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By Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) 
Translated by Thomas Kingsmill Abbott (1829-1913) 

The Critique of Practical Reason (Kritik der praktischen Vernunft) is the second of 
Immanuel Kant’s three critiques, first published in 1788. It follows on from his 
Critique of Pure Reason and deals with his moral philosophy. The second Critique 
exercised a decisive influence over the subsequent development of the field of 
ethics and moral philosophy, becoming the principle reference point for ethical 
systems that focus on the rightness or wrongness of actions themselves, as 
opposed to the rightness or wrongness of the consequences of those actions. 
Subsequently termed “deontological ethics,” Kant’s ethical system also laid the 
groundwork of moral absolutism, the belief that there are absolute standards 
against which moral questions can be judged, and that certain actions are right or 
wrong, devoid of the context of the act. (Summary by Wikipedia and Ticktockman)  

Read by Sibella Denton, James Christopher, Ransom, Andrea Fiore, Julie VW, Anna 
Simon, Carl Manchester, D. E. Wittkower, Gesine, & Kara Shallenberg.  Total 
running time: 06:43:40. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

Cover image is the back endpaper of a book bound by Victor Champs (1884). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU 
and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public 
domain.  
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