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To

THE RIGHT HON. LORD ROWTON.

Dear Lord Bowton,

You have been hind enough to say that you would

alloiv me to dedicate this volume to you. There are two

reasons why I wish your name to be connected with the book.

Throughout his life my husband was a warm admirer of

Lord Beaconsfield, with whom, when Mr. Disraeli, he was

closely associated in the House of Commons. I looh upon

it, therefore, as a pleasure to be per-mitted to inscribe this

biography to one who is known everywhere as the great

friend and confidant of the most brilliant statesman of this

century.

Nor is political sympathy the only bond of union between

us. It is in memory of yourfriendship formy dearly beloved

eldest son that, as you so touchingly said, you accepted ' the

honour of this dedication because you knew he would like it.'

Believe me, dear Lord Bowton,

Yours very truly,

January 26, 1887. C. NAPIER.





[4]

The Right Hon. Sir Joseph Napier, Bart. Amongst

the Scottish chieftains, who in 1286 tendered their

allegiance to Edward I. of England, was John de

Napier of Merchistoun, near Edinburgh, a family that

has since produced men great in the Senate, the Bar,

and the Army. Many of them have been famous in

the Universities ; and to John de Napier are students

indebted for the discovery of Logarithms. A
descendant of this remarkable family settled in the

North of Ireland in the last century, and from him

descended William Napier, the father of Joseph, born

1804. They also claimed to represent the Napiers of

Luton Hoo, Baronets, created 1612 ; and Sir Joseph's

eldest brother was acknowledged as Sir William

Napier, died in 1850. See 'Lives of the Irish Chan-

cellors ' and Burke's ' Peerage.'





PEEFACE.

It had been the intention of Mrs. Gardiner, the third

daughter of Sir Joseph Napier, to write the biography

of her Father. For that purpose she had collected

all letters and papers bearing upon the public career

of Sir Joseph, and had received the necessary per-

mission from the owners, or the representatives of

the owners, for their publication. Unfortunately,

when all the material was ready to her hand, she was

compelled at the last moment to abandon her task by

a departure, which could not be postponed, for India.

Under these circumstances I was asked by Lady

Napier to proceed with the object which Mrs,

Gardiner was now no longer able to carry out. The

issue of this volume is my answer to that request.

I have to express my thanks to Mrs. Gardiner for

so materially lightening my labours by her excellent

arrangement of the MSS. upon which this political

biography is based.

London : January 1887.
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Erratum.

Page 308, line 18, for Bishop BuUock read Bishop Butcher.

V _ _ Life of Sir Joseph Napier.
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CHAPTER I.

EARLY DAYS.

Every one is tlie son of his own works.— Cervantes,

Lives of lawyers who have attained to eminence in

their profession are always, from the special nature

of their duties and from the peculiar combination

of two distinct careers, framed more or less on the

same hues. In the majority of cases we have the same

early struggles to emerge from obscurity ; the same

success which follows upon opportunity grasped and

made the most of ; then an extensive practice ; that

curious union between the House of Commons and the

bar so indispensable to the lawyer ambitious of the

prizes of his profession ; and finally the same successive

occupancy of high office. The materials for such

biographies are mainly to be found in the pleadings

B



*J LIFE OF SIR JOSEPH NAPIER

of the advocate, the speeches of the legislator, and the

judgments from the bench, and hence are necessarily

of a somewhat limited interest and technical character.

The eminently successful career of Sir Joseph Napier

offers few exceptions to the nature of these remarks.

He was first the sound and skilled advocate rising

daily in his calling ; afterwards the active and promi-

nent politician ; and then one of the most careful and

weighty judges ever elevated to preside over the laws

of his country.

In him there was a combination of gifts which at

the very outset marked him for the bar, and destined

him to exercise a distinct influence upon the fortunes

of his nation. Endowed with a presence which was

kindly yet dignified, with great powers of conversa-

tion developed by deep and judicious reading, and

with that charm of manner characteristic of the better

bred of his countrymen, his very appearance was an

introduction in itself, and most favourably impressed

all who came in contact with him. The face was

singularly fine and full of intellect and refinement

;

the brow broad and lofty; the eyes well cut and

keenly penetrating in their regard; the nose thin

and shapely ; the mouth well moulded, though some-

what too sensitive for a man ; while in the expression

of the face—especially later in life—there was that

air of thought and deep attention which those whose
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hearing is defective often reflect. Though no orator

in the exact sense of the word, Sir Joseph Napier

always had at command the resources of a polished

and extensive vocabulary, which caused his speeches

and judgments to be regarded, apart from their sound

common sense and acuteness of penetration, as an

intellectual study of no mean literary merit.

The bent of his genius was essentially judicial.

He had all that lucidity of argument, that careful

parade of precedents, and that unanswerable deduc-

tion from premises of the born lawyer ; whilst his

was one of those happily constituted minds which

instinctively brushes aside all irrelevant matter and

goes straight to the point, never permitting itself to

be lost and wasted in side issues. It was these ad-

vantages which stood him in such good stead when

appearing at the bar of the House of Lords, and caused

his opinions when Attorney-General for Ireland

—

notably on the Irish land laws—to be of such value

to the Government he advised. Nor was he one of

those quick and ready men whose judgment is speedily

arrived at, and then found to be erroneous ; if his in-

tellectual vision was swift, it was also far seeing, and

he seldom came to a conclusion which it was neces-

sary for him afterwards to abandon. As advocate he

was a source of strength to the judge, and as judge he

was second to none on the bench in rendering the law

B 2



4 LIFE OF SIR JOSEPH NAPIER

clear and conclusive. Additional lustre was also shed

upon tliese gifts by the pure and high-minded life led

by the man. Party feeling and sectarian bitterness

could wing their venomous shafts against him, yet

both influences were powerless to detect, in the course

of his long and prominent career, the slightest suspi-

cion of conduct reflecting upon his character as a

spotless man of honour, and, in the best and truest

sense of the term, as gentleman. Judge, politician,

and earnest Christian, the name of Sir Joseph Napier

stands eminently forth from the long list of Irish

celebrities, as one who from the purity of his patriot-

ism, the utility of his public services, and the fidelity

with which he served his God and country, fully

merited the high opinion entertained of him by his

contemporaries, and is ever deserving of being held

in grateful remembrance by all who have the best

interests of the Irish nation at heart.

Joseph Napier, the youngest son of William Napier

of St. Andrews, a merchant of Belfast, and of Eosetta

Macnaghteu, of Ballyreagh House, co. Antrim, was

a descendant of the Napiers of Merchistoun, a stock

which has given to Great Britain some of her most

distinguished sons, and was born December 26,

1804. At an early age he was fortunate enough

to be placed under the tuition of James Sheridan

Knowles, the dramatist, who was then a master in the



EARLY DAYS 5

Belfast Academical Institution, at that time the lead-

ing public school on the other side of St. George's

Channel, and where most of the eminent Irishmen of

the earlier part of this century were educated. Good-

tempered, full of fun, and blessed with great powers

of mimicry, young Napier soon became a favourite in

the school. His mercurial spirits and sense of humour

made him as popular with the boys as his quickness

and love of study enlisted the sympathies of his tutors.

There are some men who at a very early age give

signs of the fame they are afterwards to obtain. We
are told that Smeaton when a child of six made a

windmill ; that Cardinal du Perron when only seven

asked for a pen to write a book against the Huguenots ;

that West, when a boy, exclaimed, 'A painter is a

companion for kings ;
' and that when mere lads.

Hartley wished to write a book on the nature of man,

Bacon a work on philosophy, Milton an epic poem,

and De Thou a history. Joseph Napier belonged to

this precocious order. Even when a schoolboy at

Belfast his love of arguing, his faculty for seizing upon

the prominent points of a case, and his fluency of

speech, displayed his sympathies with a forensic

career.

I myself (said Sheridan Knowles) dubbed him counsellor

while yet he wore hia frill. I fancied then that I read the

Bar in his face, which in a state of perfect quietude indicated
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a capacity for deep and sure researcli. But it was his heart

that pleased me most. I never saw him sulk or keep anger

or practise indirection, except indeed in making a show as if

he was going to send the ball in the school alley with the

force of a cannon-ball, and then wickedly dropping it like a

feather an inch or two above the line ; so winning the game

like a rogue with a roguish laugh in your face. Barring this,

in my eyes at the time, a heinous transgression—for I used

to play with the boys—I saw in prospect a man of effortless

unswerving integrity as well as of lofty solid dependable

ability, which, thanks be to God, he has become.

Among my own old letters (writes Napier in 1867) which

I value both from the living and the dead, I have several

from my earliest and almost my latest schoolmaster, James

Sheridan Knowles. They contain his genial congratulations

on every step of my advancement (and he survived them all),

and his joyous reminiscences of the time when he first dubbed

me as ' the counsellor.'

Well grounded in the classics by Dr. O'Beirne,

subsequently master of the Eoyal School of Ennis-

killen, and, as became a descendant of the inventor

of logarithms, a mathematician of marked proficiency,

thanks to the tuition of Dr. Thomson of Belfast, father

of Professor Thomson of Cambridge, young Napier

quitted Belfast, and was entered in the November of

1820 at Trinity College, Dublin, then under Dr. Singer,

afterwards Bishop of Meath. Here he brought him-

self into notice by publishing, at the end of his first

year, a demonstration of the Binomial Theorem—the
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first of the many pamphlets which were afterwards

to issue from his pen. Having passed through the

university with distinction, taking honours in classics,

he felt himself justified, on obtaining his degree in

1825, in aspiring after a fellowship, and accordingly

began to read hard with that object. For a time he

resided within the walls of Trinity College as a

master, and occupied what leisure was at his disposal

in writing for the press, contributing to certain of the

more prominent magazines which were then circu-

lating in Dublin. It was now also that he took a

conspicuous part in the establishment of an oratorical

society outside the walls of the College, somewhat

resembling the Union at Oxford, at the meetings of

which the chief topics of the day were discussed, and

where many men, afterwards famous in the senate

and at the Irish bar, began to test the force of their

eloquence and practise their powers of debate.

Napier was one of the leading spirits of this society,

and, availing himself to the full of the advantages

such a school of oratory offered, he soon acquired

the ease, coolness, and flow of ideas which are the

special characteristics of the practised speaker.

He was also successful in reviving the old Histo-

rical Society which had been established in 1770 for

the cultivation of history, oratory, and composition.

His connection with this society extended over the
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long period of fifty- eight years. So active and pro-

minent had been his interest in its deliberations,

that in 1854, on the resignation of Dr. Macdonnell,

the provost of Trinity College, Napier was unani-

mously elected by the members as their president.

In this capacity he instituted at first an annual prize

of books—designated the ' Napier Prose Composition

Prize'—for the best essay on a subject selected and

announced by himself some six months previously.

Pour years later, however, he substituted a gold

medal for these books. The first student to win the

medal was Mr. Edward Gibson, afterwards the bril-

liant member for the university of Dubhn, and now

Lord Ashbourne.

During the long period of twenty-nine years (writes a

correspondent) in which Napier was president, unless pre-

vented by illness or declining health, he never once failed to

be at his post. Even the pressure of official or professional

duties was never permitted to be an excuse. As Lord

Chancellor, in the height of his busy practice at the bar, he

found time to take the chair. . . . But it was not only on

public occasions that his connection with the society as

president was faithfully maintained. Sir Joseph Napier took

a pleasure in promoting the welfare of the members indivi-

dually. Not a few young men of promise owed their first

successful start in life to help or influence he exerted on their

behalf ; members were made welcome when they visited him

to consult about their own career as well as about the concerns

of the Historical Society.
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At the death of Sir Joseph Napier the post of

President of the Historical Society was conferred

upon the then Mr. Gibson, now, as we have said,

Lord Ashbourne, Lord Chancellor of Ireland under

the present Conservative Government. On taking his

seat for the first time as president of the society,

Mr. Gibson thus referred to the loss sustained by the

club from the death of Napier :

—

There are other words in addition to the expressions

of gratitude that I should say in taking the chair to-night,

and these are words about the eminent man whom it is

my high honour to succeed. Sir Joseph Napier has been

referred to in gracious and feeling words by the Auditor (the

Rev. R. Walsh) in the introduction to his address, and in

every word that he has used, and in every suggestion that he

has made in reference to the late president, I most heartily

concur (cheers). Sir Joseph Napier was, as we all know,

distinguished in politics, in his profession, as member for this

university, but he was also distinguished all through his life for

the kindly encouragement he was ever ready to give to young

men.' In all his dealings with this society he ever showed

a most hearty sympathy with, was ever ready to give wise

and useful counsel to, the young men of this society. He
was ever anxious to give them the benefit of his great

experience, great knowledge, and great ability, and I recall

with gratitude that in my student days, when working here,

' In a letter addressed to me, Lord Ashbourne thus writes :
' He

(Napier) was, whilst I was myself a working and active member of the

society, always most kind and considerate to me—as he was always in-

variably to other young men. I think I have a kind letter of counsel

from him when I was called to the bar.'
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he extended to me this great advantage (cheers). Looking

back at the long number of years that he was president of

this society, I care not how men may have differed from him

in opinion—how they may have criticised him in other aspects

of his public life—no man can hesitate to recognise this,

that Sir Joseph Napier ever desired earnestly and strongly

to be a true friend of this great old College Historical Society

(loud applause).

Among those indebted to the advice of Napier for

the course which their future career assumed, two

names stand prominently forward—the late Earl

Cairns and the Rev. Mr. Teignmouth Shore, the pre-

sent eloquent incumbent of Berkeley Chapel, Mayfair.

It was through the counsels and suggestions of Napier

that Mr. Hugh Cairns was induced to come to London

and try his fortune at the English instead of the Irish

bar. How the distinguished career of the late emi-

nent Lord Chancellor justified this advice is within

the memory of all. When Sir Joseph Napier, to-

wards the close of his life, felt himself compelled to

abandon his judicial duties on account of iU-health,

Lord Cairns thus wrote (June 25, 1881) to Lady

Napier

:

It would, both in the present state of affairs and at all times,

have been a great comfort to me to have profited by the

mature wisdom and friendly counsels of your dear husband,

had it pleased God to continue to him the health necessary

for the exercise of the faculties for which he was so remarkable.
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The happy memories of the past, and still more the bright

prospect of the future, will, I have no doubt, be your support

under all that is painful and depressing in the present, and

this consolation I trust you may have in great reality.

On another occasion his lordship writes that he

had ever received the most unvarying kindness from

the subject of this biography, towards whom he had

always ' entertained the deepest regard and respect,

and looked upon as a brother.' In the early career

of Mr. Teignmouth Shore, now chaplain to the Queen,

and well known as one of the leading preachers of

the day, Napier also took a deep interest. Often has

this distinguished clergyman expressed the great

help and advantage which he derived in his early

days from the never-failing kindness and sympa-

thetic encouragement extended towards him by Sir

Joseph. ' I can never forget,' writes Mr. Shore in

a letter lying before me, ' how wise and good a

friend he was to me when friends were fewer and

less influential than they are now.' Similar expres-

sions of gratitude are also rendered by others now

occupying distinguished positions in Church and

State, who look back thankfully to the kind en-

couragement given them by the late Irish Chancellor,

frankly acknowledging how much they have been

indebted to the soundness of his advice in directing

their future.



12 LIFE OF SIR JOSEPH NAPIER

An opportunity was now to present itself for the

young student to make use of the lessons in oratory

that he had so well acquired. From the very be-

ginning of his life, when reading and reflection had

led him to arrive at opinions, Napier was warmly on

the side of Tory principles, and of that form of Pro-

testantism which found its best exponent in the creed

and practice of the Evangehcal party. From these

two professions of faith he never wavered, and he

remained to the end of his days a consistent yet

enhghtened Tory, and the most uncompromising of

Protestants.

The Eoman Cathohc Emancipation Act had not

yet been enrolled on the statute-book, and the dis-

like which Napier always evinced towards Eome

and her teaching, led him in the earher part of his

career to rank himself as a disciple of the Eldon

rather than of the Canning school of politics. After-

wards, when the Eoman Cathohc disabihties had been

removed and the agitation on the subject had sub-

sided, the Toryism of Napier, like that of most of

the men who held his views, became less narrow and

aggressive, and developed into the creed it afterwards

assumed under Sir Eobert Peel. It was the then

burning question of Emancipation which created the

high Toryism of Napier ; hence, when the cause was

removed, the fierce sentiments which had excited it
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cooled down, and gave place to a tolerant and dis-

criminating Conservatism.

Still, until the repeal of the Roman Catholic

disabilities was carried, no one was a hotter oppo-

nent of Emancipation than the future Irish Chan-

cellor. He held—and his birth in the north of

Ireland made his convictions the stronger—the old-

fashioned opinions of the extreme Tory of his day

upon the subject. In his eyes it was not impos-

sible, but improbable, from the nature of his religion

and the spiritual fealty he had to acknowledge, that a

Eoman Catholic could be a sincere patriot and a true

subject of his sovereign. He objected to the admis-

sion into the councils of the empire of one who when

the interests of his creed clashed with the interests

of his country would prove himself more of an Italian

than of an inhabitant of the United Kingdom. In his

opinion the Eoman Cathohcs had nothing to complain

of. They were not persecuted as in former times ;

they were not forced to flee the country ; they were

allowed to build convents and monasteries and to

celebrate the rites of their Church without interference.

It was true that they did not enjoy the political liberty

of their countrymen ; their nobles did not sit in the

House of Peers ; their squires did not sit in the House

of Commons ; their sons could not be educated at

the two great universities of England ; but that they
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laboured under these disadvantages they had only

themselves to blame. History had proved that

Popery was the enemy of a Protestant Government

and a Protestant Church, and as the supremest law

was to provide for the safety of the commonwealth,

it was both right and expedient that such an enemy

should have its power curtailed and its activity

restrained.

And yet, strange as it may appear in these days

of Eituahsm, though Napier was a Protestant—and

among the members of the National Club he was the

staunchest of the staunch—he was a true son of the

Church of England, and had little in common with

the jealousy and differences of dissent. He was of

opinion that the creed of the Church of England,

then also the creed of the State Church of Ireland,

held the balance between two extremes. He looked

upon it as professing a faith and rule exactly suited

to our national tastes and habits, since its creed was

Protestant, its clergy gentlemen, and its discipline

orderly without mummery. Being, therefore, under

the influence of these opinions, he consistently

opposed at the beginning of his career the eman-

cipation of the Eoman Catholics, and to his dying

day no one more than he combated the sacer-

dotal pretensions of the extreme High Church party.

In common with Lord Eldon, who was then the
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spokesman of the anti-Catholics, he maintained that

the British constitution was ' not based upon the

principles of equal rights to all men indiscriminately,

but of equal rights of all men conforming to and

complying with the tests which that constitution

required for its security.'

An opportunity was now presented for Napier to

give expression to these views, and to come forward

as a champion of Protestantism. The agitation con-

sequent upon the efforts of the Liberals, supported

by the wit and fire of Canning, to remove the dis-

abihties of the Papists, had been wafted across St.

George's Channel, and was, as we can imagine, not

permitted to die out for want of fuel among a people

where Protestantism was in a minority, and where

the Eoman Catholics constituted an active and aggres-

sive majority. Accordingly the Irish Protestant party

saw that the moment had now arrived for them to

unite against the enemy, and make every -effort to

preserve the integrity of the constitution, which was

then thought to be seriously imperilled by the medi-

tated admission of Eoman Cathohcs into Parhament.

The year 1828 was one of vehement and incessant op-

position to the movement throughout Ireland. Meet-

ings were held, pamphlets published, and Protestant

clubs—among them the Brunswick Constitutional

Club—started throughout the country, especially
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in the north, all with the one object of denouncing

the Eoman Cathohcs, upholding the articles of the

Union, and proving how beneficial had been in the

past the Protestantism of England to the welfare

of Ireland. Napier took a prominent part in these

proceedings, notably at a certain meeting, held at

Morrisson's Great Eooms, of the graduates of his

university ; and the speeches he deUvered on the

occasion, from their cogency of argument and the

deep reading they displayed, raised him at once to

notice, and gave sure promise of the distinction he

was afterwards to command.

The success he now achieved turned his thoughts

into a new channel, and confirmed him all the more

in a resolve that he had for the last few months been

meditating upon. Somewhat imprudently, consider-

ing his future was not yet assured, he had married

Miss Grace, the daughter of Mr. John Grace of

Dubhn—a descendant of the ancient family of the

Graces of Courtstown, Kilkenny, whose estates had

been forfeited by William III. for their Jacobite

sympathies—a union which was in every respect a

happy one, and exercised the most beneficial influ-

ence upon his hfe, both social and political. All

idea of a fellowship had now to be abandoned,

for as with the sister Colleges at Oxford and Cam-

bridge, so then at Trinity College, Dublin, matrimony
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was an insurmountable obstacle to any such aspira-

tion.^ It was now absolutely necessary for Napier

to choose a profession, and conscious of the nature

and strength of his talents, in a happy moment he

determined upon being called to the bar, deciding

then in favour of the English bar.

Going up to London he entered himself at Gray's

Inn^ and became a pupil at the Law School of the

London University, then recently founded, attending

the lectures of Mr. Amos, afterwards the well-known

writer upon the English Constitution, who was at

that time Professor of Common Law in the London

University. At the expiration of a few months the

young student passed into the chambers of Mr.,

subsequently Justice Patteson, then the leading prac-

titioner in common law, and to whose guidance and

tuition Napier in after life always expressed himself

as most deeply indebted. Upon the promotion of

Mr. Patteson to the bench in 1830, the subject of this

biography, who had specially studied the science of

pleading under his late master, began to practise as a

^ It was not until 1840 that Fellows of Trinity College were allowed

to marry.

^ From the late Sir Wm. Wheelhouse, Treasurer of Gray's Inn, I

learn that he kept the following terms

:

4 terms in 1828, Hil., East., Trin., Mich.

4 „ 1829

2 „ 1830
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pleader in London, and we are told that during his

first and only term there, his success was so marked

as to give him every prospect of a prosperous and

distinguished career at the English bar. Yet, in

spite of the encouragement he had received, Napier

at this very time resolved to exchange London for

Dublin, and the English for the Irish bar. It was

true that a busy and lucrative career seemed before

him in England, but in the opinion of his friends the

country of his birth offered him advantages which he

could not obtain elsewhere. It is idle to speculate

upon what might have been the future of Napier had

he continued to devote himself to the English bar,

but there is no exaggeration in saying that his career

in this country would have been a very distinguished

one, and that, though the great prize of his profession

might not have fallen into his hands, he would at least

have been rewarded with one of the higher appoint-

ments on the bench. However, in after life he never

regretted the course he was advised to adopt on this

occasion ; for Ireland, the land of his birth and the

home of his friends, afterwards became all in all to

him, and offered him charms and companionship

which might have been denied him in England.

He was called to the Irish bar in the Easter term

of 1831, and attached himself to the north-eastern

circuit.
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Dublin now followed the precedent of London, and

Napier, without any of the struggles and delays of the

men who afterwards attained eminence in their profes-

sion—men like Pratt, Thurlow, Eldon, Eomilly, Lynd-

hurst, and others—at once commanded an exten-

sive practice. Before five years had passed over his

head he was looked upon both by advocate and at-

torney as the most rising of juniors. He was also the

only barrister in Dublin who had pupils reading with

him in chambers.

Called to the bar in 1831 (writes a distinguished Irish

judge),' Napier devoted himself assiduously to the duties of a

junior barrister, and having come from London with the repu-

tation of a skilled common law pleader, he soon became known

as one for whose industry and learning clients could look

with confidence. Shortly after his appearance at the Irish

bar he published a Manual of precedents of forms of declara-

tions on bills of exchange and promissory notes, in the com-

pilation of which he stated his indebtedness to Mr. Justice

Patteson. This work, trifling as it was, introduced him to what

was then a source of considerable income to the junior bar,

and he rapidly became employed in all cases that involved

questions of common law pleading. His arguments on

demurrers, which in those days were very frequent, were

considered masterpieces of legal acumen, and the accuracy

and point with which he marshalled his facts and legal

inferences cannot readily be forgotten by any of his contem-

poraries. Succeeding to this publication was a treatise on the

' MS. notes hy Mr. Justice Han-ison.

c 2
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Practice of the Civil Bill Courts and Courts of Appeal, and

this subject involving a great deal of the junior business of a

circuit barrister, necessarily aided Mr. Napier in his increasing

circuit business. In addition to other labours he became

editor of law reports known as Albeck and Napier's Eeports of

Cases argued in the King's Bench in 1832-34, and such was

the reputation of the editors, that for many years this volume

of reports was the only Irish authority ever referred to in

England in the courts of justice.

Though Napier was now leading the Hfe of the

hard-worked and prosperous advocate, his time and

energies were not exclusively occupied with profes-

sional duties. He took a deep interest in educational

matters ; he delivered several lectures on the common

law which attracted much attention both in Dubhn

and London ; and above all he was busy in establish-

ing a law institute, with the object of improving the

system of legal training for law students. Many of

the improvements then suggested have since been

adopted. A case now occurred which was to bring

him prominently before the public, and lay the foun-

dation of all his future greatness. This was the

remarkable criminal trial of The Queen versus Samuel

Gray, held at Monaghan during the Lent assizes of

1843. It was as follows: The prisoner Gray was

indicted for firing a pistol at one James Cunningham,

with intent to do him bodily harm. Such an offence

was then, by an Act passed in the first year of her
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present Majesty, declared to be a felony. When the

trial came on for hearing, Napier, who was the pri-

soner's counsel, peremptorily challenged one of the

jurors as he was about to be sworn. The objection,

however, was not permitted by the bench, since it

had been decided by the Irish judges that the right

of challenging a juryman existed only in cases of

capital felony ; consequently the case was proceeded

with, when a verdict of guilty was returned against

the prisoner.

In the opinion of Napier this verdict was void

because the jury were illegally constituted, and he

at once moved the Court of Queen's Bench in arrest

of judgment. Upon the case being argued before

the full court, three judges decided against Napier,

and but one—Mr. Justice Perrin—supported him ;

hence the judgment of the court below was con-

firmed. Still, in spite of two adverse decisions, the

counsel for Gray declined to be satisfied and to

admit that his view of the matter was erroneous. He

maintained that in all cases of felony, whether capital

or no, the right to challenge a juryman existed. By

his advice, therefore, a writ of error was sued out to

the House of Lords, and, to the dehght of the com-

bative advocate, the highest court of appeal in the

country was unanimous in upholding his opinion. His

argument received the flattering approval of the law
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lords ; Baron Parke characterised it as ' an able

argument
' ; and it was visible to all that a new and

brilliant star had appeared in the forensic firma-

ment.

The argument of Mr. Napier in this case (writes Mr.

Justice Harrison) is of a most exhaustive character, and is

to be found in the ninth volume of Clarke and Finnelly's

Eeports, the result being in accordance with Mr. Napier's

argument holding that a peremptory challenge of jurors exists

in all cases of felony, whether capital or not.

It was afterwards said that Napier had at his own

expense carried the case on a point of law to the

House ofLords, to secure the acquittal ofGray because

the prisoner was an Orangeman. The statement was

made during the examination of a witness before a

Select Committee on Outrages in Ireland by one of

the members of the committee. Napier, who was

chairman of the committee, was subsequently ex-

amined, and he thus disposed of the charge brought

against him.'^

On the third trial coming on (he said), Gray made an

application to the court ; and it was stated the expense of

these proceedings had ruined him, and he begged that counsel

and attorney might be assigned by the court to defend him.

That is usual when a party is unable to pay ; and the ordinary

' Dublin University Magazine, March 1853.
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and usual course has been for the Crown to pay the reasonable

expenses of the defence. The judge (and I think it was

Judge Crampton who tried him on that occasion) assigned

myself and Mr. Whiteside as his counsel ; and a counsel has

no right to refuse when he is assigned by the judge. If a

barrister is assigned to defend a prisoner, he is bound by his

position to do it. Accordingly on that occasion we appeared

to defend Gray, and on that occasion the jury disagreed.

Then the Crown removed the case from the criminal side of

the court, and took it to the nisi prius side ; it came down a

fourth time for trial ; and on that occasion we were again

assigned by Mr. Justice Perrin to defend Gray. I raised the

question, which had been a very moot question in Ireland, ofthe

right of peremptory challenge by a prisoner, in a case of felony

not capital ; for he was not tried on that occasion for a capital

felony, but a transportable felony. That question was raised,

and was put on the record ; it came up to Dublin, and it was

argued before the Court of Queen's Bench by myself and Mr.

Whiteside. . . . The judges differed in opinion, Mr. Justice

Perrin differing from the rest of the court, and we considered

that his law was right, and the House of Lords thought so.

The Crown then refused to pay any fees, and for performing

our duty we were not allowed one farthing of fees, and they

were ultimately refused by the Crown. My position was this,

that there being an important point of law, involving the right

to challenge, which would arise upon every trial in a case of

transportable felony, having the opinion of one learned judge

with me, and being counsel for the man, and the fees being

refused by the Crown, I thought it was an attempt to oppress

him ; and I certainly did say, that if the case went further,

I would not seek for any compensation or remuneration for

arguing the case. Accordingly the ofScers, both in Ireland

and England, remitted their fees under the circumstances, on
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bringing the appeal ; I came over here ; I never got one

farthing ; I did not pay any money out of my own pocket,

except travelling expenses, in coming over ; but it so hap-

pened that at the same time I was coming over in the case

of Mr. O'Connell, who had also a point before the House of

Lords ; and both the cases were argued in the same week. I

argued the case before the House of Lords ; but I was never

paid one farthing in any way. I did my duty as counsel,

having been assigned, and got nothing for it. The House of

Lords decided that on the point of law the counsel for Gray

were right, and awarded a venire de novo, which would have

enabled the Grown, if they had thought proper, to proceed

again ; but they thought they had gone far enough, and

dropped the proceeding.

Whilst this disputed point was under discussion,

another incident occurred which showed how highly

tlie professional services of Joseph Napier were now

being appreciated. He was already engaged in one

case of a writ of error, he was to be engaged in a

second. The trial of O'Connell and others for sedi-

tious conspiracy arising out of the Clontarf meeting of

1843 had taken place, and the result was the convic-

tion of the traversers ; as in the case of Gray, a writ

of error was also sued out to the House of Lords on

their behalf. And now there followed a curious

struggle. Both parties engaged in the case—the

Crown solicitor and the attorney for the traversers

—

were so desirous of retaining Napier, that it became

a race between them who should first secure his
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services. The respective briefs, with their respective

large fees, were despatched to his house on the same

day, but it so happened that the coveted counsel was

away from his home at the time. The briefs were

forwarded, but by two different posts, and the retainer

of the Crown arriving first, was accepted, much

to the disappointment of O'Connell, who, as a keen

judge of men, was very desirous of being defended

by Napier.

Upon his return to Ireland after the performance

of these duties at the bar of the House of Lords,

Napier received a silk gown from Sir Edward Sugden,

then Lord Chancellor of Ireland. The taking of silk

is always a critical time in the life of counsel. Men

who as juniors have been in the receipt of a large

practice, and are excellent in every capacity when

well led, have often found, to their bitter chagrin, that

when they themselves have developed into leaders,

their business falls away, and the visits of solicitors

become alarmingly less frequent. The gifts which

stood them in such good stead when they wore the

humbler stuff gown are no longer needed, whilst those

which are now indispensable—experience in convinc-

ing judges or humouring juries, more finished powers

of argument, a closer grasp of the subtleties of cross-

examination, and a deeper and more accurate know-

ledge of the law—often make themselves so con-
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spicuous by their absence, that to many barristers

the promotion has ushered in a state of things border-

ing on ruin. With Napier this was not the case.

From the very day of his admission within the bar,

brief after brief continued to cover his table and

rejoice the heart of his clerk, until there was scarcely

a trial of note in which he was not retained for one

side or the other.

From tHs period (writes Mr. Justice Harrison) till his

removal from tlie active duties of Ms profession by legal and

judicial promotion, Mr. Napier was almost uniformly retained

in all leading Irish cases in the House of Lords.

One of the most important suits entrusted to his

hands at this time was that of Lord Dungannon v.

Smith.

The case was one of considerable interest, as well to the

legal profession upon the point of law involved, as it was to

the noble appellant by reason of the amount of property which

depended upon the decision.

Mr. Napier argued the demurrer, on behalf of Lord

Dungannon, before Sir Michael O'Loughlen ; and Sir Edward

Sugden having, pro formd, affirmed the decision, Lord Dun-

gannon appealed to the House of Lords, and brought Mr.

Napier specially to argue the question. It was in truth an

up-hill work. A recent decision of the Vice-Chancellor of

England, affirmed upon appeal by Lord Oottenham—we allude

to the case of Ibbetson v. Ibbetson—was a strong authority

against Lord Dungannon, and, indeed, formed the basis of
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tlie judgment of the Court of Chancery in Ireland ; besides,

the opinions taken in England by the noble appellant were

generally unfavourable and all discouraging. Still, however,

Lord Dungannon determined upon having the highest judicial

decision upon a point in which he thought common sense was,

at all events, in his favour. Upon Mr. Napier, who, as he him-

self obsei'ved, had served an apprenticeship to the case, he

relied with the utmost confidence that no resource which

learniag or assiduity could supply would be unexplored.

And in this he was not deceived. The appeal was opened

by the late Mr. Hodgson, of the English bar, on behalf of

Lord Dungannon ; Lord Lyndhurst, as Chancellor, presided,

assisted by Lord Oottenham, the previous Chancellor, Lord

Brougham, Lord Campbell, and thirteen of the law judges.

His statement of the case was long and elaborate ; but he

made so little impression on the House, that at the conclusion

the counsel for the respondent did not expect to be called on

for any argument in reply.

Mr. Napier then followed on the same side with Mr.

Hodgson, His speech was one of remarkable ability and

learning. With great skill he applied himself to the case

;

he arrested the attention of the court by the masterly review

of all the cases ; and ere he concluded his argument for

the first day, which occupied about an hour, it was evident

that the enemy's flank was turned, and that some of the

court, if not thoroughly convinced already, wavered in their

opinions. Upon the following day he resumed his argument,

and spoke for three hours, with an ability which com-

manded the entire attention of his auditory, and in its pro-

gress elicited more than once the marked approval of several

of the noble lords. At the close of his argument, as Mr.

Napier was gathering up his papers. Lord Lyndhurst remarked

to Mr. Hodgson that the House and the judges begged to
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express their admiration of the able argument which they had

heard, and requested that Mr. Napier should be informed of

this their opinion—Lord Brougham adding, ' a most remark-

ably able argument.' The result was, that the respondent's

counsel were called upon to speak, and, instead of the easy

victory which they had anticipated, they found themselves

obliged to apply all their energies and learning to answer the

arguments of Mr. Napier. The respondents having closed,

it remaiued for Lord Dungannon's counsel to reply, and, at

the special request of the noble appellant, and with the ready

and unconditional assent of Mr. Hodgson, the general reply

was confided to Mr. Napier. Accordingly, upon the 24th of

June, 1845, Mr. Napier replied; he answered the arguments

of his learned opponents with great force and ingenuity, and

it is, perhaps, one of the ablest and the most erudite

specimens of forensic eloquence upon record. Such was its

effect, that it completely won over two eminent judges. Baron

Parke and Justice Patteson, who considered it conclusive

;

though, unfortunately, the current of authority, and especially

the case of Ibbetson v. Ibbetson, were too strong against him

to give a majority in his favour. At the conclusion of the

speech, the Lord Chancellor informed Mr. Napier that it was

the opinion of aU the noble and learned lords present, that

the case was extremely well argued by the learned counsel

;

and both Lords Campbell and Brougham, as well as Baron

Parke and Justice Patteson, in the course of their judg-

ments, pronounced the argument of Mr. Napier to be a very

able one.

The decision of the House was, however, adverse to Lord

Dungannon; but his able advocate had the consolation of

receiving high eulogy from those whose opinions were of

the greatest value. In a letter from Lord Dungannon, who
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expressed his entire satisfaction and gratitude for ttemanner in

which his case had been conducted, that nobleman writes : ' Mr.

T. told me that Baron Parke had stated to him on the circuit,

that the argument was the most able and masterly he had

ever listened to ; and such, he added, was the opinion of Lord

Lyndhurst.' 'I certainly never read,' observes an eminent

individual, ' a more able and intellectual appeal, showing

great talent and acuteness, with a perfect knowledge of his

subject; and his arguments are powerfully backed by cases

which must have occupied immense labour and industry to

have collected together; moreover, his language is really

classically beautiful.' But, perhaps, the eulogy most grate-

ful to his heart was that bestowed upon him by one whose

judgment, sound, discriminating, and severe, is looked up to

by all who know him, and whose experience and habitual

sobriety of mind make him chary of praise. Mr. Holmes,

the honoured veteran and ornament of the Irish bar, the

leader of his own circuit, and the father of the profession,

after having read the argument wrote to Mr. Napier in the

following terms :
' I have received from the perusal of it

great pleasure, and much information. I consider the

argument not only a most able one as applied to the par-

ticular case, but also a very clear, satisfactory, and useful

exposition of the principles which should govern courts

ill the construction of wills, and indeed in their decisions

generally.'

Though the decision in this case was adverse to Lord

Dungannon, the argument of his Irish counsel placed that

gentleman in a very high position in the estimation of English

jurists, and has led to his being engaged in several appeals

before the House of Lords ; and he has invariably experienced

the most marked consideration from Lords Campbell and
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BroTigham, as well as from Lord Lyndhurst, and the English

judges.^

A conspicuous and successful counsel, in the pur-

suit of an ever increasing practice, it was only natural

that Napier should now direct his attention to that

consummation so devoutly to be wished by the ambi-

tious and prosperous advocate—a poHtical career. A
vacancy occurring in the representation of his univer-

sity in 1847, he was brought forward as a candidate,

and appealed to the suffrages of the constituency on

the grounds of his being a staunch Protestant, a

sound Conservative, and a true son of Trinity College.

His first efforts to embrace pohtical life were not

successful, but a few months after his defeat, the seat,

owing to the resignation of Mr. Shaw, the Eecorder

of Dublin, his former rival, became again vacant, and

this time Napier was returned without a struggle.

In acknowledging the honour thus conferred upon

him, Napier said :

Not many months have elapsed since I was caught in

the swell of agitated waters ; the reflux of the wave has left

me high upon the land. I am almost overcome by a feeling

of profound gratitude to you for thus raising me, without a

dissentient voice, to this truly honourable and elevated posi-

tion. My principles, gentlemen, were nurtured within these

walls : it was here I was taught to revere and love the insti-

' Dublin University Magazine, March ^ 853.
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tutions which honour learning and religion : these principles

I have never abandoned : you will find them in a candid

average of my course in life—a fairer test than any isolated

act or incautious expression in a season of sudden excitement.

Then, after alluding in graceful terms to his pre-

decessor, Napier thus continued

:

In gratefully acknowledging the generous support I have

obtained from the various sections of this great constituency,

[the constituencymay be divided into four classes—the Church,

the Bar, the Medical profession, and the educated gentry,]

I naturally first address myself to those resident within the

walls. The candour, the kindness, the good feeling exhibited

towards me in the intercourse I have had with the fellows

and scholars, have produced on my mind impressions which,

I trust, are permanent as they are pleasing. I rejoice to

find amongst you a spirit of wise and rational progress ; and

whilst in every department of science and philosophy a new

vigour prevails—yet the spirit of Ussher is still the genius of

this university, the early chUd of the Eeformation. With

the approving confidence of so large a majority within the

College, I cannot distrust myself in reference to the interests

of our admirable university. I now turn to my own profes-

sion : I cannot adequately tell them how grateful has been

to me their generous support. They will bear me witness

how happily I have lived and laboured amongst them ; and

that I have uniformly trod the plain path of straightforward

industry. Our intercourse has been kindly and unreserved

;

neither interrupted byjealousy nor disturbed by prejudice ; and

if you are sometimes taught the corrupting lesson that profes-

sional promotion is not the prize of industry and virtue, let me
now announce from this elevation on which you have gener-
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ously placed me, that the path of honesty is the noblest path

of honour. The other branch of the legal profession has sup-

ported me in a manner that is as honourable to their feelings

as it is gratifying to mine. So I may add of that intelligent

and valuable profession, the medical body, whose rights I

shall guard with cordial diligence.

But I have reserved for the last, the friends I love the

best, the faithful ministers of our Church, to whom I am
bound by every bond of gratitude, sympathy, and affection.

Your solicitude for my success, your heart-stirring approval

of my claims, aroused me from the repose of private life to

accept this post of arduous duty. I have watched with

sorrow of heart the wasting policy which, by slow degrees,

consumes your substance ; with more than sorrow have I

observed the corrupting policy which seeks to sap your

fidelity. About the time when I left the university, the

Emancipation Act, which I was untruly charged with

intending to assail, became the law of the land. It was a

great compact which professed, on one part, to give increased

security to the property and position of our Church ; and we

were told that hostility would be hallowed iato mere com-

petition : this was solemnised by a form of oath embodying

the assurance. The war against Church property soon com-

menced with earnest vigour : it was followed by an attack

on scriptural education : next came the extinction of the

bishoprics and the taxation of benefices : then the transfer

of a fourth of the reduced income of incumbents : and the

unjust, oppressive, and ruinous rating of the tithe-rent charge

under the provisions of the poor-law act. This was, indeed,

repealing in part the Act of emancipation : raising the un-

shackled arm to strike down the deliverer.

Still our Church was steadfast and faithful to its great

commission. Destroy its fidelity and its ruin is secured.
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Encourage subserviency, induce compromise, subvert princi-

ple, promote the time-server ; seduce, under promise of marri-

age, and despise tbe victim thus demoralised and destroyed.

I might ask you, as honest and honourable men, could you

really desire a union to be erected on this hollow basis of

compromise and corruption ? I know you would not—and if

you did, I ought not to be your representative. Enlightened

toleration I uphold ; in renouncing that, the genius and spirit

of true Protestantism would be discarded. I would seek for

every legitimate object of public usefulness which reasonable

men could promote, without clashing of conscientious princi-

ples ; but, gentlemen, your representative should never tamper

with the principle which is the foundation-stone of this vener-

able university. Believe me, I feel the solemn responsibility

of the trust which is now confided to me on this interesting

occasion. But with the opportunity of constant intercourse

and conference with the learned and wise and good men of

the constituency, and in the simple but sincere desire to be

useful without ostentation, I feel of good cheer—I am not

discouraged. We have arrived at a great crisis in the destiny

of Ireland. Oh ! that a spirit of sober-mindedness, industry,

and self-reliance, would take deep root in our country, and

individual eifort and example become the seed of general

improvement ! Acting on the requirements of sacred Truth,

and steadily proceeding under its guiding light, we might

apply the language of our sweet melodist

—

Then, soon the prospect clearing,

By cloudless starlight on he treads,

And finds no light so cheering

As the light which Heaven sheds.

The 'wild justice of revenge' would not then let loose upon

the land the spirit of demons, but ' preventing justice,' as Sir

Edward Coke designates it, would secure true blessings for

D
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our country. His quaint but expressive language describes

it as consisting in three things : first, the good instruction of

youth in the grounds of the true religion and the knowledge

of some trade, to prevent idleness ; second, in the execution

of good laws ; and third, in rarely granting pardons. ' The

consideration of this preventing justice,' he says, ' were

worthy of the wisdom of a parliament, and in the meantime

expert and wise men to make preparation for the same ; as

the text saith, " Ut beneficat eis Dominus." Blessed shall

he be that layeth the first stone of this building ; more

blessed he that proceeds in it ; most of all that finisheth it

to the glory of God and the honour of our Queen and nation.'

I have addressed you, gentlemen, designedly in much sim-

plicity, for I am pressed by emotions too powerful, too weighty

for elaborate expression. I can add no more than again to

thank you in the fulness of my heart—and once more to

assure you that my humble exertions shall always be devoted,

with anxious diligence, to the good of the Church, the honour

of the university, and the welfare of my native country.

How fully this pledge was carried out is plain to

all who interest themselves in the political career of

the subject of this biography.

I was on Mr. Napier's committee (writes Dr. Salmon, the

Eegius Professor of Divinity at Trinity College, Dublin) when

he became a candidate for the representation of the university.

The former representatives were excellent men, but they had

in our eyes the fatal defect of not being graduates of the

university. Though defeated in the first contest, we were vic-

torious a few months later, and ever since we have been repre-

sented by graduates of our own. It was a great satisfaction

to us that our representative so soon justified our confidence

in him by the influence he acquired in the House of Commons.
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The entrance of Napier into the House of Commons

was at an eventful period in the fortunes of the Conser-

vative party. The Corn Laws had been repealed, and

the embittered Protectionists were still sore at the

' treachery ' of their late leader, holding themselves

indignantly aloof from himself and his following.

Lord John Eussell was Prime Minister, and, with the

exception of Lord Palmerston, his Cabinet was weak

both in administrative capacity and debating power.

Had it not been for the support accorded to the

Government by Sir Eobert Peel, ministers would

have failed in defeating the tactics of the opposition.

Three great parties then existed in the House of

Commons. The Whigs, who were in power ; those

Conservatives who still adhered to the fallen fortunes

of Sir Eobert Peel ; and the Protectionists under the

nominal leadership of Lord George Bentinck. Thus

on any measure brought up for discussion a fusion

between the Peelites and the Protectionists would

place ministers in a minority. Sir Eobert Peel, how-

ever, had no intention of bridging over the existing

breach, for he knew that if the Conservatives came

into office he could not hope to be reinstated as head

of the Cabinet. He resolved, therefore, to support

the policy of Lord John Eussell.

Though sitting on the opposition benches, Napier

declined at first to identify himself either with Peelites

D 2
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or Protectionists. He did not wish, he said, in his

speech opposing the extension of the income tax to

Ireland (March 17, 1848), to attach himself to any-

party, but to vote according to his conscience instead

of in obedience to the directions of any given leader.

' When I entered the House ofCommons,' he said, 'Iwas

determined that every vote I gave should be without

any reference to party questions, but should be given

purely on conscientious principles.' Still, a perusal of

his speeches in what Mr. Disraeli called the ' Dunciad

of pohtics '—'Hansard'—during the session of 1848

plainly shows that Napier's sympathies were fully in

favour of the policy of Conservatism, and that his sug-

gestions and objections were in complete accordance

with its teaching. His maiden effort was dehvered

upon the well-worn topic of capital punishment, which,

contrary to the opinion of the sentimentalists, he was

in favour of retaining.

He had had (he said, March 14, 1848) considerable

experience in civil and criminal justice, and could therefore

offer one or two observations which might throw light upon

the question. There was one point on which all were agreed,

and which was taken as the basis of the argument on both

sides—the principle of the sacredness of human life. Any one

who had witnessed the administration of the criminal law in

this country, could not but see in every department of criminal

justice the most striking evidence of that tenderness for human

life, that extreme caution, that almost divine carefulness, that
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not the liair of a man's head should be injured unless upon

the clearest proof of his guilt. The question had been argued

by certain members on the ground that Government had no

power to execute capital punishments. If that were so, there

was an end of the question : yet how had that end been main-

tained ? It was said that human tribunals were fallible, and

might make mistakes. But, if that were so, the same argu-

ment would prevent human tribunals from dealing with

liberty and property, or indeed with all the concerns of life.

For his own part, he thought that the power of society to

take away life rested upon the Divine precept, or upon the

parallel principle, that all human society was of Divine ap-

pointment. But, admitting that, there was still the important

question remaining—and it was a very important question

—

under what circumstances might human life be taken away ?

His own tendency had ever been to reduce the power of

taking away life to the utmost possible limit. Without pre-

tending to have any stereotyped opinions on the subject, he

had come to the conclusion that murder was the only crime

for which human life should be taken away. It had been

raised as an argument against the punishment of death in any

case, that the fear of inflicting such punishment deterred

juries from finding a verdict of guilty
;
yet he thought that

argument only went to show that that was the highest

sentence known to the law, that it ought not to be lightly

inflicted ; and as for himself, he was satisfied that in no case

ought the punishment to be inflicted unless the evidence was

such as to leave the case free from all doubt. He remem-

bered being engaged in an argument one morning with some

of his brethren at the bar, when he maintained, perhaps some-

what rashly, that an innocent man was never convicted. That

very day he was called upon to defend a man for the crime

of murder, but which the prosecutor put as a case of man-
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slaughter ; and in tliat instance the innocent man was con-

victed, while the guilty escaped. At the same time, as he

had said before, if simple error was to be allowed as an argu-

ment against punishment, there would be an end to human

tribunals. It was his intention to oppose the motion.

His advocacy was on the winning side, for the

suggestion was rejected by a large majority.

A special acquaintance with a special subject is

always appreciated by the House of Commons, and

on the next occasion when Napier addressed the

assembly he was listened to with the attention which

information when united with sound deductions always

commands. His remarks are as apphcable now as

they were then. It was upon the old old story of the

wrongs of Ireland—wrongs which the agitator taught

were the result of landlord avarice and oppression,

and which common sense saw was but the result

of peasant laziness, improvidence, and superstition.

The outgoing Tenants (Ireland) Bill was being dis-

cussed (April 5, 1848), and led to much comment upon

the state of the Irish land laws. No one was better

calculated to speak with authority on this question,

from his practical and professional knowledge of the

subject as an Irishman and a lawyer, than Napier.

He proved, by a comparison between the condition of

Ulster and that of the southern and disaffected dis-

tiicts of Ireland, that the misery of the tenant was
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not due to the land laws or the greed of his landlord,

but to the indolence and fondness for sedition of the

peasant. Let the peasant, he said, work as his brother

in Ulster —be as sober. God-fearing, and proof against

the tricks of the agitation-monger—and he would soon

find that the same prosperity would attend upon his

labours, and no more be heard of the sorrows and

special griefs of the Irish peasantry.

If thus you liave (he said) in one province the yeoman

class combined in support of law and order—attached to

British institutions—educated in the principles which have

made England great and prosperous ; but in other parts of

Ireland the tenant-class conspiring against the law—stimu-

lated to malignant hatred of everything English simply

because it is English—and every reasonable effort at improv-

ing their condition frustrated by the energies of unprincipled

advisers, who hate and fear the power of true constitutional

liberty; in the one place religion appealing to the under-

standings and affections of the people,—in the other, to their

passions and their senses—can you hope to equalise by

human law differences occasioned by Divine legislation ; or

shall the former prevail where the latter is repudiated ? It

cannot be ; another remedy must be sought and applied.

While I admit the moral inequality, I would to some extent

desire to be the apologist of many of my degraded country-

men. Remember their wretched state of social and physical

depression; and, above all, reflect on the training they

habitually undergo. How can legislation correct this ? It

cannot make men virtuous ; and yet to be happy they must

be good, and to be good, religious truth must warm their
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hearts. You cannot transplant by statute the moral culture

of one province to fix it in another ; nor can that which ia

indigenous to a moral soil flourish in an atmosphere of dis-

affection and crime ; and you might as well hope to trans-

plant the luxuriant exotic to some bleak and barren mountain,

and create fertility by exposing it to perish. In your agri-

cultural improvements you begin by subsoiling, draining, and

then manuring : noxious weeds have been removed and cold

and chilling influences abstracted, and then by patient waiting

productiveness is secured. Such must be the analogous

process to produce in other parts of Ireland the prosperity of

Ulster.

Here, then, is the secret as to the miseries of Ireland

;

you discover it by a candid comparison of the condition of her

prosperous province and her degraded districts. The swell

of agitation is thrown back from Ulster. British connection

is valued, not denounced ; its privileges made available, not

counteracted—kindly feeling between landlord and tenant

prevails—religious liberty is honoured, and truth diSuses its

own peculiar blessings. You look away from this prosperous

spot : you see suspicion displacing confidence—hatred of

England inculcated and cherished as a religious dogma—the

bad passions aroused and inflamed—the charities of human

hearts curdled and corrupted—those relations dissevered

which are the ofispring of dependence and protection ; here

are the immediate causes of the depression which is acknow-

ledged
;
you must renovate the soil before you can improve

the products. So long as those who influence and stimulate

the mind of the people stoop to an ignominious popularity,

to trade upon their distress or disaffection, the efforts of

the wise and good are baffled and impeded. This is the evil

which must be met, and honestly and boldly grappled with.

Your legislation is all romance until this previous question



EARLY DAYS U

be decided. The constitution of England, that noblest

edifice ever reared on earth, which stands amidst the storm

which rocks all Europe to its centre '—that which gives to

England a name and a place on which Heaven shines

serenely—it must by its own steady powers infuse its own

principles by gentle processes into the habits of the people of

Ireland ; trusting to the energy and wisdom of its laws, and

the power of its own executive ; not suffering any irrespon-

sible body ofmen to assume the right or the power of dictating

terms of government ; but with conscious strength and

dignity imparting the light and warmth of freedom to shine

on all with steady impartiality, and thus quicken into life the

attachment and respect of the people.

During the debate, several of the Irish members

did not fail to repeat the stale accusation that the

House had scant sympathy with Irish grievances.

Napier met the charge with one of those home truths

none knew better than he how to deliver.

If it be so (he cried) it is the fault of Irish members.

Where is the measure that has been brought forward in a

practicable shape that has been capriciously rejected ? When
have facts, dispassionately stated and accurately ascertained,

been treated with disdain ? I must say, in justice to the

English members, that in the limited opportunity I have had

of observation, I see no indisposition to entertain the discus-

sion of Irish questions, except so far as the manner in which

they are introduced may have occasioned that indisposition.

If men are content to indulge in vulgar clamour and general

^ The year 1848 saw almost the entire continent of Europe con-vulsed

by revolution.
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abuse, or, when they are precise in detail, if they are usually

inaccurate in their facts and figures—if thus they nauseate

Englishmen, without instructing them, on local matters—in

common fairness, let themselves bear the blame of the natural

result ; and let those who send them as their representatives

reap the fruit of their selection.

This speech of Napier's was singularly telling in

its effect, and even those whose views it combated

were compelled to acknowledge how much of truth

there was in its strictures and criticisms.

To the efforts of Lord John Eussell in the cause

of Jewish emancipation we find Napier, like the rest

of those who sat on his side of the House, posing as a

strenuous opponent. He feared, as most of his party-

then feared, that the removal of Jewish disabihties

would put in jeopardy the Christian character of our

legislation.

The question involves (he said, May 4, 1848) a principle

rather of national acknowledgment than individual conviction

;

but I feel myself at liberty to argue on the assumption, that

as we are all professing Christians, we individually recognise

what our law and constitution as yet maintain—that Christi-

anity is the true religion; that national acknowledgment

ceases when this Bill becomes law. No man can afterwards

in this House assume Christianity to be true. The progress

of toleration melted away the civil distinction between differ-

ent classes of professing Christians. We would not rend the

garment ; are we now to cast lots for it ? The importance of

our national Christianity cannot be overstated ; God deals
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witli nations differently from the case of individuals. Their

equities may be adjusted when nations must have ceased to

exist ; and therefore the dealings with nations are temporal,

and for outward acts. The dealings with a nation exhibit

the principles of God's moral government. So it was in the

history of the Jewish people. To acknowledge Him, to

guard His oracles, to obey His commandments, insured His

favour ; the opposite course incurred His censure. The

famine, the pestilence, and the sword inflicted national judg-

ments ; and at last the rejection of Christ as the Messiah

smashed and shivered into fragments that mighty and

majestic people, exhibiting in their desolation the appalling

evidence of the truth they repudiated.

England has ever admitted the principle of national religion.

The nation has knelt as one man to supplicate for mercy, and

to ofier thanksgiving. The Government ofthe noble lord, and

I honour him for it, in a true spirit has sanctioned both. If,

then, the dealing with a nation is to exhibit the course of God's

moral government, and if that affixes approval or censure,

blessing or judgment, according to the external act, publicly

and openly manifested ; and if there be reality and consistency

in the Divine government of the world, I would ask, in un-

affected simplicity, can we, as a people, renounce Christianity

as the basis of our law and legislation, without exposing our-

selves as a people to the Divine displeasure ? Pass this Bill,

and the deist and the infidel may consistently demand ad-

mittance to the councils of a nation having all its laws and

institutions previously founded and administered on the

principles of comprehensive Christianity. I am not arguing

against enlightened toleration. Where the Gospel of our

Saviour is admitted to be the common standard of doctrine,

or the common rule of morals, we can afford to be very

tolerant. The duties of life require it, and the free action of
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the mind and heart seems to justify it. The colours in the

ray are lost in that intimate coalescence which gives light

and heat to the world when all diverge from the one heavenly

source and centre. The distinctions of Christians may be

blended but not confounded in the practical charities of a life

of duty. But in accommodating our constitution to him who

regards our Lord as an impostor, and Christianity as untrue,

the very principle of our constitutional toleration is sacrificed

;

confusions expel consistency, and the nation ceases to honour

Him who is the King of Kings.

As to the Jews themselves, how will this operate ? I rejoice

to think that the rejection of this Bill could not, in any respect,

help forward that affliction which, in the wisdom of God, they

have so long experienced as a people. I regard them with an

interest I could not here express—the hermit people destined

for a glory emphatically theirs, in their own loved Jerusalem.

They dwell amongst the Gentile nations ; they mingle not

with any ; their hopes cannot centre in a Gentile land ; the

true functions of our legislation are incompatible with their

national expectations. In every country stUl they are one

peculiar people—strangers and sojourners—looking to regain

their own land : theirs, not by stratagem or treaty, but by

Divine donation. A Jew could not be a citizen of England,

pledged to sustain its interests as paramount, without forfeit-

ing the noblest expectations of restored nationality. He may

hate you for your creed ; he must despise you if he doubts

your sincerity. What may be the influence on the Jewish

mind to see the great Sanhedrim of the great Christian nation

making no account of the denial of their Messiah, and treat-

ing unbelief as a matter indifferent, may not be difficult to

conjecture, though impossible to predict. I would ask you

to pause before you so peril the constitution, and provoke the

jealousy of Him whose providence has been now so signally
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manifested in mercy to our favoured land. There is enough

to require the faithful efforts of our common Christianity in

plain and honest usefulness amongst our own people. The

feeling I cherish towards the Jew is fraught with emotions

too profound and solemn for the excitement of debate, and

deeper still the jealous affection for the true faith of a

Christian. Of that faith I desire not to be ostentatious, but

I would not dare to be ashamed. I know not whether I

ought to have said so much on this deeply important question.

The powerful and eloquent speech of the hon. and learned

member for Midhurst [Mr. Walpole] might have almost

excused my silence, for I could not hope to persuade if he

has not convinced. But regarding the question as one of

great individual responsibility in supporting or opposing the

measure, I trust I have not transgressed the fair limits of

debate in the observations I have now, with sincere deference,

submitted to the better judgment of the House.

On the different occasions when this question was

brought forward, the member for Dubhn University-

was always consistent with himself, and opposed the

relief prayed for.

Considering that Napier had only been recently

admitted into the House of Commons and was new to

its proceedings, he certainly cannot be accused of

being one of its silent or ignored members. In this

his first session, he was constant in his attendance,

served on committees, and spoke whenever he deemed

the interests of Protestantism or those of his country

were endangered. He opposed the extension of the
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income tax to Ireland, since Ireland, he argued, was

already sufficiently taxed for the purpose of swelhng

the revenues of the imperial exchequer. He dis-

approved of opening diplomatic relations with Eome,

which were then under consideration, on the ground

that such a course would 'recognise an authority

not recognised by this country, and the result might

be that that authority would come into conflict with

that of the Queen, and divide the allegiance of her

Majesty's subjects.' Whenever the subject of educa-

tion in Ireland was brought forward he spoke warmly

in favour, as might have been expected, of including

the reading of the Scriptures during the hours of

general instruction ; if that permission were accorded,

he said, the objections of the clergy of the Irish Church

to the system of education adopted in Ireland would

be removed, and the Church enabled to avail herself

of the public grant. Upon the question of the ballot

we find him among its opponents, and raising the

usual objections against secret voting.

He disliked (he said) anything sneaking and underhand.

In the case of juries, which had been alluded to, each man
knew his fellows' mind, and the world knew the opinion of

all. Could it be pretended that there were no public duties

that they were bound to discharge under the constitution,

which it might be inconvenient and injurious to private

interest to discharge ? Why not, at that rate, shut up all

the avenues by which the proceedings of the House became
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public? Why not have vote by ballot in the House? It

might save a man from the frown of the minister. But

in that House men acted under the influence—the genial

influence—of public opinion. The vote by ballot was, in his

opinion, inconsistent with the British constitution.

Few men, however great their talents, can wholly-

free themselves from the prejudices of the age they

live in, and always rise, with that prescience which

anticipates the future, superior to the influences by

which they are surrounded. Napier we find, in certain

of his objections to measures then brought forward,

no exception to this rule ; at the same time we see

him during this his first session uncompromising in

his assertion of the Protestantism he professed, and in

the interpretation of Holy Writ as the one great guide

of pohtical conduct. Shortly after his return to Parlia-

ment, an important meeting was held at the National

Club, of which Napier was a prominent member,

and where he spent much of his leisure when in

London. Most of the letters entrusted to me are

dated from that establishment. The National Club

was founded in the summer of 1845 for the following

objects : 1. To maintain the Protestant principles of

the constitution in the administration of public affairs.

2. To uphold a system of National education based on

Scripture, and conducted by the ministers of religion.

3. To preserve the Church of England and Ireland in
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its truth and integrity. 4. To use every effort that

the government of Ireland might be conducted ac-

cording to the principles of the British constitution ;

and for the estabhshment in Ireland of religious

liberty. 5. And to endeavour by every means in its

power to raise the social condition of the people.

At this meeting Napier spoke, and foreshadowed

as it were the course in Parliament he intended to

pursue. The only mode, he said, in which peace and

order could be established in Ireland was from up-

holding the same principles and institutions by which

they were maintained in England. The preservation

of Protestantism was the very essence of the existence

of Ireland. Why was the province of Ulster so peace-

able, so moral, and so prosperous, while the rest of

Ireland was not so? Was it not manifest that all

those blessings were connected with, and to be attri-

buted to, the scriptural faith and pure worship which

were upheld and valued by the people .? Protestantism

was the key to the state of Ireland. It was a great

mistake to suppose that the Church of Ireland could

be separated from the Church of England, as if it had

an independent existence or foundation ; and his

opinion was that the decisive battle of Protestant

truth and Protestant principles would have to be

fought in the case of Ireland. The very vitality of

England was her religion, and that was truly her
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Protestantism ; nothing could save England but the

rehgion of England. Englishmen should feel just as

much interested in the Protestantism of Ireland as

they were in the Protestantism of England, for if the

Protestantism of Ireland stood they were safe, if it

fell they perished with them.

As to Ireland (said Napier), what I complain of is, as

regards England, that the principles of the Act of Union have

not been carried out faithfully towards the Protestants of

Ireland. They have not—you have not—supported our

Church in that country in the way it ought to have been

supported, and in the way it deserved. The Protestantism of

Ireland, I tell you, is worth contending for ; the Protestant

clergy of Ireland are worthy of your support and sympathy

;

the Protestant yeomaniy of Ireland are as fine a race of men

as ever peopled any country in the world—they are men of in-

dependent minds, they are men of intelligence, they are men of

integrity, they are loyal men. The yeomanry of Ireland are

men who have not been shaken from their fidelity by cold

neglect or injustice—even under all they sufiered, even under

all the contumely they have endured—still they are loyal and

steady, calm and prepared to defend the empire—men in all

respects worth supporting. We only require to have our cause

brought dispassionately under the sober consideration ofthe fair

and honest minds ofEnglishmen to have it fuUy and vigorously

supported. . . . Contrast the two Churches in their fruits.

Am I wrong, then, in saying that the Protestants of Ireland

are worthy to be cherished and preserved ? When com-

parisons are sometimes mentioned, Protestants are spoken of

as bigoted and extravagant, and the question is asked. What

do they want ? We want protection to our Church ; equality
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of general privileges ; what our religion, our loyalty, our

integrity, our principles, and the Treaty of Union, all entitle

us to demand. . . . We call on you to assist us in preserv-

ing our Protestant institutions, in guarding our Church as

you have contracted. It is our only remaining institution.

Let us in general privileges be treated on a fair equality. If

annually a large public grant be made for the support of

schools where the Word of God is under prohibition in defer-

ence to Romanism, surely we can and ought to expect some

share of such a grant for our scriptural schools, where the

great principle of Protestantism, the warrant of God's Word,

is honoured and upheld ? Let us, then, be dealt with on

equal terms, in justice to the Treaty of Union ; and I hope

the mind of Protestant England will take it up in a true

Protestant spirit, so that they may endeavour to understand

the question for themselves, and to know our exact position.

These views we see, and shall continue to see,

Napier from his first entrance into the House of

Commons prominently advocated. They cropped up

in almost every speech he delivered. He was never

wearied of passing eulogies upon the utility of the

Irish Church, and the industry and devotion of the

Irish clergy ; he was always opposed to a ' godless
'

education, though at a later period of his life cir-

cumstances compelled him somewhat to shift his

ground. A firm believer in the truths of Protes-

tantism, he was ever its uncompromising supporter,

tliough always a tolerant antagonist of Eome (' so

far as toleration is concerned,' he said in one of his
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speeches, ' I feel it ray duty, my bounden duty, to be

tolerant ; for it would be suicidal in Protestantism to

be intolerant
') ; and above all we see that in every-

thing he advanced or objected to he was guided by

the sole desire of acting in accordance with the

precepts contained in Scripture.

E 2
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CHAPTER II.

IKISH QUESTIONS.

Ireland is and has always teen subject to great and deplorable evils

which have a deep root, for they lie in the situation of the country itself

—in the present character, manners, and habits of its inhabitants—in

their want of intelligence—in the unavoidable separation between certain

classes—in the state of property—in its religious distinctions—in the

rancour which bigotry engenders and superstition rears and cherishes.

These are evils, it is true, which cannot be cured in a moment : still the

question is, whether we should not adopt some plan which may lead to

that cure in course of time. ... I know that the interests of the two

countries must be taken together, and that a man cannot speak as a true

Englishman unless he speaks as a true Irishman, nor as a true Irishman

unless he speaks as a true Englishman.

—

William Pitt, House of

Commons, Jan. 31, 1799.

At this time the most pressing question with which

Lord John Eussell had to deal was the turbulent

condition of Ireland. Famine and disaffection were

doing their work of discontent throughout the island.

'In Ireland,' said her Majesty in her speech from

the throne, ' the loss of the usual food of the people

has been the cause of severe suffering, of disease and

greatly increased mortality among the poorer classes.

Outrages have become more frequent, chiefly directed

against property, and the transit of provisions has
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been rendered unsafe in some parts of the country.'

To mitigate these evils the Government introduced

various measures of relief. Large numbers of men

were employed on public works, while those who

were occupied on their own holdings were supplied

with food through local relief committees acting in

connection with the poor law guardians. Several

thousands of pounds were spent in the purchase of

seed and in the reclamation of waste lands. The

poor law also was so extended as to authorise out-

door relief in food to such able-bodied applicants as

could not be put to useful labour. Still these mea-

sures failed to effect much benefit to the Irish people.

' Day by day,' wrote an Irish journal, ' the accounts

that reach us are becoming more horrifying. There

is scarcely a county in Ireland in which the people

are not starving.'

Nor was this the worst. When men have to

suffer bitter privations they are within measurable

distance of revolt. Goaded by misery the Irish

turned against their masters, and sought to satisfy

their discontent by vindictive measures. Homesteads

were burned, cattle houghed, and unpopular land-

lords shot down. Indeed, so threatening was the

situation, and so marked the spread of sedition, that

one of the first Acts which ministers felt themselves

called upon to introduce was to renew the law
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passed in the preceding year for suspending the

Habeas Corpus Act in certain of the disaffected dis -

tricts. The measure was brought forward by Sir

George Grey, then Home Secretary, and was cordi-

ally approved of by Napier. He considered such a

step absolutely necessary for the restoration of confi-

dence and security among the well affected in Ireland,

and for the suppression of the spirit of disaffection

which in certain parts of the island scarcely courted

concealment. There would be great danger, he said,

if the Act were now permitted to expire.

The position which Napier occupied in the House

at this time was somewhat anomalous. He faced the

Treasury bench as an opponent, and yet at the same

time he was a kind of unofficial adviser of the Govern-

ment upon matters touching his own country. ' At

this period,' writes one who was intimate with him

during the earlier portion of his parliamentary career,

' the Whigs had no Irish law officer in Parliament, a

position of itself sufficiently embarrassing, but which

might have been made doubly so by an able lawyer

in the opposition if he so desired. But faction was

no part of Mr. Napier's nature or principles. To his

honour, be it said, he was on every occasion ready to

give his assistance to the House in answering questions

and supplying information which should have been

answered and supplied by some ministerial member ;
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and thus while availing himself of those opportu-

nities of usefulness he acquired the respect of the

House at large and the friendly regard of many in-

dividuals politically opposed to him, and he was sure

at all times to obtain a ready and attentive hearing.'

In several of his letters at this date Napier makes

mention with gratified pride of his already having

obtained the ear of the House, of the approval which

his views—especially his Irish views—received, and

of the kindly feelings entertained towards him by

those sitting on both sides of the chamber. Before

he had been two years in Parliament he was able to

write, commenting upon the position he had won

for himself with humorous self-complacency, ' I am

now a small great man—the " Times " informs its

readers—when I come to London !

' He also wrote

that the labours of the session were very severe, that

the late hours were beginning to tell upon his health,

and that he pined for rest and fresh air. When the

broihng days of summer came, and the close atmo-

sphere of Westminster was almost unendurable, this

desire for change is always the burden of his song in

the frequent bulletins of parliamentary work and life

which he addresses to his wife.

One of the chief features in the character of

Joseph Napier was the frank and consistent manner

in which he maintained his religious views. He was
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never, no matter how mundane the assembly he ad-

dressed might be, ashamed of the scriptural opinions

he upheld, and of expressing how firmly it was his

desire to build up his political faith not in strict

accordance with party tenets, but solely as it rested

upon the basis of revealed truth. Keen and earnest

pohtician though he was, he never forgot that his

first judgment upon any question was not how it

stood to Conservatism, but how it was sanctioned by

the commands of Christianity—of that Evangelical

Protestantism which was the great animating spirit of

his pure and blameless life. We shall have occasion

to notice during this session of 1849 how often he

felt compelled to look down upon the strife of debate

from the vantage point of the Bible, and to draw his

conclusions in accordance with its teaching.

In the debate on the Habeas Corpus Act an op-

portunity offered itself for him to defend the creed

and communion which had always been most dear to

his heart. In the course of opposing the measure,

Mr. Eoche, the then member for Cork, had stigma-

tised the Irish Church as ' that gross and intolerable

monopoly which stood at the head and front of Ire-

land's grievances.' Napier went out of his way to

combat the accusation. He denied that the Irish

Church was a monopoly, and maintained that its

existence was of incalculable benefit to Ireland—the
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true bond of union between England and Ireland.

He was ready to meet any challenge against that

Church upon every ground—upon the ground of its

antiquity, the truth of its doctrine as being conform-

able with Scripture, the correctness of its discipline,

the unbroken succession of its spiritual leaders

from the earliest ages down to the present time

;

all its long catalogue of bishops, he said, many emi-

nent for their piety and learning, could trace their

descent from the days of St. Patrick. He would

go from the South to the North of Ireland, and

trace in all its territorial extension the benefits and

advantages of Protestantism. He found it foster no

sedition or insurrectionary spirit ; whilst in Pro-

testant Ulster in particular, prosperity, industry,

and every blessing that gave temporal and spiritual

happiness to man reigned co-extensively with that

Protestantism which contained the germs of every-

thing that could make a people prosper for time

and eternity.

This staunch adherence to the virtues of Pro-

testantism Napier considered was injurious to his in-

terests in the reporters' gallery of the House, where

there is always a large contingent of Irish Eoman

Catholics doing work for their respective newspapers.

He had been opposing the withdrawal of a grant

called Ministers' money, which was a tax for the sup-
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port of Protestant clergy levied upon the Eoman

Catholics living in certain corporate towns in the south

of Ireland. Napier advocated the imposition of this

tax, since the title of the Irish Church to the income

was, he said, as good as the title by which any land-

lord held his land. If the Protestant clergy dis-

charged their duties usefully and properly, they

ought, he argued, to be paid ; and if they were to be

paid, it would, he supposed, also be admitted that the

labourer was worthy of his hire.

I spoke last night (he writes, March 28, 1849, to his wife)

on the abolition of Ministers' money. The Popish reporters

(for unfortunately almost all the men who report are Roman-

ists) have done me as much injustice as is in their power.

My own friends, who carried the division by a large majority,

were quite pleased, and Mr. Hamilton [his colleague in the

representation of Dublin University] approved of the course

I took. But it shows me what I may expect whenever I

cordially advocate the cause of the Church. Sir Robert Peel

listened to me with evident attention, so much so as to attract

observation. At the same time I would rather I had not

spoken, but I could not have omitted without apparent

neglect of duty.

The next subject relating to Irish affairs which

engaged the attention of Napier was a proposal

brought forward by Sir Charles Wood, then the

Chancellor of the Exchequer, to grant fifty thousand

pounds out of the Imperial Exchequer for the relief
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of certain poor law unions in Ireland. Napier

opposed the motion, contending that the grant was

utterly inadequate even to save the starving people in

the Connaught Unions alone from death. Ten more

such grants, he said, would be at least required. He

asserted that the system involved in these grants was

vicious in principle, unjust in practice, and impolitic

with respect to the suffering districts themselves. It

was the duty of the Government not to treat Ireland

as a mendicant, but rather to introduce without delay

such measures as would in future obviate the necessity

of applying to Parhament for rehef of this nature.

This suggestion was accepted, and a Select Committee

appointed, of which Napier was a member, to inquire

into the state of the Irish poor law.

Upon the issue of the report of the committee.

Lord John Eussell moved a resolution that in each

of the next two years there should be paid by every

union in Ireland a sum equal to the rate of sixpence

in the pound on each electoral division in such union,

to go to a general fund for the relief of the poor in

Ireland. An interesting debate ensued upon this

measure—the Eate in Aid Bill as it was called

—

which was entered into by most of the leading mem-

bers of the House. Napier opposed the resolution,

denying the justice of making the solvent unions bear

the defalcations of the insolvent. He considered it
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unconstitutional and unjust to impose on Ireland

separate national taxation for the wants of particular

localities so long as the revenues of Ireland were paid

into the exchequer of the empire. Such a proceeding

was unwise, was difficult of execution, and would not

answer its proposed object. His main position with

regard to the working of a poor law, either in England

or Ireland, was that no money should be levied in

one union for the support of paupers in another

union, when the one had no control over the expen-

diture of the rate in the other. He asserted that

neither the law of Elizabeth nor that of 1838 recog-

nised the principle of responsibility beyond the limits

of the particular union, much less could the Poor Law

Extension Act be considered to do so. Thus, he

argued, to levy money in England for such a purpose

would be unjust, but to do so in Ireland would be

both unjust and dangerous. There should be no

intervening medium between local rating and taxation

and imperial rating and taxation. Under the Act of

Union, Ireland had a right to expect in an emergency

such as then existed an imperial and not a mere Irish

grant for her rehef. Then he concluded by censuring

the Government for its persistence in temporary ex-

pedients unaccompanied by those remedial measures

which should have been introduced at the same time

as the schemes for relief were suggested.
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There were three things (said Napier) Ireland wanted in

order to promote her welfare. The first was repose, a cessa-

tion of political differences and angry feelings and disputes
;

secondly, capital ; thirdly, the exertion of private individuals

for the purposes of agricultural improvement. Any policy

that would ensure even one of these three things ought in

his opinion to meet with favour on the part of the House

;

and any course of action which was likely to have a contrary

effect ought to be discouraged. Now, let him for a moment

test these three subjects by the feeling of the people of Ire-

land ; and a large proportion of them were perfectly capable

of forming a judgment upon them. The House must be

already aware that the majority of the Irish people had ex-

pressed opinions unfavourable to the measure, and that in

some instances threats had been held out with respect to

obedience to the law. His own hope was, that if the bill

should pass, its provisions would be quietly obeyed; but at

the same time he was of opinion that obedience might be

purchased at a very dear price. Prom the opinion which

was known to prevail upon the subject of the measure, he

thought that it would tend to weaken the affections of the

loyal portion of the people of Ireland towards England, and

that it would engender feelings of animosity towards British

legislation. . . . With regard to the question of capital, if

it was considered advisable to make advances of the public

money, could they not be made under ordinary circumstances,

and not by diminishing the shattered remnant of the capital

which remained in the country ? It was this constant

system of taxing property in Ireland that deterred men who

had capital from employing it, and thus private enterprise was

paralysed. . . . With regard to the financial argument in

respect of Irelaud—if it were the real sound feeling of Eng-

land—not that unhealthy feeling which induced a desire to
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shift a burden from their own to other shoulders—if the

sound feeling of this country were that Ireland ought to bear

any additional taxation, he would not put forward a mere

financial argument against such a feeling, because he was

very anxious that there should be good feeling on both sides
;

ill-feeling on either or both sides could only be injurious to

both countries, therefore he thought it both unwise and un-

generous to press such a measure. There ought, in common

justice, to be either local rating or local taxation, or, that

failing, then the appeal for aid ought to be made to the

imperial treasury.

The speech of Napier on this occasion was much

approved of, and the member for Dubhn University-

was cordially congratulated on its close by those who

sat on his side of the House. Sir Eobert Peel, who

seems always to have been very friendly disposed

towards him, called it ' a very able and temperate

speech, worthy of Mr. Napier's high character for

ability and moderation.' Passing through the lobby

of the House shortly afterwards, Napier met Sir James

Graham, who said, ' I congratulate you on your most

able and eloquent speech—it was worthy of the best

days of old Ireland, the days of Plunket eloquence.'

The people in the North of Ireland were greatly

excited about the Eate in Aid, and in Belfast were

much disappointed that their own members had not

taken a more prominent part in the debate. When,

however, the newspapers reported Napier's speech,
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the good folk of Belfast were much delighted, and

consoled themselves with the reflection that if Napier

was not their member, he was at least a man after

their own heart. ' Ay, ay,' said a stout Presbyterian,

when spoken to upon the subject, ' our Mr. Napier

has done his duty like a man. I see Sir Eobert [Peel]

has noticed him just nine times over in his speech—

I

counted them myself.'

You will be glad to hear (writes Napier to his wife) that

my speech to-day has been most successful. Sir George Grey

both in the House and personally to myself paid me the highest

compliments, so has Sir W. Somerville, Lord Castlereagh,

Captain Bateson, and all the influential men. Some have

asked me to put it in a pamphlet. The London papers have

made a mere skeleton report, as it was a mere Irish question.

In spite, however, of the arguments of the Oppo-

sition, the motion of Lord John Eussell was carried,

and the Eate in Aid Bill became law by a large

majority.

Though during this session Irish questions ab-

sorbed the lion's share of Napier's time and energies,

we find him speaking at some length upon two sub-

jects which specially appealed to his religious sympa-

thies, and to his interpretation of that Book which

was his one guide to conduct. The first occasion

was when he addressed the House upon the much

vexed subject ofamending the law relating to marriage
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within certain degrees of affinity. He spoke twice

upon this topic during the session—February 22 and

June 20, 1849. The second occasion was when he

opposed the motion of Mr. Bernal Osborne (July 10,

1840) to reduce the Irish Church, and to appropriate

its surplus revenues to secular purposes. It is need-

less to say that Napier resisted, in the most direct and

uncompromising manner, marriage with a deceased

wife's sister or with the niece of a deceased wife. When

Mr. Stuart Wortley introduced his Bill to effect that

object, Napier, in common with the then Mr. Eoundell

Palmer, Mr. Beresford Hope, Mr. Henley and others,

objected to the innovation since it was forbidden by

Divine authority. He said

that the feeling of his constituents on the subject was so

strong, and he so completely concurred in that feeling, that

he was anxious to avail himself of the opportunity of briefly

stating the grounds on which he should give his most deter-

mined opposition to the Bill in all its stages. The question

was one of the highest importance with reference to the

social system prevailing in the country. Marriage rested

on two grounds. It had a religious basis, and it had a

civil sanction. With respect to the religious view of the

question, he could only say, that no evidence which commis-

sioners might produce could shake a conviction to which he

had come on Divine authority. He did not form his conclu-

sions on the subject from private interpretations only. He
had the mind of the Church of England, of the Church of

Ireland, and of the Church of Scotland, and a concurrent
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Cliristian testimony of centuries, that those marriages were tbr-

Ijidden by the law of God, to guide him in the matter ; and the

contents of that Book could not remove the decision at which

he had arrived under such guidance. Others differed, and

had a right to differ from him upon the subject ; but it would

be his duty to act on the conviction which he sincerely enter-

tained. It had been said that there was a class of persons

whose feelings would be outraged if this Bill were not passed.

But they had no alternative except to do violence to the feel-

ings of persons who had advisedly violated the law, or to do

violence to the great mass of the people of this country, to the

whole people of Scotland, and to the members of the Irish

branch of the Established Church. They must choose between

these two courses. Which would they adopt ? Would they con-

descend to stoop to the animal passions of the violators of the

law ; or would they uphold and ratify and reverence a religious

feeling consecrated by the concurrent testimony of ages ? They

had in favour of the existing law a strong religious conviction,

a social system based on that conviction, and all those feelings

connected with home which were so dear to Englishmen.

