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THE EARLY SERVICES
or
FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON,

IN
INDIA.

WITH THE OFFICIAL AND OTHER DISPATCHES.

To Colonel Murray.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 12th June, 1803*.

I am sorry to hear so bad an account of the pontoons. I
suspected that the roads would not be very good when the
rains commenced ; and for that reason, as well as because I
expect that the rivers will fill between the 14th and 20th, I
wished that the pontoons should leave Panwell on the 8th,
at latest.

<You have done every thing you could do; and I daresay
that when Lieut. Goodfellow shall arrive at Panwell, many
of the difficulties of which Captain Young complains will be
removed.

¢ When we quitted Poonah, Captain Graham was advancing
rapidly with the soucars; and I make no doubt but that in a
short time he will have been able to procure from them a
sufficient supply for this body of troops; and I hoped that
your paymaster would be able to make equal progress.

‘You should not confine your dealings to one soucar.
Open a communication with every soucar in Poonah, and
take - money from any man who will give it to you for bills

* Memorial addressed to the Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scindiak by Lieut. Colonel
Collins, Chickley, 12th June, 1803,

¢ When Colonel Collins had the honor of an audience with Maharajah Dowlat
Rao Scindiah, on the 6th of Safter (28th May), the Colonel, by order of his Ex-
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General, urged many cogent reasons and
persuasions to induce the Maharajah to declare,without delay or reserve, whether
the late negotiations carried on between his court, the Rajah of Berar, and Jeswunt
Rao Holkar, had been entered into for the purpose of obstructing the completion
VOL. 11, B



4 THE MARHATTA WAR. 1803

expense to be incurred by the public on account of forage
during that period, without disobeying the orders of the
Commander in Chief.

< The object of the papers which you showed me last night
was, I understood, to convince me that additional expense
had been incurred during the period above alluded to, by the
officers commanding troops, of which I have no doubt; and
to apprize me that as the expense was not to be paid for the
period during which you and I are of opinion the grass cutters
could and ought to have supplied the forage, as well during
that which they could not, the officers commanding troops
were desirous not to receive any of it. It is unlucky that
they did not fully explain, when they made their represen-
tation, that they wanted an additional permanent allowance
to purchase forage, and not one merely to make good an
expense incurred in consequence of extraordinary circum-
stances: but at all events I wish to know whether I now
comprehend what was intended to be shown by those papers,
as I propose to recall the order which I issued on the 3rd of
June.

¢ Believe me, &ec.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Maxwell. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ My pEAR COLONEL, ¢ Camp, 13th June, 1803.

¢I return Mr. Duncan’s letter, and the copy of a paper
received this day from Colonel Stevenson. The latter ap-
pears to be a fiction. The demand of the contribution from
Mulcapoor could not have been made. Gopal Rao Bhow
could not have entered the Nizam’s territories; and Inglia
could not have marched without Colonel Collins’s knowledge,
and he says nothing of these events in his letter of the 6th
to Malcolm.

“I doubt Holkar's invasion of Guzerat, because the rains
have set in, and he cannot remain in that country with his
cavalry.

.‘It is very improbable that Scindiah’s man would have
yiclded possession of Bulsaur quietly, on the very day that

Holka,r came into the country., It is more likely that the
officer’s cavalry was Scindiah’s.
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< The patel of Nimgaum, however, told me this day, that
he had heard that Holkar marched from Chandore, five days
ago, for the Condabarry ghaut.

I learn from Mr. Duncan that he has not got for me one
carriage bullock, and not all the draught wanted even for
the bridge; and yet he requires me to march off at once to
the Attavesy!!!

¢ Believe me, &e.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ArRTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Stevenson.

¢« My pear COLONEL, < Camp at Angah, 14th June, 1803.

‘I received last night your letters of the 7th. I rather
doubt the intelligence enclosed therein, from Rajah Mohiput
Ram. 1T have letters from Colonel Collins, of a date as late
as the 6th, in which he does not mention ecither of these
events, with which he certainly would have been acquainted,
and would have noticed if they had been true.

3 Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, however, have certainly
met ; and a few days will, I think, brmg to a decision the
questlon of peace or war.

‘ITam at present encamped about twenty miles to the
southward of Ahmednuggur, and I intend to seize that place
immediately, if there should be a war. I shall afterwards
cross the Godavery, and act in co-operation with the troops
under your command.

I wish you to move towards Aurungabad, with a view to
be prepared to make the arrangements at that place which I
informed you that the Nizam’s government had in contem-
plation, as soon as you shall receive a communication of their
wishes upon the subject. These arrangements will, it is to
be hoped, secure that place, which is a very great object
gained. In the mean time, if Baba Inglia, or Gopal Rao
Bhow, or any other Marhatta chief should enter the Nizam’s
territorities, he must be beaten out, and cut up, if possible.
If such a one should come within a forced march or two of
your cavalry, I recommend to you to dash at him, taking with
you the Company’s and the Nizam’s cavalry.

¢I do not wish you to move your main body from Aurun-
gabad, till that post shall have been secured : but cven if the
chiefs you have mentioned, or any other Marhatta chiefs, not
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having a greater number of troops than those stated, should
presume to enter the Nizam's territories, at too great a
distance for you to march with your Company’s cavalry, 1
think that the fiery Nabobs ought to be slipped against them
without loss of time.

< Indeed, in my opinion, it would be best if you were to
keep the Nabobs in motion at some distance from you, at
all events ; and thus prevent these wandering small parties
of Marhattas, who, I suspect, will be disavowed by all the
great chiefs, from entering the Nizam's territories. If these
small parties, or even the great chiefs, can be terrified into
tranquillity, for a short time, the game will be won ; they
will become tired and will immediately disperse to seek for
plunder elsewhere.

< If the question of peace or war should remain undecided
for any length of time, I must still remain to the southward
of the Godavery, till I can seize Ahmednuggur. In that
case, I shall be either on the road to Puttun, or on that from
Poonah to Aurungabad ; and your hircarrahs will find me on
one or the other. I shall let you know which, as soon as I
shall have found out on which there is most forage.

«If, by the slowness and indecision of all transactions in
which the Marhattas are concerned, I should be detained on
this side of the Godavery till that river shall have filled,
which I think probable, I must get you to speak to Mohiput
Ram and Sookroodoor to collect boats for me at Toka, at
which place I propose to cross, if possible. Tokais, I believe,
within the Nizam’s territories, and is the place at which the
last of the rivers that fill the Godavery falls into it. Itis on
the road from Poonah to Aurungabad.

‘ Believe me, &c.

¢ Colonel Stevenson. < ArrBUR WELLESLEY.

“ I have just received your letters of the 8th and 9th, which
make no alterations nccessary in the above.’

To Lieut. General Stuart.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp at Angah, 14th June, 1803.
< Nothing particular has occurred since I last wrote to you
¢The Marhatta sirdars are still at Poonah, waiting, as I

understood from Colonel Close, to take leave of the Peshwah.
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But they all say that they will come forward, as soon as they
shall have performed that ceremony.

<The Peshwah has promised to write to Scindiah to desire
him not to advance to Poonah, but he had not yesterday
written his letter.

¢ Matters remained nearly in the same state in Scindiah’s
camp ; but the Rajah of Berar acknowledged on the 5th, that
he had received the letter written to him by the Governor:
General, with the treaty of Bassein.

<1 enclose a report which I received yesterday, written by
a gentleman employed to take possession of the districts
ceded to the Company to the northward of Surat. These
districts had been occupied by an officer of Dowlut Rao
Scindiah, under a sunnud from Ballojee Koonger, Scindiah’s
vakeel, and the Peshwah’s former minister. The possession
was refused to the British Government by Scindiah’s officer,
and Mr. Inglis had that day obtained it partly by threats;
and by showing a detachment under Captain Horton going
to take possession of the fort of Parneira.

< Along with this report there came another, written by a
native, on the 5th of June, from the ghaut, stating that
Holkar had gone towards Dhar, in Malwa. 1 know also that
Holkar had not marched from the neighbourhood of Chan-
dore on the 2nd.

< Upon the whole, therefore, I do not believe that Holkar
is gone into Guzerat. It is my opinion that if he had been
so near as is supposed, Scindiah’s officer, who must have
known it, would not have given up the districts on that same
day to Mr. Inglis. Even if Scindiah and Holkar had not
made peace, the officer would have known that the conse-
quence of his entry must have been confusion, during which
he could hold the district with impunity. It is much more
probable that the party of horse seen by the officer of the
86th. belonged to Scindiah, and that they were posted on
the road to prevent Mr. Inglis from communicating with
Surat; and indeed if they really had belonged to Holkar,
they would either have cut up the officer of the 86th, or if
they did not do that they would not have said that they
were his troops

< There is a letter also of the 7th, from Mr. Inglis to
Mr. Duncan, in which not a word is said of the supposed
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irruption of Holkar, and no account of it has been received
from Surat.

<1 have desired Colonel Stevenson to move up to Aurung-
abad, in order to be prepared to secure that place from the
present soubahdar, as soon as the Nizam shall expressa wish
to that effect. \

<1 am now about twenty miles to the southward of Ahmed-
nuggur. The country has suffered much, but I contrive to
get a little forage.

< T have the honor to be, &e.
¢ Lieut. General Stuart.’ ¢ ArTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ SIR, ¢Camp, 15th June, 1803*.

< Amrut Rao’s vakeel has just been with me, and has ex-
pressed a most anxious wish to have an answer to his letter.
He says that Amrut Rao has seen a letter from Anund Rao
Holkar to Jeswunt Rao, in which the former states that the
Peshwah had informed him that Amrut Rao was in treaty
with the English, and his Highness recommended that Jes-
wunt Rao Holkar should seize him. Amrut Rao, therefore,
pretends to apprehend that he is in some danger in his pre-
sent situation at Nassuck, and he has desired to have aletter
from me, authorizing him to come to Sungum-nair, or even
to this camp, for protection; or that I should consent to his
increasing his forces so as to provide for his own safety.

In answer I told him, that I saw clearly that Amrut Rao’s
situation was delicate, but that I could do no more than urge
the Peshwah to state what answer should be given to this

* Memorandum transmitted by Lieut. Colonel Close, Resident at Poonakh, to the
Governor General.

‘His Highness the Peshwah, having been made acquainted with the substance
of the correspondence between Amrut Rao and Major General Wellesley, is satis-
fied that his brother is disposed to return to his family, and to abandon the re-
bellious. The Peshwah, therefore, is inclined, from motives of mercy, to forget
what has passed, and it is his intention to allow Amrut Rao (on his returning to
the path of his duty) country to the amount of four lacs per annum, as long as
he continnes to obey the Peshwal’s orders, and resides wherever he may be
directed. This offer will be made to Amrut Rao by Major General Wellesley,
who will inform him, at the same time, that he must come up to camp in ten
days after the receipt of this offer, or else it will not be considered valid, and
he will be then treated as a rebel, and an enemy to the state.’
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letter; that if I advised him to go to Sungum-nair, he mighg
be disturbed by the Peshwah'’s troops ; that if I advised him
to come here, I might be obliged to reduce him to the alter-
native of staying without a provision from the Peshwah, or
of going off again, if his Highness should not consent to
pardon him; and that, besides, his Highness might have
some reason to complain if I was to receive into my camp,
as a friend, a person whom he should consider as an enemy.

<In respect to his proposal, that I would consent to his
increasing his forces, I could not recommend that measure,
as I knew that he must provide for them by the plunder of
the country, which would only bring him into fresh diffi-
culties.

“ The vakeel then remonstrated respecting the plunder of
Amrut Rao’s servants at Poonah, and other places within
the Peshwah’s reach, in which they resided. In answer to
this I observed, that this misfortune was the consequence of
the state of enmity in which the brothers were, and that their
reconciliation would be the only remedy for it. In answer
to his request, that we should interfere in their favor, I
observed, that would produce no good, and might probably
draw from the Peshwah an observation, that we made friends
of his enemies. The vakeel then said, we can retaliate, and
have people in our power on whom we can be revenged. 1
answered, I could not recommend this, because it would be a
breach of Amrut Rao’s engagements with me, in consequence
of which I had undertaken to make his peace with the Pesh-
wah; that the principle of that measure was a desire on his
part to be forgiven by his sovereign, which desire would be
but ill manifested by an attack on his servants and adher-
ents. It is very desirable, on many accounts, that this man
should have an answer soon ; and I shall be obliged to you,
if you will urge the Peshwah to come to a decision on the
subject.

¢ The vakeel informed me that Holkar was about ten coss
from Chandore, and that he had built sheds to cover in his
horses for the monsoon.

<1 have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Lieut, Colonel Close.' ¢ ARTHUR ‘VELLESLEY.
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To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢« My pear CoLoNEL, ¢ Camp at Angah, 16th June, 1803.

1 have received your letter of the 14th. I sincerely
hope that you may succeed in getting us some bullocks, and
in bringing forward the brinjarries. I have got a few
bullocks from the Nizam’s country; but so few, that they
do not replace the casualties even amongst the Bombay
carriage bullocks.

¢« We have had rain, which has done much mischief to our
weak cattle. In short, nothing but the required assistance
from Poonah can keep us in the field.

<1 hear good accounts of Ahmednuggur; it is full of
every thing we want. The property of this country is
lodged there. The capture of that place will relieve our
immediate distresses, and will give every body spirits. But
the resources of Poonah must keep us in the field during
the rainy season.

¢ My people got there 3000 bullocks in one month, besides
the cattle purchased by individuals and bazaar people.

¢ Have you got any description of Ahmednuggur?

I received accounts of Holkar this morning. He was,
with all his army, Meer Khan, &c., at Abhoona, on the 10th;
this place is fifteen coss to the northward of Doorup. The
fall of rain had been very violent in that part of the country,
and his army was in the greatest distress. It was still re-
ported that he was going towards Guzerat. He had heard
of my march from Poonah, and arrival upon the Goor river.

‘1 had a letter yesterday from Colonel Stevenson, of the
10th : he had received accounts from Scindiah’s camp, stating
it was reported there that it was intended to attempt to
seize Holkar, if he should come to the proposed meeting.

¢ Colonel Stevenson’s man also writes him that the Nizam,
the Rajah of Berar, and Scindiah are on good terms; and
the Colonel appears to think that there was something in
this report, as the Nizam’s sirdars had not accompanied
him on his march that day, on the ground of their cattle
being out foraging. He therefore thinks of having recourse
to the measure he proposed before, in order, as he calls it,
to pledge the Nizam to his cause.

¢ Another reason for delaying to attempt to take pos-
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session of Savanore, till we are relieved from all apprehen-
sion to the northward, is the necessity of keeping my rear
quiet. I may get orders from Goklah and Appah Saheb to
their troops, but these will not obey them. A contest will
follow to a certainty, unless we should be very strong, which
we shall not be without General Stuart breaks up his army.
< Believe me, &ec.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close.’ ¢ ARTnurR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

< My pear CoLoONEL, ¢ Camp at Angah, 17th June, 1803,

¢ I have received your letter of the 15th, and I return the
enclosure.

¢1 hear this morning, from Amrut Rao’s vakeel, that
Holkar has crossed the Taptee, with an intention of in-
vading Guzerat. This intention may be carried into execu-
tion hereafter, but cannot at present, I should imagine. It
would be well, however, if Mr. Duncan were apprized of this
movement of Holkar’s army, in order that some troops may
be placed between the rivers Taptee and Nerbudda, where,
I believe, there are none at present.

¢ The best mode of settling with the ferrymen upon the
Beemah and Goor, will be to give them a monthly payment
for every body belenging to us, who, in consequence thereof,
must be allowed to pass without paying toll. Will you be
so kind as to have that matter settled? I am very anxious
for some description of Ahmednuggur.

¢ I suspect that the chiefs are coming forward ; but they
have spun out the time in order to allow the rivers to fill,
and that they may be late in showing themselves with this
army. If the rivers should fill before they march from
Poonah, they ought still to be forced to march, and to cross
the Beemah at different fords. One party as low down as
Gardoon. The party that passes there will be clear of the
Goor.

< The weather is still very bad and distresses us much. I
hope that the durbar will not deceive us respecting the
brinjarries.

< Believe me, &e.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close.’ ¢ Arruvi WELLESLEY.
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To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢« My pEAr COLONEL, é ¢ Camp, 18th June, 1803.

< I have received your letter of the 16th. I apprized you
yesterday of the intelligence I had received of Holkar’s
movements, which I believe to be authentic. A man came
in from his camp this morning, who says that he left him on
the 11th on his march to the northward ; that he appeared
to be in a hurry ; that he was making long marches, leaving
behind every body that could not keep up with him; and
that it was reported in his camp, not only that he intended
to cross the Taptee, but likewise the Nerbudda, and to go
into the Holkar territory to the northward of that river. I
think his crossing the Taptee at all, if he afterwards should
cross the Nerbudda, looks very like a break up of the con-
federacy. 1 do not think it probable that Holkar would
trust the defence of Chandore to Scindiah, if he is to be in-
volved in hostilities with us. It appears by the map that
Chickly is north of the Taptee: if that is the case, wiie con-
federates are all now north of that river; and we have
nothing to apprehend at present for the safety of the
Nizam’s territories.

 We are much distressed by the rain, and lose many
cattle. If you find that you cannot depend upon the Poonah
brinjarries, and if Collins still hangs on at Scindiah's durbar,
and I cannot take a decided step regarding Ahmednuggur ;
and if I learn from Colonel Stevenson that he can give me
no assistance in cattle or provisions, I must recross the
Beemah, in order to subsist. I do not think Colonel Steven-
son can give me any assistance, as I learn that rice sells in
his camp at the rate of four seers for a rupee; and I have
not got a grain of rice from the country since the 6th. In-
deed I am now shut out of the rice countries by the rivers.

¢ You see, therefore, that all depends upon your success
at Poonah, unless we should have a war; in which case I
expect that the capture of Ahmednuggur will set me up
again.

¢ It is very extraordinary that the Peshwah’s government
should have sent nobody to settle his country, which runs
from Poonah up to this place ; the people are in the villages,
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but there appears no government, nor indeed any thing ex-
cept thieving.
¢ Believe me, &ec.
¢ Licut. Colonel Close.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Murray.

< SIR, ¢« Camp near Angah, 18th June, 1803.

¢ T have received your letter of the 15th.

¢ I conclude that you continue to issue half a seer of rice
per diem, gratis, to the native troops; and if you do that, I
think it very immaterial what the price of rice may be in the
Poonah bazaar.

< If you should not have done so hitherto, you may as
well now issue the rice to the troops at that rate.

¢ We have been much distressed by the rain, and I am
very anxious indeed for the cattle.

< T have the honor to be, &c.,
¢ Colonel Murray. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Major Kirkpatrick.
¢ SIR, ¢ Camp at Angah, 18th June, 1803.
¢ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 10th
instant and its enclosures. I had already directed Colonel
Stevenson to march upon Aurungabad, and I now enclose a
copy of the instructions which I have given to that officer
with a view to the future security of that place.

“I understand that Meer Khan has withdrawn to the
northward, and it is probable that he has heard of the dis-
inclination of the Nizam’s government to hire all his troops.

« I have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Major Kirkpatrick. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Stevenson.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp at Angah, 18th June, 1803.
¢ I have the honor to enclose an extract of a letter, and a
copy of its enclosure, which I have received from Major Kirk-
patrick, from which it appears that it is the intention of the
Nizam’s government, that the person who has hitherto been
in charge of the fort of Aurungabad should be deprived of
his charge; that it should be dehvered to the person who
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may appear to Rajah Mohiput Ram, and the British officers,
to be most fit for the trust; and that such measures and
arrangements should be adopted as will tend to the security
of that fort, in case the course of operations should draw
the troops in the field to a distance from it.

I observe that Rajah Mohiput Ram is referred to me
upon all these points ; but as some time must elapse before
I can reach Aurungabad; and as it is a matter of the
utmost importance that that place should be as secure as it
can be made at the earliest possible period of time; and as
you know as well as I do, what measures ought to be
adopted upon this occasion, I must beg you to consult with
Rajah Mohiput Ram, and to make such arrangements for
the security of Aurungabad as you may think best.

¢ I think it probable that the garrison at present in Aurun-
gabad will refuse to give up the fort, unless an engagement
is made to pay them their arrears. Rajah Mohiput Ram
must determine whether the arrears are to be paid or not;
but, at all events, I request that the intention to make a
new arrangement for the defence of the fort may be kept
secret, till all your measures shall have been prepared to
take possession of it by force, if the garrison should refuse
to give it up.

<If Rajah Mohiput Ram should consent to pay the
arrears, and the troops should desire that you would en-
gage that they should be paid, you may make such an
engagement, first taking care to have from Rajah Mohiput
Ram a paper, by which he will engage that the Nizam’s
government shall pay the sum required within a month.

¢ When you have settled this point with Rajah Mohiput
Ram, you will call upon the commanding officer of the fort
of Aurungabad to give it up, and you will give him two
hours to consider of your demand.

« If the garrison should refuse to give up the fort on any
grounds, you must attack it, and get possession of it by
force; but I request you to give strict orders that the place
may not be plundered, and that no disorder may be com-
mitted by our troops who may be employed on this service.
The officers must recollect that many females of the Nizam’s
family are in Aurungabad, and that his Highness would be
more sensible of any injuries that they may suffer from the
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licentiousness of the troops, than he will be of the benefit
which his government might derive from their valor and
discipline.

* You will strongly urge Rajah Mohiput Ram to satisfy
the present garrison of Aurungabad regarding their arrears;
and will point out to him, as a motive for attending to your
recommendation, the possibility that disorders may be com-
mitted by the troops on taking possession of the place, if
they should be obliged to take it by force.

¢ After obtaining possession of the place, you will examine
it, and see what number of men, ordnance, stores, &c., are
necessary for its defence; you will call upon Rajah Mohiput
Ram to supply those men, &e., if possible without weakening
the force which is with you in the field; and you will make
an arrangement with him for the quantity of provisions that
may be required, which he also must take measures to lodge
in the fort.

It is reasonable to suppose that Rajah Mohiput Ram
must know best to whom' the Nizam is desirous of giving
charge of this fort in future, and you will place there as
killadar whomever he may point out.

< You will observe, by the enclosed paper, that the present
killadar of Aurungabad is to be sent to Hyderabad: of
course care must be taken to secure his person at the time
that you will summon the fort to surrender, if he should be
still in your camp. The troops in the fort may be'suffered
to depart whenever they please, or may be disposed of in
such manner as Rajah Mohiput Ram may think proper.

¢ I have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Colonel Stevenson.’ ¢« ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Stevenson.

¢ My pear CoLONEL, ¢ Camp, 19th June, 1803.

* I was so anxious that you should get my letter of yester-
day in good time, that I did not detain your hircarrah longer
than the time necessary to fold it up.

<1 have suffered a great loss in carriage bullocks, and I
find it difficult to replace them in this country, which is so
exhausted. I shall therefore be much obliged to you if you
will endeavor to get me some. Let them be purchased on
account of the Company, and send them off to me in charge
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of any careful people you may have to spare. Even one or
two hundred at a time would be of use, although I want as
many thousands.

<I hope to hear from you soon respecting rice, par-
ticularly whether any of that grain is to be procured in the
Kurmilla or Perinda district.

¢ The accounts of my hircarrahs, from Holkar’s camp,
agree with those you have sent; excepting that mine say
it is reported that he intends to cross the Taptee and the
Nerbudda, and to go into his own (or rather the Holkar)
territories.

¢ Amrut Rao's vakeel in this camp says that Holkar has
crossed the Taptee, and is going to plunder Guzerat. I
think it probable that when he made those long marches, it
was with a view to cross the Taptee before that river should
fill, of which there was a great probability from the rains
which fell to the northward on the 7th, 8th, and 9th.

< Believe me, &e.
* Colonel Stevenson ¢ ArRTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢« My peEar CoLONEL, ¢ Camp, 19th June, 1803.

¢ Qur distresses increase upon us for want of cattle. I
was obliged to leave behind this morning 500 loads of
stores, and 100 of provisions. You will be a judge of the
mortality of cattle from the following statement. There
was a muster on the 15th,and there were:500 good carriage
bullocks, in the grain and provision department, more than
were required for the loads, and a sufficiency in the stores.
The consumption between the 15th and 18th was 250 loads
of provisions; and yet on the 18th the deficiency of carriage
is found to be 100, making the loss of cattle in the provision
department, in three days, 850 bullocks. In the store de-
partment it has been, in the same period of time, about 600.
The gun cattle keep up well, notwithstanding the bad
weather ; but it is by force of exertion.

