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INTRODUCTION
TO

THE SERMON
O N

SCRIPTURAL CONGREGATIONALISM.

The different denominations of Christians, seem, in these days, to be

giving special attention to the foundations of faith, order and discipline.

The National Convention of Congregationalists, recently held in Boston,

had this work in hand. Their proceedings, we presume, in some accessible

form, will soon be laid before the public. In the meantime, it may not be

improper to call attention to the following Discourse, in which the essential

features of a Christian Church are delineated by the hand of a master.

The occasion upon which it was delivered, appears upon the title page.

The circumstances, under which Mr. Paine was settled over the Old First

Church of Middleborough, are unknown to this generation ; but there are

those, who can recall the fact, that they were such, as called for the dis-

cussion, upon which the author entered, with but short time for prepara-

tion. We doubt whether his varied experience and observation, during

forty troubled years, have shown him any reason to change, in any mate-

rial particular, the language or the sentiment of this Discourse.

It has one advantage over any similar production of the present day. It

cannot be supposed to be colored, in any way by the passions, or prejudices

of the times : and if it shall be found to contain the substance of all that



IV. INTRODUCTION.

has since been well and wisely written upon the same theme, it may en-

courage some to inquire for the old paths, and to walk therein. At all

events, it can do no one any harm, to listen to this old Discourse. It

gives no uncertain sound. Its thought is clear, its spirit profoundly earnest*

and both are fitly set forth in a strong and simple style.

To many others, as to us, it will have additional attractions, as coming

from one, of whose long service we have known something, and heard

more ; and who still in a green old age, continues his labors with apostolic

simplicity and zeal.

We may mention one other circumstance, as commending this Discourse

to the favorable consideration of the public. Mr. Williams, though firm

and clear in his own convictions, has never been a partisan ; but during

his long ministry, has so conducted himself, as to win kindness and consid-

eration from all denominations of Christians. We need not point out to

any intelligent person how great a hindrance to progress in the Church, as

well as in the State, is the paitisan spirit. A. P.



DISOOTJE8E

1 THESSALONIANS V. 13.

AND BE AT PEACE AMONG YOURSELVES.

The apostle, in his epistles to the churches, shows a deep

and tender concern for their spiritual welfare. From this

concern, he felt and expressed an ardent desire, that the

churches might maintain and enjoy that divine peace, which

it was equally their duty and their happiness to preserve.

In the first sentence of his first epistle unto the church of

the Thessalonians, he says, " Grace be unto ycu, and peace

from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ." That

peace, which, in these words, he prays that they might re-

ceive from God, he urges the members of that church, in

the words of our text, to. maintain among themselves. To

be at peace among themselves, he enjoined upon the Thes-

salonian professors of the gospel, as an indispensable and

important duty. And with the members of every christian

church, it should be an object of great and constant atten-

tion to be at peace among themselves. But there is no

reason to expect, that any church of the Lord Jesus Christ

can enjoy peace, unless the members of it be formed to-

gether, according to the gospel.

In the present discourse, therefore, it is proposed

—

I. To consider the proper formation of a christian

church.



II. To inquire how the members of such a church may

be at peace among themselves ; and

—

III. To show why they should do what is necessary for

this important purpose. It is proposed

—

I. To consider the proper formation of a christian

church.

And here it may be observed

—

1. That a church may be properly formed, the members

of it must be united in a public profession of the essential

doctrines of the gospel. Unless the understanding be en-

lightened, instructed and settled in these doctrines, neither

the reason, the conscience, the heart, nor the life of a chris-

tian professor, can accord with the truth as it is in Jesus

Christ. Scripture and reason, observation and experience

plainly teach and fully prove, that there cannot be decency

and order in a church ; nor peace nor love among its mem-
bers, while they do not understand, and receive the consist-

ent, rational, simple and pure doctrines of the cross. The

members of a church, then, must, publicly, profess the

essential doctrines of the gospel, in order to join and form

themselves together according to the scriptures of truth.

2. That the members of a church may be properly form-

ed together, they must bind themselves, by a mutual cove-

nant to perform all the duties which the gospel requires.

These duties, christians, as individuals, are bound, by

the command of God, to perform, before they join them-

selves unto any church of the Lord Jesus Christ. But it

is, by their own mutual covenant, that the members of a

church are bound and obliged to walk together in truth

and love. It is, therefore, essential to order in a church,

that all its members be bound together, by a mutual cove-

nant, to perform all the duties which the gospel requires.

3. That the members of a church may be properly

formed together, they must adopt the government, which

the Lord Jesus Christ has established by his supreme au-

thority. Reason itself would require the Supreme Head of



the church to establish a proper government for the mem-
bers of his spiritual body. The Scriptures, then, which
contain the sovereign decisions of his holy will respecting
the order of his house and the service of his temple, must
exhibit a plain and perfect pattern of ecclesiastical govern-
ment. Was every thing respecting the typical dispensation

of the Jewish economy formed after the pattern, which was
shown unto Moses in the mount? And is not the brighter

and better dispensation of the christian economy formed,

and established, in all things, hy the voice of the Son of

God? But what formation and establishment can belong
to any church, without a proper and perfect method of
government? There is no evidence from scripture, or

reason, or observation, or experience, for the opinion, that

christian churches can, with safety, adopt different methods
of ecclesiastical government. Only one method of govern-

ment can accord with what the Lord Jesus Christ has

formed, approved and appointed by his supreme authority

for his churches. This method must be adopted by a

church, in order that its members may be joined together

in truth and love.

