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*^ Of all the life of the Czar, his early years

are thofe concerning which we have the leaft

light. I am indebted to a learned perfon, of a

celebrated German Univerfity, for thofe which I

have had myfelf. He had the kindnefs to lend

me a Latin relation of the EmbafTy which the

Emperor Leopold fent into Mufcovy in the

perfon of M. de Guarient. The Secretary of

that EmbafTy, on his rsturn to Germany, pub-

lifhed a book, which he had printed at his own

expenfe, and which he dedicated to Count de

Kaunitz, Vice-Chancellor of the Empire. 'That

work has become very rare, and I cannot tell what

a help it has been to me for the early years of

Peter the Great, being full of Anecdotes

WHICH ARE NOT TO BE FOUND ANYWHERE

ELSE."*

* " De toute la vie du Czar les premieres annees font celles

fui- quoi on a le nioins de hiniieies. Je luis ledevable a un
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Thus in his preface fpeaks a biographer of

Czar Peter I., writing within fifteen years after

that fovereign's death, under the patronage of

Count Bruhl, Prime Minifter of Auguftus III.,

King of Poland, and Eledtor of Saxony : fo

valuable as a hiftorlcal fource, and fuch ajiterary

rarity had the Diary, now for the firft time

tranflated, become within forty years after its

publication.

To its importance and its extreme fcarcity we

have alfo among other witnefies a diftinguifhed

Ruffian Javant of the prefent day, Friedrich von

Adelung. After having been employed by the

Ruffian Government to colled, in various libra-

ries and archives throughout Europe, materials

favant d'une celebre Unlverfite d'Allemagne de celles qui j'ai

cues moi-meme, II a bien voulu me communiquer une Relation

Latine de rAmbaflade que I'Empereur Leopold envoya en

Mofcovie dans la perfonne de Mr. de Guarient. Le fecretaiie

de cette Ambaffade etant de retouv en Allemagne donna un

llvre au public qu'il fit imprimer a fes depens, et qu'il dedia an

Comte de Kaunitz, Vice-Chancelier de I'Empire. Get ouvrage

eft devenu fort rare, et je ne faurois dire de quel fecours il m'a

ete pour les premieres annees de Pierre le Grand, etant rempli

de quantite d'anecdotes qu'on ne trouvera point ailleurs."—Vie

de Pierre I. furnomme le Grand, Empereur de Ruflie, &c.,

dediee au Comte Briihl, premier miniftre du Roi de Pologrte.

4 vols. i2mo, Amftcrdam and Leipfic, a.d. 174a.
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conneded with the hiftory of RufTm, Von

Adelung drew up a critical and literary review

of all travellers in Ruffian from the earlieft

period down to the year 1700, whofe narratives

are known, a work in two volumes oc5lavo, pub-

lifhed fimultaneoufly in St. Peterfburg and

Lelpfic in 1846, which won the great Demi-

doff prize.* After noticing the envoy, Ignaz

Chriftoph Edler Herr von Guarient und Rail,

whom he charadlerifes as a diftinguilhed Statef-

man {ein aufgezeichneter Staat/mann), and of

whofe official reports to the Imperial Govern-

ment, during the period of this miffion in

RufTia, Von Adelung appears to have obtained

copies from the Archives in Vienna, he pro-

ceeds in the following terms to give an

account of Korb and this Diary which he

has left :

—

" Johann-Georg Korbf accompanied the

* Kritifch-Litterailfche UebeiTicht der Reifenden in Ruflland

bis 1700, deren Beiichtc bekannt find, von Friedrich von

Adelung, Ehrenmitglied der Kaiferlichen Academic der Wif-

ienfchaften zu St. Peterfburgh, der Univerfitaten zu Mofkau,

Charkow, and Kafan, &c., &c., &c. (Eines groflen Demidow-
fchen Preifes gewiirdigt.) St. Peterfburgh and Leipfic, 1846.

z vols, in 8vo.

•f
Information about Korb may be found alfo in Etckmann's
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above-mentioned' Ignaz-Chriftoph von Guarient

und Rail, as Secretary of his Legation to Ruffia.

Kerb has left us a work of the greateft valuer and

excejjively rare^ which bears the title* :
—

'DiARIUM ITINERIS IN MOSCOVIAM PERILLUSTRIS AC MAG-

NiFici Domini Ignatii Christophori nobilis Domini

DE Guarient et Rall Sacri Romani Imperii et

Regni Hungari^ Equitis Sacr^ C^esare^ Majes-

TATis Consiliarii Aulico-Bellici, ab Augustissimo

et Invictissimo Romanorum Imperatore Leopoldo

I., ad Serenissimum AC Potentissimum Tzarum et

Magnum Moscovi^ Ducem Petrum Alexowicium

anno MDCXCVIII., Ablegati Extraordinarii de-

scriptum a Joanne Georgio Kore, p.t., Secretarto

Ablegationis CjESare^, Accessit redditus Suje

TzARE^ MaJESTATIS a PROVINCIIS EUROPiEIS AI>

PROPRios limites, periculos^ Rebelx-ionis Stre-

LITZIORUM, et LAT-S: IN EOSDEM SENTENTI^ CUM SUB-

SECUTA SANGUINEA EXECUTIONE, NECNON PRiECIPUA-

RUM MOSCOVIiE RERUM COMPENDIOSA ET ACCURATA

DEscRiPTio. Cum privilegio Sacrje C^sare^s; Ma-
jESTATis. Vienna Austria. Typis LeopoldiVoigt^

Universitat. Typog.'

" Both the title-page and the author's dedica-

tion to Count von Kaunitz are undated ; but as

Lit. der Aeltern Reiftn, T. II., p. 377 ctfcq.j and in Berge-

mann's Peter der Groffc ah Menfcli und Regent. Mittau^

1823— 1830. 8vo. torn. i. 360.

* " Wir befitzcn von Korb ein hochjl fchdtzhares und uberaus

feltejies /^^r^, das den Titel fi'ihrt : Diarium itineris," &c.

{^o. Adelung, Kritifch litterdrifche-Veberficht der Keifenden in

RuJJland, Sic, vol. ii.)
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the Imperial licence to print b'ears date the 8th

of Odober, 1700, we may conclude that Korb's

narrative appeared in that or, at lateft, in the

following year.

'^ Doubts have been not unfrequently ex-

prefTed whether Korb was the real compiler of

the Diarium, and conjedlures made that the

Envoy himfelf wrote it, and that Korb's mere

name was prefixed to it.* But there are many

good reafons for concluding that Korb was really

the compiler.

^' The fcarcenefs of this work is commonly

explained by the circumftance of Peter the Great's

having had his difpleafure at it exprefTed to the

Court of Vienna, efpecially on account of the

circumftantial information about the tragic exe-

cution of the Strelitz, and that that Court allowed

the unfold copies to be deftroyed."

So far Von Adelung with reference to the

fcarcity of the Diarium : in hunting up and

* See Beckmann's Lit. d. Aeltern Reiffen, torn. ii. 377 et seq.

Alfo Schmeizeli Orat. de titulo Imperatoris quern Czaarus

Rufforum fibi dari prastendit, 57. Aretin's Beitriige zur

Gefchichte der Literatur. 1804, Januar, 62. Meiner's Ver-

gleichung des altern und neurn Rufllands, &c., torn. i. 32,

Ebert's Bibliogr. Lexikon, torn, i, 947, u. a, 111.
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deftroying ftray copies, of which the moft perfe-

vering efforts muft have been, employed by the

agents of Peter abroad, for only two copies are

believed to exifi at prefent in Germany—one in

the Imperial Library in Vienna^ and the other in

the Public Library at Wolfenbiittelj where it is

efteemed Juch a curiofity as to he shown under

glafs. The Britifh Mufeum poffeffes a copy.

Four or five other copies are extant in public

or private colledlions.

Some few fummers ago the tranflator hap-

pened to pafs a villeggiatura at Frafcati, in the

neighbourhood of Rome, a folitary bird of paf-

fage left behind after the feafon of the great

flight northwards. Henry, Cardinal of York,

the lafl; Prince of the Royal Stuarts, who had

ftruck medals upon Charles Edward's death with

the Royal titles of " Henry IX., by the Grace

of God, but not by the will of men. King of

England, France, Scotland, and Ireland, Defender

of the Faith," was at one time Bifhop of Fraf-

cati, and Frafcati was his favourite refidence

even after he was tranflated to another fee.

At his death he bequeathed his library to the

College in that town, diredling that it fhould
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be always acceflible to the public for ftudy.

Attradled by its connexion with the laft of that

Royal race, the translator obtained accefs to Its

/helves. The fultry heat of a Roman fummer

rendered out-of-door excurfions in that beauti-

ful neighbourhood impoffible, except in the early

morning and in the evenings. Much of his

time was fpent, in confequence, in poring over

the dufty tomes in the Stuart Library. There

he difcovered a copy of this rare and curious

Diary ; and there, feated day after day in the

identical arm-chair in which—fo fald the living

local tradition—fifty years previously, the crown-

lefs heir of three kingdoms was wont to fit and

read, the tranflation was undertaken and half

accompllfhed. The reft was completed in the

autumn of the following year in Vienna.

This was at the time of the Crimean war, when

the weftern nations for the firft time in hiftory were

allied in a great flruggle with that coloffal empire

of which, when our Diarift was noting down

his daily adions and behaviour, Czar Peter was

reforming the organization, aroufing and ftimu-

latlng the latent and lazy energies, awakening

the dormant and fubtle Intelled, and laying the



X "Tranflatofs Preface.

toundations of that vaft fcheme of foreign policy

which has been purfued fo fteadily, fo ably, fo

indefatigably, and fo fuccefsfully ever fince.

The intereft of this volume is not confined

to the circumftances conneded v/ith the whole-

fale execution of the rebellious Strelitz.— ^* The

Diarium," continues Von Adelung, in the work

already quoted, " contains alfo many other marvel-

lous details, and is on that account highly prized.

Thus we find therein, for the firfl time, the

plans for newly fortifying Azow, which the

Envoy had found means of procuring in Mof-

cow. Moreover, he (Korb) was furnifhed

with many details by Gordon : for example, the

defcription and figure of the coIofTal fquare

waggon-fort (557 fathoms broad and 1000

fathoms long) in which the Ruffians marched

againft the Tartars, and many others."

The translator has confined himfelf to render-

ing as literally as pofTible into Englifh the

flovenly Latin of the old German diplomatifl,

thus endeavouring to make this tranflation as

faithful a reflex as poflible of the original.
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To the Moft Ilhjlrious and Moft Excellent

Lord, Lord Dominick-Andrew Count von

Kaunitz and of the Holy Roman Empire ;

Heritable Lord of Anferliz, Hunebrod,

Krzizanow, Moraw-Prus, Great Orzechow,

and Panow ; Knight of the Golden Fleece,

Chamberlain and Privy Councillor of His

Imperial Majefty, and Vice-Chancellor of

the Holy Roman Empire, my Moji Gracious

Lord and M^cenas.

Most Illustrious and Most Excellent

Lord !

My Lord,—Suffer me, moft Excellent Lord

Count, to infcribe your name upon this trifling

work, which, fearful of the light without your

patronage, may profit by your aufpices, and

borrow from your dignity a price beyond its

intrinfic worth. You afforded me the materials

for this book ; for by your patronage was he

chofen to be Envoy Extraordinary to the Czar,
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who recognifes In you the channel of whatever

of Imperial favour has flowed upon him, the

praifeworthy proceedings of whofe miffion for

the common advantage of the Emperor and

our fatherland I have colle6ted In this volume.

At your Inrplring genius the Orient fhall foon

experience the proven faith of Ruffia : and, well

deferving of both Empires, he fhall afcend to

thofe places of honour to which your kind

patronage pointed the way. Well I know that

inborn benignity of yours that makes you the

pure afylum of all that fly to you, that protedls

them when they come, that attaches them to

you In the fl:rI6lefl; manner with ever-Increafing

favours. Ink and pen would fail me, or this

page would fwell Into a mighty volume ere I

could enumerate all whom you have, with a

more than magnetic becaufe a beneficent virtue,

drawn to love you and admire you. In this

fuperlor to very Hercules himfelf, that, being

readier of deeds than words, you have bent even

fceptres and crowns at will. Hence you are fo

beloved by the higheft of earthly monarchs,

Leopold, who has given fuperabundant proof

thereof in binding you to him with golden
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chains when he beftowed upon you the honours

of the Golden Fleece ; and, in order to render

the union more intimate, raifed you to the

dignity of Privy Councillor of State, of whofe

counfels he fo often had noted the wifdom in the

weightieft affairs of Empire—for every word

that he heard was an oracle. They are ftill

frefh, and frefh they long will remain, in the

memory of all Chriftendom, thofe treaties of

Ryfwick which, when you were Imperial Pleni-

potentiary and Prime Ambalfador, were fo dex-

teroufly concluded, that while you fought the

good of the Roman Empire only, you feemed at

the fame time to have amply looked after the

felicity of all parties. For in you there is that

emulation of the glory of your forefathers in

fuch a degree, that the virtues and exalted qua-

lities of each may be revered in you as in a

compendium. Here I flop my pen from the

enumeration of your great achievements : left. In

fetting forth your glories, I fhould bring the

blufh of bafhful modefty to mantle your face, or

they fhould rather be an infult, becaufe the

eloquence of their venturefome panegyrift would

be beneath their dignity. Thus, then, more
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wifely, both in refpecl; of your dignity and of

my own flender ability, I worfhip with reverent

filence what I cannot exprefs with an eloquence

worthy of them ; moft fubmifTively befeeching

you merely to admit benignantly and fofter my

book, and myfelf, who remain

Your Moft Excellent Lordfhip's

Eternally devoted

Johann-Georg Korb,

p. t. Secretary of the Imperial Legation.
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Leopold, by favour of the Divine Cle-

mency, Emperor ele6l of the Romans, ever

Auguft, Khig of Germany, Hungary, Bohemia,

Dalmatia, Croatia, Sclavonia, &c.. Archduke of

Auftria, Duke of Burgundy, Styria, Carinthia,

Carniola, and Wirtemberg, Count of Tyrol, &c.

We acknowledge and make known by the tenor

of thefe prefents, unto all men, that Whereas

Johann-Georg Korb, a faithful fubjedl of Us and

of the Holy Roman Empire, hath moft humbly

reprefented that he has refolved to commit to the

prefs a Diary of Travel in Mufcovy, and that

he is fearful left, as ufually happens, other book-

fellers, likewife, and printers, for the fake of

gain, fliould fraudulently, and to his great lofs,

imitate, commit to prefs, draw off, and fell the

faid Diary of Travel in Mufcovy : and therefore

hath fuppliantly prayed Us, that by our Imperial

Privilege we would deign to protedl him againft
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all fuch frauds ; we have deemed that the faid

humble and juft petition fliould be granted.

Wherefore, unto all and fingular printers, book-

fellers, and all others, whomfoever, exercifing the

trade of books, We firmly and ferioufly inhibit

and forbid any one to prefume to print or give

to be printed, or import if printed elfewhere, fell

or draw off, publicly or privately, the faid Diary

of Travel in Mufcovy, for the fpace of five years,

to be computed from the firft day of publication

within the Holy Roman Empire, or the limits

of our hereditary kingdoms and provinces, in

the fame or any other type or form, or under

any pretext of addition or corredion, or any

other, either in whole or in part, either in German

or Latin, without the will and without the fpecial

confent and licenfe, in writing, of the faid Johann-

Georg Korb and his fucceffors. But fhould any

perfon to the contrary notwithftanding dare to

violate or tranfgrefs this, our Imperial Privilege

and Interdi6l, he fhall be not only deprived of

fuch books, as unjuftly printed and imported, if

any fuch the aforefaid Johann-Georg Korb and

his heirs fhall anywhere feize, either by their

own authority, or fhall claim them through the
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aid of the magiftracy, but moreover We Decree

that he fhall be fined in the penalty of five marks

of pure gold, to be paid in equal portions to our

Treafury Imperial and to the puniiher of the

fraud, without any hope of pardon ; provided

always that the faid book contain nothing con-

trary to good morals, and to the Sacred Confti--

tutions of the Empire, but fhall bear exprefled

in front, for public notice, the permifiion of fome

Univerfity, or of his fuperiors, and the tenor of

this our Privilege Imperial, and that of the afore-

faid Diary of Travel in Mufcovy the ufual five

exemplars be tranfmitted at the coll of the peti-

tioner to our Aulic Council Imperial. We com-

mand, moreover, all faithful fubjedls of Us, and

of the Holy Roman Empire, and of our here-

ditary kingdoms and provinces, of whatfoever

ftate, degree, order, or dignity they may be,

as well ecclefiaftics as laics, but efpecially fuch

as belong to the magiftracy, and either in their

own or in the name and fiead of their fuperiors,'

exercife the adminiftration of law and juftice, not

to fufFer any whomfoever rafhly and with im-

punity to tranfgrefs or violate this our Privilege

Imperial, but, on the contrary, to take heed that
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the contumacious, if they difcover any, fhall be

punilhed with the prefcribed penalty, and coerced

with other fuitable means, if they themfelves

would avoid the fame fine. In teftimony of

thefe letters, fubfcribed with Our hand, and con-

firmed with the imprefs of Our Seal Imperial,

and given in Our city of Vienna, on the eighth

day of the month of Odober, in the year one

thoufand {tytn hundred ; of our Roman reign

the forty-third, of Our Hungarian tlie forty-

fixth, and of Our Bohemian the forty-fifth.

LEOPOLD.
([2>i

By his Sacred Imperial Majefty's

own command,

Francis Wilderich von Menshengen.
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AN AMBASSADOR AT THE COURT
OF MOSCOW.

-—MS

|Wj 5(^g€|..S unto the Moft Auguft, Mod
'VA PuifTant, and Moft Invincible Prince

and Lord, the Lord Leopold, Emperor

Elect of the Romans, Ever August,

King of Germany, Hungary, Bohemia, Dal-

matia, EJclavonia, Archduke of Aiiftria, Duke

of Burgundy, Brabant, Styria, Carinthia,

Carniola, Marquis of Moravia, Duke of

Luxembourg, Upper and Nether Silefia,

Wittenberg and Teck, Prince of Suabia,

Count of Hapjburg, 'Tyrol, Ferret, Kyburg,

and Gorz, Landgrave of Aljace, Marquis

of the Holy Roman Empire, Bergau, Upper

and Nether Lufatia, Lord of the March of

Efclavonia, of Port Naon Salinas, ^c, &c.;

VOL. I. B
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The Moft Serene and Moft Potent Lord, the

Lord Czar and Grand Duke, Peter

Alexiowicz, of all Great, Little, and White

Ruffia, Autocrat of Mufcovy^ Kieiv, IVlodo-

miria, Novogardia^ Czar of Cafan, Czar

of AJlracan, Czar of Siberia, Lord of

Plefkow, Lord and Grand Duke of Smo-

lenfk. Lord of Twer, Ingoria, Permia,

Veatki, Bolgaria, and other places ; like-

wife Grand Duke of Novogorody of the Low

Country of Czernichow, Refan, Rofiozv, Ja-

roflaw, Bialofiria^ Udoria, Obdoria, Con-

dinia ; and Dominator of all the Northern

Shore ; alfo Lord of Iveria, of the Country

of the Cartilinfheans and Gruffenfians ; like-

wife Czar of the Country of Cabardia, of

the Dukes of the CircaJJians and Georgians ;

furthermore. Patrimonial and Ancient Heir,

Lord by Succeffion and Dominator, of divers

other Lordfhips and Dominions, Eafl, TVefi,

and North

:

Moved by his zeal towards Chriftendom, did

propofe a League offenfive againft the foes of

the Holy Crofs.
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And his Sacred Imperial Majefty, as he hath

ever highly valued the inviolate friendfhip of his

Majefty the Czar ; and hath, moreover, moft

efpecial care of the advantage of Chriftendom ;

did not only declare himfelf moft ready to enter

thereinto, but, moreover, had held communica-

tion with the renowned King of Poland and the

Moft Serene Republic of Venice, his allies againft

the aforefaid enemy

:

And, as well the faid Kingdom of Poland, out

of its equal zeal for the common weal of Chrif-

tendom, having fignified, in writing, aflent to

the faid League ; as the faid Moft Serene Re-

public of Venice, having furnifhed its ambaifador

at the Imperial Court with full powers to con-

clude the fame :

The Moft Illuftrious and Excellent Lords,

Lords Privy Councillors of his Imperial Majefty,

Lord Francis-Udalrich, Count Kinfky,

High Chancellor of the Kingdom of

Bohemia, Knight of the Golden Fleece,

Lord Erneft Rudiger, Count Stahremberg,

Field- Marftial, and Prefident of the

Council of War,

Lord Wunibald-Sebaftian, Count Zeil,
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Vice-Prefident of the Imperial Aullc

Council, and Adminiftrator, -pro tempore,

of the Vice-Chancery of the Holy

Roman Empire,

being conftituted Plenipotentiaries for that end :

And the AmbafTador in Ordinary of the faid

Moil: Serene Republic of Venice at the Imperial

Court,

Sir Charles Ruzini, Knight

;

together with the a6lual Envoy of his Majefty

the Czar at the Imperial Court,

The Noble and Magnificent Lord Conftan-

tine Nikitiz NephimonofF,

having exhibited their refpedlive powers, and

having delivered authentic copies thereof by

command of their refpedlive Lords Principals,

agreed upon the following conditions of triple

alliance, on the 29th of January, 1698 :

o
I .

Each of the allies Is bound to invade and wage

war upon the common foe, Turks and Tartars, by

land and water, with all the power they can make.

2°.

r They ihall communicate to one another their

defigns of war, and fhall co-operate to obtain
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due fatisfadion for each of the parties, whenever 1^

peace fhall be concluded. ^

During the ]'=ague, none of the allies fhall,

without knowledge of 1;he other, conclude peace

with the enemy; but, provided the reft be with-

out delay Informed thereof, may liften to honour-

able propofals of peace, and, from time to time,

communicating what is being done, may frame a

treaty.

Whofoever of the confederates fhall invade

the dominions, kingdoms, and provinces of the

common enemy, the others fhall be aiding unto

him by creating a diverfion.

This league fhall laft for three years, to reckon

from the day of fignature ; during which it fliall

be lawful to treat of Its prolongation; and, at the

expiration thereof, the ancient amity and good

underflanding fhall continue between the allies.

6°.

By this lateft league, nothing is held to be

changed in the Holy Alliance In which his Sacred

Majefly, the Emperor, is joined with the Illuf-
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trious Kingdom of Poland, and the Moft Serene

Republic of Venice, &c.

In like manner, tlie treaty formerly concluded

between his Majefty the Czar, and the Moft

Serene King and Republic of Poland, ftiall

remain in full force.

His Sacred Imperial Majesty, on the

following 25th of February, not only ratified

this convention of triple alliance, and willed the

confirmation thereof in all and fingular its con-

tents, *as having been concluded with his fore-

knowledge and by his command ; but further-

more, in order with the more certainty to draw

the expelled fruit therefrom, he adopted the

plan of fending an envoy to the Court of

Mofcow, in order to be, fafely and fpeedily,

informed by careful and exa6l reports, of what-

ever fchemes might be on foot there.

^No part of public affairs needs to be exe-

cuted with greater caution, than the choice of

the perfons to whom miffions to foreign kings

and nations are entrufted ; for they are like veins,

through which the commonwealth cuftomarily
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draws health or ficknefs from divers regions of

the earth. His Sacred Imperial Majefty, with

the eye of his inborn clemency, confiders the

capacity and merits of thofe who prefent them-

felves as candidates for this weighty honour.

His Majefty was led to choofe for his envoy

on the prefent occafion the moft illuftrious Sir

Chriftopher Ignatius, noble Lord of Guarient

and Rail, Knight of the Holy Roman Empire,

and of the Kingdom of Hungary, his Majefty's

Aulic Councillor of War, and fo forth :—the

motives which led to this feledlion being, long ex-

perience of bufinefs,—tried courage in the tranf-

a6lion of public affairs,—the perils undergone in

two journeys to Conftantinople in the fervice of

his country,—the remembrance of the fervices

with exceeding pains and fidelity rendered to the

common weal of Chriftendom, during the fiege of

Vienna, when, amidft the Mahommedan camp, he

craftily detedled, day by day, every defign of the

Moflems, and at the hourly peril of his life re-

vealed them in a regular written correfpondence

with the Imperial capital,—laftly, his knowledge

of Mufcovy and of the habits and character of

the Mufcovites, acquired in a former miffion.
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When the choice of his Imperial Majefty fell

upon this gentleman, he negledled nothing that

could contribute to the dignity and fuccefs of his

miflion. But obftacles arofe in other quarters,

which delayed his departure nearly a whole year.

At length, by God's good will, all hindrances

were removed; and, at noon, on the loth of

January, 1699, the fuite and baggage were

fent forward, and the long expedled journey began.

There were eight carriages for the personnel

and baggage. We had, moreover, fifty horfes.

The ordering of the whole train, as it left

Vienna, was as follows :

1. The Mafter of the Horfe, on a ftately

charger, followed by two mounted grooms,

leading in the hand proud, high-bred, wild,

high-fpirited fteeds, with houfings of bearfkin.

2. The Lord Envoy's private carriage, covered

with parti- coloured cloth to preferve its coftly

beauty from being injured by the weather, and

drawn by fix high-bred black fteeds.

3. Next followed the handfome firft coach of

the officials, protedled from the weather in like

manner, and occupied by the three Imperial

Miffionaries.
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4. Came the fecond coach of the officials,

5. Another carriage, made to carry the

hatterie de ciiifme.

6. After this followed a baggage fourgon,

—

an enormous machine, the chief impediment on

the road.

7. In a travelling carriage the inferior officials

and running footmen.

8. Came two vehicles for carrying wine and

other burdens, among which muft not be pafTed

without particular mention, certain hounds of

uncommon fize and fleetnefs, that had been fent

from England.

We had to crofs the Danube in a boat,—for

the precocious heat of the feafon had thawed

the ice ; and, on the bank, a meflenger on

horfeback came up, who had been fent forward

by Count de Breuner (fince pioufly departed

this life), the then Prefident of the Chamber,

with an exprefs order to the ferry-mafter to fend

forward duly everything that belonged to the

Lord Envoy, before anything elfe whatfoever.

For, the violence with which the ice broke up

having carried away the bridge, the pafTengers

from cither fide could only be conveyed flowly
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acrofs, fo that It often happened all the ferry-

man's exertions were infufficient to bring fuch

an immenfe multitude acrofs in the day. Hence

he received us for the coming night at Stamerf-

dorfF, where the baggage had hardly been got

into the rooms, when there arrived two meffen-

gers from the Lord Envoy ; one to bring back

the Mafter of the Horfe, who was implicated in

fome lawfuit in Vienna ; the other to fill that

office during his abfence.

January ii.—In the morning the change

was made ; the one was taken back to Vienna,

and the other accompanied us on our journey.

The fun was fhining brightly as we paffed

through Eigenfbounn, and we reached Wolck-

dorfF at dinner hour. We reached Gannerf-

doriF as evening fell. This being Saturday we

were mindful of the Catholic devotion of efpe-

clally honouring the Blefled Virgin, Mother of

God, on that day : we fang the Litany of

Loreto, one of the three Miffionaries that accom-

pany us leading the chant. To this pradlice we

adhered ftridlly thenceforward.

12.—After the Moft Holy Sacrifice of the

Mafs,—for it was Sunday,^—at which we were
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all prefent in turn, we began our journey anew

at daybreak. After paffing through the hamlet

of Shriek, we reached WulferfdorfF at one

o'clock. Prince Liechtenftein is lord here.

His palace at this place is famous. To the

right of the high road is a hill, which, in the

memory of the prefent generation, was piled

up by the inhabitants, out of devotion to our

Crucified Redeemer ; where, befides the ftations

of our Lord's Paffion, the Garden of Olives and

the Holy Sepulchre are venerated. There is

alfo a monument to Saint Rofalia. From this

place we reached our inn, at Kefelfdorff, about

dufk.

13.—We awoke with break of day, and

found the fky overcaft with denfe clouds, and

the wind raging wildly. Our road to DrefTen-

hoff is remarkable for the fertility of the country,

and the adjacent hills. The Caftle of Falcken-

ftein, now deferted, is at a quarter of a league

diftant. There is another caftle clofe by, which

either gives its name to, or derives it from,

Dreftenhoff. Near the latter rifes the church of

St, Vitus. Here the boundaries of Auftria and

Moravia are faid to meet. We pafled through
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Nicolfburg about noon : it belongs to Prince

Dietrichftein. In Nether Wiftriz we fought a

refting place for the night. A conftant and

fierce whirlwind obliged us to be on our guard,

left fire fhould break out ; and we thought it

neceffary to keep up a watch throughout the

night. It was thought prudent to remain there

next day, for our horfes required reft to continue

the journey.

14.—Whatever was worn was repaired and

put in order. We recreated ourfelves with

facred mufic.

15.—All being in due order, we fet out at

funrife. Our temporary Mafter of the Horfe

was obliged, as he had foretold, to return on

private bufinefs to Vienna. The burden lay

upon us in common thenceforward. A very

bad road forced us, after pafling Nimfchiz, to

tarry for the night in Delniz. This day we

were in fome danger, for the horfes that drew

the kitchen- carriage, though ufually very quiet

in the coachman's hands, became fuddenly ref-

tive at a turn of the road. Trying to run away

out of the track, they wildly upfet the carriage,

and one of our two cooks was ftightly wounded.



The Court of Mofcozv. 13

He was foon, with care, well again. The fame

horfes fhowed temper a fecond time, but the

under-coachman's ikill prevented any mifchief,

and they only fucceeded in efcaping a little out

of the road.

16.—The next day our road was fomewhat

better, through Baufnitz (a village belonging to

his Excellency Count Kaunitz), to the town of

Wifchau. We arrived before funlet at the pali-

faded dyke ; the place is enclofed with a wall.

The Capuchin Fathers have a convent outfide

the city. Among other things, the caftle and

the parifh church, with its chapel, deferve a vifit.

The place is under the temporal and fpiritual

jurifdiftion of the Bifhopric of Olmutz.

17.—Having lain the night there, before day

had well dawned we fent forward the heavieft-

laden carriages. Before noon we had got over

half our day's journey, having pafTed through

Preglitz and arrived in Kralitz. Then through

Schablin, we reached Olmutz about three in the

afternoon, and, proceeding in fair order with all

our train through that principal refidence of the

Bifhop of Olmutz to the fuburb, we put up at

the inn called the Golden Horfe, for there was



14 27;(? Diary of an Amhajfador at

no inn within the city large enough to receive

fuch a number of carriages and horfes. A new

Mailer of the Horfe, appointed inftead of the

former by the Lord Envoy, had been waiting

here a day for us. That evening he was duly

inftalled in his office in accordance with the orders

he had brought with him.

1 8,—We had to remain a day in this city to

procure poft-horfes,* to which the imperial paff-

port entitled us at a moderate rate. Major-

General de Hafflingen, then commandant of

Olmutz, fhowing us great kindnefs.

ID..—It was ten o'clock before our poft-horfes

were put to the various carriages. We thought

the road through Thalein and Giba very bad,

but that which we had to get over to PeterfdorfF

was far worfe. Snow-drifts had gathered to a

great depth, and the carriages fank fo deep in

them that the coachmen were obliged to pufh

with all their might to get us through. At the

very village of Peterfdorff our carriages got fo

locked in a dangerous fnow-drift, in a ditch con-

cealed by the darknefs of the night (it was paft

eight o'clock), that had not the magiftrate of the

* "Equi antejugales, i.e., germanice Vorfpann."

—

Transl.
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place fummoned all his fleeping peafants from

their warm nefts to our help, the morning ftar

would have beheld us ftuck faft there. Paft

midnight we arrived at Bern ; the ruts were fo

frequent, the intervening hills were so fteep, and

the deep fnow-drifts added to the difficulties of

a road bad enough without them.

20.—Our road was no better to-day. We
paffed through Rinckerfdorff, Hof, VViebald,

and Heidenpiltfch (this laft fo named from the

heidenkorn, or buck-wheat, abounding there),

and reached Schwachendorff, where we lay for

the night.

21.—Without any difficulty worth fpeaking

of, we pafled through Pintfch and arrived at

Liechten to-day. This village, compofed of

feveral hamlets and detached houfes, is fcattered

over nearly the fpace of a mile. Here we found

acidulous waters, an agreeable and wholefome

beverage for perfons heated with travelling.

We reached Jagerndorff; this place, which is

fortified with a dyke, an earthen vallum, and a

wall, belongs to Prince Liechtenftein. We went

to Mafs at the Friars Minors before setting out.

22.—We paffed through a number of villages
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—Dernitz, Pratfch, Mogen, DoberfdorfF, and

Maydelberg, to the right of which is a caftle

belonging to the Counts Kojowrath. Travelling

down hill and up hill, it was fix in the evening

before we arrived at the city of Neuftadt.

23.—We had a fine day, and the road was

tolerably good, fo that after pafiing early through

Polkerfdorff, we reached Neifl'en before evening.

The Neifs flows paft this city, to which it gives

its name. The place is fortified with an earthen

rampart, a ditch, and wall. It belongs to the

domain of the Bifhop of Breflau. The Jefuits'

College and the parifh church are among the

chief ornaments of the city. One of the imperial

mifiionaries fet out hence by poft for Leibs,

whither his affairs called him, promifing to come

up with us again at Breflau. We found letters

from the Lord Envoy touching fome of the

fuite, and particularly the Mafter of the Horfe.

24.—After refl;ing there for the night we had

a fplendid day, and reached Grotkau, our next

refting-place, with all our baggage, about four

in the evening.

25.—When day broke we fet forth again

through Lettenberg, Zinta, and Roflbw, and
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reached Ollau early. There we were delayed

for a change of poft-horfes. Ollau takes its

name from the river that flows pafl it. As we

pafled under the city gate, we met a preacher of

the Augfburg confeflion, conducing a funeral

;

the body was upon a fledge. The citizens are

fe6laries of the confeflion of AugflDurg. There

is a rather handfome caflile there, which was at

that time inhabited by Prince James, eldefl: fon

of the late King John of Poland, together with

his wife the Moft Serene the Duchefs of Neu-

burg.* The roof of the town- hall is furmounted

with a cock made of copper, which turns round

when the clock flirikes the hour. The Mafter

of the Horfe fet out this evening by pofl; for

Breflau, to prepare everything for our perfona

convenience and for our horfes.

26.—We attended mafs in the caftle church

early in the morning, and got eafily over the

road to Breflau before it was yet noon, but had

to wait in the fuburb a confiderable time, till

word was fent to the Mafl:er of the Horfe that

* Father and mother of tlie Princcfs Clementina Sobieflca,

confort of James (the Chevalier de St. George), fon and heir of

King James II. of England.

—
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we had arrived, and till our carriages and horfes

were in due order, with the Mafter of the Horfe

at the head, to condud the whole cortege with

becoming dignity into that epifcopal see.

27.—Reft was both ufeful and needful to us,

for drivers had to be found to brincr on our bag-

gage. The Lord Envoy had, by letter, begged

of the vice-prefident of the Silefian chamber, the

Lord Baron de Neydhart, to have the kindnefs

to be of aid to thofe of his officers to whom that

duty belonged.

28.—Another day loft here to unload the

former vehicle, and transfer the baggage to

others ; but everything was at length brought

into fuch order that there was nothing to detain

us beyond next morning's firft dawn.

29.—As foon therefore as day broke, we all got

ready for the road. As we pafled out of the gate

we were joined again by the Imperial Miftionary,

who lately left us on bufinefs. That day we

pafled through the villages of Weiden, Hingen,

and Hollau, and reached the town of Klacha for

the night.

30.—At early dawn we again fet out, paffing

Tornaft and Scheuzen, and dined at the village
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of Deutfchammer, after getting over a bad, ftony,

and hilly road. We vifited a copper forge here

:

the hammer is moved by a wheel driven by a

rivulet. Continuing thence, through three miles

of foreft, we flopped for the night at a place

called Miltfch.

3 1 .—We reached the frontiers of Poland, and

the firft village of that country, Sdona, at noon.

The General-in-Chief of the Polifh Militia,

Lefczynfki, is lord there. The toll-keeper,

though a German, refufed neverthelefs to allow

us to pafs free according to our paflport, pre-

tending that fuch a quantity of property as we

were bringing with us could not be admitted

without duty, until the drivers would make oath

that they carried nothing except what belonged

to the privilege of the imperial ambaffador.

We got rid of his abfurd pretenfions by heartily

laughing at them. We reached the town of

Grotefchin the fame evening. In the abfence of

the Caftellan Galezki we received many kind

offices from the Starofh Dobrowolfki, though

he was aware that we were only the fuite of

the Envoy. He offered us beer, brandy, and

bread ; and for our horfes oats and hay, of
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which there was an exceeding dearth in Poland.

The Lady Galezki was there, and fent us fuch a

quantity of fifh that we vied with one another in ex-

toUing hofpitahty fuch as we had not yet met with.

February i.—Next morning the Starofl

vifited us in perfon to wifh us a happy journey,

not confining himfelf to words, but moft civilly

inviting each of us to accept a glafs of a rare and

fuperior kind of liqueur ; nor did he leave us

until he had conduced us into the open plain,

and given us due dire6lions about what places we

might fafely approach or ought to avoid, for

Poland was at that time fo torn among factions,

that the roads were very unfafe for travellers.

The intenfe cold of the day induced fome of our

party to indulge too copiously in brandy, think-

ing in the fun's defpite to turn winter into

fummer by plentiful potations. But the cowards

were fairly overcome by the brandy and the cold

together. The horfes feeling no control, threw

them half fenfelefs to flounder in the fnow, which

was an amufing fpedlacle to thofe who drank

moderately and had not loft their fenfes. At

noon we halted at Kofminiow to feed our horfes,
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and great were the mourning, and tribulation,

and grumbling that were heard ; but as there

was no fign of ferious wounds, their lamentations

only laid them open to the jefts and laughter of

the reft. Proceeding on we reached Jaratfchin

before nio-htfall.

He that will not credit, or that denies, the

vaft frequency of robberies in Poland, deferves

for his misfortune to be fent on an experimental

trip there. We were determined to keep fafe

by being prudent, and to baffle the fchemes of

robbers by duly guarding againft them. We
diftributed the watches, each taking his turn,

and none being exempted left many should seek

pretexts for being excufed, and this all the more

when we heard from our hoft that we were in

the diftrict of the Conti fadion, and how a few

days previous a ftray Saxon horfeman had,

without the flighteft fhow of provocation, been

horribly mutilated by the lances of the Poles,

and immolated to their hatred of their newly-

eleded king.jf

* At that time there had recently been a contefted eleftion for

the crown of Poland, The candidates were the French Prince

of Conti and Auguftus the Strong, EJeftor of Saxony ; the latter

had been the succefbful competitor.

—

Transl.
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2.'—After pafTing the firft night in alternate

watches, the utility of the plan was fo evident

that all were agreed upon its continuance for

the future. We pafled through the villages of

Scharfchlohe and Pografeliz, and pafled the night

in a little place, which a coachman acquainted

with the road called Blindenfidler.

3.—The cold was mofl: trying again to-day,

to all of us. After warming ourfelves round the

ftove in the village of Skapli we got on a little

fafter, through Boviz, that evening, to Orchof.

4.—The weather a little milder. Pafling

through Lowicz and Marckwiz, we reached

Wraclaw at funfet. We lodged in the fuburbs,

and were vifited by feveral Poles, who boafted in

fwelling terms of the loyalty with which they

profefs to be attached to their newly-eleded king.

The pride of their expreflive gefticulation gave

room for a quiet laugh at the oflentation of this

boafliful people.

5.—The cold having greatly abated, we reached

Thorn by an eafy journey long before the fun

went down. This place, as a royal city of Pruflia,

enjoys certain immunities, like thofe which we call

free cities in the Romano-Germanic empire. The
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German tongue is moft in ufe ; but Poliih is

alfo fpoken. The inhabitants are for the

moft part of the confefTion of Augfburg. The

Catholic religion is, however, freely exercifed.

Near the Catholic parifh church in the public

fquare there was a handfome triumphal arch

ereded for the folemn entry of the newly-elected

King of Poland, whofe arrival was expedted.

6.—Here we refted the day after our arrival,

left our horfes ftiould be wearied out with con-

ftant travelling, and lofe ftrength. The people

of Thorn, on learning that the Lord Envoy was

not with us, refolved to await his arrival ; and

on his fubfequent paflage they fent deputies to

harangue him, with wifties of a happy journey,

in a civil German oration, intimating their dutiful

refpect, and how tenacious they were of their

humble devotednefs to his Imperial Majefty, and

how they were no lefs defirous to preferve fpot-

lefs their faith and obedience to the newly-elefted

King of Poland.

y.—Everything was ready for ftarting, when

a driver told us that he was not allowed to pafs

over the bridge of the Viftula before paying the

cuftomary bridge-toll for his own horfes, which
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drew our baggage ; but the tollman relented

when our privileges were explained to him.

After paffing Lyfominice, Oftawice, and Giwiza

on our way, we reached the epifcopal city of

Culm. This city prefented the pidure of a de-

vastated, rooflefs village, torn as it were from its

very foundations by the enemy's utmoft wrath.

Two miles diftant lies Culm, whence the bifhops

of Culm take their title. The fpacious and

fplendid Church of the Canons was built in

virtue of a fentence, and in memory of the out-

rage to which the canons were fubjecfled, in a

proceflion at Thorn, by the non-Catholic inha-

bitants, who were condemned to build this

church, at their own coft, as an atonement.

Meanwhile, the Lord Envoy had obtained

moft gracious leave to kifs the moft facred hands

of His Moft Auguft Majefty the Emperor and

the King of the Romans. And now, having

made oath in the hands of his excellency the lord

Count of Stahremberg, Field Marfhal and Presi-

dent of the Council of War, he was duly enrolled

among the Aulic Councillors of War. So having

taken refpectful leave of his Majefty 's chief

minifters, he fet forth, after receiving the blefting
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of Almighty God, which his Moil Eminent

Highnefs Cardinal Kollonitz, out of his inborn

and well-known kindnefs, deigned to implore

upon his houfe at his departure. On the banks of

the Danube, which was icebound anew, he took

leave, with many reciprocal tokens of gentle

love, of his lady, and of feveral of his friends

and relations who had accompanied him thither.

