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¢ Houses, churches, mixt together,
Streets unpleasant in all weather; ‘ )
Gaudy things enoogh to tempt ye, C e
Showy outsides, insides empty;
Lawyers, poets, priests, physiciaus,
Noble, simple, all conditions; 1
. Women, black, red, fair, and grey,
Prudes, and such as never pray;
Many a beau without a shilling,
Many s widow not unwilling ;
Many a bargain if yqu strike it:
‘This is London—how d’ye like it
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RIGHT HONOURABLE GEORGE HAKRY GREY, °

4

RARL OF

STAMFORD AND WARRINGTON,
—————
. My. Loz,

. Your. permission to inscribe this

Work to your Lordship is truly gratifying
to me, while it affords me an opportunity
thus publicly to express my gratitude, for-
your benignity, and munificent patronage.
Equally prized by the virttious part of the
community, for your genuine patriotism,
and your unostentatious liberality as the
patron of several public institutions; and

esteemed by your friends, for those social
A2 '



14 DEDICATION.

virtues yhich render Nobility still more
illustrious : may your Lordship long con-
tinue, one of the ornaments of that superb
s Corinthian Column,” which adorns, while
it supports the national edifice,

I remain,

My Lord,
Your Lbrdéhip’s 'grateful,-‘
| and :most obedient Servant,
JOHN CORRY.

London, March 1, 1820,
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ENGLISH METROPOLIS;.

OR, N

LONDON IN THE YEAR 1820.

A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF LONDON,

~

AxLr the researches of our -antiquaries have
failed to discover the precise time when London
was founded. Some authors trace its origin to
the -Aborigines, whom  they uséert were Goths,
" who settled in Britain long before this island was
invaded by the Romans. -Even the etymology of
this city is attributed to those settlers, in whose
language lun signified a grove, and den a town,
or the town in the wood: other writers derive
~its name from the langunage of the ancient Bri-
tons, in which leyn is a lake, and din 4 town, or
the - town on the lake; but it must be evident
to eommon sense, that both these conjectures are
arbitrary, vague, and unsatisfactory.
The first historical account of London is that
recorded by the Romans, whose common prac-

~
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tice it was to give new names to the places
which they conquered. They first called this
‘city Londinum, and afterwards Augusta. Lon-
don is mentioned by Tacitus as a place of some
importance in the first century.. ‘¢ Suetonius,”
says he, “ marched through the country as far
‘as London, a place not dignified with the name
of -a colony, but.the, chief residence. of merchants,
and the great mart of rade and commerce.”
Among the few remains of antiquity in this
city, may be mentioned London Stone, near St.
Swithin’s church, in Cannon-street. It is sup-
posed to have been the Milliarium of the Romans,
from which they wmeasured distances .tp their
stogions in. Britaio, - Watling-siseet. was'one of
the Roman' military ways, and OM-street -ap-
other. The first-erestion of .the Tawer of Lan-
don wai aseribsd fo. Julins Cwmsar. by Fitz-
Stephen, an historian of very doubiful anthonity 3
~ but it is certain thas- William 1. erected a.fortress
on the present site of the Tower; to overawe his
new subjects, the citivens of London.  West-
minster Abbey was built by King ‘Edgar, in
the year 9568, and Westminster Hall by William
1., about the latter.end of ‘the eleventh cen.
tory. Some remains.of the religious houses supe
pressed by Henry VIIL. are to be found in.the
city, but they are inconsiderable, and neglected.
- This great metropolis has undombtedly existed
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mearly two thowsand years, and has undergone
many memorable vicissitudes since the buts of
the Aborigines, and the more convenient man«
sions of the ancient Romans, were erected on
the northern bank of the Thames. At the pre-
-sent moment, London is the most interesting
spot on the habitable globe, whether considered
as the nursery of arts, the centre of European
commeree, the seat of the legislature, or the
abode of a vast population. According to the
computation of.a living author, this world is in-

babited by ene thousand millions of human

‘beings:* of these London contains about one
million, or a'thousandth part of the population of
the earth ; .and in what other commwunaity are
such numerous and comfortable accommodations
attainable, so much geuneral knowledge, and so
“steady and uninterrupted an enjoyment of social
happiness, sacared and protected by the wise and
ipartial administration of equitable laws? As
far as regards the human person and character,
Loudon presents.an: endless diversity to the ob-
servant aye, frem the glossy sable of the African,
to the perfect bloom.of English feminine beauty ;
and from the imperfection of the misshapen
dwatf, often. to be met with in the city, to the
elegant symmetry and. maejestio stature of the
manly- form, - In mental endowments aud ac-
| quirements, {00, 5 mest, intergsting gradutlon is
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frequently  perceptible in this metropolis, from
the rustic simplicity and innocence of the village
maid just arrived at her first place in town, to

- the beauty, grace, and refinement of the young
lady,

“ - Adorn’d
‘With all that earth and heaven can bestow

To make her amiable ;”

and the gradual developement of mind, from the
plain goodsense of the industrious handicraftsman,

_intent upon earning his daily bread, up to the

aspirations of ‘the sagacious statesman, the suc-
cessful researches of the experimental philo- -
sopher, and the inventive energy of the man of
elevated imagination, who shines as a musical
composer, an artist, or an author.

- But while the city, as it is significantly called,
is ‘thronged with merchants, tradesmen; and the
subordinate classes of society to whom they give.

_employment ; while the pleased rambler views

alternately numerous warehouses stored with va-
luable merchandise, and shops -overflowing with
the most choice and elegant, as well as -useful;
prodtctions of nature and art; -or gratifies the
imagination with a glance at those magnificent
edifices which adorn the eastern division of - the
metropolis, the western part is not witheut ob-
jects of equal, or, perhaps, still greater attraction.

Westminster has-for many centuries been dis-

N\
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tinguished as the seat of government. It con-
tains the edifice appropriated to the purposes of
legislation, and the courts of law. It is-also the
principal residence . of the nobility and geuntry
of the United Kingdom, who come to town about :
the end of autumn, and usually spend the winter
here, except during the Christmas holidays, when
many of them revisit their country seats, for the
purposes of festivity, hospitality, and that noble
munificence which they annually exercise by the -
distribution of clothing, fuel, provisions, and
money, among their indigent neighbours,
~ The presence of some thousands of our opulent
nobility, gentry, and merchants, in the west end
of the -town, eperates as a powerful attractive to
" ingenious and aspiring individuals, who crowd
thither to share the animating influence af wealthy
patronage. Hence the mansions of the great
are furnished with elegance and splendour be~
yond the power of description ; and the drawing-
room, and the assembly, display those polished
circles where social parties with the freedom and
propriety of polite manners, enjoy the delights
of music, dancing, luxurious refection, and the
still higher gratification of friendly conversatiap. .
London has for several ages been gradually
enlarged with a steady progression, arising from
prosperous commerce ; and its regular improve-
ment has been the happy consequence of that
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intellectual power and intelligence, for which the
free mind is peculiarly pre-eminent. Genius,
aided by wealth, has thus produced a city abound-
ing with all the accommodations that man can
require, or invention devise. 'The rapid improve-
ment in the western part of the metropolis with-
in the last fifty years, has been superior to that
in any part of the world, with the exception,
perhaps, of Liverpool. For many ages, the man-
sions erected by several of the nobility in West.
minster and its vicinity, contributed essentially to
the increase of this part of the capital, both in
houses and population. Speculators purehased
ground, marked out new streets and squares, and
erected commodious and beautiful mansions.
The: salubrity of the place, the convenience of
~ the tenements, and the hope of patronage from
the great, soon induced tradesmen to occupy the
new buildings; and numerous shops displayed
the various merchandise of .the mercer, the ‘mil-
liner, the embroiderer, the jeweller, the uphol-
sterer, and all those trades which aid in the ems-
bellishment of a great city. —

The erection of several modern edifices also
contributed to the magnificence of Loudon.
Three new bridges across the Thames, in addi-
tion to the three which had for ages been the
boast of this city, at once prometed the conve-
mient intercourse of the public, and presented
1
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e

noble objects to the observation of natives and
foreigners. The new Custom House, erected on
an extensive scale, is at once ornamental, and

- . conducive to the success of commerce, by the fa-

cility it affords to the man of business ; the church
of Mary-le-bone, near the Regent’s Park, an
ornamental edifice of stone ; and the new church
of St. Pancras, another elegant structure, now
nearly finished, constitate superb and durable or-
naments to London.

Such is the bright side of the picture of mo-
dem London ; but many are the shades of hu-
man folly and profligacy. with which it is inter-
spersed. The English Metropolis has, indeed,
often been a subject for the studied praise of
those cunning and avaricious writers and pub-
~ lishers, who extolled it at the expence of truth,
for the purpose of obtaining a temporary popu-
larity for their productions. They manufactured
their encominms as Peter Pindar’s razor-seller
made his instruments—* to sell.” Thus London
has been repeatedly termed by them the greatest
city in the world, the very source and centre of
human ingenuity and happiness. The term great
is certainly applicable to London, both as it re-
gards the excellence and the vice of a multita-
dinous community. It is great in extent, popu-
- {ation, commerce, opulence, the perfection and
- beauty of numberless articles manufactured for
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the accommodation of man, and -the embellish-
ment of his habitation. But the vices indige-
nous to London are also great—nay, enormous :
and so complicated is society, that virtue and
vice seem in wome instances so blended as to be
incapable of separation.
Here, as a modern satirist too truly observes,
“ Two gods divide the world, pleasure and gain.”
The commercial residents in the eastern part of
the capital, are particularly influenced by the love
of money, while the majority of those whoreside in
the western division of this immense place, are evi-
dently engaged in the pursuit of pleasure, Yet,
if we may jadge from the aspects, demeanour,
and even the sentiments of such persons as come
within the observation of sober reason, neither
the man of business, nor the man of pleasure,
~ have yet discovered the true path to felicity. In -
both charicters, self-love is_the predominant
- passion ; and no human being wholly devoted to
the mere gratification of the passions, appetites,
imagination, or vanity, ever found true happi-
ness. - From the social and sympathetic bias of
the heart, which is never so delighted as when
_others share its joys, we feel that man was in-
tended for society ; and that it is equally his
duty and his interest to promote all communica-
ble and innocent pleasures to those around him,
if he wishes to be happy himself. But in a vast
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and luxurious city like London, all the finer sen-
sibilities of our nature seem absorbed by -affecta-
tion. Here we may observe an individual who
can sigh or weep at the representation of ficti-
tious distress on the stage, but who will not give
sixpence to real misery in the street. Another is
inspired with all the gaiety of Thalia,at a comedy,
yet is as morose as a misanthrope at home. In-
deed, London, like all other populous commu-
nities, seems totally at variance with truth and
nature : all thedelights and blandishments of so-
ciety, when brought to the test ‘of reason, ape
pear to be merely an artificial and adroit accom.
mogation of manners and sentiments to external
circumstances ; and love, friendship, nay reiigion,
are but secomdary things, if placed in compe.
tition with the profits of trade, or even the most
trivial entertainment which cherishes or gratifies
self-love.

The frauds of London have already been deu
scribed with sufficient minuteness by Colquhoun ;
, ‘but the perpetrators of crime who now infest
society seem characterized by peculiar despera.
tion and obduracy; insomuch, that precocious
_villapy has reared its unblushing front at the
public bar, and mere boys have been convicted
of the high crimes of burglary and foot-pad rob-
bery, formerly supposed to be practicable only
'by the most bold and desperate adventurers.

e
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Forgery bas also, it appears, been successfully
practised by very fine young gentlemen; and
swindling has stained the honour of beaux and
heroes! Thus we are informed of ¢ The sudden
disappearance of a man of fashion, who has long
‘taken the lead in the gay haunts at the west end -
of town. He held high rank in the army, and is
an accomplished scholar. An unhappy predi-
lection for play is the cause assigned' for his
abrupt departare. Some of his friends are said
to be under acceptances for a very considerable
sym. All his tradesmen are left unpaid; and
more than one hotel-keeper has reason to bewail
his loss. ‘The fugitive has winged his. flight 1o
the continent.”—So much for the superlor re-
finement of modern swindling ! :
: Our great moralist, Dr. Johnson, has bat too
traly called London  the needy villain’s gene-
ral home;” and undoubtedly numerous adven-
durers, who have cheated their creditors in va-
rious ‘parts of the United Kingdom, seek shelter
here. On the other hand, thousands of estimable
and amiable men and women, of every class in
society, adorn this great city, contribute by their
powers to its prosperlty, and obtain the esteem of
all who know them. ‘
Tae Encrisa Mnrnoroms is situated in
51 degrees, 31 minutes north latitude, and is 400
miles south of Edinburgh, 270 miles sonth-east

\
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60 squares, and 160,000 ipouses and warehouses.
But according to the Population Return of
1811, this metropolis then contained 149,430
" housey; .including those building and uninha-
bited ; and since that; period there have been bat
few new housgs bunilt, s9 that the real number is
probably. not mere than. 150,000, A similar
exaggeration bas, from time to time, been pro-
septad of the populetion, Ia the year 1801,
the population of London was ascertained to be -
900,000 ; yety snch is the desire to overrate, that
it was then asserted to contain at least one million
of inhabitapts. The numberin 1811, amounted to.
1,009,346, inclnding a spage of eight miles round
St. Paul’s. cathedral, and consequently. compris-
ing, the inbabitants of several towns and villages
uear, the metropoliy; yet . this ample return did
not satisfy those multipliers of mankind, who are
eyer. veady to sacrifice’ veracity to vanity, for.
Londory, according to theix estimate, comins a
_ least 1,250,000 human beings,

- The prigcipsl strests of TLondoy are wmh. andh
well paved inthe middle, with a.broad fpat:way.of
flags, raised abeve, the carriage-way for the safety
and accommedation of, passengers, .. Benaath the
pavement large arched sewers communjgate- with
the houses by, smaller. apes, with, the street. by
small openings covgred ‘with iron grating, snd:
with,the Thames, which; contribntes siuch to.the. -
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slsanliness and health .of the inhabitants of .this
popalous ‘place. The houses.on each. side of
these streets are lofty, spacious, and comimodious,
generally four stories high, and chiefly .oceupied
by tradesmern, whose shops present the most
beautifel apd perfeet productions of nature and
ast for the general accommodation  of -man,
There are two extensive. lines of commercial
stpeets from cast to westothe principal of whieh
begins at Mile End, and thenee through Whites
«chapel, Adgate, - Leadenhall-street, Cornhill,
Cheapside, St. Paul’s Clruareh-yard, Ludgate.
. hill, Fleet-street, the Strand, Pall Mall, St.
Jamen’s-shroet, 'atid Piccadilly, to the southern
side of Hyde Puark. : But besides these wamerous
storeliouses of wercliandise, there are-also many
thousand sheps:tn various directions; aud where-
soever The' rambler moves, new and attractive
objects, Hotl animate and inanimate, afford &
perpétiial vaitiety for the gratification of the most
euriony Wind.:  The ‘geéneral appearance- of the
‘outenlin' Tionden is that of neatness, and the
~ample ‘sepplisk of water dfforded by the ThHames
and New Réviér water-works, are éssehtially con-
ducive to the health and comfort of the inha:
bitants. :

- Among the edifices wlncb p,dozn thm metrOPO-
‘lis, 8t. Pavl’s Churek: .is: the mest. mgmﬁcent
It is situated meae: the: nerthesn. bank of the
' 52 :

) ]
)
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Thames, ..and. when : viewed from Blackfriar's

" bridge ia the vicinity, piresents oue of the. oblest
ornaments of superb, architectune ever beheld by
the human .eye. This .beantiful. cathedral is
built of Portland stone, in-the form.of .a.cross,
adorned in the central part by a lofty dome,. on
the summit-of which is a light and elegant lan-
tern, ornamented with; Corinthian columos,. and
surrounded by a balcopy. - The lantern sup-
ports a gilded globe, which is surmounted .by 4
cross. The interior length of the edifice:is 500
feet, the breadth 250, the height to the. top of
the cross' is 500, and the circumference 2,202
feet. 'This cathedral is adorned by three: por-

ticos :. the western is the, principal, and consists °

of twelve stately fluted .Corinthian columns; over
which eight composite columns support a grand
pediment ensculptured with. the, bistory of St.
Papl’s conversion, beantifully.execyfed in basso-
relievo. - ‘But it is-impassible to convey by words
3 distinct.idea, of the general magmﬁcenpe,of the
noblest Protestant church. in the world, the very
. appearance of which-instantly brings-to the re-
collection..of the .map. of tasto, the desgupnvc
lines of Pope: . : Cap e

RIPE VS

When we view some well-proportion’d dome, * "’
The world’s just-wonder, ¥nd even'thine, O Romo r

No gingle parts unequally:surprise, - . =~ - - i
" Al comes uniled to th' admaing eyas, . . . 3

¢
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Next to St. Paul’s cathedral for magnificence, -
and even greater in extent; 'is that:fine. mong-
ment of gothic architecture: Westminster Abbey,
or the collegiate church. of St. Peter. On its
site once stood a temple dedicated to; Apallo by
the Roman settlers in Britain. - Sebert, King: of
the West Saxons, erected a Christian college on
the spot, which wasrepaired by Edwardthe Con-
fessor'in 1065 ; Henry ¥II. rebuilt it,and Henry
‘VII. added the chapel which .is known by his -
name. Sy

Itisa magmﬁcent gotlnc structure in' the form

of a long cross; the choir is the mast ;beautiful
in Eorope, and is celebrated as' the place..of
coronation of the Kings and Queens of England.
- The Abbey contains may superh monuments
of kings, statesmen, heroes, poets, and other mer
morable men who were’ distinguished for their
patriotism, wisdom, genius, and learning. ~

Many of the churches in the Metropolis are
‘heavy - ‘inelegantstructures, erected in obscure
streets and confined situations, and, apdy des-
‘cribed in the Jine, - . o o

« Houses, Churches, mixt togethec.”. .

’ But there are also several beaitiful_ edifices
consecrated to public worship, particularly St.
Martin’s in the Fields, and St. George's, Han—

p
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over Square, each of which is adorned with an
elegant portico. St. Mary-le-Strand is built in
the most: beautiful proportions of architecture,
and Bt. Stephen’s Walbrook has. long been ad-
mired for the superior beauty of its interior archi-
tecture. . Among the modern churches that of
8t. Mary-le-Bone is remarkable for a spacious
and stately portico composed of eight columns
and two pilasters of Portland stone, in the Corin-
thian order ; it has a projection on each side sup-
- ported by columns, and the circular turret on the
. roof is adorned by small Corinthian columns, con-
tains a clock and bells, and is crowned by a gilt
" wane. . This church is built north and south, and
the northern front, whichis opposite the Regent’s -
Park, contributes by its noble and picturesque ap-
pesrance to the general beauty of the spot.
Another new church, that of St. Pancras, is of
Portland stone, in the Ionic order, built due east
and west, opposite Seymour Place, Somerstown.
Tt will probably be finished in the course of the
year 1820, and be equally ornamental to the
* neighbourhood, and convenient to ity numerous
. inhabitants, '
~ The Tow£R oF LoNDON, which has been the
scene of many a tragic and affecting event, is
the’ only fortress in the city. Itis situated on
the northern bank of -the Thames, eastward of
London Bridge, and was inhabited by the sove-
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reigns of England till -the reign of Quedn Elinge
beth. - It is a place uf considerable Exteat, wim},
contains the Jewel Officey Miit, three armouries,
and the royal traia of artillery.’ Fhe menage«

 rie, near the west entrance, has for ages been »

principal object of "attracfiont - to rustic visitoks, .
who on-their arrival eonsldered it mdnpenable«
to see thé Iions.

' ROYAt. pn.xm N

St. James’s Paluce was dn hospltal,, funndk&
before the Conquext, fo# ferirteen leprous females
and elght males. It wids suivendered 10 Henry
VIIL in 1582, who erected the present edifies,
and enclosed ' St." James's: Park us & placa of
amusement ind exercise to the -inmates. of this
palace dtid Whitehall. * Qeeen ‘Atiie made:this
palace her winter residence, and it was also-pred
ferred as sach by George 1. and George II.
His late Majesty George IIIL, however, gave
the preference to the late Queen’s Palace, or
Buckingham House, at the weetern extrannty
of St. James’s Park.’ '

8t. James's Palace is a plain. stracture of
brick, but contams several commdm state

. apartments.

The late Queen’s Palace 8 & l:andsomo buwild-
liig of brick, erected in' 1703 by the Duke of
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Bsikinghatri; and puschasetl: by Georgs.I1L, in
19641 for.the ' rayal residence. . The apartments

are:magnificent : it -dlso cpitains o, waluable Li-
brary; and-the rear;of the structure ¥ adorned by
 extensive,and: beantiful. gandens

~Buotithe: principal -palace in the metropolns is
Carhnn Hoduse, the present, residence, of his Ma-
Jesty King George the Fourth. It is sityated at

the northern extremity of St. James's Park, was

rebuilt ‘a few years #go, and cpntains several
commodious apartments, furnished in the most
splendid vianner. The armoury; which accupies

thiee large rooms, isthe most curious;in Europe,

and cdntais the, rarest specimens of qpcient and
mdern amour. . L, :

: . Theprincipal front of, C,atlton House .w mgg-
mﬁcent, -and. divided ,from Pall Mall; by, a low
scriesl,. surmounted, b-y\a fine, colopnade in the,
Iewic oider.. .. " ,, 1,. et

-1 Dpposite the fronit of this. palace a sma)l cquare,
ealled VVaterloo-p;hce, and:.a regular, street, ex«
tending:.along the. gradual. ascent to the end of

‘Riceadilly, will,when.finished, add consnderably to
the architectural beauty of this part of the town.

It is;to be regretted, bowever, that the bad taste of
the . architect has induced him to form the fronts
of the houses, and even the columns at the en-.
tidincds; ‘of that composition termed. Roman ce-
toewt) it in plain Engligh, plaster ;. which is s

.

e
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liable, .by. its. cracks and flaws, to discover the,

deformities of its very perishable substance. ‘The
fronts of those two fine lines of building ought to.
have been either ‘solid Portland stone, or good,

Greystock. brick, either of which' would have

eombined durability. with elegance, and har-
monized with the magmﬁcence of the palace at
the southern end.

¢ &'he only remains of Wlnteball Palaqe is the

Banquieting-house, . which stands on the east.side

of Parliament-street. It is an exquisitely heguti-

fol - piece of architecture, of hewn stone, . two,
!‘5" ™tories high, adorned with columns and pilasters.
of the Ionic and composite orders, the capitals, of

which are ornamented with ensculptured foliage
and fruit : the roof is covered with lead, and sur-
rounded by a balustrade.

The other remarkable public buddmgs in
Westminster, besldes the Abbey already men-
tibned, are :the Horse-Guards, .a structure, of
stone; ‘the Mmimlty, a large brick building;
Weestminter Hall, the. House of Lords, and the

steofCommons o

~

P'UnIJC CbﬁMEBCIAL BUILDINGS,

Of these, the Reyal Exchange, founded by, Sir .
Thomas Gresham in. 1566, ayd opened in the *

presence of Queen Elizabeth in 1570, is remaﬁk-
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able not only as the neblest fabric of ‘the kind in
the world, but the faeility which is- afforded in its
. ampfe square for the intercourse: of merechants of
alt natfons. ERL

The Royal Exchange was destroye& by ﬂ)é
great fire in 1666, and rebuilt of Portland stane
in its present form, by Sir Christopher Wren, at
the expence of 80,000L

“The Bank of England is an extensive and

‘strong edifice of stone, sitoated to the nosthawest
of Cornhill. The front is built in the Lovie

order, and consists of a centre and two wings,

adorned by a colonnade. The company ef. the
Bank of England wae- incorporated by act of
Parliament in 1604. Their original capital was
limited to 1,200,000%., but it has been augment-
ed at different periods, and now amounts to
14,608,5001. .

The Custom House is an extensive modenl

edifice, the first stone of which was laid by the

Earl of Liverpool, oun the 25thy of Oetober, 1813,
The south frout is of Portland stone, and is plsin,
with the exception of some.figures in the alto<
relievo which adorn the attic; but the eastern
and western fronts are highly decorated with al-

legorical imagery. The long-room, perhaps the ,

‘most spacious in Europe, is 190 feet long, 66
wide, atd proportionably high.
The East India House is sitwated on the: sonth

/

»
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side of Leadenhall-street, and contains the offices
of the greatest and most opulent commereial
company in the world. The front of this edifice

is of stotie, adorned in the céntre with six futed
columbs in the Tonic order, amd s pediment,
co*mmg several emblemat:c ﬁgures :

»

PUBLIC OFFICES.

" Somerset-place is a magnificent edifice of
‘stone, situated in tlie Strand. The grand en-
trance, by three lofty arches, opens to a spacious
" vestibule, ornamented with columns in the Doric
order. The vestibule contains the rooms of the
Roya] Society, the Society of Anthuarlans, and
the Royal Academy of Arts.
The southern front, on the verge of the Thames,
is erected on a terrace fifty-three feet wide, which
is erected on arustic basement, supported by an ar-
+ cade of thirty-two arches, each twenty-four feet
 high,and twelvefeet wide, This arcade is adorned
by rusticated Ionic coluinns, and the whole front
" may now be viewed to great advantage from
Waterloo Bridge, to which it adds much mag-
nificence. A particular description of this vast
edifice would occupy several pages; it will amply
gratify the curiosity of the visitor, whether a man
of taste or a man of bhusiness. It contains twen-
ty one public offices, with commodious apartments
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in each, for the accommodation of a secretary,. a
potter, and, their familigs.. @ |

The British. Museum is s;t,ua;ed in GreatRus'
qel S{reet, Bloomsbury.:The edifice is built.opthe
plan of the Thuilleries, .and. 'was erected by
Ralph, first Duke . 6f Montague. It contams 3
grand: collection of antiquities, books, and #atu-
ral curiosities, well worthy of the attention of
every visitor to London. _

Besides the before-mentioned public bmldmgs, :
the metropohs contains_many others, including
" no less than forty-nine large halls belonging to
the incorporated companies of traders and ar-
tisans.

The Guildhall, or public hall of tbe clty of
London, is situated at the northern end of King-
street, Cheapside. It was founded in the year
1411. The new front, built in 1789, is a superb
piece of gothic architecture, and the hall harmo-
nizes with the beautiful exterior; it is a very
magmﬁcent room, 153 feet long, 48 broad and
55 hlgh, adorned with monuments erected to the
mewory of Mr. Beckford Lord Mayor of Lon- .
don; the first Earl of Chatham "and his son, the
nght honourable William Pitt, and numerous
, portmts of Kings and Queens of England

-
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. o ! : ) RETEREN
THE mvnu THAMES AND ITS sxx madmn-
oxm immms .

i far famed river, celebrated by historians

t Koets and to which the English’ metropolis
is chiefly indebted for its opulence and grandeur
- as a commercial city; takes its rise-from a Tdrge
spring called Phames Head, two nlles south-west
of Cirericester, in- Gloucesterslnre. It is navi
gable by ships of 800 tons up to London Bndge,
and by the largest shipg to Deptford and Green-
wich. “The whole course-of the Thames’ fromi
its source till it fills into the seq, is 200 imiles ; 3
at London it is about a quarter of a mile broad,

and at Gravesend a mile. |

"+ The:banks of the Thames, in tlﬁemetropolls,
are'lined with large manufactofies, such asiron
founderies, glass-'houses, &c.; and . c&pacuius
warehouses, where: mierchandize is'stoted by-the
.wharfingers. Wharfs are of two ¢lasses, ohe
nained " Legal Quays; and the cther Sufferance
'thr& aid -ceitain’goods are appropriated to
each: ' The business of'a wharfinger is of great
impottance, insomudli that théir stores are the re-
- positories.of 'thé- principal wealth of this great
pohs ;- and they, with the llghtermen, ticket
‘porters, and other assistants, manage ithe whole
of the water-side business—such es’lightering,
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landing, housing, unhousing, loading, and de-

liverimg every description of merchandize. - -
LoNDoN BRibaEr, the most ancient in this

. metropolis, was first built of wood, in the eleventh

century. It was for ages encambered with

on each side, which overhung the arches,*and

leaned in a. terrible manger, They were. re-

moved in 1756, when' the upper pait of the

bridge was rebuilt in a -very elegant modern
style. . The water-works on the north-west side
of the bridge supply 3 considerable part of the
inhabitants of the.city with water. There is
also - a watar-wheel at the southern augle of this
bridge, which throws up the water into. a large
pipe, and. aﬂords a supply of that element to
Southwark.

. SouTEWARK BRIDGE is mtendod tb ﬁmn a
pommurication from the bottem of Quesn-street,
.Cheapside, ‘to Bankside... . It. cousists of :thiree
large nrches of cast-iron, placed upon mand
shutments of stene. )

.. BLACKFRIARS BRIDGE is a ;post magmﬁeent
ornpmcnt to the metropalis, Its situation;is ad-
mirably adapted to add to the effect of'its beausi»
fyl arehitecture, being nearly in the central park
of the capitali combiming. utility with slegnnce
282 place of transit, and presenting 3 vesy gener
- sal view of the greatest ity i in the: wwdd ﬁ-olmh
mtm‘d‘vm% . o Lot L 1

8
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’I\h:s bridge - has e;ght paers, adorncd with
Tomic pillars, which support nine elliptieal archss.
It is built of Portland stone; is 1,100 feet long,
and 42 broad, with flagged foothpaths, and re-
cesses for the accommodation of passengers. : Its
gradual elevation ‘adds mueh to its picturesque
and majestic beanty—especially when compared

with the dull plane of Waterloe Bridge, which

has been overpraised by the pretenders to a taste
for architecture.

WATERLOO Bmen crosses the Thames
from the western angle of Somerset Hounse to

Lambeth Marsh, Tt consists .of nine regolar

arches, and is so flat that it reminds the traveller
of the aqnedunt which couveys the Ladcaster
canal over the river Lune, abont half a mile from
that. town ; with this difference, thatthe lattesrhas
“only five, and ‘the former nine arches. Baut, not-
withstanding its.dejl Satness, it is s magnificent
structare, erected by: the subscription of a- joint
stack company, sanckioped by sn act. of Purlie
ment, . Their capital is one millien sterling ; hut
whether the tolls required of peatengers will ever:

* repay the interest of the money is very doubtful,

. when its comparatively remote situation, and the
free passage over Blackfriars Bridge, in‘a much :
more populous and central part of the town, are

considered.
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« ‘'WESTMINSTER BRIDGE.  This beautiful 61'-

nament of the west énd of ¢ Ii‘town is 1,223 feet = -

long, 44 feet wide; it has'thirteen large, ard two
small arches, and: is: adorned with twentg-e:ght
semi-octangular towers. :

» 'VAUXHALL BRIDGE. - This is the most un-
important structute of the kind'in the metropolis:
It erosses the'river at Millbank; to the opposite
vicinity of Vauxhall Gardens; consists of nine

arches . of cast-iron, supported by piers- of stone;;
~and is said to have cost 800,0001.. '

.. There are many other architectural ornaments
in this great city, améng which theMoNUMENT,
sitiiated :200 yavds north ‘of Lodilon Bridge, is re-
markable, It is a floted -column of the Doric
order, 202 feet.high. It wds erected in memory'
of the great. fire, which, in 16686, broke out'at a
bowse oun:the spot;: and.destroyed the metropolis
from ‘the Tower to Temple Bar. - The inscrip-
tion on the pedestal, imputing' the calamity to
Popish. incendiaries; 'excited the . ‘i’nkiign’atioii of'
Pope;, who .alludes- to ‘it inrone “of his. satires

' llhthe followmghms R

“ London s co&nmn pomtmg to the shesi
lee a tall bully, lifts the heegd, and lies.

MNP B D



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

ON THE VARIOUS CLASSES OF THE INHA-

BITANTS OF LONDON.
- Major famae sitis est quam.

V'rtutxs 3 qms emm virtatem amplectltur 1psam,

Praamm si tol]as'l t  JUVENAL,
—tb—— . T 1 )

H

FROM the foregomg descriptive Sketch of the

Topography of London, and of its principal edi-
ﬁces, the transition to stuctures on the manners
of the inhabitants, is obvious and natural. In
this respect the metropohs is as unrivalled as it is
in every other distinction, which marks it .as the

capital of the British Isles, and the first city on

the habitable globe.
- A classification of the populatlon of London

' mlght appear formal and absurd, if not imprac-
ticable ; yet certain it is, that the different gra-

dations of sqciety are almost as distinctly per-.
ceptlble, as if there had been a philosophical ar-

rangement of this vast community.