4. That the members of a church may be properly

formed together, they must elect and appoint their proper

officers. Without proper officers, as well as a proper gov-

ernment, no civil community can have a proper establish-

ment. Nor can any military body be properly formed
without proper officers. And there must also be proper

officers in every literary institution. Can then the spiritual

communion of the militant churches of the Lord and King
of Zion, have any proper establishment, or formation, while

they are destitute of their proper officers ? The Lord Je-

sus Christ has -plainly shown what officers a church must

choose and appoint, that its members may be formed to-

gether in decency and in order. And until a church has

chosen and appointed such officers, as the King of Zion re-
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quires by his supreme authority, the members can have no

proper establishment or formation.

Having considered the proper formation of a christian

church, it is now proposed

—

"II. To inquire how the members of such a church may
be at peace among themselves. On this inquiry it may be

observed

—

1. That the members of a church may be at peace

among themselves, they must have a strict regard to truth.

If they do so, there will be no reason, nor occasion, for any

distrust or suspicion. And by having mutual confidence,

they will be at peace among themselves. But if the mem-

bers of a church by flattery, or by promises, or by profes-

sions, or by appearances, act in falsehood and deceit, the

evil of their conduct will soon be seen and felt. And when
it is seen, there will arise distrust, suspicion, variance and

contention. One member, who does not strictly regard

truth in his words and actions, may disturb and distress a

whole church. To the saints at Ephesus the apostle

writes, " Putting away lying, speak every man truth with

his neighbor ; for we are members one of another." The

members of a church are so connected, that the whole

body is affected by the conduct of every individual. And
if. any member be guilty of lying and deceit, he disturbs

the confidence, the friendship and peace of the whole

church. To answer a present purpose, many persons al-

low themselves to give a false statement, to advance a

flattering promise, or to enter into a deceitful engagement.

But such conduct, in all cases, will certainly be followed by

lasting evils. In the book of Proverbs it is written, " The
bread of deceit is sweet to a man, but afterwards his mouth

shall be filled with gravel." By deceit the father of lies

brought enmity, disorder and discord into the world. And
contentions and divisions in churches are commonly begun

and maintained by deceit and falsehood. To preserve true



peace in a church, all its members must pay a strict and

constant regard to truth in all their words and actions.

2. That the members of a church may be at peace

among themselves, they must have a strict regard to jus-

tice. To do justice, they must fulfil every obligation.

They must perform every lawful promise and answer

every reasonable expectation, which they have excited.

The members of a church have a right to expect and re-

quire of their brethren whatever their brethren ought to

expect and require to have done to themselves. Every

member is bound to do justice to all the other members.

They are bound to do justice to the poor as well as to the

rich, to the weak as well as to the strong, to the despised

as well as to the honorable
; and to those who have done

wrong, as well as to those who have done right. They
should also be strictly just in small things, as well as in

things of greater importance. If the members of a church

refuse, or neglect to do justice, they do wrong and defraud

their brethren. If any member disregard the demands of

justice, in any instance of his conduct, their peace is

broken ; and the way open for discord to enter and dis-

tress the whole body. To be strictly just, in all their con-

duct, is of the utmost importance, in order that the members

of a church may be at peace among themselves.

3. That tliere may be peace among the members of a

church, they must maintain a spirit of kindness. Christian

kindness consists in such friendly affections and services, as

mere justice does not demand, nor any particular engage-

ments require. In the present state of want and trouble,

the members of a church have numerous and constant op-

portunities to show kindness to their brethren. And from

their solemn covenant and their endearing relation, it is to

be expected, that they will tenderly and carefully maintain

a spirit of kindness in their afflictions and trials. With-

out such a spirit, they will be wearied and irritated by the

necessities and imperfections of their brethren. Without
2



10

great and constant kindness, true peace cannot exist among
imperfect and needy creatures. Such a spirit of kindness,

as the gospel requires, will lead a christian to do good to

the disagreeable, the unsociable, the unfriendly and un-

thankful. Kindness never creates nor magnifies occasions

for difference, or suspicion. But it patiently bears such

evils, as cannot be removed ; and uses the unhappy tem-

pers and the unfriendly conduct of those persons, with

whom it is concerned, as occasions for a very watchful ex-

ercise and expression of christian benevolence. It is very

difficult for the worst tempers to contend with christian

kindness. For such kindness increases its own strength

and weakens an opponent, by rendering good for evil and

love for hatred. Kindness is suited to prevent and remove
enmity and discord from the hearts and the lips of christian

professors. The members of a church have a thousand op-

portunities for showing kindness to their brethren. And
they are required to " be kindly affectioned one toward an-

other with brotherly love ;" and to add " to godliness

brotherly kindness." Let kindness prevail in the hearts,

words and actions of the members of a church; and they

will be at peace among themselves.

4. To be at peace among themselves, the members of a

church must be faithful. Christian faithfulness consists in

such conduct, as renders persons worthy of confidence.