‘ Yesterday the drivers were out till nine at night in
quest of forage. We moved a short distance in the morn-
ing, and they must have been in motion at three o’clock, so
that these people were on foot for cighteen hours yesterday.
I have been in difficulties of this kind before, and have sur-
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mounted them ; and I shall surmount these, if I can get any
assistance from Poonah, or if the Peshwah or his people will
show any sign of our being here upon his business, or even
with his knowledge or consent: or if he will not do that, if
he will send any thing like an amildar to the country, or any
body to take charge of the government, with whom I might
communicate. But, under present circumstances, I am in
a worse situation by far than I should be in an enemy’s
country: in such, I should act for myself, and should esta-
blish a government as I go on. There is forage in the
country and grain also, but it is all hidden underground ;
and we are forced to dig for every thing we get, notwith-
standing that we give a large price for it. I have written
to Colonel Stevenson for cattle. I have people employed
in the Nizam’s country to purchase, and in the neighbour-
hood of camp also. But our best chance is Poonah.

I have just received your letter of the 17th. 1 have
not got the copy of the dispatch of the 30th of May; but I
fancy I may get it, as I had yesterday a letter from Colonel
Stevenson, dated the 15th. However, as attempts were
made to stop the hircarrah, it would be as well if you were
to send me a copy of the dispatch.

‘I am very confident you will mention Amrut Rao’s
affairs, as soon as you may have a fair opportunity. The
vakeel was with me again yesterday, and said, among other
things, that as the Peshwah would not do any thing for
Amrut Rao, he and his adherents intended to throw them-
selves upon the mercy of the English Government ; and he
asked whether, in that case, any thing would be done for
him? 1T told him it was time enough to turn our thoughts
to that subject, when we should find that the Peshwah would
not pardon him. He told me that they were all in the very
greatest distress, that they really had not subsistence.

5 ¢ Believe me, &c.
«¢ Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

¢ I think it is very clear that Amrut Rao is not one of the
confederates.’

VOL. II. C
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To Lieut. General Stuart.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp at Rony, 19th June, 1803.-

¢ T received accounts yesterday that Holkar has moved to
the northward: it is reported in his camp, that he intends
to cross the Taptee and the Nerbudda, and to take up kis
quarters for the rains in the Holkar territories. It is also
reported that his march to the northward was made with a
view to approach Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar: Amrut
Rao’s vakeel, who is in this camp, informed me this day,
that Holkar had crossed the Taptee, and that it was his
intention to enter that part of Guzerat lying between the
rivers Taptee and Nerbudda. He certainly moved off from
the neighbourhood of Chandore very suddenly, arid made
long and forced marches, leaving behind every body and
every thing that could not keep up.

¢ I know that the rains began to the northward on the 7th,
and that it rained violently on the 8th, 9th, and 10th; and
I concluded that his object in making these forced marches,
at that very time, was to get across the Taptee before that
river should fill, of which there must have been a great pro-
bability.

¢ I think that if Holkar has crossed the Taptee there will
be no confederacy. There has been no further account of
the irruption into Guzerat south of the Taptee, since that
which I sent you on the 14th, and 1 conclude that my con-
jectures upon that subject are correct.

¢ We have had much rain in this quarter, and I am sorry
to say, that I was obliged this day to leave behind 500 loads
of stores, and 100 of provisions; notwithstanding that at a
muster, taken on the 15th, both departments were complete,
and the provision department had 500 bullocks more than
there were loads. Since that day, that department has lost
850 bullocks, and the stores about 600 *. Individuals, brin-
jarries, bazaar people, &c., have suffered in proportion, and
the distress is very great. The gun cattle, however, are still
in style, but it is the consequence of great exertion.

1 have experienced these difficulties’ before, and have
surmounted them ; and I shall surmount those which we at

* Iu the heavy rains in India the brinjarry and draught bullocks always suffer

by exposure. They stick in the mud, hog their backs, droop their heads and
die.
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present feel, if I can get any assistance from Poonah; or if
the Peshwah will only send a man to take charge of the
government of the country; or will give the smallest sign of
our being friends, and here upon his business and with his
knowledge and consent. Under existing arrangements, there
is no government in the country; the heads of villages do
as they please: I can find nobody to communieate with, and,
of course, cannot command its resources.

‘I do not know how the Peshwah manages his concerns;
but we have not yet had the smallest assistance from Poonah
of any kind. Notwithstanding my repeated requisitions to
Colonel Close, and his request to the government, none of the
sirdars have joined us, and as late as the 16th, had not
quitted Poonah.

¢ The Peshwah’s servants are very profuse in promises,
but very sparing in performance; and we have enjoyed so
little of the resources of the country, which it is so obviously
the advantage of the inhabitants to supply to us, that I am
almost induced to suspect counteraction on the part of the
government. I shall be convinced of it, if the Peshwah
omits much longer to write to Scindiah, of which I apprized
you of the intention, but he has not yet written. If there
are not now counteractions on the part of the Peshwah, cer-.
tainly his government must-be the weakest, and his people
the most extraordinary existing in India. Itis his interest.
that this force should be enabled to keep the field; and that
of his people to sell those of the resources of the country
which are to enable us to do it. Yet we cannot get them;.
and I think it very probable that I shall be obliged to cross
the Beemah to be able to subsist upon the stores which I
have collected at Poonah.

¢ I have written to all quarters for assistance in cattle, and
I am doing every thing I can in this country. I have also
inquired of Colonel Stevenson, whether he can afford to
share with me his supplies of rice. I shall struggle hard to
avoid this movement; but I think it proper to apprize you
of the possibility of it, and of the circumstances which may
occasion it. ,

¢ The troops are healthy, notwithstanding the rain to
which they have been exposed, and the cavalry horses are in
good order ; but our great difficulty at the present moment .

c2’
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is, to find grain for them: there is plenty in the country,
but it is all hid in holes ; and, notwithstanding the price we
pay, we get none that we do not dig up; in short, we should
be better off in an enemy’s country, and so I have told
Colonel Close.
¢ I have the honor to be, &e.
« Lieut. General Stuart. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

T0o the Secretary of Government, Bombay.

¢ SIR, < Camp, 20th June, 1803.

¢ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 14th
instant, in which you enclose one of the 13th, from the
Military Board, upon the subject of packs for bullocks. 1
was not aware that there was any difference between those
intended to carry ammunition, and those intended to carry
grain; but I conceive that the orders which have been given
on that subject to the Commissary of Stores, will provide for
the wants of carriage for either article.

< T have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ The Sec. of Gov., Bombay. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

_ To Major Malcolm.

¢« My pEAR MALcCOLM, ‘Camp, 20th June, 1803.

¢ I have received your letter of the 18th, with the memo-
randum enclosed, and I agree almost entirely in the opinions
which you have given.

< Till the question with the confederacy is decided, we
must stick to our ground in this country, otherwise the
Nizam, and we, eventually, must suffer; and even supposing
that by withdrawing now, we could stop the hostilities, which
I doubt, we should only defer them to a period at which,
probably, we should be less prepared than we are at the pre-
sent moment. But as soon as there shall be no threats of
the confederacy, either by the withdrawing of Scindiah, or
from the success of the war, it is my opinion that we ought
either entirely to new model the alliance, or to withdraw
from it. You are well acquainted with my opinions on this
subject.

¢ The greater experience I gain of Marhatta affairs, the
more convinced I am that we have been mistaken entirely
regarding the constitution of the Marhatta cmpire. In fact,
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the Peshwah never has had exclusive power in the state : it
is true, that all treaties have been unegotiated under his
authority, and have been concluded in his name; but the
chiefs of the empire have consented to them; and the want
of this consent in any one of them, or of power in the head
of the empire, independent of these chiefs, is the difficulty of
this case at the present moment. I put out of the question
the conduct of the Putwurduns, Goklah, &c., because I have
always considered, and it must appear to every body to be
one which proceeds from causes entirely independent of the
treaty, and of the circumstances which occasioned it, and of
the Peshwah himself. These chiefs act under the treaty,
because they had a previous acquaintance with us; and be-
cause they saw some prospect of being relieved from their
difficulties by our interference, and of becoming in some
degree independent under our protection. Had it not been
for this hope, not one of them would have been with us, and
we should have had a treaty with a cipher, bearing the name
of Peshwah, without a particle of power.

¢ Whatever may be the result of the present crisis, we
shall gain nothing by the treaty. Scindiah, Holkar, the
Rajah of Berar, and possibly others, will be separate and
independent powers in India, very probably leagued for the
present in a defensive alliance. We must look to that, and
must not reduce our military establishments,

< Is the peace of India secured? 1 doubt it, as far as we
are concerned. Supposing there should be no war with the
confederates, the first consequence of the alliance must be,
to re-establish the government of the Peshwah in the north-
ern countries, then to settle the Kolapoor question, &c.;
and supposing that we have another war with the French,
there is no doubt but that we shall have a war with the
Marhattas.

< One bad consequence of these subsidiary treaties is, that
they entirely annihilate the military power of the govern-
ments with which we contract them; and their reliance for
their defence is exclusively upon us.

¢ This treaty with the Peshwah has certainly given us a
good military position; but the question is whether, in case
the nation should be involved in a war with the French,
which, in my opinion, is the hypothesis upon which all Indian
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politics should turn, the military position is so good, that it
cannot be forced; and whether we do not lose more by the
risk of having all the powerful Marhattas against us, at
such a time, than we should gain by having the Peshwah
certainly on our side, and by the goodness of our military
position.

¢ Upon this point, I have to observe, that the more I see
of the Marhattas, the more convinced I am that they never
could have any alliance with the French. The French, on
their arrival, would want equipments, which would cost
money, or money to procure them; and there is not a Mar-
hatta in the whole country, from the Peshwah down to the
lowest horseman, who has a shilling, or who would not re-
quire assistance from them.

¢ In what manner then ought the alliance to be modelled ?
In my opinion, we ought to withdraw from Poonah, and
leave some chance that the principal chiefs may have the
power of the state in their hands; we ought to keep up our
connexion with the Peshwah, so as that he might not be
trampled upon; at the same time, we ought to increase our
influence over the chiefs of the empire, in order that it may
preponderate in all possible cases in which the state should
be called upon to decide.

¢In short, I would preserve the existence of the state;
and guide its actions by the weight of British influence,
rather than annihilate it, and establish new powers in India
by the subsidiary treaty.

¢ In this consideration of the subject, I have not touched
upon the disinclination of the Peshwah to the alliance, of
which I have scarcely a doubt, and at all events, upon his
inability to perform the conditions to which he has bound
himself. But he has not even performed those conditions
which must be in his power. Has he not now daily commu-
nications with Scindiah’s durbar, and even with Holkar, of
which the British Resident has no knowledge whatever ?
His very letter to Scindiah, which has been extorted from
him, almost by force, contains a breach of treaty. Init, he
desires that Chief to remain where he is, pointedly ; whereas,
he knows that the requisition of the Governor General, and

the only event which can ensure peace, is Scmdlah § TEeCross-
ing the Nerbudda. .
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¢ You may depend upon it, that if Collins had not pushed
the negotiation as he has done; and if Scindiah had any
option besides moving into the Nizam’s territories, or return-
ing to his own to procure subsistence ;—in short, if he could
procure subsistence where he is, he would remain there, in
consequence of this paragraph in the Peshwah’s letter.
Besides, I see in the ackbar, that he is going to send another
vakeel to Scindiah. For what purpose? and let it be stated
for what reason the Peshwah did not give his letter to the
British minister to be forwarded to Scindiah, knowing that
that Chief says the last did not reach him, instead of sending
it through his own vakeel, whom he must mistrust.

< Upon the whole, I see no prospect under the present
treaty, and I should decidedly alter it, when a fair opportu-
nity may offer.

¢ Collins is just in the right state. The fellow will explain
himself, and will ask him to stay, and will pretend that he
cannot move off on account of the rain, the swelling of the
rivers, or because my troops are in this country; and thus
the matter may hang on for some time longer.

< I think that if the war had not been still doubtful, Col-
lins would have got an answer inimical to his memorial.
The truth is, they are all shaking, and if the allies had come
out of Poonah with me, there would be no war.

< I wish you would take up money wherever you can get it,
and not from me. The Company may be losers, but my
treasury will be richer..

< Believe me, &c.
¢ Major Malcolm.’ ¢« ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close*.

< My pEAR COLONEL, <Camp, 20th June, 1803.
~ <I have received your letter of the 18th, and. return
Colonel Collins’s dispatch, the copy of which I have not yet

* The Governor General to the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of
Directors of the East India Company. (Extracts.)
. ‘HowxoraBLE Sirs, ¢ Fort William, 20th June, 1803.
¢ 3. The intelligence of the important event of his Highness the Peshwah’s
restoration to the exercise of his just authority in the Marhatta state, under the
protection of the British power, must have afforded great satisfaction to your
Honorable Committee. Every circumstance connected with that prosperous
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received. I shall be very anxious to receive the next he may
write.

< I hope that you will be able to send us the brinjarries and
the bullocks. We positively cannot stay without this assist-

event justifies a confident expectation of the complete and pacific accomplish-
ment of the beneficial objects of the late alliance with the Peshwah.

¢4, It is my duty, on this occasion, to express to your Honorable Committee
the high sense which I entertain of the distinguished ability manifested by the
Hon. Major General Wellesley, in conducting the British detachment under
his command from the frontier of Mysore to Poonah,

¢ 5, The documents forming the enclosures to this dispatch will afford to your
Honorable Committee a full view of the considerable military skill with which
Major General Wellesley surmounted the difficulties of his long avd arduous
march, and combined the various arrangements requisite to secure the supply
and movement of his army, and the co-operation and junction of the troops from
Hyderabad and Bombay. Your Honorable Committee will also observe with
pleasure the prudence, address, and temper, with which Major General Wellesley
conciliated the Marhatta states occupying the countries through which he
passed ; and you will approve the signal success with which he composed the
various animosities and dissensions of the several Marhatta chiefs, and united
that discordant and turbulent race in the common cause of the Peshwah and of
the British Government.

¢6. The particular attention of your Honorable Committee will be directed to
the judgment, humanity, and activity, manifested by Major General Wellesley
in saving the city of Poonah from destruction, by the rapid march and season-
able arrival of the British troops. This happy event impressed the inhabitants
of that city with the most favorable opinion of the British power. Itisa circum-
stance equally honorable to our character, and propitious to our interests in that
quarter of India, that the first effects of the British influence in the Marhatta
dominions should have been displayed in rescuing the capital of the empire from
impending ruin, and its inhabitants from violence and rapine.

¢7. Tt will be satisfactory to your Honorable Committee to be -informed, that
his Highness the Peshwah has expressed the utmost degree of admiration in
observing the promptitude, energy, and success of those exertions to which his
Highness is indebted for his restoration to his government and dominions ; and
that the conduct of Major General Wellesley and of Licut. Colonel Close, on this
occasion, has apparently established in his Highness’s mind, the most implicit
confidence in the good faith, justice, and power of the British government, and
in the valor, skill, and integrity of its officers, with a high sense of the benefits
which his Highness must derive from theoperation of the late alliance on every
branch of his interests and affairs.

¢13. Your Honorable Committee was informed, by Lieut. Colonel Close, of
the exactions levied by Jeswunt Rao Holkar upon his Highness the Nizam’s
city of Aurungabad. No reason exists to countenance an apprehension that
these depredations on the Nizam’s territory are connected with the supposed
confederacy between Holkar and Scindiah. Destitute of any permanent re-
sources, Holkar is compelled to supply his exigencies by indiscriminate plunder.
1t is probable that Holkar has been induced to levy contributions from Aurunga-
bad by the treacherous suggestions of the Nizam's officer commanding at that
station, who is believed to have participated in the booty.

<14,
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ance, and it really becomes more necessary every day. Send
off the bullocks as they receive their loads. You can have
no idea of our losses, or of the distress of every body.

< If the head hircarrah, who knows Ahmednuggur should
be sent to you, I hope that you will examine him before you
send him off, and get an account of the place, lest he should
never come to me, or should be late. I have received an
account of the place, which appears to be pretty strong,
with a wet ditch and glacis, but no covered way. It would
be desirable to know whether there are any passages over
the ditch, and where, and the general height of the wall from
the berm.

¢14. Major General Wellesley, however, deemed it to be proper to direct
Colonel Stevenson to advance with the whole of the Nizam’s subsidiary force
towards Aurungabad, for the eventual protection of his Highness’s dominions.
I have lately received information that Holkar has retired with his army from
the Nizam’s frontier towards the northward.
<15. The judicious arrangement which Major General Wellesley has effected
for the disposition of the troops nnder his command is calculated to meet every
exigency of affairs. Even under the improbable supposition that Scindiah, the
Rajah of Berar, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, have really entertained designs of an
hostile nature against the British Government or its allies, our early state of
preparation, and the formidable force which Major General Wellesley has
opposed to every possible operation on the part of any or all of those chieftains,
must effectually deter them from the prosecution of the war. 1In the same spirit
of seasonable precaution, Lieut. General Stuart has judged it to be expedient to
advance the army under his immediate command to a position which may enable
him to co-operate with the troops under Major General Wellesley and Colonel
Stevenson.
¢22. Your Honorable Committee will be enabled to form a competent judg-
ment of the danger to which the tranquillity of Mysore and of the Deccan
would have been exposed by the uninterrupted progress of disorder and confu-
sion in the Marhatta empire; and you will estimate the advantages which have
been derived from the success of the measures adopted by the British Govern-
ment for removing the scene of war from our frontier, and for restoring the foun-
dation of peace and good order.
€26, Reviewing the general state of affairs, your Honorable Committee will
concur in the sentiments of confidence and satisfaction with which I reflect, that
the final accomplishment of the arrangements happily commenced at Poonah is
entrusted to the approved abilities of Major General Wellesley and of Lieut.
‘Colonel Close.
¢27. In closing this dispatch, it will be satisfactory to your Honorable Com-
mittee that I should add my expectation, that the necessary expense of the late
military operations in the Peninsula is not likely to occasion any derangement
in the general prosperity of the finances of the Company in India, or in the
accounts or services of the current year.
¢ I have the honor to be, &c.
¢ WELLESLEY,
¢ To the Hon. the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors.”
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<1 have perused the letter from the killadar at Loghur,
and I think it would be advisable for Colonel Murray to
have the place examined which he recommends as a station .
for the cattle. If it answers, it would be proper to remove
them thither.

< If you send off any rice from Poonah, the store at that
place must of course be increased from below ; and probably
the gentlemen there could contrive to fix upon fair moments
1o send off the rice from Panwell.

<I am very anxious about my money: the 15th was the
day on which you ought to have received it all. I shall be
obliged to you if you will give the gentry a hint upon this
subject. We are approaching to pay day again, and have
not money enough for more than half our disbursement.

<1 expect that Captain Buchan, with a lac of pagodas,
will be at Poonah by the 24th; which sum I intend to order
forward, but still we require the rupees in this country. I
think that it would be advisable to have four baskets upon
the Goor, particularly as there is no wooden boat there.

< Believe me, &c.
« Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

‘1 enclose you the account I have got of Ahmednuggur.
You will observe that the ditch is not broad, nor the wall
high, nor the shape of the fort scientific. I shall be glad to
know whether your man agrees in this story.’

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 21st June, 1803.

¢A man has arrived here from Holkar’s camp this day : he
left that Chief on the other side of the Taptee, with his trea-
sure, and 7000 or 8000 people, whom he calls maunkaries;
one campoo was gone farther to the northward, two other
campoos were on this side of the Taptee with the Tope
kannah, unable to move on account of the rain, and for want
of cattle; and Meer Khan and Shahamut Khan were to the
southward of those campoos : the distress in Holkar's camp
was great, the loss of cattle had been immense, and grain as
dear as two seers for a rupee; the people were deserting
fast, and Holkar had been obliged to bury many cannon.

< The reports of the camp are, that he is going to Guze-
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rat, and that he is going to winter and recruit in the Holkar
territories north of the Nerbudda: he has much treasure
with him on elephants : the Taptee was filling.

<1 trust you will be able to send us forward some sup-
plies. If I can only remain on this side of the Beemah,
the confederates will not be able to hold out during the
monsoon.

¢« It would be very desirable that we should make some
arrangement with the people at the ferries to pass the Com-
pany’s followers without fee. They might have a pass from
you or from me, and would thus be immediately known.
Our bullock drivers have never any money; and the very
exaction of the fee at the ferry will be sufficient to prevent
the bazaar people from attempting to cross it. Besides, I
have not much faith in our own people, and I believe it will
be found out that, if some of the boats at the ferry are
allowed to take a fee, the whole will do the same; and
even if they are more honest than I suppose them to be, the
consequence of having some boats in which the duty is free,
and others for the use of which a fee is to be paid, will be,
that the former only will be used by our people, and there
will be great delays at-the ferries.

< The account of the pontoons is just like every other
account I receive of a Bombay concern. Only think of these
stupid creatures sending off these carriages in the midst of
that heavy rain. It is very clear from those accounts of
Colonel Murray that the equipment will not answer; you
see that the carriages have broken before they have gone
one stage.

¢ Colonel Murray writes that he fears the brinjarry naig,
with whom the durbar are negotiating, will never come for-
ward in the service. He says he is the same man who
deceived every body before at Bassein; and he believes he
is the cause of the desertion of the brinjarries from the corps
under his command: if this be the case, our chance is but
small.

“In my opinion it would be advisable to get land in
Bundelcund in preference to Savanore, particularly as the
Governor General prefers that district. At all events it
would be most convenient to us not to pass the Werdah
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even supposing we do take part of our jaedad to the south-

ward of that river.
¢« I have the honor to be, &ec.

¢ Lieut. Colonel Close.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Stevenson.

¢ My peEAr COLONEL, ¢ Camp, 21st June, 1803.

I have reccived your letters of the 18th and 19th. I
rather believe that of the 19th ought to have been dated
the 17th, as you mention in it that Mohiput Ram had sent
for Captain Johnson ; and in that of the 18th, that you had
sent that officer to him.

¢ The march of Mohiput Ram to Aurungabad has secured
all the objects I had in view in ordering your corps there ;
and, as there is a scarcity of forage in that neighbourhood, I
by no means wish that you should now take your troops
there: but I think it advisable that, as the Nizam has re-
ferred the consideration of the future security of that city to
the British officers, some of us should look at it, and form a
determination respecting the garrison, stores, &c., which
ought to be in it. I shall accordingly be obliged to you if
you will take a ride over there.

If they do not think proper afterwards to place in Au-
rungabad a garrison, such as you are of opinion ought to be
in the fort, it is their own affair, and they must stand by the
loss. But it is proper that in the mean time we should give
them an opinion, stating what we think necessary for the
defence of the place.

‘It may appear strange, but I acknowledge that I still
doubt whether there will be a war. Colonel Collins had
demanded his dismissal from Seindiah’s camp on the 12th
instant, and an escort of cavalry, and grain for his sepoys, to
take him to Aurungabad ; but he had not got this assistance
on the 13th; and the ground of the Colonel’s demand was
rather a delay to give him satisfaction on certain points of
inquiry regarding the existence of the confederacy, than a
refusal of satisfaction. On the contrary, Scindiah said that
he would satisfy him in three days, and the Colonel had
opened a communication with the Rajah of Berar. Holkar
himself has certainly crossed the Taptee; his army being in
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the greatest distress for want of provisions; there is, there-
fore, an end to all hopes of his junction with Scindiah and
the Rajah of Berar in this season. The reports are that he
is going into Guzerat, and that he is going to refresh in the
Holkar territory. Amrut Rao says that he is going into
Guzerat: he has a large treasure with him.

* Scindial’s camp is in the very greatest distress for every
thing; but that, in my opinion, is the strongest motive
for war.

‘I have no objection to your march to Roshungaum.
From the account I have given you above of the state of
affairs, you see that there is no chance of your being opposed
or attacked by the whole confederacy; and I look upon you
to be fully equal to any part, particularly considering the
superior state of your cattle and equipments compared with
theirs. You must, however, confine yourself to the defensive
till T can come to your support. By defensive I do not
mean that you should wait in any particular place till you
shall be attacked, but that you should attack any party that
may come within the Nizam’s territories and your reach. I
mean only that you should not commence an operation
which may take you to a great distance from Aurungabad,
or from me, before I can cross the Godavery and give you
support.

< Till we have really a war, you must be cautious also re-
garding the places said to belong to the Nizam. His terri-
tories, and those of the Marhattas, are much intermixed;
nay, some districts are the joint property of both powers.
That very place Badowly belongs partly to the Nizam, and
partly to a Marhatta. Oomrawutty and Mulcapoor are in
the same state. But, notwithstanding that this state of
these countries is acknowledged by the Nizam’s durbar,
his officers would willingly seize them, and probably occa-
sion in this manner a war which it may yet be possible to
avoid.

¢ Your hircarrahs have been detained in Scindiah’s camp,
most probably by the rain, which has been very heavy
in all parts of the country. The tappall still runs from
thence.

