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give them the prote&tion of laws, not nominally but really,
not the fhadow but the fubftance of Civil Rights, you
would waken in their minds a confcioufnefs of freedom
which would only turn alike to their ruin and that of their
mafters. It is in vain to attempt to reconcile impoffibili-
ties, freedom and flavery cannot be made to coalefce: in-
. flead of being fatisfied with what fhould be granted, they
would only more feel the want of what fhould be with-held; the
privileges which fhould be extended to them would only ferve
to render the galling and ignominious diftin&tions under which
they fhould {till be kept more irritating and vexatious ; infurrec-
tions would too foon follow, and the whole refult in one fcene of
flaughter and confufion. Look to the hiftory of paft infurrec-
tions, and you will find thefe affertions confirmed by actual
experience. Let Gentlemen recolle& the immenfe difpropor-
tion of the Blacks and Whites in our Iflands, and confider it
in conjuncion with the pafitions I have been laying dawn, and
it is impoflible we can differ in the conclufion : but if fuch is
their prefent wretched and degraded fkate, furely there is no
man who muft not long for that happy moment when they can **
be refcued from it without danger :—a danger. which I grant
fubfifts, and renders their ftate of degradation almoft as ne- "
ceffary for their own as for their mafter’s comfort and fecurity;
but whence does this arife 7 From the conftant influx of flaves
from Africa; who, torn from their homes for ever, refenting
the wrongs they have fuffered ; looking on their mafters and
on all around them not as friends ard prote&lors, but as. ene-
mies and tyrants, are ever ready to riie and wreak their ven-
geance on their injurious oppreffors.

This was acknowledged long before I brought forward the
Quettion of Abolition; Mr. Long has arguccf, at great length
on the, danger of imparting fuch numbers of Africans: 27,000
flaves imported in 2 years, and our importations are now ftill

. greater, are alone fufficient to account for mutinies, infurrec-
tions, &c.” and the rebellions in 1765 and 6 he ftates to have
been occafioned by the imported natives of the Gold Coaft.
This is not only Mr. Long’s dotrine, but that of every reafo-
nable and obferving man. [ met with a curious proof of it the
other day in a pamphlet, lately publithed in Carolina by a plan-
ter, who was endeavouring, not apparently aCtuated by matnes
of juftice and humanity, but of policy, to contimue W WS-
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DEBATE

ON A

M O 7T I O N

ABOLITION
SLAVE TRADE, &.

On Monday the 2d of April, 1792.

——

GREAT number of PETITION S* were prefented,
praying for the ABOLITION of the SLAVE
TRADE. & .

The Right Honourable H, Dunpas prefented one from
¢he Inhabitants of the City of Edinburgh, and SIr WATKIN
Lewes one from the Livery of London in Common Hall
affembled.—Referred to the éommittee on the Slave Trade.

Mr. WiLBERFORCE moved that all the Evidence given on
this Trade be referred to the Cammittee.—Ordered.

He then moved the Order of the Day, which was « for
% the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole
“ Houfe, to confider of the circumftances of the African
¢ Slave Trade.”

- The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee accordingly,
SirR WiLLiaM DoLBEN in the Chair:

® The whole number of Pe;iioias prefented to this Day, was Five Wanised

and Eight. so—
A RUCRNL RTINS LA
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Mr. WiLegrForRCE.—In entering on the great bufinefs of
this day, a bufinefs in itfelf of the fuft importance, and
which, afier having folons occupied the minds of men, is at this
moment the {ubject of univerfal expetation and folicitude, it is
natural to imagine that I muft feel no fmall degree of diffi-
dence and apprencnfion. It is, however, a fatisfattion to me
to reflect, that it will not be ncceflary for me'to take up fo
much of the time of the Houfe, as I have felt myfelf compelled
to do on former occafions ; for befides that I might well be
content to leave the tafk of enforcing the propofition I fhall
bring forward, to the greater abilities and more powerful elo-
quence of thofe by whom I have the honour to be f{upported,
the whole of this fubje& has been already fo thoroughly in-
veftigated ; every part of it has been fo canvafled and fcruti-
nized, that it imay be fufficient for me now merely to refer you
to our paft difcuffions, and to fpare the Houfe and myfelf the
pain of alaborious and minute detail,

I have before had occafion to remark, that nothing has
tended more to prevent the impartial and candid confideration of
our arguments, than the indifcriminate cenfures which may have
fometimes bcen really caft on the whole body of Weft Indians.
‘There may have been thofe who, fuffering their paffions to -
hurry them to hafty and immature conclufions, have connected
with the evils of the {yftem, the perfonal charalter of every
individual embarked init, as being clofely and infeparably af-
fociated ; the charge rafhly brought has been indignantly
repelled; heat and acrimony have prevailed %n both fides,

‘reprodches and inveltives have been mutually retorted, parties
have been formed with all their confequent effefls of prejudice,
-and bitternefs, the Weft Indians in.this ftate of things have
grown incapable of liftening difpaflionately to the voice of
reafon, and many perhaps of the very beft and moft benevo-
lent amongft them have been the moft warm, becaufe moft
“confcious of the injuftice of the acculations they deemed caft

on thzam, and refenting and fpurning at them with emotions of
honeft difdain.

The Houfe will do me the juftice to. recolle®, whatever may
have been faid to the contrary; that thisis a language I have
never held, nor have I been kept from it by motives of deco-

- rum or of perfonal civility ; it is a language to which in my
heart I have never aflented, and which has always appeared to
me
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. me not only injudicious and impolitic, but contrary to truth and
juftice, and to what abundant experience has taught us of the
nature of the human mind: and I the rather make this decla-
ration at the outfet of my fpeech, in order, that if in the courfe
of what I fhall fay on a fubje which cannot but excite the
ftrongeft emotions in any man whois not dead to' the feelings
of his nature, any over-warm or too general expreflions
thould - efcape me, 1t may be underftood what are the coel deli-
berate opinions of my mind. I wifh to fpeak the words of
conciliation ; I with particularly to call on the Gentlemen
of the Weft Indies to accompany me in my progrefs; I call
upon them to inveftigate with me fully and fairly the various
evils arifing from the Slave Trade, and thofe evils efpecially,
which belong to the Weft Indies. If I can but bring them to
do fo, I am perfuaded we cannot differ in the refult : I cannot
but believe that they will acknowledge the defeéts of their own
fyftem, and deplore the evils with which it fo abounds; for
Sir, though I have acknowledged that there are many Owners
of Slaves of benevolent tempersand generous hearts, who
would be glad to ufe their abfolute power for purpofes of kind-
nefs and beneficence, yet this muft not reconcile us to the
fyftem of Weit Indian flavery itfelf, pregnant as it is with
great and innumerable miferies. A Trajan and an Antoni-
nus do not reconcile me to a defpotic monarchy; we fhould
diftinguith in thefe cafes between what belongs to the perfon
and what belongs to the fyftem ; we fhould rsjoice indeed in a
fplendid exception to the ordinary charater of tyrants ; . but’
not allow ourfelves to be thereby feduced into an approbation
of tyranny. - _

Yet even under a Trajan and an Antoninus the
fatal effects of this fyftem were but too difcernible, though
more flagrant and palpable under a Nero and a Caligula. An

- impartidl Weft Indian, therefore, inftead of being incenfed by

the franknefs of my inveftigation, fhould rather join me in it,

and affit me in tracing the mifchiefs to their proper fource ;
thefe will appear by no means greater thart’might be expected
from confidering the various circumftances of .the prefent
cafe, It has been juftly remarked, that ariftocracy is a worfe
form of government than monarchy, becaufe the people
have been fubject to many tyrants inftead of one ; ‘but if this
be true, what fhall we fay to the prefent cafe, whete defgute
A A
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were enlarged on, and the dreadful flaughter which attended
his invafion of a neighbouring kingdom. To fay nothing of

. the unfairnefs-of extending to the whole of that vaft diftrict
from which we colleét flaves, what at rhe utmoft was onl
proved of a fingle kingdom, I muft own I was a litile thaken
in my belief of the reprefentations of the flate of this very
kingdom itfelf, when [ heard it faid by another Gentleman,
{whe thuugh not favourable to the caufe to which I wifhed
well, gave his evidence with a franknefs and fairnefs which
did him great honour, I miean Mr. Devaynes,) that the
Dahomans were a very happy people. But how was [
aftonithed, bow did I admire the ﬂrange coincidence, when
I found in tiis very king of Dahomey, the very fpecific
inflance that had been required of me; and that thefe very

- cruelties of his, in the conqueft of Whydah, on which fuch
ftrefs was laid, were committed by him in a war undertaken
with the view of punifhing the adjacent nation for havin

_ ftolen away fome of his fubjecls, for the purpofe of felling
them for Slaves. This curious anecdote was brought to my
notice by a noble friend of mine, to whofe friendthip on
this, as on many other occafions, I am greatly indebted : in his
-valuable compilation * you will read the tranfaction at large ;
and the refleftion is very remarkable which the conduét of
the king of Dahomey, in this inftance, extorted from an
hiftorian, who though himfelf concerned in the Slave Trade,
feems not to have loft all fenf of its enormity. ¢ The
king’s altions carry great reputation, for by the deftru&ion of
this Trade, he relinquithed his awn private interefts for the
fake of publick juftice and humanity; and I have 2 natural
propenfity to wifh the king of Dahomey well, fince he has
redeemed his countrymen from being fold as Slaves.”

But, Sir, the exciting of wars between neighbouring States
is almoft the lighteft of the evils Africa is doomed to fuffer
from the Slave Trade: it is indeed one of the greateft cala-
mities to which we are liable in this more highly favoured
quarter of the world, but it is a Luxury in Africa. Still
“more intolerable are thofe aits of outrage which we are con-
tinually flimulating the Kings to commit on their own fub-

# Lord Muncafter’s Hiftorical Sketches of the Slave Trade, and of its Effc@s
78 Afriea, addrefled to the People of Great Britain.

3fls ¢
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&1 : thefe are flill lefs to be guarded againft, and ‘the cruelty.
. 7 them is aggravated by the confideration that they are com-:
" ritted by thofe who, inftead of the defpoilers and ravagers, .
ught to have been the Guardians and Protectors of their
v>ople. A Chieftain is in want of European commadities,
ad being too weak or too timid to attack his neighbours, he.
_nds a party of foldiers by night to one of his own defence-
fs villages ; they fet fire to it, they feize the miferable inha-
itants as they are efcaping from the flames, and hurry with
wem to the fhips of the Chriftian Traders, who, hovering-
ke vultures over thefe fcenes of carnage, are ever ready for -
ieir prey. Innumerable are the inftances of this kind to be.
-1et with in thie courfe of the evidence. Captain Wilfon, a
entleman of unqueftionable veracity and honor, faw armed-
arties going out to fcour the country for many fucceffive
venings. You have in the Evidence more detailed ftories -
f this kind, which cannot but affe&t the hardeft heart. We -
* re told perpetually of villages half confumed, and bearing every
nark of recent deftru&ion; and more than one of our wit-
, tefles has been himfelf engaged in one of thefe very night ex-:
editions I have mentioned. Nor do we learn thefe trarifalions *
mly from our own witnefles, but they are proved by the tef-
imony of Slave Fa&ors themielves, whofe works were written
nd publifhed long before the prefent inquiry. But it is not
nly by the Chieftains that thefe diforders are committed, -
though even from their attacks poverty 1tf-If is no fecurity) -
:very one’s hand is againft his neighbour : whitherfoever a
nan goes, be it to the watering place, or to the field, or
vherever elfe it may be, he is no where faft ;. he never can-
it his ‘houfe without fear of being carried off by fraud or
orce ; and he dreads to come home again, left, on his return,
e fhould find his hut a heap of ruins, and his family torn
way into perpetual exile. IJiftruft and terror every where
revail, and the whole country is one continued {cene of
_ narchy and defolation.
- But there is more yet behind ! It might naturally have been
magined that no means of procuring Slaves would be left
inreforted to; and accordingly the.inventive genius of man,
trained to the very utmoft in this purf(uit, has made the
‘rdminifiration of juffice itlelf a fertile fource of fupply to tlu
nbuman traffick. Every crige is punithed by Slavery, =

-



B 17809, I ftated to the Houfe a curious incident that had pafled :

¢ &)

falfe accufdtions are perpetually brought in crder ta obtain the

price for which the conviGed is to be fold; fometimes
the)ud‘gﬂ have a confiderable part of this. very price, and -
univerfally fees on every trial. - But it is needlefs to infift on
the a&s of injuftice which. muft hence arife : if with all that
we. have done by fecuring the independence- of judges, by the-
inftitution of juries, by all our other legal machinery,
we. have not done too much to fecure- the equitable admini-
flration of law in. this. civilized: country, what muft be the.
confequence in Africa, where every man is ftimulated to bring
an a&ion againft his neighbour by the hope of obtaining part
of the price for which he will fell, and where he knows the.
Judge, who is to.prefide, has himfelf an intereft in.the con -
victron. In corraboration of thefe reafonings, we have again
the teftimony of ‘the Hiftorians of Africa ; and. we may trace -
the. laws, which were. originally mild, gradually growing
nsore and:more fevere, in.proportion to the predominance of
the Slave Trade. Mr. Moore, an author of credit, and
himfelf: feven years. Faltor to the African Company, fays,
«.Since this Trade has been ufed, all punifhments are changed .

% into Slavery; there being.an advanta‘.’ge in fuch condemna-

¢.tion, they ftrain the crimes very hard, in order to get the.
“ benefit of felling the criminal.. Not only murder, theft, and -
¢ adultery are punifthed by.felling the criminal for a Slave, but.
¢ every trifling crime is punifhed in the fame manner.”” This, -
apd'many other inftances of a fimilar fort, will be found in,
the compilation I already alluded to.

'Nor.do we leave it to the Natives.of this devoted country..
to commit merely on each other thefe alts of. depredation ! .
Many. are the. acls of violence. perpetrated immediately by the.

. Bmrepeans themfelves. Many, many are the inftances of this -

kind xecorded in the courfe of our voluminous. Evidence ; and
if. there had been any doubt of the exiftence. of fuch praices,
they have been confirmed paft a doubt by fome late tranfactions
which, much as I with to avoid detail, I feel it my duty..
briefly to relate to the Committee ; the rather becaufe they
are mafter-pieces in their kind, and furnifh a complete fpeci-

-men of the various cnormi;ies that attend this detefted.

fyftem. _
. Seme Gentlemen. will perhaps. recolle®, that in the year.

in
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in- the neighbeurhood of the River Cameroons, whence thé
Matfter of a Liverpool fhip;, of the name' of Bibby, fraudu-~
lently carried off thirty-two relations of one of thie Chicfs of
the country, who had' been put on board as pledges for goods.
The enormity of the: proceeding excited the utmoft indigna«
tion in the Governor of one of our Weft India Iflands, whd
complained of the outrage in the ftrongeft terms, and’fpoke
in the language of a man who exprefled himfelf the more
vehemently from having long fmothered his indignation. .
Scarce had this fcene pafled at the €ameroons, when another
fucceeded of a mature ftill more fHocking. Early in the year
¥790; the Captain of an Englifh- fhip, which had long.been'
lping in- that River, having. already difpatched one' cargo of
laves, by an attendant veflel, to-the Weft Indies, happenin]
one day to-fend two or three men-to get' water, a Black Slave,
who was along with them, was feized by a native Trader on’
the ground of the thip’s- owing him goods to‘the value of 2
Slave or-.two: It cannot be exps=&Ged that the Captains-of -
Stave- Ships will be men of peculiar mildnefs in refenting,
injuries : the revenge however of the Captain in this inftance* -
was really an effort of genius, and muft appear fomewliat’
fingular to Gentlemen lefs-acquainted than myfelf with the: -
habits-of the Slave Prade. In the-evening he called up the
healthy part %f his crew on deck, and: prdered them to ftrip”
and blacken their bodies all over, putting a piece of cloth
round: their loins, that they might appear like the natives of
the country. They fhewed fome backwardnefs; but being
threatened to- be fhot through' the head if - they refufed, they’
reluétaritly complied. Thus: accoutred, and being armed with -
mufquets and cutlaffes, the-Captain himfelf; blackened' like
the reft, and breathing implacable revenge, léd them forth;
about midnight, to the  execution of his purpofe. They foon
reached the dwelling of the unfortunate Trader: they fired-
upon his wretched: family ; three of his-children were killed*
on the fpot ; the man and his wifé weré defperately wounded;
the former died as they were dragging him down to tie boat,
the hatter half an hour afier fhe was on board the fhip.—
The ftate of fociety in Africa is fuch asto produce univerfal-
watchfulnefs : the ‘['rader had no fooner heard the noife of a -
party of men at his door, than he beat his drumi: this, with
the report. of the mufquets; alarmed the neighbourhoud and ;S“
Ba
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was with difficulty that the Captain and.his party efcaped to the
fhip, feveral of them being feverely wounded, and one after-
wards: dying of the injury he had received. ) ,
I do.not know that there is any one part of this whole
tranfa&tion more curious than what I am next to relate, or
that tends to prove more indifputably” that fuch fcenes as
I have been defcribing are confidered as common ordinary
tranfaltions. The Captain does not feem. to have expe&-.
ed reprifals; his trade appears to have fuffered no inter-
ruption, and he continued there for feveral weeks after in
a ftate of quiet and compofure. But, Sir, Africans' are.
men, and they have the feelings of men. = All this while
the fire was not extind, it only flumbered, and was foon
to break forth. In this part of the ftory alfo there is
much well worthy of notice. Several weeks afterwards, one
of the Chieftains came on board to pay a friendly vifit, and.
borrow fome cutlaffes and mufquets, alleging the natural . -
pretext, that he was going up into the country to make war,
in order. to get Slaves, and that the Captain fhould have
half of the booty. The requeft was fo reafonable, that it
could not be refufed: any lurking fufpicion that might have
heen entertained of his vifit’s being hoftile was done away,
and he was readily furnithed. with what he required :"indeed it .
would have argued the Captain’s being very inattentive to the
intereft of his employers if he had failed to comply with fo
reafonable, fo cuftomary a requifition. Now, Sir, I dare fay,
whatever credit Gentlemen may be difpofed to give me for
the ground-work of the ftory, they conceive thefe at leaft are
~ merely my own comments ! But aftonithing as it may feem,
“this is almoft in terms the Captain’s own account. So dead
and callous does this trade render thofe who are'engaged in .
it to every fentiment of perfonal danger and perfonal character;
they have fo.forgotten the impreffions fuch tranfa&ions muft .
once have praduced in themfelves ; and are fo loft to the fenfe
of the feelings they muft ftill excite in others, that the Captain
himfelf, in a Proteft heiafterwards drgw up on account of the
lofs of the thip, ftated; that the Chieftain came on board
under pretetice of borrowing fome. arms, as he was going up
into. the country to trade, and that he furnifthed him with .
mufquets and cutlafles, having often lent bhim arms before. .
He feems not to apprehend it poffible. that any other blame :
’ could
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could attach on him than that of an improvident expenditure .
of ftores ; and with all the folicitude of a man intent to pre-
ferve-his commercial charaéter unimpeached, he is only anxicus
to-exculpate himfelf. from this imputation. Is it poflible for.
any thing to furnith a more: ftriking exemplification of the:
principles and nature and mode of conduling the Slave
Trade? . The Chieftain and his party perceiving the general:
ftate of things favourable to their defign, (all the healthy part
of the crew being abfent on fhore) and having thus put ‘the
Captain off his guard, fuddenly feized him, and threw him
overboard, hauleg him into their canoce, and hurried him'to
land’; where a party of the Natives, who had been lying in
ambufh for the purpofe, immediately furprifed that part of the
crew I fpoke of. You doubtlefs  expect to be told that
they were all forthwith murdered by thefe favage Africans:
No fuch thing ; they only defired the Captain to give.them.
an order for goods on the veflel, with which' he’ was obliged'
to comply. Now then at leaft you are prepared to hear thag
they proceeded to fatiate their revenge ; and if this might feem
fomething like bad faith, confidering the ranfom had béen
paid, the Captain himfelf had fet them the example:- for on
the night befare he had fallied forth in the execution of his
bloody enterprife, -he had drawn' the black Chieftain on board
by a friendly invitation, and had detained him as a pledge for
his own fafety. But, Sir, thefe barbarians are not yet fo
improved as ourfelves in cruelty.and treachery: they fet the
Captain and his men free without injury, and fent them back ~
to tell the world how much the Natives of Africa come be-~
bind us in fraud, and outdo us in humanity and honour. * *

. There is nothing more ftriking to my own mind, (I do not
know if it may produce the fame impreffion on the Commit.'
tee) than:the way in which this tranfaction came out. It was
indeed on a trial in a Britith Court of: Juftice! But was it on
a trial for piracy or murder ?—No, -Sir: on a mere civil fuit,
inftituted for wages on the part of fome. of the poor feanen,
who, fick and difabled, as I have before mentioned, (having.
been obliged to quit the fhip, -becaufe the Natives threatened
to fet fire to her, and put them to.death after they had
taken-the Captain and healthy part of the crew,) were refufed
by the owners this wretched compenfation for all theix damsss
and fufferings.. Glad am{ ta fay they chtinad anexi®-Aees

. B 3
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the Committee will bear in mind the mwhole of this tranfa&tion,
which fhews (if any thing can fhew it) the dreadful nature of
the Slave Trade ; its cruelty, its perfidy, its effeéts on Africa,
and on the minds of thofe who carry it on. But that to which
1 partcularly with to point your attention, is the nature of
the Chieftain’s application coupled with” the Captain’s decla-
‘Tation that he had often given them fire-arms before : whence
--you may colle&t, that thele ravages are cuffomary things, the
* regular mode of doing bufinefs in the Slave Trade. Remem-
ber too, that thefe tranfattions were carrying on at the very
time our inquiry was going forward, and whilft our Oppo-
gents witnefles were ftrenuoufly denying not only the aélual,
but even the poflible, exiftence of any fuch depredations.
. There is however another inftance yet behind, which in
fome refpe&s furpafles in enormity even that I have juft now
flated. Gentlemen ‘may perhaps recolle& fome inftances in
qur Evidence wherein, when the Natives have perfifted in
* gfking too much for their Slayes, a Captain has fired on their
-towns, and ufed other compulfory means to bring them down
to more reafonable terms. If a few lives fhould be loft in
this mode of adjufting the bargain, it does not much fignify ;
human Jife is appreciated but at a low rate in Africa.
Now, Sir, it will aftonifh the Houfe to hear of a secent
- trapfa&ion of this fort, exceeding all the former in magnitude
and enormity. This happened no longer ago than lagt Auguft,
after all our arguments and difcuffions, when, if evex, you
would think the blave Captains would haye been on their good
behayiour. - Six Britith thips, three belonging to Liverpool,
three to Briftol, were anchored off the Town of Calabar.
Gentlemen will recolleét the place,—~it was the fcene of a
.desadful maffacre about twenty years before. The Captains
of thefe fix veflels thinking' the Natives afked too much for
their Slaves, and having in vain endeavoured to prevail on
them to moderate their conditiens, held a confultation how
they fhould proceed, and agreed to fire upon the town, unlefs
their terms fhould be complied with. They one evening
notified their determination, and acquainted the Fraders that
if they fhould continue obftinate, they would put it in exe-
cution the next morning. In this inflance they kept their word.
They brought 66 guns to bear upon the ‘T'own, and fired on
it for two or threc hours ; not a fingle fhot was returned.——
o : . : A oo
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A canog then came off to offer tertns of accommodation,
ftating that much execution had been done, which was indeed
the lefs to be wondered, becaufe the guns had been pointed by old
.men-of-war feamen. How difhonourable an exercife of their
fkill!" The parties ftill not agreeing, whillt the poor people,
taking advantage of this ceflation, were feen on all fides mak-
‘ing their efcape into the woods, or paddling off in their
beoats, fome one way, fome another, the firing recommenced;
more damage was done, and the obftinate Natives were at .
Jength forced into fubmiffion. There are no certain accounts
of their lofs ; report faid 50 were killed ; but fome were af.
-terwards feen in the agonies of death, by thofe who were
fent on fhore to buy Slaves, and others were lying badly
wounded. The affair however ended, as it ought ; and I have
.no doubt we may have the fatisfaltion to think many of the
Liverpool and Briftol Owners are fome hundred pounds-the
richer for this tranfa&ion. One circumftance I muft add, which
1 had before omitted, though for my Country’s fake I would
gladly fupprefs it; and I recommend it in particular to the
"confideration of thofe who have urged it as an argument for
our carrying on the Slave Trade, that it would be taken up
. by othier nations if we were to defift from it. A French fhi
was at the fame time in the Calabar River, the Captain-
which could not be ptevailed on, by the Britith Captains, tb
join in their enterprize.~~He bought at the high price; and
‘they were obliged to fufpend their bloody purpofe until he had
failed away with his cargo. Sir, it fhocks me more than all
the reft to be obliged to fay, that I.fear thefe matters are not
altogether unknown at Briftol; and yet I hear thefe very
-Captains are furnithed with freth births, as if they had raifed
their eftimation by this inftance of their altivity. Yes, Sir,
at this very moment, whilft we are fitting here, and talking
of Abolitien, in contempt of our debates, in defiance of
our inquiries, nay, as if they thought hereby to recommend
themfelves to the fanétion and countenance of a Britith Houfe
of Cemmons.———Excufe my warmth ;—it is impoffible for
any one, who has the feelings of a man, not to lofe his temper
-in fpeakihg of fuch proceedings. The Houfe being here cla=
morous for the names, Mr. W, ftated them: The Thomas,
of Briftol, Capt. Phillips ; Wafp, of ditto, Capt. Hutchenfows, .
-Recovery, of ditte, Capt. Kimbers the Naxdva, of Wiwee-
pool, Captain Houfton ; the Bﬁt&e\], of dixko, QNE\'““*‘Q'
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the Amachree, of ditto, Capt. s I am not quite ce
tain of the name, but I believe Captain [ ee.
.1 think, Sir, I have already laid enough to the charge
this detefted traffic; yet believe me if .1 were fo difpofe
I could add much more of a fimilar nature; but I will p:
.it over, juft only fuggefting one new topic on which I mig
enlarge, that I mean, of our flaining the Commerc:al Hore
.of Great Britain, by defcending to every petty fraud in @
~dealings with the Natives.
But not to take up any more of your time on this p
of the fubjed, I muft pafs on to another, which origina
-ftruck my- mind as being more horrid than all the re
+and which T think ftill retains its fuperiority; I mean t
fituation of the Slaves on board fhip, or what is commo
_+Jy: called the Middle Paffage. 1 will fpare the Committ
however, the detail of all thofe perfe&ions in cruelty whi
;it exhibits: but two or three inftances I muft mention, t
.caufe they are of a recent date, and ftill more becaufe.th
will tend to convince thofe who are inclined rather to regul:
-than aboiifh the Slave Trade, that fo long as it is fuffered
.exift, the evils of the Middle Paffage muft exitt alfo, then,
- \in refpe& of them, more than any other clafs, regulation mig
have been deemed effetual. We were told, | rememb:
in an early ftage of our inquiry, that formerly indeed t
Negroes were but ill accommodated during their conveyan
and perhaps there was now and then a confiderable mortali
but fuch had been the improvements of late years, that th
were now quite comfortable and happy. Yet it was no long
ago than in the year 1788, that Mr. Ifaac Wilfon, whofe 1
tellige::t and candid manner of giving his evidence, could r
but imprefs the Committee with a high opinion of him, w
doomed to witnefs fcenes as deeply diftrefling as almoft e
occurred in the annals of the Slave T'rade. . I will not co
:demn the Committee to liften to the particulirs of his drea
-ful tale, but for-the prefent will content myfelf with pointi
~your attention to the mortality. His fhip was a veflel of 2
.tons, and fhe had on board 602 Slaves, a number grea
- than we at prefent allow, but rather lefs I think, than wi
,was afferted by the Slave Merchants to be neceflary in orc
:to carry an their trade to any tolerable profit. Out of th
602 fhe loft 155. ‘I will mention the mortality alfo of thi
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or- four more veffels which were in company with her,” ang
belonged: to the fame owner. One of them bought 450,
and buried 2c0; another bought 466, and buried 73 ; -ano-
ther bought 546, and buried 158; befides 155 from his
own fhip, his number being 602 ; and from the whole four
-after the landing of their Cargoes there died 220. He fell
in With ano:her veflel which loft 362, the number the had
bought was not fpecified. To thele altual deaths during and
immediately after the voyage, add the fubfequent lofs in what
is called the feafoning, and confider. that this lofs would be
‘greater than ordinary in Carroes landed in fo.fickly a ftats,
-Why, Sir, were fuch a mortality general, it would in a few
‘months depopulate the earth. Wae a‘ked the Surgean the -
«caufes of thefe exceflive lofies, particularly on board his own
ithip, where he had it in his power to afcertain them; the fub-
- ftance of his reply was this :—that moft of the Slaves ap-
peared to labour under a fixed deje&tion and melancholy,
‘interrupted now and then by lamentations and’plaintive fongs,
expreflive of their concern for the lofs of their relations
.and friends, and native country. So powerfully did this ope-
-gate,, that many attempted various ways of deftroying: them-
felves ; fome endeavoured to drown themfelves, and three
-alually effeCted it; others obftinately refufed to take fufte<
‘nance, and when the whip and other violent means- were
.ufed to compel them to eat, they looked up in the face of the
-officer who unwillingly executed this painful tafk, and faid in
their own language ¢ prefently we (hali be no more.” Their
ftate of mind produced a general languor and debility, which
‘were incieafed in many inftances by an unconquerable abfti-
-nence from food, arifing partly from fickncfs, partly, to uf®
the language of Slave Captains, from ¢ fulkinefs.”” The'e
caufes naturally produced the flux, the contagion {pread, num-
bers were daily carried off; and the diforder aided by fo many
-powerful auxiliaries refifted a:l the force of medicine. . And
it is worth while to.remark, that thele grievous fufferings ap-
pear. to have been in no degree owing either to want of care
-pn the part of the owner, or to any negligence or. harfhnefs of
the Captain. When Mr. Wilfon was queftioned it the (hip
‘was well fitted ; as well, fays he, as moft veflels are, and the
Crew and Slaves as well treated as in moft thips; and he
afterwards fpeaks of his Captain in (il frongsrt twxws, ¥
being 3 man of tendernefs and humamty. ' ~cs
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¢ The thip in which Mr. Claxton the Surgeon failed, fince the
Regulating A&, afforded a repetition of all the fame horrid
<circumftances I have before alluded to. Suicide, in various
ways, was attempted and effeCted, and the fame barbarous
expedients were reforted to, in.order to compel them to cons
Kinue an exiftence tco painful to be endured : the mertality
ulfo was as great. And yet here al(o it appears to hive been in
wo degree the fault of the Captain, who is reprecfented as having
felt for the Slaves in their wretcied fituation. If fuch was the
" ftate of things under Captains who had ftill the feelings of their
nature, what muft it be under thofe of a contrary deifcription ?
* it would be a cutious fpeculation to confider what would be
the conduét towards his Cargo of fuch a2 man as one of the fix
1 lately fpoke of : it would be curious to trace fuch an one in
idea through all the opportunities the Middle Paflage would
sfford him of difplaying the predominant features of his
charaéter. ' '

Unbhappily, Sir, it is not left for us here to form eur
own conjectures | Of the condu@ of one of them at leaft,
I have heard incidents which furpifs all my imagination
owould have conceived. One of thein I would relate, if it
were not almoft too thocking for defcription; and yet I feel
it my duty, in the fituation in which I ftand, not to fuffer
mfelf to pay too much attention to what has been well

ed fqueamifhnefs on the part of the Committee. If it be too
bad for me to recite, or for you to hear, it was not thought
100 bad for one of thofe unhappy creatures to futfer, of whom I
have this night the honour to be the Advacate. There was
a poor girl on board, about fifteen years of age, who ‘had .

~ unfortunately contra&ted a diforder, which produced effeGs
that rendered her a peculiar obje& of commiferation. In this -
fituation the poor girl being quite naked, bent down in a
ftooping pofture, withing out of modefty to conceal her infir.
mity : the Captain ordered her to walk upright, and when fhe
cou{d not, or would not obey, he hoifted her up, naked as fhe
‘was, by the wrifts, with her feet a little diftance from the
deck ; and whilft fhe there hung, a fpe@acle to the whole
_crew, he flogged her with .a whip with his own hands. He
then hung her up in a fimilar way by both legs, and laftly
one Jeg; till at length having thus cxhaufted the efforts of Wig
favage iavention, be releafed her from her torments. The poar

unhapoy
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unbappy young weman never took heart again; what with the
pain, and what with the fhame fthe futfered, fhe tell into con-
vulfions, ard died within three days.—The perton who related
th:s fatt te me is a proteflional man, who is ready to declare it
upon his oath. He has related to me other adls of barbarity,
nearly as awecious ; .and you will be littie furprifed to hear, thar
" the cruelties of this wretch were net confined to Slaves alone,
but that the Sailors came ia for their fhare. Mr. Wilberfarce
being called upon for the name of the Captain, faid, Captain
Kimber is the man who performed thele feats, the Com-
mander ot one of the {ix thips in the affair ot Calabar.—
Think only that thefe things pafied but a few months aga,
and here too, as | have betore had occafion to remark, yow
will obterve that this was at \he very moment of our inquiry
and difeufion ; and yet even then they could not, though but
for a fhore interval, fufpend their work of cruclty, but pur- |
fued it more -daringly and defperately than ever. And fo will
it ever be whilft you employ fuch Agents as the Slave Trade
either -finds or makes: you will in vain endeavour to pre-
vent the effe@s of thofe terocious difpotitions which this favage
trafick too commonly creates; till your regulations cun
counteral the force of habit, and change the nature of tae
buman mind, they will here be of no avail.
" Nor,as you muft have already colleéted, can they have all that
effect which has fometimes been fuppofed even in preventing the
mortality. I do not, indeed, deny that the Regulating Aét has
leflened this mortality, but not in the degree in which it is
generally imagined ; and even in the laft year I know the deaths
on fhipboard will be fcund to have been between 10 and 1. per
- ¢ent. on-the whole number that was exported.—1n truth, yoa
cannot reach the caufe of this mortality by .ll your Regula-
tions.—Until you can cure a broken he.rt, until you cam
legiflate for the affeCtions, and bind by your ftatuces tne
paflions-and feelings of the mind, you will in vain fit" here
devifing rules and orders: your labour will be but in vain:
you cannot make thele poar creatures live againft their win: -
i fpite of all you can do they will elude your Regulations;
they will mock your Ordinances ; and triumph, as they have
already cone, in ¢fcaping out of your hands.
~ O, Sir! are not thefe things too bad to be any longer
eadured ! I cannot but periuade myfel{ Wax woeseiet Ak
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But if not facrificed, the flaves, if we were tb refufe tor
buy them, would be deftroyed.—T o this aflertion alfo we caw
oppole not only the reafon of the thing, but abundant, com-
plete,. indifputable teftimony.: in. fa nothing can be more’
ridiculous than the grounds on ‘whicli it has been- aflerted!
that the refufed: Slaves are deftroyed or facrificed. I will men-
tion to the Committee a fingle inftance or two as a-fpecimen:.
of the reft ; it is.to be found in the evid:-nce of Capt. Frazér.. -
K was curious to difcover how a-perfon declared to be in: ge-
neral a man: of an amiable temper, could recorcile it to his:
principles and feelings to carry on the Slave Trade: The:
folution was furnilhed me wien I found that. he-had. im-:
bibed this notion of- the unhappy fate of the refufed Slaves..
Confidering that he him{clf told us of other modes wherein,
they were difpofed of in various places, I thought him a. jitde
unreafinable .in this opinion: however, he frankly gave - ue.
the grounds of'it: I muft beg the Committee to.hear thiem
in-his: own: words :—¢] had.a Cabenda bey with me as a.
% linguift, who informed me, one evening, that a Slave, whom :
« 1 would not purchafe, was. put to death in the following
“ manner :—the owner of this-Slave who came from the in<
“-land country, as. I was informed, called:the traders and}
¢ fithermen together under a large tree. He told'them. that;
¢ the Slave whom.the White Nlan would not buy, had run.
« away from him feveral times in his own country. He ac-
¢ cufed him-of dithonefty. He declarcd that by the cuftom.
‘ of that country, every man that met a runaway Slave wasi
“ obliged to bring him back to his mafter, for which the:
“ matter wasiobliged to pay him. He fuid that this:Slave. rum .
“ away three times: from him : that. he paid more for bringw-
“ ing. him back than he was worth: that he derived no be=
“ nefit from his labour: that he had offered him to a2 White:
‘ Man, who refufed to purchafe him at the price he. afked -
“ that he was detcrmined to put him to death to prevent the:
‘ neocflity of paying any more for bringing him back, and+
¢ as an example to the reft of his Slaves.” :

He then recites the particulars of the mode wherein the .
owner proceeded - to the execution of his purpofe  But. can:-
any thing: be'more unfair than to urge this as a proof thae(
refufed Slaves.in general are put to death? It feemns almoft .
-as if the owner of this boy had been on his guard to prevent:
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the pofiibility of fuch a conftrultion: he does not a& likea:
man who thinks he may take away the life of his Slave on the:
mere impulfe of his own caprice, but he is folicitous not tor
fubjet himfelf to fuch an imputation; he is anxious to juf~
tify himfelf to the furrounding natives, who might otherwife-
refent his condutt; he accordingly convenes them for that
purpofe, and explains at large the grounds of his proceed-
ing. Another inftance is mentioned by Captain Fraver,
wherein a fucking child was about to be put to death, if he
had not humanely refcued it by the offer of a jug of brandy.
But he has himfelf furnifhed you with an explanation of this,
incident ; and on reading a little- farther you find that it was
the child of a.woman who had been-purchafed the {ame:day- =
by another Captain. Captain Frazer carried_the child-on*
board' and reftored it to its mother, who went on her knees,
and kifled his feet. L —

But leaving this topick of the maffucre of refufed. Slaves, it
is added by the fame votaries of humani?, that the general:
flate of things in Africa is fuch, that the Slave Trade cannot:
render it worfe; that it is kindnefs to the inhabitants of that
country to take them out of it. In fhort; that inftcad of be-
ing the worft enemies as I have ftated, we have been in fad*
the benefaltors of the Africans. This is a part of the fub-' .
je& on which very miftaken notions have prevailed, and I'
beg leave to read certain extra&s [ have made with relation to’
it; they are many of them fele&ted from- the publication of
my noble friend which [ before referred to.

From thefe it will appear that the ftate of things in Africa-
is by no means fo barbarous as has been reprefented, and that-
the fituation of thofe who are in the condition of Slaves
themfelves, is in no degree a flate of hardthip and degrada-
tion. «.Axim, fays Bofman, is cultivated, and abounds
_ with numerous: large and beautiful villages ; its inhabitants
are induftrioufly employed -in trade, fithing, ‘or agriculture;
they export rice to all the Gold Coaft”’— there is a great-
number of fine populous villages on the River- Ancobar”—
“ The inhabitants of Adom always expofe large quantities
of corn, &c. to fale, befides what they want for their own ufe:”
¢ The people of Acron feldom or never go to war; they -
hufband their time and grounds fo well that every year pro-
duces-a pleatiful harveft.”” Speaking of the Gold Coaﬂ:\‘\im
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fays, « their moft artful works are the gold and filvér bags:
bands they make for us, the thread and contexture of which-
is fo fine that I queftion whether our’ European artifts would
not be put to it to imitate them ; and indeed if they could,:
and were no better paid than the Negroes, they would be
obliged to live on dry bread.”—< The people of Fida are fo-
ftrongly bent on trade and agriculture, that they never think.
of war.”—Speaking of the Fetu country, he fays, « fre
quently when walking through it, [ have feen it abound
with f{nc well-built and populous towns, agreeably enriched:
with vaft quantities of corn and cattle, palm wine and oil.
The inhabitants all apply themfelves without diftinétion to
agriculture : fome fow corn, others prefs oil, and draw wine:
from the palm trees.” .

I will now read from the evidence certain extralts de=-
fcriptive of the ftate of Slaves in Africa; and from thefe.
it will appear whether even their fituation -is fuch a one
“as to give them much reafon to envy the condition of their. -
brethren, who have been carried to the Weft Indies.
« The Slaves are well fed, their labour is not conftant, and
there is no driver in Senegal and Gambia.”—¢ Domeftick.
Slaves have all the advantages of free men.”— Born Slaves
cannot be fold but for a crime on trial by their own clan,”
—And_again, ¢ domefticks are not fold by their mafters but
- for, enormous crimes, and after trial by their own clan.”
©« Many flaves in Africa are not eafily diftinguithed from,
their mafters.”’—« Slaves are treated well and tamiliarly at
Angola.”’=<¢ On the continent of Africa Slaves are few in
rumber, they are treated well, eat with their mafters, work,
along with them, and are well clothed.”—¢ The Slaves of.
perfons_in Africa are treated by them as Europecans treat:
people of their own family ;> and not to multiply extra&ts -
unneceflarily, I will only add on this head the declaration of -
a witnefs, who informs .us, that though ¢« Blacks in Africa. .
have faid they were Slaves, he never difcovered this from.
their treatment.”
- I cannot ditmifs this branch of the fubject without begg~ -
ing the Committee to attend to fome felv farther extralts
from authors of credit, which fuggeft how far Africa has.
bencfited from her conneétion with %uropeans. They fhall
be but few, for were I difpofed to multiply them, there would.

be
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be no end of my labour. I will pafs over many I had feleGed,
for the purpofe of ftating them to the Houfe, which refpet the
pra&ices of breaking up villages, and of depredations both of
the Whites on' the Blacks, and of the Blacks on each other, .
enceuraged and ftimulated by the Europeans; but I muft
beg leave to read to the Committee a few which fpeak of
the exertions of our attive benevolence in inciting them to
war, and of the effect of the Slave Trade upon the criminal
law and the adminiftration of juftice. * From thefe laft it will
appear how far we can pretend with any decency, that by our.
humane interference we had refcued their conviéts fro.n the
barbarous feverity of their fanguinary laws; and intrcduced
a milder fyftem of criminal jurifprudence. ‘

Smith, who was fept out by the Royal African Company,
in 1726, aflures us, that « the difcerning natives account it
their greateft unhappinefs that they were ever vifited by the
Europeans. They fay that we Chriftians introduced the
traffick of Slaves, and that before our coming they lived in
peace. But; fay they, it is obfervable wherever Chriftianit
comes, there come with it a fword, a gun, powder, and ball.’