"We may confide in a faithful person, but we cannot confide

in such a person, as is unfaithful. Christian faithfulness

should extend to every duty and concern, in which the

members of a church are engaged. A faithful christian is

attentive and diligent in the discharge of every duty. By'

a punctual and thorough performance of their duty, the

members of a church advance in mutual confidence and af-

fection. But when the members of a church neglect and

delay their duty, they are preparing for future difficulty
;

and laying a foundation for variance and contention. Form.
er unfaithfulness serves as an occasion for present negligence
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and opens the way for many evils and troubles. By neglect-

ing to watch over their brethren, to admonish the careless,

to reprove those who depart from their duty, to reclaim

the disorderly ; and to administer the discipline which the

Lord Jesus Christ has appointed, for the purity and welfare

of his churches, the members of a church sink into a wordly

spirit and a deadly slumber. If they have peace in such a

state, it is a false peace, that will destroy their spiritual

prosperity. Faithfulness is the foundation of confidence

among the members of a church. And mutual confidence

is necessary to the existence and enjoyment of friendship

and peace.

5. Mutual submission is also necessary to the existence

of peace among the members of a church. The members

of a church are so connected, as to form one body. Yet

each member has his own views, feelings and interests..

Should any member wish to bring the whole body into sub-

jection to himself, he would act in the very spirit of the

world ; and not in the spirit of the gospel. Instead of sub-

jecting the whole body to one member, every member is to

be subject to the whole body. This subjection constitutes

that holy submission, which is required of the members of

a church in the word of God. Peter says to christian pro-

fessors, " Ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder

;

yea, all of you be subject one to another and be clothed

with humility : for God resisteth the proud, but giveth

grace to the humble." And Paul says, " Submit yourselves

one to another in the fear of God." There are many in-

stances, in which the members of a church cannot have

their own wishes, unless they are willing to submit to the

decision and pleasure of the body. At the same time, the

whole body is bound to have a tender regard to every

member. By a spirit of mutual submission in a church, all

the members may have christian liberty and preserve and

enjoy order and peace. When they have such a spirit, it

is their delight as well as duty to submit their own feelings,
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designs and interests in order to promote the welfare of

the whole body. And by such a submissive spirit and con-

duct, they preserve and enjoy that holy peace, which chris-

tians are required to maintain among themselves. It is

now proposed

—

III. To show why the members of a church should do

what is necessary in order to be at peace among them-

selves.

Every church and every member of a church professes

to be submissive and obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ, the

prince of peace. Before his death, he said unto his disci-

ples, '" Peace I leave with you ; my peace I give unto you."

The inspired apostles, in their epistles to the churches,

constantly pray that they may be blessed with peace ; and

also command and exhort the members of a church to be

at peace among themselves. And to be at peace among
themselves, the members of a church are urged by numer-

ous and important reasons. A few of these reasons will

now be briefly suggested.

1. The members of a church should be at peace, that

they may advance in divine knowledge. It is the duty of

every member of a church to study divinity; and to fill his

mind with knowledge respecting all the great objects, that

are placed before us by the light of divine truth. Each

member of a church is also bound to labor for the instruc-

tion and advancement of all the other members in divine

knowledge. For this purpose, the members of a church

must be engaged in reading on religious subjects, as well

as in hearing instruction. They must also be more engaged

in retired meditation and prayer, than in social meetings.

When the members of a church are at peace among them-

selves, they can easily perform these duties. And then

they will increase in knowledge ; and shine as lights in the

world. But when discord and contention exist in a church,

its members are engaged about the subjects of difference

and dispute. In such a state they do not advance in divine
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knowledge. But they are apt to run into errors, and to

embrace delusion and deceit, that they may justify their

unholy conduct and maintain their unhappy contentions.

2. The members of a church should be at peace, that they

may advance in christian love. Christians are bound, by
the most solemn and endearing considerations, to love their

brethren. And the members of every church should see

that brotherly love continues and increases and prevails

among themselves. But true love cannot enter and dwell

among the members of a church, who have the spirit of

discord and division. Such an evil spirit must be removed

and a spirit of peace must reign, before true love can exist

and continue. By the purity and excellence of holy love

with its happy effects, the members of a church are urged

to be at peace. Then there will be nothing to prevent the

existence and the increase of christian love in their hearts

and in their lives.

3. The members of a church should be at peace among
themselves, that they may advance in holy joy. It is the

duty, as well as the privilege, of christians and of churches,

to rejoice with pure and holy delight. For such rejoicing

they have abundant and decisive reasons. And holy joy

always follows and attends true peace, both in the hearts of

christians and in the churches of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Christians ought to rejoice always and in all things. Their

holy joy should be constant and complete. Such joy is the

best pledge of heavenly happiness, that christians can re-

ceive in this dark vale of tears. But holy joy can never

exist in any church nor in any christian, without that peace,

which the Saviour gives ; and which he requires his church-

es to maintain. That the members of a church may truly

rejoice together in God and in the hope of his glory,

amidst all their afflictions and sorrows on earth, they must

be at peace among themselves.

