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THE

HISTORY

OF THE

REBELLION, &c.

BOOX VIIL

aMic. iii. 11.

The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof
teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money:
yet will they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the
Lord among us? none evil can come upon us.

Mic. vil. 4.

The best of them is as a brier ; the most upright is sharper
than a thorn-hedge : the day of thy watchmen and thy
visitation cometh ; now shall be their perplexity.?

[ ——

WHEN the treaty was first consented to by the BOOK.
two houses, they ordered that it should be upon the =
first proposition made by his majesty, and the first -
proposition made by themselves, and that those of the de-

mands and
should be first concluded on, before they proceeded conces-

sions of

to treat upon any of the other propositions. So that yotu sides
the committee, in the first place, applied themselves “**" -

@ Mic. iii. 11. The heads—perplexity.] Not in MS.
VOL. IV. B
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first article
of the
treaty.

2 THE HISTORY

to his majesty, upon his own first proposition, which
was, “ That his own revenue, magazines, towns,
“ forts, and ships, which had been taken, or kept
“ from him by force, should be forthwith restored
“to him.” To which the committee answered,
“ That the two houses had made use of his ma-
“ jesty’s own revenue, but in a very small pro-
% portion, which in a good part had been employed
“in the maintenance of his children, according to
“ the allowance established by himself. And the
“ houses would satisfy what should remain due to
“ his majesty of those sums, which they had re-
¥ ceived; and would leave the same to him for the
“ time to come. And they desired likewise, that his
“ majesty would restore what had been taken for
“ his use, upon any of the bills, assigned to other
‘ purposes by several acts of parliament, or out of
“ the provision made for the war of Ireland: that
¢ all the arms and ammunition taken out of his ma-
“ gazines should be delivered into his stores, and
“ whatsoever should be wanting, they would supply
“in kind, according to the proportions they had re-
“ ceived : but they proposed, the persons, to whose
‘ charge those public magazines should be com-
“ mitted, being nominated by his majesty, might be
‘ such, as the two houses of parliament might con-
* fide in, and that his majesty would restore all such
“ arms and ammunition, as had been taken for his
“ use, from the several counties, cities, and towns.

“ That the two houses would remove the garri-
“sons out of all towns and forts in their hands,
 wherein there were no garrisons before these trou-
“ bles, and slight all fortifications made since that
“ time, and those towns and forts to continue in the
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“ same condition they were in before; and that BooKk
“ those garrisons should not be renewed, or the for- _—
« tifications repaired, without consent of his majesty, 1643
“ and both houses of parliament. That the towns
“and forts, which were within the jurisdiction of
“ the cinque ports, should be delivered into the
“ hands of such a noble person, as the king should
“ appoint to be warden of the cinque ports, being
 such a one as they should confide in. That Ports-
“ mouth should be reduced to the number of the
¢ garrison, as was at that time when the lords and
“ commons undertook the custody of it ; and that all
“ other forts, castles, and towns, in which garrisons
“ had been kept, and had been since the beginning
¢ of these troubles taken into their care and custody,
¢ should be reduced to the same establishment they
“ had in the year 1636, and should be so continued;
“ and that all those towns, forts, and castles, should
‘ be delivered up into the hands of such persons of
¢ quality and trust, to be likewise nominated by his
“ majesty, as the two houses should confide in.
*¢ That the warden of the cinque ports, and all go-
“ vernors and commanders of towns, castles, and
« forts, should keep the same towns, castles, and
« forts, respectively, for the service of his majesty,
¢ and the safety of the kingdom; and that they should
“not admit into them any foreign forces, or any
« other forces raised without his majesty’s authority,
« and consent of the two houses of parliament; and
“ they should use their utmost endeavour?® to sup-
“ press all forces whatsoever raised without such
“ authority and consent; and they should seize all

b endeavour] endeavours

B2



4 THE HISTORY

BOOK “ arms and ammunition provided for any such

VII.

1643.

“ forces.

“ They likewise proposed to the king, that he
“ would remove the garrison out of Newcastle, and
“ all other towns, castles, and forts, where any gar-
s risons had been placed by him since these troubles;
¢ and that the fortifications might be likewise slight-
“ ed, and the towns and forts left in such state as
“ they were in the year 1636 ; and that all other
“ towns and castles in his hands, wherein there had
“ been formerly garrisons, might be committed to
“ such persons nominated by him, as the houses
“ should confide in, and under such instructions as
« were formerly mentioned; and that the new gar-
“ risons should not be renewed, or the fortifications
s repaired, without the consent of the king and both
“ houses of parliament. That the ships should be
“ delivered into the charge of such a noble person,
“ as the king should nominate to be lord high admi-
“ral of England, and the two houses confide in;
“ who should receive that office by letters patents,
« quam diu se bene gesserit, and should have power
“ to nominate and appoint all subordinate com-
“’manders and officers, and have all other powers
“ appertaining to the office of high admiral; which
¢ ships he should employ for the defence of the
“ kingdom, against all foreign forces whatsoever,
“and for the safeguard of merchants, securiig of
“ trade, and the guarding of Ireland, and the inter-
“ cepting of all supplies to be carried to the rebels;
“ and should use his utmost endeavours ¢ to suppress
“ all forces, which should be raised by any person

< endeavours] endeavour



OF THE REBELLION. 5

“ without his majesty’s authority, and consent of —
¢ the lords and commons in parliament, and should
“ seize all arms and ammunition provided for supply
“ of any such forces.”

To this answer, by which they required at least
to go whole sharers with him in his sovereignty, the
king replied, ¢ That he knew not what proportion
“ of his revenue had been made use of by his two
‘ houses, but he had reason to believe, if much of it
“ had not been used, very much remained still in
“ their hands; his whole revenue being so stopped,
“ and seized on, by the orders of one or both houses,
“ even to the taking of his money out of his exche-
“ quer and mint, and bonds (forced from his cof-
“ ferer’s clerk) for the provisions of his household ;
“ that very little had come to his use for his own
“ support ; but he would be well contented to allow
* whatsoever had been employed in the maintenance
¢ of his children, and to receive the arrears due to
 himself, and to be sure of his own for the future.
“ He was likewise willing to restore all monies taken
“ for his use, by any authority from ¢ him, upon any
“ bills assigned to other purposes, being assured he
“ had received very little or nothing that way: and
“ he expected likewise, that satisfaction should be
“ made by them for all those several vast sums, re-
“ ceived, and diverted to other purposes, by orders
“ of one or both houses,® which ought to have been
“ paid by the act of pacification to his subjects of
“ Scotland, or employed for the discharge of the
“ debts of the kingdom ; or, by other acts of parlia-
“ ment, for the relief of his poor protestant subjects

1643.

d from] for houses,] Not in MS.
¢ by orders of one or both
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6 THE HISTORY

ey “1in Ireland. For what concerned his magazines,

1643.

“ he was content that all the arms and ammunition,
“ taken out of his magazines, which did remain
“in the hands of both houses, or of persons em-
“ ployed by them, should be, as soon as the treaty
“ was concluded, delivered into the Tower of Lon-
“ don; and that whatsoever should be wanting of
“ the proportions taken by them, should he supplied
“ by them, with all convenient speed, in kind ; which,
“ he said, should be committed to, and continued in,
‘ the custody of the sworn officers, to whose places
“ the same belonged: and if any of those officers
“ had already forfeited, or hereafter should forfeit,
‘ that trust, by any misdemeanours, his majesty
“ would by no means defend them from the justice
“ of the law. That he always intended to restore
“ such arms and ammunition, which he had been
“ compelled to take from any persons and places,
“ when his own had been taken from him; and
“ would make them recompense as soon as his own
 stores were restored to him.

“ To whatsoever they proposed for the slighting
all fortifications, and reducing all garrisons, which
had been made since the beginning of the troubles,
and leaving them in the state they were before,
the king fully and absolutely consented; and that
the old castles and garrisons should be reduced to
their ancient proportion and establishment: but
for the governors and commanders of them, he
said, that the cinque ports were already in the
custody of a noble person, against whom he knew
no just exception, and who had such a legal in-
terest therein, that he could not, with justice, re-
move him from it, until some sufficient cause were
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OF THE REBELLION. 4

“ made appear to him: but he was very willing, if BOAR
“ he should at any time be found guilty of any thing
¢ that might make him unworthy of that trust, that
“ he might be proceeded against according to the
¢ rules of justice. That the government of the town
¢ of Portsmouth, and all other forts, castles, and
“ towns, as were formerly kept by garrisons, should
“be put into the hands of such persons, against
“ whom no just exceptions could be made; all of
“ them being, before these troubles, by letters pa-
“ tents granted to several persons, against any of
“ whom he knew not any exceptions who should be
“ removed, if just cause should be given for the
“same. The warden of the cinque ports, and all
“ other governors and commanders of the towns and
“ castles, should keep their charges, as by the law
“ they ought to do, and for the king’s service, and
“ safety of the kingdom ; and they should not admit
“into any of them foreign forces, or other forces
“ raised, or f brought into them contrary to the law ;
‘ but should use their utmost endeavours to suppress
“ such forces, and should seize all arms and ammu-
“ nition, which, by the laws and statutes of the
¢ kingdom, they ought to seize.”

To that part which concerned the ships, the king
told them, « That he expected his own ships should
“ be delivered to him, as by the law they ought to
“ be; and that when he should think fit to nominate
“ a lord high admiral of England, it should be such
“ a person against whom no just exception could be
“made; and if any should be, he would always
¢ leave him to his due trial and examination; and

1643.

f or] and

B 4



8 THE HISTORY

BOOK “ he would grant his office to him by such letters
e AL patents as had been used. In the mean time he
1643.  « would govern the admiralty by commission, as had

“been in all times accustomed; and whatsoever
“ ships should be set out by him, or his authority,
¢ should be employed for the defence of the kingdom
“ against all foreign forces whatsoever, for the safe-
¢ guard of merchants, securing of trade, guarding of
¢ Ireland, and the intercepting of all supplies to be
“ carried to the rebels; and they should use their
*“ utmost endeavours to suppress all forces which
“ should be raised, by any person whatsoever, against
“ the laws and statutes of the kingdom, and to seize
“all arms and ammunition provided for the supply
“ of any such forces.”

It is evident to all men where the difference now
lay between them, being whether the king would
reserve the disposal of those offices and places of
trust to himself, which all kings had enjoyed, and
was indeed a part of his regality, or whether he
would be content with such a nomination, as, being
to pass, and depend upon their approbation, no man
should ever be admitted to them, who was nominated
by him. The committee, upon his majesty’s & an-
swer, desired to know, ¢ whether® he did intend,
¢ that both houses should express their confidence of
“ the persons, to whose trust those places were to be
“ committed ; for that they were directed by their
“ instructions, that, if his majesty was pleased to as-
“ sent thereunto, and to nominate persons of quality
“ to receive the charge of them, that they should
“ certify it to both houses of parliament, that there-

& his majesty’s] his b whether] if



OF THE REBELLION. 9

“ upon they might express their confidence in those KooK
“ persons, or humbly desire his majesty to name o
“ others, none of which persons ‘to be removed 1643.
“ during three years next ensuing, without just
“ cause to be approved by both houses; and if any
“ should be so removed, or die within that space, the
“ persons, to be put in their places, to be such as the
“two houses should confide in.” The king an-
swered, ¢ That he did not intend, that the houses
“ should express their confidence of the persons, to
“ whose trusts those places should be committed,
“ but only that they should have liberty, upon any
“ just exception, to proceed against any such per-
“ sons according to law; his majesty being resolved
“mnot to protect them against the public justice.
“ When any of the places should be void, he well
“ knew the nomination, and free election, of those
“ who should succeed, to be a right belonging to and
‘“ inherent in his majesty ; and having been enjoyed
“ by all his royal progenitors, he could not believe
“ his well affected subjects desired to limit him in
“ that right; and desired they would be satisfied
“ with this answer, or give him any reasons to alter
“ his resolution, and he would comply with them.”
They told him,  there could be no good and firm
“ peace hoped for, if there were not a cure found
“ out for the fears and jealousies; and they knew
“none sure, but this which they had proposed.”
The king replied, « That he rather expected reasons
‘ grounded upon law, to have shewed him, by the
“law, that ! he had not that right he pretended, or
“ that they had a right superior to his, in what was

' by the law, that] that by the law
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“ now in question; or that they would have shewed
“ him some legal reason, why the persons trusted
“ by him were incapable of such a trust; than that
“ they would only have insisted upon fears and jea-
“ lousies, of which as he knew no ground, so he
“ must be ignorant of the cure. That the argument
¢ they used might extend to the depriving him of,
“ or at least sharing with him in, all his just regal
“ power ; since power, as well as forces, might be
“ the object of fears and jealousies, and there would
“ be always a power left to hurt, whilst there was
“ any left to protect and defend.” He told them,
« If he had as much inclination, as he had more
“ right, to fears and jealousies, he might with more
“ reason have insisted upon an addition of power,
“ as a security to enable him to keep his forts, when
“ he had them, since it appeared it was not so great,
“ but that they had been able to take them from
“ him, than they to make any difficulty to restore
“ them to him in the same case they were before.
 But, he said, as he was himself content with, so,
“ he took God to witness, his greatest desire was, to
“ observe always and maintain the law of the land ;
“ and expected the same from his subjects; and be-
¢« lieved the mutual observance of that rule, and nei-
“ ther of them to fear what the law feared not, to
“ be, on both parts, a better cure for that dangerous
“ disease of fears and jealousies, and a better means
‘ to establish a happy and perpetual peace, than for
“ him to divest himself of those trusts, which the
« law of the land had settled in the crown alone, to
¢ preserve the power and dignity of the prince, for
“ the better protection of the subject, and of the law,
“and to avoid those dangerous distractions, which
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“ the interest of any sharers with him would have
“ infallibly produced.”

The committee neither offered to answer his ma-
jesty’s reasons, nor to oppose other reasons to weigh
against them ; but only said, ¢ That they were com-
“ manded by their instructions, to insist upon the
¢ desires of both houses formerly expressed.” To
which the king made no other answer, * than that
“ he conceived it all the justice in the world for him
‘ to insist, that what was by law his own, and had
“ been contrary to law taken from him, should be
“ fully restored to him, without conditioning to im-
“ pose any new limitations upon him, or his mi-
“ nisters, which were not formerly required from
“ them by the law ; and he thought it most unrea-
“ sonable, to be pressed to diminish his own just
“ rights himself, because others had violated and
‘ usurped them.” This was the sum of what passed
in the treaty upon that proposition.

To the first proposition of the two houses, ¢ That
“ his majesty would be pleased to disband his armies,
¢ as they likewise would be ready to disband all their
“ forces, which they had raised, and that he would
“ be pleased to return to his parliament;” the king
answered, “ That he was as ready and willing that
“all armies should be disbanded, as any person
“ whatsoever; and conceived the best way to it,
“ would be a happy and speedy conclusion of the
“ present treaty ; which, if both houses would con-
¢ tribute as much as he would do to it, would be
¢ suddenly effected. And as he desired nothing more
“ than to be with his two houses, so he would repair
“ thither as soon as he could possibly do it with his
. “ honour and safety.”

BOOK
VIIL

1643.
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The committee asked him, “ if by a happy and
¢ speedy conclusion of the present treaty, he in-
“ tended a conclusion upon the two first proposi-
“ tions, or a conclusion of the treaty in all the pro-
¢ positions of both parts.” The king, who well knew
it would be very ungracious to deny the disbanding
of the armies, till all the propositions were agreed,
some whereof would require much time, answered,
« That he intended such a conclusion of, or in the
“ treaty, as there might be a clear evidence to him-
“« gelf, and his subjects, of a future peace, and no
« ground left for the continuance or growth of those
“ bloody dissensions ; which, he doubted not, might
“ be obtained, if both houses would consent that the
“ treaty should proceed without farther interruption,
“ or limitation of days.” They asked him, “ What
‘¢ he intended should be a clear evidence to him, and
“ his good subjects, of a future peace, and no ground
“ left for the continuance and growth of those bloody
“ dissensions ?” His majesty told them, ¢ If the
“ conclusion of the present treaty upon his first pro-
“ position, and the first proposition of both houses,
“ should be so full, and perfectly made, that the law
“ of the land might have a full, frec, and uninter-
“ rupted course, for the defence and preservation of
“ the rights of his majesty, and of themselves, and
“ the rest of his subjects, there would be thence a
“ clear evidence to him, and all men, of a future
« peace; and it would be such a conclusion as he in-
“ tended, never meaning that both armies should
“ remain undishanded until the propositions on bhoth
“ sides were fully concluded.” To the other clause
of their own proposition concerning the king’s re-
turn to the parliament, they said, ¢ they had no
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“ instructions to treat upon it;” which the king ook
much wondered at; and finding that they had no —
other authority to treat, or debate what was neces- 1643.
sary to be done in order to disbanding, but only to
press him to appoint a day for the actual dishand-
ing ; and that the forces in the north, where he had
a great army, and they had none, might be first
disbanded, he endeavoured to draw them to some
propositions upon his return to the parliament ; from
whence expedients would naturally result, if they
pursued that heartily, which would conclude a gene-
ral peace. And it seemed very strange, that, after
so many discourses of the king’s absence from the
houses, from whence they had taught the people
to believe that most of the present evils flowed and
proceeded, when a treaty was now entered upon, and
that was a part of their own first proposition, that
their committee should have no instructions or au-
thority to treat upon it. After thisk, they received
new instructions, “ to declare to his majesty the de-
“ sire of both houses, for his coming to his parlia-
“ ment; which, they said, they had often ‘expressed
“ with full offers of security to his royal person,
“ agreeable to their duty and allegiance, and they
“ knew no cause why he might not repair thither
“ with honour and safety.” When the king found
he could not engage them in that argument to make
any particular overture, or invitation to him; and that
the committee, who expressed willingness enough,
had not in truth the least power to promote, or con-
tribute to, an accommodation, lest they should
make the people helieve, that he had a desire to

K After this] In the end
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continue the war, because he consented not to their
proposition of dishanding the armies, he sent this
message, by an express of his own, to the two houses,
after he had first communicated it to their com-
mittee.

Ouxford, April 12th, 1643.

« To shew! to the whole world, how earnestly his
“ majesty longs for peace, and that no success shall
“ make him desire the continuance of his army to
“ any other end, or for any longer time, than that,
“ and until, things may be so settled, as that the
“law may have a full, free, and uninterrupted
% course, for the defence and preservation of the
“ rights of his majesty, both houses, and his good
“ subjects :

1. “ As soon as his majesty is satisfied in his first
“ proposition, concerning his own revenue, maga-
% zines, ships, and forts, in which he desires nothing,
“ but that the just, known, legal rights of his ma-
“ jesty, (devolved to him from his progenitors,) and
“ of the persons trusted by him, which have violently
“ been taken from both, be restored unto him, and
“ unto them ; unless any just and legal exception
“ against any of the persons trusted by him (which
“ are yet unknown to his majesty) can be made ap-
“ pear to him:

2. “ As soon as all the members of both houses
“ shall be restored to the same capacity of sitting
“and voting in parliament, as they had upon the
“ first of January 1641 ; the same, of right, belong-

' To shew] This message is  rendon’s amanuensis.
in the handwriting of lord Cla-
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“ ing unto them by their birthrights, and the free
“ election of those that sent them; and having been
“ yoted from them for adhering to his majesty in
¢ these distractions; his majesty not intending that
¢ this should extend either to the bishops, whose
“ votes have been taken away by bill, or to such, in
“ whose places, upon new writs, new elections have
¢ been made:

3. ¢ Assoon as his majesty, and both houses, may
¢ be secured from such tumultuous assemblies, as to
“ the great breach of the privileges, and the high
“ dishonour of parliaments, have formerly assembled
“ about both houses, and awed the members of the
“ same ; and occasioned two several complaints from
¢ the lords’ house, and two several desires of that
“ house to the house of commons, to join in a decla-
“ ration against them; the complying with which
“ desire might have prevented all these miserable
“ distractions, which have ensued; which security,
“ his majesty conceives, can be only settled by ad-
“ journing the parliament to some other place, at
“ the least twenty miles from London, the choice of
¢ which his majesty leaves to both houses :

“ His majesty will most cheerfully and readily
“ consent, that both armnies be immediately dis-
“ banded, and give a present meeting to both his
“ houses of parliament at the time and place, at and
“ to which the parliament shall be agreed to be ad-
“ journed : his majesty being most confident, that
“ the law will then recover due credit and estima-
“ tion ; and that upon a free debate, in a full and
“ peaceable convention of parliament, such provisions
“ will be made against seditious preaching, and
“ printing against his majesty, and the established

BOOK
VIIL.

1643.
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 laws, which have been one of the chief causes of
“ the present distractions, and such care will be
“ taken concerning the legal and known rights of
“ his majesty, and the property and liberty of his
“ subjects, that whatsoever hath been published, or
“ done, in or by colour of any illegal declaration, or-
“ dinance, or order of one or both houses, or any
‘“ committee of either of them, and particularly the
“ power to raise arms without his majesty’s consent,
“ will be in such manmer recalled, disclaimed, and
¢ provided against, that no seed will remain for the
“ like to spring out of for the future, to disturb the
¢ peace of the kingdom, and to endanger the very
“ being of it. And in such a convention his majesty
“is resolved, by his readiness to consent to whatso-
“ ever shall be proposed to him, by bill, for the real
“ good of his subjects, (and particularly for the better
“ discovery and speedier conviction of recusants ; for
“ the education of the children of papists by pro-
“ testants in the protestant religion ; for the preven-
“ tion of practices of papists against the state; and
“ the due execution of the laws, and true levying of
‘ the penalties against them,) to make known to all
“ the world, how causeless those fears and jealousies
“ have been, which have been raised against him
“ and by that so distracted this miserable kingdom.
“ And if this offer of his majesty be not consented
“ to, (in which he asks nothing for which there is
“ not apparent justice on his side, and in which he
“ defers many things highly concerning both himself
“ and people, till a full and peaceable convention of
¢ parliament, which in justice he might now re-
“ quire,) his majesty is confident, that it will then
“ appear to all the world, not only who is most de-
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“ sirous of peace, and whose fault it is that both
“ armies are not now disbanded ; but who have been
“ the true and first cause, that this peace was ever
“ interrupted, or those armies raised; and the be-
“ ginning or continuance of the war, and the de-
“ struction and desolation of this poor kingdom
¢ (which is too likely to ensue) will not, by the most
“ interessed, passionate, or prejudicate person, be
“ imputed to his majesty.”

To this message the two houses returned no an-
swer to the king, but required the committee to re-
turn to Westminster (having been in Oxford with
his majesty just twenty days) with such positive
circumstances, that the house of commons enjoined
their members to begin their journey the same day;
which they obeyed ; though it was so late, that they
were forced to very inconvenient accommodations ;
and at their return, some of them were looked upon
with great jealousy, as persons engaged by the king,
and disinclined to the parliament; and this jealousy
prevailed so far, that Mr. Martin opened a letter
from the earl of Northumberland to his own lady, ™
presuming he should therein have discovered some
combination ; and this insolence was not disliked.

Many were of opinion, that the king was too se-
vere in this treaty, and insisted too much upen what
is his own by right and law; and that if he would
have distributed offices and places liberally to parti-
cular men, which had been a condescension in policy
to be submitted to, he might have been repossessed of
his own power. And I have heard this alleged by
many, who at that time were extremely violent

m his own lady,] his wife,
VOL. IV. C
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against all such artifices. The committee themselves
(who at that time perfectly abhorred the proceedings
of the parliament, or rather the power and supe-
riority of the earl of Essex) seemed exceedingly de-
sirous of such an accommodation, as all good men
desired ; and to believe, that if the king would have
condescended so far, as to nominate the earl of
Northumberland to be lord high admiral, that it
would have made so great a division in the houses,
that the treaty would have been continued, and his
majesty been satisfied in all the other propositions.
And the earl of Northumberland, to private friends,
did make as full professions of future service to his
majesty, and as ample recognitions of past errors and
mistakes, as could reasonably be expected from a
wary nature, before he could be sure what reception
such professions and vows would find. But the king
thought the power and interest of that committee
would be able to do little, if it could not prevail for
the enlarging the time of the treaty, in which they
seemed heartily to engage themselves. And he was
resolved at least to have a probable assurance of the
conclusion, before he would offer such concessions,
as taking no effect might prove prejudicial to him:
as particularly, » the nominating the earl of North-
umberland to be admiral (though he would willingly
have done it, as the price and pledge of an honour-
able peace) would have discontented all who had, how
unreasonably soever, promised themselves that pre-
ferment; and many would have imputed it to an
unseasonable easiness, (from which imputation it
concerned the king, at that time, as much to purge

n particularly,] Not in MS.
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himself, as of unmercifulness and revenge,) upon
promises and hopes, to have readmitted a man to a
charge and trust, he had so fatally betrayed and
broken, against as © solemn promises and obligations,
at the least, as? he could now enter into ; and there-
fore it concerned the king to be sure of some advan-
tage, in lieu of this visible hazard.

I am one of those, who do believe that this obli-
gation, at this time, laid upon the earl of Northum-
berland, with such other circumstances of kindness
as would have been fit to accompany it, would have
met real gratitude and faithfulness in him, (for as,
originally, he had, I am persuaded, no evil purposes
against the king; so he had now sufficient disdain
and indignation against those who got him to tread
their ways, when he had not their ends,) and that it
would have made some rent and division in the two
houses, (which could not but have produced some
benefit to the king,) and that it might probably have
procured some few days’ addition for the continuance
of the treaty ; the avowed ground of denying it be-
ing, because the king had not, in the least degree,
consented to any one thing proposed by them : but,
I confess, I cannot entertain any imagination, that
it would have produced a peace, or given the king
any advantage, or benefit in the war: what inconve-
nience it might have produced hath been touched
before. For, besides that the stirring and active
party, who carried on the war, were neither gracious
to the earl of Northumberland, nor he to them, their
favourite at sea being then the earl of Warwick, who
had the possession of the fleet, and whom alone they
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believed fit to be trusted with the navy; whoever calls
to mind what was done in the houses, during the
time of the treaty, and by their directions; that by
their own authority they directed all the lands of
bishops, deans, and chapters, to be sequestered, and
inhibited their tenants to pay any rent to them;
that, under pretence of searching for arms, and
taking away superstitious pictures, they caused the
queen’s chapel at Somerset-house (where she was to
exercise her devotion, if they ever meant she should
return again to London) to be most licentiously
rifled ; in which licence with impunity, her lodgings
were plundered, and all her furniture and goods of
value taken away and embezzled ; that there was an
order made in the house of commons, when they
sent their messengers every day to Oxford without
any formality or control, “ that whatsoever person
¢ should come from Oxford, or any part of the king’s
“ army, to London, or the parts adjacent, without
“ the warrant of both houses of parliament, or of the
“ lord general the earl of Essex, he should be appre-
“ hended as a spy and intelligencer, and be pro-
“ ceeded against according to the rules and grounds
“ of war:” by virtue of which order of the house of
commons only, and without any communication that
notice might be taken of it, a servant of the king’s,
for discharging the duty of his place, was executed ;
which shall be anon remembered ;9 all which, ex-
cept the execution of that man, was transacted dur-
ing the time of the treaty at Oxford.

