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THE

HISTORY

OF THE

REBELLION, &ec.

BOOK VIII. CONTINUED.

Tue king’s army was less united than ever; the 1644.
old general was set aside, and prince Rupert putffhte;:‘:ﬁi;

into the command, which was no popular change :and coustat
for the other was known to be an officer of great T
experience, and had committed no oversights in his
conduct ; was willing to hear every thing debated,

and always concurred with the most reasonable opi-

nion; and though he was not of many words, and

was not quick in hearing, yet upon any action he

was sprightly, and commanded well. The prince

was rough, and passionate, and loved not debate;

liked what was proposed, as he liked the persons

who proposed it; and was so great an enemy to
Digby and Colepepper, who were only present in
debates of the war with the officers, that he crossed

all they proposed. The truth is, all the army had

been disposed, from the first raising it, to a neglect

and contempt of the council; and the king himself

had not been solicitous enough to preserve the re-

VOL. V. B
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VIII.

1644.

2 THE HISTORY

spect due to it; in which he lessened * his own
dignity.

Goring, who was now general of the horse, was
no more gracious to prince Rupert, than Wilmot
had been; had?® all the other’s faults, and wanted
his regularity, and preserving his respect with the
officers. Wilmot loved debauchery, but shut it out
from his business; never neglected that, and rarcly
miscarried in it. Goring had a much better under-
standing, and a sharper wit, (except in the very ex-
ercise of debauchery, and then the other was in-
spired,) a much keener courage, and presentness of
mind in danger: Wilmot discerned it farther off,
and because he could not behave himself so well in
it, commonly prevented, or warily declined 'it; and
never drank when he was within distance of an
enemy : Goring was not able to resist the tempta-
tion, when he was in the middle of them, nor would
decline it to obtain a victory; as,©in one of those
fits, he had suffered the horse to escape out of Corn-
wall; and the most signal misfortunes of his life in
war had their rise from that uncontrollable licence.
Neither of them valued their promises, professions,
or friendships, according to any rules of honour or
integrity ; but Wilmot violated them the less will-
ingly, and never but for some great benefit or con-
venience to himself; Goring without scruple, out of
humour, or for wit’s sake; and loved no man so
well, but that he would cozen him, and then expose
him to public mirth for baving been cozened : there-
fore he had always fewer friends than the other, but
more company ; for no man had a wit that pleased

2 lessened] lost of ¢ as,] and,
b had] and had



OF THE REBELLION. 8

the company better. The ambition of both was? poox
unlimited, and so equally incapable of being coniv_ "
tented; and both unrestrained, by any respect to 1641
good-nature or justice, from pursuing the satisfac-
tion thereof: yet Wilmot had more scruples from
religion to startle him, and would not have attained
his end by any gross or foul act of wickedness:
Goring could have passed through those pleasantly,
and would, without hesitation, have broken any
trust, or done any act of treachery, to have satisfied
an ordinary passion or appetite; and, in truth,
wanted  nothing -but industry (for he had wit, and
courage, and understanding, and ambition, uncon-
trolled by any fear of God or man) to have been as
eminent and successful in the highest attempt of®
wickedness, asf any man in the age he lived in, or
before. Of all his qualifications, dissimulation was
his masterpiece ; in which he so much excelled, that
men were not ordinarily ashamed, or out of counte-
nance, with being deceived but twice by him.

The court was not much better disposed than the
army ; they who had no preferment were angry
with those who had, and thought they had not de-
served so well as themselves: they who were en-
vied, found no satisfaction or delight in what they
were envied for, being poor and necessitous, and the
more sensible of their being so, by the titles they
had received upon their own 8 violent importunity.
So that the king was without any joy in the favours
he had conferred, and yet was not the less solicited
to grant more to others of the same kind, who, he

_ ambition of both was] am- fas] of
bitions of both were gown] Not in MS.
€ of] in
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4 THE HISTORY

ook foresaw, would be no better pleased than the rest:

VIIL.
1644,

and the pleasing one man this way, displeased one
hundred ; as his creating the lord Colepepper at this
time, and making him a baron, (who, in truth, had
served him with great abilities; and, though he did
imprudently in desiring it, did deserve it,) did much
dissatisfy both the court and the army; to neither
of which he was in any degree gracious, by his hav-.
ing no ornament of education, to make men the
more propitious to his parts of nature; and disposed
many others to be very importunate to receive the
same obligation.

There had been another counsel entered upon,
and concluded with great deliberation and wisdom,
which turned at this time to his majesty’s disadvan-
tage; which was the cessation in Ireland; entered
into, as hath been said before, with all the reason
imaginable, and in hope to have made a good peace
there, and so to have had the power of that united
kingdom, to have assisted to the suppressing the re-
bellion in this. But now, as all the supplies he had
received from thence upon the cessation had been
already destroyed, without any benefit to the king,
so his majesty found, that he should not be able to
make a peace there; and then the government there
would be in the worse condition, by being deprived
of so many good officers and soldiers upon the con-
clusion of the cessation. There had been commis-
sioners from that time sent over to the king from
the confederate Roman ! catholics, to treat a peace;
the lord lieutenant and council had sent likewise
commissioners to inform the king of all things ne-

 Roman] Not in MS.



OF THE REBELLION. 5

cessary to be considered in the treaty; and the par- Book
liament which was then sitting in Ireland had sent ka0
likewise commissioners, in the name of the protest-
ants in that kingdom, to prevent the making any
peace; and with a petition to dissolve the cessation
that had been made.

The commissioners from the confederate Roman  Proposi-

catholics demanded “ the abrogation and repeal of iy d
“ all those laws, which were in force against the{ifﬂ:{;y_ ;
«exercise of the Roman religion: that the lieute-
“ nant, or chief governor, should be a Roman ca-
“tholic; and that there should be no distinction
“ made, whereby those of that religion should not
“ be capable of any preferment in the kingdom, as
“ well as the protestants;” together with the repeal
of several laws, which that nation thought to have
been made in their prejudice.

The commissioners from the state (whereof some
were of the privy-council) professed, « that they de-
“sired a peace might be made;” but proposed, in
order, as they said, to the security of the kingdom,
“ that all the Irish might be disarmed; and such
“ among them as had been most signal and bar-
“ barous in the massacres in the beginning of the
“ rebellion, might be excepted from pardon, and
¢ prosecuted with the utmost rigour of law: that
“ the laws might be put in execution against all
“ Roman catholics, and especially against all Jesuits,
“ priests, and friars; and that they might be obliged
“ to pay all the damages which had been sustained
“ by the war.”

The commissioners from the protestants demand-

P Roman] Not in MS.
B3




6 THE HISTORY

B‘(])l?l K cd, “ that the cessation might be dissolved, and the
“ war carried on with the utmost rigour, according
“ to the act of parliament that had been made in
“ the beginning of the rebellion, and that no peace
“ might be made on any conditions.”
The king demanded of the Irish, ¢ whether they
“ believed it could be in his power, if it were agree-
“able to his conscience, to grant them their de-
“mands? and whether he must not thereby pur-
¢ chase Ireland with the loss of England and Scot-
“land?” There were among them some sober men,
who confessed, « that, as his majesty’s affairs then
“ stood, they believed he could not grant it; and
¢ they hoped, that their general assembly would,
* when they should be informed of the truth of his
 majesty’s condition, which was not known to
“ them, be persuaded to depart from some of their
“ demands; but that, for the present, they had not
“ authority to recede from any one proposition.”
The king then asked the commissioners who had
been sent over by the marquis of Ormond, lieute-
nant of the kingdom,  which forces they thought
“ to be the stronger, the king’s army, or that of the
“rebels ?” They confessed ¢ the rebels to be much
¢ superior in power, and that they were possessed
‘ of more than three parts of the kingdom.” The
king then asked them, “ whether they thought it
¢ probable, now they found themselves to be the
¢ stronger, that the rebels* would be persuaded to
“yield to so disadvantageous terms, as they pro-
“ posed, and to be so wholly at the mercy of those
“ whom they bad so much provoked? and if they

1644.

¥ the rebels] they



OF THE REBELLION. 7

% could be so disposed, whether they believed that BOOK
“« they were able, though they should be willing, to
“sell all they have in Ireland, to pay the damages
« which had been sustained by the war?” The
commissioners acknowledged, ¢ that they thought
“ the last impossible, and that there might be a mi-
“ tigation in that particular; but for the former,
“ they durst not advise his majesty to recede at all;
“ for that there could be no other security for the
¢ protestants in that kingdom, but by leaving the
s Irish without any capacity or ability to trouble
¢ them: for their perfidiousness was such, that they
“ could not be trusted; and therefore they must be!
“put into such a condition, by being totally dis-
“ armed, that they should not be able to do any
 mischief; or that all the protestants must leave
“ the kingdom to the entire possession of the Irish;
“ and whether that would be for his majesty’s ser-
“ vice and security, they must refer to his own wis-
“ dom.”

The king then sent for the commissioners from
the parliament, on the behalf of the protestants, and
asked them, “ whether they were ready, if the ces-
¢ sation were expired, to renew the war, and to
¢ prosecute it hopefully, to the reduction or sup-
¢ pression of the Irish?” They answered very clear-
ly,  that, in the state they were in, they could not
“ carry on the war, or defend themselves against
“ the Irish, who were much superior to them in
“ power; but if his majesty would recruit his army,
‘““and send over money, and arms, and ammunition,

1644.

! must be] must either be
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8 THE HISTORY

BOOK ¢ with shipping, they made no doubt, but, with

VIIL
1644.

“ God’s blessing, they should be able shortly to re-
“ duce them, and drive them out of the kingdom.”
The king then asked them, “ whether they did in
“truth think, that his majesty was able to send
¢ them such supplies as they stood in need of? or
“ whether they did not, in their consciences, know,
“ that he was not able to send them any part of it,
“and stood in want of all for his own support?”
They answered,  that they hoped he would make
“ a peace with the parliament, and would then be
‘“ able to send over such assistance to Ireland, as
“ would quickly settle that kingdom.”

But, after all these discourses, his majesty pre-
vailed not with any of them to depart from the
most unreasonable of all their demands; whereupon
he dismissed them, and told the Irish, * it had been
“in their power so far to have obliged him, that he
“ might hereafter have thought himself bound to
“ have gratified them in some particulars, which
“ were not now seasonable to have been done; but
“ they would repent this their senseless perverse-
“ ness, when it would be too late, and when they
“ found themselves under a power that would de-
“ stroy them, and make them cease to be a nation.”

So™ they all left Oxford; and his majesty, not-
withstanding all this resolution not to depart from
any thing that might in any degree be prejudicial
to the protestant interest in that kingdom, found
that he suffered under no reproach more in Eng-
land, than by having made that cessation: so won-

m So] And so



OF THE REBELLION. 9

derfully unreasonable was the generality of® the BOOK
nation then, by ° the absurd imputation of his ma-
jesty’s favouring the Irish.

The straits in which the king now was, brought
him to some reflections he P had never made before ;
and the considerations of what might probably be
the event of the next summer, disposed him to in-
clinations which were very contrary to what he had
ever before entertained. His three younger children
were taken from the governess in whose hands he
had put them, and were not only in the parliament
quarters, but expressly by their order put into the
custody of one in whom the king could have the
less confidence, because it was one in whom the
parliament confided so much. He had with him
the prince and the duke of York, both young; and
he had no resolution more fixed in him, than that
the prince should never be absent from him ; which,
as hath been touched before, made him less consider
what governor or servants he put about him; re-
solving to form his manners by his own model. But
now he began to say, “ that himself and the prince
“ were too much to venture in one bottom; and
“that it was now time to unboy him, by putting
“ him into some action and acquaintance with busi-
“ ness, out of his own sight:” but communicated
these thoughts only with the lord Digby, the lord
Colepepper, and the chancellor of the exchequer;
and was thought to confer more with the lord Cole-
pepper upon the subject, than with either of the
other ; but had some particular thoughts upon which

1644,

" the generality of] Not in ° by] under
MS. ? he] which he
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Book he then? conferred with nobody. There was but

i G province in which the prince could reside, after

1644, he was severed from the king; and that was the
west ; which was yet in a worse condition than it
had been, by the rebels being possessed of Taunton,
one of the chief towns in Somersetshire”; and
though it was an open and unfortified place, it was
very strong against the king in the natural disaffec-
tion of the inhabitants, which were very numerous,
and all the places adjacent of the same ill princi-
ples; and Waller had already sent some troops thi-
ther to confirm them in their rebellious inclina-
tions, and had himself a resolution speedily to go
thither, with a body sufficient to form an army for
the reduction of the west: nor was the design
improbable to succeed; for the reputation of the
Scotch army, upon the recovery of all the north,
had shaken and terrified all the kingdom; and
the -king’s army was the last enemy the west had
been acquainted with, and had left no good name
behind it.

To prevent this mischief, Goring (who had now
made a fast friendship with the lord Digby, either
of them believing he could deccive the other, and
so with equal passion embracing the engagement)
was sent with some troops to Salisbury, from whence
he might easily prevent any motion of Waller; with-
out which, Taunton would be in a short time re-
duced by the garrisons the king had in the country ;
so that this alteration rather confirmed than diverted
his majesty, in his thoughts of sending the prince

a then] Not in MS. Somersetshire] the chicf town
rone of the chief towns in in Somersetshire



OF THE REBELLION. 11

thither: and he begun® to publish his purpose, and B\(f)l(l)l K
named counsellors to be with his highness, by whose -
advice all things should be done; his majesty’s pur- 164%
pose being, in truth, only at that time that the
prince should go no farther west than Bristol; and
that there might no jealousics arise from this ac-
tion, (which every body knew was so far from the
king’s former purpose; and it might be imagined,
that his highness would be sent to the queen his
mother into France, which many unreasonably ap-
prehended,) the king declared what council he in'ié&nﬂ»
tended should be about his son; the reputation of'the prince
whom, he thought, would allay all jealousies of that e
kind. He named the duke of Richmond, the earl
of Southampton, the lord Capel, the lord Hopton,
the lord Colepepper, and the chancellor of the ex-
chequer, and appointed them “ to meet frequently
“ at the prince’s lodging, to consider with his high-
“ ness what preparations should be made for his
¢ journey, and in what manner his family should be
““ established.” There was one person more, who
of necessity was to wait on the prince,® the earl of
Berkshire, his governor; and then his majesty found,
what wrong ® measures he had taken in the confer-
ring that trust,* and lamented his own error to
those he trusted, but knew not how to prevent the
inconveniences that might ensue, unless by applying
two remedies, which were not natural, and might
have been productive of as great inconveniences.
The one was, to lessen the prince’s reverence and
esteem for his governor ; which was very sufficiently

~ “and he begun] so that he son of the prince, which was
began U wrong] false
* on the prince,] on the per- * trust,] province,
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12 THE HISTORY

provided for. The other, to leave the governor with-
out any more authority, than every one of the coun-
cil had; and so much less, as the prince had a bet-
ter esteem of every one of them, than he had of him:
and so left him without a governor, which would
have been a little better, if he had been without the
earl of Berkshire too.

When the king was in this melancholic posture, it
was a great refreshment, and some advantage to him,
to hear, that the disorder the parliament was in was
superior to his. The cause of all the distractions in
his court or army proceeded from the extreme po-
verty and necessity his majesty was in; and a very
moderate supply of money would, in a moment,
have extinguished all those distempers. But all the
wealth of the kingdom, for they were well nigh?
possessed of all, could not prevent the same, and
greater distractions and emulations, from breaking
into the whole government of the parliament: for?
all the personal animosities imaginable broke out in
their councils, and in their armies ; and the house of
peers found themselves, upon the matter, excluded
from all power or credit, when they did not concur
in all the demands which were made by the com-
mons.

That violent party, which had at first cozened the
rest into the war, and afterwards obstructed all the
approaches towards peace, found now that they had
finished as much of their work, as the tools which
they had wrought with could be applied to; and
what remained to be done, must be despatched by
new workmen. They had been long unsatisfied with

Y well nigh] Not in MS. z for] and
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OF THE REBELLION. 13

the earl of Essex, and he as much with them; both Book
being more solicitous to suppress the other, than to i
destroy the king. They bore the loss and dishonour
he had sustained in Cornwall very well; and would
have been glad, that both he and his army had been
quite cut off, instead of being dissolved ; for most of
his officers and soldiers were corrupted in their af-
fections towards them, and desired nothing but
peace: so that they resolved never more to trust or
employ any of them. But that which troubled them
more, was, that their beloved earl of Manchester,
upon whom they depended as a fast friend, by whom
they might insensibly have divested the earl of Es-
sex of all inconvenient authority in the army, ap-
peared now as unapplicable to their purposes as the
other; and there was a breach fallen out between
him and Oliver Cromwell, which was irreconcileable,
and? had brought some counsels upon the stage, be-
fore they were ripe.

Cromwell accused the earl of Manchester < of
“ having betrayed the parliament out of cowardice ;
¢ for that he might, at the king’s last being at New-
“ bury, when he drew off his cannon, very easily
“ have defeated his whole army, if he would have
“ permitted it to have been engaged: that he went
“to him, and shewed him evidently how it might
“be done; and desired him that he would give him
“ leave, with his own brigade of horse, to charge the
“king’s army in their retreat; and the earl, with
“ the rest of his army, might look on, and do as he
“ should think fit : but that the earl had, notwith-
“ standing all importunity used by him and other

1644.

2 and] and which




14 THE HISTORY

BOOK ¢ officers, positively and obstinately refused to per-

VIIL
1644.

“ mit him; giving no other reason, but that, he
“ said, if they did engage, and overthrow the king’s
“ army, the king would always have another army
“ to keep up the war; but if that army which he
¢ commanded should be overthrown, before the other
“ under the earl of Essex should be reinforced, there
“would be an end of their pretences; and they
¢ should be all rebels and traitors, and exccuted and
« forfeited by the law.”

This pronunciation what the law would do against
them was very heavily taken by the parliament, as
if the earl believed the law to be against them, after
so many declarations made by them, ¢ that the law
“ was on their side, and that the king’s arms were
“ taken up against the law.” The earl confessed
““ he had used words to that effect, that they should
“ be treated as traitors, if their army was defeated,
“ when he did not approve the advice that was
“ given by the lieutenant general; which would
“ have exposed the army to greater hazard, than he
“ thought seasonable in that conjuncture, in the
“ middle of the winter, to expose it to.” He then
recriminated Cromwell, ¢ that, at another time,
“ Cromwell discoursing freely with him of the state
“ of the kingdom, and proposing somewhat to be
“ done,” the earl had answered, ¢ that ‘the parlia-
“ ment would never approve it :” to which Cromwell
presently replied, ¢ My lord, if you will stick firm to
“ honest men, you shall find yourself in the head of
¢ an army, that shall give the law to king and par-
¢ liament : which discourse, he said, made great im-
¢ pression in him; for he knew the lieutenant ge-
“ neral to be a man of very deep designs; and there-
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“ fore he was the more careful to preserve an army,
“ which he yet thought was very faithful to the par-
¢ liament.” ! '

- This discourse startled those who had always an.
aversion to Cromwell, and had observed the fierce~
ness of his nature, and the language he commonly
used when there was any mention of peace; so that
they desired that this matter might be throughly
examined, and brought to judgment. But the other
side put all obstructions in the way, and rather
chose to lose the advantage they had against the
earl of Manchester, than to have the other matter
examined ; which would unavoidably have made
some discoveries they were not? yet ready to pro-
duce. However the animosities increased, and the
parties appeared barefaced against each other; which
augmented ¢ the distractions, and divided the city
as well as the parliament; and new opinions started
up in religion, which made more subdivisions; and
new terms and distinctions were brought into dis-
course ; and fanatics were now first brought into ap-
pellation : which kind of confusions exceedingly dis-
posed men of any sober understanding to wish for
peace ; though none knew how to bring the mention
of it into the parliament.

