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II INTRODUCTION.

gone astray, and in 1877 was purchased by the British Museum
authorities from the Rev. R. Brooke. How it came into the
latter’s possession is best explained by the following note let
into a fly-leaf of the manuscript, and written (presumably) by
the reverend gentleman himself :—

“This MS. was given to the Rev® M Brooke ab' 25 years
ago by C. W. Hick, Esq™ his Brother-in-Law, for many years
Swordbearer’ to the Lord Mayors and well known in the
City. M® Hick had bought it as a relic of the G* Fire,* and
always understood the other part was in the B. Museum, but as
it is not, some other Museum may have been mentioned. The
card of explanation which was given with the MS. has been
mislaid, and tho’ diligently sought for has not been found.”

This is not the place for a detailed account of the rights and
privileges attaching to the freedom of the City of London or of
the system-of apprenticeship that prevailed in the City in the
Middle Ages. Nevertheless, it may be well to remind the
reader that the rights of citizenship might be acquired by one
of three ways, viz., (1) by birth, otherwise patrimony; (2) by
apprenticeship or servitude; or (3) by payment of a sum of
money, otherwise known as redemption.’

The freedom of the City of London was no empty honour.
‘Without it a man was not at liberty to open a shop, to traffic by
retail, or even to reside within the City’s walls, except for a
limited time, and then only in the houses of freemen and under
frankpledge.* On the other hand, a man who had acquired the
freedom by any one of the three methods just mentioned was
free to trade by wholesale or retail with fellow -citizen or

| stranger, to carry his goods throughout the length and breadth

! Charles William Hick, Sword- | homine per septem annos et non

bearer from 1832 to 1860.

2 The MS. has been badly burnt
at the edges.

3 ¢“Sed sciendum est quod tribus
modis adquiritur homini libertas civi-
tatis : Primo quod sit homo natus in
civitate legitime ex patre; secundo
quod homo sit apprenticius cum libero

minus ; tertio quod homo mutuet suam
libertatem coram majore et aliis alder-
mannis cum camerario civitatis.”—
¢ Chron. Edward I. and IL, vol. i
p- 86.

* Infra, pp. 282, 283; ¢ Liber
Albus,’ i. 38, 332.
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of the land, and to enter any town without payment of murage .
or other toll. If any such toll were exacted in contravention of
his chartered rights, the remedy of reprisal was at hand by
writ of “withernam.”* This immunity from toll was not con-
fined, however, to the London citizen. It was enjoyed by the
free inhabitants of other cities and boroughs at home and
abroad, and was highly prized. Thus the Gascon wine mer-
chant claimed exemption from murage and pontage—i.c., toll
for merchandise passing through the City’s gates or over London
Bridge—by virtue of a charter of Edward I.> Again, the bur-
gesses of Andover claimed the same immunity from toll as that
enjoyed by the citizens of Winchester,® which was practically
claiming the same chartered privileges as those enjoyed by the
citizens of London themselves, for Andover was affiliated to
Winchester in the same way as Winchester was to London.*
A common trick practised by merchant strangers to facilitate
the sale of their goods was to get some freeman to “avow”
them as belonging to him. This was known as the offence of
“ colouring ” goods, and it was an offence no freeman could
commit without being guilty of perjury.® If convicted he was
condemned to lose his freedom.®

Among other advantages which the freeman of the City'
enjoyed over the merchant stranger was the exemption from|
the jurisdiction of courts of law outside the City’s walls, except
in certain specified cases.” Hence it was that when in the year'
1309 the Sheriffs received a writ to take the body of Richer
le Botoner, otherwise known as Richer “de Refham” or “le
Mercer,” and carry him out of the City to answer an “appeal
of felony” by one who had already been laid by the heels in
Berkhampstead gaol, they were able to make a return to the

' So called from two Anglo-Saxon | (‘The Gild Merchant,” vol. i, Ap-
words, pi¥en and naam, ie., a | pendix E).

seizure of other goods or chattels in lieu 5 See the form of oath administered
of those unjustly taken and estoined. on taking up the freedom, Znfra,
? Infra, pp. 225-6, 228-9, 232. pPp- 195-6.
3 Infra, pp. 299, 300. ® See Letters Patent, 8 June, 1321.

4 See ‘“ The Affiliation of Medieval 7 See charters of Hen. I., Hen. IL.,
Boroughs,” as set out by Dr. Gross | and others.
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effect that the said Richer was a freeman of the City of
London, and the freedom of the said City did not allow of any
freeman being taken out of it to answer any matter, and there-
fore they could not execute the writ.!

* Another advantage which perhaps may be mentioned here
was that a freeman dying, leaving children, had his funeral
expenses paid by the City out of the estates of orphans of
whom the Mayor and Aldermen were guardians, as will be
shown more fully later on. This came in course of time to
press so heavily upon the orphans that a sliding scale was
arranged in the reign of Henry VIIL, allotting the amount
of funeral expenses to individuals according to rank and
wealth. Thus, for the funeral of an Alderman “of the gray
cloke ”’ the sum of 200 pounds and no more was allowed; for an
Alderman “of a calabre cloke,” 200 marks; for a commoner
dying worth £2,000 or more the sum of 100 pounds; if only
worth £1,000 half that sum, and so on.?

The freedom of the City, on the other hand, entailed duties
and responsibilities as well as conferred privileges. One of
these duties, and one much insisted on in early times, was
resiancy,’ although this appears in the fourteenth century to
have given place to what had then come to be looked upon as
a still more important duty, viz., that of being in Lot and Scot.*

The distinction between a freeborn citizen and one who had
obtained the rights of citizenship by purchase obtained in
ancient Rome, the source, as some writers have supposed, of
many of the characteristics of London municipal organization.
“ Art thou a Roman ?” asked the chief captain of St. Paul on

v Infra, pp. 212, 213.

? Journal 15, fos. 34-34 b.

* Vide infra, pp. 61, 75, 86 ; Let-
ter-Book D, fo. clviib; cf. ¢ Liber
Albus,’ i, 269.

¢ Among the articles for the better

government of the City approved by
Edward II in 1319 there is the fol-

se vel per suos mercandisas suas infra
dictam civitatem exercentes, sint in
Lotto et Scotto, cum communariis
ejusdem civitatis, pro mercandisis suis
praedictis; vel alias a libertate sua
amoveantur ” (‘LiberCust.,’ i. 270-1).
An ordinance much to the same effect
was made in the latter half of the

lowing : ““ Et quod omnes et singuli
de libertate civitatis existentes e# extra
civitatem candent manentes, ac per

fourteenth century (cZ7ca A.D. 1363 7).
¢ Liber Albus,’ i. 391.
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hearing that the Apostle, whom he had ill-used, had claimed
the privilege of Roman citizenship. On receiving a reply in
the affirmative, he expressed some surprise. ‘“ With a great
sum obtained I this freedom,” said he; to which the Apostle
(with a sly suggestion, perhaps, that he at least was no parvenu)
answered, “ But I was freeborn.””?

Another link with ancient Rome may, perhaps, be found in
the antipathy which the freeman of the City of London enter-
tained (as already shown®) to the foreigner and stranger,
a feeling which found its counterpart in the breast of the
Roman burgess, and scarcely allowed him to see any distinc-
tion between a stranger and an enemy.?

In the case of one claiming the freedom of the City either by
patrimony or by servitude, it is clear that something must have
been previously known of his family and antecedents. It was
different with a foreigner and stranger, and steps had to be
taken to prevent the admission of irresponsible and unsuitable
characters. In March, 1312, and again in the following
December, we find the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty
formulating rules as to the admission of foreigners and others.
In March the Commonalty recommended that thenceforth no
alien (altenigena) should be admitted to the freedom except
with their assent, either in a common assembly or in the
Husting, and this recommendation, we are told, met with the
approval of the Mayor and Aldermen.* In December follow-
ing, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty having again
met to draw up rules for the better government of the City,
it was agreed that “forasmuch as in times past, beyorid
the memory of man, as well as in modern times, the City
aforesaid is wont to be defended and governed by the aid
and counsel, as well of the good men of mercantile trades

! Acts xxii. 25-8. hostis vocaretur, lenitate verbi tristi-
2 See ‘Cal.Letter-Book C,” Introd., | tiam rei mitigatam. Hostis enim,apud
pp. ix—xvi. majores nostros, is dicebatur quem

3 Both were represented by the | nunc peregrinum dicimus” (Cicero,
single word ‘ostis. Cf. ‘“ Equidem | ¢De Officiis,” i. 12).
illud etiam animadverto, quod, qui ¢ Infra, p. 283. Cf. ¢ Liber Albus,’
proprio nomine perduellis esset, is | i. 366.
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as of the other handicraft trades; and it has of old been
accustomed that no stranger (persona extranea), native (indigena),
or alien (alienigena), as to whose conversation and condition
there could be no certain knowledge, should be admitted to
the freedom before the merchants or craftsmen of the City
following the trade which the person so to be admitted intends
to adopt should have been duly called together, that so the
Mayor and Aldermen aforesaid, being certified by their fellow-
citizens thus assembled as to the condition and trustworthiness
of those to be admitted, may know whether such persons are to
be admitted or rejected.........the form aforesaid, so far as
concerns the more important (grossiora) mercantile trades and
handicrafts, shall henceforth be strictly observed, so that no
one be thenceforth admitted to the freedom in contravention
of the provision aforesaid.”?

Seven years later, viz., in 1319, the citizens succeeded in
obtaining the King’s sanction to a series of ordinances which
they had drawn up for the better government of the City.? The
royal assent was not obtained without considerable difficulty,
and then only after some of the proposals had been rejected
and others amended. Among the articles thus sanctioned was
one to the effect that no alien"should be admitted to the free-
dom except in the Husting (nis? in Hustengo®), and with the assent
of the Commonalty, unless he happened to belong to some
mistery or craft, in which case he must find six mainpernors or
sureties of his mistery or craft to indemnify the City on his

1 Letter-Book E, fo. iv; ¢ Liber
Albus,’ i. 495.

? The original letters patent set-
ting out the articles approved by the
King, dated at York, 8 June, 12 Ed-
ward II. [A.D. 1319], are preserved
at the Guildhall, They are also re-
corded in Letter-Book E (fo. xc), as
also is the King’s writ, dated at York,
20 June, the same year, bidding the
Mayor, Aldermen, and citizens to see
that the articles were duly observed
(7d., fo. Ixxxviii b). Cf. ‘Liber Albus,’
i. 141-44 ; ¢ Liber Cust.,” i. 268-73.

An inspeximus charter of liberties
granted the same day as the letters
patent (see ¢Liber Cust.,” i. 255-68)
is said to have cost the City 41,000
(Aungier, ¢ Fr. Chron.,” p. 252).

3 Strange to say, Strype, in his
edition of Stow’s ¢ Survey ’ (ed. 1720,
book v. p. 363), translates the passage
thus: ““ That no stranger be admitted
into the Freedom of the City in the
Husting”! The same mistake is
made by Maitland (vol. i. p. 115),
Norton (¢ Commentaries,” ed. 1869,
p. 334), and others.
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behalf, in the-same manner as a native seeking admission and
belonging to a mistery or craft was bound to do.! The influence
and importance of the trade and craft guilds were so much
enhanced by the promulgation of these ordinances that “ many
of the people of the trades of London,” we are told, “ were
arrayed in livery "—hence the origin of the term ¢ livery
companies "—“ and a good time was about to begin.””*

It must be borne in mind that the object of these precautions
was rather to keep out unsuitable characters than to hinder
respectable foreigners becoming citizens of London. The
attitude of the civic authorities towards the foreigner was
calculated to induce him to become a freeman. *Take
up the freedom, and participate in the City’s burdens as
one of us,” they practically said, “or put up with the
restrictions which we think fit to impose upon merchant
strangers.”® That many of them refused both alternatives
is evidenced by the fact that two Aldermen were appointed
in 1311 to join the Chamberlain in imposing and receiving fines
from foreigners ( forinsect) who were found residing and traffick-
ing in the City without having taken up the freedom.* Even a
bondman fleeing from his master could not only shake off his
bonds if he succeeded in finding refuge within the City’s walls
undisturbed for a year and a day,’ but he oftentimes acquired
the rights of citizenship. If claimed by his master, as was
the case (recorded in a previous Letter-Book) with certain
fugitive bondmen of the Earl of Cornwall® in 1288, the civic
authorities would naturally hesitate before admitting such a
one to the freedom, if only for the reason that they had no

! In the cases of admission to the
freedom recorded in this volume
mainpernors are seldom mentioned,
and chiefly (if not solely) forforeigners.
Vide infra, pp. 46, 48, 49, 50, 60,
65, &c.

2 Aungier, ‘Fr. Chron.” (transl.),
P- 253-

3 See ¢ Cal. Letter-Book C,’ Intro-
duction, p. ix. :

4 Infra, p. 58.

% ¢ TItem si Servi permanserint sine
calumnia per annum et diem in Civi-
tatibus nostris vel in Burgis in Muro
vallatis, vel in Castris nostris, a die
illa liberi efficiuntur et liberi a jugo
servitutis suee sint in perpetuum.”
Laws of William the Conqueror, 66
(Wilkins, ¢ Leges Anglo-Sax.,” p. 229).
Cf. *Customs of Newcastle’ in Stubbs’s
¢ Select Charters,’ p. 112.

8 See “Cal. Letter-Book A,’ p. 170.
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wish to excite bad blood with the manorial class. Again, we
read that certain butchers holding land in villenage at Stepney,
under the Bishop of London,\were disfranchised in 1305, but we
are not told whether this was on account of their serfdom, or
because they were living beyond the liberties of the City.
That more bondmen succeeded in obtaining the freedom than
was desirable is evinced by an order being made in July, 1387,
to the effect that from that time forth (amodo) no stranger
(forinsecus) should be enrolled as apprentice, or received into
the freedom by apprenticeship, unless he swore he was a free-
man and not a serf (zafivus).?

At what period the system of apprenticeship was introduced
into England cannot be precisely determined, but it is conjec-
tured to have taken place in the reign of Henry IIl. or
Edward 1.* This conjecture receives some support from an
entry in a manuscript preserved in the Cottonian Library at the
British Museum,* under the year 12735, to the effect that in that
year a certain liberty or franchise (/ifer/as) was established,
viz., that the names of apprentices should be entered on a
paper in the Chamber of the Guildhall, and those who wished
to buy the liberty of the said City should have their names
entered on the said paper, and the man whose name did not
appear on the said paper should be deprived of the liberty of
the City. This, we are told, was done for the good reason
that many boasted of being freemen who were not freemen.®

One of the earliest references to apprentices in the City’s
Records occurs in the year 1279 or 1280, when Gregory de
Rokesle was Mayor, and the ordinances for regulating the trade
of fishmongers were amended. Among these ordinances we find

! ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,” pp. 148-
149.

2 ¢ Liber Albus,’ i. 452.

? Norton, ¢ Commentaries,” p. 106.

* Cottonian MS. Otho B, 3. Cf.
‘Chron. Edward I. and II.’ (Rolls
Series), i. 85-6.

5 In the troublous time of 1297 it
was found desirable for the better

protection of the City that a register
should be kept of the names of
masters of the several trades and of
their apprentices and servants, that
those who were of evil repute and
behaviour might be the better dealt
with by the Warden and Aldermen
of the City. *Cal. Letter-Book B,’
p. 241.
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some relating to apprentices to the following effect, viz., that
thenceforth no one shall take more than two or three ap-
prentices at most, according to his ability to support them ; that
no one shall take an apprentice for a less term than seven
years; that the master and the apprentice come to the Guild-
hall and cause the agreement and the term to be enrolled, and
also do the same at the end of the term, unless it be dissolved
by the death of one or the other. Further, that if the master
die within the term, the apprentice shall come to the Guildhall,
and do as he shall be ordered before he do anything of the
trade;' and, lastly, that those who are already apprentices
shall do no work after Sunday next, until such time as their
master shall have come to the Guildhall and caused their
covenant and term to be enrolled.?

The rules here prescribed for apprenticeship among fish-
mongers were afterwards applied to other trades. Thus, among
a long series of ordinances entered in the Letter-Book before
us® (presumably of the year 1312 or 1313), we find the following,
viz.: (1) that thenceforth no person shall receive an apprentice
unless he be himself free of the City, and cause their covenant
to ‘be enrolled, of whatever condition such apprentice may be;
(2) that no apprentice, after fully serving his term, shall follow
his trade in the City before he shall have been sworn of
the freedom and thereupon enrolled; (3) and that no apprentice
shall be received for a less term than seven years, according
to ancient usage.

The enrolment of an apprentice within the first year of his
term was strongly insisted on by the municipal authorities,
every freeman on admission binding himself by oath to see
that any apprentice of his was so enrolled.’ In September,

' This seems a more accurate in- | of the passage for the Rolls series of
terpretation of affaire ceo ¢ils gar- | publications (‘Liber Albus,’i. 383)
deront avant gil rien face del mestier, | a comma (not in the original MS.)
than that given in Riley’s translation | has been inserted after cco.
of the ¢Liber Albus’ (pp. 330-1), viz., 2 ¢ Liber Albus,’ i. 383-4. .

““To do the same, that so they may 3 Fo. clviii. Cf. ‘Liber Albus,’i. 272.
provide beforehand that he does not 5 See the form of freeman’s oath,
follow such trade.” 1In the transcript | snfra, pp. 195, 196. The record,
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1300, an_ordinance was passed by the Mayor and Aldermen:
to the effect that the names.of all apprentices who thence-
forth failed to be entered by their masters “on the paper”
within their first year should be enrolled on a certain
schedule to be produced at the next Husting before the Mayor
and Aldermen, with the view to the defaulting apprentices being
fined at the discretion of the Chamberlain and two Aldermen
specially elected for the purpose.!

The number of instances entered in Letter-Book D where
apprentices were fined for not being duly enrolled either at the
commencement or end of their term, or were called upon to
pay an extra fee for the privilege of admission to the freedom
before the expiration of their term, is very large. On the other
hand, we rarely meet with a recorded instance of a master
being mulcted for neglecting to enrol his apprentice.?

It will be seen that those who obtained the freedom of the
City by “redemption”” were for the most part called upon to
pay a sum of money varying from five to a hundred shillings,
according to their ability or to favour shown them. Others
obtained the franchise without any payment at all, thanks to
the influence of some high Court or ecclesiastical dignitary, or
maybe of the King himself.? Others, again, were pardoned
their fees at the instance of the Mayor or one of the Aldermen
or some high officer of the Corporation, like Hugh de Waltham,
their ¢“ Common Clerk.”* The Friars Minors presented Simon
Burgeys, their cook, for admission to the freedom, and he was

although not earlier than the fifteenth | feld, the King’s nwncius, William

century, appears to be the earliest of
its kind, and the form of oath varies
but little from that prescribed by Act
of Common Council of 10 December,
"1830. Since 1849 a statutory declara-
‘tion (Stat. 12 & 13 Vict. cap. xciv)
has been substituted for the oath, and
in it no reference is made to appren-
ticeship.

! ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,’ p. 78.

* Infra, pp. 66-7.

? Cf. the cases of Robert de Mane-

de Chelgrave, John de Mildenhale,
the King's marescallus equorum, and
others. Znfra, pp. 35, 44, 59. On
the other hand, we find in 1312 a
merchant stranger, John Simeon by
name, ‘a draper, who had obtained

the freedom by favour of certain mag-

nates and contrary to the wishes of
his fellow-drapers, compelled to forego
the franchise. Letter-Book E, fo. iv.

¢ Infra, pp. 45, 57, 60, 76, 89.
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admitted on payment of one mark.! On the other hand, Master
‘John de Laxfeld, another professor of the culinary art, had
proved himself so successful in tickling the palate of divers
Sheriffs that he obtained his freedom for nothing.”

A peculiar disability was attached to the acquisition of the
freedom of the City by redemption, which, for its quaintness,
may be mentioned here, although introduced at a later date.
It was this, viz., that no one wearing a beard “of more
notable prolyxyte or length” than that worn by other citizens
should be admitted by redemption to the liberties and freedom
of the City as long as he should wear any such beard.® The
objection to the citizen, especially if holding high office in the
City, being “bearded like a pard” was prevalent for some
years after the passing of the resolution of the Court of Alder-
men to the effect just mentioned, and to a certain extent may be
said to have continued down to the middle of the last century.t
Sir Thomas Lodge, who was Mayor in 1562, is recorded as
being the first to occupy the Mayoralty chair wearing a beard,
«ye whiche was thowght to mayny people very straynge to
leve y® cumly aunsyent custom of shavynge theyr beards.”
Notwithstanding, however, the surprise thus created, his suc-
cessor in the chair, Sir John Whyte, thought fit to appear with
“a longe beard.”®

On fos. ii-vi b we find recorded the elections of Mayors and
Sheriffs between 1309 and 1322.° The election of Mayors took
place at this period on the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.],

L Infra, p. 44.
2 Infra, p. 76.

3 Ordinance made by the Court of

Aldermen, 10 July, 35 Henry VIIL
[A.D. 1543]. Rep. 10, fo. 343b. The

same ordinance forbade the delinquent '

in this respect becoming guardian to
an orphan, no matter how good his
sureties might be.

4 There are many alive at the pre-
sent day who can remember the ex-
citement that arose when the police
were first permitted to grow their

beards, so admirably illustrated by
Leech in the pages of Punch.