Whosoever remembers the other proposition upon
which the treaty was founded, and the bills then

1 anon remembered ;] remembered in its place ;



OF THE REBELLION. 2%

presented to the king for his royal assent ; that there B Bk
was no unreasonable thing demanded in the nineteen :
propositions, which was not comprehended in these
fourteen, and many additions made, that were not
in the former; that they demanded the total aboli-
tion and extirpation of archbishops, bishops, deans,
and chapters, and the whole frame of the govern-
ment of the church; and another bill for the calling
an assembly of divines, nominated by themselves,
(which was a presumption, as contrary to the policy
and government of the kingdom, as the most extra-
vagant act they had done,) consisting * of persons the
most deeply engaged in the most unwarrantable acts
that had been done; and yet his majesty was re-
quired to promise to pass such other bills for settling
of® church-government, as, upon consultation with
that assembly of divines, should be resolved on by
both houses of parliament: that all the other bills
then presented to the king for his royal assent, and
insisted on by their fourth proposition, though they
had specious and popular titles, contained many
clauses in them contrary to common equity, and the
right of the subject, and introduced proceedings very
different from the known justice of the kingdom;
and therefore, besides the time and circumstances of
the passing those acts, (when the nation was in
blood,) not like to meet with his majesty’s approba-
tion ; I say, whosoever remembers and considers all
this, (to say nothing of the limitations by which
their committee were bound, without any power of
debating, or other capacity than to deliver the re-
solutions of the two houses, and to receive the king’s

1643.
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answer, which might as effectually have been done
by any one single ordinary messenger,) cannot, I con-
ceive, believe, that the king’s consenting to make
any one person among them high admiral of Eng-
land, would have been a means to have restored the
kingdom to a present peace, and the king to his just
rights and authority.t And if all these considera-
tions be not sufficient to render that supposition im-
probable, that, which follows next in order of story,
will abundantly confute it.

On Saturday the 15th of April, which was the
very day on which the treaty expired at Oxford,
being the last of the twenty days which were first
assigned, and to which no importunity of the king’s
could procure an addition, the earl of Essex marched
with his whole army from Windsor, and sat down
before Reading; which preparation would not have
been so exactly made, and the resolution so punc-
tually taken, if they had meant any reasonable con-
cessions from the king should have frustrated that
vast charge, and determined all farther contentions.
The earl had never before been in the head of so
gallant an army, which consisted of about sixteen
thousand foot, and above three thousand horse, in as
good an equipage, and supplied with all things ne-
cessary for a siege, as could be expected from an
enemy which knew no wants, and had the command
of the Tower of London, and all other stores of the
kingdom. In the town were above three thousand
foot, and a regiment of horse consisting of near three
hundred ; the fortifications were very mean to en-
dure a formed siege, being made only to secure a

‘
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winter quarter, and never intended for a standing
garrison. And it is very true, that it was resolved
at a council of war at Oxford, ¢ that before the end
“ of April,” (before which time it was conceived the
enemy would not adventure to take the field,) ¢ sir
¢ Arthur Aston should slight those works, and draw
“ off his garrison to the king;” and that which made
it less able to bear a siege, than the weakness of
their works, was their want of ammunition ; for they
had not forty barrels of powder; which could have
held a brisk and a daring enemy but a short time.®
And as this defect proceeded not from want of fore-
sight, so it was not capable of being supplied, at
least in that proportion as was worthy the name of
a supply. For the king had no port to friend, by
which he could bring ammunition to Oxford; neither
had he been yet able to set up any manufacture for
any considerable supply. So that what he brought
up with him after the battle of Edge-hill, which was
the remainder of the four hundred barrels brought
by the ship called the Providence, before the setting
up of his standard, had served for all his expeditions,
being distributed into the several garrisons; and was
still to furnish all his growing occasions; and that
magazine now at Reading (which was no greater
than is before mentioned) was yet double to what was
in any other place, Oxford only excepted; wherein,
at this time, there was not above one hundred barrels
of powder, and in no one place match proportionable
to that little powder : and this defect is wholly to be
imputed to the lowness and straitness of the king’s

U which could have held a have held a brisk and daring
brisk and a daring enemy but a enemy four hours.
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BOOK condition ; for there was no want of industry, but all
___imaginable care and pains taken to prevent and sup-
ply it.

Notwithstanding all these difficulties, the town
looked upon the enemy with courage and contempt
enough ; and, to say the truth, both officers and sol-
diers were as good, as in the infancy of a war could
be expected ; and they had no apprehension of want
of victual, with which they were abundantly stored.
The soldiers without were, for the most part, newly
levied, and few of their officers acquainted with the
way and order of assaulting towns ; and this was the
first siege that happened in England. Upon the first
sitting down before it, after they had taken a full
view of the ground, their general advised with his
council of war, in what manner he should proceed,
whether by assault or approach ; in which there was
great diversity of opinions. ¢ The works were
 weak ; the number of the assailants sufficient ; all
¢ materials in readiness; they believed * the soldiers
¢ in the town full of apprehensions, and a very con-
« siderable party of the inhabitants disaffected to the
« garrison, who in the time of a storm would be able
“ to beget a great distraction. TheyY might be able
“ to storm it in so many places at once, that the
“ number of the soldiers within would not be able to
“ defend all; and if they prevailed in any one, their
“ whole body of horse might enter, and be immedi-
« ately masters of the town: if they prevailed this
“ way, their army would have that reputation, and
“ carry that terror with it, that no power of the
“ king’s would hereafter be able to abide it; but

1643.
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¢ they might march over the kingdom, and subdue
“ every part of it: whereas if they delayed their
“ work, and proceeded by way of approach, those in
“ the town would recover heart, and, after they had
“ digested the present fears and apprehensions, con-
“ temn their danger; and their own soldiers, who
“ were yet fresh and vigorous, would every day
“ abate in courage, and their numbers in a few
“ weeks lessen as much by sickness and duty, as
“ they should probably do by an assault.” On the other
hand it was ohjected, « that the army consisted most
“ of new levies,” (and in truth there were not, of all
that gallant army that was at Edge-hill, among the
foot, three thousand men,) ¢ who would be hardly
¢ brought to begin upon so desperate service ; that
“it was the only army the parliament had, upon
“ which all their hopes and welfare depended; and
“if in the spring it should receive an eminent foil,
“ they would not recover their courage again all the
“ summer. That they were not only to look upon
“ the taking of Reading, but, pursuing that in a
‘“ reasonable way, to keep themselves in a posture
“ and condition to end the war by a battle with all
¢ the king’s forces; which would no doubt apply
“ themselves to their relief; and no place under
“ heaven could be so commodious for them to try
“ their fortune in, as that. Whereas if they should
“ hastily engage themselves upon an assault,? and
“ receive a repulse, and should be afterwards forced
“to rise to fight with the king, they should never
‘“ make their men stand; and then their cause was
“lost.” As*® for the danger of sickness among the
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soldiers, who were not acquainted with hardship,®
it was urged,® “ that though it were earlier in the
“ year than the armies usually marched into the
“ field, yet they had much better accommodation
“ and provision than armies use to have; their horse
“ (to whom that time of the year is commonly most
¢ hazardous, ¢ through the want of forage) being
¢ plentifully provided for with hay and oats by the
« henefit of the river, and all supplies being sent for
* the foot out of London.”

And in truth it is hardly credible what vast quan-
tities (besides the provisions made in a very regular
way by the commissioners) of excellent victual ready
dressed were every day sent in waggons and carts
from London to the army, upon the voluntary con-
tributions from private families, according to their
affections to the good work in hand; the common
people being persuaded, that the taking of Reading
would destroy all the king’s hopes of an army, and
that it would be taken in very few days. Upon

these arguments and debates, (in which all these

reasons were considered on both sides,) the major
part of the council inclined, and with that the
general complied, to pursue the business by ap-
proach. It was reported, that the officers of horse
in the council were all for a storm, and the foot offi-
cers for approaching. The chief care and oversight
of the approaches was committed to Philip Skippon,
a man often mentioned in the first part of this his-
tory, who had been an old officer, and of good expe-
rience in the Low Countries, and was now made
sergeant-major-general of the army, by the absolute

b hardship,] hardness, 4 hazardous,] formidable,
< it was urged,] Omittedin M.S.
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power of the two houses, and without the cheerful
concurrence of the earl of Essex; though sir John
Merrick, who had executed that place by his lord-
ship’s choice from the beginning, was preferred to be
general of the ordnance.

The approaches advanced very fast, the ground
being in all places as fit for that work as could be,
and the town lying so low, that they had easily
raised ¢ many batteries, from whence they shot their
cannon into the town f at a near distance, but with-
out any considerable execution; there being fewer
lost by that service than will be believed, and but
one man of note, licutenant colonel D’Ews, a young
man of notable courage and vivacity, who had his
leg shot off by a cannon bullet, of which he speedily
and very cheerfully died. From the town there
were frequent sallies with good success; and very
many soldiers, and some officers, of the enemy were
killed ; more, hurt; who were sent to hospitals near
London; and those that were sent to London, as
many cart-loads were, were brought in the night,
and disposed with great secrecy, that the citizens
might take no notice of it: the stratagems of this
kind are too ridiculous to be particularly set down,
though pursued then with great industry, insomuch
as some were punished for reporting that there were
many 8 soldiers killed and hurt before Reading ; and
it was a mark of malignity to believe those reports;
so unfit the people were to be trusted with all
truths.

Within a week after the beginning of the siege,
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sir Arthur Aston the governor being in a court of
guard near the line which was nearest to the enemy’s
approaches, a cannon shot accidentally lighted upon
the top of it, which was covered with brick-tile, a
piece whereof, the shot going through, hit the go-
vernor in the head, and made that impression upon
him, that his senses shortly failed him, so that he
was not only disabled afterwards from executing in
his own person, but incompetent for counsel or di-
rection ; so that the chief command was devolved to
colonel Richard Fielding, who was the eldest colonel
of the garrison. This aecident was then thought of
great misfortune to the king, for there was not in
his army an officer of greater reputation, and of
whom the enemy had a greater dread. The next
night after this accident, but before it was known at
Oxford, a party from thence under the command of
Mr. Wilmot, the lieutenant general of the horse,
without any signal opposition, put in a supply of
powder, and a regiment of five hundred foot into the
town, and ! received advertisement from thence of
the governor’s hurt, and that they must expect to be
relieved within a week, beyond which time they
should not be able to hold out. How ill the king
was provided for such an expedition, will best ap-
pear by remembering how his forces were then scat-
tered, and the present posture he was then in at
Oxford.

The nimble and the successful marches of sir Wil-
liam Waller, whom we left triumphing in Wales,
after his strange surprise of the lord Herbert’s forces
near Gloucester, caused the king to send prince

hand] but
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Maurice with a strong party of horse and dragoons B 00K
to attend him, who moved from place to place with 4
as great success as speed, after his success at Hy- 1043
nam; and to make the shame of those officers the

less, with the spirit of victory doubled upon him, he

came before Hereford, a town very well affected,

and reasonably well fortified, having a strong stone

wall about it, and some cannon, and there being in

it some soldiers of good reputation, and many gen-

tlemen of honour and quality; and three or four
hundred soldiers, besides the inhabitants well armed;

yet, without the loss of one man on either side, to

the admiration of all who then heard it, or have ever

since heard of it, he persuaded them fairly to give sir witiam
up the town, and yield themselves prisoners upon fo iere.
quarter; which they did, and were presently by ™
him sent for their better security to Bristol.

From thence he marched to Worcester, where his ;g:e‘svl;t
conquests met some stop; for though the town was cester: is
not so strong, nor the garrison so great, (I mean of "P"**"
soldiers; for the inhabitants were more,) as Here-
ford, nor one officer in it of more experience than he
had gotten this unhappy war, the inhabitants had
the courage to resolve not to admit any summons or
messenger from him; and when his drum, against
all signs made to him from the walls not to approach,

did notwithstanding refuse to return without deli-
vering his message, they shot at him, and killed
him; and when sir William Waller himself, to re-
venge that affront, marched with his whole body to-
wards them, (there being only an old gate, without
bridge or work, before it, to hinder his entrance into
the town, they entertained him so roughly, that he
was forced to retire with the loss of some officers,
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and about twenty common men; after which, his
men having not been accustomed to such usage, he
got over the Severn again, and, with quick night
marches, so avoided prince Maurice, (who took no less
pains to meet with him,) that with some few light
skirmishes, in which he received small loss, he car-
ried his party safe, and full of reputation, through
Gloucester to the earl of Essex’s army before Read-
ing; himself being sent for to London, upon a de-
sign that must be hereafter mentioned.

The great want at Oxford (if any one particular
might deserve that style, where all necessary things
were wanted) was ammunition ; and the only hope
of supply was from the north; yet the passage from
thence so dangerous, that a party little inferior in
strength to an army was necessary to convey it;
for though the earl of Newcastle, at that time, was
master of the field in Yorkshire, yet the enemy was
much superior in all the counties between that coun-
ty and Oxford; and had planted many garrisons
so near all the roads, that the most private messen-
gers travelled with great hazard, three being inter-
cepted for one that escaped. To clear these obstruc-
tions, and not without the design of guarding and
waiting on the queen to Oxford, if her majesty were
ready for that journey, at least to secure a necessary
supply of powder, prince Rupert resolved in person
to march towards the north, and about the begin-
ning of April (the treaty being then at Oxford, and
there being' hopes that it would have produced a
good effect, at least that the earl of Essex would
not have taken the field till May) his highness, with

i there being] Not in MS.
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a party of twelve hundred horse and dragoons, and
six or seven hundred foot, marched towards Litch-
field ; which if he could reduce, and settle there a
garrison for the king, lay most convenient for that
northern communication; and would with it dis-
solve other little adjacent holds of the enemy’s,
which contributed much to their interruption. In
his way thither, he was to march through Bromi-
cham, a town in Warwickshire before mentioned,
and of as great fame for hearty, wilful, affected dis-
loyalty to the king, as any place in England. It is
before remembered, that the king in his march from
Shrewsbury, notwithstanding the eminent malignity
of that people, had shewed as eminent compassion
to them; not giving way that they should suffer by
the undistinguishing licence of the soldier, or by the
severity of his own justice; which clemency of his
found so unequal a return, that, the next day after
his remove thence, the inhabitants of that place
seized on his carriages, wherein were his own plate
and furniture, and conveyed them to Warwick castle;
and had from that time, with unusual industry and
vigilance, apprehended all messengers who were em-
ployed, or suspected to be so, in the king’s service;
and though it was never made a garrison by direc-
tion of the parliament, being built in such a form,
as was indeed hardly capable of being fortified, yet
they had so great a desire to distinguish themselves
from the king’s good subjects, that they cast up
little slight works at both ends of the town, and
barricadoed the rest, and voluntarily engaged them-
selves not to admit any intercourse with the king’s
forces.

In this posture prince Rupert now found them,
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having in the town with them at that time a troop
of horse, belonging to the garrison of Litchfield,
which was grown to that strength, that it infested
those parts exceedingly ; and would in a short time
have extended itself to a powerful jurisdiction. His
highness hardly believing it possible, that, when they
should discover his power, they would offer to make
resistance, and being unwilling to receive interrup-
tion in his more important design, sent his quarter-
masters thither to take up his lodging; and to as-
sure them,  that if they behaved themselves peace-
“ ably, they should not suffer for what was past:”
but they had not consciences good enough to believe
him, and absolutely refused to let him quarter in the
town ; and from their little works, with mettle equal
to their malice, they discharged their shot upon him;
but they were quickly overpowered, and some parts
of the town being fired, they were not able to con-
tend with both enemies; and, distracted between
both, suffered the assailant to enter without much
loss; who took not that vengeance upon them they
deserved, but made them expiate their transgres-
sions with paying a less mulct than might have been
expected from their wealth, if their wickedness had
been less.

In the entrance of this town, and in the too eager
pursuit of that loose troop of horse that was in it,
the earl of Denbigh (who from the beginning of the
war, with unwearied pains, and exact submission to
discipline and order, had been a volunteer in prince
Rupert’s troop, and been engaged with singular cou-
rage in all enterprises of danger) was unfortunately
wounded with many hurts on the head and body
with swords and poll-axes; of which, within two or
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three days, he died. Had it not been for this ill
accident,* (and to remember the dismal inequality
of this contention, in which always some earl, or
person of great honour or fortune, fell, when, after
the most signal victory over the other side, there
was seldom lost a man of any known family, or of
other reputation, than of passion for the cause in
which he fell,) I should not have mentioned! an ac-
tion of so little moment, as was this of Bromicham :
which I shall yet enlarge with the remembrance of
a clergyman, who was here killed at the entering of
the town, after he had not only refused quarter, but
provoked the soldier by the most odious revilings
and reproaches of the person and honour of the king,
that can be imagined, and renouncing all allegiance
to him; in whose pockets were found several papers
of memorials of his own obscene and scurrilous be-
haviour with several women, in such loose expres-
sions, as modest ears cannot endure. This™ man
was the principal governor and incendiary of the
rude people of that place against their sovereign.
So full a qualification was a heightened measure of
malice and disloyalty for this service, that it weigh-
ed down the infamy of any other lewd and vicious
behaviour.

From Bromicham, the prince, without longer stay
than to remove two or three slight garrisons in the
way, which made very little resistance, marched to
Litchfield, and easily possessed himself of the town,
which lay open to all comers; but the close (con-
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ROON taining * the cathedral church and all the clergy-
men’s houses) was strongly fortified, and resolved
against him. The wall, about which there was a
broad and deep moat, was so thick and strong, that
no battery the prince could raise would make any
impression ; the governor, one colonel Rouswell, very
resolute; and the garrison of such men as were most
transported with superstition to the cause in which
they engaged®, and in number? equal to the ground
they were to keep, and their provisions ample for a
longer time than it was fit the prince should stay
before it. So that it was believed, when his high-
ness had in vain endeavoured to procure it by treaty,
he would not have engaged before it ; for his strength
consisted, upon the matter, wholly in horse; his foot
and dragoons being an inconsiderable force for such
an attempt. But whether the difficulties were not
throughly discerned and weighed at first, or whether
the importance of the place was thought so great,
that it was worth an equal hazard and adventure,
he resolved not to move till he had tried the utter-
most ; and, to that purpose, drew what addition of
force he could out of the country, to strengthen his
handful of foot; and persuaded many officers and
volunteers of the horse to alight, and bear their parts
in the duty; with which they cheerfully and gal-
lantly complied; and in less than ten days he had
drawn the moat dry, and prepared two bridges for
the graff. The besieged omitted nothing that could
be performed by vigilant and bold men; and Killed
and wounded many of the besiegers; and disap-
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pointed and spoiled one mine they had prepared. Book
In the end, early in the morning, the prince having s
prepared all things in readiness for the assault, he 1643.
sprung another mine ; which succeeded according to

wish, and made a breach of twenty foot in the wall,

. in a place least suspected by those within; yet they
defended it with all possible courage and resolution,

and killed and hurt very many; some, officers of
prime quality ; whereof the lord Digby, colonel Ger-

rard, colonel Wagstaffe, and major Leg, were the

chief of the wounded; and when they had entered

the breach, they continued the dispute so fiercely
within, (the narrowness of the breach, and the as-

cent, not suffering many to enter together, and no

horse being able to get over,) that after they had
killed colonel Usher, and some other good officers,

and taken others prisoners, (for both colonel Wag-

staffe and William Leg were in their hands,) they
compelled the prince to consent to very honourable
conditions ; which he readily yielded to, as thinking
himself a gainer by the bargain.  And so the gar-and Litch-
rison marched out with fair respect, and the prince’s ol
testimony of their® having made a courageous de-"*""8
fence; his highness being very glad of his conquest,
though the purchase had shrewdly shaken his troops,

and robbed him of many officers and soldiers he
much valued. At this time, either the day before or

the day after this action, prince Rupert received a
positive order from the king, “ to make all possible

‘ haste, with all the strength he had, and all he

¢ could draw together from those parts, to the relief

¢ of Reading ;” which was in the danger we but now
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BooK left it. Upon which his highness, committing the

__government of Litchfield to colonel Baggot, a son of

1643. 3 good and powerful family in that county, and ap-

pointing his troops to make what haste was possible

after him, himself with a few servants came to Ox-

ford to attend the king, whom he found gone to-
wards Reading.

The importunity from that garrison for relief was
so peremptory, and the concernment so great in their
preservation, that the king found it would not bear
the necessary delay of prince Rupert’s returning
with his forces ; and therefore his majesty in person,
with those horse and foot which he could speedily
draw together, leaving very few behind him in Ox-
ford, or in any other garrison, advanced towards
Reading; hoping, and that was the utmost of his
hope, that he might, with the assistance of the gar-
rison, be able to force one quarter, and so draw out
his men ; and by the advantage of those rivers which
divided the enemy, and by the passes, be able to re-
tire to Oxford; for being joined, he could not have
equalled one half of the enemy’s army. When the
king* drew near the town, the day being passed
whereon they had been promised, or had promised
themselves, relief, he was encountered by a party of
the enemy, which defended their post, who * being
quickly seconded by supplies of horse and foot from
all their quarters, after a very sharp conilict, in
which many fell on both sides, the king’s party, com-
manded by the earl of Forth himself, (the general,)
consisting of near one thousand musketeers, were *
forced to retire to their body; which they did the

t the king] he " who] and * were] was
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sooner, because those of the town made no semblance
of endeavouring to join with them ; which was what
they principally relied upon. The reason of that was,
the garrison, not seeing their relief coming, hady
sent for a parley to the enemy, which was agreed to,
with a truce for so many hours, upon which hostages
were delivered ; and a treaty begun, when the king
came to relieve it. Upon the view of the enemy’s
strength and intrenchment, all were of opinion that
the small forces of the king would not be able to
raise the siege, or to join with those in the town;
and in this melancholic conclusion his majesty re-
tired for the present, resolving to make any other
reasonable attempt the next day. In the mean time,
some soldiers found means to escape out of the town,
and colonel Fielding himself in the night came to
the king, and told him the state they were in; and
“ that they were in treaty, and believed he might 2
“ have very good conditions, and liberty to march
“away with all their arms and baggage;” which
was so welcome news, that the king bid him, prince
Rupert being then present, ¢ that, if he could pro-
“ cure such conditions, he should accept them:” for
indeed the men and the arms were all that the king
desired, the loss? of either of which was like to prove
fatal to him. The king continued still at Nettle-
beck,® a village seven or cight miles distant from
Reading, to attend the success of the treaty ; resolv-
ing, if it succeeded not, to try the utmost again for
their redemption : but all men praying heartily for

¥ had)] Not in MS. 2 the loss] and the loss
* believed he might] he be- b Nettlebeck,] Nettlebedd,
lieved might
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liberty to march off upon the treaty, the next day
these articles were agreed on.

1. ¢ That the governor, commanders, and soldiers,
“ both horse and foot, might march out with flying
* colours, arms, and four pieces of ordnance, ammu-
“ nition, bag and baggage, light match, bullet in
“ mouth, drums beating, and trumpets sounding.

2. ¢ That they might have free passage to his
“ majesty’s city of Oxford, without interruption of
“ any of the forces under the command of his excel-
“ lency the earl of Essex; provided the said gover-
“ nor, commanders, and soldiers, use no hostility un-
“ til they come to Oxford.

3. ©“ That what persons were accidentally come to
‘“the town, and shut up by the siege, might have
“ liberty to pass without interruption; such persons
“only excepted, as had run away from the army
“ under the command of the earl of Essex.

4. * That they shall ¢ have fifty carriages for bag-
“ gage, sick, and hurt men.

5. « That the inhabitants of the town of Reading
“ should not be prejudiced in their estates, or per-
“ sons, either by plundering or imprisonment; and
“ that they who would leave the town, might have
“ free leave, and passage, safely to go to what place
“ they would, with their goods, within the space of
“ six weeks after the surrender of the town.

6. « That the garrison should quit the town by
“ twelve of the clock the next morning ; and that the
¢ earl of Essex should provide a guard for the secu-
“ rity of the garrison soldiers, when they begun to
‘ march.”

¢ shall] should 4 begun] began
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Upon these articles, signed by the earl of Essex, BOOK
the town was delivered on the 27th day of April,
(being within a fortnight after the siege begun,®)
and the garrison marched to the king, who stayed
for them, and with him to Oxford. But at their
coming out of the town, and passing through the
enemy’s guards, the soldiers were not only reviled,
and reproachfully used, but many of them disarmed,
and most of the waggons plundered, in the presence
of the earl of Essex himself, and the chief officers;
who seemed to be offended at it, and not to be able
to prevent it; the unruliness of the common men
being so great. Asf this breach of the articles was
very notorious and inexcusable, so it was made the
rise, foundation, and excuse for barbarous injustice
of the same kind throughout the greatest part of
the war; insomuch as the king’s soldiers afterward,
when it was their part to be precise in the observa-
tion of agreements, mutinously remembered the vio-
lation at Reading, and thereupon exercised the same
licence; from thence, either side having somewhat
to object to the other, the requisite honesty and jus-
tice of observing conditions was mutually, as it were
by agreement, for a long time after violated.

There had been, in the secret committee for the
carrying on the war, forming those designs, and ad-
ministering to the expenses thereof, a long debate
with great difference of opinion, whether they should
not march directly with their army to besiege Ox-
ford, where the king and the court was, rather than
Reading; and if they had taken that resolution, as
Mr. Hambden, and all they who desired still to

1643.
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strike at the root, very earnestly insisted upon, with-
out doubt they had put the king’s affairs into great
confusion. For, besides that Oxford & was not tole-
rably fortified, nor the garrison well provided for,
the court, and multitude of nobility, and ladies, and
gentry, with which it was inhabited, bore any kind
of alarm™" very ill. But others, who did not yet
think their army well enough composed to resist all
temptations, nor enough subdued in their inclinations
to loyalty, and reverence towards the person of the
king, had no mind it should besiege the very place
where the king himself was; and the earl of Essex
himself, who was yet the soul of the army, had no
mind to that enterprise: and so the army marched,
as hath been said, directly to Reading, with the suc-

cess that is mentioned .