4. The strength of a church depends on the existence

of peace among its several members. Christian churches

have great need of strength, they have numerous and pow-
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erful and subtle enemies, who constantly watch and labour

for their destruction. The whole world, in its principles,

practice and pleasures, opposes the true churches of Jesus

Christ. The god of this world goeth about, as a roaring

lion, seeking whom he may devour. And there are many
false and corrupt teachers, who are the slaves of Satan, but

yet profess to be the servants of Jesus Christ. These fool-

ish and wicked men lie in wait to deceive and to destroy

such churches, as maintain the doctrines and obey the pre-

cepts of the gospel. Should such churches become weak-

ened by internal divisions, and contentions, they will easily

fall into the hands of their external enemies. When the

members of a church contend among themselves, they do

the very work their enemies wish to have done. If then

the members of a church would be so strong, as to be able

to stand in an evil day ; and to withstand their numerous
enemies, they must be very careful to have their " feet shod

with the preparation of the gospel of peace."

5. By being at peace among themselves, the members
of a church are prepared to wait upon God, in all the du-

ties of religion. In the spirit of peace they are prepared

for religious conversation, in their common and daily inter-

course. In the spirit of peace, they are prepared to offer their

prayers and their praises unto God, in their private meet-

ings. And in the spirit of peace, they are prepared to unite

in the service and enjoyments of public worship. Their

prayers and praise in the house of God, on his holy and

blessed day, ascend with peculiar acceptance and delight,

when they have, in their hearts and on their lips, that di-

vine peace, which is peculiar to the children of God.' They
do also hear the gospel of peace with holy consolation and

enjoyment, when they " keep the unity of the Spirit in the

bond of peace." And above all, is the peace of God neces-

sary and delightful, when his children surround his table,

to commemorate the death of their Redeemer and to re-

new their covenant with their heavenly Father and their

christian brethren. Without the spirit of peace, christians
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cannot receive, even at the Lord's table, the special tokens

of his friendship and favour. But by having peace among

themselves, the members of achurch are prepared^for the

proper and delightful performance of all the private and

public, the common and special duties of religion. Once

more

—

6. If the members of a church would enjoy the special

presence of God, they must be at peace among themselves.

God cannot dwell in the midst of enmity and contention.

" God is love." And he is called " the God of love and

peace." To the saints at Corinth the apostle writes, " Be
perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace

;

and the God of love and peace shall be with you." When
God is present to instruct, direct and comfort his people,

by his holy and blessed influence, they have the highest

honor they can receive and the greatest favor they can

enjoy in this life. And if the members of a church will

only live in peace among themselves, they will be honored

and blessed with the special presence of their heavenly

Father. Need anything more be said to induce the mem-
bers of a christian church to be at peace among them-

selves ? Let every member of every church hear and

receive the gracious words of the Prince of peace :
" Bles-

sed are the peace-makers ; for they shall be called the children of

God."

Having considered the proper formation of a christian

church ; having inquired how the members of such a church

may be at peace among themselves ; and having shown why
they should do what is necessary for this important pur

pose ;
nothing now remains but an improvement and appli-

cation of the subject. And

—

1. Since a church, that is properly formed together?

publicly professes the essential doctrines of the gospel,

every teacher of a church ought to see how its members
stand in respect to these doctrines. These doctrines are

so plain, so simple and so consistent, that they are under-
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stood, believed and loved by babes in Christ, although they

be hid from the wise and the prudent of this world. And
the teachers of churches should search and see, whether

their members love, or hate the truth. They ought to

examine their members respecting the doctrine of the

Trinity. For if it be not true, that God exists in three per.

sons, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who are

distinct in personality, yet the same in essence and equal

in every divine perfection ; the holy scriptures are not

true. Nor is there any foundation to hope, that any sinner

can be saved from the curse of the law and the power of sin.

Again

—

, Teachers ought to examine their churches respecting the

doctrine of election. For if it be not true, that God has

chosen and appointed a certain number of the human race

unto salvation, according to the counsel of his own will,

there is no reason to hope, that any sinner ever will be

saved. The doctrine of atonement is an essential doctrine

of the gospel. For if the Lord Jesus Christ has not, by

his death on the cross, made an atonement for the sins of

the whole world, the scriptures are not true : and our

preaching is vain ; and the faith of christian believers is

also vain.

The doctrine of justification is also an essential doctrine

of the gospel ; and it ought to be publicly professed and

maintained, in its simplicity and purity, by every christian

church. For if sinners, who truly believe on the Lord

Jesus Christ, are not saved from eternal punishment

through faith in his name, the scriptures are not true.

Nor is there, for any human being, the least hope of de-

liverance from endless misery. If the doctrine of regene-

ration be not true, the scriptures are false. And there is

no reason to hope that any human being will ever be saved.

For all mankind, as they are born into the world, whatever

means may be used for their instruction, conversion and

salvation, will persist in their enmity against God and the
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law, against Jesus Christ and the gospel, unless their hearts

be renewed by the sovereign aod special influence of the

Holy Spirit. The doctrine of the final perseverance of

every person, who has been born of the Spirit, is an essen-

tial doctrine of the gospel, or the scriptures are not true.

Nor is there any hope, that even any christian will be saved.

For true christians are so imperfect in this life and beset

by so many temptations, that they never will stand in the.

doctrines and duties of the gospel, unless they be kept by

the power of God through faith unto salvation. The doc-

trine of total depravity is to be publicly professed by every

christian church ; or else true christians cannot publicly

profess what they see and know and feel respecting them-

selves to be true. Nor can they profess what they know
is plainly taught in the scriptures. Nor can they pro-

fess what they see to be, essentially, intimately and evi-

dently, connected with the whole system of divine truth.