8.—Proceeding on, through Schottenbruck,

we flopped in Kraudentz.

9.—There is a convent of nuns of St. Clare

here, where we heard mafs in the morning.

Setting out once more we found our way much

delayed by natural obftacles. The numerous

hills, the depth of the fnow-drifts, made the pro-

grefs of our baggage-carriages exceedingly diffi-

cult. At noon we reached Neuftadt, and towards

funfet arrived at Pefko.

10.—^We had already left Rindeflohe behind,

and were only one poft from our night ftation of

StrafTenbar, when through the negligence of the

driver, one of the baggage-carriages fell down

a flope, whence it took all our efforts to draw it

by two hours after nightfall.

Our Mafter of the Horfe had gone before us
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to Dantzick, to try and find quarters for fo

many men and horfes.

II.—We followed him next day, through

Longenau and Schevering, and reached, about

mid-day, the fuburb of Dantzick ; whence we

entered the walls in fuitable order. The inn

where we lodged is called the Green Meadow.

12.—We were to wait here for the arrival

either of the Lord Envoy, or of letters from

him. After dinner we went to fee the handfome

triumphal arch fet up by the magiftrates of

Dantzick, for the reception of the newly-eledled

King of Poland. We all agreed that for coftli-

nefs, fplendour, fightlinefs of proportions, and

the cunning wit of the devices with which it

was furmounted, it was a remarkable and noble

ftructure.

13.—The principal church belongs to the con-

feffion of Augfburg. It contains glorious traces

of Catholic worfhip,—the baptifmal font of un-

ufual fize, a wonderful fpecimen of art in gilt

brafs, is the firft objed that attrads the eye.

There is a pidlure, however, reprefenting the

divers emotions of the laft judgment, in moft

vivid colours, ftill more deferving of obferva-
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tion. It coft the labour of forty years, and was

painted by Jacob Heick, of Amfterdam. The

artlft intended it for the Bafilica of St. Peter, in

Rome ; but the vefTel that bore this precious

burden being fhipwrecked, it would feem as if

the very billows had been loth that fuch ,a

monument of art fhould be loft to mankind.

For the fhip, which loft all its cargo, this pidure

alone excepted, was fortunately driven afhore at

Dantzick, and left it fafe upon the beach. And

fo it is now kept among the moft precious

treafures of that church. The divine pencil of

the artift has fo marvelloufly exprefted the

various emotions of joy and fuffering within the

outlines of very fmall figures, that the affedions

and paftions of the fouls are rendered, fo to

fpeak, to the life. The painter muft have been

wonderfully ikilled in perfpedive ; for in the

fame pidure he has a marvellous triple repre-

fentation of the fubjed. The high altar of this

church is of gilt brafs, and double—the frontal

reprefents all the choirs of angels, and when

that is removed we behold the coronation of the

BlefTed Virgin Mary. Another image of the

Mother of God is preferved here, curioufly
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carved in ftone ;—they fay that one hand was cut

off by the favage mob.

Having infpedled all thefe things we went to

mafs in the Royal Chapel, which is clofe by.

We had ftill to fee the citadel, called Der Mund,*

wjiich protedls the harbour, and which none are

allowed to enter without fpecial leave of the

magiftrates. The provofl: of Dantzick at that

time, was Mr. Schmid, a civil and obliging

man, who at once granted our requeft, and gave

us leave in writing. Turning our footfteps

towards the Viftula, which was ftill icebound,

we found an abundance of fledges that brought

us, for a fmall fare, to Der Miind, which is

waflied and ftrengthened on one fide by an arm

of the Viftula. The ice had been broken up

here with pickaxes ; a ferry boat for crofling to

the fortrefs was kept clofe at hand by a foldier,

who declined to let us in until he had Oiown our

written permiffion to the commandant. So we

gave it to him for that purpofe, and the foldier

* Mundam dicunt, i.e. der Miind. " The King of Poland,"

fays the old traveller, Fynes Moiyfon (p. I. p. 6i), " at this

" time was at the port of Dantzke, called Der Mind, an Englifti

" mile from the city, expelling a wind to fayle into his kingdom
** of Siiecia," &c.

—

Transl.
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fhortly after put the boat along-fhore ; we

ftepped into it, and pafTed under the firft gate

of the fortrefs. A long file of the guard on

duty flood drawn up, and the lieutenant (who

was fo direded) received us with much civility,

—brought us through all the outworks, pointed

out to us everything that was worthy of notice,

and at the inner works we were handed over by

him, according to his ftridt duty, to thofe of

the garrifon that kept ward within. Here was

another guard of foldiers ; and another officer was

waiting for us, to fhow us the reft of the citadel.

The quantity of great guns, the well-aligned

defences of the walls and baftions, and the ftrift-

nefs of the difcipline maintained in the fmalleft

details, feemed moft praifeworthy to us all. In

like manner, on our return, we had to exhibit

and deliver up our free pafs. The convenience

of the fledges pleafed us greatly, and by general

confent we would have gone down to the fea's

edge ; but we had to give up our defign, as the

ice did not reach fo far. However, we went on

board a Dutch three-decker,* which was ice-

locked, and faw everything.

• '<Triremem."—Orig,
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14.—The weather was cloudy, and morning

brought us rain, fo that we thought the feverity

of the winter was about to be tempered by

approaching fpring. We could not go much

abroad in the city, the ftreets were fo flippery.

However we went to the monaftery of the Car-

melite friars to mafs.

15.—The poft brought us letters from the

Lord Envoy, announcing that he was on his way,

and would fpeedily join us. We all had settled

to fee the Palace of the Patricians, where, parti-

cularly on Wednefday and Saturday afternoons,

the patricians meet the merchants. For a certain

merchant appointed by his will that on thofe days

and that time, the city muficians fhould be paid

to recreate the ears and fouls of the audience with

graceful and pleafant fymphonies. "The hall is

fplendidly adorned with coftly paintings, and they

will have it a memorable matter that the public

jefter (called Eulenfpiegel) hanging above the

great chimney, prefents divers faces and his head's

antipodes* to whoever looks at him—leaving

thofe to be laughed at who may have expedled

* ". . . diverfas izc'its, partemque corporis pofiicam^'' &c.—
Orig.
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to fee fomething funny. A light is moreover fo

artfully painted in the roof of the hall that you

might fwear nature beaten hollow—for it feems a

brilliant light to every one that looks at it.. The

arms of Dantzick are a (lag ; whence in all the

hiftories and legends of the place you find allu-

fions to a flag. Here Orpheus gathers round

him the wild beafts of the foreft to liften to the

tones of his lyre ; elfewhere, Acfteon is torn, poor

wretch, by his own dogs, and fo on you will find

other tales of the chace.

16.—To-day we gave up entirely to the wor-

fhip of God ; and were prefent at mafs, fermon,

and the other fervices in the church of the

Dominicans.

17.—Another dark and rainy day, which kept

all of us at home, except thofe who wifhed to

vifit the merchants' fhops, and learn exadly the

prices of their merchandife.

18.—The fair fky fiiowing among the clouds

and mild funfliine, tempted us beyond the city.

There is a monaftery of Ciftercians a ihort way

ofl^, to which a very pleafant road leads through

gardens, pleafure houfes, pretty fhrubberies, and

hillocks that fend down gujfhing fertilifing rills of
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water into gardens, feafting the eye with a moft

grateful variety, whatever fide you turn. The

monaftery, which is called Oliva, is built at the

foot of a hill, and its territory includes all beyond

a quarter of a league diftant from the city ; but

towards the Viftula the fortrefs of Der Miind is

the boundary. The founder was Sobieflas, Duke

of Pomerania, who was converted to the Catholic

faith by the Abbot of Culmbach, and left this as

a monument of his gratitude, left he ftiould feem

ungrateful to him to whom he owed his conver-

fion, fummoning fathers of that order and monaf-

tery, and gave them this for their dwelling. There

is a magnificent church, in which are divers

epitaphs, whereof I fubjoin one that feemed very

apt

:

Hoc fibi fub faxo requiem quaefivit Oliva,

Cui lux, vita, quies firma fit ipfe Deus.

It is richly endowed. It has its own printing

prefs and pharmacy ; and became generally known

in Europe through the fojourn of the Prince of

Conti, when a candidate for the Polifli crown.

19.—Four fquadrons of Saxon horfe, of the

King's guard—who is coming—have entered the

city.
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20.—Two companies of the king's bodyguard

have arrived ; one of which is quartered in the

Stolzenberg fuburb, the other in the Scotch

fuburb. Part of our company went to fee them,

while the others went up to the city tower to fee

a wonderful clock and examine a famous chime

of mufical bells.

21.—One of the miffionaries faid mafs at the

Brigittine church. The founder intended that

there fhould be twenty-four monks and fixty

nuns, but the Proteftants have arranged matters

differently. They only fuffer eight monks and

thirty nuns. The revenue neceffary for the fup-

port of thefe is drawn from the public treafury.

About three in the afternoon the Lord Envoy,

with two more carriages, came by poft, and went

at once to a handfome apartment that had been

appointed for his lodging, in the houfe of one of

the fenators at Dantzick.

22.—Two fenators deputed on behalf of the

whole body harangued the Lord Envoy the follow-

ing day in the German tongue in very civil terms,

and protected their moft devout and unchangeable

reverence for his facred Imperial Majefty. To
whom in turn, the Lord Envoy civilly replied.
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and aflured the deputation that he would, in his

very next defpatches, extol the honourable and

moil humble and devoted proteftations of zeal of

the magiftrates towards his moft facred Imperial

Majefty. The prefents wherewith they honoured

the Lord Envoy confifted of fifh of marvellous

size and a dozen of Rhenifh and Spanifh wine.

23.—Two of the public crier's men on horfe-

back were defpatched to call in the fervants who

were fent on the 20th to fetch back a dog.

The evening was mild, and we fpent it ram-

bling through the city and crofling the Viftula

and the river Moidlow, which were both ice-

bound.

24.—Our long reft was at laft at an end.

The arrival of the Lord Envoy had hurried our

purchafes of what was wanted for our further

journey. At two in the afternoon we left Dant-

zick, having happily crofTed a certain fteep hill

and the frozen Viftula with our heavily laden

train. At eight at night we reached the town

of Schonberg, where we flept.

25.—At funrife we had again to crofs the ice-

bound Viftula, an enterprife of fome danger, for

the powerful rays of the evening fun had already
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thawed the ice confiderably. We had ftill

another river, called the Nagat, to crofs in like

condition, after which we reached the village of

Rofpach to dinner. We entered Elbing, a city

of royal Pruffia, before nightfall. This place

is ftrongly fortified ; the river Nagat waters it,

and has been brought by the inhabitants artifi-

cially to furround the town, forming thus no

mean defence againft an enemy. The river is

navigable ; and thence arifes the commercial

importance of the place, which is fubject to the

temporal fovereignty of the King of Poland, in

the fame manner as thofe which enjoy the privi-

leges of free imperial cities. The higher magif-

tracy is divided into two fedions : the burgrave

and the prefident. The King creates the former,

the fenate eleds the latter. The former has

charge of public and military affairs, the muni-

cipal authority belongs to the latter. Both were

engaged at the time of our arrival about the

conftruftion of a triumphal arch for the arrival

of the newly-eleded king, to whom they were to

take the oath of allegiance on his entry, and

whofe reception was to be duly magnificent and

becoming.
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Everybody knows that the Eledlor of Bran-

denburgh held this town in mortgage, by virtue

of the treaty of Bydgoft, and long had main-

tained a garrifon here, when at length affairs were

amicably fettled. We hear, however, that there

is again queftion of its being evacuated by the

Poles, and pledged, for a loan of 400,000 florins,

by that wealthiefl; of kingdoms.

26.—On our road this morning we had to

crofs the river Pregel, before reaching the Catho-

lic town of Neukirch to dinner ; thence through

the city of Frauenberg, we reached Braunfberg

for the night. Shortly before arriving there you

pafs the frontiers of royal and ducal Pruffia. The

fathers of the Company of Jefus have a college

here.

27.—Here we heard mafs before ftarting

;

travelled through Heiligenbeil ; dined at the

village of Federau. While meat was preparing,

the mildnefs of the weather and the beauty of

the neighbourhood led us to ramble among the

neareft hills and groves. We were, however,

baulked in our delign of killing hares and other

difhes of game. A mean flream flows at the hill

foot : the fnow-covered ice appeared ftrong enough
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to bear us, but the firft who set foot upon It to

crofs went plump into the water, which being

neither deep nor rapid, made the reft, thus fore-

warned, laugh at the lucklefs wight, who got

out without much trouble. The Mafter of the

Horfe, however, incurred a more ferious danger.

He fired at a bird, and his fowling-piece burft to

pieces, a fmall bit wounding him in the arm. If

it had not been God's providence, the accident

might have been of very ferious confequence.

For the fhot was fired clofe to the window

where the Lord Envoy and feveral of his fuite

were converfing unthinking of danger. This

accident gave him much uneafinefs, and he

immediately gave orders that the guns fhould

be unloaded, and thofe that were improperly

charged reloaded by experienced hands. In the

evening we reached Brandenburgh.

28.—Next day, at eleven, we arrived at

Konigfberg. Before dinner was ready we went

to the Catholic parifh church, where one of the

mifiionarles offered up the Divine facrifice. The

clergyman there is a dean, to whom the Ele6lor of

Brandenburg is bound to pay a ftipend of 1000

florins per annum. He has three Jefuit mif-
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fionaries with him, but they live upon alms, and

complained to many of being in want of the

necefTaries of life. This city is the metropolis

of ducal PrufTia, and subject to the Eledlor of

Brandenburgh as its fovereign. The Electoral

Lord-Lieutenant is one of the Dukes of Hol-

ftein, who adminifters the executive power. As

foon as he heard of our arrival, he fent one of

his officials to compliment the Lord Envoy, and

invite him to dine with him at the caftle next

day. The Lord Envoy returned the civilities

through bis officials, but excufed himself from

meeting him, moved, no doubt, by political

reafons, which his long experience of fuch

matters may have fuggefted. The Lord-Lieu-

tenant neverthelefs fent a guard of foldiers as

well for the perfon as for the fecurity of our

property. He alfo fent a band of muiicians,

belonging to the Eledor, to the Lord Envoy's

lodging to ferenade him.

March i.—The Lord Envoy had intended

to leave Konigfberg to-day ; but the difcontent

of our drivers hindered us. They demanded ten

imperials for every horfe to take us to Wilna.
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Whilft our people were bargaining with them,

they ftill increafed their demands, requiring

twelve inftead of ten imperials ; nay, when they

faw us inclined to confent, they were not fatisfied

with current money, but clamoured for twelve

imperials in folid fpecie : for the fcoundrels

believed that our neceffity of going on juftified

their moft unconfcionable extortion. The

Liibeck Conful and the Vogt* Sander, were fent

for, and promifed their affiftance, which was of

no avail. The Lord Envoy being thus driven

to the wall, paid ready money for horfes—called

mufchinlos.

2.—But as thefe horfes had to be brought

from the owner's eftate, we had to tarry a day

longer here. That evening the fecretary went

to thank the Duke of Holftein again for the

guard he had fent. He replied moft politely,

expreifing his regret that he might not call on

the Lord Envoy.

^.—Having provided ourfelves with all that

the feafon and the length of our road demanded,

• The Fogt is the richter, or fenefc/ial, or juge de paix. It is

the title ftill given to that funftionary in Ruffian Poland.

—

Transl.
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we again fet out. We dined at a place called

Hoenrath. Reaching Dapiaw before the day-

was far gone, we remained there, neverthelefs,

for the night, for there was no other inn near.

We were bringing two hounds with us, fuch as

are fent us from England, commended for their

fagacity in the chace. So a pig was bought, and

abandoned to their prowefs, which ferved to

recreate us.*

4.—The town of Pregel is built upon the

river of that name. Leaving the city behind

us, we reached a place called Piotten, where we

comforted ourfelves with dinner at noon. We
reached the city of Ifterburgh in the evening.

The fuite and the horfes remained in the fuburb

;

the Lord Envoy and fome of the officers pafled

the night in the city. The fuburb is divided

from the town itfelf by the river Pregel, over

which is a wooden bridge. The fuburb is not

fubjed to the civic magiftrates, but enjoys certain

exemptions, and depends diredly on the Bran-

• This naive paffage appears worthy of prefervation in the

original Latin, for the edification of all lovers of the noble fcience

of venerie. It runs thus:

—

"Z)«oj canes quales Anglia mhiit,
'' nobifcum duximiis, venandi fagacitate comfnetidatos ; emptus
^' ergo porcus illorumqiie -viaoria relidiis, recreaUoni infer'vnt

."
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denburgh government. In the market-place of

the city, one of the fuite, either out of ill temper

or vanity, would not unload his gun, and as

he difcharged it, the gun burft, and left him to

his lofs, without one. In that town the caftle

belongs to the Elector of Brandenburgh ; the

eleftoral vogt dwells therein, clofely watching the

fayings and doings of the magiftracy.

5.—Having taken a guide to fhow us the

way, we reached Kalapina at dinner-time. We
were going off after the ufual bodily refedions,

but were delayed by the pole of one of the car-

riages breaking ; when it was at length repaired,

we went on as far as Stalabina. Up to this

time we had feen no Jews in Pruflia ; but they

are in great numbers in Poland, and, above all,

in Lithuania,

6.—The more heavily-laden carriages remained

a mile behind us for the night ; at nine this

morning they came up with us. At Wurwal

a Polifh noble joined company with us in a

boaftful fafhion, inquired a great deal about the

ftate of Poland, heard little in reply, and brought

home whatever news his imagination furnifhed.

A troop of foldiers of Caftellan Durozki was
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wintering there ; in our prefence they entered

the village with colours flying. For they had

fallied out a few days before to intercept the

enemy ; but having advanced fifteen miles with-

out meeting the leaft trace of the enemy ^ un-

vidorious, and ftill in the gulfe of viftors, as is

the nature of this vainefl: of nations, they were

returning in triumph. Now the enemy was

neither more nor lefs than fellow-countrymen

who have become hateful to one another out of

party feeling. The party chiefs were Sapieha

and Oginlki. The latter laid wafte the Sapieha

eftates, the former thofe of Oginfki, ruining one

another mutually. In the evening we reached

the village of Diefifkingen, where we began to

find the Jew tavern-keepers.

7.—We entered a foreft which extends nine

miles ; they call it the Wafte ; the road was

fo bad that we were obliged to flop midway.

There was one or two houfes, but nothing to

be had in the place for meat or drink of man or

beaft ; no hay, no oats, no bread, no beer. So

we fent to Kowno for fome provifion, but the

mefTengers did not get back until about mid-

night. We were fcarcely ever fo ill off, or
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hardly fuffered anywhere elfe fuch dearth of

everything. Not far from this there was a

furnace, where they were boiling pitch, which

curiofity led us to fee. The night in that foreft

feemed dangerous enough, on account of the

nightly forays of robbers, and in confequence we

watched in turns by the fire which was kept

burning near the carriages.

8.—When day at laft broke we got through

the reft of the foreft ; and about two in the

afternoon entered the town of Kowno, the

baggage-carriages not coming in after us till

feven in the evening. The fathers of the Com-

pany of Jefus complimented the Lord Envoy on

his arrival.

9.—Having heard mafs in their church next

day, after the due performance of our devo-

tions, the Lord Envoy was brought into their

refe6lory along with his fuite of officers, and

harangued by the youth ftudying there in com-

plimentary profe and verfe. There are ten

Jefuits in that college ; they teach the lower

clafles of grammar, and were then building a

new church. They are dependent upon the

college of Wilna, having no regular foundation
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at Kowno. In the fame city there is a convent

of nuns of Saint Clare, to which the Lord

Envoy, with his fuite, went after dinner, and

the nuns' confefTor, a Francifcan friar, was pre-

fent, and gave leave for the Lord Envoy and

all his company to go through the convent

and refedory, and to have the litany of Loreto

fung in the choir by the nuns and our muficians

together. They fhow a confiderable particle

of the Holy Crofs of our Saviour, which the

confeflbr held for us all to kifs and venerate.

Leaving a handfome alms with the nuns, we

went off to the Francifcan convent, which we

here faw from a diftance. As we entered the

church porch the '^religious" intoned the Te

Deum, the bells ringing out the while. The

church is handfome, confidering the condition

of thofe parts. Leaving an alms there likewife,

we turned homewards. A certain noble Pole,

boafting himfelf the ftandard- bearer of General

Oginfki, afked to fpeak with the Lord Envoy>

but it was to beg the means of continuing his

journey.

10.^—Next morning, in token of their de-

votednefs, the above-mentioned nuns prefented
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the Lord Envoy, who was hearing mafs at their

convent, with mead, brandy, and some bottles of

confe6lions, fuch as their {lender means afforded,

which were not only very gracioufly accepted,

but, moreover, rewarded with his accuftomed

liberality towards '' religious'' and the poor.

When we had taken breakfaft, we fet out again

on our road, which was moft difficult from the

depth of the fnows. A baggage-carriage and

the culinary-carriage were twice fo nearly buried

that the utmoft efforts of everybody were

hardly enough to extricate them. Faffing by

an exceedingly handfome monaftery of fathers

of the order of Saint Benedi6t, we arrived at a

place called Rumzitfki, and clofed our day's

journey.

1 1
.—We reached the village of Zifmar about

noon ; the inn of Alembock at nightfall.

12.—Dined at Deviaw, fupped at Twacka.

13.—Reached Wilna at eleven o'clock; the

fathers of the Society of Jefus came to prefent

their congratulations to the Lord Envoy on

his happy arrival. Prince Sapieha, general of

Lithuania, hearing of our arrival from his

officers, fent forv/ard as many as nine coach-
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men and fledges for our convenience, urging to

know for certain whether we could prefs on our

journey, setting forth that he had fomething of

great importance to confer about with the Lord

Envoy. But our departure being hindered by

a variety of difficulties, we delayed fo long that

the prince could not wait for us ; for he was

obliged to be in Grodno by a certain day to

prefide over the aflembly of the Lithuanian

nobility which was to be held there.

14.—The univerfity and fludents of Wilna

came to the Lord Envoy's lodgings and gave

expreflion to their good wifhes and delires,

both in a panegyrical oration and in congratula-

tory verfe. Heard mafs at the Jefuit fathers',

and after our devotions were invited by them to

go over their college. The library and apotheca

are very fine. As the Poles are in the habit of

drinking liqueurSy and they make great ufe of

medicated waters, many kinds of very agreeably-

flavoured waters and liqueurs were offered by

him who has charge of the apotheca. He was

himfelf a member of the fociety, but the clerks

and chief workmen were all laics. In the high

church of Wilna the high altar deferves all com-
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mendation, both for its artiftic beauty and its

coftlinefs. This church contains a marble chapel

of Saint Cafimir, King of Poland, the altar of

which, in filver gilt, is a fplendid ornament of

this fanduary. The faint's body, in a fhrine,

likewife of gilt filver, is kept above the altar,

fufpended by chains of the fame metal. The

head is preferved at Florence, which claimed it

from an order of knighthood of Saint Cafimir

having been founded there. Clofe by the church

rifes a tower that belongs to the citadel, which

they will have it Saint Cafimir lived in. The

door of the church through which Saint Cafimir

ufed to enter is walled up with lime and ftone.

The reafon that they allege for this is, that per-

fons in a ftate of grievous fin were often flopped

by a myfterious power at that door, and could

go no further. The Dominicans, Brothers of

Mercy, and Bafileans have all diftind monafleries

in this metropolis of. Lithuania.

15.—The Vice-Palatine of Wilna, Mr.

Szumfky, together with the judge of the fortrefs

Szwghowfky, and the notary of the fortrefs

Wolfky, were admitted to the Lord Envoy, and

in the name of General Sapieha proffered him
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in all form very polite welcome and congratula-

tions on his arrival, protefting how anxious he

had been to have a converfation with the Lord

Envoy, and how much he was chagrined that

he might not lay thefe certain urgent affairs be-

fore him, as had been his greateft defire. The

anfwer that the Lord Envoy gave them upon

this, was fo adroitly arranged, that beyond great

politenefs, it had no appearance that might be

taken hold of in the critical circumftances of the

time. When all was ready for ftarting again,

we got over four miles and flept that night at

Miedneck. Li this place fathers of the order

of Saint Auguftin have a monaftery, where we

had divine fervice performed.

16.—The incredible depth of the fnow-drifts

was the chief hindrance to our getting on as faft

as we had expeded. The fledge of the culinary-

carriage broke, the carriage in which the Lord

Envoy was travelling overturned. The horfes and

men were greatly tired to-day. So we made an

end of our fatigue in a town belonging to Sapieha,

called Ofmian, hoping to get on better to-morrow.

There was a Dominican monaflery not far from

our inn. About four in the afternoon a pro-
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ceflion of fcourging penitents ifTued out of their

church, for it was Lenten time. We followed

it into the church and fang the Salve Regina

along with the reft. A fermon in Polifh fol-

lowed, then the chanting of our Lord's paffion
;

and when that was ended, at the tinkling of a

bell the fcourging was repeated.

17.—About noon we reached Buron, where

the Uniat Bafileans have a monaftery. Here is a

miraculous and far-famed image of the Mother

of God. Poles, Lithuanians, and Uniat Greeks

flock in great numbers to venerate it. In order

to perform our devotions there like other people,

maffes were faid by the miffionaries, and our

muficians fang the Litany of Loreto. The

Bafdeans were then building a new church, to

which the Lord Envoy contributed with his

cuftomary liberality. Proceeding onwards, we

reached Fabriz in the evening.

18.—We had to ftrive againft the fnow all

day. The (ledges on which we had put all the

carriages at Wilna were of no help to us. The

meafurelefs forefts, the roadlefs tracts, the ways

obftruded with overhanging trees and boughs

impeded our progrefs. Often we had to turn

VOL. I. E
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back from attempts to get through places where

the pafTage was too narrow, and branches had to

be torn down and gnarled trunks felled before

we could get on. We had a Tartar of the name

of Rifwan, who had a number of other Tartars

under him. We hired all these fellows at Wilna

to carry our baggage on their little fledges.

They were ordered, requefted, and compelled to

give their help to get a baggage carriage and

others out of a fnow- drift into which they had

fallen fo deep, that it is hard to believe what an

amount of labour it required to extricate them.

One of them, when they were nearly defpairing

of their strength, going incautioufly near the

horfes, was hurt in the foot by a reftive horfe,

and has to be cured by our furgeon. It was far

in the night before we reached the village of

Dowi. The Lord Envoy, with the miffionaries

and the firft-clafs officials, took up quarters in a

country-houfe of the Caftellan of Wilna, called

Slufka, the reft pafting the night at the Jew

tavern-keeper's.

19.—This being the feftival of Saint Jofeph,

the fofterfather of Our Redeemer, there was a

difficulty about its celebration, as there was only
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a Ruthenian church in the place ; but a rural

chapel ferved the miffionaries, and there three

maffes in succeffion were faid. It was nearly

ten o'clock when we fet out again, and travelled

all the way through foreft to Rachow, but the day

was not exempt from its troubles. The fnow

yielding on one fide, the carriage which the Lord

Envoy had bought for his private ufe and was

riding in, was upfet and the reft of the carriages

loft their poles. However, a comfortable inn,

which was decent in comparifon with thofe at

which we had hitherto put up, made us forget

the day we had pafled and its troubles. We
found here two monafteries, one of Dominicans,

and the other of Baiileans.

20.—Through unbroken forefts, cumbered with

deep fnow, we wended our way to the village of

Starawez by dinner-hour. The ftaroft of the

place fent a prefent of fifti to the Lord Envoy,

as a token of particular attention. Thence about

four in the afternoon we arrived at Minik.

21.—We refted to-day, and heard mafs in a

poorly-founded college of the Jefuits. There is

only enough to fupport twelve fathers. The

Baiileans, Bernardines, and Discalced friars are in



52 'The Diary of an Amhajfador at

fimilar penury. The Dominicans alone are

better off. A fire that broke out three years

before our arrival had reduced this city, which

was formerly rather opulent, to fuch mifery, that

its previous trade is almoft extind. Of its once

numerous merchants there now remain only two,

and their gains hardly afford them enough to

live upon. In the choir of the Francifcans there

are but two friars, whence you may meafure

their poverty. A barefooted Capuchin, on his

way back from Perfia, along with two barefooted

friars, was lying ill in the college of the fociety.

The Lord Envoy, with the mifTionary, Father

John Berula, and the apothecary, vifited him,

attended by only one fervant ; and feeing the

fick man's ftate, gave orders that whatever

medicines might conduce to his cure should be

furnifhed from his own medicine cheft.

22.—The heavy carriages, that is, the sumpter-

carriages and the kitchen-carriage, which had been

constantly hindrances to our progrefs hitherto,

were laid up in the college of the fociety to be

kept until we came back from Mofcow, or the

Lord Envoy fhould give other orders about

them. The baggage was fet upon little fledges ;
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and having heard mafs at the Dominican fathers',

we ftarted again about eleven o'clock upon our

journey with twenty-eight fmall fledges and four

coaches, got over feven miles of road, and reached

Schlozmin at {tvQw in the evening.

23.—The inn was kept by a Jew, and as

it appeared indecent to have mafs celebrated

under his roof, we refolved to fanctify this Sun-

day in the place where we were to dine, named

Sodin, alias Boguslaw ; but as our inn here was

alfo kept by a Jew, the facrifice was omitted.

The Lithuanians call their inns Krug. We
reached the town of Borifow in the even-

ing. A great calamity had then opprefled the

inhabitants ; for the fadions of Sapieha and

Oginfki had been moft favagely cruel to the

poor wretches. Horrible were the extortions of

money, all the more intolerable for being made

by fellow-countrymen. Of thofe that would not

or could not give money, fome were flaughtered

and numbers nailed by their tongues to the walls

of the houfes.*

* This fierce trait of national manners is tlius worded in the

original:—"Magna turn temporis calamitas incolas prefierat
j

" Sapithanae enim, et Oginflciana: partes in mil'cros crude! ifTune
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24.—We dined in the village of Letfchnizl,

and pafled the night at Krupka.

25.—We got over all the ground to the vil-

lage of Slovine by noon. This village belongs

to Mr. Slovinfki. After dinner, proceeding

onwards, we were impeded by the immenfe and

^Imoft incredible depth of the fnow. For near

this village we afcended a hill, which, after a very

fhort fpace, floped down into a valley and a

fpacious plain. You might have thought that all

the fnow of the whole country round had been

brought there on fet purpofe. So deep did the

empty, unburthened carriages fink down into the

drifts, that all our ftrength of men and horfes

was unequal to get them out. All the day we

were ftuck in that one fpot making defpairing

efforts. Mr. Slovinfki had a country houfe near

where we pafTed the night—the name of the place

is Kadzenick. Mr. Slovinfki was not even at

home. That whole night we left a guard over

the carriages in the fnow -drift.

" defaevierant. Horribiles pecuniarum extorfiones eo intollerabi-

" liores quod a patriotis fiebant; pecuniam dare nolentes aut non

"valentes, aliqui occifi, plurlmi Unguis ad parietes adfixi."

—

Transl.
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26.—Neceflity compelled us to remain at reft.

Our horfes were fo extenuated within thofe

twenty paces that they advanced yefterday, that

nothing but food and repofe feemed capable of

reftoring their exhaufted ftrength. Moreover,

there was a fnow-ftorm all day long, fo violent

that it feemed as if the heavens had refolved to

precipitate with one fupreme effort all their icy

burthen upon the earth. We hoped to get on

better over the fnow with frefh Hedges and

horfes, which were hired to carry the wheels and

loading of the carriages, and all our other bag-

gage of every defcription.

27.—Leaving our refting-place, we plunged

once more into the exceedingly deep fnow,

through which we had rather to hew than to

wend our way. We flopped for the night in the

city of Odrufco. This place is faid to have been

{^v^M miles in circumference in the laft century,

and included two hundred noble churches ; but

in the fierce Mufcovite war againft the Poles was

fo utterly laid wafte that one might apply to it

the lamentations of the poets over the ruins of

Troy : where Pergama once ftood the corn now

waves.
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28.—Through Strafiele to Dopfe, where we

dined. This place belongs to Mr. Oginfki.

We clofed our journey in the evening at Sclowia :

this frontier fortrefs of Lithuania is under Mr.

Genafskij whofe father commanded the right

wing of the Polifh army when the Turkifh fiege

of Vienna was raifed.* The Dominicans have

a monaftery here, and alfo adminifter the parifh

* The fecond famous fiege of Vienna by the Turks, 100,000

ftrong, in 1683, raifed by the Duke of Lorraine in command of

the Emperor's troops, and with the timely and memorable

fuccour of 20, 000 Poles led by John Sobieflci, their heroic king,

whofe joint viftory thus freed Chriftendom from the laft mighty

conquering effort of the barbarous and fanatic Moflems. The
accomplished Evelyn writes in his Diary, on the 15th July, 1683,

at the time of this barbarian enterprife :
—" The Turks were

^' likewife in hoftility againft the German Emperor, almoft

" mafters of the Upper Hungary, and drawing towards Vienna.

" On the other fide, the French King (who it is believed brought

" in the infidels) difturbing his Spanifli and Dutch neighbours,

" having fwallowed up almoft all Flanders, purfuing his ambition

" of a fifth univerfal monarchy; and all this blood and diforder

" in Chriftendom had evidently its rife from our defections at

'' home, in a wanton peace, minding nothing but luxury, ambi-
" tion, and to procure money for our vices. To this add our

" irreligion and atheifm, great ingratitude, and self-intereft j the

" apoftacy of fome, and the fuffering the French to grow fo great,

" and the Hollanders fo weak. In a word, we were wanton,
*' mad, and furfeiting with profperity ; every moment unfettling

" the old foundations, and never conftant to anything. The
" Lord in mercy avert the fad omen, and that we do not provoke

" Him till He bear it no longer."

—

Transl.
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church. To-day was Good-Friday ;
and about

dufk a proceffion was made, reprefenthig the

paffion of Chrift.

2 9.—We performed the cuftomary devotions

of this feafon at the Dominican church. All

vifited the Sepulchre of Chrift in the evening,

and all prepared for Pafchal confeffion.

30.—We folemnly celebrated the feftival of

Chrift's refurredion,—almoft all our company

receiving Holy Communion,—and mafs was

performed with trumpets and drums and all

the Lord Envoy's orcheftra ; after which we

dined with the governor of the fortrefs, John

Modlok, of a Dantzick family, and a Lutheran.

He is a man of great gravity of deportment, and

extremely kind. Through his attention and by

his command, houfes fit for us to lodge in were

opened, which the Jews, who are the principal

and moft influential inhabitants of the place,

had ihut up. The day after our arrival, which

took place late in the evening, he vifited the

Lord Envoy, and omitted no attention which

extreme politenefs could fuggeft. As foon as

he learnt that we meant to make our facramental

confefiion for the feaft of Eafter at the Domini-
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cans, he would take no excufe until the Lord

Envoy promifed to dine with him on that feftival.

The entertainment, though ordained in Polifh

guife, was handfome enough. He fent hay and

oats for our horfes. The Lord Envoy recipro-

cated his exceeding attentions and kindnefs by

fending a filver cup to his lady by the mafter of

the horfe.

31.—The Dniepr flows paft this city. After

hearing mafs at the Dominicans, we all at length

got fafely acrofs that river, though not without

confiderable danger ; for the ice was expedled to

break up every moment, and, in fad, the Lord

Envoy was ftill upon it when clofe to him a

peafant fell through it into the river. Fortu-

nately there was fuch a concourfe of people to

fee us pafs, that, after fom.e difficulty, they got

him out. We reached Haradifca that day, and

flopped In the citadel, where the governor of

Sclowla fupplled us with every convenience.

April i.—Snow, and heavy rain mixed with

fnow, overcait the day, fo that we were obliged

to refl our horfes, fatigued with yefterday's

fevere journey. We waited for better weather
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to-morrow. The governor of Sclowia, whom

we have already mentioned feveral times, and

who had llkewife this fortrefs in charge, kept

a huge bear here, which we went to fee feveral

times, and every time with increafed wonder.

2.—A little before we fet out, the greater part

of our draught horfes were fent forward. An

under- coachman was near to have met with a

dreadful accident ; he had been dragged along to

a confiderable diftance by his hot-fpirited team,

and would have run the rifk of being killed if

another had not ftopped the horfes. About two

in the afternoon we arrived at tlie town of

Hortki, which is of immenfe length, and as full

as it can hold of Jews.. Here was our refting-

place : we had to pafs the night in Jewifh houfes:

the private rooms fhowed fome figns of cleanli-

nefs, but thofe who flept upon ftraw found it

moft naufeoufly filthy ; toads were found in the

corner where the mafter of the horfe had laid his

head to reft.

3,—The fecretary, attended by two fervants

on horfeback, was fent to Smolenfko to announce

the approach of the Imperial Lord Envoy to the

Woivode who lived there. The Lord Envoy
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and all his fuite pafTed the night in the frontier
|

town of Poland, called Radzin. The fecretary 'i

pafled the night in TofuhofF, the neighbouring

Mufcovite place. A river flows clofe to Radzin,

which forms the boundary between Lithuania and

Mufcovy. Fifteen years ago, when a treaty

of peace was being negotiated between thofe

puiflant neighbours, the place of congrefs was

built over the river, fo that the plenipotentiaries

on either fide remained within their refpedlive

territories.

4.—At daybreak the fecretary, who was to

choofe a fuitable lodging for the Lord Envoy,

fummoned the ftaroft of the place to his prefence.

He had been fent for the day before, but the

meflenger feemed to have negleded his com-

miffion. The ftaroft perfifked in denying that

anybody had called for him the day before

;

whereupon one of the fecretary's fervants, who

knew the Ruflian language, beat and abufed him^

without the fecretary's knowledge or will. Several

houfes were then examined along with the ftaroft,

in order to feled one fit to lodge the Lord

Envoy fuitably to his rank. When we had

gone into the houfe of a citizen or peafant, the
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mafter, accompanied by a crowd of Mufcovites

that he had colledled round him, followed us

flowly, and when he faw that a fmall but clean

chamber was marked by the fecretary as the

lodging of their approaching gueft, he inftantly

furioufly fnatched up a block of wood that lay

convenient to his hand, and feveral times Jaid it

luftily about the perfon of the ftaroft, vociferating

horribly. The fecretary, ignorant of the lan-

guage, and in doubt what could be the matter,

or to whom all this fury was addrefled, learnt at

length from a fervant, after long enquiries, that

the ftaroft was beaten becaufe he was in the habit

of affigning this man's houfe for the lodging of

every comer. Menacing the peafant to bring

the matter before the authorities at Smolenfko,

and threatening to exad: condign punifhment, the

fecretary proceeded on, and reached Smolenfko

that evening. There, though his fervant was

well {killed in the Ruffian tongue, and had fuffi-

ciently explained the rank and demands of the

fecretary to the captain of the guard, he had

neverthelefs to wait a whole hour for the arrival

of a Latin interpreter for a fuller explanation.

His firft care was to afk about the letters which
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he knew from the fecretary's anfwers he was

charged with for the Woivode, and afked to be

allowed to infpe6l them outfide the town gate.

The fecretary briefly explained to him that the

place and the due cuflody of fealed letters pre-

vented him from doing fo ; and begged to be

conduced to a fuitable lodging, where he and his

{ervants might put up, adding that it was not

fair to leave his horfes longer {landing in the

cold, tired as they were with long and conftant

travel. The interpreter coincided in this, and

in perfon led the fecretary through the town gate

to houfes that are fet apart for travellers. This

interpreter, after feeing the letters, left the fecre-

tary and went off to the Woivode, to whofe

prefence fhortly after the fecretary was fum-

moned. When he had paffed the threfliold of

the apartment, the Woivode in perfon, attended

by a fplendid ftaff of nobles and military officers,

advanced into the middle of the room to meet

him. Having explained his bufinefs, and, with

proper refpeft, prefented his letters, which were

received with no lefs politenefs, a cup was filled,

after the fafhion of the country, firft of a kind

of brandv and then of wine, to the health of the
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Lord Envoy. The Woivode anfwered that he

would fee that everything (hould be done in

fuitable order ; and then we treated about the

reception of the Lord Envoy at the frontier with

becoming honour, and getting a fufRcient number

of potwodi* And this day the Lord Envoy

with his whole fuite came on to TohufoiF to

await the fecretary, who was to have come back

with a Mufcovite commifTary.

5.—Early in the morning the fecretary prefled

his demands of yefterday on the Woivode, and

was told that the foldiers and a pristaw, or com-

mifTary, had already been fent off for the cere-

mony of reception upon the frontier, but that

it was not cuftomary to give potwodi before

arrival at Smolenfko. The latter part was un-

expefted, for the fecretary knew that the Lord

Envoy, confident of finding potwodi at the fron-

tier, would pay off the others. So he made

great and prefling inflances for the potwodi, and

at length obtained that a public courier fhould

be fent off to colleft as many potwodi as the

* Peafants' carts, collefted" by requifition of the authorities,

and which the peafants][are bound to furnifh when called upon.

—Transl.
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Lord Envoy might think necefTary : this, how-

ever, was not granted as a right, but as a proof

of their fingular defire to obh'ge. At laft, late

in the evening, the courier and his two atten-

dants ftarted from Smolenfko, his departure being

hurried by the fecretary, who forefaw clearly

that the arrival of the commifTary and foldiers

without potwodi would be in no flight degree

displeasing to the Lord Envoy. The fecretary

travelled in a fledge on his return, the fervants

going a little in advance of him. Unluckily

they met a number of Mufcovite dealers on the

narrow road, and the wild fellows fl:upidly pre-

tended that the merchants and their loads muft

quit the way, and give it up entirely to them.

One of them had laid his drawn fword upon the

back of one of the merchants, and the Mufco-

vites were preparing to do battle and defend

themfelves, when the fecretary and his condudor,

the public courier, put an end to the row, which

was afliiming a dangerous charadter. Having

got over eight miles of road, he reached Tohu-

fofl^ two hours after midnight. Here the Lord

Envoy was ftill tarrying, out of forts that the

pristaw fliould come attended with a guard of
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only five foldlers to receive him. So that when

the captain had delivered the Woivode's com-

pliments, and announced that he had received

commands to efcort the Lord Envoy to the

fortrefs of Smolenlko, the latter curtly anfwered

him, that he would not leave the place where he

was until a fufficient number of potwodi and

more foldiers arrived. The captain made this

known to the Woivode, faying he would remain

where he was until the return of the courier.