«The Europeans,” fays Brue, «are far from defiring to at
as peacz-makers among them. It would bz too coatrary to
their interefts ; for the only objeét of their wafs is to carry
off Slaves, and as thefe form the principal part of their traffick, -
they would be apprehenfive of drying up taz fource of it, were
they to encourage the people to live well together.”—¢ The:
neighbourhood of the Damel and Tin keep them perpetually
at war, the bencfit of which accrues to the Company, who
buy all the priloners made on either fide, and the more there
are to fell, the greater is their profit; for the only end of
their armaments is to make captives to fell them to the White
‘T'raders.” _

Artus of Dantzick fays, that in his time <« thofe liable to
pay fines were banifhed until the finé was paid; when they
returned to their houfes and pofleffions.”

Bofnan affirms, that “ the punithment for adultery is by
fine; the fine among the common people is 45 §, or 6 pounds,
and among the rich mere, perhaps 1ooli or 2ool. he has
heard of fines of 5,0001.””—¢ The punithment for theft on the
Gold Coafl is by finz.”— The greateft crimes at Whydah

are generaly compenfated by money.” Speaking of the GS&
< CaonX,
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Coaft, he fays, « Nobody is here fined above his ability, unlefs

by an accumulation of crimes he hath given occafion there-

to, and then he is fent into Slavery.”—At Benin he informs

us, that « theft is punifhed by reftitution and fine, and if the

. thief is poor, after the reftitution of the goods, if in his power,
he is very well beaten.” :

Moore, who refided feven years on the Coaft, as Fa&tor te
the Company, fays, ¢ fince this Trade has been ufed, all pu-
nithments have been changed into Slavery; there being an
advantage in fuch condemnation, they ftrain the crimes
‘very hard in order to gct the benefit of felling the criminal.
Not only murder, theft, and adultery, are punithed by felling
the criminal for a Slave, but every trifling crime is punithed
in the fame manner.”

Atkins, fpeaking of adultery and theft, fays, ¢ Trade has
fo infefted them with covetoufnefs and fraud, that the Chiefs
will put fnares both for the one and’the other, driving at the
profit, and not at the punithment of a crime.”

Loyer affirms, that ¢ the King of Sain on the leaft pretence
fells his fubjeéts for European goods. He is fo tyrannically
fevere, that he makes a whole village refponfible for- the faults
gf one inhabitant, and on the leaft offence fells them all for

laves.” '

Such, Sir, are the teltimonies that have been borne, not
by perfons whom I have fummoned, not by friends to the
Abolition, but by men who were, many of them, themfelves:
engaged in the Slave T'rade. Many, many more I could
add of the fame kind, but thefe are abundantly fufficient to
refute the unfounded affertions of thefe pretended advocates
for humanity. But in truth were they even to make good
their affertions, they would in my mind little mend their
caufe : were it ever fo true, as it is moft falfe, that you
made them happier by taking them away, this would give
you no right to take thein againft their will. '

I have fometimes been reproached with my extravagant hu--

~manity. But I may now repel the accufation, and for myfelf

declare, as'I have faid before, that I reft this queftion not on

the ground of humanity, but of RELIGION AND JUsTiCE.

It has fometimes alfo been imputed to me, that I am a&uated

by a fpirit of fanaticifin and bigotry ; but I beg it may here be
obferved, that it is on iy opponents and not on me-that thefe .
' charges |

..
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charges may be fairly urged: their’s are the very principles on
which have been refted the grofleft fyftems of bigotry and
fuperftition that ever difgraced the arinals of inankind. On what
other principles was it that Mahomet fent forth his Muflulmen
to ravage the world? Was it not thefe that lighted the fires
af the inquifition ! Have not both thefe {yftems been founded
on the notion of your having a right to violate the laws of
juftice, for the purpofes of humanity ? Did they not both .
plead that they were promoting the eternal happinefs of mana
kind 5 and that their proceedings were therefore to be juf-
tified on the ditates of true and enlarged benevolence ! But
the religion T profefs is of another nature ; it teaches me firft
to do juftice, and next to love mercy; not that the claims of
thefe two will ever be really found to be jarring and incon=
fitent: When you obey the laws of God, when you attend
to the claims of juftice, you will then alfo beft coafult and
moft advance the happinefs of mankind. This is true, this
is enlarged benevolence ; and of this it may be afirmed in
the unparalleled language of a great writer, * that her feat
<« is the bofom of C% » her voice the harmony of the world :
<« all things in heaven agd earth do her homage, the very
« leaft as feeling her care, the greateit as not exempted
« from her influence : both angels and men, and every other
¢« creature, though cach in different fort and order, yet all
¢ with uniform confent, admiring her as the mother of their
-¢ peace and joy.”
I fhall next touch for a moment on a ground whereon
our opponents, driven as they are from place to place
in queft of argument, have often attempted to take their
ftand : that I mean of other nations being likely to carry on
the Slave Trade if we were to abandon it; on which the
conclufion is then refted, that if fo, however wicked, how-
ever cruel it is, we might as well carry it on ourfelves.
* Adinitting the fuppofition to be juft, the inference that is
-drawn from it was ‘fo completcly expofed laft year by the
- Right Honourable Gentleman oppofite to me, that it can
hardly be neceffary for me now to fay a fyllable on the fubject.
I will therefore only repeat what lyhave declared on former
occafions, that I have no doubt if we were to abolifh the

-Slave Trade, otaer nations would follow our example.
: Ca2 ANXE
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Nor can any thing be more unreafonable than for Gentle-
men to urge againit the . probability of this event, that
the nations in queftion, fo far from abolithing, have even
~ lately paffed edits, and granted bounties for the encourage-
ment of the Trade. If for four or five years we have been
carrying on a laborious inveftigation into its nature and cir-
cumftances; if after developing its genuine charalter, and
afcertaining its dreadful effeéts, we ftill hang back and hefi-
tate, was it fair to expe&, as I argued on a former occafion,
that the nations in queftion thould relinquith the Trade with-
out inquiry, little acquainted as they muft be fuppofed to be
with its accumulated horrors, and even confirmed by our
delay in the idea of their having been exaggerated? Andis it
juft to infer, that they will continue in the commiffion of '
thefe crimes knowingly, becaufe they have hitherto done it
_ignorantly ? In fa&, Sir, an incident that has lately happened
in a neighbouring kingdom, tends to confirm this very rea-
foning, and it fhould encourage the friends of Abolition to
find that their generous efforts have already produced fome
effe®. - Denmark has confented to abolifh the Slave Trade
in 10 years. Dreadful indeed is.the idea of tolerating for a
moment, much more .for fo long a term, fuch a fyftem of
wickednefs ; but let it be faid in excufe for Denmark, that the
keew but little of its enormity in comparifon with us, and
that fhe alfo with fomewhat more colour of reafoning, if the
argument can in any cafe be endured, may allege that the
number of Slaves the takes off was fo fmall, that her going
out of the trade would make no real difference in the number
exported from Africa.- But can we fay this, who carry off’
almoft 3s many as all the reft of Europe put together? There
is in fa&t no nation in the world by which this argument may
not be ufed with more decency than by ourfelves.
But miferable as this pretext is, I am afraid it will be found
on a clofer inquiry that we have no right to avail ourfelves of
it: let us afk ourfelves honeftly, if we a& like thofe who are
really influenced by this confideration. If we were fincere in our
profeflions, we fhould furely labour to convince the nations
" of Europe of the enormities of the Slave Trade, and ftrive to

prevail on them to defift from it; whereas we do the very re-
-~ verfe, we fan&ion it by our example, we puth it to an un-
paralleled extent, and furnifh them with this very argument,

' ' - ~ which
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which if they accept, the Slave Trade can never be abolithed
at all.  But there are fome perfons who adopt a ftill bolder
language, ahd who declare without referve, that religion and |
juftice, and humanity command the Abolition of the Slave
Trade, but that they muft oppofe the meafure becaufe it is
inconfiftent with the national intereft. I truft and believe
no fuch argument will be ufed this night; for what is it
but to eftablith a competition between God and Mammon,”
and to adjudge the preference to the latter ? what but to de-
throne the moral Governor of the world, and to fall down
and worfhip the Idol of Intereft? What a manifefto were
this to the furrounding nations ; What a leflon to our. own
people! Come then ye Nations of the Earth,-and learn 3
new Code of Morality from the Parliament of Great Britain.
We have difcarded our old prejudices; we have difcovered
that religion and juftice, and humanity, are mere rant and
rhaplody ! Why, Sir, thefe are principles which Epicurus
- would have rejeted for their impiety, and Machiavel and-
Borgia would have difclaimed as tos infamous for avowal, and
#00 injurious to the general happinefs of mankind. If God
in his anger would punith us for this formal renunciation of
his authority, what feverer vengeance could he infli¢t than
our fuccefsful propagation of thefe accurfed maxims ! Con-
fider what effects would follow from their univerfal preva-
lence ; what fcenes fhould we foon behold around us : in pu-
blick affairs, breach of faith, and anarchy and bloodthed ; in
private life, fraud and diftruft, and perfidy, and whatever can
degrade the human charaéter, and poifon the comforts of focial’
and domeftick intercourfe. Men muft retire to caves and
deferts, and withdraw from a world become too bad to be -
endured. ~
If it be, however, our formal determination thus to fure
render ourfelves; without referve, to the domination of hard,
unfeeling avarice ; if we do refolve thus ta fell ourfelves for
gain, let it not, at leaft, be for fuch a gain gs this, fo minute,
fo dubious, which the ableft and beft informed men in the
- kingdom declare to you to be an injurious, rather than a
beneficial pofleffion ; let us atchieve fome clearly profitable
.villany, fome mafter-ftroke of wickednefs ; ‘we fhall then at
leaft be juftified on oyr own principles : but in this: inftance

you incur the utmoft guilt in purfuit of the fmalleft 208 wefly
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qu=Tionable profit, and difcredit not your hcarts only, but
© your underftandings, And if ever there were a feafon when
we thould lzaft of all a& on this principle, it is the prefent
day of our unzxampled profperity : fhall we chufe this very
moment, when we are enjoying fo mych from the bounty of
Providence, for openly trampling its laws under our feet, and
pouring contempt on its moft ,authoritative injunéions?
Why, Sir, if there weic one of the brute creation, who, be-
ing himfelf pampered to the fully were thus to make his hap-~
pinefs confiit in vexing and perfecuting thofe weaker animals
whom his ftrength enabled him to injure with impunity, we
fhould drive it from us as too bad to be domefticated by
mankind. Oh Sir! let us fpare a fmal! part of our full cup
of happnefs, in order to give comfort and joy to thoufands
upon thoufunds uf our fellow creatures who are now groan-
inz under oppreflion and wretchednefs. Nay you are not even
called upo:i in this inftance to give up any thing you enjoy ;
but herz you may do good by wholefale, and at no expence
y»ou may enrich others and be yourfelves no poorer, Surely it
1s confiderations like thefe, it is the defire of ceafling from
the gult of abufing the bounty of Heaven, and a fenfe of
_the obligation they are under to communicate to others the
happine?s they themfelves enjoy, that has caufed the people of
Great Britain to ftep forward on this occafion, and exprefs
their ferife more generally and unequivocally than in any in-
ftance wherein they have ever before interfered. I fhould in
* yain attempt to exprcfs to you the fatisfaction with which it

as filled my mind, to fee fo great and glorious a concurrence,
to fee this great caufe triymphing over al! leffer diftin&tions,
and fubftituting cordiality and harmony in the place of diftruft
and oppafition : nor have its effeéts amongft ourfelves been in
this refpet lefs ditinguifhed or lefs honoarable; it has raifed
the chara&cr of Parliament. Whatever may have been
thought or faid concerning the unreftrained prevalency of our
political divjfions, it has taught fyrrounding nations, it has
taught our admiring coqmr{'l, that there are fubjects ftill be-
gond the reach of party; there is a point of elevation where
Wwe get ahove the jarring of the difcordant elements that ruf-
fle and agitate the vale below: in' our ordinary atmofphere,
¢louds and vapours obfcure the air, and we are the fport of a
thoufund conflictng winds and adverfe currents ; but here,
: ‘ we
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we move in a higher region, where all is pure and clear and
ferene, free from perturbation and difcompofure :

"As fome tall cliff that lifts its awful form,

Swells from the vale and midway l=aves the ftorm ;
Tho’ round its breaft the rollinz clouds are fpread,
Eternal funfhine feitles on its head.

Here then, on this auguft eminence, let us build the tem-
ple of benevolence ; let us lay its foundation deep, in truth
and juftice, and let the infcription on its gates be ¢ Peace and
good Will towards men.”” Here let us offer the firft fruit of

~our profperity ; here let us devote ourfelves to the fervice of
thefe wretched men, and go forth burning with a generous
ardor to compenfate, if poffible, for the injuries we have hi-
therto brought on them : Let us heal the breaches we have
made : Let us rejoice in becoming the happy inftruments of
arrefting the progrefs of rapine and defolation, and of in-
troducing into that immenfe country the bleflings of chrifti-
anity, the comforts of civilized, and the fweets of focial life.
I am perfuaded, Sir, there is no man who hears me who
would not join with me in hailing the arrival of this happy
- period 3 who does not feel his mind cheered and folaced by
the contemplation of thefe delightful fcenes. The firft ftep
towards realizing them, muft be to agree with me this night in
the motion I mean to bring forward. :

But it has been fometimes faid, thefe are all idle and illu-
five expeftations ; the Africans are unconquerably favage ;
all attempts to civilize them muft be in vain. Whatever,
I might have thought of the argument itfelf, I fhould have
fiven thofe who urged it, more credit for their fincerity, if

had found them acting like men who were convinced of its
truth: but furely, it argues their diftruft of its validity, when
you fee them not merely abftaining themfelves from attempt-
ing the civilization of Africa, but, even obftru&ing and

- oppofing others who are engaged in the profecution of
this benevolent defign. It is with thame and humiliation,
I remind the Committee of the refiftance that was made to
an honourable friend of mine, when he brought forward a
meafure for eftablifhing one little fettlement in Africa, where-
in the natives, fecure from the ravages of the Slave Trade,
might cultivate the ground in peace ; where we might inda-
C 4 ’ ENNUS
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tute a bloodlefs traffic in the produ&ions of the foil, inftead of
this wicked commerce in the fleh and blood of our fellow
creatures. How was he thwarted in the exercifée of his bene-
volence? Petitions poured in from the African Traders, the
whole flate of things was changed, and the natives, wao had
‘been before defcribed as being {o infuperably indolent, that it
was impoffible to prevail on them to work,. were now ftated
to be an induftrious people, who furnithed the African fhips
with rice and other provifions in great quantities, and at rea-
fonable rates. '

But, Sir, thefe inconfiftencies and comtradi®ions were
not wanted to convince any reafonable man, that there
was no foundation for the opinion, that it was impoflible
to civilize the continent of Africa.” After having fo long
troubled the Houfe, I dare not entér into the wide field it
would be neceffary for us to inveftigate, in order to the com-
plete difcuffion of this argument: 1 may do it hereafter, if it
be required of me; mean while, I will only remark, that
there are no inftances of barbarifin amongft the Africans, for
which we may not find a parallel in the hiftory of our own an-
‘ceftors. In fadt, Sir, this argument when traced to its foun-
datjon, will be found to bottom on the opinion, that the Ne-
groes are not of the human fpecies : this is now, I hope and
believe, an exploded idea; but let it never be forgotten, that
nonz was originally contended.for with more thamelefs obfti- -
nacy, and I now mention it the rather, becaufe I am per-
fuaded that the Slave Trade can find ‘no other refting place.
And, give me leave to fay, that the advocates for this inhu-
man’ traffic, acted more honeftly, and fairly, and openly
whilft they took their ftand here, than they do now in conti-
nuing to contend after they have been forced to abandon the
premifes.  Oh! Sir, for their own happinefs it were to have
been withed, that thefe poor creatures had not been poffefled
of human feelings ! but they have fhewn the contrary, by
-ten thoufand different proofs. They are confefled to be, in
their own country, remarkably hofpitable and kind. "What do
they not feel on being feparated from their friends and connec-
tions and native country ? Witnefs their arts- of fuicide on
fhip board, and that expedient which is provided in the very
conftru&ion of a Slave fhip, to prevent their terminating an
exiftence, become too painful to be endured, "Their attach-
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© ent to their mafters, when kindly treated, is acknowledged

« by our opponents, and a thoufand other proofs might be ad-
duced of their poflefling all the beft feelings of our nature.
No, Sir; itis we, that muft confefs ourfelves deficient
in tendernefs. From thefe defpifed beings, whom we would
degrade to the level of the brute creation, let us difcover
what it is to have human feclings; let us learn from them the
myftery of compaflion; and borrow the fympathies of a nature
fuperior in fenfibility to our own. .

I muft fay a word or two concerning the terms of my me-
tion, which differs a little from that of laft year. Gentlemen
may concur with me in my vote who approve of a bill for de-
ferring thé period of Abolition. My conviction of the -
indifpenfable neceflity of immediately ftopping this trade re-
mains however as ftrong and unfhaken as ever; 7 can admit .
of no compromife, and will avail mylelf of -any oppor-
tunity of at once deftroying this {yftem of iniquity. I am fure
too, that the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade is
to be juftified on the principles of found policy. Let it not
be thought, Sir, cither of my Right Honourable Friend,
who fits near me, or of myflf, that it was for our
own fakes that we went into that minute detail, and
thofe laborious calculations ; from a fenfe of duty we conde-
fcended to fuch ignoble drudgery, but we appealed ourfelves
to more {imple and more exalted principles : where the com-
mands of juftice and humanity are fo imperious, I kifow not
how to admit of parley or of compromife. Let thofe who
talk 'of allowing three or four years to the continuance of the
Slave Trade, think of the difgraceful fcenes that paffed laft
year. For myfelf, however, I will wath my hands of the
blood that would be fpilled in this borrid interval: I will
proteft againft its being granted, as the moft flagrant violation
of every principle of juftice and humanity. 1 cannot but be-
lieve, that the hour 1s at length come, when we fhall put a
final period to the exiftence of this unchriftian traffic : but if
in this fond expe&ation, I thould be unhappily miftaken, be
affured, Sir, I never will defert the caufe, but to the laft mo-
ment of my life, I will exert my utmoft powers in the fervice
of that unhappy country. In truth, if I were not to perfevere.
I muft be dead to every generous emotion that can actuate,

and ftimulate the mind of man, Can a noble Objedt tekerei
A0 0 &
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or the confcioufnefs of an honourable office! What obje&t fo
noble as this of relieving the miferies of thoufands upon thou-
fands of our fellow creatures; introduting chriftianity and ci+
vilization to a fourth part of the habitab%e lobe ! 1am, in-
deed, confcious of the honourable nature qf the office 1 have
undertaken, and grateful to God for having permitted me to
take the lead in the communication of fuch extended bleffings.
My tafk is one in which it is impoffible to tire; my work
repays itfelf, it fills my mind with complacency and peace.
I'lie down with it at night with compolure, and rife to it in
the morning with alacrity. Ifit obliges me to be converfant
with fcénes of wretchednefs, this is but like vifiting an hof-
pital from motives of humanity, where your own feelings re-
pay you for the pain you undergo. No Sir, no; I never will
defift from this blefled work ; but I cannot help perfuading
myfelf, that there will be no call for my perfeverance ; I will
not allow myfelf to doubt about the iflue, and cheerfully wait
the event of your decifion. ‘

Mr. Wilberforce then moved.

¢ That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the trade
carried on by Britith fubjeés, for the purpofe of obtaining
Slaves op the coaft of A'rica, ought to be abolifhed-”

Were this motion carried, Mr. Wilberforce gave notice
that he intended to follow. it up by another. ‘
“ That the Chairman be dire@ed to mave the Houfe for
leave to bring in a bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade.”

T

MRr. Barrire.—It is upon the certainty of meeting with
every fpecies of indulgence that is ufually granted, by this Ho-
nourable Houfe, to all its new Members, that I mufter confidence
fufficient to offer my humble opinion upomthe prefent queftion ;
a queftion, Sir, of the greateft importance that ever came be-
fore Parliament, novel and fpeculative in its nature, and fup-
ported by fome of the greateft orators who have ever appeared
within the walls of this Houfe. There is no man living enter-
tains a more indifferent opinion of his own abilities than 1 do;
and I fecl moft fenfibly, and with great mortification, the in-
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, fufficiency of my powers, when brought into comparifon with
the brilliant parts of the Honourable Gentlemen with whom I
have to contend. However, Sir, being very particularly fitu-
ated as Agcnt to one of the moft valuable of our Iflands, having .
pafled the moft alive part of my life in the Weft Indies, hav-.
ing in the Britith Wett India Iflands a confiderable property,
both in land and Negroes, and being at the fame time as muc{l
intereftcd in the general welfare and profperity of the trade, the
manufatures, and the navigation of Great Britain, as an
(entleman in the prefent Parhament, I flatter myfelf that this
Honou:able Houf: will not.confider my interference as impro-
per ; efpecialy, Sir, .whenIcan aflure the Honourable Comw<
mittce, that I confider the prefent Queftion as involving in its
confequences a confiderab’e proportion of the trade and naviga-
tion of Great Britain,-and the very exiftence of thofe valuable
Weft .India Colonies, which have been eftablifhed by this -
country for upwards of a century, nourithed, cherithed, and
fupported, under various A&s of Parliament, and at the ex-
pence of a very fcrious and weighty outlay of money. I will -
not, Sir, at this early ftage of my argument, make any ob-
fervations upon the defcription of people who have fo very
eagerly, and with (o much zeal and induftry, propagated and
broughtforward this unfortunate and impolitic Queftion: T will
content myf{:lf by obferving, that they have very artfully placed
the management of the bufinefs in the hands of an Honourable
Gentleman, refpectable in his Charatter, and amiable in his
manners, and for whofe private virtues no man entertains a
greater value than [ do. This Gentleman, Sir, is the known
and avowed friend and favourite of the Right Honourable
Gentieman who fo very ably, and {, worthily prefides at the
head of the Adminiftration of this country. His arguments,
upon a former occafion, operated upon the Minifter’s mind,
and at the fame time extended their effe@s to the mind of the
Right Honourable Gentleman who makes fo yery confpicuous
a hgure upon the oppofite fide of the Houfe. There is neither
in or out of Parliament, Sir, 2 man who is a greater admirer of
the incomparable and brilliant abilities of thefe Right Honour-

- able Gentlemen, than I am; 1 confider them, Eir, as orna-
ments to.this Houfe, and ornaments to their country; but
howeyer I may be difpofed to bow, with all due fubmiffion, to
their opinions upon other occafions, yet upon the gre(e,-‘\t\\x{&&m‘
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I differ from them moft effentially : 1 mean, Sir, I differ from
the opinions they gave upon the former inveftigation of the
queftion ; for, from the circumftances that have occurred in
the Hiftory of the Weftern World, fince the clofe of the laft
Seffion of Parliament, I flatter myfelf that they are now made
fully fenfible of the evil and dangerous tendency of the meafure.
However, Sir, to come to the Right Honourable Gentlemen
in 2 Minifterial capacity, I do maintain, without meaning any
_ perfonal offence whatever, that the part they a&ed, upon the
Queftion’s being debated .in Parliament laft year, was unex-
pe&ted, very unbecoming their high charaéters, and not at all
confiftent with the principles upen which, in my humble opi-

wion, great Statefmen ought to act. '
" I conceive it, Sir, to be the indifpenfible duty of men in high
. fituations, and who are, or may be, intrufted with the lead of
public affairs, to confider the general intereft of the State, and
of individuals, with a moft fcrupulous and attentive eye, and to
fee that the good policy of the country, and the good under-
ftanding that has long fubfifted betwixt Government and our
fubje&s in our diftant Colonies, under the fanction and protec-
tion of various A&s of the Parliament of Great Britain, thould
. not be broken in upon by fuch a wiid, fuch an impraét'cable,
and fuch a vifionary fcheme, as the prefent queftion for abolith-
ing the African Slave Trade. I flattered myfelf, Mr.Chairman,
that the friends and promoters of the Abo!ition would have eon-
tented themfelves with the mifchiefs that had already arifen, in
confequence of the agitation of that unfortunate meafure ; and
that the fanguinary difpofition of a certain defcription of people,
would have been fully fatiated with the innccent blood that has
already been fpilt : but, alas! Sir, that is not likely to be the
cafe ; many of them have been known and heard to exult at the
calamities we daily read of, fo that in all probability, the mif-
chief is only done in part, and it requires the total defolation
and deftruétion of the Weft Indid Colonies of Great Britain ta
.complete the melancholy feene. I have in my hand, Mr.
Chairman, a fmall pamphlet, printed and publithed by order of
the Weft India Planters and Merchants, for the ufe and infor-
mation of the Members of both Houfes of Parliament ; it con-
tains, Sir, the fpeech of the Deputies of St. Domingo to the
National Affembly of France, and alfo the fpeech of M, -
Boftrand, the Iate Minifter of the Marine, to the faid
Co Affembly,
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Aflembly, upon the infurreQion of the Negroes in that iftand.
If, Sir, the deftru&ion of the: moft extenfive and moft va- -
luable colony in the world, the maffacre of its inhabitants,
the ravifhing ot the moft beautiful part of the creation ina
manner hitherto unknown and unheard of; and the unnatural
.murder of fathers, by the hands of their own children, are
fufficient .to operate upon the feelings of humanity, there is
not, I am perfuaded, a Gentleman in this Houfe, who
can withftand the fhock; but to me, who have a perfonal
knowledge of the theatre of thefe dreadful fcenes, and who-
(though an Englithman, and at St, Domimgo in the very glo-
rious and fuccefsful war that'was carried on, under the aufpices
_ of that great andimmortal StatefmanLordChatham )received dif~
~ tinguithed marks of kindnefs and hofpitality from many of thofe
-families, who by the late melancholy events have been tran{mit-
ted to oblivion, they are doubly affliéting ; and when I bring
to my recolleftion, that the caufes of all thefe calamities
have originated in Great Britain, I am overwhelmed with for-
row. The ifland of St. Domingo, Mr. Chairman, is as large
as the kingdom of England. In the year 1789, the imports
into the colony from France, exceeded three millions fterling,
exclufive of near thirty thoufand Negroes, which at a very mo-
derate valuation, may be eftimated-at two millions fterling more:
the exports from the colony, in the fame year, amounted in va-
lue to fix millions fterling, and their trade gave employment
to three hundred thoufand tons of fhipping, and thirty thoufand
feamen. ‘Thefe circumftances, I take the liberty of men-
tioning to the Honourable Houfe, as a confirmation of the tefti-
mony I gave before the Committee of the Houfe of Cernmons,
when fitting on the Slave T'rade in the year 1790, In my evi-
dence on that occaficn, I believe, Sir, I gave it as my opinion,
that the African and Weft India trade of France generally em-
ployed betwixt forty and fifty thoufand feamen ; and when it
comes to be.confidered, that the produce of St. Domingo is
hardly equal to two thirds of the whole produce of the French
Weft India Colonies, I flatter myfelf it will be admitted, that
I have not exceeded in my calculation. ‘
Having faid fo much, Mr. Chairman, by way of introduc-
‘tion, to what I have to offer upon the queftion before the Hon-
ourable Houfe, I muft now beg leave to make fome obferva-

tions upon the fpeech of the Homourable Gendeman wan
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~ broaght it forward, which I will endeavour to do, in as con-
.cife 2 manner as poflible. I will afterwards take the liberty of
calling the attention of the Honourable Committee, to the
value and importance of the Weft India and African Trade to
Great Britdin; to fome of the authorities under which the Weft
" India Colonies and African T'rade were eftablithed ; to their
dependence on each other, and to the injuftice and impolicy of’
the prefent attempt to abolith the African Slave T'rade.
The Honourable Gentleman who brought forward this
queftion, has made ufe of nearly the fame arguments, on the
refent occafion, as he did upon the difcuflion of the fubjelt
aft year. And though it may be confidered as tedious, and -
even infulting in me, to go into the particulars of a mafs of
evidence, which I take it for granted every individual Mem-
ber of this Honourable Houfe is perfec mafter of, yet it is in-_
cumbent on me, fpeaking generally on the fubjet, to take no-
tice of the very partial manner in which thé Honourable Gen- -
tleman and his triends have garbled, from the whole body,
fuch particular parts of the evidence, as were fuited to anfwer
their own. purpofes : and with what an indecent indifference.
they have treated the teftimony of the feveral great and refpec-
table charadtzrs who voluntarily came firward, on our part,
-to remove that load of calumny and al ufe, which has fo illibe-
rally and fo wantonly besn thrown out againft every perfon
conneéted with the Weft Indies. I am very far from denying,
Mr. Chairman, that many a&s of inhumanity have been com- -
mitted in the tranfportation of Slaves from the Coaft of Africa
‘to the Weft Indies, and in the treatment of thofe Negroes
after they had been landed on our Iflands ; but, as [ believe,
Sir, that the failings and frailties of human nature prevail
generally, in pretty much the fame proportion, all over the
world, I mean among civilized nations, it would bz very un-
reafonable to expect, among the clafs of people concerned in
the African Trade, or among the inhabitants of the Britith
Weft India Iflands, a degree of perfeltion in morals, that is not
to be found in Great Britain itfelf. 'Wll any man eftimate the |
charater of the Englifh nation, by what is to be read in the
records of the Old Bailey ; or, will any of the moft fanguine
.. friends of the Aboiition, pretend to fay, that there have not
been committed, in this great and opulent city in which wé
live, alls of as thocking, as bafe, and as barbarous a nature,
as
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as any contained in the great mafs of evidence, now lying on_
your table ? I have lived, Sir, fixteen years of my life in the
Weft Indics, and notwithftanding what has been faid to the
contrary, I do declare, in the moft folemn manner, that I con-
fider the Negroes in the Britith Weft India Iflands, to be in as
comfortable a ftate, as the lower orders of mankind in any
country in Europe.
« Before the agitation of this unfortunate and impolitic quel-
, tion, their minds were at eafe, and they were perfectly con-
tented with their fituation ; and the confidence betwixt them
and their mafters was fo unbounded, that except in the {tores
where fugar, rum, provifions, and cloathing were generally
lodged, no locks were ever ufed. ‘This; Sir, I can affure the
- Honourable Committee, was the general difpofition of the
Negroes, in the Britith Weft India Iflands in the year 1776,
when I returned to Europe, and they continued in that happy
ftate until the enemies of the Colonies came forward, and pro-
pagated, with fo much zeal and induftry, the principles of their
pernicious dotrines. But, Sir, I-am forry to fay, itis very
far from being the cafe at prefent: the Weft India Iflands
are filled with Emiffaries, and publications of the friends of
Abolition. An univerfal want of confidence now prevails,
and inftead of being in that happy ftate, in which I have
reprefented them, every countenance carries the apbearance
of anxiety and care, and there is not an eftate without a
depot for arms, lodged there for the very purpofe of deftroy-
ing thofe, whofe lives it is our wifh to preferve upon every
principle of humanity and intereft, Some Gentlemen may
prabably confider thefe precautions as confiftent with the ge-
neral {yftem of oppreffion with which we are charged ; but to
me, who have been in fituations ¢f danger, ard know fome-
thing of the feelings of men, upon fuch occafions, I can affure
the Honourable Gentleman, that felf prefervation foregoes all
other confiderations.
Having faid fo much, Mr. Chairman, of the civil flate of
..the Negroes in our Iflands, I muft now, with the permiffion
of the Honourable Houfe, fpeak to their religious ftate, be-
inning with the Ifland of Grenada, where my property chiefly
fies. hat Ifland, was ceded to Great Britain, at the peace of
1763. Upon our taking podlefion of it, the Negroes were
found baptized, and inftruCted in fuch of the -principles Kk e
. Roman
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‘Roman Catholic faith, as were fuited to their humble capach~
ties. That religion now univerfally prevails ; for as ncw Ne-
groes were imported from Africa, they naturally adopted the
religious principles of thofe they found upon the Iland, and
the Priefts, who are always extremely induftrious in their vo-
cations, never failed of giving them the necefiary inftructions ;
1o that in the courle of twelve months, they generally enter-
tained very tolerable idcas of religious duties. There being.-
no Proteftant Clergvmen at that time in the Cclony, the
Gentlemen of the Ifland gave everv poflible encouragement
to the religious purfuits of their Negroes ; one-half. of the
number on each eftate were permitted to go every Sunday to
public Mafs, and the mornings and evenings of the Sabbath
were dedicated to religious worfhip on the Plantations, where
the whole Gang, as 1t is called, affembled at the dwlling
houfe or manfion, and went through the fervice of the
Church of Rome, under the immediate eye of the Mulier or -
Manager, in amanner, and with a fervency, that wouid have
done credit to more civilized focieties: and as I am one of
thofe who firaly believe that a remnant of all wiill be fuved,.
T can affure the Honourable Committee, that I have experi-
enced on thefe occafions fuch feelings and reflettiuns, as
would not have.difhonoured th: moft pure and pious mind.
As to the religious ftate of the Negroes in the iflands where
the Roman Catholic faith does nct prevail, I am extremely
forrytoobferve, that I cannot fay {y much for it. The Moravian
Miilionaries have of late made great progrefs in opening the
minds of the Negroes, in our oid ifland+, to a fenfe of raligi-
ous duties ; but there is among the Clergy of our eitabliihed
Church a degrec of inattention and indolcnce that is very
much to be lamented, and which is very unpardonable on
their part, confidering thz ample provifion that is made for
them by the Legiflatures of our feveral Colonies.  The pious
and rcl‘{ve&able charalter who at préfent {o worthlly fills the
‘fee of London, is, by what [ am informed, extremely atten-
tive to the morals and charalers of {uch men as are admitted
into holy" orders, for the purpofe of occupying the livings in
the Weft India iflands ; and I am perfedily convinced that all
poflible means will be made ufe of by that moit excellent
Prelare, to extend the bloflings of the Gofpel to tae minds of
the Negroes on-all out Plantations. ‘
The -

J
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. The Honourable Gentleman who brought forward thié
queftion, and his friends, hdvé, on thé prefent and former oc-
" cafions, dwelt very much upon the feverity of the punifh

wnts that are ufually adminiftered to our Negroes in the

eft India Iflands. f'adinit, Mr. Chairman, that inftances

of inhumanity, and even cruelty, may be produced ; but1 d

ny moft pofitively, that the principle or praice is ger’nérg;

and I with. to be permitted to afk fuch of the Members of this

Honourable Houfe, as have had the honour of ferving in. his

Majefty’s navy and army, if it is poflible or praicablé to

maintain that order and fubordination that js abl%lutel necef~

fary among bodies of men, without the fear of punifhmént ;
I fag, Sir, that it is not poffible ; and as punifhments always
fall on delinquents, of which there are a certain number in
every fociety, I do maintain, that in every fhip’s crew and regi-
ment, there is_as great a proportion of people who come
within that defcription, as in any Gang of Negroes in the
Weft Indies, be they ever fo indifferently difpofed. That
being admitted, Sir, lywill be glad to afk, if evér theré are-
punﬁ]ments inflited on our feamen ‘and foldiers. Have we
* ever heard, Sir, of feamen being,ﬂogfged from fhip to thip, or
of foldiers dying in the very a& of puniffiment, undér. the
lath of the drummer, when tied up to the halberts, and ex-
pofed in as thameful and ignominious a manner as poflibly ¢an
be conceived? And have we not alfo heard, even in this coun-
try of boafted liberty, of feamen’s being kidnapped and car-
ried away, when returning from diftant voyages, aftér an
~ abfence of many years, and that eéven without being allowed -
the comfort of feeing their wives and families? far;n €X-
* tremely forry to be uniér the necéﬂi't{ of having recourfe
to thefe circumftances, but I am prefled to it by the very
illiberal manner in which our opponents have brought for-
. ward every circumftance that applies fo Africa and to the
Weft Indies. With regard, Sir, to o'bjle&s of mifery and
compaffion, they are much riiore frcquent y to be met with in
Europe than in 'America. And I declare,” without hefitatiori,
and upon the beft grounds of perfonal knowledge aiid infor-
imation, that there is more wretchednefs and poverty in the
parifh of St. Giles’s, in which I live, than thére is in the
whole of the extenfive Colonies that now are, and formerly
were, under the dominion of Great Britain, taking them ot
. : D . VAt
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Barbadoes to Jamaica, round by the Floridas, and from
thence to the ifland of Newfoundland. - . B
" I hope the Honourable Committee will have the goodnefs to
excufe me for dwelling fo long upon this part of my argument,
and for requefting their particular attention to the very unhand- -
-fome and illiberal manner in which the Honourable Gentle-
man, who takes the lead in this bufinefs, and fome of his
friends, have treated the charaGers of many of the witnefles who
were examined before the Committee of the Houfe of Com-
"mons. I am very far, Sir, from being* difpofed to make
general refleCtions upon any body or fct of men, in the manner °
that has been adopted by thefe Honourable Gentlemen; nor
will T go into the particulars of the evidence; taking it for
granted, that the unprejudiced part of this Honourable Houfe
will confider the individuals that have been brought forward o
the part of the African Merchants, to be full as rcfpe&table, as
unbidffed, and as independent in their charalters and fituas
tions, as thofe who have appeared on the other fide. " As to
what regards that part of the evidence that applies to the Weft
Indies, '%a;m of a very different opinion indeed; I admit, Sir,
that there were produced. by our opponents, fome perfons, td
whofe teftimony, a certain portion of credit ought to bz given
but they were few in number, -and therefore I will venture to -
fay, that their general body of witnefles was compofed of ill-
informed, ignorant, and low men ; many of them picked up in
the ftreets of Liverpool and Briftol, where they were ftarving
for want of bread, having neither ability nor reputation to get
into any employment, 4nd hired by the Emiffaries and Agents
. of the Society in the Old Jewry, for the very purpofe’ of
giving fuch teftimony, as would miflead the minds of the
public, who had already been wrought up to'an extraordinar;
ftate of belief, by the publication of the moft incredible chain
of incidents, ‘that ever appeared in print. Have we never
keard, Sir, of the names of Rodney, Barrington, Hotham,
Mazcartney, Vaughan, or Campbell, and the many other great
'and ‘refpeGable charallers, who were examined before the
Committee of the Houfe of Commons, and‘gave ample tefti-
mony to the comfortable fituation of the Negroes in the
Weit Indies? Is the evidence of thofe Gentlemen (to make
ufe of the phrafe of an Honourable Member of this Houfe) 7
* ¢ [t at mought, and ar¢ we not to give full credit and belicftll to
‘ . ’ ]
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- the words of men, to whom their country, in a great meafute, :
owes the importance and weight the at prefent poflefles among -
the natiois of Europe? For my part, Sir, I was filled with in- -
" dignation at the very idea of drawing the opinions. of fich
illuftrious charaers, into comparifon with the evidence of
thofe on the oppofite fide, upon the difcuffion of the fubject laft
year, and I lamented exceedingly, that I was not then ina
fituation to give my fentiments upon it. ) o
I come now, Mr. Chairman, to fpeak of the value and im-
portance of the Weft Indian and African. Trades to Great’
‘Britain. It is not my intention, Sir, to take up the time of
the Committee, with an account of the revenue arifing to go-
vernment from the importation of the product of qur Weft India
Iflands, as probably I may be told by fome of the politicians of
the prefent day, that a fimilar importation: from Oftend or-
Havre, would in that refpect be attended with the.fame advan-
tages to Great Britain; I will therefore, Sir, confine myfelf to -
our Trade and Navigation to the Colonies and to Africa, and.
will be glad to atk fuch Gentlerhen, as are pleafed to pay pro-
per attention to the fubje&, if the exporter to, and the importer
from, the Britith Weft India Iflands and Africa, amounting
on the who'e to upwards of ten millions fterling annually, the
giving employment to 3¢0,000 tons of fhipping, ard about °
.25,000 feamen, are not objeéts.of the utmoft importance to
Great Britain ! The Gentlemen who had ated fo very hoftile
a part to the intereft of the Colonies, may now, as on a
former occafion, confider thefe objellts greatly over-rated, but
as I deal in matters of fa&, and in faéts only, 1 will be bound .
to make what I advance appear well founded, and to the entire
fatisfaction of this Honourable Houfe, when, and in whatever -
manner, they are pleafed to order me. S .
Having mentioned, Mr. Chairman, in as concife and intel-
ligible 2 manner as I am mafter of, the value and importance
of our Weft Indian and African trade ; I am now to fpeak of -
fome of the authorities upon which our claims are founded, of
the dependence of the Colonies upon the African Trade, and of
the injuftice and impolicy of the prefent queftion.” Although it
is too much the fathion “of the prefent times, to prefer the
opinions of retired and fpeculative philofophers, to the wife -
colonial fyftem, that has been eftablithed gy our forefathers,
and by which this country and the Colonies have thrivens yex
o 2 . N ™
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I am convinced, that thie prefent Parliament are too much 2
wake to the zeal and true interefts of Great Britain, not to pay
ropér attention to the encouragement and protection that has
geé_'n given t6 the Weft India Colonies, and to: the African
" Trade, fince their firft eftablithment. It would take uptoo much
of thé time of this Honourable Houfe to go fully into the autho-
rity; I will therefore confine myfelf to a few, and being very
much unaccuftomed to fpeaking in public, I muft crave the
permiffion of thé Honourable Committee, to call in the aid of
written information, and to requeft of the Clerk to read oc-
cafionally, fuch parts of the feveral Aéts and Refolutions, as
-apply moft immediately to the fubje&t of debate. The adts .
and declarations of the Britith Legiflature, that are moft ma-
terial to the queftion before the Honourable ‘Houfe, may
very properly be clafled under thefe different heads, viz.
ift. Such as declare the faid Colonies, and the Trade
thereof, advantigeous to Great Britain, and therefore entitled
to her' prote&ion and encouragement. '
2dly. Such as authorize, prote@®, and encourage, the
Trade to Africa, as advantageous in itfelf, and necefary te
the welfaré and exiftence of the Sugar Colonies.
~ 3dly. Such as promote and fecure loans of money to the
Proprietors at the faid Colonies, either from Britifh. fubjects
or fron: Foreigners,
The feveral A@ts are as follaw, viz. ’