5 ¢ Three Fifteenth-Century Chro-
nicles’ (Camd. Soc., N.S. 28), p. 127.

¢ Infra, pp. 15-33. Similar elec-
tions between 1303 and 1309 are re-
corded in Letter-Book C (¢ Calendar,’
Pp. 173-80).

7 In 1346 the day appointed for
the election of the Mayor was the
Feast of the Translation of St. Ed-
ward the King {13 Oct.] and this con-
tinued almost without a break until
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whilst that of Sheriffs was held either on Michaelmas Day or
the Feast of St. Matthew [21 Sept.].! In 1313 it was found
necessary to shut out the mob who frequented elections without
possessing the franchise and to limit the number of electors to
those who should be specially summoned, and an ordinance was
made to this effect. Two years later the King himself had to
complain of the riotous manner in which elections continued to
be carried out, and the former ordinance had to be enforced
by a proclamation.’

By the terms of charters granted to the City by King John®
and Henry IIL.* the citizens were bound to present the Mayor
of their choice, for the year ensuing, either to the King himself,
or in case of his absence from Westminster or London, to his
Justices or Barons of the Exchequer, for admission to office.
In the case of both King and Barons being absent, provision
was afterwards made by charter of Edward I1.* for the presenta-
tion and admission of the Mayor and Sheriffs-elect to take place
before the Constable (or Warden) of the Tower, conditional,
however, on the Mayor always again presenting himself to the
King as soon as the latter returned to London. This presenta-
tion to the King, after admission to office by the Constable of
the Tower, does not appear to have been necessary for the
Sheriffs.” There appears, moreover, to have been another point

hall.

changed by Act (?) of Common Council
in 1546 to Michaelmas Day. Letter-
Book F, fo. 237 b; Letter-Book G,
fo. 165 ; Journal 15, fo. 268 b.

! Later on, the election day was
the Feast of St. Peter ad Vincula
[T Aug.], and so continued until
changed to Midsummer Day by Act
of Common Council in 1585. Jour-
nal 21, fo. 437.

2 Infra, pp. 22, 24-26.

3 Dated 9 May, 16 John [A.D. 1214].

¢ Dated 18 Feb., 11 Hen. II1.[A.D.
1226-7], and 12 June, 37 Hen. IIL
[A.D. 1253].

® Dated 17 April, 27 Edward L
[A.D. 1299]. Preserved at the Guild-

The date has inadvertently
been given znfra (p. 29n.) as 28 May,
26 Edward I., the editor being misled
by that date being given in ‘¢ The
Historical Charters and Constitutional
Documents of the City of London......
by an Antiquary” (pp. 43, 44). Cf.
¢ Liber Cust.,’ i. 265 ; ‘ Liber Albus,’
i. 27; ‘Cal. Letter-Book C,” p. 176.

¢ On one occasion the Sheriffs-elect
are recorded as having travelled as
far as York to be presented to the
King. This was in 1298, the year
that witnessed the restoration of the
City’s liberties, which had been in
abeyance since 1285. ‘Cal. Letter-
Book B,’ p. 74.
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of difference between the two cases, for whereas the Mayor-
elect was usually admitted and sworn before the Barons of the
Exchequer,! the Sheriffs were for the most part only admitted.?
Indeed, the question whether the Sheriffs-elect could be called
upon to make oath before the Barons of the Exchequer was
much combated by the civic authorities, and notably in the year
1312, as recorded in this volume.® In that year the choice of the
Mayor and Aldermen, and twelve representatives from each
‘Ward summoned to make election of new Sheriffs, had fallen
upon John Lambyn and Richard de Horsham. When the new
Sheriffs were called upon to give the customary security for
their office, Richard de Horsham failed to appear. Neverthe-
less, we are told, the Mayor and Commonalty ¢ presented the
said John and Richard as their Sheriffs ” (presenta verunt predictos
Johannem et Ricardum in vicecomites suos), although Richard de
Horsham was only represented by a substitute who had not
undergone a formal election. The Barons demurring to such
a proceeding, although precedents were cited for the course
taken, the citizens hurriedly took counsel among themselves and
re-elected one of the late Sheriffs, viz., Richard de Welleford,
to serve again with John Lambyn. The Barons accepted this
nomination, and called upon the Sheriffs-elect to make oath
there “like the rest of the King’s Sheriffs.” To this the
Mayor and citizens took exception on the ground that the
Sheriffs of London and Middlesex ought not to make oath,
nor had hitherto made oath, elsewhere than before #Zem.
Thereupon the Exchequer Rolls were searched to see how
the matter really stood, and it was found that Fulk de
St. Edmund and Salamon le Cutiller, who had been elected
Sheriffs in 1289, had made oath before the Barons of the Ex-
chequer. Here, then, was a precedent wherewith to confound
the Mayor and citizens! They were, however, not to be so
easily confounded ; for the case in point, as they were careful

! Both Gisors, on his election to | before the Barons of the Exchequer
the Mayoralty for the third time in | (infra, pp. 24, 31).
1314, and Chigwelle, on re-election 2 ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,’ pp.178,179.
in 1321, are recorded as only admitted 3 Infra, pp. 19, 20.
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to point out, occurred at a time when the City was in the King’s
hand and the citizens were helpless. This and much more was
said until, eventually, the Barons gave way, and consented to
admit the new Sheriffs, reserving the right to raise the question
of making oath whenever the King might think fit.

A twelvemonth later the Barons of the Exchequer were
severely taken to task by the King for having allowed the
citizens to make another election, and letting Horsham go with-
out exacting a heavy fine, according to previous usage in the
case of a Sheriff-elect not appearing or refusing to be admitted.
In future they were to admit all nominees to the office, whether
they put in an appearance or not.’

When Hamo Godchep and William de Bodele were elected
Sheriffs in 1315, another attempt was made by the Barons of
the Exchequer to enforce the oath; but again the Sheriffs came
off best, and the question as to whether they could be compelled
to make oath before the Exchequer or not remained (we are
told) unsettled? Nevertheless, in 1324, and two following years,
Sheriffs are recorded as having been sworn at the Exchequer.?

In previous Letter-Books orphanage matters are only recorded
here and there. In Letter-Book D, however, we have a number
of appointments of guardians to City orphans recorded as
having been made between 1309 and 1322* The reader is
reminded that by the custom of the City the guardianship
of orphans of freemen appertained to the Mayor and Alder-
men, who, following the method of devolution in socage
tenure,’ placed them in the custody of the nearest friends
or “parents” (parentes) to whom the inheritance of their
property could not descend.® This ¢ Court of Orphans” had
for its chief executive officer the Common Serjeant’ of the
City, whose business it was to take all inventories and
accounts of estates i question, whilst the youngest attorney

1 Writ té the Treasurer and Barons ¢ Infra, pp. 181-91.
of the Exchequer, dated at West- ¢ Williams, ¢ Real Prop.,’ chap-
minster, 26 Sept., 7 Edward IIL | terwv.

[a.D. 1313]. Letter-Book E, fo. xvib. ¢ Infra, pp. 190, 224.

2 Infra, p. 24. 7 See form of oath administered to
3 Infra, p. 33. Common Serjeant, znfra, pp. 196-7.
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wife failing to appear on summons, her standing sureties
obtained their discharge, whilst a further distress was ordered
to be made on her goods until she found other sureties.!

Nothing more is recorded of the matter until 1321, when
Roesia appears as the wife of Nicholas de Stratstede, and those
who had undertaken to become sureties for Katherine on the
death of David de Cotesbroke found it difficult to obtain their
discharge by reason of Roesia, after marrying her third
husband, having absconded. They eventually succeeded in
-getting an acquittance, thanks to the pressure brought to bear
by a King’s writ, and proved their gratitude to the Mayor and
Aldermen by informing them in whose hands certain silver cups
belonging to Katherine were to be found. The property was
duly recovered, and placed for a time in the custody of the
Chamberlain. In the following year the cups were handed
over to Reymund de Bordeaux, who had taken Katherine to
wife, she being a damsel, be it remembered, of the tender age
of thirteen years I’

In the previous Letter-Book it has been shown that in weigh-
ing merchandise at the King’s or Great Beam a custom had
long prevailed of favouring the purchaser at the expense of the
vendor.? The extent of the favour thus shown was originally
an uncertain quantity dependent on the caprice of the weigher,
but in 1257 this draft or “tret” (Lat. Zractus) was, after due
consideration by .“more than five hundred* (z°) trustworthy men
of the City,” fixed at a definite quantity, viz. 4 lbs. per cwt.
The change thus deliberately made for the express purpose of
introducing a greater spirit of fairness in the matter of weighing
than had previously existed, as well as to bring the weighing of
general merchandise into conformity with the method of weigh-
ing gold and silver,® caused no small stir, and the cry was raised

! Infra, p. 186. lowed by Riley in his translation
? Infra, pp. 184-5. (‘Chron. of Mayors and Sheriffs,’
3 ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,” Introd., |.p. 37).

p- XV. & No draft or fractus was allowed

¢ Not 7wo hundred (ii°) as misread | in weighing gold and silver, these com-
by the editor of the ‘Liber de Anti- | modities being described as weighed
quis’ (Camd. Soc., p. 34), and fol- | per medirm clavum. *Liber de Anti-
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that the King’s Beams and Weights had been altered. The
opposition was.overcome, however, and matters continued to
work smoothly until 1305, when (as we have seen') the King’s
successor on the throne, Edward 1., in his desire more especially
to favour foreign merchants, endeavoured to do away with this
“courtesy of London” (as the foreigner termed it);* but the
citizens showed great determination to uphold the custom, if
possible, and there the matter rested so far as Letter-Book C
carried us. From Letter-Book D we learn that four years later
(1309) an ordinance was made by the Mayor and Aldermen, in
conjunction with certain merchants of London, Lombardy, and
Provence, to the effect that all merchandise should in future
be weighed by an even balance (as, indeed, they had been
weighed since 1257%), that a cwt. of heavy goods (averia ponderis)
should comprise 112 lbs., whilst a cwt. of goods sold by the
pound should comprise 104 lbs.,, and that every merchant,
whether citizen or stranger, should always sell and buy goods
by weight.* Not a word is mentioned of the 4 Ib. bonus to the
purchaser, so this, we presume, was now abolished.

Besides the King’s, or Great Beam, there was also in the City
a Small Beam or Balance for weighing silks and spices (speciarie),
the latter comprising drugs and groceries. The issues and
profits of this Beam belonged to the municipality, and the office
of weigher, at one time much sought after, was usually let to
ferm. In 1291 the King desired that it might be given to a
woman known as Jacobina la Lumbard. His wish, however,
could not be complied with, inasmuch as it had only recently
been conferred on William de Bettoyne for life.> Upon Bettoyne

quis (Camd. Soc.), p. 118. As to
the interpretation of c/avus, both here
and in connexion with another weigh-
ing machine known as the ‘“Tron”
(see ‘Cal. Letter-Book B,” p. 214),
the reader is referred to an exhaustive
dissertation on the matter by Mr. J. A.
Kingdon incorporated in an account
of ‘Richard Grafton, Citizen and
Grocer’ (privately printed, London,
Rixon & Arnold, 1901).

! ¢Cal, Letter-Book C,’ pp. 127-129.

2 See Lewes Roberts, ‘The Mer-
chants Mappe of Commerce’...(1638),

3 Infra, pp. 209-10.

* Otherwise known as fine goods or
wares (Lat. res subtiles, ¥r. sotils
choses). Cf. ““ Mesme la custume prent
le Roy de sotils choses qappendent a
especerie” (¢ Liber Albus,’ i. 230).

® ¢Cal. Letter-Book A,” p. 1913
¢ Cal. Letter-Book B,” p 55.

b2
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resigning the office at the close of 1298 it was granted by the
Mayor and Aldermen to William de Helvetone, or Helmetone
(the name is variously spelt), at a ferm of 10 marks per annum.!
He appears to have kept the post only for a year, for in January,
1300, it was delivered to Ralph de Arraz “to hold and keep
until otherwise ordained by the Mayor and Aldermen.” Unlike
his predecessor in office, he was to account for the profits of the
Beam to the City, reserving for himself such recompense as the
Mayor and Aldermen should think fit.* No mention is made of
any ferm being demanded or paid. The conditions of appoint-
ment appear in this case to have satisfied all parties, for the
next vacancy recorded took place in September, 1309, when .
the Small Balance, at the joint request of Sir Hugh le Despenser,
the King’s favourite, and Sir John de Hasting, was granted to
Edmund le Lorimer, at a yearly rent of £10.° In the following
year Queen Isabella desired that the post might be given to
Richard de Redynge, and her request being backed up by the
King, it was conferred on Redynge for one year from the
1st May (1310), at the same ferm as before, although at the
special desire of the King and Queen 100 shillings of the rent
were afterwards remitted.* Even this reduced rent, however,
Redynge found himself, three years later, unable to pay, owing
to dealers in silk and cendals ceasing to have their goods
weighed ; and the rent, at the request of the Keeper of the
King’s Wardrobe, Sir “Ingelard” or “Ingelram” de Warle
(whose removal from office was one of the articles pressed by
the Ordainers), was again reduced by one-half, a composition
being accepted for outstanding arrears.®

There is one other point of interest in Letter-Book D bearing
upon the internal government of the City that may be mentioned
here, and that is an ordinance passed in 1311 to the effect that
in every assessment citizens should be assessed in the Ward
where they had their habitation, and not in the Ward where

1 ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,’ p. 3I. 4 Infra, p. 227; set out i extenso
1 d., p. 56. _ in ¢ Memorials,” pp. 72, 73.
3 Infra, p. 212. Cf. ‘Cal. Letter- 8 Infra, p. 228; ¢Memorials,’

Book C,’ p. 155. P 74
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their goods and chattels might happen to be; and if their
mansion happened to be situated on the border of different
Wards, they were to be assessed in that Ward where they ate
and slept. 'Again, as regards Aldermen, they were to be
assessed in that Ward where they resided with their families,
and not in the Wards they represented as Aldermen.!

If the consumption of wine and beer be a criterion of a
nation’s prosperity, the wealth of the inhabitants of the City
must at this time have been highly satisfactory, for it is on record?
that in the year 1309 the number of taverners in London was
354, whilst that of the brewers amounted to no less than 1,334,
a number that must have taxed the energy of the Mayor and
Sheriffs to the utmost when called upon to visit their houses to
see the assize of ale duly kept and bad wine destroyed.®

Throughout the reign of Edward IL the path of the citizens
was beset with difficulties. 'We have seen how on the 26th
August, 1307, he summoned the City to send two representa-
tives to attend a Parliament which was to meet at Northampton
on the 13th October, for the threefold purpose of deliberating
on his father’s funeral and his own marriage and coronation,
and how the choice of the citizens fell upon William de Coumbe-
martyn and Henry de Durham.! A month before the issue of
this summons the Mayor had received the King’s writ of Privy
Seal for proclaiming his peace and his succession to the throne
by right of inheritance ( par descente de heritage), the seal used on
the occasion being expressly recorded as that used by the King
before he had received the government of the realm.* From
Northampton the King came to Westminster, where he buried
his father, and early in the following year crossed over to
France. Before quitting Dover he issued writs appointing
Sunday next after the Feast of St. Valentine—in other words,
Sunday, the 17th February—as the day of his coronation,® and

-V Infre, pp. 285-6. 4 ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,” pp. 156,

- 2 ¢Chron. Edward I.and IL.,’ vol. i. | 157.

p- 267. 5 Id., p. 155. !
3 Infra, p. 242. ¢ Rymer, ‘ Feedera,” vol. ii. pt. i

p- 28.
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proclamation for keeping the King’s peace on the occasion is
recorded as having been made in the City on that day,' although
by force of circumstances the coronation did not actually take
place till the following Sunday (24th February).? In the mean-
time the King’s Marshals (marescalli - domini Regis) had paid
a visit to the City, and had appropriated various houses
wherein to lodge the numerous magnates, both native and
foreign, who wished to attend the ceremony.® The ceremony
over, these houses, which had been thus appropriated without a
thought of remuneration for their use and occupation pending
the coronation, were on the following Thursday restored to
their respective owners, and any further occupancy had to be
paid for.*

The King’s extreme partiality shown to Peter de Gavestone;
or “Gavastone” (the usual spelling in the Letter-Books), and
other favourites soon brought him into open opposition with
the Barons. One of his earliest acts after his accession was to
recall the banished Gavestone, create him Earl of Cornwall,
and give him Margaret, sister of the young Earl of Gloucester
and his own niece, in marriage. At his favourite’s instigation
the King removed his father’s ministers, Ralph Baldock, the
Chancellor, and Walter de Langtone, the Treasurer. Gavestone
knew that Walter de Langtone, who had been responsible for
his being driven into exile, was not in favour with the citizens,
owing to his having attempted, at the close of the last reign, to
enclose a park at “Greneford,” co. Middlesex,’ to the prejudice
of the rights of chace which the citizens enjoyed in the suburbs
of London by charter. He therefore took an early opportunity

! ¢ Cal. Letter-Book C,” p. 158. ® As to this and other duties of the

? Id. ¢bid. According to the late
Bishop Stubbs (¢ Const. Hist.,’ ii. 316)
the date of the coronation was fixed
for the 18th February, but it actually
took place on the 25th ; whereas the
coronation is recorded in the Letter-
Book as having taken place on Sunday
the Feast of St. Matthias (z.e., 24
Feb.). X

Marshal of England at coronations
see ¢ Liber Cust.,’ ii. 458. Cf. Round,
¢ The Commune of London,’ pp. 302-
320.

4 ““Ita quod si ulterius moram fa-
cere vellent domino domus pro domi-
bus satisfacerent.” — Letter-Book C,
fo. xciii.

8 ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,” p. 152.
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of inviting the citizens to bring forward any complaints they
wished to make against the late Treasurer without fear of evil
consequences.! Among other bounties lavishly bestowed on
this favourite was the comparatively small gift of .100s. out of
the yearly rent of £50 paid by the citizens for Queenhithe ever
“since it had been granted to them in fee ferm, in 1246, by
Richard, Earl of Cornwall® The Earl’s son, Edmund, had
charged this rent with an annuity of 100s. in favour of Philip
de Kent, and in August, 1309, the King, who claimed the
reversion of the annuity, commanded that in due course it
should be paid to Gavestone and his wife.?

A few months later we find both the King and his favourite
eager to obtain the office of Common Serjeant of the City
(recently rendered vacant by the death of Thomas Juvenal) for
Gavestone’s “valet’” named John Albon.* Their request could not
be complied with by the civic authorities, inasmuch as the post
had already been given to another “valet” named Thomas de
Kent, who had seen long service in the City as Serjeant-at-Mace
to successive Mayors, and to whom the Cripplegate had been
granted as a residence, at the King’s special request, before his
accession to the throne.® His candidature for the post, more-
over, had been supported by Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln,
who shortly before his death obtained the freedom of the
City, on exceptional terms, for another “valet ” named Thomas
Godechep.®

The Barons, finding their sentences of banishment passed on
Gavestone were of little effect, and that the King’s government
was going from bad to worse, succeeded in the following year
(1310) in forcing upon Edward a Commission of reform, whereby
his own authority was to be superseded until Michaelmas, 1311.
Ordainers were thereupon elected to draw up a scheme of
reform.” They were to be allowed, at their own request, to

! ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,’ p. 156. 7 The expostulatory letter addressed
2 /d., p. 15. by the Prelates and Barons to the
¥ 1d., pp. 65, 66. King ; the King’s letters consenting
4 Infra, p. 209. to the appointment of Ordainers ; the
8 ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,’ p. 152. names of the Ordainers, and their
L}

Infra, p. 58. letter undertaking that the King’s
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take up their abode in the City, and to carry out their work
there, and strict injunctions were laid by the King on the
Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs of the City to see that they were
not molested.! Gavestone, in the meanwhile, finding the turn
affairs were taking, had disappeared from Court.

The Ordainers lost no time in setting to work, and the result
of their labours was submitted to, and approved by, Parliament,
sitting’ at the house of the Black Friars, in August, 1311. The
ordinances were subsequently proclaimed at St. Paul’s Church-
yard,” and on the 5th October received the reluctant assent of
the King.