Next to the Royal Family, our noblllty are
qonspxcuous, not only for their hereditary ho-
uours, immense revenues, and splendid establish-

ments, but in numerous instances for their intel-

lectual refingment, elevation of ‘sentiment, be-
c

149

i
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nignity and amenity of manners, and that cha-
racteristic munificence, which has been incul-
cated by their parents and preceptors, and en-
forced by the liberality of their intimate friends,
till it has become so habitual as to be considered
an indispensable duty. The English nobleman
is generous because he is a nobleman, and how-
ever parsimonious his natural disposition may be,
he is obliged to ¢ assume- a virtue,” so general
among his countrymen of high rank. Hence
our nobility continue to be as their ancestors have
for ages been, the patrons of every ornamental
and useful art, which contributes to the gratifi-
cation or improvement of society; and the
architect, the artist, and the author, are success-
ful, beneath the animating influence of combined
opulence and taste. i
That there are worthless and insignificant, as
well as profligate, individuals among our nobi-
Iity, cannot be denied ; but the number is now
comparatively few, and those shrink from the
scrutinizing glance of an enlightened and highs
spirited community, whose animadversions make
vice and folly tremble in the inmost recesses of
the most splendid mansion. Indeed, a compa-
rison of public manners in London twenty years
ago, and at the present moment, must convince
the most sceptical, respecting national ameliora-
tion of morals, that a steady, and it’is to be
3
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hoped :progressive improvemrent: - distingtishes
thie ‘présent age, ‘above all former penods 1o the.
history of thiscapital. . - Lo
* "From the beginning of the present-century to
the present' moment;: there has -been & gradual
change in the morals, not only of persons in high
" life but thronghom the commaunity, which is-pe-
oulistly ‘delightfal- to-the specalative mind, and

highlyi beuaﬁcml to the. mdwidual and the ‘toms

maity. -

; "l’wenty yeurs ago proﬂngacy lrad attained a -
gigentic' form, and moved with the celerity °

and imvportance of & eonqueror in this great city.
The monster therr displayed as many heads as
the fabled. Hydra. Guawming, drunkenness, duel-
ling, musical parties o Sunday evenings, con-
“ettbinage in all-its ramifications, and aduiltery, in
* all:its infamous-and nauseous varieties, vitidted
wany individaals of very exalted rank, whose
example and influence produced a shocking viti-

-ation of morsls, ot only among their immediate -

- dependants, but throughout the inferibr ranks of
seciety. 'Trists for erim. con., as they were then
- gadly-and politely termed, became a kind of pub-

be wmwasemént; our coutts of justice were .

threnged by curious tyros in the art of seduc-

- tion ;- our mewspupers were -filled with-the non.

seusical ribaldry, ‘and: indecent explutation de-

posed by witheses,- to sibstamtiste fucts, and
, c2
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crimjpate male and female profligates; while
pamphlets, coutaining those trials, written by
needy sensualists, and published by unprincipled
booksellers, spread the contagion of vice among
the vulgar herd, who always grasp with avidity
whatéver- has a tendency to depreciate their su,
periors. This pestilential crime, which seemad
- to menace the gradual dissolution of matrimenial
and collaterally of national honour, derived mmch
of - its pernicious energy, from the circumstance
that. the delinquents were permitted to marvy;
and hence, in some instances, divorce was.ip
reality a . cause. of exultation to.the shameless
. violator of the first- connubial vow. But althought
the laws could not punish the offender in a signal
and efficient manner, the indignant aversion of
an enlightened community, by unaniniously sets
ting the stamp of infamy.on the names of the

 adulterer and adultress, -terrified many gay

and dissolute beings, and oompelled them to pay
some deference to the public opinien, whatever
might be their own, propensity to folly and vice.
The. natural decay teo of some first-rate sensual~
ists. counteracted the spread of dishonour among
us, insomuch. that eenjugal -infidelity is now out
of countenance. Several of its warmest advocates
and. andaciously shameless practitioners, whese
- example for a time concealed its déformity, are
hecome syperannuated, . 'Their limbs will no
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lenger pexform. the serviee of vice ;. their grey:
beards and hollow eyes remind them of maorta-,
lity ; .the palsy, atrophy, and.death itself, -assail
them; and they can no longer. empoison. the
springs of social morality, even if they.félt the:
inclination; The inferior degrees of incontinence:
have also fallenmto disrepute, and mammony s
again in fashion. . . f

As for the folhes of -the great, though sole
traeces of. fnvoluy -and levity remain, .yet those:
foibles are trivial, compared with the exploits of
men ‘who aspired to notoriety twenty, years. ago.
We seldom hear of the mad pranks of the Four~
in-hand Club, who made such- a noise, aud raised.
such a dast, at that period. Bacchanalian.
orgies are alsd less frequent and celebrated,
since the wit of S———, and the good hamowr
of F , ceased to euliven those.convivials
circles, where' they shone like stars of the first:
magnitude, and- Hamlet’s. apostrophe to. the seull:
of Yorick is now applicable to theirs. SN

When the beauties of spring invite our nob;-
lity.to the country, the! citizen. feels all the. re..
gret of selfishiess. at their temporary absence.
He explores his ledger with:a heavy heart, and.
beholds the accumulated -acdeunt unpaid, while.

. his noble customers are flying- away from- him on:_
horses as fleet as the wind.. Well may he.cen-
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sure the tardmets of some Iwnourabk men in the.
payment of their bills!

The dealers in lace, millinery, pprfumery,
antl cosmeties, have most reason to repine as the'
annual exeursions of the fashionpable and gay.
Our nobility, indecd, like the geuial sun, give
existence: 1o the various insect tribes of -effemi..
nacy that thrive only in their fostering.smiles.

If the vetaries of pleasure pay a tramsient visit
to the antique castles of their - ancestors, where
hospitality once reigned, they soon grow.listless,
and all the charms of Flora's musky tribes afford.
them little amusement. - Impatient' of solitude,
and . unable, to bear the .presemce of reflection,.
they hasten to some wateriag place, where they.
purify their exterior by, frequent ablutions. - Can
viee exist where external purity prevails 2 Alaa!
the cold-bath is too often resorted to.as a prepa..
rative for the repetition .of new excesses during
the mext winter’s campaigu in:the metropolis 3
and though our modern goddesses rise. like
Venus irresistibly charming from the sea, yet few
of them are possessed of the chastity of Diana.

A variety of amusements gratify the fancy of
the frequenters of watering-places. The morn~
iag ride, on walk along the shore; the agreeable
trip in a pleasure-boat; the newest publications”
- a8 the cipolating libraries; and the exbibition
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“of pantomimes and farces at the temporary
theatrés. The whispers of scandal, and the
sighs of wantonness, vibrate in unison, as the gay
throng wander through the deceptive labyriath
of wnreal pleasure—

« 'That, Kke the citcle, bounding earth and skies,
Allures fmm far, and as they follow, flies.”

- In-this vortex of dnssnpatron, the fair sex are
wade giddy with the flattery of their beaux:: here
the kept-mistress rears her supercilious front
with unblushing confidence; and wantonness,
sanctioned by the approving smile of the crowd,
appears amiable! What an excellent scheol for
the youthful, modest virgin! Here the modish
rake will exercise every artifice to effect her se-
ducticn. His gracefal form, elegant manners,
and the ease attained by haviag seen the world,
render this accomplished lover irresistible ; in-
somuch that, allured by his seductive wiles, she
“elopes with her betrayer, mars het own happi-
ness, and blasts the hope of her fond parents.

Wete you, ye fm‘r but cautious whom ye trust,

Did you but know how sefdbm fbols are just;

Se muny of you dex would'Hot in vais,

Of broken vevws, and faithiess man complaim, -
ROWE,

Were perssns of quality unanimvous in pre-
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moting virtue and decency, we might soon hope
ta see a favourable change in the manners of the
people. But where are ‘those magnanimous in-
dividuals, who will, with a noble. fortitude and .
self-denial, begin the work of public.reformation
by their example ? Where is that gigantic mind,
that, rising superior to the derision of fashionable
vanity, and contemning the childish vagaries of
a disordered imagination, wisely prefers the ap-
probation of the Deity, and the “ sunskine of the
‘breast,” to the fantastic ' joys of eﬁ'emmacy and
profligacy ! o

Let such truly great minds shine on the world
of fashion, like light rising out of chaos, and by
their brightness expose the deformity of vice and
the misery of dissipation. Such benign beings
‘may’ yet, like ministering angels, ‘cherish the
good propensities of the humdn heart, and con-
vince the rest of our nobility, gentry, nay, the
whole community, that decency of dress and
mannérs, purity of heart, charity to man, and
‘piety to God, only, can conduct mortals to the
blissful regions of eternal felicity.

Next to the nobility in rank, importance, and
respectability, are those gentlemen of landed
property, whose senatorial duties require their
presence in London during several months in the
year, and, excepting the distinction of a title,
‘there is a very. great simjlarity of manners and
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habis, as well as'an intimate. sotial intereourse),
between thein andthe :hereditary legislators of
the upper House. The vast estates, and great
wealth: of many:of .our country gentlemen, entitle
them to that distinction and.superiority in Lon-
~ don, which bave been considered the peculiar
privileges of the opulent in all ages'of the waorld,
-and the progression of civilized society ; and the
- candid and .unbiassed :observer will readily-ac-
knowledge, that ithe majority. of our nomerous
~-and enlightened gentry, well deserve the riches
they possess; and are equally distinguishable,
while in town, for their liberal encouragement of
the fine arts, and. exemplary in the country-for
their menificenee 1o those around them, and
their unostenitations manners. , - . -
In London, like the nobility, they:hold a very
im'portant place: in- sogiety, and contribute, by
ithe expense. of their extemsive establishments, to
the general prosperity of this capital, where a
very copsiderable. part of their.income is annually
circnlated ; in return for which, they receive nu.
merous gratifications from the prodactions of na-

ture and.ari, which. they could not obtain else-

‘whepe, on any terms. In many instances, they
are patrons of - whatever - they cenceive to be
pralseworthy or usefal ;. and :their. munificence
in;the promotion of evefy "institution, . that has a

tendency to improve she human mind, or mitigate .
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the evils of life, ave unequalled by the great in-
any other community in the world. Some silly
and imbecile votaries of affectation and folly, oo-
casionally appear, in what.is termed the fashion-
able world; but they merely serve to amuse
the more sensible and refined nobility avd gen-
try, with whom, in consequence of their rank,.
they are suffered to mingle. Indeed, the gaicties
and whims of flighty individuals, serve: to i amuse
their acquaintance, just as the buffooneries of the
comedian, the rant of the tragedian, aud the agi-
bity of the dancer, sfford them a pleasmble spec
tacle on the public stage.

"It has been almost the mvariable custom mth
~ writers.on popular manners, to satirize the higher
classes of society, without much diserimination.
Po censure those above us is nateral enough,
because, though we cammot: emulate; we. may
envy: them ; but truth requires more: dignified
strictdres ; if -vices or.follies hecome dangerons
as imitable pursuits; they ought to be exposed ;
but the variations in dress, or even wianners,
while they contimue inoffensive, and have no ten-
dency to:viclate deceney, or pervers semtiment,
may be suffered to pass away withoat comment,
. or amuse the spectator, like the transient displwy
of the butterfly en the wing. .

Wheever wilk candidly and dspmatdy ob-
. serve the condsct of the mobility and gentoy of
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the United Kingdom, must acknowledge, that in
alk their transactions, integrity and liberality are
conspicuous. virtues. Educated with the utmost
care, their minds imbued with the wost vir-
twous precepts-and honourable sentiments, they

constitute an illustrions assemblage in-the embel-
lishment of society in London, By them, the .
fine and the useful arts; are. patronised with g,
prowptitude and musificence, naknowa in other
nations. | Whea they retire to their rural man-.
sioms, many of which are edorned with the cost-
liest ornaments of Grecian architecture, and sar-
'rounded by every spegies of sylvan beauty, they
enlighten and cheer those surronnding husband.
men and their families, who are so bappy as to.
come: within, their observation. In retirement,
the virtues of our nobility and gentry, are pro-
ductive of the most -beneficial effccts amang.
thet enantry and dependents; and in numerous
instances, they perforos the duties of true patriots,
hy the encauragement of industry, by premiums
and other beaefactions ; and the incnlcation of
piety amd morality, by the endawment of insti-
tutions for the instraction of youth. Yet we sel-
dom ‘meet an encomiumm on the virtues of those
estiwabls individuals, because they are unosten-
tatious;- likse the luminary of day they cheer
and ealighten all withia the sphere of their in-
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fluence, .aild "their best - earthly rewdrd, ‘is the
coatemplation of that felicity enjoyed by others,
to which they are instrunsental.
" But while thousands of .our’ manly ‘and ge-
- nerous countrymen in high life, thus promote the
happiness of their dependants and friends, there
- are, it must be confessed, some gross sensualists(
of very high rank indeed; who, in'a moral
sense, contaminate whatever they touch, shine to:
allure, and smile to destroy ! Beneath' their bale-
ful influence, purity of heart, delicacy of senti-
ment; and dignity of mind, are exposed to de-’
basement, and too often perish in the dreadful
ordeal. The only safety for the ingenuousyouth,
or the blushing virgin, is to fly from the seduc-
tive fascination of voluptuousness, lest they be-
come as-impure, unfeeling and impious as the

- obdurate votary of habitual licentiousness..

..The love of amusement, so nataral to the hu-.
. man mind, is, doubtless, thé master-passion of the.
frivolous, gay and thoughtless in every class of’
society, not only among the youthful votaries of .-
pleasure, but thousands, who have  grown early
- grey but never .wise,” in pursuit of that phan-.
tom of perishable delight, obtainable’in great
cities. In this respect our. nobility and gentry
" possess a great superiority over merchants and:
tradesmen, whose attention is preoccupied by bu-.
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siness ; hence the wealth and munificence of per-
sohs of quality not only gives them a pre-emi-
nence, but renders them the arbiters of fashion
and tate; their patronage ensures the success
of the ingenious sculptor, painter, and engraver;
and even on the public stage, the player is chiefly
indebted to their approbation, for that very tem-
porary fame, acquired by excellence in the histri-
onic art,

Much of the prospenty of tradesmen in Lon :
don arises from the liberality, and elegant luxury
of our nobility and gentry, whose mansions,
shining with the iplendour of a palace, are de-.
corated with the. costliest furnitare, paintings,
and hooks, which can be produced by human in-
genuity in its highest state of perfection.

. 'While the noblemen and the country gentle-

- men thus contribute to the embellishment of Lon-
don, the merchants of this celebrated emporium
of commerce, are still greater public benefactors,

. not only to their fellow- citizens, but the inhabitants,
of the whole British empire. 'Within the last hal;
century, the foreign and domestic.traffic of Eng- -
land in general, and-this metropolis in particalar,
has increased beyond credibility; wealth has
flowed into our seaports from every point of the:
compass, and while the mercantile property .ab-
tajned by the knowledge, activity and applica-
tion of our manufscturers and merchants, has
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enabled us to supply the wants of most European
"mations, the consequent acquisition of wealh by
trade raised the landed property of our nobility
and gentry to double its former value. Hence
the princely revennes which they possess; re-
venues more valuable than those dependent apon
commerce, because not liable to fluctuation or
accident. o

To the English merchant then, our nobility,

-and even the king on his throne, owe the in-.

crease of their income, while all the elegant ae-
commodations, and even the comfortable neces-
saries of lifé, have been multiplied and more

easily obtainable by pemons in every gradahon

of civilized society.

Most of the magnificent as well as useful in-
provements which iadovn modern. London, ori-
ginated in the publie spirit and opulence. of her
merchants. 'The three mew bridges over the
"Phames, which at once adorn the capital, and
facikitete the intercourse with the inhabitants on
the southern side of that river, were built by the
subscriptions of meerchants. Those. excellent
Jiterary and philosophical estsblishments, the
Eenden, and Surry Institutions, also. arose from:
the mumificence and tasie of mem emguged in

trade; and the msmerous huprovements m the.

stveets, ediiees, and police of London, so con-
ducive to the econvenience of residents. awd vi-
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‘sitors, . have beep effected by thé: indefatigable
-perseveranoce of the icorporation ef this great city;
or, in other !words by her pamotlc merchanta
and tradesmen. .

“That there are mew actively engaged in trade,
who are a dishonour to the British name and
nation, will not be denied by any person at all
conversant with public life. Nefarious specula-
‘tors will insinuate themselves into the best regu.
lated communities, and fraudulent bankrupts, at
.once cheat their creditors, and destroy their own
peace of mind, by premeditated perjuries ;. but
the merchants of London, with a few exceptions,
are not only the glory of their native city, as the
successful contributors to its prosperity and-ag-
grandizement, but an honour to human nature
itself, hy their unimpeachable probity, and their.
liberal habits, sentiments, and manuners. .

- _As pablic characters, the punctuality.and ere-
dit of our merchants have long been established ;
and when . any national exigence requires a con-
tribution, the generosity of the mercantile body
‘ equals even that of the nobility. - :

+ In private life they generally are amiable cha- -
racters. But, however estimable when detached
from business, they seem to consider many evils,
connected with commerce, as necessary conse-
quences, and therefore venial. - Commerge, that
empress of luxury end dissipation, pours her
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treasures into this city ; the people becomie self-
ish; and while Trade liberally rewards her vo+
taries, she laughs at the scruples: of :consciences
What was once stigmatized with the name of:
extortion, is now softened. into speculation. Spe-
culation is a sonorous word, applied with greay
success both in-tradé and philosophy ; bat its
true meaning in plain English is 1MposiTION.
The speculating merchant- looks forward, and
perceives that there will probably be a scarcity
of an .article of commerce : he hastens to pur-.
chase: the event justifies his expectation, and he
sells his merchandlse, for perhaps doublé the prlce
it cost. :

- Bat thisis a very moderate monopol.y Let
us, for a moment, turn our eyes toward the East,
and we will behold an inoffensive people de-
pﬁved of their possessioné by men whom they
never injured, and who live in affluence.and
luxury-on the spoils of the widow and the father-

‘less. What ' says Commerce ?P—they are all

honourable men..

The spirit of enterprise in this vast cxty is
astonishing. - Cornfactors monopolize our grain;
and even dairymen prevent the waste of milk
and butter, by enbancing the prlce of these ne-’
cessaries. ,

Many shght deviations from rectntude are
overlooked in civilized souety Per'laps the



-

OR, LONBON IN 1820, 40

most pernicious evil which accompanies weslth
18, the idea that every thing is purchassble; thas
the integrity and talents of men, and the chastity
of women, may be sacrificed on the sltar of -
Mammon ; nay, that love and even friendship
" are venal. This assertion, though plausible, and
in too mamy instances applicable, is hot generally
true ; and it were much to be wished, for the
honour of human natare, that its fallacy should be
¢xposed by every lover of social happiness.

Those morslists, who contend that mankind are
bappier in a state of agrictlttural amd pastoral
simplicity than in communities where ¢ommerce
prevails, seem to have forgot that « strength of
mind 19 exercise, not rest;”’ and that we enjoy o
thousand convemriences and elegances unknown
to the untatored agriculturists of Otaheite, o
even of the Western Lsles of Scetland.

A classification of the merchmmnts of London is
requisite to impress the mind of the reader with
a proper idea of the order which prevsils in the
'various departments of the greatest commercial
community that ever existed on earth. The fhvst
or bigheat class of merchants, chiefly reside at the
west end of the town, and assimilste in matmers
~and babits with the nobility sid gentry, with
whom, i meaivy instances, they ure intermarriéd,
o on knbits of the most amieable- intitnacy.
Semie of thens are mermbers of the lower House,

. D
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and they are in general, very rich. These com-
mercial men commonly go to the city about noon,
and amuse themselves with whatever intelligence
is afloat respecting trade. They never take an °
active part in business, for their affairs- are trans-
acted by deputy, even to the writing of letters.
They return home early in the afternoon,and ge-
nérally dine about six o’clock.

‘The second class of merchants are more in-
dustrious. They are mostly very opulent, and
reside in their country houses in the vicinity of
London, particularly in or near Hackney, Ho-
merton, Blackheath, and Camberwell. " They
generally arrive in the city at ten o’clock in win-
ter, and nine in summer; and spend the early
part of -the. day in making inquiries respecting
the markets. Their information is obtained from
brokers, who act as agents. between buyer and
seller. . Tliey. appear at the Royal Exchange
“from four to five o’clock in the afternoon ; write
their letters after ’Change hours, and thenlreturn
home.

A third class of merchants rank with shlp
‘brokers, like them are very assiduous in business;
and their hours of refreshment depend upon com-
mercial circumstances. ’

Ship brokers act between merchants and mas-.
. ters of vessels, and are paid by the latter, at an
agreed rate on the amount of their freight. Thus,
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sale brokers, ship brokers, and insurance brokers,
with the inferior gradations of custom-house
agents, wharfingers, lightermen, &c. transact the
import and export business of London, by the.in-
struction and authority of the merchant; nay,
so universal is this system of agency, or doing
business by proxy, that when application'is made
to a merchant respecting his goods, he. can- '
not give an immediate answer, but. either a
reference to his agent, or a promise that he will
inquire, and give the requisite information at an
appointed time. '

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PEOPLE
OF LONDON, WESTMINSTEB, AND SOUTH-~
WARK.

The predominant and most obvious charac-
teristic of the.comman people of this great me-
tropolis, from the merchant down to the vender
of ballads and matches, is a bustling and inces-
sant’' eagerness to get money, and a disposition.
to spend it luxuriously. To the acquisition of

gain all the powers of the body, and energies of
" the mind are directed by the great majority of.
tradesmen, who seem. to think themselves born:
for no other parpose but to acquire wealth. In
this puranit they are: gemerally successful ; pro-

D2 .
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perty is obtained by industry, and the conamerciel
man retires from business to enjoy the good
things of this life, when his capability of enjoy-
ing them is alwaost extinot.
. But many of the most sagacious of our trades-
folk, aware of the uncertainty of life, wish to
profit by the present. moment, and are mot less
remarkable for their propensity to good living,
than their knowledge of business. . The art of
living well, or good living, according to the
standard set upin London, does not slways pro-
mote the health and serenity of the practitioney.
View a voracious citizen, or a rustic visitor to the
capital, seated in a tavern with the good things
provided by celinary skill before him, what a
nmmber of inmocent animels must be put to death
to gratify his taste, and satiate his appetite ! Fhe
" most ferocious savage of the-wild appears ami-
abls, compared withsuch a gormandiver. The
citizen deveted so good living, undoubtedly con-
satpes move than double the quaatity of alinwers
requisite for: Mis: sabutary sustemanes, andin the
course of twenby yeaes, devours a fleek of as léast
forty sheep and lnmbs;, amd a berd of twenty -
azen, fifty swime of diffevent gradations of growth,,
ane hwndred Newcastls salmom, and some mile
lions of smaller fishes, inelnding sprats and
shrimps. As for Bquors, such- is his thites, that
the vioe seems inadeqmate to mypply sufficient



' OR, LONDON IN 1820, 53

liquid for the dilution of his food, and the foul
water of the Thames must be purified by the
action of fire, and he improved in colour and
flevour, by a fermentation with decocted malt, and
an infusion of hops, to quench his feverish fervour.
8ach excess swells many of our «fat and greasy
citizens,” to that enormous corpulence, so fre-
quently the subject of the carieaturist’s art, and
so continually a burthen to themselves.

Next to the love of money, and good living, 4
prominent charactéristic of the good folks of
London, is a passion for public spectacles. Since
the beginning of the present century they havé
been amused with sevetal publie exhibitioas, the

- most remarkable of which was that of the Em.
peror of Russin and the King of Prossia, with
their retinue of princes and heroes in June 1814..
Wherever the Emperorand King appeated in pub-
lic, aoclamations from the throats of thousatide
stunned themn. «Ravely,” suid they toone undthet,
“ there must be something very remitkuble in duf
appearauce, or very absurd in the ntinds of the
populace of London, to provoke such vociferation.
They must have the best lungs in the world, and
be very idle too, or they would not thus assemble
in crowds, in the dusty streets, t6 gaze on a few
forsigners.” In fact, do perpetaally were Alex-
‘ander und Wilkiams annoyed by the curious looks,
and outetretched hunds of the velyar of every
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class of society, during their continuance in Lon- .

don, that they were obliged: to rise wearly, and
ride out incognito, to have the pleasure of a view
of the English metropolis. In one instance,
Alexander’s saddle-girth bappened to get loose,
he nimbly alighted and buckled it; and this im-
_ perial act was recorded among the wonders of
the day in our newspapers, as if there. was some-
‘thing extraordinary in an emperor’s having the
use of his limbs! - :

~ This was.an era productive of magnificent
spectacles. Those grand exhibitions in the Royal
Parks—the Pagoda Bridge, the Temple of Con-
cord, the Fair, and the Lilliputian sea-fight on
the Serpentine river were the most memorable
scenes of this splendid and expensive national
farce, - ; o

. Since that period, the people have been

amused by processions at the general election,

in which  the brutalized mob evinced their
savage disposition by outrageously .. insuiting
some of the candidates. They also distinguish-
ed themselves by their reception of Henry Hunt,
on his return from Lancashire ; and evinced their
impiety and propensity to evil, by the approba-.
tion which -they expressed of the publishing
blasphemers on Ludgate-hill and in Fleet-street. .

- The passion for public spectacles is not con-:
fined to the cangille, or dregs of the people, for
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genteel: tradesmen, handicrafismen, and even
professional men delight .in theatric exhibitions,
and are not only the principal patrons of theminor
play-houses, but in many instances expase their
" own vanity and incapacity, as-performers at pri-
vate thieatres. To such an absurd :héight, and
extent tdo, .is this most preposterous indulgence
of folly aud .sensuality carried, that the. satire of
Petronius Arbiter is properly applicable to those
ridiculous mimics of the mimetic heroes and he-
roines of the soek and buskin en the pubhc
stage :

L Miumdus universus exercet histrioniam.”
- Or, as Shakspeare has it,
« All the world’s a stage, &c.”

While engaged in these light and frivolous
pursuits, business is often neglected ; and the ad-
miver of representatlons of interesting events,
sometimes makes a figure in the (Gazette, ‘an
event which might have been prevented by
industry and frugality.  The fascinations of
the stage are certainly numerous and seductive. -
There the -imagination, the 'senses; and the
sensual appetites, are stimulated by the oombmed'
powers- of poetry, painting, music, eloquence,
wit, humour; sentiment, - and the paramount at!
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tractions of bedizened and bepainted female
beauty.

JIn common life, the people are remarkable for
very superficial knowledge, and great vanity——a
dleverness and dexterity respecting their owa

busingss, but an almost’ total ignorance of litera- -

tare, religion, or whatever dignifies and enlight-
eps the human mind. Even genteel tradesmen,
thongb intelligent and obliging in eommon oc-
currences, are’ mostly defective in those acquire-
ments which give a zest to conversation, and en~
liven the fireside. Many of them converse
fluently, indeed much better than they can write,
yet they all pretend to be critics. Occasional
visits to the theatres give them a taste for dra«
matic entertainments, and a familiarity with the
manners, and peculiar powers of performers,
which embolden them to decide with a divert-
ing dogmatism on every histrienic perfarmance.
Maost of these sagacious oritics would, doabtless,
consider it the highest presumption in a country
visitar ta London, to give an opinion in cone
trariety to their own; for, according to theif
eustpmary and favourite assertion, “ THEY KNOW
. BETTER.” '

As for merebants, and men engaged in the
learned prof. svions, they are difident in their
crifical decisions, and like most of the nobility
and gentry, cosbent themseives with consulting
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the comments on theatrieal representations, writtea
by the literasi of the daily papers, who are deubt-
less well paid by the managers of our various
places of public amusement, for their persuasive
and well-timed puffs.

Among the characteristics of the common peo-
~ ple, a disposition to ridicule is very generak
They delight to grin at any unfashionable pecu-
kiarity in the dress or manners of strangers, or
even of their own intimate friends. Hence exs
terior elegance, a pleasing address, and assumed
comsequence, operate like a passportm our inter.
course with society in London, in many situn-
tions where greater aecomplmbmetm, may, ta-
lents, would fail of success.

A credulous and inexperienced individual, on
his first wisit to Lowdon, might imagine that hebad
arcived at a spot where the kuowledge of all the
arts and sciences was aoquirable m a short time;
%0 plamible arethe pretensions of differont adven-
tarers, who, incited by the love of gain, or the
pride of distinction, modestly propose to instrust
pupils for a moderate recompence. Here a loe.
- turing sstronomer offers te make the sciemee of
the hegvenly bodies as familiarto the eockoey,
as the way from Mile End to Chespride.
Welchan professes to teach Englishmen how ¢o
speak; a Frenchman proposcs to instrmet Mr,
Jeom Bull in the art of vessoning; a Cerman-

2
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will,- for money, produce machinery by which
passengers and parcels may he conveyed along the
king’s highway without the aid of the horse; and
an Irishman swears, that he has discovered a mode
of increasing the population by the proper appli-
. cation of steel as a tonic! Indeed, this may well
be termed the Age of Pretence. In the public
and private theatres, sound is preferred to sense,
and graceful ‘agility to ‘impressive action. One
vocal performer obtains more money by the exer-
tion of ‘her voecal powers at .the Italian .opera,
than all the original authors in England, by their
utmost efforts.. -
- But among the pretenders, or quacks:of Lon-
don, the magnanimous Cobbett must.not be
overlooked. His praiseworthy exertions to in-
“stract the ignorant weavers and cotton-spinners
of Lancashire, the shearsmen and dyers of York-
shire, the silk-weavers of Cheshire, the toymen
~of Birmingham, and the riband manufactarers of
Coventry, entitle him to the gratitude of those
poor, iguorant, miserable, improvident bein'gs,'
whom he so humanely returned from America

to enrich, inform, and render at once prudent and,

bappy, by an exposure of those arts of taxation,
which may all be counteracted and nullified by
abstinence. He can .scarcely. fail of .success in

persuading sottish artificers to prefer water to -
that destructive preparation known by the name
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of beer or ale ; especlally, when the pupils in thls
‘new system of political economy areinformed, that
the simple element has been recommeénded by an
author of such high authority as Dr. Armstrong '

Leam temp’rance, frxends and hear thhout dmdnn
‘The choice of water,

was the advice of the Scottish Esculapius, in his
+ “ Art of preserving Health;” and now this pre-

cept is enforced with irresistible eloquence, by -
that great and honourable statesman, the modest-

and - erudite William Cobbett. Whatever may
be the success of this new system in the country,
it will require some ingenuity to prevail ovet the
prejudices of the people of London, whose attach<

ment to their porter,-is almost as strong as even

that to the king and constitution.
- Another patriot has proposed a still bolder

expedient for the reduction of the revenue “and

would fain persuade our ladies to prefer an in-
fusion of wholesome English grass, under the
name of hay tea, to that enervating, unpalatable,

and dear production; of China called tea. Butthe -

Black Dwarf will prove himself a greater hero
" than' Jack the giant-killer, and more eloquent
than that florid orator Phillips, if he can prevail
80 far over the habits of our lovely country-wo-
men as to make them forego their favourite re-

freshment, to gratify a few vain and malignant
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enapirics, who are so noisy on the topic of politi-
cal reform, while they neglect their own personal
reformation, Wooler has probably been told,
that bay tea is given with great success twice
day to calves; and by a very natural inference,
conjectures that it may prove equally nutritious -
to ‘asses; but, however delicious this beverage
may be to his enlightened brethren ; our elegant
females will turn up their pretty noses at the very
effluvia or steam of this coarse refection, and will
continue to indulge in “ large potations,” of that
exhilarating finid, which has so long contributed
to their imprevement in gossiping and gaiety.