¢ Believe me, &ec.
¢ Golonel Stevenson. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
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To Colonel Murray.

< SIR, ¢ Camp, 21st June, 1803.

< The account of the pontoons is indeed very bad. Itis
unlucky that, when the rain came on, the gentlemen below
the ghauts did not stop them till it ceased a little, which by
all accounts it appears to have done now very generally. It
is probable that in fair weather they would have found a
smaller number of bullocks fully equal to move them.

¢ Lieut. Goodfellow, instead of making a trial at Bombay,
as he was desired to do by Lieut. Colonel Dallas, of the
number of bullocks required, made a calculation upon very
erroneous foundations, and then referred to the Madras re-
gulations, which have nothing to do with the subject.

¢ In my opinion it will be best to desire Captain Young
to desist from sending the pontoons till the weather shall
have settled a little, and then to send them forward. From
the breaking of carriages, however, before they have come
one stage, and the deficiency and badness of the bullocks, I
suspect that we shall derive but little benefit from this
equipment, even if it should be able to get up the ghauts.
If it had been ready to leave Panwell on the 8th of June,
which was the day I fixed for it, it might have had some
chance ; but time, which is every thing, is not equally prized
every where.

¢ Captain Young must be directed to take advantage of
the fair moments during the monsoon, to keep your maga-
zine at Poonah full to the quantity I pointed out. From
your account of the disposition of the brinjarries, I imagine
that he will have no great difficulty in effecting this object.

It is extraordinary that your gentlemen should be so
unsuccessful in the purchase of cattle, and that the govern-
ment should be so likewise; my departments purchased
3000 there in one month. Individuals got as many more ;
and if there had not been a stop put to the sale of bullocks
in Poonah, by a government or a police regulation, the 78th
regiment would have completed themselves in one night: .
but I assure you I do not attribute this failure to want of
exertion on your part; on the contrary, I am convinced that
you do every thing in your power.

“ Two muccudums and one hundred drivers of the carriage
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bulloeks have deserted, notwithstanding that their pay is so
much higher than that of any other description of followers
in this camp. Indeed there is great desertion among the
Bombay followers in general. I wish that you would send
me one hundred more drivers as soon as you can, and let a
small guard come with them. I have a party of horse look-
ing out for the deserters, and I may pick up some, but that
is doubtful. T am obliged to you for the supply of arrack.

¢ One would imagine that boats might be had at Bombay
without much dlfhculty, and it is not 1mp0551b1e to transport
them fifteen or sixteen miles to the rivers in the Konkan. I
wrote to Mr. Duncan upon that subject long ago, but it ap-
pears that the boats are not yet forthcoming; but they will
come, and the communications with Panwell may be kept up
during the monsoon.

< T have the honor to be, &ec.

¢ Colonel Murray. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
To Major Kirkpairick.
¢ SiR, ¢ Camp, 22nd June, 1803.

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 13th.
There appears certainly to have been a mistake or misun-,
derstanding between Colonel Stevenson and Rajah Mohiput
Ram, in respect to the share of the expense of hiring the
troops under Meer Khan, which it was supposed the British
government would defray. In consequence of my orders,
however, upon that subject, Colonel Stevenson has set Meer
Khan right, in regard to the British government being bound
by his letter to that chief, by a second letter, written with
the knowledge of the sirdars in the Nizam’s service. It
appears also that Meer Khan is not inclined to enter the
Nizam’s service, even with the number of troops which Colo-
nel Stevenson proposes to entertain. Upon the whole, there-
fore, I do not conceive that any inconvenience will result.
from these letters, or from the misunderstanding between
Rajah Mohiput Ram and Colonel Stevenson.

“ It would certainly be desirable to discover whether Ra-
jah Mohiput Ram really misunderstood Colonel Stevenson’s
intention, or wilfully deceived his employers. But, consi-
dering all the circumstances of the present moment, I be-
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lieve that it would be best to defer the inquiry to a fature
period.

¢ I have the honor to be, &c.
¢ Major Kirkpatrick. ¢ ArtHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Stevenson.

¢ My peEAr COLONEL, ¢ Camp, 22nd June, 1803.

¢ My brinjarries have been playing tricks as usual ; and
the consequence is, that I have not got one-third of the
quantity of rice I ought to have.
- ¢TI have accounts from Scindiah’s camp of a date as late
as the 14th. The negotiations are still in a state of uncer-
tainty. Scindiah had written to Colonel Collins to desire
him to stay; and he promised an explanation after the
meeting with the Rajah of Berar, which actually took place
on the 13th. We may therefore expect something definitive
immediately. Either peace or war will relieve my dis-
tresses; peace, as it will enable me to approach my supplies,
at Poonah; war, as it will give me an opportunity of attack-
ing Ahmednuggur, in which place I shall find plenty.

¢ There is another state however, for which I must pro-
vide, viz., that of a continuance of these negotiations at
Scindiah’s camp: this I can do only by your assistance. I
cannot depend upon the supplies promised and expected
from Poonah. The characteristic of the Peshwah's govern-
ment is deceit, and he has not yet made me one promise
that he has not broken; I must therefore depend upon
you.

¢ Upon receipt of this letter, I request that you will send
off 2000 bags of rice, with a guard, to meet me at Puttun;
and let 1000 bags be from your grain departments, and 1000
from your brinjarries. You might replace the former from
the rice at Aurungabad, and hire fresh bullocks to carry it.

¢ I point out Puttun because it is the place nearest to you,
known to your people, and likewise nearest to me. It will
likewise be as convenient a station for me to move to as
any other, in case of this delay in the negotiations; and I
can easily order the boats to be brought down again from
Toka, in order that there may be no delay in our commu-
nications. {

I regret much the necessity which exists for calling
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upon you for assistance in supplies, but it is entirely owing
to the disappointments I have experienced from this go-
vernment.
¢ Believe me, &c.
¢ Colonel Stevenson. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

< I should wish the boats still to go to Toka, as I before
pointed out.’

"

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

<« My prar CoLONEL, ¢ Camp, 23rd June, 1803.

<I return Colonel Collins's dispatch of the 16th. 1t is
rather less pacific than the last, but I think it probable that
the confederates have not yet arranged their matters, that
Holkar has not yet come into their views, and that for that
reason they wish to delay the decision for some time longer.
Holkar’s object would appear to be to get hold of the Hol-
kar territory, and his game to effect it by a war between
Scindiah and us. If there should be no war between Scin-
diah and us, he will get hold of that territory, but not so
certainly, either by a peace mediated by Ragojee Bhoonslah,
and guaranteed by him, or by the continuation of the con-
test with Scindiah. Holkar's object must be obviously to
keep himself out of the contest with us, and to urge the
others into it. But it is probable that Scindiah and Ragojee
Bhoonslah perceive that inclination, and want to urge him
to go hand in hand with them.

* They have now a fair opportunity of doing this, by ap-
prizing him that he is to be attacked by the English; and
upon this ground it is unfortunate that Colonel Collins's
moonshee should have said, and that the Peshwah should
have written, that we intended to attack Holkar. In addi-
tion to the impolicy of such a declaration at the present
moment, it is any thing but true, and ought, in my opinion,
under the instructions of the Governor General, to be firmly
contradicted. If you should be of that opinion, it would be
well if you were to make a suggestion upon the subject to
Colonel Collins.

¢ I apprized you in my letter of yesterday of my want of
grain., I started from Poonah with 5900 bags of rice, which,
upon a moderate calculation, wonld have lasted me fifty-nine

VOL. I D



34 THE MARHATTA WAR. 1803.

days, and I might have spun it out to ninety days. The
losses in cattle obliged me to leave some behind in the
neighbourhood of Poonah, and to consume much larger
quantities than were necessary in camp ; but even with these
drawbacks I ought to have had now a sufficiency to last me
for a month, but the brinjarries have contrived to make away
with two-thirds of it.

¢ The ecritical circumstances of our situation are much
increased by what I have above stated. I shall issue wheat
flour to the troops, and the followers must live upon that
likewise: but we depend for our existence upon the produce
of the country in which we may be situated; and the neces-
sity of being in or passing through a barren or exhausted
country, or the increase of our numbers, will destroy us.

¢ In this view of the question I do not consider the pro-
bability of hostilities, which must of course render it more
difficult to draw subsistence from the countries in which we
may happen to be. The question is, what is to be done?
In considering this question, I believe I must take it for
granted that I shall get no assistance whatever from Poonah
or Bombay.

¢ If it is decided immediately that there is to be a war, the
attack of Ahmednuggur is still feasible; and if I should suc-
ceed in getting possession of that place, I hope to find some
relief there for my distresses. The question rests entirely
upon a consideration of the circumstances attending the
state of doubt in which I think it probable that we shall be
kept for some time longer. While this state of doubt exists,
am I to go into the Nizam’s country, south of the Godavery,
and subsist there as well as I can? am I to cross the Goda-
very with my whole force? or am I to return across the
Beemah, approach the supplies at Poonah, and endeavor to
fit out again in case there should be a war? or am I to divide
this body of troops, and send part of it to join Colonel Ste-
venson, and part back to Poonah ?

“If I go into the Nizam’s country, south of the Godavery,
I am not certain that I shall be able to find subsistence, or,
at all events, that I shall be able to re-establish myself in
such manner as to take the field with a sufficient stock of
provisions in store to feed the troops for any length of time.
I may be reduced at last to the necessity of approaching the
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supplies at Poonah, and may suffer distress in doing so.
Colonel Stevenson tells me that there are provisions in Dha-
rore and Kurdlah; but he has his reports from the Nizam’s
officers, who told him at the same time that none could be
issued without his Highness's orders: it is therefore probable
that there are no provisions in these places.

¢ If I cross the Godavery with my whole force, I must live
upon Colonel Stevenson’s supplies: the Colonel is in no
want ; the Nizam’s government have supplied him well ; but
I know he has not more than he wants; and it is very pro-
bable that, when I come to double his consumption, 1 shall
soon reduce him to the same state in which I am myself. In
the mean time the contest may commence, and neither of
the detachments will be in a condition to act. If I return
across the Beemah, I shall subsist; and if I can keep alive
my cattle, I have no doubt but that I should fit myself out
again, and soon be in a situation to act with vigor.

¢ But a retrograde movement is always bad in this coun-
try; and it may be attended by the worst consequences in
the present situation of our affairs. It is obvious now that
there will be no war if Holkar will not join it ; but if Holkar
joins in it and repasses the Taptee, Colonel Stevenson is no
match for all the confederates put together, although he is
fully equal to any two of them. I should be too distant to
give him any assistance, having my corps on the other side
of the Beemah, particularly in the crippled state in which
it must be expected to be for some time to come.

‘ The next point to be considered is, whether I shall divide,
and send part to join Colonel Stevenson, and part to the
neighbourhood of Poonah. By this division I certainly
strengthen Colonel Stevenson, and provide for the subsist-
ence of the whole ; but shall we then be strong enough for
the confederates? In this choice of difficulties we must do
the best we can; and I think that, upon the whole, that will
be the measure attended with the most advantage and least
probable evil.

< If the answer of Scindiah to Collins should be at all
peaceable and friendly, in my opinion we ought to accept it;
and I ought to inform him that I intend to recross the Bee-
mah, and to break up the army, as soon as I find that he
commences to recross the Nerbudda.

D2
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¢ What has happened already, and the situation of this
body of troops, are sufficient proofs that we cannot carry on
a war in this country, after having been four months from
Seringapatam, and having marched nearly seven hundred
miles, without having the assistance of the resources of
Bombay and Poonah. The government of Bombay is unable
(and always will be so with its present instruments) to
afford us any assistance, and the Peshwah is both unable
and unwilling. With half the means in their power, and
without the assistance of the store collected at Poonah, it is
pleasing to see how the Nizam’s government have supported
the army under Colonel Stevenson ; but, although the pro-
vision is at their door at Poonah, and brought there without
the smallest aid from them, they will not give us a bullock
to remove it.

¢ I can have but one opinion upon this subject, and that
is, that, supposing the Peshwah’s inability to be of the
lowest kind, there must be besides an unwillingness on his
part, which has contributed to prevent us from enjoying
any of the resources of Poonah. It is not to be believed
that there are no cattle in that city. Let a house or a shop
be produced in which there is not a bullock, and I will agree
that I am mistaken; and the police can command every
bullock in the place, particularly when it is known that we
are willing to pay highly for all that we receive.

¢ But it is useless to search for proofs of the Peshwah’s
dissimulation to us, or of his unwillingness to come forward
to our assistance in a contest in which we are likely to be
involved from our interference in his favor. We must look
for a remedy for these evils; and I acknowledge that I see
none that are not of a nature more violent than are likely to
be adopted.

¢ The difficulties, however, in which this corps is likely to
be involved, will be an useful lesson to governments and to
us all: first, to avoid entering into a treaty with a prince,
the only principle of whose character that is known is insin-
cerity ; and next, to avoid, if possible, to enter upon a cam-
paign at the distance of seven hundred miles from our own
resources ; not only not having the government of the

country on our side, but, in the shape of a friend, our worst
encmy.
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< T hope that you have seen the Ahmednuggur hircarrah
whom they promised to produce.
< Believe me, &ec.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ArtHUR WELLESLEY.

¢ By a letter of the 20th, just come in from Colonel Ste-
venson, I find that the grain in Dowlutabad (and probably
that in Dharore and Kurdlah) is dry. There is no rice to
be got in Aurungabad.’

To Lieut. General Stuart.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 24th June, 1803.

<1 have received from Sir William Clarke a copy of his
letter to you of the 15th. I have no observation to make
upon it, excepting in respect to the position which he recom-
mends upon the Tenim ghaut. It might answer from the
month of November to the month of May; but during the
other months of the year, I imagine, indeed I know, that the
rain is more violent in those ghauts than it is in the lower
countries; and it is doubtful whether one European would
survive being in camp there during the rainy season. The
position upon the Tenim ghaut may be a good one hereafter,
but it must be after the rains, and advantage must be taken
of the ensuing fair season to build barracks, at least for the
European troops.

¢ Lieut. Colonel Close tells me that he sends you copies of
the dispatches received from Colonel Collins, so that I do
not copy for you those that he transmits me for perusal. As
far as the 18th, matters were still in an undecided state in
that quarter. Holkar had certainly crossed the Taptee. A
man of mine saw him cross that river, and after that he had
made one march from it on the 15th, so that the confederacy
had not then been formed. I am sorry to observe, however,
from the report of a conference between Colonel Collins’s
moonshee and the Rajah of Berar, that the former said that
I was to attack Holkar; and I see that the Peshwah has
written the same to Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. These
assertions are not founded in fact, and, as it is probable that
Holkar holds off from the confederacy, they may be very
impolitic at the present moment, as the belicf of them may
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oblige that Chief to throw himself upon the others, as the
only resource for his safety.

<It is obvious, from all the proceedings at Scindiah’s
camp, that there is some consideration which operates upon
that Chief and the Rajah of Berar, to induce them to delay
the decision, whether there shall be a war or not. It cannot
be a sense of the risk which they must incur in the contest ;
because they must be well aware that, although the treaty of
Bassein interferes with their projects of ambition, it provides
effectually for the security of each against the force of the
Peshwah ; I conclude, therefore, that the cause of the
wished-for delay is, that Holkar has not yet consented to
their plans. It is not improbable but that he insists upon
certain cessions from Scindiah as the price of his becoming
a member of the confederacy. If I am correct in this con-
jecture, the assertion that I was to attack Holkar may have
very bad consequences.

¢I think that it cannot be sufficiently lamented that we
have not a communication with Holkar, or that the Governor
General is not nearer the scene of operations and negotia-
tions, or has not empowered some person to conclude with
those chiefs at once. Our negotiators are able men cer-
tainly; but in apparently trifling points I have observed
that they have more than once deviated from the general
plan of the negotiation; and when a fault has ocecurred, it
has not been possible to apply a remedy without a reference
to Bengal, which takes two months. That which I have
above mentioned is one of those errors; and the pains which
Colonel Collins took for some time to persuade Scindiah to
march towards Poonah is another.

“Tam sorry to tell you that my losses of cattle have been
so great, and such the conduct of my brinjarries, that I am
likely to be reduced to some distress. I marched from
Poonah with 4400 brinjarry bullocks, loaded with rice, and
1550 loads of rice in the grain, and 100 loads, or five days’
provisions, in the provision department. Besides this, the
sepoys had eight days’ rice with them. By issuing a reason-
able quantity daily to the bazaar, this rice would have lasted
about sixty days; and if the supplies which I expected by
means of the Poonah brinjarries did not come up, it was my
intention to stop entirely the issue to the bazaar at the end
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of a month, and to depend upon the country for the con-
sumption, and to give rice only to the troops.

< The great loss of cattle, however, which we have had
since the day we marched from Poonah obliged me to begin
by leaving behind 500 loads, and to encourage, rather than
discourage, the consumption of rice. Besides, the brinjarries
have been obliged to leave behind some, and to dispose of
other rice in the villages, for the relief of their cattle; and
the result of every thing is, that I have not at this moment
more rice in camp than will last the troops, at half a seer per
diem, eighteen days. We are, however, in a plentiful coun-
try, from which we get large supplies of wheat flour, and the
bazaar is well supplied with that food. I propose also to
issue that food to the sepoys alternately with rice.

¢ Under all these circumstances it is diffienlt to decide -
what steps are to be taken. In all views of the question I
am afraid that I have no hopes of a supply from Poonah,
although the means of that city are immense; and although
I have a depdt formed there, amounting to 8000 bags of
rice, Colonel Close has not yet been able either to purchase
or hire one bullock to carry off a load of it, nor has one
bazaar man or trader from Poonah attended this camp with
supplies. It is not possible to believe this fact and that
the Peshwah is true to the cause: in fact, it must require
more than mere apathy to prevent the traders of Poonah
from following a course which must be so advantageous to
them.

¢ But if I can expect nothing from Poonah, what must be
my plan to save the troops from the distress which is hang-
ing over them? We may be immediately involved in hos-
tility, or the state of doubt may continue. If we are involved
in hostility, I must attack and get possession of Scindiah’s
fort of Ahmednuggur, which will secure the resources of this
country, and probably enable me to carry on war. From
the account I have received of the state of that fort, I have
no fear of the success of this project.

< If this state of uncertainty is to continue, it appears
absolutely necessary that I should keep my position north
of the Beemah; but I have no resources to enable me to
do it. I have written to Colonel Stevenson to know ex-
actly what his resources are, and I have desired him posi-
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tively to send me a supply of rice to the Godavery. But it
is obvious that, if I cross that river, I shall soon reduce him
to the same level with myself; and it is possible that both
detachments may be unable to carry on active operations at
the moment at which their services may be required, unless
Colonel Stevenson’s resources are much more ample than I
suspect them to be.

¢ I have also thought of moving into the Nizam’s country,
to recruit the cattle during the time of this state of doubt ;
but there is no rice in the Nizam’s country, and I'may at last
be obliged to return towards Poonah, in greater distress than
I should be if I were to go back at present.

¢ Another measure of which I have considered has been to
divide this detachment, and send part to reinforce Colonel
Stevenson, and part back towards Poonah. This appears to
be attended with most advantage, and liable to least incon-
venience; but then the services of that part of the corps
which will be sent back to Poonah would be lost for the
campaign. Their junction again, even if it should be pos-
sible to recruit them with fresh supplies and means of mov-
ing them, would be very difficult, if not impossible.

¢ It is obvious that, in my determination upon this occa-
sion, I must be guided in a great degree by what I hear
from Colonel Collins. To withdraw the whole corps across
the Beemah may be most advisable under certain circum-
stances ; whereas, under others, it would be most advisable
to separate and reinforce Colonel Stevenson with a part.

‘You may easily conceive how unpleasant it is to me to
write you these circumstances. Matters have turned out in
the most unfortunate manner, and I have been disappointed
in all the hopes of assistance which I had formed from Bom-
bay, Poonah, &c. We have not got one bullock from Mr.
Duncan. T formed a large depét at Poonah, with the hope
that I should be able to get some assistance from the Pesh-
wah’s government to carry it on, or that my own cattle would
have been able to return for it. But I have above informed
you of the degree of assistance which I have received from
the Peshwah’s government; and the forage of Poonah was
so expensive, particularly after the Peshwah's arrival, that
the cattle got but little; it was of a bad kind, gave them
little sustenance, and when they began to march they died
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immediately ; so far therefore from being able to return for
fresh loads, they are not able to carry on those they have
got. In short, we have discovered once more, that, without
assistance from the government of the country in which we
are acting, we cannot carry on military operations at the
distance of seven hundred miles from our supplies.
¢ I shall write to you again in a day or two.

< have the honor to be, &c.

¢ Lieut. General Stuart.? ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. General Stuart.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 25th June, 1803.

« T enclose the extract of a letter which I have received
from Colonel Close: this, in addition to my letter of yester-
day, will give you a tolerable idea of the state of affairs at
Poonah.

<1 have just received your letter of the 15th. My former
letters will have given answers to all the points contained
therein.

¢ In my opinion it would be best that all the money, whe-
ther for Colonel Stevenson or me, should come to Poonah.
It might come by the Beejapoor road, which it would open
for our communication with you. From Poonah it might be
forwarded in safety either to Colonel Stevenson or me.

¢ I informed you, in my letter of the 9th, that the sum I
should want was one lac of pagodas per mensem.

¢ I have the honor to be, &c.
¢ Lieut. General Stuart. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢« My pear CoLONEL, ¢ Camp, 25th June, 1803.

¢ I have received your letter of the 23rd, and I am sorry to
find that.our prospects are so very bad; we must, however,
do the best we can.

¢ In respect to your suggestion, that I should urge Colonel
Collins to quit Scindiah’s camp, I have to observe, that I
have already written to urge him to accelerate his negotia-
tion. I have no direct communication with him; indeed I
never received from you the account of his dawk stages.
The mutaseddee at Aurungabad occasionally sends me let-
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ters, but they are longer on the road than those which come
by Poonah. Besides, I think it much to be doubted whether
the negotiation with Scindiah, on the present footing, ought
to be accelerated under present circumstances. It is true
that we must go to war under any difficulties rather than
lose our honor; but we must keep out of the war if it is
practicable.

¢ In my opinion, the state of affairs is much altered since
the Governor General wrote the instructions under which
Collins is acting at this moment. It was then supposed that
we had the Peshwah with us. I think that is at least doubt-
ful at the present moment; and the question is, whether, in-
stead of urging forward Collins’s negotiation, on the footing
established under that notion, we ought not rather to pro-
crastinate it ; to report the state of the case at the present
moment at the Peshwah’s durbar to the Governor General,
and ask for further orders.

¢ This opinion of mine, that the Peshwah is not with us,
may, it is true, be erroneous. But it is founded upon the
fact that his Highness has not yet taken any steps, recom-
mended to him by the Company’s government, or which
a sense of his own interests would have suggested, either to
prevent the combination of the northern chiefs, or to assist
us, or to enable us to carry on the contest against them, if it
should be formed : and his acts, as far as they have come to
our knowledge, have tended rather to our prejudice. And,
if we may believe Colonel Collins and the assertion of Scin-
diah and his ministers, the Peshwah has a correspondence
with Ballojee Koonger and Scindiah’s durbar, of the nature
of which we are entirely ignorant.

¢ I cannot but feel that if we are to have a war under these
circumstances, it will be one much more complicated than
that expected to be the result of the course of action pointed
out by the Governor General's instructions; but one to
which our resources are, I trust, fully equal. It is a duty,
however, that we owe to our country to avoid it, if we can,
with honor; and I should hope that, if timely measures are
taken, it might be avoided.

¢ Upon the ground of the Peshwah’s duplicity the ques-
tion is, what line we ought to suggest to the Governor Ge-
neral ? The first thing he ought te do should be to come to
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Bombay. As for the settlement of the Marhatta question,
that appears to be beyond a possibility; in that case the
best thing we can do is to restore matters nearly to the state
in which they were when we entered the country, and allow
them to fight out their own quarrels. The very hint of our
taking this step would dissolve the confederacy at once. We
should then have to defend the Nizam’s country and our
own territories, which probably they would never attack.

¢Isend you a letter, which I shall be obliged to you if
you will forward to Colonel Collins.

¢ Although I am much distressed for carriage, and my bul-
locks can but ill afford to take a trip to Poonah, I think it
proper to send five hundred of them to receive a correspond-
ing number of loads of rice; in order to enable me, if pos-
sible, to stay a little longer, or to draw off with safety: they
will leave this to-morrow morning, and will arrive at Coray-
gaum on the 29th.