One of the articles of reform submitted to the King by the
Ordainers was the expulsion of the Friscobaldi, the King’s
foreign agents, who supplied him with large sums of money for
the discharge of his father’s debts, as well as his own, and to
whom had been committed the duty of collecting the New
Custom to which reference has already been made.> This New
Custom, as we have seen, had been conceded by foreign mer-
chants to the King’s father in return for a charter of privileges,
but the citizens had declined to have anything to do with it, or
with the appointment of its collectors. In 1311 the Ordainers
declared the Custom to be illegal, and insisted upon the arrest
of Emeryk (Amerigo) de Friscobaldi and his company and
their goods, and upon their banishment in default of their ren-
dering a true account of moneys received.*

In anticipation of the King being forced to yield, the Frisco-
baldi prepared to quit the country without rendering their
account, when a writ for their arrest, addressed to the Mayor
and Sheriffs, arrived from Berwick. The writ was dispatched
the 6th July, and by the 20th all members of the Friscobaldi
found in the City were in safe custody. Before the end of the
month, however, the King had been persuaded to change his

consent should not be drawn into a ? ¢Chron. of Mayors and Sheriffs,’

precedent, are recorded in the City’s | pp. 224, 225.
¢ Liber Custumarum’ (i. 198-202). 3 ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,’ Introd.,

-} Infra, p. 225; *‘Liber Cust.,’ | pp. xiv-xvi. :
i 202. 4 “Rot. Parl.,’i. 283-4.
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mind, and two writs were sent on successive days, in which he
affected surprise at the Mayor and Sheriffs having executed
his own orders, and bade them set the foreign merchants at
liberty, as he had received assurance that a due account would
be rendered on a certain day; and the merchants and their
goods were set free accordingly! The King displayed the
same weakness towards the Friscobaldi on the Continent, at one
time yielding to pressure and ordering the arrest of Emeryk de
Friscobaldi, then Constable of Bordeaux, and his fellows, at
another time recalling his order. By November, however, both
Emeryk and his more immediate associates were arrested’ In
the City the foreigners appear to have lost but little of their
influence, to judge from the fact that early in the following year
(23rd January, 1312) the King sent a writ of Privy Seal order-
ing the admittance of a family of Genoese merchants, to whom
he became indebted for loans, to the freedom of the City.?
Another grievance of the Barons against the King was that
he failed to prosecute the war with Scotland with sufficient
vigour, and that he was losing all that his father had won at
great cost. Soon after the Ordainers had been eleeted, how-
ever, he put himself at the head of an army and prepared to
march against the Scots. He was soon in sore straits, both for
money and men. By a writ directed to the Mayor and Sheriffs
on the 12th September, 1310, he enjoined them to search for
and arrest a number of seamen and cross-bowmen who had
deserted.* Great difficulty was also experienced in getting a
supply of victuals for his army, notwithstanding the issue of
strict orders that everything taken by way of purveyance should
be paid for at its full value’ On the other hand, the civic
authorities had to be warned against allowing the exportation

v Infra, pp. 268, 269. |

2 Archeol., vol. xxviii. p. 249.

8 Infra, p. 280. One member of
the family, viz., Antonio *‘ Pessaygne”
ar ‘‘Pauzan,” was commissioned in
1313 to raise a loan of 420,000 for
the King. Rymer, ¢ Feedera,’ vol. ii.
pt. i. p. 214.

1 Infra, pp. 222-3.

5 Infra, p. 254. This was a great
concession, the abuse of purveyance
being one of the grievances formulated
by the Ordainers. The seizure of the
goods of citizens for the King’s use
against their will was forbidden by

! charter dated 6 March, 1 Edward III.
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of victuals, horses, and arms in aid of the King’s enemies in
Scotland, and precautions were taken accordingly.! The City
had hitherto done its part. In June, 1310, eighteen Aldermen,
including the Prior of Holy Trinity, who, as we have seen,” was
ex officio Alderman of Portsoken, were fined 100s. apiece for
failing to appear and render account at the Exchequer, as
ordered; but the fines were remitted in April of the following
year in consideration of the Mayor and Aldermen having been
at the time engaged in raising an armed force for the King’s
service.’ In the meantime, viz., in March, 1311, the City had
voted a sum of 1,000 marks to the King in aid of the war,* and
the money was dispatched in baskets, covered with canvas and
secured by cords, under the surveillance of Roger atte Watre,
Serjeant of the Commonalty.®

The King remained on the Border, trying every expedient to
raise money, until July, 1311, when he returned South to attend
Parliament, and receive the report of the Ordainers, who had
been awaiting his arrival in the neighbourhood of London and
the City.® That he had little intention of regarding the assent
that had been forced from him by the Barons as binding
upon his conscience was quickly shown; for on his return to the
North in January, 1312, he set aside the ordinances condemn-
ing Gavestone to exile and forfeiture, a proceeding which
could not be regarded by the Barons otherwise than as a:
declaration of war. Before making formal announcement
of his intention respecting Gavestone,” the King took the pre-
caution to be assured of the City’s attitude. On the gth January
he dispatched a letter from Knaresborough to the Mayor,
charging him to safeguard the City in his interest, and measures

v Infra, pp. 240-41. Feast, the same year. They are pro-

2 ¢Cal. Letter-Book C,’ Introd.,
p. xxiv.

3 Infra, pp. 254-5.

4 Infra, pp. 251-2, 257. The sum
of 1,000 marks is recorded as having
been voted in one instance on Thurs-
day before the Feast of St. Gregory
[12 March], 4 Edward II., and in
another on Thursday affer the same

bably identical grants.

s Id., pp. 256-7.

¢ Infra, pp. 286-7.

7 Writs to this effect were dispatched
to the Sheriffs of London and others
from York on 18 January. ¢Chron,
Edward I. and IL,’ vol. i. p. 2033
Rymer, ‘Feedera,’ vol. ii. pt. i. p. 153.
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had been taken to that end.! On the 21st he addressed letters
from York, not only to the Mayor, but also to twenty of the
leading citizens, again urging that the City should be kept
secure on behalf of himself and his heirs. The Mayor there-
upon summoned a meeting of the Aldermen and four or six of
the best men of each Ward to consider the steps to be taken.
By this time, however, the attitude of the City had somewhat
changed. By the majority of the Aldermen the summons was un-
heeded. Only eight, beside the Mayor, are recorded as having
attended on the summons, eight others are recorded as not
being present, while the rest of the twenty-four are not men-
tioned at all. Nevertheless, stringent ordinances were made for
keeping the City on the King’s behalf: the gates were to be
chained within and without, the City wall repaired, the foss
deepened, and approaches to the Thames and all wharves well
guarded.?

On the 26th the King displayed sufficient amenity to order a
proclamation to be made for observance of the Ordinances, with
the proviso, however, that they were not to the prejudice of the
Crown ;* whilst a few days later (31st January) he gave per-
mission to the Mayor and Aldermen to admit any Baron desirous
of entering the City, provided he came without arms and horse,
and was not suspected of evil intent* At the same time he
gave orders for provisioning the Tower. The Sheriffs to whom
these orders were given declared themselves unable (they
might perhaps with more truth have said “unwilling”) to
execute them, on the ground that the whole of the City’s ferm,
and other issues in the City and the county of Middlesex, had
been already appropriated by the King for payment of his
debts.® Again, the bearer of the reply sent by the Mayor and
Aldermen to the King’s letters, assuring him that the City was
being put in goodly array, and its gates and walls repaired and
strengthened, was instructed to draw the King’s attention to the
fact that the whole of the custom or toll known as “ murage,”

! Infra, p. 278. ¢ Infra, p. 278.
3 7d. ibid.; ¢ Memorials,” pp. 95-7. 5 Infra, p. 279. Cf.inmra, pp. 301,
3 Infra, p. 279. 303-5-
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exacted from those passing the City’s gates with merchandise,
for the maintenance of the City’s walls, had been expended by
the command of the King himself on the wall behind the house
of the Black Friars,' who, being a religious order, were exempt
from such toll; but if the King thought fit that they should
aid therein, the citizens would be ¢ the better comforted,” and
would the more speedily have the City put into due repair.?

. Matters were quickly drawing to a climax, and Thomas, Earl
of Lancaster, and his associates had openly taken up arms,
when the King again laid his commands (8th February, 1312)
upon the Mayor, Sheriffs, and Aldermen to hold the City on his
behalf against the Barons, adjuring them on the fealty they had
sworn to King Henry III. and his heirs.® By this time the
Barons were actually in the City, and had held a conference at
St. Paul’s to apportion to each the share he should take in the
coming struggle. To the Earls of Pembroke and Warren was
deputed the task of seizing Gavestone, who was then at Scar-
borough Castle. On the 1gth May he was forced to capitulate,
and was carried prisoner by the Earl of Pembroke to Ded-
dington, co. Oxon. During a temporary absence of the Earl,
however, the prisoner was seized and carried off by the
Earl of Warwick, who took him to his own castle at Warwick,
in the neighbourhood of which he was beheaded, after the
merest formality of a trial, on the 1gth June.*

This action on the part of the Earl of Warwick and his
associates drove the Earls of Pembroke and Warren into the
King’s camp. Edward lost no time in dispatching another writ to
the Mayor bidding him take the City “into the King’s hand” and
allow no horses or arms to leave the City ;* and on the 11th July
he notified his intention of coming to the City in person.® Shortly
after this announcement he appeared, and summoned the Mayor
and citizens to attend at the Blackfriars. No particulars of the
interview are recorded in the City’s archives. We learn, how-

! Cf. ¢ Cal. Letter-Book B,’ p. 56n. | p. 250; ¢Chron. Edward I. and IL,’
2 ¢ Memorials,” pp. 97-8. vol. i. pp. 203-6.

.3 Infra, p. 284. . 5 Infra, p. 290.
4 “Chron, of Mayors and Sheriffs,’ 8 Jbid.
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ever, from other sources that it passed over satisfactorily to both
parties, the citizens undertaking to keep the City for the King
as desired.! The necessity for putting the City into a posture of
defence was the greater by reason of the Parliament, which had
been summoned to meet at Lincoln towards the end of the
month,? having since been ordered to meet at Westminster on the
2oth August® Pursuant, therefore, to their promise made to the
King, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty met together in
the Guildhall shortly before Parliament assembled and made
provision for safeguarding the City’s gates by day and night, so
that no armed force should find its way in except by special
warrant from the King himself. If any such approached Lud-
gate the warder of the gate was instructed to address them in
the following terms: “ My lords, the King hath charged me
that no one enter his city by force or arms unless he have
special warrant. I pray you, therefore, sirs, that you take it
not ill: but as to your persons, those of you who are on palfreys,
and those folk who do not bring chargers or arms, may enter as
peaceful folk.”* The Earls and their forces were hovering in
the neighbourhood of London, and civil war seemed on the point
of breaking out, when there appeared on the scene certain am-
bassadors for peace dispatched by the Pope and the King of
France. These were Cardinal Arnold de St. Prisca—who took
up his abode at the Bishop of London’s house near St. Paul’s, in
the neighbourhood of which one of his servants was killed
and the churchyard polluted®—Count Louis of Evreux, and
the Bishop of Poitiers. After long negotiations, carried on
under a series of letters of safe conduct, which the King
feared might be abused,” matters were adjusted, and on the
22nd December peace was proclaimed.

I ¢Chron. Edward I. and II.,” vol. i.
pp. 208-9.

2 Infra, p. 289.

3 Infra, pp. 291-2.

4 Letter-Book D, fo. clib; ¢ Memo-
rials,” p. 103.

5 ¢Chron. of Edward I. and IL,
vol. i. p. 210.

8 See the King’s writ to the Mayor

and Sheriffs, dated § Oct., explaining
that, although he had given letters of
safe conduct to the Earl of Hereford
and others to confer with the foreign
ambassadors, he did not intend them
to take up their abode in the City,
but he had nc objection to their
being supplied w.th victuals and other
necessaries. /nfra, p. 297.



XXVIII INTRODUCTION.

While these negotiations were going on the Queen gave birth
to a son (13 November), who afterwards ascended the throne as
King Edward IIL; and this Letter-Book gives us a graphic
account of the manner in which the news was received by the
citizens, the disappointment of the Queen’s messenger at being
forestalled and at the smallness of the remuneration accorded
him by the Mayor and Aldermen, and the junketing that
continued in the City for a week or more in honour of so
auspicious an event.!

A month later the ardour of the citizens was damped by an
Order in Council—issued, it is said,” under the advice of their
old enemy Walter de Langtone—to the effect that the King’s
demesne cities and boroughs throughout England were to be
tallaged. Such an order should not, as a matter of right, have
affected the citizens in any way, for the City of London, as they
were careful to point out to the Council, did not form part of the
King’s demesne, and since the time of Henry I. the citizens, as
they alleged, had been quit of all tallages. This last allegation
was not consonant with facts, for the City had been frequently
tallaged? They might with more reason have declared that
since the passing of the statute de fallagio non concedendo* in the
twenty-fifth year of his father’s reign (a.p. 1297), the King’s
claim to tallage cities and boroughs was very questionable
without the consent of Parliament. But although the statute
does not appear to have been expressly pleaded, it doubtless
had some effect with the King, for after long argument an
offer was made to delay tallaging the City until Parliament

should meet if the citizens would make an immediate

! Infra, p. 310; * Memorials,’ | anno 26 Henry IIL., £1,000; ‘anno

pp. 105-7.

* Stubbs, ¢ Const. Hist.,” ii. 333.

3 When Henry III., early in 1255,
wished to tallage the City, the citizens
had similarly claimed exemption, but
upon the records being searched it was
found that they had previously been
tallaged as follows: Anno 16 John,
2,000 marks ad relaxacionem inter-
dicti ; anno 7 Henry IIL., £1,000;

29 Henry III., 2,000 marks; anno
33 Henry III., £1,000; anno 37
Henry III., 1,000 marks and 20
marks of gold. Thereupon the
citizens relinquished their claim of
exemption and paid a further sum of
3,000 marks, the amount of tallage
demanded.—* Liber Horn,’ fo. cclvii b.
¢ ¢ Statutes of the Realm,’ i, 125.
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will not suffer according to your power other people to be sum-
moned in inquests nor sworn of them who be not good, true, and
not of affinity nor procured by party. Likewise the franchise of
the said City ye will keep and maintain to the best of your power,
and be obedient to the Mayor and Judges of the said City, and
good counsel ye-shall give to them according to your discretion
and power in all things touching the government of the said
City and the common profit of the people, [and] their counsel
ye shall keep. No man shall ye amerce higher than is by the
Common Council' ordained ; and ye shall not suffer the fermers
to take any other customs than those due and reasonable and
anciently used in the said City. And that the writs which come
to you touching the estate and franchise of the City ye will
not return before ye shall have shown them to the Mayor for
the time being and to the Council of the said City, that ye may
have advice of them. And the issues, fines, and amercements
that may come to you under the Green Wax or the Pipe’ ye
shall cause to be truly levied, and no part of them shall ye in-
crease, and those that have paid ye shall well and truly dis-
charge, and not demand the same again. And that ye charge
the yeomen (vadlerz) of the Serjeants by oath, who take carriage
(cariage) in the City, that they take no more carriage than they
ought to do, and grieve not the people coming to the City with
their victuals by way of carriage to have anything of theirs
(pour auoir de lour). And that all the exzgenss proclaimed in the
“ Hustenges ™ of the said City ye shall duly and without con-

! ¢“By aucthoritye of parlyament
ordeyned” (‘ Booke of Othes’).

2 It was the custom to deliver
estreats, &c., out of the Exchequer
under the seal of that Court made in
green wax. The Pipe or Great Roll
of the Exchequer contained accounts
of moneys due to the King, and was
so called from its shape. The Clerk
of the Pipe, by virtue of his office,
issued warrants to the Sheriffs to levy
such debts, and herein lay the oppor-
tunity for much cruelty and extortion.

3 Writs of exigent or exigi facias
required the Sheriff to proclaim or
demand on five County Court days
an absent defendant to render him-
self. If he failed to surrender after
being five times proclaimed (guinguies
exactus) he was outlawed. In the
City the proclamation and judgment
of outlawry were made in the Husting,
¢ Liber Albus,’ i. 190; * Liber Cust.,’
i. 335, 336. See also “ Cal. of Wills,
Court of Husting, London,” Introd.,

| vol. i. pp. xxi, xxii.
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cealment enrol, and the same rolls ye shall to the Common
Clerk of the said City without delay’ surrender and deliver.
And that in all other points that to the office of Secondary
and Keeper of the paper of the said City appertain ye do well
and truly......

The Oath of Atlorneys (French).
(Translation.)

Ye shall swear that ye shall well and truly do your office of
Attorney and well and truly examine your clients and their
quarrels without champarty,” and without procuring any jurors
in any inquests to embrace (en ascuns enguestes enbracer)? And
that ye will not change any quarrel out of its nature! (ze
chaungerez nulle querele hors de sa nature) wittingly (solonc volre
sen). And that ye will not plead nor allege, nor suffer to be
pleaded or alleged, by your consent any foreign release,
acquittance, payment, arbitration, full account, nor other matter
whatsoever to oust the Court of Jurisdiction except such matter
as ye shall be able to find right and true by information and
oath made by your clients;® and that ye shall not enform nor
enforce any man to sue falsely against any one by false or
forged action;® and that well and truly ye shall do all those

! Sauns targer. Omitted in the | of Othes’ continues as follows: “ At-
¢ Booke of Othes.’ tendant ye shalbe uppon the Maior of
2 Champartie, Lat. campi partitio,a | the saide cytye for the tyme beinge
bargain with a plaintiff or defendant | and readye ye shalbe at all tymes to
campum partire,to share property sued | come at the warnynge of the saide

for if successful in his suit. Maior but if ye be letted about the

3 ¢ Or anye enquest embracynge” | besoignes of the saide cytye or by
(¢ Booke of Othes’). ¢ Embracery” | some other reasonable cause: ye shall
is an attempt to influence a jury by | not deliver anye booke or anye maner
persuasion or threats. copye to anye person of anye thinge

4 ¢ His nature” (‘ Booke of Othes’). | that towcheth the libertye of this cytye
5 ¢“Nor none other matter but it | without lycence and ouersight of the
be suche as ye maye fynde rightfull | Maior Recordor and Towne Clerke of
and true by the informac’on of your | this cytye for the tyme beinge or of
clyentes whose informac’on and say- | two of them or shewe to anye person
enge uppon your othe and conscyence | anye booke concernynge the customes
ye shall thincke to be true.” 7b7d. of the saide cytye nor suffer anye person
¢ The oath of the Attorneys in the | to looke uppon anye suche booke of
Mayor’s Court as entered in the ‘Booke | customes at anye tyme savinge onelye
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none othir contracte personell but in presence of a Sergeant and
all thing that are acordynge with the Kynges pees and comune
profyt of the Cite ye shull kepe and mainteigne and that ye your
wyfes no none for yow shull selle no maner vitaill to retaill
enduryng your office but wel and treuly have yow in alle thinge
that longeth to yow so helpe yow god and holy doms.

[“Ye shall swer that ye schal be good and trewe to the Cite of
London Also the cowncell of the Cite ye schall kepe and the
harme of the Cite ye schall not knowe but ye schal opyn hit to
the cowncell of the Cite And all that comyth to yo* Warde as
wel recordes as opr thynges of the Cite ye schall do yo* diligence
safly to kepe

“Ye schal schew no recordes of the Cite......but in forme pr of
ordeynyd ye schal nat consile maliciously no personel record
neyther muniment but in alle...... ye schal wel and trewly have
yow as god yow helpe and alle the Seyntes.””"]

Flﬁ-leaf B The Oath of Searchers of Vintners (French).
ors.
(Translation.)

Ye shall swear that ye will well and truly survey all the wines
cellared for sale within the franchise of the City of London, and
them prove and assay in the presence and survey of the
Serjeants to you committed and deputed by the Mayor and
Aldermen of the said City that they [7e., the wines] be whole-
some and able (ables) for man’s body,” and what ye shall find
stinking (puantz) or unsound ye will without concealment pre-
sent to the Mayor and Aldermen, to be adjudged according to
the ancient custom of the said City. And that ye will certify to
the Mayor and Aldermen the number of vessels containing old
wine lying in the cellars aforesaid, neither sparing nor aggrieving

! By a different hand. not wholl or medled except Tyres,
2 Continued thus in the ¢ Booke of | Whyte Wyne and Malnesees above re-
Othes’: ““And in no wise medledone | hearsed to the Maior and Aldermen

wyne with another. Except Tyresand | without concealement you shall pre-
Whyte Romneys and Malnesees [sic]. | sent,” &c. Cf. the oath in English,
And them that ye fynde corrupt and | recorded infra, fo. xciiib.
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The oath of the Sheriffs of London® (Z7enck).

Another copy of the above oath, with a final clause inserted
between the lines: ¢ Zf ge tout les ordeignances par les Mair
Audermans et comune counseill faitz bien et loialment garderes el ferres
garder, st Dieu,” &c.

The Oath of the Sheriffs’ Serjeants® (French).
(Zranslation.)

Ye shall swear that ye will well and truly bear yourselves in
your office, and due execution make of things wherewith ye
shall be charged on behalf of the Mayor, Sheriffs, and Alder-
men, and of judgments delivered in the Husting or in the Court
of the Sheriffs; and in inquests good men and true shall ye
return, and not men procured with your assent. And the things
which are ordained for the peace of our lord the King and also
for the common profit of the people ye shall maintain and keep
according to your wit and your power. And [that ye will not
sell any manner victual by retail—to wit, bread, beer, wine, fish,
nor flesh, by yourselves, your apprentices, hired servants, nor
by any one else, nor profit shall take of any such manner victual
sold during your office; and in all other matters appertaining to
your said office to do ye shall well and truly have yourselves.
So God you help and the Saints®].

The oath of the Mayor* (Frenck).

! Printed in ¢ Liber Albus,” i. 306; |
ii. 118. A fourteenth-century copy of
the oath is recorded in the City’s
¢ Liber Ordinationum’ (fo. 164 b) in
almost identical terms. No mention,
however, is there made of letting the
gaol of Newgate to ferm.