- As for the determined proselytes of Carlile and
Co. who whilé they despise the word of Gob, -
persist in their belief of the writings and assertions
of impudent athsists, and envious scribblers, they
are ‘50 well described in the following passage,
that it presents a strong nll\utratiou of their fe-
rocity and presumption. )

“ Daring the grand féte given by the Spanish
Ambsssador, on the 15th of Decomber, 1810,
one of the disgraces of the police of London, &
gang of pickpockets, beset the doors, and e«
deavoured to rob amidst the confusion and alarm
which they ereated. Their yelling and actusl
 violence became at last so terrifying, that- Laven.

der, finding all his exertions ineffectual to main~
tain the peace, sent for the wilitary, wheo, how-
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ever; did not arrive for a long time. Their pre. -
sence soon restored order, and preserved it duriag
the rest of the night.” '

. Bat even among the genteel class of society in
Loundon, a very great majority of young un-
married men, and some thousands of heads of
families too, seem. tokally careless, or destitute of
a sense of religious responsibility. 'Fheir ides
- of integrity, veracity, and dignity of mind seemis
" merely to be circumscribed by the term Aonowr
—~~hanour, that prood but inefficient substitate
fer virtue. Thus these honourable men, break
their engagemeonts, and say they forget them;
and so consider a breach of promise as a very
trivial matter. 'They seem to live withoat plam,
the sport of every passiom, or, whim, of them-
selves: and their giddy eompanions; and are
tossed about on the ocean of life, like ships
wisheut compass, rudder, or helmsman, til tley
feunder in the abyss of imprudence and ruin.

. In seeiety, many of them are entertaining, and:

sqme even interesting compaaions, but they are

content with: the acquisition of such saperfisial
accomplishments as enable themr o shine the
mere meteors of & moment. The fashionable
topée of the day; trivial approbation of some
proviaciak player who stwolied ap. to town and:
becamme. stationery on the London stage; some
witticist, or sajire againet statesmeniin power s

\
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some new melo-drama, or pantomime; or even
a new cut in the coat, fixes the attention of these
men of fancy and spirit. As for immortality—a
fature state of rewards and punishments—or a
belief in Divine Revelation—such topics are con-
sidered by these. lively and polite mortals, as.

vulgar and rural ideas, totally incompatible with.

the. comfort of .an evening in town, where the
theatre or the card-table present their inex-
haustible gratifications.

The gradation from infidelity and luxury to
criminality is so easy and natural, that it imper-

ceptibly becomes part of the system adopted by

sensualists. Like the progress down a smooth

and gradual descent, adorned on either hand with
- flowers, while the perfumed air, vibrates with the

enchanting sounds of bharmony; those ramblers

along the path of life insensibly resign themselves
" to the delightful illusions of an overheated ima-
gination. Their wants multiply as.they. pre-.
ceed, till they become so completely helpless and
unresisting, that oblivion interrupts, or infamy
terminates their pernicious waste of time, trea-.
sure, and health. :

Sucharethe delusions and misériesever attend-

ant on luxurious vice ; and all those evils which .

affect the dissolute originate. in irreligion. . It is

a subject of deep regret to the man of - reflection

to obeerve that the Deist, whose penetration has :
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discovered such errors in the religion of our an-
cestors, should be so successful in the depravation.
of his fellow-creatures. - When Addison flourish-.
ed, thts metropolis could boast of only a few
free-thinkers; * but.we are polished now,” and
the attorney’s clerk, the man milliner,  nay, evea:
the waiting-maid and footman, embracing the.
modern philosophy, deride- the faith which .led
their parents to heaven. From. the tribunal of
impious wit there is no appeal :—ridicule is.her.
sword ; sophistry her shield ; and vain-glory her.
reward. In short, the modish Deist denies the
authority, and execrates the precepts of.the,
Bible, because it prohibits the indulgence of his.
" passions ; while, by his affectation of humanity
.and sentiment, he passes through life with the
character of an accomplished gentleman, though
destitute of that modest dignity which ever ac-~.
companies merit. ,

Were we to inquire why so many new sys-’
“tems of metaphysics and ethics are promulgated
among .mankind, we should find that they eri-,
ginate in the pride of aspiring individuals,,
Learned pride in the philosopher, and the flatter-,
ed vanity of his votaries, are the origin of all
those abstruse systems of human knowledge that
now militate against Revelation, and the happi-,
ness of mankind; but the voluminous produc-,
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tions of French, German, and. English free
. thinkers and atheists, will, when brought to
the test of truth, be found to consist of & few
impious ideas, expanded into Jong disserfations.
These atrial castles, like rmmense eolumns of
clonds, will, when exposed fo the pervading rays
of common sense, evaporate into thim air.

" Witheut a God, the universe would be as
dreary as our symem without a sun. The com-
fortable ideu of his presiding Providenee, enables
the believer o sruggle with adversity; and to
hope amid the mrost diseouraging eircamstdnces.
On the other hand, the atheist, who has erected
+forhitmeelf a faneifol edifiee of heman perfectiors,
and who, trusting to his own sagacity and exer.
tious, finds: to his inexpressible woe that his .
proud notions were anfounded, either sinks into-
the torpor of imbecility, orrises to the frenzy of
despair ; and often flies to se_lf-murder & d re-
foge from reflection !

Atheists, look areund! béhold the wondets
of Creative Wisdom iw the heavens and the
earthy; contemplate the stroeture of the haman
frame-the faenlties of the mind; and exclainy
with Pavid, « Fearfully and wonderfully am ¥
mude!” Du not impiously employ your en-
dowmenty i oppositior tv the revealed will of
~ the bendficent Giver of Kfe and reason, Act 1ot
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0 nngratefully ; but, with wmelting hearts, fall
- prostrate and repenting before your ommpotent
Creator. :

A more formidable and i mgemous sect of spe-
culatists has emerged into public observation.
These sages adapt their system to the nataral
propeasities of the human beart. By rejecting
and- deriding the moral precepts, which enjoin
self-denial, and by artfully cherishing the passions,
they enchant their votaries, who extol them as
demi-gods.

Our modish sages, w1th an mgenulty and ef.
frontery unknewn to the ancients, have combined
the pride of the stoic with the voluptuousness of
the epicurean ; and at once gratify their prose-

 lytes with the idea that_they are pursuing the
dictates of virtue, while .yielding to the impulse
of every desire. Hence their popularity, and the
pernicious effects of their sophistry on the morals '
of the community.

. Thus vice has not only assumed the garb, byt
even the sentiments of virtue ! Under the plausi-
ble name of refinement, the most. abominable
sensuality allurés the unsuspecting mind both in
the closet and the theatre—in the drama, novels,
and philosophical publications of the.day, Did
our fashionable infidels allow themselves to ex-
steise their own reason, they would digeover, that .
instead of thinking independently, they are the
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maost superstitious of mortals ! Misled by the elo-

quent sophistry of a few proud modern illuminati,
they are neither free in thought nor action, but
led captive by their tyrantiic appetites.

The freethinkets of the last century, both
French and English, endeavoured to depreciate
the Christian religion, by impudently asserting
that it was imvented by statesmen to overawe the
credulows multitude, and render them obediént
to baman laws. But the infidels of the present
day have gone farther, and contend that our
established religion is subversive of morality!
The exertions of certain Enghsh atheists and
deists, for they are of the same fraternity, are
uvremitted; and 3o gross: is ‘their presumptuotis
infatuation, that they will ‘suffer any penalty ra-
ther than acknowledge their érror. -

As chutch and state are established by law in
this country, the Reformers, as they modestly-
‘term themselves, at once aim at the subversion bf
all political and teligious distinctions; and under
the plausible semblance of universal liberty, not
only cherish a disposition to licentiousness, but o
gross immorality, and horrid impiety, in tlm
miinds of their ignorant partisans.

A free people, and such the English now

are, notwithstanding the assertions of Cobbett,

_ Wooler, 'Hunt, Cartwright, and eveén thé beld

Hobhouse, to the contm-y, are apt to eensum
© 2
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thos¢ who exercise authority over them, however

.moderately administered. Yet the history of

England affords many proofs, that the nation has
‘also been prompt in the expression of their appro-

bation of any.act of patriotista by the Princé or

the Senate.” The aristocratical part of our le-
gislature indeed, derives its right to gssist in the

enactment of laws, from heteditary custom, end

to the honour of the House of Peers, be it men-

tioned, that they have, in many instdnces, been

tenacious of the people’s rights, and identified

them with their own. As for the House of Cotn-

wions, though soine abuses have ctept into the

represeritation, the majority of the county mem-~

bers, whether on the side of the Ministry, or the

Opposition, are men of education, integrity, and

fortume. The clamoir about parliamentary res

form, by 3 few adventurous egotists and dema«

gogues, and the bold assertions of a few scribs

bling paphleteers, are therefore wot valy untrue,
. bt dangerous.” It is. an easy matter to excite
‘the evil passions of am ighorant and énvious po-

palace, but not se easy to keep tliem within legal

bounds ;- heace the present Ministry have beeu

compelled to make some encroachments on our

political constitution, for the preservat;on of pub-
' lic tranquillity. ~
The servants of the Crown are responsible to

the King and the people for their public ac-

’ E2
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‘tions, and they have, in general, performed their
political duties with great cleverness and success.
Their opponents, if placed in the same situa-
tion only six months, probably would become as
‘odious to the readers of certain political pamph-
{ets, as they now are. The Opposition indeed,
‘posseéss in a pre-eminent degree the talent of sa-
tire; and may be compared to reviewers, who
‘can 'point out the errors in a new publication,
though their own powers may be inferior té those
of the author. But an opposition in both Houses
of Parliament, has from the sanction of custom
been deemed indispensable ; it has gradually
grown up with our free constitution, and is use-
ful. The Ministry and the Opposition may be,
termed the flint and steel of British liberty ; and
by occasional collision, produce those sparks which
revive the flame of patriotism. By the fre-
quency of violent contact, however, Opposition,
like the flint, seem ‘to have lost part of their ma-
~ teriel ; insomuch, that some of their best. friends

are apprehensive, that they will eventually be-
come so diminished and dull, as to be incapable
- of producing either political light or heat.

e
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SKETCHES OF PUBLIC CHARACTERS.

THE PINK OF NOBILITY.

This amiable and accomplished woman, whose
heart beats in unison with the most generous .
emotions, has, on all occasions, evinced a superio-
rity of intellect, combined with the most conci-
liating urbanity. With a poetic_genius, chaste
and classic, and a taste refined by conversation |
with the most intelligent persons of both sexes,
the pink of nobility is estimable for still greater
perfections. It is the pride and pleasure of her
heart to fulfil the social duties of daughter, wife,
and mother; and happy would it be for many
high-bred dames were they to imitate her exam-
ple, and relinquish their chase of the phantom
PLEASURE, which they now pursue through the
labyrinth of life.

The fair subject of this sketch has long been
~ the patroness of genius; and if she has, in same
instances, been attracted by the whirlpool of fa-
shionable amusements, she ever preserved the
dignity of virtue; and shared the frivolities of
~ others, rather to avoid the imputation of singula-
rity, than from lev1ty of dtsposltlon.

THE MODERN. FINE LADY. .

It .is only in the serenity of retirement that
' 4
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the amiable and social qualities of woman ap-

pear in their genuine lustre. In London the

beautiful sex assime an uvamatural character.

Their passion for admiration, and love qf plea- .
sure, become excessive. Not content with na-

tural beauty, the modern fine, lady Has recourse

to art. The hai'fldresser supplies her with arti-

ficial locks; the corset-maker manufactures a

false bosom ; and the vender of cosmetics pre-

pares his beautifying wash ; the light drapery of
fashion is supplied by the mantua-maker and mil- -

liner; and the lovely dupe of vanity obscures
her charms with artificial decorations. She eyes
herself at the mirror; adjusts her dress, limbs,
and deportment ; and steps into the public walk,
or the assembly, courting observation. All her
native grace and amiable simplicity are lost in
affectation ; she revels in the giddy whirl of fa.
shionable life, at ronts, masquerades, and musi-
cal parties; and at length finds that happiness
“ allures from far, but, as she follows, flies.”

THE FALSTAYF OF REFORM ; OR, AN EGQTIST
ON_STILTS.
“ Will his own merit sees.—This gives him pride
That he sees more than all the world beside.”
This boaster; like his great prototype, is con-
vinced, that “the better part of valour is dis-
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cretion,” and has acted accordingly ; forhehastwo
or three times ventured his life on the immense
ocean, to escape the fangs of the officers of justice.
His common theme js self-praise ; insomuch that
even when he runs away he claims the merit of
_ being the leader of the most ignorant and silly
faction that ever disgraced Christendom. So
consummate is his egotism, that had the ship he
sailed in encountered a storm, he would doubtless
bave cheered the mariners with, « Fear not, thou
carriest Camesar!” nay, Hercules! the modern
corrector of state errors, the fearless, honest, and
disinterested champion of reform. '

To a person in retirement, who perused this
statesman’s impartial record of public events, it
doubtless would appearthat he alone was qualified
to regulate the political world, decide on the
destiny of public men, and harmonize, society in
one general brotherhood. Yet what, in reality,
are this egotist’s motives for thus assuming public
spirit ? A malignant desire to calumniate those
statesmen whom he envies; a vain effort to ob-
tain temporary popularity with the common herd;
and an avaricious eagerness to extract the last

sizpence from the pockets of his dupes.

-



72 THE ENGLISH METROPOLIS ;

THE DWARF OF INNOVATION.

« Cunmng little Tsaac!”

“Next to the polmcal enlightener of England,
may ‘be mentioned his humble imitator; for it
has ever been customary in romaance, for a giant
to have his attendant dwarf. In this instance,
indeed, the imp seems almost as ingenious, and
fully as mischievous as the master-demon ; and
they have both been wonderfully successful in
persuading the people to buy their sixpenn’orth
* of misrepresentation. There i¢ a natural aptitade

among the bulk of mankind to be gratified with'

the ridicule of their 'superiors in rank and for-
tune; the satire, whether true or.false, is sure to
please; and the bold and unprincipled vilifier of
religious and political institutions, may safely

calculate on the success of his productions, while-

he laughs at the clergy, and the leglslators of his
country.

It certainly is amusmg to contemplate the
progress, and hear the pretensions of the political
scribblers of the day. One of.them, from the
- humble situation of a common soldier, has, by
the combination of ingenuity and impudence risen
. to the enviable pre-eminence of a common

oalumniatorz and alternately loaded democrats, -
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and aristocrats, with every epithet of opprobrium
that his venomous malevolence could supply.
This Falstaff of Reform, equally remarkable
for his cowardice and his violence, reminds us,
by his' temporising versatility; of the famous
'vicar of Bray. As for the Dwarf of Innovatloh '
he'has hitherto strutted his hour; but-mortality
must be his portion. His dupes cannot long
dfford to pay him sixpence, weekly, for ‘his -
abortions of malice; and he probably must re-
cur to the practice of the black art, “ cease to ’
wnte and learn to think.”

THE CASTOR AND POLLUX OF BLASPHEMY, °

They nobly take the high priori road,
And reason downward till they doubt of Gon. .
_ POPE.

. These aspiring descendants of that Jupiter
, 'Tomms, or rather, that British Beelzebub of au-
~ dacious impiety, Thomas Paine, have come for--
ward ‘to amuse and inform the British pubhc'
with a confidence never before exhibited in a
court of justice. '
CasToR, by his contemptible  parodies, de-
lighted those wyriads of infidels with which
London abounds. With what glee did ‘they
“laugh at the humorous application of the dogmas
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of the church, to certain officers of the state
How witty and how wise must Castor and his
noderling (Mills) appear to those judicious esti-
mators .of atheistical buffoonery! While the
mania lasted, Castor was 'brought before his
betters, and acquitted of any intention to ridicule
the religion of his country; nay, money was
collected for him, as if he had been a public
benefactor, and certain senators were not asham-
. ed.to appear among his patrons!

. The success of Castor prompted Pollux to try
lns talent at blasphemy. He wrote, published,
was imprisoned, tried, and condemned! Hence -
these brethren in iniquity, however congenial
in- their sentiments and sympathies, have been
very differently treated by a jury of their coun-
trymen. Castor now holds the ascendancy, and
continues to shine as a star of the first magnitude
among the enlighteners of deism and atheism ;
while poor Pollux, like the fallen archangel
‘# his brow with thunder scarred,” droops in
the obscurity and ‘incarceration, which presents
an image. of that eternal oblivion, that he
seems so desirous should be the pomon of all
mankind !
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SIMPLICITY AND REFINEMENT; OR, MODERN
IMPROVEMENTS IN. FEMALE KDUCATION:
‘ILLUSTRATED IN A DIALOGUE BETWEEN
MISS GAYTON AND MISS WOODLEY.

. Miss Gayton. I snppose, Matilda, that youn
pass much of your time in the conntry, in reading.

Miss Woodley.  Yes, my dear, I delight in
the study of our best authors.

. Mtss Gayton. Study! what an unfuhlonablo 4

cxpressmn 1 do not mean study, but amusement.
You have, I suppose, a taste for poetry ?
Miss Woodley. Yes; I admire good poetry.
Miss Gayton. So do I, especially amatory
pieces, such as Hammond’s ies, and the
modern productions of a certain sonnetteer. But
you know—we must not mention these things in
company. , ‘
- Miss Woodley. I have made it a rule, never
to peruse any production in the closet, which I
should be ashamed to acknowledge in the draw-
ing-room.

Miss Gayton. What a Gothic bamg' I pro-
test, Miss Woodley, I’m shocked at your rusticity.
You'll réquu'e - winter’s polishing to qualify you
for a participation in the amusements of fashion-
able company. You must know, my dear, that
musty morality is nearly obsolete in high life.
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My French governess says, she feels an aversion
to those antiquated precepts, which, however
proper-they may be for the regulation of a nan-
nery, are unfit for the consnderatlon of people of
fashion, . .

Miss Woodley. T'm afraid that people of
fashion have degenerated from the dlgmﬁed
manners of their ancestors.

* Miss Gayton. Quite the reverse, my dear, I
assure you. We daily improve in all the elegant
arts of life. Our milliners provide the taw ma-
terials of personal decoration, and we adjust
them. Our perfamers collect cosmetics and
odorous essences, and we apply them. Our book-
sellers manofacture repositories of arts, London
and Paris fashions, amusing tales of scandal,-and
pretty poems, and we purchase them for the
encouragement of literature aud the fine arts.
In short, we patronise whatever contributes to

personal or social elegance, from the invention

of a new movement in dancing, to the philosophie
analysis of the component parts of a comet. You
must endeavour to elevate your taste to the
altitude of modern refinement.

Miss Woodley. That T shall never gttempt.
If, to be accomplished, it is requisite to become
vitiated, I shall, without repining, cherish my
harmless simplicity of maunners, and prefer the

dictates of nature to the illusions of art,

&
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JMiss G’ayton.' The dictates of nature! O

-heavens! Matilda, you quite terrify me! Why, -
girl, if we were to obey the dictates of nature -

we should throw ourselves into the arms of the
first handsome fellow we met. Your simplicity,
* as you term it, would soon make fine work in
the fashionable world. We should hear of ladies
running away with their footmen—Ilords carrying
off cookmaids in triumph—and dames of high
rank, like Mrs. Gregson, making ‘love to their

coachmen. No, Matilda, as Falstaﬁ' says,  no

more of that, if you love me.’ .

Miss Woodley. Well, my lively.cousin, since
I find I cannot convince you of the advantages
of simplicity, I only beg that you will not urge
me to adopt your principles of refinement.

Miss Gayton. No, my dear Matilda, no ; you
are a free-born Englishwoman, and bave a right
© to judge for yourself but T have no doubt that
- you will soon become a convert to our delightful

system of modern elegance. Pray what’s your
opinion of Captain W———— of the guards? we
expect him to spend the evening with us.

Miss Woodley. 1 only saw the gentleman.

once at my uncle’s, and therefore cannot pretend
to judge of his merit gr character. He seemed

foppish, or what in your new vocabulary is

termed a Dandy. .
- Miss Guayton. Ah'! that is perfectly in cha-
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racter. An officer, without foppery, would be a
strange kind of animal. Their dashing manner
is quite charming.—I dellght to see them look
like heroes.

Miss Woodley.. And I hope they look like
what they are.

Miss Gayton. - Who can doubt it, after the
trophies they gained at the battle of Waterloo P
But there’s young ‘Weston, the West India mer-
¢hant, a fellow polite enough I grant, but seem-
- ingly with a bosom as frigid as the rocks of
‘Nova Zembla.

Miss Woodley. Pray where did you learn
these hard names ? '

Miss Gayton. From my tutor in geography,
to be sure; don’t you know, my dear, that
young ladnes are now taught.every thing, by the
most approved thasters ?

- Miss Woodley. Then they must be very
knowing indeed ! - '

Miss Gayton. Nodoubt of it, Matilda, A
' modern fine lady’s_head is the circle of the
scieuces-—a terrestrial, or, if you will—a celes-
tial sphere of knowledge. I’ll engage to find
you a boarding school adept in fashionable ac-
complishments, who knows more than is con-
tained in Rees’s cumbrous and veluminous Oy.
clopedia! But I must defer my dissertation on

modern acquitements il ahotber oppox-tuni&y
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Mm Woodley. Very well, my fair cousin;
from your present lecture 1 have learnt, that the
boasted accomplishments communicable in Lon-
ddn, resemble their specious improvements in
architecture—such us their Roman cement, or
artificial stfme, which, at a distance, looks graad,
but, on our approach, we observe the cracks
and flaws which deform it ; and, like the charms
of enamelied ladies, renders deformity still more
disgusting, because it has the semblance of grace
and beauty. '

‘QUACKERY.
Aviendo pregonado vino, venden vinagre.
Spanish Proverb,
After having cried up their wine, they sell us vinegar.

London, so justly celebrated for whatever can
contribute to the comfortable and elegant ac.
commodation of man, also abounds with such a
variety of specious productions of empiricism, as
must excite the indignant wonder of the-rational
observer, Indeed, the credulity of the people,
~mot only of this great city; but of England in
general, respecting the healing powers of ad-
vertised medicines, as well as the skill of regular
physicians, is almost incredible, Men who, in

the coamon transactions of life, are prudent,’
¢autious, and vigilant, lest they shéuld be out-’

-
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witted, seem quite divested of suspicion when
they resign themselves and their families to the
Doctor. They very sagaciously conceive that a
man.of science who has, like a true patriot, -de-
_woted his attention to the structure of -the human

machme, -who has watched over all its move-- -
ments from the first period of. infancy to the last

of old age, and who has administered medicine
in all its forms and combinations, must be much
better qualified to manage the health of bis
neighbours than a cobler, or a tailor. Hence,
every gentleman, nay, every genteel tradesman,
has his family Physician, who, for an annual sum,
engages to keep the machinery of his fire-side in
thorough . repair, as far as human skill can

operate. The propriety and expedience of em-

ploying a popular physician must be evident—
'should Madam -be attacked by the vapours
caught over an unfortunate- game at cards, .or
Miss be visited by one of those imaginary evils
of Pandora which are nameless, because they

never existed, the Doctor is sent for, and after S

feelmg' the lady’s pulse, rather a critical opera-
tion, and viewing her tongue, the conformation
of which would puzzle the most experienced
Anatomist, he prescribes a palatable mixture
from the lururious pharmacopéia; and she is,
sent to bed at an early hour, as. «the best medi-
cine is @ sound sleep.” e




A
YOUNG GENTLEMAN’S
ADVENTURES IN'LONDON;

With Illustrations of Characters and Manners,
Arts and Literature, in this Metropolis.

'-——.—_-.

Epmunp VERE, the son of an opulent cot-
ton manufacturer at Spring'Hi]l, in Lancashire,
accompanied by his friend Mr. Wright, and a
Mr. Buersil, from Yorkshire, set out in a post-
chaise from Manchester for London in the be-
ginning of January 1820. Mr. Vere was yet a
minor, in the twenty-first year of his age; his

father had given him an introductory letter to
his partner in trade, Mr. Bolton. 'The stay of

the youth in the metropolis was limited to three
months, and that he might enjoy all the gratifi-
cations obtainable from polished _society, five
hundred pounds were allowed for his expenditure
doring that time. ' ' '

. F A
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On the arrival of the travellers at the Golden
Cross, Charing Cross, Edmund proceeded in a
backney coach to the residence of Mr. Bolton,
in Upper Brook-street, where he was received
by his father’s partner with the urbanity of a
gentleman, and the cordial welcome of a friend.
But his eager curiosity to view London was yet
ungratified, and Mr. Bolton could hardly per-
suade him to restrain his impatience, and defer
his ramble till the next day.

After breakfast, on the following worning,
Edmund, who was an excellent pedestrian, set
out on foot on his proposed ramble through Lon-
don. He had predetermined to wander without
" a particular plan, rightly conceiving that he
should derive a higher gratificition from those
incidental circumstances, and architectural beau- -
ties, which might present themselves, as it were,
spontaneously to his observation. ~ Consequently
he required no impertinent leader through the
labyrinth of squares, streets, lanes, and courts,
which perpetually met his eyes; nor was he dis-
posed to consult engraved plans, or literary
guides, trusting rather to his own eyes, and de-
termined to obtain his knowledge of the topo-
graphy of London, Westminster, and - South-
wark, by experience arising from reiterated ex-
‘cursions.

On stepping into the street, he inquired the

) 4
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way to St. James's Palace, of the first passenger
he met, and was directed to Bond.street, and
thence across Piccadilly, down St. James's-
street. At ten o'clock in the morning Bond-
street was comparatively quiet, if not dull; se-
~ veral of the shopkeepers were arranging their
merchandise in the meost attractive forms to

catch the glance of the beautiful, the gay, the

noble, and the rich, who were soon to pass in
such' crowds. through that celebrated thorough-
fare ; and jewellery, cosmetics, silks, lace, paint-
. ings, and books, presented a pleasing variety to
the observant eye. But Edmund had never seen
a palace, and he passed with accelerated quick-
ness down St.James’s-street, entered the royal
ceurt yard, and beheld a low quadrangle of mean
brick work! He was disappointed. ¢ Is this,”
said he to himself, «“a meet habitation for our
king? ean the nation, with its characteristic
magnanimity and munificence, permit our first
magistrate to be so humbly lodged; or, is this
pile considered venerable for its antiquity, and
~ therefore preferred to a more magnificent edi-
fice?” S
The military guard stationed in this square
now engaged the attention of Edmund. It was
composed of veterans, men who had braved
death in the field of battle, and victoriously sur-
vived every conflict. The breast of each war-
¥2
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rior was. decorated with a médal, the meed of
valour for success in the decisive battle of Water-
loo. 'Though no advocate for war, Edmund
felt his heart palpitate with national exultation.

“ These are my countrymen,” said he, * how se- -

rene in peace, how invincible .in war! The
Briton, with all his foibles, is first of men, and
Englishmen deserve .the freedom and opulence
which they possess.” He then passed into St.
James’s park, where several persons in various
sitnations of life passed along the spacious walks,
shaded by high over-arching elms.. The motley
appearance of these passengers was amusing.
Here the pretty affected nursery maid, imitating

the gestures of the fine lady, led the little bloom- -

ing group of infants committed to her: care,
‘while she rewarded the attention of the « lean
unwash'd artificer,” or the pensive half-pay. of-
ficer, with.a gracious simper; and, like a true
woman, seemed eager to extend her empire over
the heart of man, whether the subject were a
clown or a fine gentleman. There the pursy
cit, with legs scarcely able to support his body
corporate, though aided by a staff, waddled
along ; while the place-expectant, trimly dressed
to attend the levee of his patron, exhibited his
-superior powers of loco-motion with a celerity
that would have excited the envy of Captain
Barclay, or any otheér walking egotist. The
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letter carrier, the baker’s boy, dnd a variety of

industribus citizens, freely passed along, for the

walks in the Royal Parks are open for the ac-
commodation and pleasure of the public. At
the end of the prin¢ipal walk, Edmund came in
- sight of the bulldmv approptiated to the Life
Guards; and was met by another detachment of
infantry, on .their march to relieve the guard at
the palace. Their colours waved over the heads
. of those heroes who had so gallantly defended
them ; while the animating sounds of martial

music, the glitter of arms, and the regularity of -

the march, delighted a promiscuous throng of
- idle people who accompanied the soldiers.

On passing through the arched gateway of the
Horse Guards, Edmund came in sight of White-
hall palace, near the front of which Charles the

- First was beheaded. The beauty of the archi-

tecture engaged his attention, and on inquiry he
found that the fabric had formerly been the
abode of royalty. ¢ That,” said he, “is a pa-

lace indeed ; how superior does it appear to the -

‘plain brick building appropriated to our Sove-
reign!” ¢ Yes,” replied the man who had answer-
ed his inquiry, « yet the last royal inhabitant of

" - Whitehall had no reason to boast of his security ;.

the misguided and unfortunate thongh magnani-
mous Charles mlserably perished before his.own
palace, after a sanguinary, unsuccessful, and un-

N



-

86  THE ENGLISH METROPOLIS ;

constitutional warfare against the liberties of the
people.” ¢ You express very independent and
bold sentiments, Sir,” said Edmund with a smile,
“in the very precincts of the Treasury.” ¢ Yes,

. Sir, but my sentiments are just, because they are

constitutional ; and I’'m convinced the present
royal family of England owe their popularity and
security to their respect for such sentiments.”
Edmund bowed, and on looking to the right, the
lofty square tower of Westminster Abbey pre-
sented itself to his eye, rising majestically above
the roofs of the circumambient houses. *Is that
the tower of the Abbey, Sir?’ said he. ¢ Yes,”
replied the stranger, “ and if you have an hourto

‘spare, it will not be misemployed in exploring

the recesses of that ancient fabric. I would

" willingly accompany you, but business requires

my attendance at another part of the town, and
you can be at no loss for a guide through Lon.
don and Westminster, while you possess, ready
money.” . They parted, Edmund entered by the
door which is generally left open daring the day,
and passing along one of the aisles, in 2 moment
found himself in the poet’s corner, with the statue
of Shakspeare before him, and busts and ia-
scriptions on either hand. Edmund was not en-
thusiastically fond of poetry, yet it was impos-
sible for an Englishman with genuine feelings,

| alive to national fame, not to be animated with »
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.strong .emotiop while he trod on.the dust of \tbose
.bards, whose genins had so .essentially cantri- . -
huted to the refinement of language and man-

" ners; and whose. dignified semtiments had by

adoption inspired that manlmess, intrepidity, love.
of freedom, and reverence for virtue, which im-
mortalized the names.of legislators and heroes,
and exalted the natigpal character to:a pre-emi-
. mnence hitherto unattained by any other people.
While he gazed. around, his bosom glowed, and
the spogtaneous. tribute of admiration burst from
his lips, « Shades. of Sbakqpeare, Milton, and
Pryden,” exclaimed he, “ye worthies of opr
. land, ye exalters of our species, hail! If from the
bappy regiqn to which you doubtless have been
exnlted, ye gam sympathise .with a countryman
proud ,of that distinction, receive the tribute of
approbation due to gedlike genius! But. what
do I see,” continued Edmund, looking  down-
ward, “the.tomb-stone of Samuel Johnson be-
neath my.feet! There lies all that could perish
of .the Christian moralist, the ele ant monitor,
and the virtuous, citizen. ; - while .his works daily
inptruct and enlighten thousands of mtelﬂg‘ent
beings, and the malignity of prejudice and mis-
representation, . like, ipefficient shells exploding
against -the ,walls of an impregnable fortress,
“only tend; to, establlsh .more ﬁrqn]y hjs ;ll,ustrloys
name!”

B
3 e _'



88 THE ENGLISH METROPOLIS ;

Just as Edmund had finished his soliloquy, a
small party of genteel young men and women
entered the Abbey ; they advanced, read the in-
scriptions, and made their comments. ¢ There’s
the bust of Milton,” said one. ¢ Yes,” replied a
young female, “and yonder’s the bust of Gold-
smith, or I'm mistaken ; but as the inscription is
in Lafin, I can make nothing of it.” «Nor L,”
replied her male companion, evidently chagrined
at his want of knowledge. “ I think it was very
- injudicious in the writer,” said another of the
company, “ to compose the epitaph in Latin, of so
eminent and popular an English author as Gold-
smith.” ¢ Yet that writer whom you censure,”
said Edmund, turning to the person who spoke
last, ¢ was Dr. Johnson, a man still more highly
celebrated as an English author.” * Well, 8ir,”
said one of the young men, bowing, “ we will all
be much obliged to you if you will favour us
with a translation of the epitaph, which records -
the character of Goldsmith.” ¢ With pleasure,”
replied Edmund, ‘and he immediately read the
elegant encomium inscribed by the hand of
friendship, as a memorial of the worth of de-
- parted genius. ' The whole party, particularly
theladies, expressed their gratification and thanks,
and Edmund accompanied them into the body
of the fabnc, where a gulde attended to shew

them the curiosities of the place.
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.. Fromthe Abbey, Edmund proeeeded to West-
mmster-bndge, and for the first time beheld the
celebrated river Thames, which, as the tide was
then on the ebb, did not correspond with Den-
ham’s description, .

