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Of the follawing interefling novel, it may be
proper to obferve, that it had confiderable influ-
#uce i producing two memorable decrees of the
NATIONAL CONVENTION, —the one
authorifing IDIVORCE,— the ather allowing
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‘Dororry DE VARMONT, to EMILY
. .. DE VarmonT.

b S

Providence'Convent, May 11, 1482,

BEWAIL my fate, my dear Emily!
bewail your own! You have no lenger
a fifter! There now exifts no further
conneétion between your fifter and the
world, than that of Ler regret,—of
her regret which will 12% as long asher
life itfelf. :

- Tt was. this, morning . ... Gracious

God! already it appears to me an age

— awhole age of i'uﬂ'ering! ..o yes, this
- Vor. L. B
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morning Itook the veil | the gternal fa-
crifice is.confummated. T

It was not without a cruel intention,
that, on the very day which witneffed
the departing fighs of our father; his
widow — who no longer deferves that
I fhould beftow on her any other appel-
lation — caufed you to be torn away
~ fram the convent, where we might at
leaft, my deareft Emily, have mingled
- our fighs together. To weaken, fhe
found it neceflary to feparate us:—
united, we fhould have been lefs eafily
fubdued. Not that I am vain enough
to fuppofe that your firm and coura-
geous counfels would have fufficiently
prote€ted me againft the violence of our
common enemy, and efpecially-againft
myfelf — againft myfelf, who,. unable
on any occafion to get the better of my
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timidity or my terrors, have never view-
ed the countenance of my father’s wife,
without fighing or fhuddering in her
prefence. Too well I feel, that, by a
fingle word, by a look, Madame De
Varmont would have fcared away my
firmeft refolves. Sooner or later, in
fpite of all. your efforts, and under
your very eyes, the would have fucceed-
ed in dragging her vi&tim to the altar.
But then that accumulation of wretch-
ednefs would itfelf have afforded me
one powerfal motive of confolation —
the day of my oppreflion would have
been that of your deliverance. Ah!
can it be fuppofed that the well-found-
ed averfion you entertain for that life of
- liftlefs laffitude, of moping indolence,
and utter dereli€ion, which is called the -
monaftic life, would not have turned
to downright hatred, when you had
B2
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witnefled the deep defpair which feized
on the wretched Dorothy at the mo-
ment when the was compelled to facrifice
herfelf for ever? And if once they had
fo far fucceeded as to make you wear
even for a fingle hour that fatal habit,
- that funereal drefs, to which you faw
your fifter condemned for.a whole year
— now, alas! for ever —if they had
fo far fucceeded, by what means would |,
they ever have been able to force me
to pronounce thofe laft vows, which,
in {pite of my heart, I uttéred in mur-

murs with my lips, and which my bro-
~ken fighs would perhaps have prevent-
ed you from hearing ?

She ftood by, neverthelefs— that wo-
man, who is faid to be your mother
and mine. — No! fhe is not our parent !
Did fhe nurfe us? did fhe rear us ? —
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On the contrary, her hatred ever kept
us at a diftance, and unceafingly per-
fecuted us.” It was for her fon — fox

“her fon alone —sthat fhé referved the
nutriment of her breaft, her every care,
her undivided tendernefs : —nor were
her affeftions mifplaced : for, my heart
forebodes that he will prove himfelf the
worthy fon of fuch a mother.

My deareft Emily, beware of your
brother! Scarcely arrived at his twen-
tieth year, he has already feared his
heart againft the touch of compaffion :
nor does the drop of fenfibility ever
. moiften his eye. Could you conceive
~ that ‘he aflifted at the dreadful cere-
mony ! He came to witnefs the facri-
fice of his fifter! He beheld it without
the alteration. of a fingle feature ! The
vaulted dome re-echoed a-while with

B3
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- my mournful fighs:i—T faw ftrangers

© 'melt with pity: my mother herfelf turn-
ed pale : bit young Varmont remained
tnmoved. — Gracious God ! I tremble
in anticipating his doom ! what future
fate hatt thou in referve for him ? what
dreadful mieafure of crimes is lie de-
ftined to fill? -

May this image of my poignant an-
guifh be ever prefent to your mind, iy
deareft Emily : may it. inceflantly keep
you in a ftate of watchful alarm ! For-
get not for one moment that the fate
by which I am overwhelmed, is alfo

- preparing for. you.—I know you are
not fo weak and timid as your unfortu-
nate fifter. I would fain hope that you
will courageoufly repel their criminal
folicitations, — that you will fpurn at
their inhuman - entreaties, and defpife
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their deteftable menaces. But it is.againﬁ:
their infidious artifices that 1 thought it
neceffary to forewarn and arm you. I
think them capable of praifing the
bafeft of flratagems. If they tell you,
Emily — if they dare to tell you, that
Dorothy paffes her days in peace and
content,—f{how them this letter, bathed
with my tears, and figned with my
blood.
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MapsMg DE VarMONT to EMiLy.
’ Pans, May 135.

-

A FEW days ago, your fifter em-
braced that ftate which was the only
one fuitable to her fortune and -her fa-
- mily : you will not long- delay to imi-
tate fo laudable ar},example,;
. .Sofullyam I convmced of‘ybur will-
ingnefs to take that ftep, that I have
juft difmiffed all your mafters. I did not
think the inhabitant of a convent could
bave any occafion for mufic or dancing :
nor do I conceive any greater neceflity
~ that fhe fhould be thoroughly verfed in
foreign languages : and as to your na-
tive tongue, you already poffefs more

\*. .
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.

abfence from Breft, where I was chain-
ed down by tHe. duties of my fation. I
arrived too late to embrace your re-
veg_ed father, —too late to refcue your
elder ﬁﬂer,—fbut not too late to de-
feud you.

He qmtted me, my dear Dorothy,
without further explanation. .,
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EMiLY to DoroTHY.
1gth May, 11 in the morning.

LET me tell you, Dorothy— He re-
newed his vifit this morning: and here
follows the aftonithing - declaration he
~ made to me —= '

“ I come to atk you, Madam, whe-
ther you would prefer the marriage
vows to thofe of the convent, and en-
tertain no particular averfion to my per-
fon. This is the utmoft I can expe&
of you,— I have fo feldom enjoyed the
happinefs of fecing you, and am fo lit-
tle known to you. But what I fay of
myfelf- with refpe to you, I muft alfo
fay of you with refpeét to myfelf.—To
- declare that I adore you, would be a
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falfehood to ‘which you could not givé
credit. The truth is this— whatever
intereft your youth and misfortune are
capable of exciting in the heart of man,
- ==that intereft I feel. No doubt, you
aré-formed by nature to infpire a more
lively fentiment: and it is probable I
fhall in time experience it: but that is
a circumftance for which 1 cannot ven-.
ture to pledge myfelf beforehand. How:
many women, perhaps not inferior. to
you in beauty, have never kindled an
ardent paflion in the breatt of our fex,
“and yet have not been the lefs happy
on that account? All, therefore, that.
I can promife you, in cafe my offers are.
not rejeéted, is, that many wives who
think themfelves idolifed, will have lefs
reafon than you, to be pleafed with the
behaviour of their hufbands ¢ for; next’
to my country, my wife fhall ever be
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the objet of my tendereft care and af-
fection.” ‘ ‘

The extraordinary man who thus ad-
drefled me, had juft rifen from his feat:
and your fifter, my dear Dorothy, rapt:
in aftonifhment which could only be:.
equalled by her confufion, continued, V
in a liftening attitude even after he had-
ceafed to fpeak.—After a fhort interval
of filence, he thus refumed —

~ <¢ There is but one circumftance that

Iregret ; whichis, that I can allow you:
only a few hears to’deliberate. But my.
time is fhort : my fhip awaits me.; -and.
" the voice of my country fummons me
to-war. . Deliberate, —make up your
mihd between this and the evening : —.
in the evening I fhall..come to receive
your anfwer.. If it be favourable to my
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than fufficient of it to enable you to
pronounce your vows.

. To. morrow morning I fhall fend for
the chief part of your clothes. — Your
father took pleafure in infpiring you
with a tafte for luxury, and with co-
quettith notions, which it is abfolutely
neceffary that you fhould now lay afide.
Befides, what ufe could you hencefor-
ward, have for fuch a coftly wardrobe ?
Within a week at fartheft, you are to
wear the novicial habit. —If you hap-
pen to entertain a repugnance to the
ftate for which you are deftined, ftill it
is, not me you are to blame for having
. forced you to embrace it:— your re-
proaches are folely due o the memory
of Monfieur De Varmont, whofe foolifh
extravagance has fo reduced the fam:ily,
property, that the remnant which has
B s L
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fallen to my poffeflion will be hardly
fufficient .to provide an eftablithment
for my dear fon — that valuable youth,
who is the fole- confolation - of his mo-
ther — the only hope. of the family.
On the other hand, your fifter and you
mvariably affeéted to idelife your father.

~But why fhould T be furprifed at fuch
conduét ? It was but natural that you
fhould both adore him, fince he was
the conftant torment and plague of my
life.

I have but a word more to fay to
you, Madam. I know you to be ad-
difted to arguing, indocile, obftinate :
but you will pleafe to remember that .
the tyraniie fway of your father is now
expired with his life ; — that I have the
command at prefent, and that I infift
on being obeyed.
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Emiry to Dororny.
Providence Convent, May 19.

BEHOLD, my dear Dorothy, a letter
from my mother, delivered to me in
the parlour this morning, -1 hafte to
“convey it to you, finge my two laft have
fafely reached you through the channel
" you had pointed out, and fince you
think that to be a fafe medium of com»
munication. -

The cruel commands of my mother
did not furprife me: but I could not
_ help being greatly aftonithed on recog-’
nifing the perfon who delivered them.
It was Monfieur Bovile, that young
- gentleman of tall flature, of advanta-
geous figure, of noble deportment,

+ B6
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“whom my father ufed to call his pupil,

— whom he fometimes invited to our
houfe, and whofe exp]onts he took a fin-
gular pleafure in relating, after his re-
turn from his laft cruife. « Ah!” faid
1 to him, * what a dreadful commiffion
they have charged yam to execute | —
you, Sir, —you, the. f¥iend of my fa-
ther!— Do you- think:-that in the laft
moments, of his life h‘é'f'i":'guld have learn-
ed without grief that fueh hafte would
be made to_open graves for his daugh-
" ters clofe befide his own ?”

-« I undetftand- you,” replied Mon-
fieur Bovile: « and to know your fenti-
ments in the fiift inftance, was my ear-
peft with. Do me the juftice,, Madam,
“to believe, that, on the firft- mtelhgence
of Monfieur De Varmont’s illnefs, I

exerted every effort to obtain leave of

R)
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wifthes, I inftantly fly to Madame Var.
mont,— obtain her .confent,— marry ’
you to-morrow —and depart the next
da'y.’-’. o -

He had taken his leave, and was go--
ing, but fuddenly returned —

" ¢ Do not,” faid he, < defer the exe-
cution of my projeéts uatil my return
from my cruife. —Madam, I do not
wifh to dedeive you: my profeflion is-
a dangerous one. Take my advice —
do not leave the peace and happinefs
of your life at the mercy of thofe perils
.by which mine is furrounded. What
could induce you to fuch a ftep ? — An
attention to decency ? — It would be
‘mifplaced, and unfeafonable: it is
wholly unneceffary in the prefent in-
ftance. Make your mind eafy on that
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fcore :—1 fhall never be.tempted to
harbour the thought that you were in
hafte to get married: but I fhall re-
queft your permiffion to believe that
you were in hafte to obtain your liberty.
--‘_Ti}l evening, Madam, adieu !”

Dorothy, my deareft Dorothy, aid
me with your advice. — What anfwer
fhall I give him 2 —1I think I ought not
- to hefitate : neverthelefs I ftand in.need
of countenance and fupport, -
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. DoroTHY to EMILY.

_19th ‘May, 2 in the afternoon.

EMILY, if my memory does not de-
ceive me, my father has rendered fome
fervices to that Monfieur Bovile :— but,
what a return does he now make for

t

them ! Have you not reafon to expe&t

the moft ftriking inftances of kindnefs
and affe@tion from a man: who is capa-
ble of repaying favours with fuch deli-
cate generof ity ¥« Accept his - offers :

- Bovile is entitled to an ‘invaluable

reward — let hirn obtain that reward in
the- poffeffion of Emily. — Accept his'
hand : your blifs will alleviate my mxf«-
fortune.
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BovirLEe to MapaMmE D’ETioLES.

" < 1gth"May, 7 in the afternoon.

YES, that Bovile, whom you on¢e fo
tenderly. loved. .. . pardon. me, .Eleo-
nora! this is the firft time that I have
dared to-wound your feelings by reviv-
"ing ideas which I fhall never more re-
call to ypur remembrance: . . . . that Bo-
vile, who fo ardently. fighed to obtain
you,, and who would, no doubt, have
- fucceeded’ in his purfuit, . if fathers
would but  grant - their -daughters to
thofe who beft deferve them by the ten-
dereft and moft refpeétful love.....
that Bovile, whofe defpair nearly coft
him his life, when you had been forced -
into the arms of another. .... that Bo-
vile, whom your commands alone could
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prevail on to endure an odious exif-
tence after fo'dire a misfortune, but

~ who fwore he would pafs the remain-
der of his days in celibacy, that he
might, undiftra&ted by any other ob-
je&,. ever adore the image at leaft of
his. Eleonora. . . . . that Bovile is on the
point of — marrying.

I believe I informed you in my letter

of yefterday that the woman whom I
deftined for my bride is poffefled of a
thoufand charms: but yox muft know,
much better than any other perfon up-
on earth, that it is not her charms that
have induced me to take this ftep.—
I am well aware..... and what re-
mark may not freely be made to you,
Eleonora, to. whom no remark is ap-
plicable, except fuch as is -honourable

- and flattering? ....T am well aware
. that nothing.is more fallacious than the



, *
22 EMILY DE VARMONT.

countenance of a young woman. I
know that the -handfomeft women are
feldom the beft ; and that even if fhe of
whom I fpeak were the very beft among
the fair, I ought not, without diffidence,
to engage in the marriage ftate in a
country where the bands of Hymenare -
tied with a knot whofe indiflolubility is
truly alarming. Neither am I ignorant
that a young couple ought at leaft to
be acquainted with each other’s difpofi-
tions, before they enter into an engage-
ment which death alone can diffolve.
Neverthelefs my heart tells me that I
am doing a praifeworthy deed in haft-
ening my marriage with this young
unknown, .who is the daugliter of my.
benefaltor, and whom I refcue from the
melancholy fate which awaits her: and
can an aftion which in itfelf is good;
ever produce the bitternefs of regret ?
Suppofe it not impoffible that this wo-
2 :
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man may one day behave to me other-
wife than fhe ought ! Under fuch cir-
cumftances, I fhall confole myfelf and
jutify my prefent condué by recalling
to mind the motives, which, at the mo-
ment of my forming the refolution, de-
prived me of the freedom of choice, and
even of refle€tion itfelf. What happi-
nefs, on the contrary—what confum-
. *wnate blis for us both — what an inex-
hauttible fource of delight — if I find
her poflefled of thofe virtues which I
have a right to expett, —if I meet
with the moft pleafing' reward of my
imprudent facrifices, in the objeét for
whom they are made! Befides, can
I, at this momentous crifis, indulge
any felfith confiderations ¢ Have I a
right to deliberate, when called on by
the voice of honour. to fulfil a duty?
And if I did take time for delibera-
tion, would it be either ftrange or un-
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- precedented if a reg;n'd fdr felf fhould
recommend ingratitude? - -

Eleonora! ' neither you nor-I fhall
ever forget that a ridiculous. and..dif-
couraging prejudice condemned me to
languifh in the obfcurity of an inferior
grade, where I fhould have dragged out
my exiftence, almoft ufelefs to my coun-
try. A worthy man had fufficient. peney»
tration to -difcover .my. flender . merit,
and made no inquiries concerning my
origin. Such of my officers as had no-
thing but their noble birth to recom-
mend them, endeavoured to prevent
me- from. becoming their equal. He
made'me their fuperior : he pronreted
me. in {pite of all the eftablithed’ pre- -
judices of ‘the.age, and {upported me
againft the machinations of envy. - Did
he, I afk, obey the ungenerous fuggef-
tions of felf-intereft, when, for my
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fake, he incurred the enmity of feveral
powerful men, and the general blame
of bis whole sotps? The magnanimity
which he difplayed in refufing to aban-
dan..me fo.my -enemies — was it lefs
great than that which fhould induce me
to marry his daughter !~ Eleonora }

~ that Monfiews Varmont was a man fu,

periot! to the age in which he lived.
Notwithfanding * private piques and
animofities, he will be regretted by the
naval corps. But it is I, above all —
it is [ who have the greateft reafon to
lament his pramatusedofs. Jtis to him I
sm indebted for my. fortune, my talents,
my fame¢ : t0 him I am indebted for
the, unexpefted happinefs of having,
young-as I am. rendered important fer-
vices to my country.

" I now fly to réceiy.e Emily’s anfwer,

Voir.I. C.
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i

Bovn.x to M&n.u&z D'Enox.n’s'. 1o
: BEN Ay e o i

1qth May, 11 ‘n‘mglw

HER anfwer was fhort and fn‘n‘ple-u
¥ Sir, if you know ‘any means-of pre-
_vailing on my mother to let me live in
fociety, I will live-in it, and devote alf
my care and attentmn to your hap-
pinefs.” : '
. P ST I
1 immediately flew to Madate Var-
mont.—Her fon was with:her~=At the
very firft words I fpoke, they both ap:
peared petrified with aftonifhment.-i
The young man haughtily atked ‘me
whether I had any pretenfions to nobi-
lity. — I anfwered — “-Yes! the ene-
mies of the ftate know and fea.r me!”
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The mother, with a difdainful air,
declared that it was perfe@tly ifidiffe-
rent to her whether the hufband- of her
daughter was a nobleman or a“¢om-
moner ; —  but you muft know, Siti"
added fhe, “ that I am by no means in-
clined to leave my fon unprovided-for.”