2 The oath varies considerably from
that printed in the ¢ Liber Albus,’i. 318.

3 Added by a different hand. It
appears to have formed part of the
oath taken by Aldermen, PVzde next
page and fo. xcv.

* Printed in ‘ Liber Albus,”i. 306; |
il. 117. The copy here, however, has
the following interlineation in the

opening clause after Za Cite de Loundres,
Viz., et les leyes fraunchises et custumes
du dicte Cite sauverez et meinteindres
detus Cite et dehors a tout vostre scien
et poair. ‘This addition does not ap-
pear in other copies of the oath entered
infra, fos. i, viib. The editor of the
¢ Liber Albus’ misread ‘¢ destrees”
for ‘“descrees” and ‘¢ frustretez ” for
¢ suistretez,” but put himself right
in his translation. On a cedila at-
tached there is another clause noted
for insertion towards the end of the
oath after the words soit destourbe,

viz., Et ge bone garde mettrez sur

lassises du payn vin cervoise blees

Fly-leaf E.

Fly-leaf E
dors.
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came Stephen de Coventre, William Potrel, John de Berdene,
Henry Monquey, and Henry le Chaundeler, together with
the rest (cum ceteris) of the good men of the Ward of Vintry,
London, and presented John [de] “ Gisorce,” whom they had
previously elected their Alderman, and prayed that he might
be admitted to that office. And the aforesaid John, with the
unanimous assent and consent of the aforesaid Mayor and
Aldermen, was admitted to be Alderman of the Ward afore-
said, &c. And the aforesaid John swore, &c.

Monday before the Feast of St. Hillary [13 Jan.], 5 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1311-12], Anketyn de Gysors elected Alderman
of the Ward of Alegate by good men of the same in the
presence of John de Gysors, the Mayor, John de Wengrave,

John de Wyndesore, Richard de Wyrhall, John de Lincoln,”

Geoffrey de Conduit, and Simon Bolet, Aldermen; and by the
aforesaid Mayor, Aldermen, and good men he was admitted
and sworn, &c.

Sunday the eve of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 3 Edward II
[ap. 1309], Roger le Paumer and James, son of Fulk de
St. Edmund, elected Sheriffs of London and Middlesex by Sir
Nicholas de Farndone, the Mayor, and the Aldermen, and
also by twelve good and true men of each Ward summoned
for the purpose, &c. And afterwards, on Tuesday the morrow
of St. Michael aforesaid, the said Roger and James were pre-
sented at the Exchequer of the lord the King at Westminster,
&c., and there were admitted &c., as appears in another black
book of memoranda of this kind,! &c.

Tuesday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.], 3 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1309], Thomas Romayn elected Mayor of the
City of London by Nicholas de Farndone, the previous Mayor,
John de Wengrave, William de Leire, John de Wyndesore, Simon
de Paris, John le Coroner,’ Nicholas Pikot, Henry de Dureme,

! Meaning Letter-Book C (fo. cxiii), | who had previously served the office
known at one time as The Greater | of Coroner for many years, although
Black Book. See ‘Cal. Letter-Book | he was not Coroner in this particular
A, Introd., p. ii. year. See ‘Cal. Letter-Book B,

2 Otherwise known as John ‘“de | p.gon.; ‘Cal. Letter-BookC,’ pp. 116,
Vintry ” or ““Clerk of the Vintry,” | 117,

Admissio
Anketyni de
Gysorcio in

Alderm’.

Fo. ii.

Eleccio Rogeri
le Pawumer et
Jacobi de
Sancto Ed-
nuindo vic’
London’.

Eleccio Thome
Romayn in
DNMaiorem
Lond .



Eleccio Petre
de Blakeneye
et Stmon’ Corp
vic' Londorn’.

Eleccio Rickeri
de Refham in
Maiorem.
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William Trente, John de Gisors, Geoffrey de Conduit, Simon
Bolet, Richard de Wirhale, William Servad, and Richer de
Refham, Aldermen, and Roger le Paumer and James, son
of Fulk de St. Edmund, Sheriffs, and twelve men from each
‘Ward summoned for the purpose, &c.

And on the Wednesday following the aforesaid Thomas was
presented before the Barons of the Exchequer at Westminster
by the aforesaid Aldermen and Commonalty, and was there
admitted and sworn.

Afterwards, viz., on Monday the Feast of the Conception
B. M. [8 Dec.], the aforesaid Thomas Romayn was presented
before the lord Edward the King at Westminster, and was
admitted as Mayor by the said lord the King,' &c.

Monday the eve of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 4 Edward II.
[a.p. 1310], Peter de Blakeneye and Simon Corp elected
Sheriffs of London and Middlesex by Sir Thomas Romayn, the
Mayor, Nicholas de Farndone, John de Wengrave, John de
‘Wyndesore, Nicholas Picot, William Cosyn, William Servad,
Thomas Seely, Simon Bolet, John de Lincoln, Nigel Drury,
Simon de Paris, William Trente, and William de Leire, Alder-
men, and also by twelve good and true men from each Ward
summoned for the purpose, and were sworn.

Afterwards, on Wednesday the morrow of St. Michael, the
said Peter and Simon were presented at the Exchequer of the
lord the King at Westminster, &c., and there admitted, &c.

Wednesday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.],
4 Edward II. [a.p. 1310], Richer de Refham elected Mayor
by Thomas Romayn, the previous Mayor, Nicholas de Farendone,
John de Wengrave, William de Leire, John de Wyndesore,
Simon de Paris, Nicholas Picot, William Trente, Geoffrey de
Conduit, William Cosyn, John de “Gysorce,” John de Lincoln,
Richard de Gloucestre, Richard de Wyrhale, Henry de Gloucestre,

! In the King’s absence from West- | present him to the Constable of the
minster the citizens were authorized = Tower. See charter dated 28 May,
by charter, 12 June, 37 Henry III., = 26 Edward I. In either case the
to present the Mayor to the Barons of = Mayor was to be presented to the

the Exchequer. Inthe absenceof both  King himself on his return to West-
the King and the Barons, they might | minster or London.
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Thursday the eve of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 6 Edward II.
{ap. 1312], in the presence of John de Gysors, the Mayor,
Nicholas de Farendone, John de Wengrave, William de Leire,
John de Wyndesore, Simon Bolet, William Servat, Roger de
Frowyk, Anketyn de Gysors, Richard de Gloucestre, William
de Coumbemartyn, Nicholas Pikot, Nigel Druri, Geoffrey de
Conduit, and Richard de Wyrhale, Aldermen, and twelve men
from each Ward summoned to make election of new Sheriffs,
by the common assent as well of the Mayor and Aldermen as
of the Commonalty, there were elected Sheriffs, viz., John
Lambyn, fishmonger, and Richard de Horsham, mercer (mer-
cenarius), &c. And on the morrow the said John came before
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty, and was sworn, &c.
And the aforesaid John found pledges to keep the City harm-
less, viz., William Lambyn and Richard Horn, fishmongers.
And the aforesaid Richard came not. Nevertheless, the Mayor
and Commonalty went to the Exchequer at Westminster and
presented the said John and Richard as their Sheriffs before
Sirs Walter de Norwich, the locum tenens of the Treasurer,
John de Markyngfeld, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Master
Richard de Abyndone, John de Foxle, Master John de Ever-
done, and John Abel, Barons of the Exchequer, &c. And it
was demanded of the Mayor and citizens where was the said
Richard de Horsham whom they presented as Sheriff; and
" it was answered that the Mayor and citizens are for him
(sunt pro eo), and this sufficeth them, inasmuch as (ex gquo)
they (7., the Mayor and citizens) have another present,
who was prepared in conjunction with them to execute the
commands of the lord the King addressed to the said Sheriffs;
and so it hath been accustomed here frequently at other
times touching other elections, as happened with Walter le
Blound and Stephen de Cornehille, when Stephen came not, and
with William de Coumbemartyn and John de Burghford, when
John came not, and with Simon de Paris and Hugh Pourte,
when Hugh came not, and with many others. Nevertheless,
those who came were admitted. Thereupon great debate (a/le-
gacione) being had by the Mayor and citizens, they prayed leave to

c 2

FEleccio vie
anno vjte,

Nota de
eleccione vic’s



De vic dece-
dent’ infre
annum ballive
suee.
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hold a conference thereon, &c. And a conference thereon
having been held among themselves, they there elected another
in the place of the said Richard, viz., Richard de Welleford,.
who had served as Sheriff the previous year. And lest the
liberty of the City should be taken into the King’s hand through
want of election, they again presented the said Richard de
Welleford and John Lambyn the same day, and they were
with difficulty admitted! And at last, when they had been
admitted, they were told to make oath there, as did the rest of
the Sheriffs of the King. And to this the Mayor and citizens.
replied that the Sheriffs of London and Middlesex ought not to-
make oath, nor had hitherto made oath, elsewhere than before
them. Thereupon, after examination of the Rolls of the Ex-
chequer, it was found that Fulk de St. Edmund and Salamon le
Cutiller, Sheriffs in the...... year of the reign of the present
King’s father, made oath there before the Barons.® And to
this the Mayor and citizens said that this happened under a
‘Warden when the King had the liberty of the City in his hand,.
and they ought not to be prejudiced on that account, and it
is plain that no one can become a Sheriff until he has made
oath, &c. And after these and many other reasons had been
propounded, the aforesaid Jocum tenens of the Treasurer and the
Barons admitted the said John and Richard de Welleford as.
Sheriffs without them making oath there, saving the King’s
estate, whenever he may be pleased to raise the question at
another time, &c. And so they withdrew, &c.

Afterwards it happened that the aforesaid Richard de Welle-
ford died on Saturday before Christmas the year aforesaid ; and
afterwards, on Wednesday after the Feast of the Circumcision.

! In the following year the King ] peared or not, and to fine those who
blamed the Deputy Treasurer and | failed to appear. Letter-Book E,
Barons of the Exchequer for having | fo. xvib.

allowed the citizens to substitute | 2 Fulk de St. Edmund and Salamon
another in the place of Richard de | le Cutiller, or ‘‘de Laufare,” were
Horsham without having exacted a I elected Sheriffs in 1289, when the City
fine from him. In future they were | was under the government of Ralph
to admit as Sheriffs all who had been ' de Sandwich, the King’s Warden.
nominated to office, whether they ap- | ;






Nota de ordi-
nacione facte
ad summoni-

end’ commain-
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cione facienda.
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Saturday after the same Feast, the same year, John Lambyn
elected Alderman of the Ward of Bridge, and admitted and
sworn, &c. )

Friday the eve of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 7 Edward II
[ap. 1313], by John de Gisors, the Mayor, Nicholas de Faren-
done, John de Wengrave, Roger de Frowik, William de Leire,
John de Wyndesore, Anketyn de Gisors, John de Lincoln, William
Servat, Nigel Drury, Simon de Corp, Roger de Paris, Richard
de Willehale, Aldermen, and John Lambyn and Adam Ludekyn,
Sheriffs, and by the Commonalty here summoned for the election
of their Sheriffs, there were elected Sheriffs, viz., Robert de

- Burdeyn, goldsmith, and Hugh de Garton, mercer, and they

were sworn for that office, &c.

And be it known that it was ordained and agreed the same
day by the aforesaid Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty, for
the avoiding of certain perils which may arise in such election
of Sheriffs, that in future there shall be summoned every year
the better men of each Ward to be present here on the Feast of
St. Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist [21 Sept.] for making
election of Sheriffs, together with the Mayor and Aldermen for
the time being. So that those who may happen to be electors
for accepting the aforesaid office may be the better provided
for.!

Sunday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.], 7 Ed-
ward IL [A.p. 1313], Nicholas de Farendone was elected Mayor
by John de Gisors, John de Wengrave, John de Wyndesore,
Nigel Druri, Roger de Frowyk, Henry de Gloucestre, Richard
de Wirhale, Anketyn de Gisors, Simon de Corp, Roger de Paris,
John de Lincoln, Stephen de Abyndone, Richard de Gloucestre,
William Servat, William Trente, William de Leire, William de
Coumbemartyn, and John Lambyn, Aldermen, Robert Burdein
and Hugh de Gartone, Sheriffs, and by the Commonalty here
assembled, and was sworn, &c. And afterwards, on the Mon-
day following, the said Mayor, Aldermen, and the rest of the
citizens went to Westminster, in order that he (the Mayor) might

V Ita guod illi quos eligere continget | lius provideri, etc. This appears to be
ad predictum officium recipiendum me- | the meaning of an obscure passage.
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be presented to the lord the King; and because the lord the
King had not leisure to admit the Mayor, the matter was ad-
journed until the morrow, and so from day to day until Saturday
the eve of St. Martin [11 Nov.], on which day the said Mayor
was by the King’s command admitted at the Exchequer by the
Treasurer and Barons, and sworn in manner following :—

[The form set out is the same as that printed in the ¢ Liber
Albus’ (i. 306), only the third person is substituted throughout
for the second. At the end the following note is added: “ Ceo
est le Serment ge Meires ef Baillifs de Citees ef des Burghs gi sont
presentables al eschequer deyuent faire gant 1l serront rescen.” ]

Tuesday the morrow of St. Martin [11 Nov.], 7 Edward II.
[ap. 1313], John Dode, ironmonger, elected Chamberlain of
the Guildhall and sworn, &c., before Nicholas de Farendone,
the Mayor, and the rest of the Aldermen by the whole
Commonalty, &c.

Saturday the Feast of St. Matthew [21 Sept.], 8 Edward II.
[A.D. 1314], there were assembled at the Guildhall Nicholas de
Farendone, the Mayor, John de Wengrave, John de Lincoln,
Richard de Gloucestre, Anketyn de Gysors, Simon de Corp,
John de Wyndesore, Henry de Gloucestre, Roger de Paris,
Simon de Paris, Roger de Frowik, William Trente, and William
Servat, Aldermen, and the better men of the Commonalty of
each Ward by summons, &c., for the election of two citizens to
be Sheriffs of the City for the ensuing year. And there were
elected Stephen de Abyndone and Hamo de Chiggewelle. And
the said Stephen found mainpernors, viz., Richard de Willehale
and Henry de Gloucestre, that he would not turn away nor
absent himself from the City, nor cause anything to be done
contrary to the said election, but would be prepared to under-
take the office on the eve of St. Michael next ensuing, &c. And
because it was testified that the aforesaid Hamo de Chiggewelle
was at “ Jernemuth” there came William de Bodele and Hugh
Matfrei and mainprised the said Hamo that he would be
prepared to undertake the aforesaid office on the eve of
St. Michael. Afterwards, on Saturday the eve of St. Michael,
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City being

Fo. iv,

Eleccio vic”
anno vey°.



FEleccio Maior
anno vigP,

Eleccio vic
anno ix°

Fo. ivh.
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assembled, there came the aforesaid Stephen, and he was sworn,
&c. And on the following Monday came the aforesaid Hamo
and was sworn. And the same day the said Stephen and
Hamo were presented at the Exchequer, and were by the
Barons admitted, &c.

Be it remembered that on Monday the Feast of SS. Simon
and Jude [28 Oct.], 8 Edward IL [4.p. 1314], John de Gysorz
elected Mayor by Nicholas de Farendone, John de Wen-
grave, William Coumbemartyn, John de Lincoln, Henry de
Durham, Simon de Paris, Roger de Frowik, William Trente,
William Servat, Simon Corp, Richard de Willehale, Henry de
Gloucestre, William Cosyn, John Lambyn, Anketyn de Gisors,
and Roger de Paris, Aldermen; Stephen de Abyndone and
Hamo de Chiggewelle, Sheriffs; and also by the Commonalty
here summoned, &c. The next day he was presented before the
Barons of the Exchequerand admitted, &c. And on Wednesday
before the Purification [2 Feb.], the same year [A.p. 1314-15],
he was presented before the King at Westminster at his first
coming there after the election, &c., and was admitted, &c.

Be it remembered that on Saturday the eve of St. Matthew,
Ap. [21 Sept.], 9 Edward II. [a.p. 1315], Hamo Godchep,
mercer, and William de Bodele, vintner, were elected Sheriffs
by John de Gisors, the Mayor, and the rest of the Aldermen
and good men of the Commonalty, summoned for making the
election. Afterwards, on Sunday the eve of St. Michael, the
said Hamo and William were sworn before the said Mayor,
Aldermen, and the rest of the citizens, as is the custom. And
on the morrow of St. Michael they were presented before Sir
Walter de Norwich, Knt., then Treasurer of the lord the King,
and the Barons of the Exchequer, and were admitted, &c.

And be it remembered that although the said Treasurer
wished to compel the said Sheriffs to make oath there, never- '
theless they did not make oath there, many reasons thereon
being adduced on behalf of the City. And that dispute yet
remains unsettled (indiscussa).

‘Writ to the Mayor and Sheriffs of London :—

Edward, by the grace of God, &c., to the Mayor and Sheriffs
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of London greeting. Whereas by the charters of our pro-
genitors, kings of England, it has been granted to our citizens
of the City aforesaid that they may elect a Mayor and Sheriffs
from among themselves whom they will, and present them, we
not being at Westminster, to the Treasurer and Barons of our
Exchequer, that they may be there admitted as the custom is;
and such election in times past hath been accustomed to be
made by the Mayor and Aldermen, and also by the more dis-
creet of the said City specially summoned and warned for the
purpose. And now we have understood that certain of the
common people (populares) and plebeians, by conspiracy had
among them, perpetrating contentions (contenciones'), discords,
and innumerable wicked acts in the said City by night and day,
and holding clandestine meetings in private places one with
another, being neither called nor summoned, have of their own
accord thrust themselves into and mingled with such elections,
[and] by threats: and clamours preventing elections being
rightly made, strive to elect such as hereafter may favour their
misdeeds, that their wickedness may, by reason of default of
suitable government by those so elected by dissimulation, pass
unpunished, to the prejudice of our crown and dignity, and also
the subversion of the state of the City aforesaid and the manifest
oppression of our citizens dwelling in the same. We being
willing to provide for the quiet [and] tranquillity of the people
our subjects, and to obviate such malice, as we are in duty bound,
command you, strictly enjoining that, before the time of election
of the Mayor and Sheriffs next to be elected, ye cause it to be
publicly proclaimed and strictly forbidden throughout the City
that any one, unless he be specially called or summoned for the
purpose or be bound thereunto, shall approach there at that
time, or intrude himself in the election to be made, or impede
it in any way, under pain of imprisonment, from which he shall
not be released without our special order. And that the said
election be made by the Aldermen and other of the more
discreet and powerful citizens of the said City, as in the same it
has been accustomed of old to be made. Holding as certain

! Altered by a later hand into conzenciones.
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that if ye shall present to us, or the Treasurer and Barons of the
Exchequer aforesaid, any persons elected in a different manner

- from that premised, we shall in no wise admit them. Witness

ourself at Westminster, 4 July, the eighth year of our reign
[aD. 1315].

By virtue of which writ a certain proclamation was made as
follows :—

‘Whereas our lord the King has understood that certain folk
of the people of his City of London in these times have come
to the Guildhall at the elections of the Mayor and Sheriffs to
which they were not summoned, nor have they there any
business, and have disturbed the elections of the Mayor and
Sheriffs so that they could not be made in due form nor in
proper manner as they were used, and oftentimes by menaces
and cries have troubled such kind of elections in despite of the
King and prejudice of his crown, to the undoing of the state of
his said City. It is commanded that no one be so daring nor
so hardy as to come to the election of the Sheriffs, who are
now to be newly elected, nor to the election of the Mayor, who
shall be elected in time to come, unless he be Mayor, Sheriff,
Alderman, or other good folk of the better sort of the said
City, who by the officers of the said City are specially sum-
moned to come there, or those who have business to be there,
on pain of imprisonment of his body; from which prison our
lord the King willeth that, if any such be found, they be not
delivered without special command from him.

Tuesday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.], 9 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1315], Stephen de Abyndone elected Mayor of
the City by the Aldermen, Sheriffs, and the whole Common-
alty, &c., and on the Wednesday following was presented,
sworn, and admitted before the Treasurer and Barons of the
Exchequer at Westminster, &c. Afterwards, on Monday the
morrow of Clausum Pasche, he was presented before the King
at his first coming to Westminster, and admitted, &c.

Tuesday the eve of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 10 Edward I
[ap. 1316], Ralph le Balauncer and William de Caustone.
elected Sheriffs by Stephen de Abyndone, the Mayor, John de
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Gisors, Nicholas de Farendone, John de Wengrave, William de
Leire, Richard de Gloucestre, Robert de Keleseye, Simon
Corp, Simon de Paris, William Servat, John Lambyn, Elyas de
Suffolk, and Roger de Paris, Aldermen, and by good men of
the Commonalty, and were before them sworn as is the custom,
&c. On the ‘Thursday following they were presented before
the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer at Westminster,
&c. And they were admitted, &c.

Thursday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.], 10 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1316], John de Wengrave, Alderman of the
‘Ward of Chepe, elected Mayor by Stephen de Abyndone,
the previous Mayor, Nicholas de Farendone, John de Gisors,
Robert de Keleseye, William de Leire, John Lambyn, John de
Lincoln, Roger de Frowik, Anketyn de Gisors, Henry de
Gloucestre, Richard de Willehale, Elyas de Suffolk, William
Servat, Simon de Corp, Simon de Paris, John de la Chaumbre,
and Roger de Paris, Aldermen, and by the whole Commonalty,
&c. On the following Friday he was presented before the
Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer at Westminster, &c.
Sworn and admitted.