Nor can they profess what is abundantly evident from the

opinions, the feelings and the actions of mankind in all

ages and in all nations of the world. A religious teacher,

or a religious' professor, who denies what is properly in

tended by the total depravity of all mankind by nature,

affords no evidence of having the least sight, or sense of

the gospel of the grace of God. Again

—

The doctrine of the endless punishment of every person,

who lives and dies without repentance towards God and

faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ, is an essential v and

very important doctrine of the gospel. If this doctrine be

not true, the Bible is not true. Nor can God show the

strength of his goodness, nor the beauty of his justice, in

the deserved condemnation and punishment of sinful and

guilty and hateful creatures.

The doctrines, which have now been mentioned, com.

pose that strong and lovely girdle, which every christian

ought to gird around his loins and always wear, as the

first part of the armour of God ; which all christians are

3
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commanded to take unto themselves. These essential doc-

trines of the gospel every christian church and every chris-

tian professor ought, publicly and firmly, to profess and to

maintain. And the teachers of the churches ought to

search and see, whether their members understand, believe

and love these doctrines. If they are truly settled in these

doctrines, they will stand in the evil day against the deceit,

the power and the malice of earth and hell. They will

stand against infidels and errorists of every description.

They will stand against Atheists and Deists, Socinians and

Arians. They will stand against Unitarians as they call

themselves ; and against all other heretics, who deny, or

corrupt the doctrine of the Trinity. They will stand against

Arminians, whether they appear under the colours of Wes-

ley
; or whatever profession, or appearance, they may as-

sume. They will stand against Antinomians, notwithstand-

ing their lofty pretences to orthodoxy; and their zealous

and confident professions of experimental' piety. They
will stand against Universalists, though they have so many
refuges of lies and so many subtle and flattering perver-

sions of the holy scriptures. Nor will the} be allured and

deceived, by Calvinists and Hopkinsians, into hard-kink'd and

perplexing refinements, whether they be metaphysical, or

theological. But such churches and professors, as are not

instructed and settled in these essential doctrines of the

gospel, by the power and grace of the Holy Spirit, will be

shaken and removed and destroyed, by the floods of error

and delusion, that are rising and spreading over the face of

the whole earth. Let the teachers of the churches, then,

search their members ; and see, who are formed together

in the truth.

2. Since the members of a church, that is rightly formed
together, bind themselves, by a mutual covenant, to obey
the requirements of the gospel, the pastors of churches

ought to examine their members in respect to religious

duties. They ought to search and see, whether the mem-
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bers of their churches truly obey the gospel and are faith-

ful to their covenant. Holy love is the essence of obedi-

ence to the gospel ; as it is also the essence and perfection

of moral virtue. Such love is pure, perfect, impartial,

universal and disinterested. Such love leads-true christians

to deny themselves and to seek the glory of God and the

interests of his holy kingdom, as the supreme object of

their attention, affection, exertion and enjoyment. Such

love leads christians to know and to approve the perfec-

tions, purposes and conduct of the living and true God.

By such love christians are led to see the vileness and the

guilt of sin ; and to condemn and abhor themselves for

their iniquities. They do also love the pure and perfect

law of God and his justice in the condemnation and pun-

ishment of sinners. And by true love they are led to see

and admire the exceeding riches of divine grace in the

gospel. And they do also esteem and love the Holy Sa-

viour, whom they know to be God manifest in the flesh.

Upon his precious blood, which was shed on the cross, they

rely for pardon and life with pure and holy confidence. In

the spirit of love christians renounce the world, the flesh

and Satan ; and consecrate themselves entirely and for-

ever, with all their powers and talents with all their

property and influence, to the service and praise of

the Lord Jesus Christ. And for his name's sake, they

rejoice to labor and to sutler. With holy love in their

hearts, christians cannot neglect the duties of the closet,

nor of the family, nor of the Lord's day.- Nor can they

neglect the afflicted and needy members of the Saviour's

spiritual body. With holy love in their hearts, they, who
are " taught in the word, will communicate unto him, that

teacheth, in all good things." Such love binds a christian

to the cross and enables him to say, " God forbid that I

should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by

whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world."

The members of a church, who walk in the spirit of



love, are united to the Lord Jesus Christ; they "are
members of his body, of his flesh and of his bones." Nor
can they be severed from him, by the utmost deceit, power
and malice of earth and hell. Christians of this stamp are

the light of the world and the salt of the earth ; though
they be destitute, afflicted, tormented. Such christians

will stand, in faithful obedience to the gospel, against every
wind of doctrine and every deluge of wickedness. But
without the spirit of disinterested benevolence and gen-

uine self-denial, no church and no professor of the gospel,

will stand on the day of thorough trial and of decisive

conflict. It is high time, then, for every pastor to examine

his own flock in respect to the spirit and the obedience,

which the gospel requires. He ought to search and see,

what members in the church under his care, are faithful

and what members are unfaithful to their public profes-

sion and solemn covenant.