“Though deep yet clear, though gentle yet not dull,
Strong without rage, wnhout o erﬂowmg full” '

r

For it was then. comparatnvely shallow, and its
stream tinged with mud, and the various disco-
lorations of the liquids thrown imto it by dyers,
hatters, and other manufaeturers, and the' filth of
numerous sewers. Bat the architecture of the
bridge, on which_be stood; and those in perspec-
tive, afforded some gratification to Edmund, while
numerous wherries, lightly gliding across the
stream, gave animation to the scene.

. It was now noon; the streets were crowded
by. tens of thousands of passengers on the foot-
ways, bastening along, some engaged in business,
‘others in quest of pleasure, and a few, like Ed-
mund, prompted by curiosity. The perpetual
_ variety presented by this moving picture ; the well
dressed multitude, passing along the footways like
two distinct streams on each, which lowed with-
out interruption; the regularity preserved amid ap-
parent confusion ; and the noise and velocity of pri-
_vatecarriages, and hackney-coaches, drays, carts,
waggons, and hearses in the carriage-way, as-
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sailed the ears of Edmund with such a.din, and
presented such a diversity of images to his eyes,
that he bezcame giddy, and was hardly conscious
where he vvas, as:he passed along Charing Cross,
the. Strand, Fleet-street, and up Ludgate Hitl,
into St. Piaul’s Church-yard. Here he paused
to take bre:ath, and view the exquisite beauty of -
that mag rificent Cathedral. Though no archi-
tect, he I 1ad ‘a taste for the beauties of architec-
tare; an d taking his stand on a stone step, which
led into: a warehouse opposite the south west angle
of the: b ailding, he:satiated his eyes with the'su-
perb di splay of the Grecian orders, presented by
the wesit'front of St. Paul’s, to which the stately
and- be:autifully proportioned dome in the centre,
forme:d such a superb termination. . The appo-
site illustration of Pope, instantly came into his
recc »]lectlon, and he concluded his survey by re-
pea ting, :

«When we view some well-proportion’d dome,

The world’s just wonder, and ev'n thine, O Rome !
. No single parts unequally surprise,

All comes united to th’ admiring eyes.”

Ashe descended into the street for the purpese
of surveying the beauties of the interior, he met
his: friend and fellow traveler Mr. Wiright, who
with a hearty shake of the hand, exclaimed,
“WVell, Mir. V., I hopeyou have seen the curiesi-
ties of Lo.ndon, and have now time to turn your
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attention to its commerce.” <O, Sir,” said Ed-

mund, “I have only just sipped the flowing cup

which curiosity presented to my lips, and supposé
it will require a month at least, to-see all the rare
things in this world in miniature.” ¢« That would

be a month idly spent indeed ; but as' you have a

right to dispose of your own tithe as you will, I

shall by no means attempt to violate the privilege: °

But surely you may vary your gratifications by

an agreeable interchange of business and amase-

ment. Will you accompany me to the Royal Ex<

~ change? Perhaps you may observe something cu-

. rious there.” Edmuiid assented, took the-arm of
his friend, and passing quickly along the crowded
footway of Cheapside, the Poultry, and Mansion-

- house-street, crossed into Cornhill, and entered

“the square of that edifice, appropriated to mer-
cantile transactions. In its spacious piazzas, mer-
chants from different parts of the globe met, and
conversed about business. Thence they ad-
journed to the rooins in the second story, where
transactions to the amount of many thousands of
pounds were concluded in a few minates. Ed-

- mund was led by Mr. Wright, into one of these
rooms, and could not without admiration behold
the order and precision with which business was
conducted. From the Royal Exchange, they
crossed the street to Tom’s Coffee-house, where .
business and refection were- alternately objects of
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attention ; and where the modern London mer.
chant and his provincial visitors occasionally in-
terchanged mutual civilities, with all the urbanity
of the gentleman, and the cleverness of the ac-
complished man of business.

Here Mr. Wright and Edmund partook ofa
slight refreshment, and our rambler, completely
fatigued with his morning’s exertions, and satis-
fied with his first day’s observations in London, -
returned in a hackney coach to Mr. Bolton’s hos-
pitable mansion.

On his retarn to Mr. Bolton’s, Edmund dresséd
for dinner ; and when he came down to the par-
lour, he was jntroduced by Mr. Bolton to two
gentlemen, members of the House of Commons,
and four ladies. The person of Edmund was
elegant ; he was of the middle size,” well propor-
tioned, and graceful ; his countenance was manly,
- open, and expressive of integrity and candour;
his manners modest, with somewhat of rusticity,
which rendered him still more interesting to the.
friend of simplicity and truth. Such was the young
man whom Mr. Bolton introduced to his visitors
as the son of his partner in trade, and confiden-
tial friend ; consequently, he was admitted to the
honour of a social intercourse with thenr under the
most favourable circumstances.

‘While the company were engaged in that plea-
sing chit chat, which requires little mental exer-
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tion, yet affords much amusement, a thundenng _
- suceession of knocks at the street door, with all
the dexterity of the experienced footman, an-
nounced the arrival of Lord L. This nobleman
entered with the ease of a well bred man of the
world, and joined the party ‘in conversation. In
a few minutes three other visitors arrived; they
were rich merchants from the east end of the town,
‘and behaved with the politeness of polished gen-
. tlemen, with a slight exception in the manners of

"Mr. Phrift, who had travelled on the Continent,
and had imperceptibly acquired much of the vi-
vacity of the Frenchman, with somewhat of the
dogmatism of the German.

The arrival of Sir Thomas Touchstone, a Wilt- -
shire Baronet, Lady Touchstone, and theirdaugh-
ter, completed the party, and indeed rendered it
doubly -interesting, for Sir Thomas, .a modern
Baronet, still retained the frank and manly man-
ners of the English tountry gentleman, though
his wife was not a little proud of his title, and his
daughter, Miss Letitia, was a beautiful, accom-
plished, and most interesting girl, possessed of
great nataral vivacity, which had been cherished
at a fashionable boarding school near London,
yet sensible, and endowed with an elevated mind,
which admired whatever was really estimable,
but scorned the pretensions of pride, and the va-
nity of egotism in others.
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In such society as this, the susceptible mind of

Edmund, rapidly improved. This was.one of the
happiest days of his life, for his unassuming man-
ners, and agreeable conversation, so effectually
gained the esteem of the worthy Baronet, that he

received a general invitation to visitat Park Lane..

«“ My doors shall ever be open to yon, Mr.-V.,”
said the Baronet; “ our country residence isindeed
at a considerable distance, but even when there,
the medium of the post-office, you know, will fa-
cilitate our correspondence.” Edmund expressed
his high sense of the honour conferred on him by

such an intercourse, and unintentionally casting

a penetrating glance towards Miss Touchstone,
exclaimed, ¢ Who would not be proud of the privi-
lege of visiting such a family P Sir' Thomas
frankly shook hands wth him, and Miss Touch-
stone felt a soft blush steal over her face and bo-
soa; called up by an indescribable -emotioni

which was altogether mysterions to her; nor had

she time to analyse her feelings, for the vivacity
of a general conversation engaged her attention,
and required her lively remarks to give a zest to

the graver observations of the gentlemen. Thus

the elegant circle spent the pleasant hours in

'The full free converse of the friendly heart, -
Improving and improved,”

* till the midnight hour of separation, when Ed-
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muad bhad the enviable honour to band Lady
Touchstone and her fair daughter into their
coach. When he retired to his bedchamber, the
intefesting person and accomplishments of the
Wiltshire Baronet’s daughter, presented them-
selves to his imagination, with more for¢e if pos-
sible than the reality had done ; a sentiment con-
genial with love, warmed his breast for a moment,
but the disparity of rank, like a gloomy cloud,
suddenly overcast the sunny scene, and he sighed
to think that he was yet a-minor without fortane,
and that it would be a species of madness to aspire
to the hand of Miss Touchstone. From these
painful reflections, the frwndly oblivion of sleep
~soon relieved him.

According to the laws of courtesy and custom, -
Edmund wentto Park Lane next morning, to pay
his respects to Sir Thomas Touchstone and the

 ladies. Here he was introduced to a character
- totally new to him ! a foreign baron of a prepos-
sessing figure, and manly aspect, in -which, how-
ever, there was a degree of kauteur, by no means
" agreeable to an independent Englishman. After
the common compliments of the morning, the
conversation became animated. : :
* Well, Baroo Spitzberg,” said Sir Thomas,
“ you favoured us with an amusing description of .
Germany on a former occason ; we should now
like to hear you déscribe England.” « Pardon
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me, Sir,” replied the Baron with a bow, “Iam
not yet sufficiently acquainted with the country,
or the manners of the people, to venture an opi-
- nion on so delicate a subject.” ¢ This is very dif-
fident, certainly,” said Sir Thomas, casting a
shrewd look at Edmund, “but surely, Baron, you
way hint the general impression on your mind
respecting us as a nation. You have now been
half a year in London, a city which contains indi-
viduals from all parts of the United Kingdom.”
“ Why, Sir,” said the Baron, with a smile of
self-complacency, ¢ the English are- an industri-
ous, pains-taking sort of people enough ; h'espect
them because their language bears an affinity to
the German ; and nothing is wanting to. render
this country respectable but antiquity.” ¢ Anti-
quity !” repeated Sir Thomas, with feigned sur-
prise, ‘ why, Baron, I suppose you’ll admit that
our Island is as old as Germany : don’t you think
they were both created at the same moment "
0, Sir, I mean the people—you are mere in-.
fants in genealogy, compared with the Germaos.”
« Aye indeed!” ¢ Yes, Sir Thomas,” continued
the Baron with an air of superiority and triumph,
“our own family of the Spitzbergs, which is not
quite so ancient as that of the Emperor of Aus.
tria, can trace its pedigree up to Noah ; our crest
is the dove with the olive branch, that returned
" with that symbol ‘of security to the ark.” «I
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would give half of what we are worth,” ex-
claimed Lady Touchstone, * to be authorised to
boast of so venerable a piece of antiquity.”
“¢ Then you would be the more a fool for your
pains,’ ’ said Sir Thomas, with a smile; “pray
now, Madam, what superiority can you point
out in the dove that belonged to Noah’s ark, over
the flying-fish which fell on the deck of the Can-
' ton, the last voyage my father made to India,
which he immediately caught up and adopted
for bis crest ” ~“ What an ungracious compari-
" son, my dear,” replied the lady, *“between a .
nasty flying-fish, and a sweet cooing dove, the
_ emblem of love.” ¢I am honoured, Madam,”
said the Baron, gaily, “by your compliment to my
dove, and shall be happy to unite it with your
flying-fish.” * An odd conjunction truly,” said -
Miss Touchstone, laughing. < Pray, Miss,” said
the disconcerted Baron, “are you skilled in he-
raldry?”’ ¢« No, Sir, I confess my ignorance, but
I think, that even in heraldry, whatever is prepos-
terous should be avoided. 'What is your opinion,
‘Mr. Vere?” « That I had better be silent, upon
a subject w1th‘whlch I am unacquainted, Miss -
Touchstone, and leave the elucidation to you and
‘the gentleman. «Diffidence is certainly becom-
ing in a young gentleman,” said the Baron.
«Yes, and even in a German Baron, arrived at the
‘age of discretion,” said Miss Touchstone, archly.
. G
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The Baron looked grave, and Lady Touch-
stone, with whom he was a favourite, endeavoured
to repress the satiric gaiety of her lively daugh-
ter. “ I must say, Letitia, that your ideas of
rank, and the distinction due to ancient families,
are very different from those which prevail in
elegant society ; a taste for heraldry is now very
general, and has spread from the west to the east
end of the town. Why, it was but the other
day, Lady Puff, the bankrupt publisher’s wife,
showed me the armorial bearings of the family,
newly emblazoned, and just received from the
College of Arms; and what do you think they

 represented P’ . ¢ I cannot guess, Madam,” said

Miss T'ouchstone, gaily ; “ something emblematic
of . henour and honesty, perhaps, as the apposite

“decoration of an adventurous bankrupt.” ¢ The

crest was a bear and ragged staff,” replied Lady-
Touchstone. ¢ That, Madam,” said the Baron,
“ is a common emblem among the German
nobility.” "« Yes,” said Letitia, ¢ and I doubt
not, but it is extremely characteristic of the qua-
lities of the noble owners.” “1 bow obsequi-

" ously, Miss,” cried the Baron, with delight, * to

your most judicious compliment.” ¢ Aye,"” said
Sir Thomas, “1 believe Letitia has hit the right
nail onthehead.” < She has, Sir,” said the Baron;
‘ our Geerman nobility are hardy and patientlike

~ the bear, rough and strong like the ragged staff.”

4
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“ Admirably well explained, upon my honour,”
exclaimed Lady Touchstone, I do not think any
of our modern poets could have given the subject a
finer turn.” <« Here comes Mr. Bottom,” said
- Letitia, “suppose we take his opinion on this pro-
found subject. He is a man of taste, discrimina-
tion, and spirit.”
Mr. Bottom now entered, heated, with a coun-

tenance glowing with the effects of violent exer-

cise; yet with an_inexhaustible flow of animal
spirits, he bounded into the parlour, exclaiming,
"« Ladies and Gentlemen, forgive my abrupt en-
trance—you know, Sir Thomas, I'm a queer fel-
low-—like nobody else—ever busy—bustling—
and happy ; life is too short to be spent in loung-

ing—I'm for. doing something.” ~“Yes, Mr. .

Bottom,” said Letitia, in a tone of approbation,
“‘and something to the purpose too.” ¢ Why, for
‘that matter, Miss Touchstone, we do our share.

This morning I arose at seven—met a sparring.

party in the royal cockpit—gave Lord Goosecap
a confounded contusion in the temple, and left him
in :the :hands of his surgeon, who was busied in
the application .of various emollients to prevent
discolouration. But I think nature will prove
100 hard for chirnrgical skill, and the noble Lord
may pass for an Irish beauty for-some days to
comge. His Lordship swears he would not for 3
- thousand.guineas be seen with a black eye, as he
G2

~
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is engaged to dance to-night with Miss Fitzcla-
rion, at the Dowager Lady Fuzball's, Fromthe
cockpit, I returned to breakfast at half pasteight ;
mounted my coach-box precisely at nine, and drove
to Brentford, and back to Portman-square, a dis- -
tance of sixteen miles, in one hour, twenty mi-
nutes, and fifty-five seconds, upon my soul!”
« Ah! cried Letitia, in a tone of compassion, * I
pity the poor horses.” ¢ O, Madam, the horses
are true blood.” ¢ And bottom too, like their
master.”” I thank you, Miss Touchstone,” said
Bottom, gaily, “I thank you, my dear girl, for the
compliment ; yes, my angel, I'm a fellow of some
spirit, and the town shall know it ; for, to use the
motto of stage-struck Coates, while I live I will
crow!” “You are, indeed, Sir, a model of mo- -
dern elegance.” ¢ Nay, Letitia, don’t be so sa-
tirical.  However, if our young fellows of for-
tune would but imitate me, they would make a
very different figure to what most of them do at
present. Instead of wasting their hours at the
public theatre, the private gaming-table, or in
some silly amour, they might improve their health .
and agility, by feats of horsemanship, pugilism,
and other manly diversions, worthy of trueborn
- Englishmen. At present, there is a base dege-
neracy among us. Notwithstanding the peace,
our military fops continue to imitate stupid Ger-
mans, by strutting with large swords striking their

A}
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_ heels, like some mock hero on the boards; and dis-
figuring the human form, and face by a Ger-
‘manized uniform, and a ferocious stare.” “ Do

you know, Sir,” said Spitzberg, with evident
discomposure, “ that I am a German Baron?”
“ What,” replied Bottom with a sneer, *the
Baron GerambI suppose ; we have had a sufficient
sample of German Barons.” :

Sir Thowas now interposed, and endeavoured
to reconcile the disputants, but this unpleasant in-

- cident interrupted the harmony of the morning

visit, though it developed the characters of two

~ strange individuals to the observation of Edmund,

who. soon afterwards retired, much gratified by
the politeness of the Baronet, but completely cured
of his momentary passion for the beautiful and
accomplished Miss Touchstone, whose satirical

_ wit, and high spirit, were equally uncongenial

with his benevolent and manly disposition.

The weather was fine, and Edmund proceeded
to St. James’s Park, that favourite resort of gen-
teel pedestrians. He entered the walks about
noon, and met his friend Mr. Wright in company
with another gentleman. This fortuitous meet-
ing was mutually agreeable; ¢ You have short-
ened my morning’s ramble, Mr. Vere,” said Mr.
Wright ; “T intended to have gone to Mr. Bol-
ton’s, for the purpose of -introducing this gentle-
man to your acquaintauce. His name is Brown-
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low, he is a native of the north of Treland, but do
not start at that, for he is not a wild Irishman.'
Twenty years intercourse with the inhabitants of
London has tamed -him ; he is now a man of the.
world, in the best sense of the word, and well
qualified, by his knowledge of the town, to im-
prove yours.” Edmund thanked his friend, cor-
dially shdok hands with Mr. Brownlow, and ex-
pressed his wish to profit by his instructions.
Brownlow smiled, saying, “The most that I can
do for you, Sir, will be to forewarn you of the
mantraps, gins, and snares with which you are
surrounded wherever you turn your steps, for,
as a modern satirist justly describes the situation
of a young man in London, I am aware that,

¢ Hourly allurements.on his passions press,
Safe in themselves, but dangerous in th’excess ;
Here beauty woos him with expanded arms,
Ev’n Bacchapalian madness has its charms.’ ”

«T hope, Mr. Brownlow,” said Edmund, with a
smile, ¢ that my state is not so perilous as the poet
describes it ; poets you know sometimes resort to
hyperbole to give energy to sentiment.” ¢ That
Mr. Brownlow is sensible of, practically,” said
Wrighit,  for, like our former travelling compa-
nion, he is an author by profession.”” “And a
satirical one,” replied Edmund, “as I already
perceive by his readiness at animadversion.”
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“ Why, Sir,” said Brownlow, “if you are startled
" at my first precautionary hint, what will be your
feelings, when I describe the vicious deformity of
this immense receptacle of human beings? I
.grant that London has its bright as well as itsdark
side; happy is the man, who, while he profits by -
the accommodations, the commerce, and scienti-
fic knowledge of this great city, wisely avoids its
bewitching pleasures, its enervating luxuries, and
its execrable crimes.” I believe,” said Ed-
mund, I may entrust myself to the guidance and
advice of this Hibernian Mentor ; my prejudices
vanish while I listen to him; and by availing
myself of his knowledge of the town, I may gain
more informatiqn in one month, than I could from
my own observations in six.” ¢ Say six years,”
exclaimed Mr. Wright ; ¢ and if indeed you are so
contracted as to feel any prejadices against Irish-
" men, they will, I trust, be removed by a more in-
timate acquaintance with this gentleman.” Mr.
Brownlow bowed.

“J] bave a particular engagement at two -
o’clock,” continued Mr. Wright, ¢ and shall now
~ leavemy English Telemachusunder the guidance

.+ of his Irish Mentor.” The gentlemen laughed at

-the classical simile of their friend, with whom
they now parted, and proceeded to Me, Brown-
low’s gpartnients in'the Inner Temple.

“ Well, 8ir,” said Mr. Brownlow, as they
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sat down, “we had better proceed to business.
I shall just toucha few general heads respecting
the state of society in London, and your own
daily observation and experience will furnish you
with illustrations. ‘

¢ T need not inform you that the English Me-
tropolis is nearly thirty miles in circumference,
and is computed to contain a million of inhabi-

__tants. Here every variety of complexion, from

the healthful white and bloom of English beauty,
to the deep sable of the African, may be seen ;
and all the variations of human disposition and
talent may be found, from the simple innocence
of the artless country girl, just entered into her
first service in town, to the highest refinement
_of the elegant lady, ¢ adorn’d with all that
earth and heaven can bestow to make her
amiable.” Here we observe by turns the plain,
industrious artisan, and the enlightened and
mhunificent nobleman and merchant; and every
gradation of intellectual intelligence, from the'
rudeness and twilight of reason in the mind of
the stable-boy, or pampered livery servant, up
. to the comprehensive wisdom of the practical
. philosopher, and the devout theologian.

.~ “ Asfor the general characteristics of the com-
-mon people, they are easily perceptible. The
love of gain is their primum mobile, the posses-
sion of money, no matter how acquired, is their
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summum bonum. They are, in general, the most
selfish beings on earth. ’

¢ Among the higher classes, the love of pleasure
is the predominant passion in London, as it is irf
all other great cities. Art is the presiding genius
in their mansions, and nature seems totally ex-
cluded or unknown. |

“ Such is the fascination of p]easure, the influ-
ence of example, and the empire of fashion, over
the occasional visitors to'London, that they ea-
gerly imitate those follies here, which they would
have rejected with derision inthe country. Thus
the contagion of folly, and even of vice, is com-
municated to the unwary stranger, while admir-
ing the imposing pageantry of fashion, as the
Eurepean traveller over the sultry and pestilential
plains of Africa, while gazing at thegorgeous and
approaching simoom,.is suddenly destroyed by its
mortal blast.

«From this picture of the fashionable folly pre-
dominant in London, let us just take a peep at its
vices. But who can describe their blackness and

“enormity! ' All the gradual shades of systematic
crime flourish here as in a hotbed, from the first
iniquitous efforts of the infant pilferer, to the ex-
ploits of the footpad, the highwayman, the liouse-
breaker, the incendiary,and the murderer! Such
are the tremendous gradations by which villany
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arrives at its zenith in'this vast city, which a pow-
erful satirist has too truly described as,

¢ The needy villain’s general home.”

« But enough of this. 'There are other degrees
of criminality in this city, which have been glossed
over by theaddress of refined sensualists, and even
obtained temporary eclat- by the practice of ex- °
alted personages.

« Among the geperal follles whlch the majorlty
of the inhabitants of London participate, by a
kind of temporary sympathy, which for the mo-
ment levels all distinctions, may be mentioned
their delight in spectacles. Hence the popula-
rity of pantomimes, whether on the stage, or in
the streets, Whether the entertainment be Obi,
or Cinderella, in mimetic ; or the transit of En-
perors and Kings in real life. The people mnst
have something to gape at; something to rouse
their lethargic faculties into momentary admira-
tion, wonder, and astonishment. Hence the
farce of several acts, performed in high life in the
. year 1815, exceeded in popularity, Rich’s famous
pantomime of Queen Mab, which delighted the
grown children of the metropolis a century ago.

“ From this.sombre view of civilized man in his
highest state of refinement, let us now turn our
‘attention to a more pleasing prospect, while I try
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" my talent as the encomiast of the most wealthy,
celebrated, free, prosperous, and magnificent clty
in the world. - :

¢ Babylon of old. ° '
Not more the glory of the world than she,
A more accomplish’d world’s chief glory now.

“ London is indeed a place well worthy of ob-
servation, and while adventurers from different
parts of the United Kingdom, goaded by curi-
osity, make a trip to Paris, and describe the di- -
versity of amusements and characters observable
in that gay city, they overlook the metropolis of
.. England, which presents a still greater variety of
. interesting objects, and a more perfect display of
civilized society than any other city on the globe.

- “Inthefirst place, London, as the seatofgovern-
ment, has for centuries been the chief point of at-
traction to our ambitious countrymen; as the cen-

. tre of science and literature, hither the ingenious
resort ; and as the emporium of traffic, the manu-
facturers and merchants of England and ber de-
pendencies, here find ample scope for speculamon
and enterprise. E
- «The facilities aﬂ’orded by the post-oﬁee.
coaches, waggous, and inland navigation, have es-
sentially promoted the prosperity of the nation ; and
connected its inhabitants in one vast chain of com-
mercial intercourse, with a precision that admits
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scarcely of any improvement with respect to re-
gularity, while it is highly conducive to a conti-
nual advancement in the universal prosperity of
the whole community. Thus while London com-
municates the produce of the most distant or fer-
tile countries to provincial residents, the opulent
‘manufacturers of Birmingham, Bristol, Sheffield,
Leeds, and especially -of Manchester, contribute

to the present unparalleled splendour, magnifi-

cence,. wealth and animation of the metropolis.
“Aj Journey from York or Liverpool, to London,
two centuries ago, was considered a very fatiguing

enterprise; and the travellers parted with their

friends with as much solemnity as if their desti-
nation was to a remote part of the globe. - But
with the present improved state of the highway,
and the excellence and convenience of the vehi-
cles constructed for the accommodation of pas-
sengers, a journey to the capital is now considered
as a jaunt of pleasure.
¢« At the period before mentloned the slowly
moving packhorse, or the still slower and more
combrous waggon, passed with difficulty along
broken and irregular roads. " Now the roads are
‘paved, or firmly formed of gravel; hills are le-
velled, the packhorse is unknown, the waggon
" moves safely and with increased speed, while the
mail and stage-coaches sweep along with the ve-
-locity of the wind; and the post-chaise, the cha-
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riot, and the coach of the nobleman, or 6pulent
merchant, pass with equal expedition.

“ Vain and ignorant asserters of provincial’

prosperity, have compared the seaports of Bristol
and Liverpool to London, but the comparison is
" that of infancy to manhood ; and unless some un-
" foreseen calamity, such as pestilence or confla-

gration, revisit this wonderful city, there isne -

probability, that any other town in the United
* Kingdom, nay, in the world, will ever rival Av-
GUSTA, in her firmly established wealth and pre-
- eminence.

«The merchants of London trade to every part
of the habitable globe, their opulence is immense,
and their integrity unimpeachable. With re-
spect to their domestic establishments, many of
them equal our nobility, with whom they fre-
quently form matrimonial alliances. But this
cannot be said with truth of the merchants of any
other part of the empire.’

¢« Most of the wealthy manufacturers and mer-
chants of the flourishing towns of Liverpool,

Manchester, Leeds, and Birmingham, instead of '

commencing business with a capital transmitted
as it were by inheritance, are the praiseworthy ar-
chitects of their own fortune. They are, at pre-
sent, rather the imitators than the .equals of the
principal merchants of London, and in many in-

x
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- stances, on great public occasions, their liberality
has been truly munificent.

“In domestic trade the superiority of London is’
evident, presenting to the observant eye, succes-
sive streets to the extent of several miles, in which
liwes of shops and warehouses are stored with the
richest produce of every clime, and the most use-
ful as well as elegant productions of forelgn and
British ingenuity. -

« Loudon is, to the political and commercial
world, what the heart is to the human body.
Here the great senate of the empire is convened,
here the Courts of Law are opened to dispense
justice and preserve order; and here the great
and the gay, the wealthy and the ingenious, are
annually collected by the inviting gratifications .
offered to their minds.

A very considerable majority of our nobility
and gentry spend two-thirds of the year in Lon- °
don. From the annual meeting of Parliament .
till its adjournment, the metropolis enjoys the ex-
dlusive 4dvantages arising fronr the residence of
put senators, 'the officers of the Courts of Law,
and many thousands of our opulent gentry and
merchants, whom amusement or business attract

_ to-this great centre of science, ingenuity, recrea-
tion and traffic.

« Hence London is always most mterestmg in
winter and spring, and at this moment presents
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such a diversity of objects and characters, as must
satiate the most eager curiosity, and delight the
most enlightened mind.

“London not only abounds in all the necessa- -
ries, but the luxuries of life. To the opulent,
therefore, this city. is a kind of terrestrial para-
dise ; and the elegant accommodations obtainable
not only by individuals, but private families, at
the principal hotels, coffee-houses, and inns, are
equally remarkable for their excellence, and the
attention paid to the lodger.

« As for amusements, they are multtplled in

~ this city, by the inventive genius of man, to an as-

tonishing variety ; insomuch that curiosity may
‘revel in a circle of recreations. The two princi-
pal theatres, and the Opera House, afford the high-
est-kind of public amusement to the votaries of
. Melpomene, Thalia, and Terpsichore. Public
Concerts are also frequently performed. Various
Mouseums present the rarest productions of nature
_and art to the observant visitor ; and among mens
_tal gratifrcations afforded by London, those of
literature constitute a valuable and lnterestmg
part.

«The far.famed lane called Paternoster 'Rpw,
is the seat -of the Muses in this city, and a more
sordid, or perhaps®a more filthy, abode they never
inhabited. Yet Milton, and Pope, those favour-

. ites of the Nine, were born in London ; though
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they were indebted for none of their elevated
conceptions to the purity of the atmosphere, and
still less for their accommodations, to the libe-
rality of their pubhsbers

“ Among dangerous and vitiating dlvertlse-
ments, may be mentioned the public and private

Masquerades, which alternately tempt juvenile
gaiety into their dangerous labyrinths; where
with two faces under a hood, intrigue and seduc-
tion revel hand in hand; the fashionable nymph
is infested with the mania of levity, and dances
and gambols on the flowery path of infamy in
fatal security, till scandal awakes her from -the
dream of folly.”

When Mr. Brownlow concluded his descrip-
tion of London, Edmund thanked him for the
information which he had ‘so freely communi-

- cated. ¢ I perceive, Sir,” said he, ¢ that like
most men of the world your sketch of civilized

life is rather satirical; you have observed more
to censure than commend inyour intercourse with
mankind, Mr. Brownlow, and you must forgive -
me if I continue rather sceptical.” ¢ Certainly,

Sir,” replied-his friend; “ and in fact, a man’s
own experience is always preferable to the cau-
tionary hints of others. But you will certainly
escape better than any man I yet met, if you
retain your good opinion of society in its highest
state of civilization three months hence.” I
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bave made one observation on the censors of the
~ human species,” said Edmund, ¢ which has di-
minished the influence of their censure. They
- seldom or never propose an efficient plan for the
imprevement of society. Like oyr political re-

formers, they talk loudly of existing evils, with-
out proposing a rational and practicable mode

of reformation.” )
¢ The only way to be truly dignified, honour-
able, and happy, is to be virtnous. There is, in-
deed, very little self-denial exerted by any man,
who forsakes those semsual delights, which bring
disgust or disappointment, instead of anticipated
happiness. Leét our men of rank and fortune,
then, turn their atiention from the silly pursuits
of fashienable dissipation, to the advancement of
their eountrymen, in the seale of eivilization.
- Many of these spirited young noblemen and gen-
‘tlemen ave senators. Let them deyote their
talents to legislation, and establish the glory of
their native land, wpon the unshaken basis of po-
litical integrity. Let them encourage our ma-

nufaeturers, and lend new wings, and new ener-

gies, to the genius of eommerce; and, with a

manly and philosophical excursion of their men-

tal powers, glanee over the habitable globe, and

prowmote the reeiprooal benefit, and ultimate fe-

Heity, of the great family of mankind. While

engaged in sugch important imprevements, they
‘ -
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will consider the indulgence of the passions and
appetites, as unworthy of the grasp of an im-
mortal mind.”
~ This termination of Mr. Brownlow’s observa-
tions, was equally pleasing and instructive to
Edmund, who now retired, after promising to re-
visit his friend. _ :
Edmund had now been a resident in London
about a fortnight ; and, in consequence of his in-
troduction to persons of rank and respectability,
had hitherto escaped the deceptive arts prac-
tised by sharpers and demireps, to outwit raw:
novices from the country. He safely gratified
his curiosity, by frequent rambles through the
capital, visits to Museums, and general obser-
vations on the population which passed along
the streets, with indescribable animation and
variety, But he had not yet seen that epitome
of humanA.nature, the stage ; and the appearance
of Kean, in the character of Hamlet, announced
in the play-bills, first induced him to visit Drury
Lane theatre.
This, as will be seen in the sequel, was an
ordeal to our young Lancashireman, as it had
been to thousands before ‘him. He came to
London with an excellent disposition,-and tem-
_ perate habits ; but his passions, like those of most
- young men, were. strong, and scarcely controul-
~able by reason ; his natural temperament was
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warm, and that ardour was increased by the at-
mosphere of the metropolis. He was credulous;
thonght every man, and weman too, whom he
-met, as good as they seemed; notwithstanding
the precautions of his friend Brownlow, he
was unable to discriminate sincerity from dis-
simulation, or truth from error; and, in this
perilous state of inexperience, he but too soon
-encountered the deceptive arts and villanies of

London.

EDMUND AT THE PLAYHOUSE.

