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It is with great satisfaction that we issue the first number

of The ScJwol of Religion Bulletin. It marks the realization

of a long desired means of communication between the School

of Religion and its alumni and friends. The definite beginning

of the project was a request from the members of the Class of

1929 which was presented to the School of Religion faculty on

May 10, 1932, that some steps be taken in order to have a closer

contact between the faculty of the School of Religion and its

alumni. It was suggested that a monthly communication be sent

from the faculty to the graduates of the School of Religion.

The faculty asked the dean to confer with Mr. Henry R.

Dwire, director of Public Relations and Alumni Affairs, regard-

ing the feasibility of such a publication, after making investiga-

tions as to the practices of other seminaries. On January 11,

1933, the dean reported that he had corresponded with various

theological schools on the subject but that, on account of the lack

of funds for carrying out the suggestions offered, he was unable

to report any progress. The faculty asked that further investi-

gations be made.

At the next meeting of the faculty on February 8, 1933, the

dean reported that Mr. Dwire had placed at the disposal of the

School of Religion space in the Alumni Register which the faculty

might use for the purpose of informing the alumni of the School

of Religion, as well as other alumni of the University, concerning

the School of Religion. In accordance with this offer at times

during the next two years several articles about the School of

Religion were printed in the Alumni Register.

In the fall of 1934 the Executive Committee of the Alumni
Association of the School of Religion planned for the publication

of a bulletin of the Association. They asked that the faculty

oizrynoo
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elect a faculty editor to cooperate with an alumni editor and a

student editor. The faculty accordingly elected Professor H. E.

Spence. This attempt did not succeed, due to the difficulty of

securing sufficient financial support, either by subscription or from
the University. Professor Spence, however, continued to furnish

the Alumni Register with occasional material of interest to the

School of Religion alumni.

At various times during the academic year 1934-35 the matter

was considered by members of the faculty, the Executive Com-
mittee of the Alumni Association and the administration of the

University. During the fall of 1935 Rev. Wilson O. "Weldon,

president of the Alumni Association, expressed his conviction that

if the matter were to be successfully launched it would have to

be centered at the University and supported by University funds.

The Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees was asked

therefore for a grant sufficient for the estimated cost of the pro-

posed publication. This was approved on December 18, 1935,

provided the faculty and alumni of the School of Religion would
present in detail a satisfactory plan for the publication. After

consulting with Professor H. E. Spence. Reverend Wilson O.

Weldon, president of the School of Religion Alumni Associa-

tion, and Mr. Dwire, the dean presented a plan which was ap-

proved by the special committee to which the Executive Com-
mittee of the Board of Trustees had referred the matter, and by

the faculty of the School of Religion. The faculty minutes state

that "the primary objective of the publication shall be to continue

with our alumni and others interested the educational processes

which are the concern of the School of Religion."

The following organization and management were provided

for. "The publication shall be under the management of the

faculty of the School of Religion operating through an editorial

committee consisting of the dean as chairman, four additional

members of the faculty, a member of the student body, and a

member of the Alumni Association. The editorial committee shall

be empowered to appoint an editor, a managing editor and arrange

other details of publication."

The managing committee according to the plan adopted will

consist of the dean, chairman, ex-officio, Professor James Cannon,

III, managing editor; Professor H. E. Spence, literary editor;

Professor Gilbert T. Rowe, book reviews ; Professor Paul N.

Garber, the alumni representative, and the student representative,

news editors.
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It is now planned to issue four numbers each year under the

name of The School of Religion Bulletin. One of these issues

will be an announcement number and the other three will appear,

one in the fall one in the winter, and one in the spring, as the

organ of the School of Religion and its alumni.

GREETINGS TO THE ALUMNI

This first issue of The School of Religion Bulletin is occa-

sion for mutual felicitations on the part of faculty, students and

alumni of the School of Religion. The alumni especially are to

be congratulated on this attainment of a means of communica-

tion with the School for which the Alumni Association has worked

so faithfully. We expect that it will enable us to maintain in fuller

measure than heretofore the relationship of personal knowledge

and sympathetic understanding which existed so happily for us

during the period of your residence in the School. It will also

help the members of the faculty to keep more fully informed of

your work and successes, of which we have ever increasing reason

to be proud. On behalf of the faculty, students and the editorial

committee, I send you greetings and good wishes.

Elbert Russell.

THE SCHOOL OF RELIGION ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

When students went through the School of Religion of Duke

University, received their degrees, and went out into the ministry

and other fields of service, they wanted to continue in some way

to have a relation with the School of Religion that had contributed

so much to them. Many expressed the desire for a bond that

would continue this relationship.

Accordingly, under the auspices of the class of 1934, steps

were taken toward the organization of graduates and former stu-

dents into the School of Religion Alumni Association, which asso-

ciation would work in harmony with the Duke University Alumni

Association. The first meeting was held during the sessions of

the North Carolina Pastors' School in June, 1934. A constitu-

tion was adopted and the following officers elected : President,

Wilson O. Weldon ; Vice-President, C. Wade Goldston ; Executive

Secretary, W. Arthur Kale ; Executive Councilors, Liston Pope

and J. B. McLarty.

Letters were written by the Executive Secretary ; membership

fees were collected ; articles were placed in the Alumni Register

;

and information was furnished to the alumni concerning the prog-

ress of the Association and of the School of Religion.

367929
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The first annual meeting of the Association was held during
Commencement, on June 3, 1935, in York Chapel. Reports were
made, officers re-elected, and an alumni address delivered by
Adlai C. Holler, of Aiken, S. C. Dean Elbert Russell told of his

interest in the alumni and promised cooperation from the Faculty.

One chief purpose in the organization of this alumni group
was the issuing of a special bulletin to serve the particular needs
of the School of Religion constituency—students, faculty, alum-
ni, and prospective students. Conferences were held by the officers

with President W. P. Few. Dean Elbert Russell, and Mr. H. R.
Dwire, Alumni Secretary. It was felt by the alumni that this

periodical should contain articles by faculty members and alumni
on topics of interest to ministers, teachers of religion, and friends

of the school. Through the use of book reviews, news items.

et cetera, this periodical could contribute materially toward con-

tinuing the educational processes of the School of Religion.

Out of this desire and agitation has come the authorization by
the Board of Trustees and the appropriation of sufficient funds to

issue this quarterly, The School of Religion Bulletin. Much
credit is due to the interest of President W. P. Few, Dean Elbert

Russell, Mr. H. R. Dwire and Professor H. E. Spence. W. A.
Kale, Executive Secretary, and C. Wade Goldston, Vice-Presi-

dent, respectively, of the School of Religion Alumni Association,

have given of time and effort.

All alumni are requested to send their membership fee of

$1.00 to Mr. W. A. Kale, Mooresville. N. C. in order that the

work may be carried on. All alumni will receive copies of the

Bulletin. Announcements will be made in the next issue concern-

ing plans for the second annual meeting of the Association in

June, 1936.

Wilsox O. Weldon,
President, Duke School of Religion Alumni.



PROTESTANT PREACHING AT THE CROSS-ROADS

The glory of Protestant Christianity has always been the pul-

pit, the voice of the prophet. Catholicism makes preaching inci-

dental to the sacrifice of the Mass ; it weaves its system around the

efficacious Sacrament. But Protestantism, without belittling the

sacraments, has always focused its meaning and power in the

efficacious Word. Protestantism rises or falls with the power

of its preaching.

I do not belittle the important place of Religious Education

nor the effort to make the spirit of Christ felt in social reform.

I mean only to say that when Protestant Christianity lets these

or any other considerations crowd out the Preacher it has struck

its own death knell. When our Protestant preaching power is

high, we can transmit it to all the good works which the Church

is trying to carry on ; when it is low, we make all such works

a mechanical burden too heavy to be borne.

Just now how high is our preaching power? We have come

through a national crisis in which the predominant factors were

not economical, but spiritual. Our people were paralyzed by fear

;

they had lost faith and confidence in the world which they had

built up. The poor and wretched began to starve in the midst

of plenty. We were urged to restrict production ; but at the same

time to raise prodigious sums to care for the needy. We had not

moral power enough to regulate supply and demand. The frugal

savings of the thrifty and industrious were swept away over night

in the flood ; economists were frantically trying to save what they

could from the wreckage. Nowhere in the scene did a mighty

prophet of the Most High dominate the situation. The preacher

had largely vacated his place of leadership for the economist

;

and the economist was unable to put his finger on the real nerve

of the difficulty.

Not that there has not been enough preaching going on. We
have had a surfeit of preaching; but much of it extremely un-

orthodox as to both its method and its substance. Syndicated

news editors have preached us dizzy with their daily fulminations

crowding their way into every corner of the land ; magazine

writers of the more serious sort as well as fiction writers, have

done the same; and the motion pictures have carried their garbled

message of the meaning of life to more people of a Sunday even-

ing than the churches—especially so in our great cities. All this

in addition to the regular offerings of the pulpit ! But where has
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this flood of preaching brought us out?—into confusion worse
confounded.

The point at once arises: But with all the babel of noises

filling the ears of the people with its din, how can you expect
the voice of the preacher to make itself heard? How can he
compete with all the counter-attractions of our day ? How can he
draw people into his congregation, especially on Sunday even-

ings, away from the radio concerts and the picture shows, from
the general gaiety of life which is much more attractive than the

best kind of sober preaching would be? The ears of our people,

we are told, are deafened and their hearts hardened against the

Gospel message. And the trouble is that a good many of the

preachers themselves believe that. They are whipped out of

preaching power before they begin to prepare next Sunday's ser-

mon, and their hands are down. Oh. not all of them, to be sure

—

for we are not utterly bereft of sturdy preaching spirit—but so

very, very many of them. What can the preacher do in such a

time as this?

An immediate answer is suggested by a story concerning the

late Dr. John Henry Jowett, the distinguished English preacher

who spent some of his later years in a New York pulpit. Dr.

Jowett, so the story goes, was called to the pulpit of a fine old

church whose attendance had shrunk alarmingly. To the amaze-
ment of all concerned, he soon picked up an enthusiastic hearing,

and then crowded his church Sunday after Sunday, both morn-
ing and evening. A secular magazine dispatched one of its best

men to study the problem of Jowett's drawing power. His report

is illuminating. "I could not", he said, "determine where the

secret of Dr. Jowett's power over his people lay. It could not

have been in his oratorical manner, for he had none ; he read every
word of his address, and his voice was slightly monotonous.
He made almost no gestures, but stood practically motionless

behind his pulpit desk. What most impressed me. I think, was
that the longer Dr. Jowett spoke the less his audience were con-

scious that he was there at all. He seemed gradually to disappear.

and it took no great imagination to feel that instead of Jowett
standing there, the Christ concerning whom he spoke stood in his

place." Jowett had become so transparent that his hearers saw

only the Christ shining through him.

The reporter's words I have quoted from memory ; they arc

probably not exact : but I recall the point of his comment perfect-

ly. This secular reporter, it seems to me, went straight to the

secret of Jowett's power: it lay in his spiritual transparency. And
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that characteristic is basic in preaching power anywhere and any

time. It is that which must forever distinguish the Christian

preacher from any other kind of preacher in the secular world.

And it is that which will draw people into the service of worship

more powerfully than anything else.

The men and women of our day have the same natural spiritual

hunger that people have always had, and they have as true an in-

stinct for spiritual discrimination. The sentiment expressed by a

college student not long since will serve to indicate what I mean.

Some one had mentioned a rather theatrical type of address which

a visiting preacher had delivered in the University Chapel, and

the student's lip curled with disgust. He was not a "churchly"

type of student, but quite the opposite ; and yet he instantly made

this rejoinder : "When I want a show I'll go where shows are

the thing ; but when I go to Church I want something else." Let

me add the sentiment expressed by a lady of mature years at the

close of a Sunday morning service of worship. She was a cul-

tured and somewhat sophisticated type of modern woman, but

she commented with hearty approval upon a very "religious" ser-

mon which she had just heard. "I am so glad," she said, "that

the preacher did not review for us all that the secular magazines

and books and newspapers of the week had had to say. He
took us into a world which all these other things hardly touched

;

and it was a world into which I very much wanted to be taken."

The issue, as I see it, is very clear. The preacher must bring

to a worn out world the Good News of an order of life and truth

and beauty which shines in upon defeated mankind from another

and higher sphere. He must face squarely the fact that he can-

not be laughed out of his pulpit by the jibes of the worldly wise

about his "other-worldly" emphasis and his "mysticism". Preach-

ing without mystical reach and insight and without an other-

worldly emphasis will never be able to compete with the torrent

of secular preaching to which I have referred. But this mystical

contact with another world must never lose its contact with the

baffling problems of the present world, for both the preacher and
his hearers have to live in and fight their way through his present

world, just as other people do. Nevertheless, we sadly need the

light of another world and the power from another world to play

upon the drab, sordid world in which we struggle along.

Let me give you a case in point. An elderly minister of Scot-

tish blood whom I knew in Chicago told this story in my hearing.

He had been called to conduct the funeral service for a prominent

Chicago business man. and found a large number of influential
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business men of the city in attendance. In the course of his ad-

dress he said to his audience, "My friends, we live for two
worlds." After the service was concluded, one of the business

men came to the preacher and questioned him about this state-

ment. "Why, of course I said it", the preacher replied ; "you
believe that, don't you?" "No sir, I don't believe that", he in-

stantly replied, "and neither do most of the men here this after-

noon. We believe that we live for just one world, and we shape
our affairs accordingly." The minister was thunderstruck, but
when he had recovered a little he asked another question : "If

you did believe that you lived for two worlds, would it make any
difference with you?" And again the reply was instantaneous:

"Yes sir, it would make a great deal of difference. I should

change every major principle I have in conducting my business."

I think this business man speaks with the voice of our whole
disillusioned modern materialistic world; if it believed at all in

the reality of the spiritual world and its relation to this world
it would change every major principle it employs in conducting

its affairs. And that goes for international affairs, as well as for

affairs within our own nation. When the Christian pulpit sees

that truth clearly it must inevitably see its own mission : the in-

comparable mission of making known the spiritual light and values

which must stream in upon us from another world if we are by
any means to keep this present world of practical affairs from
utterly knocking itself to pieces.

This is great business for the preacher to have committed to

his hands, and he must be greatly prepared for it. He must know
the world to which he preaches ; therefore he must know his way
around in the mazes of learning and practical routines which mark
out the problems of the modern world. He must never make the

mistake of supposing that ancient dogmatic statements are more
important than modern imperative needs. He must be intellectu-

ally attuned to the world he lives in. He must be educated in the

thought-modes of his day, if he is to connect in a vital manner
with the thinking minds of his day. He must remember that

everywhere he may stand to preach his audience will be inter-

spersed with fairly well, or even highly educated people: he must
speak their language. He must be as keenly abreast of the times

and as thoroughly equipped in his own field as the ablest pro-

fessional man who sits under his preaching. Only so can he
keep his message from being intellectually discreditable.

But he must go beyond this. He cannot hastily discard the

spiritual wisdom of the ages in his frantic haste to acquire modern-
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ity. Beneath every outmoded creed there is an unchanging truth

that once gave the creed life and power. He must be able to

pierce through the dried husk of dead dogmatism and reach the

living heart of the truth hidden within it, and he must be able

to make this truth grow again in the more modern garden of his

own thinking. When he speaks to the people, he must speak

with the authority of the imperishable truth of the Spirit of the

living God—an authority none the less in evidence because like

the true artist which he is he has been able to body his truth forth

in terms which will grip the modern mind as its older statements

gripped another and bygone age. He must do this ; but to do it

he will have to go through more than one hour of spiritual agony

;

for the bringing to birth of spiritual truth is the most agonizing

event in any man's experience, apart from the intimate sorrow

of the bereaved or the burdened conscience of the sinner. He

must first find the Witness of the Spirit clear in his own heart

before he can expect to carry that witness forth to a desperately

disillusioned world. He must achieve an experience of his own

in which inward Truth has come to its rightful throne in the

midst of modern thinking. When he does this he can speak a

word of power to a mightily confused world, and his voice will

be heard through all the tumult. So only will the power of

Protestant preaching return.

Protestant preaching stands at the cross-roads; if it fails to

take the right turn in the road— ! But it must not fail

!

Frank S. Hickman.



WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING IN THE LIBRARY?

Duke University is a place where nothing stays exactly as

it was except—we hope—the purpose and spirit of it all. Like

other parts of the institution the Library of the School of Reli-

gion has been growing. Those of you who took your B.D.s

in the early days of the School of Religion will be surprised on

your return visits at the growing efficiency and richness of the

library collections. The University Libraries as a whole now
contain very nearly 450,000 volumes. It has been for a number
of years one of the half dozen most rapidly growing university

libraries in the entire country and is now nineteenth in number
of volumes among university libraries. Much of the material

which students and professors in the School of Religion use is

housed, of course, in the General Library. That is one of the

advantages of our location between the Chapel on the one hand

and the General Library on the other. This means that the great

collections on ancient and mediaeval history, on psychology and

philosophy, and other academic subjects which relate to the work
of the School of Religion, will always be readily accessible.

The Library in the School of Religion building is rapidly be-

coming full. You will remember that the second basement level

vised to be as empty as a cavern. The book stacks there are now
perhaps two-thirds full. A separate count has not been made
recently, but I should guess that there are perhaps 35,000

volumes housed in this Library. Since these have all been pur-

chased within the last ten years, this represents a working library

in the field of religion which is most effective.

You will perhaps be interested in certain collections of special

strength. A visitor, knowing Professor Garber's enthusiasm and
energy, would not be surprised on walking through the stacks

to discover that our records of Methodism, particularly in recent

years, are especially rich. We can look up in the Conference

Journals, for example, where each one of you Methodists has

been stationed since you left the University, how much your

salary has been, and therefore how much you should contribute

for the support of the Library. The visitor might be more sur-

prised, however, to discover that we also have one of the most

complete collections of the diocesan records of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in America. This collection of records was
secured in one purchase and represents a great acquisition. There
is also special strength in the literature for the study of the New
Testament, in comparative religions, particularly the sections on
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Buddhism and Mohammedanism, and in that on the rural church,

the latter collection being' provided by a memorial fund in honor

of Professor Ormond's father. Materials for the study of

American religious history are greatly enriched, of course, by the

southern history materials built up in the General Library in the

Flowers Collection.

Among acquisitions of the past year several will serve to illus-

trate the material which is being secured. You are familiar, of

course, with the Palestine Exploration Society which has carried

on since 1864 the work of exploration in the Holy Land. We
have recently secured a complete file of their quarterly state-

ment. Professor Cannon is also proud of the addition of the

Royal Asiatic Society Journals for the Malay and Straits Settle-

ment Branches and the Korean Branch. Occasionally we are able

to purchase some rare volume which has been of great historical

importance in the history of religious thought. This year there

came to us by chance the opportunity to secure a set of the Mage-
burg Centuries. This work, begun in 1559, was one of the first

histories of civilization of the Reformation period which con-

tained criticisms of the church. It became the fountain head of a

great deal of the rewriting of the history of the first fifteen cen-

turies of our era. There are six volumes bound in pig skin.

There are only a few sets of this work in the United States.

The Library of Congress, for example, does not have one. But
alas, it is only occasionally that we can get volumes of historical

interest and importance. For the most part, our funds only per-

mit us to secure the working materials for every day use.

An acquisition of the year which many of you will regard

as more important than any set of books has been linoleum on
the floor! This has made the small reading room much quieter

and more usable. In the light of this acquisition we are begin-

ning to hope that some day we may be able to secure reading

lamps on the tables.

During this year one new organization has been developed.

It is called the Friends of Duke University Library and is a

splendid organization on many counts, one being that it probably
will have only one meeting a year. We shall never develop here

a really great library without the help of many individuals, and
this move is an appeal to you and all other alumni and friends to

come, not to our rescue, but to help us in a great achievement.

The obligation of membership is to help the Library in whatever
way you can. Some members have sent cash contributions ; others

have secured for us manuscripts and books of value. A number
are undertaking to build up collections on special subjects. If
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you have a favorite author or are an admirer of some literary or

historical figure who has contributed greatly to our civilization,

why not undertake to secure for us everything by or about that

individual ? To insure that the membership is a working group

we are expecting one volume per year from all members who
have not assisted us in other ways.

In conclusion let me remind you that no matter how rapidly

you may be advancing in church or state, the faculty still regards

you as our students. We have the belief—I hope I should not

use the word "delusion"—that you are still pursuing the same
studies that you did while here, only with more success. To this

end, do not forget that the books of the Library are still yours

to use except, of course, those on reserve or in the Treasure

room. We shall be glad to send you any volume not in use, pro-

vided you pay the postage. You can always escape the postage

by coming back to visit us and getting the books directly from
the shelves. On that visit you could also join the Friends of

the Duke University Library, but of course that could be done

Harvie Branscomb.

PHILLIPS BROOKS CLUB
In the fall of 1932, Dr. F. S. Hickman, Professor of the

Psychology of Religion, in the School of Religion at Duke Univer-

sity, invited a number of the Durham city ministers to meet with

him to talk over, informally, problems confronting the ministers

of today. In a comparatively short time this gathering had- re-

solved itself into a Seminar which met one afternoon each month,

at which time a discussion of various problems was the order.