But they were then called upon to disregard these considera-

tions and to defer to man's passions ! Christianity, however,

did not stoop to man's passions ; it compassionated human

infirmity, but it entered into no compromise with the vices

of manhood. But, setting aside the religious view of the

matter, he thought that there might be very intelligible reasons

for the present law in the social system itself He believed

that the intimacy which necessarily subsisted between persons

connected by affinity required to be guarded by very hallowed

feelings ; and that advantage was afforded by that wise pro-

vision which interdicted these marriages. If they once

stepped beyond the demarcation set down by the Word of God,

where would they stop ? There was a reasonable fact in the

F
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history of the Irish Church, bearing upon this subject, which

he wished to state to the House. He found that in the

eighth century, before the Irish Church had been handed oyer

by England to the see of Rome, a canon had been passed

denouncing the marriage of a man with his deceased wife's

sister, and placing it on the same footing as the marriage of

a female with the brother of her deceased husband. He
admitted that the right honourable and learned gentleman

(Mr. Stuart Wortley) had brought the question under the

notice of the House with great ability and moderation ; but

as he could not help thinking that the proposed measure was

opposed to the Word of God, and would dangerously interfere

with domestic happiness and the most sacred relations of

private life, he should feel it his duty to give to it his most

earnest, firm, and determined opposition.

Against the motion of Bernal Osborne for the

reduction of the Irish Church Napier spoke after the

same direct and straightforvs^ard fashion. Why, he

asked, should the Irish Church be attacked as if it

were a sect, and its revenues curtailed when they were

only sufficient for its purpose ? The Irish Church was

a real and genuine Church, and the one great barrier

in the country against the dominant Eomanism.

I assert (he said) that the Established Church is identified

with the earliest Church of Ireland, of which it preserves the

purity of doctrine and discipline. Have they altered the

discipline? Their bishops are the successors of the early

bishops of the Church. Whether in doctrine or discipline, I

am willing to put the matter to the test. I am ready to try
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its doctrines by the Word of Grod, and to prove its regular

succession. You want to establish the Roman Catholic reli-

gion in the place of the present Irish Church [No, No !].

You say ' no '—and why, therefore, do you want to interfere

with the property of the Church ? When pure in doctrine,

and before it was subject to Rome, the country prospered.

When the doctrine was corrupted, and the authority of Rome

allowed, prosperity ceased. But, it is said, the Reformed

Church has not been successful. Is it the wish of those who

now assail it, to make it more efficient ? I doubt their

sincerity as religious reformers. I ask the Roman Catholic

members, what do you complain of in reference to the Church 'i

You say you do not want property, but you require toleration.

You have the amplest toleration. I am not here about to

refer to the solemn pledges given and oaths taken as the

condition on which the Emancipation Act was passed, nor

do I for the present rely on the maintenance of our Church

as a fundamental part of the Treaty of Union. I ask the

Dissenters, who profess to advocate what they call the volun-

tary principle, with what consistency can they interfere with

the Church to which I belong, when it does not in any respect

interfere with any one of their privileges ? There is no public

grant for the Church ; it has its own property, protected by

a sacred and prescriptive title and solemn treaty. It derives

no aid from the public treasury, though Roman Catholics and

Presbyterians do obtain public assistance. In Ireland, at

least, there is not any personal charge which any man is com-

pelled to pay to support the united Church. It was candidly

admitted by the hon. and gallant member (Mr. Bernal Os-

borne), that the exertions and conduct of the clergy of our

Church had been most exemplary and useful ; I believe there

is not to be found a more faithful body of earnest and devoted

men. In latter times the Church has been of real value to
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the country, and its influence may be traced in the localities

where it is exercised. Even if you look to the mere wants

of the members of its own communion in Ireland, is the pro-

perty of the Church too large to maintain it, as Protestants

desire it should be, in efficient decency? No doubt those

who dislike its scriptural faith and those who despise its

apostolic discipline would give an unfavourable answer : but

they are surely not the judges of what in this is right and

proper. The Church which upholds the faith of eighteen

hundred years, and challenges a free appeal to the pure Word

of God, has a title to be honourably sustained. I admit that,

in former times, it did not perform its great duties in Ireland.

But why was this ? Its appointments were made subservient

to the political convenience of England : and those who had

the patronage abused it for unworthy objects. What is the

remedy ? Give us godly and learned bishops, men who will

maintain and encourage God's truth, and edify the people.

Let your appointments be made in this spirit
;
protect the

Church in its rights, encourage it in its duties, and use it

as the great institute for imparting saving knowledge and

true blessing to the people.

His speech on this occasion was attentively-

listened to, and met with the full approval of his

party.

The best report of my speech (he writes to his wife, giving

another fling at the Popish tendencies of the reporters) is

in the ' Morning Herald,' but at the same time there are all

the traces of Eome in the manner of the report, suppressing

the occasional cheers and clipping away parts of sentences.

The ' Times ' gives a sensible abstract, but not a just report of

the speech as a whole. However, all here [the National Club]



IRISH QUESTIONS 69

were greatly pleased with it ; and from all sides I have been

tendered grateful acknowledgments of having served the

cause of truth.

It was these evangelical opinions, and the precious

store he set upon the study of the Word of God, that

caused Napier to oppose at this time the educational

system adopted by the National Board in Ireland. In

order to make the scheme of education comprehensive,

and not to interfere with the religious scruples of the

Roman Catholics, the perusal of the Bible was placed

under strict control in the Board Schools. The

priests, interpreting the Bible after their own fashion,

declined to have it commented upon by the light of

Protestant teaching, and therefore voted for its exclu-

sion ; the Protestants on the other hand warmly op-

posed this view, and denounced the system of what

afterwards came to be called ' godless education.'

Eventually a compromise was entered into — the

Educational Board limited the hours during which

the Bible was to be read and referred to, and

required the schoolmaster to send Eoman Catholics

away during such hours. To this course Napier

objected as a betrayal of a great principle. Such

a course, he said, embodied a principle antago-

nistic to that on which they had hitherto acted.

They had acknowledged the religious duty of edu-

cating the people ; and such a step, as a Legislature,
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tliey had taken ; to whom, then, he asked, were they

responsible ?

There was no power between tliem (said Napier, June 5,

1850) and the Supreme Power on high. Therefore, as a

Christian Legislature, they were bound to honour God and

perform His will to the utmost of their legislative ability.

This duty they had recognised, and had accordingly based on

religion the education of the people. They could not serve

two masters; they might choose between them. They might

exclude religion from their schools, and give only a secular

education, or they might make religion the basis of education

;

but to reconcile the two systems was impossible. ' As men,'

said Locke, ' we have God for our King, and are under the

law of reason. As Christians, we have Jesus the Messiah for

our King, and are under the law revealed by Him in the

Gospel.' It was upon that principle, not from any feeling of

fanaticism, but on the sober principle of Christian piety, that

they had hitherto acted with respect to education. They

regarded the moral part of education as the important part,

and the morals of Christianity as the highest form of moral

principle. If, then, Christianity was something more than a

fiction, how could they, a Christian Legislature, having to dis-

charge a public duty, consent to this scheme, or what blessing

could they hope to attend their labours ?

Napier was anxious to cross over to Ireland at

this time, but he felt it was his duty to remain at

his post. ' This debate,' he writes to his wife, ' I

cannot shirk. The strength of all the rehgious body

will be required, and will be put forth. It is con-

fiidered to be the beginning of the war between the
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iniidel and the religious elements.' A few years

later, as we shall have occasion to relate, he changed

his views somewhat upon the subject of this com-

promise, and had to encounter no little obloquy for

what was considered a desertion of principle.

We have only to refer to the pages of ' Hansard '

during the closing years of the Russell administration

to see how vigilant and active Napier was, as a poh-

tician, in discussing the difierent Irish questions that

arose—some he opposed, some he approved of, but

upon all he brought to bear his cogent arguments

and special knowledge, so that before he had been

three years in the House he was looked upon as a

marked man, and should the ebb and flow of political

fortune tide the Conservatives into power, he was

assured of office. In his letters to his wife at this date

he continues to speak with gratification at the posi-

tion he had acquired, how he was gradually becom-

ing intimate with the leaders of his party, how one

distinguished man after another desired to be intro-

duced to him, and how frequently, on matters that

fell within his special province, his opinion was asked

for. He had developed from a ' small great man '

into the position of the truly great man, which his

eloquence, his industry, and his sound practical

knowledge of the wants and woes of his country

justly entitled him to assume. As a politician he
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had become a keen critic, but as a lawyer he was no

less conspicuous. Prominent among the schemes of

the Eussell Cabinet were the various Acts to facilitate

the sale of encumbered estates in Ireland, and, since

no member of the opposition was competent for the

task, it fell to the duty of Napier to revise and

criticise these measures. The two chief features of

these Acts were the creation of a special court to

provide a more expeditious mode of sale, and to give

purchasers a guarantee of title. Thus writes a

friend

:

A diligent and constant attendant on his parliamentary

duties, to which he ever postponed professional emolument,

Mr. Napier spoke on all the leading questions before the House

and sat upon all the important committees. The Report upon

the Receivers under the Irish courts of equity was prepared

by him, and he afforded valuable assistance in the ' Process

and Practice Act ' which was publicly acknowledged by Sir

John Romilly ; also in the Criminal Law Amendment Act

and others ; while he prepared and carried through the House,

even in the days of the Whigs, the admirable ecclesiastical

code which is justly regarded as a great and substantial boon

to the Protestant Church and clergy.

This code afterwards went by the name of Napier's

Ecclesiastical Code.

A suggestion of considerable importance to the

future interests o'f Ireland was now raised from the

Treasury bench which met with the unsparing and
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pati'iutic opposition of Napier. It was proposed by-

Lord John Eussell that the ofBce of Lord Lieutenant

of Ireland should be abolished, and the duties en-

trusted to a Secretary of State. The Lord Lieu-

tenant, said the Prime Minister, was an official far

more injurious than beneficial to Ireland. He was

placed in a kind of anomalous position ; he was asked

for everything, applied to for everything, and blamed

for everything, without having the power belonging

to his situation. He had the responsibility but not

the freedom of action of a minister of the Crown. By

blending the Irish administration with the general

administration of the United Kingdom this anomalous

state of tilings would be ended, and the jealousy and

resentment which were so often directed against the

Lord Lieutenant by the different parties in Ireland be

extinguished. He therefore proposed to abolish the

office, and to appoint in its stead a fourth Secretary of

State to carry on the business connected with Ireland,

with the assistance on certain occasions of the Home

Secretary. To this arrangement Napier objected.

I am anxious (he writes to his wife, June 17, 1850) to

speak clearly on the question of the Lord Lieutenant, and the

moi'e so as the ' Times ' and indeed the English Press gener-

ally are with the Government, so that I may not get fair play

in the report, and my arguments may not be treated with

much ceremony by the editors. After deep and earnest consid-
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eration I think I ought to speak and vote against the abolition of

the office at the present time, and especially when no adequate

substitute is proposed. There is a good deal of anxiety to know

what course I shall take, and I am disposed to think some will

be influenced by what I deliberately advocate and advise.

When the Prime Minister introduced his measure

Napier spoke against it.

They had heard (he said) much talk of identifying Ireland

with England ; but he would tell the House in one word, that

it could not be done. Attract the sympathies, conciliate the

feelings, and gain the affections of her people they might;

but they never could remove those national peculiarities, or

destroy the distinguishing lineaments which had been stereo-

typed by the hand of God. He hoped the day would come

when such distinctions as the laws could remove would be

seen no more, and that the genial influence of the British

constitution might be brought fully to bear upon Ireland;

but they must permit the people to cherish their peculiarities
;

and in the wisdom of Bacon, if they wished to conquer nature

it must be by obedience. . . .

He would ask the House what was the present condition

of the people of Ireland—were they not most deplorably

depressed ? He would not be hypocritical enough to contend

that a powerful argument might not be founded upon the

effect of the proposed change on Dublin ; but he was bound

also to look at the view which the people of Ireland generally

were likely to take of such a question. They, he doubted not,

would regard the whole policy of it with alarm. The people

of Dublin would view with regret the withdrawal of the

Court ; they would view it in connection with the ungenerous

discontinuance of all the grants made to their hospitals ; they
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would look on it as a measure calculated to crush a respectable

class that had hitherto endeavoured to maintain a good

position by industry in trade. Was this, then, the time to

propose a measure for abolishing the ofSce of Lord Lieutenant

of Ireland—a time when the whole social system had been

racked and shivered, and the country so recently smitten with

sterility ; was such the fitting time to bear hard upon the

feelings of a suffering people ? Surely that was the last

moment that any one should choose for the purpose of trying

political experiments upon afflicted and impoverished Ireland.

In England the proposed change might be regarded in one

point of view ; but he did not doubt that the people of Ireland

would regard it otherwise ; he feared that they would view it

as an insult in their distress if they could not find that any

sound political argument had been urged in its support.

They had their national peculiarities as well as other people

—

national peculiarities which nothing could efface ; the land of

Burke and of Wellington might cling to her national feelings

with pride, and at least without rebuke. The people might

naturally expect that the Government of this country ought

to begin at the right end ; that they ought to proceed first

upon principles of sound legislation ; that they ought not to

allow the vessel of the State to drift—that the time had come

when they ought to steer. When they succeeded in some-

what raising the people of Ireland to comparative prosperity,

then perhaps experiments might be tried. Feeling that this

new separate system could not be rendered salutary or effective

—believing that the Irish Government in Dublin might be

allowed to remain there, and yet be stripped of many of its

evils, he therefore could not vote for this Bill. As to the

present Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (Lord Clarendon), he had

had little intercourse with hini ; but in that little he found

him candid, courteous, and patient, and doubted not that,
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with a Cabinet capable of furnishing him with sound instruc-

tions, that noble lord was equal to the task of governing

Ireland with satisfaction and advantage to the country and

the empire at large.

The proposal came to nothing. The measure of

Lord John Russell was approved of by a large ma-

jority, but owing to the pressure of public business it

was not proceeded with.

Shortly after the delivery of these objections to

the abolition of the office of Lord Lieutenant the

sudden death of Sir Eobert Peel occurred. It cast a

gloom over the House of Commons and damped the

spirits of the nation ; for now all vindictive pas-

sions were silenced, and men only remembered the

numerous beneficial measures the departed statesman

had introduced. Napier especially felt the loss of

this great man, as Sir Eobert had always proved a

kind and encouraging friend to him, and frequently

consulted his judgment. He never heard Napier,

said Peel on one occasion, without wishing to hear

him again. The adjournment of the House was

moved by Mr. Hume, who paid a feeling tribute of

regret to the deceased ; the proposed mark of respect

was concurred in by Sir Eobert Inglis, Sir W. Somer-

ville, and Mr. Gladstone. Napier, who was bringing

forward some criminal business on that day, also

added a few words.



IRISH QUESTIONS 77

As I am connected (he said, July 3, 1850) witli some of

the Bills which are set down as orders of the day for to-day,

and which I have endeavoured for some time to bring before

the notice of the House, perhaps I may be permitted to say

how willingly I would waive everything to testify in any

manner I could my esteem for the right hon. baronet, and

my sorrow and regret for the loss which the country has

sustained in his death. It is a very curious circumstance

that a large portion of the legislative measures to which I

was about to ask the attention of hon. members had been

supplied to the House by the legislative wisdom of that great

man who has just been gathered to his fathers. It was this

which inspired and encouraged me to follow humbly the

efforts of him who, by legislation in connection with the

records he has left in the criminal jurisprudence of the

country, has given us memorials of enlightened wisdom

which entitle him to claim the gratitude and the homage of

all classes of the country. I was struck, Sir, this morning,

when the news came to me of the death of the right hon.

baronet, when I thought what a few short hours it was since

he stood in his place in this House, in the vigour and fulness

of intellectual power, chastened but not impaired by its

maturity, to think what shadows we are, and that the life of

the wisest and the strongest of us is but as a wavering flame.

I gladly. Sir, postpone all matters connected with the business

of the day, and most willingly concur in this, the only tribute

which we can pay to the memory of the right hon. baronet

upon this occasion.

An agitation now spread throughout the country

which enlisted the full sympathies of Napier. In the

year 1850 sanguine Kome, encouraged by the efforts
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of the ritualists, was under the impression that

the England which had repelled her advances since

the days of Cardinal Pole was ripe to receive those

views which she had rejected at the Eeformation.

During the last few years the EngHsh Papists had

been appealing to Eome to be placed on the same

footing as their brethren across St. George's Channel.

Instead of the vicars apostolic who then superintended

their spiritual condition, the English Eoman Catholics

wished, as in Ireland, to have the country parcelled

out into sees, and bishops openly acknowledged once

more to rule over the land of A'Becket and Pole.

This desire was now to be gratified. A Bull

was issued by Pius IX. ordaining the re-establish-

ment in England of a hierarchy of bishops de-

riving their titles from their own sees. The whole

country was mapped out into dioceses and placed

under the spiritual jurisdiction of Cardinal Wiseman

as Archbishop of Westminster. The excitement

created throughout England by this proceeding was

intense. Meetings were held denouncing in the

strongest language the Pope's Bull and the intruding

archbishop. Addresses poured in upon the Queen

from all parties and from aU institutions, breathing

the most fervid loyalty. The one cry throughout the

country was ' No Popery !

' Lord John Eussell was

far too combative a man and too great a tactician
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to allow such an opportunity to be ignored. The

Whigs—owing to the failure of their budgets, their

foreign policy, and their system of taxation—were

daily becoming more and more unpopular. The

Prime Minister now thought he saw his way to appeal

to the passions of the hour and improve his political

position. He wrote his celebrated ' Durham letter,'

and on the meeting of Parhament introduced a Bill

to prevent the assumption of ' certain ecclesiastical

titles in respect of places in the United Kingdom.'

The measure gave rise to much and varied discussion.

Napier, in common with the rest of the members of

the National Club,, warmly approved of the Bill.

It was no question (he said, Feb. 12, 1851) of theological

controversy. Let them strip it of all the verbiage and all

the excitement that had been thrown around it, and what had

they ? They had at one side the claim of a foreign prelate

to exercise ecclesiastical juiisdiction in the territory of their

sovereign, and they opposed to that the fixed principles of the

British constitution, and they said the claim was incompatible

with their constitution. On that, issue was joined, and the

Government asked to bring in a Bill, not to infringe religious

liberty, but to raise a barrier against future aggression. In

making that proposition they were backed by the feeling of

the entire people of the country—the strength, the bone and

sinew of the country—they were backed by the universities,

by the Church, and by the bar of England, and also by an

authority of great consideration—he meant Sir Edward Sug-

den, who in a speech of unparalleled clearness stated his calm
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and deliberate opinion to be ttat the aggression of the Bishop

of Rome was incompatible with the constitution of the country,

and in direct collision with, and in antagonism to, the exist-

ing laws of the realm. If that be so—-if the people of this

country and the United Church of this country, if the Church

in Scotland, and the different nonconformist bodies, with one

voice and heart denounced this aggression, if the bar of

England said it was opposed to the constitution, and if Sir

Edward Sugden, coming calmly from the retirement of his

closet, was of the same opinion—was it not right that they

should pass such an enactment as was deemed necessary on

the subject ?

We know the fate of this measure. After much

discussion the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill was enrolled

on the statute-book ; it was, however, a law which

was never obeyed, and after being treated for several

years with quiet contempt by the very party it was

expected to suppress, was ignominiously repealed.
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CHAPTER III.

OFFICE.

In this country the depository of power is always unpopular; all

combine against it ; it always falls.— Coningsby.

The Eussell Government had long been tottering to

its fall, and upon the occasion of the Prime Minister

introducing his Militia Bill in the February of 1852,

Lord Palmerston took his revenge of his old colleague

by mercilessly criticising the measure, and thus

causing ministers to find themselves in a minority

of eleven votes. Thereupon Lord John Russell re-

signed. ' I have had my tit for tat with John Russell,'

writes Lord Palmerston to his brother, ' and I turned

him out on Friday last.' Lord Palmerston himself, we

remember, had been compelled by his late chief to

resign the seals as Foreign Secretary on account of his

unconstitutional conduct in compromising the Foreign

Office by a too free expression of his private opinions

upon the ticklish question of the coup d'etat. It was

said that the real reason for the resignation of the

Russell Government was the fear of being defeated on

G
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a vote of censure as to the conduct of the Caffre War
which was on the eve of being moved. 'As it is,'

writes Lord Palmerston, ' the late Government have

gone out on a question which they have treated as a

motion, merely asserting that they had lost the confi-

dence of the House ; whereas if they had gone out

on a defeat upon the motion about the Cape, they

would have carried with them the direct censure of

the House of Commons.' On the resignation of Lord

John Eussell the Earl of Derby was commanded to

form an administration, and expressed his readiness

to attempt the task.

With the fall of the Eussell Government and the

accession of the Conservatives to power, Napier felt

assured that the time had now arrived when the

name he had made for himself in Parliament would

be recognised by the offer of office from his party.

The post of Attorney-General for Ireland was the

one he specially coveted, and for which his legal at-

tainments coupled with his practical experience of

parliamentary life eminently qualified him.

The Whigs are out at last (he writes to his wife, Feb. 17,

1852), and it is probable that before this day week I shall be

the Attorney-General for Ireland. It is generally thought

that they feared to encounter the debate of Tuesday next on

the CafFre war, and they availed themselves of the pretext of

a beating last night to resign. May God, from whom all

power is derived and all good counsels proceed, give us
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strength and wisdom, and may I feel, in whatever position

His providence may place me, that His glory and the good of

my fellow men should ever be present to my mind and heart

!

Within a week of the overthrow of the Eussell

Cabinet Lord Derby had fixed upon those of his col-

leagues who were to fill the chief posts in his admini-

stration, and early in March all arrangements were

complete. Mr. Disraeli was Chancellor of the Ex-

chequer, Mr. Spencer Walpole Home Secretary, Lord

Malmesbury Foreign Secretary, Sir John Pakington

Colonial Secretary, and the Duke of Northumberland

First Lord of the Admiralty. Lord St. Leonards was

Lord Chancellor, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland was

Lord Eglinton, whom Napier describes as ' a man of

elegance and dash, and what is commonly called in

politics a sound Protestant,' while the subject of this

biography, correct in his surmise, was appointed Irish

Attorney-General

.

Yon were prepared for the news (he writes to his wife).

The Cabinet is formed. I have not yet had the formal an-

nouncement, but I am gazetted in the ' Herald ' and ' Stan-

dard ' as the Attorney-General. I suppose to-morrow I will

receive a formal letter. New writs are to be moved for on

Friday, and our elections in the ensuing week. All public

business stands over, and I may hope to see you all soon

—

to-morrow I suppose I can speak with certainty. You would

be surprised how quietly I take my promotion, with the title

of Eight Honourable, as I will be a Privy Councillor. I am

a 2
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sensible, indeed, of the goodness and gracions watchfulness

of that merciful Heavenly Father who has ever been so tender

and gracious to me. Oh ! how weighty is the obligation for

all His mercies and blessings—spiritual and temporal. May
I be enabled to act as His servant in whatever be my position

!

I trust my dearest children, and you, my dear good faithful

wife, may share largely in every benefit and good from this

elevation. I have never descended to one unworthy artifice

or any step of inconsistency to attract the favour of the great.

Promotion and honour come from the Giver of every good

and perfect gift.

The next day Napier received formal notification

of his appointment.

I have just returned (he writes to his wife) from liord

Derby with my formal promotion announced by himself—that

the Queen had signified her gracious pleasure that I should

be her Attorney-General for Ireland. Whiteside [his brother-

in-law] was apprised that he was the Solicitor-General, and

so we are now virtually in office, the formalities to be com-

pleted at once. . . . Nothing could be more graceful or kind

than his [Lord Derby's] communication, and I cannot but be

very thankful that I have been raised to this post of trust,

honour, and responsibility, without any unworthy artifice,

any intrigue, any crooked device, or other effort inconsistent

with the honour of a gentleman or the duty of a Christian

senator. And now, my dearest Cherry, much of my joy

arises from the recompense to you and my beloved children

in sharing the honour which, in the goodness of God, has

been bestowed on me. In lookiag back on my life's recent

events, how mercifully has the whole been adjusted. It is so

gratifying to find the expression of opinion here [the National
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Club] amongst all parties so decided in commending the pro-

motion of whict I am the subject.

"With the exception of Mr. DisraeH, the Cabinet

formed by Lord Derby was far from a strong one.

It was composed of peers almost unknown twenty

miles from their park gates, and country gentlemen,

excellent chairmen of quarter sessions, but who had

never prominently come before the public or had

made themselves a name in the House of Commons.

It was essentially an administration of untried men,

for even Mr. Disraeli had until this moment never

before held office. This lack of experience among

ministers gave rise to the following story. Shortly

after the new Prime Minister had prepared his hst of

those to serve under him, the Duke of Wellington,

anxious to learn who were to constitute the Tory ad-

ministration, took the first opportunity, when Lord

Derby entered the House of Lords, of asking the names

of those who had agreed to hold office. As the Prime

Minister went through the catalogue of unknown

men, the Duke, who of late years had become rather

deaf, and who had never heard before of several of

the ministers, kept up throughout the conversation

a running query of ' Who ? Who ?
' in the loud tones

of a deaf person. The peers opposite, much amused

at this incessant interrogation, and also at the per-

plexed air of his Grace as name after name of men he
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had never met, and of whose pohtical existence he

had until then been in total ignorance, was bawled

into his ears, at once christened the new Cabinet the

'Who? Who?' ministry. The nickname was quickly-

taken up by club idlers and the editors of news-

papers, and the Derby administration during the

first weeks of its career was never designated by

another title than that conferred upon it by Whig

wit.

From the return of the Tories to power it was

feared that Protection would be substituted for Free

Trade, and ministers were more than once asked

as to their intentions of reversing the policy of

Messrs. Bright and Cobden. The course Lord Derby

proposed to adopt was, however, perfectly clear to

himself and his followers. He was aware that he

was in a minority in the then existing House of

Commons, still there was no necessity, he thought,

for an immediate dissolution. When such a step

was expedient he would appeal to the country, and

then abide by its verdict. If the nation decided

upon retaining the policy of Free Trade it would be

retained ; if it was in favour of Protection a return to

such policy would be advocated. From March to

the end of June Lord Derby, following the examples

of Mr. Pitt in 1783, and of Sir Eobert Peel in 1834,

was content to be at the head of a Government which
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was opposed by a majority in the Lower House. In the

first week of July Parliament was dissolved, and the

country appealed to for its decision upon the great

question whether Conservatism or Liberalism was to

be the dominating influence of the future. During

the next few months the country was therefore a prey

to the excitement and disturbance which always

characterise a general election ; but it was soon per-

ceptible that, though the contest was keen, ministers

would still be in a minority. Parliament assembled

November 11, 1852.

Shortly after the meeting of the House Napier

was called upon to undertake a task which taxed all

his industry, his constructiveness, and his powers of

arrangement and lucid exposition, to the utmost. He

was entrusted by Lord Derby with that bone of con-

tention the reframing of the land laws of Ireland. In

this work he was ably assisted by Mr. Ferguson, of

the Irish bar, a professional friend of his, and author

of several valuable legal works. Since Napier's BiUs

on the subject failed, unfortunately for his country,

to become law at that time, though most of his sug-

gestions were afterwards cleverly appropriated, we

need not burden the reader with unnecessary details.

His scheme consisted of four Bills. The first was a

Land Improvement Bill, which proposed to help land-

lords to make improvements themselves or to make
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arrangements with the tenants who wished to im-

prove.

This Bill (writes Napier in his letter to the Duke of

Newcastle, to which we shall afterwards allude) is a separate

measure, not necessarily connected but not improperly asso-

ciated with the other Bills. In fact it is but the adaptation

of the admirable and valuable Act of 1847 ' to meet the case

of an outlay of private loans or advances for the same pur-

poses of land improvement which are provided for by means

of public loans under the Act of 1847. This Act affirms a

principle. It enables the proprietor to make the improve-

ments specified in it and the two amending Acts, and to

charge the tenant an additional rent though the tenant may

not have assented to the improvements or the outlay. This

is manifestly defensible only on grounds of public policy, as

such improvements benefit the inheritance and the common

weal : and therefore if a tenant be willing and able, though

a landlord not, it seems difficult to say why the objection

made to the latter case should never have been raised to the

former. I think the Act of 1847 is a full answer to those

who insist on giving no power to the tenant in making any

class of improvements, however necessary, for the beneficial

or convenient occupation of his farm.

His second measure was a Leasing Powers Bill,

which collected and consolidated the substance of

about sixty Acts of Parliament, and had for its object

to faciUtate and encourage the granting of leases.

' The Land Improvement Act, which had grown out of the Act of

1846, under which two millions of money were lent for drainagre in

Britain.
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The general basis and scope of this Bill (writes Napier)

may be gathered from Ferguson and Vance's book

(' Tenure and Improvement of Land in Ireland
'), p. 48 et

seq. It consists of two parts, one to enable the making of

sufficient leases, the other to enable the making of sufficient

agreements for special improvements where lands are already

on lease or under subsisting tenancies. It assumes that there

ought always to be some party enabled to bind the inherit-

ance so far as public policy may require for the encourage-

ment of agriculture and turning to beneficial account the

uses and resources of the soil. And what is done already

but sparsim and in lucid intervals of occasional legislation is

now proposed to be done on a comprehensive and consistent

plan—making the power commensurate with the purpose,

uniform in each class and under safe restrictions in all.

As to the second part of the Bill, the provisions for im-

provements would not be needed where a lease is given, but

where there is a subsisting tenancy this provides for safely

carrying out improvements by contract. At present this is

done on some estates, but where the proprietor is a tenant for

life, there is no security beyond his life, and yet every tenant

willing to invest capital in beneficial outlay on the soil ought

to have the most satisfactory security for enjoyment, or com-

pensation if he be arbitrarily dispossessed for no default on

his part. This Bill has been most carefully prepared. A
slight alteration has been made, suggested by the Select Com-

mittee, or rather and especially, indeed, by Sir J. Young,

and which I think now to be a valuable amendment ; this

I subsequently endeavoured to carry out perfectly in the

Committee of the House, by which, as to one class of im-

provements, the tenant gets (when dispossessed without his

own default) whatever the actual value at the time may be

—

this refers to the class made on the soil, suitable to the hold-
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ing and increasing its letting value for agricultural purposes

only.

This Bill lias been approved by the most competent and

eminent men in Ireland. I may mention the names of a

few : Mr. Blackburn, Baron Pennefather, Baron Greene,

Dr. Longfield, Mr. Commissioner Hargrave, Mr. Holmes,

Mr. Gilmore, Q.C., and others. I consider the approval

of any one of these a perfect security for the BUI, and all

have carefully considered and approved. I had the advan-

tage of their suggestions, which I obtained by sending confi-

dential copies of the draft before it was introduced into the

Commons.

The third measure, the Landlord and Tenant Law

Amendment Bill, was a work of enormous labour.

It consolidated, amended, and simplified some two

hundred Acts of Parliament which then regulated the

law of landlord and tenant in Ireland ; thus it fur-

nished a complete code of law upon the subject,

easily to be understood by any country gentleman or

educated tenant. This Bill also met with the full

approval of Baron Pennefather.

Its object (writes Napier) is to consolidate and amend

the law as to remedies, &c., making them effective, expe-

ditious, and intelligible. It exhibits the relative rights, and

points out the remedies for their enforcement, and provides

for the clearing away of old and confused statutes and multi-

plied enactments, and, taking advantage of decisions made

and wants ascertained, it endeavours to compile a clear and

convenient law available for easy reference and use. No
living authority can be greater than Baron Pennefather on
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this branch, and therefore his sanction is (to me) conclusive.

His great experience, unimpaired sagacity, and fairness of

mind, his practical acquaintance with country matters, and

his professional and judicial accuracy, make him such an

authority on this as may be followed even by the blind with-

out disquietude. This Bill I consider a great boon to pro-

•prietors ; so much so that it requires on their part a liberal

concession (and to be made in a liberal spirit) to the claims,

nay, even the prejudices of the tenantry.

To effect this concession Napier introduced his

fourth measure, the Tenants' Compensation Bill,

which in principle anticipated the chief features of the

Land Act of 1870. It enacted that any tenant evicted

from his holding without default on his part was to

be entitled to compensation for unexhausted improve-

ments, a principle which was to apply, not only to

improvements made in the future, but to improve-

ments made in the past. Had this wise measure then

become law Ireland would have been spared many

years of misery, and the most venomous arrow in the

quiver of the sedition-monger would have been

rendered harmless.

This Bill (writes Napier) affirms a just principle, that

outlay of capital or labour, to convert land into a farm, and

give it suitable and valuable adjuncts necessary for its bene-

ficial occupation, shall be secured so as to give to him (who-

ever makes the outlay) equitable recompense. Let it be

borne in mind that no claim will arise against the landlord,

unless the tenant, being in no default, i.e. not in arrear of
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rent, not having sublet or subdivided his farm unlawfully,

not having broken any condition of his lease or agreement,

and not voluntarily abandoning the possession, is arbitrarily

dispossessed by the landlord, and then whoever so dispossesses

pays—by which all the difficulty of adjusting liability is got

over on a principle of natural equity and sound policy.

These four Bills were introduced by Napier to the

House of Commons, November 22, 1852, in a lucid

and exhaustive speech, dealing with their various pro-

visions and showing the necessity of their adoption.

The proposed legislation, he said, grew out of the

social emergencies of Ireland and the claims incident

to the actual condition of the people. It was a re-

sponsible occasion, a great opportunity for adjusting

a most difficult and intensely important question. He

thus concluded

:

Such then was the outline of the code which he proposed

for the adoption of the House, and the acceptance of such

proprietors and tenants in Ireland as might not desire to

sacrifice any of those rights of property which formed the

basis of civil society. Subject to these rights, and so far as

their just limits would allow, he had endeavoured to meet the

exigencies of Ireland in a liberal and generous spirit. In

preparing this code, and in considering every suggestion

submitted to him, he knew he had added many an hour of

toil to a life of no ordinary labour. Every suggestion which

might hereafter be offered, from whatever quarter it might

come, would be accepted and considered in the same spirit in

which these measures had been submitted to the House. He
knew the recompense too often bestowed on those who pre-
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ferred the moderate and equitable adjustment of extreme

opinions and conflicting claims to the gratification of narrow

prejudices, but who considered the common weal and the

interests of all as paramount to the selfish demands of any-

class or party. The man who was clamorous about rights

and negligent of duties would depreciate his labours ; the

grinding middleman would dislike, and the factious or frau-

dulent tenant would heartily condemn them—for all this he

was quite prepared. Enough for him if by this code he had

provided a freer course for industry, and had raised up an

obstacle to injustice. If he should afford the means of de-

veloping effectively the resources of a land which God had

blessed but man had blighted, the recompense would be to

him an exceeding great reward. They might ask him, indeed,

whether he hoped that by any measure of legislation they

could bring peace and prosperity to Ireland ? And he should

answer that they could not, except in so far, indeed, as their

legislation might be a portion of that appointed agency which

He could bless whose gracious touch could make the very act

of ministering to the wants of the multitude the occasion and

the means of increase and abundance. The voice of mercy

had resuscitated Ireland ; the flush and flow of returning life

reanimated her frame ; but still was she bound in the grave-

clothes in which severe policy and sore affliction had enwrapped

her : loose her and let her go.

To complete the history of these ill-fated Land

Bills, it will be necessary for us somewhat to antici-

pate events. Napier was correct in his conjecture

that the measures he proposed would give rise to

much discussion and bitter opposition. The chief

battle was fought upon the Tenants' Compensation
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Bill, which was considered by the Conservatives and

by several Liberals as revolutionary, and a dangerous

interference with the rights of property. Indeed by

some Napier was accused of Communism. The fall

of the Derby Government at the close of the same

year which had seen these Land Bills introduced,

however, now changed the aspect of affairs, and a new

Cabinet came into power which had no intention of

allowing to a Tory Lish Attorney-General the credit

of reforming the tenure of land in Ireland. Yet during

the session of 1853, Napier, in spite of the hostility of

many of his friends, and the desertion of his Irish

allies, who to revenge themselves for the Ecclesias-

tical Titles Bill had gone over to Lord Aberdeen,

struggled loyally to transform his measures into law.

When the Bills were ready for discussion in the

House of Lords, Napier wrote to Lord Derby begging

him to accord to the measures his best support.

They were, he urged, a social and political necessity.

Postponement (he wrote) will disturb property by keeping

doubts afloat and agitation on foot. What has been proposed

and left undecided and unsettled will be made the basis of

very increased demands, and whereas at present a reduced plan

will be accepted favourably and the question set at rest, so far

as the reasonable class are in any way connected with the

assertion of claims, if any part of the question remains

avowedly unsettled I see no prospect of social peace or

quiet progress.
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Then referring to the abuse he had to encounter

from friend and foe for his revolutionary suggestions

in the Bills, he adds :

I am quite willing to bear the obloquy, misconstruction of

motives and conduct, newspaper abuse, and distrust of friends

wbom, notwithstanding, I still respect personally, if they do

not indeed defeat what in itself may really benefit Ireland

and bring advantage to the very men by whom these Bills

are more or less repudiated.

To the Duke of Nevsrcastle, then Secretary of the

Colonies, and who had agreed to take charge of the

Bills in the Upper House, he wrote more fully. Mr.

Ferguson had gone up to London to answer any

queries that might be put to him, and Napier thus

introduces his friend to the Colonial Secretary.

Mr. Ferguson is fully acquainted with the subject in all

its details, having been the principal compiler of the book on

the Tenure and Improvement of Land in Ireland by Ferguson

and Vance, and also having, under my supervision, prepared

the Bills now before Parliament. I may add that he is ex-

ceedingly well informed on every matter connected with the

social condition of Ireland, and is a man of such integrity and

good sense as justly to entitle him to the fullest confidence.

After passing this eulogy upon his fellow worker,

Napier proceeds to describe in detail the nature of

the foiir Bills which he had framed, and which we have

already drawn upon in our summary of his scheme.

He thus concludes his letter :
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If through my humble efforts, now aided and consum-

mated by the support of Government and the advocacy and

generous confidence of your Grace in the sufficiency of my
proposed measures, so much be now accomplished as may give

proprietors sufficient power to deal beneficially with the soil

and efficient remedies to enforce their contracts, and give

tenants ample security for outlay of money or expenditure of

labour and skill in established kinds of improvement—and

thus consolidating property and encouraging virtuous industry,

and placing both on the basis of natural justice and an equit-

able consideration of realities which must be allowed for—if

this be done, then thanks be to the Giver of all good, and may

His blessing attend our mutual labours and give them success.

I know the narrow and short-sighted views of some who are

blind to their own interests and the welfare of Ireland ; from

these obstruction may be naturally expected. And yet if

they were punished by a successful opposition they would be

found only to give zest to a perilous agitation, with a grievance

touching the everyday feelings of the people and entangled in

the great principles of property. I never have feared a just

concession when it is made in an honest spirit—a determination

to do what is right and equitable simply because it is so ; I

fear injiistice. I believe the Irish people (with all their failings

and frailties) apprehend and appreciate what is really fair and

just as exactly and as gratefully as any people or class of

people in the world—and I further believe that no concession

is made in these Bills which is not reasonable, politic, and

safe.

In now committing this anxious and interesting charge to

your Grace, I beg you to accept my very best thanks for

consenting to co-operate with one who has no claim on your

services but what the great interests of Ireland demand from

all who can help her in a time of need. I love my country

;



OFFICE 97

my own temporal prospects are bound up with Ireland's

destiny ; may she yet realise my sincere and long cherished

wishes for her progress in industry, virtue, and peace, gently

and gradually growing into moral and social equality with

the best and happiest parts of the fair soil of England.

But it was not to be. The enormous labour which

Napier had expended upon the study of this great

question, the activity of his correspondence, as the

mass of letters written by him on the subject plainly

bears witness, and the rare powers of condensation and

arrangement he had displayed in the grouping, analy-

sing, and rejecting hundreds ofActs ofParliament, had

been spent in vain. His four Land Bills were never

entered upon the statute-book, and it was left for

others to avail themselves of his industry and sugges-

tions. Still, the services he endeavoured to render to

Ireland have never been forgotten, and, when oppor-

tunity offered, have been fully recognised. Years

afterwards, when the Government of Mr. Gladstone

introduced a Land Code for Ireland, Mr. Disraeli,

then leader of the Opposition, wrote to Sir Joseph

Napier (February 21, 1870), asking for certain special

information. ' It is eighteen years,' said he, ' since

you and I first conferred about an Irish Land Bill.

It was a great thing for me then to have such an ad-

viser, and it would have been a wise thing if our

friends had adopted the result of our labours.'' When

II
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Mr. Gladstone's Land Act became law, Mr. Disraeli

spoke to the same effect (Marcli 11, 1870)

:

So far (lie said) from the Conservative party having

ignored the condition of Ireland question, they had, years

before the introduction of Mr. Gladstone's measure, endea-

voured to settle Irish matters on a more satisfactory basis.

When the Conservatives had been in povs^er in 1852, four

Bills, adopting every recommendation of the Devon Com-

mission, and which formed a complete code as regards Ireland,

had been brought forward. A change of Government, how-

ever, prevented those measures from being discussed. Had
they passed, there would have heen no necessity for the debate

on the present Land Bill. Yet during the interval between

1852 and 1860 almost all the suggestions brought forward in

those four Conservative Bills had been adopted by the Go-

vernment of the day. The limited owner had been invested

with power to make improvements and to charge them upon

the inheritance ; the leasing powers ofthe Irish proprietor had

been extended ; the limited owner had been permitted to enter

into contracts with the tenant ; all these changes had been

suggested in the four measures advocated by the Conservative

party, and all these changes had now become law. Again,

every provision in the Bill brought forward by the Conserva-

tive Government in 1852 to regulate the relations between

landlord and tenant in Ireland had been accepted by the

Liberals and inserted in their Bill of 1860. One suggestion,

however, the Liberals did not accept ; they omitted that vital

claAise in the Bill of 1852 which gave compensation to the

tenant for improvements, and retrospective compensation. . . .

Those compensation clauses which had been suggested in the

Bill of 1852 he saw inserted in the measure now before the
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House, and tliat alone was sufficient for him to assent to tHe

second reading of the Bill.

Lord Beaconsfield, when opposing the Compensa-

tion for Disturbance Bill (August 3, 1880), repeated

the same statement.

Mention has also been made by Mr. Gladstone

within the last few months of the efforts of Napier in

the cause of reform. ' The late Mr. Napier,' said Mr.

Gladstone, when introducing his Home Eule Bill,

' who became Lord Chancellor of Ireland at the time

when he sat for the Academic constitueiicy of Dubhn,

developed very early, and with great earnestness, truly

liberal views on the subject of Irish land, and made

generous efforts in that behalf, which generous efforts

Tinhappily failed.' Had these ' truly liberal views ' been

accepted in 1853, posterity would in all probability

have never been troubled with the Land Act of 1870,

the Compensation for Disturbance Bill of 1880, the

Land Law Ireland Act of 1881, the Arrears Act of

1882, and the rest of the sweeping and confiscating

measures which recent legislation has meditated.

Napier was, however, not long to enjoy the sweets

of office. Upon the defeat of the Government, owing

to the rejection of Mr. Disraeli's budget in the Decem-

ber of the same year which saw the accession of the

Conservatives to power, Lord Derby resigned, and

the Irish Attorney-General once more sat upon the
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benches of the Opposition. Eest from the cares of

office was now essential to him. Late hours, the fag

of drawing up his Land Bills, his own work as counsel

and adviser to the Lord-Lieutenant, and the worry

and misconstructions to which he had been exposed

both from friend and foe, had caused his health to

break down. He feared at one time that he would

have to abandon the excitement of life in the House

of Commons. He suffered, he wrote to Lord

Derby, from attacks in the region of the heart, and

felt that soon he must retire from public duty and

parliamentary work. He could not hope again to

address Parliament at any length. ' It is, I am aware,'

he says, referring to these heart spasms, ' not organic

but nervous, and therefore needs as much freedom

from anxiety as can be secured.' Then he alludes

with gratification to his connection with the Tory ex-

Prime Minister. ' Whatever be my lot, it will always

be a source of pride and honour to have served my
country under a banner at once indicative of chival-

rous energy, elevated sense of duty, fidelity to the

sovereign, and acknowledgment of the higher sove-

reignty of the King of kings.'

With Lord Eglinton, as Viceroy, the relations

of Napier had been more intimate, and the advice

of the Attorney-General upon the conduct of Irish

matters was fully appreciated at the Castle. In
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Ireland the influence of the law advisers of the Crown

is exercised after a more close and direct fashion

than in England. There the Attorney-General is

not only the first law officer, and as such bound in

conjunction with the Solicitor-General to advise on

all legal matters submitted for his opinion, but he is

also, unlike his brother in England, always a member

of the Privy Council, and consequently frequently

consulted by the Lord-Lieutenant on the general

pohcy of the administration. An Irish Attorney-

General, and especially when he has enjoyed, as Napier

had, much parliamentary experience, is therefore both

a law adviser and a general adviser of the Viceroy or

Chief Secretary. With, Napier his relation to Lord

Eglinton was not only official, but social, for between

the two men the most friendly feelings existed. Nothing

can be kinder than the tone of the letters of the Lord-

Lieutenant to the Attorney-General, either when

asking him for advice or when offering him some grace-

ful act of hospitality, and Napier reciprocated these

attentions by granting more than the ordinary assist-

ance required from a law officer to his chief. Upon

resigning his post, the Attorney-General had begged

for a private interview to say farewell. ' I consider

myself fortunate,' writes Lord Eglinton (December 31,

1852), in reply, 'in having a private opportunity cf

expressing to you the gratitude I feel for the invaluable
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assistance you have given me, for the forbearance you

have shown to my deficiencies and inexperience, and

for the able, honest, and unflinching course which you

have pursued in performing the duties of your ofiice.'

It had been the aim of Lord Eghnton during his

tenure of power to adopt a very different pohcy to

his predecessor Lord Clarendon, who had done his

best, by increasing her dissensions and exasperating

her classes one against the other, to alienate Ireland

from England. A careful and unprejudiced examina-

tion of the state of things across St. George's Channel

soon led Lord Eglinton to come to the conclusion

that much of the Irish difiiculty was created by a

long series of misgovernment.

First, the country had been, as it were, portioned out to

noble families of great influence—undertakers, who administer

everything by family jobbing. Then the people rose against

the tyranny of the oligarchy, and made themselves formidable,

and they had to be conciliated ; and, accordingly, a new

dogma was propounded, namely, that the country should be

governed through the priests. But, whether it was priest or

patrician, still no minister or viceroy ventured to bring the

governed as it were face to face with the governors—to teach

the people that the true and just function of a government

was to do what was just and right because it was just and

right, and to deal directly with the people and for the people,

as a community, and not as an appanage—to be candid, and

firm, and fair, and generous, yet to be uncompromising where

principle was concerned ; to tamper with no crime, to tolerate
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no treason, to enter into no alliance with agitators, lay or

clerical, whether in the chapel yard, or at St. Stephen's, or in

courts of justice. In fine, to make justice respected by exhi-

biting it as pure and impartial, and the law supreme by show-

ing it simple and uncompromising, without respect of persons.

Lord Eglinton determined to attempt this novel mode of

administering the aifairs of Ireland. He was heartily met in

his honest endeavours by those whom the Earl of Derby had

given him as his law officers, advisers, and associates,, and to

whom he became most cordially attached. Ireland soon began

to feel the change—to trust in the assurances which were

given to her with a sincerity of manner that every heart

acknowledged ; and men began to understand that there is a

policy which is superior to party and subdues faction, that

seeks to make all parties satisfied by aiming tO' advance the

common interest of all.*^

Had the Conservatives remained longer in power,

it is probable that Napier would have been elevated

to the bench, or at least that such pramotion would

have been ofi'ered him. Certain it is from the corre-

spondence before me, that he was held in high estima-

tion by Lord Derby, Mr. Disraeli, and the rest o-f the

leaders of the party. I am assured, however, by Lady

Napier, that had a seat on the judicial bench been

offered him at this time it would not have been ac-

cepted. Napier was then in the receipt of a large and

1 Dublin University Magazine,. Blarch 1853. This article was

written by one- wlio knew Napier well at that time, and was in his

confidence.
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remunerative practice. As a judge, he said, he would

but rust.

The forebodings which Napier had entertained as

to his dehcate state of health seem to have been

exaggerated ; for we find him in the following year

attending at the House of Commons with his usual

punctuality, and criticising as keenly the shortcom-

ings of the Government of Lord Aberdeen, which

had succeeded that of Lord Derby, as he had ever

criticised the failures of the Eussell Cabinet. He

often, it is true, complains that the late hours do not

suit him, and that he is bored with politics, but there

is no evidence as to his being in any way further

troubled by illness of a grave character. On one

occasion he expresses himself very strongly against

the slavery which a Parliamentary career engenders.

' How I would rejoice,' he writes to his wife, after

having been hard at work on a Select Committee

during the day, and then engaged until a very late

hour at the House of Commons, ' to be relieved from

the harassing toil of political life. To an Irish Con-

servative it is irksome and odious. If he be honest

and discreet he is subjected to so much suspicion and

misconstruction, and if he be a thorough partisan, he

is brought into such nasty collision.'

In spite, however, of this dislike to politics we find

Napier throughout the session of 1853 seldom absent
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from his seat, and incessantly serving upon the nume-

rous Irish Committees that were then formed. 'Doine

duty on a General Committee,' he once remarked, ' is

the severest mode of secondary punishment that can

be devised for members.' During the session several

questions of great interest came up for discussion,

and engaged either his advocacy or hostility. He

opposed with his usual consistency the Bill which

Lord John Kussell again brought forward for the

relief of Jews from the civil disabilities then aflfecting

them. Upon the subject of education he again spoke

strongly in favour of the Bible being read in the Irish

national schools, without such reading depriving the

clergy from sharing in the grant out of the Consoli-

dated Fund. ' If these clergy were in England,' he

said, ' they could obtain assistance, but if any Protes-

tant in Ireland demanded one penny out of the fund

for public education while putting forward the prin-

ciples established by the Eeformation, he was debarred

from all participation in it.' He was also in favour

of an inquiry into the state of the conventual estab-

lishments of this country, so as ' to consider whether

any and what regulations are necessary for the better

protection of the inmates of estabhshments of a con-

ventual nature, and for the prevention of the exercise

of undue influence in procuring the alienation of

their property.' Actuated by these same Protestant
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feelings he supported the motion to inquire into the

system of education adopted at Maynooth College, as

he considered such system tended to destroy allegiance

to the throne and bring danger upon the Protestant

institutions of the country.

The chief speech of Napier, however, during this

session was in opposition to the Canadian Eeserves Bill,

then being introduced by the Government, and which

aroused all the Conservative and Evangelical instincts

of the Member for Dublin University. By this measure

it was proposed to enable the Legislature of Canada ' to

make provision concerning the clergy reserves,' or, in

other words, to sanction confiscation. These reserves,

it appeared, dated from 1791, when Canada was di-

vided into two provinces by the Quebec Bill introduced

by Pitt. It was provided by that measure that when-

ever the Crown should dispose of waste lands, one

seventh of their value should be reserved for the

support of the Protestant clergy. This rule continued

until an Act was passed in 1840 by the Imperial Legis-

lature, which restrained the Canadian Legislature in

the disposal of the clergy reserves. During this

period, between 1791 and 1840, large quantities of

land had been reserved, part of which had been sold,

though the fund had not been appropriated in propor-

tion to the numbers of each religious denomination,

the clergy of the Estabhshed Churches of England
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and Scotland having, it was said, received tlie largest

sum. Great jealousy had consequently been excited

in the colony ; the Legislative Council and the House

of Assembly had been at variance upon the subject,

and an appeal was now made to the English Parlia-

ment to repeal the Act of 1840, and leave Canada to

deal with the matter as she thought fit. It was, said

the colony, a purely local question, and not an

Imperial one.

In the House of Commons the subject was re-

garded from two points of view. The advocates of

the Bill were of opinion that all local questions

affecting the colonies themselves should be dealt with

entirely by the colonial legislature ; that the ques-

tion affecting religious endowments in a colony was

essentially local, and should be therefore treated by

the local legislature; that the Act of 1840 was

unduly favourable to the Church of England and

should be corrected ; and that once the Canadian

Eeserves Bill became law, rehgious differences would

be appeased and content diffused over the whole

colony. On the other hand, the opponents of the

measure held a very different opinion. According to

their view, the Bill was nothing more or less than a

scheme for Church plunder ; that it would place the

Church of England upon a less favourable footing

than the Church of Rome ; that if the original dispo-
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sition of the lands was valid, it would be a gross act

of injustice to confiscate them by an ex post facto law ;

that it was an Imperial and not a local question, and

that the appropriation of the reserves would lead to

a war of religious opinions. Napier held the latter

view. The Canada Clergy Eeserves Bill was, in his

opinion, one of spoliation ; the reserves were a gift

of the Crown to the Protestant clergy for the sup-

port of the Protestant religion.

The Crown (he said, March 4, 1853) was bound to defend

its own grant, and it was the duty of Parliament to defend

its own Acts ; and he would ask if it was consistent with

proper affection to our brethren to hand over this property to

a party which desired to spoliate funds which had been con-

secrated to the object of maintaining the Protestant clergy

and the Protestant religion. Another objection to the Bill

was, that it was not only prospective but retrospective. If

the Crown and the Parliament were no longer to have any

control over this property, but allowed it to be vested in the

colonial legislature, they would be assisting in the violation

of an endowment made for religious purposes. This property

belonged to the ' United Church of England and Ireland, and

the members thereof in the same province,' a body of loyal

and high-minded men ; but by this measure encouragement

would be given to the turbulent and the troublesome. The

faith of Parliament and the honour of the Crown were pledged

to the support of this endowment. How did the matter stand

in point of duty and principle ? He contended that it involved

no principle of religious equality. This property was the gift

of the Crown to the Protestant clergy and the Protestant
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community. The grantee of the property in question was

the Church, and the Church was essentially a corporation.

He contended that the faith of Parliament and of the Crown

was pledged to forbear from meddling with the clergy

reserves in Canada. He was ready to adopt the sentiment

Fiat justitia mat caelum. But what he understood by that

was to do justice in point of principle—not to consider con-

sequences, but to leave them to an overruling Providence, to

ascertain what was right according to truth and principle,

and having done that to go on fearlessly as it regarded the

result. He believed that justice was not spoliation, and that

when a grant was made on the faith that Parliament was

pledged to maintain it, that pledge should be religiously

observed. . . . The property in question was placed under Im-

perial control in order to restrain the colonists from dealing

with it improperly. It was, therefore, not fair, after the Act

of Union and the Canadian Legislature had recognised this

principle, to seek to remove from the Imperial Legislature

this salutary control, and to transfer it to the Canadian

Legislature. He wished the matter to be clearly understood

;

what was the issue really to be determined ; and he wished the

country to be in possession of the information in order that

there might be no mistake about it. It was alleged that

colonial self-legislation was only aimed at ; but there were other

rights paramount to that object, there were the rights of

property and the rights of the Church, both of which were

superior to the accomplishment of colonial self-legislation.

The Act of 1791 secured the reserves to the clergy, and the

Crown had control in this respect, but the Bill before the

House had no such distinction. He relied on the Act of

1791 because it was a fundamental and constitutional Act,

and he relied on the Act of 1840 because when the union

of the Canadas was agreed upon, the security of the reserves,
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or so mucli as was not given up under the compact, was

made the basis of the compact. ... It was not for the mere

purpose ofmaking a great market for Manchester that England

maintained its Colonial Empire ; it was to discharge that great

moral obligation which it undertook as one of its paramount

duties, and when the Crown had obtained an increase of power

by its conquests, that increase of power brought with it an

increase of duties. If they thought it their duty to devote

a portion of the property of the colonies for the security of

their faith, and that Parliament had confirmed the grant, was

it not most dishonourable to violate every priaciple upon which

the rights of property were established, even apart altogether

from the religious question ? Circumstances might, no doubt,

arise for a more equitable distribution, but that was altogether

different from confiscation. While they endeavoured to effect

such equitable redistribution, they should preserve the fund for

its original purposes. Well then, how stood the question ? Here

was the faith of the Crown pledged, the honour of Parliament

was pledged, and the duty of England was pledged, to the

maintenance of this grant. With all these facts before them,

they asked Parliament now by one fell swoop to do away with

it at the simple cry of the colonial legislature. If the colonies

were to be free, let England at all events be faithful. Let her

preserve her honour and her faith, and let the colonies be fully

empowered to preserve her possessions, but let this country,

in the face of the whole world, be worthy of the honoured name

and glory of Old England.

Napier opposed the Bill in all its stages; his

antagonism, however, proved unavailing, for the

measure became law in the same year which saw

it introduced. It was also during this session that
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Napier delivered a long and closely reasoned speech

(March 17, 1853) upon what was called ' the Six-

Mile Bridge affair.' During the contested election at

Clare, certain voters whilst going to the poll at Six-

Mile Bridge had to be protected from the violence of

the mob by a small band of soldiers. The appear-

ance of this guard so roused the fury of the crowd,

excited by certain turbulent priests, that the soldiers

were attacked and a grievous riot ensued. The

soldiers in self-defence fired upon the mob, and some

mortal injuries were inflicted. An inquest was held on

the bodies, and a verdict of wilful murder brought in

against the magistrate in command and the soldiers.

The Government, anxious to curry favour with the

Irish, ignored the conduct of the mob in the matter, set

free the priests, and resolved to punish the soldiers.

The finale of tlie Six-Mile Bridge affair (writes Napier to

Lord Derby) is just what I anticipated; a more unprincipled

and culpable tampering with, law and justice I could not con-

ceive. There was not a case in justice and (in my opinion)

none in law against the soldiers. There was a powerful case

in law and justice against the priests who were the ring-

leaders and conductors of the ferocious proceedings which

caused loss of life and grave consequences to military confi-

dence in the protection of civil authority. Whiteside will

bring over the papers and details, but, having deliberately

considered the informations as afiecting both parties, I can say

on my own responsibility that the prosecution of the soldiers

was unjust, the liberation of the priests unjustifiable.
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The case came before the House of Commons.

Napier warmly objected to the course the Govern-

ment had pursued in the matter. He asserted that

the soldiers had but performed their duty, and that

it was the province of Grovernment to protect troops

when coming into collision, from no fault of their own,

with a mob. The grand jury accepted this view of

the question, and threw out the bill when it came

before them at the Clare assizes ; the Attorney-

General then put the prisoners on their trial on the

coroner's inquisition, when they were all acquitted.

As a pleasant relief to the labours of the session a

comphment was now paid to Napier which he always

valued most highly, and which received additional

lustre from the kindly and unexpected manner in

which it was conferred.
St. James's Square : May 5, 1853.

My dear Napier,—On tlie occasion of my installation as

Chancellor of the University of Oxford, it is my privilege to

recommend to Convocation a certain number of names for the

honorary degree of D.C.L. I should be much gratified by

your allowing me to include your name on my list, on which

you have every right to appear as member for the sister

University of Dublin, as having filled high legal office in the

late Government, and I hope I may add as a personal friend

with whom I should be proud to find myself thus Academi-

cally associated.

I am, dear Napier,

Yours sincerely,

Derby.
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The honour was gratefully accepted.

1 Whitehall Gardens : Friday Morning.

My dear Lord Derby,—On my return from the House

last night I found your letter.

The honorary distinction intended for me is doubly

enhanced by the generous and kind partiality in which your

lordship's intention has been conveyed to me.

Such a connection with the University of Oxford cannot

but be very gratifying to myself, and I know that my con-

stituents of the University of Dublin will recognise the com-

pliment as more than personal to their representative in

Parliament.

The additional connection with your lordship as Chancellor

of the University of Oxford I most fully appreciate. Tor whilst

my official career has been sealed with your truly gratifying

approval, confirmed by the testimony of the best and noblest

Viceroy that ever governed Ireland, and the personal friendship

which I have for some years enjoyed has always been valued as

an honour and a privilege, the Academic bond has its peculiar

attractions. Nothing, then, can be wanting, whether in past

associations, present convictions, or future prospects, to bind

us indissolubly in the obligations of an unflinching advocacy

of the great principles of truth and freedom, which are

nurtured by the institutions of our country, which never seek

to separate the civil and social duties to our neighbour from

the greater and more solemn responsibilities which as a nation

and individually we would discharge to the gracious Giver of

all good. With very kind and grateful regards,

I am, my dear Lord,

Your obliged and faithful

Joseph Napier.



114 LIFE OF SIB JOSEPH NAPIER

CHAPTEE IV.

THE TURNING OF THE TIDE.

You had that action and counteraction which, in the natural and in

the political world, from the reciprocal struggle of discordant powers

draws out the harmony of the universe.

—

Ebmititd Bukkb, Reflections

on the Revolution in France.

Le gouveruement d'Angleterre est plus sage parce qu'il y a un corps

qui I'examine continuellement, et qui s'examine continuellement lui-

meme : et telles sont sea erreurs, qu'elles ne sont jamais longues, et que

par I'esprit d'attention qu'elles donnent a la nation, eUes sont souvent

iitiles.—MoNlBSQiriBF. Grandeur et Decadence des Romains, chap. viii.

DuEiNG the agitated session of 1854, when, thanks to

the vacillating policy of Lord Aberdeen, we drifted

into war with Eussia, Napier took no part in the

frequent debates which arose as to the conduct of

hostilities in the Crimea. It was characteristic of the

man throughout his whole parliamentary life never to

speak upon any subject with which he was not

thoroughly familiar, and to which he could not add

special information. Therefore throughout the mis-

management of our affairs in the Crimea he was silent,

wisely leaving to the military critics and the leaders

of the Opposition, the duty of condemning the short-
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comings of the Government. He was a lawyer and

not a soldier, and it did not fall within his province to

pass judgment upon the blunders, which from the

want of foresight on the part of the home authorities

crippled the progress of the campaign ; such criticism,

he rightly thought, could be better left to those whose

political position or technical knowledge justified the

interference. Upon the few matters of domestic in-

terest which arose during the session, he was, how-

ever, not silent. He supported the proposal, again

brought forward and again withdrawn, of his brother-

in-law, Mr. Whiteside, to inquire into the state of

Eoman Cathohc nunneries, and to secure to persons

under rehgious vows the free exercise of their rights

in the disposal of property. It was not right, he

urged, that the conventual establishments throughout

the country should be independent of the common

law of the land, should make their own special laws,

and should be subject to the ruling of a foreign

power.

Was it not right to consider, then (lie said), whether some

substitute for the law which had thus been contravened could

not be found ? If no remedy could be suggested, it would be

far better to do away altogether with any enactments which

they could not enforce ; but, before they could come to that con-

clusion, it was their plain duty to consider the subject fullj^,

with the best advice they could get. All that was asked for was

inquiry, and there w.as no necessity for conducting it in such a

I 2
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way as would wound the most sensitive mind. He was the last

to wish to invade the territory ofconscience or to intrude upon

domestic privacy, but he was anxious that the House should

consider whether something might not be done to give the

inmates of these conventual institutions at least a periodical

opportunity of declaring whether they were there of their own

free will. He would submit to Irish members themselves

whether it would not be wise to consent to this inquiry,

instead of going into a debate which might give rise to a dis-

play of temper and angry feeling. There was no wish to go

further than was really necessary to maintain the authority

of our law ; but as far as he was concerned, he would stand

up firmly for the independence of the laws of this country

against any foreign power whatever, and for giving to every

subject of this realm the full and free protection to which he

was entitled. The necessity of some law to prevent property

from being taken 'away from families, and absorbed in these

institutions, was admitted by many of the most intelligent

and influential even of the Eoman Catholics themselves.

The next subject which attracted the attention of

Napier was one which always had a special interest

for him—the question of legal education. He was

strongly in favour of those reforms which have since

been introduced into our Inns of Court—the substitu-

tion of a satisfactory test of fitness for admission to

the bar, instead of the custom that formerly prevailed

of merely eating dinners and keeping terms. Napier

even went a step further, being desirous of establish-

ing a special school in connection with the Inns of

Court, for the education of future barristers, and the
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founding of chairs in the Universities of Oxford, Cam-

bridge, and Dubhn, to teach principles of mental and

moral philosophy, civil law, and general jurisprudence.

He had himself, vrhen reading for the bar, felt the

want of- such special educational advantages, and on

this occasion indulged in the following reminiscence.

I will now mention Che said) what I found the state of

education at the time I was called to the bar. I remember

well having to ask experienced friends what course of read-

ing they recommended a student to follow when he came to

London for the purpose of eating a certain number of dinners.

The mere dining was all that was required, and the opportunity

thus afforded of learning anything was over a bottle of wine.

Having an experienced friend, however, who had once

practised at the Irish bar, I asked him, in my simplicity,

what course of study he would recommend me to take up.

The answer was, 'If you are going to the Irish bar, the

best thing you can study is Joe Miller.' My friend also

told me that, in his early days, he had read the best books,

but he got no business, and he soon found that those who

cracked the best jokes made the most money and carried

off business at that time. I cannot say that I took the

advice given to me, but it so happened that the London

University was just opened, and Mr. Amos delivered a course

of lectures, which I attended in order to see whether I could

learn anything from them. All the instruction I had re-

ceived while in London was from these excellent lectures

and from Sir John Patteson, to whose chambers I went as a

pupil, and whose friendship I am proud of to the present

day.

When the Protestant character of Dublin Univer-
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sity was attacked by those who wished the Eoman

Catholics within its walls to enjoy the same rights and

privileges as the Protestant undergraduates, Napier

came forward and vindicated in a long and eloquent

speech the Protestant character of the university,

maintaining that the Ptoman Catholics, either as

undergraduates or professors, had nothing to complain

of when once admitted.

Upon the motion being again brought forward to

allow of marriage with the sister of a deceased wife,

on the ground that such alteration in the law would

put a stop to the immorality occasioned by over-

crowding among the poor, Napier objected to the

innovation, and passed a well deserved eulogium upon

the purity of his countrymen. It was sought to extend

this measure, if it became law, to Ireland, though, on

account of the religious convictions of the Scotch, the

country north of the Tweed was to be specially exempt

from its provisions. Yet Ireland was also thoroughly

averse to such marriages.

What was the fact (said Napier) as regarded Ireland ?

He would venture to say that all classes in that country, high

and low, rich and poor, viewed the proposed change in the

law with abhorrence and disgust. When he heard the ac-

commodation of the poor alluded to, he looked to the lowly

cabins of Ireland, and among them—the poorest and the

humblest—he was bound to say of all persuasions—where,

with all the miserable accommodation possessed by the poor,
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they would nevertheless find in general as large an amount

of domestic propriety as the world could exhibit. Among
the poorest and humblest in Ireland there was a deep re-

ligious sentiment of domestic propriety, and he could truly

say he never heard of a case of incest in that country.

The people of Ireland were utterly opposed to this measure,

so were the Scotch ; and knowing that they were so, it

had not been attempted to extend it to Scotland. Why,

then, was it sought to force it on Ireland ? There was in

the history of the Church and Christianity one continuous

stream of testimony -against such marriages. It was his

deliberate and solemn conviction that the present law was

based upon the law of God as well as included in the social

expansion of Christianity.

The chief oratorical effort of Napier, however,

during this session was dehvered in opposition to the

Parhamentary Oaths Bill, introduced by Lord John

Eussell, who then held office as President of the

Council. The object of this measure was to consider

generally the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, and ab-

juration, and the oath taken by Papists, with a view

of substituting one simple and intelligible oath. The

oath of allegiance was, urged Lord John, an intelli-

gible obligation, and no objection could be taken to

it ; but the oaths of supremacy and abjuration had

been framed to meet certain dangers which no longer

existed, and therefore contained matter tqtally un-

necessary to be affirmed at the present day. Hence,

he said, he had drawn up a form of a single oath
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which did away with the specific declarations required

from Eoman Cathohcs, and also the words which had

hitherto proved such a stumbling-block to the Jews,

' on the true faith of a Christian.' Napier, in a speech

which was warmly approved of at the National Club,

strenuously opposed this substitution. He declared

that the Bill was dishonest, since instead of openly

proclaiming its object, it burglariously broke through

the barriers of the constitution to enable Jews to enter

Parliament. The oaths which it was sought to abolish

had been entered upon the statute-book as protectives

against foreign aggression, and formed the basis of

the constitution. Ecclesiastical power, not controlled

by the State, must, he said, become too powerful for

the State, and civil liberty could not co-exist with the

ecclesiastical despotism of any church whatever. He

therefore begged the House not to consent to substi-

tute the weak and washy words of Lord John Eussell

fof the precise and vigorous language employed by

the advisers of Queen Elizabeth, and by Lord Somers

at the Revolution.

The oath of supremacy (said Napier in conclusion, May

25, 1854) is, in fact, but an exposition and expansion of, and

not an addition to, the oath of allegiance, and all this is in

exact accordance with the fundamental principles of the con-

stitution from the earliest times. It was not framed as a test

of opinion, but as a solemn protest against the aggression of

the Papacy ; as a barrier by counter demonstration against
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foreign power, and so long as the assumption of papal autho-

rity is maintained, so long should the protest in the oath be

preserved. The question then comes to this, has the aggres-

sive power of Rome ceased to encroach ? It'is not a question

of theology or religious opinion, but of papal policy
;
yet it is

not to be forgotten that the Papacy is both a State assuming

dominion over independent kingdoms throughout the world,

and a Church assuming jurisdiction over the consciences of

all baptized Christians. It must be opposed in both capacities

—as a State we must encounter it by our state policy and the

power of Parliament : as a Church by a free press, right

reason, and the fearless appeal to the pure Word of God. . . .

There is no difficulty with Dissenters who do not divide

their allegiance by acknowledging foreign authority, nor would

there be much trouble with the laity of the Church of Rome

if this foreign power were not aggressive, and ever attempting

to wrest away the proper authority of the constitution over

all who are entitled to share in its protection and privileges.

The great difficulty has been occasioned by this claim and

assertion of papal authority, and the question is, whether it

is not a duty we owe to our sovereign, to the countrj', and

ourselves, to maintain the defences set up by our wise and

faithful ancestors, at a time when the love of England, attach-

ment to freedom and truth, were deep and solid
;
and these

safeguards were erected to preserve in its integrity the in-

dependence and permanence of the constitution.

The Bill was, on this occasion, thrown out by a

large majority.

The Government formed by Lord Aberdeen was a

singularly strong one, for, with the exception of Mr.

Disraeli, it enrolled within its ranks most of the
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members of marked ability in the two Houses of

Parliament. It was not, therefore, without some

reason that it had been christened ' All the Talents.'

Still, the administration was essentially one adapted

for the piping times of peace, and, as the war in the

Crimea proceeded, it soon proved itself grossly incom-

petent to undertake and control the conduct of hosti-

lities on a large scale. Ministers had provided for a

great war after a petty fashion, there was a want of

unanimity in the Cabinet, and the consequence was

that the most serious errors, owing to a lack of fore-

thought and proper supervision, were committed,

much to the detriment of the progress of the cam-

paign. Hence a terrible and needless loss of Enghsh

life ensued. Cholera broke out, and beneath its

devastating influence the ranks of our regiments

daily thinned. The hospitals were ill-officered, and

wanted all the necessary supplies of drugs and nou-

rishing stores. Beneath the strain put upon them, the

transport and commissariat systems utterly collapsed.

Provisions were sent where they were not required,

and were left rotting ; summer clothing arrived in

the middle of winter ; furs and woollen goods reached

their destination when the heat was almost tropical

;

and nurses generally came to the bedside when the

patients had died. Everything, as Mr. Disraeli said,

came too late. A violent outcry was accordingly
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now raised against an administration which, from the

commencement of hostihties, had lived from hand to

mouth, allowing a total want of prescience, and pro-

viding for each successive emergency after and not

before it arose. Both in the House of Lords and in

the House of Commons the Government was censured

for its incapacity, and Lord Aberdeen, bowing before

the storm, resigned the seals of office.

And now more than the usual comphcations

ensued as to the appointment of his successor. Lord

Derby was commanded by her Majesty to form an

administration ; his efforts were, however, not at-

tended with success. He offered Lord Palmerston a

seat in the Cabinet, with the leadership of the House

of Commons, which Mr. Disraeli had generously

agreed to hand over to his rival ; but the invitation

was, after some shilly-shallying, declined. Much to

the disapproval of Mr. Napier and the evangelical

feehng of the country, places in the new administra-

tion were now offered to Mr. Gladstone and Mr.

Sidnev Herbert, statesmen then credited with pro-

nounced sympathies for the extreme High Church

school—or Tractarianism, as it was called at the

National Club. The proposal, however, fared no

better than the one laid before Lord Palmerston, and

was rejected.

Thus, aware that without extraneous support.
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owing to the weakness of the Conservative party,

he could not constitute a Cabinet, Lord Derby-

had no alternative under the circumstances but to

advise her Majesty to look elsewhere for her chief

adviser. With elaborate minuteness his lordship laid

before his peers the part he had played during this

ministerial interregnum—how he was aware his party

was in a minority in the House of Commons, and that

it did not possess either the men or the experience

out of which a purely Conservative administration

could be formed ; how, not wishing to be ' a minister

on sufferance,' and dependent on precarious and uncer-

tain majorities, he had unsuccessfully opened nego-

tiations with Lord Palmerston and Messrs. Gladstone

and Sidney Herbert for that ' extraneous aid ' which

he considered necessary ; and how, therefore, he had

been unable to obey her Majesty's commands, and

frame a Cabinet. Then- he concluded by saying that

it was his opinion that the great Conservative party

should not prematurely and rashly undertake the

responsibility of administering the affairs of the

country at the present portentous crisis.

The next step in the negotiation was that applica-

tion was made to Lord John Eussell to form a ministry

;

but after a brief attempt that statesman also had

to abandon the task. Thus the appointment of Lord

Palmerston as Prime Minister became inevitable.
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' A month ago,' writes Lord Palmerston to his

brother, ' if any man had asked me to say what was

one of the most improbable events, I should have

said my being Prime Minister. Aberdeen was there,

Derby was head of one great party, John Eussell of

the other, and yet in about ten days' time they all

gave way hke straws before the wind, and so here

am I writing to you from Downing Street as First

Lord of the Treasury.'

Permit me to say (wrote Napier to Lord Derby upon the

policy the Conservative chief had adopted during this political

crisis) that I feel entirely satisfied that in the course which

your lordship has taken you have best consulted the honour of

the Queen and the interests of England. It was a necessity

that Lord Palmerston should have his opportunity, and had he

been shoved aside we should have been in a false and perilous

position. The bubble must burst. Our force is the great

and last resource of the country. I hope it may be kept well

together, being assured as I am, that by firmness, discretion,

and faithfulness to principle, we must in the end, and perhaps

at no distant day, be in the ascendant.

A few days later Napier wrote at greater length

upon the same subject. He had crossed over to Dub-

lin, but expressed his intention of returning in time

to attend a meeting to be held at Lord Eglinton's to

consider the future action of the Conservative party.

It seems of consequence (he writes to Lord Derby) that our

meeting should be such as to give confidence to the party, and
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present tlie unity and right feeling which are essential to suc-

cess. I think I can tell you with tolerable accuracy the views

which are prevalent amongst them, and I know you will not

think me to be presumptuous in offering one or two suggestions

in the spirit of frankness which you always encouraged in our

communications.

I found at the National Club a general approval of your

prudent and self-denying course of proceeding in not seizing

on office after Lord Palmerston's refusal to join ; but I

also found a strong remonstrance and stronger repugnance

manifested against the then rumoured proposal about Mr.

Gladstone and Sidney Herbert. This was before your state-

ment. The statement has removed much of the censure,

but the repugnance remains, and the general feeling has been

one of thankfulness that you escaped the junction. There

is still a section which growls at your lordship for having

made the proposal ; there is another larger and more reason-

able class who objected and censured, but now acknowledge

that the explanation is sufficient and with most of them

satisfactory.

Another class, the largest, most intelligent, and most

influential, look upon the whole negotiation with candour and

good sense, and consider that you acted with a single purpose

of serving the country and discharging your duty to your

sovereign, and that you have acted with sound prudence and

a just regard to the best interests of the Conservative party.

Among these I may name Mr. Blackburne, Mr. Horsfall, M.P.,

Judge Crampton, Chief Justice Lefroy, and others of the same

mould. With this class you will have no difficulty ; with the

second class it is desirable to have such further conference

as will set everything right ; the first class is that which

requires most care in keeping them in their traces. What
will probably weigh with them most is that the course taken
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by Gladstone renders any future junction impracticable; and

I think the clear expression of the absence of all sympathy

with the school in which Gladstone has been trained may be

very important in reconciling some of the recusants. They

are an earnest and sincere class, very active and therefore

influential ; not very reasonable, but still manageable and

open to the admonition of friends.

May I suggest a few points as to the future which I think

of much consequence ? We want to get the hearty support

of the middle classes. As to the war they feel that England

is humiliated before Europe ; the honour of England must be

redeemed at any price,, and a bold appeal to them in this

spirit would touch a chord which would vibrate throughout

the whole country. As to home policy it must be Protestant^

not in any sense of ascendency, nor of any pressure whatever

on Roman Catholics, but in the true constitutional Christian

sense. Tf for Ireland the education question could be settled

even in the form proposed by your lordship and Lord

Eglinton, showing a sympathy with the friends of scriptural

education and a desire to give them the same privileges in

Ireland as their brethren enjoy in England ; if for England

good men be promoted to the Episcopal Bench and a just

regard shown to the sound religious feeling of the best part

of the community, and a more distinct recognition of our

dependence on the blessing and favour of God as a great

nation, and less of the spirit of mammonism in the policy of

the Government, this with an explicit announcement that

the Protestantism of the country would be an especial object

of your policy to protect, so as to give every communion

equal and just privileges, but no favouritism to popery—

I

think there is nothing would be so likely to give you a hold

on the hearts of the people, nor so likely to consolidate the

party.
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We have suffered occasionally by leaving great questions

in the hands of overheated men, whilst those who ought to

have grappled with them have stood aloof This induces

people in the country to say, what is this party better than

another ? I agree thoroughly with Disraeli in this, that on

all the questions which raise the religious issue annually and

periodically we ought as a party to be prepared with an

intelligent, well-considered, and united expression of opinion.

There is but one other point which I think important. It

seems to me very obvious that no party can be safe which will

not make merit and efficiency the primary qualification for its

various offices. The public temper runs on this and will run

more upon it yet.

It is evident from several of the very candid

comments to be met with in the correspondence

before me, that the subject of this memoir enter-

tained no very high regard for Lord Pahnerston,

either as a man or a minister. Severe and decorous

in all his ways—for no one more conspicuously wore

the white flower of a blameless life—Napier objected

to the levity which characterised the popular English

statesman, to his intensely mundane view of matters,

to his vanity and egotism, and to the circumstances

which had on one special occasion brought his name

disagreeably before the public. As a minister he

considered him meddlesome and a bully, ' maintaining

the influence of England by a policy of sneaking and

bluster, called non-intervention, but known as inter-

meddling.'
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I have long thought (writes Napier to Lord Derby) that

the Pam worship of England has been a political idolatry that

has lowered the tone of public opinion. They idolise a man

who has no personal religion as if he were fit to be canonised

with Baxter and Owen. They regard his foreign policy as

John Bullish, and therefore the pride and glory of England.

They tell you that he is a true Conservative, though they

cannot deny that he got his place under false pretences of

liberalism, and therefore if he is a Conservative in action he is

to some extent an impostor.

And now it was, when Lord Palmerston was at

the full height of his popularity, that Napier came

forward to introduce a measure which, as a member

of the Statute Law Commission, he had long con-

sidered, and of the necessity of which he felt fully

assured. Early in the February of 1856 he moved

his resolution in favour of the appointment of a

Minister of Justice in the following terms :

That in the opinion of this House, as a measure of admi-

nistrative reform, provision should be made for an efficient and

responsible Department of Public Justice, with a view to

secure the skilful preparation and proper structure of Parlia-

mentary Bills and promote the progressive amendment of the

laws of the United Kingdom.

He began his speech by asserting that while arts

and manufactures had materially improved, no corre-

sponding improvement had taken place in the framing

of our laws. Indeed, the present state of the law

K
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was a disgrace to a civilised country. Lord Bacon,

writing at a time wlien there were little over two

thousand statutes, had remarked that ' so great was

the accumulation of statutes, so often did those statutes

cross each other, and so intricate were they, that the

certainty of the law was entirely lost in the heap.'