Thefe things had taken place before the fecre-

tary's return.

6.—At funrife the fecretary gave an account

of his miffion, to the Lord Envoy's apparent

fatisfadion ; and being certain of potwodi, our

Tartar, Rifwan Muftapha, who had been em-

ployed with twenty-one men, twenty horfes, and

twenty-eight fledges for carrying our baggage

hitherto, was difcharged and paid off. Mean-

time fearch was made by the captain and the

ftaroft for a fufficient number of potwodi. The

courier who had been defpatched to Smolenfko

had returned in the evening announcing that

five more strelitz were coming ; on learning

which the Lord Envoy made no further difficulty,

VOL. I. F
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and next day he fet out with the captain and

strelitz rather late in the day, on purpofe to

meet the foldiers the farther from Mofcow. Nor

was any more refpedt paid to the captain than

to the commifTaries, and he was allowed to

remain ftanding bareheaded, as if nobody had

feen him ; but, in truth, it was not without

reafon, for he had omitted to give the Czar's

falute—the greateft Mufcovite mark of refped.

In a village called Nova-Scola we flopped for

that day.

8.—The fecond day after leaving TohufofF

we had hardly ftarted on our journey when we

met the five strelitz who were to join our

efcort. We arrived at Aryhorcowa, a village

about four miles diftant from Smolenfko, at

dinner hour. An interpreter had been waiting

for us here from the day before ; his fon and the

ftaroft of the place prefented us with bread and

fait, a token of hofpltallty according to the

cuftom of the country, by which the greateft

poffible fincerlty of heart is teftlfied by the

Mufcovltes. When the Lord Envoy had

entered the Inn, the interpreter, with a very

polite falute, announced that he had been fent
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on to this place, by the order and command

of the Woivode of Smolenfko, to Infpect the

Imperial credentials, and the original of his

pafTport. When the Imperial credentials were

exhibited to him, before he had well looked at

them he kifled them all over ; but examined

our paflport moft minutely word by word, after

which, with becoming refpect, he went on before

us to Smolenfko. We fet out after him as

foon as we had dined ; and reached Lubna in

the evening.

9.—About feven in the morning, as we were

on our way, another official met us with greet-

ings in the name of the Woivode, for the Lord

Envoy. About ten the fame day we entered

Smolenfko in exceedingly handfome order, our

trumpeters founding a flourifh as we entered

within the walls of the fortrefs, and continuing

to play until the Lord Envoy had reached his

lodgings. A white ftandard, furrounded by a

multitude of foldiers, floated from the city walls ;

two more fluttered above the gate—one blood-

red, the other fky-blue. The whole garrifon

lined the fl:reets from the gate ; and an amazing

multitude of people crowded to meet us.

F Z



68 The Diary of an Amhajfador at

Peter Samuelowicz* Soltikow, a Boyar and

Senator, who was at that time Woivode of the

fortrefs of Smolenfko, a man remarkable for his

politenefs among the Ruffians, after the cere-

monies of reception and congratulation, fent

moft civilly to invite the Lord Envoy to dinner

next day. But the dignity of his official rank

requiring that the latter fhould be firft vifited,

and not be the firft to vifit, hindered him from

accepting this invitation. The Woivode re-

plied that by the cuftom of the people of Muf-

covy he who ffiould firft afk the other to vifit

him was entitled to the firft vifit, and explain-

ing through the interpreter how defirous he

was of feeing the Lord Envoy, he protefted that

he would certainly call upon him if he were not

impeded by a grave infirmity from which he was

fuffering, and fo obliged to do violence to his

wiffies. The interpreter added, that the Woi-

vode was defirous to know whether the Lord

Envoy would prefer the cuftomary provifion in

* Samuelowicz, i. e., Son of Samuel; the RufTian cuftom

being to name a perfon by his father's as well as by his own

chriftian name, often even to the omiffion of the fuiname.

—

Transl.
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kind or in money. The anfwer given to which

was, that the Lord Envoy wifhed for nothing

except the friendfhip of the Lord Woivode ; and

begged only that the Woivode would be kind

enough to have potwodi procured fpeedily, to

accelerate his departure.

10.—Next morning a colonel was fent with

the interpreter to reiterate to the Lord Envoy,

on the Woivode's behalf, the requefts of the

preceding day ; begging moft earneftly of him

at leafl: to afford him the opportunity of which

he was fo defirous, of converging with him. A
requeft from his wife was joined to this, infinuat-

ing that he might, without any prejudice, grant

thofe honours to a lady which he felt a difficulty

about yielding to a man. The Lord Envoy

could no longer refill fuch polite inftances ; and

anfvvered that he would vifit the Lord Woivode

as he was ill, provided the Woivode would fend

a carriage for him ; for that he did not wifh to

ufe his own, left the horfes fhould be difturbed

in the reft fo neceflary for them after fuch a long

journey. The Woivode omitted no particular,

and moft anxious for a fpeedy vifit, fent a coach

and fix, attended by thirty lacqueys, all drefi'ed
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in the fame colour. A guard on horfeback,

with colours flying, preceded the Lord Envoy

on his way to the Woivode's houfe. The Wol-

vode, who was waiting in the hall, came to meet

the Lord Envoy down all the fteps, which were

lined on either fide by a great number of nobles

and officers ; the Lord Envoy protefting againft

an invalid putting himfelf to fuch great incon-

venience to offer to a private individual (for he

had for the moment laid alide his public charac-

ter, and was attended by only two of his fer-

vants) fo much fuperfluous honour. To which

the Woivode replied, that he knew with what

honours he ought to be received ; and when he

had conduced him to the feat of honour, he

prefented him with china vafes, and beftowed

many other tokens of civility upon him.

Moreover, in his own name, he fent a pre-

fent of beer and oats. The Lord Envoy, on

his part, prefented the Woivode's lady with

an exceedingly beautiful and artfully wrought

image of Our Lady of Zenta, and to his fon

fome very rare confeftions. Mr. John Berula,

the miffionary, who fpoke the Polijfh language,

was allowed to vifit a fick Catholic Pole, to
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hear his confefTion, and give him the Holy

Communion.

II.—We remained ftill at Smolenfko. This

city, now the frontier fortrefs of Mufcovy, was

wrefted out of the hands of the Poles fome forty

years ago, along with whom every veftige of the

Catholic religion was driven out. The Society

of Jefus had a college here, the Dominicans,

Francifcans, and Auguftinians, all had monaf-

teries, from which they were expelled to make

way for the Ruffians, who now inhabit them.

A Ruffian monk, named Simeon, who was

averred by the inhabitants to be nearly a hundred

years old, a6led as metropolitan. The Imperial

ambaflador, Mr. De Zierowfki, on his way to

Mofcow, was not allowed to enter this city.

We were permitted, however, as a mark of

particular friendfhip, perhaps becaufe the Muf-

covite monarch is now fo clofely allied with

our moft auguft Imperial mafter. To-day all

the potwodi were colleded, to the number of

fixty.

12.—'The fnow having thawed, it was deemed

better to place the coaches and baggage carriages

upon wheels again. The captain whom we
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had prevloufly from TohufofF to Smolenlko, the

pristaw Captain Paul Hanfow, a Ruffian born,

was changed for another of German extradlion,

a Proteftant of the confeffion of Augfburg, a

major in the fervice of his Majefty the Czar,

by name Wend ; with whom, and ten ftreHtz

(javelin foldiers), paffing by a wooden bridge

over the Dniepr, which flows by Smolenlko, we

began our journey afrefh. The road was diffi-

cult and muddy, and yielded in fuch a way under

our carriages as to be almofl impradlicable. The

horfes frequently fank fo deep that hardly any-

thing but their heads could be feen, and it was

extremely difficult to get them out again.

Another hindrance arofe from the breaking

down of a vehicle on which a calk of wine was

carried. At laft we reached Lawrow in the

evening.

13.—The exceeding mildnefs of the atmo--

fphere induced us, at Zuruckow, to dine in the

open air, though there was a convenient chamber

at hand. A countlefs quantity of llreamlets and

bridges, great and fmall, had to be palfed.

The water of thefe namelefs ftreams is fometimes

tolerably deep ; and would, in one inftance, have
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drowned a rafh ftrelitz and his horfe, If there had

not been fpeedy aid at hand. We were obliged

to pafs the night at Kinow, as the Dniepr awaited

us next day.

14.—After about half a mile we came to the

Dniepr. The paffage was extremely dangerous,

for we had to crofs it by a moveable bridge,

while it was rolling down huge fragments of the

ice which had been broken up by thirty peafants.

Great part of the bridge was already under water,

the horfes were furrounded by the feething cur-

rent, there was no longer any fure footing, and

the fervants were beginning to be forgetful of

themfelves and of the horfes : and affuredly we

fhould have loft fome of our fervants in croffing

here, who were on the bridge along with fix

horfes, if the Divine providence, to whom it

behoveth us to attribute every good gift, had

not fingularly affifted us. For two of the horfes

were ftruggling in the waters, and beyond all

doubt would have been fwept by the fierce flood

beneath the ice which remained unbroken below

and above, had not feveral peafants who were

at hand, by fhoving off boats and beams, and

by dragging them, brought them to the bank.
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The others, which had not been carried away by

the current of the bridge, fortunately reached

the oppofite bank. A pralfeworthy anxiety had

induced the Lord Envoy to be the lafl to crofs
;

and as he did fo, two of our trumpeters blew a

gay rebec in his honour from a high hill on the

oppofite fhore. Dinner being taken to this hill

(the cook having been fent on before us), we

made our repafl here. As we were at dinner,

an officer of the Czar's fervlce, who was pafling

that way, and who knew our commlfiary, brought

fome news from Mofcow. He was a lieutenant,

and had been eight days on the road fince he left

Stollza*—for fo they call Mofcow. We had to

pafs through fix miles of forefl, which our apo-

thecary pralfed marvelloufly becaufe he found

incenfe. In the mldft of the forefl; we refl:ed for

the night.

15.—One of the potwodi was punifhed with

the battok (a kind of flogging) for having fliruck

one of the foldlers in a quarrel. Beyond the

forefl: Is the village of Martlnkowa, pafiing

through which we reached Ufitvega for dinner.

* Stoliza—the throne, feat, or capital.
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Our evening journey was greatly retarded by the

multitude of bridges that had to be repaired ; fo

that it was late when we reached the city of

Dragabufa. This place is fortified, and was

formerly fubjed to the Poles. Here is ufually

made the firft change of potwodi : for the fame

potwodi are not kept on throughout, and this for

a double reafon ; firft, not to burden the people

too feverely ; and fecondly, that the ambafladors

may travel the fafter with frefli teams. A very

fharp look out muft be kept, left the departing

potwodi—moft rapacious thieves—fhould carry

anything off with them.

16.—Having changed our potwodi, we crofled

the Boryfthenes for the firft time this day out-

fide the city, and for thefecond at Wiladowa, the

village where we halted for the night.

17.—Faffing by the Bafilean monaftery of

Baldawina, we ftopped to dine at Scherbina.

Thence paffing the river Oftree, the bridge over

which we had to repair, we arrived at Jfchobotfelo.

Our commifiary, transferring his own negligence

about repairing the bridges to another's ftioulders,

condemned the ftaroft of the neighbouring place,

whom he faid he had charged with that duty the
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day before, to above a hundred blows of the

battok.

1 8.—One of our horfes was loft, and found

in a cowhoufe, where the thieving attention of

our corpulent hoft had hidden it. When it was

found, the rafcal received an abundant retribution

of battok. We pafled through Stanifcha and

refted for dinner at Semblowa ; whence, travel-

ling through unbroken foreft until ten o'clock

at night, we flopped at the river Hugra. Here

the Lord Envoy was fupperlefs ; the carriages,

with the culinary apparatus and all the reft of

the baggage train, being retarded by the badnefs

of the road ; and here, expofed to intenfe cold,

we had to wait until day broke. Hot wine

ferved many inftead of a ftove.

19.—Next morning, when we were thinking

of crofting the river, a warm difpute arofe touch-

ing a certain perfon's brandy, with whofe petu-

lance the Lord Envoy was greatly oft^^nded.

After crofting the river we reached the town of

Viafma : here was our fecond changing ftation.

The day before, the commift'ary had been fent

forward to prevent needlefs delay about coIle6t-

ing potwodi in that town ; and he had managed
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fo well that, after changing potwodi^ we reached

Jurenowa the fame day.

20.—We refted about noon in a foreft nine

miles in length, getting out of which we halted

for the night in Seymeftia Zarowa.

21.—We had dinner in Bubaliza, and fupper

in Schlodrofko.

22.—Finer weather could not be than favoured

our way to Barikein for dinner. We reached

the town of Mofaifko at fupper time. Here is

our third changing place.

23.—As we were celebrating the feaft of Saint

George the wine began to run fhort, to fupply

for which a letter was written to Mr. Carbonari

to fend fome to meet us. The commifTary sent

this letter by a ftrelitz to Mofcow, in order that

the minifters might be advifed of our near

approach. In the evening we changed potwodi^

and afterwards reached Madinowa.

24.—We pafTed in the foreft a crofs covered

with numerous infcriptions, erected to mark

the fpot where more than thirty perfons were

maflacred in a body by robbers. At Kimika

Powodifcka the Boyar Janow has a very hand-

fomely kept villa, a pleafure-garden laid out in



7 8 'The Diary of an Ambajfador at

divers plots, a curioufly clipped grove embellifhed

with artificial mounds on either fide. The apart-

ments were neat enough, which induced us to dine

there. On the road to Kuwitza, where we were

to halt that night, we met Mr. Otho Pleyer,

who was fent fome fiaur years ago into Mufcovy

by his mofl: augufl: majefliy the Emperor to learn

the language of the country.

25.—A very bad road brought us to Wefamba,

a village belonging to Prince Golizin ; whence

after dinner we went on to Auinkowa. The

Czar's phyfician, Mr. Carbonari, in confequence

of the letters which the Lord Envoy had written

to him, fent his fl:epson to accompany us all the

refl: of the way. In confequence of which he met

us about a mile from the lafl:-mentioned village,

in company with his wife, whom he had brought

with him from Mofcow. Several others met us

at the fame time, led to do fo by various reafons,

to fhow how loyal they were to the Emperor, and

how devoted in like manner to the Lord Envoy.

Among the principal were the Imperial Colonel

of Artillery De Grage, who had been fent three

years before, with other officers, into the Czar's

fervice; the Imperial miflionary, Mr. Paul
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Jarofch, Lieutenant-Colonel Duprez, Major

Menzies (Menefius), fon of the late General

Menzies ; and feveral other artillery officers and

engineers. This meeting took place in a mofl

lovely, wide-fpreading plain. When greetings

and welcomes were over, the wine-cups were

brought out in friendly fafhion. We fet out

again afterwards, and all pafled that night at

Adinkowa.

26.—At funrife, when morning greetings had

been exchanged politely, thofe who came to meet

us fet out again for Mofcow. Our commiffary

had received an order from the miniftry to detain

us in the village of Mammonaf until the ift of

May. The Lord Envoy, in confequence, fent

Mr. Pleyer back to Mofcow to prefs for an

earlier entry, and to purchafe and bring us pro-

vifions. Half a mile further on we came to the

village of Mammonaf, where we were to wait

until leave fhould be given to enter the city of

Mofcow. Mammonaf, three miles diftant from

Mofcow, is a fmall village, where but extremely

modeft accommodation is to be found in the

peafants' houfes. They told us there were great

numbers of partridges in the neighbourhood, fo
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the Lord Envoy went out to difport himfelf

with the chafe, and brought home fome In the

evening.

27.—Everything was being prepared for a

becoming entry. The commifTary meanwhile

went off fecretly to Mofcow. Mr. Pleyer fent up

provifionSj a tent, and the meffenger we expected

about our earlier admiffion.

28.—The prijiaw returned to announce that

we might foon enter the city. In the afternoon

Mr. Pleyer came back along with Mr. Zoppot.

Shortly after followed a ftrelitz with a minifterial

order for us to be ready for our entry on the

morrow, but not to quit the place where we were

until further orders. A little while after, an

official of the ambaffadorial pricaffa* arrived,

announcing that the 29th of April was fixed for

our entry, that everything fhould be in readinefs

to begin our progrefs early next morning, but

that we fhould have to wait a little while a mile

from Mofcow, in order that the Mufcovites on

* " Quidam cancellifta ex Pricaffa legatoria." Those whom
our author calls cancellifla were upper clerks ; and the Prtcajfa

legatoria, or, as he Ibmetimes calls it, cancellaria legatoria, was

the old Ruffian Foreign Office.

—

Transl.
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their part might have time to have everything in

order to receive us with due honour.

29.—About feven in the morning we moved

off from Mammonoff towards Mofcow. After

two miles we faw the monaftery of nuns,

fituated to the right. Here Sophia is fhut up

and always ftridlly watched by the authorities

for having feveral times confpired with rebels

againft her moft serene brother the Czar. As

we approached Mofcow a number of Mufcovites

and foreigners rode out on horfeback to meet us,

to see the fafhion of our coaches and our drefs.

The nearer we approached the city, the more

our road and quiet were interrupted. It is cer-

tainly a marvellous fafhion, which made the

prijiaw very fuffy—orders now to go flow, now

to prefs on, puzzled and wearied the good man

exceedingly. In approaching and meeting the

Czar's carriage the coachman has need of a cer-

tain pradlice and dexterity to keep always on

the right hand, which the Mufcovites try every

poffible rufe to get. The mafter of the horfe

headed the whole proceffion of our Lord Envoy,

and deferved no little praife for never turning to

the left, always keeping the right, paying no
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attention to the admonitions of the -prijlaw, the

interpreter, and others, to go to the left, even

though fome of them mendacioufly told him

that fuch were the Lord Envoy's orders. This

had always been a point of great difficulty at the

reception of ambafladors, the Mufcovites having

the ambition to pretend to this exceedingly empty

prerogative. The controverfy at times led to

difputes and altercations, neither willing to move

firft, and each moft fharply struggling to get the

pofl: of honour. There was no fuch difpute at

our reception, for the Mufcovite commifTary,

waiving all difpute about this prerogative, was

the firft to get down from his coach, went to

meet the Lord Envoy, and in the coach and elfe-

where modeftly gave the firft place to the Lord

Envoy, and gave no fign of the arrogance of a

former time. We were all amazed at this fudden

national metamorphofis, and the Lord Envoy

thanked his ftars that he was the firft to find

dormant and almoft extin(5t thofe controverfies,

the obftinate defence of which had caufed fo much

trouble to all who had preceded him in a fimilar

capacity. As long as the moft aufpicious reign

of his prefent majefty the Czar lafts, I do not
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think that this people will relapfe into such pre-

tenfions. Horfes from the ftables of his majefty

the Czar were afTigned to the embafTy officials,

with faddles and trappings adorned in the richeft

way with embroidery of gold and gems : grooms

in handfome red tunics held them to be mounted.

The entry itfelf was fplendidly grand and truly

magnificent.

1°.—The proceffion was preceded by four com-

panies of foldiers led by fome one belonging to

the Chancery.

2°.—Then followed the Lord Envoy's mafler

of the horfe, and after him four horfes, led by

fervants. The trappings of thefe horfes, each of

different coloured filk, were exceedingly hand-

fome.

3°-—Came the Lord Envoy's officials, mounted

upon the Czar's horfes, with trappings glittering

with gold and filver, and head-gear of variegated

plumes. Along with them rode feveral of the

Czar's nobility.

4°-— Ii^ the Czar's carriage, which was gilt

all over and drawn by fix white horfes, came the

Lord Envoy with the Czar's commifTiry and an

interpreter.



54 '^he Diary of an Amhajfador at

5°.—The private carriage of the Lord Envoy,

very handfomely adorned with painting, gilding,

and filk of various colours, drawn by fix fplendid

dark brown horfes. On either fide of the carri- ,

age walked eight footmen in exceffively rich livery.

6°.—The firft coach for the officials, orna-

rnented in the fame manner.

7°.—'The fecond coach for the officials (in

which fat the three miffionaries), drawn by fix

horfes, as were alfo the travelling carriage and the

refl.

8°.^—Then came the Lord Envoy's horfes,

which had all been brought from Vienna.

9°.—Four more companies of foldiers clofed

the proceffion.

io°.— Finally, about fifty Mufcovite vehicles,

conveying the Lord Envoy's goods and baggage,

were drawn to the houfes which were to be in

readinefs for our lodging. An immenfe multi-

tude crowded the ftreets on either fide ; and as

our proceffion was conduded acrofs the flone

bridge and through the Czar's caflle, called the

Kremlin, the Czarine and feveral other princeffes

of the blood were looking out of their windows.

I think it worthy to be particularly remarked that
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It is not always ambafladors are allowed to enter

Mofcow by the ftone bridge and the Czar's caftle

of the Kremlin ;—nay, at firfl: another route was

appointed, by which we fhould have had to crofs

the river on a floating bridge, but the Lord

Envoy having remonftrated, obtained his wifhes.

The rich glitter of the equipages, the perfe6t

elegance of fafhion of the Lord Envoy and all

his fuite, induced the Czarine and many other

princefTes to look out upon the fcene. To

gratify their curiofity, the folemn entry, contrary

to the eftablifhed cuftom, was allowed to take

place through the Czar's very fortrefs of the

Kremlin : fuch a prodigy of innovation long

kept not only the Mufcovites but alfo the royal

and other foreign minifters In amazement. Be-

fore we reached the houfes deftined for our

lodging, the prijiaw conduced the Lord Envoy

through the apartments and bed-rooms deftined

for his own accommodation : the vice-mafter of

the horfe to the Czar delivered the keys. But

the place was quite too fmall to lodge fuch a

number of men and horfes, and drew from the

Lord Envoy a proteft that they muft find him

more commodious lodgings, faying that he knew
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not how he could keep his people and horfes

in fuch narrow quarters. Though the prijiazv

promifed to relate all faithfully, neverthelefs Mr.

Pleyer was charged with a fimilar mefTage to the

Prime Minifter, Leo Kirilowicz Nareikin, with

the addition that the Lord Envoy would not

difmifs the potwodi until a more decent and com-

modious lodging was afligned to him, for that

fuch a narrow place was infufficient for the fafe

cuftody of his property. Though Narefkin had

rudely anfwered that houfes in Mofcow could not

be had as commodious as in Vienna—that it had

coft a deal of trouble to find that lodging—that

the Lord Envoy might be perfedly contented

with it, efpecially confidering the cafe of the late

Mufcovite envoy, Cofmo Nikitiz NephimonofF,

who was not allowed to bring all his horfes with

him to Vienna— neverthelefs, the interpreter,

Mr. Schwerenberg, to perfuade us to difmifs the

potwodiy gave hopes that we fhould foon obtain a

large houfe ; and the weather coming on to rain,

fell in with his advice to houfe our property at

length, after it had been expofed to all the

vicifTitudes of the weather and ftorms on our long

journey.
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30.—The day after our arrival the prifiaw

came again to talk about the cuftomary free

maintenance. The Lord Envoy Showed him

once more, and convincingly, how notorioufly

impoflible it was for him to ftay here—that ten

perfons were huddled into the fame room—that

the ftables could not contain the horfes—that

there was no cellar, no kitchen—that dinner had

to be cooked every day in the open air—that

the houfe was built of lath, which the flighteft

fpark might inadvertently fet in a blaze—that

they were not to dream he had come thither to

coin a fortune—that his only motive for coming

was to carry out the moft clement commands of

the moft auguft Emperor with due and humble

refpecft—that the fightly decorum and number

of his fuite belonged to the honour of the moft

auguft Emperor his mafter, as well as to that of

his Majefty the Czar ; for that it turned in no

fmall degree to the honour of a fovereign that an

ambaftador fhould come with fignal pomp—that

the example of the late Mufcovite envoy alleged

bv Narefkin could not form a precedent to mea-

fure his treatment by, for that his leaving his

horfes at Tarnoberg to be fed at the Emperor's
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coft, was to be attributed to his ftinglnefs and

immoderate grafping cupidity, and not to any

order of hindrance, of which a thought had never

been entertained ; that he fcarcely paid in falaries

of his officers one-half as much as the Lord

Envoy gave daily to his mefTengers, fince Nephi-

monoff himfelf reckoned each day at fixpence

(^denarius')—that he had had an allowance of a

thoufand imperials paid him monthly from the

Imperial treafury, but that he (the Imperial Lord

Envoy) would never afk anything for main-

tenance if they would agree to a flraightforward

contradl—that their ambaiTadors, of whatfoever

rank and dignity, fhould not thenceforward have

any right to make claims of that kind in Vienna.

That he hoped not alone to have the moft

clement ratification of fuch an arrangement, but

for the repayment of whatever expenfes might

be meantime incurred. Now, Nephimonoff,

the laft envoy of the Czar to the Imperial

Court, had never fairly related to the Czar's

minifters the amount he had drawn from the

Imperial treafury ; but having ftated much lefs

than he had received, gave a handle to the

Lord Envoy to prove the truth, as well by
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explanations as by the very depofitions of his

own domeftics, which they were juridically

coerced to make. Thus moft fhamefully con-

vidled, he paid the penalty of his mendacity in

no fmall fhare of the fair gold Kremnitz pieces

which he had avaricioufly heaped up. It was

eafy to know that it was the familiar cuftom of

Mufcovite envoys never to tell the real truth on

their return home about the rich maintenance

and other honours which ufually attach them to

foreign courts, fearful of awakening to their own

prejudice the jealoufy of others to be fnarers with

them. The prijtaw having fubfequently afked

for the delivery of the original pafTport, was an-

fwered that it would be contrary to cuftom to

do fo, for that the pradice had long become

obfolete ; that the original pafTport fhould be

exhibited to the Woivode of Smoleniko or his

delegate at the frontier, and an authentic copy of

it delivered. That this had been already done,

and that no doubt the Woivode muft have

already forwarded that copy to the chancery in

accordance with his duty. Finally, that the

Lord Envoy, though not as of right, yet to fhow

a marked fign of his difpofition to oblige, was
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ready to deliver another copy. Still greater was

the hardihood of the Latin interpreter, a Pole,

called Laurefco, an apoftate from the Order of

Saint Dominic to the Ruffian tenets. This fellow

contended that the extradition of the original

pafTport was due, quite as a matter of right,

efpecially as he could adduce the recent inftance

of the Imperial AmbafTador, Mr. Zierowflci.

The Lord Envoy, furprifed at the man's im-

pudence, proved to him by the evidence of his

eyes, that he was himfelf the very perfon who,

by orders of the ambaflador in queftion, had

delivered merely a copy to this very Laurefco, as

he himfelf perfedlly well knew. That he had,

moreover, kept accurate note of the difcourfe

which he (Laurefco) had dared to infinuate touch-

ing the Princefs Sophia, on the 6th of June,

1684; and warned the fellow, who grew pale,

not to prefume henceforth to tell, in his prefence,

tales of fuch falfehood, but rather to abftain from

further meeting, and from that time forward

he was never feen in our houfe. Although the

blufh that forthwith fuffufed his face bore wlt-

nefs to his interior confufion at this point of the

unexpected anfwer which he received, neverthe-
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lefs, his outward pertinacity was no wife over-

come, and he tried to induce the Lord Envoy

with his importunities to end by giving up his

original paflport, upon condition that the original

pafTport of the ambaflador, frequently before

mentioned, fhould be brought from the chancery

and exhibited to him, faying that an envoy might

tread in the footfteps of an ambaffador if it were

fair to argue from the greater to the lefs. That

he had an accurate knowledge of everything that

had been done on either fide for the laft fifty

years—that he had every point noted down, and

that he wanted nobody's aid—that he mufl: be

unjuflily mifl:akcn for fomebody elfe. All this

talk ended with his propofing of the milder con-

dition—to allow him at leaft the paflport to take

a copy of it at the chancery. But the Lord

Envoy replied that he mufl: afk fome fimpler

perfon than him for that. But as a lafl: evidence

of his wifii to oblige, he would confent to allow

him to write a copy in the houfe, and collate It

with the original. There was the fame difficulty

about giving up the credentials to the minlfler :

nor would he be moved by the examples of the

envoys of Poland and Denmark, maintaining the
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inftrudions of the Emperor, and what was pre-

fcribed by his moft dement commands, to be his

true and corredt rule about what to do and what

not to do.

May I.—The Lord Envoy Tent to afk

Dumnoi-Diak Emilian Ignatowicz* Ukrainzow

to have the kindnefs to grant him the fervices

of Mr. John Schwerenberg, whom he wanted as

interpreter ; for no interpreter is allowed to give

his fervices to the minifters of foreign princes

without previous leave. Shortly after the tranf-

lator was fent to the Lord Envoy, and again

urged the extradition of the original paiTport,

but his labour was in vain. Moreover, he was

charged by the miniftry to propound two quef-

tions to the Lord Envoy, when he would like to

have an audience ? and whether he meant to keep

the miffionaries with him ? The anfwer to the

firft was, that he could not defire an audience

before the Czar had come back. Meantime that

he would like to have a conference to explain his

intention to the moft honourable miniftry. That,

* Ignatowicz, i. e., Son of Ignatius.

—

Trans.
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however, if the miniftry preferred caUing it an

audience, he would be in no wife an hindrance,—
that it would be ufelefs to quarrel about a name,

—but that for his own part, he would always

call it by its right name, a conference. To the

fecond queftion he replied, that as foon as thofe

that were fent previoufly fhould have received

licenfe to depart, he would fend the new mif-

fionaries to their refidence in Sloboda, the German

fuburb, in a becoming manner, and with the

confent of the miniftry. The Lord Envoy of

Poland fent a prefent of beer to-day.

2.—Minifters of foreign princes are not

allowed after their public and folemn entry to

vifit the other ambafladors or receive their vifits

until they have beheld the pellucid eyes of the

Czar, that is, have been admitted to audience.

Though after our arrival his Majefty the Czar

was flaying in the Belgian Low Countries, ftill

we yielded to the cuftom of not appearing any

where in public, without previous fpecial permif-

fion of the miniftry, before conference had been

held. So that it was only to-day, after afking

through the fecretary for the confent of the mini-

ftry, that we accompliftied the ceremony of noti-
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fying our arrival to the reprefentatlves of Poland

and Denmark. The envoy of Poland, Mr. John

Bocky, complained much of the cunning and

deceit of the miniftry. His original palTport and

credentials are in the hands of the minifters.

The envoy of Denmark was alfo flung by

remorfe, when it was too late, for having given

up his credentials to the miniftry.

To-day alfo the Lord Envoy, on account of

the letters entrufted to him by General Schere-

metow for the prime minifter, Leo Kirilowicz*

Narefkin, took occafion to fend the fecretary to

that perfonage, charging him to fay, after the

ufual compliments, that he would moil willingly

have delivered thefe letters in perfon, if he had

not been afraid to difturb the folemnity of the

Eafter holidays, which they were then celebrating,

but that he would not fail to acquit himfelf of

his vifit to his Excellency as foon as he might

;

that he deeply thanked him for the honour he

had fhown to him in the peculiar folemnity of

his entry ; that he would extol him as he deferved

in his mod humble relation to the moft Auguft

* Kirilowicz, i. e., Son of Cyril,

—

Trans.



The Court of Mo/cow. 95

Emperor ; that he was not a little pained that the

greatnefs of the honour with which he had been

received at his entry had been To diminifhed by

the paOing vilenefs and ftraitnefs of the dwell-

ing affigned to him ; the more fo as he had been

told that two larger houfes had been decided

upon for his lodgings, where his name had been

at firft written up, and afterwards, for fome un-

known caufe, effaced again. That this turned to

the leffening of his honour ; that he fhould have

preferred his name had never appeared there :

that thefe troublefome and tirefome inftances

were painful to him, and that he fhould never

broach fuch a matter, had it been poffible, no

matter how fmall and how inconvenient the houfe

was, for that he had come as envoy to Mofcow

folely for the purpofe of increafing and cultiva-

ting, to the utmoft of his power, that brotherly

friendHiip which had hitherto been maintained

inviolate between his moft clement Lord and the

Czar's Majefty. That the moft clement inftruc-

tions of the Emperor were direded to that end,

and that fuch was the main caufe of his coming.

However, that the want of a kitchen and a ftable,

the conftant danger of fire, and confequent dif-
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turbance of the hours of reft, abfolutely called for

a more commodious lodging ; that he hoped foon

to be relieved in this refpedl ; that otherwife he

muft live in tents in the open fields.

The Prime Minifter's anfwer was, that he had

to offer due thanks for his great attention and for

the letters he had the kindnefs to fend him ; that

he would himfelf fuggeft the time and occafion

for colloquy ; that the bond of the recently con-

cluded alliance, and the cogent reafons of more

intimate friendfhip that refulted from it, had

given an excufe for ftiowing greater honour to

the Lord Envoy than had ever happened to any

of his predeceffors, no matter what was their

official rank ; that he took upon himfelf the

charge of feledling another and more convenient

lodging ; that there was no blame due for his

name having been written up and effaced again,

for that both one and the other of the houfes in

queftion were lefs convenient than the laft chofen

;

that, befides, the matters of the other two houfes

were at home, and could not without an infult be

expelled "from home, whilft, on the contrary, the

mafter of that where he was now living was

abfent governing a remote province, of which
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the Czar had appointed him Woivode ; that the

Lord Envoy might do whatever he thought beft,

that he had full and free power to make what

difpofitions he pleafed about it, without let or

hindrance ; that if the Lord Envoy would be

pleafed himfelf to feled a palace large enough,

any that he pointed out fhould be evacuated

without contradi(5tion.

Diak Cofmo Nikitz Nephimonoff, late envoy

of the Czar to the Imperial Court, fhortly after

made the fame propofal, with expreffions changed

here and there, in the name and by diredion of

the Prime Minifter. And, with reafons a pari,

took occafion to folicit the giving up of the ori-

ginal paflport, to wit, alleging how he had been

on his late miffion obliged to give up the original

paflport of the Czar to the Imperial Chancery.

The Lord Envoy anfwered him, that he had

nothing to do with what another may have done,

that every court fhould be allowed its ancient

cuftoms, and that, as he could not find in the

relations of thofe who had been his predeceiTors

in the fame charadler, that it had ever been the

ufage, it was all the more beyond his power to be

the firft to afford a bad precedent by confenting to
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it. Moreover, that the Emperor's moft clement

inftruftions would not fuffer him to give up the

paiTport as they defired.

3.—The Lord Envoy of Poland honoured

the Lord Envoy with a vifit in ftate. He was

conducted by an officer from the lower court of

the houfe to the top of the flairs, and the Lord

Envoy with his officials led him through two

antechambers into a third. TheTame ceremony

was obferved in conducing him out. A great

fire that occurred that night kept us all in great

folicitude about the wooden houfe in which we

were living.

4.—The Ruffians celebrated the feaft of

Eafter, and all the Germans, for the fake of con-

venience, at the fame time. The procurator of

the houfe where we are living offered, through

the Czar's foldiers who have been affigned for

our guard, four diffies to the Lord Envoy, the

firfl of flour, the fecond of butter, the third of

eggs, the fourth of roafl goofe. The cuflom of

the feftival of Eafler was alleged for this, but

they give no explanation of thefe things. In

like manner a pope, jumbling a lot of things

together in a myflerious chant, fuddenly entered
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the Lord Envoy's private apartment, and pre-

fented him and the fervants that were prefent

a crofs to kifs. If a very potent reek of brandy

and an almoft intolerable perfume of turnips do

not deceive a fafling ftomach, they befpoke his

having on board a copious breakfaft of the

Ruffian fafhion.

The Lord Envoy of Poland, with all his fuite,

was prefent at mafs at our houfe.

The following cuftom prevails among the

Ruffians. From the feaft of Eafter until the

day of our Lord's glorious afcenfion, when they

meet one another, no matter where, even in the

public places and flreets, they falute with the

acclamation, '' Chrift is rifen !" When men or

women are thus faluted, they immediately reply,

"He is rifen, indeed," take the egg which the

perfon ufually offers at the fame time, and are

bound to give the kifs of peace and receive it.

The firft who taught us this cuftom was Major

Menzies (Menezius), fon of the late General

Menzies. This cuftom of faluting and kiffing

admits of no diftindlion of rank or lot in life, of

no remembrance of quarrels. If the red egg be

offered, no magnate will refufe the folicited kifs
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to the vlleft of the populace, no matron will

excufe herfelf through modefty, no maiden out

of bafhfulnefs ; it would be held a fin either to

rejedt the proffered egg or rejed the kifs. More-

over, they celebrate with continual drunken

orgies the feftival of Eafter, which is preceded

by a long period of auftere fafting. Nor are

the women more abftemious than the men.

They are often the firft to become raving mad

with immoderate draughts of brandy ; and are

to be feen pallid, half naked, and fhamelefs in

almoft all the ftreets.

6.—The fecretary was fent to wifh the Prime

Minifter a happy feftival, and to take that occa-

fion to folicit a conference. As we were at

dinner, the firft frefti falad was fent a prefent

out of the garden of Mr. Carbonari de Bife-

negg, the Czar's phyfician.

The Lord Envoy, having at this time obtained

leave to go out at will, went with the Imperial

miffionaries and Mr. Zoppot, phyfician to the

Czar, into the German fuburb to fee their

houfes. Here he was entertained by the

Imperial miffionary, Mr. Paul Jofeph Jarofch,

with as handfome a fupper as he could afford.



T*/;^ Court of Mofcow. loi

Another fire gave us caufe to tremble. It

is a confequence of the conftant orgies of the

populace. For the greater the feaft the larger

is the meafure of their potations. It is quite

ludicrous to fee old men and boys mixed up

together, delighted with the fame fports and

jefts and games, and with the conftant motion

of beams, on which they fometimes ftand and

fometimes fit, celebrating their chief feftivals

with this lazy agitation of their bodies. The

livelong day the air is filled with the ringing of

church bells on every fide, though there be no

devotion in the churches, as if it were enough to

mark the folemn feftival of the day by the mere

beating of the inanimate air. Hardly any great

feftival of the year pafles without being followed

by a conflagration. Thefe fires are all the more

difaftrous becaufe they moftly break out in the

nighttime ; and fometimes they utterly confume

to afties fome hundreds of wooden houfes. Some

of the Germans who had run to put out the laft

fire, by which fix hundred houfes were devoured,

on this fide of the river Neglina, being falfely

accufed of theft, were, after being moft atro-

cloufly flogged, caft into the flames, and im-
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molated to the fury and reckleflhefs of this

people.

7, 8.—The Prime Minifter gave hopes to the

Lord Envoy's fecretary, who was fent to him,

that he would arrange to-morrow about the con-

ference foHcited.

The Lord Envoy of Denmark vifited the

Lord Envoy in ftate.

9.—After a conference had been feveral times

folicited by the Lord Envoy, through his fecre-

tary, the Prime Minifter confented to one on

the 9th of May. The tim.e was announced by

one from the chancery, who was followed by a

pristaw, to condu6l the Lord Envoy to the

place of conference. The Czar's abfence was

alleged as a reafon for going in his private coach,

with only a pair of horfes, and attended by fix

lacqueys, but with none of his officers, except

the fecretary. When the Lord Envoy entered

the court of the palace in his coach, and had got

out, he was faluted, through an interpreter, by

one of the Diaks (chancery officials), who led

him through four antechambers crowded with

chancery clerks and domeftics, to the room

appointed for the conference. When the door
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was opened the Prime Minlfter, attended by

a very ihowy and numerous ftaff of officials,

together with the Dumnoi-Diaks, Mikitin

MoyfTiowicz,* and Emilian Ignatowicz Ukrain-

zow, advanced a few fteps to meet him, and

very politely faluted him with the cuftomary

Pafchal greeting,—" Chrift is rifen." The

mutual kifs followed, to keep up the old ufage.

At a fign made, the officials who thronged the

chamber for greater fhow of ftate, were ordered

to leave. The Prime Miniiler, as prefident of

the conference, took the firft place at a table

which had been prepared for the occafion. He
offered the fecond to the Lord Envoy, near

whom the before-named Dumnoi were feated,

the fecretary and interpteter {landing, out of

refped, at a little diftance from the table.

Everything being thus arranged for the con-

ference, the Prime Minifter opened it by this

fpeech :
— '' The Imperial Lord Envoy is fent by

his Sacred Majefty the Emperor to his Majefty

the Czar, doubtlefs with the intention of ferioufly

labouring for the increafe of the brotherly friend-

fhip of thefe mighty princes, which has fo lately

* Moyffiowitz, i.e., Son of Mofes.

—

Trans.
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been remarkably ratified by the ties of an ofFen-

five and defenfive league." To which the Lord

Envoy anfwered : that fuch was precifely the

main objed of his mifTion. The difcourfe which

then arofe it is needlefs to infert here, it would

be too prolix, the converfation having lafted

nearly three hours. After the conference, cinna-

mon water was prefented—a beverage highly

prized among them. Two glafles of Florence

wine were drunk to the healths of the -mofl

auguft Emperor and of his Majefty the Czar,

and to the happy increafe of the lately concluded

league. On going away, the Prime Minifter

accompanied us to the door of the room, the

two Dumnoi to the door of the next, the

fame diak and priftaw as before, together with

the interpreter, down all the fteps and to the

carriage. After the Lord Envoy returned

home, a fplendid prefent of a variety of wines

and very fcarce fifh, was fent to him by the

Prime Minifter. By an arrangement made either

for the fake of vain-glorioufnefs or ftinginefs,

they have a habit of fending a dozen fellows,

and more, with what two could carry with the

greateft eafe. It ferves the oftentatioufnefs of
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this vainefl: of races, and they are not without

knowing that it puts fomething in their fervants'

pockets. With that generofity which belongs

to the Lord Envoy's nature, all Narefkin's

domeftics were remunerated in proportion to their

offices, none leaving without a gift. When

dinner was over the Lord Envoy went with his

fuite in great fplendour, in three coaches and fix,

to the Polifii envoy's, to pay the ufual cere-

monial vifit.