« Madam, I’l:equire no portion with
his fifter.— Nay, more, in order to
make your mind perfettly eafy on that
fubje&t, I confent to fign a receipt, ac-
knowledging that you have advanced
to me, as your daughter’s fhare of the
inheritance, the fum of .....”

« Two hundred. thoufand erowns,”
ha{tily added the generous brother.

“ Two hundred thoufamd crowns -
be it fo.” - ;

ca -
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% L it poffible,”. faid Madam Var-
“moat with an air of ftill greater afto-
nifhment than before, — ¢ is it poffible
that you can be fo ftrangely bewitched
with that little Emily ?”

. % 1 am not bewitched,” replied I: .
« but I recolle& that the was not rear-
ed up for the folitude of a cIonﬁ:er—
Her father..... ”

,. <« Her father I’ cried fhe. * Perifh
for ever his memory, and every thing
capable of recalling it to-my mind !

« What !—you heap curfes on your
. hufband ? By what crime has he deferv-
ed them 2”

“ What crime? — I have two daugh-.
ters by him !”
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¢ Gracious heaven !— But has he not
alfo given you that fon who is fo dear
to you " :

* My fon ? — By what right, Sir, do
you interrogate me? - Do you mean
to dive into my fecrets 2 Perhaps a day
may come when they fhall be revealed :
~ till then I will have them to be re-

fpelted.”

“ I came not, Madam, with a view

~_ to pry into them: I came to afk- l’hc

hand of Emily.” - b

¢ No !” replied the mother: ¢ let her
be difpofed of in the'fame manner with
her fifter: let an eternal barrier fepa-
rate us.”

Here the excellent youhg mdn agiin
Ci3z-
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thought proper to interrupt his mother :
“ Neverthelefs, Madam, if Monfieur
Bovile ack’nowledges the receipt of two
hundred thoufand crowns, the greateft
objeéhon to the marriage is dome

away.”

« Well !” faid fhe with an air of irre-~
folution, “ but fhe would ftill live in fo-
eiety: I fhould be expofed to the tor-
ment of feeing her !

My indignation was now wound
up to the higheft pitch. — ¢ Heaven
forbid, Madam!” cried I — ¢« Ne-
ver, negver will [ expofe you | to that tor-
ment.”

“ What fecurity will you give me ?”

~% Whatever you think proper.”
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. * Will you confent that your wife
fhall fpend the remajnder of her days
in a foreign land ?”

“ If neceffary —if you require it.”
- +.% % do require it.””;

1.5 Well -] pledge my word. of ho-
nour that your haplefs- daughter thall
quit her native city in two days, and
ber country: within a waek,” '

% Never more toreturn 2% .

“ I perfeétly well ﬁndcrﬁana that
fuch is your intention.”

« What fecurity fhall I have for the
performance of your promifes ?”

C 4
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“« A wntten bbhgatxon, with @ pe~
nalty of a hundred. thoufand. crowns in
cafe of failure.” S

% Jeta nbtary be fent for.”

During this dreadful converfation,
the youth repeatedly kiffed his mother’s
hands. — The notary arrived ;.and bOth
the deeds were cxecuted. )

. Y

Eleonora! I claim both your pity -
and your applaufe : — when this letter
reaches your hands, 1 fhall' be wlre!idy
A hufba.nd.
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MapaAME D’Enox.ns to Bovxt.x-:.
Tours, May 24y

WHERE is the woman, generous Bo-
vile, who is fo infenfible to the charms
of a noble deed as not to applaud your
condu&? In another man, 1 fhiould have
admired it : in yox, it does not even fur-
prife me.—~How 1 pity that young
Varmont{ What a prmifhmhent alréady
entailed on him for ‘his hatred to the
charming Emily !« How truly happy
might he be, if his heart wese. not cal-
lous to'‘every natural feeling! How
many motives, direftly contrary, would
amy other brother have in his fituation,

for rejoicing to fee you marry his fifter ¢

And then, what a mother is that
Cs
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- Madame Varmont | Happily, nature
does not.often produce fuch. -

Without i;xtending it, Bovile, you
have afflited me beyond meafure. Re-
ceive thefe confidential effufions of my
foul ; for I will not conceal from you
any of my fufferings except thofe which
I am not permitted to difclofe.

. .That young Varmant is looked upon
as a worthlefs charater: — I was not
ignorant of this; but I was far from
thinking *him fo -defpicable. — Well,
my elder brother is his. friend: a cir-
* .cumftance which gives me great unea-
finefs. Murville undoubtedly poffefles
- an excellent heart: but how many -
excellent hearts. have been corrupted
by dangerous and improper connec-
tions ! '
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I have one favour to requeft of yeu.
Murville is in the navy as well as you:
it muft be eafyfor you to fall in with
him. :§eek him, outs contralt an ac-
quamtance thh l\lm "% hen. once, by
your virtuous ‘¢xample, you are enabled
to prote€t him againft the counfels of
your brofher-in-law, my mmd wnll be
at eafe.

, Your brother-m-]'aw {— already.? —
you are already mamed ? —Ah! T may
that umon aﬁ'ord you a compenfat.xon
—Ah! may you be as happy—-.as I
am . ... fatisfied with your conduét. i
Weep,. Bovnle—-Bovnle—they are, the
tears ‘of tend’ernefs—of that efteem
with whlch my “foul i is penetrated —_
'Adxctﬂ maX bappxnefs attend you, :

-1

R cCe6t" ....a;;.
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- ey .

B »-"”'

Emiry to Dororny, ..

lnﬁ 28th- Maj, ¢'in thc'xfteﬁf&én.

”,$

0 God!' a]mnghty Cod who' fearch-
‘eft the inmoft recefles of the heart,

thou knoweﬁ that we Eave not deferVed
her hatred. s

Dorothy ! my deareft Dorothy ! fhe
infifted that ljbould quit France —that
¥ fhould abandon my fifter — that | my

exile and our feparatwn {hould be etqr-
nal' R

AT YRR R | S

of the cu’cumﬁance-—-at the critical
moment when we were . on the pmqt
of embarkation. Urged by my preff-
ing folicitations, my hufband could no
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jon ger coricéal from me:the dmadful fes

cret.. TR SO N A

+.And fee; at the fame time how a
wounded imiagination is-haunted by tors
inentiiig phantems of its;6wn creatipnl
I had juft rdoeived the cruel inteHi-
gonce; and, immerfed in deep dejeltion,
fat-refling on may clbow at the window,;
and’' fthedding tears. . .Aiiyoung ‘mad
flopped. inthe firéet. oppofite: ta my. as
partment,  and .viewed  me «with fuch
damef} httention ai for a moment to at-
tra&t- smy: notice.~~1 thought; : Doro.
thy, shat 1 difcovered "in "him . my
brather-; -and - was near fainting at the
fight., My eyes, however, involintarily
returned to the objett.of my tefrors ;us
bis back waiturned to me, and he 'was
gding away. ¥ I neverthele(s difcovered
oy :exror byroné infallible Prook s e my
3
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brothér- has: light-coloured _hair v th¢:
young man in queftion, quite dark. .1,

- A fow mihutes:more, and-we depart.
Fam fo. embark in-one of the meérchant
fhips of the- fleet that is-ta:be efcorted
by the fquadroa il which Bovile: comi
mands a frigate. He did not choofg
te expofe.me:on board a veffe} lielyito
beengaged: in’ combat.: e inteéndb.to
leave: me- incMartinique, shere!'he dras
fome pofleflions, and where: he expetty
every year: to: pafs. fome meonths with
‘me... Thére he will-devote o me évery
moment ‘that he can poffibly fpare front
the difehdrge. of -his .funfions: The
Almighty, ever ready to pity the uifors
tunate, had in referve for nie a coms
penfation for: my firft affli€tions... Hé
has granted it'—+he has given: meuthy
moft valuable df imen, the moft wirtuaus
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-of hufbands. But, to you,: my dear
Dorothy, what confolation remains ?
You now 'ftand fingle in the univerfe
— abfolutely fingle and friendlefs —
your only remaining friend was your
Afifter—and. fhe is tom from you, =~
Ah ! it is but too. tsue,. that on the day
of .my marriage I embraced you for the
laft. nme of our lives. :

- A letfer b— it is from . you-l haﬁﬁ
" to’'learn the contents. T

al”

Cayer
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anqmr to Euu.v. -

-

Rl ] .‘)1- oo

: Pzris, May 55.

Two dsys a.go, my : dear Emi]y,

~ a few hours after-our laft adicux and.
your. depatture — the fon of Madame

Varmont — yes, Madame - Varmout <=

"tis the only name to which fhe is hence-.
forward entitled from You- and miet——

her fon does not deferve:a mote tendes.

appellation than herfelf — the fon pof-

fefles no further claim upon me, any
more than the mother : 1 have now
neither parent nor brether: — the

whole current of my affeétion ~ fhail

now be turned towards my fifter, who is

as highly deferving as they are unwor-

thy of .it.— Monfiesr Varmont, -then,

~ Monfieur Varmont bad the:audacity
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to:pay’'me a vifit.", Before I cauld- dpes
iy Jips e reproach:-hism with his-eruel-
t#,'bis avarice,-his infatints :Ahirft, of
~ ‘Wealth; ta which he had foffered ot .ré
stheiridefired :that 1.(hould be facrificed,
wbefore 1 had time to: utter a fingle
wotd, he tlms addmﬁed mer=

-

0 96, 'Ynn m}l B0 ]onger nccn{e e of
ambmon o+ there: is: your fifter well -
“married, I hope. —«My fortune is dimi-
pithed above .one half. It was, never- _
thelefs, I who prevailed .on Madame
Varmoot s give that little Bmily a-for-
‘ttme ‘of fix hundradrthoufand hms P
1
mi{au had beiore xppnfed ma of the
<duditiods on whichi -the genetousBok
sile:had-obtdined your: hiand ;- you had
nbtoondeded fram me the tircuniftance
. wrhivh- he himfelf had:-becn obliged tb
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confeli'to: you at” the moment-when
yourwere : betrothéd to him « that-he
‘bad figned a:receipt for a fum whidh ke
¥ad neverireceised.: Conceive thép; af
you can,: what'an ‘effe€t. the. confident
’aﬂ'uran'c’e of :thdt Warmbont produded on
Eager to difcover.whether he-was.
"%apable of perfevering with unblufhing
‘effrontery in ‘maintainingiia fal{dhodbd,
and of . coolly fupportiag the: weightiof
an unmerited lencomium; I praifed.his
difintereftednefs, I éxtolled: his juftice.
~— Believe..me, Emily, ké long lifters
ed:to my praifes with-alk the ‘calm. f¢-
rénity: of eonfuiotis’ innocence, ‘all-that
modeft pride of innate virtue, which I
hiid"a few hours before obferved in Four
hulband; and odhich Ethoughtixacho. -
fivélycoonfined’ to: thole.whe aiethabis
tuated:: to1thedprattice dfinbble deeds.
But Tet dedinformhyrbuisrfof itils heché
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fary that I thould warn you, and fhow
You how cautioufly you o'l_xght,‘,on_eve;y
sccafion, to ftand on your guard, againft
the ,only. bug the bafeft -egeiny . that
you can have to. fear— let me inform
you of the obfervation he made in re-
turn for all my compliments, |

. % Certaigly,” faid he, ftrutting aboyt
_ the. apartment with ftately ftrides, and
‘wnth an air of confummate felf-compla-
cency, = ¢ Certainly, ’tis not without
a degree of regret that one parts with
fo conﬁderal,)!e a fum. - But why thould
uB-.,-r-vXour ﬁﬁcr,s ,conihtutxog |§ dch-»
cate : and if foe happens to die withoup
iffue, Bovile has fufficient property to
refund her‘ mgrmge pomon,

At thns lqﬁ trmt,‘ I ihud,derad] Mx
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indignation would have burft forth in a
torrent of opprobrious language : but {
retired, darting-on him- a fignificant
Jook, of which--he éould not fail pev-
feltly to comprehend the meanmg

This moment one of Madame Va!!-
mont’s domeftics came to afk me whe-

- ther I had feen his miftre(s’s fon the day
before yefterday. It feems he fet out
from Paris the moment after he had -
quitted me. “The only tircumitance
that is known refpefting him, is, that
he took poft-horfes, and was accompas
nied by a fingle fervant, the infolent
Lafleur, of whom he has made his cons.
fidant and bofom friend. Madame
Varmont, though long accuftomed to

~ fuch fudden difappearances of her fon,
feems neverthelefs to bé very uneafy .
ok the prefent bccafion, = probably be-

‘ .
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caufe he, in this inftance, quitted her
without bidding her -adieu. For my
part, too, my-dear Emily, 1 am afto-
nithed at.{uch extraordmary precxpxta-
tion, attended with fuch an air of myf-
tery. Had his obje been obly.one of
thofe parties of pleafure on 'whichihe
has often been known te -fpend whole
weeks, and at which wy father ufed te
appear fo difpleafed,, would he not
bave difclofed hig intentions to:his me-
ther, whom he as ever been accuffom~
ed to honour with his. confidential fe-
¢rets © — What - defigns, then, can: he
bave in -agitation 2 Whither. are his
fleps direfted with- fuch hafte 2 — But;
what intereft have 1 in his condu&?-Of
what cenfequende is it to the, provided
he be arily gone 1o fueha diffanceasnes
ver more to have it in Wis power to.alarm
- either you or me by his odious prefence ?
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Emw to Do,xoruv- C

o Bre& zSth May, 7 in the evemng

WHAT have I read ?—You have re-
doubled ‘the uneafinefs, the terror, by
which I'was agitated: ‘Can it in fat’
be Varmont, "who 'but ‘this moment
.. Heavens! what exquifite torture,
to fear.thofe whom - we would with ‘to
love !~ Qan it be Varmont? — I have -
often hedrd - that. there  is.an -art of
chianging 'the!colopr of the hair.— But,
even if it were he; furely he did not
come here on my.account. What bu-
finefs can he haverwith me? What fur-
ther demand. can' he have - againit hig’
fifier who is on the point of going into
perpetual exile ?"'What additional facri-
“fice can he require ?—1 know not:
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but I tremble, and fhall not feel my
mind at eafe till I am fafe on fhip-
board —; What!'~—on.:board that thip
which is_to tranfport me to where a |
bouiidlets extent of océan will ftparate
Emjly from _her. abandoned. fifter { evp -
Ahl cxcuﬁ, . my; dear Dorothy, exqule;
the glogmy prefages which haver, a-,
sound my, frighted nnagmatgon. ooen T
Tdoila ool IR IS N U
Cru¢1 Varmont v be looks forward to
my dca;h ! pprt?aps he withes. £or 1t -T-he
wilhes:. for it, as the opportunity of rob-
bing Bovxlc by ap-adk of capfqmmatq wil-
lany ‘—-—I ﬂ\all qpmmumcatp ;be whole
affair tq my hu(band Itis 3 duty I owe
> him, — Dorothy, my; deare& Dorothy,
the. wind comes . fair — the . captains
hurry the . depasture, «of. thc fleet —
Adxeu' Ad;eu' SRR RN

el
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e _i L:d

Mvnvnnz {0 V!nuom*. D

~e

’ Chateauhn, zgth May, 7 m tbc evemngd

5

SO' Monfieur Varmont'! — How lbng
is it fince you have’ brought ydurféff
~ to confent to remain in a tevwn where
I am, without paying me a vifft PhtRf
how long is it fince your hair, whlch I
have feen of a bright red, has tumed to
a dlfguﬁ'mg black *—In fpite of ‘your
aukward. difguife,” 1~ recogmfed you'
~ Mafter Jupiter-: ‘and if you'will i inquire,
of your Mercm‘y Monﬁeur Laﬂeur, ha!
~ cah tell yoi ‘whether or not' fy eye
poffefles - any {klu in phyfiognomy. —
He attempted to play off his’lies and
fubterfuges; and would maintdin to my
face that I was miftaken in ‘fuppofing
I had feen either you or him. But
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my cane, brandithed over his thoulders,
extorted from him the confeffion that
he was the real Sofias, and that youw
were attually in Breft, as I had fufpeét<
ed, alting the part of Amphitryo. I
hope, my dear friend, that you will not
delay a moment to favour me with the
name of the fair one who is the caufe
of your metamorphofis.

- On the whole, however, your varlet
- of a footman concluded by putting a
trick on me. He gave me a wrong
dire€tion! Laft night I fought you
through the whole town ; but you were
no where to be found : and this morn-
ing before day-light, being recalled
home by urgent bufinefs, I fet out from
Breft, wifthing my flippery friend the
worft of all poffible fuccefs in his ad-
venture. ‘
Vor. I. D
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You are furprifed that I have as yet
got no farther than Chateaulin? Let
me tell you, then, that I feem born for
fortunate adventures as well as you.
At the break of day, between Breft and
Doulas, I picked up a treafure —1I
found a charming young creature on
the high road. — You will perhaps afk
what brought her there ! — My dear
friend, fhe was on her way, gently and
quietly, to—the other world : and,
had not my poftillion kept a watchful
eye before him, he would have expe-
dited her journey—he would have
driven right over her. I fhould have
been inconfolable for the accident.
Only conceive, that, notwithftanding;
fhe was in a fwoon, almoft locked in
the cold embrace of death, her hands
fmeared with blood, her face disfigured.
with fcratches and bruifes, the fill dif-

\
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. played a thoufand charms!.. .. Surely,
. the fweet girl muf, in her natural ftate,
poflefs tranfcendent beauty !

