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PREFACE 

THE design of the Fur, Feather, and Fin Series is 

<tg present monographs, as complete as they can 
possibly be made, on the various English birds, 

beasts and fishes which are generally included 

~under the head of Game. 

Books on Natural History cover such a vast 

number of subjects that their writers necessarily 

find it impossible to deal with each in a really 

comprehensive manner ; and it is not within 

the scope of such works exhaustively to discuss 

the animals described, in the light of objects of 

sport. Books on sport, again, seldom treat at 

length of the Natural History of the creatures 

which are shot or otherwise taken ; and, so far 

as the Editor is aware, in no book hitherto 

published on Natural History or Sport has 

information been given as to the best methods 

of turning the contents of the bag to account. 



a PREFACE 

Each volume of the present Series will, there- 

fore, be devoted to a bird, beast, or fish. Their 

origin will be traced, their birth and breeding 

described, every known method of circumventing 

and killing them—not omitting the methods em- 

ployed by the poacher—will be explained with 

special regard to modern developments, and 

they will only be left when on the table in 

the most appetising forms which the delicate 

science of cookery has discovered. 

ALFRED E. T. WATSON. 
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THE RABBIT 

CHAPTER I 

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE RABBIT 

As a ‘beast of warren’ the rabbit has been well 

known in England for many centuries. Whether it 

is indigenous to this country, or whether, like the 

pheasant, the swan, and the fallow deer, it was intro- 

duced by the Romans, as some have asserted, is a 

question which, for want of direct evidence, will 

perhaps never be satisfactorily settled. We have it 

on the authority of the Yorkshire antiquary Whitaker 

that we are indebted to Roman enterprise, not only 

for the introduction of the rabbit, but also for the 

ferret, which they employed to hunt it; and the Latin 

names for these animals, cunéculus and furectus, both 

of which are described by Pliny,! give some colour to 

the assertion. 

From what is stated by Greek and Latin authors, 

) Hist. Nat. viii. 55. 
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it may be safely inferred that in early times the rabbit 

was not indigenous either in Greece or Italy, nor was 

it known eastward of these countries. The ancient 

Jews were unacquainted with it, and there is no 

mention of it in the Bible; for it is now generally 

acknowledged that the Hebrew word sképhan, which, 

in the Authorised Version, is rendered ‘coney of the 

rock,’ is not our familiar rodent, but the Syrian Hyrax 

(Hyrax syriacus). The ancient classic authors, then, 

derived their knowledge of it through the early ex- 

plorers of Western Europe. Strabo, writing about the 

year 50 B.c., expressly mentions the rabbit as being 

abundant in Spain. He writes: ‘Of destructive 

animals there are scarcely any with the exception of 

certain little hares which burrow in the ground (mAjv 

Tov yewptywv aydéwv) and destroy both seeds and 

plants by gnawing at the roots. They are met with 

throughout almost the whole of Spain, extending to 

Marseilles, and infesting the islands also. It is said 

that formerly the inhabitants of the islands Majorca 

and Minorca sent a deputation to the Romans soliciting 

that a new land might be given them, as they were 

quite driven out of their country by those animals, 

being no longer able to stand against their vast multi- 

tudes.’ Further on he observes that to check the 

increase of these ‘little hares,’ many ways of hunting 
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have been devised, amongst others by wild weasels 

from Africa trained for the purpose (Kat 8) yadas 

dypias &s 7% AuBin héper tpépovow emirndes). Having 

muzzled these, they turn them into the holes, where 

they either drag out the animals they find there with 

their claws, or compel them to fly to the surface, 

where they are taken by people standing by for that 

purpose.! 

fElian, also, who lived in the third century of the 

Christian era, particularly describes the rabbits of 

Spain.? Pliny says: ‘There is also a species of hare in 

Spain, which is called cvnéculus ; it is extremely prolific, 

and produces famine in the Balearic islands, by destroy- 

ing the harvests.’ Further on he adds: ‘It is a well- 

known fact that the inhabitants of the Balearic islands 

begged of the late Emperor Augustus the aid of a 

number of soldiers to prevent the too rapid increase 

of these animals. Ferrets (viverre) are much prized 

on account of their hunting these animals; they are 

put into the burrows, with their numerous outlets, 

which the rabbits form, and from which circumstance 

they derive their name ; and as the ferrets drive them 

out, they are taken above.’* The Latin word cuniculus 

denotes both a rabbit and an underground passage. 

' Geograph. iii, 2, §6. 2 Hast. Nat. xiii. 15. 
3 Hist. Nat. viii. 55. 

B2 
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Varro! suggests that the rabbit derived its name from 

the burrow it forms, and Martial avers that rabbits 

first taught men to undermine enemies’ towns.” 

Cognate with the Latin cumniculus we have the 

Italian coniglio, Spanish conejo, Belgic onin, Danish 

and Swedish aning, German kaninchen, Old French 

connin, Welsh ceeningen, and Old English conyng and 

coney, which, indeed, is our oldest name for the animal. 

The word rabbit, anciently vadde/, was originally 

applied only to the young animal. In the Promptortum 

Parvulorum (1440) we find ‘Rabet, a yonge conye,’ 

apparently derived through a French source, as 

indicated by the diminutive termination, e/fe. In 

Russell’s ‘ Book of Nurture’ (1424) we find raddettes. 

At the present day, as everyone knows, the name 

rabbit is bestowed indifferently on young and old. 

Another name for the animal, to be found in 

ancient books on hunting, is 7Zo¢e, the use of which 

may be here referred to incidentally as explaining the 

meaning of the phrase ‘to run riot.’ In an old MS. 

preserved in the Bodleian Library we may read the 

following instructive directions to a huntsman :— 

‘What rache (7.e. a hound hunting by scent) that 

renneth to a conyng yn any tyme, hym aughte to be 

ascryed (ze, assailed with a shout), saying to hym 

' De Re Rustica, iii. 12, §6. 2 Epigr. xiii. 60. 
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loude war ryote war / for noon other wylde beest yn 

Ingelande is called xyore saf the conyng alonly.’ 

The structural differences between a rabbit and a 

hare are chiefly apparent in the skull, and the relative 

length of the ears and hind limbs, which are much 

shorter in the rabbit than in the hare. In the latter 

animal we note the greater complexity of the maxillo- 

turbinal bones, and Professor Rolleston, commenting 

upon this, observed, ‘It is obvious that the rabbit, 

living usually in a subterranean atmosphere, is 

advantaged by having that atmosphere warmed as 

much as possible before entering the lungs.’ 

The dentition in both hare and rabbit is typical 

of a rodent or gnawing animal. Four large incisors, 

two in the upper and two in the lower jaw, are formed 

of hard bone (dentine), the front surfaces being com- 

posed of layers of very hard enamel. In the natural 

condition these teeth are in opposition, and wear 

each other away in the act of gnawing. The hard 

enamel in the upper pair cuts away the softer dentine 

in the lower, leaving the sharp front edge of enamel 

standing up like the edge of a chisel, and the lower 

perform the same duty for the upper. Thus four 

sharp chisel-edged teeth are formed, which act most 

efficiently in gnawing the hard food of the rodent, 

such as bark or roots. If by any accident the lower 
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jaw of the animal is displaced, as occasionally happens 

from the impact of a shot, the incisors in the fractured 

jaw are distorted, and do not meet those above them, 

and as they are not then worn away by use, they con- 

tinue to grow, sometimes to an extraordinary length. 

The manner in which animals thus deformed adapt 

themselves to new conditions is marvellous. They 

not only contrive to feed, but to live a long time after 

the injury, as shown by the ossified condition of the 

fracture when at length it comes to be examined. 

The different mode in which hares and rabbits feed 

is noteworthy. A Suffolk farmer, who is a good 

sportsman as well as shrewd observer of facts con- 

nected with natural history, asserts that you may 

generally tell whether your turnips are nibbled by 

hares or rabbits by the difference in the mode of 

attacking the roots. A hare will bite off the peel and 

leave it on the ground ; a rabbit will eat peel and all. 

There is a marked difference also in the method 

pursued by a rabbit and a rat when eating a turnip, 

as observed by Mr. R. M. Barrington. If the turnip 

is growing, and a portion of the bulb is still in the 

ground, a rat generally eats all round it and leaves 

the centre for the last ; whereas a rabbit begins at one 

side and works right through to the other side. A 

rat will bite off the rind, as a hare does, and will leave 
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it in chips on the ground ; a rabbit, as just remarked, 

will eat peel and all. Rats very often will leave a 

turnip half eaten to go to another ; but if they mean 

to consume the bulb, they invariably finish in the 

middle. The top falls over at last with a truncated 

portion of the bulb attacked. 

In pointing out some of the most marked dif- 

ferences which exist between a rabbit and a hare, 

allusion has been made ¢uéer alia to that which exists 

in the relative length of the limbs, and this is cor- 

related with the different mode of retreat adopted by 

«the two species. A rabbit seeks safety by conceal- 

ment in a burrow; a hare seeks safety in flight. 

Obviously the greater length of the hind legs in the 

latter animal gives greater power and speed, and this 

is especially noticeable when a hare is going uphill. 

The shorter limbs of the rabbit are useful in other 

ways, namely, for throwing out the soil behind it when 

burrowing, and for giving the alarm to its companions 

by thumping on the ground, and so attracting the 

attention of those within hearing. 

The advantage of having a white under-surface 

to the tail is also apparent on reflection ; for when, 

on the approach of an intruder while rabbits are 

out feeding, those nearest to him begin to scuttle 

away, the little white flag in motion at once attracts 
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the attention of others, and all speedily make for 

their burrows. 

One of the most important differences between 

the rabbit and hare is the condition of the young 

at birth. In the case of the former, the young are 

born underground, and are blind at birth;! in the 

case of the latter they are deposited in a ‘form’ on 

the surface of the ground, and are born with the eyes 

open. This difference is correlated, no doubt, with 

the divergent habits of the two species ; for the very 

young leverets are so soon able to move away from the 

place of their birth that they do not stand in need of ° 

the same protection and concealment as the blind and 

helpless young of the coney. 

The wild rabbit will begin to breed at the age of 

six months, and may have half a dozen litters in a 

year. Early rabbits will breed the same year. The 

period of gestation is twenty-eight days, and the 

number of young in a litter is generally from five to 

seven. 

' In the case of a rabbit in captivity it was observed that 

the doe went 29 days with young, which were not only born 

blind but with their ears closed ; nor could they move them 
until the tenth day. On the eleventh day they began to see ; 

on the twelfth their ears were quite open, and on the thirteenth 

day they could erect their ears. They shed their first coat 
when about three months old. 
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Instances in which rabbits have produced their 

young aboveground, like hares, have been occasion- 

ally reported, but cannot be regarded as common. A 

good deal depends upon the nature of the soil in the 

locality frequented by them. For example, on moors 

where the soil is very wet, rabbits will sometimes 

refrain from burrowing, and content themselves with 

runs and galleries formed in the long matted heather 

and herbage. In very stony ground, too, where 

burrowing is more laborious, they will sometimes 

merely scratch a slight hollow, and make a ‘form’ 

like a hare. In Zhe Field of December 2, 1876, 

Mr. W. Southam, of Durrington, near Amesbury, re- 

ported a typical case of a rabbit breeding above 

ground. On November 27, a flat ‘form,’ like that of 

a hare, was found in turnips, and contained four 

newly born young. Unluckily the old doe was shot 

as she left the ‘form’ before it was discovered. 

Another observer, Mr. John Cordeaux, of Great 

Cotes, Lincolnshire, found four young rabbits a few 

days old ina bare fallow field in the Humber marshes. 

They were nestling together in a slight hollow bedded 

with down. There was no covert or shelter whatever 

for them, the nest being as bare and exposed as that 

of a lapwing. In some cases in which newly born 
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young have been found aboveground, it is quite 

likely that they may have been temporarily removed 

by the parent from some source of danger, as, for 

example, the flooding of the burrow by heavy rain. 

Under such circumstances these animals will quickly 

remove their young, carrying them one at a time in 

the mouth, as a cat does her kittens. One of the 

oddest places in which to find young rabbits, that we 

can call to mind, was the body of a ‘scarecrow.’ It 

had lain in a field, near Oakham, since the previous 

autumn, and consisted of an old bag stuffed with 

straw. Inside this, the following spring, were found 

five young rabbits.! 

Although the regular breeding season with rabbits 

is from February until September, does in young are 

sometimes killed as late as November ? ; but this is 

not a common occurrence, and is perhaps to be attri- 

buted to the prevalence at the time of very mild and 

open weather. 

The practice of ferreting and shooting rabbits 

after the close of the shooting season, say, after the 

‘ Although many cases have been reported of hares going 

to ground, generally when pursued and hard pressed, we are 

not aware that any instance has been noted of a hare producing 

young in a burrow. White hares constantly seek refuge in 

rocks—that is, in holes under rocks and stones. 

2 The Field, December 14, 1889. 
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first of February, has always seemed to us a repre- 

hensible one. As above stated, rabbits begin to 

breed in February, and while there can be no satis- 

faction in shooting does that are scarcely able to run, 

a great deal of cruelty is thoughtlessly perpetrated by 

killing rabbits whose young ones are consequently 

left to die of starvation in the burrow. Keepers, by 

way of excuse, will assert that they have not had time 

to kill the rabbits by the end of the shooting season. 

But this is nonsense. There is plenty of time if they 

choose to do it, and without disturbing the coverts 

too, for they can ferret and catch them in nets, a 

proceeding which, if quietly and properly carried 

out, will not unduly disturb the pheasants. In our 

opinion, rabbits should not be maintained in such 

numbers that they cannot be killed down, so far as 

is necessary, between September 1 and February 1. 

Humanitarians, no doubt, would advocate a close 

time for rabbits in the spring; but, in view of the 

extraordinary rate at which these animals increase, 

and the adverse nature of existing legislation, as indi- 

cated by the Ground Game Act of 1880, it is extremely 

doubtful whether such a measure would be generally 

acceptable. 

One may tell an old rabbit from a young one 

by feeling the joints of the forelegs. When the 
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extremities of the two bones which unite to form the 

joint are so close together that no space can be felt 

between them, the rabbit is an old one. On the 

other hand, if there is a perceptible separation at the 

joint the animal is a young one, and is more or less 

so as the bones are more or less separated. Another 

mode of distinguishing the two is by the claws, which 

in an old rabbit are very long and rough, in a young 

one short and smooth. The latter also has a softer 

coat. 

When fresh killed a rabbit will be stiff and the 

flesh white and dry; when stale it will be limp, and 

the flesh will have a bluish tinge. 

When taken young and domesticated, wild rabbits 

not only become soon accustomed to the altered con- 

ditions of life, but will live for many years in captivity. 

One, which was captured in Buckinghamshire when 

about ten days old and brought to London, had 

the run of the house and area, was tame, amusing, 

and cleanly in its habits. It would follow the cook 

about like a dog, and was a constant playmate in 

the nursery. In these circumstances it lived for six 

years. ! 

A wild rabbit, which had been captured in 

February, 1873, when only a few weeks old, and was 

1 The Field, July 16, 1892. 
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brought up by hand, was reported to be alive and 

well in its eleventh year,! 

The average weight of a wild rabbit may be set 

down at from 3 lb. to 3$1b., or about the same 

weight as a good wild mallard, or a cock pheasant ; 

but, as in the case of pheasants, much depends upon 

the abundance or otherwise of food, and the differ- 

ence in weight between rabbits on a light soil, 

with nothing but innutritious grass to feed upon, 

and those from highly cultivated farm-lands, growing 

plenty of roots and clover, is very noticeable. In 

The Field of December 3, 1892, it was noted that a 

rabbit, shot in Lincolnshire, weighed 41b. ro oz., and 

several have been recorded which weighed consider- 

ably over 41b.?- An old buck, killed in the snow just 

before Christmas, weighed 4 1b. 13 0z. before being 

paunched, and this was in a district where no fresh 

stock had been introduced to increase the size. 

Under similar conditions, at Newport Pagnell, in 

January, 1890, one which attracted attention from 

its size was found to turn the scales at 4 lb. 14 oz. 

Rabbits weighing 5 lb. and upwards, although of 

course not common, have several times been reported. 

One such, killed at Hambleton, South Buckingham- 

1 The Zoologist, 1883, p. 173. 

2 See The Field of September 30, 1893; October 17 and 

November 21, 1896. 
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shire, weighed 5 Ib. 2 0z.; and another, caught by a 

dog at East Molesey, just below Tagg’s Island, was 

stated to have weighed 5 lb. 10 oz. when paunched.' 

A correspondent at Lichfield wrote word, in February, 

18go0, that he had obtained one which weighed 6 lb. 

all but 2 oz., and was of opinion that it was a pure- 

bred wild rabbit. 

When so-called wild rabbits of such extraordinary 

size are reported, there is naturally some reason to 

suspect that they must be the result of a cross with 

tame rabbits, that have been turned down, if not on 

the same ground, at all events on adjoining land ; 

and in some cases this has been proved to be so. 

For example, in Zhe Field of February 14, 1891, 

Mr. G. M. Chamberlain, of Stratton Strawless, near 

Norwich, wrote to report that he had shot a rabbit in 

one of the coverts there, which weighed no less than 

64, lb. ; but the following week a former agent on 

the estate announced that he well remembered several 

half-bred animals being killed there in 1881, and that 

on inquiry he had discovered that tame ones had 

been turned down to increase the size, and that 

some killed that ‘year were marked with white. 

We regard it as a mistake to turn down tame 

rabbits on a sporting estate, for although the result no 

! The Field, January 7, 1888. 
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doubt will be to increase the size of the progeny, that 

is not what is wanted if they are to afford sport with 

the gun, and tame rabbits will not burrow, but live on 

the surface like hares. The desideratum is a strong 

active rabbit with the highest possible turn of speed, 

and not a clumsy animal that can hardly be made to 

move. In a warren, of course, where rabbits are only 

reared for market, and are always ferreted and netted, 

or trapped, the case is different ; speed counts for 

nothing, and the heavier the animal the better will be 

the market price obtained. 

Size may be increased by cutting if desired,! 

although for sporting purposes, as above remarked, 

no advantage will be gained therefrom. 

It is remarkable that insular forms are always 

much smaller than those on a mainland, and a 

notable instance of this may be observed in the 

rabbits on the island of Porto Santo, Madeira. This 

feral breed, however, is known to have descended from 

some which were turned down about the year 1418 

by Gonzales Zarco. They are now much smaller 

than their European relatives, being nearly one-third 

less in weight; the upper parts are much redder 

and the lower surface greyer, while the tail is reddish 

brown above. 

' Daniel, vol. i. p. 486. 
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Rabbits exist on the Saltee and Keragh Islands 

off the coast of Wexford, and on the Island of 

Inishtrahull, Co. Donegal; but evidence is wanting to 

show whether they are smaller, lighter in weight, or 

darker in colour. This might be ascertained, and it 

would be interesting also to obtain statistics on these 

points from some of the western isles of Scotland ; for 

instance, from the Isle of Handa, Sutherlandshire, 

where rabbits are very abundant. 

Within certain limits, wild rabbits are subject to 

some variation in colour, without any admixture from 

tame stock. White, black, sandy, and silver-grey are 

all well-known varieties, and although they cannot be 

said to be common, several localities might be men- 

tioned in which there is an unusual preponderance of 

either white or black ones.! White ones may be 

seen any day in Bosworth Park, Leicester, and on the 

estate of Mr. Joseph Lescher, of Boyles Court, Essex ; 

and black ones occur sporadically in Cheshire, notably 

in the large warrens of Lyme Park, and not infre- 

quently in the coverts of Mr. Assheton Smith, of 

Vaynol, North Wales. Dr. Laver, in his recently 

published work on the mammalian fauna of Essex, 

1 See The Zoologist, 1866, p. 385; and Zhe Essex Naturalist, 

vol. ii. p. 33, and vol. iii. p. 25. 
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states that a silver-grey rabbit is generally black in its 

first coat. 

‘ Silver-greys’ can be readily reared in the open, 

and there is no difficulty in keeping them apart from 

the ordinary wild stock ; but they have nothing to 

recommend them from the sportsman’s point of 

view, and the value of their skins at the present day 

is hardly sufficient to warrant any special outlay in 

rearing them. 

The question whether rabbits and hares ever 

interbreed is one that is frequently asked, and appa- 

rently many persons believe in its possibility. They 

point to the so-called ‘Belgian Hare’ or ‘ Leporine,’ 

which they assert is a well-known hybrid between 

these two species. That the animal is well known 

there is no doubt; it appears at every rabbit and 

poultry show of importance, and special prizes are 

offered for the most typical specimens. Its appear- 

ance, too, is that of a hybrid hare; but the resem- 

blance is merely superficial. About forty years ago 

a breed of rabbits originated in Belgium which some- 

what distantly resembled the ordinary brown hare, and 

some enterprising breeder pretended that he had suc- 

ceeded in crossing the hare with a rabbit, and that 

these were the produce. Since this introduction the 

so-called ‘ Leporines’ have been bred repeatedly, with 

c 
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a twofold object—to increase size, and ostensibly to 

develop a rabbit of the form, colour, and fur of the 

wild hare. 

After what has been stated above as to the very 

different condition of the rabbit and hare at birth— 

the young of the former being naked and blind, while 

those of the latter are clothed with fur and with their 

eyes open—it needs not much reflection to conclude 

that a cross between these two animals is a physio- 

logical impossibility. No scientific investigator who 

has taken due precautions has ever succeeded in 

obtaining such a hybrid. 

The so-called ‘Leporine’ is merely a large 

domesticated variety of the common rabbit, resem- 

bling a hare in form and colour. On examination it 

will be found that its forelegs are not above half the 

length of those of the common hare, and if the fur of 

the back be turned up, it will be seen that the hair 

next the skin is quite dark instead of light coloured. 

The experiment of turning out ‘ Belgian Hares’ for 

the purpose of increasing the size of the ordinary wild 

rabbit has often been made, and with partial success ; 

but as they are very tame and confiding, and never go 

to ground (for tame rabbits never burrow), they easily 

fall a prey to vermin and poachers. If it is desired to 

increase the size of the rabbits on ground where they 
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are reared only for the market, and not for sporting 

purposes, the best mode of procedure is to net a wild 

buck rabbit and place it with a Belgian doe in a 

partially darkened loose box in a stable otherwise un- 

used. When they have been long enough together, 

the buck should be restored to liberty, and the off- 

spring, when weaned, turned into different burrows. 

It will not answer so well to catch a wild doe and 

place it with a Belgian buck, for the wild doe does not 

breed so readily in captivity. The progeny in the 

former case always resemble the wild rabbit more than 

the so-called Belgian hare. 

The rabbit is usually regarded as one of the 

most timid of animals, seldom permitting a very near 

approach (unless when in a ‘seat’ it believes itself to 

be undiscovered) and usually taking to flight at the 

least alarm. The case is different, however, when a 

doe has young to look after. Her maternal courage 

is then displayed in a way that is sometimes asto- 

nishing. 

One day in September 1890, while Mr. Randolph, 

of Modbury, Wiltshire, was passing through a wood, 

he observed a weasel hunting a young rabbit about 

the size of a man’s fist. He stood still to watch the 

result, The chase did not last long, for the young 

rabbit soon gave up, and the weasel killed it. An old 

c2 
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rabbit, presumably the parent, suddenly dashed out 

upon the scene from a bank, and fairly ‘went for’ 

the weasel. The latter turned tail at once and aban- 

doned his prey. But the old rabbit still continued 

to follow him with the greatest fury till she had driven 

him completely off the ground. 

On another occasion, in October, 1891, a game- 

keeper in the service of Mr. Deacon, of Southborough, 

Tunbridge Wells, on going through a wood saw a 

stoat which had caught a young rabbit, playing with 

it as a cat does with a mouse, letting it go and then 

catching it again. Before the keeper could interfere, 

he saw a full-grown rabbit, probably the doe, rush 

out of some underwood close by, knock over the 

stoat, and carry off the young one in itsmouth. The 

stoat, on recovering itself, followed through the under- 

wood, but presently reappeared in retreat pursued by 

a couple of rabbits. 

A friend of the writer resident in North Wales 

was once witness to a similar incident when the 

aggressor was a crow. A young rabbit had strayed 

a little too far from the mouth of the burrow, when a 

carrion crow suddenly alighted close to it, and ina 

series of hops gave chase, and was about to seize it. 

Suddenly from the mouth of the burrow an old rabbit 

came with a rush, and going full tilt at the crow, 
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knocked it over before it could get out of the way. 

The discomfited bird, with a hoarse croak, scrambled 

on to its feet and hastily took flight. 

Nor are these exceptional cases. Similar instances 

of the courageous behaviour of rabbits in defence of 

their young have been from time to time recorded.! 

In one of the instances above related it will be 

observed that the parent rabbit, after driving away a 

stoat, carried off her young one in her mouth. It is, 

perhaps, not generally known that both hares and 

rabbits transport their young in this way, just as cats 

will carry their kittens, or dogs their puppies. Many 

such instances have come under our notice, more 

often in the case of hares, which convey their young 

in this manner, when they have been discovered, to a 

place of greater safety. 

It is somewhat curious that, notwithstanding the 

fierce way in which both rabbits and hares will defend 

their young, they seldom attempt to bite anyone 

when taken from a net, or on being picked up when 

wounded by shot. The writer in twenty-five years’ 

experience, during which time he must have shot and 

seen others shoot thousands of rabbits, has never 

1 See Couch, Z/ustrations of Instinct, p. 231; The Essex 

Naturalist, vol. ii. (1888), p. 71; The Field, September 8, 1888, 

September 20, 1890, November 7, 1891, May 7, 1892, Octo- 

ber 7, 1893, and August 14, 1897. 
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personally witnessed anything of the kind.  Pre- 

sumably, therefore, such instances are rare, although, 

from time to time, a few have been recorded. The 

head-keeper at Craigincat, Perthshire, reported, in 

January, 1894, that, having shot at and wounded a 

rabbit, he sent a spaniel to retrieve it, when to his 

surprise he heard the dog howling. On running to 

see what was the matter, he found that the rabbit had 

caught hold of the dog by the lip, and the dog was 

howling and swinging the rabbit round and round 

trying to get rid of it. Eventually the rabbit let go, 

and the dog retrieved it. A somewhat similar case 

was reported by Mr. 5. E. Moony, of The Doon, 

Athlone. His keeper was about to take a rabbit out 

of a trap, and had seized it by the hind legs, when 

the rabbit made a sudden snap at the man’s other 

hand and fixed its teeth in his thumb sufficiently 

deep to draw blood. Although this man had been 

engaged in trapping rabbits for nearly thirty years, 

he stated that he never before knew a rabbit to 

retaliate. 

In December, 1893, Mr. H. Selby, of Stoborough, 

near Wareham, was severely bitten by a rabbit that 

he was picking up after it had been shot through the 

hind quarters. Its teeth met through the thickest 

part of the flesh inside the third finger of the right 
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hand, and the wound, having begun to fester, had 

to be poulticed. Mr. Eustace Banks, of the Rectory, 

Corfe Castle, who reported the case in Zhe Field 

of February 17, 1894, mentioned this as the only 

instance of a wounded rabbit biting that had come 

to his knowledge, and he considered it therefore 

of very rare occurrence. On the other hand, Mr. 

J. Simpson, ef Wortley, Yorkshire, whose excel- 

lent book on the rabbit we shall have occasion to 

quote later on, thus commented on the occurrence: 

‘Until reading the notes which have appeared lately 

in The Field, 1 was under the impression that it was 

pretty well known that rabbits would bite when pro- 

voked. I have been bitten a number of times by 

both tame and wild rabbits—the latter in a tame state 

—and on every occasion it happened when I had 

incautiously put my hand near a nest of young. The 

doe sprang with a bound at my hand and gave just 

one severe grip. I got so well aware of this when 

a boy, that I used always to collar the doe before 

putting my hand on the nest.’ 

Here, it will be observed, the attack was made 

in defence of the young, which is a different matter 

from the case of a rabbit biting when wounded, an 

event, as above stated, of fortunately rare occurrence. 

As to the comparative speed of hares and rabbits 
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some difference of opinion prevails. On this point 

we are disposed to agree with Mr. Allan Gordon 

Cameron, of Ledaig, N.B., who, writing in Zhe Meld 

of November 30, 1895, gives the following result of 

his experience :— 

‘ My brother and I used to course both hares and 

rabbits on Costa Hill in Orkney, where the turf is 

smooth and undulating, the grass, storm-swept with 

Atlantic spray, remarkably sweet, and the hares and 

rabbits constitutionally vigorous. .A little greyhound 

bitch we had, who was wonderfully smart at getting 

away, used to account for most of the rabbits lying 

outside a radius of fifty yards, or thereabouts, from 

the burrow ; but she could not have picked up a hare 

in a similar distance ; and sometimes a strong hare 

dipping over the cliff after a long run, would fairly 

beat our four dogs—two of them powerful brutes, that 

would stop a, deer single-handed. Our impression is 

that a rabbit gets up its top speed at once, and has 

no spurt at a pinch ; but a hare requires pressing, will 

not get properly extended unless pressed, and answers 

splendidly to every effort of the dogs that may be 

almost touching her.’ 

A rabbit is said to run faster than a hare for 

thirty-five yards ; and no one would think of com- 

paring the two but for the few seconds that elapse 
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after arabbit is pushed from its ‘seat’—when it runs 

its fastest—and after the hare is started, uncertain, 

timidly cantering off, but occasionally racing away 

at a speed which few four-footed creatures excel. The 

rabbit, with its short legs, only half the length of a 

hare’s, and its shorter body, twists and swerves aside 

with a jerky motion, and really seems to be going at 

a tremendous pace. The hare, with her long legs, 

and the stride and grace of a racehorse, moves away 

so evenly that most people do not realise her true 

speed. No one who has shot at a hare can doubt 

her superior pace. 

Sportsmen who shoot much over marshes, and 

districts where dykes and drains abound, must have 

noticed that hares, and occasionally rabbits also, will 

take to the water when hard pressed. Hares have a 

great liking for sitting out upon the higher ground of 

the saltings, and there, of course, when overtaken by 

a spring-tide, they are sometimes forced to swim the 

creeks in order to reach dry land. Rabbits probably 

have less occasion for exercising their swimming 

powers ; nevertheless they have been occasionally ob- 

served toswim well. In October, 1897, Mr. H. Sharp, 

author of an excellent book on ‘Wild Fowling,’ was 

one of a party shooting hares on an Essex ‘salting.’ 

During the day much amusement was caused by the 



26 THE RABBIT 

boldness of a rabbit, which, on being disturbed from 

a snug ‘seat’ in a tuft of grass, made straight for a 

wide creek, and entering the water, struck out boldly 

for the opposite side, carrying the head well elevated, 

and progressing at a good pace. 

Mr. G. H. Warrender, of Springfields, Wolver- 

hampton, reported that one day in September, 1890, 

he was walking along a canal side, when he saw a 

young rabbit, apparently about a month old, on the 

towing-path. He chased it a few yards, when he was 

astonished to see it leap into the canal and swim 

like a water-rat to the far side. This occurred in the 

morning. He had occasion to pass the same spot 

in the evening, when he saw something plunge into 

the water on the towing-path side, which he thought 

at first sight was a water-rat, but on closer observa- 

tion, it proved to be a young rabbit—the same, 

probably, which he had seen leap into the canal in 

the morning. He pulled it out of the water and 

put it on dry land, when it ran off into a small 

covert, apparently little the worse for its aquatic 

adventure. 

The appearance presented by a rabbit when 

swimming, as compared with a squirrel and stoat, is 

well shown in a sketch by Mr. J. G. Millais, at page 

44 of his work on ‘ British Deer’ (1897). For the 
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purpose of obtaining accurate pictures of the various 

modes in which wild animals swim, he had live speci- 

mens caught and placed in the water, and then rowed 

alongside them for some distance, until he had made 

correct outline sketches. 

Although rabbits are strictly speaking terrestrial 

rodents, they occasionally show a tendency to arboreal 

habits. Strange as it may appear, they will ascend 

the sloping trunks of trees, not only when pursued by 

a dog and no burrow is near, but also from choice. 

Naturally they climb best on a tree which has rough 

bark or ivy on it, and which has been blown or is 

leaning out of the perpendicular. Sometimes they 

will occupy the hollow of a decayed tree, at other 

times the crown of a pollard. Instances are on 

record of rabbits being found in such situations, at 

heights varying from seven to ten or twelve feet from 

the ground.! Colonel Hawker, in his ‘Instructions to 

Young Sportsmen’ (p. 256), mentions a case of a 

rabbit being found sitting in a tree; and a friend of 

the present writer claims to have accomplished the 

unique feat of shooting ‘a rocketting rabbit,’ which, 

on being dislodged from a tree, sprang into the air 

1 See Zhe Field of December 20 and 27, 1879; Janu- 

ary 10, 1880 ; July 7, 1888; March 14, 1896, and February 20 

and 27, 1897. 



28 THE RABBIT 

and received a charge of No. 6 shot before it reached 

the ground ! 

Rabbits are unquestionably the kind of stock to 

make the finest turf ; they bite closer than any other 

animal that grazes, and the best turf for gardens is that 

taken from warrens, or from downs on which rabbits 

abound. Sandy commons, covered with furze, are a 

favourite resort of rabbits, and on such ground they 

often increase rapidly in numbers. The soil being 

light and friable is easily excavated, and the furze 

affords, not only a secure retreat, but a never-failing 

supply of food in the young tops of the plants, which 

are sufficiently tender before the spines have become 

matured. 

In the choice of food rabbits do not appear to be 

very particular. They will eat almost anything that 

is green. Indeed, so destructive are they to most 

plants and young growing trees, that it is a matter 

of importance to game preservers, who want under- 

wood in the coverts as shelter for pheasants, to 

ascertain what shrubs are ‘rabbit proof? Common 

rhododendron, though not absolutely ‘rabbit proof,’ 

is not so liable to be attacked as many other shrubs. 

It will grow in shady places better than any other 

evergreen, especially if the soil is sandy and moist. 

But, although as a rule rabbits will not injure 
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rhododendrons when the latter are well established, 

they will gnaw them when freshly planted, unless 

protected, like Aucubas. It is said that they will not 

touch Rhododendron ponticum, even if the plants are 

small and the winter severe. Nor will they feed upon 

Elder, which has the recommendation of growing well 

under trees, and when pleached (or ‘ plashed,’ as it is 

termed locally) rabbits will lie well under it. They 

are not to be trusted near Hollies or young Osiers. 

Indeed they seem to be rather partial to Hollies, and 

in time of snow will attack even old trees. In hard 

weather, too, both Laurels and Privet suffer from their 

depredations. The larger kinds of Box, Snowberry 

plant (Symphoricarpus), and Butcher’s Broom (Ruscus 

aculeatus) are recommended where the soil is favour- 

able to their growth, and, for wet places, Scarlet Dog- 

wood (Cornus sanguinea). In moist woods, too, a 

good thing to plant is Carex pendula, a common 

sedge, which forms good evergreen ground covert, 

and is very free. In like soil the Wood-rush, Briar, 

and Wood-grass (A7va) may be recommended. 

In the way of berried shrubs nothing is more 

beautiful than a well-grown specimen of Cofoneaster 

affints. Every year it is laden with bunches of glossy 

red berries. It is well adapted for planting along the 

edges of game coverts, as it affords plenty of food for 
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pheasants, which are very fond of the berries. Pro- 

bably the more it is exposed to the influence of the 

sun the more freely does it produce its beautiful 

clusters of fruit. 

Apropos of ornamental plants, we may usefully 

give here, on the recommendation of Sir Herbert 

Maxwell, the following list, which he tells us ! contains 

well-nigh all the ornamental shrubs which may be 

relied on to defy the attacks of rabbits ; although 

there are others, such as the American Partridge berry 

(Gaultheria), and several kinds of Barberry which, if 

protected when first planted out, can take care of 

themselves afterwards :— 

Azalea, rhododendron, honeysuckle, fly honey- 

suckle (Zonicera xylosteum), tree peony, lilac, syringa, 

snowberry, hardy fuchsia, spurge laurel (Daphne 

laureola and Daphne mezereum), St. John’s wort, 

spindlewood (Euonymus europaeus), guelder-rose 

(Piburnum Opulus), wayfaring-tree (Viburnum Lan- 

tana), \aurustinus, cotoneaster, hawthorn, dogwood, 

sea buckthorn (/iippophacé rhamnoides), spireea, deutzia, 

and all kinds of Aedes and arbutus. 

Before leaving the subject of shrubs suitable for 

planting where rabbits and hares are numerous, it 

may not be superfluous to notice some that will thrive 

' Memories of the \onths, 1897, p. 92. 
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under the drip of trees ; for this is a matter of some 

importance in coverts composed of forest trees of 

large growth with very little underwood. Here it is 

not a question of food, but shelter, and nothing is 

more annoying to shooters when walking through such 

woods ‘in line’ than to see all the ground game going 

forward, just out of shot, for the reason that there is 

nothing to hide them. The owner of the covert 
will perhaps say he can get nothing to grow under 

the spread and drip of the trees. This need not 

necessarily be so. Several shrubs might be named 

which will thrive under such conditions; but the 

planter would be well advised if, instead of scattering 

the different kinds singly all over the ground at wide 

distances apart, he were to plant them in clumps— 

say, each plant three to four feet apart—and a mixture 

of a few kinds in masses, taking care to keep the low- 

growing and less straggling sorts next to the wood- 

rides. Amongst those adapted to such treatment may be 

mentioned : Common and Portugal laurels; Rhododen- 

dron ponticum ; Azalea pontica ; Taxus baccata , Ruscus 

aculeatus and R. hypoglossum ; Cotoneaster buxifolia, 

C. microphylla and C. Hookerit ; Pernettya mucronata 

(for peatsoils); PAiddyrea, of sorts ; Rhamnus alaternus ; 

Broom ; Leycesteria formosa, Box, of sorts ; Juniperus 

communis and J. Sabina, Potentilla fruticosa; Buddleta 
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globosa,; Viburnum Lantana and V. Opulus,; Gaultheria 

Shallon ; Ribes, of sorts; Weigelia rosea; Euonymus 

europaeus, Berberis Aquifolium, B. dulds, B,. Darwinit, 

B.vulgaris,and 2. vulgaris purpurea; Hippophaé rham- 

notdes, and Hl. angustifolia ; Arbutus Unedo, Garrya 

elliptica ; Rosa rubiginosa ; Symphoria racemosa, 

A writer inthe weekly journal [Voods and Forests 

remarks : ‘It is difficult to get two people to agree as 

to the trees with which rabbits and hares meddle. 

Some experienced planters say that these animals cut 

Pinus Laricio very much if planted small, but do not 

touch Prxus austriaca. Now, as for the latter, I can 

confidently assert that they cut it more than any other 

of the pine tribe. With me they have attacked and 

thoroughly destroyed fine plants of it four and five 

feet high. A neighbour, who has planted Prvuzs 

Laricio (I have none except guarded), says that it is 

‘rabbit proof,’ and on his assertion I have now planted 

some hundreds. The fact is, I believe, in a really 

severe winter, rabbits will attack anything. In a deep 

snow I have had yews eaten down, but in the gene- 

rality of years certain things escape.’ 

Yews cannot be recommended for planting in 

game coverts, for although the leaves may be eaten 

with impunity by rabbits, as is the case with goats, it 

is otherwise with pheasants, several instances having 



NATURAL HISTORY OF THE RABBIT 33 

been reported in which these birds have been picked 

up dead, and found on examination to have their 

crops filled, or partly filled, with yew leaves! Death 

seems to have been due to the action of the poisonous 

leaves producing inflammation of the digestive organs ; 

but why well-fed pheasants should sometimes eat 

yew leaves, and on other occasions pass them un- 

touched, it is difficult to explain. Shirley mentions a 

case in which deer were poisoned by eating yew at 

Badminton in Gloucestershire.” 

M. Barbier, of Orleans, writing in December, 1892, 

recommended the Corsican pine as the only tree un- 

touched by rabbits where planted with Pinus sylvestris 

and black Austrian pine; but this only shows that 

where several different kinds are growing together, 

the Corsican pine may be the least appreciated. Ina 

woody district in Sussex, where a field was planted with 

this, it was found that nearly every plant was gnawed 

and injured. Although the shoots are not always 

eaten, they are often nibbled, and pieces taken off the 

bark, so as to cause the resinous sap to run down. 

The unsightly appearance and cost of smearing 

make it of very little use. Extensive plantations are 

‘ See The Field, November 25 and December 2, 1876; De- 

cember 20, 1890 ; September 17, 1892, and November 11, 1893. 

° English Deer Parks, p. 245. 

D 
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often formed of small trees less than a foot high, and 

even if there were both time and means to smear the 

stems of every one of these little trees with one or 

other of the compounds which some people recom- 

mend, the rabbits would still take off the tops and 

leave the smeared stumps. The idea is absurd, from 

the standpoint of an extensive planter ; for 20,000 

trees, of the size referred to, do not go far in planting 

even a small field. 

In young plantations where rabbits and hares 

abound there is nothing so effectual as wire-netting 

until the trees are strong enough and tall enough to 

be out of the way of their attacks. 

For permanent protection the best fence is an 

iron-bar fence, wired with a one-inch mesh to the top, 

or, say, to a height of 4 ft., with 6in. of wire under- 

ground ; 3 ft. 6 in. might do as well, but generally it 

will be found best to wire to the top of an ordinary 

iron-bar fence, so that all danger from snow, leaves, 

and stock getting through may be effectually avoided. 

For larch plantations, and for temporary work, 3 ft. 

6 in. wire may be used. As a rule, it is advisable to 

use simple iron supports for the wiring of young 

plantations, rather than stakes cut out of underwood 

for supporting the netting, as these rot very soon. 

Larch poles are an exception, however, and good 
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stakes of larch, well put in, will probably last as long 

as the young wood needs protection. 

Fences, designed to keep rabbits only out of young 

plantations, may be made to cost considerably less 

than one shilling per yard. A rabbit-warren fence 

4ft. high, with flap-turned top and bottom, is made 

of 14 in. wire netting, ‘strong,’ 36 in. wide for the top 

of the fence, and 1} in. netting, 24 in. wide, for the 

bottom, costing together about 4os. per 100 yards ; 

stout oak stakes to match, one yard asunder, No. 4 

galvanised wire rope for the top, double or single, 

annealed wire to support the turned-in flap, staples 

and labour, complete, all done by the piece, cost from 

1s. to 1s. 3a. per yard run, and will resist cattle and 

horses. 

It is, perhaps, not generally known that, in addition 

to old roots and hay, which make the best winter food, 

rabbits are fond of acorns, and fatten well on them. 

The oak, indeed, is an invaluable tree in game 

coverts ; for not only rabbits, but pheasants, wood- 

pigeons, and wild-ducks are all very partial to acorns, 

and feed greedily on them. Mr. J. Simpson, of 

Wortley, recommends them especially for feeding 

rabbits in warrens. Writing in Zhe Meld of Decem- 

ber 9, 1893, he says :— 

‘For the last five years the rabbits in the warren 

D2 
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here have considerably exceeded the average weight 

of wild rabbits, although I believe, and am told by 

visitors, that the number on the ground is altogether 

unprecedented ; but this season (December, 1893) 

they are larger and fatter than usual, which I attribute 

to the unusually heavy crop of acorns shed by a 

number of old oak trees growing here and there in 

the warren. As soon as the acorns began to drop, the 

rabbits attacked them, and now nothing but the husks 

are left, scattered like chaff on the pasture, for the 

rabbits eat the kernel only. I had the curiosity to 

make a post-mortem examination of two killed pro- 

miscuously for use, weighing together nearly 7 Ib. 

after paunching, and was struck by the large amount 

of fat in both, the kidneys being quite bedded in fat. 

Rabbits, such as you buy, are usually almost destitute 

of fat, and in our case, no doubt, it is due to the rich 

nourishing acorn food, which contains an enormous 

percentage of potash, lime, and phosphoric acid. The 

rabbits have been remarkably lively also, and the fur 

of those killed is fine and dense. As acorns, when 

moderately plentiful, can be collected by children for 

8d. or 1s. per bushel, it will be understood what an 

excellent and cheap supply of food is often available 

for rabbit warrens, where a bushel goes a long way. 

Acorns are often collected in this way for deer in 
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hundreds of bushels. As there has been no mortality 

among the rabbits worth mentioning, I conclude that 

acorns may be supplied freely in large quantities.’ 

In addition to acorns, such pasture as they can 

get for themselves may be supplemented by hay, 

crushed oats, and wood-cuttings for the sake of the 

bark. This of course applies rather to warrens and 

to places where the food is restricted by reason of 

enclosure with wire-netting. 

Where rabbits are not restrained within certain 

limits, but are able to get out and roam where they 

list in quest of food, they can generally manage to get 

a living without any such assistance as that above 

indicated, even in districts which look most bare and 

unproductive. It would not be supposed that there 

is much nourishment to be derived from sand-grass, 

for example; and yet, in the sand-hills by the sea 

the rabbits are generally in very good condition. The 

mention of sand-hills reminds us of a ‘dodge’ for 

bolting a rabbit without the aid of a ferret when the 

burrow happens to be within reach of the sea-shore, 

and the footprints of the occupant show that he is 

‘at home.’ Having obtained a lively specimen of a 

shore crab, produce a piece of wax or composite 

candle, about an'inch in length, and having stuck it 

on the back of the crab with a few drops of melted 
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wax, light the wick, and start the bearer of it down 

the burrow. The rabbit will probably come out in 

such a hurry that the crab will be knocked over, and 

the light will be put out, but that will be of little con- 

sequence if the rabbit is also knocked over by a well- 

directed charge of shot. 

If it were not for the extraordinary fecundity of 

the rabbit, the number of litters to which a doe will 

give birth in a year, and the number of young pro- 

duced in each litter, the species Lepus cuniculus, with 

such a host of enemies, foremost of which is man, must 

long ago have become extinct. As if it were not 

enough to face the gun, and run the risk of capture 

by ferret, gin, brass wire, or drop-down net, the 

unfortunate ‘Bunter’ has a host of natural enemies 

to contend with, both furred and feathered. Fore- 

most amongst these, perhaps, because so pertinacious 

a pursuer, hunting by scent, is the stoat (AZustela 

erminea), who need never go without a dinner where 

rabbits abound. He will not only enter a burrow like 

a ferret and cause the inmates to bolt, but will pursue 

a rabbit in the open like a foxhound, and sooner or 

later overtake and kill him. The present writer has 

on several occasions been an eye-witness of both 

these manceuvres, and, standing motionless to watch 

the performance, has been struck with the courage 
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and pertinacity displayed by a stoat in attacking and 

vanquishing an animal so very much larger and 

heavier than itself. It has been already shown, how- 

ever (p. 20), that in defence of her young a plucky 

doe rabbit finds courage enough to attack a stoat, 

and will even succeed in repulsing him altogether. 

While the stoat will boldly hunt a rabbit wnder- 

ground (an example which its smaller relative the 

weasel essays to imitate, though, from its diminutive 

size, it can take toll of comparatively small rabbits, 

preferring mice and small birds), the fox will lie in 

wait for rabbits of any size when adoveground, and 

usually captures them by stealth or stratagem. 

The badger will dig down upon the young at the 

end of a burrow and scratch them out, as may be 

seen by the marks of his claws in the soil, and bits of 

fluff that lie scattered about near the scene of his 

operations. There is, perhaps, no greater enemy to 

young rabbits than the common brown rat, not only 

on account of his ferocity, size, and weight, which 

amounts sometimes to 2 1b. and upwards,! but also 

because he comes not singly but in droves. During 

the summer months rats quit the barns, stables, 

out-houses and styes, where they have been hiding 

' See Zhe Field of January 11 and 18, 1896; January 2 

and 9, 1897. 
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throughout the winter, and pilfering in all directions, 

and take to the woods and fields, just as Londoners quit 

town for change of air when the fine weather sets in. 

In the woods they take heavy toll of the pheasants’ 

food, eggs, and young pheasants, too, when they are 

hatched, unless the gamekeeper looks sharp after 

them and keeps down their number. In the fields 

they take to the hedgerows, and especially frequent 

such banks as have been already perforated by 

rabbits. Here they have a fine time of it until the 

ratcatcher comes along with his ferrets and ‘ varmint’ 

dogs, and does his best to clear them out. 

In a dry summer we are accustomed to hear com- 

plaints of a scarcity of rabbits, and the complainants 

usually attribute it to the drought. Probably the dry 

weather has nothing to do with it, and the true cause 

should be looked for in one of two directions : either 

the rats are out for their ‘autumn manceuvres,’ and 

the country wants ferreting, or the rabbits have been 

too long isolated, and fresh stock needs to be im- 

ported. They inter-breed to such an extent that if 

new blood be not introduced from time to time their 

numbers will eventually decrease. 

From the above remarks it will be gathered that 

the stoat and the rat are rivals in the chase of the 

wild rabbit; they are also deadly enemies. The 
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stoat, like a good sportsman who hunts his quarry by 

scent, evidently looks upon the rat as a poacher, and 

whenever he encounters him in his hunting forays 

‘goes for him’ at once. 

We have watched stoats hunting both rats and 

rabbits, and were once witness to a most determined 

fight, on a road which crosses a Sussex common, 

between an average-sized stoat and an enormous rat, 

which was certainly much heavier than its adversary. 

This fight, which was a trial of ‘weight versus science,’ 

ended in favour of the stoat, which killed its adversary 

and dragged it off the road into the furze on the 

common, 

We are not at all in favour of exterminating 

stoats. Where rabbits are plentiful a few stoats will 

not do them much harm, and, as above hinted, will 

do good in keeping down the rats, and thus saving 

the pheasants’ food and the pheasant chicks. Rats, 

being so much more numerous than stoats, will do 

much more mischief than the latter where game and 

rabbits are concerned. 

The list of natural enemies of the rabbit would not 

be complete without mention of the cat, which, from 

its stealthy actions and skill in stalking, proves itself 

on occasions to be an expert rabbit-catcher. This is 

especially the case with the cats of cottagers who live 
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in proximity to game coverts. These animals get into 

the habit of leading a roving life, gradually become 

confirmed poachers, and sooner or later fall victims 

to a trap or a charge of shot. Occasionally a cat 

will take up its abode temporarily in a rabbit burrow, 

and many instances are on record of cats being 

bolted by ferrets, to the astonishment of those who 

were anxiously expecting the appearance of a rabbit.! 

The following note from Mr. R. B. Lee is to the 

point. He writes: ‘On two occasions, during a 

period extending over about a dozen years, have I 

been ferreting rabbits when a cat has bolted from the 

hole. The first time I thought it a most unusual 

occurrence ; the second time I was accompanied by a 

gamekeeper and a clever rabbit-catcher, both of 

whom had had previously a similar experience, and 

said that a cat was more easily driven by a ferret than 

any other animal. It is, however, but seldom a cat 

lays up in a dona fide rabbit burrow. Some years 

ago I shot over ground which included a large extent 

of rock, in which there were crevices and long under- 

ground passages—not rabbit burrows properly, but 

still holding a great number of rabbits. These holes 

were favourite retreats for the semi-wild cats with which 

the place was infested ; and certainly our ferrets had 

) See Zhe Field, February 14, 21, and 28, 1885. 



NATURAL HISTORY OF THE RABBIT 43 

often less difficulty in making them bolt than they 

had the rabbits.’ 

It is, of course, well known that cats, when deprived 

wholly or in part of their young, will suckle the young 

of other animals, and they seem to take very kindly 

to young rabbits. This usually happens when the 

latter are purposely supplied to them ; but instances 

are on record in which cats have been known to bring 

home young rabbits on their own account, and nurse 

them with care. Mr. H. D. Nadin, of Burton-on- 

Trent, writing on May 17, 1890, says: ‘A cat kept 

by the blacksmiths in their shop at a colliery in which 

Iam interested, gave birth to three kittens a short 

time ago. One of these died at once, and the mother 

was much distressed by the loss. She accordingly 

made a journey across some fields to a rabbit warren 

distant about a hundred yards, whence she obtained 

and carried back a young rabbit (about ten days old), 

which she suckled along with the two remaining 

kittens, treating it in every way as if it were her own 

progeny. This she continued to do for four days, but 

during that time she gradually became uneasy, as the 

workmen persisted in coming to view the novel sight. 

She then commenced to carry both the kittens and 

rabbit about, and on the fifth day they were not 

to be found. After a good search, however, the two 
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kittens were found alive under a heap of scrap iron, 

but the rabbit was not found until some time later, in 

a different part of the building ; but, when discovered, 

was unfortunately dead. The men left the rabbit with 

the cat, I suppose to convince her of its decease ; 

but, sad to relate, on returning a short time later, 

found she had made a meal of it. I regret the cat 

had not been removed to a quiet spot ; but the fact 

that she herself carried a former lot of kittens to the 

place where these were born, led the men to suppose 

she would rest quietly where she was.’ 

So much for the ‘furred enemies’ of rabbits. 