10.—The Prime Minifter's prefent of yefier-

day was reciprocated with other gifts. The

Danifii envoy's ceremonial civilities were alfo

returned with a like vifit in ftate. The Danifii

envoy fiiowed fome difi'atisfadion at the honour

of the firfi; vifit having been paid to the envoy

of Poland. But when the Imperial Lord Envoy

judicioufiy anfwered that it had not been without

a pregnant caufe and a mofl: juft obligation, he

forebore further objedion—efpecially when the

Lord Envoy told him how the Polifii envoy

had even, before his entry in fi;ate, fent one

of his officials to compliment him, which the

Danifii envoy had omitted,—moreover, that the

other had been the firft to honour him with a
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vifit,— befides which, there was that relationfhip

of mutual alliance which gave the claim of prior

right to fpecial honour.

II.—The Imperial mifiionaries, Mr. Francis

Emiliani, and Mr. John Berula, fecular clergy-

men, and parifh priefls in the diocefe of Olmutz,

took pofTefTion of their refidence in the German

fuburb Slowoda, with the confent of the Czar's

miniftry ; and began uprightly the functions of

the good fhepherd, as fucceflbrs to thofe who

had been moft clemently recalled into their native

land. The fecretary was fent to deliver a mef-

fage of civility and cuftom to Boyar Ticchon

Mikitowicz Strefno, guardian of her majefty the

Czarine.

12.—Prince Boris Alexiowicz Galizin, before

leaving town for his eftates, very politely received

the fecretary, who brought him letters. This

prince is well ikilled In the Latin tongue, and is

fond of ufing it.

The Prime Minifter likewife went off to his

eftates, to enjoy a fpell of reft from bufinefs.

13.—After fending fome prefents to Dumnol

Diak Ukralnzow, the Lord Envoy and fome of

his officials infpe(5led the vacant apartments in
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the Palace of the Ambaffadors, intending to lodge

in them If they fhould be found large enough.

14.—By order of the chancery, the apart-

ments, ftoreroom, kitchen, and ftables, deftined

for the Lord Envoy, were cleaned.—The fecre-

tary was fent to the envoy of Poland to condole

with him on his Indifpofitlon, which we had heard

of through Colonel Grage.

One of the Danlfh Lord Envoy's footmen

had ridden to the church belongino; to the fecre-

tarles of the Confeffion of Aiigfburg. The horfe,

in yielding to a need of nature, spattered a lieute-

nant's wife who was pafling by. With a woman's

fury, fhe fhowered opprobrious epithets upon the

footman ; and In an obftinate, fierce rage, went off

to roufe her hufband to revenge,—telling him that

if he deferved to be called a hufband he would

take fignal vengeance for an infult that reflected

upon himfelf. Excited with thefe outrageous

complaints and fobs, the lieutenant treacheroufly

fell upon the footman, and with the aflbclates he

had brought with him to commit the outrage, fo

belaboured the man with cudgels that he could

neither walk nor ride. The Danlfh envoy made

a great complaint of the lieutenant, and fald, with
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great feeling, that he was attacked himfelf in the

perfon of his fervant.

15, 16.—The feftival of John Nepomucene,

of holy memory, was celebrated with fingular

devotion by the Lord Envoy's orders.—In the

afternoon the Lord Envoy vifited Dumnoi

Ukrainzow, who with great manifestations of

politenefs protefted in ftrong terms his devoted

refpedl for his facred Majefty the Emperor ; and,

contrary to the Ruffian habit, was fo civil that he

led the Lord Envoy to his coach at his depar-

ture, and would not leave until the coach was in

motion.

i.y, 18.—A church, built of wood, has now

for the firft time been ereded in the fuburb of

the German Catholics. The Lord Envoy fent

thither yefterday a copy of the miraculous image

of Our Lady of Potz, and we afTifted at the

divine office there./' The ceremonies of the fefti-

val, which were rendered much more folemn by

the ftrains of our muficians, had attracfled many

of the Proteftants. Mr. Paul Jarofch fprinkled

the Lord Envoy with holy water at his entry

;

and conduced him to a place fuitable to the

dignity of his office, draped with red fatin.
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After his devotions the Lord Envoy went, in

virtue of an invitation he had received the day

before, to an entertainment given by the Imperial

Colonel of Artillery de Grage. A falvo of artil-

lery refounded when the guefts made humble and

devout commemoration of the moft auguft Em-

peror, the auguft Emprefs, the moft ferene King

of the Romans, his Majefty the Czar. The

Imperial Lord Envoy becoming more free over

the bottle, and diredling his converfation chiefly

among the military officers, learnt by that means

that the Mufcovites were alarmed at his prefence,

and did not well underftand why he fhould pre-

tend to take the field with the army.

19.—To-day the Mufcovites celebrate the

feftival of Saint Nicholas, whom they revere as

head of all the Saint?.

The Danifh Minifter vifited the Lord Envoy,

and in the courfe of converfation, to prove his

fmcerity, he told that the Mufcovite Miniftry

was put in great trouble about his propofals
;

that they had already met three times in council

to give an exaft anfwer to the propofal made.

20.—In the public offices,* which the Muf-

• In canccllariis.—Orig.
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covites call Pricafs, the chief clerk is called AH.

His duty is to watch conftantly that the reft

actively purfue their work. One day the bufi-

nefs was fo great, that it was confidered neceflary

to give up the whole night as well as the day to

it, though only the day was paid for. Ali had

in confequence betaken him to reft. The re-

maining mob of fcribblers followed his example.

The day after, the Dumnoi, becoming aware of

this contumacy of the clerks, condemned Ali to

receive, in proper perfon, the penalty of the

battok—a kind of cudgelling—as being the

prime offender, by the very bad example he had

given to the reft by contempt of orders. The

clerks, after the manner of outrageous criminals,

were chained with iron to their places, and

fettered, to teach them how to write night and

day.

21.—The fecretary, by diredion of the Lord

Envoy, visiting the Polifli envoy, who was ftill

ill and lying in the German Slowoda, learnt

from him that the King of the Poles was at

Warfaw, that the Diet being broken up, all

would now go on famoufly, that the King had

fent two envoys to Sapieha, and that the latter
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had agreed to everything except the general

diet ; that they were afraid of the times of

Henry of Hungary, when twelve fenators of the

kingdom were put to death by the RepubHc

without the King's knowledge, and being laid

dead before the throne, had taught the King to

confirm the rights of Poland.

2 2.—A kinfman of the late Mufcovite envoy

to the Imperial Court, Cofmo Nikitz Nephi-

monofF, fet out for Vienna, taking with him for

the great embafTy, which is to proceed thither,

divers prefents, confifting in furs of price, out

of the Czar's treafury.

23.—Though his Majefty the Czar, now

moft clemently reigning, has granted the public

exercife of all the rehgions tolerated in our

Romano-Germanic empire, neverthelefs no fmall

number of the Mufcovites think it the height of

virtue to force ftrangers to embrace their creed.

Two Catholics implored the Lord Envoy's pro-

tedion againft fuch perfons to-day.

The Lord Envoy, having firft received through

a priftaw the afTurance that an anfwer would be

given to-morrow to all his demands, went to the

Palace of the Ambafladors to take note of tlie
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fuitablenefs of the lodging that was being got

ready for him.

i\.-—About twelve came Diak Boris Michalo-

wicz, who, until three years ago, was the refident

at Warfaw for the fpace of fifteen years. Mr.

Schwerenberg, the interpreter, and a clerk, accom-

panied him. After the ufual polite falutations,

and previous civil inquiries about health, he

began to read, nearly as follows, from a written

paper, the decifions of the miniftry with refer-

ence to the matters lately propofed to them by

the Lord Envoy:—" That his Majefty the Czar

had always hitherto ftudied to cultivate, by every

poflible good office, that brotherly friendfhip

with the Roman Emperors which he had in-

herited from his predecefTors, and that he would

continue fo to cultivate it in time to come ; that

it had never been interrupted, but ftill that it

had never been, at any time paft, fo clofe and

indiflbluble as it had been recently rendered by

the conclufion of the league. That his Majefty

the Czar had amply explained the fincerity oi his

brotherly love, and that the reciprocal friendfhip

of the Emperor, of which the Lord Envoy had

given aflurance, was already quite fufficiently
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plain and certain from the time the late Mufco-

vite envoy, Cofmo Nephimonoff, came back
;

that it appeared to the miniftry that leave would

be given to the Lord Envoy to follow the Czar's

army ; but that, in the abfence of the Sovereign,

they could not take upon themfelves fo great a

refponfibility ; that fhould the Lord Envoy per-

chance defire to write to the Czar, there would

be no hope of an anfwer before eight weeks
;

that two armies, however, had been fent off, the

firft under General Soltikow, to operate at Azow,

the other under Prince Dolgoruki and the Het-

man of the Coffacks, Mazeppa, to encamp on the

Dniepr, near Oczakow. They made no diffi-

culty in allowing the two miffionaries that the

Lord Envoy had brought with him to take up

their refidence in Slowoda : but that, as for the

two others, who for more than the fpace of fifteen

years have officiated in Mufcovy, they could not

poffibly be allowed to go away by the miniftry
;

but that they had already written to his Majefty

the Czar, whofe diredlions muft be awaited.

That with refpedl to the third, who was fent to

the Venetian mafter fhipwrights at Voroneje, on

giving notice to the chancery, he fhould, for
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' the fecurity of his journey, obtain a pafTport for

Voroneje. Mention, however, being made of

the ufual free maintenance, the Lord Envoy de-

clined it, on the ground that the inftru(5tions

of his mod clement lord were, that he fhould

live at his proper coft in Mofcow, and leave by

his example that precedent to future times for all

fubfequent Imperial minifters : and mentioned

that he had confequently been empowered to

enter into a written ftipulation on that fubjeft."

25, 26, 27.—Thefe days our moveables were

transferred to the Palace of the AmbafTadors and

arranged in the rooms of our future lodging

there. On the laft day, when everything had

been removed, one of the fervants, by fome

accident, dropped a fword in the ftreet. A
Mufcovite of the common people, before the

eyes of another of our men, thievlngly fnatched

it up to carry home with him ; he refufed to

give it up when aiked for it ; his infolent quib-

bling gave rife to a brawl, and a confequent

tumult, fo that the whole houfe was full of the

idea that our people were in danger, when the

Lord Envoy, who at all times was mofl: cautious

to prevent any quarrel, efpecially with people
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not belonging to the houfe, haftily arranging his

drefs, mounted the firft horfe at hand to fee for

himfelf what was the matter ; but the affair had

already been fettled without wounds on either

fide.

28, 29.—Six Mufcovlte fervants, belonging to

one houfe, were beheaded with the axe, having

been convided of treacheroufly compaffmg the

death of their lord.

Though Diak Boris Michalowicz had promifed

the Lord Envoy that on his fending the mif-

flonary to Voroneje he would fee that a pafTport

fhould be prepared in the chancery for his fafe

condud, neverthelefs he refufed to-day, alleging

that it would be contrary to cuftom to grant a

paflport to any perfon not leaving the limits of

the kingdom.

3c.—The feaft of Saint Alexius celebrated

by the Ruffians. This day the Prime Minifler

took Dumnoi Ukrainzow to entertain him at

dinner.

31.—Nothing of import occurred, except the

honour of a vlfit received by the Lord Envoy

from the Danlfh MInifler.
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June i.—At about an hour's diftance from

the city of Mofcow, there is a green grove on

the bank of the river laufa,* whither daily flock,

in fpring and fummer, the Germans eftablifhed

in Mofcow. The place is fo familiar to every

German of them all, from conftantly going

there, that it feems almoft to belong to himfelf.

Their fole amufement is to gladden their fouls

among thefe fhady thickets and pleafant green

trees with their ufual innocent games. Here too

they fpread the board, alternating the expenfes

with one another. It was Colonel de Grage's

turn to-day ; he politely invited us to enjoy this

gentle recreation, and we willingly accepted.

2.—A fervant belonging to Boyar Szere-

metow arrived in Mofcow with a number of

letters from Venice in the fpace of eight weeks.

Baron de BurcherfdorfF, a military engineer, fent

by the mofl: auguft Emperor to his Majefty the

Czar, gave a banquet to Knes Alexius Simono-

wicz Schahin, Generaliffimo of the Czar's armies.

* The Viennefe local word " latifen,''^ for a kind of afternoon

luncheon, or light early fupper, may perhaps be derived from

this place of recreation of the Germans in Mofcow, this " green

"grove on the banks of the river Jaw/a."

—

Transl.
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Rove], another military engineer, folemnly cele-

brated his betrothal with the daughter of the

widow De Mons. The Lord Envoy was pre-

fent, and all the guefts were moved to extraordi-

nary gaiety by his trumpeters.

Baron de Burcherfdorff, as fucceflbr of Laval,

the engineer, who is put in irons, began his

journey to Azow, along with three officers of

the Danifh envoy's fuite. The miffionary, Cafa-

grande, profited by the fame occafion to fet out

for Voroneje ; the Lord Envoy had liberally pro-

vided him with everything neceflary for the road.

He bade farewell to the Lord Envoy and the

officials with all the more regret from having been

conftantly honoured with every becoming refped:

and kindnefs. His fadnefs of fpirit was increafed

by frequent omens that feemed to prefage that

his end was at hand, and he grieved that death

would cut him off and prevent him from ever

meeting the Lord Envoy and the affociates of

his journey again. He was no falfe augur ; but

I will narrate the circumftances of his death

further on.

4.—By order of the Czar's miniftry, Diak

Boris Michalowicz returned to the Lord Envoy,
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and, firft greeting him in the Prime Minifter's

name, ftated that the conclufion of the Boyards

with reference to the cuftomary maintenance was

to raife it to the fame as Mr. de Bottoni had
;

adding, that the miniftry were apprehenfive that

he might refufe it a third time ; but why fhould

he be the firft to try to abolifh what had been

fixed and fandioned between the moft auguft

Emperor and the moft ferene Czar by the

unbroken and praifeworthy ufage of centuries ?

To this argument others were added : that we

faw at this fame time the grand embafly of the

Czar and the third ambafiador concerning the

treaty of peace, maintained coft free in moft

honourable ftyje out of the liberality of the

Imperial treafury ; that the Lord Envoy had,

moreover, made allufion to drawing up a padl

by which the accuftomed rate of maintenance

fhould either be utterly abolifhed, or elfe that the

precife quantity of what was henceforward to be

furnifhed to firft and fecond clafs Minifters of

either nation fhould be exadlly defined. But

that the very idea of derogating from old pa6ts

was offenfive to the Mufcovites.

5, 6.—Money in lieu of the cuftomary free
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maintenance given to foreign minifters was fent

for the firft time to-day from the Czar's miniftry

to the Lord Envoy.

7.—The Imperial mifTionary, Mr. Francis

Xavier Loffler, returned at midnight from

Voroneje, where he administered the facraments

to the Italians. He whom I have mentioned as

having left, on the 3rd of this month, with Baron

von BurcherfdorfF, will fill his place.

8.—A council of war held by the Boyars at a

place a mile diftant from Mofcow. A moft

commodious travelling carriage, with fix horfes,

beautifully ornamented and with richly-wrought

trappings and houfings, was fent to the Prime

Minifter,* at his own requeft, by the Lord

Envoy, who was not unaware that they would

never return to his ftables.

After the facrifice of the mafs in Slowoda,

the Lord Envoy was received by Mr. Guafconi,

a Florentine merchant, to a moft fplendid dinner.

The other guefls were Colonel Grage and

Doctors Carbonari and Zoppot, together with

the four Imperial miffionaries.

* Narifchkin, brothtr of the Czaiine, mother of Peter I.

—

Transl.
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9.—As the Lord Envoy far preferred the

fovereign fame of his moft clement lord principal

to any private convenience whatfoever, he had,

from the very day he made his public entry, kept

open table for thofe who, being diftinguifhed

from the common herd by fplendour of birth or

dignity of office, were thus worthy of his familiar

converfation. The Czar's phyfician, Mr. Zoppot,

came to dinner to-day, along with Colonel de

Grage and feveral others. This gentleman's fer-

vant, coming to perform his duty, was taken,

under a falfe pretext, by the foldlers who have

been affigned to us as a guard, into their own

room, and there they beat him. The Lord

Envoy, indignant that the foldiers of the guard

fhould dare to adl fo to his guefts or their fer-

vants, ordered the foldier, whom the fervant had

noted to be the ringleader, into arrefl ; and

meantime fignified what had happened to the

Prime Minifter and to Dumnoi Ukrainzow,

adding that he would not hefitate to take fatis-

faction on his own authority fhould the miniftry

think of deferring the matter needleflly. But,

on the other hand, confidering the juftice of our

complaint, full fatisfaction followed. The foldier
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paid the due penalty of his audacity, being con-

demned to receive one hundred blows of a ftick,

or, as they call them, battok.—In the German

fuburb, not far from the Catholic church, a fire

burnt down two houfes.—To-day, for the firft

time, a vague rumour of the revolt of the Strelitz

ftruck terror.

10.—On the Rogation days (Old Style) the

Grand Dukes of Mufcovy were in the habit of

going to Droiza,* a monaftery dedicated to the

Moft Holy Trinity, in folemn procefTion, with

fuch devotednefs, that on coming within a mile

of the monaftery they ufed to get out of their

carriages and go on foot the reft of the way.

This fingular reverence is paid to Sergius, a great

saint of the Ruflian Church. Confequently, the

Czarina, in order that nothing ftiould be omitted

which ancient faith and piety feemed to require,

accompliftied this pious pilgrimage, attended by

the Czarewicz (fo they diftinguiftied the male

iffue of the Czar), the nobles, and a numerous

efcort of foldiers.—The Danifti Minifter vifited

* In 1608— 16 10, this Monafteiy of the Trinity of St. Sergius,

fituated about fixteen leagues from Mofcow, was bravely defended

during eighteen confecutive months by Prince Gregory Dolgo-

ruki, againlt a force of 30,000 Poles and Colfacks.

—

Transl.
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the Lord Envoy, and in familiar converfatlon

complained greatly that he had been poftponed in

the matter of the State vifit to the Polifli Envoy ;

for that he had a better right to the precedency,

inafmuch as the King of Denmark, fprung from

royal ftock, fucceeds to his anceftral fceptre by

hereditary right, whilft the King of the Poles is

only raifed to that eminence by eledion : an

argument of which he was not afhamed until he

v/as given to underftand by the Imperial Lord

Envoy that it proved too much.*

II.—Thanks were fent through the Secretary

to Knes Feodor Jurowiczf Romadanowfki, the

general of the regiments d'elite, for having had

the audacity of the foldier chaftifed the day before.

12.—The Catholics living in Mofcow, for the

fake of greater convenience (as I have already

faid), follow the old calendar in the celebration of

the feafts of the year as well as in other refpe6ls.

For this reafon we celebrated the feftival of Our

Lord's Glorious Afcenfion with them to-day.

—

* The Emperor of Germany, the foremoft fovereign of Europe,

the Envoy's mafter, was alfo an elefled fovereign, at leaft nomi-

nally. The Envoy's retort muft have turned upon that circum-

ftance.

—

Transl,

t Jurowicz, i.e., fon of Juro (George).

—

Transl.
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The Imperial Colonel de Grage was fummoned

to the Pricafs (chancery) to-day, and was ordered

to fit out fhips with mortars.

13.—The feftival of Saint Anthony of Padua

folemnly celebrated. A fatal fire that broke out

next night burned down feventeen houfes.

14.— Another conference is appointed in the

houfe of Dumnoi Ukrainzow. The leave for the

departure of the miffionaries, who, after fifteen

years of labour in the Lord's vineyard, had at

their own folicitation been recalled by his Sacred

Imperial Majefty, being again afked for, is put

oiF until the return of the Prime Minifter from

his eftates. They ftated that the Czar's Miniftry,

beyond the thanks they owed, took it as very

friendly that the Imperial Court had fo kindly

communicated the conditions of peace propofed

by the Ottoman Porte, through the Englifh

Envoy, Lord Paget,* and the Imperial letters to

the Kings of England and Poland, and to the

* William Paget, fixth Lord Paget, who was for fonie years

Englidi Ainbaffador to the Porte : a nobleman, " the reputation

" of whofe great abilities " (fays Banks) " will laft as long as the

" memory of that celebrated peace of Carlowitz, concluded in

" 1698, fhall remain to hiilory." He died, at an advanced age,

in 1713.

—

Transl.
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States-General of the United Provinces of Bel-

gium, which his Excellency Count von Kinfky

had written thereupon to the Englifh Envoy.

That it was permiffible for any one of the con-

federates, in virtue of the third article of the treaty,

to liften to honourable conditions of peace, and

treat thereof, on the fole condition of informing

the reft of the confederates without delay, compre-

hending and including them, and communicating

the progrefs of the negotiations, without which

there could be no hope of obtaining peace.

Then, in reply to an inquiry of the Lord Envoy,

they announced the following particulars with

reference to the progrefs of the armies that had

been fent into the field :—That Prince Dolgoruki

and the Hetman of the Coffacks, Mazeppa, had

left Bialogrod on the 25 th of May, and had

prefTed on to meet the enemy, who was already

molefting everything by land and water beyond

Oczakow ; that General Soltikow had pitched

his camp at Ingulez, beyond Azow, to prevent

any inroads ; and if the occafion offered, that he

would meet and beat the enemy. But whoever

fhould accept every affertion of the Mufcovites

for an accomplifhed fact would be widely in error.
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They know well how to feign falfe difafters of

the enemy, and fuccefles of their own. So happy

are they in wit and war.*

15.—General Gordon received all the repre-

fentatives of foreign courts at dinner.

16.—About feven or eight in the morning a

great many houfes were destroyed by a dreadful

fire. Two Mufcovites were found in the public

ftreets with their heads, horrible to fay, cut off.

—

In the night-time particularly an incredible num-

ber of robbers go roving about for plunder.

17, 18, 19.—On thefe days all the criminals

executed within the year, no matter for what

crime, receive fepulture ; the only exception

made being in the cafe of perfons condemned to

remain attached for ever to the gibbet, to ftigma-

tife the enormity of lefe majefty.

^ 20.—A nodurnal council was held by the

Boyars to debate about the means of appeafing

the revolt of the Strelitz.

21, 22.—The Envoy of Poland entertained

* The Latin text is :
— '* Verum multum erraret, qui fingula

" Mofcorum dliSa ad lerum geftarum veritatem exigeret. Hoftium

" clades fuorum triumphos mentiri norunt : tarn fellcis ingenii

" et Martis funt."

—

Transl,
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the Imperial and Danljfh reprefentatives. General

de Gordon—who had to take leave and quit the

table to haften to march againft the rebels—the

Commiflary of Denmark, Colonels Blumberg

and Grage, and feveral other guefts.

23.—The rebels were faid to be approaching

the metropolis of Mufcovy ; in confequence of

which Field-Marfhal Schahin and General de

Gordon, with 6000 horfe and 2000 foot, were

fent off againft them.

24.—Two Mufcovites, who fome time back

had moft wickedly murdered their mafter, a cer-

tain German lieutenant-colonel, with the objed

of plundering his houfe, were hanged on the

public highway, not far from the fuburb of the

Germans.

2.5, 26, 2y.—The Czarewicz, in confequence

of the daily nearer dangers of the rebellion, pre-

pared to go to Droiza, a monaftery diftant twelve

German miles,* which, being like a great ftrong-

hold, afforded a fafe afylum to the prefent reign-

ing Czar, during a moft perilous mutiny of the

Strelitz.

28.—The Prime Minifter moft munificently

* About fixty Englifli.

—

Transl.
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entertained the Czarewicz and his mother, the

Czarine, at his country feat. Various enter-

tainments were got up in a ftyle of fumptuouf-

nefs worthy of a royal prince.

29.—The joyful news arrived that the rebels

were defeated at the monaftery dedicated to the

Moft Holy Refurre6lion, commonly called Jeru-

falem.

30.—The Lord Envoy went by invitation to

a certain monaftery in the city, where one of the

Boyar family of Szeremetow is abbefs. The

dainties which they prefented, according to their

cuftom, were nuts and cucumbers. Some kinds

of very old wine were, however, prefented, fome

of the nuns reverentially ferving, and moft civilly

inviting the Lord Envoy to come and fee them

often.

July i.—Inftances touching permiftion for the

departure of the Imperial miffionaries were made,

through the fecretary, to the Prime Minifter, who

is living at Bebrafchantzfko, under canvas. The

Lord Envoy of Poland was at dinner there, and

had ftiown the letters which had reached him

from his moft ferene King, praifing the addrefs
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of the Imperial Envoy, and blaming him for

having fo lightly given up the royal credentials.

—The Lord Envoy had the Catholic church,

which was too fmall, reconftruded on a larger

fcale, at his own coft.

2, 3.—The feftival of Corpus Chrifti was

celebrated with all poflible folemnity. The moft

holy facrament was carried in proceffion ; the

four gofpels fung at as many altars,—in the

prefence of the Imperial and Polifh Lords

Envoys and their fplendid fuites ; the fweet

ftrains of the chief mufician accompanying the

folemnities of the day.

4, 5.—The fecretary again urging, in virtue

of orders, for leave for the departure of the

Imperial miffionaries, the Prime Minifter an-

fwered him that he would imperil his life were he

to fend them away without the Czar's exprefs

diredions. However, that he had written to the

Czar, and expedted his anfwer at the end of a

fortnight. Objeding the pertinacious retention

of the credentials, inftead of the extradition of

them, which had been folicited, he fent the Secre-

tary home with three lemons, inftead of the per-

miffion afked for. At the fame time one of the
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Courland Barons de Blumberg was making his

reverence to this Boyar, with his hands touching

the ground, after the Ruffian fafhion.

6.—The moil illuftrious and moft reverend

friar, Peter-Paul Palma de Artefia, Archbifhop

of Ancyra, Vicar Apoftolic in the reahns of the

Great Mogul, Golgonda and Idalkan, with priefts,

the Venetian captain Mr. Molino, a phyfician, a

watchmaker, and fome other perfons, came to

Mofcow.

7, 8.—The Lord Archbifhop, having an-

nounced his arrival yefterday through Captain

Molino, the Imperial Lord Envoy fent the

Secretary to return his civility, and congratulate

him on his happy arrival. The Lord Arch-

bifhop, on reprefenting the neceffity of his

journey, obtained from his Majefly the Czar,

who was flill in Holland, letters direding Knes

Boris Alexiowicz Galizin, viceroy of the king-

doms of Cafan and Aftracan, not only to receive

the Lord Archbifhop with becoming kindnefs

when he fhould arrive in Mofcow, but, moreover,

to condufl him as far as the frontiers of Perfia,

entertaining him liberally at the Czar's cofl,

during whatever time he might fpend paffing



130 'The Diary of an Ambajfador at

through his Majefty's realms and provinces. In

accomplifhment of the Czar's commands Galizin

had him confequently conducted to his own

palace, with his carriages and horfes and all the

fuite that had come with him to Mofcow, and

gave him up fome rooms for his lodging fo long

as he might ftay in Mofcow.

9.—The Lord Envoy had determined to vifit

the Lord Archbifhop with the honour due to

him ; but being doubtful whether the cuftomary

vifit in ftate would be convenient under the cir-

cumftances of place, time, and the fmallnefs of

his lodgings, the fecretary was fent with a pre-

vious polite mefTage from the Lord Envoy to

enquire into what way he would prefer being

vlfited. Though the Lord Archbifhop left it to

the Lord Envoy's choice, yet he feemed rather

to incline for that of lefler ftate ; and fo It took

place.

10.—The octave of Corpus Chrlfti fell to-day.

Although the Lord Archbiftiop was Invited by

word of mouth' by the Lord Envoy to the

feftlval, he at firft made objedlons ; but when it

was fhown to him that this public ad, which he

might take upon himfelf, would tend to the
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greater folemnity of the feftival, be a confola-

tlon for the Catholic community, and was fure to

be an edification to numbers, the Lord Arch-

bifhop confented to appear in his pontificals, left

anything ftiould be wanting to the honour of the

day. The Lord Envoy, on his part, omitted

nothing by which the fandity of the day might

be afierted, and the reverence due to the epifcopal

charader be vindicated from the contempt of

non-Catholics. Going with three coaches and

fix and his whole fuite in all fplendour to the

refidence of Prince Galizin, he there received

the Lord Archbifiiop, and conducted him with

fignal magnificence through the city and fuburbs

to the Catholic Church. Outfide the church

doors one of the mifiionaries offered him at his

arrival holy water, which the archbifhop got

down from the coach and received, and then

prefented to the Lord Envoy, afterwards to the

officials and all the byftanders. As he celebrated,

two of the Lord Envoy's officials ferved him at

the altar, one holding the bafin and the other the

napkin. After the facrifice of the mafs, a pro-

ceffion was made infide the church,— at the four

altars the four gofpcls were recited,— the Lord
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Archbifhop carrying the Moft Holy as they

requefted, amidfl the concert of trumpets and

kettle-drums.

After the facred ceremonies had been reve-

rently accompllfhed, the Lord Envoy, adling on

behalf of the whole Catholic community, po-

litely Invited the Lord Archbifhop and his priefts,

as well as the Polifh envoy, the Imperial mif-

fionaries and other principal perfons of the

Catholic community, to a dinner worthy of fuch

guefts.

t II, 12.—The Danifh envoy had not yet

honoured the Lord Archbifhop with a vifit of

ftate, fearing left he fhould appear to acknow-

ledge the authority of the Roman church if he

paid courtefy to the purple. The Imperial Lord

Envoy, fagacioufly probing the nature of the

malady under which the Dane was labouring,

found it out eafily. His acute intellecft fuggeft-

ing the remedy, he inftrudled a perfon of capacity

to tell the Dane that the Archbiftiop was invefted

not merely with an ecclefiaftical dignity, but alfo

with another exalted charadler; that the latter

demanded the honours which, in refped of the

former, however well deferving of them, he
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might be doubtful about fhowing to him. The

attempt fucceeded : for the envoy of Denmark,

difabufed of his error, no longer delayed the

becoming civility of a vifit.

13.—The Lord Archbifhop went by invita-

tion to dine with Prince Alexander Petrowicz,

who is charged with the affairs of the navy.

14.—The Lord Envoy vifited the Lord

Archbifliop, and the latter returned the vifit

which he had received the day before from the

Danifh envoy.

15, 16,—When it was remembered that there

were feveral Catholics advanced in life who had

not yet received the facrament of confirmation,^

it feemed advifable for the good of their fouls

and the confolation of the people, that the Lord

Archbifhop fhould perform that fundlion to

ftrengthen them in the faith. Six priefts were

at hand to perform the various fervices of the

church. There were fifty to be confirmed.

The Lord Envoy ftood godfather to his Excel-

lency Lieutenant-General Gordon, of his Majefty

the Czar's fervice, who came with his wife to

receive this facrament. The Lord Envoy of

Poland, with equal kindnefs, afforded the fame
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offices of Chriftian charity to whoever afked

him.

17, 18, 19.—The funeral of General de

Gordon's nephew took place. The Imperial

and Polifh Lords Envoys attended It by invita-

tion. A marvellous cuftom has grown up

among the Germans refiding in Mufcovy of

celebrating funerals with banquets, juft as they

do weddings, feeking, perhaps, a folace for their

grief in the pleafures of feafting and drinking

together. '

20, 21.—Public prayers are ordered and

begun at the Czar's caftle, that the Divine good-

nefs may avert the threatening evils of civil war

and preferve the country in peace.

22.—The Lord Envoy fpared no coft or pains

to celebrate with folemn feftivity the anniverfary

of the moft auguft Emprefs's birthday. All

the reprefentatives of foreign princes, the high

military officers of the Czar, and thofe, the re-

membrance of whofe Germanic origin or whom

the rank of office diftinguifhed above the common,

both fexes included, thronged as guefts to the

feftivities of the day. The magnificence of the

entertainment ftruck everybody with amazement

;
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feveral could not ceafe from encomiums upon it,

faying, with envious praife, that none but an

Imperial envoy could lavifh fuch unrivalled coft.

The guefts were twenty-four in number. The

general cuftom of feeding all the officials and

fervants, who accompany their mafters to the

place of entertainment, mud not be forgotten.

23.—Some of the Lord Envoy's fervants

who had fallen into a quarrel with the Mufco-

vites were hurried off to prifon by a numerous

guard of foldiers ; but the German officers on

guard, on learning who and what they were,

liberated them all except one, whom the Mufco-

vites with great clamour had pointed out as the

originator of the quarrel. However, the general

in chief, Knes Feodor Jurowicz Romadanowfky,

when going the night rounds, freed him from

arreft, and ordered him for fafety's fake to be

conducted by fome foldiers to the Palace of the

Ambafladors.

V 24.—Although in yefterday's tumult things

had not gone to the length of drawing naked

fteel, ftill there were fome who complained even

of that. One of the Mufcovites went about

fhowing his wounds, and having fuborned wit-
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nefles at a cheap rate, contended that he bore

the marks of a fword that had been drawn againft

him : the falfehood of which being evident to

our eyeSj-^e could not but marvel prodigioufly

at the corrupt morals of this people, and how

their abominable cuftom of lying and perjury

is allowed to go unpuniflied. Search for falfe

witnefles where you will among the Mufcovites,

and you will find them. For fate hath inftituted

fuch a univerfal perverfity of reafon in Mufcovy,

that It is very nearly the index of a fuperior

intelledt to be able to cheat.*

The wife of a diak [i.e. a chancery fecretary)

happening to pafs in front of the gibbet that was

ere6ted in front of the Czar's caftle of the Krem-

lin in the late rebellion, compaffionating the fate

of thofe that fhe beheld hanging there, inadvert-

ently exclaimed, " Alas ! what mortal knows

whether you were guilty or innocent " ? Thefe

words were repeated to another perfon, who

* The original runs thus :
" Satis mirari non poteramus cor-

" ruptos populi mores, impunemque efle abominabilem nientiendi

" perjurandique confuetudinem. Inter Molcos {"alios teftes ubique

"quaeres, ubique invenies
;

paffim enim in Mofcovia tarn per-

" verfam rationem fortuna inftituit, ut prope fit ad egregii animi

*' indicium pofle fallere."

—

Transl.



The Court of Mo/cow. 137

forthwith denounced them to the Boyars as an

Indubitable Indication of treafon. A woman's

pity for condemned and public criminals was

deemed dangerous. So fhe was forthwith

dragged up, along with her hufband, to an ex-

amination. Now, when it was proved that there

was nothing more In queftion than unreflecfting

and womanly compaffion for the unfortunate,

and that there v/as no trace of deliberate malice,

they were Indeed exempted from the penalty of

death, but neverthelefs condemned to exile.

Thus thoughtlefs and guilelefs liberty of the

tongue is chaflised where fubjedls are coerced to

obey through fear alone. * Lieutenant-Colonel

Narbekoff, impeached for the late fedltion, was,

with twenty-five ferfs, dragged off to prifon and

the torture.

25, 26.—The Lord Diak Ukralnzow at laft,

after eight days' folicltation, allowed the Lord

Archbifliop to have accefs to him, but 'vith a bad

grace. A reception the next thing to contemp-

tuous plainly proved that the Lord Archblfhop

was not a welcome vlfitor to the Dumnoi : for

* The text is : " Sic fimplex et innocens ori libertas caftigatur

" ubi fubditi Iblo timore coijrcentur in obfequio."

—

Transl.
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he neither haftened to meet him as he entered the

houfe or the room, nor did he offer him the feat

of honour, which he himfelf had been ftudious

to occupy beforehand, alledging Jaffitude. Per-

haps this was out of envy of his rival Gallzin ;

for he had taken it exceedingly ill that the Lord

Archbifhop had delivered up his paffport and

letters to Prince Galizin, complaining that it was

a flight to the ambaffadorial chancery, to which

all who are about to travel through the ftates of

Mufcovy, and everybody coming from abroad,

efpecially fuch as are inverted with any dignified

chara6ler, fhould owe the honour of the firft

requeft ; inafmuch as it is from thence that the

mandates are iflued to the Woivodes and their

vicegerents to fee to the convenience and fecurity

of travellers. But Prince Galizin, as Viceroy of

Cafan and Aftracan, acknowledged no dependency

on the ambaffadorial chancery. Thus it often

happens that the innocent are unfairly made the

vidims of ambitious rivals.

After dinner to-day the Lord Envoy, with the

greater part of his fuite, went to Prince Galizin's,

as well to pay him a ceremonial vifit as to enjoy

the freedom of familiar difcourfe with him.
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With ftrange politenefs he commanded his mufi-

cians, who are natives of Poland, to play various

airs for the amufement of the company, and

earneftly begged the Lord Envoy to come to his

country houfe, where he purpofed to take the

Lord Archbifhop for his amufement, before he

fhould finally ftart for Perfla. He ordered a

great variety of wines to be ferved to difplay the

extent of his opulence. Two of the Prince's

fons, who were prefent, were commanded to

ferve the Lord Archbifbop and the Lord Envoy,

really in teftimony of a proud courtefy. He

had given them as a companion a young Circaf-

fian Prince, who a confiderable time ago was torn

away by violence from his parents, princes of the

Tartar CircafTians, and chriftened. A very rich

widow of the Galizin family adopted him as her

heir, in order to confole .him for the patrimony

which he had loft by being ftolen and torn away

from his father. He keeps a Pole as tutor to

thefe youths : they are at prefent engaged learn-

ing Latin. The difpofition of the Galizins

appeared meek. On the contrary, the Circaf-

fian's noble and daring countenance feemed an

index of the warlike foul with which he was
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born.* Prince Galizin at length put us all in

amaze by the atrocious inveftives and threats

into which he broke out at the pedagogue.

" Thou traitor to me and mine, how durft thou

publifh the fecret of my houfe and violate thy

fworn promife of filence ? Knoweft thou not

Galizin ? in whofe power it is to hang thee, and

thus (clenching his hand) to fquafh thee; for

know that it is fomething to be the tyrant even

in one's own houfe.

f

27.—The arrangements for the Lord Arch-

bi/hop's departure being completed, he left the

city for the above-mentioned country-houfe.

Befides a fhip fitted out with all things neceffary,

The text is: " Galizinioium modefta apparebat indoles;

" Tzerkeflii e contra, generofus conftanfque vultus, bellicofi

" animi index videbatur in quern erat natus."

f The original is :
" Omnes nos demum attonitos tenuit

" Principis Galizini atrox in paedagogum inve6liva et commi-
" natio : Tu mei meorumque proditor, cur domus, meae fecre-

" turn propapalare et juratam filentii fidem audes violare ?

"NoiHne Galizinum, penes quern ftat te fufpendere, et fic (ma-
" nus comprimebat) te conterere, magnum fcilicet eft etiam

"domus tyrannum efTe." This was the Prince Galizin, of

whom we are informed at page 106 that he was familiar with

Latin and fond of fpeaking it, and, as the Polifti pedagogue
probably knew no Ruffian, we have in all likelihood here very

nearly the ipfijfima Hjerba of that accompliflied nobleman.

—

Transl.
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the Czar had given him three pair of fables, to

which Galizin, out of his private generofity,

added a hundred gold pieces.

28.—Prince Galizin two days ago had afked

the Lord Envoy not to grudge him a vlfit at his

country feat. So to fhow how much he felt the

Prince's kindnefs in doing fo, he fet out on the

road thither early this morning. The name of

the place is Dobroviza ; it lies thirty werfts, or

fix German miles away from the capital. A
level country of remarkable fertility rendered the

journey agreeable and light. We reached the

place at dinner-hour ; the Prince, who expedled

our arrival, being at that moment on the look

out for us along with the Lord Archbifhop from

the higheft point of a church which he has had

built with great magnificence at his own coft.

The church is built in the form of a crown, and

is decorated with a great number of figures in

ftone, fculptured by Italian artifts. After a

fumptuous dinner, the time pafTed in pleafant

converfation in a pavilion in the garden until

fupper, which the fervants prepared meantime,

fummoned the guefts again to table.

29.—Taking leave of the Lord Archbiihop
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and Prince Galizin early in the morning, we pre-

pared to return to Mofcow. The archbifhop

remained there, as he Is to ftart thence for Perfia.

The Lord Envoy remunerated with his ufual

liberality all the Prince's houfehold : they probably

all wifhed him to come back often.

30, 31.—The occurrence of the Lord Envoy's

birthday afforded his houfehold an occafion for

joyful greetings. The Lord Envoy went by

Invitation to a grand banquet given by the

Danlfh envoy. The kitchen was fo hot with

boiling and roafting of cheer, that the chimney

took fire and was beginning to blaze ; but It was

put out by the exertions of the fervants before

it had time to fpread.—Juft after dufk our

private muficlans teftlfying their attachment to

the Lord Envoy with clangour of trumpets

and kettle-drums, and the fweetefl; fymphony

of Inftruments in varying concert, fummoned

the whole neighbourhood around out of their

feathers at thefe unufually jocund founds of

night.

August i.—The Lord Envoy of Poland

had one of the interpreters belonging to her
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Majefty the Czarine dragged forcibly to his

houfe, on account of fome opprobrious word,

and ordered him to be beaten in a horrible

manner with flicks by the Czar's foldiers who

formed his guard of honour. The Czar's

miniftry, irritated at this, as they could not,

or perhaps did not wifh, to take any other re-

venge, withheld from that day out the money

which is cuftomarily given in lieu of free main-

tenance.

2, 3, 4, 5.—One of our grooms died of a

malignant fever, after having duly received the

facraments.

6. There is a general cemetery in Slowoda,

the German fuburb, for all foreigners, no matter

what their religion may be. The funeral of our

fervant who died yefterday was brought there,

the body being upon a carriage. There are no

regular gravediggers, but the want is fupplied

by the piety of fome of the foreigners themfelves,

who thus as it were eftablifh a claim to thefe

offices from other ftrangers in their turn. The

Lord Envoy attended at the funeral fervice in

perfon.—To-day the Lord Envoy went by

invitation to a coftly banquet given by the widow
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De Mons. He could not deny her daughter's

requeft that he would fend all our band of muil-

cians there ; and they contributed to keep up

the gaiety of the company till it was late in the

night.

y.—To-day we performed folemn obfequies

for the man that we buried yefterday. After

the office for the dead, the facrifice of the mafs

was offered up for the everlafting reft of his

foul.—Heavy rain and lightning, with fearful

peals of thunder, broke the ferenity of the

weather.