‘Wednesday the eve of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 11 Edward IL
[a.p. 1317], William de Fourneys, pepperer, and John Priour,
senior, woolmonger, elected Sheriffs by John de Wengrave,
the Mayor, John de Gisors, Nicholas de Farendone, William de
Leire, Richard de Gloucestre, Robert de Keleseye, Roger de
Frowik, John de Lincoln, John Lambyn, Henry de Gloucestre,
Richard de Willehale, Elyas de Suffolk, and Simon Corp,
Aldermen, and by the whole Commonalty, &c., and were sworn
as is the custom, &c. On the following Friday they were
presented before the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer at
‘Westminster, and were admitted, &c.

Friday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.], 11 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1317], John de Wengrave elected Mayor the
second time by John de Gisors, Robert de Keleseye, Roger de
Frowik, Simon Corp, Elyas de Suffolk, John Lambyn, Henry
de Gloucestre, Richard de Willehale, Anketyn de Gisors, and
Roger de Paris, Aldermen, who, with one consent, without any
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scrutiny being made among them, together with the whole
Commonalty, elected the aforesaid John, and he was sworn
before the said Commonalty. And on the following day he
was presented before the Treasurer and Barons at Westminster,
was sworn and admitted, &c. Also at the King’s next coming
to Westminster he was presented before the King as is the
custom, and was by him graciously admitted, &c.

Thursday before the Feast of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 12 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1318], John de Dallyngge and John Poyntel
elected Sheriffs by John de Wengrave, the Mayor, Nicholas
de Farendone, John de Gisors, William de Leire, Richard de
Gloucestre, Henry de Gloucestre, Elyas de Suffolk, Richard
de Wirhale, Simon de Paris, Anketyn de Gisors, and John de
Lincoln, Aldermen, William de Fourneys and John Priour,

. the previous Sheriffs, and the whole Commonalty of the City,

FEleccio Mai-
oris tercia vice
anno xij.
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Henr Nasard
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rarit anno xi;.

and were sworn, &c.

Afterwards, on Saturday after the same Feast, they were
presented before the Treasurer and Barons at Westminster and
admitted, &c.

Saturday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.], 12 Ed-
ward I [a.p. 1318], John de Wengrave elected Mayor for the
third time by the Aldermen, Sheriffs, and whole Commonalty,
&c. On the following Monday he was presented before the
Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer at Westminster,
admitted and sworn, &c.

Thursday before the same Feast, 12 Edward II. [a.n. 1318],
Henry Nasard elected Alderman of the Ward of Bradestrete
by good men of the same Ward, in the presence of John
de Wenegrave, the Mayor, Robert de Keleseye, John de la
Chaumbre, John de Lincoln, Elyas de Suffolk, and Roger de
Parys, Aldermen; and by the said Mayor, Aldermen, and good
men he was admitted and sworn the following Friday, &c.

The same day and year Thomas Prentiz was elected
Chamberlain of London for one year by the aforesaid Mayor,
Aldermen, and the whole Commonalty, and was by the same
admitted and sworn to receive, expend, and faithfully to render
account of all his receipts, &c.
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Friday the eve of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 13 Edward II
(a.p. 1319], Simon de Abyndone and John de Prestone, corder,
elected Sheriffs by John de Wengrave, Mayor, Nicholas de
Farendone, John de Gisors, Robert de Keleseye, Elyas de
Suffolk, Anketin de Gisors, Hugh de Gartone, Simon Corp,
William de Leire, and John Poyntel, Aldermen, and by the
whole Commonalty, and were sworn, &c. On the following
Monday they were presented before the Deputy-Constable “of
the Tower at the outer gate, and were there admitted by virtue
of the King’s writ addressed to the Deputy-Constable as
follows :—

Edward, by the grace of God, &c., to his beloved and trusty
John de Crumbwell, the Constable of his Tower of London, or
his locum tenens, greeting. Whereas among other liberties
granted to the citizens of London by charter of the lord
Edward, late King of England, our father,' it was granted to
them that the Mayor of the said City when he shall have been
elected by the said citizens, and likewise the Sheriffs of the
same City when they shall have been similarly elected at
the accustomed time, should be presented, in the absence of us
and our heirs or our Barons of the Exchequer from Westminster
or London, to the Constable of our aforesaid Tower for the
time being, without the gate of the said Tower, every year, and
admitted in manner as they were accustomed formerly to be
presented and admitted before the said Exchequer; so that,
however, at the next coming of us or our heirs to Westminster
or London, the said Mayor be presented to us or our aforesaid
heirs and admitted Mayor. Which charter, indeed, we have
now by our charter confirmed, and [whereas] we have further
granted to the same citizens that although they or their pre-
decessors have not hitherto made use of the liberties or any
one of them contained in the said charter, nevertheless the said
citizens and their heirs may fully enjoy and use the aforesaid
liberties and each of them as in the charter and confirmation
aforesaid more fully is contained. We command you that
you admit as Mayor and Sheriffs him and them whom the

! Dated York, 28 May, 26 Edward I., A.D. 1298,
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citizens shall elect and present as Mayor and Sheriffs of
the City aforesaid at this instant term of St. Michael;
so that, however, at our next coming to Westminster or
London the said Mayor be presented to us and be admitted
as Mayor according to the terms of the charter and con-
firmation aforesaid. Witness ourself at Berewick on Tweed,
17 Sept., the thirteenth year of our reign [a.n. 1319].

‘Sunday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.], 13 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1319], Hamo de Chiggewelle elected Mayor by
John de Wengrave, the previous Mayor, John de Gisorz, Stephen
de Abyndone, Nicholas de Farndone, Anketin de Gisorz, Elias de
Suffolk, John de la Chambre, John Cotun, Henry de Seccheford,
and Robert Sely, Aldermen, and the whole Commonalty, &c.
On the following day the aforesaid Hamo was presented with-
out the outer gate of the Tower, and was there sworn as is
befitting, &c. On Tuesday before the Feast of St. Peter in
Cathedra [22 Feb.] the said Mayor was presented before the
lord the King and was by him admitted Mayor at Westminster
in the King’s Chamber, &c.

Wednesday after the Feast of St. Hillary [13 Jan.], 13 Ed-
ward IL [a.p. 1319-20], in the presence of Hamo de Chigwelle,
the Mayor, the Aldermen, and the Commonalty, Andrew Horn,
fishmonger, was elected Chamberlain of the Chamber of the
Guildhall, and was by the said Commonalty presented, &c., and
sworn to take yearly as is the custom, &c.

Sunday the eve of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 14 Edward Il
[a.p. 1320], William Prodhomme, fishmonger, and Reginald
de Conduit, vintner, elected Sheriffs by Hamo de Chigewelle,
the Mayor, N[icholas] de Farndone, R[oger] de Frowyk,
Ank[etin] de Gisorz, E[lias] de Suffolk, J[ohn] Cotun, G[eoffrey]
Hertpol, J[ohn] de Gisorz, S[imon] de Parys, H[enry] de
Seccheford, H[ugh] de “Barton,”* WTilliam] de Hedersete,
Jlohn] Poyntel, and WTilliam] de Caustone, Aldermen, and
by the whole Commonalty, and sworn, &c.

Tuesday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.], 14 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1320], Nicholas Farndone elected Mayor and

! Otherwise *“ Garton.”
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sworn in the presence of John de Gisorz, Hamo de Chigewelle,
Elias de Suffolk, Simon Corp, Hugh de Gartone, Roger le Palmere,
R[obert] Sely, Simon de Abyndone, Geoffrey de Hertpol, John
Cotun, and the rest of the Aldermen, and a very great Com-
monalty (maxima communitate), all the Commoners sitting in the
Guildhall, and silence being demanded for the said election.

On the following day he was admitted Mayor by the lord the
King at Westminster in the King’s Chamber, &c.

Wednesday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.],
15 Edward II. [a.p. 1321], Hamo de Chigewelle elected Mayor!
and sworn in the presence of Richard de Gloucestre, Robert de
Swalclyve, Roger de Frowyk, John de Prestone, and the rest
of the Aldermen, and a very great Commonalty [assembled]
for making the election. On the following day he was admitted
before the Barons of the Exchequer at Westminster.

Tuesday the eve of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 16 Edward II.
[a.p. 1322], Roger “Dely ’* and John de Grantham were sworn
Sheriffs, &c., in the presence of Hamo de Chig[welle], the Mayor,
Nlicholas] de Farndone, R[obert] de Swalclyve, and were
afterwards presented and accepted before the Constable of the
Tower without the outer gate, &c.

Thursday the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.], 16 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1322], Hamo de Chig[welle] elected Mayor
and sworn, &c., in the presence of R[obert] de Swalclyve,
R[eginald] de Conduit, H[enry] de Secch[eford], R[obert] Sely,

! In the previous January (1321) | without a fresh election (#072., p. 298).
the City had been taken into the | Another authority states that he ‘‘was
King’s hand; Nicholas Farndone, | elected by the commons at the King's
the Mayor, had been deposed, and | wish” (Aungier, ¢ Fr. Chron.,’ Riley’s
Sir Robert de Kendale appointed | translation, p. 254). The same course
Warden of the City. Afterwards | is recorded as having been adopted in
(how long afterwards we are not | 1322(‘Chron. Edw. L. and IL.,’ vol. i,
told) the King gave the citizens their | p. 304), when the King was much more
liberties, and they elected Hamo de | powerful than he had been the year
Chigwelle (‘ Chron. Edw. L. and IL, | before. No signs of the King having
vol. i. p. 291). When the Feast of | exercised any influence over either
SS. Simon and Jude came round, the = election appear in the City’s record
same authority records that in order ' of the proceedings.
to please the King the citizens per- 2 De Ely.
mitted Chigwelle to remain in office |
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your power ye schulle do to repelle hit And if ye may nat ye
schall sey hit to the Kyng oper to hem of his councell p* ye wite
wille sey hit to the Kyng  Also lawfully & Ryghtfully ye schull
trete the pepill of your bayle and right schull ye do to everych
as wel to straungers as othir to pore as to Riche in Pt to yow
longith to do And }* for hinesse ne for Richesse neyper for
gefte neyper for beheste ne for favour ne for hate wrong schull
ye do to no man, ne no thing schull ye take be the whiche the
Kyng schuld lese oper right be sturblyd And good warde ye
schull sette on thassise of bred & wyn ale fisch flesch corn &
alle othir vitaylis Wightis & mesures in the same Cite ye schul
yelde! & dwe execucion up on the defautes pt there of schull be
fownd a'ccordyng to alle the statutes perof made nat repelid.
And in alle thynges pt to a meyr of the Cite longith to do wel
& lawfully ye schull yow & doo as God yow helpe & alle pe
Seyntes.”
3 LEdward II.—Redemptions of Freedom.?
Rlichard]  Potrel,” Chamberlain.

Saturday before the Feast of SS. Simon and Jude [28 Oct.],
3 Edward II. [ap. 1309], Robert de Manefeld, messenger
(nuncius) of the lord the King of England, was admitted
into the freedom of the City of London in the presence
of Nicholas de Farndone, then Mayor, John de Wengrave,
William de Leire, Geoffrey de Conduit, Simon de Paris,
Thomas Seli, Aldermen, and Richard ¢ Poterel,” the Cham-
berlain, &c., and was sworn to the Commonalty, &c. And at
the instance of the lord the King he gives nothing for having
the freedom, &c.

Thursday after the Feast of St. Luke [18 Oct.], Hugh, son of
Simon Otewy de St. Alban, blader (4ladarius), admitted and

! ¢“Do kepe” superscribed. This
paragraph is far from being an accu-
rate translation from the French.

2 Here commences what purports
to be a record of those who obtained
the freedom of the City (and became

guished from others who obtained the
freedom either by patrimony or by ser-
vitude (z.e., apprenticeship), although
occasional admissions of apprentices
to the freedom are included. The
record (which is carried down to 6 Ed-

thereby citizens of London) by re-
demption, Z.e., by purchase, as distin-

ward IL) is the earliest of the kind
preserved among the City’s archives.
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sworn, &c., before Nicholas de IFarndone, Mayor, John de
Wengrave, William de Leyre, and Simon de Paris, Aldermen,
and the Chamberlain, &. And he gives to the Commonalty
26s. 8d.

Tuesday after the Feast of All Saints [1 Nov.], John de
Shabenhangre, blader, admitted and sworn before Thomas
Romayn, Mayor, and the Chamberlain—22s. 64.

The same day, John Heryng, “ pheliper,”’ admitted and sworn
before Thomas Romayn, Mayor, John de Wengrave and John
de Wyndesore, Aldermen, and the Chamberlain, &c.—22s. 64.

Friday the eve of All Saints [1 Nov.], Peter Caban, merchant
of Gascony, admitted and sworn before Thomas Romayn, Mayor,
William de Leyre, John de Wyndesore, Nicholas de Farndone,
William Trente, Aldermen, and the Chamberlain, &c.—100s.

And William Trente, Alderman, Gerard Orgoil, John Amize,
and Robert de Lenne mainprised the aforesaid Peter for saving
the Commonalty of the City harmless by obligation of their goods.

Friday after the Feast of St. Martin [11 Nov.], Thomas de
Cotum, salter, admitted, &c., before Nicholas de Farndone, John
de Wyndesore, and William de Leyre, Aldermen, and the
Chamberlain. To the Commonalty 1 mark, which the said
Thomas paid to the aforesaid Nicholas de Farndone and John
de Wyndesore, &c. For enrolment, 2s. 64.

Tuesday the octave of St. Martin [11 Nov.], Henry de Derby,
called “Halt,” ¢ gaunter,”* admitted, &c., before Nicholas de
Farendone, John de Wyndesore, and Henry de Dureme,
Aldermen, and the Chamberlain. He gives for the freedom
half a mark guze pauper.

The same day, Robert de Gloucestre, “ gaunter,” admitted,
&c., before the same. Gives 5s. guia pauper.

Laurence de Haddeham, tanner, admitted, &c., before the
same, inasmuch as it was testified by his neighbours that he
was sometime apprentice in the craft of a tanner. He gives to
the Commonalty 22s. 64.

The same day, Robert atte Yerde, “burser,””* admitted, &c.,
before the same—22s. 6d.

! Glover. | 2 Pouch-maker.
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The same day, Geoffrey Child, tanner, admitted before the
same—17s. 6d.

Wednesday after the Feast of St. Edmund, K. [20 Nov.],
3 Edward II. [a.p. 1309], John Bon Jon, tanner, admitted,
&c., before John de Wengrave, William de Leire, John de
Wyndesore, Nicholas de Farndone, and Henry de Dureme,
Aldermen, and Richard Poterel, the Chamberlain—§s.

The same day, Ralph de Arderne, skinner, admitted, &c.,
before the same—half a mark, paid to the said Aldermen.

Thursday the Feast of St. Edmund, K. [20 Nov.], Roger de
Donewiche, “peleter,” residing without Creplegate, admitted,
&é., before Nicholas de Farendone, John de Wyndesore, and
Henry de Dureme, Aldermen—10s.

21 Nov., Hugh de Lincoln, “ peleter,” admitted, &c., before
the same—half a mark.

The same day, John de Birmyngeham, cordwainer, admitted,
&c.—15s. 10d., which the aforesaid Aldermen received.

The same day, John de Bristoll, skinner, admitted, &c.,
‘before the aforesaid Aldermen—10s.

The same day, Nicholas de Wynchester, skinner, admitted,
&c., before the same—20s.

The same day, Thomas Fraunkelyn, skinner, admitted,
&c., before the same—20s., paid to the aforesaid Aldermen.

The same day, John le Gros, mercer, apprentice to John de
Monthaud, admitted, &c., before the same—=22s, 6d., because he

had not previously been enrolled.!

visa, ut apprenticiorum nomina abbre-
viarentur in papirio camere Gildawle
et eorum nomina qui ltbertatem dicte
civitatls emere voluerunt, in eodem
papirio insererentur ; et cujus nomen
non futt in dicto papirio libertate civi-
tatis privaretur (¢ Chron. Edward L
and IL’ [Rolls Series], i. 85, 86).
The reason for this was that many
persons boasted of being freemen of
the City when they were not freemen.

' It is not always clear whether an
extra fee was demanded for non-enrol-
ment of apprenticeship or for delay in
taking up the freedom after expiration
of term of service. The keeping
of a paper or roll of apprentices
and others admitted to the free- '
dom of the City in the Chamber of
the Guildhall appears to have been
begun in 1275, for in that year it is
recorded as follows: ZEodem: anno
quedam libertas in Londoniis fuit pro- |
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John “Gisorce,” Henry de Durham, William Servat, Nicholas
Picot, Simon de Paris, Aldermen, and Richard Potrel, the
Chamberlain. To the Commonalty 1 mark.

The same day, Simon Burgeys, cook of the Friars Minors,
admitted before the same, &c., at the instance of the Friars

* Minors, &c.—1I mark.

Tuesday after the Epiphany [6 Jan.], Richard de Burstowe,
¢ joignur,” admitted, &c., inasmuch as it was found by the old
paper of apprentices that he had been an apprentice of Stephen
le Joignur, had completed his term, and had left him lawfully.
And he gives for his discharge (exi?x) 2s. 6d. :

Tuesday after the Epiphany [6 Jan.], 3 Edward IL
[a.p. 1309-10], William de Chelgrave admitted, &c., before
Thomas Romain, the Mayor, Nicholas de Farendone, John de
Windesore, and Henry de Durham, Aldermen, at the instance
of the lord the King, &c. He gives nothing because admitted
at the instance of the lord the King, &c.

The same day, John Pope, ¢ uphelder,”* admitted, &c., before
the aforesaid Aldermen. To the Commonalty 1 mark.

Wednesday the morrow of St. Hillary [13 Jan.], John Mai,
“ joygnour,” late apprentice of John atte Hoke, admitted, &c.
He gives for his discharge 5s., because not previously enrolled.

The same day, Richard de Clodesale, late servant of William
Trente, Alderman, admitted, &c., at the instance of the said
William, with whom he stood and whom he faithfully served,
as the said William testifies—half a mark.

Friday after the Feast of St. Hillary [13 Jan.], John “of the
Nonnes ”” de Norhamptone, draper, admitted, &c., before Thomas
Romain, the Mayor, John de Windesore, John de Wengrave,
William Trente, Henry de Durham, and Nicholas Picot, Alder-
men, and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain—2 marks.

Monday after the Feast of St. Hillary [13 Jan.], William
Athewy, baker to the lord the King, admitted, &c., before
Thomas Romain, the Mayor, Nicholas de Farndone, John de
Wengrave, John de Windesore, Nigel Druri, Nicholas Picot,

! Upholder, upholsterer, or under-
taker, z.e., one who up-%olds or under-

takes to *“ furnish ” either your house
or funeral.
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The same day, William de Cantrebere, residing in Holle-
bourne, admitted, &c., before the aforesaid Aldermen—1 mark.

Wednesday after the octave of the Purification [2 Feb.],
Andrew de Wymbisshe, in co. Essex, residing near St. Martin
le Grand, admitted before Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, John
de Wyndesore and Henry de Durham, Aldermen—half a mark.

Thursday after the quinzaine of the Purification [2 Feb.],
William de Snattesham, tailor, admitted, &c., before John de
Windesore and Henry de Durham, Aldermen, and Richard
Potrel, the Chamberlain—7s. 6d.

The same day, Gervase Botyn, “ moellarius,”! admitted, &c.,
before the aforesaid Aldermen—40s. He finds sureties for
keeping the City harmless this side of the sea and beyond, being
an alien, viz., Richard de Dorkyng and Gilbert le Stokfissh-
mongere de Eldefisshestrete, who came and agreed to be his
sureties as aforesaid, &c.

Friday after the quinzaine of the Purification [2 Feb.], 3 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1309-10], Alan Gille de Somerletone,’ blader,
admitted, &c., before the Mayor and Aldermen—20s.

The same day, Henry de Goldenmordone,® ¢ chaundeler,”
admitted, &c.—22s. 6d.

Wednesday the morrow of St. Matthias, Ap. [24 Feb.],
Hamo de Rothing, valet of the lord the King, admitted, &c.,
before T[homas] Romayn, the Mayor, Nicholas de Farendone,
John de Wengrave, William de Leire, Richer de Refham,
Richard de Gloucestre, Henry de Durham, Geoffrey de
Conduit, John de Lincoln, William Servat, William Trente,
William Cosin, William de Combemartin, Simon Bolet, Richard
de Wirhale, and Henry de Durham [sic], Aldermen, and
Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, at the instance of the lord
the King. Gives nothing, &c.

The following Saturday, Richard atte Welle, fishmonger,
admitted before T[homas] Romayn, the Mayor, Nicholas de
Farndone, William de Coumbemartin, Thomas Sely, Aldermen,
and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain—20s.

! Perhaps a dauber. 3 Gilmorton, co, Leices.
2 Somerleyton, co. Suffolk.
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The same day, William de Machinge, “braceour,” admitted,  Farndone,

Wrill's de
&c., before the same—15s. 10d. Machinge.

On Ash Wednesday [4 March], Martin Squirel, ¢ pesshoner,” Lontis,
admitted, &c., before John de Wyndesore, Alderman, and ﬂé‘;’:ﬁ,’;ﬁ:
Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain—22s. 64.

The following Friday, John de Sevenok, baker, admitted Bradestrete,

q o /2 d
before Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain—20s. / ?;’ij;_ ?

The same day, John de Lesne, tailor, admitted, &c., before Bittinggesgase,
the same—I0s. Jol's de Lesne,

Tuesday in the first week of Lent, John de Donemowe, Pontis,
butcher of Estchepe, admitted, &c., before Henry de Durham, 2%
Alderman, and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain—22s. 6d.