The Scottish commissioners were as jealous and
as unsatisfied as any other party; and found, since
the battle of York, neither their army nor them-
selves so much considered as before, nor conditions ¢
performed towards them with any punctuality. They
had long had jealousy of Cromwell and sir Henry
Vane, and all that party ; which they saw increased

b they were not] which they ¢ augmented] increased
were not 4 conditions] any conditions

BOOK
VIIL.
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BoOK every day, and grew powerful in the parliament, in
" the council, and in the city. Their sacred vow and
1644, covenant was mentioned with less reverence and re-
spect, and the independents, which comprehended
many sects in religion, spake publicly against it; of
which party Cromwell and Vane were the leaders,
with very many of their ¢ clergymen, who were the
most popular preachers, and f in the assembly of di-
vines had great authority : so that the Scots plainly
perceived, that though they had gone as far towards
the destruction of the church of England as they de-
sired, they should never be able to establish their
presbyterian government ; without which they should
lose all their credit in their own country, and all
their interest in England. They discerned likewise,
that there was a purpose, if that party prevailed, to
change the whole frame of the government, as well
civil as ecclesiastical, and to reduce the monarchy to
a republic; which was as far from the end and pur-
pose of that nation, as to restore episcopacy. So that
they saw no way to prevent the mischief and con-
fusion that would fall out, but by a peace; which
they begun ¢ heartily to wish, and to conspire with
those of that party which most desired to bring it to
pass; but how to set a treaty on foot, they knew
not.

The house of peers, three or four men excepted,
wished it, but had no power to compass it. In the
house of commons, there were enough who would
have been very glad of it, but had not the courage
to propose it. They who had an inward aversion
from it, and were resolved to prevent it by all possi-

¢ of their] Not in MS. f and] and who ¢ begun] began
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ble means, wrought upon many of the other to be- BoOK
lieve, ¢ that they would accept of a proposition for hic-.
“ g treaty, if the king desired it; but that it would 1644
“ be dishonourable, and of very pernicious conse-

“ quence to the nation, if the parliament first pro-

¢ posed it.” So that it seemed evident, that if any

of the party which did in truth desire peace, should
propose it to the parliament, it would be rejected;

and rejected upon the point of honour, by many of

those who in their hearts prayed for it.

They tried their old friends of the city, who had
served their turns so often, and set some of them to
get hands to a petition, by which the parliament
should be moved “ to send to the king to treat of
“ peace.” But that design was no sooner known, *
but others of an opposite party were appointed to
set a counter petition on foot, by which they should
“ disclaim any consent to,? or approbation of, the
“ other petition ; not that they did not desire peace
“ as much as their neighbours,” (nobody was yet ar-
rived at the impudence to profess against peace,)
“ but that they would not presume to move the par-
“ liament in it, because they knew, their wisdom
“ knew best the way to obtain it, and would do
“ what was necessary and fit towards it; to which
“ they wholly left it.”

This ! petition found more countenance among the
magistrates, the mayor, and aldermen; sir Henry
Vane having diligently provided, that men of his
own principles and inclinations should be brought
into the government of the city; of which he saw
they should always have great need, even in order

" to,] Not in MS. " This] And this
VOL. V. C




18 THE HISTORY

BOOK to keep the parliament well disposed. So that they:

VIII.

1644.

who did in truth desire any reasonable peace, found
the way to it so difficult, and that it was impossible
to prevail with the two houses to propose it to the
king, that they resolved, “ it could only rise from
“ his majesty; and to that purpose they should all
“ labour with their several friends at Oxford, to in-
“ cline the king to send a message to the parlia-
“ ment, to offer a treaty of peace in any place where
“ they should appoint ; and then they would all run
¢ the utmost hazard before it should be rejected.”
The independent party, (for under that style and
appellation they now acted, and owned themselves,)
which feared and abhorred all motions towards
peace, were in as great straits as the other, how to
carry on their designs. They were resolved to have
no more to do with either of their generals, but how
to lay them aside was the difficulty ¥ ; especially the
earl of Essex, who had been so entirely their founder,
that they owed not more to the power and reputa-
tion of parliament, than to his sole name and credit :
the being able to raise an army, and conducting it
to fight against the king, was purely due to him, and
the effect of his power. And now to put such an
affront upon him, and to think of another general,
must appear the highest ingratitude, and might pro-
voke the army itself, where he was still exceedingly
beloved ; and to continue him in that trust, was to
betray their own designs, and to render them im-
practicable. Therefore, till they could find some ex-
pedient to explicate and disentangle themselves out
of this labyrinth, they made no advance towards the

k was the difficulty] Omitted in MS.
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recruiting or supplying their armies, nor to provide BOOK
for any winter expedition; only they sent Waller
out, with such troops towards the west, as they
cared not for, and resolved to use their service no
more.

They knew not how to propose the great altera-
tions, they intended, to the parliament; and of all
men, the Scotch commissioners were mot to be
trusted. In the end, they resolved to pursue the
method in which they had been hitherto so success-
ful, and to prepare and ripen things in the church,
that they might afterwards in due time grow to
maturity in the parliament. They agreed therefore
in the houses, (and in those combinations they were
always unanimous,) « that they would have a solemn
“ fast-day, in which they would seek God,” (which
was the new phrase they brought from Scotland
with their covenant,) “ and desire his assistance, to
¢ lead them out of the perplexities they were in :” and
they did as readily agree in the nomination of the
preachers who were to perform that exercise, and
who were more trusted in the deepest designs, than
most of those who named them were: for there was
now a schism among their clergy, as well as the
laity, and the independents were the bolder and
more political men.

When the fast-day came, (which was observed for
eight or ten hours together in the churches,) the
preachers prayed “ the parliament might be inspired
“ with those thoughts, as might contribute to their
“ honour and reputation; and that they might pre-
“ serve that opinion the nation had of their honesty
“and integrity, and be without any selfish ends, or
“ seeking their own benefit and advantage.” After

c 2

1644.




BOOK
VIII.

1644.

20 THE HISTORY

this preparation by their prayers, the preachers, let
their texts be what they would, told them very
plainly, “ that it was no wonder there was such di-
“ vision among them in their counsels, when there
“ was no union in their hearts: that the parliament
“ lay under many reproaches, not only among their
“ enemies, but with their best friends; who were
“the more out of countenance, because they found
¢ that the aspersions and imputations which their
“ enemies had laid upon them were so well grounded,
“ that they could not wipe them off': that there was
“ as great pride, as great ambition, as many private
“ ends, and as little zeal and affection for the public,
‘ as they had ever imputed to the court : that, whilst
“.they pretended, at the public cost, and out of the
“ purses of the poor people, to make a general re-
“formation, their chief care was! to grow great and
“ rich themselves; and that both the city and king-
“ dom took notice, with great anxiety of mind, that
¢ all the offices of the army, and all the profitable
“ offices of the kingdom, were in the hands of the
“ members of the two houses of parliament; who,
“ whilst the nation grew poor, as it must needs do
“ under such insupportable taxes, grew very rich;
“ and would, in a short time, get all the money of the
¢ kingdom into their hands; and that it could not
“ reasonably be expected, that such men, who got so
“ much, and enriched themselves to that degree, by
s the continuance of the war, would heartily pursue
¢ those ways which would put an end to it ; the end
“ whereof must put an end to their exorhitant pro-
“fit.” When™ they had exaggerated these re-

! their chief care was] they m When] And when
took great care
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proaches as pathetically as they could, and the sense B 60 K
the people generally had of the corruption of it, even :
to a despair of ever seeing an end of the calamities 1od4.
they sustained, or having any prospect of that re-
formation in church and state, which they had so

often and so solemnly promised to effect, they fell

again to their prayers, “ that God would take his

“ own work into his hand; and if the instruments

“ he had already employed were not worthy to bring

“ so glorious a design to a conclusion, that he would

“ inspire others more fit, who might perfect what

“ was begun, and bring the trouble of the nation to

“ a godly period.”

When the two houses met together, the next day aster a

after these devout animadversions, there was another 3:;;] A
spirit appeared in the looks of many of them. Sir el

proposed a

Henry Vane told them, « if ever God had appeared isf‘g‘g:(;‘i{-
“ to them, it was in the exercise of yesterday; and nance.
“ that it appeared, it proceeded from God, because

“ (as he was credibly informed by many, who had

“ been auditors in other congregations) the same la-

“ mentations and discourses had been made in all

“ other churches, as the godly preachers had made

¢ before them; which could therefore proceed only

“ from the immediate Spirit of God.” He repeated
some things which had been said, upon which he
was best prepared to enlarge; and besought them

“ to remember their obligations to God, and to their

“ country; and that they would free themselves
“{from those just reproaches; which they could do
“no otherwise, than by divesting themselves of all

“ offices and charges, that might bring in the least

“ advantage and profit to themselves; by which only

“ they could make it appear, that they were public-

c3
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BOOK ¢ hearted men; and as they paid all taxes and im-

VIII.

1644.

¢ positions with the rest of the nation, so they gave
¢ up all their time to their country’s service, with-
« out any reward or gratuity.”

He told them, ¢ that the reflections of yesterday,
“ none of which had ever entered upon his spirit be-
¢ fore, had raised another reflection in him than had
¢ been mentioned ; which was, that it had been often
“ taken notice of, and objected by the king himself,
“ that the numbers of the members of parliament,
“ who sat in either house, were too few to give re-
“ putation to acts of so great moment, as were trans-
“ acted in their councils; which, though it was no
“ fault of theirs, who kept their proper stations, but
“ of those who had deserted their places, and their
“ trusts, by being absent from the parliament; yet
“ that, in truth, there were too many absent, though
“1in the service of the house, and by their appoint-
“ ment; and if all the members were obliged to at-
“ tend the service of the parliament, in the parlia-
“ ment, it would bring great reputation to their num-
“ bers, and the people would pay more reverence,
“and yield a fuller obedience to their commands :”
and then concluded, “ that he was ready to accuse
¢ himself for one of those who gained by an office he
“ had; and though he was possessed of it before the
“ beginning of the troubles, and owed it not to the
“ favour of the parliament,” (for he had been joined
with sir William Russel in the treasurership of the
navy, by the king’s grant,) “ yet he was ready to lay
“ it down, to be disposed of by the parliament; and
¢ wished, that the profits thereof might be applied
“ towards the support of the war.”

‘When the ice was thus broke, Oliver Cromwell,
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who had not yet arrived at the faculty of speaking BooK
with decency and temper, commended the preachers -
“ for having dealt plainly and impartially, and told 1644
“ them of their faults, which they had been so un-
“ willing to hear of: that there were many things,
¢ upon which he had never reflected before, yet upon
“ revolving what had been said, he could not but
“ confess, that all was very true; and till there were
“ a perfect reformation in those particulars which
“ had beerr recommended to them, nothing would
“ prosper that they took in hand: that the parlia-
“ ment had done very wisely, in the entrance into
“ the war, to engage many members of their own in
“ the most dangerous parts of it, that the nation
“ might see that they did not intend to embark
“ them in perils of war, whilst themselves sat se-
“ curely at home out of gunshot, but would march
“ with them where the danger most threatened ; and
* those honourable persons, who had exposed them-
“ selves this way, had merited so much of their coun-
“ try, that their memories should be held in per-
¢ petual veneration; and whatsoever should be well
“ done after them, would be always imputed to their
‘“ example : but, that God had so blessed their army,
“ that there had grown up with it, and under it, very
“ many excellent officers, who were fitter ® for much
“ greater charges than they were now possessed of';”
and desired them “ not to be terrified with an ima-
“ gination, that if the highest offices were vacant,
“ they should® not be able to put as fit men into
“ them; for, besides that it was not good to put so
“much trust in any arm of flesh, as to think such a

o fitter] fit - ° should] would
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“ cause as this depended upon any one man, he did
“ take upon him to assure them, that they had offi-
“ cers in their army, who were fit to be generals in
¢ any enterprise in Christendom.”

He said ¢ he thought nothing so necessary as to
¢ purge and vindicate the parliament from the par-
“ tiality towards their own members;” and made a
proffer to lay down his commission of command in
the army; and desired, “ that an ordinance might
“ be prepared, by which it might be made unlawful
“ for any member of either house of parliament to
“ hold any office or command in the army, or any
¢ place or employment? in the state;” and so con-
cluded with an enlargement upon * the vices and
¢ corruptions which were gotten into the army ; the
« profaneness, and impiety, and absence of all reli-
“ gion ; the drinking and gaming, and all manner of
“ licence, and laziness;” and said plainly, ¢ that till
“ the whole army were new modelled, and governed
“ under a stricter discipline, they must not expect
“ any notable success in any thing they went about.”

This 9 debate ended in appointing a committee,
“ to prepare an ordinance for the exclusion of all
“ members from the trust aforesaid;” which took up
much debate, and depended very long before it was
brought to a conclusion; and in the end was called
the self-denying ordinance ; the driving on of which
exceedingly increased the inclination of the other
party to peace; which they did now foresec would
only prevent their own ruins, in that of the king-
dom.

Advice came from so many several hands to Ox-

)

? employment] employment of profit 9 This] And this
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ford, that the king should send a message to the
houses for peace, with an assurance that it would
not be rejected, that his majesty (who still appre-
hended as great a division among his own friends
upon the conditions of peace, out of the universal
weariness of the war, as he discerned there was
among his enemies upon the emulation in command,
or differences in religion) entered upon the consi-
deration how to bring it to pass. The members of
parliament were still sitting at Oxford: but they at
London who were most desirous of peace, had given
warning to avoid that rock; and that their names
should never be mentioned ; which would have pro-
cured an union between the most irreconcileable par-
ties, in throwing out such overtures. On the other
side, the sending a bare message, by a trumpet, was
not probably like to produce any other effect, than
an insolent answer in the same way, or no answer at
all, as his two or three last messages had done.

In conclusion, the king resolved that there should
be a short message drawn; in which “ the continu-
“ ance of the war, and the mischiefs it brought upon
“ the kingdom, should be lamented: and* his desire
¢ expressed, that some reasonable conditions of peace
“ might be thought upon; assuring them that his
“ majesty would be willing to consent to any thing,
“ that could consist with his conscience and ho-
“ nour.” He resolved, that he would send this mes-
sage by some persons of condition ; who might, upon
conference with their friends, be able to make some
impression ; at least discover what might be reason-

ably expected. And if the parliament should refuse

* and] and therefore
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to grant a safe conduct for such messengers, it might
well be presumed, what reception the message itself
was like to find. The persons he resolved to send,
were the duke of Richmond, and the earl of South-
ampton ; both of unblemished honour, and of general
reputation in the kingdom. So a trumpet was sent
to the earl of Essex for a safe guard, or pass, to
those two lords; to the end they might deliver a
message from the king to the two houses concerning
a treaty of peace. To which the earl of Essex only
answered, ¢ that he would acquaint the houses with
“ jt, and return their answer;’ and so dismissed the
trumpet.

The king had now done his part; and the rest
was to be perfected there. They who were resolved
never to admit a peace, though they could not still
prevent a treaty, thought they had advantage enough
to object against this unusual message : * If the mes-
“ sage itself had been sent, they might have judged,
“ whether it had been like to be attended with good
“ success, and so might have accepted a treaty, if
“ they had approved of it; but this sending of mes-
« sengers before they knew what they would bring,
“ was an invention to begin a treaty before they ad-
“ mitted it; and to send enemies into their quarters,
“ with authority to scatter their poison abroad :” and
therefore, with great passion, they pressed,  that no
“ such pass should be sent.” On the other hand it
was, with equal passion, alleged, * that the refusal
“ of the safe conduct was a total rejection of peace,
« before they understood upon what terms it would
“ be offered; which the people would take very ill
“ from them, and conclude that the war must con-
“ tinue for ever; they therefore wished that a safe
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“ guard might be sent without delay, and that they B 00K
¢« would have a better opinion of their friends, than
“ to in{agine that the presence or power of two
% men, how considerable soever, would be able to
“ corrupt or pervert their affections from the parlia-
“ ment.”

In this opinion the Scottish commissioners like-
wise concurred; so that the other party found it
necessary to consent, and the safe conduct, after
many debates, was sent accordingly. But that they
might not seem to their friends abroad to be over-
powered, they revenged themselves in pursuing the
despatch of their self-denying ordinance with great
vehemence ; and because the effect of that was ma-
nifestly that they should be without a general, it
was already proposed, * that sir Thomas Fairfax” e ey
(who had behaved himself so signally in their ser-jroposed in
vice in the defeat of colonel Bellasis, and taking him 5" o

of com-

prisoner, which gave them their first footing in™moms fobe
Yorkshire, from their being shut up and besieged in seneral.
Hull; in the overthrow of the lord Byron, and tak-

ing all the Irish regiments; and lastly in the late
battle at York, where he had turned the fortune of

the day, when the Scots army was routed, and their
general fled) “ might now be made their general;”

for which Oliver Cromwell assured them he was

very equal. In® the discourses upon this subject,
(which found all opposition,) as the service of the

carl of Essex was much magnified, and his merit
extolled, by those who desired to have no other ge-
neral, so it was undervalued and depressed, with
some bitterness and contumely, by those who be-

1644,
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Book lieved that all they could do would be to no pur-

VIIL :
pose, if he were not totally excluded from any

1644. power.
The duke  About® the beginning of December, the duke of
n;lond and Richmond and the earl of Southampton, upon their
Enf,fﬁ‘in‘;f pass, went from Oxford to London; where they
1on sent* were advised not to go much abroad, lest the people

e torw>should be apt to do them injury ; and very few had
treaty.  the courage to come to them, except with great pri-
vacy. Only the Scottish commissioners, as men in
sovereign authority, and independent upon the par-
liament, made no scruple of visiting them, and being
visited by them. The houses did not presently
agree upon the manner of their reception, how they
should deliver their message; in which there had
been before no difficulty, whilst the war was carried
on only by the authority of the parliament. Here-
tofore * the message being delivered to either house,
was quickly communicated to the other; but now
the Scottish commissioners made a third estate, and
the message was directed to them as well as to the
houses. In the end it was resolved, ¢ that there
“ should be a conference between the two houses in
¢ the painted chamber; at which the Scottish com-
 missioners should be present, and sit on one side
“ of the table; and that the upper end of it should
“ be kept for the king’s messengers:” where there
was a seat provided for them, all the rest being
bare, and expecting that they would be so too: for
though the lords used to be covered whilst the com-
mons were bare, yet the commons would not be
bare before the Scottish commissioners; and so none

t About] Shortly after v Heretofore] Then
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were covered. But as soon as the two lords came BCOK
thither, they covered, to the trouble of the other; b v
but, being presently to speak, they were quickly 1544
freed from that eyesore.