8, 9.—The Lord Envoy paid a friendly vifit

to the Dumnoi Ukrainzow. The difcourfe was

about how Dolgoruki and Mazeppa are marching

with the armies under their command, upon

Aflan and Perecop, on the other bank of the

Dniepr ; in confequence of which the Turks had

failed with fixty veffels beyond Oczakow, and

are lying at the mouth of the Dniepr, either to

defend Oczakow or to make a dafh at Tawan :

moreover, that the Mofcovites had loft a vaft quan-

tity of provifions in the rapids of the Dniepr, where

all that had been collected from Kiowia, Ukrain,

and Ruffia, to proviiion the ifland of Tawan and
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for the army, had been wrecked and loft ; that

General-in-Chief Soltikow, before they reached

the fea of Azow, had utterly deftroyed the

fortrefs of Paolowfky, which had been com-

menced the year before by Laval, the military

engineer, and inftead thereof had ordered another

to be built for the defence of the port, at the

point where the river Myos difcharges itfelf into

the fea.

10, II. — This is the Mufcovite firft of

Auguft, according to the old calendar which

they follow. The great affair of the day is the

blefling of the river Neglina, which flows through

Mofcow. A folemn proceftion, chiefly compofed

of popes, who flock to it from every diredlion,

proceeds to the water. Semikoi (ferfs employed

in the kitchen) go before them with brooms in

their hands, then come foldiers bearing v/hite

wands—the former to clean the ftreets—the

latter to keep the eager populace from prefling

on the clergy. A gigantic lantern, containing

three lights, was carried before the crofs,—for

they confider it indecent that the crofs fhould be

carried without attendant lights. On a part of

the river which is railed in, they ered a ftru6ture

VOL. I.
^
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like a very handfome fountain, the clergy enter

in and quite fill it up, and, with a quantity of

waxlights burning, they go down to the ufual

prayers. When thefe are ended, they proceed

round it purifying it with bleffing, incenfe, and

thrice immerfing a burning waxlight in the foun-

tain. Then the patriarch clofes the ceremony

by taking a branch dripping with the hallowed

waters, and fprinkling all the byftanders. To-

day this ceremony was performed by the metro-

polite Krutlzky, in the abfence of the patriarch

from ill health. The Lord Envoy and the

officials of his EmbafTy, were fpe6lators of this

fundion. When all was over, and the popes

were on their way back in proceffion to the

church, men and women rufhed, huddled

together, headlong into the river, and thrice

immerfed their heads in the bleiTed waters ; for

they look upon them as an efficacious protec-

tion, and as fanftifying the whole body. I mean

that this is the opinion of the vulgar, who, in

Mofcovy are led by mere fuperftition.'—Begin-

ning of the Ruffian faft, which they call the

apple-faft, and which lafts till the Affiamption.

12.—Mr. Guafconi exhibited a bundle of
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letters crudely and ineptly written, without rule,

or order, or reafon, which betokened rather a

crazed pate than a found mind ; and complained

that it had been thrown into his houfe the night

before, and that thofe that threw it made a great

row and noife outfide the door, demanding en-

trance and faying they were fervants. But play-

ing the fool after this fafhion is dangerous work

in the German fuburb.

13.—General de Gordon's eldeft fon, a

Catholic himfelf, has arrived here from Scot-

land, with a Catholic wife.

I4.'—The Lord Envoy of Denmark, con-

fidering the advanced ftate of his wife's preg-

nancy, and apprehenfive left in cafe of her

confinement fhe fhould be without the aid of

women from Slowoda, requefted the miniftry as

a particular favour to allow the city gate to be

opened at fo urgent a moment ; but Romadan-

owfky refufed, and Dumnoi Ukrainzow faid it

was not an affair that depended on him.

15, 16.—All the fruits of the earth are bleffed

with peculiar folemnity by the Ruffians.

17.—The funeral of a Boyar, who died near

the court of the AmbafTadors, pafTed before our
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windows ; his wife, and a great many other

women along with her, following it with im-

paflioned tears.

19.—Letters from Vienna to the Lord Envoy

related that the Grand Mufcovite Embafly at

the Imperial Court had proclaimed with vain-

glorious vaunting that a fplendid vidory had

been obtained over the Tartars. Under another

pretext he afked therefore for a conference with

the miniftry, and took occafion during it to fay:

that both lords monarchs, by the tenor of the

recently concluded league, were under the obli-

gation of faithfully communicating to each other

every event, whether it were profperous or

adverfe ; that in refped of this he had to com-

plain of his being unfortunately left without any

communication concerning the happy fucceffes of

the Mufcovite expeditions, particularly as it had

been ftated that the Tartars had been routed with

flaughter, and that the armies had taken a fpoil

of forty thoufand horfes.—This unexpedted fub-

jed ftruck the minifters and chancellor with long

dubioufnefs and hefitation, what anfwer to make
;

at length the Dumnoi, recovering his prefence of

mind, fpoke up— *' God gave that vidory to the
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Mufcovites before the Lord Envoy's arrival."

Whatever the cafe may be, none of the military

men who were in the field then, knew or could

tell anything whatfoever about that victory;

whence I collecfl that it muft have been invifible

and downright mythical.*

20, 21, 22.—Chryfoftom Vogelein, who has

been taken into the chancery of the embafly, as

tranflator, took the oath of fidelity, the words

being read before him by Mr. Emiliani, the

Imperial miflionary. The wax taper which was

fet before the Ruffian image, fell down twice.

* The original of this curious pafTage runs thus;—"Domino
" ablegate literas Viennenfes afferebant, magnam legationem

" Molcicam apud aulam Caefaream, gloriofa deprasdicatione

" promulgaffe, eximiam de Tartaris obtentam viftoriani j fub

" alio itaque praetextu conferentiam poftulabat, minifterio in

" eadem proponens; ambos domlnos monarchas conclufi nuper

" foederis tenorem ad omnia profpera at adverfa fideliter com-

" municanda obligare ; fibi idcirco materiam datam efle, de

" infelicitate fua conquirendi, quod fibi de prol'peris Mofcicarum

" expeditionum fuccefTibus nihil communicent ; maxime cum
" aflertum fuerit profligatis ccefifque Tartaris, quadraginta

" equorum millia in prsedam et fpoliam exercitlbus ceflliTe.

" Infperata ha;c propofitio miniftros et cancellarium quid refpon-

" derent diu dubios et fufpenfos tenuit ; tandem revocato animi

" confilio, Dumnius ita exorfus eft : Ante Domini Ablegati

" adventum eam Mofcis vifloriam b, Deo datam erte. Qiiidquid

" fit, nemo militum, qui in caftris fuerant, de ea viftoria vel

•' minimum fcire, aut narrare poterat. Unde colligo, eam invifi-

" bilem et abfolute myfteriofam fuifle."

—

Transl.
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Some were pleafed to take it for an omen of

future events.

23, 24, 25.—A German enfign who had

abjured Lutheranifm and made public profef-

fion of the Catholic faith, approached Holy-

Communion.

26.—A great fire in the city reduced above a

hundred houfes to aflies.

27.—On hearing that the Czar was coming

back, the aftonifhed Boyars were holding councils

twice every day. The merchants' fervants were

fummoned from their fhops to the PricaiTa, to

reckon kopeks, a fmall coin, the only one the

Mufcovites have. Such as were found lazy, or

inaccurate, were punifiied with battoks.

28, 29.

—

\_A pajfage occurs here in the original

y

which defcrihes and ftigmatijes a Jcene of Ruffian

immorality unfit for publication.—Translator.]

30.—Ten Don CofTack traitors confpired to

raife a riot, during which they expe6led to be

able to get into the port of Archangel, and fteal

away the fhips lying there. But they were found

out by Colonel Meyer, and brought in chains to

Mofcow. Confefling their guilt, two were torn

to pieces, one beheaded, and feven hanged.
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31.—The Lord Envoy of Poland heard from

Lithuania that M. Oginfki has flain three colonels

in duels,—Poplauky, Godewfky, and Luefko,

—

that he cut the laft-named to pieces. Oginfki

had challenged the young Prince Sapieha, and

thefe three colonels had fought in his ftead, and

feeing the unhappy fate of his followers he fent

his troops into the king's fervice.

- September i.—The commandant of Azow

had placed a piece of ordnance on an outwork

of the fortrefs, leaving a guard over it. The

general commanding the forces in the neighbour-

hood of Azow came thither with General-in-

Chief Soltikow, and finding the fentry afleep

had harnefled himfelf to the gun, and, together

with his attendants, had brought it away without

the fentinel being difturbed by all the noife.

When the commandant or Woivode of Azow

learnt this, he wrote off to Mofcow and made a

moft vehement complaint, accufing him who

took away the gun and his attendants of theft.

This a truftworthy perfon belonging to the

chancery told me. The Woivode triumphed by

means of his numerous protedors. Thanks
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were fent through the fecretary to Dumnoi

Ukrainzow, for a free pafs which he had granted

to bring wine from Archangel, and alfo for his

promife that the miffionaries fhould very fpeedily

be allowed leave to go away; for which, how-

ever, I opine we have rather to thank his having

learnt the near approach of his majefty the

Czar.

2, J, 4.—A captain convided of libidinous

commerce with a little girl eight years of age,

was put to death. The Lord Envoy went to

confer with the Dumnoi, and, in the firfl place,

reiterated his thanks for the free permit to bring

wine and other houfehold neceflaries from Arch-

angel, and for the leave for the departure of the

mifTionaries, which he had fent at laft, granting

them twelve potwodi to the frontiers of Mufcovy

or Lithuania ; but when he went on to fpeak

about the army, the Dumnoi broke forth

:

" Dolgoruki and Mazeppa, on the Dniepr beyond

Oczakow, have moved towards the enemies'

quarters againft the Bialogrod and Crim Tartars,

who are joined with the Turks under the Sera-

fkler Pafha. On the yth of July they fought

with them from funrife till noon. The Tartars
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! and their Turkiih allies were forced to yield by

the fuperior weight of our artillery. When the

enemies* army gave way, General-in-Chief Dol-

goruki fent his two fons, Luke and Boris, with

twelve thoufand men into the enemies' territory.

The Tartars, admonifhed by this to defend their

own country, returned home. Far and wide

around Prince Dolgoruki's camp everything is

lying wafte and burnt by the frequent inroads of

the Tartars." There was a rumour of the

arrival of an envoy from Moldavia, which the

Dumnoi fharply denied ; at length, neverthelefs,

he confeiTed that not an envoy, but a captain had

come hither, not for any negotiations, but merely

to afk to be introduced favourably to the Patriarch

of Mofcow. Moreover, that the Mufcovites

had never put faith in the Moldavians. That

lately a Moldavian envoy, that had come to the

Mufcovite camp under colour of bringing polite

greetings to Prince Dolgoruki, had been detained

in a kind of arreft, and would not be allowed to

leave before the conclufion of the prefent expedi-

tion ; that, in like manner, his Majefty had, by

ukafe, forbidden all intercourfe with the Molda-

vians as dangerous ; in confequence of which, free
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ingrefs into Mufcovy was no longer allowed to

Moldavian priefts, nor was it permitted to Muf-

covites to go at their pleafure into Moldavia

;

that even the ufual trade of the Greek merchants

would be cut off.—His Majefty the Czar, with

his two ambafladors, General Lefort and Feodor

Alexiowicz Golowin, and fome others high in

dignity or favour, reached Mofcow in the even-

ing. The moft ferene the King of Poland had

fent Major-General Carlowitz as his guide, and,

at the moft gracious defire of his Majefty the

Czar, a young Polifh noble, a great favourite at

the King's court, to follow and accompany him

to Stoliza/-^ The vaft refidence of the Czar, the

Caftle of the Kremlin, did not pleafe him at his

return ; and having, with a condefcenfion un-

known to majefty elfewhere, called at fome houfes

which had been honoured with many tokens of

his favour, and which were peculiarly dear to

him, turning off to Bebrafchentfko, he retired to

reft and repofe in a wooden houfe among his

troops.

5.—The report of the Czar's arrival had

fpread through the city. The Boyars and prin-

* A Ruffian word fignifying the Capital

—

Transl.
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cipal Mufcovites flocked in numbers at an early

hour to the place where it had become known he

had fpent the night, to pay their court. Great

was the crowd of congratulators, who came to

prove by the promptitude of their obfequioufnefs

the conftancy of their fpotlefs loyalty to their

fovereign. Although the chief ambaflador,

Francis, fon of James Lefort, would receive

nobody that day, alleging the fatigue occafioned

by fuch long and uninterrupted travelling, never-

thelefs his Majefty the Czar received all that

came, with an alacrity that fhowed as if he wifhed

to be beforehand with his fubjedls in eagernefs.

Thofe who, according to the fafhion of that

country, would caft themfelves upon the ground

to worfhip majefty, he lifted up gracioufly from

their grovelling pofture, and embraced with a kifs,

fuch as is only due among private friends. If

the razor, that plied promifcuoufly among the

beards of thofe prefent, can be forgiven the

injury it did, the Mufcovites may truly reckon

that day among the happieft of their lives. Knes

Alexis Simonowicz Schahin, General-in-Chief of

the Czar's troops, was the firft who fubmitted the

encumbrance of his long beard to the razor.
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Nor can they confider it any difgrace, as their

fovereign is the firft to fliow the example—their

fovereign to whofe wifh or command they deem

it a holy and religious a6l to devote their lives.

Nor was there anybody left to laugh at the reft.

They were all born to the fame fate. Nothing

but fuperftitious awe for his office exempted the

Patriarch. Prince Lehugowicz Tzerkafky was

let off out of reverence for his advanced years,

and Tichon Nikitowicz Strefnow out of the

honour due to one who had been guardian to the

Czarine. All the reft had to conform to the

guife of foreign nations, and the razor eliminated

the ancient fafhion. In fpeaking of the foreign

fovereigns he had vifited, he made honourable

mention of the King of Poland. " I prize him

more than the whole of you together ;
" (he was

addreffing his Boyars and magnates that were

prefent;) "and that not becaufe of his royal

pre-eminence over you, but merely becaufe I like

him." Such was the eft^edl of the three days

during which he enjoyed the King's fociety. He
ftill proudly wore the King's arms, which he had

exchanged with that monarch for his own, in

order to proclaim that their bond of pledged
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friendfllip is more folid than the Gordian knot,

and never to be fevered with the fword.

6.—The Czar infpedled his troops at exercife;

and feeing at a glance how backward they were

as compared with other foldiers, he went himfelf

through all the attitudes and movements of the

manual exercife, teaching them by his own motions

how they fhould endeavour to form their clumfy

heavy bodies. Tired at laft with the uncouth

horde, he went off with a bevy of Boyars to a

dinner which he had ordered at his AmbafTador

Lefort's. Salvos of artillery mingled with the

fhouts of the drinkers, and the pleafures of the

table were protracted to a late hour of the even-

ing. Then, taking advantage of the fhades of

night, attended by a very few of thofe in whom

he repofes moft confidence, he went into the

Crdle of the Kremlin, where he indulged a father's

affLclion in feeing his darling little fon, kifled

him thrice, and leaving many other pledges of

endearment, returned to his wooden dwelling in

Bebrafchentfko, flying the fight of his wife, the

Czarine, whom he diflikes with a loathing of old

date.

The Czar's minifiiry had a friendly hint given to
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the Lord Envoy to abftain a little from appearing

in public, and not to allow thofe of his houfehold

to go out of doors too much ; that it was necef-

fary to yield fo much to cuftom in order not to

rifk the high efteem which he had hitherto won

from everybody.

75 8.—His Majefty the Czar was reported to

have gracioufly favoured his moft ferene wife

with a fecret converfation of four hours' duration

in a ftrange houfe, but the rumour was utterly

falfe ; others, with greater fhow of truth, telling

that it was Nathalia, the Czar's favourite iifter.

The Lord Envoy afked for an audience.

9, 10.—An audience being again prefTed for,

a promife was given that it would foon be

granted.

II.—The Ruffians begin their year, accord-

ing to the old calendar, on the ift of September,

for they reckon the number of years from the

creation of the world. Moreover, a venerable

cuftom ufed to mark this day among the Ruf-

fians by a great and ancient folemnity. In the

moft fpacious courtyard of the Caftle of the

Kremlin, two thrones, moft richly adorned, ufed

to be eredled for the Czar and the Patriarch.
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The latter In the fplendour of his pontificals, the

former in his royal robes, fat in thefe thrones,

adding by the grandeur of this attire to that

reverence for majefty which, even without that

outward adornment, the people looked up to as

a kind of divinity that only feldom appears.

After a folemn benedidion given by the Patri-

arch, the congratulations of the magnates and

other chief perfons were borne to the Czar,

who returned thanks with a nod for their good

wifhes. The abfence of the Czar for many years

had occasioned the intermiflion of thefe rites,

and, with the new-fangled ambition of our days,

they were left unrevived as things worn-out and

obfolete. It was confidered that the worfhip of

by-gone generations was needleflly fuperftitious

in allowing majefty to be wrapped up with fo

many facred rites. Neverthelefs a jolly inau-

guration of the year took place in a banquet

prepared with royal munificence at the houfe of

General-in-Chief Schahin. A crowd of Boyars,

fcribes, and military officers, almoft incredible,

was afTembled there, and among them were

feveral common failors, with whom the Czar

repeatedly mixed, divided apples, and even
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honoured one of them by calHng him brother.

A falvo of twenty-five great guns marked each

toaft. Nor could the irkfome offices of the bar-

ber check the feftivities of the day, though it was

well known he was enafling the part of jefter by

appointment at the Czar's court. It was of evil

omen to make fhow of relu6lance as the razor

approached the chin, and was to be forthwith

punifhed with a boxing on the ears. In this

way, between mirth and the wine-cup, many

were admonifhed by this infane ridicule to

abandon the olden guife.*

12.—The Prime Minifter, Narefkin, fent for

the Lord Envoy, and announced that his

* The late Emperor Nicholas inherited this anceftral diflike

for beards. The Jews in Ruffian Poland were commanded, a

few years ago, to fubmit their chins to the barber, and abandon

that patriarchal appendage, which they prize, like moft Orientals.

The contumacious or religioufly fcrupulous—for the beard and

long fide locks are of Talmudic obfervance—were led, when

caught, between a file of foldiers to the barber's fliop. Woe to

those that refifted and laid about them; the crime of flriking a

foldier in the exercife of his duty had to be expiated by a few

years' folitude in Siberia. A few years ago fonie of the young

Polifh nobles brought home beards from their travels. In 1848

this came fomehow to be looked upon as a party fign ; and many

a young fellow about that time was dragged off by the funny

myrmidons of General Abramowicz—then head of the police in

Ruffian Poland—to the barber, who relieved him of his hirfute

adornment.

—

Trans L.
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Majefty the Czar had appointed to admit him

to an audience next day.

13.—At four in the afternoon we went with

a moft fplendid train to audience. It took place

in the magnificent houfe which the Czar had

built at his own coft and prefented to his general

and admiral, Lefort. Numbers of magnates

were around his Majefty, and amidft them all

the Czar ftood preeminent, with a handfome

figure and lofty look that befpoke the latent

monarch. The Prime Minifter and Dumnoi

Ukrainzow, by virtue of their fundions, ftood

nearer to his Majefty than the reft. We made

our reverential obeifances, which his Majefty

acknowledged with a gracious nod which augured

kindnefs. The Lord Envoy had diredted that

two letters credential fhould be carried before

him to be exhibited to his Majefty the Czar.

The firft was borne by the fecretary, the other

by the miffionary, Mr. Francis Emiliani, as

having efpecial reference to his affairs. Prefent-

ing them with a lowly reverence, the Czar

gracioufly took them, and then admitted the

Lord Envoy, and all the officials of the embaffy

and the miffionaries prefent, to kifs hands.
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After this followed courteous queftlons touching

our moft auguft mafter's health and the Lord

Envoy's, fuitable and refpedful replies to which

clofed the audience.

14.—The hymn 'Te Deum laudamus was fung

in the church, amidft the clangour of drums and

trumpets, for the Czar's happy return. His

Majefty the Czar gave orders that all the foreign

reprefentatives, the Boyars, and other perfons

diftinguifhed by rank or favour, fhould be invited

to a grand banquet, given at his Majefty's

charges, by General Lefort. The minifter of

Denmark, in confequence of having incautioufly

given up his credentials when aflced to do fo by

the miniftry, has been refufed an audience of his

Majefty the Czar on his return ; but he had fo

gained the good graces of General Lefort, that

he was admitted into the houfe of the latter to

kifs hands of the Czar before fitting down to his

table. In like manner the envoy of Poland,

having prematurely given up his credentials, fub-

je(5ted himfelf to the fame lot ; fb that lofing all

hope of an audience, and begging to be at leaft

admitted to kifs hands, he obtained his defire in a

little clofet where the glaffes and drinking-bowls
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were kept. The envoy of Denmark piqued

himfelf greatly on his viftory, vaunting that he

had been allowed the precedency becaufe he was

the firft that had the honour of kiffing hands.

As thefe rivals were ambitioully contending about

precedency, neither willing to be fecond to the

other, the Czar, in a paffion, made ufe of a word

familiar to the Mufcovites to exprefs a diforder of

the mind—calling them Duraks.'-^ His Majefty,

during dinner, addreffing the company, was

painting the wretchednefs of Poland in terms like

the following :
—" At Vienna I was getting fat

with good cheer, but hungry Poland made me

quite flender again." The Polifh minifter faid

that he was furprifed that fhould have happened

to his Majefty the Czar ; that for his own part he

had been brought up there, and had come hither

through that country, and yet had managed to

get fat ; and fat he was. The Czar anfwered,

" It was not there, but here in Mofcow that you

crammed yourfelf ;
"—alluding to the free main-

tenance at the Czar's coft upon which he was

fupported. Dinner was not yet over, when his

* 77 durak (lifeially, t/iou donkey) is an exprefTion ftill familiar

to high officials at Peterfburgh.

—

Transl.

M Z
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Majefty left the room in a rage with his general-

in-chief, Schahin, with whom he had been warmly

difputing ; and nobody knew what he was going

to do. It was known later that he had gone to

queftion the foldiers, to learn from them how

many colonels and other regimental officers that

general- in-chief had made without reference to

merit, merely for money. In a fhort time when

he came back, his wrath had grown to fuch a

pitch that he drew his fword, and facing the

general'in-chief, horrified the guefts with this

threat :
" By ftriking thus, I will mar thy mal-

government." Boiling over with well-grounded

anger, he appealed to Prince Romadonowfki, and

to Dumnoi Mikitim Mofciwicz ; but finding

them excufe the general- in- chief, he grew fo hot

that he flartled all the guefts by ftriking right

and left, he knew not where, with his drawn

fword. Knes Romadonowfki had to complain

of a cut finger, and another of a flight wound

on the head. Mikitim Mofciwicz was hurt in

the hand as the fword was returning from a

ftroke. A blow far more deadly was aiming at

the general-in-chief,* who beyond a doubt would

* " Schein," or, as our Diariil writes the name, "Schahin,"
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have been ftretched in his gore by the Czar's

right hand, had not General Lefort (who was

almoft the only one that might have ventured it),

catching the Czar in his arms, drawn back his

hand from the ftroke. But the Czar, taking it

ill that any perfon fhould dare to hinder him from

fating his moft juft wrath, wheeled round upon

the fpot, and ftruck his unwelcome impeder a

hard blow on the back. He is the only one that

knew what remedy to apply ; none of the Muf-

covites is more beloved by the Czar than he.

They fay he has been raifed up from the lowefl:

condition to this envied pinnacle of authority.

This man fo mitigated his Ire, that threatening

only, he abftained from murder. Merriment

followed this dire tempeft : the Czar, with a face

full of fmiles, was prefent at the dancing ; and,

to fhow his mirth, commanded the muficians to

play the tunes to which (fo he faid) he had danced

at his moft beloved lord and brother's, when that

moft auguft hoft was entertaining exalted guefts.

Two young ladies departing by ftealth were, at

an order of the Czar, brought back by foldiers.

probably following the fptlling adopted by the Ruffians to ex-

prefs the found of the name.

—

Transl.
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Again, twenty-five great guns faluted the toafts,

and the hilarity of the fete was protracted till

half-paft five in the morning.

15, 16.—The Lord Envoy called on the

Dumnoi Ukrainzow, to treat of certain matters

of moment. The miffionaries, Francis-Xavier

Loffler and Paul-Jofeph Jarofch, were alfo pre~

fent to offer thanks for having obtained leave to

go away at laft.* About two o'clock came a

Priftaw, drefied in a green pelifTe of filk and fur

of fables, which is given to them with the obli-

gation of returning it to the Czar's treafury,

whence upon occafions like the prefent it is pro-

duced from an inner chamber. He was accom-

panied by the vice-prefe6ls of the Czar's kitchen

and cellars, attended by fome clerks of the

ambafladorial chancery, and followed by twelve

semskoi (perfons belonging to the Czar's kitchens),

clad in dreiTes ornamented with filk, over which

* Before the reign of Peter I., foreigners who went into

Ruffia were never allowed to leave that country again. Peter I.

changed this extraordinary fyftem, in order to favour the intro-

duftion of arts and manufa6lures, at the folicitation of his faithful

favourite, General Lefort. (See Vie de Pierre I., furnomme le

Grand, &c., Amllerdam and Leipfic, 1742, Vol. I., p. 12, and

other Works.)—Transl.



'The Court of Mo/cow. 167

they wore linen ; then in long proceffional train

by two hundred foldiers, bearing the Czar's

dainty difhes, and carrying likewife drinkables,

brandy, wine, mead of various kinds, beer, and

guafs. They laid the table. The cloth was of

the fineft poffible texture ; there was one little

gold falt-cellar, two other vefTels, alfo of gold,

one of them with pepper, and the other with fait.

Near the table there was an ornamental fideboard

for the Czar's plate ; cups of various dimenfions

were fet upon it, the largeft meafuring at leaft

an ell.* Thefe vefTels were arrayed in pairs, a

fmaller and larger one being always together
;

and the whole fideboard, laid out with fo many

great cups of filver and filver gilt, looked like an

organ. Near the fideboard, on benches againft

the wall, glittered two huge vafes, one of pewter,

the other of filver gilt. Not far from this lay

a cafk, containing about two gallons of guafs.

Everything being in this order, the Priftaw began

reading the prefcribed formulary of civility in the

name of his Majefty the Czar, as follows :
—

"His Majefty the Czar, our moft puifTant mafter,

highly efteems his ever-to-be-entirely-cultivated

Ulna.
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fraternal friendfhip with his Majefty the Emperor,

and greets thee his envoy, and of his efpecial

bounty makes thee participator of his table."

The Lord Envoy replied :
*' I give the deepeft

thanks to his Majefty the Czar for this clement

liberality of his Majefty's table, and not only

fhall I account it among the greateft of favours,

but I will alfo in my firft moft humble difpatches

extol it to his facred Imperial Majefty, my moft

clement lord, with that fubmiffive devotion which

I ought." After this an agate veflel, full of moft

precious brandy, was produced, and a tiny cup

made out of a ruby, which the Priftaw filled.

They then fat down to table : the Lord Envoy

had the place of honour, the Priftaw had the

fecond. Mr. Carbonari and Mr. Pleyer, and

the four miflionaries, had been invited ; and

befides thefe, all the Lord Envoy's officials. To

thefe brandy was handed round after they had fat

down. Then the viands were brought in.

Among the roafts was a fwan ; there were no lefs

than a hundred and eight difties counted, but

exceffively few that a German palate could relifti.

The Priftaw's firft toaft was to the health of his

facred Majefty the Emperor ; the fecond, the
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health of his Majefty the Czar ; the third, the

health of the faithful minifters of the moft

auguft Emperor and the moft ferene Czar. The

wily Priftaw had tried to derange this order, and

had afked the Lord Envoy to fill a cup and

propofe a toaft to the health of fomebody : but

he took nothing by his mifplaced fubtlety ; for

the Lord Envoy replied that he was not thirfty,

and that it was not his part as gueft to propofe a

toaft ; let him, as he was playing the part of

hoft in the Czar's name, fulfil his office as he

thought right. There was a crowd of Mufco-

vites ftanding by, who had flocked into the room

to ferve and pay their court, to all of whom, as

they came up in turn, each according to his

condition, the Lord Envoy handed a cup of wine

with his own hand, which, according to efta-

bliftied cuftom, ended dinner and thefe ceremonies

of ftate.*

* Evelyn defcribes a ftate feaft of the Sovereign and Knights

of the Garter which he faw on the 23rd April, 1683, and which

it may be interefting to contraft with this Ruflian ceremonial

dinner :

—

" The King fat on an elevated throne at the upper end at a

" table alone, the Knights at a table on the right hand, reaching

•' all the length of the room ; over againft them a cupboard of

" rich gilded plate j at the lower end the mufic j on the balufters
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1 8.—Colonel de Grage gave a fumptuous

entertainment to-day, which his Majefty the

Czar was gracioufly pleafed to honour with his

prefence, though his gums were fwollen with the

toothache. General Gordon, at the time of the

Czar's unexpe6ted arrival, was at his country

feat, diftant about thirty miles from the city ; and

having heard of it, he came to this dinner to-day

" above, wind mufic, trumpets, and kettle-drums. The King
"was ferved by the lords and penfioners who brought up the

" diflies. About the middle of the dinner the Knights drank the

" King's health, then the King, theirs, the guns going off at the

"Tower. At the banquet [deffert] came in the Qu^een and

" flood by the King's left hand, but did not fit. Theti njoas the

^' banquetting-JJuff flung about the room profufely. In truth the

" crowd was lb great, that though I flayed all the fupper the

" day before, / no-uoflayed no longer than their/port beganforfear
'''' of diforder. The cheer was extraordinary, each Knight having

"forty diflies to his mefs, piled up five or fix high j the room

"hung with the richeft tapeftry."

There is ftill in Germany a cuflom which is, perhaps, a relic

of the old fafliion of throwing the fweetmeats of the deflTert

among the byflanders in the banquetting-hall. Even at the

Auftrian Court fome fweetmeat trifles from the table are occa-

fionally handed after dinner, by auguft fingers, to guefts for their

little folk at home 5 a homely and good-natured ufage, which is

not quite gone out in lefs-exalted circles.

The quiet behaviour of the Rufllans, coming up in turn for

their cup of wine to the ambaflador after dinner, contrafts favour-

ably with the alarming empreflTement of the London fpedators of

a Court feaft over the fcattered fweetmeats, whieh warned Evelyn

to get out of that courtly throng of Engliflamen of the fame age.

—Transl.
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to pay his court. He bowed down to the earth

twice, and was begging pardon for being fo late

to pay his court, imputing the delay to the

broken weather and ftorms. His Majefty the

Czar raifed him up, and when he would have

embraced his knees, ftretched him his hand

inftead. The Lord Envoy was fortunate enough

not only to be at the dinner, but enjoyed the

further privilege of being at the fupper which

the Czar had commanded to be prepared for

himfelf : and none others befides the Lord Envoy

were admitted to the latter except the three

generals, Lefort, Gordon, and Carlowitz. The

Czar never fhowed himfelf more frankly gay
;

perhaps becaufe none of the Boyars or anybody

elfe was prefent to trouble the fenfations of joy

with evil eye.*

19, 20.—A Czar's entertainment was given

to the reprefentatives of Poland and Denmark.

The Pole got twenty-five difhes, the Dane only

twenty-two, and both had fix gallons of drink-

ables of various kinds. It feems the minifi:ry

* " Liberius nunquam animi fui alacritatem Tzarus oftendit
j

" forte quod Bojamen, aliorumque, nemo aderat, qui invilb

" afpeftu gaudii fenlum turbaret."

—

TraN6L.
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wanted to cut fhort the controverfy about pre-

rogative which the Dane had moved againft the

Pole. For the Pole was honoured with the firft

entertainment, and the greater number of the

viands battled in his favour too. The Dane

found it very four of digeftion to be held

inferior to the Pole : he could not endure that

others fhould have made fuch a diftindion as was

made in the difference of this entertainment.

The Patriarch caft upon others the blame that

the Czarine was not yet fhut up in a monaftery,

and the confequent contempt of the Czar's com-

mands : his Majefty the Czar's indignation at

which was fo fiery that he ordered the archiman-

drite and four popes, to whofe charge the Patri-

arch imputed it, to be fet upon little carts

{Jboseck) by foldiers, and dragged to Bebra-

fchentfko by night.

As his evil ftar would have it, one from the

Emperor's mines, by name Urban, far gone in

his cups, was going on horfeback to the German

fuburb where he dwelt. A faucy Ruffian

attacked him, firft with abufive language, and

then with bodily violence. Urban lofing patience,

and indignant at being infulted by fuch a filthy
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rafcal, began repelling force by force, and ufing

the natural right of defence againft his aiTailant,

drew a piflol to defend himfelf—the firft weapon

which anger and want of felf-poflefTion fuggefted

to the drunken man. The ball which he wildly

fired at his affailant merely grazed the fellow's

head ; there was not the leaft fign of the wound

being dangerous ; but left the complaints of a

man wounded fhould be fufTed with a great

noife to the Czar's majefty, and be made a great

affair of, Urban came to an amicable agreement

with the fellow (who was moft in fault himfelf)

for four roubles to fay nothing about it. Mean-

time hints of the accident were reported to the

Czar. Urban was arretted, accufed of a capital

crime—the offended law muft be publicly vin-

dicated, and private agreements . could not be

allowed to interrupt its courfe—for that it was a

cafe that fell within the claufe, whojoever /hall

with hojiile intent iin/Jieath a /word or knife, or

draw a javelin^ or other deadly injirument againjl

another, even though death fJiould not enjue,—not

even drunkennefs fhall excufe him if we yield

to Mufcovite reafoning. His very Majefty the

Czar, when fome perfons were putting forward
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the man's drunkennefs as a palliation of his

offence, openly ufed thefe words : Sauffen,

rauffen* might be excufable ; but fauffefiy

fchiejjen, could not be allowed to go unpunifhed.

By which apparently he meant to infinuate that

drunken people were pardonable if they only

ufed their hands in their quarrels, but not when

they fought with arms. Whence I infer that

half-drunkennefs among the Mufcovites deferves

favour, but total drunkennefs chaftifement.f

21, 22.—Letting the wretched Urban off

capital punifhment, they condemned him to the

knout (which is a frightful kind of fcourge).

This by renewed interceffion the Lord Envoy

faved him from.

23.—Here are the principal guefts that came

to a fumptuous dinner given by the Lord Envoy

of the Emperor : the envoy of Denmark,

Sanffen rauffen, &c., i. e., drunken fcuffling, might be ex-
cufed

;
but drufiken JJiooting muft not go unpunifhed.

—

Transl.
t Our old Auftrian Secretary feems to have entertained lax

notions upon the privileges of drunkennefs ; which, whatever
may have been the cafe in his time, would by no means pafs cur-

rent in our days with the police magiftrates in his own well-

ordered country. Even x\vt fauffen rauffen, of which Czar Peter

felt inclined to be tolerant, would meet as little toleration from
an Auftrian as from a London police magiftrate.

—

Transl.
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General Lefort and his kinfman. General Gordon

and his Ton, Major-General Carlowicz, Colonels

de Grage and Blumberg, the Swedifh commlf-

fioner Knipper, the Danifh commiffioner Bau-

denan, Lieutenant-Colonel Colon, and on the

pretext of intimacy thither came the Boyar

Feodor Madveowicz Apraxin, who, in reward

for his good adminiftration, was fome years ago

confirmed in the poft of Woivode of the port of

Archangel. About nightfall in came a Muf-

covite intruder, unknown to any of the guefls,

and, as far as could be judged from his drefs, a

common perfon. Having falfely told that he

had received orders from the minlftry to inquire

whether his Majefty the Czar was prefent, or

would foon come, he gave rife to a fufpicion of

fome deep defign of mifchief, fo General Lefort

queftioned the fellow about why he was fent and

who fent him ; and when he ftammered and fald

he forgot the perfon's name that fent him, he

was, after fome boxes on the ears, taken by the

foldiers to Bebrafchentfko to be more clofelv

examined next day.

24.—An archimandrite fent a prefent to the

Lord Envoy of a huge loaf, weighing thirty
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pounds, bleiTed after his fafhion. Another monk

of high authority had added brandy, apples, nuts,

cherries, all preferved in fpirits. ^—There is a

report of General Szeremetow being knighted

and having got the crofs of Malta, by difpenfa-

tion of the Pope and of the Grand Mafter of the

Knights of Malta. Everybody grudges it to

him, everybody is envioully fpiteful at it, and

there is a general outcry raifed.

25.—Gordon's regiment bring back, for the re-

fumed inqueft, the rebel Strelitz, who have been

confined up to this in various ftrong places around.

It has been decided in a fecret council to examine

all the apothecaries, to infpedl their teftimonials,

to keep thofe that are found capable, and to diftri-

bute the reft among the fhips lately built.

265 27, 28.—Feodor Alexiowicz Golowin,

lately fecond ambaffador at the Emperor's court,

received his Majefty the Czar at a magnificent

fete. Great guns were employed to add to the

feftivity.

29.—The Czar himfelf examined a certain

pope, an accomplice in the revolt, who, though

menaced with the rack, has fo far confefTed

nothing.
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30.—The Czarewicz vifited the Czar at

Bebrafchentiko in company with his Majefty's

favourite fifter Nathalia.

October i .—Fifteen of the rebels that were

lately brought back and convidled were broken

upon the wheel, and thofe who furvived that

torture were beheaded.

2.—Twelve potwodi were fent by the miniftry

to our refidence for the accommodation of the

imperial miflionaries and their baggage to the

frontiers of Mufcovy.

3.—The Czar left for the monastery of the

nuns, to examine his fifter Sophia, who is fhut

up in that monaftery
; , fhe being commonly

confidered guilty of the late public tumults. It

is faid that on firlt fight of one another both

burft into floods of tears.—The pope already

mentioned, ftill pertinacioufly afleverating that,

as far as his knowledge went, all the popes had

prayed to God for his Majefty's happy return,

was put to the torture, and, moved by the fharp-

nefs of his pangs, confefTed to having ftirred up

the daring of the rebels, to having lauded their

defign and bleffed their enterprife.
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4, 5,—All the Czarine's friends are fummoned

to Mofcow ; it is not known what for : but it is

believed to be of evil omen, as a report had gone

through the city about the repudiation of the

Czarine.—The rebels, in confequence of their

ftiff-necked filence, were dragged to the torture,

which was of unexampled inhumanity. After

being moft atrocioufly flogged with the knout,

fire was applied to roaft them ; when roafted, they

were fcourged afrefli, and after this fecond flog-

ging, fire was applied again. The Mufcovite

rack alternated with thefe. So great a difl:rufl:

of his Boyars had taken pofl^eflion of the Czar's

mind, that under the belief they would do nothing

rightly, he was afraid to entrufl: them with the

fmalleft part of this examination ; preferring

rather to devife the interrogatories, to examine

the accufed, urging them when they would not

confefs, and commanding thofe that were found

more ftubbornly filent to be fubje6ted to the

cruel rack; for which purpofe thirty fires and

^ odd might be {ttr\ blazing brightly day after day

at Bebrafchentiko, where this mofl: fliarp inquifi-

tion took place.

6, 7.—The Imperial miflionaries, Francis-
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>Cavier Loffler and Paul-Jofeph Jarofch, with

:welve potwodi, and a prefent of wolf-ikins, fet

3ut on their journey to Vienna.—The intoler-

ible atrocity of the torture deprived Lieutenant-

Colonel Karpakow of his fpeech, in confequence

of which he was commended to the care of the

Czar's phyfician, to be reftored to his fenfes by

medicaments, fo that he might be again fubjeded

to the rack.—To-day His Majefty decreed that

the officers whom General-in-Chief Schahin had,

during his abfence, raifed to various military

grades, fhould be all cafhiered.—Such horrible

accounts of the tortures daily exercifed reached

the Patriarch that he thought it his duty to

exhort the angered Czar to manfuetude. He

thought the beft thing was to take an image of

the Moft Bleffed Virgin, the fight of which might

remind him of the common lot of man, and bring

back the common feelings of pity to a mind that

was almoft degenerating into favagery. But the

weights of real juftice with which his Majefty the

Czar meafured the magnitude of this heinous

crime were not to be altered by this exhibition ol"

fham piety. For it had come to that pafs that

Mufcovy was only to be faved by cruelty, not by
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pity. Yet is this feverity of chaftifement falfely

called tyranny ; for fometimes even equity and

feverity are one and the fame : more particularly

when difeafe or obftinate gangrene has taken fuch

firm hold of the members that there remains no

other remedy for the general health of the body

politic than iron and fire to cut them off. Thus

the Czar's inveftive againft the Patriarch was not

unworthy of his fovereign office :
" What wilt

thou with thy Image ? or what bufinefs is It of

thine to come here ? Hence forthwith, and put

back that image in the place where it fhould be

venerated. Know, that I reverence God and his

Moft Holy Mother more earneftly perhaps than

thou doft. It is the duty of my fovereign office,

and a duty that I owe to God, to fave my people

from harm, and to profecute with public vengeance

crimes that tend to the common ruin."—The

fame day a Mufcovlte chorifter was charged with

having held fecret communication in his own

houfe with four Strelltz accufed of lefe-majefly
;

and being accufed already of another's treafon,

the Czar himfelf, attended by Prince Romado-

nowfki and General Artemont, put him to the

quefllon.—Likewlfe two bedchamberwomen be-
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1

longing to Marpha and Sophia, his moft ferene

fifters, and named refpedively Schukowa and

Fiera, who were feized by the Czar himfelf in

the Caftle of the Kremlin, after threats and a few

ftrokes of the knout, confefTed that the hatred

which all Mufcovites bear to General L-efort, and

all Germans in general, was the main caufe of

this pernicious defign ; for to fuch a degree has

nature made moft Mufcovites barbarians that

they cannot bear virtue to be imported by

foreigners.*

9.—The Czar ftood godfather to the firft-born

fon of the Danifti envoy, and gave him the name

of Peter. The other godfathers were General

Lefort, Major-General Carlowitz, the Danifti

Commiftioner Baudenan ; and the godmothers,

the widow of the late General Menzies {Menefii)^

the wife of Colonel Blumberg, and Mifs Mons.

His Majefty wore an open countenance through-

* The text is: " Adeo enitn plerofque Mofcorum barbaros

" natura fecit, ut terre non poirint, aliatam ab exteris virtutem."