Yet the statutes passed during the reign of Queen

Victoria alone outnumbered those contained in the

statute-book as it stood in the reign of Queen Eliza-

beth. There they were in one confused mass—the

important statutes not consolidated, the unsuitable

statutes not amended, the obsolete statutes not re-

pealed. Should this state of things continue? Let

them take an example from the Justinian Code, which

was perfected in less than four years. It occupied but

the same time to complete the Code Napoleon. Within

three octavo volumes the New York Code was com-

prised. Why should England be behindhand in

framing a Code ? It was true that Commissions had

been appointed and Committees had sat, but nothing

came of them. What was wanted was that some-

thing should be done. He (Napier) proposed that

a special department should be established, presided

over by a wise and enlightened man, assisted by

an efficient staff, the duty of which should be to

watch the state of the law, to observe tlie working of

the law, and to propound proper amendments. All
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former efforts in that direction had failed because

they were entrusted to one man, who was absorbed

by other business, and was deprived of the requisite

special and necessary assistance.

Now it is myopmioii (said Napier in conclusion, Feb. 12,

1856) that the main cause of the failure of these attempts at

legislation is the manner in which the responsibility is scat-

tered. It does not do for a man preoccupied with other

engagements merely to sit down and spend half an hour or

so with the disposition to forward law reform. The members

of the Government have a multitude of other occupations to

attend to ; there is no concentration of mental power upon

this great subject. It is confessedly a great, nay, a gigantic

work, requiring men of great power, ability, and energy to

carry it out. But that is the very reason why that work

should be attended to by a man, or a body of men, whose sole

duty it should be to help forward efficient legislation. What

has been said, that everybody's business is nobody's business,

is perfectly true as regards legislation. We see every day

individual members ushering into the House Bills on various

subjects, many of which require an amount of attention which

no individual member, private or otherwise, can be expected

to give to them, and amid the pressure of business generalljr

the most imperfect measures are sometimes permitted to go

forth as law. If a man wants a deed connected with his own

property drawn up, he will go to the man well if not best

qualified to prepare it. Such, however, is not the practice

in this House. Lord Lyndhurst, in compliment to Lord

Brougham, said he was the charge d'affaires as regarded legis-

lation until a Minister should be appointed to preside over

that important branch of the public interests. No doubt the
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noble and learned lord lias done great things, and tlie country

ouglit to feel greatly indeljted to him. At the same time, un-

less a man has the office and the authority properly committed

to him, he cannot adequately perform the duties he may be

willing to undertake. What takes place ? We send our

statutes before the courts ; they are sometimes carped at by

the judges, who, in trying to explain their meaning, are often

heard to say, ' It is not easy even to guess what the intentions

of the Legislature were when this Act was drawn up.' And

sometimes our statutes are held up to open ridicule. The

Legislature, to be sure, has sometimes retaliated upon the

judges by saying that these objections are merely technical

and forensic. Now that, I say, is injurious to public justice

and the authority of law ; it is not the state of things which

should exist, or which could exist, if we had the Legislature

and the judges co-operating together as they ought ; the one

giving us valuable suggestions founded upon their observa-

tions as to the working of the law and the way in which it

might be improved, while the other body could effectually

carry out these suggestions and improvements by well-con-

sidered measures of legislation.

If we had a proper person of high standing, and with

the kind of staff required, he could communicate with the

judges upon all subjects connected with our legislation, and

could obtain ample assistance from eminent jurists and other

authorities. He would also have the opportunity of receiving

most valuable suggestions from all parts of the country about

amendments in the law. Many good suggestions are con-

stantly coming up from the country, but in the present state

of things one does not know what to do with them. In my
humble judgment, if we had a proper department constituted

for this purpose, one that would receive and record every

practical suggestion made to its head, that would hold com-
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munications with magistrates and judges, and that would
preserve a record of judicial decisions and constructions, that

had in its employ a skilful body of draughtsmen to prepare

Acts &c. in a proper and efficient manner, and persons

acquainted with Irish and Scotch law who would see that

our laws were made as Imperial as possible—it would be

one of the greatest advantages that could be conferred upon

the country. And we should then have the Houses of

I'arliament engaged with broad principles and great truths

rather than with petty details, with which we have too often

to deal most injuriously under the present sj^stem ; we should

have our Acts of Parliament uniform and harmonious. We
should have our laws properly classified in our statute-books,

and if we could get our laws properly expurgated, classified,

and consolidated, we could at all times be enabled to amend
our statutes without disturbing the whole framework of our

legislation. Taking any one of our statute-books, we find

the enactments flung together as with a pitchfork in a

confused heap—Commissions and Committees and amateur

legislation have been tried in vain. I would get rid of all

that ; but the reports of these Commissions and Committees

might be rendered available by a proper department such as

I have described. There is a great body of information now

before the country supplied to us by practical men. We
have a great body of wise hints which have been suggested

by the working of the law. With a proper staff of good

workmen all this would be available. We have a Board of

Public Works, we have a Department of Public Health, we

have a Board of Trade, we have a Department for the affairs

of War, and it is now proposed that there shall be a separate

Department for Education. I ask you, then, whether you

do not think that Justice is entitled to a de])artment as

much as any one of these subjects I have mentioned ? Is not
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this a subject that concerns every man?—which concerns

the dignity of the Legislature, the authority of the law, the

security and the peace of society—for are not all these in-

volved in the estaLlishment of such a department, filled by

eminent and practical men, to carry out one great system ?

My opinion is that the current law of the land ought

to be the expression of the mind of the people of this intelli-

gent community ; and that the old laws should be amended

and reduced to conformity with this standard of excellence.

We might thus be able to realise the science of jurisprudence

which ought to fix the true boundary of wise legislation.

It is not for me to dictate, though I have considered the

details of this department. I think the better course to

take would be to appoint a proper person in the first in-

stance, who would be competent to organise the department

and to work out the details of it. Act as regards this de-

partment as you have acted in regard to the other departments

of the Goverpment. Do it at once and do it with energy

and determination, I only hope that the House, as they

have got the subject before them, will now give me their

opinion on my proposition. I brought it forward at the end

of last session, and all my conferences with enlightened and

intelligent men since then have confirmed me in my resolu-

tion to persevere with this remedy, and to take the sense of

the House upon it. I ask you to unite together, like .men of

sense and decision, to rescue our laws and the administration

of justice from the state in which they now are. Many good

things have been done ; but even yet in the administration

of the laws wo have delays which inflict hardship and injustice.

But would j^ou have had the working of many of our laws in

their present inconvenient state if you had long ago estab-

lished a department of this kind ? Look to your Ecclesias-

tical Courts, and see the reforms which are so urgently required
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and are still doggedly witHheld. Look to your Church system

—no Church discipline can be properly enforced. Look to

yotir County Courts—they are far from being thoroughly

organised and established. Look to your highest Court of

Appeal, and say whether you can justify the condition in

which it struggles on. Even your ordinary procedure is in

an unsettled state.

Here, then, you have a great work to do. I do not see,

for the life of me, why in the department of the law there

should be any difference between England and Ireland in

mere matters of procedure. A great object should be to re-

lieve all courts as much as possible from technicality and

form, leaving them to decide upon the substantial rights of

parties. I propose that this new department of justice

should occupy itself with the amendment of the old law, with

the supervision of the current legislation, and with keeping a

watchful eye upon all measures for the reform of the law.

"We are told in the Eastern fable that it was by the cleansing

of the old lamp that the secret of its power was discovered. If

we are in good earnest we shall be able to summon the genii

of the lamp to our assistance. We shall have voices from

the dead to urge us forward. "We have to support us the

example of the enlightened Bacon, the noble simplicity of

Hale, the manly and majestic wisdom of the lamented Romilly.

"We shall have the aid of one who still survives—one to whose

exertions in the cause of law reform a deep obligation is due

;

to whom may be applied the language of my eloquent country-

man, that he has ' winged his eagle flight against the blaze

of every science with an eye that never winks and a wing

that never tires.' I mean Henry, Lord Brougham, who

during a long life has devoted himself to the cause of law

reform, persevering to the end with a vigour and energy per-

fectly wonderful at his advanced age, 'for his eye is not dim.
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nor Ms natural force abated.' It is earnestly to be hoped

that effect will now be given to a proposition whicli that

noble and learned lord has so often and so ably submitted

to Parliament. I do hope that the House will now join

me in giving effect to the proposition which I now humbly

make. If we are in earnest we shall succeed, and we may

make our laws consistent, rational, clear, and intelligible.

Then let us write them upon new tables and deposit them

in the sacred ark—the respect and the affection of the people.

This resolution led to a long discussion, during

wliich the most flattering compliments were paid on

both sides of the House to Napier ; finally the motion

was assented to by Lord Palmerston, advocated by

Lord John Eussell, and carried. The dissolution of

Parliament, to which we shall soon allude, however,

prevented any further steps being then taken in the

matter. As with his Land Bills, so with his scheme

to consohdate the law, it was left to others who came

after Napier to avail themselves of his labours and

suggestions, and to carry into effect what he himself

had proposed.

During this session we find Napier, when the

restless question of education in Ireland came up for

discussion, again strongly maintaining the right of

the Church Education Society-—a society composed of

Irish Protestants which had founded schools in Ire-

land to compete in some measure with the schools

established under the national system—to obtain a
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share in the funds devoted by Parliament to educa-

tion in Ireland. He also opposed, but unsuccessfully,

the measure which was to sanction the retirement of

the aged Bishops of London and Durham upon a fixed

pension demanded by those prelates, on the ground

that such an arrangement savoured of simony. If

the retirement of the Bishops, he said, had been uncon-

ditional, and the matter left to the consideration of

Parliament, he Avould have cordially approved of the

step, but a conditional resignation was nothing less

than a violation of the ecclesiastical law.

Upon the Eesolution, still agitated amongst us, of

Sir Joshua Walmsley to open the British Museum

and National Gallery after morning service on

Sundays, Napier spoke at some length in opposition

to the movement. With many of his objections

recent discussions on the subject have made us

famihar. He considered that such an act would be

but the insertion of the thin end of the wedge,

leading to the opening of shops, theatres, and other

establishments, and undermining the sanctity of the

Lord's Day. He was, he said, no advocate for

making the sabbath a day of gloom, but in his

opinion cheerfulness and happiness were best pro-

moted by its observance as a day of sacred rest.

If the sabbath was made a day of pleasure, it could

not be secured as a day of rest, and therefore any
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tampering with tlie arrangements of Sunday as they

then existed was not welcomed by the working

classes. He considered that as a Christian senate

they were bound to oppose the innovation that was

meditated.

It had been well observed (he said, February 21, 1856)

that there was no country in the world to which true religion

was of more vital importance than to England, from her com-

mercial enterprise and manufactming activity. The argument

in favour of the strict observance of the sabbath in England

derived its peculiar force from the way in which the English

workmen were incessantly employed on the week-days, in the

great strongholds of manufactures and trade in their country.

Was it not remarkable, however, that the individuals who

advocated the encroachment on the Lord's Day did not ask

that one moment of the other six days should be given up to

the relaxation and intellectual improvement of the working

classes ? No ; they came forward with their resolution

respecting the sabbath, and, with the impulse of the false

mother, they said, ' Let it be neither mine nor thine, but

divide it.' The rights of Mammon for the six days were to

be upheld as paramount and sacred, and the day of rest, which

God had hallowed, was to be so far sacrificed also to Mammon.

They would, by encroaching on the rest and sanctity of the

sabbath, endanger it altogether by destroying its entirety.

And he could not help thinking that it would have been

much more like a real regard for the working classes, instead

of trying to steal a portion of the day of sacred rest, if they

had demanded for these classes some portion of the six work-

ing days for the purpose of their recreation and of their moral

and intellectual improvement. They would take away the
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sacredness of tlie Lord's Day, and along with it they would

take from the labouring classes the true and abiding security

which they now had of at least one day of rest in the seven.

This the working classes knew perfectly well, and felt

thoroughly ; and it was the instinct of self-preservation that

led many of the people to protest against the Resolution

;

and their repugnance to the Resolution was a beautiful proof

of the secret and even secondary power of truth, and the

interest which the people had in the predominance of true

religion. It, and it alone, secured their interests in time and

eternity.

If the sabbath was made for man it was also the Lord's

Day, and these two propositions should be honestly taken

together as inseparable instead of being unnaturally and

perilously disjoined. The sabbath was made for man, because

it was designed for his spiritual good under every dispensation.

Originally instituted in Paradise when God ceased from His

works of Creation, continued after the Fall, republished under

the mighty symbolical economy of Judaism, enforced and

commented upon by the life and teaching of our Blessed

Redeemer, who, to guard against pharisaic formalism or

improper latitude, engrafted on the literality of the divine

command certain gracious and reasonable exceptions of which

' mercy not sacriiice ' was the exponent ; and then made

perpetual by the example of the Apostles and guides of the

Primitive Church as the rule for all time ; that divine insti-

tution, although different in the mode of observance under

diiferent dispensations, had ever but one and the same benign

purpose to be carried out, namely, the spiritual well-being of

man as an immortal, intelligent, and accountable being. Man

was not a mere machine to be worked like a spinning-jenny,

and to stop at stated times ; but He who knew what was in

man. his weaknesses and infirmities, and the trials he had to
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support in the toilsome journey of life, had secured to liim a

periodical cessation from his dull round of daily labour, and

thus provided an occasion for spiritual privilege and sacred

rest. It was a very curious fact that neither morning nor

evening was mentioned as regarded the seventh day ; thus

showing it to be a symbol of the eternal sabbath. When
they were asked as legislators to deal with a sacred institution

which as individuals they were compelled to admit to their

shame they perhaps did not observe as they ought in their

private spheres—and this he did not say in any spirit of

pharisaic presumption, but in a common confession of

admitted shortcoming—they were bound, however, in their

collective capacity in the senate to ascend to the very highest

standard of duty for the rule to be followed on such an oc-

casion as the present, instead of descending for legislative

example to the level of their own shortcomings in private

life.

He regarded the sabbath as one of the chief national

and Christian institutions. He believed that the constitution

of the country had adopted it, but he admitted, while they

provided opportunity for all men to enjoy the rest and

privilege of the Lord's Day, that they were not called upon

to enforce by legislation any particular course of observance

upon any man. But if they were not to legislate, they were

the more bound to set an example which ought to be fol-

lowed, and to give every encouragement to what they be-

lieved to be a sacred duty. The noble Lord (Lord Stanley)

had spoken of those opposed to this resolution as being bound

to deal with excursion trains on Sundays ; and another hon.

member had talked of its being necessary also to deal with

clubs. He (Napier) would say, speaking for himself, as a

matter of opinion, that all that state of things was wrong ; it

enabled the classes below to point to the example of those
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above in a way which gave a sanction to the deviations whicli

were condemned ; it was a most serious responsibility to

incur, and he must frankly admit, that if the humbler classes

were admonished to keep the sabbath in a becoming way,

it was more incumbent upon the higher classes to set the

example by keeping it also themselves. These were matters,

however, on which, though they might humbly offer their

individual opinion, it was not within their province to coerce

others. Every man in that House was called upon, on the

motion, to act for the good of the whole people, as a respon-

sible unit in that assembly ; and they ought not by their

own conduct in reference to public places to give public sanc-

tion to a measure which tended to break down or weaken the

barriers which protected the day of sacred rest.

They were told that a prejudice had been got up upon

this subject by the clergy. He believed that such was not

the case, but that the opposition made to the Eesolution

sprang from the deep-seated, settled conviction of the people

themselves ; and he thanked God for its exhibition as a great

proof of the genuine religious strength and spirit of the

community. How many of them associated with the Lord's

Day their happiest hours on earth and their brightest hopes

hereafter !
' The shadow of Creation might have first fallen

upon the sabbath, but the light of Eedemption now shone

upon it, and the beams of the descending Spirit illuminated

it. It was a day which God had associated with the work

of Creation ended, with the greater work of Redemption

finished, with the work of the Spirit begun. It was the

day on which the Redeemer rose from the grave and the Com-

forter came down from heaven ; it was therefore the Lord's

Day, on which they should rejoice and be glad, the day

divinely appointed, apostolically appropriated for public

worship and for common prayer, sacramental communion,
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charity and mercy. The record of Scripture and the testi-

mony of tradition alike accredited its sanctity as the sabbath

of all who professed and called themselves Christians. It

was made for man ; it was his birthright ; it was given to

man that he might retire from the cares and the labours and

the turmoil of the world, to enjoy the blessing of high and

holy communion with his God ; but he warned the House

and the country, that if by one false step they parted with

their birthright, they could no longer preserve the blessing.

The resolution was rejected by a large majority.

We had a glorious majority last night (writes Napier to

his wife from the National Club), nearly eight to one—376

and 4 shut out, i.e. 380 to 48. Amongst the latter were the

Puseyites ofthe worst grade, Eomanists, Unitarian unbelievers,

and I grieve to add the names of Layard and Lord Stanley.

The presentation of petitions was quite a scene. I had 62

myself. Thank God I was enabled to bear a faithful testi-

mony, and I never was better received by the House, I got

several volleys of cheers on resuming my seat. . . . Mr.

Hamilton almost embraced me last night ; he said I never

spoke so well—in manner, spirit, and effect. Indeed I sought

earnestly guidance and grace from God to direct me with

wisdom and discretion. ... I never saw so much good feel-

ing through the whole House ; every one rejoiced and I was

almost smothered with thanks for my speech. When I rose

after Lord Stanley Mr. Cairns rose also, but fortunately the

Speaker took.me in preference. I had been asked to lead,

but from the proposal of the amendment this arrangement

was disturbed, and I then lay by for Lord Stanley. Mr. Cairns

spoke exceedingly well, and Mr. Roundell Palmer admirably

and effectively. It was a happy sight to see the House of

Commons testify so unmistakably to the sacredness of the
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Sabbath. . . . Old Sir Charles Napier is quite proud of me

;

he introduced himself, has invited me to dine with him next

Wednesday if I am in town. He says I speak like a Napier,

and that is the highest expression of his opinion.

The speech dehvered on this occasion has since

been pubHshed by the Working Men's Lord's Day

Eest Association.



144 LIFE OF SIR JOSEPH NAPIER

CHAPTEE V.

LORD CHANCELLOR.

And there he kept the justice of the king

So vigorously yet mildly, that all hearts

Applauded, and the spiteful whisper died.

Tennyson, Enid.

On the conclusion of the Crimean war, the country had

expected that the attention of the Government would

be directed to questions of domestic reform, and that

continental politics would cease to occupy the promi-

nent position lately accorded them. Lord Palmerston,

however, could not refrain from mixing himself up

with what Mr. Disraeli called the ' little difficulties ' of

the hour. There was the ' little difficulty ' with Persia,

owing to the occupation of Herat ; there was the ' little

difficulty ' with Central Italy, owing to the treatment

of political prisoners by the King of Naples ; there was

the ' little difficulty ' between Prussia and Switzerland

about Neufchatel ; and now a ' little difficulty ' arose

as to our relations with China. Thanks to the hasty

instructions of the Government, and to the still hastier

conduct of a bellicose civil servant, we became
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engaged in active hostilities in the neighbourhood of

Canton, owing to the seizure by the Chinese of a vessel

called the ' Arrow,' flying the English flag, engaged in

piracy. The whole question turned upon the point

whether the ' Arrow ' was a British or a Chinese vessel.

The matter was referred to Sir John Bowring, our

plenipotentiary at Hong Kong, who at once decided

that the ship was a British barque, and officially de-

clared that unless the captured crew were released, and

an apology offered, naval operations would be immedi

ately commenced against the Chinese. The imprisoned

crew were released as a matter of courtesy to British

demands, though no apology was offered for their

capture, since the Chinese asserted that the ' Arrow '

was a Chinese and not a British vessel. Hereupon,

the mihtant Sir John declared war, blew up the fort

in the Canton river, and shelled Canton itself.

The whole matter naturally came before Parlia-

ment. Upon inquiry, it transpired that the Chinese

authorities had throughout been in the right, and

that our plenipotentiary at Hong Kong had acted

with nefarious promptitude. The ' Arrow,' it was now

discovered, was in no respect a British ship. She was

built in China, she was owned by Chinese, she was

manned by Chinese, and she was engaged in piracy.

In both Houses the conduct of Sir John Bowring was

severely commented upon. Lord Derby, in a brilHant
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speech, brought forward a motion of censure, which

was, however, defeated. Two days later, Mr. Cobden

introduced his resolution condemning the conduct of

the Government, and asking for a Select Committee to

inquire into the matter. A keen debate occupying

several nights now ensued, with tha result that, on a

division, ministers were defeated by a majority of 16.

The motion of Mr. Cobden, much to the anger of

Lord Palmerston, who warmly resented the ' factious

combination ' against him, was supported by members

on both sides of the House ; by Mr. Disraeli, Mr. Glad-

stone, Lord John Eussell, Sir Bulwer Lytton, Mr. Eoe-

buck, Mr. Eoundell Palmer, Lord Eobert Cecil, Mr.

Milner Gibson, Sir Frederick Thesiger, and Mr. Sidney

Herbert. Napier, who thoroughly disapproved of

the ' murderous policy ' of Sir John Bowring, voted

in favour of the motion.

To the Prime Minister thus subjected to a vote of

censure two courses were open—to resign office, or

to appeal to the country. Lord Palmerston preferred

the latter alternative. The case, said he, in his

ministerial explanation, seemed to be of so peculiar a

character that he had not thought it his duty to retire

from power. He proposed, however, to dissolve Par-

liament and appeal to the constituencies as soon as

the state of public business admitted the adoption of

such a course. A fortnight proved itself sufficient to
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settle the financial measures for tlie ensuing year ;

then Parliament was dissolved, and the country busied

with the conflict and turmoil of a general election.

Napier at once crossed over to Ireland, and made his

appeal to his constituents.

I have never known (writes Mr. Gladstone, Marck 14,

1857, to Napier, between whom a correspondence had sprung

up as to the tendency of the Palmerston policy) the prospects

of a dissolution involved in so much uncertainty except as to

Ireland. It is an honour to her that she is not involved in

the delusion which has seized many persons in England. It

is not, I think, in the towns, where the people can be addressed

and reasoned with, that this is most seriously the case, but

there is no doubt many of the gentry have a leaning to Lord

Palmerston under the idea that he is Conservative— an idea

which is mainly founded in the undoubted facts that his

Government is both remiss and extravagant. But if Lord

Palmerston should find in the first Parliament a majority who

will only support him on condition of Radical measures, when

he finds they are in earnest he will pay the price. It would

indeed be a great good that political opinion should cast itself

into forms and take effect in combinations more material and

healthy than those that now exist, and I think it plain that

although the evils of many years' growth cannot be remedied

by a mere exertion of the will, yet the spirit in which you

write is the spirit which when it attains to sufiicient extension

is most likely, under God, to bring about that result.

Napier was at this time in favour of a coalition.

As to parties (he writes to a friend—one of the pillars of

the National Club) I see no hope of anything better than a

1 2
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junction Cabinet, to which our trusty friends might give an

independent support, and on which they might be a useful

check. I cannot see what is to keep Walpole, Pakington,

and Lord Stanley from joining with Gladstone, Graham, a,nd

Cardwell. It would be far better for us in Ireland, however

below what we could desire, and when we cannot get the best,

we must be thankful for the better. I find too a great and

growing desire amongst influential politicians to abstain from

all the agitation on both sides which is polemical, and to help

forward the social progress of the people. I think, therefore,

that the formation of a party on principles purely and properly

Protestant, however desirable, is not practicable. Where are

the men to guide and lead ? The Protestantism of England

which would prevail in Parliament is largely nonconformist,

and might rapidly become Cromwellian.

The Chinese question was not the only one before

the country. For some time past the spread of

Eituahsm, or, as it was then generally called, Pusey-

ism, had been making great strides, and bringing

within its influence many of the upper, or more pro-

perly spealdng, the wealthier classes. In various

quarters the Anghcan Church was fast becoming a

Eomish institution. In spite of the bench of bishops,

the Thirty-nine Articles, and the decisions then ruled

by the courts of law, the clergy preached to their

congregations the creed, disguise it and deny it as

tliey might, pure and simple, of the Eoman Catholic

Church. Entering many of the places of worship in

London—St. Paul's, Knightsbridge, was then the chief
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offender—and in certain towns in the country, the

spectator, unless told to the contrary, might have

imagined that he was under the sway of the Vatican.

The ' altar ' was gorgeously draped and lighted ; the

air was rendered heavy and sickly by the fumes of in-

cense ; the consecrated elements were held aloft for

adoration ; confession was openly taught from the

pulpit, and practised in the aisles ; the clergy, not

content with the title of priest, insisted upon the

designation of ' Father '
; banners with strange devices

hung against the walls ; and forms and ceremonies

unknown to the Establishment thirty years ago were

introduced into the services. These things still exist

among us, but they are no longer new, and we have

become accustomed to them ; besides, we have dis-

covered that beyond turning the heads of a few

shop-boys, and pandering to the emotional laziness

of a few sickly women, they are incapable of doing

much harm to society at large. At the present day

we have more to fear from the scepticism induced

by research, than from the superstition induced by

Kitualism.

During the years succeeding the Crimean war, the

tactics of the Eitualist were fraught, however, with

much danger. Peace had given a great stimulus to

the industry of the country, and wealth was rapidly

accumulated ;
gradually the aristocracy was being



150 LIFE or SIR JOSEPH NAPIER

pushed aside t'o make Avay for the new plutocracy.

And now a grand opportunity presented itself to the

ceremonialist. Eitualism is essentially the religion of

the rich, for in Eitualism plutocracy sees itself re-

flected. It is the caricature of an ancient faith, as the

plutocrat is himself the caricature of the aristocrat

;

it is gay and gaudy, and fond of pomp and show, like

the plutocrat, having the ostentation of Eome with-

out its authority ; it is arrogant and self-asserting, its

priests often concealing their social and intellectual

shortcomings under the robes of sacerdotal preten-

sions, as the plutocrat himself attempts to hide his

deficiencies by the display of his wealth and money

power. Shallow, unscrupulous, and miserably effemi-

nate though Eitualism is, every one must admit that

in its earlier days it was proving itself to be an im-

mense force in the country, and one that was daily

extending its power. It stepped in, and filled up a

void in the mind and occupation of women, which,

thanks to the new departure upon which art, litera-

ture, and science have entered, no longer now exists.

Women, like men, have nowadays their professions

and ambitions to engage their minds, Thirty years

ago it was different, and having no lectures to attend,

and debarred by social prejudices from the employ-

ment now freely offered them, women gave to the

Anglican priest what they now give to the professor,
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The young lady whose matrimonial chances were not

yet decided, the disappointed middle-aged woman,

the elderly dame with no domestic cares, all found

their allotted labour—a round of ceremonial obser-

vances and duties occupied all their leisure. What

with attending early celebrations, matins, confessions,

vespers, and midnight services ; attaching herself to

a sisterhood ; visiting a certain class of sick and poor

under strict clerical supervision ; interesting herself

in church decorations, pestering her friends for con-

stant contributions, and distributing little sentimental

works of devotion, mostly plagiarised from Eome, the

hours of the well-to-do woman were fully occupied,

and, thanks to Eitualism, ennui and inactivity were

banished from the boudoir.

During the elections of 1857, the proceedings of

the Ritualists, or, as they were then also called,

Tractarians, became therefore a suloject of frequent

criticism and discussion. The contest was as much

between High Church and Low Church, as it was

between Liberal and Conservative. On tlie one side

the Eitualists were taunted with their innovations and

Italian sympathies, whilst on the other, severe were

the diatribes against the puritanism of the Evan-

gelicals, and especially against Lord Palmerston and

his appointments to the episcopal bench. Hence the

Low Church party were mostly in favour of the
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liberal cause, tlie High Church party being on the

other hand chiefly composed of Tories. Napier was

thus in a peculiar position. As a prominent member

of the National Club, and a staunch Evangelical, his

religious sympathies were with the Low Church

party—on one occasion in the House of Commons

he openly expressed his warm approval of the ap-

pointments to the bench made by Lord Palmerston—
whilst his political sympathies were of course with

the Conservatives.

Unfortunately the ' Eecord ' newspaper had at this

time adopted a most offensive tone towards the leader

of the Tory party, which alienated many of its readers,

who, though Evangelicals first, were Conservatives

afterwards, and among the number was Napier. At

that date the ' Eecord,' owing to a combination of

circumstances which has ceased to exist, exercised an

influence over the fortunes of the Evangelical party

from which it has since been somewhat deposed. In

those days it had no rivals, and was the one acknow-

ledged representative of the Low Church party

throughout the country, exercising a decided autho-

rity over the teaching and activity of the Evangelicals.

It was well edited, well written, and threw itself heart

and soul into the cause of Lord Palmerston, uphold-

ing by many a powerful but acrimonious article his

policy, his patronage, and his influence for good in
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directing the fortunes of the nation. With this course

no party man could find fault. Unfortunately, how-

ever, the ' Eecord ' in its fervent advocacy of Lord

Palmerston went out of its way to bespatter Lord

Derby with the most venomous abuse, to misinterpret

his actions, and to draw the falsest conclusions as to

his policy. He was a Tractarian, a tool of the Bishop

of Oxford, then Samuel Wilberforce, a friend of the

' Eomish ' Mr. Gladstone, and nothing, it said, could

be more mischievous to the country than to reinstate

such a man as Prime Minister.

It was Lord Derby (wrote the ' Record,' Marcli 6, 1857,

on the eve of the general election) who originated the educa-

tion scheme in Ireland which openly ignored the teaching of

the Word of God ; and but for the noble opposition of the

Irish clergy would have given over the whole education of

the Irish people into the hands of the Roman Catholic priest-

hood. It was Lord Derby who was the author of the Irish

Church Temporalities Bill which cut away ten of the Irish

bishoprics. It is Lord Derby who has avowed his sympathy

with the State endowment of the Irish priesthood. It was

Lord Derby who bitterly opposed the Religious Worship Bill,

and impeded to the utmost of his power that most useful

measure which sanctioned the retirement of the Bishops of

London and Durham. Look at his ecclesiastical predilections.

His own patronage has been bestowed in two recent instances

on Tractarians of the first water. He has enjoyed indeed no

opportunity of showing what kind of bishops he will make as

Premier ; but out of nine colonial bishops who were appointed

while he pj-egided over the Colonies, eight were decided Trac-
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tarians. Let it even be supposed that Ms lordship has no

strong opinions of his own, yet he is openly associated with

those who do not conceal that they have such opinions, and we

may depend upon it that if he takes office he will be bound to

act in deference to the ecclesiastical subtleties of the Bishop

of Oxford and the avowed Tractarianism of Mr. Gladstone.

To Napier these exaggerations and malevolent

misconstructions on the part of a newspaper which

posed as the arbiter of Christian truth and conduct

were very offensive. Between the leader of the Con-

servatives and the member for the University of

Dublin the relations that existed were of the most

friendly nature, as thirty years of kindly correspon-

dence fully testify. Napier, therefore, resented,

almost as if it were a personal matter, these frequent

attacks upon his chief, and both wrote and spoke, in

language that left little to the imagination, of the

light in which he then regarded the journal in ques-

tion. He had crossed St. George's Channel to appeal

to his constituents for re-election, and had been

returned at the head of the poll. At first he had

been somewhat nervous as to the result.

The Palmerston mania rages (he writes to Lord Derby,

March 25, 1857, on his arrival at Dublin) ; it will have its

day. The reaction will come, but I cannot say I am very hope-

ful, though I am not desponding aa to its probable accompani-

ments. The University election begins on Monday next.

The Government have set up a candidate who is likely to
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carry a good many votes, but still I believe tliat Hamilton

and myself are not likely to be disturbed. The lying scandals

of the ' Record ' have had their effect upon manj-, and of course

you are regarded by a considerable number as a Tractarian

of a high degree, and that under your regime we might all

be transferred to Rome. However, this has been in some

instances very ably refuted and exposed, and especially by

our leading journal here—the ' Daily Exj^ress.' I find one

statement as to the appointment of colonial bishops, in which

you are accused by the ' Record ' with having appointed eight

Tractarians. Now as I am resolved that my testimony shall

be given openly at the hustings as to what I hold to be your

genuine opinions, I am anxious to know with accuracy how

the matter stands as to any colonial appointments to which

your lordship was privy. I take for granted the statement

is of a piece with the other false accusations of the same un-

scrupulous advocate of Lord Palmerston, but a good blow

given by plain facts might tell with power.

Of these ' lying scandals ' the refutation was

complete. Lord Derby was proved to be no advocate

of godless instruction, as his conduct had plainly tes-

tified during the recent debate upon the connection

between the Church Education Society and the Irish

National Schools, when he had voted in favour of

scriptural teaching and of Irish Protestantism pos-

sessing a share of the educational grant. The Church

Temporalities Bill had not been baneful to the interests

of the Irish Established Church, but on the contrary,

in the opinion of the more distinguished of her clergy,

had been productive of much good. It was true that
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Lord Derby had voted against the Bill sanctioning

the retirement of the Bishops of London and Durham,

but so had many other politicians—Napier among the

number—whose evangelical principles were beyond

question. Then his lordship denied that he was a

Tractarian, or had any sympathy with the teaching

of that school ; he was a Protestant, and perhaps

stauncher in his Protestantism than that idol of the

' Eecord,' Lord Palmerston. Lastly, there was not a

word of truth in the report that, when Colonial Minis-

ter, Lord Derby had raised notorious Tractarians to

the bench; he did not contend that in all cases he

had promoted Low Churchmen, but it did not neces-

sarily follow that because a man was not of the Low

Church party he was to be stigmatised as a Tractarian.

It was, however, shown that in certain of his appoint-

ments to the episcopal bench—that of the Bishop of

Meath, for example—Lord Derby had made a special

point of promoting marked and earnest Evangelicals.

Throughout the contest of the election, the victory

of Napier was never for one moment in doubt. The

very same evening of the day when the final poll was

declared, he communicated the intelligence to Lord

Derby.

Our election (he writes, April 4, 1857) closed to-day,

and we have not merely won but trmmpJied. I have been

placed at the head of the poll [the numbers were Napier, 829
;
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Hamilton, 791] by the largest support ever obtained in the

University, and I might have increased it by at least 200,

had not the Government candidate withdrawn on Thursday,

after exhausting all the voters to be had at the bidding of

the Castle. We then signified to our- country friends not to

incur the trouble and inconvenience of coming up to town to

vote. Mr. Lawson [a Government candidate] has been beaten

by a majority of 557, which was enough to satisfy my appe-

tite and notify the opinion of the constituency unmistakably

upon the Executive Government.

The fact is, it was supposed at head-quarters that the

promotions in the English Church had bewitched the Evan-

gelical party everywhere—that the horror of Puseyism and

the reckless calumnies of the ' Record ' had made all of us

who had been charged with coalition to upset Lord Palmer-

ston's Government, detestable or at least so suspected by the

expectants of patronage and their numerous friends, that we

might be successfully attacked everywhere, and no effort was

spared to make me as odious as possible in the eyes of waver-

ing men. But T thank God the constituency behaved most

honourably, and I think the election has been well worth all

the trouble and expense both to us and to the party to which

it is our privilege to belong.

The opinion of such a constituency so pronounced ought

to carry weight—and I am most happy to find that the

' Record ' has lost much, if not all, its influence, from the

manner in which it has so recklessly traded on the credulity

of the class by which it is especially patronised. We have

had the various topics well discussed from time to time,

so that the true view of things has been disclosed in the

end.

It has been a very great pleasure to me to have had the

opportunity of vindicating your character, and refuting the
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gross calumnies with which it has been assailed. I have

reason to believe that our efforts here have been very success-

ful in this matter.

Not every member was as fortunate as Napier.

Lord Palmerston had rightly interpreted the feelings

of the people. The cause he advocated was one

upon which it has seldom proved a bad ' cry ' to go

to the country. It was said that the flag of England

had been insulted, that the proud name of England

had been dragged through the mire by a set of mise-

rable barbarians, and that Palmerston, the stout

Englishman, the true minister of England, had re-

solved upon avenging the honour of his country and

upon making those who had attempted to tarnish her

fair fame bitterly rue their rashness. If ever there was

a moment when ' Jingoism ' was rampant throughout

the land, it was when the electors of 1857 rallied

round Lord Palmerston upon the Chinese question,

and upheld the Liberal policy. ' There never perhaps,'

writes Lord Palmerston's biographer, ' was a general

election which turned more completely than this one

of 1857 on the personal prestige of a minister and

the national confidence in one man.' The excitement

of the hour militated against the popularity of certain

prominent members of Parliament, for among the

defeated were Cobden and Bright, Milner Gibson and

Cardwell, while Aylesbury rejected Layard. The
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thin and divided ranks of the Peelites also lost several

of their members. On the meeting of the Lower

House it was estimated that 189 new members had

been returned ; that the Conservatives numbered 284,

and that the supporters of the ' firebrand minister,' as

Mr. Disraeli called Lord Palmerston, were reckoned

at 371.

This support was, however, not^ to be long ac-

corded to the popular ' Pam.' The attempted assassi-

nation of the Emperor of the French by an ' infernal

machine,' as he was driving to the opera, by Felix

Orsini and other Itahan refugees, ushered in, through

a combination of unexpected circumstances, the over-

throw of the minister. Upon the investigation of the

matter, it transpired that Orsini and his accomplices

had matured their hateful scheme in England, that

they had for some time been hving in London, and

that the ' infernal machine ' had been manufactured

in Birmingham. It also came out that one Simon

Bernard, a Frenchman, charged with the same

offence as Orsini, had long been living in London, and

was even then quietly permitted to continue his

residence here. When these facts became known, a

cry of the bitterest indignation was raised by France

against the England which repaid the services of the

French alliance in the Crimea by harbouring assassins

and manufacturing articles for the fell purpose of
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putting friendly sovereigns to a cruel and violent

death. This feeling was given expression to by Count

Walewski, the Minister of Foreign Affairs at Paris, who

in a despatch to the Duke de Persigny, the French

ambassador in London, inquired whether England

deemed hospitality due to such miscreants, and ap-

pealed to English loyalty to forbid them the right of

asylum. At the same time addresses poured in upon

the Emperor of the French from his army, which re-

flected in the most offensive terms upon our country

as the place of refuge for all that was base and mon-

strous.

According to our common law, it is a misdemea-

nour for a number of British subjects to conspire

together to excite rebellion among the inhabitants of

a friendly State ; and as an instance of parliamentary

assent to the principle of this doctrine Lord Palmer-

ston introduced his Conspiracy to Murder Bill, which

proposed to make conspiracy to murder a felony

punishable with penal servitude, instead of a mere

misdemeanour punishable by fine and imprisonment.

A long debate ensued upon this alteration of our law,

the principle of the Bill being approved of by both

parties in the House. Napier spoke on this occasion

in favour of the measure. In Ireland, he said, con-

spiracy to murder was punishable by death, and yet

in England by a mere two years' imprisonment. Nor
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were they to be prevented from altering by law the

sneers of pandering to French interference.

Was he to understand (he said, February 9, 1858), that

at a time when so much had been done to increase intercourse

between neighbouring states. Englishmen were to be deterred

from doing that which they believed to be right and just from

a paltry feeling of self-sufficiency, and that because France

asked them to make the law adequate in this, a case in which

it was deeply interested, they were to say, in the face of the

world, ' We shall not do this, though it is just and equitable,

because France asks us ' ? Who could blame the French

people for their attachment to the Emperor under such trying

circumstances ? and yet, because of that attachment were

the English people to say, ' Because this measure would give

protection to the Emperor of the French, and because the

people of France ask it, we will not give it. Justice requires

it, and France asks it, but because she asks it, we will not

give it ' ? It had been said, ' How will England stand before

the smaller states of Europe if this law be passed ?
' In

reply, he would say that England would always stand in a

right position when she had the moral courage to do what

was right. Her motto must be, ' Be just, and fear' not.'

She ought to disregard the petty feeling, which could only

affect weak minds, that she would degrade herself before

Europe by assenting to the wishes of France in this matter,

and doing that which she had too long neglected ; for after

all they had greatly neglected this question of the amend-

ment of the law, and now that their attention was called to

it, the duty should not be disregarded on the miserable plea

that it would be a concession to a foreign power. He had

said that France was deeply interested in this matter ; but

was not England concerned in it as well as France ? Who
M
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could tell what might have been the consequences to all

Europe—what quantity of blood might not have been spilt

—

if the lives of the Emperor and his Consort had been taken

on the occasion of the recent attempt ?

The debate ended in permission being accorded to

Lord Palmerston to introduce his Bill. But novsr an

unexpected change in public opinion occurred. During

the interval between the first and second reading of

the proposed measure, the feeling of the country

against French interference had deepened into a

sullen and mutinous spirit. It was said that the Bill

was a servile comphance with French demands, and

if it were passed at all, should not become law at the

present moment. The Prime Minister was accused of

being the prefet of the Emperor, and of meanly

yielding the independent authority he ought to

exercise as an English minister. Then it was also

asked, why had no answer been returned—for as yet

no reply had been vouchsafed— to the despatch of

Count Walewski ? Were we afraid of him and his

master ? The mood of the nation was clearly

indicated by the House of Commons when the second

reading of the Conspiracy Bill came on. No sooner

had Lord Palmerston sat down, after briefly alluding

to his measure, than Mr. Milner Gibson proposed as

an amendment, that ' this House cannot but regret

that her Majesty's Government, previously to in-
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viting the House to amend the law of conspiracy at

the present time, have not felt it to be their duty

to reply to the important despatch received from the

French Government.'

The opportunity was not lost upon the generalship

of Mr, Disraeli. It was one of those occasions when

a parhamentary genius sees the course that is pre-

cisely to be pursued, adroitly presses its advantage

home, and taking the tide at the flood is borne on to

victory. The political situation had changed. It

was no longer a question between England and

France, but between the House of Commons and

the Prime Minister. What excuse, it was asked,

could the Government offer for not having answered

the Walewski despatch ? That despatch was the

talk of all diplomacy, and still no reply had been

vouchsafed to it. ' It was perfectly inexplicable

to him,' said Mr. Disraeli, ' how the Government

could be guilty of the indiscretion of laying that

unanswered despatch upon the table of the House of

Commons, and of making it the very basis of the

legislation which they now proposed. The question

they now had to decide was solely confined to the

responsibihty which the Government had incurred to

those who represented the people of England in that

House. The whole circumstance of that despatch

was cloaked in inystery, and no explanation had been

m2
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afforded why it had not been answered. The

Government had behaved ha a perplexed, timid, and

confused manner. If ministers had acted with

promptitude and firmness— witli a spirit ready to

assert the dignity of the country, but at the same

time calculated to conciliate the feelings of a faithful

ally—no misconception would have occurred. The

issue before them had been narrowed to a very small

limit. It was a question between Parliament and the

servants of the Crown. Had ministers, or had they

not, done their duty ?
'

On a division the House of Commons decided

that the servants of the Crown had not done their

duty, and Lord Palmerston found himself in a

minority of 19—ayes 215, noes 234. The majority

was a mixed one ; it was composed of 146 Con-

servatives, 84 Liberals, and 4 Peelites—Gladstone,

Graham, Cardwell, and Sidney Herbert. Napier

voted of course with his party. It is a remarkable

circumstance that three Governments in succession

should have been defeated by the same numerical

majority, and two of them on the same day and

month in the year. Lord John Eussell's Government

was beaten February 20, 1852, by a majority of 19
;

Lord Derby's first ministry was defeated December

16 of the same year by a majority of 19 ; and on

February 20, 1858, Lord Palmerston was overthrown
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on bis French policy by the ominous majority of 19

—a conjunction of events unparalleled in political

history. The defeat of the Government took the

country by surprise, for everything seemed to lead to

the supposition that the Palmerston Cabinet was

about to hold a long lease of power. The Prime

Minister, however, bowed to the verdict and tendered

his resignation. It has been said that had he

appealed to the House for a vote of confidence the

opposition would have been defeated, and another

measure more satisfactory to the country than the

Conspiracy to Murder Bill have been introduced

;

this course, however, the Prime Minister declined to

adopt.

Upon the resignation of Lord Palmerston, Lord

Derby was sent for by the Queen, and a Conservative

Government again came into power. The Cabinet

thus formed consisted of Lord Derby as First Lord of

the Treasury ; Lord Chelmsford, Lord Chancellor
;

the Marquis of Salisbury, President of the Council

;

Lord Privy Seal, Lord Hardwicke ; Home Secretary,

Mr. Walpole ; Foreign Secretary, Lord Malmesbury ;

Colonial Secretary, Lord Stanley ; War Secretary,

Mr. Jonathan Peel ; Chancellor of the Exchequer,

Mr. Disraeli ; First Lord of the Admiralty, Sir John

Pakington ; President of the Board of Control, Lord

EUenborough ; President of the Board of Trade, Mr.
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Henley ; and First Commissioner of Works, Lord

John Manners. In Ireland Lord Eglinton was for

the second time Lord-Lieutenant, with Lord JSTaas as

Chief Secretary, James Whiteside, Attorney-General,

and Edmund Hayes, Solicitor-General.

One of the first acts of the new Prime Minister,

after the formation of his Cabinet, was to offer to

Napier, who had proved himself throughout so

staunch and faithful a colleague, the post of Lord

Chancellor of Ireland. The high office was gladly

accepted, though Napier, like most lawyers whose

practice has been almost confined to common law,

was somewhat fearful of having to rule over Chancery

proceedings. As we shall see, his fears were ground-

less, and only characteristic of the diffidence of the

man.

I have just been with Lord Eglinton (he writes to his

wife) ; I am the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. The Queen has

approved of my nomination, and all is now concluded. I

sought it not ; the Lord in His wonderful goodness has heaped

upon me these great honours, so that I feel almost sinking

under the load of favour and honour. I need truly many

many prayers that I may be kept humble and faithful. The

Chancellor's salary is 8,000L, with a pension of 4,000Z., which

is equal to the full pay of a puisne judge. I had a very

kind note from the Lord Justice of Appeal [Mr. Blackburne].

I think he gave sufficient reasons for declining. He assures

me I will be able to do the duty, and he will give me the

most cordial aid. It is now ten years since I entered Parlia-
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ment, and here I am at the very summit of professional ele-

vation. It is indeed the Lord's doing, and may I be the

more desirous to honour Him !

And now for a moment there was a little con-

fusion behind the scenes. Upon the incoming of

Lord Derby it had first been proposed that Mr.

Blackburne, who was then Lord Justice of Appeal,

should be promoted to the Seals, and be sue

ceeded in the vacant post by Napier. Lord Justice

Blackburne was, however, at that time in feeble

health, and considered it advisable to dechne the

promotion, which was thereupon offered and ac-

cepted by Napier. We may remember that when

Huskisson resigned his post in the administration of

the Duke of Wellington, he subsequently wished to

cancel his resignation upon rather shuffling grounds,

a change of opinion which the Duke imperiously and

in very decided language would not permit. Some

such scene now occurred. No sooner had Napier

signified his intention of holding the Seals, and was

even then meditating whether he should buy his

wigs and gown in Dublin or London, than Mr. Black-

burne regretted his former decision and expressed his

willingness to accept promotion as Lord Chancellor.

He opened negotiations through his son both with

Lord Derby and Mr. Napier, but without success.

The Prime Minister refused to reconsider the matter.
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Napier thus tells the story of his appointment to his

wife :

Thank God, all uncertainty is at an end. I am and must

remain Lord Cliancellor of Ireland. After my appointment

was made, but before it was supposed in Dublin to be finally

concluded, Mr. Blackburne repented, sent his son here to offer

his unconditional acceptance of the Chancellorship. Lord

Eglinton sent for me this morning. I told him, ' Whatever

course is for the public good and the interests of the Conser-

vative party I agree to. If you and Lord Derby tell me what

you think I ought to do, my honour and character are safe

in your hands.' So he went to Lord Derby, told him what

E. B. [the son of Mr. Blackburne] had stated, and what I

had said. Lord Derby's answer was :
' It is now too late. I

offered Mr. Blackburne the office in the handsomest manner

:

he refused it. I gave it to Mr. Napier, and the Queen has

signified her approval. He is Chancellor, and Chancellor he

must remain.' Lord Eglinton told the reply to E. B., and

added that nothing could be more handsome or more honour-

able than the way in which I had acted throughout. ... I

am now in spite of myself on the top of professional elevation.

May God keep me, and guide me, and overrule all for good

!

Upon the elevation of Napier to this high post,

numerous "were the letters of congratulation that he

received. From the correspondence preserved by

this gifted man, it is plainly visible that all who

had relations with him, whether official or social,

were much impressed by the fine qualities he possessed,

and even when opposed to his opinions, entertained a

strong liking for the man as an individual. In the



LORD CHANCELLOR 169

House of Commons his name was never alluded to

but with the regard which his abilities and virtues

justly commanded. Though always basing his ad-

vocacy of, or hostility to, a measure upon the instruc-

tions laid down by revealed religion, he was never ac-

cused of cant, or derided by the easy and ready sneer.

His sincerity, his earnestness in the cause he consis-

tently upheld, the purity and single-mindedness of his

principles, his straightforward conduct, were never

called in. question even by the most mundane and

malevolent. He was liked by almost every one whom
he met, whilst the few whose sympathies were averse to

him ever held his name in high respect and conside-

ration. Among his troops of personal friends, many

of them of high birth and distinction, he was looked

upon more with affection than with the colder feelings

which generally inspire friendship. His powers of

conversation, the lucidity of his judgment, his culture,

his grasp of all subjects that came within his ken

—

these pleasantly relieved by humour, geniahty, and a

fashion of thought and action which quickly dispelled

all shyness and stiffness, made him ever welcome

in the best society of Dublin and London. It was,

therefore, only to be expected that when he was

raised to the highest seat upon the Irish judicial bench,

he should at once become the recipient of congratu-

lations from all quarters.
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My appointment (he writes to his wife a few days later)

has been haUed with acclamation. Lord Granville praised it in

the House of Lords, and I am overwhelmed with congratula-

tions from all parties. . . . Lord Eoden is so delighted. He
has sent in his adhesion to Lord Derby, and referred specially

to the appointment of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland as so

satisfactory to the best friends of Ireland that he would be a

general supporter of the Government.

Among the letters of congratulation received by

Napier on the occasion of his appointment to the Seals

of Ireland, the following may serve as specimens :

Park Street : March 1, 1858.

My dear Sir,—I was unfeignedly rejoiced to see in the

newspaper of this momLng a notice that you were to succeed

to the great office of Lord Chancellor of Ireland. I sincerely

congratulate you that after so many chances and changes in

the political world, you have at last obtained a promotion

worthy of your high talents and acquirements. I heartily

wish you health and strength to discharge properly its im-

portant duties, which I am sure you will do if those inestim-

able boons are granted to you.

Believe me, my dear Sir,

Yours most sincerely,

Wensleydale.

Sir Frederick Thesiger, who had been raised to

the Woolsack a few days before the promotion of

Napier, by the title of Lord Chelmsford, thus writes

to one with whom he had often been engaged as

counsel

:
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Eaton Square : March 2, 1858.

My dear Lord Chancellor,—I cannot tell you witK what

satisfaction I hail you by this post. Every one will admit

that you have won your way to the high eminence on which

you stand by a course of eminent ability and of unsullied

purity. The high admiration which I have always entertained

for your character, and the personal esteem which so early

ripened into friendship between us, has made this event an

occasion of heartfelt rejoicing to me. But I look still higher

than these considerations. Our noble common profession has

been exposed to imminent danger, and especially in Ireland,

by the raising of unworthy persons to high stations in it ; I

rejoice to think that, for a time at least, your elevation will

have given us the security of having in the very highest posi-

tion one who values and will protect high and sacred things,

who will discountenance all improper and unworthy conduct,

who, with a benevolence of disposition and a charity of spirit

which checks all intolerance and bigotry, will yet firmly

maintain the Protestant institutions of our country, and will

be a burning and a shining light to cheer and to guide all good

men in the path of duty. Let us jointly offer up our prayers

for each other that we may be strengthened for our high duty

by that adorable Being without whom nothing is strong,

nothing is holy.

Believe me, my dear Lord Chancellor,

Ever yours most sincerely,

Chelmsford.

The following was from his old master, Mr. Justice

Patteson :

Feniton Court, Honiton : March 2, 1858.

My dear Napier,—I need not say that I heartily rejoice

at your appointment to the Seals in Ireland. From the time



172 LIFE OF SIR JOSEPH NAPIER

that you presented yourself to me in the Temple, 1 always

expected that you would be a distinguished man in our pro-

fession, and you have more than answered the expectation, for

you have been and are distinguished most highly, not only

as a lawyer but also as a legislator. I feel quite sure of your

performing the duties of your high ofSce not only honourably to

yourself but most beneficially to the country, and I sincerely

wish you long enjoyment of the office and all health and happi-

ness. Much as I should like to see you here and show this part

of the country to Mrs. Napier and your children, I should be

sorry to purchase that gratification by your having leisure by

being out of office. I am proud of my pupil room, with a Lord

Chancellor of Ireland and three English judges—Williams,

Crompton, and Watson—besides other considerable lawyers.

With regards to Mrs. Napier,

Believe me ever to be,

Yours affectionately,

J. Patteson.

The Lord Primate of Ireland, with whom Napier

had been in constant communication as to questions

touching the Irish Church, thus addresses him

:

Armagh : March i, 1858.

My dear Lord Chancellor,—I sincerely congratulate you

on attaining the highest rank in your profession, and I ear-

nestly hope that you will be enabled by the manner in which

you discharge its onerous duties to do credit to the Govern-

ment which selected you to fill this situation. It has been on

many trying occasions a great advantage to the Irish branch

of the Church to have had your advice and advocacy in Par-

liament; and I know that its interests will always be jealously

watched over by you so far as they may come under your
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guardianship in the new sphere now opened to you. There

are many occasions, as I know by experience, on which the

disinterested advice of a person in the position of Lord Chan-

cellor can be of important service to such an institution as

that of the Church establishment of the country, and my ex-

perience also assures me that you will not be wanting when

opportunities of this kind offer themselves to your notice.

I remain, my dear Lord Chancellor,

Yours faithfully,

John G. Armagh.

The following was from Lord Clancarty, an old

friend of the Chancellor :

Garbally : March 9, 1858.

My dear Napier,—I cannot forego the pleasure of con-

gratulating you upon your well merited promotion to the

highest office in your profession. Public opinion has ratified

an appointment to which professional eminence entitled you,

but from which, or indeed from any professional advancement,

both you and every lawyer not patronised by Rome were

altogether debarred under the policy of Lord Palmerston's

Government in Ireland. His overthrow in the midst appa-

rently of a buoyant popularity was as providential as it was

sudden and complete ; still less expected was the advent

of the present administration to power. Generally speaking,

right views appear to predominate in the public mind in

reference to both foreign and domestic policy, and a desire

for national improvement is combined with a wholesome

jealousy regarding the moral character of public men. Let

me hope that a period seemingly so propitious for poor Ire-

land's interests may not pass away without its influence upon

her destinies, especially in the removal you have so often

advocated of the obstacles that at present exist to a sound
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education for the poor of Ireland. The ignorant and debased

condition of the poorer classes too truly exhibits the tendency

of the education policy that has so long been persevered in. The

forms of inquiry, however, have now been gone through, and

the opinions of statesmen now in power have been pronounced

that a change is necessary. To delay it would be damaging to

the character and prospects of the Government, no less than

unjust to the people of Ireland. Your influence I am sure

will not be wanting to procure the earliest attention to this

very important subject. Pardon my having said so much

upon it, I find it has taken up the most part of my letter,

though I sat down only with the intention of offering my most

cordial congratulations, which I beg to extend with my best

regards also to Mrs. Napier.

Believe me.

Very sincerely yours,

CLANCARTy.

Among these letters ot congratulation was one

which he valued the most highly of all. The clergy

of the Church of Ireland had presented Napier with

the following address, at the same time accompanying

the compliment with the gift of a large and most

handsomely bound Bible, valued at eighty pounds.

The address, to which three hundred signatures were

attached, was thus worded :

To the Bight Honourable Joseph Napier, Lord High

Chancellor of Ireland.

We the undersigned clergymen of the Church in Ireland

beg leave, at the close of your career as member for the
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University of Dublin, to express our grateful sense of j-our

distinguished services and our warm congratulations on your

merited elevation to the office of Lord High Chancellor of

Ireland.

As the friend and counsellor of the Irish clergy you have

won our esteem and gratitude, and we look back with honest

pride upon your course as the representative of our beloved

University. Your diligent attendance on parliamentary duty,

at great personal sacrifice, the position you attained in the

deliberations of the House of Commons, the influence you

exercised upon the tone and character of the debates, the

zeal you manifested in the advancement of education in all

its branches—religious, secular, legal, and medical—and the

generous sympathy you evinced in every worthy object, have

raised in the eyes of all men the character not only of the

University, but of the representation of Ireland in Parliament.

Your able defence of the interests of our national Church

—

your zealous vindication of her faith and doctrine, and your

constant consistent conduct in the maintenance of principle,

afforded a standard of senatorial duty for which, as ministers

of religion, we feel thankful to Almighty God. Praying that

the divine blessing may always attend you in the discharge

of the exalted duties to which you have been providentially

called.

We remain, your faithful and attached friends.

[Here followed the signatures of the Clergy.]

As soon as the long vacation had ushered in its

welcome leisure, Napier quitted Dubhn for the sea-

side. He passed the heat of the summer at Bray, a
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place to which he was much attached, having been

one of his favourite haunts since the days of his boy-

hood. There was a rumour that Mr. Disraeli intended

to cross St. George's Channel and pay Ireland a visit

late in the autumn. Napier sent him the following

invitation

:

Old CoDnaught, Bray

:

Aug. 6, 1858.

My dear Chancellor,—We have heard that you meditate

a descent upon Ireland in the vacation, and I write to say

how happy Mrs. Napier and myself would be to have you here

for whatever time you might find it convenient to stay.

Should Mrs. Disraeli accompany you, Mrs. Napier desires me

to say she will most gladly welcome her to our home.

I am here in the mansion formerly occupied by my
illustrious predecessor Lord Plunket. I finished my sittings

yesterday with the exception of a special sitting for Friday.

I have cleared off all the arrears left by my predecessor, all

my own business and all the appeals, so I can enjoy vacation

with a clear conscience.

Ireland has improved wonderfully, and I think our policy

of moderation and firmness, with a conciliatory spirit and a

desire to act impartially, must be of the greatest value to all

classes, and I believe it is generally so appreciated.

I have to congratulate you most sincerely on the distin-

guished ability with which you have led the troops this

session, and with many happy recollections ofmy parliamentary

labours on the same benches with yourself,

I am, dear Chancellor of the Exchequer,

Yours ever sincerely,

J. Napier.
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Tlie rumour was, however, but a rumour, for the

reported visit of Mr. Disraeh to Ireland was never

made out.

It was during his tenure of the ofBce of Chancel-

lor that Napier was elected President of the Jurispru-

dence section of the Association for Social Science.

The meeting of the association was held in Liverpool,

but owing to his judicial duties Napier was unable to

attend its deliberations. He, however, wrote the ad-

dress, which was read by Lord John Eussell. This

address, owing to the collapse of the association,

cannot now be obtained, and since it contains much

valuable matter and is pregnant with suggestions

many of which have since been acted upon, no apology

is needed for placing extracts from it before the reader

interested in the life and work of Joseph JSTapier. The

subject was ' On Jurisprudence and Amendment of

the Law.'

In proceeding to open tlie section of jurisprudence Che

began) I have gratefully to acknowledge the honour con-

ferred upon me by the council in selecting me to be the pre-

sident of this, the first department of social science. The

place which has been assigned to jurisprudence cannot but

magnify my office ; it assuredly furnishes a conclusive and

crowning testimony in favour of a separate and responsible

department of administration for the affairs of public justice.

You are aware of the address to her Majesty the Queen,

which, by the judicious and efficient support I received from
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the noble lord the president of this association [Lord John

Eussell], was carried in 1857 by aunanimous resolution of the

House of Commons and to which a very favourable reply was

promptly returned to the House, a reply most gracious and truly

responsive ; but there the movement ceased. Lord Bacon has

wisely observed that ' propositions have wings, but operation

and execution have leaden feet.' We must melt them if they

will not move. The same great authority has said that ' the

establishing of good laws makes a whole nation to be a well

ordered college or foundation.' It is therefore a matter of

great public consequence that our laws should be kept in

harmony with the progressive spirit of this free nation ; they

ought to bear the impress of the age in which we live, and be

truly worthy of the public justice of a wise and understanding

people. The progress of a people in the great onward move-

ment of humanity might be supposed to lead to the reduction

rather than to the increase of their laws; it might be

expected that men would be constrained by laws written in

their minds and hearts, so as to dispense with many positive

commands and prohibitions. This is relatively true. But,

on the other hand, the conventional arrangements of a grow-

ing civilisation call for the frequent interference of authority,

and in meeting the demands of new combinations of society,

and in adapting the ancient laws to the growing wants of an

inventive age, a great work is to be done in the department

of jurisprudence—a work worthy of being well and wisely

done ; not, therefore, to be done at any time under sudden

pressure or impulse, for then it may be ill-considered and

improvident—nor even to be done in the niggard spirit of a

stingy concession, for then it may rather minister to discon-

tent than to social improvement. It must be done generously,

efiSciently, and responsibly.

The present chaotic condition of our laws I must, at the
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outset, say is a grave reproach to so great a nation. Tn

saying this, I do not mean to suggest that we have not

good laws ; on the contrary I am satisfied that we have

many which are not unworthy of their connection with that

universal law so beautifully described by Hooker, ' Her seat

is in the bosom of God, her voice the harmony of the

world.' And let me say further, and I say it with a thankful

and a hopeful spirit, that in the last thirty years much, very

much, has been done in the great work of law amendment

;

in the repeal of obsolete and apocryphal enactments; the

improvement of judicial procedure, both by increasing the

speed and reducing the cost of obtaining justice ; in the

establishment of local courts, and the awakening of public

attention to the gradual improvement of our entire system

of jurisprudence. Much of this has been brought about by

the energy of those master spirits (I speak both of the living

and the dead), not ministers, but high-priests of justice

;

men who, in the good providence of God, have been raised

up from time to time, and have imparted living power,

and loftier views, and clearer intelligence to public opinion
;

to that which, in the end, must test and discriminate and

separate the true from the false, reject what is unsuited for

immediate use, but absorb what is in keeping with the

' sensus communis,' what nourishes the real life and accords

with the inherent laws which govern the progressive develop-

ment of society. Of these master spirits, one is here among

us, Henry, Lord Brougham ; and if I say of him in this

place what I have said of him in the House of Commons, it

is because this is stereotyped in the deep conviction of my
heart; he has sped his eagle flight against the dazzling

blaze of science with an eye that never winks, a wing that

never tires— an eye not dim, nor his natural force abated

;

with all the triumphs of his long and useful life, in which he

N 2
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has won so many battles in the cause of jurisprudence, we

have him now, with the unabated energy of youth and the

matured experience of age, helping forward the work of this

great national association.

Praesenti tibi matures largimur honores.

Napier then proceeded to pass in review the

improvements that had of late years taken place in

the administration of the laws regarding the sale of

land and the practice of bankruptcy. He thus con-

tinued, introducing matters which, as the reader of

this biography will perceive, had more than once

engaged his attention as a member of the House of

Commons :

I come now (he said) to a subject in which I have for

some time felt a great interest, the consolidation and amend-

ment of our criminal law. Commission after commission has

reported, Select Committees have inquired, a code has been

digested, Bills have been proposed—a succession of dissolving

views before Parliament and the country. But I am bound

in common justice to say that much has thus been done in

preparing and providing, in separating and classifying, most

valuable and available materials, which are now ready for the

builder's use. A great work had been done- by the late Sir

Robert Peel in reducing to order and system the chaos of

criminal law. His Acts for England were followed up by

corresponding Acts for Ireland, with very few variations

;

and the criminal statutes of a later period are generally

imperial. It is of the very highest policy to assimilate the

law of England and Ireland to the utmost practicable extent

;

and as the legal scavenger and the rubbish-cart must be
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freely emploj^ed in cleansing and clearing the statute-book,

for Ireland as for England, it is not too much to expect that

any plan of consolidation and amendment which Parliament

may adopt and the country may sanction, will remove all

the rubbish, and make use of the best materials which can be

selected from the statutes of either country, in order to con-

struct an imperial code for the common benefit of both. In

thus dealing at this time with the reconstruction of the code

of criminal law, we may test the practicability of further

assimilation. It may become a question for Parliament to

decide, by resolution or otherwise, authoritatively, in what

form the work should be done to render it finally acceptable.

Some earnestly contend for repeating in the new law the very

words of the old enactments, with all the jargon of the Old

Bailey. Others more rationally suggest that a new code should

be framed in the most exact but plain language, what was

doubtful should be made clear, what was defective should be

supplied, and for this purpose we should turn to account

authentic judicial decisions. In a word, that we should avail

ourselves of all the light and all the information within our

power to command, and use our best efibrts to make the law

consistent with the present state of opinion, and to have it

expressed with grammatical accuracy, and as a model for the

consolidation and amendment of the entire of our statute law.

I must say I am entirely of this opinion, and am prepared to

defend and to enforce it whenever called upon to do so.

It is high time to be delivered from the bondage of such

mischievous, because unjust, classification of crime as felony

and misdemeanour, and all the kindred verbiage. Why
should we have the most important differences in the procedure

for the trial of a felony which is in substance a misdemeanour,

and of a misdemeanour which is in substance a felony,

if by these terms we designate the essence of the crime ?
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And if we do not, why is tlie obsolerte and unjust dis-

tinction to be perpetuated ? Instead of these, let us have

a sound and rational classification of punishments ; and here

we are required to make up our minds upon a very solemn

question which now awaits decision, whether we are to retain

on the statute-book, as a punishment of any crime under the

degree of treason, by which human life is not murderously

taken away, whether we are to continue in this class of cases

the punishment of death ? I cannot touch upon this topic

without a feeling of deep thankfulness to God that so much

of our law that was once written in blood is in the course of

being gradually replaced by a humane reformatory system.

There is, perhaps, no point of comparison between the past

and the present more interesting to those who mark with

gladness the progress of society than the change in the moral

sense, the public conscience, in reference to the punishment

of death. The sacredness of hiiman life is of the essence of

religious truth. The unnecessary retention of the punishment

of death for any one class of crime is not only a foul stain

upon the statute-.book, it is, constructively at least, a capital

offence in the Legislature itself. There may be—I believe

there is—a voice within, which in the case of a clear convic-

tion for wilful murder ratifies the sentence of the law, and

recognises expiation in the capital punishment. But where

life has not been taken, where the intent has been frustrated

by providential interference, it is an intimation to us that

human justice is to be so far moderated by an overruling

Providence, and we should follow the merciful suggestion.

I believe that such a view, if adopted in our law, would be

consistent with the profound convictions of the wisest and

best of our people, conducive to public morality, and expres-

sive of the attainment of another stage in the march of civilir

aation.
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If, then, this question of classifying punishment were

decided, and the appropriate class allocated to each specified

crime, and if the work of consolidation and amendment should

embody the conclusions of Parliament on the classification of

crime and punishment, and the new law be framed after the

manner I have already suggested, I do not believe that the

apprehension would be realised which some entertain, that

the controversy on the new phraseology would in effect defeat

the project. I think this is a libel on the Legislature, and I

would add, that if this limited project could not be thus com-

pleted, I should altogether despair of any general assimilation

of the law of England and Ireland, and of any amendment of

the statute law of either country that would satisfy public

expectation, or be in any sense worthy of the occasion. But

I am not disposed to take a desponding view of a work which

has become national. We have had of late years a very

great improvement wisely though tardily effected in the

procedure of the superior courts of law and equity. It is

doubtless easier and safer to remodel the remedies which a

system of laws admits than to interfere with the rights which

it confers. This species of reform comes into speedy and

general operation without disturbance or confusion. It ia

about fifteen years ago, when I was engaged in arguing a

case at the bar of the House of Lords, and in speaking of a

decision of a very eminent lawyer, then Lord Chancellor of

Ireland, I said it was made in the hurry of the Court of

Chancery. Lord Brougham replied, 'We never talk of the

speed of a broad-wheeled waggon.' At present, how great is

the change which has been wrought ! Properties which,

under the old system, must have been devoured by the delay

and the expense of a cumbrous, stall-fed system, may now

be administered without any unreasonable delay and at a

moderate cost, and it is well that this most beneficial change
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has been set on foot. It is not as yet matured as I conld

wish it to be, for I confess I heartily desire to see the High

Court of Chancery worthy of being regarded as the inner

shrine of the sacred temple of public justice, and not the

byword for costly, vexatious, and ruinous litigation. The

blind idolatry of technical procedure, the false worship of our

superior courts, roused that impatient and indignant zeal

which smashed the ancient tables of the law, but this has

ended in the destruction of the idols and the renovation of our

judicial system.

We are at present dealing in each country with an im-

proved but distinct system of procedure. That such a distinc-

tion should be permanent cannot be rationally contended. I

look forward, therefore, with hope that at an early day we may

frankly compare notes and construct one system in which we

may henceforward have a common interest, and which I

trust may soon be watched over by a department common

to both countries. Much has been done, much is under con-

sideration, but the work is great, and we must not expect to

be able to sow with one hand and reap with the other. There

is one department [said Napier, alluding to a subject which

still engages the attention of law reformers] which, of itself,

might well claim the undivided attention of the most diligent

and thoughtful, I mean the lunacy and minor department

of the Court of Chancery. Whether any man should be

allowed to have a private asylum for making money by the

custody and maintenance of lunatics, where, generally speak-

ing, his interest is not on the side of duty ; where the

continuance, not the cure, of the afflicted and helpless being

under his charge, is for his pecuniary profit ; where inspection

cannot sufficiently secure the parental care which the State

owes to those who cannot be intrusted with their personal

liberty ; where the withdrawal of a licence may rebuke the
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offender, but cannot provide a remedy for the unhappy

victims of the offence ; whether it is not the responsible duty

of the State to interpose its authority where private interest

is not only inefficient but adverse ; and whether in every

case where personal liberty is interfered with there should

not be the means for promptly bringing the matter under the

notice of responsible authority, and making adequate provision

for future custody and treatment (if necessary) in a public

institution ; these are grave questions—well worthy of the

deliberate attention of this association.

After a few remarks upon a subject that lie had

always advocated, the necessity of a special and

fitting education for the young man called to the

bar, Napier thus concluded :

—

It is not, then, without reason that jurisprudence has

been placed at the head of the sections of this association.

Why should not it also have a separate and principal depart-

ment of administration ? How otherwise can we collect, and

record, and make timely use of the practical suggestions

which come from those who are engaged in working the

laws ? How can we bring public opinion steadily to bear on

judicial procedure without regular j udicial statistics? How
is our code of judicial decisions to be maintained as part of a

binding system of law, if these decisions be not authenticated,

reported by responsible officers, and published under respon-

sible authority ? The suit between A. B. and 0. D. involves

a decision in which the public is a party deeply interested.

But there is no public provision made for an authentic report

of such a decision, or that it should be dealt with otherwise

than as the private litigant, the casual, perhaps incompetent
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reporter, or the speculating publisher may secure. If there

were a department of council with the Chancellor at its head,

and under this a Secretary of the Affairs of Justice, with a

seat in the House of Commons, and a staff sufficient to enable

this department to supervise the administration of public

justice in the United Kingdom, with a view to the amend-

ment of the law and the exigencies of public justice, there

would be, to use the words of the late Lord Langdale, a very

busy and most valuable department. And if the Legislature

might require the occasional assistance of such a department

in aid of current legislation, it might be given without in

any degree interfering with the constitutional freedom and

accustomed privilege of any member of either House of

Parliament. Nor is there a session in which examples of

imperfect or erroneous enactments could not be found to

prove the need of some such protector of the public, who

suffer frequent injustice under the present system,

I am not disposed to indulge in any visionary expectation

of a perfect system of laws, or that we can by any contrivance

secure absolute purity of administration. ' Human institu-

tions,' says South, ' cannot wholly be constructed on principles

of science, which is proper to immutable objects. In the

government of the visible world the Supreme Wisdom itself

submits to be the Author of the better, not of the best, but

of the best possible in the subsisting relations. Much more

must all human legislators give way to many evils rather

than encourage the discontent that would lead to worse

remedies.' But the use of timely remedies is a standing duty.

The continued neglect of functional irregularity leads to

chronic disease and organic disorder. AH analogy and all

experience, from the pruning of the tree to the repair of the

building, teach us that the conservative spirit is necessarily

remedial, and that the demands of time cannot safely be
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postponed. ' Time,' says Sir Matthew Hale, ' is the wisest

thing under heaven. He that thinks that a State can be

exactly steered by the same laws in every kind as it was two

hundred or three hundred years since may as well imagine

that the clothes that fitted him when he was a child should

serve him when he was grown up as a man. The matter

changeth the custom, the contracts, the commerce ; the dis-

positions, education, and tempers of men and societies change

in a long tract of time ; and so must their laws in some

measure be changed, or they will not be useful for their state

and condition.' The living law must not be left to perish in

the arms of the dead. Law is a rule of present obligation,

and the statute-book should therefore be cleared of all that

is not now proper to bind the free citizens of this generation.

Some laws have been but the scaifolding of our social system

;

the removal of such cannot weaken the foundation or shake

the superstructure. Others have lost the sanction of public

opinion, and a law which cannot be enforced without offending

public feeling ought not to be retained. Again, there are

laws which are now happily superseded by the improved in-

telligence and moral convictions of society ; laws which may,

perhaps, have aggravated the evils which they were called on

to remove, for these could only yield to higher influences.

Moral evils properly require moral remedies. Thus is there

a great work of reconstruction, in which we are called upon

to proceed as wise master-builders, with the caution of men

who profess to honour jurisprudence as the chief department

of social science. Ignorance or empiricism, with rude or

unskilled hand, might level in an hour the work of a century
;

but we seek for sound experience, the test of free discussion,

the approval of practical wisdom. It is in this spirit, thus

led by the hand, with an honest desire of keeping pace with

the progress of enlightened opinion, that I have advocated,
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and still advise, the formation of a department of jurisprudence

like tliat of education.

Learn to be just, just through impartial law,

Far as ye may, erect and equalise
;

And what ye cannot reach by statutes, draw

Each from his fountain of self-sacrifice.

This is the work of social science, a work eminently Christian.

The Divine Founder of our pure and practical religion, the

greatest yet the lowliest of beings, was the gentlest and the

kindest and the best, and they who would follow Him need

.

not turn from the path which leads to the social welfare of

others, nor reject the agencies which we here seek to in-

vigorate and improve. This co-operation in duty may help

to soften the severity, to subdae the pride of opinion, and

nourish the spirit which should ever urge us to love our

neighbour as ourself. In this season of prosperity, in this

time of peace, how thankful am I to have the privilege of

uniting with the elevated peer, the enlightened commoner,

the sagacious statesman, and the thoughtful scholar, upon

common ground for the common weal, under the blessing of

God publicly and solemnly invoked.
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CHAPTER VI.

LEISUKE.

Silken rest

Tie all my cares up.

—

Bbattmont and Fletchee,

Four Plays in One, sc. 3.

Absence of occupation is not rest.

CowPEE, Retirement.

Upon the fall of the Government of Lord Derby in

the June of 1859, owing to the failure of its promised

measure of reform, and the direction of its foreign

policy, which, it was said, unduly favoured Austria,

Napier once more, after a brief reign of power, was

out of office. He resigned the Seals, but as a proof

of the estimation in which his judicial ability was

held, an attempt was shortly afterwards made to

transfer him from Dublin to London. With the full

approval of Lord Palmerston, who was again Prime

Minister, and of Lord Campbell, then Lord Chancellor

of Great Britain, Napier was requested to consent to

have his name placed on the Judicial Committee of the

Privy Council. No sooner had he assented to this very

flattering offer when it was unexpectedly discovered
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that the Act of Parliament under which the Judicial

Committee was constituted had not provided for the

admission of ex-judges of Ireland or Scotland, confin-

ing the privilege only to those of England. Napier

thereupon had to accept the will for the deed, and

bear his disappointment with all the resignation he

could summon.

Lord Campbell wrote to him as follows :

—

Stratheden House, June 28, 1860.

My dear ex-Ohancellor,—I am sorry to say that unfore-

seen difficulties have arisen in accomplishing the wish to

introduce you into the Judicial Oommittee. I need not say,

that these do not arise from any doubt in any quarter of your

high qualifications. Cum talis sis utinam noster esses ! But

an obstacle presents itself which had not been attended to

when the proposal was first considered, that according to the

existing law the Crown has no power to make such an ap-

pointment; and there is great reluctance to interfere by

legislation with the constitution of this tribunal. If one

change were to be made there are various others which have

been suggested and would be pressed in Parliament ; and as

the business before the Judicial Committee continues to be

done in a manner very satisfactory to the public, the safer

course seems to be not at present in any degree to tamper

with it.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

Campbell.
The Right Honourable Joseph Napier.

Nor was this the only testimonial to the great
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talents Napier had displayed during liis brief tenure

of office upon the bench. Shortly after his surrender

of the Seals, Lord Justice Blackburne wrote to him

congratulating him in the highest terms upon the

marked ability he had displayed in the performance

of his duties as Chancellor in the Court of Ajjpeal.

From his old and valued friend Lord Eglinton he

received the following letter :

Viceregal Lodge, July 1, 1859.

My dear Sir,—I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you

to-morrow and expressing to you how entirely I reciprocate

your feelings on the termination of our official connection.

I think I am justified in saying that no two people could

have pulled together with more perfect harmony than our-

selves, and I have to thank you not only for the valuable

assistance which your talents and experience enabled you to

give me, but for the private confidence and total absence of

formality and red-tapeism with which you have treated me.

I trust that though our official association is at an end our

private friendship will remain during our lives, and you must

also allow me to express my hope that your retirement from

public life is only temporary.

Believe me,

Very truly yours,

Eglinton and Winton.

Eight Honourable J. Napier.

The judgments of Napier during the period of his

holding the Seals will be found in volumes eight and

nine of the Irish Chancery Eeports. A selection
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from his decisions has also been published in one

volume by a warm friend and admirer, Mr. W. B.

Drury, dedicated to Napier's old master Mr. Justice

Patteson. ' There will be found in this volume,'

writes Mr. Drury in his preface, ' carefully considered

decisions of the Lord Chancellor on questions of

trust, fraud, the Statute of Limitations, and other

general heads of equity. Most of the judgments

have been written—all have been revised by his own

hand.'

In the last case heard by Napier—it was the case

of "Walker v. Taylor, and heard on June 16, 1859

—

the Lord Chancellor having dehvered judgment, thus

concluded—' And here, for the present, I close the

book, the great volume of Equity. To have been

enrolled as a commentator—associated with the wise,

the learned, and the good

—

The noble living and the noble dead,

might more than satisfy the highest professional

ambition. I have enjoyed, moreover, while here

presiding, what to me at least has been a source of

unmixed gratification—the household happiness may

I call it ?—for which I am mainly indebted to the

kindness of my brethren of the bar and the unceasino-

attention of the officers of the court. To both I am
grateful. For all, I am deeply thankful to God.'
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The work wlien published was presented to

several persons of distinction.

I have just received (writes Mr. Justice Patteson to the

editor, April 30, 1860) your volume of Cases before the Lord

Chancellor Napier, and am very much obliged to you for it.

I shall read them with great interest, and am proud to have

my name associated by the dedication with so eminent a man

in so kind a manner.

To Mr. Drury Lord Cranworth also thus wrote

(April 23)

:

I have to thank you for a copy of your volume of Cases

decided in the time of Lord Chancellor Napier which has

just reached me. The high legal attainments of the late Lord

Chancellor afford an ample guarantee that this work will be

one of great usefulness, and the profession and the public

are much indebted to you for having made the collection.

In acknowledging the gift Lord Chelmsford at

the same time took the opportunity of expressing his

regret that JSTapier was still idle.

Your letter (he writes to him, April 25), with the accom-

panying volume of your decisions, ought to have been acknow-

ledged before, and would have been if I had not been very

busy and unable to find a leisure moment. I have one

advantage over you in our common non-official existence, that

I have still some occupation and that not of an unpleasant

character. The appeals in the House of Lords and attend-

ance in the Privy Council are almost play-work after the

labour first of the bar and then of the Great Seal. But I
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hope tlie day is not far distant when you may be summoned

into active life again ; for of your short career on the Irish

woolsack I have heard all sorts ofcommendation, and it is to be

regretted that your services to your country while the vigour

of your intellect continues should be suspended even for a

day. I am perfectly contented with my present condition,

but I should like to see you again where you ought to be.

I am very much obliged to you (writes Lord Wensleydale

to Napier) for your kindness in sending me the book of Cases

temp. Napier, from which I have no doubt we shall obtain as

much profit as from any single volume of reports that is to be

found anywhere, knowing the comprehensive and accurate

knowledge and power of elucidation possessed by the eminent

judge whose decisions are reported.

One more letter closes this list of congratulations.

Pew things (writes Sir John Eomilly, then Master of the

Eolls and afterwards Lord Romilly, May 24) have given me
more pleasure than the volume you have sent to me and the

note accompanying it. I accept it as a most grateful remem-

brance of the time when we used to see much more of each

other than has been possible of late years, and when though

we were frequently opposed to each other, every circumstance

that occurred increased my estimation of your great knowledge

and abilities and my great regard for yourself personally.

Laudari a laudato is an acknowledged test.