Amongst their ‘feathered foes’ may be named the 

golden and white-tailed eagles, both of which prey on 

them habitually (as they do also upon hares), sweep- 

ing round a hillside, and carrying them off unawares 

before they can get to ground. Only last autumn a 

friend of the writer witnessed the capture of a rabbit 

by a golden eagle in Scotland, and as the great bird 

sailed away with its booty, which was held by the head 

in one foot, the body of the rabbit was seen swinging 

like a pendulum, as long as its captor remained in 

sight. The common buzzard, as well as the rough- 

legged buzzard, are both partial to rabbits, but take 

them in a different manner. They will sit on the 

limb of a tree at the edge of a covert, and wait till the 
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rabbits come out to feed. As soon as one of them gets 
far enough out from the fence, the buzzard will glide 
noiselessly down and pounce upon his back in an 
instant. Escape is then hopeless, for the powerful 
talons grip him like a steel trap, and his fate is sealed. 
The goshawk is so good a rabbit-catcher that its 

skill in this respect is turned to excellent account by 

falconers, who train this bird to do, for their amuse- 

ment, what it habitually does for its own living. Of 

this we shall have more to say later, when dealing 

with this particular branch of sport in which the 

rabbit is concerned. - 

One more bird deserves a passing notice in this 

connection. The brown owl, known also as the 

tawny or wood owl, although preying usually on rats, 

mice, field voles, and small birds, is by no means 

averse to taking a young rabbit when it gets the 

chance. But probably only the very small ones fall 

victims in this way, for it has neither the strength nor 

the weight sufficient to hold a heavy old buck or doe 

in the frantic efforts which it would make to escape. 

When dealing on a preceding page with the 

subject of the maternal instinct which prompts an old 

rabbit to attack an intruder in defence of its young 

(p. 20), mention was incidentally made of the way in 

which a carrion crow was driven away when on the 
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point of killing a tiny rabbit, which had incautiously 

wandered too far from the parental burrow, and it 

is probable that most of the crow family, and 

particularly the carrion crow and the raven, are cun- 

ning enough, now and then, to secure a young rabbit 

for supper, in spite of the vigilance of its courageous 

parent. 

Rabbits, like other animals, have their ailments ; 

and few people probably would suspect the variety 

of diseases to which they are subject. Amongst the 

chief causes of disease are over-stocking, breeding 

in-and-in, and living and feeding on tainted and 

unwholesome ground. To these causes may be attri- 

buted enteric or typhoid fever and tuberculosis— 

maladies which sometimes manifest themselves with 

such virulence as to give rise to a general and alarm- 

ing mortality. 

Occasionally rabbits are found lying dead in all 

directions. This may arise from ‘scouring ’ produced 

by a flush of grass after a dry season, or (if fed) by 

giving too much green food, or food that is too wet 

with dew or rain upon it. But sometimes rabbits will 

die when about half grown, which, on examination, 

will be found to have been suffering from an enlarged 

abdomen and tuberculous liver. It is a true saying 

that prevention ts better than cure, and this especially 
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holds good in the present case, for cure is out of 

the question ; the only rational treatment being the 

extirpation and removal of the diseased animals, and 

the introduction of fresh, healthy stock when the 

ground, after a dressing of salt and lime, has recovered 

its pristine freshness, and become wholesome. 

Salt, though not a direct ‘plant food,’ has an 

important indirect effect upon the potash, lime, and 

magnesia in the soil, affecting their decomposition, 

and rendering them in an available condition to be 

taken up by the roots; in other words, salt acts as a 

purveyor to the plants. Lime, on the other hand, is 

a direct ‘plant food,’ and indirectly it acts in many 

important ways, neutralising poisonous acids, and 

causing the decomposition of organic matter. The 

application of these manures, therefore, will be found 

to increase the amount of herbage considerably. The 

land should be first dressed with gas lime, say, three 

tons to the acre, and subsequently with salt, say 

2 cwt. 

Quite distinct from tuberculous liver is the dis- 

ease known as ‘pulmonary tuberculosis,’ caused by 

the presence in the lungs of a parasitic worm, S¢ron- 

gylus commutatus (Filaria pulmonalis of Frolich). 

Hares as well as rabbits are attacked in this way, 

but from the observations of M. Megnin it would 



48 THE RABBIT 

appear to be less known in England than on the Con- 

tinent. 

Rabbits are also liable to be affected with large 

hydatids, or watery tumours, which usually appear on 

the hind quarters. These indicate the early stage of 

a tape-worm, which is matured in the intestinal canal 

of the dog. Fortunately this does not affect the 

human species, so that when gamekeepers puncture 

such tumours, and send the rabbits to market, there 

is no danger to be apprehended by the consumer. 

Should, however, a rabbit thus affected be eaten, or 

partly eaten, by a dog, the germ will develop into a 

mature tape-worm, whose eggs, when perfect, are voided 

by the dog, and swallowed on the herbage eaten by 

rabbits. They then produce, not tape-worms, but the 

original hydatid, which again gives rise to a repetition 

of this series of changes. 

The researches of the late Dr. Spencer Cobbold, 

and other helminthologists, have demonstrated the 

curious fact that tape-worms and other entozoa found 

in the intestines of men and animals, pass the early 

stages of their existence in a larval form in the flesh 

of animals on which man feeds ; and, seeing how in- 

strumental a dog may become in spreading disease of 

this kind, it is obviously of importance to prevent use- 

less curs from wandering about the fields and coverts, 
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lest, by feeding on infected rabbits, they finally infect 

others in their turn. We may appropriately quote 

here Dr. Cobbold’s salutary caution to owners of 

sporting dogs. ‘Sportsmen,’ he says, ‘who care for 

the welfare of their dogs should never allow them to 

devour the entrails of hares captured in the field. In 

the county of Norfolk I have myself witnessed this 

piece of carelessness on the part of keepers, and have 

ventured to remonstrate accordingly. Almost every 

hare (and the same may be said/of full-grown rabbits) 

harbours, within its abdominal cavity, a larval parasite 

(Cenurus pistformis), which, when swallowed by the 

dog, becomes transformed into a tape-worm (Zena 

serrata) varying from two to three feet in length. In 

harriers and greyhounds this serrated tape-worm is 

very abundant, but in other dogs it is comparatively 

rare.’ This significant fact should not be lost 

sight of. 

If we examine a rabbit thus affected we find the 

hydatid or tumour, sometimes as big as a filbert, sur- 

rounded by a couple of investing membranes, the 

outer one belonging to the unfortunate host, the inner 

one being part of the hydatid itself. On opening the 

body cavity, it will be found to contain amongst the 

viscera hundreds of the smaller pisiform species of 

hydatid which, when eaten by dogs, becomes the 

E 
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Tenia serrata. These hydatids, which, as above 

stated, are produced from the minute eggs of the 

tape-worm voided by the dog and swallowed with 

herbage by the rabbit, cause the emaciation and 

ultimately the death of the unfortunate animal they 

infest. 

Those who may desire to pursue this subject 

further should consult a paper, by Dr. C. W. Stiles, 

‘On the Tape-worms of Hares and Rabbits,’ printed 

in the ‘Proceedings of the United States National 

Museum’ (vol. xix. 1896, pp. 145-235), in which will 

be found two plates illustrating tape-worms of the 

rabbit. Dr. T.S. Palmer, ina Report on the Rabbits of 

the United States, observes: ! ‘Many persons have a 

prejudice against eating rabbits because at certain 

seasons they are infested with parasites, or because the 

flesh is supposed to be “strong.” This prejudice, how- 

ever, is entirely unfounded. The parasites of the rabbit 

are not injurious to man; furthermore, the ticks and 

warbles occur at a season when the rabbit should not 

be killed for game, while the tapeworm can only 

develop in certain of the lower animals, as, for ex- 

ample, in the dog.’ 

! U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bulletin No. 8 (1896). 
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CHAPTER II 

THE WARREN 

IN its original sense the word ‘warren,’ old French 

warenne and varenne, later garenne, medieval English 

(e.g. in ‘Piers Plowman’) waveine, and Low Latin 

warenna, signified a preserve in general, and came 

subsequently to be restricted to an enclosure especi- 

ally set apart for coneys and hares. ‘Coney-close ’ 

(‘ Paston Letters,’ iv. 426) had the same meaning, and 

‘coney-garth’ (Palsgrave), ‘garth’ signifying in the 

North of England, according to Ray, a small en- 

closure adjoining a house. Halliwell, who also gives 

this meaning,! adds that of a ‘warren.’ In almost 

every county in England, as remarked by the editor 

of the ‘Promptorium Parvulorum,’ near to ancient 

dwelling-places the name ‘Coneygare,’ ‘ Conigree,’ or 

‘Coneygarth’ occurs, and various conjectures have 

1 Dict. Archaic and Prov. Words. 
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been made respecting its derivation, which, however, 

is sufficiently obvious.! 

From ‘warren’ we get ‘warrener,’ Latin wart- 

narius (‘ Prompt. Parv.’) corrupted into the surname 

Warner. 

When considering the precise meaning of the 

word ‘warren’ at the present day, we have to 

distinguish between what is indicated by the legal 

expression ‘free warren ’and what is popularly known 

as awarren. The latter is merely an enclosed field, 

or piece of down-land, in which coneys and hares are 

reared. Any one may have such a place, and it would 

be protected under the Larceny Act (24 & 25 

Vict. c. 96, 8. 17); but its possession gives none of 

the rights of ‘ free warren,’ which can only be derived 

by a grant from the Crown—a privilege no longer 

extended *—or by prescription or long use, which pre- 

supposes or implies a grant. 

The right of ‘free warren’ is a franchise in that 

sense of the word which implies an exemption from 

ordinary rule, and attached to its original creation 

was the condition of keeping others off the land. It 

confers upon the grantee the exclusive right to kill or 

‘ See Hartshorne’s observations on names of places in 

Salopia Antiqua, p. 258. 

? Woolrych, Game Laws, p. 26. 
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take ‘beasts and fowls of warren’ within certain 

limits, and to prevent others from killing or taking 

them, even on lands of which they are the free- 

holders. 

As to what species are, or were, included amongst 

‘beasts and fowls of warren’ there is some little con- 

flict of opinion. Manwood, in his ‘Treatise and 

Discourse of the Lawes of the Forrest’ (the first 

edition of which was printed in black letter in 1598), 

asserts that this expression included the hare, the 

coney, the pheasant and the partridge, ‘and none 

other,’ justifying this definition from the ‘ Register of 

Writs,’ and ‘Book of Entries, which show that in 

every case in which an action was brought by any 

grantee of free warren against a trespasser, the state- 

ment of claim invariably ran ‘et lepores, cuniculos, 

phasianos, et perdices cepit et asportavit.’ He was 

quite clear, therefore, that the ‘ beasts and fowls of 

warren’ were limited to these four species. In 

Coke’s report of Sir Francis Barrington’s case (8 Rep. 

138) the same definition is given ; but in his treatise 

upon Littleton the Lord Chief Justice enlarges con- 

siderably, as though a much longer list of species 

was allowed in his day. He says: ‘There be both 

beasts and fowls of the warren; beasts, as hares, 

coneys and roes (called in records capreo/i) ; fowls of 
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two sorts, viz. derrestres and aguatiles ; terrestres of 

two sorts, st/vestres and campestres ; campestres, as 

partridge, rail, quail, &c. ; sé/vestres, as pheasant and 

woodcock, &c.; aguatiles, as mallard, herne, &c.’ 

‘The validity of this definition was questioned in a 

celebrated case, the ‘Duke of Devonshire v. Lodge’ 

(7 B. and C. 36), in which the defendant was charged 

with shooting grouse on land over which the plaintiff 

claimed the right of free warren. The shooting was 

admitted, and the only question to be decided by the 

Court was whether a grouse was a bird of warren. 

Manwood being considered a higher authority on the 

Forest Laws than Coke, it was held that a grouse is 

not a bird of warren. Lord Tenterden’s judgment 

in this case puts the matter very tersely and clearly. 

He remarked, ‘ The franchise of free warren is of great 

antiquity, and very singular in its nature. It gives a 

property in wild animals (animals fere nature), and 

that property may be claimed in the land of another, 

to the exclusion of the owner of the land. Such a 

right ought not to be extended by argument and 

inference to any animal not clearly within it. : 

Relying, therefore, upon Manwood’s doctrine, he 

non-suited the plaintiff. 

A right of free warren differs from the right of 

forest, chase or park in that the latter implies the 
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ownership of the soil; while the former is an incor- 

poreal right, and does not necessarily imply any right 

to the soil, the reason being that a franchise of warren 

may be claimed by prescription, but land cannot, the 

title by prescription being only applicable to incor- 

poreal hereditaments.! The right of free warren has 

usually been granted to the lord of a manor over the 

demesne lands of the manor,? ze. such lands as are in 

the lord’s own hands, though sometimes over Crown 

lands when it is a warren in gross. As to the privi- 

leges of an owner of a free warren, he may not only 

prosecute a trespasser who is in pursuit of beasts and 

fowls of warren, whether he be a stranger in the 

locality, or a tenant of lands within the limits of the 

free warren, but he may also kill any dogs found 

hunting in his warren, whether they are doing damage 

at the time or not. His rights, moreover, are ex- 

pressly safeguarded by Section 8 of the principal 

Game Act (1 & 2 Will. IV., cap. 32). Free warren is 

not forfeited by non-user, and it is important to note 

that an occupier of land within the limits of a free 

warren is not entitled, under the Ground Game Act 

of 1880, to kill rabbits on the land in his occupation, 

1 Earl Beauchamp v. Winn, L.R. 6 H.L. 223. 

2 The words of the ancient grant were, ‘quod ipse et 
heredes sui habeant éeram warrenam in omnibus domdnicis 

terris suis in A. in comitatu B.’—Manwood, fol. 23. 
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as he would otherwise be at liberty to do were no 

such franchise claimed by the lord‘ of the manor. 

This point was made clear by the case of ‘ Lord 

Carnarvon v. Clarkson.’ The question arose under 

Section 5 of the Ground Game Act, which provides 

that ‘ Nothing in the Act shall affect any special right 

of killing or taking ground game to which any per- 

son other than the landlord, lessor, or occupier may 

have become entitled before the passing of this Act 

by wirtue of any franchise, charter, or Act of Parlia- 

ment.’ Lord Carnarvon was lord of the manor of 

Highclere, Hampshire, and at the same time a person 

‘other than the landlord,’ and he claimed the fran- 

chise of free warren over the land of which Mr. 

Clarkson was the occupier. This deprived Mr. 

Clarkson of the benefit of the Statute, and the opera- 

tion of this saving clause (Sect. 5) is curious ; for it 

enabled Lord Carnarvon to do as ‘lord of the manor’ 

what the Act expressly prevents him from doing as 
? ‘owner ;’ in other words, the lord of the manor is 

thus placed in a better position than the landlord. 

A report of the case will be found in Zhe Field of 

May 18, 1895. It did not come into court, but 

was settled practically by the occupier admitting 

himself to be mistaken in his interpretation of the 

Statute. 
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The lord of a manor with a grant of free warren 

generally may place his coneys wherever he pleases, 

either within the manor, or elsewhere, and not even 

a commoner can interfere with him. Under the 

altered conditions, however, which regulate sport, and 

the requirements of agriculturists at the present day, 

it is doubtful whether any one so circumstanced 

would think of asserting his strict legal right to such 

an extent as this. If he has a warren by prescription, 

he may use his right according to the accustomed 

privilege, but not further. If he has it by grant, he 

may go to the extent of his grant, but not beyond ; 

and in these cases, according to Serjeant Woolrych 

(‘Game Laws,’ p. 31), it seems to be the same 

whether there be or not any difference between 

‘warren’ and ‘free warren,’ z.c. whether the limited 

right should be termed ‘warren,’ and the more en- 

larged franchise ‘free warren.’ On the other hand, 

no action will lie against a lord of the manor for 

keeping coneys on land over which he has a right of 

warren. 

Any owner of a warren, whether enclosed or not, 

may prosecute a trespasser for killing rabbits or hares 

there. The remedy is specially provided by Section 

17 of the Larceny Act (24 & 25 Vict. c. 96), which 

runs as follows :—‘ Whosoever shall unlawfully_and- 
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wilfully, between the expiration of the first hour after 

sunset and the beginning of the last hour before sun- 

rise, take or kill any hare or rabbit in any warren or 

ground lawfully used for the breeding or keeping of 

hares or rabbits,! whether the same be enclosed or 

not, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour~: and whoso- 

ever shall unlawfully and wilfully, between the begin- 

ning of the last hour before sunrise and the expiration 

of the first hour after sunset, take or kill any hare or 

rabbit in any such warren or ground, or shall at any 

time set or use therein any snare or engine for the 

taking of hares or rabbits, shall, on conviction thereof 

before a Justice of the Peace, forfeit and pay such 

sum of money not exceeding five pounds as to the 

Justice shall seem meet.’ 

We shall have occasion later on to refer to further 

points of law when dealing with other portions of the 

general subject. 

Having now briefly glanced at the subject of 

' The ground must be used maz7/y for that purpose, for if 

only a few rabbits are kept, for example, in a rick-yard mainly 

used for other purposes, this offence would not be ‘committed 

(Regina v. Garratt, 6 C. & P. 369). In the case of Bevan v. 

Hopkinson (34 L.T. 142), where B. was caught with rabbits at 

night in a field forming part of a farm over which H. had the 

right of shooting, the Justices found as a fact that this field was 

not a warren within the meaning of this Act, and convicted B. 

of night poaching, under 9 Geo. IV. c. 69, s. 1. 
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warrens from the legal aspect, and having thus ob- 

tained, as I trust, a clear conception of the meaning 

of the term in its twofold signification, we may pro- 

ceed to consider some of the more important details 

connected with the formation and general manage- 

ment of a warren. 

It will be gathered from what has been already 

stated, that a warren may be unenclosed, and of con- 

siderable extent, as, for instance, when on sandhills 

by the sea, or upon open down-land ; or it may be 

of comparatively small size, say, forty or fifty acres, 

and enclosed for greater protection. The larger the 

feeding area, of course, the better, and the less need 

is there for enclosure, unless cattle or sheep are 

allowed to graze in the vicinity, since the rabbits have 

less incentive for straying, and the very openness of 

the ground gives greater security, for it makes it 

more difficult for an enemy to approach unséen. It 

is naturally otherwise when the warren is confined 

to a comparatively small area, for to prevent them 

from straying in search of ‘fresh woods and pastures 

new,’ it becomes necessary to confine them within 

stone walls or a rabbit-proof fence, which may serve 

the double purpose of preventing the rabbits from 

getting out, and other creatures from getting in. 

The question of soil is of the first importance, for 
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upon the suitability or otherwise of the ground 

selected the success of the undertaking will, in a 

great measure, depend. A stiff clay soil, for example, 

is very undesirable ; nor can rabbits burrow properly 

where the ground is too rocky. What suits them 

best is a light sandy soil, and peaty ground, as on 

moorlands, will do well enough provided it does not 

lie so low as to become flooded after heavy rain, in 

which case, of course, the young rabbits would be 

drowned, and the older ones driven out of house and 

home. ‘Burrows in flat ground,’ says Mr. Simpson of 

Wortley, ‘are the cause of serious loss, for during 

heavy and sudden rains, the holes become reservoirs 

into which the water quickly drains, and drowns the 

young rabbits.’ In an old warren in his neighbourhood, 

which is level—and where the rabbits are forced to 

burrow on the flat surface—not a year passes without 

serious loss from drowning. Two years in succession 

it was reckoned that nearly the whole of the first 

brood was lost. After a storm every burrow would 

be full of water, and numbers of very young rabbits 

might be seen lying dead, floated out at the mouths 

of the holes. 

Hilly, sloping, or undulating ground, with a light 

soil, is what one would naturally select if available ; 

failing this, heavy land may be treated in such a way 
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as to counteract, ina great measure, its natural dis- 

advantages. For example, on a clay soil, wherein 

rabbits evince a disinclination to burrow, their com- 

fort may be secured by artificially throwing up 

mounds of earth on the surface, and sowing them 

with grass seed. Mr. Simpson recommends that 

such mounds should be thrown up in parallel lines, 

about roo yards apart, They are easily made, 

and will cost about 9d. per cubic yard to throw up. 

They may be about four yards wide, and three feet 

above the ground line at the apex. In making them, 

the following directions should be given to the 

labourers: ‘Set out a circular piece of ground, four 

yards wide, and round that a ring a yard wide. Dig 

the soil out of the outer ring, and throw it roughly 

into the centre, gradually making a conical heap, 

with holes here and there, formed by rearing up on 

end two large sods, and placing them gable-wise. 

Above this the earth should be piled loosely till the 

desired height is attained.’ 

With this incentive to begin digging on their 

own account, the rabbits will soon complete these 

excavations, and form regular burrows. Mr. Simpson 

notes the importance of having them so made at first, 

that the rabbits can find shelter in them at once, 

and when fresh stock is introduced into a warren, the 
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animals should always be put into the burrows on 

arrival. Strange rabbits, he says, if put down in the 

open, will wander round the outskirts at the fence, 

and will lie and sulk for some time before they find 

a burrow ; whereas when put into the burrows they 

stick to them, and are sooner at home. When a 

mound is finished, it should slope with a curve to the 

bottom of the trench out of which the soil has been 

dug, where it will be about five yards in diameter. 

Should the soil or subsoil be of such a nature as to 

cause the rain water and drainings from the heap to 

stand in the trench, grips or drains should be made 

to the nearest field drain or outlet to let the water off. 

The object of having these mounds of moderate 

size, and about 100 yards apart, is to ensure the 

rabbits cropping the pasture regularly in every part, 

from beginning to end of the season, and a greater 

distance than roo yards apart is not desirable, as 

experience will soon prove. Besides, rabbits breed 

best in small colonies. If there be objections to the 

mounds being so close, they may be put wider apart, 

but they must be proportionately larger. Two men 

will throw the heaps up in a very short time, and 

should the ground come to be used for any other 

purpose, they can be quickly levelled down again.! 

' See some very practical remarks on ‘ Artificial Rabbit 

Burrows’ in 7he Field of March 18, 1893. 
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The success of a warren, however, depends on the 

burrows being distributed regularly over the pasture. 

If this be attended to the rabbits will eat all the 

grass, and be proportionately prolific : otherwise loss 

is certain. 

It should be observed that this excellent advice of 

Mr. Simpson is chiefly applicable to warrens in which 

rabbits are bred for the market, and are taken by 

means of ferrets and nets, or with a specially con- 

structed ‘trap-fence.’ Where the warren is laid out 

for the purpose of shooting, something more than 

this is required. For example, it will be found a 

good plan to throw down heaps of faggots, which 

afford excellent temporary shelter from wind and 

rain. Rabbits love to lie under them, snug and dry, 

and previous to a day’s shooting the stacks may 

easily be ferretted, and the rabbits, when driven out, 

prevented from returning by surrounding the stacks 

with wire-netting, which can be afterwards removed. 

From what has been already stated, under the 

heading of Disease (p. 46), it will be seen that it is 

of great importance that the ground should not 

become stale or tainted, if a healthy stock of rabbits 

is to be maintained ; and to prevent this one can 

hardly do better than follow the advice of Mr. Lloyd 

Price, whose experience in such matters is well 

known. Herecommends that portions of the ground 
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should be fenced with wire-netting, and crops of 

clover, oats, or beans grown within the enclosure. 

When these have been carried, or partly so, the wire- 

netting may be removed, and the rabbits allowed 

access to this reserved ground. By changing the 

position of these plots the rabbits get access periodi- 

cally to fresh untainted ground, and thrive ac- 

cordingly. 

Mr. Simpson doubts the probability of the land 

becoming what has been termed ‘ rabbit-sick’ if it is 

dressed—as he has practised annually—with a good 

dressing of gas lime and salt. It may be imagined 

that this offensive-smelling manure would be injurious 

to the rabbits, and prevent their feeding on the 

ground treated with it. This supposition, the author 

maintains, is a fallacy, as, so far from the gas lime 

being repulsive to rabbits, they will even make their 

burrows in a heap of it. 

He attributes the failure of many of the old 

warrens to the fact that thousands of rabbits have 

been removed from them year after year, and perhaps 

forty to fifty thousand pounds weight of meat and 

bones taken away annually, and nothing put back. 

His estimate of the number of rabbits that can be 

kept on an acre of grass, properly manured with gas 

' As to this, see under heading ‘ Disease,’ p. 47. 
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lime and salt, is from fifty to a hundred per year. 

On the larger inclosed warren at Wortley Hall, which 

is only partially stocked (77 acres of park land with 

some covert adjoining), the average number of rabbits 

taken up each year has been 3,000, which is about 

forty rabbits per acre, and a good deal of grass is left 

uneaten. It is not to be inferred from this, however, 

that a warren half the size would produce the same 

number of rabbits to the acre. No doubt half the 

number of acres will suffice to feed 3,000, but they 

require space as well as food or their domestic 

arrangements will be sadly interfered with. Over- 

crowding means interference with the does when 

suckling, and there ought to be room enough to 

obviate their being disturbed, as they would be if there 

were too many occupants of one burrow. If a warren 

is to pay for maintaining there is no need to waste 

half the food it will produce. This implies a loss. 

If there is to be a profit, the area and the feed upon 

it should be no greater than is actually required to 

support the stock. The question how many rabbits 

should go to the acre can only be answered in general 

terms, for it is obvious that an acre: in one county 

may contain double the quantity of food found on 

another where the soil and the nature of the vegeta- 

tion may vary considerably. 
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It goes without saying that, where shooting is the 

object in view, the more natural covert there is upon 

a warren—in the shape of gorse, fern, heather, or 

tussocks of grass—the better, not only for the rabbits, 

but also for winged game, especially partridges and 

woodcock. Natural shelter of this sort is always 

attractive to the latter, and the enjoyment of a day’s 

rabbit-shooting is always heightened by coming 

suddenly upon a covey that lies well in such ground 

or flushing (and, let us hope, bagging) an unexpected 

woodcock. 

The amount of fencing which may be required to 

protect a warren adequately must depend wholly 

upon circumstances. The ground may be so situated 

as to be surrounded either wholly or in part by stone 

walls, which only require to be topped with wire to 

constitute an efficient rabbit-proof barrier. Where 

this is the case a considerable saving of expense 

may be effected ; for all that is needed, after stopping 

holes and crannies, is to surmount the wall with wire- 

netting, laid on sticks a yard long, in such a way as 

to slope inwards, and so prevent the rabbits from 

jumping out, the sticks being kept in their places 

by heavy stones, and earth rammed into the inter- 

stices. 

Where no such boundary walls exist, one must 
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have recourse to fencing, the cost of which, according 

to Mr. Simpson, need not exceed one shilling per 

yard. For this outlay one may construct a fence 

which will keep in the rabbits, prevent their burrow- 

ing under or leaping over, and strong enough to turn 

cattle or ordinary trespassers. The fence is made 

with two sizes of wire-netting ; that at the bottom 

must be at least 18 in. wide, with 1} in. mesh, as a 

larger mesh lets through the younger rabbits, which do 

not return. The upper wirework is 2} ft. wide, with 

a msin, mesh, This wirework is supported by oak 

or larch posts, 54 ft. long, charred at the bottom. 

The netting is placed inside the posts, which are driven 

eighteen inches deep, a yard apart, so that they stand 

four feet out of the ground. Each piece of netting is 

folded so that part of it is horizontal ; six inches of the 

lower netting lies flat on the ground—this, it is found, 

prevents the rabbits burrowing under; and six inches of 

the upper netting, also, is turned in horizontally, and 

is supported by bolts and a wire, so as to prevent the 

rabbits running up and leaping over. The tops of 

the posts are secured by being connected with stout 

wire, either plain or barbed, the latter making it cattle 

proof. This wire is found to prevent the entrance 

of foxes. 

Where sheep or cattle are allowed to graze on the 

F2 
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outside of a warren there is always a risk of their 

breaking down the wire-netting by pressing against it 

from the outside in their attempts to reach the herb- 

age within, and some further precaution on this score 

may be necessary. To obviate this danger Mr. Lloyd 

Price recommends that short posts, standing a foot 

above the surface of the ground, should be driven in 

outside the warren fence, and about two feet away 

from it, and that a barbed wire should be run along 

the tops of them ; that is to say, at a height designed to 

catch the knee of an animal proceeding to examine 

the permanent fence with a view to offensive opera- 

tions ; and when once any beast has had a taste of 

its quality, the low, inoffensive-looking wire is always 

avoided most carefully in future, thus saving the 

regular fence from much ill-usage in the shape of 

horning, rubbing, or other attacks. Of course, this 

little extra precaution adds to the expense, but it is 

an excellent safeguard. 

If the warren is not intended to be shot over, but 

is merely maintained for the purpose of breeding 

rabbits for the market, they may be taken either by 

ferreting and netting, or by means of an ingenious 

contrivance designed by Mr. Simpson, and termed 

by him a ‘ rabbit trap-fence.’ This is a long piece of 

wirework, as long as the covert to be worked, say, 50 
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or too yards. It is reared up and temporarily sup- 

ported on its whole length with stakes, the bottom 

just touching the ground. Parallel to it another 

length of fencing is set up, the lower part of which 

projects inwards, and is supported by a number of 

pieces of loose stick, propping it up every twenty feet. 

When the rabbits come out to feed they run under 

the first netting, the lower part of which is open, but 

cannot pass the second ; and a man who is concealed 

at some distance pulls a galvanised wire, which upsets 

the whole of the sticks holding up the flap of wire, 

which consequently falls down, and as many as 500 

rabbits have been caught at once between the two 

fences. 

As there are probably many landowners who would 

prefer to lay out a warren on a less extensive plan 

than that advocated by Mr. Simpson, it may be well 

to quote here the experience of Mr. J. H. Leche on 

a warren of forty acres only, as described by him in 

The Field of February 24, 1894. He writes :—‘ The 

total acreage is about forty acres, of which seventeen is 

grass only, with no burrows on it; the remainder is 

young covert, about twenty years old. Part of that 

which is planted is sandy, and part clay subsoil; the 

open part is, generally speaking, strong soil. It was in- 

closed in April, 1893, and when we shot it, we killed 
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exactly 1,000 rabbits to six guns before luncheon. 

Only seventy of these were killed in the open, and the 

rest were killed crossing rides, in the part which is 

wood. ‘The wood is divided down the centre bya 

broad grass ride, and there are eight cross rides. In 

August and September 250 live rabbits were turned 

into the warren which had not been bred there. 

About October 1 (or three weeks before we shot) I 

found the rabbits were very thin, and between then 

and the time we shot they consumed about fifteen 

loads of swedes, two bags of Indian corn, and two 

trusses of best hay. Inferior hay is of no use; 

rabbits will not eat it, or, if they do, it does them 

very little good. The hay was placed under sheets 

of corrugated iron, supported by four ordinary stakes. 

By this means it was kept dry—a most important 

thing to see to, for unless kept dry rabbits will scarcely 

look at it. The swedes were grown on a piece of 

land inside one of the coverts, which was ploughed 

for the purpose, and, having the old turf in it, the 

land required no manure of any kind. Since we shot 

I have had every rabbit I could get hold of destroyed, 

and I re-stocked the warren about the last week in 

January. Altogether about 1,100 rabbits were killed. 

‘The open part of the warren is land worth, say, 

12, per acre to farm, and I have limed all the rough- 
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est part, applying about five tons to the acre, and 

since then it has been moss harrowed. The part 

which is eaten off bare will be dressed with a light 

application of dissolved bones, also the main ride 

down the centre of the wood. 

‘You cannot have a large stock of rabbits, year 

after year, on a small warren like this, without periodi- 

cally doing something to help the land upon which 

you keep them ; but, by clearing the ground for three 

months every year, and occasionally liming, I believe it 

to be quite possible ; and I see no reason why a rabbit 

warren should not pay if you do not shoot the rabbits, 

but watch the markets, and either trap or net them.’ 

Trapped or snared rabbits should realise, say, 

2s. gd. a couple ; shot ones 25. 8d. acouple ; taking 

out, of course, any badly shot, and sending only good 

sound rabbits to market. 

It is important to bear in mind the difference 

between farming a warren for profit, and laying it out 

for sporting purposes. In the former case you may 

have four or five times as many rabbits to the acre as 

can be maintained in the latter case. Mr. Simpson, 

referring to the former, writes:—‘I know, and am 

sure, that fifty rabbits can be produced to an acre 

of fair pasture ; but I should expect a hundred.’! 

1 The Field, March 14, 1896. This opinion is confirmed 
by another writer in Zhe Field of November 9, 1889. 
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Another correspondent wrote :—‘ In a season like 

the past summer, when grass was abundant, our ground 

would have produced at least 150 rabbits to the acre. 

As it is, fifty to the acre have not consumed one 

quarter of the pasture. Large tracts of it are still 

untouched. So rank was the herbage in August and 

September that about thirty cattle had to be turned 

in to help to eat it down.’ 

On the other hand, rabbit warrens which are used 

for sporting purposes only, and are not shot until 

November, will not bear ten rabbits to the acre 

without serious damage. \Warrens which are farmed, 

and snared or netted from the end of September 

onward, are not so unremunerative ; but the gun should 

be discarded until the very last. 

As to the effect of rabbits on pasture, a practical 

observer, after three years’ experience, has remarked 

that ‘a rabbit puts nothing back into the ground, 

though he extracts the utmost from it. He leaves 

little manure on the grass, and his droppings have 

little manurial value.’ This is not the case where 

rabbits are farmed in hutches, and the hutches are 

periodically shifted. Major Morant, in his ‘ Profitable 

Rabbit Farming,’ writes:—‘It is generally believed 

that the manure of rabbits injures the ground; but 

this is a great mistake: it is as beneficial as that of 
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sheep.’ The question is : Do rabbits in hutches which 

are frequently moved, injure or benefit pasture? ‘The 

answer to this is supplied by a writer in Zhe Field of 

January 11, 1896, who remarks :—‘I have had 300 

rabbits in hutches on a pasture in front of my house, 

and the hutches were moved twice a week. The 

effect on the pasture was simply marvellous—quite 

equal to the effect of sheep. The manure from fixed 

hutches was sold to farmers at seven shillings for a 

small cartload, and the demand was far in excess of 

the supply.’ 

As to the profit to be made out of rabbit-farm- 

ing, that must depend upon various circumstances— 

acreage, and proportionate cost of fencing, rent, and 

keepers’ wages, cost of winter feeding (old hay, 

swedes, Indian corn, &c.), cost of dressing with gas- 

lime and salt where the impoverished herbage re- 

quires it (see p. 47), and so forth, 

The result obtained by Mr. Simpson, in Yorkshire, 

seems to have been very different from that obtained 

by Mr. Elwes, in Gloucestershire, where, if we are not 

mistaken, the rabbit land is poor pasture on the 

oolite limestone, and not worth more than‘5s. per acre, 

pastured, moreover, with sheep to its fullest capacity. 

Mr. Elwes is no believer in the profits supposed to 

be made out of rabbit warrens, or in the possibility 
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of keeping fifty or even a hundred rabbits to the 

acre for a series of years.' As Mr. Simpson, how- 

ever, has demonstrated that it can be done, and 

has answered Mr. Elwes’s objections,” it is evident 

that no general rule can be laid down, and that 

results must in every case depend upon the conditions 

under which the warren is formed, and the nature of 

the ground selected for the purpose. 

Whether warrens deteriorate in their productive 

qualities in course of time, or not, is a disputed 

question, to which Mr. Lloyd Price, however, has 

given a decided answer. He asserts that if properly 

managed, a warren does of deteriorate, but continues 

its production per acre without cessation, subject only 

to the chance of very inclement and wet seasons. 

After fifteen years’ experience, he found, in 1894, that 

the same land which, under sheep, yielded 2s. 6a. per 

acre, produced 18s. per acre when under rabbits. 

All these subjects are discussed in his book 

‘Rabbits for Profit, and Rabbits for Powder ;’ and are 

dealt with also by Mr. Simpson and Major Morant in 

their respective treatises above mentioned. 

The limited space at disposal here precludes our 

discussing them at greater length. To these sources 

of information, therefore, we may refer the reader 

' The Field, March 7, 1896. 2 Ibid. March 14, 1896. 
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who is desirous of going into greater detail than we 

have been enabled to do in the foregoing pages. 

The duties of a warrener at the present day are 

somewhat different from what they used to be when 

Sam Alken, that prince of sporting artists, portrayed 

the good old-fashioned sort which we see depicted 

on the opposite plate—a facsimile reproduction from 

his drawing. On looking at it, one cannot but 

admire the sturdy and weather-beaten form accus- 

tomed to work single-handed in all weathers, and the 

‘scratch pack’ by which he is accompanied, any 

member of which is able to catch and hold the 

heaviest buck rabbit, or tackle a stoat or polecat with 

the slightest encouragement. 

A century ago the wold warreners were wont to 

catch their rabbits with ‘fold-nets,’ with ‘ spring nets,’ 

and with ‘tipes,’ or tip-traps. The ‘fold-nets’ were 

set about midnight, between the burrows and the 

feeding ground, the rabbits being driven in by dogs, 

and kept enclosed in the fold until morning. The 

warrener would drive towards the net with the wind 

if possible ; a side wind would do, but nothing could 

be done if the wind blew over the net towards the 

outlying rabbits. This is also very noticeable when 

catching hares with ‘hays,’ and arises from their very 

keen sense of smell. 
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A rough-coated dog, called a lurcher, smaller and 

shorter than a greyhound, but somewhat of the same 

build, was often used to drive the rabbits towards the 

nets, and with the warrener’s training was rendered 

extremely useful, for he was taught to watch the 

rabbits out at feed, when he would dart on them 

without the least noise, and carry them one by one to 

his master, who would wait in some convenient spot 

to receive them. 

The ‘spring net’ was generally laid round a hay- 

stack or other object likely to attract rabbits in 

numbers. 

The ‘tipe,’ or tip-trap, was a kind of cistern, with 

a lid nicely balanced on a pin through its centre, 

over which the rabbits were led through a narrow 

meuse. The lid was at first bolted so as not to tip 

up, and the rabbits were allowed to go through the 

meuse, and pass over it for some nights until they 

got accustomed to the run. The bolt was then with- 

drawn, and one after another they would be tipped 

into the cistern, from which, in due time, they were 

‘culled’ by the warrener, who killed the fat ones, and 

turned the others out to improve. By this means, at 

the end of the season, the bucks and does were sorted, 

one of the former being considered sufficient for six 

or seven of the latter, and the nearer they could be 
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brought to this proportion, the greater was the 

produce of young expected. Great precaution was 

needed in using these traps, for should too many 

rabbits be admitted at once, or allowed to remain for 

too many hours in the closed cistern, numbers would 

die from heat and suffocation, and the carcasses would 

be spoiled. The cisterns, therefore, had to be care- 

fully watched, and when the required number was 

caught the meuse was stopped, and the trap-door 

fastened. In this way it was possible to take five or 

six hundred rabbits in a single night. 

The trap-fence adopted by Mr. Simpson, and 

already described. (p. 68), is an improvement on this 

method, and has much to recommend it; but the 

majority of warreners at the present day are content 

to get their rabbits by trapping, ferreting, netting, and 

digging out. A rabbit thus caught always fetches a 

better price at market than one which has been shot, 

for the skin is then uninjured, and there are no ugly 

wounds, nor extravasation of blood beneath the skin, 

to spoil the appearance of the meat. 

When treating of the natural enemies of the 

rabbit (pp. 39-44) we took occasion to allude briefly 

to the stoat, weasel, polecat, fox, badger, rat, and cat. 

The warrener who knows his business will not tolerate 

the presence of any of these on the warren if he can 
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help it. The three first-named are best caught in one 

of two ways : either in an iron trap (or gin) over which 

a bait is suspended, or in a box-trap. In the former 

case the trap should be set close to the wall or fence 

which surrounds the warren, and on the outside, not 

only to avoid catching a rabbit, but because a stoat 

or weasel, in an attempt to get in, will run a long 

way on the outside of the fence and quite close to it, 

The bait should be suspended at a little height above 

the trap, so as to cause the animal to rear up in its 

attempt to reach it, and, by overbalancing, to drop 

on the plate of the trap and so get caught. The trap 

in this case should always be set with the catch next 

the wall, for, if placed the other way, the intended 

victim might not be heavy enough to weigh down the 

lever and so spring thetrap. The entrails of a rabbit 

or fowl make as good a bait as can be used, the smell 

being attractive for a long distance. If this cannot 

be procured immediately it is wanted, and a bit of 

butcher’s meat has to be substituted, it may be made 

more enticing by scenting it with musk, or oil of 

rhodium, or aniseed. This will be attractive also to 

rats and cats ; but of them we shall have more to say 

later. A trap should never be re-set in the same 

place after a kill, and should be handled as little as 

possible, and with gloves on, for these wild creatures 
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are wonderfully quick in detecting the taint of the 

human hand. 

The second mode of catching stoats and weasels 

is by means of a good-sized box-trap, not sémg/e, like a 

mouse-trap, but dowb/e—that is, to open at both ends ; 

and it may be either baited with a strong smelling 

bait, or have an unbaited gin set in the middle of it. 

A stoat or weasel is more likely to enter a box-trap if 

he can see daylight through it than if it be closed at 

one end like a mouse-trap. For this reason it will 

often answer well to place a gin in a culvert or drain, 

or set one (unbaited) at each end. A modification of 

this plan is to set a few slates or tiles in a sloping 

position, and in a row against the foot of a wall with 

an unbaited gin behind them on the ground. We 

have caught many a rat by this plan, and it is equally 

efficacious for weasels. For our own part, however, 

we would not ruthlessly trap and kill every weasel 

and stoat on the warren. A few of these animals, if 

left to their own devices, are useful in checking too 

abundant an increase of rabbits, and, indirectly, im- 

proving the stock by killing the weakly ones, which 

are more easily captured. 

The utility of the weasel, in checking the devasta- 

tion of field mice, has never been more clearly 

established than by the evidence which was tendered 
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to the Committee appointed by the Board of Agri- 

culture to inquire into the plague of field voles in 

Scotland, in 1892. Inthe Minutes of Evidence ap- 

pended to the Report of this Committee, issued in 

1893, will be found numerous statements, elicited by 

cross-examination of the witnesses, which tend to 

prove beyond doubt that the weasel is the natural 

enemy of field mice, and that no greater mistake 

could be made than to destroy the former where the 

latter are numerous, or threatening to become so, 

The field mice did incalculable mischief in Scotland 

by eating up the grass on the sheep runs, thereby 

causing the sheep to starve, and consequently to 

depreciate in value, while the failure of lambs was so 

serious as to cause heavy loss to the farmers. It is 

easy to foresee what would be the effect in a rabbit 

warren if it were to be similarly over-run by field 

mice, and there were no weasels to keep them in 

check. 

From a huntsman’s point of view, of course, foxes 

are best left alone—that is, if the warren is in a hunt- 

ing country. They must eat to live, and being fond 

of rabbits, they will take these where they can get 

them easily, and pay the less attention to pheasants and 

other game. Should the warren, however, happen to 

be situated in sandhills near the sea, on unrideable 
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moorland, in rocky ground, or in a country unvisited 

by fox-hounds, the warrener probably will not be 

much troubled with conscientious scruples in regard 

to the destruction of foxes, when, if they should prove 

to be too numerous, a poisoned bait, an iron trap, or 

a well-timed shot, will put a stop to the too rapid 

consumption of coneys. 

Wandering cats, as every gamekeeper knows to 

his cost, are an unmitigated nuisance, and when they 

take to feeding on young rabbits, of which they are 

very fond, the warrener will have to put a stop to such 

proceedings as soon as possible. The quickest way 

to get rid of them is to shoot them, although, by the 

expenditure of a little more time and trouble, they 

may be cleared off by poisoning, or trapping. In wet 

weather cats will walk along the wall of a plantation, 

when it will be found a good plan to hollow out a 

coping stone and set a round trap in it. 

Rats, also, have to be reckoned with, and in 

warrens are best got rid of by ferreting ; but by digging 

out and bolting them, a good many may be killed 

with the aid of the ‘scratch pack’ above referred to. 

The ferret, however, is so indissolubly associated with 

the rabbit, and so important an ally of the warrener, 

as to deserve special treatment in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER III 

FERRETING 

WHEN the Romans introduced the rabbit into Italy 

they introduced the custom of hunting it with ferrets ;! 

and when they carried the same animal into Britain 

they imported the same custom with it. The great 

reason for the Roman introduction of the former 

animal into both was the pleasure which they took in 

hunting it with the latter. The Britons adopted what 

the Romans practised, and have transmitted to us, 

their successors, the Roman-Spanish hunt, and the 

Roman-Spanish name for the animal employed in it ; 

denominating the latter Vzverra, in Welsh Guivaer, 

and in Irish -izvead, or Ferret. 

The early use of ferrets is made apparent from 

several sources of information. They were employed 

by Genghis Khan? in his imperial hunting circle at 

Termed in 1221, and are mentioned by the Emperor 

) Pliny, Hest, Mat. lib. x. cap. 21. 

? Ranking, Hestorzcal Researches on the Sports of the Mon- 

gols and Romans (1826), p. 33. 
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Frederick II. of Germany in 1245, amongst the 

animals used for hunting.! . 

So long ago as 1390 in Richard II.’s time a statute 

was passed prohibiting anyone from keeping or using 

greyhounds and /yre¢s who had not lands or tenements 

of the annual value of 4os. Both the /ychew and the 

fyret are mentioned in ‘Thystorye of Reynard the 

Foxe,’ as printed by Caxton in 1481,? and in the ‘ Book 

of St. Albans’ in 1486. In the ‘ Household Book 

of Lord William Howard of Naworth,’ several entries 

occur which clearly indicate the employment of ferrets 

and nets for taking rabbits in Cumberland in 1621.3 

Many writers have asserted that the ferret is a 

native of Africa, but the statement lacks confirmation 

from the fact that the animal has not been met with 

in a wild state in any part of that continent, where, 

however, other kinds of weasels exist. The better 

opinion is that the ferret is merely a domesticated 

variety of the polecat, with which it is frequently 

crossed for the purpose of improving the breed. 

There are positively no cranial, dental, or other struc- 

1 De arte Venandi, ed. Schneider, 1788, tome i. p. 3. 

2 Ed. Percy Society, p. 109. 

3 This volume is of much interest not only to antiquaries but 

also to sportsmen from the numerous allusions which it contains 

to blackgame, roedeer, woodcock, wild-fowl, salmon, &c. It 

was printed for the Surtees Society in 1878. 

G2 
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tural characters by which they can be distinguished, 

and the brown variety of the ferret is so like a 

polecat that it might well be mistaken for one. The 

appearance of a ferret is too well known to require 

description. With most wild animals the result of 

domestication is to increase their size and weight. 

With the ferret it is otherwise. The average weight of 

a male polecat is 23 lb., and of a female 13 Ib. ; 

no such weights have ever been recorded for ferrets. 

The reason for this is no doubt to be found in the 

different conditions of existence to which the two 

animals are subjected; confinement, want of fresh 

air, insufficient exercise, and want of warm animal 

food operate in the case of the ferret to produce an 

undersized, weakly, and spiritless progeny. 

There can be no doubt that the more the treat- 

ment of ferrets approximates to the natural conditions 

of life, the hardier and better they will be, and this is 

the secret of success in their management. Instead of 

keeping them in a shed or outhouse, in a small hutch 

with a bedding of musty straw, saturated with wet 

and dirt, so productive of ‘foot rot,’ ‘sweat,’ and 

other diseases, with a small saucer of sour milk and 

a piece of tainted meat on which to live or starve, 

they should be kept, at all events for the greater part 

of the year, as much as possible in the open air. 
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If there is sufficient ground at disposal, a good 

method of keeping ferrets is to make an enclosure with 

planks set edgewise one above another, and held in 

proper position with stakes. The sides should be 

high enough to keep the ferrets in, and low enough to 

be stepped over when necessary for the purpose of 

cleaning out the hutches. The latter should be off 

the damp ground, and have small openings for the 

animals to go in and out, so that they may be comfort- 

able and warm at night. They are thus enabled 

during the fine weather to gallop about the enclosure, 

bask in the sun, and breathe pure air, the result being 

that they remain lively and vigorous, and free from 

disease. 

The most suitable food is bread and milk, or 

porridge (not too wet, and by no means allowed to 

become sour), varied occasionally with fresh meat in 

the shape of small birds, mice, young rats, or a piece 

of freshly killed and warm rabbit. This should be 

tied to a staple with a bit of string to prevent the 

ferrets from dragging it into their sleeping place and 

thus soiling the bedding. They should never be fed 

in the morning of the day on which they are to be 

used, but on being brought home should have a good 

supper as soon as possible, and should then be allowed 

to go to sleep. 
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On commencing to’ keep ferrets it is of course 

important to get hold of healthy stock, and the inex- 

perienced beginner who is no judge of points must 

be guided by the advice of friends, or rely upon a 

good breeder. The sexes are distinguished as ‘hob’ 

(or ‘dog ’) and ‘jill,’ and should be kept apart except 

at pairing time, when they may run together fora day or 

two. Ferrets will breed twice a year, but usually only 

once, in summer. The period of gestation lasts six 

weeks, and the young, usually six or seven in number, 

are born blind, and do not open their eyes for a month. 

Within a week of their being expected, the sleeping 

compartment of the mother should be closed, after 

making up a fresh bed, and not be reopened for the 

next five or six weeks ; for if disturbed before then 

the mother will probably destroy them. 

When they first show themselves outside their 

sleeping box and begin to feed with the ‘jill,’ they will 

require careful attention and must be fed three or 

four times a day. When about ten weeks old, if 

looking strong and well, they may be put in another 

hutch. 

As above stated the ferret will breed readily with 

the wild polecat, and there can be no doubt that a 

cross with the latter improves the breed materially, 

for the young are stronger in constitution, and work 
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quicker and longer than ordinary ferrets, which after 

two years get slow and lazy. The half-bred progeny 

while growing up require more handling and more 

work than ordinary ferrets do, or they get shy of being 

picked up. The second cross is perhaps the best for 

general purposes, although the first cross produces 

capital ratworkers round stacks where agility is indis- 

pensable. 

On the subject of muzzling and coping much 

difference of opinion prevails. The writer favours 

the view that a ferret should never be muzzled, and 

it is doubtful whether coping ought not also to be 

dispensed with, as it clearly should be when hunting 

rats. A coped ferret cannot kill a rabbit, but will 

scratch and worry it in the attempt to do so. A rabbit 

will bolt much sooner from a ferret that is free. If 

the ferret be worked on a line, care should be taken 

that there are no roots of trees or rocks underground, 

or the line will soon get fast, and occasion much 

trouble. 

It will not do to handle ferrets while they are quite 

young, or the old one will very likely destroy them. It 

will be time enough to handle them when half grown, 

and it should then be done boldly without snatch- 

ing the hand away, or it will provoke them to bite. 

As to the mode of transport nothing can be more 
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objectionable than the time-honoured ‘bag’ which 

most keepers and warreners use to save themselves 

trouble. Carried in this, a ferret is never at rest, 

and is so cramped and worried as to lose half its 

energy for work. Should the bag get wet, as is often 

the case, either from a downpour of rain or from 

being laid down on wet grass, the ferret is made 

thoroughly miserable, and will take an early oppor- 

tunity of ‘laying up’ in the first comfortable burrow 

it enters. The best way to carry ferrets about is in a 

small wooden box with a rope handle. It should be 

perfectly dry, and one half may be partitioned off, with 

asmall hole for ingress and egress, and be littered 

down with fine shavings of willow, or deal ; or, failing 

either of these, straw. Carried about in a box like 

this, they will get rest, and be much more lively when 

wanted for use. 

In ‘entering’ young ferrets it is a good plan to 

let them run with the mother, who will soon initiate 

them in working a rabbit burrow. If they are slow 

to follow her down a hole, she can be used with a 

line and pulled back from time to time to entice them 

forward. It is as well to give a young ferret its first 

chance in a burrow where it will be sure to find a 

rabbit, as in a short sandy hole, and to reward it with 

a kill. Nor should it be worked too long at first, but 



FERRETING 89 

be allowed an occasional rest. If a rabbit is bolted 

and shot, it should be pegged down outside the hole, 

so that the ferret on coming out may find it at once, 

and be rewarded. Should a ferret ‘lay up’ or remain 

a long time in a hole, another ferret on a line should 

be run in, and the truant dug out; hence the desira- 

bility of choosing an easy place to begin with when 

entering young ferrets. 

A rabbit will sometimes decline to bolt, and will 

be killed in a burrow; the ferret will then have a 

gorge and ‘lay up.’ In that case the plan is to leave 

a- boy to watch the burrow, or to set a box-trap just 

outside, and visit it next morning. 

An old ferret that has been used constantly in 

the same neighbourhood, will learn to find its way 

home like a dog. Instances of this ‘homing instinct,’ 

as it has been termed, have been frequently com- 

mented on, and reported. See Zhe Field, January 25, 

and February 1 and 8, 1873; January 23 and 30, 

1886 ; March 17, 1888. 