The following Wednesday, Elyas Peres, vintner, admitted  FVinetrie,
before  Thomas Romayn, the Mayor, Richard de Gloucestre, 2 Lo
John Gisorce, William Trente, Henry de Gloucestre, Henry de
Durham, Geoffrey de Conduit, Simon de Paris, Aldermen, and
Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, at the instance of Walter de
Waldeshef, the King’s Butler—22s. 64. And the said Elyas
finds sureties for keeping the Commonalty of the City of London
harmless this side of the sea and beyond, viz., William Trente
and Walter {de] Waldeshef aforesaid, &c.

Thursday the Feast of St. Gregory [12 March], 3 Edward II.  ro. xiii.
[ap. 1309-10], John de Columbariis, horse dealer (mercator  rurndone,
equorum), admitted before the Mayor and John de Wyndesore, /600"1’1"”‘;7; e
Alderman, and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain. To the
Commonalty 1 mark e/ feodum.

The same day, Richard Sauvage, brewer, admitted, &c.,  Riardus
before the same—half a mark. Sauvage.

The same day, John de Wytleseye, “ quylter,” admitted, &c., _jorannes de
before the aforesaid Mayor and Alderman—gs. 24. Phiditesche)

The same day, Richard de Markham, clerk, admitted, &c., 15};;:123?&:{6
before the aforesaid Mayor and Alderman and Richard Potrel,  azrtiam.
the Chamberlain. To the Commonalty half a mark, because
admitted at the instance of Sir Robert de Bardelby.

Ripa K,
The same day, John de Wandlesworth, “ fener,” admitted, /fo¥es de
. Wandlesworth
&c., before the aforesaid Mayor and Aldermen—22s. 6d. fener.

E
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The same day, Elizabeth de Burnham admitted, &c., before

Thomas Romayn, the Mayor, and the other Aldermen aforesaid

—10s.
The same day, William de Bisshopestrowe admitted, &c.,
before the said Mayor and Aldermen and the Chamberlain—10s.
The same day, Robert Peticlerc de Reynham admitted, &c.,
before the aforesaid Aldermen—1 mark.

Tuesday after the Feast of the Annunciation B. M,
[25 March], Ralph de Clatford admitted, &c., before Thomas
Romayn, the Mayor, John de Wengrave, John de Windesore,
and Henry de Durham, Aldermen, and Richard Potrel, the
Chamberlain. He gives nothing, at the instance of the Lord
Bishop of Bath and Wells, as appears by the letters of the
said Bishop directed to the Mayor and Aldermen.

1 April, Henry de Norhamptone, ““ uphelder,” admitted before
Henry de Durham, Alderman, and Richard Potrel, the Chamber-
lain. To the Commonalty 155 10d.

The same day, Richard de Yetyng’, “uphelder,” admitted,
&c., before the aforesaid Mayor and Alderman—22s. 6d.

The same day, John de Notyngham, ¢ pheliper,” admitted,
&c., before the aforesaid Alderman and Chamberlain—22s. 6d.

2 April, Michael [le] Tapiser, called “ Pikarde,” admitted, &c.,
before Thomas Romain, the Mayor, John de Wyndesore, and
Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain—3s. And the said Michael found
sureties for his keeping the Commonalty of the City harmless,
viz., Nicholas de Cantebrege and Walter de Stebenhethe, &c.

Thursday before the Feast of St. Ambrose [4 April], 3 Ed-
ward IL [a.p. 1310], Simon de Chesthonte, “Bower de layne,”

! Cf. infra (fo. xxvi), ““Bowyere | ‘cradilbowes” is ‘‘cradilboudes” or

lanarum ” and ‘‘ Bowiere de lana.”
The editor of the ¢ Memorials * (Intro-
duction, p. xxii, note 2) suggests that
the trade was that of a maker of
““ cradilbowes” (whatever they may
be), to which he gives a reference in
Letter-Book F (fo. ccxxii b). Un-
fortunately, the word he reads as

¢ cradilbondes.” Doubtless Simon de
Chesthonte, like Roger de Keleseye,
Walter atte Frythe, and others, whom
we meet with later on, was occupied
with one of the numerous processes of
woollen cloth manufacture, although
which particular one it is difficult to
say.
E 2
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The same day, Master Richard de Wightham, mason of
London Bridge, admitted, &c., before the aforesaid Mayor,
Aldermen, and Chamberlain—half a mark.

Friday before the Feast of St. Dunstan [19 May], Hugh de
Hecheham, “lymeberner,” admitted, &c., before William de
Leire and Simon de Paris, Aldermen, and Richard Potrel, the
Chamberlain—half a mark.

Saturday before the Feast of St. Dunstan [19 May], 3 Ed-
ward IL [a.p. 1310], Thomas atte Yhorne de Kent, taverner,
admitted, &c., before the Mayor, Aldermen, and Richard
Potrel, the Chamberlain—22s5. 6d.

Wednesday the morrow of St. Dunstan [19 May], Hugh
Herre de Batesford, valet of Sir William de Carletone,
admitted, &c., before the Mayor, Henry de Durham, Alderman,
and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, at the instance of the
said Sir William. Gives nothing, &c.

Tuesday before the Ascension [28 May], Robert Pikard,
“chaucer,” admitted, &c., before the Mayor, John de Wan-
grave, William de Leire, John de Wyndesore, Aldermen, and
the Chamberlain—20s.

Wednesday the eve of the Ascension [28 May], Richard de
la Pole de Edelmetone, vintner, admitted, &c., before Thomas
Romayn, the Mayor, John de Wyndesore, Alderman, and
Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain—1 mark.

Thursday before Pentecost [7 June], Hugh de Playstede,
valet of the Earl of Gloucester, admitted before the Mayor
and Aldermen at the instance of the said Earl, who sent his
messenger, Thomas Springehuse—1 mark.

Saturday before the Feast of St. John Bapt. [24 June], John
de Eltesle, wine merchant, admitted, &c., before Thomas
Romayn, the Mayor, and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, at
the instance of Sir John de Crombewell—22s. 64.

Monday before the Feast of St. John Bapt. [24 June], Ralph,
son of Walter Fox de Malteby, mercer, admitted, &c., before
Thomas Romayn, the Mayor, Nicholas de Farndone, John de
‘Wengrave, Richard de Gloucestre, Henry de Gloucestre, Richard
de Willenhale, John de Wyndesors, William de Leire, and John

Bradestrete,
Mag’r Ric’s
de Wigtham.

Vinetrie,
Hugo de
Hecheham.

Fo. xiv b,

Bredestrete,
Zhomas aite
Yorne.

Hugo Herre
de Batesford.

Cordewaner-
strete,
Rob’s Pikard,
chaucer.

Douegate,
Ric’sdela Poles

Hugo de
Playstede.

Bradestrete,
Johannes de
Eltesle.

 Radulphas
Sl Walteri
Fox.,



Ricardus de

Ely, pesshoner.

Bradestrete,
Stneon de
Filby.
Bassieshawe,
Robertus de
Birtorn’.

Fo. xv.

Cordewaner-
strete,
Robertus de
Polmontre.

Billyngesgate, .

Ricardus le
Mitere.

Crepelgate,
Nicholaus de
Hestone.

Candelwitk,
Wills Fyniel,

“ Vinetria,”
Thont de
Barewe,

54 CALENDAR OF LETTER-BOOKS.

de Gisorce, Aldermen, and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, at
the instance of Sir William de Bristoue, &c. Gives nothing.

Tuesday the eve of St. John Bapt. [24 June], Richard de Ely,
“ pesshoner,” admitted before the Mayor, Nicholas de Farndone,
Alderman, and the Chamberlain—22s. 64.

The same day, Simon de Filby, wine merchant, admitted, &c.
—22s. 6d.

Saturday after the Feast of Nativity of St. John Bapt.
[24 June], Robert de Birton’, late apprentice of John de
Roystone, “ceinturer,” admitted, &c., before Richard Potrel,
the Chamberlain, inasmuch as it was found in the paper of
apprentices in the Ward of Colemanstrete, anno 27 Edward I.,
that the aforesaid Robert was enrolled; and because he did
not make his exit immediately after his apprenticeship, he gives
to the Commonalty half a mark.

Sunday before the Feast of Translation of St. Thomas the
Martyr [7 July], 3 Edward II. [a.p. 1310], Robert de Polmontre,
hosier (caligarius), admitted, &c., before Sir Thomas Romayn,
the Mayor, Richard de Gloucestre, William de Leyre, and John
de Gisorce, Aldermen, and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, at
the instance of William de Halwelle, Marshal of the King’s
Hall (aula), &c.—1 mark.

Wednesday the Feast of Translation of St. Swithin [15 July],
4 Edward II. [a.p. 1310], Richard le Miter, baker, admitted, &c.,
before Sir Thomas Romayn, the Mayor, Nicholas de Farndone
and other Aldermen [not named], Richard Potrel then being
Chamberlain—22s. 64.

Tuesday after the Feast of Translation of St. Benedict
(11 July], Nicholas de Hestone, currier, admitted, &c., before
Sirs Nicholas de Farndone, John de Wyndesore, and Simon de
Paris, Aldermen, and the aforesaid Chamberlain—10s.

The same day, William Fyniel de Wyndesore, sword-smith
(gladiarius), admitted, &c.—10s.

Thursday after the Feast of St. Mary Magdalen [22 July],
Thomas de Barewe, vintner, residing with William de Bodele,
admitted, &c., before John de Wyndesore, Alderman, and
Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain—20s.



LETTER-BOOK D. 55

Friday the eve of St. James [25 July], Jordan le Peyntur de
Canterbury admitted, &c., before John de Wengrave, William
Trente, John de Wyndesore, Nicholas de Farndone, Aldermen,
and Richard Poterel, the Chamberlain—half a mark.

The following Monday, William Aleyn de Waltham, “ corde-
waner,” admitted, &c., before Sir Nicholas Picot, Alderman,
and the aforesaid Chamberlain—1 mark.

Friday before the Feast of St. Peter ad Vincula [1 Aug.],
Walter de Elnestowe, merchant, admitted, &c., before Thomas
Romayn, Mayor, Nicholas de Farndone, John de Wengrave,
John de Wyndesores, William Trente, William Servat, John [de]
Gysorz, [and] Nicholas Picot, Aldermen. Gives nothing because
admitted at the instance of John de Pelham, the King’s avener'
(avenarius).

‘Wednesday after the same Feast, Geoffrey Giffard, poulterer,
admitted before the Mayor, Aldermen, and the Chamberlain—
I5s. 10d.

Thursday before the Feast of St. Laurence [10 Aug.], 4 Ed-
ward II. [aD. 1310], William de Wrotham, baker, who stood
with John le Clerk de Donmawe, baker, admitted, &c., in the
presence of William de Leire, Alderman, and Richard Poterel,
the Chamberlain—15s. 10d.

The following day, John de Warle, brother of Sir ¢ Ingelram”
de Warle, admitted, &c., in the presence of Sirs Thomas
Romayn, the Mayor, Nicholas de Farndone, John de Wangrave,
Richer de Refham, John de Wyndlesore, William de Combe-
martyn, and Henry de Gloucestre, Aldermen, and Richard
Poterel, the Chamberlain. And at the instance of the said Sir
“Ingelram,” he pays nothing for the freedom, &c.

Wednesday after the Feast of St. Laurence [10 Aug.], John
de Chestretone, baker, admitted, &c., before the aforesaid
Mayor, Aldermen, and Chamberlain—15s. 104.

Friday the eve of the Assumption B. M. [15 Aug.], John
Sterneberewe, of Alemain, admitted, &c., before Sirs Thomas
Romayn, the Mayor, John de Wengrave, Nicholas de Farndone,
John de Wyndesore, Simon de Paris, and John de Lyncoln,

! Purveyor of oats.
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the Chamberlain, at the instance of Dame Margery de Basynge.
And the said Roland found sureties for keeping the Commonalty
of the City harmless, viz., the aforesaid Dame Margery and
Reginald her son. Gives nothing.

Friday after the Feast of the Exaltation of Holy Cross Cordwaner-
[14 Sept.], John de Oxleye, nephew of John de la Chaumbre, ];;ZZL;;’”
clerk,' admitted, &c., before T[homas] Rom[ayn], the Mayor, ¢ OxZe.
Jlohn] de Wengrave, Nicholas de Farndone, W[illiam] de
Leire, John de Wyndesore, William Servat, Richard de
Gloucestre, Aldermen, and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, at
the instance of the aforesaid John de la Chaumbre. And there-
fore gives nothing.

Saturday before the Feast of St. Matthew, Ap. [21 Sept.], John Pontis,
Lyon, “forbishour,” admitted, &c., before T[homas] Romayn, the  /* "]/;‘Z:l”“
Mayor, John de Wengrave, John de Lincoln, and William Trente,

Aldermen, and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain—22s. 64.

Monday the eve of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 4 Edward II.  Fo. xvib.

[ap. 1310], John de Schadeworth, clerk, admitted, &c., before  _/¢az,,
Thomas Romayn, the Mayor, Nicholas de Farndone, John de S/(‘;I/la‘z;,zf;r%
Wengrave, John de Wyndesore, William de Leyre, William
Servad, Nicholas Pykot, William Cosyn, Thomas Sely, Simon
Bolet, John de Lincoln, Nigel Drury, Simon de Paris, William
Trente, Aldermen, Peter de Blakeneye and Simon de Corp,
Sheriffs. And it was granted to the said John by the aforesaid
Mayor and Aldermen that he should have of the Chamber of
the City each year 40s., to be received at Michaelmas and
Easter, for life, &c.

Wednesday the morrow of St. Michael [29 Sept.], Walter de  cordewaner-
Frogwelle admitted, &c., before the aforesaid Mayor and Alder- W;Z;%} B
men at the instance of the said Mayor. And he gives nothing.  Zragwell.

The following day, Elyas de Wodebern, tailor, admitted, &c., Fori,

before the Mayor, Aldermen, and Chamberlain—15s. 104. ;,’ijﬁfgeﬁfﬁ
Tuesday in the octave of St. Michael [29 Sept.], Richard le  Ricardus Ze

Freynshe, “bokeler,” admitted before T[homas] Romayn, the Lreynshe.

Mayor, John de Wyndesore and John de Lincoln, Aldermen— -

155, 10d.
+3 Z,
! John, Clerk of the Chamber of the Guildhall, otherwise John de Camera. ”c‘k
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&c., before Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, for that the said
John testified that the said Alexander had faithfully served him
and completed his term of apprenticeship, &c. Gives for his
exit 4s. His ingress appears in the second paper of apprer-
tices in the Ward of Creplegate, anno 35.

Saturday after the Feast of St. Martin [11 Nov.], 3 Edward IL.
[a.p. 1309], Walter de Haddeham, late apprentice of John de
Haddeham, tanner, admitted, &c., before Richard Potrel, the
Chamberlain, for that Hawysia, the widow and executrix of the
said John, and Richard Ussher, her co-executor, testified that
the said Walter had faithfully served the said John and com-
pleted his term. He gives to the Commonalty for his exit, and
because he trafficked after the end of his term and before
admission, 5s. His ingress appears in the second paper of
apprentices in the Ward of Ludegate and Neugate, anno 2q.

Tuesday before the Feast of St. Edmund, K. [20 Nov.],
Walter, son of John de Boys, late apprentice of Richard Horn,
ironmonger, admitted, &c., before Nicholas de Farendone, John
de Wyndesore, and Henry de Dureme, Aldermen, and Richard
Potrel, the Chamberlain, for that the said Richard came and
testified that the said Walter had faithfully served him, and he
(the said Richard) quitclaimed him for the whole time of his
apprenticeship. For his entrance (in#rottus) 7s. 6d. because not
previously enrolled, the money being received by the aforesaid
Aldermen, and the Chamberlain not accountable for the same.

‘Wednesday after the Feast of St. Edmund, K. [20 Nov.],
Walter de Mondene, late apprentice of Geoffrey de Houndes-
diche, admitted, &c., for that it was found by the paper of
apprentices in the Ward of Bisshopesgate that he acknow-
ledged himself an apprentice of the said Geoffrey, and that
he had completed his term. For his exit 2s. 6. paid to the
Aldermen.

Thursday the Feast of St. Edmund, K. [20 Nov.], ‘Walter
Crompe de “Brokesburne,” haymonger, late apprentice of
William de “ Brokesbourne,” haymonger, admitted, &c., for
that it was testified by the oath of good men of the neighbour-
hood that the said Walter had been apprentice of the said
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William for a term of seven years, had completed his term,
and had lawfully left his master. And because not previously
enrolled he gives to the Commonalty 6s. 84., which R[ichard]
Potrel received.

The same day, Dyonisius le Feyner (z.e., haymonger), late
apprentice of Dyonisius le Feyner, ¢ junior,” of Grascherche,
admitted, &c., before Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, for that
it was testified by good men of the neighbourhood that he had
stood with the aforesaid Dyonisius for seven years as appren-
tice, had completed his term, and had lawfully left his master.
To the Commonalty 15s5. 10d. because not previously enrolled,
which sum Richard Potrel received.

The same day, Richard atte Lane de Chabeham came before
the Chamberlain and acknowledged himself apprentice of John
de Taleword, woodmonger, for a term of five years from
Michaelmas last, &c., and had stood with him for the last two
years as apprentice—z2s. 6d.

The same day, Gilbert atte Dene de Horsleghe came before
the Chamberlain and acknowledged himself apprentice to the
above John for a term of seven years from Christmas, anno
1 Edward I[.—2s. 6d.

Monday the morrcw of St. Clement, Pope [23 Nov.], John
Lefhog, chandler, late apprentice of Hugh de Shoreham,
chandler, admitted to the freedom of the City, &c. And because
the written agreement of the apprenticeship of the said John
was destroyed at the end of the term, the said Hugh and other
trustworthy men made oath before the Chamberlain that the
aforesaid John had been his apprentice for seven years, &c.
To the Commonalty for ingress and exit 10s. because not pre-
viously enrolled, the money being received by the Aldermen.

John Pymme, late apprentice of Robert le Callere, mercer
(mercerarius), admitted to the freedom of the City in the presence
of Thomas Romayn, the Mayor, John de Wengrave, William
de Leyre, Geoffrey de Conduit, John de Wyndesore, Henry de
Durham, Aldermen, and sworn, &c., before Richard Potrel, the
Chamberlain, &c., for that it was testified by good and trusty
men that he had been an apprentice of the said Robert for
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years with the said Robert, who bequeathed the term of
apprenticeship to the aforesaid Isabella. For his ingress 2s. 6d.

Wednesday before the Feast of Purification B. M. {2 Feb.}
came Richard “Osebern” before Johnde Wyndesore and Richard
Potrel, the Chamberlain, and acknowledged himself apprentice
of William le Kyng, butcher, for a term of six years, &c., and
that he had then stood with the said William one year—a2s. 64.

Friday before the same Feast, Richard de Finchingfeld,
“chaundeler,” late apprentice of Reginald le Chaundeler,
admitted to the freedom, &c., before Richard Potrel, the Cham-
berlain, at the instance of Sir Roger le Brabansoun, and on the
testimony of good men that he had faithfully served his master,
&c. Half a mark because not previously enrolled.

The same day, Richard de Honesdone, ¢ chaundeler,” late
apprentice of Richard de Erefeld, chandler, admitted to the
freedom, &c., for that it was testified by good men that he had
faithfully served his master, &c.—half a mark.

The same day, Hervey Noteman, late apprentice of Thomas
de Hales, woodmonger (buscarius), admitted to the freedom,
&c., before R[ichard] Potrel, the Chamberlain, for that the said
Thomas testified that the said Hervey had faithfully served him,
&c.—2s. 6d. His ingress appears in the paper of apprentices in
the Ward of Castle Baynard, anno 30.

The same day, Thomas de Lodene, late apprentice of
Thomas de Hales, admitted for the reason aforesaid—2s. 64.
His ingress appears in the paper aforesaid.

Saturday before the Purification [2 Feb.], William, son of
Richard de Brockesle, late apprentice of Walter Godesone,
cooper, admitted to the freedom, &c., before the Chamberlain,
for that the said Walter testified, &c.—5s. because not previously
enrolled.

Tuesday the morrow of the Purification [2 Feb.], 3 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1309-10], came John de Craye before Richard
Potrel, the Chamberlain, and acknowledged himself apprentice
of Simon de Paris, mercer, for a term of six years from Easter
next, and that he had then stood with the said Simon the last
two years—z2s. 64. His egress (egressus) appears in the White
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was admitted to the freedom, &c., for that Juliana, late wife o
Richard de Rikinhale, came and testified that the said Stephen
had stood with her as an apprentice for the last seven years,
and had served her faithfully, &c. For his exit 25s. 6d. His
ingress appears in the second paper of apprentices in the Ward
of Castle Baynard, anno 33 Edward L

On Ash Wednesday [4 March], John, son of Robert Baret,
late apprentice of Roger le Paumer, admitted to the freedom,
&c., before the Chamberlain, for that the said Roger came and
testified that the said John had faithfully served him for ten
years, &c. For his exit 2s. 64. His ingress appears in the
second paper of apprentices in the Ward of Bredestrete, anno 29.

The same day, John “o the Slade ” de Nasestok, late appren-
tice of John de Dodingherst, chandler, admitted to the freedom,
&c., before the Chamberlain, for that his master testified that
he had faithfully served him for seven years and more as an
apprentice, &c.—5s. because not previously enrolled, &c.