But, who had reduced her to the fi-
tuation in which I found her? — Some
favage beaft, no doubt : for it is impof-
fible that fuch charms as hers fhould
not have djfarmed the moft barbarous
of men. — To whom does fhe belong ?
— As yet I know not:— fhe cannot
fpecak. But what I am moft anxious to
know, is, whether fhe be a maid or a
wife; Hawever, let her only recover
{peedil, and I fhall fpeedlly afcertain

that pomt 4 LLE *
il o )

* » » » »

- oL

» » ‘o . *
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In expeftation of that happy mo-
ment, and with a view to expedite its
arrival, I took the fair wanderer into -
my poft-chaife, A relay of horfes was
in readinefs for me beyond Doulas;
and moreover, I fhould not have been
able to find a furgeon in that wretched
village : I therefore drove on to Cha-
teaulin, where I write you thefe lines
near the bed-fide of my fair patient, —&
She fhows little fign of recovery. -

Already can I communicate to youw
a very fingular incident — While writ-
ing, I pronounced your name —eShe re-
peated it. — Eager' to hear the firft
words fhe fhould utter, I flew to the
bed-fide. She feemed to colleét all her
ftrength in order to view me with at-
tention —but uneafinefs amd anxiety
- were ftrongly depi€ted in her counte-

A .



EMILY DE VARMONT. 53

nance. *“ Varmont!” faid fhe: “ You
know him then?”

« Heis,” replied I, ¢ my intimate
friend.”

Suddenly fhe turned to the other fide
of the bed, as if afraid of me.

¢ Are you, then,” refumed I, ¢ ac-
quainted with Varmont ?”

I received no anfwer: the poor girl
was incapable of fpeech. But, notwith-
ftanding her again falling into a fwoon,
the furgeon, who on examination does
not find that the has received any dan-
gerous wound, expetts to reftore her in
a few days: and as to myfelf, I have
already taken my refolution : — here I
remain — await her recovery —take her

D3
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with me as foomas fhe can travel with
fafety : — fhe is well worth the trou.
ble. ' :

A-propos, Breft harbour has been
all in an uproar laft night. Some in-
ternal villains had attempted to fet fire
to the fleet and convoy that were ready
to fail. It is afferted that the Pallas
was atually on fire, but that the vigorous
exertions of the captain faved her. Bo-
vile is a prodigy of vigilance and ai-

.vity:—1 do not love him—but I
efteem him —and cannot help doing
him juftice. Happy would it be for
him, if all his enemies were like me:
— they are numerous, and implacable
in their hatred. I own to you, that,
when I was quitting Breft, I could
plainly perceive in the captains of the’
thips of war a difpofition of -mind
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which - prefaged no good to him. I
would bet a hundred to one that he
~ will not make a fuccefsful cruife. And
indeed what could have induced your
father to pick up a man from a mer-
chant fhip, to incorporate him with us,
to promote him over all our heads, and
fupport him in the rank of captain, in
fpite of wind and tide? To render a
man fervices in fuch a way, is in falt
condemning him to be, fooner or later,
" thrown overboard like another Jonas, -

~ Oh! I had nearly forgotten to tell

you that I was informed one of the .
merchant fhips was blown up. But I
prefume it wads only the exaggerated
account of ¥nfounded rumeur, Be
that as it may, I was prefled by urgent
bufinefs, and had not time to go: down
to the harbour; and inquire into the

D4
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particulars, The Pallas was fafe ; the
reft of the convoy was uninjured: that
ivas the moft material point: the fhip
blown up was only a merchantman!
and commercial affairs do not concern
me.

Adieu: I am now goaing to feel my
patient’s pulfe. If fhe was not deliri-
-ous when fhe repeated your ndme, — if
fhe is really acquainted with you, —
I ihall apprife you of the circumftance.
On your part, you muft inform me
what kind of woman fheris— what is
the moft adyantageous mode of con-
duéting my attacks — and what hopes
I may entertain of fuccefs. — But you
need give yourfelf no trouble on that
head. I'hope, that, by the time your
,anfwer'r‘comgs, there will no longer be
any hope in the cafe.. I am not fond of
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tedious fieges ; I always like to carry a
fort by ftorm.

As you have fo fnugly concealed
yourfelf in Breft, I fhall not fend this
letter to that town —I diret to you, as
ufual, at Paris,
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MuRrvILLE to VARMONT.

Chateaulin, May 30.

I BELIWVE fhe knows you: but.I
think the does not love you : 1 {uppofe
you have played her fome wicked
trick. -

She paffed the whole night in a very
feeble and'dejetted ftate. Thofe who
attended her couid not underftznd the
* incoherent difcourfes which fie uttered
with a feeble and fcarcely audible
~ voice. Sometimes, however, in thofe
fhort intervals when the paroxyfms of
fever gave her an increafe of firength, fhe
was heard to cry out « Fire ! Fire !” and
fuddernly, with frange inconfiftency,
fhe complained of & villain who 'was

9
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“ attempting to murder her, and throw-
ing her into the water.”

That fome daring youth fhould have
attempted to fet her in flames, is what
I can réadily conceive — I well con-
ceive what kind of flames they were :
and, provided he has not fucceeded, I
pardon him.— But, to murder her! to
drown her! to deftroy that mafter-piece
of nature’s art, and confign it to a wa-
tery grave!—if there exift in the
whole univerfe a man capable of har-
bouring the black defign, ’tis with rea-
fon fhe calls him a * villain.”” And,
till the attual exiftence- of fuch a mon-
fter is undeniably proved to me, I will,
for the honour of the human race,
maintain it to be impoffible.

Can you be acquainted with any
D6
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wretches of that defcription — you,
Varmont, whofe. name fhe cannot hear
mentioned without fhuddering ? —1I do
‘niot- think it in the fmalleft degree pro-
bable. But I think it extremely pro-
-bable that you may have innocently
formed defigns againft what {he, I pre-
fume, like other girls, calls her honour.
‘I fuppofe tco,.that, as you are not an
adept in the art of pleafing, your auk- -
ward advances were harthly rejected :
and then, my friend, you were over-
‘hafiy in calling in to"your aid the ap-
-plication of that-maxim which I know
to - be a favourite one with you,—
‘though, between you and me, I think
it favours a little of the ruffian, — that,
“ where gentle methods fail, force may
be employed.” In fuch a fituation, I
prefume that the terrified fair one, fee-
ing no door open for, her efcape, jumped

!
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out of the window. If unfortunately
any other accident befel her on the high
road where I found her, and at fuch an
early hour, fhe will certainly inform me
of it. But as to thofe flames which
furround her — thofe waves which pur-
fue her — that ruthlefs murderer who
ftabs her — all that is the mere produc-
tion of the fever. It is well khown
what gloomy pictures the mind pour-
trays, when the body is affetled. -

~ This morning fhe had juft opened

" her eyes, and recovered her recollec~

_tion, when [ revifited her chamber. She
afked me where we were.

« At Chateaulin, Madam,” replied I,

« Let me be conveyed to Breft,”
cried fhe, : :

P
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~

« It is impoflible, Madam, abfolute-
ly impafiible to convey you thither in
your prefent ftate.” '

¢ Should inevitable death be the
confequence, I am determined to re-
join the fleet.”

% The fleet has already failed.”

 Sailed !” exclaimed ‘fhe with a
fhriek, and inftantly fainted away."

This evening, fhe agam afked me
where fhe was.

¢ At Chateaulin, Madam.”

« But, Sir, who are you?”

“ My name is Murville.”
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Like an echo which only catches the
laft fyllables, and again and ‘again re-
peats them, fhe feveral times pronounc=
ed “.....ville!l....ville? colletted
all her remaining ftrength, — half raifed
herfelf in the bed —and, leaning on
her-elbow, prefented to my vicw her
charming figure. She fixed her eyes
aon me, with a look — fuch a look as
pervaded and meited the very foul
within me. Her countenance did not,
as yefterday, exhibit the expreflions of
terror, but of cagernc(s and joy :—=

..ville!.. . ville " faid the, in a moft
enchanting tone of voice —. « [ heard
only half the name: pray, GCCal it.”

« Murulle, M'ldam
' Fa'tigu'ed,“ probably, -with - this -firft

. effort; The could npt long bear the ex-
treme attention which fhe paid to me:
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I faw her fuddenly fink, and again fall
into a fwoon, -

Perhaps it is more natural to fuppofe
that the charming girl has fome attach-
ment — I cannot pretend to fay: of what

‘kind — but, to a certainty, it is an.at-.
tachment to fome happy man whofe-

name rhimes with mine. If thatbe the
cafe, fo much the better: it is already,
in the outfet, a moft fortunate co-in=
- cidence ; and with joy I hail the happy
omen. : :

Your name, my dear friend, does
not found fo agreeably to her ear: you
may judge from the following circum-
ftance — ' '

A while ago, in tears, “ The fleet,”
faid fhe = the ﬂeet has fanlcd 4

’
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“ Yes, Madam.”

"~ « What! all the fhips? all the cap-
tains £’

“ Every one.”

“ Then nought remains for me but to
die. Iam now deftitute of proteétion,
deftitute of affiftance ! and into what
hands am 1 fallen "

“ Into thofe of a man of honour,
who folemnly {wears that he will do
you no harm.”

« No harm ?” repeated fhe. —_— Was
I miftaken ? — Did I not hear you name
aperfon....f

“ Myfelf — Muryville.”
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« And another befides.”
¢ Another?”

« Ah! pray heaven that it was only.
the work of a difordered imagination,
-under the dreadful delirium I have
fuffered ! — You did not, then, tell
me, Sir, that you were the intimate
friend of .....2?”

«“ Of Varmont? — certainly, Ma-
dam, I told you fo.”

My dear friend, I am extremely forry
onyour account: but I cannot help in-
forming you of the circumftance — this
is the fecond time fhe fainted away on
hearing your name.
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MvurviLLe to VarMONT.

Chateaulin, May 31,

SHE does not love you—does not en-

tertain the fmalleft fpark of afletion
for you.—1I here give you the fubftance
of a converfation we had together.

« What injury have I ever done to
you?” faid fhe.

‘T thought the was delirious, and made
her no anfwer.

“ What injury,” faid fhe again,
¢ have I ever done to you, Monfieur
de Murville, that I thould thus be the
objett of your hatred 2
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This was plainly addrefled to me : —
I anfwered, “ You have never done
me any, Madam: and I am-very far
from hating you.”

“ Why, then, do you confpire with
thofe cruel monfters who perfecute mei”

« I do not confpire with them, Ma-
dam:—1I do not att in concert with

any one.”

“ What! you are not then ‘engégéc'l
in forwarding the defigns of another ?”

“ No, I proteft: I am oniy endea-
vouring to promote my own plans.”

.,* How came I into your p_owqﬁ 2

“ By chance. — I found you almoft
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lifelefs on the highway. I took you
under my proteétion, and have lavithed
every care and attention on you.”

“ From what motives ?”

“ Your condition excited my com-
paffion : and I was charmed with your
_ beauty.” '

~“ What! you do not intend to give -
meupto..... that man whofe friend
you are 2"

You may obferve by the way, my
friend, that it was probably to fpare
herfelf the anguifh of pronouncing your
name, that fhe had recourfe to a cir-
cumlocution.

>~ “ I would not,” replied II, “ give you
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up to ‘thie moft powerful monarch upon
earth. Believe me, I fhould think my-
felf fupremely bleft, if you would al-
low me to keep you to myfelf.”

« And you would defend me againft
him ?”

¢« Againft the whole univerfe.”
« Wil you engage to do fo ?”

“Iengageit: and plédge my word of
honour to make good my promife.”

At this moment, fhe feemed as if ré-
~ lieved from the preflure of a heavy bur-~
~ then; but foon refumed an air of in-
quietude, and faid —<¢ Can I depend
on the word of a man who xs /m
ftiend ?” - »
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« I own, Madam, my charalter is not
one of the moft exalted: but it is fu-
perior to his.”

« Bad indeed muft be the man whoe
is worfe than he |”

Thefe two laft remarks of hers, e-
fpecially, fhow that fhe is far from
, efteeming you : —a convincing proof
that fhe knows you well. —So far for
what concerns you:—1I now return to
my own affairs -—

I again affured her in the moft folemn
mahner that [ would protet her againft
all mankind.— My repeated aflurances
. of attachment at length calmed her
uneafinefs to fuch a degree, that, after

a few hours, the furgeon pronounced
her confiderably better. The fever had
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fenfibly abated: fhe no longer dp-
peared to labour under that continual
anxiety, thofe agonifing pangs, which
had kept us in conftant alarm, and
doubtful whether fhe could recover:
fhe ftill however fuffered confiderable
bodily pain; and her mind appeared
deeply affeted by fome hidden grief:
— fhe wept, and lamented the depar-
ture of the fleet; and often uttered
deep fighs.

Heark’ye, Varmont! you muft ne
longer entertain any pretenfions to her:
for fhe moft cordially detefts you. But

tell me, I pray you — fetting all the
~ little vanity of felf-love apart— tell
me, had you not in that fleet a happy
rival to whom you were obhged to yleld
the preference ?
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To return to my patient— A fingle
word — and what a word | — who could
have forefeen fo dreéadful an accident ?
~— A fingle word has again reduced her
to her former melancholy condition.
« You are conftantly talking of Breft,”
faid I: — < is your family there ?”

« Ah!” cried fhe with a tone and
air of the deepeft diftrefs, « I have no
longer any family.”

« The fleet,” faid 1—¢ is it your
father that has failed in it ?”

« My father? Alas! death too foon
- deprived me of him !”

“ Your mother ? — your brother?”

* My brother ! my brother !”’ repeat-
Vor. L. | E
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.ed fhe in-avoice expréflive of horrer and
averfion, —=Her ¢ouritendnce fuddenly
changed ; and .with ‘a convlfive -ftart
.yfhe threw back her head, and firetchred
.out her arms beforé her.” At the fame
inftant a floed of cald {weat bathed het
forehead, and - a deadly palenefs overs
fpread her features. =— I thought fhe was’
on the peint of expiring.

‘Hence, Varmont, -it is evideént, that,
.among the number of thofe whom fhe
:calls her perfecutors, you are not the
perfon fhe detefts the moft : — it is ma-
nifeft that fhe bas a brother whom fhe
abhors ;" and all this -begins to give me
fome uneafinefs,
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~

MvurviLLE to VARMONT..
Langey, néar Saumur, ]'u‘né-'z.‘
R R i

I AM aftonifhed at your filence: for
I am fure you have every reafonin the
world to be fatisfied with my condutt:
— for three fucceflive days, I regularly
wrote to you by every poit: agd in tak-
ing leave of my hoft, I repeatedly re-

quefted that he would punétually for-

ward to me without a moment’s delay
any letters from Paris which might
come direfted to me at his houfe: ne-

verthelefs I have not yet received a fin-

gle line from you. Before I inquire

into the circumftance which deprives

me of the information that [ expelted

from you, I confent again to honour you

with fome confidential communications.
' E 2

-
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You muft firft take the trouble of re-
perufing my former letters : the prefent
will then inform you that one part of
my conjectures is fully confirmed, but
that the other was wholly unfounded.

- That formidable brother who alarm-
ed me — it is he who has failed in the
fleet which is the eternal burthen of her
-fong :—§f is for him her tears flow; it
is on him her affetions are fixed. Thus
you had no rival, it feems, in the flcet ;
and the poor girl appears to have never
had any other admirer than yourfelf.
*Tis a misfortune for her, who certainly
deferved to fare better : —’tis a lucky
. circumftance for me, who certainly can-
pot fail to gain by the comparifon. —
As to the name in which I found a
lncky co-irncidence becaufe it rhimed
with mine, [ have even greater reafon to



EMILY DE VARMONT. 77

rejoice on that fcore than I was before
aware of : — it is her own name — Ter-
ville. But the moft delightful circum-
ftance of the whole is that fhe is un-
married. As to the reft, I hope, Mon-
fieur Varmont, that, fince you were
foolifhenough to let her flip through your
fingers, the was wife enough to make
her efcape before you were able to ac-
complith what fhe calls your criminal
defign.

Ah the cunning gipfy! It was pro-
bably with a view to fpare herfelf the
confufion of relating to me her own
tribulations and your outrages, that fhe
earneftly entreated me never to make
you the fubje&t of my difcourfe to her,
~—néver even to mention your name in
her prefence. I promifed to gratify her
in that refpeét : but I am not to be im-

E3
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pofed on thus: and, befides, I take it
for granted, -that, although her modeft
difcretion conceals the particulars from
my knowledge, your blunt franknefs
will inform me of the whole.

- I have made another promife alfo —
never to {fpeak to you concerning her,—
and, above all things, carefully to con-
ecal from your knowledge the circum-
ftance of her being at my country-feat,
She exprefled an eager defire to take
‘sefuge there, as foon ‘as fhe was ap-
_ prifed of one particular. which I did
pot think it neceffary to keep fecret
from her — that you were not ignorant-
by what chance fhe had fallen into my
* hands. We did not-arrive here till yef
terday: - we were obliged .to travel
flowly, as the fweet girl was all over
pain..  She is,. however, copfiderably
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better : her wounds begin to heal ; fhe
fleeps well o’ nights ; her fever is near--
ly gone, and her appetite is return-
ing.- Oh! in a few days the will have
recovered her health, her graces, her
bloom! I fhall then behold her in al}
the .fplendor of her native beauty —I
fhall behald her worthy. of me !

;. Would .you think it, Varmont? fhe
has exafted from me a folemn promife
that. I would proteét her until fhe is-
perfeltly recovered! Ah! I intend ta
keep her under my proteftion much
longer than “that. And although I
take the liberty of breaking my pro-
mife. by informing .you of her prefent
abode and condition, it is only becaufe I
canpot fee thofe inconveniences which
fhe apprehends. from fuch a communiy
catiom. It .is in fa&l impoflible  that:
'E 4

A
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Varmont thonld be fufficiently unreafon-
able to refufe to bow to the fuperior
influence of my ftars, whofe afcendant
over his own is fingularly manifefted.in
the prefent inftance. It is impoflible
that he thould perfeveringly purfue:to my
very houfe a fine girl who has fled from
- his arms to throw herfelf into mine.