The late Dr. G. J. Romanes, in his book on 

‘ Animal Instinct,’! states that on one occasion while 

ferreting rabbits he lost a ferret about a mile from 

home, and that some days afterwards the animal 

returned. He adds: ‘I once kept a ferret as a 

1 Internat. Sci. Series, vol. xli. second edition, 1882. 
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domestic pet. He was a very large specimen, and 

my sister taught him a number of tricks such as 

begging for food, which he did quite as well and 

patiently as any terrier, leaping over sticks, &c. He 

became a very affectionate animal, delighting much in 

being petted and following like a dog when taken out 

for a walk. He would, however, only follow those 

persons whom he well knew. That his memory was 

exceedingly good was shown by the fact that after an 

absence of many months during which he was never 

required to beg, or to perform any of his tricks, he 

went through all his paces perfectly the first time that 

we again tried him.’ 

It is perhaps not generally known that other 

animals of the weasel kind, besides the ferret, are 

capable of being tamed, and make very pretty and 

engaging pets. 

Mademoiselle de Faister described her tame 

weasel to Buffon as playing with her fingers like a 

kitten, jumping on her head and neck, and if she 

presented her hands at the distance of three feet, it 

jumped into them without ever missing. It distin- 

guished her voice amidst twenty people, and sprang 

over everybody to get at her. She found it impossible 

to open a drawer or a box, or even to look at a paper 

without his examining it also. If she took up a paper 
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or book, and looked attentively at it, the weasel im- 

mediately ran upon her hand, and surveyed with an 

inquisitive air whatever she happened to hold. 

But to return to the ferret. We have already 

referred to the importance of preserving cleanliness 

in the hutches if ferrets are to be kept in health. 

The various diseases by which they may be attacked 

result chiefly from inattention to this point. Dis- 

temper or sweat, red mange or eczema, and foot-rot 

generally arise from the animals being kept in a dirty 

condition or in a damp situation. 

Three or four times a year the hutches should be 

washed out and disinfected with Condy’s fluid, and 

then whitewashed inside. This is the best way to 

keep them clean and sweet; at the same time, of 

course, attention must be paid to the bedding, which 

should never be allowed to remain wet or musty, nor 

should the ferrets be allowed to carry their food into 

their sleeping place, for any that is left there will soon 

turn sour, and become injurious. 

Ferrets do not require to be fed often; once in 

twenty-four hours should suffice; for if given food 

more frequently they are liable to get fat and lazy, 

instead of being (as they should be) keen and active. 

It is not easy to compress into a few pages all the 

points upon which it might be desirable to touch in 
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connection with the management and working of 

ferrets, but this perhaps is not altogether necessary, 

for several books written by experts have been devoted 

entirely to this subject. It will suffice to give a few 

hints that will be found useful in practice. 

When handling a ferret take it under the forelegs, 

above the ribs, and if it struggles, let its forelegs go 

through the fingers. Ferrets do not like to be held 

below the ribs. Do not handle a ‘jill’ ferret about 

to have a litter. The young ones should not be 

allowed to run with the old male, or ‘hob,’ until they 

can use their teeth.to defend themselves. By calling 

them to their food at meal-times they soon learn to 

obey a whistle like a dog, and give no trouble on being 

picked up. Moreover they can then.be let out much 

more frequently to run about, and with this indulgence 

are less likely to contract foot-rot. 

A ferret trained in this way will work a hedgerow 

from end to end by himself, affording his owner shot 

after shot if he stands well out in the open. 

Bells are of no use. They only alarm the rabbits, 

and are not heard in deep burrows. 

Nothing makes a rabbit lie so close as the sound 

of men tramping and talking, and terriers yapping 

overhead ; a terrier used for ferreting should be mute. 

Never talk loud, therefore, while ferreting, and xever 
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stand in front of a hole, but always away from it, or 

the rabbit will not bolt. Where possible choose the 

holes over which the wind is blowing towards you, for 

a rabbit’s sense of smell and hearing is very acute. 

When the ferret issues from a burrow do not be 

in a hurry to pick it up, but let it get a few feet from 

the hole, or. it may perhaps dodge back and refuse to 

come out again. Should this happen the truant may 

be enticed out by throwing down a dead rabbit at the 

mouth of the burrow. 

Everyone who has had experience of rabbit-shoot- 

ing must have remarked a fact which indicates either 

a want of intelligence in rabbits or an inability to 

learn by experience. When alarmed they run for 

their burrows, and when they reach them, instead of 

entering, they very frequently squat down to watch 

the enemy. Now, although they well know the 

distance at which it is safe to allow a man to approach 

with a gun, excess of curiosity, or a mistaken feeling 

of security in being so near their homes, induces 

the animals to allow him to approach within easy 

shooting distance. Yet that in other respects rabbits 

can learn by experience must be evident to all who 

are accustomed to shoot with ferrets. From burrows 

which have not been much ferreted, rabbits will bolt 

soon after the ferret is put in; but this is not the case 
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where rabbits have had previous experience of the 

association between ferrets and sportsmen. Rather 

than bolt under such circumstances, and so face 

the known danger of the waiting gun, rabbits will 

often allow themselves to be torn with the ferret’s 

claws and teeth. This is the case no matter how 

silently operations may be conducted ; the mere fact 

of a ferret entering their burrow seems to be enough 

to assure the rabbits that sportsmen are waiting for 

them outside. 
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CHAPTER IV 

SHOOTING 

Every lover of the gun will admit that he owes a debt 

of gratitude to the ubiquitous rabbit, and its extinction, 

which is not merely threatened by existing legislation, 

but in some places has been actually accomplished, 

will be a matter of regret for everyone but the agri- 

culturist who possesses no sporting instincts. The 

absence of a close time and the knowledge that rabbits 

may be shot all the year round—though we have ven- 

tured to protest against killing them after the expiration 

of the shooting season when the does are suckling their 

young (see pp. 10, 11)—afford many persons an excuse 

for a day’s sport when game cannot be killed ; while 

the fact that there are a great many shooters whose 

means do not permit of their renting partridge-ground 

or pheasant-coverts, justifies their regarding the rabbit 

as especially created for their particular diversion. 

Truly, a day’s covert-shooting without rabbits would 
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day with spaniels or terriers on a furze-clad common 

under similar circumstances would be rendered prac- 

tically abortive. The supply of ‘rabbit-pie’ would 

be dependent upon the commonplace efforts of the 

warrener, and half the charm of a day with the gun 

in the open would be gone. 

Who does not remember with feelings of pleasure 

the day when, allowed for the first time to carry a gun 

in company, his earliest efforts were directed towards 

circumventing and slaying a ‘bunny’? He was sure 

of a find, he could choose his distance, and pick his 

shot. Not only was the target a sufficiently large 

one, but, unlike the whirring partridge, it travelled at 

a speed sufficiently moderate to give time to aim, and 

with a little practice the young sportsman soon got 

into the way of handling his gun properly, and 

swinging it well forward with the happiest result. 

The schoolboy home for the Christmas holidays 

and taken out with a gun and ferret has good cause 

to be grateful for the lessons taught him by the wily 

rabbit, and if from inheritance, or choice, he possesses 

the true sporting instinct, he will in after days look 

with satisfaction upon his earliest efforts at rabbit- 

shooting. Many will be the ‘ misses,’ perhaps, and 

few the ‘hits,’ but there is sport even in missing, and 
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the day at length will come when the nerves are 

sufficiently steady and the aim sufficiently good to 

justify his being one of a shooting party under the 

guidance of an older hand. 

Not until the autumn leaves have commenced to 

fall, and briar and bramble have begun to look thin 

in the coverts, can rabbit-shooting be prosecuted with 

any advantage. The undergrowth is still too thick 

for any game to move through it rapidly, and the 

rabbits can only creep about, scarcely showing them- 

selves, and affording but poor chances of a shot 

across the rides. For as long as there is covert they 

will stick to it, and until the underwood gets thinner, 

they will double back and defy the most strenuous 

efforts of beaters to get them out. 

Nevertheless, long before the big woods can be 

beaten, rabbits will afford some amusement in the 

hedgerows amongst old pastures, if worked with one 

or two good spaniels and a gun on either side to 

shoot those that can be forced to bolt. Again, when 

the corn is ripe, and the reaping machine is at work, 

going round and round the field, laying swathe after 

swathe, and gradually reducing the area of standing 

grain, the rabbits instead of bolting will work towards 

the centre, availing themselves to the last of the little 

shelter that remains, until the men, at the bidding of 

H 
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the sportsmen, stop the horses, and constituting 

themselves beaters for the occasion, put out rabbit 

after rabbit towards the expectant gunners. Thus 

pressed they will make in fine style for the nearest 

hedgerow until turned head over heels by a well- 

directed charge of No. 6 shot. In this way a score 

of rabbits may often be killed in half an hour 

by a single gun, while if two guns are posted on 

opposite sides, the fun will be all the merrier while 

it lasts) The farmer will be well pleased, and the 

harvesters too, if they receive, as they should do, a 

rabbit or two apiece for their pains. 

Pending the advent of covert-shooting, there are 

few pleasanter ways of spending an afternoon than 

by shooting rabbits on a furze-clad common, either 

with dogs or beaters, or both. The surroundings are 

particularly exhilarating. The weather is usually 

splendid, everyone is in a good humour, the common 

is all aglow with the golden furze on which here and 

there the stonechat sits and clacks his disapproval 

at the invasion of his haunts. The merry spaniels 

cager to begin can scarce control their excitement, 

and the mere sight of a rabbit elicits from them a 

veritable yell of delight. With difficulty they are 

restrained until the guns are properly posted, each 

commanding a ride cut through the thick furze, with 



SHOOTING 99 

one behind the beaters to take toll of any rabbits that 

may go back. The word is given to advance, and 

the dogs at once dash in. It is marvellous how they 

face the furze, and how untiringly they work through- 

out a hot afternoon. The young shooter who leaves 

the ride and essays to follow them in quest of an 

open space in which he thinks to get plenty of 

shooting, is soon taught to wonder what sort of skin 

a dog possesses, when his own is lacerated at every 

step, and his knees above the gaiters are turned to 

pincushions. But the irritation of the moment is for- 

gotten in the excitement of the sport. <A spaniel 

gives tongue on his right, a sudden movement of 

the furze is seen, a great brown hare slips out in 

front of him and, cantering some way down the ride 

to his left, disappears on the other side before he has 

time to recover from his surprise. He has quite 

forgotten to ask his host whether hares are to be shot 

or not, so thinking it is perhaps rather too early in 

the season, he has prudently refrained from firing, 

and is pleased to be told later that he has done 

right. 

A shot from a neighbour’s gun followed by the 

squeal of a rabbit tells him that the latter was very 

nearly missed, but one of the spaniels has got hold of 

it, and it is speedily put out of pain. Another shot, 

H2 
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and another, serve to announce that the sport has 

now fairly started. Rabbits are everywhere on the 

move, working towards the rides down or across which 

they scamper in their haste to avoid the dogs, yet 

giving (if they only knew it) to the sportsmen a better 

chance of killing them than if they had remained in 

the furze. The dogs are in ecstasies of delight—the 

place is full of rabbits, and their pursuers are per- 

petually changing the quarry. But steadily the line is 

advancing, and every rabbit must, if possible, go for- 

ward, or break to the right or left across a ride in 

which a gun is posted. A dozen yards from where 

we stand, a little brown head peeps out, a large dark 

eye regards us wistfully, the owner of which is 

evidently speculating on his chance of crossing the 

ride in safety ; his ears twitch nervously ; he ‘ bucks 

up,’ and we instinctively grasp the gun-stock tighter in 

the expectation of an immediate shot. But his dis- 

cretion overcomes his valour ; we see the whisk of a 

white tail, and in an instant he has turned back and 

is lost to sight in the furze from which we fondly hoped 

he was about to bolt. Whilst marking the spot and 

wondering whether he will reappear (for a beater is 

not far off), another little brown face peers out, this 

time lower down the ride, and in an instant a brown 

streak crossing within easy range offers so quick a 
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chance, that we are scarcely surprised to see the turf 

receive the bulk of the charge a few inches behind 

the mark. So close a shave was it, however, that we 

mechanically walk to the spot for the purpose of seeing 

precisely how far we were out in our calculation, when, 

much to our satisfaction, we find the rabbit lying stone 

dead within a foot or two of the edge of the ride—a 

few outside pellets have done their work, and the 

career of that merry ‘bunter’ is ended. ‘Guns to 

the right of us, guns to the left of us’ proclaim a con- 

tinuation of the fray. A sudden yelp, another in a 

higher key, and then a chorus of spaniels as the entire 

pack sweep down a ride in full pursuit of a rabbit, 

and so close behind it that shooting is out of the 

question. A sudden wrench to the left, the leading 

dog overshoots the mark, and the second dog with 

the rabbit in his mouth falls headlong into the furze, 

the others tumbling head over heels upon them, a 

brown and white mass of struggling, writhing forms. 

The rabbit is with difficulty taken from them, and 

thrown down on the ride where a goodly row is 

already laid out and marks the progress that has been 

made. Inthe parallel ride a similar row is in evidence, 

amongst them a black one, and also a nice young 

leveret which someone has mistaken for a sandy 

rabbit. We are now approaching the end of the first 
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strip of furze, and as the beaters close up and the 

rabbits that have gone forward are getting towards 

their last place of refuge, the guns are having a lively 

time of it. ‘Rabbit on the right!’ shouts an excited 

beater ; ‘Rabbit coming out to the left !’ yells another. 

Shot after shot rings out, and many a grey form turns 

a somersault on the green ride, followed instantly by 

a spaniel, which after mouthing it for a few seconds, 

and wagging his tail, turns into the furze again to 

find another. 

And here we may remark upon the advantage of 

having one or two spaniels that can retrieve. It often 

happens that a wounded rabbit crawls away into thick 

furze, where without the aid of a dog it is difficult to 

find. ‘The stuff is often so dense that it is impossible 

to see the surface of the ground, and many a rabbit 

hit hard, or, as sometimes happens, killed by the dogs, 

is left behind for want of one that can bring it out. 

On this account spaniels are preferable to terriers, and 

being less excitable, they are not given to wander so 

far from the guns. Their longer coats too serve them 

in good stead in the sharp-pointed furze-brakes which 

they are compelled to face. 

As dogs and beaters draw nearer together, and the 

excitement increases, great care has to be exercised by 

the guns lest some unlucky spaniel, more impetuous 
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than the rest, should receive a charge of shot not in- 

tended for him. And here the schoolboy should be 

told to take the cartridges from his gun, and watch 

the cool procedure of the older hands. He should be 

taught always to ‘ play for safety,’ and never to risk 

a shot where there is the least danger of striking any- 

thing but the object aimed at. It is so easy to kill a 

rabbit and a dog with one shot, or miss a rabbit and 

pepper a beater, that the wonder is it does not happen 

oftener. The beaters themselves often get so excited 

as to create an element of danger by the excitement 

they cause in others, especially in young sportsmen, 

who for want of experience have not yet acquired the 

nerve and self-control so essential when rapid firing is 

going on. The danger arising from this cause is even 

greater in covert-shooting, owing to the fact that the 

beaters work towards the guns, and are nearest to 

them when the heaviest shooting takes place. It is 

then that accidents are more likely to occur. In pure 

thoughtlessness we have seen a young sportsman, aye, 

and a middle-aged one too, who ought to have known 

better, fire at a rabbit in covert when the advancing 

line of beaters was within range of his gun. This is 

bad enough when the object fired at is on the ground, 

as in the case of a rabbit or hare, but it is ten times 

worse when the shooter recklessly fires at a low-flying 
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pheasant before it has left the covert, and while at an 

elevation calculated to drop the shot in the face of 

some unfortunate beater. We have seen this happen 

more than once, and have shudderingly awaited the 

result, expecting instantly to hear a cry of pain from 

some recipient of the dropping pellets, an anticipation 

which we regret to state has been occasionally fulfilled. 

Had the positions of guest and host been reversed we 

should have had no hesitation in rating the delinquent 

soundly in the hearing of the other guns, and warning 

him that a repetition of his offence would mean dis- 

qualification for the rest of the day, and the non- 

receipt of any future invitation. 

The responsibilities of a shooting host are greater 

than many seem to consider. Not only is the life of 

the game both furred and feathered in his hands, but 

he is responsible to a great extent for the lives of the 

beaters, who are placed in considerable peril when 

called upon to advance towards reckless shooters, and 

his first care should be to reduce the danger of the 

situation to a minimum. 

Let us quit the furze-clad common where we left 

the shooting party with their spaniels at the end of 

their first beat—for one beat is very much like another 

—and take a glimpse at the very different scene which 

presents itself when the leaves are falling in the big 
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woods and pheasants claim more attention than the 

rabbits, although the latter constitute very often an 

important item in the day’s account. 

The modus operand? is altogether different. It is 

true that in the earlier part of the season, when the 

underwood is still pretty thick, and patches of fern 

and bramble afford strongholds for game that can 

scarcely be invaded without the help of dogs, spaniels 

are extremely useful, for they can creep through places 

where a beater would be ‘hung up,’ and push forward 

many a rabbit which would otherwise be certain to 

“go back.’ In such covert, also, the wily woodcock 

will often lie so close without rising as to allow a 

beater to walk past him, while his scent will betray 

him at once to the questing spaniel, who will very 

soon have him on the wing. On this account a team 

of close-hunting spaniels will be found invaluable early 

in the season, especially if broken, as they should be, 

to hunt always within range of the guns, and to drop 

to hand when bidden. 

Later on, when the woods get more open, and 

the beaters can move more freely, the spaniels may 

be dispensed with, and in their place two or three 

steady retrievers may be employed, which should 

never leave the heels of their employers until bidden 

to ‘hie lost.’ They should then be allowed to work 
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entirely under the direction of their owners, and not 

be confused by directions given by other people, who 

are often too prone to tell a dog what to do instead 

of leaving him alone to his own devices, which are 

much more likely to lead him right if he is a good 

bred one, and has been properly handled. Nor 

should the impetuous young sportsman who sees his 

winged pheasant or dead rabbit in the mouth of a 

retriever be in a hurry to take it from him. The dog 

should be allowed to carry it straight back to the 

man who sent him, and whom he knows. Not only 

is this much better for the dog, which is then not con- 

fused, but it will prove a considerable saving of time 

in the course of a day’s shooting, especially if the 

object be a big bag and there be much ground to 

get over. 

It is not our intention to attempt here anything 

like directions for covert-shooting, for not only would 

this be superfluous in the eyes of readers who know 

a great deal more about it than the writer, but it 

would be out of place in a volume designed to treat 

exclusively of the rabbit. Moreover, this part of the 

subject will be found fully dealt with by masters of 

the craft in the volumes which have already appeared 

on the ‘ Pheasant’ and ‘ Hare.’ 

We may content ourselves with a few observations 
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which have reference more especially to rabbit-shoot- 

ing in covert, and are designed to give some insight 

into that particular phase of sport. Such prelimin- 

aries as the placing of ‘stops,’ and the pegging down 

of low nets along the rides where the woods are of 

considerable extent, and have to be beaten in sections, 

may be taken for granted. It goes without saying 

that inattention to such matters as these will have an 

important bearing on the results of a day’s covert- 

shooting. 

Both hares and rabbits are possessed of a keen 

sense of hearing, and no sooner do they hear the 

‘tapping’ of the beaters, or the bark of a spaniel, 

than they at once begin to move forward, and seldom 

pause until they are beyond the reach of such disturb- 

ing sounds. The forward guns then get plenty of 

shooting, and the campaign is generally opened with 

a good show of rabbits. The instinct of the pheasant 

on the other hand induces him to crouch on hearing 

a noise, and to seek safety, in the first instance at all 

events, by trusting to the protective coloration of his 

natural surroundings rather than to flight. As the 

beaters come nearer, he will run forward a little way, 

and crouch again, repeating this manceuvre as long 

as it is feasible, until he is suddenly scared by the 

appearance of a dog or beater, or until he has run up 
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to the edge of a ride in which one or more guns are 

posted. Then it is time to take wing, and if the 

nearest gun knows his business, the fate of that cock 

pheasant is sealed. 

It is otherwise with rabbits. They will cross a 

ride at lightning speed as if aware that their lives 

depend upon it; pausing only on the edge before 

crossing, if they happen to come out unexpectedly 

near to the gun. And, indeed, their safety often 

depends upon their crossing as near the gun as 

possible ; for no one with any regard to the condition 

of game when picked up will care to risk blowing a 

rabbit to pieces at such close quarters. 

Where the stuff is very thick, rabbits will often 

linger on the edge of a ride until the beaters are 

almost upon them, and ‘the fun then becomes fast and 

furious.’ Three or four rabbits may be seen crossing 

at the same time, and it often happens that on a cry 

of ‘ Rabbit for’ard!’ the shooter’s attention is directed 

so closely to the ground in front of him, that he 

misses a good chance at a cock pheasant which 

skims noiselessly overhead while he is ‘ otherwise 

engaged.’ 

The variety of shots afforded by rabbits in covert 

is best known to those who have tried to hit them, 

and many a keen shooter has discovered, by the 
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number of empty cartridge cases, how easy they are 
to miss. The secret of success lies in holding well 
forward, and swinging the gun ahead as the trigger is 
pulled. This is especially the case when rabbits are 
crossing a narrow ride, when it becomes necessary to 

shoot not ‘where they are,’ but ‘ where they will be’ 
by the time the charge is delivered. 

And here we may remark on the advantage of 

light loads in a long day’s shooting. It is frequently 

forgotten that the majority of shots in covert-shooting 

are made at a distance under thirty yards, and a full 

charge of three drachms of black powder, or the equiva- 

lent in nitro-compounds, with 12 0z. or 1} oz. of shot, 

is not only unnecessary but unadvisable. With 23 

drachms and 1 oz. of shot the gunner will not only kill 

his game well, but will do so with greater comfort to 

himself ; for under these conditions there will be less 

recoil, no sore shoulder, and no headache to complain 

of at the end of the day, while the rabbits will not 

present the unsightly appearance which they do when 

‘plastered ’ at short ranges with a heavier charge. 

In some of the more remote country districts 

beagles are extensively used for rabbit-shooting, and 

more especially is this the case in the southern 

counties. Where rabbits are numerous, the coverts 

small, or where hares are plentiful, beagles are not a 
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success ; but in the big straggling Sussex woodlands 

that once formed part of extensive forests, the sport is 

frequently indulged in. In these localities, after the 

regular season is finished there are still a few rabbits 

to be killed down, and an opportunity is afforded to 

give the farmers and their friends a day’s rabbit- 

shooting. The employment of an army of beaters to 

drive the rabbits to the guns would be expensive, and 

therefore beagles take the place of human beaters. 

Many of the farmers keep a beagle or two, and 

frequently a man may be the possessor of a good 

hard-working dog, which secures his owner many an 

invitation to a day’s rabbiting, As a general rule 

the keeper is allowed lo invite the guns, and he, us a 

matter of policy, asks first the tenants whose land 

adjoins his coverts and then a few others to make up 

the party, but invariably those farmers are first asked 

who are likely to suffer most damage from the depreda- 

tions of the rabbits.' 

‘The owner of a couple of good beagles ts tolcrably 

sure of some shooting during the season, and often 

' For these remarks on rabbit-shooting with beagles we are 

indebted to a writer in Zhe /7ehd, who is evidently well qualified 

to deal with the subject, but who chooses to be anonymous. We 

can say from expericnee in the county to which he refers, that 

his description is quile accurate, and on that account we prefer 

to quote his own words rather than paraphrase them, 
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dogs are borrowed from non-shooting men, who get 

a couple of rabbits as an acknowledgment for the use 

of their beagles. 

The dogs may be of all colours and sizes, but 

they know their work, and are hardly likely to give 

much trouble unless they hit the line of a fox, or 

break away after a hare. In the latter case, however, 

they generally bring her back, and can then be 

stopped ; but once on the line of a fox they will at 

times run for a couple of miles or so. The guns take 

up their positions in the most likely places, generally 

ona ‘ride’ where there is a clear view in front, or in 

an open glade where they can see to shoot for some 

distance in every direction. The beagles search cvery 

clump of brambles, and push through the decaying 

bracken and thick undergrowth, until at last we hear 

a whimper from one hound as he puts out a rabbit, 

followed by a burst of music as the others rush up on 

hearing him give tongue. The guns are able to tell 

in which direction the rabbit has gone as the cry of 

hounds approaches or retreats. ‘Then comes a pause 

as they overrun the line, a doubtful note succeeds, 

which increases once more into a burst of melody as 

they hit off the scent, and push the rabbit along at 

top speed toward the guns. A flash of brown fur 

across the ‘ride,’ and a snapshot as it disappears in the 
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brushwood is followed by silence as the beagles 

come up and find their quarry dead. 

Soon another rabbit is found, and once more the 

wood re-echoes the cry of the hounds, broken by the 

quick report as a shot rings out, which, however, 

does not always mean the death of a rabbit. Some- 

times the rabbit will come quietly dodging along 

through the brushwood, affording an easy pot shot ; 

but more frequently, especially when hard pressed, 

he dashes along at lightning speed. Occasionally 

hounds will succeed in killing a rabbit, or in driving 

him to ground. As a general rule, the burrows are 

ferreted a day or two before, and the holes cither 

stopped up or ‘paraffined’ in order to make the 

rabbits lie out and afford more sport. Old hands at 

the sport can tell at once when the beagles get on 

the line of a hare, and then out comes the pipe, the 

gun is put down against a tree, and the shooter takes 

things coolly, until warned by the approaching music 

that the hare has circled round, and hounds are then 

stopped and encouraged to pursue their more legiti- 

mate sport. Needless to say, the beagles used for 

rabbit-shooting must not be gun-shy. It is seldom that 

they work long at a burrow when once a rabbit goes 

to ground—and in this respect they are greatly to be 

preferred to terriers, that will often half bury them- 
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selves in their endeavour to scratch out a rabbit. It 

is absolutely necessary for the guns to remain per- 

fectly quiet and not move about, otherwise rabbits 

will not approach.’ 

It has been already remarked how materially 

rabbits help to fill the bag in a day’s covert-shooting, 

and it may be added that they also go far to relieve 

the monotony of continuously firing overhead shots 

at pheasants. So well is their utility in this respect 

recognised that, for some days before a big shoot, a 

vast amount of trouble is taken to stop them out, and 

insure their being tound when wanted. To do this 

properly will give employment for several days to the 

keeper and his men, and requires no little skill and 

judgment. On this subject we shall have something to 

say in the next chapter, where we propose to consider 

the various methods of trapping, snaring, netting, and 

stopping out which are usually adopted where rabbits 

are numerous. 

Mr. Lloyd Price has made us acquainted with all 

that pertains to a sporting warren, and in his excellent 

little book on ‘Rabbits for Profit and Rabbits for 

Powder’ has shown what extraordinary bags may be 

made of rabbits only, when the ground is laid out 

especially for their preservation, and attention is paid 

to the proper way of ‘showing them.’ 
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He cites bags of 1,850, 2,500, and 1,650 rabbits 

‘killed in one day, only beating half the ground,’ and 

since the publication of his book these figures have 

been considerably exceeded on his own ground at 

Rhiwlas,'North Wales. For instance, a party of nine 

guns shooting there in 1883 killed 3,684 rabbits in a 

single day, and on another day, in 1885, as many as 

5,086. Of this last number no fewer than 920 were 

shot by Lord de Grey. The next best bag of rabbits 

made by a single gun was that of the late Sir Victor 

Brooke, who, shooting in his own park at Colebrook, 

Co. Fermanagh, in 1885, killed 740 rabbits in a 

day to his own gun. He fired exactly 1,000 cart- 

ridges, and shot from his right shoulder for one half 

of the day, and from his left the other half. 

To show what may be done in this way upon a 

comparatively small shooting, Zhe field of De- 

cember 1, 1894, contained the announcement that on 

the previous November 19, Mr. Charles Eley and a 

friend, each shooting with two guns in a forty-acre 

warren, on the East Bergholt Highlands Estate, killed 

no fewer than goo rabbits, or twenty-three to the acre. 

With a large party and on a much larger acreage, one 

of the most celebrated days at rabbits was that which 

happened at Bradgate Park, Leicestershire, the seat 

of Lord Stamford, where on a certain day in December, 
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1861, thirteen guns accounted for 3,333 rabbits besides 

twenty-six head of other game. The way in which 

the operations were carried out on this memorable 

occasion has been described by the park-keeper, Mr. 

J. B. Lucas, in the following terms: 

‘ Being in the service of the late Earl of Stamford 

as park-keeper at Dunham Massey, one of my duties 

was to attend the large battues on his lordship’s other 

estates. I kept account of the game killed, and 

assisted the late Mr. Reeves in the management of the 

beaters, &c., at Bradgate, from 1855 to 1865, which 

included the season in which the celebrated “ threes ” 

bag was made. 

’¢ The principal home of the rabbits was an extent of 

several hundred acres of hills and rocks, rough, poor 

ground, covered with fern, rushes, and coarse grass. 

A small herd of red deer existed in this part of the 

park, which was surrounded bya stone wall, six or 

seven feet high, built without mortar, in the manner 

usual on Charnwood Forest. The deer park adjoined 

it on one side. Three walls, which were built at right 

angles to the main boundary wall, and ran out into the 

deer park, formed two inclosures, one about thirty 

acres, the other about forty acres. Holes were made, 

and fitted with wooden doors, at intervals along the 

main wall, so that the rabbits could be allowed to feed 

12 
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in the deer park at pleasure. They were never allowed 

to establish burrows in the two inclosures named, and 

as there was plenty of fern and rough grass in them, 

there was no lack of covert for shooting purposes. 

‘A good many rabbits were bred in another part of 

the deer park. To get at these, a portion of the best 

feeding ground was kept free from burrows. The 

same tactics were pursued inside the warren. Large 

patches of ground alongside the wall were set apart, 

the fern mown down at times to improve the grass, 

and all holes dug out. The rabbits were not allowed 

to feed on these patches and inclosures for a few days 

before the day of shooting, and great was the anxiety 

of all concerned when the night for the “ pitch ” arrived. 

This was, of course, the night before the appointed 

shooting day, and the bag depended on the wind and 

weather being favourable. Everything was kept as 

quiet as possible inside the park and warren, and as 

soon as the proper moment had come, when the 

rabbits were supposed to be well on the feed (this 

varied with circumstances), the doors in the wall were 

shut and locked, and long nets of the usual square- 

meshed stop pattern were set between the burrows 

and feeding patches. Sometimes the whole thing was 

a failure. Thick fog or heavy rain will keep rabbits 

at home effectually. When the ‘ pitch’ was successful 
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the shooting was very pretty, and by no means easy. 

The rough ground was always well covered with long 

grass and fern, so that by the time the guns were 

posted and at work the rabbits were seated all over 

their allotted area. 

‘In the first inclosure 808 rabbits were shot in 

twenty-three minutes on the “threes” day. The year 

previous, 2,103 were killed over the whole beat in one 

day.’ ! 

Not unconnected with ‘ big bags’ is the subject of 

‘odd shots,’ for it is only natural on occasions when 

more than the ordinary amount of shooting takes place 

that some of the shots should be unusual ones. Two 

rabbits at a shot would not be a remarkable perform- 

ance in a warren, or on ground where rabbits have 

been previously stopped out ; but two rabbits with 

each barrel, or four at a double shot, is a feat which 

is hardly likely to be performed often. Yet such an 

achievement is described in Zhe Field of July 14, 

1894. 

In October, 1888, a sportsman in the neighbour- 

hood of Ripon, walking over a rough grass field, kicked 

up and shot a rabbit at twenty-five yards distance. 

To his surprise he found that he had killed a hare by 

the same shot, her ‘form’ being directly in the line of 

' The Field, April 19, 1884. 
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fire. Only a foot separated the two as they lay dead. 

A similar thing happened at Beverley in September, 

1890, except that the order was reversed. The shooter 

fired at a hare and killed it, when immediately a rabbit 

was seen to leap up a few yards further and tumble 

over dead. 

Two instances of an unseen rabbit being killed 

when a grouse was shot at, occurred at Strathardle in 

the autumn of 1890—one on August 20, when the 

grouse was killed, and on being picked up a rabbit 

was found kicking close by ; the other on Septem- 

ber 22, when the grouse was missed and a rabbit 

came rolling down the brae. In December, 1888, Mr. 

Alfred Ware, while rabbit-shooting on his father’s 

warren on Dartmoor, fired at a rabbit crossing a bog. 

On going to pick it up, he found he had also killed a 

jack-snipe. On examination the snipe was found to 

be lying just where the bulk of the charge had struck 

the ground. Probably other instances of the kind will 

occur to our readers as having happened within their 

own knowledge. 

One of the most curious episodes in rabbit-shooting 

which has fallen within the experience of the writer, 

occurred some years ago in Sussex, during a day’s 

rabbiting with beagles. We were shooting a ‘hanger’ 

under the hill, into which the beagles had driven a lot 
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of outlying rabbits from under the juniper bushes on 

the downs above. Andrare sport did they afford, for, 

pressed by the dogs, they made straight down hill for 

the covert immediately below them, into which they 

fell rather than ran, unless stopped halfway by a 

charge of shot which ended their career. This did 

not always happen, for a downhill shot at right-angles 

is one of the most difficult with a fast rabbit, since the 

gun has not only to be swung a good way in front, 

but also dipped, and one is very apt to shoot over the 

mark. We had followed the survivors down, and 

forming line at one end of the ‘hanger’ with a gun 

above and below, and a third inside with the dogs, 

we began slowly to advance. The writer was the 

lowest gun on the left, in a rough field across which 

innumerable ‘runs’ indicated the presence of lots of 

rabbits in the covert. Presently the gun inside shouted, 

‘Rabbit out on the left!’ and in an instant, sure enough, 

a rabbit showed on the bank, paused for an instant, 

jumped the ditch, and raced across the field within a 

very few yards of the outside gun. So close was he, 

in fact, that he was given a little ‘law,’ and when about 

twenty-five yards off the gun covered him. Before 

the trigger was touched, however, he suddenly turned 

a somersault and fell dead, as much to the astonish- 

ment of the writer as to that of the inside gun, who 
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had jumped on the ia to see the (endl of the shot. 

He saw the gun go up, no smoke and no report, and 

yet the rabbit went head over heels. Well might he 

ask, ‘ What sort of gun do you call that?’ It was not 

until the owner of the gun stepped forth to pick up the 

rabbit that the mystery was solved. The rabbit on 

leaving the covert had taken to a well-worn ‘run’ in 

which not far out some poacher had set a brass wire. 

Into this the rabbit had rushed full speed, and 

broken its neck. 

Another phase of rabbit-shooting remains to be 

mentioned—-namely, rabbitiny on the sand-hills and in 

the cliffs, the enjoyment of which depends rather on 

the remoteness of the situation, the picturesqueness 

of the surroundings, and the invigorating air which 

blows in from the sea, than upon the amount of 

shooting to be obtained. For it will often happen 

that rabbits on the coast-line may be plentiful enough, 

but from the nature of their haunts—which may be 

exposed sand-hills with innumerable burrows, or 

rugged cliffs full of holes and crannies—it is by no 

means easy to get within shot of them. They will 

often wait apparently with little or no concern until 

you are very nearly, though not quite, within range, 

and then, having admirably judged the distance at 

which they feel safe, will scuttle off to their burrows 
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out of harm’s way. Now and then, perhaps, you 

come unexpectedly upon a coney which, trusting to 

its protective coloration, has crouched amidst some 

sand-grass in the hope of escaping detection, and 

pays the usual penalty for his temerity ; or peeping 

over a boulder cautiously, you spy a number out at 

feed, some of which are within shot of your ambush, 

and two of which you manage to secure. In another 

instant the ground, erstwhile teeming with life, is 

completely deserted; every rabbit has disappeared 

beneath the surface, and the only living creatures to 

be seen are a few wheatears which flit jerkily away, 

or a solitary ringed-plover which, after piping for 

some seconds on the ground, flies rapidly over the 

sand-hills and is lost to sight. 

In such situations as this, and indeed on exposed 

ground of any extent, such as a warren, or open down- 

land where rabbits are plentiful but covert scarce, the 

weapon to use is not a 12-bore breechloader, but a 

small-bore rifle. Not only will this be found most 

effectual at rabbits beyond the ordinary range of a 

shot-gun, but it makes so much less noise that rabbits 

are not nearly so much scared by the report. The 

comparative lightness of a small-bore single rifle, 

and the rapidity with which it may be fired and 

reloaded when fitted with a modern ejector, makes it 
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an extremely handy little weapon for the purpose in 

view. Moreover it affords the shooter no end of amuse- 

ment, and a greater test of skill than a shot-gun ; for 

it is obviously more difficult to hit a rabbit with a small 

bullet at sixty or seventy yards than it is to stretch him 

out with an ounce of No. 6 shot at five-and-twenty. 

As to the particular pattern to be recommended 

much difference of opinion prevails. During the 

months of May and June, 1895, a voluminous corre- 

spondence on this subject took place in the columns 

of Zhe Field, from which it appeared that hardly two 

of the writers were agreed as to the requisites of a 

perfect rook and rabbit mfie. If they approved a 

particular bore, they differed as to whether the bullet 

should be conical or spherical, and if the former, 

whether it should be hollow-fronted or not. If they 

agreed upon these points, they differed in the choice 

of powder, or in the charge to be used. There 

seemed, however, to be a consensus of opinion that 

with a view to safety in an enclosed country the 

smaller the bore the better consistent with efficacy at 

fifty yards, and that other requisites are a flat tra- 

jectory, powder that may be as nearly as possible 

smokeless, noiseless, and non-fouling, and a bullet 

that by expansion on striking will reduce to a mini- 

mum the chance of a rabbit getting away. 
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Shooting without a rest, a fairly steady shot with 

an accurately sighted rifle should be able to put a bullet 

in a 3-in. circle at 50 yards, while with a rest of any kind 

a 2-in. circle at the same distance should be an easy 

mark. It would be beyond the scope of the present 

volume to enter upon a discussion of the comparative 

merits of all the modern rabbit rifles that are now 

upon the market, nor shall we attempt it. There are 

several so good of their kind that it would be no 

easy matter to choose between them. 

So far as the writer’s personal experience extends, 

he could not wish for a better weapon than Messrs. 

Hollands’ 250 hammerless ejector with hollow-fronted 

bullet for rabbits, and solid bullet for rooks. ‘Tried’ 

on the target by an expert, its accuracy was un- 

doubted, while its killing power when subsequently 

tested in a warren was all that could be desired. 

As to powder for small-bore rifles, there is much 

to be said in favour of ‘Amberite,’ the advantages of 

which are absence of smoke, less noise (which enables 

one to get more shooting at rabbits on a still evening) 

and less fouling than with black powder. 

The less frequently a rifle requires wiping out the 

better, and for this purpose the best material is a bit 

of old flannel, torn up into strips three or four inches 

long, and either wound round the end of a brass 
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cleaning-rod, or tied to a piece of string and pulled 

through after dropping the string down the barrel by 

means of a small weight. 

When shooting rabbits with a rifle, it is not a bad 

plan to have a wattled hurdle put up here and there 

in the warren or open ground where the rabbits lie 

out, under cover of which they may be approached or 

waited for within range. Their sense of smell and 

hearing being very acute, they should always be 

approached up wind. Another good plan is to sit up 

in a tree, for by being above them they are less likely 

to smell you. Success, of course, will in a great 

measure depend on the skill of the shooter, coupled 

perhaps with a certain amount of luck in getting shots 

at short ranges. It is obvious that the most perfect 

rabbit rifle in the world may become useless in the 

hands of a man who tries to use it likea gun. An 

experienced London gunmaker was of opinion that 

30 per cent. of misses with a rabbit rifle might be 

excused, but one who has made good trial of the -250 

asserts that with hollow bullets and fairly good 

shooting not more than 6 or 8 per cent. of rabbits hit 

should escape. With solid bullets the percentage 

would be greater. Much, of course, will depend on 

the distance at which they are fired at. It is not 

every bullet that proves fatal to a stricken coney. If 
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hit too far back, they will often drag themselves away 

towards a burrow and escape. For this reason we 

would not fire at a rabbit beyond eighty yards ; for at 

a greater distance than this a dog would not have 

time to run up and secure it before it reached a hole. 

Some experts advocate the retention of a ferret on a 

line in case of need, so that should a wounded rabbit 

go to ground, the ferret may be used to drag it out. 

It is well to bear in mind when shooting rabbits in 

this way, that the dead ones should be allowed to lie 

where they fall until it is time to go home; for if you 

leave your ambush periodically to pick them up the 

chances of sport will be materially lessened. 

As we have described some ‘ odd shots’ at rabbits 

with a shot-gun, we may mention one with a rifle that 

is worthy of record. It was reported in Zhe Field 

of September 9, 1893. Mr. W. C. Pickering, of 

Rhewl House, Mostyn, Flintshire, shooting with one 

of the handy little rifles above referred to, fired at 

three rabbits in line and killed them all; and, strange 

to say, on a subsequent occasion, so he said, he re- 

peated the performance. 
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CHAPTER V 

TRAPPING, SNARING, NETTING, AND BOLTING 

By these terms are understood the various methods 

or devices usually employed for killing or capturing 

wild rabbits. It is, of course, true that other creatures 

besides rabbits, to wit so-called ‘ vermin,’ may be 

trapped, snared, or netted as occasion may require, 

but this does not at present concern us. 

The best known form of trap for taking rabbits or 

vermin is the gin. This word, as now commonly 

applied, is generally understood to mean an iron spring 

trap, though it did not always bear that signification. 

It is a very old word. The author of the treatise on 

‘Fyshynge with an Angle,’ printed in the second 

edition of the ‘ Book of St. Alban’s,’ 1496, alluding to 

the avocation of the fowler, saith ‘many a gynne and 

manya snare he makyth. Shakespeare has employed 
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the word as if synonymous with the snare or springe 

with which woodcocks and snipe are taken. 

Now is the woodcock near the gin. 

Twelfth Night, Act ii. sc. 5. 

and again : 

So strives the woodcock with the gin. 

Henry VT. part 3, Act i. se. 4. 

Izaak Walton in the first chapter of his ‘Complete 

Angler,’ 1653, alludes to ‘the pleasure it is sometimes 

with gins to betray the very vermin of the earth.’ In 

this particular sense of ‘trap’ or ‘snare,’ the word is 

really Scandinavian, the Icelandic gévza meaning 

to dupe or deceive. The Middle English ‘gin,’ as 

remarked by Professor Skeat, was employed in a 

wider sense than that now used, and was in many 

cases certainly a contraction of the French engén (Lat. 

ingenium), a contrivance or piece of ingenuity. 

At the present day, as every reader knows, it is 

commonly restricted to an iron trap having two rows 

of teeth set in such a manner that the teeth are forced 

together by a spring when the animal to be captured 

treads upon a small iron plate which is concealed 

by having some soil loosely sprinkled over it.! 

! Of the cruelty inflicted by these traps we shall have some- 

thing to say anon (p. 131). It would have been well indeed 

had the Ground Game Act entirely prohibited the use of them. 
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There are various patterns of gins, some of which 

are so clumsy and so badly constructed that they are 

of very little use. Asan exception may be mentioned 

Burgess’s Spring Trap, described and figured in Zhe 

Field of March 26, 1887. One of the best we know 

is made by F. Lane, of Plymouth, in which the parts 

are so well fitted that with fair usage they will never 

break or wear out. It is specially commended by 

Mr. W. Carnegie, who, in his little book on ‘ Practical 

Trapping,’ thus describes it :— 

“Most gins are wholly made of iron, but this is 

not so, for zinc and copper are introduced. The 

spring, the most important part of the trap, is 

thoroughly well tempered and strong, but nevertheless 

easily pressed down when the trap is being set. The 

flap and catch, and other important parts in which 

most makers fail, are of copper, and do not wear 

away like iron, nor do they rust, which would clog the 

trap and prevent it acting. The plate is square with 

the four corners taken off, and is of zinc, being so 

fitted as to be level with the jaws when set. These 

latter are thick and rounded, the teeth fitting one 

into another, though not closely, a space of } in. 

being left between. The teeth should on no account 

be sharp or pointed, as their being so tends to 

break the leg and cut the sinews, thus liberating the 

rabbit ; nor should the teeth be continued round the 



turn of the jaw. The superior finish and general 

quality of these traps make them rather dearer than 

the ordinary ones. They cost 1s. gd@. each, but a re- 

duction is made if taken by the dozen. 

‘Tn order to prevent the rabbit when caught draw- 

ing the trap away, the back piece of the gin is 

furnished with a hole at the end through which a 

chain about a foot long is attached by means of 

an § hook. This chain should have about eight 

links with a swivel in the middle, and a ring of 

ti in. diameter at the end. It is purchasable apart 

from the trap, and should be well tested, as the 

weakness will be found where least looked for, viz. 

in the swivel, and this should always be examined. 

The ring is for a stake which is driven into the ground 

to hold the trap. The best wood for this is ash, 

which should be cut in lengths of 18 in., and split, 

then rounded off to the required size, fitted tightly to 

the ring, driven on to within 1} in. from the top, and 

be overlapped by this part, which ought to be left un- 

rounded as far as the ring comes.’ 

The best way to set a gin is to cut out a piece of 

the turf or soil, and place the trap so that the plate is 

on a level with the surface of the ground, and then 

sprinkle it over with loose soil. Unless this is done’ 

a rabbit will be certain to avoid it. 
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The number of traps required will of course de- 

pend upon the extent of ground and the abundance 

or scarcity of coneys. Itis not advisable to put down 

all the traps at once, but to begin with a few, and 

keep on increasing the number each day until they 

are all in use, 

Since the Ground Game Act of 1880 came into 

operation, it has become illegal for anyone except 

an Owner in occupation of his own land to set gins 

anywhere except within the mouth of a burrow, on 

account of the risk if set aboveground of catching 

pheasants or partridges, foxes or hounds. On this 

account, therefore, the directions given in old books for 

setting traps in hedge-banks, under walls or fences, or 

in ‘runs’ across open fields, must now be disregarded. 

In the words of the Act (43 & 44 Vict. cap. 47) 

‘no person shall, for the purpose of killing ground 

game, employ spring traps except in rabbits’ holes.’ 

It has been decided, however, by the Court of 

Queen’s Bench (November 26, 1885), in the case of 

Smith v. Hunt that this section does not apply to 

owners occupying their own land. 

The Act referred to is of such importance to 

those who are interested in rabbits, whether as owners, 

occupiers, or shooting tenants, that we propose in 

another chapter! to give a brief exposition of its pro- 

1 See Chapter VII. 
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visions, and deal with some of the vexed questions of 

construction which have arisen in respect of it, and 

have been authoritatively decided by courts of law. 

We shall then have occasion to say something more 

on the law relating to trapping. 

Before dismissing the subject here, we would say 

a word or two on the score of humanity, for we take it 

that every reader who reflects at all on the matter must 

admit that trapping as ordinarily practised by game- 

keepers and professional rabbit-catchers has a detest- 

able element of cruelty in it which cannot be gainsaid. 

What greater barbarity, for example, can there be than 

to allow a poor frightened rabbit (or any other 

animal for that matter) to remain for hours in an iron 

trap, struggling until exhausted, or possibly contriving 

to get away with the loss of a limb? The modifica- 

tions which have been suggested at various times 

to lessen the injury done by a trap, by covering the 

teeth with list or india-rubber, have not proved wholly 

successful, for this plan has been found to lessen the 

grip to such an extent as frequently to permit of the 

animal escaping. Much more humane and quite as 

efficacious as an instrument of death is the wire snare, 

so well known to gamekeepers and to poachers. 

If properly made of fine brass wire, and adroitly 

set in a ‘run,’ it means speedy death to the first 

K2 
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unfortunate rabbit that gets its head into it. Snares 

give much less trouble than traps, and are more 

easily carried about. Their construction, too, is very 

simple. All that is required are a few pegs about a 

foot long with a hammer to drive them in, and a few 

yards of the fine wire used for picture-hanging. The 

rest is merely manipulation. Picture wire is found to 

answer the purpose best because it remains in the 

position in which it is set without kinking. The peg 

is sharpened at one end and has a hole bored through 

the other. Through this hole the wire fifteen inches 

long is passed and tied. With the other end a noose 

is formed about three inches in diameter with a slip 

knot which runs up the moment any pressure is made 

on the noose. The peg is driven well down into the 

ground, and the wire is set at the height of a hand’s 

breadth above the surface. The thing is simplicity 

itself, and the art consists in setting it where it is 

most likely to catch something. How to discover 

the most likely places can only be learnt by patient 

observation of the rabbits’ haunts and habits. A 

well-used ‘run’ should be selected in preference to 

one that looks as if only just made, and the snare 

should be set in or near the middle of it, and not at 

either end, for a rabbit starts slowly, and not until he 

has made up his mind to cross from one side of a 
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field to another will he put on pace enough to carry 

him into the snare before he perceives it. It then 

appears to him nothing more than a grass stalk lean- 

ing across the run, and the mistake is discovered 

when it is too late. 

From a humanitarian point of view the wire snare 

is open to the objection that its victims generally 

undergo a slow process of strangulation in their 

efforts to get free, but this is not invariably the case, 

for the speed at which a rabbit goes headlong into 

a snare will often dislocate the neck. A so-called 

‘humane rabbit snare’ has been devised which will 

hold a rabbit without strangling it. This con- 

trivance, which will be found described and figured 

in Zhe Field of December 19, 1891, is in fact a very 

slight modification of the ordinary wire snare. It 

merely requires a knot to be made in the wire in such 

a position as to prevent its being drawn through the 

loop beyond a certain point. In other words, the 

noose when over the head slips up to a knot which 

effectually prevents strangulation and yet holds the 

rabbit firmly and securely. Consequently the animal 

suffers no pain, and is simply tethered with the wire 

round its neck until liberated. It may then be either 

mercifully killed, or removed alive for liberation else- 

where if desired. We understand that hundreds of 
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rabbits have been caught in this way on the property 

of Mr. Lloyd Price at Rhiwlas, near Bala, and re- 

moved without pain from fields and gardens, where 

they were doing mischief, to the warren, where they 

were liberated uninjured. 

Another humane way of catching rabbits in warrens 

by means of a pitfall has been already described (see 

p. 76). 

During the month of September, 1894, a corre- 

spondence was carried on in Zhe Field for some 

weeks on the subject of ‘Humane Rabbit-traps,’ and 

a particular trap so-called was recommended by 

Captain J. Dunbar Brander. Several correspondents, 

however, who experimented with it expressed unfavour- 

able opinions, and although regarded by some as 

theoretically good, it was found by others to be practi- 

cally useless. Writing on this subject in Zhe Field of 

September 15, 1894, Lieut.-Col. Butler, of Brettenham 

Park, Bildeston, Suffolk, remarked : 

‘I strongly recommend those who have taken part 

in the correspondence on this subject to try the 

Brailsford trap, which catches all kinds of vermin alive 

and uninjured, and is far more effective and durable 

than any other trap I have yet seen. It consists of a 

wire cage very strongly made, and open at both ends, 

the doors being kept up by asimple method of setting. 
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There is a treadle inside, and as soon as that is touched 

the doors close and the victim is imprisoned. I have 

had many of these traps in use for some years, set in 

runs and at drains about my garden, where they re- 

main the whole year round, and I scarcely ever visit 

them without finding something caught. For stoats, 

weasels, hedgehogs, rats, squirrels, rabbits, and almost 

every other kind of quadruped they are invaluable, and 

one advantage they possess over other traps is that they 

can be set all through the winter, as neither frost nor 

snow affects them. In setting them in runs under 

shelving banks or by the side of wire netting, I usually 

make wings at each end of fir boughs, or something of 

that kind, to guide the animal in, but when set at 

drains or holes, it is only necessary to make a wing at 

the end furthest from the hole, the trap at the other 

end fitting close up to the entrance of the drain. Ifa 

rabbit is found freshly killed by a stoat or weasel, it is 

a good plan to place it inside the trap at one end, and 

to set it with only one door open (the door, of course, 

furthest from the rabbit), so that the stoat has to step 

on the table to get to it. I find these traps most use- 

ful also set in this way, ze. with only one door open, 

for catching ferrets that have laid up. In fact, if set 

at the main entrance of the earth the ferret is in, and 

the rest of the holes stopped, it is certain to be found 
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caught in the morning, especially if a bait be used. 

It is as easy to set them in the dark, if visited at night, 

as by daylight ; and for all-round use they are, in my 

opinion, by far the best traps yet invented. I may 

add, in conclusion, that they are made in different 

sizes, the smallest being for mice, and from that up- 

wards to any size ordered ; but I have found the size 

for cats and rabbits the best for general use.’ ! 