The two* lords used very few words, in letting
them know the king’s great inclinations to peace;
and delivered and read their message to that pur-
pose; which was received by the lords without any
other expressions than  that they should report it
“ to the houses;” and so the meeting broke up: and
then many of the lords, and some of the commons,
passed some compliments and ceremony to the two
lords, according to the acquaintance they had with
them, and found opportunities to see them in pri-
vate, or to send confiding? persons to them. By
which means, * they found there were great divi-
sions among them, and upon points that would ad-
mit no reconciliation: and therefore they believed
that there would be a treaty of peace; but they
could not make any such guess of the moderation of
the conditions of the peace, as to conclude that it
would be with effect. For they that most desired
the peace, and would have been glad to have had it
upon any terms, durst not own that they wished it,
but upon the highest terms of honour and security
for the parliament; which could neither be secure
nor honourable for the king. They discovered, that
they who did heartily wish the peace, did intend to
promote a treaty between persons named by the
king and persons named by the parliament, to meet
at some third place, and not to ® send commissioners

* two] Not in MS. MS.

¥ confiding] confident 2 and not to] and not that
* By which means,] Not in they should
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BOOK to Oxford to treat with the king himself; which
. they had already found to be ineffectual, and not
1644.  more likely now > to produce a better end: whereas
they did believe, or seemed to believe, that how un-
reasonable soever the propositions should be, upon
which they treated, they would, by yielding to some
things, when they refused others, sooner prevail with
the houses to mollify their demands, than at first to -
reform them.

This method was not ungrateful to the two lords;
who had the same conceptions, that, if sober men
were named for commissioners, somewhat would re-
sult from the freedom of their communication. And
the duke of Richmond sent his secretary Web ex-
pressly to Oxford, to know the king’s pleasure,
 whether, if a third place were proposed for com-
“ missioners on both sides to meet, they should con-
“ sent to it ?” which his majesty (though he had no
mind to trust others, but where himself was present)
was persuaded to approve. But all this was but
discourse, and private wishes: for it was never
brought into debate; and it was told them very
plainly, ¢ that, as long as they stayed in town, the
‘“ houses would never so much as confer upon the
“ subject of their message; because they found it
“ would be matter of great debate, and spend much
“ time ; during which they did not desire their com-
“ pany, nor to be troubled with their infusions.”
And therefore, as soon as they had received the
king’s message, they proceeded upon their trial of
the archbishop of Canterbury before both houses of
parliament, upon an impeachment of high treason,

b more likely now] like
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resolving- likewise to give that evidence to the peo- BoOK
ple, of what inclination ¢ they had to make a peace
with the king. The two lords, observing this af- 1644
fected delay in the business they were sent about,

and being advised by their friends not to stay longer,

but to expect the determination to be sent to Ox-

ford, returned to the king, with some confidence

that a treaty would be consented to; and that it
would be at some third place, and not at Oxford,

and less at London, by commissioners which should

be agreed on by both sides. But they brought an
express desire, and even a condition to the king,

from all those with whom they had conferred, and

who were the chief persons who advanced the treaty,

% that, if that which they laboured for should be

“ yielded to by the parliament, his majesty would

‘“ not name a person” (whom they mentioned to the
king) ¢ <« for one of his commissioners; for that he

“ was so odious, that they would absolutely decline

“ the treaty, before they would admit him to be one

“ of the treaters.”

It was, as is said before, a very sad omen to the The trial of
treaty, that, after they had received the king’s mes-yien of
sage by those noble lords, and before they returned g:r“}f”
any answer to it, they proceeded in the trial of the
archbishop of Canterbury; who had lain prisoner in
the Tower, from the beginning of the parliament,
about ¢ four years, without any prosecution till this
time. Now f they brought him to the bars of both
houses ; charging him with several articles of high
treason; which, if all that was alleged against him

¢ inclination] resolution in MS. the lord Digby
_ % a person (whom they men- € about] full
tioned to the king)] Originally f Now] when
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BooKk had been true, could not have made him guilty of

VI treason. They accused him “ of a design to bring

1644. <« in popery, and of having correspondence with the

“ pope,” and such like particulars, as the consciences

of his greatest enemies absolved him from. No man

was a greater or abler enemy to popery; no man a

more resolute and devout son of the church of Eng-

land. He was prosecuted by lawyers, assigned to

that purpose, out of those, who from their own an-

tipathy to the church and bishops, or from some

disobligations received from him, were sure to bring

passion, animosity, and malice enough of their own;

what evidence soever they had from others. And

they did treat him with all the rudeness, reproach,

and barbarity imaginable; with which his judges
were not displeased.

He defended himself with great and undaunted
courage, and less passion than was expected from
his constitution ; answered all their objections with
clearness and irresistible reason; and convinced all
impartial & men of his integrity, and his detestation
of all treasonable intentions. So that though few
excellent men have ever had fewer friends to their
persons, yet all reasonable men absolved him from
any foul crime that the law could take notice of,
and punish. However, when they had said all they
could against him, and he all for himself that need
to be said, and no such crime appearing, as the
lords, as the supreme court of judicatory, would

I take upon them to judge him to be worthy of death,
demned by they resorted to their legislative power, and by or-

nor> dinance of parliament, as they called it, that is, by

8 impartial] Not in MS.
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a determination of those members who sat in the
houses, (whereof in the house of peers there were
not above twelve,) they appointed him to be put to
death, as guilty of high treason. The first time
that two houses of parliament had ever assumed
that jurisdiction, or that ever ordinance had been
made to such a purpose, nor could any rebellion be
more against the law, than that murderous act.
When the first mention was made of their mon-
strous purpose, of bringing the archbishop to a trial
for his life, the chancellor of the exchequer, who
had always a great reverence and affection for him,
had spoken to the king of it, and proposed to him,
“ that in all events, there might be a pardon pre-
“ pared, and sent to him, under the great scal of
“ England; to the end, if they proceeded against
“ him in any form of law, he might plead the king’s
“ pardon ; which must be allowed by all who pre-
“ tended to be governed by the law; but if they
“ proceeded in a martial, or any other extraordinary
“ way, without any form of law, his majesty should
¢ declare his justice and affection to an old faithful
“ servant, whom he much esteemed, in having done
“ all towards his preservation that was in his power
“to do.” The king was wonderfully pleased with
the proposition; and took from thence occasion to
commend the piety and virtue of the archbishop,
with extraordinary affection; and commanded the
chancellor of the exchequer to cause the pardon to
be prepared, ® and his majesty would sign and seal it
with all possible secrecy; which at that time was

necessary. Whereupon the chancellor sent for sir

h prepared,] drawn,
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BooK Thomas Gardiner the king’s solicitor, and told him
VI the king’s pleasure ; upon which he presently drew i
1644, the pardon, which * was signed and sealed with the
great seal of England, and carefully sent, and de-
livered into the archbishop’s own hand, before he
was brought to his trial; who received it with great
joy, as it was a testimony of the king’s gracious af-
fection to him, and care of him, without any opinion
that they who endeavoured to take away the king’s
life, would preserve his by his majesty’s authority.
When the archbishop’s council had perused the
pardon, and considered that all possible exceptions
would be taken to it, though they should not reject
it, they found, that the impeachment was not so
distinctly set down in the pardon as it ought to be;
which could not be helped at Oxford, because they
had no copy of it; and therefore had supplied it
with all those general expressions, as, in any court
of law, would make the pardon valid against any
exceptions the king’s own council could make
against it. Hereupon, the archbishop had, by the
same messenger, returned the pardon again to the
chancellor, with such directions and copies as were
necessary ; upon which it was perfected accordingly,
and delivered safely again to him, and was in his
hands during the whole time of his trial. So when
his trial was over, and the ordinance passed for his
execution,! and he called and asked, according to
custom in criminal proceedings, “ what he could say
“ more, why he should not suffer death?” he told
them, ¢ that he had the king’s gracious pardon,
“ which he pleaded, and tendered to them, and de-

i drew] prepared ! for his execution,] for the
k which] and it cutting off his head,
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“ sired that it might be allowed.” Whereupon he BOOK
was sent to the Tower, and the pardon read in both .
houses ; where, without any long debate, it was de-
clared * to be of no effect, and that the king could
“ not pardon a judgment of parliament.” And so, St
without troubling themselves farther, they gave or-peded.
der for his beheading;™ which he underwent with
all Christian courage and magnanimity, to the ad-
miration of the beholders, and confusion of his ene-
mies. Much hath been “said of the person of this
great prelate before, of his great endowments, and
natural infirmities; to which shall be added no
more in this place, (his memory deserving a parti-
cular celebration,) than that his learning, piety, and
virtue, have been attained by very few, and the
greatest of his infirmities are common to all, even to
the best men.

When they had despatched this important work,
and thereby received a new instance of the good af-
fection and courage of their friends, and involved the
two houses in fresh guilt and obloquy, (for too many
concurred in it, without considering the heinousness
of it, and only to keep their credit clear and entire,
whereby they might with the more authority advance
the peace that was desired,) they now enter upon the
debate, “what answer they should send the king,
“ concerning a treaty for peace.” They who desired
to advance it, hoped thereby to put an end to all the
designs of new modelling the army, and to prevent
the increase of those factions in religion, which every
day broke out among them, to the notorious scandal
of Christianity. They who had no mind to a treaty,

1644.
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BOOK because they had minds averse from all thoughts of
biaes: peace, discerned plainly, that they should not be able
1644. ¢ finish their design upon the army, and set many
other devices on foot, which would contribute to their.
convenience, until this longed-for treaty were at an
end; and therefore they all agreed to give some con-
clusion to it; and resolved, that there should be a
treaty, and upon the method that should be observed
in the conducting it; from which they who should
be employed by them, should not recede or be di-
verted.
The two Then ™ they nominated sixteen commissioners for
houses .
agree toa  the two houses, and four for the parliament of Scot-.
Usbridge, land, and named Uxbridge for the place where the
treaty should be; which treaty should be limited to
be finished within twenty days from the time when
it should begin.
Upon this conclusion, they sent their answer to
the message they had received from the king by a
trumpet, in a letter from their general to the king’s
general ; in which they informed his majesty, ¢ that,
“ out of their passionate desire of peace, they had
“ agreed to his proposition for a treaty; and that
“ they had assigned Uxbridge for the place where it
¢ should be; and had appointed the earl of Northum-
“ berland, the earl of Pembroke, the earl of Salishury,
¢ and the earl of Denbigh, of the house of peers;
* and of the commons, the lord Wainman, Mr. Pier-
“ point, Mr. Hollis, Mr. Saint-John,” (whom they
called the king’s solicitor general,) “sir Henry Vane
“ the younger, Mr. Whitlock, Mr. Crew, and Mr.
“ Prideaux; and for the kingdom of Scotland, the
“lord Lowden, chancellor of Scotland, the lord

n Then] And then
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« Maitland,” (who, by the death of his father, be-
came earl of Lauderdale by the time of the treaty,)
“ sir Charles Erskin, and one Mr. Barclay, to be
¢ their commissioners ; together with Mr. Alexander
'« Henderson, in matters only which relate to the
¢ church; to treat, upon the particulars they had
“ intrusted them with, with such persons, as his ma-
“ jesty should please to nominate; for all whom a
« safe conduct should be sent, as soon as his majesty
“ had named them; as they desired his majesty’s
¢ safe conduct for the persons named by them:” to
none of which the king took any exception, but
signed their pass; and sent word to the houses,

BOOK
VIII1.

1644,

‘ that he accepted the treaty, and the place, and The king

¢ that he had nominated, as commissioners for him,
¢ the duke of Richmond, the marquis of Hertford,
“ the earl of Southampton, the earl of Kingston, the
“ carl of Chichester, the lord Capel, the lord Sey-
“ mour, the lord Hatton, controller of the king’s
¢ household ; the lord Colepepper, master of the
“ rolls; sir Edward Hyde, chancellor of the exche-
“ quer; sir Edward Nicholas, principal sccretary of
“ state ; sir Richard Lane, lord chief baron of his
¢ court of exchequer; sir Thomas Gardiner, his ma-
¢ jesty’s solicitor general; sir Orlando Bridgman,
“ attorney of his court of wards; Mr. John Ashburn-
¢ ham, and Mr. Geoffry Palmer; and desired that a
¢ safe conduct might be sent for them, as his majesty
“ had sent for the others; and they should then be
“ ready, at the day that was set down, at Uxbridge.”

When this was returned to Westminster, there
arose new disputes upon the persons named by the
king, or rather against the additions, and appella-
tions of title, which were made to their names; for
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BooK they did not except against the persons of any° of
VI them, though several ? were most ungracious to
1644, them. A

When the lord keeper Littleton had fled from
Westminster, upon his majesty’s commands to attend
him at York, the two houses had, in their fury, de-
clared, ¢ that nothing which should, from that time,
¢ pass under the great seal, should be good and va-
¢ lid, but void and null.” This? they did to discre-
dit any commission, which they foresaw might issue
out for their conviction, trial, and attainder: and, in
some time after, they had caused a great seal to be
made with the king’s image, for the despatch of the
necessary process in law, and proceedings in courts
of justice; which seal was committed by them to
some of their members, who had sat in the chancery,
and transacted the business of that court, and ap-
plied the seal to all those uses and purposes it had
been accustomed unto. They found this declaration
and ordinance of theirs invaded in this message they
had now received from the king. The lord Duns-
more had beent created earl of Chichester ; sir Chris-
topher Hatton, lord Hatton; sir John Colepepper,
lord Colepepper, with the addition of master of the
rolls ; which office they had bestowed upon Lenthall
their speaker, who was in possession of it; sir Ed-
ward Hyde was declared chancellor of the exchequer;
which, though it was an office they had not meddled
with bestowing, yet it had passed the great seal, af-
ter it came into the king’s hands. Sir Thomas Gar-
diner was made the king’s solicitor ; and the patent
formerly granted to their beloved Saint-John, stood

° any] either 9 This] Which
P several] many * had been] was
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revoked, which they would not endure, having, as is BOOK
said, annexed that title to his name when they men-
tioned him as a commissioner for their treaty. They
had the same exception to the chief baron, and to
the attorney of the wards; both which offices were
in the possession of men more in their favour.

After long debate, they were contented to insert
their names in their safe conduct, without their ho-
nours or offices; and they were so angry with the
chancellor of the exchequer, that they had no mind
that he should be styled a knight, because he was
not so when he left the parliament : but the Scottish
commissioners prevailed in that point, since they had
not yet pretended to take away the use of the king’s
sword from him; so they allowed him, by a majority
of votes, to be a knight, and sent their safe conduct,
in the maunner as is mentioned, to Oxford: upon
which the king, ats the desire of the persons con-
cerned, forbore to insist; but giving them still in his
own pass, and in his commission whereby they were
authorized to treat,t the style and appellation which
belonged to them, and which must be allowed by the
others before they begun to treat. The style of their
pass was not thought worthy any reply ; and because
there was private advice® given at the same time,
“ that they would not, when they met at the treaty,
“ consider any authority that qualified the king’s
‘¢ commissioners * to treat, but only what should be
“ under the king’s sign-manual,” though they would
not have takenvy that for a sufficient warrant for
themselves to treat with the king’s enemies; at last

1644.
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the king’s commissioners ” were contented, together
with a commission under the great seal of England,
to take another likewise with them in that form, and
only under the sign-manual, as was desired.

About the end of January, or the beginning of
February, the commissioners on both sides met at
Uxbridge ; which being within the enemy’s quarters,

the king’s commissioners were to have such accom-

modations, as the other thought fit to leave to them;
who had been very civil in the distribution, and left
one entire side of the town to the king’s commis-
sioners, one house only excepted, which was given
to the earl of Pembroke; so that they had no cause
to complain of their accommodation, which was as
good as the town would yield, and as good as the
other had. There was a good * house at the end of the
town, which was provided for the treaty, where was
a fair room in the middle of the house, handsomely ®
dressed up for the commissioners to sit in; a large
square table being placed in the middle, with ¢ seats
for the commissioners, one side being sufficient for
those of either party, and a rail for others who
should be thought necessary to be present, which
went round. There were many other rooms on
either side of this great room, for the commissioners
on either side to retire to, when they thought fit to
consult by themselves, ¢ and to return again to the
public debate ; and there being good stairs at either
end of the house, they never went through each
other’s quarters ; nor met, but in the great room.

zat last the king’s commis- handsomely
sioners] they ¢ with] and some

3 oood] fair 4 by themselves,] together,
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As soon as the king’s commissioners came to the
town, all those of the parliament came to visit and
to welcome them, and, within an hour, those of the
king’s returned their visits with usual ¢ civilities ;
each professing great desire and hope, that the
treaty would produce a good peace. The first f visits
were all together, and in one room; the Scots being
in the same room with the English. Each party
eat ¢ always together, there being two great inns
which served very well to that purpose. The duke
of Richmond, being steward of his majesty’s house,
kept his table there for all the king’s commissioners :
nor was there any restrained from giving and re-
ceiving visits apart, as their acquaintance and incli-
nations disposed them ; in which those of the king’s
party used their accustomed freedom, as heretofore.
But on the other side there was great wariness and
reservedness, and so great a jealousy of each other,
that they had no mind to give or receive visits to or
from their old friends, whom they loved better than
their new. Nor would any of them be seen alone
with any of the king’s commissioners, but had always
one of their companions with them, and sometimes
one whom they least trusted. It was observed by
the town, and the people that flocked thither, that
the king’s commissioners looked as if they were at
home, and governed the town, and the other as if
they were not in their own quarters: and the truth
is, they had not that alacrity and serenity of mind,
as men use to have who do not believe themselves
to be in a fault.

. The king’s commissioners would willingly have

¢ usual] ordinary ¢ Each party eat] either party
f first] Not in MS. eating
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performed their devotions in the church, nor was
there any restraint upon them from doing so, that is,
by inhibition from the parliament, otherwise than
that by the parliament’s ordinance (as they called it)
the Book of Common Prayer was not permitted to
be read, nor the vestures nor ceremonies of the
church to be used. So that the days of devotion
were observed in their great room of the inn;
whither many of the country, and the train of the
commissioners, and other persons, who came every
day from London, usually resorted.

When the commissioners on both sides met first
together in the room appointed for the treaty, and
had taken their seats, it being left to the king’s com-
missioners which side of the table they would take,
the earl of Northumberland, who always delivered
any thing that was agreed between them, and read
all the papers, (after the powers of both sides were
examined and perused,) proposed some rules to be

‘observed in the treaty; « as™ of having nothing

¢ binding, unless® all were agreed upon,” and such
like; to which there was no objection ; and offered,*
as a direction they had received from the parliament,
“ that they should first enter upon the matter of re-
¢ ligion, and treat three! entire days upon that sub-
s ject, without entering upon any other; and if all
“ differences in that particular were not adjusted
“ within those days, they should then proceed to the
“ next point, which was the militia; and observe
“ the same method in that, and from thence pass to
“ the business of Ireland; which three points being
“ well settled, they believed the other differences

h as) Not in MS. * and offered,] proposed,
! unless] except ! three] four
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« would be with more ease composed: and after BOOK
“ those nine™ days were passed, they were to go bt
“ round again upon the several subjects, as long as
¢ the time limited would continue: his majesty be-
« ing left at liberty to propose what he thought fit,
s at his own time, and to change™ the method pro-
¢ posed.” It° was declared, « that the twenty days,
“ limited for the treaty, were to be reckoned of the
“ days which should be spent in the treaty, and not
“ the days of coming or returning, or the days spent
“ in devotion ;” there falling out three Sundays and
a? fast-day in those® twenty days. The method
was willingly consented to ; the king’s commissioners
conceiving it would be to no purpose to propose any
thing on the king’s behalf, till they discerned what
agreement was like to be made in any one particu-
lar; by which they might take their measures, and
might * propose any thing of moment under one of
the three heads mentioned before.