2 Oxford] the town

b alarm] alarum

! directly to Reading, with
the success that is mentioned]
The words *“ with the success
““ that is mentioned” are in the
MS. B. interlined by lord Cla-
rendon ; a pen being drawn
through the following para-
graph : Where sir Arthur Aston
(a man of much greater reputa-
tion in war than he deserved)
was governor, with three thou-
sand good foot and a regiment
of horse; and if that body of
foot (which should have been
drawn out within less than a
month, which was as soon as it
was imagined that the enemy
would take the field) had been
cut off, the king would have
been deprived of the best part
of his infantry ; which was well
enough known to the enemy,

and was the principal cause of
their engagement. The works
were rather a trench cast up to
secure a winter quarter, than
any fortification to endure a
siege, the purpose having been
always to throw in all the works
in the spring, and to leave the
town open, his majesty, having
not men enough to supply gar-
risons, and retaining still the old
unhappy opinion, that another
action in the field would deter-
mine the contest. However, the
earl of Essex, thinking it to be
stronger than it was, or willing
that others should think it so,
quartered his army round about
it, to keep it from supply, and
disposed all things for a formal
siege. The several transactions
within and without the town
during the siege; the hurt of the
governor, whether real or pre-
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Though, at the instant, the parliament was highly
pleased with the getting the town, and the king as
well contented, when he saw his entire garrison
safely joined to the rest of his army, (for it cannot
be denied the joy was universal through the king’s
quarters, upon the assurance, that they had re-
covered near’ four thousand good men, whom they
had given for lost,) yet, according to the vicissitudes
in war, when the accounts are cast up, either party
grew quickly dissatisfied with its success. The king
was no sooner returned to Oxford, but, upon confe-
rence between the officers and soldiers, there grew a
whisper, “ that there had not been fair carriage, and
“ that Reading had been betrayed,” and from thence
made a noise through Oxford; and the very next
day, and at the same time, colonel Fielding, upon
whom the discourses reflected, came to the king to
desire, “ that an account might be taken of the
“ whole business at a council of war for his vindica-
“ tion;” and the common soldiers, in a disorderly
manner, “ to require justice against him for betray-
“ing and delivering up the town to the rebels;”
which they avowed with so much confidence, with
the mention of some particulars, ©“ as the* having
“ frequent intercourse with the earl of Essex, and

tended ; the treaty about the sur-
render, and the king’s endea-
vour to relieve it during that
treaty, and after it was begun,
and the garrison’s refusing to
draw out because of the treaty;
the surrender of the town there-
apon, and the secure march of
the garrison to Oxford ; the dis-
orders and jealousies which hap-
pened there about that surreu-

der; the earl of Essex his march
towards Oxford, and drawing up
his whole army in sight thereof,
and the consternation there, and
his making his headquarters at
Thame, are all fitter subjects for
the history of that time than for
this narration, [namely, the au-
thor’s life.]
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“ hindering and forbidding the soldiers to issue out
¢ of the town to join with the king, when he came
“ to relieve them, although ! their officers had drawn
“ them up to that purpose, and were ready to lead
“ them;” and the like ; with some rash and passion-
ate words disrespectful to his majesty; so that he
gave present order for his commitment, and trial at
a court of war; the king himself being marvellously
incensed against him, for that clause in the third ar-
ticle, which gave liberty to all who were accidentally
come to the town, and shut up by the siege, to pass
without interruption, wherein there was an excep-
tion of such persons who had run away from the
earl of Essex’s army, and by virtue of that exception
some soldiers™ were taken after the rendering of
the town, and were executed. And though the
colonel excused himself, “ as being no more con-
« cerned to answer for-the articles, than every mem-
“ ber of the council of war, by which they were
“ agreed;” yet it was alleged, * that the council of
s war had been induced to consent to those articles,
“ upon the colonel’s averment, that the king had
“ seen them, and approved of them.” Whereas his
majesty had never seen any articles in writing, but
only consented, that they should march away with
their arms and baggage, if the enemy agreed to those
conditions. I have not known the king more af-
flicted than he was with that clause, which he called
no less  than giving up those poor men, who, out
s of conscience of their rebellion, had betaken them-
« selves to his protection, to he massacred and mur-
“ dered by the rebels, whom they had deserted;”

! although] albeit m soldiers] soldiers of that kind
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and, for the vindication of himself therein, he imme- Book
diately published a proclamation, in which he took e
notice of that clause; and declared to all the world, 1643

“ That he was not privy to, or, in the least de-
“ gree, consenting to that exception, but held the
“ same most prejudicial to his service, and deroga-
“tory to® his honour; and that he would always
“ choose to run any hazard or danger, the violence
“ or treason of his enemies could threaten, or bring
“ upon him, rather than he would withdraw or deny
“ his protection to any, who, being convinced in
“ their conscience of their disloyalty, should return
“ to their duty, and betake themselves to his service.
“ And as he had referred to a court of war the full
“ examination of all the particular proceedings, in
“ the delivery of that town, that° justice might be
“ done accordingly ; so he did declare, that he would
“ always proceed with all severity against such, as
“ should, by the like dishonourable conditions, ex-
¢ pose his subjects, and bereave them of his pro-
“ tection that had returned to their obedience to
“ him.”

At the trial, it was objected against the colonel,
¢« that the town might have been longer defended,
“ there being want of no necessary provision, and as
“ much powder, at the giving it up, as there was
“ when the enemy came first before it; for, besides
“ the first supply, sixteen barrels were put in dur-
“ ing the skirmish, when the king came to relieve
‘“1it: that several colonels pressed very earnestly to
“ sally, when the king’s forces were engaged, and
“ that they were expressly hindered and forbidden

" to] from o that] that so
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“ by him: that he frequently gave his pass to a
“ woman to go out of the town, who went into the
“ earl of Essex’s army, and returned again: that he
 persuaded the council of war to consent to the ar-
“ ticles, by protesting that the king had well ap-
“ proved them, and reproached those officers who
“ were of another opinion;” with some other parti-
eulars of licence and passion, which reflected more
upon his discretion, than his hohesty, or conduct.
He justified himself ¢ to have done nothing to-
« wards the delivery of the place, but upon full con-
« sideration, advice, and approbation of the council
“ of war: that he was in his own conscience and
¢ judgment satisfied, that the substance of the arti-
“ cles were advantageous for his majesty’s service;
“ and though it was true, by that last supply of am-
 munition, their store was near as much as when
“ the siege begun; yet it was in all but thirty-two
¢ barrels, which would have lasted but few hours, if
“ the enemy, who had approached within little more
“ than pistol-shot of some parts of their works,
“ should attack them in that manner as they had
“ reason to expect; and if they had held out longer,
“ when it had appeared that the king was not strong
“ enough to relieve them, they should not have been
« admitted to such conditions: and therefore, that
“ he believed a hazard of so great a concernment
“ was not to be run, when he well knew his majes-
“ ty’s former resolution of slighting the garrison;
¢ and that it would not be now done above a fort-
“ night sooner than was intended: that he had no
¢ knowledge of his majesty’s approach, till the forces
“ were engaged, when a truce was concluded, and
“ their hostages in the enemy’s hands; and there-
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“ fore, that he conceived it against the law of arms poox
“ to make any attempt from the town; and before b
¢ they could sufficiently deliberate it in council, his 1643.
“ majesty’s forces retired : that the woman, to whom
he gave a pass, was one he often employed as a
spy, with very good effect ; and he did believe, the
“ advantage he received by it was greater than she
“ could carry to the enemy by any information she
“ could give: that he did persuade the council of
“ war to consent to the conditions, because he be-
“lieved them very profitable to his majesty, and he
“ had averred only his majesty’s approbation of the
general substance of the articles, never applied it
to the clause of the third article, which he much
desired to have altered, but could not obtain the
consent of the enemy. If he had been intemperate,
“ or passionate to any, who were of another opinion,
“ or had used any passionate expressions in the de-
“ bate, it proceeded only from his zeal to the ser-
“ vice, and his apprehension of the loss of so many
‘“ good men, upon whom he well knew the king
“ much depended: that he might have committed
 many indiscretions, for which he desired pardon,
“ but had not failed in point of fidelity : that, by the
‘ unfortunate hurt of the governor, the command
“ was devolved upon him by his right of seniority,
not any ambitious design of his own : that he had,
from time to time, acquainted sir Arthur Aston
with the state and condition they were in; and
“ though his indisposition of health was such, that
“he would not give positive orders, he seemed to
¢ approve of all that was done; and though, for the
¢ former reason, he refused to sign the articles, yet
“ they were read to him, and he expressed no dislike
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“of them.” The truth of it is, sir Arthur Aston
was believed by many, not to be in so incompetent a
condition to command as he pretended ; and that al-
beit his head was so much swoln, that he might not
in person venture upon any execution, yet P his un-
derstanding, or senses, were not much distempered,
or discomposed; and that he only positively waved
meddling, out of dislike of the condition they were
in. And it is true, that, when he came to Oxford,
he could speak as reasonably of any matter, as ever
I knew him before, or after.

Notwithstanding all the defence the colonel could
make for himself, and that there was not indeed any
colour of proof, that he had acted any thing treacher-
ously, he was, upon an article * for 9 not obeying
“ orders,” (for in this agitation he had received some
such, which he had not precisely observed,) “ sen-
“ tenced to lose his head;” which judgment, after
long and great intercession, was, in the end, re-
mitted by the king; but his regiment disposed to
another; and he never restored to that command.
And though he had been always before of an un-
blemished reputation for honesty and courage, and
had heartily been engaged from the beginning of the
troubles, and been hurt in the service, and he ap-
peared afterwards as a volunteer, with the same
courage, in the most perilous actions, and obtained
a principal command in another of the king’s armies,
he never recovered the misfortune and blemish of
this imputation. And yet I must profess for my
part, heing no stranger to what was then alleged
and proved on either party, I do believe him to have

P yet] yet that 4 for] of
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been free from any base compliance with the enemy, BOOK
or any cowardly declension of what was reasonable* .
to be attempted. So fatal are all misfortunes, and .
so difficult a thing it is to play an after-game of re-
putation, in that nice and jealous profession.

The inconveniences and mischiefs, that resulted
to the king from this accident, were greater than
were at that time taken notice of ; for from this, the
factions in court, army, and city (which afterwards
grew very troublesome to the king) were dated, and
took their original; great animosities grew between
the officers of the army; some being thought to have
been too passionate and solicitous in the prosecution
of the colonel, and too much to have countenanced
the rage and fury of common soldiers in demanding
justice on ® their officer ; for from such a kind of cla-
mour it begun.t Others again were as much con-
demned for a palpable avowed protection of him,
thereby to shew their power, that a person they fa-
voured should not suffer; and of both these, some
were more violent than they should have been;
which several inclinations equally possessed the
court, some believing that he was really guilty of
treachery, though not so clearly proved; and there-
fore that, being within the mercy of the law, upon
another article, no mercy ought to be shewed to
him; others as really supposing him innocent, and
therefore thinking it great pity, severely to take the
forfeiture, upon such a point, as few officers of the
army did not know themselves guilty in: these sup-
posing the former too full of rigour and uncharitable-
ness ; and they again accusing the other of too much

' reasonable] reasonably t begun.] began.
e B J : o
Justice on] Omitted in MS.
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lenity and indulgence; whilst many gentlemen of
honour and quality, whose fortunes were embarked
with the king, grew extremely jealous, that the par-
liament had corrupted some of the king’s officers
with rewards, and that others had power to protect
them from punishment and discovery; and the sol-
diers again as much incensed, that their lives must
be sacrificed, upon casual and accidental trespasses,
to the animosity and jealousy of those who run not
the same dangers with them.

But these indispositions and distempers were the
effects of the exigents of that time, (I wish the hu-
mours had been impaired when the times mended,)
and very many, who saw the king’s condition very
low in an instant, and believed the rebelsto be most
flourishing, would look no farther for a reason, than
the loss of Reading; though they had all still, but
the town; which was never intended to be kept.
It is most certain, that the king himself was so far
from believing the condition he was in to be tole-
rable, that, upon the news of the earl of Essex’s ad-
vance towards Oxford, within four or five days after
the loss of Reading, he once resolved, and that by
the advice of the chief officers of his army, to march
away towards the north, to join with the earl of
Newcastle. And if the earl of Essex had, at that
time, but made any show of moving with his whole
body that way, I do verily persuade myself, Oxford
itself, and all the other garrisons of those parts, had
been quitted to them; but those fears were quickly
composed, by an assurance of the earl's stay at
Reading; and that he was not in a posture for a
present march, and that his numbers had been
shrewdly lessened by the siege: whereupon the king
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resolved to abide him, and give him battle about
Oxford, if he advanced; and, in the mean time, en-
camped his foot upon the down, about a mile from

Abingdon ;
horse U.

u for his horse.] The history
is thus continued in MS. C. : The
earl of Essex had as little joy
of his conquests : the city mur-
mured, and thought they were
betrayed : thev expected the re-
ducing of Reading, by taking
or destroying the garrison that
was in it, which they were as-
sured comprised above one half
of the king’s army; so that be-
ing defeated, the war would be
at an end: whereas by giving
them leave to march to the king
with their arms, they had ena-
bled him to fight a battle with
them, which he could no other-
wise have done: all that vast
expense of money about the
siege had been to no purpose,
and had only recovered a town,
which would have been left to
them within one fortnight with-
out any loss of men or money.
They were now very angry that
he had not marched to Oxford,
when he first sat down before
Reading, which if he had taken,
(as with the same expense he
might have done,) Reading
must have yielded without a
blow: and indeed there had
been consultation at Windsor,
before the expedition began,
whether they should besiege
Oxford or Reading first; and
the earl himself inclined to Ox-
ford, but was advised to the
other, for the conveniency of
being supplied with provisions
from London, and out of an

VOL. IV

which was the head quarter for his

apprehension that if the whole
army should go before Oxford,
and leave so strong a garrison
at Reading behind them, they
might not only be much in-
fested from thence in their
siege, but more frequent ala-
rums would come from that
place to the houses and the
city than they would well bear :
which without doubt was as
great an oversight as any they
committed ; for if they had at
that time, with that full army
they were then masters of,
marched to Oxford, prince Ru-
pert being, as is before remem-
bered, at Litchfield, they had
found the place every way worse
provided for a siege than Read-
ing, the fortifications bemg very
shght and unfinished, and no
public magazines of victual in
store; so that, though it may
be, the king himself might with
his horse have escaped, before
they could have environed the
town, the place, having a very
thin garrison of soldiers, and a
great company of lords and la-
dies, and persons of quality, not
easy to be governed and com-
manded, could not probably
have long held out, and then
Reading must have been at
their devotion ; and in the mean
time, they had horse enough
belonging to the city, and their
garrison at Windsor, to secure
them from those excursions.
But that which troubled the
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When the season of the year grew ripe for taking
the field, the earl of Essex found that his too early
march had nothing advanced his affairs; the sol-
diers having performed so strict duty, and lodging
upon the ground, in frost and rain, before Reading,
had produced great sickness and diseases in his
army, which had wasted abundance of his men; so
that he wanted rather another winter quarter to re-
cover and recruit his men, than an opportunity to
engage them in action; which he found would be
too often administered. He sent daily importuni-
ties to the parliament for supplies of all kinds,
which they were not enough furnished with to sa-
tisfy him ; new divisions and animosities arose there,
to perplex their counsels. Their triumph upon the
taking of Reading, which they had celebrated with
loud festivity, and made the city believe, that all
those benefits would attend it, which they knew
would be most grateful to them, appeared now
without any fruit; the king had all his forces and
army entire, and had only lost a town that he never
meant to keep, and which they knew not what to
do with; and was now ready to come into the field,
when theirs was destitute of health, and all those
accommodations, which must enable them to march:
and their general every day reiterated his com-
plaints, and reproached them with the unskilful or-
ders they had sent him, by which, against all the

earl of Essex more than these

discourses, was the ill condition
his army was in; they had con-
tracted in this short siege so
great a sickness, and such an
indisposition to action, and so

many were killed and run away,
that he was in no posture to
pursue his advantage; so that
after all these mountains of
promises, &c. as in page 52 line
6.
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advice and arguments he had given them, he was
reduced to that extremity.

The disrespectful and absurd * breaking off theY
treaty with the king was urged by their commis-
sioners; who thought themselves disobliged by it,
and published the king’s gracious disposition, and
the temper of the council in Oxford, to be different
from what the parliament desired it should be be-
lieved. They complained of jealousies which had
been entertained of their integrity ; and the earl of
Northumberland, having discovered, as is said be-
fore,? that Harry Martin had opened a letter, which
he had writ from Oxford to his lady,?® took him
aside, after a conference in the painted chamber be-
tween the two houses, and questioned him upon it;
and the other giving him some rude answers in jus-
tification of what he had done?, the earl cudgelled
him in that presence; upon which many swords
were drawn, to the great reproach and scandal of
the parliament.

These and the like instances of distraction and
confusion brought the reputation of that party low ;
and made it looked updn, as like to destroy itself
without an enemy ; whilst the king’s party, at that
distance, seemed to be more united, and to have re-
covered their spirits, of which they received fre-
quent evidence by the news of some of their quar-
ters being beat up, and many of their men lost ¢ by
the unexpected incursions of the king’s horse;

* The disrespectful and ab- 2 to his lady,] to his wife, to
surd] The absurd and uncivil know what was included in it,
¥ the] of the b of what he had done] of it

z as is said before,] Not in ¢ lost] being lost
MS.
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whereof some parties, by night marches, and un-
usual lanes, went often near London, and took
many prisoners, who thought themselves secure, in
their houses, and in journeys they made; who¢
were put to ransom themselves with good sums of
money : so that, after all those mountains of pro-
mises, and undertakings, the wants were greater,
and the city more importuned for money, and the
parliament visibly more necessitated for want of it,
than they had been before; and instead of dispers-
ing the king’s army, and bringing the king back to
his parliament, a sudden direction was given, and a
vigorous execution of that direction was begun, to
draw a line about the cities® of London and West-
minster, and to fortify it; lest the king’s forces
might break in upon them; which made the people
suspect the state of their affairs to be worse than
in truth it was; yetf so far were they from any
thoughts of peace and accommodation, " that the
house of commons raged more furiously than ever;
and every day engaged themselves in conclusions
more monstrous than they had yet entered upon.
For the supply of the charge of the war, they pro-
posed settling and imposing an excise upon such
commodities as might best bear it; which was a
burden the people of England had hitherto re-
proached other nations with, as a mark of slavery,
and never 8 feared by themselves; and for the exer-
cise of the sovereign power, they resolved it fit to
make a new great seal, to be always resident with
the houses. But the lords were not yet arrived at

4 who) and who Fyet] and
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that presumption, but plainly refused to concur BODK
with them in either. s

Whilst both armies lay quiet, the one about !643.
Reading, the other about Abingdon, or Oxford,
without attempting one upon the other, or any ac-
tion, save some small enterprises by parties, (in
which the king got advantage; as particularly ® the
young earl of Northampton fortunately encountered
a party of horse and foot from Northampton, which
thought themselves strong enough to attempt upon
Banbury: but he having! routed their horse, killed
above two hundred of their foot, and took as many
more prisoners, most whereof were shrewdly hurt,
the young earl that day sacrificing to the memory
of his father,) the king received from the earl of
Newcastle, by a strong party of horse, a good and
ample supply of ammunition; the want whereof all
men looked upon with great horror. As soon as
this was arrived, and the king had * heard that his
armies, both in the north and west, begun! to flou-
rish, and thought himself well provided to encoun-
ter the earl of Essex, if he desired it; his majesty
resolved once more to try, whether the two houses
would incline to a reasonable peace; and to that
purpose sent a message to them by an express ser-
vant of his own, in these words:

“ Since ™ his majesty’s message of the 12th ofThe king
« April (in which he conceived he had made such fﬁé’ii;’e
“ an overture for the immediate disbanding of all f,‘:,;:’;fw"
“ armies, and composure of those miserable and™® 2

b particularly] Not in MS. m Since &c.] This message is
' but he having] and having  in the handwriting of lord Cla-
k had] Not in MS. rendon’s amanuensis.
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BOOK “ present distractions, by a full and free convention
VIL. g parliament, that a perfect and settled peace
1643. < would have ensued) hath in all this time, above a

¢ full month, procured no answer from both houses,
“ his majesty might well believe himself absolved,
“ both before God and man, from the least possible
“ charge of not having used his utmost endeavours
“ for peace: yet, when he considers, that the scene
“of all this calamity is in the bowels of his own
“ kingdom ; that all the blood, which is spilt, is of
“ his own subjects; and that what victory soever it
“ shall please God to give him, must be over those
“ who ought not to have lifted up their hands
“ against him; when he considers, that these des-
“ perate civil dissensions may encourage and invite
“a foreign enemy, to make a prey of the whole
“ pation; that Ireland is in present danger to be
“ totally lost; that the heavy judgments of God,
“ plague, pestilence, and famine, will be the inevi-
“ table attendants of this unnatural contention;
“and that in a short time there will be so general
¢ a habit of uncharitableness and cruelty contracted
 through the whole kingdom, that even peace it-
« self will not restore his people to their old temper
“and security; his majesty cannot but again call
« for an answer to that his gracious message, which
“ gives so fair a rise to end these unnatural distrac-
“tions. And his majesty doth this with the more
s earnestness, because he doubts not the condition
“of his armies in several parts; the strength of
“ horse, foot, artillery, his plenty of ammunition,
« (when some men lately might conceive he want-
“ed,) is so well known and understood, that it
“ must be confessed, nothing but the tenderness
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“and love to his people, and those Christian im- BOOK
“ pressions, which always live, and he hopes alway
“ shall dwell, in his heart, could move him once 1643
“ more to hazard a refusal. And he requires them,
“as they will answer to God, to himself, and all
“ the world, that they will no longer suffer their
¢ fellow-subjects to welter in each other’s blood;
“ that they would remember by whose authority,
“and to what end, they met in that council, and
“ send such an answer to his majesty, as may open
“ a door to let in a firm peace, and security to the
“ whole kingdom. If his majesty shall again be
¢ disappointed of his intentions therein, the blood,
“ rapine, and destruction, which may follow in Eng-
“land and Ireland, will be cast upon the account
“ of those who are deaf to the motive of peace and
¢ accommodation.”
This message was received by the house of peers
(to whom it was directed) with all demonstration
of respect and duty, and the messenger very civilly
entreated by them: but when they communicated
it to® the house of commons, and desired their con-
currence in preparing an address to the king suit-
able to his gracious invitation, that house was so
far from concurring with them, that they gave im-
mediate order (which was executed accordingly) for
the apprehension and commitment of the gentleman rye house
who brought the message; and declared, * thatf ®m-
“ they would proceed against him at a council of::lt the
ssenger.,
“ war,” upon the order formerly mentioned, made
by them when the treaty was at Oxford,  that any
“ person coming from Oxford without their gene-
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“ral's pass, or one from the houses, should be pu-
“ nished as a spy ;” to which order as the peers never
consented, so the king had never, till this commit-
ment, notice of it; and themselves, after the mak-
ing 'it, had sent several messengers to the king,
without any formality of pass or trumpet.

The lords did what they could, publicly and pri-
vately, to dissuade this course; but they could not
prevail: the house of commons finding that the
very imagination that a peace might be concluded,
infinitely retarded their carrying on the war, and
made not only those, who were yet free, not easy
to be drawn in; but many, who were engaged, re-
miss, and willing to retire ; therefore ° they resolved
to proceed with that vigour and resolution, that no
reasonable man should believe it possible for the
king to gain a peace but by subduing them, which
seemed at least equally impossible. To this pur-
pose, instead of returning any answer to the king’s
message, within three days after the receiving it
they impeached the queen of high treason, ¢ for as-
¢ sisting the king her husband with arms, and am-
 munition, in the prosecution of the war against
% them;” an attempt as unheard of among all the
acts of their predecessors, and as surprising P as any
thing they had yet ventured upon: their clergy
sounded their trumpets louder to war than ever, if
it was possible ; and they resolved, that assembly of
divines, to which they had at the treaty urged the
king’s consent, should now meet by an ordinance of
their own, with an addition of some members of ei-
ther house to that number.

© therefore] and therefore P surprising] uniinagined



OF THE REBELLION. 57

There had been, some months before, a design of BoOK

prince Rupert upon the city of Bristol, by corre- "
spondence with some of the chief inhabitants of the 1043.
city, who were weary of the tyranny of the parlia-
ment ; but it had been so unskilfully or unhappily
carried, that, when the prince was near the town,
with sach a party of horse and foot, as he made
choice of, it was discovered, and many principal ci-
tizens apprehended by Nathaniel Fiennes, son to
the lord Say, and then governor of that city for the
parliament ; at this time, special direction and or-
der was sent thither, ¢ that he should, with all se-
“ verity, and expedition, proceed against those con-
“ spirators,” (as they called them;) and thereupon,
by a sentence and judgment of a council of war,
alderman Yeomans, who had been high sheriff of
the city, and of great reputation in it, and George
Bouchier, another citizen of principal account, were
(against all interposition his majesty could make)
both hanged; and all other imaginable 9 acts done,
to let all the world sec that there was no way to
peace but by the sword.

There fell out now an accident at London, which A design
gave great advantage to them in the fierce prosecu-:isi‘)ov,f;‘;‘,i,,
tion of the war, a discovery of a plot, which pro-"eein

Mr. Waller,
duced a public thanksgiving to God for their deli-Mr Tom-

verance, a wonderful animosity against the king; l(:::;z’rs‘tud
and a covenant, and union among themselves, and cemed.
throughout the city a prejudice to all moderate men,
who promoted an accommodation, and a brand upon
all overtures of peacer as stratagems upon the city
and the parliament. Of this plot, there being never

4 imaginable] imaginary tion and peace

r of peace] of accommoda-
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Book such a formed relation made by those who made
._Yil_'_great use of it, that men can collect what the de-
1643. sign was, or that it was laid with any probable cir-
cumstances, by which a success might be expected,
I shall briefly and faithfully set down all that I
know, have heard, or can reasonably conjecture to
be in it; and it was thought by many, and averred
by others who I believe did not think so, * that I

« knew as much of it as most men.”

There was of the house of commons, one Mr.
Waller, a gentleman of a very good fortune and
estate, and of admirable parts, and faculties of wit
and eloquence, and of an intimate conversation and
familiarity with those who had that reputation. He
had, from the beginning of the parliament, been
looked upon by all men, as a person of very entire
affections to the king’s service, and to the esta-
blished government of church and state; and, by
having no manner of relation to the court, had the
more credit and interest to promote the rights of
it. When the ruptures grew so great between the
king and the two houses, that very many of the
members withdrew from those councils, he, among
the rest, with equal dislike absented himself; but
at the time the standard was set up, having inti-
macy and friendship with some persons now of
nearness about the king, with the king’s approba-
tion, he returned again to London; where he spokes,
upon all occasions, with great sharpness and free-
dom; which (now there were so few there that
used it, and there was no danger of being over-
voted) was not restrained ; and therefore used as an

* spoke] spake
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argument against those, who were gone upon pre- BOOK
tence “ that they were not suffered to declare their he
“ opinion freely in the house; which could not he 1643.
“ believed, when all men knew, what liberty Mr.

“ Waller took, and spoket! every day with impu-

“ nity, against the sense and proceedings of the

“ house.” This won him a great reputation with

all people who wished well to the king; and he

was looked upon as the boldest champion the crown

had in both houses; so that such lords, and com-
mons, as ® really desired to prevent the ruin of the
kingdom, willingly complied in a great familiarity
with him, as a man resolute in their ends, and best

able to promote them. And it may be they be-
lieved his reputation at court so good, that he would

be no ill evidence there, of other men’s zeal and af-
fection; and so all men spoke* their minds freely

to him, both of the general distemper, and of the
passions and ambition of particular persons: all
men knowing him to be of too good a fortune, and

too wary a nature, to engage himself in designs of
danger or hazard.