In the Firft Clafs, are the following, viz.
. 15 Car. IL. cap. 7. 22 & 23 Car. II. cap.26. 7&8.
W. cap.22. 9 & 10 W.HI. cap.23. 3& 4 Ann. .6
Ann. cap. 30. 6 Geo. II. cap. 13 12 Geo. II. cap. 30.
27 Geo. III. cap. 27. ‘

- In the Second Clafs are the followin%, viz. .
1662 Cha. II. 1672 cap. 2. .9 & 10 Will. & Mary, cap.
46. 5 Geo. IIL. cap. 34. 20 Geo. IIl. cap. 65. 27 Geo. III.
€ap. 27. ' o
. "In the Third Clafs are the following, viz.
’ L1 G,CO- IL. Cap. 70 !3 GCOc 1L cap, 14. 14 GCO.' III_c
€ap. 79. , o

If
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If there is, Mr, Chairman, any dependence whatever to be
placed upon the A&s of the Britith Legiflature, the few authe-
rities I have quoted, will, I am perfuaded, operate upon the
minds of the unprejudiced Members of this Honourable Houfe,
and of the community at larfge, in fo forcible a2 manner, as to’
afford every reafonable hope for the moft perfeét fecurity to our
properties. They appear to me, Sir, unanfwerable, and even
_ to preclude the neceflity of ufing any farther argument upon
the fubject; but as we have experienced a want of candour on
the part of our opponents, that could hardly.have been expecta |
ed, I muft once more trefpafs on the goodnefs of the Honour-
able Committee, by requefting their attention to the encou-
ragement and prote&ion that have been given to the Weft
India Colonies, and to the African T.ade, from the reign of .
Charles II. down. to the prefent times, and efpecially during
the reign of Queen Anne. ' '

That rejgn, Mr. Chairman, which may very well be called
the Auguftan age of Great Britain, was diftinguithed by the
appearance of the moft enlightened chara&ters in all ‘depart-
.ments, that ever any country produced ; many of them remark-
able for their pietyand learning, and whofe writings will live
for ages, after the wretched produttions of the miferable fchif- -
matics of the prefent day are buried in oblivion. Yet, Sir,
we do not find in the Parliamentary Hiftory of thofe days, or in
any other writings that we know of, the leaft tendency to fuch
wild and deftruétive dokrines as the prefent. No, Mr, Chair-
man, they were referved for this age of novelty and innovation ;
and from the temper and difpofition of a certain defcription of
people, which are amply manifefted.by the publications of the
moft inflammatory and dangerqus tendency with which our
daily papers are crowded, Iam perfeQly fatistied that the queftion
before this Honourable Houfe, isonly anintroduction to greater
evils. The Weft Indies, Sir, is the moft vulnerable part of
our dominians,and being at a diftance, and having no intereft
in Parliament, is of courfe the: moft likely to become-an eafy
- obje& of prey tq artful-and defigning men, However, Mr.
Chairman, our brethen in thofe Iflands being the fons of Brir
‘tons, and their forefathers having carried acrofs the Atlantic
Ocean all the rights and privileges that pertain to Britith fub
jects, you may reft perfoitly fatisfied that they will. not tamely
{ubmit to being robbed of every thing that is neag apddeat s
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them. ‘The abolithing the African Slave Trade, will be an
abfolute breach of the compaét that ties the colonies to the
" mother country, and being founded on juftice, and contrary
to the fpirit and ' meaning of the laws of England, -will meet
_ with univerfal refiftance. Iam, Sir, perfe@tly well acquainted
- with the temper and difpofitions of the inhabitants of our Weft
India iflands; they poflefs abilities, hdving in general received
the beft education this country affords, and having a lively and
. juft fenfe of their own rights and privileges. I confider it my
duty, asa moft hearty well-wither to the true interefts of th's
country and its colonies, to inform this Honourable Houfe,
thatit is not in the power of Great Britain to prevent the in-
. trodu&ion of Negroes into.the Britifh Weft India Iflands.
" A ferious ‘attention’to the feveral ' A&s I have mentioned,
and to the many other authorities with which our books are
filled, mpft fuily convince every unprejudiced Member of this
- Honourable Houfe, and the community at large, that the laws
~ inexiftence have given as perfeét fecurity to-the lives and
fortunes of his' Majefty’s fubjeéts in the Weft India Iflands,
" as they do to his fubje&ts in Great Britain; and that their pro-
~ perty cannot be meddled with or diminithed in any fhape what-
ever, without full and ample compenfation. " If Great Britain,
« Sir, is in a'fituation to purchafe the fee fimple of the property
in all our Iflands, I, for one, have no manner of objeétion to
the making of a bargain ; but, Sir, how is the value to be efti-
mated ! Why, by ajury ef the vicinity, agrecable to'the prin-
-ciples of the laws of - England and of the Colonies ; for 1 can
aflure the Honourable Committee, that we are not at all in a
. difpofition to have thut material point afccrtained by the dif-
cretionary opinions of the Horourable Gentleman’s friends in
the Oid {:wry.'” However, Sir, to fpeak more ferioufly upon
. the fubj:&, have not this Honourable Houfe before .them full
and fatista&ory information of cvery circumftancé with regard
. to our Weft India Colonies? Do not ti:e Report of tae Com-
mittee of Privy Cruncily and that immenfe body of .evidence
that was taken before a Com:nit:ee of this Honourable Houfe,
" and which now lie on vour table, tell you moft pofitively, that
our prefent ftock of Negroes cannot be kept up without an
importation from Afiica, and that if the African Trade is abo-
lifhed, there s anend of every fpecies of improvement in all
-our Iflands? How are the proprietors of lands in the ceded
. . ) - . .“ . l ‘. . . mands’
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INlands, which wers purchafed of Government under fpecific

conditions of fettlement, to be indemnified ! and what is to be-

come of an Hbnourable Friénd of mine, now a Member of .

" this Honourable Houfe, and fitting near me, who with another

Geéntleman and myfelf, purchafed the Jands that were granted
by the Crown to écncral Monckton, in the ifland of St. Vidi-

- cent, inthe year 1773 or 1774, in confequence of the Ad-
drefs of the Houfe of Commons of that day to his Majefty,
and as a reward for that gallant General’s military fervices ¢
The American war, which immediately fucceeded our pur-
chafe, *prevented our making any progref(s in the fale of thefe
lands until the year 1784. Our fales then commenced, and
‘went on brifkly until the year 1788, when it was firft known
‘that a plan was in agitation for -abolithing the African Slave
Trade.- Since that period, Sir, we have done little or nothing,
and we have 1500 acres of the land on hand, which will -be
wof no value whatever if the prefent queftion is carried.. - .

Will any Gentleman, either in or.out of Parliament, pre-
tend to fay, that we have not a juftand equitable claim, upon

" the Government of this country, for full and ample compenfa-
tion . However, Sir, waving for a moment the unfafhionable

~ "do&rine of colonial rights, how can compenfation be made to

" the many thoufand manufaéturers, who at prefent find employ.-

‘ment in providing the numberlefs articles, that are daily wanted

- for the ufe and confumption of the Weft India Iflands, and who
‘muft fooner or later experience thz diftrefs and inconveniences
that muft attend the prefent phrenzy, if the colonies are fuf-
 fered togo to ruin. Is there a fhoe, is there a ftocking, -is

- .there a hat, or is there a yard of cloth of any kind, uted by the

“Inhabitants of our Iflands, that are not manufactured in Great
Britain ? Nay the very implements of hufbandry, and provi-
fions and luxuries that are neceffary for the confumption of our
tables, go from this country, and that at a confiderable expence
of freth commiffions and infurance, every fhilling of which cen-
ters in Great Britain. Is not the whole furplus revenue of our
eftates fpent here, and are not our children educated in this
country, and inftructed in thofe principles of affetion and loy-
alty, that have ‘ever made them confider Great Britain as
their home ? And let me, Sir, be permitted to afk the moft

‘inveterate of our foes, if we ever have, by any a& of fedition
or rebellion, forfeited in the fmalleft degree the countenance
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and protedtion, which as fons of Britain, and. {ubje&s of
the fame good and gracious Sovereign, we are moft un-
queftionably intitled to. I maintain, Sir, that we have not: and
therefore as a Colonift and in the name of the Britith Weft-
India Colonies, I demand of the Pirliament of Great Britain,
that fupport and prote&ion, which, uponi the principles of good
.. policy and faith, they are in duty bound to afford us, in common
with the roft of his Majefty’s loyal fubje&s. There is ftill, Mr.
Chairman, aconflderation attending the queftion now before this
Honourable Houfe; of full as much importance as any I have
mentioned, and that is the fatal effects'a diminution of our trade
would have upon ‘the navigation of Great Britain. Does it not
ppear, Sir, by the evidence now lying on our table, thatthe
‘Weft-India trade is confidered a moft excellent nurfery for fea -
men, and that in all the wars we havye of late been engaged in,
- have beenfound to be the moft a&ive, and ufeful body of men,
“in his Majefty’s navy ? For my part, Sir, confidering the navy
as our beft and moft natural defence, I am one of thofe wha
think, that feimen ought to be made, by all poffible means ; and
uponthat principle, Sir, [ contend thatthe trade to Africa fhould
meet with every encouragément that this country can give it.
Ihdeed I am fo great an enthufiaft for the increaiz of our navi-
ation and feamen, that while I have the honour of being 2
R‘,(embcr of this Heufe, I never will give myconfentto any mea-
fure, be it at what it will, that can poflibly tend to'the leffening
f our number of feamen one man, no'Six, noé one man ; and
this I hold to be found conftitutional do&rine, and thofe who
tre of a different opinion, I will ever confider as igiorant of
the true interefts of Great Britain, and enemies to its welfarg

and' profperity.

Mr. Vauguan. I rif, My, Chairman, for the firft time
of fpeaking in this Houfe, to remove fonie prejudices refpe&-
“Ing the qugnies, the conduct and circumitances of which have
‘beeninvolved in the queflion rélative to the S)ave T'rade, and
complicated with it by the Honourable Gentleman, who has
brought forward the queftion, and by others. "I'he,tréatmentf,
A o . I
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" of Negroes in the Weft Indies, has been ftated as an objeQion
to the fending of any more to thofe iflands. It becomes thete-.
fore necefary toendeavour to remove the prejudices that pre-
vail, and as I am a Weft Indian by birth, and am connected
with the iflands by profeflion and private fortune, having pro-
perty in the Weft Indies, I can fpeak from my own teftimony,
and from the evidence of my own fenfes : but I fhall not dwell,
long upon the fubjeét, though it is myintention to ¢ake rathetr
a wide view of it. With refpect to my being a Merchant, it
is my pride. I prefer independence to every other conditiot,
and though I might have profited by the friendfhip of perfons
of confiderable rank in this country, I choofe to be the ar-
chite&t of my own fortune, In the early part of my life, I
own, noman was more ftrongly in favour of the' Abolition of
. the Slave Trade than I was. 1 was educated by a Gentle-
man well known in the world of letters, by Dr. Prieftley,
‘and by the father of Mrs. Barbauld, who were both of them
« jntimately acquainted with the Weft India Hiftory, and friends
to the idea of Abolition. Their fentiments I had imbibed,
but although bred at the feet of Gamaliel, having refolved to
" judge for myfelf, I lefc England, and went to Jamaica.
“There I foon found my notions thaken, and my {yftems em-
- barraffed. A ftate of civilization creates wants of the mind
merely, whereas a flate of flavery regards only thefe of
the body. The Slaves, therefore, would not exert themfelves
eafily for hire, and I found the Negroes by no means ina con-
dition fit to receive civilization. Next to my father’s eftate
weré feveral Maroon Negroes, apeople who refufe to do any
work whatever, but throw all ‘the labour on their wives.
‘The whites alfo, I foon faw, could not replace the Negroes
by working in the field ; -a fa& which the Sierra Leone Com -
any have themfelves acknowledged, in oppofition ta the affer- _
tion of Mr. Ramfay. In confirmation of this remark, I beg
leave to read from the Report of the Sierra Leone Company
the following, quotation, viz. ¢ The impoffibility of finding
any Europeans who can work in Africa in the fup, without the
utmoft prejudices to their health, has made the Dire&ors con-
cejve it to be their duty to difcourage labourers from hence,
who would go out with this view.” I found the fituation of *
the Negroes in thé Weft Indies much better than I could have
imagined, - The poor in all countries are hardly ufed, 204 e
prdsin _ ol Negros
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Negroes ¢annot be fuppofed to be in an elevated fituation
but excepting with refpect to their liberty, ‘[ will venture to
fay, they are in plight and neceflaries as well off as the poor in
this. and fuch other tountries in Europe as I have feen. They
have little want of clothes or fuel, from the warmth of the cli-
mate ; they have a houfe and land gratis ; no fuch thing as im-
prifonment for debts exifts there, and they are not deterred from
- marrying through fear of not being able to fupport a family 3
_their orphans and widows are always taken care of, as they
themfelves-are. when old, or when they meet with accidents.
- Phyfic, furgery, midwifery, and attendance, are furnithed
gratis, fo that no poor laws are requifite for their fupport.
“They have their private property, which no mafter ever takes
from them ; and were perfectly refigned, at the time when
.X was abroad, to their fituation, and looked for nothing be-
‘yond it. An anecdote that came to my knowledge, will
ferve to-evince their refignation : a flave being idle, was re-
proved by his overfeer, who faid, ¢ For what purpofe do you
think your mafler purchaled you, but to work for him f”’
.'The queftion was unanf{werable, and the flave was filent,
.and immediately began'to work. Negroes form the labour-
-ing poor of the iflands; and with refpe¢ to neceffaries, they
appear as happy as any other poor, have as many amufements
of their own, and as much ¢chearfulnefs.  Perhaps perfons may
have been prejudiced by living in iowns to which Negroes
were often fent for punithment, and where there were many
fmall proprietors, or by feeing no Negro otherwife than as
one of the labouring poor. Itis cruel ta fay, as Mr. Ram-
. fay has done, that they have only four or five hours to them-
felves in the four and twenty ; for this is not enough for
" fleep, much lefs for their night rambles; and it has been
ftated that they will go about in the courfe of the night to a
confiderable diftance. On the whole, they want nothiing but
liberty, and it is only occafionally that they fuffer cruelties.
As to Africa, there feems to be no way at prefent of prevent-
ing her’ fupplying frefh flaves, fo that I faw no means of cor-
recting what is wrong even in the importation of flaves, -un-
lefs from a change of the fpirit of the times ; not being a mi-
nifter, and not having poffeflion of an Alexander’s: fword to
cut the Gordian knot by force, in the face of the A&s of
Parliament, and without providing indemnity to thofz con-

. cerned.  Thus I felt and reafoned, when in thé iflands. '
"+ Tcannot
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T canrot omit to notice a fet of prejudices refpe@ing the
“Colonies.  As, firft, that it is nothing but cruelty which
eccafions the inequality of deaths and births, Is it cruelty
that occafions the fuperiority of deaths to births in the great
city of London ; or in particular clafles of people in all pla-
ces, as domeftic fervants, foiliers, &c.? It is owing to the
celibacy or difeafe, accordiny to the cafe. Among the Ne-
groes, itisowing to the plan formetly prevailing, of having
more males than females imported, and to the diflolutenefs of
thefe people, as well as to the difeafes peculiar to -themfelves,
efpecially among the children, whofe frequent deaths, on a
‘particular date from their birth, and their doing well jn ge-
neral, if they furvive that date, cannot be owing tc cruelty.
“Tne two opinions appear to be contradictory, that the Ne- -
- groes are wafting from cruelty, and yet that thev increafe fo
as to make farther importation fuperfluous. With regard to
- population, even in thofe-iflands which nearly keep up their
" numbers by procreation, there is this difficulty, that the equa-
lity is preferved by the increafe on one eftatc, compenfating
for lofles upon another ; and thefe eftates will not interchange
their numbers. Whereas, where freedomn prevails, the free

" labourers circulate from one employer to ancther, and ap-

- pear wherever they are wanted. In fmall eltutes, or 'fmall
iflands, any calamity makes a deép and permanent imgreflion
on populationy fuch as faminc, plague, fmall-pox, or war;

., which is exemplified in Indian tribes, and proved. by many

- cafes in hiftorv. Some of thefe caufes have latciy .operated

-inthe Weft Indics. This is a point to be allowed for,  All
chaftifement alfo with refpet to Negroes is not cruclty. The
owners of flaves generally withdraw them from all public juf-
tice; fo that crimitals, who would be publicly exccuted elfe-
where;, are often kept alive by their maiter, and liable to be
found punifhed again and again for repeating their faults,
Diftributive juftice occafions many punithments, as one flave
is to be protezted agaimt every other flave 3 and when one
flave pilters from another, then the mafter interferes. The
cate of the Negroes themfelves, as to their health, provifions,
clothing, family, and the like, occafions other punifhments.
All this is to be diftinguiihed from punithments to enforce la-
bour, or arifing from crueliy. So far are the Negroes from
being neglected, that infinite anxiety occurs with many wS-

WS
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ters about their flaves, whom they often vifit in perfon when in
ficknefs ; and the-evidence before the Houfe has ftated, that
nine pounds fterling have been given for attending a difficult
cafe in midwifery. Many difeafes are new to Europeans in
the Iflands, and require time to admit of a plan of cure.
T'his diminution of numbers in the Negroes in the Colonies
may happen without cruelty, as I hope I have proved, and
fuch diminution at prefent there certainly is. - Circumftances
. of a very different kind, refpecting the Colonies, require
fome notice to prevent mifconftruéion. T
-The obje&ions which fome perfons have to confumting fu-
gar when 1t comes from the Weft Indies, becaufe it is made
by flaves, are liable to produce mifchief; which it is worth.
obviating, by obferving, that whereas indigo, for example, is
a plant which has no offals, and is good fer neither man nor
beaft, fugar on the other hand, is an article of cultivation
known to be favourable to both; and it is undoubtedly, there-
fore, more advantageous for the Negroes themfelves to be
employed in cultivating fugar than other articles. Another -
objection is, that the crops of the Sugar Colonies are fubjeét
to many cafualties, which make them precarious obje&s of
attention to the mother country; but it thould be remem-
bered, that gentlemen here have farmers interpofed between
themfelves and the fluCtuation of their crops ; whereas in the
. Iflands, the Planters in.general hold their eftates in hand,
cultivate them themfelves, and therefore feel every variation
of crops. A third objeétion is, that the Colonifts are mono-
olifts, and fell fugar dear, and get great profits,. The Co-
Fony-fyﬁem, which is a mutual monopoly between Great
Britain on the one hand, and the Colonies on the other, may
indeed have given advantages to fome Planters; but other
Planters have purchafed from the firft comers, fo as to hayve’
bare profits left to them at prefent ; and as to any private mo-
nopoly amang individuals for keeping up the price of Weft
India articles, I deny that-it exifts, or even that it can exift, °
the number of fellers being fo great, as to enfure a free
gompetition. . _
On the whole, to revert to the Negroes, I myfelf have
one oyer the iflands, from one end to the other, and I have
%een,little' of the great cruelty to Negroes taken of ; none at
#ll on the eftate where I refided ; and the whip, the ﬁ:ocks&

.
s
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and confiiement, areall that I have obfefved in other places 5
and I have been on the ifland feven months. Some Slaves
belonging to my father’s eftate once brought me fomé pine-
apples ; as I did not-chufe to give them their price, they
took them away. In fat, my father’s own Slaves, when
they received money for over-hours, fpent it in their own
way, not ufually coming home at their dinner hour, but
taking their own time at fupper.

Notwithftanding all that I have faid, I ackrowfedge there
is room for much amendment. I wifh thofe perfons who
eémplain of the Colonifts would be fo good as to do us the
fervice of going out to the iflands, and would themfelves

- teach the %’lanters how to take care of their eftates, and pre-
férve the Negroes ; I am perfuaded many Planters are ready
to fell their properties to them at advantageous prices. Mif-
fionaries, fome of the Clergy for inftance, at prefent in the

. gallery, and witnefles of the debate, might make themfelves’
of the utmoft ufe in the iflands. The Catholics in the Ceded -
Iflands, and the Moravians at Antigua, have each of them
been of great benefit ; and many Planters, and feveral of
the Local Houfés of Affembly, have recommended attention
to this fubject. Where religion is -once inftilled, there will
be lefs punithment, more work, and that work will be bet-
ter done ; more marriages, more iflue, and more attachment
to their mafters and to the government.

Another article of much importancé, would be the found-
ing of Medical Societies. Medical men have often much en-
thufiafin, more thanin moft other profeffions; and certainly
. more than in the church, or the law, or the army. Their
communications would contribute greatly to the, public be-
‘mefit. _They have many new diféales to encounter, among
the Negroes in the iflands, there being no ancient pralice,
- nor khowledge derived from neighbouring countries, to affift
- them.—The difeafes of Negro infants are particularly wor-
 thy their attention, for I believe no remedy is yet known for

the great difeafe by which infants are carried off in fuch pro-
digious numbers. ) :

Tatk-work is another improvement, which I with to have
introduced. The inconveniences of it may eafily be avoided,
I mean the ftraining the Negro too much at one- time, and

’ RN,
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giving him ‘too ‘much’ idle time at his command in confes -
. quence, at another, &c. &c. ' '

Premiums have been given-to mothers and to overfeers, .
for the number of children reared by them ; ‘but fathers have -
hitherto been forgotten, who may contribute much to this
neceffary work. To premiums may be added honorary dif-
tin&ions, -and feveral folid advantages to the Negro, which
.neverthelefs might coft notlfing to the owner.

Negro evilence fhould be allowed to be given in courts of
law, it being leftto the difcretion of the court or jury to ac«
cept or rejeét it, according to the nature of the cale.

Cruel mafters ought to be keptiin order, in various ways.
They thould be liable to have their-Negroes taken from them,
and put into truft. Every inftrument of punithment fhould
be banifhed except the whip, confinement being alfo permit- .
ted. A limitation of the number of lathes fhould alfo be-
made, and this punifhment fhould not be repeated till after
due intervals.. Thirty-nine lathes thould be fubftituted for
four-fcore. Perhaps even.the whip will foon be found to be
ufelefs. Itis a miftake to fuppofe any danger from making
examples of white perfons who opprefs their Slaves. Juftice-
is of the firft confequence ; and general principles are of more-
importance than any attention to individuals. But in fhort,
we muft not hefitate ; the thing muft be. The public expe&:
it.  The charadter of exemplary Colonifts is hurt by being
confounded with that of lower and bafer men. It is terrible
to think how far this principle of partiality in fheltering the’
whites may be carried, which yet in effe&, is never meant to-
extend farther than is neceffary to fecure the fervices of the Slave
on one fidey and his protefiton on the other. Mr. Locke, in-
deed, in his Conftitution of Carolina, fays, that the autho-
rity and power of the mafter is abfolute.; but he is obliged to
leave the Slave at leaft the choice of his religion, as well as
the Liberty of attending it.* :

1f

® Since charity obliges us to with well to the fonls of men, and religion
eught to alter nothingin any man’s civil eflate, or right,. it thall be Jawful for
$laves, as well as others, to enter themfelves, and be of what clivrch or pro-
fetiion any of them fhall thiuk bef, and thereof be =s fully members as any
§8. But yety no Slave thall hereby be exempted from thas civil dominion

o his
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1f the Abolition of the Slave Trade fhould be. determined
upon, I truft fome attention will be paid to mdcmmﬁcmom:
Without going farther info the fubjett at prefent, I requeft
it may not be forgotten that many thoufand acres have beea
fold in the Ceded Iflands, for 6, or 700,000l and that many
- hundred thoufand acres have long paid quit-rents in Jamaica,
though not fully cultivated. The only indemnity wanted is for
the want of labourers ; give them labourers and you give them
anindemnity in kind. If frce labourers can be found, the
Planters will be glad to ufe them ; for they only want labour,
whether paid for dai ily or otherwxfe. They do not want flaves,
for the fake of tyrannizing over them. Perhaps itwill prove,
* after all, that it’is from African labourers, free or otherwifes .
that the Whole of the parts of America, now unfettled, will
finally be peopled,
I beg leave to conclyde, by afking, whether the Honouu-s
‘ble Mover will fuffer this queftion to be divided ; namely, .co
let firft, the queftion for the Abolition be put wnthout regard
to limitation ; ; and then let the queition of termination be put
feparately afterwards.

. ,

I

~ Mr. WILBERFORCE. Iam happy to find, thnt, thmgh
the Honourable Gentleman does not think with me that an
immediate Abolition oughtto take place, ftill he is of an opi=
nion an Abolition Thould take place.

his ma&er hath over lum, but in all other things m the fame cond'uon he

was in before.
Evéry freeman of Carolina fhall have abfolute power and authority over his

N:gro Slaves, of what opinion or religion foever.

.
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. Mr. H. TroitnToN: I confefs to you, Sit, I have felt -
. fomie kind of regret, that the perfons who appear this day to
‘ftand the moft forward in oppofing. the motion of my Ho-
nourable Friend, fhould both of them be mercantile Gentle-
men, both of them alfo declaririg themfelves to be confidera-
bly intereftéd in the queftion. "I was in hepes that fomé
more political perfons might have led that fide of the debate, -
and that I might have been {pared the mortification of feeing
the commercial chara&er difcredited ; as it muft be; if com-
mercial Gentlemen are to take the lead in oppofing the Abo<
lition of the Slave Trade. ‘ ‘

1 believe an opinion has already gone forth in this country,
that on the one fide of the prefent queftion are all the think-
ing, the difinterefted, the liberal, the more virtuous part of
the community, as well as all the chief political chara&ters of
the couritry ; and that on the other fide a merc narrow mers
eantile intereft is oppofed to them. For the fake, therefore,
of our mercantile reputation and honour, I, who confider
myfelf as one of that body, could undoubtedly have withed
that the odium of fupporting this horrid trade might not
light fo peculiarly upon us. ' '

It appears to me, that not one word of all that has fallen
from the two Honourable Gentlemen who fpoke laft, applies
in reality to the main queflion before the Committee ; and it
is a circumftance extremely obfervable, that the two Ho-
nourable Gentlemen, who feem to lead the oppofition to the
motion before you, fhould both of them have eithgr quite
neglected ot purpofely avoided to- touch at all on. that point
on which my Honourable Friend, both now and on every
formier occafion, has refted the whole ftrefs of his argument.

" They have neither of them, in any one pait of their -
fpeeches, fo much as adverted to the manner of procuring
Slaves on the coaft of Africa, and this my Honourable Friend
has always ftated to be the very liet of the whole queftion.
They both have urged it upon the Houfe, that the Slaves
are well ufed in the Weft Irdies, and that more importations
are wanted ; but it really do€s not feem to have occurred, to
them, nor to have made any part of their confideration, whe-
‘ther thefe frefh Slaves are got from Africa-by fair and propet
means, or whether. they are obtained (as has.been charged
upon them) by rapine, robbery, and murdet, Th

. (]
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' 'The chief fubftance of the fpeeches of the two Honourable
Gentlemen, appears to me to have been this : The one
Honourable Gentleman argued that the Slaves were fufficiently
happy, according to the prefent fyftem, in the Weft Indies ;
the other Honourable Gentleman pointed out a great variety
of particulars by which much improvement might be made
in their condition. In this refpec, we quite agree with the
Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft. We fay, as he
does, that a variety of meafures may be taken for the advan-
tage of the Slaves, and the improvement of their population.
fe agree with him, that thefe improvements have becen
[peculated upon, and by fome individual Gentlemen, in their
rlar[et;, have ferioufly been thought of. But then we fay
allo, that it is nothing, in fa&, but the Abolition of the
Slave Trade, that will reduce thefe fpecylations into practice ;
and that the =ra of its Abolition will be the ra of beginning
this new fyftem, which nothing fhort of this will induce the
Weft Indians in good earneft to accomplith. The one
Honourable Gentleman tells us, that he has been over to the
Weft Indies for the fake of knowing the real ftate of things
there. The other Honourable Gentleman tells us, he alfo
has refided there. It is the #ef? Indies, and the Weft Indies
only, that they fpeak of ; for neither the one nor the other
of them appears, ever for one moment, even in imagination,
to have travelled to Africa. ‘
~ The dreadful injuftice of this trade confifts in the African
part of the queflion, Africa is to be ftripped of its inhabi-
tants, no matter by what means, in order to fupply a popula-
tion that is faid to be wanted in the Weft Indies. And thus .
the Honourablé Gentlemen have reminded me of the Dutch
proverb, “ My fon, get money, honeftly if you can—but get
money.” The proverb, indeed, is improved in the preferit
inftance, by the fubftitution of a word, which renders it a
thoufand times. more profligate ; for the prefent maxim is,
« Get Slaves, honettly if you can—but get Slaves.”
. I with as much as the two Honourable Gentlemen who
ke laft, to confider this queftion in a mercantile point of
view.. But when T fay this, I do not mean in a narrow, °
felfith, or perfonal view, but on the liberal and enlarged -
principles of natiggal commérce. .
3
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. It happens in trade as it does in every other profeffion o
life, that there are certain individuals, and perhaps cerfain
"branches of the profeffion, that are a fcandal and difgrace to
it; and that man, Sir, is, in my opinion, the beft friend to his
profeflionr, whatever his profeflion be, who endeavours to
feparate every thing in it that is fair and juft and legitimate,
from every thing that is irregular and illegitimate ; who dif-
tinguithes what is honourable from what is vile, and fairly
furrenders up to the juft condemnation of Parliament and of
the couritry, every practice and every principle of his pro-
feflion, which is found to be inconfiftent with the dictates of
humanity and juftice. I think that I am doing a fervice to
that profeffion, to which I confider myfelf as belonging, by
this obfervation ; and that I am thus refcuing commerce
itfelf from the foul imputations under which it labours, by
the endeavours that have been made to confider the Slave
Trade as a neceffary link in the chain, or an eflential part of
the national commerce. .

It cannot be neceffary that T fhould enter much at length
into the nature of this trade, and the manner of its bein
carried on in Africa. My Honourable Friend has eﬁablilhe%.
this part of his queftion beyond all controyerfy. He has this
day added to all the other mafs of evidence, two or three
farther ftories of enormities committed in Africa, infomuch
that I thould think that no man in the Houfe, commercial or
not commercial, could have failed to be deeply imprefied by
them. The Honourable Gentlemen, however, feem to
have taken no notice of them, and to remain ftill unmoved
by any thing that relates to the African part of the queftion.

_ Happening, however, in my fituation of a Dire&or of the
Sierra Leone Company, to become a good deal acquainted
with fome circumftances that refpe& the Slave Trade in that
part, although the fame kind of faéts are already fufficiently
eftablithed in the body of evidence on your table, it.may not
be improper for me to enter, for a few minutes, into this
fubjet. The Committee may thus perhaps be enabled, by .
a few familiar inftances, to judyge ftill more clearly what is
the nature of that trade which they are requefted not to,
abolith. i F _ Co

I will firft, however, premife, that what I am going to
wmention are falts coming within the actual view of the perfon
- . . from

.
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from whom I had thern:—T hat they have arifen fince the laft
year’s decifion ‘on this fubjet. —That they.have all come .
within the obfervation of one fingle individual; have hap-
pened in the fpace of about three or four months, on one fide
of the river Sierra Leone, and within half a inile or a mile
of the little town where the Agent of the Sierra Leone Com-
pany was then living. I may alfo obi:rve, that the particular
part of Africa which I am fpeaking of, has been by no means
charged in the evidence with being a fcene of peculiar vio-
lence ; on the contrary, my Honourable Friend feems to
have had rather lefs fufpicion of the prevalence of kidnap-
ping, and of other outrages, in this than in mcft other parts. -
Will the Houfe then accept of this .as a fpecimen of what
the African Slave Trade is ? and will they judge of the othet
parts, where the fame minute information is wanting, by
this fample ? ‘
" Mr. Falconbridge, Agent to the Sierra Leone Company,
fitting one evening in the téwn of the free fettlers, who went'
out fome years ago fromi England, heard a great fhout, and
immediately aftérwards the report of a gun. Fearing an at-
. tack upon his little fettlement, he jnftantly armed forty of
the fettlers, and ruthed with them to the place from whence
the {dund came; he found a poor wretch, who had been
croffing over from a neighbouring town, in the hunds of a
party of kidnappers, who weré tying his hands ; and it ap-
peared that the fhout and the report of the gun were the ex-
~preffions of joy at having had the good luck’to catch'the
man : Although this unhappy wretch\was fhrieking bitterly,
the Company’s Agent could not think of refcuing him; know-
ing that, from the defencelefs ftate of his own town, retalia-
tion might be made on the fettlers refiding thete. Another
perfon, who was an eye-witnefs to this fcene, confirmed the
ftory to ma. -

On another day a young woman, living half a mile off,
was fold, without any criminal charge whatever, to one of
the flave fhips. She was well acquainted “with our Agent’s
wife, aind hiad been with het the day before. Fer crics were
heard, buf it was impoffible to refcue her ; and the thérefore
is gone to improve the population of the Weft Indies. =

" At another time, a young lad, about fixteen years of age,

himitIf one of the free fettlers who went from Lnglands was
' E 2 cangrt
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caught by a-neighbouring chicf, two or three miles off, as he
was {traggling alone from home, and fold for a flave, charged
with no crime or fault whatever. The pretext was, that fome
one elfe in the town had committed an offence, and the firft
perfon who could be found was feized in confequence ; being
feen in his chains before he was got to the fhip, he was hap-
pily recovered by the free fettlers feizing and threatening to
fell a man of the fame town where the chief refided.

In order to mark to the Houfe, ftill more forcibly, the
fcenes of domeftic mifery to which the Slave Trade gives
birth, I will now mention the cafe of one individual family,
the only family that has come under my immediate view ; and
this alfo may ferve as a familiar inftance of the wretchednefs, .
which, in a thoufand fimilar cafes, the Slave Trade muft,
from its very nature, give occafion to. I mean the family
of king Naimbanna, the king or chief of that country ; a
man remarkable for the peaceablenefs of his difpofition, pro-
teted as much as any man can be prote&ed from thefe vio-
lences ; attached to his family, living as fecurely as he can
on his little ifland, withing to keep peace, and to promote
the happinefs of all around him. It has happened to this
refpe@table perfon, in no lefs than three feparate inftances, to
have fome branches of his family kidnapped, and carried off
to the Weft Indies. At one time three were decoyed on
board fhip, on pretence of buying fomething of them, and
carried off, no one knows whither, by a Danifh flave fhip.
" At arother time, another relation was induced to pilot a flave
veflel down the river ; he begged to be put on thore when
" he came oppofite his own town, but he was preffed to pilot
her down to the mouth of the river. The Captain then
pleaded the impracticability of putting him on fhore, carried
him to Jamaica, and a&ually fold him for a flave 3 happily,
however, a letter was conveyed by another veflel to Jamaica -
immediately after, and the man, with fome difficulty, having
applied, as [ underftand, to the Governor of Jamaica, having
proved that he was kidnapped, and having the advantage
(which was a moft material point) of being able to fpeak
Fnglith, was reftored to his family at Sierra Leone. '

Another conneéion of King Naimbanna was alfo kid-
napped, and is now, no doubt, working under the whip of
fomg Driver. He alfo is gone to increafe the population of

. our
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our iflands, and is doomed, like the reft, to perpetual flavery
in the Weft Indies. v '

If the Honourable Gentleman over the way (Mr.Vaughan)
will excufe my troubling him for the printed Report of the’
Sierra Leone Company, out of which he has quoted one
paffage to the Houfe, I fhould be glad to read from it part of
a letter from King Naimbanna, addrefled to Mr, Granville
Sharp, on this fubject. ‘It is a part of the Report as much
to the point in queftion as that to which the Honourable

- Gentleman has confined his obfervation. ,

Mr, Vaughan having handed the book to Mr. H. Thornton,
he read the following paffage : ¢ It has been told that thefe
¢ people (the free fettlers from England) would in time drive
¢ me, by force of arms, back into the country, and take
“ my ports from me. I have received feveral accounts from
¢ fatories and Captains of fhips (viz. flave fatories and
¢ flave Captains) againft the fettlement, which I took no
¢ notice of, as I conceived it was, in my opinion, fpite or
¢ envy that they had againft their living in the country ; but
‘¢ have ferved them in any little requeft they afked of me,
¢ and have endeavoured to keep peace between them and my
¢ people, and alfo among themfelves, by fettling a great
“ many difquiets between them. It.was pleafure to do it,
¢ as I thought they woyld become ufeful to us allin this
¢ country, by teaching us things we know not; and com-
¢ mon reafon muft tell, that the moft ignorant people in the
¢ world, would be glad to fee their country made good, if
« they had idea how it might be done. And again, I muft
¢ let you know, that if there were no other reafon for my
« Wi(ging for the welfare of -the fettlement, I fhould do it
¢ that there might be ftop put to the horrid depredations that
« are fo often committed in this country, by all countries -
« that come here to trade. There are three diftant relations
“ of mine now in the Weft Indies, carried -away by one
« Captain Cox, ‘Captain of a Danifh fhip ; their names as
« follow : Corpro, Banna, and Morbour. = Thefe were
¢« taken out of my river Sierra Leone. I know not how te
¢ get them back. I never hurt or deprived any perfon of

_ ¢ their right or property, or withheld from them what is
¢¢ their due ; fo I only let you know of thefe lads, that there

¢ will be an account taken of them one day or otner—\ evet
E3 ™
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¢ was partial to thie people of Great Britain, for which caufe
¢¢ 1 have put up with a great deal of infults from them, more
¢ than I fhould from any other country.”

I will mention one other ftory, of fo horrible a nature as
almoft to exceed belief. It is the cale of a fon who fold his
own father, in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leonz, for whom
he got a confiderable price ; for as the father was rich in the
number of his domeftic flaves, it was not doubted that he
would redeem himfeif almoft at any price. The old man
accordingly fold twenty-two of his domeftic flaves, as the
price of his ranfom ; and the reft of his domeftics, being from
that time filled with apprehenfions. of being on fome ground:
or other fold to the flave fhips, fled from the dwelling of
their mafter, to the mouptains of Sierra Leone, where they
now drag on a miferable and precarious life. The fon him-
felf was fold in his turn, foon after. In fhort, the whole of
that unhappy peninfula, as I learn from eye-witnefles, has
been -defolated by the trade in flaves. Towns are feen
ftanding without inhabitants, all along the coaft, in feveral of
which our Agent has been.  Every man is armed, if he ftirs
from home. Formerly the country .was in a ftatc much
nearer to civilization. . The old men at Sierra Leone will
tell you, that before the Slave Trade had rifen, there were.
even- fome iron manufa&ories upon the coaft: but every.
part acceflible to the flave thips, appears to have become a
fcene of defolation and ruin. '

" I'hope, Sir, after what I have now faid, that the Houfe
will think me fully juftificd in confidering the prefent queftiong
not as if it wers the abolition f a trade, but as the abolition
of fomething the mgf oppafite to trade that can poflibly- be.
conceived.  Unfortunately, the Slave Trade has got the
name of a trade, and manv people have been deccived by the
mere expreflion : fo far from being a trade, it is abfalutely
. the revaife of it! It is a war, it is not a trade. ‘It is a crime,
it is not a commerce. It is that which prevents the introduction
of a trade into Africa, and this in a thoufand - ways, as i
could eafily prove, if I were not afraid of trefpafling too far.
on the patience of this Committee. It is the moft anii-.
commercicl of any thing thac can well be imugined ; pre-
venting even the introduction of thofe antecedent meafures.
towards the eftablithment of a trade, which are in the {irﬁ:
, ; : ' place



(70 )
place neceflary. I will mention one circumftance that has
called up much of my attention, which might not commonly
occur. The want of cultivation, as.well as population, in
thofe parts which would naturally be chofen for an European
fettlement, is a circumftance that exceedingly aggravates the
unhealthinefs of that climate. It is only by clearing and cul-
tivating the lands that the climate can be made healthy, and
it is the Slave Trade that, by difperfing the inhabitants of
the coaft, and caufing the lands to remain uncultivated, makes
the coaft at prefent much more unhealthy than the interior
parts. In fhort, we have found, in attempting to fettle our
little colony, that it is the Slave Trade which forms our chief
difficulty ; that it is an obftacle which oppofes itfelf to us in
‘a thoufand ways ; that it creates more difficulty and embar-
" raffment than all the natural impediments, and is more hard
to contend with than any difficulties of climate, foil, or na-
tural difpofitions of the people.