Shortly after the overthrow of the Conservative

party the ex-Chancellor, as a pleasant relief from his

past judicial labours, travelled on the Continent,

spending the autumn and winter months of 1 860 and
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the earlier part of 1861 in the Tyrol and Italy. He

revelled in the change and keenly enjoyed for a time

the beauties of the scenery unfolded before his gaze,

as his letters home amply testify. Italy at that date,

thanks to the interested aid of France and the policy

of Count Cavour, was seeking to shake off the hated

despotism of Austria and the vicious rule of the tem-

poral power, and to transform herself from ' a geo-

graphical expression ' into a free and united kingdom.

With her struggles for emancipation Napier keenly

sympathised. He disapproved of the course Lord

John Eussell had adopted in addressing a despatch

to Sir James Hudson, our minister at Turin, strongly

deprecating any attack by Sardinia upon Venetia, as

such aggression, wrote the Foreign Secretary, might

affect our interests in the Adriatic. Napier pre-

ferred the policy of the Conservative party, which

aimed at settling the Italian question on the basis of

the treaty of Villafranca.

I have been endeavouring (he writes home) to understand

the realities of Italy, politically and religiously, so as to judge

of its future ; but I have not made up my judgment, nor will

I until I visit Turin and have had a good conference with Sir

James Hudson. At present I am well satisfied with the

policy of our Derby Cabinet, which I think was wise and

sound.

He again alludes to the subject in another letter.
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I met Lever [then Consul at Spezzia], who was most agree-

able, and yesterday he made up a little dinner-party for me.

He is very intelligent and very kind. Italy is a great problem,

but my conviction is it will grow into a great country.

Religious freedom is now so largely enjoyed that it cannot be

recalled, and the Papacy is so vulgarised and exposed that its

prestige is gone. The great difficulty is how to amalgamate

the several divisions of the country and reconcile their varieties

and conflicting desires. Lord John Russell's letter was, as I

think, most unwisely worded, and is open to grave censure.

The intervention of Sardinia is to be judged in the concrete
;

not on abstract principles, but in reference to all the circum-

stances as a whole, to be dealt with according to the dictates

of the public conscience. A free people, therefore, could not

but sympathise with the deliverance of a people under the

oppression of a bad government. ... It seems on all sides

assumed that Rome will soon be transferred in temporalibus

to Piedmont, and that this is the almost universal desire of the

people. The fact is the old system is effete and rotten, but

what is to replace it ultimately is the problem, and the course

of events has brought Piedmont into the van, though I think

it has moved with an ambitious and accelerated pace which

will meet with the repulse of reaction, though it may not lead

back to the old despotism. In the confusion which is yet pro-

bable, France looks to profit ; Austria shoved out, the Papacy

pent in the Vatican, Sardinia dependent upon the material aid

of French bayonets, and the sympathies of the Latin race and

the Catholic religion giving to the intervention of France the

influence of the guiding power. I fear our Russell policy is

neither worthy of England nor wise in our generation. We
will be estranged from the old allies of England, and we

make no new friends who can be of any value to us in our

European relations.
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The ' Eussell policy ' pretended to allow Italy to

clioose her own rulers and to settle her own affairs

as she thought best ; in reality it was one of fussy

interference, irritating Austria, Sardinia, and Naples,

and criticising but not checking the ambition of

Napoleon.

Napier was no omnivorous sightseer. Like

many men whose artistic tastes were not particularly

pronounced, and whose life had been absorbed by

studies of a not very Eesthetic character, he was

content with seeing a little and seeing that quickly.

He enjoyed the story and colouring of a famous

picture, or the architecture of a celebrated church,

but not of a thousand pictures or a hundred

churches. ' Of the many,' writes his daughter, ' he

wearied, the few he loved to rest upon.' When eye

and brain were tired, inspection in his opinion Avas

only another word for boj-edom.

It seems to me absurd (he comments, something after the

fashion of the travelling Philistine) to talk of the need of

spending months to see Rome. Ancient Rome is one thing,

papal Rome and picture galleries are another. Any one of

energy and observation, in good health and not a devotee, may

get his appetite satisfied in a fortnight and his taste gratified

in a month, but to be poking and lounging about churches,

and ' Holy Families,' and images and statues, and pictures and

old inscriptions and broken sculpture, and hearing lying

legends and myths, and seeing the tomfooleries which go
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forward in one cycle of stupid servility—does seem to me to

be a mere wasting of human life, and unworthy of manly

minds.

Severe as was the evangelicism of the man, in the

following remarks his sense of toleration, and the

absence of the usual prejudices which criticism upon

Eome so often inspires, are commendably visible.

The ecclesiastics I have met are very courteous to me, and

I find nothing in the place which justifies the bigotry by

which it is often assailed as if under an external blight. The

people seem quiet, orderly, comfortable ; excellent shops, great

social intercourse, a most convenient Protestant church ; and

I have not heard any bigotry or intolerance broached in any

quarter, or any uncharitable allusion to any form of Protes-

tantism. Still the system of government is essentially wrong,

and doubtless in its inner working inflicts many a secret

injury, as it suppresses all the aspirations of freedom and the

reasonable hopes of human progress.

A visit to the catacombs calls forth this reflec-

tion:

The Appian Way, with its lines of sepulchres and monu-

ments here, is one of the most impressive of all the sights

after the Colosseum and the Forum. I have been in two sets

of the catacombs. I think they show clearly how simple was

the faith of the early Christians, but there is great obscurity

over their history. It is wonderful how obscure all the period

of these early struggles is, and how it is buried under legends

and lies without end. It is refreshing to turn to the clear

page of the Scriptures—to see Paul and Peter in the Acts
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and their Epistles, rather than to hear of wretched traditions

which have been trumped up here about both.

To most men the chief charm of a visit to Eome

is the inspection of the splendid picture galleries in

the different palaces. Napier, however, openly con-

fesses that he cannot screw himself up to go picture-

hunting.

I do not enjoy (he writes) a mass of pictures heaped in

rooms or crowded together. I like the few and the excellent,

and leave the others to the tourists who abound and muddle

away months in this lounge of itinerant life.

After remarking upon ' the few and the excel-

lent pictures' which specially impressed him, he thus

speaks of the portrait of the Cenci

:

That of Beatrice Cenci, in the Barberini Palace, is the

most truly touching portrait I ever beheld. I could not

look on it, I cannot think on it, without strong and deep

emotion.

I thought ' The Dismissal of Hagar,' which I saw at Milan,

was the perfection of the portraiture of female sorrow, but

this of Guido far exceeds it ; it is a grief too deep and burning

for tears, it is hallowed by its intensity and subdued stillness.

A face of loveliness, innocence, tenderness, helplessness, be-

reavement, you feel as if you could give all the sympathies of

your inmost soul to solace this ' child of misfortune ' and weep

with her tear for tear, if tears could be shed by eyes sanctified

with sorrow and the sustained agony of her affliction.

One incident (writes Mrs. Gardiner) occurred during this

winter sojourn in Rome which made an indelible impression
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on his mind. It was a visit to Mrs. Elizabeth Barrett

Browning, in which I accompanied him. Of her he speaks

:

A being iDreatliing thoughtful breath,

A traveller between life and death,

A perfect woman nobly planned

To warn, to comfort, and command.

She lay weak and wasted in the subdued softness of a

Roman sunset ; her eyes sparkling with genius and her voice

trembling with emotion as she pleaded the cause of her loved

Italy. In words of wisdom she pointed to the moral aspect

of events then passing ; she expressed her abiding faith in

the wisdom and goodness of God, and her undying hope of

human progress. Nor can I forget the lofty spirit in which

she ended with reflections on the responsibilities of public

men and the sacred rights of humanity committed to their

charge.
Daughter of genius ! bright shall be

Thy morrow of eternity !

At the end of some six months Napier prepared

to return to England, rejoieing, like most active men,

to whom complete leisure becomes soon irksome, ' to

head homeward.'

We now come to the one period in the life of

Napier when he was accused of great inconsistency,

and for a time had to encounter the bitterness of

friendship turned into animosity. Of all virtues

consistency is the least to be appreciated in the

pursuit of politics, for where there is no fixity of

creed or purpose, as in politics, consistency has only

a relative value. A politician has to march with the
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times, and he is the wisest who, even at the expense

of personal sympathies, endeavours to bring his

pohcy into harmony with a condition of things which

opposition cannot alter and may be productive of

evil. Consistency in a politician is often synonymous

with a short-sighted obstinacy and an inability to

appreciate and follow the ever-varying spirit of

progress. The best and truest politician is not he

who never changes, but he who only changes when

opinions formerly held can only be preserved at the

expense of the public good.

A statesman (said Mr. Disraeli once when addressing his

constituents) is the creature of his age, the child of circum-

stance, the creation of his times. A statesman is essentially

a practical character, and when he is called upon to take

ofiice he is not to inquire what his opinions might or might

not have been upon this or that subject— he is only to ascer-

tain the needful and the beneficial, and the most feasible

manner in which affairs are to be carried on. I laugh,

therefore, at the objections against a man that at a former

period of his career he advocated a policy different to his

present one; all I ask to ascertain is whether his present

policy be just, necessary, expedient ; whether at the present

moment he is prepared to serve the country according to its

present necessities.

Napier was now to pursue this line of conduct.

We have seen him in former years, both in and out

of the House of Commons, stoutly opposing any

attempt to exclude the perusal of the Scriptures from
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the Protestant schools in Ireland. It had been, and

still was, his earnest wish, that the Bible should be

studied by Protestants in such schools without de-

priving them of the benefits of the educational grant.

He now saw that the gratification of this desire was

hopeless, and that it was incumbent upon him to dis-

card a principle he had been amongst the most promi-

nent in maintaining. In this change of opinion he was

greatly influenced by the conduct and suggestions of

the Archbishop of Armagh. The Eoman Catholic

hierarchy in Ireland had, in the autumn of 1859,

demanded a system of separate grants, as in England.

This request was publicly deprecated by the Lord

Primate on behalf of the Church Ediication Society,

and was refused by the Government. The proposal

of the president of the society for a separate arrange-

ment was also refused. At this time the Wesleyan

Connexion, after a full conference in London, had

agreed to withdraw their interdict against the

national system in Ireland, and to leave their brethren

free for the future to accept aid from the Commis-

sioners in all cases in which it might seem fit to

them so to do. Why, it was now asked, should the

Irish clergy not have the same liberty of action ?

The Archbishop wrote the following letter to the

honorary secretaries of the Church Education

Society

:
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February 21, ]860.

My dear Sirs,—The answer which Mr. Cardwell has re-

turned on the part of her Majesty's Government to the letter

addressed to him by desire of the presidents of the Church

Education Society, appears to me to extinguish all hope of a

modification of the fundamental rules of the national system,

which would enable the schools conducted on the principles

of the society to receive aid from the State. It is evident

that the national system, which was at first introduced as a

concession to Roman Catholics, is regarded now as a barrier

against the encroachments and extravagant demands of the

Ultramontane party, and that with this view it will be

maintained in its integrity. I, therefore, feel compelled to

relinquish the expectation of its rules being altered, or of

assistance being granted, either through the National Board

or any other channel, to the society's schools.

If all, or nearly all, the schools could be maintained in

an efficient state by means of their own resources, or with

the help of the subscriptions given to the central and diocesan

societies, the object which was aimed at in establishing them

would be accomplished, and we might proceed in our course

without anxiety. But this is not the case. There are many

of the schools of the society in a languishing condition,

unable, for the want of funds, to employ properly qualified

teachers, and to provide a sufficient stock of books and other

requisites ; and as a consequence of this, the scholars are not

obtaining such an education as they ought to receive.

I, therefore, have deemed it to be my duty to address

letters to the clergymen who are patrons of Church Education

Schools in my dioceses of Armagh and Clogher, offering them

my advice respecting the course which I conceive they ought

to pursue. I enclose copies of my letters, by which you will

perceive that I recommend them, wherever the funds belong-



204 LIFE OF SIR JOSEPH NAPIER

ing to a school are sufficient for its maintenance in an efficient

state, to continue to conduct it as heretofore on the principles

of the society; and wherever the funds are iasufficient for

this purpose, but a hope exists that by renewed exertions

they may be increased, I recommend the making of every

effort, and that promptly, to bring about this desirable object,

and thereby invigorate the schools which are now falling into

decay. But if no hope exists of raising the funds requisite

for putting a school into proper working order in a neigh-

bourhood where a school is greatly needed, then I recommend

that aid should be sought from the Commissioners of National

Education, rather than allow the youthful members of the

Church to grow up in a state of ignorance, or, as their only

alternative, resort to national schools under the influence of

patrons hostile to their faith.

The pressing necessity of the case would, in my judgment,

justify a clergyman who has only such a choice of evils

before him in connecting his school with the National Board,

notwithstanding the objectionable rule of the system in

reference to the reading of the Scriptures by Eoman Catholic

children.

No alteration, I conceive, ought to be made in the funda-

mental laws of the Church Education Society. None but

schools conducted on its own principles would remain in con-

nection with it, and, if my advice be followed, none but

efficient schools would be included in the number. . . .

In conclusion, I repeat to you what I have said to my
clergy, that, ' if I were merely to consult my own ease, I

should, at my advanced time of life, have allowed things to

remain as they are, and have left this long agitated question

to settle itself after my removal from the world. But if I

were to do so, and to shrink from making this effort to place

the education of the poor in my diocese in a better condition
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than it has been of late j^ears, I feel that I should not be

acting for the best interests of the Church over which I have

been appointed to preside.'

I remain, nay dear Sirs,

With every sentiment of respect and regard,

John G. Aemagh.

A meeting of the Churcli Education Committee

was summoned to consider the suggestions of his

Grace, at which Napier, who was a vice-president of

the society, was present.

On this occasion (writes Napier ') I was officially informed

of the actual condition of a large proportion (exceeding one-

third) of the Church schools. In these the masters were in-

competent ; without training ; the certain salaries generally

under 10^., and in some cases under 51. yearly ; books and

school requisites but scantily supplied. It wa.s further stated

that there were districts in large parishes containing many

Protestants, where there was no school at all, and no means

of having one, except with State assistance. This condition

of the schools was for the first time brought under my
notice, and when taken in connection with the other facts

to which I have adverted, I could not but listen with anxious

and earnest attention to the advice of the venerable Primate.

The crisis was eventful. I cordially approved of the following

resolution, which was carried at a very full meeting, without

a division

:

' Resolved,-—That this Committee receive the announce-

ment of his Grace the Lord Primate with respectful deference

1 The Education Question. Thoughts on the Present Crisis, by the

Bight Hon. Joseph Napier.
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due to any communication coming from such a quarter.

That they are thankful to be assured of his Grace's cordial

adherence to the principles of this society, and of his deter-

mination to continue to it his munificent support. That

they heartily concur in his Grace's advice to the patrons of

such Church Education Schools as are languishing from

want of support, to make prompt exertions to raise them

from their depressed condition. That this Committee, so far

as they have funds at their disposal, will co-operate with

such patrons in order to put their schools in an efficient

state, and will, to the utmost of their power, assist all patrons

who may conscientiously desire to continue their connection

with this Society under all circumstances. That, whatever

diminution may take place in the number of schools con-

nected with the society, the Committee feel it to be their

duty, to the utmost of their ability, to encourage and foster

those Church schools which remain, by maintaining and in-

creasing the efficiency of the training institution, by a regular

supply of school requisites, and by other means within their

reach.'

The words in italics were inserted at Napier's

suggestion.

In estimating the advice given by the Primate (writes

Napier) it is important to bear in mind the condition of

things under which it was offered for the guidance of his

clergy. The educational demands of the children of the

Church could not he met adequately hy such of the Church

schools as were impoverished and inefficient ; the controversy

of the Church with the State was confessedly closed; de-

nominational aid was, on the part of the Church, repudiated,

and the mixed system of the State, on the principles of civil

equality and parental authority, was recognised as a State
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institution. The question then for the practical wisdom of

the Primate was this, whether- the State bounty, offered on

equal terms for the education of the children generally, shoidd

he given up to other commimions altogether, and the clergy of

the Church should thereafter withdraw from any interference

in the State education, at a time when the Church schools

did not, nor could, in many districts, provide for the children

of the Church such an education as they had a right to ex-

pect, and such as the State had admitted their civil right to

receive. The distinction is most material which the Primate

has drawn between the genuine and efficient Church school,

which he advises to be kept up as heretofore, and the im-

poverished and inefBcient Church school, without the means

of prompt and permanent improvement, which he advises to

be converted into an efficient State school, to be maintained

under the incumbent as the patron. It is a fallacy to apply

to the latter class the reasoning which is properly applicable

to the former. The patron of the former cannot be required

to give gratuitous education to the children upon any prin-

ciples, nor according to any rules but those which he pre-

scribes. But in the other case it is simply because the school

is so impoverished that the patron has not the means of giving

gratuitous education, that he is advised to accept and administer

the bounty of the State, as a trustee for the children, and thus

secure for those of his own communion at least, the benefits

which might not be realised for them to the same extent,

without his intervention.

The question therefore resolved itself into this.

If certain of the Church schools, owing to their

want of funds, were unable to educate the children

entrusted to them, was it not wiser, rather than en
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courage a system of defective education, to appeal

for aid to the Commissioners of National Educa-

tion? Napier, now that he saw no alternative

between a bad education or no education at all with-

out State aid, and a good education under certain

restrictions, with State aid, was in favour of the

latter system. There were others—a very numerous

party—however, who thought differently. With

these it was considered that to accept aid from the

State under any circumstances, however pressing,

would be a violation of their duty towards God,

when such aid could only be obtained by a submis-

sion to the distinctive rule of the national system.

' No educational advantages,' said this section, ' could

compensate for any restrictions to be put upon a free

perusal of the Bible ; better no school at all than

a genuine national school. Whether the school

be impoverished and inefficient, or whether it be

famished and closed—whether it be dying or dead

—

take no aid from the Board under any circumstances,

touch not the unclean thing.'

So argued those who considered that the accept-

ance of State assistance upon certain conditions was a

surrender of the principles on which the Church

Education Society had been founded and supported.

Napier thought differently, and had the courage of his

opinions. He had laboured for many years most earn-
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estly to have the clause restricting the perusal of

the Bible in national scliools rescinded, and for the

unconditional participation of the Church schools in

the State grant. His pleading had, however, been

in vain, and now when the question had to be decided

between a bad education and a good sectarian edu-

cation, he deemed it his duty to vote in favour of

the latter. If the Church schools could be main-

tained so as to meet the educational exigencies of

their pupils, nothing could be better than the teach-

ing they supplied ; but if such schools could not

offer suitable education, then he cordially agreed

with the Primate, and it thus became their duty to

submit to the national system.

Let us not any longer judge our brethren (writes Napier

in conclusion). Let every man be free to form liis own
judgment as to the best means of doing the most good, ac-

cording to the circumstances in which he may be placed.

He cannot lawfully sacrifice a principle, but he may not be

able to apply it without some limitation. The duties of life,

after all, are not mere abstractions ; they are often compli-

cated—they are always practical. Principles cannot be

changed in their essence by facts, but the realities of life

not only may, but must limit and modify the application of

principles. To what extent this is to be allowed is, doubtless,

often .very difficult, but not the less our duty to determine,

and this may be a part, and a responsible part, of that moral

discipline for which our life on earth is manifestly intended.

To do the best is absolute perfection, the highest privilege,

P
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the free action of pure principle. To do our best—the best

we can—is relative, and in its very nature and essence in-

volves the limitation of principle, which must be practically

applied by conscience and common sense in the daily conduct

of real life.

The best of what we do

And are, just God, forgive

!

It is expedient that we should always do the best we can, it

is right that we should always desire to do better ; but this

feeling is profaned when it is made the pretext for our de-

clining to do what we can because we could not do all that

we would. All duty is expedient, but the word ' expedient

'

is not to be desecrated by a mere clap-trap use which is too

often its fate.

For this, wliat his former friends termed

' apostasy,' Napier was veliemently assailed on all

sides. In the bitter condemnation which was now

passed upon him there was little of the sweetness of

the Christian character visible. Charity was con-

spicuous by its absence.

Whilst I feel (he writes to his eldest son upon this sub-

ject) not less attached to the old friends who stood to me
faithfully in my public life, I cannot but thoroughly condemn
the sinful violation of the Pauline charity, without which all

this cry for the Scriptures is but sounding brass. I am as

friendly as ever I was to the parochial schools where they

can be efBciently kept up ; but if the State schools involve

nothing against conscience, and provide what the parochial

schools cannot give to the general population, and do not

give even to their own children, then I feel it to be a duty
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binding on a Christian citizen to make use of this as the best

practicable system in those places in which a better is not

available. The Irish clergy are now retiring from the State

education of the people, and the Church will gradually cease

to be the State institution for education. Will it continue

to be the State Church either of or for the people educated

—educated by the State under Roman Catholic, Presbyterian,

and Wesleyan patrons—this seems to me a very vital con-

sideration, which our pugnacious friends, who count me their

enemy because I tell them an unpalatable truth, have not

yet grappled with.

How sound and well balanced was the course

adopted by Napier on this occasion is testified by the

following words from one well acquainted—none

better—with the whole question :

In ceasing to oppose (writes the Archbishop of Armagh,

Feb. 6, 1883, to Mrs. Gardiner, in reply to a request for any

letters from her father that might be in his Grace's posses-

sion) the national system of education when that opposition

was found to be injurious to the youthful Protestants of Ireland,

and knowing the effect of throwing them for education into the

hands of those who were hostile to our Church, he (Napier)

did that which was perfectly right and consistent with the

principles he always professed. The late Primate did the same,

and it is only to be regretted that the clergy did not at once

follow his wise advice and make use of the public funds for

the education of their parishioners. Every day we feel the

sad inconvenience of having lost the power of educating the

youth of our flocks from allowing others to take advantage

of us and secure the possession of the schools of the country,

and every day goes to justify the wisdom of his conduct.

p 2
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A few weeks after his return from Eome, Napier,

strong in his resolve not to let himself ' rust ' for

want of official work, delivered an opening address

as president, for the second time, of the department

of Jurisprudence at the meeting of the Social Science

Association which was then being held during the

long vacation in the Four Courts, Dublin. Touching

the connection between social science and jurispru-

dence, he says

:

Is it not worthy of social science to give a greater effici-

ency to this system, a greater reverence for the law itself, a

higher position for the legal profession ? Nor is it a light

matter whether this profession should sink to a vulgar level

or be raised to a higher elevation. Public justice must have

its ministers, and public policy requires that these should be

men of cultivated minds. It is not enough to have a supply

of rough and ready justice. However useful this lower cur-

rency may be, we must seek to maintain a great and goodly

system of jurisprudence, under which public order, civil and

religious freedom, protection of life and property, may be

adequately secured—a system which will nurture advocacy

of the highest order and encourage the learning, the wisdom,

and the love of justice, which are not less the ornament

than the support of judicial authority. The amendment of

the law, the increased efficiency of our judicial system, and

the elevation of the bar, are not the only benefits to be realised.

But here I must halt ; I have reached the extreme limits of

my own department. I cannot now turn towards the vener-

able hall of justice where we assemble on this occasion with-

out being reminded that there I learned to reverence the laws
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and institutions of my country. I cannot forget the many

years of kindly intercourse whicli I have had with my brethren

of tlie bar and those venerable magistrates who have been

gathered to their everlasting rest who have enriched our

jurisprudence with the treasures of their sober wisdom, their

exact learning, and their chastened experience—Plunket,

Bushe, Burton, Smith, Joy, Pennefather.

The dust of t.hese is Irish earth,

Whilst with their own they rest

;

And the same land which gave them birth

Has caught them to her breast.

Their memorials have not perished with them ; these are

bound up with the moral order of the world. The jurispru-

dence of every country is connected with the great system of

universal justice whose seat is in the bosom of God. The

vojios of the Greek, the siium caique of the noble and enlight-

ened jurisprudence of Eome, the justice and mercy of our own,

all culminate in a higher law—that divine but simple code

of sacred and of social duty on which our gracious Redeemer

by His memorable comment has stamped His own image and

superscription.

It sinks the specialities of race and creed

In the deep sympathy of man with man

:

The highest law is systematic love.

Meetings of the Social Science Association appear

to have had a great attraction for Napier, essentially

what Carlyle calls ' a many-sided man.' Jurist, classic,

mathematician, well read in modern literature, he

thoroughly enjoyed, as many a letter before me

testifies, the society of the savants that assembled at

these meetings. We find him attending, and taking
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part in the meetings held at London in 1862, at

Edinburgh in 1863, at Manchester in 1866, and at

Glasgow in 1874. On the occasion of the meeting of

the British Association at Oxford in the summer of

1860, rooms had been assigned to Napier in Magdalen,

where much to his amusement the porter had put

the name of ' Lord ' Napier over the door. He was

very pleased with his visit, and greatly impressed

with a sermon delivered by the present Bishop of

London, then the head-master of Eugby.

I have just come (he writes to his wife) from the church,

where Mr. Temple (the Master of Rugby) preached. His

text was Eccles. i. 17, and the sermon was deeply instructive

and most suitable to the occasion and the audience. I met

him at dinner yesterday. I dined with the Master of Balliol

—a small but very select and agreeable party—Sir David

Brewster and one of the foreign savans. I had a good deal

of conversation with Mr. Temple, and a great deal with Sir

David Brewster, who is a very wise and good man. We
afterwards went to a reception at the Botanical professor's.

To-morrow the degrees are to be given to a select few of the

savans, and an English prize poem on the death of Franklin

and his companions to be recited. It is a great privilege to

meet so many able and good men.

A prominent and active member of the Evan-

gelical party, Napier when in London was in much

request, not only at the drawing-room conversa-

ziones frequently held by the leaders of his set



LEISURE 216

to further home or missionary projects, but also as a

speaker on the platform at public meetings. Of the

different religious societies with which he was con-

nected, none had a stronger claim on his sympathies

than the Church Missionary Society, of which he was

one of the vice-presidents. He warmly upheld, both

by voice and purse, the object it had in view, and

his eloquence was never more fervid or persuasive

than when pleading the cause of missions to the

heathen. We have seen him abused in his own

country and by his own brethren for accepting the

terms of the State when compelled by necessity in the

matter of education in Ireland, let us now hear his

noble advocacy—perhaps one of the best speeches

he ever delivered—in favour of the admission of the

Bible in the Government schools of India. Nor was

there any inconsistency in this expression of opinion.

It was one thing not to teach the Bible in the Irish

State schools, where the State supplemented the efforts

of the various sections of the Christian community

under a system of secular education, and quite a

different matter when they had to deal with a

heathen country. It was the occasion of the annual

meeting of the Church Missionary Society, held at

Exeter Hall, April 30, 1861, that called forth this

eloquent protest from Napier. The Earl of

Chichester was in the chair, and the subject of this
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biography was asked to second the adoption of the

report of the society. He thus began :

I remember a few years ago having been very deeply

impressed with, an answer that was returned by your lord-

ship, in the name of our beloved Queen, to some African

chiefs who sent over an address to her Majesty, saying that

they had heard of the greatness of England, and desiring to

know what were the circumstances of the manufactures and

commerce of England, of which they had heard so much, and

which had made us so great a country. To this address our

Queen returned, through your lordship, this answer, worthy

of this great country. She sent them a present oftwo splendid

copies of the Holy Scriptures ; and I remember in that

answer she told them that it was not England's commerce

nor England's manufactures, rich and extensive as they were,

that made England great, but that what made England great

was the knowledge of salvation through Jesus Christ, and she

sent them the Holy Scriptures that they also might learn the

knowledge of that great salvation. Would to God such a

message were sent in the name of the Queen to India

!

Napier then, on the part of the society, proceeded

to enter his protest against what he called the

religious policy of England in regard to India. That,

he said, had been the subject of a long struggle. In

the last century, before the time at which the Church

Missionary Society came to its birth, India was in

that respect neglected. They had at that time what

he might call a very cold-blooded Christianity. His

native country, Ireland, had not been wanting in men
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to advocate the cause of India. It gave first the

advocacy of the elevated and enhghtened mind of

Edmund Burke ; it gave also the wisdom of Welles-

ley and the prowess of Wellington ; it gave too the

brilhant rhetoric of Sheridan ; and England gave to

India as its advocate a man who had left behind him

a memory to embalm him—William Wilberforce,

and he had stereotyped in their legislation the record

of their duty to India.' They were bound by the

very terms of that record to impart to India useful

knowledge, moral and religious improvement, and at

the same time to uphold the rights of conscience by

preserving to the natives of India the free exercise of

their own religion. Formerly the charter of the

East India Company was renewed at different periods,

and they found every time the charter was renewed

some advantage was gained to India with reference

to religious policy. From time to time various

practices were abolished which offended the con-

science of the Christian public of England. And so

things went on till a more recent period, and now the

' In the year 1793 tlie following resolution was moved ty Wilber-

force, and unanimously adopted by the House of Commons, in respect of

Christianity in India

:

' That it is the opinion of this House that it is the peculiar and

bounden duty of the Legislature to promote, by all just and prudent

means, the interest and happiness of the inhabitants of the British

dominions in the East ; and that for these ends such measures ought to

be adopted as may gradually tend to their advancement in useful

knowledge, and to their religious and moral improvement.'
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charter had been put an end to, and India was

governed directly in the name of the Queen, so that

England was more directly responsible to God, who

had thus entrusted her with the government of

nearly one-fifth of the whole family of man. He

who made of one blood the whole family of man,

had entrusted to us the great charge of one-fifth of

the human race.

How then (asked Napier) does England execute this trust ?

She is bound to give to India useful knowledge, moral and

religious improYement, and at thq same time to give freedom

of conscience. Now, what is the proposition that I have been

asked here to advocate and to address myself especially to ?

It is that in India, where the parents of the children are

willing that they should learn at our State schools and

institutions the knowledge of that Christianity which has

made England great, this Christian State should give it to

them. The State says ' no,' and we say ' yes.' There is the

issue. The State says, ' We will give them secular know-

ledge,' and adds that it shall be exclusively secular. The

State has gone one step further ; they have put the Bible in

the libraries of these institutions, and the scholars are at

liberty, out of school hours, to go and look at it and ask

questions about it. I remember some years ago, when I was

a student in Trinity College, Dublin, going down to see

Maynooth, and one of the students there, who was evidently

desirous of giving me a favourable impression of the place,

took me about and showed me everything. We went into

the library, and when we were there he pointed my attention

to some very fine copies of the Holy Scriptures, the
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' Edinburgh Review,' the works of Edmund Burke, aud other

such books, and I asked the question, ' I suppose you read

all these books ? ' 'Oh no, if we read them we should get an

admonition.' ' And if you persevered ? ' ' Well, then we
should be expelled.'

Now I want England to be straightforward. If it be right

in England, if it be its duty to God to put the Bible in these

libraries, then why do you give an exclusively secular educa-

tion ? Let us give whatever we give honestly. I would not

have the Bible coming in like smuggled goods. We are

pledged to give moral and religious improvement. Why is

the teaching exclusively secular ? I remember when I was

in Parliament there was no question on which we had so

general a concurrence, amounting almost to unanimity of

opinion, as the duty of the State to give a religious education.

We are pledged to give the inhabitants of India moral and

religious improvement. We cannot make use of their religion

because we believe it to be founded on falsehood ; we cannot

adopt their morality because it is taken from an impure

standard. Now observe, we only demand religious instruction

for those who are desirous of having it. We do not profess to

interfere in their religion, that is a matter between them and

God. But when we are bound to give them moral and

religious improvement, and there are those who are willing to

receive it, I ask how is it to be given ? If we cannot resort

to their religion, and if we will not resort to ours,— if we can-

not resort to their standard of morals, and we will not resort

to the pure and sublime morality of the Gospel,—how are we

to give them moral improvement ? If we will not refer to the

religion of Christ,—if we will not refer to the pure truths of

God's inspired Word,—how are we to give them religious

improvement ? How are we to carry out our trust, I would

ask ? I wish to put the Case fairly ; to state nothing exjjarte^
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not to treat it in tbe spirit of an advocate, but rather to speak

of it in the spirit of a judge. Let me put the case fairly.

They say we must be neutral—that is the word. This, they

say, is for the benefit of all the people of India, and there is a

variety of religions there, different from ours. Well, there is

a saying of Lord Bacon's, a very wise one too, ' all colours are

alike in the dark.' We must, it is said, be neutral, and not

assume the truth of any religion. Well, hut then give Chris-

tianity fair flay. Observe here, we are brought into contact

with a heathen people. God has placed us there. We can-

not retreat from the position. We are responsible to Him.

It is by His will that we hold our empire over India, and we

have recognised the trust, and we must perform the duty

connected with the trust. Well, in India, of course, there

are native religions ; they are of a very peculiar kind,—ritual,

ceremonial, and what you may call external religions. The

natives learn these. They have abundant means with regard

to their religions ; but how are they to learn ours ? Is this

neutrality ? I say, if God gave His inspired Word for the

whole human family ; if it contains the great truth that man

has sinned, and that the Son of God has suffered that sin

might be atoned—if He intended that truth to go forth over

the whole habitable globe, and that every nation under

heaven should know of His everlasting Gospel—if He has

made us a Christian State, and brought us into contact with

the inhabitants of India, it is our duty to instruct them, to

improve their morals, and to ennoble their faith.

Then Napier asked, how was that to be done ?

If they could not use their rehgion because it was

immoral ; if they had the pure, holy, inspired, ever-

lasting, infallible Word of God given to them, and if
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there were those who were willing to receive it,

why should it not be given ? Was the Government

some kind of police establishment—a mere system of

police management ?—was not a great country like

England bound by its responsibility to God in refer-

ence to that great portion of the human family to

act as a Christian State ?

It has often struck me as a very singular and remark-

able thing with reference to India, that we cannot move a

step there without encountering the very objection that is

made with regard to the teaching of the Gospel in the

schools. Their whole system is founded upon a false science,

and you cannot educate them at all without coming in con-

flict with some of the fundamental dogmas of their religion.

By our jurisprudence we have interfered with their customs,

which form a part of their religion. In our executive dis-

cipline we interfere with ' caste.' In our education, when

we teach them scientific truths we necessarily interfere with

that which is the very basis of their religion. And thus,

if we are undermining and taking away the only faith they

have, sweeping it oS, and leaving the mind swept and gar-

nished, what is to be the consequence ? What can they

think of England, what do they think of us, but that we are

ashamed of the Gospel ?

Hence, proceeded the speaker, their policy was a

timid and crooked policy ; therefore whatever they

did let them do it directly and honestly, and not in

a timid, half-hearted way. If they were to have

religion taught at all, they must respect conscience.
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The Christian religion itself respected conscience.

They should let the people of India know that

Christianity itself was the greatest security of the

rights of conscience, because the weapons of its

warfare were not carnal but spiritual, and mighty in

the pulling down of strongholds.

I was greatly struck in reading some of the objections

that are put forward on this subject. There is a report of

one of the inspectors of schools, one who bears a very honoured

name, I mean that of Arnold. He is against our giving the

Bible in schools, and he says that to allow it to be used in

the schools, even for those who are willing to receive it, in-

terferes with what is called this policy of neutrality. Well,

I had happened to have made in my note-book, before I

heard that objection urged, an extract from the writings

of his honoured father. Dr. Arnold, in one of his excellent

sermons, so full of simplicity and truth, which he preached at

Rugby, dwelt on what he called the realities of Christianity

;

for it is to be remembered that our religion is a religion of

facts. In one of his sermons, after referring to the thousands

of persons who had gone through the evidences of our Lord's

life, death, and resurrection, piece by piece, as carefully as ever

a judge summed up in the most important cause, he says,

' I have been used for many years to study the history of

other times, and to examine and weigh the evidence of those

who have written about them, and I know of no one fact in

the history of mankind which is proved by better and fuller

evidence of every sort to the understanding of a fair inquirer

than the great sign which God has given us, that Christ died

and rose again from the dead.' Now let me ask this question.

We say we are bound to teach to India scientific truth. We
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are bound to teach history, and to impart to them useful

knowledge, to make them acquainted, say, with the history of

the Roman Empire, with that of Greece, or of England.

This duty we recognise and discharge, with a consciousness

of all the consequences to the faith of the natives. Well, here

is a history, the history of Christ, His life. His death, His

resurrection. Dr. Arnold was accustomed, he says, to examine

historical evidence, and he says there is no event in the

history of mankind which is proved by better and fuller

evidence of every sort to the mind of the fair inquirer. Why
then should not that be taught as the greatest and most

authentic of historical facts ?

He could well understand, argued Napier, the

objection when they said they would not interfere

with mere theological belief on one side or the other,

in mere matters of opinion ; but he remembered a

conversation he had a very few years ago with a

truly good man—and, although he differed from him

much in some of his opinions, he believed he was a

simple-minded, single hearted lover of their Lord

—

he alluded to the late Baron de Bunsen. The Baron

said to him, talking of the various disputations of

sects, ' Look how many think that all Christianity

is controversial, and all controversy is theological

;

whereas what I look to is common sense, conscience,

the Bible, and the example of our Blessed Lord ; and

if we could look more at the great things on which

many of us agree, and less at those on which we

differ, there would be more of love and less of
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controversy.' They spent a deal of their strength

at the present day in controversy, and the sceptic

took advantage of that. But, here were the great

broad facts of Christianity, on which all Christians

worthy of the name were agreed. Why were those

not to be taught ? That was a question to which he

wanted an answer to be given.

It so happened, continued Napier, that shortly

before he left Parliament, when the India Bill was

under discussion, he had paid some attention to this

very subject. They were at that time, after the

solemn events which had occurred in the year of

mutiny, reconsidering their position, and what should

be the future of India, and more especially if it could

be brought directly under the Queen's Government,

and he had intended to have brought that very

subject before the House of Commons. However,

he was not fortunate enough to catch the eye of the

Speaker, and so lost the opportunity, for very shortly

after he was promoted to office, and had not since

returned to Parliament. Napier thus concluded :

I speak here, my lord, very humbly. I speak in the pre-

sence of many of my fathers and elder brethren around me

;

but I have served a very gracious Master ; He has brought

me to great honour, and He has comforted me on every side.

I have now reached the highest point to which my ambition

could have aspired—far beyond what I ever contemplated.

I have had the calm of leisure and reflection, I have had my
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day of science ; I still relisli the refreshment of literature •

but let me bear the humble testimony that after all there is

only one thing worth living for, and that is to love and to

serve the Lord Jesus.

My lord, I find in a number of the ' Edinburgh Revievy
'

published in 1858, an article on India, which I believe was

written by that very able man Sir Charles Trevelyan, and he

says in that article that the only principle for carrying on the,

government of India worthy of England, is to plant the seed

of a nobler faith and a better life. The seed is the Word of

God. We ask no Government influence to be thrown as a

weight in the scale on the side of the Gospel of Christ. We
ask that it should be laid before those who are willing to

receive it in its own divine simplicity. We remember that

in its majestic march it has subdued the pride and the

subtlety of the Greek, the sensuality of ancient Rome, and

the idolatries of the barbarian invader. It has been and

always will be aggressive, just as the light of heaven is

aggressive. It scatters before it cloud and shadow, it

dissipates and dispels the gloom of darkness. It has reached

our own shores. The light of the Sun of Righteousness

has shone on this land. It has melted the Greenlander

in his eternal ice. In our own days it has subdued the

cannibalism of Fiji and New Zealand. Dr. Livingstone

relates a conversation he had with an African chief, and savs

that when he told him of some of the great truths of the

Gospel, be wept, and said, ' Is it possible that England should

have kept all this back from us ?
' And I observe in that

interesting work written by Mr. Oliphant, on Japan, he says,

some there also wept when they heard the glad message, and

wondered that England should have been in possession of

these mighty truths and did not communicate them.

Oh, let us take courage, and let us follow no longer this

Q
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timid and truckling policy ! Let us be honest with India
;

let us tell her there is a way of improving her morals by

referring them to the pure standard of the Gospel, and that

there is a way of improving her religion by referring her to

the inspired Word of God. . . . God has made England

great ; He has given her extensive possessions ; He has given

her India ; He has given her rich manufactures, wealth,

wisdom ; but there is a voice that once spoke to Peter,

' Lovest thou me more than these ? ' ' Feed my lambs
;

feed my sheep.' ' Freely ye have received ; freely give.'

This noble and manly testimony to the truth and

influence of Holy Scripture was delivered in vain.

The Government, actuated by the wisdom which is

shrewder than that of the children of light, has

declined to introduce an element into the schools in

India which might arouse the jealousy of its native

population, and by irritating the religious prejudices

of the people by what some might consider an attempt

to proselytise, weaken the hold of British rule in the

Peninsula.

ISTapier, deposed from the bench in Ireland and

excluded from that of England, had now ample

leisure to devote to those literary tastes which were

always strong within him, but which the press of

other pursuits had hitherto kept somewhat in the

background. His energy and activity had always

been conspicuous, but they were now directed to

another channel. He wrote pamphlets on the current
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topics of tlie day, he delivered lectures upon eminent

Irishmen, and, to combat the infidel tendencies of the

age, he penned the preface to the work of the Eev.

John Nash Griffin, ' Seven Answers to tlie Seven

Essavs and Reviews.' Two small volumes which

occupied his leisure at this time deserve something-

more than a mere passing notice—his lecture on

Edmund Burke, and his careful criticism of Butler's

' Analogy of Eeligion.'

Of Burke Napier was always a fervent and appi-e-

ciative admirer. He considered him not only as the

greatest Irishman that had ever lived, but, to use the

words of Samuel Johnson, as ' the first man every-

where.' In his lecture which was delivered to

the Dublin Young Men's Christian Association,

Napier did not attempt to throw any new light upon

the different events in the life of his hero. He re-

membered who were his audience, and suited his

subject to their intellectual grasp. In a clear and

attractive style he brought forward the chief facts

in the biography of Burke with the object of illus-

trating the industry and great genius of the man, the

purity of his patriotism, his single-mindedness of pur-

pose, his hatred of oppression, his courage, his in-

dependence of action, his piety, the splendid labours

of his pen, his lofty eloquence, and his noble pur-

suit of all that tended to elevate the welfare of his

Q 2
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country. Few, said Napier, could hope to possess

tlie great mental gifts of Burke—gifts which placed

him in the front rank of genius with Shakespeare

and Bacon—but all could endeavour to imitate him

in his endeavour to purify the feelings and enlarge

the heart of humanity.

Though avowedly a party man, Edmund Burke was

too deep a student of pohtics and philosophy, and

too brilliant and original a genius to be tied and

bound by the strict creed of mere party views. He

was essentially an eclectic politician. He accepted

what was good in every section, and eliminated the

bad. His sympathies were in favour of the Whigs,

but when he found that Whig principles, as inter-

preted by Charles James Fox, were coquetting with

the revolutionary measures across the Channel which

tended to the degradation of all that was pure and

noble, he boldly severed himself from his party and

gave the influence of his support to the other side.

Of the independence he displayed on this occasion,

an independence which he fully justified in his ' Ap-

peal from the New to the Old Whigs,' Napier thus

speaks

:

It is clear, at all events, that Burke saw further than any

of his contemporaries, but if, instead of ranging himself on

the side of established order, he had joined with the new
Whigs in abetting popular excesses, and so breaking in upon
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the genuine principles of the English Revolution, it is difficult

indeed to say what might have been let loose upon England,

and what might have swept over Europe. Those who charge

him with inconsistency overlook the very excellence and

essence of his political philosophy, which never tampered

with the great and immutable principles of truth and

freedom, but always took into account the realities and the

moral facts to which those principles had to be applied.

There was in his syllogism what he so aptly called the

minor of circumstances. The science of statesmanship was

not with him a dreamy discussion of abstract or metaphysical

theories, but a moral and a social branch of inductive philo-

sophy.

In his lecture Napier makes it appear evident tliat

the instincts of Conservatism, as interpreted by his

essays and speeches, ran strong vsrithin Burke. The

author of the ' Sublime and Beautiful ' was always in

favour of pi'eserving our institutions so long as they

should be preserved, and where reform became neces-

sary, of displaying caution and deliberation in the

effecting of all alterations. He believed in restoration,

not in revolution ; nor was he ever in favour of any

ahrupt deviation in the plan of government. It was

for this reason that he opposed the theory of Ameri-

can taxation, which was not a gradual but an abrupt

deviation from all former modes of government.

' Talk not of your abstract rights of government,' he

cried, ' I hate the very sound of them ; follow expe-

rience and common sense, desist from the innovation
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you are now attempting, do as you have always done

before in permitting America to tax herself ; and in

all ordinary circumstances of the world the effects

will be the same, namely, peace, security, and attach-

ment.'

It was under the influence of these sentiments

that, as we have said, he so vehemently denounced

the French Eevolution. His love of things ancient,

his love of religion, order, and moral and physical

purity, were irritated and disgusted by the foul

proceedings of the republicans, who were struggling

to gain their ends by the most infamous arts which

murder, robbery, and blasphemy could suggest.

Yet Burke was, as Napier shows, never an opponent

of true and sound reform. When a liberal and

conciliatory line of conduct ought to be adopted he

stoutly supported it. He upheld the principle of

free trade, wishing his own country in union witli

other countries to adopt it ; he advocated the claims

of Eoman Catholics to the rights of citizenship,

he was in favour of relieving dissenters from the

necessity of subscribing to the Thirty-nine Articles,

he freed taxation from several of its burdens without

unduly trespassing upon vested interests, and he voted

in favour of an enlarged corn law, yet without put-

ting in jeopardy the agricultural interest. Through-

out his pohtical life all his ideas were instinct with
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light, breadth, and toleration. In his private con-

duct lie was strictly coi'rect, and his moral purity

was woven into the texture of all his political actions.

' There never was,' writes Cazales, the opponent of

Mirabeau, ' a more beautiful alliance between virtue

and talents than was to be found in Mr. Burke.

All his conceptions were grand, all liis sentiments

Dear Edmund Burke (cries Napier in concluding his

lecture), what a debt we owe to thy memory ! In his lifetime

a statue was suggested—suggested here in his native city

—

but his own words were, ' Such honours belong exclusively

to the tomb, the natural and only period of human incon-

stancy with regard either to desert or opinion.' The time

has at last arrived, and now, under the generous auspices of

one who loves Ireland, we will begin the good work in good

earnest. In Beaconsfield he sleeps in the grave ; no monu-

mental marble testifies that the life he lived for England or

the labour he exerted for France has been gratefully remem-

bered. A mural tablet in the church, a recent inscription on

brass over the spot where his remains are mouldering—the

offering of a few kind members of the De Burgh connection

- these are the memorials to this illustrious man. To him I

may apply the lines of his own loved Milton

—

"What needs my Edmund, for his honoured bones,

The labour of an age m piled stones
;

Or that his hallowed relics should be hid

Under a starry-pointing pyramid ?

Dear son of memory, great heir of fame,

What needst thou such weak witness of thy name ?

Thou in our wonder and astonishment

Hast built thyself a livelong monument.
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The memory of tlie just is blessed—and a generous

country will not be unmindful of her illustrious dead.

We will yet look on his statue, we will think of the man ;

our souls will ex^Dand with generous emotion, and from the

contemplation of his virtues we may catch a portion of his

spirit. Goldsmith will be at hand. I think I hear his

gentle spirit speaking thus :

Tbere stands our great Edmund, whose genius was such,

Some blame it indeed, none have praised it too much.

So large was his heart and so lofty his mind,

That he held not with party but clung to mankind.

Too honest for tactics, and when disobedient,

'Twas to follow the right as the truly expedient.

Too upright for office, and seldom in place,

He has left a remembrance no time can efface.

When we call to mind how every part of his life has been

exposed,—the correspondence so various, the critics so cen-

sorious,—how blameless were his morals, how generous his

affections,—his self-respect,—his sustained integrity in times

of trial and temptation,—how he remembered his Creator in

the days of his youth, and trusted in the God of his salvation

as he sank in life's decline,—must we not admire his virtues

and reverence his goodness, whilst we stand amazed at his

wisdom and wonder at the greatness of his genius ?

Teacher of statesmen ! saviour of States ! Thine were no

blood-stained triumphs. From East to West, fi-om India to

America, from the rising of the sun to the going down of the

same, like the path of that glorious luminary above the

shadows and the storms of this troubled world, thine was a

heavenly track of bright beneficence. Thy martyr life of duty,

closing in faith and hope and charity, shall in no wise lose its

reward.

Advocate of the oppressed, refuge of the exile, friend

of the friendless !—the poor outcast, blighted by sin, flung on
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a cold world to wither and to perish, found sympathy in

thy heart, a shelter in thy home. She could not recompense

thee ;
' thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the

just.'

The work on ' Butler's Analogy of Religion to

the Constitution and Course of Nature' was of a

more ambitious character. It also in its original form

was delivered as a series of lectures to the Dublin

Young Men's Christian Association, though afterwards

published as a small volume. No more lucid or care-

ful text-book upon Butler has ever been written. In

a concise and pointed manner, which readily im-

presses itself on the memory, Napier deals with all

the salient arguments of Butler, so that the little

work constitutes a most useful help to the study of

the ' Analogy.'

The student of Butler (says Napier) can scarcely fail to

notice how thoroughly practical he is—how repeatedly he

reminds the reader of the duties of life, the proper business of

man placed in this stage of an endless existence, in this part of

a great and boundless scheme of the universe, in which he finds

himself. ' The design of this treatise (writes Butler) is not

to vindicate the character of God, but to show the obligations

ofmen ; it is not to justify His providence, but to show what

belongs to us to do. It is not to inquire what sort of crea-

tures mankind are, but luhat the light and lcnoivled{je ivhich is

afforded them requires they shoidd be ; to show how in reason

they ought to behave, not how in fact they will behave.'

Butler opens the inquiry with a discussion on probability,
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and lie contrasts it with that demonstrative certainty which

admits of no degrees, but is in its nature conclusive. Such

opening is appropriate to the analogy which Butler proceeds

to discuss, because the course of life does not supply mankind

with conclusive certainty on which it is to act
;
probabilihj in

its various degrees is the guide of life. Man is a moral being, and

as such he should naturally act on moral convictions. Under

the natural or settled constitution and course of things, in our

common daily life, we act upon what is more or less probable,

not upon what is demonstrative. It is enough if the evidence

be such as makes the faculty within us which is the guide and

judge of conduct determine our course of action to be prudent

or obligatory. ' Religion (writes Butler) is a practical thing,

and consists in such a determinate course of life as being what

there is reason to think is commanded by the Author of Nature,

and will upon the whole be our happiness under His govern-

ment. Social duties are found to be sacred and religious

obligations, our common life a reasonable and religious service.

Thus the sceptic is met at the outset by this, that if his ob-

jections prevail they must overrule our undoubted experience,

falsify the undeniable facts which we observe, and displace

the realities of which we cannot but be conscious.'

What, then (asks Napier), is the prolahility, the -presum^p-

tion in any degree, as to the facts which Religion, teaches ?

If religion is practical, and pjrohability is tlie guide of life, on

which we are required to act, and which is adapted to the

moral nature which God has given us, and for the purposes

of our discipline and our progress, then it is of undoubted

importance to ascertain in the first instance whether there is

awj presampition in favour of what religion teaches. If there

is any, the sceptical objector whom Butler encounters is

thereby answered, if not silenced. With reference to the great

fact of a future life, many things, particular analogies, show
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- that so far from our having reason to conclude that we shall

cease to be when the phenomenal change of death takes place

by the dissolution of the body, there is nothing strange,

nothing incredible, in our existing in another and subsequent

state of life ; that it is reasonable to suppose that our living

nature will continue after death ; that at least this is so far

jyrobLibh that we ought not to act upon the contrary suppo-

sition ; that our present experience, our moral intuitions,

our capacity of happiness and misery, the character of God as

the righteous Governor of the world—the constitution and

course of nature, its system of progress, prej^aration, and con-

tinuity—all lead us to accept the conclusion that this life is

an institution for etei'nity, a probationary stage for man as

a moral and immortal being ; a truth which harmonises with

all we can observe and experience in the order of I'rovidence,

and with those moral judgments of the heart and conscience

which sustain the reason itself, if they be not (in part at least)

the highest efforts of its own inherent energy.

Napier then passed in review the mode in which

Butler treats his subject—how, without entering on

the question of miracles and propliecies, he rests his

evidence on the analogies of nature, reasoning from

that part of the divine proceedings which comes

under our view in the daily business of life to that

more comprehensive part of those proceedings which

is beyond our ken, and which religion reveals ; how

the argument for a future hfe is based upon the

changes which the human body undergoes at birth

and in its diiFerent stages of maturity ; and how the
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man who believes Scripture to have proceeded from

the Author of nature may well believe that the same

difficulties exist in it as in the constitution of nature.

Hence Butler infers that he who denies the truth

'

of Holy Writ on account of the difficulties to be found

in it may for the same reason deny the world to

have been formed by God. As inexplicable difficul-

ties are discovered in nature, it is not therefore sur-

prising, argues Butler, to find similar difficulties in

the Christian religion. The Bible is our one great

guide, though it is not pretended that by its pages

everything is fully explained.

It is nob intended by Butler (writes Napier) to present

what would be acknowledged to be a xatisfaetory account of

the matters whicli he has discussed, for this reason amongst

others, that satisfaction, in the sense in which it is required

by objectors, does not belong to such a creature as man.

And with reference to religion it is not a matter of specula-

tive curiosity, and the question is not whether the evidence

be satisfactory in the sense of objectors, but whether it he

sufficient for the piirpose for which God has intended it. It may

not satisfy curiosity, but it can, under God's blessing, make

wise unto salvation. It places man under the most solemn

responsibility to refuse not Him that speaketh from heaven,

and if the evidence be such as ought to convince his conscience

and influence his heart, it proves him and tries him, as one

who must give account to Him who will judge the world in

righteousness. Religion, then, so far as it is probationary,

has had its end upon all to whom it has been proposed with

evidence suitable and sufficient to induce their submission to
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God's will, and their unconditional acceptance of His free

gift of salvation. Butler glances at other considerations

besides these practical views, considerations derived from the

abstract truths of moral fitness and moral freedom. But with

a view to meet objectors on their own level, and notwithstand-

ing their avowed principles, Butler has not availed himself of

these higher truths. The actual government of the world is

a matter of fact—and so is its moral character—without

reference to the disputed questions of liberty and moral fit-

ness. The moral faculty which God has given to man, as

well as the moral rule of distributive justice, is a matter of

fact, a fact which we ascertain by a present experience ; and

that this rule will be hereafter acted on has been established

by a practical proof, confirmed by the natural analogy of

nature—not offered as ' demonstrative,' but as a practical

proof, a proof suitable and sufficient for the guidance of man

as a moral being impossible to be evaded or answered.

Religion implies in it numerous facts, and analogy confirms

all facts to which it can be applied ; and thus, so far as

natural religion is concerned, so far as the moral system

which is implied in it and the facts of that system are in-

volved, these have been shown to be credible and reasonable,

neither crushed by fatalism nor disparaged by premature and

partial judgment.

Napier concludes his lectures by an affectionate

allusion to his audience :

The hours of thoughtful preparation, and the hours of

our meeting together have been to myself pleasant and

profitable. If the leisure which God has given me, and the

sympathies with young men, which I feel as warm and as

fresh as in the earnestness of College competition—if these
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have in any degree enabled me to encourage, to elevate, to

help forward, any one of those whom I am here privileged

to address, the leisure has not been unprofitably squandered,

the sympathies have not been lavished away. The success of

this and the other kindred associations of our young men is

to me a subject of the deepest thankfulness to the great

Head of the Church. My connection with you as one of

your fellow labourers I regard as one of the happiest privi-

leges of my public life. Here we have seriousness without

gloom, earnestness without fanaticism, reason without ration-

alism. We honour Church and State, the truth and the

freedom which belong to the charter of both ; loyalty to our

Sovereign and love to our God are offered here as the genuine

homage of true Irish hearts. Go on in this spirit, with that

wise moderation which' is the privilege of conscious strength,

like the gentle messenger of Noah, with a mouth for the

olive branch, a heart for the ark, a wing for heaven. And
finally, remember that the reformed faith which we profess is

the restored Christianity, the pure' and primitive religion of

the one and only gospel of our Lord and Saviour.

A copy of this lecture was sent to Mr. Gladstone.

It was thus acknowledged :

Being myself (writes that distinguished statesman) much

more than an admirer, almost a worshipper of Bishop Butler,

I cannot avail myself of your very kind permission to leave

your gift unacknowledged by letter, but I must express along

with my thanks the vivid pleasure with which I learn that

you have been applying your distinguished abilities to the

study and elucidation of a writer perhaps better calculated

than any other in our language to supply us with safeguards

against the peculiar dangers of the age.
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During this period of enforced leisure we find

Napier travelling down to Oxford in the summer of

1862 to attend the Church Congress then being held

in that city. He spoke on this occasion upon the

best means of promoting the legitimate influence of

the Church in the House of Commons ; to effect this

object he strongly urged the necessity of lay co-ojDera-

tion in the working of the parochial system, and of a

more systematic method of holding conferences so as

to collect opinion on the different questions which

arose in connection with the working of the Church

system.

Napier appears to have been a constant attendant

at these Church Congresses, and was always when

present appointed to take a prominent part in the

discussions that ensued. In the autumn of 1864

we find him at Bristol, speaking upon his favourite

subject, the mutual relations of the Church in

England and Ireland. He warmly advocated the

claims of the Irish Church, and deprecated her treat-

ment as an inferior by the Church of England.

' You must drop that Church of England,' he cried,

' which is always grating on my ears. I protest

against it. There is no such church. There is the

Church of Christ in England, there is the Church of

England and Ireland—the United Church—the one

National Church of the realm.' The following year
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he was at Norwich, when he maintained that the

Committee of the Privy Council, then being warmly-

assailed by the Eitualists, from its mixed constitution

of judges and prelates, was a most perfect tribunal

for deciding appeals from the Ecclesiastical Courts.

He was, however, careful to state that such Committee

could only deal with Church doctrine so far as it

had been established by law. It had, he said, no

jurisdiction to declare doctrine nor to establish it by

law. Its province was jus dicere, non jus dare. In

1867 the Church Congress was held at Wolverhamp-

ton, and there Napier advocated an inquiry into the

causes which prevented Nonconformists from enter-

ing the Church, with the object if possible of removing

the difficulty. On this occasion he also strenuously

recommended the Church to busy herself so as to

bring the working-man who had been recently eman-

cipated by the Eeform Bill within her influence.

The last appearance of Napier at these meetings

was in the autumn of 1868, when the Church Con-

gress was held in Dublin. The subject of his paper

was how to increase the efficiency of church service ?

Many of his suggestions have since been adopted.

He advocated the omission of the Litany at morning

service when the Communion was administered, the

administering of the Communion as a separate and

distinct service, the preaching of shorter sermons, a
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greater attention to be paid by all curates to the

clear enunciation of their words, a more careful

selection of the hymns, and the rejection of all

innovations calculated to offend a congregation.

It was on this occasion that Lord Derby, at the

special request of Napier, consented to become a

vice-president ; though, wrote his lordship, ' I must

acknowledge that I have not a very high opinion of

the practical utility of Church Congresses in general,

but as a friend to the Irish branch of our establish-

ment I will not withhold my name if it be desired to

have it on the list of vice-presidents.'
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CHAPTEE VII.

ECCLESIASTICAL.

My soul aches

To know when two authorities are up,

Neither supreme, how soon confusion

May enter 'twixt the gap of both.

Coriolanus, act iii. so. I.

He that would do right to religion cannot take a more eifectual

course than by reconciling it with the happiness of mankind.

—

Tillotson.

It was evident, from the frequent attacks made upon

the Irish Church by the bringing forward of hostile

motions in the House of Commons, that the next

popular ' cry ' with which the Liberals would appeal

to the country in the hope of strengthening their

party and of heahng the divisions in their ranks,

would be that of the disestablishment of the Church

in Ireland. Already by speeches and pamphlets

the public were being made familiar with the views

of certain of the more prominent Liberals upon the

subject—how infamous it was that the Church of the

minority should occupy the power and position of

the Church of the majority ; how the population to

which she appealed was little more than half a
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million, yet in spite of such scanty following she

maintained two archbishops, a staff of bishops, and

was permitted to expend millions of public money

;

and how she had failed in every object for which

an established Church was upheld by the State. At

this time Mr. Dillwyn, the member for Swansea,

was the chief agitator of the party in asking jaun-

diced questions, moving inimical motions, and urging

the necessity of appointing committees of inquiry.

Napier was then in Dublin, and from the vantage

point of the leisure now accorded him he looked

down upon the spite and jealousies seething around

his beloved Irish Church, and saw what course ought

at once to be pursued to save her from the wrecking

schemes of the agitator. He wrote to Mr. Disraeli

upon the subject.

Mr. Dillwyn had moved for a Select Committee

To inquire how far the present distribution of endowments

for religious purposes througliout Ireland may be so amended

as most to conduce to the welfare of all classes of her Majesty's

Irish subjects ; to search the journals of this House for any

resolutions passed since the Act of the 39th and 40th George

III., cap. 67, having reference to the application of any

surplus revenue arising from ecclesiastical endowments in

Ireland ; and to report how far such resolution or resolutions

appear to have been subsequently carried into effect.

The member for Swansea supported his motion

by the well-worn arguments usually brought forward

K 2
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on sucli occasions—that the cause of the unsatisfac-

tory state of things in Ireland was due to the position

of ecclesiastical affairs in that country and to the

condition there of its rehgious endowments ; and

that the Act of Union interposed no obstacle to an in-

terference with the temporalities of the Irish Church.

There was no political need, he concluded, for such

an establishment as the Irish Church.

An amendment to this motion was moved by Mr.

H. Seymour, who urged the appointment of a Eoyal

Commission to inquire into the statistical condition of

the Irish Church, the population and income of the

several parishes, the relative numbers of Protestants

and Catholics in each, and other particulars, with a

view to the introduction of practical reforms.

As an old coadjutor (writes Napier to Mr. Disraeli, May

15, 1863),! venture to write a few suggestions relative to the

debate and division to be expected on Tuesday next on Dill-

wyn's motion relative to the Irish Church. We have fools

and fanatics amongst our own ranks who damage us occa-

sionally, and I think the contest for Tralee, or rather the

attempt to get up a contest, shows how embarrassing such men

may be to us, especially in Ireland. The point that has been

assiduously laboured here [in Ireland] is to infuse into the

Protestant mind the suspicion that we are prepared to com-

promise the interests of the Protestants for an Ultramontane

alliance, and the folly exhibited at Tralee has given occasion

to our foes (the Palmerstonians) to impress again and again

o n the public the danger of this alleged unholy alliance. I
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find suspicion rife everywhere, and the injury to our cause is

manifest. Now it is true that we cannot prevent the un-

scrupulous use of such calumny and such invention of the

enemy, but I think it is very desirable that on every legiti-

mate occasion it should be seen that we are in every respect

what we profess to be, the genuine Conservative party of the

empire.

It is on this account that I would earnestly suggest to

you the policy of taking a leading part in the debate on Dill-

wyn's motion. A good resistance to this as an attack on the

United Church, and therefore to be met by a flat negative,-

would be of much service to you with many influential and

intelligent men in Ireland, and would (I think) neutralise

the artifices now employed to damage us, as if we were Bour-

bonist or Ultramontane in our views and secret policy. If

Dillwyn can assail us successfully on arithmetical grounds

(after the manner of Colenso), I think he might not find it

difficult hereafter to select districts in England or Wales to

which a like measure of spoliation would be applicable. The

relative decrease of Protestants has not been as great as that

of Eoman Catholics ; and I believe it will be found that we

could spare above 69,000 before we would stand relatively to

Roman Catholics as we did in 1834. Besides, the efiect of

emigration has told more against us.

The change now going on, in consequence of modern

commercial policy, is breaking down the small farm system,

and it is difficult to say what may be the effect in a few years

when skill and capital and increased farms have become a

necessity amongst us. I think this is likely to tell in favour

of the Protestants.

But the Irish Church is so bound up with the settlement

of property here and with the union of the countries, that I

think it is not open to spoliate it in any way that may not
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affect England and the English Church. There is very re-

markable evidence given by the late A. E. Blake before the

Commons Committee on Ireland in 1824-25 (see p. 41, and

especially 744) in which he expresses his opinion in very

remarkable language that the Church ' is rendered as far as

the most solemn acts of the Legislature can render any insti-

tution fundamental and perpetual ; it is so declared by the

Act of Union betv?een Great Britain and Ireland. I think it

could not now be disturbed without danger to the general

securities we possess for liberty, property, and order; without

danger to all the blessings which we derive from being under

a lawful government and free constitution.' These are re-

markable words from a Roman Catholic of such influence

and intelligence. My belief is that there are many of the

well-conditioned Eoman Catholic laity who hold the same

views.

Seymour proposes an amendment which it is not unlikely

(from what I hear) the Government may adopt. But what-

ever are the merits of this proposal of Seymour, or whatever

good it might effect, it is not the answer that should be given

to such a motion as that of Dillwjm. For my own part,

I have no objection to the Commission suggested, though I

think it could merely provide some additional power to remedy

a few local anomalies. It could have but a small remedial

operation on the Church generally, whose efficiency must be

promoted by a more temperate policyamongst its own members,

greater regard for their own people, and less anxiety about

polemical controversy and proselytising. The debate on Shee's

last assault in 1854 (I think) established this—that our

available net income is about 70,000i. a year less than Shee

was willing to allow for a sufficient and efficient establishment

for the Irish Protestants. In order to make out a fund for

his ulterior measures in favour of his own Church, he had to
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exaggerate our resources into nearly double their true amount,

as was demonstrated in the debate, and the Secretary for

Ireland (Sir J. Young) admitted that having had access to

the official documents he could vouch for the accuracy of our

figures. Since that time the Government of Lord Palmerston

has stripped the Church of ' Ministers' money,' and so far

reduced our income. About one-third of the benefices are

under 200?. a year, many not worth more than 1001. to 150L

So that it is plain there is no question for spoliating us, if a

Church is to be maintained at all. It is a question for the

friends of the Church how it may have freer action and be

made more efficient, and any proposal for amending the laws

of Church temporalities should be favourably entertained, but

not perverted to the purpose of evading a hostile thrust from

such a hand as Dillwyn's.

I really must say that I think it would be a valuable

service to the Church and to our party, and would put you

in your true position in the eyes of some who have been

misled by the scepe cadendo of the Palmerstonian press, if

you would take up the question, and as our leader express

your views with your accustomed ability and force on Tuesday

evening.

The motion for inquiry, after being discussed on

three several nights, was disposed of without any-

direct decision of the House. A motion for the

adjournment of the debate having been negatived by

a division of 228 to 67, it was then moved that ' the

House should adjourn,' the practical effect of which

was to drop the question. To this motion the

Government did not object, and the House adopting
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it nein. con., the matter was thus disposed of. Mr.

Disraeli did not speak.

At a later date Napier writes again to Mr. Disraeli

upon the same subject. Mr. Dillwyn had again

brought forward his motion.

I know not (lie writes, March 25, 1865) whether you

propose to take part in the debate on Dillwyn's motion ; I

hope sincerely that you may. It is most desirable that it

should not be dealt with as a mere Irish squabble about the

Irish Church, but on its true merits as a movement of dissent

and democracy against a religious establishment and a landed

gentry. It has originated in England, it is the next move

after the repulse on the church rates in England, and it is

part of the programme of the ' coming men,' for in his letter

to Archbishop Cullen, or rather to the late Ultramontane

Lord Mayor of Dublin (Dec. 22, 1864), Bright announces

that the Liberal party are in want of a programme ; and so

the abolition of the Irish Church and of primogeniture, and

the change of proprietors by an agrarian revolution, are sug-

gested for the purpose of this confederacy. ... I regard

the whole of this movement as now under the direction of

the so-called Liberals, who are to constitute the party here-

after by which the institutions of the country are to be

assailed in the next great struggle of parties.

The motion of Dillwyn ' is evidently revised by some old

artful hand ; methinks John Russell is the man. It is the

first parallel for the siege. Now, in the first place, to separate

us in Ireland from the United Church and make a local assault

^ These were the words of the motion : ' That in the opinion of this

House the present position of the Irish Church Establishment is unsatis-

factory, and calls for the early attention of her Majesty's Government.'
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upon us witli a view to abolition is a fraud upon the Treaty

of Union. But another topic suggests itself wiicli no one

could work with better effect than yourself. There has been

of late a very improved feeling amongst the more intelligent

of both Churches in Ireland, and a growing desire to co-operate

more in matters of common interest to both. I may refer to

the fact of the absence of every man of position or property

from the metropolitan meeting presided over by the late

Lord Mayor, and attended by the Roman Catholic Archbishop

(C alien). None of any note attended at the Limerick meet-

ing. Two of the laymen who attended and made speeches

have publicly backed out of them and expressed their desire

to be at peace with their Protestant friends. The address to

Mr. Guinness to thank him for his munificent restoration of

St. Patrick's Cathedral has been supported heartily by many

influential Roman Catholics. They are sick of agitators and

schemers, and somewhat afraid of Penianism, and not dis-

posed to peril the general security of property. At such

a time to force upon us a religious war is base and cruel.

It must stop the progress and mar the prosperity of the

country.

My belief is that you cannot have English government

here without the Established Church, and any betrayal of it

would alienate all the Protestant feeling of the country. We
want to soften the antagonism of the Churches by encouraging

toleration and co -operation ; to make the members of the

United Church better churchmen and better Irishmen, with

less of polemical bitterness and less of Puritan exclusiveness

;

to make the Roman Catholic less papal and ultramontane,

and more truly national and loyal. I see a growing improve-

ment and a disposition to mutual concession—in fact towards

the wise and statesmanlike views of our great Edmund Burke,

whose statue will be inaugurated this year in the front of
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Trinity College. Our executive is very feeble. The Viceroy

[Lord Wodehouse] a mere political puppet, intelligent and

courteous, but with no social position and without the sem-

blance of that authority which should be reflected from the

Queen's representative. The law has been so feebly and so

partially administered as to produce very mischievous results.

I think you would confer a great benefit by speaking out on

Dillwyn's motion and exposing the real purpose of the ' New
Company.' Lowe would treat us as a convict colony ; Bright

would clear us out for new settlers or old ones on new terms

;

Dillwyn would repair by pulling down. I see no reason why

the Church may not be resolutely defended without the

smallest offence to the Eoman Catholics, and without preju-

dice to such concessions to them as are in themselves just

and liberal.

This motion fared no better than its predecessor.

It gave rise to a debate which was adjourned, and

nothing more was heard of the matter. Mr. Disraeli

took no part in the discussion that ensued. The

chief member of the opposition who combated the

views of Mr. Dillwyn was the present Viscount Cran-

brook, then Mr. Gathorne Hardy.

The leisure which Napier had somewhat unwill-

ingly enjoyed since his resignation of the Seals, was

now broken in upon by a class of work for which his

talents eminently quahfied him, and which was pecu-

harly after his own heart. Early in the year 1864, a

Eoyal Commission had been issued for the purpose of

considering the forms of subscriptions and declarations
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of assent required from the clergy of the Churches of

England and Ireland, and how far they might admit

of alteration. The subject had given rise to frequent

discussions in Parliament, and it was felt on all sides

that the sooner the matter was definitely settled the

better would it be both for clergy and laity. Upon

this Commission Napier was asked to sit and take

part in its labours, an invitation he gladly accepted.

He had for his colleagues the Archbishop of Canter-

bury (Dr. Longley), who presided over the Commis-

sion, the Archbishops of York (Dr. Thomson),

Armagh (Dr. Beresford), and Dublin (Dr. Trench),

the Bishops of London (Dr. Tait), Winchester (Dr.

Sumner), St. David's (Dr. Thirlwall), and Oxford (Dr.

Wilberforce), Lords Stanhope, Harrowby, Lyttelton,

Cranworth, and Ebury, H. H. Milman (the Dean

of St. Paul's), H. Goodwin (the Dean of Ely), E. P.

Bouverie, Stephen Lushington, Spencer Walpole,

Henry Venn, and others.

Thus at a glance it will be seen that the Commis-

sion was composed of men, both lay and clerical, of

all shades of opinion in the Church. These high per-

sonages were commanded by her Majesty to ' con-

sider and revise the various forms of subscription

and declaration required to be made by the clergy

of the United Church of England and Ireland on

ordination, or on appointment, admission, or indue-
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tion to any ecclesiastical dignity, benefice, curacy,

lectureship or office, and to report their opinion how

far they may be altered and simplified consistently

with due security for the declared agreement of the

clergy with the doctrines of the Church and their

conformity to its ritual.' The commissioners were

also commanded ' to consider the various oaths

required to be taken by the clergy of the United

Church of England and Ireland, on ordination, or on

appointment, admission, or induction to any ecclesias-

tical dignity, benefice, curacy, lectureship, or office,

and to report their opinion as to the expediency of

altering or dispensing with the said oaths or any of

them for the future.'

To understand the issue of this Commission, it is

necessary that we know to what a clergyman had at

that date to pledge himself before he could take Holy

Orders or accept preferment. Every person ordained

deacon or priest was then required first to subscribe

to the Articles of Eeligion as enjoined by a special

statute of Queen Elizabeth, binding him to obey the

Thirty-nine Articles ; next to subscribe to the three

articles of the Thirty-sixth Canon relating to the

royal supremacy, the use of the Book of Common
Prayer, and to acknowledge the Articles as being in

accordance with Scripture ; and lastly to take the oath

of allegiance and the oath of supremacy. Once or-
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dained, the priest or deacon on being licensed to a

stipendiary curacy was required to make tlie subscrip-

tions and take tlie oaths above mentioned as on ordi-

nation ; to declare that the stipend he was to receive

was to be paid him 'without any abatement in respect

of rent or consideration for the use of the glebe house,

and without any other deduction or reservation what-

ever ;
' to take the oath of obedience to his Bishop,

and to declare that he would conform to the Liturgy

of the United Church of England and Ireland. When

presented to a benefice or licensed to a lectureship

he had to subscribe to the above oaths with the ad-

dition of binding himself to read publicly in church

the morning and evening prayers, and to take the

oath against simony. Upon the clergyman in Ireland

the same oaths as in England were enforced, with the

additional guarantee that he had to subscribe to a

declaration against transubstantiation, and to take the

oath required by a special Act of Henry VIII. to

instruct the children of his parish in the English

language.

The commissioners sat for several weeks, at vari-

ous intervals, and early in the February of the

following year issued their report. ' We, your Majesty's

commissioners,' they said, ' in execution of the duties

entrusted to us, have considered the existing forms of

subscription and declaration with a view to reducing
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their number and simplifying tlieir character, and for

tliat purpose we have reviewed the various circum-

stances which from time to time led to their adop-

tion, and we have had regard to the altered circum-

stances of our own times. We have also considered

whether it is possible to remove from those forms any

expressions which have been by some deemed objec-

tionable, and yet to preserve their just force as safe-

guards for the agreement of the clergy with the

doctrine of the Church, and for conformity to its

ritual. We have further considered whether any of

the oaths now appointed to be taken can with safety

be altered or dispensed with.' The result of the

deliberations of the Commission was as follows :

That the declarations, subscriptions, and oaths

to be made and taken by the clergy of the United

Church of England and Ireland be the same in both

countries. That the oath required by the Act passed

in the reign of Henry VIII. to be taken by the clergy

in Ireland be discontinued.

That whenever a subscription or declaration be

required to be made in England or Ireland with

reference to the Articles of Eeligion or the Book of

Common Prayer, this form be used

:

I, A. B., do solemnly make the following declaration. I

assent to the Thirty-nine Articles of Eeligion, and to the

Book of Common Prayer, and of Ordering of Bishops, Priests,
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and Deacons ; I believe the doctrine of the United Church of

England and Ireland, as therein set forth, to be agreeable to

the Word of God ; and in public prayer and administration of

the sacraments I will use the form in the said Book prescribed

and none other, except so far as shall be ordered by lawful

authority.

Then followed certain minor matters of detail

relating to the time when the oath of allegiance and

supremacy should be taken, the retaining of the oath

of canonical obedience to the Bishop, and the decla-

ration as to the stipends of curates. A declaration was

also substituted for the oath against simony. ' We
have recommended,' said the commissioners, ' the

substitution of a declaration for the present oath

against simony ; to this recommendation we desire to

add an expression of our opinion that the law on the

subject of simony urgently requires revision.' This

expression of opinion was certainly not given before it

was needed.

From the papers before me it is evident that

Napier took a prominent part in the work of this

Commission, and was among the most active and

suggestive of its members. The following important

letter from Dr. Thomson, Archbishop of York, in

reply to a communication from Mrs. Gardiner, con-

firms this statement.

I had the pleasure (writes his Grace, March 13, 1883),

of sitting with the late Sir Joseph Napier on what was called
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the Subacription Commission, a commission for altering the

form in which the Thirty-nine Articles in the Prayer-Book

were to be subscribed. This Commission was a large, and on

that account somewhat unmanageable body,' and we conse-

quently spent a great deal of time in discussion which might

have been avoided in a smaller commission. When we came

to settle the exact form of words in which the declaration

should be made, our differences of opinion reached a climax.

I think we spent at least two days in discussing various sug-

gestions from different members of the commission on the

exact form of declaration. The late Bishop Thirlwall applied

his critical faculty with his utmost vigour, and no form of

words was found able to stand before it. It was proposed at

last to adjourn, and to make a resolution before we adjourned,

that the next meeting should be decisive.

Lord Lyttelton, who was one of the body, said, ' If any

one thinks that he will propose at the next meeting a form

of words which will satisfy the Bishop of St. David's, he is

probably much mistaken.' Bishop Thirlwall's surprise at

this estimate of his powers of objection was very amusing

;

but the estimate was certainly not overcharged.

Amongst other suggestions that had been printed for our

use, was one from Sir Joseph Napier, which by some over-

sight had hitherto passed almost unconsidered. In the in-

terval between the two meetings, our attention was somehow

directed, I think by Lord Harrowby, to this suggestion,

which was found to be of a very practical kind. When we

met again several of us urged the adoption of Sir Joseph

Napier's draft, which with some slight changes was adopted.

It may therefore be said that he relieved us from a great

difficulty and led to the practical conclusion of our protracted

discussions.

' It numbered twenty-six members.
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His Grace closes his letter by describing the im-

pression which intimacy with Napier made upon him.

It was always a pleasure to meet him ; his learning and dili-

gence, his fairness and humility, were conspicuous to all men,

and that charm of character which brings a man into sympathy

with those about him and earns true affection and goodwill,

was present in him in a remarkable degree. Amongst the

pleasures of declining life, I find it no small one to be able

to look back upon my intercourse with a man so admirable.

Dr. Goodwin, then Dean of Ely, and afterwards

Bishop of Carlisle, writes to the same effect.

Tour father and myself (writes his lordship to Mrs.

Gardiner, Jan. 23, 1883) were a good deal thrown together

by being called upon to serve upon two Royal Commissions

;

namely, the ' Clerical Subscription ' and the ' Ritual.' In

the questions discussed in both of these Commissions, Sir

Joseph Napier and 1 found ourselves frequently, though not

always, in agreement, and we consequently had much pleasant

intercourse. . . . You may perhaps be aware that the form

of subscription or ' declaration of assent ' now made by priests

and deacons at their ordination, and by clergymen on being

licensed to curacies or instituted to livings, is substantially

your father's composition. It came about thus.

The form of subscription in use at the time when the

Royal Commission was issued was of course scanned and

criticised by the Commissioners, and it was generally agreed,

in fact the appointment of the commissioners almost assumed,

that the form might be amended. The question was how ?

The commissioners were invited by the chairman (Archbishop

Longley) to make suggestions, and in accordance with the

invitation a number of suggestions were made. I forget how

S
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many, but 1 think half a dozen or more. The suggestions

having been printed were submitted to discussion one at a

time. The result was what might have been expected,

namely, that several proposals which seemed to have much to

recommend them fell to pieces under the influence of critical

discussion. Those who know the keen power of dissection

possessed by Bishop Thirlwall, and who remember that he

was a commissioner, will not be surprised by being told that

no proposal was likely to pass which had a single weak point.

However, the result of prolonged discussion and of the

consequent destruction of several proposals of amendment

was to make it tolerably clear to the minds of the commis-

sioners what were the essential points to be introduced into

the new or amended form. And upon one occasion a leading

commissioner, I think the Archbishop himself, impressed

upon us the fact that this was so ; he enumerated the neces-

sary features of a form which would prove satisfactory, and

appealed to the commissioners to say whether he had not

rightly represented the position in which the question then

stood. Whereupon the late Lord Harrowby (I think I am

right in giving this name) took up a copy of the paper which

had been put in by Sir Joseph Napier, and remarked that he

agreed with what had just been said, and that in his opinion

Sir Joseph Napier's proposal exactly answered the conditions

which had been enunciated. If I remember aright. Sir Joseph

Napier was not himself present on the occasion, but the sug-

gestion made concerning his paper met with general assent.

It was almost immediately agreed that it, should be taken

into consideration, and the result was that with certain verbal

amendments it was adopted, and so the existing ' declaration

of assent ' came to occupy the position which it now holds.