< It would be very desirable if they could find their loads
at Coraygaum: first, because it would save them four
marches ; secondly, because it would save them the passage
of the Beemah. This river is, I am told, full; and Lieut.
Mac Arthur, who has crossed it, says that there are four
boats there, but only two sepoys to work them. It is asto-
nishing that, for their own interest, the owners of the ferry
boat will not put that in motion.

< Two modes of sending in the rice to Coraygaum have
suggested themselves to me: one, that coolies should be
employed for the purpose ; the other, that some of Colonel
Murray’s rotten bullocks should attempt this service. But
it will answer no purpose to employ upon carrying the rice
to Coraygaum the coolies whom you may have hired to carry
it on to camp. It will be best that they should come on.

¢ If the rice can be sent to Coraygaum, it will be desirable
that measuring men and packers should be sent with it ; in
order that there may be no loss of time in the delivery.

¢ Will you be so kind as to arrange all this matter with
Colonel Murray? and tell him that I wish that if the rice
should be sent to Coraygaum, it should be in sufficient quan-
tities to give seventy-two pucca seers for each load, instead
of sixty pucca seers, according to the mode in which Captain
Moor has packed up the rice.



44 THE MARHATTA WAR. 1803.

< Whether the rice be sent to Coraygaum or not, it is very
desirable that about one hundred bundles of forage should
be sent there to feed the cattle, otherwise they will not be
able to come back. If it should not be possible to send the
rice to Coraygaum, I request you to have Lieut. Walker, the
officer in charge of the party with the bullocks, apprized
thereof, in order that he may go on to Poonah.

¢ Colonel Agnew writes to me that they have some diffi-
culty in posting their tappall from the Kistna and Beejapoor,
and has requested that our runners should go on as far as
the river, in the direction of Moodgul, to meet theirs. Will
you be so kind as to mention this matter to Mr. Frissell?

< Believe me, &c.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢« My peEARrR COLONEL, < Camp, 25th June, 1803.

¢ Since writing to you this morning, it has occurred to me
that Colonel Murray’s cattle are grazing at such a distance
from Poonal, that it will not be possible to get them in at a
period sufficiently early to allow of their arriving at Coray-
gaum with the rice on the 29th. It is, however, very desir-
able to avoid sending my cattle farther than that place; and
I should therefore wish that Colonel Murray would endeavor
to prevail upon his dooley boys to carry some rice thither;
and possibly he might be able to get a working party of
sepoys to do something in the same way, as the distance is
sosmall. These resources, with the assistance which you may
be able to afford him, may enable him to send out the rice to
Coraygaum ; and thus save my cattle four marches over that
desert, and six days of time, which, at this moment, is of the
utmost consequence.

¢ I pick up a few bullocks about the country, and have pur-
chasers out in all directions. This resource, and the arrival
this day of 250 bullocks, with loads of arrack, however tired
they are, enable me to make this detachment to Poonah.
But still if I should be obliged to move, I must carry some
of the loads on the horses of the cavalry.

¢ Believe me, &ec.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
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To Lieut. General Stuart.

¢« SIR, ¢ Camp, 26th June, 1803.

¢ Since I wrote to you yesterday, my prospects have
mended a little. I have been able to send off some bullocks
to Poonah for supplies; and I think that the means which I
have employed will produce a larger number of these ani-
mals. I am in great hopes that I shall be able to hold my
position on this side of the Beemah.

< I have just received a letter from the Secretary of Go-
vernment in Bengal, by which I am authorized to draw for
money upon different collectors and officers under that go-
vernment. Notwithstanding that I have received this autho-
rity, as I cannot get money for bills at Poonah, I shall want
the supply respecting which I wrote to you on the 9th in-
stant, and yesterday.

¢ There is no news from the northward.

¢ T have the honor to be, &c.
¢ Lieut. General Stuart. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

< My peEar CoLONEL, ¢ Camp, 26th June, 1803.

< I have received your letters of the 24th and 25th. You
will perceive by mine of yesterday, that I also have been
enabled to send five hundred cattle to bring loads; and
from your letter of the 24th, and Malcolm’s account of the
number of coolies of which you have the command at Poonah,
I have strong hopes that you will be able to send the loads
to meet these bullocks at Coraygaum. I am exceedingly
anxious upon this subject, and also to receive the fresh sup-
plies of rice by the coolies; because I shall then be enabled
to feed the troops on rice only, and leave the bazaars to the
followers. We have scarcely been able to supply the con-
sumption in the bazaars, since flour has been taken from
them for the use of the troops; and it will be a great relief
to be again able to give the troops rice. I am happy to tell
you, that the orders respecting the issue of flour were well
received, and there have been no grumbling or complaints.

< It appears by the accounts received from Colonel Mur-
ray, that the cooly carriage is as cheap as that by bullocks,



46 THE MARHATTA WAR. 1803.

and it is certainly equally expeditious. 1 do not, therefore,
in any way object to it, excepting that it is not possible to
get as many coolies as bullocks.

< I am getting a few bullocks, and have many means em-
ployed to procure more. I think that I am now in a better
state than I was a few days ago, and I hope to be able to
hold my position. '

¢ You will observe by my letter of the 23rd, that I am
fully aware of the necessity of strengthening Colonel Steven-
son, if I should be obliged to draw off. Indeed, that mea-
sure is obviously so necessary, that I considered of the pro-
priety of joining Colonel Stevenson myself with the whole
corps; but the objection to that measure was the danger of
increasing his consumption, so far as to distress him for pro-
visions, at the moment when we might be called upon to act.
The detachments which you propose to add to him, you will
observe are nearly equal in strength, and will consume nearly
as much as the whole of this body of troops: and as they
would not have with them the excellent bazaars and means
that I have of drawing subsistence from any country in
which it can be found, they would fall still more upon Co-
lonel Stevenson’s regular modes of supply for their consump-
tion, and probably would distress him more than even the
whole of this body of troops would.

It is true, that you propose that further supplies should
be brought forward from Hyderabad : but I have to observe,
from the account I have received from Colonel Stevenson of
the state of his supplies, that it is necessary that further
measures should be taken for his subsistence without the
smallest loss of time, even supposing that he should not be
reinforced : and I strongly suspect, that when he comes to
count bags as I have done, he will find the quantity of rice
to be much smaller than he imagined it.

¢ Another objection to reinforcing Colonel Stevenson at
all, and that applies still more strongly to sending the large
detachment from this corps which you have proposed, is the
risk that, in consequence thereof, this corps may never be of
sufficient strength, or so composed as to be able to march
forward from Poonah; supposing that there should be a
war. We should then be obliged to have recourse to one of
two measures: to turn Colonel Stevenson’s attention to pro-
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tecting and forming a junction with his corps; or, to break
up General Stuart’s army to make this corps so strong as to
be again independent. Considering the call for Goa, the
probability of the arrival of the French troops at Pondi-
cherry, and the prospect of the renewal of the French war,
the question is, would that be prudent? Would General
Stuart consent to that measure ?

* We must certainly keep Colonel Stevenson in such
strength as to insure his safety in his advanced position ; but
in deciding upon the degree of strength I must give him,
and the nature of the troops I must send him, I must con-
sider the circumstances above alluded to: the strength of
the enemy, their present state, their probable future state,
and their immediate designs. However, as I told you be-
fore, my prospects have improved so much within these last
two days, that I have strong hopes that I shall be able to
retain my position; and if any of my modes of procuring
bullocks succeed, I shall entirely recover.

< Believe me, &ec.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Murray.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 26th June, 1803.

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the
24th, and I have seen Major Spens’s report to Captain
Barclay, of the supply sent off upon coolies. This is, I
assure you, very satisfactory to me. I approve of your
sending a party to Coraygaum, and of the instructions to
the officer commanding it, excepting that there will be no
occasion for his making a raft.

‘ In case Captain Young should, according to your direc-
tion, send up any of the bullocks found too small for the
pontoons,lloaded with rice, I request you to send them on
with loads of rice to me, specifying that they are these bul-
locks, at the time you send them.

1 called upon Mr. Duncan for two thousand carriage
bullocks which he promised me I should have at the end of
May; but as they have not yet produced five hundred
draught bullocks, which I called for likewise, they have
employed part of these two thousand carriage bullocks in
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drawing the pontoons. All those, therefore, unfit for this
work, must be sent on to me as carriage cattle.

¢ Captain Buchan is to return to join the army. Instruc-
tions to that effect are gone to Poonah.

¢ I omitted to mention to you, that I observe Mr. Duncan
has recommended that a person should be especially ap-
pointed to take charge of the cattle with your detachment.
I have written to him, however, to say, that although I com-
plained of the state of condition of the cattle, I had no
complaint to make of Major Spens; on the contrary, I
have reason to be well satisfied with Major Spens in every

respect.
< I have the honor to be, &ec.

¢ Colonel Murray.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
To Major Kirkpatrick.
¢ SiR, ¢ Camp, 26th June, 1803.

¢ Since I marched from Poonah I have sustained a great
loss in carriage cattle employed in moving provisions and
stores for the troops under my command; and the conse-
quence is, that the stock of provisions which I had, and which
would have lasted for three months, is much reduced.

¢ From causes which it is not at present necessary to dis-
cuss, I have not been able to procure any assistance from the
Peshwah’s Government, either to replace the loss of cattle
which I have sustained, or to bring forward any part of the
depot of provisions which I had formed at Poonah, with a
view to the possible want before the return of the fair
season; and it appears clearly that I must find means of
subsistence, and of bringing forward the provisions collected
at Poonah, independently of the Peshwah’s Government.

< Whatever may be my success in effecting these objects,
I fear that, when I shall cross the Godavery, I shall be
obliged to call upon Colonel Stevenson for assistance; and
having taken into consideration the state of his supplies, in
order that I might be enabled to judge whether he could
afford me the assistance which I might require, I find that
although the provision made for him is so ample as to secure
his subsistence for three months, at least, he will suffer in-
convenience before that time, if he should be obliged to
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supply me with any part of it. I therefore take the liberty
of suggesting to )011 the propriety of sending towards
Colonel Stevenson’s army about 5000 bullock loads of rice
as soon as it may be practicable ; and that a further supply
of the same quantity should be sent in the middle of the
month of August.

¢ The cause of the mortality among the cattle attached to
the troops under my command has been the great length of
the march they made from Seringapatam, in a very dry and
hot season ; during the greatest part of the march the majo-
rity of them suffered from a disorder to which all the cattle
were liable in the last year, owing to the scarcity and bad-
ness of the forage at Poonah, and to the weather we have
had since I marched from that place. The number of cattle
lost by the brinjarries on this service has been so large, and
the distance from Seringapatam is so great, that I much fear
that I shall not be able to order up many more of this class
of people from the Mysore country.

¢ I have no reason to expect any assistance from the Pesh-
wah’s government, at least till the conclusion of the rainy
season, even if I should receive any at that period; and you
will therefore observe, that I must rely in a great measure
upon the means which you may be able to prevail upon the
Nizam’s government to bring forward.

¢ While writing upon this subject, it is proper that I should
inform you, that upon enquiry I find that the store formed
at Dowlutabad consists entirely of dry grain and flour, and
I believe that those at Kurdlah and Dharore are of the same

description. You are aware that our native troops require
rice.

<1 have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Major Kirkpatrick.” ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Major Kirkpatrick.
¢ SIr, < Camp, 26th June, 1803.*
< I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter which I
have received from Colonel Stevenson, from which you wxlll

* The Governor General to Major General the Hon. A. Wellesley.
¢ Sir, ¢ Fort William, 26th June, 1803.
¢ The present state of affairs in the Marhatta empire, and the security of the
alliance lately concluded between his Highness the Peshwah and the British
VOL. IT. . E
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be able to form a judgment of the measures taken by Rajah
Mohiput Ram at Aurungabad, and of the state of defence in

which that place will be hereafter.
< T have the honor to be, &c.
¢ Major Kirkpatrich. : ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

Government, require that a temporary authority should be constituted at the
least possible distance from the scene of eventual negotiation or hostilities, with
full powers to conclnde upon the spot whatever arrangements may become neces-
sary, either for the final settlement of peace, or for the active prosecution of war.
In such a crisis, various questions may arise, of which the precise tendency can-
not be foreseen, and which may demand a prompt decision. The issue of these
questions may involve the result of war or peace; and, in either alternative, the
delay of reference to my authority might endanger the seasonable dispatch and
the prosperity of the public service.

¢ 2, The success of the military operations, now placed under your directions,
may depend on the timely decision of various political questions which may
occur with relation to the interests and views of the several Marhatta chiefs and
jaghiredars, and of their Highnesses the Peshwah and the Nizam ; on the other
hand, the issue of every political arrangement, now under negotiation with the
powers of Hindustan or the Deccan, must be inseparably blended with the move-
ments of your army.

¢ 3. It is therefore necessary, during the present crisis, to unite the general
direction and control of all political and military affairs in Hindustan and the
Deccan under a distinct local authority, subject to the Governor General in
Council. These powers could not be placed with advantage in any other hands
than those of the general officer commanding the troops destined to restore the
tranquillity of the Deccan.

¢ 4. Your approved ability, zeal, temper, and judgment, combined with your
extensive local experience; your established influence and high reputation
among the Marhatta chiefs and states; and your intimate knowledge of my
views and sentiments concerning the British interests in the Marhatta empire,
have determined me to vest these important and arduous powers in your haunds.

¢5. The nature of your military command under the orders of his Excellency
Lieut. General Stuart is not likely to admit any doubt, or to lead to any
embarrassment. In order, however, to obviate all possible difficulty on this
point, I hereby appoint you to the chief commaud of all the British troops, and
of the forces of our allies serving in the territories of the Peshwah, of the Nizam,
or of any of the Marhatta states or chiefs, subject only to the orders of his Ex-
cellency Lient. General Stuart, or of his Excellency General Lake.

¢6. T empower and further direct you to assume and exercise the general
direction and control of all the political and military affairs of the British Go-
vernment in the territories of the Nizam, of the Peshwah, and of the Marhatta
states and chiefs,

¢ 7. The instructions addressed to the Resident at Poonah, under date the 30th
ultimo (of which the general substance had been previously communicated to
the Resident by the note of the 7th of May), convey to you full authority to
carry into complete effect all the measures therein provisionally prescribed, as far
as the accomplishment of those measures may depend upon your proceedings,
without previous reference to my authority,

¢8. I hereby confirm that authority ; and I fusther vest you with full powers
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‘o Colonel Stevenson.

¢ My peARrR CoLONEL, ¢ Camp, 28th June, 1803.
¢ T have received your letters of the 24th and 25th. Tam

much obliged to you for the steps you have taken regarding

bullocks for me, as mentioned in your letter of the 24th.

to decide any question which may arise in the prosecution of the measures pre-
scribed by those orders, according to the general spirit of my views and intentions
concerning the affairs of the Marhatta state ; directing you, however, to refer to
me in all cases in which a previous reference to my authority may not appear to
hazard the public interests, Under the same reservation, I authorise and
empower you to commence and conclude negotiations with any of the Marhatta
chiefs and jaghiredars on the part of the British Government, for the purpose of
promoting the general objects of the alliance lately concluded with his Highness
the Peshwah, or of that subsisting with his Highness the Nizam.

¢9. This general authority especially empowers you, either directly, or throngh
the representatives or officers of the British Government, to negotiate and con-
clude any engagements with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, with the Rajah of Berar, or
with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, which may induce those chieftains to retire with their
forces within the limits of their respective dominions, or to afford any other satis-
factory pledge of their respective pacific intentions towards the British Govern-
ment and its allies, You will be careful to form any such engagements on
principles conformable to the dignity, honor, and interests of the British Govern-~
ment and of its allies, and to the spirit and tenor of our subsisting treaties; you
are also authorised, under this instruction, to arbitrate, on the part of the British
Government, the terms of any convention between his Highness the Peshwah
and those chieftains respectively, for the settlement of mutual differences or
demands, or for the adjustment of relative pretensions, and to pledge the gua-
rantee of the British Government for the observance of those terms by the con-
tracting parties. You are also empowered to arbitrate and guarantee the terms
of accommodation between Scindiah and Holkar, if any points should yet remain
unadjusted between those chieftains; and to frame, negotiate, and guarantee
any terms between those chieftains, jointly or separately, and the Rajah of Berar,
It is my particular intention by these instructions to enable you to conclude such
arrangements with any of those chieftains, either separately or combined, as may
preclude or frustrate any confederacy, or other measures directed to the sub-
version of the treaty of Bassein, or to the injury of our rights and interests, or
those of our allies.

€10, You are also empowered to conclude such engagements with any subor-
dinate chieftains of the Marhatta state as may appear to you to be expedient for
the purpose of securing their co-operations in the event of hostilities between the
British Government and Scindiah, the Rajah of Berar, Jeswunt Rao Holkar, or
any other power; you are authorised further to adopt the necessary measures for
conciliating the obedience of the subordinate chiefs to the Peshwah’s authority.

¢11. In the actual relation of the British Government to the Peshwah, we
possess the right of securing to the chiefs and jaghiredars of the Marhatta
empire the satisfaction of their just and equitable claims, even independently of
any direct act of the Peshwah’s government ; the exercise of that right becomes
a duty in proportion to the danger with which the tardy, infirm, or erroneous

E 2
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< In respect to the rice, if you should deem that which
Mohiput Ram may purchase to be in safety at Aurungabad,
and that which Sookroodoor may purchase to be in safety at
Puttun, it will be equally as convenient to me to have it at
those places as in my camp ; and more convenient than that

proceedings of the Peshwah’s government may menace the security of the alli-
ance, and the stability of his Highness’s legitimate authority.

<12. The policy of the treaty, and my inclinations, would induce me to limit
our interference in the internal affairs of the Peshwah’s government within the
most moderate bounds. I am determined, however, to pursue that course which
shall lead most directly and speedily to the full restoration and establishment of
his Highness’s authority on a permanent basis, and to the efficient operation of
the benefits of the alliance. Ifthe imbecility of his Highness’s council, the de-
fect of his personal character, or the intrigues of his servants, should tend to
frustrate or to retard the accomplishment of those salutary objects, the provisional
interference of the British power must be seasonably and firmly applied, to rescue
his Highness from the immediate effect of evils which cannot be suffered to
operate for a moment, without the hazard of every interest which the treaty of
Bassein was destined to restore and confirm.

¢13. You will therefore proceed without delay to conclude all such arrange-
ments with his Highness’s jaghiredars, and servants of all descriptions, as may
appear to you to be necessary to enable yon to meet the exigencies of the present
crisis ; and you will not abstain from the most direct and even ostensible interpo-
sition of the British authority, which may, in your judgment, be requisite to
secure the exertions, to animate the zeal, or to reward the services of the Pesh-
wal’s subjects and servants in the common cause of his Highness and of his
allies. Whatever immediate expense may be necessary for this purpose, will be
defrayed at present by the British Government, and will hereafter become a
charge against the Peshwah, as being inseparably connected with his Highness’s
restoration and establishment.

¢ 14. All such engagements as you may conclude with his Highness the Pesh-
wah, and with any of the Marhatta chiefs and jaghiredars, or other powers, will
be confirmed by me under the limitations and restrictions herein prescribed.

€15. Copies of these instructions will be transmitted to the governments of
Fort St. George and Bombay, and lo the Residents at the Courts of Poonsh,
Hyderabad, at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and in the territories of the
Guickwar; with directions to those several authorities to assist you, and to co-
operate with you in all points connected with the efficient exercise of the powers
with which you are hereby invested.

¢16. In exercising the powers hereby intrusted to your sole discretion, I direct
you to hold the most unreserved and confidential interconrse with the Residents
at Poonah, at Hyderabad, and at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and also with
the Resident in the territory of the Guickwar ; and you will regularly correspond
with Lord Clive and with Mr. Duncan.

¢17. You will necessarily continue to receive the orders of his Excellency
Lieut. General Stuart, and to submit a full view of all your operations to the
direction of his Excellency. I particularly enjoin you to submit to his Excellency
T.he earliest information of your proceedings of a political nature under these
instructions.

€18, If circumstances should render it necessary for his Excellency Lieut.
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the bullocks which you may purchase should be delayed to
receive it.

< You are now so far from me, that it would be difficult to
send you twenty thousand rupees, or any other sum to pay
for this rice, or the bullocks; but you shall certainly be re-

General Stuart to unite the whole force of the army in the field, and to assume
in person the general command in the Deccan, in that case I hereby vest the
authority conveyed to you, by this dispatch, in his Excellency Lieut. General
Stuart; under the fullest confidence that he will exercise it with the same ad-
vantage to the public service which I have uniformly derived from the exertion
of his Excellency’s distinguished talents, experience, and virtues.

€19. In the case supposed, I empower his Excellency to delegate the whole,
or any part of the said authority to you ; and I desire that in exercising the said
authority, or any part thereof;in his own person, his Excellency will be pleased to
communicate fully with you, and to receive your advice and opinion.

¢20. In the execution of these instructions, I authorise and direct you to
employ any additional military staff; and to require the services of any civil
officers, whose assistance you may deem necessary, to the dispatch of the arduous
affairs connected with the subject of this order.

«I have the honor to be, &c,
¢ Major General the Hon. A, Wellesley. ¢ WELLESLEY.

The Governor General to Major General the Hon, A. Fellesley.

<SIR, ¢ Fort William, 27th June, 1803,

1. The conduct of Scindiah, and of the Rajah of Berar, requires a special
notification to you of my views and intentions with regard to the operations of
your army, and to such political proceedings as may be connected with a state of
war between the British Gevernment and those chiefs.

¢First. On the receipt of this dispatch, you will desire Colonel Collins to
demand an explicit declaration of the views of Scindiah, and of the Rajah of
Berar, within such a number of days as shall appear to you to be reasonable,
consistently with a due attention to the period of the seasons, and to the facility
of moving your army, and of prosecuting hostilities with the advantages which
you now possess.

¢2. If that explanation should not be satisfactory on such grouuds as, in your
discretion, you may state to Colonel Collins, you will desire Colonel Collins to
repair to your camp under a proper escort.

¢3. In this event, or in any other state of circumstances which may appear to
you to require hostilities, consistently with the general tenor of my instructions,
you will employ the forces under your command in the most active operations
against Scindiah or the Rajah of Berar, or against both, according to your
discretion,

¢4, Ttis probable that the state of the rivers will afford great advantages to
your army, and will embarrass the enemy in a considerable degree, if hostiliti_s
should commence during the rainy monsoon. In this event, I direct you to use
your utmost efforts to destroy the military power of either or of both chiefs, and
especially of Scindiah, and to avail yourself of every advantage which circum-
stances may offer, to the utmost extent of the strength of your army. It is par-
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paid any sums that you advance on account of this division

of the army.
¢ The money which is now coming from General Stuart’s

camp is not intended for you, but for me. I have received

ticularly desirable that you should destroy Scindiah’s artillery, and all arms of
European construction, and all military stores which he may possess.

¢ 5, In the event of hostilities, you will therefore proceed to the utmost ex-
tremity which may appear to you to promise success, without admitting pacific
negotiation until the power of the opposing chief shall have been completely
destroyed. In such case, the actual seizure of the person of Scindiah, or of
Ragojec Bhoonslah, would be highly desirable, and the state of the rivers may
perhaps favor such an advantage.

¢6. In any crisis which may exist under the terror of your approach, or at any
time after hostilities shall have actually commenced, I empower you to conclude
peace with Scindiah, or with the Rajah of Berar, jointly or separately, on such
terms as may appear to you most advisable. I shall, however, state to you the
objects most desirable, in the event of any treaty with either or with both those
chiefs, founded on their aggression and on our success or power.

¢7. The entire reduction of Scindiah’s power would certainly afford consider-
able security to our interests: in the event, however, of a peace with Scindiah,
which should leave his power in existence among the states of India, the most
desirable arrangements would be :—First, That Scindiah should cede to the Com-
pany all his possessions, rights, and pretensions, within the countries to the
northward of a line drawn from the north frontier of Gohud, to the frontier of
Jynagur, together with all his possessions, &c., to the northward of Jynagur.—
This cession would include Agra, Delhi, and the remainder of the Dooab, of the
Jumna, and Ganges. The Mogul’s person would necessarily fall under our pro-
tection. This article must be a special stipulation of freaty. Our frontier towards
the ceded provinces of Oude would then be formed by the small state of Gohud,
and by the Rajpoot states of Jynagur and Jeypoor.—The Ranah of Gohud to
tecome tributary to the Company; Gwalior to be occupied by the Company.
Defensive alliances to be formed with Jynagur and Jeypoor. By this arrange-
ment the Marhattas would be excluded from the north of Hindustan, and from
communication with the Seiks.—2ndly, Scindiah to cede Baroach, and all his
maritime possessions.—3rdly, Scindiah to cede all his possessions, rights, &c.,
in Guzerat.—4tbly, Scindiah to cede all his possessions, &c., southward of the
Nerbudda.