I think I may fairly fay, therefore, that it is on commer-
cial principles, and as wifthing well to the commercial inte-
reft of this country, that I plead for its abolition.

Having faid fo much on the commercial part of this fub-
je&, there is one other ground on which I will fay a few
words ; and I am the more induced to do it, becaufe I think
my Honourable Friend was rather fhort upon this part of his
argument. I fpeak of the ;ﬁinion of the peaple of this country,
which has lately begun to fhew-itfelf. I do not wifh to turn

. this too much into a conftitutional queftion, being of opinion,
that perhaps we are too apt in this Houfe to confider every
iweﬁion we argue as fome way affeCting the conftitution.

will, however, make this plain obfervation, that it is of the
utmoft confequence to the maintenance of the conftitution of"
this country, that the reputation of Parliament fhould be
maintained. ‘The people, and efpecially the more thinking
and virtuous part of the community, confider this as a quel(-
tion: that addrefles itfelf to their confciences ; and thcy are not
likely to defift from petitioning this Houfe. Nothing, there-
fore can more prejudice the charater of Parliament in the

-country—in no way can we give a greater handle to thofe
who wifh ill to the prefent conftitution, than by any vote of
our’s, that fhould lead the people to entertain an opinion,
that the Legifative Body of this country is the more corvugt

o E 4 a Y.
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part of it. It is of the utmoft importance that we thould not
be thought by our conftituents flow to ‘adopt principles of
juftice, or more deaf than' they are themfelves to the voice
of humanity. The people have thown, by the terms which
may be feen in their petitions, as well as the petitions them-

Aelves, that they do not confider this queftion merely in the
" light, in which the Honourable Gentlemen who fpoke laft,
feemed to have confidered it ; but they feel a guilt attach-
_ing itfelf to them, fo long as this trade lafts; and from
this guilt it is, that they pray us, their reprefentatives, to
deliver them. It feems to me, in this view of the queftion,
that it is a very ferious fubject indeed. ‘

It 'has been fometimes infinuated, that Parliament, by
interfering in this trade, departs from its proper funtions.
No idea can be more abfurd or falfe than this. Why are we
fent to Parliament ? Is not the corretion of abufes among
all the fubjeéts over whom we have authority, the proper
bufinefs of the Legiflature? To watch over the various
abufes as they arife in the feveral profeffions of life, and to
make from time to time frefh laws for their correétion, is
our proper, and even our daily and ordinary bufinefs. There
are many evils, which, from their diftance or infignificance,
efcape our notice at firft ; but when they are grown into
confequence, it is then that the Legiflature notices them,
and thinks itfelf indifpenfibly bound to interfere. In every
view of the fubject, therefore, I moft heartily fupport the
motion of my Honourable Friend. I wifh for the Abolition
of this Trade, Firft, as I have ftated, for the fake of the
commercial honour and the commercial intereft of this country :
I with for its abolition ftill more, 'becaufe T with to maintain
the good dfame and reputation of Parliament, on which fo ma-
terially depends the maintenance of our happy conttitution :
but moft of all T wifh the Abolition of this Trade on thofe
eternal principles of juftice, as well as bumanity, to which na- .
tions, as well as individuals, are bound in all their condu&
to conform themfelves. S o o

- - —L. A N—
Mr. VAUGHAN, in explanation. The Honourable Gen-
tleman who fpoke laft fuppofes that I am a friend to Slavery.
o : o ' 1 Gaid
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I faid T had fome property in the Weft Irdies, and, being
an elder fon, might have looked to the pofleflion of Negtoes;
- but I declare I never had, nor ever will be poffeffed of a
flave. As to the Slave Trade, I thought what I had faid
might have explained my feelings. I would facrifice any
thing to a prudent termination of both evils, for all perfons
muft wifh that neither had commenced. I was anxious to
protect abfent characters, and confined myfelf to parts which
might, in the refult, remove prejudices from the Colonifts.

R

Mr. THORNTON, in reply to Mr. Vaughan. T have net
meant, by any thing I have faid, to refle& perfonally on the
Honourable Gentleman as a friend to flavery. On the
contrary, I have withed rather to fay every thing that is
refpe&tful of both the Honourable Gentlemen. It is rather
the Slave Trade, than flavery, I have fpoken againft.

N

—— R et

Colonel TArRLETON. Sir, notwith(tanding all the vio-
lence with which this motion was fupported laft year ; not-
withftanding the indefatigable exertions of the f:mto, fince
that period, which are fully evinced by the pile of Petitions
that have been placed upon the table ; I fhall not fhrink from
the queftion, but proceed to argue againft a fpeculation
which, if carried into effect, would, I conceive, prove highiy
prejudicial to the immediate and future inteiefts of this
country ; being ftrongly and firmly convinced that huma-
nity, to becéme laudable and eftimable, muft be tempered
with juftice.

I do not confider it neceflary, after the thorough inveftiga-
tion which this queftion has undergone, and the adjudication
it received from a refpetable majority of this Houfe laft year,
again to enter into all the minutiz, which are neceffarily im-
plicated in fo important a deltate, and which have been al-
ready {6 amply difcuffed ; but I fhall touch upon the different
prominent features, and fhall never, Itruft, lofe fight of thx

philanthropy which the Abolitionifts fllatioully ekeem \“\3\:"
| ) . ~ =\
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their vantage-ground on this occafion. AsIam one of thofe
that do not think this. (peculation can, after the hearing and
xe-hearing it has already obtained, be prolonged to any inor-
dinate length, efpecially when Irecolle&, that affuirs of the
greateft importance to this Houfe and this Country have
lately been-voted by large majorities without inquiry, and .
almoft without difcuffion on tae part of Adminiftration; yet
as one of the Reprefentatives of a great and flourithing com-
mercial town, as a friend to the rights and property of many
thoufands- of Manufa&urers, Merchants, and Planters, and
an advocate likewife for Humanity, good Policy, and Juftice,
I will proceed briefly, and, Itruft, clearly, to ftate thofe ar-
guments which occur to me againft the Abolition of the Afri-
can Trade. .

I fhall not now nctice the Origin of the Trade; the fanc-
tion it has received from Parliament ; the ftate of ignorance
in which the natives of Africa are involved; the horrid def-
potifm which pervades it, in confequence of that barbarifm ;
or compare the mild government of the Weft Indies, with
the favage tyranny of thé Kings and Princes of Africa; but
endeavour to point out the impolicy and impoflibility of abo-
lithing the African Trade. The different States of Europe
are, and have been for ages paft, folicitous to increafe their
Commerce, their Colonies, and their Slave Trade; and by
experience have found, that the profperity of all depended up-
on the fuccefs of each. 1 need not cnumerate the Portugueze,
the Danes, the Dutch, the Spaniards, and the French, who
were reported in this Houfe to have been on the flart to out-
race us in the fuppreflicn of the Slave Trade, but who, by
authoritics which I have now in my hand, are attually foremoit
in the courfe for its continuance and extenfion. It is appa-
rent, therefore, as I had the honour, on a former occafion to
remark to this Houfe, thatif we were difpofcd to facrifice our
African Trade, other nations would not enter into {o ruinous
a plan. The French, for Inftance, depend greatly on their
Weit India Trade as afource both of revenue and navigzation.
I have it not now in contemplation to expatiate on the fituation
of St. Domingo; to that I fhall prefently advert;) will they .
fuffer a trade; upon which their whole commerce turns, to
Janguith? No; they would thank us for our miftaken’ ideas
" of humanity, and they would profit by them; the difadvan-

RO - - tage
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tage would be our’s; the .advantage would be their’s; and
the condition of the African would be exaltly the fame, whe-
ther he croffed the Atlantic in an Englith, or any. other Eu,
ropean bottom ; and fhould we perfift in fo wild a proje® as .
Abolition, the Continent will foon be fupplied with Englith.
houfes, Englith fhips, and Englifh capitals. -

Having ftated the prefent fituation of Europe, with regard
to the African Trade, it doesnot, I think, require much pene»
tration or judgment to detzct and expofe the fallacious doctrine -
of thofe Sectaries, who would attempt to abolifh what other
* nations encourage and protet. A portion of common fenfe,
which in general contributes more to the public good than fo-
phiftry or enthufiafm, and which frequently difperfes the mifts
which Eloquence, Prejudice, and Fanaticifm, endeavour to
raife, to cover their own purpofes, enables the majority of this -
Houfe, and of this Country, to declare, that an Aboiition on
the part of r.nglandalone, will not abolith the trade in general.

Unlefs a place ot Congrefs: fhall be appointed, and unlefs
all the nations of Europe accede to fuch a propofition, and
when their deputies fhall be affembled, enter fully into the
projeét of Abolition; we only create difficulties and embar-
raflments for our own Merchants and Manufa&urers, without .
effecting any other purpofe. Nay, perhaps our prefent wild,
fanatical manner of condu&ing this {peculation, may alienate
the affe&ions of our Colonifts, who, through a deluge of blood,
thay work out for themfelves another inlependence, or may
throw themfelves into the arms of thofe confederated ftates, ,
whofe conftitution tells us, that they have a facred regard for
- public faith, and private property._

Theugh 1 fincerely wifh, for the honour of human nature,
that an eternal veil'could be drawn over the recent horrible
tranfattions in St. Domingo, I cannot help roticing fome
. circumftances, becaule they feemh to originate in, the fame prin-
ciples and practices, which {ome people in this Country have
lately adopted, with regard to the Weft-India Iflands. Ifhall
not attempt to defcribe the barbarities and horrors of thofe
fcenes, which have been difplayed at St. Domingo—a bare re-
cital of which, would make an imprefiion upon the hardeft .
heart, and moft inacceflible underftanding, without the affift.
ance of pathetic eloquence, or laboured ipgenuity. I {hall
therefore turn the attention of the Commitree from 2 conteme= -
: " Ydaxron
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plation of ‘rapes, of maffacres, of conflagrations, .of impaled
infants, and a&s of parricide, and endeavour to point out
concifely, the impolicy, as well as danger, of our now purfu-
ing the object of Abolition.

Partial extra8s of the debates of . this Houfe, and the gar-
bled ftatements of evidence, which have been fo induftri-
oufly circulated, both in this Country, and through all the
Colonies, have created alarm and diftruft throughout every
Ifland in the Weft-Indies: all the letters from that quarter of
the Globe, fpzak moft forcibly of the mifchiefs and dangers
that may arife, and which actually threaten the White-Inha-,
bitants. Ihave within this laft week received a letter from a
refpeQtable officer at Antigua, delcribing the fickly fituation
of the King’s troops, owing to the frequent detachments
required from them, in order to awe or fupprefs infurrections
amongft the Negroes, throughout the different Iflands. Go-
vernment has been made acquainted with thefe circumftances,
and the perils which confequently impended, and to relieve
the minds of the Colonifts: and to countera&t the abfurd vote
of the Minifter, that very Minifter has been compelled to fend
a reinforcement of Infantry, and a Regiment of Light Dra-
goons ; the vote of this night ' may require additional troops,
and if this chimerical project is to be revived every year, the
Army of England may be fully employed in the Weft Indies.

" On the fubje@ of the Petitions, which have been lately
prefented, I muft beg leave to obferve, that though I enter-
tain the higheft refpe&t and veneration for the Petitions of the
people of England, I cannot yield my admiration on the pre-
fent occafion, becaufe I think that their fentiments have not
been fairly colle&ted. The form and language of the Petitions
bear too ftrong a refemblance to each other, they appear to
be the manufaQure of the Sectaries of the Old Jewry; and
the fignatures domot ftamp them, in my mind, with any ad-
ditional credit or authority. Unexpefted and unfolicited
letters have lately poured in upon me, from the moft refpect-
able individuals, in all parts of England, defcribing the vari-
ous artful modes adopted for obtaining and creating Signa-
tures, and to an honourable Member now in my eye, I am
indebted for an extenfive correfpondence, even in the remoteft
parts of Scotland, :
‘ In
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In fome villages and towns, mendicant phyficians, and
itinerant clergymen, ‘have exercifed almoft unexampled zeal
and induftry, and difplayed the ingenuity of Scapin to extort
names, from the fick, the indigent, and the traveller: in
others, the grammar-fchools have received ceremonious vifits,
from the indefatigable emiffaries of the Abolitionifts ; and the
boys have been indulged with the gladfome tidings of a holi~
day, provided they would fign their own, and the names in the
neighbourhobdd ; and, when on examination, the Inhabitants
could not furnifh Signatures, fufficiently numerous, they have
been defired to employ their imagination, to give to  airy
¢¢ nothings, a local habitation and a name 1 '

Colonel Tarleton then adverted to the Letters in his poffef-
fion, to fupport what he had juft advanced, and amongft them .
read the following extraéls : :

*

W aRrRRINGTON, March, 1792.
«“S iR,

« Having with pleafure frequently obferved, that you are the
Champion for the Trade of Liverpool, I beg leave to communi-
cate to you a piece Io& intelligence [ lately pick’d up, on my return

Srom a journey to Manchefler, relative to the mode purfued by
the Partizans for the Abolition, in order to procure as many
names as they can to théir Petitions. I fell in company with a
very refpeclable Tradefman of Warrington, who told me. he had
a fon juff returned from fchool at Bolton; where a Petition to
Parliament for the Abolstion bad been induflrioufly handed about,
t0 obtain the fignatures of all ranks of people; from the bighe/t
to the lowefl 5 and that in order to procure all the names they pof-
Sibly could, real er imaginary, they waited on the [chool-boys,
and not only got them to fign their own names, -but alfo as muny
more names of their neighbours as they could recolleét. Some of
the arch boys (of lefs retentive memories) perceiving that thofe
boys wbo could recollec? moft names met with the greatefl applaufe,
in order to receive a proportional fbare of praife, firfl fizned their
own names with others they did recollet y after that they invented
new names; and put them down alfo.—~Any comments I could
make on fuch Petitions being confidered as the fenfe of the people
of Boltan, &¢. to you would be fuperfluous——1I only give you

the
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the faéf, wbic/y. / cbr:'jider as my duty, as a ‘wal?-wi/btr to the
Merchants and Trade of Liverpooly to inform you of : therefore
baoge you will pardon the liberty 1 now take.

Iam,
With the greateft refpect,
. i,
Your mofl obedient, -
bhumble Servant,

9

Colonel Tarleton has the original Letéers in his poffeffion,
but does not feel authorized to pubiifh the names of the Writers.

« HONGURED SIR, CuEsTER, March 30, 1792.

¢ Knowing there was a Petition carried on bere for the
" Aolition of the Slave Trade, figned by a number of names, a
great number of which I thought was very impr%r Jhouid be
Jfent to that Honourable Houfe of which you are a Member, as it
“was chiefly children belonging to the different [chools in this city ;
and amongft the refl, i1 was brought to the jchool of which I am
a fcholar, and was figned (by defive of my-mafler) by every boy
in the fehool that could write his name, myfelf excepted.

' ’ Your’s refpeétfully, -

O———

— ¥

Relative to the fignatures of the boys, the Colonel refer-
red to the following paflage in a letter from Sheffield. ¢ You
¢ have time to eflablifh- the truth of it by inquiry, before the -
& smatter is difcuffed, or by a line addreffed to

« The Rev. CuarrLes CHADWICK, mafier of the
« grammar fchool. »
« Rev. MATTHEW PRESTON, Eng’i/h grammar [chool.
_ ¢ Joun EADON, mafler of the free writing [chool.
<« Qr moft of the other writing fchool maflers in this placey’

The Coloncl obferved, that he would not tire the patience
of his hearers by reading letters in his pofleflion written by
reipe€table individuals refident at the following places :

Portimouth _ Culrofs

Ipfwich Manchefter - -
St. Andrew’s ' . Edinbuigh

Carlifle ./ Hull

Dorchefter Chefter, &c. &c. &c.

Swanfea The
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" The Magiftrates of the places whence thefe extraordinary
Petitions -have * originated, have feldom been approached.
The Town Halls have ftill more rarely had thefe Petitions
difplayed in therg, in order to await the deliberation, the de=
cifion, or the fignatures of the grave, refpectable, and in-
formed part of the community. . No, Sir, parts of the flimfy,
hearfay evidence, which for alength of time opprefled and
difgraced the table of this Houfe, were mutilated, diftorted,
and reduced to the fize of pamphlets, in order to promote
their cigculation throughout all the ale-houfes and excife-cfii-
ces’in this kingdom ; where the unwary and uninformed were
tricked out of their humanity, by inflammatory extracts ; and
from fuch fources moft of the petitions, which, I had almoft
faid difgraced, the figners and the receivers, have been pro-
duced ! - ’

Great God, Sir, is this a decent, honourable, or deco-
rous manner of learning, or thowing to the world the. fenti-
ments of the people of this country ! No, Sir, it is equally an
infult and mockery upon the people and Parliament of Eng-

© land.

I cannot help faying a few words at this moment on the
. difference of the evidence brought before the Privy Counci}
and the Sele& Committee of the Houfe, by both parties, pre-
vious to the difcuffion of laft year. :
I need not ftigmatize the Abojitionifts, by mentionin% thz
names of the generali?l of theit evidences: nor need I fay
any thing more in eulogy of the principal evidences brought
forward by the Merchants and Planters, than merely repeat the
names of Lord Shuldham, Admiral Barrington, Admiral
Arbuthnot, Admiral Edwards, Anmiral Hotbam, Commo-
dore Gardner, Lord Macartney, Lord Redney, Sir Ralph
Payne, Sir J. Dalling, Sir Archibald Campbell, Mr. Baillie,
Mr. Hibbert, and a long lift of refpeGtable charaéters, If
I was.to analyfe the bulk of the evidence, 1 fhould exhauit
the patience of the Committee, in contrafting the ignorance,
the malice, and fapatici{fm of fome, with the veracity the in-
genuoulnefs, and the candour of others. In fhort, I fhould
exhibit, if ¥ gave a true pi€ture, a varicgated view of the
fair and foul principles which dignify and debafe the human
mind.’ : ' S
' 1 bexe

\
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1 have no fmall degree of fatisfaltion refulting from the op- .
portunity the Honourable Gentleman, who opened this day’s
debate, has afforded me, of juftifying a refpeGable body of
my conftituents. He has been pleafed to enlarge upon the

"lofles fuftained on the paffage from Africa to the Weft Indies.

Notwithftanding his calculations, his fabrications, or his com-
ments, I can pledge myfelf to this Houfe, and this country, in
afferting and -maintaining, the average lofs per cent. does not
exceed four and a half, fince the regulations were impofed on
the Slave thips. If we advert to the voyages of the King’s
troops, or the tranfportation to Botany Bay, the comparifon is
highly favourable to the African Trade.

Another affertion of the Honourable Gentleman’s I beg leave
likewife to repel. He ftill chooles to enlarge on the mor-
tality among# the feamen, and from thence draws an inference
prejudicial to the Town of Liverpool, and city of Briftol. —
For the former of thofe ports (and we may conclude that the
fame trade is conducted in the fame manner as at the latter)
I muft again repeat what I had the honour to deliver to the
Houfe laft year, as there is no event which gives me reafon
to doubt its veracity :—¢ The Liverpool African Trade is,
¢ in proportion to the number of hands it employs, the moft
*t productive nurfery for feamen that belongs to the commerce
 of this country. For, admitting for a moment the exag-
« gerated, calculations which have gone abroad, of the mo:-
¢ tality cf the Seamen employed in this Trade ; admitting -
« that 642, outof 3170 perfons, die in the voyage of one
¢ year; admitting farcher, that half this mortality falls upon
¢ that half of the crew which is compofed of Seamen and Of-
« ficers, and confequently that 321 Seamen perithed in the
¢ courfe of one year’s voyage, vet as 1585 Land{men from
¢« the fingle port of Liverpool alone, in fpite of that fabrica-
“ ted mortality, contributes annually, by means of this
« Trade, an augmentation of 943 perfons to the Navy
& of Great Br'tain.” o

I thall not trefpafs longer on the patience of the Commit-
tee, farther than making one more obfervation on the Ho-
nourable Gentleman’s Speech, in which fo little novelty oc-
curred.  He was pleafed to fay that white people, and the
failors in perticular, could work in the Weft Indies.—In an-
fwer to that affertion, I fhall refer to what I deem good- au--

o : thority



. | (-8 )
thority—the teftimony of many refpeable Officers. It
would be tirefome to enumerate the names of all the Officers
who have ferved in that part of the world; for they generally,
- I believe, without a fingle exception, maintain the truth of
what I advance.—If he does not like Naval or Military Au-
thorities, I will indulge the Honourable Gentleman with
. other proofs of myuffertion. It has bezn found by experience
that the patives of Europe could not endure any labour
under the intemperate heat of the Weft Indies.—Frequent .
attempts have been made to cultivate eftates with white la-
bourers, In this experiment the French are faid to have loft
12,000 whites in the year 1763. The Aflembly of Jamaica
offered great encouragement in the year 1749, to induce
white families to fettle in that Ifland, but of the few that
. went, in ten years there were no remaias.

With refpe& to the value of the African and Weft India
"T'rade to this country, examined either feparately or collec-
tivelg, no perfon has yet prefumed to doubt the benefits de-
rived from them. The Manufa&urers and Merchants of this

country find their intereft materially allied to the exiftence of
the former3 -and though, on a prior occafion, the Honour-
able Gentleman who moved the queftion was pleafed to ftyle
the African Trade ¢ a Lottery, at Liverpool,” it has been
found by experience to be generally a profitable concern, and
that the morals and fortunes of the individuals, who enter
into it, are not fo much debafed and ruined, as thofe of their
neighbours, by their conneftion, with the ftate lottery of this
country,

- By an Abolition, feveral hundred fhips, feveral thoufand
failers, and fome millions of induftrious mechanics, will lofe
their employment, and be rendered worfe than ufelefs ; for a
fudden chafm of this fort will undoubtedly prove of the moft
dangerous confequences to fociety. '

.. A yearly deficit of fix millions, which is the loweft average.
“and admitied by all fides of the Houfe, and which will fal

on the manufaéturers, fhip-builders, and a large body of the
working people, "will be fenfibly felt in this country, though
her induftry and commerce flourith almoft beyond calcula-
tion. Andif I add to this defalcation of our commerce and
revenue, the lofs of our Colonies, which are eftimated at
&venty millions, which, from the beft authorities, are totally
“ ' F » dependent -
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dependent on the African Trade, what new difcovery or con-
trivance is toremedy an evil which would palfy the very ex-
iftence of the national profperity ? ,

The oppefition to the queftion now before the Houlfe, is fo
‘connected with the well-being-and good government of this
country, thatif I was an enemy to the Conftitution of Eng-
land, which has been the work of ages, and which, thougha
food, all muft acknowledge to be a very complicated machine,

would vote for the Abolition of the African Trade. It cer-
tainly will be allowed, that a government, conftituted like the
one we now enjoy, is a new work in the annals of mankind.
The great extent of commerce and credit, and the fftupendous
national debt, which overfhades the revenue of Great Britain,
‘are circumftances to which we can find no parallel in hif-
tory. ‘Through the medium of fcience, and the extenfion of
labour and manufaétures, we are enabled to penetrate into
_every country, to become the merchants of every ftate, and the
citizens of every clime. :

To our commercial fuccefs, therefore, we may fairly attri-
bute our great increafe of power, wealth, and confequence ;
and our public and national debt has unfortunately, whether
from error in Government, or not, I will not pretend to de-
cide, kept pace with that power, that wealth, and that con-
fequence, If, therefore, we attempt to circumfcribe the
means which have enabled us to arrive atthe fummit of com-
mercial profperity, fhall we not endanger our Conftitution by
rafhly drying up the fources which {welled the tide, and gave
- rapidity to the current of our commercial importance and na-
tional revenue.

I need not enter into a minute defcription of the origin of

. the African Trade, or the origin of the National Debt. If

" either were to commence de novo, there would not be found in
this Houfe, or in this country, a more' ftrenuous oppofer of
fuch fpeculations ; bug circumftanced as we now are, it is the
intereft and duty of evéry good citizen, not to opprefs the
main-fpring of Government, but to facilitate and regulate its
movements with care and circumf{pection.

If, Sir, we violate the fan&®ion of Parliament, and touch
the vitals of our Commerce, with a tough and injudicious
hand, we endanger the exiftence of our prefent Conftitution.
- By the moderation and prudent interference of this Houfe, the

’ : African
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African Trade; if mal-pralices exift in it, may be melio-
rated’; by timely information we. may corret the abufes in
Government, increafe the general profperity of this country,
and reftore atid invigorate' the powers of the Legiflature.
But, if with an imprudent temerity, we daringly ftrike at the
root of our commerce, we undermine our prefent advantages,
and deftroy our future expeftations ; and the Reprefentatives
of the people will be guilty of fuicide upon the laws, the
profperity, and the conftitution of England.

A ——

Mr. M. MonTaGU.—~1 with tq bring to the récolleion
of the Houfe, that on a former occafion, when my Honour-
able Friend (Mr. Wilberforce) introduced a Motion for the
Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1 abftained from troubling the
Houfe with-any argument. For, however anxious I may be
to teftify my opinion, and to prove that I have formed a judg-
ment not more firm, than candid and deliberate, upon the
fubject; yet knowing, that from the ardor with which I have
entered on the purfuit, and from the many hours I have heen
induced to fpend upon it, I may be fufpected of an intempe-
tate zeal, and of fomewhat of the feelings of a party, I have .
been willing to yield my ftation in the conteft to thofe whe
‘may be {uppofed to come with coeler imaginations ; and have
- tied myfelf down, in the fituation ofa fp:&ator; to an atten-
tive confideration of .the argumen:s adduced on each fide of
the queftion. It is in this pofition, that, divefting myfelf as
far as I can of all 1 have thought befare upon the fubjeit, and
‘giving a candid entertainment to the objections of the adver-
fary, [ have been more than ever confirmed in the foundnefs
. of my principles, andin the apinion of the policy, as well as

- juftice of the ‘Abolition. Itisnow then no longerin my pow-
. ‘ery conlfiftent with the duties I owe to my counery, to juftice,
and humanity; to refrain from uttering what I conceived to
be my unalterable fentiments upon the fubje&, and I entreat
the Houfe to believe, that it is in difcharge of this duty,
1 addréfs themy and not:from any impertinent defire of obtru-
ding myfelf on their notiee. ’
F 2 Dk
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But before I efiter on the argument, I with to obviate
a prejudice entertained againft the friends of an Abolition of
the Slave Trade, who are accufed of procéeding in a. rath
and precipitaté manrier to their conclufion, upon abftra& arid
impraicable grounds ; and of infifting on an abfurd extreme
ay Abolition, while they reje&t a wife, temperate, and prac-
cable medium by Regulation. To do away this prejudice,
I am defirous of offcring fome preliminaries to the adverfary;
which may ferve as a juft point of reference betweenus. All
T require on their parts is to concede, that in the Slave Trade’
there exifls a great evil, which muft of neceflity be remedied,
and that the means of remedy ought to be fuch, as will be
effectual to the obje&, and not an idle mockery and delufion:
It return for -this conceflion, I am ready to admit, that, in-
afmuch as it is the duty of legiflators to reémedy exifting
evils; and thofe evils particularly of the moft extenfive and
pernicious influence, " it is no lefs their dity to apply that re-
thedy in the leaft hazardous manner the nature of the evil will
admity and to feel themfelves refponfible, that the hand of the
phyfician fhould be the hand of a friend, and not the rath in-
terference of an empiric. I hope the Houfe will feel, that
while I offer thefe principles as a ftandard by which to mea-
fure all I have to fay on the fubjeét, I am defirous to ef-
tablith a fair and impartial criterion between the two parties.
With the impreflion of the latter ftrong tpon my mind, I
fhall proceed to argue the queftion, and to lay before the
Houfe; the teafons which convince my mind, that no regula-
tion, fhort of an Abolition of the trade, will be effectual ;
and that a regulation by any of thofé means which alone can be
thought likely to have any effect, will prove infinitely miore
dangerous to the fecurity of the planters, both in their perfons
and propetty, than the Abolition. I fhall ot make any efs
fort to prove, that the application of any fegulations to the-
original grievanice on the coaft of Africa is impoffible, be-
caufe the truth there appears fo obvious, that I may almoft
take it as a conceffion of the opponent. For how is it poffible
to afcertain the. juftice of .the captivity of each individual,
whom we force away into bondage ? Can we éftablifhi tribu-
nals all along the coaft; and in every fhip, to inquire into the
effences committed by each flave; and into the leggli% of the
punifiment?
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unithment ? What judges' can we find for fuch an office?
t admitting, for' the argument’s fake, that we could in-

vent fuch'a tribunal, as might afcertain the right of the feller to .
the perfons of thofe who are enflaved on the coaft, what ex-
pedient could we imagine io bring evidence of the juftice of
the captivity, or by far the greater number, who were brought
from great diftapces inland ? "Fhe impofibility of fuch regu. -
lations is fo clear, that I fhall not wafte time in proving it.
Bit before I pafs to another part of the fubje&, I wifh the
Houfe to paufe, and recolledl, that if it were indeed impoffi-
ble to do-away the evil of this part of the trade, how ftrong,
how evident, how invincible ought to be the neceflity pleaded
for the continuance of what is irremediably unjuft in its foun-
dation! =~ o '
* I fhall not dwell much upon the proof of the inefficacy of’
regulations as to the” Middle Paffage. My Honoura
Eriénd has fhown, that however the mortality might be abafed
in mbft of the thips, by the regulations of Sir William“Dol-
ben’s Bill, yet, wherever a contagious diftemper happens to
preak out(and fuch in many inftances muft alway(gc expe&t-
ed) the gredteft part of the cargo is fwept away, and the ave- -
rage of deaths'is by thefe ‘inftances ftill kept up to a thocking
and enormous height. - e ‘ T
* "What I would with principallyto inculcate, is the impoffi-
bility of applying repalations in the Weft Indies, without
tnore danger to the perfons and property of the planters, than
would accrue'by the Abolition. This part of the argument
§ aat particularly defirous’ to enforce, becaiife | know that up.
on this, and upon the ftate of the population”in the iflands,
the whole meature muft reft with thofe to"'whom we muft look
for a mijority, with'the perfons who'admit the injuftice of the
. trade, but who believe, or at leaft fear, the danger and impo-

licy of an Abolition. ef\_'ly firft pofition here Will be, that'ng
regulations can be rendered effeétyal fo the proteQion of the
flave ' in the Weft Indies, *which do not admit the evidence of
the Negro in a Court of Juftice. My fcond, that to ad-
mit the evidence of a' Negro in"a Court of Juftice will be
infinitely more dangerous to the perfons and the property of the
Planters than the Abolition of the trade. In the 'ﬁri{ plate,
1 would' with Gentlemen'to confider what is to be done by
regulation for the protection of the flave? Should W be en-
A . "'F3 oo . . .&&‘\k
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influence on their condu@. I with the Planters to confider
. the great increafing progrefs, which the opinion of the injuf-
tice of the Trade is making in the Nation at large, as mani-
fefted by the Petitions, which had almoft obftructed the pro-
ceedings of the Houfe by their perpetual introdution. They
muft begin to perceive, that it is no longer poffible to ftifie
the bufinefs in the birth, that offended Juftice will at léngth,
with an uplifted arm, break down ail oppofition, and that the -
minds of the reprefentatives would bé found in union with
the opinions of their conftituents. It is now, therefore, for
them to fave their credit, and to take care that the retribution
to the injured Africans fhall not be made without their con-
currence. * The other defcription of perfons, whofe atten-
tion I requeft (and whom I have reafon to believe to be a
large body) are fuch as have been led to afcribe the agitation
of this queftion to the fame fpirit of abftract and impraéticable
equalization, which they dread to fee applied to the deftruéki.
on of order and good government in our invaluable Conftitu-
tion. If there be any perfons with this apprehenfion, they
will do well to confider whether they had not better be in hafte
to deftroy that aflociation, and by feparating the: real evil’
from the imaginary grievance, to deftroy the credit which
the latter may derive from being conneéted in opinion with.
the former. If they negle&t to remedy a moft abominable
and crying abufe, againit which every feeling of reafon, reli-
gion, and even political wifdom, revolts with abhorrence; da
they not play into the hands of thofe, who conftrue their dread:
.of innovation on other occafions, into an obftinate - refiftance
of truth, juftice, and expediency ? S
I fhall now conclude with repeating a profeffion I formerly
made, that I will never ceafe to promote the Abolition of thg
Slave Trade, with every faculty. of body and -mind, till the-
injuries of humanity are fedreﬂ{d, and the national character
relieved from the deepeft difgrace that is recorded in the an-
nals of mankind. - - B

‘Mr.
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‘Mr. WHITBREAD. The fubject has undergone fo full
and fair-a difcuffion, and the arguments that have been urged
to prove that the motion for the Abolition of the Slave Trade
is founded in principles of impolicy and injuftice, have fo
compleatly failed of their effe@t, that I do not deem it negef-
fary to occupy much of the time of the Committee, and
therefore fhall not long detain them. Could I conceive that
the trade is, as fome have afferted it to be, founded on prin-
ciples of humanity ; could I conceive that the miferable
Africans are refcued from death and torture in their own
country, and that upon being carried to the Weft Indies,
a happier clime and more luxuriant foil, they are put under
the dominion of kind and humane mafters ; that their toil is-
light, and their labour eafy; that their days are fpent in
healthy, and pleafing occupation, and not confumed in dreary
and oppreflive ‘labour, and that at evening they return to
their homes, chearfully to the fong and the dance, and retire
to reft, unfatigued, and with hearts at eafe ; that in the
morning they rife, invigorated by reft, and alert with chear-
fulnefs, - to purfue an occupation that is mild and eafy ; were
. I convinced, that-in fickne(s they are attended with care -

. and fkill, and that their old age is rendered comfortable by

the enjoyment of peace and plenty, and that they lay them
down to fleep the fleep of death, in calmne(s and refignation ;
were I convinced, that thefe were circumftances that exifted
in truth, and are fubftantiated by fa&, even then, I would
vote that the Slave Trade be abolithed ; inafmuch, as I am
convinced, that that which is in principle fundamentally
wrong, no praltice whatever can render right and pardon-
able. No argument can prove, mor any eloquence perfuade
me, that man is torn from his native country, and his deareft
conne&ions, for the purpofe of nourithment, and that he is
delivered into the hands of man, in order to warrant his fafety,
and precure his .proteftion. Who will aflert, that man,
when delivered into the hands of man, ‘will not be ill
treated? Who will fay that he fhall not fuffer ? It is
the known effe& of power upon the human heart, and it
muft neceflarily happen, that not only thofe who were ori-
inally good, by being poflefled of arbitrary power become
ad, but that many cxercife a greater degrec of cruelty than
they would otherwife have imagined, from the mere Cxtw®-

fiance of their being cnabled to do fo Wit Tmpuney . \‘i\\:\:
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man is fubject to the dominion of his fellow creature, there
muft, on the one hand, be tyranny, and on the other, a deep
fenfe of injury : it is the quality of defpotifin to corrupt the
heart, ana deaden the finer feelings of nature. Cf the hard-
ened and cruel among mankind, there are already too great a
number, and to permit perfons of that defcription, to poffefs
power over their fellow creatures, is to fuffer an evil that is
dangerous and unjuftifiable indeed. I beg leave to obferve,
that expreflions have failen from fome of thofe who have con-
tended for the humanity of the Slave Trade, that convince me,
that barbarities exift in that traffick that are difgraceful to
human nature. I haveheard it aflerted in this Houfe, I do
not impute it invidioufly to any one, but it was an expreffion
that forcibly ftruck my mind ; I mean an expreffion of an
Honourable Gentleman in his place in the laft feflion of Par-
liament, on the difcuffion of the Sierra Leone bufinefs, who,
when he came to fpeak of the flaves, in an account of the
felling off the ftock of a plantation, faid, that the flaves
fetched lefs than their common price, becaufe they were
damaged |—Damaged ! Does not this imply that the flave had
fpent the beft part of his life in the fervice of a mafter, who
parts with him for a fmall compenfation, and leaves him to
linger out the remainder of his miferable exiftence with a
mafter, perhaps of more fevere manners, a harther nature,
and in all probability not lefs arbitrary in his difpofition ? I
cannot but mention a paflage that I difcovered in the perufal of
a pamphlet publifhed in the defence of the Slave Trade, - the
author of which, defcribing the happy fituation of the negroes, .
among other felicitous circumftances abferves, that a good
negro wants no charaéler, for his fervices may be feen, as it .
were, and his value appreciated, by the marks he bore of
chains, galls, and lathes. What is that, but to fay that
fuch inftruments of torture are made ufe of, and that lathes
are inflited that leave indelible marks ! And who will fay,
that they were juflly inflited ? An Honourable Gentleman,
who this evening fpoke for the firft time in this Houfe (Mr.
Vaughan) has faid, that he heartily wifhed for the Abolition
of the trade, and yet has argued in favour of its continuance,
That Gentleman has declared, that upon going over to the
Wet Indies, he was furprifed to find the flaves in fo good 3

Ltuation, ; but he has alfo obferved, that they are 20\ poor 2nd
degraded,
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degraded, and putting flavery and cruelty out of the queftion,:
are better off than the poor of this country. What is it,.
we want.to abolifh ? It is cruclty and flavery that we with
to abolifh, .and thereby to do away that dreadful diftinétion
which degrades their condition, and reduces them below the.
level of their fellow creatures. The Honourable Gentleman
: has exprefled his admiration of their refignation ; buit is it not,
that fort of refignation which-is the confequence of d.{pair?.
He has alfo faid, that one of the overfeers afked a flave, who.
-was idle, * What do you think your mafter bought you for?.
Did he not buy you to labour °” and that the flave thereupon
direitly began to work. Had the negro ufed any reply,- .
what would have been the argument in anf{wer, but thofe -
wheals and fcars which he could not have refifted ?*—Wit
refpe to the aflertion that the commerce of the country
would be materially affe@ted by an Abolition of the Slave
Trade, as the fubje& has been fo ably dicuffed, I will not
detain the Committee upon that point. Nothing has paffed
to alter my opinion on ‘the fubje&t ; but as an Honourable
Friend of mine (Colonel ' Tarleton) who has made a very:
able defence of the trade, has a'‘erted that the petitions which:
have been prefentcd from ail parts of the kingdom, do not.
contain the general opinion of the people, or fpeak their-
fentiments, but that they have been obtained by artifice, and
were undeferving of credit ; I muft teg leave to obferve,
that my Honourable Friend has adduced rather unfatisfatory
gvidence to prove, that the Petitions do not fp-ak the voice
of the country. I have had the honcur to prefent a petition
from my con'({ituents, and I will venture to tay, that there
does nct exift more refpeCable names in the kingdom than
thofe of the perfons who have figned that Petition. - It has
been faid by my Honourable Friend, that there is a {trong
fimilitude in their tenor and fubftance. That is a circum-~
ftance, by no means to be wondered 'at. There is'but one
plain tale to tell, and it is not furprifing that it has been t Id
in nearly the fame manner and expreflions. There is but
one boon to afk, and that is- the Abolition of the Slave Trul-.
The Petitions contain the fentiments of the people in genc-
raly and neither can they be invalidated; nor the evidence on
the table b> difproved, by the epiftle of a quaker AW v~

on, or the le: F a Chefter v oy, The rionontdie
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Gentleman who has brought forwird the queftion, has been
accufed of enthufiafm: I am as warm an advocate for’[:hc
" Abolitioni of the Slave Trade as the Honourable mover of
the queftion ; but neither of them have ftarted an idea of the
" Slaves being emancipated ; they are as yet unfit for fuch a
bleffing. It is not for the emancipation of the Slaves, but
for an Abolition of the Slave Trade, that they have con-
tended. Is that a proof of enthufiafm or fanaticifm, or is'it
a proof of 2 calm and ratipnal inveftigation ! That meafures
may be adopted for a'gridual emancipation, as a Right Hon,
Gentfeman (Mr. Pitt) laft year fuggefted, 'is, Iam perfuaded,
the with of every confiderate man, and is the object that we
have in yjew.—An Honourable Gentleman has faid fomething
about two great orators, and men ‘of diftinguithed abilities;
haying united their talents on thé occafion, and who have
given greater credit to the Honourable Gentlethan who made
the motion, by acceding to.his dpinion on the fubjeét, thari
he merits. I do not beﬁeve, that the eloquence of the Ho-
nourable Gentleman has prevailed upon them to acquielce in
his opinion, but that the naked truth and fimple juftice of the
fubjedt, have induced them to fupport the quettion ; and if.
anly thing could yield additional weight ‘to that of the con-
vi&tion I entertain, that the traffick is inhuman and impolitic,
it would be the circumftance of the twe gentlemen in quef-
tion, men of fuch eminent talents and brilliant abilities, and
who are in habits of oppofition to each other, uniting on the
occafion, and contending for the Abolition of the trade ;
convinced as I am that that union is the confequence of the
clearnefs of their minds, and the irrefiftible force of truth.—
I truft, that thofe are not to be found who éxult in the cala<
mities that have recently occurred in St. Demingo. - If fuch-
men exift, in my mind théy merit exclufion from fociety,
and ought to be driven from civilized - life. - For my own,
part, I difclaim all exultation on the fubje&. An Honourable
Gentleman has declared, that thofe 'ca{amigies are ‘the firft
fruits of laft year’s Debate on the Slave Trade. * I deny the
affertion, and contend that they are the effe& of the 'lyrade
itlelf. “There is a point of endurance, ‘beyond which-human
nature cannot go, at which the mind of man rifes by its na~
tive elafticity with a fpring and violence proportioned to the
degree to which it has been deprefled. The calamities in
: SR ‘St. Dominga
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St: Domingo are the éffe@ of the Slave Trade, and pro-
ceeded from no other caufe ; and if the tradé continues,
fimilar evils are to be apprehended in our Weft India Iflands.
‘Thie cruelties practifed by the- blacks in St. Domingo they
. have learned from their opprefliye mafters :—< Hath not an
« African eyes ! Hath not an African hands, organs, dimen-
“ fions, fenfes, paffions ! Is he riot fed with the fame food,
« hurt with the fame weapons, fubje&t to -the fame difeales,
¢« healed by the.fame means, warmed and cooled by the fame
t fummer and winter as weare? If you prick him, does he -
¢« not bleed ? If you tickle him, does he not laugh ? If you
X poifon him, does he not die? And if you wrong him, fhall
¢« Henot revenge ! If he is like you in the reft, he will re-
« femble you in that. If an _Aﬁ“"icam wrong a white man,
¢« what is his Humility ?—Revenge.. If a white man wron%
“ an African, what thould his fufferance be by our example
« Why, revenge. The cruelty you teach him, he will exe-
% cute.—~But I fear it is nat poffible to better the inftruction.”

i

Mr. VavgHaN in reply 6 Mr. Whitbread. Perhaps I
may not have exprefled myfelf clearly, but 1 did not profefs
to fpeak as 4 Planter or Merchant,. but as a Member of Par-
liament, and to give an independent opinion ; even though,
in fome points, it may feem to make againft the Colonifts,
who might not thark 'me now, but would hereaftcr. :

’

.. Mr. M1tBaNk. ' With regatd to the Abolition of the
Slave Trade, the ‘policy of the meafure is as great as its
juftice is undeniable. Where flavery prevails, every opera-
tion that is performed; is done in a rude and unworkmanlike
manner; and no fubftitute for manual labour, no artificial
means of expediting work, alleviating its trouble, and fhort-
ening the time of finithing it, is introduced or thought of.
Whiere flavery exifts, there muft be opprefion, and in my
opimion the Planters are bound to thank thofe who have
N W nRd
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warned them of the more than probable dangers that muft

one day enfuc fram the refentment of their Slaves, againit

thofe whom they cannot but regard with an inimical eye,

and confider as their tyrants. I fhall therefore certainly vote
_ for the motion. ’

——— e R e an

" The Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dunpas. When
this queftion was agitated in the Houfe laft year, I happencd
to be prevented by indifpofition,from giving any vote or pub-
lic opinion upon it. My honourable friends, however, with
whom I may be fuppofed to have the moft inte'courfe, have
very well known that ¥ have long entertained the fame opi-
nion with them as to the Abolition of the Slave T'rade,

- though I have differed from them as to the mode of effet- .
ing it. :

I have felt equally warm with themfelves in the purfuit of
the general objec, and I feel fo at the prefent moment ; but
I muit confider how far it mav be proper for me to give my af-
feat to the particular propofit.on which is made by my He-
nourable Friend. '

" Tt is neceffary I fhould ftate the ground on which I make

. 'this obfervation..