In the evening, Edmund went to the theatre
in Drury Lane, and, for the first time, beheld
Hamlet Prince of Denmark, properly repre-
sented. The appropriate scenery, harmonious
band in the orchestra, and histrionic skill exhi-
‘bited by the performers, were new, attractive,
and delightful to the stranger; and the a[;pear-
ance of the audience constituted no small part
* of the entertainment to Edmund, who had never
beheld so numerous an assemblage of beautiful
ladies. As he sat admiring the various and in-
teresting abjects, both on and. off the stage, a
‘young lady of superior beauty, who sat in the same
box in company with a gentleman, becane the
_ particular object of his attention. She seemed to
x2
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be about twenty, was dressed in the highest
style of fashion, and, by the ease of her manners
and attitudes, had acquired all the graces, which
art could superadd to the endowments of na-
ture.

The heart of Edmund throbbed with a new
sensation, while he gazed upon this beauteous
object ;. she soon perceived his emotion, so
strongly pourtrayed in his expressive counte-
nance; and, as her male companion in a few
minutes retired, an opportunity, seemingly pro-

pitious, was thus afforded for conversation. En-

couraged by the fascinating smile of triumphant
beauty, which played lightly over the features of
the fair incogunita, Edmund ventured to address
* her between the acts, and the soft modulations
of her voice, added a charm to the taste she dis-
played in her observations on the performance.
The candour of Edmund, and her diguified urba-
nity, were so completely in unison, that whea

the curtain fell, and a footman appeared, to

attend the lady to her coach, our novice gallantly
kendered his services, which were as graciously
accepted.

When he handed the young lady into her car

‘riage, he softly whispered how happy he should
 be to have.the honour of seeing her home; she
nodded assent ; he bounded inte the vehicle, which
he now consldered superior to the chariot of
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Venus; away they went, and in a quarter of an
hour, stopped at a house in Wimpole-street.
The door was opened by a servant in livery, and
 Edmund, who had hitherto met with no obstacle,
‘had the temerity to attend the mistress of the
mansion, for such in reality she was, to a parlour
elegantly furnished.
~ «You will think me very free, Sir,” said the
lady, with a smile, “to admit a stranger under
my roof ; but there is a prepossessing candeur
in your character, which convinces me, that my
confidence will not be abused. Pray sit down,
Sir, and accept of such refreshments, as fashion-
able hospitality can afford,” “Your condescen-
sion, Madam,” replied the,youth, “ has, if pos-
_sible, enchanted me more than your beauty. I
am in elysium while in your presence.”—— Ah
flatterer!’’ exclaimed the lady, “I find you are
already an adept in the art of compliment, but
we are so accustomed to those words of course,
that nobody, conversant with polished society,
can, for a moment, be misled by them.” 1 pro~
test,” said Edmund. with great earnestness, «
never was more sincere in my life, and the feli-
citous incident, to which I owe my present gra-
" tification, seems like enchantment.” ¢ Then I
must be the sorceress,” replied the lady, laugh-
ing. “I grant,” continned she, with 2 more se- -
rious air, and a look of apprehension, « that my
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conduct has somewhat of levity in it, but what
can be expected from a young, unprotected girl,
left to her own discretion, or rather, her indiscre-
tion?”" «Unprotected!” exclaimed Edmund, with
emphasis, “impossible! So lovely a being must
find a protector in every manly mind.

¢Friends in all the aged you'll eet,
And lovers in the young.’ ”

«T protest, Sir,” said the lady,  you are quite
gallant; I never heard those lines of Sheridan
more happily applied.” « Nor more justly,” cried
Edmund. ¢ Well, Sir, your partiality, is, I see,
in the extreme; but prudence requires that our
conversation should terminate. If my father
should ever come to know how imprudently I
have admitted ? ¢ Your father, madam!”
said Edmund, ¢ may I presume to inquire, who
has the happiness to boast of such a daughter.”
.The lady looked at him with a penetrating
glance, then, after some hesitation, said, ¢ since -
I have gone so far, an explanation is certainly
requisite, to prevent surmises. I am, Sir,” con-
tinued she, speaking in a lower tone, “ the only
daughter of the Earl of *¥¥**#, 3 Scotch noble-
man,” : ~

Edmund continued silent, reflecting on his
own presumption, and the condescension, if not
imprudence of the young lady, who now sat

, i

!
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before him in evident confusion and distress;
but like most young fellows, he had a high opi-
nion of his personal merit, and therefore made
the errongous conclusion, that his dulcinea was
as deeply enamoured as himself. - This re- -
stored confidence; he arose, and" respectfully
taking ber unresisting hand, pressed it to his
lips, and expressed his passion. Reciprocal
sympathy seemed to have taken possession of
the fair bosom of Lady Frances ****¥*¥ . the
conversation became every moment more in-
teresting, and the delighted Edmund obtained
permission to revisit his mistress. '
- He returned to Mr. Bolton’s with all the
secret delight of a lover, with whom hope was
the predominant passion, and retired to his
pillow to indulge in'a reverie of future felicity
and honour, in his umon with the daughter of a
peer of the realm.

When Edmund descended to the breakfast
parlour next morning, Mr. Bolton pointed out the
. following paragraph in a newspaper. ¢ Yester-
day morning, at half past nine o’clock, a German .
Baron of some notoriety in the West end of the-
town, and a young gentleman who has long been
distinguished as a member of the four-in-hand
clab, met on Primrose Hill to determine an
affair of honour. The subject of the dispute
was the censure passed by the young English-
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mén on the consequential assumptibns of those
German adventurers who resort to London; the
ground - was measured by the seconds, and after
exchanging two shots without bloodshed, the
parties declared themselves satisfied.” ¢ So
much for the fire of Mr. Bottom, and the fierte
of Baron Bpitzberg,” said Mr. Bolton; “ they
will now be the town talk for a day or two, and
sttut about umong their friends with renovated
presumption.” ¢ I agree with you, Sir,” said
Bdmund, “ in your censure of this appeal to
arms, and yet I do not see how it can be avoided,
while countenanced by the fashionable world.”
% Fashion,” said Mr, Bolton gravely, “ can
never justify the perpetration of murder, and
what is duelling better ? But a8 this is a topic
which has been discussed by the elogquent and
the wise, without theit discovery of a radical or
effectual preventive, let us talk of something
else. « Pray Sir, how were you enter'tained last
Mght?” « Never bettet in my life,” replied
Edmund; ¢ the tragedy was admirably pet-
. formed”—« and the afterpiece?” « O Sir, it
wes still more delightful to me,” said the youth;
“ ¥ never felt higher gratification.”  Well, my
youti friend, at your time of life, theatrical re-
présentations inay be very entertaining, and per-
haps in some instances instructive ; but it appeats
to me, that wost of the amueements of refined
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seciety, such as balls, gaming, and eslpecially the
divertisements of the public theatre, originated
in the levity of the human mind, and the desire
of the gay, the giddy, and the profligate, to for-
get death.” « This is indeed a new view of
amusements to me, Sir,” said Edmuad; ¢ you
may be in the right—but I see Lady and
*Miss Touchstone alighting from their coach,
with faces full of expression. They probably
are come to communicate farther particulars of
the recent duel to Mrs. Bolton.” ¢ No doubt of
it,” replied Mr. Bolton,  the incident is too im-
portant to pass lightly away ; besides, you know,
Mr. Bottom is the devoted admirer of the young
lady.” ' o |

Mrs. Bolton now entered the room with her
two visitors. The gentlemen rose to receive
them; and while Mr. Bolton observed Miss
Touchstone with a scrutinizing eye, his wife
said, “ My dear, we are indebted for the honour -
of this early visit to the ingenious paragraphist,
who has farnished the tea-table witl an account
of a duel between two gentlemen, the intimate
friends of Sir Thomas Touchstone. The event
has stromgly affected Lady Touchstone, who
thought_that a short ride in the morning air’
might allay her perturbation.” ¢ Lady Touch-
stone was very right, in my opinion,” said Mr.
- Bolten; ¢ amd I s happy to have the honour of



122 THY ENGLISH un'rnopous;

her company, with her daughter, at our break-
fast table.”

During breakfast, Me. Bolton endeavoured to
tarn the attention of his visitors to common
topics, such as the mildness of the present winter,
the generally pacific state of the civilized world,
the hope of commercial prosperity, and con-
sequent - aggrandizement of England, and the-
advantages which might be derived by the in-
habitants of London from the visits of ingeniogs
foreigners. ¢ I wish those foreigners would
stay at home,” said Miss T'ouchstone with a sigh;
“.their presumption is intolerable, and no
Englishman of spirit can listen unmoved to their
egotism.” ¢ Come, my dear,” said Lady 'Touch- .
stone, ‘ don’t be toa severe in your remarks on
foreigners. The very duel which caused ' both
of us such inquietnde, originated in the rashness
of Mr. Bottom. He might have let Baron
Spitzberg vaunt without interruption.” ¢ No,
Madam,” szid the daughter, ¢ Bottom was cer-
tainly correct in repressing the vanity of the
German, though it might have cost him his life.”
- ¢ I think, ladies,” said Mr. Bolton, ¢ both the
gentlemen were too much under the influence -of
the amor patria, and literally ventured their
lives for the honour of their country. I'm glad,
however, that they endured the ordeal without
injury.,” This rematk illamined the faces of
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the ladies with a smile of satisfaction, and soon
afterwards, Mrs. Bolton accompanied her female
friends in their morning visit to a lady at Ken-
sington, while Mr. Bolton and Edmund set out
on foot, the one to transact business in the city,
and the other to amuse himself by a glance at
the morning papers in the Chapter Coffee-house.

THE DANGER OF INEXPERIENCE.

The Chapter Coffee-house has long been a
noted place of .resort; not-only for men of busi-
ness, but those of the learned professions. There
the late Dr. Buchan read the newspapers, pre-
- scribed to his patients occasionally, and often
gratuitously, when the circumstances of the ap-
plicant required the aid of his benevolence; and
there many a musing bard and proseman have
composed their spirits over a refreshing cup of,

¢ Coffee, that makes the politician wise,
And see through all things with his half-shut eyes;”

before they ventured to attend the levee of those
Hesperian Dragons, the sagacious publishers of
Paternoster Row ! '

While Edmund was smiling at one of thuse
witticisms, with which the morning papers
_abound, a young gentleman of a most prepos-
sessing aspect seated himself in the same box,

/
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and turning over the papers with a quick hand
and rapid glance, said, ¢ There’s no news this
morning.” ¢ Nothing remarkable, Sir,” said
Edmund, handing bim the paper which had en-
tertained him ; but there are some good points
in that paragraph.” The gentleman read it,
laughed, laid down the paper, and said, “ Why,
yes Sir, the diurnal scribblers conjure up a new
idea now and then. I'm well acquainted with
an individual who lately came from Yorkshire,
and was obliged to subsist for some time by the -
production of such trifles.” ¢ Pray, Sir,” said
Edmuynd, .« what was his name?’ ¢ Buersil,
Sir,” « 0, my friend Buersil; but be is now
better employed, he writes for a monthly publi-

cation.” ¢ Do you know what he can earn on

an average, monthly ?’ ¢ About twenty pounds,”
replied Edmund. ¢ Then he’ll soon get rich,”
replied the stranger; ¢ we have a small account
to settle, and I can now look forward with some
hope.” Did you lend him money, Sir?” « 0
Sir, a mere trifle, about ten or twelve pounds.
"T'is not worth talking about.” ¢« Well Sir, this
is liberal,” continued Edmund ; ¢ but if you are
doubtful of re-payment, I will refund the money
now.” ¢ By no means, Sir,” replied the stranger,
pulling out his watch, I hope to have the plea-
sure of a future interview, and must now wish -
you a good morning.” This parting com-
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l;liment was atcompanied by a graceful bow,
and he went away, leaving Edmund doubtful
whether most to disapprove of the unceremonious
manner in which be had discovered his inter-
-course with poor Buersil, or admire the gentle-
manly mamer in which he declined the proffered
re-payment of the debt. :

When Edmund returned ‘to Upper Brook
. Street, he found a letter in an unknown hand,
and sealed with a coronet. His heart danced at
the slght "he hastened to his room, and break-
ing open tbe seal, read tbe following significant
Jlines.

. % Sir,

« However indiscreet I may appear in

the eyes of him whose esteem I desire, I am iun-
pelled by my feelings to write and inform you,
_that my father’s return from the continent is
duily expected, and unless some expedient can .
be devised, our eternal separation will conse-
quently be inevitable. I am engaged by the
Duchess of *#*##x* to 3 masqued ball te-night;
but to-morrow evening, at six o’clock, if you
come disguised and alone, I will seek from your
sympathy the aid of friendship.

113 FRANCES ek e X ek *.”

Thus Edmund, the successfel and happy Ed-
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mund, like a knight of romance, was engaged
in the cause of a distressed damsel—and distressed
on- his account too! Oh, how dellghtful to the
vanity_of a juvenile lover! : g

He again sallied forth on"a ramble through
London, and stepping into the Chapter Coffee-
house with a commercial gentleman, he drank
a cup of coffee, and heard from him a detail of
all the occurrences which had made any noise at
- the Royal Exchange during the' day. His
friend recollecting that he had an engagement
in a distant part of the city, hastened away, like
a true man of business who loves punctuality,
while Edmund remained leaning on a table in
one, of the boxes, with all those felicitous antici-
pations of future happiness, which only successful
lovers know. His ideal fabric of delight was
complete, when the gentleman whom he had
conversed with in the morning made his appear-
ance, and carelessly expressed his satisfaction at
this unexpected meeting. He then invited Ed-
- mund to share of a bottle of wine, and he was
not in 2 mood to refuse.

When they had drunk a few glasses, a sprucely
dressed tradesman presented his bill to the
stranger, who muttered, « Well, Mr. Holland,
you know I don’t like dunning ; here’s a Bank
post bill which will be due in three days.”
With these words he presented the paper, and
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Mr. Hollangd pulling out his pocket-book, found
that bhe had - not money enoogh to pay the
balance. “ This is provoking enough,” ex-
claimed the gentleman, carelessly throwing his
Bank post bill upon the table, ¢ What’s to be
done?” ¢ Pray how much is the amount?” said
Edmund. ¢ One hundred pounds,” replied his
"new friend. Edmund immediately paid down
the Bank notes, and put the bill, which was pre-
viously endorsed by Thomas Raymond, into his
-pocket. Mr. Raymond recollecting that he had
an engagement, soon afterwards got up and re-
tired, after expressing his satisfaction at the
pleasure he received from a reciprocation of
friendly sentiments with Mr. Vere. Edmund
then went to a Jeweller’s in Cheapside, where
he purchased several trinkets, intended as. pre-
sents to his two sisters, and tendered his Bank
post bill in payment, which he endorsed with his
name and place of residence at the request of
the jeweller, who then paid bim the change.,

As he stepped out of the jeweller’s shop he
met Mr. Buersil, who expressed his satisfaction
at this casual interview. Edmund was glad to
see the poet, and inquired how he succeeded in
his literary pursnits. * Beyond wmy hopes, Sir,”
was the reply ; “.1 now unite the twofold charac-
ter of Author and Critic ; you see no less\a per-
sonage than a Reviewer before you, Sir; and if
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you are desirous to become acquainted with a
formidable knot of the dispensers of literary fame,
1 shall be proud to intreduce you to THE DIs-
: SECTORS, for that is the denomination, and a
most significant one it is, which has been unani-
mously assumed by the members of our Club.”
“ Well,” replied Edmund, smiling, « I shall cer
tainly embrace your offer ; where and when do
you meet P’ ¢ At a room in the Belle Sauvage .
Ian, sacred to the Muses, I assure you, Sir; and
believe me, if you do not gain improvement, you
will at least be amused by the various characters
and critical strictures preseated to your observa-
tion and veflection. You thought me a severe
satirist, at the Inn where we first met, but
I am yet 2 mere babe in ‘critical know-
ledge and acnmen, compared with. those mascu-
line censors to whom I shall introduce you.
To-night is appointed for our next meetirig ; the
bour sight o'cdlock, and if you have leisure, this
card wil ensure your admittance.” Edmund took
the card, and promised to avail himself of the
 privilege. He then walked to Bishopsgate Street,
- where he dined with a small pgrty ef yeung
merchasts. After dinner he mentioned his
evening’s engagement, which excited the merri--
went of the whole party. “ 8e, Mr. Vare,” said
ons of the company, “you are determined to
become the emociate of thoce <crapebrained
- 4
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posts, ‘poetasters, and’ pseudo-criti¢s ; but if you
will go, beware of contagion, for the Cacoethes scri-
bendi is, I am told, as infectious'as the Scotch itch,
" and pot medicable by the Edinburgh ointment.
If you-should unfortunately turn versifier, or ro-
mancer, it will disqualify you for the counting-
“ house, and you will find that the muses are mi-
serable bankers.” - * That li]ay be, Sir, but I
am as little disposed to study the belles lettres as’
yourself, yet I own, I am somewhat desirous to
see and hear this damnatory fraternity.” ¢ Ob,
you certainly ought to keep your engagement,
Sir,” said his host, sarcastically ; < you seem far '
gone in the disease of criticism, and I'm appre-

hensive a pmmising young merchant will be lost

to our community.”

Edmund joined the laugh against hlmself and
rising with the utmost good humour, wished his.
companians a good evening, stepped into a hack-
ney coach, and in a few minutes amved at the '
Belle Sauvage Inn.

- THE BITERARY DISSECTORS, OR THE VANITY
' OF HYPER.-CRITICISM

On presentmg his card, he was conducted by,

a waiter into & remote apartment, where he found

about a dozen ' individuals seated at an oblong

table, with lights and wine before them. Mr.
I
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Baersil, who had prepared the company te ex-
pect a stranger, introduced him to his con«
sociates as his friend, and the friend of humanity,
" a man of elevated sentiments and a generous
heart, and as such, worthy of the confidence and
esteem of the Dissectors. The chairman nodded
graciously from his elevated seat at the head of
the table. His chair was surmounted by a sky«
blue canopy, inscribed in front with the follow-
inig appropriate lines, in letters of bumlshed

gold :

“ Let’s carve him like a dish for the godsl,' -
Not hew him like a carcase fit for hounds.”

Edttund tock kis seat next his friend Baer-
sil, and while the company joined it some desil-
tory conversation, of which the riews of the day
formed a part, he had time to make a few ob-
servations. 'Fhe chairman was a tall well-pro-
pottioned 'mdn, about fifty, with an intelligent:
countenance, and strong voice, a qualifrcationt
which was peculiarly suitable to his situation.
‘Near him sat a littfle well-dressed; man, who by
his broad Caledonian accent, proved his descent
from the Land of Cakes, and directly opposite
té him sat an athletic, talkdtive, and kumérous
Hibernian. “Another Milesian, who sat near
Mr. Buersil, praised the elaret, which e swore
was the real water of Hippocreue, ér fable-beer
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of the Museg, and that no man could pretend to
be a criti¢ without its enlivening aid, which not
only improved the organs of vision, for the de-
tection of typographicil errors in a buok, but
actually improved the mental, while it gratified
the corporeal taste. Another Dissector, who
preferred Madeira wine, extolled its exhilarating
effects, and the probability that most of our best
writers on' criticism used it for their comnon
beverage. « I bave no doubt, Sir,” s#id lie, ad-
dressing the: chairman, “but Dryden wrote his
prefaces and dedications under the iuspiring
inflaence of this vinous cordial. It seems
to me to be the Pierian spring to which Pope
-altudes, though I suspect the little fellow was i
jest, when hd asserted, that drimking largely of
it was friendly to sobriety.” ¢ Is Mr. Maw-
mtan yet such'd novice in the noble art of eriti-
¢ism,” exclaimed the Hibermian who extolled
¢liret, © as to suppose Popeé - literally meant
what he said? Fhe passaged iy finely figurative,
and justly applicdble to the ptinciples of saste.
The poet gvidently mehnt by his illustration,
that 4 superliclal knowledge of the art of poktry,
hdd @ tetidéhcy to infldure the imdgination to
4 estravagdnt #nd itvationdl degtee of enthu-
- dinNifl, ever productive of false tuste;- but that a
more comprehensive knowledge enabléd the
studéiit o doqaire attainments spprovedd by rea-
- 12
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son, rectified by judgment, and in short, the
acme of the art.”” He then vociferated,

s Alittle learning is a dangerous thing,

Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring ;
There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,
But drinking largely sobers us again.”

« Here,” vociferated he, filling a bumper,
« Here's to the memory of that prince of critics,
Pope.” ¢ Well, Mr. Kennedy,” said the chair-
. man, * you are certainly in the right ; Mr. Maw-
man had made an erroneous conclusion, which I
trust you have corrected.” Mr. Mawman bowed.
¢ At the same time, Kenunedy, you seem inclined
to follow the advice of Shakespeare in your illus.
‘trations, and to ¢ suit the action to the word, and
the word to the action;’ but for the sake of the
information which we may obtain from your
knowledge of literature, I request in the name of
‘my brother dissectors, that you will not « o’erstep
the modesty of nature,’ by too-frequent an ap-
plication to your bottle, till the business. of the
evening is over.”’ “ I'm all obedience, Sir,”
replied Kennedy, casting however a, longing, '
lingering: look at his, bottle, ¢ and as you pro-
mised ‘the Society .a critical lecture on the
popular poets of the day, we shall all be properly
attentive.” -

There was now a pause of about five mmutes,
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during which, the President arranged a few
notes, which he held in his right hand for occa-
sional reference. He then delivered his pro-
mised lecture in the following words.

Some of our modern poets have obtained tem-
porary celebrity by their power of description,
and if the public taste is so low as to approve of
those productions,

¢ 'Wheére mere dchription holds the place of sense,” '

such poets as Lord Byron, Walter Scott, and
John Wilson Croker, may fairly - claim poetical
distinction. But a nation accustomed to receive
instruction from the sublime and harmonious -
compositions of Milton, Pope, Dryden, and
Cowper, will not long endure descriptive pieces
devoid of morality.

Most of our modern rhymsters write to gratlfy
their own avarice or vanity, while they certainly
amuse the public; but as their best productions'
are only descriptive of beautiful imagery. or strong
passions, they soon satiate popular taste. Such
poets resemble a buffoon, who, while he exhibits
his activity, excites a smile or laugh of approba-
tign. To the disgrace of our national taste, those
poets. have for a short time been most admired,
who tickled the ear aud gratified the fancy,
without improving the heart. Thus the legen-
dary ballads of Walter Scott, were in conse-
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quence of the arts of puffing resorted to by the
publishers, actually sold at the enormous price of
two guineas apiece, though not one of :them is
equal in poetical beauty to the ballad of 4 Chévy
Chase,” which is purchasable for a penny. The -
puoblishers of Bcott’s poems might have been sa-
tisied with a crown apiece for his Manrmion,
Lady of the Lake, and Rokeby, and they woald
then have bad a better chance to surviye the
author. But the little Scotch versifier, though'
lame, is not blind§ he clearly perceived that the
popularity of his poems ar¢se from their novelty,
boldness of description, and above all, their High
price; for the public paturally expected thet
what was so dear must needs be superexeelleot.
Having thus discovered the art of pleasing, ls,
by versifying obsolete legends, availed bimself
of popular folly and. curiesity, sold his flippant
rhymes at a high price, and, dounbtless, secretly
laughed at his patrons, as well he might. 1 shail
here introduee a short extract from the Monthly
Review, in illustration of the arts resorted to for
the purpose of profiting to the uttermost deit by
such temporary popularity. ¢ We. bave,” say
these manly critics, in a straia of genuine irony,
* to allege against Mr. C. as a caundidate for
eontemporary popularity, the extraordinary fault
of being too varied and teo short in his produe--
tions. Had the ¢ Ancient Mariner, or the
8,
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¢« Christabel,’ been dilated into metrical romances,
first published in guarto, (some two or three hun-
dmd copies at the mest), and then rapidly suc-
ceeded by several editions, of four or five hundred
euch in actavo,—or had one well-seasoned edition
reappeared, like an old friend with a new face,
with sundry fresh title-pages, even before the

" town was again empty,—wonders might have

been worked in this way for Mr. C.’s popularity.

In the first instance, however, he compresses

matter enough for a handsome volume into a

two-penny pamphlet, then he scatters his Sy-

billing leaves over half a lmndred perishable

newspapers and magazines.”

Lord Byron, who from his boyhood has asplredl,
to the name of poet, has, doubtless, been stimn-
lated by vanity in the preduction of his tunefal
rhapsodies. He never did, as bis publisher
most solemnly deelayes, write for money ; but if
he was stimulated by the love of fame, to bandle
that mystic instrument, the pen, he never com-
mitted e more egregious error. Fame never ‘
did, nor ever will admit the pretensions of the
noble Lord ; but as a candidate for noteriety, he
may certainly shine for a time with Romeo
Coates, Patriot Hunt, and other meteors, whe
diffuse an evanescent splendour in the atmo-
sphere of this great city. Indeed, such has been
the greediness of this noble Author for publie dis-
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tinction as a bard, that he exposed his social
foibles, and made his family quarrels the town-
talk, by recording them in harmonious stanzas,
that might be set to music by some composer,
and sung by those female gossips who delight in
scandal, and who are to be found in every class
of civilized society. Yet with all his folly and ec-
centricity, there are passages in his misanthropic
Childe Harold, which command the admiration
of the critic, for beauty of des¢ription and energy
of sentiment. But these poetic gems are rare,
and their splendour is continually obscured by the
gloomy misanthropy which excites horror, and
is equally unnatural and inconsistent with the
design of all true poetry, the proper office of
which is to delight and instruct. 1In this respect
Cowper, notwithstanding his paritanical bias, is
superior fo all his contemporaries; no man can
read his Task without feeling some of the sacred
enthusiasm of the bard, and the devotmn of the
- Christian,

But the poetical progeny of Walter Scott and -
Lord Byron, are, like their authors, born to die.
It is even doubtful, whether they will survive
their fathers; and some mischievous wit may
possibly write an elegy on their extinction. 'The
principal ideas in Scott’s voluminous ballads are
evidently borrowed or pilfered from the musty
volumes of antiquaries, and combined with a ju-
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dicious intermixture of amatory sentiments,
which gratified the superficial and ignorant pre-
tenders to poetic taste. © But the illusion has
vanished, and the public will never again be im-
posed upon by the appearance of a high-priced
ballad in quarto! Lord Byron’s poems, indeed,
are comparatively cheap; but as vanity, not
avarice, was probably the motive of his Lordship,
he left the prize of cupidity to his northern con-
temporary, content with the rainbow of fame,
which for a moment diffused its radiance on
« Fare thee Well.” :

The transition from these eccentric comets of
the muses, to that ‘steady, if not sedative lumi-
nary, the Poet Laureate, is easy and natural.
Robert Southey has undoubtedly been selected
from the taneful throng of poets, by the infallible
taste of a great man, and crowned with the pate-
protecting laurel.. Southey has written some
elegant poems in blank verse, containing beau-
tiful passages, but occasionally disgraced by the
. absurdities of a romantic and headstrong imagi-
nation. With the political sentiments of the
man we have nothing to do. = He is a poet, and
a produetive, careless, and conceited poet too,
with all the errors of the character. He has
had a fair share of public approbation for the
productions of his juvenile years; but not con-
tent with that, he aimed at pre.eminence; and

1
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in his progress to the sumwit of Parnassus,
slipped and fell irrecoverably into the dangerous
abyss of incongruity and false taste, where he
collected those ideal phantoms which disfigured
bis Madoc, Curse of Kehama, and other essays
at epic composition.

As for the poetical effusions of the Clerk of
the Admiralty, he is literally a Croaker among
the sons of Apollo ; and his eulogium on'a modern
warrior, is as dull as his countryman Philips’s
Praise of Liberty, in his ¢ Emerald Isle.” Poor
Liberty, what miserable champions has it been
thy curse to employ in these degenerate days!
a Cobbsett, 2 Carlile, a Hone, and a Wooler!
A cause defended by such worthies, may fairly
be termed desperate.

Utility, and utility alone, must constitute the
value of a literary production, whether in verse
or prose. Hence, merely to amuse is trifling
with oyr existence, Some moral principle, some
generous sentiment of paramount impartance
must be inculcated or illustrated. Taking this
as the criterion, the claims of most of our poets
* vanish into air,” while our great contemporary
Cowper, appears among them like an unimpaired
arch amid the ruius of an Abbey, or the frm and
majestic oak, which ﬂounshes though surrounded
by decaying underwood.

#Here the President concluded his lecture, and
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neceived ‘the thanks of every individual present.
When Bdmund arose to express his acknow-
ledgments, he folt somewhat disconcerted ; but
* resolving to give his compliment a gay turn, he
said, ¢ Mr. President, I have received much gra-
tification from the mental repast which you se -
skilfolly prepared for vour auditory, and, in re-
turn, I beg leave to invite you and your eol-
leagues to the more substantial refection of a
supper.” This offer was received with accla-
matious, a bill of fare was called for, and a sup-
per ordered to be ready at ten o’clock. ‘The
intermediate hour was spent in cheerful conver-
sation; and the snbject mentioned for discussion
at the aext meeting, was the merit or demerit of
modern prose writers, with a preliminary dis-
course by Kennedy. * Yes, yes, my boys,” ex-
¢laimed the Hibernian, “if you supply me with
claret to.wet my whistle, you shall hear a loud
invective against bombast, delivered pretty much
in the style which it satirizes.” ¢ No, no, Ken-
nedy,” said the Scotchman, “you can produce
something better than that; but aveid abusing
my -countrymen, as much as you can; for I'm
a little tinetured with nationality, like my bre-
thren, the Edinburgh Reviewers; and was onee
or twice tempted to interrupt our Presidens:
when he was so severe on Watty Seott.” «Q, -
Mr. Watson,” said the President, « you know



L4

140 THE ENGLISH METROPOLIS ;

that I have neither predilection nor prejudice on’
these occasions; impartiality, truth, and taste,
should be the guides of the true critic ; and when-
ever I violate gny of these, or deviate from com-
-mon-sense and rectitude, I shall be thankful to
‘any of my brethren, who will, by a salutary ad-
© monition, reclaim me from the path of error.”
“Yes, Sir,” rejoined Mr. Watson, * we all ac-
knowledge your candour. You know that my
countrymen have high pretensions to literary
eminence, and have been equally distinguished
as original authors and critics. You know, Dr.
Smollett was the founder of the Critical Re-
‘view.” ¢“He may indeed have established that
literary Journal,” cried Kennedy, ¢“and if I
could bring myself to believe in the Pythago-
rean doctrine of the metempsychosis, I should
certainly consider the present editor as animated
by the spirit of that resentful and severe censor,
whose acerbity, or rather malignity, embittered
his own life.” ¢ Come, come, Mr. Kennedy,”
said the President, “ you are too severe. You
might, with more truth, perhaps, have applied
your censure ‘to the Edinburgh lllumixdati, the
Aurora Borealis of literature.” ¢ Letthem algne,
let them alone, my friend,” said Keunedy ; «if
you raise the demon of Caledonian criticism, all
your powers of exorcism will not be able to lay
him. To do them justice, however, the Edin-
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burgh Reviewers have favoured the public with
some of the most elaborate and best written
essays on poetry and history, that have appeared
in print during the present age ; and ‘yet I have
made a discovery, which I'm almost afraid ‘to
mention.” ¢ What is that, what is that ?”’ cried
several dissectors at once. “ Why, gentlemen,
it is neither more nor less than that the saga-
cious critics of Auld Reekie, have begged, bor-
rowed, or stolen, most of their ideas on those
subjects from the Monthly Review. I grant,”
continued he, seeing his auditors look surprised,
“ that, like most compilers, they have made some
improvements, and even added some ideas of their
own; but their additions and decorations have,
in most instances, like the light ornaments of the
florid Gothic, destroyed the sublime effect of thé
original architecture.” The appearance of sup-
per put an end to the conversation, and probably
prevented a disputation between -the Scottish
and Hibernian Dissectors.

An entertamment, in which the « feast qf
reason,” was superseded for more substantial
fare, terminated at midnight, and Edmund went
home, completely fatigued with the various inci-
dents of the day.

‘When he retired to his bed-chamber, he found ‘
a letter from Mr. Brownlow lying on his table,
in wlnch his friend desn'ed an interview with
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Mim next morning at his chambers. But the
~ predomtinant idea in' Edmund’s mind was the
mrage of Lady Frances *#**x¥ it had attended
him throughout the day, and was the last object
of his reflection; as his mind graduaily sunk from
¢éonsciousiiess into the insensibility of repebe..