It is very important when setting snares for rabbits 

to have one’s hands clean—that is to say, free from any 

smell of powder, rabbits or dogs ; for, as already re- 

marked, rabbits have a very keen sense of smell, and 

will keep clear of any trap or snare that to their per- 

ception is evidently tainted by human contact. Some 

keepers when trapping will advocate the use of an old 

pair of hedging gloves. A good plan, however, is first 

of all to wash one’s hands well in soap and water, and 

then to rub them with mould scraped up near the 

place where the snare is to be set. When it is time 

to put the wire into shape, and smooth out any bends 

or kinks in it, this should be done, not with the bare 

finger and thumb, but with a bit of wash-leather be- 

tween them. It is easily carried in the waistcoat 

pocket, and a snare rubbed down with this will be 

' This trap may be obtained from Messrs. Artingstall & Co., 

manufacturers, Warrington, Lancashire. 
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found to run as smoothly as possible when touched 

by a rabbit. Moreover, this intercepts any scent from 

the bare hand, 

Snares set in the morning, says an old keeper, 

catch twice as many rabbits as those set in the evening 

or afternoon, because the scent gets off and evaporates 

during the day, whereas in the evening the dews fall 

and preserve the scent freshly all night, thus warning 

off the rabbits. The same thing applies to trapping 

as well as snaring. 

Taking rabbits in nets is a much more serious 

business than either trapping or snaring, and is cer- 

tainly more deserving of the name of ‘sport.’ It may 

be considered under the following headings : (1) nett- 

ing with the use of ferrets ; (2) with long-nets outside 

coverts, when large numbers are wanted for the 

market ; (3) gate-nets ; (4) purse-nets, and (5) drop- 

down-nets for keeping rabbits out while at feed, when 

a good show is wanted for the next day’s shooting. 

With regard to nets for ferreting, we have already 

indicated, in a previous chapter, the desirability of 

having some good ferrets, and have given directions 

for managing them and keeping them in good health. 

A good terrier that will ‘ mark’ well at the entrance of 

a burrow is equally desirable. He must have a good 

nose that will enable him, on visiting one hole after 
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another, to tell at once whether there is a rabbit ‘at 

home’ or not, and he must be absolutely mute. His 

business is simply to aid the warrener by pointing, or 

‘marking’ as it is termed, at the entrance of a burrow 

which holds a rabbit, and thus to save a considerable 

amount of time and trouble. 

The net used for this purpose is about 3 feet by 

2 feet, the narrower sides having brass rings fastened 

to them, for pegging down, when necessary. It is 

thrown over the hole when the dog has * marked,’ a 

ferret is then introduced, and the rabbit is bolted into 

the net. It is much better to have the net slack than 

pegged down tight, as the rabbit is then more likely to 

get rolled up in it, instead of going back, as it would 

attempt to do, on feeling the net strained. 

The performance may be varied by bolting the 

rabbit with a fuse instead of a ferret, on which subject 

we shall have more to say anon. 

The ‘long-net’ is a useful thing in the hands of 

rightful owners, but its utility, unfortunately, is well 

known to poachers, who do not scruple to make good 

use of it whenever they get a chance. The employ- 

ment of the ‘long-net,’ in fact, is one of the most 

troublesome forms of poaching with which game- 

keepers have to contend. Its extreme lightness, when 

made of silk, and the great lengths which may be 
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carried without inconvenience, enable it to be readily 

transported from one part of the country to another, 

and as easily concealed. 

Should there be too many rabbits in a particular 

covert, and comparatively few where wanted on a 

remote part of the shooting, the capture of a sufficient 

number may be easily effected with the ‘long-net.’ It 

is usually made in lengths of from 50 to 100 yards or 

more, and the width is generally about 5 feet, the 

meshes, 2}in. square, being large enough to allow a 

very small rabbit to get through. Long-nets are 

usually set about two yards from the side of the covert. 

If further away, the rabbits are more likely to see 

persons moving near them than if closer to the covert. 

In the second series of his ‘Letters to Young 

Shooters’ (p. 419), Sir R. Payne-Gallwey writes : 

‘When you use nets to catch rabbits, have them 

made with their lower halves of light cord, and their 

upper of dark (this does not add to the cost), the 

lower and lighter half will then appear to a rabbit as 

an opening under the darker part, and he will un- 

hesitatingly run into it.” We are not told, however, 

how long the light-coloured cord will remain so. Not 

long probably ; for a few nights’ work over wet grass, 

and a few tramplings under foot when setting or 

picking up, will very soon cause the net to get dirty 
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and to look all of one colour. To work it effectively, 

a tolerably dark night should be selected, with 

the wind blowing from the covert. A number of 

hazel pegs are prepared about two and a half feet 

long, with a bit cut out of the top of each so as to 

form a shoulder. One man carries the pegs, another 

the net gathered up by coiling the top line, and 

putting a little strap through to buckle the folds 

together till wanted. The former begins by driving 

in a peg, and then another and another at intervals 

of ten paces apart; the latter follows, giving the top 

string of the net one turn round the top of each peg 

to hold it in position. This must be done as noise- 

lessly as possible, and when all is in readiness, one of 

the men, making a circuit to get round the rabbits 

(which on a dry night will feed a long way out from 

covert), gradually drives them in, while the other, with 

one or more helpers as the length of net may require, 

stays back to extricate them from the net, or to knock 

them on the head with a stick as they try to force 

their way through. 

A dog that will hunt mute, and has a good turn 

of speed, is invaluable for this kind of work, as he can 

get so quickly and yet so quietly round the rabbits, 

and work them in the required direction as a colley 

works sheep. Sometimes a few hares get ‘run in,’ 
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but as a rule they escape on account of their feeding 

at a greater distance from covert, and, being very 

cautious when alarmed, they break away right or left 

instead of going forward, while rabbits will rush back 

to the place they came from as fast as their legs can 

carry them. Indeed, so prone are they to do this, 

that it is not always necessary to get right round the 

field before beginning to drive them, for they will 

commence to run home if man or dog shows up on 

either side of them, or even between them and the 

net. To save time and to ensure pushing up any 

rabbits that may be squatting, a long line, called by 

poachers ‘a dead dog,’ is sometimes used and is trailed 

across the field by a man at each end. 

It may so happen that an owner of coverts may 

not require to use ‘long-nets’ on his ground, having 

no occasion to send any large number of rabbits away 

at one time. Or he may prefer to shoot them, or 

leave them to the tender mercies of the warrener and 

his ferrets. In this case it will be well to see that 

poachers are not allowed a chance to help themselves 

in this way, and a keeper or watcher should go round 

the coverts every night, or every other night, and run 

the rabbits in, taking care to see by daylight that the 

fields lying round it have been well ‘ bushed.’ After 

being treated like this for a time, the rabbits will 
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learn to feed earlier in the evening, and will contrive 

to get their supper before the time comes for running 

them in. They will then be out again for breakfast at 

daylight, when netting them would be impracticable. 

A modified form of ‘long-net’ is the ‘gate-net’ 

(or ‘sheet-net’ as it is called in some parts of the 

country) used for taking hares. This is about six 

feet wide, and six or seven yards long. When sup- 

ported on sticks it stands about a yard high, the 

lower half being spread on the ground towards the 

gateway in front of which it is hung. 

A still smaller net, the ‘ purse-net,’ is used for 

taking hares as they come through a meuse. It is 

made something like a landing-net but longer, with a 

running string through every mesh round the mouth 

of it. This kind of net is inserted in a meuse through 

which a hare is expected to pass, with the opening of 

course facing the covert or ground about to be driven. 

Two or three of the top meshes are forced into the 

interstices of the wall to keep the net up, and are 

held there with pieces of short stick, or it may be 

with little lumps of stiff clay, if there happens to be 

any at hand. The end of the running string is 

fastened to a peg which is driven into the ground, and 

all is then in readiness. The dog does the rest, and 

the hare if anywhere within reach is very soon in the 
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net. This is truly a poacher’s contrivance, but has its 

legitimate use when live hares are wanted to stock 

ground at a distance. 

The last net to be described is the ‘drop-down- 

net.’ Everyone who owns game-coverts is familiar 

with the fact that rabbits have a provoking habit of 

feeding a little way outside their burrows, where at a 

respectable distance they may be viewed perhaps in 

hundreds; but the instant an attempt is made to 

approach them within shooting distance, they bolt 

back into covert and are safe. It must often have 

struck others as it has the writer, that if a net could 

be contrived, elevated, and fixed in such a way as to 

drop behind the rabbits when they are fairly out, and so 

cut off their retreat, a much better toll might be taken 

of their number, and if it were thought desirable this 

might be effected without any shooting, and in a way 

which need not disturb the pheasants. A contrivance 

of this kind has been patented by Mr. A. R. Warren, of 

Warren’s Court, Lisarda, Co. Cork, and has been de- 

scribed in Zhe Field of December 3, 1892, with 

illustrations. 

The net recommended is of 2-in. mesh, 3 ft. 

deep, too yards long, made of the finest Irish flax, 

with plaited running lines of the same, and may 

be obtained of the patentee with the apparatus, if 
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desired.!. The bottom line of the net, or that which 

rests on the ground, runs freely through the meshes, 

and is not made taut at intervals like the top line. 

One end of the bottom line is fastened to the net, 

and has a ring on it to slip over a pole which is 

driven into the ground and maintained at an angle of 

70° by wire stays and pegs. The other end of the 

bottom line is not fastened, and is three or four yards 

longer than the net, so that it may be tightened or 

slackened at will. The top line is set in the usual 

way for long nets, and should be out of reach of a 

rabbit when standing up. Intermediate poles are 

then twisted into the top line so as to have it perfectly 

taut from end to end. 

Thus far in the mode of setting there is nothing 

new ; the novelty consists in the lifting up and setting 

the bottom line with triggers in such a way that upon 

a pull of the trigger cord, each trigger releases the 

short arm of a lever on which the bottom line rests, 

and so drops it. The mode of setting is somewhat 

as follows :—To the intermediate poles are attached 

the ‘elevator’ by means of brass sockets. These 

‘elevators’ have brass catches or holding pieces at 

the back, into which one end of a bar or trigger is 

' The London agents are Messrs. Hughes, Eli & Hughes, 

76 Chancery Lane. 
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inserted and held, so that it may turn in a horizontal 

plane from either side. Below the catch there is 

pivoted a lever, with the long arm hanging down, the 

short arm up. The bottom line of the net is now 

hung upon the long arms throughout its length, the 

short arms being hitched under the triggers. On a 

pull of the trigger-cord at any reasonable distance, 

the triggers release the short arms of the levers, and 

the net drops, the rings on the end poles sliding 

down to the bottom. There are one or two further 

points, however, which may be noticed. ‘The ‘ eleva- 

tors’ are to be fixed on the poles with the brass 

catches at the backs thereof—that is, in the opposite 

direction from that in which the rabbits are driven. 

Then, at the bottom of each pole are what the in- 

ventor terms ‘ guides.’ These are light slips of wood, 

about six feet in length, which are run on to spindles 

nearly flush with the ground. As the bottom line of 

the net hangs on the long levers, each ‘ guide’ is passed 

through the mesh next the line, spindle end first, 

brought under the net and slipped on the spindle. In 

this position the top end of each ‘guide’ should rest in 

a slanting position against the bottom running line, 

close to the end of the lever. Looking at it sideways 

the net will be seen to hang between the ‘ guides’ 

and ‘elevators.’ The ‘guides’ serve to keep the 

L 
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net in an outward direction when falling, and keep 

the bottom line firmly to the ground at each pole. 

The advantages claimed for this method of netting 

are that it can be used by daylight; that before a 

drive the rabbits are not disturbed by any noise 

behind them ; and that, owing to the instantaneous fall 

of the net, rabbits feeding even within a few feet of it 

cannot get back to covert before the net stops them. 

Messrs. Denman, of Overton, Hants, have de- 

signed and patented a so-called drop-down fencing 

intended to answer the same purpose, but it is more 

expensive to erect, and, being made of wire instead of 

string-netting, is more likely to injure game going 

hard at it than is the case with the softer material. 

We come now to a subject which may be appro- 

priately dealt with in the present chapter, since it 

affects the question ‘how to make rabbits lie out.’ It 

will be admitted by most people who have tried it that 

ferreting as a preliminary to a big shoot is slow work ; 

it unnecessarily frightens the rabbits, and many get so 

mutilated by the ferrets that they never come above- 

ground again. 

A good deal will depend upon the kind of ground 

on which they are to be ‘stopped out.’ If there is no 

covert, or very little, and that not of the right sort, all 

one’s efforts to induce rabbits to lie out will bein vain. 
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Nor will it be of much avail if the grass is thick but 

grazed over by cattle, or disturbed by dogs, for rabbits 

will then get no rest, and will be very loth to stay 

there. There is no covert so good as brambles, and 

next to that long sedgy grass. If the ground is bare, 

a good plan is to scatter small bunches of light thorns 

about the fields in the spring. Through these the 

grass will grow up, and while, by reason of the thorns, 

it will escape the mouths of cattle, it will form snug 

lying for rabbits. 

To get the latter out into ground thus prepared, 

or for that matter any other ground that has sufficient 

covert to hold them, the easiest plan is to send some 

men round with spades, and let them stop every hole 

they can find. The second day they should take a 

pail of paraffin! and some pegs, about 8 in. long, 

with a slit in the top into which is inserted a piece of 

folded paper. ‘These are dipped in the oil and stuck 

in the ground immediately opposite the holes that 

have been opened. On the third day all open holes 

should be stopped again ; on the fourth, paraffin once 

more ; on the fifth, stop all holes effectually ; and on 

the sixth day, shoot. During this time the covert all 

round should be left perfectly quiet and undisturbed, 

‘ Some keepers mix two-thirds paraffin with one-third 
animal oil. 

L.2 
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and after the shoot all traces of paraffin should be 

removed. 

If paraffin is not to be obtained just when wanted, 

spirits of tar will answer the purpose. One who has 

tried it recommends the use of a rope’s end frayed 

out, soaked in paraffin, and lighted at the windward 

holes of the burrows. 

The use of sulphur is not to be recommended, for 

two reasons: if only a moderate dose be applied, it 

will cause a rabbit not merely to bolt, but to desert 

the hole for ever; while if the fumes are too strong, 

the result will be suffocation on the spot. 

Some keepers dispense with ‘stopping’ and con- 

tent themselves with sticking the pegs in front of the 

holes two clear nights before the coverts are shot. 

Our late friend, Mr. T. J. Mann, of Hyde Hall, Saw- 

bridgceworth, one of the most practical sportsmen that 

ever lived, had another plan which he found to be very 

effectual, and he thus described it for the benefit of 

readers of The Field. ‘Two days before we shoot the 

woods,’ he said, ‘the keepers take a lined ferret on the 

back of which is smeared a strong solution of asafce- 

tida. The ferret is then worked a short way into all 

the holes which can be got at. The good sport subse- 

quently obtained in the rough meadows round the 
woods affords the best criterion as to the success 
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of this plan’—and from personal experience we can 

vouch for its efficacy. The only drawback is the time 

it takes when a large number of burrows have to be 

worked. 

One other method of bolting rabbits remains to be 

noticed, namely by means of a fuse. Several different 

kinds have been advocated ; perhaps the most efficient, 

judging by results, are those made by Messrs. Brunton 

& Co., Cambrian Safety Fuse Works, Wrexham. It 

is on record that in the park at Weald Hall, Brent- 

wood, Essex, after the use of some of these fuses a 

party of six guns shot 1,027 rabbits in one day, 

and on the following day over the same beat 405 

more.! 

It is to be observed, however, that in the employ- 

ment of fuses, success must in some measure depend 

upon the nature of the ground ; for where the burrows 

are large and rambling, it has been found by 

experience that fuses are of little or no use.” 

1 The Freld, November 12 and 26, 1892. 

> Tbid. February 4 and 11, 1893. 
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CHAPTER VI 

POACHING 

In the last chapter we described the legitimate 

employment of traps, snares, and nets for the pur- 

pose of killing or taking rabbits. It is the illegitimate 

use of these (¢/er aia) that constitutes poaching. 

It was correctly observed by the late Richard 

Jefferies that there are three kinds of poachers: the 

local men; the raiders coming in gangs from a dis- 

tance; and the ‘mouchers’—fellows who do not 

make precisely a profession of it, but who occasionally 

loiter along the roads and hedges, picking up what- 

ever they can lay hands on. Of the three, perhaps, 

the largest amount of business is done by the local 

men, who are often sober and apparently industrious 

individuals working during the day at some handi- 

craft in the village. Their great object is to avoid 

suspicion, knowing that success will be proportionate 

to their skill in cloaking their operations; for in a 

small community when a man is suspected, it is 
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comparatively easy to watch him, and a poacher 

knows that, if he is watched, he must sooner or later 

be caught. Secrecy is not so very difficult ; for it is 

only with certain classes that he need practise con- 

cealment ; his own class will hold their peace. 

Perhaps the most promising position for a man 

who makes a science of it, says the observant writer 

just quoted, is a village at the end of a range of 

downs, generally fringed with large woods on the 

lower slopes. He has then ground to work alternately, 

according to the character of the weather and the 

changes of the moon, If the weather be wet, windy, 

or dark from the absence of the moon, then the wide 

open hills are safe; while, on the other hand, the 

woods are practically inaccessible, for a man must 

have the eyes of a cat to see to do his work in the 

impenetrable blackness of the plantations. So that 

upon a bright night the judicious poacher prefers the 

woods, because he can see his way, and avoids the 

hills, because, having no fences to speak of, a watcher 

may detect him a mile off. 

Meadows with high banks and thick hedges may 

be worked almost at any time, for one side of the 

hedge is sure to cast a shadow, and instant cover is 

afforded by the bushes and ditches. Such meadows 

are the happy hunting-grounds of the local poacher 
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for that reason, especially if not far distant from 

woods and consequently overrun with rabbits. 

Rabbits are not easily dislodged in rain, for they 

avoid getting wet as much as possible ; they bolt best 

when it is dry and still. Nor will a poacher who 

means ferreting choose a windy night (though it is 

otherwise when he is after pheasants), for he has to 

depend a great deal on his sense of hearing to know 

when a rabbit is moving in the ‘bury,’ and where it 

is likely to bolt, so as to lay hold of it the moment it 

is in the net. 

Poachers who use ferrets prefer white ones for 

night work, as they are more easily seen, and are not 

so likely to be picked up by a dog in mistake for a 

rabbit, although poachers’ dogs as a rule are generally 

too well trained to make such mistakes. Keepers 

are only too glad to get hold of poachers’ ferrets when 

they can, for they are almost certain to be good ones. 

The favourite implement, however, with rabbit 

poachers is, no doubt, the wire snare. This is 

easily carried about in the pocket, to be set as occasion 

or opportunity may arise, and is easily removed.! 

It is otherwise with nets, which usually require the 

‘ Several instances have been reported in which two rabbits 

have been caught in one snare, either by the legs, or one by 

the leg the other by the neck. See Zhe Field, April 2 and 7, 

1892, and January 30, 1897. 
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attention of more than one person, thus increasing the 

chance of detection. The keeper, who in the course 

of his rounds may happen to detect a number of 

‘wires,’ has two courses open to him. He may either 

pull up the pegs and take the snares bodily away 

(unless, of course, they have been set by an ‘ occupier’ 

on land in his occupation, when the keeper has no 

right to remove them !), or he may watch the place 

to discover who comes to lookat them. In the latter 

case he should give the culprit time, and if possible 

catch him in the act of taking a rabbit out of a snare. 

The plan of putting a dead rabbit in a wire and allowing 

the poacher to find it is not to be recommended, for in 

the event of a prosecution this would afford a loophole 

for escape, since the keeper, if cross-examined for the 

defence, would have to admit that he himself placed 

the rabbit where it was found. It is much better to 

allow the culprit to walk away with any rabbit he 

may have seen him kill, and then to question him. 

In the case of ‘long-netting’ it is better to counter- 

act the setting by ‘bushing’ the field, or driving the 

rabbits into cover at night (about ro P.M. and again 

about 14.M.) with a good dog, than to take pro- 

ceedings against the offenders after the rabbits have 

been killed and removed. 

' See Hobbs vw. Symons, 7he Field, March 31, 1888. 
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Some keepers advocate turning out a few white 

rabbits, which are more readily seen at night than 

the others, and by keeping a watch on them observe 

whether they disappear. This will show whether there 

is any poaching going on or not; though a wily 

poacher who knows his business will, of course, take 

care to let any white ones go that he may happen to 

capture. The most effectual way, however, to prevent 

‘long-netting’ is to bush the fields around the coverts, 

not with fixed bushes or stakes, but with loose thorns, 

or short pieces of bramble or furze strewn loosely about 

in the field. These will be dragged by the net and 

cause it to become so hampered and entangled as to 

be useless. A gamekeeper, writing in Zhe Meld of 

August 4, 1894, recommended the scattering of small 

pieces of wire netting,’ but although this might defeat 

the poachers, it would hardly suit farmers who have 

sheep or other stock to turn on the land. 

When coverts are surrounded by stone walls, it is 

usual to leave openings called * meuses’ here and there 

for the hares and rabbits to go in andout. A poacher 

who intends to use a ‘purse-net’ will previously block 

up all the ‘meuses’ except those in which he intends 

to hang his nets, and, to enable him to distinguish at 

‘ This was also recommended by another correspondent, 

The Field, January 25, 1896. 
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night those which are blocked from those which are 

open, will place on the wall immediately above the 

open ones a loose stone, a stick, or a piece of turf to 

mark them. A keeper on going his rounds, therefore, 

should be on the look out for such objects, and when 

found should carefully shift them over the closed holes, 

and so defeat the object in view. To counteract the 

use of ‘ gate-nets,’ it is not a bad plan for a keeper 

to use some himself for a few nights, and after catching 

several hares liberate them immediately. This will 

cause the hares to fight shy of gates, and quit the fields 

in some other way. Another effective plan is to paint 

the lower bars of the gates white, and the hares will 

then avoid them. 

The raiders who come in gangs armed with guns 

and shoot the best coverts, generally selecting 

pheasants at roost, are usually colliers, miners, or the 

scum of manufacturing towns, led by some ruffian who 

has a knowledge of the ground. These gangs display 

no skill, but rely on their numbers, arms, and known 

desperation of character to save them from arrest, as 

unfortunately it very often does. 

The ‘mouchers’ who sneak about the roads and 

hedgerows with dogs on Sundays, and snap up a rabbit 

or a hare, do not do so much damage except in the 

neighbourhood of large towns, where they are more 
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numerous. Shepherds, too, sometimes require looking 

after, for they often have dogs which, though supposed 

to be used only for sheep, are extremely clever in 

helping their owners to get: hold of a hare or rabbit. 

Even a ploughman will leave his horses to set a wire 

in a gateway or gap where he has noticed the track of 

a hare ; but this is generally for his own eating, and is 

not of much consequence in comparison with the work 

of the real local professional. These regular hands 

form a class, now more numerous than ever; for the 

price obtainable for game from local dealers causes 

many a man to turn poacher in a small way who 

would otherwise lead a respectable and honest life. 

Moreover, the spread of railways into the most out- 

lying districts enables poachers, or their aiders and 

abettors, to get hampers of game speedily out of reach 

of the local policeman. 

The people who require most looking after, how- 

ever, are the small higglers, or ‘ general dealers’ as 

they call themselves, who go round the countryside 

with a cart, and, under pretence of selling fish, or 

buying and selling poultry, are frequently in league 

with poachers, especially during the egging season, 

when they become possessed of large quantities of 

pheasants’ and partridges’ eggs. As an instance of the 

mischief which may be done by these gentry, it may 
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be noted that on May 26, 1898, one Charles Gooch, 

a marine-store dealer, was prosecuted by the Field 

Sports Protection Association, at the Saxmundham 

Petty Sessions, where, being convicted of being in un- 

lawful possession of 655 partridges’ eggs, he was fined 

one shilling per egg, or 32/. 15s. and costs, or in default 

two months’ imprisonment with hard labour. It would 

be well if this example were followed more frequently 

by justices at petty sessions in other parts of the 

country, and much might be done to prevent poach- 

ing if County Councillors and Boards of Guardians 

would follow the lead of those at Wimborne who, on 

July 30, 1898, refused to grant to a general dealer a 

licence to deal in game.! 

The power to grant such licences has been trans- 

ferred from the Justices to the Guardians, and the 

Act conferring such power (1 & 2 Will. IV. cap. 32) 

expressly provides (Sect. 18) that ‘a licence to 

deal in game cannot be granted to an innkeeper or 

licensed victualler, or person licensed to sell beer by 

retail, or to the owner, guard, or driver of any mail 

coach or conveyance used for carrying the mails, or of 

any stage coach, waggon, van, or other public convey- 

ance, or to a carrier or higgler, or to a person in the 

employment of any of the above.’ 

' For report of this case see The Field, August 6, 1898, 

p. 267. 
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To judge by the local press reports of the poach- 

ing cases which come before the magistrates at petty 

sessions, it would seem that the majority of convictions 

are for poaching rabbits, the proceedings being taken 

under the principal Game Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. IV. 

cap. 32), the Night Poachers’ Act, 1828 (9 Geo. IV. 

cap. 69) modified by the Night Poaching Act, 1844 

(7 & 8 Vict. cap. 29), the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 

& 25 Vict. cap. 96), or the Poaching Prevention 

Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Vict. cap. 114). 

As a good deal of ignorance prevails on the subject 

of the law relating to rabbits, not only amongst game- 

keepers, who can hardly be supposed to know very 

much about it, but also amongst their employers, who 

might be expected to be better informed, it may not 

be out of place in a volume pertaining exclusively to 

‘The Rabbit’ to devote a few pages to the consideration 

of cases which continually arise, and to the law which 

governs them. A little plain law on the subject may 

be acceptable both to masters and servants, and we 

shall endeavour so to expound it as to free it as much 

as possible from technicalities, confining attention 

chiefly to the duties of gamekeepers (in respect of 

rabbits) as regulated by Acts of Parliament. 

Perhaps the simplest mode of dealing with the 

subject will be to look into the provisions of the 
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above-mentioned statutes, and see how they affect 

the questions which are likely to arise where rabbits 

are concerned. 

With regard to trespass dy day in pursuit of game 

or rabbits (coneys they are styled in the Statute) Sec- 

tion 30 of the principal Game Act (1 & 2 Will. IV. 

cap. 32) expressly states that if any person shall com- 

mit a trespass by entering in the day-time! upon 

any land in search or pursuit of game or coneys, he 

shall be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceed- 

ing 22. and costs, or, in default, to imprisonment with 

hard labour for a term not exceeding two months. 

And if the offence be committed by a party of five or 

more persons, the penalty on conviction may be 54. 

and costs, or, in default, imprisonment with hard 

labour as before. 

In such case anyone may lay an information, and 

one justice may receive it. It need not be in writing, 

though it usually is, and it need not be on oath, 

unless a warrant for the apprehension of an offender 

be applied for by the informant, and then the informa- 

tion must be asworn one. It must be for one offence 

1 Section 34 of this Act states that day-¢zme shall be 

deemed to commence at the beginning of the last hour before 
sunrise, and to conclude at the expiration of the first hour after 

sunset. Night will therefore mean the remaining portion of the 

twenty-four hours. 
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on one day only, but an information against several 

persons for a joint offence will hold good. In any 

case the prosecution must be originated within 

three calendar months after the commission of the 

offence. 

If an offender, after being served with a summons, 

does not appear, the keeper (or other informant) may 

either apply for a warrant or proceed in his absence. 

We need not here concern ourselves with the 

defence likely to be set up by a rabbit poacher, for 

that is a matter to be determined by the justices at the 

hearing of the summons ; unless a dona-fide claim of 

right is pleaded, in which case the magistrates’ jurisdic- 

tion would be ousted, and the dispute would have to 

be settled in a superior court. But cases may arise in 

which, for want of proper instruction, a keeper may 

be induced to let an offender escape. For example, 

it is settled law that a right of common carries with it 

no right to kill the ground game on a common which 

belongs to the lord of the manor.! If, therefore, a 

gamekeeper of the latter sees a person shooting 

rabbits on a common, and on remonstrating with 

him is informed that he is a commoner and merely 

exercising his privilege, he should reply civilly that he 

1 Watkins v. Major, 44 1..J. M.C. 164 and L.R. to C.P. 
662. 
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is mistaken ; that commoners have no right to kill 

rabbits ; that he must desist ; and that if he continues 

to shoot, he will be summoned. The owner of a 

free warren, also, may prosecute tenants of land 

within the limits of the free warren if they kill 

rabbits, or give permission to others to do so; and 

he should instruct his keeper to let it be known that 

he claims the rabbits on the land of such persons 

under a grant of free warren (see p. 55). It has been 

decided also in several reported cases that a dog 

found hunting rabbits in a warren may be killed by 

the keeper or warrener ; and the owner of a franchise 

of a park may kill a dog chasing game in the park." 

In other cases, a keeper would do well to abstain 

from shooting a trespassing dog, or he may find him- 

self made liable in damages to the owner.? His 

proper course is to give the owner of the dog notice 

in writing to restrain him from trespassing, and to 

intimate that, unless he does so, traps will be set. 

Should any doubt arise in the mind of a game- 

keeper as to the ownership of a hedge in which he 

may find snares set for rabbits or hares, he may note 

1 Vere v. Lord Cawdor, 11 East, 568; Protheroe v. 

Matthews, 5 C. and P. 581. 
2 See the report of a case at Cardiff in which a gamekeeper 

was ordered to pay 12/ for shooting a dog while in pursuit of 
a rabbit.— 7he Field, February 27, 1897. 

M 



162 THE RABBIT 

that a hedge is always presumed to belong to the 

person in whose field the ditch is zo¢; the reason 

being that the person who makes a hedge bank 

by cutting a ditch must throw up the soil on his own 

land, and not on his neighbour’s; he thus becomes 

the owner of the hedge. If there are two ditches, 

one on each side of a hedge, the ownership of the 

hedge will depend on the past exercise of rights over 

it, or the liability to repair it. 

It often happens that a poacher, with a view to 

avoid a charge of trespass, confines his operations to 

one side or the other of a high road, along which he 

may pretend to be walking quietly if disturbed. It 

is well to remember, therefore, that a highway (sub- 

ject to the right of the public to use it for all usual 

and lawful purposes) is deemed to be land in the 

possession of adjoining owners and occupiers, and 

therefore a poacher under such circumstances may be 

treated as if he were a trespasser on the adjoining 

land. Moreover, if he is using a gun for shooting 

through the hedge, he may not only be prosecuted 

for trespass in pursuit of game, but may be summoned 

under Section 72 of the Highway Act (5 & 6 Will. 

IV. cap. 50) for discharging a gun within fifty feet from 

the centre of the highway. By shooting from a high 

road a trespass is committed as if the shooter had 
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entered the adjacent field. This was decided by the 

Court of Queen’s Bench in the case of Regina z. 

Pratt, 24 L. J. (N.S.) 113. If the facts warrant it, 

he may also be prosecuted for shooting game without 

a licence. 

It is a question for the justices to determine 

whether a defendant is ‘in pursuit of game’ or not. 

In a case tried at Cheltenham in January, 1892, in 

which two persons were summoned for trespass in 

pursuit of game, it was contended on their behalf 

that, although they had a dog and gun, there was no 

evidence of their being ‘in pursuit of game.’ The 

magistrates, however, considered that their intention 

was sufficiently evident, and fined them ten shillings 

each and costs. 

If the owner of a hedge which he proposes to 

ferret, steps over into his neighbour’s field for the 

purpose of shooting any rabbits that may be put out 

to him, he is clearly a trespasser, for it is only by 

permission that a person can stand on his neighbour’s 

land for the purpose of killing game started on his 

own property. 

Should it happen that a person convicted of 

trespassing in pursuit of game, or rabbits, under 

Section 30 of the Act 1 & 2 Will. IV. cap. 32, is the 

holder of a gun or game licence, that licence will 

M2 
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become forfeited, and if he intends to shoot again, he 

will have to take out a fresh licence under penalties 

prescribed in the Game Licence Act, 1860, and the 

Gun Licence Act, 1870. A gamekeeper, therefore, 

who has obtained a conviction will do well to bear 

this fact in mind. 

Disputes often arise as to who has or who has not 

the right to kill rabbits, and as the law which formerly 

held good has been materially altered by the Ground 

Game Act, passed in 1880, the consideration of this 

part of the subject may be reserved for another 

chapter, in which we propose to deal exclusively with 

the provisions of that particular statute. Since that 

Act, however, does not affect the rights of owners 

and occupiers under leases executed before the 

passing of the Act, it may be well to note here that 

rabbits do not come within the definition of ‘game’ 

laid down in the principal Game Act, and therefore, 

where ‘game’ only is reserved to a landlord wider a 

lease dated prior to 1880, the tenant may kill the rabbits 

or authorise his servants to kill them for him,! but zo¢ 

strangers ; for the game being reserved, the permission 

of the tenant is no defence to strangers prosecuted 

1 Spicer v. Barnard, 28 L.J. M.C. 176; and Padwick v. 

King, 29 L.J. M.C. 42. It is otherwise in the case of 

tenancies created since the passing of the Ground Game Act, as 

will be explained in the next chapter. 
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by the landlord for trespassing in pursuit of it, or of 

woodcocks, snipes, quails, landrails, or rabbits.! 

Two very important points remain to be considered, 

the right to arrest, and the right to search. As pro- 

bably more mistakes are made by keepers in these 

matters than in any others with which they have to 

deal, it will be well to state clearly how the law 

stands. 

Any person may order an ordinary trespasser to 

quit his land, and may remove him if he refuses to 

do so, but he has no power at common law to sum- 

marily arrest him. If, however, the offender be 

trespassing in search of game, Section 31 of the 

principal Game Act authorises any person having the 

right of killing the game, or the occupier of the land, 

or the gamekeeper or servant of either of them, to 

arrest him under certain specified circumstances ; 

namely, if he refuses to tell his real name or place of 

abode, or gives a false name and address (to the 

keeper’s knowledge), or wilfully continues on the land 

or returns to it, he may be apprehended and taken 

as soon as possible before a Justice of the Peace,? 

1 Pryce v. Davies, 35 J.P. 374; and Morden wv. Porter, 

29 L.J. M.C. 213. 

? The section requires that he must not be detained more 
than twelve hours, and if, for any sufficient reason, he cannot 

be brought before « Justice of the Peace within that time, he 
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and on being convicted of any such offence, is lable 

to a penalty not exceeding 52. and costs, or in default, 

two months’ imprisonment with hard labour. 

If any of the parties authorised as above can 

see game in possession of the trespasser, they may de- 

mand it, and if refused, may scize it, but they may 

not search a person on suspicion, nor can they scize 

his gun. The only person empowered to search is 

a constable under circumstances mentioned in the 

Poaching Prevention Act, 1862, to be presently 

referred to. 

Under the Night Poachers’ Act, 1828 (9 Geo. IV. 

cap. 69) modified by the Night Poaching Act, 1844 

(7 & 8 Vict. cap. 29) any one taking or killing 

game or rabbits a¢ zigh/,! either on open or enclosed 

land, or upon any highway or the sides thereof, or 

entering such places for the purpose, is lable on 

conviction to three months’ imprisonment with hard 

labour for a first offence, six months’ for a second 

offence, and a still longer term for any subsequent 

offence. Such person also may be apprehended, 

must be discharged, and proceeded against by summons or 

warrant, as if no such apprehension had taken place. 

) Night is deemed to commence at the expiration of the 

first hour after sunset and to conclude at the beginning of the 

last hour before sunrise. See p. 159, note. 

? Tt is important to bear in mind that before he can be con- 
victed he must have actually killed or taken a rabbit. It is 
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and delivered over to a constable, to be brought 

before two Justices of the Peace to be dealt with 

as the Act provides. If such person offers violent 

resistance, and assaults those authorised to apprehend 

him, he is guilty of a misdemeanour, and is liable on 

conviction to transportation for seven years, or to 

imprisonment with hard labour for two years. 

The Larceny Act, 1861 (Section 17) makes it an 

offence to kill hares and rabbits a¢ night ‘in a warren’ 

(see p. 57), an extension, as it were, of the Night 

Poaching Acts which relate to taking or killing game 

or rabbits ‘in open or enclosed lands.’ Whether the 

land in question is ‘a warren,’ or not, may be a 

question for the determination of the justices.! If it 

be quite certain that the offence was committed ‘in a 

warren,’ the offender may be prosecuted under the 

Larceny Act, otherwise under the Night Poaching 

Acts. One must, of course, bear in mind the dis- 

tinction between an ordinary warren and the right of 

free warren, as explained in a former chapter (see p. 52). 

not sufficient for him to be merely on the land in search of 
rabbits. The keeper therefore, if he sees a trespasser at night 

whom he has reason to suspect, should give him time before 
making his appearance. The reason for this anomaly, which 

arises on a question of construction of the Act, is fully explained 

in an article on ‘Rabbit Poaching by Night,’ in 7he Field of 
February 15, 1890. 

1 Bevan v. Hopkinson, 34 L.T. 142. See p. 58, note. 
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Poachers will sometimes capture in ae night with 

the long net more rabbits than they can carry away. 

They will accordingly be compelled to hide them, 

and remove them subsequently as best they may. If 

they escape detection when capturing them, but: are 

caught while removing them, the rabbits being then 

dead, it becomes a question whether the offence is 

one of larceny or not. The point was decided in the 

case of Regina v. Lewis Townley, reported in Zhe 

field of April 29, 1871. A poacher, who had assisted 

in taking 126 rabbits which were concealed with 400 

yards of netting, was subsequently caught removing 

them, and was prosecuted and convicted of larceny 

for stealing them. But on appeal, the Court for the 

Consideration of Crown Cases Reserved quashed the 

conviction on the ground that the act of killing and 

removing was continuous, and that that which was 

not larceny in its inception could not be so in its 

natural fulfilment of the original intention. 

On the other hand, if the offender had been charged 

with poaching and convicted, the conviction would 

probably have been affirmed. This is shown by the 

case of Horn v. Raine.’ In this case, the poacher 

Raine, standing in his own allotment, fired over the 

wall at a grouse that was sitting on Lord Westbury’s 

' Law Times, July 16, 1898. 
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land adjoining, and killed it. He did not at once 

seek to remove it, and Horn (Lord Westbury’s game- 

keeper), who was attracted by the shot, found the dead 

bird and removed it without being seen by Raine. 

Some hours later Raine returned, and climbed over 

the wall and began looking for the dead bird. He 

was charged with trespassing on the land in pursuit of 

game. The magistrates dismissed the charge on the 

ground that the distance of time between the act of 

killing and the act of taking prevented them from 

treating the two as one continuous act. A Divisional 

Court, however, on a case stated, remitted the case 

to the magistrates with directions to convict on the 

ground that on the facts stated the killing and taking 

constituted one continuous act. 

We come now to the Poaching Prevention Act, 

1862 (25 & 26 Vict. cap. 114), the provisions of 

which apply to rabbits as well as to game. It is an 

extremely important Act, because it empowers police 

constables in certain cases to search suspected persons 

without a warrant, a proceeding which, as we have seen 

(p. 165), is not in the power of any owner, occupier, 

gamekeeper or other person acting under his or their 

directions. 

Section 2 of this Act enables a constable to search, 

in any highway, street, or public place, any person 
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suspected of coming from land where he has been un- 

lawfully in pursuit of game, and to take from him 

any game, eggs of game, or rabdits that may be found 

in his possession, or any gun, part of gun, or nets, 

or engines used for killing or taking.game. It also 

enables a constable to stop and search any cart, or 

conveyance, in which he suspects any of these things 

to be concealed, and, if found, to seize and detain 

them. In sucha case, the constable must apply to 

a magistrate for a summons citing the offender to 

appear before two justices at petty sessions, if in 

England or Ireland, or before a sheriff or any two 

justices if in Scotland, to be dealt with as the Act 

provides. 

This statute, in the words of Mr. Justice Byles,! 

‘not only creates a new criminal jurisdiction, but 

changes the burden of proof in a criminal case, and 

therefore we must give it a strict construction. Nowit 

appears that there are four requisites: fs¢, that the 

suspected person should be found on the highway, Kc. ; 

secondly, that there should be good ground of suspicion 

that he has come from land where he has been un- 

lawfully pursuing game, and that he has in his pos- 

session game unlawfully obtained, or certain other 

specified articles ; ¢Aixdly, that he should have in his 

' Clarke 7. Crowder and others, L.R. 4 C.P. 638. 
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possession on the highway such game, &c. ; fourthly, 

that game, &c. should there be found on him, ze. seen, 

or heard, or felt on him, so as to constitute a finding 

by the senses of a witness.’ 

As pointed out by Mr. Warry, one of the latest 

writers on the game laws,! this is the only statute 

which directly invokes the aid of the police for the 

protection of game. A constable is authorised under 

Sections 9, to of the Gun Licence Act, 1870, to 

demand the production of gun licences, and may be 

asked to assist keepers to effect an arrest under the 

Game Act, 1831 (Section 31), or the Night Poaching 

Act, 1828 (Section 2), but the public have generally 

viewed with disfavour the employment of constables 

to assist in the preservation of game. In consequence, 

however, of frequent breaches of the peace and 

murderous assaults arising from the necessity of 

arresting poachers, this statute was passed to assist 

keepers in this respect, that (whether from informa- 

tion received from them or otherwise) a constable on 

duty might be enabled to stop and search persons on 

their return from what he might suspect to be a 

poaching expedition, and if game was found on them, 

to lay the same onus on such persons of accounting 

1 The Game Laws of England, with an Appendix of the 

Statutes relating to Game. London, Stevens & Sons, 1896. 
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for the possession of it, as the law lays upon the 

possession of stolen property. 

It is not to be expected, nor would it be possible 

in the limited space here at disposal, that we should 

enter into more minute details of the law concerning 

rabbits, or consider its application in every case that 

might be likely to arise. All that we have attempted 

to do in these pages is to give a few broad outlines 

for the guidance of those masters and servants who, 

having rabbits to care for and protect from poachers, 

may desire to know briefly what are their legal rights 

and remedies. 

It remains to consider the provisions of the 

Ground Game Act, which is of such importance to 

owners, occupiers, and shooting tenants as to require 

separate treatment in another chapter. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE GROUND GAME ACT 

Ir may be said without much fear of contradiction . 

that no Act of Parliament in modern times has caused 

more misunderstanding, ill-feeling and general dis- 

satisfaction than the Ground Game Act of 1880. It 

has pleased nobody, except perhaps the promoters of 

it. Naturally it has not pleased the landlord, for, 

regardless of the legal maxim cujus est solum ejus est 

usgue ad celum, it has deprived him of the liberty of 

contract, and the right of doing what he pleases with 

his own. It has decreed that from the date of the 

passing of the Act his interest in hares and rabbits 

shall be shared with his tenants, who are to have as 

much right to kill or take them as he has himself. If 

he does not shoot, or preserve game for his friends to 

shoot, this might not at first sight appear to be of 

much consequence; but if he lets his shooting it 

makes all the difference in the world—a difference, 

that is to say, in the value of the shooting, or the 
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amount of rent which he is able to secure for it. For 

no shooting tenant now-a-days will give as much rent 

as he would be willing to pay if the landlord could 
let him the exclusive right to kill hares and rabbits, 

which under the new régime he is unable to do, 

unless he happens to be an owner in occupation of 

his own land. 

Shooting tenants with some reason complain that 

things are very much altered for the worse. They 

find that the tenants, or ‘occupiers’ as they are 

termed in the Act, under cover of exercising their 

privileges and keeping down the ground game, are 

perpetually disturbing the ground at all seasons of the 

year. Whether the partridges or pheasants are sitting 

or have led off their broods makes no difference to 

them. They are trapping, wiring, or shooting all the 

year round, and the evidence adduced on the hearing 

of summonses for trespass in pursuit of game shows 

only too plainly that they are not always careful to con- 

fine their attention to fur, but kill winged game when 

they think they can do so without risk of detection. 

The result of this constant disturbance of the ground, 

especially during the egging season, is only too 

apparent when the first of September comes round. 

The frequent ferreting of the hedgerows causes many 

a partridge to desert the eggs, and those which contrive 
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to hatch off often become so wild as to be almost 

unapproachable. Hares there are none, or so few in 

comparison to what there were, that the shooting 

tenant is woefully disappointed. Nor can rabbits be 

found in anything like their accustomed number. 

On many farms, excepting those which adjoin large 

coverts not included in the letting to the tenant 

farmer, rabbits are almost cleared off; and every 

shooting man knows how coneys tell up in the bag 

at the end of a day’s shooting. It is not the loss of 

their intrinsic value that is deplored, but the loss of 

sport which is implied by their absence. 

Nor are the tenant farmers much better pleased 

than the landlords with the result of the new legislation, 

although the Act was passed ostensibly in their in- 

terest—‘ to protect their crops from injury and loss 

by ground game.’ Formerly if a standing crop was 

damaged by the depredations of hares and rabbits, 

the farmer made a claim against the landlord, a 

valuer was appointed to look into the matter, and an 

amount of compensation was agreed upon which was 

generally deducted from the rent. In some cases a 

landlord who had paid, or allowed, compensation for 

some years on this score would perhaps lose patience, 

and in order to relieve himself for the future of this 

annual claim, would consent to reduce the rent at 
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once by an agreed amount for the remainder of the 

term, on condition that he should hear no more of 

compensation for damage done by ground game. 

This satisfied both parties. At all events the landlord 

had the right to make his own terms in regard to the 

letting of his own land (which under the Ground 

Game Act he is now precluded from doing), and the 

tenant had the satisfaction of knowing that he had 

secured perhaps a substantial reduction of rent for 

the remainder of his term. Now the tenant or 

‘occupier’ has aconcurrent right to the ground game, 

of which he cannot divest himself much as he might 

like to sell the exclusive right of killing it ; for any 

agreement in contravention of this is declared by the 

third section of the Act, as will be seen later, to be 

void. Still he is not happy, and notwithstanding that 

when rabbits attack his crops he has the remedy in 

his own hands and is at liberty to destroy them, he 

still seeks to get compensation when he can from the 

landlord, or from the tenant to whom his landlord 

has let the shooting over his farm. From the reported 

decisions in actions of this class, it would seem that, 

wherever a tenant in the occupancy of a farm has a 

right to kill rabbits, he has no claim for damage done 

by them to his crops, provided they are bred or 

burrow on his farm ; for if they are thus permitted to 
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increase, the fault is his own. But, if his crops are 

damaged by rabbits reared and allowed to increase in 

plantations or coverts within and around the farm 

and which are not in his occupation, he certainly has 

aclaim of damages (for the loss sustained) against 

his landlord. In the Scotch case of Inglis v. Moir’s 

Tutors and Gunnis, where a tenant brought an action 

against both landlord and shooting tenant for damage 

done to crops by rabbits, it was held that the landlord 

was liable, but not the shooting tenant, Lord Justice 

Clerk in giving judgment said: ‘As regards the case 

against the game tenant, if he did any personal act 

to the injury of the agricultural tenant (such as tread- 

ing down corn or breaking fences) he would be 

responsible. But he is under no obligation to kill 

rabbits for the benefit of the farmer. There is no 

mutual obligation between them. Neither the 

omission to kill rabbits, nor the destruction of 

vermin, which are matters entirely within the power 

of the game tenant to do or omit, can give the agri- 

cultural tenant any just cause of action. His claim 

lies against his landlord under the contract with him, 

which is neither enlarged nor restricted by the rights 

given to the tenant of the shooting.’ ! 

1 See reports of claims for damage done by rabbits, Cameron 
v. Drummond, The Feld, February 4, 1888, and Smith z. 

Brand, The Field, November 9, 1895. 
N 
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Sometimes a shooting tenant is induced to consent 

to a clause in the lease to indemnify his landlord against 

claims by tenants for damage done by ground game— 

a proviso which should be refused unless he is very 

anxious to secure the shooting, and the landlord will not 

let it otherwise, regarding such clause as tantamount 

to a guarantee that the ground game will be well kept 

down. This happened in the case of Rashleigh and 

another v. Veale, which came before his Honour Judge 

Grainger in the St. Austell County Court in January, 

1895, the result being that the defendant (who was 

the sporting tenant), as was to be expected, was held 

liable on his covenant. 

Another grievance on the part of an ‘ occupier’ 

who holds land over which someone else has a grant 

of ‘free warren,’ is that he cannot kill any rabbits 

at all, notwithstanding his supposed rights under the 

Ground Game Act. Witness the case of Lord 

Carnarvon v. Clarkson, to which allusion has been 

already made.! 

There is still another class of persons who profess 

themselves aggrieved by the operation of the Ground 

Game Act-—namely, the agricultural labourers. The 

1 See pp. 55, 56, and a précis of the case in The Freld of 

May 18, 1895, under the heading ‘ Occupiers who have no 

Right to Ground Game.’ 
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nature of the grievance may be best exemplified by 

relating a conversation which the writer had some 

years ago with a south-country ‘beater’ well known 

to him. 

‘Well, John, how do you like the new Ground 

Game Act?’ 

‘Not at all, sur; never get a robbut now, let be 

howtle.’! 

‘Oh! how’s that then ?’ 

‘Why, you see, sur, when Mister C. wur head- 

keeper? if I’d a mind to a robbut of a Saturday for 

my Sunday’s dinner, why, I used to go up to hisn # and 

ask for un, aye, and get un too. Now if I goes up to 

the noo keeper and asks, he ses, “ Let’s see,” he ses, 

‘who do you work for?” and I ses Varmer Rye, I ses. 

Well, he ses, “Then you’d better go andask he for un ; 

for he have the right to kill un same as me.” So I 

goes to Varmer Rye and asks he, and what d’ye 

think he ses; why, he ses, “I aint got no robbuts for 

no one ; I ca-a-nt get enough for mysel’.” So I comes 

away wi/out un. That’s how it be, sur.’ 

‘Well, John, what do you do now, then?’ 

‘Do, sur? Why’ (scratching his head) ‘I’se forced 

to help mysel’, I s’pose.’ 

1 A provincialism ; let it be how it will.’ 
2 Before the passing of the Act. 
* Meaning ‘to his house.’ 

Ney 
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Which being interpreted means, that a good 

honest labourer with a wife and family to support, 

and with perhaps only eighteen shillings a week to 

do it with, out of which four or five shillings a week 

has to go for cottage rent, turns poacher, and sooner 

or later is discovered by the keeper taking a rabbit 

out of a wire, with the usual result. And so it is 

that owners, occupiers, shooting tenants and agri- 

cultural labourers, all have something to say against 

the Act.! 

It would not be possible within the limits of a 

single chapter to examine critically all the points 

which are suggested by a careful perusal of the Act, 

nor is it to be expected that we should take cogni- 

sance of the many legal technicalities which have 

been argued in the numerous actions at law to which 

this particular statute has given rise. All that we 

can attempt to do here is to take a general view of 

the object and provisions of the Ground Game Act, 

and point out, as briefly as possible, some of the 

more important legal decisions which now materially 

affect its bearing. The importance of this at the 

present time will be apparent to those who already 

know how the construction of particular sections by 

' See the numerous letters expressive of dissatisfaction for 

reasons stated which appeared in 7he Fie/d during the months 
of November and December 1889. 
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magistrates at petty sessions has been overruled by 

Courts of Appeal, while the utility of such a com- 

mentary as we propose to offer will, it is hoped, be 

acceptable to those readers who may perchance have 

a copy of the Act at hand, but no notes of the im- 

portant cases to which we shall refer. 

The full title of this Statute is ‘An Act for the 

better protection of Occupiers of Land against injury 

to their Crops from Ground Game,’ and it received 

the royal assent on September 7, 1880. 

The object of the Act is not, as some persons 

imagine, to transfer the right to kill hares and rabbits 

from ‘owner’ to ‘occupier,’ but to protect the crops 

from injury by ground game, and this object is 

equally attained whether the animals are killed by 

either party. It is also a mistake to suppose that 

the Ground Game Act gives the landlord anything. 

It gives him no privilege nor concurrent right. It gives 

the tenant the concurrent right to hares and rabbits 

where they are reserved. As at common law, in the 

absence of any agreement between landlord and 

tenant with regard to ground game, hares and rabbits 

are the property of the tenant as occupier of the sotl, it 

is necessary in making agreements with tenants, that 

hares and rabbits should be mentioned and reserved, 

otherwise the landlord will have no right to kill them. 
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The Act contains eleven sections. 

The first section provides that : 

* Every occupier of land shall have a right insepar- 

able from his occupation to kill ground game thereon, 

concurrently with any other person who may be entitled 

to it, subject to the following limitations : 

Subsection 1. The occupier shall kill and take 

ground game only by himself or by persons duly 

authorised by him zz writing : 

(a) The occupier himself and one other person 

authorised in writing by such occupier shall 

be the only persons entitled under this Act to 

kill ground game zh firearms ; 

(6) No person shall be authorised by the occu- 

pier to kill or take ground game, except 

members of his household resident on the 

land, persons in his ordinary service on such 

land, and one other person und side employed 

by him for reward in taking ground game. 