"+ " Such has been the manner in which the queftion has been
hitherto argued by both parties; the one fide frems to me to
have gone fo much, intothe extreme, as well as the other, that
I (not judging exactyas ei her of them do) muft confider how
I am to fhape my conduét. .

One fet of Gentlemen, the Honourable Mover and .his
fupporters, have fpoken without referve, not only fot the
Abolition of the Slave Trade, but for an immediate and abrupt
Abolition 3 thcfe on the other fide have unequivocally argued
for the continnation of the African Slave T'rade; as eflentially

. neceflary to the Weft Indiarr flands ; they have fet no limits
to the continuation of that trade : but laid it down as a pro-
pofition, that in order to maintain our commerce with the

' Wt Indies, the importation of new Slaves from Africa muft

be continued Jor ever. Thefe are the two extremes into
' NAXNN
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which the two parties have put themfelves. Now, Sir, T agree
with my Honourable Friend, as to the material parts of his ar-
gument. I am of opinion with him, that the African trade is
not founded in policy ; Iam of opinion with him, that the con-
“tinuation of it is not eflential to the prefervation and continu-
" ance of our trade with the W. India Iflands ; 1 am of opinioa
that there is no mortality in that quarter that is incurable,
“and that the humanrace may not only be maintained, but in-
creafed in the Weft India Iflands. Inall thefe great leading
"queftions I concur with my Honourable Friend. It may
“then be dfked, Do you not agree then, to the Abolition of ths
.Trade? I anfwer, that neither do | differ in this opinion.
But the point of difference between us is this ; I cannot help
doubting as to the prudence or pratticability of the mode of
abolithing it, propofed by my Honourable Friend. If ever
there was a heart purer than any other—if ever there was a
“man that a&ted upon the pureft motives that ever can acuate
human nature, I believe 1 may juftly fay that my Honourable
“Friend is that man; but ftill, with refpeét to the profecution of
his objeét, and the manner which prudence would fuggeft with
a view to the pra&icability of it, he muft excufe my ftating
. " that there is a thade of diffcrence between us, When he
talks of dire& "Abolition, I would fubmit to him whether he
-does not run counter to the prejudices and habits of life of
thofe .men who are moft deeply interefted in the queftion: I
fay-prejudices of men interefted in the trade, it is true; but
furely, Sir, ifit is poffible to effeét thé fame obje&t without
raifing any extraordinary apprehenfions on their part with
refpet to their great anlc'iyimportant interefts, it is more pru-
~dent to tuke that mode, and fo to form the propofitios, as to
relieve their minds from the apprehenfion of injury. But
farther, is my Honourable Friend perfeitly fure, that in his
zeal for one great object, he does not run-counter to ano-
" ther equally important, I mean the facred attention Parlia-
.ment has ever thewn to the private interefts and patrimonial
rights of individuals. .

I believe, in cafes where men have embarked themfelves
in'employments, which have been afterwards confidered to be
abufes, and which have been even of an unlicenfed nature, it has
ever been the cuftom of Parliament, int the corre®ion of tacte

abufes, to treat the perfons wi and compation.
y perfons with tendernefs Q\ agiene
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. Whatever idea men may now have of the African Trade,
certain it is, that thofé who have embarked their capitals in
the cultivation of the Weft India Ilands, and lent their money
upon Weft India property, have done it not only under the
fan&ion, but the folemn invitation of Parliament.” Undoubt-
edly Parliament may think it right to depart from any prin-
ciple it has adopted again and again, as it-appears upon your
Statute Books to bave often done ; it may be wifdom to do
it; but fure I .am,- it is your duty to recolle&, in carrying
your plans into execution, under what circumitances the pro-
perty has been embarked, and whether you have invited the
men to inveft their money in thofe Iflands.

I mean not to uric an argument which has been reprobated
again and again in the courfe of this debate, that if we give up
this trade, other nations will not give it up ; our duty, I admit,
does not depend upon the conduct of others, But there is another
view in which I may make an obfervation on this fubje&. In
cafe other nations take up the trade, may they not defeat .the
objeé of my honourable Friend? May not Britith fubjeéts in
the Weft Indies be fupplied by veflels from St. Euftatius or
fome other neutral port? What is to prevent an Oftend or
Dutch merchant from carrying Slaves from Africa to the W.
India Iflands? Gentlemen may make light of this argument,
if they pleafe ; -but I fhall be glad to hear an anfwer to it. I
ftate it in this view, and on this ground only. ,

It is my opinion, there.is 2 poflibility of avoiding thefe ob-
je€tions, and at the fame time of not running directly contrary
to the prejudices I have mentioned as exifting in the minds of
the Weft India merchants. It is in the thape of regulations
only that we can totally abolifh the African Slave Trade; and
we fhall thus do it not lefs fpeedily, nay, even more fpeedily,
than 1n the manner which has been propofed.

I do notgean to fay, let the trade continue for every, In
my main prin&ple I am united with the Honourable Gentle-
man; but I repeat it, it is in the fhape of regulations tha: I
think you will procure the Abolition in the moft direét
manner.

, .
Mr. Fox. . To what regulations do you refer ?
: ' Mr. Dunbpas.,

(4
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Mri. Dunpas.. Fo what regulations. do I refer? In the
#irft place, to regulations the moft forcible and effigacious, in
order to the increafe and.encouragement of the breéd of na-
tive Negroes in the Weft Indies. -Secondly, every fpecies
of general regulation, with the view of putting an end to here-
ditary flavery,.and relieving the condition of the flaves. 1
allude alfo to regulations for the education cf children, for in.
forming’ their minds, and rearing .them in the principles of
religion and morality; a point that muft greatly facilitate
the total annihilation of the flavery of thefe children. " With-
out fuch regulations as thefe, the Abolition of the African
Trade would fail, in :my opinion, of procuring the effe&ts
expefted from it. . S .

To thofe who contend that the cultivation of the Iflands
cannot be continued without a continuance of the ‘Slave
Trade, [ beg leave to fay—Reflcét.on the gradual/ means 1
propofe.  Their obje&t is gradually and experimentally ‘to
prove the practicability of the Abolition of the Afsican Trade,

. and to provide the means of cultivation, to.increafe the po-’
. pulation, and to prove that all the alarms are ill founded:
‘As to-the arguments of my Honourable Friend, and the
Gentlemen oppolfite, great as their talents. are, they are only
founded on theory. Let them prove their theory with all
the force of reafoning, and let their fpeculations, be éver fo
fplendid, it is ftill theory- and fpeculation only; whereas, by
the other method, you prove your point as” you go on, ard
you reft the meafure, not upon theory, but on experience.

In- mentioning the abolition* of hereditary flavery in the
iflands, I.do not mean.that the {on of an African flave fhould -
get his freedom by the death of. the parent: but. that being
born free, he fhould be educated at th= expence .of the perfon
importing his parents, and when arrived at fuch a degree of

- ftrength as may qualify him to labour, he fhg ork for
five or ten years, or whatever period it may b& for the pay-
ment of the expznce of education and maintenance. It is
impoffible to emancipate .the prefent Slaves at’ once; nor
would their immediate emancipation be of any immediate
benefit to themfelves ; but this obfervation does not apply to
any of their defcendants, if trained. and educated in the man-
ner I have fuggeftsd. , :

I differ—I hefitate much on.the propofition ot m“l“ﬂ;

- Jourable Friend. My opinion has been always "-%“‘&g\\i‘
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:Slave Trade. I will not, therefore, vote againft his Motion,
-however I may think proper ‘to qualify it; but that will be
matter for future confideration. If I give my aflent to the
Motion, it is an affent that leads to nothing but a general
propofition, the mode of carrying which into effeét may be
“fettled hereafter. I do not adopt any one extreme in this
queftion. - :

Permit me now to afk the indulgence of the Houfe while I
‘addrefs myfelf to thofe who have maintained the other extreme,
that it is abfolutely neceffary for the cultivation of the Weft
India Iflands to maintain an importation of African Slaves as

.ufual. I entreat and folemnly conjure them to give a ferious
confideration to that point. I apprehend they cannot think 1
aflume too much when I fay, that if both Slavery and the
Slave Trade can be abolithed with fafety to their property, it
deeply concerns their intereft that the cultivation of their
Iflands fhould be by Freemen rather than by Slaves.

This general propofition, I take it for granted, nobod
will controvert. I need not illuftrate the propofition ; loo
to the whole of the evidence before you on the ftate of thofe
very Slaves. 'That they are ill ufed, I do not mean to lay to
the charge of the Weft India Planters ; I dare fay fome, who
are not poflefled of that general humanity which the reft of
mankind have, may treat the Slaves ill. The Honourable
Member who fpoké to-night informs us, that the Planters are
in general difpofed to pay much regard to their Slaves, and
this from confcience, as well as from a principle of intereft.
I believe many refpe@able Owners in the Weft Indies take
great care of their Negroes. But will not the fame principle
teach them how unfeeming the cultivation by Slaves is, if it
is poflible to be effeted by Freemen ! And permit me to
fay, there would, in my opinion, be fome inconfiftency in the
condu@® & Parliament, if they fhould take meafures for the
Abolition of the Trade, without at the fame time taking this
under confideration alfo. Far be it from me—God forbid -
that [ thould limit the philanthropy of my Horiourable Friends,
or that I fhould entertain the fmalleft with to infult the de-
graded fhores of Africa, It is fomething anomalous that we, °
who are ourfelves free, thould carry on a Slave Trade with
Africa ; and it is fomething anomalous alfo that we, who
enjoy the full benefits of freedom, thould never think of in-

o - .. troducing,
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troducing cultivation in the Weft Indies by Freetnen, and
not by Slaves. : '
I will here appeal to thofe Gentlemen who know it offi-
cially ; I appeal to all* the Weft indians themfelves, for the
“truth’of what I am going to ftate ; I appeal alfo to the Authior
‘of the Hiftory of Jamaica, I mean Mr. Loitg, and I atk whe-
ther there is any man who ‘does not agree in the plain account
" -given by that hiftorian, that the great danger in the Weft
Indies arifes in reality from the iniportation of the African Slaves
into the Iflands 2 Mr. Long has mentioned itas a fa& ; and
“he wrote long before this queftion tvas in agitation, and nog
‘with any particular defire to'abolith the African trade. He
_‘diftinctly ftates, aftcr referring his réaders to the Hiftory of
“all the Weft India Iflands, that all the infurreGions arofe from
“the imported Africans, and not from the Negrozs born in
-the Iflands.  If this is true, permit me to remind the Welt
‘Indians, how dire&tly this obfervation bears upon the prefent
quefltion. But when we are alfo told by that author, that it
“is a trade deftruétive to the inhaljitarits of Africa, and that'1t
'gives rife to robbery, murder, add all kinds of abufes afd
“depredations on the coaft of Africa—has this alfo. had any an-
“fwer ! No—except indeed that it.is faid, in defence of the
trade, that thofe ‘Slaves who are imported by us arc all men
" condemned for crimes, 2nd in confequeace of the legal fen-
tence of the law. Then I afk the fame Gentlemen again,
Are not the imported Africans, as Mr. Long alfo ftates, all
the convicls, all the rogues, thic¢ves, and vagabonds of Africa?
and then I beg further to afk, whether tie Weil Indians chufe
" to depend on frath fupplies of them for the cultivation of their
lands, and the fecurity of their Iflands, when it is alfo found
* that every infurrectiorr has arifen from thofe very perfons ? It
“'is plain the fafety of the Weft India Hlands is concerncd in
“this queftion. ‘T'here will be danger of frefh {truggles fo long
‘as an Abolition of this trade is refufed. .The Weft India
" Gent'emen are by thefe importations bringing upon the I{luids
_ the engines of their own deftrultion. :
I now call upon them to give a ferious confideration to the
- -queftion, to confidér whether they will not a&t more judici-
“oufly, dand for their'own intereft, if they ‘Wil concur in the
* opinton of putting an cnd ¢o'tliis trade, inftead of ftandingup |
“for the fyltem of perpetual importations. .
: - Ga AN
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What right, Sir, have they to.fuppofe that the coaft of ,
Africa is for ever to remain in its prefent ftate of barbarity?
If once a Prince of an enlightened charaéer fhould rife up in

‘that hemifphere, his firft aét would be to make the means of

carrying off all Slaves from thence impraéticable. Is'it then
for the fake of fuch a precarious and temporary advantage
that the prefent fyftem is to be continued ?

What reafon have they to fuppofe the light of Heaven will -
never defcend upon that continent? From that moment
there muft be an end of the prefent African trade. The firft
fyftem of improvement, the firft idea of happinefs that will
arife in that continent, will bring with it the downfall of the
African Slave Trade, and this in a more effe&ual, and in a
more fudden and mifchievous way, than if done by any regu-
lations of this country. Let this fuggeft to them, that it is-
their own intereft to contrive a mode of fupplying labour
without trufting to the importation of Slaves from Africa.
They may reft aflured the trade will not continue. I do-not
allude to the Petitions in one way or the other. Perhaps the *
queftion does not acquire much additional force from them.
Many of thefe may have been produced by anxious folicita-

" tions, and emiffaries fent about; and many of thofe who

figned them have not perhaps been very much verfed in the
nature of the queftion. They are defirous of obtaining the
Abolition ; but have not refleted whether the trade fhould
be abolifhed gradually or immediately. It.is not upon the
Petjtions that% am defirous of founding ary obfervations, but
I with to make this obfervation, that the idea of the impolicy
of the African Slave Trade has long been entertained by the
moft enlightened underftandings of this country, as well as
the idea that it is not founded in juftice. It is the fentiment
of a great body of people that it is not politic, and ought not -
to exift. It has made a deep impreflion on the minds of en-
lightened men in this country, that this trade is pbnoxious to
a thoufand perils and dangers. If that is the eafe, is it a pru-
dént thing for them to reft on-that trade for the farther iza-
provement and cultivation of their property ? I really fpeak
with a view to their own intereft. I have fo often feen ima-
ginary apprehenfions entertained on fuch fubjets, that I am
fatisfied in a few years we fhall fee this queftion at reft, and
- that
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that the Weft India Proprietors themfelves will become of
my opitiion. ,

There was a fpecies of {flavery prevailing only a few years
ago in fome boroughs in Scotland. Every child that carried
a coal from the pit, was the bound flave of that borough, and
their emancipation was thought by Parliament to be material,
and was very much agitated in the Houfe. It was urged,
that let every man’s genius be what it might, yet that thofe pits
in which (the work from its nature was carried on under ground)

' were quite ap excepted cafe, and that Without the admiffion -
of Slavery in this particular inftance, the collieries could not
be worked ; that the price of coals would be raifed to a moft
immoderate height, and all the neighbouring manufa&ories
which depended on them would effentially fuffer in their in-

© terefts. After feveral years ftruggle, the Bill, however, was
carried through both Houfes of Parliament. I am old enough'
to remember the difpute ; within a year after, the whole idea
of the collieries being in the leaft hurt by the Abolition of
this fort of Slavery, vanithed in fmoke, and there was an end
of the bufinefs,

‘An -Honourable Gentletan has alfo told you, which is
another argument to the fame point, that the regulation of

‘the Middle Paflage has had a falutary effe&. Now, Sir, the
prefent alarms are not more lively than thofe which were ex-
prefled when that Bill took place. The ruin of the Liverpool
and Briftol trade was foretold: Yet now one of the Reprefenta-
tives comes forward and plainly tells you, ¢ Our alarms were
ill-founded, our apprehenfions were without ground, we .
found fault with all your regulations, we afcribed every mif-
chief to them, .whereas we find by experience they have been
attended with every benefit,” Am I then afking too much
when I afk for a candid confideration of the real grounds of
the prefent apprehenfion? Perhaps the Weft Indians may

. find that the beft thing they can do, is to clofe in with my pro-

- pofition ; and that they will not aét moft wifely and prudently -
far themfelves, in maintaining the continuance of the trade
with Africa, as at all times neceffary for the prefervation, im-
provement, and cultivation of the Weft India lflands.

"I am far from flattering myfelf that any thing 1 have faid
can at once totally eradicate prejudices that are deeply rooted, *

.and bring over men to a fet of altogether new deas 5 owx
' G 3 e
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I mean to propofe a moderate and middle way of proceeding.
1f thereforc there is any great body in this Houfe, any refpect-
able number of perfons who are of cpinion with me, that this
trade muft be ultimately abolithed, but by msderate meafures,
which fhall not invade th2 property of individuals, nor fhock
too fuddenly the prejudices of our Weft India Iflands ;. 1 fay,
if there is any greatbody of men of this opinion, I with them
to connect themfelves together, and I will venture to fay,
that Gentlemen of that msierate or middle way of thinkingz,
may now reduce the queftion to its proper bounds, and main-
tain the principle of aboiifh nr the Slave Trade in confiftency
with th=iv other principles. 1 offer thefe few obfervations to
ti.eir confideration.

" The Right Honourable HENzY AopbpingTox, Speaker. .
Sir, profefiing myf:Ifas [ do to be one of thofe moderate’ men
alluded to by the Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, and.
beinr of that moderate way of thinking, which he approves ;
T caunot forbear giving way to the impreflion made upon me, -
by his forcible manner of ftating’ the argument. :

In my mind no queftion ever came before this Houlfe,
which deferved a more complete or ferious inveftigation.
Dreenly confidering the great importance of its obje&t, I feel,

-and I have long felt, fuch a mode of treating it, as he has

procceded upon, to be very defirable, becaufe I have believed,

_that it would facilitate the attainment of that great end, which

-

Iam fure every one would wifh to be attained with' as little
injury as poflible to private property.  The fear of doing a
fundamental injury to that extenfive property has hitherto
prevented me from giving an opinion againft a' fyftem, the
continuance of which, ‘however, I couid not prevail- on,

myfelf to permit or countenance.. ' '
-The.Slave T'rade I abhir; but in the way the Abolitiorr
of it was propofed by my Honourable Friend, in the laft.
yeary I could not bring myfelf to adopt it, becaufe I'was
perfuaded, that the fpecific meafure he offered to the Houfe,
would prove ineffetual to the accomplithment of its purpofe. -
Nor, Sir, would 1 bave it imagined, that I have taken up
my averfion to this infamous fyftém, merely from the infpec-
. tian -
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tion of thofe volumes of evidence on your table. No, Sir,
it was upon thofe general and folid principles fo forcibly,
ftated by the Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft. .
I remember, on its being once imputed to a noble and
learned Lord, who has now been for fome years retired from
the Bench, when at an early period of his life he was em-
ployed againft the Rebel Lords, thadt he had not ufed againft
them language fufficiently ftrong in proportion to their crime;. -
he well anfwered, that he pitied the loyalty of that man, who.
imagined that any epithet could aggravate the crime of treafon.
And, Sir, I take leave to fay, that I know no language
which can add to the horrors of the Slave Trade. It is equal
to every purpofe of crimination to affert, that thereby man is
made [ubjelt to the defpotifin of man 3 that man -is to be bought
and Jold. 1 have felt; however, upon every occafion when
this fubject has been difcufled, that I had a vaft difficulty be-
fore me : on the one hand, it is impoflible not to condemn
the trade, and to recognize the claims of juftice due to a
whole continent on that fide, and to that infinite multitudée
of perfons whom it renders miferable ; but, on the other
hand, there are alfo gppofing claims of juftice on the part of the
- Weft Indians. There is'a defcription of perfons on. that
" fide, wrho, -in like manner, have a ftrong claim that juftice in
their cafe thould be attended to. N
~ Many Gentlemen have adverted to the effets of abolithing
the trade in part only, this being the whole confequence of its
dereliction by this country. I own I fhould be difpofed tq
confider this point very much as it has been confidered by my
Right Honourable Friend. The queftion is not fo much,
whether it would be carried on' by this or that foreign coun-
try, but whether if we fhould attempt immediately to abolith
ity the trade might not in fa&t continue under circumftances
. ftill more oﬂ’enﬁve than the prefent. And, Sir, if we {hould
be able to ftop it altogether, fo that if no importation whatever
thould take place, it has always appeared to me, that under
the prefent circumftances of the Weft India Iflands, an utter
impoflibility muft prefent itfelf of maintaining the prefent
ftock : the number now in the iflands not being fufficient for
that purpofe, ) :
After the very able manner in which the whole of this
extenfive queftion has been argued to-night, I will not tread
T G 4 v ' o=
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over the ground again ; but it will be neceflary for me to ob-
ferve on fome particular parts. It was forcibly argued, by
my Honourable Friend who opened the Debate, that notwith-
ftanding the difproportion of fexes which there appears to be,
the fupply of the Negroes in future, if the importations are
ftepped, muft be continually ificreafing, and that in a Very
few years all the difficulties will be entirely furmounited - I
think that what he faid, if conclufive with refpet to Jamaica,
did not apply to the circumftantes of the other iflands. Nor,
Sir, dces it appear to me, that the circumftance’ ftated by
my Honourzble Friend is to be depended upon for furnithing
fo certain and effeftual an increale of population, as a plan
for previding the iflands with a fufficient additional number
of females. ' ‘

There is now a total difregard among the Negroes to all
religion and morality ; and a mode of proceeding is therefore
extremely neceffary, which may tend to correét their morals
by rezulating their domeftic life: and this, Sir, in time,
would infallibly decreafe the anxiety and fears of thofe under
whofe prote@ion they are, and unite all more clofely as
members of the fame fosiety. But, circumftanced as they
now are, the Planters cannot rely upon them ; and therefore
fome farther importation appears to me neceflary, not only
for their future tupply, but alfo for their fafety and comfort.

I own that, having ferioufly in my own mind revolved thefe
confiderations, I almoft defpaired of finding any Gentleman
of fufficient weight in this Houfe, having allo the authorit
of an official fituation, who would take upon himfelf the t
of digefting and bringing forward a plan equal to the accom-
plithment of the great end propofed, which is the combina-
tion of true and rational humanity, with that fubftantial juftice
which is due to all the parties concerned. :

The mode fuggefted by the Right Honourable Gentleman
appears to me incapable of being altered to any confiderable
advantage, except indeed that my mind does not yet go to
+ the point of granting liberty to the children born on the iflands:
- and I fhould imagine that the trade might be permitted to
exift for a few years longer, poffibly eight,-ten, ‘or twelve,
under fuch arrangements as thould fatisfy the minds even of
thofe who contend for an immediate Abolition, by framing
fuch regulations as fhould introduce “a kind bf management

among
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among the Negroes in the Weft Indies, favourable to their
“interefts and fecurity, and of courfe to their fature happin:fs.

One {pecies of regulation which I ‘fhould propofe will -
operate as a fountain of perpetual increafe to their numbers ;
I mean a greater encouragement to the importation of fe~
males than males, by means of a bounty on the former or by
fubjeclting the latter to a heavier duty, which would act as a
fpecies of bounty till the natural equality of numbers fhall be
found to be reftored. ‘ :

As another mode . of increafing population, Jfomething
might be done in the way of giving land or money to thofe
who fhould raife a certain number of children, and premiums
to thofe who fhould find means of alleviating negro labour by
machines for hufbandry, or the fubftitution of cattle.

I never remember to have heard any fcheme propofed
before, analagous to this, which my Honourable Friend has
now brought forward : and as, notwithftanding the intimate
and unreferved communication which I have the pleafure to
enjoy with him, it has never happened that this fubject has
béen a topick of converfation between us ; T muft therefore

" be ignorant of the extent of his ideas relating to it : yet [ am
perfuaded he would not have offered his obfervations to the
Houfe without intending very fpeedily to fubmit to confidera-
tion fome fpecific meafure of fubftantial reform, and ultimate
abolition, grounded on the plan which he has mentioned ;
in which I fhould concur as thinking it likely to be attended
with great advantages. At the fame time I cannot but
recolle€t on what ground this queftion has been argued by my
Honourable Friend who moved it. I certainly have invari-
ably withed the accomplithment of the fame object with him,
though I cannot but hope that his mode will not be adopted :

I mean that of an immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade, as
it is called ; though it certainly does not deferve that name.
It is not a trade, and ought not to be continued. Iam fatis- .
fied that in a very fhort period of years it will ceafe'to be the
reproach of this nation, and the tormext of Africa. Wife
and well digefted regulations, by which it would very foon be
utterly deftroyed, would not only be prodyétive of great
benefit to this country, but would -indifputably be peculiarly
a blefling to the Weit India Iflinds. And I am confident
that they are as anxious as we can be to abtain his oo
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provided it.can be obtained without any material injury ta
their eflential interefts. ,

I have now, Sir, very little more, with which to trouble
the Houfe. Had it not been, indeed, for the circumftance of
my Honourable Friend, who fpoke laft, bringing forward a
propofition fo perfetly coinciding with my own fentiments,
and which ftruck fo forcibly on my mind, I thould not, perhaps,
have thought it neceffary to have delivered my opinion in
this debate.

As to my other Honourable Friend who introduced this
bufinefs; P hope he will not regard any obfervations I have,
made, or what 1 am about to fay, as meant perfonally to him-
felf. But as he has fully explained his intention to be imme-
diate abolition, though his motion does not abfolutely ex-
prefs it, I cannot but think that it would have been dealing
more fairly with the Committee to have inferted that idea in
explicit terms. Being aware of his intention I cannot allow
myfelf to fupport his motion : but I confole myfelf with the
hope, that a meafure will very fpeedily be brought forward
which I fhall be able moft cordially to fupport and approve.

The Right Honourzble WiLLiaM WINDHAM rofe, but
fat down again, perceiving Mr. Fox had alfo rifen.

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHARLES JAMES FOX.—
Although, Sir, what has been lately faid by onc Right Ha-
nourable Gentleman, muft carry with it more weight than
any thing I can offer on this fubje®, I do confefs that while
I was attending to him, I felt infinite uneafinefs inftead of any
* fatisfallion : and I cannot help rifing to exprefs, that [ have
never heard a2 more fevere or more efficacious refiftance made
"to the Honourable Gentleman’s motion. I do not mean to
infinuate that the Gentlemen who fo fpoke were not ferious—
but fomething fo much more mifchievous has been faid, and
fomething fo much more like a foundation has been laid for
preferving, not only for years to come, but for aught I
know, for ever, that deteftable traffic, that I cannot
excufe myfelf from ftacng with the utmoft plainnefs, the
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grounds upon which I aé in this moft important concern.
I'muft with all the zecal and force of which I am mafter, de-
precate all fuch deceptions and delufions upon the country. -
They may not be intentionally fo: but I muft call every
\ thing deception and delufion, which may prevent the Com- "
pu‘tee from f{ceing the bufinefs in its true light—From feeing
what alone is and muft be the queftion,—/hether this exe-
crakle Slave Trade, is fit to be continned, or muft be abolifhed ?.

‘The Honourable Gentlemen, call themfelves moderate men;
but upon this fubjed, I confefs, I neither feel, nor defire to
feel, any thing like the fentiment of moderation —Sir, to talk
of moderation, upon this matter, reminds me of a paffage in
Middleton’s Life of Cicero — there is ane part defettive,’
namely, the tranflation, but it is cqually applicable to my pre-
fent purpofe ; he fays, ¢¢ To enter a man’s houfe and kill
him, his wife, and family, in the night, is certainly a moft
heinous crime, and deferving of death. But to-break open his
houfe, to murder him, his wife, and all his children, in the night,
may ftill be very right, provided it is done with moderation.”

This is abfurd, [ think, it will be faid; and yet Sir, it is not
fo abfurd as to fay the Slave Trade may be carried on with
moderation ; for if you cannot break into a fingle houfe, if you
cannot rob and murder a fingle man, with moderation; with
what moderation can you break up a whole country? can you
pillagé and deftroy a whole nation? Which, if it had fenfe and
fpiritto refift a publick injury, you could not—jyou would' not
dare, to do. Indeed—indeed Sir, in an affair of this nature, I do
not profefs moderation ! Sir, 1 never could think of this aboli-
tion, but as a queftion of fimple juftice. Itis only, Whether we
fhould authorize by law, refpeiting Africa, the commiffion
of crimes, for which, in this country, we fhould incur the -
fevereft penalties of the law; and even forfeit our lives in the
ﬁy; ignominjous form. Notwithftanding which, the two

onourable Gentlemen think it a queftion to be treated with
moderation, pleading that moderation in arranging this.rob-
bety and murder, may be very proper and ulfeful.

Bad as every propofition of this kind is, I fhould ftill
have liked the prefent one better, if it had gone to any thing
fpecifick—The laft Right Honourable Gentleman, fays the
Stave Trade is a_queftion, ¢ he cannot contemplate without
horror;” and yet he will not give a vote for its immediate
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Ceftruction. The other Gentleman f{ays, < H= will not vote

for its continuance ;” but he is not entirely againft it. Where

« s the proof they will ever vote for the aboiition of ic? May
they not fay the fame thing, whensver ycu come to declare
the time when that event is to take place? If they have any
arguments to produce for it, provided any arguments can ba
urged in favour of murder and robbery, ict them bz brought
farward ; let them fhew that that is law which exifts in fatt in
the breach of every law ; and let them then explain to us how
fuch enormities can by any manceuvres be rendered fit and
proper for the Houfe to continue, for a few years, or even for
a few days longer.

I will fuppoie, if you pleafe, that the Weft India Iilands
are likcly to want Slaves, on account of the difproportion of
the fexes. How is this to be cured? A Right Honourable
Gentleman propofes a bounty on an importaiion of females—

- or in other words, he propafcs to make up this deficiency, by
offering a premium to any crew of unprincipled and favage
ruffians, who will attack and carry off any of the females of
Africal—a beunty from the Parliament of Brstain that fhall
make the fortune of any man, or fet of men, who fhall kidnap
or fteal any unfortunate females from that continent ! who fhall
bring them over as flaves, in order that they may be ufed for
breeding flaves '—who fhall kiil their hufbands, fathers, or re«
lations, or fhali inftizate any others to kill them, in order that
thefe females may be procured '—I fhould like to fee the Right
Honourable Gentleman &ring ap fuch a claufe—I fhould like
to fee how his claufe would be worded—I could like to know
who would be the man who would dare to pen fuch a claufe.

.1, Sir, for my part, complain throughout of the whole fvftem
on which this trade is founded; and 1 wifh to expofe the
conduc of thofe who take credit to themfelves by treating this
fubject as a moderate bufinefs. One Honourable Gentleman,
the only perfon, I think, who has a&ted with fairnefs on that
fide of the queftion, declares that he refifts us in our whole
attempt, and fays, the trade ought to go on for ever, and
ought not to be abolithgd. In-truth, Sir, I think that all thofe
members who have fpoken the moft direétly againft the abo,
lition, have made as much concelion to us, in fubitance,
though not perhaps in words, as thefe Honourable Gentle-
men, who are for Gradual Abolition. I
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If ‘we are, to. be fatisfied with affertions, we ought to re -
member, that on laft year’s defeat, it was held out that fome
meafure would be fpeedily fubmitted to the confideration of
the Houfe—a whole twelvemanth, however,. has pafled, and
no ftep has been taken. Gentlemen now come and declare,
they are for abolithing the Slave I'rads gradual—>ut I -
much fear, 'if it had not been for our renewal of the quetftion,
all thofe gradual meafures, would not even have been named,
and the Slave T'rade would have been now quite undifturbed. -
For though fo many Gentlemen feem to fay, that adequate
means ought to be uled tg bring about fo defirable an end,
they really hold out no means to this Hou'e, for carrying this
end into execution. And when fo large a part of this feflion
has paffed without our having heard of any intention of pro-
pofing thofe plans of moderation, what can T fay? What
opinion can I en:ertain, but that thofe ideas of regulation
are only fit for the purpofe of totally defeating the propofi-
tion of my Honourable Friend. S

One Honourable Gentleman declares it to be his intentina
gradually to abolith the Slave Trade, by meliorating the ftate
of the negroes in the Iflands, and thereby rendering it unnz-
ceflary.  But the Honourable mover of the bufinsfs, fays,
with far more wiflom and pra&icability, * I will gradually
produce the Abolition of Slavery, by immediately abolithing
the Slave Tradi— nd I will never ceale from profecuting my
plan till the object thall be accomplithed.””—What fays the
other Hongurabl: Geatleman? Does it appear probable, from
the zeal and fervency he has hitherto thewn, that he will pro-
fecute this fchems of Welt Iadia reformation till there thali
be ultinately an Abolition of the Slave Trade? He fays, .1
will not adopt this meafure, becaufe it feers an invalion upon
property.” Eut furely we may prohibit bur iubjects from com-
mitting crimes, without our being thereby chargeable with
taking away the prop.rty of the Weft Indians: which laft
indecd is. not eur plan, but that of the Right Honourable
Gentleman himfelf, who is not contented with taking the
property, or rather the perfons, of the Africans; but al{o pro-
pofes to take from the Weit Indians the flaves which are al-
-reagly theirs 3 and all this to thew his tendernefs for property!

is propofed mode too, by which this abolition of flavery
there is to be accomplithed; 1s not a little cuiious.  Firit of
- : Ny
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all, the ¢hildren are to be born hﬁ-ze; then to be educated
at the expence of thofe to whom the father "belongs.—
The race of future freemen, he fays, thall not be without
education, like the prefent miferable flaves. But then it oc-
curred to the Right Honourable Gentleman, that they could
not be educated for nothing: in order, thercfore, to repay
this expence, fays he, when educatcd, they thall be flaves for
ten or fifteen years; and fo we will get over that difficulty.
" They are to have the education of a fregman, in order to
qualify them for being free: and after they have been fo edu-
cated, then they fhall go and be flaves.—But as this free edu-
cation may poffibly unfit them for fubmitting to flavery;
fo after they have been compelled to bow under the yoke
of fervitude for this term of ten or fifteen years, they may then,
perhaps, be equally unfit to become free, and theiefore may
remain. flaves, for a great number of years longer, or even
for life. - ‘

Now, what can be more vifionary than fuch a mode of
education for the purpofe of emancipation? —If any one
fcheme can be imagined more abfurd than another, I think

it is'the one now propofed. '

The Honourable Gentleman that introduced this motion,
very properly fays, « as this practice, which by a ftrange per-
verfion of words is called the Slave 7rade, ought indifputably
to be confidered as a2 moft enorinous crime, rather than a
commerce ; it is our duty to prohibit and punith the perps-

- tration of it, even though it fhould not be in oar power ef-
fe&ually to annihilate it.”—No, fays the Right Honourable
Gentleman, for though I do not argue, as others have done
that becaufe the French, Spaniards, and Dutch will do it,
that we aie thereby juftified in taking our thare; yst as,our
colonies will get flaves by the means of thefe other nations
if we abandon it, therefore we had better ourfelves afford
them the fupply.

Now Sir, I, on the contrary, have no difficulty in faying,
in the firft place, that if they are to be fupplied, I with it to
be by the French, Spaniards, and Dutch, or any other nation
under Heaven, rather than by ourfelves. But, again, does
he think that we have no external power, no authority to pre-

_-vent the importation of Slaves, ‘when he a/lows us an internal

“authority; an authority with refpect to the education of chil-
: dren,
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dren, the emancipation of Slaves, and the Lord-knows what ?
~=Sir, the Houfe begins to fee that this trade is not confiftent
with juftice, and they feel themfelves unhappy at that fight.
An honourable Gentleman who fpoke early in the debate,
acknowledged that many enormities were prattifed in it and
were to be found in the evidence on your table; but, fays he,
would it be fair to take the charaler of this country, from
the records of the Old Bailey ?—I do not at all wond);r, Sir,
that when ‘this fubje&t was mentioned, the Old Bailey natu-
rally occurred to his recolleCtion: the falts which are dc-
fcribed, are aflociated in all our minds with the ideas of ¢ri,
minal juffice; but the Honourable Gentleman forgot the &f-
fential difference between the two cafes. When we learn from
the Old Bailey Records that crimes have been committed in
this country, we lcarn at*the fame moment that they are*
punifbed with tranfportation and death— when we hear of thefe
crimes committed in the Slave Trade, we find them pailed
over with-fmpunity—nay, we even fee them rewarded, and the
perpetrators going out again under the fame mafters to com-
mit more.

There has been an accufation again{t the Committee which
fat in the Old Jewry, for having diftributed copies of. the
evidence ; I had the honour of being one of that Committee,
though perhaps from other avocations, not a very conftant
atténdant ; my advice was to diftribute them as largély as
_could be done: for I do heartily wifhy that there frould not be a
man in this nation who can rezd, but ffould fee the evidence be-
JSore the Foufe. 1 am fure Sir, it would produce on the coun-
try that effect, which I truft it will ultimately upon the Houfe
of Commons, and enfurean immediate Abolition.

In difparagement of fome of thofe who had given their tef-
timony, itis objeéted to them by one Honourable Gentleman, . *
that they were, many of them, poor people. Why, Sir;if they have
poverty, they may have veracity.—I do not know but thefe two
things may go together. "['he [Honourable Gentleman, however,
tosk fpecial care to inform us, that his veracity was not to be
objefted to, on that {core; aad I belicve it is not, but if his
¢ircumftances had been like theirs, I dare fay he would have
deemed his own evidence, as credible, and as fit to be re-
ceived.—Then he brought agzinft them the evidence of Lord
Rodney, Lord Macartney, Admiral Edwards, Admiral Ax-
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buthnot, &c. &c. &c. whofe charalers as commanders

I revere. But have they faid any thing about the Siave Trade 2

Have they even told you that they have ever jfecz the coaft of .

Africa? Dothey know any thing of the Slave Trade, except
from the fame fource, which every Gentleman in this Houfe
has it in his power to refort to—the Evidence upon our
table ? They have fpoken of nothing but of the ##¢f# Indies.
I am not aware they have had any intelligence from Africa
upori the fubjeft; and I afk would it not then be thought a
thuflling trick of a counfel, if he were to take the teftimony
of thofe men becaufe they are Lords or great people, to the
difparagement of the evidence of poorer perfons ! when the
teftimony of thefe laft is direéily to the point in queftion, and
that of the great Lords is on a fubject aitogether feparate and

diftinét. Befides all that thefe great men have faid, is at befk
negative, and every thing which has been advanced by the

others is pofitive, and remains uncontradicted. :

Asto the mode of procuring Slaves, even the honourable
Gentleman near me (Col. Tarleton) has not ventured to fay
that it has any thing like fairnsfsinit. I think the leaft dif--
reputable way of accotinting for the fupply of Slaves, is to
reprefent them as having been convicted of crimes, by legal au-
thority. Now, Sir, if the number of them proves on inquiry,
to be fuch that it is impofiible to believe they have been all
guilty even of any crime whatever, much lefs of crimes deferving
fo great a punifhment as perpetual Slavery, this pretence finks
into nothing, and the very urzing it, only difgraces thofe wha
can. fatisfy themfelves with defending a practice fo execrable,
on grounds fo futile, and by a fuppoiition fo abfurd. What
does the Houfe think is the whole number of thefe convices

exported annually from Africa {—EIGHTY THOUsAND. But.