Under the leadership of Dr. Hickman books bearing on the work

of the minister were used as a basis for the conference. An
enjoyable feature of these early meetings was the fellowship after

the lecture, at which time refreshments were served. The small

group, finding so much enjoyment and help from these meetings,

felt the urge to increase its field of operation. At a meeting,

largely attended by representatives from the nearby territory, Dr.

Hickman raised the question of the desirability of forming a

group after the fashion of the club once attended by Phillips

Brooks in Boston. This idea met with immediate response and

on the motion of Dr. W. R. Cullom, of Wake Forest College, such

an organization was formed and the name, "Phillips Brooks

Club", was adopted.

At this meeting officers were elected, Trela D. Collins was

elected president and Stanley C. Harrell was elected secrtary.

An enlarged mailing list was made and an invitation to ministers
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within a radius of approximately 50 miles was sent out. In

response there were between 50 and 60 attending the meeting.

All were guests of Duke University, which provided a luncheon.

Nine denominations were represented. Officials of Duke Uni-

versity were present at this meeting expressing interest in the

movement and offering all their facilities for its furtherance. The

sense of this meeting was that a luncheon feature would add

materially to the enjoyment and helpfulness of the enterprise.

The members unanimously voted that an arrangement be made for

a luncheon to be held at 12:30 prior to the meeting each month.

This plan has been carried out ever since, making for fine fellow-

ship of the group.

During the first year the attendance at the lecture period

averaged around 45, and the interest grew steadily. Following

the luncheon, two one-hour periods were given by Dr. Hickman
and others whom the group invited to address them.

In September, 1934, new officers were elected, E. L. Hillman,

being the President. H. P. Ruppenthal, the Secretary. The
continuation in the new year showed a sustained and ever increas-

ing interest. Those attending used their influence for enlarging

the club's field of usefulness. One outstanding achievement has

been the magnifying of areas in which the various communions
in confronting their common problems, can work more effectively

together than they were ever able to do individually. The group
has crystallized into a fellowship for united Christian effort.

An added feature of the club for the past year has been the

Homiletic Group which has met monthly, midway between the

meetings of the club. At this time two ministers are given sub-

jects to discuss before the entire group. This has proved to be

very helpful to those who have availed themselves of the oppor-

tunity thus afforded. Some 20 to 25 have attended this group
each time, the attendance at the more general meetings averaging

45.

It is needless to say that Dr. F. S. Hickman has been the

dominant factor in the success of this movement. Those who
have been associated with him and made contributions from time

to time on the program have added materially to its success. The
ministers of the club feel a great sense of gratitude for such un-

selfish, painstaking service.

Officers of the club during the current year are Rev. Stanley

C. Harrell, president and Rev. R. G. L. Edwards, secretary.

The program for the year has consisted of a discussion, led

by Dr. Hickman, of Professor A. C. Knudson's book. Present
Tendencies in Religious Thought. _ T

E. L. Hillman.



CHANGE IN GRADING SYSTEM

The student body and faculty of the School of Religion have
been very much interested in a change in the grading system
adopted by the faculty on October 9. 1935. The faculty regula-

tion reads

:

"In the grading of School of Religion students, S or satisfactory

shall represent work of an acceptable character, G or good shall be
the next higher grade, and E or exceptional shall be the highest grade.

F or failing indicates that the grade of the student is below passing.

In a course in which both graduates and undergraduates are enrolled,

the grade 5" shall represent approximately the degree of attainment

marked 80 in the case of an undergraduate. A mark of 'Incomplete'

may be given when a student has failed, for an acceptable reason, to

complete some portion of the required work in a course in which
his standing is generally satisfactory. The student should arrange with
the instructor to complete the remaining work of the course as promptly
as possible."

The following advisory note was spread on the minutes for

the guidance of the faculty:

"The grade E shall be given only for decidedly exceptional work
and ordinarily the total of E's and G's shall not exceed one third of

the grades awarded in the class."

At the end of the first semester in which this system was fol-

lowed, the faculty tabulated the results, which showed the total

number of grades given by fifteen instructors was 511. Thirty-

one per cent of these were above S, the distribution being as

follows :

£—26
G — 133

.9— 323

F— 6

Inc.— 23

DUKE CELEBRATION OF COVERDALE
ANNIVERSARY

To commemorate the four-hundredth anniversary of the first

printed English Bible, by Coverdale on October 4, 1535, a Na-
tional Commemoration Committee sponsored a nation-wide cele-

bration during the fall of 1935. President Few was a member
of the sectional committee for the Virginias and North Carolina.
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Active cooperation at Duke University was directed by a com-

mittee of the School of Religion composed of Dean Russell,

Professors Cannon and Spence, and Dr. Clark.

The first program to be scheduled was a series of fifteen

minute radio talks given by Dr. Kenneth \Y. Clark over the Dur-

ham station, WDNC, each Sunday evening from October 6 to

December 8 (Bible Sunday). The successive episodes treated

of Wyclif, Tvndale. Coverdale, The First Authorized Bible, The

Bishops' Bible, The First Catholic English Bible, the King James

Version. Discovery of Ancient MSS, Modern Translations.

An exhibit of Bibles and facsimiles in the Duke University

Library, prepared by Dr. Clark, was maintained throughout the

period. The development of the English Bible was thus illus-

trated through a series of medieval biblical manuscripts in Latin

and Greek, the first printed Greek testament produced by Eras-

mus in 1516, the earliest printed English translations by Tyndale

and Coverdale, the successive revisions of the sixteenth century

culminating in the King James Version, and finally a number of

modern translations. A special library of books on the Bible

was gathered together by Mr. Benjamin E. Powell, in charge of

circulation, and made available to speakers, leaders, and general

readers. A number of public addresses on different phases of the

English Bible were made not only at the University, but in and

around Durham, by Dean Elbert Russell, Dean Walter K. Greene,

Professor James Cannon, III, Professor William T. Laprade,

Professor H. E. Myers, and Dr. Kenneth W. Clark.

The committee also invited as guest speaker Dean Lynn

Harold Hough, of Drew Theological Seminary. On Saturday,

November 30. he addressed a large student audience in Page

Auditorium on "A Living Book in a Living Age." The closing

program in the celebration was a pageant on Bible Sunday, pre-

pared and directed by Professor Hersey E. Spence. His "Rain-

bow Rays of Righteousness" was effectively presented before a

large congregation in Page Auditorium.

THE JUNALUSKA SCHOOL OF RELIGION

In the summer of 1928 the School of Religion in cooperation

with the General Sunday School Board and the Board of Missions

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South began at Lake Juna-

luska. N. C. the Junaluska School of Religion. The purpose of

the school was to meet the growing demand on the part of pastors,

church workers, missionaries and others for graduate summer

school courses in Religion, which would give credit toward higher
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academic degrees. The climatic conditions at Lake Junaluska

provided an ideal place for summer school study and the religious,

recreational and social features offered by the Southern Assembly

at Lake Junaluska were available for the students.

In 1934 a change was made in the management of the Juna-

luska School of Religion. Prior to that date the Junaluska

School of Religion and the Junaluska Summer School, Inc., (pri-

marily for teachers) were held on different dates. It was felt that

a considerable financial saving as well as other advantages would

be derived from holding the two schools at the same time and under

the same administration. This plan has proved to be very suc-

cessful. The session of 1935 had an enrollment of one hundred

and sixty-three. Approximately one-half of the students selected

all or part of their work from courses in Religion.

During the session of 1936 courses in Religion will be offered

in the following departments : New Testament. Old Testament,

Church History, Religious Education, Missions, and Homiletics.

Further information concerning the session of 1936, which

will be held from June 11 to July 22, can be secured from Pro-

fessor Paul N. Garber, who is director of the Junaluska School

of Religion and the Junaluska Summer School.

BOOK OF DRAMAS BY PROFESSOR SPENCE

For a number of years Prof. H. E. Spence has been giving

special attention to the development of dramatics in Religious

Education. Recently his course in Religious Drama has been

expanded to cover a year's work. The work of the classes in

this field includes practical experience in writing, costuming, and

presenting plays and pageants. A new feature of this work has

been adapting religious dramas to radio use.

The Duke University Press has just published a volume of

Prof. Spence's plays under the title Old Testament Dramas, in

which appear six plays adapted to amateur use. As the book

points out, a chief difficulty in amateur dramatics is the royalty

charge made for most plays. Professor Spence offers these plays

free to the public. Not only so, but Prof. A. T. West contributes to

the book an appendix, "Play Production", which not only gives

general information to amateur dramatic groups, but also specific

directions for the costuming and staging of Professor Spence's

plays. There is also a foreword by Dean Elbert Russell.

The plays contained in the book are : "The Sacrifice of Isaac",

"Joseph and His Brethren", "The Mission of Moses", "Samson

and Delilah", "The Shepherd King", and "The Rain Bride".
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All of these plays have been tried out by Prof. Spence over

the radio, and directions are given for their use both on the stage

and before the microphone.

SCHOOL OF RELIGION FORUMS

During the past few years the School of Religion has spon-

sored series of forums conducted by outstanding men familiar

with problems concerning the minister and his work. Through
this phase of school life the theological student is brought face to

face with the challenging problems of the day and is given the

opportunity to express his own thought.

The Faculty and Student Forum Committees arranged a

forum for the fall semester on November 26, when Dean Russell

introduced the subject. "The Danger of a Fascist Government

in the United States." In his treatment of this timely topic,

Dean Russell told his hearers that Fascist forces now operating

in the United States threaten free speech enjoyed by the Ameri-

can pulpit and endanger religious freedom and liberty.

During the spring semester, Bishop Paul B. Kern is expected to

lead one of the four forums planned. Distinguished leaders of

the medical and legal professions will present problems pertinent

to the relation of the minister to these respective fields.

MISSIONARY INSTITUTE AND KAGAWA
The Board of Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

South, in cooperation with the School of Religion and the Depart-

ment of Religion, has conducted an institute at Duke University

each year since 1920. The Sixteenth Annual Institute was con-

ducted this year on January 16. This date was chosen to coincide

with the visit to Duke of Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, who spent two
days at Duke and whose coming was made possible in part by
the Board of Missions. The other speakers at the Institute were
Dr. W. G. Cram and Dr. Elmer T. Clark, both of the Board of

Missions. Dr. Clark represented the purpose of the Board of

Missions in conducting the Missionary Institute, and Dr. Cram
gave an address describing his recent official visit to the Southern

Methodist Mission in the Belgian Congo.

The regular Institute sessions were integrated with the pro-

grams of Dr. Kagawa's lectures, who talked altogether seven

times during the two days he was at Duke. Most of th~e students

in the School of Religion heard all of the addresses. In his

address before the Missionary Institute Dr. Kagawa described
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the Kingdom of God Movement in Japan. In the course of this

address he mentioned the work of Weyman C. Huckabee. who
is being partly supported by contributions from the Duke Uni-
versity community. One of the most interesting parts of this

address was his description of a course in what he calls Biblical

Agriculture, which forms a part of the program of the Farmers'
Gospel Schools.

In the closing address of Dr. Kagawa's Duke series, he used
the subject, "Meditation". He stated that this was an address
that he very rarely gave. It was a detailed description of his

methods of meditation, and was particularly impressive as reveal-

ing the experiences of a practising mystic.

A luncheon was given in honor of the Missionary Institute

speakers which was attended by the School of Religion faculty and
a number of invited guests.

DELEGATES SENT TO SOUTHERN INTERSEMINARY
MOVEMENT

The interest on the part of the School of Religion in the

Southern Interseminary Movement, an organization whose pri-

mary aim is to promote unity, purpose, and understanding among
the theological schools in the South, was manifested by the large

delegation of thirteen students that attended the 1936 Annual
Conference on February 5 and 6 at Gammon Theological Semi-
nary, Atlanta, Georgia. The names of the delegates are as fol-

lows : W. D. Andrus, E. S. Gruver. P. H. Grice, J. H. Fast, C. R.

Hozendorf, J. B. Breazeale, M. C. Wilkerson, H. C. Rickard,

J. E. Scott, W. F. Pledger, P. D. White, W. J. Hunevcutt. and
M. B. Shives.

Under the competent leadership of such men as Dr. John C.

Bennett, Professor of Christian Theology at Auburn Theological

Seminary; Dr. W. A. Smart, Professor of Biblical Theology,

Emory University ; President Willis J. King. Gammon Theologi-

cal Seminary; and Rev. Hayes Beall, Secretary, National Inter-

seminary Movement, the conference theme, "The Church's Task
in the South Today," was discussed in an enlightening manner.

The following officers were elected to the Executive Board
for the ensuing year who will be responsible for the 1937 Annual
Conference which is to be held at Duke University : President.

Jake Mast, Emory University ; Secretary, W. J. Hunevcutt,

School of Religion, Duke University ; and a third member of the

board, Fred Stephens, Gammon Theological Seminary.
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NEW EQUIPMENT

A case has been placed in Room 210 of the School of Religion

building in which are exhibited a Babylonian foundation cone and

three cuneiform tablets, which the University acquired from Dr.

Edgar J. Banks. Dean Russell has placed on exhibition in the

case also a number of articles and photographs of religious inter-

est. It is hoped that this may be the beginning of a museum for

the School of Religion. Dr. Elihu Grant of the Haverford

Expedition which excavated Beth Shemesh has promised the

School a series of dated Palestinian pottery.

This will add materially to the teaching equipment of the

School of Religion which already includes full sets of maps for

Missions and Comparative Religion and for Biblical and Church

history, including a good raised map of Palestine. A stereopticon

with over 500 slides has been placed in Room 210.

THETA PHI

An institutional Chapter of the International Society of

Theta Phi, an honor society for ministers and religious workers,

was instituted at Duke on May 15, 1935. Gilbert T. Rowe, Paul

N. Garber, H. E. Myers, J. M. Ormond. and Frank S. Hickman

became charter members from the faculty ; and A. Ray Cook,

Harold H. Hutson. Mack B. Stokes. Jr., and Lowell B. Coun-

cil from the student body. Dr. Rowe, who is also a member of

the Senate and regional director, was chosen as president, and

Lowell B. Council as secretary. At a later meeting. Carl Haley,

Shannon Holloway and John Bennett were received into mem-
bership. Theta Phi is a new fraternity, and the Duke Chapter

is the first to be organized in the South. Its general officers are

:

Dr. Fred B. Fisher, president ; Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, vice-presi-

dent ; Dr. Elmer T. Clark, secretary; and Dr. Ludd M. Spivey,

treasurer. To be eligible for election to membership an individ-

ual must be a graduate of a standard college ; must have attained

the rank of senior in the graduate divinity school and be certain

of graduation with the degree of Bachelor of Divinity or a degree

the equivalent thereof ; must be among the upper fifteen per cent

of the senior class in grades ; must possess sound scholarship, a

scholarly attitude, high ethical character, good personality, and

prospect of a successful career in the ministerial or allied pro-

fession.
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PI GAMMA MU
On January 12, 1933, there was organized at Duke Univer-

sity a Chapter (Beta Chapter in North Carolina) of Pi Gamma
Mu, a National Social Science Honor Society. The national

society originated in 1924, and now numbers more than a hundred
and fifty chapters in colleges and universities throughout the

United States. Its purpose is to foster scholarly investigation

in the field of the social sciences, and to encourage cooperation

among students of the social sciences, including sociology, anthro-

pology, political science, education, law, psychology, biology, phi-

losophy, and religion.

The Duke Chapter now numbers eighteen faculty members
and forty-eight student members. From the first, members of

the School of Religion including both faculty and students, have
supported the activities of Pi Gamma Mu. From the Faculty.

Dean Russell, and Professors Rowe, Clark, and Smith belong.

From the present student body, Carl W. Haley, Lewis S. Hollo-

way, and Hampden H. Smith are members. Former students

who joined while at Duke are as follows: Harold H. Hutson,
Thomas P. Carriger, Mack B. Stokes, W. K. Anderson, Thomas
C. Swackhamer, W. O. Weldon, Harrell M. Russell, C. W.
Goldston, J. F. Trammell, and R. E. Walston.

The present national president is, Dr. Charles A. Elwood,
Professor of Sociology in the School of Religion.

ATHLETICS

In order that some form of exercise may be offered to all

students, the Duke University department of athletics has organ-

ized an intramural athletic program, in which the School of

Religion takes part. This program includes football, tennis, track,

basketball, and baseball. The School of Religion offers to those

who desire it the opportunity to take an active part in all of these

sports. In this way the members of the student body have a

chance to make contacts that they could not possibly make in

any other way. From this participation in athletics a fine result

has been noticed through the years.

This year especially there seems to be a greater interest in

athletics than ever before. Approximately twenty men took an

active part in the football program. The interest was not limited

to those who took part, for the other School of Religion students

were just as interested in the results of the games as undergradu-

ates were in the outcome of the Duke contests.
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The tennis matches were hard fought from beginning to end.

Many of the boys advanced far along in the tournament and one

went to the semi-finals. A number of the boys are taking part

in basketball, and from all indications, will have a successful

season. The baseball program has not been fully planned as yet,

but those who are interested in this sport will be given a chance

to prove their mettle.

C. R. Hozendorf is the chairman of the entire School of

Religion athletic program, with Malcolm Reese, manager of foot-

ball ; Timmie Jackson, manager of tennis ; Inman Townsley, man-

ager of basketball ; and H. H. Smith, manager of baseball.

REPRESENTATION AT CHRISTMAS CONFERENCES

The School of Religion was represented at three interesting

and significant gatherings held over the year-end 1935-36.

The National Conference of Theological Students convened at

Butler University, Indianapolis, Indiana, and was attended by two

first-year students, Ferrell Pledger and V. R. Hickman. This

conference was held just prior to the Twelfth Quadrennial Con-

vention of the Student Volunteer Movement, which ran from

December 28, 1935 to January 1. 1936, also in Indianapolis.

Pledger and Hickman attended both of these conventions.

At the Methodist Young People's Conference meeting in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, December 27-31, 1935, Professor H. Shelton

Smith, of the School of Religion faculty, presided over the dis-

cussion group on Economics and Industry. J. B. Breazeale, of

the first year class, presented to the convention steering com-

mittee the report of the discussion group on Discipleship and

personal Religion. Charles S. Jarvis was chairman of one of the

morning convention sessions. Other School of Religion students

in attendance were : E. S. Gruver, Steadman Bagby, Luther Ben-

nett, J. H. Fast, Inman Townsley and S. B. Hinshaw.

A Duke University banquet at the Claridge Hotel was pre-

sided over by Dr. Smith and was attended by seventy-seven Uni-

versity alumni, forty-one of whom were alumni of the School

of Religion.

ATTENDANCE AT SCHOLARLY SOCIETIES

Dean Elbert Russell, Dr. Harvie Branscomb, and Dr. K. W.
Clark attended the seventy-first meeting of the Society of Bibli-

cal Literature and Exegesis at the Union Theological Seminary,

New York City, December 30 and 31. Dean Russell and Dr.
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Clark presented papers on "The Babylon of Revelation" and
"Manuscript Discoveries and Re-discoveries in America." respec-

tively.

Dr. H. Shelton Smith attended the Methodist Young People's

Conference which was in session in Memphis, Tenn., during the

holidays. Dr. Smith was group leader for one section which dis-

cussed religion in its economic and industrial aspects.

Professor J. M. Ormond attended a meeting of the Rural

Work Commission which met in Nashville. Tenn., just before

Christmas. Professor Ormond was the Chairman of the Fact-

Finding Committee and made the report for that committee. He
also attended the church-wide missionary conference which met in

Washington, D. C, early in January. He made the report for

the Rural Church Commission to this body.

Dr. Paul N. Garber attended the joint meeting of the Ameri-
can Historical Society and the American Society of Church His-

tory at Chattanooga, Tenn., during the Christmas holidays, and
read a paper on the subject "The Hostility of the Early Methodists

to Theological Schools." He is a member of the Committee on
Manuscripts and of the Membership Committee of the American
Church History Society.

At the meeting of the American Sociological Society which met
in New York during the holidays, Dr. C. A. Ellwood spoke at the

dinner and also delivered the address as President of Pi Gamma
Mu. Dr. H. E. Jensen also attended the conference.

FACULTY SERVICE IN TRAINING SCHOOLS

Several members of the School of Religion faculty have served

in standard training schools of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

South, during the academic year. A list of the schools served and

subjects taught follows

:

Professor H. E. Myers, Danville, Va., "The Message of the

Prophets" ; Fayetteville. N. C, "The Origin and Growth of the

Bible" ; High Point, N. C, "The Teachings of Jesus."

Professor J. M. Ormond, Roanoke, Va., "The Teachings of

Jesus."

Dr. G. T. Rowe, Richmond, Va., "New Testament Survey"

;

Portsmouth, Va., and Lynchburg. Va., "The Origin and Growth

of the Bible."

Professor H. E. Spence, Danville. Va., "Dramatics in Religious

Education" ; Petersburg. Va.. "New Testament Survey".



NOTES ON RECENT BOOKS

In this section attention will be called to new books which

can be recommended as being likely to prove of special value to

ministers and others particularly interested in religious questions.

No attempt will be made to take notice of all the principal

volumes coming from the press or to review extensively even

those which are mentioned. A brief notice of a book here means
that it is accounted worthy of more than ordinary consideration.