The term " German" is manifeftly ufed throughout this Diary

in the abufive Ruffian fenfe, common ftill, for foreigner in gene-

ral. Lefort himfelf was not a German, nor of German race
j

but a Swifs of the French-fpeaking canton of Geneva ; and elfe-

where we find Scotch and Italians included by the Diarill under

the head of Germans.

—

Transl.
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out the ceremony, kifTed the baby when it cried

at being fprinkled with the chriftening water,

moft clemently accepted a fnuff-box which the

Danifh envoy offered him, and did not fhame to

rufh into the embraces of the giver. Knes Boris

Alexiowicz Galizin coming there in the evening,

he bade him welcome with a kifs, as a token of

his great friendhnefs. But catching his favourite

Alexafca* dancing with his fword on, he taught

him the fafhion of laying it afide by inflifting a

box, to the force of which the blood that fpouted

abundantly from his nofe bore witnefs. The

fame comet was near falling foul of Colonel de

Blumberg, and the more fo as, neglefting the

Czar's admonition, he was flow about putting off

his fword in the dance ; but at his humble

entreaties he was pardoned this tranfgreffion.

—

The Czar had it intimated to the Lord Envoy,

through the younger Lefort, that he would exe-

cute vindidlivejuftice upon the rebels to-morrow,

lo.—Surrounded by his foldiers in Bebra-

fchentfko, and allowing no ftranger within their

lines, the Czar, with his own hands, avenged

with the axe the treafon committed againft him,

* The founder of the family of Menfchikow.

—

Transl.
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on five of the traitors.* Two hundred and

thirty more expiated their crime by hanging
;

the Czar, the foreign Minifters, and the Mufco-

vite magnates, befides a vaft multitude of Ger-

mans, being fpedlators of this horrifying tragedy.

—A Strelitz having aflerted that General Lefort

had given occafion to the rebellion, was interro-

gated by the Czar, in that general's prefence

:

'* Whether he knew the general? or by what

fault he had merited the hatred of everybody ?

Did he happen to know whether the crimes

imputed to him were true ?
" And he anfwered

that he neither knew the general, nor did he know

for certain that what was commonly complained

of him was really well grounded ; that he had

given credit to what was written, and did not

think it was for him to call in queftion what was

the common complaint of everybody. Upon

being further aiked what he would have done if

fortune had favoured his attempt, and that either

the Czar or this Lefort had fallen into his hands,

he fuddenly retorted: '' What do you aik fuch

* The original runs :
" Ipfemet Tzarus in Bebralchentfko

" militibus I'uis te£lus, et exterorum nemine propius admiflb

" quinque perduellium in le commiflam perfidiam lecuri ultus

" elt."—Transl.
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queftlons for ? You can better imagine it

yourfelf. Had not luck deferted us when we

had made ourfelves mafters of Mofcow, without

taking the trouble of needlefs inquiries, we

fhould have turned our attention to the Boyars

in fuch a way as they fhould have all experi-

enced." The Czar had the Strelltz broken upon

the wheel, chiefly for having dared to fay that

General Lefort was the caufe of the Czar's tra-

velling abroad.—The Czar attended the funeral

of a German lieutenant-colonel, attired in a

mourning cloak, as a public fign of his forrow,

and followed by four noble Mufcovite youths.

II,—By a provifion of the Mufcovite law,

anything found is to be forthwith brought to the

PricaiTa, where the name of the bringer, the day

it was found, that when it was brought, and the

tiling itfelf are regifl:ered. Inanimate things are

ftored in the PricafTa ; animals in the Czar's

fl:ables. So whoever happens to have lofl; any-

thing prefents himfelf at the Pricafla, or if it be

an animal [that he has lofl:] he inquires about it

at the Czar's ftables ; if it be found, and that it

be proven to belong to him, he can claim it upon

payment of a light and inconfiderable ranfom.
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This day a horfe that was loft a few days

before by one of our folk was reftored through

the PricalTa, upon previous payment of three

roubles.

12.—The ground was covered with a denfe

fall of fnow, and everything frozen up with the

intenfe cold.

13. — At length, confideration for their

youthful years and the weaknefs of their unripe

judgment faved five hundred Strelitz from capital

punifhment, but their nofes and ears were cut off,

and they were tranfported to the remoteft fron-

tier provinces with that indelible ftigma for the

crime they had meditated.—Fiera, bedchamber-

woman to Sophia and the confidant of all her

fecrets, was dragged to be interrogated by the

Czar under the torture ; but when fhe was

ftripped naked, and groaning under the lafhes of

the knout, it was perceived that fhe was advanced

in pregnancy ; and on being prefTed by the Czar

fhe imputed it to her libidinous commerce with a

certain chorifter, by which admifTion, and by con-

felfing about feveral things concerning which fhe

was queftioned, fhe freed hcrfelf from further

lafhing.
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14.— Mr. Francis Jacobeides * Lefort cele-

brated his name-day and birth-day with a moft

magnificent entertainment, which the Czar and

a vaft number of the Boyars honoured with

their prefence. Dumnoi EmiHan Ignatiowicz

Ukrainzow, having merited the indignation of

the Czar, by fome fault or other unknown

to me, in anxiety for his dubious fate abafed

himfelf to all the offices of the lowlieft abjedt-

nefs. All the Boyars, moreover, as if by a

common underftanding, interceded, one after

the other, for him ; ftill the monarch remained

conftant in his averfion ; till, at laft, Lefort,

drawing the Czar afide to a lonely window,

excufed the Dumnoi for a bribe. But no tokens

of the Czar's returning favour were as yet feen.

I c^^ 16.—The ringleader of the rebellion,

Batfkagirin, could not be beaten out of his ftiif-

necked filence by the fharpeft pangs of the

torture, four times repeated ; but when con-

fronted with his fervant, a young man of about

twenty years of age, whom he had caught upon

* Jacobeides, i. e., Jacobowicz, or fon of James, according to

the Ruffian cuftom of adding the father's Chriftian name when

fpeaking of the fon.

—

Transl.
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the frontiers of Mufcovy and forced into his

fervice, he began to tell the whole tale of his

crime.—That evening there arrived from the

port of Archangel the Admiral of the Czar's

fea fleet, a Dutchman by birth.

17.—It was reported by a number of perfons

that to-day again the Czar had himfelf executed

public vengeance upon fome traitors.—The tor-

tures—moft atrocious—to which Lieutenant-

Colonel Karpakow has been continually fubje6led

for fome time, fo rent his flefh that he loft the

power both of fpeech and motion. In confe-

quence he was earneftly commended to the fkill

and attention of the Czar's phyfician. Through

negligence, the dodor had left a knife in his cell,

with which he had probably been preparing me-

dicaments. Karpakow, indignant that the vital

fpark, which had almoft fled, fliould be fum-

moned back with medicines for no other end

than, as you are already aware, that he might be

fubjeded afrefli to more cruel tortures, drew the

knife acrofs his throat, hoping to find death by

cutting off' that channel of life ; but when his

hand had nearly accompliflied the deed his

fl;rength failed him, and he was cured of his
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wound, and to-day was dragged back again to the

torture.

18.—The Czar dined at General Lefort's.

—

Colonel Chambers went to great expenfe pre-

paring an entertainment whereat, along with

many others, he had the Czar as a gueft. An
inexplicable whirlwind troubled the gaieties

:

feizing upon Mr. Lefort and flinging him upon

the floor, the Czar's Majefty kicked him. He
who is next to the fire is nearefl to burning.

20, 21.—Two hundred and thirty more of

the criminals were executed by the halter on the

white wall that furrounds the city, at each of the

gates. To-day the Czar refolved to feledl from

all clafl^es of his fubjects, Boyars, princes, military

oflicers, ftolniks, fcribes, citizens, and plebeians,

two out of each clafs, to be formed into a

regular council, which he might commiffion

and empower to examine Sophia and her per-

nicious plots, and appoint and pronounce publicly

what penalty they might agree fhe had deferved.

22, 23.—General Lefort fent to aik the Lord

Envoy to depute one of his officers to him, that

he had fomething to make known to him by

command of the Czar ; and the fecretary being
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dlfpatched to him, he announced that the Czar's

Majefty had appointed to dine on next Sunday

with the Lord Envoy, but upon the exprefs

condition that neither the Envoy of Poland

nor the Imperial colonel of artillery De Grage

fhould be invited. Again fome hundreds of

rebels are hano-ed on the white wall of Mofcow.

24, 25.—On thefe days the guefts were invited,

and everything was fumptuoufly prepared that

appeared requifite for the fuitablc reception of

the moft ferene gueft that was coming.

26.—Paft ten o'clock, the Czar's Majefty

arrived in his coach to a feaft ordained without

regard to expenfe. The following lift includes

the principal guefts :—The Boyar Leo Kirllowicz

Narefkin, General Lefort, Prince Galizin, Prince

Apraxin, the Boyar Golowin, the envoy of

Denmark, General de Gordon, General de Car-

lowitz. Baron de Blumberg, General Lefort's

kinfman, Colonel Chambers {Schamhers')^ Colonel

de Gordon, fon of General de Gordon, Adam

Weyd, the Swedifti commiftioner Knipper, the

Danifti commiftioner Baudenan, Lieutenant-

Colonel Menzies Erchel, the Czar's dodors

Carbonari and Zopot, the Vice- Admiral, the
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Army-Pope ( -poppa campejiris)^ the Czar's

favourite Alexafca, and many noble Mufcovites

befides ; the ladies were Madame de Mons,

Mademoifelle de Mons, the widow of General

Menzies, with her daughter, Generalefs {gene-

ralijja) de Gordon, Colonelefs (^colonelijja) de

Blumberg and Gordon, with her daughter,

Colonelefs de Chambers {Schamhers) and de

Duitte, Madame de Knipper, Madame de Bau-

denan, Madame Palckin, Madame Colombin,

the wife of Adam Weyd, Lady {domina) Erchei,

Baronefs de Borgfdorff, the Quafconi, with her

daughter, the wife of Mr. de Rouel, the two

Bakes girls, Mr. Kellerman's daughter, and

Madame Hulft's daughter. The banquet was

remarkable for the fumptuous cookery and the

coftly and precious wines which the well-ftored

cellar brought forth : for there was Tokay, red

Buda, dry Spanifh, Rhenifh, red French, another

as well as that they call Mufcatel, a great variety

of hydromel, and beer of various defcriptions,

and that complement which is not the leaft prized

by the Mufcovites—brandy {yimim adujium).

Boyar Golowin has, from his cradle, a natural

horror of falad and vinegar : fo the Czar dired-
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ing Colonel Chambers to hold him tight, forced

falad and vinegar into his mouth and noftrils,

until the blood flowing from his nofe fucceeded

his violent coughing. Shortly after, a kind of

cold derangement of the fl:omach feized the Czar,

and a fudden fpafm running through his limbs,

ftruck him with great terror that fomething was

wrong. General Lefort, anxious, like every-

body elfe, for the Sovereign's health, diredled

Doctor Carbonari de Bifenegg to find a vein,

who, faying that this faint chill would fpeedily

pafs, afked for the moil generous Tokay wine

that was to be had. Moft pleafmg to the Czar

was this quick-witted remedy, nor did he long

delay to take fuch whoiefome phyfic. He in-

quired of the do6lor why he meant to fell his

wife : and the phyfician, with a quiet laugh,

anfwered boldly, " Becaufe -you delay paying my

yearly falary." It happens that Carbonari had

fome days before, after explaining his wants to

Prince Romadonowfki, folicited his falary ; and

the Prince anfwering that he was ready to lend

money at intereft, he replied, without hefitating,

that except his wife he had no other pledge to

offer ; but if the Prince was refolved to lend
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money, that he was ready either to pawn or fell

her. In other refpedls his Majefly all through,

with a perfectly open countenance, gave evidence

of his internal gaiety.*

27.— The two bedchamberwomen, above

named, are buried alive, if we are to believe what

rumour has bruited abroad. All the Boyars and

Magnates that were prefent at the Council by

which the fate of the rebel Strelitz was decreed,

this day were fummoned to a new tribunal. A
criminal was fet before each, and each had to

carry out with the axe the fentence which had

pafTed. Prince Romadonowfki, who was chief

of four regiments of Strelitz before their revolt,

laid four Strelitz low with the fame weapon

—

His Majefty urging him to it. The more cruel

Alexafcaf went boafting of twenty heads that he

had chopped oiF. Galizin was unhappy at having

greatly increafed the criminal's fufFerings by

ftriking ill. Three hundred and thirty that were

* Caeteroquin Tzarea Majeftas, porrefliflima femper fronte,

interni gaudii indicium dedit.

—

Orig.

f The founder of the Menfchikow family, whom Peter raifed

from a paftry-cook's boy to be his favourite, and a Prince, and
of whom fortune and talent made a fuccefsful general.—Trans-
lator's Note.
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all led out together to the axe's fatal ftroke im-

purpled the plain far and wide with civil
—

'tis

true—but impious blood. General Lefort and

Baron de Blumberg were invited alfo to this

hangman's office^ but were excufed on alleging

that it was foreign from the manners of the

countries they came from. The Czar himfelf, fit-

ting in his faddle, looked on with dry eyes at the

whole tragedy—at this frightful butchery of fuch

a multitude of men—being only irate that feveral

of the Boyars had performed this unaccuftomed

fundlionwith trembling hands—/or that no fatter

vi5lim could be immolated to God tlian a wicked

man.

28.—To-day took place the execution of the

popes—that is to say, of fuch of them as carrying

images of the Blefled Virgin and Saint Nicholas

to draw the common people to the fide of the

mutineers, had, with the cuftomary prayers at

the altar, invoked the help of God for the happy

fuccefs of the impious plot. One was hung on

a gibbet in front of the church of the Moft

Sacred Trinity ; another beheaded, and fet upon

the wheel to remain a lafting fpedacle. Two

brothers, guilty of the treafon, after having their

VOL. I. O
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extremities broken by the hangman, were tied

alive upon the wheel, and envioufly beheld a

third brother of theirs, among twenty others

who had fuffered by the axe and were fmeared

with their gore, complaining with indignant mur-

murings that he fhould be removed from them

by a fwifter death, whom Nature in the firft

place, and Crime in the fecond, had joined in

love.

Not far from the Monaftery of the Nuns

there were raifed thirty gibbets in the fhape of

a fquare, where the halter received 230 head of

Strelitz who were deferving of a more cruel fate.

But three ringleaders of this perilous mutiny,

who had prefented a petition inviting Sophia to

take the helm of the State, were hanged over

againft the walls of the faid monaftery, clofe to

the window of Sophia's room, and he that hangs

in the middle holds a paper, folded like a peti-

tion, tied in his dead hands ;
perhaps in order

that remorfe for the paft may gnaw Sophia with

perpetual grief.

29.—The military engineer, La Valle, who

was fent fome years ago into Mufcovy by the

moft auguft Emperor, and raifed by the Czar
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to the rank of General, reached Mofcow, in

irons and fettered, from the camp at Azow,

and was delivered into cuftody and fafe keep-

ing in the new PricafTa, under a charge of

treafon.

30.—The two ambafTadors of His Majefty

the Czar, who had quite recently been employed

on a miflion at the Emperor's Court, General

Lefort and the Boyar Golowin, entered Mofcow

in the fame fafhion as they were introduced into

Vienna, as many coaches-and-fix as could be got

together adding to the fplendour of the train.

The Czar himfelf did not think it beneath him

to be mixed up in the number of thofe that

accompanied. The proceffion wended to the

city palace of Prince Feodor Jurowicz Roma-

donowfki, the then Vicegerent ; the younger

Lefort, in the chara6ler of Secretary of Embafly,

bore the letters credential of fome unknown

—

perhaps the King of Utopia—which they ex-

hibited to the above-named Prince with ludicrous

and fcenic folemnity; for with the offer of a

fhe monkey, by way of prefent, the whole

comedy ended in mockery. None of the train

was allowed to appear except in German drefs.
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which was efpecially meant to irritate Prince

Romadonowiki with a fight of what he liked not.

For when it was told to him that the AmbafTador

Golowin had put on the German drefs at Vienna,

he anfwered, '' I do not believe Golowin to be

fuch a brainlefs afs as to defpife the garb of his

fatherland."

31.—Two rebels, who were the main ring-

leaders of the traitors, after their extremities,

only, had been broken, were fet alive upon the

wheel, that by this lingering death they may pay

a penalty proportioned to their cruel defign.

November i.—A certain envoy* from the

north was aware that the Czar had flept the night

before at the houfe of the Daniih commiflioner,

Baudenan. Thither, therefore, he went, expe6l-

ing by this humble court to win greater favour

than others. Nor was he wrong in his reckon-

ing, for the Czar took him to fhow him the great

Iwarij the largeft bell in the world. But he was

near lofing in a moment whatever ihare of favour

* Heins, the Daniih envoy, as appears from the notice of him

tov\ards the clofe of the text of this volume.
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he had laborioufly gathered. Along with the

other reprefentatives he had come by invitation

with the Czar to a banquet, which was fumptu-

oufly prepared by the prime minifter, Leo Kiri-

lowicz Galizin. He had fat down next the Czar,

and united with the other reprefentatives, and the

Czar's minifters had implored him—and long he

refifted—to fhorten the long-fufferings of the

criminals that were fet upon the wheel yefterday,

and who were ftill alive, by fending a bullet

through them. The favourite, Gabriel, who was

charged with the execution of this, announced at

his return that one of the condemned had lived

fome time, even after the bullet : whence the

Czar took occafion to tell the following flory:

—

A coachman in Poland was fo wounded by the

chance explofion of a firelock that he was carry-

ing in his hand, that the bullet, entering through

his mouth, had gone out again at the occiput

;

notwithftanding which he furvived nine days.

The envoy above mentioned, auguring the fuc-

cefs of the whole day from his early court,

treated the matter as fomething too portentous

and prodigious. But the Czar affeverated all the

more ftrongly in proportion as he faw the envoy's
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amazement to be great ; and as the latter at laft

brought up feme phyfical reafons, and was philo-

fophifing with perilous ambition, adding that it

would be hard to perfuade him of it, the Czar,

wroth that the truth of his word fhould be fo

pertinacioufly impugned, called upon General

Carlowitz to repeat the whole ftory from the

beginning. When Carlowitz had told it juft the

fame, the Czar thus addreffed, with a certain

indignation, the philofopher that had thus pub-

licly caft doubt upon him :
'' Dofl thou believe

now ? If it fhould happen ftill to be beyond

belief, I will write to the King of the Poles, that

I may prove my veracity to you by his tefti-

mony." During dinner there was queftion about

the differences between countries ; the one that

lay next Mufcovy was very ill fpoken of. The

minifter who comes thence replied that for his

part he had noted a great many things in Muf-

covy that were deferving of cenfure. The Czar

retorted, " If thou wert a fubjed of mine, I would

add thee as a companion to thofe of mine that are

now hanging from the gibbet,—for I well know

what thy fpeech alludes to." The Czar, of fet

purpofe, fought an opportunity of fetting the
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fame perfonage to dance with his fool,* a laughing-

ftock for his court, amidft a general titter ; and

yet the perfonage did not underftand what a

fhameful trick was being played upon him, until

the Imperial Lord Envoy, who had always a

great deal of influence with him, had quietly

given him warning, through one of his intimates,

not to forget the dignity of his office. By

another jefling interpretation he underftood the

flaps which a facred hand inflidted as being a

token of affedion ! Thus the ads of others

fometimes borrow fo completely their denomina-

tion from our own interpretings, that we fee

frequently the fame ads, according to the chances

of time and natural charader, at one time taken

for infults, and at another for favours.

It was forbidden by ukafe to receive Imperial

dollars (folidos) in payment ; and it was ordered

* Nikita Zotovv, preceptor of Czar Peter, and subfequently

that prince's buffoon, received from him the title of Count,

8 July, 1710, at a moment when the Czar was under the influ-

ence of a copious repaft. He died in 171 7, and his delcendants

were forbidden to bear the title fo ftrangely acquired, until 1802,

when an illuftrious princely family, with whom one of them

intermarried, obtained permifTion from the Emperor Alexander I.

for the pofterity of that one to bear the title conferred upon his

anceftor.— (See Dolgoruki, Notices, See.)—Transl.
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that they fhould be brought to the mint to be

changed for kopeks, a Ruffian coin. The Czar

gained largely by this meafure ; for out of the

imperial dollar, for which they gave fifty-five

kopeks in exchange, there were frequently coined

one hundred and ten, as we ourfelves adually had

experience of in our time there.

2.—His Majefty the Czar being about to ftart

for Veroneje, ordered a dinner to be prepared

by his general, Lefort, and all the reprefentatives,

as well as the chief Boyars, to be invited. The

Czar came later than ufual, having doubtlefs been

engaged in fome affairs of no light moment

;

even at table, without taking notice of the pre-

fence of the reprefentatives, he ftill continued

difcuffmg fome points with his Boyars ; but the

confultation was next thing to an altercation

—

neither words nor hands being fpared, every one

being excited beyond meafure, each defending his

own opinion with obftinacy, and with a warmth

perilous beneath the eye of Majefty. They

differed fo widely, that they almoft abufed one

another. Two, whofe lowlier rank excufed them

from mingling in this knotty difcuffion, fought

to win the favour due to a capital funny joke,
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by another defcription of clownifhnefs, trying, as

fomething quite fine, to hit one another's heads

with the bread which they found upon the table
;

for they all, in their own way, did their beft to

give genuine proofs of their true origin. Yet

even among the Mufcovite guefts fome there

were whofe more modeft fpeech with their Prince

betokened high charaAer of foul. An undifliurb-

able gravity of manners was remarkable in the

aged Prince Leo Hugowicz Tzerkafki ; ripe

prudence of counfel chara6lerifed Boyar Golowin
;

an apt knowledge of public affairs was diftin-

guifhable in Artemonowicz ;—men who Ihone

all the more, as their fpecies was evidently very

rare. The lafl: that I have named, indignant that

fo many, and fuch a variety of madmen, fhould

be admitted to a royal banquet, addreffing the

Dumnoi of the Siberian Pricajfa in Latin (which

he knows well), exclaimed aloud: ''Stultorum

plena funt omnia," (/. e., '' the whole place is full

of fools,") fo that his words might eafily reach

the ears of all that knew Latin. Dancing fol-

lowed immediately after the table was removed
;

and now took place the difmiffal of the Envoy of

the Poles. The Czar broke haftily away, quite
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unexpedledly, from the gay crowd, Into a place

next the dining-room, where the glafles and

drinking cups and various kinds of drinkables

were kept, commanding the Envoy of Poland to

follow him. Thither crowded after him the

whole body of the guefts, eager to know what

was the cafe. Impeded by their own hafte, they

had not all got Into the room, when the letters re-

credential had been already handed to the Pollfh

Envoy, and the Czar coming out again, put to

the blufh thofe that were ftlll trying and pufhing

to get in. At the IntercefTion of General Lefort,

two Dutch fea- captains, guilty of notorious dif-

obedience, and who had been condemned to

death by a court-martial, were brought in to the

Czar, and after prevloufly craving pardon, caft

themfelves at his feet, and, receiving back their

fwords from his own hand, were reftored to life,

honour, and their former fundlons,—an immenfe

leflbn of the Czar's fovereign clemency. He

then bade farewell, with a klfs, to all the Boyars

and reprefentatlves,—Indeed In an efpeclal manner

to the Imperial Lord Envoy—excepting the

Pole, who having got his recredentials, appeaerd

to be fevered from further falutatlon of his
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Majefty. About funfet he took the road to

Veroneje, taking along with him—befides others

unknown, by reafon of their lowly offices—the

Dutch vice-admiral, Major-General Carlowitz,

and Adam Weyd. Carlowitz gets the fame

honours and treatment as the Polifh Envoy pre-

vioufly enjoyed, whence the latter had fome

grounds for fufpeding, as he did, that his being

fo very unexpectedly and fuddenly expedited, was

promoted by a fecret intrigue of the former.

3.—A pope, and twenty- two that have been

frefhly accufed of encouraging the late revolt

by their counfels, were dragged to prifon and

examination.

y 4.—By public order, all who have (hops in the

ftreets near the Caftle of the Kremlin, have been

commanded to deftroy them without any fubter-

fuge, as quickly as poffible, under penalty of

confifcation of goods, and corporeal pains at dif-

cretion. They will have it, that the motive of this

edidl is the beautifying and ornamenting ofthe city

.

The Czar's banquet, at which it is the old

cuftom and ufage to receive reprefentatlves on

their departure, was given to the Lord Envoy of

Poland.
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5.—In virtue of yefterday's ukafe, the fhops

near the Caftle of the Kremlin are already de-

ftroyed, fo urgent is obedience.

By another ukafe of the Czar, all tolerably

grown and robuft boys are to be fent to Vero-

neje, to learn fhipbuilding from the workmen

there. The firft 200, who are to be fent from

thence into Holland, began their journey to-

day. Two fons of the late General Menzies

were let ofF, on the grounds of their weakly

age.

6.—The military engineer La Valle was

examined by the Generaliffimo Schachin, and

when he would have denied certain things that

he wrote, is faid to have been confounded by the

produdion of his own handwriting.

Knes Feodor lurowicz Romadonowfki had been

given to underftand that the Czar's phyfician,

Zoppot, kept a certain German in his fervice as

an interpreter, expeding him to be ufeful in

feveral refpedls to himfelf and his fon,—and he

had the man carried off violently againft the

dodor's confent.

7.—The intenfe cold, which had abated for

fome days, came on again.
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8.—Do6lor Zoppot, having complained to

General Lefort of his interpreter being carried

ofF by force, Romadonowfki fent him back to-

day upon compulfion. A clerk from the Czar's

chancery brought a monkey to the fame phyfician

with an order for him to exert his fkill to cure

it. Zoppot excufed himfelf on the ground of his

ignorance of the Ruffian idiom, and fuggefted his

colleague Carbonari as more capable ot the cure,

on account of his fkill in that tongue.

The Polifh noble who, along with General

Carlowitz, had accompanied the Czar's Majefty

to Mofcow, began his journey back to Poland,

loaded with the Czar's favour and bounty.

9, 10, II.—Conforming with the Germans

refiding here in ufing the old calendar, we went

to the ufual devotions in the Roman Church, and

vefpers for the fouls departed.

12.—Notice was given to the Polifh Envoy

to evacuate his apartments within the fpace of

three weeks, and leave Mofcow ; for that thefe

rooms had already been affigned by the Miniftry

for an Envoy Extraordinary, who was coming

from the Eledor of Brandenburg. Princefs

Marpha has been banifhed to a certain monallery
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a long way off from the city, a fort of imprifon-

ment for life.

13, 14, 15, 16, 17.—General Lefort gave a

grand entertainment. He has forbidden all bar-

bers and furgeons to wear fwords, becaufe hitherto

they have frequently given occafion to man-

flaughter.

18, 19.—The Swedifh Commiffary Knipper

received a large company to a fumptuous banquet.

20.—The German officers coming from the

camp openly complain that during the whole

year's campaign Dolgorouki has done nothing

worthy of a foldier ; for although he had been

duly informed that there were not above Xzn

thoufand fouls of all fexes and ages in all Crimea,

neverthelefs he had not dared to attempt any-

thing with fixty thoufand men, which daftardli-

nefs of the General thefe very Tartars of Crimea

had punifhed, breaking like a hurricane over the

borders and fpreading lamentable havoc; for

burning and facking Valvika, the neareft town

within the Mufcovite frontier, they dafhed acrofs

the river Ofcue, and bore around their difmal

fires as far as Bialogrod. Hamlets, villages,

towns, and colonies were fo deplorably laid wafte.
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that nothing now remained but fcorched graves

and afhes. That fix thoufand men had been

driven off like cattle into the hardeft flavery,

while to a very few the forefts and haunts of

wild beafts alone had afforded an afylum of

fafety. Befides, that a deadlier enemy had

afflicted the Mufcovites In their own camp : for

Prince Dolgorouki, by fome ftrangely unhappy

counfel, had not provided the neceffary victual-

ling for the army, no officer had received his

pay, and fifteen thoufand common foldiers had

perifhed, flain by famine.*

21, 22, 23, 24, 25.—The anniverfary feftlval

of the Moft Auguft Emperor's name-dayf was

magnificently celebrated, firft in the church, and

then at the Lord Envoy's, with a fplendid enter-

tainment.

26.—Although the late Inhuman and moft

* Prince Bafil Dolgorouki, nephew of this incapable com-

mander, achieved in a fortnight the final conqueft of the Crimea
j

and was commanded by the Emprefs Catherine II. to bear in

confequence the name of Dolgoruki of the Crimea {Dolgoruki-

Krimjky).—Transl.

t Name-day^ &rc. The feftival-day of the Saint whofe name

the Prince received in baptifm is obferved with more folcmnity

and ceremonial at Catholic courts than the birth-day anniver-

fary.

—

Transl.
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atrocious execution of rebels had cut ofF by

halter, blade, and wheel, fome thoufands of men

in the fpace of a few days, ftill Mufcovy is not

cleanfed of all the dregs of treafon. As foon as

the Czar's Majefty left for Veroneje, the fecret

meetings of fome troublous fpirits ftruck fear into

the minds of the well-difpofed that ftubborn civil

war might rife again more fierce than ever.

This fufpicion is ftill diffembled till notice be

quietly given to the Czar's Majefty of it ; that

he may fo provide in time a ftrong remedy for

the mifchief once more afoot, before it gather

ftrength. A courier that was fent ojff to his

Majefty laft night to Veroneje, with letters and

fome valuable utenfils, was violently feized on

the ftone bridge at Mofcow, and robbed—the

letters, indeed, with the feals broken, were found

fcattered on the bridge at daybreak ; but whither

the utenfils—whither the courier himfelf has been

carried, there was no trace to indicate. This

deed is imputed to the treafonable confpirators

;

and it is prefumed that the courier has been

thruft beneath the ice into the waters of the

river Neglina.

27.—One of the Dutch failors was thruft
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through with a lance by one of the Czar's foldiers

in a brawl.

28, 29, 30.—We went in fledges to the

Monaftery of the Nuns to look at the huge

quadrangular gibbet, and the three men hanging

clofe to the window of Sophia's room.

December i.—Ships built at the cofl: of

the magnates, by command of the Czar, were

launched,—the firft rudimental eflay of a future

hope. That of the Patriarch fared the worft,

ftriking by an unlucky accident and going to

pieces.

1.-—Two Dutchmen that were found dead in

the ftreets, it was fufpeded, had been murdered

by the Mufcovites. Seven thoufand rebels more

were faid to be aflembling three hundred werfts

from the city.

3.—Adam Weyd came back with General

Carlowitz from Veroneje.

4.—Seventy of the Mofcow night-robbers

were feized, of whom two executioners, that were

formerly popes, were the firft to be put to the

rack.

5.—Wine and provifions bought in the port
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of Archangel, and which had been efcorted all

the three hundred miles thence by foldiers of the

Czar, arrived intadl and fafely.

6.—Having wandered out to the Czar's mena-

gerie, we faw there a colofTal white bear, leopards,

lynxes, and many other animals that are kept

merely for the pleafure of looking at them. The

Polifh Envoy preffed to be allowed to go to the

Czar at Veroneje, but the miniftry denied him

leave, inafmuch as being fully difmifled he could

have no further bufinefs to treat of.

7, 8, 9.—At the requeft of the Imperial Lord

Envoy, the military engineer. La Valle, was

freed from gaol and chains, and had been allowed

by General-in-Chief Schachin, to go to the

German fuburb under cuftody of three foldiers,

and to frequent the Catholic Church for his

devotions. But having abufed this permiflion,

he was again dragged off to the Chancery, and is

there detained in bodily conftraint.

10.—They fay the Czar's Majefty has left

Veroneje for Bialogrod, in order to examine more

thoroughly the exploits and doings of General

Dolgorouki.

1 1, 1 2.—General Lefort ordered into his cellar
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three hundred oxow of different kinds of wine,

which had been brought by merchants from the

port of Archangel, the Czar paying all expenfes

of this kind that are meant for his pleafure.

Thefe wines, in the ordinary courfe, are fubjedt

to duty, at the rate of fixty imperial folidi for

every oxow of Spanifh wine, and forty for the

oxow of Rhenifh. The oxow contains four

barrels [quatuor urnas].

13, 14, 15, 16.—^One of the fea-captains,

fpending the night with his wife at the houfe of

a Boyar, and In the night-time being invited to

drive out lleighing, for pleafure, along with the

Boyar, found, on his return, his wife with her

head cut off, and nothing could be difcovered

about the aflaffm.

-^17, 18.—General Lefort fhowed the Imperial

Envoy, who was dining with him, a portrait of

the Duke of Savoy that had been fent to him

enriched with gems and precious ftones, adding

that his brother, the Syndic of Geneva, had been

prefented with fuch another^

19, 20, 21.—The Lord Envoy of Poland

invited fome Ruffian princes to dine with him.

After copious compotations, with mightily lavifh
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generofity, he offered all that he poffeffed to his

guefts ; nor were the Ruffians fqueamifh about

taking what was offered. One afked for a coach

and fix horfes, another for a pair of mofi: coftly

piftols, a third for a book, which was all he faw

remaining ; and the Pole gave each of them what

he afked, adding :
" The Mufcovites may fee

that I am taking nothing with me out of Ruffia

that comes from them.

22.—A grand entertainment given by General

Lefort.

23, 24, 25.—A mother plotted with her

daughter the death of her hufband, and the cruel

deed was perpetrated bj two murderers hired for

thirty kreuzers (cruciatis). Both thefe women

fuffered the penalty due to the crime, which they

confeffed, and were buried up to the neck in the

earth. The mother bore the intenfe cold till the

third day ; the daughter furvived till the fixth.

When dead, their corpfes were taken out of the

holes and hanged, heads downmoft, to the feet

of the two affaffms before mentioned, who had

periflied by the halter. This penalty only at-

taches to the murder of a hufband by his wife

;

men who flay their wives are not punifhed with
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fuch rigour—nay, very often the crime is com-

pounded for merely with money.

26.—Major-General Carlowitz has preffed the

Mufcovite Miniftry for 20^000 foldiers to be fent

as foon as poflible to the frontiers, on account

of the fear of frefh difturbances in Lithuania.

The Polifh Envoy protefted againfl this nego-

tiation, and warned Carlowitz to think whether

he was negotiating for the Poles or for the Muf-

covites : that it was not to be believed that the

Ruffians would retire without attempting rapine

and plundering ; that their defire would be to

make ufe of an occafion, which they longed for,

to inflid incurable wounds on the Republic
;

that it would be much better to fee if the Czar's

Majefty would make complaint through his refi-

dent to the Republic touching thefe mifchievous

movements, as if it refleded contempt upon

himfelf, that juft after formally announcing the

eledion and coronation of one King, they fhould

thus begin thinking of choofing another.

^ 27.—Six thoufand peafants and as many fol-

diers were fent off to Veroneje to avert the

apprehended irruption of the Tartars.

28, 29, 30.—The Czar's Majefty came back
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from Veroneje, and held the daughter of Colonel

Baron de Blumberg at the chriftening font. There

were feventeen other fponfors along with him
;

and they were of almoft every religion. Among

the chief were—the Imperial Lord Envoy, Gene-

rals Lefort and Carlowitz, Mr. Adam Weyd.

In the courfe of converfation, the Imperial Lord

Envoy began fpeaking about the penalty for flay-

ing a huflDand, and of the reported cuftom of

digging up thofe who furvived after the third

day, and fending them to hard labour in fome

monaftery. The Czar, whofe ear the words had

indiftindly reached, inquired what they were talk-

ing about, and when he learnt that it was about

the lenity of the cuftom, he replied to his eager

lifteners, that fo little was fuch a cuftom in force,

that he could ftate that he knew himfelf of a

woman, a long time ago, who was condemned to

the fame penalty, and who had expiated her

crime with the death flie deferved after furviving

twelve days without food. As long as the per-

fon condemned to the pit continues to drag out

life, the fentries on guard are commanded, under

the moft fevere corporal penalty, to admit no

food or drink whatever to the criminal which
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might reftore her ftrength, fo as to make her

bear longer tortures. That night the Czar is

faid to have gone to her and examined her,

perhaps v/ith a defign of clemency, fhould fhe

be found deferving of it ; but the greatnefs of

the crime flood in his way, and pardon of fuch

an extremely atrocious example feemed dangerous.

Others averred that the Czar wanted to have one

of the foldiers on guard free her from further

torment of this flow death by fhooting her ; but

General Lefort cried out againft this idea, that it

was net for a foldier to fhoot a woman, and that

woman found guilty of death ; upon which and

fome other fqueamifh word in addition, the Czar

in a paffion ordered that the wretched creature

fhould be left until Death came for her.

31.—General Lefort received the Czar and

200 guefts of the higheft nobility to a moll

fumptuous banquet. The Czar was so exafpe-

rated at the exceedingly bafe calumnies of two,*

* The perfonages here alluded to are Narefkin, the Czar's

maternal uncle, who held the fun6lions of Prime Minifter

and Miniltcr of Foreign Affairs, and Prince Boris Galizin,

Viceroy of CafTan and Aflracan, as is manifcft from a compari-

fon of this pafTage with another further on.—Translator's

Note.
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who, by reafon of their holding the higheft

rank after the Czar, were become rivals, that he

loudly threatened he would cut fhort the difpute

with the head of one or the other—whichever

fhould be found moft in fault. He commiflioned

Prince Romadonowfki to examine into the affair
;

and with a violent blow of his clenched hand

thruft back General Lefort, who was coming up

to mitigate his fury.

January i, 2, of the year 1699.—All the

Boyars came to the Czar in Bebrafchentfko by

command. The queftion of peace or war was

debated. A peafant was found dead, with feveral

wounds, in the German Slowoda ; the cuts fhowed

that he was murdered with a knife ; but as no

trace could be found of the robber—who had

fled—the crime had to go unpunifhed.

Rebels brought here from Azow paid the

penalty of their treafon. Among thofe impli-

cated was a pope, whom the Czar himfelf, with

his own hand, laid low with the axe. Likewife

fix coiners fufFered the extreme penalty; the falfe

money was poured molten down their throats.

3.—To-day, being the eve of our Lord's
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Nativity (old ftyle), which Is preceded by a

RufTian faft of feven weeks, all the markets and

public thoroughfares are to be feen plenilhed to

overflowing with flefh meats. Here you have

an incredible multitude of geefe ; In another

place fuch flore of pigs, ready killed, that you

would think it enough to laft the whole year

;

the number of oxen killed is in proportion ; fowl

of every kind looked as if they had flown toge-

ther from all Mufcovy, and every part thereof,

into this one city. It would be ufelefs to attempt

naming all the varieties : everything that one could

wifh for was to be had.

One of the Boyars was abufing the freedom of

fpeech rather too much in the Czar's prefence, in

Bebrafchentfko ; but he has been caftigated bodily,

and the fmart of the ftripes has duly Impreffed

upon him how much It behoveth to be of reve-

rent fpeech with his Sovereign.

4.—His Majefty the Czar vifited General

Gordon—who is confined to his bed by illnefs

—

and announced to him his firm refolutlon, not-

wlthftandlng the peace which would perhaps foon

put an end to all hoftllities, to try his fortune by

fea with his (hips. Gordon congratulated the
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Czar on his moil ftout refolve, but added that

the firft thing to be thought of was a fure port

;

that, otherwife, the whole fleet would be the fport

of the winds, and a prey for the enemy. Whole-

fome counfel, though the body was fick, and

would have been approved by the Czar too, if

avidity for glory could brook delay. So it

rather tells for Gordon, than for greatnefs of foul

in the Sovereign, who, in reference to this anxiety

about a harbour and perils, fcorning the weights

of prudence, replied fuitably to his ambition :

'^ My fhips fhall find their port in the open fea."

Schachin, for having fold the military ranks

and offices, being deprived of the power of

making officers, it was entrufted ad interim to

Gordon, as a more confcientious keeper ; and he

at once exercifed it by promoting Captain Straufs

to be Major.

5.—His Majefty the Czar dined with General

Artemon Michalowicz Golowin.

6.—A woman who had killed both her hufband

and her mother was queftioned, by what impulfe

fhe had been driven to commit a crime fo impious

and inhuman—whether fhe did not know with

what cruel rigour crimes of that kind were
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avenged ? To the amazement of the inquirer,

fhe replied, with a fearlefs front :
" I lately faw

two women found guilty of killing a hufband

awaiting a flow death in their pits : I neither

doubt that the fame torment awaits me, nor do I

crave for any favour : it is enough for me, that,

having killed my hufband and my mother, I can

rejoice at fo bold a deed." The ordinary penalty

of the pit was fharpened in her cafe, by burning

her limbs In addition.

7.—An Envoy has arrived from Media, with

a train of only five perfons.

8, 9.—The Czar was dining with Prince

Galizin, when a fudden tumult announced that a

fire had broken out, and had already confumed

the houfe of a certain Boyar. The Czar, excited

at this, fprlnging haftily from the table and run-

ning headlong to the place where he had heard

the fire was raging, not only gave his advice,

but a6lually employed his own hands in putting

out the flames, and was (t^n labouring away

among the very tottering ruins of the houfe.

10, II.—Fifteen potwodi were fent from the

AmbafTadorial Pricafia to the Envoy of Poland,

left he fhould delay his departure any longer

;
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and the fame day he publicly took leave of the-

whole Catholic community by the lips of the

prieft.

12.—That Envoy, having fenton his baggage

before him, began his journey to-day.

A certain juggler (in the vernacular, Tafchen-

Spieler) reached Mufcovy a long time ago, with

mighty hopes of making a fortune by his art in

fuch far-off lands. Coming from his native

Scotland, he ambitioufly ufed to boaft that he

was of the ftock of thofe the fplendour of whofe

illuftrious blood General de Gordon had proved

to Mufcovy by his noble deeds. It feems that

his claim might have been acknowledged, if the

bafenefs of a jefter's art, which was his fole pro-

fefTion, had not condemned him to be injurioufly

treated as bafeborn ; nor had the fierce eagles

procreated a timid dove. Fate led this poor

devil, caft off by his proud kin, by an unbroken

chain of calamity to his utter deftrudion at lafl.