I will grant, if you will, that it is Britain alone that takes all
her conviéts, and that the Slaves taken by other nations are
not conviéts, but are carried off by thameful fraud and vi-
alence. Britain alone, I will fuppofe, is fo fcrupulous, as to
receive none that have not legally forfeited theic liberty, leav-
ing all the fraud of the Slave T'rade to other>countries. Bri-
tain, even on this fuppofition, takes off no lzfs than THIRTY
OR FORTY THOUSAND annually of African Conviéls ! Now,
Sir, is it credible—is it poflible for us to parfuade ourfelves,
that even this number can have been legally convi@ed of

QYNDRSy
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trimes, for which they have juftly forfeited their liberty? The
fuppofition is ridiculous. . ,

But even allowing all thefe men to have been condemned to
flavery by due legal procefs, and according to the: ftriCteft
principles of juftice ; furely Sir, in this view, it is rather con-
defcending in this country, and rather new alfo for us, to take on
ourfelves the tafk of tranfporting the convi&ts of other partsof the
world, much more of thofe whom we call barbarous ! Suppofe
now, the court of France or Spain were to intimate a wifh
that we fhould perform this office,for their criminals—I be-
lieve we fhould hardly find terms that could be ftrong enough .
to exprefs our fenfe of the infult—But for 4f¥ica—=for its petty
ftates—-for its loweft and moft miferable criminals, we accept
the office with fatisfaction and eagernefs !

Now, Sir, a word or two as to the fpecific crimes for which
the Africans are fold as criminals—/itcheraft in particular is
one.—Of this' we entertain fo facred a horror, that there being
no objects to be found at home, we make, as if it were, a crufade
to Africa, to thew our indignation at the fin!—As to Adultery,
to be fure, this does not ftand exaltly on the fame ground.

Adulterers are to be met with in this country—but then
this crime is, I fuppofe, fo commsn here, that we know not
whom to fmgle out for punifhment from. among the number.
Determined, however, to fhew our indignation of this crime
alfo, we fend to Africa to punith it. We there prove our an-
. ger at it to be not a little fevere—and, left Adulterers fhould
.. any where in the world efcape punithment, we degrade our-

felves, even in Africa, to be their executioners. ,
Thus, Sir, we fend to, Africa to punith witcheraft, becaufé
there are no witches to be found here; and we fend to the fame
_country to punith Adultery, becaufe the Adulterers here are
too many to incur punifhment.
 Let the Houfe remember too. that what I have here ftated is,
even by their own account, the very beft ftate of the cafe which
the advocates for the Slave Trade have pretended to fet up.
But let us now fee, how far faé?s will bear them out even in
thefe miferable pretexts. ‘In one part of the evidence, we
%ind a well known Black T'rader brings a girl to a Slave fhip-
to be fold—The Captain buys her.—Some perfons come on
board afterwards and find out who fhe is—They learK who S

trade:: is that fold. the poor gir};-m(\'\\\e‘i &0 caeh b\::\;‘\%
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bring him to the fame fhip and fell bim for a- Slave.~—What
fays the Black Trader to the Captain? “ Do you buy me-
_ grand trader?” ¢ Yes fays the Captain, I will buy you or any
one elfe—If they will fell you, I’ll buy you.” Now, Sir,
there is great reafon for dwelling on this ffory; certainly at
‘the firft view, it appears to be an inftance of the moft bare-
faced villainy, and of nothing elfe. But if we examine well
_ into the fubjet, we fhall fee that what happened in this cafe
is, and ever muft be, the common and ordinary condu&, that
refults from the very nature ‘and circumftances .of the trade
itfelf. How could this Captain decide ! What means had he
even of inquiring who was the real owner of this girl ? Whe-
ther the grand trader or not; or who was the owner of the
grand trader? The Captain faid when they fold the trader, the
fame thing which he faid when the trader fold the girl, and
the fame thing too, which he always had faid, and always
muft fay, and which all Slave Captains muft fay—namely—
¢ I cannot know who has 2 right to fell you—it is no affair of
. mine—If they’ll fell you, I’ll buy you—I cannot enter inte
thefe controverfies.—If any man offers me a Slave, my rule
is to buy him, andafk no queftions.” That the trade is. in
fa& carried on in this manner, is indifputable ; and that wars
are made in Africa, folely for the purpofe of fupplying the
European Slave T'rade, is equally fo. Zs there any man that denies
it? I do not beljeve a fingle Gentleman in this committee will now
dare to controvert fo well eftablifbed a c[)'at?; and it is for this reafon,
I fhall not mifpend your time in adducing additional proof.

I will now enter into fome particulars relative to what
happened in the river Camaroon, already ftated to you
by the Honourable Gentleman. This affair came out
. upon an action tried before the Court of Common Pleas,

on the firft of March laft, before Lord Loughborough,
It was brought by one M’Dowal againft Gregfon and é .
for wages due to the Plaintiff. The fa&ts were dire&ly in
iffue, fo that by this ftrange concurrence of events, you have
what you could hardly have expe&ed :—You have a judicial
proof of the whole tranfaltions ; cantaining among others, the
following important circumftances: A Chieftain, of the -
name of Quarmo, who meant to exccute his revenge upon
the Slave Captain for the favage violence which the Captain
had before committed, goes to him, and fays, « I want tq

go
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go up the country to make trade, if you will help the by

giving me fome arms and gunpowder.”” T'he propofal is at once

agreed to. Now, Sir, as the Chief meant t: deceive the

Captain, when he afked for thefe arms and gunpowder, we

may be very fure he would ule juft that fort of art, which -

would be moft /ikely to deceive him—he would not make a’
propofition of any extraordinary kind, that might alarm the
Captain’s fufpicions—the reafon he would pretend would be

the moft ufual, arld common, and natural, he could think of.

His plea, therefore, of borrowing arms to make rrade, (alias:
_war, for trade,) was the »atural plea, and for this reafon it
fucceeded. - It was fo ufual, fo much the every day’s practice,

that the Slave Captain immediately confented as it were-

through babit to the requeft, which he tells you himfelf, he
had often granted befores and through the fuccefs of this
fraud, his deftruction was accomplifhed. In fhort, Sir,

I again and again call on.any man to fhew me, how this
‘trade can be carried on, but by fuch means, that if a man-’
. were to practife the fame in this country, he would juftly be.
punifbed with death. ( 4

But, Sir, we are accufed of enthufiafm. Are we then fana-
tics? are we enthufiafts, becaufe we cry, Do not rob, Abftdin.
from murder ? [ have ever confidered this bufinefs as a moft
unjuft and horrible perfecution of our fellow creatures. But
I gm told I muft be under fome impreffion of enthufiafm. If
by that expreflion be meant zeal and warmth, T freely ac- -
knowledge it ; I glory in it. Enthufiafm, when it arifes out:
of a juft caufe, is that which makes men a¢t in it with energy.
It is that without which nothing great was ever done fince-
the credtion of the world. Enthufiafm of this fort I hope
therefore 1 fhall always poflefs, it is what in this cafe we
pride ourfelves in, we glory in it. And, Sir, this being as:
I have faid, @ caufe of juftice, it is one in which 1 cannot
admit of any compromife ; for there can be no compromife-
between Juftice and Injuftice. . '

- An Honourable MemUer has faid it would have heen fairer
in the Gentleman who moved the queftion, if he had exprefled
in" the terms of it the full extent ‘of his own meaning.
Though the words of the motion do not fay immediate Abo<
lition, he did I think moft clearly and opealy declare Ais in= -

tention was-immediately to abolifh ; and to the motion itfelf
' H a Nese
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there is no fair obje@ion on this ground. He has drawn the

* gnotion, agreeably to the forms of the Houfe, and with per-
fe& good fenfe, in my opinion. He fays, “ When I bring
in my bill, I mean to let it be open to amendment ;”* it is
howevér reafonable for us to expe&t, that the Honourable
Gentleman will himfelf with to have the blanks filled upin
the manner that is moft correfpondent to the feelings of his
own mind upon the fubje&t.

What then is the precife queftion now before the Comi-
thittee for their confideration # The queftion before you, Siry
is only ¢ whether this Houfe is ready now to fay, that the Slave
Trade fhall be abolifhed; and this at any time.”” Some Gentle<
men mdy be for its being abolithed in fix years, fome may
be for its belng abolifhed in twelve; fome in fix months; but
all who are for the Abolition a¢ a//; ought indifputably to vote
for this motion. When we ¢ome into the Committee on this

- bill, any Honoutable Gentleman may then move a fhort
period. [ fay it ought to be abolithed immediately. Others
may think it ought to be two, three, fix, ten, or twenty
Eears !' I pwn I think they might as well propofe a thoufand.

ut by this motion as it now ftands, they will have an op-
portunity of naming what term they pleafe, and they ought
therefore to vote now with us, if they mean to abolifh at all.

But mark-the conduct of the Right Honourable Gentle-
men.~=Notwithftanding they declare themfelves friends to
the Abolition, they will, by the conduét they feem now about
to followy give additional weight and ftrength to that majorit
which deeided agdinft the Abolition laft year. By the courfe
which 1 propofe they would put an end to that majority.
I was in hopes they would have done fomething, though it
thould be ever fo fmall; towards forwarding the objeét : but
thefe hopes entirely fail me.

I have been both forry and afhamed to hear a Right Ho-
nourable Member of fo much weight and authority as the .
Gentleman I allude to, profefs to us, that, « he had never
yet delivered any opinion on fo important a fubje& as this is.”
Surely; Sir, when the chair of the Committee was filled by
the Honourable Baronet, who fo properly and worthily now
fills it, and when that Right Honourable Member was thereby
left at liberty to fpeak and vote upon the queftion, the Com-
mittee had fome right to expedt the benefit of his judgme:;

. ‘ and .

.
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and abilities 5 and, I think the Right Honourable Gentleman,
himfelf muft have felt humiliated, at having to go ufelefsly
out of the Houle, or to run behind the Chair, without giving
any opinion or affiftance whatever in the decifion of a queftion
* of fuch magnitude; a queftion alfo in which the plaineft
principles of juftice, and the deareft: rights of humanity are
fo involved. A : ‘
Anather Right Honourable Gentleman has faid, ¢ in a little
time we fhall find that this trade will be abolithed.”” T believe
fo too. The criminality of it is more feen, and this will
* abolifh it. Petitions have been prefented to this Houfe
which cannot be refifted ; and the public (who have been
enlightened by the evidence and the publications of the fociety
in the Old Jewry) have thewn a folicitude and zeal on this
fubje&, which cannot fail of accomplithing their obje&.
Sir, I have been long enough in Parliament to have feen”
petitions on a variety of occafions prefented to.this Houfe,
. and I do not know upon what principle you can fpeak flight-
ingly of them, as one Honourable Gentleman has done, un-
lefs ‘you can bring aGual evidence of improper praQices:
unlefs you can prove for inftance, that fome names have been
forged, or fome fraudulent means ufed to obtain fignatures.
"~ The Honourable Gentleman fays he has two letters to
fhew that to fome of thefe there are falfe names. How does
he know the letters themfelves are not falfe ? How does he
know the fignature to that letter, which purports to be
written by a fchool-boy at Cheftery is not as filtitious as he
Rates the petitions to be ? If he can prove it was not the
etition of thofe whofe names are figned to it, let it be proved.
%ut, Sir, it is perfeétly ridiculous to fuppofe that fuch a
number of petitions from all parts of the kingdom could have
been fabiicated. If they were, why then have we not as
many fabricated for the prefervation of the trade, as for the
abolition ?  So we might,” fays the Honourable Gentleman,
& but the people on our fide of the queftion could not corde-
feend to ufe fuch means.” If any Slave Traders, or Captains
of flave thips, could any where have been found capable of
degrading themfelves fo far as to fign falfe names to petitions,
or to afk others to fign them on falfe reprefentations, we
might in this way of reafoning have had our table equally
heaped with petitioas on their fide of the quefion. Wo, S,
'».’ i E : H3, N ot Q&h
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the reafon why we have none of their petitions, is, that the de-
teCtion would have been eafy ; and it muft be equally eafy if the
petitions are mere forgeries on our fide of the queftion : and if
the Honourable Gentleman really can find, among all the Slave
Captains whom he knows, none who are equal to fuch pratices
as thefe, I give him joy on his conneétions, for he muft be
connefled with very confcientious Guinea Captains indeed !

It has been urged that we have no occafion to adopt
thefe violent meafures in order to put an end to the Slave
Trade, for it will foon come to a natural period by the
gradual civilization- of Africa. Sir, it is impoffible ; as°
Tong as this accurfed trade exifts there can be no civilization ;
fcarcely a ftep towards it; while we continue thus to excite
men to war and every fpecies of villainy, can there be any
civilization in a country, or any thing that can tend to make
jts inhabitants happy ? Here is the very refinement of our
cruelty. We create every kind and degree of immorality ;
we ourfelves render the people favages, and then we fay,
¢ thofe men are fo favage, that it is bettering their condition
£ to tranfport them as flaves to the Weft Indies.”

We have heard the miferable heart-rending tale of thofe
horrid fcenes which have paffed in St. Domingo : doubtlefs
the revolted negroes have there committed devaftations and
murders, of which the very relation makes a man fhudder
with horror. But where did thefe Blacks learn this cruelty ?
Who inftruéled them to be brutal and ferocious ! They have
learnt it, Sir, from civilized Europears, and they have learnt
it in the Weft Indies: they gained their inftru&ion from thofe
who had tyrannized over them, and froin their own mafters ;
the oppreffion practifed on themfelves was in their remem-
brance, and we may aflure ourftlves this has caufed them to
wreak their vengeance with fuch fury. Can any man with
our Iflands tq be in a like fituation ? would you expofe them
to fimilar fityations ! or wauld you take the means of pre-
venting it ? Stop the farther importation of flaves,—do not
add to the number of thofe flaves in particular by whom thefe
outrages have been chiefly committed. Even Mr. Long’s
hiftory of Jamaica points out the probable benefits of fuch a
prohibition. Nor does the good effe® of the meafure of

Abolitjon, even upon our Iflands, end here. Behdeslefen-
#1g moft materially the danger of infurreSions Wke vk o
- - Bt Domingss

a
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3t. Domingo, it will lead to-a melioration of the condition
of the prefent flaves there, by eafy and obvieus means; to
mild and gentle treatment from their mafters, which fo far
from diminithing, will rather increafe their real power and.
authority. When' this happy change of fyftem fhall have
arrived, you will be able to depend on the Creole Blacks for
the defence of their country, as much as on the Whites
themfelves.

But it is faid, ¢ Why are we to be fo very attentive to the
inhabitants of Africa, and yet not enter into the queftion of -
regulating the prefent fyftem of flavery in the Weft Indies.

. Why are we to be fo tender. of the African Blacks, and yet'
have no tendernefs for thofe in our own iflands?”’ Sir, I den
that T afk for any tendernefs to the people of Africa.
only fay, do not rob and murder them to gratify your avarice.
Is this afking for tendernefs ? And as to the flaves in the

 Weft Indies, I do feel every thing for them. 1 do fay, that
the flavery, even of a perfon brought up and bred in it, is
much to be pitied. This, however, is far lefs grievous than
the flavery of an imported African, To be the flave of the
man that brought him up, and in the fame country where. he
was born, is quite a different thing from a man’s being forced
from his own country into {lavery, torn from his friends, de-
prived of that freedom which he has enjoyed till he was’
grown up, and made to work, contrary to all his former ha-.
b]itst;e under the whip of a driver, in a new quarter of the

0 .

g Anxioufly, however, do I defire to alleviate the mifery alfo

of thofe unhappy flaves already in the Weft Indies ; but as te
the mode of doing it, and as to the right we may have to
make regulations on that fubjec, all this is a feparate con-
fideration. But to argue for regulations in the iflands to be -
previoufly made by us, as the beft means of abolition—to argue
for this flow, and doubtful, and circuitous way of abolithing
the trade, when we can do it in a dire& way and inftantly,

. is in other words to fay, ¢ Do not do a thing which you are

quite able and competent to do, till you have by degrees

effeCted another thing, which other thin% you are not com-
petent, and perhaps not able to do at al'”

" Sir,' I now come to that which 1 confider rely 28 Toa

foundation of the whale. bugixell:. The mote L vk ?\‘\‘\‘;‘;&‘
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fubjed, the more I refle® on all the arguments, miferable
as they are ! which our adverfaries bring forward in their
defence ; the more am I convinced that there is one
sround, and only one ground, on which it is poffible for their
Ede of the queftion to ftand. It is an argument which they
did refort to at the’ firft, which they have not ufed to day;
but which really, Sir, if I were to advife them, they fhould
again refort to, and reft their whole cafe upon it. I
mean that there is a difference of [pecies, between black
men and white, which is to be aflumed from -the différence
of colour. Driven as our antagonifts have been from
this ground, and afthamed of it as they now are, they really
have no other. Why, Sir, if we can but eftablith that
blacks are men like ourfelves, is it poflible that we can
have any patience on this fubject? Apply the fame cafe
to France, which is happening every day in Africa; the
difference, in fa&, is only in the colour of the people of the
two countries.

There exifts now in France (or in feveral of its provinces)
a very great degree of animofity ; and there are two contend-
ing parties—I believe indeed the accounts are much exagger-
ated—DBut let us fuppofe now, that at Marfeilles, for inftance,
or fome other port, the Ariftocrates were to fell the Democrates
as faft as they could catch them ; and the Democrates were
to fell the Ariftocrates in like manner, and that we had fhips
hovering on the'coaft, ready to carry them all off as flaves to
Jamaica, or fome other ifland in the Weft Indies. - If we
were to hear of fuch a circumftance, would it not ftrike us.
with horror ? What is the reafon ? Becaufe thefe men are of
our own colour. There is no other difference in the two cafes

.. whatever. _

I will quote, on this point, one of the antients, by way of
proving the fame thing—no lefs a genius than Ariftotle—He,
wifhing to eftablifh fome ground of defence for flavery, fays,
¢ The Barbarians are éf a different race from us, and were
born to be flaves to the Greeks,”> Now, Sir, if any better rea-
fon could be found out in juftification of flavery, I'fhould think
that moft fertile genius would have been the firft to difcover it.
He faw domeftic tyranny exercifed in an extreme degree, and
this in flates where political tyranny was not fuftered—He

atked himfelf the reafon, and after he had fearched s won-
Qe
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derful ‘invention (finding flavery to be the prafice of his
country, and not withing to condemn it) he cculd refort to
no other argument than that of faying, ¢ the Barbarians are
inferior to the Greeks by nature ;’ becaufe, forfooth, the
Grreeks had had ftrehgth to conquer them. Itis true, many:
of thefe Barbarians were of the fame colour with the Greeks 3
ftill, however, it was neceffary to cftablith'a diffinction in the’
nature of the different men, in order to affign any real reafon
for permitting the difference in their treatmers. ‘
.As to fetting up any diftin€tion of nature between people
- of our own colour ; it is what no man now will bear to hear
of ; to fay there are any Whites of an inferior fpecies, marked
out by nature to be Slaves to other Whites, is not to be
borne ; it would fill us all with horror to authorize flavery
any where, on this ground, with refpeét to white men: and
is it not quite as un&u&, becaufe fome men are black, to fay
there is a natural diftinétion as to them ; and that black mer,
becaufe they are black, ought to be flaves? Set afide dif-
ference of colour, and is it not the height of arrogance to
allege that becaufe we have ftrong feelings and cultivated
minds, it would be great cruelty to make flaves of us; but
that becaufe they are yet ignorant and uncivilized, it is no -
injury at all to them ! Such a principle once admitted, lays.
_the foundation of a tyranny and injuftice that have no end.
Mention has been made of fome great hardihips- fuffered
on board the tranfports to Botany Bay,-by which a large
portion of the convicts perithed ; and I am afraid indeed the
bufinefs was attended with dreadful circumftances, Thz .
ftory, however, may appear lefs extraordinary to fome of us,
when we know that the tranfportation was undertaken by
Slave Merchants, and condutted by a Slave Captain.
underftand, a part of the mifery is attributed to his having®
ufed flave fetters, inftead of thole ufually worn by conviéts,
"That any mere felons fhould have been conveyed to tae place
of their banihment under circumftances of equal cruelty with
Sflaves from Africa, is certainly, Sir, a difzrace to this coun-"
try, and it ought to conftitute a charge agzainft thofe perfons -
concerned in fo fcandalous a bufinefs ; and I hope and undec-
ftand it will be fo confidered by Government.
I remember to have once heard, or read, \ong btore e

. Y v R =X
prefent lque{uons were agitatedy a we\_\ kaown & ‘3‘\“\“
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African who was of the firft rank in his own country and 2
man of letters. He was taken in one of thofe plundering
wars, which the Slave Trade gives occafion to; was carried
to Maryland, and fold as it happened to a remarkably humane
and very excellent mafter. His mafter inquired into the
cafe, found out that he was educated in the Mahometan
religion, that he could read and write Arabic, that he was a
man of rank as well as literature, and all the circumftances
being taken into confideration, he was after a full examina-
tion of falts, redeemed and fent home to Africa,—Now,
Siry if this man with all his advantages, had fallen into the -
hands, I do not fay of a hard hearted, but even an ordinary
mafter, would he not inevitably have worn out his life in the
fame Egyptian bondage, in which thoufands of his fellow
Africans drag on their miferable days? Put fuch cafes as
thefe home to yourfelves, and you will find the Slave Trade
- is a thing not to be juftified, not to be tolerated for 2 mo-
ment, for the fake of any convenience whatfoever.

As to danger from the want of population in the Iflands,
even this pretext has been completely done away by the Right
Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and it is re-

_ markable, that though he was at the pains of going fully into
thofe calculations, infomuch, that I really thought him too
condefcending in that detail, there has not been the leaft at-
tempt to controvert any of his ftatements. Not a fingle
calculation of his has been gone into, by any one of the
Gentlemen who are againft the Abolition of the Trade.—It
is a little hard, I think, that 7 fhould be obliged to be the
perfon to do it, but I really muft complain in this inftance of
a want of refpect to the Right Honourable Gentleman, from
this filence, and this on the part of fome of the Honourable
Gentlemen fitting near ‘him: but the faét I know is, that
not the thadow of an anfwer could be given ; and yet fo it is,
that Gentlemen refufe to be convinced ! ,

. Upon the whole, I fhall give my opinion of this traffick in
a very few words. 1 believe it to be impolitic—I know it .
to be inhuman—TI am certain it is wnjult—I think it /2 inhu-
man, that, if the plantations could not be cultivated without

- 'ity upon the principles of humanity and juftice, they ought -

not to be carried on at all.  Even if the objeéts of it were

bruzc animals, np bumane man could expofe them to be treated .
‘ ' ' with
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with fuch wanton cruelty. If the merchandize were totally
inanimate, no honeff man could fupport a trade founded upon -
fuch principles of injuftice. Upon thefe grounds, there is
every neceffity for putting an immediate end to it.

I think the Honourable Gentleman has made precifely the
moft proper motion in this ftage of, the bufinefs. It confines
the Houfe to nothing, provided they are friends to the Aboli-
tion, cither immediate or future.” He has told you his ideas,
.and thofe who differ from him as to time, may propofe their’s.
Let us refcue Parliament from the degrading fituation in
which they ftand at prefent, of having given their fanction to
this trade. Many Gentlemen feel the burden, and are de-
* firous of being relieved from it, Let us do our duty, and re-

move this opprobrium from- ourfelves ; and if other countries
follow our example, "fo much the better ; if they do not, let
us glory in leaving them behind, let us thew theimn that Great
Britain deferves to ftand as high in the opinion of the world
for her juftice, as I know fhe does already for her wifdom,
_or the fuperiority of her conftitution, and for the excellency of
her laws; which excite the admiration of furrounding coun-
tries.  But, Sir, I can have no doubt, that the example
which we thall fet in abolithing the Slive Trade will have a -
great effet, certainly greater than that of any other country
in Europe. What is the prefent fituation of France with ~
refpe&t to her colonies? It is critical and peculiar. One day
they talk of Liberfy and are inclined to favour the Negroes’;
another day they check themfelves and fufpend their meafures.
1t is the timid wavering condu&t which the National Affembly
was prevailed on to adopt, in preference to bold and refolute
meafures, that has produced all the dreadful mifchiefs at St.
Domingo.

Thele, Sir, are the cruel confequences of moderate mea-
fures. Decifion had been mercy 5 decifion even againft the
prejudice of their Weft India Planters, woul!d have been a
thoufand times better for thofe Pianters, than indecifion and
half meafures. . o

But there are fome perfons who are fond of throwing out,
that our Iflands will not fubmit to the Aboiition of the Slave
‘Trade, that they will fay, ¢« We cannot, we will not fuffer .
it, and we muft feek out fome other conne&ion.” To this,

¥ very freely anfwer, “If you chufe to be prquednd oy wsy
: T A\
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who are beft able to do it, we.will protelt you, and we' think
we can render you more fervice than any other country; but
~ if you are to be connected with us, IT MUST BE ON THE
PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE. If Britain muft involve herfelf
in this dithonourable, this bloody bufinefs, for the fake of the
Iflands ; if thefe arc your terms, let the connection ceafe from
this moment. o ’ '

Perhaps, Sir, there is lefs boldnefs than there appears to be
in ftating this fo ftrongly, for I am well perfuaded, that our
Weft India Iflands too well know the fuperior advantages of

-their prefent connection, to break with us on this ground; Iam
well convinced they will fay to us, « Though you abolifh the
‘Slave T'rade you fhall not drive us away from. you: to you
- we. muft ftill adhere, our habits, our feelings, and what is
more our intereflsy incline us to prefer your connection to that
" of any other country. Though you fhake the Slave T'rade
off from us, you fhall never thake us off from you.” But if
they fhould not fay this, and if the queftion be, whether
Britain fhall retain the Slave Trade and the Weft India Iflands,
or fhall part with them both together; I do not hefitate 2 mo-'
ment in deciding which alternative fhe ought to take; I de-
~ clare at once, ¢« BETTER BE WITHOUT THE IsLANDS THAN
NOT ABOLISH THE SLAVE TRADE.” Let us therefore, this
night, aét the part which will dous honour ; let us vote for bring-
ing in a bill for the abolition. If we fail, which T confefs I have
fome apprehenfion of; I have only to exprefs my gratitude to the
Honourable Gentleman for the part he has taken. "He does
not need my exhortation to pertift; but this will T declare,
that whether we vote in a fmall minority or large one, « #e
wever will give up the point.”” Whether in this Houfe, or out
" of this Houfe; in whatfoever fituation I may ever be ; as long
as 1 have a voice to fpeak, this queftion fhall never be at an end :
if it were pofiible that the Honourable Gentleman could en-’
tertain the idea of abandoning it, I would not. '
But Sir, cven if all thofe who are engaged in this queftion
werz to be removed away, there wou%: never be wanting
men alive to their duty who would cry out for juftice, who
would maintain a perpetual ftruggle, till this Trade fhould be
done away. _ : S
We who think that thefe things are not merely impolitick
but ‘nhuman and wnjn/t; that they are not of the nature of
‘ ’ trade,



( 125 )

© #rade, but that they are crimes, pollutions, which flain the honour
of a country ! We, Sir, will never relax our efforts. .

We with to prevent man from preying upon man; and we
muft do our duty, let the world think of us as they may. And
I poflefs the fulﬁ:ﬂ: confidence that our perfeverance will en-
fure fuccefs. ’

One word more: never let this fubjet be confound-
ed with any ideas of political flavery. Were I a member
of an Arbitrary Government, where the will of the Prince
alone was law, I fhould be as zealous to wipe off fuch a ftain
as this from that country, as I now am to do it from our own.
What means Slavery? A Slave is one whom another man
commands at his pleafure: who belongs not to himfelf, but -
to his mafter, at whofe difpofal he is in all refpe@s; this is
perfonal flavery. Political flavery is but a metaphor ; it has
got the name from its bearing only fome faint refemblance taq
flavery, literally fo called. It has beer named Political
Slavery, with a view of exciting fomewhat of that fame horror
;gain{’c it, which Perfonal Slavery is known always to excite.

ew men, I believe, carry theirideas of Political Freedom
higher than I do; but although I cannot help thinking the
People of France under the old Defpotick Government were
enflaved in one fenfe; yet their ftate when compared with
Perfonal Slavery, was a ftate of perfect Frecdom. Nor is the
difference between any two the moft diftant degrees of Poli- .
tical Slavery and Freedom; to be put in competition with -
the difference between every individual {lave and free man.
Never again, therefore, let our underftandings be infulted by
confounding two things fo to:allgldiﬁ'erent.

I have not agaiu read to the Houfe, this day, any of thofe
fhocking accounts, with which I troubled them laft year. ',
.ButIrepeat « They are upon evidénce! They ftand on unquefs’
tionable authority I And if any Gentleman has neglected to
* to attend to thefe cruelties, they neverthelefs exift. ‘
. But neither are thefe ftories ncceffary- to my argument.
If the fituation of the Negroes were as happy as fervitude
could make them, I muft not commit the enormous crime of
felling man to man ; nor permit a practice to continue which
puts an entive bar to the civilization of one whole quarter of the
habitable globe. Many years will not be given us to difcufs
this fubje&. This nation will not long- permit the conftant

: . comwmfion
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commifion of crimes that fhock human nature, for the fake of the
. Weft Indies. And if the Weft India Gentlemen will infift
on the continuance of fuch a trade, they muft not expect to
be very popular in this country. They have NO RIGHT to
demand that crimes fball be permitted by this country. for their
advantage. And the advice I give them is, that they fhould
give up thefe ideas, and lend their cordial affiftance to fuch
meafures as may bring about, in the thorteft poflible time, an
abolition of a traffick, for which not one reafon can be given,
that is confiftent with policy, humanity, or juftice. :

‘Mgr. AppinGToN, to explain—The Committee will do
- me the honour to recolle&, that what I have ftated in favour
of gradual, rather than immediate abolition, was on the
principle of fecuring the property of individuals: I did not
conceive that the prefent ftate of the Weft Indies would
admit of our abolithing this trade immediately. .

- As to what the Right Honourable Gentleman has faid
of giving a bounty on the importation of females, I men-
tioned certainly, that I thought a duty might be laid on im-
ported negroes, which fhould be lighter on the females,
than on the males. I admit this muft operate in effed’
as a bounty on the women imported. If a fufficient fup-
ply of negroes can be raifed the Iflands, I wifh no fuch
diftin&ions fhould be made.

With refpe& to the means of carrying the regulations
in the Weft Indies into execution, which the Right Ho-
nourable Gentleman thinks is a very nice point; the mode
that has occurred to me is, that an addrefs fhould be pre-
fented to His Majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to
dirc¢t certain regulations to be propofed by the Governors
of the Weft India Iflands. -

I cannot help thinking that that moderation which has
been recommended by my Right Honourable Friend, is the
only way in which we can fecure our obje&, or'do ourfelves
honour in the eyes of the world.

Tre
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" Tue Ricat HoNouraeLE HENRY DuNDAs—Conceiv-
ing that fome mifconception may, perhaps, arife from my
voting with my Honourable Friend, in his motion as it now
ftands, I rife to move an amendment to it; which is to infert
the word, gradually, before the words, ¢ to be abolithed.”
The, motion will then be, ¢« That the Slave Trade ought -
gradually to be abolithed.” : : ‘

.

. B

Mr. Jenkinson.—I feel a confiderable degree of regret,

when I differ from thofe with whom I am in the ‘habit of a&t~ -

"ing ; butI fhould think I was a&ing inconfiftently with that
duty which T owe my coNsT1TUENTSs and my country, if af-
ter having formed a decided opinion on fo great and important
& queftion as that whichis now before the Houfe, any motives
whatever fhould prevent me from delivering that' opinion, °
and from fupportinF it with fuch arguments as may appear to
me decifive on the fubject. -

In rifing to.oppofe the propofitions that have been made,
I feel that I labour under every poffible difficulty. I rife not
only to oppofe a meafure, generally believed to be popular, but-
which has been fupported by a greater combination of abilities
than was ever united on any one fubject, on which a difference
of opinion could reafonably exift. Feeling, as I do, my own
inability to contend with the Right Honourable Gentleman
who fpoke laft, all that I can do i, to call the attention of
the Houfe, as briefly as poffible, to what I conceive to be
the real ftate of the queftion; and I hope that the Committee
will be influenced in their decifion, rather by the weight of
argument, than by any ingenuity or eloquence with which it
may be fupported.

’%he opinions of thofe who are adverfe to the abolition,
have in general been unfairly ftated. It has been circulated
that their opinion is founded on principles of policy, as oppo-
fed to principles of humanity—on no fuch ground am I dif-
pofed to refift the abolition. If it can be clearly made out
that the interefts of humanity are decidedly in favour of the
propofition, Heaven forbid that any motives of ﬁflic‘v

' ould
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fhould prevent our adopting it! But if, on the contrary, it
fhould appear, ‘that the Caufe of Humanity is, in faé?, againft
the Abolition, 1 truft then that the very fame principles which
would in the-one cafe have induced the Committee to adopt
the propofition, will then'induce them to unite with me in op=-
pofing it.—I| defire, however, to be underftood, when I fay that
the caufe of humanity is againft the Abolition. The queftion
is not, whether the trade was originally founded in injuftice
and oppreffion. 1 admitted it was—The queftion is not, whether
the trade is abflraciedly in itfelf an evil. 1 admit it to be fo-
But whether, under all the circumftances of the cafe, any
confiderable advantage would arife to a number of our fellow
creatures, from the abolition of the trade taking place in the
" manner in which it has been propofed.

The fubjed, from the manner in which it has been
treated, naturally divided itfelf into three points of view.

1. The fituation of the Negroes on the coaft of Africa.

2. Their fituation in the Middle Paffage. '

3. Their fituation in the Weft India iflands; and how
far, in each of thefe refpective fituations, their condition is
likely to be bcnefited by the meafure which has been
propofed.. - o _ .

Difpofed as T may be, not to agree to the ftatement that
has been made, of ‘the fituation of the Negroes in Africa,
it is not my intention to reft any argument on that ground.
I am ready to admit that their fituation is miferable, that their
‘miferies are in a great meafure occafioned by the Slave
Trade, and that if that trade was univerfally abolithed, very
great benefit will confequently accrue to the inhabitants of
Africa. No perfon will, however, pretend to' affeyt, that
whatever may be the calamities fuffered by the inhabitants
~of that continent, thofe calamities ag} Jfrom the trade, as car-
ried on by Great Britain only. Other countries muft, of
courfe, occafion as much of thofe evils as we do; and if the
abolition of the trade on our part fhould prove only the ¢rans-
JSer of it into the hands of thofe countries, very little benefit
could accrue'to the Negroes from our humanity.

What, then, is the probability of our example being fol-
lowed by thofe countries who have a confiderable fhare in the
trade! Five years have now elapfed fince the difpofition of a
confiderable part of this country has manifefted itfelf in favour\

: ' o
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of the abolition. Sufficient time, then, has been given, to en-
able us to judge whether other countries are likely to fecond
our efforts.

Have the Portuguefe fhewn any difpofition to follow
our example? Far %rom it. Have the Dutch? I am very
“much mifinformed if there are not Agents from Holland at
this very time in this country, who are negociating with
perfons concerned in the trade, who are defirous of giving all
poffible encouragement to them if we fhould abandon it.
Have the Spaniards? On the contrary, it will appear that
they immediately took advantage of our difpofition, and
gave every pofible encouragement to the trade, by offer-
ing a bounty on the importation of Slaves. Have the
French? They who have carried fanaticifm, and their ideas
of liberty, to an extent as yet unheard of—have they thewn
any difpofition to imitate our conduct in this particular? The
meafure was certainly propofed in the National Affembly,
but was reje&ed; nay, not only rejeted, but the bounty on
.the importation of Slaves, as an encouragement to the trade,
has been continued at leaft; I am not fure whether it has
not been exprefsly renewed. ‘

I fhould not have been furprifed if fome of thefe countries
had thought it politic to pretend to have a fimilar difpofition
with ourfelves, and after having induced us to abolifh the
“trade, they had availed themfelves of our difpofition to hu-
manity. But when they have not ‘only fhewn no difpofition to
abolifh, but, on the contrary, every difpofition to encourage ity
I have a right to infer, that the abolition of the trade, on our
part, would be only the transfer of it into the hands of thofe
countries. B

On great political queftions, where important. interefts
are involved, it would in ﬁgeneral be thox}ght fufficient to be

able to prove, that no benefit is likely to arife to thofe to whom
we are defirous of affording relief; but if I can proceed further,
if I can prove, not only that no advantage, but that a great
difadvantage will arife to the Negroes, from the meafure that
is propofed ; no doubt can then remain on the mind of any
perfon who does not prefer fpecrlative to practical humanity,
refpeiing the propriety of rejecting it. -
‘The mortality on board the Englith frhips trading, Srom

Africa was, previous to the Regulating Bil\, four and an ﬁ&\“;:r
it .
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per cent. Since that, it has been reduced to a little more than
three per cent.* The mortality on board French fhips trading
from the fame quarter is near ten per cent.—fo that there is
« mortality of nearly [even ’fer cent. more on board French, than
on board Englifp fbips, The mortality in Dutch fbips is from’
Jfive t0 feven per cent. The mortality on boatd Portuguefe-fhips
is lefs than either French or Dutch thips, but more than on
Englifb thips, fince the regulating Bill,
et us then confider, what would be the cohfequence of
. the abolition of the trade on our part. Do we regret the
.deaths, do we regret the cruelties that are faid to have been
eommitted ! Thofe deaths, and thofe cruelties, would be mere
than doubled if we were to abolifb the trade.

Suppofe the cafe, as it really ftands, was to be fubmitted
4o the Africans ; fuppofe we were to confult their inclinations
‘on the fubject, what do we believe would be their anfwer ;
‘miferable as to them the trade might be ; numerous as the
‘calamities they fuffer from it ? ¢ If other countries are not
& difpofed to unite with you in abolithing it, for our fakes-
& do you continue it ; for whatever may be the evils we
« fuffer from it, the trade carried on by other countries,

. .4 when compared to the trade carried on by you, is as ewil
% when compared to good.” o

I am ready to admit that there is one anfwer, which would
probably be made to this. L .,
~ Great Britain trades not only for her own iflands, but in
fome degree for thofe of other countries. No good, but on
the contrary; evil; will be the confequence, to thofe Negroes
which -we carry into the Foreign Weft India Iflands. But as
“the trade between Africa and our Weft India Iflands will
then be ftopped, and, as confequently a fmaller number of
Negroes will then be wanted, than thofe which are demanded
at prefent, fome degrée of good will accrue to the people of
Africa from the abolition of the trade on our part.

- In anfwer to this aigument; 1 fa‘y, that as the Weft India
‘Planters purchafe Negtoes at prefent; notwithftanding the

% The mortality was ftated by Mr. Wilberforce to be by the documents of
the laft vear between sen and eleven per cent: in the Englith fhips, and previods
to the Rorrulating Bill fomething more than this, 22,600 is the némber im-

ported laft year to sur exoh Hlands, in Bricith fhips, owk of wivigh vether mars
#an 2,300 died on the paflage, '
' : PAGNONY
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greatnefs of their price, I have a right to' infer, that they
¢hink it for their intereft to purchafe them, and that confe-
dquently, even. after the abolition of the trade on our part,
_ they will not fail to purchafe them. The point then to be
_ confidered is, What is the probability of their being able to
fmugple ? ’ s :
he Committee may, in a great meafure, judge of this
from the evidence already before them. ) ‘
the evidence, it appears, that a great number of Slaves
have been clandeftinly flolen, from time to time, out of our
sflands, and carried into the Foreign Weft India Iflands. It
appears that feveral hundreds were flolen, within a very fhort
periody from Jamaica, and carried into Cuba. 'Thefe fals
may furprife the Houfe, as it is clearly the intereft of all the
planters to prevent the fmuggling, if poffible. But if otheg
countries are able to fmuggle Slaves out of the ifland, when it
i5 the intereft of every planter and overfeer to prevent that
praftice~—it follows, that there will be very little difficulty in
fmuggling Slaves into thé iflands, where it will be for the-
interefl of every planter and overfeer to promote it. ‘The con-
fequence then, of the abolition of the trade on our part, will
be only the transferring it into the hands of other nations, whe
will carry it on at a much greater difadvantage to the Africans,
and who will acquire the advantage and profit to themfelves of
ﬁtpfb'ing our iflands with Slaves.
will now call the atténtion of the Committee to the ftate
of the Negroes in the Weft India Iflands ; and much has
been faid under this head, of the cruelties they fuffer, and of
the hard labour they are obliged to undérgo. Tales of op-.
preffion have been told, and narratives of ill ufage have been
related, which muft undoubtedly fhock the feelings of all
who heard them ; but is it fair to infer, from extraordinary
inftances, the general bad ufage of the Slaves ? Suppofe that
in the beft cultivated government, a colletion was to be
made of the different abufes and-cruelties that had been com=
mitted for a feries of years ; fuppofe that in this country fuch
a colleGtion had been made, and after the brilliant panegyric
that was made fome time ago on our excellent Conflitution, fome
perfon had rifen up, and had ftated thefe, as proofs that our
Conftitution was very different from -what it had ‘been de-
- feribed; thould we have thoulgh_t ourfelves jufkified \n\xﬁm{:\!‘; -
’ 2
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from a certain number of extraordinary inflances, that we lived.
under a Government oppreflive and tyrannical ?—Should we
not rather have anfwered, that in the moft perfe® fyftem
which the human intellect is capable of forming, fome weak-
neflesy fome defects muft neceffarily exift ; and that it was
unfair to.draw infererices from extraordinary examples, to
the prejudice of any fyftem whatever ? I have a right to draw
the fame inference with refpe& to-the ftate of the Slaves in
the Weft India Iflands, who, from being Slaves, were neceffa-
rily expofed, to certain peculiar difadvantages. I have a right

- to draw that inferencé, provided I can prove, that, notwith-

ftanding any particular exception, the general behaviour of
the planters or overfeers towards the Slaves, cannot have
been fuch as the friends to the abolition have defcribed
it to be.