The same day, Henry de Thorpe acknowledged himself
apprentice of the above John de Dodingherst for a term of
seven years from Midsummer last—2s. 6d.

The next day, Simon de Abytone de co. Cambr. came before
the Mayor, Aldermen, and the Chamberlain, and acknowledged
himself apprentice of Reginald de Abitone, ironmonger, for a
term of eight years from Christmas last—2s. 64.

The same day, John, son of “Saman” [le] “Knyfsmyth,” ad-
mitted to the freedom, &c., before the Mayor and Aldermen, for
that it was found by an old paper that he had stood with Stephen
atte Holte for a term of ten years from Christmas, 16 Ed-
ward II. [sic], and the aforesaid Stephen came and testified that
the said John had faithfully served his term, &c.—2s. 6d.

Monday in the first week of Lent came Stephen, son of John
de Burstowe, before Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, and
acknowledged himself apprentice of Richard Horn, fishmonger,
for a term of ten years from Easter last—2s. 6d.

Tuesday in the first week of Lent, 3 Edward IL [a.p. 1309
1310], John de Staundone, cornmonger (d/adarzus),admitted to the
freedom, &c., for that he had been apprentice of Agnes de Evre,

exitus.

Bredstrete,
Jol'’s fil’
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Johannes
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Jok’is de
Burstowe.
ingressus.

Fo. xlii.
Castr’
Baynardi,
Johannes de
Stanndone.












LETTER-BOOK D. 113

Saturday after the Feast of Annunciation B. M. {25 March],
Richard, son of Robert South de Cove, acknowledged himself
apprentice of John Froylle, ¢ cirger,” for a term of eight years
from Easter last. For his ingress 2s. 64.

Saturday after the Feast of Annunciation B. M. [25 March],
3 Edward IL [a.p. 1310], Benedict de Eldynge, “ bureler,” of
Candelwykstrate,! late apprentice of Roger de Mereworth,
admitted to the freedom, &c., for that Thomas de Waledene
and William Morice, burellers, testified before John de Winde-
sore and Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, that the said Benedict
had faithfully served the said Roger as his apprentice and had
lawfully withdrawn himself—10s.

The same day, John, son of Geoffrey le Chapman de Stow-
market, came before the Chamberlain and acknowledged him-
self apprentice of William Bought, called “ Gernon,” glover,
for a term of ten years from Christmas, anno 2 Edward II.
For his ingress 2s. 6d.

Monday before the Feast of St. Ambrose, Bp. [4 April],
came Walter, son of William le Milnere de Essex, before

Farndone.

Fo. xliii.

Walebroke,
Benedictus
de Eldyng’.

For’,
Jol's il
Galfridi le
Chapman.

IWalterus fil”
17200 le
Milnere.

R[ichard] Potrel, the Chamberlain, and acknowledged himself °

apprentice of John Cob, butcher, for a term of seven years from
Easter last—a2s. 6d.

The same day, Salomon de Waltham acknowledged himself
apprentice of Roger de Waltham, butcher, for a term of seven
years from Easter last—2s. 6d.

Tuesday after the Feast of Annunciation B. M. [25 March],
Robert de Biri, taverner, late apprentice of Walter le Corne-
walissh, admitted to the freedom, &c., before the Mayor,
Aldermen, and Chamberlain, for that good men of the neigh-
bourhood ot the Vintry testified that the said Robert had stood
with the said Walter as his apprentice for seven years and more,
and that he had faithfully served his time, &c.—10s. becau

o

Pontis,
Salomon
de Waltham.

Vinety’,
Rob’s de Biri,.

taverner.

N T

not previously enrolled. , L

! Candlewick or Canwick (now | penny” (or ¢ Lackpenny”), whose
Cannon) Street was at one time the | first visit to the City causes him many
central locality of the cloth trade. | surprises:—

Thus John Lydgate, the poet, puts | Then went I forth by London stone
the following lines into the mouth of | Throughout all Canwyke strete ;
the countryman, ‘ London Lycke | Drapers mutch cloth me offred anone.

I
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1 April, William Hastinge de “Caston’,” butcher, late appren-
tice of Martin de Dullyngham, admitted to the freedom, &c.,
before Richard Potrel, the Chamberlain, for that it was found
by a paper of apprentices that he had been an apprentice of
the said Martin. And the executors of the said Martin testified
that the said William had faithfully served the said Martin, &c.
—2s5. 6d. His ingress appears in a paper of apprentices in the
Ward of Alegate, anno 29 Edward L

The same day came Hugh, son of Peter [de] ¢ Chanceux”
de Stokes, and acknowledged himself apprentice of Stephen de
Hakeneye, “ pheliper,” for a term of eight years from Michael-
mas last—a2s. 6d.

John, son of Hubert le Smyth de Herlawe, acknowledged
himself apprentice of Robert le Chaundeler, residing within the
gate of Creplegate, for a term of three years from Midsummer
last, &c., and he had then stood with the said Robert for four
years past—5s. because not previously enrolled.

Thursday before the Feast of St. Ambrose, Bp. [4 April],
Henry, son of Henry de Feltham, currier, late apprentice of

- John de Byfold and of Alice, widow of the same, by legacy,

admitted to the freedom, for that the said Alice testified that the
said Henry had faithfully served the said John when alive and
herself after his death for seven years, and thereon showed a
writing of agreement testifying the same, &c. To the Com-
monalty 5s. 64. because not previously enrolled, and he will pay
2s. at Easter by mainprise of Humphrey de Shoreham, clerk.
Afterwards paid.

Saturday the Feast of St. Ambrose [4 April], 3 Edward II.
[a.p. 1310], came Henry, son of Thomas de Lifdene, before
R[ichard] Potrel, the Chamberlain, and acknowledged himself
apprentice of John de Lyndeseye, “ chaundeler,” for six years
from the Feast of St. Peter ad Vincula, and that he had then
stood with the said John one year, &c. For his ingress 2s. 64,

Monday after the Feast of St. Ambrose [4 April], Robert
Swift, tanner, admitted to the freedom, &c., being late appren-
tice of William de Haddeham, called “le Little,” for that
Richard Ussher and other good men testified that the said
Robert had served the said William for three years, and that
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The same day, Simon de “Flechamstede” acknowledged
himself apprentice of Robert de Alegate,  pottere,” for a term
of six years from Easter next, and he had then stood with the
said Robert one year—a2s. 6d.

The same day, Elyas de Dene, “ chaucer,” late apprentice of
John de Flaundene, ¢ chaucer,” admitted to the freedom, é&c.,
before Henry de Durham and John de Lincoln, Aldermen. To
the Commonalty for his exit, because not enrolled immediately
after the end of his term, half a mark and no more because he
had long borne the burdens of the City. His ingress appears
in the old paper of apprentices in the Ward of Bisshopesgate,
anno 22 [Edward L].

The same day, Elias de Salle, son of Walter Amy, late
apprentice of John de Salle, “ chapeler,” admitted to the free-
dom, &c., before the above Aldermen. For his exit §s. and no
more because his ingress appears in the old paper of appren-
tices in the Ward of Farndone, anno 21 {Edward 1.].

Wednesday after the Feast of St. Matthias [24 Feb.] came
Thomas de Leuee [Levee ?] before the Mayor and Aldermen
and acknowledged himself apprentice of Luke de Haverynge,
the Chamberlain, for a term of ten years from Easter last. He
gives nothing because pardoned by the Mayor.

The same day came John, son of Walter Wolvyne de
Writle, before the Chamberlain and acknowledged himself an
apprentice of Richard de Woborne, hosier (caligari), for a
term of two years from Easter next; and the said ]dhn had
then stood with the said Richard for five years past, as appeaﬁ‘
by a writing—5s. because not previously enrolled. ,

5 March, 4 Edward IL [a.p. 1310-11], came John Wavelok
de Abytone, co. Cambr., before the Chamberlain and acknow-
ledged himself apprentice of Elyas de Salle, mercer, for a
term of seven years from Michaelmas, anne 3 Edward II.—
2s. 6d.

Saturday before the Feast of St. Gregory [12 March], Simon,
son of Simon de “ Maitham,” acknowledged himself apprentice
of John de “Meitham” for a term of sixteen years from
Christmas last—2s. 6d.






























144 CALENDAR OF LETTER-BOOKS.

Will’s de The same day, William de Totenham, tanner, late apprentice
Totentam. o John de Hakeneye, admitted to the freedom, &c.—half a
mark because not admitted immediately after the end of his
term. i
?/';5:2511 /{Z The same day came Simon, son of Walter de Roweneye,
Roweneye.  before the Chamberlain and acknowledged himself apprentice
of Richard de Chigenhale, ““formager,” for a term of eight
years from the Feast of All Saints last. For his ingress 2s. 6d.
C;Z;Z:;I;ézi ’ 8 May, Adam de Cobhamberi, late apprentice of Richard de
" Chigenhale, admitted to the freedom before Henry de Durem,
Nicholas Pikot, and Simon de Paris, Aldermen, for that the
said Richard testified that the said Adam stood with him
as apprentice for seven years—j5s. because not enrolled imme-
diately after the end of his term.
Z{;/é;iio{jfi 10 May, John de Browewode, late apprentice of John Fairhode,
" admitted to the freedom, &c., before Richer de Refham, the
Mayor, Thomas Romayn, Nicholas Pikot, Henry de Durham,
Nigel Drury, and William Servat, Aldermen, for that the said
John Fairhode testified that the said John had faithfully served
him as apprentice for the last ten years, &c. His ingress
appears in the paper of apprentices, anno 28 Edward 1, in the
‘Ward of Castle Baynard. For his egress 2s. 64.
Godefridus e 12 May, Godfrey de Massyngham, late apprentice of John
Massyngham- pekard, came before the aforesaid Mayor and Aldermen and
acknowledged that he would remain and serve Alice, late wife
of the said John, as apprentice for a term of five years from
Michaelmas last, and the said Godfrey had stood with the said
John two years past—s5s.
Ricardus Monday before the Feast of the Ascension [20 May] came
Aymesman.  Richard Kynesman de Kynggestone before Luke de Haverynge,
the Chamberlain, and acknowledged himself apprentice of
William Kynesman de Kynggestone, blader, for a term of
seven years from Midsummer last—2s. 6d.
¥o. Ivb. 27 May, 4 Edward II. [a.p. 1311], came Elyas Pikeman, son
Elyas of Richard Anketyn, before the Chamberlain and acknowledged
Pikteman.  himself apprentice of William Pikeman for a term of five years
from Easter last, and he had then stood (sfeferat) with the said
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William the last two years, as appears by a certain writing.
For his ingress 2s. 64.

The same day, Robert de Astone acknowledged himself
apprentice of Walter Olyver, ‘stokfisshmongere,” for a term
of six years from Easter last, and he then stood with the said
Walter one year—z2s. 6d.

The same day, Geoffrey de Burnham acknowledged himself
apprentice of Richard de Bromyerde, mercer, for a term of
seven years from Easter last—a2s. 6d.

Monday the morrow of H. Trinity [6 June] came John de
Sharpenho before the Mayor and Chamberlain and acknow-
ledged himself apprentice of Hugh de Hereford, saddler, for a
term of seven years from Easter next—2s. 64.

The next day, John, son of John de Bosco de Stoke, clerk, late
apprentice of Master Robert de Corvedale, admitted to the
freedom, &c., before Richer de Refham, the Mayor, and Luke
de Haverynge, the Chamberlain. For having the freedom, 2s. 64.

The following Friday, Thomas atte Brome de Iseldone, late
apprentice of William le Kyng, ¢ kissere,” admitted to the
freedom, &c., before Sir Richer de Refham, the Mayor, John
de Wengrave, Henry de Durham, and Simon de Paris, Alder-
men, and Luke de Haverynge, the Chamberlain, for that Thomas,
son of the aforesaid William, to whom the said William had
bequeathed the term of apprenticeship of the said Thomas atte
Brome, testified that the latter had faithfully served his term—
5s5. because not enrolled at the end of his term. His ingress
appears in the paper of apprentices, anno 30 Edward I, in the
‘Ward of Chepe.

The same day, Philip Goldynge, late apprentice of Isabella
Pikot, admitted to the freedom, &c., before the Chamberlain,
for that the said Isabella testified that the said- Philip stood
with her as apprentice for eight years, as appears by the paper
of apprentices in the Ward of Creplegate, anno 30 Edward 1.,
and by writing indented, &c. For his egress 2s. 6.

Saturday after the Feast of H. Trinity [6 June], 4 Edward IL
[a.p. 1311], Ralph Whitynge, late apprentice of John de Schor-

diche le Cirger-de London, admitted to the freedom, &c., before
L
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LETTER-BOOK D. 149

The same day, James, son of William de Plumstede, “for-
mager,” late apprentice of the above Thomas de Writle, admitted
to the freedom, &c., in like manner—a2s. 64.

The same day, John, son of Adam Noblepas de Chigenhale,
came before the Chamberlain and acknowledged himself appren-
tice of Adam de Cobhambery, “formager,” for a term of fourteen
years from Easter last—2s. 6d.

Tuesday after the Feast [of Translation] of St. Benedict
[11 July], 5 Edward II. [a.p. 1311], John “Greylonde,” late
apprentice of Robert “Graylaund,” admitted to the freedom
&c., before Henry de Durham and Simon de Paris, Aldermen,
for that it was found by the old paper of apprentices, anno
16 Edward I., in the Ward of Langburne, that he had stood
with the said Robert eight years as apprentice, and it was
testified by good men of the Ward that he had lawfully with-
drawn himself from his master. For his egress 5s.

The same day, Hamo de Chepe, called “Le Long,” late
apprentice of Gilbert le Long, “ pessoner,” admitted to the
freedom, &c., before Henry de Durham, Simon de Paris, and
Nicholas Pycot, Aldermen, for that it was testified by good men
of the Ward of Walebroke that he had stood with the said
Gilbert eight years, &. And because he had long borne the
burdens of the City—half a mark.

The same day, Elyas de Micheham, late apprentice of Isabella,
late wife of Roger de Ware, admitted to the freedom, &c., before
the aforesaid Aldermen, for that it was found by the old paper
of apprentices, anno 21 [Edward L.], femp. William “ de Betonia,”
late Chamberlain, that the said Elyas stood with the said Isabella
as apprentice seven years, and it was testified by good men of
the Ward of Bridge that he had completed his term, &c. His
ingress appears in the old paper of apprentices, anno 21, in the
‘Ward of Bridge—s5s.

Thursday before the Feast of St. Margaret [20 July], John
de “Bramlaye,” “pesshoner,” late apprentice of Richard de
Chiggewell, admitted to the freedom, &c., before Henry de
Durham, Simon de Paris, and Simon Bolet, Aldermen, and
Luke de Haverynge, Chamberlain, for that Johanna, widow
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appears in the old paper of apprentices in the Ward of Farn-
done, anno 4 Edward L. [s«]. For his ingress' now 5s.

_ Robert atte Mark de Draytone, late apprentice of Roger de
Ely, fishmonger, admitted to the freedom, &c., before John
de Wengrave and Simon de Paris, Aldermen, for that the said
Roger testified that the said Robert had stood (stefera) with
him eight years as apprentice, and two years had been remitted,
&c. His ingress appears in the paper of apprentices, Zemp.
Richard Potrel, Chamberlain, in the Ward of Bredestrete, anno
33 Edward I.—j5s. because admitted before the end of his term.

The same day came Richard, son of Richard le Fisshere de
Deneham, before the aforesaid Aldermen and acknowledged
himself apprentice of Robert de Stratford, fishmonger, for a
term of ten years from Michaelmas last. For his ingress 2s. 6d.

Wednesday after the Feast of St. James [25 July], Thomas
de Mangrave, late apprentice of Richard le Barber de Brede-
strete, admitted, &c., before William de Leire, Alderman, and
Luke de Haverynge, the Chamberlain, for that Katherine,
widow and executrix of the said Richard, and Robert de Glou-
cestre her co-executor, testified that the said Thomas had stood
with the said Richard twelve years as apprentice, as appears
by the paper of apprentices, Zemp. Nicholas Pikot, Chamberlain,
anno 28 Edward I. For his egress 2s. 6d.

Friday after the Feast of St. James [25 July], 5 Edward IL
[ap. 1311], Philip, called ¢ Giffard,” acknowledged himself
apprentice of William de Brokele, cooper (cupar’), for a term
of six years from Easter last. For his ingress 2s. 6d.

The same day, Richard, son of John de Kent, acknowledged
himself apprentice of Henry atte Lanende for a term of seven
years from Christmas last, as appears by a writing, &c.—2s. 6d.

Tuesday after the Feast of St. Peter ad Vincula [1 Aug.],
Richard de Wodeford, late apprentice of John de Wodeford,
admitted to the freedom, &c., before Nicholas de Farendone,
Nicholas Picot, and Simon Bolet, Aldermen, for that the said
John testified that the said Richard stood with him five years as
apprentice, and he (John) had released the rest of his term,

! Ingressu; probably a mistake for exzfu or egressu.

Rob's atte
DMarke.

Ricus fil’
Ric7 Fisshera,

Thont ae
Mangrave.

Fo. lviii b.

Philippus
Gyflard.

Ricus fil’
Jolis de Kent.

Ricus de
Waodeford.





















Ricus fil’

Galfridi Tan.

Ricus fil’
Rici Versser.

Fo. Ixib.

Radulphus
Ji Jok’is

« de Farueham.

Ricardus
Baynard.

Jokes fil’
Godwyni.

JSokes Phelip.

158 CALENDAR OF LETTER-BOOKS,

Alice his wife for eight years, as appearsin the paper of appren-
tices in the Ward of Langbourne, anno 33 Edward I. For
his egress ss.

Wednesday after the Feast of All Saints [1 Nov.] came
Richard, son of Geoffrey Tan de “ Fakenam,” before the Cham-
berlain and acknowledged himself apprentice of Nicholas Picot,
Alderman, for a term of eight years from Michaelmas last.
He gives nothing for ingress because apprentice of an Alder-
man. Afterwards on the decease of his master he became
apprentice of Robert atte More, mercer, for a term of seven
years from Easter, anno 6 Edward IL, with the assent of the
executors of the said Nicholas, &c., as appears in the White
Book of apprentices.

Friday after the same Feast came Richard, son of Richard
“le” Veisser de Hardlustone, before the same and acknowledged
himself apprentice of William de Oxford, cordwainer, for a
term of seven years from the Feast of St. Leonard [6 Nov.]
last. This recognizance was made in the presence of his father.
For his ingress 2s. 6d. L

Tuesday before the Feast of St. Martin [11 Nov.], 5 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1311], came Ralph, son of John de Farneham
de Rippele, before the Chamberlain and acknowledged himself
apprentice of Roger de Bernes for a term of ten years from
Christmas last. For his ingress 2s. 64.

The same day came Richard Baynard de St. Osythe before
the same and acknowledged himself apprentice of William de
Gartone, mercer, for a term of six years from Easter, anno 4
[Edward IL.], and he had then stood with the said William one
year—a2s. 6d.

Saturday after the same Feast came John, son of Godwyn de
Westgate, before the same and acknowledged himself appren-
tice of John de Swyftlynge, mercer, for a term of seven years
from Michaelmas last—2s. 64.

The same day came John Phelyp before the same and
acknowledged himself apprentice of John Christian, “ gaunter,”
for a term of seven years from Christmas next—a2s. 64.

Monday after the Feast of St. Martin- [11 Nov.] came
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been accustomed to be done in like case. Witness ourself at
Westminster the 28th day of October, the first year of our reign.
Fo. lxxvii b. Monday before the Feast of St. Gregory [12 March], 10 Ed-
ward II. [a.p. 1316-17], came Laurencia and Agnes, daughters
of John le Long, being under age and in the custody of Thomas
Lemman by order of the Mayor and Aldermen, and complained
before Stephen de Abyndone, the Mayor, and the rest of the
Aldermen, of the said Thomas having wasted their goods, &c.
Thereupon the said Thomas and Robert de Maryny and William
Bernard his mainpernors were summoned to attend to render
an account, and William de Leire, Robert de Keleseye, and
Elyas de Suffolk, Aldermen, were appointed auditors. The said
. Thomas is found to be in arrears to the extent of £22 12s. 3d.,
and he absconds. Afterwards, viz., on Friday the Feast of
St. George [23 April], the year aforesaid, came the aforesaid
mainpernors, as well as the parents [s/c] and friends of the said
children, and it was agreed, with permission of the Mayor and
Aldermen, that one of the mainpernors should pay one moiety
and the other the other moiety. Afterwards,viz.,onSaturdayafter
the Feast of the Purification [2 Feb.], anno 10 [Edward II.] [si«],
came Roger Alnard, uncle of the aforesaid Laurencia, and on
his request is appointed her guardian, Andrew Bronne, “ferroun,”
and William Godyng being his mainpernors.

TRy, it Saturday after the Feast of St. Michael [29 Sept.], 3 [Ed-
Manucapeio  Wward IL], [a.Dp. 1309], Reginald le Bokeler found pledges, viz.,
P:;’,pi‘;‘}ﬁ;”df Geoffrey de Bradelegh, “bokeler,” and William le Foundour,
redd’ filiar  to answer for the property of Massia, Johanna, and Cristina,

Katine att ! :
”;/,fo;,:_ °  children of the late Katherine atte Cherche, quo et quando, &c.