3. Since a church;, in order to be rightly formed, must
adopt that method of government which the Lord Jesus

Christ has established by his supreme authority, every

church ought to be guarded and to be watchful against

ministers in respect to this subject. Even pious ministers

are constantly tempted to strengthen themselves, by such

power and influence, as the gospel forbids and condemns.

But into the professed ministry of the gospel, have entered

many ambitious and worldly men. With their proud and
selfish hearts, they cannot bear to sit at the feet of Jesus

and to hear his holy and humbling instructions. They
scorn to be his servants in feeding the sheep and the lambs

of his flock. They seek and labor to feed themselves and

their families with worldly riches, honors and pleasures.

For this purpose they must rise in the world and be able

to command attention and reverence from worldly people.

They love names and titles of distinction. They love anti-

christian offices and emoluments. They watch to form an

abominable and devilish coalition between civil govern-

ments and ecclesiastical tyranny. That they may crown
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their own heads with the horns of a beast, they will take

from christian churches the liberty and privilege of being

governed by the perfect and supreme authority and ordi-

nances of the Lord Jesus Christ. But, there is only one

proper method of ecclesiastical government. And this

method renders every christian church, in respect to gov-

ernment, entirely independent of all other churches and of

all ministers; and of all bodies, whether political, or eccle-

siastical ; and of every being in the universe, except the

Lord Jesus Christ, " who is the head over all things to the

church, which is his body, the fulness of him, that filleth

all in all.'
7 It becomes all the churches to be obedient and

faithful to their king and judge, to their teacher and law-

giver. They must not renounce his supreme authority,

nor depart from his plain, simple and perfect method of

government. If churches once depart from the govern-

ment of the Lord Jesus Christ, they fall into the delusions

of satan. And then, like him, they may go to and fro in

the earth ; and walk up and down in it ; but they can find

no place of rest, or safety. If churches turn from Him,

who walks in the midst of the golden candle-sticks and

holds the stars in, his right hand, they will first apply for

directions and decisions to associations of ministers. Then
there must be Consociations. Then they must introduce

Presbyterianism. Under this absurd method of govern-

ment, christians are carried from Jesus Christ to the church

session, and from the church session to the presbytery

;

and from the presbytery to the synod ; and from the synod

to the general assembly. Diocesan Episcopacy, arch-

bishops and bishops with their anti-christian offices and

titles, their inferior clergy, their human inventions and

superstitious ceremonies, may as well follow. Next may
come cardinals and capuchins, friars, monks and nuns, with

the farrago of papal hierarchy. Then it is easy and very

grand indeed, to have the devil for the head of the church

;

and to obey and worship him, in the person of the pope.
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Into such monstrous fooleries and ridiculous abominations,

have churches been lead by worldly and ambitious clergy-

men.. And all the churches have reason now to fear, lest

by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve, through his

subtilty, so they be corrupted from the simplicity, that is

in Christ.

4. Since it is necessary to the regular establishment of

christian churches, that they should choose and appoint

proper officers, the members and the ministers of churches

ought to attend to this important service. Ministers ought

to instruct churches respecting the officers they should

choose and appoint. And churches ought to receive and

to obey the instructions of the gospel in this respect. Now
it is certain, that every church ought to have one settled

minister. And from scripture, from reason, from observa-

tion and from experience, it appears highly desirable, if not

absolutely necessary, to the proper instruction, order and

growth of a church, that it should have two settled minis-

ters ; the one to be pastor and the other teacher. Every

church should choose and appoint, from its own members,

a number of brethren to the office of ruling elders. A
church should also choose and appoint deacons; and, in

some instances, they ought to appoint deaconesses. Let a

church, on principles that are strictly scriptural, be form-

ed together in truth and love ; and have no head, but the

Lord Jesus Christ ; and also appoint such officers, as are

necessary to the regular and faithful performance of every

service, that the interests of the whole body and of every

member may require. Then the church will appear " beau-

tiful as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army
with banners." Until churches be properly formed togeth-

er and be furnished with proper officers, they cannot firm-

ly stand against the powers of darkness. But, though all

the churches, that now exist, be shaken ; and though many
of the churches fall to rise no more

;
yet soon shall church,

es arise and shine and fill the whole earth with the knowl-
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edge of the glory of God. In the mean time, let the min-

isters and the professors of the gospel be careful, that they

receive, encourage and establish nothing, in respect to doc-

trine, or duty, or government, or official servants, in church,

es, but what is plainly supported by Jesus Christ and the

spirit of truth in the holy scriptures. And let christian

ministers and christian professors of every denomination

pray and study that they may know and do the whole will

of God, as it is taught in his word ; and so be perfect and

entire, wanting nothing. ! when will God shine out of

Zion, the perfection of beauty ; and the whole earth be fill-

ed with his glory ?

5. Prom the importance of having peace among the

members of a church, it may be inferred, that churches

should be watchful and cautious about the admission ofnew

members into their body. The admission of improper per-

sons into a church is a common occasion of trouble, confu-

sion and disorder in churches. A concern of so great im-

portance to the whole church and to every member of it,

as the admission of a new member, ought to awaken the

attention and excite the vigilance of all its members. This

important concern ought not to be left, wholly, nor chiefly,

with the minister ; nor with the ruling elders. The whole

church ought to be awake and to use all their senses, in at-

tending to candidates for admission to their holy commu-

nion. And it is only by the consent and the decision of

the whole church, being united with one heart and one

voice, that any new member should be added to their body.