Evidence has certainly been adduced, on both fides, and I
fhould not be afraid, if it were neceffary, to oppofe the evi-
dence of thofe who have appeared in favour of the planters,
againft any evidence which has been adduced on the other
fide. I fhould not be afraid to oppofe fuch characters as Lord
Rodney, Admiral Barrington, Admiral Hotham, Sir Jothua

. Rowley, &c. againft any authorities, however refpeable,

who may have come forward in favour of the abolition. But
on no fuch evidence is it my intention to reft the argument ;
there aré fa&ts in fupport of that evidence, which muft leave
it without doubt on the minds of the Committee. : '
Previous to the year 1730, the mortality, and corifequently
the decreafe of the Slaves, in the Weft India Iflands, was
very confiderable. From the year 1730, to-the year 1755,
the deaths were reduced to only two and a half per cent. more

* * than the births. From the year 1755, to the year 1768, they

were reduced to only one and three-fourths more than the
births. From the year 1768, to the year 1788, they were"
reduced to only one_per cent. This then, on the firft view
of the fubje&, muft prove, that whatéver may have been the .
fituation of Slaves in former times, their condition has been .
gradually improved. . v :

But if we confider the peculiar difadvantages under which
th=y labour, if we confider the fmall proportion of females
with refpeét to males, the burricanes; and famines which
have been the confequence of thofe burricanes, and which have

Jwept
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[fwept away, in a fhort period, thoufands of kves ; if we confi
der thus, that every natural obffacle feems to .combine to
prevent the increaz of the Slaves, I muyft judge it phyfcally
impoffible that they fhould have increafed in the manner, and to
the degree to which they have increafed, if the cruel treatment
they bave fuffered, and the hard labour. impofed upon them, had
Im;fucb as the friends of the abolition hque reprefented.
~ This ftatement not only enables me to juftify the Weft
India Planters, from the afperfions that have been thrown
out againft them, but enablgs me likewife to draw ftill more -
important conclufions ; —That 3s the Slaves, in the Weft
India Iflands have under the prefent ftate of things, gradually
increafed, they will continue to increafe. —That very few
years will pafs, not only before the births are equal to the
deaths, but before they are more numerous than the deathi—
That if this is likely to happen under the prefent flate of
things, 4 fortiori, it will follow that it muft take place, if, by
certain regulations, the increafe of the imported Slaves can be
encouraged. ' T : ' -
The only doubt therefore which can remain an the minds
of Gentlemen, is, whether it is more for the intereft of the
planter to import, or breed ; for if I fhall be able to prove,
that it is more for the intereft of the planter to breed, it will
then follow, that the moment the ftock of Slaves in the iflands
is believed by the planters to be fufficient, that moment the
further importation muft neceffarily ceafe. _
In the firft place, the gradual increafe of the Slaves, of
late years, clearly proves that the increafe has been encou-
raged by the planter, who confequently muft have conceived
it to have been his intereft to breed. But 1 mean not to reft
the argument on that ground. The price of .Slaves was of
late years become fo great (nearly, I believe I may fay, twice
as great, as they were twenty years ago), that the planter,
on the grounds of ceconomy, muft feel it his intereft not ta
purchafe, if by any poffible means he can avoid it. : N
- .Let us confider, then, that the greateft mortality is on the
newly-imported Slaves —That the difeafes they bring with
them from Africa—the difeafes they are likely to contraé on
the paflage, the operations they have been faid to undergo in
the feafoning, all prove the confiderable ‘riﬂg there muft be
- in the purchafe of Slaves, and thac the planter is not only
g I3 R S
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put to a confiderable expence, but is put to that expence,
with a chance of very fpeadily lofing the fruits of it. :

To thefe confiderations others may be added, no lefs im-
portant.—8laves bred in the ifiands are much more attached te
tb;fpot—'l‘hey have been gradually accuftomed to the labour,
and muft confequently fel lefs objection to the performance
of it. Trained up {ikewife in regular fubordination, they
muft of courfe be much more manageable than thofe who are
firft put under the care of an overfeer .at 2 morc advanced
period of their life. Slavesy on the other hand, who have
been convicted of crimes, may confequently be fuch as
no perfon would be defirous of employing, if he could poflibly
avoid it. Let it be added to all thefe circumftances, that
children are of the greatcft fervice in many parts of the la-
bour, fo that whilft the planter muft be convinced, that
they will be the moft valuable Slaves, when arrived at the
age of maturity, he receives very ‘confidcrable advantage
from them, even in their earlieft years. It having then been
proved, that the interef? of the planter is to breed, rather tham
fo import, it muft follow, that the planters would be little
lefs than mad, to purchafe Slaves, if they were not convinced
that a further {fupply is neceflary. '

But it has been 'l{id, that the births and the deaths in the
#linds are equal, and that confequently no further fupply is
wanted.. I-am ready to admit, that the births and the deaths
are nearly equal, but the queftion muft ftill come to this :
Is the ftock of flaves in the iflands fufficient? Suppofe that in
the ifland of Jamaica there are 250,000 Slaves, and fuppofe,
which [ rather doubt, that number fufficient for the cultiva-
tion of the ifland ; I yet venture to affert, if the further im-
portation is to be ftopped, that the number of Slaves in the
ifland is nqt fufficient : for Gentlemen feem to have forgot,
that perfons in that climate are fubje& to difeafes, of which
we are ignorant, and which fweep away bundreds, nay fome-
times thoufands at a time. They feem to have forgot, thag
‘they are fubjeCt to hurricanes and famines, which have the
fame. dreadful efte&ts. ’ : : .

Whatever number of Slaves may be neceffary for.the culs
tivation of the iflands, if further importation is to be ftopped,
an extra number will be neceflary, in eorder that, in cafe of

- .o awy
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any extraordinary mortality, from the’ circumflances already

ftated, the complete ruin of the planter may be prevented.

That the time will come, when the ftock of Slaves in the
iflands will be fufficient, no perfon, who has attended to the
former part of this argument can doubt. That the Slaves
have gradually increafed, are gradually increafing, and that
by certain regulations the increafe may be confiderably pro-
moted, muft be equally obvious. But thefe are all confidera-
tions, which fhould-induce us to oppofe the Abolition, becaufe
the event, without any of the evils that may arife from the
immediate adoption of that meafure, muft, in the natural
order which I have defcribed, take place in the courfe of 2
very fhort period. S

wifh the Committee to confider, what mifchiefs may arife
from the planters being able to fmuggle. How dangerous it
may be, that they fhould depend on other nations, and not
on us, for their fupply of Slaves—That from entering into
bargains and contrats, perhaps even with our enemies, their-
difpofitions may be alienated from us, that the lofs of the iflands
themfelves may be the cor;}fequeme; and not only the lofs of fo
much revenue, and fo much power to ourfelves, but the acquifi-
tion of that power, and that revenue by our enemies—And wh
thould we expofe ourfelves to fuch a rifk, for any bene
which will refult to the Negroes ! On the contrary, it has
been proved that it would be a difadvantage to them. .

Let it likewife be confidered, that we may deprive ours
felves by thefe means of the power of enforcing regulations,
and that thus the trade may go on as it does at prefent, with
a much lefs rapid increafe of the Slaves by birth. This is,
however, not the only rifk to which we are expofing our
Colonies, Let us reflec? on the calamities of St. Domingo,
which have been imputed by the deputies from that ifland, to
the advocates of abolition. What horror can be defcribed,
what ravage can be painted, what cruelty can be committed,
which thofe unfortunate beings have not fuffered ? And fhall
we, when principles of the fame fort are:lurking in our

_Qﬁn iflands, fhall we expofe our fellow fubjects to the fame
c

. calamities, who, if guilty of promoting this trade, bave at leaft . '

been encouraged by ourfelves, by Us, who, though parties in

" the guilty would in no adequate degree be parties in the ﬁuﬁiﬁy\‘ﬁ\
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It has been faid, that there is a diftinQion between the
Abolition of the Slave Trade, and the Emancipation of the
Slaves. T admit that diftinction ; but thould we be furprifed
if the Slaves, who, receiving no immediate benefit from the
abolition of the trade, fhould complain that thefe principles
are not equally applied o themfelves ;—fhould we be fur-
prifed if their minds, not cultivated as our own, fhould not

_ feel fo nice a diftinétion, or at leaft, if they do feel it, would
be too much interefted to appear to do fo ?

That the Slave Trade is in itfelf an evil, I am ready to
admit. That the ftate of flavery itfelf is likewife an evil I
am no lefs ready to admit, That if the queftion was, not to
abolifb, but eflablifh them, I, of all thofe who profefs fo much
zeal for the interefts of humanity, would not be the leaft
sager to oppofe it ; but, are there not many evils in this
world which we fhould have thought it our duty to prevent,
yet which, when once they have taken place, it is more dan-
gerous to oppofe than to {ubmit to ?  The duty of a Statefman
isy not to confider abfliraéledly what is right or wrong, but to
weigh the difadvantages that are likely to arife from the abolition
of an evil, againfl the confequences that are likely to arife from
the continuance of it.

On this ground let us judge of the prefent queftion. Here
is an evil, which, it has been proved, can be but of fhort
continuance 3 the continuance of which, by proper regulations,
may be extremely fhortened. 'The expiration of which, inftead
of being productive of good, will be produlive of effential
harm to thofe whom it is meant” to benefit; and fhall we
appearing to prevent the fhort continuance of this evil, ‘adopt
a meafure which can be of 7o advantage on one hand, and
which threatens every calamity on the other—which threatens a
~diminution of our revénue, and confequently a ferious: mis-
fortune to the people of this country—which threatens the
ruin of the property of thofe perfons who, under our encou-
ragement, have fettled in the Weft India Iflands— which
threatens murdery and all thefe cruelties which, by the adop-
tion of the meafure, we are defirous of preventing. )

I have frequently rejoiced at the idea, that fome of thofe
evils: which have exifted in all ages, and under all govern-
ments, are likely, in the Yrefent period, to be abalifhed ;

that we live-in an age where knowledge tas become more
) unwett\



(z37)'- ‘ )

univerf(al than in any former .period, and that, under the
mild influence of true religion and philofophy, fociety is likely
to receive confiderable improvements. But I have always
dreaded that thofe improvements fbouid be teo rapid—convinced
that by this means their very end may be prevented. Violent
changes fhake the frame inftead of fupporting it. They
endanger its exiftence ; and if the conftitution out-lives the
fhock, it is reftored weak and enfeebled. Gradual changes °
" ftrengthen and uphold it. 'The, confequence of the change,
and not the change, is felt. Every ftep fecures the preceding,
and becomes the foundation for additional improvement.

Agreeing, then, moft perfeétly with the friends to the
abolition in their end, 1 differ from them only in the means of
accomplifbing that end. 1 am defirous of doing that gradually,
which they are defirous of doing rafhly. :

- To fome part of the Right Honourable Gentleman’s pro-
pofitions I agree, but I as much differ from him in others«

I have drawn up two propofitions, which meet my ideas
on the fubje®, and which, if the Committee will give me
leave, I will ftaté to them, ’ o

That an addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he would
be pleafed to recommend to the Colonial Aflemblies, to grant
premiums to fuch Planters and Overfeers as fhall diftinguith
themfelves by promoting the annual increafe of the Slaves by
birth. And likewife to grant freedom to every female Negro,
who has born and reared up five children to the age of
feven years, , : ‘

- 2d. "That a bounty of 5l. per head be given to the mafter

of every veflel employed in the trade from the coaft of Africa,

" who fhall import in any cargo, a greater number of female

than .male Negroes, not exceeding the age of twenty-five
ears.

In order that I may be enabled to bring forward my pro-
pofitions in form, I move that the Chairman fhould leave
the Chair. : : : '

s R ————

Mr. EsTr.—1I fhould not intrude myfelf on the Com-
mittee at {o late an hour, but with a view of inducing them te
adjourn the debate. There are two propofitions, Six, ‘befors

the Houfe. The one, for the Abolition of the %\me.'\v&‘a“
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at large ; the other for its gradual Abalition’; and I cannot
help thinking that Gentlemen fhould be allowed a further
time to compare their refpe@ive merits, and confider of the
beft means of carrying their purpofe,

I am perfuaded there are feveral enormities in the Slave-
Trade which call for regulation ; which I alfo conceive to be.
the beft means to effetuate the final Abelition of the Slave

_ Trade: for it appears to me that a gradual Abolition would
anfwer all the purpofes, and effeGuate its end in 2 much bet-

ter manner than could be done by any other means,
* * * * * % 0¥ * *

e ]

. At four 0’Clock Mr. William Smith rofe, but Mr. Pis
Raving rifen at the fame time, Mr. Smith gave way to him,

The Right Honourable WiLLiam PrtT. At this hour,
of the morning I am afraid, Sir, I am too much exhaufted
to enter fo fully into the fubject before the Committee as I
could wifh ; but if my bodily ftrength is in any degree equal
to the tafk, I feel fo ftrongly the magnitude of this queftion,
that [ am extremely earneft to deliver my fentiments, which I
rife to do with the more fatisfaltion, becaufe I now look for-
ward to the iffue of this bufinefs with confiderable hopes of
fuccefs. : ;

The debate has this day taken a turn, which, though it
has produced a variety of new fuggeftions, has, upon the
whole, contraéted this queftion into a much narrower point
than it was ever brought into before. '

I cannot fay that I quite agree with the Right Honourable
Gentleman over the way (Mr. Fox) ; I am far from deplors
ing all that has been l{id by my two Honourable Friends
(Mr. Dunpas and the Speaker.) ' I rather rejoice that they
have now brought this fubject to a fair iffue—that fomething,
at leaft, is already gained, and that the queftion has :taken
altogether a new courfe this night. It is true, a differesice

ef opinion has been ftated, and has been urged with-all ‘th:
. QiR
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force of argument.that could be given to it. But give-me
leave-to fay, that this difference has been urged upon princi-
Eles very far removed from thofe which were maintained
y the opponents of my Honourable Friend when he- firfk
brought forward "his motion. There are very few of thofe
who have fpoken this night, who have not thought it
their duty to declare their full and entire concurrence with
my Honourable Friend in promoting the Abolition of
the Slave Trade, as their ultimate objes?.” However we may
differ as to the time and manner of it, we are agreed in the
Abolition itfelf; and my Honourable Friends have exprefled
their agreement in this fentiment with that fenfibility upon the
" fubje, which humanity does moft undoubtedly require. I
do. not, however, think they yet perceive what are the ne-
ceflary confequences of their own conceflion, or follow up
their own principles to their juft conclufion. -

The. point now in- difpute between us, is, a difference
merely as to the pericd of time, at which the Abolition of the
Slave T'rade ought-to take place. I therefore congratulate
this Houfe, the Country, and the World, that this great
point is gained; that we may now confider this trade as
baving received its condemnation ;3 that its [entence is feals
ed ; that this Curfe of mankind is feen by the Houfe in its
true light 5 and that the greateft ftigma on our national cha-
racter which ever yet exiﬁcd, is about to be removed ! And,
8ir, (which is ftill more important) that MANKIND, I
. truft, in general, are now likely to be delivered from the greateft
praciical evil that ever has affliéled the human race—from the. -
Jevereft and mojt extenfive calamity vecorded in the Hiflory of the
world ! : .

In proceeding to give my reafons for concurring with
‘my Honourable Friend in his motion, I fhall neceflarily advert
to thefe topics which my Honourable Friends near me have
touched upon ; and which they ftated to be their motives for
preferring a gradual, and in fome degree, a diftant Abolition of -
the Slave T'rade, to the more immediate and direét meafurs
now propofed to you. Reginning as I do, with declaring
that in this refpeét I differ completely from my Right
Honourable Friends near me, I do not, however, mean
to fay, that I differ as to one obfervation wheh ‘s

been prefled rather firongly -by them. -1f tney can Ng;‘
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that their propofition of a gradual Abolition, is. more .
. likely than sars to fecure the object which we have in view—
that by proceeding gradually we thall arrive more fpeedily at
our end, and attain it with more certainty, than by a' di-
relt vote immediately to abolifh :—If they can fhew to-the
fatisfation both of myfelf and the Committee, that our pro-
pofition has more the appearance of a fpeedy Abolition, than,
the reality of it; undoubtedly they will in this cafe make a
convert of me, and my Honourable Friend who moved the
queftion; they will make a convert of every man among us,
who looks to this, which Itruft we all do, as a queftion not
to be determined by theoretical principles or enthufiaftic feel-
ings, but confiders the practicability of the meafure—aiming
fmply to effet his obje&t in the fhorteft time, and in the
fureft poffible manner. : '
If, however, 1 fhall be able to fhew that our meafure pro-
ceeds more direi?ly to its object, and fecures it with mere cer-
tainty, and within a /ey diffant period ; and that the Slave
Trade will on our plan be abolithed fooner than on his ; may
I not then hope, that my Right Honourable Friends will be
as ready to adopt our propofition, as we thould in the other
cafe be willing to accede to theirs ? ' -
One of my Right Honourable Friends has ftated, that an
AQ& pafied here for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, would
not fecure its Abolitlon. Now, Sir, I fhould be glad to
know, why an A& of the Britith Legiflature, enforced by all
thofe fanchions which we have undoubtedly the power and the
rightto apply, is not to be effetual ; at leaft as to every mate-
rial purpofe? Will not the executive power have the fame ap-
pointment of the'officers and the courts of judicature, by which
all the caufes relating to this fubje&t muft be tried, that it
has in other cafes ? ' Will there not be the fame fyftem of law
* by which we now maintain a monopoly of commerce ? If the
fame law, Sir, be applied to the prohibition of the Stave Trade,
which is applied in the cale of other contraband commerce, with
all the fame means of the country to back it, Iam at a lofs
to know why the actual and total Abolition is not as likely
to be effeCted in this way, as by any plan or project of my
Honourable Friends, for bringing about a gradual termination
ofit. Butmy obfervation is extremely fortified by what feil
- from my Honourable Friend who fpoke \afk -, e tas wid you,

Sty
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Sir, thatif you will have patience with it fora few years, the Slave
Trade muft drop of itfelf, from the increafing dearnefs of the
commodity imported, and the increafing progrefs, on the other
hand, of internal population. Is it true, then, that the impor-
_tations are fo expenfive and difadvantageous already, that the -
" interhal population is even now becoming a cheaper refource ?
I afk then, if you leave to the importer no means of importa-
_tion but by fmuggling, and if, befides all the prefent difadvan-
tages, you load him with all the charges and hazards of the
fmuggler, by taking care-that the laws againft {muggling are
in this cafe watchfully and rigoroufly enforced,. is there any
dangeér of any confiderable fupply of frefh Slaves being poured
into the iflands through this channel? And is there any real
ground of fear, becaufe a few Slaves may have been fmugg-
led in or out of the iflands, that a bill will be ufelefs and in-
effectual on any fuch ground? The queftion under thefe cir-
cumftances will not bear a difpute.

Perhaps, however, my Honourable Friends may take up,
another ground, and fay, It is true your meafure would thut
« out further importations more immediately ; but we do not
& mean to thut them outimmediately. We think it right, on
¢« grounds of general Expediency, that they fhould not be im-
« mediately fhut out.” Let us therefore now come to this -
queftion of the Expediency of making the Abolition diftant
and gradual, rather than immediate.

The argument of expediency in my opinion (like every
other argument in this difquifition) will not juftify the con-
tinuance of the Slave T'rade for one unneceffiry hour. Sup-
pofing it to be in our power (which I have (zewn' it is) to
enforce the prohibition from this prefent time, the expediency of -
doing it is to me fo clear, that if [ went on this principle alone
I fhould not feel 2 moment’s hefitation.. What is the argu-
ment of expediency ftated on the other fide? It is doubted
whether the deaths and births in the iflands are as yet fo nearly
equal as to enfure the keeping up a fufficient ftock of labourers :
in anfwer to this I took the liberty of mentioning in a for-
fer year, what appeared to me to be the ftate of population
at that time. My obfervations were taken from documents
which we have reafon to judge authentic, and which cariied
on the face of them the conclufions U then ftaxed: ey

were the clear, fimple, and obvious refult of a caxetu) exa-
- . - EV-SAGARU) Y
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mination which T made into this fubje®, and any Gentleman
-.who will take the fame pains may arrive at the fame degree of
fatisfaction. '

Thefe calculations, however, applied to a periad of time that
is now four or five years pafi. ‘The births were then, in
the gensral view of them, nearly equal to the deaths ; and, as
thie {tate of population was fhewn, by a confiderable retrof-
peéty to be regularly increafing, an excefs of births muft
before this time have taken place..

Another obfervation has been miade as to the difproportion
of the fexes : this, however, is a difparity which exiited in
any material degree only in former years 5 it is a difparity of
which the Slave T'rade has been itfelf the caufe; which will
gradually diminith as the Slave Trade diminifhes, and muf
entirely ceafe, if the Trade fhall be abolithed; but which,
neverthelefs, ‘is made the very plea for its continuance, I be-
lieve this difproportion of the fexes, taking the whole number
in the iflands, Creole as well as imported Africans, the latter
of whom occafion all the difproportion, is not now by any
means confiderable. .

But, Sir, [ alfo fhewed, that the great mortality, which
turned the balance fo as to make the deaths appear more nu-
merous than the births, arofe to from the imported Africans,
who die in extraordinary numbers in the feafoning. If, there-
fore, the importation of Negroes fhould ccafe, every ome of
the caufes of mortality, which I have now ftated, would ceafe
alfo. Nor can I conceive any reafon why the prefent number
of labourers fhould not maintain itfelf in the Weft Indies, ex-
cept it be from fome artificial caufe, fome fault in the iflands ;
fuch as the impolicy of their governors, or the cruelty of the
‘managers and officers, whom they employ. _ .

I will not re-iterate all that [ faid at that time, or go through

- ifland by ifland. It is true, there is a difference in the ceded
iflands 5 and I ftate them poflibly to be, in fome refpets, an
excepted cafe. But, if we are to enter into the fubjeét of the
mortality in clearing new lands ; this, Sir, is undoubtedly
another queftion : the mortality here is tenfold ; and this is
to be confidered, not as the carrying on a trade, but as the [it-
ting on foot a Slave Trade for the purpofe of peopling the Co-
Jony ; a meafure which I think will not now be maintained.

1 therefore defire Gentlemen to tell me §airly, whetherx the

~
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period they look to is not now-arrived  Whether, at this hour,
‘the Weft Indies may not be declared to have a&ually attained
a flate in which they can maintain their\population ! and up-
on the anfwer 1 muft neceflarily receive, I think I could
fafely reft the whole of the queftion.
~ One Honourable Gentleman has rather ingenioufly ob-
ferved that one or other of thefe two affertions of ours, muft
neceffarily be falfe : that either the population muft be de-
creafing, which we deny ; or, if the population is increafing,
that the Slaves muft be perfe@ly well treated, (this being the
caufe of fuch population) which we deny alfo. That the po-
pulation is rather increafing than otherwife ; and alfo that the
general treatment is by no means fo good as it ought 'to be,
are both points which have been feparately proved by different
evidences ; nor are thefe two points fo entirely incompatible.
‘The ill trearment muft be very great indeed, in order to di-
minifh materialiy the population of any race of peeple. That
‘it is not fo extremely great as to do this, I will admit.
I willeven admit, if you pleafe, that this charge may poffibly
have been fometimes exaggerated; and I certainly think, that
it applies lefs and lefs as we come nearer to the prefent times.
But, let us fee how this contradition of ours, as’ it is’
thought, really ftands, and how the explanation of it will
completely fettle our minds, on the point in queftion. Do
.the Slaves diminifh in numbers? It can be nothing but 4
- treatment that caufes the diminution. This ill treatment the
Abolition muft and will reftrain. In this cafe, therefore, we
vught to vote for the Abolition. On the other hand, Do you
chufe to fay that the Slaves clearly increafe in numbers ? Then
you want no importations, and, in-this cafe alfo, you may "
fafely vote for the Abolition. Or, if you chuf: to fay, as the
third and only other cafe which can be put, and which perhaps
is the neareftto the truth, thatthe population is nearly flation-
.ary, and the treatment neither /i bad nor fo gosdas it might be;
then furely, - Sir, it will not be denied, that this of all others, is
on eaclf of the two grounds, the proper period for ftopping fur-"
ther fupplies: for your population, which you own is already
ftationary, will thus be made undoubtedly to increafe from the -
births ; and the good treatment of your prefent Slaves, which
I am now fuppofing is but very moderate, will ‘e necefaxly

improved alfo by the fame meafure of Abohtion. \ Sav,
. Saerefore -
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therefore, that . thefe propofitions, contradilory as. they
may be reprefented, are in truth not at all inconfiftent,
but even come in aid of each other, and lead to a conclufion
that is decifive. And let it be always remembered, that in this
branch of my argument, I have only in view the well-being of
the Weft Indies, and do not now ground any thing on the
African part of the queftion. .

But, Sir, I may carry thefe obfervations refpeing the
iflands much further. It is within the power of the Colonifts,
(and is it not then their indifpenfable duty !} to apply them-
felves to the:corre&ion of thofe various abufes, by which po-
pulation is reftrained. The moft important confequences
may be expeQed to attend Colonial regulations for this, pur-
po({. With the improvement of internal population, the
condition of every Negro will improve alfo ; his liberty will
advance, or at leaft he will be approaching to a ftate of liberty.
Nor can you increafe the happinefs, or extend the freedom of
the Negro, without adding in an equal degree to the fafety
of the iflands, and of all their inhabitants. Thus, Sir, in the
place of §laves, who naturally have an intereft directly oppo-
fite to that of their mafters, and are therefore viewed by them
with an eye of conftant fufpicion, you will create a body of
valuxble citizens and fubjects, forming a part of the fame com-
munity, having a common intereft with their fuperiors, in
the fecurity and profperity of the whole.

And, here let me add, that in proportion as yoeu increafe
the happinefs of thefe unfortunate beings, you will undoubtedly
increafe in effe& the guantity of their labour alfo. Gentlemen,
talk of the diminution of the labour of the iflands! I will ven-
ture to affert, that, even if in confequence of the Abolition
there were to be fome decreafe in the number of hands, the
quantity of work done, fuppofing the condition of the Slaves to
improve, would by no means diminith in the fame proportion ;
perhaps would be far from diminithing at all. For if you ref-
tore to this degraded race the true feelings of men; if you
take them out from among the order of brutes, and place
them on a level with the reft of the human fpecies; they will
then work with that energy which is natural to men, and their
labour will be productive, in a thoufand ways, above what it
has yet been; as the labour of a man is always more produc-
tive than that of 2 mere brute. '\

. 8
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Tt genetally happens that in every bad caufe fome in..
formation arifes out of the evidence of its defenders thémfelves,
which ,ferves to expofe in one part or other the weaknefs of
their defence. - It is the charaerittic of fuch a caufe, that if
it be atall gone into, .even by its own fupporters; it is liable to
be ruined by the contradi@ions in which thofe who maintain
it are for ever involved.

. The Committee of the Privy Courcil of Great Britain
fent over certain queries to the Weft India iflands, with a view
of elucidating the prefent fubje& ; and they particularly in-
quired, whether the Negroes had any days or hours allottéd to
them, in which they might work for themfelves. The Af-
femblies in their anfwers, with an air of great fatisfaltion ftate
the labour of the Slaves to be moderate, and the Weft In-
dia fyftem to be well calculated to promote the domeftic hap-
?ine(s of the Slaves: They add, ¢ that proprietors are not -

¢ compelled by law to allow their Slaves any part of the fix
© working days of the week for themfelves, but that it is the
¢¢ general praltice to allow them one afternoon in every. week
¢ out of crop time, which, with fuch hours as they chufe to
« work on Sundays, is time amply fu Hcient for their own pur-
« pofes :”” Now, therefore, will the Negroesy or I may rather
fay, do the Negroes work for their own emolument ?' 1 beg .
the Commjttee’s attention to this point: The Aflembly of
Grenada proceeds to ftate.—I have their own words for it—
« That though the Negroes are allowed the afternoons of only
¢ one day in every week, they will do as much work in that af-
& ternoon, when employed for their own benefity as in the whole
“ day when 'em{»IoJ ed in their maflers fervice.”

Now, Sir, I will defire you to burn all my calculations ;
to difbelieve, if you pleafe, every word I have faid on the
prefent ftate of population ; nay, I willadmit, for the fake of
argument, that the numbers are decreafing, and the produc-
tive labour at prefent infufficient for the cultivation of thofe
countries : And I will then afk, whether the increife in the
quantity of labour which is reafonably to be expected from the
improved condition of the Slaves, is not by« the admiffion of
the iflands themfelves, by their admiffion not merely of an
argument but a fadt, far more than fufficient to counterba-
lance any decreafe which can be rationally apprebended txom .
a defective ftate of sheir popula;’gm? Why, %’\r, a Wegro '\&Q‘
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he works for himfelf; and not for a mafter, will do double "
work ! This is their own account. If you will believe the
planters, if you will believe the legiflature .of the iflands, the
produélive lab ur of the colonies would, in cafe the Negroes
worked as free labourers- inftead of Slaves, be literally doubled.
Half the prefent labourers on this fuppofition would fuffice,
for the 'whole cultivation of our iflands on the prefent fcale.
I therefore, confiJently afk the Houfe, whether in confider-
ing the whole of this queftion, we may not fairly look for-
ward to an improvement in the condition of thefe unhappy
and degraded beings; not only as an event defirable on the
ground of humanity and political prudence; - but alfor as a
means of increafing, very confiderably indeed, (even without
any increafing population,) the produélive induftry- of the
Iflands ? '
When Gentlemen are fo nicely balancing-the paft and fu-
ture means of cultivating the plantations, let me requeft them
to put this argument into the fcale; and the more they con-
fider it, the more will they be fatisfied, that both the folidity of
the principle which I have ftated, and the fact which I have juft
quoted, in the very words of the Colonial Legiflature, will
bear me out in every inference I have drawn. I think they
will perceive alfo, that it is the undeniable duty of this Houfe,
6n the grounds of true policy, immediately to fan&ion and
carry into effe&t that fyftem which enfures thefe important
advantages ; in addition to all thofe other ineftimable bleflings
which follew in their train. , o ’
. If, therefore, the. argument of expadiency as applying te
the Weft India Iflands, is the teft by which this queftion’is
ta be tried ; I truft I have now eftablifhed this propofition,
namely, that whatever tends moft fpeedily and eff. &Gually to
meliorate the condition of the Slaves, is, undoubtedly on the
‘ground of expediency, leaving juftice out of the queftion, the
main obje to be purfued. -
. Fhat the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade will
moft eminently have this éffe, and that it is the only mea-
fure from which this effect can in any confiderable degree be
. expetled, are points to which I fhall prefently come; but be-
fore I enter upon them, let me notice one or two further cir-
cumftances. i
. - We
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We dre told (and by refpetable and well-informed petfons)
that the purchafe of new negroes has been injurious inftead .
of profitable to the planters themfelves ;- fo large a proportion
of thefe unhappy wretches being found to perifh in the fed< -
foning. Writers well verfed in this fubjet have even ad-

- vifed that, in order to remove the temptation which the Slave
Trade offers to expend large fums in this injudicious way,
the door of importation fkould be fhut.—This very.plan which -
we how propofe, the mifchief of which is reprefented to be
fo great as to outweigh fo many other momentous confider-
ations has actually been recommended by fome “of the beft
authorities, as a plan highly requifite to be” adopted on the

. very principle of advantage to the Iflands; nay, not merely
on that principle of general and political advantage on which
I have already touched, but for the advantage of the very
individuals who would otherwife be moft forward in purs
chafing Slaves. On the part of the Wett Indians it is urged,
¢ The Planters are in debt: They are already diftrefled 5
« if you ftop the Slave Trade, they will be ruined.”” Mr.,
Long, the celebrated hiftorian of Jamaica, recommends the
ftopping of importations, as a receipt for enabling the plan
tations which are embarafled 10 get out of debt. 1 will quote his

., words. Speaking ef the ufurious terms on which money is often

borrowed for the purchafe of frefh Slaves, he advifes ¢ the

“ laying a duty egual to a probibition on all negroes imported
“ for the fpace of four or five years, except for re-exportaa
¢ tion.” ¢ Such alaw,” he proceeds to fay, “ would be at-

-« tended with the following good confequences. It would

"¢ put an immediate ftop to thefe extortions ; it would en-
 able the planter to retrieve his affairs by preventing him
¢ from running in debt, either by renting or purchifing of ne-
¢« groes ; it would render fuch recruits lefs neceflary, by the
 redoubled care he would be obliged to take of his prefent flock,
 the prefervation of their lives and health : And laftly; it .
 would raife the value of negroes in the ifland.—A NorTn
¢ AMERICAN PROVINCE, BY THIS PROHIBITION ALONE
“ FOR A FEW YEARS, FROM BEING DEEPLY PLUNGED
‘¢’ 1N DEBT, HAS BECOME INDEPENDENT, RICH; AND
¢ FLOURISHING,” .

On this authority of Mr. Long I reft the queftion, whedne
the prohibition of further importations is ek vafng wwapenae,
K 2 o L\t
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~ and completely ruinous meafure, which it is fo confidently -
declared to be with refpect to our Weft Indian Plantations.

I do not however mean in thus treating this branch of the
fubje&, abfolutely to exclude the queftion of indemnification
on the fuppofition of poffible difadvantages affe&ing the Weft
Indies through the Abolition of the Slave Trade. But
when Gentlemen fet up a claim of compenfation merely on
thofe general allegations, which are all that I have yet heard .
from them, I can only anfwer, let them produce their cafe in

" a diftin& and fpecific form ; and if upon any pra&icable or
reafonable grounds it fhall claim confideration, it will then
be time enough for Parliament to decide upon it.

I pow come to another circumftance of great weight, con-
nected with this part of the queftion. I mean the danger to
which the Iflands are expofed from thofe negroes who are
newly imported. This,” Sir, like the obfervation which I
lately made, is no mere fpeculation of ours; for here again I
refer you to Mr. Long, the Hiftorian of Jamaica. He- treats
particularly of the dangers to be dreaded from the introduction
of. Coromantine negroes; an appellation under which are
comprifed feveral defcriptions of Negroes ebtained on the
Gold Coaft, whofe native country is not exally known,
and who are purchafed in a variety of markets, having been
‘brought from fome diftance inland. With a view of pre-
venting infurretions, he advifes, that ¢ by laying a duty
¢« equal to a prohibition, no more of thefe Ceromantines
« fhould be bought;” and after noticing.one Infurreion

- which happened through their means, he tells you of another
-in the following year, in which thirty-three Coromantines,
« mofl of whom had been newly imported, fuddenly rofe and in
« the fpace of an hour murdered and wounded no lefs than
. % nineteen white perfons.” :
. To the authority of Mr. Long, both in this and other
parts of his work, I may add the recorded ‘opinion of the
Comnmittee of the: Houfe of Aflembly of Jamaica itfelf ; who, in
* confequence of a rebellion among the Slaves, were appointed
to inquire into the beft means of preventing future Infur-
reGions, The Committee reported, ¢ That the rebellion -
% had originated (like moft or all others) with the Coro-
€ mantines ; and they propofed that a bill fbould be brought in

“ far
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<< for laying a bigher duty on the importation of thefe particular
« Nzgroes,” which was intended to operate as a prohibition.
But the danger is not confined to the importation of Coro-
mantines. Mr. Long, carefully inveftigating as he does the
caufes of fuch frequent Infurreétions, particularly at Jamaica,
accounts for them from the greatnefs of it’s general importa-
tions. “ In two years and a half;”’ fays he, ¢ 27,000 Ne- .
¢ groes have been imported.”’— No wonder we have rebel-
« lions! Twenty-feven thoufand intwo years and a half?”> Why,
Sir, I believe that in fome late years there have been as many
imported into the fame Ifland within the fame period ! Sure-
ly, Sir, when Gentlemen talk fo vehemently of. the fafety of
the Iflands, and charge us with being fo indifferent to it;
when they fpeak of the calamities of St. Domingo, and of
fimilar dangers impending over their own heads at the prefent
hour, it ill becomes them to be the perfons who are crying out -
Jor further importations. 1till becomes them to charge upon us
the crime of ftirring up InfurreGions—upon us who are only
adopting the very principles, which Mr. Long—which in part
even the Legiflature of Jamaica itfelf; laid down in the time
of danger, with an avowed view to the prevention of any fuch
calamity. : \ -
The Houfe, I am fure will eafily believe it is no fmall fatis~
faction to me, that among the many arguments for prohibit-
ing the Slave Trade which crowd upon my mind; the fe-
curity of our Weft India poffeflions againft internal commo-
tions, as well as foreign enemies, is among the moft promi-
"nent and moft forcible. And here let me apply to my two
Right Honourable Friends, and afk them, whether in this part
of the. argument they do not fee reafon for immediate Abo- -
lition? Why fhould you any longer import into thofe coun-
tries that which is the very feed of Infurrection and rebellion?
‘Why thould you perfift in introducing thofe latent principles .
of conflagration, which if they fhould once burft forth, may an~
nihilate in a fingle day the induftry of an hundred years ?
Why will you fubje& yourfelves, with open eyes, to the evi-
dent and imminent rifk of a calamity, which may throw you
back a whole century in your profits, in your cultivation, ia
your progrefs to the emancipation of your Shavesy and &8~
appointing at once every one of thefe golden exprBrtons,

may retard not only the accomplifhment of \“\’&‘.\\‘?Yfl ‘\:;-‘f;
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which I bave attempted to defcribe, but may cut off even

" your opportunity of taking any one introdutory ftep ? Let us
begin from this time! Let us not commit thefe important
interefts to any further hazard! Let us profecute this- great
obje& from this very hour! Let us vote that the Abolition
of the Slave T'rade fhall be immediate, and not left to I know
not what future time or contingency !* Will my Right Hon,
Friends anfwer for the fafety of the Iflands during any ima-
ginable intervening period? Or do.they think that any little -
advantages of the kind which they ftate, can have any weight
in that fcale of expediency in which this great queftion ought
undoubtedly to be tried.

Thus ftated, and.thus alone, Sir, can it be truly ftated, to
what does the whole of my Right Honourable Friend’s argu-
ments, on the head -of expediency, amount? It amounts
but to this : —The Colonies on the one hand would have to
ftruggle with fome few difficulties and difadvantages at the
firft, for the fake of obtaining on the other hand immediate
fecurity to their leading interefts ; of enfuring, Sir! even their
own po'itical exiftence ; and for the fake alfo of immediately
commencing that fyftem of progreflive improyement in the
condition of the Slaves, which is neceflary to raife them from
the ftate of brutes to that of rational beings, but which never
can begin until the introduion of thefe new difaffeted and
dangerous Africans into the fame gangs, fhall have been
ftopped. ‘

" If any argument can in the flighteft degree juftify the
feverity that is now fo generally pradtifed in the treatment of
the Slaves, it muft be the introdu&ion of thefe Africans. It
is the introduction of thefe Airicans that renders all idea of
Emancipation fir he prefent fo chimerical ; and the ver
‘mention of 1t fo dreadful. It is the introdu&ion of thelz
Africans that keeps down the condiiion of all Plantation Ne-
ro s. Whatever {yftem of treatment is deemed nec:flary by
the Planters to be adopted towards thefe new Africans, extends
itfelf to the cther Slaves alfo; inftead thercfore of deferring
the hour when you will finally put an end to importations,
vainly purpofing that the condition of your prefent Slaves
fhould previoufly be mendéd, you muft, in the very firft
inflauce, flop your importations, if you hoge to introduce any
S TR AR W
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rational or praQicable plan, either of gradual emancipation, -
or prefent general improvement. . :
" Havidg now done with this queftion of expediency as affe&.
ing the Iflands, I come next to a propofition advanced by my
- Right Honourable Friend, (Mr. Dundas,) which appeared -
to intimate, that on account of fome patrimonial rights of the
Weft Indians, the prohibition of the Slave Trade might be-
-confidered as an invafion of their lezal inheritance.