God: A Cosmic Philosophy of Religion. John Elof Boodin. New
York: The Macmillan Company, 1934. 240 pp. Price $2.00.

After ten years of further teaching and study, the author of Cosmic
Evolution has published a volume which contains much accurate science,

profound philosophy, and deep religious insight and feeling. A strain

of poetry and mysticism runs throughout the book, culminating in the

last chapter on "Divine Laughter". The philosophy presented is

Christian Theism on a basis of Platonism. The author offers this

book "to those who are honestly seeking a theology in our modern
world", and his contribution is of great value. G. T. R.

The Church: Catholic and Protestant. William Adams Brown. New
York: Charles Scrihner's Sons, 1935. 421 pp. Price $2.75.

The author says that his book has grown out of his conviction that

the church deserves a greater place in the loyalty and affection of

Christians than is given it by many American Protestants. The sub-

title. "A Study of Differences that Matter", shows that the differences

between Catholic theology and piety and Protestant theology and piety

must be candidly faced, and yet the author believes that the things that

should unite are so much greater and more important than the things

that divide that a realization of the unity of the church is practicable.

G. T. R.

And the Life Everlasting. John Baillie. New York: Charles Scrib-

ner's Sons, 1933. 358 pp. Price $2.50.

This book is a sound and balanced presentation of the Christian

doctrine of immortality with proper consideration of the questions

that have become urgent in recent years. To all who feel the need
of making a fresh study of the prospects of the future life, this book
is recommended as a very helpful guide. While it is not as exhaustive

as many other books on the subject, it sets forth the mature and
reasoned convictions of one of the most gifted and trusted Christian

thinker? of the day. G. T. R.
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The Foreign Missionary Enterprise and its Sincere Critics. Cleland

B. McAfee. New York: Fleming H. Revell Company. 1935.

190 pp. Price $1.50.

This book contains a good deal of material useful for preachers in

discussing and presenting the missionary cause. The book takes up
various criticisms that have been made of missionary effort and seeks

to answer them. It is not dogmatic, but helpful and practical. J. C.

Modem Trends in World-Religions. Edited by A. Eustace Haydon.

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1934. 255 pp. Price $2.00.

In this book Professor Haydon has collected papers by eminent

scholars seeking to interpret the nature of adjustments made by six

great religions toward changing factors in their present day environ-

ments. The religions represented are : Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism,

Confucianism, Islam, and Christianity, each being represented by a

distinguished author, and several by adherents. A paper is given for

each religion on each of the subjects: World—Religions and Modern
Scientific Thinking, World-Religions and Modern Social Economic

Problems, World Religions and Intercultural Contacts, and The Task

of Modern Religion. J. C.

The Idea of Salvation in the World's Religions. J. W. Parker. Lon-

don : Macmillan and Company, Ltd., 1935. 259 pp. Price $2.25.

Life Beyond Death in the Beliefs of Mankind. James Thayer Addi-

son. London: George Allen & Unwin, Ltd., 1933. 309 pp.

Price $2.50.

These two books follow much the same plan in presenting cross-

section views of the ideas of salvation and of the future life in the

world's religions. They are the best books I know on this subject.

They do not treat the religions separately, but select certain topics

around which they weave ideas found in the different religions. J. C.

God and the Social Process. Louis Wallis. Chicago: University of

Chicago Press, 1935. xv 353 pp. Price $2.00.

A misleading title to a stimulating book. Really a study of Hebrew

religious and social history. The book carries out more thoroughly

the thesis of the author's "Sociological Study of the Bible" that the

struggle between the ethical prophets and their opponents was at bottom

a struggle between the social and ethical ideals of the nomads and of

the farmers. In this work he has used this as a critical criterion for a

reconstruction of Hebrew history, which is only partly satisfactory.

Nevertheless the book is a valuable and fresh contribution to Old

Testament scholarship. E. R.
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An Introduction to the Books of the Old Testament. W. O. E. Oester-

ley and T. H. Robinson. New York : Macmillan Company. 454 pp.

Price $4.00.

Another product of the very fruitful collaboration of these English

scholars. Accepts in general the common critical position, but pays

more sympathetic attention to recent new views regarding Deuterono-

my Isaiah 40-66, Ezekiel and Ezra than does Gray and MacFadyen's

new edition. Not quite a successor to Driver as a standard book on

the criticism of the Old Testament but the most thorough and up-to-

date work available for English speaking students. E. R.

Arabia and the Bible. J. A. Montgomery. Philadelphia: University

of Pennsylvania Press, 1934. 207 pp. Price $2.00.

The fruit of a scholarly mind and careful research, carefully docu-

mented. It is an interesting presentation of the influence of Arabia

upon the race stock, culture and ideals of Israel and its importance

for understanding the Old Testament life and history.

A good working library on the Old Testament should include this

along with works on Egyptian and Babylonian (Assyrian) history

besides including something on the Minoan and Hittite influences. E. R.

A Pilgrimage of Ideas: or, The Re-education of Sherwood Eddy.

George Sherwood Eddy. New York : Farrar & Rinehart, 1934.

xiii. 366 pp. Price $2.00.

The autobiography of a man who as missionary, lecturer, and author

has greatly influenced students in many parts of the world. Eddy
states that his real education came after he left the university halls.

He also testifies that his religious, social, and economic views have

gradually changed since he went to India forty years ago as a mission-

ary. He now feels that one of his outstanding religious duties is to

propagate socialism. P. N. G.

The Rediscovery of John Wesley. George Croft Cell. New York:
Henry Holt '& Company, 1935. 420 pp. Price $2.50.

Due to the author's thesis that John Wesley was a Calvinist this

book has received much publicity. Many students of Wesleyana doubt

if Cell has made a good case for placing Wesley with the Calvinists

but all will appreciate the years of study and research which the author

has given to this project. P. N. G.

Makers of Christianity from Alfred the Great to Schleiermacher.

John Thomas McNeill. New York : Henry Holt and Company,
1935. viii, 277 pp. Price $2.00.

Companion volume to Case's Makers of Christianity from Jesus to

Charlemagne. Brief scholarly biographical sketches of thirty religious

leaders of the period covered by this volume. A good example of the

study of church history by the biographical method. P. N. G.
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The Ancestry of Our English Bible. Ira Maurice Price. New York:
Harper, 1934. xxiv + 350 pp. (9th ed. revised to date). Price

$2.50.

This volume is the best answer to date to the request tor a non-

technical discussion of the manuscript basis for our Bible. Although
Professor Price first published this book in 1907. the current edition

represents a thorough revision of the material. It takes account of the

most recent discoveries and publications, and tells the story of the

transmission of the Bible in thorough and interesting manner. It is an
excellent source-book for the many questions repeatedly arising about

manuscripts, versions, and translations. K. W. C.

The Mind of Paul. Irwin Edman. New York: Henry Holt and Com-
pany, 1935. 187 pp. Price $1.75.

To catch the quality of a great contemporary mind, to say nothing

of an ancient mind reflected for us now only in literary and epistolary

records, is not easy. The author has succeeded admirably in giving

us a fresh and stimulating portrait of the key mind in early Christian-

ity. How Paul, a mystic Jew of the Dispersion, faced a Graeco-
Semitic world of thought, how he formulated answers to questions

emerging from the cultural conflict of Jew and Greek, how he guided

the Christian development from a Palestinian Jewish sect to an im-

perial universal religion—such is the storv of the mind of Paul.

K. W. C.

History and Interpretation in the Gospels. Robert Henry Lightfoot.

(Bampton Lectures for 1934). New York: Harper. 1935. XVII
346 pp. Price $3.00.

This is a readable presentation of the theme that the primitive

Christian movement was a vital religion which adjusted itself through
the years to the practical needs and interests of its adherents. From
Mark to John, the gospels are found to reflect such adjustment, and
to interpret afresh each new experience. The most recent method em-
ployed to probe behind the written gospels, known as form-criticism, is

explained and considered, and its advances incorporated in this latest

study in English on the growth of Christianity. Reviewers are unani-

mous in their praise of this British volume. K. W. C.

An Interpretation of Christian Ethics. Reinhold Niebuhr. New
York: Harper and Brothers, 1935. Pp.244. Price $2.00.

In these Rauschenbush lectures delivered at Colgate-Rochester

Divinity School in 1934, Dr. Niebuhr undertakes to emancipate Chris-

tian ethics from the entangling alliances of 19th century culture. He
finds the ethic of Jesus something more drastic than that espoused by
the typical preacher of the social gospel. For him the "Law of Love"
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is so drastic that it must remain for society as the "impossible possi-

bility." Devotees of both Orthodoxy and Liberalism will find herein

a drastic indictment. This is in many respects Niebuhr's best work.

H. S. S.

The Church at Work in the Modern World. W. C. Bower, editor.

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1935. Pp. 304. Price $2.00.

A composite work, written by Professors Ames, Baker, Case, Garri-

son, Holman, Kincheloe, and Mathews under the editorial direction

of Professor W. C. Bower.

On the background of religion conceived as a social process, special

phases of the work of the modern church are treated, including social

action, missions, journalism, preaching, and religious education. For

each topic an up-to-date body of readings is given. The pastor will

find this a useful manual in his parish activity. H. S. S.

The Church Against the World. Richard Niebuhr, Wilhelm Pauck.

and Francis Miller. Chicago: Willett, Clark and Company, 1935.

Pp. 156. Price $2.00.

Three younger theologicans write this militant tract under the

conviction that the church is threatened not only by worldly forces

without but also by decaying forces within the church. Hence, the

church of today is in a spiritual crisis. Instead of asking how it can

save society, the church must cry, "What must I do to be saved?"

Sooner or later every minister must face the issue set forth in this

stirring battle-cry. H. S. S.

Social Salvation. Tohn C. Bennett. New York : Charles Scribner's

Sons, 1935. Pp. 222. Price $2.00.

This is not another book on social action. Instead, it undertakes

to re-think theology in terms of social Christianity, and treats with

fresh insight such topics as sin, salvation, eschatology, the Kingdom
of God, and the ethic of Jesus. Not since Rauschenbusch's A Theology

for the Social Gospel (1917) have we had a work of this character.

If the good elements of the social gospel movement are to be pre-

served, it will most likely be along the lines marked out by Professor

Bennett. H. S. S.,

The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians (The Moffatt New Testament

Commentaries), George S. Duncan. London: Hodder and Stough-

ton, 1934. Pp. LIV and 199. Price $2.75.

Good commentaries on the books of the Bible are among the most

useful in a minister's library. This is an excellent commentary on one

of the central books of the New Testament. Like all other volumes

of this series the material is presented in a direct non-technical fashion.

H. B.
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New Testament Idea of Revelation. E. F. Scott. New York : Scrib-

ners, 1935. Pp. 255. Price $2.00.

This last book by Professor Scott traces through the New Testa-

ment the early Christian beliefs on the subject of revelation. A care-

ful study of the volume will be most rewarding-. H. B.

Introduction to the Books of the Apocrypha. W. O. E. Oesterley.

New York: Macmillan. 1935. Pp. x + 345. Price $3.75.

This volume supersedes the earlier work by Oesterley on the books
of the Apocrypha and brings the material up-to-date. There is a
valuable introduction on the religious and social ideas of the New
Testament period. H. B.

Race Differences. Otto Klineberg. New York: Harper and Brothers.

1935. Pp. xii + 367. Price $2.50.

In view of the intensity of racial tensions throughout the world
and the adoption in a civilized country like Germany of political

policies based upon the most dogmatic assumptions of racial differences,

Dr. Klineberg has rendered an inestimable service in summarizing all

the scientific evidence available on the subject. The author concludes

that although the recent researches in biochemistry, biology, psy-

chology and the social sciences do not prove the non-existence of racial

differences, they have clearly demonstrated that they are of minor
importance in cultural achievement as compared with such factors as

the physical environment, history, economic life, contact of peoples, the

"presence of outstanding individuals, the fortunes of wars, etc.

"Science has demonstrated that there is nothing in the brain or blood of

races which justifies our ill-treatment of them," or which warrants

pessimism as to the efficacy of good will and intelligence in working
out a more satisfactory adjustment of interracial relationships. H. E. J.

A Study of Rural Society. J. H. Kolb and Edmund de S. Brunner.

Boston. Houghton Mifflin Co., 1935. Pp. xiv + 642. Price $3.50.

The authors, whose rural community researches have won merited

recognition for a decade, present the most recent comprehensive sur-

vey of American country life and its problems. They demonstrate,

with an abundance of factual detail, the persistence of religion as a

factor in rural social life, the increasing importance of the village

in rural social organization, and the ability of the small town to hold

its own against the competition of larger centers. The sections on
rural cooperation, the Agricultural Adjustment Act and other New
Deal measures are especially to be commended. Unfortunately the

book is at times the victim of its own timeliness, and shows evidence

of hasty preparation and the lack of a matured sociological inter-

pretation. H. E. J.

i
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PRESENT TENDENCIES IN RELIGIOUS THOUGHT
Great changes have come about since A. C. Knudson wrote his

book under a title similar to the subject of this article. Funda-

mentalism was easily routed in the controversy with modernism,

because it was not adequately represented and because its leading

exponents undertook to hold positions which had obviously be-

come untenable. In recent years, however, fundamentalism has

become far more formidable, because it is now recognized that the

great weight of tradition is upon that side. The whole of Roman
Catholicism, the larger part of Lutheranism, and much of Prot-

estantism generally, must be reckoned with when any appreciable

change in theological thought is contemplated. And yet the only

promise of advance toward better views and more satisfactory

courses of action is offered by progressives, for while churches

grounded upon tradition and dogma may continue to conserve val-

ues, only those churches which are free to move forward can pro-

duce values in a new age, just as the body and limbs of a tree are

necessary to the total organism, but only the new growth produces

fruit.

In recent years there has been quite a marked trend back to-

ward conservative positions in theology, and before indicating

certain directions of this reactionary tendency, it is well to take

note of the fact that definite and final gains have been achieved

in the field of Bible study. The attitude of practically all scholars

toward the literary criticism of the Bible and its assured results

is virtually the same. Certain great conclusions have been arrived

at and so thoroughly established that no one thinks of going back

on them any more than any one thinks of repudiating the Coper-

nican astronomy. The work of such men as Robertson Smith,

George Adam Smith, Skinner, and others, upon the prophets and

other problems of the Old Testament and of a great army of schol-
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ars in the New Testament field has produced permanent results.

For two generations and longer the Bihle has been studied from

the literary and historical point of view, and it has become a new
book in so far as such study can make it a new book. That field.

however, has been reaped, the main crop is in the barn, and only

gleaning remains for the scholar in that kind of investigation from

now on. All students of theology are now working with the Bible

that critical scholarship has explained, except a few who, like the

German Borchert, have undertaken to interpret the life and work
of Jesus without taking account of what criticism has done for the

record.

However, while all are agreed that such Bible study was val-

uable and necessary, even the most thorough critics, along with all

the rest, now feel that mere Bible investigation has been given too

much emphasis and that religion was becoming too intellectual and

academic. The great issues that must be faced have never de-

pended for settlement upon accurate scholarship, nor has the sal-

vation of the world turned upon correct conclusions concerning

historical questions. Through an exaggerated emphasis upon
scientific Bible study, religion was becoming too bookish—as book-

ish in its modern way, as ancient Rabbinism or scholasticism was.

As grateful as theologians now are for a work that has cleared

away a mass of error and superstitions, they know that soul wel-

fare does not come through an ability to give an accurate state-

ment concerning the literary nature of the Bible or to reconstruct

ancient Hebrew history or New Testament biography.

The theologian in recent years has begun to feel much the same
way in regard to the conflict between religious thought and science.

With his love of religious liberty and his determination to establish

academic freedom he followed White and Draper through the long

story of struggle for the privilege of investigating nature at first

hand, and learned with satisfaction that the church has had to

withdraw in defeat every time it joined battle with scientists upon

their own ground. He realized, of course, that the thought world

must be consistent, and consequently the story of creation must be

interpreted in such a way as to harmonize with geology. But after

having united with the opposition long enough to win the right of

research and freedom of thought and expression, even the right of

the atheist to express his mind without let or hindrance, he has

begun to see that science leaves the great problems of life and

religion just where they were, that all the error science has de-

stroyed and all the truth science has discovered cannot be more than
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a mere gloss upon the text of the hook of life. The theologian

begins to see that religion is autonomous, that it exists in its own
right, and that its values lie beyond the power of science to estab-

lish or destroy. He is therefore no longer made to tremble at the

amateur philosophy of experts in the scientific realm.

Current theology is greatly affected by the nature of the times.

The confusion, uncertainty, bewilderment, and pessimism of a

rapidly changing world are reflected in the religious thought of

the day. Perhaps the most conspicuous aspects of the general

theological trend is its reaction. In times of sudden and rapid

change it is always so. When all men of the present are con-

fessedly bewildered and have no certain word out of the living

present to offer, each puzzled mind turns naturally to the past to

find truth upon which it can rely. The pull of tradition then be-

comes almost irresistible. If the fathers found shelter from life's

storms in the doctrinal house which was built for them, why may
not the children confidently take shelter under the same roof ? That

is just what many are now doing. They are not only taking to

ancient cover, but they are reinforcing the ancient structures with

all the supplementary supports the modern world affords. In each

case the theologian who turns back tends to react in the direction

of the most secure place in his own tradition. If he is a Roman
Catholic, he will become more Catholic still. If he is a Lutheran,

he will rely more firmly upon Luther and the confessions which

arose in the course of that wing of the Reformation. If he is a

Calvinist, he will return to Calvin. Each will seek firm ground in

the past, and that ground will appear to be the foundation under

his own ecclesiasticism when it was at the height of its vitality and
power. Of course, all the churches have behind them a common
tradition of a strictly miraculous Christianity in possession of

eternal truth revealed directly from heaven, and in their reaction

each theologian retains as much of the "plan of salvation" as pos-

sible. If he must give up the "fall of Adam" as an event in his-

tory, he will retain it as "truth'' and think of man "as if" he were

a fallen creature, and will continue to regard the Christian salva-

tion as recovery from the fall.

Theology is now decidedly theocentric. Man is thrown back

upon God. All human possibility is determined by the nature of

ultimate reality, and man's endeavor depends for success upon

cosmic support. Humanism continues as an eddy, but it is further

from the main current than it was ten years ago. A religion with-

out God and without a future life lacks driving power. Certain
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benevolently inclined gentlemen who are heirs of Christian culture

can satisfy themselves with the hope of a brief life of goodness in

a perishing world, but the great majority of those who have lost

faith in God and ceased to believe in the permanent value of the

human soul still say, "Let us eat, drink, and be merry, for to-

morrow we die." Humanism is now felt to be a negligible rival

of Christianity. The trend, however, is toward a realistic theology,

toward a God who is actually at work in the world and expressing

himself in the world, and away from Platonism, in which God is

conceived as the ideally perfect being inhabiting an eternal world

of perfect ideas or forms. The transcendent world accepted by
pure faith, has played a great part in Christian thought, but em-
piricism has so far affected philosophy and theology that men are

conceiving God as supreme Reality rather than as perfect idea or

pure Being. The demand for reality is now the dominant note.

Wieman represents one main line of search for the real God. and
he finds God in concrete experience. He calls his theology

"naturalistic" and complains that most liberal theologians are seek-

ing a compromise in " a revised form of revelation and super-

naturalism." Others, like Calhoun, are writing of "God and the

common life," and Macintosh is still clinging to the God of

Christian experience. Thus, in various ways, theology is endeav-

oring to put God in the center of human thought and life.

Karl Barth is perhaps the most widely influential, and at the

same time the least convincing, theologian of the present day. He
intended that his theology should serve as a "corrective" of the-

ological tendencies and did not wish to be considered as the origi-

nator of a school of thought. To his surprise and dismay he found

that the whole Protestant world was expecting him to formulate a

theology. The characteristic feature of the Barthian theology is

its absolute contrasts. God and man, eternity and time, are in

absolute contrast with each other. The watchword is, "Back to

Calvin and Luther." Barth brings back the Calvinistie doctrine

of election, with its monergism and the absolute sovereignty of

God, but apparently without Calvin's "horrible decree." The great

service of this theologian to the modern Church lies in the fact

that he has done more than any other man of his time to make men
realize the inescapable power of God. Materialists, atheists,

laborers, communists, may repudiate God, but God does not repu-

diate them. "Is he not the God of the Gentiles also?" But while

Barthianism is a world-wide movement, Barth himself remains an

Ishmael in the field. He himself goes to pains to show that bis
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fellow Barthian, Emil Brunner, does not think as he does. Pauck

interprets him at great length, but vigorously dissents from his

main ideas. Horton shares his realism and pessimism, hut prays

to be delivered from his theology. Odd to say, the American who
seems to have been most affected by Barth is that great and noble

Methodist theologian, Edwin Lewis.

Ten years ago the dominant current of religious thought in

America flowed in "liberal Christianity." But Christian liberalism

has undergone a change of temper and a change of heart. Its

liberalism has not been repudiated. Most writers of that school

still insist that it is the only hope for Christianity and for the

world. The door is shut behind it, and it could not go back, if it

would. But the old complacency is gone. The optimism of a

decade ago has given place to a sobered pessimism, and all with

one accord are confessing the sins and shortcomings of liberalism

and repenting in sackcloth and ashes. It was all right on its neg-

ative side. It had gotten rid of many encumbrances in the way of

error and superstition. But it was too detached, too bourgeois, too

remote from actuality. It had underestimated the power of the

enemy. It is liberalism still, but a liberalism sobered and seasoned

by having been shaken over the abyss.