There happened a very odd accident, the very first
morning they met at the house to agree upon their
method to be observed in the treaty. It was a mar-
ket-day, when they used always to have a sermon,
and many of the persons who came from Oxford in
the commissioners’ train, went to the church to ob-
serve the forms. There was one Love, a young man,
that came from London with the commissioners,
who preached, and told his auditory, which consisted
of the people of the town, and of those who came to
the market, the church being very full, ¢ that they

1644.
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“ were not to expect any good from the treaty; for

“ that they came from Oxford with hearts full of

“ blood, and that there was as great distance be-
“ tween this treaty and peace, as between heaven
“and hell; and that they intended ® only to amuse
“ the people with expectation of peace, till they were
¢ able to do some notable mischief to them ;” and in-
veighed so seditiously against all cavaliers, that is,
against all who followed the king, and against the
persons of the commissioners, that he could be un-
derstood to intend nothing else, but to stir up the
people to mutiny, and in it to do some act of violence
upon the commissioners. They weret no sooner ad-
vertised of it, by several persons who had been pre-
sent in the church, and who gave very particular in-
formation of the very words which had been spoken,
than they informed the other commissioners of it;
gave them a charge in writing against the preacher,
and demanded public justice. They seemed troubled
at it, and promised to examine it, and cause some
severe punishment to be inflicted upon the man;
but afterwards confessed, * that they had no au-
“ thority to punish him, but that they had caused
“ him to be sharply reprehended, and to be sent out
« of the town:” and this was all that could be ob-
tained ; so unwilling they were to discountenance
any man who was willing to serve them. This is
the same Love, who some years after, by Cromwell’s

.8 for that they came from hell; and that they intended]
Oxford with hearts full of blood, for that they were men of blood
and that there was as great dis- who were employed in it from
tance between this treaty and Oxford, who intended

peace, as between heaven and t They were] Who were
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particular prosecution, had his head cut off, for being BoOK
in a plot with the Scots against the army, and their i
parliament. * .

It is not the purpose of this discourse to set down
the particular transactions of this treaty; which
were published by the king’s order, shortly after the’
conclusion of it, and all the papers which had been
delivered by the commissioners on either side, ex-
posed to the view of the kingdom, in the method
and manner in which they were délivered. Only
such particulars as fell out in that time, and were
never communicated, and many of them known to
very few, shall be briefly * mentioned, that any, who
hereafter shall have?Y the perusal of this history 7,
may know how impossible it was, that this treaty
could produce such a peace as both sides would have*
been glad of; and that they who governed the par-
liament then, had at that time the resolution to act
those monstrous things, which they brought after-
wards to pass.

The first business to be entered upon being that First of re-
of religion, the divines of both sides were admitted PN
to be present in the places appointed for them, op-
posite to each other; and Dr. Steward, clerk of the
closet to the king, was a commissioner, as Mr. Hen-
derson was on the other side; and they both sat
covered without the bar, at the backs of the com-
missioners. On the parliament part it was proposed,

“ that all the bishops, deans, and chapters might be

_ * had his head cut off, for be- * briefly] shortly

ing in a plot with the Scots ¥ that any, who hereafter shall
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BOOK “ immediately taken away and abolished ; and in the
— “ room thereof, that there might be another govern-
1644« ment erected, such as should be most agreeable to
“ God’s word, and the practice of the best churches:
¢ that the Book of Common Prayer might be taken
“ away, and totally suppressed; and that, instead
“ thereof, a Directory might be used,” (in which
there was likewise set down as much of the govern-
ment which they meant to erect for the future, as
was necessary to be provided for the present, and
which supplied all the use of articles or canons,
which they had likewise abolished;) and ¢ that the
“ king himself should take the covenant, and con-
“ sent to an act of parliament, whereby all persons
“ of the kingdom should be likewise obliged to take
“it.” And the copies of the Covenant and the Di-
rectory were delivered at the same time to the king’s
commissioners ; which were very long, and necessary
to be read over, before any answer could be made to
them. So they took that afternoon to peruse them
together, and adjourned their treaty till the next
morning ; and though they entered upon the reading
them before dinner, the Directory was so very long,
that they spent all that afternoon, and some part of
the night, before they had finished the reading of
them. Then, there being many new terms in the
Directory, as congregational, classical, provincial,
and synodical, which were not known in practice,
and some expressions in the Covenant which were
ambiguous, and, they well knew, were left so, be-
cause the persons who framed them were not all of
one mind, nor had the same intentions in some of
the other terms mentioned before, the king’s com-
missioners caused many questions to be prepared in
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writing, to be offered at the next meetmg ; wherein BOOK
they desired to be informed, what their meaning was
in such and such expressions, in which they knew
well they had several meanings, and would hardly
concur in one and the same answer 2

About ? the beginning of the treaty, or¢ the day
before it did begin, the earl of Lowden, chancellor of
Scotland, visited the duke of Richmond privately in
his chamber; and either proposed, or was very will-
ing, to have private conference there with the chan-
cellor of the exchequer; upon which the duke, who
knew well the other would not decline it, sent to
him; and he presently went to the duke’s chamber,
where he found them both; and after some short
compliments, the earl told him, ¢ how stoutly he had
“ defended his knighthood; which the parliament
“ had resolved to have denied, if he had not con-
“vinced them.” Thence? he discoursed of « the
“ great prejudice the parliament had against him,
“as a man who more industriously opposed peace
‘ than any other of the king’s council : that he had
“ now a good opportunity to wipe off all those jea-
“ lousies, by being a good instrument in making
“ this peace, and by persuading his majesty to com-
“ ply with the desires and supplications of his par-
“ liament ; which he hoped he would be.”

The chancellor told him, *that the king did so
“ much desire a peace, that no man need advise
“him to it®, or could divert him from itf, if fair
“ and honourable conditions of peace were offered

1644.
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BooK “ to him; but if a peace could not be had, but upon
VI« such conditions as his majesty judged inconsistent
1644. <« with his honour or his conscience, no man could

“ have credit enough to persuade him to accept it;
“ and that, for his own part, without reflecting upon
“ the good or ill opinion the parliament might have
“ of him, he would dissuade him from consenting to
“it.” The other seemed disappointed in his so po-
sitive answer; yet, with great freedom, entered
upon discourse of the whole matter; and, after
some kind of apology, “ that Scotland was so far
“ engaged in the quarrel, contrary to their former
“ intentions and professions,” he did as good as con-
clude, “ that if the king would satisfy them in the
‘ business of the church, they would not concern
“ themselves in any of the other demands.” In
which proposition, finding no kind of compliance
from the chancellor of the exchequer, but sharp
protestations against the demands, as inconsistent
with conscience, justice, or religion, the conference
broke off, without inclination in either of them to
renew it. But, from that time, there was more
contradiction, and quick repartees between them
two throughout the treaty, than between any other &
of the commissioners. And it was manifest enough,
by the private conferences with other of the com-
missioners, that the parliament took none of the
points in controversy less to heart, or were less
united in, than in what concerned the church. #

When, upon the next meeting of the commission-
ers, the questions, which were mentioned before,
were read, and delivered by the duke of Richmond,
who always performed that part on the behalf of

& any other] any other of the body
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the king’s commissioners, as the earl of Northum- BoOK
berland did on the parliament’s, there was a visible =
disorder in their countenances; some of them, smil- 1644
ing, said, We looked into their game; but without
offering at any answer, they arose, and went to their
room of consultation ; where they remained in great
passion, and wrangling, many hours: so that the
other commissioners, finding that they were not like
suddenly to agree, adjourned till the afternoon, and
departed to dinner. As soon as they came together
in the afternoon, and were sat, the earl of North-
umberland said, ¢ that they wondered there should
“ appear any difficulty in any expressions, upon which
“ those questions had been administered in the
“ morning ; which to them seemed very clear and
¢ plain ; however, to give their lordships satisfac-
“ tion, that they had appointed another noble lord,
“ there present, who was well acquainted with the
“ signification of all those words, to explain what
“ the common sense and meaning of them was.”
Thereupon, the earl of Lauderdale made a discourse
upon the several questions, and what acceptation
those expressions and words had. But being a young
man, not accustomed to an orderly and decent way
of speaking, and having no gracious pronunciation,
and full of passion, he made every thing much more
difficult than it was before: so that the commission-
ers desired, ¢ that they might receive an answer in
“ writing ; since it was declared upon the entrance
“of the treaty, that though in debate any man
“ might say what he thought necessary, yet nothing
“ should be understood to be the sense of either
“side, but what was delivered in writing; and
“ therefore they desired, that what that noble lord
VOL. V. E
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« had said, which they presumed was the sense of
« all the rest, because they had referred to him, and
« seemed satisfied with what he had delivered,
“ might be given to them in writing; without
« which they knew not how to proceed, or give an
¢« answer to what was proposed to them.” 'This de-
mand, founded upon a rule of their own, which they
knew not how to decline, put the Scottish commis-
sioners into great passion: for all the English sat
still without speaking a word, as if they were not
concerned. The lord Lauderdale repeated what he
had said before, a little more distinctly ; and the
chancellor of Scotland said, « that the things were
“so plain, that no man could choose but under-
“ stand,® and remember what was spoken; and
¢ that the pressing to put it in writing was only to
“ spend time; which would be quickly out, half the
“time! assigned for the business of religion being
“ to expire that night;” and therefore passionately
desired them, “ that they would rest satisfied with
“ what had been spoken, and proceed upon the
‘ matter.”

It was replied, “ that they could not trust their
“ memories so far, as to prepare an answer to their
“ demands concerning the covenant, or directory,
“ except they were sure that they understood the
“ full and declared meaning of their demand; which
“ they had less reason now to believe they did, than
“ before ; since there was so much difficulty made
“to satisfy them in writing; and therefore they
“ must insist upon receiving an answer to the pa-

b 1o man could choose but " half the time] half the four
understand,] every man could days
not choose but understand,



OF THE REBELLION. 51

“ pers they had given:” and two or three of the B\?x?lx
king’s commissioners withdrew, and prepared an- '
other paper; in which they set down the reasons
which obliged them not to be satisfied with the dis-
course which had been made, and why they must
insist upon the having it in writing; which being
communicated to the rest as they sat, was likewise
delivered to the others; who could not refuse to re-
ceive it, though it was plain enough they never in-
tended to give any answer in writing; nor they on
the king’s side, to desist from demanding it: but
they declared, “ that as they presumed they should,
“in the end, receive their answer in writing, which
¢ they should not depart from, so it was their reso-
“ lution not to defer their farther proceeding upon
“ the matter; but they were ready to prosecute that
“in the method they would desire;” and so it was
resolved, “ the next morning, to hear the divines,
“ who were of either party, what they would say
‘ against or for episcopacy, and the government,
“and lands of the church;” which were equally
concerned in the debate.

On the king’s part, besides Dr. Steward, who was
a commissioner in matters relating to the church,
there was Dr. Sheldon, afterwards archbishop of
Canterbury; Dr. Lany, afterwards bishop of Ely;
Dr. Fern, afterwards bishop of Chester; Dr. Potter,
then dean of Worcester, and provost of Queen’s col-
lege in Oxford; and Dr. Hammond; all who, being
the king’s chaplains, were sent by him to attend the
commissioners for their devotions, and for the other
service of the church, as the management of the
treaty required ; which could not be foreseen. On
the parliament side, besides Mr. Alexander Hender-
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BOOK son, who was the commissioner, Mr. Marshall, a

VIII

country parson in Essex, and an eminent preacher

1644. of that party, who was the chief chaplain in the

army; Mr. Vines, a parson likewise in Warwick-
shire, and a scholar, (both of them of the assembly
of divines, and so, very conversant in those points
relating to the church, which had been so often dis-
puted there,) Mr. Cheynel, one who had been fellow
of Merton college in Oxford, and two or three
others; who, bearing no parts in the disputes, had
not their names remembered.

Mr. Henderson begun rather with rhetoric than
logic, “ of the necessity to change the government
¢ of the church for the preservation of the state;
“ which was so much in danger, that it could be
¢ preserved no other way; and therefore that in
“ conscience it ought to be consented to; that the
“ question was not about the preservation of both,
 which, by the wisdoms of the parliaments of both
“ nations, was found to be impossible; but since
¢ there could but one stand, whether they should
“De both sacrificed, or the church given up, that
“ the state might be preserved: nor was the ques-
“ tion now whether episcopacy was lawful, and the
“ government by bishops consistent with religion;
“ but whether it was so necessary, that religion
“ could not be preserved without it; which was to
“ condemn all the reformed churches of Europe,
“ where there were no bishops, England only ex-
“ cepted. It ought therefore to suffice, that the
¢ parliament, which best understood what was good
¢ for the nation, had found it to be a very unneces-
“ sary, inconvenient, and corrupt government, that
“ had been productive of great mischief to the king-
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« dom from the very time of the reformation; that
“ the bishops had always favoured popery, and pre-
“ served and continued many of the rights and cus-
“ toms thereof in their government and practice;
“ and had of late introduced many innovations into
“ the church, by the example and pattern of the
¢« church of Rome, and to the great scandal of the
« protestant churches of Germany, France, Scotland,
“ and Holland; that they had been the occasion of
“ the war between the two nations of Scotland and
“ England ; and then of the rebellion in Ireland;
“ and now of the civil war in England; and there-
“ upon, that the parliament, in order to the uniting
“all the protestant churches, which was the only
“ way to extinguish popery, had resolved to change
“ this inconvenient, mischievous government, and
“ erect another in the place of it, which should ad-
“ vance piety and true religion; and that he hoped
“ the king would concur in so godly an action,
“ which would prove so much for his glory.” He
took notice of “ an old answer formerly made by*
“ a king of England, when the alteration of some
“laws had been desired of him; Nolumus leges
“ Anglie mutare ; which, he said, must be a mis-
“ take in the impression : that it was impossible for

“ any king to lay it down as a rule, that he will not’

“ change the laws; for most kings had changed
“ them often for their own and their subjects’ bene-
“fit: but the meaning must be, Nolumus leges
“ Anglice mutari, we will change them as often as
‘“ there shall be occasion, but we will not suffer

* Let the reader take notice, &c. was not said by a king, but
that Mr. Henderson is mistaken to him. See Coke upon the
in the English story. Nolumus, Statute of Merton, cap. 9.
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“ them mutari, to be changed by the presumption
“ of others, without our consent.” He said, « they
“ did not presume to think of compelling the king
“ to change the government of the church; but
¢ they hoped he would willingly do it, upon the
“ humble petition of both kingdoms, and for his
“own and their benefit: that he should say no
“ more, till he should hear the reasons from the di-
“vines on the other side, why his majesty should
“ not consent to the advice of his parliament, since
“he conceived nothing of conscience could be al-
*“ leged against it, because it appeared by what his
“ majesty had consented to in Scotland, for the ut-
“ ter abolishing of bishops, that he did not believe
“in his conscience that episcopacy was absolutely
“* necessary for the support of Christian religion.”
Dr. Steward, with a much better countenance,
told the commissioners, * that he hoped and knew
““ that their lordships were too well acquainted with
‘ the constitution of the church of England, and
“ the foundation upon which it subsisted, to believe
“it could be shaken by any of those arguments
“ which had been made against it.” He said,  that
“ though he did believe it was impossible to prove
“ that a government, settled and continued without
“ intermission, from the time when Christianity was
“first planted in England, and under which the
¢ Christian religion had so much flourished, was an
“ unlawful and antichristian government ; yet that
“ he expected, that they who had sworn to abolish
“it, and came now to persuade their lordships to
““ concur with them in pressing the king to join in
“ the same obligation, would not urge a less argu-
“ ment for such their engagement, than the unlaw-
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« fulness and wickedness of that government, which
¢ conscience obliged them to remove. But Mr.
« Henderson had wisely declined that argument,
“ though in their common sermons, and other dis-
“ courses in print, they gave it no better style than
“ Antichristian ; and had urged only the inconveni-
¢ ences which had fallen out from it, and benefitk
“ which would result by the change, of which no
“ judgment could be made, till it might be known
“ what government they did intend to erect in the
¢ place of it; and since the union with the foreign
“ protestant churches seemed to be their greatest
« reason for the prodigious alteration they proposed,
« he wished that they would set down, which fo-
“ reign church it is, to which they meant to con-
“ form, and make their new government by; for
“ that he was assured, that the model which they
“ seem affected to in their Directory, was not like
“to any of the foreign reformed churches now in
“ the world.” He said, “ though he would not take
“ upon him to censure the foreign churches, yet it
“ was enough known, that the most learned men of
“ those churches had lamented, that their reforma-
“ tion was not so perfect as it ought to be, for want
“ of episcopacy; which they could not be suffered
“ to have: and they had always paid that reverence
“ to the church of England, which they conceived
¢ due to it, as to the church to which God had
“ vouchsafed the most perfect reformation, because
“ it retains all that was innocent, or! venerable in
“ antiquity.” He then enlarged upon the original
institution of episcopacy; using all those arguments,

k and Lenefit] and the benefit lor] and °
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00K which are still used by the most learned men in
" those disputes, to prove, that without bishops there
1644. could be no ordination of ministers, and consequently
no administration of sacraments, or performance of
the ministerial functions. He said, ¢ he would not
« presume to say any thing of his majesty’s having
% consented to the abrogation of episcopacy in Scot-
¢ land, though he knew what his majesty himself
¢ thinks of it, only that he had an obligation upon
“ him in conscience in this kingdom, which he had
“ not in that, his™ coronation oath, by which he was
“ bound to defend the rights of the church; and
“ that » alone would make it unlawful for his majesty
“ to consent to what was proposed, both in the point
“ of episcopacy, and the alienation of the lands of
“ the church; which would be direct sacrilege.”

Upon© these several points, and what resulted
from thence, the divines on both sides spent all that
day, morning and afternoon, till it was very late in
the night, and most part of the next day; only the
commissioners on either side, at the first coming to-
gether, mornings and afternoons, presented such
papers as they thought fit, upon what had passed in
debate: as, the king’s commissioners desired to
know in writing, “ whether the parliament commis-
“ sioners did believe that the government of the
“ church by bishops was unlawful ?” to which they
could never obtain a categorical answer.

When the last of the three? first days was past,
(for it was near twelve of the clock at night,) and
the Scottish commissioners observed that nothing
was consented to which they looked for, the chan-

™ his] which was his © Upon] And upon
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cellor of Scotland entered into a long discourse, with ook
much passion, against bishops, « of the mischief they -
“ had done in all ages, and of their being the sole 1644
« causes of the late troubles in Scotland, and of the
« present troubles in England:” remembered, “ that
¢ the archhishop of Canterbury had pursued the in-
¢ troduction of the liturgy and the canons into Scot-
“ land with so great vehemence, that, when it was
“ desired that the publishing them might be sus-
“ pended for one month, that the people might be
“ the better prepared to submit to what they had
“ not been before acquainted with, he would by no
“ means consent to that delay; but caused it to be
“ entered upon the next Sunday, against the advice
“ of many of the bishops themselves; which put the
‘ people into such a fury, that they could not be ap-
¢ peased. He lamented and complained, that three ¢
¢ days had been now spent in fruitless debates; and
¢ that though their divines had learnedly made it
“ appear, that episcopacy had no foundation in
“ Scripture, and that it might be lawfully taken
“ away; and that notwithstanding it was evident
‘ that it had been the cause of great mischief, and
“ the wisdom of parliament had thought the utter
“ taking it away to be absolutely necessary for the
« preservation of the kingdom ; their lordships were
“ still unmoved, and had yielded in no one particular
“ of importance, to give them satisfaction; from
“ which they could not but conclude, that they did
“not bring that hearty inclination to peace, which
« they hoped they would have done;” and so con-
cluded with some expressions more rude and inso-
lent than were expected.