Mr. Waller had a brother in law, one Mr. Tom-
kins, who had married his sister, and was clerk of
the queen’s council, of very good fame for honesty
and ability. This gentleman had good interest and
reputation in the city, and conversed much with
those who disliked the proceedings of the parlia-
ment, and wished to live under the same govern-
ment they were born; and from those citizens re-
ceived information of the temper of the people,
upon accidents, in the public affairs. And Mr.

t gpoke] spake v as] who * spoke] spake
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Waller and he, with that confidence that uses to-be
between brethren of the same good affections, fre-
quently imparted their observations and opinions to
each other; the one relating, how many in both
houses inclined to peace; and the other making the
same judgment upon the correspondence he had,
and intelligence he received from the most substan-
tial men of London ; and both of them again com-
municated what one received from the other, to the
company they Y used to converse with; Mr. Waller
imparting the wishes and power of the well affected
party in the city, to the lords and gentlemen whom
he knew to be of the same mind; and Mr. Tomkins
acquainting those he durst trust of the city, that
such and such lords and gentlemen, who were of
special note, were weary of the distractions, and
would heartily and confidently contribute to such
an honourable and honest peace, as all men knew
would be most acceptable to the king. And from
hence they came reasonably to a conclusion, that if
some means were found out to raise a confidence in
those who wished well, that they should not be op-
pressed by the extravagant power of the desperate
party ; but that if? they would so far assist one an-
other, as to declare their opinicns to be the same,
they should be able to prevent or suppress those tu-
mults, which seemed to countenance the distrac-
tions ; and the houses would be induced to terms of
moderation. '
In this time the lord Conway, being returned
from Ireland, incensed against the Scots, and dis-
contented with the parliament here, finding Mr.

¥ they] he * if] Omitted in MS.
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Waller in good esteem with the earl of Northum-
berland, and of great friendship with the earl of
Portland, he entered into the same familiarity ;
and, being more of a soldier, in the discourses ad-
ministered questions, and considerations, necessary
to be understood by men that either meant to use
force, or to resist it; and wished * that they who
“ had interest and acquaintance in the city would
“ endeavour by a mutual correspondence to inform
‘ themselves of the distinct affections of their neigh-
“ bours, that, upon any exigent, men might foresee
“ whom they might trust;” and these discourses
being again derived by Mr. Waller to Mr. Tomkins,
he, upon occasion, and conference with his com-
panions, insisted on the same arguments; and they
again conversing with their friends and acquaint-
ance, (for of all this business, there were not above
three who ever spoke together,) agreed, * that some
“ well affected persons, in every parish and ward
« about London, should make a list of all the inha-
“ bitants ; and thereupon to make a reasonable
“ guess of their several affections,” (which at that
time was no hard thing for observing men to do,)
and thence a computation of the strength and power
of that party, which was notoriously violent against
any accommodation.

I am persuaded the utmost project in this design
was (I speak not what particular men might intend,
or wish upon their own fancies) to beget such a
combination among the party well affected, that
they would refuse to conform to those ordinances of
the twentieth part, and other taxes for the support
of the war; and thereby, or by joint petitioning for
peace, and discountenancing the other who peti-

BOOK
Vil.

1643.



BOOK
VIIL.

1643.

62 THE HISTORY

tioned against it, to prevail with the parliament to
incline to a determination of the war. And it may
be, some men might think of making advantage of
any casual commotion, or preventing any mischief
by it; and thereupon that inquiry where the maga-
zines lay, and discourse of wearing some distin-
guishing tokens, had been rather casually?® men-
tioned, than seriously ® proposed. For it is certain,
very many who were conscious to themselves of
loyal purposes to the king, and of hearty dislike of
the parliament’s proceedings, and observed the vio-
lent, revengeful, ruinating ¢ prosecution of all men,
by those of the engaged party, were not without
sad apprehensions that, upon some jealousy, and
quarrel picked, even a general massacre might be
attempted of all the king’s friends; and thereupon,
in several discourses, might touch upon such expe-
dients, as might in those seasons be most beneficial
to their safety. But that there was ever any formed
design, either of letting in the king’s army into
London, which was impossible 4 to be contrived, or
of raising an army there, and surprising the parlia-
ment, or any one person of it, or of using any vio-
lence in or upon the city, I could never yet see
cause to believe; and if there had, they would have
published such a relation of it, after Mr. Waller
had confessed to them all he knew, had heard, or
fancied to himself, as might have constituted some
reasonable understanding of it; and not have® con-
tented themselves with making conclusions from
questions that had been asked, and answers made,

2 casually] Not in MS. 4 impossible] most impossi-
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by persons unknown, and forcing expressions used
by one, to relate to actions of another, between
whom there had been never the least acquaintance
or correspondence; and joining what was said at
London to somewhat done at Oxford, at another
time, and to another purpose: for, before I finish
this discourse, it will be necessary to speak of an-
other action, which, how distinct soever from this
that is related, was woven together to make one
plot.

From the king’s coming to Oxford, many citizens
of good quality, who were prosecuted, or jealously
looked upon in London, had resorted to the king,
and hoping, if the winter produced mnot a peace,
that the summer would carry the king before that
city with an army, they had entertained some dis-
course ¢ of raising, upon their own stocks of money
“ and credit, some regiments of foot and horse, and
¢ joining with some gentlemen of Kent, who were
“ likewise inclined to such an undertaking.” Among
these was sir Nicholas Crisp, a citizen of good
wealth, great trade, and an active spirited man,
who had been lately prosecuted with great severity
by the house of commons; and had thereupon fled
from London, for appearing too great a stickler in
a petition for peace in the city. This gentleman
industriously preserved a correspondence still there,
by which he gave the king often very useful intel-
ligence, and assured him “ of a very considerable
“ party, which would appear there for him, when-
“ ever his own power should be so near, as to give
“ them any countenance.” In the end, whether in-
vited by his correspondents there, or trusting his
own sprightly inclinations and resolutions too much,
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and concluding that all, who were equally honest,
would ‘be equally bold, he desired his majesty, « to
“ grant a commission to such persons, whom he
“ would nominate, of the city of London, under the
“ great seal of England, in the nature of a commis-
* sion of array, by virtue whereof, when the season
¢ should come, his party there would appear in dis-
‘¢ cipline and order; and that this was desired by
¢ those, who best knew what countenance and au-
“ thority was requisite; and being trusted to them
“ would not be executed at all, or else at such a
“ time as his majesty should receive ample fruit by
“ ity provided it were done with secrecy, equal to
¢ the hazard they should run who were employed
“in it.”

The king had this exception to it,f ““the impro-
¢ bability that it could do good, and that the fail-
“ ing might do hurt to the undertakers.&” DButh
the promoter was a very popular man in the city,
where he had been a commander of the trained
bands, till the ordinance of the militia removed
him; which rather improved, than lessened, his cre-
dit; and he was very confident, it would produce a
notable advantage to the king: however, they de-
sired it who were there, and would not appear
without it; and therefore the king consented to it ;
referring the nomination of all persons in the com-
missiont to him; who, he verily believed, had pro-
ceeded by the instruction and advice of those that
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were nearest the concernment; and for the secrecy
of it, the king referred the preparing and despatch
of the commission to sir Nicholas Crisp himself,
who should acquaint no more with it than he found
requisite ; so, without the privity or advice of any
counsellor, or minister of state then most trusted by
his majesty!, he procured such a commission as he
desired (being no other than the commission of ar-
ray in English) to be signed by the king, and sealed
with the great seal.

This being done, and remaining still in his cus-
tody, the lady Aubigney, by a pass, and with the
consent of the houses, came to Oxford to transact
the affairs of her own fortune with the king upon
the death of her husband, who was killed at Edge-
hill; and she having in few days despatched her
business there, and being ready to return, sir Ni-
cholas Crisp came to the king, and besought him,
“ to desire that lady” (who had a pass, and so could
promise herself safety in her journey) “to carry a
“ small box” (in which that commission should be)
« with her, and to keep it in her own custody, until
“ a gentleman should call to her ladyship for it, by
“such a token: that token,” he said, ¢ he could
“send to one of the persons trusted, who should
“ keep it by him till the opportunity came, in which
“ it might be executed.” The king accordingly
wished the lady Aubigney to carry it with great
care and secrecy; telling her, “it much concerned
“ his own ™ service;” and to deliver it in such man-
ner, and upon such assurance, as is hefore men-

I'then most trusted by his ™ his own] his majesty’s
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gook tioned: which she did, and, within few days after

VIL

her return to London, delivered it to a person who

1643. was appointed to call for it. How this commission

was discovered, I could never learn: for though Mr.
Waller had the honour to be admitted often to that
lady, and was believed by her to be a gentleman of
most entire affections to the king’s service, and con-
sequently might be fitly trusted with what she knew,
yet her ladyship herself, not knowing what it was
she carried, could not inform any body else.

But about this time, a servant of Mr. Tomkins,
who had often cursorily overheard his master and
Mr. Waller discourse of the argument we are now
upon, placed himself behind a hanging, at a time
they were together; and there, whilst either of them
discoursed the language and opinion of the company
they kept, overheard enough to make him believe
his information, and discovery, would make him
welcome to those whom he thought concerned; and
so went to Mr. Pym, and acquainted him with all he
had heard, or probably imagined. The time when
Mr. Pym was made acquainted with it is not known;
but the circumstances of the publishing it were such,
as filled all men with apprehensions. It was on
Wednesday the thirty-first of May, their solemn fast-,
day, when, being all at their sermon, in St. Marga-
ret’s church in Westminster, according to their cus-
tom, a letter or message is brought privately to Mr.
Pym; who thereupon, with some of the most active
members, rise from their seats; and, after a little
whispering together, remove out of the church : this
could not but exceedingly affect those who stayed
hehind; immediately they sent guards to all the
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prisons, as Lambeth-house, Ely-house, and such
places, where their malignants were in custody,
with directions ¢ to search the prisoners;” and some
other places which they thought fit should be sus-
pected. After the sermons were ended, the houses
met; and were only then® told, « that letters were
‘“intercepted going to the king and the court at
“ Oxford, that expressed some notable conspiracy in
‘“ hand, to deliver up the parliament and the city
“ into the hands of the cavaliers; and that the time
“ for the execution of it drew very near.” Here-
upon a committee was appointed “ to examine all
“ persons they thought fit; and to apprehend some
“ nominated at that time.” And the same night,
this committee apprehended Mr. Waller and Mr.
Tomkins ; and, the next day, such others as they
suspected. ©

Mr. Waller was so confounded with fear and ap-
prehension, that he confessed whatever he had said,
heard, thought, or seen ; all that he knew of himself,
and all that he suspected of others; without conceal-
ing any person of what degree or quality soever, or
any discourse that he had ever, upon any occasion, en-
tertained with them: what such and such ladies of
great honour, to whom, upon the credit of his great
wit, ? and very good reputation, he had been ad-
mitted, had spoke to him in their chambers of the
proceedings in 9 the houses; and how they had en-
couraged him to oppose them ; what correspondence
and intercourse they had with some ministers of
state at Oxford; and how they derived all intelli-
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BoOK gence thither. He informed them, < that the earl of

1643.

¢ Portland and the lord Conway had been particular
¢ in all the agitations which had been with the citi-
« zens ; and had given frequent advice and directions
“ how they should demean themselves; and that the
¢ earl of Northumberland had expressed very good
“ wishes to any attempt, that might give a stop to the
“ violent actions and proceedings of the houses, and
¢ produce a good understanding with the king.”
When the committee were thus furnished, they
took the examinations of Mr. Tomkins, and such
other as they thought necessary, and having at the
same time, by some other means, discovered (or con-
cealed it till this time) that commission which is be-
fore discoursed of, and gotten the very original into
their hands, they kneaded both into one plot and
conspiracy ; and, acquainting the houses with so
much as they thought yet seasonable to publish,
they declared, (without naming any lords, or other
persons, to be interessed in the design, save those
only who were imprisoned ; among whom the lady
Aubigney was one : and without communicating any
of the examinations, which, they pretended, were
not to be common till the conspirators were brought
to trial,) “ that the original of this conspiracy was
“ from the late London petition for peace,” which
was spoken of about Christmas last in the book pre-
cedent; “ and that, under pretence of peace and
“ moderation, a party was to be formed, which
 should be able to suppress all opponents, and to
“ awe the parliament : that, to this purpose, some of
“ those who were the principal movers and fomenters
“ of that petition, did continue, in the nature of a
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“ committee, still to carry on the design: that they
“ held intelligence in both armies, court, and parlia-
“ ment; took a general survey of the numbers and
¢ affections of the several inhabitants throughout the
“ wards and parishes of the city, and places adjacent;
“ and distinguished all under the titles of men af-
« fected, or averse to the king; or indifferent, and
“ neutral persons, carried only by the success and
 power of the prevailers: that they were well in-
“ structed in the number and inclinations of the
¢ trained bands of London; the places where the ma-
¢ gazines were kept ; where the commanders for the
¢ parliament dwelt; had thought of places for ren-
“ dezvous, and retreat, upon any occasion, and of
*¢ colours, and marks of distinction between the dif-
“ ferent parties.

“ That Mr. Waller and Mr. Tomkins were the
¢ principal persons employed, and trusted to give
¢ advertisement to, and correspond with, the king’s
“ ministers at Oxford; and receive advertisements
“ and commands from thence, for the completing
“ the work ; that they two held constant intelligence
“ and intercourse with the lord Falkland, then prin-
“ cipal secretary to the king; and that from him
“ they received the signification of the king’s plea-
“ sure; and that those directions, counsels, and en-
“ couragements had been principally sent by those
“ messengers which had been employed by his ma-
“ jesty to the parliament, under the pretence of
“ peace; and especially by Mr. Alexander™ Hamb-
“den; who came with the last message, and was a
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BOOK “ cousin-german to Mr. Waller. That the lady Au-

V.

1643.

“ bigney, who had been lately at Oxford, had brought
“ thence a commission to them from the king, by
« force of arms to destroy, kill, and slay the forces,
“ raised by the parliament and their adherents, as
« traitors and rebels; and that they had lately sent
“ a message to Oxford by one Hassel, a servant of
“ the king’s, to acquaint the lord Falkland, that the
“ design was come to a® good perfection; unto which,
« answer was returned, that they should hasten it
“ with all speed:

“ That the particulars of the design appeared to
“ pe: 1. To seize into their custody the king’s chil-
« dren. 2. To seize several members of both houses,
« the lord mayor, and committee of the militia,
« under pretence of bringing them to a legal trial.
« 3. To seize upon the outworks, forts, Tower of
« London, magazines, gates, and other places-of im-
« portance in the city. 4. To let in the king’s forces
«“ to surprise the city, and to destroy all those who
« should oppose them by authority of the parlia-
«“ ment. 5. By force of arms to resist all payments
“ imposed by authority of parliament, raised for the
« support of the armies employed for their just de-
« fence, &c. to suspend, if not alter, the whole go-
« vernment of the city, and, with assistance of the
« king’s force, to awe and master the parliament.”

When both houses were awakened, and startled
with this report, the first thing agreed on was, “ a
« day of thanksgiving to God for this wonderful de-
“livery;” which shut out any future doubts, and

S a) Not in MS.
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disquisitions, whether there had been any such de- BOOK
livery ; and, consequently, whether their plot was in :
truth, or had been so framed. Then it was said,
“ that as the design was the most desperate, so the
“ carriage was the most subtle, and among persons
“ of reputation, and not suspected; and that there
“ was reason to suspect, many members of both
‘ houses were privy to it; and therefore there ought
“ to be all possible care taken to make the discovery
“ perfect, and to unite themselves for the public de-
“ fence: that if any part were left undiscovered, it
“ might prove fatal to the commonwealth.” This
finding a full consent, it was propounded, *“ that a
“ protestation might be drawn up, by which every
“ member of the two houses might purge himself
“ from any guilt of, or privity in, that conspiracy ;
“and likewise oblige himself to resist and oppose
“any such combination.” They who were under
the character of moderate men, and usually advanced
all motions of peace and accommodation, durst not
oppose the expedient, lest they should be concluded
guilty ; most of them having had familiarity with
Mr. Waller, and, no doubt, upon sundry occasions,
spoken with that freedom to him, as might very well
incur a severe interpretation, if, upon this occasion,
what they had said should be scanned. And so, be- A vow and
fore the rising, there was framed by the house of ﬁ;:g:':f,
commons, a vow and covenant to be taken by the ¢ faken by
members of both houses, and afterwards by the city, gf":s:: both
and their army; for their jealousy was now spread upon dis-
over all their own quarters ; which covenant, for the :;::rge:iign.
rareness of it both in title and style, I think neces-

sary here to insert in the very terms; which were

these :

1643.
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A sacred vow,' and covenant, taken by the lords
and commons assembled in parliament, upon the
discovery of the late horrid and treacherous de-
sign, for the destruction of this parliament and
the kingdom : the 6th of June 1643."
¢ Whereas there hath been, and now is, in this

“ kingdom, a popish and traitorous plot for the sub-

“ version of the true protestant reformed religion,

“ and the liberty of the subject; and, in pursuance

“ thereof, a popish army hath been raised, and is

“ now on foot in divers parts of this kingdom; and

“ whereas there hath been a treacherous aud horrid

¢ design, lately discovered by the great blessing and

“ especial providence of God, of divers persons, to

¢ join themselves with the armies raised by the king,

“ and to destroy the forces raised by the lords and

“ commons in parliament, to surprise the cities of

“ London and Westminster, with the suburbs; hy

“ arms to force the parliament; and finding by con-

“ stant experience, that many ways of force, and

“ treachery, are continually attempted, to bring to

“ utter ruin and destruction the parliament and

« kingdom ; and that which is dearest, the true pro-

“ testant religion: and that, for the preventing and

“ withstanding the same, it is fit, that all, who are

“ true hearted, and lovers of their country, should

* bind themselves each to other in a sacred vow and

“ covenant :

“I 4. B. in humility, and reverence of the Di-
‘ vine Majesty, declare my hearty * sorrow for my

t 4 sacred vow, &c.] In the Y the 6th of June 1643.] Not
handwriting of lord Clarendon’s in MS.
amanuensis. * hearty] Not in MS.
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“ own sins, and the sins of this nation, which have
« deserved the calamities and judgments that now
¢ lie upon it; and my true intention is, by God’s
“ grace, to endeavour the amendment of my own
“ ways: and I do farther, in the presence of Al-
“ mighty God, declare, vow, and covenant, that, in
“ order to the security and preservation of the true
“ reformed protestant religion, and liberty of the
“ subject, I will not consent to the laying down of
“ arms, so long as the papists, now in open war
“ against the parliament, shall by force of arms be pro-
« tected from the justice thereof: and that I do abhor
“ and detest the said wicked and treacherous design,
¢ lately discovered: and that I never gave, nor will
“ give, my assent to the execution thereof, but will,
“ according to my power, and vocation, oppose and
“ resist the same, and all other of the like nature.
“ And in case any other like design shall hereafter
‘“ come to my knowledge, I will make such timely
“ discovery, as I shall conceive may best conduce to
“ the preventing thereof. And whereas I do in my
“ conscience believe, that the forces, raised by the
“ two houses of parliament, are raised and continued
“ for their just defence, and for the defence of_the
‘ true protestant religion, and liberty of the subject,
“ against the forces raised by the king; that I will,
“ according to my power, and vocation, assist the
“ forces raised and continued, by both houses of par-
¢ liament, against the forces raised by the king
“ without their consent : and will likewise assist all
“ other persons that shall take this oath, in what
“ they shall do in pursuance thereof; and will not
“ directly, or indirectly, adhere unto, nor shall will-
“ ingly assist the forces raised by the king, without
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“ the consent of both houses of parliament¥. And
“ this vow, and covenant, I make in the presence of
“ Almighty God, the Searcher of all hearts, with a
“ true intention to perform the same, as I shall an-
“swer at the great day, when the secrets of all
“ hearts shall be disclosed.”

Though many were much startled at this cove-
nant, and took time to consider of it, there being in
the preamble, and positive part, much which very
few believed, and in the promissory part a more di-
rect denouncing war against the king, than had been
in plain terms before avowed by them, and an ahso-
lute protestation against peace, till the king were at
their mercy ; yet the fear of being concluded guilty
of the plot, made them swallow all the rest; and the
example of one prevailing with many, there was not
a member of either house that took it not: and be-
ing thus fettered and entangled themselves, they
sent their committee into the city, to acquaint them
with their < happy discovery, and how miraculously
“ God had preserved them, and to engage them in
“ the same sacred vow, and covenant;” which was
readily submitted to; and, by the industry of their
clergy, sooner than can be imagined, taken through-
out that people. Then it was, with equal diligence
and solemnity, transmitted to their # army, that their
fears of inconvenience from thence might be likewise
purged ; and thence it grew the mark of distinction,
to know their friends and enemies by ; and whoso-
ever refused to take that covenant, needed no other
charge to be concluded, and prosecuted, as the high-
est malignant.

Y of parliament] Not in MS. 7 their] the
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Being this way secure from any future clamours BoOK
for peace, they proceeded to try Mr. Tomkins; Mr. -, i
Chaloner, a citizen of good wealth and credit, and'rhiﬁtf:l-
most intimate with Tomkins; Mr. Hambden, who and execu-
brought the last message from the king; one Hassel, g i
a messenger of the king’s, who passed often between 23¢ M-
London and Oxford, and sometimes carried letters
and messages to the lord Falkland; and some citi-
zens, whose names were in the commission sent
from Oxford; by a council of war; by whom Mr.
Tomkins and Mr. Chaloner were condemned to be
hanged; and were both, with all circumstances of
severity and cruelty, executed : the one on a gibbet,
by his own house in Holborn; where he had long
lived with singular estimation ; and the other, by his
house in Cornhill, near the Old Exchange. Hassel
the messenger saved them farther trouble, and died
in prison the night before his trial: and there being
no evidence against Mr. Hambden, but what Mr.
Waller himself gave, they gave no judgment against
him, but kept him long after in prison, till he died :
neither proceeded they capitally against those citi-
zens whose names were in the commission, it not
appearing that their names were used with their
consent and privity ; though the brand of being ma-
lignants served the turn for their undoing; for all
their estates were seized, as theirs were who had
been executed.

There is  nothing clearer than that the commis-
sion sent from Oxford by the lady Aubigney, had
not any relation to the discourses passed between
Mr. Waller, Tomkins, and those citizens; or that

* There is] And there is
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they, who knew of one, had not any privity with the
other: which if they had had, and intended such an
insurrection, as was alleged, Mr. Waller, and Mr.
Tomkins, or some one of those lords who were sup-
posed to combine with them, would have been in the
commission. Or if the king’s ministers had been en-
gaged in the consultation, and hoped to have raised
a party which should suddenly seize upon the city
and the parliament, they would never have thought
a commission granted to some gentlemen at Oxford,
(for the major part of the commissioners were there,)
and a few® private citizens, would have served for
that work. I am very confident, and I have very
much reason for that confidence, that there was no
more known, or thought of at Oxford, concerning
the matter of the commission, than I have before set
forth ; nor of the other, than that Mr. Tomkins some-
times writ to the lord Falkland, (for Mr. Waller, out
of the cautiousness of his own nature, never writ
word,) and by messengers signified to him, ¢ that the
“ number of those who desired peace, and abhorred
“ the proceedings of the houses, was very considera-
“ble; and that they resolved, by refusing to contri-
* bute to the war, and to submit to their ordinances,
 to declare and manifest themselves in that manner,
¢ that the violent party in the city should not have
“ credit enough to hinder any accommodation.” And
the lord Falkland always returned answer, ‘that
¢ they should expedite those expedients, as soon as
“ might be, for that delays made the war more diffi-
¢ cult to be restrained.” AndifI could find evidence,
or reason, to induce me to believe, that there was any

b few] few unknown
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farther design in the thing itself, or that the king
gave farther countenance to it, I should not at all
conceal it. No man can imagine ¢, that if the king
could have entertained any probable hope of reduc-
ing London, which was the fomenter, supporter, and
indeed the life of the war; or could have found any
expedient, from whence he could reasonably propose
to dissolve, scatter, and disperse those who, under
the name of a parliament, had kindled a war against
him, but he would have given his utmost assistance
and countenance thereunto, either by public force, or
private contrivance.

There were very great endeavours used, to have
proceeded with equal severity against the earl of
Portland, and the lord Conway, (for the accusation
of the earl of Northumberland, it was proceeded ten-
derly in; for though the violent party was heartily
incensed against him, as a man weary of them, yet
his reputation was still very great,) who were both
close prisoners; and, to that purpose, their lordships
and Mr. Waller were confronted before the commit-
tee; where they as peremptorily denying, as he charg-
ing them, and there being no other witness but he
against them, the prosecution was rather let alone
than declined, till after a long restraint they procured
enlargement upon bail. Mr. Waller himself, (though
confessedly the most guilty ; and by his unhappy de-
meanour, in this time of his affliction, he had raised
as many enemies as he had formerly friends, and al-
most the same,) after he had, with incredible dissi-
mulation, acted such a remorse of conscience, that ¢
his trial was put off out of Christian compassion, till

¢ can imagine] imagining d that] as

BOOK
VIIL.

1643.



BOOK
VIL.

1643.

78 THE HISTORY

he might recover his understanding, (and that was
not, till the heat and fury of the prosecutors was rea-
sonably abated with the sacrifices they had made,)
and, by drawing visitants to himself, of the most
powerful ministers of all factions, had, by his libe-
rality, and penitence,® his receiving vulgar and vile
sayings from them with humility and reverence, as
clearer convictions and informations than in his life
he had ever had; and distributing great sums to
them for their prayers and ghostly counsel; so satis-
fied them, that they satisfied others; was brought,
at his suit, to the house of commons’ bar; where
(being a man in truth very powerful in language;
and who, by what he spoke, and in the manner of
speaking it, exceedingly captivated the good-will and
benevolence of his hearers; which is the highest part
of an orator) with such flattery, as was most exactly
calculated to that meridian, with such a submission,
as their pride f took delight in, and such dejection of
mind, and spirit, as was like to cozen the major part,
and be thought serious; he laid before them * their
“ own danger and concernment, if they should suffer
“ one of their own body, how unworthy and mon-
“ strous soever, to be tried by the soldiers, who might
“ thereby grow to that power hereafter, that they
“ would both try those they would not be willing
¢ should be tried, and for things, which they would
¢ account no crimes; the inconvenience and insup-
“ portable mischief whereof all wise commonwealths
‘“ had foreseen, and prevented, by exempting their
“ own members from all judgments but their own:”
he prevailed, not to he tried by a council of war;

¢ penitence,] MS. adds: his ! pride] vulgar pride
preces, and his lacryma
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and thereby preserved his dear-bought life; so that,
in truth, he does as much owe the keeping his head
to that oration, as Catiline did the loss of his to those
of Tully: and by having done ill very well, he, by
degrees, drew that respect to his parts, which always
carries some compassion to the person, that he got
leave £ to compound for his transgression, and them ®
to accept of ten thousand pounds (which their affairs
wanted) for his liberty ; whereupon! he had leave to
recollect himself in another country (for his liberty
was to be in banishment) how miserable he had made
himself, in obtaining that leave* to live out of his
own. And there cannot be a greater evidence of the
inestimable value of his parts, than that he lived, af-
ter this, in the good affection and esteem of many,
the pity of most, and the reproach and scorn of few,
or ! none.