Something of the same sort has happened to the social gospel.

Tbat this side of the Christian message has not been repudiated is

evidenced by the fact that of "the one hundred books of the quarter"

in a recent issue of Christendom by far the greater number dealt

with social, economic, and political questions. But there is now
a general feeling among advocates of a Christianized society that

there is need for a far greater degree of heroism, sacrifice, and

devotion than seemed necessary a few years ago. Devotion to the

social application of the gospel now takes two main directions.

One is that represented by Kagawa who is undertaking to organize

cooperatives within and under the existing social order. While

he believes fully in religion for personal salvation in an eternal

world, he also regards the Church as a Christian group cooper-

ating in every way for the benefit of all. The other group is com-

posed of those who believe that the present competitive order must

be supplanted by a cooperative society before society can be Chris-

tianized. They believe that capitalism is incompatible with human
brotherhood, and therefore must be destroyed. The battle waged
by this group is now thickest in the Methodist Episcopal Church,

with certain ministers and officials on one side and a group of

lavmen on the other.
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There is also a strong current in present day theology which

goes hack to Anselm in the eleventh century, even hack to Augus-
tine and Paul. "Thou hadst not considered how great sin is!" It

had seemed reasonable to suppose that monotheism in theology

and theistic monism in philosophy implied a harmonious universe

and that men needed only to he led into the light of this truth to

be induced to become civil and brotherly. But no. Life shows that

it cannot be so simple as that. In The Church Against the J J'arid

the writers would have the reader refuse to be incorporated in a

harmonious whole, and the Russian, Berdyaev, defends himself

against the charge of pessimism by saying that he merely recog-

nizes "the antinomies, paradoxes, tragic conflicts," which everv-

where beset human life. May it not be true that "the age that

now is" and "the age to come" of the New Testament indicate the

nature of this world to be such that it cannot be captured for God
and that there cannot be victory over evil in this age? May we not

have to turn back with the Barthians to apocalypticism, though

without dates and programs, and regard the kingdom of God as

wholly future, and not to be hastened in its coming by the effort

of man ? • Is not man so incorrigibly7 wicked and selfish that the

poison of the serpent will remain in him so long as he is in this

world ? Is not "old Adam too strong for young Melancthon ?"

Luther said a Christian is "always a sinner, always penitent, al-

ways justified."

In such a world, composed of such individuals, what hope is

there for a better world? Here again opinions divide. On one

side are those who recognize the difficulties, correctly estimate the

power of the opposition, count the cost, and dedicate themselves

to the unlimited application of the principle of love in the hope

that it will at last capture the hearts of men. They see the nations

in arms and classes arrayed in opposition, and yet they believe in

non-violence, espouse the cause of pacifism, and vow that they

will not participate in any future war. So, Sherwood Eddy. Kirby

Page, and Harry Emerson Fosdick. Reinhold Xiehuhr, on the

other side, regards such a course as mere dreaming. However

desirable kindness and good-will might be, the law of life in this

world is conflict. The track upward is stained with blood. Man
has made gains only by violence. There is no other way. Each

man is so egoistic and sinful that he will not give up any privilege

or share any possession unless he is compelled to do it. Therefore,

get ready for the class war which is sure to come.
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The present trend in Christology is in the direction of con-

servatism. The Jesus of the liberal Christianity of a few years

ago is gone. Some have gone back to the ancient councils for

their doctrine. Emil Brunner sees in Jesus the "absolute miracle"

and adopts the Christology of Chalcedon and Irenaeus, Edwin

Lewis takes virtually the same view and regards the liberal view

of Testis as the "grand apostasy of the modern Church." while

Barth. more Calvinistic in his thought, apparently would be satis-

fied with Luther's line. "The man of God's own choosing." How-

ever, the Testis of the present reaction is not quite the same as the

Jesus of 'traditional theology. A real and permanent gain has

been made. The ancient creeds declared that Jesus was both divine

and human, but the divine so completely swallowed up the human

that it was virtually destroyed. Theology in recent years has re-

discovered the human Jesus, declared that Jesus was not only man,

but an individual man," and set forth Jesus Christ as the revelation

of the divine within the limitations of human life. The cross is

therefore real. The Saviour died to the world and for the world,

and he poured out his life not merely that men might live in a

better world, but that they might come into possession of eternal

salvation.

Gilbert T. Rowe.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEETING

The second annual meeting of the Duke School of Religion

Alumni will be held at a luncheon on Tuesday, June 9, on the East

Campus. This will be on the first day of the North Carolina Pas-

tors' School and the day after the University's Commencement.

All School of Religion Alumni are urged to come to the University

on Monday, June 8, to the general Duke University Alumni Dinner,

be present that night for the opening of the Pastors' School, Inter-

national Relations Institute, and the Rural Church Institute, and

thus be present for the School of Religion Luncheon and meeting

on June 9.

The following tentative program has been outlined

:

Invocation Dean Elbert Russell

Introductorv Remarks The Rev. C. Wade Goldston,

Rocky Mount, N. C.

Vice-president of the Association

Alumni Address. . . .The Rev. J. G. Huggin. Jr.. Mt. Holly. N. C.
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Business—President's Report: The Rev. Wilson O. Weldon.
Columbia. S. C. Secretary-Treasurer's Report: The Rev. W.
A. Kale. Mooresville. N. C. Plans for the Future and Gen-

eral Discussion.

Election of Officers

Benediction

Those who plan to attend this meeting are urged to notify the

Secretary-Treasurer, the Rev. W. A. Kale. Mooresville, N. C. All

former students of the School of Religion are given a cordial

invitation to be present at this meeting.

Wilson O. Weldon. President.

The School of Religion Alumni Association was formed with

the idea that all members would share in the necessary expense

that would go with our activities. The Secretary of the Asso-

ciation was made responsible for collecting from each member one

dollar ($1.00) annually. The first year of our organization sev-

eral members paid their dues but not a sufficient number to enable

the Association to do many things which were planned. During

the past year practically no money has been sent in.

It should be confessed that the Secretary has made no strong

effort to collect dues from the Alumni but now that the Bulletin

lias become a reality it seems fitting that other activities should be

launched. The University has generously provided the monev for

publishing the Bulletin. Our Associations should pay for the

mailing permit. We should also arrange a program for the an-

nual meetings which would be worthy of the School of Religion

and of our Association. These undertakings require monev. Be-

tween now and the Commencement in June is a good time for all

Alumni to remit to the Secretary their 1936 dues. Make checks

or money orders payable to \\T
. A. Kale. Treasurer, and send them

to him at Mooresville, North Carolina.

W. A. Kale, Secretary-Treasurer.



DUKE SERVICE TO THE RURAL CHURCH

Among other services to society that Duke University is render-

ing, perhaps that which sets it apart as most unique among educa-

tional institutions is its contribution to the rural church and the

rural minister. Every effective social institution in the South,

whether religious, economic, or educational, must recognize an

obligation to that predominant area of the population known as

rural. In meeting such obligation, the educational as well as other

institutions throughout the South have made valuable contributions.

In addition to the usual educational service that a university is

capable of giving to the social order in whose midst it is situated.

Duke University has found new ways of utilizing certain avail-

able resources in the interest of the rural church. It is for these

new-found, direct types of service to the rural church that Duke is

coming to be widely recognized as unique.

Before pointing out some of the unusual and increasingly

effective means of rendering aid to the rural people through the

institution of the church, it should be said that Duke University

inherited from Trinity College a keen concern for the rural people

of North Carolina and surrounding states. Trinity College granted

free tuition to the children of ministers and to all student candi-

dates for the ministry of every religious denomination. This

financial aid was a direct benefit to the rural church because prac-

ticallv all ministers served rural churches. Even now after sev-

eral decades of increasing urban population practically all young

ministers spend their first years in rural territory, and approxi-

mately seventy-five per cent of them remain throughout life in the

rural field.

For ten years before the establishment of Duke University.

Mr. James B. Duke made liberal contributions annually for the

building of rural churches, for the maintenance of rural churches,

and for additional support to the superannuated preachers of the

two North Carolina Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, South, practically all of whom were retired rural min-

isters. These three funds were administered by the President of

Trinity College.

In 1924 Mr. Duke signed his famous indenture that resulted

in the transition from Trinity College to Duke University. Mr.

Duke made provision for the maintenance and increase of the three

funds that he had directed toward the rural church and the rural

ministry, and instructed The Duke Endowment to commit the re-
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sponsibility of administering the said funds to the President of

Duke University.

When the Duke School of Religion was organized it was ob-

vious that provision must be made for such courses and practical

experience as would best equip young ministers for the most effi-

cient service to the rural church. This seemed essential for the

reason that approximately seventy-five per cent of the people of

North Carolina and adjacent states live in rural territory. With
this special professional training in mind, courses in rural sociology

and rural church administration found their places in the curric-

ulum. At the present time the rural church courses offered in the

School of Religion are : (1 ) The Rural Church and Sociology

;

(2) Rural Church Administration
; (3) Practicum on Rural Church

Work; (4) Public Worship and Ordinances of the Church; (5)

The Church's Service to the Community. Cognate courses for

which credit is given to School of Religion students are: (1)
Church Music; (2) Church Architecture; (3) Rural Sociology.

Closely related to the courses offered in the School of Religion

for the benefit of prospective rural ministers is another educational

project of a practical nature which seems to be unique among the-

ological seminaries. By cooperation with The Duke Endowment
and the President of Duke University who administers the En-

dowment fund set aside for the maintenance of rural churches of

North Carolina, a plan has been evolved whereby well trained and

carefully selected theological students may give service during

the summer months to the country church by assisting the pastors

in charge of circuits. This idea was introduced in 1926 when five

students were sent out to as many rural pastors under whose

supervision their work was to be done. From this modest begin-

ning there has developed a unique clinical enterprise wherebv manv
theological students are allowed to spend ten weeks of the summer
months in the rural areas of North Carolina, rendering earnest

and effective service to the country charges and receiving prac-

tical experience that is invaluable. In 1935 there were sixty such

men on the field.

The types of service rendered by these theological students are

varied. The majority of them are assistants to pastors in charge

of rural churches, promoting the various features of the circuit

program. Some of them spend the entire ten weeks teaching in

training schools for local rural church school leaders. Others
devote the entire summer to evangelistic service. The students

are assigned to definite pastoral charges and districts upon the re-

quests of the preachers on the field. The requests from the min-
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isters in charge have always exceeded the number of men available

for service. The student assistants are required to report each

week to the professor in charge of the field work and are graded

according to their achievements. For their ten weeks of service,

the students receive an honorarium from the maintenance fund

of The Duke Endowment that makes it possible for them to con-

tinue their theological education.

A brief summary of the reports made by this group of pastors'

assistants during one typical summer will serve to indicate the

type and scope of the work done: 1,371 sermons preached; 7,241

pastoral visits made ; sixteen community and church surveys con-

ducted ; eighty-seven vacation church schools supervised, with

4,837 children enrolled and 497 instructors; 171 Cokesbury train-

ing courses taught in which 2,094 certificates of credit were issued ;

105 evangelistic meetings conducted, resulting in 679 additions to

the churches, 603 of whom joined by profession of faith. In addi-

tion to these activities that can be reported in figures, the young

men took part in Sunday School programs, worked with young

peoples' groups, taught Bible classes, directed music, led recrea-

tional groups, held prayer meetings, etc.

This type of clinical experiment seems to be unique as an educa-

tional method. It has provoked a multitude of inquiries from

many educational administrators. The results have been grati-

fying both as an educational factor in training students and as a

valuable contribution to the rural churches throughout the state.

In addition to the financial aid that The Duke Endowment
maintenance fund furnishes the School of Religion students for

their services to the rural churches in summer it also distributes

through the President of Duke University more than one hundred

appropriations annually for the support of underpaid ministers in

the rural church service.

By the same methods of distribution the University helps with

The Duke Endowment superannuate fund and the rural church

building fund. All the superannuate ministers of the two North

Carolina Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,

receive aid each year. Several hundred rural church houses have

been built or improved with the aid of the building fund. A spe-

cial church architect has been giving full time to the drawing of

plans and supervising building programs in the interest of greater

efficiency and architectural beauty.

Another phase of service which Duke University is able to

render the rural church and ministry of the surrounding area is

that provided by the ministers' institutes conducted each vear on
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the University campus. For seventeen years Trinity College and
Duke University have cooperated with the two North Carolina
Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church. South, in a two
weeks pastors' school for Methodist ministers. The program of

the pastors' school always provides special courses and features

for rural ministers, and, of course, the large majority of preachers

attending the school are serving in rural areas.

The Rural Church Institute, a school specially planned for

rural ministers and sponsored by representatives of ten religious

denominations, has held two two-week sessions on the Duke Uni-

versity campus concurrently with the North Carolina Pastors'

School and the Institute of International Relations. This special

effort to contribute to the solution of rural problems of this area

has received the cooperation and interest of Duke University, and
further illustrates the desire on the part of those connected with

the University to serve the needs of this rural territory.

Mention should also be made of certain rural research enter-

prises in the School of Religion. A careful study of all rural

churches of white people in the state of North Carolina was re-

cently made by the writer. The results of this study were pub-

lished by the Duke University Press in a volume entitled The
Country Church in North Carolina. This book contains maps of

North Carolina's one hundred counties showing the location of

the rural churches of white people of all denominations. It also

contains certain economic, social, and religious data for each

county.

Several School of Religion students have made regional ex-

ploration in rural areas in writing their theses in fulfilling the re-

quirements for a B.D. degree. Some of the research work done

will be indicated by the following thesis subjects : ( 1 ) Country

Church Finance in the Western North Carolina Conference of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, South. (2) A Social Analysis of

Guilford Circuit. (3) The Objectives of the Rural Church in

North Carolina in Relation to the Rural Community. ( 4 ) The
Relation of Farm Income to the Methodist Episcopal Church,

South, in Rural North Carolina. (5) Rural Ministerial Efficiency

as Illustrated in the Durham District of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, South. (6) A Study of the Rural Features of the Xew
Deal. (7) A Study of the Racial and Denominational Distribu-

tion of the Rural Church Membership in South Carolina. 1900-

1930. (8) A Study of the Effect of Farm Tenancy Upon the

Church. (9) The Village Church in North Carolina.

f. M. Ormoxd.



THESES IN THE SCHOOL OF RELIGION

Shortly after the organization of the School of Religion a com-

mittee was appointed to make recommendations concerning the

problem of theses. The committee recummened that a thesis be

required of all candidates for the degree of Bachelor of Divinity

and the faculty adopted the report. This regulation, however, did

not apply to students who had entered with advanced standing in

September 1926. The graduates therefore of the classes of 1927

(Walter Conn Ball and Hersey Everett Spence) and 1928 (Wal-

ter Richard Kelley ) were not required to prepare theses. The class

of 1929 was the first class affected by the thesis requirement.

Since the opening of the School of Religion one hundred and

sixty-nine theses have been prepared. The titles of the theses

show that a large number of topics have been investigated. The
theses have varied as to size and quality, but it is the feeling of

the members of the faculty that each year a higher type of thesis

is being produced. This is due partly to the fact that the student

in the senior year is now given more time for his research, since

six semester-hours of credit is granted upon the satisfactory com-
pletion of the thesis. It is alsoi possible for the student to choose

his topic at any time during the middle year instead of postponing

the selection until the beginning of the senior year. Some students

now do part of their research during the second semester of the

middle year.

Perhaps many students while writing their theses felt that the

results of their investigation would be consigned to the Treasure

Room ( where all theses are kept ) and would never again be seen.

It may surprise many of our graduates to know that the theses are

constantly being used. Some of the theses are borrowed by stu-

dents in other institutions. During this year a number of the

theses were placed on the reserve shelves to be used as collateral

reading. A copy of every thesis written in the Department of

History of Religion and Missions is deposited in the Missionary

Research Library in New York City. A thesis written last year

was made the basis for an official report by one of the boards of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

"I have completed all my work but my thesis" is a popular

phrase often heard in educational circles. That applies not only

to theological schools but to other institutions of higher learning.

It is the sincere regret of the faculty that there are a number of
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students who have delayed the securing of their degrees by failure

to complete the thesis. There are now thirty-two former students

who have completed all the requirements for the degree of Bach-

elor of Divinity with the exception of the thesis. It is encourag-

ing, however, to note that approximately half of these are now
engaged in writing their theses in absentia and their degrees will

be conferred in the near future.

The present regulations concerning the writing of the thesis

are as follows :

A thesis is required of all candidates for the degree of Bach-

elor of Divinity. It shall be of such a character as shall evidence

a knowledge of the methods of research and an ability to conduct

independent investigations. It shall be written upon some topic

in the major field of study. The candidate is responsible for the

selection of a suitable subject, which must be approved by the

professor in charge of the major field, and must be filed with the

Dean of the School of Religion on or before November 1 of the

academic year in which it is expected that the degree will be con-

ferred. Following the submission and approval of the subject

of the thesis no changes shall be permitted, except changes for

the purpose of clarification or limitation of the subject. A stu-

dent who does not complete his thesis within a period of three

years from the date of the approval of his subject must secure a

reapproval of the subject or the approval of a new subject. The

thesis shall be prepared under the supervision and guidance of the

professor in charge of the major field. No student shall be al-

lowed to write his thesis /'/; absentia except on the approval of the

Committee on Theses and upon the recommendation of the pro-

fessor in charge of the thesis. In all such cases regular reports as

to the progress of the thesis must be made to the professor in

charge, as often as he may deem wise.

The thesis shall be read by a committee of three members of

the Faculty of the School of Religion, one of whom shall be the

professor under whose direction the thesis has been written, and

two other members appointed by the Dean, one of whom shall be

of a department other than that in which the thesis is written.

Each candidate shall be examined orally on his thesis by the com-

mittee appointed to read it, said examination not to exceed one

hour in length. The thesis must be satisfactory to a majority of

the members of the examining committee, including the represent-

ative of the department in which the thesis was written.

A complete typed copy of the thesis shall be in the hands of
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the professor under whom the thesis is written, for correction, by

May 1, and three permanently hound typewritten copies shall he

presented for examination not later than May 15 of the year in

which it is expected that the degree will he conferred. Theses

submitted after May 15 shall not be considered as fulfilling the

requirements for graduation in that academic year. In the case of

extensive corrections of the thesis in the course of the examina-

tion such retyping and rebinding of the thesis as the committee of

examination may desire shall be required.

The following are the titles of the theses written by students

in the School of Religion, 1928-1935 :

1929

Fouts, D. L.

—

Motion Pictures in Religious Education.

Herbert, C. C, Jr.

—

Jesus and the Problem of Suffering.

Huggin, ]. G.

—

Bishop Asbury's Observations of the American Peo-
ple. 1771-1815.

Jerome, R. L.

—

Adaptability in Jesus' Method of Teaching.

Kyles, A. A.

—

Persecution of Early Christianity : from 64 to 313 A.D.
Phillips. J. G.—The LOGOS doctrine in the Fourth Gospel. Sub-

sequent to the Prologue.

Roberts. I. L.

—

The Modernist-Fundamentalist Fight Among the Bap-
tists and Presbyterians.

Southard, P. C.

—

Tendencies of the Disciples of Christ.

Spence, Bessie Whitted

—

The Significance for Religious Education of
an Experiment Conducted Among High School Girls Concerning

the Relation of Nutrition to Physical Health.

Stott, J. D.

—

The Development of Monotheism in the Hebrew Religion.

1930

Branton, R. R.

—

Outstanding Factors in Mississippi Methodism to

1844.

Cunningham, M. E.

—

An Examination of the Synoptic Gospels to De-
termine the Extent to Which Jesus Has Ascetic in His Thought
and Practice.

Dawson, R. G.

—

Evidences of Immortality.

Funk, S. W.

—

Jesus' Attitude Toward Wealth.

Gist, J. A.

—

Parent Education Agencies and Methods Affecting Pro-

gram in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Green, C. S.

—

The Teachings of Jesus on Marriage and Divorce.

Guice, J. A.

—

American Methodism and Slavery to 1844.

Holler. A. C.

—

Reforming the Pagan Sabbath.

R. L. House

—

A Survey of the Churches of the Christian Denomina-
tion in North Carolina and Virginia 1915-1930.

H. H. Johnson

—

The Personal Religion of Jesus.
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A. A. Jones

—

A Constructive Study of the Ifcitings of James H.
Leuba and Ritfus M. Jones, with Reference to the Significance of

their Attitudes toward the Meaning of Mysticism for Evangelical

Interpretation of Christian Experience.

M. W. Lawrence

—

The Life of Marquis Lafayette Wood as Shown by

His Diary.

M. S. McCastlain

—

The Significance of Jesus for the Modern Religious

Mind.

J. B. McLarty

—

The Christian Evangelist : A Study in Modern Meth-

ods of Soul-Winning.

Fletcher Nelson

—

The Presiding-eldership of early Methodism.

L. J. Rainey

—

The Way of Sah'ation in the Major Religions.

Leon Russell

—

The Border Controversy in American Methodism from
1844 to 1866.