¢8. Arrangements might be made for a partition of these cessions with the
Peshwah and the Nizam, In the event of hostilities with Scindiah and Holkar,
and of the complete defeat of those chiefs, the most distinct arrangement would be
to take for the Company all the territories, rights, or pretensions of Scindiah and
of Holkar, to the northward aud westward of the Nerbudda, and to make that
river the boundary of the northern frontier of the Peshwah, giving to the Pesh-
wah all the territories, &c., of those chiefs to the southward of the Nerbudda,
with the exception of all sea ports, which must be reserved to the Company.
Bundelcund is properly subject to the Peshwah. It would be desirable to obtain
that province for the Company, with a view to secure the navigation of the
Jumna, and to the further security of the province of Benares.

‘From the Rajah of Berar I should wish to acquire the whole province of
Cuttack, so as to unite the northern sircars by a continued line of sea coast with
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a letter from General Stuart, however, in which he tells me
that he is to send you one lac of pagodas; and that sum
may be sent to you either with another lac of pagodas for
me, through the Nizam’s country, or it may go to Hydera-
bad, according to the wish expressed by you to General

Bengal.—This cession, including Balasore, &c.,to be made either absolutely, or
upon payment of a moderate rent, or as a security for a subsidiary force to be
introduced into the dominions of the Rajah of Berar, The district of Gurrah
Mundela has been an object to the Nizam. This object is to be pursued, accord-
ing to circumstances, in the event of war with the Rajah of Berar. Without
securing one or other of these advantages, you will not make peace with the
Rajah of Berar, after he shall have compelled you to resort to hostilities against
him, unless, in your discretion, you should deem peace with the Rajah of Berar
advisable on different terms.

9, You are at liberty, generally, to modify the terms on peace herein suggested,
at your discretion ; or to change them altogether, if it should become advisable
to detach any chief from the confederacy.

10, If Holkar should join the confederacy, you will act towards him on the
principles of the preceding instructions. It is not desirable to erect Holkar’s
accidental power into an established state of India. This reduction would cer-
tainly be the most advisable policy ; but the conduct and modification of our rela-
tions with Holkar must be left entirely to your discretion. You will not,however,
prosecute hostilities against Holkar, merely for the purpose of obtaining indem-
nity for the plunder of Aurungabad, or for any other predatory incursions; such
question may be reserved for amicable negotiation.

<11. Inthe event of hostilities, you will take proper measures for withdrawing
the European officers from the service of Scindiah, Holkar, and of every other
chief opposed to you.

€12. You are at liberty to incur any expense requisite for this service, and to
employ such emissaries as may appear most serviceable. You are also at liberty
to enter into such engagements as may appear advantageous with any of Scin-
diah’s ministers, chiefs, or servants, or with those of the Rajah of Berar or of
Holkar ; and to afford any useful encouragement to the party of the Bheys, or to
any others in the dominions of any of the confederate chiefs,

¢13. Inthe event of hostilities, I propose to dispatch proper emissaries to Gohud,
and to the Rajpoot chiefs. You will also employ every endeavor fo excite those
powers against Scindiah. I propose to engage to guarantee their independence,
and to secure to them any other reasonable advantages which they may require.
The independence of the Rajpoot chiefs would constitute a power which would
form the best security to our north-western frontier in Hindustan, in the supposi-
tion of Scindiah’s reduction.

¢14. You will apprize his Excellency General Lake, through the most expedi-
tious channel, (if any more expeditious communication should offer than through
Calcutta,) of your plan of political and military operations under these instructions.

15. Scindiah’s retreat across the Nerbudda (after his insolent aud hostile
declaration to Colonel Collins of the 28th of May) will not alone be a sufficient
proof of his pacific intentions : unless, therefore, Scindiah shall have afforded full
satisfaction and security in your judgment, you will pursue him across the Nex-
budda, if you should deem that movement advisable for the purpose of reducing
his means of mischief. €16,
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Stuart, or it may come to Poonah with a lac of pagodas for
me. Whenever General Stuart shall apprize me of his
determination upon this point, I shall write to you.

< I think that it would be desirable to increase the guard
in charge of the boats on the Godavery, to an European
officer, and a company of native infantry, in order to provide
effectually for their security; and that I might have it in my
power, by corresponding with him, to direct their meeting
me at any part of the river I may think proper. This same
officer might have under his charge the one thousand brin-
jarries, so far as that he should know where to find them, in
case I should want them.

¢ The mutaseddee who conducts the Hindustany dawk for
Colonel Collins, and who resides, I believe, at Aurungabad,
has complained of the want of a boat upon the Godavery,
for the purpose of transporting the letters across. He has

¢16. The same principle applies to any movement of the Rajah of Berar or of
Holkar. The retreat of Ragojee Bhoonslah or of Holkar to any place situated
within their respective territories, or elsewhere, will not exclusively amount to a
sufficient degree of satisfaction and security, after the recent proofs which the
confederacy has disclosed of determined hostility and arrogant ambition.

¢17. You will consider what steps may be taken to excite Cashee Rao Holkar
against Jeswunt Rao; and if, in prosecuting hostilities, you should be able to
obtain possession of the person of Kundee Rao Holkar, you will avail yourself
of that advantage.

¢ 18. The precise time of action from Oude and in Cuttack cannot now be
stated ; but I will seize Agra, Delhi, take tke person of the Mogul under British
protection, and occupy the Dooab, together with Cuttack, at the earliest practi-
cable moment after I shall have learnt that you deem hostilities inevitable, or
as soon as such measures of precaution may appear to me to be requisite.

€19, Inthe movements of your army, and in all your proceedings under these
instructions, you will advert to the precarious state of the Nizam’s health, and to
the necessity of preserving our interests at Hyderabad, in the event of his High-
ness’s decease. The Resident at Hyderabad will apprize you of the orders which
he has received from me respecting the succession to the musnud of the Deccan.

€20. Although a division of the French troops is already arrived at Pondi-
cherry, and the remainder may be soon expected, I desire that you will not be
induced, by that event, to precipitate an accommodation with any of the Mar-
hatta powers. The effectual security of our interests in the Marhatta empire is
the strongest barrier which can be opposed to the progress of the French interests
in India; the early reduction of Scindiah (if that chief should compel us toresort
to hostilities) is certain,and would prove a fatal blow to the views of France. An
imperfect arrangement with the Marhatta powers, or a delay of active measures,
might open to France the means of engaging, with advantage, in the affairs of the
Marhatta empire.

¢ I have the honor to be, &c.
¢ Major General the Hon, A, Wellesley. ¢ WELLESLEY.
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written to me to say that Rajah Sookroodoor has taken
away the boat which was formerly used for that purpose.
If he has done so, it has been by your desire, and for my
use; and therefore, I cannot but approve of what he has
done: but I think that it would be desirable that a basket
boat should be upon the Godavery, at the place at which
Colonel Collins’s dawk crosses, and which may be found out
from the mutaseddee above mentioned, who resides at Au-
rungabad.

< We have no accounts from Colonel Collins since the
18th. I imagine that matters remain at Scindiah’s camp
nearly in the same state as when I wrote last to you.

< I beg you to be cautious not to advance beyond Roshun-
gaum; and not to go out of the Nizam's territories, or into
those, the property of which is divided between the Nizam
and the Marhattas; and not to act upon a report from any
of the Chiefs that Colonel Collins has come away, until you
are absolutely certain of it. All these chiefs have interested
motives, and where the Marhattas are concerned, their re-
ports are to be received with doubts.

< Your situation is a most delicate one, and therefore I
particularly caution you. It will be our duty to carry on
the war with activity, when it shall begin; but it is equally
so to avoid hostilities, if we possibly can; and by no means
to take any step which can occasion them, or give a pretence
for Scindiah or the Rajah of Berar to commence them.

¢ T return Meer Khan’s letter: you will perceive by this
postseript that I have received your letter of the 26th.

< Believe me, &ec.
¢ Colonel Stevenson.” ¢ ARTHUR W ELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢« My peAR COLONEL, ¢ Camp, 28th June, 1803.
< From your letter of the 27th, which I have just received,
I apprechend that there is some mistake respecting the bul-
locks which I sent off on the 26th for rice; and that I did
not clearly explain myself. My wish was that these bullocks
should, if possible, receive their loads at Coraygaum, where
they would arrive on to-morrow, the 29th ; and that in order
that the loads might be sent there from Poonah, I proposed
either that Colonel Murray’s bullocks should be employed,
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or that coolies should be hired; or that if coolies could not
be hired, Colonel Murray should endeavor to prevail upon
his dooley bearers, or a working party of sepoys, to perform
this service. At last, if the rice could not be sent out to
Coraygaum, I requested that you would be so kind as to
write to the officer in charge of the party, and I informed
you that he would go on to Poonah for the rice. 1 was
anxious, however, that your arrangements to send on rice to
camp by coolies should not be disturbed, in order to send
the rice to meet the party at Coraygaum.

¢ In your postscript to your letter of the 27th, you say you
« will of course stop the march of the detachment with the
bullocks to Coraygaum.” They will be there to-morrow
morning, and I think it better that they should march on
even to Poonah, than come back without loads. But this
letter may reach you in time to enable you to make some
arrangements for sending out their loads on to-morrow
evening and the 30th, so as to enable them to commence
their return to camp on the lst of July. If this should be
the case, I request you to send off an express messenger to
Lieut. Walker, the officer in charge of the detachment, to
desire him to wait at Coraygaum for the loads.

¢ Believe me, &e.

¢ Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ARTnur WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Murray.
¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 29th June, 1803.
¢ I have received your letter of the 27th June, and I con-
clude that you will have sent the rice to meet the bullocks
at Coraygaum.

I shall write to you respecting sending on rice to us
hereafter, as soon as I see the first coolies you sent come
into camp. They are not yet arrived, but the first asses
have arrived.

¢ 1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will send me
five hundred bullock saddles upon coolies’ heads. I have
been tolerably successful in getting bullocks, and want sad-
dles for them. Let me know also what progress Major
Spens has made in getting the gunny bags.

< It would be desirable that a note should be written to
the officer in charge at Coraygaum, and to Lieut. Brown,
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whom I have placed for the present at Seroor, upon the
Goor, to apprize those gentlemen when you shall dispatch
any thing from Poonah.

¢ Lieut. Stirling ought also to be directed to inform Lieut.
Brown when any thing passes his post. I shall direct Lieut.
Brown to let me know when the same may pass the Goor.
We shall thus have our supplies constantly in our view.

< If your bullock saddles should be supposed to be good,
let some be purchased in Poonah.

< I have the honor to be, &c.
¢ Colonel Murray.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Stevenson.

¢ My pear COLONEL, ¢ Camp, 30th Jane, 1803.

< Since I wrote to you last, I have received a letter from
Colonel Collins, dated the 22nd, from which it appears very
improbable that he should have quitted Scindiah’s camp be-
fore the 28th; and it is even probable that he will yet be
there for some time longer. The question of peace or war
still remains in the same undecided state.

‘1 mention this to you just to show the necessity of
caution in giving credit to the reports you may hear.

¢ Believe me, &c.
¢ Colonel Stevenson. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ My pear CoLONEL, ¢ Camp, 30th June, 1803.

¢ I have received your letters of the 27th and 28th. None
of the coolies that have been sent off from Poonah have yet
arrived in camp. It is possible that they may have been de-
tained by the rivers; but I request that no more may be
sent till I see these come in.

¢ I have written a letter to Collins, in which I have urged
him to press forward the negotiation with Scindiah. We
cannot shrink from the contest into which we must enter, if
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar will not remove from the
Nizam’s frontier.

¢ My plan of operations was to attack Ahmednuggur with
my corps, and to keep Colonel Stevenson with his on the
defensive, beyond the Godavery, till I should have got pos-
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session of Ahmednuggur, and then that both corps should
co-operate.

‘You appear to be of opinion that Colonel Stevenson
would not be sufficiently strong, opposed to the whole con-
federacy, in which I agree; but in fact there is no reason to
believe that he will be opposed to the whole confederacy.
We know that Holkar has crossed the Taptee with all or
the greatest part of his force; and that both his army and
Scindiah’s are much crippled, and at present very ill equipped
for a campaign. Therefore, even supposing that Holkar
could recross the Taptee, so as to join in a combined opera-
tion against Colonel Stevenson, before I should have made
such progress at Ahmednuggur as to give the Colonel some
assistance, it is not probable that the confederates would be
able to bring such a force upon him, as to give us any reason
to be apprehensive of the consequences.

‘But even supposing that Colonel Stevenson is weak, I
do not see in what manner I can reinforce him. I cannot
send him cavalry, because it is my opinion that the measure
which Scindiah will adopt for the defence of Ahmednuggur
may be to send a body of cavalry to cut off my communi-
cation with Poonah; and I shall want all the troops of that
description which I have got. Indeed, I have heard that a
small body of pindarries are already arrived in the country.
I shall want all the infantry I have for the operation upon
Ahmednuggur.

¢ On the other hand, I might bring Colonel Stevenson
across the Godavery; and certainly if I thought he was in
any danger, that would be the measure which I should
adopt : but it would be attended by the entire ruin of the
Nizam’s territories north of that river, and with the loss of
our own reputation, for which evils our success at Ahmed-
nuggur would hardly compensate.

¢ Therefore it is my opinion, considering the divided and
crippled state of the enemy at the present moment, and the
little chance there is that this state will mend before I can
cross the Godavery, that I ought to leave Colonel Stevenson
north of that river, at least to keep all small plundering
parties in check. In my opinion the great difficulty I shall
have to contend with will be to check the Colonel himself.
However, I have sent him the most positive orders not to
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quit the Nizam’s territories. 1 wrote to Mr. Duncan to
keep the depbts at Poonah and Panwell well supplied.

< Believe me, &ec.
¢ Lieut, Colonel Close. | ¢« ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Murray.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 30th June, 1803.

< None of the coolies are yet arrived, but I have sent out
to look for them.

< In case the depdt at Poonah should fall below 4000 bags,
you should purchase; but I make no doubt that Captain
Young will be able to keep it up to double that amount.
Mr. Duncan will easily have it in his power to keep the
store full at Panwell.

<1 do not wish you to issue flour to the sepoys; in fact it
would not be cheaper than half a scer of rice: it introduces
a new practice into the service, which is bad if it is not
necessary ; and as every change of food causes sickness, it
may be prejudicial to their health.

< T have this instant received a letter from Lieut. Walker,
who went with the bullocks to Coraygaum; he did not at-
tend to his instructions, and arrived there on the 27th,
instead of the 29th. He met there some of the coolies whom
you dispatched on the 25th; he took from them their loads,
and was waiting to retake the loads of others, whom he heard
were on the road. All this is contrary to his instructions:
190 of the bullocks are come into the camp already, and God
knows when Lieut. Walker will arrive with the others. I
have sent off a messenger to him, however, with orders to
come on with the bullocks which he will have loaded, and to
bring with him all the coolies that may be at Coraygaum.

¢ I think, however, it is very probable that, as the coolies
will have found that the loads of some have been taken
from them at Coraygaum, none of them will proceed farther
than that place, and they will lay down their loads there. I
request you to write to Lieut. Stirling, to inquire whether
this is the case; and if it should be so, send coolies from
Poonah to carry their loads on to camp; and be so kind as
to send an hircarrah with each party that you shall send off.

¢ T have the honor to be, &e.
¢ Colonel Murray.' ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
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To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ My pear CoLONEL, < Camp, 1st July, 1803.

¢ The first coolies dispatched from Poonah are dropping
into camp, and notwithstanding the mistake made by Lieut.
Walker, of which Colonel Murray will have informed you, I
think that we shall do pretty well.

¢ I shall be obliged to you if you will give directions that
2000 more coolies loaded with rice may be sent to camp,
An hircarrah and one or two sepoys ought to come with
each party, in order to keep them together and show them

the road.
¢ Believe me, &ec.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢« ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Murray.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 2nd July, 1803.

< T have just received your letter of the 30th of June. The
scaling ladders would be very useful to me, and I shall be
obliged to you if you will desire that they may be brought
up from Panwell, and sent forward to camp. I also agree in
opinion with Lieut. Colonel Close, that the iron 18 pounders
might be very useful, and indeed necessary; and at all
events there is no harm in having them at Poonah; but
in what manner are they and the stores to be brought
up the ghaut? I see no mode at present of effecting this
object.

‘I wish that you would look at my bullocks, of which
Lieut. Brown has charge, and see whether they are at all in
a state for work ; and if they are, whether they could draw
your two 12 pounders and two howitzers with their stores
from Poonah. I am well satisfied with the equipment I
have, in case it should be necessary to attack the fort of
Ahmednuggur; but there is no harm in having a larger one,
and the howitzers in particular may be very useful. If, there-
fore, you should be of opinion that Lieut. Brown’s bullocks
can work, I should wish you to send forward all these pieces;
but if only sufficient for the howitzers, and in condition, send
them. You may send a guard with them, and I will look
out for them from Seroor.

¢ As the pontoons cannot be wanted till after we have got
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Ahmednuggur; and as, at all events, I suspect that, from
the state of their equipments and the breaking of their
carriages already, they will be of little use in this campaign,
I believe it would be best to send for some of their bul-
locks to move the 12 pounders and howitzers, with their
tumbrils, if those under Lieut. Brown’s charge are not equal
to that work.

¢ If you should be able to send these pieces of ordnance, 1
should wish you to send with them about twenty artillery
men. Of course these, with the ordnance, will be returned
to you, as soon as the operation at Ahmednuggur shall be

concluded.
< I have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Colonel Murray.' < ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ My pear CoLONEL, ¢ Camp, 3rd July, 1803.

< I received last night your letter of the 20th of June, re-
garding Mr. Mackenzie. .

¢ In exercising the power given to me by Government, in
regard to the subsidiary force at Poonah, I shall consider it
a duty, and it certainly is my inclination, to select those
officers for the situations which are to be filled who may be
agrecable to you. The gentleman you now have recom-
mended to me is one for whom I have a respect, and in
whose advancement and welfare I am materially interested ;
as he has been frequently recommended to me in the strong-
est terms by his relation General Mackenzie, a very old friend
of mine.

¢ But both you and I, my dear Colonel, must attend to
claims of a superior nature to those brought forward, either
in consequence of our private feelings of friendship or of
recommendation. Of this nature are the claims founded
upon service.

¢ Mr. Gilmour, the Staff Surgeon with this division of the
army, quitted a situation of emolument at Seringapatam, in
order to take the field with the troops, when it was deter-
mined that the detachment should march to Poonah under
my command, and when Mr. Anderson joined the head quar-
ters. Mr. Gilmour was selected to be at the head of the
medical department of that detachment, and his allowances
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were, by order of the Commander in Chief, fixed on the same
scale with those of the Staff Surgeon with the subsidiary
force serving with the Nizam. Since that time, Mr. Gilmour
has done all the duty of the Staff Surgeon greatly to my satis-
faction and the general good ; and when the subsidiary force
comes to be established at Poonah, I think that I could not
disappoint the expectation which he has had a right to form,
that he would be its permanent Staff Surgeon, without doing
him great injustice, and, in his person, violating a principle
which ought always to guide those who have the disposal of
military patronage, viz., that those who do the duty of the
army ought to be promoted, and also ought to enjoy its
benefits and advantages.
¢ Believe me, &c.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ My prar COLONEL, ¢ Camp, 4th July, 1803.

¢ Malcolm has communicated to me your letter to him. I
acknowledge that, in the event of a war, I have no fears for
Colonel Stevenson’s safety; considering that the enemy’s
force is certainly divided, that they cannot bring it to bear
upon the Colonel till I shall be within reach of him, and
that therefore which they can bring upon him is not very
well equipped. If I am mistaken upon this point, I must
make up my mind to forego one of two objects, either the
capture of Ahmednuggur, or the security of the Nizam’s
frontier. I do not think it would be proper to try the siege
of Ahmednuggur, excepting in full force; and if Colonel
Stevenson is not in suflicient force, I must either reinforce
him, at the expense of leaving Ahmednuggur in the hands
of the enemy; or I must draw him back to the Godavery,
possibly across that river, and leave the Nizam’s territories
beyond that river defenceless.

¢ The only part of my force that it has been ever supposed
I could send him, consistently with the plan of attacking
Ahmednuggur, is the cavalry. But, considering the state
of my supplies, and the total deficiency of country cavalry
with this division, from the failure of the sirdars, that is the
part of my corps which I may most want.

‘ From the last letters from Colonel Collins of the 29th of
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June, I think it probable that we may expect from him some-
thing which will give us a tolerably clear idea of the views
and intentions of the Chiefs. ~Circumstances have certainly
altered materially since Colonel Collins commenced his ne-
gotiation on the 28th of May. He has remained in Scin-
diah’s camp, and it is not impossible but that he may be
drawn into a negotiation, to be carried on while these Chiefs
are seated upon the Nizam’s frontier. The question whether
it will be prudent or not to negotiate on the demands of the
Chiefs, or even to grant them, may depend upon their being
forced to quit the Nizam’s frontier; and that being the case,
it will occur, are they more likely to withdraw from the
Nizam’s frontier, being threatened by an attack from the
whole of our forces, or by an attack upon Ahmednuggur ?

¢« Upon this point I have to observe, that the threat of the
attack upon Ahmednuggur, combined with Colonel Collins’s
remaining in Scindiah’s camp, has hitherto produced no
effect; and that to carry it into execution will certainly bring
on hostilities.

< The threat of the attack of our whole force upon their
camp may induce them to retire, and thus prevent the war
altogether.

¢ On the other hand, it is obvious that the objections to
this measure, referrible to subsistence, exist; and that in
case there should be a war, I must return upon Ahmed-
nuggur, or must lose my communication with Poonah. In
short, the receipt of Colonel Collins’s next dispatch must
determine my conduct.

X observe from your dispatch to Maleolm, that you are
of opinion that the Coast battalion at Poonah is not wanted
there. If that should be the case, I wish that you would
desire Colonel Murray to send it to camp, as its arrival will
enable me to detach a corps to the Godavery; and thus, at
all events, secure the boats and a passage over that river.
They may take with them five seers of rice for each man.

¢ I have got a party at Seroor ; but it is best to send the
coolies with the rice on to camp, as long as they will come.

¢ Believe me, &ec.
« Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ArTHUR WELLESLEY.

VOL. 11. F
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To Colonel Murray.

¢ S1R, ¢ Camp, 4th July, 1803.

<1 have received this morning your letter of the 2nd. I
am under no apprehensions respecting the depét wearing
out. It consisted of about 16,000 half-bags, of which you
may have sent me 5000. I take your consumption to be
about 30 half-bags a day, and at this estimate you may
have consumed 1000 half-bags. There will still remain there
10,000.

¢ I should certainly wish, if possible, to have more rice
sent up; and I think it very probable that in some of the
intervals of fair weather, Captain Young may have it in his
power to send some, and that Mr. Duncan may be able to
assist him. But I do not think that the want of rice is at
present or is likely to be so pressing, or that it is necessary
to take the means from the pontoons to carry it up.

¢ You will always have the bazaar of Poonah for your
force, and you will of course use it as soon as the stock in
the dep6t comes to 4000 double bags. I think there is but
little hope that I shall be able to move that quantity of rice
from Poonah, till long after it will be in the power of Cap-
tain Young to send up an additional supply.

< I certainly do not expect much benefit from the pontoons
in this campaign, for many reasons; but I consider a bridge
to be a very necessary part of the equipment of a corps sta-
tioned on this frontier, the operations of which, as connected
with other corps, are so liable to be cramped during a great
part of the year by rivers not fordable: therefore, though I
may not have the use of the bridge, it is very proper that it
should be brought up, that we should examine it and its
equipments, in how far they are calculated to answer the
purpose intended, and how the equipments, carriages, &e.,
can be improved. This can be only done in the rainy sea-
son ; and persons who have been in the habit of seeing car-
riages moved in all situations must be considered the most
competent judges on these points, and I must employ some
of those in my camp to examine this equipment. Therefore,
although I am not in a hurry about the bridge under pre-
sent circumstances, 1 should not like to forego all prospect
of getting it up; excepting that the coolies employed in that
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work may be employed in bringing up rice, which, after all,
I think I shall not be able to move away.

¢ The bags which I wished that Major Spens should get
are bullock gunny bags, made of the best gunny, and eapable
of containing grain. The Bombay bags, which you mean,
are, I believe, those which came up from Panwell with rice,
or double bags made of the same kind of gunny. These are
not used to carry rice on the backs of bullocks.

¢ I have the honor to be, &ec.

¢ Colonel Murray. ¢ ArTHUR WELLESLEY.