These high proceedings at Lendon, and in the
houses, were not seconded with any notable success
abroad ; but it appeared plainly, by the slow coming
in of monies, and more slow coming in of men, that
the hearts of the people were generally more devoted
to peace, than to the continuance of those distrac-
tions ; and the earl of Essex, by the great decay and
sickness of his army, was not, in near six weeks,™

% Jeave] them

b them] Not in MS.

i whereupon] and so

k in obtaining that leave] to
have leave

! few, or] Not in MS.

™ the earl of Essex, by the
great decay and sickness of his
army, was not,in nearsix weeks, ]
Thus originally in MS. : the earl
of Essex found that he paid
dear for the time he had gotten

in the spring, that little lying in
the field during thesiege at Read-
ing having so much weakened
his army, and his soldiers hav-
ing contracted by it so many dis-
eases and such a general sick-
ness, that very many of them
died ; and with all the supplies
of money and recruits of men he
could get, he was not, in near
six weeks,
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able to remove from Reading; by which many men
concluded, which could not be reasonably foreseen,
that if Reading had held out many days longer, he
would have been compelled to raise his siege; and
that was the reason the earl gave for granting se
good conditions : for if he could have stayed longer
before it, he well knew, they must have yielded on
worse terms; neither feared he the king would ho
able to relieve it. In the end, there being no other
way to quiet the city of London, he marched towards
Oxford ; but, in truth, rather to secure Buckingham-
shire, which was now infested by the king’s horse,
than to disquiet that place. And, to that purpose,
he fixed his head quarter at Thame, ten miles from
Oxford, and upon the very edge of the other county™.

" The history is thus conti-
nued in MS. C.:] At the same
time when the earl of Essex
began his march from Read-
ing, colonel Urry, a Scotch-
man, who had served in that
army from the beginning with
great reputation, (as he was
an excellent commander of
horse,) till the difference that is
before spoken of between the
English and Scotch ofticers ; af-
ter which he laid down his com-
mission; though, out of respect
to the earl of Essex, he stayed
some time after with him as a
volunteer ; and now came to the
king to Oxford, having before
given notice to the earl of Brain-
ford that he meant to do so.
He came no sooner thither,
than, to give proof that he
brought his whole heart with
him, he proposed to prince Ru-
pert to wait on him, to visit the
enewmy's quarters, and being well
acquainted with their manner of

lying and keeping their guards,
undertook to be his guide to a
quarter where they were least
expected : and the prince will-
ingly consenting to the propo-
sition, drew out a strong party
of one thousand horse and dra-
goons, which he commanded
himself, and marched with colo-
nel Urry to a town four or five
miles beyond the head quarter,
where were a regiment of horse
and a regiment of dragoons, and
about daybreak fell upon them ;
and with little resistance, and no
loss of his own men, he killed
and took the whole party, except
some few, who hid themselves in
holes, or escaped by dark and
untrodden paths. From thence,
on his way back, according to
purpose, he fell upon another
village, where some horse and a
regiment of foot were quartered ;
where he had the same success,
and killed and took and dis-
persed them all. So he having
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In the beginning of the war, the army in Scotland goox
having been lately dishanded, many officers of that

fortunately performed all he
hoped, his highness hastened his
retreat as fast as he could to Ox-
ford; having appointed a regi-
ment of foot to attend him at a
pass in the way for his security.
But the alarum had passed
through all the enemy’s quar-
ters; so that before the prince
could reach the pass where his
foot expected him, he found the
enemy’s whole army was drawn
out, and a strong party of their
horse, almost equal to his own
in number, so hard pressed him,
that, being then to enter a lane,
they would disorder his rear be-
fore he could join with his foot,
which were a mile before. He
had very little time to deliberate,
being even at the entrance into
the lane. If he could have hoped
to have retired in safety, he had
no reason to venture to fight
with a fresh party, excellently
armed and in number equal, his
own being harassed and tired
with near twenty miles’ march,
and laden with spoil and pri-
soners, scarce a soldier without
a led horse: but the necessity
obliged him to stay ; and after a
short consideration of the man-
ner of doing it, directing as
small a convoy as was possible
to guard the prisoners, and to
hasten with all the unnecessary
baggage and led horses, he re-
solved to keep the ground he
had in the plain field, and after
as short a pause, to charge the
party that advanced, lest the
body might come up to them.
And they came on amain, leaving
itonlyin his election, by meeting
VOL. IV.

them, to have the reputation of
charging them, or, by standing
still, to be charged by them.
Hereupon they were quickly en-
gaged in a sharp encounter, the
best, fiercest, and longest main-
tained that hath been by the
horse during the war: for the
party of the parliament consist-
ed not of the bare regiments
and troops which usually march-
ed together, but of prime gen-
tlemen and officers of all their
regiments, horse and foot, who,
being met at the head quarter
upon the alarum, and conceiving
it easy to get between prince
Rupert and Oxford, and not
having their own charges ready
to move, joined themselves as
volunteers to those who were
ready, till their own regiments
should come up; and so the first
ranks of horse consisting of such
men, the conflict was maintained
some time with equal confidence.
In the end, many falling and be-
ing hurt on both sides, the prince
prevailed, the rebels being to-
tally routed, and pursued, tili the
gross of the army was disco-
vered, and then his highness,
with the new prisoners he had
taken, retired orderly to the
pass where his foot and former
purchase expected him; and
thence sending colonel Urry to
acquaint the king with the suc-
cess, who knighted the messen-
ger for his good service, re-
turned, with near two hundred
prisoners, and seven cornets of
horse, and four ensigns of foot,
to Oxford. On the king’s part
in this action were lost, besides
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nation, who had served in Germany and in France,
betook themselves to the service of the parliament;
whereof divers ® were men of good conduct and cou-
rage; though there were more as bad as the cause
in which they engaged. Of the former sort colonel
Urry was a man of name and reputation, and an ex-
cellent officer of horse, and had commanded those
horse at Edge-hill under Balfour, which bad pre-
served their army there; and finding himself after-
wards not so well regarded, as, he thought, he had
deserved, as it was no easy thing to value that peo-
ple at the rate they did set upon themselves; and
being without any other affection for their service,
than their pay inclined him to, he resolved to quit
them, and to go to the king; in order to which, he
had kept some correspondence with the earl of Brain-
ford, the king’s general ; under whose command he
had formerly served in Germany. Wahilst the earl
of Essex remained at Thame, and his army quar-
tered thereabout, Urry came to Oxford, in the equi-
page that became a colonel of horse who had received
good pay ; and the very next day after he came, hav-
ing been very graciously received by the king, to
give proof that he brought his whole heart with him,
he went to prince Rupert, acquainted him where the
parliament horse lay, and how loose they were in
their quarters; and, to give a testimony of his fide-

few common men, no officers of
note, but some hurt : on the ene-
my's side, many of the best offi-
cers, more than in any battle
they fought, and amongst them
(which made the news of the
rest less inquired after by the
one, and less lamented by the
other) colonel Hambden, who

was shot into the shoulder with
a brace of pistol bullets, of which
wound, with very sharp pain, he
died within ten days, to as great
a consternation of all that party,
as if the whole army had been
defeated and cut off.
° divers] many
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lity to the king, he desired to march a volunteer B oo
with a good party, to make an attempt upon the
enemy ; and the prince assigning a strong party for 1643
the service, he accompanied, and conducted them out
of the common road, till they came to a town ; where
a regiment of the parliament’s horse was quartered ;
which they beat up, and killed or took most of the
officers and soldiers; and then fell upon those other
quarters, by which they had passed before, with the
like success; so he returned to Oxford with many
prisoners, and with notable damage to the enemy.

As soon? as he returned, he made another propo-
sition to the prince for the attacking the quarters
near Thame; through which he had passed, when
he came to Oxford, and so was well acquainted with
the posture in which they were; and assured the
prince, “that, if he went about it time enough, be-
¢ fore there should be any alteration in their quarters,
 which he believed the general would quickly make,
“ the enterprise would be worthy of it.” The prince4 Prince Ru-
was so well satisfied with what he had already done, 3;’25’&1‘&
that he resolved to conduct the next adventure him- tf;ﬂ“;m"
self, which he did very fortunately. They went out stcces
of the ports of Oxford in the evening upon a Satur-
day, and marched beyond all the quarters as far as
Wickham, and fell in there at the farther end of the
town towards London, from whence no enemy was
expected, and so no guards were kept there.r A regi-
ment of horse, and of foot, were lodged there ; which
were cut off, or taken prisoners; and all the horses

? As scon] And as soon so no guards were kept there.]
9 The prince] And the prince they expected no enemy, and so
’ no enemy was expected, and  kept no guards there.
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marched backward to another quarter, within less
than two miles of the general’s own quarters ; where
his men lodged with the same security they had done
at Wickham, not expecting any enemy that way ;
and so met with the same fate the others had done;
and were all killed, or made prisoners. Thus® hav-
ing performed at least as much as they had proposed
to do, and being laden with prisoners and booty, and
the sun being now rising, the prince thought it time
to retire to Oxford, and gave® orders to march ac-
cordingly with all convenient speed, till they should
come* to a bridge which was yet two miles from
them, where he had appointed a guard to attend, to
favour their retreat.

But the alarm had been brought to the earl of
Essex from all the quarters, who quickly gathered
those troops together, which were nearest; and di-
rected those to follow the prince, and to entertain
him in skirmishes, till himself should come up with
the foot, and some other troops; which he made all
possible haste to do. So that when the prince had
almost passed a fair plain, or field, called Chalgrave
field, from whence he was to enter a lane, which con-
tinued to the bridge; the enemy’s horse were disco-
vered marching after them with speed; and as they
might easily overtake them in the lane, so they must
as easily have put them into great disorder. There-
fore the prince resolved to expect, and stand them
upon the open field, though his horse were all tired,

¢ From thence] And from U gave] so gave
thence x should come] came
t Thus]) And
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and the sun was grown very hot, it being about eight
of the clock in the morning in June.¥ He then* di-
rected, ““ that the guard of the prisoners should make
“ what haste they could to the bridge, but that all
¢ the rest should return;” for some were entered the
lane : and so he placed himself and his troops, as he
thought fit, in that field to receive the enemy ; which
made more haste, and with less order than they
should have done; and being more in number than
the prince, and consisting of many of the principal
officers, who, having been present with the earl of
Essex when the alarm came, stayed not for their own
troops, but joined with those who were ready in the
pursuit, as they thought, of a flying enemy, or such
as would easily be arrested in their hasty retreat;
and, having now overtaken them, meant to take re-
venge themselves for the damage they had received
that night, and morning, before the gemeral could
come up to have a share in the victory, though his
troops were even in view. DBut the prince enter-
tained them so roughly, that though they * charged
very bravely and obstinately, being ® many of their
best officers, of which the chiefest ¢ falling, the rest
shewed less vigour, in 4 a short time they broke, and
fled, and were pursued till they came near the earl
of Essex’s body ; which being at near a mile’s dis-
tance, and making a stand to receive their flying
troops, and to be informed of their disaster, the prince
with his troops hastened his retreat, and passed the
lane, and came safe to the bridge before any of the

¥ June.] May. ¢ the chiefest] many of the
z He then] And so he chiefest
2 they] their fronts din} and in

b being] consisting of
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earl’s forces came up; who found it then to no pur-
pose to go farther, there being a good guard of foot,
which had likewise lined both sides of the hedges a
good way in the lane. Thus® the prince, about
noon, or shortly after, entered Oxford, with near
two hundred prisoners, seven cornets of horse, and
four ensigns of foot, with most of the men he car-
ried from thence; few only having been killedf in
the action, whereof some were of name.

The prince & presented colonel Urry to the king
with a great testimony of the courage he had shewed
in the action, as well as of his counsel and conduct
in the whole; which was indeed very dexterous,
and could have been performed by no man, who
had not been very conversant in the quarters® of
those he destroyed. Upon which, the king ho-
noured him with knighthood, and a commission to
raise a regiment of horse;' and every body magni-
fied and extolled him, as they usually do a man
who hath good luck, and the more, because he was
a Scotchman, and professed a repentance for having
been in rebellion against the king. Hek deserves
this testimony, and vindication to be given him,
against the calumnies which were raised against
him, “as if he had broken his trust, and deserted
¢ the service of the parliament, and betrayed them
“ to the king,” which is not true. He had owned
and published his discontents long before, and de-
manded redress and justice in some particulars from

¢ Thus] And so nature and humour

f few only having been killed] Pand a commission to raise
some few excepted, who had a regiment of horse;] and a
been killed regiment of horse as soon as

g The prince] And the prince it could be raised ;
b in the quarters] with the k He] And he
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the parliament, in which the earl of Essex thought
he had reason ; and wished he might receive satis-
faction. But the man was in his nature proud and
imperious; had! raised many enemies; was a man
of licence,™ and committed many disorders of that
kind. He was however a gogd officer ™ in tke field;
regular and vigilant in marching, and in his quar-
ters; which the parliament thought other men
would attain to, who had fewer vices; and there-
fore granted nothing that he had desired; upon
which he declared, *“ he would serve them no
“ longer;” and delivered up his commission to the
earl of Essex; and being then pressed to promise,
that he would not serve the king, he positively re-
fused to give any such engagement; and after he
had stayed in London about a month, and had re-
ceived encouragement from some friends in Oxford,
he came thither in the manner set down before.
The prince’s success in this last march was very
seasonable, and raised the spirits at Oxford very
much, and for some time allayed the jealousies and
animosities, which too often broke out in several
factions to the disquiet of the king. It was visibly
great in the number of the prisoners ; whereof many
were of condition, and the names of many officers
were known, who were left dead upon the field, as
colonel Gunter, who was looked upon as the best
officer of horse they had, and a man of known ma-
lice to the government of the church; which had
drawn some severe censure upon him before the

! had] and had officer] and had little other vir-
m was a man of licence,] and tue than being a very good of-
was besides of licence, ficer

n» He was however a good
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troubles, and for which he had still meditated re-
venge. One?° of the prisoners taken? in the action
said, * that he was confident Mr. Hambden was
¢ hurt, for he saw him ride off the field before the
“ action was done, which he never used to do, with?
“ his head hanging down, and resting his hands
“upon the neck of his horse;” by which he con-
cluded he was hurt. The news™ the next day
made the victory much more important than it was
thought to have been. There was full information
brought of the great loss the enemy had sustained
in their quarters, by which three or four regiments
were utterly broken and lost: the names of many
officers, of the best account, were known, who were
either killed upon the place, or so hurt as there re-

mained little hope of their recovery. s

° One] And one

P taken] who had been taken

9 with] and with

T The news] But the news

s recovery.] This part of the
History which is taken from MS.
B. is thus continued in that manu-
seript : Of which Mr. Hamb-
den was one; who would not
stay that morning till his own
regiment came up, but put
himself a volunteer in the head
of those troops who were upon
their march, and was the prin-
cipal cause of their precipita-
tion, contrary to his natural
temper, which, though full of
courage, was usually very wary ;
but now, carried on by his fate,
he would by no means expect
the general’s coming up; and
he was of that universal author-
ity, that no officer paused in
obeying him. And so in the
first charge he received a pistol

shot in his shoulder, which
broke the bone, and put him to
great torture : and after he had
endured it about three weeks,
or less time, he died, to the
most universal grief of the par-
liament that they could have
received from any accident:
and it equally increased the
joy for the success at Oxford ;
and very reasonably; for the
loss of a man, which would
have been thought a full re-
compence for a considerable
defeat, could not but be looked
upon as a glorious crown of a
victory.

Mr. Hambden hath been
mentioned before as a very ex-
traordinary person, and being
now brought to his grave, be-
fore he had finished any part of
the great model he had framed,
and there [not] being hereafter
an occasion to enlarge upon him,
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Among the prisoners, there were taken colonel Book
Sheffield, a younger son of the earl of Mulgrave, -
and one colonel Beckly a Scotchman; who, being
both visibly wounded, acted their hurts so well, and
pretended to be so ready to expire, that, upon their
paroles neither to endeavour nor endure a rescue,
they were suffered to rest at a private house in the
way, within a mile of the field, till their wounds

1643.

it is pity to leave him here
without some testimony. He
was, as hath been said, of an
ancient family and a fair estate
in the county of Buckingham,
where he was esteemed very
much, which his carriage and
behaviour towards all men de-
served very well. But there
was scarce a gentleman in Eng-
land, of so good a fortune, (for
he was owner of above 1500
pounds in land yearly,) less
known out of the county in
which he lived than he was,
until he appeared in the exche-
quer chamber to support the
right of the people in the case
of ship-money; and, to avoid
the payment of twenty shil-
lings, which was required of
him, engaged himself in a very
great charge to make the ille-
gality of it appear, against the
king, and the current of the
court at that time, when it
seldom met with a barefaced
opposition in any counsel they
[thought] fit to undertake and
pursue. Yet the king, who had
reason to believe his title to be
good, from the counsel that
advised it, who was his attor-
ney-general Noy, a man of the
most famed knowledge in the
law, gave the direction to have

his right defended, without the
least discountenance or reproach
to the person who contended
with him. This contradiction
of the king’s power made him
presently the most generally
known, and the most univer-
sally esteemed, throughout the
whole nation, that any private
man at that time could be. In
the beginning of the parliament
he was not without ambition to
be of power in the court, and
not finding that satisfaction
quickly, he changed it into an-
other ambition of reigning over
the court, and was deepest in
all the designs to destroy it;
yet dissembled that design so
well, that he had too much
credit with men most moderate
and sober in all their purposes.
Erat illi consilium ad facinus
aptum ; consilio autem neque
lingua neque manus deerat. No
man seemed to have more mo-
desty and more humility, and
more to resign himself to those
he conferred with, but always
led them into his resolutions.
In a word, he had a head to
contrive, and a tongue to per-
suade, and a hand to execute
any mischief ; and his death ap-
peared to be a great deliverance
to the nation.
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e should be dressed, and they recover so much strength
———as to be able to render themselves prisoners at Ox-
1643. ford. But the king’s forces were no sooner gone,
than they found means to send to their comrades,

and were the next day strong enough, to suffer
themselves to be removed to Thame, by a strong

party sent from the earl of Essex; and, between
denying that they had promised, and saying, that

they would perform it, they never submitted them-

selves to be prisoners, as much against the law of

arms, as their taking arms was against their allegi-

ance. But that which would have been looked

upon as a considerable recompense for a defeat,

could not but be thought a great addition to the

Mr. Hamb-yjctory,! which was the death of Mr. Hambden;

den wound-

ed in Chal- Who, being shot into the shoulder with a brace of

§;a‘:§,i§f,h},’e bullets, which brake the bone, within three weeks
oo after died with extraordinary pain; to as great a

consternation of all that party, as if their whole -

array had been defeated, or cut off.

Many men observed (as upon signal turns of
great affairs, as this was, such observations are fre-
quently made) that the field in which the late skir-
mish was, and upon which Mr. Hambden received
his death’s wound, Chalgrave field, was the same
place in which he had first executed the ordinance
of the militia, and engaged that county, in which
his reputation was very great, in this rebellion : and
it was confessed by the prisoners that were taken
that day, and acknowledged by all, that upon the
alarm® that morning, after their quarters were

ta great addition to the vic- victory,
tory,} a glorious crown of a u glarm] alarum

R m—g——
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beaten up, he was exceeding* solicitous to draw
forces together to pursue the enemy; and, being¥
a colonel of foot, put himself among those horse as
a volunteer, who were first ready; and that when
the prince made a stand, all the officers were of
opinion to stay till their body came up, and he
alone (being second to none but the general him-
self in the observance and application of all men)
persuaded, and prevailed with them to advance; so
violently did his fate carry him, to pay the mulct in
the place where he had committed the transgres-
sion, about a year before.

He was a gentleman of a good family in Buck-
inghamshire, and born to a fair fortune, and of a
most civil and affable deportment. In his entrance
into the world, he indulged to himself all the li-
cence in sports and exercises, and company, which
were “ used by men of the most jolly conversation.
Afterwards, he retired to a more reserved and me-
lancholy society, yet preserving his own natural
cheerfulness and vivacity, and above all, a flowing
courtesy to all men; though they who conversed
nearly with him, found him growing into a dislike
of the ecclesiastical government of the church, yet
most believed it rather a dislike of some churchmen,
and of some introducements of theirs, which he ap-
prehended might disquiet the public peace. He was
rather of reputation in his own country, than of
public discourse, or fame in the kingdom, before the
business of ship-money: but then he grew the ar-
gument of all tongues, every man inquiring who
and what he was, that durst, at his own charge,

* exceeding] exceedingly * were] was
¥ being] being himself

BOOK
VII.

1643.



BOOK
VIL

1643.

92 THE HISTORY

support the liberty and property of the kingdom,
and rescue his country, as he thought, from being
made a prey to the court. His carriage, throughout
this agitation, was with that rare temper and mo- -
desty, that they who watched him narrowly to find
some advantage against his person, to make him
less resolute in his cause, were compelled to give
him a just testimony. And the judgment that was
given against him infinitely more advanced him,
than the service for which it was given. When this
parliament begun, (being returned knight of the
shire for the county where he lived,) the eyes of all
men were fixed upon? him, as their patrie pater,
and the pilot that must steer the vessel through the
tempests and rocks which threatened it. And I
am persuaded, his power and interest, at that time,
was greater to do good or hurt, than any man’s in
the kingdom, or than any man of his rank hath had
in any time: for his reputation of honesty was uni-
versal, and his affections seemed so publicly guided,
that no corrupt or private ends could bias them.

He was of that rare affability and temper in de-
bate, and of that seeming humility and submission
of judgment, as if he brought no opinion of his
own? with him, but a desire of information and in-
struction ; yet he had so subtle a way of interrogat-
ing, and, under the notion of doubts, insinuating his
objections, that he infused his own opinions into
those ¢ from whom he pretended to learn and re-
ceive them. And even with them who were able
to preserve themselves from his infusions, and dis-

a upon] on opinions into those] that he
b of his own] Not in MS. left his opinions with those
¢ that he infused his own
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cerned those opinions to be fixed in him, with
which they could not comply, he always left the
character of an ingenious and conscientious person.
He was indeed a very wise man, and of great parts,
and possessed with the most absolute spirit of popu-
larity, and the most ¢ absolute faculties to govern
the people, of any man I ever knew. For the first
year of the parliament, he seemed rather to mode-
rate and soften the violent and distempered hu-
mours, than to inflame them. But wise and dis-
passioned men plainly discerned, that that modera-
tion proceeded from prudence, and observation that
the season was not ripe, rather than that he ap-
proved of the moderation ; and that he begot ¢ many
opinions and motions, the education whereof he
committed to other men; so far disguising his own
designs, that he seemed seldom to wish more than
was concluded; and in many gross conclusions,
which would hereafter contribute to designs not yet
set on foot, when he found them sufficiently backed
by majority of voices, he would withdraw himself
before the question, that he might seem not to con-
sent to so much visible unreasonableness; which
produced as great a doubt in some, as it did appro-
bation in others, of his integrity. What combina-
tion soever had been originally with the Scots for
the invasion of England, and what farther was en-
tered into afterwards in favour of thein, and to ad-
vance any alteration of the governmentf in parlia-
ment, no man doubts was at least with the privity
of this gentleman.

d and the most] that is, the f of the government] Not in
most MS.
¢ begot] begat
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After he was among those members accused by
the king of high treason, he was much altered ; his
nature and carriage seeming much fiercer than it
did before. And without question, when he first
drew his sword, he threw away the scabbard; for
he passionately opposed the overture made by the
king for a treaty from Nottingham, and as emi-
nently, all¢ expedients that might have produced
any accommodations in this that was at Oxford;
and was principally relied on, to prevent any infu-
sions which might be made into the earl of Essex
towards peace, or to render them ineffectual, if they
were made; and was indeed much more relied on
by that party, than the general himself. In the
first entrance into the troubles, he undertook the
command of a regiment of foot, and performed the
duty of a colonel, upon® all occasions, most punctu-
ally. He was very temperate in diet, and a su-
preme governor over all his passions and affections,
and had thereby a great power over other men’s.
He was of an industry and vigilance not to be tired
out, or wearied by the most laborious; and of parts
not to be imposed upon by the most subtle or sharp;
and of a personal courage equal to his best parts;
so that he was an enemy not to be wished wherever
he might have been made a friend ; and as much to
be apprehended where he was so, as any man could
deserve to be. And therefore his death was no less
pleasing to' the one party, than it was condoled in
the other. XIn a word, what was said of Cinna

g all] any ¥ In a word,—nation.] These
" upon] on words are written by lord Cla-
! pleasing to] congratulated rendon in the margin, and di-
on rected to be inserted in the place
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might well be applied to him; “ he had a head to
“ contrive, and a tongue to persuade, and a hand
“ to execute, any mischief.” His death therefore
seemed to be a great deliverance to the nation. ¥
The earl of Essex’s army! was so weakened by
these defeats, and more by the sickness that had
wasted it, that it was not thought safe to remain
longer so mear his unquiet and restless enemies.
The factions and animosities at London required
his presence there; and he thought the army would
be sooner recruited there, than at so great a dis-
tance; so that he marched directly from Thame to oty
London, where he found jealousy and -contention o Y
enough; leaving his army quartered about St. Al-Tim.. .
baw’s. Whilst the affairs of the parliament were in London;

this distraction, the king’s recovered great reputa- :ﬂé}:g{igs
tion; and the season of the year being fit for action, Alban’.
all discontents and factious murmurings were ad-
journed to the next winter.

The end of the treaty, in which we left the chief
commanders of the Cornish forces, with commis- The king’s
sioners of the other western counties, was like that :g:‘\rfe;‘.
in other places; for notwithstanding those extra-
ordinary obligations of oaths, and receiving the sa-

crament, circumstances in no other treaty, the par-

of the following, through which
he has drawn his pen : being an
irrecoverable blow to the par-
liament army, of which the king
had so little dread before that
fortunate encounter, that hear-
ing preparations were made at
London to send sir Williamn
Waller into the west, his ma-
jesty had sent his nephew prince
Maurice and the marquis of
Hertford to join with his victo-

rious forces there; of whom it
is now time to give an account.