Though the proceedings of Eoyal commissioners are

private, except so far as they are divulged in authorised
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reports, I think that no harm can result at this distance of

time from my giving you the foregoing particulars. An in-

correct version of the story was current years ago and is per-

haps now forgotten ; what I have written, barring any possible

slips of memory as to details, may be relied upon as the testi-

mony of one who was present. It is right that your father

should have the credit which is due to him, as the chief in-

strument of removing a source of irritation and conferring a

permanent benefit upon the National Church.

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the

Bishop of London, and his old and vakied friend the

late Lord Harrowby, appear to have been one in

thought and action with Napier during the sitting

of this Commission.

Upon the issue of the report a Bill was intro-

duced by Lord Granville, on the part of the Govern-

ment, to give effect to the recommendations of the

commissioners. In proposing this Eeligious Tests

and Subscriptions Bill, Lord Granville stated that

' the alterations recommended by so great a weight

of authority had met with the general concurrence

of the clergy, and would, he thought, guarantee the

object which all had in view.' The measure en-

countered very little opposition in either House,

and before the session of 1865 came to an end, was

enrolled in the statute-book.

At the close of the deliberations of the Commis-

sion, Dr. Milman, the then Dean of St. Paul's, had de-

s 2
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livered a speech which was afterwards published in

Fraser's Magazine. The purport of this speech was

that conformity to the Liturgy was the best and

surest attainable security for the declared agreement

of the clergy with the doctrines of the Church ; that

subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles was not only

unnecessary but in a high degree objectionable ; and

that the only subscription required was that to the

Book of Common Prayer. These remarks were

refuted by Napier in a lucid and masterly pamphlet

which was published shortly after the appearance of

the Dean's article in Fraser. Looking at the question

as one of principle, Napier contended that the Church

ought to require those who were to be her commis-

sioned ministers to express their assent in some form

to the doctrine which they were to teach and

preach.

This must of necessity (said Napier) involve a reference

to the documents in which this doctrine is declared. These

are the Articles and the Formularies drawn up by the Church

adopted by the Legislature, and established by the law of

Church and State. The Articles were framed by the Church

avowedly ' for the avoiding of diversities of opinion, and for

the establishing of consent touching true religion.' According

to the royal declaration prefixed, they ' contain the true doc-

trine of the Church of England, agreeable to God's Word.'

They do not profess to furnish a complete body of dogmatic

theology, but they define what was received, they clear what

was obscured, and they condemn what is repugnant to the
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Holy Scriptures. They embody and express the Church's

authoritative decisions on the matters therein determined,

and in a peculiar though not exclusive sense they constitute

the Church's code of doctrine.

The Dean, on the other hand, maintained that the

doctrines of the English Church were not only more

simply, but " more fully, and assuredly more win-

ningly," taught in the Liturgy than in the Articles.

Napier denied this assertion. It was true, he said,

that there were declarations of doctrine in the

Liturgy, but only to a Umited extent. The Book of

Common Prayer was compiled not for the determining

of controversies of faith, but for the establishing an

uniform order of Common Prayer, and the administra-

tion of the Sacraments. The Articles were drawn up

in pursuance of the authority of the Church, to settle

controversies of faith in accordance with Scripture ;

the Prayer Book was compiled in execution of the

power of the Church, so far limited that nothing

should be ordained that was repugnant to Scripture.

The provisional element in the Prayer Book was as

distinctive as the permanent element in the Articles.

The very excellence of the Liturgy, argued Napier,

as a code of devotion, rendered it unfit to be the

pecuhar test of doctrine. It tended to profane

devotional feeling if they associated the harmony of

prayer and praise with doubtful disputations.
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Although (he says) a deficiency in the Articles may be

supplied, or a doubt may be removed by a distinct declaration

of doctrine in the Prayer Book, yet the occasion for this is

found to be exceptional. The fact of the Creeds having been

incorporated into the Articles shows the anxietyof the Church

to have a distinct code of doctrine, and to keep the Book of

Common Prayer for the pure and peaceful purpose of undis-

turbed devotion.

But, continued the Dean, the Articles were

negative, were controversial, and contained things

hard to be understood. Napier replied that if they

were negative, so was the law given from Sinai ; if

they were controversial, so were some of the Catholic

Epistles, and two at least of the creeds contained in

the Prayer Book to which Dr. Milman would retain

subscription ; and as for containing things hard to be

understood, so did all the Epistles of St. Paul. To

assert, as the Dean had asserted, that the doctrinal

teaching of the Prayer Book was as full or as

complete—he would leave more winningly out of the

question—as that of the Articles was absurd. Where

in the Prayer Book, asked Napier, were Pelagian

perversions met as in the Ninth Article, and where

was the great doctrine of Justification stated as in

the Eleventh ? Where was the scriptural position of

works in the Christian scheme declared as in the

Eleventh, Twelfth, and Thirteenth Articles ? Where

was the sinlessness of Christ and of Him alone so
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explicitly declared as in tlie Eifteentli, that special

bulwark against heresies ? One of the most dange-

rous doctrines of modern Eationalists was denounced

with apostohcal severity in the Eighteenth. Where

had they 7n the Prayer Book an equivalent for that

great foundation Article—the Sixth ? ' I might

easily,' he says, ' extend the contrast. It is not

necessary for me to do more than to estabhsh that

the Prayer Book is not of itself sufficient for the

acknowledged purpose of subscription. It is con-

sistent and concurrent, but it is not coextensive with

the Articles.'

In the Book of Common Prayer and the Articles,

the Church, contends Napier, has a double protec-

tion. In neither is it pretended that a complete

and satisfactory account of the mysteries of our

faith is furnished. It is not for man speculatively

to determine how or in what measure the divine

element has been blended with the human. There

may be sufficiency without perfection, and we

should collect the gracious purpose of God from

what He has done and given, not from any pre-

conceived notion of what we think He must have

designed. ' There are many things,' wrote Bishoj)

Thirlwallin his charge to his clergy in 1863, ' in which

our highest wisdom is to resign ourselves to the con-

sciousness of our ignorance, and to the certainty that
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on this side the grave we shall never know more of

them than we do.'

The substance of the Articles and the spirit of

the Prayer Book, writes Napier in conclusion, should

always be combined, since the rules for the true con-

struction of both have now been judicially settled.

The Articles should be construed in the plain, usual,

and grammatical meaning of the words, so far

modified as to avoid absurdity, contradiction, or

repugnance throughout the whole. In the Prayer

Book what is devotional is not to be confounded with

what is dogmatical. We are to distinguish. What

is dogmatical is to be dealt with as if in the Articles,

whilst the devotional services are not to be treated

as declaratory, nor to be construed by the hard rules

of a rigid logic. The Articles and the Prayer Book

should be so understood and so interpreted as to be

reconcilable and consistent ; the Church does not

exact subscription to them separately, but as one

transaction. Says the Dean of St. Paul's, in requiring

subscription to the Articles and the Prayer Book

taken together, there is ' a very dangerous, a very

objectionable, a very immoral trial of the conscience.'

If the Articles then, contends Napier, are not fit to

be subscribed, they should be superseded and

suppressed. They ought not to remain as a part, as

the main part, of that doctrine which ' this Church
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and realm has received,' and the ministration of

which in its fulness is made the subject of a de-

liberate pledge solemnly given on receiving priest's

orders. Should any presume to minister if he cannot

morally subscribe the doctrine ?

Has the Dean of St. Paul's (asks Napier as his final ques-

tion) considered this consequence of his proposal ? He can-

not escape from it. Subscription or non-subscription has no

effect on the doctrine as declared and established. It does

not create nor abridge the obligation which the law of the

Church and the law of the State imposes on him who takes

holy orders—an obligation altogether irrespective of sub-

scription. The subscription is to attest his moral and believ-

ing assent to this doctrine, and so far as it is not fit to be

subscribed, it is not fit to constitute a part of the Church's

code. The Dean does not seek to prune ; he lays the axe to

the root of the tree ;
' cut it down, why cumbereth it the

ground ? ' His argument is directed against all the Articles

as a code of definite and dogmatic doctrine ; the language of

some and the seeming inutility of others is only brought

forward in aid of the general attack which he makes upon

the whole. An ancient mansion may not be the less con-

venient for a modern household because it has some old-

fashioned apartments seldom, if ever, occupied.

Whatever may be said of obsolete expressions or question-

able passages in the Articles or the Prayer Book, it has not

been shown that there exists any real impediment to giving

a general honest assent to both as the Church's repository of

doctrine and devotion

—

Truth's consecrated residence, the seat

Impregnable of liberty and peace.
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Shortly after the pubhcation of this pamphlet,

Napier crossed over to the Isle of Wight and enjoyed

a brief holiday at Eyde. Though an idle man, he

was watching carefully the course of events, and

expecting when the tide turned to be borne on its

flood again to office. More than once in the corre-

spondence before me he writes upon the chances of

the Conservatives being returned to power, and then

the judicial work after which he hungered being

offered him. The gist of his letters is that his party

must shortly, though not at present, be reinstated in

office. The fact was that England at this date was

content to allow things to remain as they were so long

as Lord Palmerston remained at the head of affairs.

After him might come the deluge, but not before his

departure. Neither was there then any occasion for

agitation or discontent. The country was at peace

with her neighbours ; trade was sound and flourish-

ing, the revenue was buoyant, party feuds were

dormant, and there seemed to prevail among all

classes a general acquiescence in the opinion that

' old Pam,' whose career could not in the course

of nature be long protracted, might safely be trusted

to continue at the helm, especially since the vessel

required so little steering and the waves around

were smooth. Napier, writing to his brother-in-law,

James Whiteside, reflected these views.
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I have been thinking over the political future. I believe

that our party is still very effective as a Conservative oppo-

sition, subject to some qualification which I shall notice.

But I do not see at present any reasonable ground for ex-

pecting a change of regime until Palmerston is set aside.

The country is gaining wealth by commerce and manufactures,

and this engenders a good deal of political indolence and

laxity. To tide over difficulty, to get principles in what seems

to be most convenient [sic] for the occasion, to avoid col-

lisions and evade difficulties, these are the prevailing disposi-

tions. And I think you will find the tendency to be to give

up everything that does not touch what is felt by all to be

vital. Thus it is that we appear as a party without any

distinctive policy or decided attitude, and without leaders

who exercise the moral influence of men who not only com-

mand confidence but respect. I doubt very much whether

Lord Derby has any desire to leave his present easy position.

And yet there is no other head to whom we can look up.

He has many fine qualities and great ability, but of late he

has not, I think, looked after his men as a leader should who

desires to keep up his commandership. Our men have been

left to drift when they should have been carefully piloted,

and thus have they got on the rocks on more than one

occasion.

And now it was that Napier again came before

his favourite audience, the Dublin Young Men's

Christian Association, to deliver a thoughtful and en-

couraging lecture (February 8, 1866), upon what he

called 'The Irish Difficulty.' Across St. George's

Channel an idea then largely prevailed that it was

useless for Irishmen to bestir themselves, since the ob-
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Stacks they had to surmount were beyond their

strength—that there was some irremovable, though

undefined hindrance to improvement, something that

would ever render their efforts for advancement hope-

less and unavailing. The burden laid upon Ireland,

said the idle and discouraged, crushed all energy and

paralysed all action. What with the pressure of

taxation, the divisions engendered by religious differ-

ences, the effect of absenteeism, the flux of emigra-

tion, the imperfect drainage of land, the depression

caused by bad seasons, the stingy expenditure of

pubhc money and the like, it was sheer waste of

strength and effort to attempt to defeat such a combi-

nation. Against this unmanly and indolent teaching

Napier raised his voice in stern protest.

It had been well observed, he said, by Professor

Dugald Stewart, that ' to correct an error or to ex-

plode a prejudice is often of more essential importance

to human happiness than to enlarge the boundaries

of science.' Many years had elapsed since he first

heard of what had been called ' the Irish difliculty.'

It had become a kind of proverb, and had been in

some degree looked upon as ' a lion in the path ' of

their national progress. It had more or less haunted

the minds of people in Ireland with the apprehension,

that there was some hindrance to improvement, suffi-

cient to paralyse their energies and to nourish and
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excuse inaction. The existence of such a feeling was,

he argued, fatal to progress.

Let me remind you (said Sir Joseph) that faith in social

progress is a guarantee of order as well as of prosperity.

There is a divine law that regulates that progress, that sub-

jects society to its imperative requirements, that calls upon

us not only to encounter difficulties but to make them sub-

servient to the higher purposes of human life. Under the

belief that the common notion of ' the Irish difficulty ' is a

prejudice that should be exploded, and desirous as I am
that the young men of this Association should be encouraged

to acquire truthful, temperate, and manly notions as to their

rights and duties as citizens of the United Kingdom, as well

as to the proper claims that their native country now has and

hereafter must have upon them as patriotic Irishmen, I

venture to bring before you the subject of 'the Irish

difficulty.'

In the divine economy, difficulty is generally designed to

be subservient to man's moral discipline. It is used to arouse

and stimulate us to exertion, to impress us with a conviction

. of our dependence on God. On the other hand, it is some-

times the penal consequence of opportunity neglected ; of

indolence and irregularity long continued.

The fig-tree that was luxuriant in its rank foliage was

barren of fruit; the law of its natural condition had been

contravened, and it was smitten with a blight under a

judicial sentence. A lesson of the deepest wisdom is lodged

in the parable. It may be our lot, indeed, to encounter much

difficulty which we have not consciously created, but for the

manner and the spirit in which we meet it, we cannot but be

responsible to God and our neighbour. The Author of our

being is the Author of our place in the order of existence, and
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having disposed and marshalled us by a divine tactic, not

according to our will, but according to His, He has, in and by

that disposition, virtually subjected us to act the part which

belongs to the place assigned us.

Napier then indulged in a little historical disqui-

sition upon his favourite topic, the existence of the

Irish Church. It was about seven hundred years, he

said, since Ireland (or rather a part of it) came under

the dominion of the monarch of England. Whatever

else was doubtful, this was clear, that the Pope of that

day was an a,ccomplice in the transaction, and native

chiefs, whose name was legion, were accessories after

the fact. Long before that event took place, Christi-

anity had, however, found its way into the land. The

early Church of Ireland, the Church of St. Patrick,

was episcopal and domestic, and it recognised the

divine and supreme authority of Holy Scripture. The

fact was conclusively established, continued Napier,

that

Our ancient Church existed for several centuries before

the English invasion and the papal intrusion, and that those

politicians in England who have recently been looking out

for a programme for their party, and propose to free Ireland

from the Church as ' a badge of conquest,' have by a curious

infelicity proscribed the only institution that is emphatically

our own. It was the gift of the King of kings ; we have it by

divine right.

At an early period, proceeded the lecturer, the
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Christian religion had been embraced and cherished

by pious men in Ireland witli great zeal, and that had

led to an extensive adoption of the contemplative life,

and to the cidtivation of learning and the useful arts.

Ireland was blessed by the advent of Christianity,

and by the learning that was the handmaid of that

religion. ' The king's daughter, all glorious within,'

had ' her virgin companions.' Science flourished in

the seventh and eighth centuries. Then came the

Danish invasion and all the desolation of war ; then

the destruction of the retreats of learning and of

piety. That was followed by civil distraction, igno-

rance, povertjr, and barbarism. The Church degene-

rated and the State became decomposed, so that a

pretext was afforded for the intervention of England

to restore civil order and religious life.

At that rude period, said Napier, Eome exercised a

growing influence over the religious mind of the West.

From the imperial city had come much of the learning

that had been preserved from barbarian spoil. The

papal power was at first used with moderation and

sagacity, until it grew into a strength that was difficult

to be resisted. Every available instrument was used to

increase it. Every turn in the affairs of the countries

of Christendom was watched with a view to push

forward the papal power to the utmost. The Papacy

was a State as well as a Church ; it sought to establish
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a kingdom emphatically of this world. Its interven-

tion in the affairs of Europe was impartially described

by Judge O'Hagan, in a published argument :
—

' Thus

it was that in bad times, in times of turbulence and

barbarism, the claims of the Popes to the sovereignty

of almost every kingdom in Europe grew up in silence

and were admitted and sanctioned by nearly all the

ruling powers. It must be quite obvious that those

claims had not their origin in the gospel, nor in the doc-

trine of the Catholic Church, but in the state of society,

in the mistaken zeal or in the ambition of some Popes
;

a zeal and ambition excited and directed by an in-

satiable avarice, pride, and thirst of power in their

followers and dependents.'

So far then (said Napier), we find that the ancient Church

of Ireland was national and not papal, and that papal en-

croachment on the civil government was not scriptural, nor

was it in accordance with true Catholic doctrine. We will

further find that the ancient constitution of England in the

common law of the land, as well as the Church of the Refor-

mation in the Thirty-seventh Article of Religion, maintains

that the king ia, under God, Supreme Governor of all estates

in the realm, whether they be civil or ecclesiastical. St.

Peter himself, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, has

admonished us to ' submit ourselves to every ordinance of

man for the Lord's sake, whether it be to the king as

supreme.'

The vindication of that fundamental doctrine of

our Church and State had been difficult and costly

;
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it filled up many an important chapter in history.

But it was vital to freedom ; freedom for every class

in the community. The monster difficulty of Ire-

land had been mainly occasioned by dividing the

kingdom against itself. That had been done in

disregard of the apostohc injunction. A greater

than St. Peter had told them what was the penalty

of such division—the fate of a kingdom that became

so divided. Yet long before the era of the Reforma-

tion there had been stringent laws enacted from time

to time in England to restrict papal intervention and

prevent encroachment.

Nor, continued Napier, had the struggle against

foreign interference been confined to this kingdom.

The celebrated Galilean liberties could never be

blotted out of European history, and there was not a

country in Europe, with the exception of the Eoman

states, in which the right of the civil authority to

restrain papal interference had not been more or less

exercised. England was predoomed to be free. The

very first clause in Magna Charta was—'First, we

have granted to God, and by this our present charter

have confirmed for us and our heirs for ever, that

the Church of England shall be free, and shall have

all her whole rights and liberties inviolable. We

have granted also and given to all the freemen of our

realm, for us and our heirs for ever, these liberties

T
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underwritten, to have and to hold to them and their

heirs of us and our heirs for ever.'

How then is it, that under the Crown—the free con-

stitution of England—how is it that Ireland should appear

so often as an aggrieved complainant, as if she were let

and hindered in the path of progress, or had come under the

spell of a blighting and adverse influence ? That is a large

question. True it is, Ireland is under the same Crown and

the same free constitution as Great Britain ; true it is, there

is civil liberty and equality, and religious freedom is secured

by that constitution to all creeds and classes. But how

remarkable is the contrast between the historical antece-

dents of the two countries ? The solid foundation of England's

prosperity was laid in the work of the Reformation. It was

national. It was allied with deep religious feeling, in hearts

narrow and exclusive perhaps, but earnest and resolute. It

was associated with that indomitable love of freedom that is

an instinct of the English people. The policy of Elizabeth,

guided by the wisdom of the incomparable Cecil and sustained

by the spirit and energy of the nation, upheld the Queen's

sovereignty over all estates of the realm, and the canonical

Scriptures, and these only, were declared by the Church to

be the rule of faith. That was also established by the State.

On those fundamental positions was raised the structure of

civil and religious liberty.

Civil liberty came in its natural order, as atten-

dant on religious freedom. Niebuhr had observed on

the providential course of events in England—the

Eeformation first, and the Eevolution aftervv^ards.

The Eeformation settled the faith of the Church

upon the abiding truth of the sure Word of God, and



ECCLESIASTICAL 27o

the Eevolution settled the freedom of the State upon

the basis of the Protestant rehgion. The hberties of

England were bound up with the imperishable work

of the Eeformation.

But how different was the course of events in Ireland ?

The Anglo-Norman Church of the English Pale had been

dissociated from Irish sympathies, and by an intermittent con-

nivance with the Papacy, was kept up as a political convenience

for England.

It is too great a subject to discuss minutely at present.

My immediate object is to direct attention to this, that the

Reformation in Ireland was but limited and partial in its

introduction: it was not, as in England, popular and

national ; that the historical antecedents of the country, and

also the course of English government, had tended to array

much of the national feeling, and to excite the energy of the

papal hostility against the movement. ... If the native

language had been turned to its true account, and the old

domestic Church beyond the English Pale had been induced

to return to the faith of the period when the simplicity of

the Gospel was not clouded or corrupted, if the policy of

public instruction commended by Bacon and Cecil had been

patiently and perseveringly pursued, the Protestant religion

and domestic government might at last have been made

acceptable to the great body of the people. What an amount

of difficulty could have been banished for ever by such a

course of policy ?

Napier then proceeded to discuss the question

of the Union

:

At that date the Roman Catholic had been assured
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that when the two kingdoms should be incorporated into

one, civil privileges should be extended to him which could

not have been granted without distrust whilst Ireland was a

separate State and the Protestants were in the minority.

Those privileges were afterwards conferred by the Imperial

Parliament. In an address to the members of their Church,

dated in the year 1830, signed by the twenty-seven Eoman

Catholic Prelates in Ireland, they said :
—

' And that Legisla-

ture which gave to you without reserve all the privileges you

desired, is not that Legislature entitled to your reverence and

love ? We trust that your feelings on this subject are in

unison with our own, and that a steady attachment to the

constitution and laws of your country, as well as to the person

and government of your gracious Sovereign, will be manifest

in your entire conduct. . . . Labour, therefore, in all things

to promote the end which the Legislature contemplated in apss-

ing this Bill for your relief, to wit, the pacification and improve-

ment of Ireland. Let religious discord cease ; let party feuds

and civil dissensions he no more heard of; let rash, unjust, and

illegal oaths he not even named amongst you ; and if sowers

of discord or sedition should attempt to trouble your repose, seek

for a safeguard against them in the protection afforded by the

law.

The Protestants of Ireland had in their turn been assured

that they would occupy under the Union an improved posi-

tion. The State, the Church, the Legislature of Ireland, were

to be united with the State, the Church, and the Legislature

of England. It was an international treaty in its very nature

permanent, because on each side there was the giving up of

the separate and independent existence of a State, a Legisla-

ture, and a National Church. The weaker party could only

be eflfectually secured by the peculiar character of the treaty.

It professed to be based upon the union of the two national
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Churches as the fundamental article of the treaty. They had

long before been one in doctrine, discipline, and ceremony,

with the same Articles of Religion, the same ritual, the same

Holy Scriptures—the same Supreme Governor, the same

relation to the mixed monarchy and to the settled constitu-

tion of England. In State documents, for centuries before,

they had been occasionally described by the collective name

of ' this Church of England and Ireland.'

Yet there were two distinct national Churches of the two

kingdoms at the time of the Union, and the effect of the Act

of Union was to incorporate them into the one National and

United Church of England and Ireland. It was a union and

incorporation of the two separate establishments, by which

the Protestants of Ireland were assured that they would be

identified with the property and population of the empire, and

placed on such a strong and natural foundation as to be above

every apprehension and fear from adverse interest. In making

the union of the national Churches the basis of the union of

the kingdoms, they would find that the foundation was well

and truly laid in accordance with the soundest views of en-

lightened policy. Edmund Burke looked to the Church in

Ireland ' as a great link towards holding fast the connection

of Religion with the State, and preserving the connection

of England and Ireland.' Indeed the union of the two

national Churches was essential to the completion and the

permanence of the union of the two States under the mixed

monarchy and the free constitution of England, as finally

secured by the Act of Settlement.

Such, then, having been the character of the Union,

whatever tends to prevent the treaty from being fully

realised is a difiiculty that ought to be removed. I have

stated in Parliament what I still hold to be a sound opinion,

that it is much to be regretted that all the questions that
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were involved in the union were not closed and settled at the

first, and both Protestants and Roman Catholics in Ireland

at once put in the position which they had a right to expect

under the arrangement, as citizens of the United Kingdom.

I can answer for the Protestants of Ireland, that whatever be

the difficulty of making good the explicit assurance given to

them of a complete identity of privilege with their Protestant

brethren in England, it is a difficulty which they will gladly

help to remove. Whatever be the peculiarities of their con-

dition in Ireland, however they have been brought into a

position of comparative disadvantage, I hold it to be clear

and certain that the destiny of the great Protestant institu-

tions of the United Kingdom as now secured (the Church

and the Crown), is one and the same in the two countries.

The truest Protestant in either country is the steadfast friend

of that living progress that is the expression of a healthy

energy in society. He will abide by scriptural truth, and

desire to spread its influence ; he will abide by constitutional

freedom, and preserve it unimpaired. He will not forget that

our Church is not only a keeper and a witness of Holy Writ,

but a helpmeet for a free State that is pledged to be the

guardian of the rights and privileges of every loyal subject to

the Queen.

As part of the National Church of England and Ireland,

the Irish branch has, I freely admit, a difficult and a respon-

sible duty to perform in the circumstances in which she is

providentially placed. She has to diffuse the equities and

reflect the genial influence of the British constitution with

which she is indissolubly connected, and she has to do that

public service without any compromise of those higher duties

for the due discharge of which she is directly responsible to

her Lord and Master. . . . The aspect of the Church as the

national Church, and of her ministers as public servants, is
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not hidden from the observation of the people in many-

districts, where in the rector of the parish the poor man finds

a considerate and kindly friend, and the rich man meets an

intelligent companion. Where the rights of property are not

forgotten and absenteeism has but ill provided for the claims

of the tenantry upon the friendly counsel and the considerate

regards of the proprietor, the presence of an educated and

kind-hearted minister of Christ, impressed with the highest

sense of duty to God and his neighbour, bound by his ordi-

nation vow ' to maintain and set forth quietness, peace, and

love,' and imbued with the sanctifying influences of family

life in a Christian household, is beyond all question a benefit

(if not a blessing) to ^11 sorts and conditions of men around

him. Such a man is ' a light of the world, holding forth the

word of life.' Surrounding darkness can never be a sufiicient

plea for extinguishing a solitary light.

The old customs of Ireland tended to confine the useful

arts which require skilled labour, and those arts which depend

to a certain extent on natural genius, to certain races in

succession. And although that was sufficient to preserve

them from total decay, it was an obstacle to general improve-

ment, and made the people cling tenaciously to their own

old-fashioned ways and habits of life. That Irish peculiarity,

and the influence of clanship by which the people were ever

led to look for and expect protection and guidance, has made

it doubly important to have them brought everywhere and in

every practicable form under the influences of civilisation.

I was much pleased to find that in the volume which

Lord Brougham ' has recently published on the British

' So highly did Lord Brougham estimate the scholarship and talents

of Napier, that he wished to entrust to his hands the revision of the

chapter on the Church, should a new edition of his work on the British

Constitution be required.
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Constitution—the result of early study and an experience

almost unequalled for tlie extent of enlightened and intelligent

observation—he says : ' In Ireland, where the position of the

clergy is exceedingly difficult, from the great preponderance

in number of the lloman Catholics and the influence of the

priesthood, the good conduct of the clergy is exemplary,

although they are almost unavoidably drawn occasionally into

party feuds; but they are a contrast, and should be an

example, to their brethren of the Komanist persuasion.'

The solution of t?ie ' Irish difficulty,' said Napier,

was no very arduous or impossible matter. Let

religious dissensions cease, suppress all organised

sedition against constituted authority, enlighten

ignorance, and imitate the self-reliance, intelligence,

and industry of the Enghsh people, and it would

soon be found that there was no more an Irish

difficulty than an Enghsh one.

The remedies for difficulty are to be found in the acquisi-

tion of knowledge and in the performance of duty. We are

not to revenge on Government or on society the inflictions

which we have brought down upon ourselves. No Govern-

ment, no power of Parliament, can repeal or modify one

provision in that code which God has stereotyped. To

struggle against laws that are the expression of the Divine

Will is a hopeless, if not a sinful effort. To study and

submit, to know and to apply, to see wherein our strength

and our capabilities consist, to accommodate ourselves to

the conditions of the age in which we live and the circum-

stances in which we are placed, is at once our wisdom and

our duty. We have a long lee-way to pull up, but if we
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read the past faithfully we may enter on the future hopefully.

There is a proverb that I learned in the North in my younger

days— ' a stout heart to a stiff hill.'

There is no real force of character to be found, no proper

self-respect can exist, where the moral element is deficient or

depreciated ; there cannot be a healthy public opinion without

general intelligence and moral liberty. We are, I admit, some-

times ungenerously and, I would add, unwisely dealt with by

English journals, in their wholesale and indiscriminate sneers

and censures. There are amongst us those who are proudly

conscious of the injustice of that treatment. We are burthened

with the entire pressure of what ought to be diffused over

past centuries of English policy and past periods of Irish

strife. But on the other hand, we have not, as a people,

acquired that conscious self-respect and manly self-reliance

that always command the respect of others.

We have not mutual confidence ; we are wanting in true

patriotic feeling ; we have not a protective public opinion,

founded on moral manliness and cultivated intelligence. We
busy ourselves so much about the opinions of our neighbour,

that we sometimes overlook our own practical duties. We
are more occupied about our contentious differences than in

an honest effort at united action for the common good of our

country.

Look at the matter plainly. What real impediment is

there in the way of our advancing in the path of such pro-

sperity as is allotted to our climate and soil, and to the capa-

bilities of our people ?

I have gone over the evidence given before Colonel Dunne's

Committee in the last Session of Parliament, the most recent

repository of Irish grievances. The pressure of taxation, the

effect of absenteeism, the imperfect drainage of land, the flux

of emigration, the depression caused by three bad seasons,



'282 LIPE OF SIR JOSEPH NAPIER

the changes going on in the small farm system and in the

uses of land, and the stingy expenditure of public money in

Ireland as compared with the profuse outlay in England

—

these, I think, constitute in the main the sum and substance

of Irish complaint. I do not say that it is exact, nor do I say

that it is exhaustive. But what is the good of moaning over

grievances ? We get up deputations, but what is their

value ?

Behold, we know not anything

;

I can but trust that good shall fall

At last—far off—at last, to all,

And every winter change to spring.

So runs my dream ; but what am I ?

An infant crying in the night

;

An infant crying for the light

;

And with no language but a cry.

Nearly three hundred years ago Lord Bacon made this

profound and noble appeal :
—

' And surely when I set before

me the condition of these times, from the height of men's

wits ; the excellent monuments of ancient writers, which as

so many great lights, shine before us ; the art of printing

;

the traversed bosom of the ocean and the world ; the leisure

wherewith the civilised world abounds, and the inseparable

quality that attends time itself, which is ever more and more

to disclose truth ; I cannot but be raised to the persuasion

that the learning of this third period of time, blessed beyond

former times by sacred and divinely inspired religion, will

far surpass the learning of Greece and Rome, if men will but

well and wisely know their own strength and weakness, and

instead of tearing and rending one another with contradic-

tions, and in a civil rage bearing arms and waging war

against themselves, will conclude a peace, and with joint forces

direct their strength against Nature herself, and take her

high towers and dismantle her fortified holds, and thus enlarge
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the borders of man's dominion so far as Almighty God of

His goodness shall permit.' Young men of this associa-

tion, let me add one word emphatically to you before I

close. Let me press upon you, as the hope of the rising

generation, the sin of every form of strife that tends to divide

your country against itself. I have not sought to entangle

you in any of the controverted questions on which difference

of opinion prevails, nor have I offered a specific solution of

any. I have thought it more for your moral benefit to

suggest principles by which you should be guided in forming

your own unbiassed and independent judgments. Above all,

I have sought to impress you with an abhorrence of every

form of factious strife and division. I have told you to be

self-reliant. Be so, in humble dependence on God, and not

unmindful of your duty to your neighbour. ' The thing to

be lamented ' (says Butler) ' is, not that men have so great a

regard to their own good or interest in the present world, for

they have not enough ; hut that they have so little to the good

of others. And this seems plainly owing to their being so

much engaged in the gratification of particular passions

unfriendly to benevolence, and which happen to be most pre-

valent in them, much more than to self-love.'

Our Blessed Lord, in one of the most beautiful of His

parables, has reminded us

That we have all of us one human heart.

He has taught us that alien race and hostile creed neither

quench nor repel 'the charity that suffereth long and is

kind.'

The charities that soothe, and heal and bless,

Are scattered at the feet of man like flowers.

The generous inclination, the just rule,

Kind wishes and good actions and pure thoughts

—

No mystery is here.
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It is emphatically the time to bring the pure principles

and the divine energy of Christianity to bear, as much as in

our power, on the working of society, in the household, in

the association, in all the actions and the intercourse of our

daily life. Let heresies of duty be regarded as not less

opposed to the divine rule of life than heresies of opinion

to the divine rule of faith. Above all, remember that the

highest subject for your understanding, the noblest object of

your aifections, He in whom the divine and the human meet

in the fulness of a mysterious perfection, our Great Exemplar,

triumphant over every difficulty, to whom ' all power is given

in heaven and in earth '—King of kings and Lord of lords,

the greatest and mightiest of beings—was the gentlest and

the kindest and the best.

Within the last few years attempts have been

made to solve the ' Irish difHculty ' after a different

fashion to that suggested by Napier. We have yet

to learn that the means employed have so far been

successful as to justify us in condemning the tact and

wisdom contained in this lecture. Has the abohtion

of the Irish Church led to the advantages prophesied

by the advocates of that measure, or has it but

intensified the evils complained of?

At this time Mr. MonseU was agitating to alter

the Oath required to be taken by Eoman Cathohc

members in Parliament, and in its stead to substitute a

simple oath of allegiance. Napier opposed the change.

You will soon have (he writes to James Whiteside) the
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question of the Oaths, and if you look to the incidents of the

late election you will find that there are some of our men

committed to the seductive scheme of one oath, i.e. in effect to

give up the old national oath of supremacy, the very corner-

stone of the constitution. I know that there are many of our

men who will contend to the death for the preservation of the

oath, but the party will be divided, the Liberals will chuckle

over us, and after one or two divisions in our favour in the

House of Lords, we shall at last see the concession made and

Protestant confidence and sympathy shaken. But I may be

drawing too gloomy a picture, and yet, if our leaders do not

convene their party and lay down some distinct programme

of policy by which, as a party, we are prepared firmly to

abide, I see nothing before us but a gradual loosening of our

hold upon the best part of the Protestant middle class in

England and Ireland. Without their sympathy and cordial

support we can do nothing that we can count as a success.

I suspect that so long as Palmerston remains no change

of ministerial policy vdll be made or required. After he

departs or withdraws there will be such a measure of Reform

proposed as may meet the exigency of the time in the mildest

practicable form. When I find such men as Kinnaird voting

for Mill, whom he must believe to be a kind of spurious

infidel, I see the lengths to which Whiggery can carry its

votaries. I think Palmerston will hold on as long as life

remains and strength enables. I met Lord Eversley here at

the Horticultural Show. He is strongly in favour ofone oath.

He says that fighting for outposts is a waste of strength

and is an advantage to the aggressive party, and he reminded

me how often he gave me the hint of not fighting the Church

battle on such questions as that of Ministers' money. He

says that at this time many excellent men, who will stand

firm in defence of the citadel, look upon the skirmishing for
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defence of outposts as a waste of power, and that every occasion

on wMch we show division in our party weakens its influence

and damages its prestige. On the other hand Stapleton says

that the abandonment of what are called outposts is regarded

as political cowardice, and when the outpost is a fortification

erected with a view to defence and protection, it is for the

time in reality a citadel. The result of all is that in my
judgment there should be a conference of leaders, and after-

wards a clear understanding with all the members of our

party as to the line of action and the programme of policy.

If it is left to haphazard, as of late, then it is not difficult to

predict the consequences. When Gladstone's time comes it

may be necessary to change tactics, and if he is compelled to

put himself under Bright and Oo. then we may hope for a

reinforcement from such of the Whigs as are not rotted into

Eadicals.

The course Napier had predicted as to the fate of

this measure came to pass. Mr. Monsell introduced

his motion to alter the oath. He proposed to abohsh

the clause abjuring the doctrine that princes excom-

municated or deposed by the Pope might be deposed

or murdered by their subjects ; the clause testifving

that the declaration was made in its plain and ordi-

nary sense ; the clause disclaiming any intention to

subvert the Established Church ; and the clause

swearing never to disturb or weaken the Protestant

rehgion or the Protestant Government in the United

Kingdom. In the place of these clauses he proposed

to substitute the simple oath of supremacy. A
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debate ensued in which the members of the Govern-

ment supported the measure. As Napier had fore-

shadowed, the Conservatives were divided in the

course they pursued, some approving the substitu-

tion whilst others opposed it ; the result was, how-

ever, that the Bill passed through the Commons. It

was now sent up to the Lords, but was rejected by

a majority of twenty-one.

The next session the measure was again brought

forward, but this time by a member of the Govern-

ment. In introducing the Bill, Sir George Grey,

the Home Secretary, thought the time had now

arrived when one general oath should be taken

by all members of Parliament indifferently. It

was no longer necessary, he said, to maintain the

portion of the oath relating to abjuration or supre-

macy or the maintenance of the Estabhshed Church,

as the existing law was quite strong enough for

the purpose. He therefore proposed that the present

oath should be repealed, and that the following

short form of oath be substituted :
—

' I, A.B., do

swear that I will faithfully bear true allegiance

to her Majesty Queen Victoria, and defend her

to the best of my power against all conspiracies

whatever which may be made against her power,

crown, or dignity.' With the exception on the part

of one or two Conservatives, no opposition was raised
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to the alteration. Mr. Disraeli proposed this amend-

ment, which was accepted :
' And I do faithfully pro-

mise to maintain, support, and defend the succession

to the Crown, as the same stands limited and settled

by an Act passed in the reign of King William III.,

intituled "An Act for the further hmitation of the

Crown and better securing the rights and liberties of

the subject." ' These words were added to the oath

of allegiance. The Bill thus amended passed through

the House of Commons, and, unlike its predecessor,

was accepted by the Upper House and became law.

Napier was in Ireland whilst the Bill was passing

through Committee. During the period of discussion

he had come to the conclusion, whatever his private

opinions might still be on the subject, that under the

present circumstances political oaths were valueless.

He was somewhat of the same mind as Mr. Speaker

Onslow.

I cannot help observing (said that faithful servant of the

House in the eighteenth century) ofwhat little use to a Govern-

ment the imposition of oaths has ever been. A Government

is never secure of the hearts of the people but from the justice

of it, and the justice of it is generally a real security. . . .

When men habituate themselves to swear what they do not

understand, they will easily be brought to forswear themselves

in what they do understand. The like danger is from the

frequency of them, which always takes off from the awe of

them, and consequently their force. In my opinion no oaths

should be appointed but in judicial matters.
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Napier wrote to Mr. Disraeli giving his views upon

the subject.

I am glad to see (lie says, Marcli 9, 1866) that you are

over the difficulty as to the Oaths Bill. The feeling has been

very prevalent of late that political oaths are valueless and

ought to be got rid of as much as possible. It would be in

the highest degree inexpedient to prolong the controversy

where we must soon have to succumb, whilst in the meantime

we would give the enemy favourable occasions of combining

all the strength at their command against our half-and-half

opposition. We should thus have our weakness exposed and

the other party their strength exhibited—I mean on this

question. The light in which I view the Bill is simply to get

rid of political oaths of a special or separate kind. In this

view the ordinary oath of allegiance is the best for all. This

implies undivided allegiance to the Queen as supreme

governor in foro exteriori.

If you can get words introduced to include the successors

according to the Act of Settlement, well and good. But I

think you will fail in getting words as to the supremacy that

can be satisfactory. Observe, the Roman Catholic oath falls

short of the full doctrine, and if you have any limited view of

the supremacy in a general oath you may thereby weaken

the general law. I should therefore much prefer to have a

proviso added after the pattern of that which the Duke of

Wellington introduced into the 11 and 12 Vict. c. 108, s. 3,

taking the words there as to the supremacy, and adding like

words as to the settlement of property and of the Established

Church. See 10 Geo. IV. c. 7, ss. 2 and 24. In this form

the new Act on the face of it would be simply to regulate

political oaths by simplifying the form and reducing the

number of oaths, whilst the general law as to the important

U
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constitutional principles for the security of which special

oaths had been required would be expressly saved.

Excuse this suggestion from an old comrade. I think

by acting upon it you may remove the scruples, or at least

appease the murmuring, of well-meaning men who think that

these old defences have any real value at this time. We had

to fight the battle of Ministers' money again and again, but

we now feel in Ireland that the loss has been a gain. This

class of issues is the very worst to fight the real battle upon.

The ' real battle ' was, as Napier well knew, the

maintenance of the Irish Church, and any course

which led to strength being wasted on side issues was

to be deprecated.
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CHAPTER VIII.

PASSED OVER.

Call you that backing- of your friends ? A plague upon such backinn;.

Henry IV., Part I. act ii. sc. 4.

At the death of Lord Pahnerston, which occurred to-

wards the close of the year 1865, Lord John Eussell

succeeded to the post of Prime Minister. His reign of

office, however, owing to the opposition encountered

by the measure of parhamentary reform introduced

by Mr. Gladstone, lasted but a few months, and in

the summer of 1866 Lord Derby was called upon to

form his third administration. Napier now confi-

dently expected to be reappointed to his old place in

the Court of Chancery, and once more to be entrusted

with the Seals. To his great disappointment intrigues

were set on foot which resulted in barring his path to

promotion.

Upon the accession to power of every new

Government political adherence has to be rewarded,

and it often becomes a matter of great difficulty

and embarrassment for a minister to satisfy the

V 2
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claims of those who have served him well. Napier

was no longer in the House of Commons, and there-

fore, for all purposes of practical parliamentary-

warfare, since he could not swell the division hst

his name and influence were comparatively useless.

Others who were among the actual combatants of

the party, and who now looked for their reward, had

to be provided for ; thus, before the pressure of their

claims, Napier was compelled to stand aside. In the

struggle for high office in Ireland cabals and com-

plications had been freely entered into, the result

ending in the promotion of Mr. Blackburne, then, as

we know, Lord Justice of Appeal, to the office of

Lord Chancellor, and of Mr. Abraham Brewster,

one of the most distinguished members of the Irish

bar, and who afterwards held the Seals, to the

vacated post in the Court of Appeal.

To justify their conduct on this occasion, the

opponents of Napier, who considered that he had

been sufficiently rewarded in the past, and should

now make way for less successful men, brought for-

ward as the ostensible reason for their hostility an

infirmity to which the ex-Lord Chancellor had long

been subject. When quite a young man Napier,

whilst staying at his favourite Bray, caught a severe

chill, which, owing to the incompetent treatment of

a local medical practitioner, flew to his head, and
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ended by affecting his hearing. The mischief was

but shght, for it was only at the close of his career

that Napier could be pronounced actually deaf, nor

had it ever been asserted that the evil had interfered

with his duties when Lord Chancellor; but when

malice wishes to defend her crooked courses there is

never very much difficulty, either by imagining or

exaggerating some ill, in discovering an excuse for

her spite. Napier was now accused of being so deaf

that it would be wicked to all suitors to raise him to

the bench. In the opinion of those who knew him

best at this time, there was not the slightest ground

for supposing that he was in any way incapable of

efficiently discharging judicial duties.

Upon the strength of this judgment therefore,

Lord Derby, when the Lord Justiceship of Appeal

was rendered vacant by the promotion of Mr. Black-

burne, had offered it in the first instance to Napier, who

had gladly accepted the post. It was only when the

subject of this biography saw that by taking his seat

in the Appeal Court he might, through the malevo-

lence of his foes, become a source of embarrassment

to his political chief, that he resolved, in the most

honourable manner, to sink all considerations of self

and tender his resignation. Upon his resignation the

appointment was, as we have said, conferred upon

Mr. Brewster. Brewster was not friendly to Napier,
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and it would appear that there was as much opposi-

tion to his promotion as to that of his rival. White-

side was also manoeuvring at this time for the

Chancellorship.

The story of this intrigue is fully told by the

following correspondence.

The Lord Lieutenant [the Marquis of Abercorn] (writes

Napier, July 10, 1866, from Dublin to his wife who was then

away on a visit) came to-day to be sworn in, and leaves to-

night. I had a special conference with him. I have been

tormented about the place. The malice and envy of foes and

the treachery of those who ought to be friends have disgusted

me. In his letter to Blackburne, Lord Derby stated his in-

tention of appointing me to be Lord Justice, and on Friday

evening Cairns came and notified the same. All seemed

smooth until Tuesday morning, when I got a very friendly

letter from Lord Derby and a scheming letter from Lord

Naas. Lord Derby's was to the effect that he suggested for

my own consideration if I had any doubt about my hearing

for the place of Lord Justice, I might speak to some of my
friends before finally accepting. But he left the matter with

myself in the most kind and honourable terms. I found

that on Monday night the appointment had been attacked

and defended in the House of Commons, and a very good

reply made by Disraeli, treating the appointment as made.

I wrote a good letter, assuring Lord Derby that I had reason

to believe I should be quite competent, and that all my

friends thought it was the fit place for me. I also suggested

that I had reason to believe that the objections were not dis-

interested. I saw no reason whatsoever for declining his

kind offer, which I accepted. I also answered Naas more in
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detail. I got a reply yesterday suggesting that I should

consult Blackburne, which I did, and got a most unqualified

approval from him. This morning I got another letter from

Naas to say that there were several of our own members

amongst the remonstrants, that they feared another motion,

and might be beaten upon it, and begging me to see Lord

Abercorn. Lord A. first saw Blackburne, who I presume said

what he told me yesterday.

His lordship was very kind and spoke to me very kindly,

said the attack was unfair, but that Naas was afraid of our

own men if a motion were made, and that it would relieve

the Government of a difiiculty if I gave up the appointment.

I told him frankly, that having accepted it, and there being

no ground for my giving it up but the threat of a motion,

that I felt it would be humiliating to me to succumb to the

set who had got up this cry against me.

I wrote a prompt and spirited letter to Lord Derby ; I

have also written to Cairns and to Naas to say I cannot now

withdraw without a sacrifice of self-respect that no honourable

man should be required to make. I suspect when they find

that I am firm all will go smooth, but I am resolved not to

yield. They have no right to put me in so false a position.

Lord Derby could not recede without dishonour, and I could

not give up without discredit. Lord Abercorn returns to-

night and will see Lord Derby to-morrow, and when he re-

ports Blackburne's opinion and my resolve, I hope all may

soon be settled. At all events I shall try to do what is

honourable and right. Whiteside has been acting with spirit

on my behalf, so I hope to weather this gale ; but I leave all

in the good hands of Him who has ever been gracious and

merciful to me.

In the next letter we reach the second stage in
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the proceedings ; the post had been oJBfered and had

been gladly accepted.

It was well (writes Napier to Ms wife, July 15) I did

not leave on Friday. In the morning there came to me a

letter from Colonel Taylor to say that Lord Derby had tele-

graphed to Sir Hugh Cairns to come to me direct from Belfast

after his election on Friday, and there came a packet addressed

to Sir Hugh to my care here enclosing a letter from Lord

Derby. Meanwhile the Lord Justice of Appeal [Blackburne]

got a letter direct from Lord Derby to request him to take

the Chancellorship, and that he intended his ' old and valued

friend Napier to be Lord Justice.' He was asked to reply

by telegram, which he did, accepting the offer. Edward B.

[the son of Mr. Blackburne] called in the forenoon to tell me

the news. The train from Belfast came in at six ; I sent the

brougham with Willy [his eldest son] to meet Sir Hugh, who

came here and was very friendly. The letter he had from

Lord Derby said that ' they found the objections to Brewster

were so strong that they adopted a solution which was sug-

gested by Napier, and of which they all approved,' to get

Blackburne to take the Chancellorship, to put me in B.'s

place, and then to get Whiteside into the place of Chief

Justice. Cairns was requested to complete the arrangement

if he could. So when he found that Blackburne had been

written to and had accepted, it was not necessary for him to

delay. He told me that they all knew on the other side that

Blackburne would not have continued as Lord Justice of

Appeal after the autumn [owing to his advanced age], and

that the place was at once allocated to me as the most suit-

able and desirable, and that he thought the arrangement now

made was under the circumstances the best that could be

effected.
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And so, as he too confidently thought, Napier was

Lord Justice of Appeal.

It is the very place (he gleefully writes) of all others I

wishecl for. I get an addition of 1,000Z. a year—I get the

highest permanent rank, taking precedence of peers during

my life. ... I had a letter from Lord Naas this morning

saying that he had just seen Cairns, and that they are quite

satisfied with the new arrangement. I saw Blackburne

yesterday. He is in great spirits, and expresses his gratifica-

tion in having me as Lord Justice.

In the third letter we read why this coveted post,

after having been accepted, was resigned. Napier

had come up to London, and writes to his wife from

his usual haunt when in town, the National Club.

The letter is dated July 29.

I have had such a week of anxiety, I am glad it is over.

I had a most kindly interview with Lord Derby. He was

quite prepared to stand by me, but said he must not conceal

from me that it might seriously embarrass the Government

in the House of Commons. Keogh and the Brewster clique

had been working through Delane of the ' Times
'

; the oppo-

sition are glad of any pretext for causing embarrassment,

and I found a good deal of uneasiness in our own party as to

the result of a hostile motion to censure my appointment on

account of my defective hearing. Lord Derby suggested

that I should meet Lord Chelmsford, Cairns, and George

Hamilton to discuss the whole matter, and that we both might

act on their joint opinion. Nothing could be fairer. I met

them yesterday evening. We discussed the matter in all its
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bearings, and the result was that they all agreed it was better

that I should not retain the appointment. They say that

the impression prevails to such an extent that my deafness

is greater than is seemly in a judge in so high a position,

that any motion made might get such a support as would

damage the Government. Cairns most unequivocally de-

clared his own opinion to be that I would discharge the

duties with ability and eflBciency, but he said the impression

to the contrary by reason of my supposed deafness was such

as was most difficult to displace. Nothing could be more

kindly and affectionate than he was in his manner, and he

suggested that I should write a letter which might be read

in both Houses of Parliament, which would place me higher

than ever in English opinion. . . . Lord Chelmsford said

he had no doubt that Lord Derby would confer some high

mark of distinction on me, such as a baronetcy. He evidently

means to suggest it to Lord Derby, whom I shall see again

to-morrow.

I am quite reconciled, for I am sure I should have been

so watched and worried, so misrepresented and maligned, if

I had kept the office, that my life would have been made

miserable. Now that the matter is settled I am at ease, for

I was kept in painful anxiety for upwards of a fortnight.

But I am now fortified by the opinion of Blackburne, Lord

Chelmsford, Cairns, George Hamilton, Tennent, and J. Warren,

that I should not require Lord Derby to fight the matter in

the House of Commons. The whole affair grew out of the

opposition of Whiteside to Brewster. If he had been Chan-

cellor and Blackburne afterwards resigned, there would have

been no objection to my appointment. So I must submit

with a good grace.

In accordance with the suggestion of Sir Hugh
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Cairns, Napier wrote the following letter to Lord

Derby, which was read in the House of Commons

two days after its despatch, in answer to a question

put by an Irish member whether the appointment of

Napier to the Appeal Court was to be confirmed.

1 Whitehall Gardens, July 28, 1866.

My dear Lord Derby,—When you were pleased to offer

me the office of Lord Justice of Appeal in Ireland, I was

conscious of my partial defect of hearing, but not having

experienced any difficulty from that defect when I presided

as Lord Chancellor in the Court of Appeal, and having been

assured by those on whom I could implicitly rely that it had

not since increased, I accepted the offer which you made to

me. I find, however, that an impression has been created

in the public mind that the defect in question exists to an

extent which might interfere with the satisfactory discharge

of my judicial duties. I believe the impression to be mis-

taken. Competent and distinguished friends who have had

the best opportunity of judging are of this opinion. But

when I consider how important it is that the administration

of justice should be above all possible exception, and how

desirable it is that the nomination to so high an office should

not be open to a moment's cavil, I think I best fulfil the

duty which I owe to the public, to your lordship, and to

myself, by withdrawing my acceptance of the office.

Believe me to be, my dear Lord Derby,

Most sincerely yours.

Earl of Derby, E.G., &c. JoSBPH NaPIER.

Subsequent events in the life of this disinterested

and high-minded man prove how empty and ground-
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less were the reasons adduced on this occasion to

deprive him of office. In 1868, but two years after

all this clamour, Napier was sworn of the Privy-

Council in England, and came up to London to take

his seat on the Judicial Committee ; whilst we find

him in 1874, when advancing age would have

intensified the infirmity if it ever existed to the

extent alleged by his enemies, appointed Chief

Commissioner, having the custody of the Great Seal

in Ireland, and head of the Irish Court of Appeal. It

is impossible in the face of such evidence to arrive

at any other conclusion than that, had it not been

for the intrigues of party, Napier would have been

confirmed in his ofiice as Lord Justice of Appeal, and

not have been called upon to make the sacrifice

which malice exacted. Even had his hearing been

as defective as his opponents stated, it need not

have incapacitated him from deciding causes in a

Court of Appeal. I take the following extract from

a legal journal written at this time :

^

It is objected, not unreasonably, that Lord Justice Napier's

infirmity unfits him for his position. We are inclined, how-

ever, to dissent from that view of the case. We do, not

doubt that deafness, even much less in degree than Mr.

Napier's, would be a complete disqualification for a judge of

first instance, at any rate in a common law court ; but in a

' Solicitor's Journal, July 28, 1866.
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court of appeal, where viva voce evidence is, from the nature

of the case, out of the question, and the judge has only to

deal with written and printed documents, the same objection

does not apply. A very simple arrangement is sufficient to

enable the judge to hear the arguments of counsel without

any very great difficulty, and that once provided for, the

whole objection becomes futile. For several years after Mr.

Justice Patteson's deafness had been such as to enforce his

retirement from the Queen's Bench, he continued to act, with

great efficiency, in the Judicial Committee of the Privy

Council. The same observation may now be made with

respect to the services of Sir Edward Vaughan Williams.

Vice-Chancellor Kindersley is at least as deaf as Lord Justice

Napier, and yet we believe it to be well known that the

Treasury, in 1864, came to the conclusion that this was not

an infirmity justifying his retirement on a pension, although

the duties of his office are much more onerous than those to

be performed by a Lord Justice of Appeal. If the new

appointments are not the best that might have been made,

they are at any rate a change in the right direction.

Two letters contributed to the ' Daily Express,'

an Irish Tory newspaper, in reply to certain attacks

made upon Napier by the Dublin ' Evening Mail,'

also throw light upon this intrigue.

To the JEditor of the ' Daily Uxpress.'

Sir,—As the ' Mail ' is now sending out articles in its

usual virulent style, six times a week, against Chancellor

Blackburne and Chief Justice of Appeal Napier, on the pre-

tended ground that other lawyers would- be more liked by

the Liberal party, and therefore more useful to Lord Derby
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in his attempt to make hi? Government as broad as possible,

and as these articles are purposely put into the London press

in order to damage Lord Derby's Government of Ireland

unless he will yield to them, it is only common truth and

fairness to tell the good public in England—always liable to

be misled in Irish matters—that the whole cause of the

'Mail's' attacks, and of the Ultra-Tory Purple-Orange

Pharisees of whom it professes to be the sacred organ, against

Mr. Napier is, that for many years he has made liberal,

moderate, and most useful attempts to settle the differences

between the Irish Church and the Irish Government about

National Education, and between Irish landlords and tenants

about the letting of farms.

Perhaps no newspaper ever yet so much injured the party

which it professes to serve as the ' Dublin Evening MaU ' has

for many years injured the party of which Lord Derby is the

leader, by its attempts still, in the second half of the nine-

teenth century, to keep up in Ireland the bitter anti-Reform

Act and anti-Roman Catholic Relief Act politics of fifty

years ago. Yet this paper, after attacking Mr. Napier for

many years, because on the above two great questions he dared

to think for himself in a liberal manner, now, from spite and

malice against him, attacks Mr. Napier as not liberal enough,

and suggests, as if the organ of the Liberal party which it

has been always abusing, that they would prefer a man of

any political principles, or no political principles, to Mr.

Napier.

I am only a Liberal spectator of the present game, and

hope that some statesman, Liberal but not a Democrat, with

common sense if not with eloquence, will be soon chosen to

lead the great party formed by Sir R. Peel and Lord Palmer-

ston, and never stronger than now, and only broken by its

just want of confidence in a minister who has been a
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treacherous colleague to Lord Aberdeen and Lord Palmerston,

a place-hunter all his life, of boundless appetite but weak

ability. Till this choice is made, and the great Liberal

measures again taken up, every man of good feeling and

common sense must wish to see the public administration

well served by Lord Derby, and such low attacks as the

' Mail's ' against his chief ofiScers exposed and condemned.

Your obedient servant,

J. G. V. Porter.
Belleisle, July 25, 1866.

To the Hditor of the ' Daily Express.'

Sir,—May I be permitted to express to you the great

mortification which is felt by many, on reading the sustained

attacks made on Mr. Napier by some of our metropolitan

newspapers ?

No man can question the ability and influence of such

newspapers. As to the ' Evening Mail,' I am its old friend

and daily recipient ; and the more I remember its years of

bygone services, the more I grieve over its stereotyped

severities employed daily on one theme. When I look back

on Mr. Napier's public and private life (both well known to

me), I am the more grieved that one such as he should suffer

assaults from a quarter wherein I would naturally have ex-

pected he would have found friendship and support.

Surely it will be admitted by men of impartial and gene-

rous modes of thinking, that Mr. Napier is a lawyer of recog-

nised ability—one of vast experience, and of imperial reputa-

tion. Did he not win his way industriously, honourably,

and successfully ? As a representative of our University, he

was the chosen leader of the Conservative clergy and Bar of

Ireland ; as Lord Chancellor, were not his decisions unques-

tioned; and now, as Lord -Justice of Appeal, does he not
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bring to his court an amount of attainments, ability, and

experience possessed by few indeed of our modern jurists ?

In his professional success every struggling, honest, and

rising barrister is, or ought to be, concerned. From such

Mr. Napier is entitled to receive honour and esteem, as hold-

ing out to them an example of what may be attained in their

honourable profession.

In all the eloquent and trenchant articles of the metro-

politan press, the main charge brought against Mr. Napier

is his deafness. It is well known to those friends who enjoy

the privilege of intercourse with him that this deafness is in-

considerable, and in no wise interferes with the enjoyment

of conversation. Neither in the Senate nor in the Chancellor's

Court did he fail to hear, and to show practically that he

ever did so. In the Court of Appeal the cases are printed

beforehand ; there is no colloquial discussion, as in debating

motions in the Court of Chancery ; there are no witnesses to

hear, and ready help is at hand from one or two judges whom

Mr. Napier is entitled to summon to his side. Nor is his

deafness increasing. Would to God that a simple statement

like the present would tend to, at least, a diminution of

wrath ! I have had communications with many clergymen,

with Queen's Counsel, &c., and all heartily deplore the con-

tinuance of these attacks, which must eventually prove in-

jurious to the Conservative cause.

Yours respectfully,

Thomas Brew.
Seaford, Co. Down, July 25, 1866.

Of all the letters and papers, however, before me

upon this subject, the one from Sir John Taylor

Coleridge, formerly one of the judges of the Court of

Queen's Bench, and father of the present Lord
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Coleridge, is the most just and expressive in its

censure of the action of tlie Government.

My dear Napier,—I cannot help sending you a line of

condolence aad congratulation on the recognition of your

claims and your non-acceptance of office, which the papers

inform me of, and they only. It was most fitting that you

should be offered the Appeal Court, and for my part I believe

you could have discharged the duty admirably if you had

consented to accept the seat there—and the manner of the

attack on you was scandalous. Still your declining it puts

you on higher grounds, and, feeling as an old friend for you,

I rejoice in the course you have pursued ; a few years hence

the appointment must have come to an end, but your de-

clining it will be a lifelong source of self-gratulation and

honest pride, and will not be forgotten.

Looking at the whole matter quietly, two things are clear

to me—one that you were sacrificed to other cases, which,

whatever explanation they may receive on fuller knowledge

of the facts, seemed to raise fair objections ; the other the

wonderful forbearance of your members in regard to the

glass windows in which we lived here. Pollock, Lushington,

and Knight-Bruce formed a trio quite equal to any that

could be objected to on your side of the water, and yet not

a word was said. I must say the Irish conduct was the

more dignified and gentlemanly of the two, and shone by

contrast.

I am far from saying the three I have named above do

not retain their intellect and memory wonderfully well ; but

their strength is impaired and their power of sustained

attention, and they sleep—and very advanced age is in itself

a considerable objection to the retention of judicial office,

indeed any office. I am glad Pollock is gone (I don't like

X
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the baronetcy administered as a plaster). I wish the two

others would resign, for their own sakes, much as I liked to

work with them.

I need not be uneasy about your happy and useful em-

ployment of your leisure hours. God grant you many years

of dignified and useful and happy retirement.

Yours most truly,

Heath Court OtteryS. Mary

:

j_ rj. CoLERIDGE.
August 3, 1866.

If Napier knew how to disregard his own interests,

he was ever solicitous after those of his friends, and

when he had patronage to bestow no one was more

impartial and considerate in its disposal. When he had

nothing in his gift his pen and voice were constantly-

employed in the right quarter in urging the claims of

the truly deserving. At this very time when he

himself had been passed over he was busy in recom-

mending one for whom he had a high regard for

promotion. The oiEce of Provost of Trinity College

had fallen vacant, and two candidates were in the

field—Dr. Lloyd, the Vice-Provost, and Dr. Todd, one

of the senior Fellows. Napier knew both men and

was personally attached to both, but to fill the post

of Provost he did not hesitate to declare his prefer-

ence for Dr. Lloyd—a preference which was shared

by Lord Eosse, the Chancellor of the University, the

Archbishop of Dubhn, and others most competent to

judge of the merits of the two rivals. Napier wrote

to Lord Derby recommending that, on account of the
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interests of the College as well as of the credit of the

Conservative administration, the appointment should

be made out in favour of the Vice-Provost.

Lloyd (he writes) is a singularly modest man, but has

made a great reputation in science and is a generally accom-

plished scholar. He is moderate but firm in his opinions,

has always given an uncompromising support to your adminis-

tration, and he has won the confidence and esteem of the

best friends of the Church as well as of the most remarkable

men of science. He is in all respects eminently qualified

for the office of Provost. . . . Nothing could induce me to

intervene but the strong and decided conviction that on

public grounds the passing over such a man as Lloyd, who

stands so high in public estimation, and the setting up of

Dr. Todd, who, although highly respectable, does not possess

the confidence of the public, might not only damage the

College in its prestige, but also inflict a heavy blow on the

Conservative Government. ... I have no personal interest

in the matter whatsoever beyond what I feel in the welfare

of the College and the credit of your administration. In my
present retirement, however, I can see things without any

undue bias.

This recommendation had its full effect. Dr.

Lloyd was appointed by the Prime Minister.

i Merrion Square, Feb. 26, 1867.

My dear Lord Derby,—I cannot forbear to thank you for

the appointment of Dr. Lloyd to the office of Provost of

Trinity College. I do not think you could have chosen a

more worthy man, whether as regards learning, high personal
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character, wise moderation, and special fitness for this respon-

sible position. He has always been very true to our party,

without the least parade of any kind. Indeed I may truly

say of him, his modesty exceeds his merit. I cannot express

to you the general satisfaction with which this promotion

has been received, and it is ascribed to your firmness in

making the interests of the university paramount to other

claims however urgent.

Attached as I am to Trinity College, and anxious for the

maintenance of its prestige, I took the liberty of writing to

you what I conscientiously felt in the matter, and I am very

grateful to you for having received it in the spirit in which

I wrote to you.

Believe me to be, dear Lord Derby,

Your very faithful

Joseph Napiek.
Barl of Derby.

Whilst on the subject of patronage and its recom-

mendations, I may say that both Bishop Bullock and

Bishop Singer owed their elevation to the See of Meath

to the influence of Napier. And now, though a longer

interval than was necessary had elapsed, the hint con-

veyed by Sir Hugh Cairns was to be acted upon. The

sacrifice of Napier was not to go unrewarded, and

henceforth the blood-red hand was to decorate the

escutcheon of his house. The once struggling student

of Trinity College, the skilful advocate, the far-

seeing politician, the stout champion of his beloved

Church, the sound and lucid judge, was to be created
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a baronet. Lord Derby thus apprises him of his

elevation

:

St. James's Square, March 26, 1867.

My dear Napier,—Your patience will, I am afraid, have

been nearly exhausted, and you will have thought that I had

forgotten you. Such, however, is not the case ; and I have

great pleasure in informing you that I have this day received

from the Queen her Majesty's approval of my recommenda-

tion that she would recognise your past services and the

sacrifices you have made by conferring on you the dignity of

a baronetcy. I beg you to accept my sincere congratulations

;

and I only await your instructions as to a territorial addition,

which is, I believe, usual, to send the necessary directions to

the Home Office.

Yours sincerely,

Derby.

Right Hon. Joseph Napier.

Of the numerous letters of congratulation that

Napier received on this occasion, it is doubtful

whether any gave him greater pleasure than the one

written to him by his old and valued friend, Canon

Cams of Winchester.

Your very kind letter (he answers) gave me unmixed

gratification. The honour conferred on me was enhanced by

the kind and genial communication which I received from

Lord Derby, and I need not say how much more it is enhanced

by the expression of such friendly feelings as are in your

letter. Whatever influence it may add to my position, it is

my earnest hope that all may be devoted to the more faithful

service of my dear Lord and Master. Everything has been
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bountifully ordered for my happiness as for my good, if I am

kept steadfast in the faith.

It was only a fitting tribute to the order of things

that Napier should make his first public appearance

after his acceptance of the title at the coterie of

which he was so conspicuous and representative a

member. On the occasion of the annual dinner at the

National Club (May 8, 1867), he took the chair, and

it fell to his lot to propose the toast of ' The United

Church of England and Ireland.' Coming events were

casting their shadows before them, and in the attacks

made upon the Irish Church in Parliament at this date

—in the House of Lords by Earl Eussell, and in the

House of Commons by Mr. Gladstone—it was apparent

to all, that unless some special and unexpected inter-

position prevailed, the overthrow of the establishment

across St. George's Channel was imminent. Napier

was looked upon in England as the special champion

of the Irish Church—indeed he had been so designated

by Dr. Wilberforce, then Bishop of Oxford, at one

of the meetings of the Church Congress—and he

now once more uplifted his voice in favour of the

cause he loved so well, and for which it had been his

province so often to do battle both in and out of

Parliament.

In proposing the next toast, I must solicit a little of

your indulgence, because it is a toast which, under present
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circumstances, I think requires from me some substantial

observation. The toast I have now to propose is, 'The

United Church of England and Ireland.' The two branches

of it have many things in common, but I must also say

that each has its own peculiarity, and each has an historical

as well as a scriptural title. Each I believe to be, according

to the common law of England and Ireland, the proper repre-

sentative of the ancient Church in each country respectively

;

according to the ecclesiastical law, the Church by canonical

succession ; and, what is by far the most important, each has

the scriptural title without which no Church has any claim

for support. A great authority, perhaps the greatest man

Ireland ever produced, and I doubt if England ever produced

a greater—Edmund Burke—spoke of the Church of Ireland as

' a great link towards holding fast the connection of religion

with the State, and preserving the connection between

England and Ireland. We have taken the title of the

United Church from the international treaty of the legislative

Union. It is now ' the United Church of England and Ire-

land.' Not but before the Union the two Churches were one,

under one Sovereign, the Crown of England, and they were

called in many of the public documents 'the Church of

England and Ireland.' By faith of the international treaty,

however, they are formally bound together and constitute

one Established Church of England and Ireland. Gentlemen,

we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that at the present

moment the two branches are attacked in different ways

—

the English branch is attacked by an enemy within, and the

Irish is attacked by an enemy from without.

Then after having animadverted upon the lawless

proceedings of the Eitualists within the Anglican

Cliurch, Sir Joseph thus proceeded :
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I will pass on to a subject which at this moment presses

more urgently on my mind—I refer to the position of the

Irish branch of the united Church. Happily, with regard to

this part of my subject, I have no complaint to make, and

nothing to remark upon as to any internal disease. It is

attacked from without by political and insidious enemies

—

the Liberation Society and their friends in England, and the

Ultramontane party in Ireland. The course of attack adopted

for many years, whilst I was in Parliament, was that of

reiterating false statements of detail. Public attention was

exclusively drawn to parts of the country where the

Protestants were few in number. As Balak said to Balaam,

' Come, I pray thee, with me unto another place, from whence

thou mayest see them ; thou shalt see but the utmost part

of them, and shalt not see them all ; and curse me them from

thence.' Exaggerations as to the property of the Church

were again and again repeated with all the vitality of lies.

In the last debate in which I had an opportunity of taking

part in Parliament upon the subject of the Irish Church, the

assailant was then Serjeant, now Mr. Justice Shee, who pro-

posed a plan for the reconstruction of the Church. He said

very fairly, and I believe sincerely, that he frankly admitted

that the Protestants in Ireland had a right to an established

Church, and to have it sufficiently and liberally endowed.

He proposed a certain scale of allowances which he considered

to be sufficient to meet the real requirements of the Protestant

population. My excellent and esteemed colleague in the

representation of Dublin University, George Alexander

Hamilton—a man of whom I can never speak without the

deepest affection for his fidelity and modest merit ; to whom
I am indebted for that earnest and cordial co-operation by

which I was sustained in my Parliamentary career—having

counted up the amount of the allowances proposed by Serjeant
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Sliee, found them to fall short of the available income of the

Irish Church by a sum of nearly 80,000Z. yearly, and, on an

examination of the official documents, the Secretary for Ire-

land openly declared that this was the real state of the case.

The result was the complete discomfiture of the then assailants

of the Church, and the defeat of Serjeant Shee's motion by

an overwhelming majority. The tactics are now changed,

and the attack is now made on the ground that the Church

of the Reformation in Ireland is an insult to the Eoman

Catholics. What now do we learn from the new leader

[Mr. Gladstone] against the Irish Church, the man who, in

former times, by his writings and advocacy, used to be its

most brilliant and steady defender ? He stated last night in

the House of Commons, ' There is no argument upon matters

of mere detail, there is no answer founded upon the removal

of defect or anomaly. On the contrary, the more you remove

anomaly, the more you cure defects, the more you rectify in-

equalities, the more you only make the thing itself more

odious and offensive in principle in the eyes of the masses of

the population.' These were the views propounded by

Mr. Gladstone last night in the House of Commons. What

has caused this revolutionary change in his opinions ?

Sir Joseph answered tlie question by stating that

as Parliamentary reform was no longer an available

measure, the Disestablishment of the Irish Church

was a cry which, once sounded, would ring with wel-

come music in the ears of many a so-called Liberal.

The toast I propose to you is, 'The United Church of Eng-

land and Ireland.' I ask what power has the Imperial Parlia-

ment to. deal with the Irish Church, and whence does it derive
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the power ? Prom the Treaty and the Act of Union, which

says :
' The continuance and preservation of the United Church

of England and Ireland shall be deemed, and taken to be, an

essential and fundamental part of the Union?' I appeal

directly to honest and just men—and it is the character of

Englishmen to be honest and faithful to treaties. Here we

have a great and international engagement, made at a time,

mark you, when the Protestants of Ireland were the sole

possessors of political power—when they had the right to

regulate on their own side the arrangements of the Treaty of

Union. The arrangement made and concluded with England

was, that the Church of Ireland should be united with the

Church of England, and the two so united should be estab-

lished as the National Church of England and Ireland, and

the continuance and preservation of which, as the Established

Church of England and Ireland, was made and declared to

be an essential and fundamental part of the Treaty of Union.

If there is honesty, and if the solemn obligations of treaty

are to be respected, I ask you, then, upon what ground of

right can any honest Englishman, whatever position he may

occupy, say that the Church in Ireland under the treaty has

not as good a right as the Church in England to be continued

and preserved as an integral part of the Established National

Church ?

I come now to the ground of justice, and I ask Mr.

Gladstone where is the injustice? In Ireland the laity

are free from all compulsory rates, taxes, or cess for the sup-

port of the Church. There is no personal charge levied on

any lay member of the community, whether Roman Catholic

or Protestant. How is the Church supported then ? By

its own lawful property, supplemented by voluntary gifts.

From the earliest times part of this property has belonged to

the Church, as recognised by common and ecclesiastical law,
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and it has continued from the earliest times the property of

the Church in its corporate character. This was not inter-

fered with at the Eeformation. The Church has other

property lawfully conferred on it since the Reformation.

I ask, then, upon what ground of justice can it be maintained

that the Church has forfeited any part of this property ?

When the Church was sluggish and neglectful of its duty,

England did not deny the right, it was invariably admitted.

But now, when the clergy are active and faithful, when the

building and endowing of churches are on the increase, and

private effort is up and doing, is it because of this that

England is to punish the Church in Ireland with the penalty

of confiscation of her property? Is Mr. Gladstone to put

forward this while he says, 'I admit that I cannot find a

fault with your excellent, useful, and faithful clergy.' I ask

the Protestants of England, would you not be glad and

thankful if the clergy of your own branch of the Church

were as generally and devotedly attached to the principles

of the Eeformation as those of the Irish branch. Well, where

is the justice of saying, because the Irish clergy are diligent

in duty, because under great difficulties they have been

faithful witnesses of the truth—because, although beset with

difficulties, with many adversaries, they have executed the

divine commission of the Reformed Catholic Church, for that

very reason the property which belongs to the Church by the

law and constitution of Church and State shall be the subject

of political confiscation ? Mr. Gladstone himself has declared

in Parliament that if the property were to be confiscated to-

morrow it would go to the State, and not to either landlord

or tenant. Where, then, is the justice of saying to the Irish

branch of the Church, ' Notwithstanding your faithfulness,

notwithstanding the Treaty of Union, we will spoliate you,

we will separate your case from the English branch of the
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Church.' And is this to be submitted to because it is re-

quired in order to secure a party support for the ambition of

apostasy ?

All of you here are attached to the English Church,

but you are not more attached to it than I am, and

I ask you this question, ' If you are to decide this question of

Establishment as a mere question of arithmetic for any part

of the United Kingdom, how will you support the Church in

Wales ? ' I might easily multiply these illustrations ; I enter

my most solemn protest against dealing with the subject as

a question of mere numbers in particular localities. This is

not the permanent and constitutional foundation of the

United Church of England and Ireland. You must upheave

the foundation before you can so deal with the question.

Gentlemen, let me remind you that if you begin with the

argument of numbers as a plea for destroying the Establish-

ment in Ireland, it must be applied to the Establishment in

England. Moreover, remember this—at this moment the

Irish Protestant members of Parliament are friends of the

English Church. Supposing the Protestants of Ireland

should iind that they have been entrapped by the Union,

that it was not marriage, but seduction under promise of

marriage, that they had been betrayed by the country which

they have not yet regarded as ' perfidious Albion,' I ask you,

is it likely you would have, out of the 105 members from

Ireland, even five of them to support the Church in England ?

For my own part, I have from an early period of my life

been deeply attached to England. It is not the country of

my birth, but with it I am connected by ancestral ties, and

it is in many respects the country of my sympathies and

affections. I trust that I shall never find occasion for ceasing

to love and honour this great and free nation, with its

Reformed National Church.
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Shortly after the delivery of this speech, a Eoyal

Commission was appointed at the request of Earl

Russell, ' to obtain information as to the revenues of

the Established Church in Ireland with a view to their

more equitable application for the benefit of the Irish

people.' Sir Joseph did not object to the institution

of this Commission.

I believe (he writes to Lord Derby, June 12, 1867) the

maintenance of the CHurcli Establishment in Ireland to be

vital, but I agree that in the present state of Parliamentary

opinion the whole subject must be deliberately reviewed with

a view to make our defences as sure as we can. I am quite

favourable to a Commission, provided it be so constituted as

to secure an impartial and searching inquiry, and that the

remedial legislation (if such shall be required) shall be

promptly carried out after the Commission shall have re-

ported. I see no objection to Lord Russell's motion, if the

Commission should also inquire into the requirements of the

Church in Ireland with a view to the ascertaining what is

reasonably required by the Protestant population in accord-

ance with the fixed principles of the parochial system.

Next to an attack upon the Irish Church—if even

next—there was nothing which more quickly aroused

the combative faculties of Napier than any movement

calculated to place his cherished university, which

had treated him with the tenderness of a mother, and

had shown her appreciation ofhim as a son by choosing

him for years as one of her representatives, in danger.
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Some such movement was now in full agitation. Mr.

Fawcett, then member for Brighton, had given notice

(June 18, 1867), of the following motion : 'That in

the opinion of this House it is undesirable that the

fellowships and foundation scholarships of Trinity

College, Dubhn, should be exclusively appropriated

to those who are members of the Established Church.'

Sir Joseph, who was then in Dublin, wrote to Lord

Derby upon the subject.

The Board of Trinity College are anxious that I should

accompany the Chancellor (Lord Eosse) and the Provost

with other friends, should you agree to receive them as a

deputation, and I have promised to be in readiness to attend.

It is in reference to Pawcett's motion as to opening fellow-

ships &c. to all denominations. In your own speech, de-

livered July 21, 1845, you put forward in a few pithy

sentences the case and claims of the College.' And singu-

larly enough, you were enabled to call in aid the evidence of

O'Connell. I send you a good Paper, carefully drawn up,

and which I have endorsed as I., in which the leading points

are put with exactness and without any exaggeration. Paper

II. has been prepared by a very intelligent lay member of

the Board of Trinity College, and well deserves consideration.

The truth is this university question cannot be settled

by piecemeal, but as a whole. I entirely agree that your

project of united education was perhaps the best and wisest

plan that has been proposed for Ireland, but for a long time

> See Speech of Lord Stanley on the Endowment of certain Colleges

in Ireland, in the House of Lords, July 21, 1845. Hansard, vol. Ixxxii.

p. 731.
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I tliought otherwise, and therefore I can make allowance for

those who have frustrated its extension. We must accept

the condition of our age and country, and deal with men as

they are. Under all the circumstances I am strongly dis-

posed to say that the general outline of No. II. is judicious,

and the plan practicable. It would, I am confident, be ruinous

to Trinity College to let in the Roman Catholic element upon

the governing body. And this is also the source of appre-

hension as to the Queen's Colleges ; if this element gets in

upon the Senate of the University, it is likely to derange the

settled system. Trinity College has a strong claim, for all

its endowments are strictly Protestant. It is most desirable

that this important question should be dealt with on fixed

principles and in accordance with a well-considered deter-

mination of the Cabinet. My suggestions are given with no

other object than to offer the views of an important looker-on.

Sir Joseph was something more than ' a looker-on.'

He had been appointed by Lord Eosse, then Chancellor

of the University, as Vice-Chancellor, an honour

which he greatly prized ; on the death of Lord Eosse,

the office was occupied by Lord Cairns, and Napier

was again appointed Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-

sity.

We now draw attention to the enclosures trans-

mitted by Napier to Lord Derby. Enclosure I. con-

fines itself to raising objections to the motion of

Fawcett by showing the constitution of Trinity College,

and how, should the motion be accepted, the very

essence of the character of the College would be
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altered. The objections are ten in number, and are as

follows :

—

Trinity College (unlike tte Colleges in tlie two English

Universities) was in its origin a purely Protestant founda-

tion, and the entire legislation respecting it since the date

of its establishment is based on the assumption that its

Fellows are to be members of the Established Church, and

that the principal duty of the great majority of them is to be

that of training the future clergy of the Church. This prin-

ciple is interwoven throughout the whole body of the College

charters and statutes; it is incorporated in the Fellows'

oath ; it has been sanctioned by repeated Acts of Parliament.

What is proposed by Mr. Fawcett's motion is, not a change,

but an entire subversion of the primary purpose for which

the College was established and endowed.

The only prizes in Trinity College analogous to such

fellowships in the English Universities as are not connected

with the actual work of education, are the university

studentships, which were founded by Royal Letter in the

year 1858. These offices are open to all students, without

religious distinction ; they are tenable for seven years, and

three of them are at present filled by Roman Catholic

graduates.

The general education of the students, and especially the

theological instruction of candidates for Holy Orders, is regu-

lated by the Board, consisting of the Provost and senior

Fellows. If Roman Catholic and Dissenting Fellows are to

be admitted on the foundation, it must lead to an alteration

of the entire system of education in tlie College, and espe-

cially of the religious part of it. As there is only one College

in the University, the sons of Protestant parents throughout

the country would no longer enjoy the advantages for educa-
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tion wMch they have hitherto possessed, and a Board, some

of whose members might be Roman Catholics or Dissenters,

could not be left to direct the education of candidates for

Holy Orders in the Established Church. The main object of

the foundation would thas be defeated.

If Trinity College should be so completely changed in its

fundamental principles as to cease to be a place where such

candidates for Holy Orders could receive their theological

education, they must be driven to seek it elsewhei'e in some

establishment founded for this special purpose. Such a

change could not but be productive of very injurious results.

The general character of such training would obviously be

much inferior to that under which such candidates for Holy

Orders are educated in conjunction with other students, some

of them Dissenters and some Eoman Catholics, and where

all are led to cultivate more enlarged sympathies and greater

liberality of thought. It is worthy of remark that, whilst

Roman Catholic lay students are altogether excluded from

the College of Maynooth, they are freely admitted to share in

all the privileges, honours, and emoluments of Trinity

College, except foundation membership. The annual endow-

ment of Trinity College does not much exceed the annual

grant secured by Act of Parliament to the College of

Maynooth.