To the Adjutant General.
¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 6th July, 1803%,
¢ Affairs in this country have remained nearly in the same
state for the last two months.
¢ Jeswunt Rao Holkar has withdrawn gradually from the

* Lieut, Colonel Collins, Resident with Dowiut Rao Scindiak, to the Governor
General.

¢ My Lorp, ¢ Camp near Jumnere, 6th July, 1803.

‘In the afternoon of the 4th instant I had an interview with Dowlut Rao
Scindiah, and with Ragojee Bhoonslah, at the tent of the |laiter chiefiain. I
was attended, on this occasion, by Captain Paris Bradshaw, Moonshee Mirza
Bauker Khan, and Guunput Rao; Sereedhur Punt, Cashee Rao, the eldest son,
and the brother of the Berar Rajah, were present at this conference ; also Jadoon
Rao Bhasker, Unna Bhasker, Eitul Punt,and Ambajee Inglia, on the part of
Scindiah. -

€2, After an interchange of compliments, I commenced the conversation by
observing, that I had for some time past been extremely anxious to obtain an
audience of those chieftains, in order to learn their final determination respecting
the line of conduct which they intended to pursue, in consequence of the en-
gagements lately concluded at Bassein between his Highness the Peshwah and
the British government; and I concluded with expressing my belief, that the
result of the present meeting would enable me to assure your Excellency of the
friendly disposition of both chieftains towards the British government.

¢3. Here I paused, in the expectation of a reply; but as none was given, I
proceeded to state, that the treaty of Bassein was purely of a defensive nature;
that it contained no stipulation whatever injurious to the just rights of any of
the Deccany sirdars; but, on the contrary, had expressly provided for the
security and independence of the feudatory Marhatta chiefs; that the principal
object of the treaty of Bassein was to preserve the peace of India; that your
Lordship regarded Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Ragojee Bhoonslah as the ancient
friends of the Honorable Company, and was, on this account, willing to improve
the existing connexion between their states and the British government. I
insisted on the right of the Peshwah to contract engagements with the English,
without consulting with any of the Marhatta sirdars. 1 desired the Berar Rajah
would advert to the very clear exposition of the views and principles which
induced the treaty of Bassein, as set forth in your Excellency’s letter to his

F2
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frontiers of the Peshwah and the Nizam, and has at last
crossed the river Taptee, with the greatest part of his army.
Scindiah has remained encamped in the same place in the
neighbourhood of Mulcapoor since the beginning of May,
towards the latter end of which month his army was joined
by that of the Rajah of Berar. It is reported, that both

address, under date the 13th of last May. I observed,that this letter contained the
most satisfactory proofs of the moderation and justice of the British government.
Then, addressing myself to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, I said, that, conformably to
your Lordship’s directions, I had already given the same explanation to him
verbally ; and I reminded the Maharajah of his having positively assured me, on
the 24th of last May, that he had no intention whatever to obstruct the comple-
tion of the engagements lately concluded at Bassein. I then remarked, that 1
only required from him a confirmation of this assurance, together with a similar
declaration on the part of Rajah Ragojee Bhoonslah; and, in conclusion, I
declared, that it was your Lordship’s earnest desire to promote the prosperity of
their respective sircars ; and that they might safely rely on the continued friend-
ship of the British government, so long as they refrained from committing acts
of aggression against the English and their allies.

¢ 4. Instead of making any observations on the foregoing discourse, Sereedhur
Punt entered into a most tedious explanation of the conduct which ought to have
been adopted by the Peshwah, previously to his forming a new treaty with the
British government., He said, it had been invariably the usage on such occa-
sions to consult with the Deccany sirdars ; whereas Bajee Rao had acted, in the
present instance, not only without the concurrence, but even without the know-
ledge, of Ragojee Bhoonslah and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, although they were his
friends, and confessedly the most powerful chiefs in the Marhatta empire. This
is the substance of the only material points urged by Sereedhur Punt. I replied,
that his Highness the Peshwah had repeatedly written both to the Maharajah
and to the Berar Rajah to repair to Poonah, but that these requisitions of his
Highness had not been complied with; that in consequence the Peshwah
was left without any means of defence against his enemies, except that which
he derived from the English, to whom his Highness was solely indebted for the
preservation of his life, honor, and dignity. 1 further observed, that his (the
minister’s) reference to old usages was inconclusive, inasmuch as no one instance
had been adduced tending to prove that the Peshwah had not an undoubted
vight to enter into new engagements with the English, independently of the
consent of any of the feudatory Marhatta chiefs; and that,in fact, the only
point for consideration was, whether Ragojee Bhoonslah and Dowlut Rao Scin-
diah designed to oppose the completion of a treaty actually concluded between
his Highness the Peshwah and the British government.

5. Here again Sereedhur Punt made a long speech, containing, for the most
part, professions of the friendly disposition which his master entertained towards
the British government. He eunded by remarking, that the English troops,
having crossed the Godavery, were advancing towards the ghaut of Adjuntee.
In consequence of which, he requested I would write to the Hon. General Wel-
lesley, for the purpose of prevailing on him to recall that detachment. I excused
myself from preferring any request of the kind ; and observed, that the British
troops generally advanced when any army was ‘approaching them, but never
wetreated. T then recurred to the question which I had so frequently stated. Se-
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chiefs moved farther to the southward in the end of June;
but I have received no accounts of their movements since
the 27th of June. The existence of the combination of

reedhur Punt said, that he had a great many remarks to make on the different
articles of the treaty of Bassein. I replied, that these remarks might be com-
mitted to writing, and hereafter be sent to your Excellency ; but in the mean
time I expected he would answer my question. The Bhoonslah’s minister then
objected, that the Peshwah had not, to this hour, informed either Scindiah or
Ragojee of his having concluded a new treaty with the English. I reminded
Sereedhur Punt of the duplicate letters which both the Maharajah and the Berar
Rajah had received through me from his Highness the Peshwah, and in which
his Highness expressly mentions having improved the friendship that had so
long subsisted between his government and that of the Honorable Company,
Both Jadoon Rao and Sereedhur Punt admitted the correctness of this state-
ment ; but said, that their masters had never received the originals; and gave
me to understand, that they yielded no credit whatever to the duplicates. On
this head much warm conversation ensued ; but both Sereedhur Punt and Jadoon
Rao declared that it was necessary, for the satisfaction of the Bhoonslah and of
Scindiah, that they should receive the foregoing information from the Peshwah
himself ; and that, for this purpose, they intended deputing two confidential
persons to Poonah. In the mean time they assured me, that their masters had
no design whatever to oppose any engagements which the British might have
contracted with his Highness ; and they also promised that their armies should
not advance towards Poonah, nor ascend the Adjuntee ghant.

¢ After giving these assurances, they requested I would endeavour to prevent
the nearer approach of the British troops, under the command of Colonel Ste-
venson, I replied, that to evince the sincerity of their present professions, it
was indispensably requisite that Dowlut Rao Scindiah should recross the Ner-
budda, and the Bhoonslah repair to Nagpoor ; that, while they continued in this
quarter with their armies, it was impossible for your Excellency to rely on their
friendly promises ; and I added, that if the Maharajah and the Berar Rajah
would immediately return to their respective capitals, that I had no doubt of
obtaining the consent of the Houn. General Wellesley to withdraw his forces also.
But although I persisted in contending and urging this point a considerable
time, and did not fail to state that the continuance of the Marhatta armies in
this quarter would most probably be productive of serious evils, yet I could obtain
no satisfactory assurance either from Jadoon Rao or Sereedhur Punt, that Scin-
diah and the Bhoonslah would shorily return to their respective capitals; and
hence I am inclined to infer that their friendly professions are insincere,

¢ 6. Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Ragojee Bhoonslah both promised to send me
letters on the following day for your Excellency, containing the strongest assur-
ances of their determination to preserve and maintain the relations of friend-
ship which have so long subsisted between their states and the British govern-
ment. I waited for these letters during the whole of yesterday: butas they are
not yet sent to me, although this day be far advanced, I shall no longer defer
the dispatch of my present address.

¢ I have the honor to be, &c.

¢ The Governor General, ¢ J. CoLLiNns,

The Maharajak Dowlut Rao Scindiak to the Governor General,
¢ I have received your Lordship’s friendly letter, testifying the conclusion of
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those chiefs with Holkar is still reported, but it is certain
that there is no confidence yet among them.

¢ Colonel Stevenson crossed the Godavery, near Puttun,
when I marched from Poonah, and he is now encamped in
the neighbourhood of Aurungabad.

new engagements between his Highuess the Peshwah and the English Com-
pany, at Bassein, together with a copy of the treaty; and I have been fully
apprized of every word of its contents, which have also been fully communicated
to me by Colonel Collins.

¢ Whereas the engagements subsisting between the Peshwah and me are
such, that the adjustment of all affairs, and of the concerns of his state and
government, should be arranged and completed with my advice and participa-
tion ; by the favor of God, through a regard to what is above stated, the degrees
of mutual concord have so increased, that to this time no interruption or de-
rangement of them has occurred on either side. Notwithstanding this, the
engagements which may have lately been concluded between that quarter
(British government) and the Peshwah have (only) now been communicated ;
and on the part of the Peshwah, to this time of writing, nothing. Therefore, it
has now been determined with Rajah Ragojee Bhoonslah, in presence of Colonel
Collins, that confidential persons on my part, and the Rajah, be dispatched to
the Peshwah, for the purpose of ascertaining the circumstances of the (said)
engagements. At the same time, no intention whatever is entertained on my
part to subvert the stipulations of the treaty, consisting of nineteen articles, which
has been concluded at Bassein between the British government and the Peshwah,
on condition that there be no design whatever on the part of the English Com-
pany and the Peshwah to subvert the stipulations of the treaty which, since a
long period of time, has been concluded between the Peshwah’s sircar, me, and
the Rajah and the Marhatta chiefs.

¢ Further particulars will be communicated by the letters of Colonel Collins.
Let the receipt of friendly letters continue to be the means of gratification to me.’

Ragojee Bhoonslak, Rajah of Berar, to the Governor General.

¢I have received your Lordsbip’s four friendly letters in succession, notifying
the conclusion of new engagements between his Highness the Peshwah and the
English Company at Bassein, together with copies of the treaty; and I have
been fully apprized of every word of its contents, which have also been fully
communicated to me by Colonel Collins, who is with Dowlut Rao Scindiah on
your Lordship’s part.

¢ By the favor of God, since the first establishment of mutual union, the de-
grees of concord and attachment have so increased, that, to this time, no inter-
ruption or derangement of them has occurred, nor is it in contemplation on this
side to interrupt or derange them. Whereas, since a long period of time, the
integrity of the Rajah, (meaning the whole Marhatta state,) and the identity of
the affairs and concerns of the state and government have been such, that if any
momentous affair or political object arising out of the circumstances of the time
occurred, the arrangement of it depending on mutual concert and communica-
tion ; yet, notwithstanding this, the engagements which have lately been con-
cluded between that quarter (British government) and the Peshwah have (only)
now been communicated; and on the part of the Peshwah, to this time of
writing, nothing. Therefore it has now been determined with Dowlut Rao



1803. NEGOTIATIONS. 71

¢ The detachment has suffered a considerable loss in cattle
since it marched from Poonah, occasioned immediately by
the rain, but remotely by the length of the march which the
cattle had made, the dearness and bad quality of the forage
at Poonah, and by the want of care of the owners of the
hired cattle.

¢ The brinjarries also have lost vast numbers of cattle:
they consequently left behind and sold their grain in the
villages ; and there was some risk that I should be dis-
tressed for the want of rice.

¢In a letter which I addressed to Government on the
24th of June, 1800, I pointed out to them the evils which
attended the system in practice of hiring cattle for the ser-
vice, of which evils the Commander in Chief has had expe-
rience in this campaign. It cannot be expected that it will
answer for light detachments, or, indeed, for any body of
troops which is obliged to move to any distance: and the
expense which is incurred affords no security that the troops
will enjoy, in the moment of need, the advantages of the
stores and provisions for which the carriage is provided.

< On these grounds, when it has been necessary to pro-
cure additional bullocks, I have not made advances for
them to the owners of the hired cattle ; but I have preferred
to increase the establishment of cattle belonging to the Go-
vernment of Bombay, which I have brought with me, as you
will observe by the orders of the 25th of May, enclosed
herewith.

¢ The cattle will be purchased for the sum which I should
be obliged to advance to the owners of the hired cattle to
replace their losses ; and, at least, I shall be certain of having
some service for the expense incurred.

Scindiah, in presence of Colonel Collints, that confidential persons on my part,
and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, be dispatched to the Peshwah, for the purpose of
ascertaining the circumstances of the (said) engagements. At the same time,
no intention whatever is entertained on my part to subvert the stipulations of the
treaty, consisting of nineteen articles, which has been concluded at Bassein, be-
tween the British government and the Peshwah, on condition that there be no
design whatever on the part of the English Company and the Peshwah to sub-
vert the stipulations of the treaty which; since a long period of time, has been
concluded between the Peshwah’s sircar, me, and the said Dowlut Rao Scindiah
and the Marhatta chiefs.

¢ Further particulars will be communicated by the letters of Colonel Collins,
Let thereceipt of friendly letters continue to be the means of gratification to me.’
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¢ I have been very successful in the purchase of bullocks,
and have got nearly as many as will carry the stores I have
in camp at present. I have also the pleasure to inform you,
that I have been able to bring up from Poonah such quan-
tities of rice as have enabled me to issue that grain entirely
to the troops again, and have removed all apprehension of a
want. ¢ I'have the honor to be, &c.
¢ The Adj. Gen. ¢ ArRTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Murray.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 7th July, 1803.

¢ I hope that you will not have sent off any more rice after
the dispatch of the 2000 bags, as we shall have rather more
than we can carry.

¢TI had written to Colonel Close, to ask his opinion whe-
ther the Coast native battalion could be spared from Poonah
for a time, as I thought it possible that I should be obliged
to detach a battalion to secure the boats on the Godavery
This is still a great object; but I doubt much the propriety
of drawing the battalion from Poonah at present ; because I
have this day received a letter from General Stuart, by
which I learn that, in consequence of the probability of the
renewal of the war with France, and of the landing of some
French troops at Pondicherry, with the expected arrival of
others, he had determined to cross the Toombuddra. This
measure weakens us most considerably, and your part of the
force in particular ; and it may possibly be attended by many
inconvenient consequences, as well in the Nizam’s territories
as in those of the Marhattas bordering on the Kistna and the
Toombuddra ; therefore I think it will be best not to send
the 2nd of the 3rd from Poonah.

¢ All the expenses attending the forwarding of the sup-
plies from Poonah are to appear in Major Spens’ accounts,
are to be paid by Captain Matheson, and are to be sent to
the government of Bombay.

¢ But if Captain Matheson should require money for that
or any other service, of course he must take up some of that
belonging to me in Colonel Close’s hands, and that account
can be adjusted between him and Captain Graham.

<1 have the honor to be, &ec.

< Colonel Murray.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
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To Lieut. General Stuart.

¢ Six, ¢ Camp, 7th July, 1803.
<1 have had the honor of receiving your letters of the
26th and 27th June.

¢I have requested the postmaster of the Residency at
Poonah to post his runners on as far as the Kistna from
Becjapoor, and I have no doubt but that they will have been
posted by this time.

¢ I have already written to you respecting the position of
the troops in the Tenim ghaut; Scedasheegur will answer
best until the monsoon in some degree shall be over.

‘By my letter to the Adjutant General of yesterday’s
date, you will observe that my situation is much improved.
In fact, I am enabled to move again; and, if I am tolerably
fortunate in respect to forage, of which my prospects im-
prove daily, as the green forage is coming in, I hope to be
able to get on well.

¢ Before you receive this letter you will have secen how
matters stood at Scindial’s camp on the 29th June. I have
not since heard from Colonel Collins ; but I know that Scin-
diah had not moved farther to the southward on the lst of
July. Holkar was across the Taptee, with all his army, and
Scindiah had sent two brigades, and a brigade of Ambajee
Inglia, across that river likewise, and the Nerbudda, as it
was said, to Ougein. The report of the camp was, that
Holkar was unwilling to join Scindiah; to which measure
both Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar were pressing him
most anxiously.

¢ It appears now, either that we shall have a war immedi-
ately, or a protracted negotiation with Scindiah and the
Rajah of Berar, seated upon the Nizam’s frontier. If there
should be war, I must proceed according to the original plan;
if there should be a negotiation, I think that I should cross
the Godavery, in order to press the conclusion and the result
before the breaking up of the monsoon, and the fall of the
rivers.

“ I regret most exceedingly the necessity of your abandon-
ing the excellent position which you had taken at Moodgul.
It was that which gave us all strength and security, and pro-
vided effectually for the tranquillity of Hyderabad and the
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Nizam’s territories, notwithstanding the absence of the army
and the expectation of the Nizam’s death ; and also for that
of Poonah and the Marhatta territories, notwithstanding
the weakness and the wavering conduct of the Peshwah. It
threatened Meritch, by which the Putwurdun family and all
the southern chiefs are kept at least in a state of neutrality ;
~ and it provided effectually for the security and tranquillity of
the territories of the Company and the Rajah of Mysore.

¢ All these benefits, which are mot attributed entirely, as
they ought to be, to your position, will be lost when you shall
recross the Toombuddra ; and then, if we should have a war,
our situation in this country will be uncomfortable. I should
still hope, however, that Government will take this subject
into their consideration, and will allot something like a corps
of reserve for the security of the objects for which your
commanding position at Moodgul has hitherto so well pro-
vided.

¢ I have the honor to be, &e.
¢ Lieut. Gen. Stuart.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To the Governor General.

¢« My Lorp, ' « 8th July, 1803.

¢ I have not written to you since the day I marched from
Poonah, because, in fact, matters have remained exactly in
the same state ; indeed, Colonel Collins’s negotiations have
not advanced one step since the day on which Scindiah
marched from Burhampoor to meet the Rajah of Berar.

¢ Holkar has crossed the river Taptee, with his whole
army, and appears disinclined, and I hear has positively
refused to trust his person in the same camp with Scindiah.

¢ Notwithstanding Colonel Collins’s assertion, Indore has
not been given over to Holkar; and I believe that the peace
which the Colonel supposed to have been concluded is only
a cessation of hostilities, which Scindiah has been prevailed
upon to grant by Ragojee Bhoonslah, in order to gain time
for the negotiation of a peace; and of which Holkar has
taken advantage, in order to place the Taptee between his
army and that of Scindiah.

<In the mean time we, who were ready on the 4th of
June, have lost that month and part of this for our opera-
tions ; and unless Colonel Collins has attended to a second
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representation, which I made to him in the end of June, we
are as far from our point as we were in the month of May.
The Colonel has gone upon a false notion from the begin-
ning. He has supposed that peace was concluded between
Holkar and Scindiah, because Scindiah’s ministers had told
him so ; and he has had no other information, and has never
produced any one proof of the fact, the truth of which he be-
lieved and invariably asserted. Under this notion he has
been timid, and has afforded them time to conclude the
peace, and to intrigue, which is all that they desired.

¢ Matters also at Poonah are nearly in the same state in
which they were when I marched. The Peshwah promises
every thing and performs nothing. The Marhatta sirdars
are still in that city, excepting Goklah, who is encamped at
a small distance from me. The Peshwah has not satisfied
them, and they wait to see the result of the first operations
against Scindiah, and who has the upper hand. They are
prevented from joining the confederates at present by Ge-
neral Stuart’s position at Moodgul in the Dooab. I ob-
serve, however, that General Stuart is inclined to withdraw
from this position, in consequence of the arrival of the
French at Pondicherry. But I have written to represent to
him the advantage which we all derive from it. I have
shown him that he keeps in tranquillity the territories of the
Nizam and Hyderabad, notwithstanding his Highness's
sickness, the probability of his death, and the absence of all
his troops beyond the Godavery ; that he awes Poonah, and
keeps in tranquillity all the Marhatta territory south of the
Beemah, notwithstanding the conduct of the Peshwah, which
must appear to his subjects like treachery, and a desire to
break his treaty with the British' Government; that by
threatening Meritch and Darwar, he secures at least the
neutrality of the Putwurduns, and the continuance of the
cessation of hostilities between that family and the Rajah of
Kolapoor, which is so necessary to the existence of my com-
munications ; and that he defends the Company’s territories,
and those of the Rajah of Mysore, and secures their tran-
quillity. At the same time, in the event of the Nizam’s
death and consequent disturbance of Iyderabad, he can
reach that capital in a few marches; or in the event of any
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accidents happening to the troops in this quarter, he has
equal facility in moving to Poonah.

¢ In short, I may call General Stuart’s position the main-
stay of all our operations; and it is that which, in case of a
war with the Marhattas, will prevent a general insurrection
in the territories of the Company, the Nizam, the Rajah of
Mysore, and the southern Marhatta chiefs. It was with a
view to thesc advantages that I first recommended to Ge-
neral Stuart to take it up; and every day’s experience has
shown the benefits which we have derived from it.

<1 have been in some distress in consequence of a great
loss of bullocks; but I have recovered so as to be able to
move again with a very good stock of provisions, and I have
made arrangements to receive further supplies north of the
Godavery. Ihave always been equal to the siege of Ahmed-
nuggur, in which place I believe that I should have found
plenty of all that 1 required.

¢ I have not written to the Secretary of State since the
middle of May. Indeed, upon a review of our situation, I
found that T could tell him nothing, excepting that we were
in the same state in which we were at the time I before
wrote, unless that I had moved across the Beemah, and that
1 was disappointed in my expectations of having with me the
Marhatta sirdars.

<1 have the honor to be, &c.

¢ The Governor General, ¢ ArRTHUR WELLESLEY.

¢ Since writing this letter, I have seen a copy of Colonel
Collins’s dispatch of the 2nd. T think matters look better
than they did; but I sce that he has again allowed Scindiah
to delay giving him an answer.’

To Lieut. General Stuart.

< SIR, ¢ Camp, 9th July, 1803.
¢ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 30th
of June, and I am infinitely obliged to you for the assistance
which you propose to send to me. The road which Major
Dallas will take will be convenient; and I believe that he
will find more forage upon it than he could upon that on the
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other side of the Beemah. I shall send orders to meet him
at Perinda. :

< You will have observed by my last letters that I am much
recruited ; but the supplies which you have sent are of the
utmost consequence. There was a letter yesterday of the
2nd, which gives more hopes of peace than we have had
hitherto. Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar had separated, and
the latter gone back to Mulcapoor; as he says, for want of
carriage for his baggage; as Colonel Collins supposes, to
afford another pretext for delay; but, as I believe, it is the
prelude of their breaking up entirely.

< Colonel Close sends you a copy of this dispatch.

< There is no doubt but that Holkar is across the Taptee;
and the akbars from Scindiah’s camp do not now conceal
that the peace between those two chiefs is not concluded.

¢ I have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Lieut, General Stuart. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY:

To Lieut., Colonel Close.

¢ My pearR CoLONEL, ¢ Camp, 10th July, 1803.

¢I return your letters. In my opinion, Colonel Collins
has not accounted in a satisfactory manner, either for his
own assertion that peace has been made between Scindiah
and Holkar, or for that of his moonshee, that we should
attack the latter. In this extraordinary dispatch, one of the
most extraordinary parts is, that he has given as a proof of a
peace between those Chiefs, that Scindiah has made sacri-
fices of territory to Holkar; whereas that fact requires
proof, as well as every other part of the letter.

¢ Goklah has just paid me a visit. He has expressed a
most anxious desire to hoist the Peshwah'’s colors in a village
called Mandegaon belonging to Holkar, and one of the an-
tient possessions of the Holkar family. I have requested
him most earnestly to desist from this measure for some
days, as I wish to be at peace with Holkar, and do not in-
tend to attack that Chief unless he should attack the Com-
pany or their allies.

¢ Goklah is rather anxious upon this subject, as he received
the Peshwah’s orders to hoist his colors in all the possessions
of the Holkar family, near which he should march. I wish
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that you would explain that I have prevented him from tak-
ing possession of this village. Goklah is also very anxious
respecting his pay. I wish that you would urge the durbar
to make some permanent provision for him. If they would
promise that we should be repaid the sums which we should
advance him, we might contrive to keep him afloat, by means
of bills upon Bombay or Bengal, upon which he would be
able to get money. Consider this subject, as it is really very
desirable that we should have this body of troops paid.
< Believe me, &e.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Murray.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 12th July, 1803.

¢ I have received your letter of the 9th. It appears that
you intend immediately to bring up the 18 pounders. Itis
certainly desirable to have two pieces of ordnance of that
kind at Poonah; and they may as well be brought up when
matters do mnot press: but it is of so little importance to
bring them up at present, that I do not wish that any of the
cattle should be turned to that service from any other that
is going on. Besides draught cattle, I dare say that it will
take not less than five hundred carriage bullocks to carry up
the stores for the 18 pounders, without which they will be
useless. Indeed, I should almost doubt whether the stores
are in a state of preparation to move ; that is, whether there
are gunny bags for the shot, powder, &ec.

