of tone."

—

London Nonconformist and Inde-

pendent,

" It is only just to say that Dr. Fisher has produced the best His-

tory of Doctrine that we have in English."

—

The Neiu York Evangelist.

" It is to me quite a marvel how a book of this kind (Fisher's

•History of Christian Doctrine') can be written so accurately to

scale. It could only be done by one who had a very complete com-
mand of all the periods."— Prof. William Sanday, Oxford.

"It presents so many new and fresh points and is so thoroughly
treated, and brings into view contemporaneous thought, especially

the American, that it is a pleasure to read it, and will be an equal
pleasure to go back to it again and again."

—

Bishop John F. Hurst.

" Throughovit there is manifest wide reading, careful prepara-
tion, spirit and good judgment,"

—

Philadelphia Presbyterian.

" The language and style are alike delightfully fresh and easy
. . . A book which will be found both stimulating and instructive

to the student of theology."

—

The Churchmati.

"Professor Fisher has trained the public to expect the excellen-

cies of scholarship, candor, judicial equipoise and admirable lucidity

and elegance of style in whatever comes from his pen. But in the
present work he has surpassed himself."

—

Prof. J. H. Thayer, of
Harvard Divinity School.

" It meets the severest standard; there is fullness of knowledge,
thorough research, keenly analytic thought, and rarest enrichment
for a positive, profound and learned critic. There is interpretative

and revealing sympathy. It is of the class of works that mark epochs
in their several departments."

—

The Outlook.

" As a first study of the History of Doctrine, Professor Fisher's

volume has the merit of being full, accurate and interesting."

—Prof. Marcus Dods.

"
. , . He gathers up, reorganizes and presents the results of

investigation in a style rarely full of literary charm."
— The Interior,



CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS.

By ALEXANDER V. G. ALLEN, D.D.

Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the Episcopal Theological School
in Cambridge.

Crown 8vo, 577 pages, $2.50 net.

" Professor Allen's Christian Institutions may be regarded as the most
important permanent contribution which the Protestant Episcopal Church
of the United States has yet made to general theological thought. In a few
particulars it will not command the universal, or even the general assent of

discriminating readers ; but it will receive, as it deserves, the respect and
appreciation of those who rightly estimate the varied, learned, and independ-

ent spirit of the author."

—

T/ie Ainerican Journal of Theology.

" As to his method there can be no two opinions, nor as to the broad,

critical, and appreciative character of his study. It is an immensely sug-

gestive, stimulating, and encouraging piece of work. It shows that modern
scholarship is not all at sea as to results, and it presents a worthy view of a

great and noble subject, the greatest and noblest of all subjects."

—

The In-

dependent.

"This will at once take its place among the most valuable volumes in the
' International Theological Library,' constituting in itself a very complete

epitome both of general church history and of the history of doctrines.

A single quotation well illustrates the brilliant style and the pro-

found thought of the book."

—

The Bibliotheca Sacra.

" The wealth of learning, the historical spirit, the philosophic grasp, the

loyalty to the continuity of life, which everywhere characterize this thorough

study of the organization, creeds, and cultus constituting Christian Institu-

tion. . . . However the reader may differ with the conclusions of the

author, few will question his painstaking scholarship, judicial temperament,

and catholicity of Christian spirit."

—

The Advance.

" It is an honor to American scholarship, and will be read by all who
wish to be abreast of the age."

—

The Lutheran Church Rcvietv.

" With all its defects and limitations, this is a most illuminating and sug-

gestive book on a subject of abiding interest."

—

The Christian Jnielli-
gencer."

" It is a treasury of expert knowledge, arranged in an orderly and lucid

manner, and more than ordinarily readable. ... It is controlled by the

candid and critical spirit of the careful historian who, of course, has his

convictions and preferences, but who makes no claims in their behalf which

the facts do not seem to warrant."

—

The Congregationalist.

" He writes in a charming style, and has collected a vast amount of im-

portant material pertaining to his subject which can be found in no other

work in so compact a form."

—

The Neio Yo7-k Obserz'cr.
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Apologetics

;

Or, Christianity Defensively Stated.

By ALEXANDER BALMAIN BRUCE, D.D.,

Professor of Apologretics and New Testament Exegesis, Free Church College,
Glasgow ; Author of " The Training of the Twelve," " The Humilia^

tion of Christ," " The Kingdom of God," etc.

Crown 8vo, 528 pages, $2.50 net.

Professor Bruce's work is not an abstract treatise on apologetics,
but an apologetic presentation of the Christian faith, with reference
to whatever in our intellectual environment makes faith difficult at
the present time.

It addresses itself to men whose sympathies are with Christianity,
and discusses the topics of pressing concern—the burning questions
of the hour. It is offered as an aid to faith rather than a buttress of
received belief and an armory of weapons for the orthodox believer.

'

' The book throughout exhibits the methods and the results of
conscientious, independent, expert and devout Biblical scholarship,
and it is of permanent value."

—

T/te Cougregationalist.

"The practical value of this book entitles it to a place in the
first rank."

—

The Independent.

" A patient and scholarly presentation of Christianity under
aspects best fitted to commend it to 'ingenuous and truth-loving
minds.' "

—

The N'ation.