Falling into a brawl with a captain whofe name

was Schmidj he forged * the lafl link of his mis-

fortunes. The captain's wife rufhing in with her

* ^^ Forged" Sec. A pun upon the name Schmid ; the Ger-

man equivalent of the Englilli patronymic Smith, respecting



'The Court of Mo/cow. 221

two grown-up daughters to help her hufband,

who was grappling with the juggler, and almoft

on the point of fuccumbing ; the number of

hands upon him drove the juggler to fiercer coun-

fels ; fo fnatching the dirk which he carried, he

ftruck fo deep into the captain's fide, that his life's

blood gufhed forth and he expired. When the

deed of death was done he fled to the Lord Envoy

of Poland for fandluary ; but it was an unhappy

thought, for the Envoy, being on the point of

leaving Mufcovy from day to day, was in doubt

whether he could convey the poor wretch fafely

away, and fo he himfelf hafliily, and too thought-

leffly, conduced the man in a fledge from the

Ambafl^adorial Court into the German fuburb,

—

from a place of afylum and fafe concealment into

open peril of prifon, life, and execution ; fancy-

ing that he would be longer fafely hidden in

Colonel de Gordon's houfe, who was in the

Czar's fervice, and had a right to give orders to

anybody, than among thofe whom the unanimous

which a rare and quaint heraldic writer, Morgan, in liis " Spliere

of Gentry" (London, in fol., 1660-1661), reflects:

—

" Whence cometh Smith, or whether he be kriight or fquire,

" But from the Smith that forgeth in the fire ?"

—

Transl.
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confent of nations far and wide has furrounded

with a barrier, as it were, facred, legal, and in-

violable. The Envoy's going in perfon in the

evening, and in fuch turbulent hafte, towards

the German Slowoda, gave rife to a fufpicion of

whom he was bringing. No fooner was he

brought back than, trace of him being found,

the juggler was delivered up, upon fummons of

the headfman ; the fentence of the populace, as

ufual, having decreed peculiarly atrocious pains

for him for having deprived a wife of her hufband

and left four children fatherlefs. Under the

penal queftion, the pangs of which he thrice bore

to the envy of the Mufcovites, he alleged the

neceffity he was under of killing in his own

defence, that he was driven to do that crime in

order to efcape being ftrangled by the other, as

was imminent.

A ferf had been pardoned of the treacherous

flaying of his mafter ; but the Czar having ac-

quired the certainty of his having committed a

frefh manflaughter to-day, commanded him to

be caft into irons and executed.

13.—A fumptuous comedy celebrates the time

of Our Lord's Nativity. The chief Mufcovites,
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at the Czar's choice, fhine in various fham ecclefi-

aftical dignities. One reprefents the Patriarch,

others Metropolites, Archimandrites, Popes,

Deacons, Sub-Deacons, &c. Each, according to

whichever denomination of thefe the Czar has

given him, has to put on the veftments that

belong to it. The fcenic Patriarch, with his

fham metropoHtes and the reft in eighty fledges,

and to the number of two hundred, makes the

round of the city of Mofcow and the German

Slowoda, enfigned with crolier, mitre, and the

other infignia of his afTumed dignity. They all

flop at the houfes of the richer Mufcovites and

German officers, and fing the praifes of the new-

born Deity in ftrains for which the inhabitants

of thofe houfes have to pay dearly. After they

had fung the praifes of the new-born Deity at

his houfe, General Lefort recreated them all with

pleafanter mufic, banqueting, and dancing.

14.—The wealthieft merchant of Mufcovy,

whofe name is Filadilow, gave fuch offence by

having only prefented twelve roubles to the Czar

and his Boyars, who fang the praifes of God,

new-born, at his houfe, that the Czar, with all

poffible fpeed, fent off a hundred of the populace
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to the houfe of that merchant, with a mandate to

pay forthwith to every one of them a rouble

each. But Prince Tzerkaflcy, whom they had

nicknamed the richeft ruftic, was rendered more

prudent by what befel his neighbour ;—in order

not to merit the Czar's anger he offered a thou-

fand roubles to the mob of fingers. It behoved

the Germans to make fhow of equal readinefs.

Everywhere they keep the table laid ready with

cold viands, not to be found unprepared.

15, 16.—The feftival of the Three Kings, or

rather the Epiphany of Our Lord, was graced

with the blefling of the river Neglina.* The

Lord Envoy went to fee this grand annual

folemnity from the windows of the ambafladorial

chancery which look out upon the river. The

proceffion to the river, which was frozen over,

went in this order. General de Gordon's regi-

ment opened the line. Major f Menzies at their

* There is a defpatch of the AmbafTador himfelf, giving an

account of the ceremony of the water-bleffing, in MS. in the

Vienna Archives. It is dated the i8th of February. Of this

Von Adelung had a copy.

f Colonellus-Major is clearly a literal translation of the Ger-

man Oberltwachtmeifter, until lately the word used in Auftria

for Major.
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head inftead of Colonel Gordon ; the exquifite

red of their new uniforms adding to their fplendid

appearance. Gordon's regiment was followed by

another, called Bebrafchentfko, in handfome new

green uniforms ; the Czar had taken the place of

its chief, his fine port winning refped for Majefty.

Then followed a third regiment, which they call

Semonowfki, the good grace of which a dwarf

drummer increafed in the fame proportion as

nature had curtailed in his perfon the common

ftature of mankind. The foldiers' uniforms were

blue. Every regiment had two bands of mufi-

cians, each compofed of eighteen inftrumentalifts.

The Bebrafchentfko regiment was followed by

eight, and the others by fix, pieces of cannon.

Almoft all the officers of thefe regiments are

Germans by birth or origin. A place was railed

off upon the ice-bound river. Gordon's regi-

ment was drawn up acrofs the fl:ream above,

Semonowfici below, and that of Bebrafchentfico

longitudinally about the place where theenclofure

was eredled. That week General Lefort's regi-

ment happened to be on guard, in confequence of

which two companies of itefcorted the clergy, and

two more, with white wands in their hands, made

VOL. I. (^
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way and kept off the preflure of the crowd.

Immediately in front of the ropes went twelve

Jemfloi (fewers of the Czar's kitchen) carrying

brooms to keep the ftreets clean. Five hundred

ecclefiaftics, fub-deacons, deacons, priefts, abbots,

bifhopSj and archbifhops, clad in the veftments

proper to their dignity and office, and gleaming

with ornature of gold and filver, and gems and

precious ftones, lent an air of greater majefty to

devotion. Before a fplendid gold crofs twelve

clerics bore a lantern with three burning wax

lights ; the Mufcovites confider it unlawful and

fhameful for the crofs to appear in public un-

attended with lights. An incredible multitude

of people had thronged from every fide; the

ftreets were full ; the roofs of the houfes covered ;

the walls of the city crowded with fpeftators.

When the clergy had filled the ample fpace of

the enclofure, the facred ceremonies began, mul-

titudes of wax-torches being lighted up before

the Divine invocations commenced. When the

Almighty had been invoked according to their

ritual, the Metropolite went round incenfing the

whole enclofure, in the middle of which the ice

was broken with a mattock, allowing the water
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to appear like a well. This he thrice incenfed,

and hallowed it by thrice dipping a burning

wax-light into it, and by the cuftomary bene-

didtion. Near the enclofure there was eredted.

a pillar higher than its walls, from which he

who had been deemed worthy of that honour

by the Czar, waved the ftandard. of the realm.

To be chofen by the Czar for this office is

confidered to be a very efpecial favour of his

Majefty, a more ample argument of which you

have in their being cuftomarily prefented with

new garments from head to foot, and with fome

gold pieces befides, at the Czar's pleafure, on

this occafion. The ftandard in queftion is white,

with a double-headed eagle embroidered in gold.

It is not allowed to be unfurled till the clergy

have entered within the enclofure of the ftage.

Then the ftandard-bearer has to watch the cere-

monies, the incenfing, the bleffing—each of which

he indicates by waving the ftandard. His motions

are clofely obferved by the regimental ftandard-

bearers, in order to wave at the fame time as he

does. When the benedidion of the water is

over, all the regimental ftandards approach and

ftand round about to be duly fprinkled with the
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hallowed water. The Patriarch, or, in his ab-

fence, the Metropolite, leaving the enclofure or

choir, beftows this fprinkling upon his Majefty

the Czar, and all the foldiers. To complete the

folemnity of the feftival, at the Czar's word of

command the artillery of all the regiments roared

out, which was refponded to by a triple volley of

mufketry. Before the ceremony began, a velTel

•—not unlike a farcophagus in fhape—covered

with red cloth, in which the hallowed water was

to be carried to his Majefty the Czar's palace,

was drawn hither by fix of his Majefty's white

horfes. Clerics bore a veflel for the Patriarch

alfo, and feveral others for the Boyars and

Magnates.

17.—The Ruffians celebrated the feftival of

Saint John the Baptift, having yefterday gone

folemnly through the myftery of the baptifm of

Chrift. The Lord Envoy of Poland began his

journey out of Mofcovy."

18.—Many of the failor ferfs that were lately

* Our author probably means that he left the Mufcovite terri-

tories to-day ; for mention has already been made of his having

taken lus departure from Mofcow on the 12th of January, q. v.

—Translator's Note.
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taken to Holland, and who have juft come back

to Mofcovy, have married, though they left law-

fully wedded wives behind them in Holland.

This having come to the knowledge of General

and Admiral Lefort, he prohibited all paftors of

churches, parfons, and mifTionaries of whatfoever

religion, from prefuming to unite or join any

perfon in marriage without his foreknowledge and

fpecial confent. This prohibition refted on juft

grounds : for otherwife it would have been eafy

for thefe moft inconftant men to trample heaven,

religion, and good morals under foot, and fall

headlong into that moft peftilent madnefs,

polygamy.

19, 20. — The Czar's phyfician, Gregory

Martinowicz Carbonari de Bifenegg, dining with

us, was fummoned by Gofen, the apothecary, to

attend a fick monk. Perhaps the moon at that

time had taken away the fellow's lucid interval,

—

for againft all rule and worftiip, without having

the decency to fend in word, with the clownifh-

nefs one meets in public inns, he had ftalked into

the room where the Lord Envoy and his guefts

were at dinner. All ftood aghaft at this impu-

dence of a man who was fcarcely known, and
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v/hom many had never feen, when, without

uttering a word, he beckoned to the phyfician,

and with a difdainful nod, fummoned him to his

prefence. The doftor, indignant at having to

deal with a madman, plainly /howed that this

bore was no favourite with him. The Imperial

Lord Envoy, too, loft further patience with this

outrageous raving fool, who feemed to be ftretch-

ing the Czar's command falfely beyond its proper

limits, and ordered him to be conduded out of

his lodging by his fervants, and to be warned

that if he ever again attempted anything fo rafh,

he fhould not leave unpunifhed. For who could

have believed that a man notorioufly fubjeft to

fits of infanity would be employed in the fervice

of the Sovereign ? And the doctor was all the

more in doubt that the Czar had really given

fuch an order, from having juft come from vifit-

ing that very fame perfon. But the madman's

fury grew wild. The apothecary flew helter

fkelter, madman like, to the Czar—vociferating

with great impetuofity that the Czar's commands

had been treated with contempt, that he himfelf

had been infulted, that the doctor's difobedience

was unpardonable ; and he was fupported in his
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complaints by one who is either a connexion of

his by marriage, or a member of the fame

religion. By their accufations the Czar's wrath

was roufed againft the blamelefs phyfician, and

they endeavoured to make it more perilous to

him by another perverfe ftratagem. For when

the do6tor, after again vifiting the fick man,

afked, for the fike of paying his court, to be

admitted to the Czar, the enfign then on guard

denied him accefs during two whole hours, on

purpofe that his apparent delay in coming, which

the phyfician could not then explain, might give

a colour of truth to their iniquitous complaint.

Thus it occurred that the Czar would not liften

to him, when he was at length allowed admifTion

:

but ordered him, like a public criminal, to give

himfelf up at once into the hands of the guard,

and go into arreft.

About dufk, the funeral of Captain Schmid,

that was lately killed, took place, the Czar

attending it. I cannot omit to mention how

ftolidly and witii what fcandal to his hearers the

preacher in the courfe of the ufual difcourfe was

not afhamed openly to fay that there could be no

doubt that a man whom another had criminally
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flain would enjoy eternal beatitude ; but that

the flayer, even fliould he efcape punifhment

in this world, would never get free from ever-

lafting damnation—a judgment worthy furely of

himfelf alone.

21.—The mifliap of yeflerday, the madnefs

of the apothecary, the innocence of the arrefted

do6lor, were related truly to Boyar Feodor

Alexiowicz Golowin, as prefed of the Czar's

pharmacy, in order that he might the fooner free

the do6tor from arreft when he faw the wrong of

the finifter denouncer.

22.—No thoughts of peace being entertained

as yet, every idea was concentrated upon the

preparations for war ; though the people's hearts

are deprefled with continual exadions, they bear

the ills of war with fllent indignation, but figh

daily moft ardently for the return of peace and

tranquillity. But that all may be fully aware

how firm is the refolution to carry on the war at

the Czar's deiire, the Senators of the realm have

iflued a proclamation that all from the Knes

down to the lafl: Stolnok* (that is, all the princes

* Gentleman entitled to bear coat-armour, or untitled noble.

—Translator's Note.
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down to the laft noble) muft hold themfelves in

readinefs with a number of their ferfs propor-

tioned to their fortunes ; fo eafy is it to aflemble

numerous armies in Mufcovy.*

23, 24.—About three in the afternoon the

Brandenburgh Envoy Extraordinary, Von Prinz,

made a pubHc entry into Mofcow, in the follow-

ing order :
—

1 °. A troop of the light horfe recently raifed,

and confiding of feventy-two rank and file, led

by their captain, with drawn fword. The firft

twenty -four men mounted on dark horfes, thofe

in the middle on white, and again the lafl: twenty-

four on dark.

1°. Next came three horfes, led by grooms.

3°. Eight officials belonging to the Branden-

burgh Lord Envoy rode in fl:ate, on horfes of

the Czar's, the trappings and faddles of which

were glittering with gold.

4°. The Interpreter, drawn in a fiedge.

5°. The Czar's Conftable (Stabularius Czareus)

in like manner, in a fiedge.

6°. A gilt fledge of the Czar's, drawn by two

* "Tarn facile eft in Mofcovia numerofus exercitus concire."

—Translator's Note.
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white horfes, in which fate the Envoy, with the

pristaWy and in attendance on it were twelve of

the Czar's fervants, dreffed in red, befides the

Envoy's four footmen, in handfome blue liveries.

7°. The Envoy's own carriage, drawn by fix

white horfes.

8°. After fome coaches followed forty-eight

fledges, with various burdens.

Such was his folemn entry, and for his lodging

the fame apartments were affigned in the palace

of the ambaffadors in which the Envoy of Poland

had lived. Prefently, after his entry, Major-

General de Carlowitz, with over-eager civility,

fought to win favour with the Brandenburgh

Envoy by being the firft to greet him
;
perhaps

he wanted to have afTurance of the ftate of his

health. But, infliead of reciprocal civility, the

Brandenburgh Envoy fent word to him that he

had never known any [of the name of] Carlo-

witz, and that he could not but wonder that he

fliould be felicitous about the health of a perfon

with whom he had no acquaintance, which Car-

lowitz took very forely. The Brandenburgh

Envoy had brought along with him feven young

muficians, called hautboyifls, whom the Czar
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had purchafed from their mafter, Tromp, for

twelve hundred gold pieces. Knes Feodor-Juro-

wicz Romadonowfki and Feodor-Madveowicz

Apraxen were together. Knes Romadonowfki,

in his rude uncivilized way, after firfl: uiing a

deal of foul language to the latter, at length

flourifhed a ftick which he held In his hand, and

was on the point of flriking, Apraxen, a high-

fpirited man, excited at being treated with fuch

coarfe and indecent infult, drew his fword and

threatened to flrike him dead if he did not with-

hold. Romadonowfki's blood ran cold at this

hafty turn of the affair, fo he embraced Apraxen's

knees and begged pardon ;—that he fhould re-

member he was a brother and a friend— not an

enemy. So cruel with poor devils, and fuch a

craven with men of nobler mould.

The funeral of the Priftaw Major,* who had

been Mafter of the Houfehold (auli prasfedli) to

the late Grand EmbafTy at Vienna, took place

to-day, at which, as well as at the ufual banquet

after the interment, which was given by Generalefs

de Menzies {a Generalijfd de Menefes)^ the Czar

* Piistavi Colonelli-Majoris.
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was gracioufly pleafed to be prefent ; and when,

upon tafting, he found the wine which was ferved

round was rather four, he faid aloud that it was

^^ quite in keeping with a funeral."

25.—The Czar's phyfician, Carbonari de Bifen-

egg, being freed from arrefl to-day, when he in-

quired of Prince Romadonowfki why he was fo

long kept in confinement, got no other anfwer

than that it was done to vex him : an exceedingly

pleafant and elegant jeft, certainly, which, if it

be not dangerous to the vexed man's life, at leaft

imperils and rifks his honour. Such vexing, cer-

tainly, does not prove him that fuffers it to be

in the right, but it exhibits him who inflidls it in

the wrong.

26.—The birthday of a plebeian girl—Mons

the goldfmith was faid to be her father—was

rendered illuftrious, for the Czar's Majefty

honoured it with his prefence.

27.—The merchant KannengiefTer gave away

his daughter, at the folemn and magnificent

celebration of which the Czar performed the

funftions of him whofe duty it is to wait on all

the guefts. General Lefort a6led as marfhal, Mr.

Adam Weyd and Colonel Palck as tpe officers.
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28.—Erneft Wilhelm von SeufF was kid-

napped by Boyar Plefceow on his travels in a

place called Zuckermandl, and brought by force

and falfe perfuafions into Mofcovy. Now he was

treated moft horribly in Mofcow ; for he got no

food, but mere guafs and bread. If he afked for

anything elfe the Mufcovites knocked his head

againft the wall. To this boy of fixteen years of

age, at the utmoft, Boyar Plefceow offered feveral

girls—to take his choice of the handfomeft if he

would firft embrace the Ruffian religion ; nay,

there was a fear left he fhould be depraved by

another infamous ufage. He fled in tears to the

Lord Envoy Imperial, for refuge, on the firft

day of the Chriftmas holidays ; but the Czar,

at the Boyar's inftance, requefted that the boy

might be fent to him, as it were, to be attached

to his own fervice and court, and that he ftiould

thenceforward neither feel harflinefs, nor want,

nor violence, on account of his religion. Never-

thelefs, to-day being fully emancipated, he came

back to the Lord Envoy.

A certain Englifti merchant has been fentenced

to pay a fine of a thoufand roubles, becaufe his

brother would not pay a bill of exchange for two
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thoufand ducats to certain Ruffians that were

going from England to Catalonia ; although the

whole fault fhould moft juftly have been laid

upon thefe very Mufcovites themfelves, inafmuch

as they only afked for five hundred ducats when

they were going away.

29.—Fifty coiners were captured, and when

their guilt was duly afcertained, were condemned

to that kind of fcourging called the kjiout. It

was preceded by fuch a furtigation as is ufed in

our own country.

It is contrary to pundilio and cuflom for

envoys of foreign princes to receive or pay vifits

before they " have feen the lucid eyes of the

Czar," i. e.y before they have had an audi-

ence. Notwithftanding this, the Danifh Envoy

vifited the Brandenburgher, in his impatience,

perhaps, to become particularly intimate with

him.

30.—The Envoy Extraordinary oftheEledlor

of Brandenburgh was admitted to an audience,

riding along with a Priftaw in a gilded fledge of

the Czar, which was attended on by twelve of

the Czar's fervants, two pages belonging to the

Envoy, and four footmen, his officials going be-
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fore him mounted on the Czar's horfes, exceed-

ingly richly caparifoned, the credentials, wrapped

up in filk, being borne immediately before the

fledge by the Marflial of the Miffion. The

audience was given in the houfe which was built

with fuch regal magnificence, at the Czar's coil,

for General Lefort to live in. After the cere-

mony was over, and the Czar had gone away,

Lefort handfomely offered wine to the Envoy

and all his train ; for he had known and liked

him, a fliort time previoufly when he was him-

felf Grand AmbaiTador of the Czar, and had had

this Envoy as his commiflioner in the States of

Brandenburgh.

Two more coiners were fcourged with the

knout, and one condemned to be hanged.

3 1 .—A wife feated in the fame carriage with

the dead body of her hufband, who had been

found murdered in the ftreets, covered with

wounds and lying horribly disfigured in his gore,

brought it home with piteous weeping and

wailing.

All military officers again received orders to

hold themfelves in readinefs for an early cam-

paign.
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February i.—The Imperial Lord Envoy

acquitted himfelf of a duty of pun6lilio by vifit-

ing the Brandenburgh Lord Envoy in ftate.

A Czar's entertainment given to the Branden-

burgher. He was more honoured than the Pole

or the Dane, for the table was laid with fifty

difhes and twenty-four jars of drinkables—

a

token to the others how much lefsthey are liked.

2.—To-day Bacchus confecrated with folemn

Epicurean rites, to wit with feafting, the houfe

which the Czar lately gave to his favourite

Alexafca. Laft week thirty Strelitz came here

from the camp at Azow to infpedl the ftate of

Mofcow, and to fee how they might bring their

treafonable defigns to bear according to their

defires. But indications of their impious defigns

being conveyed to the Czar, all were feized, and

underwent for the firft time the atrocious torture

of the rack, the Czar queftioning them.

3.—The Brandenburgh Envoy, reciprocating

the cuftomary civilities, vifited the Imperial Lord

Envoy, with the whole of his magnificent train

for greater flate.

While the thirty Strelitz above mentioned

are undergoing torture here, again 500 Strelitz
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more have revolted in the neighbourhood of

Mofcow.

4.—For the frefh rebels new racks were made

ready. Every Boyar is an inquifitor ; to torture

the guilty was deemed a token of remarkable

loyalty. The officials of a certain Envoy, whofe

curiofity for fight-feeing had led them to Bebraf-

chentiko, had infpecfled various prifons of the

criminals, haftening whitherfoever more atrocious

howls betokened a tragedy of greater anguifh.

Already they had paffed with horror through

three, when howls more appalling and groans

more horrible than they had yet heard ftimulated

them to examine what cruelty was going on in a

fourth houfe. But hardly had they fet foot

within it than they were about withdrawing

again, being ftartled at the fight of the Czar

and the Boyars. Narefkin, Romadonowfl<:i, and

Tichon Nikitowicz were the chief perfons. As

they were about retiring Narefkin addrefl'ed

them, inquiring who they were, and whence and

why they had come there. They felt fore at

being caught by foreigners in the performance of

that office. He then ordered an interpreter to

tell them to go to Romadonowfki's houfe, for that

VOL. I. R
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the Knes had fomething to fay to them. When
they refufed, the Czar's commands were added,

with the threat, that if they would not obey, their

contempt fhould not go unpunifhed. Nothing

difmayed by this threat, trufting in their free-

dom, they replied ftill more confidently to thofe

who were giving thefe orders, that they liftened

to commands from no perfon whatfoever—that

if the Knes had anything to fay to them, he was

not ignorant what Envoy's houfehold they were,

and that at his refidence all could be better fettled.

As they were going off, one of the military

officers followed them to drag them by violence

to the place the Boyars had ordered, and did not

hefitate to lay hands upon a horfe at full gallop,

to ftop him ; but the party of the officials was

ftronger both in courage and numbers ; they

dafhed afide by main force his attempt to ftop

them, and reached fafe fhelter. Perhaps for

penalty of their rafh curiofity, they would have

been forced to exhibit themfelves before the

Boyars in the fame capacity as they had deteded

them.

5.—Placards were put up in the city that

thofe who meant to enlift in the army might
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withhold, except ferfs of the Boyars, or others

that were liable in virtue of other bonds to their

lords.

An accomplice of the rebellion was undergoing

the penal queftion. While he was being tied to

the rack, his lamentations gave rife to a hope

that the truth might be prefled from him by tor-

ments ; but the event was quite the contrary, for

as foon as his body began to be ftretched with

the rope, befides the horrible crackling of his

members which were being torn from their natural

fockets, he remained mute, even when twenty

ftrokes of the knout were fuperadded, as if the

accumulation of his pain were too great to afflid

the fenfes. All believed that the man muft be

crufhed with excefs of calamity to fuch a degree,

that he muft have loft the power of moaning and

fpeech. So he was loofed from the infamous

rack and rope, and then afked whether he knew

the perfons prefent. To the aftoniftiment of

all, he enumerated the names of every one of

them. But when they put afrefli queftion about

the treafon, once more he became utterly dumb,

and did not break filence during a whole quarter

of an hour, while he was roafted at a fire by the
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Czar's command. The Czar, tired at laft of this

exceedingly wicked ftubbornnefs of the traitor,

furioufly raifed the ftick which he happened to

have in his hand, and thruft it violently into

his jaws—clenched in obftinate iilence—to break

them open, and make him give tongue and fpeak.

And thefe words, too, that fell from the raging

man :
" Confefs, beaft, confefs !

" loudly pro-

claimed how great was his wrath.

About eleven at night, Knes Galizin fum-

moned the Brandenburgh Envoy to his prefence,

alleging that he had bufinefs of great importance

to treat of with him. I don't know where the

Mufcovites found out this cuftom of preferring

to treat of their affairs in fear and trembling at

night, rather than avail themfelves of the day-

light. Perhaps it is becaufe a Sovereign—whom

abfolute power renders more feared than revered

—is fufpicious of frequent meetings between the

magnates and foreigners.

6.—The firft conference of the Brandenburgh

Envoy with the High Prefident of the Ambaffa-

dorial Chancery, Leo Kirilowicz Narefkin, took

place.

7.—Dr. Zoppot began to pradtife anatomy in
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the prefence of the Czar and a great number of

Boyars, who, to their difguft, were coerced by

the Czar's commands.

One of the rebels under examination had made

a dagger to kill himfelf, but ftrength failed him

to complete his crime ; ftill the wound was fuch

that, if negleded, it would lead to death. It

was the Sovereign's intereft that the m.an fhould

not efcape examination and torture by a prema-

ture death ; fo he commanded that every dili-

gence fhould be employed by the phyficians to

heal his wound. Nay, he had the heart to be

prefent, and to folace the criminal-patient when

the medicines were being prepared, in order that

the do(5lors might be more attentive to do every-

thing faithfully for the beft to effedt a cure on

account of his prefence.

8, 9.—Mr. Adam Weyd fplendidly enter-

tained the Czar, the Boyars, the Foreign Repre-

fentatives, and a great many other officials, at a

fumptuous banquet. The Czar, however, was

wrapped in deep thought, and his features bore

rather the imprefs of fadnefs than gaiety.

10,—The nobility fummoned by the recent

mandates came in to learn what commands they
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were to receive. To thofe who had offered

their fervices for the army it was intimated that

they could not be incorporated in the troops.

It feems monftrous that the news of peace that

have come are a caufe of public forrow, even to

thofe that were fighing fo ardently for peace up

to the prefent, and they are adverfe to it, at leaft

in outward appearance, in order not to give

offence.

II.—The Czar when, to his difcontent, he

heard of his armiftice for two years, as there was

nothing elfe to be done, had publication made

by ukafe placarded in the public places that there

would be no military expedition that year, and

that thofe who had come on fummons for that

purpofe might go home again. Of the eighty

German colonels he had refolved to difcharge

forty, that the expenfe might be referved for

times when there would be more need for it, and

that fifty Ruffian colonels might retain their

functions without pay.

Frefh treafon broke out in Siberia : fix hun-

dred horfemen of thofe they call the Tartar horde

raifed dangerous troubles, and with horrible rob-

beries, rapine, and fpoils, infefted and upfet
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everything. Public placards were put up in-

viting all the populace to come to Bebrafchentflco,

in order that they might fee what penalties fol-

lowed upon the treafon of the Strelitz. In divers

places there was an execution of criminals : many

loft their heads, a hundred others their ears and

nofes ; fome were branded with the mark of an

eagle upon the face by way of a fign of ignominy.

12.—A certain foreigner, diftinguifhed by an

office which is held facred among the nations,

looking for comforts that are not compatible with

the rigours of a northern climate, drank an

immoderate quantity of wine, and in order to

try and cool the heat of his body with the freez-

ing air, drove round all the ftreets of the city in

an open carriage, and did not return home until

he had, by ftriking and banging againft things,

fhattered the carriage fo that it was no longer

capable of bearing its burden and driver. He

attributes it to his good luck that he was not

caught by the Mufcovite night-rovers, or maf-

facred utterly, efpecially as the main delight of

the Mufcovite populace is to rob and run riot

againft the Germans. We had a fplendid proof

of this to-day. One of our meflengers that
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knows the Mufcovite language fell in with a

Ruffian, who was furioufly vomiting forth a

quantity of foul fpeeches againft the Germans.

"Ye German dogs!" he was faying, "you

have been robbing long enough at your eafe, but

the day is at hand when you fhall fuffer and pay

the penalty." The mefTenger, in order to have

another witnefs to this contumelious language,

called a foldier, and at laft ordered the rafcal to

be dragged off in cuftody ; but, by command of

the Imperial Lord Envoy, the fellow was left to

the difcretion of the foldiers, who ftripped him

naked and loaded him with a found fuftigation.

13.—A direful day is this, and one that ought

truly to be marked with a black token, for it

beheld the execution of two hundred men, all whofe

heads were cut off with the axe. In a very wide

fpace, clofe to the Kremlin Caftle, beams were

ftretched for the criminals to lay their heads upon.

I meafured the length myfelf in paces—it was

two beams in breadth. His Majefty the Czar,

along with a certain Alexander, in whofe fociety

he takes great delight, came thither in an open

carriage, and croffmg the funereal area, entered a

place near at hand, where thirty that were found
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guilty of this nefarious confpiracy expiated their

crime with death. Meanwhile the difmal crowd

of criminals had filled up the fpace above de-

fcribed, and the Czar had come back in order that

the men fhould be punifhed in his prefence who

cogitated fuch a crime with impious counfels

againft him when abfent. A fcribe, mounting

upon a bench that was brought by foldiers, pro-

claimed, in feveral places, the fentence framed

againft the rebels, that the enormity of the fault

and the juftice of the punifhment about being

inflided, might be the better known to the mul-

titude round about. When he ceafed the execu-

tioner began the tragedy ; there was a kind of

order among the unfortunate wretches ; they all

followed one another in turn, without any fadnefs

on their features, or any horror of their imminent

deadi. Yet I do not want to refer that contempt

of death to greatnefsof foul. I rather think that

the infamy of their atrocious guilt, and the cruel

remembrance of the tortures with which they

were daily butchered, had brought them to that

contempt of life and {<:\L A wife and children

followed one of them up to the very beam, with

great and frightful wailing. As this man was on
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the point of lying down, he gave his gloves and

linen—all that he had left—to his wife and the

forrowful group of his beloved offspring, by

way of laft farewell. Another, to whofe turn it

came to kifs the fatal beam, complained that he

was forced to go innocent to death ; and the

Czar, who was not farther than one ftep away

from him, anfwered him :
'' Die, wretch ! If

thou be innocent, the guilt of thy blood will be

mine"* Befides the Czar and the above-named

Alexander, fome others of the principal Mufco-

vites were there. The Czar told one of them to

take the axe himfelf ; and when he would excufe

himfelf, faying that he had not fufficient courage

for that office, he was deemed worthy of being

told he was an afs.f When the execution was

over, it pleafed the Czar's Majefty to fup at

General Gordon's ; but he (bowed no fign of

cheerfulnefs, infifting to feveral upon the obfti-

nacy and ftubbornnefs of the criminals. He
detailed with indignant words to General Gordon

* " Cui Tzariis non plus pafla remotus : morere mifer : fi

fueris innocens, culpam fanguinis tui ego habeo."

—

Orig. pp.

112-113.)

t " Stoliditatis argui meruit."

—

Orig.
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and the Mufcovite magnates prefent, that one of

the condemned was fo infolent that he dared, juft

as he was about lying down upon the beam, to

addrefs the Czar with thefe words :
" Make way,

my lord, it is for me to lie here." Out of 150,

only three confefTed themfelves guilty of the

crime and treafon, and begged pardon of the

Czar's Majefty there prefent, for which they were

held worthy of their Sovereign's clemency, were

freed from the penalty of death, and obtained

pardon for their delid. But for next day a frefh

fcene of execution was being decked ; and the

Czar invited General Gordon to it, telling him

that he wifhed to execute the criminals by a new

mode, unknown to his people, to wit, with the

fword inftead of the axe. Moreover, the often-

mentioned Alexander fhowed that evening, riding

in an open carriage through all the thoroughfares

of the city, by the exceedingly frequent flourifh-

ing of a naked fword how fanguinary a tragedy

he expected next day.

Before it was quite dark, a certain Ruffian and

eighteen accomplices of his were arrefted and

imprifoned for rapine committed.

14.—A feledion of officers took place at
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General Schachin's, in Bebrafchentfko,—but at

the Jaufa 1 50 rebels were dragged to execution.

The Czar is faid to have cut off 84 rebel heads

with the fword, Boyar Plefceow holding up each

criminal in fuch a manner by the hair as to

render the blow more certain. Three fwords

were prepared for this ufe : one, while it was

being brandifhed, flew in pieces and miffed its

ftroke. The Coffacks who had mixed them-

felves up with this revolt were quartered and fet

upon the ignominious ftake, as a terror and

example of puniffiment to thofe whofe reftlefs

fpirit might henceforward, perhaps, tempt them

to flagitious daring. Five more, guilty of more

infolent counfel, had their hands and feet firfl:

cut off, and then were beheaded.

The Czar's Poftmafter has had Wednefday

announced as the day for bringing letters to the

pod—for it was previoufly Saturday.

15.—When a conference was afked of Leo

Kirilowicz Narefkin, he anfwered that he would

flrft fpeak to the Czar. There arrived four

Italian Francifcans, apoftolic miffionaries to

China, having along with them as far as Mofcow

(as interpreter) a Pole, a tertiary of St. Francis.
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They brought letters witli them from the Em-

peror, the King of Poland, and the Republic of

Venice, to his Majefty the Czar, in order to be

allowed to go through Siberia, and fo fhorten

their journey. The Brandenburgh Envoy had

invited the other reprefentatives and feveral

German military officers to a fplendidly ferved

dinner.

About five in the evening a conference took

place between the Imperial Lord Envoy and

Leo Kirilowicz Narefkin, and the Dumnoi Eme-

lian Ignatowicz Ukrainzow, the chief points of

which were as follows :—The firft was that his

Sacred Imperial Majefty on the 26th of laft

November, at the urgent humble prayer of the

imperial city of Bremen, fetting forth the in-

creafing dearth of provifions in their city, had

addrefted amicable and brotherly letters to the

Czar's Majefty, afking him to allow the citizens

permifllon to buy without hindrance whatever

provifions they might need in his dominions,

and to export them fafely thence : a favour by

which the Czar's Majefty would not only have

the citizens under a great obligation to him, but

would oblige his Moft Auguft Majefty to recip-
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rocal good offices. The fecond concerned the

fpeedy difpatch of the Francifcan monks through

Siberia to China. When thefe and fome other

points were propounded for reference to the

Czar, the conference was at an end.

His Majefty was prefent at the marriage of a

colonel named Mias.*

1 8, 19.—The Imperial Lord Envoy received

all the reprefentatives and fome of the principal

perfons from the German Slowoda at a coftly

entertainment.

Great is the multitude of robbers in Mofcovy,

and greater ftill their audacity. Their cruel

purfuits have fo obliterated human feelings and

fhame from their hearts, that even in the broad

daylight they are not afraid to fet upon people.

Juft as the day was declining, but while there

was ftill broad light, a fervant of Zoppot, the

Czar's phyfician, was attacked by one of the

bandit tribe, who, after rifling him, would be-

yond doubt, as their fafhion is, have murdered

him, had not the dodor, perceiving what was

* Probably the fame whofe name our author writes Mens,

where he enumerates the foreign colonels living on half-pay in

Mofcow. The name exifts in Holland and Belgium.

—

Trans-
lator's Note.
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taking place, difturbed the robber in his defigns

by coming fpeedily and fuddenly to the refcue

along with fome others that fortunately he met.

At nightfall the Imperial Lord Envoy and the

reft of the reprefentatives were invited by Colonel

Baron de Blumberg, in the name of his Majefty

the Czar, to come to the fuburban refidence of

Prince Romadonowzki, to a fhow of fireworks.

The firft reprefentation was three crowns with

the legend, vivant ; the fecond was a double

heart, with the word, vivat ; the third was

another double heart without motto.

21.—A fham Patriarch and a complete fet of

fcenic clergy dedicated to Bacchus, with folemn

feftivities, the palace which was built at the

Czar's expenfe, and which it has pleafed him now

to have called Lefort's. A proceflion thither fet

out from Colonel Lima's houfe. He that bore

the alfumed honours of the Patriarch was con-

fpicuous in the veftments proper to a bifhop.

Bacchus was decked with a mitre, and went ftark

naked, to betoken lafcivioufnefs to the lookers

on. Cupid and Venus were the infignia on his

crozier, left there fhould be any miftake about

what flock he was paftor of. The remaining
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rout of Bacchanalians came after him, fome

carrying great bowls full of wine, others mead,

others again beer and brandy, that laft joy of

heated Bacchus. And as the wintry cold hin-

dered their binding their brows with laurel, they

carried great difhes of dried tobacco leaves, with

which, when ignited, they went to the remoteft

corners of the palace, exhaling thofe moil de-

ledlable odours and moft pleafant incenfe to

Bacchus from their fmutty jaws. Two of thofe

pipes through which fome people are pleafed to

pufF fmoke—a moft empty fancy—being fet

crofTwife, ferved the fcenic bifhop to confirm

the rites of confecration. Now, who would

believe that the fign of the crofs—that moft

precious pledge of our redemption—was held up

to mockery ?

22.—The reprefentatives as well as the mag-

nates of Mufcovy, by invitation in the name of

his Majefty the Czar, went to a banquet of regal

magnificence and moft fumptuous feftivities to

laft two days, in the new palace which was dedi-

cated with yefterday's rites to Bacchus. Prince

Szeremetow, as a Knight of Malta, with the

crofs of the order on his breaft, imitated moft



The Court of Mo/cow. 257

happily the German manners, and wore the Ger-

man drefs ; by which, though he found favour

with his prince, and was held in efpecial honour,

he won the envy of the Boyars, who feared that

he would, by help of his Majefty's favour, work

his way up to great and eminent power. It is in

the nature of mortals to behold with evil eye the

recent good fortune of anybody, and they are

never more inclined to carp than when they fee

any perfon in the faddle. The Czar perceiving

fome of his military officers hankering after new

fafhions, wearing very loofe coats, cut off the

cuffs that hung down too low, and thus addreffed

them :
" See, thefe things are in your way

;
you

are fafe nowhere with them ; at one moment you

upfet a glafs ; then you forgetfully dip them in

the fauce ; get gaiters made of them."

The Ruffians call the week that precedes the

Lenten faft, Majlanizay* becaufe the ufe of flefli

is forbidden, but butter is allowed during thofe

days. With more truth would I call them Bac-

chanalia, for they give themfelves up to debau.

chery the whole time. Then they have no ffiame

of luft, no reverence of God, and moft mifchie-

* From ?nazlo, butter.
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vous licentioufnefs is the order of the day : as

though crimes committed at that time were not

cognifable by any judge or any fair law. Such is

the confidence of the robbers, that you can hardly

hear of anything elfe but manflaughter and fune-

rals. There are, indeed, guards pofted at certain

points to prevent fuch mifchief ; but no precau-

tion, no fear, can quell the infolent, and they are

all fharers of the general vice. Several patriarchs

gave themfelves great pains to abolifh this cor-

rupting cuftom, but all that they were able to efFeft

was, to diminifh the duration of this direful cuftom

to eight days inftead of fourteen, over which it

formerly extended, fo that by fhortening the

infamy which inveterate abufe prevented being

wholly cured, there might at leaft be lefs wounds

left after it.

23.—The feftivities went on till to-day, nor

were the guefts allowed to go home to fleep ;

certain chambers and hours of fleep were ap-

pointed for the reprefentatives, after which the

guards were changed, and they muft join in

the dancing and in applauding the other

dancers.

As one of the minifters was commending the
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favourite Alexander,* that his Majefty the Czar

might raife him to the equeftrian order, creating

him Stohwcky the anfwer is reported to have been :

'' Already without that he takes undue honours

to himfelf : it is better to lefTen ambition than

add to it."

* The founder of the Meiitfchikow family, the paftry-cook

boy, who neverthelefs fpeedily rofe to the higheft honours, both

perfonal and hereditary in Court and State. From a paftiy-

cook's boy, felling pies through the ftreets of Mofcow, he be-

came fuccefTively the valet-de-chambre and the favourite of Peter

I., was placed by that Prince in his guards, and rofe rapidly to

the rank of full General, became eventually a Field-marfhal,

a Minifter, GeneralifTimo, a Prince both of the Germanic and

Ruffian Empires ; and at laft died an exile in Siberia. To pafs

over the ignoble details of the fcandalous chronicle of that period,

hiftorical impartiality admits of its being faid that the prodigious

rife of Mentfchikow was jullified by brilliant fervices and an

univerfal genius. This man, who hardly knew how to read and

write, was one of the greateft commanders, one of the ableft

adminiftrators, and one of the greateft ftatefmen that Ruffia

ever produced. Yet while juftice is rendered to his talents, his

charafter cannot be praifed : he was rapacious, perfidious, and

cruel. The Emperor Leopold I. created him, in 1702, a Count,

and in 1705 a Prince of the Holy Roman Empire ; and his im-

mediate Sovereign, Czar Peter, who, as we have juft been told in

the text, refufed in 1698 to make him a fimple noble, invefted

him within nine years after (1707), with the dignity of a Ruffian

Prince—indeed, he was the firlt that became a Ruffiian Prince

by creation. On the field of Poltawa he gallantly earned the

Fieldmarfhal's baton. Upon the death of Catherine I. he

governed Ruffia in the name of the youthful Peter II., and

affianced that Prince to his own daughter, the Princefs Maria

Mentfchikow. But the influence of the Dolgoruki family pre-

vented the marriage 5 and Mentfchikow, who but a (hort time

s 2
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24, 25.^—'The Lord Envoy received the fol-

lowing anfwer to the points he propounded in

the late conference :— 1°. "That the Francifcan

monks fhould be fent through Perfia to China.