The passion of Edmund was cherished by
two of the most powerful stimulants of selflove,
ambition, and love for an accomplished and
beantiful young woman. Hente his expectas
tiow ran high; he anticipated the surprise- atid
pledsure of his kindred, whed they should find
therhselves allied to nobility, and vanity tiaserally
stggested that the fair pnzd Was d‘ﬂe’ to His
mertt,

A fine winter's morning, with rem:xrkably
mild air and pleasant sunshine, indaced Edmund
to visit his friend Brownlow at an early hoturt.
The man of the world had riot 'yét' corthe' down
stairs, but his female servant had prepared the
breakfast table; the tea-kettle was boiling, and
“the cups that cli'eer, bat not ineb‘riate:,” Wwere
ready, at a moment’s warning, té ihpart their
c¢ordiat and exhilarating influence fo. the muster
of the apartmeént and hig youthfal visitor.' :

Edmund observed several lettery lying ofi a
small desk in a corner of the room. They were
ditected to his friend, and sexled with impressions
of the armorial bearings of tnen of high rauk.
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“ Buch will deubtless be part of my correspon-
dence;” #aid he to himself, ¢ when Lady Frances
takes me to her arms.”

While he was indulging this pleasing antici-
pation, Mr. Brownlow enteréd, and webcomed
him with the extended hand and cheering smile
of unreserved friendship. «I find,” said he,
“that you have not so completely divested your~
gelf of your rustic habits as to pass your mort-
ings in bed; I must approve your early rising,

 though I fear it is above my imitation ; it s now
ten o’cloek,” continued he, looking at kis wateh ;
“come, Mary, let us have breakfast.”” His ser-
vant having set every thing iw order, and within
his reach, retired ; and the friends enjoyed their
morning’s repast, and the pleasures of oemversa~
tion without interraption, or the presence of a
third person.

“ You will be corious to know why I wished
to see yom this morning,” said Mr. Browslow,
“but an opportunity is presented, for the intro-
duetion of my pupil into the highest scene of
fashiomable folly and dissipation. A soene, per-
haps, not exceeded in extravaganee, by the Cy-
therean and Bacehanalian orgios of the andients.”
“Issuch an exhibition perfectly éonsistent with
yoar strict morality, Si¢ ?” said Edmond with 4a:
arch smile. ¢ No, my ftiend, sor do I wish yow

tq be deluded by the fasocinntion of a speciew -of
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amusement, which I consider utterly incompa~
tible with the purity of the religion we profess.
But cariosity is not ouly a strong but an irritating
passion; you came to London for the express
purpose of seeing the manners and amusements-
of the inhabitants; and would undoubtedly feel
some mortification, if, in answer to the inquiries
of your country friends, you were compelled by
truth, to own that you had not been present at a
fashionable masquerade.” A masquerade!”

.exclaimed Edmund, while his eyes sparkled with

vivacity, *“ 1 have long wished for an introduc-
tion to a spectacle, which has for ages been the
delight of the great and the gay.” ¢ Yes; but
you must be an actor as well as a spectator’;
the choice of character is optional ; but every
body is expected to contribute to the amuse-,

ment of others at this 'motley assemblage.
You  will behold a surprising .diversity of
forms and habiliments, and hear wmueh wit,
much ribaldry, and much nonsense. For
once, in a person’s lifetime, it may “be worth.
while to ramble through this Vanity Fair of high:
life : to a stranger it may appear a splendid and.
ludicrous farce, but 1 assure you, my, friend, that
the English masquerade has long been a medium
for intrigue, seduction, and those. casual inter-

~ views between young and volatile persons of both

sexes, which bave terminated in elopement, or-
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:Crim. Con.” "« Well, well, my friend,” said Ed-
mund, gaily,  you must be convineced, that I shall
be in no danger of contamination, by a ‘peep at
the gaieties and -festivities of high life. Guided
by my Mentor, your Telemachus: may . fearlessly
“encounter the allurements of a- fashlonable Ca-
lypso and her handmaids.” :
« Here then,” said Mr. Brownlow, rising, and
tdking a card from his desk, I presentyou with
this passport, into the fairy-land of the masque-
rade.”” Edmund read it; and found that it was
a ticket of admission to the Countess of **¥*¥’g
fancy Ball, in Portmdn-square, for which: elght.
handred tickets had béen issued..

- «Whatever character you assume,” said Mr. ;
Brownlow, “must be as well supported as pos-
sible; and I nced not hint, that as many persons of
the highest rank will be present, it will be proper,

.if you choose a conspicuous character, such as
that of Apollo, Mercuiy, Adonis, &c. to borrow
an appropriate and splendid dress.” “Be as-
sared, Sir,” said Edmund, «1I have no desire to
personate one of the heathen deities, nor even a
modern -hero.” «O0, if you perform your part
with spirit, you will- prove as agreeable  to the
company in the character of a chimney-sweeper;®
or dusthian; as that of Jupiter ; and if you wish
to be more an observer than ‘an actor, you may *
put'on a domino, and he as grave or dull as you °

K
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please. For my own part, I shall represent,
what, in too many instances, I have been in real
life, a blundering wild Irishman.” < Then let
me also come as near nature as I can,” replied
Edmund, “asa Lancashire lad. I have only te
study Tim Bobbin’s dialect for an hour or two,
and I think I shall puzzle some of your fashion-
able friends.”
* 'This arrangement being agreed on, and break-
fast over, the friends parted, having previously
determined to dress in Brownlow’s chambers,
- on the following Friday evening, and proceed
in Mr. Bolton’s coach to the masquerade.
Edmund now recollected his promise, to visit
Buersil, at his lodgings in Gough-square. = 'Fhi-
ther he went, sent up his name, and in a moe
ment, the critic appeared, pen in hand, at the -
head of the stairs.
He condncted his friend to the front room in .
the second floor, where Mrs. Buersil received
him, *This is our Lancashire friend,” said
Buersil, introduging Edmnnd, His wife blushed,
and that blush gave animation tp a pretty mer
dest countenance. Ope of her sons lay asleep,
in & cradle, smiling in all the felicity of an’in.
fant’s dream ; and before Edmund sat down, the,
otber bay eptered the rqpm with a spring, but
drew hack on seeing a strapger. * Come in,
my bay,” cried Buersil, ¢ you, must shake hands
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with this gentleman, for he is oar friend.” «0,”
said the child, “if he is a friend, I shall love
him.” «Why, Charles?” «“Because our friends
always do us good.”
- From this childish chit-chat the gentlemen
retired to the critic’s stady. * You must dine
with us to-day, Mr. Vere,” 'said he, * just
in that familiar way that I dined with you at
St. Alban’s ; but our fare will not be so luxu-
‘rious.” %O never mind dainties,” said Edmund,
«T don't expect much to gratify the palate at
the table of an author, but I expect a refection
for my mental taste; ‘the feast of reason, and
the flow of soul’ ” Buersil shook his head, as
thuch as to say, I fear you'll be disappointed. -
He conducted Edmund into -2 back-room.
« This, Sir,” said he, ¢ is my study, and my bed-
chamber, an union not uncommon in the domes-
tic establishrnent of an author.,”” *¢ So I should
think,” replied Edmurid, « and now I recollect
we have the bonnet nuit 'of Merceir, and the
¢ nightgown and sllppers, of Colman, then why’
not your’s? But this is a very handsome apart-
ment.” “Yes, Sir, and we pay a bandsome
price for the use’ ofit. We have three rooms:
first, that which ¢serves us for parloilr, for
kitchen, and hall,’ this apartment, and a small gar-
ret for lumber, For these I pay heif a guineaa
week ; aye, you may smilo, aud so-should I with
K 2
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your income ; but, believe me, Sir, balf a guinea
a week is a serious sum for a common author, or
even a critic, to pay for mere shelter.”” <« Yet
you seem' contented, Mr. Buersil.” «Nay, Sir,
T am contented. My.income is about three gui-
neas a week for my critical productions, and
I now and then produce an essay for a magazine,
and occasional strictures on the manners of the
age, which defray the expence of our lodging ;
my wife is an excellent economist, and I'm not
extravégant, though T sometimes spend a crown
at the monthly meeting of the dissectors.”
“Well, Sir,” said Edmund, seatmg hlmself
at.a small desk, « 1 want to have .your opinion of
that fashionable amusement, the masquergde ; I
have a ticket of admission to a maéqued ball in
my pocket, and, as I am quite a stranger to this,
modish’ dwertlsement, I should like some pre-
paratory information.” “I consider a masque-
rade the school for v1ce, said Buersil, with
some warmth, “ and have lately produced some
desultory thoughts on the subject. I have, my-
self, been an eye-witness to the unbounded ex-
travagance of a multitude of persons in disguise,
and under no controul ; the sight was appalling
to me, as aﬂ'ordmg a demonstration of the truth
of Cowper s satire, .

. «In cities vice'is hidden with most ease,
Ot seen with least. offence.” ¥
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I Pray, Buersil,” said Edmund, * favour me
with your remarks on this amusement ; they may
be useful té me, and enable me to profit by your
experience.”” ¢ Here they are, Sir, very much
at your service,” replied his friend, taking some
papers out of a drawer.” “Read them, Buer-
sil.”  «I shall comply,” said Buersil, “but I
doubt you will find the observations rather crude.”
“0! let me hear them, and judge for myself.”

" Buersil then read the following strictures on
an amusement, which has been praised and de-
cried according to the feelings and views of dif-
ferent wrlters :

HINTS TO MASQUERADERS.\3\’

When we-first step iqto/life, and mingle w1th.
the busy world, inexperience frequently misleads
us into the labyrinth of indiscretion ; we credu-
‘lously believe the assertions of knaves, and we
are too apt to imitate the foppery of fools, un--
conscious of error, till observation enables us to
form more just conclusions. ‘

“In order to prevent the evils arlsmor from cre-
~ dulity and ignorance, in an intercourse with po-
lite society, those inestimable institutions, the
~ boarding schools, for young persouns of both sexes,
were originally established by patriotic indivi-
duals. At those seminaries of affectation, young

people gradually acquire a certain degree of
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confidence and effrontery, while they are
taught to disguise their genuine sentiments, and
conceal their emotions, that they may be quali-
fied to associate with the rest of mankind on
equal terms, ‘

But in many instances, even the deceptive
manners, obtainable at a fashionable school, are
found inadequate for the purposes of high life ;
the. rapidity of improvements in every branch. of
philosophy, especially the development of the
human powers, outrun the attajoments of the.
pupil of elegance; and the revival of the was-.
* querade by enlightened adepts, has, as it were,.
- instantaneously refined the docile tyro, who in
the whirlpook of voluptaousness, while the head
swims, and the heart dances, becomes vitiated
by, intuition.

This most elegant amnsement, at once super-
‘sedes the delay, occasioned by female timidity
and modesty ; enables the most bashful vir-
gin, while disguised, to shine with all  the attrac-
tions of a most finished demirep ; and empowers.
the nobleman’s, or even the tradesman's. daugh-
ter, to outshine lier more scrupulous country cou-.
sin, as far as the naxious but. beautiful gas light.
is superior to the common lamp in resplendence.

At those promiscuous and disorderly assemn-
blages-of the curious, the youthful, the vain, the.
wanton, and the depraved, a lxcenuous privilege
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enables folly to wear the cap and belly witlyeclat,
The laughing votaries of gaiety easily beécomé
‘the victims of vicé, and the foul contagion of
impure ideas is comunranicated by the startled
éar to the throbbing bosom of indiscreet inno-
cence. The friendly mask conceals those vul-
gar flushings, which give such an appearante of
guilt to the unmasked countenance, and the as:
tonished young girl listens to the impa¥sibned
compliments and significant inuendoes of thd
man of gallantry with' tﬁe sifenit al?t!entlon ofa
curious’ novice.

- A masquerade is-indeed the sehool of eleg‘hhf
inftiation in all the mysteries of licentibusnesk;
it unites the seduetive dttractiony of the: thehﬁ’e’
the tavern), and thie *#¥*,.

By:the revival of thiy milpemai or phrlithbunf
amusedient, the- most timid youdg lady may
soon become an accotiplishied coquet, wh‘le
ber reputation remtiiny perfectly sife from the'
insidions attack of the'satirist. Everi'tHose'scHo-
lars and' mien: of sense, who-Have felt theii mfer;
ority in'superficial acquisitions, while'in the' pre--
sence of pulite coxcombs, or pert, but' drmusing”’
baffovis; tay, by the aithof thie mavglerade, sad:
denly’ assunse the: chavicter of a wit, ot man of"
the' worlds to the amazemeht'of their’ mbsi mm- '
uiute friends.

b drdut to faeilitate: th ’dlﬁ;dlﬁti’oﬂ‘of'n"eqﬁf-‘%
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site assurance, the following hints are offered to
the consideration of such young persons as ate
ipspired with the landahle ambition of attpining
a proficiency in the science.of assuming. a variety
of characters at a masquerade, 5o as-to excel any
buffoon on the English stage. ., . .
. 'The first and essential requisite of whoever ex-
pects to; make a, notorious. figure at a masquerade,
is vanity, a quglification in which few young
- paople are defigient, for this amijable self-love
seems inherent in most human beings. . The next
qualification is an inordinate propensity to pleas
su::e, which seems also in-some measare inbern.
The, third, which naturally arises' from the twp
former, is an erpnlption fo excel every compen
titor. With these preparatory aecomplishments,
any..man of spirit, or woman of fashion, may .be-
come an.adept in all the artifices of vanity. ,
‘During the sanguinary contest with France,.
the English masquerade languished ; . but in these
“ piping times of peace,” we may expect a revi-.
vification of every species of licentiousness, and
of those the fancy ball. is. proudly pre-emi-
nent, as nobody but persons of high consideration -
are permitted to share those orgies of voluptuons-:
ness. . Yet there.is something so imposing in the
novelty of vice, that we may expect to see.this -
extravagance of the great aped by the listle, and -

weay perhaps soon find the columns of the Mornl-
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ing Post, adorned with ‘a pompous deseription
of the masquerade giveri by the political linens
draper’s wife in ***** Street, or even by Lady
Puff, who, whatever enmity they may feel at the
politics: of statesmen ‘in .office, would doubts
less be proud:to imitate their highsbred dames
- in-amy kind of fashionable  amusenient, however
. questionable in point of proprietyior ‘morality. .-
-The wniversality of the giatifications pffered by
the masquerade, .must -ever:seture: jts superiority:
over all other inVventions. to vitiate mankiad.. It
presents such 'a variety: of pleasurable objects,
and -conimunicates.: dueh ' voliptaots 'sensations. -
to the ‘mind, that it may’ be / compared: to' the:
~ den of-.Circe, . or ithe.song qff thé.:Syrens.
Nay, it seems to combine the powers of these:
"enchanters, and' may be:termed: Old Nick’s
galvanic battery, which not :only affects- the
nerves and musclés of the masquerader, - but
subduies for the monient: all: sense:of - shame, and
all :ideasiof decency.. Like.the delirium -of a
fever, it fills-the. imagination with!ten thousand
fantastic ideas, till a lucid interval, and a sound
sleep  restores ‘the votary of Comus to reason.
He may then laugh at his own félly gnd . the
levity of others, but ay. think himself fortuftate
if he escape the snares of wantonuess- mt.b anun-.
‘contaminated heart. . -
% Such, Snr,’f said Buersil, closu)g hls papers,
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# ave my remarks on masquerading.” I con-
fess,” replied Edmund, ¢ that I was at first
' rather unable to learn whether yeou approved or
disapproved the excesses of the votaries of plea-
sure at this grand ¢arnival of sportive gaiety ; as
you proceeded, I disdovered that your strictures
were irbnical . censure in thd guise . of praise,
but the' conclusion no man cesld missaderstand.
-Yéu will pasdon e, bowéver, Buemsil, for being
somewhat sceptioal in this imstaned, &nd»permil
mie to see and judge for myself.”
- The.gentlemen were now told thals dinner was
" veady, awd they shaved a- hight and: wholesowe
méal provided by Mrs. Bremsil, who theught
herself hlozhiy Innoured by her guest 8 cbndoscen-
m ' B
. Bat. tlough! Edmund was gramﬁed by the’
suﬁple1 ufanners: aid: cainddur of Mrs. Buersil,
andl the playfwlmess and prattle of her boy, whor
- grew mord confident as-he became move fantic
Imr with: the' stranger’; yet as the hour ap-:
prewehed: for' hifs: inverview: with- Lady Frances;
he' beeab: inattentive to- ssrrbandingi objects:
Tivs was puerceived by Buersil, who' sups-
potiing: that ‘the presemd society: was: itksome to)
his visitor, propused a walk. - Edmeath agaee&,»
aulllthey salliedcinto - the street:
As the weather was uncomwwaly ﬁne,. dnd-
they were: active' pedestriatis) they- proposed to
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drink tea at Highgate,‘ and return to town. in
a post-chaise. The walk wp the hill was
toilsome, and when they arrived at the sume
mit, the sun was setting, and displayed to great
advantage the stately cupola of Bt. Paul’s, rising
magnificently above the surrounding buildings,
while long lines of streets, te the entent of seve-
ral miles, and clonds: of smoke and vapours eans
ried to the south-east, gave a subhbe idea of. tbd
- vastmess of the metropolis.

. 'The principal ian afforded them the llght xmll
elegant refreshment of tea; ite cheering mflus
ence completely restored theis animalispirits, and
enlivened .conversation, so that.the time pasked
impereeptibly away till seven o'glock, when the
chaise which they had ordered was i attendanee
at the minute, and in half an henr they armved:
at the. Hummaows, Covent Garden. Here the
friends parted, Mr. Buersil lmving an engage.:
meat for the remainden of the evening; and Eds«
mund went to the theatre parposely. to kil time,

While he sat in-oune of the bexes towerds the:
termiaation of the play, he- beheld a- young kidy
veiled, in an adjacent bex, whose fignre resem
‘hled. that. of Lady. Framees:. Fo: this obgect Bis:
attention. war now selely divected:; she was i
company with: @ yowag gentleman: whoiseenipdl:
highly: delighted ;. and. showghe titey: talldedt: ax:ax
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low torie, the sound of the lady’s woice imme:
diately brought.the harmonibus accents of his
mistress to his recollection. ‘He arose to ascer-

tain the fact, but when he entered the box wheére '

he expected to find her, sheand her compambn
had disappeared.

Jealousy, that miost unpleasant of all the buman
passions, now, for the first time, -agitated the
bosom of Edmund. . He retired “precipitately
from the play-house to a tavern, and:though ha-
bitually temperate, ordered a bottle of wine.
But the juice of the grape could not alleviate the
anxiety of his mind. It was now ten o’clock,
and he had to. dress for the interview with his
fair mistress. He ordered a hackney-coach, and
on his arrival at Mr. Bolton’s, hastened to his
- room without going into the parlour. - His well-

formed person and: youthful countenance, ‘te-
quired little adventitious aid to recommend him
to the ladies ; foppery was his aversion, nor would
he have dressed like a beau to gain the heart of
a princess. He put on a fashionable suit of
clothes, however, and at half past eleven, set out
on fooi for Wimpole Street. ,
"~ He obtained instant admission into that man-
- sion which contained his first love, and was con-
- ducted into an elegant parlour, where in a few
seconds his mistress appeared before him in the -
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attractions of perfect beauty, adorned with all
that venders of cosmetics, jewellers, and mlllmers,
could bestow to make her lovely, .

v, With an air of dignified affability and grace-
ful condescension, the lady received his compli-
ments, and appeared in all the confusion of
feminine modesty, while she apologized for the
indiscretion she was guilty of in admitting a

~lover to an assignation. “ Nothing, Sir,” said
she, in a voice evidently tremulous from emotion,
“ nothing could have induced me to resort to this
expedient, but > here she blushed, and hid
her face with her handkerchief, while Edmund
gazed with admiration and fixed attention.
¢ The dread of losing you for ever, was, I must
acknowledge, my sole motive. for requesting this
interview; I was informed by a confidential
friend of my father's, that he was expected home
in less than a week—but this day’s post has hap-
pily relieved my anxiety, for I received a letter
from my father this morning, in which he informs
me, that he cannot return to England in less
than two months from the date of this welcome
epistle.” ¢ Ten thousand thanks, my dearest
love,” exclaimed . Edmund, ¢ for this intelli-
gence. . How propitious is his delay, as it
will afford me the opportunity.to persuade my.
adorable’ Lady Frances to make me happy.”
The lady smiled with a glee which. she did no,
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attempt to conceal, and rising, went to a bureau;
took out a paper, and presented it to her lover.
He read what he thought the letter of a nobfe-
man to liis only daughter, and respeetfully re-
tarned it to his condescending mistress, who
stood before him in an attitude, which would not
have disgraced the representative of Juliet.

Edmond was now irrecoverably a dupe to
the artifices of this accomplished woman, who,
perceiving her influence, resolved to retrieve her
affairs by matrimony.. .

In the course of the night, she ylelded to the
importunities of her enamoured swain, and
agreed to elope with him to Gretna, in Scotland,
in six weeks, or about a-fortnight before the
dreaded return of her noble father from France.
« T shall then be of age,” said Edmund, ¢ there-
“fore they cannot dissolve otr marriage under
pretence of our minority, ‘except, ‘indeed,” con-
tinued ‘he with hesitation, looking earnestly on
the lady. “ O! I understand you, Mr. Vere,”
said she, witha laugh; « make yourself perfectly
easy on my account; I have arrived at the age
of discretion some time ago.” ¢ Afe you sure of
that, Lady Frances?” ¢« Whv, 'F don’t know,”
replied she, apparently musing, “ ¥ certainly:
have not proved my claim to the character of a
discreet girl, since my acquaintance with you.""
“Pardon me, my16ve,” said he, tenderly, « T did*

/
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“not mean to offend.” A smile of forgiveness was
the best reply. ‘

Lady Frances, as she chose to style herself,
was not indeed in her minority. She was now
about five-and-twenty, but by her skill in dress,
and the artful application of cosmetics, she might
pass by taper-light for a fine girl of eighteen.
She had, however, so completely fascinated Ed-
mund, that the power of the fabled Circe over
her infatuated votaries was not more complete;
and thus, while he imagined himself the envi-
able favourite of a young lady of quality, he
was entangled in the snares of one of those
elegant and accomplished dem1reps with whlch
London abounds.

About four o'cleck in the morning he retired
from the residence of his mistress, elated with
success, and intoxicated with the delicious anti-
cipation of the felicity and distinction, so fortu-
nately presented by love to his acceptance., -

BRIFF MEMOIRS OF AN AUTHOR.

In the afternoon of the followmg day, as Ed-
mund passed along the Strand, on his way to
the -apartments of Mr. Brownlow, he met his’
Yorkshire friend, Mr. Buersil, with whom' he
went into a coffee-house to have the pleasure
of a short conversation, * Although we are now,

2 / .
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well acquainted,” said Edmund, « and have tra-
velled and spent many hours together,.you have
ot yet given me,any account of youn progress
as a literary adventurer.”  <-My, story,” replied
Buersil, “ is scarcely worthy of your attention,
for there is nothing very extraordinary in it, yet
a few incidents descriptive of the exertions and
. embarrassments of an author may amuse you. .

«“ My name, yon know, is William Buersil.
I am the eldest son of an opulent manufac-
turer of . narrow. woollen. cloth, who resided -at
Otley, in Yorkshire. From .my evident bias to
learning, my father was induced to give me a
classical education. T was sent at the age of
sixteen from the Grammar School in York to
#raa2® College, Cambridge, where I continued
four years, during . which 1 made a considerable
progress in my studies. My father intended to
educate me for the church, but before I acquired
the preparatory attainments requisite for that
sacred profession, my hopeful prospect of emi- -
nence and. usefulness was suddenly obscured by

the demise of that worthy parent, who left éach of

his seven children the sum of one thousand
pounds. With their dividend of the legacy, my
three brothers pursued the business of cloth ma-
nufacturers ; but as I was ignorant of that useful
. art, and too proud to assist in a subordinate ca-
pacity, I continued unemployed till I attdined
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the age of twenty-one, when I left College,

took possession of my property, which was soon
diminished by improvidence ; and at the age of

four-and-twenty, having devoted the best part

of three years to English composition, I pub- -
lished a volume of poems, which produced me a

profit of about one hundred guineas, besides the

reputation of being a good versifier.

“ 1 now considered myself a man of g'emus,
indeed, with inexhaustible resources in my own
mind. My enthusiasm was exalted still higher

"by the passion of love, the object of which was
Nancy Villiers, a pretty young milliner, who
kept a small shop in Micklegate, York. I ad-
dressed my idol in “amatory strains; prevailed,
and accompanied her triumphantly to the altar.
For two years our time flew on wings of down,
but soon after the birth of our first-born son, my
wife’s business declined, in consequence of her
determination to suckle her own offspring. This
offended some of her best customers, who up-
braided her with what they termed a vulgar
prejudice, but Nancy continued inexorable ;
her boy repaid her cares, and grew one of the
loveliest and most thriving children. in . York ;-
and I was too sincere a lover, and too sentimen-.

~ tal a-husband, to censure the conduct of a woman
whose maternal affection I respected.

. “My:pen, the ready. mstrument of my will,

L
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reearded some lively effnsions of tha Myse on
, this subject; but Apollo himself eould%t
the obduracy of tax-gatherers and parish over-
seers. QOur landlord, tga, felt na sympathy for
two young persons, whom he considered indolent
and flighty ; our stock in trade was sold by
anotion, and with the residue of our money,
which amounted to about fifty pounds, we teok
private lodgings, and emjoyed for some menths
all the luxury of connubial and parental love -
our obscure retirement.
¢ In this situation, my wife was bnought to
ked of another son, and the state of our purse,
which, like Alsop’s basket of bread, daily he-
came lighter, alarmed me, and stimulated. wyp
/inveation. I produced a navel, which k baadad;
to a friendly critic for pervsal. His. encomium
was extravagast, but he didinot stop with mere:
approbation. Fle.soos fonnd a puzchasex for my
merchandise, a Yorksbirewan, with, whom he
was intimately aequaintdd, and: whe is an. apw-
leag publisher in kLondon. This beokseling
patron offeved: me. thirty guineas for my manAw
seeipl, which B gladly; aecepted. He.then gare
me an ordee fon swo wolumes mowe, of equali
quondity,:-ak the,same price, 'Hhis second nosak
¥ teansmitted tol him. abeut tewelse. soauthsi agm.
He then propossd to me thnt. L shouish. enmay ter
London.: ands. supesimbend! & periodieql’ work,

{

N
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and during my journey to town, I first had the
. happiness to - become acquainted with you.
. When you honoured me with a visit in my
~ humble lodging, you had an opportunity of see-
ing my wife and children.” ¢ Yes, and of ade
miring them too,” said Edmund, turning aside,
and taking Bank of England notes to the value
~ of twenty pounds out of his pecket.book, « and
I request you to present this gift to your wife,
from a friend of maternal and conjugal virtue,”
* 'With these words, he hastily put the meney into
the hands of Mr. Buersil, and taking advantage
of his surprise, left the Coffee-house before he
had time to express his thanks. :

Mr. Vere then went to the chambers of hts
friend Mr. Brownlow, and found him busy
among his papers. ¢ I have prepared a few
more observations on Society and Manners in
London,” said . the satirist, * and amused myself
with digesting them in the fandiful form of sn
.elementary treatise on.the universal science of
satire. 'They might be 'published with the wt-
miost safety to the booksellér, notwithstanding
the existence of the Blasphemous and Seditious
Libel Bill, whi¢h hes: redently become a law.
Iadeed, the impious andscity of certain impudent
snd upprincipled seribblers required yepression ;
_and however we aiay regret any restraint.on the

" liberty of the press, Wd. cannot condeientiously
. L2

.
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hlame the authors of those restrictive measures,
which the profaneness and infidelity of a few

* obscure, but mischievous and needy adventurers

provoked, by reiterated attacks on whatever we
hold sacred. My production is comparatively
innocent, though several of the observations are
rather severe on certain public characters, who
have obtained temporary celebrity.” ¢ T have no
doubt but I shall be much amused, if not in-
structed by your production, Sir,” said Edmund,
¢ and shall avail myself of the present opportu-
nity, to request that you will read it to me.”
Brownlow assented, and arragging his manu-
script, read as follows : .

SATIRE MADE EASY; OR, INSTRUCTIONS IN
THE ART OF POLITE CENSURE,

Among the useful and ornamental arts which’
contribute to the gratification of mankind, the
art of satire, as ‘it is the most general, is also
most popular. Indeed, so universal is the pro-
pensity to- this delightful recreation, that it can

-scarcely. be termed an art, but seems in a great
-degree to be the instinctive or nataral bias of an

_active and i ingenious mind, capable of perceiving,
“and prompt to ridicule:the errors of others, while
it kindly overlooks its own. : But however strong
the aptitade.of the youthful tyro, engaged in the

N
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acquisition of this fashionable aecomplishment,
may be, much scientific information respecting
the principles and practice of refined scandal is
obtainable from satirical sbooks, and still more
from polite conversation.

'The antiquity of satire is unquestionable, inso-
much that it claims priority of all the other
sciences. If we examine the pages of ancient
history, we shall find that all  the celebrated phi-
losophers, poets, and orators of Greece and
Rome ‘were arrant libellers.” ‘What were the
animadvérsions of Socrates, Diogenes, Seneca,
and other sages, against existing vices and follies,
but the censure of indignant truth? - And the '
more just the application of blame to the delin-
quent, the more fatal to him the satire, for ac-
cording to the axiom of one of our English lo-
minaries of jurisprudence, ¢ the greater the truth,
the greater the libel.,” :

Since the modern and accelerated diffusion of
knowledge in all its branches by the instrumen-
tality of a free press, no art seems to be promul-
gated with such ardour and success as the
science of satire. From the nature of things,
it must ever be popular, as it is at once so grate-
ful to our vanity, and may bé so easily pursued.
By its aid we are enabled to depreciate an enemy,
and even sometimes to aim a shaft of censure at
the bosom of a friend. Our ancestors were nof,
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it appears, complete adepts in this excellent ant,

bot simply preferred benevolence 'and neigh-

bourly sympathy, to that exquisite zest for cen-

sure, whichin the present enlightened era, con-

stitutes one of the most delicious gratifications
4obtamable at a fashionable féte.

" Ancient bards, particularly the comic poeu,
for a long time usurped the empire of satire, and
nobody was allowed to have a rightful claim to
the honaurable appellation of satirist, who could

~ not censure, or defame another in sonoreus verse.

But modern authors have brokea the trammels
of metrical composition,and admitted the term sa-.
tire to he equally significant of censerious produe-
tions whether in piose or verse. The.exhilarating
_and cerdial inBuence of tea, essentially promoted
this fagcinating art; and the eloquenee of bean-
tifsl young ladies and their attendant beaux on
the proper subjects .of scandal, suggested the
‘propriety of* exaMing prosaic, and especially col-
loguial disquisitions on characters and mamrs’, :
to the rank of genuine satire.

Some. of the most papular productions of mo-
dern litevature are stromgly satirical, partionlarly
polemical and political traots, novels, poems, and
even biogvaphy. Descriptions of medern man-
ners and characteristics, are mostly aensomous,
and ‘some of them Judiorously satirical. The
charges of destain judges to juries, are remask-
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able for the caustic, if wet misanthropic_spirit of
their satire, especially: wken animated by ardent
hostility against such literary offenders as have
the temerity and presumptmn tocensute statesmen
invested with power. SR

Satire being thus held in such geﬂeral L)
deserved estinvatiorr by pérsoms of all ranks inf
civilized society, and se profitable, if not honomr-
able to the ingenious practitiomer, the sjudy of
this elegant art may mow be considered as indis.’
- penhsable to the eomplete accomplishment .of &
young: lady, or gentlemanm, as the arts of dancing,.
singimg, playing upon the. piano-forte, or convers-.
img in broken .French. Hienee the author of this:
elementary work anticipates sweeess, and con-
siders himself in some degreé-a public benefaetor,
by eommunicating the preeepts and examples. -
which- he cellected, while engaged in the stedy
and practice of satire during several years. .