The injury which would result to the College from the

proposed change would be incalculable. The confidence of

Protestants throughout the country would be entirely with-

drawn ; religious animosity, from which the College is now

admittedly exempt, would inevitably be introduced; while

the great body of the Roman Catholics would keep aloof

from an institution which would not afford them more

guarantees for religious instruction than they now possess in

the Queen's Colleges.
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It cannot be justly alleged that Trinity College as an

institution is disproportioned to the wants of the Protestant

population of Ireland. A careful calculation shows that the

number of existing graduates of Trinity College probably

exceeds 5,600, a number nearly, if not quite, equal to the

proposed constituency of the four Scotch Universities ; and

it must be remembered that in Ireland the majority of those

who are in a condition to avail themselves of a university

education belong to the Established Church.

If the proposal to open the fellowships be carried out,

one or other of two things must happen. Either clergymen

of all denominations must be admitted to the governing body

of the College, or they must be excluded, and the manage-

ment placed entirely in the hands of laymen. Supposing

the former to take place, it is impossible to conceive that the

harmony essential to the prosperity of the institution could

subsist where questions of education and patronage are placed

before persons whose opinions must of necessity differ so

widely as those of clergy of different denominations. The

present state of the education question in Ireland shows

how entirely futile are the hopes of those who imagine such

a system feasible. It is unnecessary to speak of the alterna-

tive system which would exclude the clergy from the govern-

ment of the College. This could only be carried on by an

entire subversion of the existing institution, and the aliena-

tion of its endowments from the purposes for which they

were given, and it would be opposed to the wishes of the

great majority of the population.

Although, as has been observed, the primary purpose of

the founding and endowing the College was for the main-

tenance of the Protestant religion, arrangements for extending

all the educational advantages of the College to students of

every religious denomination have been made with great
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liberality. It is tlie wish and the purpose of the Board to

go as far in extending these advantages as can be effected

without defeating the primary object of the Protestant

foundation. They have, in 1855, endowed a large number

of non-foundation scholarships, open to all students ; and,

in 1858, fourteen university studentships, on a like principle.

All the professorships in the professional schools of Law,

Medicine, and Engineering, are now open to Roman Catholics

and Dissenters. The only professorships which Roman

Catholics and Dissenters cannot hold are those connected

with the Divinity School, and the only other permanent

offices to which they are ineligible, namely, the fellowships,

are places which, as has been shown above, are necessarily

connected with the religious education of the students who

are sons of Protestant parents, and with the government and

effectual working of the Divinity School.

It may be observed that the steps taken by the Board in

the direction indicated have had the success which generally

attends just and well-considered concessions freely made, and

that they have shown such a disposition to act in a liberal

and generous spirit, that coercive interference is altogether

uncalled for, and may tend to defeat the object which it pro-

fesses to advance.

Enclosure II. consists of the following remarks on

Mr. Fawcett's motion

:

There is much diflference of opinion in Ireland on

the question of the relative merits of the denominational

and the united systems of education. It is now more

than thirty years since the schools of primary instruction

under the National Board were established on the united

, system ; and to this day a very large number of Protestants
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and of Roman Catholics refuse to avail themselves of that

instruction on account of their decided preference of the

denominational system. There are at present three establish-

ments in Ireland for giving collegiate education, two, so far

as religious education is concerned, on the denominational,

and one on the united system. The object of the Eesolution

now before the House is to alter the constitution of one of

these establishments, leaving the other two untouched, so as

to leave a denominational College to the Roman Catholics,

but to deprive Protestants of any simila,r advantage.

It is admitted that the constitutions of the two denomina-

tional establishments are very different; and that, conse-

quently, students in the Roman Catholic College of Maynooth

have just reason to complain that their privileges are not

equal to those of the Protestant students in Trinity College.

It would, however, be much safer and easier to remove those

differenceb, and to place the two Colleges on a footing of per-

fect equality, than to subvert one for the sole purpose of

gratifying the jealousy of the other. The endowments of the

three establishments are nearly equal. The number of Pro-

testants and Roman Catholics likely to avail themselves of

university education are also nearly equal. There is no

material difference to be corrected, except that one is a uni-

versity authorised to give degrees, while the other has no

such privilege. Let this difference be removed, and let

Maynooth be raised to the rank of a university, and then

all grounds of jealousy will be removed. No injury will be

done to either of the existing universities, while a valuable

boon will be granted to the Roman Catholic students.

Trinity College will continue to educate Protestants under

the guidance of Protestant teachers ; Maynooth will give an

equally good education to Roman Catholics under the guid-

ance of their clergy ;
while the Queen's University will, as.
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at present, give united education to all who disapprove of the

denominational system. Bach university will thus have ample

scope to develop the advantages of its own system ; a spirit of

generous rivalry will ensue, from which each will profit

;

internal dissensions will be removed, instead of being aggra-

vated by the introduction of conflicting interests into the

governing body of any one university ; and opportunity will

be given to determine, by practical experience, which system

of education is most suitable to the wants of the country.

The motion was introduced by the late Mr. Fawcett

on the day appointed in a calm and temperate speech

which received the approval ofboth sides of the House.

The University of Dublin, he said, though consisting

of a single college. Trinity College, was yet complete

in itself It was the richest collegiate foundation in

the world, for its estates extended over seventeen

Irish counties, and comprised two hundred thousand

acres, bringing in a revenue of ninety-two thousand

pounds. Neither at Oxford nor at Cambridge was

there such a college. The rewards which it conferred

upon learning and scholarship were truly splendid,

for the seven senior fellowships were prizes far more

substantial than any to be obtained at Oxford or Cam-

bridge, whilst there were yet twenty-eight junior

fellowships, and seventy foundation scholarships to

be competed for. Still these prizes, splendid though

they were, could only fall into the hands of those pro-

fessing the religion of the minority. From obtaining
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one of them every Eoman Catholic and Nonconformist

was excluded. The religious disabilities associated

with Trinity College, Dublin, represented a higher

order of injustice than the religious disabilities con-

nected with Oxford and Cambridge. ' The associa-

tion,' said Fawcett, ' of any religious title with a

university was a most incongruous procedure. A
university had higher and nobler ends to perform.

Under its influence men of the highest culture, without

regard to their religious opinions, ought to be able to

live together in intellectual communion, undisturbed

by sectarian influences. It was true a few scholar-

ships had been thrown open, but they had done little

to remedy the injustice complained of.'

The debate began on the night of June 18, and

was terminated on the 24th of the next month. The

arguments of the opponents to the measure were

but a repetition of the objections contained in the

papers enclosed by Sir Joseph Napier. On a divi-

sion, the numbers were found to be equal—Ayes

108, Noes 108. The Speaker gave his casting vote

in favour of the Noes. ' This,' said the Speaker,

in explanation of the course he pursued, ' was

an abstract resolution, which, if agreed to by the

House, would not even form the basis of legisla-

tion ; but undoubtedly the principle involved in it

was one of great importance, and if affirmed by a
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majority of the House, it would have much force. It

should, however, be affirmed by a majority of the

House, and not merely by the casting vote of its pre-

siding officer. For these reasons he declared himself

with the Noes.'

The motion of Mr. Fawcett was consequently lost.
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CHAPTEE IX.

RITUALISM.

What the House and the country understand by Ritualism is

practices by a portion of the clergy avowedly symbolic of doctrines

which the same clergy are bound in the most solemn manner to refute

and repudiate. ... So long ss those doctrines are held by Roman
Catholics I am prepared to treat them with reverence ; but what I object

to is, that they should be held by ministers of our Church who, when
they enter the Church, enter it at the same time with a solemn contract

with the nation that they will oppose those doctrines and utterly resist

them. What I do object to is mass in masquerade.

—

Speech af Mr.

Disraeli on Pvhlic Worship Regulation Act, July 15, 1874.

' Wheeeas it has been represented unto Us that differ-

ences of practice have arisen from varying interpreta-

tions put upon the rubrics, orders, and directions for

regulating the course and conduct of public worship,

the administration of the Sacraments and the other

services contained in the Book of Common Prayer

according to the use of the United Church of England

and Ireland, and more especially with reference to

the ornaments used in the churches and chapels of

the said United Church, and the vestments worn by

the ministers thereof at the time of their ministration.

And whereas it is expedient that a fuU and impartial

inquiry should be made into the matters aforesaid.
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with the view of explaining or amending the said

rubrics, orders, and directions so as to secure general

uniformity of practice in such matters as may be

deemed essential, now know ye that We, reposing

great confidence in your ability and discretion, have

nominated, constituted, and appointed '— [Then fol-

lowed the names of those directed to serve on the

Commission.]

Such were the opening words of what was briefly

termed the Eitual Commission, a board composed

of men of all shades of thought in the Church, under

the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Of these commissioners Sir Joseph Napier was one.

The first meeting of the Commission was held in

the Jerusalem Chamber, Westminster, June 17, 1867.

The appointment of this board of inquiry was

not before it was urgently needed. The innovations

introduced by the Eitualists in their mode of celebrat-

ing divine service had now reached such a height

that, unless the authority of the law intervened, the

distinctive features stamped upon the Anglican Church

by the Eeformation would in many quarters be

effaced. Vestments of various shapes and colours,

—

green, red, white, and violet,—considered to have

an emblematic character, had been freely adopted

by the ceremonialists and deemed to be specially

appropriate to particular services and seasons.
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Lighted candles were placed upon the ' altar ' and

incense swung in front of it. When the Holy

Communion was administered, the celebrating ' priest

'

wore the ' chasuble,' whilst the deacon and sub-deacon

wore the ' dalmatic ' and ' tunicle ' ; boys dressed

in surplices and cassocks also assisted. At the

time of the celebration of the Holy Communion

various gestures were used with regard to the sacra-

mental elements ; water was also mixed with wine

in the chalice. Before service on great occasions a

procession was formed, headed by a youth bearing a

large cross, who was followed by the choristers and

clergy singing a hynm. Upon the ' altar ' was a cross

—or, if the vicar or incumbent was afraid of the law,

upon a ledge behind the altar, giving the same

appearance at a distance as if on the altar. Confes-

sional boxes were placed in the aisles, and the

necessity of confessing to a priest inculcated. The

Holy Communion was distinctly proclaimed to be ' a

sacrifice,' and for that reason the celebrating priest

was to ' have a distinctive dress to mark him off from

the rest of the ministers, as being the principal priest

in ofiice offering the sacrifice at the time.' Details

of a minor nature were also introduced, all undis-

guisedly tending to overthrow what of Protestantism

there was in the Church of England.

Nor had remonstrances from high quarters any
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effect upon the vagaries of these refractory clergy.

Admonitions from the bishops they had vowed to obey

were calmly ignored, whilst anything approaching to

an episcopal threat was replied to by a solicitor's

letter. Every gnat of the rubrics was strained out,

whilst the camel of open and systematic disobedience

was unblushingly swallowed.

We are told (said the present eloquent Bishop of Peter-

borough, on the passing of the Public Worship Eegulation

Bill) that we should govern the Church by fatherliness.

Now I must be allowed to say that there is something very

one-sided in this cry for fatherliness from the Bishops, when

they meet with no filialness, and I should like to have some

reciprocity. When a monition is to be flung back in my face,

and I am told that I am neither a gentleman nor a divine,

and that my conversion to Christianity is to be prayed for, I

must say I should like to see a little filialness on the part of

those who are demanding the fatherliness. I honestly desire,

as far as I can, to be fatherly towards these men ; but when

I hear this advice given to us, I am reminded of the solitary

instance in which a ruler attempted to govern in this fatherly

fashion, and that his name was Eli whilst his sons were

Hophni and Phinehas.

Nor were the Ritualists consistent in their opposi-

tion. When the common law of the land condemned

their proceedings they declined to acknowledge its

validity ; when however it sanctioned their conduct,

they availed themselves to the full of its power

and arguments. Thus at one time they were seen
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appealing to the ruling of a layman judge, whilst at

another they contemptuously refused to recognise his

authority. They would, they said, only be governed

by the ecclesiastical law and by ecclesiastical judges.

We have seen how they obeyed their bishops.

The commissioners appointed to inquire into these

disturbing matters were twenty-six in number. Of

this body the most prominent were the Archbishops of

Canterbury and Armagh ; the Bishops of London,

Oxford, St. David's, and Gloucester and Bristol ; the

Deans of Westminster, Ely, and Lincoln ; Lords Stan-

hope, Harrowby, Beauchamp, and Ebury ; Sir Robert

Phillimore and Sir Joseph Napier ; and Messrs.

Spencer Walpole, Beresford Hope, and J. D. Coleridge.

Though Sir Joseph was a sincere and prominent

member of the Evangelical body, he had nothing of

the intolerance and narrow-mindedness which is often

associated in the public mind with that community.

His culture and judicial training preserved him from

that common fault—a fault especially apparent in the

so-called religious world—of considering all in the

wrong who hold opinions contrary to our own. The

views he had arrived at upon theological and Church

matters were the result ofmuch thought and extensive

reading, still he was perfectly prepared that others

should draw very different deductions from the same

premisses. Therefore, though he had no sympathy
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with their teaching, his attitude towards the old-

fashioned High Church party, and, but in a lesser

degree, towards the Broad Church party, was always

temperate and unprejudiced. He gave his opponents

every credit for their sincerity, whilst convictions

honestly entertained and consistently supported were

ever treated by him, whether as judge or private

individual, with the respect and attention they com-

manded. He knew that a Church which appealed to

the nation at large must be built on a broad basis, so

as to collect within its fold the various schools of

thought ; yet the basis, broad though it was, should

have settled and well defined limits in order to avoid

licence on the one side and indifference on the other.

Whatever my own particular leanings may be (he said on

one occasion at the National Club), I do admit that the

National Church was and is bound to provide for many pecu-

liarities of individual apprehension, looking however at the

same time to substantial and standard truth.

With the lawless proceedings of the Ritualists,

however, he never had the scantiest sympathy, nor

did he attempt to conceal his dishke of their shifty

mode of action. Still, with all the hatred of the

northern Irishman for everything savouring of

Eomanism, he failed to regard with approval the

prosecutions then being agitated by the Church

Association.
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These clerics (he writes, referring to the Ritualists,

to his kinsman Mr. Mark Napier, a distinguished advo-

cate in Edinburgh) suppose that they have the benefit

of clergy and are above law—Fenians of a special class. I

do not much approve of prosecutions by a Company

(Limited), but where there has been wilful violation and

defiance of law I would make the offenders feel that they

are sub lege.

In a paper drawn up by Sir Joseph he lays down

the course which the commissioners, in his opinion,

ought to pursue.

We are anxious in no degree to abridge or curtail any

of the rightful liberties heretofore enjoyed by the Church's

ministers. We hold it to be most desirable that the National

Establishment should continue to comprise members who

are attached to the different schools of religious thought,

so long as every minister whom the Church appoints shall be

willing to conform to her standards of doctrine and ritual.

But this large comprehension seems to us to render it most

desirable, and indeed essential, that in the Church's ministra-

tions the officiating minister should not introduce innovations

which are welcome to one party but are wholly offensive to

another. Each party in the Church being expected to join

in Common Prayer and Holy Communion is, as we conceive,

entitled to expect that there should be no variations from

established usage that give to the ministration a tendency of

which that party disapproves, and by which its devotion is

impeded, and that no symbolism should be used to signify any

doctrine that the Church has repudiated or left open and

undecided.
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From the pages of the Report of the Ritual Com-

missioners, we see the part that Sir Joseph played oii

this occasion. He was constant in his attendance at

the meetings, and though he did not take such

an active share in the examination of witnesses as

certain of the other commissioners, the questions he

put were always most pertinent to the inquiry.

From the full quiver of the report let us draw a few

of his arrows.

Mr. George Cosby White, the perpetual curate of

St. Barnabas, Pimlico, was being examined (Monday,

June 24, 1867). He had confessed to the introduction

of frequent celebrations of the Holy Communion, to

the mixing of the water with the wine, to the wearing

of coloured stoles corresponding with the colour of

the altar cloths, to the lighting of candles on the

altar, to the placing of flowers upon the super-altar,

and to the erection of a cross on a ledge. The

witness justified these innovations by asserting that in

recent decisions by the Privy Council they had not

been declared illegal.

Sir Joseph Napier then asked these questions

:

As to the coverings or cloths you spoke of, were they used

for covering the stone structure that was removed ?—Yes.

That was removed on account of its being an altar fixed ?

—It was removed by order of the Privy Council.

For the reasons given in the judgment ?—For the reasons

given in the judgment.
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The cloths, I believe, were those that are ordered by the

canon ?—Yes.

The 82nd canon is: Whereas we have no doubt but that

in all churches within the realm of England convenient and

decent tables are provided and placed for the celebration of

the Holy Communion, we appoint that the same tables shall

from time to time be kept and repaired in a sufficient and

seemly manner, and covered in time of divine service with a

carpet of silk or other decent stuff thought meet by the Ordi-

nary of the place if any question be made of it, and with a

fair linen cloth at the time of the ministration ?—Yes.

I suppose that it is under that canon that these cloths are

continued now ?—I suppose so.

If any question should be raised about colour or quality,

that was to be disposed of by the Bishop ?—Yes.

Is there any canon similar to that with regard to the

stole ?—No.
I suppose you take these matters as to the manner of con-

ducting the services of the Church to be part of the common

order of the Church?—Part of the common order of the

Church.

And every particular is ascertained from some common

authority accessible to all the ministers ?—Yes.

Is there any other deviation in your church from the pre-

scribed rubric in the Book of Common Prayer with regard to

the celebration of the Holy Communion than the mixing of

the water ?—I do not admit that to be a deviation from the

rubric. I do not wish to imply that I regard it as a deviation

from the rubric.

I want to know whether there is any deviation from the

mode of celebrating the Holy Communion prescribed in the

Book of Common Prayer, with the exception of using the

water ?—As I said, I do not regard that as a deviation from
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the mode prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer. I

should be very sorry to do anything which I did not believe

to be thoroughly and entirely justified by the Book of Common
Prayer.

It may be so ; but where is there anything in the Book of

Common Prayer as to the use of the water ?—I think that the

usage of the Church in all times, the immemorial usage of

the Church, is quite distinct upon that head, and that water

has always been used with the wine.

What I meant by my question is this : Besides that which

is expressly prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer, is

there any other deviation in your celebration of the Holy

Communion except the use of the water ?—I am not aware

that there is.

I should perhaps use the word ' addition ' instead of devia-

tion ?—I am not aware that there is.

You do not think it necessary, as I understand you, to

have any different dress ; in that you follow the 58th canon ?

—"We use the same dress exactly for morning and evening

prayer, and for the celebration of the Holy Communion.

You exactly follow the 58th canon, with the exception

that you add the stole to the dress there prescribed; the

canon directing that the surplice and hood should be used at

all times ?—Yes.

You have no other addition than the stole ?—No.

This witness was asked no further questions by

Sir Joseph.

At the examination of Mr. Webb, the incumbent

of St. Andrew's, Wells Street (Thursday, June 27,

1867), Sir Joseph again put certain queries. Mr.

Webb had confessed to having candles on the altar.
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which, however, were only Hghted when the church

was dark, and to the use of the mixed chaUce. He

did not wear coloured stoles, nor did he use incense.

In your evidence (asked Sir Joseph), I see you first refer

to lights. You do not light them when they are placed on

the Communion table ?—I do not light them at the time of

Communion unless it should be a dark morning.

Afterwards, in the subsequent part, you mentioned that

yon think the lights come within the rubric about the orna-

ments ?—I do think so.

Do you give that rubric a more extended construction

than the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council give it in

the Westerton case ?—I hardly know what their limits were

at the moment.

Their limits were that it was confined to the ornaments

that were prescribed by the first Prayer Book of Edward VI. ?

—We do not go beyond that : I think that is the limit.

Are the lights prescribed in the first Prayer Book ?

—

They are prescribed in the Injunctions, if I remember, and

I think that the Injunctions are two years earlier than the

Prayer Book—1547.

You confine it to what is prescribed in the first Prayer

Book ?—And the Injunctions of course. I do not suppose

that the Prayer Book got rid of the Injunctions—the Injunc-

tions of 1547.

You mentioned you had given your attention to the

rubric, and the rubric refers back to the time of Edward VI.

I wish to know whether you confine it to what is prescribed

in the first Prayer Book, or whether you go behind the first

Prayer Book ?—Do you mean to ask me whether I think

that this rubric that ' such ornaments of the church and of
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tlie ministers thereof, at all times of their ministration, shall

be retained and be in use, as were in this Church of England,

by the authority of Parliament, in the second year of the

reign of King Edward the Sixth,' only means things that

were specified in the book of 1549 ?

Yes ?—Yes, I think so ; that is my meaning.

You observe in that rubric the word ' retained ' is intro-

duced for the first time. It is not in the previous rubric ?

—

It is in the rubric of 1662, you mean, for the first time ?

Yes ?—Yes, that is so.

What precise force would you give to the word ' retained

'

as there introduced ?—I do not know what foi-ce to give the

word as introduced there under those circumstances.

Supposing that any of the vestments had at that time

been prohibited, do you think the word ' retained ' would be

properly applicable to those vestments ?—I think it might.

I do not think it would have been the best word to use, but

I think it would have covered the presumed intention.

Do you think, in speaking of matters that had been pro-

hibited and disused as unlawful, the word ' retained ' would

be a proper word to use ?—The question would arise whether

they had been prohibited in a thoroughly satisfactory manner

and with proper authority.

I am supposing them to have been unlawful, both disused

in fact and unlawful, at the time that rubric was framed. Do

you think then that the word ' retained ' would be a proper

word, and would be applicable to those unlawful vestments ?

—Do you mean unlawful in the year 1662 ?

Yes, before the making of the rubric ?—I think the

question would rather be what would have made them un-

lawful.

You say you doubt whether incense is contemplated

under the rubric ?—I have my doubts on that point.
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Is that merely because it is not prescribed by the Prayer

Book of Edward VI. ?—Yes, that is the reason.

With regard to the mixed chalice, I see you seem to put

it mainly on the ground of the authority of some eminent

persons, such as Bishop Andrewes ; one witness mentioned

that Bishop Cosin also practised it ; is that your opinion ?

—

It is my opinion.

Can you refer me to any authority for that ?- —Not at the

moment. It is difficult to answer such questions as that

without books to refer to.

It is your opinion that Bishop Cosin practised it ?—It is

my opinion.

You do not think that would come within the rubric ?

—

In what sense ?

Using it in the service as an article in the service

—

mixing the wine with the water ?—You mean the fact of it

not being in the rubric ?

Do you simply justify your opinion on the authority of

those one or two cases ?—I know, of course, that there is no

rubric ordering the mixed chalice now ; but it was my notion

that there was no infringement of the rubric by retaining a

practice of such great antiquity.

Do you think it was the intention of the authorised Book

of Common Prayer to allow additions to be made according

to the learning or judgment of the particular clergyman ?—

I

do not know.

Do you think it is competent for a clergyman of his own

choice to add to the rites and ceremonies prescribed in the

Book of Common Prayer?—No, not generally; but with

reference to this point I imagine that multitudes of clergymen

were in the habit of mixing the chalice, and that the omission

of the rubric would not much affect their practice.
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A great many do not?—I say notting about imposing

that rule upon others. I have no wish to do so.

If the object was to have uniformity in those matters, that

would be a breach of uniformity ?—Yes, it would, of course.

The third occasion of the appearance of Sir Joseph

in the report, was on the examination of Mr. G.

Nugee (Monday, July 1, 1867). Mr. Nugee was the

vicar of Wymering and rector of Widley ; he had

confessed to the adoption of the usual practices of his

party, and upheld them as ultimately tending to the

reunion of the whole of Christendom.

I suppose (asked Sir Joseph Napier) you regard the

Communion Service as sacrificial and propitiatory ?—I do not

quite know what you mean by propitiatory. It is a sacrifice.

I think you said you were extremely anxious to encourage

reunion with the Church of Rome ?—Not with the Church

of Eome specially, but with the whole of Christendom.

With the Western Church ?—Yes, but with the Eastern

Church particularly. I consider the Eastern Church has

retained all that is truly catholic.

As part of ' Christendom ' do you count the Protestant

Churches, Sweden and Norway?—I am most anxious for

union with the Protestant Churches of Sweden and Norway.

What would you say as to Scotland?—lam most anxious

that it should all be reunited. I think this is one of the

great steps towards it, indirectly.

Do you think you are at liberty to adopt any use or

practice of what you call the Catholic Church, although not

allowed by the Church of England ?—If it is not forbidden,
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I think we are at liberty to use it, if it is consistent with all

the Church's other formularies.

You think that any use that is not expressly disallowed

and prohibited may be used ?—I believe that the Church of

England did not, comparatively speaking, alter her outward

appearance at the Eeformation, at least very little ; that she

was the same ; that she altered doctrines, but as regards the

ritual and ceremonial she altered but very little indeed ; so

that in the eyes of the people the Reformation was little

more than a mere question of theology.

Do you use any interpolated prayers, such as those which

are given in the Prayer Book for the Communion service ?

—

I do not myself use any interpolated prayers.

Where do you get your directions as to the mode of per-

forming the service from ?—The Church Catholic throughout

the world, as far as I can gather. I do not know any par-

ticular book.

Supposing when a clergyman is ordained he wishes to

conform loyally to the Church of England, where, according

to your view, is he to get his directions ?—He must go to

some of the books.

What books ?-—There is a Directorium and other things,

which are most minute in all their explanations.

Are you aware that the old books were ordered to be

destroyed in the time of Edward VI. ?—I do not know ; I do

not think it concerns me very much.

If the books were destroyed, where is a clergyman of the

Church of England to get his directions ?—From the tradi-

tions of the Church which have come down.

Is it your opinion that a clergyman could not conform or

know how to conform without being trained and familiarised

with all those traditions ?—It ought to be part of his training.
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We give one more list of questions. Mr. Bennett,

tlie incumbent of Frome, was under examination

(Tliursday, July 4, 1867). He had confessed to the

usual practices, and had frankly said that he acted

upon the principle that every clergyman was at

liberty, in things which the Church had not forbidden,

to exercise his own discretion as to the usage which

each in his own opinion beheved to be according to

Cathohc usage. He laid great stress, however, upon

receiving the consent of the congregation and pa-

rishioners to any course that was eventually adopted.

Is it a rule (asked Sir Joseph) of the Catholic Church

that the minister, with the consent of the congregation, may-

select the ceremonial ?—If by the Catholic Church you mean

the Roman and the Greek Churches, and the Church through-

out the world, the ceremonial is so distinctly laid down in

their rules that they cannot deviate.

I understood you before to say that you thought it most

important to get the consent of the people ?—In teaching

people up to the point that I think right, of course it is wise

and prudent to teach them gradually ; and, therefore, teach-

ing them as I did the doctrine, they would naturally follow

to the practice.

Do you think it is part of the Church arrangement that

the ceremonial should be suitable to the doctrine ?—Exactly.

If there was any change made by the Church in the

doctrine, there would naturally be a change in the cere-

monial ?— Exactly; or the ceremonial would have no more

meaning.

I understood you to say that you desire that your minis-
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trations should conform to the common order of the national

Church of England ?— I did not use the word ' common.'

Are you not aware of that expression, ' the common order

of the Church ' ?—What ought to be the common order.

I mean the common order established by law. Whatever

is the common order established by law, is it not your desire

to follow in your ministration ?—Yes ; I can say that de-

cidedly.

Every national Church has the power to fix its own

common order ?—Yes.

Where do you find the authority for saying that every

rule that is not expressly prohibited is allowed ?—I find it in

the common usage of the Church in all other things.

If the national Church has the power to ordain its own

rites and ceremonies, where do you find the authority for

going outside its regulations to pick and choose amongst

what you call the rules of the Catholic Church ?—Because

the national Church only takes up a few points of ritual and

of doctrine, and it leaves all others as open as they were

before.

Would you take it that if the national Church had altered

its doctrine in any particular, that although it had not ex-

pressly condemned a certain ceremonial that you were at

liberty to use that ceremonial although not suitable to the

doctrine ?—If it had condemned the doctrine, certainly the

condemnation of the ceremonial would of course follow.

Do you use the chrism and the ampulla in baptism ?—No,

we do not.

Are they expressly condemned ?—No ; I should say it

would be quite lawful to use them, provided the people de-

sired it and it would be edifying to them.

In addition to his ordinary labours as a critical
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inquirer upon the Commission, Sir Joseph Napier

wrote a very valuable paper on the question of the

usage of the national Reformed Church in respect of

lighted candles at the Lord's table or in the pubhc

services. It was in answer to a letter upon the same

subject by Mr. Fuller Russell, the rector of Greenhithe,

who had been examined by the commissioners, and

will be found in the first appendix of the Second

Report issued by that Commission.

This report was published in the April of 1868.

Instead of being the bulky volume expected, and

dealing with the multitudinous topics embraced by

the original instructions, it was singularly brief, and

as cautious and reticent as a bishop's charge. Still

it conveyed a decided opinion, and recommended a

distinct course of legislative action. Confining itself

to questions of vestments, lights, and incense, it came

to the conclusion that it was ' expedient to restrain in

the public services of the Church all variations from

established usage.' The use of lighted candles at the

celebration of the Holy Communion had been intro-

duced into certain churches within a period of about

the last twenty-five years.

It is true (said tlie commissioners) that there have been

candlesticks with candles on the Lord's table, during a long

period, in many cathedral and collegiate churches and chapels,

and also in the chapels of some colleges and of some royal
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and episcopal residences, but tte instances that have been

adduced to prove that candles have been lighted as accessories

to the Holy Communion are few and much contested. The

use of incense in the public services of the Church during the

present century was also very recent ; and, so far as we have

any evidence before us, it is at variance with the Church's

usage for three hundred years.

As regards vestments, the commissioners had

already given their opinion in the report issued by

them in the summer of 1867 :

We are of opinion that it is expedient to restrain in the

public services of the United Church of England and Ireland,

all variations in respect of vesture from that which has long

been the established usage of the said United Church, and we

think that this may be best secured by providing aggrieved

parishioners with an easy and effectual process for complaint

and redress.

Thus the basis of the report was that any de-

parture from long established usage should not be

encouraged, and the whole question looked upon in

the light of practical expediency. If a congregation

demanded, or approved of, the innovations, it was

expedient to sanction their introduction ; on the other

hand, if a congregation strongly opposed such pro-

ceedings, it was expedient for the law to be called in

to assist the opposition. The dispute was one essen-

tially for the sober common sense of the English people

to decide. Where the innovations were liked, there
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was no grievance ; where they were disapproved of,

the ' aggrieved parishioner ' had his redress. The

reUef to be obtained by him was as follows :

—

With regard then to lights and incense, as well as vest-

ments (said the commissioners), we think that a speedy and

inexpensive remedy should be provided for parishioners

aggrieved by their introduction ; and the remedy which we

recommend is the following : First, that whensoever it shall

be found necessary that order be taken concerning the same,

the usage of the Church of England and Ireland as above

stated to have prevailed for the last three hundred years shall

be deemed to be the rule of the Church in respect of vest-

ments, lights, and incense. And secondly, that parishioners

may make formal application to the Bishop in camera, and

the Bishop on such application shall be bound to inquire

into the matter of the complaint, and if it shall thereby

appear that there has been a variation from established usage

by the introduction of vestments, lights, or incense in the

public services of the Church, he shall take order forthwith

for the discontinuance of such variation and be enabled to

enforce the same summarily. We also think that the deter-

mination of the Bishop on such application should be subject

to appeal to the Archbishop of the province in camera, whose

decision thereon shall be final: provided always that if it

should appear to either party that the decision of the Bishop

or Archbishop is open to question on any legal ground, a case

may be stated by the party dissatisfied, to be certified by the

Bishop or Archbishop as correct, and then submitted by the

said party for the decision ofthe Court of the Archbishop, with-

out pleading or evidence, with a right ofappeal to your Majesty

in Council, and with power for the Court, if the statement of
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the case should appear to be in any way defective, to refer

back sucli case to the Bishop or Archbishop for amend-

ment.

To prevent frivolous applications being brought

before the Bishop, it was recommended that

the application should be made either by one or more of

the church or chapel wardens, or by at least five resi-

dent parishioners who shall be householders and declare

themselves to be members of the United Church, in places

where the population exceeds one thousand, and by at least

three such persons where the population is less than that

number.

All the clauses in this report received the full

approval of Sir Joseph Napier, and accordingly his

signature was appended without protest of any kind.

The instructions he drew up as regards the course

the commissioners were to pursue in dealing with the

constitution of the National Church, to which we have

already referred, will be found embodied in clause

eleven. There was by no means unanimity among

the commissioners in signing the report, for protests

were freely raised. The Bishop of Oxford and Dr.

Goodwin signed the report, but objected to the licence

allowed to the aggrieved parishioner, and were of

opinion that ' continued usage, in ordinary circum-

stances, ought in matters ceremonial to be so far the

rule as to protect unwilling parishioners from arbi
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trary change, even though the change may seem to

be within the letter of the law.' The Dean of West-

minster and Mr. Coleridge (now Lord Coleridge) also

signed the report, but with the protest that they

declined, since the Church of England had always

contained within it two parties, one caring much for

outward observance whilst the other was careless

about or hostile to it, and therefore room for both

must be found in it, to join 'in any recommendations

which have for their single object the attainment in

the services of the Church of a rigid uniformity in

matters not essential.' Lord Beauchamp did not sign

the report.

The Third Eeport of the Ritual Commission was

issued in the January of 1870, and consisted of altera-

tions and amendments in the selection of Lessons to

be read at the time of Divine Service. ' On a careful

revision of the present table of Lessons ' (wrote the

commissioners) ' we have thought it desirable to vary

and shorten many of them. We have disregarded to

some extent the present division of chapters when

the continuity of the subject seemed to render such a

course desirable. And while we have not felt our-

selves justified in recommending any omission in the

passages selected, we have endeavoured so to arrange

the Lessons as to include whatever might be most

conducive to edification when read in the general
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congregation.' This report was signed by Sir Joseph,

but with the following protest

:

As I understand the terms of her Majesty's Commission,

I consider that this report should not have been presented

until after our inquiries on all the other matters referred to in

the Commission had been completed. Subject to this obser-

vation, and in deference to the view taken by my colleagues, I

have added my signature to this report.

The Fourth Eeport of the Commission was pub-

lished in the August of the same year. It dealt with

various matters that had long given rise to controversy

in the Anglican Church. The chief points upon

which it touched were the following. It prohibited the

use of the wafer at Holy Communion. It asserted

that ' the directions concerning the daily use of the

Church Services are retained, not as a compulsory

rule, but as a witness to the value put by the Church

on daily prayers and intercessions, and on the daily

reading of the Holy Scriptures.' It retained the use

of the Athanasian Creed, but made a note to the

effect that ' the condemnations in this confession of

faith are to be no otherwise understood than as a

solemn warning of the peril of those who wilfully

reject the Catholic faith..' It sanctioned, when

necessary, the administration of the Holy Communion

to several persons at a time. It permitted to the

minister in the use of the Burial Service a certain
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discretion which justified him in not using the ofiice

' for any that die unbaptised, or excommunicate, or

have laid violent hands upon themselves.' Certain

alterations were also sanctioned in the use of the

Marriage Service. But the head and front of all

offence was untouched. The Ornaments rubric, the

abuse of which had, more than any other cause, given

rise to the issue of the Commission, was retained

without either alteration or explanation. To this

report numerous protests were attached. Among

the number was the following from Sir Joseph

:

I have humbly to submit to your Majesty, that in making

some of the recommendations contained in the schedule to this

report, the authority conferred by your Majesty's Commission

has been exceeded, whilst in other instances the duty enjoined

by your Majesty has not been fulfilled.

The leading object to which our attention was directed,

was the explanation or amendment of the Rubrics, Orders, and

Directions, for regulating the course and conduct of public

worship, the administration of the sacraments, and the other

services contained in the Book of Common Prayer (from

varying interpretations put upon which differences of practice

had arisen), so as to secure general uniformity of practice in

such matters as may be deemed essential. The Ornaments

rubric, from the varying interpretations of which recent

innovations on long established usage in the Church have

arisen, has been left without amendment or alteration. In

our First and Second Eeports we set up the standard of.

established usage in the Church and suggested a remedy

to restrain certain deviations therefrom, but whether this



352 LIFE OF SIR JOSEPH NAPIER

rubric is consistent with such usage is not within our

province to determine.

Prom the evidence set forth in the appendix to our First

Eeport, and the recital in your Majesty's Commission, it

appears that the diiferences of practice that have arisen out

of the varying interpretations of this rubric relate to matters

that are deemed essential.

With reference to the annotation proposed to be made in

explanation of the penal clauses of the creed commonly known

as the Athanasian Creed, I humbly submit that we were not

authorised by your Majesty to suggest any alteration in this

or any other part of the services set forth in the Book of

Common Prayer, and least of all by the imposition of a mean-

ing of which the words are not susceptible.

As to the Burial Service the recommendations made are

also in excess of our authority under your Majesty's^ Com-

mission.

In spite of these investigations, it must be admitted

that the labours of theEitual Commissioners, like the

clauses of the Public Worship Eegulation Act, have

done little to remedy the evils complained of.

Whilst the First Eeport vfas being drawn up Sir

Joseph Napier had been promoted to a seat after

which he had long hankered. Owing to the resigna-

tion of Lord Derby from ill-health, Mr. Disraeli was

called upon to exchange the office of Chancellor of the

Exchequer for that of Prime Minister. As had been

agreed upon at the formation of Lord Derby's Cabinet,

Lord Chelmsford now resigned, and was succeeded

upon the woolsack by Lord Cairns. Shortly after the
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elevation of this warm friend of the subject of this

biography to the Seals a vacancy occurred in tlie

Judicial Committee of the Privy Council by the death

of Lord Kingsdown, and Sir Joseph, recommended by

Lord Derby, was selected by Mr. Disraeli to fill the

post by appointment under the Queen's warrant dated

March 28, 1868. Tlie ofii<^e was one which Napier

had coveted ever since his resignation of the L-isli

Chancellorship. Writing to Mr. Disraeli he thus ac-

knowledged the honour conferred upon him.

1 Whitehall Gardens, Friday.

My dear Mr. Disraeli,—I have to express to _yon my
grateful appreciation of the kindness with which you have

acted with respect to the arrangement for my taking the

vacant seat on the Judicial Committee of Council. It is

a satisfaction to me to receive this honour from my old

political chief, who has always acted towards me with kindly

and considerate regard which I have not forgotten.

Your faithful and obliged

Joseph Napier.

Right Hon. Benjamin Disraeli, M.P.

For the next six years Sir Joseph was frequent in

liis attendance on tjie Judicial Committee, and his

judgments are reported in ' Moore's Privy Council

Cases,' commencing with the fifth volume of the New

Series. From an examination of these reports it will

be found that Sir Joseph was often called upon to be

the spokesman of his colleagues and to deliver judg-

A A
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ment. Appeals from the Admiralty and from the

Supreme Courts of New South Wales, Victoria, South

Australia, Hong Kong, and the Cape of Good Hope

were the cases which chiefly fell within his province.

During the hearing of the three notorious ecclesi-

astical suits. The Bishop of Cape Town v. The Bishop

of ISTatal, Martin v. Mackonochie, and Sheppard v.

Bennett, Sir Joseph was also one of the judges on

the Committee.
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CHAPTER X.

IRISH IDEAS.

Where law ends, tyranny begins.— IVilliam Pitt, Earl of Chatham,

Speech, January 9, 1770.

At this time the burning question of the hour was

the fate of the Irish Church. Was it to be severed

from the State and its revenues confiscated, or was it

to be retained in its customary power and position ?

Those were tlie two great questions, and to that

issue party hostiUties had now been narrowed. The

Liberals voted for its abohtion ; the Conservatives, on

the other hand, were hotly in favour of its maintenance.

'You cannot amend the Irish Church,' cried Mr.

Gladstone, ' in one respect or direction without ofiend-

ing in some other respect or direction, and making the

case worse than before. The reason of it is this, that

there is no basis. It is wholly disabled and dis-

qualified for pez'forming the purposes for which it

exists, and consequently I spoke in literal truth and

not in mere sarcasm when I said " You must not take

A A 2
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away its abuses, because if you take them away there

will be nothing left." ' Mr. Disraeli held a different

opinion. ' The Irish Church,' said he, ' ought to be

maintained. Its subversion would aggravate religious

hostility and party rancour, would suppress a resi-

dent class of men whose social virtues are conducive,

as all agree, to the welfare of the country, and would

further diminish the security of property in a land

where its tenure and enjoyment are not as unques-

tioned as they have hitherto been in other parts of

her Majesty's dominions. But even in Great Britain

the spoliation of the Church of Ireland would not be

without its effect. Confiscation is contagious ; and

when once a community has been seduced into

plunder, its predatory acts have seldom been single.'

We know the result of the contest. The House

of Commons was in favour of the ' Irish ideas ' of Mr.

Gladstone, and supported his views as to the disestab-

lishment and spoliation of the Irish Church. Mr.

Disraeli was of opinion that the popular assembly did

not represent the feeling of the nation on the subject

;

he therefore dissolved it and appealed to the country.

His appeal disappointed his expectations ; the tone of

the country proved adverse to the maintenance of a

Conservative Cabinet, and the strength of the Liberal

opposition was increased by a majority of over a

hundred. Mr. Disraeli bowed to the feeling of the
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country, and resigned before the meeting of the

Houses. The Liberals, at the head of whom was Mr.

Gladstone, now returned to power, and a strong ad-

ministration was formed.

The fate of the Irish Church was soon decided

upon. Shortly after the assembling of Parliament

the new Prime Minister introduced his memorable

measure. The Church in Ireland was to cease to be

recognised by the State the 1st of January 1871 ;

the right of appointing Irish Bishops was to be

abandoned by the Crown, and the Irish Bishops were

no longer to have seats in the House of Lords ; a go-

verning body representing the clergy and laity of

the Irish Church was to be elected and legally incor-

porated by the Government. Then came the disposal

of the plunder. Mr. Gladstone estimated the gross

value of the Irish Church property at 16,000,000/.

;

from this he deducted 4,900,000Z. as the life interest

of incumbents of all kinds ; then as compensation to

curates 800,000/. ; for other compensations 900,000/.

;

and for Maynooth engagements 1,100,000/. A large

surplus however would still remain, and with this the

Prime Minister proposed to make provision for the

blind, deaf and dumb, and other charities and lunatic

asylums for the relief of unavoidable calamity or

suffering, but not so as to cancel the obligations of

property for the relief of the poor.
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When the details of this scheme became known

across St. George's Channel great was the outcry-

raised by the members of the disestabhshed and de-

spoiled Church. An indignation meeting was held in

Dublin by the members of the Church Conference

which was crowded to the very doors. Sir Joseph

Napier was present, and as a lawyer was especially

entrusted with a resolution stigmatising the proposed

alienation of the property of the Irish Church as an

act of injustice unparalleled in the history of consti-

tutional government. He confined himself strictly to

the terms of his resolution.

He had not, he said, to deal with the question

whether the State might think fit to withdraw from

its connection with the Church—that was a great

question, perhaps the greatest of all political ques-

tions, but it had been already dealt with exhaustively

by other persons. The question for him to consider

was whether the State might alienate property freely

given to the Church for Church purposes and still

wanted for them. Could it ever be said that if

a husband was base and faithless enough to desert

his wife, he should make his desertion of her the

ground of claiming to carry away her separate pro-

perty ? She might justly say. If you desert me, I

shall require it more than ever to maintain my position

and support my household. Forty years ago, when
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the title of the Church to her property was called in

question, evidence had been given with regard to it

by the Professor of Canon Law at Maynooth. He
said, ' It therefore appears that the present possessors

of Church property in Ireland have a just title to the

same on all the principles laid down by the Pope in

the rescript before us.' Forty years had since elapsed,

during which Ireland had undisturbed enjoyment.

She had the proposed protection of oaths and

pledges in abundance. He asked, then, if Ireland

had admittedly a just title in 1826, was it not an act

of injustice now to seize on the whole of that

property as if it were the forfeiture of an attainted

traitor ? The Irish Church was a spiritual institution

as the Church of Christ before the English invasion or

the intrusion of the Papacy. It got its property as the

Church of Christ in possession. Why then should it

be stripped of its common law rights ? Why should

the Irish Church be dealt with as a mere civil cor-

poration created by royal charter ? Why should it

be treated as a department of the civil service under

the control of the Government ? Her endowments

were intended to be a permanent provision, why was

she to be robbed of them ?

Is it come to this (asked Napier), is it come to this, in our

day—that grants made to a sycophant courtier or to a favourite

mistress are to be held sacred by the Whig politician and
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historian, that they are to be regarded as so sacred that to

annul them would shake that confidence in the security of

property which is the very basis of civil society, and that

grants by a Protestant Sovereign to his own Church for

ministering the pure Word of God and the Sacraments of

Christ—for maintaining that Church in its difficulties and

struggles in the province of Ulster which it was part of a

great policy to settle and to civilise—that these are to be

treated as at the disposal of Parliament at its will and pleasure

for party and political purposes ? If the former grants could

not be taken without danger to the general stability of pro-

perty,—if the taking away of those grants was robbery, I

would ask by what name shall I characterise, according to

truth and justice, the alienation proposed by this Bill ? Sup-

posing I am right then, in my position, that these grants

differ not from private donations, I ask what right has the

State to take away this property from us ? We have every

kind of title that can be imagined. We have even the canon

law of Eome recognising our title as just. These endow-

ments are wanted for their original purpose. The donors'

intent was that they should remain for these purposes. Had

those who settled in the parishes for which this provision

was made, have their descendants, no vested interests in the

permanence of ministrations intended to be provided for ?

Have the parishioners now no vested interest ? The clergy

are but the ministers for the time being of the people. The

provision secures a recompense for the discharge of their

duties—for the labourer is worthy of his hire ; but the sub-

stantial interest, the true vested right, is in the people ; it is

a vested inheritance for them and for those who are to come

after them ; and we are bound by every sense of duty to God

to maintain their right as far as we can by every lawful
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A Churcli can be established in the true sense of the

word although not connected with the State. But it is said

because the State coalesced and became connected with the

Church here, therefore every grant is to be subject to the

disposal of Parliament. I say that these endowments were

gifts to the Church as a Christian Church, and if she is not

to be protected by her connection with the State, I say

again that the State has no more right to alienate her pro-

perty than a faithless and deserting husband would have to

spoliate his wife of her separate estate. It is the Church's

property, in which her laity have a permanent vested inheri-

tance. Their right cannot be weakened because of the sacred-

ness of purpose which belongs to it. No. Bishop Butler,

when walking one night in his garden with his chaplain,

said, ' What reason is there to suppose that the Almighty does

not sometimes afflict nations with insanity as well as indivi-

duals ? ' If I am right in my general principles, how afortiori

do they apply to this country ? How a fortiori do they apply

to the case of those who, confiding in the faith of English

protection, upon the faith of the perpetuity of Church minis-

trations, have settled here with their families ? I refer to

fundamental laws under which a social structure has been

built up and the settlement of property secured ; and to be

suddenly struck down, deserted, and spoliated by those who

ought to be our chief protectors, I say before God and man it

is an unrighteous and oppressive wrong, and will, if perpe-

trated, leave an indelible stain upon the honour and the faith

of England. There is one thing more. It is stated in the

resolution that there is no precedent for this—no constitu-

tional precedent for it. In the House of Commons none

could be produced. Allusion is made in the resolution to the

danger to other properties. If you upheave so great a foun-
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dation of property as this, you violate the rules and maxims

which give stability to all property. What said Edmund
Burke ? ' It is in the principle of injustice that the danger

lies, and not in the description of persons on whom it is first

exercised. The great source of my solicitude is, lest it should

ever be considered in England as the policy of a State to

seek a resource in confiscations of any kind.' Such were the

reflections of this great statesman.

Well, then, I think I have made out my case. I think if

ever there was a title to property having the highest sanc-

tions—British law, canon law, prescriptive right, natural

justice, eternal equity, the principles of free constitutional

government—if these ought to secure property, we are bound

to preserve this property for its permanent purposes. We
may lead a forlorn hope, but I believe in my conscience, and

I say it solemnly and deliberately, never had men a more

responsible position or a more righteous cause. If it be a

forlorn hope, then the more chivalrous should be our courage

and the more firm our fidelity. We can leave the future

with the Almighty in His inscrutable wisdom ; our part is

present duty. Whatever it may be His will to put upon us,

let us remember this, that we contend for principles indestruc-

tible as justice and immutable as truth.

This opposition however had been raised in vain.

The Irish Church Bill was carried through the Com-

mons by a majority of over a hundred, whilst in the

Upper House, the peers, aware that the country was

in favour of the measure, contented themselves with

fighting for certain compromises, and, after these

had been agreed upon, gave their sanction to the
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disestablishment and disendowment of the Protestant

Church in Ireland.

It is melancholy to think how all the prophecies

uttered by Sir Joseph Napier and other representa-

tives of the Conservative party, as to the results that

would ensue from the downfall of the Protestant

Church in Ireland, have been fulfilled. It was said

that the disestablishment of the Irish Church would

weaken the power of the Crown in Ireland ; at no

time in the history of Ireland has the royal supremacy

been more openly disregarded and set at defiance than

during the last decade and a half. It was said that

Eome would wield an authority over the island such

as the Papacy had seldom before exercised ; never

has Ireland been more submissive to the commands

of the Vatican than of late years. It was said that

by the disestablishment of the Protestant clergy the

Irish peasantry would lose the help afibrded them by

landlords who were weU-to-do and were always resi-

dent ; many of the Protestant clergy on receiving

their compensation allowances quitted the country

and entered upon colonial or continental chaplaincies,

thus leaving the Irish peasant to the tender mercies

of a callous and impoverished priesthood. It was

said that Ireland, having found that a course of inti-

midation was the only method to obtain her ends,

would on the overthrow of the Irish Church make
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other demands upon the State, and press her suit by

menace. Have not recent events plainly revealed the

nature of the demands of Ireland and the resources

Irishmen have adopted to enforce obedience to their

requests ?

The first branch of the Upas tree had been lopped

off, the second was now to follow. There had been

no secret that the disestablishment of the Irish

Church was to be followed by an Irish Land Bill.

Shortly after the opening of the Parliament of 1870

Mr. Gladstone, basing many of his clauses on the four

Bills introduced by Napier in 1852, brought in his

measure to reform the land laws of Ireland. Though

it was the wish of Mr. Disraeli to deal with his rival's

scheme in a candid and conciliatory spirit, it was

necessary for him as the leader of the opposition to

be prepared to act the part of critic. He required

coaching up, and there was none at hand to perform

the task. Sir Joseph was in Dublin, busy with Church

matters and the afiairs of Trinity College. Mr.

Disraeli now remembered him of his old colleague,

and how as Attorney-General he had been entrusted

to pilot the Conservative land schemes through the

House of Commons. Where then could a better ad-

viser be found than in Napier ? Mr. Disraeli wrote

to Sir Joseph reminding him how eighteen years

ago they first conferred together about an Irish Land
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Bill, and how advantageous it had been for him, the

writer, to have possessed such an adviser.

Now (writes the leader of tte opposition, Feb. 21, 1870),

I am in a very different situation ; not a single Irish lawyer in

the House of Commons, at least on our benches, except Ball

[afterwards Attorney-General and Lord Chancellor of Ireland],

who is of course in the diocese of Armagh. Even Cairns has

departed for Mentone. On the 7th I have to express my
views on the Government Bill. What a situation for the

leader of a party—as Bright says, still a great party ! Under

these circumstances I write to you, my old confederate. Can

you find time from your oecumenical council to give me the

result of your reflections on the Government scheme, and such

materials as may be opportune and profitable to me ? I don't

even know whether the Ulster right can be enforced in a

court of law, and there is nobody here to tell me ; I must

therefore summon Napier to the rescue.

How Napier came to the rescue no material before

me exactly explains. Neither letters nor notes upon

this subject have been preserved. If, however, we

refer to the speech delivered by Mr. Disraeli (March

11, 1870) in the House of Commons, criticising the

measure of the Government, it is not difficult for

us to ascertain the nature of the ' reflections ' fur-

nished by Sir Joseph. Mr. Disraeh proved himself a

most apt pupil, and the speech that fell from his lips

on that occasion was lucid, critical, and replete with

technical knowledge. For much of this technical
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knowledge it is not utterly preposterous to suppose

that he was indebted to the comments and suggestions

of his ' old confederate.'

During the greater part of this year Ireland still

continued to absorb much of the attention of the

Government. In spite of the overthrow of the Irish

Church, the clauses of the new Land Bill, and the

clemency of the landlords (perhaps on account of

that clemency), Ireland refused to be satisfied or to

desist from her work of agitation and conspiracy.

The Secret Societies were as active as ever, inciting the

peasantry to commit agrarian outrages and to enter

upon open revolt against the Government. So grave

were the disorders that existed in Westmeath and

its neighbourhood, that Lord Hartington, then Chief

Secretary for Ireland, felt himself compelled, early in

the session of the next year, February 27, 1871, to

appeal to the House of Commons for a Committee to

investigate the causes which had led to the reign of

terror that prevailed across St. George's Channel, and

to obtain additional powers for the Government. His

lordship drew a painful picture of the influence which

the Eibbon Society exercised ; how murders were

committed, how landlords were unable to enforce the

commonest rights of property, and how farmers were

crippled in their efforts to obtain labour. He did

not ask, said Lord Hartington, for a Committee to
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provide a remedy, for that was the duty of ministers,

but he wanted a Committee to be formed so as to

secure a thorough investigation of the case and thus

satisfy the House that when the Government asked for

any further powers their demands would be justified

by necessity. There had been a precedent, continued

the Chief Secretary, for such a request. In 1852 a

Committee had been constituted at the instigation of

Mr. Napier, then Attorney-General for Ireland, to

inqiiire into the state of Armagh, Monaghan, and

Louth. Lord Hartington concluded by moving ' that

a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the

state of Westmeath and certain parts adjoining of

Meath and King's County ; the nature, extent, and

effect of a certain unlawful combination and con-

federacy existing therein, and the best means of

suppressing the same.'

Sir Joseph wrote to Mr. Disraeli on the subject a

few days before the motion was actually presented to

the House

:

4 Merrion Square, Saturday.

My deal- Mr. Disraeli,—With reference to Lord Hart-

ington's motion, I need not make comments that are mere

commonplaces, but I think I may properly refer you to the

course we took as to putting down Ribbonism in 1852. With

your sanction at the time, I moved for a Select Committee on

the subject.' We had a searching, open, and complete inves-

1 See Hansard, vol. cxix. p. 1171, March 15, 1852.
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elected by an enthusiastic people in order to terminate the

grievances of that country and secure its contentment and

tranquillity, he must needs dig up our poor weak Government

:

' There was Mr. Napier, your Attorney-General, he moved

for a Committee, and you were a member of that Cabinet.'

Yes (cried Mr. Disraeli), but if I had had a majority of one

hundred behind my hack I ivould not have moved for that Gom-

mittee. . I did the best I could, and I passed a good Bill by a

respectable majority. But was the situation in which I was

placed similar to the situation of her Majesty's present

ministers ? Look for a moment to the relations which this

Government bear to the House of Commons with regard to

the administration of Ireland. The right hon. gentleman

opposite pMEr. Gladstone] was elected for a specific purpose

:

he was the minister who alone was capable to cope with these

long-enduring and mysterious evils that had tortured and

tormented the civilisation of England. The right hon. gentle-

man persuaded the people of England that with regard to

Irish politics he was in possession of the philosopher's stone.

Well, he has been returned to this House with an immense

majority, with the object of securing the tranquillity and

content of Ireland. Has anything been grudged him ? Time,

labour, devotion—whatever has been demanded has been

accorded, whatever has been proposed has been carried.

Under his influence and at his instance we have legalised

confiscation, consecrated sacrilege, condoned high treason ; we

have destroyed churches, we have shaken property to its

foundation, and we have emptied gaols; and now he cannot

govern a country without coming to a Parliamentary com-

mittee ! The right hon. gentleman, after all his heroic ex-

ploits, and at the head of his great majority, is making govern-

ment ridiculous.
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I presume that the difBculty now felt is, to get witnesses

to come forward to give evidence so as to get convictions in

cases in which the Ribbon Society are concerned. But when

it is known that tlie Executive Government are thoroughly in

earnest and resolute, this difficulty has been overcome.

Mr. Disraeli was not slow to use his powers of

sarcasm in attacking this motion of Lord Hartington.

Considering, he said (February 27, 1871), that two

years had passed of constant legislation by a Govern-

ment specially elected to introduce an entirely new

system in the administration of Ireland, it must cer-

tainly be painful to have to admit that the labours of

the last two sessions had been in vain. Then as to

the Committee, which was at first to have been a

Secret Committee, and eight hours afterwards was

turned into a Select Committee, he branded such

change of opinion as indicating ' a tone of levity in

dealing with a great question which ought not to

pass unnoticed. Why had Lord Hartington asked

for a special committee of inquiry ? A committee of

inquiry for such purposes was always in existence

—

it was the Cabinet of the Queen.'

The noble lord (said the leader of the opposition) has

made some reference from that richness ofprecedent with which

he has been crammed on this occasion to what occurred in

1852, and in the midst of the distress of this regenerating

Government of Ireland, supported by a hundred legions and

B B
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fined to the adoption of laws of either of the Uni-

versities of Oxford or Cambridge.

5. That the true intent and purpose of the

charters and statutes was to deal with the College

and the University as integral parts of one educational

institution, in which a complete course of instruction

in arts and faculties was to be provided.^

Tor the second case which Sir Joseph was called

xvjpon to decide, I quote entirely from the volume of

Mr. Burke.2

In connection with the subject of University education

a question of much nicety arose out of the fellowship ex-

amination which took place on May 23, 1872. Mr.

Purser, one of the successful candidates, was a Moravian.

Before the examination counsel were consulted as to whether

in the event of his being entitled by superior merit to one of

the two fellowships then vacant, he would be eligible, and

• would not be disqualified by the religious test. Counsel

differed in opinion, one holding that the Board were not

debarred by the terms of the statute from electing him, while

another held that they were. In this dilemma they con-

sulted Sir J. Napier as to the course they ought to take, and

he advised them to elect the two best candidates, and that in

the event of Mr. Purser being disqualified, the third would

succeed to the second place without having another examina-

tion next year.

After the examination had concluded, Mr. Purser was

declared entitled to the first fellowship, Mr. M'Cay to the

' History of the Lord Chancellors of Irelniid, 1186-1874. By Oliver

J. Burke, p. 302. » ^j,-^ ^^ 302-4.



IRISH IDEAS 371

Had Lord Beaconsfield been spared to look upon

the first half of the year of grace 1886, cannot we

imagine the nature of his comments upon the

exploits of the riglit hon. gentleman ?

' Irish ideas ' of a minor and exclusively local

character were at this time also occupying much of

the attention of Sir Joseph Napier. A controversy

had arisen with regard to the constitution of the Uni-

versity of Dublin and its relation to Trinity College

which was referred to the Vice Chancellor for his con-

sideration. Napier investigated the matter, and pub-

lished a thesis, entitled 'Tlie College and the Uni-

versity,' which was warmly approved of by Lord

Cairns. The conclusions arrived at by the learned

author were as follows :

1. That the College had certain University privi-

leges which had been conferred on its studiosi and on

its governing body.

2. That the University (properly so called) was a

distinct corporate body.

3. That the studiosi had not, and never had, the

right to elect any of the principal officers of the

University.

4. That the governing body of the College had

the power of making the leges Academice with refer-

ence to the conferring of degrees, and were not con-
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subsequent research, and fully confirmed his view ; but the

opinion of the Chancellor was in itself and by the statutes

conclusive. The opinions of each of the Visitors having been

communicated to him, together with a full report of the

arguments, Tjord Cairns arrived at the same conclusion as the

Vice-Chancellor, and the decision was made accordingly. The

Vice-Chancellor gave his reasons in an elaborate judgment, in

which he dealt with the arguments and authorities relied on by

counsel. The Archbishop on this occasion stated that having

seen the opinions of the Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor,

he thought it could not be of any service to the parties for him

to offer any opinion upon the question of Mr. Purser's eligi-

bility. In other respects he concurred with the decision. The

decision has been signed by the Visitors and countersigned by

the Chancellor of the University.

Mr. Purser being thus declared eligible was called upoa

to make the declaration required to be made by a fellow after

his election and before his admission to the full rights of

fellowship. This he declined to do, and the fellowship there-

upon was declared vacant.

Another Irish matter of much importance was

also at this time engaging the attention of Napier.

Upon the disestabhshment of the Irish Church, Sir

Joseph took a most active part in the reconstruction

of the Church of Ireland. He rendered valuable

service in framing its new constitution, whilst

numerous important Acts of Sjmod and rules of

debate were shaped by his hand. He settled the

position the Bishops were to occupy under the new

order of things, he laid down the law as to the use of
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second, while Mr. Minchin was the third and Mr. Pattison

the fourth, in order of merit. Mr. Purser, a Moravian, as we
have said, admitted that he had no objection to attend the

services of the Church of Ireland and to receive the sacra-

ment according to the rites and ceremonies of that Church,

but he declined to make the statutable declaration. The

Provost thereupon refused to admit him, although elected by

the Board, to the vacant fellowship.

On June 11, 1872, the question was argued in the Exa-

mination Hall of the College, before the Visitors, Sir Joseph

Napier and the Archbishop of Dublin.

The Solicitor-General, Mr. Palles, Q.C. (with Mr. Murray),

appeared as counsel for Messrs. Minchin and Panton; Mr.

Jellett, Q.C, and Mr. Bewley,for Mr. Purser ; Dr. Ball, Q.C,

Messrs Tandy, Q.C, and Webb, for Trinity College. The

case of Mr. Purser involved the question whether, although

in other material respects he was adjudged to be superior to

his competitors, he was legally disqualified to be elected a

fellow, inasmuch as at the time he was a member of the

Moravian Church.

The Vice-Chancellor of the University, Sir Joseph Napier,

held that the case was not one of a disqualification distinctly

and directly provided for in the College statutes, either ex-

pressly or by clear and manifest implication ; and that beyond

this, it was for the electors to decide according to the terms

of their electoral oath and their conscientious judgment, which

was in its nature final and conclusive. The Archbishop of

Dublin intimated his opinion to be that a question of theology

was involved, upon which he proposed to communicate his

opinion to the Chancellor of the University (Lord Cairns).

The Vice-Chancellor proceeded on the principle established

by the decision in the case of Downing College, Cambridge

(3 Mylne & CraJg), an authority which he discovered by his
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Ireland of the services of some who raight otherwise hereafter

be found among her most efHcient and earnest ministers.

Upon these matters Napier thus writes to his great

friend the late Lord Harrowby, with whose pohtical

and rehgious opinions he was always in complete

accord

:

I quite concur in the view you take as to the policy of

keeping the laity from heing swamped by the clergy. In

truth it is most desirable to prevent to the uttermost any

ultraism on the part of either body. What we have most to

apprehend is the narrowness that not unfrequently accom-

panies earnestness. I hope we shall keep in communion

with the English Church, and not allow our comprehensive

system as constituted by our Articles and formularies, soundly

interpreted in their large and full meaning, to be limited or

narrowed so as to humour any clique or section, whether of

Paul or of Apollos. . . . For my part I cannot but feel that

the policy of the Government has put in jeopardy the union

between the countries. I see that the Ulster proprietors are

about to form a kind of Ulster Protestant League. We must

all do the best we can under our difficulties, and by the faith-

ful fulfilment of duty and unswerving confidence in the bless-

ing and guidance of Him without whom nothing is strong,

nothing holy, we may weather the storm.

Napier was opposed to any alterations being

elTected in the Prayer Book which had for their

object to repress the sacerdotal pretensions of the

Irish ritualists.

I'or my own part (he writes again to Lord Harrowby), I

have much doubt whether any change would have the desired
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ornaments, he regulated the relations between tlie

clergy and the laity, and he opposed the introduction

of any material alterations in the Book of Common
Prayer. A party then existed which was anxious,

now that the Church was disestablished and entering

upon a new career, to make certain changes in the

Ordination Service. These changes Sir Joseph ob-

jected to as neither safe nor necessary. He could not

see there was a sufficient reason for the Church of

Ireland to take up an isolated position, and frame for

herself a new form for conferring Orders, which the

law of the Church of England might not admit to be

legally sufficient under the Act of Uniformity, and

which therefore might not be recognised as sufficient

in other parts of the British Empire. It would, he

considered, be a very grave matter for the Irish clergy

if it should be decided that those who had obtained

Irish Orders under this meditated new form were to

be excluded from officiating in the Church of England

or elsewhere within the Anghcan communion.

I cannot but feel (he wrote) that this might work in-

juriously to our Church here, at a time when it is of vital

importance to secure the best men we can attract to the work

of the ministry in Ireland ; men of good education and liberal

minds, as well as of sound religion. I do not believe that

such would be kept away by our retaining the existing Ordi-

nal, with its authorised exposition ; but the change proposed

might have the effect of ultimately depriving the Church of
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arose as to the disposal of office. Lord O'Hagan had

retired from the Court of Chancery, and a successor

to the vacant post of Chancellor had to be appointed.

It had been offered to Mr. Ball, one of the members

for the University of Dublin, and at that time the most

distinguished member of the Irish bar, and by him

had been accepted. His presence could not, however,

then be spared from the House of Commons, and he

had to content himself, until his services in the

popular chamber were no longer required, with the

post of Attorney-General for Ireland. Accordingly,

whilst the promotion of Mr. Ball was in abeyance, the

Great Seal was put in commission, with Sir Joseph

Napier, Mr. Justice Lawson, and Master Brooke as

Commissioners. Sir Joseph was Chief Commissioner,

and his eldest son William, of whom more hereafter,

was appointed secretary to the Commission. During the

next few months, from the February to the November

of 1874, the work entrusted to Sir Joseph was enor-

mous. In addition to hearing causes in the Court

of Chancery and deciding cases in the Court of Appeal,

he was Assessor to the General Synod which now

regulated the affairs of the disestablished Church of

Ireland, whilst as Vice-Chancellor of the University of

Dublin lais time was much occupied in the considera-

tion of certain changes that were then proposed as

to its governing bod3^ Yet in his tiiple capacity as
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effect. There might perhaps be some alterations that would

leave the words less liable to be misused or misunderstood,

but verbal precision is but a flimsy safeguard to restrain the

sacerdotal invader from following up his aggressions. As to

canons which are founded upon the recent decisions, the only

objection would be that the multiplication of laws is not

desirable. Some think it makes the matter more discernibly

definite. If the decisions are the basis, there is no substantial

objection to the declaratory canon. As to this I have no

anxiety. The law as settled is enough for me—others may
like a canon. ... I am confident that in the main we will

be able to keep in the via media, and to maintain our

union and communion with the Church of England. It

is, however, a very difficult problem to keep up popular

earnestness and sympathy without getting into the groove

of sect.

For the position and power which the Irish

Churcli has been successful, thanks to its representa-

tive body, in maintaining and developing, it owes no

Uttle debt of gratitude to the labours and forethought

of Sir Joseph Napier—a debt, let us add, which it has

never attempted to lessen or disclaim.

On the adverse verdict of the country upon the

Liberal Government at the general election which took

place early in the year 1874, Mr. Gladstone resigned

office, and Mr. Disraeli once more held the seals as

Prime Minister. In England no obstacles presented

themselves to the formation of an administration,

but across St. George's Channel some httle difficulty
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Christmas day Mr. Ball was appointedLord Chancellor

of Ireland. Sir Joseph JSTapier (whose judgment was

read) and Mr. Justice Lawson concurred in the de-

cision of the court below, and the appeal was conse^

quently dismissed. Lord Justice Christian was some-

what of a different opinion from his colleagues, and in

delivering his judgment thus concluded :

I have tried to make intelligible the considerations which,

I must confess, have left me full of misgivings as to the

soundness of this claim, though it has met with the approval

of both the Lords Commissioners. Then the question presents

itself—which is, under the circumstances, of little or no con-

sequence to any one but myself—what course ought I to take ?

If I were sitting alone, and were hearing this case in the first

instance, I believe that I should send it to a trial at law.

But I am not hearing it in the first instance, and I am not

sitting alone. I have the advantage of being associated with

colleagues whose judgment, whose knowledge, whose conver-

sance with the affairs of this court and exclusive devotion

of their time to them, I can hold in that respect that, as when

I find them agreeing with me I am encouraged, so when I

find them differing from me I am instantly held in check.

The latter is precisely the position in which I find myself at

this moment, and which I have found myself in since the

commencement of the present admirable constitution of this

court. I say advisedly—and I am happy to take this, the last

opportunity of saying it—the present admirable constitution

of this court—headless though it be—a headless institution

as, with exquisite appropriateness of time and place and

circumstances, it has been lately called by one who seldom

stops to measure his phrases by his knowledge of whatever
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judge, assessor, and vice-chancellor, he acquitted

himself so ably of the different duties imposed upon

him, as to receive the marked approval of all who

were connected with him in his work.

On Friday, November 27, 1874—a day he ever

remembered—Sir Joseph sat for the last time as

President in the Court of Chancery. His fondly

cherished son William had been seized with an ill-

ness from which he never recovered, and the stricken

father had but one thought, to remain at the bedside

of the sufferer until all was over. In ignorance of

the affliction which was bowing him down to the very

earth, the Lord Mayor of Dublin had invited Napier

to a banquet to be given to her Majesty's Judges on

the following Tuesday. The invitation was of course

declined. At the banquet, Whiteside, now Lord

Chief Justice, responded to the toast of the Bench,

and took the opportunity to comment upon the

' headless Court of Chancery,' in allusion to the cir-

cumstance that no Lord Chancellor had as yet been

appointed. The sneer was not however, allowed to

pass unnoticed. Three days before the Christmas

of 1874 Mr. Justice Lawson, one of the Lords Com-

missioners, and Lord Justice Christian sat in the

Court of Appeal in Chancery, there to deliver judg-

ment on the last case in their list. It was also to be

the last sitting of the Commissioners, for the day after
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CHAPTEE XI.

SORROW.

Verily

I swear, 'tis better to he lowly born,

And range with humble livers in content,

Than to be perb'd up in a glist'ring grief.

And wear a golden sorrow.

Henry VIII., act ii. so. 3.

In tlie lecture upon Edmund Burke to which we

have already alluded, ISTapier when commenting upon

the honours proposed to be conferred on the great

statesman, thus proceeds :

In the midst of all this Burke was bowed to the earth

by a stroke of affliction, which left his home desolate and

blighted his earthly hopes. The child of his young affec-

tion—the son of his bosom, whom he so tenderly loved,

to whom he looked as the bearer of the title he had won

and the inheritor of the property that he had with toil

and effort secured,—he was now cut off; but a few months

after Richard, his loved brother, had been taken to his

rest. All, all were gone; he was now left in solitude and

sorrow. In the celebrated letter which he wrote in reply to
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subject he may take a fancy to declaim about—I have great

pleasure in informing that very eminent legal personage, as

he has been good enough to concern himself about us, that

the Court of Chancery in Ireland is now, and has been for

the last nine months of this year, under very excellent head-

ship and leadership indeed—and in particular as to this its

upper branch, of which I can speak with some knowledge

—

this, the Court of Appeal in Chancery—this, let me remind

our censor, the first and most exalted, without a single ex-

ception, among all the courts within this realm, whether of

law or of equity, as the court must needs be which hears

appeals from the court of the Lord Chancellor himself, when

we have the felicity to possess one—that never since it was

founded has it been better headed, better guided, better led,

smoother in working, more harmonious in mutual help and

co-operation, more eflScient in every way for transacting the

public business, than it has been during the last three terms

of the present year.
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crushiug severity upon Sir Joseph. His eldest son,

the pride and light of his house, who at that time

was acting as secretary to the Commission entrusted

with the custody of the Great Seal, was suddenly

called to his rest in the vigour of his youth, and

ere the promise of a brilliant career had had scope

for fulfilment. WilUam Napier appears to have been

a young man of a singularly genial and kindly

nature, and his loss was mourned by a large circle

of friends. To the loving parents this sudden and

unexpected death was a source of the bitterest

grief. It was indeed one of those deep and silent

sorrows which, ever fresh and ever present, is

so seared into the heart that even the great con-

soler Time refuses to bring relief. Like the sincere

Christian he was. Sir Joseph bent his head to the

divine will. Yet, in spite of all his submission and

resignation, it is evident from the letters before me

that henceforth in this life there was to be little to

cheer the once combative lawyer and eager poli-

tician before being summoned to follow in the

steps of him he so passionately loved. The truths

of religion brought comfort and consolation to Sir

Joseph, as they have to many others in their dark

hour of misery, but happiness was never again to be

his Throughout the weary days before him, the
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the Duke of Bedford, the finest diatribe in any language for

dignified rebuke, and unequalled in the solemn severity and

the classic beauty of its composition, he says :
' The storm has

gone over me, and I lie like one of those old oaks which the

late hurricane has scattei'ed about me—I am stripped of all my
honours, I am torn vip by the roots, and lie prostrate on the

earth ! There, and prostrate there, I must unfeignedly recog-

nise the divine justice. ... I greatly deceive myself if, in

this hard season, I would give a peck of refuse wheat for all

that is called fame and honour in the world.'

Oh ! Thou whn driest the mourner's tear,

How dark this world would he,

If when deceived and wounded here,

We could not fly to Thee.

He had made his will. After alluding in touching terms

to his son's recent death, he says, ' According to the ancient,

good, and laudable custom, of which my heart and under-

standing recognise the propriety, I bequeath my soul to God,

hoping for His mercy through the only merits of our Lord and

Saviour Jesus Christ. My body, I desire, if I should die in any

place very convenient for its transport thither (but not other-

wise), to be buried in the church of Beaconsfield, near to the

bodies of my dearest brother and my dearest son ; in all

humility praying that as we have lived in perfect unity

together, we may together have a part in the resurrection of

the just.' What a grandeur (notes Napier) there is in this

simple, solemn surrender of Burke to the infinite mercy and

the sovereign grace of God

!

A similar blow, from the effects of which he

never really recovered, was now to fall with all its
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To this epistle Napier returned the following

reply :

1 Whitehall Gardens, Wednesday, Feb. 10, 1875.

Dear Mr. Disraeli,—Your very kind letter was forwarded

to me here yesterday. I fully appreciate the thoughtful

attention that prompted you to write to me not only with

reference to the services rendered under the Commission by

which I was recently placed in a high and honourable office

in Ireland, but also to convey your sympathy with me in the

bereavement by which it has pleased God in His wisdom to

afflict me.

The excellent and efficient colleagues I had, enabled me

to earn the good opinion of her Majesty's Government, and

indeed we laboured diligently to deserve it. For my own

part I felt that it was a privilege and an honour to execute

the functions of so high an office, and especially in the admi-

nistration of justice in so high a tribunal. I appreciate sin-

cerely the conveyance of the thanks of her Majesty's Govern-

ment, and especially as coming from you, with whom I have

been so proud to serve as a comrade. Still more under

present circumstances am I touched and feel grateful for your

kind and friendly sympathy under an affliction which has

indeed weighed heavily upon me. What had made me happy

whilst I was in the office of a Lord Commissioner, was the

natural and just pride of a father in seeing the admirable and

efficient manner in which my very dear son discharged his

duties as our secretary and won the esteem and respect of all

who knew him. It is not for me to say more than this—that

his unexpected removal by death has left a void in my heart

and a blank in my life that can only be fflled by the Giver of

every good and perfect gift.

According to your request I have communicated your
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liglit of life and the joy of work were gone, and

there now remained nothing this side the grave save

to complete the task allotted him, inspired alone by

the cold stimulus of duty.

Letters of condolence came in by every post, and

if sympathy could have removed sorroAv, the grief of

the bereaved parents would have been a thing of the

past. From the kindly list we select one or two

which called forth special and characteristic replies

from Sir Joseph. The first was from Mr. Disraeh,

ostensibly upon the conclusion of the labours of the

Commission charged with the trust of the Great Seal.

2 Whitehall Gardens, Feb. 6, 1875.

Dear Sir -Joseph,—I cannot allow the Commission of the

Great Seal to terminate in Ireland without offering on the

part of her Majesty's Government our thanks for the zeal,

industry, and learning with which the Lords Commissioners

fulfilled the duties of that high ofBce.

I shall feel obliged to you if you will convey to your late

colleagues this sincere expression of our feelings.

I know too well that in the course of the discharge of

those duties, you yourself had to encounter one of those cala-

mities which tend for a time to paralyse both the intellect

and the will. I will not presume to offer you consolation,

but the sympathy of a true friend may perhaps be accepted.

Yours sincerely,

B. Disraeli.

Bight Hon. Sir Joseph Napier, Bart.

C C
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to the heart of the mourners the blessed truth that ' even so

also them that sleep in Jesus will the Lord bring with Him.'

Faith is the victory that overcometh the world. I pray

earnestly for an increase of faith, and thus to realise the only

consolation by which despondency is corrected and our hearts

comforted and cheered by a humble but immortal hope of a

blessed reunion. . . . Again thanking you for your comfort-

able words of sympathy and condolence,

I am, dear Archbishop,

Your faithful and grateful

Joseph Napier.
His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin.

It had been necessary after the lapse of several

months for Lady Napier to try if by change of air

and scene she could somewhat recover from the

grave depression into which acute grief had plunged

her. But memory was too tenacious of the past, and

the benefit anticipated was not realised. Of what

avail is change of scene when the mind is powerless

to dispel the black clouds overhanging it ? Does not

Milton say ?

A miad not to be changed by place or time.

The mind is its own place, and in itself

Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven.

Sir Joseph wrote to his wife

:

I well know what your trial must be, but surely

God will give the grace needed and the consolation prayed

for, and graciously lead you on the way where dear Willy
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expression of tHanks on the part of her Majesty's Govern-

ment to my colleagues in the Commission, and I am quite

sure they will receive it with the satisfaction that must always

be felt by those whose discharge of responsible public duty has

won for them an honourable and grateful recognition from

the Queen's Government.

Believe me to be,

Your faithful and afflicted

Joseph Napier.
Right Hon. B. Disraeli, M.P.

Dr. Trencti, the Archbishop of Dubhn, who knew

young Napier and fully appreciated the loss sustained,

had written one of those letters of condolence to the

bereaved parents, which only he could write, full of

tender sympathy and lofty encouragement which

soothed like a balm the stricken soul. Sir Joseph

thus answered it

:

South Kensington Hotel, March 30, 1875.

My dear Archbishop,—Although I expect to see you early

in the next week at the Synod, I cannot defer the offering of

our grateful thanks for your kind and consoling words in the

time of our deep affliction. You had caught the principal

characteristics of our beloved son—his devoted and dutiful

affection for his parents, combined with an unselfish and

earnest active benevolence. He was simple and modest,

manly and sincere in his faith. His tender, watchful care as

to everything connected with my wants and wishes endeared

him to me in a way I could not describe. But all this has

deepened the assurance that he sleeps in Him who died and

rose again ; and brings home with glad and grateful comfort

c c 2
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As a source of solace in his griefj Sir Joseph now

busied himself in penning a brief memoir of this

cherished son for private circulation. A copy lies

before me, rendered all the more sacred from being

annotated by the loving hand of an affectionate

mother. ' I have been left,' writes Sir Joseph touching

this self-imposed task, ' to draw up this memoir of my
son ; though deeply it has affected me, a sad yet

soothing office. He was to have written mine ; God's

will be done !

'

Though keenly desirous of succeeding at the bar,

and with every prospect of a brilliant career before

him, young Napier had not confined his industry

entirely to legal work. High-minded, singularly un-

selfish, and with a heart ever sensitive to suffering,

he interested himself in various philanthropic labours.

The motto of his hfe was ' never omit an opportunity

of doing a kindness.' ' He took,' writes his father, ' a

great interest in hospital work, and was honorary

secretary to the Mercer's Hospital ; he attended to

its duties regularly, besides visiting patients with

tender kindness.' The estimation in which he was

held appears from the first Keport of the Governors

after his death, in which reference is made ' to the

loss of their highly esteemed and much loved

honorary secretary, the late Mr. William John Napier,

in whose praise it is unnecessary to say more than
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saw ' the Light in the Valley.' ' May He give you that

heavenly comfort through Christ's merits and mediation

!

Tou can say as Dean Stanley said of Commodore Goodenough,

' His life was absorbed in duty, and duty was transfigured

into happiness.' He has left a blessed memory, and proud

indeed you may be to have had such a son. You shall find

him in his Father's home, in the mansions where Christ has

prepared a place for him. His memory has embalmed him

and ever must be cherished. God encourages us to lift up

our hearts and not to sorrow as those who have no hope, but

to trust in the love of a blessed Redeemer, who has won the

victory over death and the grave, and brought life and immor-

tality to light by the Gospel. To you this great affliction must

be very severe who have no definite duties to take oflT the strain

of sorrow for such a loss. It has been indeed a stunning

blow, and I do not wonder you don't find benefit from any

particular move. What Wordsworth says is true

—

How vain, thought I, is it by Chang's of place

To seek that comfort which the mind denies.