"The book is well-nigh indispensable to those who propose to
keep abreast of the times."

—

Western Christian Advocate.

"Professor Bruce does not consciously evade any difficulty,

and he constantly aims to be completely fair-minded. For this
reason he wins from the start the strong confidence of the reader."

—

A dvance.

"Its admirable spirit, no less than the strength of its arguments,
will go far to remove many of the prejudices or doubts of those who
are outside of Christianity, but who are, nevertheless, not infidels."

—

A'ew York Tribune.

" In a word, he tells precisely what all intelligent persons wish to
know, and tells it in a clear, fresh and convincing manner. Scarcely
anyone has so successfully rendered the service of showing what
the result of the higher criticism is for the proper understanding of
the history and religion of Israel."

—

Andover Review.

" We have not for a long time taken a book in hand that is more
stimulating to faith. . . . Without commenting further, we repeat
that this volume is the ablest, most scholarly, most advanced, and
sharpest defence of Christianity that has ever been written. No
theological library should be without it."

—

Zion s Herald.



Christian Ethics,

By NEWMAN SMYTH, D.D., New Haven.

Crown 8vo, 508 pages, $2.50 net.

"As this book is the latest, so it is the fullest and most atiractive

treatment of the subject that we are familiar with. Patient and ex-

haustive in its method of inquiry, and stimulating and sviggestive in,

the topic it handles, we are confident that it will be a help to the
task of the moral understanding and interpretation of human life."

— T/ie Living Church.

'
' This book of Dr. Newman Smyth is of extraordinary interest and

value. It is an honor to American scholarship and American Chris-

tian thinking. It is a work which has been wrought out with re-

markable grasp of conception, and power of just analysis, fullness of
information, richness of thought, and affluence of apt and luminous
illustration. Its style is singularly clear, simple, facile, and strong.

Too much gratification can hardly be expressed at the way the author
lifts the whole subject of ethics up out of the slough of mere natural-

ism into its own place, where it is seen to be illumined by the Chris-

tian revelation and vision."

—

TAe Advance.

" The subjects treated cover the whole field of moral and spiritual re-

lations, theoretical and practical, natural and revealed, individual and social,

civil and ecclesiastical. To enthrone the personal Christ as the true content

of the ethical ideal, to show how this ideal is realized in Christian conscious-

ness and how applied in the varied departments of practical life— these are

the main objects of the book and no objects could be loftier."

— The Congrcgationalist.

" The author has written with competent knowledge, with great spiritual

insight, and in a tone of devoutness and reverence worthy of his theme."
— TJw London Independent.

"It is methodical, comprehensive, and readable ; few subdivisions,

direct or indirect, are omitted in the treatment of the broad theme, and
though it aims to be an exhaustive treatise, and not a popular handbook, it

may be perused at random with a good deal of suggestiveness and profit."

— Tlie Sunday School Times.

" It reflects great credit on the author, presenting an exemplary temper

and manner throughout, being a model of clearness in thought and term,

and containing passages of exquisite finish."

—

Hartford Seminary Record.

" We commend this book to all reading, intelligent men, and especially

to ministers, who will find in it many fresh suggestions."

—I'ROKEssoR A. B. Bruce.



THE CHRISTIAN PASTOR AND THE

WORKING CHURCH

By WASHINGTON GLADDEN, D.D., LL.D.

Author of "Applied Christianity," "Who Wrote the Bible?" " Ruling

Ideas of the Present Age," etc.

Crown 8vo, 485 pages, $2.5o net.

" Dr. Gladden may be regarded as an expert and an authority on practi-

cal theology. . . . Upon the whole we judge that it will be of great

service to the ministry of all the Protestant churches."

—

T/ie Interior.

" Packed with wisdom and instruction and a profound piety.

It is pithy, pertinent, and judicious from cover to cover. . . . An ex-

ceedingly comprehensive, sagacious, and suggestive study and application

of its theme."

—

T/ie Congregatiottalist.

" We have here, for the pastor, the most modern practical treatise yet

published—sagacious, balanced, devout, inspiring."

—

The Dial.

" His long experience, his eminent success, his rare literary ability, and
his diligence as a student combine to make of this a model book for its pur-

pose. . . . We know not where the subjects are more wisely discussed
than here."

—

The Bibliotheca Sacra.

" This book should be the vade mecitvi of every working pastor. It

abounds in wise counsels and suggestions, the result of large experience
and observation. No sphere of church life or church work is left untreated."— The (Canadian) Alethodist Magazine afid Review.

" A happier combination of author and subject, it will be acknowledged,
can hardly be found. ... It is comprehensive, practical, deeply
spiritual, and fertile in wise and suggestive thought upon ways and means
of bringing the Gospel to bear on the lives of men."

—

The Christian Ad-
vocate.

" Dr. Gladden wr'tes with pith and point, but with wise moderation, a
genial tone and great good sense. . . . The book is written in an excel-

lent, business-like and vital English style, which carries the author's point

and purpose and has an attractive vitality of its own."

—

The Independent.

"A comprehensive, inspiring, and helpful guide to a busy pastor. One
finds in it a multitude of practical suggestions for the development of the
spiritual and working life of the Church, and the answer to many problems
that are a constant perplexity to the faithful minister."

The Christian Intelligencer.
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