But can it be on account of my not
fending her back to you, that you ap-
pear miffed with me ? If you entertain
fuch an extravagant idea, you deferve ta
be lampooned in every newfpaper
throughout the kingdom ! Is it my fault -
that you have never. in your whole
life been able to win a  woman’s
heart? And muft I, wher I have a fair

_opportunity ~of gaining pofleflion of
thofe hearts which you are unable to
win— muft [ be bound to rejeét them ?
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~—What! Here is a girl whom you have
terrified — tormented — martyrifed :—
I, on the contrary, have encouraged —
" coaxed — prepared her! You would
never make any thing of her: I thall
foon be able to mould and fafhion her
as I pleafe. 1Inthis cafe, it is your duty
to fhow perfeét refignation. I allow
you to regret the prize, if that can af-
ford you any confolation: but I defire
that you will immediately renounce it.
—Or, fhall I give you a fpecimen-of
my ftri impartial juftice ? — find me,
if you can, any one unfortunate woman
who fhall prefer you to me— find me,
this very day, fuch a filly creature —
and this very day I refign her to you.

Come, come ! my friend, give over
your childifh humours, and fit down to
write me an anfwer. ~

Es
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- ‘BoviLE to Mapame D’ETioLEs. .
I e Ty

Breft, 29th May, noon,

FORTUNE was weary of fmlhng on

e, Eleonora; and the firft reverfe the
had in refer.vé for me is fo cruelly op-
preflive, that I have need of all my cou-
‘rage td fuftain it. :

“ Yefterday, we wére on the point of
fetting fail, when the wind fuddenly
arofe, and blew with fuch violence as
¥‘make us apprehend an approaching
tempeft. It was but a tranfient fquall,
which ought not to have alarmed us:
~ but we were obliged to obey the fig-
nals, by which we were direfted to
drop anchor. The delay has coft us
dear : there is every reafon to fuppofe,

"-, -7
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that, if we had failed yefterday evens
ing, .our merchants ‘would not this day
~ have to regret the richeft véfle] of their

-whole fleet — nor I, to lament the lofs
of a more precious’ treafure, whofe va-
lue I had already begun to feel; though_
but a few days in. my poflefiion.

In the dead of the night, a loud ex-
plofion was.heard on board the Cen-
taur, the vefel. in which my wife was
embarked : and it immediately blew
up in a thoufand pieces. Some of the
flaming fragments fell into the Pallas,
and fet her on fire ; nor was it without
the utmoft difficulty that my moft ac-
. tive exertions faved her from being to-
tally confumed. Figure to yourfelf my
fiuation — conceive it in all its horrors.
Already my beloved Emily was no
more ; and yct the fafety of my fhip

E 6 :
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demanded my undivided attention.—
Even-now, even at the moment that I
write you this account, I cannot, un-
difturbed by other cares, indulge my
regret for the lofs I have fuffered. . The
public weal imperioufly fummons. me
— I muft away — I muft fulfil my
duty. . ' B

This morning, while the Pallas was
undergoing fome repairs-which the ac-
cident had rendered neceflary, I came
on fhore. I every where made mourn-
ful but unavailing inquiries : none but
dead bodies had been caft up by the

“tide : that of Emily was not even to be
~ found. '

Hépl_efs woman ! why did I not fuffer
her to remain in the cloifter ? By refcu-
ing ber from what fhe called * her
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tomb,” I only hurried her with greater
fpeed and ceftainty to an untimely end.
In embarking her on board that fatal
thip, I placed her on the funereal pyre.
All the precautions T had taken for her
comfort or her fafety, have only ope-
‘rated to her deftruftion. — Alas ! fuch
is the wifdom 4hd forefight of frail
mortals !

- One circumftance — little calculated
to alleviate my affli€tion—is, that I
think it extremely probable, that, among
my numerous and implacable enemies,
there are fome fo diabolically hardened
‘m villany, as to ftop at nothing, provid-
ed they can but gratify their revenge.
They. could not flatter themfelves with
the hope of beginning the conflagration
in my:own fhip, where they well knew
that my vigilance is ever on the watch:
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bat they hoped; that, from. the Ceny
tdur; near. which I was modred;: the
flatnes .wiould communicate to the-Pald
las; arid that I would : prefer. perifhing
on board rather than; abandon;my vef- -
fel. All thefe circumitances are, no.
doubt, dieadful to: think on: but my
conjetures already begin to affuine the
ftrongeft appearance of certainty. : Of
all the crew and paflengers on board
the' Centaur, only a fingle man efcaped
deftruftion +and it was-a.miracle_ that:
faved him, if we may believe his' own
account of the affair: but we are all
fully convinced that he owes his pré-
fervafion to a different caufe — to his
fears, which induced him to difobey
his captain’s orders, and jump into the
fea, at the firlt appearance of danger..
However that may be, his depoﬁtlon is

LY

as follows — - .+ -
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- He was afleep, as were the reft of the
crew, when, during the dead of the
night, a flight noife awaked him. He
perceived, along-fide the Centaur, a
boat, in which was a fingle man; and
he faw one of - the paffengers, who had
come on board only the evening before,
quit the fhip and ftep into the boat.
The deponent immediately gave the
~alarm : but in an inftant the fire broke
out in the thip, in different parts at the
fame time; and a dreadful explofion
foon enfued, which blew up the veffel,
although fhe had no ammunition or
warlike ftores of any kind on board.

Tell me now, Eleonora, whether
the lofs of the Centaur was not the con-
fequence of an infernal plot, ftill more
* than of the unpardonable negligence of
the captain. Tell me whether you do
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not think it fomething more than pto-
bable that a confpiracy was formed: for
my deftruétion. Ah! if my enemies only
wifhed to fee that ftoicifm with which
they reproached me, bend under the
preflure of adverfity — the inhuman
wretches have been but too fucce(sful :
— my-tears flow in abundance for my
youthful bride fo foon fnatched from
. my efteem, from my homage — perhaps
from my growing affe&ion. — Alas!
fhe is no more! fhe, who was one of
the faireft ornaments of nature, only
made her appearance on earth, and fud-
denly vanifthed from our fight, — only -
appeared for a while, to leave an eter-
nal remembrance behind ; — like a rofe,
which we have feen in the fair morn of
fpring ready to unfold its blocm, and
whofe tranfient beauties we ftill regret
amidft the frofts of winter. I weep —1I
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lament her charms, now for ever loft :
and yet my eternal regret is due not fo
‘much to' her accomplifhments, her
youth, her perifhable beauty, as to that
numerous affemblage of fubftantial and
amiable virtues, which adorned her
heart.—I had married her before I was
acquainted-with her worth : but, fince
you were in the pofleflion of another
man, how long might I have fearched
before I could have made fo good a
choice {— I weep | — but refle@t, Eleo-
nora,- that there are certain misfortunes,
which the greateft-firmnefs is too feeble
t6 oppofe : —: refle€t that Bovile ftands
in. need of the.confolations of friend
fhip.
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VARMONT to Munvu.ma

Pans, June X1..

A BELOVED brother ! —a ﬂeet the~
burthen of the fong ! ——a rival on beard.
the fleet! —a lady efcdped | confound;
me if I underfiand-a ﬁngle fylla.ble of.
' achxsnonfenfbl R

- Your fair TFerville hgs had.her" tris-
bulations. and: her wounds? So ymuch
the worfe for her.— She flgeps-well -
o’ nights, and is recovering her appetite?
8o much the better for.ygu,~— Of het-
charms and her returning health, make
whatever advantage you pleafe — wljat- .
ever you can — I care not:— and may
I die if T ever fo much as heard of her
before ! ’
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In this, however, as in every thing
elfe, my * blunt franknefs” is deter-
mined to have no further connetion
with your impertinent folly, Sir. Ihave
a hundred times told you, and I now.
{ferioufly repeat. it, that you aume to-
wards me veryinfolent airs, towhichIam.
refolved not to fubmit.— Onr the whole,
it appears that you have written me,
from the Lord knows where, feveral

" letters prior to that which now lies be-
fore me. I bave npot received them ~
and I by no means regret their mifcar-

riage. . e
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MURVILLE to VARMONT.

Langey, near Saumur, June 12.

AAH1 ba! you difown the fair one, and
are got into a paffion! I fee you are
more deeply in love than I had fufpe&-
ed. But 1 am not furprifed that you
fhould-—and I excufe you: for even I
myfelf. am a&tually tempted a hundred
times a day to fall into the fame fnare,
What a charming girl! fhe has an
air of candor and modefty, which
would pleafe me more, if it gave me
lefs uneafinefs. And then, the appears
fo grateful for my tare — fo delighted,
fo charmed with every inftance of at-
tention or regard. — How can I poffibly
geveal to her that my conduét is fo far
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from being difinterefted ? —I fhould
take a pleafure in hearing the expref-
fions of her gratitude, if fhe did not
conftantly accompany them with affu-
rances of her efteem, — which begins
to be a dreadful burthen upon me.
What an intolerable weight on the
fhoulders of a man of pleafure, is the
efteem of a virtuous woman ! — for vir-
tuous fhe certainly is..... virtuous ?—
- aye, as much fo, as I am the reverfe.

"When not in her company, I-am
myfelf again, and refume my natural
difpofition. Ithen form the moft admi-
rable plans for the reduttion of the fort
«~— plans, fomgtimes, of as violent a na-
~ ture as any that you have ever formed
in fimilar cafes. But no fooner does
. fhe make her appearance, than I am
eonfounded — wrapt in the mute con-

9
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templation— of her ‘charms — thofe
charms whichi her yet imperfe& conva-
Jefcence already fhows to be far fupe-
rior even to the exalted idea I had
conceived of them.— Confufed —un-
able to utter a .fyllable —1 view—1I
admire — and am content! '

. But of what can I accufe myfelf?
Can I do better ? Is the favourable mo-
ment yet arrived ? *Certainly not. The -
poor girl is yet in a very low and feeble
ftatc: to commence the attack under
fuch circumftances, would be attempt-
ing to carry the fort by ftorm m{tead of

furrender

1

- T acknowledge however that her pre-
fence confounds me. If fhe fpeaksa
word, I am dlfconcerted — If the looks
at me, I am melted : the agitation- of
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my fenfes is mftantly difipated ; and ¥
no. longer feel any other thdn:thofe fool-
il emetions. ~~ thofe emstions - which
ptoceed from: the’heart.. - What magic
powers fhe poffefiés ! what a crowd of
tumultuous paflions are immediately
calmed by the fingle found of her en-
chantihg voice | what ‘a hoft. of bold re-
folations are; inflantly put to flight by
one timid look of hers! what powers
‘fhe derives from her very weaknefs !

Gracious heaven! what is this I have
~ wwritten? I am terrified at the idea. I
fee, ’tis all over with me! alas! I am
undone! 1 am —fdirly in love —"
yes ! as deeply enamoured as certain
folks who have {o often been the objetts
~ -of my ridicule. 1 fuppofe I fhall foon
be reduced to the bhappy condition of
thofe tender fwains who, for whole
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~weeks together, vent their platonic love

in fighs, and run from houfe to houfe,
entertaining every body they meet, with
a long hiftory. of the innocence, the
cruelty, and the. chaftity of their fair
inamoratas ! -

No, no! Madam.! yox fhall love in
my way,— or, by Jove, I'lt fend you
back to Monfieur Varmont. He is the
man to attack you to fome purpofe : =
ke will not be deterred from the attempt
by your timid dejetted looks. . .

But I am aftonifhed at what I have
been doing! What a long letter I
have fcribbled without coming to the
point! I fimply intended to return a
few words of anfwer to your polite
epiftle. I am not much furprifed that
you fhould declare yourfelf unable to-un-
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derftand 'my laft letter, The cafe is
this 4~ my . rafcal - fodtmah, who had
the 'dhrarge of odrrying my -letters to
the poft-office while dt Chateaulin, in-
ftead of executing my commands,
fpent the time in a tavern treating an
old acquaintance of his. I have this
moment fearched the fellow’s pockets,
and found the three letters ftill in his
pofleffion. I forward them with this.
On reading them, my dear friend, you
will be convinced that Mademoifclle
- Terville, who has fo completely ftolen
‘my heart, is.certainly a lady of your
atquaintance — and that any further
diflimulation would be wholly ufelefs.
#w— As to the reft, I make no doubt,
that, after a few moments’ refletion,
you will get the better of that little fit
of peevithnefs which has come upon

you. If, neverthelefs, you are abfo-
Vor. I. F
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abfolutely determined’ to perfevere in
it, and to take the matter ferioufly,: I

* leave you at perfett hberty to mdulge

your own mclmatxons Lol e
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EMmiry to DoroTHY,

Langey, near Saumur, June 13.

YEs, ‘tis Emily who writes to you «—,
tis Emily, whom the immediate hand
- of providence has refcued from the
moft imminent dangers.

. Recolle&t, that,—alarmed at the
fight of my brother, and efpecially by
the perufal of your letter which in-
formed me of his myfterious departure,
— I was anxioufly impatient for the
moment when I fhould embark on
board that fhip which-appeared my on-
ly fafe afylum. How little did I think
that it was in that very {pot the fnares
of death were {pread around me ! '
F2
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In the midft of them I neverthelefs
yielded to the influence of fleep, — but
what a fleep ! what dreams .haunted
my imagiriatibx_x ! An affaffin, me-
thought, :brandithing over my bofom

- the uplifted dagger, demanded my life
and my fortune. Itwas the very iden-
tical young man whom I'had feen from
my window in the ftreets of Breft: but
the falfe colouring of his hair no longer
deceived me — his hair was now red —
and his hands too. "Gracious God! his
murderous -hands were embrued in my
blood. '

Suddenly a dreadful uproar awaked
me — the fhip was all in ‘flames —1I
called on Bovile — Bovile could neither
hear my voice, nor give me affiftance. -
— My terror increafing as' rapidly as
the conflagration, I attempted to efcape
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from the fire, and rufhed into the wavedp
The fea, at that moment very' boifters
ous, rolled immenfe.:billows: twentf
‘times was I funk in the abyfles df:the
decp, and as.often heaved :up-again-on
the furface of the waters. At length
dafhed againft a:boat, | grafpedits fide,
and implored the aid of two men whom
I perceived in it, to help-me on boardi
One of them firetched out his hand te
my afliflance : — the other.. ...... OhDew
rothy'l I am- unable to hold -the-pen
Cevnaas thé other.......ah! -tel me;
my deareft Dorothy — inr pity, tell e,
that, although threatened by a+caldanw
-ger in the midft- of the angry waves!
which _loudly claimed .their..devated
- prey,—yet, tormented by my gloomy
prefages — haunted- by the ideas .of ‘&
finifter dream — I could fancy an:imas
ginaiy enemy and imaginary perils. En-
F3
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deavour to pe:fuade me, that, in the
frightful diforder of my fenfes, I may
have miftaken, if not the dreadful words
which you fhall prefently read, at leaft
the voice that uttered them.— Yes,
Dorothy — I fhudder at the recital — I
recognifed — or, if you choofe, 1 thought
I recognifed that unnatural youth who
had lately come fo often within fo fhort
a time to inform me, in Madame Var-
mont’s name, that I alfo was deftined
te:end ‘my days in a cloifters And his
words—1I but too diftin&ly heard them
— his words were — “ What are you
doing 2 — ’Tis fhe perhaps! — pufh
her back! ftrike !” — Oh Dorothy !
thefe-térrible words refound in my ears
a hundred times a day—and a hundred
times & day ’tis the voice of Varmont
that pronounces them !

T

‘ .
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Believe me, Dorothy, my fufpicions,
dreadful as they muft appear to you, -
are but too well founded — fo well in-
deed, that I fhall never be tempted to
clear them up. Ah! I conjure you
that the deteftable fecret may remain-
for ever buried in your bofom and mine,
nor ever efcape to the ear of a third

perfon.

- I .am unable to proceed, my deareft

Dorothy —1 am fo weak. and faint.

And that cruel fcene, which I have

been obliged to retrace in all its hor-
vors, has ftill farther exhaufted and over-

powered me. — You will not receive

this intelligence {o foon as I could wifh :

for I muft not truft any perfon to carry it-
to the poft-office : and heaven knows

when I fhall have recovered fufficient

~ ftrength to carry it thither myfelf.

N F4
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Mvurvirre 'to DOLERVAL, .

Iiahgey, near Saqmur, Jume'13.
: . .

"-HA! goed morrow to you, my dear
little brother ! ’tis almoft an age fince .
you have written to.me. ‘Whati are
you fo taken up with mufic, painting,
geography, botany, and 1 know not
how many other trifling purfuits, as not
to have a fingle moment to {pare P—
If. Lindeed fhould fometimes forget ta
Write to you, it were an.excufable neg-

_le&y fince my-attention. is daily engag-
ed by fuch important- objefts — and
efpecially, let-me tell you, at this par-
ticular time.— My head is at this mo-
ment filled; as I hope my arms will foon
be, with the virgin beauties of a hand-
fome young girl of fixteen. '
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How you would. admire, h_er_»!ho_gq
you would love her! She feems-to pofy
fefs in an eminent degree that over-res
fined fenfibility-of which our unfartyy
nate fifter is.fo full, and.of which.you
alfo poffefs a. very plentiful portion,~=
— you, my poor Doletval,.in whofc
countenance it is perceivable at half
a:mile’s diftance. But do ydu koow
what a filly appearance it gives you?
1 declare - I-am often tempted to fue
fpeét that you muft in reality. be pofleff-
ed of twice as much fenfe as I, finggy
notwithftanding that ait of ‘theepith fime
plicity, yau ﬁlll difplay fo greata ftock .
of it. :

N XS TY P91

Bt to return to the dear girl— foq

in fpite of my utmoft efforts, 1" can

talk of no other ohje€&t — Rejoice, m§

~dear brother.— exult— there does’exé
Fs
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ift in the world one virtuous girl — fo
virtuous and fo modeft, as to divert and
yet terrify me — timid moreover —as
timid as’ Dolerval in’ company with a
young lady. — Between you both, there
isone: thing which I am quite at a lofs
to divine — whether it is you that ape
‘her virgin airs, or fhe that has ftolen
them from you. When I contemplate
her, I éan fcarcely perfuade myfelf that
fhe is enly a copy from you: and yef
when I recolle@ the fimplicity of your
manners, ‘I feat that you ate the origi-
mall .1 fhould be curious to feé you
both. téte-a-téte together : — I think you
would be the beft matched pair in the
‘univerfe, and a charming fubjeé for the -
painter’s > pencil: - *Pon honour, fle
would fuit’ you to.a hair; Dolerval —
forperfe@ly fuit you, :that, if I weré a
little lefs captivated with her myfelf, §

. .
a
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" would fend her to you by the ftage-
.codach to-morrow morning.