As you can never see your beloved son until you meet

him above, may that time encourage you to patience and

submission. I pray that God will give you that strong con-

solation, and heal your sore affliction. He heals the broken

heart, and makes all His dealings work for good to those that

love and trust in Him ; and though the light that shed such

radiance on your path has sunk and left you cheerless—save

as you are comforted by the blessed hopes of our dear Lord

and Master, who will never leave or forsake them that trust

in Him.

^ The refrain of a hymn sung at certain services held by American

Evangelists at Dublin—the last which young Napier attended.
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evidently conscious ttat lie conld discharge the duties of tliis

office with credit and efficiency. This expectation was soon

realised. The occasion brought forward prominently his

remarkable fitness for administrative work. He possessed

good common sense. His sagacity and readiness in making

judicious suggestions, and in collecting complete information

for Judge Lawson and me to aid us in the appointment and

supervision of the magistracy (which was specially under our

care) was soon appreciated ; and I may use the words of the

judge in a letter to me after his death in which he says,

' how deeply I have felt for you under your bereavement, and

for the loss of him whom I so recently came to know intim-

ately, and to admire for the zealous and conscientious discharge

of all his duties.' I was indeed proud and happy (continues

the fond father) to have such a son for my associate as con-

fidential officer in the discharge of the high duties of the

Commission, and to see with what fidelity and efficiency he

discharged his part of them.

Yet it was the will of heaven that the post so

satisfactorily filled was soon to fall vacant. Whilst

fishing in Scotland, according to his annual custom,

young Napier fell into one of the pools of the Spey,

the result of the immersion being to bring on a

disease of the spinal cord. For months he struggled

to ignore and defeat the enemy, but the victory was

not to be his. Late in the November of 1874 he

took to his bed, from which he never rose again.

He was buried in Mount Jerome Cemetery, where

in the mortuary ch?pel hangs a tablet with this

inscription :
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that he was ever zealous and self-sacrificing in his

exertions on behalf of the poor of this charity. His

exertions in the matter of the Hospital Sunday move-

ment have been over and over again acknowledged,

and his loss as one of the honorary secretaries has

proved a matter of public regret.' To the Mercer's

Hospital WilHam Napier on his death left a couple of

thousand pounds for the purpose of adding a wing to

the building with a new ward to be called after his

name, so a^s to perpetuate his memory in connection

with the place in which he had worked so assiduously

for the relief of the poor patients. During the last

year of his life he was also actively engaged in helping

Lord Brabazon to organise the Hospital Sunday move-

ment.^

Early in the year 1874 young Napier had been

appointed, as we have said, to the office of secretary

to the Commission under which the custody of the

Great Seal of Ireland was confided.

This gratified him mucL. (writes Sir Joseph), for he was

' Amid political, commercial, and national excitement and disturbances

that have been pressing upon public notice for some time, a work of

great benevolence and usefulness has been quietly progressing to com-

pletion that deserves some recognition. Lady Napier and the lat« Sir

Joseph Napier, desirous of erecting a memorial of their deceased son, set

apart the munificent sum of 4,000^. to build and furnish the Napier

Memorial Wing attached to the Convalescent Home near Dublin. Though

designated a wing it is virtually a complete home in itself, forming an

elegant addition to the main building.

—

Daily 'Express.
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mitigated the sharp pain of the stroke, I doubt not you will

look back with thankfulness upon the opportunity which his

short official life afforded of manifesting his remarkable talent

for business and the activity of his benevolence, which con-

verted so often the details of duty into self-denying and un-

wearied exertions to find out suffering and to remove it.

His death is a sore loss to the lunatics and wards under the

care of the Court. I believe they never were so looked after

and relieved from remediable evils and abuses as while he

cared for them. So long as our joint office shall continue

his loss to us is irremediable. It was to me a most pleasant

companionship to work with him, which no cloud of difference

ever darkened. From him I always received the most valu-

able counsel and the most active co-operation.

The immediate cause of young Napier's death had

been occasioned by his intense interest in the lunacy

wards. He had brought on an acute attack of his

complaint by imprudently exposing himself to wet

and cold in the over-zealous discharge of his duty

whilst examining certain cases of insanity about

which he was anxious.

The death of William Napier has been narrated

at some length on account of the marked effect

it exercised upon the career of Sir Joseph Napier.

Between father and son the relations that existed

were not those that usually obtain ; to all who

watched the intimate and confidential intercourse

between the two, it seemed as if one were the elder

and the other the younger brother. Each supplied
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SACRED TO THE MEMORY

OP

WILLIAM JOHN NAPIER,

ELDEST AND BELOTED SON OP

SIR JOSEPH AND LADT NAPIER.

BORN OCTOBER 31, 1837. DIED DECEMBER 3, 1874.

His short but useful life was adorned

By gentle goodness and active benevolence,

The love of what was pure and just,

His devoted and dutiful affection for his parents,

And by a simple, humble, and sincere faith

In Christ, his Lord and Saviour.

The loss of this promising young man was indeed

irreparable to his deeply grieved parents. ' He never

caused me trouble or grief,' vrrites Sir Joseph, ' by

any unworthy conduct ; he kept the commandment

with promise, and will wear the crown that fadeth

not away. His affectionate attention to me at all

times, and his vigilant care of me in small things as

well as greater ; his seasonable suggestions, discreet

and dutiful, made our intercourse (especially of late) to

be a blessing for which I am deeply thankful to God

;

and his rare affection for his mother, passing the love

of women, has left to both of us the solace of blessed

memories crowned with blessed hopes, but a blank in

our lives that God only can fill.'

The close intercourse and intimacy of the last eight

months (writes Master Brooke, one of the Commissioners,

to Sir Joseph at this date) have made me a competent wit-

ness to the greatness of your loss. When time shall have
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hypocrite, who distinguished between the piety and

the fraud of the philanthropist and his scheming

brother, who knew who were the deserving and who

the designing.

Thus in the numerous matters of a more mundane

character which a successful and prominent lawyer

has to deal with, the relations were reversed, and the

son developed into the coniidant and adviser of the

father. As he advanced in years he became not only

the secretary, but the steward and man of business

of Sir Joseph. In the eyes of the father the opinion

of Willy was, if not infallible, at least generally so

sound and far-seeing that it was seldom offered with-

out being imphcitly accepted. Often the young man

was surprised that his father, a keen lawyer and

practical politician, should not have arrived of his

own accord at conclusions which to the son seemed

so clear and self-evident. ' I suppose it is because

he is a genius,' he more than once remarked to his

mother.

When we remember that in addition to this

advice and support afforded by the son, and upon

which Sir Joseph relied the more as years rolled on,

the fond and appreciative father saw in Willy Napier

a companion with the same intellectual tastes, inte-

rested in the same studies, influenced by the same

religious views, high-principled, manly, and good-
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a want which the other lacked. Sir Joseph in all

the graver matters of life gave the counsel which

his superior wisdom, strengthened by experience,

naturally commanded ; he suggested the reading and

superintended the studies of the young man, not

wishing him to become, as he phrased it in one of his

letters, a ' nisi prius buffoon,' but a sound and able

lawyer. In his turn the son was of no little service

to the father. Though young in years he was a far

more astute man of the world than Sir Joseph, and

his keen insight into character, which resembled

almost an instinct, was often drawn upon to act as a

corrective to the gentle, unsuspicious disposition of

the father. It was not difficult for the plausible and

designing to obtain their ends when once they began

systematically to lay siege to the kindly nature of Sir

Joseph. Lawyers, it is said, see the worst side of

human nature, and are as the result of their experi-

ences somewhat hard and cynical. Sir Joseph was a

striking exception to this remark. His own character

was so frank and guileless that, attributing the same

qualities to those with whom he came in contact, he

more than once would have fallen a prey to the

knave and the schemer had it not been for the inter-

vention of the more worldly-wise son. It was Willy

Napier who saw through the tricks of the suppliant,

who estimated at its right value the adulation of the
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CHAPTER XII.

FINIS.

Mark the perfect man, and teliold the upright.

—

Psalm xxxvii. 37.

To live in hearts we leave behind

Is not to die.

Thomas Oampbbli, Hallowed Ground.

"With the death of his son the pubHc career of the

subject of this biography may be said to terminate.

The health of Napier, never at any time very vigor-

ous, though always kept in harmony with his labours

from the vitality of his nervous system, began per-

ceptibly to fail now that his great stimulus to work

and his one absorbing interest in life had been with-

drawn. It was evident to all who met him at this

time, that sustained industry and close attention to

his duties were efforts with which he would gladly

dispense. His old energy, and the liveliness which

always characterised him when he had something to

say or do requiring any strain upon his faculties,

had deserted him. He became languid, listless ; and

exercise, to which he had ever been fondly addicted,



SORROW 397

tempered—we can well understand how severe and

crushing was the loss sustained by the bereaved

parent.

When sore affliction comes in the decline of life,

It is like a storm which, in the rear of autumn,

Shakes the tree that frost had touched before,

And stript it bare of all its leaves.
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contact with him in the meetings of the General Convention

and General Synod, and living in the same city and parish.

His unvarying courtesy and friendliness I hold in affectionate

remembrance, and even now, after ten years, recall with satis-

faction the amiability of disposition ever manifested in his

very countenance as he sat near to me in the Synod, when he

acted as Assessor and I as one of the Honorary Secretaries.

Before the days of the General Synod, or of the General

Convention which preceded it. Sir Joseph Napier took a deep

interest in the Church of which he was an attached member,

and in which he held a recognised place which his character

and ability had secured him. When before the Irish Church

was disestablished and disendowed, the Archbishops, Bishops,

Clergy, and Laity of the Irish branch of the United Church

of England and Ireland met in public conference in Dublin

on April 13 and 14, 1869, Sir Joseph Napier took a promi-

nent place. He was one of the twenty-five laymen of the

united diocese of Dublin and Glandelagh, elected by the

diocese to represent it in the Conference, other well-known

representatives from the same united diocese being William

Brooke, Master in Chancery, Right Hon. Vice-Chancellor

Chatterton, Sir Edward Grogan, Hon. Judge Harrison,

William D. La Touche, D.L., Hon. David Plunket, John

Robinson, Right Hon. Sir Frederick Shaw, Right Hon. John

B. Walsh, Master of the Rolls, A. S. Harte, LL.D., F.T.C.D.,

and Edward Cecil Guinness. The first resolution adopted by

that Conference, which was moved by the Earl of Longford,

is worth reproducing as showing the sentiments which pre-

vailed amongst the Churchmen of that day, and which were

strongly held by Sir Joseph Napier :

' That we, the Archbishops, Bishops, and Representatives

of the Clergy and Laity of the Irish branch of the United

Church of England and Ireland, in Conference assembled.
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now distressed him, and the time devoted to it was
day by day curtailed. He went about his duties as

one in a dream, and seemed powerless to struggle

against the apathy and depression which oppressed

him. All these symptoms but heralded a general

break up of the constitution. His old infirmity of deaf-

ness increased, and made the act of hstening more and

more of a labour that was irritating and injurious to

him. The state of his health compelled him to absent

himself oftener than had ever been his custom from

his judicial and other public duties. At last all these

premonitory symptoms culminated in an attack of

paralysis towards the close of the year 1878, and Sir

Joseph now saw that he had no alternative but to

withdraw from all work, both public and private.

His first step was to sever his connection with

the General Synod of the Church of Ireland. To

that body he had ever since its institution been the

staunchest of friends and soundest of advisers. Two
letters He before me giving careful and exhaustive

accounts of the prominent part he played in the

labours of the Synod, and how marked was the

influence he exercised.

I liad the pleasure of knowing the late Sir JosepK Napier

well (writes Canon Jellett, of St. Peter's, Dublin, in reply to a

request from Lady Napier for information as to the work of

Sir Joseph in the Synod), having been brought much into
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Napier was found of course in the front, and took an active

part in the building up where there had been a pulling down.

The work to be done was great and important, for the demoli-

tion had been as extensive as it could well be made. Of all

the property owned by the Irish Church nothing was left

except 500,000L in lieu of private endowments, the right

to claim within six months churches certified to be required

for public worship, and the right to buy glebe-houses and a

certain portion of land. The Bishops and clergy and other

officials were given annuities conditional on duty as far as

the clergy and church officers were concerned, but the Church

lost everything save as mentioned. And further, on January

1, 1871, the ecclesiastical law of Ireland, except in as far as

related to matrimonial causes and matters, was made to cease

as law, and all jurisdiction, whether contentious or otherwise,

of all the ecclesiastical peculiar, exempt, and other courts

and persons in Ireland, or in any way connected with or

arising out of the ecclesiastical law of Ireland, was made to

cease. If the Irish Church was not to perish out of the land

a struggle had to be made in the lifetime of the annuitant

clergy to prepare for the future. To the fund started for the

nucleus of General Church Sustentation, Sir Joseph Napier

contributed 500?. (Lady Napier gave the same sum), and for

many years, even to the day of his death, gave lOOL a year to

help poor parishes.

If there was to be any law or order in the disestablished

Church, laws and canons had to be enacted and courts esta-

blished. To these objects Sir Joseph Napier gave his best

attention both in the Convention and Synod, and as a

member of the Judicature Committee, of which for years he

was a member. Even the Prayer Book, the common heri-

tage of the English and Irish Churches, had to be altered

somewhat in consequence of disestablishmentj and the neces-
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hereby record our earnest protest against the Bill for its dis-

establishment and disendowment which has been introduced

into Parliament ; and it is our solemn conviction that it is

the duty of all who value the principles of the Reformation

—

to which the Church in Ireland, both in doctrine and ritual

has faithfully adhered—to resist the efforts now being made

to overthrow an institution so calculated under God's blessing

to promote social happiness and true religion amongst us

;

and further, that we regard the Bill now before the House

as a dereliction of the duty of a Christian State, as an aban-

donment of the supremacy of the Crown, as a subversion of

rights of property secured by fundamental laws and inter-

national compact, as an offence and injury to our Church at

large, and to many of our brethren an irreparable wrong.'

This resolution was carried unanimously. Whereupon

the following was moved by Sir Joseph Napier, seconded by

Rev. T. Romney Robinson, and, with an addition of the last

sentence at the end suggested by Mr. Robert Hamilton, also

passed, ' That the alienation of the property of the Churcli

which it has held for centuries, which it has not forfeited by

any fault of its own, and which it still requires for its wants,

is an act of injustice unparalleled in the history of constitu-

tional government, bringing into doubt and danger all rights

of property ; and we distinctly repudiate what is commonly

known as the levelling-up system.'

The speech in which Sir Joseph Kapler moved

the resolution will be found on page 357 of this bio-

graphy.

The resistance to the Disestablishment and Disendowment

Act having failed, when the elected representatives of the

Irish Churchmen met in General Convention Sir Joseph

D D
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thanks of this Synod be hereby tendered to Sir Joseph

Napier for his great kindness in placing his eminent abilities

at the service of the President as Assessor.'

It is not too much to say that Sir Joseph Napier's de-

cisions as Assessor were ever received with respect ; the man-

ner in which they were delivered, a combination of gentleness

and firmness, made them most acceptable. To go over the

labours of this eminent man in the lines above mentioned,

Church Sustentation, Church Laws, and Revision of the

Prayer Book, or even to state clearly the action taken in

matters of controversy, would take up more space than I

am asked to fill. It is perhaps enough to say that the Irish

Church disestablished has survived the severance from the

State, and has now her own system of laws and her own

courts ; that the Irish Church disendowed has been enabled

to still do her duty in providing the ministrations of religion

to the people, though she has had to diminish her incum-

bencies from 1,510 to 1,164, and has received through the

Church Body since 1870 no less than 3,110,150Z., being

gross amount of the annual contributions from that date

;

and that the Irish Church has a revised Prayer Book with

additional services, and that in the work which all these

operations necessitated on the part of her faithful sons. Sir

Joseph Napier took a large part. And he was not forgetful

of other claims. He was an annual subscriber to his parish

charities. He gave some 2,000L to build an addition to

Mercer's Hospital in St. Peter's parish, 1,000Z. to the Widows

and Orphans' Board in connection with the General Synod,

and he made munificent gifts to Trinity College memorials

to the Bishop of Meath and Dean Daunt.

The testimony of the Eev. Canon Wj^nne, of St.

Matthias, Dublin, to the work of Sir Joseph in the
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sity for the small changes thus required, joined with a dread

of the attraction to more ritualism in the public service of

the Church than Irish Churchmen face to face with Eoman

Catholic practice desired, made the Convention decide on a

revision of the Prayer Book, and in this work also Sir Joseph

Napier took an earnest and laborious part. The first resolu-

tion on this subject was adopted on the motion of the Duke

of Abercorn on October 27, 1870, by the General Convention,

' that a Committee shall be appointed to consider whether,

without making any such alterations in the liturgy or formu-

laries of our Church as would involve or imply a change in

her doctrines, any measures can be suggested calculated to

check the introduction and spread of novel doctrines and

practices opposed to the principles of our Reformed Church,

and to report to the General Synod in 1871.' Sir Joseph

Napier formed one of the thirteen laymen chosen for this

Committee. The General Synod, April 28, 1871, adopted

the following resolution :
' that in the opinion of this Synod

the time has arrived for entering upon a complete revision

of the formularies of the Church of Ireland in a cautious and

reverent spirit ; and that the Bishops, together with certain

representative members to be named by the Synod, be there-

fore requested to consider the whole subject of revision and

report on it to the Synod of 1872.' Sir Joseph Napier formed

one of this Committee, which during the years 1871, 1872,

and 1873, held over seventy meetings. During the same

years the General Synod held its annual meetings, at which

Sir Joseph Napier attended.

During the years 1874-76 Sir Joseph Napier was also a

member of the representative body of the Church of Ireland

and one of the legal Committee. On May 12, 1876, on the

motion of Lord Plunket, seconded by the Bishop of Cashel,

the General Synod unanimously resolved ' that the cordial

D B 2
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necessary to resist strenuously a proposed change of wording

with the principle of which he agreed, lest it might throw

difiSculties in the way of Irish clergymen officiating in

England or English clergymen in Ireland. To his prudence

and legal skill the Irish clergy on this and several other

important points feel themselves largely indebted.

Though he has been promoted to a higher service, those

who worked with him in this Church of Ireland are not likely

to forget while they live the sympathy, the generosity, the

earnest co-operation of one of their most highly gifted fellow-

labourers.

This sound aid and controlling influence were

now to be withdrawn, and Sir Joseph felt himself

compelled, owing to the increased delicacy of his

health, to inform the' Synod that henceforth it was

impossible for him to attend its deliberations or to

take further part in supervising its decisions. The

reason which had induced him to arrive at this

resolve was too self-evident for any attempt being

made to change his mind upon the subject. The

following letter shows how his work was appreciated

:

The General Synod of the Church of Ireland,

Christ Church Place, Dublin, April 23, 1879.

My dear Sir Joseph,—It is with much pain I enclose to

you the Resolution come to this morning by the Representa-

tive Body of our Church. For many years we have been

workers together in a great and good cause, and I have

always looked up to you as one of our most steadfast friends

and most wise and valuable counsellors. I cannot without
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Synod, and to the high estimation in which his labours

were held, is equally flattering.

He devoted (writes Mr. Wynne) his great powers with

earnest enthusiasm to the important and difficult work of the

reorganisation of the Church after its disestablishment. He
was most assiduous in his labours in the Synod, and though

in delicate health never spared himself when he could be of

use to the Church of Ireland in her hour of difficulty. His

unrivalled legal knowledge was made much use of, and he

was constantly employed by the Bishops as legal Assessor to

the Synod. On this account it is that there are so few records

of his speeches. He generally sat on the Bishops' bench,

acting in a kind of judicial capacity to explain the legal

bearings of the many complicated questions that arose in those

troubled and anxious times. The speeches that he delivered,

though of the highest value at the time, are more interesting

to those acquainted with the intricacies of law than to the

unlearned public.

We can all recall to mind his picture as he sat on that

bench so patiently from day to day. His face a little pale

from sorrow and delicacy, his large earnest eyes fixed on each

speaker as he expressed his views, his hand placed to his ear

so that he might catch each word, so gentle and patient and

wise in look and gesture as well as in reality, the noble figure

lives before us still in memory.

He threw himself very heartily into the movement that

had for its end a careful and thorough revision of the formu-

laries of our Church, without interference with her old and

unchangeable doctrine. But he was very watchful against

any change even in expression which might make any chasm

between the still closely linked Churches of Ireland and

England. In the discussion upon the Ordinal he lelt it
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was of the tenderest nature. ' There,' he said, ' I learned to

love the studies which are still my solace and delight. With

the protection of her interests, the sacred interests of learning

and religion, are associated the happy memories of my public

life and the friendship of the wise and good—by me never

to be forgotten.'

This connection was now to be terminated. He

resigned his office as Vice-Chancellor.

Trinity College, Dublin, Jan. 13, 1880.

The Provost laid before the Board the appointment, by

the Chancellor of the University, of the Right Honourable

John Thomas Ball, Lord Chancellor of Ireland, to the office

of Vice-Chancellor.

The following Eesolution was passed on the motion of the

Provost, viz.

:

Eesolved, that the Provost and Senior Fellows cannot

allow this occasion to pass without recording their high sense

of the many and valuable services which the late Vice-Chan-

cellor, Sir Joseph Napier, has rendered to the University;

and they desire to add the expression of their deep regret for

the painful illness which has led to their discontinuance.

Of this enforced severance from work of all kinds

none cost him a greater effort than to put an end to

his connection with the Church of Ireland Young

Men's Association. In this Society he had always

taken the greatest interest, he had frequently delivered

lectures before its members—notably the one on

Burke, and the other on William Bedell, Bishop of

Kilmore—and on the many occasions when youth has
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regret perform the last act of your connection with our

Representative Body by enclosing to you the expression of

our sorrow at your retirement, of our sense of the value of

your services, and of the high opinion all entertain of you,

as well as the regard we feel towards you. You have my
own best wishes for your happiness in time and in eternity.

Yours most truly,

M. G. Armagh.

This was the Eesolution

:

Church of Ireland Representative Body.

Moved by the Bishop of Cork, seconded by the Earl of

Belmore

:

That the Representative Body has learned with deep

regret that the state of Sir Joseph Napier's health renders

it impossible for him to continue to take part in its de-

liberations, and takes this opportunity of giving expression

to the feelings of regard and esteem which are entertained

towards him by the members of this Body, and of gratitude

for the services which he has rendered to the Church in

Ireland.

April 23, 1879.

As he had severed his connection with the Irish

Synod, so was he now to separate himself from his

beloved University.

He used often to say to me (writes Mrs. Gardiner), ' Of

all my honours I appreciate most being made Vice-Chancellor

of Trinity College.' When all else was a dream to him, his

College was never forgotten. On its scenes he ever loved to

dwell. His connection with Trinity College from first to last
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always listen patiently ; his own faith firm and strong,

he could yet feel for others who had doubts and fears.'

He now sent in his resignation, and accompanied it

with a gift of books.

Church of Ireland Young Men's Christian Association,

8 Dawson Street, Dublin, Not. 18, 1880.

My dear Sir,—At a recent meeting of the Committee of

the above Association the following resolution was unani-

mously passed

:

Resolved, that the cordial thanks of this Association Le

presented to Sir Joseph and Lady Napier for the donation of

books which they have received through Dean Dickinson.

The Committee remember with grateful regret the earnest

interest which Sir Joseph Napier always manifested in this

Association, its objects and its members, as long as his health

allowed him, and the important services which he rendered to

it in the earlier days of its existence. They assure Sir Joseph

and Lady Napier of the esteem and gratitude with which

these services will be remembered by all who are acquainted

with the history and work of the Church of Ireland Young

Men's Christian Association.

I remain, dear Sir, faithfully yours,

W. H. Harden, Secretary.
Sir Joseph Napier, Bart.

One more resignation—the most important of all

—

had to be tendered before tha.t rest which was con-

sidered so indispensable for the invalid, was to be

obtained. The judicial duties of the Privy Council

had sat somewhat lightly upon Sir Joseph during the
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to seek the counsel and experience of old age, Sir

Joseph, was ever ready to act as friend and adviser

to any of the body in need of such assistance. No

one came to him and was sent empty away. "With

young men—young men struggling with rehgious

difficulties, with pecuniary difficulties, and with the

numerous embarrassments which block the path of

life at the outset—as we have said before, he always

had the readiest sympathy, and when more substantial

aid was not required, his voice of kindly encourage-

ment, his sound advice which caused obstacles effec-

tually to be surmounted, the armour of a lofty yet

convincing morality which he so unsparingly supplied

for the resistance of the temptations incidental to

youth, were alwajj's at hand and freely to be drawn

upon. How many young men in London and Dublin

have owed, humanly speaking, their eternal and tem-

poral salvation to the interest taken in their welfare

by Sir Joseph Napier we shall never know—at least

this side of eternity. His influence upon them was

deep and permanent, simply because he never

preached at them, never looked down upon them

from the pedestal of his own superiority, never, in

short, was aught but kindly, tolerant, and bracingiy

sympathetic. ' His sympathy with young men,' writes

Mrs. Gardiner, ' was very great. No young man

feared to bring his difficulties before him. He would
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learn that you are unable to attend on account of your health,

and that it is only on account of the necessities of the public

interests that I venture to make this proposal to you.

Believe me, very truly yours,

Spencer.
The Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph Napier, Bart.

This proposal was unhesitatingly acceded to,

and Sir Joseph henceforth ceased to become a

member of the Judicial Committee.

The end was now drawing nigh. After the death

of their son, both Sir Joseph and Lady Napier felt

that they could no longer remain in their house

in Merrion Square. Accordingly they crossed St.

George's Channel and took up their abode in South

Kensington, where they resided for the next six years.

As in Dublin so now in London, the parents, ever mind-

ful of their loss, erected a Napier Ward in the Bromp-

ton Hospital in memory of their eldest son. From

South Kensington Sir Joseph removed to St. Leonard's

in order to be near his daughter Mrs. Gardiner, who

had returned from India, and there, after a stay of a

few months, he passed away, so quietly and painlessly

that those who were watching him scarcely knew

when the last sigh was drawn, Saturday, December 9,

1882.

The closing scenes of his life are thus described by

Mrs. Gardiner :
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first months of Ms illness, still even when his attend-

ance was required he was unable to put in an appear-

ance, and therefore with the conscientiousness which

always governed his actions, he was meditating the

resignation of his appointment when the following

communication hastened and confirmed his decision

as to the necessity of the step :

Spencer House, St. James's Place, Jan. 11, 1881.

My dear Sir Joseph,—The friendly feeling whicli you

always showed me when I was Viceroy in Ireland encourages

me to write to you on a matter of importance connected with

her Majesty's Privy Council, of which I have now the honour

to be Lord President.

The recent death of Sir James Colvile has reduced to

three the number of the paid members of the Judicial Com-

mittee. Two of these three distinguished judges are in

uncertain health, and in order to secure a quorum, it is con-

sidered indispensable to secure the power of summoning other

members of the Committee, and further to reinforce the

Indian strength of the Committee.

Under these circumstances, and knowing with regret that

your health has not recently permitted you to attend the

Judicial Committees, I venture to submit to you that it would

be of great public convenience if you would resign your ap-

pointment on the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.

Sir Montague Bernard has resigned, as he has not been able

to attend. If you were also willing to do so the necessary

arrangements would at once be made for satisfactorily con-

ducting the business of this important court.

I beg to assure you that it is with great regret that I
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In his own words (writes his daughter) I sum up what he

felt to be the highest and best result of a life which had been

honoured alike by a grateful country and University. ' I

have served,' he said—and it will be remembered that he said

the same at the meeting of the Church Missionary Society

when he advocated the admission of the Bible into the schools

of India—' I have served a very gracious Master. He has

brought me to great honour and He has comforted me on

every side. I have reached the highest point to which my
ambition could have aspired—far beyond what I ever con-

templated. I have had the calm of leisure and reflection. I

have had my day of science, I still relish the refreshment of

literature, but let me bear the humble testimony that after

all there is only one thing worth living for, and that is to love

and serve the Lord Jesus.'

The remains were carried over to Ireland, and tlie

funeral took place on the following Friday. The first

portion of the service was held at Trinity College

Chapel, by the Eev. Dr. Salmon, Eegius Professor of

Divinity, where the coffin lay the night, the College

bell tolling the while, before being conveyed to the

family vault in Mount Jerome Cemetery. The cere-

mony was attended, in addition to the members

of the family, by the Judges, the officials of Trinity

College, the leading members of the clergy, a depu-

tation from the College Historical Society, and the

representatives from the different religious societies.

Upon the coffin was this simple inscription :
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In the midst of earthly prosperity and happiness and

congenial labour, I may say of lilm as he said of Burke, he

was bowed to the earth by a stroke of affliction which left his

home desolate and blighted his earthly hopes. The son

whom he so tenderly loved (a fellow-worker in the same pro-

fession), and to whom he looked to be the bearer of the title

he had won, and the inheritor of what he had with toil and

effort secured, was cut off after a very brief illness, and after

that my father was never the same. Threescore years and

ten had passed, and after that truly it was but labour and

sorrow. As on a lofty summit on which the purest beams

have shone, the sun sets and clouds settle down, so it was

with him ; but the clouds were not dark or sullen ones—only

veiling thinly the former grandeur. ' At eventime there was

light.' To those who gazed on that grand face as it slept in

death came not the vision of the helplessness of age, but the

vigour of manhood, the lofty brow, the gentle smile, the

returning likeness to what he had been in his days of

happiness. Though the sword had been too sharp for the

scabbard, though affliction and trials had crushed the heart,

though the once vigorous intellect had been darkened, thank

God there was no blight, no darkness that could not be

dispelled. The great mind and genius bowed beneath the

weight of circumstances, but did not break, yielding itself in

patience to the will of its Creator. My father had faithfully

worked whilst the day was his ; the shadows fell ; he waited,

and they also sei-ve who only stand and wait.

As he lived so he died, absorbed in one great

conclusion, which influenced his every action, of the

vanity of human wishes, save as they drew their

inspiration from on high.
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late a captain in the 2ord Eoyal Welsh Fusiliers,

died two years after his father, leaving issue the

present baronet. Of the three daughters, the eldest

married the Eev. Paulus Singer, a son of the Bishop

of Meath ; the second Colonel Macgregor, a son of

General Sir Duncan Macgregor ; whilst the youngest,

who at one time meditated writing this biography,

married in 1868 Mr. Gardiner, of the Bengal Civil

Service, son of the Eev. Mr. Gardiner of St. Leonard's.



FINIS 415

EIGHT HON. SIR JOSEPH NAPIER, BART.
BOEN

26 DEOEMBEE, 1804,

DIED

9 DEOEMBEK, 1882.

Against the mortuary chapel of the cemetery is

fixed this tablet

:

6ACEED TO THE MEMORY

OF

THE RIGHT HON. SIR JOSEPH NAPIER, BART.

EX-LOED CHANCELLOE OF lEELAND,

BORN 26 DEOEMBEE, 1804. DIED 9 DECEMBEE, 1882.

AN EAENEST AND HUMBLE CHEISTIAN,

HE CONBECEAIED

TO THE master's SBEVICE THE KAEE ABILITIES HE POSSESSED,

AUD AETEE A LIFE SPENT IN ADVANCING THE INTERESTS OF

JUSTICE, LEAENIN&, AND RELIGION,

HE WAS SUMMONED TO THE NEARER AND HOLIER

SERVICE OE THE CHUECH ABOVE,

HAVING WON THE VICTORY THEOUGH HIS LORD AND SAVIOUR

JESUS CHRIST.

At evening time it shall be light.

—

Zech. xiv. 7.

SURSUM CORDA.

Another tablet hangs against the wall of St.

Patrick's Cathedral. The inscription was written by

the Eev. Dr. Jellett, the present Provost of Trinity

College, whilst the text under it was suggested by the

Eev. H. Webb-Peploe. The baronetcy which Sir

Joseph Napier so deservedly won is not extinct. Two

sons and three daughters were the issue of his

marriage. The death of the elder son, who was not

married, we have already related. The second son,
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lawfully put to death, if necessary, to prevent felony.' Lord

Ellenborough, when Attorney-G-eneral, delivered the same

opinion. In the case of the Bristol riots Chief Justice Tindal

when charging the jury said 'he held that every private

person was bound to use his best efforts to suppress a riot, to

assist in dispersing the rioters, or to prevent them executing

their purpose ; and he was bound to do all this to the best of

his ability : if the riot was general and dangerous he might

arm himself against the evil-doers to keep the peace : that

whatever was honestly done by him in the execution of these

objects would be supported and justified by the common law
;

that there was no distinction as to a soldier ; and that he was

generally bound to attend the call of a civil magistrate.'

Napier's view of the law was sustained by his old master

Sir John Patteson. ' I think,' writes Sir John to him, ' your

view of the law as to the duty of the soldiers is quite correct.

They are in the nature of armed special constables to escort

the voters ; and if a forcible attempt is made to prevent their

performing that duty, and still more to wrest.their arms from

them, they must rejDel force by force and must use their arms

by firing, if they cannot otherwise protect those whom they

escort and themselves : and, as I apprehend, the necessity

for their so doing is not to be inquired into with minute

criticism, but the onus is rather on those who undertake to

say that the firing was wanton, a primd facie case of necessity

having been first fairly shown.'

' The greatest interest,' writes Napier to his wife, ' exists

about Six-Mile Bridge. The Duke of Cambridge, Lord

Hardinge, and all the military chiefs are to be in attendance.

Lord Cardigan comes up specially for it.'

Upon this speech Field Marshal Lord Napier of Magdala

thus comments in a letter to Lady Napier :

—
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SPEECH OF NAPIER ON THE SIX-MILE BRIDGE
AFFRAY, MARCH 17, 1853.

(See ' Hansard ' Vol 125, pp. 316-342.)

The gist of this speecli (which is too long for insertion in tlie

body of the book) is that soldiers should be protected in tlm

discharge of their duty ; and that so long as they do not

overpass it, they should be sustained by the powers of the

law. Napier shows that the rule of the law is in fact to that

effect. He quotes the opinion expressed by Lord Chancellor

Thmlow in the case of the attack upon the house of Lord

Mansfield, that ' it was the duty of every man to assist in the

conservation of peace, and that the military when present

individually as private persons, or collectively under military

command, if they were insulted or assaulted by being pelted

with brickbats, stones, &c., had a right to proceed to extremity

and use such weapons as they were furnished with for the

destruction of the rioters' A similar view of the question was

taken by Sir James Mansfield. ' Soldiers were bound by the

duties and clothed with *he rights of citizens. Their right

and their duty was to interpose to prevent any crime or mis-

chief being committed, and it was not necessary that their

commanding officers should give command, nor that a justice

of the peace should be present. TJie;/ might use tln-ir arms and

* E E
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A few private Letters.

' St. Patrick's Deanery, August 24, 1883.

' Dear Lady Napier,—I am happy to say the tablet is

come and the mason is now putting it up in a good position.

It is very well designed, chaste and simple, and the in-

scription is an excellent specimen of abundant significance

compacted in the fewest words. I am glad to have it in the

National Cathedral. I am also glad to hear about the

Biography. A life of useful public service like Sir Joseph's

should not be allowed to pass away without record.

' I remain, dear Lady Napier,

' Most sincerely yours,

' J. West.'

' 11 Carlton House Terrace, March 30, 1859.

' My dear Lord Chancellor,—Pray let me thank you for

your obliging and acceptable letter. My ideas as to the

main points, I think, have run much in the same channel with

your own, and you may recognise the efibrt to express them,

though it would have been well for us, if you had been in

your old seat, to do it for yourself. But I am not so un-

charitable as to wish you back again. I am beyond measure

grieved at the rejection by the Government of Walpole and

Henley's basis.' At the same time it appears to me, as to

you, that the resolution caps this error with a second. The

Government whips speak of the division as not desperate.

This I can hardly understand, though I could wish to believe

it. It is said there are six hundred members in London.

' Believe me, with every good wish and much respect,

' Most faithfully yours,

' W. B. Gladstone.

' The Right Hon. the Lord Chancellor of Ireland.'

' Messrs. Walpole and Henley objected to the extension of tlie county

franchise in the Conservative Reform Bill.
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' January 22, 1887.

' Dear Lady Napier,—I am very much obliged to you for

letting me see the opinions of your honoured husband, Sir

Joseph Napier, on the Six-Mile Bridge trial.

' I hope that the whole of his speech on the subject which

he delivered in the House of Commons may yet appear in his

Biography.

' It was a noble effort to defend soldiers, whose positions

when engaged in the suppression of riots or as sentinels

in charge of posts are subject to much danger, not from

the military law, under which they act, but from the civil

law, which tries them when their duty has been done.

' The instructions of the military law are precise enough as

far as they go^that is, for ordinary circumstances—but leave

soldiers without a guide for emergencies. The civil law

appears to depend on the opinions of learned judges who

do not always agree.

' Sir Joseph shows that under mistaken views the Govern-

ment of the day punished soldiers by sending them for trial

when the charge against them had been rejected by a grand

jury, and liberated the real criminals without trial, through

fear oj" partiality.

' Whenever the subject may be reconsidered by her

Majesty's Government Sir Joseph's clear and masterly views

will be of great value and assistance.

' Believe me, dear Lady Napier,

' Yours most respectfully,

' Napier of Magdala.'
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'iSt. Giles's House, April 1884.

' Dear Lady Napier,—I regret to say I have not any

letters of Sir Joseph Napier, nor can I furnisli [material ?] in

aid of his Biography. His friends need very little. He was

well known and beloved as a man of singular goodness and

ability; most truly did I respect him. I wish there were

a few left of his principles and sagacity. Thanks for the

copy of his speech on the Sabbath, which I will keep and

make use of.

' Very truly yours,

' Shaftesbury.'

' 30 St. James's Place, February 12, 1883.

'Dear Madam,—I trust you have not attributed the delay

in answering your note to any but its true cause, absence

from England. I have no objection to your making use of

the letter you send a copy of. I can only say it would be

a very great pleasvire if I could find any of my late excellent

friend's letters which could in any way assist you in com-

piling his memoirs.

' Yours very faithfully,

' Stafford Northcote.'

' Palace, Dublin, November 27, 1879.

' Dear Lady Napier,—I thank you much for letting me see

the letter of our dear friend Dean Daunt. It is pleasant to

find oneself honoured by one whose own memory one must

always hold in such honour. Let me thank you also for

giving me some news about Sir Joseph, who must ever be

held in affectionate remembrance by all who had the privilege

of his friendship. Will you please to give him such an affec-

tionate remembrance from one who would fain count himself
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' Pall Mall, Saturday Night.

' My dear Friend,—I cannot delay thanking you for your

communication, which makes me almost as happy as your-

self, because I see our gracious Lord's hand and love and

mercy to many so conspicuously in it, and I desire to praise

Him above all that my dear friend is Lo7-d Chancellor of

Ireland. He who has put you there will not only keep you

but bless you there, and I am sure this unexpected elevation

will raise your heart more and more in cries to Him to " hold

you up, and you shall be safe." It is a precious truth that

His people are " Icept by the power of God," &c., that they

might be to the glory of His grace. Now, my dear friend,

the battle will rage within and you must not be surprised at

the many struggles you will have with Satan, the great

enemy, from ivithout, but above all within ; flattery and all

kind of toadying from without and a "heart deceitful above

all things " within. But your comfort must be though Jesus

had said to you what He said to Peter, " Though Satan would

sift you as wheat I have prayed for you," and there is your

strength and safety, my dear friend. But why need I tell

you these things ? you know them as well as I do ; but " for

me to do so is not grievous and for you it is safe." Rest

assured you have no friend who rejoices more than I do in

your elevation, both on public and private grounds, and now

I commend you to Him our Blessed Master, who is able to

keep you, and by the constant indwelling of the Holy Ghost

to strengthen you in every conflict and make you more than

conqueror through Him who loves you and has died for you.

' Always your affectionate attached Friend,

' EODEN.'
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' I will make arrangements (if you agree) for having the

first part of the service in the Chapel, and many of us, I am

sure, will wish to accompany the funeral to Mount Jerome,

where no doubt you will have arrangements made. Let me

know the day as soon as possible. It is now so near Christmas

that many will have left town.

' I remain, dear Lady Napier,

' Very truly yours,

' John H. Jellett.

' P.S. I received your letter.'
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among the list of his friends ? and pray believe me, with a
thankful sense of your thoughtful kindness in writing me,
dear Lady Napier,

' Very faithfully yours,

, , ,,
' R. C. DrjBLiN.'

Lady Napier.

' Higholiffe Hotel, December 26, 1883.

' Dear Lady Napier,—I have read the accompanying letters

and notices most carefully and with much interest.

' Some of the letters recalled the memory of days when I

had the privilege in a humble way of being a fellow-worker

with your dear husband.

' T am glad to find from the obituary notices that Sir

Joseph's character and abilities were so generally appre-

ciated.

' A man with so clear a head, so warm a heart, and so

single-eyed a zeal for his Master's cause ought not to be

easily forgotten. He will not, at least, be soon forgotten by

me, and I can say the same for many others who shared the

feelings of sincere respect and regard which I always enter-

tained towards him.

' Yours very truly,

' Plunket, Meath.'

' Provost's House, Trinity College, Dublin, December 10.

' Dear Lady Napier,—Your telegram caused sincere grief

to all who, like myself, remember the long and honourable

connection which subsisted between this. place and the friend

who has just passed away. Memories of private friendship

will be present to many of them as they are to me. He has

closed a long and honourable life, and Trinity College will

not soon forget that all the public part of that life was spent

in her service.
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resolved in the affii'mative, tlie amendment is thereby set

aside; but if it is resolved in the negative, the question is

then put that the words of the amendment be inserted. The

amendment then becomes for a time a substantive motion,

and when it is proposed, it is subject to amendment as if it

were an original question. In effect, the Synod proceeds to

modify and mould it by amendment, so as to have in it the

words proper to be inserted in the room of those that the

Synod has resolved should not stand part of the original

question. This preliminary process is for the purpose of

getting the original question into such a shape as to enable

the Synod, by adopting or rejecting it after it has been

amended, to express in the most convenient way their opinion

on the merits.

2. When the Synod has resolved that certain words in

the original question should stand part of the question, or

that certain words should be inserted therein, no further

amendment can be made in these words, or in any of the

words that precede them. Any amendment of the form of

the question must be proposed at such a time, and in such a

form, as not to interfere with the words which have been

already retained or inserted, or with the words which precede

them in the original question.

Ojyinion given by Si7' J. Napier, Bart., Assessor, May 12,

1876, as to the Synod's Power of dividing (on the Third

Reading) a Revision Bill, in ivhich several Resolutions

are included in one Bill, with appropriate Enactments.

The practice of the House of Commons proceeded on this

principle : that at each stage of a Bill before its passing there

should be an opportunity of reconsidering it, and an entire

Bill may be regarded as one question which is not decided
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THE OPINIONS OF SIB JOSEPH NAPIER AS
ASSESSOR OR AS A MEMBER OF THE
JUDICIAL COMMITTEE.

(Kindly furnished by Canon Jellett.)

Revision and Prayer Book Committee.

It was open to any member of the Revision of the Prayer

Book Committee to express dissent from any change recom-

mended by a majority, as was done by several members, the

Primate, the Archbishop of Dublin, the Bishop of Derry, Rev.

Henry Jellet, D.D., &c. Sir Joseph's was as follows :
' As

the majority of the Committee has decided that dissent in

the usual form should not be allowed to be recorded, I decline

for the present to express any dissent in the form allowed. I

reserve to myself the liberty of expressing it hereafter as

I have opportunity.'

Opinions given by Sir J. Napier, Bart., Assessor, on the

Mode of Procedure.

The rule of procedure which I think we ought to follow

is this

:

1. When a motion is made, and a question founded

thereon is put from the Chair, an amendment may be moved

that some of the words of the question be omitted in order to

insert the words of the amendment. After debate the question

is put that the words proposed to be left out stand part of the

question—that is to say, the original question. If this is
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practicable to regulate the procedure by analogy to the pro-

cedure and practice of the House of Commons, and therefore

I confess I have entertained much doubt whether it is prac-

tically applicable to these peculiar Bills.

I suggested to Mr. Jellett to follow the course that I had

no doubt was strictly correct—namely, to have the order for

the third reading discharged, the Bill recommitted, and the

separation made ; but as he had no amendment to propose

other than the separation of clause 2, and as the economising

of time is at present important, I am disposed to say the

Synod may, by giving him leave to deal with clause 2 as a

separate Bill, act according to the spirit, and not, clearly at

least, against the letter of its laws. I think I am at liberty

to advise the President to put the question to the Synod to

decide whether they will give to Mr. Jellett the leave he

requests, although he has not resorted to the more technical

and roundabout proceeding which I suggested to him as free

from any kind of objection, and has not made the application

to make this separation so early as he might or ought to

have done.

We ought to have an appropriate Standing Order on the

subject, to regulate the procedure in future.

Report of Judicial Committee on Revision Statutes.

Your Committee was appointed under the following

resolution :
' Whereas several Statutes were passed by the

General Synod in the year 1875, whereby amendments and

alterations in the Book of Common Prayer were directed to

be made " from and after such day and upon such terms and

conditions as shall hereafter be fixed by a Statute or Statutes

of the General Synod ; " and whereas a question has ai-isen as

to whether the Statute or Statutes so to be passed require to
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until the Bill has passed. The decisions made at each stage

are independent and often inconsistent ; but when the Bill

passed these inconsistencies no longer appear (see 'May's

Practice/ 287, 6th edition). By No. 45 of our Standing

Orders, our President is required to regulate our pro-

ceedings hy analogy to the Standing Orders and practice of

the House of Commons, when our own orders are silent.

By Standing Order, July 21, 1856, of the House of Com-

mons, no amendments, not being merely verbal, shall be

made to any Bill on the third reading. The difficulty

that arises is one that is peculiar to our procedure. I antici-

pated this some years ago ; but I then thought that it might

be got over by the management of our procedure in the way

which Mr. Jellett seeks now to adojrt, but which he ought in

strictness to have resorted to at an earlier stage. The Bill

here (as it stands) is in effect a compound of several Bills,

each having its appropriate Eesolution for its foundation

;

but all are fused into one Bill, and, therefore, technically

raising one entire question. For the purposes of voting on

the Bill, it is most reasonable to separate one or more of these

Bills from the rest, so as to avoid subjecting the whole, in

gloho, to the objections made only to one in particular. The

objector to any one, when it is left as an integral part of the

whole, and its fate must determine the fate of the whole

(although the remainder is subject to no such objection, or

any other, beyond that which is made to one part), is placed

in a difficult position, from which he ought, if possible, to be

set free. He is compelled to vote against the whole where

he only objects to a part. This is unjust and unreasonable.

In House of Commons Bills, or in Synodical Bills regu-

lated by our general procedure, this could not arise ; but in

these Synodical Bills that are governed by our special pro-

cedure, and generally known as Revision Bills, it is not
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to me, in writing, the reasons upon which they have respec-

tively formed their opinion. It is not my province to criticise

any of these. My duty to the Synod is to give a direct

answer to their question, with such explanatory reasons as

seem to me sufficient for the purpose of guidance to the Synod.

Joseph Napier, Ghairman.

Rt. Hon. Sh- Joseph Napier, Bart.

I regard the question put as purely and strictly a question

of judicial construction of the Statute of the General Synod

of the year 1871, cap. ii. The material words of this Statute

are these :

—

' No modification or alteration shall at any time hereafter

be made in the articles, doctrines, rites, rubrics, or (save in

so far as may have been rendered necessary by the passing of

the Irish Church Act, 1869) in the formularies of the Church,

vinless by a Bill duly passed as hereinbefore provided. No

Bill for such purpose shall be introduced except on a Resolu-

tion, passed in full Synod, stating the nature of the proposed

modification or alteration; and no such Bill or Resolution

shall be deemed to have passed the House of Representatives

except by majorities of not less than two-thirds of each order of

the said House present and voting on such Bill or Resolution.'

After the Resolution has been passed, copies of it have to

be transmitted to the several Diocesan Synods within one

month after the last day of the Session of the General Synod

in which it has been passed ; and the Bill for having it carried

into effect cannot be introduced until the following Session oi

the Synod.

The Synod requested us to give them for their guidance

our opinion of the legal construction of this Statute. We
undertook to furnish the Synod with the reasons for our
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their validity to be passed by majorities of not less tlian two-

thirds of each order present and voting therein, according to

the Statute of the year 1871, chapter ii.

:

' Resolved,—That a Committee, consisting of all such

members of the Synod as, under the Statutes of the Conven-

tion, 1870, chapter iv. section 19, are qualified to be elected

lay judges of the Court of Appeal, be ai^pointed to examine

the said question, and to report their decision for the guid-

ance of the Synod—five to form a quorum.'

We were furnished with copies of the opinion given in

London by the counsel who were consulted by their Graces

the Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin, and we heard the

arguments of counsel who attended before us ; and, having

considered this opinion and these arguments, we came to the

conclusion already communicated to the Synod, that the

Statutes to be passed did not require to their validity that

they should be passed by majorities of not less than two-

thirds of each order present and voting thereon.

There were present : Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph Napier, Chair-

man ; Rt. Hon. M. Longfield, Rt. Hon. Judge Warren, Rt.

Hon. W. Brooke, Geo. Battersby, LL.D., Hon. Judge Harri-

son, Jasper R. Joly, LL.D.

Six of the Committee entirely concurred in the result

that has already been communicated to the Synod.

As Dr. Battersby has dissented for reasons which were

not sufiicient to satisfy any of the others, and the reasons

that prevailed with us respectively were, to some extent,

peculiar to each, it appeared to be the most satisfactory course

to leave it to each of the six to communicate to the Synod, in

the form he should prefer, his reasons for concurrence, and that

the dissentient member should state the reasons for his dissent.

I have drawn up, therefore, the reasons upon which I

formed my opinion, and the other members have each handed
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the guidance of the' Synod. The Bills to which it applies are

such, and such only, as its words plainly and distinctly specify,

viz. Bills founded on Resolutions, in which the nature of the

proposed modification or alteration is stated in the first

instance, and these have afterwards been passed by special

majorities, and sent down to the Diocesan Synods, after they

have been passed by the General Synod. A Bill to carry any

of these into legal effect cannot be introduced until the next

ensuing Session of the General Synod. It then goes through

all the stages of procedure of an ordinary Bill. The Bill may

be amended, but not so as to alter the nature or enlarge the

statement in the Resolution on which it is founded ; and the

Bill must be kept within this Resolution ; there is required

for its passing (but at no other stage) the assent of the two-

thirds of each order present and voting thereon. All this is

expressly set forth in the special law of the Synod. It will be

seen that the class of Bills ' proposed to be passed ' (referred

to in the Synod's question) are generically different from the

class specified in the Statute referred to in that question.

There are no words in this Statute which, when taken with

their context and in their connection therein, could be made

applicable by lawful construction to Bills that neither require

nor admit for their foundation a Resolution stating a proposed

alteration. The alteration has been determined and fixed by

each Revision Statute, and cannot be again subjected to a

two-thirds vote after the Revision Bill has been passed by

such a vote. Everything required by this special law has

been in substance complied with in each of these Revision

Statutes of 1875. The alterations and amendments in the

Prayer Book to be printed and published could not depart

from those that have been already determined by the Revision

Statutes, which on passing ' are part of the law of the Church

of Ireland, and binding on all the members thereof.' No
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opinions. As we have not been unanimous, we have thought

it to be the most satisfactory course that each should convey

to the Synod, in such form as he might prefer, the grounds

on which he arrived at the conclusion which he adopted. I

looked at the question altogether as one of law, to be dealt

with on judicial grounds, and none other.

The section of the Statute is an exceptional provision to

the general law of the Synod, and therefore it is not open

to be extended by implication or inference. We are not to

be reasoned into an exception.

The first step expressly prescribed is that the proposed

alteration should be made by a Bill duly passed as herein-

before provided—cap. i., cl. 20, of the Convention Statutes.

The words of the Statute must be taken in their ordinary

and grammatical sense ; and, as it is an exceptional law, it

must be strictly construed, so as not to extend any of its ex-

ceptions beyond the clear and distinct import of the words,

taken in their connection and with their context. The

general law of the Synod as to Bills in order that they should

pass into the form of Statutes and ' thenceforth become part

of the law of the Church of Ireland, and binding on all the

members thereof,' is precisely stated in the Convention Act,

cap. i., cl. 20. The special law that regulates the procedure

on the class of Bills that are described in the Synod's Statute

of 1871 is set forth in the 27th section of the Convention

Statutes, cap. i., and was repealed and re-enacted with amend-

ments in the Synod's Statute of 1871, which was made under

the power conferred by the 26th and 29th sections of the

Convention Statute.

What are the requirements and conditions of this special

and exceptional law ? This is to be answered, not by discur-

sive or argumentative discussion, but by sound construction

of the Statute upon which our opinion has been requested for
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Mr. Brooke, and Judge Warren, in their elaborate and

authoritative opinions, which have exhausted the other parts

of the case, and are of very great authority with me on such

a subject. I also agree with Judge Harrison and Dr. Joly in

their well-considered opinions.

I think that by giving an answer precisely and directly to

the exact question put to us by the Synod I fulfil all that

is incumbent on me to communicate for the guidance of the

Synod. If I am right in holding that the Bills proposed to

be passed are not within the Statute of 1871, this is decisive.

I have acted on the rule laid down by Lord Ellenborough in

these words (in 16 JEast's Reports, p. 319)

:

' I think the sound rule of construing any Statute, as,

indeed, it is of construing any instrument, whether it be

Statute, Will, or Deed, is to look into the body of the thing

to be construed, and to collect, as far as may be done, what

is the intrinsic meaning of the thing ; and if that be clearly

discernible by reference to its own context, I shall not be

inclined to raise a doubt upon a construction drawn aliunde

if I can avoid it.'

This view of the case, if correct, is conclusive, and can

only be met by proving that the class of Bills proposed to be

passed is expressly included in the clear and distinct terms of

the special Statute. If there be such terms, I have not been

able to find them, nor have they been brought under my
notice by anything that I have heard, read, or been referred

to, except when separated from the context, and not left to

the plain sense and meaning which the words of the Statute

plainly import, in their connection and with their context,

according to their lawful construction. Answers to questions

put in other forms are not appropriate to the question put

by the Synod. They may mislead, but cannot give the
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' further alteration could be made in the law, except by a like

procedure of Bill and Resolution.

It may be observed that the clause which expressly

requires the two-thirds majorities says, 'no such Bill or

Resolution shall be deemed to have passed the House of Repre-

sentatives except by majorities of not less than two-thirds of

each order of the said House present and voting thereon.'

No other Bill is referred to than Bills which by the antecedent

clause of the same Statute are required to be founded on

special resolution, and therefore both Resolution and Bill are

required to be passed by special majorities, and the Resolu-

tion only must go to the Diocesan Synods. The Bill may

enact less than the Resolution allows, but must be pursuant

to the Resolution, which it may reduce, but cannot enlai'ge.

There is no special form required for the Bill, but it must

accord in substance with the terms of the special law. Each

of these Revision Statutes has in substance conformed to all

that is required by the Statute of 1871. They have settled

and determined, pursuant to the Resolution in each case,

what the alteration to be made is, and no special provision is

further made, for it would not be appropriate to any stage

after the passing by which the alteration has been fixed and

determined. There could be no further voting required as to

alterations that could not be altered except by Resolution and

Bill, as in the cases now pending before the Synod. The

Revision Statutes have exhausted the Resolutions on which

they were founded, and the further questions as to which the

Resolutions have not interfered and could not in any wise

control, the Synod were at liberty to deal with these according

to their discretion, not controlled by the Statute upon which

the Synod have requested us to give our opinion for their

guidance. I entirely concur with my colleagues. Dr. Longfield,

* F F
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Synod any safe guidance as to the construction of the Synod's
Statute, on which they have specifically asked our opinion.

I have assumed it to be undoubted law that when the time
shall have been fixed by the Synod it will be the same in
legal efiect as if it had been appointed in and by the Act by
which the power was reserved to the Synod.

TmSTEO BV
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C. Prevost, E. B. Michell, and
Walter Armstrong. With iS Plates

and 24 Woodcuts. Crovim Svo, 10s. 6d.

Golf. By Horace.Hutchinson, the
' Rt. Hon. A. J. Balfour, M.P. Andrew
Lang, Sir W, G. Simpson, Bart. &c.
Crown Svo. los, 6d.

Tennis, Lawn Tennis, Rackets,
. and Fives. By J . M. and C. G. Heath-
cote, E. O. Pleydell-Bouverie, and
A. C. AiNGER. Crown Svo. lOs. 6d.

Riding. By W. R. Weir, the Earl
OF Suffolk and Berkshire, the Duke
of Beaufort, and A. E. T. Watson.

[/» thepress.

Yachting. By Lord Brassey, Lord
DUNRAVEN, and other Writers.
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Abbey and Ov^rtoa..—THE Eng-
lish Church in the Eightbbnth
Century., By Charles J. Abbey and
John H. Overton. Cr. 8vo. ts. 6d.

Abbott.— Works by T. K. Abbott.
The Elements of Logic. 12mo. t,s.

ElementaryTheoryofthe Tides:
the Fundamental Theories demonstrated
without Mathematics. Crown 8vo. 2J.

Acton. — Modern Cookery for
Private Families. By Eliza Acton.
With 150 Woodcuts. Fcp. 8vo. 4J. (>d.

Adams.—Public Debts : an Essay
on the Science of P'inance. By Henry
C. Adams, Ph.D. 8vo. \2s. 6d.

A. K. H. B.—TiiE Essays and Con-
tributions OF A. K. H. B. Cr. 8vo.

Autumn Holidays ofa Country Parson, 3j. td.

Changed Aspects of Unchanged Truths,
3-f. (>d.

Commonplace Philosopher, J,s. 6d.

Counsel and Comfort from a City Pulpit,

y. 6d.

Critical Essays of a Country Parson, 3^. 6d.

East Coast Days and Memories. 3^. 6d.

Graver Thoughts of a Country Parson,
Three Series, 3J. 6d. each.

Landscapes, Churches, and Moralities, y. 6d.

Leisure Hours in Town, Js. td.

Lessons of Middle Age, 3^. td.

Our Little Life. Two Series, 3J. iid. each.

Our Homely Comedy and Tragedy, 3^, bd.

Present Day Thoughts, 3/. dd.

Recreations of a Country Parson. Three
Series, 3^. dd. each.

Seaside Musings, 3^. (}d.

Sunday Afternoons in the Parish Church of

a Scottish University City, 3J'. td.
' To Meet the Day ' through the Christian

Year : lieing a Text of Scripture, with an
Original Meditation and a Short Selection

in Verse for Every Day, i).T. 6d.

Allen. — Force and Energy : a
, Theory of Dynamics. By Grant Allen.

8vo. 7s. 6d.

Amos.—A Primer of the English
Constitution and Government. By
Sheldon Amos. Crown 8vo. 6s.

'Anstey.—The Black Poodle, and
other Stories. By F. Anstey, Author

of 'Vice Versa.' Cr.8vo. 2s. bds. ; 2s. &d. cl.

Archer.

—

Masks or Faces? A
Study in the Psychology of Acting. By
William Archer. Crown 8vd. 6^. 6d.

hristotle.—The Works of.

The Politics, G. Bekker's Greek
Text of Books I. III. IV. (VII.) with
an English Translation by W. E.
BoLLANU, M.A. ; and shorts>Introductory

Essays by A. Lang, M. A. Crovfn. 8vo.
' is. 6d.

^
The Politics : Introductory Essays.

By Andrew Lang. (From BoUand and
Lang's ' Politics. ') Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

The Ethics; Greek Text, illustrated
with Essays and Notes. By Sir Alexan-
der Grant, Bart. M.A. LL.D. 2 vols.

8vo. 32i.

The Nicomachean Ethics, Newly
Translated ihto English. By Robert
Williams, Barrister-at-Law. Crown
8vo. Is. 6d.

Armstrong.^— Works by George
Francis Armstrong, M.A.

Poems : Lyrical and Dramatic. Fcp.
Svo. 6s.

King Saul. (The Tragedy of Israel,

Part I.) Fcp. 8vo. Jj.

King Da vid. (The Tragedy of Israel,

Part II.) Fcp. 8vo. 6s.

King Solomon. (The Tragedy of
Israel, Part III.) Fcp. Svo. 6s.

Ugone: a Tragedy. Fcp. Svo. ds.

A Garland from Greece ; Poems,
Fcp. 8vo. gj.

Stories of Wicklow; Poenis. Fcp:
8vo. 9^.

Victoria Regina et Imperatrix:
a Jubilee Song from Ireland, 1887. 4to.

2s. 6d. cloth gilt.

Mephistopheles in Broadcloth :

a Satire. Fcp. Svo. 4!-.

The Life and Letters ofEdmvnd
J. Armstrong, Fcp. Svo. "js. bd.

Armstrong.— Works by Edmund
. y. Armstrong.

Poetical Works. Fcp. Svo. 5.?,

Essays and Snitches. Fcp. Svo, 5^-.
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Bowen. —' Harrow Songs and
OTHBR Verses. By Edward E.
BpwEN. Fcp. 8yo. is. dd. ,

'^OVT&a. — Thirty Years op Co-
lonial Government: a Selection from
the Official Papers of the Right Hon. Sir

George Ferguson Bowen, G.C.M.G.
D. C. L. LL. D. &c. Edited by Stanli^y
Lane-Poole. 2 vols. 8vo. 32^.

Brassey. — Works by Lady
Brassey.

A Voyage in the 'Sunbeam,' our
Home on the Ocean for Eleven
Months.

Library Edition, With 8 Maps and
Charts, and 118 Illustrations, 8vo. 2 1 j.

Cabinet Edition. With Map and 66
Illustrations, crown 8vo; Ts. 6d.

School Edition. With 37 Illustrations,

,
fcp. 2j. cloth, or 3J. white parchirienti

Popular Edition. With 60 Illustrations,

4to.[ 6rf. sewed, ij.. cloth.

Sunshine and Stormin the East.
Library Edition. With 2 Maps and

1 14 Illustrations, 8vo. 21s.

Cabinet Edition. With 2 Maps and
1 14 Illustrations, crown 8vo. Ts. 6d.

Popular Edition. With 103 Illustra-

tions, 4to. 6d. sewed, is. cloth.

In the Trades, the Tropics, and
the ' Roaring Forties.'

' Cabinet Edition. With Map and 220
Illustrations, crown Svo. 7J-. 6d.

Popular Edition. With 183 Illustra-

tions, 4to. 6d. sewed, is. cloth.

The Last Voyage to India- and
Australia in the ' Sunbeam.' With
Charts and Maps, and 40 Illustrations in

Monotone (20 full-page), and nearly 200
Illustrations in the Text from Drawings
by R. T. Pritchett. 8vo. 21s.

Three Voyages in the ' Sunbeam.'
Popular Edition. With 346 Illustrations,

,
4to. 2s. 6d.

Bray.

—

The Philosophy of Neces-
sity ; or,. Law in Mind as in Matter.

By Charles Bray. Crown Svo. Sj.

Brinkley's Astronomy. Re-edited
and Revised by J. W. Stubbs, D.D.
and F. Brunnow, Ph.D. With 49

' Diagrams. Crown 8vo. 6s.

Browne.—An Exposition of the
39 Articles, Historical and Doctrinal.

By E. H. Browne, D.D., Bishop of

Winchester. Svo. 16s,

Bryant.—Educational Ends ; or,

the Ideal' of Personal Development. By
Sophie Bryant, D.Sc.Lond. Crown
Svo. 6s.

Bryden.—I^LoopANDICar'roo: Sport,

Legend, and Natural History in Cape
Colony, with a Notice of the Game Birds,

and of the present distribution of the

Antelopes and Larger Game. By H. A.
Bryden. With 17 Illustrations. Svo.

10s. 6d.

Buckle.—HisTORY OP Civilisa tion
• IN England And France, Spain and
Scotland. ByHenryThomas Buckle.
3 vols, crown Svo. 24?.

Buckton.— Works by Mrs. C. M.
BUCKTON.

Food and Home Cookery. With
II Woodcuts. CroWn Svo. 2s. 6d.

Health in the House. With 41
Woodcuts and Diagrams. Crown Svo. 2j.

BuU.^— Works by Thomas Bull.
Hints to Mothers on the Man-

agement of their Health during the

Period of Pregnancy and in the Lying-jn

Room. Fcp. Svo. is. 6d. --

The Maternal Management of
Children in Health and Disease.
Fcp. 8vo. i^. 6d.

Bullinger.—A Critical Lexicon
and Concordance to the English
and Greek New Testament. By E.

W. Bullinger, D.D. Royal Svo, 15^.

Butler. — WbRKs by Samuel.
Butler.

Op. I. Erewhon. Cr. Svo. 5^.

Op. 2. The Fair Haven. A Work
in Defence of the Miraculous Element in

our Lord's Ministry. Cr. Svo. "Js. 6d.

Op. 3. Life and Habit.' An Essay
after a Completer View of Evolution.

Cr. Svo. 7J-. 6d.

Op. 4. Evolution, Old and New.
Cr. Svo. 10s. 6d.

Op. 5. Unconscious Memory. Cr.

Svo. "7J. 6d.

Op. 6. Alps and Sanctuaries of
Piedmont and the Canton Ticino.

Illustrated. Pott 4to. ioj. 6d.

Op. 7. Selections from Ops. 1-6.

With Remarks on Mr. G. J. ROMANES'
' Mental Evolution in Animals.' Cr. Svo.

is. 6d.

Op. S. Luck, or Cunning, as the
Main Means of Organic Modifica-
tion? Cr. Svo. "js. 6d.

Op. 9. Ex VoTO. An Arxount of the
Sacro Monte or New Jerusalem at Varallo-

Sesia. loj. 6d.

Holbein's 'La Danse.' A Note on
a Drawing called 'La Danse,' in the

Museum at Basle, with 2 Photographs
mounted on a card. y. .
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Bain. — Works by Alexander
Bain, LL.D.

Mental and Moral Science.
Crown 8vo. los. 6d.

SensesAND THEIntellect. Svo.is^.

Emotions and the Will. Svo.isj'.

Logic, Deductive and, Inductive.
Part I. Deduction, 4^. Part II. In-

duction, 6s. 6d,

Practical Essays. Cr. 8vo. 2s.

Caker.—By the Western Sea :

a Summer Idyll. By James Baker,
Author of ' John Westacott. ' Cr. 8vo. 6^.

. Saker. — ' War with Crime' :

being a Selection of Reprinted Papers
on Crime, Prison Discipline, &c. By
T. Barwick Ll. Baker. 8vo. 12s. td.

Baker.— Worksby Sir S. W.Baker.
Eight Years in 'Ceylon. Crown

Svo. Woodcuts, ^s.

The Rifle and the Hound in
Ceylon. Crown Svo. Woodcuts. 5^,

Bale.—A Handbook for Steam
Users ; being Notes on Steam' Engine
and Boiler Management and Steam

-

Boiler Explosions. By M. Powis Bale,
M.I.M.E. A.M.I.C.E. Fcp. Svo. 2.r. 60'.

. Ball.— Works by the Rt. Hon.J. T.

Ball, LL.D. D.C.L.
,

TheReformed ChurchofIreland
(1537-1886). Svo. 7J. (yd.

Historical Review of the Legis-
lative Systems Operative m Ire-

land, from the Invasion of Henry the

Second to theUuion(ii72-i8oc). 8vo.6.f.

Barker.—A Short Manual of
Surgical Operations. By A. E. J.

Barker, F.R.C.S. With 61 Woodcuts.

Crown Svo. 12s. td.

Barnett.—Practicable Socialism:
Essays on Social Reform. By the Rev.

S. A. Barnett, MiA. and Mrs. Bar-
nett. Crown Svo. 2s. td.

Becker.— Works by Pr-ofessor

Becker, translatedfrom the German by

the H^. F. Metcalf.

Gallus; or, Roman Scenes in the

Time of Augustus. Post Svo. Js. td.

Charicles ; or, Illustrations of the

Private Life of the Ancient Greeks.

Post Svo. 7/. td.

Beaconsfield.— Wvrks by the
Earl of Beaconsfield, K. G.

Novels and Tales. The Hugh-
enden Edition. , With 2 Portraits and 1

1

Vignettes. 11 vols. Crown Svo. 42J.

Endymion. Henrietta Temple.
Lothair. Contarini Fleming, &c.
Coningsby. Alroy, Ixion, &c.

Tancred. Sybil. The Young Duke, &c.
Venetia. Vivian Grey.

.

Novels and Tales. Cheap Edition,
complete in 11 vols. Crown Svo. is.

each, boards ; is. td. each, cloth.

Bennett and Murray.—^ Hand-
book OF Cryptogamic Botany. By
A. W. Bennett, M.A. B.Sc. F.L.S.
and George R. MilneMurray, F.L.S,
With 378 Illustrations. Svo. its.

Bennett.^— Cz/iv/c.4i Lectures on
Varicose Veins of the Lower Ex-
tremities. By William H. Bennett,
F. R. C. S. With 3 Plates, Svo. ts.

Bentley.—A Text-BookofOrganic
Materia Medica. By Robt. Bentley,
F.L.S. 62 Illustrations. Oc.Zvo. "Js. td.

Binet. — The Psychic Life of
Micro-Organisms. a Study in Expe-
rimental Psychology. By Alfred Binet.
Crown Svo. 3^.

Blake.—Tables for the Conver-
sion OF 5 PER cent. Interest from
Jij to 7 PER CEAT. Compiled by J.
IJLAKfe, of the London Joint Stock Bank,
Limited. Svo. 12s. td.

Book (The) of Wedding Days.
Arranged on the Plan of a Birthday Book.
With 96 Illustrated Borders, Frontispiece,

and Title-page by Walter Crane ; and
Quotations for each Day. Compiled and
Arranged by K. E. J. Reid, May Ross,
and Mabel Bamfield. 4to. 21s.

Boultbee.—A Commentary on the
39 Articles of the Church of England.

By the Rev. T. P. Boultbee. Cr. 8vo.6j.

Bourne.— Works byJohn Bourne.
Ca techism of the Steam Engine

in its various Applications in the Arts, to

which is now addeld a chapter on Air and
Gas Engines, and another devoted to

Useful Rules, Tables, and Memoranda.
212 Woodcuts. Crown Svo. 7^. td.

Handbook of the Steam Engine;
a Key to the Catechism of the Steam
Engine, With 67 Woodcuts. Fcp. Svo, 9J.

Recent Improvements in the
Steam Engine. With 124 Woodcuts.
Fcp, Svo. ts.
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Davidson.— Works by William
L. Davidson, M.A,

The Logic of Definition Ex-
plained and Applied. Crown 8vo. ds.

Leading AND Important English
Words Explained and Exemplified,
Fcp. 8vo. y. 6d:

De Redcliffe.—The Life of the
Right Hon. Stratford Canning:
l^/scouNT Stratford De Redcliffe,

' By- Stanley Lanb-Poole. With 3
Portraits. 2 vols. 8vo. 36^-.

De Sali^. — Works by Mrs. De
Salis.

Savouries A la Mode. Fcp. 8vo.
IS. boards.

Entr&es a la Mode. Fcp. 8vo.
IS. dd. boards.

Soups and Dressed Fish 2 la
Mode., Fcp. 8vo. \s. 6d. boards.

Oysters a la Mode. Fcp. 8vo.
IS. 6d. boards.

Sweets and Supper Dishes A la
Mode. Fcp. 8vo. ij-. 61/. boards,

- Dressed Vegetables J5 la Mode.
Fcp. 8vo. IS. td. boards.

Dressed Game and Poultry A
la Mode. Fcp. 8vo. \s. 6d. boards.

TuDOINGS AND TASTRY A LA MoDE.
Fcp. 8vo. IS. 6d. boards.

Cakes and Confections k la
Mode. Fcp. 8vo. is. 6d. boards.

Wrinkles and Notions for every
Household. Cr. 8vo. 2s. bd.

De Tocqueville.—Democracy in
America. By Alexis* de Tocque-
ville. Translated by Henry Reeve,
C.B. 2 vols, crown 8vo, ids,

Delaild.'— Works by Mrs. Deland.
John Ward, Preacher : a Story.

Crown Svo. Cabinet Edition, ds. ; Popu-
lar Edition, 2s. boards, 2s. dd. cloth.

The Old Garden, and other Verses.
Fcp. 8vo. 5j.

Florida Days. ' With 12 Full-page
Plates (2 Etched and 4 in Colours), and
about 50 Illustrations in the Text, iby

Louis K. Harlow. Svo. 21^.

Dickinson.— Works by W. How-
ship Dickinson, M.D. Cantab.

On Penal and Urinary Affec-
tions. With 12 Plates and 122 Wood-
cuts. 3 vols. Svo. £'i. 4J. dd. .

The Tongue as an Indicator of
Disease : being the Lumbeian Lectures

delivered at the Royal College of

Physicians in March 1888. Svo. ys. dd.

Dowell.^.4 History of Taxation
and Taxes in England from the
Earliest Times to the Year 1885.

By Stephen Dowell. (4 vols. Svo.)

Vols. I. and IL The History oi Taxation,

zis. Vols. III. and' IV. The History of

Taxes, 2is.

Doyle.—The Official Baronage
of England. By James E. Doyle.
Showing the Succession, Dignities, and

Offices of every Peer from 1066 to 1885.

Vols. I. to III. With 1,600 Portraits,

&c. 3 vols. 4to. ^5. Sj.

Doyle.— Works by J. A. Doyle^
Fellow of All Souls CoUfege, Oxford.

The English in America: Vir-
ginia, Maryland, and the Carolinas,

Svo. i8j.

The English in America : The
Puritan Colonies. 2 vols. Svo. 36^.

Doyle.— Works byA.ConanDoyle.

MicAH Clarke: his Statement as

made to his three Grandchildren, Joseph,

Gervas, and Reuben, during the hard

Winter of 1734. With Frontispiece and
Vignette. Crown Svo. 3^. dd.

The Captain of the Polestar ;
and other Tales. Crown Svo. 6j.

Dublin University Press Series
(The) : a Series of Works' underJ;a,ken

by the Provost and Senior Fellows of

Trinity College, Dublin,

Abbott's (T. K.) Codex Rescriptus Dublin-

ensis of St. Matthew. 4to. 21s.

. _ Evangeliorum Versio Ante-

hieronymiana ex CodiceUsseriano (Dublin-

ensi). 2 vols, crown Svo. 21s.

Allman's (G. J.) Greek Geometry from
Thales to Euclid. %yo. los. dd.

Burnside (W, S.) and Panton's (A. W.)
Theory of Equations. Svo. 12s. dd,

Casey's (John) Sequel to Euclid's Elements,

Crown Svo. y. dd,

_ Analytical Geometry of the

Conic Sections, Crown Svo. "js. dd.

Davies's (J. F.) Eumenides of iEschylus.

With Metrical English Translation. Svo.

Dublin Translations into Greek and Latin

Verse. Edited by R. Y. Tyrrell. Svo.

I2.f. dd.

Graves's (R. P.) Life of Sir William
Hamilton. 3 vols. l$s. each.

[Continued on nextpage.



PUBLISHED Bi Messrs. Longmans, Green, &= Co.

Burdett.—Fringe, Frincess, and
People : an Account of the Social Pro-
gress and Development of our own Times,
as illustrated by the Public Life and Work
of their Royal Highnesses the Prince and
Princess of Wales, 1863-1889. By Henry
C. Burdett. 8vo. 2u.

Carlyle.—Letters and Memorials
OF Janb Welsh Carlyle. Prepared
for publication by Thomas Carlyle, and
edited by J. A. FrOude, M.A, 3 vols.

8vo. 36J.

QaxviS.—Fundamental Froblems.
The Method of Philosophy as a System-
atic Arrangement of Knowledge. By Dr.
Paul Car us. Crown Svo. 4^'.

Case.—Fhysical Realism ; being
an Analytical Philosophy from the Physical
Objects of Science to the Physical Data
of Sense. By Thomas Case, M.A.
Fellow and Senior Tutor C.C.C. 8vo. 15^.

Chlsholm.—Hand-book of Com-
mercial Geography. By G. G. Chis-
HOLM, M.A. B.Sc. With 29 Maps.
Svo. i6j-.

Churchill. — Speeches by Lord
Randolph Churchill, M.P. Selected
and Edited, with an Introduction and
Kotes, by Louis J. Jennings, M.P.
2 vols. Svo. 24J.

Clavers, the Despot's Champion

:

a Scots Biography. By A Southern.
Crown Svo. Ts. bd.

Clerk.—7^5 Gas Engine. By
DuGALD Clerk. With loi Illustrations

and Diagrams. Crown Svo. "js. 6ri.

Clodd.—The Story of Creation.;
a Plain. Account of Evolution, By
Edward Clodd. With 77 Illustrations^

Crown Svo. 6s:

Clutterbuck.— The Skipper in
Arctic Seas. By W. J. Clutterbuck,
one of the Authors of ' Three in Norway.'
With numerous Illustrations; Crown Svo.

IOJ-. 6d.

Coats.—A Manual of Fathology.
iy Joseph Coats, M.D. Pathologist

to the Western Infirmary and the Sick

Children's Hospital, Glasgow. With 364
Illustrations. Svo. 3IJ. td,

Colenso.—The Fentateuch ani\
Book of Joshua Critically Ex-
amined. By J. W. Colenso, D.D.
late Bishop of Natal. Crown Svo. 6s.

Comyn,—Atherstone Friory: a
Tale. By L. N. Comyn. Cr. Svo. 2s. 6d.

Conder. —A Handbook to the
Bible, or Guide to the Study of the Holy
Scriptures derived from Ancient Monu-
ments and Modem Exploration. By F.
R. Conder, and, Lieut.' C. R. Conder,
R.E. Post Svo. is. 6d.

Conington. — Works by John
CONIH^GTON, M.A.

The jEneid of Virgil. Trans-
lated into English Verse. Crown Svo. 6s.

The FoEMS of' Virgil. Translated
into English Prose. Crown Svo. 6s.

Conybeare & Howson. — 7V^
Life and Epistles of St. Fa ul. .

By the Rev. W. J. Conybeare, M.A.
and the Very Rev. J. S. HowsoN, D.D.

Library Edition, 2 vols. Svo. 21 j.

Student's Edition, i vol. crown Svo. 6s.

Cooke. — Tablets of Anatomy.
By Thomas Cooke, F.R.C.S. Eng.
B.A. B.Sc. M.D. Paris. A selection of
the Tablets believed to be most useful to

Students generally. Post 4to. 7j. 6d.

CooWds^.— Swiss Travel and
Swiss Guidb-Books. By W. A. B.

CooLiDGE, Fellow of Magdalen College,

Oxford. Crown Svo. lo^. 6d.

Creigfhton. — History of the
Papacy During the Reformation.
By the Rev. M. Creighton, M.A.
Svo. Vols. I. and II. 1378-1464, 32J.

;

Vols. III. and IV. 1464-1518, 24^.

Crookes. — Select Methods in'

Chemical Analysis (chiefly Inorganic).

By William Crookes, F.R.S. V.P.CS.
With 37 Illustrations, Svo, 24r.

Crump. — Works by Arthur
Crump : ,

,

A Short Enquiry into the Form-
ation of Political Opinion, froin the
Reign of the Great Families to the A(Jvent

of Democracy. Svo. 7^. 6d.

AnInvestigationinto the Causes
OF THE Great Fall in Prices which
took place COINCIDENTLY WITH THE
Demonetisation of Silver by Ger-
many.. Svo. 6s.

Culley.—Handbook of Fractical
Telegraphy. By R. S. Culley,
M. Inst. C.E. Svo. 16s.

Curzon.—Russia in Central Asia
IN 1889 AND THE ANGLO - RUSSIAN
Question. By the Hon. George N.
Curzon, M.P. With Illustrations and
Maps. Svo. 2IJ-.

Davidson.—An Introduction to
THE Study of the New Testament,
Critical, Exegetical, and Theological. '

By the Rev. S. Davidson, D.D. LL.D.
Revised Edition. 2 Vols. Svo. 301.
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Fitzwygram. — ITorses and
Stables. By Major-General Sir F.
FiTZWYGRAM, Bart. With 19 pages ot

Illustrations. 8vo. Sj.

Fletcher.

—

Characters in ^Mac-
beth.' Extracted fro^n ' Studies of

Shakespeare.' By George Fletcher,
1847. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

Forbes.—A Course of Lectures
ON Electricity, delivered before the

Society of Arts. By George Forbes.
With 17 Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 5^.

TFovA.—The Theory and Practice
OF Archery. By the late Horace
Ford. New Edition, thoroughly Revised
and Re-written by W. Butt, M. A. With
a Preface by C. J. Longman, M.A.
F.S.A. Svo. 14^.

Fox.—Tif^ Early History op
Charles Jambs Fox. By the Right
Hon. Sir G. O. Trevelyan, Bart.

Library Edition, Svo. l8j.

Cabinet Edition, cr. Svo. ds.

Francis.—A Sook on Angling;
or. Treatise on the Art of Fishing in every

branch ; including full Illustrated List

of Salmon Flies. By Francis Francis.

,. Post Svo. Portrait and Plates, Ijj.

Freeman.—The Historical Geo-
j
cRaphy of Europe. By E. A. Free-
man. With 65 Maps, zvols. Svo. ju. e^/.