C. P. Womack

—

Jesus' Teaching on Forgrvcncss.

1931

C. A. Baker

—

The Struggle for Religious Freedom in Maryland. J'ir-

ginia. and the Carol inas to 1776.

A. E. Brown

—

The Problem of Education on the Mission Field.

J. H. Carper

—

Celtic Missions in Relation to the Church of Rome.

J. E. Carroll

—

The Rise of the Methodist Protestant Church.

V. E. Chalfant

—

Asceticism in the Old Testament.

Helen Dearmin Clark

—

Jesus' Conception of His Mission.

T. R. Coleman

—

An Examination of the Letters of Paul to Determine

the Extent to which He Thought of the Jewish People as Still En-

joying Special Privileges with God.

W. A. Cutter

—

Psychological Aspects of Post-Medieval Mysticism.

E. B. Edwards

—

The Nomad Element in Hebrew History and Culture.

W. Q. Grigg

—

An Endeavor to Determine the Extent to Which Paul

Was Ascetic in Thought and Practice.

D. R. Hunt

—

Educational Endeavors of Early American Methodism.

Jordan, F. B.

—

The Rise and Development of the Doctrine of Satan.

Kale, W. A.

—

The Christian Experience of Communion with Cod.

Keever, H. M.

—

A Study of the Conception of Orthodoxy Found in

the Pastoral Epistles with a Comparison with That Found in the

Other Writings Attributed to Saint Paul.

Kincheloe, M. S.

—

The Theology of Early American Methodism.

Minga, T. H.

—

The Attitude of American Protestants Toward War
Since 1914.

Murphy, H. E.

—

A Study in the Psychology of Adolescent Worship.

Nease, E. H.

—

History of the Western North Carolina Conference.

1890-1930.

Shuller, E. R.

—

Jesus' Conception of Divine Punishment.

Waggoner, A. C.

—

The Modern Missionary Apologetic.
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Walton, A. G.

—

Attempts Toward 1'nificatiou of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 1865-

1926.

Wilkinson, J. G.

—

The Humanitarian Contributions of the Society of

Friends in America to the Year 1865.

1932

Acey. A. E.

—

Relative Importance of Preaching in Various Types of

Christian Public Worship.

Andrews, C. J.

—

The Debt of Mahatma Gandhi to Indian Religions.

Ashley, G. N.

—

Salvation in the Thought of the Reformation.

Atkinson, S. M.

—

The Nature of the Authority of Jesus.

Bowles, C. P.

—

An Examination of the New Testament Writings in

Order to Determine the Economic Status and Outlook of the Early

Christian Church.

Braxton, J. W.

—

John Wesley's Conception of the Ideal Christian.

Brown, C D.

—

Current Views of Christian Salvation.

Clay. C. W.

—

Education for Christian Interracial Adjustment in the

South.

Council, R. W.

—

The Relative Importance in Early Christian Thinking

of Jesus' Earthly Life and of the Conception of Him as Risen

Lord.

Davis, H. L.

—

Jesus' Teaching on Human Forgiveness.

Harbin, A. V., Jr.

—

The Rise of the Protestant Denominations in

Colonial South Carolina.

Hardin, H. M.

—

John Wesley's Experience of and Interpretation of the

Witness of the Spirit.

Hathaway, O. L.

—

The Outstanding Characteristics of the Anglican
Church in Colonial Virginia.

Hood. G. F.

—

The Idea of God in Recent American Protestant The-
ology.

Kolb. E. C.

—

Some Outstanding Characteristics of Southern Baptists

since 1900.

Pool. Bob Lem

—

Normal Religious Development of the Child.

Pope, Liston

—

The Humanitarian Ideals of Bahaism.

Root, P. A.

—

The Social Significance of Toyohiko Kagawa and the

Japanese "Kingdom of God Movement."
Rowland. J. L.

—

Apocalyptic Element in the New Testament.

Sharpe, R. M.

—

The Autonomous Churches Set Up in Foreign Fields

by the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Singleton, G. H., Jr.

—

History of the North Alabama Conference of

the Methodist Episcopal Church. South, 1890-1930.

Stafford, G R.

—

Country Church Finance in the Methodist Episcopal

Church in North Carolina.

Stokes, J. L.

—

The Text of Acts of the Duke New Testament.
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Thompson, L. H.

—

The Contribution of Francis Asbury to American
Methodism.

Williams, A. M.

—

The Beginnings of Protestantism in Colonial North
Carolina.

Williams, B. T.

—

Cultural and Racial Roots of Democratic Tendencies

of the Hebrew People.

Wilson, Raymond

—

The Participation of the American Clergy in the

American Revolution.

1933

Barnwell, Myrtle C.

—

Polygamy Among the Mormons to the Year 1896.

Barnwell, Roy James

—

The Bearing of the Evolutionary Hypothesis on

The Christian Doctrine of Sin.

Brown, James Witt

—

A Critical Analysis of the Gospel of Barnabas.

Brown, R. E.

—

A Comparative Study of the Teaching on Unbelief in tin-

Gospel of John and in the Epistles of Paul.

Carruth, J. R.

—

The Angelology and Demonology of the Early Chris-

tians.

Dean, W. E.

—

The Attitude of Southern Protestant Denominations to

the Freedmen During the Reconstruction Period.

Denton, E. S.

—

The Doctrine of the Divine Forgiveness as Stated by-

Some Recent English and American Theologians.

Donald, S. E.

—

The Emotional Nature of Mystical Experience as Re-

flected in the Lives of Five Typical Christian Mystics.

Evans, Garfield

—

The Relation of Church and State in Cuba.

Faulk, R. W.

—

The Idea of Sin in the Monotheistic Religions.

Foster, G. A.

—

The Attitude of Russian Communism to Religion.

George, L. B.

—

Prophetic Inspiration Among the Hebrews.

Giessen, C. H.

—

The History of the Little Rock Conference of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. South. 1890-1930.

Goldston, C. W.

—

The Atonement as Interpreted by Leading English

and Scotch Theologians, 1875-1925.

Hardee, R. M.

—

Conceptions of Immortality Current in Liberal Chris-

tian Thought i)i America.

Hastings, C. H.

—

The Methodist Episcopal Church. South. During the

Reconstruction Period.

Highfill. T. G.

—

The Position and Prospects of Buddhism in the Mod-

em World.

Holt, D. D.

—

Some Evidences from Psychical Research for the Sur-

vival of Human Personality after Bodily Death.

Huckabee, W. C.

—

The History and Significance of the Student Volun-

teer Movement for Foreign Missions.

Huffman, N. A.

—

The Text of Mark in the Duke New Testament.

Jenkins, T. R.

—

Outstanding Characteristics of the Pioneer Methodist

Circuit Riders in the Mississippi Valley Region Trior to 1844.
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Johnson, H. M.

—

The Activities of the Methodist Episcopal Church
in the Southern States during the Civil War and Reconstruction
Period.

Lefler, B. W'.

—

The Attitude of the American Friends Toward Slavery
Prior to the Civil War.

Maness, M. W.

—

The Relation of Farm Income to the Methodist Epis-
copal Church, South, in Rural North Carolina.

Prentis, Robert

—

The Place of Asceticism in the Thought of the Sec-
ond Century Church Fathers.

Robbins, C. W.

—

The Teaching and Practice of Charity in the Chris-

tian Communities During the Apostolic Period.

Robinson, H. M.

—

Significant Protestant Missionary Conferences from
Mildmay, 1878, to Jerusalem, 1928.

Russell, H. M.

—

The Objectives of the Rural Church in North Carolina
in Relation to the Country Community.

Sanford, M. S.

—

An Endeavor to Ascertain Jesus' Conception of Re-
ligious Salvation.

Still, J. R.

—

The Missions of Nestorian Christianity.

Tew, W. A.

—

Galilee in the Time of Christ and Its Influence on the

Ministry and Teachings of Jesus.

Thompson. A. C.

—

Jonathan Edwards' Conception of God.
Thrift, C. T., Jr.

—

The History of Theological Education in the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, South, 1844-1915.

Trammell, J. F.

—

Canaanitc Civilization at the Time of the Hebrew
Conquest of Palestine in the Light of Archeology.

Whitsett, D. C.

—

Interpretations of the Cross in Twentieth Century
Liberal Thought in America.

1934

Adkins, A. C.

—

The Arminianism of John Wesley.
Barbee, C. W.—A Comparative Study of the Preaching of John and

Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, and Francis Asbury.
Blakemore, J. H.

—

William Jennings Bryan as a Factor in the Modern-
ist-Fundamentalist Controversy.

Boggs, C. S.

—

The Idea of God in Mediaeval and Modem Judaism.
Budd, W. C.

—

Changes and Proposed Changes in the Episcopacy of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Since 1900.

Crook, W. E.

—

An Examination and Appraisal of the Transactions of
the Asiatic Society of Japan.

Hix. C. E., Jr.

—

The Idea of Salvation as Found in the Writings of
the Second Century Church Fathers.

Harrison, R. S.—The Attitude of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
South, toward the Lynching of Negroes Since the Civil War.

Huffman, Esther Sayre—The Aesthetic Tendencies of Children as a
Factor in Religious Education.
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Jackson. F. B.

—

The History of the Holston Conference Methodist

Episcopal Church, South, 1890-1929.

Justus. J. H.

—

An Historical Study of the Foreign Missions Conference

of North America.

Lee, J. D., Jr.

—

The Separation of Vanderbilt University and the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, South.

Matheny, R. S.

—

The Influence of the Motion Picture upon the Char-

acter of Children.

McLarty, E. K.. Jr.

—

The Factor of Attention in the Protestant Service

of Worship.

Mover, G. S.

—

A Century of Progress in the Reformed Church in the

United States.

Nicholson, W. S.

—

The Hormic Theory of the Development of Emo-
tional Control as a Factor in Religious Education.

Pearce. H. E., Jr.

—

The Educational Influence of the Great Awakening
in the Middle Colonies.

Poole, W. G.

—

The Background and Culmination of the Characterizing

Beliefs of the Missionary Baptists in North Carolina.

Shewbert. J. E.. Jr.

—

The Origin and Significance of the Lord's

Supper in the Early Christian Church.

Spell, H. L.

—

The Attitude of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Towards Sabbath Observance, 1900-1933.

Stokes, J. C.

—

Personal Problems of the Missionary and His Family.

Swackhamer, T. C.

—

Naturalistic-Humanism's Contribution to Re-

ligion.

Tarver, D. F.

—

A Social Analysis of the Guilford Circuit.

Tuttle. R. G.

—

Belief in Contemporary Divine Inspiration and Guid-

ance of the Early Christian Movement Found in the New Tes-

tament.

Twitchell. H. M.—The Attitude of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

South, on War and Peace, 1900-1933.

Weldon, W. O.

—

The Development of Social Ideals in Early Christian

Eth ics.

Wiley, E. E.. Jr.

—

The Contributions of Ephraim Emerson Wiley to

Holston Methodism.

1935

Anderson, W. K.

—

The Psychological Implications of the Christian

Doctrine of Solidification.

Barnett, L. P.

—

A Comparison Between the Fundamentalist and Liberal

Interpretations of Five Selected Christian Doctrines.

Carriger, T. P.

—

The Religious and Ethical Teachings of Contempo-

rary Negro Poetry.

Cook. P. E.

—

The Relation of Persecution to the Writings of the Xew
Testament.

Cook, R. A.

—

The Teaching and Technique of the Oxford Group.
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Cooley, W. F.

—

A Study of Certain Phases of the Oxford Group Move-
ment as Compared with Corresponding Phases of the Parly Meth-
odist Revival.

Council, L. B.

—

Jesus' Conception of Sin in Relation to Contemporary
Judaistic and Hellenistic Thought.

Edens. L. T.

—

The History of Methodism in the Mount Airy District

of the Western North Carolina Conference, Methodist Episcopal

Church, South.

Erwin, E. L.

—

The Meaning of Salvation in Current Liberal Christian

Thought in America.

Gibbons, K. F.

—

History of Theological Education in the Methodist
Episcopal Church. South, 1900-1934.

Hardwick, O. L.

—

The Position of Women in New Testament Chris-

tianity.

Howard, F. E.

—

Standards of Conduct in American Methodism.
Fiutson, H. H.

—

The Significance of Baptism in the Thought of Jesus
and the Early Church.

Jordan. H. R.

—

The Mohammedan Missionary Penetration of Africa.
Kelley, B. E.

—

Liberal Christian Views of the Efficacy of Prayer.

Kesler, A. D.

—

The Attitude of Bishop Warren A. Candler Toward
the Unification of American Methodism.

Lee. L. W.

—

The Attitude of the Leaders of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, during the Presidential Campaign of 1928.

McLamb, H. M.

—

The Hospital Movement in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South.

Nail, L. E.—John C. Kilgo as a Christian Educator, 1894-1910.

Newton, P. F.—The Attitude of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, on Popular Amusements, 1900-1934.

Robertson, J. L.

—

The Influence of Greek Culture on Jewish Life from
334 B.C. to 70 A.D.

Sensintaffer, J. C.

—

John Wesley's Use of Lay Preachers.

Smith, C. M.

—

The Fusion of Jewish Apocalyptic Beliefs and Hellen-
istic Concepts of Salvation in the New Testament Writings.

Spence, F. V.

—

Policies Sponsored by Bishop James Cannon, Jr., as
Editor of the Baltimore and Richmond Christian Advocate, 1904-
1918.

Stokes, M. B.

—

Observations of Korean Native Religion and Social
Practice.

Stowe. W. M.

—

John B. McFcrrin, Editorial Controversialist 1840-
1858.

Taylor, R. H.—History of the Idea of God Among the Hebrews Cul-
minating in the Teachings of Jesus.

Tilley, L. A.

—

The Development and Character of Old Testament
Poetry.

fucker, K. I.

—

Character Education in the Eastern Carolina Training
School for Boys.

Whitehead. T. J—A Study of the Rural Features of '"The New Deal"
1933-1935. r, At rPaul V Garber.
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SCHOOL OF RELIGION STUDENT PASTORS

Forty-two School of Religion students are serving pastorates,

as follows :

North Carolina Conference—Steadman Bagby, Wadeville; C.

D. Barclift, Durham Circuit; Leon Crossno, Walstonburg; M. C.

Dunn, Bahama; W. C. Ellzey, Carrboro ; G. S. Eubanks, City

Road-White Memorial, Henderson; E. R. Hartz, Longhurst-East

Roxboro ; F. D. Hedden, Duke's Chapel ; M. O. Stephenson.

Lakewood, Durham ; M. C. Wilkerson, Andrews-Massey ; R. S.

Cody, Broadway: M. W. Warren. Newport; J. D. Young. Pitts-

boro.

Western North Carolina Conference—L. A. Bennett, Farmer ;

E. H. Brendall. Guilford; Harlan Creech, Duncan Memorial,

Charlotte; W. C. Dutton, North Monroe; W. K. Goodson. Oak
Ridge; W. J. Huneycutt, Coleridge; C. H. Peace, Stoney Point;

Fred Shinn, Morven ; R. J. Starling. Murphy Circuit; H. M.

LaFevers, Hudson; A. A. Lyerly, Cedar Falls; A. F. Phibbs,

Gibsonville ; S. C. Safrit, Ruffin.

Virginia Conference—J. B. Breazeale, Grace, Danville ; H. H.

Smith, Boonesboro.

South Carolina Conference—R. W. Spears, Ruby-Mt. Croghan.

Upper South Carolina Conference—C. F. DuBose, Irmo; G. S.

Duffie, Chester.

Baptist—C. E. Baker, Creedmoor
;
R. A. Morris, Carrboro

;

W. W. Hutchins, Liberty.

Congregational-Christian—F. E. Hyde. Sanford; W. J. Andes,

New Elam and Hayes Chapel ; R. T. Grissom, Fancy Gap.

Methodist Protestant—C. P. Morris, First Methodist Prot-

estant, Danville, Va. ; A. M. Smith, Kannapolis.

Disciples of Christ—L. A. Mayo, Holloway Street. Durham

:

T. W. Bowen, W7
alstonburg.

Pilgrim Holiness

—

J. V. Ellenberg. West Durham.

NEW MEMBER OF SCHOOL OF RELIGION FACULTY

Dr. William Franklin Stinespring, who is at the present assist-

ant professor of Biblical Literature at Smith College, has been

elected visiting professor of Old Testament in the School of Re-

ligion for 1936-1937. Dr. Stinespring is a native of the Valley of

Virginia. He was born at Daphne, near Harrisonburg, in 1901.

He received his B.A. degree from the University of Virginia in
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1924. and an M.A. in 1929. His Master's thesis subject was
Judgment Doctrines in Pre-Christian Eschatology. He studied

music in the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore, 1925-1926. earn-

ing his way as floor walker and department head in Stewart's De-

partment Store. An illness which cost him his voice for a time

led him to give up the idea of a musical career. He returned to

the University of Virginia as instructor in Greek, 1926-1928, and

instructor in Biblical Literature, 1928-1929. While there he man-
aged and directed the universitv band.

Dr. Stinespring studied at Yale University, 1930-1932, receiv-

ing his Doctor's degree in Semitics under Professor Torrey in two
years. His doctoral dissertation was A Description of Antioch in

Codex Vaticanus Arabicus. During his second year at Yale he

held the Sterling Research Fellowship under which he collected

Greek, Syriac, and Arabic material on ancient Antioch in Syria

for the Princeton Archeological Expedition which is excavating

the site. He received the Two Brothers Fellowship at the Amer-
ican School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem, 1932-1933. The
following year he was granted the Thayer Fellowship at the same
school. During the summer of 1932 he was a member of Dr.

Albright's staff in the fourth campaign excavating Tell Beit

Mirsim. From September to March of that year he lived in a

Hebrew speaking home in Jerusalem, concentrating on modern
Hebrew. He was field director of the Yale-American School Ex-
pedition to Jerash in the spring of 1934.

During the years 1934-1935 Dr. Albright divided his time be-

tween the American School in Jerusalem and his duties as head of

the Semitics department of Johns Hopkins University. During

his absence from Jerusalem Dr. Stinespring acted as director of

the American School of Oriental Research and served also as

assistant director from September 1934 to April 1935.

In 1928 Dr. Stinespring married Mary Foxwell Albright. They
have one son, Forrest.

Dr. Stinespring is one of the best trained of the younger men
in the fields of the Hebrew and Arabic languages and in archeolog-

ical experience. He comes to us with a good classical background
and with considerable teaching experience, both in the English

Bible and in archeology.

Elbert Russell.



52 The Duke School of Religion Bulletin

SUMMER INSTITUTES

Commencement this year again falls on a week-end, Saturday

to Monday, June 6-8. The commencement sermon on Sunday

night will be preached by Dr. Frederick \Y. Norwood of City Tem-
ple, London, and the commencement address will be delivered on

Monday by Dr. Alfred Sze, of China.

Distinguished speakers will take part in the program of the

three summer institutes which will open simultaneously on the

evening of Monday, June 8. All three of the Duke institutes

—

pastors' school, international relations, and rural church—will be

held on the Woman's College campus with promise of good attend-

ance. The first term of the Duke Summer School will open on the

West Campus on June 11, and the Junaluska School of Religion

will open on the same date.

Among the platform speakers who will be heard at the various

institutes are included: Bishop Paul B. Kern, Bishop Edwin Holt

Hughes. Dr. C. J. Galpin, Dr. Edwin Lewis, Dr. Paul Green, Dr.

F. W. Otterbein, Dr. William Sadler, Dr. T. H. Sun, Dr. Fred-

erick W. Norwood, Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, Dr. J. Fred Rippy,

Dr. C. B. Hoover, Dr. Elbert Russell, Mr. Julien Bryan, and Miss

Mary Goodhue Cary.

The following courses will be offered: The Teachings of Jesus,

Galatians, Christian Education in the Local Church, Christianity

and Race Relations, The Spirit and Genius of Methodism, Parent

Education and the Local Church, The Church and Rural Welfare,

and The Church Facing the Alcohol Problem. Among the in-

structors are : Dr. Harvie Branscomb, Dr. James V. Thompson,

Dr. R. L. Russell, Professor J. M. Ormond, Mrs. H. D. Guerrant.

Dr. R. N. Havens, Dr. H. W. McLaughlin, and Dr. E. T. Thomp-

son.

INTERESTING ITEMS

A School of Religion Banquet at Duke Memorial Church,

April 7, was enjoyed by almost the entire School of Religion stu-

dent body and several of the faculty. The banquet took the form

of a stag joyride on the bus from school to "Happytown."

Those responsible for the arrangement of this delightful social

occasion were : Prof. H. E. Spence, W. J. Huneycutt, M. C. Wil-

kerson, E. S. Gruver, and the ladies of Duke Memorial Church.



The Duke School of Religion Bulletin 53

The Duke University School of Religion recently had added to

its list of organizations a Chaplains of Veterans of Future Wars
corps. At its initial meeting on April 9, W. J. Huneycutt, presi-

dent of the School of Religion student body, was made Chaplain-

in-Chief. with Charles S. Jarvis as his single aide.

This group is the second of its kind. The first was organized
at Boston University School of Theology. The Boston group is

headed by two former Duke men—W. McFerrin Stowe, Chaplain-
in-Chief. and John David Lee, Jr., secretary.