(c) Every person so authorised by the occupier, 

on demand by any person having a concurrent 

right to the ground game (or any person 

authorised by him in writing to make such 

demand) shall produce his authority, and in 

default shall be deemed to be not an authorised 

person. 
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The term ‘occupier’ is not defined by the Act, 

but may be taken to mean the person for the time 

being lawfully entitled to and exercising the exclusive 

possession of land. Certain persons are expressly 

declared xot to be occupiers (Sect. 1, subsect. 2) ; for 

example, ‘a,person having merely a right of common,’ 

and ‘a person occupying land for grazing purposes for 

a period not exceeding nine months.’ These excep- 

tions will be considered further on. 

A landlord in occupation of his own land has been 

decided to be zof an occupier within the meaning of 

the Act.! But an outgoing tenant who ‘holds over’ 

for the purpose of getting in his crops has been held 

to bean occupier, so as to maintain or resist an action 

for trespass.* So also persons permitted by the tenant 

to use small pieces of ground for the purpose of growing 

potatoes have been held to be ‘occupiers.’ ? When a 

tenant sublets his land, he ceases to be an occupier 

for the purposes of the Ground Game Act. 

Whether the purchaser of a standing crop from an 

outgoing tenant having a right to be on the land for 

1 Smith v Hunt, 54 Law Times Reports, 422. This case 
will be considered further on when we come to discuss the right 

of an owner to set spring traps aboveground. See p. 203. 

* Boraston v. Green, 16 East 71; and Griffiths v. Puleston, 

13 M. & W. 358. 

* Greenslade z. Tapscott, 3 L. J. Ex. 328. 
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the purpose of removing his crop is an ‘ occupier’ 

within the meaning of the Act, and entitled to kill 

ground game on the land whereon the crop is stand- 

ing, isa question which has not been decided. It 

might well have been raised in the case of Lunt v. Hill, 

in the Nantwich County Court in January, 1895, but 

the only issue tried was whether an assault had been 

committed by the defendant in attempting to take from 

the plaintiff, the purchaser of the way-going crop, the 

rabbits which he had shot without any authority in 

writing from the tenant, and without a gun licence.! 

The term ‘occupier’ will include joint tenants ; 

their powers of appointment of persons to kill or take 

ground game could only be jointly exercised ; but 

whether (as is probably the case) each could exercise 

the rights of an occupier in killing ground game by 

himself is a point which, so far as we are aware, has 

not been judicially determined. 

Before proceeding to subsection 2 of the first sec- 

tion, it may be well to emphasise the fact that the 

authority given by an ‘occupier’ to kill rabbits must 

be ¢2 writing. In a case decided at Carlisle in October, 

1891 (Carter Wood v. Rule & Rule) a shooting tenant 

summoned two game-dealers for unlawfully killing 

rabbits at night. They pleaded authority. The occu- 

' See a report of the case in Zhe /ve/d of January 26, 1895. 
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pier, a farmer named Dunne, admitted authorising one 

of them, but stated that he paid no wages or commis- 

sion for the killing ; on the contrary, they paid him 

something for the privilege, and they got the rabbits 

for their own benefit. No authority 7 writing being 

produced, the magistrates convicted.!_ The defendants, 

thinking it important to obtain a legal decision whether 

or not a game-dealer who pays a farmer for permission 

to kill ground game and takes the game as his perqui- 

site, is ‘a person doné@ fide employed for reward,’ asked 

the magistrates to state a case for a superior court. 

This they declined to do, their view being that no 

question of law arose, but only an issue of fact, of 

‘written authority’ or otherwise. Defendants then 

moved for a rule for a mandamus requiring the magis- 

trates to state a case, and the motion was argued before 

the Divisional Court (Justices Hawkins and Wills) on 

February 4, 1892. The Court held that the magis- 

trates had decided the case upon an issue of fact, viz : 

whether the ‘ occupier’ had statutably employed the 

defendants, and that they had evidence before them 

upon which they could arrive at a conclusion in the 

matter. They accordingly refused the application and 

thereby supported the conviction.? 

' Reported in Zhe Field, November 4, 1891 

’ The Field, February 13, 1892. 
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As to what constitutes a ‘resident on the land’ 

(sect. 1 b.) the word ‘reside’ has been held to mean 

‘eat, drink, and sleep,’! and therefore, although a 

person merely spending the day would xot be a resi- 

dent, a guest for a few days presumably might be. In 

the case of Stuart v. Murray, the Court of Justiciary 

in Scotland decided that a person dond fide invited to 

stay for a week was a member of the household resi- 

dent on the land.” 

The question what constitutes a ‘ professional 

rabbit-killer’ is also one that often arises. Subsection 

1 b. states that he must be ‘a person dona fide em- 

ployed for reward,’ and only one such person can be 

authorised at atime. This definition does not cover 

the case of a friend coming for a day’s shooting, even 

if he receive a nominal sum for his services or a 

present of rabbits, although the fact of the shooter 

being a friend of the occupier would not necessarily 

invalidate the authority. Still, in the event of a 

shooting tenant feeling himself aggrieved and taking 

proceedings against such a person on the ground that 

he was not ‘ dond fide employed for reward,’ the fact 

of the latter being a friend of the occupier would not 

unnaturally give rise to suspicion. 

' Regina v. North Curry, 4 B. & C. 959. 

' The Field, November 22, 1894. 
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To take the case of a person who is not a friend 

of the occupier, and is not a rabbit-killer by pro- 

fession, but (as if he were) enters into an agreement 

with the occupier to kill rabbits, ostensibly for reward 

but in reality for his own recreation : 

In January 1893 one Gibbs, a wholesale con- 

fectioner at Oxford, was found by a keeper of the 

Earl of Abingdon shooting rabbits at Cumnor, on 

land in the occupation of one Townsend. He was 

summoned for trespass in pursuit of game, and 

pleaded that he had entered into an agreement with 

Townsend to kill rabbits for him, and to be paid for 

the work. Townsend confirmed this, and a written 

authority was produced showing that he was to be 

paid 4s. a dozen for all rabbits he killed up to 

September 29, and after that date 2s. a dozen, the 

rabbits being given to Townsend. The question 

arose whether Gibbs, who had a large business of his 

own in Oxford with several shops to look after, could 

be regarded as a ‘professional rabbit-killer’ within 

the meaning of the Act? The magistrates on the 

evidence dismissed the case, reluctantly finding him 

qualified! It is, of course, difficult to understand 

a man in defendant’s position posing as a professional 

rabbit-killer ; but it is a free country, and if a man of 

means chooses to turn professional rabbit-killer there is 
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no law to prevent him. At the same time, cases of this 

kind are open to grave suspicion, and slight evidence of 

an intention to evade the Act and obtain a few days’ 

shooting on pretence of killing the rabbits for the 

benefit of the tenant, might warrant a conviction for 

trespass in pursuit of game. And this was the result 

in a similar case tried in another county. 

In January 1883 the magistrates at Otley, York- 

shire, had a case before them, Taylor v. Bradley, in 

which this question was raised. ‘The plaintiff, who 

was the shooting tenant over lands in the occupation 

of one Laycock, summoned the defendant (a nail 

manufacturer employing about twenty hands) for 

shooting rabbits on the said land. Defendant pro- 

duced an authority in writing from the occupier 

Laycock, and the latter stated in evidence that he 

paid defendant five shillings for his services, and 

presented him with a rabbit. The question raised 

was whether Bradley was a person dond fide employed 

for reward for the purpose of killing ground game. 

The magistrates decided that he was not, and fined 

him 20s. and costs. 

As to the formal appointment of a professional 

rabbit-killer, it may happen that a farmer is the 

‘occupier’ of two or more farms belonging to one 

owner, and may be in doubt whether he can appoint 
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one professional rabbit-killer for each farm, or whether 

his right is limited under the Act to the appointment 

of only one such person. We are not aware that this 

point has ever been decided in a court of law. It 

would probably depend whether all the farms were 

included in one lease and treated as one holding, or 

let under different leases. In the latter case it would 

probably be held that he may appoint as many 

persons as there are farms in his occupation. 

The ‘form’ of authority to be given in writing is 

not provided by the Act. The following may be 

suggested as sufficient for the purpose: 

‘In pursuance of the provisions of the Ground 

Game Act 1880, I, A.B. of (give address), hereby 

authorise C. D. (‘a member of my household, in my 

service,’ or ‘resident on the land in my occupation,’ 

as the case may be) to kill or take ground game for 

me on any part of the land in my occupation in any 

lawful manner,! except by shooting. 

‘Dated this day of 1898. 

(Signed) A. B.’ 

If the occupier intends to authorise shooting, the 

form may be varied thus: ‘to kill or take ground 

game by shooting, in the daytime only.’ 

1 Poison is declared to be unlawful by Section 6, 
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This authority when given must be produced by 

the holder at any time when demanded by any person 

authorised to require its production. 

A commoner is not an ‘occupier’ within the 

meaning of the Act; in other words, the right of 

common does not give or include any right to kill or 

take ground game.‘ Subsection 2 runs : 

‘A person shall not be deemed to be an occupier 

of land for the purposes of this Act by reason of his 

having a right of common over such lands ; or by 

reason of an occupation for the purpose of grazing 

or pasturage of sheep, cattle, or horses for not more 

than nine months.’ 

A commoner may maintain an action against the 

lord of a manor for surcharging it with coneys, but 

he has no right to kill them or to fill up the burrows.? 

In view of the latter half of this subsection, 

owner in occupation who wishes to keep the shooting 

in his own hands, but is willing to let the grass lands 

for grazing purposes, should take care to stipulate in 

a written agreement that the letting is for a term not 

exceeding nine months. Otherwise the grazier might 

claim a concurrent right to the ground game as 

an ‘occupier,’ and would be justified in so doing, 

} See Watkin v. Major, L.R. 10 C.P. 662 

? Cooper v. Marshall, 1 Burr, 259. 
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under the Act. So if an owner in occupation lets his 

shooting to one person and the grazing to another, he 

should observe the same precautions. 

Subsection 3 relates to moorlands : 

‘In the case of moorlands, and uninclosed lands 

(not being arable lands), the occupier and the persons 

authorised by him shall exercise the rights conferred 

by this section only from the eleventh day of 

December in one year until the thirty-first day of 

March in the next year, both inclusive; but this 

provision shall not apply to detached portions of 

moorlands or uninclosed lands adjoining arable 

lands, where such detached portions of moorlands 

or uninclosed lands are less than twenty-five acres in 

extent.’ 

This clause applies more especially to grouse 

moors on which the occupier’s right to kill hares and 

rabbits is limited to about four months in the year 

(unless the occupier happens to be the owner in 

possession), namely, from the last day of grouse 

shooting until the beginning of the nesting season. 

But on small outlying patches of moorland holding 

rabbits which might do damage on adjoining arable 

land, the ‘occupier’ is empowered to kill ground 

game all the year round. 

Whether a farmer who has the grazing of moorland 
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for a period of more than nine months, but has a right 

to kill the ground game only from December 11 

until March 31, can claim compensation for damage 

done by rabbits during the remainder of the year, is 

a question which, so far as we are aware, has not been 

decided in a court of law, but we are inclined to think 

that such a claim would be well founded. 

A correspondent of Zhe Fie/d some time since put 

the following case under this section : 

‘How would large tracts of downland with much 

gorse, in some instances more than 100 acres in extent, 

be considered? Would they come under sect. 1, sub- 

sect. 3 of the Ground Game Act, and be considered 

for shooting purposes as ‘“ moorlands ” ? 

‘They can scarcely be considered, “ uninclosed ” 

here, for they are generally surrounded by fences. They 

are essentially grazing lands, being fed by sheep, the 

fences being required to keep them in. They are never 

ploughed, and, in some instances, are of very large 

extent. 

‘It would seem to the ordinary mind that the farmer, 

as “ occupier,” should not shoot such tracts of land, or 

snare, trap, or in any way kill or take ground game 

before December 11 on such downland. Here, how- 

ever, the farmer invariably shoots the downland as early 

as he pleases. Is this within his right ?’ 
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As this is a typical case we append the reply which 

was given to the question :! 

“From the wording of the third subsection of 

Section 1 of the Act, which empowers an occupier, and 

those authorised by him, to exercise the rights con- 

ferred upon the moorlands and uninclosed lands 

(not being arable land) only from the end of grouse 

shooting (December 10) until the following March 31 

—it seems clear that it is designed chiefly to prevent 

the disturbance of grouse during the nesting season ; 

and it is expressly stated that this provision is not to 

apply to detached portions of moorlands, or uninclosed 

lands adjoining arable lands, if they are less than 25 

acres in extent. In the case stated by our correspon- 

dent, the land in question is not moorland within the 

meaning of the Act; consequently, there can be no 

limitation of the time within which the ground game 

may be killed by those entitled to it, and if it were 

uninclosed, and less than 25 acres in extent, the occu- 

pier might kill or take the ground game there through- 

out the year. But it is said to be inclosed, and to be 

considerably more than 25 acres in extent, and con- 

sequently the case does not come within the third 

subsection at all. It is rather to be governed by the 

second subsection immediately preceding it, which 

| The Field, November 3, 1894. 
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enacts that a person shall not be deemed an “ occupier ” 

by reason of his having a right of common over such 

lands; or by reason of an occupation for grazing pur- 

poses for not more than nine months. Now, if the 

land in question is downland, over which the farmer 

has a “right of common,” and it is merely enclosed with 

a wire fence, as many such lands are, to prevent the 

sheep from straying, we should say that the farmer has 

no right whatever to the ground game. On the other 

hand, if he is an occupier for the purpose of grazing 

sheep, he can only kill or take ground game if his 

tenancy is for a longer period than nine months. In 

this case it would follow that, if our correspondent 

wishes to keep the rabbit shooting in his own hands, 

he must take care to let the grazing for short periods 

of not more than nine months.’ 

The second section of the Act provides that an 

occupier, who is entitled to kill ground game on land 

in his occupation, cannot divest himself wholly of such 

right. If he holds under a lease dated prior to Sep- 

tember, 1880, and the game has not been reserved to 

the owner, he has an exclusive right to game both 

furred and feathered, and can let that exclusive right 

to anyone he pleases. But, if his tenancy has been 

created since that date without any reservation of the 

game, he cannot let such right in its entirety, but only 
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a right to the feathered game with a partial right to the 

ground game, for as ‘occupier’ he is bound (under 

this section of the Act) not to divest himself wholly of 

his right to kill the hares and rabbits, however willing 

he may be to do so. All he can do is to refrain from 

exercising this inalienable right. 

The ¢#ird section of the Act accordingly provides 

that any agreement in contravention of the occupier’s 

right to kill ground game would be void ; that is to 

say, that no such agreement could be enforced in a 

court of law if either of the parties happened to change 

his mind and refused to fulfil his contract. In the 

case of Hicks v. Smith, tried in the Cheltenham County 

Court in February, 1888, the defendant, an occupier of 

land in Gloucestershire, let to the plaintiff as shooting 

tenant an exclusive right to kill game and rabbits, and 

afterwards proceeded to snare rabbits himself. The 

plaintiff brought an action for breach of contract, and 

the defendant pleaded that the agreement was void 

under Section 3 of the Act. It was held that both 

parties were i pari delicto, the plaintiff knowing from 

the first that he was entering into an agreement that 

-would be void under the Statute, and judgment ac- 

cordingly was entered for the defendant.! A similar 

view was taken by the judge of the County Court at 

| The Field, February 25, 1888. 
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Monmouth, in deciding the converse case of Morgan 

v. Jackson, where an occupier brought an action to 

recover rent from a shooting tenant to whom he had 

let his right to the ground game, and who pleaded in 

defence that the contract was void under Section 3 of 

the Act. On appeal, however, to the Divisional Court 

of Queen’s Bench, it was held by Mr. Justice Day and 

Mr. Justice Wright, that Section 3 was intended only 

to prevent a tenant and landlord from combining to- 

gether to defeat the Act. ‘There was nothing in that 

section (they said) to prevent the tenant (who was en- 

titled otherwise than in pursuance of the Act to kill 

and take ground game) being just as free as he would 

have been before the Act, and, in their opinion, Sec- 

tion 3 did not apply, since it merely prevented a 

tenant from surrendering his right to his landlord.! 

It is curious that the limitation here given by the 

judges—that Section 3 was only intended to prevent 

collusion between landlord and tenant—was expressly 

considered when the Bill was in Committee. Mr. 

Chaplin moved to give the occupier of land of which 

he was also the owner, power to sublet; but Sir 

William Harcourt said he could not consent to allow 

the right to kill ground game to be separable from the 

occupation of the land. Mr. Chaplin afterwards moved 

' Reported in Zhe Field, February 23, and May 4, 1895. 
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to give the tenant power to sublet the ground game ; 

but Sir William Harcourt maintained that this would 

defeat the object of the Bill, by enabling the tenant 

to let to the landlord. Another member then suggested 

that the tenant should have the power to let to any 

other person than the landlord, but Sir William Har- 

court replied that he could not assent to so invidious 

a distinction. Now, however, it has been held by a 

Court of Appeal that there zs such an invidious limita- 

tion (when the occupier is entitled to sporting rights 

otherwise than in pursuance of the Act), although it is 

not expressly mentioned in the Statute. 

The position, therefore, seems to be that an 

occupier of lands owning the exclusive right to the 

ground game (as when a landlord in letting has not 

reserved the game and rabbits) may let the sporting 

rights and recover the rent, if his tenant is not his 

landlord. If his shooting tenant were also his land- 

lord, the Court might possibly hold the contract void, 

and the rent irrecoverable—certainly a curious state 

of things. But in either case the occupier who is 

exclusive owner of sporting rights cannot divest him- 

self of his concurrent right to kill the ground game, 

and while nominally letting the exclusive right, he, 

literally speaking, lets only the concurrent right, so 

far as the ground game is concerned. 
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An application for leave to appeal (which had been 

refused by the Divisional Court) was made in the 

Court of Appeal before the Master of the Rolls, and 

Lord Justices Kay and A. L. Smith (July 22, 1895), 

and was again refused. Accordingly, the position of 

the occupier as above explained remains unaltered. 

In other words, as settled by the Divisional Court, 

an occupier under the Ground Game Act, although 

unable to divest himself of his right to kill ground 

game in favour of his landlord, may do so for money 

value, or rent, in favour of any other person, and an 

agreement in writing to that effect would wut be void 

under the third section of the Act. 

The fourth section provides that a game licence is 

not required for killing ground game under this Act, 

but that, in pursuance of the Gun Licence Act, 1870,! 

a ten-shilling ‘gun licence’ must be taken out by 

every one who intends to kill ground game with fire- 

arms—unless, of course, he is already provided with a 

game licence. 

Under this section a variety of points arise. 

Assuming that it applies only to ‘owners’ and 

‘occupiers —as is clear from the words ‘nothing in 

this Act contained shall exempt any ferson from the 

provisions of the Gun Licence Act, 1870 ’—what is 

1 33 & 34 Vict. cap. 57. 
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the position (as regards a licence) of a person who 

is neither ‘owner’ nor ‘occupier,’ but who is, for 

example, an invited guest of the owner, or of the 

shooting tenant, or has permission to go over land by 

himself for the purpose of shooting rabbits only? Is 

he bound to take out a game licence (though not 

intending to shoot feathered game, or hares), or will 

a ten-shilling gun licence suffice? Before this point 

can be determined it is necessary to look at the 

provisions of no less than four statutes.! 

The principal Game Act in defining ‘ game’ does 

not include vaéddits, woodcock, snipe, quail, or land- 

rail. Consequently it is not an offence under that 

Act (Section 23) to kill rabbits without a licence. 

But Section 4 of the Game Licences Act, 1860 

(23 & 24 Vict. cap. go) runs thus :— 

‘Every person before he shall take, kill, or 

pursue . . . or use any dog, gun, net, or other engine 

fur the purpose of taking, killing, or pursuing any 

game, or any woodcock, snipe, quail, landrail, coney, 

or deer, shall take out a proper licence to kill game 

under this Act . . . or forfeit 204. 

In other words, under the Game Licences Act, 

1 The principal Game Act, 1 & 2 Will. IV. cap. 32; the 

Game Licences Act, 1860; the Gun Licence Act, 1870; and 

the Ground Game Act, 1880. 
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1860, a game licence is required to kill rabbits, 

although they are not ‘game.’ But certain persons 

are named to whom this does not apply, and rabbits 

may be killed without a game licence ‘by the pro- 

prietor of any warren, or enclosed ground, or by the 

tenant of lands either by himself, or by his direction, 

or permission.’ 

The Gun Licence Act, 1870, provides that every- 

one ‘who shall use or carry a gun,’ no matter for 

what purpose, shall take out a ten-shilling licence 

under a penalty of ten pounds; while the Ground 

Game Act, 1880, as we have seen, declares that a ten- 

shilling licence is required for killing ground game. 

The net result of these various enactments appears 

to be that, while the holder of a game licence may 

kill any kind of game, as well as rabbits, woodcock, 

snipe, &c., a person who intends to confine his 

attention to rabbits may shoot them if holding a ten- 

shilling licence only.t. In connection with this subject 

a curious point was recently raised, and only decided 

after two appeals, @ propos of rabbits and the Gun 

Licence Act, the principal provision of which has 

been already stated. By the terms of this Act certain 

persons are exempted from taking out a gun licence, 

' Both owners and occupiers may kill hares without a 

licence under the provisions of the Hares Act, 1848, and may 

authorise others to do so for them. 
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and amongst others ‘the occupier (or his nominee) of 

any lands using or carrying a gun for the purpose of 

scaring birds, or dling vermin. A Scottish farmer 

who, from an agriculturist’s point of view, regarded 

rabbits as vermin, resisted payment of the gun licence 

on the ground that he came within this exemption. 

He was summoned before the Sheriff at Cupar, who, 

after hearing the case argued, decided that rabbits 

were mof ‘vermin.’ From this decision the farmer 

appealed, and in February, 1898, Lord Stormonth- 

Darling, considering himself bound by precedent 

(Gosling v. Brown, 1878, 5 R. 755), though against 

his better judgment, reversed the Sheriff’s finding, 

and decided that rabbits zeve vermin, and that the 

farmer was accordingly exempt from taxation. This 

verdict was once more challenged, and the full Court 

of Appeal in Edinburgh, a month later, reversed Lord 

Stormonth-Darling’s decision, and, supporting the 

Sheriff's opinion, held that rabbits were zo¢ vermin.! 

It is now therefore conclusively settled that rabbits 

are not ‘vermin’ within the meaning of the Gun 

Licence Act, 1870, and that a ten-shilling licence is 

required for shooting them. 

It may be here observed that the term ‘gun’ 

includes a firearm of any description, and an air-gun, 

’ See The Field of March 5 and April 2, 1898. 
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or any other kind of gun from which any shot, bullet, 

or other missile can be discharged. Even a toy 

pistol has been held to be a gun.’ A catapult, of 

course, is not ‘a firearm,’ and although it may ‘ dis- 

charge a shot, bullet, or other missile,’ it can hardly 

be called a ‘gun.’ If, instead of the words ‘or any 

other kind of gun,’ the statute were to read ‘or any 

other engine,’ a catapult would come within the 

definition. 

To return to the Ground Game Act: 

The fifth section provides that an ‘ occupier ’ can- 

not exercise his concurrent right to the ground game 

if the right to kill or take it has been already vested 

in some one else by lease dated prior to the passing 

of this Act. An important decision upon this section 

was given in the case of Allhusen v. Brooking by 

Mr. Justice Chitty,? who held that it extended to an 

agreement dated prior to the Act, whereby a lessor 

agreed to grant a lease for a term to commence after 

the passing of the Act, and the tenant was restrained 

from killing ground game otherwise than as provided 

by the terms of his agreement. 

1 See Campbell v. Hadley, 40 J.P. 756; and for further 

convictions for using a pistol without a licence, see The Field, 

April 10 and 17, 1897, and June 18, 1898. 

2 51 Law Times Reports, N.S. 57. See also Hassard v 

Clark, 13 L. Rep. Irish Ch. Div., 391 
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It is further enacted by this section that: 

‘Nothing in this Act shall affect any special right 

of killing or taking ground game to which any person 

other than the landlord, lessor, or occupier may have 

become entitled before the passing of this Act by 

virtue of any franchise, charter, or Act of Parliament.’ 

This is a very important provision, since it defeats 

the right of an ‘occupier’ to kill ground game if the 

land in his occupation happens to be land over which 

aright of free warren is claimed. We have already 

alluded to this contingengy in the chapter on warrens, 

where we have cited, by way of illustration (pp. 55, 

56), the typical case of Lord Carnarvon v. Clarkson, 

which see. 

The szx¢A section of the Act prohibits the shooting 

of ground game 4y night, setting spring traps any- 

where except in rabbit holes, and employing poison. 

The question has arisen whether this section— 

particularly the prohibition as to spring traps—applies 

to owners who are in occupation of their own land. 

The point was raised and decided in the case of 

Smith v. Hunt,! which came before the magistrates 

at Worcester in 1885. It was contended on the part 

of the prosecution that the Act applied to a// persons 

having the right of killing ground game, including 

' 54 Law Times Reports, p. 422. 
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owners occupying their own land, and on the part of 

the defendant (an owner) it was urged that the Act 

applied to occupiers only. The magistrates were 

unable to agree as to the true construction of the 

section, and decided to dismiss the summons, and 

state a case for the opinion of a superior court. 

Accordingly in the Queen’s Bench Division on 

November 26, 1885, before Justices Mathew and 

Smith, the case came on for argument, when the 

appeal was dismissed with costs, the judges being of 

opinion that Section 6 of the Act does zo¢ apply to 

owners who occupy their own land. 

It is a well-known principle in courts of justice that 

the meaning of an Act of Parliament must be based 

upon the wording of the Act, and not upon the sup- 

posed ¢nertion of those who framed it. Nevertheless, 

it 1s curious that judges so frequently refer to what they 

consider the manifest intention of the Legislature, and 

yet give a construction that is very different from what 

was explained in Parliament. 

So in the present case, Mr. Justice Mathew ob- 

served: ‘I think it is clear from the wording of the Act 

alone, that the Legislature had no intention of restrict- 

ing the undoubted rights which landlords possessed 

before the Act was passed to deal with their land and 

kill the game thereon in any way they liked.’ 
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That this was not the intention of the Legislature 

may be seen from the report of the debates during the 

progress of the Bill through Committee. The clause 

relating to spring traps originally stood thus: ‘ Neither 

such occupier nor any person authorised by him shall 

employ spring traps above ground for the purpose of 

killing ground game.’ Had the Bill been passed in 

that form the limitation in the use of spring traps 

would, of course, not have applied to landlords ; 

but Mr. Gregory moved an amendment altering the 

clause to ‘no person having a right of killing ground 

game under this Act or otherwise ;' on which the 

Home Secretary, Sir William Harcourt, observed that, 

‘Seeing that the amendment placed the landlord and 

tenant on the same footing, he was willing to accept 

it” It passed accordingly ; and what was afterwards 

Sir William Harcourt’s view as to the meaning of the 

law which he was so instrumental in getting passed, is 

shown by what he stated in the House of Commons 

in May, 1883, in reply to Sir A. Gordon, who inquired 

whether Her Majesty’s Government would move 

Parliament to restore in Scotland the liberty to use 

spring traps in rabbit runs, of which they have been 

deprived by the Ground Game Act. Sir William 

Harcourt said, ‘It did not really take away from the 

tenant farmers anything which as a right they enjoyed 
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(i.e. before the passing of the Act), because under the 

terms of their leases they were prohibited from killing 

game in any way whatever. But during the progress 

of the Bill it was represented to him that other persons 

were allowed to set spring traps, and in this way they 

could kill a great many things besides rabbits. It 

seemed to him that spring traps were cruel things, and 

he intended to limit the use of spring traps not against 

tenants only, but against everybody. Nobody was 

allowed, whether proprietor or tenant, to set a spring 

trap in the open, and for this reason, that it killed a 

great many animals that it was not desired to kill.’ 

Thus it is clear that the construction placed upon 

the sixth section of the Act by the Justices of Appeal 

in Smith v. Hunt is not in accordance with the ex- 

pressed intention of the Government as stated by Sir 

William Harcourt. 

Nevertheless their decision has been followed in 

the case of McMahon v. Hannon, which came before 

the Exchequer Division, Dublin, on May 15, 1888, by 

way of appeal on a case stated by the Justices of the 

Co. Clare, sitting at Dunass. ‘The Lord Chief Baron 

and Mr. Justice Andrews were of opinion that the 

sixth section of the Act did not apply to owners of 

land in fee simple in possession, but only to occupiers 
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not in fee simple. From this view Baron Dowse 

dissented.! 

The decision in these two cases, which had 

reference to spring traps only, will of course apply 

equally to the use of poison, and to shooting at night, 

as all are included in the same section. It would 

follow, also, that a sporting tenant who rents the 

shooting from an owner in occupation, will, in regard 

to Section 6 of the Act, be in the position of the owner. 

Under Section 7, a person (e.g. an ordinary shoot- 

ing tenant) who is not in occupation of the land, but 

has the sole right of killing the game thereon—subject 

tothe concurrent right of the ‘occupier’ to the ground 

game—has as much authority to institute legal pro- 

ceedings as if he were exclusive owner, without pre- 

judice of course to the night of the occupier. 

The eighth section of the Act defines the words 

‘ground game’ to mean ‘ Hares and Rabbits.’ 

The zin¢h section provides that a person acting in 

conformity with this statute shall not thereby be 

1 Reported in The Field of May 26, 1888. See also the case 
of Saunders wv. Pitfield, which came before the Divisional Court 

by way of appeal from the magistrates at Bishop’s Lydeard, 
Somerset.’ In this case the defendant claimed, as tenant from 

year to year under an agreement, made prior to the Act, in which 

there was no reservation of shooting rights to the lessor, and the 

magistrates decided that the Act did not apply. The Court of 

Appeal decided otherwise. See 7he Field, January 28, 1888. 



208 THE RABBIT 

subject to any proceedings or penalties in pursuance 

of any other statute. For example, if under this Act 

he were to take out a ten-shilling gun licence and 

proceed to shoot rabbits, he could not be prosecuted 

under the Game Licences Act 1860, for shooting 

rabbits without a game licence. 

The ¢enth section has reference to the killing of 

ground game on days on which under other statutes 

the killing of game is prohibited (as for example on a 

Sunday or on Christmas Day, or at night), and is to 

be read in harmony with such statutes. 

Although rabbits may be killed all the year round, 

there is no close time for hares except Sundays and 

Christmas Day, when no dog, gun, net or other 

engine may be used to take them (1 & 2 Will, IV. 

cap. 32). 

The Hares Preservation Act of 1892, however, 

makes it illegal to se// or expose for sale any hare 

or leveret during the months of March, April, May, 

June or July, although this does not apply to foreign 

hares which may have been imported. The marked 

omission of the word ‘kill’ in a statute framed osten- 

sibly for the purpose of Preserving hares, will pro- 

bably strike most people as a reductio ad absurdum. 

In Ireland, however, by 42 & 43 Vict, c. 23, no 

one may kill or take a hare between April 20 and 
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August 12, under a penalty of 2o0s.; and in many 

counties this close time has since been varied by the 

Lord Lieutenant on application of the Grand Juries, 

so as to extend from April 1 to August r2. 

If a snare be set on a Saturday and game be 

caught on Sunday, itis deemed to be used on Sunday 

within the meaning of the Act, and the person setting 

it is liable to a penalty, though he may not have been 

on the land on Sunday.! 

The eleventh and last section gives the short title 

of the Act and is as follows :—‘ This Act may be cited 

for all purposes as the Ground Game Act 1880.’ 

Various points from time to time arise which, 

although outside the direct wording of the Act, are 

nevertheless more or less connected with points 

expressly governed by it. For example, the question 

sometimes arises whether an ‘owner’ has the right to 

ferret rabbits on the land which he has let to the 

‘occupier.’ The farmer will maintain that he has not, 

and that he can only kill the ground game when out 

shooting. But the farmer is wrong. An ‘ occupier ’ 

has no monopoly of any particular method of capture 

conferred on him by the Ground Game Act. He has 

merely a concurrent right to kill the hares and rabbits 

on the land in his occupation, and the landlord 

' Allen v Thompson, L.R. 5 Q.b. 336; 22 L.T. 472. 

P 
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retains a similar right. Both may employ dogs, 

ferrets, traps, nets, and snares ; in fact, whatever 

method is legal to the one is legal to the other, unless 

the Act states otherwise. The fact that no mention 

of ‘ ferreting’ is made in the Act shows that the right 

remains unaltered ; for if the landlord had been de- 

prived of such right, the Act would have stated it in 

express terms. 

When an ‘owner’ has let his shooting for a term, 

he must be careful not to let before the expiration of 

that term any portion of the same land to an agricul- 

tural tenant who might claim as ‘ occupier’ a right to 

kill the ground game. This happened in the case of 

Reade v. Whitmore where a shooting tenant under 

these circumstances brought an action against the 

owner for breach of implied covenant for quiet enjoy- 

ment, and the Court decided in his favour.! 

This shows the necessity, when letting shooting 

rights, of having a clear understanding as to the 

ground game ; and an owner who may contemplate 

a subsequent letting of some or all of the land for 

agricultural purposes should expressly stipulate with 

the shooting tenant that such letting shall not be 

deemed a breach of contract. The shooting tenant, 

on the other hand, should ascertain whether the land 

' The Field, April 25, 1891. 
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is, or is not, in the owner’s occupation, and if it is, 

should see that his agreement specifies the sum which 

is to be allowed off the rent in the event of any 

portion being subsequently let. Of course if the 

tenant agrees to the landlord’s proviso, that any such 

letting for agricultural purposes is not to be deemed a 

breach of contract, no claim for reduction of rent can 

arise. 

When commenting on Section 7 of the Act 

(p. 207) we referred to the power of a shooting tenant 

to institute legal procaedings as if he were owner. 

It is important to note that when a right of shooting 

is let, the agreement between the parties should be 

in writing under hand and seal. Amere letter, such as 

would suffice in an ordinary case of bargain or sale, 

will not answer the purpose ; for the right of sporting 

is ‘an incorporeal hereditament,’ for the legal trans- 

fer of which a formal deed is necessary, and without 

this neither the lessor nor the lessee, in case of dispute, 

would be able to enforce his right. It is true that a 

simple permission in writing (for example by letter) 

would be sufficient authority to the holder for merely ' 

shooting over the ground ; but it would not enable 

him to prosecute trespassers in pursuit of game, nor 

to do any other act which is exercisable only by an 

owner. Half the disputes which arise over shooting 

P2 
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agreements are generally due to a disregard of this 

precaution. 

The patient reader who has followed us thus far 

will probably be of opinion that, although this lengthy 

chapter may even now be not quite exhaustive of the 

subject, for most practical purposes, perhaps, enough 

has been written. We need only add that a copy of 

‘The Ground Game Act’ costs but three-halfpence, 

and may be obtained from the Queen’s Printers, 

Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, 

Fetter Lane, E.C. 



CHAPTER VIII 

RABBIT-HAWKING WITH THE GOSHAWK 

In foregoing chapters some account has been given 

of the various ways of taking rabbits by netting, 

snaring, ferreting, and shooting, each of which will 

commend itself differently to different readers accord- 

ing to their respective tastes. There remains yet 

another phase of sport to be described ; and although 

in reality a very ancient one, it will probably appear 

to most people both novel and attractive. We refer 

to the art of taking rabbits with a trained goshawk. 

We find both rabbit and goshawk (as well as ferret) 

mentioned in the Book of St. Albans, 1486, and 

learn from that very curious compilation the technical 

terms which were expected to be known by ‘gentyl- 

men and honeste persones in comunynge of theyr 

hawkes,’ and other animals. For instance, when 

referring to o/d rabbits it was customary to speak of a 
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‘bury of coneys,’ or if young, ‘a nest of rabbettes.’! 

The sportsman found a coney ‘syttynge,’ and when 

killed, it was not skinned but ‘unlacyd,’ while the 

warrener’s useful four-footed allies were referred to as 

a ‘besynesse of ferettes’—all very quaint, though the 

sport itself was pretty much the same then as now. 

Rabbit-hawking has much to recommend it. It 

is not difficult to carry out in an enclosed country 

where long-winged hawks cannot be flown; it is an 

effective mode of keeping down the stock of rabbits 

in places where they are apt to become too numerous ; 

it may be practised at any season of the year, and, as 

it may be pursued without any noise, it does not, like 

shooting, disturb the winged game. As to the sport 

which it affords to those who participate in it, experto 

crede. 

The first thing to be done, of course, is to procure 

a goshawk, and for this one must send to France or 

Germany. It is very many years since a goshawk’s 

nest was found in Great Britain ; not since Colonel 

Thornton, of Thornville Royal, Yorkshire, a keen 

falconer and good all-round sportsman, discovered 

one in the forest of Rothiemurcus and trained one of 

the young birds. This was at the end of the last, or 

' See our remarks on the original application of the word 
rabbit, p. 4. 
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beginning of the present century, since which time no 

similar discovery has been recorded. The goshawks 

trained and flown in England at the present day (and 

we know of many) are procured from France or 

Germany ; chiefly from France, where, thanks to the 

good offices of some of the French falconers, they 

are annually looked after, the nests protected, and the 

young birds secured at the proper season. The price 

varies with the age and condition of the bird. You 

may get one through a German dealer for a couple 

of pounds, but it will be a chance whether the flight 

feathers will be unbroken, and perfect wings are a 

Sine gui non in the case of a hawk that is to be 

trained and flown. It is better to pay a little more, 

as at the Jardin d’Acclimatation in Paris, and secure 

a good one. Occasionally a goshawk is taken in a 

bow-net by one of the Dutch hawk-catchers at 

Valkenswaard in North Brabant, and is sent to Eng- 

land with the falcons which are annually forwarded 

in autumn to the members of the Old Hawking Club 

and others ; but as a rule the birds captured there 

are peregrines, for which at the present day there is 

greater demand. 

As to the mode of training, if the purchaser of a 

goshawk has never handled a hawk before, and knows 

nothing of the matter, he will do well to provide him- 
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self with some modern treatise on the subject (such 

as ‘Hints on the Management of Hawks,’ published 

at Zhe Field office), wherein he will learn the rudi- 

ments of falconry, and find a special chapter on the 

goshawk. If he wishes to find real enjoyment in the 

sport, he must train the bird himself, and not depute 

it to another. A hawk must learn to know her owner, 

or she will not allow him to take her up when she has 

killed her quarry. She must be fed by him; carried 

by him on the glove as much as possible, bare-headed, 

that 1s unhooded, to accustom her to the sight of 

men and dogs, that she may put off all fear and 

become as fond of him as a dog would be, knowing 

his voice and obeying his call, or ‘lure.’ 

Supposing that the hawk has had put on the legs, 

just above the feet, ‘jesses’ (or little leather straps) 

by which she is held, to the ends of which are attached 

the ‘swivel’ and ‘leash’ by means of which she is 

tethered to the ‘perch’ or ‘block,’ the first step is to 

get her to come off the perch on to the glove to be 

fed; and this is accomplished by offering a little bit 

of meat, or the leg of a fowl, or rabbit. When she 

will step readily on to the fist, the leash being untied, 

the distance should be increased from a foot to a 

yard, and at length to several yards, until eventually 

she will fly willingly across the room to her master. 
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This lesson being repeated out of doors from a 

field-gate, or the top of a stone wall, while for 

safety a long line is attached to the swivel, she will in 

a few days come readily when ‘called off” and the 

line may then be discarded. 

She may then be lured with a dead rabbit, or a 

part of one, thrown down and drawn with a string 

along the grass. After coming readily to this several 

times, she is next to be ‘ entered’ to the live quarry. 

For this purpose a young rabbit or two may be easily 

procured by ferreting, and being placed under an 

inverted flower-pot which can be pulled over from 

a distance with a piece of string and a cross-stick 

through the hole in the bottom, the hawk is slipped 

at the right moment, and rarely fails to take the 

rabbit at the first attempt. Another trial or two of 

this kind, and she is ready to fly at a wild one. The 

critical part of the training is now at hand, and great 

care must be taken to avoid disappointing the hawk ; 

that is to say, the rabbit should be well in the open, 

and not within reach of a hedgerow or burrow into 

which it may pop just as the hawk is about to seize 

it. It must be remembered, says Capt. F. H. Salvin, 

who has paid much attention to the goshawk, that 

one great point in the successful training of all young 

hawks is to avoid, as far as possible, disappointment 
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in their early attempts. This necessitates the sacrifice 

of some few unfortunate birds or beasts, which have 

no chance of escape given to them, but is in reality 

little more than what other sports demand, such as 

cub-hunting, and the numbers of young grouse or 

other game annually sacrificed in the process of dog- 

breaking before the commencement of the shooting 

season. A small stock of rabbits, say four or five, 

had better be caught for the purpose of ‘ entering.’ 

As soon as a goshawk will take these rabbits in a 

‘creance’ (or long line) she may be considered ready 

for the field. Encouraged by the success of these 

first attempts, she will go on improving every day, 

and the more she is carried and flown the better she 

will become. 

The worst fault which a goshawk possesses is that 

of ‘taking stand,’ that is, perching on a tree in order 

to command a good position when the game is put 

up. Unless very keen, a hawk in this position will 

refuse to come down to the ‘lure,’ and will obstinately 

sit still, looking in all directions for the quarry. For 

this reason it is a good plan to begin the training on 

open ground destitute of trees. 

Some persons are under the impression that flying 

a trained hawk on a manor must tend to drive the 

game away; but this is not the case. It has been 
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conclusively shown elsewhere ! that flying falcons at 

grouse does not spoil the moor for shooting, and it is 

the same with the goshawk when flown at rabbits. 

All is done so quietly, that one may capture a dozen 

rabbits in an afternoon without disturbing the game 

half so much as if a dozen shots were fired. On this 

question the following letter, received from one who 

has tried it, is to the point: ‘ Having enjoyed four 

seasons’ hawking with a well-known sportsman, who 

has about 5,000 acres of shooting, I have heard it said 

by many, and have noticed it myself, that we found 

more game on ground where we had had three 

seasons’ hawking, than on those portions of the farm 

where we could not hawk. I hope the good old 

sport will increase.’ 

To show what success may be attained even in the 

first season with a young goshawk, we may refer to 

the bag made by a falconer still living. In his first 

season with a young female goshawk (better than a 

male because larger and stronger) he took 322 rabbits, 

3 hares, and 2 magpies, and the following season 

280 rabbits, 2 leverets, 11 partridges, 4 magpies, and 

2 squirrels. 

A well-trained goshawk, belonging to Mr. John 

1 Hints on the Management of Hawks, second edition, 1898, 

pp. 89-92. 
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Riley, of Putley Court, Herefordshire, took 70 rabbits 

in fifteen days, killing ro on her best day. This was 

in her third season. In her first year she took rio 

rabbits, 2 pheasants, 13 water-hens, and 1 rat; in her 

second season 130 rabbits, 1 pheasant, 3 water-hens, 

and 1 stoat. The same falconer trained a male gos- 

hawk, which in his first season took 26 partridges, 

to pheasants, 16 rabbits, 5 landrails, 12 water-hens, 

and 1 stoat. 

In The Field of May 2, 1896, Sir Henry Boynton, 

of Burton Agnes, Hull, wrote as follows : 

‘It may interest some of your readers, who are 

lovers of falconry, to learn what I have done with a 

nestling goshawk which I brought from Nordland, 

Norway, in June, 1895. She killed her first wild rabbit 

on September 17. Her two best days were as follows : 

the best 24 rabbits out of 24 flights ; the next best day 

20 rabbits out of 24 flights. The hawk had through- 

out the season, on an average, a three-quarter crop a 

day, and was consequently in the very highest condi- 

tion, which rendered her able to undergo the hardest 

work that a hawk is capable of enduring. She was 

flown on seventy days, and the total bag for the season 

was : rabbits 407, hare 1, rats 5, stoat 1, weasel 1, total 

415 head; and every one of the quarry mentioned was 

killed in fair flight, without being handled in any way.’ 
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It is, of course, not to be supposed that the hawk 

will kill every time she is flown. The rabbit may get 

to ground, or into a hedgerow, before he is overtaken ; 

and the owner, if he be wise, will not slip his hawk at 

a rabbit which is too near one or the other of such re- 

treats. There should be plenty of room, and the longer 

the course the better for all concerned. 

In the accompanying illustration it will be seen 

that a rabbit on being put up has made straight for a 

sandpit ; the hawk might have seized him on the very 

edge of it, but just as she has clutched at him, he 

has leapt boldly down the steep bank, and in another 

second will be gone to ground ’— 

‘“Whoo-oop !’ 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE COOKERY OF THE RABBIT 

By ALEXANDER INNES SHAND 

Tue rabbit is a most useful and respectable animal, 

yet his merits have been unfairly ignored, simply’ 

because he is cheapand common. Almost unknown 

to the menus of the modern aute cuisine, we suspect 

that, as the conger eel often does duty for turtle, he 

has figured anonymously in dishes of world-wide 

reputation. To take a single example: we have good 

reason to surmise that he often served for the founda- 

tion of the famous potage @ la Bagration, the secret 

of which was religiously kept by the defunct Fréres 

Provencaux of the Palais Royal. That most seductive 

of soups was supposed to be based upon sweetbreads 

or chicken. A casual indiscretion leads us to believe 

that the rabbit entered largely into its composition, 

but the invaluable recipe is probably irrecoverable. 

While the Provengal brothers flourished, and since 

their demise, ‘ Bagration’ has been paraded in many 

a bill of fare, but neither at the Old Philippe’s, nor 
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at the Café Anglais, nor at Bignon’s have we ever 

recognised the genuine masterpiece. 

The rabbit is cheap and common ; but he is grow- 

ing in popularity, and is destined to cut a more 

conspicuous figure in the future than in the past. 

The old order is changing, and the subversive spirit 

of democracy is invading the game market. Prices 

are being levelled downwards ; the luxuries of the 

last generation are losing in consideration, and what 

used to be rarities have ceased to be rare. The 

finest park-fed venison seldom appears now at private 

tables, and such a thing as the exquisite saddle of 

roedeer, the favourite Rehriicke of the Germans, is 

nevertobeseen. As for the fore-quarters of the deer, 

they are become a mere drug in the market. The 

frugal housekeeper finds pheasants more economical 

than fowls, when the big shoots of the autumn are 

on ; and with the craze for deadly days, and the rivalry 

in record bags, they are likely in the future to sell as 

freely in the New Cut as in Bond Street. Moreover, 

British prejudices are breaking down,. and year by 

by year the trade is growing in game from America 

and the Continent. It has been discovered that 

prairie-hens, hazel-hens, and the Russian and Scan- 

dinavian ptarmigan are very often excellent eating, 

though speculating in them is always something of a 
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lottery. Every intelligent man knows that when he 

buys a ‘ Norfolk hare,’ it has more probably been 

imported from Central Germany, nor is it any the 

worse for that. In short, each ‘piece’ of game 

begins to be taken on its merits, and when the rabbit 

has fair play with furred and feathered competitors, 

we are assured he must come to the front with the 

leaps and bounds which carry him out of the coverts 

into the sprouting wheat. 

What is certain is that we shall always have him, 

not only in a sufficiency but in superabundance, and 

out of sheer charity to the farmers we are bound 

to consume him. Fortunately it is a case where 

philanthropy should coincide with inclination. The 

coop-bred pheasant is an artificial product, and might 

disappear with a change in sporting fashions. Sir 

William Harcourt has shown us that a caprice of the 

Legislature may well nigh exterminate the aboriginal 

hare. But we defy the most drastic Act of Parlia- 

ment to set limits to the amazing fertility of the 

rabbit. He is as industrious in multiplying himself as 

the rat or the guinea-pig, and has resources in render- 

ing himself a nuisance which challenge competition. 

He swarms everywhere in sandy or light soil, and 

even when he seeks his settlements in the stiffest 

clay, he scoops out sanctuaries in labyrinths of 
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burrows. They tell us that he originally passed into 

tawny Spain from more torrid Africa, though as to 

whether he was introduced by the invading Arabs, 

swam the Straits, or passed through the submarine 

tunnel by which the monkeys came from Apes Hill to 

the Rock of Gibraltar, the soundest historians are not 

agreed. Be that as it may, it seems certain that 

Spain is his European Stammdland, whence he has 

spread over all southern countries to the shores of the 

Afgean. 

The Spaniards have always had him in high con- 

sideration. He is engraved on their ancient coins and 

medals, and we are told by Strabo that they used to con- 

sign him by shiploads to the Roman markets. ‘Lord, 

what a draught London has !’ exclaimed Scott in his 

diary, when he saw a fleet of Thames smacks fishing 

off Cape Wrath. But that was nothing to the draught 

of Republican or Imperial Rome, when a Lucullus 

or a Vitellius was ransacking the Roman world for 

luxuries. As there were no refrigerating chambers 

in those days, we can only suppose that live rabbits 

were stowed away in hutches. Considering the 

length and chances of the voyage, the freights could 

not have been low, and the rabbits must have been 

intended for the tables of the wealthy. And they must 

have been consigned very much out of condition, as the 

Q 



220 THE RABBIT 

natives dredged in the Colchester beds or the shell-fish 

trapped off the Cornish tinneries. But in his native 

Spain the rabbit is indeed a delicacy. Perhaps he 

shows to the greater advantage by contrast; for the 

beef is leather, and the mutton india-rubber. But the 

rabbit fattens on the best grazing going, and the very 

air he inhales is balm, among the wild thyme and 

aromatic shrubs of the dehesas and depoblados. So 

in a country where the game laws are laughed to 

scorn, the muleteer or mounted wayfarer has always 

the gun lying across the saddle bow, in readiness 

for the snapshot. Then the rabbit is stuffed into the 

mouth of the saddle bag, to be brought forth and 

stewed down for the evening’s puchero. But though it 

is an agreeable variety on the rare scraps of rusty bacon 

or the garlic-scented sausages, the frugal Spaniard 

never hesitates to make merchandise of his prize. 

Many atime has the forlorn Englishman, riding far 

away from the lean larders of the foxdas, and meditat- 

ing ruefully on the doubtful chances of supper in 

posada or venta, which only supplies shelter and fires, 

had a pleasant awakening when he met some poaching 

rascal with a rabbit ora brace of red-legged partridges 

to sell. There was slight haggling over the blissful 

bargain. And at nightfall, sitting over the smoulder- 

ing charcoal fire, in the mixed group of muletcers 
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goatherds and mendicants, he could possess his scul 

in patience and the savoury steam of the stew where 

his rabbit was slowly simmering in the pipkin. The 

pleasures of hope were tryingly prolonged, but there 

was ample reward in the rich fruition. As we shall 

remark, the rabbit is conspicuous in our literature by 

its absence, but we have always marvelled that we 

hear little or nothing of it either in ‘Don Quixote’ or 

‘Gil Blas.’ We know that the Governor of Barataria 

was a gourmand, and the worthy Squire of the Knight- 

errant, with the scent of an old dog fox, was the very 

prince of foragers. What gastronomist can fail to 

sympathise with his raptures when he exultingly 

marked the cowheels forhisown? It was like coming 

on a water spring in the wastes of the Sahara. And 

as it is inconceivable that he never picked up rabbits 

en route, we can only suppose that Cervantes had a 

prejudice on the subject. Possibly he was surfeited 

with rabbits when chained to the galley oars in Bar- 

bary ; but we confess that that theory is on the face 

of it improbable. 

Borrow, although a militant envoy of the Bible 

Society, inured to hard fare and rough quarters, had 

a strong dash of the gourmet in the natural man. 

We always remember with pleasure the unfeigned 

enjoyment of Lavengro over the round of beef at the 

2 
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coaching house on the western road, when he rose like 

a giant refreshed at the invitation of the superstitious 

squire to walk away to a second dinner. Riding 

through the robber-haunted country from Lisbon 

to Madrid, he arrived at the heaven-forsaken hamlet 

of Pegoens. Expecting little, he was agreeably sur- 

prised in the miserable inn, which bore the ominous 

sobriquet of ‘The Hostelry of Thieves.’ ‘We hada 

rabbit fried, the gravy of which was delicious, and 

afterwards a roasted one, which was brought up on 

a dish entire: the hostess having first washed her 

hands, proceeded to tear the animal to pieces, which 

having accomplished, she poured over the fragments 

a sweet sauce. I ate heartily of both dishes, particu- 

larly of the last, owing perhaps to the novel and 

curious manner in which it was served up.’ That 

semi-barbarous landlady knew what she was about, 

for the fault of roasted rabbit is the dryness. The 

fatless flesh parches in the cooking like the plains of 

La Mancha in the summer droughts. But Pegoens 

is in the very heart of a desolate country, where the 

rabbits, sheltering from the circling birds of prey, 

revel near the mouths of their burrows in the fragrant 

undergrowth which supplies them at once with food 

and protection. Borrow in his character of the 

Romany Rye must have been skilled in the dressing 
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of the rabbit. For Mr. Petulengro and his other 

gypsy pals seldom take their strolls abroad without 

snares in their pockets: and where they bivouac the 

buries are laid under contribution. They have no 

objection to the pheasant or the fowl, but the rabbit 

in their mexus ranks rather above the hare, and, in 

fact, comes only second to the hedgehog. 