9 three] four
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pook  Whereupon the chancellor of the exchequer, not
VI ithout some commotion, said, ¢ that he did not
1644. « wonder that their lordships, who had for some
« years been accustomed to such discourses, and the
« more inclined to suppose all that was confidently
« said to be reasonably proved, and so having not
« heen used to converse with any persons of a con-
% trary opinion, had been brought to consent and
“ approve those alterations, which they had pro-
« posed ; but that it seemed very admirable to him,
¢ that their lordships could expect, or imagine it
« possible, that they who never had heard such
« things said before, nor could understand in so
« Jittle time what had been now said, should depart
« from a faith, and a form of worship, in which they
% had been educated from their cradle, and which,
“ upon so long observation and experience; they
% Jooked upon with all possible approbation and re-
“ verence, upon only hearing it inveighed against
“ three* days; which would have been much too
“little time to have warranted a conversion from
“ much less important opinions, they had so long
“ entertained ; though their arguments had had as
“ much weight as they wanted.” He said, “ they
“ were of opinion, that all those mischiefs and incon-
s veniences which they had mentioned, had in truth
¢ proceeded from an over vehement desire to over-
 throw episcopacy, not from the zeal to support it :
‘ that if the archbishop of Canterbury had been too
¢ precipitate in pressing the reception of that, which
“ he thought a reformation, he paid dearly for it;
“ which made him the more wonder, that they

* three] four
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“ should blame them, for not submitting to much
« greater alterations, than were at that time pro-
“ posed, in three® days; when they reproached him,
« for not having given them a whole month to con-
“ sider.” He said, * he might assure their lordships
“ with great sincerity, that they were come thither
“ with all imaginable passion and desire, that the
“ treaty might conclude in a happy and blessed
“ peace; as he still hoped it would : but if it should
“ be otherwise, that they would still believe their
“ lordships brought with them the same honourable
“ and pious inclinations, though the instructions and
¢ commands from those who trusted them, restrained
“ them from consenting to what in their own judg-
“ ments seemed reasonable.” And so, without any
manner of reply, both sides arose, and departed, it
being near midnight.

BOOK
VI,

1644.

There happened a pleasant accident on one of -

theset days, which were assigned for the matter of
religion. The commissioners of both sides, either
before their sitting, or after their rising, entertaining
themselves together by the fire-side, as they some-
times did, it being extremely cold, in general and
casual discourses, one of the king’s commissioners-
asked ¢ one of the other, with whom he had famili-
arity, in a low voice, “ why there was not in their
“ whole Directory any mention at all of the Creed,
“or the Ten Commandments, and so little of the
“ Lord’s Prayer ?” which is only once recommended.*
The earl of Pembroke, overhearing the discourse,

¢ three] four ments, and so little of the

t these] those Lord’s Prayer? which is only
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¥ any mention at all of the tion of the Lord’s Prayer, the
Creed, or the Ten Command- Creed, (as indeed there is not.)
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answered aloud, and with his usual passion, ¢ that
“ he, and many others, were very sorry that they
« had been left out; that the putting them in had
% taken up many hours’ debate in the house of com-
« mons, and that at last the leaving them out had
« heen carried by eight or nine voices; and so they
« did not think fit to insist upon the addition of
« them in the house of peers; but many were after-
« wards troubled at it, and he verily believed, if it
“ were to do again, they should carry it for the in-
“ serting them all;¥” which made many smile, to
hear that % the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
had been put to the question, and rejected: and
many of the other were troubled, and out of coun-
tenance with the reason the good lord had given for
the exclusion.

The next subject of the treaty was the business of
the militia; which their® commissioners positively
required “ to be entirely vested in the parliament,
“ and in such persons as they thought fit to be con-
« fided in. This, they said, was more necessary than
« ever, for the securing the people from their fears
“ and jealousies; which were now much increased,
“ and were capable of being assuaged by no other
“ means:” and delivered a large paper to that pur-
pose, which contained no more than had been often
said in their declarations, and as often answered in
those which had been published by the king. And
when the commissioners of the king, whereof there
were four very eminent in the knowledge of the law,
Lane, Gardiner, Bridgman, and Palmer, made the
demand appear to be without any pretence of law or

¥ all;] all three; 2 their] the
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justice, and asserted it to be vested in the king by BO oN
the law, they never offered to allege any other ar-
gument, than the determination of the parliament,
which had declared the right of the militia to be in
them, from which they could not recede; so that
the conferences were very short upon those days,
but the papers very long which were mutually de-
livered; the preparing whereof took up the time;
they of that side (even they who most desired the
peace) both publicly and privately insisting ‘ upon
“ having the whole command of the militia by sea
“ and land, and all the forts and ships of the king-
“ dom at their disposal; without which they looked
‘ upon themselves as lost, and at the king’s mercy ;”
not considering ® that he must be at theirs, if such a
power ¢ was committed to them. But in this parti-
cular, he who was most reasonable among them,
thought it very unreasonable to deny them that ne-
cessary security ; and believed it could proceed from
nothing else, but a resolution to take the highest
vengeance upon their rebellion.

Then they entered upon the business of Ireland ;Thirdly of
in which they thought they had the king at ver yIrEIand
great advantage, and that his commissioners would
not be able to answer the charges they should make
upon that particular. And many of the commis-
sioners on the king’s part, who had not been well
acquainted with those transactions, thought it would
be a hard matter to justify all that the king had
been necessitated to do; and any thing of grace to-
wards the Irish rebels was as ungracious at Oxford
as it was at London; because they knew the whole

1644.
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poox kingdom had a great detestation of them. They

__‘fi‘.'l_d;\pcd up all that had been doue from the beginning
1644, of that rebellion; « how the king had voluntarily
« committed the carrying on that war to the twe
« houses of parliament; that they had levied great
« sums of money upon the kingdom for that service |
« hut finding that it was like to bring a greater bur-
« den upon the Kingdom than it could bear, that his
« majesty had consented to an act of parliament tor
« the encouragement of adventurers to bring  in
« money, upou assurance of having land assigned to
“ them in that kingdom, out of the forfeitures of the
« rebels, as soon as the rebellion should be suppress-
« gd: and had likewise, by the same act, put it out
« of his power to make any peace or cessation with
« thase rebels, or to grant parden to any of them,
« without consent of parliament: and thereupon
« many of his majesty’s subjects had brought in
« very considerable sums of mouey, by which they
« had been able to manage that war without putting
« this kingdom to farther charge: and Geod had se
« blessed the protestant forces there, that they had
« subdued and vanguished the rebels in all encoun-
“ ters; and, probably. by that time, the whole re-
« bellion had been extinguished, if the king had net,
« contrary to his promise and obligation by that act
“ of parliament, made a cessation with those execra-
« ble rebels, when they were not able to continue
« the war; and had called over many of those regi-
« ments, which the parliament had sent over against
# the Irish, to return hither to fight against the par-
“ hament : by means whereof his protestant subjects
« of that kingdom were in great danger to be de-
“ stroyed, and the kingdom to be entirely pessessed

T T
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“ by the papists.” They enlarged ¢ themselves upon goox
this subject, with all the invidious ¢ insinuations they .o
could devise, to make the people believe, that the 1644.
king was inclined to and favoured that rebellion.

They demanded, “ that the king would forthwith

“ declare that cessation to be void; and that he

“ would prosecute the war against those rebels with

“ the utmost fury; and that the act of parliament

“ for their reduction might be executed as it ought

“ to be.”

The commissioners of the king prepared and de-
livered a very full answer in writing to all their de-
mands ; at the delivery whereof, they appointed the
chancellor of the exchequer to enlarge upon any of
those particulars, which provedf the counsels that
had been taken just and necessary. This he did so
particularly and convincingly, that those of the par-
liament were in much confusion, and the king’s com-
missioners much pleased. He put them in mind of
“ their bringing those very troops, which were levied
“ by the king’s anthority for the suppression of the
“ rebellion in Ireland, to fight against the king at
“ Edge-hill, under the command of the earl of Essex ;
“ of their having given over the prosecution of that
“ war, or sending any supply of arms, money, or
“ ammunition thither; having employed those ma-
“ gazines, which were provided for that service,
“ against his majesty ; insomuch as the privy-coun-
“ cil of that kingdom had sent to his majesty, that
“ he would provide some other way for the preserva-
“ tion of that kingdom, since they could not be able
“ to support the war any longer, against the united

4 They enlarged] Enlarging ! proved] made
¢ invidious] envious
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BooK ¢ power of the rebels: that all overtures, which his
i wil majesty had made towards peace, had been re-
1644.  « jected by the parliament: and one hundred thou-
« sand pounds, brought in by the adventurers for
« Ireland, had been sent in one entire sum into
 Scotland, to prepare and dispose that kingdom to
“send an army to invade this; which they had
« done; and till then his majesty had not, in the
« Jeast degree, swerved from the observation of that
“ act of parliament : but when he saw that the parlia-
“ ment, instead of prosecuting the end and intention
¢ of that statute, applied it wholly to the carrying
“ on the war against himself, he thought himself ab-
« solved before God and man, if he did all he could
« to rescue and defend himself against their violence,
“ by making a cessation with the rebels in Ireland,
“ and by drawing over some regiments of his own
 army from thence, to assist him in England : which
« cessation had hitherto preserved the protestants of
“ that kingdom ; who were not able without supplies
“ to preserve themselves from the strength and
« power of the rebels; which supplies his majesty
“ could not, and the parliament would not, send;
“ and therefore, if the protestants there should here-
“ after be oppressed by the rebels, who every day
“ procured assistance from abroad, and so were like
“ to be more powerful, all the mischiefs and misery
“ that must attend them would, before God and
“ man, be put to the account of the parliament;
“ which had defrauded them of those supplies, which,
“ by his majesty’s care, had been raised and provided
“ for them; and not to his majesty, who had done
“ nothing but what he was obliged to do for his own
‘ preservation ; and if he had not sent for those sol-
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“ diers from Ireland, they could not have stayed BOOK
“ there without a supply of money, clothes, and o,
¢ provisions ; which the parliament had not yet sent .
“to that part of the army which remained there,
¢ and which could by no other way have subsisted,
“ but by the benefit and security of the cessation.”

He told them, “ that all this unjustifiable way of
“ proceeding, though it had compelled the king to
“ yield to a cessation, yet could not prevail with
“ him to make a peace with the Irish rebels; from
“ whom he had admitted commissioners to attend
“ him with propositions to that purpose; but that,
“ when he found those propositions and demands so
¢ unreasonable, that he could not consent to them
“in conscience, and that they were inconsistent
“ with the security of his protestant subjects there,
“ he had totally rejected them, and dismissed their
“ commissioners with severe and sharp animadver-
“sions: yet that he had given his lieutenant and
“ council there authority to continue the cessation
“ longer, in hope that the rebels there might be re-
“ duced to better temper; or that his majesty might
“ be enabled by a happy peace here, which he hoped
“ this treaty would produce, to chastise their odious
“and obstinate rebellion: and if the parliament
“ would yet give his majesty sufficient caution, that
‘“the war should be vigorously prosecuted there
“ against the Irish, by sending over strong supplies
“ of men and money, he would put an end to that
“ cessation, without declaring it to be void; which
“ otherwise 5 he could not in justice do, and the do-
“ ing whereof would be to no purpose.”

2 otherwise] No¢ in MS.
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ook  The commissioners, visibly out of countenance

VI and angry, made no other reply, but ¢ that they

1644. « were sorry to find that odious and detestable re-
¢ bellion had received so much grace, as that com-
* missioners from it had Dbeen admitted into the
“ king’s presence; and that they wondered there
“ should be any scruple made of declaring that ces-
¢ sation void, that was entered into expressly against
“the letter of an act of parliament.” This reply
they gave in writing, with many pathetical expres-
sions against the murders and cruelties that had
been used in the beginning of that rebellion; which
obliged the king’s commissioners to a little more
sharpness in their returns than they were inclined
to; and to tell them, « that they wished it were in
¢ the king’s power to punish all rebellion with that
“ severity that was due to it; but since it was not
“ s0, he must condescend to treaties, and to all other
“ expedients, which are necessary to reduce his sub-
¢ jects, who are in rebellion, to return to thejr duty
‘ and obedience.”

The nine! first days were now spent upon the
three great heads, in which there was little advance
made towards giving satisfaction to either party ;
for though, in the matter of religion, the king’s com-
missioners had made such condescensions, as would
oblige bishops to be more diligent in preaching, and
to be themselves present in the administration of
the most important parts of their Jjurisdiction ; yet
no such reformation was considerable to those who
cared for nothing without extirpation; and in nei-
ther of the other particulars any ground had been

b nine] twelve
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gotten ; and they were sensible, that, in the matter
of Ireland, the king’s defence would weigh down
their clamour and calumny. There happened some
accidents in this time of the treaty, which made im-
pression on each! party; the first was found in the
looks of the parliament commissioners, upon the ad-
vertisement they received, that sir Lewis Dives,
who was governor of a small garrison in Sherborne
in Dorsetshire, had from thence, in a night, upon
intelligence with the king’s governor of Portland
castle, surprised Weymouth, a sea-port possessed by
the parliament; which was like to be attended with
great benefit to the king.

But whilst the king’s commissioners entertained
some hope that this loss might have the more dis-
posed the parliament to a just peace, they received
advertisement of a much greater loss sustained hy
the king, and which was more like to exalt the
other side. Colonel Langhorn, and Mitton, two
very active officers in the parliament service, about
Shropshire and North Wales, by correspondence
with some townsmen, and some soldiers in the gar-
rison of Shrewsbury, from whence too many of that
garrison were unhappily drawn out, two or three
days before, upon some expedition, seized upon that
town in the night; and, by the same treachery, like-
wise entered the castle; where sir Michael Earnly,
the governor, had been long sick, and rising, upon
the alarm, out of his bed, was killed in his shirt;
whilst he behaved himself as well as was possible;
and refused quarter; which did not shorten his life
many days, he being even at the point of death by

i each] either
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BOOK a consumption; which kept him from performing

VI all those offices of vigilance he was accustomed to,

1644. peing a gallant gentleman, who understood the of-
fice and duty of a soldier by long experience, and
diligent observation. The loss of Shrewsbury was
a great blow to the king, and straitened his quar-
ters exceedingly, and broke the secure line of com-
munication with Chester, and exposed all North
Wales, Hereford, and Worcester, to the daily in-
roads of the enemy : and the news of this recovered
the dejected spirits of the parliament commissioners
at Uxbridge.

Yet there had been an odd accident which ac-
companied the enterprise upon Weymouth, which
gave them afterwards more trouble. Sir Lewis
Dives had, in his march from Sherborne, intercepted
a packet of letters sent out of Somersetshire to the
parliament; and among those there was a letter
from John Pyne, a gentleman well known, and of a
fair estate in that country, to colonel Edward Pop-
ham, a principal officer of the parliament in their
fleets at sea, and of a passionate and virulent tem-
per, of the independent party. The subject of the
letter was a bitter invective against the earl of Es-
sex, and all those who advanced the treaty of peace,
and a great detestation of the peace, with very in-
decent expressions against the king himself, and all
who adhered to him. This letter had been sent by
sir Lewis Dives to one of the secretaries at Oxford,
and from him to the commissioners at Uxhridge ;
who, as soon as they received it, communicated it
to some of those commissioners, who they knew de-
sired a peace, and were very great friends to the
earl of Essex. The Scots were likewise as much

J
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inveighed against as any body else. They to whom
this letter was communicated, durst not undertake
to appear to know any thing of it; but advised,
“ that the marquis of Hertford might send a copy
“ of it to his brother, the earl of Essex, with such
“ reflections as he thought fit:” which being done
accordingly, the earl of Essex, who was yet general,
took it so much to heart, that he desired the mar-
quis of Hertford would send him the original ; which
was presently done; hoping that it would have
given some advantage to the earl of Essex, towards
whom the parliament yet behaved itself with all
imaginable decency and respect.

The conversation that this letter occasioned be-
tween some of the commissioners of both sides, who
in private used their old freedom, made a great dis-
covery of the faction that was in the parliament:
that there were many who desired to have peace,
without any alteration in the government, so they
might be sure of indemnity and security for what
was past; that the Scots would insist upon the
whole government of the church, and in all other
matters would defer to the king; but that there
was another party, that would have no peace upon
what conditions soever, who did resolve to change
the whole frame of the government in state as well
as church; which made a great party in the army:
all those of the parliament who desired to remove
the earl of Essex from being general of the army,
and to make another general, were of that party.
There was likewise among the commissioners them-
selves very little trust and communication ; sir Har-
ry Vane, Saint-John, and Prideaux, being, upon the
matter, but spies upon the rest; and though most
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BooK of the rest did heartily desire a peace, even upon

VIIIL.

1644.

any terms, yet none of them had the courage to
avow the receding from the most extravagant de-
mand. Besides,* there was reason enough to be-
lieve, that, if the king had yielded to all that was
then proposed, they would likewise have insisted
upon all which they had formerly demanded, and
upon the delivery up of all those persons, who had
faithfully served the king, and had been by them
always excepted, as persons never to be pardoned.
For though they had assigned those three general
heads, of the church, of the militia, and of Ireland,
to be first treated upon, which were all plausible
and popular arguments, and in which they who
most desired peace would insist at least upon many
condescensions, yet they had not, in the least de-
gree, declined any other of their propositions; as
the exemption of many of the greatest quality, or of
the most declared affections to the king, in the
three nations of England, Scotland, and Ireland,
from pardon; and the making the estates of the
rest, under the name of delinquents, liable to pay
the charges of the war; from! which, or any of the
other very unreasonable demands, the houses™ had
not in their instructions given their commissioners
authority in the least particle to recede: they who
desired peace, being satisfied that they had prevailed
to have a treaty, which they imagined would do all
the rest, and that these lesser demands would fall
off of themselves, when satisfaction should be given
in those important particulars, which more con-
cerned the public; and, on the other side, they who
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resolved the treaty should be ineffectual, were well
content that their commissioners should be instruct-
ed only to insist upon those three generals, without
power to depart from any one expression, in the
propositions concerning those particulars; heing sa-
tisfied, that in the particular which concerned the
church, the Scots would never depart from a tittle;
and as sure that the king would never yield to it;
and that, in the militia, they who most desired peace,
would adhere to that which most concerned their
own security; and in the business of Ireland, be-
sides the opportunity to asperse the king, upon an
argument in which the people generally concurred
with them, they were safe enough; except the king
should absolutely retract and recant all that he had
done, and by declaring the cessation void, expose all
those who had a hand in it to their censure and
judgment; and so dissolve all the authority he had
in that kingdom for the future; which they knew
he would never do. So that they were safe enough
in those three heads of their treaty, without bring-
ing any of their other demands into debate; which
would have spent much time, and raised great dif-
ference in opinion among them; yet they had those
still in reserve, and might reasonably conclude, that
if the king satisfied them in the terms of those three
propositions, he would never insist upon any of the
rest; which could not relate so much to his con-
science, or his honour, as the other. Besides, they
knew well, that, if, by the king’s condescensions,
they had full satisfaction in the former three, they
who had most passion for peace would, for their
own shares in the particular revenge upon those
men with whom they were angry enough, and in
F 4
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B0OK the preferments, which would be then in their dis-
o posal, never divide from them in any thing that re-
1644. mained to be demanded.