" But it is impoffible, my friend : —1I
have already proceeded fo far, that I
cannot think of ftopping my career,
while the read lies fo leve} and open be-
fore me. It was this. moming I firft
ventured to make overtures to her.—
Her teftifying no furprife on the oc-
cafion, is a circumftance which J
think of little momrent : — but that fhe
thould exprefs no anger or refentment,
—that indeed gives me no fnall de-
gree of uneafinefs : — I could more fuc-
cefsfully encounter her anger, than her
calm confidence. . Befides, the immedi-
ately launched forth in an impofing
ftrajn, — a difcourfe full of noble fenti-
ments. — I, on the other hand, protefi-
ed my profound veneration for exalted
F 6

s > TV
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Virtues; but at-the fame time ‘acknow-
ledged. myfelf utterly ‘incapable :of at-
taining to fuch heroifm. The prefump- -
tuous girl Briefly replied, that 4he ef-
teemed me too highily to defpair-of be-
ing able: to. teach me the praftiee of
them. — Tell' me, Dolerval; are mo-
defty and virtue of an infeftious na-
ture > You-ought to-know it, you who
are fo full of them. A

" A-propos ! I‘:fpoke of virgin airs and -
fimplicity — well, how do you proceed?
“‘are you-almoft tired of them yet? —
‘What an exalted being youare ! a per-
fe&t Jofeph ! —«<What a memorable ex-
- ample -you will leave to this depraved
‘generation, when, at -the age of eigh-
teen, you perifh — the vi€tim of . invie-
late chaftity! = -

~
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It is the track of:your romantic fif-
ter that you fo gravely purfue : — but
as fhe is alfo my fifter, I with, as' a
proof of .my affeétion- for her, to give
her a friendly caution to take a different
road.— Be it known to her then, that,
when an antiquated bachelor marries a
young girl, he ought certainly to make
up his mind before-hand, and reconcile
himfelf patiently tq endure a certain
misfortune—the ﬂigh,?eft of thofe which
are attached. to.the! marriage-ftate ; —
and that the youthflu?l wife, provided
fhe allows her aged conort to reap his
dues, may with a very ffafe confcience
difpofe of: the overplus whi-ich he leaves
a dead weight on her handls —an over-
plus, which, by immemor\ﬁ'g«ll prefcrip-
tion, is the-lawful perquifite of the.
man of hér heart.— Tell he?r this from
me, d'ye ‘mind ? —Ilet her 3 imprefs. it'
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deep on her memory, and be thorough-
ly convinced of the truth of the maxim
The confequence will naturally be, that
Monfieur Bovile — who 'is, no doubt, a
very amiable man, fince you pronounce
him fo — will, on his return, be-a very
happy man. Monfieur D’Etioles will
Jofe nothing by this arrangement: —
his wife will materially gain by it; and
we fhall no longer ‘nave the mortifica-
tion of feeing her wither away in youth.
— Quick ! quick ! let her determine
without delay. ‘She fhould have fettled
all thefe matters feven years ago.

You fee, /Dolerval, I do net lofe
fight of your) interefts or thofe of my
fifter. — I giive you both abundance of
excellent ajdvice : but I expeét that you

will on yod.r part aét in the fame man-
ner towardfs me : — let me be favoured

—
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with your ideas refpecing the condu&
I thould purfue towards Mademoifelle
Terville.. Come, let me hear it...:
would you advife me to ufe compulfion
if gentler methods fail ? Let me have
your opinion on the {ubjeét, I pray you.
Varmont will foon communicate his;
and I wifh that his letter rhay not an.
ticipate yours. But I already forefee
what advice each of you will give : —
he will/ecommend the moft outrageous
proceedings— you will advife ‘me to
proceed in a mawkifh fneaking manner.
Well! I know that wifdom lies
between the two extremes. 1 thall,
therefore, between the two roads feve-
rally pointed out by you and him, choofe
the middle path, that will condu& me
to happinefs; which is the invariable
objeét of wifdom. And when, in that
track, my efforts fhall have been crown-
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“ed with fuccefs, T fhall then take the
liberty of telling Varmont that he was
a. fad. dog—and: you, Dalerval, that
you were a rmlkfop

Adieu, my dear brother! receive. the
~ affurances of my tender affetion, and
prefent. them to my fifter, — yes, of . my
tender affetion : for though'I cannot
help occafionally laughing at the extra-
vagance of your notions and hers, I ne-
verthelefs.love you both - from the bots
tom of my. heart |
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J
E;M;ILY. to DQROT.-H;Y-. |
Langey, near Saumt?r, June-14.

WELL'! I have at length recovered.a
little firength. — Do you; Dorothy, fums
mon up all yours; for I have new
crimes to relate. A :

The inhuman wretch who had pro-
nounced my doom — feeing that his ace
complice, lefs cruel than higpfalf, was
flow in executing the, fentence — pre-
pazed to firike the- fata] blow, -with his
own hand. I {aw a weapon brandifhed
over.my head': —I let go my hold, and,
to-{dve niy life from’the favage cruelty
of-a: barbhartany committed "it._ to: the
fury -of the ‘wates;. lefs cruelthan he.
I was not far from the beach: a
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furge threw me on it — another fwept
me back —at length I was caft on
thore, almoft expiring. " Neverthelefs
~— fuch wonderful efforts is nature ca-
pable of exerting under imminent
danger — I fill eolleCted ({ufficient
ftrength to efeape fromr the {pot where
I dreaded to fall-again into the' hands
of an inhuman parricide. On foot,
exhaufted as I was, I crept forward for
riear an hour, fill retiring from the
fhore, and advancing into the country,
as well to avoid meeting with my bro-
ther,” as ‘in- expeétdtion-of falling in
with fome ftrangers; whofe affiftance
-1 hoped I fhould not implore in
vain. Provided I could but efcape
froin‘the -mercilefs- Varmont, the whole
world - befides had at that moment n.
terrors for-me. Accerdingly, I thought
myfelf in fafety, asfoon as I perceived
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that I was on the public road At that
moment, as the idea of my perils va-
nithed, my little remaining flrength
forfook me: and fcarcely had I advanc-
ed ten fteps on the high road, when I
fell fenfelefs ‘to the ground. Adieu;
my dear fifter | my eyes grow dim — my
hand thakes — I ftand in need of reft.
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¢

DoLERVAL to MURVILLE,

© Tours, Juune 15,

STILL the fame man, Murville} why
fign your name “to your letter:? The
mmatter- and- the- ftyle- would have fuffi:
ciently told me who was the writer.
At firft I laughed at your epiftle. But
Eleonora, who. gave me a very ferious
comment on it, made a deepimpref-
fion on my mind. My fifter profefles
principles diametrically oppoffte to_
yQurs: and it is for that reafon, I
fuppofe, that fhe always difplays a
~greater fhare of eloquence than you -
do of wit. '

~ You laugh at my fenfibility ! but are
you ignorant that to it I am indebted
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forithe moftrefined pleafures-that I ever -
enjoy ? ‘From it my innocent ftudies de<
five undefcribable charms: by it I am
taught to indulge the moft delightful
réveries as I faunter over.our fmiling
plains : — without it, my heart would
pethaps not melt to pity in -the cottage
of mifery and diftrefs : — without it, ;L
fhould feldomer mingle my tears with:
thofe of myfifter, whofe fecret anguith
I have often foothed and alleviated. —
Can your pleafures be more lively than
mine? At leaft I am told they will be
lefs ‘durable, and that they will leave
a lafting regret and repentance behind.

My. poor fifter ! fhe is.at this moment
funk in the deepeft ‘affliGtion. Mon-
fieur Bovile, whofe acquaintance would
be a valuable acquifition to you — Mon-
fieur Bovile, whom long feparation has
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not rendered lefs dear to her,— has
juft married the fifter of a man with
whom it is impoffible that you fhould
long continue - in ‘habits " of friend-
“fhip. . But what am I to think of that
paffion, called love, which is capable
of difturbing the pureft fouls, and pro-
ducing a fudden change in the moft
amiable difpofitions? what am I to
think of that. dreadful paffion, which,
even in the bofom of Eleonora, bears fo
ftrong a refemblance to envy ! —What !
fhall my fifter wifh to debar another
from the pofleflion of that obje& which
fhe is herfelf unable to obtain ?

- As.to Mademoifelle Terville, the
manner in which you afk my opinion
refpe&ing the conduét to be purfued to-
wards her, does not perhaps leave me
at liberty to give any advice, even indi-
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rectly. 1 will tell you neverthelefs, that
if chance prefented to my view fuch an
angel as jbu'deféﬁﬁefhef, "T'fhould im-
mediately feel a double delight in the
confcioufnefs of poffefling a heart fuffi-
ciently full of fenfibility to adore, ac-
carding to her deferts, a woman who is-
worthy of the univerfal homage of man-
kind. Then, timid and refpe&ful in her
- prefence, .I would with the moft anxi-
ous cautipn avoid even the flighteft oc-
cafion of offending or difpleafing her :
—=I wauld exert every effort to win her-
affe@tions. And perhaps I fhould fuc-
ceed — fhould obtain a wife worthy of
-my adoration —and my fifter a friend
wortHy of her efteem and confidence !
~=Ah ! 'what greater blefling could be.
withed for by the happieft of brothers,
the happieft of hufbands? -



‘

£20 YMILY DE VARKMONT:

-~ EMiILY to DOROTH‘Y,. ; .
Langey, near Sawnmur, J’une 1 5.'"

THE catalogue of my misfortunes was
not yet .filled up, Dorothy. JI'was de-
ftined to endure .at the fame time the:
moft excruciating bodily pains,.and the
moft racking anxiety of mind.

: Judge how . poignant my anguifh,
when, on recovering my fenfes, I heard -

‘aperfon by my bed-fide diftinétly :pro-
“nounce. the detefted name of Varmont !

I'fancied myfelf once more fallen into
the power .of my enemy . The fever
which boiled within my ‘veins. became
more violent; and; .during .the coriti-
nuance of a long delirium, no other
objett prefented itfelf to my imagina-

9
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tlon than the figure of my intended-
murderer, who inceffantly threatened
me with his gefture and bis voice. — -
Once indeed — but I fhall long cherith .
the delightful recolletion— I fancied-
I heard the name of Bovile. —1I flat-
tered myfelf that my deliverer was re-
ffored to me, and that I fhould foon be
relieved from all my fufferings.— Alas !
too foon I learned that the fleet had
failed, — and that the young man who
had taken me up on the high road, was
the friend of Varmont.—1 was near
_expiring with grief. '

Meantime, how was I to a& in fo-
critical a fituatien ? — To relate my mif-
fortunes, and difclofe my name, would
have been revealing a crime, and point-
ing out Varmont as the author. Pre--
fumptions might have led to préofss —.

Vor. L. . G

AN
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-and what a dreadful doom would i
that cafe overtake the criminal! It is
true. indeed ithat by thus a&ing towards
him with a. degree of tendernefs: to
wihich he was certainly not entitled, I
. ran very great rifks. But, on the other

_.+iz. hand, would it have been fafe to reveal
" my hiftory? What reafons could I have

- alleged, fufficiently plaufible to in-
duce - that frlend of Varmont to con-
oeal from him that his fifter was e-
fcaped from fhipwreck ? Muft I reveal
to him the dreadful tale? — No con-
fiderations of perfonal . fafety could

..ever prevail on me to make the difclo-
fure : — the more enormous the crime,
the more I thought it my duty to en-
deavour to cover it with an impenetra-
ble veil, even though I thould one day
fall a vi&tim to that imprudent genero-
fity'which impelled me to pardon. the

7 e
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guilty wretch who had confpired againft
his fifter’s life.
.In otder, therefore, to remove all fu-
fpicion, I told him falfehood after falfe-
hood : —1I told " him; that I was unmar-
ried,—ithat .my name.was Terville, —v
that the.perfon whofe départure;in the,
fieet I.fo bitterly. lanientad,” was 4 be-
loved brother ! —= A beloyed brother!
Gracious-heaven ! why did you not
grant. me fuch a; brother, s I might
~ think oh' withput hatred % =~ Finaily,:
with. refpe&.-to Varmont; ¥ keep- hist
near rejation td me a fecret, and fuf-
fer it to:be: underftood that he has exs:
cited -my dverfion by termenting - me'
w:th lus crunmal ardreffes. :

. .,
-.n:: RN ‘.' Ul._., R T s
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MapaAME D’ET10LES to BoviLE,

' _Tourk_,'J'une 13,

YES, I am convinced, Bovile, that
you do in fat ftand very much ¢ in need
of the confolations of friendfhip.” But
was it handfome in youto folicit them
in fo cruel a manner as you have done ?
. In addrefling your lamentations to Ma-
dame D’Etioles, was it right fo far to
forget your Eleonora, as to oblige her
to read every thing that you have
written to her? How happy, even in
the fhades of death, is that Emily,
" whom her virtues — inimitable virtues,
it feems — rendered f{o dear to you, and
whofe all-powerful charms had fuddenly
infpired you with a “ growing affec-
tion!” How llappy is fhe ! after having
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been your bride for at leaft a few days,
‘fhe now enjoys your moft tender re-
gret! Ah! confent in favour of one to
whom you were no lefs dear than to
her— confent to bear up againtt a lofs
which you deem irreparable. Endeavour
to fupport the burthen of life: — perhaps
you cannot, witheut a certain degree of
ingratitude, refufe that confolation to an
unfortunate woman, whofe tender affec-
tion for you——an affeftion undivided
by any other objeét—muft have been
“to-her a fource of unceafing woes.
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' EMILY to Dorozry:.,
o Langey, nedr Saumur, Jtme 23 5
" SAa
AT prefent, my fituation atﬁd oy plans
are ‘as follow :— I am already too: well
acquainted with the excellgnceof my
butband's heart, to fufpe:tbat indiffe:
rence to'me was the caufe:of his depags
"No doubt,: Bovide-peignantly zes
gruo h&s wif; wherf Jid confaliers as ird
recoverably ;o Butoconddche, hdw
ever deep his forrow, avoid fetting out
on an expedition which he thinks of
Ingh importance to the fuccefs of the
Gallic arms? Bovile could not for a
moment harbour fuch a thought : he is
not of a difpofition to hefitate or demur
when his duty is in queftion.— As for
myfelf, I intend, as foon as recovered
T

_.;
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from my prefent indifpofition, to return
10 Brelt, and there again embark ;-
Monfi-ar Murville will. certainly not i+
fufe to fupply me with the neceflary
means. I can eafily meet my hufband
at Martinique,. where I know. the fleat
is to remain ftationed for fome time.
‘There I thall defy the dark plots of Var-
mont. Varmont, whom his friead tde
hattily informed of his baving found
© young woman nearly expiring at a fogd
diftance from thg thores of Breft, may
fufpe@t that I am ftill alive:: biit, if
Ican depend on Monfieur Murville’s
folemn affurances, at leatt my eremy
does not know in what particular fpat
his intended vi€tim lies concealed. ..,
' - PTivta

I had nearly forgotten, Dorothy, to
inform you of a difagreeable incident
which increafes the difficulties -of my

G4 .
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fituation, already fo cruelly perplexing.
This young Murville, amorous and in-
flammable, has made me firango propo-
fals! —1I am well aware that appear-
ances, which are much againft me, feem
to afford an excufe for his conduét.
‘The unaccountable myfterioufnefs with
-which I conceal from him the events
that condufted me to the fpot where .
he found me, leaves a wide field for his
imagination. Befides, when he fees
me fo young — and_ efpecially if he

‘thinks me poffefled of any beauty —

can he poflibly guefs of what nature
were the attempts made upon me by
that Varmont for whom I appear to en-
tertain fo ftrong an averfion? I think
neverthelefs that this young man ought

. to pay more refpet to my misfortunes,

from whatever caufe he may have rea-

- fon to fuppofe they originated. Perhaps

-
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indeed I might excufe him for with-
holding his efteem, fince he is as yet
fo flightly acquainted with mie: but I
cannat pardon his want of delicacyy
in withing to take a dithonourable ad-
vantage of that chance which has in-
trufted to his care the fate of an unfor-
tunate woman.
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' ERT '.'i_":;") ‘.‘:'f;’:u I Luahud
£ N TEY C JT T OS  TAI T I O
' MaDAME D’E'rmus toMq&v;u.u
|. T :..:j.'l 13 'u J ol 'l)'ours, T\)me L2
S N A AN B ELTERR AR A
‘MURVILLE! ah-,« Mmlne 136! ou
T untbofom mytelfit! firy deep atfiélion :
take pity on your fifter’s ‘diftrefs, >+ -+

A dreadful report is in circulation.
*Tis faid that -the Englifh have beaten
our fleet which lately failed from Breft.
The account adds that the Pallas was
funk. — Bovile..... Bovile, then, is
. no more ?

Make, my dear brother, I earneftly
conjure you,— make, without a mo-
- ‘ment’s delay, the moft diligent inqui-
ries. Hafte to communicate to me the

refult —make al poffible hafte. The
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cruel ftate of : uncertainty in. which-1
have been fince yefterdsy, is. infuppors-
able: I fhould prefer death 1tfelf asa
relief from 1t Ceernr Tainsll
H Bt X1t Y
Abovc all thmgs, Mutvzlle, keepumy
fecrets.” -“The Almighty fes and:hewns
me : — he knows that I eyer. had any
{ecret which need caufe :me a blyth ; —
‘but mankind are.fo anjudt ! ;hey.;;;rfgkc
no diftinétion between an .invatustary
attachment and a premeditated intrigue: .’
they blame a haplefs woman, inftead of
commiferating her misfortune, and pafs
as {evere a condemnation on ftruggling
virtue as upon yielding weaknefs. They
would only confider the unlawfulnefs of
my paffion : they would fhut their eyes
.to the variety of motives which jufti-
fied it,— the unceafing efforts that
Go6
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have made to fubdue to it —and the
many pangs it has coft me.