¢ I have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Colonel Murray. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Stevenson.

¢ My DEAR COLONEL, ¢ Camp, 13th July, 1803.

<Many days have elapsed since I have written to you; but
in fact I had nothing interesting to communicate.

¢ Matters in Scindiah’s camp remain nearly as they were.
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar have each written a friendly
letter to the Governor General, in which each has declared
his intention to remain at peace with the Company and their
allies; but they are going to take up their station at the
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Adjuntee ghaut, not to attack the Nizam, as they say, nor to
march to Poonah.

¢ This movement is entirely inconsistent with their pacific
declarations ; and I have accordingly written a letter to
Scindiah, in which I tell him that I must consider it as hos-
tile; and that advantage will be taken of the position of the
British troops to attack him on those points where he is most
exposed, unless he shall withdraw within his own territories,
and to his usual stations.

¢ You shall be made acquainted with his answer, and with
my consequent determination. I think it probable that he
will withdraw, and that we shall have peace.

In respect to Rajah Mohiput Ram’s proposal that you
should move nearer to the Adjuntee ghaut, I object to it on
this ground, that when you shall once have advanced, you
cannot retire again ; and the negotiations to induce Scindiah
to withdraw may take much time, and you may be distressed
for forage in your advanced position.

¢ It is also my intention, if we should commence hostilities
to desire you to approach the ghaut as near as you can, with
convenience, in order to check Scindiah in his endeavors to
ascend it with his guns; and it will be necessary that you
should have as much fresh forage in your power as possible,
at this time. I therefore think that, upon the whole, it is -
best that you should not approach the ghaut, or move from
your present position, till you shall hear further from me.

I have no objection to Salabut Khan’s correspondence
with Ragojee Bhoonslah, and advantage might be taken of
it to recommend peace; you ought, however, to see his corre-
spondence.

< If you are sure that Gopal Bhow, &c., are within the
Nizam'’s territories, and if you think that you can get at them,
I'recommend that you should dash at them with the cavalry,
and cut them up.

¢ Believe me, &ec.

¢ Colonel Stevenson. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
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To Lieut. Colonel Close.

My peEar COLONEL, ¢ Camp, 13th July, 1803.

¢ 1 return the dispatches from Mr. Duncan. It does not
appear to me to be very clear that Songhur has been
attacked, or that Shamunt Khan is the person in the neigh-
bourhood of that fort. I understood that there was an
English garrison there; and we might expect that the
officer commanding would write to somebody. But in the
usual style, I suppose that the English officer is under the
orders of the black man.

¢ It is not possible to give Mr. Duncan any assistance at
present. He has increased his territeries, and, of course, the
demands upon his Government for the service of troops, and
the means of paying them most enormously. But he has
never contemplated the necessity of making a corresponding
increase of his army. This is the cause of the present diffi-
culty, and I can give no hopes that I shall be able to re-
lieve it.

< Believe me, &ec.
< Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. General Stuart.

¢ Sir, ¢ Camp, 13th July, 1803.
<1 think it proper to communicate to you a piece of intel-
ligence, which one of my hircarrahs brought me yesterday.
He says that, in consequence of discontent and want of
money in the service of Holkar and Meer Khan, 4000 Patans,
who had been in the army under the command of the latter,
had quitted camp, under pretence of returning to their homes
in the Cuddapa, &ec., countries south of the Toombuddra.
The hircarrah came with them from the camp as far as the
neighbourhood of Toka, on the Godavery; where, hearing
that I had a guard at Toka, over the boats, with a body of
Mysore horse to watch the river, they turned off, intending
to cross it below Puttun, in the Nizam’s territories. They
intended to separate and pass through those territories in
different small parties. I have sent out to look after them,
and, if they should be within my reach, I will try to take up
some of them ; but I fancy that they will keep at a distance
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from me. The name of the principal sirdar with them is
Abdoolah Khan, and he belongs to Cuddapa.

< It may happen that the story they have told of them-
selves is true, and that they are going to their homes; as it
is very certain that the distress in Holkar’s camp, particularly
in that commanded by Meer Khan, is great. 'When Colonel
Stevenson’s hircarral went to him lately with a letter, he
found him surrounded with armed men, some of whom had
their swords and daggers at his throat, threatening to put
him to death, if he did not produce money to satisfy their
demands; and I have accounts that this was not the first
time that he had been threatened in the same manner.

< But on the other hand, it is hardly possible to believe
that Meer Khan, Holkar, or even Scindiah, would allow those
Patans, who are the best troops in the Marhatta armies, to
depart, while there is a chance of a war with the Company’s
government, or a continuance of the contests between Holkar
and Scindiah ; which must be the case, if there should be no
war with the Company.

¢ I am, therefore, induced to suspect that these Patans are
sent to the southward for purposes entirely different from
those given out, and that their object is to head a disturbance
either in the Nizam’s territories or in the Ceded districts.
At all events, their residence in the Ceded districts, while
we shall be engaged in a war with the Marhattas, is not
desirable; and, even if it should be permitted, they ought
to be closely watched.

‘You will be the best judge whether the force which will
remain in the Ceded districts will enable you to seize the
horses in that country, or to enforce a regulation to prevent
horsemen from travelling through the country without a
passport from the collector. At all events, this Abdoolah
Khan ought to be closely watched.

¢ You will see by the letter from Colonel Collins of the 9th,
which Colonel Close will send you, that the declarations of
Scindiah, as well as of the Rajah of Berar, are pacific; but
those Chiefs still intend to remain upon the Nizam’s fron-
tier,

«I have the honor to be, &e.

¢ Lieut, General Stuart. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

YVOL, 1I. G



82 THE MARHATTA WAR. 1803.

To Lieut. Colonel Collins.

¢ SIR, ¢Camp, 14th July, 1803.

¢« I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th
instant, and I have taken into consideration the subject upon
which you have desired that I should communicate to you
my opinion.

¢ Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar have de-
clared in their letters to the Governor General, that they
have no intention to obstruct the arrangement concluded at
Bassein between the British Government and the Peshwah ;
and that they are desirous of maintaining the relations of
amity which so long subsisted between the British Govern-
ment and them, and that they will not ascend the Adjuntee
ghaut, or march towards Poonah.

¢ I am sorry to observe, however, that they still intend to
advance with their armies to the Adjuntee ghaut, upon the
Nizam’s frontier, notwithstanding their peaceable decla-
rations. These declarations have been preceded by others
of a directly opposite tendency. The chiefs have declared
that they were united for the purpose of attacking the
British Government and their allies; and Scindiah in par-
ticular has said that it was doubtful whether there would be
peace or war with the English. Is the advance to the Ad-
juntee ghaut, which is the acknowledged boundary between
the Marhattas and the Nizam, consistent with the hostile or
with the pacific declaration? Upon this point there can be
no doubt; there can be no use in assembling an army upon
the Nizam’s frontier, particularly at the present moment,
when their services must be required elsewhere, excepting to
attack the Nizam.

¢ But it may be asked, for what reason should these chiefs
endeavor to deceive the British Government, if their inten-
tions are hostile? To this I answer, that their measures
are not prepared; they have not yet brought Holkar into
them ; the British troops are prepared for action, and they
are not; some valuable points in Scindial’s territories are
exposed to the attacks of the British troops; and the British
territories, and those of their allies, are defended at present
at all points.

¢ By the delay of the commencement of hostilities, they
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hope to have matters better prepared ; the rivers will fall,
and Scindiah will have it in his power to make better
arrangements for the defence of his territories; and, on the
other hand, those belonging to the Company and their allies
will lose the protection which all the forces give them at the
present moment. Therefore 1 conclude that the advantage
of delay is theirs; that they have made their pacific decla-
rations in order to gain time; and that their real intentions
are to be known only from their actions.

< If there had been no hostile declarations from Scindiah or
the Rajah of Berar, common prudence would have prevented
us from viewing with indifference the assembly of their armies
upon the Nizam’s frontier, and the British Government must
have insisted upon their withdrawing. Pacific declarations
would not, in that case, have been deemed sufficient security
for the Nizam ; nor can they in that at present under con-
sideration, particularly as I have above pointed out the great
advantages which those chiefs will derive from the delay to
commence hostilities.

¢ I am therefore decidedly of opinion, that if the Rajah of
Berar does not withdraw to Nagpoor, and if Scindiah does
not remove his army to stations usually occupied by his
troops, north of the river Nerbudda, their intentions must be
considered hostile, and we ought to take advantage of our
position to attack them without loss of time. Accordingly,
I have written a letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, which I
enclose, together with a translation of it.

< If you should find that Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the
Rajah of Berar remain encamped in the neighbourhood of
the Nizam’s frontier, I request you to deliver that letter,
unless you should be of opinion that a verbal communication
from yourself of my sentiments and intentions would be
more likely to induce that chief to withdraw; or unless you
should have other solid grounds for believing that he is
sincere in his last declaration, and that his intentions are
pacific. But, in my opinion, his declaration and his intentions
cannot be trusted, unless he separates from the Rajah of
Berar, removes to Burhampoor, and makes preparations for
crossing the Taptee, and unless the Rajah of Berar com-
mences his march to Nagpoor.

< 1 have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Collins.! ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
G 2
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To Colonel Stevenson.

¢« My pEARr CoLONEL, < Camp, 14th July, 1803.

¢ Since writing you the enclosed letter, I have received
your two letters of the 11th. Major Kirkpatrick was mis-
taken. General Stuart has sent off five thousand bullocks
towards my camp, two thousand of them loaded with rice.
But even if he should have sent none, I conceive that the
troops with you must be well fed, as well as those with me;
and you certainly now are more in want than I am, or than
I am likely to be. Therefore I request that you will make
use of the rice laid in for my use at Aurungabad and
Puttun.

 But, viewing these distresses of yours, and the disap-
pointments which both of us have met with from the brin-
jarries, and knowing that these people are not to be de-
pended upon, I strongly recommend that you should urge
Mohiput Ram to collect as much rice for you as he can;
and that you should establish a grain department in your
detachment, consisting of at least two thousand loaded
bullocks. You will then be always sure of having a certain
quantity for your troops; and the misbehaviour of your
brinjarries will not be so fatal as it would prove under these
circumstances.

¢ I do not think that I shall want any more bullocks from
Rajah Mohiput Ram, particularly if those sent and expected
from Kurdlah are good. I think the price not very mate-
rial ; we must pay well in order to be well served, and with
celerity. But, with respect to the rice, I think that you
ought to call upon the Rajah’s officers for an account of its
prime cost, and all the expenses of carriage, &c., to the
places where it is lodged ; and not pay more for it than that
amount.

¢ T approve of the orders you have given Mohiput Ram, as
reported in your letter of the 11th. I see, by the ackbar
from Scindiah’s camp, that Gopal Bhow is not within the
Nizam’s territories; you should therefore be cautious about
attacking him, according to the suggestion contained in the
enclosed letter of yesterday.

‘ Believe me, &e.
* Colonel Stevenson.” ¢ Akrnur WELLESLEY.
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To Colonel Murray.

SIR, ¢ Camp, 14th July, 1803.

<1 have received a letter from Colonel Close, from which
I learn that a brinjarry has engaged to attend this body of
troops with five thousand bullocks at monthly hire; that
these bullocks are in the first instance to receive their loads
at Panwell, and to proceed thence to join me.

¢ The loads which I should wish them to receive is rice;
but it will be necessary that some arrangement should be
made respecting the packing of it. The small Bombay
bags ought to contain sixty pounds, or two mercalls, six
seers; but, according to our measurement, they do mnot
contain, some of them, more than two mercalls, two and a
half seers; and some of them not that quantity. At all
events, these small bags are inconvenient for carriage on
bullocks’ backs, and, in case of bad weather, the rice receives
damage in them.

¢ In general, the brinjarries have bags of their own, and
it is possible that those now hired may have them ; but, if
they should mot, it would be necessary that five thousand
good bullock rice bags should be prepared at Bombay. I
shall be obliged to you if you will ascertain whether the
brinjarries have bags; and, if they should not have them,
I request you to write to Bombay to order them as soon as
possible.

<The small bags, if they should be filled up, each to the
full amount of three mercalls, or seventy-two pounds, would
answer well to be placed in the other bags, one on each side,
and would be an additional protection to the grain ; but, if
they cannot be filled to that amount, it would be best (par-
ticularly if care be taken to make the new bags of the best
gunny) to start the rice into the new bags, and to take care
to put on each bullock full six mercalls, or seventy-two seers.
By the present arrangement we lose, in each bullock’s load,
twelve seers at least, supposing the small bags to contain
two and a half mercalls: but in general they contain only
two mercalls, two and a half seers, and we therefore lose
twenty seers upon a bullock load, which would feed a soldier
forty days. From this statement, you may conceive what the

loss would be upon five thousand bullock loads. I shall be
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obliged to you if you will give the necessary directions upon
this subject to Captain Young.

‘I beg that you will send to camp the 1000 gunny bags
which are completed.

¢« Captain Barclay writes to Poonah this day upon the
subject of receiving grain from some Mysore brinjarries, on
their road between the river Kistna and Poonah, and deli-
vering to them rice in lieu thereof.

¢ Since writing the above, I have received your letter of
the 12th.

I approve of the bargain you have made with the brin-
jarry naig. But you will observe that there is a still stronger
necessity for having proper gunny bags; and these bullocks
must carry the full loads for which they were engaged.

¢ I have the honor to be, &e.
¢ Colonel Murray.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 14th July, 1803.
¢ Appah Dessaye paid me a visit this morning, and entered
much in detail into the situation of his affairs. He repre-
sented that he had not been able to obtain possession of
any one of the places which had been made over to him by
the Peshwah in jaghire, and that when his amildars had
gone to the villages with the Peshwah’s sunnuds, they had
been ill treated, their troops attacked, and his Highness’s
sunnuds torn. He said that the Peshwah’s ministers had
refused to consent to incur the expense of paying a propor-
tion of the troops which had marched with me to Poonah.
He had been obliged to discharge and pay the arrears of all
above the number of 1000, for which he obtained grants of
serinjaumy lands ; and that, in order to pay those arrears,
he had disposed of all the valuable property in his posses-
sion. That, under these circumstances, he had no means of
paying his troops. He said that he had represented to the
Peshwah’s ministers the probability that he should not be
able to obtain possession of the districts for which he had
sunnuds; and that, at all events, if he should obtain posses-
sion of them, the lands would be in an uncultivated state,
the villages deserted, and that he should derive no benefit
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from them for some time; and he requested that he might
receive 25,000 rupees per mensem to pay his troops, until he
should derive some benefit from his jaghire. They had
consented to his proposal, but hitherto they have paid him
nothing.

¢ I request you to ascertain from the Peshwah’s ministers,
whether they did give Appah Dessaye to understand that
he should receive 25,000 rupees per mensem, till he should
be in the receipt of the revenues expected from his jaghire
If they did, I beg of you to urge them to pay him the mo-
ney. At all events, whether they did or did not consent to
this arrangement, it is very obvious that this body of the
Peshwah’s troops has no fund from which it can draw its
subsistence, and I request you to urge the Peshwah’s minis-
ters to allot one which shall be available.

<If the Peshwah’s ministers should avow that they had
encouraged Appah Dessaye to expect that they would pro-
vide funds for the subsistence of his troops till he should
receive the benefits to be expected from his jaghire ; or if,
in consequence of the representation which I now send you,
they should consent to provide funds for the payment of
Appah Dessaye’s troops, I will endeavor to assist that chief,
and trust to future arrangements with the Peshwah for re-
payment of the sums which I may advance him.

‘I beg you to represent these matters to the Peshwah’s
ministers, and to take every opportunity to urge them to
provide means for the payment of his Highness’s troops.

¢In the course of the conference which I had with him
this morning, Appah Dessaye produced an order which he
had received from Suddasheo Munkaiseer, to proceed in
concert with Bappojee Goneish Goklah to attack the troops
of Amrut Rao, and dislodge them from some stations which
they had occupied between Poonah and Nassuck, and to go
as far even as to the latter place, to give assistance to the
troops stationed there.

<1 beg you to remind the Peshwah’s ministers that his
Highness is bound, by his treaty with the British govern-
ment, to produce an army of 16,000 men, to act with the
British troops ; instead of which number only 3000 men have
been sent, and no provision has been made for the payment
even of that number. You will be so kind as to represent
to them,—
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¢1st. That when a large body of the enemy’s troops are
assembled upon the frontiers, and when the Rajah of Berar
has in a public manner asserted his hereditary claim to his
Highness’s musnud, it appears to be prudent not to fritter
away the small force which his Highness has produced.

‘2ndly. That as long as those armies are assembled upon
the frontiers, his Highness may depend upon it that his
government will not settle, his orders and sunnuds will not
be attended to, and his enemies will remain in possession of
the lands which they have seized.

¢3dly. That no partial operation against Amrut Rao, or
any other chief, even if it should be successful, can be
attended by the benefits which must result from removing
to a distance from the frontier the hostile armies which have
assembled in the neighbourhood ; but that this expedition
against Amrut Rao’s troops cannot be successful, as, in fact,
there are twice the number of them that there are of the
Peshwah’s.

< 4thly. That the only chance of success against the hostile
armies which have joined upon the frontier is, that our troops
should be united, and that they should have no other object
excepting to attack the enemy in the front,

«5thly. That many rivers will divide these detachments
with Goklah and Appah Dessaye from the British troops;
that their co-operation with the latter will become impracti-
cable; and that, upon the whole, I have taken upon me to
prevent Appah Dessaye from going upon this expedition.

<1t appears, by a letter from Bappojee Goneish Goklal,
that he has marched upon the expedition against Amrut
Rao : although, in a letter which he wrote to me, he said
that he removed to a distance from my camp only for the
sake of forage. 1 propose, however, to endeavor to stop
that Chief likewise, of which I beg you to apprize the Pesh-
wah’s ministers.

¢ I have the honor to be, &c.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Dowlut Rao Scindiah.
¢ Camp, 14th July, 1803.
<In consequence of the reports that you had confederated
with other chiefs to oppose the execution of the treaty of
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Bassein, between the Honorable Company and Rao Pundit
Purdhaun ; of your military preparations, and your advance
to the frontiers of the Nizam ; and, above all, of your decla-
ration to the British Resident with your camp, that it was
doubtful whether there would be peace or war with the
Company; I received the orders of his Excellency the
Governor General to move with the troops to the frontiers,
to take means of precaution, and to be prepared to act if you
should carry your threats into execution.

¢The treaty of Bassein has since been communicated to
you, and you must have observed that it provides amply for
your security ; and that, in consequence of this instrument,
you will hold your territories in the Deccan by the same
secure tenure that you have long held those in Hindustan
bordering upon the Company’s frontier, notwithstanding
your absence from them with your armies.

¢ I perceive by your letter to his Excellency the Governor
General, of which Colonel Collins has communicated to me
a copy, that you have declared that you have no intention to
commence hostilities against the Company or their allies, or
to oppose the execution of the treaty of Bassein by the par-
ties who had a right to enter into it.

¢I have accordingly the greatest pleasure in contemplating
the probability of the duration of peace between the Honor-
able Company and your government, which has long sub-
sisted with much benefit to both parties.

“But, if you are sincere in this declaration of your friendly
intentions, there appears to be no occasion for assembling
your army, and joining it with that of the Rajah of Berar,
on the Nizam’s frontier.

<That measure, uncombined with other circumstances,
would at any time render necessary corresponding measures
of precaution, the result of which would be either your
removal from the frontier of the Company’s ally, or an
appeal to arms ; but when it has been accompanied by de-
clarations of an hostile nature, when you have declared that
it was doubtful whether there would be peace or war between
the Company and your government, it becomes more ne-
cessary that you should remove your troops to their usual
stations.

¢ Whatever respect I may have for your word, so solemnly
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pledged as it is in your letter to the Governor General to
which I have alluded, common prudence requires that I
should not trust to that alone for the security of the Company
and their allies, which has been given to my charge.

¢ Accordingly, I call upon you, if your professions are
sincere, to withdraw, with your troops, to their usual stations
across the river Nerbudda.

¢ You were the first, by your hostile measures and declara-
tions, and the expression of doubts of the duration of the
peace between the Honorable Company and your govern-
ment, and by the movement of your troops, to render neces-
sary corresponding measures of precaution by the Company’s
government ; and you ought to be the first to withdraw your
troops, if your intentions are really as pacific as you profess
them to be.

¢When you shall have withdrawn your troops to their
usual stations beyond the Nerbudda, I also shall draw back
those under my command to their usual stations.

¢ But if unfortunately I should have learnt that, after the
receipt of this letter, you have advanced towards the territo-
ries of the Nizam, or if I find that you do not commence
the march of your troops towards their usual stations beyond
the Nerbudda, I must consider your intentions to be hostile,
notwithstanding your professions, as there can be no use in
keeping your armies in the country, excepting for the pur-
poses of hostility ; and I shall immediately carry on those
operations against you which are in my power, in conse-
quence of the advantageous position of the Company’s
armies.

¢ In your letter to the Governor General, you have declared
that you do not intend to oppose the arrangement concluded
at Bassein, provided the arrangements of the Peshwah with
you and Ragojee Bhoonslah, and other chiefs of the Mar-
hatta empire, are respected. The treaty of Bassein secures
your interests ; and it is not consistent with that treaty, or
with the principles of the British government, to support
any power in the breach of a treaty: you may therefore be
satisfied on that head.

< Dowlut Rao Scindiah.’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
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To Lieut. General Stuart.
¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 15th July, 1803.

<1 have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I
have recceived from Colonel Close. He will have sent you
one from Colonel Collins, in which the latter requires the
opinion of Colonel Close and myself, respecting the security
which it might be nccessary that Scindiah and the Rajah
of Berar should give of the sincerity of their pacific declara-
tions. In consequence of the receipt of that letter from
Colonel Collins, and of that of the 10th of July from Colonel
Close, a copy of which is enclosed, I have thought proper
to address a letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, of which I
enclose a translation, and also a copy of a letter to Colonel
Collins.

It is my opinion, that if matters had been brought to
this short issuc a month ago, we should have had peace to
a certainty; and I think it very probable that we shall still
have it.

¢ Major Malcolm has received a letter from Mr. Piele, in
which he informs him that he has a lac of pagodas in his
chest. Have you any objection that this lac should be sent
tome? If you should not have any, I shall be obliged to
you if you will intimate it to Mr. Piele, and he will prevail
upon Purneah to send the money upon some of his horse.
Our expenses have increased a little from the advanced price
of grain for the horses of the cavalry, &c.; and our disburse-
ments from the tumbrils are vastly greater than they were
two months ago.

< Last month scarcely any money was recelved from officers
for bills; the cause of which is the great expense incurred
by every individual literally for the support of himself, his
cattle, and followers. The commanding officers of corps
have suffered great losses of cattle; and some of the subal-
tern officers have been obliged to leave behind their tents
for want of carriage to move them, or of means to purchase
cattle.

¢ Under these circumstances, every man draws his full pay
from the tumbrils in camp; and, although the expense of
the detachment to the public is also materially increased by
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the higher price of grain for the horses, &c., the disburse-
ment from the tumbrils is much greater than it was, and now
exceeds a lac of pagodas monthly.

<I have no hopes from Mr. Duncan; indeed, the Bombay
detachment at Poonah runs away with all the money which I
should get in that city for my bills, if that detachment were
not there, or that Mr. Duncan could supply them with cash
from Bombay. I am therefore desirous to have this Mysore
lac, if you should not want it for other purposes.

< Several of the subaltern officers have inquired from me,
whether, having been obliged to leave behind their tents, in
consequence of the loss of their cattle, and of the circum-
stances which have prevented them from purchasing fresh
cattle, (of which I am perfectly aware,) they should be per-
mitted to draw their tent allowance, although they should
not have produced their tents and cattle at muster ?

‘I am aware of the inconvenience which may be the result
of granting this request ; but I should hope, that, if the bill
for the tent allowance were accompanied by a certificate of
the commanding officer of the corps and of the detachment,
stating the unavoidable causes of the loss of cattle incurred,
and the circumstances which prevented them being replaced,
the payment would not be brought forward as a precedent
hereafter, upon which an abuse could be founded.

<1 have also to observe, that, if the officers who have lost
their tents should immediately lose their tent allowance,
there is not a chance that they will be able to replace them.

<In obedience to the orders of the 22nd of September,
1802, 1 had determined to order a committec to assemble
for the inspection of the bazaar accounts; but I shall be
obliged to you if you will be so kind as to give me your orders
whether I am to charge against the fund all the expenses
attending the collection of the brinjarries.