One night, late, the earl of Pembroke came to the
chancellor of the exchequer’s lodging to return him
a visit ; and sat with him some hours; all his dis-
course being to persuade him to think it reasonable
to consent to all that the parliament had demanded.
He told him, “ that there was never such a pack of
« knaves and villains, as they who now governed in
« the parliament; who would so far prevail, if this
“ treaty were broke off, as to remove the earl of Es-
« gex ; and then they would constitute such an army
« as should force the parliament, as well as the king,
« to consent to whatsoever they demanded; which
“ would end in the change of the government into a
s« commonwealth. ™ The chancellor told him, “if he
“ believed that, it was high time for the lords to look
 about them, who would be then no less concerned
¢ than the king.” He confessed it, and “that they
“ were now sensible, that they had brought this mis-
¢ chief upon themselves ; and did heartily repent it,
“ though too late; and when they were in no degree
« able to prevent the general destruction which they
« foresaw : but if the king would be so gracious to
“ them, as to preserve them, by consenting to those
‘ unreasonable propositions, which were made by
“ the parliament, the other wicked persons would be
¢« disappointed by such his concessions; the earl of
“ Essex would still keep his power ; and they should
“ be able, in a short time after the peace concluded,
“ by adhering to the king, whom they would never

® into a commonwealth.] into that of a commonwealth.



OF THE REBELLION. 73

s forsake hereafter, to recover all for him that he Book
« now parted with, and to drive these wicked men, i
“ who would destroy monarchy, out of the kingdom; 1644.
“ and then his majesty would be greater than ever.”

How cxtravagant soever this discourse seems to be,

the matter of it was the same, which the wisest of

the rest, and there were men of very good parts
among them, did seriously urge to other of the king’s
commissioners, with whom they had the same confi-
dence: so broken they were in their spirits, and so
corrupted in their understanding, even when they

had their own ruin in their view.

The earl of Northumberland, who was the proud-
est man alive, could not look upon the destruction
of monarchy, and the contempt the nobility was al-
ready reduced to, and which must be then increased,°
with any pleasure: yet the repulse he had formerly
received at Oxford, upon his addresses thither, and
the fair escape he had made afterwards from the jea-
lousy of the parliament, had wrought so far upon
him, that he resolved no more to depend upon the
one, or to provoke the other, and was willing to see
the king’s power and authority so much restrained,
that he might not be able to do him any harm.

The earls of Pembroke and Salisbury were so to-
tally without credit or interest in the parliament or
country, that it was no matter which way their in-
clinations or affections disposed them ; and their fear
of the faction that prevailed was so much greater
than their hatred towards them, that though they
wished they might rather be destroyed than the king,
they had rather the king and his posterity should be

° increased,] improved,
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pook destroyed, than that Wilton should be taken from

VI

1644.

‘the one of them, or Hatfield from the other; the

preservation of both which from any danger, they
both believed to be the highest point of prudence and
politic circumspection.

The earl of Denbigh had much greater parts, and
saw farther before him into the desperate designs of
that party that had then the power, than either of
the other three, and detested those designs as much
as any of them ; yet the pride of his nature, not in-
ferior to the proudest, and the conscience of his in-
gratitude to the king, in some respects superior to
theirs who had been most obliged, kept him from be-
ing willing to quit the company with whom he had
conversed too long. Though he had received from
them most signal affronts and indignities, and well
knew he should never more be employed by them,
yet he thought the king’s condition to be utterly de-
sperate, and that he would be at last compelled to
yield to worse conditions than were now offered to
him. He conferred with so much freedom with one
of the king’s commissioners, and spent so much time
with him in the vacant hours, there having been for-
merly a great friendship between them, that he drew
some jealousy upon himself from some of his compa-
nions. With him he lamented his own condition,
and acknowledged his disloyalty to the king, with
expressions of great compunction; and protested,
“ that he would most willingly redeem his transgres-
“ sions by any attempt that might serve the king
« signally, though he were sure to lose his life in it;
“ but that to lose himself, without any benefit to the
“ king, would expose him to all misery; which he
“ would decline, by not separating from his party.”
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He informed him more fully of the wicked purposes
of those who then governed the parliament, than
others apprehended or imagined; and had a full
prospect of the vile condition himself and all the no-
bility should be reduced to; yet thought it impossi-
ble to prevent it by any authority P of their own;
and concluded, “ that if any conjuncture fell out, in
¢ which, by losing his life, he might preserve the
* king, he would embrace the occasion; otherwise,
¢ he would shift the best he could for himself.”

Of the commissioners of the house of commons,
though, the three named before being excepted, the
rest did in their hearts desire a peace, and upon
much honester conditions than they durst own; yet
there were not two of them who had entire confi-
dence in each other, or who durst communicate their
thoughts together : so that though they could speak
their minds freely enough, severally, to those com-
missioners of the king’s side with whom they had
former friendship, they would not, in the presence of
any of their own companions, use that freedom. The
debate, that had been in the house, upon the se/f~
denying ordinance, had raised so many jealousies,
and discomposed the confidence that had formerly
been between many of them, that they knew not
what any man intended to do; many who had, from
the beginning of the troubles, professed to have most
devotion for the carl of Essex, and to abhor all his
enemies, had lately seemed to concur in that ordi-
nance, which was contrived principally for his disho-
nour and destruction ; and others, who scemed still
to adhere to him, did it with so many cautions, that
there could be no confidence of their perseverance.

P authority] activity
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Hollis, who was the frankest among them in own-
ing his animosity and indignation against all the in-
dependent party, and was no otherwise affected to
the presbyterians, than as they constituted a party
upon which he depended to oppose the other, did
foresee that many of those who appeared most reso-
lute to concur with him would, by degrees, fall from
him purely for want of courage, in which he
abounded. Whitlock, who, from the beginning, had
concurred with them without any inclinations to
their persons or their principles, had the same reason
still not to separate from them. All his estate was
in their quarters, and he had a nature that could not
bear or submit to be undone: though 9to his friends,
who were commissioners for the king, he used his
old openness, and professed his detestation of all the
proceedings of his party,* yet could not leave them.
Pierpoint and Crew, who were both men of great
fortunes, and had always been of the greatest mode-
ration in their counsels, and most solicitous upon all
opportunities for peace, appeared now to have con-
tracted more bitterness and sourness than formerly ;
and were more reserved towards the king’s commis-
sioners than was expected; and in all conferences
insisted peremptorily, ¢ that the king must yield to
“ whatsoever was required® in the three demands
“ which had been debated.” They all valued them-
selves “upon having induced the parliament, against
¢ all opposition, to consent to a treaty; which pro-
“ ducing mno effect, they should hereafter have no
“ more credit;” and it plainly appeared, that they
had persuaded themselves, that, in the treaty, they

4 though) yet their proceedings,
" the proceedings of his party,] ¢ required] demanded
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should be able to persuade the king’s commissioners BOOK
to concur with them; and that the king would yield -
upon the very same argument and expectation, that 1644.
the earl of Pembroke had offered to the chancellor
of the exchequer*.
Some of them, who knew how impossible it was
to prevail with the commissioners, or, if they could
be corrupted so far in their judgments, how much
more impossible it would be to persuade the king to
consent to what was so diametrically against his con-
science and his honour, and, in truth, against his
security, did wish, “ that," to get the time of the
“ treaty prolonged, some concessions might be made
“in the point of the militia, in order to their se-
“ curity ; which being provided for might probably
“ take off many persons, who, out of that considera-
“ tion principally, adhered to those who they thought
“ were most jealous of it, and most solicitous for it.”
This * seemed such an expedient to those to whom
they proposed it, that they thought fit to make a de-
bate among all the commissioners about it¥; ¢ and
“1if it should* produce no other effect, than the
“ getting more days to the treaty, and making more
“ divisions in the parliament, both which they might
“ naturally expect from it, the benefit was not small
“ that would attend it; for, as long as the treaty
“ lasted, there could be little® advance made to-
“ wards new modelling the army, the delay whereof
“ would give the king likewise more time to make
“ his preparations for the field; towards which he

tof the exchequer] Not in ¥ about it] Not in MS.
MS. % should] did
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BooK “ was in no forwardness.” This? consideration pre-
VI vailed with the commissioners to send their opinion
1644. ¢4 the king, “ that he would give them leave to pro-
« pose, when the next day came for the debate of
« the point of the militia, that the whole militia of
“ the kingdom should be settled in such a number
« of persons, for seven or eight years, who might °
« he all sworn to the observation of all the articles
% which should be agreed upon in the treaty; after
“ the expiration of which time, which would be suf-
“ ficient to extinguish all jealousies, it should be re-
“ stored to the king.” And they sent the king a list
of such names, as they wished might be inserted in
the proposition, of persons in credit with the parlia-
ment, to which his majesty might add the like num-

ber of such, of whose fidelity he was most assured.
The earls of Essex, Northumberland, Warwick,
and Manchester, with Fairfax and Cromwell, were
among those they recommended to be named by the
king. With this message they sent two of their
own body, who added other reasons, which they con-
ceived might prevail with him;? and it was with
great difficulty that his majesty was prevailed with
to consent that such an overture should be made.
But being unwilling to dissent from his commis-
sioners’ judgment, and believing it would be re-
jected,® and in hope that it would gain time by

b This] And this chequer would be one; but he

¢ might] should

4 sent two of their own body,
who added other reasons, which
they conceived might prevad
with him ;] Thus originally in
MS.,: sent two of their own
body, whereof they much de-
sired the chancellor of the ex-

excused himself, having in the
debate changed his mind, and
upon somewhat that was like to
fall out was against the making
the proposition at all ;

¢and believing it “would be
rejected,] and especially in con-
fidence that it would be rejected,
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lengthening the treaty, his majesty was contented,
that the commissioners should make such an offer as
is mentioned, and name the persons they had pro-
posed of the parliament party ; and withal, f he sent
a list of such persons as himself thought fit to trust
in that affair; in whom, & together with the others,
he would have the power of the militia to be vested ®.
But by this time, the term assigned for the treaty
drawing towards an end, they who had first advised
this expedient, had not the same opinion of the suc-
cess; and had plainly discovered, that the parlia-
ment would not consent to add one day more to the
treaty. So the farther prosecution of the overture
in that manner was laid aside. For the king’s com-
missioners concluded, « that at this time to offer any
« particular names from the king to be trusted with
“ the militia, was but to expose those persons to re-
¢ proach, as some of them were very ungracious and
“ unpopular to themi; and to give the other side an
“ excuse for rejecting the offer, upon exception to
“ their persons.” However, that they might see a
greater condescension from the king in that point,
than he had ever yet been induced to, they offered,
‘ that the militia should be so settled for the space
“ of seven years, as they had desired, in such a num-
“ ber of persons as should be agreed upon ; a moiety
“ of which persons should be nominated by the king,
‘ and the other moiety by the parliament:” which
was rejected by them with their usual neglect.

f and withal,] but then, estly to the king to exempt him
g in whom,] and in whom, from the envy of such a trust,
" vested] Thus continued in by leaving out his name, and
MS. : and in the list he named putting in another of a higher
the chancellor of the exchequer, qualification.
who was very much troubled at ! to them] Not in MS.
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sook  From this time the commissioners, on both sides,
. grew more reserved, and colder towards each other;
1644. jnsomuch as in the last conferences the answers and
replies upon one another were sharper and more re-
flecting than they had formerly been: and in their
conference upon the last day, which held most part
of the night, it was evident, either side laboured
most to make the other seem to be most in fault.
The king’s commissioners delivered a paper, which
contained a sum of all that had been done in the
treaty, and observed, ¢ that after a war of so many
“ years, entered into, as was pretended, for the de-
 fence and vindication of the laws of the land, and
“ the liberty of the subject, in a treaty of twenty
“ days, they had not demanded any one thing, that,
“ by the law of the land, they had the least title to
“ demand; but insisted only on such particulars as
“ were against law, and the established government
“ of the kingdom; and that much more had been
“ offered to them for the obtaining of peace, than
“ they could with justice or reason require:” with
which they were so offended, that they, for some
time, refused to receive the paper, upon pretence,
“ that the time for the treaty was expired;” because
it was then after twelve of the clock of the night of
the twentieth day: but at last they were contented
to receive it, finding that it would not be less public,
and would more reflect upon them, if they rejected
it: and so they parted, a little before the break of

day. :
;I;nbeetiZ:t)?f The next day, being Sunday, they rested in the
without of- tow-n, that they might in the afternoon decently take
- their leaves of each other; though Monday, accord-
ing to the letter of their pass, was the last day of
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their freedom, and at that season of the year their
journey to Oxford might require two days, as they
had spent two days in coming thither ; and the com-
missioners for the parliament had given them a
paper, in which they declared, * that they might
«“ safely make use of another day for their return, of
“ which no advantage should be taken.” But they
having on Sunday performed their mutual visits to
each other, parted with such coolness* towards each
other, as if they scarce hoped to meet again; and
the king’s commissioners were so unwilling to run
any hazard,! that they were on the Monday morning
so early in their coaches, that they came to Oxford
that night, and kissed the king’s hand; who re-
ceived them very graciously; thanking ™ them for
the pains they had taken. Surely the pains they
had taken, with how little success soever, was very
great; and they who had been most inured to busi-
ness, had not in their lives ever undergone so great
fatigue for twenty days together, as at that treaty.
The commissioners seldom parted, during that whole
time, till two or three of the clock in the morning.
Besides, they were obliged to sit up later who were
to preparc such papers as were directed for the next
day, and to write letters to Oxford ; so that, if the
treaty had continued much longer, it is very pro-
bable many of the commissioners must have fallen
sick for want of sleep; which some of them were
not satisfied with in three or four days after their
return to Oxford. Thus ended the treaty of Ux-
bridge, the particulars whereof were, by the king’s

K such coolness] such a dry- to depend upon their words,
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command, shortly after published in print, and never
contradicted by the parliament.

The king spoke to those he trusted most at that
time, with much more melancholy of his own con-
dition, and the state of his affairs, than he had
used to do. The loss of Shrewsbury was attended
with many ill consequences; and that which had
seemed to bring some kind of recompense for it, the®
surprise of Weymouth, proved but a dream ; for the
enemy had lost but one part of the town, which
they, in a short time after, recovered again by the
usual negligence of the king’s governors. So that
his majesty told them, * he found it absolutely ne-
¢ cessary to pursue his former resolution of sepa-
“ rating the prince his son from himself, that the
“ enemy might not, upon any success, find them toge-
¢ ther ; which, he said, would be ruin to them both
“ whereas, though he should fall into their hands
“ whilst his son was at liberty, they would not dare
“ to do him harm.” He seemed to have very rea-
sonable apprehensions, that upon the loss of a battle
he might become a prisoner ; but he never imagined,
that it would enter into their thoughts to take away
his life ; not that he believed they could be restrained
from that impious act by any remorse of conscience,
or that they had not wickedness enough to design
and execute it: but he believed it against their in-
terest ; and would often, in discourse, say, “ of what
“ moment the preservation of his life was to the re-
“ bels; and how much they were concerned to pre-
“ serve it, in regard, that if he himself° were dead,
“ the parliament stood dissolved ; so that there would

" the] which was the ° he himself] his majesty
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“ be an end of their government :” which, though it
were true in law, would have little shaken their
power, P of which they were too long possessed to
part with it ¢ easily.

This* was a speculation of that nature, that no-
body had reason to endeavour to change the king’s
opinion in that particular; and his majesty thought
of nothing so much as hastening the prince’s jour-
ney; and to that purpose commanded those who
were appointed to attend him to be ready by a short
day, resolving ¢ that his highness should make his
journey directly to Bristol, and continue his resi-
dence there, till some emergent alteration should
make his remove from thence necessary. For what-
ever discourse was made of raising an army in the
west, the king had no purpose to put the prince into
the head of any such army; and though Goring had
prevailed to be sent, with a strong party of horse,
and some foot, into Hampshire, upon pretence of se-
curing the west from Waller’s incursion, and upon
some other design; yet the king had not the least
purpose, that he should be where the prince was;
though he was not himself without that design at
that present, as shall be made out anon, meaning!t
by that device to withdraw himself from the com-
mand of prince Rupert, which the king did not ap-
prehend. But his majesty U having no more in his
purpose than is said before, he sent the lord Hop-
ton to Bristol to provide a house for his highness,
and to put that city into as good a posture of secu-
rity for the prince’s residence as was necessary ; nor

! power,] government, s resolving] and resolved
71t] Not in MS. ¢ meuning] and meant
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BOOK was there any other strength designed to attend
VI about his highness’s person, than one regiment of
1645. horse, and one regiment of foot, for his guards, both

to be under * the command of the lord Capel; who
was likewise to raise them upon his own credit and
interest; there being, at that time, not one man
raised of horse or foot, nor any means in view for
the payment of them, when they should be raised;
nor, indeed, for the support of the prince’s family, or
his person. In so great a scarcity and poverty was
the king himself, and his court at Oxford.

There happened an accident at this time, that re-
conciled the minds of many to this journey of the
prince into the west, and looked like a good omen
that it would produce good effects ; though it proved
afterwards an occasion of much trouble and inconve-
nience. When the king returned through Somerset-
shire, after the defeat of the earl of Essex in Corn-
wall, there had been a petition delivered to him, in
the names of the gentry, clergy, frecholders, and
others his majesty’s protestant subjects of the county
of Somerset, in which they desired, « that his ma-
“ jesty would give them leave to petition the parlia-
“ ment, that there might be a treaty for peace; and
“ that they might have liberty to wait upon his ma-
“ jesty in person in his march; and that, when they
“ came to a nearer distance, they might then go before,
“ and deliver their petition ; and if they should not
“ obtain their so just request, they would then assist
“ his majesty to get that by the sword, which could
“be obtained no other way.” ToV that purpose,
they desired leave « to put themselves in arms, to

* both to be under] and both under ¥ To] And to
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“ attend his majesty in the journey.” This petition,
how indigested, or? impracticable soever in the
manner and way proposed, was contrived by some
persons of unquestionable fidelity to the king; who
thought, that, under this specious title of petitioners
for peace, they might draw even that whole popu-
lous county to appear for the king; and therefore
the king gave them a gracious reception, and liberty
to do all that they desired; believing it possible,
that he might even from thence recruit his foot,
which he most desired. But his majesty’s speedy
march left that design to be better weighed and di-
gested.

Upon the first fame of the prince’s being to visit
the west, and to keep his court there, some gentle-
men, of the best quality in the west, came to Ox-
ford, as intrusted by the rest to acquaint? his ma-
jesty, “ that they had now formed the design, they
¢ had formerly presented to him, much better than
“ it was; and that the four western counties, Dor-
“ set, Somerset, Devon, and Cornwall, had resolved
“ to enter into an association, and to -be joint peti-
‘ tioners to the parliament for peace; and that
“ their petition® should be sent by very many thou-
“ sands of the most substantial freeholders of the
« several counties, who © should have money enough
“ in their purses to defray their charges, going and
“ returning ; and whosoever refused to join in the
“ petition should be looked upon as enemies to
“ peace and their country, and accordingly treated®:

* or] and ¢ who] all who
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BOOK “ so that this address could not but have great in-

VI1l.

1645.