“Let fuch crueljndges, therefore, ne-
ver learn by what devouring flame I was
‘confumed during life, nor by what for-
.fow 1 was prematurely hurried to my
‘grave. Alas! when you and the reft of
‘my family foreed me to give my hand
‘and my fertune to a firanger, .would te
heaven you had been able to force. me
10 give him my heart alfo.!
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VAlmom- to Munvu.x.r:.

Paris, June 13, lmdmght

SCARCELY was my letter difpatched,
my dear friend, when I repented of
having written it. I requeft you will'
attribute the illhumour which pervad-
ed it, to no other caufe than my deep
chagrin at the recent lofs I had fuffer-
ed. I could not conceive that the lady
you mentioned was in reality fallen into
your hands. I imagined that you had
enly heard of my misfortune through
the indifcretion - of fome of my. ac-
quaintance, and were difpofed to rally
me on the fubje&t.. Hence thofe hafty
and paffionate expreffions, whxch Lam
very forry to have ufed.

o
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Your letters moreover, which I re-
ceived all at the fame time, have fuffi-
ciently convinced me, that it would be
1mpr0per to diffemble any longer with
Yo, *Reécelve-then a confeflfion which
1 was before afhamed to make. Itis
but; 00 trie’ that' ¥'am atquainted with
Maﬁemé Teile TerVIIIe +it-is dit too
e ke 1 f:avé'fdoleMy concelved for
f:m"tﬁatr"kxﬁd"b’f aﬂ'éﬁron againft
' wf))c’h"'é\’ren }5011 feem no longer ' able to
"pﬂ ﬁyour bofom.” My dear ‘friend, ‘I
ac)ﬁnow'lcdoé myfelf in love fot the firft
timg in ‘mYy Whole life c—and it is fof
ﬁg{et)llt t)o fay that I love to ddh‘a?&mh
O by ‘delighted 1 am with the
ﬁm By £hi) nce whith Has' ‘threwh’ Rerin:
t e“l"lapds o &fy bért fichd-# F¥erity
behevé, Murvilte, Had ndt" Fortunke fai

voured me in ‘that ﬁtfgular “Hianfer;
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I fhould have died with grief and
defpalr. Make haﬁe, my friend, to
reftore* k! {6’ perfe “traffuility, by

" fanding e back.the gharming fugitive,

~You are not as yet fo defperately en-

_aioured avithiher. sis 1l :ém & the Bagh

pinefs of:iyoue whold ilife ‘ddes nox .
pendeioli thecpofielion of Berii.rily: o
e esriarstyy cuptioe tielh adeotinig hert
Tty Qﬂpoﬂihldvmrexmamhdxﬁien
wild v Loy LS T o— widpn o weds

LI LOLW il onionus Fuo Al e e
9T HSUPY el Ml .okl 1 it ol prlin
coideoni odl Lonistiutes wovs e Lol
L0 0 e— mod tsor gun vied ol o
et tod B, omeorooot oo
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vo i st e, dgrouds o e
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1

et

T " VaARMONT to kavxx.ni;.
.{NmI.) 5 " Threeo’clockmthe moramgs.

I COnfefs, Murvxllc, thxs is ‘not the
firft time that you haye given me reafon
to agmipe your -penetration. . It is very
true, that, in the frantic exqefs of ardent
Jove, 1 have treated ithe peor. girlra-
. ther roughly. — I fhall tell you the
whole affair at another time when my
mind is more at eafe.—It is equally true
‘that I never entertained the intention
of doing her any real harm. — You
found her face torn, and her hands
_bloody? — I affure you, my friend, it
- was not through. my fault that you -
found her fo. —She'muft have been—but
you forgot to tell me that circumftance -
~— benumbed with cold, and wet to.
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the fkin. But that was owing to the
‘mode of her efcape: — fhe efcaped
from me almoft by a miracle, and at -
the rifk of being drowned a hundred
times over.—You fhall fee how it was,
when I inform you of the contrivance
fhe put in praftice. But fhe was too
late in making her efcape: fhe is al-
ready mine ; and that is the reafon why
fhe detefts me, or at leaft appears to de-
 teft me.

- You know, my dear friend, that it
it is only at the firft ftep a woman hefi-
tates: and now that the ice is fairly
broken, I am convinced fhe will not be
forry to find herfelf once more inmy
power. Neverthelefs, as my fudden ap.
pearance might alarm her, I will fo far
reftrain my impatiehce as not to go my-

. felf to receive her from you, but fend
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‘my ttufty fervant, Lafleur, whom I know
to be devoted to my intereft. You may
fafely deliver her into his hands:—you
may, Musvilley.and: you ought to do fo..
. again repeat.that (he if'mine, and that.
it is ‘wterly xmpoiﬁblc for me to exift:
cmthout her. Do
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. VARMONT, to MURVILLE.

Noté II ) ‘. : FNe ° clock in the mormug .

0 09 BN
QNE thmg itrakes mé nnmfy Maun -
vitly ;'é&nd 1 requett jyou bo clear. it up
to:me ; for:¥ cannot feel indiferent to
gny circumianee: which  zelates : to.he
Areyoupefettty certain:that fhe Joves
her brdther: ointlch. a3 the fays 2 As to
mypdot $rhase. reafoh so-think that hee
ohtief- Hidtivk ofpr: Tegrittng. his depand
fure with! ghesioet] (is - thati:beiwvas the -
dalyr1dpeadon: id - yhbml dee | exipothed 4
fiai7a protdiior againdt ine.. R.do. sty
bonkettermean to requeti that you fhouid:
impostune ber. with qneftiona.on:thad:
fubjett :'\~wotv.the: cotaratyy;1yqu Wik
oblige me hy never fpeaking to her
about it : — but give me a faithful ac-
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count of every thing fhe has already

" faid refpeéting that brother. I withto .

- know ‘whether he was really the perfon
who refcued- her. from the perils by
which fhe was furrounded : but as to
the danger-of affaflination, "you muft
be convinced that it was purely ima-
' ginary — the mere. .effet 6f raging fe.
ver.and - delirium : for whete on earth
could a monfter. be fdind, who were
capable of attemptirig her.life ? He cer-
tainly muft bave been; ®s-you obferve
in your letter,.“ a-favage beaft” — fa-
vage, imdeéd; :Heyond example,~—and
the moft dull ‘and fupidiof.the brutal
vace : for, in fhort, what being whox
wears the human figure, but muft feel
that nature never .created. fo fine.a girk
for the purpofe of aflaffination-.
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VarMoNT to MURVILLE,

(Note II1.) Seven o’ clock in the morning.

I AM ftill uneafy about one particular,
refpefting which I requeft you will in-
terrogate Mademoifelle Terville. Be-
fore you met with her, did fhe not fall
into the hands of any other perfon ? — I
fhould be diftratted at the idea that the
fmalleft accident had happened to her ;.
though, had that been the cafe, it was
no more than fhe deferved : for, why
make her efcape when the worft was
. over? why elope from me? how fnug
- the might be at prefent in the fituation
where I had placed her! — But you:
will certainly reftore her to me : I fhall
prefently call 'in Lafleur; whom I had
font out to reconnoitre : =~ to-morrow I
S .
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difpatch him to you: and do you, my
- friend, make no delay, but immediately
furrender my -Dulicinea into his hands.
Her remaining longer in your poffeflion
would be attended with confiderable
danger to me: you would at length .
become quite enamoured with her your-
felf; and. as I kmow your fuperiority
over me, I dread.the confequences of
a comparifon. 'Fhe:young lady, when
once. fully .acquainted with’ the merits
of Murville; would feel a ftill fironger
repugnance to retura to me.—— Mean-
while, . I thank you for not having told-
her. that I .am -apprifed of the place of -
her .concealment.: my plans will be
mruch facilitated by her remaining igno-
fant that -her charms are about to be
reftored to'me. But be expeditious,
Murville: there'is hot a moment to be-
loft : —~you. weukd certainly fall in love
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with her — you would engage her af-

fetions in turn: and yet I again re-
peat to you that fhe is mine - that I

adore her — and cannot exift without
her.
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MvurviLLE to DoLERVAL.

Langey, 18th June, ten at night.

DOLERVAL, your poor fifter wrote
me ‘yefterday a moft melancholy letter,
which has affe€ted me to a degree that
I cannot exprefs. I felt myfelf ftrong-
_ly inclined to blubber like a child —al-
though I thought I had fe fteically for-
tified myfelf againft fuch puerile weak-
nefs. Neverthelefs, before I would
yield to my feelmgs, I inftantly di-
fpatched my courier. The dog! it was
well worth while indeed to founder me
a pair of horfes, and bring me fuch bad
news ! :

It is indeed but too true that the Pal-
las went to the bottom. Thofe mif-
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creant Englifh faved only feventy of her
crew : all the remainder of the failors
and marines, together with their cap-
tain, took a fhort trip in Charon’s wher-

1y, and are now fafe at anchor in the
Styx.

But this is not all. The difafter is
imputed to the mifconduét of Bovile:
he is accufed of having difobeyed the
fignals.— I cannot believe it: for Bo-:
vile has on many occafions afforded fuf- .

cient proofs of his refpect for fubordi-
" pation. But he is now at the bottom
of the fea, and can’t {peak a word in
his own defence ; — therefore (you know)
he muf be in fault!—Long ago and
often have I faid that admiral Varmont, .
who protefted him, was guilty of an
egregious blunder in promoting him.
To introduce a plebeian into our royal

Yor. 1. H
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navy is like expofing a woman in the
middle of a foreft.

-To complete the misfortune, that
fame accurfed frigate which drowned
my fifter’s inamorato, has alfo drowned
the brother of my Dulcinea: and fuch
was my ftupidity and want of thought,'
that I interrogated the unlucky meflen-
ger in her prefence ! The confequence
‘was that fhe immediately fainted away :
and I prefume the fame intelligence
will be a death-blow to my poor fif-
ter. .

To charge you with communicating
it to her, Dolerval, is impofing on you
a melancholy office. But for me direétly
to fend the mournful tidings, would be
configning her at once to hands of the
undertaker. I depend on your tender

' ' 8 :
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attention, gradually to prepare her for
the difclofure of the whole of her mifs:
fortune. But fuch are the precious
fruits of that virtue with which fhe'is
fo much enamoured ! If your fifter, in.-
ftead of vainly fighing for Bovile dur-
_ ing feven long years, had, in imitation-
of fo many others, accafionally enjoyed-
a ftolen interview with him,—he might, -
at the time of his late departure, have
bid her adieu without leaving fuch a
mortal load of regret behind. Or if
her grief was fo great as abfolutely toy
ftand in need of confolation, fome ten-
der-hearted youth might be found, who
- would take a pleafure in adminiftering
it ; — and indeed what are young fel-
lows good for, but to adminifter confo-
lation to dffli€ted widows ? — But, with
our Eleonora, there is no refource. The:.

~only comforter I have it in my power o
H -

-
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recommend to her, is yourfelf —her
brother ! a poor comforter, indeed!

This puts me quite out of humour
— efpecially as an accumulation of mif-
fortunes have overpowered me all at
the fame time. You recolleét, Doler-.
val, the charming girl.l mentioned to,
you — the little angel, as you call her !
— That little angel, whofe countenance ;
and demeanour are fo modeft and chafte
—whofe looks are fo timid, — fhe is not

hat I thought her! I haye juft receiy-
ed a letter which informs me of the’
whole. After this, what female phyfi-
ognomy can a man ever venture to
truft? I am mortified, I am. incenfed,
beyond conception! ..:i..Al.! -Mon.
fieur YVarmont would.do well to. ftand -
on his guard |
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\

EmiLy to Dororny.

Langey, 18th June, eleven at n?ghf.

AT length I enjoy a moment of peace-
ful folitude.: at length I am at liberty
to indulge my fighs and tears — and to
commit the detail of my new forrows
and. diftreffes to this paper which fhall
one day reveal-to you the whole extent
of my misfortunes.

- Mydear Dorothy, I had but one fup-
port remaining inthe world — and that
I have loft : — Bovile is dead !

Were you only. to confider the fitua-
tion into which.I am plunged by his.
melancholy fate, perhiaps you might ex-
cufe me if my grief was confined to

H 3
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my own misfortune: perhaps you might
think, that, in lofing him with whom
I had been united but for a moment, as
it were, —and whofe premature death
leaves me at the mercy of my enemies,
— I have lefs reafon to regret him as a
hufband than as a protetor. But, thort
as was the time of our union, Bovile
had already imprefled my heart with
fentiments of the moft lively gratitude,
and the moft tender efteem. And how
foon does adverfity teach us to judge
of mankind! Can I — the fifter of Var-
mont | — the {lave, the prifoner of Mur-
ville ! — can 1 be condemned for fuppof-
ing that there exift few worthy charac-
ters among their whole fex ? and have
I not reafon eternally ta regret the lofs
of him who has been fnatched away
from my affeétion ?
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So dreadful, however, is my prefent
condition, that I am almoft as cruelly"
tormented by my anxious fears, as by
my bitter regret. Oh Dorothy ! what
fhall become of your Emily.? Perfecut-
ed ‘by the unrelenting hatred of Ma-
dame Varmont, —faved only by a mi-
racle from the blood-thirfty rage of an
unnatural brother,—a widow almoft
as foon as married, — forced to conceal
the name of my family and that of my
hufband, — deftitute of every refource
- poflefling neither ftrength nor expe-
- rience, — what ufe fhall I make of that
fatal liberty which is now fallen to my
Tot ? Alas! would it, then, have been
better for me to have lived in eternal
flavery, fuch as you are doomed to
groan under?

But why do I talk of liberty ? I'da
H4
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“not enjoy it, my  dear Dcrothy. This
Muyville detains me a prifoner : — fuch
is the advantage he takes of the weak-
nefs of my' fex, and the wretchednefs

_-of my forlorn' condition ! 1 hope never-

‘thelefs that the Almighty Being who
ftretches forth his powerful arm to fuc-
cour and protett the oppreffed, did not
refcue me from the dagger of a parri-
cidal brother, to leave me in the hands
of a deftroyer of female honour. Let
me but recover a little ftrength, and I
fhall find means to elude the vigilance
my tyrant jailor. T'll try, I'll examine,
T'll inquire. — Surely I fhall at length
fucceed : — or am I to fuppofe that
there exifted but a fingle man upon '
-earth, who was pofleffled of delicacy
and generofity ? am I to defpair of ever -
inding a fecond Bovile ? I certainly do.
ot intend to folicit the mortifying pity
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pity of any human bejng: — but why
fhould I blufh to implore the humane
fympathy of thofe whofe -befoms glow
with -genuine. fenfibility? And befides,
thall I not be able to maintain myfelf
by the work ef my own hands, as fo
many dthers do? The moft Jaborious
employment would not terrify me : af-
‘ter hiaving once had the courage to un-
«dertake it, habit weould foon reconcile
me to it. " In fhort, I feel myfelf capa-~
ble of enduring every thing except the
- fhame: and infamy attendant on vice.
Do not, therefore, Dorothy, be uneafy
on my account: a ray of returning
hope fuddenly beams upon my mind :
and, happen what may, my patience
will never forfake me.

Hs
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Musgvirie to. VARMONT.

Langey, June 19, midnight.

SHE is yours? the outrage is complet-
ed? her charms. are blafted? Well,
take her back ! I do net wifh to detain
her: fhe is no longer worthy of my
regard. Let your ambaffador make his
appearance. I fhall immediately deli~
ver up to him your fugitive fultana, ~
and only wifh that a troop of ugly hob-
goblins may carry off the ftupid Vandal
who carried her off from you.
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MURVILLE to VARMONT.

~

20th Jutie, five in the morning.

‘WHAT ! you really had the heart to
profane fuch charms? ber timid mo-
defty, her maiden:innocence, couldnot
reprefs your licentious defires? Theen-
treaties, the affe@ing tears of youthful
beauty, were incapable of melting your
heart ? — But why do I talk of entreaties
and tears ? — Y ou ought, Madam, you

eught to have called in the aid of pinch-
ing, fcratching, biting, fereaming —
even fwearing, if neceflary! You fhould’
have ftruggled like a Fury — you fhould
~—yes, you fhould have fuffered deatk

itfelf, rather than fubmit to fuch treat-
ment. .. .Inftead of that, you only fly
when the mifchief is done! ~—Then,

Hé6



‘156  EMILY DE VARMONT.

Madam, notwithftanding all the pene-
tration and fenfibility that beam in your
fparkling eyes, I muft pronounce you a
- downright fimpleton !

But, no! ’tis you alone, unrelenting
Varmont, that are to blame: — you
;zlome are- guilty. How, I afk, how
-eould fo feeble and delicate a creature

- 3¢fift, even for a few minutes, the ef-
forts of your fuperior firength2 You
averpowered her, =— you murdered
ber —yes, you committed murder in
-ghe . literal fenfe of the term — downs
zight premeditated ‘murder L — poos
girl! charmipg creature, worthy of a
bbster fate ! When in imagination k7
yiew .(he particylars of the tranfattion,
-y blood boils with rage ! Yes, in thofe
moments, I would be willing enough
tq_{¢nd her back to you: butat t' e fame
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time I would fnatch. up-my {word, and
plunge it to the hilt in your bofom.

. A T
- Aéts of vielence — black, .yillanous
deeds — are all that you, and.men like
you, are capable of. You iffue your
commands, when you ought to employ
folicitation: = you . feize by force
what you ought' to obtain by concef-
fion! — Glorious exploits to boaft
of ! — A common drayman would m
that particular rival the beft among
you, ’ :

. But to footh the grief of a tender:
fair one, in order to lull her vigilance
— to offer incenfe to her vanity, in or-
der to lead her aflray — ta flatter her
prejudices, in order .to overcome them
— to pay homage to her virtue, in -
order to render it more traftable —
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to excite her gratitude by ‘afts of
feeming kindnefs — her tendernefs by
a counterfeit fenfibility — her confi-
dence by a well-feigned refpect — her
generofity by a boundlefs difinterefted-
nefs— even her defires by ‘tranf{ports
fometimes fuddenly difcovered, but im-
mediately repréfled— gradually to kin-
dle in her youthful heart a devouring
fame — and at lengh to reduce the
charming maid, not fimply to furren-
der, but to give, to throw herfelf into
your embraces, and voluntarily to blefs
you with full poffeflien of her charms
— that is the mafter-piece of our art —
_and that is what I hope to achieve.