Censave is considersd by some serupulows,
moraists, 48 the offspring of vanity and malicey.
bat aitheugh we are all willing: to satirize the,
acfions of othiers, we should be offcnded: with the
chavge of being vain or medicions. From the
‘gossipping disposition to defamstion sprung sa-
tire, or the public exposure of vice and: folly ina.
high station,. By degvees, power prevaied ovey
truth; smtive was comdemned ag libellous, and
the sativist: puntished as aws invidious: vilifier!
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It may appear paradoxical to the honest and
unsophisticated admirer of genuine satire, when
he is informed that a simple statement of facts is
considered the most dangerous, if not atrocious
kind of libel. For instance, if a young:lady has
been guilty of a slip in her moments of levity,
. the censor who should expose her folly, even.
if he had ocular demonstration of the fact,
would probably be condemned to imprisonment,:
by the verdict of a dozen of his peers! He
must, therefore, by a kind of literary, or collo-
quial circumlocution, beat about the thicket with
due caution, if he hopes to start his game with
impunity, otherwise he will incur the penalty
inflicted on a poacher. If the snbject of satiric
.investigation be a notorious knave, a pettifogger -
for instance, who incites litigation in the neigh-
bourhood where he resides, there must not be
the ‘slightest insinuation thrown out, that the
gentleman is dishonest, malignant, or mischiev-
ous. No, the censor must by rhetorical ingenuity
praise him for his activity in enforcing just claims,
and protecting the property of his clients. His:
disinterestedness may be commended, by stat-.
ing the moderate remuneration required for his
patriotic exertions, to set his neighbours together -
by she ears; and even the occasional severity .
exercised by this active limb of the law, when he

arrests his dupe for the amount of his bill, must
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be mentioned as an additional proof of his love
of equity. o
From these hints, it must be evident to male
students in the science of censure, that the art
of libel, like- the study of chymistry, however
delightful in theory, is dangerous in practice.
While the chymist is engaged in the combination
of some of the most heterogeneous productions in
natare, and proudly anticipates that success
which shall place him at the head of experimen-
tal philosophers, a sudden detonation in a mo-
ment destroys his hopes, scatters the fabric of
his. fame in a thousand fragments, and he may
think himself fortunate if he escapes with his
" eyes. The witty censor, in the same manner,
while he chuckles beyond measure at his glow-
ing exhibition of the peculiarities of some odious
public character, is not aware of the mine just
ready-to explode beneath his feet; but inflated
with his imaginary trinmph over exaltéd vice,
hastens to amuse the public, and glories in the
appellation of Cato Minor, or Juvenal Junior,
while a detachment of police officers is ‘actually
beating up his quarters, and all the terrors of the
law environ his appalled mind with the irresist-
ible impetuosity of an engulphing torrent.
- One class of censors has hitherto been screened
by the courtesy of custom from legal punishment.
The ladies, ever distinguishable for their viva-
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cious superiority in the exercise of the tongue,
have, with a few exceptions, been graciously
overlooked by those sapient dispensers of justice,
whose apparent gravity is generally either a
cloak far their dissimwation, or the mask of their
dulness, - Yet, even the magic circle of female
charms has recently been broken through by
certain lawyers, whose jealousy respecting libel,
excites a general suspicion in the public mind,
that they dread the exposure of their own
fanits. That flippant and meretricious satirist,.
the dearest dear, Mary Ann, who expased to
popular ridicule certain. silly amatory effusions,
has since, for her attack upon the character
of an honourable wan, been comdemmed to
~ durance vile. From the frequency of ber dar-
- ing attacks upen the vices of ‘gremt men, this.
wanton libeller will probably be exadted to &
pre-eminence over other female satirists, which-
mey deter them from their favourite purswit ;
bat for their comfort, } shall disclose a move
safe and effectual method for the expaswre
of their enemies, while they may remam
equably secured from: respousibility amd pumdp
ment,

Londow zbounds with: bold speculutoa,. and.
among ethers, theve are certain venturous pub-
lishers, wive: will risk their personad wafety for
the sake of gnin. Now as sdme of. ewsr nvess
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eloquent females, who feel a praiseworthy ambi-
tion to shine as satirists, are not enly of high
birth but ample fortune, let them imitate a cer-
tain rhyming peer, who has long been infected
with a cacoethes seribemdi, or itch, which even
the ointment of the Edinburgh Reviewers can~
not cure, and prosent their rhapsodical scurrility
to a bold publisher. 'Thus their censorious pro-
ductions wilb soon becirculated by every passible:
means, and he over-praised by hireling reviewers
in the newspapers, and held up as models of ele-
gant satire, and fine compesition. Poor Mary
Ann, bowever, could not avail herself of this
cheap passport to notoriety, and literary fame:
she was necessitous, and obliged tosell her libels—
hence her disgrace. Ead she, like the noble Peer
above mentioned, given amuy the effusions of her
spleen, and Jike Asm thus e}indidly admitted that
she properly estimated the value of her works
when she thought them wortA nothing, the Argna
eyes of Jurispradence would have discovered '
guilt only in her mercenary publisher. But as
this bold female has long beenin the habit of mak-
ing the best market of her perfections, she conld
not practise the self-denial of bestowing her libe]
upon some meritorious vender of printed paper.
The consequences have been, trial, cemdemnn-
tion, and imprisonment, for her injudicious een-
sore of an estimable individunal, M

L4
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" 'We shall now proceed to the preceptive part
of this elementary work, and occasionally illus-
- trate the rules by apposite examples.

In satirical conversation, as well as composi-
tion, the dignity of the subject is a great requi-
site, for nobody will be attentive to animad-
versions on the herd of mankind. Besides, the
investigation, of an exalted character elevates the
mind, and stimulates the censorious energy of the
satirist, But as there is more glory, there is also
more peril attached to the dissection of eminent
men; the satirist must therefore avail himself of
the aid of inuendoes, and other indirect methods
of exposing the folly or vice of his subject. For
this purpose a dash tay be adopted instead
of the real name ; nay, on some very delicate or
bazardous occasions, a mere blank significant of
the worthlessness of the individual satirized, may -
appear where the distinctive appellation of a
great man, or a splendid demirep, should have
shone. 'The ingenuity of the reader will conse-
quently be exercised in the discovery of the per-
sonage, by an intense investigation of the illus-
trative characteristics. .

. Another mode of exposing the follies of the
great, is by the use of asterisks ; but although
those. astral marks are peculiarly appropriate
in the illustration of characters connected with

every gradation of knighthood, from Knuights

N
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of the Post, to those of a higher order, without
the utmost circumspection, they may become as
dangerous as the detonating balls of the chy-
mist, and as destructive to the unskilful operator,

The article the, and the preposition of, are
sometimes indispensable to the satirist in the de-
signation of the object of his animadversion ; but
they are ominous signs, especially when antecedent
tothe initials of a titled subject, for they may then
be easily construed into alibel. Indeed the dexte-
. rity and judgment of an attorney of any descrip-
tion, particularly an Attorney-General, in the de-
tection of a lurking satire is admirable. One of
these public accusers can measure a dash withma-
thematical precision, and expound an enigmati-
cal libel by the aid of asterisks, or stars, with the
astrological exactness of that renowned conjurof,
Francis Moore himself, inhis vox stellarum! Great
caution is therefore requisite in the use of these
significant constellations. '

General satire, is not only the most unexcep-
tlonable, but the best and most effectual mode of
exposing the errors of ‘any description of pro-
fessional men ; and'the student in satire, if he is
desirous to censure the higher order of the gen-
tlemen of the long robe, must, if he would suc-
ceed, speak in general terms, and then, * ke
whom Yhe cap fits,” like he who wins the palm,

Ay
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¢ mey weay it !” Md may, for instance, aver, that
the mysterious influence of sympathy was never
more conspicnous than in the public deportment
of the judicial and legal luminaries whom he is
aboyt .to ¢haracterize, In a certdia assembly,
they can.sit ps quietly as grimalkin, énveloped in
. far, and ruminatisg on future mischief; they-can
even listea with the most philosophical equani-
mity to a debate on the interests of mighty states,
the revolutions of nations, and the immense pub-
lic expenditure of their own country. But let @
single hint be suggested for the amelioration of
the criminal, or civil code; they start,up, and
with irresistible eloquence in & good cause, enter
their protest against innovation. Their geal, and
their choler too, are excited to the highest pitch
whenever any question is agitated, the tendency of
which is directly or indirectly caloulated to dimi-
nish the Jees of office; nay, so sensitively delicate
are they on this tender subject, that they are ready
to weep when any measure is proposed which may
vestrain pettifogging.

If truth should operate umversally on the
minds of wmen, there would no longer be any
cause for litigation, and the patriotic labours of
lawyers would become :mere works of superero:
gation, instead of the ascendency of their present
influence in all civilized - ¢ommunities. Truth

2
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would no longer be condemned as a libei,'uor
should we be amused with the ez officio exploits
of an Attorney Gemeral. Our courts of law
would, like the temple of Janus, be shut in peace ;
they would never then resound the elogquence of
the advocates of adultery, for there could be no
caces of Crim. Con. in a virtuows community.
But since crimes prevail, legal restraints are in-
dispensable in every community. In an opulent
nation, the tramsfer of property requires more
- knowledge than the contracting parties oftem .
pessess, henee the necessity for the aid of an at-
torney. I this view of things, it must be ob-
vieus to- the candid censor, that indiscriminate
blame- iy equtelly usjust and injurioas, and obser-
vation will seon eenvince us that these individuals
ave the loudest im their invectives agaimst chi-
canery, who have felt, or deserved to feel, the pe-
nalties. infléeted by a just administration of the
lnws agoinst the fraudulent vielator of them.
Kence an honest lawyer, and there are many
such, stremgthens that sociat edifiee of which he:
is. at -once an ornamsent and' pretector; nay,
even villanous lmbs of the'law may Be' swecess--
fally emaployed in the detection-of criminals, thas-
ilwetrating the adage, “ sed a thief to cutth o
 thwef  Sach beings a9 pettifoggers; and' polices
ofieers, whe-oceusionally associate with swindlers-
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whom they betray for emolument, may be com-
pared to one species of vermin destroying another,
and thus removing a nuisance.

~ In describing notorious characters, the young:
satirist must not only be circumspect while dwel- -
ling on the peculiarities of the individual, but
even sparing in the use of asterisks. They are-
the galaxy of an Attorney General, and by
throwing light on the subject-may turn a mere
scintillation of the imagination into a most false

and malicious libel. Indeed, such is the opulence
and luxury of the English nation, that in sketch-

ing the foibles or vices of one extravagant per-
sonage, the satirist may be said to be -describing.

a thousand. For instance, the fashionable rage’
for driving, notwithstanding the dissolution -of
the ridiculons Whip-Club, may be censured
with propriety in the disastrous exhibition of
one of their successors, Sir John Hairbraio, Bart.
Not long-since, Sir John drove his sociable, four:

in hand, through Bond-street, in the afternoon,
when that thoroughfare of vanity was thronged by

the gay, the fashionable, and the prond sons and.-
daughters of opulence. His servantsat at Sir
John’s left hand, with his arms folded, equmg a
comfortable day-dream; while Lady Hairbrain;
appeared in the vehicle with a majestic air of so--
periority. One of the handinaids of Pomong, fresh
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from sweet St. Giles’s with her wheelbarrow

laden with the produce of the English orchard,;

and the foreign orangery, suddenly crossed the
street; the horses took fright at her discordant

screams, and set off at full speed over the poer .

woman, ran against a scavenger’s cart, and pitch-

ed the beautiful and _accompli‘shed Lady Hair-
brain into the accumulated filth'of several streets;,

. while Sir John himself fell oo the pavehient,
and broke both a leg and an arm; and the agree-
able dream of his unfortunate servant was inter-
rupted by a fall into the street. It is to be hoped;
that such a deplorable accident, which had near-
ly been the death of a whole family, will make
gentlemen who  are ambitious to shine as dex-
terous charioteers, somewhat more circamspect
in the display of talents which may cost them _-
their lives. A few days practice on Wimbledon
Common, or in Hyde Park, would be an excel-
lent preparative; as a fall on the tarf would be

. unattended with any danger, except, perhaps, a

trifling dislocation of the neck, or the rupture of
a blood vessel; while, on the other hand, the loss
of the equilibrium in the streets of London,
might be attended with several concomitant and
incidental dangers; such as being dashed to

.pieces on the pavement, or trampled on while
down, by the horses of some hackney coachman.

M

-
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The student in satire, by observations on real
life, will soon perceive the general prevalence of
felse pretences to merit, which are supported in
London by various modes of imposition on popu-
lar credality. En this great capital, where every
art seems to have nearly reached the zenith of
excellence, the art of Puffing has been more ge-
nerally and successfully practised than any other.
The art of commendation is always employed as
the harbinger, and often as the handmaid, of all
the fine and polite arts which embellish society.
‘¥et, however convenient or pleasing its blandish-
ments may prove; like other flatterers, its decep-
tive praises prevent the exertion of those latent
qualities in the individual, which if properly de-
veloped, might have realized that merit with
whtich it endeavours to decorate vanity and indo-
lence. The deception of puffing is often frau-
dident, and sometimes dangerous. Like the
shameless quack who presents his high priced
and ineffieacious potion to the lips of infirmity,
wnder the imposing name of cordial balm of
@Gifead; or vegetable syrup, false praise deludes
its dupe into fatal security, and certain error.
This general deceiver of the public, eventually
deludes even- the impostor, who avails himself of
_the: false praise civculated by the medium of &
venal‘pres&, yet the player, the artist, and even

\
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the adtlior, are too apt to indulge the security of
indélence, and entrust thieiv reputation to this
filse dispenser of tempordry finthe.
. That inferior’ petforsiers ot the: pablie: stage;
-ddubers in the art of paintingy and poetasters and
eowypilers, should avail themmselves of the aid of
puffing is: natural, for their pretensions; like:the
charms. of a painted lady; daily requite commétie
“#id; but when: We see: persons of geniny dnd ok
nence stoop to sueh'low, and it way evert’ be siid
such dishonest expedients to beguilé' the pable;
the evil strilees at the root'6f foture ithprdvieménty
The buffooweries of 4 postiré.master, the cdpetd
of 4 daiiser, and the perstasions of an duetions
. eer, or a vetider of: lotterystickets, My vecuie
the deceptions: aid of ‘a'puf; but seicticd arb wek
tive getion ought. never to' descend frovs thely
redl élevation, to decorate themsttvey with o
reinbow hues of evaneveent gloty, dnd pur’ehw
able praise. y

Yet it may be proper here to inforir the/godting
stadent iw sativical compovition; thie R, if el
i the pretonsiohs of our successfuliversifiens;
- &trdr s0me of our prose’ Writers oty deéfrend- apvd
* the reiterated poffy by. whieh: theip pobHgdeiony

lutve bedn asiderdd into theoworddy -

Novietty Nas' beew tle’ privicipal atteaetive: ]
Seotfec pessieat productivnby - whe with ai ded-
terity : Seldotn equaliédy avaibed:: himesld of Wiw

M2



180 THE ENGLISH METROPOLIS; .
(4

daring adventures of border robbers, and High-
land assassins; and by a judicious intermixture
of Erse names with old English, occasionally
gave an air of original obscurity to his style and
ideas, which was mistaken for sublimity. . His
rhymes are frequently dissonant or harsh ; many
of them that are tolerable to a Scottish ear, will
not bear the test of English pronunciation ;  and
many of the exclamations are at once barbarous,
ludicrous, and absurd. His principal merit cone
sists in animated sketches of rural scenery; nor
is he deficient in the art of occasionally gratify-
ing his reader, by a description of an affecting
incident. He owes much of his popularity to

_ the revival of those ideas of adventurous heroism, -

. which prevailed in the dajg'of chivalry ; even.
‘ the terms connected with ancient fortification,
the Tower—the Dungeon-keep—the =Hall—
“and all the accompaniments of the feudal ages,
are brought into play; and the author artfully,
and successfully, introduces scenes of courtly
pomp, and amorous as well as chivalrous gal-
lantry into his pieces. Thus be keeps up that
pleasing illusion of the fancy, in which consists
the excellence of descriptive poetry.

Such are the principal merits and demerits,
of the most popular poet of the day; but whoever
shall look for a moral in his voluminous b;llads,.
will be disappointed. Morality seems to be a very
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secondary consideration mdeed with this poet, )
nor are his admirers at all fastidious.
That any author, however popular, should have

. the temerity to extend a ballad over two or three
hundred pages quarto, was a new and bold expe-
riment; it succeeded to admiration; and afford-
ed another proof, how easily the pretensions of
any literary adventurer are admitted by the ge-
nerality of modern readers. Bat seriously, when
such excellent ballads as Barbara Allen. Johnny
Armstrong’s last good Night, and The Unhappy
Hunting of Chevy Chace, are purchaseable for a
penny apiece, the exorbitant price of two gui-.
neas each, for the wire-drawn legendary Ballads
of any modern imitator, of the obsolete effusions
of ancient and nameless bards, seems uncon-
scionably extortionate on the part of the pub-
lisher.

+ In a commercial country, every individual
~ has a right to make the most of his merchan-
“dise; hence Scott is perhaps justifiable in dis-

posing of his stock of original ideas to the best
bidder; and even in improving with interest what
he borrows from others. " He undoubtedly owes:-
- his success more to the skilful adaptation of his
" subjects, 'and his poetry, to the puerile taste of
niost modern readers of verse, thao to any pecu-
liar excellence in the productions themselves,
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While they obiain temporary celebrity, like
the last farce, or pantomime; the author is re-
warded, and stimulated by the hope of future
gein, manufactures another, and another piece of
. equal merit in succession, to tickle the ears of the
song-singing amateurs of pretty poetry. The
pleasing descriptions, and simple marratives of
Scott, bring to the recollection of those patrons
of genius the songs of the nuwsery; and by a
west deleetable .avgaciation of ideas, revive the
janocent pleasure of infancy. Their taste is like
themselves yet in its minority; hence those over-
grown children are delighted while the Scettish
rhymster chaunts the lullaby of reason! Thus
the poet is praised, the publisher eariched, and.
the veader gratified. Indeed such is the happy.
" igmerance, the habitual indelence, god the grate-
ful self-complacency of the majority of -readers ]
af ssedera poetry, that Boott, as a saanufactarer,
and maa of busiaess, has prudently avathed hims
self of that facility of success, which the publie
affords o poetical indystsy. This modest bard,
in the eourlusion of # Fhe Lond of the Isles,”
sends forth bis “ humble day,”’ as he terme it,
witheut patronage. He had, it appeass, intend.
od to dedieate it to a lady of qualkity, whom he hus
by a stroke of his pen transferssed into en angel,
Bnt this is uot 50 extcasagant in the dast minsivel



ofu,v LONDON IN 1820, . 183

as might be imagined, since the power of eanoui-
zation, nay even of deification, has ever beem
considered one of the endowments of those dis-
pensers of immortality who can make syllables
harmonize. A preseatiment of the perishable
nature of his eulogium, seems. indeedl to have
crossed the imagination of this bard, who exs
claims most querulously,

« What vails the world should know,
That one poor garland, vtwihed to deck iby hair,
Is hung upon thy hearse, to droop and withet there!”

. 'This avowal of his own conseiousness of the
frail, and precarious tenure, on which he holds bis
peetical reputation, would disarm the most vihs
dictive Critie, did not the continual asswmptions
of vain egotism offend the reader it his formed
ditties. But whatever pretensions Scott mey
have to diffdence, his publishers are eereaindy
gifted with sufficient confidenee, o they woudd
net require two pieees of gold fér a- baldady m
this age of paper money, end at & thoes whew the
bank restrietions respecting the issae of spesie
are continued by an act of the legislatesu{® Ao
speculntors intent o making thwin foroune; these
‘sendews of ligh-priced gariende muy thik
salves. right; but: evew she: mpss hevdiended adh
wivenof Stoso’s avetrical talesy, diought: propey se
csommine, asd patiecatly waiw fbr the veguinr
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_appearance of the Octavo edition of each of his
new songs, and thus obtain a comparatively
cheap pennyworth of fashionable vaudevil.—
The romantic ballads of Scott urndoubtedly
deserve a place on the same shelf with Lang.
horne’s “ Owen of Carron,” and ¢ the four and
twenty Songs of Robin Hood ;”” and when, like
those popular pieces, they shall be reduced to the
moderate price of sixpence apiece, they may pos-
sibly outlive their author !

Next to theindustrious Scott, may be menttoned,
the rowantic Lord Byron. Itwould be difficult to
point out the proper station of this noble candi~
date for poetic fame, among the tuneful tribe.
He holds much the same place among modern
poets, that a performer on the bassoon does in a
. band. Always noisy, sometimes discordant,
and frequently- misanthropic; bis extravagant
- sentiments, expressed in a turgid style, are
scarcely reducible to the standard of critical in~
vestigation. Amid the gloom, and it may even
be said, the Stygian horrors of his misanthropy,
“occasional scintillations of genius flash on the
observant eye.

This  rhyming” peer, like other gentlemen-
authors, has, it appears, bestowed the effusions of
his muse upon a private individual, and a pub-

* lisher, both of whom have defended his lordship
" from the invidious report, that he received any
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remuneration for his works. «1I take upon me,”
says Mr. Dallas, «to affirm that Lord Byron
never received a shilling for any of his works.
To my certain knowledge, the profits of the

- Satire were left entirely to the publisher of it:

The gift of the copyright of Childe Harold's
Pilyrimage, 1 have already publicly acknow-
ledged; and I now add my acknowledgment
for that of The Corspir.’ With respect to his
other poems, The Giaour and The Bride of Aby-
dos, Mr. Murray, the publisher of them, can truly
attest that no part of the sale of those have ever -
touched his Lordship’s hands, or been disposed of . -
for his use, and he has constantly, both by word
and action, shown his aversion. to receiving mo-
ney for his productions.” 'This rare instance of
a proper estimation of the value of modern poetry
i3 worthy of the imitation of most other noble and
ignoble versifiers. The whimsical Lord Byron,

_by his gratmtous labpurs in the ' republic of

detters, bas given us a proof of his dlsmterested- ‘
ness, and his vanity. :

By a:natural climax in satiric investigation,
we now come to the laureat himself; and with
all. his verbosity, -and affectation ‘of smgularnty, '
perhaps Robert Southey is our ‘best living poet.
His great .error seems to be an ineffectual and

- perpetual imitatien of the style of Milton, a poet

to whom he 4s in all respects- inferior. His
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Roderic the last of the Goths is, as he propesly
terms it, a tragic poem, containing many beau-
tiful descriptions of nature, and some affecting
_incidents described in poetical, though some-
times hombastic language. It is, however,
wich superior to any of his former attempts at
epic poetry ; and is, properly speaking, a Ro-
mance in blank verse, although founded on some
remote incidents of Spanish history. To the
blank verse of Southey, however pleasing some
episodes or short passages may be, the general
censure of Dr. Johnson seems particularly appli-
" cable. <« Those who think they can astonish
way write blank verse, but those who hope to
please, must eondeseond to rhyme.” ' -
William Wordaworth, ancther candidate for
fame, hes published a poam in blunk verse, in
one Jarge aud salid velmme quarto. As a de-
sociptive pasm, cenveying watwal,snd somatisees
beautibal pictumes of rural scesery, and imters
~ spersed with many judicieus reflections en be.
man life, the production of M. Woedswouth has
morit; but most veaders. will be dispased te yawn,
befere they come to the comelusion of o descrip-
Avce peam of three er fewe bundred pages quarta
On 8 gonoral and eandid review of the wolem
minoms preductions of Beathey, Seett, Worde
worth, and Lord Byson, it mey Seisly he assests
od, that sheie pestegsions to the fame of cpie
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Pposts, or even writers abeve medlioerity, are na-
supported by any of their proguctions. ~
That our literature has in some instapces been.
injured by that torporific influence of anenyneus
criticism, which is repressive of the epergics of
juvevile genius, cagpot bedouhted ; while on ghe
other hang, the barbarisms of bad taste, and the pre-
tensigns of vanity, bave frpquently been gorrected
by the well-timed censyres of those judicieus
grities, whe have written for the Monthly Review.
The editor of a Monthly Magaszine, attempiad . to
depreciate this well-established litersry. jauanal;
but his animaadversions on the late propristor of
the Monthly Review, require the castigation of
the indignant satirist. Mauy literary men ean
traly sffirm, that they ere muech indebied to
this Review for the imprevement of their taste.
At the same  time it .must he seknawledged,
thes sbe :Moothly Reviewery, like their con.
temporanies, are liakle to errars, arising from
prejudice; the .influence .of partienlar seligious,
polisieal,.and philosaphical opiaiens, and othey ine
. fivmities, which man in his mast salightened state
“ude beir {0.” But om a candid cogmpariaon nith
other kiterary jourmals, or even the most elabon
mie pradusiians of the best English, sud Frenely
evisics, the fonthly Beview will fully waintain-
its claims tea populity, ans continme in due
oghimatiop, net oaly for the genersd candour of
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its critical strictures, but the manliness, liberality,
and independence of those political principles, so
boldly and so eloquently illustrated in ity pages.
A rara avis, like a black swan, entitled the
Eclectic Review, made its appearance a few years
ago in the aviary of the Muses. Phis non-.
descript journal, may be termed a literary prude,
who comes forward with pretensions to superior
purity of principle, judgment in selection, and
* critical acomen. These pretensions have been
"advanced with varied success, for the Eclectic
Review like « th’ inconstant moon,” waxed or
waned, according to the abilities of the editor
“and his coadjutors. In imitation of high life,
whatever is vulgar, or common, is excluded from-
the pale of this apparently incorruptible censor.
It leaves the disgusting vices, the ridiculous
follies, and the absurd fashions of the fleeting
hour,; to the castigation of inferior critics, and
soaring on the wings of Aristotelian sagacity, and
Johnsonian precision, rises into_the higher at-
mosphere of literature, where all is pure; and
. selects such passages, with correspondent garnish-
ing, as may regale the nice amateurs of Ecleclic
criticism.  Hence, the most sensitive and modest:
mortal, may safely read aloud the contents of this
decent journal, which is o small praise in this
boasted age of refinement, when virtue, and 'vice,

like the eolonrs in sbot-silk,, are so ingeniously-

A ]
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mterwoven by corrupt artisans, that it is diffi-
cult to distinguish the one from the other. From
this description, it must be evident, that the
-Eclectic Review may be read with profit and
pleasure, by persons of taste, whose delicacy will
be protected from the rude shock of impiety,
ribaldry, and folly, which annoy the general -
redder, «

. Indeed, the prnnclpal prose’ wrlters of the pre-

sent day are mere compilers, among whom the

reviewers are most conspicuous, and remarkable,

for the ingenious facility with which they fill the

pages of monthly and quarterly books of scraps.

Dr. Aikin, who is perhaps the most entertaining
compiler in existence, has rather ludicrously

described the productions of modern prose writers,

as a species of cabinet-work ; but although he is

himself a nice operator, some of his contempo-

raries are clumsy workmen. This is particularly.

‘the case with Quarterly Reviewers, who cannot,
plead haste as an extenuation of their errors:

three months are certainly sufficient for the ma-

nufacture of one hundred and fifty pages of in- -
different prose, in an age when an industrious

‘bard, can work up scraps of antiquity into a le- .
gendary ballad, of double the size, in the same

time. One quarterly censor, however, the

Edinburgh Revien, is ably conducted; the cri-

tics, like- their countryman Scott, dexterously |
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éxttact the essence o6f a volume, and after ming-
Fng it with theit own strong and significant.
¢oinments, they send it from their manafactory
itito the commercial world, an elégdnt and at-
tractive arti¢le, like 2 Birmingham batten trebly
gitt. Indeed, the whole secret of the art by
which the Edinburgh Reviewers have obtained
popularity, is their skilful gratification of 'the
wotst passions of the hgman mind. 1In reﬁgion,
their philosophisine has eherishied the pride of -
infidels; in politics, their bold censure of hen in
power, Whether just or unjust, gratified:the pre-
disposition of maoltind te depreciate their ralers;
said 1 Kterature, by a retrogradation of a-céntury
@r twe, and talking most lsarnedly about Chaiicer,
Bpenver, Siakspeare, Ford, Marlow, Cowléy,
Pryden, and Milon, and illustratimg their comi:
mentey by very beamiful figures and passages;
some stolens, some borrowed; dnd sowte originad,
they spared their readors a- world of application,
amb saved them the tromble of rising:from theit
sems, fo consalt swthors by way of reference}
thouglr they were ranged avéwnd theé shelves: of
their  hibvaries..  Fhus by complimenting the
taste, ministering 4o the indolence, and cherivhi-
hap the ignoravee of mankind, whom' théy- pro-
fewed to-irifori ; the Bdinburgh Reviewers Have
establshed theiv peviodieal quantum of criticin),
" which. will: doubtless be pwrchasedl. read, and
: . 1 .
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prized, while vmmy assumes the garb of mtelli-
gence, malignity of satire, and amusing extracts
of criticism.

Out of the threescore and ten periodical pub-
lications which illumine the literary hemisphere
of Britain, wepe it practicable, valwable ma-
terials for a single miscelleny might fremr time
to time be selected ; but what human being
could have the patience, even to glance at the
thousands of pages of insiguificant and Ralf-
batched ideas, which constitute the principal part
of these new and interesting publications ?

The art of printing, which bas so long pro-
moted the interests by facilitating the d‘ecepﬁons
of empiricism in all its varieties, has also re-
ceived a mew impulse from quack news-wnters,
and quack mechanicians. A German projector, -
eager like the rest of his countrymen, fo catch
part of the golden shower of English munificence,
has substantiated his claims to patronage by in-
venting a rotatory printing-machine, for working
off newspapers with a celerity hitherto unknown.
One or two of the diurnal prints are, it seems, pro-
duced by this expeditious medium, and thas po-
litical falsehoods can be maltiplied and circu-
lated with a velocity, which reminds us of the

. famoug structure dedlcated to the Goddes! of
Lies:
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~  With rapid mdtion turn’d the mansion round ;
With ceaseless noise the ringing walls resound.
There various news I heard of love and strife,
Of peace and war, health, sickness, death, and life ;-
Of turns of fortune, changes in the state;
The falls of fav’rites, projects of the great ;
Of old mismanagements, taxations new ;
All neither wholly false, nor wholly true.”

Fr/om these cursory observations on the use of
the pen and the press, a youthful student in the
art of satire, may be taught caution in the em-
ployment of such powerful auxiliaries; let me
now request his attention to a subject which has
for ages been the theme of censure with all pa-
triotic individuals, who thought they evinced
their public spirit by abusing the Government of
the country. That subject is a GENERAL
ELECTION, which though periodical, affords
striking illustrations of manners among the dif-

- ferent classes of this great community, when an
opportunity is presented for the undisguised pro-
fession of popular opinion. '

(Of the moderation,. decency, and manliness of
the populace of Westminster, unequivocal proofs
were evinced during the last struggle of parties,

_ when a ferocious mob actually pelted Sir Murray
Maxwell, while that gentleman addressed them
from the hustings in Covent Garden. Yes, the
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boasted magnanimity. of Britons was nobly shewn
indeed, by driving a gentleman from bis place,
wounded, and disfigured with mire, to make
way for a demagogue ! The modest and disin-
terested Henry Hunt, Esq. also offered himself
~ as the representative of Westminster in Parlia-
ment, and obtained the votes of two or three
hundred freemen!

I shall now deseribe the grand exhibition of
_ electors in a certain county. .

A GENERAL ELECTION ; OR, JOHN BULL IN
_ _HIS GLORY.

© That periodwalr jubilee of freemen, a:General
Election in this happy isle, may justly be con-
nidered 2 temporary revival of the golden age.
During sixteen days allowed by the act for poll-
ing, the most uncontrolled liberty which a ro-
mantic advocate for freewill could: desire, uni-
versally .prevails. Human .nature .now appeamns
in all ifs pristine dignisy, proclaiming with sound
of trampet, and beat of drum, its dispasitien 1to
maeke a noigse in the wonld. A No.mevoenary sel-
dier is permitted to: appear-in the .conseorated
district.appropsiatefl to the.wershipof national

~ Liksrty, . where her wotaries riot at .will .-in
the sunshine of iher cheering influende.: There :
N .
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the liberty of the tongue, and the liberty of the
press are employed to somé purpose, and the
characters of the great, the brave, and the fair,
are vilified without fear or remorse by the par-
_ tisans of the dlﬂ"erent candldates for popular
favour.