To date 59 have been enlisted in the Duke corps, ten of whom
are undergraduates. A number of "conscientious objectors'' have
so far resisted pressure into the service.

Rev. L. A. Mayo, pastor of the Holloway Street Christian

Church, placed his series of pre-Easter services in the hands of the

Deputation Committee of the School of Religion. Those partic-

ipating in the well-attended services were

:

Preachers: Carl W. Haley, Luther A. Bennett, Henry B.
Lewis, W. J. Huneycutt, H. C. Rickard, F. J. Jackson, E. E.
Wiley. Directors of Music were: E. S. Gruver, W. F. Pledger.
Carl W. Haley, J. M. Copeland, J. H. Fast.

The School of Religion soft-ball team is in the midst of a suc-
cessful season. The basketball team won 5 of its 7 games, and the
soft-ball team won its opening game, 17 to 14.

A number of men have enrolled on the swimming team, but
track representatives are few.

Dean Elbert Russell is spending three weeks during April and
May in a tour of the South speaking under the auspices of the
Emergency Peace Council and the American Friends' Service
Committee.

A university-wide missionary project is the support of Wev-
man C. Huckabee and family at Frazer Night School, Hiroshima,
Japan. During the present semester a successful effort has been
made to complete the pledge made three years ago which helped
send Huckabee to Japan. Plans are being made by a joint com-
mittee representing all the religious organizations of the Univer-
sity to take part in maintaining this Duke family. The School of
Religion students and faculty contributed to the missionary fund.
One alumnus, on a salary of $650. sent $100 to Huckabee to aid
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in his work. Alumni who may care to join with the School of

Religion in its share of this work may communicate with Professor

Cannon, manager of the fund.

Officers of the School of Religion Association recently elected

for the year 1936-37 are: President, M. C. Wilkerson ; Vice-

President, H. B. Lewis ; Secretary, J. H. Fast ; Treasurer, E. S.

Gruver.

During the past few years Bishop F. D. Leete of the Omaha
Area of the Methodist Episcopal Church has made a number of

donations to the library of the School of Religion. The most

recent gift by Bishop Leete consists of many pamphlets from his

own library and the minutes of the Joint Hymnal Commission and

the Joint Committee on Unification of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and Methodist Prot-

estant Church.

On April 20. the students of the School of Religion had the

privilege of meeting and hearing Dr. C. H. Tobias. This noted

Negro leader, trustee of Paine College and Howard University,

now connected with the National Council of the Young Men's

Christian Association, was a visitor in Durham in connection with

the annual meeting of the Division of Cooperation in Education

and Race relations. Upon the invitation of Professor Garber,

Dr. Tobias addressed the Junior Church History class and other

students were invited to attend.

Jesse Phillips-Robertson, known as the "Singer of Psalms.''

presented an informing and inspiring program in York Chapel on

March 22. Phillips-Robertson has spent much time in this coun-

try and in the Orient studying ancient musical instruments, music,

and literature. The instruments he displayed and used were the

trumpet, psaltery, harp, timbrel, pipes, cymbals and stringed in-

struments, some of his own making, modeled after the originals,

and others obtained from Palestine. The musical arrangements

by H. Berger and word adaptations by Lillian M. Robertson are

no doubt modern and not entirely authentic in interpretation, but

they were none the less stirring when played and sung by the

baritone "Singer of Psalms," who in typical costume even inter-

preted the dances of the early Hebrews.
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CONSTITUTION OF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Article I : Name

The name of this organization shall he the Alumni Association of

the School of Religion of Duke University.

Article II: Objects

The objects of this association shall he the following:

1. To supplement the work of the Duke University Alumni Asso-

ciation in special reference to the School of Religion.

2. To foster friendly relations between the alumni of the School

of Religion and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South and all other

denominations.

3. To encourage the maintenance of high standards of admission

into and scholarship in the School of Religion.

4. To sponsor the publication of a periodical, devoted to the special

interests of the School of Religion alumni.

5. To keep in touch with the alumni of the School of Religion in

their several localities.

6. To cooperate with the student body association of the School

of Religion.

7. To encourage at all times the most cordial relationships between

the student body and the faculty of the School of Religion.

8. To encourage and perpetuate the highest standards of Christian

fellowship among alumni, students, and faculty.

9. To perform any other possible service of benefit to the School

of Religion and its alumni.

Article III : Membership

This association shall be composed of all graduates and all former

students who have completed at least one academic year in the School

of Religion of Duke University.

Article IV : Meetings

There shall be a meeting of the Association annually at a time and

place determined by the Executive Council of the Association.

The president may call meetings at any other time, after giving due

notice.

Article V: Officers

Section 1. The officers of the Association shall be a President, a

Vice-President, an Executive Secretary, and two councilors. These
officers shall compose the Executive Council of the Association.

Section 2. The officers named above shall be elected at each annual

meeting by any suitable method, decided upon at that time, and shall

hold office for one vear or until their successors shall have been elected.
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Article VI : Correspondents

The alumni of the School of Religion within the bounds of each

annual conference shall elect a correspondent, whose duty it shall be

to call together the alumni of that area at thejneeting of the annual

conference, and to inform the Executive Secretary concerning the

activities of the alumni in his conference; provided that the alumni
of the School of Religion residing in the mission fields or other areas

where the membership of this association is scattered, may determine,
with the approval of the Executive Council, the bounds of their organi-
zation.

Article VII : Alumni Address

The Executive Council shall choose a member of the Association to

deliver an address at the annual meeting of the Association.

Article VIII: Amendments

This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the mem-
bers present at any annual meeting.

BY-LAWS

Number 1 : Duties of Officers

It shall be the duty of the President to preside at the annual meet-

ing, to call meetings of the Executive Council, to appoint any com-

mittees which he may deem desirable and to perform the usual duties

expected of a president.

It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to serve in the absence

of the President.

It shall be the duty of the Executive Secretary to keep the minutes

of the Association, to maintain a complete and up-to-date list of all

alumni; to inform them of the activities of the Association; and under

the direction of the Executive Council he shall collect, hold and dis-

burse the funds of the Association, and edit and publish the periodical.

It shall be the duty of the Executive Council to act for the Asso-

ciation in regard to all matters not specifically delegated to any other

officer or group.

Number 2: Finances

The membership fee shall be one dollar ($1.00) per year, payable

annually.
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FORMAL OPENING EXERCISES

The Duke School of Religion has, from the beginning, empha-

sized the beginning of each academic year by formal opening exer-

cises. The chief feature of these occasions is a scholarly address

by a member of the School of Religion faculty on some subject

within his field of study and teaching. Members of the faculty

speak in turn under the management of the Committee on Public

Exercises. Several of the addresses delivered in the past have been

published in religious and scholarly journals. That the record of

these addresses may be kept The Bulletin presents the list of

previous speakers and addresses.

The Duke School of Religion was formally opened on Novem-

ber 9. 1926, with exercises lasting throughout the day. The chief

address was delivered by Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, of New York

City.

The succeeding addresses have been as follows

:

1927. "Some Relations of Semitic Studies to Divinity School

Courses," by Prof. Allen H. Godbey.

1928. "Change and Permanency in Religious Belief," by Prof.

Harvie Branscomb.

1929. "Placing the School of Religion : An Essay in Orienta-

tion," by Prof. Gilbert T. Rowe.

1930. "The Religious Use of the Bible," by Prof. Elbert Rus-

sell.

1931. "The Struggle for a Trained Ministry in the Methodist

Episcopal Church, South," by Prof. Paul N. Garber.

1932. "The Search for Saviours," by Prof. James Cannon, III.

1933. "Can Psychology Reinstate the Soul?" by Prof. Frank-

lin S. Hickman.

1934. "Can Methodism Repeat," by Prof. H. E. Spence.

1935. "The Christian Strategy for a Period of Rural Social

Emancipation," by Prof. J. M. Ormond.
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The speaker for 1936 was Prof. H. E. Myers, Professor of

English Bible and Acting Professor of Homiletics.

The address was delivered in York Chapel on Thursday, Sep-

tember 24th, the exercises beginning at 11:30 A.M. Welcoming

words were addressed by Dean Russell to the large group of stu-

dents, faculty, and friends who gathered for the occasion. Devo-

tional exercises were conducted by Dr. C. C. Weaver, presiding

elder of the Greensboro District, M. E. Church, South. Musical

numbers were under the direction of Mr. J. Foster Barnes.

A condensed digest of Prof. Myers' address follows

:

SOME ASPECTS OF PREACHING TO-DAY

Various definitions of preaching have been given. It has been

called the process of bringing truth through personality ; making

real the presence of God in contemporary life ; linking the oral

message on religious truth with the ministry of music and liturgy

so as to bring men individually and socially to an elevating expe-

rience in key with the kingdom of God.

It is evident under any conception of preaching that it is but

one of many forms in which the cause of the kingdom of truth is

to be furthered. One is also reminded that preaching as a fruitful

form of service is and has been under attack. A speaker deliver-

ing a series of lectures on the subject of preaching devoted one

discussion to the consideration of the question : "Is there room for

the preacher to-day?" These lectures, delivered five years ago,

contended : First, there is among all human beings a sense of God

;

second, there is faith in God ; third, there is an experience of God
in Christ ; fourth, there is a sense of call on the part of the

preacher ; fifth, there is a human need of God that leads to a search

for God who is also seeking men.

These contentions are convincing to one who accepts all the as-

sumptions. The disturbing truth is that there seems to be some

uncertainty in our time concerning some of these assumptions.

Doctor R. W. Dale in an address delivered fifty-six years ago made
statements that describe to some extent the conditions of our time

:

.... Thirty years ago, our forefathers were in possession of exact

definitions of all the great truths of the Christian faith.

Definition of every doctrine was under (the preacher's' hand, ac-

cessible at any moment. The substance of his sermon was found for

him. . . . Now all this has passed away. The power of the theological

tradition is decaying. The substance of the ancient faith remains, but
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the people find it hard to give their faith definite expression ; and on

many questions which seem remote from the central truths of the Chris-

tian revelation there is the greatest indecision and uncertainty.

The new knowledge, the new inventions, the new ways of living

with which we are confronted have served to increase rather than

to diminish this uncertainty of half a century ago. Preaching in-

volves truth and personality ; there are some conditions in the

present that tend to make difficult the determination of what truth

is and also make hard the realization of a full Christly personality.

Perhaps the greatest single source of difficulty arises in the

new view of the Bible and the methods employed in its use. The

Bible in Protestant groups came to hold large authority both in

doctrine and in conduct patterns. Changes in opinion regarding

the Bible prove to be significant for both truth and personality.

The question as to what is truth has been answered by appeal to

the Scripture verified in experience. It may be well to sketch

briefly the developments as related to the Bible and its authority

in the determination of truth.

The Christian movement inherited the Scriptures in the Old

Testament section from Hebrew-Jewish sources and accepted the

prevailing ideas as guarantees of authority. A non-critical age,

not equipped with either the disposition or the data for historical

investigation, associated the origin of the Old Testament literature

with Moses, Solomon, David, Daniel Isaiah the son of Amoz, and

others ; with the date of all literature and history earlier than the

time of Ezra the scribe. The Christian movement had not passed

through the second century of our era before these assumptions as

to authorship of the Old Testament materials were questioned.

The discussion that began around the close of the second century

continued until it is now considered true that in the Old Testament,

"there are various layers of materials coming from different ages

and representing varying grades of civilization, as well as contrast-

ing types of thought" ; that many if not all the books in the Old

Testament are composite in character as concerns authorship ; and

that within the bounds of the same book may be found great

variety in both time of origin and authorship of the contents. At

the present, it is rather generally agreed that the questioning be-

gun in second century of our era has yielded a valid method of

study that should be used in attempting to use the Old Testament.

Something of this same type of literary and historical inquiry

has been applied to the New Testament. The Synoptics appear

to be made up of sections of material drawn from varying sources.
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The Fourth Gospel presents peculiar problems concerning its

authorship, purpose, and historical connections with the Synoptic

materials. Critical study has raised many questions in regard to

the authorship of the documents formerly credited to Paul, so that

to-day many scholars regard the number of genuine Pauline letters

as much fewer than were once assigned him. In recent years New
Testament study has been further complicated by the suggestion

that the contents of this part of the Scripture are colored by the

age that produced them. The combined impact of all forms of

study has resulted in setting up many interrogation points in the

content of Scripture. "It is no longer possible to use a text—any

text, every text—at its face value ; it must first be appraised, and

perhaps discounted before it can be used as legal tender."

To escape from this difficulty, confronted by those who found

answer as to what is truth in appeal to Scripture guaranteed in

authority through association in origin with certain persons, many

have ceased the effort to defend the whole text of the Bible and

have turned to Jesus. This appeal to Jesus is also beset with

obstacles. Possibly the most menacing aspect of the preaching task

to-dav is found in the assertions of some leaders of thought who

claim that Jesus as presented in the Gospels is a creation of the

wishful-thinking and fancy of naive and primitive peoples. These

students of the New Testament who attribute such heavy coloring

to the narrative as found in the gospel record, consider this New
Testament picture of Jesus, unique in consciousness and achieve-

ment, is nothing more than a "conglomerate of poetry and piety

coming forth out of the slow development of a Christ-myth."

Along with this idea of the New Testament and associated with it

is, "a world view in which natural law is given a higher and more

absolutely dominant position." All life is brought within the range

of the natural ; that which claims to transcend the natural is, "dis-

missed as utterly unhistorical."

This uncertainty with regard to truth, involves the worth and

validity of prayer as well as the moral standards centering about

the Christian ideal of life. "The culture of a people comprises

the sum of all their activities, customs, and beliefs." The attempt

to organize experience becomes difficult when guides in the form

of beliefs come to be regarded as insecure. And there is not only

a questioning attitude in reference to some of our beliefs ; there is

under modern conditions of living that contact of one culture with

another, bringing about a loosening of structural cohesion of many

cultural patterns.
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To-day there is no set pattern of conduct. Our children are early

thrown with others who have contrasting ideas and ideals, or are wholly

lacking- in ideals of right conduct.

No one to-day sets himself up as knowing what is right or wrong, so

mixed have our cultures become.

Culture is integrated, and when disintegrated may be re-

integrated, provided there is "An achieved or inherited center of

reference sufficiently inspiring to stand as the focal point of life."

Such "center of reference" there was in Scripture and in ideals

of conduct drawn from its teachings. And for some, the appeal to

the Bible is still powerful and satisfying. It is possibly true, how-

ever, that to-day there are many who do not have life organized in

worthful ways. Preaching involves truth: truth about life and

destiny brought with persuasive power in terms of contemporary

and eternal need. The occupant of the pulpit to-day is faced with

some uncertainty in realms where a convincing word is demanded.

There is another part of the task of preaching that involves the

man who does it : preaching is giving, "truth through personality."

Personality and person are terms used quite often, and though fa-

miliar in use they are somewhat technical in meaning. There is

in them an implied contrast with the term individual. An indi-

vidual may be regarded as the nervous and muscular organism,

carrying life, equipped with such capacities that it can be bearer of

almost limitless growth. The person is this total individual system

of capacities developed and controlled by association and com-

munication with other individuals. This seems to indicate that

the personality that an individual achieves bears some relation to

the group-life in the midst of which personality is won. If the

age in which we live is one in which there is uncertainty as to what

is true, when there is cultural disintegration and moral confusion,

it appears to follow that the personality won by the man in the

pulpit will be achieved in the midst of these difficulties. There is

demand, and perhaps a just claim, that the quality of life in the

pulpit be higher than that in the pew; yet it is obvious that one

finds in the pulpit a layman who has become preacher, speaking a

message in word and life in some degree colored by the ideals of

the pew. This is no new aspect ; it chances to be significant be-

cause of the fact that it is contemporary, and is probably more be-

set by varied confusion of ideals than prevailed in some earlier

periods of history.

The difficulties faced in any attempt to achieve a rich, full,

Christian personality are clear when some of the modern moods
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and tempers are called to mind. In the present there is a strong

tendency to organize all of life around objective and material con-

siderations ; there is a demand for success guaged in terms of mass

and money ; blatant publicity is used to herd mobs together, and

this is taken as proof of that which is desirable and permanently

worthful. There is also the exertion of pressure by an organized

and clamorous minority to secure by threat what right and fair-

ness denies; present is the mood of revolt and repudiation, directed

against almost all forms and laws ; with all of this, there runs a

rather powerful current in opposition to a distinctly spiritual and

religious outlook. Any individual who seeks to attain the fullest

expression of personality will become vividly conscious of these

conflicting tides in modern life. The minister is no exception. He
has an asset in the fact that he is close to the contemporary scene.

His is that age-old and difficult task of being in the age to which

he wishes to speak, and yet so detached from it that the moods,

outlooks, and ideals of the time do not become the measure of his

life and message.

Faced with the situation that has been sketched, one may in-

quire as to what is to be done about the task of preaching to-day ?

In the first instance, it may be well to commit oneself to the his-

torical method as a form of investigation and seek as full and

accurate information as can be attained. But, as a second sug-

gestion, it needs to be insisted that the findings of historical in-

quiry be open to interpretation by the minister. It may be that we

shall find in error those who push too far in their inferences re-

garding the New Testament record. Sever Christianity from his-

tory, and it may turn out that the very ideas we hope to guarantee

by such severing are tied in with the validity of the history in

which they have been set. Robbed of its historic worth, Christian-

ity might become, "a nerveless altruism ... as helpless against

the selfishness and sin of mankind as a toy sword in a child's

hand." As a third consideration, it may be that some few cer-

tainties will furnish a basis for an enlarging and meaningful life

:

tested experience of God, proved validity of prayer as a means of

communion with God, the fact of the tides of moral power that

form a structural frame for all rich living. A fourth approach

to the preaching task might involve redefining some of the terms

in which ideas about religious living have been expressed. A fifth

phase of the task may lie in a better blending of truth and under-

standing, so that real human need as it actually exists will be

known by the messenger ; and to this human need will be brought
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that appropriate aid from the Eternal. Amid all the changes that

are with us, deep human need remains much the same. One who

can in this somewhat confused time find satisfying values in high

religious living will probably discover great need calling for the

sure word of tried experience.

Hiram Earl Myers.

THE CLASS OF 1936

On Tune 8, 1936, Duke University conferred the degree of

Bachelor of Divinity upon eighteen students of the School of Re-

ligion. Five months have now passed and it is interesting to see

where the members of the class are located and to note the type of

work in which they are engaged.

The members of the Class of 1936 can be divided into three

groups from the standpoint of their present occupations. Four-

teen of them are now serving as pastors or will receive appoint-

ments this fall. Three of the graduates are continuing their

theological education and one has entered the teaching profession.

Five members of the Class of 1936 are now serving as pastors

in the Western North Carolina Conference of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, South. These men and their appointments for the

conference year of 1936-37 are as follows : E. H. Brendall. Lee's

Chapel-Grace; W. F. Eaker. Jonathan; L. S. Furr, Gibsonville;

H. E. Jones, McAdenville ; C. H. Peace, Stony Point.

The North Carolina Conference will secure the services of R.

S. Cody, W. A. Crow, N. W. Grant, and F. D. Hedden. Cody is

now supplying the Broadway charge ; Crow is the supply preacher

at Ocracoke ; Hedden, already a member of this conference, is at

Duke's Chapel, Durham. Grant served on the Duke Foundation

during the summer and has been doing general supply work since

September 1. Cody. Crow and Grant will be admitted on trial at

the annual session of the North Carolina Conference which will

convene at New Bern on November 19.

The Class of 1936 is also represented in four other annual con-

ferences of Southern Methodism. Carl W. Haley joined the Bal-

timore Conference and has been assigned to Frostburg, Maryland.

H. H. Smith, who was admitted on trial into the Virginia Con-

ference in 1935, is now pastor of South View and Providence,

Lynchburg, Va. R. W. Spears is completing his first year on the

Ruby-Mt. Croghan charge in the South Carolina Conference. L. S.

Holloway has been serving as a supply preacher at Oglethorpe,
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Georgia, since September, but will join tbe South Georgia Confer-

ence this fall.

During his stay in the School of Religion, L. A. Mayo was
pastor of the Holloway Street Disciples of Christ Church. He is

remaining as the leader of that congregation.

Three members of the Class of 1936 are continuing their

studies at other educational institutions. Miss Ella Clare Mc-
Kellar is at Boston University, where she is a candidate for the

degree of Doctor of Philosophy. Robert M. Bird is doing post

graduate work at General Theological Seminary before taking

orders in the Protestant Episcopal Church. James F. Jackson will

enroll in the University of Edinburgh in January, 1937. Prior to

that date he will spend a month in travel in Europe.

Brevard College has secured the services of John B. Bennett,

who is now in charge of the department of Religion at that insti-

tution.

THESES OF 1936

In the Spring number The Bulletin printed a list of all theses

written and accepted from 1929-1935 inclusive. In order to pre-

serve the complete record, and to keep the alumni and friends of

the School of Religion acquainted with the fields of research of

the students in the School of Religion it has been decided to print

annually in the Autumn number of the Bulletin the titles of the

theses prepared by the students graduating at the previous com-

mencement. The following are the titles of the theses prepared by

members of the Class of 1936

:

Bennett, John Boyce. The Epistle of Jude: An Historical Introduction

and Critical Analysis.