- T am well aware that it will be a te-
. dious tafk: but, every thing confider-
ed, I have ample time to accomplith
it. I have already had a fufficient num-
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%er of ierdinary intrigues : — am weary
-of ‘them, and now with to enjoy the
peaceful {fweets of an engagemeat of
neardy a ferious matare: 1 wifh to try
- the effefts of . fomething nearly aps
proaching to real love. - And then what
a glorious reward I fhall receive for my
toils | Never was a finer opportunity of
trying the expeninfen‘! on fo charmmg
a fubje& v

Thus, Varmom you muft plamly
pefceive, -that to’ ferid ‘e your confis
dential valet, would be fending him on
- a fruitlefs errand. It is i{rrpofﬁble'fot
" me to think of furrendering her.

I fancy I already hear you exclaim
againft my conduét. But let us hear
your arguments. — “ You cannot exift
without her?” ==I know you too well;
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“-Varmont — I know that:the fightlof an-
-other fair face will foon make you for-
‘get ber; whereas hér imageis indelibly
fixed in 'my:befom, and- in taking her
- from me, you would tear. away a part
of myfelf —.ny. whole heart..— You
are - enamoured with jher? — I amh 3
'-,ihoufaud times- more -fo. I burn with
the love ‘with which~he bas already. inr
fpired me, and feel by anticipation ;t;he
additional flame that fhe will hereafter
kindle ir my bpeaft. — A gata, you have
~ the confidence.tg-affert that fhe is yours:
but. ] deny the fatt: for who has'ever
maintained -that flolen gpods: are ‘the
property of the. thief. who has purloin-
ed them?
. No, no, Monfieur Varmont, it isin
vain for you to entreat, copjure, apo-
logife, — in vain to ftoop.to the meanefk
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condefcenfions : — my refolution is ta-
ken:—I never will confent to give
her up.

Until I have more leifure, I muft de-
fer anfwering the infignificant queftions
with which you teafe me: but in the
mean time I confent to accept of your
-apology, and even your compliments.
I am net, however, quite fure that it
really is a compliment to Murville,
when you condefcend to acknowledge
him fuperior to Varmont. Be that as.
it may, ITam difpofed to fhow you every
_indulgence: but as to the lady, I am
determined not to furrender her.
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MvurviLLE to VARMONT.

June 24.

IF you ftill entertain any doubts of my
veracity, my dear friend, your confi-
dant can eafily clear them up : — he can
affure you that the lady is very far from
Joving you.

~In fpite of the ridiculous difguife un-
.der which your valet was concealed,
‘$he fancied fhe recognifed him; and
- the. whole houfe immediately echoed
with her fcreams. The amiable girl
embraced my knees —my words are
literally true — fhe fell on her knees,
and, embracing mine, earnefily fuppli-
cated me not to deliver her up to her
moft deadly enemy.~—1I had not the

~n .
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-moft diftant intention of doing fo -~
her beft friend fhould not have obtained
her from me. — Your worthy emiffary,
neverthelefs, after having fruitlefsly em-
ployed the meaneft fupplications of
~which ‘a footman is capable, fuddenly
aflumed all the majefty of an ambaffa-
dor! Like that famed Roman who car-
ried peace and war in the folds of his
rabe, Monfieur Lafleur with a econfe~
quential air thruft his hand in his. pock»
ef; and immediately drew put death
and deftruftion in the fbape of a chal-
lenge .in your hand-writing ! <~ I at firft
received your manifefto with all due re-
fpett: biit your ambaflador having taken
fome infolent liberties, I was juft con-
fidering whether I had not better com-
mence hoftilities by throwing him out:
of:the window. Lﬂckdy a fingle word,
- fram the lady was fufficient to sjd me
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of his prefence — « Monfler "' cried fhe,
“ if you do not inftantly retire, I'll dif- -
“ cover the whole!” — That inftank
the monfter was gone. S

On my part; after having" recovered
from my agitation, I again ard-again
Tead over your note, and pondered- its-
‘contents. — Varmont, that note . cons
vinces me that you are an- arraht. fool;.
or'a’ déep politician ; — a fool, if you
ferioufly- mean to' expofe yourfelf, for
the fake of the lady, to be rum through
the body-by your beft friend ;—a-deep
politician, if you:give'me this appoints
fnent to meet you.on the frontier, only
with a view to get ‘me away from tha
charming- glr] However the cafe may
be, I am now forewarned,.and fhall ac<
cordingly ftand; on 'my guard. - What«
ever danger.may be rin referve for me,
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Lere I am determined to ftay, and de-’
fend that treafure which I am now lefs-
inclined to furrender than I ever was. .
before. — If, on your fide, you perfift-
in the defign of wrefting it from me, —.
come, my dear friend) come! Mur--
ville will await your approach, without:

- recoiling an inch. Thus each of us
will aét perfeltly in charatter : ’tis not
the party who is attacked, that ought .
to be the firfl to quit his ground.

Neverthelefs, Varmont, will you take
a good advice? Remain quietly at.
home. Do not come to defy my valour -
on my own lawn!—1I know you are an
adept in fencing: but — without va-
nity be it faid — I alfo have diftinguifh-
ed myfelf in the art. You know, my .
friend, it is incumbent on men of our
flamp to be expert in a tilting bout.
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TFilting would foon degenerate to a fri-
volous and contemptible amufement,.
if never employed except at the call of
that romantic honour, of which we talk
fo loudly. In order to conceive a pro-
per idea of its value, we muft confider
it in its more ufeful fubferviencies. To
it we are indebted for the privilege of
attempting and executing with impu-
nity thofe diabolical pranks of which
we make our daily boaft — but from
which we fhould foon be obliged to re-
frain; 'if, like the common herd of
fneaking fober people, we were tamely
to fubmit”to the rules of ordinary juf-
tice. * Beyond all doubt, it is indif-
penfably neceffary that we fhould, in
‘any fudden emergency, be able to fay
to a man who might be tempted to
make a noife, ¢ It is true, Sir, that I
bave dexteroufly won your whole fore .

S -
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tyne at the gaming-table — that I have
. publicly infulted your wife in the ball-
room—that I have feduced your daugh-
ter — carried off your fifter — fneered
at, ridiculed, expofed yourfelf: —
nought remained, Sir, but to kick ydu:
— I now..do that ; — and you muft pa-
tiently pocket all thofe infults— or,
‘1 run you through the body!” ———
What an excellent invention for us is
that {yftem which fets the prejudices of

education in oppofition to the laws,—

and, exalting perfonal ftrength above
all authority, exempts us from the ne-
ceflity of poflefling any virtues, or the
~ fmalleft atom of morality, provided we
only wear a fword! I give you there-
fore credit for valuing yourfelf upon
yours ; nay, I can even conceive that
you will be inclined to think it more
formidable than mine, if you follow up
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my reafoning with rigid ftriéknefs. But,
I caution you to beware! When you
formerly led me to take the firft ftep in .
the career of libertinifm, I refle€ted
that I fhould perhaps, at fome future
day, find myfelf unable to aveid follow-
ing your fteps in a more criminal path; -

~and that at length the devil might-

tempt me to aim at furpafling you..Im-.
preffed with that idea, I took my mea-
fures accordingly. — Take, therefore,
my advice, Varmont, and referve your
courage for fome lefs perilous occafion:
for, between us adepts at the blade,
there is nothing to be gained on either
fide but'a few inches of cold iron.

Above all things, do not attempt to
fend Lafleur to me again. He muft,-
on his part, feel very little inclination
to come here a fecond time : and I,.on
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the other hand, fthall be very glad never
meore to fee him. Previous-to his ap-
-pearance, the lady hed already twenty
‘times requefted that ¥ would fet her at
-hberty : —=you may judge how: much
-more prefling fhe is become in her foli-
-citations fince the fervant’s viit has
~given her reafon to dread a vifit from
his mafter.—Would you believe it? fthe
afually attempted this moérning to
efcape through the window: but
though I fhould have heen diverted to
shave feen your clumfy embaflador take
fuch a leap—and was . f{o ftrongly
‘tempted to compel him to it yefterday
=1 thought it tvo dangerous for a
-young lady. Accordingly I have barred
-up the windows of her apartment : but
-this tender attention on my part,which -
fhe ungratefully brands with the name
-of tyranny, retards inftead of promot-
Vor.I. . 1
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ing the fuccefs of my plans.. Be quiet,

‘Varmont — do not interfere. Since it

ig mot.in your power to prevent my ob-
taining the obje& of my withes, would
you feek ‘the ‘mean confolation of de-
laying the happy moment? Such con-
du€t would be contemptible! I re-
quett, I entreat, that you will be quiet
~and, above all things, do not agaln
fend me Laﬂeur '

Heark’ye, if he ever more dares to
make his appearance here, I give you
fair warning that he fhall not-be fuf-
fered to depart until he has made am-
ple confeflion of ,every circumftance
which the lady, in her fudden tranfport,
was on the point; of difcowéring, had
not your prudent confidant prevented,

by his hafty flight, a difclofure, of

which the bare threat had fo dread-
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fully alarmed him. 'Varmont, tis no
trifle, in the firft ‘inftance, to ravith a
girl :-but it often happens that an ac-
tion, in itfelf unjuftifiable, is accompa-
nied by a variety of circumftances which
greatly contribute to aggravate its cri-
‘mitality;: Now every thing concurs to
convince me, that, in your affair with
Mademoiftile Terville, the incidents
and epifodes ‘weré of a piecc with the
main plot.  You certainly muft have
out-done your former out-doings: for,
in fhort, in your-laft letter, fo little cal:
culated to give me any information on
the fubjeét, and-immediately followed
by a number of notes equally unfatif-
fa&ory, but which difplay in every line
the efforts of art aiming to be natural,”
—in all that tedious f{cribbling, I fay,
not a word appears — no, not a fingle
word, that could intimate the moft di-
I2
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ftant intention on your part ever to dif<
clofe to me the particulars of that new
myftery of irfiquity. Do nat therefore
"compel me to fathom it. Although ydu
‘are much younger than I, you-have often
fet me a frightful example in the paths
I bave above-mentioned: and whe
knows but the leffons which this ad-
venture would furnith, might prove tbo
fhocking for your pupil? Yes, Var
mont, I fufpet that you have made the
dofe too powerful for me to fwallow.
~ Be quiet, Varmont — I beg of you,
A be ‘quiet ; and, above all things, never

" again fend me Lafleur.
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' ° MORVILLE to DOLERVAL.

SR Langey, June 24,

OH beneﬁccnt apoplexy' why didft
‘thou' not carry off the old man fome
years fooner?-or thou, rather, devouring
‘ocedn, 'why'df’d’& thou not fwallow up
the young' man fome years later? .
“What. appears- to me wholly unic-
counts¥l¥; s that. Bovile- fliculd have '
fo aukwardly taken his leave of Eleo-
-nora precifely. at the very moment
-when her eyetlafting D’Etioles was on
. -the. point of fairly bidding us all’an
eternal adiew. True love is feldom
guilty-of fimilar blunders. But, at all
events, my dear Dolerval, our charm-
ing fiter is now doubly a widow.
I3
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‘Ought we to lament her fate ? Egad, E
am not perfetly clear that we fhould.
K on the one hand .we have, reafon to
weep, on the other we may fairly be
.allowed to fmile. She has Toft her
lover, it is true: but at the fame time
_the is releafed from her hufband; ks a
word, I fufpedl, that, all. circumftances
confidered, a due proportmn will;. be
found to prevail between the, hapgy
_I p]amly fee that -the world is; goxem-
-ed by an over-ruling: provtdence. ,_-._ .
_ Prefent therefore to my dear Elco-
‘nora — unlefs, however, you fhould
think it improper — a.doublg;compli-
‘ment in my name,— the one of condo-
- lence — the other of congratulatien. -
You may very. {afelyx my. dear Doler-

]
-’
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‘#al vénture to compliment me ifi that
manner: F fhall not - be ‘affronted on -
~ the occafien :- for in truth I know niot
whether -my prefent:cendition claims
~ your{ympathy in joy or your fympathy
in forrow. - That fenfibility -of which
you-{o ofteni boaft to me — ean it be o
defeét in our blood — an hereditary
difedfe ~ a- family failing, which :1
.have.only partially cured in my -cwn
~conftitution by the ufe of -palliatives,
“but never beenr able- wholly to eradi- -
cate > 1 vow I feel it fpringing up und
expanding in- my bofom! It is very.
- troublefome : it impedes my - refpira-
- tion. -When ‘i company ‘with - the
- abarming Terville, ’tis then-that T 'feel.
my-breath: quite ftopt: and in my deep
amaze-I hear myfelf-figh. On thefe oc-.
eafions, my figure, formerly all gaiety
and. life, affumes fuch -an air ~ the.
v 1,
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very air of a man deeply infefted with
your difeafe! And the cunning. gipfy,
who - plainly perceives' my embarrafl-
" ment, - ftrives to take advantage of it.
She importunes me "to fet her.at li-
berty : for < if I have not already told
you of the eircumftance, I. muft now
inform you, that I'keep her under lock
and key. —1 fancy I hear you exclaim
againft fuch a procedure ~~ Well ! tell
me ‘then, can you point out a more ef~
feGtual modé of detaining * an angel™
againft her will? — But, to return<m
fhe demands, and I refufe.~— Her voice
next affuming a fiill fofter tone, fhe
begs, entreats, fupplicates : — then
chiefly it'is that the family weaknefs
prevails, and I feel my whole foul
moved within me. Has a tear— one
fingle tear — dropped.from her eye ? =
Mine immediately —~ Y65, mine is ready.
>
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to fhed tears too. I am uneafy, I am
vexed, to find myfelf in fuch a condi-
tion — I'am ‘weaty, I am afhamed, of
it! And neverthelefs I cannot help
owning that!it is not wholly unproduc- -
‘ tive of p-leaﬁng_ fenfations, '
Howwer, if the lady intends to per-
fevere in tormenting: me thus, 1-muft,
forie of thefe days, take adVantage of a
fudden fidrt-of courage: and perhaps;
By boldIy rifking the- attack; I' may
bBring the affair to-a happy conclufion.
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- . - S

VarMONT to.LAPLEUR, -
. R :

. -Paris, June 28..

I WAS convinced of it: there was
ot the fmalleft room. to’ doubt..of ‘the
faét. And yet you, who have beth feen.
and beard — you. flill. hefitate?. *Tis
well worth while, forfooth, todie con-
cealed in the vicinity, and do nothing!
You apply to me for frefh inftruétions,!;
But did I not, hefore your departure,
give you every poflible inftrution that
.the cafe could require? Did I fot
clearly forefee the embarraffing fitua- |
tion in which you are involved? Have-
you forgotten that the challenge was a.
mere bravado, and to be employed-
only as the laft refource, which might

¢ ¢



' EMILY DE VARMONT. 199

perhaps prevail with our gentleman by. -
alarming his fears? Why then dgypu:
feem to expell that I-fhould go .and.ex-,
pofe myfelf in a. duel with him?. That

meafure is.not to be.adopted until- yoy,
have unfuceefsfully. tried every other..

No doubt, we fhall hare our.revenge
on the. infolent fellow. who has mal-!
treated ~you :: but,. in preference to

every. other. confideratian, the. more-ur-

gent bufinefs muft be ﬁrﬁ dxfpatched

If what we have already done were

fill undone — if there were queftion of

-~ «tgking the firft ftep in this affair — now
- that I am cautioned by the cryel unea-
finefs that racks my foul, I fhould per-’
_haps hefitate. But what I at firft con-’

. fented to do for the fake of my pecu-'
. njary advantage alone,~can I now re-’

. 16 - ‘
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fufe to-do- ity when more poWerfd]Iy'
impelled - By the' confideration of our’
commténi fafety » Do -you nat feel the -
full'force of thofe alarming words, « If
. you do not inftantly retire; I'll difcover
the whole $”—Fool ! blockhead ! could
the talk of difcovering any thing unlefs-
fhe Knew it ? Of what confequence is
it to us, how fhe has herfelf difcovered
it? The main, the moft urgent confi-
deration’ with -us, is to take effeftual .
fteps to prevent her ever dlfcovermg it
to any body elfe ’

"Be a],ért therefore ;' exert yourfelf in
aftion. * You are provided with money
and arms: yau thought the execution
of my projet a matter of no difficulty :
—be expedxtxous — we have not a .
moment to lofe. 'Sooner or later we "
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fhould both inevitably feel the.confe-
quences of your neglet. Pluck up a
little courage, and confign:to the-earth
what the waves have fo unluckily
thrown bdck upon our bands. .
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Murviiee to DOLERVAL:
Langey, 4th July, ten in the morning,,

LAMENT .my misfortune, -Dolerval .
- I3 it poffible for the prudence and fore--
fight of man to gnard againft the trea-¢
chery of a villain and the fifatagems’ of!
a'woman? Nought can furpafs the-in-;
‘genuity of the latter: and the fuccefs:
of the former is.unparalleled. Which
of the two-has corrupted my valet-de--
chambre, I cannot tell : but one thing,.
of which.I am- unfortunately: but_too. -
"certain, is-that my. rafcal Marcel has.
difappeared .during the laft: night, toge-
ther with my fair prifoner, whom he -
had releafed from. her confinement..
Hence I naturally conclude that the .
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ungrateful girl has ﬂgd from me == un-
lefs' indeed the tredchesbus Varmont,
has camed -her off b)n force .or fraud.