¢ As there are no duties upon grain or provisions of any
kind, or indeed upon any thing excepting intoxicating drugs,
it is my opinion that the expenses attending the collection
of the brinjarries, any more than those attending the forma-
tion of any depdt for the consumption of the troops in the
ficld, ought not to fall upon the fund. I shall also be obliged
to you to let me know whether I shall send the amount of



1803. NEGOTIATIONS. 93

the produce direct to the treasury or to your camp, in order
that it may be disposed of under your orders.
< I have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Lieut. General Stuart. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Stevenson.

¢ My pEArR COLONLL, ¢ Camp, 15th July, 1803.

<1 received last night your letter of the 12th, enclosing
one from Salabut Khan. You express your opinion in this
letter that the Rajah of Berar is likely to endeavor to make
peace, through the means of Salabut Khan ; and I beg you
to communicate my sentiments to Salabut Khan upon this
subject in the following terms.

< The Rajah of Berar and the Company have always been
on the most friendly terms, and there is at this moment no
cause of quarrel between the two powers. The Rajah of
Berar has declared his determination not to obstruct the
treaty concluded at Bassein between the Company and the
Peshwah. But the Rajah of Berar has collected his forces
and has united them with those of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, in
a station close to the Nizam’s frontier: this can have been
done only with an intention to attack the Nizam or his sub-
jects; and the Company are bound by treaty to assist the
Nizam, and protect his territories and subjects, whenever
they may be attacked. The Company will always adhere to
this treaty, and the enemies of the Nizam will always be the
enemies of the Company.

¢ If the Rajah of Berar intends peace, it depends entirely
upon him. The peace which has lasted so long will still be
maintained, and the friendship between the two governments
will even become stronger, if he will remove his army from
the Nizam’s frontier : but if he does not do so, he cannot
expect a continuance of the peace.

<If the Rajah has any demands to make upon the Com-
pany’s government, the best mode of obtaining them will be
to remove his army from the Nizam's frontier, and to return
to his own capital. The British government have always
been, and will always be, ready to attend to those who ex-
press their wishes in a friendly and peaceable manner.

¢ Believe me, &e.
¢ Colonel Stevenson. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
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To Amrut Rao.

¢ Camp, 16th July, 1803.

I was in hopes that before this time I should have been
enabled to communicate to you the final result of the re-
peated recommendation of your situation, which I have made
to the Peshwah, but hitherto his Highness has come to no
decision in respect to your case. I feel most sensibly the
difficulties under which you labor, and you must be con-
vinced that I have done every thing in my power to remove,
them.

¢ However, although I cannot at present tell you that any
thing is absolutely settled for you with the Peshwah, you
may depend upon it that the British government will take
care that you shall have such a provision as will be gratify-
ing to you, provided you continue in the manner in which
you have conducted yourself since you last wrote to me.

¢ Amrut Rao. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Jeswunt Rao Holkar.

¢ Camp, 16th July, 1803,

¢ Much time has elapsed since I have had the pleasure of
hearing from you, although I am anxious to cultivate the
good understanding which has subsisted between the Honor-
able Company’s government and you.

¢ With this view, I now send you a copy of the treaty con-
cluded at Bassein between the Honorable Company and
Rao Pundit Purdhaun; from the general defensive tenor of
which you will observe, that the peace and security of India
are provided for. You will also perceive, that the 12th
article provides effectually for the security of all the great
Marhatta jaghiredars, and that those of the Holkar family
are particularly named. This article will satisfy your mind,
notwithstanding the endeavors which have been made to
raise your doubts; and you will see that the interest and
security of your family are connected with this treaty, and
that, in fact, they can be provided for in no other manner.

< That being the case, whatever others may do, I have little
doubt but that you will conduet yourself in the manner which
your own interests will dictate, and that you will continue in
peace with the Company.
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<1 send this letter in charge of Kawder Nawaz Khan, a
respectable officer, who enjoys my confidence, and who will
explain any thing you desire to know respecting my wishes.

¢ Jeswunt Rao Holkar’ ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Murray.

< Sig, ¢« Camp, 16th July, 1803.

< I shall be very much obliged to you if you will be so kind
as to give directions that 200 bullock loads of arrack may be
sent to me. It will be well to make a bargain with the people
who are to carry this arrack, that they must take back the
empty arrack kegs in camp.

I also recommend to you to send down to Panwell, not
only these empty arrack kegs, but those you may have at
Poonah, as T suspect that the government of Bombay have
not many more prepared.

< I have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Colonel Murray. ¢« ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Major Kirkpatrick.

¢ SIR, , ¢ Camp, 16th July, 1803.

¢ There was a report in this camp yesterday, stating that
the officer in command of a detachment coming from the
Kalachabootra ghaut, on the river Kistna, with supplies of
money and provisions, had been stopped at Perinda, in con-
sequence of a dispute between some of the troops under his
command and those belonging to that fort. I knew that, as
Major Dallas had not crossed the Kistna on the 5th, it was
not possible that this report could be founded in fact; but it
proved at least that the march of the detachment was known,
and was a subject of conversation in the country; and, as it
is imagined that the killadar of Perinda is not faithful to the
Nizam’s government, and he may have formed the plan to
stop the detachment, which the report supposes that he has
carried into execution, I have thought it proper to detach a
body of Mysore horse, under the command of Bistnapah
Punt, to Perinda, to join Major Dallas.

‘I mention these circumstances to you, in order that you
may apprize the Nizam’s government of them, in case any
notice should be taken of the entry into his Highness’s terri-
tories of the body of horse under Bistnapah Punt.
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<1 have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 4th
July.

¢ The difficulties under which I labored when I wrote to
you on the 26th June have been relieved, in some degree,
by the supplies which I have received from Poonah, and by
the success which I have had in the purchase of cattle in the
country. ‘The arrival of the cattle sent by General Stuart,
if they should be in tolerable condition, will remove them
entirely. I have besides expectations of the arrival of a
convoy, now on its road from Mysore ; and the prospect that
I shall bring forward the Poonah brinjarries is better than
it was. But still it is very desirable that Colonel Stevenson
should receive some further supplies from Hyderabad. He
will have informed you that, upon reckoning the bags in his
camp, he found that he had not a supply of rice for his troops
for more than twenty days; and, in consequence of this
failure, I desired him to take for the use of his detachment
the rice which had been collected at Moongy Puttun and
Aurungabad, for the use of my troops. He had also made
an advance to the brinjarries for 5000 loads of rice. The
supply sent to me by General Stuart is only 2000 bags ; but
I shall be able to get rice at Poonah to load the remainder
of the bullocks.

s T have the honor to be, &ec.
« Major Kirkpatrick’ ¢ Arrnur WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ SIR, < Camp at Sangwee, 17th July, 1803.

< I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 15th
instant, enclosing the copy of one which you had written te
Lieut. Colonel Collins on that day.

¢ When I heard the report that the morthern Marhatta
chiefs intended to confederate, for the purpose of obstruct-
ing the Treaty of Bassein between the Honorable Company
and his Highness the Peshwah, I was of opinion that it was
necessary for the British government to lose no time in
bringing those chiefs to a decision, whether there should be
peace or war, and in obliging each of them to place his
troops in their ordinary position.

¢ The grounds of this opinion were, that two of the chiefs
at least were in a state of determined and inveterate hostility
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against each other which it would require time to pacify.
The season in which the rivers fill was approaching, during
which the Marhatta armies find it difficult to carry on opera-
tions; and some of the most valuable of the territories be-
longing to Dowlut Rao Scindiah would be exposed to our
attacks. On the other hand, the rivers would cover the
territories of the Company and of their allies, in a great
degree, from the incursions of the Marhatta horse, and
would protect our convoys.

< The most proper time, therefore, to press Dowlut Rao
Scindiah to decide whether he would remain at peace with
the Company, and to induce him to withdraw his army to
Hindustan, as the only proof which he could give of his
pacific intentions, would have been in the month of May;
and as it appears that the peace between that chief and
Jeswunt Rao Holkar is not yet concluded, and at all events,
that Holkar is not yet united in councils with Scindiah and
the Rajah of Berar, it is very probable that if Scindiah had
been obliged to decide between peace and immediate hos-
tility, he would have found himself under the necessity of
adopting the former alternative.

¢ Since that period, six weeks of valuable time have
elapsed ; during which some progress must have been made
in pacifying the hostility between Scindiah and Holkar, and
in uniting their councils. 'We have gained nothing: on the
contrary, we have consumed our resources, and the sup-
posed enemy is nearer to the frontier which we have to
defend than he was. But still, to bring the question of
peace or war to an immediate issue is attended with many
advantages. .

< It is certain that the councils of the chiefs are not yet
united. Holkar’s army is to the northward of the Taptee;
and supposing him to be inclined to hostility with the Com-
pany, which I think there is reason to doubt, it is not pos-
sible that he can bring his forces to co-operate with those of
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar for a length of time. The
swelling of the rivers still exposes to an attack many valuable
points in Scindiah’s possession, and protects the territories
of 'the Company and those of their allies, and the convoys
gomng to the British armies.

¢ It is obvious, however, that every day’s delay to bring
VOL. I, o
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Scindiah to a decision, and to force him to give the only
proof of his pacific intentions, deprives us of part of these
advantages ; and therefore no time should be lost.

¢ The declarations which have been drawn from Dowlut
Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, in their letters to the
Governor General, are favorable, so far as they deprive
those Chiefs of their favorite pretence of hostility, viz., the
injury they apprehended from the treaty of Bassein. They
prove also most clearly, that the Chiefs are aware of the
disadvantages under which they will labor by the immediate
commencement of hostilities.

¢ According to these sentiments, and finding by your letter
of the 10th instant, that you agreed in opinion with me, I
wrote to Dowlut Rao Scindiah a letter, a copy and trans-
lation of which have been already transmitted to you, and
one to Lieut. Colonel Collins, of which also you have a copy.
You will observe that in the former I have apprized Dowlut
Rao Scindiah of my intention to take advantage of the
position of the Company’s troops to attack his possessions,
if he should advance one step towards the Nizam’s frontier
after the receipt of my letter; or if I found that he did not
withdraw his troops to their usual stations north of the river
Nerbudda.

I have not fixed when he should withdraw: First, be-
cause I wish to keep in my own breast the period at which
hostilities will be commenced; by which advantage it be-
comes more probable that I shall strike the first blow, if 1
should find hostile operations to be necessary: Secondly,
there is every reason to expect instructions from the Go-
vernor General, applicable to the present situation of affairs
in India, as well as in Europe. His Excellency must have
received, by the 20th of June, the dispatches from England
of the month of March, the intelligence of my march from
Poonah, of the state of affairs at the Peshwah’s durbar at that
period, and of the state of the negotiation with Dowlut Rao
Scindiah in the end of May.

¢ Excepting that Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of
Berar have made a public declaration, the sincerity of which
must be doubted as long as their actions are not conformable
thereto; that those chiefs have approached noarer to the
Nizam’s fronticr; that more progress has been made  in
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effecting the pacification between Dowlut Rao Scindiah and
Holkar, and more of the resources of the British troops have
been consumed; circumstances are nearly in the state in
which they were at the period of which the Governor
General then received accounts.

¢ By avoiding to fix a day on which Scindiah must retire,
I have it in my power to alter my course of action, in con-
formity to these instructions, in case that measure should be
necessary.

< I have the honor to be, &c.

¢ Lieut. Colonel Close. ¢ ArTnur WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Collins.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 18th July, 1803.

¢ I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter, which I
have received from his Excellency the Governor General,
from a perusal of which you will perceive that his Excellency
has been pleased to intrust to me extraordinary powers, for
the purpose of concluding whatever arrangements may be-
come necessary, either for the final settlement of peace, or
for the active prosccution of war. I request you to be so
kind as to communicate this circumstance to Dowlut Rao
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar.

* You will be so kind, at the same time, to inform those
Chiefs that, consistently with the principles and uniform
practice of the British government, I am perfectly ready to
attend to their inferests, and to enter into negotiations with
them upon objects by which they may suppose those in-
terests to be affected. But they must first withdraw their
troops from the position which they have taken up upon
the Nizam’s frontier, and return to their usual stations in
Hindustan and Berar respectively; and, on my part, I will
withdraw' the Company’s troops to their usual stations,
You will point out to those Chiefs, that, as they have de-
clared they have no intention to obstruct the execution of
the treaty of Bassein, or to march to Poonah, or to invade
the territories of the Nizam, to withdraw their troops to
their several stations is only consistent with those declara-
tions, and a proof that they are sincere. On the other
hand, to retain their position upon the Nizam’s frontier is

H2
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the strongest proof they can give of the insincerity of those
declarations.

* You will, therefore, again call upon them to retire, as
being the only measure by which the peace between the
British government and them can be presecrved.

¢ It may happen that Dowlut Rao Scindiah will urge the
difficulty of crossing the rivers Taptee and Nerbudda, as an
excuse for not withdrawing his troops at the present mo-
ment; that excuse will not apply at all to the Rajah of
Berar, to whose return to Nagpoor there are no impedi-
ments whatever, and therefore his march to his capital is
indispensable. It might be disputed in respect to Dowlut
Rao Scindiah; for it is certain, that the passage of the army
of that Chief over those rivers will be attended with some
difficulties.

¢ Those difficulties, however, are to be surmounted; and
at all events, there is nothing to prevent his retiring to
Burhampoor, and commencing to send his troops across the
Taptee, and making arrangements for sending them across
the Nerbudda.

¢ If he should urge these difficulties, you will make known
to him my sentiments upon them as above stated, and you
will require him to give a proof that his declarations are
not insincere, by falling back to Burhampoor, and by com-
mencing to pass his troops over the Taptee and his arrange-
ments for crossing the Nerbudda.

< If the Rajah of Berar should return to Nagpoor, and
Scindiah should adopt the measures above pointed out, as
preparatory to his crossing the rivers Taptee and Nerbudda,
I shall be satisfied. But if you should find those Chiefs
obstinately determined to remain in their positions upon the
Nizam'’s frontier, you will be so good as to inform them, that
I have requested you to withdraw from the camp of Dowlut
Rao Scindiah ; and, accordingly, you will leave it on the fol-
lowing day.

¢« In that case you might proceed to Colonel Stevenson’s
camp, which you will find about ten coss to the northward of
Aurungabad, and from thence the Colonel will furnish you
with an escort to enable you to join me.

< If you should find it necessary to quit Dowlut Rao Scin-
diah’s camp, I request you to take the earliest opportunity
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to acquaint Colonel Stevenson thereof; as I have directed
him to take up a position in the neighbourhood of the ghaut,
from which he will be able to attack, with a superior force,
any party of Scindiah’s that may ascend it, and thus prevent
that Chief from deploying his army above the ghaut, till I
shall have brought to a close the operations I have in con-
templation south of the Godavery, and shall be enabled to
join Colonel Stevenson.

<1 have reports from hircarrahs that two brigades of
Scindiah’s, with guns, are at the Adjuntee ghaut, at this
moment ; and that Gopal Rao’s detachment of cavalry are
above the ghaut. But the latter have received orders to
retire, which they appear inclined to disobey. Before you
quit Scindiah’s camp, it would be very desirable that you
should endeavor to ascertain the gemeral position of his
troops, and the numbers and description in each station,
and by whom commanded.

¢ Indeed, this measure would be desirable at all events,
whether that Chief consents to retire or not; as, supposing
that he should retire, you cannot be certain that he will have
withdrawn all his troops, unless you are acquainted with
their numbers, and the stations they at present occupy.

< I request you also to endeavor to ascertain the same cir-
cumstances respecting the troops of the Rajah of Berar, and
to communicate the intelligence you will receive regarding
the troops of each Chief to Colonel Stevenson, as well as
to me.

< I have the honor to be, &ec.
¢ Celonel Collins. ¢ ArTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ My pear CoLoONEL, ¢ Camp, 18th July, 1803.
¢ Ireturn your letter enclosed with yours of the 16th. The
Cowlnamah ought to be taken away from Shunawass Rao.
He has turned it to no good purpose, and he ought not to
have shown it to any body.
I likewise return the dispatches from the Governor

General. I apprized you yesterday of the steps I had
already taken.

. This day I have written to Collins, to desire him to
withdraw, if he cannot prevail upon Scindiah and the Rajah
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of Berar to move away. I have also desired Colonel Steven-
son to move forward, if he finds that Colonel Collins comes
away; and to watch the ghauts, so as to attack Scindiah
with advantage, if he should attempt to pass through them.

I have written most fully to General Stuart upon the
subject of his crossing the Toombuddra. He is of opinion
that he ought to adopt that measure; but whether he will
adopt it or not depends upon the orders he will receive from
Madras.

¢ You have a translation of a letter that I have written to
Appah Saheb, which I think will make an impression upon
him. I shall write again this afternoon.

¢ 1 do not know well what we can do, excepting we give
money to Appah Saheb, to bring him forward; for all his
objects were promised to him, and he still holds off. ~Chin-
temeny and Rastia depend upon him.

< The young vakeel arrived in camp some days ago, and
does neither harm nor good. We are most plentifully sup-
plied.

<1 do not believe a word of Sir W. Clarke’s intelligence,
because I have a man upon the spot to report every thing,
and he does not mention it : but I have no doubt that if we
delay much longer in the way in which we are, we shall have
the Rajah of Kolapoor upon our communication.

¢ Believe me, &ec.
¢ Lieut. Colonel Close.’ ¢ ArTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Stevenson.

¢ SIR, ¢ Camp, 18th July, 1803.

< Having received from his Excellency the Governor
General full powers to conclude whatever arrangement may
become necessary, either for the final scttlement of peace, or
for the active prosecution of war, I have written to Lieut.
Colonel Collins to request that he will urge Dowlut Rao
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar to withdraw their troops
from the stations which they have occupied in the neigh-
bourhood of the Nizam’s frontier: and 1 have requested him
to come away from Scindiah’s camp, if those Chiefs should
refuse to give that proof of the sincerity of the pacific de-
clarations which they have made. T have likewise requested
the Colonel to give you the earliest intimation of his coming
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away from Scindiah’s camp, if that measure should be ne-
cessary.

¢ If you should receive notice from Colonel Collins that he
has withdrawn from Scindiah’s camp, you will be so kind as
immediately to take up a position as near to the Adjuntee
ghaut, which leads into the Nizam’s territories, as the con-
veniences of water and forage will permit. From this po-
sition you will watch with vigilance the designs and move-
ments of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. If
you should find that those Chiefs attempt to ascend that, or
any other ghaut, you will fall upon them immediately, before
they shall have time to deploy their forces above the ghaut.

<1 do not however propose that your troops should de-
scend the ghaut, but only that they should attack that part
of the enemy which shall ascend, before the remainder can
come to their assistance. It is possible that they may leave
the Adjuntee ghaut, and endeavor to penetrate by the Cas-
serbarry ghaut, towards Aurungabad. You will, in that
case, move towards the latter, and place yourself in such
manner as to attack them with advantage if they attempt to
pass there.

¢ My object is to avoid, if possible, that your troops should
be engaged with the whole of Scindiah’s infantry, with his
guns, before my operations to the southward of the God-
avery shall be so far advanced as to enable me to reinforce
you. Your efforts to prevent Scindiah from penetrating by
some one of the passages may not be successful; and, in-
deed, it is probable that they must finally fail : but the delay
of a few days is all I require, and that I conceive must be
gained.

1 have, however, no apprehension for the result, even if
you should be engaged with the whole of Scindiah’s force. I
have received your letters of the 18th.

' ¢ I have the honor to be, &e.
* Colonel Stevenson. ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Colonel Murray.
¢ SIR, ¢ 18th July, 1803.
“The only objections which I have to your making the

gunny bags at Poonah are, that I fear they will not be at
Panwell before the bullocks will be there which are to carry
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away the rice ; and that the expense of them may be greater
than those made at Bombay. You must advert to the cir-
cumstance that the expense of the carriage to Panwell must
be added to that of the manufacture at Poonah.

¢ However, you will act in this respect. as you may think
will answer best in regard to the goodness of the bags, the
time at which they will be at Poonah, and their cheapness.

¢ I wish that you would desire Captain Spens to order the
coolies to come on to camp, wherever it may be. We have
moved from Pepulgaum, and are now upon the Secnah river,
and they have left at the former place bullock saddles, rice,
&e., and gone hack to Poonah.

‘I have the honor to be, &c.

_* Colonel Murray. ¢ ArTHUR WELLESLEY.

To the Governor of Bombay.

¢« HONORABLE SIR, ¢ Camp, 18th July, 1803.

¢ You will have observed, by a letter addressed to me by
his Excellency the Governor General, on the 26th June, that
his Excellency has thought proper to trust me with certain
full powers to conclude whatever arrangements may become
necessary, either for the final settlement of peace, or for the
active prosecution of war; and to appoint me to the com-
mand of all the British troops, and of the forces of our allies,
in the territories of the Peshwah, of the Nizam, or of any of
the Marhatta states.

¢ The troops serving in the territories of the Guickwar are
included among those placed under my command; and I
shall be obliged to you if you will be so kind as to give
directions that I may receive from Bombay returns of the
strength and state of the equipment of those forces, their
present distribution, an account of the state of defence of the
posts which they occupy, and the names of the officers who
command them.

¢ T am also desirous of having a sketch of the territories of
the Guickwar, which it is intended that the troops should
defend ; and any general topographical account of the coun-
try from which 1 may be able to form a judgment respecting
its great communications, as well with the sea coast as with
the territories of the Holkar family, of Scindiah, &e., and
with those lately ceded to the Company by the Peshwah.
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With the assistance of these documents, I hope to be able to
form a system for the defence of those territories, which will
tend to their security. It is accordingly desirable that the
officer in command in the Company’s territories should com-
municate with me, and with the officer in command in the
territories of the Guickwar.

¢ While writing upon this subject, it is proper that I should
urge a request beforec made by the Resident at Poonah, that
Licut. Colonel Reynolds might be ordered to send me amap
of the countries which arc at present, or may be, the scene of
the operation of the troops under my command.

< You will have received, from the Resident at Poonah,
copies and translations of the letters by Dowlut Rao Scin-
diah and the Rajah of Berar, and his Excellency the Governor
General, in which those Chiefs have declared their intentions
not to obstruct the treaty of Bassein, not to march to Poonah,
and not to enter the territories of the Nizam. They still,
however, remain in their position upon the Nizam’s frontier.

‘I have in consequence written to Lieut. Colonel Collins
this day, to request that he would call upon them to with-
draw from that position to the stations usually occupied by
their troops within their own territories; and that he would
promise them, that I also would order the Company’s troops
to retire to their usual stations.

‘In case they should refuse to adopt these measures, I
have requested Lieut. Colonel Collins to quit Scindiah’s
camp; and it is my intention to commence hostilities against
that Chief without loss of time. I will make you acquainted
with the result of Lieut. Colonel Collins’s conference with
Dowlut Rao Scindiah upon this subject; and I beg leave to
recommend that you should give orders to the commanding
officer in the territories of the Guickwar, to be prepared to
attack Baroach without loss of time.

¢ I have the honor to be, &ec.
* The Governor of Bombay." ¢ ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

To Lieut. Colonel Close.

¢ My pEAR CoLONEL, ¢ Camp, 20th July, 1803.

‘I am sorry to tell you that General Stuart will have
crossed the Toombuddra before this time, by orders from
the Government of Fort St. George.
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It is impossible to do any thing for Ball Kischen Bhow
at this time; but it would be very desirable to see him
firmly seated in his soubahdarry, if it could be effected
without a contest in our rear. I shall write to him upon
this subject.

‘I have scen your letter to Malcolm. I think it a matter
of indifference whether Salabut Khan corresponds with Ra-
gojee Bhoonslah or does not. At all events, we cannot
prevent it; and for this reason, I have told Colonel Steven-
son that I have no objection to it. T also desired him to tell
Salabut Khan, that if Ragojee Bhoonslah wished for peace
with the English, he must return to his own countries, and
that nothing else would insure that object.

¢ What has passed in Guzerat is disgusting to a degree.
The English name is disgraced, and the worst of it is, that
endeavors are made to conceal the disgrace, under an hypo-
critical cant about humanity: and those feelings which are
brought forward so repeatedly respecting the garrison of
Parneira, are entirely forgotten in respect to the unfortunate
British soldiers of the 75th and 84th regiments, who, unlike
the gentlemen, submitting to be humbugged by a parcel of
blackguards, are suffering in the rains.

<1 am more than ever convinced that no attempt ought to
have been made to get possession of the ceded countries, till
the question of the Confederacy was settled. A little delay
would have enabled us to have a good detachment in a field
cantonment near Songhur, which would have saved that
province. As matters stand now, our forces are frittered
away, and we have none for any efficient purpose. The
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