The rabbit followed the Saracen—or preceded 

him—into Sicily and Southern Italy ; for we have 

seen that he was imported as a foreign delicacy in 

the time of the old Romans. We can sympathise 

the more cordially with Borrow at Pegoens, that we 

remember a famous stew unexpectedly served to us at 

Calatafimi, when the Sicilian muleteer had gone on 

an unsuccessful foray, and came back with nothing 

but sausages and black bread. Fleas and mosquitos 

were busy that night, but, thanks to that supper, after 

the weary ride, sleep set them at defiance. We have 

seldom seen the rabbit in Naples. He was a luxury 

beyond the reach of the Lazzaroni, who live through 

the summer chiefly on water-melons, and in winter 

on the untempting circular fzzze, apparently less 

nutritious than stale ship-biscuit. But he figures 

ostentatiously in the Roman markets, which are even 

more interesting to the naturalist and the student of 

national tastes than to the gourmet. The descendants 
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of a noble race may have degenerated, but at least 

they are superior to vulgar prejudices. They have 

laid to heart one precept of their saintly patron, for 

they call nothing that is edible common or unclean. 

Go into the Piazza Navona, or any of the other 

markets, of a morning, before the cooks have done 

bargaining for the provision of the day, and you will 

see as miscellaneous an assortment of viands as may 

be met with anywhere. Rabbits and frogs, and not 

unfrequently cats, rub shoulders with quails, beccaficos, 

and ortolans. The famous Roman dinner at the 

Minerva, and, still more, an improvised luncheon at 

some osferia in the Campagna, used to be a triumph 

of gastronomic license. The comparatively rare 

porcupine took the fas; for the Romans are as 

devoted to that highly flavoured dainty as the 

Algerians and Kabyles; but the rabbits, spitted or 

stewed, were always among the /ycces de résistance. 

The motley morning spectacle in a Roman market 

reminds us of a more esthetic group, elaborated by 

Eugene Sue in the ‘ Gourmandise’ of his ‘ Sept Péchés 

Capitaux.’ The Doctor Gasterini, in advocating the 

vice he maintains to be a virtue, leads his guest 

to the stall of his nephew, Léonard, the poacher. 

Léonard, with the inspiration of the sylvan artist, has 

arranged a game trophy ; the wild boar and the deer 
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are swinging from a tree trunk, and rabbits are 

festooned around, with wild geese, pheasants and red 

partridges. But the French, being a nation of cooks, 

have set a due value on their rabbits, and not a few 

of their novelists have delighted to do them honour. 

\ solide lapin is a title of respect, bestowed by the 

reckless criminal class on some truculent athlete. 

Sue, in the ‘ Mystéres de Paris,’ makes the ‘Lapin 

Blanc’ the resort of his outcasts and ruffians. The 

outlawed poacher Béte-puante, in his ‘Enfant Trouvé,’ 

snares rabbits and tenches in the swamps where he 

goes to earth with the foxes and badgers. George 

Sand refers to the rabbit frequently in her romances 

of the desolate Sologne. We are somewhat surprised 

that Dumas makes no reference to him in ‘Le 

Meneur de Loups,’ where he passes most sorts of 

game under review. That explains itself, however ; 

for, as ‘Thiébault hunted with a cortége of wolves, the 

rabbits scuttled to their burrows when they heard the 

pack giving tongue. Then there are the cockney or 

realistic novelists of France who leave the field and 

the forest for the city and the cooking range. The 

gibelotte de lapin is a standard flat at all the dourgevis 

restaurants of the banlieue and environs, from Boulogne 

to Vincennes and Enghien to Fontainebleau. Seldom 

is there a merry-making in Paul de Kock, Gaboriau, 
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or Zola, but the hungry holiday-makers are looking 

out for the gide/otte. And there is the standard joke 

that the cat often does duty for his confrérve, when the 

absence of the head excites suspicion. Though that 

is, of course, a calumny in most cases ; for cats are 

less easily come by than coneys. 

In Belgium a profitable business is done in 

rabbit-breeding. Nothing except the rabbit of Spain 

can be superior to the wild rabbit of the Ardennes ; 

but the so-called Belgian hares which are reared in 

hutches have lost much of the savage flavour. Great 

pains is taken in rearing them; they are a large and 

very prolific variety of what is virtually a rabbit. The 

hutches have projecting roofs to throw off the rain 

and are floored with wire gratings; the rabbits are 

shifted twice or thrice a day; the young are soon 

separated from the mother, and killed under three 

months. Often as many as two hundred tons have been 

imported from Ostend in the cold season. Never- 

theless the meat is insipid and does not commend 

itself to the connoisseur. With the perfection of 

refrigerating chambers, the importation from Australia 

and New Zealand has been increasing fast. ‘That is 

so far satisfactory ; but the rabbit threatens to be a 

curse to the distressed colonists. The enterprising 

gentlemen who sent over here for a few couples have 



THE COOKERY OF THE RABBIT 233 

pulled the string of an irrepressible douche bath. 

In the bracing climate and sandy soil, the new 

arrivals multiplied like fleas, and now they tell us that 

the supperless tramp has only to sit down quietly by 

the track-side for his supper to jump into his arms. 

And as mutton in Australasia is still almost a drug, 

the destructive rabbit is superfluous for home con- 

sumption. In England he will always find a ready 

market, though prices may fall with an excessive 

supply. There was a time, in the period of the 

carrier’s cart and the sailing smack, when Scotch 

servants and retainers struck against the rabbits, as 

they did against the monotony of salmon and sea- 

trout. Nowadays, from the most northerly shootings, 

regular consignments are despatched to Liverpool or 

Hull, to be circulated through the mining districts 

and the Midlands. The rabbit has become a favour- 

ite food of the poorer classes, and all they have to 

learn is more appetising variety in cookery. 

It is suggestive that the rabbit is scarcely men- 

tioned in the English novel ; except, indeed, in those 

moral little tales where the virtuous peasant is first 

seduced into evil courses by snaring a hare or netting 

a rabbit for a sick wife, whence he passes on to the 

pot-house and the prison, and possibly to the gallows, 

after shooting a keeper. Scott, with his broad range 



234 THE RABBIT 

of the Buccleuch domains, made no account of such 

small deer, and in the caldron which Meg Merrilies 

cooked in the haunted Kaim of Derncleugh, there 

were hares and moor game, and partridges, and every- 

thing else but rabbits. Even Richard Jefferies, who 

can wax eloquent over a leg of mutton and mealy 

potatoes, and who must many a day have dincd off 

rabbit on the Wiltshire Downs, ungratefully says not 

a word of it in its gastronomical aspects. In fact, 

the only allusion we can call to mind in the whole 

range of English domestic fiction is when the osten- 

tatious and parsimonious Jawlevford tells Mr. Sponge, 

on his return from hunting too late for lunch, that he 

had missed a most excellent rabbit pie. 

But in the olden time, in the charters of free 

warren granted by the Norman and Plantagenct 

kings, and before the advent of the pheasant or the 

preservation of the partridge, when rangers, fowlers, 

and fishermen were always abroad questing in the 

woodlands and on the meres, the rabbit received 

special attention. Now a warren has come to mean 

a space of ground entirely given up to him. Then he 

was the smallest, but the most common, of the lesser 

beasts of chase. The purveyors of the great barons, 

who daily fed in their halls whole troops of hungry 

retainers, found him extremely servicvable. More- 
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over, he was what the cooks of our middle classes 

call a company dish. At the grand feast given at 

the installation of the youngest brother of ‘the King- 

maker’ as Archbishop of York, in 1467, 4,000 rabbits 

appear in the bill of fare, taking immediate precedence 

of as many heronshaws. Archer, in his ‘ Highways 

of Letters,’ describing ordinary dinners in the time of 

Chaucer, begins with a pottage, called ‘ buckernade,’ 

made of fowl or rabbit, cut up fine and stewed, as 

was the fashion then, with a diabolical variety of 

spices. The rabbit seems only to have lost caste 

with the change of dynasty on the demise of Queen 

Anne ; for the ‘rabbit tart’ was a standing dish on 

the table of Her gouty Majesty, who was a noted 

gourmande and a voracious eater. In ‘The Noble 

Boke of Cookry for a Prynce’s Houseolde or any other 

estately houseolde,’ which must have been written 

about the time of the great Neville banquet, rabbits 

are always set down in the services for the cooler 

months. Curiously enough, they seem generally to 

have been spitted—for, as we have said, a rabbit has 

no fat, and roasting is the worst use he can be put to. 

To make him tolerably succulent he must be elabo- 

rately basted. And no such careful basting could be 

practicable in the case of cooking four thousand 
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simultaneously. Here are some of those venerable 

recipes which have historic rather than gastronomic 

value. 

“CONY ROST 

‘A Conye tak and drawe him and parboile him 

rost him and lard him then raise his leggs and hys 

winges and sauce him with vinegar and powder of 

guinger and serue it” Or 

“RABETTES ROST 

‘To rost rabettes tak and slay them draw them 

and rost them and let their heddes be in first par- 

boile them or ye rost them and serue thei.’ 

The sole alternative to the rough and ready ‘ rost ’ 

was the ‘cevy,’ more artistic and in every way pre- 

ferable. 

‘Smyt them in small pieces and sethe them in 

good brothe put them to mynced onyons and grece 

and drawe a liour of brown bred and blod and seison 

it with venygar and cast in pouder and salt and 

serve it.’ 

For as apple sauce has always gone with goose, 

bread sauce with white-fleshed birds, sweet sauce or 

wine sauce with venison, and barberry sauce with the 

strong-flavoured Italian wild boar, so onions were from 
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reason than some of these other accompaniments. 

For the flavour of a mild onion is the complement of 

the modest god@/ of the rabbit, which it brings out by 

some recondite chemical attraction. The discoverer 

of the secret deserves well of posterity, though per- 

haps we are indebted for the sympathetic combination 

to stress of circumstances ; for when most vegetables 

were scarce with us, onions were common. Here is a 

good white onion sauce which, freely translated into 

French, might be called @ /a Soudise. 

Peel a dozen of onions and steep them in salt 

and water to blanch them. Boil in plenty of water 

and change it once at least ; chop them and pass them 

through a sieve, stir them up with melted butter, or 

roast the onions and pulp them. 

For a brown onion sauce, more prononcé in 

flavour. Slice large Spanish onions: brown them in 

butter over a slow fire, add brown gravy, pepper and 

salt, and butter rolled in brown flour. Skim and put 

in a glass of port or Burgundy with half as much 

ketchup ; or, according to Meg Dodds, whose hints 

are always invaluable, add a dessert spoonful of 

walnut pickle or eschalot vinegar with some essence 

of lemon. 

She has a recipe for mushroom sauce for rabbits. 

‘Wash and pick a: large breakfast-cup full of small 
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button-mushrooms: take off the leathery skin and 

stew them in veal gravy, with pepper, cayenne, mace, 

nutmeg, salt, and a piece of butter rolled in flour or 

arrowroot to thicken, as the abounding gravy of the 

mushrooms makes this dish need a good deal of 

thickening. Stew till tender, stirring them now and 

then, and pour the sauce over the rabbits. Those 

who like a high relish of mushroom may add a spoon- 

ful of mushroom gravy, or the mushrooms may be 

stewed in cream and seasoned and thickened as above.’ 

It is a good sauce, but, far from needing to 

strengthen the mushroom flavour, in our opinion it 

is essentially too strong. It somewhat oppresses the 

sweet simplicity of the rabbit, whereas, though it 

may seem paradoxical, currying appears to elicit it. 

This recipe is more suitable ; for celery is the most 

harmonious of all concomitants, though it does not 

come, like the onion, with a counterblast to provoke 

a piquancy :— 

Wash, pare and slice the sticks of celery. Blanch 

and boil and season with spices and pepper. Flavour 

the sauce with an infusion of lemon, but be niggardly 

with the condiments, which in excess must neutralise 

the flavour of the celery, not to speak of outraging the 

susceptibilities of the rabbit. 

Allusion to onions and sauces has tempted us on 
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to the ex¢rées, but in the due order of things we must 

turn back to the soups. For nothing does the rabbit 

come in more usefully than for mulligatawny : when 

that soup is most in request in cool weather, the 

rabbit is in his best condition; there is as little 

reason to be frugal with him as with the Ettrick 

Shepherd’s hare soup, and his recipe, if we remem- 

ber aright, was a half-dozen of hares to the tureen. 

Break up sundry rabbits and boil in three quarts 

of water with a quarter-ounce of black pepper. Be 

sure to add a slice or two of bacon. Skim the stock 

when it boils, and let it simmer for an hour anda 

half before straining. Fry some of the choice morsels 

of the rabbit with sliced onions in a stewpan; add 

the strained stock, skim, and, when it has simmered 

for three-quarters of an hour, throw in two dessert 

spoonfuls of curry powder, the same quantity of 

lightly browned flour, with salt and cayenne, and let it 

simmer again till the meat is thoroughly tender. A 

clove or two of garlic, shred and fried in butter, 

with a dash of lemon to taste, are decided improve- 

ments. 

N.B. Half the secret and charm of good mulli- 

gatawny is in the successful boiling of the rice, which 

ought to fall light and white and dry, like snow- 

flakes in frost or manna in the wilderness, The rice 



240 THE RABBIT 

after boiling should be drained and dried before the 

fire in a sieve reversed. 

As simple game soup, carve the rabbits carefully 

and fry with bacon, onions, carrots, &c. Drain and 

stew for an hour in beef stock, with celery and minced 

parsley. Small pieces of the rabbits may be fried and 

stewed in the broth. 

As we have seen, there were no rabbits in Meg 

Merrilies’ caldron, but her namesake, Meg Dodds, 

gives a capital recipe for what she calls Poachers’ 

Soup, or Soupe 4 la Meg Merrilies, for which 

rabbits may be used as well as anything else. Meg 

‘does not say whether it was the dish invented by 

M. Florence, chef to the Duke of Buccleuch, and 

served at Bowhill in honour of the author of 

‘Waverley.’ 

‘This savoury and highly relishing new stew soup 

may be made of anything or everything known by the 

name of game. Take from two to four pounds of the 

trimmings or coarse parts of venison, shin of beef, or 

shanks or lean scrag of good mutton, all fresh. 

Break the bones and boil this with a couple of carrots 

and turnips, four onions, a bunch of parsley and a 

quarter-ounce of peppercorns. Strain this stock when 

it has boiled for three hours. Cut down and skin a 

blackcock, a pheasant, half a hare or a rabbit, &c., 
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and season the pieces with mixed spices. These may 

be floured and browned in the frying-pan, but as 

this is a process dictated by the eye as much as the 

palate, it is not necessary in this soup. Put the 

game to the strained stock with a dozen of small 

onions, a couple of heads of celery sliced, half a dozen 

peeled potatoes, and, when it boils, a small white 

cabbage quartered, black pepper, allspice and salt to 

taste. Let the soup sinimer till the game is tender 

but not overdone.’ The soup may be coloured and 

flavoured with red wine and a couple of spoonfuis of 

mushroom ketchup. 

It is an admirable dish for the gypsies of Dern- 

cleugh or the phenomenal gourmands of the MWoctes 

Ambrosiane, but obviously far too solid for the 

foundation of a refined banquet. So we suspect that 

M. Florence’s rendering was a more sublimated ver- 

sion of the original, although he catered for salmon- 

fishers, shooters and coursers. 

We have said that roasting is the worst use to 

which you can put a rabbit, and we repeat it. But 

if you will roast, see that the rabbit is well basted. 

Skin and draw, leaving the ears ; dip them in boiling 

water and scrape off the hairs ; pick out the eyes ; 

cut off the feet ; wash in cold water and dry with a 

cloth, and cut the sinews at the back of the hind 

R 
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quarters and below the fore-legs. Prepare some 

savoury stuffing and fill the inside ; then draw the 

lugs under, set the head between the shoulders and 

stick a skewer through them, passing through the 

neck ; run another skewer through the fore-legs, to 

be gathered up under the haunches; take string, 

double it, place the middle in the breast, and carry 

both ends over the skewer ; cross the string on both 

sides, and fasten it. Spit and roast for an hour 

before a brisk fire, constantly basting with fresh 

dripping. Five minutes before serving dredge with 

flour and baste with fresh butter. When the rabbit 

has been richly browned, remove the string and 

skewers, dish it, and serve with brown gravy. 

For boiling, rabbits should be trussed neatly and 

boiled slowly. It is far better to overdo than to 

underdo, and they will take a full hour, unless very 

young and tender. They will be none the worse for 

an addition in the boiling of some suet and slices of 

lemon. To fry them, they are first cut up and done 

slowly in butter with sage and dried parsley. The 

liver may be crushed in a parsley sauce, and the 

parsley which the rabbit loved in life should be fried 

and strewed around him when he is sent to table. 

A variation is rabbit awa fines herbes. 

‘Carve two plump young rabbits, and fry the 
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pieces in butter with grated bacon and a handful of 

chopped mushrooms, parsley and eschalot, with salt 

and pepper. Boil a teaspoonful of flour with a little 

consummé, and pour into the stew-pan with the rabbits. 

Stew siowly ; skin and strain the sauce and serve it 

on the rabbits with lemon and cayenne.’ A faint 

suspicion of garlic improves all these dishes. There 

is no better way of disposing of rabbits than smother- 

ing. ‘Truss and boil and smother in creamy onion 

sauce. Mrs. Dodds tells us that in Scotland they 

used to be smothered in an onion sauce made with 

clear gravy instead of melted butter, and that, if 

the dish looked less attractive, it was equally good. 

Whether rabbits are boiled to be smothered or boiled 

to be served au naturel, the essential is that the boil- 

ing should be as slow as possible and finished leisurely 

in front of the fire. 

Rabbit curry is always capital, and, if economy is 

to be considered, the fragments of former dishes may 

be utilised. The great thing is to make sure of good 

stock, and the cook’s skill is shown in suiting the 

seasoning to the palates of those who are to partake. 

Tastes vary ; but it is obvious enough that the 

savour of the rabbit should not be swamped in too 

fiery a dressing. The cut meat is fried in butter with 

sliced Portugal onions over a quick fire. The artist 
R2 
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must of course pay attention to the colouring, which 

ought to be soft Vandyke brown or glowing amber. 

When the colouring is achieved, add a pint of the stock, 

let it simmer for a quarter of an hour, throw in the 

curry powder with a spoonful of flour, and stir them 

into the sauce. When the curry is ready add another 

glass of cream, with a strong squeeze of thelemon. A 

clove of mild garlic will not be out of place, and for 

Indians who prefer a curry strongly spiced add a few 

capsicums or a lively chili. 

Mr. Jawleyford was not far wrong in his praise of 

a good pie, but much of the excellence depends on a 

judicious use of adjuncts. Mushrooms are almost 

indispensable, and even the freshest truffles are not 

wasted. Slices of egg are a decided improvement, 

and some people advocate forcemeat balls, though 

that is more open to question. At any rate, there 

can be no doubt about eschalots, anchovies, or 

Norwegian sprats. with butter or shred suet. But, 

above all, the pie should be paved with slices of fat 

bacon, and bacon should be interpolated through the 

pieces of rabbit. Strain the gravy, which should be 

boiled to a jelly. Crown with a rich puff-paste, and 

bake the pie according to size. Patties follow pie in 

natural sequence, and they make a convenient ev/rée 

for the economical housekeeper. Mince the best 
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parts of cold rabbits with some fine-shred suet. Get 

some good gravy, thicken with butter and flour, and 

season to taste with the inevitable lemon juice. Add 

a little claret or port—though the strictly economical 

may dispense with that—and a dash of chili or 

tarragon vinegar. Stewthe mince and fill the patties, 

which had best be baked empty. 

Boudins de Richelieu probably owe their name 

to the voué lover of the Duchesse de Berri, one of 

the volatile daughters of the Regent Orleans. Riche- 

lieu was as great, though scarcely so scientific, a 

gourmet as the Regent, who was as much at home in 

his kitchens as in his chemical laboratory ; and the 

lady, by the way, is said to have prided herself on 

having devised the delicate filets de dapereau. The 

boudins are made of a forcemeat of rabbit beaten up 

with grated potatoes. Dressed onions or chopped 

mushrooms must be mixed with the stuffing. The 

forcemeat is rolled up in small sausages, then it is 

boiled or baked and served with brown sauce. It is 

the more probable that Richelieu invented these 

boudins, that the dish survives in the French saute 

cuisine, and is the only form of the rabbit in cookery 

which Dubois condescends to notice in his portly 

volume de luxe. Possibly Dubois may have descended 

from the disreputable Abbé and Cardinal who was 
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the Regent’s dme damné. Dubois gives the recipe 

with a purée of chestnuts, and prefaces it thus: ‘ This 

is a forcemeat ex/rée, pleasant, good, and offering 

great resources when the shooting season is over. 

With care it can be rendered @stingué and elegant. 

‘Forcemeat made of young rabbits must be pre- 

pared in the same proportions as that of the pheasant ; 

it must be worked for a few minutes with a spoon 

and a little melted glaze introduced, with a few table- 

spoonfuls of pickled tongue cut in the shape of very 

small dice. It is divided in pieces of the size of an 

egg, which are to fall on the floured table and be 

rolled with the hand so as to give them an oval form 

of the size of a cutlet’ N.B.—Mrs. Dodds gives the 

counsel of perfection, that the évwdins should be 

rolled with a knife. 

‘These doudins are ranged in a saitotr, so as to 

poach them in boiling, salted water ; as soon as they 

are become firm, they are drained and trimmed in an 

oval form and bread-crumbed. Some clarified butter 

is warmed in a saztvir, the foudins ranged on its 

surface and coloured on a sharp fire, turning them 

at the same time. When fried to a nice colour, they 

are drained and dished in a circular order round a 

pyramid of chestnut jz7ée. A sauceboat of reduced 

espagnole is served at the same time.’ 
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For cream of rabbit, the meat is pounded to a 

pulp in a mortar, passed through a sieve, then worked 

up with the yolks of several eggs, a gill of rich cream, 

seasoned with pepper, salt and nutmeg. When the 

blend is perfectly smooth, butter a mould, arrange 

thin slices of truffles at the bottom ; then put in the 

mixture, which should barely fill half the mould ; tie 

paper on the top ; place the mould in boiling water 

and steam it for anhour anda half. Serve with truffle 

sauce, or, failing truffles, with tomatoes. 

For Rabbit mould, make a case of paste in a 

mould of flour and water ; line the mould with it, fill 

up with dry flour and put it in the oven to brown ; 

leave it in the shape till cold, then turn it out. 

Remove the dry flour and egg the outside. Cut up 

a young rabbit or two; stew in gravy with a little 

onion and a few cloves till the gravy is thick ; when 

ready heat the case in the oven ; turn the stew into 

the shape, and dish on a napkin. 

For Cutlets.—Cut out the fillets from the backs of 

two rabbits ; cut each in halves and shape as cutlets, 

season with salt and pepper. Stick a morsel of rib 

into the end of each ; egg and bread-crumb them ; 

fry them to a bright brown and serve with sauce to 

taste. Slices of bacon or ham should be sandwiched 

between the pieces of rabbit, and asparagus tops, 
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mushrooms, or other vegetables may be served in the 

centre. 

Mrs. Henry Reeve, in her judicious work on 

Cookery, gives an American recipe for barbecuing :-— 

‘Clean and wash the rabbit, which must be plump 

and young, and having opened it all the way on the 

under side, lay it flat, with a small plate to keep it 

down in salted water for half an hour. Wipe dry and 

broil whole, with the exception of the head, when 

you have gashed across the backbone in eight or ten 

places, that the heat may penetrate this, the thickest 

part. The fire should be hot and clear, the rabbit 

turned often. When browned and tender, lay upon 

a very hot dish, pepper and salt and butter profusely, 

turning the rabbit over and over to soak up the 

melted butter. Cover, and set in the oven for five 

minutes, and heat in a tin cup two tablespoonfuls of 

vinegar seasoned with one of made mustard. Anoint 

the hot rabbit weil with this, cover and send to table 

garnished with crisp parsley.’ 

Finally, the head is not to be neglected. It 

contains a variety of delicate picking, and gives light, 

desultory occupation to a wayward appetite. 
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farming, 72, 73, 74 
Mortality, causes of, 46 
Mouchers, 155 
Mushroom sauce for rabbits, 

237 

rabbit 

' Muzzling and coping ferrets, 87 

Navin, II. D., on cat suckling 
rabbits, 43 

Naples, rabbits rare in, 229 
Natural enemies, 38, 44, 77 
Nets, 137-146 

5, fold-nets, 75 
»» with ferrets, 138 
5, long-nets, 138-141, 

168 
>» gate-nets, 142, 155 

», purse-nets, 142, 154 

5, sheet-nets, 142 
»» SpYing-nets, 76 
», drop-down-nets, 143 
», Warren’s patent, 143 

Denman’s wire net, 146 
Netting rides, 107 
Neville, Archbishop of York, 235 
New Zealand, rabbits in, 232 
Night defined, 159, 166 

5, poaching, 166-167, 170 
© Norfolk hare,’ 224 

153, 
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Oats, “crushed, as winter food 

for rabbits, 37 
“Occupiers’ under Ground 

Game Act, 174- 

175, 182, 193 
ne of more than one 

farm, 187 
»  letlingsporting rights, 

196-197 
Odd shots, 117 
Old hay best winter food, 35 
Old rabbits distinguished from 

young, II, 12 
Onions with rabbit, 237 
Ostend rabbits, 232 
Overstocking, 46, 65 
Owls and young rabbits, 45 
‘Owners’ under Ground Game 

Act, 173, 183 
Owners in occupation, 183, 202— 

203, 207 

PatmeER, Dr. T. S., on rabbits 
of United States, 50 

Paraffin, 147 
Parasitic worms, 47 
Paston Letters, 51 
Pasture, effect of rabbits on, 72 
Payne-Gallwey, Sir R., on 

rabbit nets, 139 
Pheasants versis fowls, 223 

Pickering, W. C., three rabbits 
with one bullet, 125 

Pie, rabbit, 244 
Pines attacked by rabbits, 32, 33 
listol, licence required for, 201 
Pitfalls, 76, 134 
Pliny’s notice of rabbit, 1, 3 
Poachers’ ferrets, 152 
Poaching, 150-172 
Poaching Prevention Act, 158, 

169-171 
Poison illegal, 188, 202 
Polecat, 77, 83, 86 
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Potage, 222 
Prices at market, 71, 77 
Professional rabbit-killer, 185- 

187 
appointment of, 187 
form of appoint- 

ment, 188 
pre duction of autho- 

rity, 189 
Profit and loss in a warren, 65, 

71,73 

” 

” 

” 

| Promplorium parvulorum, 4, 51 
; Pulmonary tuberculosis, 47 

| 
| 

Purchaser of standing crop, not 
an occupier, 183 

QUESTIONS not judicially de- 
termined, 184, 189, 192 

RaBBiTs not vermin, 200 
Rabette, original signification 

of, 4 
Rabettes, rost, 236 
Rache, a hound hunting by 

scent, 4 

Rats, 39, 40, 77, 81, 135 
Raven, attacking rabbit, 46 
Reservation of game and rab- 

bits, 164 
Resident on land defined, 185 
Responsibilities of a shooting- 

host, 104 

Retrievers, 105-106 
Reynard the fox, 83 
Richard II., legislation as to 

ferrets, 83 
Richelieu, boudins de, 245, 246 
Rifles for rabbit-shooting, 121- 

123 
Right to kill rabbits, 164 
Riley, John, rabbit hawking, 

with goshawk, 220 
Ringed plover, 121 
Riote, meaning of the word, 4 
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Rolleston on skulls of hare and 
rabbit, 5 

Roman markets, rabbits in, 225, 
229-230 

Roman-Spanish hunt, 82 
Romanes, G. J., on animal in- 

stinct, 89 
Russell’s ‘ Book of Nurture,‘ 4 

SALT and lime dressing, 47, 64, 

73 
Saltee and Keragh Islands, 

rabbits on, 16 
Schoolboys rabbitihg at Christ- 

mas, 96 
Scouring, 46 
Search, right to, 165 
Seizure of game, 166, 170 
Selby, H., on rabbit biting, 22 
Shepherds poaching, 156 
Shirley’s Deer Parks, 33 
Shooting, 95-125 

» in covert, 95, 97 
a on commons, 95, 98 
Pe in hedgerows, 97 
35 in standing corn, 97~98 
sa with spaniels, 98, 102, 

105 
55 with beagles, 109-113 
as on sand hills, 120 
a in cliffs, 120 
+9 with rifle, 121, 125 
5 on highroad, 162 
5 without licence, 163 
5 ground game by night, 

203 
Shooting-tenants under Ground 

Game Act, 173, 176 
Shots, curious, 117-118, 125 

», rabbit and hare, 118 
», rabbit and grouse, 118 
5, Yabbit and snipe, 118 

Shrubs, destruction of, 28 
», rabbit proof, 29, 30 

255 

Shrubs, to stand drip of trees, 
31 

Silver-greys, 17 
Simpson J. (of Wortley) on 

rabbit biting, 23 
7 on acorns for winter 

feeding, 35 
+5 on rabbit trap-fence, 

68, 77 
#5 on warrens, 60, 65, 

73 
Size and weight, 13, 14, 15, 36 
Smearing, 33, 34 
Snares, 136-137, 152 

>, set on Sunday, 209 
Soil for warren, 60 
Soup of rabbit, 239 

», mulligatawny, 239 
+» poacher’s, 240 

Southam, W., on young above- 
ground, 9 

Spain, rabbits in, 225, 226 
», cooking in, 228 

Spaniels for rabbit-shooting, 105 
Speed of rabbit and hare, com- 

pared, 23, 24 
Spencer Cobbold, T., on tape- 

worms and entozoa, 48, 49 
Spirits of tar, 148 
Spring-nets, 75, 76 
Spring-traps, 202 206 
Stamford, Lord, rabbit shoot- 

ing 114-115 
Standing crop, purchaser of, 

not an occupier, 183 
Stiles, Dr. C. W., on tape- 

worms in rabbits, 50 
Stoat, 20, 38, 41, 77, 79 
Stonechat, 98 
Stopping out, 146-147 
Stops, 107 
Stormonth-Darling, Lord, deci- 

sion vé vermin, 200 
Strabo, on rabbit in Spain, 2 
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Strabo, on rabbit in Balearic | 
Isles, 2 

Strouglius commutatus, 47 
Sub-letting by tenant, 182, 195- 

196 
Sulphur not recommended, 148 
Summonses, 160 
Sunday, shooting illegal 

208 
Sweat in ferrets, 84, 91 
Swimming, 25-26 

on, 

TENL1 SERRATA, 49, 50 
Tail, use of white, 7 
Tainled ground, 46, 63, 64 
Tape-worms, 48, 49, 50 
Teeth, malformation of, 6 
Tenterden, Lord, on free-warren, 

54 
Terriers, 102, 137 
Tipes, or lip-traps, 75, 76 
Transport of ferrets, 88 
Trap for stoat, 78 
Trap-fence, 68, 77 
Trapping, 126-131 
Trespass, by day, 159 

re by night, 166 
» in pursuit of game, 163 

Tuberculosis, pulmonary, 46, 47 
Tuberculous liver, 46 
Tumours, 48, 49 
Turning down tame rabbits, ob- 

jection to, 14, 15 
Typhoid fever, 46 

VARIETIES, 16 

Varro on the rabbit, 4 
Vaynol, North Wales, 16 
Vermin trapping, 79 
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Vermin, rabbits not, 200 
Void agreements, 194-195 
Voles killed by weasels, $0 

WARREN, 51-81 
5 free, 52 
a formation of, 59 
a soil for, 60 
35 artifAcial burrows, 61 
aa draining, 62 
i fencing, 66 

deterioration of, 74 
Warrender, G. H., on rabbit 

swimming, 26 
Warrener, duties of a, 75 
Warry, on the Game Laws, I71 

Weasel, 3, 39, 77, 79 
5 a tame one, 90 

»» hunting rabbit, 19 

Weight of wild rabbit, 13, 14, 
6 3 

»» of polecat and ferret, 84 
Wheatear, 121 

White wild rabbits, 16 

Wild rabbits in captivity, 12 
Winter feeding, 35 
Wire fencing, 34, 35 
Wiring, 131-133, 153 
Woodcuttings for bark, 37 
Woolrych, Game Laws, 52, 57 
Worms, parasitic, 47 
Wounded rabbit biting, 22 

YEW, poisonous properties of, 32 
»» not recommended for co- 

vers, 32, 33 

Young, condition of at birth, § 
as distinguished from old, 

II, 12 
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Augustulus, B.C. 753-A.D. 476. With 
5 Maps. Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

IN THE BRITISHCOLONIES, By ALPHEUS 
Topp, LL.D. 8vo., 30s. net. 
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History, Politics, Polity, Political Memoirs, &.—continued. 
Wakeman and Hassall.—Essays 
INTRODUCTORY TO THE STUDY OF 
ENGLISH CONSTITUTIONAL HIsToryY. 
By Resident Members of the University 
of Oxford. Edited by HENRY OFFLEY 
WAKEMAN, M.A., and ARTHUR Has- 
SALL, M.A. "Crown 8vo., 6s, 

Walpole.—History oF ENGLAND 
FROM THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
GREAT WAR IN 1815 TO 1858. By 
SPENCER WALPOLE. 6 vols. Crown 
8vo., 6s. each. 

Wood-Martin.—PAGAN IRELAND: an 
Archzeological Sketch. A Handbook of 
Irish Pre-Christian Antiquities. By W. 
G. Woop-MarTIN, M.R.LA. With 512 
Illustrations, Crown 8vo., 155. 

Wrylie.—History of ENGLAND UNDER 
Henry IV. By JAMES HAMILTON 
WyulE, M.A., one of H.M. Inspectors 

Biography, Perso 
Armstrong.-—THE LIFEAND LETTERS 

OF EDMUND J. ARMSTRONG, Edited 
by G. F. SAVAGE ARMSTRONG. Fep. 
8vo., 75. 6d. 

Bacon.—TuHE [L.ETTERS AND LIFE OF 
FRANCIS BACON, INCLUDING ALL HIS 
OCCASIONAL WorKS. Edited by JAMES 
SPEDDING. 7 vols. 8vo., £4 45. 

Bagehot.— BioGRAPHICAL STUDIES. 
By WALTER BAGEHOT. Cr, 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Black well.—PIoNEER WorRK IN OPEN- 
ING THE MEDICAL PROFESSION TO 
WomeEN: Autobiographical Sketches. 
By Dr. ELIZABETH BLACKWELL. Cr. 
8vo., 65. 

Buss.—FRANcES MARY BUSS AND HER 
WorK FOR EDUCATION. By ANNIE 
E, RipLey. With 5 Portraits and 4 
Illustrations, Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

Carlyle.—THoMASCARLYLE: a History 
ofthis Life. By JAMES ANTHONY FROUDE. 
1795-1835. 2 vols. Crown 8vo., 7s. 
1834-1881. 2 vols. Crown 8vo., 75. 

Digby.—TuHe Lire or Sik KENELM 
Dicpy, dy one of his Descendants, 
the Author of ‘The Life of a Con- 
spirator,’ ‘A Life of Archbishop Laud,’ 
etc. With 7 Illustrations. 8vo., 16s. 

Dunean.—ADMIRAL DunNcAN. By the 
EARL OF CAMPERDOWN. With 3 Por- 
traits. 8vo., 16s. 

Brasmus.—LIFeE AND LETTERS or 
ERASMUS. By JAMES ANTHONY 
FROUDE. Crown 8vo., 65. 

FALKLANDS. By the Author of ‘The 
Life ot Sir Kenelm Digby,’ ‘The Life 
of a Prig,’ etc. With Portraits and 

of Schools. 4 vols. Crown 8vo, Vol. 
IL, 1399-1404, 10s. 6d. Vol, Il, 15s. 
Vol. IH. x55. Vol. IV. ars. 

nal Memoirs, &c. 
Faraday.— FArapAy As A_ DIs- 

COVERER. By JOHN TYNDALL. Cr. 
8Bvo., 35. 6d. 

FOREIGN COURTS anD FOREIGN 
HOMES. By A.M. F. Crown 8vo., 
7s. 6d, 

Fox.—THE EARLY HISTORY OF CHARLES 
James Fox. By the Right Hon. Sir G. 
O. TREVELYAN, Bart. 

Library Edition. 8vo., 18s. 
Cabinet Edition. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Halifax.—THE LirE AND LETTERS OF 
SIR GEORGE SAVILE, BARONET, FIRST 
MARQUIS OF HALIFAX. With a New 
Edition of his Works, now for the first 
time collected and revised. By H. C, 
Foxcrorr. With 2 Portraits. 2 vols. 
8vo., 365. 

Hamilton.—Lire oF SiR WILLIAM 
HAMILTON. By R. P. GRAVES. 8vo. 
3vols, 15s. each. ADDENDUM. 8vo., 6d. 

Havelock.—MeEmoirs oF SIR HENRY 
HAVELOCK, K.C.B. By JOHN CLARK 
MARSHMAN. Crown 8vo., 35, 6d. 

Haweis.—My Musicat Lire. By the 
Rev. H. R. HAwe!s. With Portrait of 
Richard Wagner and 3 Illustrations, 
Crown 8vo., 75. 6d. 

Holroyd.—Tue GirRLHOOD OF MARIA 
JOsEPHA HOoLRoyp (Lady Stanley of 
Alderly). Recorded in Letters of a 
Hundred Years Ago, from 1776-1796. 
Edited by J. H. ADEANE. With 6 
Portraits. 8vo., 185, 

Jackson.—STONEWALL JACKSON AND‘ 
THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR. By 
Lieut.-Col. G. F. R. HENDERSON, York 
and Lancaster Regiment. With 2 Por- 
traits and 33 Maps and Plans. 2 vols, 

other Itustrations. 8vo., tos. 6d. 8vo., 42° 
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Biography, Personal Memoirs, &¢.—continued. 
Lejeune.—Mrmoirs of BARoN LE-! 

JEUNE, Aide-de-Camp to Marshals 
Berthier, Davout, and Oudinot, Trans- 
lated. 2 vols. 8vo., 245. 

Luthber.—Lir£ oF LuTHER. By! 
JuLius KOsTLIN, With Illustrations 
from Authentic Sources. Translated | 
from the German. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. | 

Macaulay.—THE Lire AND LETTERS ; 
OF LoRD MaAcAuLAyY. By the Right 
Hon. Sir G. O. TREVELYAN, Bart., M.P. 

Popular Edit. 1vol. Cr. 8vo., 25. 6d. 
Student's Fattion, 1vol. Cr. 8vo., 6s. 
Cabinet Edition, 2vols. Post8vo.,125. 
Library Edition, 2 vols. 8vo., 36s. 
‘Edinburgh Edition.’ 2 vols. 8vo., 

6s, each. 

Marbot.—THE MEMOIRS OF THE BARON | 
DE MARBOT. ‘Translated from the} 
French. 2 vols. Crown 8vo., 75. 

Max Muller.—Avutp LANG Synr. By 
the Right Hon. Professor F. Max MUL- 
LER. With Portrait. 8vo., ros. 6d. 

Meade. — GENFRAL SiR RICHARD 
MEADE AND THE FEUDATORY STATES 
OF CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN INDIA: 
a Record of Forty-three Years’ Service 
as Soldier, Political Officer and Ad- 
ministrator. By THOMAS HENRY 
THORNTON, C.S.I., D.C.L. With Por- 
trait, Map and 16 Illustrations. 8vo., 
tos. 6d. net. 

Wansen.—FRIDTJOF NANSEN, 1861- 
1893. By W.C. BroGGER and NORDAHL 
ROLFSEN. Translated by WILLIAM! 
ARCHER. With 8 Plates, 48 Illustrations 
in the Text, and 3 Maps. 8vo., 12s. 6d. 

Newdegate.— THE CHEVERELS OF 
CHEVEREL MANOR. By Lady New- 
DIGATE-NEWDEGATE, Author of ‘ Gos- 
sip from a Muniment Room’, With 
6 Illustrations from Family Portraits. 
8vo., tos. 6d. 

Place.—THE Lire oF FRANCIS PLACE. 
By GRAHAM WALLAS. 8vo., Tas. 

Rawlinson.—A Memoir OF MAJorR- 
GENERAL SIR HENRY CRESWICKE 
RAWLINSON, Bart., K.C.B. By GEo. 
RAWLINSON, M.A., F.R.G.S., Canon 
of Canterbury. With an Introduction 
by Field-Marshal LorD ROBERTS of 
Kandahar, V.C. With Map, 3 Por- 
traits and an Illustration. $8vo., 16s. 
eeve.—MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND 
CORRESPONDENCE OF HENRY REEVE, 
C.B., D.C.L., late Editor of the ‘ Edin- 
burgh Review’ and Registrar of the 
Privy Council. By J. KNox Laucu- 
TON, M.A, 2vols. 8vo. 

Romanes.— THE LIFE AND LETTERS 
oF GEORGE JOHN ROMANES, M.A,, 
LL.D., F.R.S. Written and Edited 
by bis Wife. With Portrait and 2 
Iilustrations. Cr. 8vo., 6s. 

Seebohm.—THE OxFoORD REFORMERS 
JOHN COLET, ERASMUS AND THOMAS 
More: a History of their Fellow- Work. 
By FREDERIC SEEBOHM. 8vo., 14s. 

Shakespeare.—OvuTLINES OF THE 
LirFE OF SHAKESPEARE. By J. O, 
HALLIWELL-PHILLIPPS. With INus- 
trations and Facsimiles. 2 vols, 
Royal 8vo., £1 15, 

Shakespeare’s TRuE Lirg. By Jas, 
WALTER. With 500 Illustrations by 
GERALD E. Moira. Imp, 8vo., 215. 

Verney.—MEMoIRS OF THE VERNEY 
FAMILY. 
Vols. I. and Il. DurInG THE CIvIL 
War. By FRANCES PARTHENOPE 
VERNEY. With 38 Portraits, Wood- 
cuts and Facsimile. Royal 8vo., 425. 

Vol. IIT. During THE ComMon- 
WEALTH. 1650-1660 By MARGARET 
M VERNEY. With ro Portraits, &c. 
Royal 8vo., 215. 

Wellington.—lirt oF THE DUKE oF 
WELLINGTON. By the Rev. G. R. 
GLEIG, M.A. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Wills.—W. G. Wits, DRAMATIST 
AND PAINTER. By FREEMAN WILLS, 
With Photogravure Portrait 8vo.,105.6d, 

Travel and Adventure, the Colonies, &c. 
Arnold.—SEas AND LANps, By Sir 
EDWIN ARNOLD. With 71 Illustrations. 
Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Baker (SirS. W.). 
EIGHT YEARS IN CEYLON. With 6 

Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 
THE RIFLE AND THE HOUND IN CEY- 

LON. With 6 Illustrations. Cr. 8vo., 
3s. 6d. 

Ball.—THe ALPINE GuIDE. By the 
late JOHN BALL, F.R.S., &c., President 
of the Alpine Club. A New Edition, 
Reconstructed and Revised on behalf ot 
the Alpine Club, by W. A. B. CooLipDGE. 
Vol. I. THe WESTERN ALPS. The 

Alpine Region, South of the Rhone 
Valley, from the Col de Tenda to the 
Simplon Pass. With 9 New and 
Revised Maps. Crown 8vo., 12s. net, 
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Travel and Adventure, the Colonies, &.—continued, 
Bent.--lHE RUINED CITIES OF MasH- 
ONALAND: being a Record of Excava- 
tion and Exploration in 1891. By J. 
THEODORE BENT. With 117 Illustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Brassey.—VOYAGES AND TRAVELS OF 
LorpD BRASSEY, K.C.B., D.C.L., 1862- 
1894. Arranged and Edited by Captain 
S. EARDLEY-WILMOT. 2vols. Cr. 
8vo., ros. 

Brassey (The late Lapy). 

A VOYAGE IN THE ‘SUNBEAM’; OUR 
HOME ON THE OCEAN FOR ELEVEN 
Monrus. 

Cabinet Edition. With Map and 66 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 75. 6d. 

Silver Library Edition, With 66 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Popular Edition. With 60 I}ustra- 
tions. 4to., 6d. sewed, rs. cloth, 

School Edition. With 37 Illustrations. 
Fep., 2s.cloth, or 3s.white parchment. 

SUNSHINE AND STORM IN THE EAST. 

Cabinet Edition. With 2 Maps and 
114 Illustrations. Crown 8vo.,75.6d. 

Popular Edition. With 103 Illustra- 
tions. 4to., 6d. sewed, 1s. cloth. 

IN THE TRADES, THE TROPICS, AND 
THE ‘ ROARING FORTIES’. 
Cabinet Edition, With Map and 220 

Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 
Popular Edition, With 183 lllustra- 

tions. 4to., 6d. sewed, 1s. cloth. 

THREE VOYAGES IN THE ‘SUNBEAM’. 
Popular Edition. With 346 Illustra- 
tions. 4to., 25. 6d. 

Browning.—A GiRL’s WANDERINGS 
IN HUNGARY. By H. ELLEN BROWN- 
ING. With Map and 2o Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Churechill.—TueE Story oF THE MA- 
LAKAND FIELD FoRcE. By Lieut. 
Winston L. SPENCER CHURCHILL. 
With Maps and Plans. Cr. 8vo., 75. 6d. 

Crawford. — South AMERICAN 
SKETCHES, 
M.A. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

By ROBERT CRAWFORD, 

Froude (JAmgs A.). 
OcEANA: or England and her Colonies. 

With 9g Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 
3s. 6d. 

THE ENGLISH IN THE WEST INDIES: 
or the Bow of Ulysses. With g Illus- 
trations, Cr. 8vo., 2s. bds., 2s. 6d. cl. 

Howitt.—Visirs TO REMARKABLE 
PLacgs, Old Halls, Battle-Fields, 
Scenes illustrative of Striking Passages 
in English History and Poetry. By 
WILLIAM HowiTT. With 80 Illustra. 
tions. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Knight (E. F.), 
THE CRUISE OF THE ‘ALERTE': the 

Narrative of a Search for Treasure on 
the Desert Island of Trinidad. With 
2 Maps and 23 Illustrations. Crown 
8v0., 35. 6d. 

WHERE THREE EMPIRES MEET: a Nar- 
rative of Recent Travel in Kashmir, 
Western Tibet, Baltistan, MLadak, 
Gilgit, and the adjoining Countries. 
With a Map and 54 Illustrations. 
Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

THE ‘FALCON’ ON THE BALTIC: a 
Voyage from London to Copenhagen 
in a Three-Tonner. With 1o Full- 
page Illustrations. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Lees and Clutterbuck.—B. C. 1887: 
A RAMBLE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA. By 
J. A. Lees and W. J. CLUTTERBUCK. 
With Map and 75 Illustrations. Cr, 8vo., 

6a. 35. 6: 

Max Miiller.—LetTERs FRoM Con- 
STANTINOPLE. By Mrs. MAX MULLER. 
With 12 Views of Constantinople and 
the neighbourhood. Crown 8vo,, 65. 

Wansen (FRIDTJOF). 

THE FIRST CROSSING OF GREENLAND. 
With numerous Illustrations and a 
Map. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Esximo Lirz, With 31 Illustrations. 
8vo., 16s 

Oliver.—CRAGS AND CraTerRs: Ram- 
bles in the Island of Réunion. By 
WILLIAM DupIEY OLIveR, M.A. 
With 27 Illustrations and a Map. Cr. 
8vo., 6s, 
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Travel and Adventure, the Colonies, &c.—continued. 

Smith.—C.imBinc IN THE BRITISH 
IsLes. By W. P. HASKETT SMITH. 
With Ilustrations by ELLIs Carr, and 
Numerous Plans. 

Part I. ENGLAND. 

Part Il. WaLres AND 
16mo., 35. 6d. 

16mo., 35. 6d. 

IRELAND. 

Stephen. — THE PLAYGROUND OF 
Europe. By LESLIE STEPHEN. New 
Edition, with Additions and 4 Illustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo., 6s. net. 

THREE IN NORWAY. By Two ot 
Them. With a Map and 509 Illustra- 
tions, Cr. 8vo., 25. boards, 25. 6d. cloth, 

Tyndall.—THE GLACIERS OF THE ALPS: 
being a Narrative of Excursions and 
Ascents. An Account of the Origin and 
Phenomena of Glaciers, and an Exposi- 
tion of the Physical Principles to which 
they are related. By JOHN TYNDALL, 
F.R.S. With 61 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo., 6s, 6d, net. 

Vivian.—Servia: the Poor Man’s 
Paradise. 
8vo., 155. 

By HERBERT VIVIAN, M.A, 

Sport and Pastime. 

THE BADMINTON LIBRARY. 

Edited by HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF BEAUFORT, K.G., and 

A. E. T. WATSON. 

Complete in 28 Volumes. Crown 8vo., Price ros. 6¢, each Volume, Cloth. 

*,* The Volumes are also issued half-bound in Leather, with gilt top. The price can 

be had from all Booksellers. 

ARCHERY. By C. J. Loncman and 
Col. H. WALROND. With Contribu- 
tions by Miss LEGH, Viscount DILLON, 
&c. With 2 Maps, 23 Plates, and 172 
Illustrations in the Text. Crown 8vo., 
tos, 6d. 

ATHLETICS. By MonTrAGuE SHEAR- 
MAN. With 6 Plates and 52 Illustrations 
in the Text. Crown 8vo., tos. 6d. 

BIG GAME SHOOTING. By CLIvE 
PHILLIPPS-WOLLEY. 

Vol. I. AFRICA AND AMERICA. With 
Contributions by Sir SAMUEL W. 
BAKER, W. C. OswELL, F. C. 
SELOus, &c. With 20 Plates and 
57 Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
8vo., Los. 6d. 

Vol. II, Europe, ASIA, AND THE 
ARCTIC REGIONS. With Contributions 
by Lieut.-Colonel R. HEBER PERCY, 
Major ALGERNON C. HEBER PERCY, 
&c. With 17 Plates and 56 Illus- 
trations in the Text. Crown 8vo., 
Ios, 6d. 

BILLIARDS. By Major W. BROADFOOT, 
R.E. With Contributions by A. H. 
BoyD, SYDENHAM DIxon, W. J. 
Forp, &c. With 11 Plates, 19 Illus- 
trations in the Text, and numerous 
Diagrams. Crown 8vo., tos. 6d, 

COURSING AND FALCONRY. By 
HARDING (ox and the Hon. GERALD 
LASCELLES. With 20 Plates and 
56 Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
8vo., Ios, 6a, 

CRICKET. By A. G. STEEL, and the 
Hon. R. H. LytTELTon. With Con- 
tributions by ANDREW LANG, W. G. 
Grace, F. GALE, &c, With 12 Plates 
and 53 Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
8vo., Ios, 6d. 

CYCLING. By the Ear oF ALBE- 
MARLE, and G, Lacy HILLIER. With 
ig Plates and 44 Illustrations in the 
Text. Crown 8vo., ros. 6d. 



LONGMANS & ©0.'S STANDARD AND GENERAL WORKS. 9 

Sport and Pastime—continued. 

THE BADMINTON LIBRARY—continued. 

DANCING. By Mrs. LILLY Grove, 
F.R.G.S. With Contributions by Miss 
MIDDLETON, The Honourable Mrs. 
ARMYTAGE, &c. With Musical Ex- 
amples, and 38 Full-page Plates and 
93 Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
8vo., Tos. 6d. 

DRIVING. By His Grace the DUKE OF 
Beaurort, K.G. With Contributions 
by other Authorities. With 12 Plates 
and 54 Illustrations in the ‘Text. 
Crown 8vo., Ios. 64. 

FENCING, BOXING, AND WREST- 
LING. By WALTER H. POLLOCK, 
F. C. Grove, C. Prevost, E, B. 
MITCHELL, and WALTER ARMSTRONG. 
With 18 Plates and 24 Illustrations in 
the Text. Crown 8vo., Ios. 6d. 

FISHING. By H. CHOLMONDELEY-PEN- 
TELL. 

Jol. 1. SALMON AND TROUT. With 
Contributions by H. R. FRANCIs, 
Major JoHN P. TRAHERNE, &c. 
With 9 Plates and numerous Ilustra- 
tions of Tackle, &c. Crown 8vo., 

tos. 6d. . 

Vol. Il. PIKE AND OTHER COARSE 
FisH. With Contributions by the 
Marquis OF EXETER, WILLIAM 
SENIOR, G. CHRISTOPHER DAVIES, 
&c, With 7 Plates and numerous 
Illustrations of ‘lackle, &c. Crown 
8vo., 10s. 6d. 