Custodia Saturday after the Feast of St. Martin [11 Nov.], 3 Edward II.
ﬂ/[:‘;f‘z’;‘; ;él, [a.p. 1309], the guardianship of Johanna and Matilda, daughters
quond’ Thom® of Thomas Pourte, deceased, being under age, was committed
Pourte. to Cristina their mother by Thomas Romayn, the Mayor, John
de Wengrave, John de Wyndesore, William de Leire, Simon

de Paris, Nicholas Pikot, Richard de Gloucestre, and Henry de

Dureme, Aldermen, together with the said children’s goods,

&c., viz., Johanna’s goods, a mazer worth os., six silver spoons.
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delivered to trusty men to trade withal for the benefit of the said
Robert. The said Robert died before the money was so
delivered. And note that the money was, by the assent of the
Mayor and Aldermen, given to Sir John de Cendale, the Trea-
surer, for the business of the City, Zemp. Thomas Romain, Mayor.

Precept to the Sheriffs to levy the sum of £120 on the goods,
&c., of William de “ Hackeford,” John le Botoner, Geoffrey de
Brandone, Elyas le Callere, John de “Pampesworth,” John [de]
Caustone, William de Gartone, and Laurence le Botoner, mercers,
and John de Camera, clerk (who had failed to bring the money
into the Chamber on Christmas Eve, as bound), and to have
the money ready by Friday after the Epiphany. On which
day they made return that they had seized goods, &c., belonging
to the above-named to the value of £120, but had not yet sold
them. Thereupon came John le Botoner, mercer, aforesaid,
and denied before the Mayor that he owed the money or had
entered into recognizance. The Mayor then caused his prede-
cessor in office to appear, and also the Aldermen before whom
the recognizance was made, and they having unanimously
declared that John le Botoner had, with others, made a recog-
nizance, it was adjudged by R[icher] de Refham, the Mayor,
and the Aldermen present, viz., T[homas] Romayn, Jlohn] de
Wengrave, William de Leire, W[illiam] Trente, W[illiam]
de Combemartyn, Simon de Paris, Simon Bolet, and Henry
de Durham, that he should be committed to prison for having
accused the Mayor and Aldermen of making a false record.
By the Mayor’s favour he is committed to Robert de Kelleseye,
who undertook to produce him on a day named.

6 April, 3 Edward II. [an. 1310], Robert de Cherteseye,
“esporoner,” of Fletestrete, executor of Isabella, late wife of
Nicholas Brun, goldsmith, renders account before R[ichard]
Potrel, the Chamberlain, of rents of a brewhouse and shops in
Fletestrete devised by the said Isabella to Giles her son,' also
of disbursements on repairs, &c. The balance of the money
to be answered for by Thomas de Flete, ¢ chapeler,” brother of
the said Isabella and guardian of the said Giles.

! See ¢ Cal. of Wills, Court of Husting, London,’ i. 211.

Execucio facta
super recogn’
Will’i de
Hackeford.

Qualiter ]. le

Botonerdedixit

recognicionem
predictam.

Fo. Ixxix b.

Comp’ Rob’s de
Cherteseye de
redd’ Egidii
£l IS Brun.
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tille pey be arest: And ye schall serche at all tymys whan ye
be requirid be skawagours or biddellys }* comyn noysaunces of
the wardis [and }® biddlis helpe here 1
And if eny thing be do w'in your bayle ayens pe ordinaunces of
p° Cite and p° fautes pt ye fynde ye schall presente hem to pe
Maire and }* ministris of pe Cite: And if ye be desturbled be
eny persone or personys p* ye may nat dwly do your offis ye
schall certefie to pe meire and p* cowncel of p¢ Cite p* name or
pe namys of hym or of hem p* yow desturble and }* ye schal
nat leve as god yew helpe and all seyntes.”

Bedellis?

“Ye schal swere }* ye schal wel and honestly kepe ¢ wardes.
wherof ye be biddil And ye schal suffre no man [ac]cosid of
Robrie op* of evyl levyng ne hukester of ale ne woman holdyng
bordel house ne non op* woman comynly sklaunderid of evle
and noysaunt lif dwelle in your warde but ye schal schew anoon:
}¢ namys of hem to }* alderman to thentente p* he schal utter®
hem wtin xv days: And if }° alderman do hit nat ye schall a
non after p° xv days do p* Meyre to wityng: And if eny man
make affray or draw swird knyf op* armure ye schal do wityng
to p* Chambirleyn of }e Cite or p°* Scherifis so p* pey may make
leve* be here sergantes of suche mysdoers p* is ordeynd for
kepyng of p° pes of owre lord p* Kyng: Also ye schall retorne
in p° hustyng and be fore pe Scherifis and b* corneres good and
lawful men on p* engestes and nat suspect of meyntenaunce of
partis: And p® retornys p* ye make ye schal schewe hem to
pe alderman ij dayes or iij be fore p¢ hustyng pt he may see
whe}* your retorne be sufficient or nat: And ye schall nat wete-
no pulettrie ne noon opr vitaile malt ne corne receyvid in privat
place to be sold in howsis ayens ye ordinaunce of p* meyre but
ye schall warne p* meire and b* scherifis pof : Also ye schall be
noon ofecere in cort christian duryng your offis of bedell: Also.
ye schal nat brewe nep* non for yow to sale: Also ovene® schal

! An interpolation, partly illegible. 3 Quster in the French version.
2 The same oath (the interpolation ¢ Fr. purront lever.
excepted)is recorded in ¢ Liber Albus,’ ¢ Superscribed “ bakhows,”

i. 313, 314. Cf. supra, p. 10.
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and further make a present of a cask of the best wine of the
next vintage of the value of § marks to the said Richer.

Letter from the King to the Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs
of London desiring that a certain office lately held by Thomas
Juvenal, deceased, may be given to John Albon. Dated at
Knaresburgh, anno 3 [Edward II., a.p. 1309].

Reply to the above, informing the King that the above office
had already been conferred on Thomas de Kent. Dated g Nov.,
3 [Edward II., a.p. 1309].!

Letter from Peter de Gavastone, Earl of Cornwall, to the
Mayor, &c., in similar terms to that from the King. Dated
at York, 21 Oct.

Reply to the above, expressing regret that the office had
already been filled up. No date.?

‘Whereas frequently aforetime many and divers contentions
used to arise between foreign merchants selling and free
merchants (mercatores privatos) buying divers goods of weight
(averia ponderis®) and spices which used to be weighed as well
by the great balance as'by the small, inasmuch as there was
uncertainty in the draft of weight (swper fractu ponderacionis),
for that the weigher gave to some more and to some less as
was reported ; for avoiding and removing which contentions in
future it was agreed the day, &c., by Thomas Romayn,
the Mayor, and the Aldermen, and with the assent of Luke de
Haverynge, William de Bydik, Ralph le Balauncer, Peter
Adrian, William Fourneys, Roger de Arcubus, William le
Boteler, William le Barber, John Godelmynge, Richard de
Dorsete, Richard de Spain, citizens and merchants of London,
and John le Lung, Hildebrand de Nova Curia, James Fisshe,
John Pope, Richard Sware, Bertram de Coloigne, John de
Sterneberwe, Henry de Colon’, Lambekyn Heved, Roland de
Colonia, Henekin atte Nwe, merchants of Almaine, and John de
Pitleacre, Francis de Gene, Antonin de Gene, John de Cotesawe,
Nicholas de-la Spade, Bartholomew Lespicer, John de Perem,

? The letter and reply are printed
in ¢ Memorials,” pp. 70, 71.
3 Fr. avers de pois.

! The King’s letter and reply (trans-
lations) are printed in Riley’s ¢ Memo-
rials,” pp. 69, 70.

Fo. xcvib.
Litera d’ni B
missa Matore
et Aldr'is pro
Jok’e Albon.

Respons’ lr'e
sup'scripte.

Lra P, de
Gavastor’.

Respons’ Ir'e
sup'scripte.

Fo. xcvil.

Ordinacio
JSacta de modo
ponderandi per
balanciam a°
R E il R
E. tercio.
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Bisshopesgate! appertaining to the Chamber of the Guildhall,
at an annual rent of 40s. so long as he should hold the
same, &c.

The same day a precept was issued to Roger le Paumer and
James Fitz Fulk,® Sheriffs, by Roger the Clerk and William de
Wengrave, clerk, to cause watch and ward to be kept by night
throughout the City for the avoiding of danger, so that they
(the said Sheriffs) personally superintend such watches.

Friday the eve of All Saints [1 Nov.], 3 Edward IL
[4.p. 1309], came Stephen, son of Stephen Asshewy, being under
age, before Thomas Romayn, the Mayor, Nicholas de Farndone,
John de Wengrave, William de Leyre, John de Wyndesore,
Simon de Paris, Nicholas Pikot, Henry de Durham, Aldermen,
and complained that whereas, after the decease of his father,
his mother Isabella, whilst a widow, and also her second. husband
Sir Roger de Hegham,® had the custody of the complain-
ant’s property, without rendering any account, as they ought to
have done according to the custom of the City, the executors
of the said Roger now threatened to remove the property,
and he demanded a remedy.

Thereupon precept to the Sheriff to attach the goods of the
said Roger, if any, &c. Afterwards the Sheriff comes and
declares that he has found no goods except a closed chest, the
contents of which he knows not, which chest he has seques-
trated.

Afterwards, viz.,, on Tuesday the Feast of St. Katherine
[25 Nov.], came Lucy, daughter of the above Roger de Hegham,
and identified certain moneys in the said chest as hers, viz., the
sum of £20 and 5d. in one canvas bag, and 44 marks in another.
This she did on her own oath and the oaths of John de St. Alban

able ground a long time, so that the
same was all letten for four marks
the year, in the reign of Edward IL”

2 Or James de St. Edmund. See
¢ Cal. Letter-book C,” p. 181,n.

! Finsbury Moor or Moorfields,
touching which Stow remarks (¢ Sur-
vey,” Thoms’s ed., 1876, p. 159):
““This fen or moor field stretching
from the wall of the City betwixt

Bishopsgate and the postern called
Cripplesgate to Fensbery and to Holy
Well continued a waste and unprofit-

3 Her will as that of Isabella de
Hegham was enrolled in the Husting
in 1315. See ¢ Cal. of Wills,” i. 255.

P2

Preceptum
Jactum vic pro
vigiliis super-

vidend’.

Querela Steph’t
Sl Stepl’i
Asshewy.

altacknl.

Verificacio
Lucie i’ d’ni
R. de Hegham.
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graunt barbier,” William de Herlawe, &c. Dated London,
Monday after the Feast of St. Hillary [13 Jan.], 3 Edward IL
[ap. 1309-10]. For enrolment 2s. 6d.

The King’s writ to the Mayor and Sheriffs of London,
enjoining them to make diligent search for armed vagrants
who disturb the peace of the City by day and night, and to
inflict upon them adequate and speedy punishment. Dated at
“la Grove,” 14 Jan., 3 Edward IL. [a.p. 1309-10].

Deed of covenant by Thomas de Boloigne to save harmless
Ralph de Billinggesgate, taverner, for giving up a certain deed
of feoffment of a cellar in Grenewicheslane, in the parish of
All Hallows at the Hay, made to him (the said Thomas) and
to John his brother by Fromund de Dunstaple and Margery de
Depe his wife. Witnesses, Geoffrey Hurel, Alexander Pik’,
Walter le Mouner, Peter de Coumbe, Adam Ludekin, and
others [not named]. Dated Tuesday after the Feast of Decol-
lation of St. John Bapt. [29 Aug.], 3 Edward IL [a.p. 1309].
For enrolment 2s. 6d.

Deed of grant by John de Wendlingburgh and Alice de
Thelvetone his wife, widow of John de Wandlesworth,' to
Robert, son of Thomas Sely, of a certain tenement in the
parish of St. Andrew de Holebourne built beyond («/fra) Hole-
burne bridge, opposite the house of the Earl of Lincoln,” and
situate between the lane leading to the house of the Abbot of
Messendene® and the tenement of Robert Hardyng ; to hold the
same for a term of ten years from Christmas, anno 3 Edward II.
[a.p. 1309]. For enrolment 2s. 64.

Be it remembered that on Thursday before the Purification
B. M. [2 Feb.], 3 Edward 1I. [A.p. 1309-10], came Robert le
Cuver, Alice, wife of Walter le Cuver, and Ivo his son,
executors of John le Cuver,® before Thomas Romain, the

! His will enrolled in the Husting
in 1295. ¢ Cal. of Wills,” i. 120.

2 The old house of the Black Friars
before they removed to the riverside,
and sold by them in 1285 to Henry
de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln. Supposed
to be identical with ‘“ Lincoln’s Inn.”

See ¢Cal. of Wills, Court of Husting,’
i. 218, note.

3 Missenden, co. Bucks.

¢ The will of John le Cuver is en-
rolled in the Husting under the year
1298 (‘Cal. of Wills,’ i. 135), the
executors there named being Walter

Breve Regis
missum
Thom’ Romain
Maiore
Londow ad
castigand’
malefactores.

Fo. xcix.

Scriptum
Thome de
Boloigne.

Scriptum
Rob’i Sely fil’
Thont Sely.

Fo. xcixb.

Comp’ exec
test’s Jol'is le
Cuver de bonis

Elene fil’
predicti JoR'is.






LETTER-BOOK D. 217

for damages to the said James Fisshe, they are again enjoined
to carry out the orders directed to them. Dated Westminster,
10 Feb., 3 Edward IL [a.p. 1309-10]. .

Return, to the effect that the existing Mayor and Sheriffs
had never arrested the above Herman or his fellows, for the
reason that they had received no such writ as alleged; the
writ had arrived when Nicholas de Farndone was Mayor and
William de Basynge and James le Boteler were Sheriffs,
and what they (their predecessors) had done in the matter
they knew not. Therefore nothing could be done.

Deed of covenant by Ralph, son of Walter Fox de Malteby,
co. Lincoln, late apprentice to Hugh de Gartone, mercer, of
London, from whose service he had withdrawn himself before
the expiration of his term, not to appropriate any property or
debts, &c., of his late master, nor to practise the trade of mer-
cery in London, &c. Dated London, 23 Feb., 3 Edward II
{a.p. 1309-10]. For enrolment 2s. 6d.

Afterwards, viz., on Monday before the Feast of Nativity of
St. John Bapt. [24 June], the year aforesaid, the above Hugh
permitted the above Ralph to practise the trade of mercery in
the City aforesaid, notwithstanding the above covenant, &c.

Friday the eve of St. Thomas, Ap. [21 Dec.], 3 Edward II.
{a.p. 1309], came Henry Nasard before Thomas Romayn, the
Mayor, Nicholas de Farendone, John de Wengrave, John de
‘Wyndesore, William de Leire, Henry de Durham, Richer de
Refham, William Trente, Richard de Gloucestre, Simon Bolet,
Geoffrey de Conduit, and Thomas Sely, Aldermen, and com-
plained that William de Basingges, Sheriff of London, had
come to his house with John le Mire, William de Hallingbery,
John de Rogesle, and Richard de ¢ Wandlesword,” collectors
of the twentieth in the Ward of Douegate, and had seized and
carried away a silver cup of the value of 10 marks. The said
Sheriff came and declared that he had been charged to raise
a sum of money due by the Mayor and Commonalty to William
Trente, and that the cup had been delivered to him by the said
collectors for 100J% the amount in which the said Henry Nasard
stood assessed for the tallage aforesaid. And the said Henry

Scriptum
Radi fiI’
Walteri Fox.

Fo. ch.

Placitum inter
Henr’ Nasard
et Will'm de
Basyng nuper
vic’ Londorn’.









Fo. cib.
Breve Reg’ E.

pro Jacobo
Fisshe.

Returnum.
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[to buy] any wines or other goods before they come to land
and are exposed for sale, under penalty aforesaid. Also every
broker shall tender good advice, that honest men of the trade
in which he is a broker may sell their wares to trustworthy and
sufficient buyers who have the wherewithal to satisfy their
creditors: and if he shall put forward any insufficient purchaser
to trustworthy men of the City or other merchants to purchase
their wares, so that by reason of the fraud of such broker the
purchaser (emptor) lose his wares, the broker shall answer
therefor, if he have the wherewithal, and if he have not the
wherewithal shall be committed to prison until, &c., and he
shall no longer be a broker.

Arnald Picard admitted broker of wine before the Mayor and
Aldermen and sworn, &c. For enrolment 2s. 64. '

John de Rokesle admitted broker of woad before the Mayor
and good men of that trade on Thursday after the Decollation
of St. John Bapt. [29 Aug.], 3 Edward II. [a.p. 1309].

Henry de Banneberi and Benedict de Burgo elected brokers.
of peltry by good men of the trade, and presented before
Jlohn] de Gysors, the Mayor, and Aldermen, on Saturday
before the Feast of St. Thomas, Ap. [21 Dec.], 6 Edward II.
[a.p. 1312].

Andrew de Salop’ elected Joco the above Benedict, deceased,
and sworn before Nicholas de Farendone, the Mayor, and
Aldermen, on Monday after the Feast of St. Peter ad Vincula
[1 Aug.], 8 Edward IL [a.p. 1314].

Another writ addressed to Nicholas de Farendone, late MayE)r,
and to William de Basyng and James le Boteler, Sheriffs of
London, on behalf of James Fisshe.! Dated Westminster,
3 March, 3 Edward II. [a.p. 1309-10].

Return made to the effect that pursuant to another writ they
had attached Conrad Flore, Lodekyn de Holdyngstede, John
Pape, Godfrey de Tupstede, and Frederick le Platmakere by
their goods and chattels found in the bailiwick at the suit of the
above James Fisshe, who had charged the said Conrad and
the rest with being accomplices of Herman Steydinge. The

! Cf. writ, supra, p. 216.
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accused had denied on oath the charges brought against them,
and demanded a jury. A day had been given, when the said
James Fisshe failed to prosecute and the defendants were
allowed to go sine die, &c.

Wednesday before Easter [19 April], 3 Edward II. [4.p. 1310],
Stephen de Offintone, attorney of William Canoun, came before
the Mayor, &c., and acknowledged he had received from James
de St. Edmund, one of the Sheriffs of London, the following
chattels, viz., three brass pots of the value of 30s., a bolster
worth 20s., three tablecloths worth 20s., a shalloon (ckalonem')
of Reyns worth 5s., a cauldron worth 5s., the sum total amount-
ing to £4, taken upon Roger de Rokesle for 60s., which sum
the said William had proved (disracionavit) against the said
Roger in the court of the lord the King before John de Lincoln,
late one of the Sheriffs of London. The said chattels to be
restored to the Sheriff in case of error, for which restoration
Simon de Abyndone, draper, becomes surety.

Inspeximus Charter of Edward I. to the Weavers of London.?

Edwardus det gracia, elc., Archiepiscopis, Episcopss, Abbatrbus,
Prioribus, Comitibus, Baronibus, [usticiariis, Vicecomitibus, Pre-
positis, Ministris et omnibus balltvis et fidelibus suis salutem,
Inspeximus cartam quam bone memorie dominus H[enricus] guondam

! A blanket or counterpane, so
called from having been made ori-
ginally at Chalons-sur-Marne. This
particular one appears to have been
manufactured either at Rheims in the
department of Marne or at Rennes in
Brittany, the latter being the more
probable. See ¢ Liber Albus,” Glos-
sary, 5.7. ‘Reynes.’

2 The original charter of Henry II.
(here confirmed by Edward I.) is
preserved among the archives of the
Weavers’ Company. Two copies of
it appear in the ¢ Liber Custumarum’
(Rolls Series, i. 33, 418), both of
them varying in certain points from
the charter as here recorded. From

the names of the witnesses to Henry’s
charter, and from the evidence of that
king’s Itinerary, the date of the charter
appears to be of the year 1155. In
September of that year the King is
known to have held a great Council
at Winchester, when Thomas Becket
was his Chancellor and Warin Fitz
Gerold his Chamberlain. The King
was again in Winchester circa August,
1158, but by that time Warin Fitz
Gerold appears to have been suc-
ceeded in the Chamberlainship by
Henry Fitz Gerold. See Eyton’s
¢ Court, Household, and Itinerary of
King Henry IL.,’ pp. 12, 13, 37, 39.

Catalla caple

super Rog’m
de Rokesle de-
liberataSteph'o

de Offintone.

Fo. cii.

Carta Regis
Edwardi fil>
Reg® Henr’
Sacta Telar™
London® de-
Gylda sua.
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Rex Anglie progenitor noster fecit Thelariis London’ in' hee verba.
Henricus Rex Anglie &ec. Episcopis, Justiciariis, Vicecomitibus,
Baronibus, Ministris et omnibus fidelibus suis London’ salutem. Sciatis
me concessisse Telartts London’ Gyldam suam habendam in London’
cum omnibus libertatibus et consuetudinibus quas habueruni tempore
Regis Henrici avi mei.  Et ita quod nullus nist per illos se intro-
mittal infra civitatem de eorum ministerio et nisi sit in eorum Gylda
neque in Suthwerk neque in alits locts London’ pertinentibus aliter
quam solebat fiert lempore Regis Henrici avi mei.  Quare volo ef
Jirmiter precipio quod ubigue legaliter tractentur ef habeant omnia
supradicta Iia bene et in pace et libere el honorifice et integre sicut
unquam melius, liberius, e! h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>