! The earl of Essex’s army)
The ensuing lines of the History
are taken from MS. B.; with
which is interwoven a short
statement of the plot mentioned
in page 57, &c. and also a brief
account of the marquis of Hert-
JSord's proceedings in Cornwall :
all which is given in Appendix A.
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BOOK liament no sooner sent their votes and declarations

1643.

to them, (the same which are before mentioned
upon the treaties in Yorkshire and Cheshire,) and
some members of their own to overlook and perplex
them, but all peaceable inclinations were laid aside;
so that (having in the mean time industriously le-
vied money, throughout Somerset and Devon, upon
friends and enemies; and a good body of men) the
night before the expiration of the treaty and cessa-
tion, James Chudleigh, the major general of the re-
bels, brought a strong party of horse and foot with-
in two miles of Launceston, the head quarter of the
Cornish, and the very next morning, the cessation
not being determined till after twelve of the clock
in the night, marched upon the town, where they
were not sufficiently provided for them. Kor though
the commanders of the Cornish had employed their
time, as usefully as they could, during the cessation,
in preparing the gentry of that country, and all the
inhabitants, to submit to a weekly tax for the sup-
port of that power, which defended them ; over and
above which, the gentlemen, and persons of quality,
freely brought in all their plate to be disposed of to
the public; and though they foresaw, after the com-
mittee of parliament came into the country, that
the treaty would conclude without fruit, and there-
fore sir Ralph Hopton and sir Bevil Greenvil re-
paired to Launceston the day before the expiration
of the treaty, to meet any attempt should be made
upon them: yet, being to feed and pay their small
forces out of one county,™ they had been compelled
to quarter their men at a great distance, that no

™ one county,] one small county,
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one part might be more oppressed than was neces- Bel(l)x
sary : so that all that was done the first day was, by a

the advantage of passes, and lining of hedges, to
keep the enemy in action, till the other forces came
up ; which they seasonably did towards the evening;
and then the enemy, who received great " loss in that
day’s action, grew so heartless, that in the night
they retired to Okington, fifteen miles from the
place of their skirmish. After which many small
skirmishes ensued, for many days, with various suc-
cess; sometimes the Cornish advancing in Devon,
and then retiring again; for it appeared now, that
a formed army was marching against them, so far
superior in number, that there was no reasonable
hope of resistance.

Towards the middle of May, the earl of Stamford The eart of
marched into Cornwall, by the north part, with Prccais
body of fourteen hundred horse and dragoons, and ™' S
five thousand four hundred foot by the poll, with a " *my.
train of thirteen brass ordnance, and a mortar-piece,
and a very plentiful magazine of victual and ammu-
nition, and every way in as good an equipage, as
could be provided by men who wanted no money ;
whilst the king’s small forces, being not half the
number, and unsupplied with every useful thing,
were at Launceston ; of whom the enemy had so ab-
solute © a contempt, though they knew they were
marching to them, within six or seven miles, that
they considered only how to take them after they
were dispersed, and to prevent their running into
Pendennis castle, to give them farther trouble. To
which purpose having encamped themselves upon

1643.

" great] good ¢ absolute] full
VOIL. IV. H
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Book the flat top of a very high hill, to which the ascents
___were very steep every way, near Stratton, being the
1643. only part of Cornwall eminently disaffected to the
king’s service, they sent a party of twelve hundred
horse and dragoons, under the command of sir
George Chudleigh, father to their major general, to
Bodmin, to surprise the high sheriff and principal
gentlemen of the country ; and thereby, not only to
prevent the coming up of any more strength to the
king’s party, but, under the awe of such a power of
horse,gto make the whole country rise for them.
This design, which was not in itself unreasonable,
proved fortunate to the king. = For his forces which
marched from Launceston, with a resolution to fight
with the enemy, upon any disadvantage of place or
number, (which, how hazardous soever, carried less
danger with it, than retiring into the county, or any
thing else that was in their power,) easily now re-
solved to assault the camp in the absence of their
horse; and, with this resolution, they marched on
Monday, the fifteenth of May, within a mile of the
enemy ; being so destitute of all provisions, that the
best officers P had but a biscuit a man a day, for two
days, the enemy looking upon them as their own.
On Tuesday the sixteenth of May, about five of
the clock in the morning, they disposed themselves
to their work; having stood in their arms all the
night. The number of foot was about two thousand
four hundred, which 'they divided into four parts,
and agreed on their several provinces. The first
was commanded by the lord Mohun and sir Ralph
Hopton; who undertook to assault the camp on the

P officers] officer
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south side. Next them, on the left hand, sir John BOOK
Berkley and sir Bevil Greenvil were to force their £
way. Sir Nicholas Slanning and colonel Trevannion
were to assault the north side ; and, on the left hand,
colonel Thomas Basset, who was major general of
their foot, and colonel William Godolphin were to
advance with their party; each party having two
pieces of cannon to dispose as they found necessary :
colonel John Digby commanding the horse and dra-
goons, being about five hundred, stood upon a sandy
common which had a way to the camp, to take any
advantage he could of 9 the enemy, if they charged;
otherwise, to be firm as a reserve.

In this manner the fight begunr; the king’s forces
pressing, with their utmost vigour, those four ways
up the hill, and the enemy’s as obstinately defending
their ground. The fight continued with very doubt-
ful success, till towards three of the clock in the af-
ternoon; when word was brought to the chief offi-
cers of the Cornish, that their ammunition was spent
to less than four barrels of powder; which (conceal-
ing the defect from the soldiers) they resolved could
be only supplied with courage: and therefore, by
messengers to. one another, they agreed to advance
with their full bodies, without making any more
shot, till they reached the top of the hill, and se
might be upon even ground with the enemy;
wherein the officer’s courage, and resolution, was so
well seconded by the soldier, that they begun? to
get ground in all places; and the enemy, in wonder
of the men, who outfaced their shot with their
swords, to quit their post. Major general Chud-

1643.
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BOOK leigh, who ordered the battle, failed in no part of a

1643.

soldier; and when he saw his men recoil from less
numbers, and the enemy in all places gaining the
hill upon him, himself advanced, with a good stand
of pikes, upon that party which was led by sir John
Berkley and sir Bevil Greenvil; and charged them
so smartly, that he put them into disorder; sir Bevil

{ Greenvil, in the shock, being borne to the ground,

but quickly relieved by his companion ; they so rein-
forced the charge, that having killed most of the as-
sailants, and dispersed the rest, they took the major
general prisoner, after he had behaved himself with
as much courage,as a man could do. Then the
enemy gave ground apace, insomuch as the four par-
ties, growing nearer and nearer as they ascended the
hill, between three and four of the clock they all
met together upon one ground near the top of the
hill; where they embraced with unspeakable joy,
each congratulating the other’s success, and all ac-
knowledging the wonderful blessing of God; and
being there possessed of some of the enemy’s can-
non, they turned them upon the camp, and advanced
together to perfect the victory. But the enemy no
sooner understood the loss of their major general,
but their hearts failed them ; and being so resolutely
pressed, and their ground lost, upon the security and
advantage whereof they wholly depended, some of
them threw down their arms, and others fled; dis-
persing themselves, and every man shifting for him-

The earl is Self: their general, the earl of Stamford, giving the

beaten near

Stratton,
May 16.

example, who, (having stood at a safe distance all
the time of the battle, environed with all the horse,
which in small parties, though it is true their whole
number was not above six or seven score, might
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have done great mischief to the several parties of Book
foot, who with so much difficulty scaled the steep__Y_I.I'_
hill,) as soon as he saw the day lost, and some sayt 1643.
sooner, made all imaginable haste to Exeter, to pre-
pare them for the condition they were shortly to ex-
pect.

The conquerors, as soon as they had gained the
camp, and dispersed the enemy, and after public
prayers upon the place, and a solemn thanksgiving
to Almighty God for their deliverance and victory,
sent a small party of horse to pursue the enemy for
a mile or two; not thinking fit to pursue farther, or
with their whole body of horse, lest sir George
should return from Bodmin with his strong body of
horse and dragoons, and find them in disorder; but
contenting themselves with the victory they had ob-
tained upon the place, which, in substance as well as
circumstance, was as signal a one as hath happened
to either party since the unhappy distraction ; for on
the king’s party were not lost in all above fourscore
men ; whereof few were officers, and none above the
degree of a captain; and though many more were
hurt, not above ten men died afterwards of their
wounds. On the parliament side, notwithstanding
their advantage of ground, and that the other were
the assailants, above three hundred were slain on the
place, and seventeen hundred taken prisoners, with
their major general, and above thirty other officers.
They took likewise all their baggage and tents, all
their cannon, being, as was said before, thirteen
pieces of brass ordnance, and a brass mortar-piece ;
all their ammunition, being seventy barrels of pow-

t say] said
H3



102 THE HISTORY

BOoOK der, and all other sorts of ammunition proportion-

VII.

1643.

able, and a very great magazine of biscuit, and other
excellent provisions of victuals; which was as sea-
sonable a blessing as the victory, to those who, for
three or four days before, had suffered great want of
food as well as sleep, and were equally tired with
duty and hunger. The army rested that night and
the next day at Stratton; all care being taken by
express messengers, to disperse the news of their
success to all parts of that country, and to guard the
passes upon the river Tamar, whereby to hinder the
return of the enemy’s horse and dragoons. But sir
George Chudleigh had no sooner, with great tri-
umph, dispersed the high sheriff, and gentlemen,
who intended to have called the posse comitatus,
according to their good custom, for the assistance of
the king’s party, and with little resistance entered
Bodmin, when" he received the fatal news of the
loss of their camp and army at Stratton. Upon
which, with as much haste and disorder, as so great
a consternation could produce among a people not
acquainted with the accidents of war, leaving many
of his men and horses a prey to the country people,
himself, with as many as he could get, and keep to-
gether, got into Plymouth; and thence, without in-
terruption or hazard, into Exeter.

The earl of Stamford, to make his own conduct
and misfortune the less censured, industriously
spread abroad in all places, and confidently sent the
same information to the parliament, * that he had
‘ been betrayed by James Chudleigh; and that, in
“ the heat of the battle, when the hope of the day:

v when] but
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“ stood fair, he had voluntarily, with a party, run
“ over to the enemy, and immediately charged the
« parliament forces ; which begot in all men a gene-
“ ral apprehension of treachery, the soldiers fearing
¢ their officers, and the officers their soldiers revolt ;
“ and thereupon the rout ensued.” Whereas the
truth is, as- he was a young man of excellent parts
and courage, he performed the part of a right good
commander, both in his orders and his person; and
was taken prisoner in the body of his enemy, whither
he had charged with undaunted courage, when there
was no other expedient in reason left. But this
scandal so without colour cast on him, and enter-
tained with more credit than his services had me-
rited, (for, from the time of his engagement to the
parliament, he had served not only with full ability,
but with notable success, and was the only man that
had given any interruption to the prosperity of the
Cornish army, and in a night-skirmish, at Bradock
Down near Okington, struck a great terror into
them, and disordered them more than they were at
any other time,) wrought so far upon the young
man, together with the kind usage and reception he
found as a prisoner among the chief officers, who
loved him as a gallant enemy, and one like to do
the king good service if he were recovered to his
loyalty, that after he had been prisoner about ten
days, he freely declared, ¢ that he was convinced in
“ his conscience and judgment of the errors he had
“ committed ;” and, upon promise made to him of
the king’s pardon, frankly offered to join with them
in his majesty’s * service; and so gave some counte-

* his majesty’s] his
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Book mnance to the reproach that was first most injuriously

VIL.

1643.

cast upon Y him.

The truth is, he was of too good an understand-
ing, and too much generosity in his nature, to be af-
fected to the cause which he served, or to comply
with those arts, which he saw practised to carry it
on; and having a command in Ireland when the
war first broke out, he came thence into England,
with a purpose to serve the king; and to that end?,
shortly after his majesty’s coming to Oxford, he came
thither to tender his service : but he found the eyes
of most men fixed upon * him with prejudice and jea-
lousy there, both for his family’s sake, which was no-
toriously disaffected to the king, and for some errors
of his own, in that plot, that was so much spoken of,
to bring up the northern army to awe the parlia-
ment; in which business, being then a very young
man, and of a stirring spirit, and desirous of a name,
he had expressed much zeal to the king’s service,
and been busy in inclining the army to engage in
such petitions and undertakings, as were not gracious
to the parliament. But when that discovery was
made by Mr. Goring, as is before remembered, and a
committee appointed to examine the combination,
this gentleman, wrought upon by hopes, or fears, in
his examination, said much that was disadvantageous
to the court, and therefore, bringing no other testi-
mony with him to Oxford, but of his own conscience,
he received nothing like countenance there; where-
upon he returned to London, sufficiently incensed
that he was neglected ; and was quickly entertained
for their western employment, where his nearest

¥ upon] on * end] purpose * upon] on
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friends were throughly engaged. But after this de-
feat, his former passion being allayed, and his ob-
servation and experience convincing him, that the
designs of the parliament were not such as were pre-
tended, he resigned himself to those who first con-
quered him with force, and then with reason and ci-
vility ; and, no doubt, was much wrought upon by
the discipline and integrity of the forces, by whom
he had been subdued ; and with the piety, temper,
and sobriety of the chief commanders, which indeed
was most exemplary, and worthy the cause for which
they were engaged ; the reputation and conscience®
whereof had alone carried them through the difficul-
ties and straits, with which they were to contend.
This¢ army, willing. to relieve their friends of
Cornwall, from the burden which they sustained so
patiently, hastened their march into Devonshire, not
throughly resolved whether to attack Plymouth, or
Exeter, or both; when advertisement came to themn,
by an express from Oxford, ““that the king had sent
“ prince Maurice, and the marquis of Hertford, with
“ a very good body of horse, to join with them; and
* that they were advanced towards them as far as
“ Somersetshire; and that sir William Waller was
“ designed by the parliament, to visit the west, with
“a new army, which would receive a good recruit
“ from those who escaped from the battle of Strat-
“ton:” so that it was necessary for all the king’s
forces in those parts to be united in a body, as soon
as might be: hereupon it was quickly resolved to
leave such a party at Saltash and Milbrook, as might
defend faithful Cornwall from any incursions of Ply-

b conscience] confession ¢ This] The
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mouth, and with their army to march eastward;
their number increasing daily upon the reputation of
their new wonderful victory ; many volunteers com-
ing to them out of Devonshire, and very many of
their prisoners professing, they had been seduced,
and freely offering to serve the king against those
who had wronged both; who, being entertained un-
der some of their own converted officers, behaved
themselves afterwards with great honesty and cou-
rage. And so making no longer stay by the way,
than was necessary for the refreshing of their troops,
the Cornish army, for that was the style it now car-
ried, marched by Exeter, where the earl of Stamford,
with a sufficient garrison, then was; and staying
only two or three days to fix small garrisons, whereby
that town, full of fear and apprehension, might be
kept from having too great an influence upon so po-
pulous a county, advanced to Tiverton, where a regi-
ment of foot of the parliament, under colonel Ware,
a gentleman of that country, had fixed themselves;
hoping sir William Waller would be as soon with
them for their relief, as the Cornish would be to
force them ; which regiment ¢ being easily dispersed,
they stayed there to expect new orders from the
marquis of Hertford.

When the loss of Reading was well digested, and
the king understood the declining condition of the
earl of Essex’s army, and that he would either not
be able to advance, or not in such a manner, as
would give him much trouble at Oxford; and hear-
ing in what prosperous state his hopeful party in
Cornwall stood, whither the parliament was making

4 regiment] Not in MS.



OF THE REBELLION. 107

all haste to send sir William Waller, to check their
good success ; his majesty resolved to send the mar-
quis of Hertford into those parts, the rather because
there were many of the prime gentlemen of Wilt-
shire, Dorsetshire, and Somersetshire,who confidently
undertook, if the marquis went through those coun-
ties, with such a strength as they supposed the king
would spare to him, they would in a very short time
raise so considerable a power, as to oppose any force
the parliament should be able to send. When the
marquis was ready for his journey, news arrived of
the great victory at Stratton; so that there was no
danger in ¢ the marquis’s being able to join with that
little Cornish army ; and then there would appear f
indeed a visible body worthy the name of an army.
This put some persons upon desiring, that prince
Maurice (who was yet in no other quality of com-
mand, than of a private colonel of horse, but had al-
ways behaved himself with great courage and vigi-
lance) might be likewise disposed into a commaund of
that army. Hereupon the king assigned him, and
his highness willingly accepted to be lieutenant ge-
neral under the marquis; who for many reasons, be-
sides that he was actually possessed of it, was thought#
fit to have the superior power over those western
counties, where his fortune lay, and the estimation
and reverence of the people to him was very great. b
So the prince and the marquis, with prince Maurice’s,
and the earl of Carnarvon’s,and colonel Thomas How-
ard’s regiments of horse (the earl being general of

<in] of £ thought] thought only
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BOOK the cavalry) advanced into the west; and staying
VIL : A
only some few days at Salisbury, and after in Dor-
1643. " setshire, whilst some new regiments of horse and
foot, which were levying by the gentlemen in those
parts, came up to them, made all convenient haste
into Somersetshire, being desirous to join with the
Cornish as soon as might be; presuming they should
be then best able to perfect their new levies, when
they were out of apprehension of being disturbed by
a more powerful force. For sir William Waller was
already marched out of London, and used not to stay
longer by the way than was unavoidably necessary.
In the marquis’s first entrance into the west, he
had an unspeakable loss, and the king’s service a far
greater, by the death of Mr. Rogers, a gentleman of
a rare temper, and excellent understanding; who,
besides that he had a great interest in the marquis,
being his cousin-german, and so, out of that private
relation, as well as zeal to the public, passionately in-
clined to advance the service, had a wonderful great
influence upon the county of Dorset, for which he
served as one of the knights in parliament ; and had
so well designed all things there, that Poole and
Lyme, (two port towns in that county, which gave
the king afterwards much trouble,) if he had lived,
had been undoubtedly reduced. But by his death all
those hopes were cancelled, the surviving gentry of
that shire being, how well affected soever, so un-
active, that the progress, that was that year made
there to the king’s advantage, owed little to their
assistance.
About the middle of June, prince Maurice, and
the marquis, with sixteen or seventeen hundred
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horse, and about one thousand new levied foot, and B \(/)1(1).K
seven or eight field-pieces, came to Chatrd, a fair town

in Somersetshire, nearest the edge of Devonshire; °™-
where, according to order, they were met by the ariaof
Cornish army ; which consisted of above three thou- and prince
sand excellent foot, five hundred horse, and three ﬁiz"&i’,r
hundred dragoons, with four or five field-pieces ; so ©orees jor

the Cornish
that, officers and all, being joined, they might well zg]':;gdat
pass for an army of seven thousand men; with an
excellent train of artillery, and a very fair proportion
of ammunition of all sorts, and so good a reputation,
that they might well promise themselves a quick in-
crease of their numbers. Yet if the extraordinary
temper and virtue of the chief officers of the Cornish
had not been much superior to that of their common
soldiers, who valued themselves high, as the men
whose courage had alone vindicated the king’s cause
in the west, there might have been greater disorder
at their first joining, than could easily have been
composed. For how small soever the marquis’s party
was in numbers, it was supplied with all the general
officers of ‘a royal army, a general, lieutenant general,
general of the horse, general of the ordnance, a ma-
jor general of horse, and another of foot, without
keeping suitable commands for those who had done
all that was past, and were to be principally relied
on for what was to come. So that the chief officers
of the Cornish army, by joining with a much less
party than themselves, were at best in the condition
of private colonels. Yet the same public thoughts
still so absolutely prevailed with them, that they qui-
eted all murmurings and emulations among inferior
officers, and common soldiers ; and were, with equal
candour and estimation, valued by the prince and

1643.
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marquis, who bethought themselves of all expedients,
which might prevent any future ! misunderstanding.

Taunton was the first place they resolved to visit,
being one of k the fairest, largest, and richest towns!
in Somersetshire; but withal as eminently affected
to the parliament, where they had now a garrison;
but they had not yet the same courage they reco-
vered afterwards: for the army was no sooner drawn
near the town, the head quarters being at Orchard,
a house of the Portmans, two miles from the town,
but the town sent two of their substantial inhabitants
to treat; which, though nothing was concluded,
struck that terror into the garrison, (the prisoners in
the castle, whereof many were men of good fortunes,
imprisoned there as malignants, at the same time
raising some commotion there,) that the garrison
fled out of the town to Bridgewater, being a less
town, but of a much stronger situation; and, with
the same panic fear, the next day, from thence; so
that the marquis was possessed, in three days, of
Taunton, Bridgewater, and Dunstar castle, so much
stronger than both the other, that it could not have
been forced; yet by the dexterity of Francis Wind-
ham, who wrought upon the fears of the owner and
master of it, Mr. Lutterel, was, with as little blood-
shed as the other, delivered up to the king; into
which the marquis put him ™, that took it, as go-
vernor ; as he well deserved.

The government of Taunton he committed to sir
John Stawell, a gentleman of a very great estate in
those parts; who®, from the beginning, had heartily

i future] Not in MS. ™ put him] put in him
k one of] Not in MS. " who] and who
! towns] town
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and personally engaged himself and his children for
the king; and was in the first form of those who had
made themselves obnoxious to the parliament. The
other government, of Bridgewater, was conferred
upon Edmund Windham, high sheriff of the county,
being a gentleman of a fortune near the place, and
of a° good personal courage, and unquestionable af-
fection to the cause. The army stayed about Taun-
ton seven or eight days, for the settling those garri-
sons, and to receive advertisements of the motion or
station of the enemy ; in which time they lost much
of the credit and reputation they had with the coun-
try. For whereas the chief commanders of the Cor-
nish army had restrained their soldiers from all man-
ner of licence, obliging them to solemn and frequent
actions of devotion, insomuch as the fame of their re-
ligion and discipline was no less than of their cou-
rage, and thercupon sir Ralph Hopton (who was ge-
nerally considered as the general of that army,
though it was governed by such a commission as is
before remembered) was greedily expected in his own
country, where his reputation was second to no man’s;
the horse, that came now with the marquis, having
lived under a looser discipline, and coming now into
plentiful quarters, unvisited by an army, eminent for
their disaffection, P were disorderly enough to give
the enemy credit in laying more to their charge than
they deserved ; and by their licence hindered those
orderly levies, which should have brought in a sup-
ply of money, for the regular payment of the army.
This 9 extravagancy produced another mischief, some

° a] Not in MS. to this by the eminency of their
P eminent for their disaffec- disaffection,
tion,] and yielding some excuse 9 This] And this
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BOOK jealousy, or shadow of it, between the lord marquis
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and prince Maurice; the first, as being better versed
in the policy of peace, than in the mysteries of war,
desiring to regulate the soldier, and to restrain him
from using any licence upon the country; and the
prince being thought so wholly to incline to the sol-
dier, that he neglected any consideration of the coun-
try, and not without some design of drawing the sole
dependence of the soldier upon himself. But here
were the seeds rather sown of dislike, than any visi-
ble disinclination produced ; for after they had settled
the garrisons before mentioned, they advanced, with
unity and alacrity, eastward, to find out the enemy,
which was gathered together in a considerable body,
within less than twenty miles of them.

Whilst so much time was spent at Oxford, to pre-
pare the supplies for the west, and in settling the
manner of sending them; which might have been
done much sooner, and with less noise; the parlia-
ment foresaw, that if all the west were recovered
from them, their quarters would by degrees be so
straitened, that their other friends would quickly
grow weary of them. They had still all the western
ports at their devotion, those in Cornwall only ex-
cepted ; and their fleets had always great benefit by
it. And though most of the gentry were engaged
against them, as they were in truth in many parts"*
throughout the kingdom, yet the common people,
especially in the clothing parts of Somersetshire,
were generally too much inclined to them. So that
they could not want men, if they sent a body of
horse, and some arms, to countenance them; with

in many parts] Nof in MS.




OF THE REBELLION. 113

the last of which they had sufficiently stored the sea- BOOK
towns which were in their hands.® And therefore ————
they resolved, that, though they could not easily re- 1hdd
cruit their army, they would send some troops of

horse, and dragoons, into the west, to keep up the

spirits of their friends there. And for the conduct The parlia-

ment sent

of this service, they made choice of sir William Wal- e e

ler, a member of the house of commons, and a gen- the west

tleman of a family in Kent. ;",‘,2}“"
Sir William Waller had been well bred; and,*

having spent some years abroad, and some fime in

the armies there, returned with a good reputation

home; and shortly after, having married .a young

lady, who was to inherit a good fortune in the west,

he had a quarrel with a gentleman of the same fa-

mily, who had the honour to be a menial servant to

the king in a place near his person; which, in that

time, was attended with privilege and respect from

all men. These two gentlemen discoursing with

some warmth together, sir William Waller received

such provocation from the other, that he struck him

a blow over the face, so near the gate of W estmin-

ster-hall, that there were witnesses, who swore, "

“ that it was in the hall itself,” the courts heing then

sitting ; which, according to the rigour of law, makes

it very penal ; and the credit the other had in the

court made the prosecution to be very severe; inso-

much as he was at last compelled to redeem himself

at a dear ransom ; the benefit whereof was conferred

on his adversary, which made the sense of it the

* had sufficiently stored the ciently.
sea-towns which were in their *and,] Not in MS.
hands.]had stored the sea-towns v there were witnesses, who
which were in their hands suffi-  swore,Jhegot witnesses toswear,
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more grievous: and this produced in him so eager a
spirit against the court, that he was very open to any
temptation, that might engage him against it; and
so concurring in the house of commons with all those
counsels which were most violent, he was employed
in their first military action, for the reducing of Ports-
mouth ; which he effected with great case, as is re-
membered before: and when the earl of Essex had
put the army into winter quarters, he had with some
troops made a cavalcade or two into the west, so
fortuns:tely, that he had not only beat up some loose
quarters, but had surprised a fixed and fortified quar-
ter, made by the lord Herbert of Ragland near Glou-
cester; in which he took above twelve hundred pri-
soners, with all the officers; being a number very
little inferior to his own party; which is likewise
particularly remembered before. So that he got
great reputation with the parliament and the city;
and was there * called William the Conqueror. And
it is very true, that they who looked upon the earl
of Essex as a man that would not keep them com-
pany to the end of their journey, had their eyes upon
sir William Waller, as a man more for their turn;
and were desirous to extol him the more, that he
might eclipse the other. And therefore they pre-
pared all things for his march with so great expedi-
tion and secrecy, that the marquis of Hertford was
no sooner joined to the Cornish troops, (in which
time Bridgewater, and Dunstar, and some other
places, were reduced from the parliament,) before he
was informed that sir William Waller was within
two days’ march of him, and was more like to draw

_* there] Not in MS.
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supplies to him from Bristol, and the parts adjacent,
which were under Y the parliament, than the marquis
could from the open country; and therefore it was
held most counsellable to advance, and engage him,
whilst he was not yet too strong; and by this means
they should continue still their march towards Ox-
ford ; which they were now inclined to do.
Though sir William Waller himself continued still
at Bath, yet the remainder of those horse and dra-
goons that escaped out of Cornwall, after the battle
of Stratton, and such other as were sent out of Ex-
eter for their ease, when they apprehended a siege,
and those soldiers who fled out of Taunton and
Bridgewater, and other regiments of the country,
were by Alexander Popham, Strode, and the other
deputy lieutenants of the militia for Somerset, ral-
lied; and with the trained bands, and volunteer re-
giments of the country, drawn together, with that
confidence, that when the marquis had taken up his
head quarters at Somerton, the enemy, before break
of day, fell upon a regiment of dragoons, quartered
a mile eastward from the town ; and gave so brisk an
_alarm to the king’s army, that it was immediately
drawn out, and advanced upon the enemy, (being the
first they had seen make any stand before them,
since the battle of Stratton,) who making stands upon
the places of advantage, and maintaining little skir-
mishes in the rear, retired in no ill order to Wells;
and the king’s forces still pursuing, they chose to

¥ were under] were all under from MS. C. An abridged de-

? which they were now in- secription of each,whichin MS.B.
clined to do.] The ensuing rela- jollows this character &c. of sir
tion of the battles of Lansdown W. Waller, will be found in Ap-
and Roundway-down are taken pendix B,
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BOOK quit that city likewise; and drew their whole body,
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appearing in number as considerable as their pur-
suers, to the top of a hill, called Mendip Hill, over-
looking the city of Wells, which they had left. The
day being far spent, and the march having been long,
the marquis, with all the foot, and train, stayed at
Wells; but prince Maurice, and the earl of Carnar-
von, with sir Ralph Hopton, and sir John Berkley, .
and two regiments of horse, resolved to look upon
the enemy on the top of the hill; who suffered them,
without interruption, to gain the top of the hill level
with them, and then, in a very orderly manner, fac-
ing with a large front of their horse, to give their
foot and baggage leisure and security, retired toge-
ther as the prince advanced. This, and the natural’
contempt the king’s.horse yet had of the enemy,
which in all skirmishes and charges had been hitherto
beaten by them, made the prince judge this to be
but a more graceful running away; and therefore
followed them farther, over those large hills, ? till the
enemy, who were anon to pass through alane, and a
village called Chewton, were compelled, before their
entrance into the lane, to leave their reserve; which :
faced about much thinner than it was over the hill:
which opportunity and advantage was no sooner dis-
cerned, as it had been foreseen, but the earl of Car-
narvon (who always charged home) with an® incom-
parable gallantry charged the enemy, and pressed
them so hard, that he entered the lane with them,
and routed the whole body of their horse, and fol-
lowed the execution of them above two miles.