There cannot be communion, between the members of a

church, without love. And there cannot be love, without

knowledge. And there cannot be knowledge, merely from

the opinions and reports of other persons. The churches

ought to awake and to act in respect to this subject, in

such a manner, that they can safely meet the Lord Jesus

Christ and answer for their conduct with joy and not with

grief.
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6. From what is necessary, that the members of a

church may be at peace among themselves, it may be in-

ferred, that a church ought to exclude, from its body, such

members, as are, essentially and evidently, destitute of the

peaceful spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ. They, who have
not his spirit, will be false, unjust, unkind, unfaithful and

unsubmissive. On every thorough trial of their hearts,

they will appear to have the spirit of Satan. They will

think and feel and speak and act like Cain, like Esau, like

Achan, like Saul, like Judas, like Ananias and Sapphira. If

a single person with such a spirit; and thinking, feeling,

speaking and acting in such a manner, belong to a church,

it is not possible, that the members of it should be at peace

among themselves. If, then, it be the duty of christian

churches, as well as their privilege, to be at peace among
themselves, they must exclude, from their holy communion,
every person, who appears to be, essentially, destitute of the

pure and peaceful spirit of the Prince of peace. The dis-

course shall now be closed

—

7. By addressing a few words to the pastor elect of the

church in this place.

Christian Brother—If you do not now arise, in view of

the state of our churches ; and of the duty ol him, who is

to be the teacher and pastor of this church, in weakness

and in fear and much trembling
;
you have no reason to

think, that you are fitted for the office of the ministry.

But may not I take from your heart, dear brother, this

fearful exclamation, u Who is sufficient for these things ?
7 '

Permit me, then, to whisper to your trembling heart, from

the mouth of the Lord Jesus Christ, these precious words,
" My grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength is made
perfect in weakness." Be strong, then, my brother ;

" be

strong in the Lord and in the power of his might. Put on

the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand

against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
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against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against

spiritual wickedness in high places. Therefore, take unto

yourself the whole armour of God, that you may be able to

withstand in the evil day; and having done all, to stand.

Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about with truth

;

and having on the breast-plate of righteousness ;
and your

feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace

;

above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall

be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked ;
and

take the helmet of salvation ; and the sword of the Spirit,

which is the word of God : praying always with all prayer

and supplication in the Spirit and watching thereunto with

all perseverance and supplication for all saints." Study and

pray, dear brother, until you fully understand and obey this

divine requirement respecting the armour of God. And
" Grace be unto you ; and peace from God the Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ." " Peace to the brethren," in this

church, " and love with faith from God the Father and the

Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all them, that love our

Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen."

3



CONGREGATIONALISM.

'The subscribers instructed and influenced by the Provi-

dence, Spirit and Word of the only living and true God,

form themselves into a Church, to be named and called

—

For the foundation of their union and fellowship and the

expression of their sentiments and obligations, they approve

and adopt the following profession, covenant and discipline :

PROFESSION.

I.

We believe and acknowledge the existence of the only

living and true God ; who has, in his nature, every Divine

property and in his character every mental and moral per-

fection ; who is the Creator, Preserver and Governor of all

creatures and all worlds ; and the only worthy object of

Supreme reverence, affection, obedience, confidence and

enjoyment.

II.

We believe and acknowledge the unchangeable perfec-

tion of the Divine law, which requires every rational and

moral being to be holy ; and the rectitude and benevolence

of God, in his sanction of the law, on the penalty of his

displeasure.
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III.

We believe and acknowledge ourselves to be free, moral

subjects of the Divine government ; and to be bound, by

our mental powers and relations to our Creator and our

fellow creatures and by our duty to ourselves, to maintain

and manifest true and supreme love to God and impartial

affection to our fellow creatures and ourselves.

IV.

We acknowledge and confess our departure from God

and our transgression of his law ; and our need of Divine

instruction, influence and mercy for the knowledge and

performance of our duty ; and the attainment of repentance

and forgiveness, sanctification and redemption.

V.

We acknowledge and receive the Holy Scriptures, which

are contained in the Bible, to be given by Divine inspira-

tion
; that they came, not by the will of man, but by holy

men of God, who wrote as they were moved by the Holy

Spirit; and that they are,by*his power and grace, a perfect

rule and guide for human beings, who receive and obey

the Lord Jesus Christ, to holiness and salvation.

COVENANT.

I.

We receive the Sacred Scriptures for our instruction,

guidance and comfort in this state of trial ; and we promise

and covenant, in the presence of God, angels and men, to

walk according to the light of Divine truth, as God shall,

by his Word, Spirit and Providence, teach and show us his

will and our duty.
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II.

With repentance towards God and faith toward our Lord

Jesus Christ, we choose and receive the Almighty ever

blessed and ever gracious JEHOVAH, the Father, and

Son and Holy Spirit, as he reveals himself in his Word and

shows himself in his Works of creation, providence and

redemption, to be our God and Father, our Saviour and

Redeemer and our Sanctifier and Comforter.

III.