GOLF. By Horacr G. HuTcHINsoON. 
With Contributions by the Rt. Hon. A. 

BALFourR, M.P., Sir | WALTER 
Srmpson, Bart., ANDREW LANG, &e. 

With 32 Plates and 57 Illustrations in 

the Text. Cr. 8vo., Ios, 6d. 

HUNTING, By His Grace the DUKE oF 
BeAuFORT K.G., and Mowsray 
Morkis. | With Contributions by the 
EARL OF SUFFOLK AND BERKSHIRE, 
Rev. E. W. L. Davies, G. H. Lonc- 
MAN, &c. With 5 Plates and 54 Illus- 
trations in the Text. Crown 8vo., 
tos, 6d. 

MOUNTAINEERING. By C, T. DENT. 
With Contributions by Sir W. M. Con- 
way, D. W. FRESHFIELD, C. E. MA- 
THEWS, &c, With 13 Plates and 95 
Illustrations in the Text. Crown 8vo,, 
Ios. 6d, 

POETRY OF SPORT (THE).—Selected 
by HEDLEY PEEK. With a Chapter on 
Classical Allusions to Sport by ANDREW 
LANG, and a Special Preface to the 
Badminton Library by A. E, T. Wart- 
SON. With 32 Plates and 7q Illustra- 
tions in the Text. Crown 8vo., tos, 6d. 

RACING AND STEEPLE-CHASING, 
By the EARL OF SUFFOLK AND BERK- 
SHIRE, W. G. CRAVEN, the Hon. F. 
LAWLEY, ARTHUR COVENTRY, and 
ALFRED E, T. WATSON. With 
Frontispiece and 56 Illustrations in the 
Text. Crown 8vo., tos. 6d. 

RIDING AND POLO. By Captain 
ROBERT WEIR, the DUKE OF BEAU- 
FORT, the EARL OF SUFFOLK AND 
BERKSHIRE, the EARL OF ONSLOW, 
&c. With 18 Plates and qz Illustra- 
tions in the Text. Crown 8vo., tos. 6d. 

ROWING. By R. P. P. Rowe and C, 
M. PITMAN. With Contributions by C, 
P. SEROCOLD, F. C. BeGG, and 8. Le 
B. SMirH. PUNTING. By P. W. 
SeuiRE. With 20 Plates and 55 Illus- 
trations in the Text; also 4 Maps ot 
the Oxford and Cambridge Boat-race 
and Metropolitan Championship Course, 
Henley Course, Oxford Course, and 
Cambridge Course. Crown 8vo., ros. 6d. 

SEA FISHING, By JoHN BICKERDYKE, 
Sir H. W. Gore-BooTtnH, ALFRED C, 
HARMSWORTH, and W. SENIOR. With 
22 Full-page Plates and 175 Illustra- 
tions in the Text. Crown 8vo., tos, 6d, 



to LONGMANS & CO.'S STANDARD AND GENERAL WORKS, 

Sport and Pastime—con/inued. 

THE BADMINTON LIBRARY—continued. 

SHOOTING. 

Vol. I. FieLD AND CoverRT. By Lor | 
WALSINGHAM andSir RALPH PAYNE- 
GALLWEY, Bart. With Contribu- 
tions by the Hon. GERALD Las- 
CELLES and A. J. STUART-WORTLEY. 
With rz Plates and 94 Illustrations 
in the Text. Crown 8vo., tos. 6d. 

Vol. Il. Moor anp Marsu. By Lorp 
WALSINGHAM and Sir RALPH PAYNE- 
GALLWEY, Bart. With Contributions 
by Lorp Lovat and J.ORD CHARLES 
LENNOX KERR. With 8 Plates and 
57 Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
8vo., 10s, 6d. 

SKATING, CURLING, TOBOGGAN- : 
ING. By J. M. Heatucore, C. G. 
TEBBUTT, T. MAXWELL WITHAM, 
Rev. JOHN KERR, ORMOND HAKE, 
Henry A. Buck, &c. With 12 Plates 
and 272 Illustrations in the Text. Cr. 
8vo., 10s. 6d. 

SWIMMING, By ARCHIBALD SINCLAIR 
and WILLIAM Henry, Hon. Secs. of | 
the Life-Saving Society. With 13 Plates 
and 106 Illustrations in the Text. Cr. 
8vo., Ios. 6d. 

Fur, 

TENNIS, LAWN TENNIS, RAC- 
QUETS, AND FIVES. By J. M. and 
C. G. HEATHCOTE, E. O, PLEYDELL- 
BOuvERIE, and A. C. AINGER, With 
Contributions by the Hon. A. LYTTEL- 
ton, W. C. MARSHALL, Miss L. Dop, 
&e. With 12 Plates and 67 Ilustra- 
tions in the ‘Text. Crown 8vo., 10s. 6d. 

YACHTING. 

Vol. I. CRUISING, CONSTRUCTION OF 
YACHTS, YACHT RACING RULES, 
FITTING-ouT, &c. By Sir EDWARD 
SULLIVAN, Bart., THE EARL OF 
PEMBROKE, LORD BRASSEY, K.C.B., 
C. E. Seru-Smirg, C.B., G. L. 
Watson, R. T. PritcHett, E. F. 
Knicur, &c. With 21 Plates and 
93 Illustrations in the Text, and from 
Photographs. Crown 8vo., tos. 6d. 

Vol. Il. YACHT CLuBS, YACHTING IN 
AMERICA AND THE COLONIES, YACHT 
RacinG, &c. By R. T. PRITCHETT, 
THE MARQUIS OF DUFFERIN AND 
Ava, K.P., THE EARL OF ONSLow, 
JAMES MCFERRAN, &c. With 35 
Plates and 160 Illustrations in the 
Text. Crown 8vo., ros. 6d. 

FEATHER AND FIN SERIES. 

Edited by A. E. T. WATSON. 

Crown 8vo., price 

«* The Volumes are also issued half-bound 

5s. each Volume. 

in Leather, with gilt top. The price can 
be had from all Booksellers. 

THE PARTRIDGE. Natural History, | 
by the Rev. H. A. MAcPHEKSON; 
Shooting, by A. J, STUART-WORTLEY , | 
Cookery, by GEORGE SAINTSBURY. 
With rz Ilustrations and various Dia- 
grams in the Text. Crown 8vo., 55. 

THE GROUSE. Natural History, by the 
Rev. H. A. MACPHERSON; Shooting, 
by A. J. SfUART-WORTLEY ; Cookery, 
by GEORGE SAINTSBURY. With 13 
Illustrations and various Diagrams 
in the Text. Crown 8vo., 55. 

THE PHEASANT. Natural History, by 
the Rev. H.A. MACPHERSON ; Shooting, 
by A. J. STUART-WORTLEY; Cookery, 
by ALEXANDER INNESSHAND. Withro 
Illustrations and various Diagrams. 
Crown 8vo., 55. 

THE HARE. Natural History, by the 
Rey, H. A. MAcPHERSON; Shooting, 
by the Hon. GrRALD LASCELLES; 
Coursing, by CHARLES RICHARDSON} 
Hunting, by J. S. Gipsons and G, H. 
LONGMAN ; Cookery, by Col. KENNEY 
HERBERT. With g Illustrations, Cr. 
8vo., 55. 
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Sport and Pastime—continued. 

FuR, FEATHER AND 

RED DEER. Matural History, by 
the Rev. H. A. MACPHERSON ; Deer 
Stalking, by CAMERON OF LOCHIEL. 
Stag Hunting, by Viscount EBRING- 
TON ; Cookery, by ALEXANDER INNES 
SHAND. With ro Illustrations. Crown 
8vo., 55. 

THE RABBIT. By J. E. HARTING, &c. 
With Illustrations. [{/2 preparation. 

WILDFOWL. By the Hon. Jonn 
Scott MontTaGu. With Illustrations. 

[/” preparation. 

Fin SERIES— continued. 

THE SALMON. By the Hon. A. FE. 
GATHORNE-HARDY. With Chapters on 
the Law of Salmon-Fishing by CLAUD 
DouGLias PENNANT; Cookery, by 
ALEXANDER INNES SHAND. With 8 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 55. 

THE TROUT. By the MARQUESS OF 
Granby. With Chapters on Breeding 
by Colonel F. H. CuSTANCE ; Cookery, 
by ALEXANDER INNES SHAND. With 
12 Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 5s, 

André.—CotoneL Bocey'’s SKETCH- 
Book. Comprising an Eccentric Col- 
lection of Scribbles and Scratches found 
in disused Lockers and swept up in the 
Pavilion, together with sundry After- 
Dinner Sayings of the Colonel. By R. 
ANDRE, West Herts Golf Club. 
Oblong 4to., 25. 6d. 

BADMINTON MAGAZINE (THE) 
OF SPORTS AND _ PASTIMES. 
Edited by ALFRED E. T. WATSON 
(‘Rapier’). With numerous Illustra- 
tions. Price rs. Monthly. 
Vols. [.-VI., 6s. each. 

DEAD SHOT (THE): or, Sportsman’s 
Complete Guide. Being a Treatise on 
the Use of the Gun, with Rudimentary 
and Finishing Lessons on the Art of 
Shooting Game of all kinds, Also 
Game-driving, Wildfowl and Pigeon- 
shooting, Dog-breaking, etc. By MARKS- 
MAN. With numerous Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo., tos. 6d. 

Fllis.—Cuess Sparks; or, Short and 
Bright Games of Chess. Collected and 
Arranged by J. H. Eviis, M.A. 8vo., 
4s. 6d. 

Folkard.— THz WILD-FowLer: A 
Treatise on Fowling, Ancient and 
Modern; descriptive also of Decoys 
and Flight-ponds, Wild-fowl Shooting, 
Gunning-punts, Shooting-yachts, &c. 
Also Fowling in the Fens and in Foreign 
Countries, Rock-fowling, &c., &e., by 
H.C. FOLKARD. With 13 Engravings 
on Steel, and several Woodcuts. 8vo., 

Tas. 6d. 

Ford.—THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 
ARCHERY, By Horace Forp. New 
Edition, thoroughly Revised and Re- 
written by W. Butt, M.A. Witha Pre- 
face by C. J. LONGMAN, M.A. 8vo., r45. 

Francis.—A Book ON ANGLING: or, 
Treatise on the Art of Fishing in every 
Branch ; including full Ilustrated List 
of Salmon Flies. By FRANCIS FRANCIS. 
With Portrait and Coloured Plates. 
Crown 8vo., 155. 

Gibson.—ToBOGGANING ON CROOKED 
kuns. By the Hon. Harry GIsson. 
With Contributions by F. pz B. STRICK- 
LAND and 'LADy-TOBOGGANER’. With 
4o Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 65. 

Graham.—Country PASTIMES FOR 
Boys. By P. ANDERSON GRAHAM. 
With 252 Illustrations from Drawings 
and Photographs. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Lang.—ANGLING SKETCHES. By A, 
J.ANG. With 20 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

Lillie.—CroquEtT: its History, Rules, 
and Secrets. By ARTHUR LILLIE, 
Champion Grand National Croquet 
Club, 1872; Winner of the ‘ All-Comers’ 
Championship,’ Maidstone, 1896. With 
4 Full-page Illustrations by LuciEN 
Davis, 15 Illustrations in the Text, and 
27 Diagrams. Crown 8vo., 65. 

Longman.—CHEss OPENINGS. By 
FREDERICK W. LONGMAN. Fep. 8vo., 
as. 6d, 

Madden.—Tur Diary oF MASTER 
WILLIAM SILENCE: A Study of Shake- 
speare and of Elizabethan Sport. By 
the Right Hon. D. H. MADDEN, Vice- 
Chancellor of the University of Dublin. 
8vo., 165, 
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Sport and Pastime—continued. 
Maskelyne.—Suarps AND FLATS: a 
Complete Revelation of the Secrets of 
Cheating at Games of Chance and Skill. 
By JOHN NEvIL MASKELYNE, of the 
Egyption Hall. With 62 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Park.—THE GAME oF GoLF. By 
WILLIAM) PARK, Junr., Champion 
Golfer, 1887-89. With 17 Plates and 
26 Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
8vo., 75. 6d 

Payne-Gallwey (Sir RALPH, Bart.). 

LETTERS TO YOUNG SHOOTERS (First 
Series). On the Choiceand Use ofa Gun. 
With 41 Illustrations. Cr. 8vo., 75. 6d. 

LETTERS TO YOUNG SHOOTERS (Second 
Series). On the Production, Preserva- 
tion, and Killingof Game. With Direc- 
tions in Shooting Wood-Pigeons and 
Breaking-in Retrievers. With Por- 
trait and 103 Illustrations, Crown 
8vo., 125. 6d. 

LETTERS TO YOUNG SHOOTERS (Third 
Series). Comprising a Short Natural 
History of the Wildfowl that are Rare 
or Common to the British Islands, | 
with Complete Directions in Shooting | 
Wildfowl on the Coast and Inland. 
With 200 Illustrations, Cr. 8vo., 18s. 

Pole.—THE THEORY OF THE MODERN 
SCIENTIFIC GAME OF Waist. By 
WILLIAM POLE. Fep. 8vo., 25. 6d. 

Proctor._How To PLay WHIST: 
WITH THE LAWS AND ETIQUETTE OF 
Wuist. By RICHARD A. PROCTOR. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Ribblesdale.—TueE Queen’s Hounps 
AND STAG-HUNTING RECOLLECTIONS. 
By Lorp RIBBLESDALE, Master of the 
Buckhounds, 1892-95. With Introduc- 
tory Chapter on the Hereditary Master- 
ship by E. BuRROws. With 24 Plates 
and 35 Illustrations in the Text, in- 
cluding reproductions from Oil Paintings 
in the possession of Her Majesty the 
Queen at Windsor Castle and Cumber- 
land Lodge, Original Drawings by G. 
D. GILEs, and from Prints and Photo- 
graphs, 8vo., 255. 

Ronalds.—THE FLy-FIisHER’s ENTo- 
MOLOGY. By ALFRED RONALDS. With 
20 Coloured Plates. 8vo., 145. 

Thompson and Cannan. Hanp- 
IN-HAND FIGURE SKATING. By Nor- 
CLIFFE G. THOMPSON and F. Laura 
CANNAN, Members of the Skating Club. 
With an Introduction by Captain J. H. 
Tuomson, R.A. With IWustrations. 
16mo., 6s. 

Wileocks. THE SEA FISHERMAN: Com- 
prising the Chief Methods of Hook and 
Line Fishing in the British and other 
Seas, and Remarks on Nets, Boats, and 
Boating. By J. C. WiLcocks, Illustrated, 
Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Veterinary Medicine, &e. 
Steel (JOHN HENRY). 
A TREATISE ON THE DJSEASES OF THE 

Doc. With 88 Illustrations. 8vo., 
tos. 6d. 

A TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF 
THE Ox, With 11g Illustrations 
8vo., 155. 

A TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF THE 
SHEEP. With roo Illustrations, 8vo., 
12s. 

OUTLINES OF EQUINE ANATOMY: a 
Manual for the use of Veterinary 
Students in the Dissecting Room. 
Crown 8vo,, 75. 6d. 

Fitzwygram.--Horsks AND STARBLIS 
By Major-Gencral Sir F. FiTZwYGRAM, 
Bart. With 56 pages of Illustrations. 
8vo., 25. 6a, net, 

Schreiner.— THE ANGORA Goat 
(published under the auspices of the 
South African Angora Goat Breeders’ 
Association), and a Paper on the Ostrich 
(reprinted from the Zoologist for 
March, 1897). By S. C. CRONWRIGHT 
SCHRIENER. With 26 Illustrations, 
8vo., Ios. 6d. 

*‘Stonehenge.’—THE Doc IN HEALTH 
AND Disease. By ‘STONEHENGE’. 
With 78 Wood Engravings. 8vo., 75. 6d. 

Youatt (WILLIAM). 
THE Horst. Revised and enlaiged. By 

W. Watson, M.R.C.VS. With 52 
Wood Engravings. 8vo., 75. 6d. 

THE Doc. Revised andenlarged. With 
33 Wood Engravings. 8vo., 6s. 
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Mental, Moral, and Political Philosophy. 
LOGIC, RHETORIC, 

Abbott.—THE ELEMENTS OF LoGic, By 
T. K. AssoTt, B.D. 1amo., 35. 

Aristotle. 
THE Etuics: Greek Text, Illustrated 

with Essay and Notes. By SirALEX- 
ANDER GRANT, Bart. 2 vols, 8vo., 325. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO ARISTOTLE’S 
Etuics. Books I.-IV. (Book X. c. 
vi.-ix. in an Appendix.) With a con- 
tinuous Analysis and Notes. By the 
Rev. EDWARD Moore, D.D. Cr. 
8vo,, Ios. 6d. 

Bacon (FRANCIS). 
COMPLETE Works. Edited by R. L. 

ELLIs, JAMES SPEDDING, and D. D, 
HEATH. 7 vols. 8vo., £3 135. 6d. 

LETTERS AND LIFE, including all his 
occasional Works. Edited by JAMES 
SPEDDING. 7 vols. 8vo., £4 45. 

THE Essays: with Annotations. By 
RICHARD WHATELY, D.D.  8vo., 
tos. 6a, 

Tue Essays: Edited, with Notes. By 
F. Storr and C. H. Grsson. Cr, 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

Tue Essays. With Introduction, Notes, 
and Index. By E. A. Apsott, D.D. 
2vols, Fep. 8vo., 6s. The Text and 
Index only, without Introduction and 
Notes, in One Volume. Fcp. 8vo., 
2s. 6d. 

Bain (ALEXANDER). 
MENTAL SCIENCE. Crown 8vo., 6s. 6d. 
MOoRAL SCIENCE. Crown 8vo., 45. 6d. 

The two works as above can be had in one 
volume, price tos. 6d. 

SENSES AND THE INTELLECT. 8vo., 155. 
EMOTIONS AND THE WILL. 8vo., 155. 
Locic, DEDUCTIVE AND INDUCTIVE. 

Part I., 4s. Part II., 6s. 6d. 
PRACTICAL Essays. Crown 8vo., 2s. 

Bray.—THE PHILOSOPHY OF NECES- 
sity; or Law in Mind as in Matter. 
By CHARLES BRAY. Crown 8vo., 55. 

Crozier (JoHN BEATTIE). 
HISTORY OF INTELLECTUAL DEVELOP- 
MENT : on the Lines of Modern Evolu- 
tion. 
Vol. I. Greek and Hindoo Thought ; 

Grzeco-Roman Paganism; Judaism; 
and Christianity down to the Closing 
of the Schools of Athens by Justi- 
nian, 529 A.D. 8vo., 145. 

PSYCHOLOGY, &. 

Crozier (JOHN BEATTIE)—continued. 
CIVILISATION AND PROGRESS; being 

the Outlines of a New System of 
Political, Religious and Social Philo- 
sophy. 8vo., 145. 

Davidson.—THE Locic oF DEFINI- 
TION, Explained and Applied. By 
WILLIAM L. Davipson, M.A, Crown 
8vo., 65, 

Green (Tuomas HILL). The Works of. 
Edited by R. L. NETTLESHIP. 
Vols. I. and II. Philosophical Works 

8vo., 165. each. 
Vol. 1[I. Miscellanies. With Index to 

the three Volumes, and Memoir. 8vo., 
ais. 

LECTURES ON THE PRINCIPLES OF 
POLITICAL OBLIGATION. 8vo., 55. 

Hodgson (SHADWORTH H.). 
TIME AND SPACE: a Metaphysical 

Essay. 8vo., 165. 
THE THEORY OF PRACTICE: an Ethical 

Inquiry. 2vols. 8vo., 245. 
‘THE PHILOSOPHY OF REFLECTION. 2 

vols. 8vo., 2I5. 
THE METAPHYSIC OF EXPERIENCE. 4 

vols. I. General Analysis of Experi- 
ence. II. Positive Science. III. Anal- 
ysis of Conscious Action, IV. The 
Real Universe. 4 vols. 8vo., 365. net. 

Hume.—TueE PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS 
or Davip Hume. Edited by T. H. 
GREENand T, H.GRosE, 4vols. 8vo., 
56s. Or separately, Essays. 2 vols, 
28s. Treatise of Human Nature. 2 
vols, 28s, 

James.—THE WILL TO BELIEVE, and 
other Essays in Popular Philosophy. 
By WILLIAM James, M.D., LL.D., &c. 
Crown 8vo., 75. 6d. 

Justinian.— THE INsTiTUTES oF Jus- 
TINIAN: Latin Text, chiefly that of 
Huschke, wxh English Introduction, 
Translation, Notes, and Summary, By 
THomas C. SANDARS, M.A. 8vo., 185. 

Kant (IMMANUEL). 
CRITIQUE OF PRACTICAL REASON, AND 
OTHER WORKS ON THE THEORY OF 
Eruics, Translated byT. K. ABBOTT, 
B.D. With Memoir. 8vo., 125. 6d. 

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE 
METAPHYsIC OF Etuics.  Trans- 
lated by T. K. ABBoTT, B,D. Crown 
8vo., 35. 
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Mental, Moral and Political Philosophy—continued. 
Kant (IMMANUEL)—continued. 
INTRODUCTION TO LOGIC, AND HIS 
Essay ON THE MISTAKEN SUBTILTY 
OF THE Four Ficures, ‘Translated 
by T, K. ABBOTT, 8vo., 65. 

Killick.—HANpDBOOK TO MILL’s Sys- 
TEM OF LoGic. By Rev. A. H. KIL- 
LicK, M.A. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Ladd (GEORGE TRUMBULL). 

OUTLINES OF DESCRIPTIVE PSYCHO- 
LOGY : a Text-Book of Mental Science 
for Colleges and Normal Schools. 
8vo., 125. 

PHILOSOPHY OF KNOWLEDGE: an In- 
quiry into the Nature, Limits and 
Validity of Human Cognitive Faculty. 
8vo., 185. 

PHILOSOPHY OF MIND: an Essay on 
the Metaphysics of Psychology 8vo., 
165. 

ELEMENTS OF PHYSIOLOGICAL Psy- 
CHOLOGY, 8Vvo., 215. 

OUTLINES OF PHYSIOLOGICAL Psy- 
cHoLocy. A Text-Book of Mental 
Science for Academies and Colleges. 
8vo., 12s. 

PRIMER OF PSYCHOLOGY. Crown 8vo., 
gs. 6d. 

TLutoslawski.—THE ORIGIN AND 
GROWTH OF PLATO's Logic. By W. 
LUTOSLAWSKI. 8vo., 215. 

Max Miller (F.). 

Tile SCIENCE OF THOUGHT.  8vo,, 215. 

THREE INTRODUCTORY LECTURES ON 
THE SCIENCE OF THOUGHT. 8vo., 
2s, 6d, net. 

Mill.— ANALYSIS OF THE PHENOMENA 
OF THE HUMAN MIND, By JAMES 
MILL. 2 vols, 8vo., 28s. 

Mill (Jonn Stuart). 

A SYSTEM OF Locic. Cr. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 
Ow LIBERTY. Cr. 8vo,, Is. qa. 

CONSIDER ATIONS ON REPRESENTATIVE 
GOVERNMENT. Crown 8yo., 25. 

UTILITARIANISM. 8vo., 25. 6a. 

{ Mill (JoHN STUART)—continued. 
EXAMINATION OF SIR WILLIAM 
HAMILTON'S PHILOSOPHY. 8vo., 165. 

NATURE, THE UTILITY OF RELIGION, 
AND THEISM. Three Essays. 8vo., 55. 

Romanes.—MIND AND MOTION AND 
Monism, By GEORGE JOHN ROMANES, 
LL.D., F.R.S. Crown 8vo., 45. 6d. 

Stock (ST. GEORGE). 
DEDUCTIVE LoGic. Fep. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

LECTURES IN THE LYCEUM; or, Aris- 
totle’s Ethics for English Readers. 
Edited by St. GEORGE STOCK. 
Crown 8vo., 75. 6a. 

Sully (James). 

Tue HumMaN MIND: a Text-book of 
Psychology. 2vols. 8vo., 215, 

OUTLINES OF PSYCHOLOGY. Crown 
8VO., 95. 

THE TEACHER’S HANDBOOK OF Psy- 
CHOLOGY. Crown 8vo., 6s. 6d, 

STUDIES OF CHILDHOOD. 8vo. Ios. 6d. 

CHILDREN’S Ways: being Selections 
from the Author’s ‘Studies of Child- 
hood,’ with some additional Matter, 
With 25 Figures in the Text. Crown 
8vo., 45. 6d. 

Sutherland.— THE ORIGIN AND 
GROWTH OF THE MORAL INSTINCT. 
By ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND, M.A. 
2vols, 8vo., 285, 

Swinburne.—Picture Locic: an 
Attempt to Popularise the Science of 
Reasoning. By ALFRED JAMES SwIn- 
BURNE, M.A. With 23 Woodcuts. 
Crown 8vo., 55. 

Weber.—History oF PHILOSOPHY. 
By ALFRED WEBER, Professor in the 
University of Strasburg, Translated by 
FRANK THILLY, Ph.D. 8vo., 165. 

Whately (ARCHBISHOP). 

Bacon’s Essays. With Annotations. 
8vo., Ios, 6d. 

ELEMEN's OF Loaic. Cr. 8vo., 45. 6d. 

ELEMENTS OF RHETORIC. Cr. 8vo., 
4s. 6d. 

LESSONS ON REASONING. Fep. 8vo., 
Is, 6d, 
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Mental, Moral and Political Philosophy—condinued. 
Zeller (Dr Epwarp, Professor in the 

University of Berlin). 

THE Stoics, EPICUREANS, AND SCEP- 
Tics. Translated by the Rev, O. J. 
REICHEL, M.A. Crown 8vo., 155. 

OUTLINES OF THE HISTORY OF GREEK 
PHILOSOPHY. Translated by SARAH 
F. ALLEYNE and EVELYN ABBOTT. 
Crown 8vo., ros. 6d. 

Zeller (Dr Epwarb)--condinued. 
PLATO AND THE OLDER ACADEMY. 
Translated by SARAH F. ALLEYNE 
and ALFRED Goopwin, B.A. Crown 
8vo., 185. 

SOCRATES AND THE SOCRATICSCHOOLS. 
Translated by the Rev. O. J. REICHEL, 
MA _ Crown 8vo., tos. 6d. 

ARISTOTLE AND THE EARLIER PERI- 
PATETICS. ‘Translated by B. F. C. 
CosTELLOE, M.A., and J. H. Muir- 
HEAD, M.A. 2 vols. Cr. 8vo., 245. 

MANUALS OF CATHOLIC PHILOSOPHY. 

( Stonyhurst Series. ) 

A MANUAL OF POLITICAL ECONOMY. 
By C.S. Devas, M.A. Cr. 8vo,. 65. 6d. 

FIRST PRINCIPLES OF KNOWLEDGE. By 
JOHN RICKABY, $.J. Crown 8vo., 55. 

GENERAL METAPHysiIcs. By JOHN RICK- 
ABY, S.J. Crown 8vo., 55. 

Logic. By RICHARD F, CLARKE, S J. 
Crown 8vo., 55. 

MORAL PHILOSOPHY (ETHICS AND NATU- 
RAL Law). By JosEpH Rickaey, S.J. 
Crown 8vo., 55. 

NATURAL THEOLOGY. By BERNARD 
BOEDDER, S.J. Crown 8vo., 65. 6d. 

PsYCHOLOGY. By MICHAEL MAHER, 
S.J. Crown 8vo., 6s. 6d, 

History and Science of Language, &c. 
Davidson.—LEADING ANDIMPORTANT 
ENGLISH WorpDs~ Explained and Ex- 
emplified. By WILLIAM L. DAvib- 
son, M.A. Fep. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

Farrar.—LANGUAGE AND LANGUAGES. 
By F. W. Farrar, D.D., F.R.S., Cr. 
8vo., 65. 

Graham.—ENGLISH SYNONYMS, Class - 
fied and Explained: with Practical | 
Exercises. By G. F, GRAHAM. Feap 
8vo., 65. 

Max Miiller (F.). 

THE SCIENCE OF LANGUAGE, Founded | 
on Lectures delivered at the Royal 
Institution in 1861 and 1863. 2 vols. 
Crown 8vo,, tos. 

BIOGRAPHIES OF WORDS, AND THE 
HOME OF THE ARYAS. Crown 8vo., 
55. 

Max Miiller (F.)—continued. 

THREE LECTURES ON THE SCIENCE 
OF LANGUAGE, AND ITS PLACE IN 
GENERAL EDUCATION, delivered at 
Oxford, 1889. Crown 8vo., 35. net. 

Roget.— THESAURUS OF ENGLISH 
WorDS AND PHRASES. Classified and 
Arranged so as to Facilitate the Ex- 
pression of Ideas and assist in Literary 
Composition. By PETER MARK ROGET, 
M.D., F.R.S. Recomposed throughout, 
enlarged and improved, partly from the 
Author’s Notes, and with a full Index, 
by the Author's Son, JoHN Lewis 
ReGET. Crown 8vo., tos. 6d, 

Whately.—ENGLIsH Synonyms. By 
E. JANE WHATELY. Fcap. 8vo., 35. 
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Political Economy and Economics. 
Ashley.—ENGLisH Economic HisTORY 
AND THEORY. By W. J. ASHLEY. 
Cr. 8vo., Part I., 55. Part IT., ros. 6d. 

Bagehot.—Economic Stupies. By 
ALTER BAGEHOT. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6a. 

Brassey.— PAPERS AND ADDRESSES ON 
Work AND WaGEs. By Lord BRASSEY. 
Crown 8vo., 55. 

Channing.—THE TRUTH ABOUT AGRI- 
CULTURAL DEPRESSION: An Economic 
Study of the Evidence of the Royal 
Commission. By FRANCIS ALLSTON 
CHANNING, M.P., one of the Commis- 
sion. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Devas.—A MANUAL OF POLITICAL 
Economy. By C. S. Devas, M.A. 
Crown 8vo., 6s. 6d. 

Dowell.—A History oF TAXATION 
AND TAXES IN ENGLAND, from the 
Earliest Times to the Year 1885. By 
STEPHEN DOWELL (4 vols. 8vo.). Vols. 
I. and II. The History of Taxation, 
ats, Vols, III. and IV. The History of 
Taxes, 215. 

Jordan.—THE STANDARD OF VALUE. 
By WILLIAM LEIGHTON JORDAN. 
Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Macleod (HENRY DunNING). 
BIMETALISM. 8vo., 55. net. 
THE ELEMENTS OF BANKING. Crown 

8vo., 35. 6d. 
THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF BANK- 

ING. Vol. I. 8vo., ras. Vol. Il. 145. 

Macleod (HENRY DUNNING)—con?. 
THE THEORY OF CREDIT. 8vo. Vol. 

I. xos. net. Vol. II., Part 1, ros. net. 
Vol. II. Part II., ros. net. 

INDIAN CURRENCY. 8vo., 25. 6d. net. 
Mill.—Poriticat Economy, By JOHN 
STUART MILL, 

Popular Edition, Crown 8vo., 35 6d. 
Library Edition. 2vols. 8vo., 305. 

Mulhall.—INpDustTRizs AND WEALTH 
or Nations. By MICHAEL G. MuL- 
HALL, F.S.S. With 32 Full-page 
Diagrams. Crown 8vo., 85. 67. 

Soderini.—SociALIsM AND CATHOLI- 
CISM. From the Italian of Count 
EpwarRp SODERINI. By RICHARD 
JENERY-SHEE. With a Preface by 
Cardinal VAUGHAN. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Symes.—PouitTicaL Economy: a Short 
Text-book of Political Economy. With 
a Supplementary Chapter on Socialism. 
By J. E.Symes, M.A. Crown 8vo,, 25. 6d. 

Toynbee.—LECTURES ON THE IN- 
DUSTRIAL REVOLUTION OF THE 18th 
CENTURY IN ENGLAND. By ARNOLD 
ToynBEeeE. With a Memoir of the 
Author by BENJAMIN JowgTT, D.D, 
8vo., Tos. 6a. 

Webb (SIDNEY and BEATRICE). 
THE HisTORY OF TRADE UNIONISM. 
With Map and full Bibliography ot 
the Subject. 8vo., 18s. 

INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY: a Study in 
Trade Unionism. 2 vols. 8vo., 25s. net. 

PROBLEMS OF MODERN INDUSTRY. 
8vo., 75. 6d, 

STUDIES IN ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE. 

Issued under the auspices of the London School of Economics and Political Science. 

Tne History oF LOcAL RATES IN ENG- 
LAND: Five Lectures. By EDWIN 
CANNAN, M.A. Crown 8vo., 25. 6d. 

GERMAN SOCIAL DEMOCRACY. By 
BERTRAND RUSSELL, B.A. With an 
Appendix on Social Democracy and 
the Woman Question in Germany by 
ALYs RUSSELL, B.A. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

SELECT DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATING THE 
HIsTORY OF TRADE UNIONISM. 

1. The Tailoring Trade. Edited by 
W. F. GALTON. With a Preface 
by SipNEY Wess, LL.B. Crown 
8v0., 55. 

LocaL VARIATIONS OF RATES AND 
Waces. By F. W. Laurence, B.A., 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 

[/n the press. 

DEPLOIGE’S REFERENDUM EN SUISSE. 
Translated with Introduction and Notes, 
by C. P. TREVELYAN, M.A. 

[/2 preparation 

SELECT DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATING THE 
STATE REGULATION OF WAGES. 
Edited, with Introduction and Notes, 
by W. A. S. Hewins, M.A. 

(/” preparation. 

HUNGARIAN GILD REcorRDS. Edited by 
Dr. JULIUS MANDELLO, of Budapest. 

[/n preparation, 

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN ENGLAND 
AND THE HANSEATIC LEAGUE. By Miss 
E. A. MACARTHUR. = [/n preparation, 

THE Economic PoLicy OF COLBERT, 
By A.J. SARGENT, B.A. [/” preparation, 
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Evolution, Anthropology, &c. 
Clodd (Epwarp). 

‘THE STORY OF CREATION : a Plain Ac- 
count of Evolution, With 77 Illustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

A PRIMER OF EVOLUTION: being a 
Popular Abridged Edition of ‘The 
Story of Creation’. With Illus- 
trations. Fep. 8vo., 15. 6d. 

Lang.—Custom anp MyTH: Studies 
of Early Usage and Relief. By ANDREW 
LANG. With 15 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

Lubbock.—THE ORIGIN oF CIVILISA- 
TION and the Primitive Condition of 
Man. By Sir J. Lussock, Bart., M.P. 
With 5 Plates and 20 Illustrations in the 
Text. 8vo., 185. 

; Romanes (GeorGE Jonn). 
DARWIN, AND AFTER DARWIN: an Ex- 

position of the Darwinian Theory, 
and a Discussion on Post-Darwinian 
Questions. 
Part I THE DARWINIAN THEORY. 
With Portrait of Darwin and 125 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., ros. 6d, 

Part II. PosTt-DARWINIAN QUEs- 
TIONS: Heredity and Utility. With 
Portrait of the Author and 5 Illus- 
trations. Cr. 8vo., ros. 6d. 

Part III. Post-DARWINIAN QUES- 
TIONS: Isolation and Physiological 
Selection. Crown 8vo., 55. 

AN EXAMINATION OF WEISMANNISM, 
Crown 8vo., 6s, 

Essays. Edited by C.  Luioyp 
MorGAN, Principal of University 
College, Bristol. Crown 8vo., 65, 

Classical Literature, Translations, &c. 
Abbott.—HELienica. A Collection of 

Essays on Greek Poetry, Philosophy, 
History, and Religion, Edited by 
EVELYN ABBOTT, M.A., LL.D. Crown 
8vo.. 75. 6d, 

Z@schylus.—EuMENIDES oF AtscHy- 
Lus. With Metrical English Translation. 
By J. F. Davis, 8vo., 75. 

Aristophanes.—The ACHARNIANS OF 
ARISTOPHANES, translated into English 
Verse. By R. Y, TYRRELL. Cr. 8vo., 15. 

Aristotle—YoutH AND OLD AGE, 

Cicero.—CICERO’s CORRESPONDENCE, 
By R. ¥. TyRRELL. Vols. L, II., III. 
8vo., each 12s. Vol. IV., 15s. Vol 
V~, 145, 

Homer. — THE ILIAD oF HOMER. 
Freely rendered into English Prose for 
the use of those that cannot read the 
original. By SAMUEL BUTLER, Author 
of ‘Erewhon,’ ‘ Life and Habit,’ etc. 
Crown 8yo., 75. 6:7. 

Horace.—THE Works oF HORACE, 

LIFE AND DEATH, AND RESPIRATION.| Tendered into English Prose. With 
Translated, with Introduction and| Life, Introduction, and Notes. — By 
Notes, by W. OGLE, M.A. M.D.,| WILLIAM Coutts, M.A. Crown 8vo., 

F.R.C.P.  8vo., 75. 6d. 55. net. 

Becker (W. A.). Translated by the 
Rev. F. Metcalfe, B.D. 
GALLUS: or, Roman Scenes in the Time 

of Augustus. With 26 Illustrations. 
Post 8vo., 35. 6d. 

CHARICLES: or, Illustrations of the 
Private Life of the Ancient Greeks. 
With 26 Illustrations, Post 8vo., 35. 6a. 

Butler.— THE AUTHORESS OF THE 
ODYSSEY, WHERE AND WHEN SHE 
WROTE, WHO SHE WAS, THE USE SHE 
MADE OF THE ILIAD, AND HOW THE 
POEM GREW UNDER HER HANDS. By 
SAMUEL BUTLER, Author of ‘ Erewhon,’ 
&c. With 14 Illustrations and 4 Maps. 
8vo., 10s. 6d. 

Lang.—HoMER AND THE Epic. By 
ANDREW LANG. Crown 8vo., gs. net. 

Lucan.—THE PHARSALIA OF LUCAN. 
Translated into Blank Verse. By 
Sir EDwaRD RIDLEY. 8vo., 145. 

Mackail._SELECT EPIGRAMS FROM 
THE GREEK ANTHOLOGY. By J. W. 
MACKAIL. Edited witha Revised Text, 
Introduction, Translation, and Notes 
8vo., 165. 

Rich.—A DIcTIONARY oF ROMAN AND 
GREEK ANTIQUITIES. By A. RICH, 
B.A. With 2000 Woodcuts. Crown 
8vo., 75. Od. 
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Classical Literature, Translations, &c. 

Sophocles.—tTranslated into English 
Verse. By ROBERT WHITELAW, M.A.,, 
Assistant Master in Rugby School, Cr, 
8vo., 85. 6d. 

Tacitus.—THE History or P. Cor- 
NELIUS TACITUS. Translated into 
English, with an Introduction and 
Notes, Critical and Explanatory, by 
ALBERT WILLIAM QUILL, M.A, 
T.C.D. 2 Vols. Vol. L, 8vo., 75. 62., 
Vol. IL, 8vo., ras. 6d. 

Tyrrell.—-TRANSLATIONS INTO GREEK 
AND LATIN VERSE. Edited by R. Y. 
TYRRELL. 8vo., 6s. 

continued. 

Virgil.—THE AENEID OF VIRGIL. Trans- 
lated into English Verse by JOHN Con- 
INGTON. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

THE PorEMS OF VIRGIL. Translated 
into English Prose by JOHN CONING- 
TON. Crown 8vo., 65. 

THE AENEID OF VIRGIL, freely translated 
into English Blank Verse. By W. J. 
THORNHILL. Crown 8vo., 75. 6d. 

THE AENEID OF VIRGIL. Translated 
into English Verse by JAMES 
RHOADES. 
Books I.- VI. Crown 8vo., 5s. 
Books VII.-XII. Crown 8vo., 55. 

Poetry and the Drama. 

Allingham (WILLIAM). 

IRISH SONGS AND POEMS. With Fron- 
tispiece of the Waterfall of Asaroe. 
Fep. 8vo., 65. 

LAURENCE BLOOMFIELD. With Por- 
trait of the Author. Fep. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

DAY AND NIGHT 
Soncs; BALLADS. With 2 Designs 
by D. G. Rossetti. Fep. 8vo., 65.; 
large paper edition, 12s. 

FLOWER PIECES; 

LIFE AND PHANTASY: with Frontis- 
piece by Sir J. E. MIL ats, Bart., 
and Design by ARTHUR HUGHES. 
Fep. 8vo., 6s. ; large paper edition, 12s. 

THOUGHT AND WoRD, AND ASHBY | 
MANOR: a Play. Fep. 8vo., 6s. ; large | 
paper edition, 12s. l 

BLACKBERRIES. Imperial 16mo., 6s. | 

Sets of the above 6 vols. may be had in| 
untform half-parchment binding, price 305. | 

Armstrong (G. F. SAvAGE),. 

PorEMs: Lyrical and Dramatic. 
8vo., 6s. 

Kine SAuL. (The Tragedy of Israel, 
Part I.) Fep. 8vo., 55. 

KinG Davin, (The Tragedy of Israel, 

Fep. 

Part II.) Fep. 8vo., 65. 

Armstrong (G.F.SAVAGE)—continued. 

KinG SoLtomon. (The Tragedy of 
Israel, Part III.) Fep. 8vo., 6s. 

UGONE: a Tragedy. Fep. 8vo., 6s. 

A GARLAND FROM GREECE: Poems. 
Fep. 8vo., 75. 6d. 

STORIES OF WICKLOW: Poems, 
8vo., 75. 6a. 

MEPHISTOPHELES IN BROADCLOTH: a 
Satire. Fep. 8vo., 45. 

ONE IN THE INFINITE: a Poem, 
8vo., 75. 6d. 

Armstrong.—THE PoETICAL WorKS 
oF EDMUND J. ARMSTRONG. Fep. 
8v0., 55. 

Fep. 

Cr 

Arnold.—TuHE LIGHT OF THE WORLD: 
or, the Great Consummation. By Sir 
EDWIN ARNOLD. With rq Illustra- 
tions after HOLMAN Hunt. Crown 
8vo., 65. 

Beesly (A. H.). 
BALLADS, AND OTHER VERSE. 

8v0., 55. 

DANTON, AND OTHER VERSE. 
8vo., 4s. 6a. 

Bell (Mrs. Hueu). 
CHAMBER COMEDIES: a Collection ot 

Plays and Monologues for the Draw- 
ing Room. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Farry TALE PLays, AND How To ACT 
THEM. With 91 Diagrams and 52 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Fep. 

Fep. 



LONGMANS & CO’S STANDARD AND GENERAL WORKS. 
—— 19 

Poetry and the Drama—continued. 
Cochrane (ALFRED), 

‘THE KESTREL’s NEST,and other Verses. 
Fep. 8vo., 35. 6a. 

LEVIORE PLECTRO: Occasional Verses. 
Fep. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Douglas. — PorEms or a CouNTRY 
GENTLEMAN. By Sir GEoRGE Douc- 
LAS, Bart. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Goethe. 
Faust, Part I., the German Text, with 

Introduction and Notes, By ALBERT 
M. SELss, Ph.D., M.A. Cr. 8vo., 55. 

THE FIRST PART OF THE TRAGEDY 
OF GOETHE’S FAUST IN ENGLISH. 
By THos. E. Wesr, LL.D. New 
and Cheaper Edition, with the Death 
of Faust, from the Second Part. 
Crown 8vo., 65. 

Gurney (Rev. ALFRED, M.A.). 

DAyY-DREAMS: Poems. Cr. 8vo, 35. 6d. 

Love's FRUITION, and other Poems. 
Fep. 8vo., 25. 6d, 

Hampton.—For REMEMBRANCE. 
Record of Life’s Beginnings. Three 
Poetical Quotations for Every Day in 
the Year for Birth, Baptism, Death. 
Illustrative of our Life, Temporal, Spirit- 
ual, Eternal. Interleaved for Names. 
Compiled by the Lady LauRA Hamp- 
TON. Fecp. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Ingelow (JEAN). 
POETICAL WORKS. 2vols. Fep,8vo., 125. 
Complete in One Volume. Crown 
8vo., 75. 6d. 

LYRICAL AND OTHER PorMs. Selected 
from the Wiitings of JEAN INGELow. 
Fep. 8vo., 25. 6d.; cloth plain, 35. 
cloth gilt. 

Lang (ANDREW). 

GRASS OF PARNASSUS. 
2s. 6d. net. 

THE BLUE PoETRY Book. Edited by 
ANDREW LANG. With too IIlustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Fep. 8vo., 

Layard.—soncs IN MANY Moons. 
By NinéA F. Layarp. And THe 
WANDERING ALBATROSS, &c. By 
ANNIE CORDER. In one volume. 
Crown 8vo., 55. 

A! 

Lecky.—Porms. By W. E. H. Lecky. 
Fep. 8vo., 55. 

Lytton (THE Ear or) 
MEREDITH). 

THE WANDERER. Cr. 8vo., ros. 6:1. 

LucILe. Crown 8vo., tos. 6d. 

SELECTED PorEMS. Cr. 8vo., ros, 6. 

(OWEN 

Macaulay.—Lays oF ANCIENT RoME, 
WiTH IvRY, AND THE ARMADA. By 
Lord MACAULAY. 
lllustrated by G. SCHARF. 

tos. 6d, 
Fep. 4to., 

————— Bijou Edition. 
18mo., 25. 6d., gilt top. 

Popular Edition, 
Fep. qto., 6d. sewed, 1s. cloth. 

Tlustrated by J. R. WEGUELIN. Crown 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

Annotated Edition. 
sewed, 15, 6d. cloth. 

Fep. 8vo., Is. 

MacDonald (Grorce, LL.D.). 
A Book OF STRIFE, IN THE FORM OF 

THE DIARY OF AN OLD SOUL: Poems. 
18mo., 65. 

RAMPOLLI: GROWTHS FROM A LONG- 
PLANTED ROOT; being Translations, 
new and old (mainly in verse), chiefly 
from the German; along with ‘A 
Year’s Diary of an Old Soul’, Crown 
8vo., 65. 

Moffat.—CricKETY CRICKET: Rhymes 
and Parodies. By DoUGLAS MoFFAT. 
With Frontispiece by Sir FRANK Lork- 
woop, Q.C., M.P., and 53 Ilustrations 
by the Author, Crown 8vo., 25. 6d. 

Morris (WILLIAM). 

POETICAL WORKS—LIBRARY EDITION. 
Complete in Ten Volumes. Crown 

Svo., pride 61 each i— 
THE EARTHLY PARADISE. 4 vols, 

each, 

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF JASON. 65. 

THE DEFENCE OF GUENEVERE, and 
other Poems. 6s. 

THE Story OF SIGURD THE VOLSUNG, 
and the Fall of the Niblungs. 6s. 

LOVE Is ENOUGH; or, The Freeing of 
Pharamond : a Morality ; and PozMs 
BY THE WAY. 65, 

6s. 
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Poetry and the Drama——continued. 
Morris (WILLIAM)—continued. 
THE ObyssEY OF HomeER. Done into 

English Verse. 6s. 
THE AENEIDS OF VIRGIL. 

English Verse. 65. 
Done into 

Certain of the Poetical Works may also be 
had in the following Editions :— 

THE EARTHLY PARADISE. 
Popular Edition. § vols.  12mo., 

255.3 or 5s. each, sold separately. 
The same in Ten Parts, 255. ; or 2s. 6d. 

each, sold separatcly. 
Cheap Edition, inrvol. Cr. 8vo., 7s. 6d. 
Love 1s ENouGH; or, The Freeing of 
Pharamond: a Morality. Square 
crown 8vo., 75. 6d. 

POEMS BY THE WAY. 
8vo., 6s. 

*,* For Mr. William Morris's Prose 
Works, see pp. 22 and 31. 

Square crown 

Nesbit.—Lays AND LEGENDs. By E. 
NEssit (Mrs. HUBERT BLAND). First 
Series. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. Second 
Series, with Portrait. Crown 8vo., 55. 

Riley (JAMzs Wuircoms). 
OLD FASHIONED ROSES Poems. 

t2mo., 55. 
A CHILD-WoRLD Poems. Fep. 8vo. 

J. 

Rondryét oF Doc SiFERS. With 43 
Illustrations by M_ RELYEA. 
Crown 8vo., 65, 

THE GOLDEN YEAR. From the Verse 
and Prose of JAMES WHITCOMB 
RILEY. Compiled by CLARA E. 
LAUGHLIN. Fcp. 8vo. 

Romanes.—A SELECTION FROM THE 
POEMS OF GEORGE JOHN ROMANES, 
M.A., LL.D,, F.R.S. With an Intro- 
duction by T. HeRBERT WARREN, 
President of Magdalen College, Oxford, 
Crown 8vo,, 45. 6d. 

Russell.—SONNETS ON THE SONNET: 
an Anthology compiled by the Rev. 
MATTHEW RUSSELL, S.J. Crown 8vo., 
35. 6d. 

Shakespeare.—BOwWDLER’s FAMILY 
SHAKUSPEARE. With 36 Woodcuts. 
zt vol, 8vo., 14s. Or in 6 vols. Fep. 
8vo., 2T5. 

THE SHAKESPEARE BIRTHDAY BOOK. 
By Mary F. DUNBAR, 32mo., 1s. 6d. 

Tupper.—Poems. By JoHN Lucas 
Tupper. Selected and Edited by 
WILLIAM MICHAEL ROsSETTI. Crown 
8vo., 55. 

Wordsworth.—SELECTED POEMS. 
By ANDREW LANG. With Photo- 
gravure Frontispiece of Rydal Mount. 
With 16 Illustrations and numerous 
Initial Letters By ALFRED PARSONS, 
AR.A. Crown 8vo., gilt edges, 35. 6d. 

Wordsworth and Coleridge.—A 
DESCRIPTION OF THE WORDSWORTH 
AND COLERIDGE M.ANUSCKIPTS IN THE 
PossESSION OF Mr. T. NORTON LONG- 
MAN. Edited, with Notes, by W. HALE 
WHITE. With 3 Facsimile Reproduc- 
tions. 4to., 10s. 6d. 

Fiction, Humour, &c. 
Allingham.—Crookep Parus. 

FRANCIS ALLINGHAM. Cr. 8vo., 65 
Anstey.—Voces PopuLi. Reprinted 

from ‘Punch’. By F. ANSTEY. First 
Series. With 20 Hlustrations by J. 
BERNARD PARTRIDGE. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Beaconsfield (THE EARL oF). 
NOVELS AND TALES. 

By 

Complete in 11 vols. Cr. 8vo., 15. 6d. 
each. 

Vivian Grey. | Sybil. 
TheYoungDuke, &c. | Henrietta Temple. 
Alroy, Ixion, &c. | Venetia. 
Contarini Fleming, | Coningsby. 

Re, Lothair. 
Tancred., Endymion. 
NOVELS AND TALES. The Hughenden 

Edition. With 2 Portraits and rr 
Vignettes. 11 vols. Cr. 8vo., 425. 

‘Deland (MARGARET). 

PHILIP AND HIS WIFE, Cr. 8vo., 25. 6d. 

THE WISDOM OF FOOLS: Stories, Cr 
8vo., 55. 

OLD CHESTER TALES. Crown 8vo 

Diderot.— RAMEAU’s NEPHEW: a 
Translation from Diderot's utographic 
Text. By SyLvIA MARGARET HILL 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6:2, 

Dougall.— Brccars ALL. By L 
DouUGALL, Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 
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Fiction, Humour, &¢.—continued. 

Doyle (A. Conan). 
MICAH CLARKE: a Tale of Monmouth’s 

Rebellion. With ro Illustrations. 
Cr. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

THE CAPTAIN OF THE POLESTAR, and 
other Tales. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6c. 

THE REFUGEES: a Tale of the Hugue- 
nots, With 25 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

THE STARK-MUNRO LETTERS. Cr. 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

Farrar (F. W., Dean of Canterbury). 
DARKNESS AND DAWN: or, Scenes in 

the Days of Nero. An Historic Tale. 
Cr. 8vo., 75. 6a. 

GATHERING CLOUDS: a Tale of the 
Days of St. Chrysostom. Crown 
8vo., 75. 6d. 

Fowler (EpirH H.). 
THE YOUNG PRETENDERS, A Story of 

Child Life. With 12 Illustrations by 
PHILIP BURNE-JONES. Cr. 8vo.. 65. 

THE PROFESSOR’S CHILDREN, With 
24 Illustrations by ErHeL Kate 
BurGEss. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Froude.—THE Two CuieFrs or Dun- 
Boy: an Irish Romance of the Last 
Century. By JAMzS A, FROUDE, Cr. 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

Gilkes.—KaALuistratus: An Autobio- 
graphy. A Story of the Hannibal and 
the Second Punic War. By A. H. 
GILKEs, M.A., Master of Dulwich Col- 
lege. With 3 Illustrations by MAURICE 
GREIFFENHAGEN. Crown 8vo., 65. 

Graham.—THE RED Scaur: a Story 
of the North Country. By P. ANDER- 
SON GRAHAM. Crown 8vo., 65. 