Now, in anfwer to this propofition, 1 muft make two or
three remarks, which I think my Right Honourable Friend-
will find fome confiderable difficalty in anfwering : ot

Firft, I obferve that hisargument, if it be worth any thing,
applies juft as much to gradual as immediate Abolition, I~
have no doubt, that at whatever period he fhould be difpofed
to fay, the Abolition thould a&tually take place, this defence
will equally be fet up ; for it certainly is juft as good an argu-
ment againft'an Abolition feven, or feventy years' hence, as
againft an Abolition at this moment. It fuppofes, we have
no right whatever to ftop the importations ; and even though
the difadvantage to our plantations, which fome Gentlemen
fuppofe to attend the meafure of immediate Abolition, fhould
be admitted gradually to leflen by the lapfe of a few years, yet’
in point of principle, the abfence of all right of interterence
would remain the fame. ‘My Right Honourable Friend,
therefore, I am fure will not prefs an argument not lefs hottile
to his propofition than to ours, But let us inveftigate the
foundation of this objeion, and I will commence what I
have to fay, by putting a queftion to my Right Honourable
Friend. It is chiefly on the prefumed ground of our being
bound by a parliamentary fanétion heretofore given to the African
Slave Trade, that this argument againft the Abolition is
refted. Does then my Right Honourable Friend, or does
any man in this Houfe think, that the Slave Trade has re-
ceived any fuch parliamentary fan&ion, as muft place it
more out of the jurifdiGion of the legiflature for ever after,
than the other branches of our national commerce ! I afk,
is there any one regulation of any part of our commerce,
which, if this argument be valid, may not equally be obw
jected to, on the ground of its affeting fome man’s patri<
mony, fome man’s property, or fome man’s expedetiomst

Let it never be forgotten that the argument 1 am canvai
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would be juft as ftrong, if the pofleflion affeGted were fmall,
and the pofleffors humble; for on every principle of juftice,
the property of any fingle individual, or fmall number of indi-
viduals is as facred, as that of the great body oi Weit 'In-
dians.  Juftice ought to extend her prote&tion wiih ri_id im-
" -partiality to the rich and to the pcor, to the powerful and to
the humble. 1If this be the cafe, in what a fituation does my
Right Honourable Friend’s argument place the legiflature of
Britain? What room is left for their interfeience in the regu-
Jation of any part of our commerce? Itis fcarcely poffible to lay
a duty on any one article, which may not when firft impofed,
be faid in fome way to affect the property of individuals, and
even of fome entire claffes of the community. If the laws
vefpe&ting the Slave Trade imply a contra& for its perpetual
continuance, I will venture to fay, there does not pafs a year
without fome a&, equally pledging the faith of parliament to
" .the perpetuating of fome other branch of commerce. In fhort,
I repeat my oblervation, that no new tax can be impofed,
much lefs can any probibitory duty be ever laid on any branch .
of trade, that has before been regulated by parliament, if this
principle be once admitted.
- Before I refer to the a&ts of parliament by which the public
faith is faid to be pledged ; let me remark alfo, thata contra&
for the continuance of the Slave Trade, muft on the principles °
which T fhall prefently infift on, have been void, even from the
beginning ; for if this trade is an outrage upon juftice, and
only another name for fraud, robbery and murder ; will any
man urge that the legiflature could poffibly by any pledge
whatever incur the obligation of being an acceflary, or I may
even fay, a principal in the commiffion of fuch enormitics,
by fanétioning their continuance? as well mightan individual
think himfelf bound by a promife to commit an aflaffination.
I am confident, Gentlemen muft fee, that our proceeding on
fuch grounds, would infringe all the principles of law, and
fubvert the very foundation of morality.

Let us now fee, how far the aéls themfelves thew that there
is this fort of parl amentary ledge to continue the African
Slave Trade. - The A& of 23. Geo. II. C. 31, is that by
which we arc fuppcfed to be bound up by contra& to fan&ion
all thofe horiois now fo incontrovertiby proved. How fur-
prifed then Sir, muft the Houfe be to find, that by a claufe of
g - - theiz



( 153 )

their very a&, fome of thefe outrages are exprefsly forbidden!
It fays, * No commander, or mafter of a fhip trading to
« Africa, fhall by fraud, force, or violence, or by any indi-
< rect pra&ice whatfoever, take on board cr carry away from
“the coaft of Africa, any Negro, or Native of the faid
¢ country, cr commitany violence on the Natives, to the pre-
¢ judice of the faid trade, and that every perfon (v offending,
. “thall for every fuch offence forfeit”—When it comes to
the penalty, forry am Ito fay, that we fee too clofe a refem-
blance to the Weft India law, which inflilts the payment of
30l. as the punifhment for murdering a negro. The price
of blood in Africa is 100l. but even this penalty is enough
to prove that the A& at leaft does not fanétion, much lefs
does it engage to perpetuate enormities ; and the whole trade
has now been demonitrated to be a mafs, a fyftem of enormi-
ties; of enormities which incontrovertibly bid defiance not
only to this claufe, but to every regulation which our inge-
nuity can devife, and our power carry into effe¢t. Nothing
can accomplifh the object of this claufe but an extin&ion of
the trade itfelf. ,
But, Sir, let us fee what was the motive for carrying on
the trade at all ? The preamble of the A& ftates it, ¢ Whereas
+ ¢ the trade to and from Africa is very advantag:ous to Great
 Britain, and neceffary for ibe fupplying the Flantations and
« Colonies thereunto belonging with a fufficient number of
s Negroes .at reafonable rates, and for that purpofe the faid
« trade thould be carried on,” &c. — Here then we fee what
the Parliament had in view when it pafied thisa& ; and I have -
¢learly fhewn that not one of the occafions on which it ground-
ed its proceedings now exifts. I may then plead, I think, the
- wery at itfelf as an argument for the Abolition. Ifitis thewn,
that inftead of being ¢ very advantageous,” to Great Britain,
this trade is the molt deftrutive that can well be imagined to
her interefts ; that it is the ruin of our feamen; that it ftops
the extenfion of our manufatures.—If it is proved in the
fecond place that it is not now neceflary for the ¢ fupplying
¢ our Plantations with Negroes ;”* if it is further eftablithed
that this traffick was from the very beginning contrary to the
firft principles of juftice, and confequently that a pledge for
its continuance, had onc been attempted to have been given,
muft have been completely and abfolutely void—where then
A\ N
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in this A& of Parliament is the contra& to be found, by which
Britain is bound, as the is faid to be, never to liften to her
own true interefts, and to the cries of the Natives of Africa?
Is it not clear that all argument, founded on the fuppofed

. pledged faith of Parliament, makes againft thofe who employ
it ? I refer you to the principles which obtain in other cafes.
Every Trade A&t fthews undoubtedly that the Legiflature is
ufed to pay a tender regard to all clafles of the community.
But if for the fake of moral duty, of national honour, or even
of great political advantage, it is thought right, by authority
of Parliament, to alter any long eftablifhed fyftem, Parliament
is competent to do it. The Legiflature wil undoubtedly be
careful to fubjet individuals to as little inconvenience as
poflible ; and if any peculiar hardfhip fhould arife, that can
be diftinétly ftated, and fairly pleaded, there will ever, I am
-fure, be a liberal feeling towards them in the Legiflature of
this . country, which is the guardian of all who live under its
prote&tion,  On the prefent occafion, the moft powerful
confiderations call upon us to Abolifh the Slave Trade ; and
if we refufe to attend to them on the alleged ground of
pledged faith and contra&, we fhall depart as widely from
the practice of Parliament, as from the path of moral duty.
If indeed there is any cafe of hardthip, which. comes within
the proper cognizance of Parliament, and calls for the exercife
of its liberality,—well ! But fuch a cafe muft be referved
for calm confideration, as a matter diftinét from the prefent
Yueftion. -

. I beg pardon for dwelling fo long on the argument of ex-
pediency, and on the anner in which it al%e&s the Weft
Indies. I have been carried away by my own Yeelings on

" fome of thefe points into a greater length than I intended,
efpecially confidering how fully the fubject has been already
argued.  The refult of all I have faid, is, that there exifts no |
impediment, no obftacle, no fhadow of reafonable objection
on the ground of pledged faith, or even on that of national
expediency, to the Abolition of this trade. On the contrary, all
the arguments drawn from thofe fources plead for it, and they
plead much more loudly, and much more ftrongly in every
part of the queftion, for an immediate, than for a gradual

Abolition.
Wk
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. But now, Sir, I come to Africa. That is the ground on
which I reft, and here it is that I fay my Right Honourable
Friends do not carry their principles to their full extent.—
‘Why ought the Slave I'rade to be abolithed ? BEcausE 1T
Is INCURABLE INJusTice. How much ftronger then is the

+ argument for immediate, than gradual abolition! By allowing -

it to continue even for one hour, do not my Right Honourable’

Friends weaken—do not they defert, their own argument of

its injuftice? If on the ground of injuftice it ought to be

abolithed a; laft, why ought it not now ! Why is injuftice
to be fuffered to remain for a fingle hour? From what I hear
without doors, it is evident that there is a general convittion
entertained of its being far from juft, and from that very con-
viétion . of its injuftice, fome men have been led, I fear, to
the fuppofition; that the Slave Trade never could have been
permitted to begin, but from fome ftrong and irrefiftible ne~
ceflity ; a neceffity, however, which if it was fancied to exift

_ at firft, I have fhewn cannot be thought by any man whatever
to exift now. This pplea of neceflity, thus prefumed, and
prefumed, as I fufped, from the circumftance of injuftice ~
itfelf, has caufed a fort of acquiefcence in the continuaace of
this evil. Men have been led to place it among the rank of
thofe neceffary evils, which are fuppofed to be tie lot of
human creatures, and to be permitted to fall upon fome coun-

" tries or individuals, rather than upon othérs, by that Being,
whofe ways are infcrutable to us, and whofe difpenfations, it
is conceived, we ought not to look into. The origin of evil
is indeed a fubject beyond the reach of human underftandings ;.
and the permiflion of it by the Supreme Being, is a fubject
into which it belongs not to us to inquire. But where the
evil in queftion is a moral evil which a man can fcrutinize,
and where that moral evil has its origin with ourfelves, let us
not imagine that we can clear our confciences by this general, .
not to fay irreligious and impious way of laying afide the quef-
tion. If wereflet at all on this fubjet, we muft fee that every
neceffary evil fuppofes that fome other and greater evil would
be incurred were it removed : I therefore defire to atk, what
can be that greater evil, which can be ftated to overbalance
the'one in queftion ?—7 know of no evil that ever has exifteds
nor can imasine any evil to exifty worfe than the tearing of

EIGHTY THOUSAND PERSONS annually from ther naw\)e&
, \andy
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land, by a combination of the moft civilized nations, in the
moft enlightened quarter of the globe; but more efpecially by
that nation, which calls berf"/elf the mof free and the moft happy
of ‘them all.  Even if thefe miferable beings were proved
guilty of every crime before you take them off, of which how-
ever not a fingle proof is adduced, ought we to take upon our-
felves the office of executioners? And even if we condefcend
fo far, ftill can we be juftified in taking them, unlefs we have
clear proof that they are criminals ?

But if we go much further,—if we ourfelves tempt them to
fell their fellow-creatures to us, we may reft affured, that they
will take care to provide by every method, bv kidnapping, by
village-breaking, by unjuft wars, by iniquitous condemna-
tions, by rendering Africa a fcene of bloodfhed and mifery, a
fupply of vi&tims increafing in proportion to our demand.—Can
we then hefitate in deciding whether the wars in Africa are
their wars or ours ! It was our arms in the River Cameroon
put into the hands of the Trader, that furnithed him with the
means of pufhing his trade; and I have no more doubt that
they are Britifh arms, put into the hands of Africans, which
promote univerfal war and defolation, than I can doubt thei
having done fo in that individual inftance. ) ‘

* I have fhewn how great is the enormity of this evil, even
“on the fuppofition that we take only conviéts and prifoners
of war. But take the fubjet in the other way; take it on
the grounds ftated by the Right Honourable Gentleman over
the way; and how does it ftand? Think of EIGHTY THOU-
sAND perfons carried away out of their country by we £now not
what means ! For crimes imputed! For light or inconfider- .
able faults! For debt perhaps ! For the crime of witchcraft!
Or a thoufand cther weak and fcandalous pretexts! ‘Befides
all the fraud and kidnapping, the villainies and perfidy, by
which the Slave Trade is fupplied. Reflet on thefe eighty
thoufand perfons thus annually taken off! There is {omething
in the horror of it, that furpaffes all the bounds of imagina-
tion. Admitting that there exifts in Africa fomething like
to Courts of Ju{%ice ; yet what an office of humiliation and
meannefs is it in us, to take upon ourlelves to carry into
execution the partial, the cruel, iriquitous fentences of fuch
Courts, as if we alfo were ftrangers 1o 2\ religion, and to
. the firft principles of juftice. But thet country, Wi \a\t,*
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has been in fome degree civilized, and civilized by us. Itis
faid they have gained fome knowledge of the principles of
juftice. What, Sir, have they gained principles of juftice
from us? Is their civilization brought about by us!!!—Yes,
we give them enough of our intercourfe to convey to them the
means, and to initiate them in the ftudy of mutual deftru&ion.
We give them juft enough of the forms of juftice to enable
them to add the pretext of legal trials to. their other modes of
perpetrating the moft atrocious iniquity. We give them
juft enough of European improvements, to enable them the
more effeCtually to turn Africa into a ravaged wildernefs.’
Some evidences fay, that the Africans are addi&ed to the
pra&tice of gambling; that they even fell their wives and
" children, and ultimately themfelves. Are thefe then the le-
gitimate fources of Slavery? Shall we pretend that we can
thus acquire an honeft right to exa& the labour of thele
people? Can we pretend that we have a right to carry away
to diftant regions, men of whom we know nothing by authen-
tic inquiry, and of whom there is every reafonable prefumption
to think, that thofe who fell them to us, have no right to do fo.
But the evil does not ftop here. I feel that there is not
time for me to make all the remarks which the fubje& de-
ferves, and I refrain from attempting to enumerate half the
dreadful confequences of this fyftem. Do you think nothing
of the ruin and the miferies in which fo many other indivi-
duals, ftill remaining in Africa, are involved in confequence
of carrying off fo many myriads of people? Do you think
nothing of their families which are left behind ? Of the con- .
ne&ions which are broken? Of the friendfhips, attachments,
and relationfhips that are burft afunder? Do you think no-
thing of the miferies in confequence, that are felt from gene- -
ration to generation?! Of the privation of that happinefs which
might be communicated to them by the introdution of civi-
lization, and of mental and moral improvement? A hap-
pinefs which you with-hold from them fo long as you permit
the Slave Trade to continue. What do you yet know of the
internal ftate of Africa? You have carrie! on a Trade to that .
quarter of the globe from this civilized and enlightened coun-
try ; but fuch a trade, that inftead of diffufing either knowledge
or wealth, it has been the check to every \audable puxtust.
Inftead of any fair interchange of commodities; nke2d K&
‘ CONNTIWE
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conveying to them from this highly favoured land, any means
of improvement, you carry with you that noxious plant by
which every thing is withered and biafted; under whofe
fhade nothing that is ufeful or profitable to Africa will ever
flourith or take root. Long as that tontinent has been
known to navigators, the extreme line and boundaries of its:
coafts is all with which Europe is yet become acquainted;

while other countries in the fame parallel of latitude through
a happier fyltem of intercourfe have reaped the bleflings of a
mutually beneficial commerce. But as to the whole interior
of that Continent you are, by your own principles of com-
merce, as yet entirely fhut out: Africa is known to you

only in its fkirts. . Yet even there you are able to infufe a

poifon that fpreads its contagious effets from one end of
it to the other, which penetrates to its very centre, corrupt--
ing every-part to which it reaches. You there fubvert the
whole order of nature; you aggravate every natural barbari-

ty, and furnith to every man living on that Continent, mo-
tives for committing, under the name and pretext of Com-

-merce, afts of perpetual violence and perfidy againft his

i

neighbour. S o

Thus, Sir, has the perverfion of Britifh commerce carried
mifery inftead of happinefs to one whole quarter of the globe.
Falfe to the very principles of trade, mifguided in our palicy,
and unmindful of our duty, what “aftonithing—I had almoft
faid, what irreparable mifchief, have we brought upon that
Continent ! I would apply this thought to the prefent
queftion —How fhall we ever repair this mifchief? How fhall
we hope to obtain, if it be poffible, forgivenefs from Heiven
for thofe enormous evils we have committed, if we refufe to
make ufe of thofe méans which the mercy of Providence hath
fill referved to us for wiping away the guilt and fhame with
which we are now covered. If we refufe even this degree of
compenfation, if knowing the miferies we have caufed, we
refufe even now to put a ftop to them, how greatly aggravated
will be the guilt of Great Britain ! and what a blot will the
hiftory of thefe tranfattions for ever be in the hiftory of this
country ! Shall we then DELAY to repair thefe- injuries, and
to begin rendering this juftice to Africa? Shall we not count
the days and hours that are fuffered to intervene and to delay

the accomplifhment of fuch a work ! Reflet what an imrr{)ex;g::
’ 0 oj t
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object is before you —what an object for a-nation to have in
view, and to have a profpe&, under the favour of Providence,
of being now permitted to attain! I think the Houfe will
agree with me in cherithing the ardent wifh to enter without
delay, upon the meafures neceffary for thefe great ends; and
I am fure that the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade
is the firft, the principal, the moft indifpenfable a& of policy,
of duty, and of juftice, that the Legiflature of this country .
has to take, if it is indeed their wifh to fecure thofe important
ebjects to which I have alluded, and ‘which we are bound te
purfue by the moft {olemn obligations: .
There is, however, one argument fet up as an univerfal
anfwer to every thing that can be urged on our fide; whe-
ther ‘we addrefs ourfelves to Gentlemens underftandings, or
to their-hearts and confciences. It is neceflary I fhould re-
move this formidable objection; for though not often ftated"
in diftin& terms, - I fear it is one which has a very wide in-
fluence. The Slave Trade fyftem, it is fuppofed, has taken
fo decp root in Africa, that it is abfurd to think of its being.
eradicated ; and ti:e Abolition of that fhare of trade carried.
on by Great Britain (and efpecially if her example is not fol-
lowed by other powers) is likely to be of very little fervice.
Give me leave to fay in anfwzr to fo dangerous an argu- -
ment, that we ou-ht to be extremely fure indeed of the af-
fumption on which it refts, before we venture to rely on its
- validity ; before we decide that an evil which we ourfelves
contribute to inflit is incurable, and on that very plea, re- -
fufe to defift from bearing our part in the {yftem which pro-
ducesit. You are not {ure, it is faid, that other nations will
give up the trade, if you fhould renounce it. 1 anfwer, if
this trade is 2s criminal as it is afferted to be, or if it has in
it a thoufandth part of the criminality, which I, and others,
after thorough inveftigation of the fubje@, charge upon it;
GOD forbid that we fhould Iefitate in determining to relin- .
_ quifh fo iniquitous a traffic; even though it fhould be re~
" tained by other countries, GOD forbid, however, that we
fhould fail to do our utmoft towards inducing other countries
to abandon a bloody commerce which they have probabl
been in good meafure led by our example to purfue. GO[;
forbid that we fhould be capable of withing to arrogate'te
ourfelves the glory of being fingular in renouncing it ! \
B € XX\
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I tremble at the thought of Gentlemens indulging tlem-
felves in this argument (an argument as pernicious as it is fu--
tile) which I am combating. « We are, friends,” fay they,
« to humanity. We are fecond to none of you in our zeal for
« the good of Africa,—but the French will not abolith,—the
« Dutch will not abolith. *We wait therefore on prudential
« principles till they join us, or fet us an example.”

How, Sir! Is this enormous evil ever to be eradicated,
if every nation is thus prudentially to wait till the concurrence
of all the world fhall have been obtained ?—Let me remark
too, that there isno nation in Europe that has, on the one hand,
plunged fo deeply into this guilt as Britin; or that is fo
likely, on the other, to be looked up to as an example, if the
thould have the manlinefs to be the firft in decidedly renouncing
i. But, Sir, does not this argument apply a thoufand times
more ftrongly in a contrary way ! How much more juftly ma
other nations point to s, and fay, “ Why fhould we abolilz
« the Slave Trade, when Great Britain has not abolithed ?—
¢ Britain, free as fhe is, juft and honourable as the is, and
« deeply alfo involved as the is in this commerce above all
¢ nations, not only has not abolithed, but has rcfufed to
€ abolifh.—She has inveftigated it well ;. the has gained the
¢« completeft infight into its nature and effets ; fhe his col-
« leGted volumes of evidence on every branch of the fubject.
¢ Her Senate has deliberated —has deliberated again and
¢ again—and what is the refult ? She has gravely and folemnly
« determined to fanétion the Slave Trade. She fan&ions it at
€ leaft for a while—her Legiflature therefore, it is plain, fees
« no guiltin it, and has thus furnifhed us with the ftrongeft
¢ evidence that the can furnith,—of the juftice unqueftionably,
¢ —and of the policy alfo, in a certain meafure and in certain
« cafes at leat, of permitting this traffick to continue.”

This, Sir, is the argument with which we furnith the
other Nations of Europe, if We again refufe to put an end
to the Slave Trade. Inftead therefore of imagining, that by
chufing to prefume .on their continuing it, we Fhall have
exempted ourfelves from guilt, and have transferred the whole
criminality to them; let us rather reflett that on the very
principle urged againft us, we fhall henceforth have to an-
fwer for the:r crimes, as well as our own. 'We have ftrong

Fealons to belicve that it depends upon us, whether other
. o ‘ oSN
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cotintries will perfift in this bloody trade of got. Already
we have fufferéd one yéar to pafs away; and naw thiat the
quettion is renewed, a propofition is mide for gradual, witl
the view of preventing tmmediate abolition: I know the
difficulty that exifts in attempting to reform long-efiablithed
abufes ; and I know the danger arifing from the argument ip
favour of delay, in the cale of evils which neverthelefs are
thought too enormous to be born¢, when confidered as per:
petual. But by propofing fome other period than the pre-
fent, by prefcribing fome condition, waiting for fomeé
contingency, or by refufing to procéed till a thoufand far
vourable circumftances unite together ; perhaps until we
obtain the general concurrence o% Europe ; (a concurrence
which I believe never yet took place at the commencement
of any one improvement in policy or in morals) year after
wr efcapes, and the moft enormous evils go uarédrefled, -

e fee this abundantly exemplified, not only in public, but
in private life. Similar obfervations have been oftén applied
to the cafe of perfonal reformation. If you go into the ftreet
itisa chance but the firft' perfon who crofles you is one,
« Vivendi re@e qui prorogat horam.” We may walt ; we
may delay to croPs the ftream before us, till it has run down 3
but we thall wait for ever, for the river will ftil] flow on,
without being exhaufted. We fhall be no nearer the objeG
which we profefs to have in view, fo long as the ftep, which
alone can bring us to it, is not taken. Until the attual, the
only remedy is applied, we ought neither to flatter ourfelves
that_ we have as yet thoroughly laid to heart the evil we
affet to deplore ; nor that there is as yet any reafonable
aflyrance, of its being brought to an a&uaietennn.nation. .

It has alfo been occafionally urged, that there is fomeﬂﬁg
in the difpofition and nature of the Africans themfelves, whick
renders all profped of civilization on that continent extremely
uopromifing. ¢ It has been known” (fays Mr. Frazer, in
his evidence) <¢ that a.boy has been put to deathy who was,
refufed to be purchafed as a flave.” This fingle flory was
deemed by that Gentleman a fufficient proof of the barbarity
of the Africans, and of the iqutility of ‘abolifhing the Slave
Trade. . My Honourable Friend, however, has told you, -
that this boy had previoufly run'away from his mafter Yntes.
fevers times; that the mafter had to pay s value '&QQQX&\“%
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to the cuftom of his country, every time he was brought
back; and that partly from anger at the boy for running
. ..away fo frequently, and partly to prevent: a ftill further re-
- petition of the fame expenfe, he determined to put him to
- death.—Such was the explanation of the ftory given in-the
crofs examination. . This, Sir, is the fignal inftance that has
been dwelt upon of African barbarity— This African, we ad-
mit, was unenlightened, and altogether barbarous : but let us
now afk what would a civilized and enlightened Wefl Indian, ot
.a body of Weft Indians, have done in any cafe of a parallel
nature }—I will quote you, Sir, a law, pafled in the Weft
-Indies, in the year 1722, which, in turning over the book I
happened juft now to caft my eye upon; by which law, this
very fame crime of running away, is, by the legiflature of the
ifland—by the grave and deliberate fentence of that enlighten-
ed legiflature, punifbed with death: and this, not in the cafe
only, of the third offence, but even in the very fir# inftance.
It is ena@ed ¢ that if any Negro, or other flave fhall with-
« draw himfelf from his mafter, for the term of fix months;
« or any flave that was abfent, thall not return within that time,
<« it fhall be adjudged felony, and every fuch perfon fhall fuffer
& death.”” There is alfo another Weift Indian law, by which
every Negro’s hand is armed againft his fellow-negroes, by his
being authorized to kill a runaway Slave, and even having
a reward held out to him for doing fo. Let the Houfe now
contraft the two cafes. Let them afk themfelves which of
the two exhibits the greater barbarity !—Let them refle&,
- with a little candor and liberality, whether on the ground of
any of thofe fadts, and loofe infinuations as to the facrifices
to be met with in the evidence, they can poffibly reconcile
to themfelves the excluding of Africa from all means of civi-
lization ? Whether they can poffibly vote for the continuance
of the Slave Trade upon the principle, that the Africans have -
thewn themfelves to be a race of incorrigible parbarians 2,

I hope, therefore, we fhall héar no more of the'moral jm-
poflibility of civilizing the Africans, nor have our under-
ftandings and confcliences again infulted, by being called upon te
fan&ion the Slave Trade, until other nations fhall have fet
the example of abolifhing it. While we have been deliberat-
ing upon the fubjet, ohe nation, not -ordinarily taking the

. ~.dead in politics, nor by any means remarkalile fot e \gﬁm\fs

- . - .
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of its councils, has determined on a gradual Abolition; a
determination, indeed, which, fince it permits for a time
the exiftence of the Slave Trade, would be an unfortunate
pattern for our imitation. France, it is faid, will take up the
T'rade, if we relinquith it. What? Is it fuppofed that in the
prefent fituation of St. Domingo, of an Ifland which ufed ta
take three-fourths of all the Slaves required by the Colonies
of France, fhe, of all countries, will think of taking it up?
- What countries remain? The Portuguefe, the Dutch, and the
Spaniards. Of thofe countries let me declare it is my opinion,
that if they fee us renounce the Trade, after full deliberation,
they will not be difpofed, even on principles of policy, to rufh
further into it.—But I fay more: How are they to furnifh the
Capitedl neceflary for carrying it on? If there is any aggrava.
tion of our guilt, in this wretched bufinefs, greater than
another, it is that we have flogped to be the carriers of thefe
miferable beings from Africa to the Weft Indies for all the
other powers of Europe. And now, Sir, if we retire from
the Trade altogether, I afk, Where is that fund which is to
be raifed at once by other nations, equal to the purchafe of 30
er 40,000 Slaves? A fund, which if we rate them at 401,
.or_50l. each, cannot make a capital of lefs than a million and
a half, or two millions of money. From what branch of
their commerce is it that thefe Eyuropean ‘natjons will draw
together a fund to feed this monfler ?—T o keep alive this deteflable
commerce >—And even if they thould make the attempt, will
not that immenfe Chafm, which muft inftantly be created in
the other parts of their trade, from which this vaft capital muft
be withdrawn in order to fupply the Slave Trade, be filled
up by yourfelves ?—Will not thefe branches of commerce
. which they muft leave, and from which they muft withdraw
their induftry and their capitals, in order to apply them to the
Slave Trade, be then taken up by Britith merchants ?—Will
you not even in this cafe, find your capital flow into thefe
deferted channels ?—Will not your capital be turned from the
Slave Trade to that natural and innocent commerce from which,
they muft withdraw their capitils in proportion as they take up
the traffick in the fleth and blood of their fellow-creatures ?

The Committee fees, T truft, how little ground of objec<
tion to our prepofition there is in this part of our advertasiea
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- Haying now detained the Houfe fo long, all that I will
further add, fhall be on that important fubje&, the civia
ization of Africa, which I have already fhewn that I cop-
fider as the leading feature in this queftion, - Grieved am I
to think that there fhould be a fingle ‘perfon in this coun-
try, much more that there fhould be a fingle member in
the Britifh Parliament, who can look on the prefent dark
uncultivated and uncivilized ftate of that continent, as a
round for cantinuirig the Slave Trade,—as a ground not
only for refufing ta attempt the improvement of ﬁfrica, but
even for hindering and intercepting every ray of light which
might otherwifc break in upon her,~as a ground far re-
fuhgng to her the common chance and the gommen means,
with which other nations have been blefled, of emerging from
their nativé barbarifm, _ 7
" Here, as in every other branch of this extenfive queftion,
the argument of oyr adverfaries pleads againft them; for,
furely, Sit, the prefent deplorable ftate of Africa, efpecially
twhen we refleét that her chief calamities are to be aferibed
to us, calls for our generous aid, rather than juftifies any
flefpair on our part of her recovery, and ftill fcfs any fur-
ther repetition of our injuries.
. I will not miich longer fatigue the attention of the Houfe;
but this poirit has imprefled itfelf fo deeply on my mind, that i
muft trouble the Committee with a few additional obfervations.
Are we juﬁiﬁed,' I afk, on any one ground of theory, or
by any one inftance to be found in the hiftory of the world,
from its very beginning to this day, in forming the fuppo-
fition which I am now combating ? ‘Are we juftified in fup-
pofing that the particylar pradtice which we encourage in
Affica, of men’s felling each other for flaves, is any fymptom
of a barbarifm that is incurable ? Are we juftified in fup-
pofing that even the praltice of offering up human facrifices
'Eroves a total incapacity for civilization? I believe it will
e found (and perhaps much more generally than is fup-
pofed) that both the trade in flaves, and the fill more fa-’
vage cuftom of offering human facrifices, obtained in former
periods, throughout many of thofe nations which now, by
the bl'eﬁings of ‘Providence, and by a long progreflion of im-
provements, arc advanced the fartheft in civilization, 1 be-
_ dieve, Sir, that, if we will reflet an wltany, we Sl 5‘\'\&“
. A QA
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that this obfcrvation conies dire@ly home to our own felvery,
and that, on'the fame ground on which we now are difpofed
to profcribe Africa for ever, from all pofiibility of improve-
“ment,. we ousfeves might, in like manner, have been pro-
fcribed and for ever fhut out from all the bleflings which we
now enjoy. : '
- There was a time, Sir, which it may be fit fometimes to
revive in the remembrance of our countrymen, when even
human facrifices are faid to have been offered in this ifland.
But I .would peculiarly obferve on this day, for'it is a cafe
. precidely.in point, that the very practice of the Slave Trade
< ence prevarled among us.  Slaves, as we may read in Henry's
Hiftory of Great Britain, were formerly an e¢/fablifbed article of
. OUR exports. “ Great numbers,” he fays, *“ were exported like
% cattle, from the Britifh coaft, and were to be feen expofed
¢ for fale in the Roman market.”” It does not diftin&tly ap.
pear, by what means they were procured; but there was un«
queftionably no fmall refemblance, in this particular point, be-
tween the cafe of our anceflors and that of the prefent wrétched
natives of Africa—for the hiftorian tells you that ¢“adultery,
¢ witcheraft and debt were probably fome of the chief fources
¢ of fupplying the Roman market with Britifh Slaves—thag
¢ prifoners taken in war were added to the number—and that
¢¢ there mjght be among them fome unfortunate gameflers
& who, after having loft all their goods, at length ftaked
¢« themfelves, their wives, and their children.”” Every one of
thefe fources of flavery has been ftated, and almoft precifely
in the fame terms, to be at this hour a fource of flavery in
Africa. And thefe circumftances, Sir, with a folitary inftance
or two of human facrifices,. furnith the alleged proofs, that
Africa labours under a natural incapacity tor civilization;
that jt is enthufia(m and fanaticifm to think that fhe can ever
enjoy the knowledge and. the morals of Europe ; that Provi-
dence never intended her to rife abave a ftate of barbarifm ;
that Providence has irrevocably doomed her to be only a nurfer
" for Slaves for us free and cjviﬁzcd Europeans.  Allow of thig
principle, as applied to Africa, and I thould be glad to know
why it might not alfo have been applied to ancient and pnciyie
lized Britain, Why might not fome Roman Senator, reafoning,
on the principles of fome Honouraljle Gentlemen, aed pows~
ing to Britgfp Barbarians, have predifhed with cand ‘0:““\ :

(AY 3
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& There is a'people that will never rife to civilization—=ther2
% is a people deftined never to be free—a people without the
* underftanding neceflary for the attainment of ufeful arts;
% deprefled by the hand of nature below the level of the
& human fpecies ; and created to form a fupply of Slaves for
“ the reft of the world.” Might not this have been faid,
according to the principles, which we now hear ftated in all
. refpecs as fairly and as truly of Britain herfelf, at that period
of her hiftory, as it can now be faid by us of the inhabitants
of Africa? )
" We, Sir, have long fince emerged from barbarifm<—we have
almoft forgotten that we were once barbarians—we are now
raifed to a fituation which exhibits a ftriking contraft to every
circumf{tance, by which 2 Roman might have chara&erized us,
and by which we now characterize Africa. - There is indeed
ene thing wanting to complete the contraft, and to clear us -
altogether from the imputation of alting even to this hour as
Barbarians ; for. we continue to this hour a barbarous traf-
fick in Slaves: we continue it even yet in fpite of all our
great and undeniable pretenfions to civilization. We were
once as obfcure among the nations of the earth, as favage
in our manners, as debafed in our morals, as degraded in
obr underftandings, as thefe unhappy Africans are at pre-
fent. But in the lapfe of a2 long feries of years, by a pro-
greflion flow, and for a time, almoft imperceptible, we
have become rich in a variety of acquirements, favoured
above meafure in the gifts of Providence, unrivalled in com -
merce, pre-eminent in arts, foremoft in the purfuits of phi-
lofoph ‘an_d_ fcience, and eftablithed in all the bTéﬂings of
civil focrety: We are in the poffeflion of peace, “of happinefs,
and ‘of liberty ; we are under the guidarice ‘of ‘a mild and be-
neficent religion ; and we are proteted by impartial laws, and
the pureft adminiftration of juftice : we-are living under a
fyftem ot government, which our own happy experience leads
us to pronounce, the beft and wifeft which has ever yet been
framed; a fyftem -which has become the admiration of the
- world. From all thefe bleflings, we muft for ever have been
fhut outy had there been- any truth in thofe principles which
fome Gentlemen have not hefitated to lay down as applicable
to the cate of Africa.—Had thofe principles: beesn true; we
ourklves had languiled to this hour in that miferadble fare &
. ‘ JCARN (AT
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ignorance, brutality, and degradation, in-which hiftory proves
our anceftors to have been immerfed. Had other nations
adopted thefe principles in their conduct towards us ; had other

. nations applied to Great Britain the reafoning which fome of
the Senators of this very Ifland now apply ta Africa,—ages
might have paffed without our emerging from barbari{m ; and® -
we who are enjoying the bleflings of Britifh civilization, of
Britith laws, and ﬁritiﬂ} liberty, might, at this hour, have
been little fuperior, either in morals, in knowledge, or re-
finement, to the rude inhabitants of the Coaft of Guinea.

If then we feel that this perpetual confinement in the fetters.
of brutal ignorance, would have been the greateft calamity
which could have befallen us; if we view with gratitude and -
exultation the contraft between the peculiar bleflings we enjoy,
and the wretchednefs of the ancient inhabitants o% Britain,—
if we fhudder to think of the mifery which would ill have -
overwhelmed us, had Great Britain continued to the prefent
times to be the mart for Slaves to the more civilized nations
of the world, through fome cruel policy of theirs, GOD fqr+
bid that we fhould any longer fubjet Africa to the fame dread-
ful fcourge, and preclude the light of knowledge, which has
* reached egery other quarter of the globe, from having ac-
cefs to her coafts. . ’ :

I truft we fhall no longer. continue this commerce, to the
deftru&tion of every improvement on that wide Continent; and
Jhall not confider ourfelves as conferring too great a boon, in -
reftoring its inhabitants to the rank of human beings. I truft
we fhall not think ourfelves too liberal, if, by Abolithing the
Slave Trade, ‘we give them the fame common chance of
civilization with other parts of the world, and that we fhall now-
allow to Africa the opportunity—the hope —the profpe® of
attaining to the fame bleflings which we ourfelves, through the -
favourable difpenfations of Divine Providence, have been per-
mitted, at a much more early period, to enjoy. . If we liften
to the voice of reafon and duty, and purfue this night the line
of condu¢t which they prefcribe, fome of us may live to fee -
a reverfe of that picture, from which we now turn our eyes
with fhame and regret. We may live to behold the Natives of
Africa, engaged in the calm occupations of induftry, in the pur-
{uits of a ju@ 2ng legitimate commierce. W& miy behad e
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vhich ot fome happy period in fill later times may blaze with
€ull luftre; and joining their influence to that of pure res
ligion, may illuminate and invigorate the moft diftant ex-
tremities of that immenfe continent. Then may we hope
that even Africa (though laft of all the quarters of the globe)
fhall enjoy at length in the evening of her days, thofc blef-
fings which have defcénded fo plentifully upon us in a much
earlter pcriod of the world. Then alfo will Europe, partici-
pating in her improvement and profperity, receive an amnple
recompenfe for the tardy kindnefs, (if kindnefs it can be
called) of no longer bindering that continent from extricating
Berfelf out of the darknefs whi ich, in other more fortunate
fegions, has been fo much more fpeedily difpelled.

< Nos primus equis oricns afflavit anbelis ;
Hllse fera rubens accendit Iumma vefper. .

Then, Sir, may beapplied to Afnca, thofe words ongmally
ufed indeed with a diffcrent view :

KHis demum exaclis
Devenere locos lactos, et amaena vireta : .
Fortunatorum nemsrum, fedifque beatas ;. .
Largior hic campos Etlur it lumine veftit -

Purpuru.

————

It is in this view, Sn' —it is an atonement far.our long and
cruel injuflice towards Afnca, that the meafure propofed by
my Honourable Friend moft forcibly recommends itfelf to my
mind. The great and happy change to be expe@ed in the
Atate of her inhabitanrs,: is of all the various and important
benefits of the Abohtmn, in my eﬁlmanon, mcomparably the
moft extenfive and important. .

I fhull vege, Sir, againft the adjoummentz and I*ﬂmﬂ alfo
oppofe to thre utmoft every propofition, which in any Way may
tend either to-prevent, or even to poftpone for an hour, the
total ﬁ'bollt?qn &f the‘Shave T'rade: -a meafure which, -on- all
the various ‘groumds which Ihave ftated, we are Hound, by
the mdﬁ gr md indifpeniable duty, to adopt.

¢
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" .81k WiLLtam Dorsewn, Chairman of the Committee,

then faid, that the Motion originally made, was, ¢ That it is

« the opinion of this Committee, that the Trade carried on by

¢ Britith fubjes for the purpofe of gbtaining Slaves on the

- ¢¢ Coaft of Africa’ ought to be abolifhed:”” fince which it

had been moved, that the word, ¢ gradually,”> fhould be in-

ferted after the words, ¢ ought to be,”” and before the wordy

¢ abolifhed ;> and that fince moving the above amendment,

a motipn had been made for the Chairman now to leave the

. Chair. The queftion which he had to put therefore, was,

% That the Chairman fhould now leave the Chair.,” On
which the Committee having divided,

The Ayes were - - - - - 87
Noes - = - = - = = - 234

Majority againft Mr. Jenkinfon’s Motion, that
~ the Chairman thould leave the Chair, -« 14%

Sir Wirriam DoLBrn then put tlje Queftion, that the
word, ¢ gradually,” thould be inferted in Mr. Wilberforce’s,
Motion. The Committee having divided,

The Ayes, (for inferting the word :
¢« gradually,”) were - - - 193
The Noes, (againft agrecing that the Abo-
lition fhould be gradual) were 125

Majority in favour of gradual Abolition, rather '
than an immédiate one, - - - - - 68

The CHAIRMAN then put the amended Queftion, viz.
¢ That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the Tradé
¢ carried on by Britith Subje&s for the purpofe of obtaining
« Slaves on the Coaft of Africa, ought to be gradually
« abolifhed.” The Committee having divided, s -

The Ajes (for a pradual Abolition,) were” - 230 -
The Noes (againft any Abolition,) were .- - 85
‘Majority for agreeing to a gradual Aboliion, - &S
' o
M :
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The Houfe having on the 25th of April refolved itfelf in-
to the fame Committec, S1r ViLt1am DoLBEN being in
the Chair, the Right Honourable Mr. Dunpas moved,
¢ That it fhall 1ot ‘e lawful to import any African Ne-
« groes into any . ritith Colonies or Plantations, in Ships
« owned or naviga ed by Britith bubjeéts, at any time after
¢ the Firft Day of January, 1800.”

Upon which Loxp MorNINGTON moved, as an Amend-
ment, that the vear ¢ 1793,” be fubftituted in the place of
the year ¢ 18 0.”

After a long debate, the Committee having divided, the

Ayes in favour of Lord Mornington’s amendment were, 1c9

Noes, - - = - - - - - - - - = . 158
Majorify againft abolithing the Slave Trade

on January 1, 1793, - - - - - - 49

! | —

On the 28th of April, the Houfe having again refolved
itfelf into the fame Committee, Mr. BEAUFOY being in the
Chair, the Right Honourable Mr. DuNpAs again moved,
¢« That it fhall not be lawful to import any African Negroes
« into any Britith Colonies or Plantations, in Ships owned
“ or navigated by Britifh Subjeéls, at any time after the
¢« Firft Day of January, 1800.”

Upon which Lord Mornington moved as an amendment,
That the year “ 1795 be fubftituted in the place of the
year 1800. :

The Comnmittee, after a long debate having divided, the

Ayes, in favour of Lord Mornington’s amendment, were 121
Noes, = = = = = - = - = = - o - .« 161

—

Majority againft abolithing the Slave Trade
inthe year 1795, - - - - - - 40

RS\ 8
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$1r Epwarp KNATCHBULL then moved, that the year

« 1796, fhould be fubftituted in the place of the year
¢« 3800.” ‘

The Committee having divided, the

Ayes, in favour of Sir E. Knatchbull’s amendment, were st
Noes - - - -

TS ¥ *
—_—
* Majority in favour of Sir E. Knatchbull’s amend-
ment for abolifhing the Slave Trade on the ,
Firft of January, 1796, - = - = .- - - 19
. -—
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