We promise and covenant to maintain the knowledge

and worship of God, in the ordinances of his appointment,

by the word, spirit and discipline of the one true Gospel

of his wisdom, power and grace.

IV.

We promise and covenant to love and serve God and our

Lord Jesus Christ, by the truth and grace of the Divine

Spirit, in humble and faithful obedience to his require-

ments.

V.

We will study and labor to promote and advance the

glory and kingdom of God, by Christian affection, forbear-

ance and kindness to the members of this church and the

churches and children of our God and Saviour ; and we
will be watchful and prayerful to maintain the spirit and

follow the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, for the in-

struction, repentance, conversion and salvation of impeni-

tent transgressors.

DISCIPLINE.

I.

A church consists of christian believers, who unite and

bind themselves, by a publick profession of the gospel and
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a mutual covenant, to maintain religious communion in the

worship and service of God and the ordinances of his ap-

pointment.

II.

Such a company have the power, which the Lord Jesus

Christ has given to his disciples, to maintain and exercise

in his name, the order and discipline, which he has estab-

lished and enjoined, by his supreme authority in the Scrip-

tures, for the peace, comfort, purity and happiness of his

churches.

III.

A church may exist and is authorized and obligated to

judge and act, in respect to its interests and concerns, in-

dependently of any other body, civil or religious, before

the election and appointment of its official servants.

IV.

It is the duty and privilege of a church to choose and ap-

point its own servants, who are bound to promote its spir-

itual interests, in the duties of their appointment.

The ordinary and necessary servants of a church are

ministers of the Gospel and deacons ; and a church has a

right to appoint its members to the performance of any ser-

vice that may be accounted necessary, or expedient, for the

advancement of its spiritual interests.

VI.

It is the office and duty of a minister to preside in the

church, to preach the Gospel, to administer the sacra-

ments ; and to watch and labor, publickly and privately, for

the spiritual and eternal welfare of the souls committed to

his charge.



30

VII.

It is the office and duty of deacons to perform any stat-

ed or occasional service, which is assigned by the church

;

and particularly to serve the church in the administration of

the Eucharist and their communication of the charity to re-

lieve and supply the necessities of its needy members.

VIII.

A church is bound, by its covenant and the requirements

of the Scriptures, to be attentive to the conduct and state

of its members ; to maintain and manifest Christian affec-

tion and sympathy and to watch and labor for the preven-

tion of unchristian and disorderly conversation and beha-

vior.

IX.

If a member of a church do any injury, or commit any of-

fence against another member, it is his duty to go, without

delay, to the one he has injured or offended ; and make an

acknowledgment and confession of his fault; and render

satisfaction to his injured or offended brother.

X.

Whenever a member of a church is guilty of a scandalous

offence, it is the duty of any other member, who has a

knowledge of it, to go directly to the offender; and to pro-

ceed with him, according to the instructions of our Lord
Jesus Christ, in the eighteenth chapter of the Gospel by

Matthew.

XI.

No one ought to bring a complaint against a member of

a church, before the body, unless he be satisfied of just

cause for complaint and evidence of the offence ; and until

he has taken the private methods to convince and reclaim

him.
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XII.

A Church ought not to receive a complaint against a

member, unless it be brought by two, or three, who testify

that the private methods to reclaim him have been taken,

without success ; and that he ought to be called to an ac-

count by the church.

XIII.

A church ought, by a publick sentence, to excommunicate
every offending member, who persists in his offence, or

who does not afford evidence of repentance and reforma.

tion, after they have dealt with him according to the Scrip-

tures.

XIV.

An excommunicated person may not be restored, but on
a publick confession of his sin, a profession of repentance

and reformation of his conduct.

XV.

It is the duty of every church and of every member of a

church to make constant progress in knowledge, holiness,

usefulness and happiness, that they may adorn the doctrine

of God their Saviour in all things. Amen.



THE PROTESTANT PURITAN'S LEGACY.

The May-flower on New England's coast has furl'd her tattered sail,

And through her chafd and moaning shrouds December's breezes wail
;

Tet on that icy deck, behold a meek but dauntless band,

Who, for the right to worship God, have left their native land ;

And to this dreary wilderness the glorious boon they bring

—

" A Church without a Bishop—a State without a King."

Those daring men, those gentle wives, say, wherefore do they come ?

Why rend they all the tender ties of kindred and of home ?

'Tis Heaven assigns their noble work, man's spirit to unbind
;

They come not for themselves alone—they come for all mankind ;

And to the empire of the West this glorious boon they bring

—

" A Church without a Bishop—a State without a King."

Then Prince and Prelate, hope no more to bend them to your sway

—

Devotion's fire inflames their breasts, and freedom points their way,

And in their brave heart's estimate, 't were better not to be,

Than quail beneath a despot, where the soul cannot be free ;

And therefore o'er a wintry wave, those exiles come to bring,

" A Church without a Bishop—a State without a King."

And still their spirit, in their sons, with freedom walks abroad

—

The Bible is our only creed—our only sovereign, Goi> !

The hand is raised—the word is spoke—the joyful pledge is given

—

And boldly on our banner floats, in the free air of Heaven,

The motto of our sainted sires, and loud we make it ring

—

" A Church without a Bishop—a State without a King."

Pkovtdence, Thursday, 31st August, 1865.