« fluence upon the parliament, being under the style
« of one and all; and could not but be looked upon
« as such.” They desired the king, « that the prince
“ might be made general of this association ; in or-
“ der to which, they would prov1de for his support
« according to his dignity; and, in the first place,
« take care for the raising a good guard of horse
« and foot, for the safety of his person.c”

Though this design, in the notions thereof, was
asf unpracticable as the former, yet his majesty
thought not fit to discountenance and reject it. It
was very vehemently pressed by many persons of
quality, in the name of the four western counties,
and among those who took it most to heart, sir
John Stawel was the chief; a gentleman of one of
the largest estates that any man possessed in the
west, who had, from the beginning of the parlia-
ment, shewed very great affection to the person of
the king, and to the government that was settled,
both in church and state; and from the beginning
of the war had engaged both his own person, and
his two sons, in the most active part of it, with sin-
gular courage; and had rendered himself as odious
to the parliament, as any man of that condition had
done. This gentleman was assisted and counselled
by & Mr. Fountain, a lawyer of eminency, who® had
been imprisoned, and banished London, for his de-
clared affection to the crown; and they two! had
first entertained and formed this project in their

: person.] royal person. counsel of
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own thoughts, and then, upon the communication BOOK
of it with some gentlemen, and more of the farm- ki .
ersk and freeholders of the county,! found such a
general concurrence with™ them, that they con-
cluded it could not but have good success, and
would bring the parliament to be glad of peace.
They were both very tenacious of what they had
once resolved, and believed all who objected against
their undertaking to be averse from peace; so that
the king concluded, that he would so far comply
with them, as to make the prince general of their
association, which he was sure could do no harm;
and they were so much delighted with the conde-
scension, that they promised speedily to make pro-
vision for the prince’s support, and for the raising
his guards of horse and foot; and to that purpose
made haste to Bristol, that all things might be ready
against the prince came thither.

Upon these reasons, the prince had two commis- The prince

of Wales
sions granted to him; one,™ to be general of the as-made gene-

sociation, and another, to be general of all the king’s Ef,gfs“‘e
forces in England. For when the king declared f)‘;’:ﬁi"j:s‘:_
his nephew prince Rupert to be general, in the ern associa-
place of the earl of Brentford, his hlghness desmed

“ that there might be no general in England but

“ the prince of Wales, and that he might receive

“ his commission from him;” which his majesty

took well; and so that commission of generalissimo

was likewise given to the prince, when in truth it

was resolved he should act no part in either, but

1645.
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BOOK remain quiet in Bristol, till the fate of all armies
VI could be better discerned.

The indisposition and melancholy which possessed
the court at Oxford, and all the king’s party, was
preserved from despair only by the extraordinary °
discontents and animosities in the parliament ; which
kept them from pursuing the advantages they had
had by united counsels. As soon as the commis-
sioners were returned from Uxbridge, and that a
treaty could be now no farther urged, the independ-
ent party (for so they were mow contented to be
called, in opposition to the other, which was styled
preshyterian) appeared barefaced, and vigorously
pressed on their self-denying ordinance, that so
they might proceed towards modelling their new
army, by putting out the old officers; during the
suspension whereof, there was no care for providing
for the troops they had, or making recruits, or pre-
paring any of those provisions which would be ne-
cessary for taking the field. They were now en-
tered into the month of March, which was used as
a strong argument by both parties, the one urging,
“ from the season of the year, the necessity of expe-
“ diting their resolution for the passing the ordi-
“ nance, that the army might be put into a posture
“ of marching;” the other pressing, “ that so great
“ an alteration ought not to be attempted, 4 when
“ there was so short a time to make it in: that
“ there would be apparent danger, that the enemy
“ would find them, without any army at all fit to
“ take the field;” and therefore desired, “that all

© extraordinary] wonderful 9 attempted,] affected,
? had] Not in MS.
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“ things might stand as they were till the end of
“ the next campaign; when, if they saw cause, they
‘“ might resume this expedient.” The other party
were loud against the delay, and said, “ that was
“ the way to make the war last; for managed as it
“ had been, they should be found at the end of the
‘“ pext campaign in the same posture they were
“ now in; whereas they made no doubt but, if this
“ ordinance was passed, they should proceed so vi-
“ gorously, that the next campaign should put an
“ end to the war.”

The debate continued many days in the house of
commons, with much passion, and sharp reflections
upon things and persons; whilst the house of peers
looked on, and attended the resolution below. Of
the presbyterian party, which passionately opposed
the ordinance, the chief were, Hollis, Stapleton,
Glin, Waller, Long, and others, who believed their
party much superior in number : as the independent
party was led by Nathaniel Fiennes, Vane, Crom-
well, Haslerig, Martin, and others, who spoke more
and warmer than they that opposed them. Of the
house of peers, there was none thought to be of this
last party * but the lord Say; all the rest were sup-
posed to be of the earl of Essex’s party; and so,
that it was impossible that the ordinance should ®
ever pass in the house of peers, though it should be
carried by the commons. But they were in this, as
in many other things, disappointed; for many, who
had sat silent, and been thought to have beent of
one party, appeared to be of the other. They who

™ this last party] their party t to have been] to be
¢ should] would
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BOOK thought they could never be secure in any peace,
- except the king were first at their mercy, and so
1645. obliged to accept the conditions they would give
him, were willing to change the hand in carrying
on the war; and many, who thought the earl of .
Essex behaved himself too imperiously, were willing

to have the command in one who was more their
equal. Many were willing he should be angered

and humbled, that himself might be more concerned

to advance a peace, which he had not been forward
enough to do, whilst he held the supreme command.
When the debate grew ripe, Saint-John, Pier-

point, Whitlock, and Crew, who had been thought

to be of the party of the earl of Essex, appeared for
passing the ordinance, as the only way to unite their
counsels, and to resist the common enemy ; saying, ®

« they discovered by what they heard abroad, and

“ by the spirit that governed in the city, that there

“ would be a general dissatisfaction in the people, if

“ this ordinance were not passed.” Then they fell

into a high admiration of the earl of Essex, extol-
ling * his great merit, and seemed to fear, * that the

“ war would never be carried on so happily as it

“ had been under him; or if it were, that the good

“ success must be still imputed to his conduct and

“ courage, which had formed their armies, and

“ taught them to fight.” By this kind of oratory,

and professing to decline their own inclinations and
dret:‘ey‘s:g wishes, purely for peace and unity, they so far pre-
vailed over those who were still surprised, and led

ordinance

P s by some craft, that the ordinance was passed in the

u saying,] whereas, ¥ By] And by
* extolling] and extolling
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house of commons, and transmitted to the peers for BOOK
their consent ; where nobody imagined it would ever "
1645.

ass.

3 After the battle at York, and that? the earl of
Manchester was required to march with his army
against the king, upon the defeat of the earl of Es-
sex in Cornwall, the Scottish army marched north-
wards, to reduce the little garrisons remaining® in
those parts; which was easily done. After which?
they marched to Newecastle, which, being defended
only by the townsmen, and in no degree fortified
for a siege, was given up to them, after as good a
resistance as could be made in such a place, and by
such people. So that they ¢ having no more to do
in those parts, the parliament thought not fit how-
ever? to dismiss them to return into their own
country, not knowing yet how far their new mo-
delled army would be able to carry on all their de-
signs. . And thercfore the Scottish army was again
advanced as far as York, and was to be applied as
there should be occasion.

- ¢The king had formerly, towards the end of the an account
year forty-three, considered how to give such a dis- Zi ;‘;253{}
turbance to Scotland, as might ob]ige their army to ¢ &

pedition

stay at home to quench a fire in their own coun- _;“tg Scot-
try;© butf all the advance which had been made

towards the execution of that design,# in the con-

* that] Not in MS. sideration how he might give

2 remaining] which still re-
mained

b After which] And there-
upon

¢ they] Not in MS.

9 however] yet

¢ The king—country ;] Here-
upon the king resumed the con-

such a disturbance to Scotland
as might oblige that army to
return, to quench the fire in
their own country ;

f but] for

g towards the execution of
that design,] towards that,
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pook ferences with the earl of Mountrose, and in the
VIIL — ommitment of duke Hamilton, had been checked

1645. for some time® by the king’s not being able to give
any troops to that earl, by the protection whereof
the loyal party of that kingdom might come to his
assistance, and discover their affection to his ma-
jesty. Notwithstanding which,? the vigorous spirit
of the earl of Mountrose had stirred him up to
make some attempt, whether he had any help or
no. The person whom that earl most hated and
contemned was the marquis of Argyle, who had
then the chief government of Scotland ; and though
he was a man endued with all the faculties of craft
and dissimulation that were necessary to bring great
designs to effect, and had, in respect of his estate
and authority, a very great interest in that king-
dom; yet he had no martial qualities, nor the re-
putation of more courage, than insolent and imperi-
ous persons, whilst they meet with no opposition,
are used to have.

The earl of Mountrose believed that his getting
safely into Scotland was much more difficult than it
would be to raise men enough there to control the
authority of Argyle. There was at that time at
Oxford the earl of Antrim, remarkable¥ for mno-
thing, but for having married the dowager of the
great duke of Buckingham, within few years after
the death of that favourite. By the possession of
her ample fortune, he had lived in the court in
great expense and some lustre, until his riot had

" checked for some time] dis- vourable, by any powér his ma-
continued from that time jesty had to contribute troops

! Notwithstanding which,] or any other assistance towards

Thus in MS. : And though this such an enterprise, yet
conjuncture was not more fa- k remarkable] notorious
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contracted so great a debt, that he was necessitated
to leave the kingdom, and to retire to his own for-
tune in Ireland, (which was very fair,) together with
his wife, who gave him reputation,! being a lady,
besides her own great extraction and fortune, as
heiress to the house of Rutland, and wife and mo-
ther to the dukes of Buckingham, of a very great
wit and spirit; and made the mean parts™ of her
present husband (a handsome man too) well enough
received in all places: so that they had lived in Ire-
land in splendour,® as they might well do, till that
rebellion drove the lady again from thence, to find
a livelihood out of her own estate in England. And
upon the queen’s first coming to Oxford, she like-
wise came thither;° where she found great respect
from all. The earl of Antrim, who was a man of
excessive pride and vanity, and of a very? weak
and narrow understanding, was no sooner without
the counsel and company of his wife, than he be-
took himself to the rebels, with an imagination that
his quality and fortune would give him the supreme
power over them; which, probably, 1 he never in-
tended to employ to the prejudice of the king, but
desired to appear so considerable, that he might be
looked upon as a greater man than the marquis of
Ormond; which was so uneasy and torturing an
ambition to him, that it led him into several faults
and follies. The rebels were glad of his presence,

!reputation,] great reputa- came thither;] And so she had

tion, upon the queen’s first coming
™ mean parts] littleness to Oxford likewise brought her-
" splendour,] great splen- self thither;

dour, P very] marvellous
° And upon the queen’s first 1 probably,] certainly,

coming to Oxford, she likewise
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pook and to have his name known to be among them, but

VIt

1645.

had no confidence in his abilities to advise or com-
mand them ; but relied much more upon his brother;,
Alexander Macdonnel, who was fast to their party,
and in their most secret counsels. '
The earl, according to his natural unsteadiness,
did not like his station there, but, by disguise, got
himself into the protestant quarters, and from thence
into England, and so to Oxford, where his wife then
was, and made his presence not unacceptable; the
king not having then notice of his having ever been
among the Irish rebels; but he pretended to have
great credit and power in Ireland to serve the king,
and to dispose the Irish to a peace, if he should have
any countenance from the king; which his majesty
knew him too well to think him capable of. Whe-
ther the carl of Antrim had his original extraction
in Scotland, or the marquis of Argyle his in Ireland,
must be left to the determination of those that are
skilled in the genealogy of the family of the Macdon-
nels;* to the superiority whereof they both pretend;
and the earl of Antrim, to much of those lands in
the Highlands of Scotland, which were possessed hy
Argyle: and the greatest part of his estate in Ire-
land was in that part of Ulster that lies next Scot-
land, and his dependents near S of the same language
and manner of living with the Highlanders of Scot-
land. The knowledge of this disposed the earl of
Mountrose to make a great acquaintance with him
as soon as he came to Oxford, and to consult with
him, whether it might not be possible to draw a body

* of those that are skilled in of the family of Macdonnels ;
the genealogy of the family of s near] Not in MS.
the Macdonnels ;] of the bards
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of inen out of Ireland to be such a foundation for Boox
raising forces in Scotland, as might advance the en- i o
terprise he had so long in his heart; it being noto- 1645
rious enough that the Highlanders in Scotland had

very good affections for the king; and desired no-
thing more than to free themselves from the hard
slavery they had long endured under the tyranny of
Argyle. The passage over the sea in those places,
between Scotland and Ireland, is so narrow, that the
people often make their markets in one and the other

in the space of few hours; and the hardiness of both
people is such, that they have no delight in the su-
perfluity of diet or clothing, or the great commodity

of lodging ; and were very fit to constitute an army

that was not to depend upon any supplies of money,

or arms, or victual, but what they could easily pro-

vide for themselves, by the dexterity that is univer-

sally practised in those parts.

The earl of Antrim, who was naturally a great
undertaker, and desired nothing so much, as that the
king should believe him to be a man of interest and
power in Ireland, was highly ¢ exalted, when he dis-
covered by the earl of Mountrose, that he was thought
to have credit enough in that part of Ireland to per-
form a service for the king, which he never before
entertained a thought of. So that he presently un-
dertook to the earl of Mountrose, * that, if the king
“ would grant him a commission, he would raise an
“ army in Ireland, and transport it into Scotland;
“ and would himself be in the head of it; by means
“ whereof he believed all the clan of the Macdonnels
“ in the Highlands of Scotland might be persuaded to

¢ highly] infinitely
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« follow him.” When the earl of Mountrose had
formed such a reasonable undertaking, as he believed
the earl of Antrim might in truth be able to comply
with, he acquainted the lord Digby with it, who was
a friend to all difficult designs, and desired him  to
« propose it to the king, and to let his majesty know,
¢ that he was so confident of the earl of Antrim’s
“ being able to perform what should be necessary,
¢“ (for he would be very well content, if he would
“ send over a body but of two thousand men into
¢ Scotland, which he well knew he could easily do,)
“ that he would himself be in the Highlands to receive
¢ them, and run his fortune with them, if his majesty
“ would give him leave to gather up such a number
¢ of his countrymen about Oxford, as would be will-
“ing to accompany him; with whom® he would
‘ make his way thither; and that, if no time were
“ lost in prosecuting this design, he did hope, that
“ by the time the Scottish army * should be ready
“ to take the field, they should receive such an alarm
“ from their own country, as should hinder their ad-
‘ vance.”

Upon this overture, the king conferred with the
two earls together; and finding the earl of Antrim
forward to undertake the raising as many men as
should be desired, if he might have the king’s com-
mission to that purpose; and knowing well, that he
had, in that part of the kingdom, interest enough to
do it; and the earl of Mountrose as confidently as-
suring his majesty, “that with two thousand men
“ landed in the Highlands, he would quickly raise an
“ army, with which he could disquiet that kingdom;”

" with whom] and with those my in England
* Scottish army] Scottish ar-
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and the design being more probable than any other
that could be proposed to the same purpose, his ma-
jesty resolved to encourage it all he could, that is, to
give it countenance; for he had neither money, nor
arms, nor ammunition, to contribute to it in any de-
gree. The great objection that appeared at the first
entrance into it was, * that though the earl of An-
“ trim had power in Ulster, and among the Roman
“ Catholics, he was very odious to the protestants,
* and pbnoxious to the state at Dublin, many things
“ being discovered against him of his correspondence
“ with the rebels, which were not known when he
“ came into England.” But that which gave most
umbrage (for nobody suspected his conjunction with
the rebels) was his declared ““ malice to the lord lieu-
“ tenant, the marquis of Ormond, and the contempt
* the marquis had of him, who would therefore un-
“ dervalue any proposition should be made by him,
“ being a man Y of so notorious * a levity and incon-
¢ stancy, that he did not use to intend the same
¢ thing long. There could be no trusting him with
“ any commission independent upon the marquis of
“ Ormond, or allowing him ? to do any thing in Ire-
“ land without the marquis’s privity,” and such a li-
“ mitation would by no means be grateful to him.c
“ And though ¢ the benefit the king’s friends in Scot-
“land ¢ would receive by the carrying away any
“ body of men out of Ulster, would f be a great less-
“ ening and abatement of the strength of the Irish

¥ being a man} who was ¢ to him.] to the other.
* notorious] notable 4 And though] Besides
2 allowing him] Not in MS. ¢ the king's friends in Scot-
b marquis’s privity,] his pri- land] that Scotland
vity, fwounld] it would
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B0OK « pebels, who had the command over those parts;
oy yet & if the carl of Antrim, under any authority
1645. « from the king, should indiscreetly behave himself,
¢ (as no man who loved him best had any confidence
« in his discretion,) all the reproaches cast upon his
“ majesty, of his countenancing those rebels, would

« receive the greatest confirmation imaginable.”
The foresight of these difficulties gave life to an
intrigue in the court, which for some time had not
succeeded.” Daniel O’Neile (who was in subtlety
and understanding much superior to the whole na-
tion of the old Irish) had long laboured to be of the
bedchamber to the king. He was very well known
toi the court, having spent many years between that
and the Low Countries, the winter season in the one,
and the summer always in the army in the other;
as good ¥ an education towards advancement in the
world as that age knew. He had a fair reputation
in both climates, having a competent fortune of his
own to support himself without dependence,! and a
natural insinuation and address, which made him ac-
ceptable in the best company. He was-a great ob-
server and discerner of men’s natures and humours,
and was very dexterous in compliance where he
found it useful. As soon as the troubles ™ begun in
Scotland, he had, with the first, the command of a
troop of horse; to which he was by all men held
very equal, having had good experience in the most
active armies of that time, and a courage very noto-
rious. And though his inclinations were naturally

g yet] but then ¥ as good] which was as good
b had not succeeded.] had ! dependence,] dependence
been eclipsed. or beholdingness,

ito] in ™ troubles] first troubles
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to ease and luxury, his industry was indefatigable,
when his honour required it, or his particular inter-
est, which he was never without, and to which he
‘was very indulgent, made it necessary or convenient.