Thus abandoaed L. .fhould ﬁand in
need‘._of all my natgral gaiety : ———
but -that. teo has cruelly forfakén, me..
Never..did -1 before experience anys
event fa little: calchlated to-amufe’ ar:
comfort me :: never did.any misfortune:
appear to me lefs fupportable.. I feel:
within ‘me a fomething which prompts,
a figh, Is.it felf-love? ‘is it lave for:
Terville ? — Guefs it,'Dolerval, if you.
can': — for I have, at this moment, an
equal repugnence to make thé avowal
- tp you, or eventacitly to acknowledge
the true fate of the: t.afe within. Iuy
WD bofom

S e

There isone c:rcum_ﬁ’ance which fets.
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mo diftradled : — I'ans foreed inftanta-
neotfly to fetout for Breft: T have jut:
recetved: ordets to. attend thére with--
out a moment’s delay ; and perhaps
I fhalt be obliged to embark; and be
kepton fhip-board during the rembin--
der: of ‘the: fesfon.  Thus I! 4 ‘prec
" cluded” from perfohally purfuing® the:
- fugitive: or<the - ravithee: but at leaf
I tuke the precuution- of: fehdimg: a-
trnfty myrmidon fo Parisj! who. wilk
plant himfelf ¥ Varmont’s neighbour
hodd; diligently. obferve His¢ motionis,”
and fend me intelligence/ whether' the
poor girl has again fallen: into :the:
hands: of the man wiiom:fhe . fo Icor-j
dially detefts. Shouldthat be tha'cife,’
I'would endeavour-to exert -greatat di-:
ligence and fkill in recovering my foft:
property, than I havc fhown m\keep—

mg it : . b



EMILY DE VARMOXT. 183
- Adieu, my dear brother! Salute
Eleonora in my name. I love her the
more, now that fo-great a fimilarity
exifts between her fate and mine. She
has loft the objet of her tender affec-
tions : — the fame misfortune has be-
fallen me; and I dread from my foul,
that, that like her, I fhall be incon-
'folable. 'The fource of her mifery and -
of mine is that we both poffefs too
great a pottion of ‘fenfibility and vir-

tue.~ Let this be a- warmng_ tv you,
Dolcrval.
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: . !
- Larr E'U‘nf' t6 ;V“Azilif&"}i'ff :

. Blms, ad Jnly, fix in the aftemoom

RIAKE Jyour mmd eafy, Sn' thero
is mobody to. blab at- prefent.,-—,-tho-
bufinefs.is fettled, . =

Marccl r}emanded a’ conﬁéerabic
l.hm. I gave him every thing he. re<
quired : I'knew you could_not ftand
to higgle for fo capital a firoke. — As-
foon as.the cage was unlocked, the-
bird came out of her own accord.:. L
was for fome time at a lofs how to-dif~
pofe of her, as Marcel had: eloped:’
with us, and. kept us :‘company. But:
quitting us at -a few leagues’ diftance-
from.Saumur, he left: me at liberty ;;
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and about the break of day, in a piece
of wood-land near Tours, the bird fang
her laft nbtes : — in:that fpot L left: her
under:the fallen. leaves.. - e
oY R | S . e
Neverthelefs,. it is fromBlois that 1
write to you ; being detained here by
ficknefs.. It was a dreadful undertak-
ing that you charged me with:—=to-
execute it, required all the courage that
.} could fummon to my aid. " 1 am per-.
fuaded, Sir, that even yourfelf, who.
are certainly a more experienced ve-.
teran than I,- could not, without. fhud-.
dering, have accomplifhed that - bufi--
nefs : = the bird: had fuch .beautiful.
plumage, amd fo.charming a voice!
She affe€ted me fo much, that I have:
not yet recovered — I quiver in every.
limb —1I am very, very fick.. Indeed,,
Sir,, inftead.of the five. hundred. lonige-
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d’ots that you preniifed mé, you-ought
in all confcience to give me a thour
fand : and I folemnly. {weas to’:you;
- that, if you were to offer me four-times
as much, I would not do the bufinefs
overagain, . - e
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§ : i . !

o -

Euux 10 Doiuar.; .

S

?;om the Preibytety ¥ of Sk, Cyr, ncar Tom.
© ' sth Auguﬁ feven in the cvemng.

I 'HAVE ROt,Cmy dear Dorethy, eved
the melancholy iconfolation “of - enteré
taining a fingle doubt-on the fubjettt
— the infamous Varmont has filled up
the meafure of his crimes. .
. Havfing for fome days paft been more
urgently .importuned by the infulting
' propofals of Monfieur de Murville, I
vamly endeavoured to gdin over his

. %1 know not whether the word Prej&ym) -has
ever bcen ufed in Englifh to denote the houfe or
Hwelhng of a ptieft, (prefByter) : in that ﬁgm-
fication it is employed in thefe volumes. T=r.
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walet-de-chambre who was intrufted
with the keys ‘of my prifon. I leave
you to judge with what earneftnefs I
redoubled my-efforts, when thé appear-
ance of Lafleur, who was commiffion-
ed by Varmont to cliim me from the
hands of Murville, had convinced me
that my enemy was.no doubt deter-
mined, at whatever price, to accom-
plith his deteftable proje@ts. - - !

" My folicitations, now become more
frequent and more prefling, at length - .
appeared to touch the heart of Marcel.
—The day before yefterday, we had
agreed that I fhould hold myfelf in
readinefs tomake my efcape.in the dead
of the following night. He came to-
me - according to appointmeént: ‘he
opened the doors of my apartment
and the precaunon he had taken, of

8
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bringing no light with him, appeared
t0. me quite natural. ‘We defcended
the ftaircafe without noife, and haﬁily
traverfed the garden, at the back door
of which I was at firft furpnfed to ﬁnd
a poﬁ-chaxfe in waiting.

Marcel, who perceived how much I
mas aftonilhed -at this inftance of at-
tention on his part, faid to me in the-
amoft unaffefted tone, * You muft quit
the -vicinity .of this chateau with. all
poflible expedition. On foot, on the
high road, in the darknefs of night,
you could pot preceed very far. I{hall
therefore conduét you fome- leagues’
diftance: but L intend to quit you at
the break of day; and then you will -
manage in the beft manner you can.”

Satisfied with thefe few words, I en-.
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tered' the carriage, Maroel took his
ftation behind : and I was fo tranfport-
ed with tumultuous joy, that I had
not even the prefence of mind to in~
-quire or confider whe our driver might
be. Alas! I difcovered him at the
firft dawn of the morning.

We were in a waod: Marcel had
* juft quitted the carriage’;-and I was
beginning to feel very uneafy fenfations
on feeing myfelf thus expofed, in a
manner, ;a,t the difcretion of a firanger.
“Suddenly my conduélor tutned afide
from the highway, and drove into a
by-road.—1 was alarmed, —1 fhriek-
ed. — Immediately "he looked back
towards me, and ¢ If you make the
leaft noife,” faid he, « I’ll mﬂantly put

you to death.”
6



EMILY DE VARMONY.- 193
1 “Conceive, Dorothy; my horror, on
tecogmﬁng .the. features -and the voice
of that -cruel footman, whofe appear-
‘ance at Murville’s country-feat had fo
much. .alarmed ‘me a few days before !
A dark cloud overfpread my eyes —
a cold fweat bedewed my face = and I
remained motiorlefs through fear in that
carriage which was- condu&ting me to
the fpot where a parricide brother was
no doubt pﬁeparing for my deﬁruéhbn.

- Scarcely had e advanced thlrty
ards, when we camé to a more dark
and gloomy fpot:~ Lafleur flopped the
horfes : I fcreamed and fhrieked aloud:
he tumed towards me with a threaten-
ing. gbﬁure- fear immediately choaked
- 7y véice: but I fuppofe there was a
fomething in my countenance ‘and atti-
tude, fuffictently moving to melt the
Vor. L. K
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heart of a barbarian: for he -again
whipped his horfes and proceded.” But
alas! he foon refumed hs bloody. fefo-
lutions, and made me,ﬁfweiity times in
one fhort quarter of an hour, experience
pangs more cruel than thofe of death it-
itfelf. — Every moment he flackened his
pace, turned back his head, and caft
on his vi&tim a look of faVa\ge ferocity. »

On my part, feeing that all my hopes
refted on his compaffion, I threw my-
felf on my knees in the fatal-carriage,
prefenting to the eyes of myintended
affaffin my countenance bathed with
tears, and my out-firetched hanids chafp-
ed together in ‘earneft fupplication, = “E-
very time that he viewed that fad-fpec-
tacle, he feemed to relent ;- but tHe im-
preflions.of pity were of fo thott dura-
tion, that it was vxﬁble ‘the’ t:mne muﬁ
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at length be saccomplithed. At Jeaft
fuch was my convition ; and I fuﬂ'créd
a thoufand deaths while in dreadful ex-,
pe&atlon of the fatal ftroke. :
At length Laﬂeur, having fteeled his
foul with additional courage and fero-
city, ahghts from his horfe : but left the
fight of mé fhould again fhake his refo-
lution, he kept his head turned aﬁde
while he approached me. ~Meantime
I ruthed out of the carriage, and gd-
vanced towards him. My eyes foqght
to meet his: he faw me, and was un-
able to firike the deadly blow. Imme.
djately;I dropped dewn at. his £ect,-..
emabraced his, knqgs,-— and exclaxmed,
*Na, my fuend,, !;you will not dp
1: ! Yoou,are not fo vond of mexcy as the
cruel ,wretqh wha, has fent you. Yop

are nof capable of, commijting t the Arg:
~ K2
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cious crimes which he prefcribes, —
‘you, who, at the moment 1 was finking
in the waves, ftretched out your friend-
ly hand to refcue me from déftruc~
tion! Leave, leave the execution of
the bloody defign to him who plunged
me back into the ocean. Can you be
apprehen\ﬁ\-re that I thould ever betray
-or bring you into danger,—1, who par-
doned even bim,— I, who, to fcreen
him from the juft punifhment due to his
black deeds, confented to keep my
ftory, and even my very name, a fecret ?
Even now, I ftill confent to do "the
fame. Il retire to: fome obfcare vil-
lage— there conceal my wretcbednefs
and my misfortunes < and never more
thall the name of Emily de Vatinont be
heard —1 promlfe, 1 fwear it to you by
all that is facred. — Retutn, héwever,
to 'the inhuman wretch who 'fent you:
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tell him his fifter is fio more. = Let him
rejoice at my deplorable end: let him
enrich himfelf with my fpoils. I, on
the other hand, " fhall ever rémember
that when he withed to take away my
life, it was you who faved it.”

_ While I thus endeavoured to awaken
the fentiments of humanity in the heart
of Lafleur, he appeared to ‘be.fuccef.
fively agitated by various difcordant paf-
fions. - 1 obferved him:with that quick
dut acute attentidn of which danger.ren~
ders us capable.. At.firft-his: coufite-
pance exhibited all the ftern refolution
of -defpair: it next difplayed irrefolu~
tion and anxiety: happily thefe were
foon fucceeded by pity; and pity at
length brought on repentante. - The
moment was now come, wher, if he
had poffeffed fufficient ftrength to-fpeak;.
K3 :
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my inténded murdérer wéuld have im-
plored my mercy and pardon in tum.
His uplifted arm fell' languid by’ his
fide: the poxgnard drépped from - his
grafp. — Inftantly feizing' the favour->
‘able moment for éfcape, I fprang up on
. my feet, and plunging into the thick
of the foreft, ran, I knew not whither,
but continued my flight ftraight forward
in queﬁ of an afylum. o

Bemg ‘foon obhged to ﬁop in-order
to recover breath, I félt an’ irrefiftible
- inclination"to’ lodk' back ‘ towards the
objet of my terrot. Through airopen-
ing inrfhie thick fbliage ¥ perédivedhiin
1ill motmi‘xlel‘s in the” fpot where I'fhad
left him? “ But why,” thdughtl to riy-
felf, ¢ is Hils face tumed this wiy? why
6 'his gyés Rl purfne my fteps #"The
idéa of a‘"damger from ‘whi¢h Fhad not
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as yet wholly efcapad, and-which might
- fill oyertake 'me, lmpelled me to Te-
fume my flight. - Terfor added wings
to my fpeed ; nor did I again flop unti}
my . fears were completely allayed by
the rattling of the chaife, which, I éould
plainly perceive, was hurrying away
from the fpot at full gallop.

At that moment, feeling myfelf ready .
to faint, I flung myfelf on the ground,
bathed in a flood of téars: and utfer-
ing: a bitter xmprecatxon agam{t the im-
pious wretch who thirfted for my blood
L:zeturned. my: swarmeft and devoutcﬁ
thanks to.that Almrghty chg who
fomet Qr: later -refcues the. weak from
the qppl:eﬂion of the: ’,wu.ked. My hearp:
was next, expanded. with th;g jneffable
oy whxch fycereds the, emations of teg.’
FOI &t nhp mqmpnl; ofa ﬁaxtuqate;efcaye

K4
V4
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from imminent -danger. I.congratulated .
myfelf oa the'fevere trial 1. had under-
gone; fince it promifed to be the lak ¥
fhould ever have to experignce, =— finca
it had been the meags of resoveriog my
liberty, — aad fince by it 1 was atonce
ond for ever delivered frosn. she deddiy
rage of a detefiable brother, and-the
perfecunons of an unworthy lover i

_ But whither dire& my ﬁqpsi how
procure a fubfitence ? — alaa ! to; whom
apply for relief ? — % What " feid: kite
mylelf — < fhall 8 haplefs women, :witq
has not deferved: the: misfottsunss shat
havebefallen ber,— (haltihébeunable so
find an afylum.? Was it not with acvieve
to conduét me to-a port of fafety, that
providence, ever juff, ever,atientive:ée
thofe in diftrefs, has {o. long! fwtﬂd
me during the ﬁorm? -Can;-that pravi

4
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dence permit that all-the evils to which
human nature is fubjeét: thould at once
be aceymulated on: my . innocent inex=
perienced youth? After fo many fuffer-
ings,-may I not hope to:find a fafe and
honeurable retreat, where, in the ob-
fcurity. of -a lahorious 'life; I may enjoy
= if not happinefs — at leaft fome de-
gree of peaca angd tranquillity 2"

. Thefe- reflections ‘revived my hopes,
and re-animated my couraéf;, Full of
eonfidence, 1 walked on towards thofe
unknown places where I was to expe-
rience a lefs deplorable fate. I had
foom . ttawverfed the wood, - and pow
found my{elf on the high road, whence
I difcovered at a fmall diftance a num-
ber of fteeples, which:exhibited the ap-
peararige of & large and populous cltyy
After I had advanced fomewhat f_a_rth_c:;
7
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I perceived that near the city ftood a
village. The latter feemed better fuited
to my prefent condition than the for-
mer: —in a village I fhould no doubt
find it eafier to conceal myfelf —and
there I fhould be more likely to
find thofe hofpitable virtues which are
the ufual attendants on.fimplicity of
manners. — Influenced by thefe confi-

derations, I turned to the right hand |
and, leaving the eity of Tours en my
left, entered the village of St. Cyr,
where 1 knocked ‘at the doo: bf' the

preibytery '. SRR

A young man opened it.— waﬂl »
faid I, “'to fpeak to the clefgyman » ; '

% Helis ready to hear what you. have
to fav, Madain : — I arh the: perﬁm yog
inquire for."” :
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“ Do you ftand i in need of a fcrvant
mald Slr? '

“ As to needs,"Madam, I have no
lack of them: it is only the means that
are wanting.— Whoever fent you to me,
. mouft, it feems, be very 1gnorant of the
fituation of a poor curate on a very,
flender fa.lary

- «Then you refufe me an afylum?
you have no room for me in ) your houfe?”

“ Room, Madam ? — as muchirodm
as you pleafe: but as to provifiens, a
very ‘fcanty ftore,—and‘ thoney, none
atafl®™ 77 :

e only reqmre empfoyment and
B‘l‘ead" : .. | ." {, R BN

vy
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. Bread?=—I am not overftocked even
with that: yet I have no objeétion te
fhare it with you. We may even fome-
times contrive to add to it a few vege-
tables, milk, or eggs: but remember I
tell you before-hand that. bread confti-
tutes the main  article on my table.—
You talk of being my feryant !” conti-
nued he, viewing me more attentively ;
« but if I may credit your air-and ap-
pearance, you--are not calcylated . for
fuch a fituation.” - X

;- “.The. more. retire¢ and obfcyre. it
is,” interrupted ],  the better.”

« Heark’ye!” refumed he with eafy.
good-humour : « you feem to be willing
enough : but, in fpite of all you ean
-4y, you appear to be as delicate as you
are handfome. I think the buftle and
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fatigue of keepimg. the houfe int order
_ would be too much for you :—1I-under-
take that tatk myfelf — I am accuftom-
ed td it: ~=but you may aflit me 'in
tending my little garden ; —you may
take ‘care of my linen, which is none
of the beft, —and alternately wath my.
two furplices : — will that plan ahfwer,
do you think ?”

« Perfeélly well : —1I am fatisfied.”

« My charming girl! you aftonith
me. — [ again repeat that with me you
will be in want of every thing.”

My dear Dorothy, I attentively view-
ed the young man : — his figure as well
as his-'words infpired me with perféét
confidence. = Sir,” faid I, « put %a

e
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end to my uncertainty, — decide my
fate, — admit me into your houfe.”

« Moft willingly, Madam: and my
only motive for telling you all this, is
that you may know before-hand what
you have to expe&t — But ftop! one
word more, I pray. Would you not
foon be inclined to quit me ?”

“ Never.”
« Apd you’ll bé my niece ?”

“ Yes, Sir: ’tis the very thing l; wi{h
for: -l 0 be your niece.’

s '-Well, I commend your choice.
Thofe who have moft money, fometimes
appear the moft amiable, but are fel-
dom -th¢ happieft. or -the beft..: Walk
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in,” continued he, ftretching forth his

hand to me: “ welcome to my humble
roof ! I have been feveral years in ex-
-pe&tation of your coming.. With me
you will be poor and fober: but, on
the other hand, you will, if you refem-
ble me, always have an excellent fto-

mach, a chearful temper, and a light
heart.”

At thefe words, Dorothy, I entered
the prefbytery.— You now begin to
breathe after the horrors of the for-
mer part of my recital: and my hand
is fatigued with holding the pen. To-
morrow I fhall give you an account of
the fubfequent converfation that paffed
between me and the honeft ecclefiaftic
whom I have chofen as a mafter.

BND OF THE.FIRST VOLUME. ' _