2°. That the Bremen petition could not be

granted at prefent; that the dearnefs of provi-

fions in the heart of their own Mufcovy forbade

it ; that no promife could be made for a future

period, inafmuch as future events are dark and

unknown, A refolution which refted upon its

own intrinfic juftice, inafmuch as there was fuch

a fcarcity of corn in Mufcovy itfelf that the

harveft in general had been fold at three times

and four times the ufual price on the fpot, and

in the remote colonies near Azow at feven times

the ordinary price. Ten people were found

before had been invefted with the rank of Generali/Timo, was

banifhed to Siberia, where he died in 1729, in the fixtieth year

of his age. His fon, Prince Alexander, was recalled from exile

a year after his father's death. Prince Alexander Mentfchikow,

whofe miffion to the Porte before the late Ruflian war with France

and England remains ftill frefh in the public mind, is the great

grandfon of the firft of his houfe, the favourite and minifter of

Czar Peter the Great. He was Minifter of Marine under the

late Czar Nicholas I., and is one of the most remarkable men of

RulTia in modern times. To him RufTia was indebted for the

refufcitation of her navy, which had been quite neglefted under

Czar Alexander I.— (See Dolgoruki, Notices des principales

families de la Ruffie, Sec.)—Translator's Note.
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killed in various ways in different quarters of the

city.

26.—By the Czar's command, General Lefort

entertained magnificently all thofe who hold prin-

cipal employments in the chanceries. The mode,

however, of the new pecuniary levy was as fol-

lows :— all were taxed according to the nature of

their offices ; a Dumnoi was fet down at a thou-

fand; a Diak at two hundred roubles; the liime

proportion with equal diligence being obferved

down to the loweft of the fcribes.

Nor was the two years' expedition of the

Mufcovites profitlefs ; they learnt how to recruit

the Czar's exhaufted treafury ; for, on the fug-

geftion of General Lefort, to whofe advice they

imputed it, care is taken at a certain hour to

clofe the city gates, and after that hour any

perfon that wants to enter may do fo on payment

of a kopek, if he be alone ; but if he has cattle

with him, he has to pay a kopek per head.

27.—This law was intimated to all the repre-

fentatives by Prince Romadonowfki, faying that

they could not be exempted, inafmuch as the

very Czar himfelf had fubjedled himfelf to the

regulation. Three perfons being found (lain by
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unknown bandits at a Kabaka, the Mufcovite

who Hved in the Kabaka was dragged off to the

queftion, in order that he might give information

who he had had drinking there late that night,

whereby they hoped more eafily to difcover the

murderer.

28.—The Brandenburgh Envoy was fum-

moned to an audience of leave-taking.—The

Priftaw had come with the Czar's carriage, the

horfes for the officials had been fent from the

Czar's ftables ; but as he learnt that this fcene

had been got up without the Czar's knowledge,

the ceremony was put off to another day. Near

the Kremlin, in two places, 36 rebels, and in

Bebrafchentfko 1 50, fuffered the penalty of death.

—The hours of evening were adorned with plea-

fanter fports, and royally fplendid, for there was

a handfome difplay of fireworks to gratify the

fight. In confequence of which the reprefenta-

tives and the Mufcovite nobility went by invita-

tion to the Lefort Palace, from which there was

an excellent view of the devices of the fireworks.

The Czarewicz and the Czar's favourite fifter

Nathalia witnefled the playful fires from the fame

houfe, but from another apartment. For it is
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againft the national ufage for young princes to

appear much in public, on the grounds that

they are more refpedted at a diftance, which I

agree is true in cafes where the people revere

their fovereign through dread, and not out of

love. Seclufion like this may indeed render the

fovereign more to be dreaded, but certainly can

never make him more loveable.

March i.—The Brandenburgh Envoy was

conducted in ftate to an audience of leave-taking.

He rode with a Priftaw, in a carriage of the

Czar's, drawn by fix white horfes. The officials

were on horfeback. Twelve grooms from the

Czar's ftables fwelled the number of the attend-

ants, and the audience took place in the Lefort

Palace, often before-mentioned. At the fame

time Mr. de Zadora Kefielfki, hitherto Marfhal

of the miffion, was accredited and accepted as

Refident, being fubflituted inftead of the Envoy,

and the Czar commanded him to ftay for dinner,

which was fplendid, and at which the envoys of

foreign princes and the principal Boyars were

alfo prefent. After dinner was over, Dumnoi

Mofeiwicz, who was mimic Patriarch when the
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Czar wifhed, began giving toafts. He that

drank had on bended knee for mockery to revere

the fham ecclefiaftical dignitary, and beg the

favour of his benediction, which he gave with

two tobacco pipes, fet in the fhape of a crofs.

He alone, of all the Envoys, withdrew furtively

who held the facred fign of our Chriftian faith

too holy to approve of fuch jefts. The fame

Prelate added to the decency of the dancing by

openin it with pontificals and crozier. The

inner apartment, next the room in which the

feftivities were going on, was again occupied by

the Czarewicz and the Czar's fifter Nathalia

;

thence they faw the dancing and all the gay

tumult, the curtains with which the place was

moft handfomely decorated being drawn a little
;

and they were only feen through a lattice by the

guefts. The natural beauty of the Czarewicz

was wonderfully fbown off by his civilifed

German drefs and powdered wig. Nathalia was

efcorted by the creme of the married ladies.

This day, too, beheld a great departure from

Ruffian manners, which up to this forbade the

female fex from appearing at public affemblies

of men, and from feftive gaieties, for fome were
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not only allowed to be at the dinner, but alfo at

the dancing afterwards. The Czar had arranged

to go off to Veroneje that night, for which

reafon, as Carlowitz was about to return to his

Sovereign In Poland, after a deal of flattering

and envied compliments, he gave him a kifs,

telling him to bear it to the king as a manifell:

token of his everlafting afFedion. He alfo gave

Carlowitz his pidure, exceeding richly fet with

a profufion of diamonds, a fruit of that royal

good-will which Carlowitz had managed to win.

The Lord Envoy Imperial, by his interceflion

on behalf of Colonel de Duifhe, obtained per-

mifTion for him to leave Mufcovy, with his wife

and children ; though it is unprecedented for

anybody to be thus difcharged, when not only

himfelf, but his daughter alfo, belonged to the

Ruffian religion by baptifm.

At length the Czar bade farewell to all the

company, and hearing how the peace of the

Confederates was fomewhat difturbed, began his

journey amidft the flourifliing of trumpets and

mufic, and the roar of falvos of artillery.

2.—The fiience and modefty of this week is

as remarkable as laft week's tumult and fury, be
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it repentance for all the expenfe, or remorfe for

all the crime ; unlefs perhaps it be that the

feftlval holinefs of the feafon may have violently

reined in to fuch outward feeming of orderlynefs,

men that were juft now loofe and audacious in

every luft and every criminal licence. Neither

fhops nor markets were open, the courts did not

fit, the judges had nothing to do ; it is neither

allowed to eat fifh nor linfeed oil ; with moft

ftridt faft they mortify the flefh on dry bread

and fruits of the earth—fuch an unexpected

metamorphofisj certes^ that one hardly can believe

one's eyes.

J, 4.—Numbers of potwodi were affembled at

the Ambafladorial Court, to carry barrels of

gunpowder and various munitions of war for the

fhips at Veroneje,

The Danifh and Brandenburgh Envoys fet

out for Veroneje, with the Czar's previous per-

miflion, from the houfe of General Lefort, with

whom they had been drinking deeply up to even-

ing in the open air.

5.—Numbers are fent away whofe work is

done : forty furgeons are difcharged, and out

of 900 failors, all who were difliked by the
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admiral for being Catholics were expelled from

the fervice.

General Lefort was fuddenly taken alarmingly-

ill with a burning fever.

6.—The kinfman fuppliedthe fick man's place,

and received all the colonels to dinner.

7, 8, 9.—Major-General Carlowltz fet out,

accompanied by the Tertiary, who lately came

here with the Francifcan fathers, young Menzies

and Monz. They believed that fifty Royal Saxon

foldlers were awaiting his arrival at Kadzin, to

efcort him fafely to the King.

By decree of the Senate of the realm, on two

fucceffive days all, without diftlndtion, that have

been executed, whether by the fword or the wheel,

are to be burled.

10.—Every day General Lefort Is in more

Imminent danger of death. The increafing heat

of the fever allowed no Interval of reft or fleep,

and, wearied with pain, his mind had gone aftray,

and he was raving. By order of the doctors,

muficians were called In, whofe fweet ftrains at

length reconciled fleep to the fick man.

II.—They began to bury the corpfis of the

dead criminals. Horrible fpecflacle, and unknown.
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and I may fay an abomination to more civilifed

nations. Several corpfes lay huddled together in

the carts, many half naked, and all higgledy-

piggledy. Like flaughtered fheep to the market,

they were brought to the fepulchral pits.

General Lefort having quite loft the ufe of his

fenfes, raved and fhouted, now for mufic, now

for wine. When mention was made of calling

for the paftor, growing hotter in his madnefs, he

allowed nobody to come near him.

12.— General and Admiral Lefort died at three

o'clock in the morning. After his death many

and incongruous rumours were fpread about. It

is doubtful whether any of them be true. When

Stumpf, the Proteftant paftor, was admitted to

fee him, and was admoniftiing him to be con-

verted to God, they fay he only told him,

"Not to talk much."* To his wife, who in his

laft moments aiked his pardon for her paft faults,

if ftie had committed any, he blandly replied :

*' I never had anything to reproach thee with
;

I always honoured and loved thee ;
" and without

faying more, he Ihook his head feveral times, by

which they believe he meant to allude to a certain

* " Ne multa verba faceret."

—

Orig.
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other connexion. He commended, in the firft

place, his domeftics and their fervices, defiring

that their wages fhoiild be paid in full. Some

days before his death, when he was fleeping at

another perfon's houfe, where he had an amour,

a frightful row was heard at his own houfe in his

ufual bedroom. The wife was horror- ftricken,

and fuppofing her hufband might have changed

his mind and come home in a great fury, fhe fent

to afcertain what was the cafe : and the perfons

lent came back again, affeverating that they could

fee nobody in that room. Neverthelefs the up-

roar went on, and if the wife's affertion may be

credited, next morning all the chairs, tables, and

feats were found, horrible to behold, lying fcat-

tered topfy-turvey, all about ; befides which,

deep groans were conftantly heard all through the

night. A meffenger was immediately defpatched

to Veroneje, to acquaint the Czar that General

Lefort had departed this life. In the interim,

Boyar Golowin had everything fealed up, and had

given the keys to the kinfman of the deceafed.

13.—Alexander Dareflci arrived from Poland

with a miffion, of which the following are faid to

be the chief points :
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Firft.—That Poles fhould not be forced to

pafs to the Ruffian religion.

Secondly.—That whoever preferred ferving

Poland to Mufcovy, might be free to leave.

Thirdly.—That the Mufcovites fhould not

meddle in the Elbing caufe and quarrel.

They fay that Galizin is obftreperous againfl;

giving liberty for the Poles to go away ; faying

that it is hard to allow them to leave, after they

have fcrutinized all the fecret and innermoft

affairs of the State of Mufcovy.

14.—A very rich fhop, belonging to a certain

merchant, was confifcated, for punifhment of I

know not what crime. The merchant imme-

diately fet eagerly to work to purchafe the

patronage of the notorious Alexander with a

bribe of a thoufand roubles. The latter, greedy

of fuch a fum, laboured in his turn to gain over

him who then prefided over the Treafury. But

when he found that the Treafurer was more faith-

ful than himfelf, and adverfe to his propofal,

inafmuch as he deemed it wrong to commit a

fraud upon the Sovereign's public Treafury to

enrich a private individual, the favourite had the

audacity even to threaten him that if he made
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any further oppofition he would not want for an

occafion to revenge his contempt and negleft.

General Lefort (as they have affeverated) left

nothing to excite the envy of this people againft

himfelf or his heirs. Nay, his kinfman, proftrate

upon the ground before Prince Galizin, protefted

that he had not the means of buying the ufual

mourning fuit for himfelf.

It is ordained by a public ukafe, that hence-

forward no petition may be prefented to the Czar

unlefs it be marked with the chancery ftamp.

The charge for ftamping varies according to the

amount petitioned for, being at the rate of a

griffra for every fifty roubles ; and when the fum

is under fifty roubles, the tax is a kopek.

In the great church of Mofcow an office and

fuffrages for the departed were performed ; the

heads of the clergy being prefent and celebrating.

15.—The Lord Envoy of Brandenburgh came

back from Veroneje, having been prefented by

the Czar with his portrait fet in precious

ftones.

16.—A perfon was fent to General Carlowitz,

to warn him to take fome other route on his

return to Poland, than that of Smolenfko,—that
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there were traps laid there, and that that neigh-

bourhood was very unfafe.

17, 18.—The Czar returned from Veroneje

on learning the death of his deareft friend, Gene-

ral Lefort. Thofe who were prefent when the

Czar received the news of his death, affirmed that

it was juft like one that had heard of the death of

a parent. He burft into thick fobs, and with a

flood of tears broke out In thefe words :
^' Now

I am left without one trufty man : he alone was

faithful to me : in whom can I confide hence-

forward ?
"

19.—When the kinfman of the late General

approached his Majefty the Czar, to pay his

dutiful and humble court, there was no place for

articulate fpeech,—grief and weeping fruftrated

every attempt at words. The Czar dined at

Boyar Szeremetow's, reftlefs all the while, his

real foul-felt forrow allowing him no tranquillity.

The Lord Envoy of Brandenburgh was fplen-

didly graced with many gifts by the Czar, with

his ufual liberality towards Envoys.

20.—The Vice-Admiral bade farewell to the

Lord Envoy Imperial, being about to ftart in

the evening for the veflels at Veroneje. Boyar
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Golowin alfo came to the Lord Envoy when night

was already advanced. His Majefty the Czar

inftituted the Order of Knights of the Holy

Apoftle Andrew ; the crofs they are to wear

being of the form which they paint as St. An-

drew's, otherwife called the Burgundy Crofs.

The legend on the obverfe is: ''St. Andrew

Apoftle ;
" on the reverfe, "Peter Alexiowicz,

PofTeflbr and Autocrat of RufTia," with the name

of the Czarewicz Alexis Petrowicz acrofs it. This

order is inftituted to honour perfons who may

have earned the meed of valour by their exploits

in the Turkifh war. The firft knight of this

order that he created was Boyar Golowin, giving

him the crofs, which the latter exhibited to tiie

Lord Envoy this evening, and narrated the whole

feries of the ftatutes.

21.—As all the reprefentatives were invited to

the funeral of the late General Lefort, they all

appeared in mourning. Eight in the morning

was the hour appointed for carrying out the body.

But before everybody had arrived and everything

was ready, the fun that looked down on the fad

fcene had rifen nearly to the meridian. Mean-

time, after the manner of the Slowoda folk, the

VOL. I. T
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tables were laid out, groaning under viands, and

drinking cups in long array, and bowls mantling

with every defcription of wine. Mulled wine

was ferved to thofe who preferred it. The

Ruffians—for everybody of any rank or office

had by the Czar's orders to be prefent—fat at

table, ravenoufly devouring the viands, which

were all cold. There was a great variety of fiffi,

cheefe, butter, caviare, and fo forth.

Prince Szeremetow, refined by much travel,

and dreffied in the German faffiion, wearing his

Crofs of Malta pendant at his breaft, thought it

beneath his propriety to give himfelf up to vora-

city along with the reft. The Czar coming in,

fhowed many tokens of grief: fixed forrow was

in his face. To the reprefentatives who paid

their becoming court, bowing to the ground

according to cuftom, the monarch replied with

exquifite politenefs. When Leo Kirilowicz left

his feat, and haftened to meet the Czar, he

received indeed his falutation gracioufly, but

remained abfent without anfwering for a little

while, until recolledling himfelf he bent to embrace

him. When the moment for removing the body

came, the grief and former affedlion of the Czar
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and fome others was manlfeft to everybody, for

the Czar fhed tears moft abundantly, and in the

fight of all the vaft crowd of people who were

affembled on account of the folemn ceremony, he

gave the laft kifs to the corpfe.

The following was the order of the funeral

proceflion :

—

1°. Colonel de Blumberg, mounted on a horfe,

with houfings glittering with gold embroidery,

led the whole proceflion.

2°. He was followed in the ufual way by his

regiment called Bebrafchentfko, their band play-

ing mufic in accordance with the fad ceremony.

The firft company of this regiment was led by

the Czar in perfon, in mourning, and with fettled

forrow in his looks.

3°. The Semonowflci regiment.

4°. The regiment of the late General Lefort.

5°. A captain, in complete armour, on a

charger moft richly caparifoned, and bearing a

drawn fword with the point downwards.

6°. Trumpeters and drummers, playing a

melancholy funeral ftrain.

7°. Two of the late General's trumpeters, in

mourninsr.



276 'The Diary of an Ambajfador at

8°. Three banners, borne by men in mourn-

ing.

9°. Two horfes, moft richly caparifoned.

10°. A horfe, covered with black houfings.

11°. Five men in mourning, bearing certain

infignia in their hands, on iilken cufhions, viz. :

the golden fpurs, the piftols, the naked fword,

with its fcabbard lying beiide it, the baton, and

the helmet.

1 2°. The body in a farcophagus, covered with

black velvet, fringed with gold.

13°. All the domeftic fervants, clad in mourn-

ing.

14°. Marfhal Colonel de Duithe, conducing

the group of mourners.

15°. The kinfman of the deceafed, with the

Imperial and Brandenburgh reprefentatives, along

with whom was Szeremetow, from which the

Ruffians took occafion to fneer at him, afking

among one another, out of fpite to him, whether

he was the Envoy of the Order of Malta. After

thefe came all the near family friends of the

deceafed.

16°. All the Boyars, Dumnoi, Diaks, and

feveral others of different official degrees.
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I 7°. The foreigners who defired to fhow that

mark of kindnefs towards the deceafed.

18°. A forrowful group, confifting of the

widow and other women, led by a marfhal.

Thus the body was condudled to the Reformed

Church, where Paftor Stumpf preached a fhort

fermon. On leaving the temple the Boyars and

the reft of their countrymen difturbed the order

of the proceflion, forcing their way with inept

arrogance up to the very body. The Envoys

pretending, however, to take no notice of the

haughty pretenfions that led to this violent ad,

fuffered every one of the Mufcovites to go on

before them, even thofe whofe humble lot and

condition placed them out of the conteft which

the others perhaps had plotted for precedency.

And the Envoys went on to where the neareft

relation of the deceafed had taken his place, as in

funerals it is always reckoned the chief honour

to walk befide him. As they came to the ceme-

tery where the deceafed was to be buried, the

Czar noticed that the order was changed ; that

his fubjedls, who previoufly had followed the

Envoys, now preceded them ; therefore he called

young Lefort to him and inquired: "Who
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difturbed the order : why thofe followed that

juft now went foremoft?" And as he remained

proftrate without giving any anfwer about the

caufe, the Czar commanded him to fpeak out

what was the cafe : and when he^faid that it was

the Ruffians that had violently inverted the

order, the Czar greatly in wrath, neverthelefs

faid nothing except: " They are dogs, not my

Boyars." Szeremetow, on the contrary—and

to his prudence it may be attributed—ftill con-

tinued to accompany the Envoys, although all

the Ruffians had gone on before. In the ceme-

tery itfelf and on the highway there were cannon

drawn up, which fhook the air with a triple dif-

charge, and each regiment alfo delivered a triple

volley of mufketry. One of the artillery-men,

remaining flupidly before the cannon's mouth,

had his head carried off by the fhot. The Czar

went back with the troops to the houfe of Lefort,

whither all who had accompanied the funeral

followed him. Everybody that had attended in

mourning was prefented with a gold ring, on

which was engraved the date of the death, and a

death's head. The Czar, having gone out for a

moment, all the Boyars were haftening with
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anxious fpeed to go home. They had already

gone down fome fteps, when meeting the Czar

returning face to face, they came back into the

room. This hafte of the Boyars to get away

gave rife to a fufpicion that they were glad

of the death, and it put the. Czar In fuch a

paflion that he wrathfully addrefled them in

the following terms :
—" Ho ! you are made

merry at his death ! It is a grand vidory

for you that he is dead. Why can't you all

wait ? I fuppofe, becaufe the greatnefs of your

joy will not allow you to keep up this forced

appearance, and the feigned forrow of your

faces."

22.—Dumnoi Emilian Ignatowicz Ukrain-

zow, of the Ambafladorial Chancery, was de-

prived of almoft all the authority of his office,

which was at the fame time committed to the

mock Patriarch, Mikitim Mofeiwicz.

23.—As the Czar was deliberating to whom

he fhould confide the Prefedlure, one of the

Boyars faid to him that it was an office which

might be impofed upon Boris Petrowicz Szere-

metow. Upon which the Czar gave him a cufF,

as if he were an evil advifer ; and roared out
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pafTionately at him :
'^ So, you too are hankering

after his friendfhip."

In the afternoon to-day, the Czar rode in a

carriage through Slowoda, bade adieu to all

whom he condefcended to grace with his favour,

and in the evening left Mofcow for Veroneje.

It is the talk of the town, that about twelve

Ruffians went in the ftillnefs of the night to the

cemetery where they knew General Lefort was

buried, and, in the hope of a rich booty, would

have violated the grave, had not the neighbours,

awoke with the noife they made talking, and

hurrying to fee this unparalleled crime, deterred

the wicked wretches from their nefarious purpofe.

24.—Boyar Golowin has been entrufted with

the care of the Germans, as the perfon who

feemed beft inclined towards them fince General

Lefort's death. He went off to-day to the Czar

at Veroneje.

A certain noble from Courland, a lieutenant,

had folicited his difcharge, which fo far from

obtaining, he was even commanded by Galizin

to get ready to go on an expedition with the

Czar. On hearing of this, he hid himfelf in

fecret places, fo that he could not be found, nor
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could the Czar's orders be intimated to him.

However, when the funeral of General Lefort

took place, he felt confident that he might fafely

enough, among fuch crowds of men, look on at

the funeral pomp. But Galizin, who kept his

eyes fharply about him, lighted upon the lieu-

tenant's well-known features, and without a

moment's delay dire6led a colonel to arreft him

and deliver him into cuftody at the Pricafla.

To- day, after a furtigation oi battok^ he fent him

off towards Aftracan.

25.—The Brandenburgh Lord Envoy Extra-

ordinary took leave of the Emperor's Lord

Envoy.

26.—The departure of the Brandenburgh

Envoy took place with the fame ftate as his

entry. There was the gilt coach of the Czar's,

and the horfes with their fuperb trappings for

the officials : the troop of Light Cavalry was

abfent, and in its ftead about ten fcribes enabled

the horfemen. But he had ninety Potwodi,

and expeded more in the out-of-the-way ftations

where they are changed.

27.—A principal race among the Tartars is

that of the Calmucks, who are not tributary to the
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Czar, but neverthelefs acknowledge his fuzerainty,

and yield fervices more in the way of allies than

as fubjedls,—fervices which are purchafed with

annual prefents. An Envoy from them came

to-day, with a train of only fix perfons. Under

the name of an AmbafTador, he drove a more

profitable trade. Tea leaf, ftarry anife, Chinefe

tobacco, fine tijfues* and feveral other things in

* Fulturafubtiles is the exprefTion in the original, by which it

is clear the author meant to indicate fome of thofe fine fluffs for

which the Eaft is ftill renowned, and of which quantities are ftill

brought overland by Tartar merchants to the great marts of

Ruflia. The claffical meaning of the viovAfultura is a propping

up, which it is plain will not fuit the context. But Du Cange,

in his " Gloffary of the Latinity of the Middle Ages," under the

heading Feltrum,filtrum, filtrus, pheltrum, phUtru7n, filtra,feltra,

mentions feveral woven or felt fluffs, which would appear to have

been known to Europe through the Tartars. Thus, for ex-

ample, he quotes Vincent of Blois, lib. xxx., c. 80, de Tartaris :

" cum ad bellum ire volunt, curfores praemittunt, qui fecum nihil

'^ pr2etcr Jiltra fua deferunt." And again: ^^ tentoria filtrea^

Thrwoczius, in" Chr. Hungariae," de Tartaris: "cum fuis

'' tentoriis filtreis, jumentis, pecoribus, terram vacuam Hungariae
" peragrabant." Du Cange adds that tentoria filtrina are

afcribed alfo to the Tartars by Thomas, Archdeacon of Spa-

latro, cap. 38 ; and to the Turcomans by Sanudo, lib. iii. p. 12,

c. I. He alfo quotes Vincent of Blois, lib. xxxii., c. 8, de

Tartaris, for mention of garments of a fluff fo called, " defiltris,^'

as follows : ^^Jiltra de lana Camerolum quibus njeftiunturfaciuntP

Still none of all thefe will apply to the " fulturae/wteVfj" of our

text, which I am inclined to fufpeft our old diplomatifl meant as

Latin for CaJJimire Jlia-tvls, or perhaps China crape.

—

Transla-
tor's Note,
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which China is known to abound, were his moft

precious merchandife. There were flill fome

empty rooms remaining, that are built over the

ftables of the AmbafTadorial Palace, two of which

were appointed for his lodging. Although the

barbarian knew little or nothing of thofe manners

and honourable culloms, by the grandeur and

ftately ceremonial of which it is the privilege of

AmbafTadors to captivate the reverence of foreign

nations ; neverthelefs, before he would go into

thofe rooms, he inquired whether other Envovs

had lodged there before. He deferves credit,

at leaft for having tried to guard againft any-

thing prejudicial. The Mufcovites had little

difficulty in impofing upon him ; afierting that

the AmbafTadors of the greateft princes of Europe

had lodged in thofe ftrait limits. He ate moftly

mare's flefh, and was allowed, at the outfide,

thirty kopeks a day for the ufual free main-

tenance. But, humbugged by the perfuafions of

the Mufcovites, he thought himfelf moft fplen-

didly treated.

There arrived alfo a Siberian Envoy, who

lodged with Vinnius, the Chancellor of all

Siberia.
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28.—Count Bergamini, a Captain of Light

Horfe, under General de Beift, who had efcorted

the Czar on his return to Mufcovy, as far as the

frontiers, came to Mofcow.

29.—Seventy ItaHans, whom the Mufcovites

had brought from Venice, were difcharged with-

out payment of their expenfes. Notwithftanding

the many inconveniences through which they

had to retrace their long journey, none got

more than ten roubles, others nine, and others

only eight. Exafperated at this injustice, they

took the liberty of faying direful things of the

whole Mufcovite race.

30.—Again a whole regiment of Strelitz, of

the garrifon of Bialogrod, confpired againft their

Monarch's weal. Two informers, who were

privy to the plot, a pope and a Strelitz, are fent

to the Czar. It looks like a fatality, that fuch

flocks of men can, with fuch helplefs perverfity,

be excited and banded together to their own

deftrudion.

31.—All the Boyars, by little and little, are

going off to Veroneje. Tzarkafki, a prince of

advanced years, remains as Prefed of the City,

an ofRce which was entrufted to him, though
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there were others who would fain have arrogated

that dignity to themfelves, under pretext that

the Czar had conferred it upon them. For the

Czar, when bidding farewell at his departure,

recommended the affairs of Mofcow to feveral,

and fpoke to different perfons in this manner :

'^ Meantime I commit all my affairs to your

loyalty." I opine it was a maxim with the

Czar,—and a maxim not to be contemned,— to

raife up many to great hope, in order that the

poffeffion may be envied to any one, and that

by their conftant diffenfions they may be left

without means of abufing abfolute power, or of

giving grounds for regret at fuch authority being

intrufted, by feizing on it to ad againft their

Sovereign.

April i.—Some hordes of Crim-Tartars

penetrated in a headlong fwoop to the very-

camp at Azow. None dared refift the unex-

pe6ted peril ; fear filled the country far and wide

around, and this very panic terror gave increafed

force and daring to the enemy. The farms de-

populated, the fields defolate, the hamlets in

afhes, the colonies widowed of their inhabitants.
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are (landing monuments of irreparable damage,

and veftiges of the unheard-of cruelty that was

exercifed. The plundering hurricane fwept along

with it numbers of officers, ftill more common

foldiers, and an almoft incredible multitude of

ferfs, into the harfheft flavery.

2, 3.—The Greek and Ruffian Church vene-

rates the images of Saints with no lefs devotion

than the Church of Rome, and juftly places

much hope and confidence in their fuffrages

;

not giving them that fupreme worfhip of latria^

which belongs to the Majefty of the Almighty

Creator of all that exifts, but that far different

worfhip which we are entitled to pay to them as

friends of God, and interceffors for us. So that

that fignal honour which the Ruffians unani-

moufiy pay to Saints and their images is not to

be cenfured. It is a more knotty queftion

whether particular practices which they ufe in

honour of divers Saints be not fuperftitious ; as,

for example, when the fick, the helplefs, and

thofe who are beyond the aid of human fkill, fly

for refuge to images, which are placed upon

their heads with facerdotal rites. But when one

examines more clofely into the reafon why the
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cloak that Elias left after him wrought miracles,

it will at once appear that the finger of God's

right hand, to whom as the ultimate fource all

our piety, all worfhip, and veneration tend,

works wonderful things in his works in a

"wonderful manner. Whence I hold it not to

be omitted that General-in-Chief Schachin, was

prefent to-day at a folemn proceflion in which

an image was carried to the houfe of a fick

perfon, to the very great edification of many

people.

4.—To-day the Ruffians celebrate the feaft of

the Annunciation of the Blefled Virgin Mary,

with the greateft pomp, feftive volleys of mulketry

and great guns refounding. For they confider it

becoming that the commencement of man's

Redemption fhould be celebrated with fpecial

rejoicing.

5.—-The Lord Envoy, conducted by a certain

German Colonel, went over the Czar's caftle of

the Kremlin. In the hall where audience is

ufually given to ambafladors, a throne of filver

gilt, embellifhed with a number of precious

ftones, ftands confpicuous, worthy of Sovereign

Majefty. We did not fee the reft of the regalia
;
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for, as the Czar has hitherto refufed to dwell in

this caftle, they are kept locked up in chefts.

On the fide of the caftle from which a charming

view opens on the river Neglina, above the fecond

flory, there is a fair precind of garden, fupported

upon mafonry : it is quite melancholy to fee how

it lies negledled, going to ruin on account of

human floth.* We were alfo gratified with a fight

of the room from which Princefs Sophia, in the

time of the Mufcovite triumvirate, under the

ufurping fway of the prime minifter, Bafil

Galizin, could obferve through a lattice all the

propofals of the envoys and the anfwers of the

minifters. Next this, is a magnificently adorned

apartment, fet apart for the conferences of ambaf-

fadors. There are alfo two exceedingly neat

chapels, one for fummer and the other for winter.

In the fummer chapel they venerate a miraculous

image of the Mother of God, which was brought

from Smolenfko. In the Church of the Annun-

* Czar Peter the Great was more than heedlefs about garden-

ing. Evelyn (Sylva, b. ii. c. vi.) fpeaking regretfully of

certain holly hedges of his own planting at Sayes Court, fays,

after Peter I. had fojourned for a few months there in 1698

" in my now ruined garden, thanks to the Czar of Mufcovy."

—

Translator's Note.
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elation of the Blefled Virgin Mary, all the Czars

are buried and entombed. They keep the pi(5tures

of thofe whofe fan6lity of life procured them the

honour of miracles. That caufe was alleged on

an inquiry why Ivan Bafilowicz, the great tyrant

of .Mufcovy, was the only one of whom there

was no portrait. Befides a decollation of Saint

John, they fhow another pifture of the Mother

of God, which coft 17,000 roubles. The grand-

father, father, and elder brother of the now reign-

ing Czar are laid together In front of the fame

altar, enclofed in ftone farcophagi. This church

has nine towers, all gilt, from the fummits of

which as many crofles glitter with the fame metal

on high ; that upon the higheft tower is faid to

be caft entirely of pure gold. In a church clofe

by, called Sabora, all the Patriarchs and Metro-

polites that are reckoned among the Saints are

buried. Among the reft, they revere one named

lona. In the fame church there is a particle of

our Saviour's garment preferved ; and we kiffed

a ftill entire arm of St. Andrew. The Czar's

feat in that Church is marvelloufly wrought and

exceedingly ancient. It belonged to the Princes

of Kiow, and was thence brought hither. Near
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it rlfes the throne of the Patriarch, marvel-

loufly adorned with numberlefs paintings. The

fedilia for the princefTes, in another part of the

church, are covered with very rich tapeftries of

red filk.

Seven regiments of Strelitz, rebels again, in

the very city of Azow, refufe to admit the Czar.

For that they knew the Czar's hatred of them to

be worfe than Vatinian,* and that the deftrudlion

of all the Strelitz would be the certain confe-

quence, if he were admitted into the town : that

as they were to lofe their lives, they would at

leaft not die unavenged ; that it was a folace to

defpairing men, to deferve their penalty ; that

there remained as a lafl; refource to call in the

Crim Tartars ; that there were numbers of others

banifhed in the neighbourhood of Azow who

would take heart at fuch an cccafion for revenge :

*' Notum enim fibi ^^z Tfari odium plufquam Vatinianum."

The old German fecretary, with the pedantry common to his

time, and never imknown to his nation, puts this claffical allufion

into the lips of the barbarian Strelitz ! Vatinius was a man cele-

brated for his hatred of Cicero, who afterwards became fo friendly

with him that the great orator defended him. Seneca fays of

him: '^ AJfiduo connjitio depudere didicerat.''^ And Catullus, be-

fore our pedantic old German, fpeaks of " Odium Vatinianum?''

—Transl.



The Court of Mo/cow. 291

and, efpeclally, that as they ftill bore the un-

healed wounds that had been inflidted upon them,

the very fweetnefs of vengeance would make them

rufh blindly along with them to deftru6lIon.

This wretched ftate of things the Woivode is faid

to fupport with his counfels, wavering in his

loyalty and obedience, through confcioufnefs of

many crimes, and through dread of being brought

to punifhment,—thinking that by embracing the

caufe of the rebels, he may, in his manifefl peril,

either defer his punifhment, or by a fpontaneous

death anticipate the headfman's office. Hence,

the troops were concentrated ; the detached gar-

rifons fummoned in, and the battle for the maftery

is now among fellow citizens, rather than with a

foreign foe.

In the Church of the Annunciation of the

Blefled Virgin Mary one was anointed Metro-

polite to be fent to Kiow.

6.—Boyar Leo Kirilowicz Narefkin was fum-

moned by the Czar's orders to Veroneje, and is

fuppofed to be called thither becaufe he was

believed to have wifhed to free himfelf from that

journey by pretending illnefs.

All the inhabitants of Mofcow without excep-
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tion are fubjefted to a cenfus, in order that

each according to his means, or the extent of

his trade, may pay a certain annual tax. On

account of this many hundreds and thoufands

are going off every day to return to the places

from whence they came, leaving Mofcow like

a defert.

Oats and provifions were very dear now in

Mofcow, and they alleged that it arofe from the

circumftance that when the corpfes of thofe that

were lately executed were to be carted to the pits

which were dug for them outfide the city, the

ferocious foldiers, by the Czar's command, had

compelled the Sbofecks, that is the ferfs, to throw

down the burdens off their carts and load them

with dead bodies, or to leave them and go dig

pits, whilft the foldiers with a high hand kept for

themfelves the wheat, hay, oats, and whatever

elfe the ferfs were carting in, not only with im-

punity, but as a matter of right. Deterred by

this lofs, the peafants brought nothing more into

town, fearing left what they meant for market

fhould fall a prey and booty to the licentious

rapacity of the foldiers.

7.—The Lord Envoy bade farewell to Prince
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Boris Alexiowlcz Galitzin, who was about leaving

the fame day for Cafan and Aftracan. Mr.

Pleyer followed the Prince to the fime defti-

nation.

8, 9.—'A great fire broke out about nine o'clock

in the morning not far from the Palace of the Am-
bafladors, behind the palace of General-in-Chief

Schachin. Boyar Soltikow and Knes Michalo-

wicz Tzerkafky met with great lofs ; their own

palaces and feveral wooden houfes round about

being reduced to afhes in the fpace of four hours.

There was no water poured on to extinguifh the

flames, the only fecurity was in demolifhing

fome houfes. Pieces of fheet lead were to be

(tQw in numbers with the diftinguifhing marks of

the regiments : but there were few men to give

a helping hand ; and thofe that were trying to

deftroy the roofs were fo fcorched by the fud-

den approaches of the flames when they leafl:

expeded it, as to put a fl:op to further

efforts. They carried out a miraculous image

of the Mother of God in order that fuperior

powers might flay the flames. The fuiic day a

houfe in the German Slowoda was deflroyed

by fire.
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lOj II, 12.—New credentials came by poft

by which the Lord Envoy was invefted with the

charader of Envoy Extraordinary to announce

the marriage of the Moft Serene the King of the

Romans.

13.—A conference was had with the Dumnoi

in reference to the new credentials, and the

announcement of the royal efpoufals.

14.—Notice fent by exprefs to the Prime

Minifter at Veroneje, with reference to the new

fundlion moft benignantly conferred by the Moft

Auguft the Emperor.

15.—A dangerous peft began to make count-

lefs havoc of men at Azow.

16.—We began our pafchal devotions; this

day celebrating Holy Thurfday.

17.—We obferved Good Friday with marked

devotion, and a voluntary faft the whole day.

18.—The Lord Envoy Extraordinary went

on foot with all his fuite to vifit the Sepulchre*

* In the Catholic countries of Germany, and in Poland, the

people, on Eafter Saturday, go in crowds to pray at the altar

where the confecrated Eucharlft was referved for the mafs of

Good Friday. They call that altar the Sepulchre, and vifit it in

commemoration of the Maries' vifit to our Lord's tomb.

—

—Trans L.
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of Chrift in the German Slowoda, an hour's

diftance from the Palace of the Ambaffadors.

In like reverential ftate we proceeded thither at

night to the folemn ceremony of our Saviour's

Refurrecflion.

1
9.'—With feftive clangor of drums and

trumpets, we celebrated Eafter. At one o'clock

to-day, Dumnoi Emilian Ignatowicz Ukrainzow,

who was to go on from Veroneje to conclude a

peace at Constantinople, vifited our Lord Envoy

Extraordinary.

20, 21.—The Lord Envoy Extraordinary

went to the Dumnoi to tell him out of friend-

ship fome things which might be of great utility

and fervice to him at the Ottoman Porte. Boyar

Feodor Alexiowicz Golowin is raifed by the Czar

to the rank of Admiral.

22.—The Envoy of the Eledor of Branden-

burgh is faid to have run very narrow danger of

his life on the road between Mofcow and Novo-

gorod, in confequence of a brawl that occurred

between his fuite and the inhabitants of that part

of the country.

23.—The Lord Envoy and one of his friends

vifited Colonel Gordon, who was on guard in
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the Kremlin Caftle. There was one of the prin-

cipal perfons of the Mufcovite nobility, named

Almazow, under arreft in his quarters. Feodor

Madveowicz Apraxen is married to his fifter,

and Apraxen's fifter is the Dowager of the Czar

who died about feventeen years ago.* This

Almazow's houfehold were taking too great

freedom in fporting with Eafter eggs, and per-

haps were more than ufually uproarious. They

did not flop when they were forbidden by the

watch, and maintained, that at that Eafter feafon

cuftom warranted them. However, the night

watch was not of the fame opinion, and gave

them warning to be off, unlefs they preferred

being cudgelled away. The others, exafperated,

began brawling, and at length words came to

blows. Help was fent to the watch, but being

infufficient, was driven away by the infuriated

domeftics. The matter being reported to Prince

Michael Lehugowicz Tzerkafki, orders were fent

* Martha Apraxin, of a Boyar family, the pedigree of which
is traced to the fifteenth century, was the confort of Czar Theo-
dore, the eldeft brother of Czar Peter the Great. They are fince

early in laft century Counts Apraxin, by creation of the Czar.

—

Transl.
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to the Chancellor to fee that Almazow's guilty

fervants be taken into cuftody, and to fend a

fcribe to his houfe with a force of fifteen foldiers.

The fcribe either by a miftake of his own, or

by a fpiteful order of the Chancellor, feized not

the fervants, but their mafter, who was igno-

rant and innocent of the whole affair, and would

have dragged him off to a moft villanous dun-

geon, if Colonel Gordon, who had got notice

from the Dowager Czarine, Almazow's kinf-

woman^ had not wrefted him from the reludlant

hands of the foldiers and fcribe, and affigned him

his own quarters as his place of arreft. Certainly

foldiers in Mufcovy are in the habit of torment-

ing prifoners in every way at their fancy, without

refpe6l of perfons or the matter of which they

are accufed, bruifing them with their clenched

hands, with their mulkets, with flicks, and thrufl-

ing them into the moft beaftly holes—efpecially

the opulent, to whom they unblufhingly fay,

that they will not ceafe from beating them until

they have paid a certain fum. Let a prifoner

go willingly or unwillingly to gaol, he is beaten

all the fame. Almazow, a ftrikingly fine young

fellow, being liberated from arreft while I was
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looking on, went to return thanks to the

Czarine.

24.—The Czar's Po ftmafter-General and the

Dumnoi of the Siberian Chancery, Andrew An-

dreowicz Wignius, a Ruffian of German extrac-

tion, together with a Baiilian monk named

Corion, and feveral German officers dined with

us. Another lamentable fire burnt down the

houfe of Boyar Leo Kirilowicz.

25.—Every Boyar, by command of the Czar,

is bound to contribute 500 roubles towards the

naval armament ; thofe who pofTefs more than

100 ferfs, 1000 ; but thofe who have not

100 peafants are only obliged to pay 100

roubles.

26, 27.—Notice has come through the poft

that Prokop Wofnizin, the Ambaffiidor Plenipo-

tentiary, has left Vienna. He had with perverfe

fophiftry imputed the miftake of the two years'

armiftice to the Imperial Plenipotentiaries ; but

on the careful fhowing of the Imperial En-

voy, the contrary was plainly feen ; and as

he had related matters untruly, he lay ob-

noxious to the manifold perils of the Czar's

indignation.
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28, 29.—The anniverfary of our folemn entry

was celebrated.

30.—Report tells that the Czar has left Vero-

neje for Azow.
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