But this was like to have been a dear success; for

3 farther, over those large ther than before,
hills,] over those large hills far- b an] Not in MS.
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sivr William Waller, who lay with his new army at

BOOK
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Bath, and had drawn to him a good supply out of —

the garrison at Bristol, had directed this body which
was in Somerset, to retire before the king’s forces till
they should join with him, who had sent a fresh,
strong party of horse and dragoons, to assist their
retreat ; which, by the advantage of a hedge, ¢ had
marched without being discovered : so that the earl of
Carnarvon, being a stranger in the country and the
ways, pursued the enemy ¢ into sir William Waller’s
quarters, and till himself was pressed by a fresh body
of horse and dragoons; when he was necessitated to
retire in as good order as he could; and sent the
prince, who followed him, word of the danger which
attended them. His highness hereupon, with what
haste he could, drew back through the village ; choos-
ing rather, with very good reason, to attend the
enemy in the plain heath, than to be engaged in a
narrow passage: thither the earl of Carnarvon with
his regiment came to him, broken and chased by the
enemy ; who immediately drew up a large front of
horse and dragoons, much stronger than the prince’s
party, who had only his own, and the earl of Car-
narvon’s regiments, with some gentlemen volunteers.
The strait, and necessity he was in, was very great;
for as he might seem much too weak to charge them,
so the danger might probably be much greater to re-
tire over these fair hills, being pursued with a fresh
party much superior in number. Therefore he took
a gallant resolution, to give the enemy a brisk charge
with his own regiment upon their advance, whilst
the earl rallied his, and prepared to second him, as

¢ hedge,] fog, 4 the enemy] the flying enemy
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BooK there should be occasion. This was as soon and for-

ViL

tunately executed as resolved ; the prince in the head

1643.  of the ¢ regiment charging so vigorously, that he ut-

terly broke and routed that part of the front that
received the impression. But almost half the ene-
my’s horse, that, being extended larger thau his front,
were not charged, wheeled about, and charged the
prince in the rear; and at the same time the earl of
Carnarvon, with his rallied regiment, charged their
rear; and all this so throughly performed, that they
were mingled f one among the other, and the good
sword was 8 to decide the controversy, their pistels
being spent in the close. The prince himself received
two shrewd hurts in his head, and was beaten off his -
horse; but he was presently relieved, and carried off’;
and the enemy totally routed, and pursued again by
the earl of Carnarvon; who had a fair execution
upon them, as long as the light countenanced his
chase, and then he returned to the head quarters at
Wells; there having been in these skirmishes three-
score or fourscore men lost ou the prince’s party, and
three times that number by the enemy ; the action
being too quick to take many prisoners. :
At Wells the army rested many days, as well to
recover the prince’s wounds, being only cuts with
swords, as to consult what was next to be done; for
they were now within distance of an enemy that they
knew would fight with them. For sir William Wal-
ler was at Bath with his whole army, much increased
by those who were chased out of the west; and re-
solved not to advance, having all advantages of pro-

< the] his & was] Not in MS.
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visions, and passes, till a new supply, he every day B 00K
expected from London, were arrived with him. On

the other side, the marquis was not only to provide
to meet with so vigilant an enemy, but to secure
himself at his rear, that the disaffection of the people
behind him, who were only subdued, not converted,
upon the advance of sir William Waller, might not
take fresh courage. Though Cornwall was reason-
ably secured, to keep off any impression upon itself
from Plyrhouth, yet Devonshire was left in a very
unsafe posture: there being only a small party at
Columb-John, a house of sir John Ackland’s, three
miles off Exeter, to control the power of that city,
where the earl of Stamford was; and to dispute not
only with any commotion that might happen in the
country, but with any power that might arrive by
sea. Upon these considerations, and the intelligence,
that the parliament had sent directions to the earl
of Warwick their admiral, ¢ to attend the Devon-
¢ shire coast with his fleet, and take any advantage
“ he could,” the marquis, by the advice of the coun-
cil of war, sent sir John Berkley back into Devon-
shire, with colonel Howard’s regiment of horse, to
command the forces which were then there, and to
raise what numbers more he could possibly, for the
blocking up that city, and reducing the county ;
and upon his arrival there, to send up to the army
sir James Hamilton’s regiment of horse and dra-
goons ; which had been left in Devonshire ; and, by
the licence they took, weakened the king’s party ;
so that, by sending this relief thither, he did not
lessen at all his own numbers, yet gave great
strength to the reducing those parts, as appeared af-
terwards by the success.

14

1643.




BOOK
VIL

1643.

120 THE HISTORY

After this disposition, and eight or ten days’ rest
at Wells, the army generally expressing a cheerful !
impatience to meet with the enemy, of which, at
that time, they had a greater contempt, than in
reason they should have; the prince and marquis
advanced to Frome, and thence to Bradford, within
four miles of Bath. And now no day passed with-
out action, and very sharp skirmishes; sir William
Waller having received from London a fresh regi-
ment of five hundred horse, under the command of
sir Arthur Haslerig: which were so completely i
armed, that they were called by the other side the
regiment of lobsters, because of their bright iron
shells, with which they were covered, being perfect
cuirassiers; and were the first seen so armed on
either side, and the first that made any impression
upon the king’s horse; who, being unarmed, were
not able to bear a shock with them; besides that
they were secure from hurts of the sword, which
were almost the only weapons the other were fur-
nished with.

The contention was hitherto with parties; .in
which the successes were various, and almost with
equal losses: for as sir William Waller, upon the
first advance from Wells, beat up a regiment of
horse and dragoons of sir James Hamilton’s, and
dispersed them; so, within two days, the king’s

forces beat a party of his from a pass near Bath,

where the enemy lost two field-pieces, and near an
hundred men. But sir William Waller had the ad-
vantage in his ground, having a good city, well fur-
nished with provisions, to quarter his army together

% cheerful] handsome i completely] prodigiously
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in; and so in his choice not to fight, but upon ex- B%C;K
traordinary advantage. Whereas the king’s forces ¥
must either disperse themselves, and so give the
enemy advantage upon their quarters, or, keeping
near together, lodge in the field, and endure great
distress of provision; the country being so disaf-
fected, that only force could bring in any supply or
relief. Hereupon, after several attempts to engage
the enemy to a battle upon equal terms, which, hav-
ing the advantage, he wisely avoided; the marquis
and prince Maurice advanced with their whole body
to Marsfield, five miles beyond Bath towards Ox-
ford ; presuming, that, by this means, they should
draw the enemy from their place of advantage, his ¥
chief business being to hinder them from joining
with the king. And if they had been able to pre-
serve that temper, and had neglected the enemy, till
he! had quitted his™ advantages, it is probable they
might have fought upon as good terms as they de-
sired. But the unreasonable contempt they had of
the enemy, and confidence they should prevail in
any ground, together ® with the straits they endured
for want of provisions, and their want of ammuni-
tion, which was spent as much in the daily hedge-
skirmishes, and upon their guards, being so near as
could have been in battle, would not admit that pa-
tience ; for sir William Waller, who was not to suf-
fer that body to join with the king, no sooner drew
out his whole army to Lansdown, which looked to-
wards Marsfield, but they suffered themselves to be
engaged upon great disadvantage.

It was upon the fifth of July when sir William

¥ his] their m his] their
"he] they " together] Not in MS.
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BOOK Waller, as soon as it was light, possessed himself of

that hill; and after he had, upon the brow of the

1643. hili over the high way, raised breast-works with
The battle

of Lans- fagots and earth, and planted cannon there, he sent

wowm WY o strong party of horse towards Marsfield, which

quickly alarmed the other army, and was shortly

driven back to their body. As great a mind as the

king’s forces had to cope with the enemy, when they

had drawn into battalia, and found the enemy fixed

on the top of the hill, they resolved not to attack

them upon so great disadvantage; and so retired

again towards their old quarters: which sir William

Waller perceiving, sent his whole body of horse and

dragoons down the hill, to charge the rear and flank

of the king’s forces; which they did throughly, the

regiment of cuirassiers so amazing the horse they

charged, that they totally routed them; and, stand-

ing firm and unshaken themselves, gave so great ter-

ror to the king’s horse, who had never before turned

from an enemy, that no example of their officers,

who did their parts with invincible courage, could

make them charge with the same confidence, and in

the same manner they had usually done. However,

in the end, after sir Nicholas Slanning, with three

hundred musketeers, had fallen upon and beaten

their reserve of dragooners, prince Maurice and the

earl of Carnarvon, rallying their horse, and winging

them with the Cornish musketeers, charged the

enemy’s horse again, and totally routed them ; and

in the same manner received two bodies more, and

routed and chased them to the hill; where they

stood in a place almost inaccessible. On the brow

of the hill there were breast-works, on which were

pretty bodies of small shot, and some cannon; on

Rt
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either flank grew a pretty thick wood towards the i
declining of the hill, in which strong parties of mus- 3

keteers were placed; at the rear was a very fair
plain, where the reserves of horse and foot stood
ranged ; yet the Cornish foot were so far from being
appalled at this disadvantage, that they desired to
fall on, and cried out, “ that they might have leave
 to fetch off those cannon.” In the end, order was
given to attempt the hill with horse and foot. Two
strong parties of musketeers were sent into the
woods, which flanked the enemy ; and the horse and
other ° musketeers up the road way, which were
charged by the enemy’s horse, and routed; then sir
Bevil Greenvil advanced with a party of horse, on
his right hand, that ground being best for them;
and his musketeers on the left; himself leading up
his pikes in the middle; and in the face of their
cannon, and small-shot from the breast-works, gained
the brow of the hill, having sustained two full charges
of the enemy’s horse; but in the third charge his
horse failing, and giving ground, he received, after
other wounds, a blow on the head with a pole-axe,
with which he fell, and many of his officers about
him; yet the musketeers fired so fast upon the ene-
my’s? horse, that they quitted their ground, and the
two wings, who were sent to clear the woods, having
done their work, and gained those parts of the hill,
at the same time beat 9 off their enemy’s " foot, and
became possessed of the breast-works; and so made
way for their whole hody of horse, foot, and cannon,
to ascend the hill; which they quickly did, and
planted themselves on the ground they had won;

1643.
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the enemy retiring about demi-culverin shot behind
a stone wall upon the same level, and standing in
reasonable good order.

Either party was sufficiently tired, and battered,
to be contented to stand still. The king’s horse
were so shaken, that of two thousand which were
upon the field in the morning, there were not above
six hundred on the top of the hill. The enemy was
exceedingly scattered too, and had no mind to ven-
ture on plain ground with those who had beaten
them from the hill; so that, exchanging only some
shot from their ordnance, they looked one upon an-
other till the night interposed. About twelve of the
clock, it being very dark, the enemy made a show
of moving towards the ground they had lost; but
giving a smart volley of small-shot, and finding
themselves answered with the like, they made no
more noise: which the prince observing, he sent a
common soldier to hearken as near the place, where
they were, as he could; who brought word, « that
‘ the enemy had left lighted matches in the wall be-
* hind which they had lain, and were drawn off the
“ field ;” which was true; so that, as soon as it was
day, the king’s army found themselves possessed ¢n-
tirely of the field, and the dead, and all other en-
signs of victory : sir William Waller being marched
to Bath, in so much disorder and apprehension, that
he left great store of arms, and ten barrels of pow-
der, behind him; which was a very seasonable sup-
ply to the other side, who had spent in that day’s
service no less than fourscore barrels, and had not a
safe proportion left.

In this battle, on the king’s part, there were more
officers and gentlemen of quality slain, than common
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men ; and more hurt than slain. That which would BOOK
have clouded any victory, and made the loss of k.
others less spoken of, was the death of sir Bevil Sir‘g:f’l-
Greenvil. He s was indeed an excellent person, Greenyil
whose activity, interest, and reputation, was the koo
foundation of what had been done in Cornwall; and

his temper and affections so public, that no accident
which happened could make any impressions in him;

and his example kept others from taking any thing

ill, or at least seeming to do so. In a word, a
brighter courage, and a gentler disposition, were

never married together to make the most cheerful

and innocent conversation.

Very many officers and persons of quality were
hurt ; as the lord Arundel of Wardour, shot in the
thigh with a brace of pistol bullets; sir Ralph Hop-
ton, shot through the arm with a musket ; sir George
Vaughan, and many others, hurt in the head of their
troops with swords and pole-axes; of which none of
name died. But the morning added much to the
melancholy of their victory, when the field was en-
tirely their own. For sir Ralph Hopton riding up
and down the field to visit the hurt men, and to put
the soldiers in order, and readiness for motion, sit-
ting on his horse, with other officers and soldiers
about him, near a waggon of ammunition, in which
were eight barrels of powder ; whether by treachery,
or mere accident, is uncertain, the powder was blown
up; and many, who stood nearest, killed ; and many
more maimed ; among whom * sir Ralph Hopton and
sergeant major Sheldon were miserably hurt; of
which, major Sheldon, who was thought to be in less

* Hel who ' whom] which



126 THE HISTORY

B‘([)(I)K danger than the other, died the next day, to the

1643.

general grief of the whole" army, where he was
wonderfully beloved, as a man of an undaunted cou-
rage, and as great gentleness of nature. Sir Ralph
Hopton, having hardly so much life, as not to be
numbered with the dead, was put into a litter, and
then the army marched to their old quarters at*
Marsfield ; exceedingly cast down with their morn-
ing’s misfortune, (sir Ralph Hopton being indeed
the soldiers’ darling,) where they reposed themselves
the next day, principally in care of sir Ralph Hop-
ton, who, though there were hope of his recovery,
was not fit to travel. In this time many of the
horse, which had been routed in the morning, be-
fore the hill was won, found the way to Oxford;
and, according to the custom of those who run
away, reported all to be lost, with many particular
accidents, which they fancied very like to happen
when they left the field; but the next day brought
a punctual advertisement from the marquis, but,
withal, a desire of a regiment or two of fresh horse,
and a supply of ammunition; whereupon the earl
of Crawford with his regiment of horse, consisting
of near five hundred, was directed to advance that
way, with such a proportion of ammunition as was
desired.

After a day’s rest at Marsfield, it being under-
stood that sir William Waller was still at Bath, (his
army having been rather surprised and discomforted
with the incredible boldness of the Cornish foot,
than much weakened by the number slain, which
was no greater? than on the king’s part,) and that

" whole] Not in MS. ¥ no greater] not greater’
* at] to
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he had sent for fresh supply from Bristol; it was BoOK
concluded, rather to march to Oxford, and so to biv
join with the king’s army, than to stay and attend [645.
the enemy, who was so near his supplies: and so
they marched towards Chippenham. But when sir
William Waller bad intelligence of the blowing up

of the powder, of which he well knew there was
scarcely enough before, and of the hurt it had done,

he infused new spirit into his men; and verily be-
lieved that they had no ammunition, and that the

loss of sir Ralph Hopton (whom the people took to

be the soul of that army, the other names being not

so much spoken of, or so well known, and at this
time believed to be dead) would be found in the
spirits of the soldiers; and having gotten some fresh

men from Bristol, and more from the inclinations

of the three counties of Wilts, Gloucester, and So-
merset, which joined about Bath, in the most abso-

lute disaffected parts of all three, he followed the
marquis towards Chippenham ; to which he was as

near from Bath, as the other from Marsfield.

The next day, early in the morning, upon notice
that the enemy was in distance, the prince and the
marquis drew back the army through Chippenham,
and presented themselves in battalia to the enemy ;
being very well contented to fight in such a place,
where the success was to depend more on their foot,
who were unquestionably excellent, than on their
horse, which were at best weary, though their of-
ficers were, to envy, forward and resolute. But sir
William Waller, who was a right good chooser of
advantages, liked not that ground ; relying as much
upon his horse, who had gotten credit and courage,
and as little upon his foot, who were only well




BOOK
ViI.

1643.

128 THE HISTORY

armed, and well hodied, very vulgarly spirited, and
officered : so that having stood all night in battalia,
and the enemy not coming on, the prince and mar-
quis, the next day, advanced towards the Devizes;
sir Nicholas Slanning, with great spirit and pru-
dence, securing the rear with strong parties of mus-
keteers ; with which he gave the enemy, who pressed
upon them very smartly, so much interruption, that
sir William Waller, despairing of overtaking, sent a
trumpet to the marquis, with a letter, offering a
pitched field at a place of his own choosing, out of
the way. The which being easily understood to be
only a stratagem to beget a delay in the march, the
marquis carried the trumpet three or four miles
with him, and then sent him back with such an an-
swer as was fit. There were, all this day, perpetual
and sharp skirmishes in the rear; the enemy press-
ing very hard, and being always with loss repulsed,
till the army safely reached the Devizes.

Then the case was altered for their retreat to
Oxford, the enemy being upon them with improve-
ment of courage, and improvement of numbers; sir
William Waller having dispersed his warrants over
the country, signifying “ that he had beaten the
“ marquis,” and requiring the people “ to rise in all
“ places for the apprehension of his scattered and
“ dispersed troops;” which confidence, men con-
ceived, could not proceed from less than a manifest
victory ; and so they flocked to him as the master
of the field. The foot were no more now to make
the retreat, the situation of the place they were now
in, being such as they could move no way towards
Oxford, but over a campaign of many miles, where
the stronger in horse must needs prevail.
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Hereupon, it was unanimously advised, and con-
sented to, that the lord marquis and prince Maurice
should that night break through, with all the horse,
to Oxford; and that sir Ralph Hopton (who, by
this, was supposed past danger of death, and could
hear and speak well enough, though he could not
see or stir) with the earl of Marlborough, who was
general of the artillery, the lord Mohun, and other
good officers of foot, should stay there with their
foot and cannon, where it was hoped they might
defend themselves, for a few days, till the general
might return with relief from Oxford; which was
not ahove thirty miles off. This resolution was pur-
sued ; and, the same night, all the horse got safe
away into the king’s quarters, and the prince and
marquis, in the morning, came to Oxford ; by which
time sir William Waller had drawn all his forces
about the Devizes. The town was open, without
the least fortification or defence, but small ditches
and hedges; upon which the foot were placed, and
some pieces of cannon conveniently planted. The
avenues, which were many, were quickly barrica-
doed to hinder the entrance of the horse, which
was ? principally apprehended. Sir William Waller
had soon notice of the remove of the horse; and
therefore, intending that pursuit no farther, he
brought his whole force close to the town, and be-
leaguered it round; and having raised a battery
upon a hill near the town, he poured in his shot
upon it without intermission, and attempted to en-
ter in several other places with horse, foot, and can-
non ; but was in all places more resolutely resisted,

” was] were
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ROge and repulsed. At the same time, having intelli-

1643.

gence (as his intelligence was always most exact in
whatsoever concerned him) of the earl of Crawford’s
marching with a supply of powder, according to or-
der, after the first battle?® of Lansdown, he sent a
strong party of horse and dragoons to intercept
him ; who, before he knew of the alterations which
had happened, and of the remove of the horse to-
wards Oxford, was so far engaged, that he hardly
escaped with the loss of his ammunition, and a
troop or two of his horse.

Upon this improvement of his success, sir Wil-
liam Waller reckoned his victory out of question;
and thereupon sent a trumpet into the town to
summon the besieged, to let them know, * that he
“ had cut off their relief, and that their state was
“ now desperate; and therefore advised them to
“ submit themselves to the parliament, with whom
“ he would mediate on their behalf.” They in the
town were not sorry for the overture; not that they
apprehended it would produce any conditions they
should accept, but that they might gain some time
of rest by it: for the straits they were in were too
great for any minds not prepared to preserve their
honour at any rates. When the enemy came first
before the town, and the guards were supplied with
ammunition for their duty, there was but one hun-
dred and fifty weight of match left in the store;
whereupon diligent officers were directed to search
every house in the town, and to take all the bed-
cords they could find, and to cause them to be
speedily beaten, and boiled. By this sudden expe-

» first battle] first notice of the battle
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dient, there was, by the next morning, provided fif-
teen hundred weight of such serviceable match, as
very well endured that sharp service. The? com-
pass of the ground they were to keep was so large,
and the enemy pressed so hard upon all places, that
their whole hody were upon perpetual duty to-
gether, neither officer or soldier having any time for
rest; and the activity of the chief officers was most
necessary to keep up the courage of the common
men, who well enough”understood the danger they
were in, and therefore they were very glad of this
message ; and returned, “that they would send an
“ officer to treat, if a cessation were agreed to dur-
“ ing the time of the treaty;” which was consented
to, if it were suddenly expedited.

On the party of the besieged were proposed such
terms, as might take up most time in the debate,
and might imply courage and resolution to hold
out. Sir William Waller, on the other hand, offered
only quarter, and civil usage to the officers, and
leave to the common soldiers to return to their
houses without their arms, except they would vo-
luntarily choose to serve the parliament. These be-
ing terms many of the officers would not have sub-
mitted to in the last® extreme, the treaty ended;
after those in the town had gained what they only
looked for, seven or eight hours’ sleep, and so long
time sparing of ammunition. The truth is, sir Wil-
liam Waller was so confident that they were at his
mercy, that he had written to the parliament, ¢ that
¢ their work was done, and that, by the next post,
“ he would send the number and quality of his pri-
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B00K “ soners;” neither did he imagine it possible that
__any relief could have been sent from Oxford; the
1643 earl of Essex, to whom he had signified his success,
and the posture he was in, lying with his whole
army at Thame, within ten miles of it. But the
importance was too well understood by the king to
omit any thing, that might, with the utmost hazard,
be attempted for the redeeming those men, who had
wrought such wonders for him. And therefore, as
soon as the marquis and prince arrived at Oxford,
with the sad and unexpected news, and relation of
the distress of their friends, though the queen was
then on her march towards Oxford, and the king
had appointed to meet her two days’ journey for
her security, his majesty resolved to take only his
own guards of horse, and prince Rupert’s regiment,
for that expedition; and sent the lord Wilmot with
all the rest of the horse, to march that very day, in
which the advertisement came to him, towards the
Devizes ; so that the marquis and the prince com-
ing to Oxford on the Monday morning, the lord
Wilmot, that night, moved towards the work; and
prince Maurice returning with him as a volunteer,
but the lord Wilmot commanding in chief, appeared,
on the Wednesday about noon, upon the plain with-

in two miles of the town.

The lord Wilmot had with him fifteen hundred
horse, and no more, and two small field-pieces,
which he shot off, to give the town notice of his
coming ; having it in his hopes, that, it being a fair
campaign about the town, when the enemy should
rise from before it, he ¢ should be able in spite of

d he] that he
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‘them to join with the foot, and so to have a fair Book
field for it; which would be still disadvantageous b
enough, the enemy being superior by much in horse, 1643.
very few of those who had broken away from the
Devizes (except the prince himself, the earl of Car-
narvon, and some other officers) being come up with
them, because they were tired, and dispersed.® The
enemy, careful to prevent the joining of this party
of horse with the foot, and fully advertised of their
coming, drew off, on all parts, from the town; and
put themselves in battalia upon the top of a fair
hill, called Roundway-down; over which the king’s
forces were necessarily to march, being full two
miles off the town: they within conceived it hardly
possible, that the relief, they expected from Oxford,
could so soon arrive; all the messengers, who were
sent to give notice of it, having miscarried by the
closeness of the siege; and therefore suspected the f
warning pieces from the plain, and the drawing off
the town by the enemy, to be a stratagem to cozen
the foot from those posts they defended, into the
open field; and so, very reasonably, being in readi-
ness to march, they & waited a surer evidence, that
their friends were at hand; which shortly arrived ;
and assured them, “ that the prince was near?, and
¢ expected them.”

It will be easily conceived, with what alacrity
they advanced to meet himi; but sir William Wal-
ler had purposely chose that ground to hinder that

¢ because they were tired, ror still upon them.
and dispersed.] partly because f the] that the

they were tired and dispersed ; & they] Not in MS.
and partly because it was not h near] by
desired to have many of those ! to meet him] Not in MS,
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conjunction, and advanced so fast on the lord Wil-
mot, that without such removes¥® and traverses, as
might give his men some apprehension, that lord!
could not expect the foot from the town ; and there-
fore he put his troops in order upon that ground to
expect the enemy’s charge, who were somewhat
more than musket-shot off in order of battle.

Here sir William Waller, out of pure gaiety, de-
parted from an advantage he could not again re-
cover; for being in excellent order of battle, with
strong wings of horse to his foot, and a good reserve
placed, and his cannon usefully planted, apprehend-
ing still the conjunction between the horse and the
foot in the town, and gratifying his enemy with the
same contempt, which had so often brought incon-
veniences upon them, and discerning their number
inferior to that he had before (as he thought) mas-
tered, he marched, with his whole body of horse,
from his foot, to charge the enemy; appointing sir
Arthur Haslerig with his cuirassiers apart, to make
the first impression; who was encountered by sir
John Byron, in whose regiment the earl of Carnar-
von charged as a volunteer; and after a sharp con-
flict, in which sir Arthur Haslerig received many
wounds, that impenetrable regiment was routed,
and, in a full career, chased upon their other horse.
At™ the same time, the lord Wilmot charging them
from division to division, as they were ranged, in
half an hour, so sudden alterations the accidents of
war introduce, the whole entire body of the tri-
umphant horse were so totally routed and dispersed,
that there was not one of them to be secen upon

k removes] shifts ! that lord] he m At] And at
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that large spacious down; every man shifting for
himself with greater danger by the precipices of that
hill, than he could have undergone by opposing his
pursuer. But as it was an unhappy ground to fly,
so it was as ill for the pursuer; and after the rout,
more perished by falls and bruises from their horses,
down the precipices, than by the sword. The foot
stood still firm, making shew of a gallant resistance ;
but the lord Wilmot quickly seized their cannon, and
turned them upon them, at the same time that the
Cornish foot, who were by this come from the town,
were ready likewise to charge them; upon which
their hearts failed ; and so they were charged on all
sides, and either killed, or taken prisoners, very few
escaping ; the Cornish retaining too fresh a memory
of their late distresses, and revenging themselves on®
those who had contributed thereunto.® Sir William
Waller himself, with a small train, fled into Bristol,
which had sacrificed a great part of their garrison in
his defeat; and so were even ready to expire at his
entry into the town, himself bringing the first news
of his disaster.