In the second troubles in Scotland he had a
greater command, and some part in most of the in-
trigues of the court, and was in great confidence with
those who most designed the destruction of the earl
of Strafford ; against whom he had contracted some
prejudice in the behalf of his nation: yet when the
parliament grew too imperious, he entered very
frankly into those new designs, which were contrived
at court, with less circumspection than both the
season and the weight of the affair required. And
in this combination, in which men were most con-
cerned for themselves, and to receive good recom-
pense for the adventures they made, he had either
‘been promised, or at least encouraged by the queen,
to hope to be made groom of the bedchamber, when
a vacancy should happen.® When the civil war be-
gun, he, being then in the Low Countries, vhaving
made an escape out of the Tower, where he stood
committed by the parliament upon a charge of high
treason, chose rather to be lieutenant colonel of horse
to prince Rupert, than the name of a greater officer,
which he might well have pretended to; presuming
that, by his dexterity, he should have such an inter-
est in that young prince, as might make his relation
to him superior to those who had greater titles. He
had the misfortune, at the first coming of the prince,
to have credit with him to make some impressions
and prejudices, which he would have been glad af-

" happen.] appear.
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BOOK terwards to have removed, when he saw others had
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credit likewise to build upon those foundations,
which he hoped to have had the sole authority to
have supervised and directed. When he saw some
of his fraternity promoted to offices and honours,
who had not ventured or suffered more than he, (for
if he had not made his escape out of the Tower very
dexterously in a lady’s dress, he had been in mani-
fest danger of his life,) and whose pretences were not
better founded, than upon the promises made at the
same time, when he had promised himself to be of
the bedchamber, he now pressed likewise © to be ad-
mitted into that attendance; and the queen had been
very solicitous with the king on his behalf, being con-
scious to herself, that he had been encouraged by her?
to hope it. But the king could by no means be pre-
vailed with to receive him, having contracted a pre-
judice against him with reference to the earl of Straf-
ford, or upon some other reason, which could not be
removed by all his friends, or by the queen herself;
who therefore bid him expect a better conjuncture.
This @ O’Neile took very heavily; and the more, be-

cause his condition in the

o (for if he had not made his
escape out of the Tower very
dexterously in a lady’s dress, he
had been in manifest danger of
his life,) and whose pretences
were not better founded, than
upon the promises made at the
same time, when he had pro-
mised himself to be of the bed-
chamber, he now pressed like-
wise] Through this portion lord
Clarendon had drawn his pen,
and interlined as follows: A-

army was less pleasant to

mongst those to whom the
queen had promised preferment
in the beginning of the troubles,
O’Neile was one, whom her
majesty had promised to make
groom of the king’s bedcham-
ber; and Percy and Wilmot be-
ing now made lords, by virtue .
of that promise that had been
made at the same time, he had
pressed likewise &c.
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him, by prince Rupert’s withdrawing his graces from B o
him. :

The design of* the earls of Mountrose and An-
trim, which was yet wholly managed with the king
by the lord Digby, who was likewise of intimate
friendship with O’Neile, gave him opportunity to set
this pretence again on foot. It was generally®known
that O’Neile, whether by alliance, or friendship, or
long acquaintance, had more power with the earl of
Antrim than any man; and that by the ascendant
he had in his understanding, and the dexterity of
his nature, in which he was superior to most men,
he could persuade him very much; and it was as
notorious, that the marquis of Ormond loved O’Neile
very well, and had much esteem for him. Upon this
ground the lord Digby told the king, “ that he had
“ thought of an expedient, which he did Delieve
“ might relieve him in the perplexities he sustained
“ concerning the conduct of the carl of Antrim;”
and then proposed “the sending O’Neile with him ;
“ who should first dissuade him from affecting to
“ have any commission himself to act in Ireland;
“ and then incline him to depend upon the assistance
“ and authority of the marquis of Ormond; who
¢ should be required by the king to contribute all he
% could for the making those levies of men, and for
“ impressing of ships, and other vessels, for their
“ transportation into the Highlands; and then that
“ he should go over himself with the earl, and stay
“ with him during his abode in Dublin; by which
“ he might begin and preserve a' good intelligence
“ between him and the marquis of Ormond; and

1645.
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sook * dispose the marquis of Ormond to gratify him

VIII,

“in all things that might concern so important a
« gervice ; which, besides the letters he should carry
¢« with him from the king, his own credit with the
“ marquis, and his singular address, would easily
“ bring to pass.”

This proposition was very agreeable to the king,
who knew O’Neile was equal to this business;" and
the lord Digby did not in the least insinuate any de-
sign for O’Neile’s advantage in the service, which
would have diverted the negociation : thereupon his
majesty himself spoke to him of the whole design,
the lord Digby desiring he would do so, pretending
that he had not communicated any part of it to him,
being not sure of his majesty’s approbation. He re-
ceived it as a thing he had never thought of; and
when the king asked him, “ whether he thought the
« earl had interest enough in those parts of Ireland
“ to levy and transport a body of men into the High-
“ lands ?” he answered readily, “ that he knew well,
“ that there were so many thére, where the earl’s
“ estate lay, who depended absolutely upon him,
“ that there would be men enough ready to go
“ whither, or do what he required them : and that
« the men were hardy and stout for any service : but
“ the drawing a body of them together, and trans-
“ porting them, would require, he doubted, more
“ power than the earl himself had, or could be *
“ master of. He said, there were two objections in
“view, and a third, that he was not willing for
“ many reasons to make. The first was, that no-
“ thing of that nature could be done without the

¥ equal to this business ;] very * could be] was
equal to this function ;
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“ authority and power of the marquis of Ormond, B“?I?LK
“ which, no doubt, would be applied to any purpose
“ his majesty should direct; yet that the earl of An-
“ trim had behaved himself so indiscreetly towards
“ the marquis, and so unhandsomely disobliged him,
 that it could not but be the severest command his
“ majesty could lay upon the marquis, to enter into
« any kind of conjunction or conversation with that
“ earl. The second was, that, though the earl’s in-
“ terest could make as many men as he desired to
“ enter into any action or engagement he would pre-
¢ scribe, he much doubted the Irish commander
“in chief, who had the military power of those
“ parts, would hardly permit a body of those men,
“ which they reckoned their best soldiers, to be
“ transported ; and thereby their own strength to be
¢ lessened ;” which was an objection of weight, and
not mentioned before to the king, nor considered by
him. He said * he was unwilling to make another
“ objection, which reflected upon a person so dear to
 him, and for whom he would at any time lay down
¢ his life; which was, that he much feared the earl
“ of Antrim had not steadiness of mind enough to go
“ through with such an undertaking, which other-
“ wise would be as easy as honourable.”

The king, well satisfied with the discourse he
made, told him, ¢ that he was not himself without
“ the same apprehensions he had, and knew but one
“ way to secure the business,” if 2 he would under-
“ take the journey with him, by which all his fears
“ would be composed ; his counsel would govern the
* earl in all things, and his credit with the marquis

1645.
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BOOK “ of Ormond, which should be improved by his ma-
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“ jesty’s recommendation, would prevent any preju-
“ dice in him towards the earl.” The king added,
“ that the service itself was of so vast importance,
“ that it might preserve his crown, and therefore his
“ conducting it, without which he saw little hope of
“ success, would be a matter of great merit, and
“ could not be unrewarded.” O’Neile seemed won-
derfully surprised with the proposition, and in some
disorder (which he could handsomely put on when
he would) said, ¢ that he would never disobey any
“ command his majesty would positively lay upon
“him: but that he should look upon it as the
“ greatest misfortune that could befall him, to re-
“ ceive such a command, as would deprive him of
“ attending upon his majesty in the next campaign,
“ where he was sure there must be a battle; from
“ which # he had rather lose his life than be absent.”
Then he said,  though the earl of Antrim was his
“ kinsman and his friend, and one, who, he thought,
“loved him better than he did any other man, yet
“he was the last man in England with whom he
“ would be willing to join in any enterprise;” men-
tioning his pride, and levity, and weakness, and many
infirmities, which made it appear more requisite,
that a wiser man should have the application of his
interest; which he knew must be himself. The
king renewed his desire to him to undertake the
service, as the greatest he could perform for him ;
and commanded him to confer with the lord Digby,
who should inform him of all particulars, and should
find the best way to make the earl of Antrim to

* from which] when
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communicate the affair to him, and to wish his as- ot
sistance ; which was easily brought to pass; nor was
there any thing relating to it that the lord Digby .
had not before imparted to him; though the king
suspected it not.

The lord Digby had now brought the business to
the state he wished ; and, within two or three days,
told the king “ how glad the earl of Antrim was,
“ that he had leave to communicate the matter with
“ O’'Neile; and desired nothing more than that his
“ majesty would command him to go over with
“ him ; which was an excellent point gained, where-
“ in he had himself chosen the person who was only
“fit to be with him, whereas he might have heen
¢ jealous, if he had been first recommended to him.
“ The earl had, upon the first mention of him, taken
“ notice of the difficulty he might find to draw his
“ men out of the Irish quarters, by the opposition of
“ those who commanded there in chief: but, he
“ said, if the king would make O’Neile go with
“ him, all that difficulty would be removed; for
“ Owen O’Neile, who was uncle to Daniel, was the
¢ general of all the Irish in Ulster, and incomparably
“ the best soldier, and the wisest man that was
“ among the Irish vebels, having long served the
“ king of Spain in Flanders in very eminent com-
“ mand ; and the earl said, that he was sure Daniel
 had that credit with his uncle, that he would not
“ refuse, at his request, to connive at what was ne-
“ cessary for the earl to do; which was all he de-
“ sired.”

The lord Digby left not this circumstance, which
he pretended never to have thought of before, unob-
served, to advance the counsel he had given for em-
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ploying O’Neile; whom he took occasion then to
magnify again; and told the king, ¢ that he had
« already convinced the earl of Antrim of the folly
“ of desiring any other commission than what the
“ marquis of Ormond should find necessary to give
¢ him; and how impossible it was for him to have
“ any success in that design, without the cheerful
« concurrence and friendship of the marquis: which
“ the earl was now brought to confess, and solemnly
¢ promised to do all he should be advised, to compass
“ijt.” But after all this, he lamented ¢ O’Neile’s ®
“ obstinate aversion to undertake the journey, for
“ many reasons; who, he said, had engaged him,®
¢ under all the obligations of the friendship that was
“ between them, to prevail ¢ with his majesty, that
“ he might not be absent from his charge in the
“ army, in a season when there must be so much
“ action, and when his majesty’s person, whom he
“ so dearly loved, must be in so great danger; and
“ that he had told him freely, that he could not ho-
¢ nestly move his majesty to that purpose, whom he
“ knew to be so possessed of the necessity of his go-
“ing into Ireland with the earl, that he should de-
¢ spair of the whole enterprise, which was the most
“ hopeful he had in his view, if he did not cheer-
“ fully submit to act his part towards it: but that
“ notwithstanding all he had said, by which he had
‘ shut out all farther importunity towards himself,
“ his majesty must expect to be very much struggled
“ with; and that O’Neile would lay himself at his
“ feet, and get all his friends to join with him in a

b O'Neile’s] his 9 to prevail] that he would
¢ who, he said, had engaged prevail
him,] and had obliged him,
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¢ supplication for his majesty’s excuse;¢ and that BOOK
« there was no more to be done, but that his ma-
“ jesty, with some warmth, should command him to
“ desist from farther importunity, and to comply
“ with what he should expect from him; which, he
* said, he knew would silence all farther opposition :
“ for that O’Neile had that entire resignation to his
‘“ majesty’s pleasure, that he would rather die than
“ offend him.” Upon which, and to cut off all far-
ther mediation and interposition, the king presently
sent for him, and graciously conjured him, with as
much passion as he could shew, “ to give over all
* thoughts f of excuse, and to provide for his journey
“ within three or four days.”

All things being thus disposed, and the king ex-
pecting every day that the earl and O’Neile would
take their leaves, the lord Digby came to him, and
said, ¢ Mr. O’Neile had an humble suit to his ma-
“ jesty at parting; which to him did not seem un-
“ reasonable, and therefore he hoped his majesty
“ would raise the spirits of the poor man, since he
“ did believe in his conscience, that he desired it
“ more for the advancement of his majesty’s service,
“ than to satisfy his own ambition.” He put him in
mind of the long * pretence he had to be groom of
« his bedchamber, for the which he could not choose
“ but say, that he had the queen’s promise, at the
“ same time when Percy and Wilmot had the like
“ for their honours, which they had since received
“ the accomplishment of: that his majesty had not
“ yet rejected the suit, but only deferred the grant-
“ ing it; not without giving him leave in due time

¢ excuse ;] pardoun ; f thoughts] hope
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BOOK “to hope it: that there could not be so proper a
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“ season as this & for his majesty to confer this grace
¢« that Mr. O’Neile was without a rival, and, in the
« eyes of all men, equal to his pretence; and so no
« man could be offended at the success: that he was
« now upon an employment of great trust, chosen
« Dy his majesty as the only person who could bring
«“ an enterprise of that vast expectation to a good
“ end, by his conduct and dexterity: that it must
“ he a journey of great expense, besides the hazard *
“ of it; yet he asked no money, because he knew
“ there was none to be had; he begged only that he
“ might depart with such a character, and testimony
“ of his majesty’s favour and good opinion, that he
“ might be thereby the better qualified to perform
“ the trust that was reposed in him: that the con-
¢ ferring this honour upon him, at this time, would
“ increase the credit he had with the earl of Antrim;
« at least confirm his unconstant nature in an abso-
“ lute confidence in him: it would make him more
“ considerable to the marquis of Ormond, and the
“ council there, with whom he might have occasion
“ often to confer about his majesty’s service; but,
“ above all, it would give him that authority over
“ his countrymen, and would be such an obligation
“ upon the whole Irish nation, (there having never
“ yet been any Irishman admitted to a place so near
“ the person of the king,) that it might produce un-
“ expected effects, and could not fail of disposing
“ Owen O’Neile, the general, to hearken to any
¢ thing his nephew should ask of him.”

How much reason soever this discourse carried

¢ as this] Not in MS. " hazard] danger or hazard
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with it, with all the insinuations a very powerful
speaker could add to it in the delivery, the lord
Digby found an aversion and weariness in the king
all the time he was speaking ; and therefore, as his
last effort, and with a countenance as if he thought
his majesty much in the wrong, he concluded, ¢ that
“ he doubted ! his majesty would too late repent his
« aversion in this particular; and that men ought
“ not to be sent upon such errands with the sharp
“sense of any disobligation: that if his majesty
“ pleased, he might settle this affair in such a man-
“ ner as O'Neile might go away very well pleased,
“ and his majesty enjoy the greatest part of his re-
¢ solution : that O’Neile should not be yet in so near
“ an attendance about his person: that the employ-
“ ment was full of hazard, and’ would require a
“ great expense of time: that he was a man of that
“ nature as would not leave a business half done, and
“ would be ashamed to see his majesty’s face, before
“ there were some very considerable effect of his
“ activity and industry; and considering what was
“ to be done in Ireland, and the posture of affairs in
“ England, it might be a very long time before
“ ’Neile might find himself again in the king’s
“ presence, to enter upon his office in the bedcham-
“ ber;” and therefore proposed, ¢ that the hour he
“ was to leave Oxford he might be sworn groom of
“ the bedchamber ; by which he should depart only
“ with a title, the effect whereof he should not be
“ possessed of, before he had very well deserved it,
“ and returned again to his majesty’s presence;

' doubted] much doubted Jj and] however
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< the other had to live.” This last prevailed more
than all the rest, and the imagination that the other
might be well satisfied with a place he should never
enjoy, made his majesty consent, that, in the last ar-
ticle of time, he should be sworn before his depar-
ture; with which the other was well satisfied,!
making little doubt but that he should be able to
despatch that part of the business which was incum-
bent on him,” in so short a time, as he might return
to his attendance in the bedchamber (where he
longed to be) sooner than the king expected ; which
fell out accordingly, for he was again with his ma-
jesty in the summer following, which was that of
forty-four ™.

Whilst this intrigue was carrying on for Mr.
O’Neile, there was another, as unacceptable, set on
foot on the behalf of the earl of Antrim; for whose
person the king had as little regard or kindness, as
for any man of his rank. The duchess of Bucking-
ham his wife was now in Oxford, whom the king
always heard with favour; his majesty retaining a
most gracious memory of her former husband, whom
he thought she had forgotten too soon. This lady,
being of a great wit and spirit, when she found that
the king now thought her hushband good for some-
what, which he had never before done, was resolved
he should carry with him some testimony of the

¥ which, possibly, might re- him,] to which he was incum-
quire more time] which must bent,

ta!«e up mu_ch time, and possibly "in the summer following;
might require more which was that of forty-four.]
} satisfied,] contented, before the battle of Naseby in

™ which was incumbent on the summer following.
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king’s esteem ; which she thought would be at least °
some justification of the affection she had manifested
for him. She told the king, * that her husband
“ was so eclipsed in Ireland, by the no-countenance
“ his majesty had ever shewed towards him, and by
“ his preferring some who were his equals-to de-
“ grees and trusts above him, and by raising others,
“ who were in all respects much inferior to him, to
“ the same title with him, and to authority above
¢ him, that she believed he had not credit and in-
“ terest enough to do the service he desired to do:
“ that, in that country, the lords and greatest men
“ had reputation over their tenants and vassals, as
“ they were known to have grace from the king;
“and when they were known to be without that,
“ they had no more power than to exact their own
“ just services.” She lamented “ the misfortune of
* her husband, which she had the more reason to
“ do, because it proceeded from her; and that,
“ whereas he had reason to have expected, that, by
‘ his marriage with her, he might have been ad-
“ vanced in the court, and in his majesty’s favour,
“ he had found so little benefit from thence, that he
“ might well believe, as she did, that he suffered for
‘it ; otherwise, it would not have been possible for
‘“a person of the earl of Antrim’s estate and in-
“ terest, and so well qualified, as she had reason to
‘“ believe him to be in all respects, after the expense
“ of so much money in attendance? upon the court,
“ to be without any mark or evidence of his ma-
« jesty’s favour; and to return now again in the
“ same forlorn condition into Ireland, would but

© at least] at last in attendance
P in attendance] as he spent
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BOOK{* give his enemies more encouragement to insult
VI« over him, and to cross any designs he had to ad-
1645. « vance his majesty’s service.” In conclusion she
desired,  that the king would make her husband a
“ marquis;” without which she did as good as de-
clare, that he should not undertake that employ-
ment. Though his majesty was neither pleased
with the matter nor the manner, he did not discern
so great an inconvenience in the gratifying him, as
might weigh down the benefit he expected with re-
ference to Scotland ; which the earl of Mountrose
every day, with great earnestness, put him in mind
of. Thereupon, he gave order for a warrant to make

the earl of Antrim a marquis.
Theeariof S04 he and O’Neile, being well pleased, begun

Mountros o e ; .

goes pric. . their journey for Ireland ; and at the same time the
;ﬁfﬁin‘;m earl of Mountrose took his leave of the king with
and raises - geyeral gentlemen, as if they meant to make their

an army

andbus  way together into Scotland.” But the earl of Mount-
edets rose, after he had continued his journey two or three
days in that equipage, which he knew could be no
secret, and that it would draw the enemy’s troops
together for the guard of all passes to meet with
him, was found missing one morning by his com-
pany ; who, after some stay and inquiry, returned
back to Oxford, whilst that noble person, with in-
credible address and fatigue, had not only quitted
his company and his servants, but his horse also,
and found a safe passage, for the most part, on foot,

through all the enemy’s quarters, till he came to

4 So] And so than Worcester, all between that

* Scotland.] MS. adds: It was and Scotland being possessed by

looked upon as a very desperate the parliament and the Scots

attempt, the king’s extending at  army.
that time no farther northward
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the very borders: from whence, by the assistance of B\O(;K
friends whom he trusted, he found himself secure -

in the Highlands, where he lay quiet, without un-
dertaking any action, until the marquis of Antrim,
by the countenance and assistance of the marquis of
Ormond, did make good so much of his undertaking,
that he sent over® Alexander Macdonnel, a stout and
an active officer, (whom they called by an Irish ap-
pellation Calkito,) with a regiment of fifteen hun-
dred soldiers ; who landed in the Highlands in Scot-
land, at or near the place that had been agreed on,
and where the earl of Mountrose was ready to re-
ceive them; which he 'did with great joy; and
quickly published his commission of being general
for the king over all that kingdom. With this hand-
ful of men, brought together with those circum-
stances remembered, he brought in so many of his
own countrymen to join with him, as were strong
enough to arm themselves at the charge of their
enemies ; whom they first defeated; and every day
increased * in power, till he fought and prevailed in
so many several battles, that he made himself, upon
the matter, master of the" kingdom ; and did all
those stupendous acts, which deservedly are the sub-
ject of a history by itself, excellently written in La-
tin by a learned prelate of that nation. And this
preamble to that history* was not improper for this
relation, being made up of many secret passages
known to few; in whichY the artif<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>