Gurdon.—MEMORIES AND FANCIES: 
Suffolk Tales and other Stories; Fairy 
Legends; Poems; Miscellaneous Arti- 
cles. By the late LADY CAMILLA 
Gurpon, Author of ‘Suffolk Folk- 
Lore’. Crown 8vo., 55. 

Haggard (H. RIDER). 
HEART OF THE WorLD., With 15 

Illustrations, Crown 8vo., 35. 6a. 
Joan HasTE. With 2o Illustrations. 

Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 
Tue PEOPLE OF THE MIsT. With 16 

Tilustrations. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 
MOoNTEZUMA’S DAUGHTER. With 24 

Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 
SHE. With 32 Illustrations. Cr. 8vo. 

gs. Od. 

Haggard (H. RipER)—continued, 

ALLAN QUATERMAIN. With 31 Illus- 
trations. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

Marwa’s REVENGE. Crown 8vo., rs. 6d, 
COLONEL QuaRITCH, V.C. Cr. 8vo., 

35. 6d, 
CLEOPATRA. With 29 [Illustrations 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

BEATRICE. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 
Eric BRIGHTEYES. With 51 [llustra- 

tions. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6a. 
NADA THE LILy. With 23 Iilustra- 

tions. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 
ALLAN's WIFE. With 34 Illustrations. 

Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 
THE Witcu’s HEAv. With 16 Illus- 

trations. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 
Mr. MEESON’S WILL. With 16 Illus- 

trations. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 
DAWN. With 16 Illustrations. 

8vo, 35. 6d, 

Haggard and Lang.—THE WorLD’s 
DEsirRE. By H. RripER HAGGARD and 
ANDREW LANG. With 27 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Harte.— IN THE CARQUINEZ Woops, 
and other Stories. By BRET HARTER. 
Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Hope.—THe HEART OF PRINCESS 
Qsra. By ANTHONY Hope. With 9 
Illustrations by JOHN WILLIAMSON, 
Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Hornung.—THE UNBIDDEN GUEST. 
By E. W. HornunG. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Jerome.—SKETCHES IN LAVENDER: 
Blue and Green. By JEROME K. 
JeROME, Author of ‘Three Men in a 
Boat,’ &c. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Joycee.— OLD CELTIC ROMANCES: 
Twelve of the most beautiful of the 
Ancient Irish Romantic Tales. Trans- 
lated from the Gaelic. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d, 

Iang.—A Monk oF FIFE: a Story of 
the Days of Joan of Arc. By ANDREW 
LANG. With 13 Illustrations by SELWYN 
IMAGE. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Levett-Yeats (S.). 
THE CHEVALIER D’AURIAC. 

8vo., 65. 
A GALAHAD OF THE CREEKS, and 

other Stories. Crown 8vo., 6s. 
THE HEART OF DENIsF, and other 

Stories. Crown 8vo., 6s 

Crown 

Crown 
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Fiction, Humour, &c.—continued. 
Lyall (Epna). 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A SLANDER. 

Fep. 8vo., 15. sewed. 
Presentation Edition. 

trations by LANCELOT SPEED. 
8vo., 25. 6d, net. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A TRUTH. 
Fep. 8vo., 15. sewed ;_ 1s. 6d. cloth 

DorEEN: The Story of a Singer. 
8vo., 65. 

WAYFARING MEN. Crown 8vo., 6s. 
Hope THE HERMIT: a Romance of 

Borrowdale. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Melville (G. J. WnyTe). 

The Gladiators. : Holmby House. 
The Interpreter. Kate Coventry. 
Good for Nothing. Digby Grand. 
The Queen’s Maries. | General Bounce. 

Cr, 8vo,, 8, 6d.-each. 

Merriman.—FLorsam : a Story of the 
Indian Mutiny. By HENRY SETON MER- 
RIMAN. With Frontispiece and Vignette 
by H.G. Massey, A.R.E. Crown 8vo., 
3s. 6d. 

Morris (WILLIAM). 
THE SUNDERING FLOOD. 

7s. 6d. 
THE WATER OF THE WONDROUS ISLES. 
Crown 8vo., 75. 6d. 

THE WELL AT THE WORLD'S END. 2 
vols., 8vo., 285. 

THESTORY OF THE GLITTERING PLAIN, 
which has been also called The Land 
of the Living Men, or The Acre of 
the Undying. Square post 8vo., 55. 
net. 

THE ROOTS OF THE MOUNTAINS, 
Written in Prose and Verse. Square 
crown 8vo., 85. 

A TALE OF THE HOUSE OF THE WOLF- 
INGS. Written in Prose and Verse. 
Square crown 8vo., 6s. 

A DREAM OF JOHN BALL, AND A 
KING's LESSON, tI2mo., Is. 6d. 

News FROM NOWHERE; or, An Epoch 
of Rest. Post 8vo., 15. 6d. 

*,* For Mr. William Morris’s Poetical 
Works, see p. I9. 

Newman (CarpinaL). 

Loss AND GAIN: The Story of a Con- 
vert. Crown 8vo. Cabinet Edition, 
6s.; Popular Edition, 35. 6d. 

CALuLIsTaA: A Tale of the Third Cen- 
tury. Crown 8vo. Cabinet Edition, 
6s.; Popular Edition, 35. 6d, 

With 20 Illus- 
Crs 

Cr. 

Crown 8vo., 

Oliphant.—OLp MR. TREDGOLD. By 
Mrs. OLIPHANT. Crown 8vo., 2s. 6d. 

Phillipps-Wolley.—SnapP: a Legend 
of the Lone Mountain. By C. PHIL- 
LIPPS-WOLLEY. With 13 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Quintana.—THE CID CAMPEADOR: 
an Historical Romance. By 
ANTONIO DE TRUEBA Y LA QUINTANA, 
Translated from the Spanish by HENRY 
J. Git, M.A., T.C.D. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Rhoscomyl (OWEn). 
THE JEWEL oF YNyS GALON: being 

a hitherto unprinted Chapter in the 
History of the Sea Rovers. With 12 
Illustrations by LANCELOT SPEED. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

BATTLEMENT AND TOWER: a Romance. 
With Frontispiece by R. CATON 
WoovDvVILLE. Crown 8vo., 6s, 

FoR THE WHITE ROSE OF ARNO: A 
Story of the Jacobite Rising of 1745. 
Crown 8vo., 65. 

Sewell (ELIZABETH M.). 
A Glimpse of the World. | Amy Herbert. 
Laneton Parsonage. Cleve Hall. 
Margaret Percival. Gertrude. 
Katharine Ashton. Home Life. 
The Earl’s Daughter. After Life. 
The Experience of Life. | Ursula. Ivors. 
Cr. 8vo., 1s. 6d. each, cloth plain. 2s. 6d. 

each, cloth extra, gilt edges. 

Stevenson (Roser? Louis). 
THE STRANGE Case oF DR. JEKYLL 

AND Mr. Hype. Fep. 8vo., 1s. 
sewed, Is. 6¢. cloth. 

THE STRANGE CASE OF Dr. JEKYLL 
AND MR. HyDE; with Other Fables. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

More New ARABIAN NIGHTS—THE 
DYNAMITER. By RoBerT Louis 
STEVENSON and FANNY VAN DE 
GRIFT STEVENSON. Crown 8vo., 
35. 6a. 

THE WronG Box. By Rosert Louis 
STEVENSON and LLOYD OsBouRNE. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Suttner.— Lay Down Your ARMs 
(Die Wagen Nieder): The Autobio- 
graphy of Martha Tilling. By BeRTHA 
VON SUTTNER. Translated by T. 
HOLMES. Crown 8vo., 15. 6d. 

Taylor.— Harty ITALIAN LOVE- 
STORIES, Edited and Retold by UNA 
TAYLOR. With 12 Illustrations by H. 
J. Forp, 
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Fiction, Humour, &¢.—continued. 
Trollope (ANTHONY). 
THE WARDEN. Cr. 8vo., ts. 6a. 
BARCHESTER TOWERS. Cr. 8vo., Is. 6d. 

Walford (L. B.), 
LEDDY MARGET. Crown 8vo., 6s. 
Iva KILDARE: a Matrimonial Problem. 
Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Mr. SMITH : a Part of his Life. Crown 
8vo., 25. 6d. - 

THE Bagy's GRANDMOTHER. Crown 
8vo., 25. 6d 

Cousins. Crown 8vo., 25. 6d. 
TROUBLESOME DAUGHTERS. Crown 

8vo., 2s. 6d. 
PAULINE. Crown 8vo., 25. 6d. 
Dick NETHERBY. Crown 8vo., 25, 6d. 
Tue History oF A WEEK. Crown 

8vo0. 25. 6d. 
ASTIFF-NECKED GENERATION, Crown 

8vo. 2s. 6d. 
NAN, and other Stories. Cr. 8vo., 25. 6d. 
THE MISCHIEF OF MONICA. Crown 

8vo., 25. 6d. 
THE ONE GooD GuEST. Cr. 8vo. 25. 6d, 
‘ PLOUGHED,’ and other Stories. Crown 

8vo., 25. 6a. 
THE MATCHMAKER. Cr. 8vo., 25. 6d. 

Watson.—RaciInG AND CHASING: a 
Volume of Sporting Stories and 
Sketches. By ALFRED E. T. WaAr- 
SON, Editor of the ‘Badminton Maga- 
zine’, With 52 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo., 75. 6d. 

Weyman (STANLEY). 

THE HOUSE OF THE WOLF. Cr. 8vo., 
35. 6d. 

A GENTLEMAN OF FRANCE. Cr. 8vo., 65. 

THE REDCOCKADE. Cr. 8vo., 6s. 

SHREWSBURY. With 24 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo., 65. 

Whishaw (FReEp.). 
ABOYAR OF THE TERRIBLE: a Romance 

of the Court of Ivan the Cruel, First 
Tzar of Russia. With 12 Illustrations 
by H. G. Masszy, A.R.E. Cr. 8vo., 
6s. 

A TSAR's GRATITUDE. Cr. 8vo., 6s. 

Woods.—WEEPING FERRY, and other 
Stories. By MarGaret L. Woops, 
Author of ‘A Village Tragedy’, Crown 
8vo., 65, 

Popular Science (Natural History, &e.). 
Butler.—Our HovusevHoip Insects. ' 
An Account of the Insect-Pests found 
in Dwelling-Houses. By EDWARD A. 
BuTLER, B.A., B.Sc. (Lond.). With 
113 Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Furneaux (W.). 
THE OUTDOOR WORLD; or, The Young 

Collector’s Handbook. With 18 
Plates, 16 of which are coloured, 
and 549 Illustrations in the Text. 
Crown 8vo., 75. 6d. 

BUTTERFLIES AND Morus (British). 
With 1r2 coloured Plates and 241 
Illustrations in the Text. Crown 8vo., 
qs. 6d. 

LiFe IN PONDS AND STREAMS. With 
8 coloured Plates and 331 Illustra- 
tions in the Text. Cr. 8vo., 75. 6d. 

Hartwig (Dr. GEorGE). 
Tue SEA AND ITS LIVING WONDERS. 

With 12 Plates and 303 Woodcuts. 
8vo., 75. net. 

THE ‘TROPICAL WoRLD. With 8 Plates 
and 172 Woodcuts. 8vo., 75. net. 

THE POLAR WORLD. With 3 Maps, 8 
Plates and 85 Woodcuts. 8vo., 75. net. 

Hartwig (Dr. GEORGE)—continued. 

THE SUBTERRANEAN WORLD. With 
3Mapsand 80 Woodcuts. 8vo., 75. net. 

THE AERIAL WORLD. With Map, 8 
Plates and 60 Woodcuts. 8vo., 75. net. 

HEROES OF THE POLAR WORLD. 19 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 25. 

WONDERS OF THE TROPICAL FORESTS. 
40 Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 25. 

WORKERS UNDER THE GROUND. 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 2s. 

MARVELS OVER OUR HEADS. 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 2s. 

SEA MONSTERS AND SEA BIRDS. 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 25. 6. 

DENIZENS OF THE DEEP. 117 IlIlus- 
trations, Crown 8vo., 25. 6d. 

VOLCANOES AND EARTHQUAKES, 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 25. 6d. 

WILD ANIMALS OF THE TROPICS. 
66 Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

29 

29 

75 

30 

Helmholtz.—PoruLar LECTURES ON 
SCIENTIFIC SUBJECTS. By HERMANN 
VON HELMHOLTZ. With 68 Woodcuts. 
2vols. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d, each, 



24 LONGMANS & CO.'S STANDARD AND GENERAL WORKS. 

Popular Science (Natural History, &c.). 

Hudson (W. H.). 
BRITISH BiRDS. With a Chapter on 

Structure and Classification by FRANK 
E. BEDDARD, F.R.S. With 16 Plates 
(8 of which are Coloured), and over 
roo Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
8vo., 75. 6d. 

BIRDS IN LONDON. With 17 Plates 
and rg Illustrations in the Text. 8vo., 
12s. 

Proctor (RICHARD A.). 

LIGHT SCIENCE FOR LEISURE Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

vols. Crown 8vo., 55. each vol. 
Cheap edition, Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

RouGH WAYS MADE SMUOTH. Fami- 
liar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

PLEASANT Ways 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

NATURE STuDIES. By R. A. PROCTOR, 
GRANT ALLEN, A. WILSON, T. 

IN SCIENCE. 

FosTER and E. CLopp. Crown 
8Bvo., 35. 6d. 

LEISURE READINGS. By R. A. PRoc- 
Tor, E. Cropp, A. WILson, T. 
FosTER, and A. C. RANYARD. Cr. 
8vo0., 35. 6d. 

** For Mr, Proctor’s other books see 
Messrs. Longmans & Co.'s Catalogue of 
Scientific Works. 

Stanley.—A FamiyiarR History oF 
Birps. By E. STanuey, D.D., for- 
merly Bishop of Norwich. With 160 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Wood (Rev. J. G.). 

HOMES WITHOUT HANDS: a Descrip- 

Wood (Rev. J. G.)—continued. 

INSECTS AT HOME. a Popular Account 
of British Insects, their Structure, 
Habits and Transformations. With 
zoo Illustrations. 8vo., 75. net. 

INSECTS ABROAD: a Popular Account 
of Foreign Insects, their Structure, 
Habits and Transformations. With 
600 Illustrations. 8vo., 75. net. 

BIBLE ANIMALS: a _ Description of 
every Living Creature mentioned in 
the Scriptures. With rre Illustra- 
tions. 8vo., 75. net. 

PETLAND REVISITED. With 33 Illus- 
trations. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Our oF Doors; a Selection of Origi- 
nal Articles on Practical Natural 
History. With rz Illustrations. Cr. 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

STRANGE DWEL1INGS: a Description 
of the Habitations of Animals, 
abridged from ‘Homes without 
Hands’ With 60 Illustrations. Cr. 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

BirD LIFE OF THE BIBLE, 32 Illustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

WONDERFUL NESTS. 30 Illustrations, 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

HOMES UNDER THE GROUND. 28 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

WILD ANIMALS OF THE BIBLE. 29 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

DOMESTIC ANIMALS OF THE BIBLE. 
23 lllustrations. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

THE BRANCH BUILDERS. 28 IIlustra- 

tion of the Habitation of Animals, tions, Crown 8vo., 25. 6d. 
classed according | to the Principle of SociAL HABITATIONS AND PARASITIC 
Construction, With 14o Illustrations. NESTS. 18 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo., 75. net. 8v0., 25. 

Works of Reference. 
Longmans’ GAZETTEER OF THE, Maunder (Samuel)—continued. 
WORLD. Edited by GEORGE G. CuIs- TREASURY OF GEOGRAPHY, Physical, 
HOLM, M.A., B.Sc. Imp. 8vo., £2 2s. 
cloth, £2 12s. 6d. half-morocco. 

Maunder (Samuel). 

BIOGRAPHICAL TREASURY. With Sup- 
plement brought down to 1889. By 
Rev. JAMES Woop, Fep. 8vo., 6s. 

Historical, Descriptive, and Political. 
With 7 Maps and 16 Plates. Fep. 
8vo., 65. 

THE TREASURY OF BIBLE KwNow- 
LEDGE. By the Rev. J. AYRE, M.A. 
With 5 Maps, 15 Plates, and 300 
Woodcuts. Fep. 8vo., 6s. 
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Works of Reference—continued. 

Maunder (Samuel)—continued. 

TREASURY OF KNOWLEDGE AND 
LIBRARY OF REFERENCE. Fep. 8vo., 
65. 

HISTORICAL TREASURY : Fep. 8vo., 6s. 

SCIENTIFIC AND LITERARY TREASURY. 
Fep. 8vo., 6s. 

THE TREASURY OF BOTANY. Edited 
by J. LIinpDLey, F.R.S., and T. 
Moore, F.L.S. With 274 Wood- 
cuts and 20 Steel Plates. 2 vols. 
Fey. 8vo., 125. 

Children’ 

Buckland.—Two LitTLe RuNAwaAys. 
Adapted from the French of Louis 
DESNOYERS. By JAMES BUCKLAND. 
With rxo Illustrations by CEcIL ALDIN. 

Crake (Rev. A. D.). 
Epwy THE FAIR; or, the First Chro- 

nicleof Zscendune. Crown 8vo.,25.6¢. 

ALFGAR THE DANE: or,the Second Chro- 
nicle of Ascendune. Cr. 8vo., 2s. 6d. 

Tue RIvAL HEIRS: being the Third 
and Last Chronicle of A®scendune. 
Crown 8vo., 25. 6d. 

Tue House OF WALDERNE. A Tale 
of the Cloister and the Forest in the 
Days of the Barons’ Wars. Crown 
8vo., 25. 6a. 

BRIAN Firz-Count. A Story of Wal- 
lingford Castle and Dorchester Abbey. 
Crown 8vo., 25. 6d. 

Lang (ANDREW)—EDITED By. 
Tue BLue Fairy Book. With 138 

Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 6s. 
THE RED FAIRY BOOK. With 100 

Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 65. 
THe GREEN FAirRY Book. With 99 

Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 65. 
Tue YELLow Fairy Book. With 104 

Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 65. 

Tue Pink Farry Book. With 67 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

THE BLUE PoETRY Book. With roo 
Tllustrations. Crown 8vo., 65. 

Tue BLUE PoETRY Book. School 

Edition, without Illustrations. Fep. 
8Bvo., 25. 6d. 

Roget.--THESAURUS OF ENGLISHWORDS 
AND PuHkAsES. Classified and Ar- 
ranged so as to Facilitate the !’xpression 
of Ideas and assist in Literary Composi- 
tion. By PETER Mark Rocet, M.D., 
F.R.S. | Recomposed throughout, en- 
larged and improved, partly from the 
Author’s Notes and with a full Index, 
by the Author’s Son, JoHN LEwis 
ROGET. Crown 8vo., tos. 6d. 

/Willich.—PopuLar TABLEs for giving 
information for ascertaining the value of 
Lifeliold, Leasehold, and Church Pro- 
perty, the Public Funds, &c. By 
CHARLES M. WILLICH. Edited by H. 
BENCE JONES. Crown 8vo., Ios. 6d. 

s Books. 

Lang (ANDREW)—condinued. 
THE TRUE Story Book. With 66 

Illustrations. Crewn 8vo., 6s. 
THE Rep True Story Book. With 

too Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 6s. 
THE ANIMAL Story Book. With 

67 Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 6s. 
THE ARABIAN NIGHTS ENTERTAIN- 

MENTS. With Illustrations. Crown 
8vo., 65. 

Meade (L. T.). 
Dappy’s Boy. With Illustrations. 

Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 
DER AND THE DucCHEss. With Illus- 

trations. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 
THE BERESFORD PRIZE. With Illustra- 

tions. Crown 8vo., 35. 6a. 
THE HOUuSE OF SuRPRISES. With IIlu- 

strations. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d, 

Praeger. (S. RosAMOND). 
THE ADVENTURES OF THE THREE 
BoLp BABES: Hector, Honoria and 
Alisander. A Story in Pictures. With 
24 Coloured Plates and 24 Outline 
Pictures. Oblong q4to., 35. 6d. 

THE FURTHER DOINGS OF THE THREE 
BoLp Bases. With 25 Coloured 
Plates and 24 Outline Pictures. Ob- 
long 4to., 35. 6d. 

Stevenson.—A CHILD’s GARDEN OF 
Verses. By ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. 
fep. Bvo., 55. 

Sullivan.—HERE THEY ARE! More 
Stories. _ Written and Illustrated by 
James F. SULLIVAN. Crown 8vo., 65. 
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Children’s Books—continued. 

Upton (FLorENcE K., and BERTHA). 

THE ADVENTURES OF Two DuTCH 
DOLLs AND A ‘GOLLIWOGG’. With 
3x Coloured Plates and numerous 
Illustrations in the Text. Oblong 
4to., 65. 

THE GOLLIWoGG’s BICYCLE CLUB. 
With 31 Coloured Plates and 
numerous [Illustrations in the Text. 
Oblong 4to., 6s. 

Longmans’ Series 
Price 25. 

ATELIER (THE) Du Lys: or an Art 
Student in the Reign of Terror. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

Mademoiselle Mori: | The Younger Sister. 
a Tale of Modern | That Child. 

Under a Cloud. 
Hester's Venture. 
The Fiddler of Lugau. 
A Child of the Revolu- 

tion. 

Rome. 
In the Olden Time: 

a Tale of the 
Peasant War in 
Germany. | 

ATHERSTONE Priory. By L. N. Comyn. 

THE STORY OF A SPRING MORNING, &c. 
By Mrs. MOLESworRTH. | Illustrated. 

THE PALACE IN THE GARDEN. 
Mrs. MOLESWORTH. _ [llustrated. 

NEIGHBOURS. By Mrs. MOLESWORTH. 

THE THIRD MIss ST. QUENTIN. By 
Mrs, MOLESWORTH. 

By | 

Upton (FLorence K., and BERTHA)— 
continued. 
THE VEGE-MEN’s REVENGE. With 31 

Coloured Plates and numerous Illus- 
trations in the Text. Oblong 4to., 65. 

THE GOLLIWOGG AT THE SEA-SIDE. 
With Coloured Plates and Illustra- 
tions in the Text. Oblong qto., 6+. 

Wordsworth.—THE SNow GARDEN, 
and other Fairy Tales for Children. By 
ELIZABETH WORDSWORTH. With 1o 
Illustrations by TREVOR HapDDON. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

of Books for Girls. 
6d. each. 

VerY YOUNG; and QUITE ANOTHER 
Story. Two Stories. By JEAN INGE- 
Low. 

CAN THIS BE Love? By LOuISA PARR. 

KEITH DERAMORE. By the Author of 
‘Miss Molly’. 

SrpNEY. By MARGARET DELAND, 

AN ARRANGED MARRIAGE. By Doro- 
THEA GERARD. 

Last WorpDs TO GIRLS ON LIFE AT 
SCHOOL AND AFTER SCHOOL. By 
Maria GREY. 

By 
Lucy H. M. Soutssy, Head Mistress 

| of Oxford High School. 
net. 

| STRAY THOUGHTS FOR GIRLS. 

r16mo., 15. 6a. 

The Silver Library. 
CROWN 8vo. 

Arnold’s (Sir Edwin) Seas and Lands. 
With 71 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Bagehot’s (W.) Biographical Studies. 
35. 6d. 

Bagehot’s(W.) Economic Studies. 35. 6d. 

Bagehot’s (W.) Literary Studies. With 
Portrait. 3 vols. 35. 6¢. each. 

Baker’s (Sir 8. W.) Eight Years in 
Ceylon. With6 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Baker’s (Sir 8. W.) Rifle and Hound in 
Ceylon. With 6 Mlustrations. 35, 6d. 

Baring-Gould's (Rey. 8.) Curious Myths 
of the Middle Ages. 35. 6d. 

Baring-Gould’s (Rey. S.) Origin and 
Development of Religious Belief. 
vols. 35. 6d. each. 

al 

35. 6¢, EACH VOLUME. 

Becker’s (W. A.) Gallus: or, Roman 
Scenes in the Time of Augustus. With 
26 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Becker’s (W. A.) Charicles: or, Illustra- 
tions of the Private Life of the Ancient 
Greeks. With 26 Illustrations. 35. 6d, 

Bent’s (J. T.) The Ruined Cities of Ma- 
shonaland. With 117 Illustrations. 
38. 6d. 

Brassey’s (Lady) A Voyage in the‘ Sun- 
beam’. With 66 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

| 

| Glodd’s (E.) Story of Creation: a Plain 
Account of Evolution. With 77 Illus- 
trations. 35. 6d. 
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The Silver Library—consinued. 
Conybeare (Rev. W. J.) and Howson’s | 

(Very Rev. J. 8S.) Life and Epistles of 
St. Paul. With 46 Illustrations. 3s. 6d. 

Dougall’s(L.) Beggars All; a Novel. 35.6d. 

Doyle’s (A. Conan) Micah Clarke: a Tale 
of Monmouth's Rebellion. With 10 
Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Doyle’s (A. Conan) The Captain of the 
Polestar, and other Tales. 35. 6d. 

Doyle’s (A. Conan) The Refugees: A 
Tale of the Huguenots. With 25 
Illustrations, 35. 6d. 

Doyle’s (A. Conan) The Stark Munro 
Letters. 35. 6d. 

Froude’s (J. A.) The History of England, 
from the Fall of Wolsey to the Defeat 
of the Spanish Armada. 12 vols. 
3s. 6d. each. 

Froude’s (J. A.) The English in Ireland. 
3 vols. tos. 6d, 

Froude’s (J. A.) The Divorce of Catherine 
of Aragon. 35. 6d. 

Froude’s (J. A.) The Spanish Story of 
the Armada, and other Essays. 35. 6d. 

Froude’s (J. A.) Short Studies on Great 
Subjects. 4vols. 35. 6d. each. 

Froude’s (J. A.) The Council of Trent. 
35. 6d. 

Froude’s (J. A.) Thomas Carlyle: a 
History of his Life. 
1795-1835. 2vols. 7s. 
1834-1881. 2vols. 7s. 

Froude’s (J. A.) Casar:aSketch. 35. 6d. 
Froude’s (J. A.) Oceana; or, England 

and her Colonies. With 9 Illustra- 
tions. 35. 6d. ' 

Froude’s (J, A.) The Two Chiefs of Dun- 
boy: an Irish Romance of the Last | 
Century. 35. 6d. 

Gleig’s (Rey. G. R.) Life of the Duke of 
Wellington. With Portrait. 35. 6d. 

Greville’s (C, C. F.) Journal of the 
Reigns of King George IV., King 
William IY., and Queen Victoria, 
8 vols, 35. 6d. each. 

Haggard’s (H. R.) She: A History of 
Adventure. 32 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard’s (H. R.) Allan Quatermain. 
With 20 llustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard’s (H. R.) Colone! Quaritch, 
V.C.: a Tale of Country Life. 35. 6d. 

Hagégard’s (H. R.) Cleopatra. With 29 
Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard’s (H. R.) Eric Brighteyes. 
With 51 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Hagégard’s (H. R.) Beatrice. 35. 6d. 
Haggard’s (H. R.) Allan’s Wife. With 

Haggard’s (H. R.) Heart of the World. 
With 15 Illustrations. 3s. 6d. 

Haggard’s (H. R.) Montezuma’s Daugh- 
ter. With 25 Illustrations, 35. 6d. 

Haggard’s (H. R.) The Witch’s Head. 
With 16 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard’s (H. R.) Mr. Meeson’s Will. 
With 16 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard’s (H. R.) Nada the Lily. With 
23 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard’s(H.R.) Dawn. With 16 Illus- 
trations, 35. 6d. 

Haggard’s (H. R.) The People of the Mist. 
With 16 Illustrations. 3s. 6d. 

Haggard’s (H. R.) Joan Haste. With 
20 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard (H. R.) and Lang’s (A.) The 
World’s Desire. With 27 Illus. 35. 6d. 

Harie’s (Bret) In the Carquinez Woods, 
and other Stories. 35. 6d. 
Helmholtz’s (Hermann yon) Popular Lec- 

tures on Scientific Subjects. With 68 
Illustrations. 2 vols. 35. 6d. each, 

Hornung’s (E. W.) The Unbidden Guest, 
. 6d. 

Howitt’s (W.) Visits to Remarkable 
Places. With 80 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Jefferies’(R.) The Story of My Heart: My 
Autobiography. With Portrait. 35. 6d. 

Jefferies’ (R.) Field and Hedgerow. 
With Portrait. 35. 6d. 

Jefferies’ (R.) Red Deer. 17 Illus. 3s. 6d. 
Jefferies’ (R.) Wood Magic: a Fable. 

35. 6d. 
Jefferies’ (R.) The Toilers of the Field. 

With Portrait from the Bust in Salis- 
bury Cathedral. 35. 6d. 

Kaye (Sir J.) and Malleson’s (Colonel) 
History of the Indian Mutiny of 
1857-8. 6 vols. 35. 6a. each. 

Knight’s(E. F.)The Cruise of the‘ Alerte’: 
the Narrative of a Search for Treasure 
on the Desert Island of Trinidad. 
With 2 Maps and 23 Illustrations. 
38. 6d. 

Knight’s (E. F.) Where Three Empires 
Meet: a Narrative of Recent Travel in 
Kashmir, Western Tibet, Baltistan, 
Gilgit. With a Map and 54 Illustra- 
tions. 35. 6d 

Knight’s (E. F.) The ‘Falcon’ on the 
Baltic. With Map and 11 Illustra- 
tions. 35. 6d. 

Kesstlin’s (J.) Life of Luther. With 62 
Illustrations, &c. 

Lang’s (A.) Angling Ske 
trations. 35. 6d. 

Lang’s (A.) A Monk of Fife. 

tches. 20 Ilus- 

With 13 
34 Illustrations. 3s. 6d. Illustrations. 35. 6d. 
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The Silver Library—continued. 
Lang’s (A.) Custom and Myth: Studies 

of Early Usage and Belief. 35. 6d. 
Lang’s (Andrew) Cock Lane and 
Common-Sense. With a New Pre- 
face. 35. 6d. 

Lees (J. A.) and Clutterbuck’s (W.J.)B.C. 
1887, A Ramble in British Columbia. 
With Maps and 75 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Macaulay's (Lord) Essays and Lays of 
Ancient Rome. With Portrait and 
Illustration. 35. 6d. 

Macleod’s (H. D.) Elements of Bank- 
ing. 35. 6d. 

Marbot’s (Baron de) Memoirs. Trans- 
lated. 2 vols. 75. 

Marshman’s (J.C.) Memoirs of Sir Henry 
Havelock. 35. 6d. 

Merivale’s (Dean) History of the Romans 
under the Empire. 8 vols. 35. 6d. ea. 

Merriman’s (H. 8.) Flotsam : a Story of 
the Indian Mutiny. 35. 6d. 

Mill’s (J. 8.) Political Economy. 35. 6d. 

Mill's (J. 8.) System of Logic. 35. 6d. 

Milner’s (Geo.) Country Pleasures: the 
Chronicle of a Year chiefly in a garden. 
38. 6d. 

Nansen’s (F.) The First Crossing of 
Greenland. With Illustrations and 
a Map. 35. 6d. 

Phillipps-Wolley’s (C.) Snap: a Legend 
of the Lone Mountain. With 13, 
Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Proctor’s (R. A.) The Moon. 35. 6d. 

Proctor’s (R. A.) The Orbs Around Us. 
35. 6d. 

Proctor’s(R. A.) The Expanse of Heaven. 
3s. 6d. 

Proctor’s (R. A.) Other Worlds than 
Ours. 35. 6d. 

Proctor’s (R. A.) Our Place among Infi- 
nities: a Series of Essays contrasting 
our Little Abode in Space and Time 
with the Infinities around us. Crown 
8vo0., 35. 6d. 

Proctor’s (R. A.) Other Suns than 
Ours. 35. 6. 

Proctor’s (R. A.) Rough Ways made 
Smooth. 35. 6d. 

Proctor’s (R. A.) Pleasant Ways in 
Science. 35. 6d. 

Proctor’s (R. A.) Myths and Marvels 
of Astronomy. 35. 6d. 

Proctor’s (R. A.} Light Science for 
Leisure Hours. First Series. 35. 6:/. 

Proctor’s(R. A.) Nature Studies. 35. 6:/. 
Proctor’s (R. A.) Leisure Readings. By 

R. A. Proctor, EpwarpD CLopp, 
ANDREW WILSON, THOMAS Foster, 
and A. C. RANYARD. With Illustra- 
tions. 35. 62. 

Rossetti’s (Maria F.) A Shadow of Dante. 
35. 6d. 

Smith’s (R. Bosworth) Carthage and the 
Carthaginians, With Maps, Plans, 
&e. 38. 6d. 

Stanley’s (Bishop) Familiar History of 
Birds, With 160 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Stevenson's (R. L.) The Strange Case of 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; with other 
Fables. 35. 6d. 

Stevenson (R. L.) and Osbourne’s (LI.) 
The Wrong Box. 3s. 6d. 

Stevenson (Robt. Louis) and Stevenson’s 
(Fanny van de Grift)More New Arabian 
Nights. — The Dynamiter. 35. 6d. 

Weyman’s (Stanley J.) The House of 
the Wolf: a Romance. 35. 67. 

Wood’s (Rey. J. G.) Petland Revisited. 
With 33 Ilustrations. 35. 6a. 

Wood’s (Rey. J. G.) Strange Dwellings. 
With 60 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Wood’s (Rey. J. G.) Out of Doors. With 
11 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Cookery, Domestic Management, &e. 
Acton.—MovERN COOKERY. By Eniza 

ACTON. With 150 Woodcuts. Fep. 
8vo., 45. 6d. 

Bull (THoas, M.D.). 
HINTS TO MOTHERS ON THE MANAGE- 
MENT OF THEIR HEALTH DURING 
THE PERIOD OF PREGNANCY. Fep. 
8vo., Is. 6d. 

THE MATERNAL MANAGEMENT OF 
CHILDREN IN HEALTH AND DISEASE. 
Fep. 8vo., 15. 60. 

De Salis (Mrs.). 

CAKES AND CONFECTIONS A LA MopeE. 

Fep. 8vo., 15. 6d. 

Docs: a Manual for Amateurs. Fep, 
8vo., 15. 6d. 

DRESSED GAME AND POULTRY A LA 
Mopbe. Fep. 8vo., 15. 6d. 

DRESSED VEGETABLES A LA Monk. 
Fep. 8vo., 15. 6d. 
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Cookery, Domestic Management, &c.—continued. 

De Salis (Mrs.)—continued. 

DRINKS A LA Monk. Fep. 8vo., 15. 6d. 

ENTREES ALA Mopk. Fep. 8vo., 15. 6d. 

FLORAL DECORATIONS. Fep.8vo.,15.6d. 

GARDENING A LA MopE. Fep. 8vo. 
Part I, Vegetables. 15, 6d. 

Part II. Fruits. rs. 6d. 

NATIONAL VIANDS ALA Mope. Fep. 
8vo., 15. 6d. 

NEW-LAID Eccs. Fep. 8vo., ts. 6d. 

OysTERSALAMODE. Fep. 8vo., 1s. 6d. 

PUDDINGS AND PastTRY A LA MODE. 
Fep. 8vo., 15. 6d. 

SAVOURIESALA MODE, Fep. 8vo., 15. 6d. 

Sours AND DRESSED FIsH A LA MODE. 
Fep. 8vo., 15. 6d. 

SWEETS AND SUPPER DISHES A LA 
MODE. Fep. 8vo., rs. 6d. 

De Salis (Mrs.)—continued. 
TempTinG DisHrs FOR SMALL IN- 

COMES. Fep. 8vo., 15, 6d. 

WRINKLES AND NOTIONS FOR EVERY 
HOUSEHOLD, Cr. 8vo., 15. 6d. 

Lear.—MaicrE Cookery. By H. L. 
SIDNEY LEAR. 16mo., 25. 

Poole.—CookERY FOR THE DIABETIC, 
By W. H. and Mrs. PooLe. With 
Preface by Dr. Pavy. Fep. 8vo., 25. 6d. 

Walker (Jane H.). 
A Book For EVERY WOMAN. 

PartI, The Management of Children 
in Health and out of Health. Cr. 
8vo., 25. 6d. 

Part II. Woman in Health and out 
of Health. Crown 8vo, zs. 6d. 

A HANDBOOK FOR MOTHERS: being 
Simple Hints to Women on _ the 
Management of their Health during 
Pregnancy and Confinement, together 
with Plain Directions as to the Care 
of Infants. Cr. 8vo., 25. 6d. 

Miscellaneous and Critical Works. 

Allingham.—VarRIETIES IN PROSE. 
By WILLIAM ALLINGHAM. 3 vols. Cr. 
8vo, 185. (Vols. 1 and 2, Rambles, by 
PATRICIUS WALKER. Vol. 3, Irish 
Sketches, etc.) 

Armstrong.—ESsAYs AND SKETCHES. 
By EDMUNDJ.ARMSTRONG. Fcp.8vo., 55. 

Bagehot.—LiTerary STUDIES. By 
WALTER BAGEHOT. With Portrait. 
3 vols, Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. each. 

Baring-Gould.—Curious MyTuHs OF 
THE MIDDLE AGES. By Rev. S. 
BARING-GOULD, Crown 8vo., 35. 6a. 

Baynes.—-SHAKESPEARE STUDIES, AND 
OruHerR Essays. By the late THOMAS 
SprENceR Baynes, LL.B, LL.D. 
With a Biographical Preface by Prof, 
Lewis CAMPBELL, Crown 8vo., 75. 6d, 

Boyd (A. K. H.) (A.K.H.B.’). 
And see MISCELLANEOUS THEOLO. 
GICAL WORKS, p. 32. 

AUTUMN HOLIDAYS OF A COUNTRY 
PARSON. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

COMMONPLACE PHILOSOPHER. Crown 
8vo., 35. 6d, 

CRITICAL EssAyS OF A COUNTRY 
PARSON, Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

East Coast Days AND MEMORIES. 
Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

LANDSCAPES, CHURCHES AND MorRA- 
LITIES. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

LeIsurE Hours 1n Town. 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

LESSONS OF MIDDLE AGE. Cr.8vo.,35.6d, 
Our LITTLE LiFE. Two Series. Cr. 

8vo., 35. 6d. each. 

Our HoMELYCoMEDY: AND TRAGEDY. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

RECREATIONS OF A COUNTRY PARSON. 
Three Series. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. each. 

Crown 
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Miscellaneous and Critical Works —condinued. 
Butler (SAMUEL). 
EREWHON. Cr. 8vo., 55. 
THE Fain HAVEN. A Work in Defence 

of the Miraculous Element in our 
Lord’s Ministry, Cr. 8vo., 75. 6d. 

LIFE AND Hasir, An Essay after a 
Completer View of Evolution. Cr. 
8vo., 75. 6d. 

EVOLUTION, OLD AND NEw. Cr. 8vo., 
tos. 6d. 

ALPS AND SANCTUARIES OF PIEDMONT 
AND CANTON TICINO. _ Illustrated. 
Pott 4to., ros.6d, 

Luck, OR CUNNING, AS THE MAIN 
MEANS OF ORGANIC MODIFICATION? 
Cr. 8vo., 75. 6d. 

Ex Voto. An Account of the Sacro 
Monte or New Jerusalem at Varallo- 
Sesia. Crown 8vo., ros. 6d. 

CHARITIES REGISTER, THE AN- 
NUAL, AND DIGEST. Volume 
for 1898: being a Classified Register 
of Charities in or available in the Metro- 
polis. With an Introduction by C. S. 
Locu, Secretary to the Council of the 
Charity Organisation Society, London. 
8vo., 45. 

Clough.—A Stupy oF Mary WOLL- 
STONECRAFT, AND THE RIGHTS OF 
WomEN. By EMMA RAUSCHENBUSCH- 
CLouGH, Ph.D. 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

Dreyfus.—LecTuRES ON FRENCH 
LITERATURE. Delivered in Melbourne 
by IRMA DReEyFus. With Portrait of 
the Author. Large crown 8vo., ras. 6d. 

Evans.—THE ANCIENT STONE IMPLE- 
MENTS, WEAPONS, AND ORNAMENTS 
or GREAT BriTatn. By Sir JOHN 
Evans, K.C.B., D.C.L., LL.D., 
F.R.S., ete. With 537 Illustrations. 
Medium 8vo., 28s. 

Gwilt.—An ENcYCLOPADIA OF ARCHI- 
TECTURE. By JosEPH GWILT, F.S.A. 
Illustrated with more than 1100 Engrav- 
ings on Wood. Revised (1888), with 
Alterations and Considerable Additions 
by WvaTT PAPWORTH. 8vo., £2 125. 6d. 

Hamlin.—A Text-Book oF THE HiIs- 
TORY OF ARCHITECTURE, By A, D. F. 
HAMLIN, A.M. With 22g IIlustrations. 
Crown 8vo., 75. 6d. 

Haweis.—Music AnD MorALs. By the 
Rev. H. R. HAwEIs. With Portrait of 
the Author, and numerous Illustrations, 
Facsimilesand Diagrams. Cr. 8vo.,75.6d. 

Hime. — STRAY MILITARY PAPERS. 
By Lieut.-Colonel H. W. L. Hie (late 
Royal Artillery). 8vo., 75. 6d. 
ContTents.—Infantry Fire Formations— 

On Marking at Rifle Matches—The Progress 
of Field Artillery—The Reconnoitering Duties 
of Cavalry. 

Indian Ideals (No. 1). 
NARADA SOTRA: an Inquiry into 

Love (Bhakti-Jijnasa). Translated 
from the Sanskrit, with an Indepen- 
dent Commentary, by E. T. SturDY. 
Crown 8vo., 25. 6d. net. 

Jefferies (RICHARD). 
FIELD AND HEDGEROW. 

trait. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 
THE SToRY OF My HEART: my Auto- 

biography. With Portrait and New 
Pretace by C. J. LONGMAN. Crown 
8vo., 35. 6d, 

With Por- 

With 17 Illustrations by J. 
CHARLTON and H. TUNALY. Crown 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

THE TOILERS OF THE FIELD. With 
Portrait from the Bust in Salisbury 
Cathedral. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Woop Macic: a Fable. With Frontis- 
piece and Vignette by E. V.B. Cr. 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

Johnson.—THE PATENTEE’S MANUAL: 
a Treatise on the Law and Practice of 
Letters Patent. By J. & J. H. Jonn- 
SON, Patent Agents, &c. 8vo., tos. 6a. 

Joyce.—THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF 
IRIsH NAMES OF PLACES. By P. W. 
Joyce, LL.D. Seventh Edition. 2 
vols. Crown 8vo., 55. each. 

Lang (ANDREW). 
MODERN MYTHOLOGY.  8vo., gs. 
LETTERS TO DEAD AUTHORS. Fep. 

8vo., 25. 6d. net. 
Books AND BOOKMEN. With 2 

Coloured Plates and 17 Illustrations. 
Fep. 8vo., 25. 6d. net. 

OLD FRIENDS. Fep. &vo., 25, 6d. net. 
LETTERS ON LITERATURE. Fep, 8vo., 

2s, 6d, net. 
Cock LaNE AND COMMON-SENSE. 
Crown 8vo., 38. 6d. 

THE BooK oF DREAMS AND GHOSTS. 
Crown 8vo., 65. 

Essays IN LITTLE. With Portrait of 
the Author. Crown 8vo., 2s. 6d. 

Macfarren.—LecrTures oN HARMONY, 
By Sir G. A. MACFARREN. 8vo., 125. 

Madden.—THE Diary OF MASTER 
WILLIAM SILENCE: a Study of Shake- 
speare and Elizabethan Sport. By the 
Right Hon. D, H. MADDEN, 8vo., 16s. 
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Miscellaneous and Critical Works—continued. 
Max Miiller (F.). 

INDIA: WHAT CAN IT TEACH US? Cr. 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

CHIPS FROM A GERMAN WORKSHOP. 
Vol. I. Recent Essays and Addresses. 

Cr. 8vo., 5s. 
Vol. II. Biographical Essays. Cr. 

8vo., 55. 
Vol. III. Essays on Language and 

Literature. Cr. 8vo.. 55. 
Vol. IV. Essays on Mythology and 

Folk Lore. Crown 8vo., 55. 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SCIENCE OF 
MYTHOLOGY. 2 vols. 8vo., 325. 

Milner. — Country PLEASURES: the 
Chronicle of a Year chiefly in a Garden. 
By GEORGE MILNER. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d, 

Morris (WILLIAM). 
SIGNS OF CHANGE. Post 8vo., 45. 6a 
HOPES AND FEARS FOR ART. Cr. 8vo., 

4s. 6d. 
AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE DISs- 

TRIBUTION OF PRIZES TO STUDENTS 
OF THE BIRMINGHAM MUNICIPAL 
SCHOOL OF ART, 21ST FEBRUARY, 
1894. 8vo., 25. 6d. net. 

Orchard.— THE ASTRONOMY OF 
‘MILTON'S PARADISE Lost’. By T. 
N. ORCHARD, 13 Illustrations. 8vo., 
6s. net. 

Poore(GEorGE VIVIAN, M.D.,F.R.C.P.). 

Essays ON RURAL HYGIENE. With 13 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 65. 6d. 

THe DweELiinc House. With 36 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Proctor.—-STRENGTH: How to get 
Strong and keep Strong, with Chapters 
on Rowing and Swimming, Fat, Age, 
and the Waist. By R. A. PROCTOR. 
With 9 Illustrations. Cr, 8vo, 25. 

PROGRESS IN WOMEN’S EDUCA. 
TION IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE, 
Being the Report of the Education Sec_ 
tion, Victorian Era Exhibition, 1897, 
Edited by the COUNTESS OF WARWICK, 
With ro Illustrations. Crown 8vo., 65, 

Richmond.— BoyHoop: a Plea for 
Continuity in Education. By ENNIS 
RICHMOND, Crown 8vo., 2s. 6a. 

Rossetti.—A SuHapow oF DANTE: be- 
ing an Essay towards studying Himself, 
his World, and his Pilgrimage. By 
MARIA FRANCESCA ROSSETTI. Crown 
8vo., 35. 6d. 

Solovyoff.—A MODERN PRIESTESS OF 
Isis (MADAME BLAVATSKY). Abridged 
and Translated on Behalf of the Society 
for Psychical Research from the Russian 
of VSEVOLOD SERGYEEVICH SOLOVYOFF. 
By WALTER Leaf, Litt.D. Cr. 8vo., 65. 

Soulsby (Lucy H. M.). 
STRAY THOUGHTS ON READING. Small 

8vo., 25. 6d. net. 
STRAY THOUGHTS FOR GIRLS. 

1s. 6d, net. 
STRAY THOUGHTS FOR MOTHERS AND 
TEACHERS. Fep. 8vo., 25. 6d. net. 

STRAY THOUGHTS FOR  INVALIDS. 
16mo., 25. net. 

Stevens.—ONn THE STOWAGE OF SHIPS 
AND THEIR CARGOES. With Informa- 
tion regarding Freights, Charter-Parties, 
&c. By ROBERT WHITE STEVENS. 
8vo., 215. 

Turner and Sutherland.— THe 
DEVELOPMENT OF AUSTRALIAN LITER- 
ATURE. By HENRY GyL=sS TURNER 
and ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND. With 
5 Portraits and an Illust. Cr. 8vo., 55. 

White.—AN EXAMINATION OF THE 

16mo., 

CHARGE OF APOSTASY AGAINST 
WorDsworTtH. By WILLIAM HALE 
WHITE. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

Miscellaneous Theological Works. 
*.* For Church of England and Roman Catholic Works see MESSRS, LONGMANS & Co.’s 

Special Catalogues. 

Balfour.—THE FounDATIONS oF BE-{| Bird (ROBERT)—continued. 
LIEF: being Notes Introductory to the 
Study of Theology. By the Right Hon. 
ARTHUR]. BALFOUR,M.P. 8vo.,125. 6d. 

Bird (ROBERT). 
A CHILD’s RELIGION. Crown 8vo., 25. 
JOSEPH THE DREAMER. Cr. 8v0., 55. 

Jesus, THE CARPENTER OF NAZARETH. 
Twelfth Edition. Crown 8vo, 55. 

To be had also in Two Parts, price 
2s. 6d. each. 

Part. I.—GALILEE AND THE LAKE OF 
GENNESARET. 

Part II.—JERUSALEM AND THE PERA, 
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Miscellaneous Theological Works—continued. 

Boyd (A. K. H.) (¢ A.K.H.B.’). 

OCCASIONAL AND IMMEMORIAL DAYS: 
Discourses. Crown 8vo., 75. 6d. 

COUNSEL AND COMFORT FROM A CITY 
PuLriT. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

SuNDAY AFTERNOONS IN THE PARISH 
CHURCH OF A SCOTTISH UNIVERSITY 
City. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

CHANGED ASPECTS OF UNCHANGED 
TruTHS. Crown 8vo., 35. 6d. 

GRAVER THOUGHTS OF A COUNTRY 

PARSON. Three Series. Crown 8vo., ; 
35. 6d. each. 

PRESENT Day THOUGHTS, Crown 8vo., 
3s. 6d. 

SEASIDE MusINGSs. Cr. 8vo., 35. 6d. 

‘To Mret THE Day’ through the 
Christian Year ; being a Text of Scrip- 
ture, with an Original Meditation and 
a Short Selection in Verse for Every 
Day. Crown 8vo., 45. 6d. 

\ ’ 
Gibson.—THE ABBE DE LAMENNAIS 

AND THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC MOVE- 
MENT IN FRANCE, By the Hon. W. 
GIBSON. With Portrait. 8vo., 125, 6d. 

Kalisch (M. M., Ph.D.). 
BiBLE StupiEs. Part I. Prophecies 

of Balaam. 8vo., ros. 6¢. Part II. 
The Book of Jonah. 8vo., 10s. 6d. 

COMMENTARY ON THE OLD TESTAMENT: 
with a new ‘Translation. Vol. I. 
Genesis. 8vo., 18s. Or adapted for the 
General Reader. 12s, Vol. IT. Exodus. 
iss. Or adapted for the General 
Reader. 12s. Vol. III. Leviticus, Part 
I. xs. Or adapted for the General 
Reader. 8s. Vol. IV. Leviticus, Part 
Il. 15s. Or adapted for the General 
Reader. 85. 

Lang.—THE MAKING OF RELIGION. 
By ANDREW LANG. 8vo., I25. 

Macdonald (Grorce). 
UNSPOKEN SERMONS. Three Series. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6a. each, 

THE MIRACLES OF OuR LorD. Crown 
8vo0., 35. 6d. 

Martineau (JAMES). 

Martineau. (JAMEs)—continued. 

ENDEAVOURS AFTER THE CHRISTIAN 

Lire. Discourses. Cr. 8vo., 75. 6@. 

THE SEAT OF AUTHORITY IN RELIGION. 

8vo., I45. 

Essays, REVIEWS, AND ADDRESSES. 4 

Vols. Crown 8vo., 75. 6d. each. 1. 

Personal; Political. 11, Ecclesiastical ; 

Historical. III. ‘Theological; Philo- 

sophical. IV. Academical; Religious. 

Home PRAYERS, with Two Services for 
Public Worship. Crown 8vo. 35. 6d. 

Max Miller (F.). 

THE ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF RE- 
LIGION, as illustrated by the Religions 
of India, The Hibbert Lectures, 
delivered at the Chapter House, 
Westminster Abbey, in 1878, Crown 
8vo., 55. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SCIENCE OF 
RELIGION ;: Four Lectures delivered al 
the Royal Institution. Cr. 8vo.,35. 6d. 

NATURAL RELIGION. The Gifford 
Lectures, delivered before the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow in 1888. Cr. 8vo., 
5s. 

PuysIiCAL RELIGION. The Gifford 
Lectures, delivered before the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow in 1890. Cr. 8vo., 
SS. 

ANTHROPOLOGICAL RELIGION. The Gif- 
ford Lectures, delivered before the 
University of Glasgow in 1891. Cr 
8vo., 55. 

THEOSOPHY ; or, PSYCHOLOGICAL RELI- 
GION. The Gifford Lectures, delivered 
before the University of Glasgow in 
1892. Cr. 8vo., 55. 

Turee Lecrures on THE VEDANTA 
PuHiLosopny, delivered at the Royal 
Institution in March, 1894. 8vo., 55. 

Romanes.— THOUGHTS ON RELIGION, 
By Georce J. RomANes, LL.D., 
F.R.S. Crown 8vo., 45. 6d. 

Vivekananda.—-Yoca PHiLOsoPHY: 
Lectures delivered in New York, Winter 
of 1895-6, by the SWAMI VIVEKAN- 

Hours oF THOUGHT ON SACRED 
Tuinecs: Sermons, 2 Vols. Crown j 
8vo0. 35. 6d. each. 

50,000—9/98. 

ANDA, on Kaja Yoga; or, Conquering 
the Internal Nature; also Patanjali’s 
Yoga Aphorisms, with Commentaries. 
Crown 8vo., 35. 6d, 
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