Bird, Robert Macbeth. The Interpretation of the Holy Communion in

Anglo-Catholic Theology.

Brendall, Earl Hall. The Persecution of the Methodists in the Time

of John Wesley.

Cody, Ray Spencer. The Religion and Theology of Francis Asbury.

Crow, William Addison. Religion and the Recent Evolution Contro-

versy.

Eaker, William Franklin. Post-War American Youth Movements for

Peace.

Furr, Lester Seymour. The Philosophy of Dr. Albert Schweitzer and

Its Exemplification in His Life.

Grant, Nicholas Warnum. A Study of the Racial and Denominational

Distribution of the Rural Church Membership in South Carolina

from 1900-19M).
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Haley, Carl Wrenn. John Wesley's Conception of the Natural State of

Man.
Hedden, Forrest Dearborn. The Attitude of the North Carolina Con-

ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, toward the

Liquor Traffic in North Carolina, 1872-1935.

Holloway, Lewis Shannon. Recent American Thought on Christian

Unity.

Jackson, James Fauntleroy. The Attitude of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, South, on Temperance and Prohibition Since 1928.

Jones, Hurlan Eura. The Liberal Reconstruction of the Career of

Jesus.

Mayo, Louis A. The Pastor's Personal Relation in the Modern Parish.

McKellar, Ella Clare. The Emotional Factor in the Social Process.

Peace, Clifford Hinshaw. The Modern Conservative View of the Per-

son of Jesus Christ.

Smith, Hampden Harrison, Jr. Liberal Factors in the Eni'ironment of

Jesus.

Spears, Robert Wright. The Attitude of the Southern Methodists of

Soutli Carolina in Regard to the Textile Industry in South Carolina.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEETING

The second annual meeting of the School of Religion Alumni

Association was held on Tuesday, June 9, 1936, in the faculty

dining room of the Woman's College Union. Some twenty-five

alumni, several accompanied by their wives, and several members

of the faculty, took lunch together.

In the absence of President Wilson O. Weldon, who was repre-

sented by a letter. Vice-president C. Wade Goldston presided.

Officers were elected as follows : President, C. W. Goldston, Rocky

Mount, N. C. ; Vice-president, James G. Huggin, Mount Holly.

N. C. ; executive secretary, Jesse G. Wilkinson, Salisbury, N. C.

;

executive councilors, Leon Russell, Pikeville. N. C, and R. G.

Tuttle, Forest City, N. C.

The association expressed appreciation of The School of Re-

ligion Bulletin, concerning which Prof. Cannon spoke briefly.

The feature of the meeting was the address of Rev. James G.

Huggin, of Mount Holly, N. C, who chose as his subject: "The
Minister—The Community's Righteous Man."

"I suggest," said the speaker, "that the first qualification of the

man who would be a successful preacher is personal righteousness.

"I have learned an elementary lesson, namely that what people

need most is not to have their thinking corrected, but their moral
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and spiritual lives transformed. What is needed, therefore, in a

minister is not so much cleverness that will correct their thinking,

but righteousness that will change their lives. The minister must

take his place in the community in which he lives first of all as a

righteous soul. He must never be thought of primarily as a

speaker of ready wit, or a Chautauqua entertainer, or a Rotarian

good-mixer, or the logical man for the presidency of every charita-

ble organization. He must be thought of first as a righteous man.

Spirituality, in a material and agnostic world, will appeal to people

only as it is incarnate among them. There lies our first respon-

sibility.

"Righteousness is that which gives a transparency to our char-

acters which enables people to see God through us. We have

nothing else on which we can depend that will give us power ; we
have this, and it is all-sufficient. This must be our dependence.

With our buoyant vigor we may carry on the program to the last

minute detail. With our youth we may cause every one in the

community to confess they like us. With our training we may at-

tract many to our services to admire our wit. But it is only when
we depend on a righteousness that shows to people the Son of

God that we shall be the instruments for transforming character."

The retiring president, W. O. Weldon, in his letter said

:

"As your President for the first two years, I feel that we have

made some progress. One of the great aims has been achieved,

namely, the publishing of the School of Religion Bulletin. And I

feel that this will greatly help the work of the Association and at

the same time will draw the alumni closer to the University. As
President, I wish to thank Dean Elbert Russell for his excellent

advice, Professor James Cannon, III for his untiring labors as

Editor of the Bulletin, and President W. P. Few and Mr. H. R.

Dwire for the support of the University and the general Alumni

Association. All of the credit, I feel, belongs to these men along

with the labors of the students. It is my sincere wish that the

Bulletin will be continued and that we shall continue to have its

fine contribution."
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FROM THE ALUMNI PRESIDENT

To the Alumni of the School of Religion:

When I first learned of the formation of the Duke University

School of Religion Alumni Association, I expressed doubts regard-

ing its utility. It seemed to me to be just another evidence of the

American proclivity to organize.

I have been converted. Already, in two years, the Alumni As-

sociation, under the presidency of Wilson O. Weldon, has proved

its genuine value. It was responsible for inaugurating the publi-

cation of The Duke School of Religion Bulletin. This achievement

will have long-time significance. I feel that this alone is full justi-

fication for the existence of the Alumni Association.

The fine work which has been begun I wish to see continued,

and, as your duly elected president, I pledge myself to that end.

Important possibilities reside in our Association. It was organized

for the specific purpose of maintaining a helpful relationship be-

tween the School of Religion and its alumni. I desire to see that

purpose strengthened. And might it not also be broadened? A
merely traditional Alumni Association will not hold our in-

terest or be of great value. An annual luncheon and the quarterly

publication of a bulletin, good as these are, will not suffice.

Why should it not be advisable for the Alumni Association to

sponsor meetings of the School of Religion alumni in the various

Annual Conferences ? These meetings might be used to stimulate

not only fellowship but also thought and study. I feel that there

is a greater need among the alumni for fellowship of thought and

ideals than for fellowship of acquaintance. I want my fellow-

alumni to help me think and act upon the many vital issues which

confront us as ministers. For many of us the. School of Religion

has been the means of stirring up ideas and ideals which heart and

brain pronounce valid and vital for our day. Should not the

Alumni Association be a means of keeping alive these ideas and

ideals. I feel a great need for that. Do you ?

There are three things which every alumni of the School of

Religion may do to forward the work of the Association. First,

he may write in his comments and suggestions and criticisms.

Second, he may take responsibility for seeing that an alumni meet-

ing is held at his Annual Conference. Third, he may send his

membership fee of $1.00 to Jesse G. Wilkinson, Box 828, Salis-

bury, N. C.

C. Wade Goldston.

Rocky Mount. N. C.
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ALUMNI RAISE FUNDS
The Bulletin wishes to acknowledge with appreciation the ac-

tion of alumni in response to an appeal for funds to aid in launch-

ing the publication. The student body, in May, led off with a

contribution of $10.00. The president of the alumni association,

Wilson O. Weldon, undertook to raise an additional amount, and

$15.00 was turned over by the retiring treasurer, W. A. Kale, and

forwarded by the new treasurer, Jesse G. Wilkinson, who, by

diligent personal effort has now raised and forwarded $25.00,

overpaying the amount originally agreed upon.

The total of $50.00 is sufficient for the purpose for which the

appeal was made, and as it is not the function of The Bulletin to

raise money from alumni for its own expenses, it is suggested that

any further funds individuals may care to give should be sent to

Mr. H. R. Dwire for the general alumni fund. The Bulletin is

indebted to Mr. Dwire and to Mr. C. A. Dukes for wise and effi-

cient management of the business and circulation details of publica-

tion.

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE ALUMNI ORGANIZE

School of Religion Alumni of the Virginia Conference met in

Richmond, Va., at lunch on Friday, October 16th. D. D. Holt

was elected president, A. E. Acey vice-president, and J. W. Brown
secretary-treasurer. The group voted to affiliate with the School

of Religion Alumni Association, to enlist the cooperation of all

Duke alumni in the ministry of the Virginia Conference, and to

hold meetings each summer at the Conference Pastors' School and

each fall during the annual conference sessions. Friday evening of

conference week was fixed for the annual business meeting, the

program to consist of dinner and an address. Prof. James Can-

non, III, spoke informally and was requested to be the speaker at

the meeting of 1937.

WESTERN CAROLINA ALUMNI MEETING

The banquet of the alumni of the School of Religion of the

Western North Carolina Annual Conference was held at the Yad-

kin Hotel, Salisbury, N. C, at 6 P. M. on October 23. There was

a large attendance of alumni and friends of the School of Religion.

The meeting was presided over by Wilson ( ). Weldon, former

president of the Alumni Association of the School of Religion.

Brief speeches were made by the presiding officer, by J. G. Wilkin-



The Duke School of Religion Bulletin 69

son and W. A. Kale of the alumni, and by Professor Paul N. Gar-

ber representing- the faculty of the School of Religion. The alumni

were honored by the presence of Dr. A. W. Plyler, editor of the

North Carolina Christian Advocate, Reverend E. W. Fox, of Kings
Mountain, and Zeb F. Curtis, a loyal layman of the Asheville Dis-

trict. These three men, who graduated from Trinity College forty

years ago, gave brief reminiscences of their college days and
brought greetings to the alumni of the School of Religion.

CONFERENCE ALUMNI ORGANIZATIONS

Attention is called to the following provision in the constitution

of the School of Religion Alumni Association

:

"The alumni of the School of Religion within the bounds of

each annual conference shall elect a correspondent, whose duty it

shall be to call together the alumni of that area at the meeting

of the annual conference, and to inform the Executive Secretary

concerning the activities of the alumni in his conference."

The first conference organization under this provision to be

reported to the Bulletin is that formed in the Virginia Con-
ference. It is hoped that by the next issue reports will be at

hand of similar organizations in every annual conference where
there are as many as six alumni of the School of Religion.

WITH THE FACULTY
Dr. Harvie Branscomb worked the first half of the summer

on a Commentary on the Gospel of Mark. After completing
this work, Dr. Branscomb made an automobile trip with his

family to Mexico where he visited Mexico City, Oaxaco, Puebla,

Tehuaca, and Acapulco.

Dr. Kenneth Clark taught in the Junaluska Summer School
during the first half of the summer. During the latter part of the
summer he made trips to libraries in Washington, Princeton, New
York, Cambridge and Toronto to work on manuscripts in the vari-

ous libraries. The American Council of Learned Societies has
voted Dr. Clark a grant for the publication of a catalogue of Greek
New Testament manuscripts in America. This work has been in
preparation since 1929.

Professor Charles A. Ellwood taught two graduate courses
in Sociology in the Summer Session of Northwestern University.
While in Evanston the Pi Gamma Mu National Social Science
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Honor Society, of which Dr. Ellwood is national president, gave a

dinner in his honor at the Chicago Athletic Club.

Dr. Paul N. Garber again served as Director of the Junaluska

Summer School. The school had a very successful session, report-

ing an increase of twenty-five percent over the session of the

previous summer. The remainder of the summer was spent in

research for material to be used in the biography of Bishop

John Carlisle Kilgo, which Dr. Garber is writing. He travelled

in South Carolina, Georgia and Virginia in search of this ma-
terial.

Dr. F. S. Hickman again spent a busy summer in addressing

Pastors' Schools throughout the country and in giving courses of

study in these schools. The courses taught were the Preparation

and Delivery of Sermons, and Pastoral Psychology. Dr. Hick-

man made from three to five platform addresses at each of these

schools. The schools were as follows: The Missouri Conference

School, held at Fayette. Mo. ; the Baltimore Conference School.

at Front Royal, Va. ; the Holston Conference School at Emorv
and Henry College. Va. Dr. Hickman was the inspirational lec-

turer at the Illinois Conference, held at Rock Island, 111. In addi-

tion to these activities he preached several times and made other

addresses in Indiana.

Dr. Howard E. Jensen taught in the Duke Summer School

and later went to Canada to study the co-operative movement in

the maritime provinces. He wrote several articles for social science

magazines and also made addresses in that field.

Professor H. E. Myers taught in the Junaluska Summer
School and made several addresses in various parts of North

Carolina and Tennessee. He also preached on various occasions.

Professor J. M. Ormond wrote a book for the Board of

Missions of the Southern Methodist Church, preached on various

occasions, and taught in the Duke Summer School and in the

Leadership Training School at Lake Junaluska.

Dr. Gilbert T. Rowe taught courses in Bible, Christian Beliefs,

and the Message of the Minister for the Needs of Today in vari-

ous Pastors' Schools. Among these schools were the South

Carolina School at Columbia, S. C. ; the Louisiana Conference

School at Shreveport, La., and the Virginia Conference School at

Lynchburg, Va. Dr. Rowe also taught in some training schools

on the Eastern Shore of Virginia.

Dean Elbert Russell served as Dean of the Duke Institute of

International Relations in early June and taught a course in the
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Institute on The Stake of Christianity in World Peace. He lec-

tured on the same subject at Mills College Institute of International

Relations at Oakland, California; Whittier Institute, Whittier,

California; and Pacific Northwest Institute, Portland, Oregon.

Dr. Russell also lectured and preached at the Workers' Confer-

ence, Mt. Sequoyah, Ark. After his strenuous lecture trip he

finished the summer preaching and fishing in South Carolina.

Dr. Shelton Smith taught in the first term of the Duke Uni-

versity Summer School. He then attended a national conference

of The Church and Adult Education. This was held at Lake

Geneva, Wis. In this conference Dr. Smith was chairman of the

commission on race relations. He made the closing address of

the conference.

Professor H. E. Spence gave courses in Religious Drama in

the Virginia Conference Pastors' School at Lynchburg, Va. and

the Young People's Conference held at Louisburg, N. C. He also

taught in training schools at Messick, Onley, and Exmore, all in

the Virginia Conference. He also taught in the middle term of

the Duke Summer School.

Dr. W. F. Stinespring spent some time in Washington, study-

ing in the Library of Congress.

Professor James Cannon, III, did work in the Duke Library

and taught in the Duke Summer School.

THE PHILLIPS BROOKS CLUB

About eight years ago the School of Religion began a very

interesting experiment in the direction of offering some oppor-

tunity to clergymen in the neighborhood of Duke University. This

experiment has gradually worked itself out into an interdenomi-

national group called the Phillips Brooks Club.

In the autumn of 1928 Professor Frank S. Hickman, in the

name of the School of Religion, invited a group of ministers in

Durham to meet with him one hour a week, for the purpose

of studying some book in which all might be interested. The
invitation was cordially received, and the experiment proceeded

on this basis for two years. Then it seemed wise to enlarge both

the invitation list and the program.

Mailing lists for various denominations were compiled, and an

invitation was sent to all clergymen within motoring range of

Durham. The response was most gratifying. For a time it was
proposed to meet every week, or certainly as often as every two
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weeks ; but experience proved it wiser to hold the meetings once

a month. For several years this last practice has been followed,

and the first Monday in each month is the regular meeting date.

Two features mark the procedure of the Phillips Brooks Club.

One is a luncheon open to all who care to come. The University

has arranged a substantial meal at a modest cost. Occasionally

the University has extended a complimentary luncheon to the

club. Recently there has been a marked growth and interest in

the luncheon feature, and it is not unusual to have as many as

twenty-five men present. The other feature is a double lecture

period, running from two until four o'clock in the afternoon, with

as wide a variety of lectures as possible. These cover a broad

cultural range, and are designed to reach the wider interests of a

minister's life. The average attendance at the lecture periods has

been running from forty to fifty. This interest is in large part

due to the active co-operation of the Club's officers in sending out

regularly, postal cards announcing the meetings.

The Phillips Brooks Club has attracted considerable attention,

and some competent critics rank the venture as one of the most

significant in recent North Carolina Church activities. It seems

to have passed the experimental stage and to have become an estab-

lished institution.

Prof. Hickman is to be on leave during the spring semester of

the present academic year and Dean Russell will act as guide of

the Club during that period.

CONVOCATION OF COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Duke University and the School of Religion especially had a

significant part in the first convocation of the newly organized

North Carolina Council of Churches at Winston-Salem, October

26-28.

The Council consists of forty-six representatives ( official or

unofficial) of practically all the Protestant churches of the state,

for the expressed purpose of promoting fellowship and mutual

understanding among the churches of the state, to serve as a

medium of interchurch advice and counsel, and to associate the

churches in joint service for the objectives of Christianity in the

state. It is the first such organization in the South.

The movement grew out of the North Carolina Sunday School

Convention, very largely under the leadership of Dr. H. Shelton

Smith, who served as secretary of the organizing committee and
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of the Council in its first stages. President W. P. Few and

Professor T. M. Ormond are also members of the Council. Its

first venture was a convocation of the ministers of the state. Dr.

Trela D. Collins, formerly pastor of the Temple Baptist Church,

Durham, is the executive secretary.

On the program of the Convocation were Professor R. S.

Crispell of the School of Medicine and Professors Hickman,

Ormond. and Russell of the School of Religion.

The School of Religion alumni were plentifully sprinkled

through the audience and six members of the faculty and a score

of the present student body attended.

Some of the ablest religious leaders of the country outside the

state were on the program, such as Dean H. P. Van Dusen of

Union Theological Seminary. New York ; Dean Luther A. Weigle

of Yale University Divinity Scbool ; Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Editor

of The Messenger, Philadelphia; Dr. J. Blanton Belk of Rich-

mond, Virginia; Mrs. Grace Sloan Overton, Secretary of the

National Council of Federated Church Women ; Dr. Ivan Lee

Holt, President of the Federal Council of Churches ; Dr. W. O.

Carver of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary ; and Dr.

Allan K. Chalmers of Broadway Tabernacle, New York. In con-

nection with his attendance at the Convocation, Dean Weigle

preached at the Duke Chapel on the Sunday preceding the convo-

cation.

STUDENT NOTES

Students responsible for the activities of the School of Re-

ligion Association in 1936-37 are: McMurry Richey, worship;

Charles Jarvis. Carlisle Miller and Robert Bearden, deputations,

Floyd Patterson, social ; Wannamaker Hardin, athletics ; H. P.

Myers, publicity.

The School of Religion, alone of the Duke professional

schools, participates actively in intramural athletics. Besides the

needed exercise, valuable contacts with undergraduates are

formed. The fall program includes tennis and "touch" football.

The School of Religion team thus far has defeated Lambda Chi

Alpha, 6-0. and Delta Sigma Phi, 12-0. It has lost to Sigma Chi,

12-6, and to Delta Tan Delta, 6-0.

A large number of students attended the Convocation of

Churches at Winston-Salem. October 26-28. Others have attended

their annual conferences.
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HONOR SOCIETIES

Elections to Theta Phi, international honor society for minis-

ters and social workers, are made at the close of each academic

year, primarily from the middle year class of the School of

Religion. At the last election of the Duke chapter, W. D. Andrus,

J. B. Breazeale, E. S. Gruver, H. B. Lewis, and I. U. Townsley

were chosen from the class of 1937. H. H. Smith, Jr., and R. W.
Spears were chosen from the class of 1936. Dr. Paul N. Garber

is president of Theta Phi for 1936-37, Dr. Frank S. Hickman is

vice-president, and Henry B. Lewis is secretary-treasurer.

School of Religion faculty and students participated in the

work of Pi Gamma Mu, national social science honor society.

Dr. Charles A. Ellwood is national president of the society. In

the Duke chapter for the present year Dr. K. W. Clark is presi-

dent and Prof. W. F. Stinespring, E. S. Gruver, W. D. Andrus,

and H. B. Lewis are newlv elected members.

SOCIAL OCCASIONS

Dean and Mrs. Elbert Russell were hosts to the faculty and

students of the School of Religion at a reception and tea given

in the University Union on Thursday afternoon, September 24th.

Prof, and Mrs. W. F. Stinespring were special guests.

The School of Religion Association entertained at a picnic in

Duke Park on Wednesday evening, October 14th, and at an

evening party on the campus on November 12th.

THE SCHOOL OF RELIGION RETREAT

The fall retreat of the School of Religion was held Thursday,

October 15, at 7:30 in York Chapel. The devotional exercises

were conducted by Dean Elbert Russell. Mr. J. H. Fast rendered

a violin solo and Mr. J. Foster Barnes and a quartet from the

School of Religion furnished music for the Sacrament. Dr.

Walter A. Stanbury, pastor of West Market Street Methodist

Episcopal Church, South, Greensboro, a former member of the

faculty of the School of Religion and a trustee of the University.

gave the principal address, emphasizing the vital influence of the

minister's own character in the effectiveness of his ministry.

After the address the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was ad-

ministered, Professor H. E. Myers officiating, assisted by W. C.

Ellzey, Henry B. Lewis, and H. C. Rickard.
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SECOND TABULATION OF GRADES

The tabulation of grades for the spring semester of 1935-36,

the second semester under the new grading system, shows that 16

instructors gave a total of 393 grades, of which 19 were E ; 96,

G ; 261, S; 4, F ; 13, Inc. Twenty-nine percent were above S\

as against thirty-one percent the first semester.

USE OF THE LIBRARY

The library of the School of Religion should be in continuous

use by alumni. The library committee is now at work securing

several copies of each of the books required in the courses of

study for conference undergraduates, including the books assigned

for area thesis writing. By the end of the year the library hopes

to have these books all available for use. However, those who
plan to use this service are reminded that even with several copies

of each book on the shelves, simultaneous demands from a large

number of alumni in the last month of the conference year will

mean that not all who apply can be supplied.