This glorious day, for it was a day of triumph, re-

deemed for that timeP? the king’s whole affairs, so

that all clouds that shadowed them seemed to be dis-
pelled, and a bright light of success to shine over the
whole kingdom. There were in this battle slain, on
the enemy’s part, above six hundred on the place;

nine hundred prisoners taken, besides two or three

hundred retaken and redeemed, whom they had ga-
thered up in the skirmishes and pursuit; with all
their cannon, being eight pieces of brass ordnance ;
" on] of ~ unto.
© thereunto.] the least there- P for that time] Not in MS.
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BOOK all their arms, ammunition, waggons, baggage, and

1643.

victual ; eight and twenty foot ensigns, and nine cor-
nets; and all this by a party of fifteen hundred
horse, with two small field-pieces, (for the victory
was perfect, upon the matter, before the Cornish
came up; though the enemy’s 1 foot were suffered to
stand in a body uncharged, out of ceremony, till they
came; that they might be refreshed with a share in
the conquest,) against a body of full two thousand
horse, five hundred dragoons, and near three thou-
sand foot, with an excellent train of artillery. So
that the Cornish had great reason to think their de-
liverance, and victory at Roundway, more signal and
wonderful than the other at Stratton, save that the
first might be thought the parent of the latter, and
the loss on the king’s party was less; for in this there
were slain very few ; and, of name, none but Dudley
Smith, an honest and valiant young gentleman ; who
was always a volunteer with the lord Wilmot, and
among the first upon any action of danger.

Besides the present fruit of this victory, the king
received an advantage from the jealousy, that, from
thence, grew among the officers of the parliament ar-
mies. For sir William Waller believed himself to
be absolutely betrayed, and sacrificed by the earl of
Essex, out of envy at the great things he had done,
which seemed to eclipse his glories; and complained,
“ that he, lying with his whole army within ten
¢ miles of Oxford, should suffer the chief* strength
¢ of that place to march thirty miles to destroy him,
 without so much as sending out a party to follow
¢ them, or to alarm Oxford, by which they would

1 enemy's] Not in MS. * chief] whole
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“ have been probably recalled.” On the other hand, BOOK
the earl, disdaining to be thought his rival, reproached "
the other with  unsoldierly neglects, and want of 1043

“ courage, to be beaten by

a handful of men, and to

“ have deserted his foot and cannon, without engag-
“ ing his own person in one charge against the ene-

“ my.”

Wherever the fault was, it was never for-

given; but, from the enmity that proceeded from
thence, the king often afterwards reaped very nota-
ble and seasonable advantages; which will be re-

membered in their places s.

S in their places.] Thus origi-
nally continued in MS. C. (the
ensuing page of the History being
taken from the manuscript of
lord C.s life :)This thirteenth of
July was a day of perfect joy to
the king ; for at the same time,
and in the very hour, that the
lord Wilmot vanquished that
army at Roundway-down, the
king met and received his royal
consort the queen, to his un-
speakable satisfaction, in that
ground under Edge-hill upon
which the year before he had
fought his first battle : her ma-
jesty having left the earl of
Neweastle in a great likelihood
of being entirely master of the
north;  whose actions there
were 80 prosperous, and so full
of notable accidents, that they
deserve a history apart; and
therefore I shall only insert such
of them in this place as were
most signal, and which had the
greatest influence upon the se-
ries of the greatest affairs.

Upon * the queen’s arrival,
(which is before set forth at
large,) and the conversion of sir

Hugh Cholmondley which en-
sued thereupon, the king’s af-
fairs in the north, which were
in good growth and improve-
ment before, flourished with no-
table vigour; and yet it must be
confessed, the enemy in those
parts, with whom the earl of
Newcastle was to contend, in
courage, vigilance,and insupera-
ble industry, was not inferior to
any who disquieted his majesty
in any part of his dominions,
and who pursued any advantage
be got farther, and recovered
any loss he underwent sooner,
than any other in the kingdom :
so that there were more sharp
skirmishes ,and more notable
battles in that one county of
York, than in all the kingdom
besides, and less alteration upon
them, than could be expected ;
the lord Fairfax and his son
with incredible activity reduc-
ing towns when they had an
army, and when they were de-
feated in the field, out of small
towns recovering new armies.
About—Here the noble historian
stops, leaving two pages blunk
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This blessed defeat happened to be upon the same
day, and upon the same time of the day, when the
king met the queen upon the field near Keinton, un-
der Edge-hill, where the battle had been fought in
October before ; and before their majesties came to
Oxford, they received the happy news of it. It is
easy to imagine the joy with which it was received,
all men raising their fallen spirits to too great a
height, ¢ as though they should now go through all
the work without farther opposition ; and this trans-
port ™ to either extremes was too natural upon all the
vicissitudes of the war; and it.was some allay to the
welcome news of the victory to some men, that it
had been obtained under the command and conduct
of Wilmot ; who was very much in prince Rupert’s
disesteem, and not in any notable degree of favour
with the king, but much beloved by * all the good
fellowship of the army ; which was too great a body.
It was now time for the king’s army, victorious in so
many encounters, to take the field; upon what en-
terprise, was the question. This overthrow of Wal-
ler had infinitely surprised, and increased the dis-
tractions at London. They had seen the copy of theY
warrants, which his vanity had caused to be dispersed,
after the action at Lansdown ; in which be declared,
“ that he had routed the marquis’s army, and was in
“ pursuit of them; and therefore commanded the
“ justices of peace, and constables, to give order for
“ the apprehension of them, as they fled dispersed ;”
and expected every day, that the marquis would be

for the éransactions he was about height too proportionable,

to relate, but which unfortunate- U transport] transportation
ly he seems never to have com- * by] in
pleted. v the] his

¢ to too great a height,] to a
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sent up prisoner: and now to hear that his whole in- Roas
vincible army was defeated, and himself fled, upon
the matter, alone, (for ill news is for the most part
made worse, as the best is reported to be better than
it is,) brought them to their wits end; so* that they
could little advance the recruiting the earl of Essex’s
army ; who in his person likewise grew more sullen
towards them, and resented their little regard of him,
and grew every day more conversant with the earls of
Northumberland and Holland, and others who were
most weary of the war, and would be glad of peace
upon easy terms.?

The king’s army received a fair addition, by the The king
conjuncture with those forces which attended the g‘.f::,s, tnlir
queen; for her majesty brought with her above two Xeton:

she coming

thousand foot, well armed, and one thousand horse, ;‘:ctr“u?f““
and? six pieces of cannon, and two mortars, and
about one hundred waggons. So that as soon as their
majesties came to Oxford, the earl of Essex, who had
spent his time about Thame and Aylesbury, without
any action after that skirmish in which Mr. Hamb-
den was slain, save bys:small parties, of which there
was none of name or note, but one handsome smart
conflict between a party of five hundred horse and
dragoons, commanded by colonel Middleton, a Scotch-
man, on the parliament party, and a regiment of
horse, commanded by sir Charles Lucas, on the king’s;
where, after a very soldierly contest, and more blood

1643.

% so) Not in MS. pert and Maurice, and the mar-

* upon easy terms.} In MS. quis of Hertford; which (as a
B., from whence the last page is fuller and more circumstantial
taken, there follows an account account of both is inserted in this
of the siege and capture of Bris- History from the other MS.)
tol, and of the beginning of the will be found in Appendix C.
Jealousy between the princes Ru- P and] with



140 THE HISTORY

BOOK drawn than was usual upon such actions, the king’s
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party prevailed, returning with some prisoners of
name, and the slaughter of one hundred of their

The earl of enemy, not without some loss of their own: the

Essex re-

tires from  €arl, I say, ¢ retired with his army broken, and dis-

Thame
with his
army to
Uxbridge.

heartened, to Uxbridge, giving over any thought of
fighting with the king, till he should be recruited
with horse, men, and money; and suffering no less
in the talk of the people, (who began to assume a
great freedom in discourse,) for not interposing to
hinder the queen’s march to Oxford, and joining
with the king, than for sitting still so near Oxford,
whilst the lord Wilmot went from thence to the ruin
of sir William Waller.

After which defeat, the lord Wilmot retired to
Oxford to attend his majesty ; and the Cornish army
(for that name it deservedly kept still, though it re-
ceived so good an increase by the marquis and
prince’s joining with them) drew back, and pos-
sessed themselves of Bath, which was soon quitted
to them, 4 upon the overthrow of Waller; that gar-
rison being withdrawn to reinforce Bristol. At
Bath they rested, and refreshed themselves, till they
might receive new orders from the king; who, upon
full advice, and consideration of the state he was in,
and the broken condition of the enemy, resolved to
make an attempt upon the city of Bristol; to which
prince Rupert was most inclined, for his ¢ being dis-
appointed in a former design ; and where there were
many well affected to the king’s service from the be-
ginning, and more since the execution of those two

< the earl, I say,] Not in MS. them,] which was quitted,
4 which was soon quitted to ¢ his] Not in MS.
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eminent citizens. And the disesteem generally had ! e
of the courage of Nathaniel Fiennes, the governor, ———
made the design to be thought the more reasonable ; i
so® the marquis and prince Maurice returned to

Bath, upon agreement to appear, on such a day,

with their whole strength, before Bristol, on the
Somersetshire side, when prince Rupert with the
Oxford forces would appear before it, on the Glou-
cestershire side.

On the four and twentieth of July, both armies pristol be-
sat down before it; quartering their horse in that f,'ﬁii‘il;{yu
manner, that none could go out or in to the city, PRI
without great hazard of being taken; and the same
day, with the assistance of some seamen, who were
prepared before, they seized all the ships that were
in King-road; which were not only laden with
goods ® of great value, as plate, money, and the best
sort of all commodities, which those who suspected
the worst had sent aboard, but with many persons
of quality; who, being unwilling to run the hazard
of a siege, thought that way to have secured them-
selves, and to have escaped to London; and so were
all taken prisoners. The next day, prince Rupert
came to his brother, and the marquis, and a general
council of all the principal officers of both armies
being assembled, it was debated, ¢ in what manner
“ they should proceed, by assault or approach.”

There were in the town five and twenty hundred
foot, and a regiment of horse and dragoons; the line
about the town was finished ; yet in some places the
graff was wider and deeper than in others. The
castle within the town was very well prepared, and

£ had} Not in MS. & so] and so " goods] things
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BOOK supplied with great store of provisions to endure a
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siege. The opinions were several: the officers of
the Cornish were of opinion, ¢ that it was hest to
« proceed by way of approach; because, the ground
“ being very good, it would in a very short time be
¢« done; and since there was no army of the enemy
“in a possibility to relieve it, the securest way
“ would be the best; whereas the works were so
“ good, that they must expect to lose very many
“ men; and, if they were beaten off, all their sum-
““ mer hopes would be destroyed; it not being easy,
“ again to make up the spirit of the army for a new
“ action. Besides, they alleged, the well affected
¢ party in the city, which was believed to be very
« great, would, after they had been closely besieged
s three or four days, have a greater influence upon
“ the soldier, and be able to do more towards the
¢ surrender, than they could upon a storm; when
“ they would be equally sensible of the disorder of
“ the soldier, and their own damage by plunder, as
¢ the other; and the too late example of the exe-
“ cuted citizens would keep men from offering at
“ any insurrection in the city.”

On the other hand, prince Rupert, and all the of-
ficers of his army, very earnestly desired to assault it;
alleged « the work to be easy, and the soldiers fitter
« for any brisk attempt, than a dull patient design;
“ and that the army would be more weakened by
“ the latter than the former: that the city, not hav-
“ ing yet recovered the consternation of sir William
« Waller’s defeat, was so full of horror, that it would
“ make a very weak defence: that there was no
“ soldier of experience in the town, and the go-

vernor himself not like to endure the terror of a
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“ storm : whereas, if they gave them time to con-
“ sider, and to look long upon them with a wall be-
“ tween, they would grow confirmed and resolute,
“ and courage would supply the place of skill; and
“ having plenty of all kinds of provisions within the
“ town, they would grow strong and peremptory,
“ whilst the besiegers grew less vigorous, and dis-
“ heartened.” These reasons, and the prince’s im-
portunity, with some insinuations of knowing more
than was fit to be spoken, as if somewhat would be
done within the town, that must not be mentioned,
and a glorious contempt of danger, prevailed so far,
that it was consented to, on all parts, to assault the
town the next morning at three places on the So-
mersetshire side, and at three places on the Glou-
cestershire side, at the break of day. The truth is,
both opinions, with regard to their different circum-
stances,’ were in themselves reasonable. For the
Gloucestershire side, where prince Rupert was, might
be stormed, the graff being shallow, and the wall,
in some places, low and weak; which could not be
easily approached, by reason the ground was rocky,
and the redoubts high and very strong, which over-
looked the ground; on the other side the ground
was very easy to approach, and as inconvenient and
dangerous to storm, by reason of a plain level before
the line, and a broad and deep graff, and the line
throughout hetter flankered than the other.

The next morning, with little® other provisions
fit for such a work, than! the courage of the assail-
ants, both armies fell on. On the west side, where

! with regard to their differ- k fittle] no
ent circumstances,] without any ! than] but
circumstances,
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ook the Cornish were, they assaulted the line in three

VII.

places; one division led by sir Nicholas Slanning,

1643. agssisted with colonel John Trevannion, lieutenant

colonel Slingsby, and three more field officers; too
great a number of such officers to conduct so small
a party as five hundred men, if there had not been
an immoderate disdain of danger, and appetite of
glory : another division, on the right hand, was led
by colonel Buck, assisted by colonel Wagstaffe, co-
lonel Bernard Ashley, who commanded the regi-
ment of the lord marquis Hertford, with other field
officers : ™ and the third division, on the left hand,
led by sir Thomas Basset, who was major general
of the Cornish. These three divisions fell on to-
gether with that courage and resolution, as nothing
but death could control; and though the middle di-
vision got into the graff, and so near filled it, that
some mounted the wall, yet by the prodigious dis-
advantage of the ground, and the full defence the
besieged made within, they were driven back with
a great slaughter; the common soldiers, after their
chief officers were killed, or desperately wounded,
finding it a bootless attempt.

On prince Rupert’s side, it was assaulted with
equal courage, and almost equal loss, but with bet-
ter success; for though that division, led on by the
lord Grandison, colonel general of the foot, was
beaten off, the lord Grandison himself being hurt;
and the other, led by colonel Bellasis, likewise had
no better fortune; yet colonel Washington, with a
less party, finding a place in the curtain (between
the places assaulted by the other two) weaker than

™ field officers :] officers of the field :
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the rest, entered, and quickly made room for the BoOK
horse to follow. The enemy, as soon as they saw VI
the line entered in one place, either out of fear, or 1643.
by command of their officers, quit their posts; so

that the prince entered with his foot and horse into

the suburbs ; sending for one thousand of the Cor-

nish foot, which were presently sent to second him;

and marched up to Fromegate, losing many men,

and some very good officers, by shot from the walls

and windows ; insomuch as all men were much cast
lown to see so little gotten with so great a loss;

for they had still™ a more difficult entrance into the

town than they had yet passed, and where their
1orse could be of no use to them; when, to the ex-
eeding comfort of generals and soldiers, the city

seat a parley; which the prince willingly embrac-

ng, and getting their hostages into his hands, sent
olonel Gerrard and another officer to the governor

o treat. The treaty began about two of the clock

n the afternoon, and, before ten at night, these ar-

icles were agreed on, and signed by all parties.

1. “ That the governor,® Nathaniel Fiennes, to- ﬁilﬁ;‘griﬁ

¢ gether with all the officers both of horse and foot, wnag
‘ now within and about the city of Bristol, castle,
‘ and forts, may march out to-morrow morning by
‘pnine of the clock, with their full arms, bag and
‘ baggage, provided it be their own goods: and
‘ that the common foot soldiers march out without
“arms, and the troopers with their horses and
‘ swords, leaving their other arms behind them,
‘ with a safe convoy to Warminster; and after, not

" still] Not in MS. articles are in the handwriting of

© That thegovernor,&c.] These lord Clarendon’s amanuensis.
VOL. IV. E
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“ king’s forces, for the space of three days.

2. “ That there may be carriages allowed and
“ provided to carry away their bag and baggage,
“ and sick and hurt soldiers.

8. “ That the king’s forces march not into the
“ town, till the parliament forces are marched out;
“ which is to be at nine of the clock.

4. “ That all prisoners in the city be delivered
“ up; and that captain Eyres and captain Cookein,
“ who were taken at the Devizes, be released.

5. «“ That sir John Horner, sir John Seymour,
“ Mr. Edward Stevens, and all other knights, gen-
“ tlemen, citizens, and other persons, that are now
“in the city, may, if they please, with their goods,
“ wives, and families, bag and baggage, have free
“ liberty to return to their own homes, or elsewhere,
“ and there to rest in safety, or ride, and travel
“ with the governor and forces: and such of them,
“ and their families, as shall be left behind, by rea-
“son of sickmess or other cause, may have liberty,
“s0 soon as they can conveniently, to depart this
“ town with safety; provided that all gentlemen,
“ and other persons, shall have three days’ liberty
“ to reside here, or depart with their goods, which
“ they please. :

6. < That all the inhabitants of the city shall be
‘ secured in their persons, families, and estates, free
“ from plundering, and all other violence, or wrong
‘ whatsoever.

7. “ That the charters and liberties of this city
“ may be preserved; and that the ancient govern-
“ ment thereof, and present governors and officers,



OF THE REBELLION. 147

“ may remain and continue in their former condi-
“ tion, according to his majesty’s charters and plea-
“ sure.

8. « That, for avoiding inconveniences and dis-
“ tractions, the quartering of soldiers be referred or
“left to the mayor, and governor of the same city
“ for the time being.

9. ¢ That all such as have carried any goods into
“ the castle may have free liberty to carry the same
s« forth.

10. ¢ That the forces, that are to march out, are
“ to leave behind them all cannon, and ammunition,
« with their colours, and such arms as is before ex-
¢ pressed.”

The next morning, if not before, (for the truth
is, from the time that the treaty was first offered,
they in the town kept no guards, nor observed any
order; but their soldiers run away to the prince,
and many of his soldiers went into the town,) his
highness was possessed of Bristol, the enemy then
marching away. Here the ill example of? Read-
ing, in the breach of the articles, was remembered,
and unhappily followed; for all that garrison was
now here. So that they, with some colour of right,
or retaliation, and the rest, by their example, used
great licence to the soldiers, who should have been
safely conducted; which reflected much upon the
prince, though he used his utmost power to sup-
press it; and charged colonel Fiennes to be acces-
sary to his own wrong, by marching out of the town
an hour before his appointment; and thereby his
convoy was not ready; and at another gate than

P of] at
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was appointed and agreed on. And as the articles
were thus unhappily violated to those who went
away, so they were not enough observed to those
who stayed, and to the city itself: for many of co-
lonel Fiennes’ soldiers taking conditions, and enter-
ing with the king’s army, instructed their new
friends, who were most disaffected; so that one
whole street upon the bridge, the inhabitants where-
of lay under some brand of malignity, though, no
doubt, there were many honest men among them,
was almost totally plundered; which, because there
was but little justice done upon the transgressors,
was believed to be done by connivance from the of-
ficers, and more discredited the king’s forces, and
his cause, than was then taken notice of, or dis-
covered. It was a noble attribute given to the
brave Fabricius, qui aliquid esse crederet et in
hostem nefas. I wish I could excuse those swerv-
ings from justice and right, which were too fre-
quently practised against contracts, under the no-
tion, that they, with whom they were made, were
rebels, and could not be too ill used; when, as the
cause deserved, so it needed all the ingenuity and
integrity, in the propugners of it, to keep despair
from the guilty, who were by much too numerous
for the innocent.

This reduction of Bristol was a full tide of pros-
perity to the king, and made him master of the se-
cond city of his kingdom, and gave him the undis-
turbed possession of one of the richest counties of
the kingdom, (for the rebels had now no standing
garrison, or the least visible influence upon any part
of Somersetshire,) and rendered Wales (which was
before well affected, except some towns in Pem-
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brokeshire) more useful to him; being freed of the BgI(I)K
fear of Bristol, and consequently of the charge that -
always attends those fears; and restored to the
trade with Bristol; which was the greatest support
of those parts. Yet the king might very well have
said, what king Pyrrhus heretofore did, after his
second battle, by the city of Asculum, with the Ro-
mans, where he won the victory; * If we win an-
“ other at this price, we are utterly undone.” And
truly his majesty’s loss before this town was ines-
timable, and very hard to be repaired. I am per-
suaded there were slain, upon the several assaults,
of common men, but such as were tried and incom-
parable foot, about five hundred ; and abundance of
excellent officers, whereof many were of prime com-
mand and quality.

On the Cornish side fell, besides major Kendall,
and many other inferior officers, excellent in their
degree, colonel Buck, a modest and a stout com-
mander, and of good experience in war: who hav-
ing got over the graff, and even to the top of the
wall, was knocked down with a halbert, and pe-
rished in the graff; sir Nicholas Slanning, and co-
Ionel John Trevannion, the life and soul of the
Cornish regiments, whose memories can never be
enough celebrated ; who being led by no impulsion,
but of conscience, and their own observation of the
ill practices and designs of the great conductors, (for
they both were of the house of commons,) engaged
themselves with the first in the opposition; and as
soon as sir Ralph Hopton, and those other gentle-
men came into Cornwall, joined with them; and
being both of singular reputation, and good fortunes

L3
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there, the one in possession, the other in reversion
after his father, they engaged their persons and
estates in the service; rather doing great things,
than affecting that it should be taken notice of to
be done by them ; applying themselves to all infir-
mities, and condescending ¢ to all capacities, for re-
moving all obstructions, which accidentally arose
among those, who could only prosper by being of
one mind. Sir Nicholas Slanning was governor of
Pendennis castle, upon the credit and security
whereof, the king’s party in that country first de-
pended, and, by the command it had of the harbour
of Falmouth, was, or might be, supplied with all
that was necessary. He was indeed a young man
of admirable parts, a sharp and discerning wit, a
staid and solid judgment, a gentle and most oblig-
ing behaviour, and a courage so clear and keen, as,
even without the other ornaments, would have ren-
dered him very considerable : they were both young,*
neither of them above eight and twenty, of entire
friendship to one another, and to sir Bevil Greenvil,
whose body was not yet buried; they were both
hurt almost in the same minute, and in the same
place; both shot in the thigh with musket bullets ;3
their' bones broken, the one dying presently, the
other some few days after; and both had the royal
sacrifice of their sovereign’s very particular sorrow,
and the concurrence of all good men’s; and, that
which is a greater solemnity to their memories, as
it fares with most great and virtuous men, whose
loss is better understood long afterwards, they were

9 condescending] descending s musket bullets;] a musket
¥ young,] very young, bullet ;
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as often lamented, as the accidents in the public af- BooK
fairs made the courage and fidelity of the Cornish -
of greatest signification to the cause.

On the north side, of prince Rupert’s army, fell
very many good officers, the chief of whom was co-
lonel Harry Lunsford, an officer of extraordinary
sobriety, industry, and courage; near® whom, his
excellent lieutenant colonel Moyle was likewise
hurt, and died within few days, both shot out of a
window after they had entered the suburbs. There
were hurt, the lord viscount Grandison, nephew to
the great duke of Buckingham, who was colonel
general of the king’s foot; colonel John Bellasis,
since lord Bellasis; colonel Bernard Ashley ; colonel
sir John Owen ; and many other officers of name,
of whom none of quality died of their wounds but
the lord Grandison ; whose loss can never be enough
lamented. He was a young man of so virtuous a
habit of mind, that no temptation or provocation
could corrupt him; so great a lover of justice and
integrity, that no example, necessity, or even the
barbarity of this war, could make him swerve from
the most precise rules of it; and of that rare piety
and devotion, that the court, or camp, could not
shew a more faultless person, or to whose example
young men might more reasonably conform them-
selves. His personal valour, and courage of all
kinds, (for he had sometimes indulged so much to
the corrupt opinion of honour, as to venture himself
in duels,) was very eminent, insomuch as he was
accused of being too prodigal of his person; his af-
fection, and zeal, and obedience to the king, was

1643.
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such as became a branch of that family. And he
was wont to say, ¢ that if he had not understanding
“ enough to know the uprightness of the cause, nor
¢ loyalty enough to inform him of the duty of a
“ subject, yet" the very obligations of gratitude to
« the king, on the behalf of his house, were such, as
« his life was but a due sacrifice:” and therefore,
he no sooner saw the war unavoidable, than he en-
gaged all his brethren, as well as himself, in the
service; and there were then three more of them in
command in the army, where* he was so unfortu-
nately cut off.

As soon as the news of the taking of Bristol came
to the king at Oxford, after a solemn thanksgiving
to God for the success, which was immediately and
publicly performed, his majesty assembled his privy-
council, to consider how this great blessing in war
might be applied to the procuring a happy peace;
and that this might be the last town he should pur-
chase at the price of blood. It was evident, that,
as this last victory added great lustre and beauty to
the whole face of his affairs, so it would produce an
equal paleness, and be an ominous presage to the
parliament ; where the jealousies and apprehensions
between themselves still grew higher, and new re-
medies still proposed, which were generally thought
worse than the disease.

Upon the news of the lord Fairfax’s being de-
feated in the north, which came about this time,Y
they resolved? to send a committee of the two
houses into Scotland, ¢ to desire their brethren of

" yet] that time, | Not in MS.
x where] when * they resolved] they resolved
¥ which came about this  presently



OF THE REBELLION. 153

¢ that kingdom presently to advance with an army
« for their relief;” which was thought so desperate
a cure, that the lords naming the earl of Rutland,
and lord Grey of Warke, for that embassy, the earl
upon indisposition of health procured a release ; and
the other, who had never declined any employment
they would confer on him, so peremptorily refused
to meddle in it, that he was committed to the
Tower; and, in the end, they were compelled to
depute only commoners to that service: and so sir
William Armyne, young sir Henry Vane, and two
more, assisted with Mr. Marshall and Mr. Nye, two
of their powerful clergy, were embarked in that ne-
gociation ; upon which, they who sent them were
so far from being confident, and so little satisfied,
that they should be driven to bring in foreign forces,
with the purpose whereof they had so long traduced
the king, that there was, some few desperate per-
sons only excepted, even a universal desire of peace;
and the earl of Essex himself, writing to the speaker
of the house of commons, of the defects in his army,
and of his wants of horse, men, and money, advised,
¢ that they would think of sending some reasonable
“ propositions to the king, for the procuring a safe
“ peace;” which being the first intimation he had
ever given to that purpose, together with his fami-
liarity and correspondence with those lord<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>