Froude.—Works by James A.
Frovde.

The History of England, from
the Fall of Wolsey to the Defeat of the

Spanish Armada.
Popular Edition, 12 vols. cr. Svo. £2. zs.

^HORT Studies on Great Sub-
jects. 4 vols, crown 8vo. 24J.

CyBSAR: a Sketch. Crown 8vo. 3Jr. 6</.

The English in Ireland in the
,
Eighteenth Century. 3 vols, crown
Svo. iSj.

Oceana ; or, England and Her
Colonies. With 9 Illustrations. Crown
Svo. 2j. boards, 2s. 6d. cloth.

The English in the West Indies;
OR, THE Bow of Ulysses. With 9
Illustrations. Crown Svo. 2s. boards,

2s. 6d. cloth.

The two
.
Chiefs of Dunboy ;

or, an Irish Romance of the Last Century.

Crowi;i Svo. 61.

Gairdner ^nd Coats.^—On the Dis-
eases Classified by the Registrar-
General AS Tabes Mesentbrica. By
W. T. Gairdner, M.D. LL.D, On
THE Pathology of Fhthis^s Fulmo-
NALis. By Joseph Coats, M.D. With

. 28 Illustrations. Svo. 12s. bd.

Galloway.— The Fundamental
PrinciplesofChemistry,Practically-
Taught .BY A New, Method. By
Robert Galloway, M.R.I.A. Cr. Svo.

6j. dd.

Ganot.— Works by Professor
Ganot. Translated by E. Atkinson,
Ph.D. F.C.S.

Elementary Treatise on Phy--
sics. With 5 Coloured Plates and 923
Woodcuts. Crown Svo. l^s.

Natural Philosophy for Gene-
^

ral . Readers and Young Persons.
With 2 Plates, 518 Woodcuts, and . an
Appendix of Questions. Cr. Svo. ^s. 6d.

Gardiner. — Works by Samuel
Rawson Gardiner, LL.ID.

History of England, from the
Accession of James I. to the Outbreak
of the Civil War, 1603-1642. io vols.

crown Svo. price (>s, each. ,

A History op the' Great Civil
War, 1642-1649; (3 vols.) Vol. I.

1 642- 1644. With 24 M^ps. Svo. 21J.

Vol. II. 1644-1647. With 21 Maps^
Svo. 24J.

Garrod.— Works by Sir Alfred
Faring Garrod, M.D. F.E.S.

A Treatise on Gout, and Rheu-
MATicGouT(RHEu<MATqiD Arthritis),
With 6 Plates, comprising 21 Figures

(14 Coloured), and 27 lUustratiions en-

graved on Wood. Svo. 21s.

The
,
Essentials of Materia

Mbdica and Therapeutics. New
Edition, revised and adapted to the New
Edition of the British Pharmacopoeia, by
Nestor TiRARD, M.D. Cr. Svo. 12s. 6d.

Ctra.rA.^ORTHODox: a Novel. By
Dorothea Gerard. Crown Svo. 6s.:

Gibbs. — England and South
APRifA. By Edmund J. Gibbs. Svo. 5^.-

Gibson—^ Text-Book of Elemen-
tary Biology. By R. J. Harvey
Gibson, M.A. With 192 Illustrations.

Fcp. Svo. 6^.

Godolphin.—The Xife\ of the
Earl of Godolphin, Lord High Trea-
surer 1702-1710. By the Hon. HiJgh
Elliot, M.P. Svo. 15^.

Qot.\h.&.—rFAUST. ANew Translation,
chiefly in Blank Verse ; with Introduc-

tion and Notes. By James Adett Birds.
Crown Svo. ps.

Faust. The Second Part. A New
Translation in Verse. By James Adey
Birds. Crown Svo. 6s.
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Dublin University Press Series
(The)

—

continued.

Griffin (R. W.) on Parabola, Ellipse, and
Hyperbola. Crown 8vo. 6j.

Hobart's (W. K.) Medical Language of St.

Luke. 8vo. xds.

Leslie's (T. E. Cliffe) Essays in Political

Economy. 8vo. los. td.

Macalister's (A.) Zoology and Morphology
of Vertebrata. 8vo. loj. 6rf.

MacCuUagh's (James) Mathematical and
other Tracts. 8vo. \^s.

Maguire's (T.) Parmenides of Plato, Text
with Introduction, Analysis, &c. 8vo.

7j. dd.

Roberts's (R. A.) Examples in the Analytic
Geometry of Plane Curves. Fcp. 8vo. 5j.

Southey's (R.) Correspondence with Caroline
Bowles. Edited by E. Dowden. 8vo. 14J.

Stubbs' (J. W.) History of the University
of Dublin, from its Foundation to ttie End
of the Eighteenth Century. 8vo. izs.dd.

Thomhill's (W. J.) The ^neid of Virgil,

freely translated into English Blank
Verse. Crown 8vo. "js. 6d.

Tyrrell's (R. Y. ) Cicero's Correspondence.
Vols. I. and II. 8vo. each 12s.

The Acharnians of Aristo-
phanes, translated into English Verse.
Crovra 8vo. 2s. 6d.

Webb's (T. E.) Goethe's Faust, Transla-
tion and Notes. 8vo. 1 2J. 6d.

The Veil of Isis : a Series

of Essays on Idealism. 8vo. loj-. 6d.

Wilkins's (G.) The Growth of the Homeric
Poems. 8vo. 6s.

Earl.

—

The Elements of Labora-
tory Work. A Course of Natural
Science for Schools. By A. G. Earl,
M.A. Crown 8vo. 4J. 6d.

Edersheim.— Works by the Rev.
Alfred Edersheim, D.D.

The Life and Times of Jesus
THE Messiah.
Library Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. 24^.

•Jesvs the Messiah: being an
Abridged Edition of ' The Life and Times
of Jesus the Messiah. ' With a Preface by
the Rev. W. Sanday, D.D. 1 vol.

crown 8vo. Is. 6d.

Prophecy and History in refla-

tion TO THE Messiah: the Warburton
Lectures, 1880-1884. Svo. 12s.

EUicott. — Works by C. y.
ElLICOTT, D.D. Bishop of Gloucester

and Bristol.

A Critical and Grammatical
CommentaryON St. Paul's Epistles.
8vo.

I. Corinthians. i6s.

Galatians. Sis. 6d.

EUicott.— Works by C. J. Ellicott—contd.

Ephesians. 8^-. dd.

Pastoral Epistles, ioj. td.

Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon.
loj. bd.

Thessalonians. 7^. (>d.

Historical Lectures on the Life
op Our Lord Jesus Christ. 8vo. 12s'.

English Worthies. Fcp. 8vo. i.f.

each, sewed ; is. bd. each, clotla.

Darwin. By Grant Allen.
Marlborough. By G. Saintsbury.
Shaftesbury (The First Earl). By
H D. Traill.

Admiral Blake. By David-
Hannay.

Raleigh. By Edmund Gossk.
Steele. By Austin Dobson.
BenJonson. By J. A. Symonds.
Canning. By Frank H. Hill.
Claverhouse. By Mowbray

Morris.

Erichsen.— Works by John Eric
Erichsen, F.R.S.

The Science and Art of Sur-
gery: Being a Treatise on Surgical In-

juries, Diseases, and Operations. With
1,025 Illustrations. 2 vols. 8vo. 48J.

On Concussion of the Spine, Ner-
vous Shocks, and other Obscure Injuries

of the Nervous System, Cr. 8vo. 10s. dd.

Ewald. — Works by Professor
Heinrich Ewald, of Gottingen.

The Antiquities op Israel.
Translated from the German by H. S.

Solly, M.A. Svo. \2s. 6d.

The History of Israel. Trans-
lated from the German. 8 vols. Svo.

Vols. I. and II. 24J. Vols. III. and
IV. 2IJ. Vol. V. \%s. Vol. VI. i6j.

Vol. VII. 2XS. Vol. VIII. with Index
to the Complete Work. iSj.

Fairbairn.— Works by Sir W.
Fairbairn, Bart. C.E.

A Treatise ON Mills AND Mill-
work, with 18 Plates and 333 Woodcuts.
1 vol. Svo. 25J.

Useful Information for Engi-
neers. With many Plates and Wood-
cuts. 3 vols, crov^n Svo. %is. 6d,

Farrar. — Language and Lan-
guages. A Revised Edition of Chapters

on Language and Families of Speech. By
F. W. Farrar, D.D. Crown Svo. ds.
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Hearn.

—

The Government ofEng-
land ; its Structure and its Development.
By William Edward Hearn, Q.C.
8vo. i6ji

Helmholtz.— Works by Pro-
fessor Helmholtz.

' On the Sensations of Tone as a
Physiological Basis for the Theory
OP Music. Royal 8voi 28^.

Popular Lectures on Scientific
SusyECTS. With 68 Woodcuts. 2 vols.

Crown 8vo. I JJ. or separately, Ts. 6d. each.

Hendersbn^—The Story of Music.
By W. J. Henderson. Crown Svo. 6s.

Herschel.—Outlines of Astro-
nomy. By Sir J. F. W. Herschel,
Bart. M. A. With Plates and Diagrams.
Square crown 8vo. I2j.

Hester's Venture : a Novel. By
the Author of 'The Atelier du Lys.'

Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

Hewitt. — The Diagnosis and
Treatment op Diseases op Women,
INCLUDING THE DIAGNOSIS . OP PrEG^
NANCY. By Graily Hewitt, M.D.
With 211 Engravings. Svo. 24^-. '.

Higginson. — The Afternoon
Landscape : Poems and Translations.

;
By Thomas Wentworth Higginson,
Colonel U.S. Army. Fcp. Svo. 5J.

Historic Towns. Edited by E. A.
Freeman, D.C.L. and Rev. William
Hunt, M.A. With Maps and Plans.

Crown Svo. y. 6d. each.

Bristol. By W. Hunt.
Carlisle. By Mandell Creigh-

TON.

Cinque Ports. By Montagu
Burrows.

Colchester. By E. L. Cutts.

Exeter. By E. A. Freeman.
London. By W. E. Loftie.

Oxford. By C. W. Boase.

Winchester. By G. W. Kitchin.

Holmes.—A System of Surgery,
Theoretical and Practical, in Treatises by
various Authors.

,
Edited by Timothy

Holmes, M.A. and J. W. Hulke,
F.R.S. 3 vols, royal Svo. £n. ^.

Hopkins.^—Christ the Consoler;
a Book of Comfort for the Sick. By
Ellice Hopkins. Fcp. Svo. 2s. dd.

Y\.oW\\.t.-^VisiTS to Remarkable
Places, Old Halls, Battle-Fields, Scenes
illustrative of Striking Passs^es in English
History and Poetry. By William
Howitt. With 80 Illustrations. Cr. Svo.

Hudson& Gosse.—TheRotifera,
OR ' IVhbel-Animalculbs.' By C. T.
Hudson, LL.D. and P. H. Gosse,
F.R.S. \ With 30 Coloured and 4 Un-
coloured Plates. In 6 Parts. 4to. los. 6d.

each ; Supplement, 12s. 6d. Complete
in 2 vols, with Supplement, 4to. £/\.. 4J.

Hullah.— Works byJohn Hullah.
Course of Lectures on the His-

tory OP Modern Music. Svo. Sj. 6d.

Course of Lectures on the Tran-
sition Period op Musical History.
Svo. los. 6d.

Hume.—ThePhilosophical Works
op David Hume. Edited by T. H.
Green and T. H. Grose. 4 vols. Svo.

S6j. Or separately. Essays, z, vols. 28^.

Treatise of Human Nature. 2 vols. 2%s,

Hutchinson. — Works by Horace
G. Hutchinson.

Cricketing Saws and Stories.
With rectilinear Illustrations by the
Author. i6mo. \s.

The Record op a Human Soul.
Pep. Svo. 3^. 6d.

Huth.

—

The Marriage of Near
Kin, considered with respect to the Law
of Nations, the Result of Experience,
and the Teachings of Biology. By
Alfred H. Huth. Royal Svo. 2\s.

In the Olden Time: a Tale of
the Peasant War in Germany. By Author

.

of ' Mademoiselle Mori.' Cr. 810. is. (td.

Ingelow.— Works by Jean Inge-
low.

Poetical Works. Vols. I. and II. -

Fcp. 8vo. 12^. Vol. HI. Fcp. Svo. ^s.

Lyrical and Other Poems. Se-
lected from the Writings of Jean
Ingelow. Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6d. clothplain

;

SJ. cloth gilt.

Irving.—Physical and Chemical
Studies, in Rock-Metamorphisi/i,
based on the Thesis written for the D. Sc.

Degree in the University of London, 18S8.
By the Rev. A. Irving, D.Sc.Lond.
Svo. Sj.
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Gray. — Astatomy, Descriptive
AND Surgical. By Henry Gray,
F.R.S. With 569 Woodcut Illustrations,

a large number of which are coloured.

Re-edited by T. Pickering Pick.
Royal Svo. 36J.

Green.—The Works of Thomas
Hill Green, late Whyte's Professor of
Moral Philosophy, Oxford. Edited by
R. L. Nettleship, Fellow of Balliol

College (3 vols.) Vols. I. and II.

—

Philosophical Works. Svo. i6j. each.
Vol. III.—Miscellanies. With Index to

the three Volumes and Memoir. Svo. 2.1s.

The Witness of God, and Faith:
Two Lay Sermons. By T. H. Green.
Fcp. Svo. 2S.

Greville.—A Journal of the
Heigns of King George IV. King
William JV. and Queen Victoria.
By the late C. C. F. Greville, Esq.
Edited by H. Reeve, C.E. Cabinet
Edition. 8 vols. Crown Svo. ds. each.

Gwilt.—An Encyclopedia of
Architecture. By Joseph Gwilt,
F.S.A. Illustrated with more than 1,700'

Engravings on Wood . Revised byWyatt
Papworth. Svo. 52J. bd.

Hagfgard.— Works by H. Rider
Haggard.

,She. With 32 Illustrations by M.
Greiffenhagen and C. H. M. Kerr.
Crown Svo. y.(>d. •

Allan Quatermain. With 31 Il-

lustrations by C. li. M. Kerr. Crown
Svo. 3J-. bd.

Maijva's Revenge ; OR, The War
OF THE Ln TLE HAND. Crown Svo. 2S.

boards ; 2s. 6d. cloth.

Colonel Quaritch, V.C. K Novel.
With Vignette on Title and Frontispiece.

Crown Svo. y. dd.

Cleopatra : being an Account of the
Fall -and Vengeance of Harmachis, the

Royal Egyptian. With 29 Full-page

Illustrations by M. Greiffenhagen and
R. Caton Woodville. Crown Svo. 6s.

Beatrice. A Novel. Cr. Svo. 6s.

[In May.

Harrison.—Civ the Creation and
Physical Structure of the Earth:
an Essay. By John Thornhill Har-
rison, F.G.S. M.Inst.C.E. With 6

Maps. Svo. Is. 6d.

Harte.—Novels by Bret Harte.
In the Carquinez Woods. Fcp.

Svo. \s. boards ; \s. 6d. cloth.

On the Frontier. i6mo. is.

By Shore and Sedge. i6mo. is.

Hartwig.— WorksbyBr. Hartwig,
The Sea and its Living Wonders.

With 12 Plates,and 303 Woodcuts. Svo,
Ids. 6d.

The Tropical World. With 8 Plates,
and 172 Woodcuts. Svo. loj. dd.

The Polar World. With 3 Maps,
S Plates, and 85 Woodcuts. Svo. loj'. 6d.

The Subterranean World. With
3 Maps and So Woodcuts. Svo. los. 6d.

The Aerial World. With 'Map,
8 Plates, and 60 Woodcuts. Svo. los. 6d.

The following books are extracted from the
foregoing works by Dr. Hartwig :

—

Heroes of the Arctic Regions.
With 19 Illustrations. Crown Svo. 2s.

cloth extra, gilt edges.

Wondersofthe Tropical Forests.
With 40 Illustrations. Crown Svo. 2s,

cloth extra, gilt edgesi

Workers Under the Ground;
or, Mines and Mining. With 29 lUus
trations. Crown Svo. 2s. cloth extra, gilt

edges.

Marvels Over Our Heads. With
29 Illustrations. Crown 8vp. 2s. cloth

extra, gilt edges.

Marvels Under Our Feet. With
22 Illustrations. Crown Svo. 2s. cloth

extra, gilt edges.

Dwellers in the Arctic Regions.
With 29 Illustrations. Crown Svo. 2s. dd,

cloth extra, gilt edges.

Winged Life in the Tropics.^
With 55 Illustrations. Crown Svo. 2s, dd.

cloth extra, gilt edges.

Volcanoes and
,
Earthquakes.

With 30 Illustrations. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

cloth extra, gilt edges.

Wild Animals of the Tropics.
With 66 Illustrations. Ciown Svo. 3^. dd.

cloth extra, gilt edges.

Sea Monsters and Sea Birds.
,

,
With 75 Illustrations. Crown Svo. 2s. dd,

cloth extra, gilt edges.

Denizens of the Deep. With
117 Illustrations. Crown Svo. 2s. dd. cloth

extra, gilt edges.

Hassall.—The InhalationTreat-
ment OF Diseases of the Organs of
Respira tion, including Consumption.
By Arthur Hill Hassall, M.D.
With 19 Illustrations of Apparatus. Gr.

Svo. I2s.dd.

Havelock. — Memoirs of Sir
Henry Havblock, K.C.B. By John
Clark Marshma]*. Crown Svo. 3j. dd.
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Kirkup.—An Inquiry into Social-
ism. By Thomas Kirkup, Author of

the Article on ' Socialism ' in the ' Ency-
clopaedia Britannica.' Crown Svo. ^s.

Kolbe.—A Short Text-book of
Inorganic Chemistry. By Dr. Her-
mann Kolbe. Translated from the

German by T. S. Humpidge, Ph.D.
With a Coloured Table of Spectra and
6& Illustrations. Crown Svo. "js. 6d,

Ladd. — Elements of Physiolo-
gical Psychology: a Treatise of the

Activities and Nature of the Mind from

the Physical and Experimental Point pf

View. By George T. Ladd. Svo. 2Ij-.

Langf.— Works by Andrew Lang.

Myth, Ritual, and Religion. 2

vols, crown Svo. 21s.

CustomAND Myth: Studies of Early.
Usage and Belief. With 15 Illustrations.

Crown Svo. 1s.6d,

Books AND Bookmen. With 2

Coloured Plates and 17 Illustrations, Cr.

Svo. 6j, dd.

Grass of Parnassus. A Volume
of Selected Verses. Fcp. Svo. 6^.

Letters on Literature. Crown
Svo. 6s. 6d.

Old Friends : Essays in Epistolary
Parody. 6s. 6d.

Ballads of Books. Edited by
Andrew Lang. Fcp. Svo. 6s.

The Blue Fairy Book. Edited by
Andrew Lang. With numerous Il-

lustrations by H. J. Ford and G. P.

Jacomb Hood. Crown Svo. 6s.

Laughton.—Studies in Naval
History ; Biographies. By J. K.
Laijghton, M.A. Svo. 10s. 6d.

Lavigerie.—Cardinal La vigerie
AND the African Slave Trade.
1 vol. Svo. I4r.

Lecky.— Works byW.E.H. Lecky.

History of England in the
Eighteenth Century. 8vo, Vols.

I. &II. 1700-1760. 36J. Vols. IIL
&IV. 1 760-1 7S4. 36^. Vols. V. &VL
I784-I793. 36.f.

TheHistoryofEuropeanMorals
FROM Augustus to Charlemagne.
2 vols, crown Svo. 16^.

History OF the Rise and Influ-
ence OF the Spirit of Nationalism
IN Europe, 2 vols, crown Svo. 16s.'

Lees andClutteYbuck.—^. C. 1887,
A Ramble in British Columbia. • By
J. A. Lees and W. J. Clutterbuck,
Authors of 'Three in Norway.' With
Mjtp and 75 Illustrations from Sketches
and Photographs by the Authors. Crown
Svo. 6^.

Lewes.—The History of Philo-
sophy, from Thales to Comte. By
George Henry Lewes. 2vo1s, Svo. 32^-.

Light through the Crannies.—
Parables and Teachings from the other

Side. First Series. Crown Svo. \s.

sewed ; \s. 6d, cloth.

'L.laAt.^PiCTURESQUENewGuinea.
By J. W. L-indt, F.R.G.S. With 50
Full-page Photographic Illustrations. 4to.

42^-.

Liveing.— Works by Robert Live-
ing, M.A. and M.D. Cantab.

Handbook on Diseases of the
Skin. Fcp Svo. SJ.

Notes on the Treatment of Skin
Diseases. iSmo. y.

Lloyd.—A Treatise on Magnet-
ism, General and Terrestrial. By H.
Lloyd, D.D. D.C.L. Svo. 10s. 6d.

Lloyd.—The Science of Agricul-
ture. By F. J. Lloyd. Svo. 12s.

Longman.—History of the Life
AND Times of Edward III. By
William Longman. 2 vols. Svo. 2Sj.

Longman.— Works by pREDERicK
W. Longman, Balliol College, Oxon. '\

Chess Openings. Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6d.

Frederick the Great and the
Seven Years' War. Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6d.

A New Pocket Dictionary of
the German and English Zan-
GUAGES. Square iSmo, 2s. 6d.

Longman's Magazine. Published
Monthly. Price Sixpence.

Vols. 1-14, Svo. price 5^. each,

Longmans' New Atlas. Political
' and Physical. For the Use of Schools
and Private Persons. Consisting of 40
Quarto and 16 Octavo Maps and Dia-
grams, besides Insets and 16 Quarto, j
Plates of Views, &c. Engraved ' and
Lithographed by Edward Sta*{ford.

"

Edited by Geo. G. Chisholm, M.A.
B.Sc. Imp, 4to. or imp. Svo. 12s. 6d.
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James.— Jfefi Long White Moun-
tain; or, a Journey in Manchuria, with

an Account of the History, Administra-

tion, and Religion of that Province. By
H. E. James. With Illustrations and Map.
I vol. 8vo. 24J.

Jameson.— Works by Mrs. Jame-
son.

Legends of the Saints and Mar-
tyrs. With 19 Etchings and 187 Wood-
cuts. 2 vols. 2,1s. 6d.

Legends of the Madonna, the
Virgin Mary as represented in Sacred
and Legendary Art. With 27 Etchings
and 165 Woodcuts, i vol. 2,1s,

LegendsOF THE Monastic Orders.
With II Etchings and 88 Woodcuts.
I vol. 2IJ'.

History OF THE Saviour, His Types
and Preciirsors. Completed by Lady
Eastlake. With 13 Etchings and 281
Woodcuts. 2 vols. 42^. .

Jefferies.—Field and Hedgerow :

last Essays of Richard Jefferies.
Crown 8vo. ts.

Jenkin. —-Papers, Literary,
SciBATiFic, dfc. Bythelate Fleeming
Jenkin, F.R.S.S. L. & E. Edited by
Sidney Colvin, M.A. and J. A. Ewing,
F.R.S. With Memoir by Robert Louis
Stevenson. 2 vols. 8vo. 32J.

Jessop.— Works by George H.
Jessop.

Judge Lynch: a Tale of the Cali-

fornia Vineyards. Crown 8vo. ts.

Gerald Ffrench''s Friends. Cr.

8vo. (>s. A collection of Irish-American

character stories.

Johnson.—The Patentee's Man-
ual ; a Treatise on the Law and Practice

of Letters Patent. By J. Johnson and

J. H. Johnson. 8vo. \os. bd.

Johnston.—A General Diction-
ary OF Geography, Descriptive, Physi-

cal, Statistical, and Historical ; a com-
plete Gazetteer of the World. By Keith
Johnston. Medium 8vo. 42J.

Jordan. — Works by William
Leighton Jordan, .

F.R. G.S.

The Ocean: a Treatise on Ocean
Currents and Tides and their Causes.

8vo. 21/.

The New Principles of Natural
Philosophy: With 13 plates. 8vo. 21s.

The Winds : an Essay in Illustration

of the New Principles of Natural Philo-

sophy. Crown 8vo. 2s.

The Standard of Value. 8vo. 6.f.

Jukes.— Works byAndrewJukes.
The New Man and the Eternal

Life. • Crown 8vo. 6s.

The Types of Genesis. Crown
8vo. Js. 6d.

The Second Death and the Re-
stitution OF all Things. Crown 8vo.

3J. 6d.

The Mystery of the Kingdom.
Crown 8vo. zs. 6d.

The Names of God inHoly Scrip-
ture: a Revelation of His Nature and
Relationships. Crown 8vo. 4J. 6d.

Justinian.— The Institutes of
Justinian ; Latin Text, chiefly that of

Huschke, with English Introduction.

Translation, Notes, and Summary. By
Thomas C. Sandars, M.A. 8vo. i8j.

Kalisch. — Works by M. M.
Kalisch, M.A.

Bible Studies. Part I. The Pro-
phecies of Balaam. 8vo. \os. (>d. Part

II. The Book of Jonah. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Commentary on the Old Testa-
ment; with a New Translation. Vol.1.

Genesis, 8vo. iSs, or adapted for the

General Reader, 12s. Vol. II. Exodus,

l$s. or adapted for the General Reader,

I2s. Vol. III. Leviticus, Part I. 15^. or

adapted for the General Reader, Ss.

Vol. IV. Leviticus, Part II. iS-f- or

adapted for the General Reader, Ss.

Hebrew Grammar. With Exer-
cises. Part I. 8vo. I2s. 6d. Key, 5^.

Part II. 12s. 6d,

Kant.— WorksBY Immanuel Kant.
Critique of Practical Reason,
and other works on the Theory of-
Ethics. Translated by T. K. Abbott,

B.D. With Memoir and Portrait. 8vo.

12^. dd, I

Introduction to Logic, and his-

Essay on the Mistaken Subtilty
of the Four Figures. Translated by
T. K. Abbott. With Notes by S. T.
Coleridge. 8vo. 6s.

Kendall.— Works by May Ken-
dall.

From a Garret. Crown 8vo. 6s.

Dreams to Sell; Poems. Fcp.

8vo. 6s.

'Such is Life': a Novel. Crown
8vo. 6s.

Killick.— Handbook to Mill's
System of Logic. By the Rev. A. H.
Killick, M:A. Crown 8vo. 3^. 6d.

A4



14 Catalogue op General and Scientific Books

'M.a.cAonsXA.-^WoRKs BY George
Macdonald, LL.D.

Unspoken Sermons. First and
Second Series. Crown 8vo. 3j. 6d. each.

• Third Series. Crown 8vo. "js. bd.

The Miracles of Our Lord,
Crown 8vo. y. 6d.

. A Book of Strife, in the form
OP The Diary op an Old Soul:
Poems. l2nio. 6s,

Macfarren.— Works by Sir G. Ai
Macfarren.

Lectures on Harmony, delivered
at the Royal Institution. 8vo. lis.

Addresses and Lectures, delivered
at the Royal Academy of Music, &c.

Crown Svo. 6f. dd.

Madeod.— Works by Henry D.
Macleod, M.A.

The Elements of Banking.
Crown Svo. Jj.

The Theory and Practice of
Banking. Vol. I. Svo. i2j. Vol. II. 14J.

The Theory of Credit. 2 vols.-

Svo. Vol. I. Is. 6d.

[ yol. II. in the pi-ess.

McCulloch. — The Dictionary
OP Commerce and Commercial Navi-
gation of the late J. R. McCullqch,
of H.M. Stationery Office. Latest Edi-

tion, containing the most recent Statistical

Information by A. J. Wilson, i vol.

medium Svo. with 1 1 Maps and 30 Charts,

price 63J. cloth, or ^os. strongly lialf-

bound in russia.

McDougall.—Memoirs of Francis
Thomas McDougall, D.C.L. F.R.C.S.

sometime Bishop of Labuan and Sarawak,

and of, Harriette his Wife. By her

Brother, Charles John Bunyon. Svo.

14J.

Mademoiselle Mori: a Tale of
Modem Rome. By the Author of ' The
Atelier du Lys.' Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

Malmesbury.— Memoirs of an
Ex-Ministbr : an Autobiography. By
the Earl ofMalmesbury, G. C. B. Crown
Svo. Js. 6d.

Manuals of Catholic Philosophy
(Slonyhurst Series)

:

LoGi'c. By Richard F. Clarke, S.J.

Crown Svo. SJ-.

First Principles of Knowledge.
By John Rickaby, S.J. , Crown Svo. 5j.

Manuals of Catholic Philosophy
(Stonyhurst Series)—contimied.

Moral Philosophy {Ethics and
Natural La w). By Joseph Rickaby,
S.J. Crown Svo. 5^.

Natural Theology. By Bernard
BoEDDER, S.J. Crown Svo. 6s. 6d.

[Nearly ready.

Psychology. By Michael Maher,
S.J. Crown Svo. 6s. 6d. [Preparing.

General Metaphysics. By John
Rickaby, S.J. Crown Svo. ^s.

[Preparing.

Martin.

—

Navigation and Nauti-
cal Astronomy. Compiled by Staff-

Commander W. R. Martin, R.N.
Sanctioned for use in "the Royal Navy
by the Lords Commissioners of the Ad-
miralty. Royal Svo. iSj.

Martineau.— Works by James
Martineau, D.D.

Hours of Thought on Sacred
Things. Two Volumes of Sermons.
2 vols, crown Svo. "js. 6d. each.

EndeavoursAFTER the Christian
Life. Discourses, Crown Svo. "js. 6d.

The Seat of Authority in
Religion. Svo.

Matthews.— Works by Brander
Matthews.

Pen and Ink. Papers on Subjects.

of More or Less Importance. Cr, Svo. 5^.

A Family Tree ; and other Stories.

Crown Svo. 6s.

Maunder's Treasuries.

Biographical Treasury. Edited
by W. L. R. Cates. New Edition,

with Supplement brought down to 1SS9,

by Rev. Jas. Wood. Fcp. Svo. 6s.

. Treasury of Natural History;
or, Popular Dictionary of Zoology. Fcp.

Svo. with 900 Woodcuts, 6s,

Treasury OF Geography, physical,

Historical, Descriptive, and Political.

With 7 Mapsand 16 Plates. Fcp. Svo. fo.

Scientific and Literary Trea-
, sury. Fcp. Svo. 6s.

Historical Treasury: Outlines of

Universal History, Separate Histories of

all Nations. Revised by the Rev. Sir G.

W. Cox, Bart. M.A. Fcp. Svo. 6^. •

Treasury of Knowledge and
Library op Reference. Comprising

an English Dictionary and (Srammar,

Universal Gazetteer, Classical Dictionary,

Chronology, Law Dictionary, &c. Fcp.

Svo.
[Continued on next page.
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Longmore.— Works by Surgeon-
General Sir T. Longmore.

Gunshot IiryuRiEs ; their History,
Characteristic Features, Complications,
and General Treatment. With 58 Illus-

trations. 8vo. 3 1J. ()d.

The Illustrated Optical Man-
ual; or, Handbook of Instructions for
the Guidance of Surgeons in Testing
Quality and Range of Vision, and in

. Distinguishing and dealing with Optical
Defects in Geiieral. With 74 Drawings
and Diagrams. 8vo. 14^.

Loudon.— Works Hy T. C. Loudon,

Encyclopmdia of Gardening.
With r,ooo Woodcuts. 8vo. 21s.

Encyclopedia of Agriculture;
the Laying-out, Improvement, and
Management of Landed Property. ! With
1,100 Woodcuts. 8vo. 2ij.

Encyclopedia of Plants ; the
Specific Character, &c. of all Plants found
in Great Britain. With 12,000 Wood-
cuts. 8vo, 42J.

Lubbock.—The Origin of Civili-
zation and THE Primitive Condition
of Man. By Sir J. Lubbock, Bart.
M.P. With S Plates and 20 Illustrations

in the text. 8vo. i8s.

Lyall.—The Autobiography of a
Slander. By Edna Lyall, Author
of 'Donovan,' &c. Fcp. 8vo. is. sewed.

Lyra Germanica ; Hymns Trans-
lated from the German by Miss C.
WiNKWORTH. Fcp. 8V0. ^S.

Macaulay.— Works and Life of
Lord Macaulay.

History of England from the
Accession of Jambs the Second :

Popular Edition, 2 vols, crown 8vo. 5^.

Student's Edition, 2 vols, crown 8vo. 12s,

People's Edition, 4 vols, crown 8vo. 16^.

Cabinet Edition, 8 vols. post. 8vo. 48J.

Library Edition, 5 vols. 8vo. £4.

Critical and Historical Essays,
with Lays of Ancient Rome, in i

volume

:

Popular Edition, crown 8vo. 2s. dd.

Authorised Edition, crown 8yo. 2s. 6d. or

, y. 6d. gilt edges.

Critical and Historical Essays:
Student's Edition, i vol. crown 8vo. 6s,

People's Edition, 2 vols, crown 8vo. 8^.

Trevelyan Edition, 2 vols, crown 8vo. gs.

Cabinet Edition, 4 vols, post 3vo. 24s,

Library Edition, 3 vols. 8vo, 36J.

[Continued above.

Macaulayt—- Works and Life of
Lord Macaulay—continued.

Essays which may be had separ-
ately price (sd. each sewed, is. each cloth:

Addison and Walpole.
Frederick the Great.

Croker's Boswell's Johnson. :

Hallam's Constitutional History.
Warren Hastings. (3^. sewed, dd. cloth.)

The Earl of Chatham (Two Essays).
Ranke and Gladstone.

Milton and Machiavelli.

Lord Bacon. ,

Lord Clive.

Lord Byron, and The Comic Dramatists of
the Restoration.

The Essay on Warren Hastings annotated
by S. Hales, \s. bd.

The Essay on Lord Clive annotated by
H. Courthope Bowen, M.A. 2s. 6d,

Speeches :

People's Edition, crown 8vo. ^s, 6d,

Miscellaneous Writings:
People's Edition, I vol. crown 8vo. 4J. 6d,

Library Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. 21^.

Lays of Ancient Home, &'c.

Illustrated by G. Scharf, fcp. 4to. 10s. 6d.

^ Bijou Edition,

iSmo. 2s. 6d. gilt top.

Popular Edition,

fcp. 4to. 6d. sewed, is. cloth.

Illustrated by J. R. Weguelin, crown 8vo.

y. 6d. cloth extra, gilt edges.

Cabinet Edition; post 8vo. 3^. del.

Annotated Edition, fcp. Svo. is. sewed is.6d,

cloth.

Miscellaneous Writings and
Speeches :

Popular edition, I vol. crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

Student's Edition, in i vol. crown 8vo. 6s.

Cabinet Edition, including Indian Penal

Code, Lays of Ancient Rome, and Mis-

cellaneous Poems, 4 vols, post Svo. 24/.

Selections from the Writings
of Iadrd Macaulay. Edited, with Oc-
casional Notes, by the Right Hon. Sir

G. O. Trevelyan, Bart. Crown Svo. 6s,

Complete Works of Lord Mac-
aulay.

Library Edition, 8 vols. Svo. ^5. 5^-.

Cabinet Edition, 16 vols, post Svo. ;^4. 16s.

The Life and Letters of Lord
Macaulay. By the Right Hon. Sir

G. O. Trevelyan, Bart.

Popular Edition, 1 vol. crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

Student's Edition, i vol. crown Svo. 6s.

Cabinet Edition, 2 vols, post Svo. 12s,

Library Edition, 2 vols. Svo. 36j-.
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Miller.— Works bv W. Allen
Miller^ M.D. LL.D.

The Elements of Chemistry,
Theoretical and Practical. Re-edited,

with Additions, by H. Macleod, F.C.S.

3 vols. 8vo.

Vol. I. Chemical Physics, i6j.

Vol. II. Inorganic Chemistry, 24J.

Vol. III. Organic Chemistry, 31^. 6i.

An Introduction to the Study
OF Inorganic Chemistry. With 71
Woodcuts. Fcp. 8vo. 3J. td.

Mitchell.—A Manual of Prac-
tical Assaying. By John Mitchell,
F.C.S. Revised, with the Recent Dis-

coveries incorporated. By W. Crookes,
F.R.S. 8vo. Woodcuts, sis. bd.

Mitchell.—Dissolution and Evo-
. lutionand the Science of Medicine :

an Attempt to Co-ordinate the necessary

Facts of Pathology and to Establish the

First Principles of Treatment. By C.
PiTFiELD Mitchell. 8vo. 16s.

Molesworth. — Marrying and
Giving in Marriage: a Novel. By
Mrs. Molesworth. Fcp. 8vo. 25. 6d.

Mozley.-^TliE Word. By the Rev.
T. Mozley, Author of ' Reminiscences
of Oriel College and the Oxford Move-
ment. ' Crown 8vo. 'js. 6d.

Mulhall.—HisTORY OFPrices since
THE Year 1850. By Michael G.
MUHHALL. Crown 8vo. ds,

Murchison.— Works by Charles
MuRCHisoN, M.D. LL.D. S^c.

A Treatise on the Continued
Fevers of Great Britain. Revised
by W. Cayley, M.D. With numerous
Illustrations. -Svo. 25^.

Clinical Lectures on Diseases
OF THE Liver, Jaundice, and Abdom-
inal Dropsy. Revised by T. Lauder
Brunton, M. D. and SirJoseph Fayrer,
M.D. With 43 Illustration?. Svo. 24J.

Murdock.—The' Peconstruction
OF Europe : a Sketch of the Diplomatic
and Military History of Continental
Europe, from the Rise to the Fall of the

Second French Empire. By Henry
Murdock. Crown 8vo. gr.

Murray.—A Dangerous Catspaiv:
a Story. By David Christie Murray
and Henry Murray. Cr. Svo. 2s. 6d.

Murray.—Gobi or Shamo: a Story
of Three Songs. By G. G. A. Murray.
Crown Svo. bs.

Murray and Herman.— Wild
Darrie: a Story. ByCHRlSTlEMuRRAY
and HiiNRY Herman. Crown Svo. 6s.

Nelson.—LettersandDespatches
OFHoratio, ViscountNelson. Selected
and arranged byJohn Knox Laughton,
M.A. Svo. i6j.

Nesbit.— Works by E. Nesbit.
Lays and Legends^ Cr. Svo. 5^.

Leaves ofLife : Verses. Cr. Svo. 5^.

Newman.—On the Diseases of
the Kidney Amenable to Surgical
Treatment. By David Newman,
M.D. Svo. i6s.

Newman.— Works by Cardinal
Newman.

Apologia pro VitA SuA. Crown,
Svo. 6j.

The Idea ofA Universitydefined
AND illustrated. Crown Svo. "JS.

Historical Sketches. 3 vols.
crown Svo. 6s, each.

The Arians of the Fourth Cen-
tury. Grown Svo. 6s.

.Select Treatises of St. Athan-
ASius IN Controversy with the
Arians. Freely Translated. 2 vols.^

crown Svo. 15^.

Discussions and Arguments on
Various Subjects. Crown Svo. 6s.

AnEssA Y ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
Christian Doctrine. Crown Svo. 6s. -

Certain Difficulties felt by
Anglicans in Catholic Teaching
Considered. Vol. i, crown Svo. is. 6d.;

Vol. 2, crown Svo. ^s. 6d.

The Via Media of the Anglican
Church, illustrated in Lectures
&'C. 2 vols, crown Svo. 6s. each.

Essays, Critical and Historical.
2 vols, crown Svo. 12s.

EssA ys on Biblical and onEccle-
siastical Miracles. Crown Svo. 6s.

Ak Essay in Aid of a Grammar
.

OF Assent, "js. 6d.

Present Position of Ca tholics in
England. Crown Svo. 7^'. 6d.

Callista ;. a Tale of the Third Cen-
tury. Crown Svo. 6s.

The Dream of Gerontius. i6mo. '

6d. sewed, is. cloth.

Verses on Various Occasions.
Crown Svo., 6s.

Newnham.— Works by the Rev.
H. P. Newnham.

The All-Father : Sermons ,

, preached in a Village Church. With
Preface by Edna Lyall. Cr. Svo. 4J. 6d.

Thy Heart with My HMart:
Four Letters on the Holy Communion.
iSmo. 3(/. sewed ; 6d, cloth limp ; %d. cl.
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Maunder's Treasuries—con/mued.
The Treasury of Bible Know-

ledge. By the Rev. J, Ayre, M.A.
Witlv5 Maps,-' 15 Plates, and 300 Wood-
cuts, Fcp. 8vo. 6j.

The Treasury of Botany.
Edited by J. LmDl,EY, F.R.S. and
T. Moore, F.L.S. With 274 Woodcuts
and 20 Steel Plates. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. izs.

Max MUUer.— Works by F. Max
Mi/LLER, M.A.

Selected Essays on Language,
Mythology and Religion. 2 vols,

crown 8vo. 16s.

Lectures on the Science of Lan-
guage. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 16s.

Three Lectures on the Science
OF Language and its Place in
General Education, delivered at the

Oxford University Extension Meeting,
1889. Crown 8vo. 2s.

India, What Can it Teach Us?
A Course of Lectures delivered before the

University of Cambridge. 8vo. 12s. bd.

HiBBERT Lectures on the Origin
and Growth of Religion, as illus-

trated by the Religions of India. Crown
8vo. "js, 6d.

Introduction to the Science of
Religion: Four Lectures delivered at the

Royal Institution. Crown 8vo. yj. 6d.

Natural Religion. The Gifford
Lectures, delivered before the University

of Glasgow in 1888. Crown 8vo. loj. (sd.

The Science OF Thought. 8vo. 21^-.

Three IniroductoryLectures on
the Science of Thought. Svo. zs. 6d.

Biographies of Words, and the
Home of the Aryas. Crown Svo. '/s. 6d.

A Sanskrit Grammar for Be-
ginners. New and Abridged Edition.

By A. A. MacDonell. Crown 8vo. 6j.

May.—The Constitutional His-
tory OF England since the Acces-
sion OF George IIL. 1760- 1870. By
the Right Hon. Sir Thomas Erskine
May, K.C.B. 3 vols, crown Svo. its.

Meath.— Works by the Earl of
Meath (Lord Brabazon).

Social Arrows : Reprinted Articles

on various. Social Subjects. Cr. Svo. $s.

Prosperity or Pauperism 1 Phy-
sical, Industrial, and Technical Training.

(Edited by the Earl of Meath). Svo. y.

Melbourne. — The Melbourne
Papers: being a Selection from Docu-
ments in the possession of Earl Cowper,
K.G. Edited by Lloyd C. Sanders,
B.A. With Preface by Earl Cowper
I vol. Svo. iSj'.

Melville.—Novels by G.J. Whyte
Melville. Crown Svo. \s. each, boards

;

\s, 6d. each, cloth.

The Gladiators. Holmby House.
The Interpreter. Kate Coventry.

Good for Nothing. Digby Grand.
The Queen|s Maries General Bounce.

Mendelssohn.—The Letters of
Felix Mendelssohn. Translated by
Lady Wallace. 2 vols, crown Svo. loj.

Merivale,— Works by the Very
Rev. Charles Merivale, D.D.
Dean of Ely.

History of the Romans under
THE Empire. 8 vols, post Svo. 48^.

The Fall of the Roman Repub-
lic : a Short History of the Last Century
of the Commonwealth. l2mo. ^s. 6d.

General History of Rome from
B.C. 753 TO A.D. 476. Crown Svo. ^s. 6a.

The Roman Triumvirates. With
Maps. Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6d.

Meyer.—Modern Theories of
Chemistry. By Professor Lothar
Meyer. Translated, from the Fifth

Edition of the German, by P. Phillips
Bedson, D.Sc. (Lond.) B.Sc. (Vict.)

F.C.S. ; and W. Carleton Williams, .

B.Sc. (Vict.) F.C.S. Svo. (Sj.

Mill.—Analysis of the Pheno-
mena OF the Human Mind. By
James Mill. With Notes, Illustra-

tive and Critical. 2 vols. Svo. 28f.

Mill.— Works by John Stuart
Mill.

Principles of Political Economy.
,

Library Edition, 2 vols. Svo. 30J.

People's Edition, l vol. crown Svo. t,s.

A System of Logic, Ratiocinative
and Inductive. Crown Svo. 5^.

On Liberty. Crown Svo. \s. 4/i.

OnRepresentative Government.
Crown Svo. 2s,

Utilitarianism. Svo. 5X.

Examination of Sir William
Hamilton's Philosophy. 8vo. i6s.

Nature, the Utilityof Religion,
and Theism. Three Essays. Svo. 5^-,
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Proctor.— WorksBYR. A. Proctor.—continued.

Light Science for Leisure Hours;
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects.

3 vols, crown 8vo. 5^. each.

Chance and Luck; a Discussion of
the Laws of Luck, Coincidences, Wagers,
Lotteries, and the Fallacies of Gambling
&c. Crown 8vo. zs. boajcds ; 2s. 6(/. cloth.

Studies op Venus-Transits ; an
Investigation of the Circumstances of the
Transits of Venus in 1874 and 1882.

With 7 Diagrams and 10 Plates. 8vo. ^s.

How TO Play Whist: with the
Laws and Etiquette of Whist,
Crown 8vo. 3^. 6d.

Home Whist: an Easy Guide to
Correct Play. i6mo. is.

The Stars in their Seasons.
An Easy Guide to a Knowledge of the
Star Groups, in 12 Large Maps. Im-
perial 8vo. 5^.

Star Primer. Showing the Starry
Sky Week by Week, in 24 Hourly Maps.
Crown 4to. 2s. 6d.

The Seasons Pictured in 48 Sun-
ViBWs of the Earth, and 24 Zodiacal
Maps, &c. Demy 4to. 5^.

Strength and Happiness. With
9 IllUstratibns. Crown 8vo. 5^.

Strength: How to get Strong and
keep Strong, with Chapters on Rowing
and Swimming, Fat, Age, and the
Waist. With 9 Illustrations. Crown
8vo. 2s.

,

Rough Wa ysMade Smooth. Fami-
liar Essays on Scientific Subjects. Crown
8vo. Sj.

Our Place Among Lnfinities. A
Series of Essays contrasting our Little

Abode in Space and Time with the Infi-

nities Around us. Crojvn 8vo. 5^.

The Expanse OF Heaven. Essays
on the Wonders of the Firmament. Crown
8vo. <,s.

The Great Pyramid, Observa-
tory, Tomb, and Temple. With Illus-

trations. Crown 8vo. t,s.

PleasantWays in Science. Crown
8vo. 5^.

Myths and Marvels of Astro-
nomy. Crown 8vo. 5^.

Nature Studies. By Grant Allen,
A. Wilson, T. Foster, E. Clodd, and
R. A. I'ROCTOR. Crown 8vo. 5J.

Leisure Readings. By E. Clodd,
A.Wilson, T. Foster, A. C. Ranyard,
and R. A. Proctor. Crown 8vo. Sj.

Prothero.— The Pioneers and
Progress of English Farming. By
Rowland E. Prothero. Crown 8vo,

Pryce.— The Ancient British
Church: an Historical Essay. ByJohn
Pryce, M.A. Canon of Bangor. Crown'
8vo. 6s.

Quain's Elements of Anatomy.
The Ninth Edition. Re-edited by Allen
Thomson, M.D. LL.D. F.R.S.S". L. & E,
eWard Albert Schafer, F.R.S. and
George Dancer Thane. With up-
wards of 1,000 Illustrations engraved on
Wood, of which many are Coloured.
2 vols. 8yo. i8j-. each.

Quain.—A Dictionary of Medi-
cine. By Various Writers. Editedby R.
Quain, M.D. F.R.S. &c. With 138
Woodcuts. Medium 8vo. 3IJ. 6d. cloth,

or 40if. half-russia; to be had also in

2 vols. 34?. cloth.

Rawlinson.— The History
,
of

Phcenicia. By George Rawlinson,
M.A.'Canon of Canterbury, &c. With
numerous Illustrations. 8vo. 24?.

Reader.— Works by Emily E.
Reader.

Echoes of Thought: a Medley of
Verse. Fcp. 8vo. 5^. cloth, gilt top.

The Ghost of Brankinshaw and
other Tales. With 9 Full-page Illustra-

tions. Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6d. cloth extra, gilt

edges.

Voices from Flower-Land, in
Original Couplets. A Birthday-Book and
Language of Flowers. i6mo. is.6d. limp
cloth ; 2s. 6d. roan, gilt edges, or in vege-
table vellum, gilt top.

Fairy Prince Follow-my-Lead ;
or, the Magic Bracelet. Illustrated

by Wm. Reader. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.
gilt edges; or ss. 6d. vegetable vellum,
gilt edges.

Reeve. — Cookery and House-
keeping. By Mrs. Henry Reeve. With
8 Coloured Plates and 37 Woodcuts.
Crown Svo. ^s.

Rendle and Norman.—7^^ Inns
OF Old Southwark, and their Associ-
ations. By William Rendle, F.R.C.S.
Author of ' Old Southwark and its People,

'

and Philip Norman, F.S.A. With
numerous Illustrations. Royal 8vo. 2%s.

Reply (A) to Dr. Lightfoot's
Essays. By the Author of 'Super-
natural Religion.' i vol. 8vo. 6s.

Ribot.—ThePsychologyofAtten-
tion. By Th. R"ibot, Editor of the
Revue Philosophique. Crown Svo. 3J.
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Noble.—Hours witha Three-inch
Telescope. By Captain W. Noble.
With a Map of the Moon. Cr. 8yo. 4^. (>d.

Norris.—Mrs. Fenton: a Sketch.
By W. E. Norris. Crown %so.Jas.

Northcott.— Lathes and Turn-
ing, Simple, Mechanical, and Ornamen-
tal. By W. H. Northcott, With 338
Illustrations. 8vo. I&r. -

Oliphant.—Novels by Mrs. Oli-
PHANT.

Madam. Cr. 8vo. is. bds. ; if 6d. cl.

In Tr ust.—Cr. 8vo. \s. bds. ; i^. 6d. cl.

Lady Car : the .Sequel of a Life.

Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

Oliver. — Astronomy for Ama-
teurs : a Practical Manual of Telescopic

Research adapted to Moderate Instru-

ments. Edited by J. A. Westwood
Oliver. With several Illustrations.

Crown 8vo. 'js. 6d.

Owen.—A Manual or Anatomy
FOA. Senior Students. By Edmund
Owen, M.B. F.R.C.S. With numerous
Illustrations. Crown 8vo,

Owen.— The Comparative Ana-
tomy AND Physiology op the
Vertebrate Animals. By Sir

Richard Owei*, K;.C.B. &c. With 1,4^2
Wopdcuts. 3 vols. 8vo. £^. I'y. 6d.

Paget.— Works by Sir James
Facet, Fart. F.F.S. D.C.L. is'c.

Clinical Lectures and Essays.
: Edited by F.' Howard Marsh. 8vo. 15^.

Lectures on Surgical Fatho-
LOGY. Svo. with 131 Woodcuts, 2IJ.

Pasteur.—Louis Pasteur, his Life

and Labours. By his Son-in-Law.
Translated from the French by Lady
Claud Hamilton. Crown 8vo. is. dd.

Payen.—Industrial Chemistry ;

a Manual for Manufacturers and for Col-

leges or Technical Schools ; a Translation

, of Payen's .'Precis de Chimie Indus-

trielle.' Edited by B. H. Paul. With
, ^ 698 Woodcuts. Medium Svo. 42^.

Payn.—Novels by James Fayn.
TheLuckoftheDarrells. Crown

8vo. IJ-. boards; \s. 6d. cloth.

Thicker than Wa ter. Crown Svo.

IS. boards ; is. 6d. cloth.

Pears.^THE Fall, of Constanti-
nople : heix^g the Story of the Fourth

Crusade. By Edwin Pears. Svo. i6s.

Pennell.—Our SentimentalJour-
ney THROUGH France and Italy.
By Joseph and Elizabeth Robins
Pennell. With a Map and 120 Illus-

trations by Joseph Pennell. Cr. Svo. (>s.

Perring.— Works by Sir Fhilip
Perring, Bart.

Hard Knots in Shakespeare.
8vo. Is. td.

The ' Works and Days ' of Moses.
Crown Svo. 3^. 6d.

Pole.—The Theory of' the Mo-
dern Scientific Game of Whist.
By W. Pole, F.R.S. Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6d,

Pollock.—A Nine Men's Morrice :

Stories Collected and Re-collected. By
Walter Herries Pollock. Crown
Svo. 6s.

Porter.—TheHistoryofthe Corps
OF ROyal Engineers. By Major-

General Whitworth Porter, R.E.
2 vols. Svo. 36J.

Prendergast.—/if-Ez^ivi>, from the
Restoration to the Revolution, 1660-

1690. By John P. Prendergast. Svo. Ss.

Proctor.— Works byR.A. Proctor.

Old and New Astronomy. 12
Parts, 2J-. 6</. each. Supplementary Sec-

tion, IS. Complete in i vol. 4to. 36^!

[/« course ofpublication.

The Orbs Around Us ; a Series of
Essays on the Moon and Planets, Meteors
and Comets. With Chart and Diagrams,

crown Svo, S-f,

Other Worlds than Ours; The
Plurality of Worlds Studied under the

Light of Recent Scientific Researches.

With 14 Illustrations, crovm Svo. Sf.

The Moon; her Motions, Aspects,
Scenery^ and Physical Condition, With
Plates, Charts, Woodcuts, &c. Cr. Svo. Ss,

Universe of Stars; Presenting
Researches into and New Views respect-

ing the Constitution of the Heavens.

With 22 Charts and 22 Diagrani's, Svo.

10s. 6d.

Larger Star Atlas for the Library,

in 12 Circular Maps, with Introduction

and 2 Index Pages. Folio, 15^. or Maps
only, izs. 6d.

The Student's Atlas. In Twelve
Circular Maps on a Uniform Projection

and one Scale, with Two Index Maps.
With a letterpress Introduction illustrated

by several cuts. Svo. Sj.

New Star Atlas for the Library,

the School, and the Observatory, in 12

Circular Maps. Crovm Svo. 5j.

\Coittinued oiinext page.
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Slingo and '&':oq\lsx.—Electrical
Engineering for Electric Light
Artisans and Students^ By W.
Slingo and A. Brooker. With 307
Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Smith, Gregory.—Fra Angslico,
,

and other Short Poems. By Gregory
Smith. Crown 8vo. 4^. 6ii.

Smith, H. F.—TffB Handbook for
Midwives. By Henry Fly Smith,
M.B. Oxon. M.R.C.S. With 41 Wood-
cuts. Crown 8vo. Jj.

Smith, J. Yi.—THE White Um-
brella IN' Mexico. With numerous
Illustrations, By J. HoPKINSdN Smith.
Fcp. 8vo. 6i. dd.

Smith, R. Bosworth. — Car-
thage AND THE CARTHAGINIANS. By
R. BoS/WORTH Smith, M.A, Maps,
Plaiis, &c. Crown 8vo. 6s. ,

Smith, R. ii.-^GRAPHics ; or, The
Art of Calculation by Drawing Lines,

applied to Mathematics, Theoretical Me-
chanics, and Engineering, including ' the

, Kinetics and Dynamics of Machinery,

&c.' By Robert H. Smith.
Part I. Text, with separate Atlas of

Plates, 8vo. 15^.

Smith, T.—A Manual of Opera-
tive Surgery on the bsAD Body,
By Thomas Smith, Surgeon to St.

' Bartholomew's Hospital. A New Edi-

tion, re-edited by W. J. Walsham,.
With 46 Illustrations. 8vo. 12s.

Southey.—The Poetical Works
OF Robert Southey, with the Author's

' last Corrections and Additions. Medium
8vo. with Portrait, I4r.

Stanley. -^ .<4 Familiar History
OF Birds. By E. Stanley, D.D.
Revised and enlarged, with 160 Wood-
cuts. Crown 8vo. 3^. 6ci.

Steel.— Works by J. H, Steel,
M.R.C.V.S.

,A Treatise ON the Diseases of
the Dog; being a Manual of Canine
Pathology. Especially adapted for the

Use of Veterinary Practitioners and
Students. With 88 Illustrations. 8vo.

los. 6d.

A Treatise on the Diseases
of THE Ox; being a Manual of Bovine
Pathology specially adapted for the use

- of Veterinary, Practitioners and Students.

With 2 Plates and 117 Woodcuts. 8vo.

iS^.

A Treatise on Diseases of the
iSheep : hemg •& Manual of Ovine Pa-

thology- for the use of Veterinary Prac-

titioners and Students. Illustrated. 8vo.

Stephen. —-S^s^KS in Ecclesias-
tical Biography. By the Right Hon,
Sir J. Stephen, LL.D, Crown 8vo.

"js. 6d.

Stevenson.— Works by Robert
Lovis Stevenson.

A Child's Garden of Verse:s,
Small fcp. 8vo. Sj.

'

The Dynamiter. Fcp. 8vo. is. swd.
IS, 6d. cloth.

Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde. Fcp. 8vo. is. sewed ; is, dd.

cloth.

Stevenson and Osbourne.— :7'^^

Wrong Box. By Robert Louis
Stevenson and Lloyd Osbo,urne.
Crown 8vo. '^s.

Stocyi. -^ Deductive Logic. By
St. George Stock. Fcp. 8vo. 3^. 6a?.

Stockton. — The Great War
Syndicate. By Frank R. Stockton,
Author of ' Rudder Grange.' Fcp. 8vo.

IS. sewed.

' Stonehenge.' -^ The Dog in
Health and Disease. :py 'Stone- .

henge.' With 84 Wood Engravings.

Square crown 8vo. 'js. 6d.

Stoney. — The, Theory of the
Stresses on Girders and Similar
Structures, With Practical Observa-

tions on the Strength and other Properties

of Materials. By Bindon B. Stoney,
LL.D..F.R.S. M.I.C.E. With 5 Plates

and 143 Illustrations. Royal 8vo. 36s.

Sully.— Works by JaMes Sully.
Outlines of Psychology, with

Special Reference to the Theory of Edu-
cation. 8vo. izs. 6d.

The Teacher's Handbook of.
Psychology, on the Basis of ' OutUnes
of Psychology.' Crown 8vo. 6s. 6d,

Sumner.—The ^esomMaker, and
other CouttTRYFolk Songs. Collected

and Illustrated by Heywood, Sumner.
With Music. 4to. 2s. 6d. boards.

Supernatural Religion ; an In-
quiry into the Reality of Divine Reve-
lation. Complete I Edition, thoroughly

revised. 3 vols. 8vo., 36^.

Swinburne.— Picture Logic; an
Attempt to Popularise the Science ol

Reasoning. By A. J. Swinburne, B.A.
Post 8vo. 5^.

Tangena Tree (The) : a True Story
from Madagascar. By Agnes Marion.
Crown 8vo. is.
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Rich.—A Dictionary of Roman
AND Greek Antiquities. With 2,000
Woodcuts. By A. Rich, B.A. Cr. 8vo.

7^. dd.

Richardson.— WorksbyBenjamin
Ward Richardson, M.D.

The Commonhealth : a Series of
Essays on Health and Felicity for Every-
Day Readers. Crown 8vo. bs.

The Son of a Star : a Romance of
the Second Century. Crown 8vo. 6j.

Riley.—Athos; or, the Mountain of
the Monks. By Athelstan Riley,
M.A. F.R.G.S. With Map and 29
Illustrations. 8vo. 21s.

•Riley. — Old -Fashioned Roses.
Verses and Sonnets. By J. W. Riley.
Fcp. 8vo. 5J-.

Rivers.— Works byThomas Rivers,
The Orchard-House. With 25

Woodcuts. Crown 8vo. 5J.

The Miniature Fruit Garden ;
or, the Culture of Pyramidal and Bush
Fruit Trees, with Instructions for Root
Truning. With 32 Illustrations. Fcp.

Roberts.— Greek the Language
OF Christ and His Apostles. By
Alexander Roberts, D.D. 8vo. i8j.

Robinson.— The New Arcadia,
and other Poems. By A. Mary F.
Robinson. Crown 8vo. 6s.

Roget.— Thesaurus of English
Words and Phrases, Classified and
Arranged so as to facilitate the Expression
of Ideas and assist in Literary Cota-
position. By Peter M. Roget. Crown
8vo. 10s. 6d.

Ronalds. — The Fly-Fisher^

s

Entomology. By Alfred Ronalds.
With 20 Coloured Plates. 8vo. I4f.

Russell.—A Life of Lord John
Russell {Earl Russell, K.G.). By
Spencer Walpole, Author of ' A
History of England from 1815.' With
2 Portraits. 2 vols. 8vo. 36J.

Schafer. — The Essentials of
Histology, Descriptive and Practi-
cal. For the use of Students. By E.

A. Schafer, F.R.S. With 281 Illus-

trations. 8vo. ()s. or Interleaved with

Drawing Paper, 8j. bd.

Schellen. — Spectrum Analysis
IN ITS Application to Terrestrial
Substances, and the Physical Constitu-

tion of the Heavenly Bodies. By Er.
H. Schellen. Translated by Jane and
Caroline Lassell. Edited by Capt.
W. De W. Abney. With 14 Plates

(including Angstrom's and Comu's Maps)
and 291 Woodcuts. 8vo. 3IJ. dd.

Scott.— Weather Charts and^
Storm Warmngs. By Robert H.
Scott, M.A. F.R.S. With numerous
Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 6s.

Seebohm.— Works by Frederic
Seebohm. '

The Oxford Reformers—John
CoLET, Erasmus, and Thomas More;
a History of their Fellow-Work. 8vp. 14J.

The English Village Community
Examined in its Relations to the Manorial
and Tribal Systems, &c, 13 Maps and
Plates. 8vo. 16s.

TheEra of theProtestantRevo-
lution. With Map, Fcp. 8vo. 2J. 6d.

Sennett. — The Marine Steam-
engine ; a Treatise for the use of Engi-
neering Students and Officers of the
Royal Navy. By Richard Sennett,
Engineer-in-Chief of the Royal Navy,
With 244 Illustrations. 8vo. 21J.

Sewell. — Stories and Tales.
By Elizabeth M. Sewell. Crown 8vo.

IS. 6d. each, cloth plain; 2s.6d. each,

cloth extra, gilt edges :

—

Margaret Percival.

Laneton Parsonage,

Ursula.

Gertrude,

.

Ivors,

Amy Herbert.

The Earl's Daughter.
The Experience of Life.

A Glimpse of the Woirld.

Cleve Hall.

Katharine Ashton.

Shakespeare. — Bowdler's Fa-
mily Shakespeare. Genuine Edition,

in I vol. medium 8vo. large type, with

36 Woodcuts, I4f. or in 6 vols. fcp. 8vo.

2 If.

Outlines of the Life of Shake-
speare. By J. O. Halliwell-Phil-
Lipps, F.R.S. 2 vols. Royal 8vo.

£\. IS.

Shakespeare's
James Walter.
Imp. 8vo. 2ls,

Short.—Sketch of the History
OF the Church of England to thb
Revolution op 1688. By T. V. Short

,

D.D. Crown 8vo. "js. 6d.

True Life. By
With 500 Illustrations.
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Walker. — The Correct Card ;

Of, How to Play at Whist ; a Whist
Catechism. By Major A. Campbell-
Walker, F.R.G.S. Fcp. 8vQ. 2s. bd.

Walpole.—History of England
FROM THE Conclusion of the Great
War in 1815. By Spencer Walpole.
5 vols. 8vo. Vols. I. and II. 1815-1832,
36J. ; Vol. III. 1832-1841, i8i.; Vols. IV.
and V. 1841-1858, 2,6s.

Waters.— Parish Registers in
England: their History and Contents.

By Robert E. Chester Waters, B.A.
8.VO. Sj.

Watts' Dictionary of Chemistry.
Revised and entirely Re-written by H.
Forster Morley, M.A. D.Sc. ; and
M. M. Pattison Muir, M.A. F.R.S.E,
Assisted by Eminent Contributors. To
be published in 4 vols. 8vo. Vols. I. & II.

A—Indigo. 4ZJ. each.

Webb.—Celestial OsyECTs for
COMMON Telescopes. By the Rev.

T. W. Webb. Crown 8vo. gj.

Wellington.—Life of the Dvke
OP Wellington. By the R^v. G. R.
Gleig, M.A. Crown 8vo. (>s,

. Wendt. — Papers on Maritime
Legislation, with a Translation of the,

German Mercantile Laws relating to

Maritime Commerce. By Ernest Emil
Wendt, D.C.L. Royal 8vo. ;fi. ii^. 6^;

West.— Works by Charles West,
M.D. dr=f.

Lectures on the Diseases of Ln-
fancy and Childhood. 8vo. 18^.

The Mother's Manual of Chil-
dren's Diseases. Crown 8vo. 2j. 6d.

Whately. — IVorks by E. Jane
WhatELY.

English Synonyms. Edited by R.
Whately, D.D. Fcp. 8vo. 3^.

Life and Correspondence of
Richard Whately, D.D., late' Arch-
bishop of Dublin. With Portrait. Crown
8vo. \0s. 6d.

Whately.— Works by P. Whately,
D.D.

Elements of Logic. Cr. 8vo. 4^^. (>d.

Elements of Rhetoric. Crown
8vo. 4J. 6d.

Lessons on Reasoning. Fcp. 8vo.
IS. 6d.

Bacon's Essays, with Ahnotations.
Svo. 10^. (td.

Wilcocks.—The Sea Fisherman.
Comprising the Chief \Methods of Hook
and Line Fishing in the British and other

Seas, and Remarks on Nets, Boats, and
Boating. By J. C. Wilcocks. Pro-

fusely Illustrated, Crown 8vo. 6j.

Wilks.—Lectures on Patholog-
ical Anatomy.^ By Samuel Wilks,
M.D. F.R.S. and the late Waxter
MoxON, M.D. F.R.C.P. Third Edi-

tion, thoroughly Revised, By Samuel
Wilks, M.D. LL.D. F.R.S. 8vo. i8j.

Williams.—Pulmonary- Consump^
TION ; . its Etiologyj Pathology, and
Treatment. By C. J, B. Williams, M.D.
and Charles Theodore Williams,
M.A. M.D. Oxon. With 4 Coloured
Plates and 10 Woodcuts. Svo. i6j.

Williams.— Manual of Tele-
graphy. By W. Williams, Superin-

tendent of Indian Government Telegraphs. .

Illustrated by 93 Engravings. Svo. ioj.6i/.

Williams.—The Land of My
Fathers : a Story of Life in Wales. By
T. Marchant Williams. Cr. Svo. zs.td.

WilHch. ;— Popular Tables for

giving Information for ascertaining the

value of Lifehold, Leasehold, and Church
Property, the Public Funds, &c. By
Charles M. Willich. Edited by
H. Bence Jones. Crown Svo. 10s. 6d.

Willoughby.—East Africa and
ITS Big Game. The Narrative of a
Sporting Trip from Zanzibar to the

Borders of the Masai. By Capt. Sir

John C. Willoughby, Bart. Royal
Horse Guards. With Postscript by Sir

Robert G. Harvey, Bart. Illustrated

by G. D. Giles and Mrs. Gordon Hake.
Those of the latter from Photographs
taken by the Author. Royal Svo. 2is.

Wilson.—A Manual of Health-
Science. Adapted for Use in Schools,

By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. F.L.S.

&c. With 74 Illustrations. Crown 8vo.

2s. 6d.

"Witt.— Works by Prof. Witt.
Translated by Frances Younghusband.

The Trojan War. Crown Svo. 2s.

Myths of Hellas; or, Greek Tales.

Crown Svo, 3^, (>d.

The Wanderings of Ulysses.
Crown Svo. 3^. (>d.
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Thompson.—Works by £>. Green-
leaf Thompson.

The Problem of Evil : an Intro-

duction to the Practical Sciences. 8vo.

los. 6d.

A System of Psychology. 2 vols.

,8vo, 36J.

The Religious Sentiments of the
Human Mind. 8vo. 7^'. bd.

Social Progress; an Essay. 8vo.
•js. 6d.

Thorpe.—A Dictionar y^ofApplied
Chemistry. By T. E. Thorpe, B.Sc.
(Vict. ) Ph. D. F. R. S. Assisted by Emi-
nent Contributors. 3 vols. £2. 2s. each.

1 [ Vol. I. now ready. -

Three in Norway. By Two of
Them. With a Map and 59 Illustra-

tions froin Sketches by" the Authors. Cr.
8vo. zj. boards; zs. 6d. cloth.

Times and Days: being Essays in
Roinance and History. Fcp. 8vo. sj.

Tomson.— The Bird Bride : a
Volume, of Ballads and Sonnets. By
Graham R. Tomson. Fcp. 8vo. 6j-.

Trevelyan.— Works by the Right
Hon.SirG.O.Trevelyan,Bart.

The Life and Letters of Lord
Macaulay.
Popular Edition, i vol. crown 8vo,
, 2s. 6d.

Student's Edition, i vol. cr. 8vo. 6s.

Cabinet Edition, 2 vols. cr. 8vo. 12s.

Library Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. 36^.

The JEarly History of Charles
' Jambs Fox. Libraiy Edition, 8vo. \%s.

Cabinet Edition, crown 8vo. i>s.

Trollope.^iVoKBZ5' by Anthony
Trollops.

The Warden. Crown 8vo. xs. boards;
is. 6d. cloth.

Barchester Towers. Crown 8vo.
\s. boards ; is. 6d. cloth.

Tuttle.^IfisTORYOFPrussia under
Frederic the Great, 1740-1756. By
Herbert Tuttle, With 2 Maps. 2

vols, crown 8vo. iSs.

Twells.—Colloquies on Preach-
ing. By the Rev. H. Twells, M.A.
Crown 8vo. S^f.

Tyndall.— WorksbyJohnTyndall.
Fragments of Science. 2 vols.

crown 8vo. lbs.

HEATAM0DEOFM0TI0N.Q,r.%y0.\2S.
Sound. With 204 Woodcuts.

Crown 8v0. lor. 6(/.

[Continued above.

Tyndall.— WorksbyJohnTyndall,
Continued. - '

Researches on Djamagnetism
AND MaGNE-CRYSTALLIC ACTION.
With 8 Plates and numerous Illustrations.

Crown Svo. I2.f.

Essays on the Floating-Matter
OF the Air in relation to Putrefaction

and Infection. With 24 Woodcuts..
Crown 8vo. Ts. 6d.

Lectures on Light, delivere(i in
America in 1872 and 1873. With 57
Diagrams. Crown 8vo. ^s.

'

Lessons in Electricity at the
Royal Institution, 1875-76. With
58 Woodcuts. Crown 8vo. zs. 6d.

Notes of a Course of Seven
Lectures on Electrical Pheno-
mena AND Theories, delivered at the

Royal Institution. Crown 8vo. \s. sewed,
xs. (id. cloth.

Notes of a Course of Nine Lec-
tures ON Light, delivered at the Royal
Institiftion. Crown 8vo. xs, sewed, is. 6d,

cloth. '

Faraday as a Discoverer. Fcp.
8vo. 3^-. 6d.

Unwiri.—The Testing of Mate-
rials OF Construction : a Text-Book
for the Engineering Laboratory. By W.
Cawthorne Unwin, F.R.S. With 5
Plates and 141 Woodcuts. Svo. 2ij.

ViS^o\&S.—The Life op C. B. Vig-
NOLES, F.R.S. Soldier and Civil

Engineer. Compiled from Original

Diaries, Letters, and Documents by his

Son, OLINTHUS J. VlGNOLES, M.A.
With, several Original Illustrations and
Portraits. Svo. i6j.

Vill.e.^CiV Artificial Manures,
their Chemical Selection and Scientific

Application to Agriculture. By Georges
ViLLE. Translated and edited by W.
Crookes. With 31 Plates. Svo. zis.

Virgil.—PuBLi Vergili Maronis
BucoLiCA, Georgica, Mnbis ; the

Works of Virgil, Latin Text, with

English Commentary and Index. By
B. H. Kennedy, D.D. Cr. Svo. los.iid.

The y£NEiD of Virgil. Translated
into English Verse. By John Coning-
ton, M.A. Crown Svo, 6s.

The Poems of Virgil. Translated
into English Prose. By John Consng-
ton, M.A. Crown Svo. 6s.
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EPOCHS OF ANCIENT HISTORV.
Edited by the Rev. Sir G. W. Cox, Bart. M.A. and by.C. Sankey, M.A. io volumes,

^ fcp. 8vo. with Maps, price 2s. 6d, each.

ByThe Gracchi, Marius, and Sulla.
A. H. Beesly, M.A. With 2 Maps.

The Early Roman Empire. From the

Assassination of Julius Caesar to the Assassination,

of Domitian. By the Rev. W. Wolfe Capes, M.A.
With' 2 Maps.

The Roman Empire of the Second Cen-
tury^ or the Age of the Anionines. By the Rev.

' W. Wolfe Capiis, M.A. With 2 Maps.'

The Athenian Empire from the Flight
of Xerxes to the Fall of Athens. By the Rev.
Sir G. W. Cox, Bart. M.A. With 5 Maps.

' The- Rise of the Macedonian Empire.
By Arthur M. Curteis, M.A. With 8 Maps.

The Greeks and the Persians. By the
Rev. Sir G. W. Cox, liart. M.A. With 4 Maps.

Rome to its Capture by the Gauls.
By WiLHELM Ihne. With a Map.

The Roman Triumvirates. By the Very_
Rev. Charles Merivale, D.D. Dean of Ely
With a Map.

The Spartan and Theban Supremacies.
By Charles Sankey, M.A. With 5 Maps.

Rome and Carthage, the Punic Wars.
By R. BoswoRTH Smith, M.A. With 9 Maps
and Plans.

EPOCHS OF MODERN HISTORY.
Edited by C. Colbeck, M.A. 19 volumes.

The Beginning of the Middle Ages.
By the Very Rev. Richard William Church,
M.A. &c. Dean of St. Paul's. With 3 Maps.

The Normans in- Europe. By Rev. A.
H. Johnson, M.A. WithsiMaps.

The Crusades. By the Rev. Sir G. W.
' Cox, Bart. M..\. With a Map.

The Early Plantagenets. By the
' Right Rev. W. Stubbs, D.D. Bishop of Oxford.

With 2 Mkps.

Edward the Third. By the Rev. W.
Warburton, M.A. With 3 Maps.

The Houses of Lancaster and York:;

with the Conquest and Loss of France. By
James Gairdner. With 5 Maps.

Ti0 Early Tudors. By the Rev. C. E.

IVfoBEELY.M.A.

The Era of the Protestant Revolu-
tion. By F. Seebohm. With 4 Mafs.

The Age of Elizabeth. By the Rev. M.
Creighton, M.A. LL.D. With; Maps.

fcp. Svo. with Maps, price 2s. dd. each.

The First Two Stuarts and the Puri-
tan Revolution, 1603-1660. By Samuel Rawson
Gardiner. With 4 Maps. ,

The Thirty Years' War, 1618-1648. By
Samuel Rawson Gardiner. , With a Map.

The English Restoration and Loufs
XIV. 1648-1678. By Osmund Airy.

The Fall of THE Stuarts ; and Western
Europe front 1678 to 1697. By the Rev. Edward
Hale,,M.A. With 11 Maps and Plans.

The Age of Anne. By E. E. Morris,
M.A. With 7 Maps and Flans.

The ' Early Hanoverians. By E. E.
Morris, M.A. "With g Maps and Plans.

Frederick the Great and the Seven
Years' War. By F. W. Longman. With 2 Maps.

The War of American Independence,
1775-1783. By J. M. I4UDL0W. With 4 Maps.

The French Revolution, 1789-1795. By
Mrs. S. R. Gardiner. With 7 Maps.

The Epoch of .Reform, 1830-1850. By
Justin McCarthy, M P.

EPOCHS OF CHURCH HISTORY
. Edited by the Rev. Mandell Creighton.

The English Church in other Lands.
By the Rev. H. W. Tucicer.

The History of the Reformation in
England. By the Rev. George G. Perky.

The Church of the Early Fathers.
By Alfred Plummek, D.D.

The Evangelical Revival in the
Eighteenth Century. By the Rev. J. H. Ovek-

A History of the University of Oxford.
.

By the Hon. G. C. Brodrick, D.CL.

A History of the University of Cam-
hridge. By J. Bass Mullinger, M.A.

The English Church in the Middle
Ages. By Rev. W. Hunt, M.A.

The Arian Controversy. By, H. M.
' Gwatkin, M.A.

16 volumes, fop. Svo. price 2s. 6d. each.

The Counter-Reformation. By A. W.
Ward.

The Church and the Roman Empire.
By the Rev. A. Caer.

The Church and the Puritans, 1570-
j66o. By Henry Offley Wakeman.

The Church and the Eastern Empire.
By the Rev. H. F. Tozee.

Hildebrand and His Times, By the

Rev. W. R. W. Stephens.

The Popes and the Hohenstaufen.
By Ugo Balzani.

The German Reformation. By Prof.
Mandell Creighton.

Wycliffb and Early Movements for
Reform. By R. Lane Poole.

Spottiswoode & Co. Printers, New-street Square, London. ';
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Wood.— Works by Rev. J. G.
Wood. •

Homes Without Hands ; a De-
scription of the Habitations of Animals,

classed according to the Principle of Con-
struction. With 140 Illustrations, 8vo.

10J-. ()a.

Insects at Home ; a Popular
Account of British Insects, their Struc-

ture, Habits, and Transformations. With
700 Illustrations. 8vo. los. bd.

Insects Abroad; a Popular Account
of Foreign Insects, their Structure,

Habits, and Transformations. With
600 Illustrations. 8vo. loj'. bd.

Bible Animals; a Description of
every Living Creature mentioned in the

Scriptures. With 1 12 Illustrations. 8vo.

los. 6d.

Strange Dwellings ; a Description
of the Habitations of Animals, abridged

from ' Homes without Hands. ' With
60 Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 3^. 6d.,

Out Of Doors ; a Selection of
Original Articles on Practical Natural

History. With II Illustrations. Crown
8vo. zs. 6d.

Petland Revisited. With 33
Illustrations. Crovra 8vo. 3^. bd.

The following books are extracted from the

foregoing works by the Rev. J. G. Wood :

Social Habitationsand Parasitic
Nests. With 18 Illustrations. Crown
8vo. 2s. cloth extra, gilt edges.

The Branch Builders. With 28
Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 2J. (>d. cloth

extra, gilt edges.

Wild Animals of the Bible.
With 29 Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 3^. td.

cloth extra, gilt edges.

Domestic Animals of the Bible.
With 23 Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 3^. (>d.

cloth extra, gilt edges.

Bird-Life of the Bible. With 32
Illustrations. Crown 8vo. y. 6d. cloth

extra, gilt edges.

Wonderful Nests. With 30 Illus-

trations. Crown 8vo. 3J. 6d. cloth extra,

gilt edges.

Homes Under the Ground. With
28 Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 3j. 6d. cloth

extra, gilt edges.

Wright.

—

Hip Disease in Child-
hood, with Special Reference to its Treat-

ment by Excision. By G. A. Wright,
B.A. M.B.Oxon. F.R.C.S.Eng. With
48 Original Woodcuts. 8vo. los. 6d.

Wylie. — History of England
UNDER Henry the Fourth. By James
Hamilton Wylie, M.A. one of Her
Majesty's Inspectors of Schools. (2 vols.

)

Vol. I, crown 8vo. lo^. 6d.

Youatt. — Works by William
Youatt.

The Horse. Revised and -enlarged
by W. Watson, M.R.C.V.S. 8vo.

Woodcuts, ^s. 6d.

The Dog. Revised and enlarged.
8vo. Woodcuts. (>s.

Younghusband. — Works by
Frances Younghusband.

The Story of Our Lord, told
IN Simple Language for Children.
With 25 Illustrations on Wood from
Pictures by the Old Masters, and
numerous Ornamental Borders, Initial

Letters, &c. from Longmans' Illustrated

New Testament. Crown 8vo. 2s. dd.

The Story of Genesis. Crown 8vo,

2J. ()d.

Zeller. — Works by Dr. E.
Zbller.

History OF Eclecticism in Greek
Philosophy. Translated by Sarah
F. Alleyne. Crown 8vo. tos. dd.

The Stoics, Epicureans, and
Sceptics. Translated by the Rev. O.

J. Reichel,"M.A. Crown 8vo. 15^,

Socrates and the Socratic
Schools. , Translated by the Rev. O. J.
Reichel, M.A. Crown 8vo. lar. 6d.

Plato and the Older Academy.
Translated by Sarah F. Alleyne anJ .

Alfred Goodwin, B.A. Crown 8vo.

i8j.

The Pre-Socratic Schools : a His-
tory of Greek Philosophy from the Earliest

Period to the time of Socrates. Trans-
lated by Sarah F. Alleyne. 2 vols,

crown 8vo. 30J.

Outlines of the History op
Greek Philosophy. Translated by
Sarah F. Alleyne and Evelyn
Abbott. Crown 8vo. 10s. 6d.
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Thb Gracchi, Marius, and Sulla. By
A. H. Beesly, M.A. With 2 Maps.

Th6 Early Roman Empire. From the

Assassination of Julius Csesar to tlie Assassinatipa

of Dqmitian. By tlie Rev. W.Wolfe Capes, M.A.
With 2 Maps.

Thr Roman Empire of the Second Cen-
tnry^ or the Age 0/ the Antanines. By the Rev.
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