A BAPTIST APPRECIATION

Writing in the North Carolina Christian Advocate for Aug. 13,

1936, Chas. H. Utley, under the title "Duke University and Its

School of Religion" says

:

If you will allow a Baptist to say a few things about Duke Uni-
versity in a general way and the School of Religion in particular, I will

state some reasons why, as I see it, any young man is most fortunate

to be educated at Duke ; and especially fortunate is the young minister

who has the unrivaled opportunities offered in the School of Religion.

Duke University is the coming Harvard of the South ; it has several

men who are world figures in their respective fields of distinguished

scholarship. More than one is a distinguished author, whose books

are studied in the leading colleges and universities, not only in this

country but in Europe and Asia. The physical facilities are not only

not surpassed, but unequaled in any other institution in the South. So
far as my information goes no other university has a library to even

compare with the library of Duke. And its graduate department com-
pares favorably with that of other great universities located in the

North and West.

Duke is a modern, not a mediaeval university ; from freshman class

to the completion of the most advanced degrees, it teaches the scientific

and not the traditional philosophy of life. Sciences gradually trans-
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forming all intelligent thinking; and this is as true in the field of
religion as elsewhere. We live perhaps in the most transitional era

that has yet come to mankind. Many institutions are hampered by
purely sectarian limitations; not so Duke. Its professors are entirely

free to teach the truth, so far as science has yet revealed it; and stu-

dents have an inherent right to be taught the truth and not the myths
and legends of the ancient world as divine revelations.

No seminary in the South is prepared to teach and train a young
minister as Duke is to meet the problems confronting the ministry of

today and tomorrow ; here, I refer especially to the School of Religion.

The philosophy of life and religion, as taught here at Duke, must be

accepted and taught in the churches or the most intelligent men and
women, as they are educated, will repudiate the churches. The masses
of people are yet to be taught that one can be a Christian and a devout
disciple of Jesus Christ without subscribing to the superstitions of the

pre-scientific age. In general terms our average minister does not even
teach the people what religion really is ; how man most probably be-

came religious, the part religion played in the early history of the race,

the evolution of religion as a human cultural, nor that the permanence
and persistence of religion in no way depends upon persisting on

Christians believing or trying to believe outworn traditions and super-

stitions. Religion is the greatest cultural of the race ; it antedates all

known history ; its philosophy and thought forms should change with

advancing knowledge; and religion will persist, clarified and purified,

when the present social order is largely, if not entirely changed, and
when civilization has reached a higher plane. These things the able

professors in the School of Religion in Duke University teach their

students. Almost the entire philosophy of religion as taught in the

past, and is a hang-over in the present, should long ago have been rele-

gated to the limbo of superstition where it justly belongs to be. The
hope of the churches in the future largely depends upon the philosophy

of religion as taught in the School of Religion in Duke University.

This school is teaching men to interpret religion and the application of

the principles expressed and implied in the life and teachings of Jesus

to life and its complicated problems in the twentieth century. The
young men fortunate enough to study in the Duke School of Religion

are taught the truth, so far as now known, as to how we got the Bible,

the sources of its literature, ages of its production, the stages of de-

velopment of the people who gave us the Bible. It would amply repay

any young man to study in this school of religion just to have his age

old superstitions uprooted concerning the Bible, if he learned nothing

more ; however, he would come out from the school with a higher and

more appreciative regard for our Bible than when he regarded it as a

sort of fetish to be worshipped. If the religious thought of the South

ever becomes liberal and scientific Duke must play a conspicuous part

in that transformation.
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CHARLES CLAY IN BRAZIL

Most missionaries are compelled to spend a large part of the

first year studying the language. But having spent my childhood

in Brazil I still remembered enough of the language to make it

possible for me to start work almost immediately. And being the

first new missionary to come to this station in thirteen years there

was plenty of work waiting to be clone. The other workers said

my first year would he the lightest, but even so I was given three

jobs right at the start.

One of these is in the Department of Religious Education in

our School of Theology here in Juiz de Fora. Our Church sup-

ports two seminaries in Brazil, but this is by far the larger of the

two. Here we have about twenty-five of the finest young men you

have ever seen. Their training has been somewhat limited because

there are few real colleges in Brazil, but they make up for this by

spending at least five years in the seminary. Practically all of

them have keen intellects which would rank them with the best of

our students in the States. In my classes I am having to use books

in three different languages, as there are practically none available

in Portuguese ; but the students don't seem to mind this, as they

will read anything I put on the reserve shelf. Not only are they

intellectually alert, but these voung men are on fire with a passion

to mould the life of their native land into Christ-like patterns.

Their sincerity of purpose and their deep consecration is perhaps

above that usually found in our American seminaries. Besides

their studies in the seminary most of these young men are actively

engaged in the work of the pastorate, some of them having to go

as

&

far as fifty or sixty miles to their circuits. On the campus

they are the leaders in athletics, dramatics, and other extra-curric-

ular activities. It is a joy and a privilege to work with this splen-

did group who will in a few years be the spiritual leaders of this

nation. Pray for me that I might be worthy of the task that is

mine.

My second job is with a group of over three hundred students

of about high school age in the Granbery proper. To these stu-

dents I teach the Bible, dividing them into nine groups and meet-

ing each group once a week. This is perhaps one of my greatest

opportunities, and yet one of my most difficult jobs. Probably

seventy-five percent of these students had never seen a Bible be-

fore entering Granbery! Furthermore most of them had been

taught from early childhood that it was a sin to read the Bible,

for as you probably know the Roman Catholic Church forbids its
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people to read the Bible. The students therefore come with a

deeply prejudiced attitude, and many of them resent having to

take Bible. In addition to this all other subjects are given official

approval by the government, Bible being the only one that does not

count toward the government requirements. This means that the

Bible classes lose prestige from this angle also. It is certainly

a challenging task.

My third job is as pastor of one of our churches in a small

town fifty miles from here. I have an assistant who goes three

times a month, while my appointments are usually only once a

month. The members are so scattered that some of them have to

walk ten or fifteen miles to attend services and return home again.

Ours is the only Protestant church within many miles. There are

three Catholic churches in the same town, but only one of them is

in use, and I have heard many stories of corruption in it. Be-

sides our main church we have three or four preaching places in

the surrounding territory. There are many things I could tell

you of this circuit, but they will save for another time.

Charles Clav.

HUCKABEE OPENS FUKUSHIMA CENTER

On November 7th, 1936, the Fukushima Social Evangelistic

Center in Hiroshima, Japan, dedicated its new building. This

is the project under the direction of Weyman Huckabee for which

the religious organizations of Duke University, including the

School of Religion, are raising funds. The organizations hope to

secure $600 a year for the current expense fund of the Center.

Upon learning of this decision at Duke. Huckabee wrote:

Fifteen minutes ago a letter came from Dr. Wasson stating that he

and Dr. Cram had agreed to send for my social evangelistic work the

special funds you will raise at Duke. I am writing just this note to say

I am too happy for words. It's just another door opened by friends

and God.

In The World Outlook for October Huckabee described the

history of this project as follows

:

In February, 1935, a visit was made to Mr. Matsumiya, the Execu-

tive Secretary of the School of Japanese Language and Culture in

Tokyo, and he was told of the work we were doing in our slum district

in Hiroshima and was asked if he could get an introduction to some

of the officials in the department of social service in Tokyo from whom
we might get an introduction to someone in the Hiroshima prefecture

office. This sounds like a roundabout way of making a contact, and

it is. hut it is the oriental way, and out here it proves to he effective.
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Mr. Matsumiya took me to see Mr. Hara, the Executive of all so-

cial work organizations in Japan, and a friend of Mr. Matsumiya's

father. After a talk with Mr. Hara, who was not a Christian but a

graduate of Yale and sympathetic, he arranged the next day for us to

meet Mr. Satake, of the Hiroshima prefecture office, who was in Tokyo
on business. After this introduction and upon our return to Hiroshima,

we found that we were able to get what we needed, co-operation from
the prefecture office. Six months later we had received from this

office recognition of our work, and this alone at once eliminated taxes,

and in the future will provide a small annual gift from the prefecture

budget of social welfare.

In July a second visit was made to Mr. Hara in Tokyo to report our

progress, and in the course of the conversation he suggested that we
try to get funds from some private foundations, and offered to give us

a card of introduction to Mr. Hisada, one of the managers of such a

foundation. This was accepted, and an effort was made at once to see

Mr. Hisada, but such an engagement could not be made until Septem-

ber, at which time Mr. Matsumiya arranged for Dr. Obata, Secretary

of the Japanese-American Association, to go with me as an interpreter.

We went together to the office of the Harada Seki Zen Kai and found

Mr. Hisada to be a quiet man, yet one who was sympathetic and patient

with our request. We had nothing in writing, but told of our work
with the "Eta" or outcaste class of Japanese in Hiroshima and asked

for help, mainly for the nursery which at that time had been running

a little more than six months. After the presentation, Mr. Hisada told

us that we were facing several difficulties. One, he said, was the fact

that they made it a practice to give help only to organizations which

had been running three years, at least ; two, they did not give funds

for current expenses; and three, their funds for 1936 had been appro-

priated. "But," he added, "present your claim. We make it a point

always to listen kindly to every appeal which is made to us."

Another fact came out in this first interview which was prized

as highly as the gift which came later, and that was what Mr. Hisada

said about Christian organizations in Japan, with which their founda-

tions had had relationships. His words were these, "We have given

money to many Christian organizations in Japan, and not once have

we been disappointed."

A month passed, and I learned that Mr. Hinohara, president of the

Girls' School in Hiroshima, was going to Tokyo and that he would go
with me to see Mr. Hisada to present our definite request. A telegram

was sent to Tokyo for an interview with Mr. Hisada, and it was
granted. Arriving in Tokyo, we asked Dr. S. H. Wainwright, of our

Mission, to go with us. He stands high among the foreigners in Japan,

having been decorated by the Emperor for the work he has done dur-

ing his almost fifty years in Japan. We were met kindly again, and
as I read our request Mr. Hinohara interpreted it, and afterward he
and Dr. Wainright added a few words regarding our work.
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After an hour of questions we were told that the matter would be

investigated and a report would be made at a later date. As we left

the office, I must say now. I was a little discouraged. I remembered that

a few months before a friend of mine in Kyoto had asked for ten

thousand yen, and after eight months of waiting and investigation he

had received a thousand yen from this same foundation. But I re-

membered also that a few months before we were told twice by telegram

that we could not get a nurse from St Luke's Hospital in Tokyo to

open our work, but finally one was sent. So my hopes rose a little.

In our appeal we asked for forty-five hundred yen. It was to go to

build a public bath for children, a sun-house for our babies, the salary

for two years of a nurse for home-visiting, a fund of fifteen hundred

yen to open new work in another *'Eta" village in the city, and a small

sum for playground equipment, and an amount sufficient to buy three

sewing machines.

I was advised by Dr. Wainright and Mr. Hinohara to reduce the

sum of our request to three thousand yen when I sent in the Japanese

translation of the request which we had made. This was done a few

days after my return to Hiroshima. The material with a few pic-

tures was mailed one morning. But before this was done, Mr. Utsuno-

miya, pastor of Fraser Church, and I had a prayer and asked that

God's will might be done.

A month ago, while Bishop Moore, Dr. Quillan, and Miss Mac-
Kinnon were here, and we were about to leave to make a visit to

Marquis Asana, the only living Daimyo in Japan, Mr. Hinohara came
to the car which was waiting for us and announced that he had re-

ceived, just a few minutes before, a registered letter which announced

that the Harada Foundation had granted us a gift of four thousand

five hundred yen and that we were free to use it as we desired.

All we could say was, "Again God has opened a door." This

foundation was established by Mr. Harada, a Buddhist, who died some

fifteen years ago and who was worth over a hundred million yen but

left practically nothing to his family. He never used modern con-

veniences in his home, so that he could save and establish a fund of

this kind. When he was ridiculed for burning candles while others

used electric lights and was questioned about this practice, the only

answer he gave was, "Some day you will understand why I live as I

do." He was born in a home of poverty, and now when he was able

he intended to make life a little easier for those who had to suffer

likewise. The gift which was made to us. though comparatively small.

Christ can take and bless, and the children of the slum can have rest,

proper nourishment, protection from disease, and can be taught the

love of their Father in heaven because Mr. Harada showed the spirit

of Christ in his unselfish giving of what he had and was to projects

which would help to remove from many the pains of poverty, sickness,

and fear.
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NOTES ON RECENT BOOKS

In this section attention will be called to new books which can

be recommended as being likely to prove of special value to min-

isters and others particularly interested in religious questions. No

attempt will be made to take notice of all the principal volumes

coming from the press or to review extensively even those which

are mentioned. A brief notice of a book here means that it is

accounted worthy of more than ordinary consideration.

The Missionary Education of Young People. John Irwin. New York:

Missionary Education Movement of the United States and Canada,

1935. 182 pp. $1.00.

This is the latest publication in the series of handbooks for leaders

of missionary education. Books of similar character for the missionary

education of beginners, primaries, juniors, and intermediates have

appeared. No more practical texts than these are available, and Mr.

Irwin's book is probably the best of the series. J. C.

Christianity Tested: Its Significance for Modern Missions. Oscar

MacMillan Buck. New York : The Abingdon Press, 1934. 257 pp.

$2.00.

This is a new and stimulating presentation of the philosophy of

missions. Professor Buck insists that Christianity is being tested in

mission fields of Asia and suggests that its success in this testing time

will depend upon the extent to which the missionary enterprise is able

to present those features of Christianity which non-Christians regard

as unique, and which, therefore, supply needs of which they are con-

scious. This, he thinks, is a reversal of the practice of presenting

those phases of Christianity which Christians consider to be unique

and good for the non-Christian world. J. C.

Man the Unknown. Alexis Carrel. New York: Harper & Brothers.

1935. xv + 346 pp. $3.00.

This book has attracted a great deal of attention and deserves it.

Dr. Carrel, from the standpoint of a scientist, insists that science and

medicine, as well as religion, must take into consideration the fact that

man is a composite character, made up of both soul and body, and that

neither can be neglected in dealing with the other. This book is a very

stimulating approach on new lines to the question of the spiritual nature

of man. J. C.

The Last Puritan. George Santayana. New York: Charles Scribner's

Sons, 1936. Pp. 602. $2.75.

A distinguished poet and philosopher, born of Spanish parents and

reared in the United States, retired as a professor of philosophy in
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Harvard a quarter of a century ago, and at last wrote "a memoir in

the form of a novel," in which all the characters talk philosophy in the
language of the author and thereby present the many philosophical in-

terpretations which have been weighed in the author's mind. Although
the book offers no satisfactory solutions, it is well worth reading for
its kaleidoscopic view. G. T. R.

The Christian Message for the World Today—A Joint Statement of
Ten Writers. New York: Round Table Press, 1934. Pp. 203. $1.50.

An attempt at diagnosis of world conditions and a statement of the

Christian message with its remedy. Communism and nationalism are

described as dangerous rivals of Christianity, and capitalism is re-

garded as inconsistent with the Christian gospel. Christianity is com-
pared with other religions and presented as the onlv universal and final

faith. G. T. R.

Jesus and the Word. Rudolf Bultmann. New York: Charles Scribner's

Sons, 1934. Pp. 219. $2.00.

A noted German scholar, who places himself among the "crisis

theologians," finds the significance of Jesus solely in the fact that he is

God's word to man commanding repentance and obedience in view of

the wholly future kingdom of God which God himself will bring in

without the aid of man. This book is rich in New Testament scholar-

ship and is well worth studying on that account. Unlike most writers

of the Barthian school, Bultmann takes a radical view of the person of

Jesus and rejects the traditional Christology. G. T. R.

Methodism and Politics, 1791-1851. E. R. Taylor. Cambridge : Uni-
versity Press, 1935. xi + 227 pp. $2.50.

The Thirwall and Gladstone Prize Essay of 1933. A scholarly work
dealing with an important issue in English political, religious and eco-

nomic life. What was the political outlook of the English Methodists

at the death of John Wesley? Would the followers of Wesley be

Liberals or Conservatives ? Would the Methodists accept the Anglican
or the Nonconformist viewpoint? These and other similar questions

are answered by Taylor. P. N. G.

Centennial History of Arkansas Methodism. A History of the Meth-
odist Episcopal.Church, South, in the State of Arkansas, 1815-1935.

James A. Anderson. Benton, Arkansas : L. B. White Printing Co.

xvi + 556 pp. $3.00.

A History of Methodism in Kentucky. Vol. 1. From 1783 to 1820.

W. E. Arnold. Winchester, Ky. : Herald Press, lv. 429. $2.00.

Two typical denominational histories. Anderson brings the his-

torical account of Southern Methodism in Arkansas up to 1935. Ar-
nold's book stops with 1820 but a second volume is promised within
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the present year. Anderson has given a veritable source book of in-

formation concerning Arkansas Methodism. Arnold has relied largely

upon Redford's History of Methodism in Kentucky. It is to be re-

gretted that both authors did not give more attention to the social and

economic factors affecting the progress and program of Methodism in

Arkansas and Kentucky. P. N. G.

Religion Renounces War. Walter W. Van Kirk. Chicago: Willett,

Clark and Company, 1934. 262 pp. $1.50.

A thorough presentation of the official pronouncements of churches

and religious organizations, chiefly in the United States, in regard to

war. The chapters deal with the relation of church and state, the cause

and cure of war, armaments, the traffic in arms, the rights of con-

science and the international war system. An invaluable source book

for preachers on this critical issue. E. R.

Things That Are Caesar's: The Genesis of the German Church Con-

flict. Paul Banwell Means. New York : Round Table Press, Inc.,

1935. 288 pp. $2.50.

A history of the relations of church and state in Germany under the

Hohenzollen empire, the Republic and Nazi regime. The work was

done in consultation with Professor H. L. Friess. A clear and concise

statement of the origin and character of the present conflict between

the Nazi government and the churches of Germany. E. R.

Abraham, Prince of Ur. W.G.Hardy. New York : Dodd, Mead and

Co., 1935. 376 pp. $2.50.

A novel which attempts to present Abraham in the setting which

the newer history and archaeology have provided. This is its chief

value. The book frankly rationalizes the supernatural elements of the

Biblical story. The character which the writer gives to the patriarchs,

while probably nearer the historical truth, is much less attractive than

that given by later generations in the narrative of J E. E. R.

Which Way For Our Children? Alberta Munkres. New York:

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1936. 198 pp. $2.00.

A splendid handbook for parents and teachers who wish a readable,

non-technical treatment of such vital topics as "Teaching Children

About God" ; "Introducing Children to Jesus" ; "Using the Bible with

Children" "Exploring the Realm of Prayer" and "Guiding Children in

Social Relationships." H. S. S.

Creative Society. John Macmurray, 1936. 347 Madison Avenue, New
York: Eddy and Page. 113 pp. 15 cents.

This booklet by Professor Macmurray of the University of London

is provoking vigorous discussion in many parts of the world. It sets
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forth in clear, sparkling language the relation of Christianity to Com-
munism. Every alert student of current social change will find this

rewarding reading. H. S. S.

God and the Common Life. Robert Lowry Calhoun. New York

:

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1935. 303 pp. $2.50.

No recent book surpasses Calhoun's treatment of God as immanent
in the world, yet transcendent. To get the most out of the current re-

ligious conversations of Wieman and Calhoun one should master this

work. Tough reading, but mind-building. H. S. S.

American Philosophies of Religion. Henry Nelson Wieman and Ber

nard Eugene Meland. Chicago: Willett, Clark and Company, 1936.

370 pp. $3.00.

This book grew out of an effort to interpret current trends in

American religious thought to student groups. The views of more
than fifty authors, from Royce to Ames and the Niebuhrs, are here set

in their relationships to one another and to their cultural environment.

An illuminating portrait, well done. H. S. S.

A Man in Christ: The Vital Elements of St. Paid's Religion. James
S. Stewart. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1936. 332 pp. '$2.50.

This series of lectures, delivered on the Cunningham Foundation at

the University of Edinburgh, presents an interpretation of Paul the key

to which is the mystical concept of his being "in union with Christ."

Paradoxically, the author finds that Paul introduced no innovations

into the religion of Jesus, justifying this position by the observation

that "Jesus was never anything else but central" to Paul's religion.

K. W. C.

His Witnesses. Studies in the Book of Acts. Andrew Sledd. Nash-

ville: Cokesbury Press, 1935. 240 pp. $1.25.

Professor Sledd has here provided a helpful, clarifying discussion

of the drama recounted in Acts. It is not a typical and technical com-

mentary, but rather a treatment with large free strokes presenting

stimulating suggestions for the better understanding of the book.

K. W. C.

The Theory of Social Work. Frank J. Bruno. Boston. D. C. Heath

and Co., 1936. Pp. xiv + 646. Price $4.00.

The director of the School for Social Work of Washington Uni-

versity here presents the latest available information concerning the

causes and scientific treatment of such social service problems as ill

health, venereal disease, alcoholism, mental deficiency, mental diseases,

family problems, transiency, housing, recreation, poverty, unemploy-

ment and social insurance. H. E. J.
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