During this grand: festlval' of patrlotlsm, the
order of society is subverted. ~ Superiors solicit
the favour of their inferiors, and with flexible
‘neck, and extended hand, earnestly request the
honour of the free and independent elector’s
suffrage ; while he, * good easy man,” crammed
to the throat at an adjacent tavern, generously
complies with an air of consequence sufficiently
ludicrous. His female friends-are also emulous .
to share with him, the enviable distinction of
wearing the colours of the happy candidate for
" legislative honours. :

On this felicitous occasion, Boniface taps lns
best home-brewed ale, which by its invigorating
energy, fortifies the throat for the sonorons repeti-
~ tion of * Church and King !> ¢ The Majesty of
the People!” ¢ Freedom of Election without
Bribery and Corruption !”’ and similar.exclama-
tions expressive of party, or individual sentiment,
Inspirited by the vivifying influence of Sir Jobhn
. Barleycorn; the eye beams. with renovated bril

~ liancy, and alternately surveys the banners of the

.
)
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- faveurite candidate with a complacent smile, and
that of his opponent with an indignant glare.
Daring an election all the senses of the happy
voters are gratified, and in this grand entertain-
ment music is a powerful auxiliary to mirth and
civic animation. What delightful harmony fills
the air! . The clangour of cymbals, the ear-strain-
ing bounce on the great drum, and the various
sounds of the clarion, the clarinet, and the bas-
soon, arouse the animal spirits to a degree of ex-
tatic elevation.

In every county-town and borough, the utmost
activity prevails; every nerve is braced to the
highest tone of patriotic expectation, and every
eye brightens on the approach of that happy mo-
ment when the golden——no, the bank note—
shower scattered from the portfolio of the smiling
candidates for popularity, shall reward the toils
of electors, and their assistants.” As a prepara-
tive, the baker, the butclier, the brewer, and the
distiller, send in their best productions, as incite«
ments to good fellowship and constitutional fra-
ternity.: the milliner collects ribbons of the fa-
vourite colours of the candidates, and exhibits .
them in her window in the most attractive point
of view ; while the simpering wives and daugh-
ters of the electors, await with palpitating hearts,
the blissful noment when they shall be honoured

with a chaste kiss by an expectant legislator!
. N2 '
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In this great struggle of parties, the original
object of the election seems to be totally over-
looked ; this is indeed no time for reflection—the
people are happy,—what would you have more ?
“ Where ignorance is bliss, ’tis folly to be wise.”
Indeed, so ingenioué is political sophistry, that
the friends of ministerial influence, and opposi-

tion, are equally gratified with their choice ; and i

persuaded by the affecting eloquence of declaim-

ers, that Mr. Wiseacre is the most proper repre-

sentative in the world for the ancient borough of

Fuddlington, that sagacious gentleman is elected

to the honourable office of representative of the
enhghtened and patriotic burgesses.

The enthusiasm of electioneering has a most
pqwerful influence on the imagination ; a kind of
* temporary insanity elevates the mind to a degree
of poetic furor, which is discharged in squibs,
lampoons, songs, ‘and epigrams without number,
but not without-price, for in some instances the

poet is rewarded more hberally than even the
Iaureat himself.

Sometimes the' partlsans of a candldate for a -

seat in Parhament, are convened a few days
prior to the commencement of an election. "The
foﬂo'wmg dialogue is a specimen of the diversity

of oplmon, which commonly prevalls on the
‘occasion,
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4 PUBLIC DINNER IN THE COUNTY OF
WHERERR

. Present, Parson Plausible, Counsellor meble,
Farmers Blunt, Bluff, Frank, and Sly, Grind-
well, Miller, Pmch’em, Mealman, &.c

Coumellor Quibble in the chatr.

" Quibble. Now, gentlemen, as the cloth is re-
moved, I shall propose, as a toast, our noble
though absent friend, Lord. Fmbsll.—-(Drm}
with three times thzee.)

Frank. Why to.be sure hts Lordshlp thfowp
dust in one’s eyes—yet he gives a pret&y JO,ng‘
lease. :

. Bluff. Yes, bnt he likes o raise the\mpdqn
some occasions, for.all that. '

Plausible. And is not that justifiable P xCQn-
sider bis Lordship’s large family, and nameyous
servants. They cannot live o the air.

Sly. No, that they can’t, Parson, and my
Lord will take ¢are.to have the feuits.ef pur
labour for ‘their support. * By-the.bye, I haye
often thought, that several young . fellows whagp -

~ his Lordship employs for fogtmen, and -groams,

might malie tolerable ploughmen ; or.were thay
even emplgyed to delve in.a ditch or a maripit,
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they would be of some use. Now they seem
like pleasure horses to be kept merely for shew.

Quibble. Yes, and so they certainly are. You
.- know, gentlemen, that Lady Fuzball is the
daughter of a celebrated artist ; she has always
been accustomed to contemplate heautiful ob-
jects, and therefore the most agreeable attend-
ants are selected to be about her person.

Blunt. Yet she was not so very partlcular in
the choice of a husband. :

Quibble. O you know a title is in itself suﬁi-
ciently attractive to a lady. -

Plausible. I wish, Mr. Qnibble, you would
proceed from this small-talk to the busmess of
_the day,

Bluff. For my own part, Parson, I thmk the
best part of the business is over. We have had
a good dinner, which in these times is a very
good thing.

Grindwell. You may well say so. I wish
every honest fellow in the country had as good a
dinner.

Plausible. That is a Radical w1sh let me
tell you, Mr. Grindwell, and comes most un-
graciously from the lips of a miller. 'Why, man,
if the common people were well fed and clothed,
they would lose all respect for their betters, the
requisite .: subordination for the. support of a
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1

'proper equilibrium in society would be lost,
and

Sly. We should be all overset in'-the mlre, L
suppose. .

Frank. You should net interrupt the Parson,
Farmer Sly, you are a queerish sort of fellow,
but there is some respect due to the cloth. The
Parson is, you know, a very learned man, and
his sayings are not easily understood by us com-
mon people.

Bluff. Who'de you call common people? if
it were not for such folks as we, who would pay
fiest-fruits, tythes, and the rent of pews, with
several other expences too tedious to mention?

-Quibble. Farmer Bluff, you must not:cast any -

invidious reflections on Church and State. .

quf Perhaps, lawyer, I'm as loyal a man
as’ thee. The Church and State ought to be
very precious to us all, for ’'m sure we pay
Sfull dearly for their support., 'They cost us as
much yearly, as, if judiciously laid out, would
soon bring all the common lands into tillage,
and then we should have bread for.

Pinch’em. An old song, and what would you

be the better, Farmer? Would the cheapness
of food enable you to-pay your rent?

Plausidle. I think you-have him there, Mr.
Pinch’em. 1 entirely agree with you on the
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propriety of promoting temperance mong the
people.

Blunt. Oh d—n your rescriptions, or presctip-
tions, or whatever you Political Quacks oall
’em ; you would soon diet my countrymen into
submission, if they were obliged to adopt your
regimen. For my own part, I love my country,
I wish to see the people happy, and if we mmst
from time to time have wars, 1 wish to see Bri-
tons fed like fighting cocks.

Bluff. Bravo, bravo! give mie thy. hand, my
friend; while we have plenty of such hearty
cocks as thee, we need neither fear forelgn nor
domestic enemies.

Quibble. Domestic-enemies! I hope we have
_ nothing to fear on that score.

Blunt. Yes, but we have—and dur most dan-
gerous enemies are those limbs of the law, who
are always for setting us together by the ears.

_ Plausible. No. personalities, Mr. Blunt, I be-
ssbch you. Let us change the subject,

Blune. With all my heart. I’ll give you a
toast. Here's the Royal Family.

- Plawsible. Perpetuity to them |

Sly. You mean, may they live fer ever. So

then, you're for nothing reversienary. -
. Bluff. How. can you say so, S8ly? Den’t you
know that the pious Dector expects a living in
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Lord Fuzball's gift, on the demise of the intum»

beat, who is now fourscore.

Blygf. O the secret is out. That accounts for
our good Rector’s zeal in the cause of the forth-
coming candidate.

Frank. What candidate?

. Plausible. Really, gentlemen, your facetious
ness is so amusing, that I almost forget the ob
jeot of the meeting. I need not remind you of
the patriotism, benevolence, and other sterling
qualities of Lord Fuzball, particularly his modew
ration in raising the rents.on his estates ouly:
twenty per cent. when so many other land

. owners require at least forty. Nor.has his Lord.
~ ship. been imattentive to the emcouragement of

manufactures. KEver solicitons to promote the
best interests of his country in general, and thase:
of this county in particalar, he commaaded me
to inform you, gentlemen, that his son, the ko
nourable Mr. Glibb, is ambijtiens of the hononeof
beiug your representative in Parliament.

Biunt. Why, for my own pat, Parson,  bave
no objection to the young gentleman’s taking she
trouble to misrepresent us in the Wittena-Ge-
mote, or assembly of wise men, Thelate House
of Commons was not so corrupt, or at least not
8o hypocritical as the long Parliament dissolved
by Cromwell. But I have sue thing mese ito
remark ;. it seems to e a grievance, or in dther
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words, it hurts wy pride as a freeholder; to knw,

that two or three score of petty residentsina .

rotten borough, can send as many representatives
. to Parliament as fifteen or twenty thousand sub-
stantial yeomen. 1 have another subjeet: of com-
~ plaint too, and that is the defective memories of
Members of Parliament in general. . While they
eanvass for votes, they. are sufficiently attentive;
our wives and daughters, nay, the very. house..
nmids are kissed and flattered by these conde-
scending gentry; but before they are a .week
in town, whether it arises from the thickness of -
the air, or the noise of London, they seem to.lose
all ‘recollection - of their promises, and vows of
patriotism. So we may toil and gramble on, titl
the next general election, and then we shall have:
a. repetition of the former farce. Al their. elo-
- quence, too,seems exhausted on the hustings; and
even should Mr.’ Glibb be selected as our.spokes-
man, notwithstanding his - apposite name, he.

" would probably be mute in the House, even on a

subject of the greatest impartance to his consti-
tuents. .
BOROUGH OF 'G********.
Sce'ne—The Town Hall

Present, Mr. Tanglble, Attorney ;. Mr. Starve-
all, Corndealer 5 Mr. Sharp, Cutler; Mr, Gos-
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ling, Tailor ; Mr. Ferment, Brewer; Mr.Pinch,
Baker; Mr. Gloss, Mercer, and Mr. Frlsket
~ Printer. .

Tanyzble. Well, gentlemen, another auspicious
opportunity presents itself for the improvement of
our funds.. I always rejoice at the dissolution of
Parliament. Mr. Speculate, frdm ‘Bedford- Phce,
London, has just made his appearaunce ‘among us,
"and instead of wasting his time and exhausting
our patien¢e by a long unmeaning speech from
the Hustings; he:is now actively employed in di-
“viding tén thousand pounds iato suitable presents
for the worthy and mdependént Burgesses of
G **xxxxx%_ T shall only just himt, that'this ho-
nourable candidate has unlimited’credit at ‘the
bank of ***, -and when every ‘other atticle is so
dear, surely principles’ should nob be sold for an
old song. "

Starveall. You are facetnous, M. Tangnble,
but although we must make the most of the old
Borough, let us for the sake of decency keep up
appearances, and talk loudly of public spirit.

Gloss. Aye, Starveall, yon are*in the right,
we must always keep the best side out ; in fact,
there never was a time when patriotism was so
precious; it is almost as rare as gold.

Frisket. Never mind . gold, neighbours, while
we can get plenty of paper we shall do very well,
Give me only a few reams of virgin paper, -and
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I'll engage to confer all the cardinal virtues on
our favourite candidate, by a single squeeze of
my free, and impartial press.

Sharp. No doubt of it, Frisket; you printers
are devilish keen blades, and can cut up any
party, according to the price paid for dissection.

Ferment. All trades must live; why should
not printers be paid as well as other tradesfolks ?
You do not consider what risks they run——in
danger of being prosecuted by Government, if
they disclose too freely the state of public af-
fairs ; and of being thrown into the mashing tub
of popular indignation, if they approve of the
measures of administration.

Gosling. Why, yes, the most 1gnorant fellqw
will be meddling, and although as stapid ps my
goase, be will presame to censure those measures
as you call them, by which our rulers, like just
apd judieioys, tradesmen, are enabled to cut the
coat according to the cloth, If great men will
~ cabbage a Jittle now and then, we ought tomake

some allowance for human frajlty. Mrs. Gos-
ling says we are al] np beiter than we should be;
and when I ventpred to vindicate the public
spirit of the Burgesses of this most ancignt Cor-
poration, she called it a nodan-berough, and
threaténed. fo throw the goose at my haad, if
1 did nat sell my vote‘faroaehmdnd m%‘#
" nﬂm& : ,

[ <
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Tangible. Nay, Gosling, surely you are not
such a goose as to expect such a sum for allow-
ing a good-natured gentleman, to take the trou-
‘ble of appearing as your proxy in Parliament.
There ‘is also something due to rank, station,
and influence, you know. There’s Mr. Signum
the banker, will expect two hundred pounds ; the
Reverend Simon Cleanhands an equal sum, and
I shall consider myself entitled to half as much.
If you can get fifty pounds for your vote, you
‘may think you have taken the proper measure of
the illustrious Mr. Speculate, our worthy repre-
sentative—when he has paid handsomely for that'
enviable honour.

‘Gosling. Well, well, ’m no scholar ; T must
be content with what I can get. All men, I find,
are as partial to cabbage as tailors themselves,

Pinch. Why not, Gosling? For my own part,
- I'"can beast ‘of producmg as fine light- palatab]e
bread as any man in England..

Ferment. Yes, Pinch, when weighed you will
be found wanting.

Pinch. Whatever- deﬁmency there may be in
my weight, neighbour Fetment, there is a still
greater lack in'your manufacture. Your dle has'
* deither body, nor spirit.

- Qoiling. "Then it resembles our ' good Mef
Borough.

Tangibte. Hold “your tongte, yon g'dwsd ¥ ‘ﬁlr
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Borough is highly venerable, respectable, and va-
{uable. 1t is an excellent merchautable commo-
dity, and reminds me of a couplet of Hudibras:

The real value of a thing,
Is just as much as it will bring.

SATIRICAL STRICTURES ON MODERN EDUCA-~
’ " TION.

The youth of all the higher and middle classes -
in society have a manifest advantage over those
in a lower station ; yet it will be found that, in
consequence of injudicious management, they
derive little benefit from contingent circum.’
stances. The indulgence of infantine caprice, so-
_prevalent in this metropolis, is- one great source
of folly and vice. From a ridiculous affectation,
of tenderness, many mothers lay the foundation-
of the future obstinacy of their sons, by gratifying
their childish passions. Such falsely good-na-
_ tured beings will exclaim, “I cannot bear to

make my child unhappy, even for a moment ;
poor fellow ! he will have trouble enough when
he grows up ; sorrow will come too soon ! This
absurd idea is very common among parents, who
imagive their children will be taught the regula-

tion of their passions by experience. .
Boys are indulged, lest severe restnctlon&
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should break their spirit, and render them timid;
hence they become assuming and impudent, and
on their entrance 'into life are like a luxuriant
tree, whose superabundance of' branches and
foliage prevents it from producing any good
- fruit, till the severe hand of expenence Iops its
redundancies. '

How irrational are those parents who permit
their sons to attain’ maturity, with only a few
fashionable accomplishments ! Theystep out into
life with all their passions and desires in full
vigour ; where, impatient of contradiction, and
unaccustomed to controul, they areoften involved
in embarrassments and quarrels. Enchanted by-
the smile of pleasure, the giddy. youth revels in
her illicit enjoyments. Fascinated by public
amusements, and misled by dissolute compa-
nions, he pursues the phantom of happiness with-
out reflection. " The stews, the gaming-table, and
the tavern, consume his health and fortune ; till
ruined, emaciated, and forsaken, the wretch is -
left to pine in hopeless despondency ; or unable
tomeet his naked heart alome, terminates his .
vain-glorious career by suicide! Such, alas ! are
foo often the fruits of an improper education.  *

. Young clergymen would be the most proper
instructors of youth. Being well taught them-
selves, and' coming' ftesh from classic ground, -
- with their faculties-invigorated by polite learn-
1 |
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ing, they are fully competent to the task of in-
culcating knowledge ; and, from their prepara-
tory study, of ethics, they aie proper gnardinnl
of the morals of others.

Men of genius would find ample room for their
active minds to expatlate, in tracmg, and aldmg,
the development of the human understanding.
Nor will any man of sense object to. the avoca-
tion, who will take the trouble to recoliect that
some illustrious writers have presided over yauth,
as masters and assistants in academies. Milton,
Johnson, and Goldsmith, * poured the fresh in
séruction o’er the mind ;” nor. can we rationally
consider that employment as a degradation of

taleats, which contributes so essentially to the .

diffusion of knowledge.

When the pupil has been ‘initiated in the ele-
ments of uscful science, and while the susceptible
heart throbs with generons feelings, the beauty
of morality should be exhibited in the most en-
gaging garb. The simple and sublime precepts
of Christ, will awaken that benevolence which is
the source of humau felicity on earth. The tator

will have an opportunity to contrast.the fanciful -

doctrines.of the heathen, with the. elevated and
gadlike dignity of Christianity ; and the unerning
precept, “ Whatsoever ye would that all men
“should do unto you, do ye even so unto them,”

- will, by making an .¢srly-and: ;permanent ime
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pression, guide the happy bemg in the path of
justice.

Elegant literature, such as poetry, history,
_biography, and natural philosophy, may be studied
with success. With a mind thus imbued with
divine and human knowledge, the youth, when
he steps into the wqrld, will feel and act up to
the dignity of a rational being. He will be a
- column at once to adorn and strengthen the
fabric of souety ; he will perceive his dignified
sitnation in the order of created beings, and
rejoice in the honourable privileges of a man and

~ a Christian.

This sketch is submltted to the consideration
of the middie and lower classes of thé community,
whose very imperfect mode of education requires.
improvement, -especially as many of the school-
masters are incompetent to a trust on which so
much of the happiness of the present and future
- generations depends! Happy, thrice happy,
.would London soon be, if those miserable chil-
dren who are now taught the arts of deceit and
thievery, were taught to read and write, and had
their minds early: fortified with pious precepts, to
enable them to resist the influence of evil com-
maunications. ' o

The human soul comes pure and innocent from .
. the hands-of its holy Creator ; by its union with
the body, it becomes liable to the errors and vices

0
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. of fallen man, yet continues endued with faculties,
which, under proper regulations, are productive

"of good ; while its exquisite susceptibility renders
‘it liable to receive continual impressions from
surrounding objects. Hence the vast import-
ance of our infantine years, and the necessity of
the early and gradual inculcation of the moral
duties.

Parents, look around! behold the little bloom-
ing creatures whom Providence has committed
to your charge. Ab, cultivate their hearts; rec-
tify their judgmeants; and their gratefal reverence
will reward your love! Do not imagine that
your duty to your offspring is cenfined to supply-
ing them with mere necessaries. 'That is, indeed,
indispensable ; but their minds require a much
wore important kind of nutriment. Instil piety
to God, and love te mankind, as the two great
principles of bhuman felicity. 'Teach them to
‘regard the-whole creation as the preduction of
one great and good Being, whose wisdom is un-
beunded. As their facujties expand; let them
be initiated in the prineiples of usefal scienes,

- angd tanght some art conducive to the common

~ geod. Then shadl your daughters be celebrated

for their modesty and virtue, and your sens
become honest, industrious, and wtelligént men,
thie glory of their parents, and an honour to ‘their
country. '
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. MODERN MANNERS,

The English national character, in its state of
unalloyed simplicity in the eountry, is one of the
most amiable in the world. . Dignified, siscere,
~ honest, modest, it resembles Denham’s beautiful
description of the Thames ;

« Though deep, y?t clear; though gentle, yet not dull ;
Strong without rage, without o’erflowing full.”

By mingling with adventuvers from varieus
nations, in London, the purity of the genuine
English charaeter islest. In the city the love
of gain predominates to such a degree that
tradeamen econverse with complaceney on the
subject. of wealth obtained by Quacks, puﬂing
Publishers, and other impuostors.

The pride of merchants awd tradesmen, from
their consciousness of passessing wealth, is dbsurd ;
yot they are as proud. of the cowtemts of their
warehouses and: shopy as if they batl cbtained the
goods mevaly by their ewn mdustry. But m e
philasephical point of viuw, the merchant isthe
mawshossenoasu $o bhe publio, wibs. aftends: to serve
the: purchaser with the produce of a hundred
climnas, '

Bt more ridicodews: is' that pride in dress;
wikick prexsils. among the frivelour ofi betlr sexes

o2 .
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in London. The tailor or milliner might with
some propriety feel complacency, on viewing the
productions of their taste; but the wearer ap-
pears as much gratified with a costly dress, as if
it were a peculiar privilege. '

.Contrasted with opulence, we behold human
_nature reduced to a wretched state of degrada-
tion in this populous city; insomuch that poor
boys are reduced to the necessity of sweeping
chimnies, and indigent old men are compelled by

want to sweep the streets. Menial servants are
" converted into mere machines; and the herd of
perfumers and hair dressers who attend on the
. affluent, obtain their livelihood by flattery and
servility. A step higher is still worse ; for the
vicious, or as it is called the fashionable worid,
gives existence to a train of underlings too
hideous to be mentioned.

The indecent behaviour of young coxcombs in
~ the streets; their scrutinizing stare, and insipid
grin, are at once disgusting to the manly mind,
and a proof that purity of heart is. almost a
stranger among the: fashionable butterflies who
lounge in Bond-street and St. James’s Park.

A dangerous cause of the corruption of man-
ners among the laborious classes are the ale-
houses, especially on a Saturday night, when
- mechanics assemble to receive and to spend. their
week’s wages. Many of the passages of the

¢
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public houses in several parts of the town, are so
_crowded with unfortunate girls, that it is difficalt
to pass along, and they actually stand up in two
rows to allure the inebriated mechanic, who is
induced to indulge in wantonness, while his wife
and children are starving at home.

A most hideous picture of human deprawty is
also exhibited in the passages to the Theatres,
while a multitude of dissolute persons of both
sexes wait to be admitted at half price. The
saloons are still more dangerous to the inconsi-
derate votary of pleasure.

That the Public Theatres of London contri- -
bute much to the refinement of manners will"
scarcely be denied by an accurate ohserver of
human natare ;. but do they not also tend to the
refinement of vice, and the depravation of morals?
They do! and have introduced a certain pertness’
of manners, which is substituted for wit in com-
mon conversation, and an affectation of sensibi-
lity instead of genuine humanity. :

Private Theatres. are particularly pernicious
to society ; at these orgies of folly and rant our
sober citizens insensibly become the votaries of
licentiousness, and the man of the world soon
learns to act a fictitious part both on and off the
stage. This fact has been but too truly ascer-
. tained ; nay, a tradesman who had been a con-
spicuous actor at a private theatre, recently called
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'a meeting of his creditors, who generously com-
promised by.the acceptance of ten shillings in
the pound. In consequence of this prudent step,
~our actor sooii afterwards adorned the front of
his house with a portico, supported by elegant
columns, and surmounted with his name written
in letters of gold! Such is the excellent morality
inculcated at private theatres ; nor are our publie
places of entertainment caleulated to make men
either wiser or better. 'The theatre may amuse
those -beings, who, lolling on the lap of luxury,
sigh for something new ; .but it is an undoubted
fact, that when the gloss of .novelty is worn off,
which at first rendered the stage so enchanting,
almost every person of good sense is disgusted
with the tinsel trappings, and painted faces of the
Thespian tribe, who appear very little superior
to the gesticulators at Bartholomew fair.

At the same time it must be acknowledged,
that the stage, under proper regulations, might
be productive of the most excellent effects in the
improvement of morals, and it indisputably tends
to the refinement of our manners.

Both tragedy and comedy might be engaged
as powerfal auxiliaries of virtue; but they are
but too often the handmaids of sensuality.

- As for pantomime and farce; they were always

puerile and contedvptible ; and such amusements

45 now attraet -the mob near Westminster and
. 9 .
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Waterloo bridges, must give the stranger a earions
idea of the taste of the people of London.
Musical parties are disgraceful to a warliké
people like the English. 'What can be more fri-
volous, effeminate, and absurd, than to behold a
thuscular fellow straining his throat through all
the variations of a modern bruvura, and imitating
theatrical songsters? Such exertions might be-
come an Italian, but they degrade amanly Britoh.

“ Our wivesread novels and our daughters plays ;
To theatres and Fancy Balls they throng,
And all our grace at table is a song.”

EDMUND ROBBED. — RECEIVBS A LETTER
FROM HIS MISTRESS.—IMPRISONED ON A
CHARGE OF FORGERY.—A MOTHER’S LET-
TER TO HER SON.

When Mr. Brownlow concluded, Edmund
said, “ You have, Sir, by the variety of topies

- introduced in your prodaction WMnused me inubh;
and if you publish it, your reputation as a sativist
will, I think, be established. It is now a prépi-
tious moment to offer your pawmphlet ; the Satirisk,
the Scourge, and similar publications, which dib:

. graced the English press; no longer insult the
public eye; ‘and even the palitiral ethios of Cab-
bett, Wooler, .Sherwin and Co. will probably
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cease to inflame the ignorant and discontented
herd of idle and profligate artisans, and a few
thousands of the enlightened and liberal residents

of the metropolis, whose invectives against taxa- -

tion, the ministry, and the episcopacy, originate
in their envy, avarice, and total absence of reli-
gious principle and feeling.” ¢ Why, my friend,”

replied Brownlow, ¢ though I differ from you in
opinion respecting the politics of the day, and
must for the sake of consistency, as a Whig,
occasionally censure Tories in power, who, by-
the-bye, however, are very clever fellows, or
they could not have retained their places so long ;
yet you are perfectly right as to the probable
success of my trivial observations on society,

and if every lover of scandal in London and

Westminster will only patronise my work so
far as to purchase a copy, the sale will exceed
even that of Moore’s Almanack. But enough
of this ; you know we are to go to the Fancy
Ball in **##*x*xx## square next Friday night;
I shall eall at Mr. Bolton’s about ten o’clock,
and shall expect you to be ready at that hour.”
This point being settled, Edmund parted with
his friend ; as he proceeded to the entrance of
Mitre Court, the passage was crowded by a
promiscuous throng, attracted to the spot by a
dispute between two gentlemen. Edmund en-
deavoured to pass through the crowd, but found
.- 1

<
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himself very much jostled by several young men
who surrounded him, and one of whom strack
him with his elbow in the breast. While he
pushed the assailant from him, and by a blow in
the temple brought him down, he felt his coat
pocket violently pulled, and in putting down his
hand found that his skirt was cut in several -
places, his inside pocket cut open at the bottom,
and his pocket book, containing bank notes to
a considerable amount, taken away. There was
no redress, and having now reached Fleet-street,
~he called a coach, and on his arrival at Mr.
Bolton’s hastened up stairs to chiange his coat,
_for the purpose of concealing his misfortune.
His money was now considerably dimipished ;
he was convinced that Brownlow’s account of
the turpitude of civilized man was just; and
sighed to think that a eommunity, which afforded
such numerous gratifications as that of London,
should thus abound with depredators, who were a
disgraceto the human species.

When he went down to join Mr. Bolton’s
social circle in the drawing-room, a letter was
presented to him, which at the first glance he
knew to be in the handwriting of Lady Frances

He put it in his pocket with some
emotion, which was observed by Mrs. Bolton,
who smiling said, * You are rather incurious,
Mr. Vere, respecting the contents of the letter,
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and yet I think I perceived that you were some-
what affected by the superscription, how far the
contents may prevail in exciting similar emotions,
is yet unknown.” ¢ O Madam,” replied Ed-
mund in a cheeriul tone, “ this epistle is merely
from a young friend, with whom. I have been
acquainted about three weeks; it is probably
unimportant. As for the concern, the traces of
which you perceived in my countenance, it atose
partly from the circumstance of my having been
robbed in the street this evening.” ¢ Ab, my
- friend !’ exclaimed Mr. Bolton, * you must
learn to keep good hours, and a sharp look oat
too, if you hope to escape from the dexterity of
our active citizens. Bnt how much did you
ose?” ¢ About one bundred and fifty pounds,
8ir, which I imprudently kept in my pocket
book ; bat I thought it safe in'my inside pocket.
The pickpocket, however, by cutting a few geo-
metrical’ figures on the skirt of my coat, soon
opened an entrance, to my treasure, and I deserve
" te lose i for my inattention.”

About ten o’clock Edmund complained of a
sllgbt indisposition, and xpade that a pretext for
retiring to his bedchamber at that early hour.
On entering the room he broke open the letter
with all the eagerness of a successful lover, and
read tﬁelfollowing'lines. :
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DeEAR EDMUND,

The unexpected return of my father from
the continent, requires this brief notification of
an. event with which bur mutual happiness.is so.
intimately connected. He arrived at.noen to-
day in ‘excellcnt health and spirits, and purpases
to set out With me to Renfrew Custle in Scot~
land ; . so. that ‘unless ‘we are to be separated:
_ beyond the probability of a futwre union, or évet'
a meeting, it will be requisite for you to mest
wme at -the house of a friend, No. —, Conduit-
street, Bond-street, to-morrow evening at eig'ﬁt
o’clock. Your determination daring that intefs
view will decide the fate of your

FrANCES *‘****.

“ Then we must get .the start of the old gen-
_tleman,” cried- Edmund, “ and at Gretha, ih
his native country, realize that bliss te Which an
austere and proud pareat ‘would never consent.”
He then opened his trunk, arid examined the
state of his funds: nearly one hundred pounds
yet remained. “ It will be quite sufficient for
oor matrimonial excursion,” said he, ¢ and affers
wards my father will readily give us a supply.”
With these pleasing reflexions he vétired to rest,
and fell asleep amid that delicions revérte i
which the anticipations of approaching befpitiess
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passed through his imagination in all the beau-

~ teous forms of love, embellished with gayest

tints of hope, and illumined by the sunny smiles
of joy. He little knew the twofold peril to which
be was exposed, by the wiles of a demirep, and
the arts of a sharper. '

Next morning after breakfast Edmund went
to his chamber, and made up a small parcel of
luggage for the following night’s intended elope-
ment. As the morning was frosty, and the
weather fair, he walked out on a morning visit
to Sir Thomas Touchstone ; but he had not pro-

- ceeded four hundred yards from Mr. Bolton’s

door, when he was accosted by a man who fol-
lowed him, with' the inquiry, ¢ Pray, Sir, is
your name Vere?” * Yes, Sir,” replied Edmund.
“ Edmund Vere, Sir?”’ ¢« Yes,” rejoined Ed-
mund, with some surprise at the inquisitiveness
of the stranger, ¢ that is my name, why do you
ask ’ ¢« Because, Sir, [ have a warrant-against
you on a very serious charge. I request, Sir,
that you will make no resistance,” continued
the man, seeing Edmund look angry. «I

- am an officer of the police, Sir, and am

merely doing my duty. You must come with

‘me, Sir.” 'The officer then pulled out a

pistol, and making a signal to another con-
federate, a coach was called, in which Edmund
went with the two officers to the Police Office:
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in Queen Square, where a magistrate was then
sitting.

When Edmund entered the -office, he was
recognised by the jeweller to whom he bad paid
the Bank Post Bill which he received from Ray-
mond. “ This, may it please your worship,”
said the tradesman, ¢ is the person who paid me
the forged bill.” A clerk from the Bank of
England attended to prove the forgery. Ed-
mund inquired whether he might send for a
friend; but the magistrate, ratlier sternly, in-
formed him that his offence was not bailable ;
and without hesitation wrote his mittimus. He
was conveyed in a coach without delay to New-
gute, and on entering this abode of misery and
crime, was taken to a felon’s cell. He was
shocked, and inquired whether he could not be
accommodated with a better apartment. “ Yes,
yes,” replied the turnkey,  if you can command
money ; its power is great even in a prison.”
¢ Then take me to. a more comfortable place.”
The turnkey, however, locked him in; but re-
turned in about half an hour, and led him to a
room tolerably furnished, and where a good fire
softened the rigour of a winter’s day. The turn-
key now desired to know whether he wished for
refreshments, .and Edmund ordered a mutton
chop and a bottle of wine. Not that he felt the
eravings of hunger, but because he supposed that
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the pmﬁts of whatever he ordered would cause
the tumkey to treat him with more attention and
bhumanity. He then wrete to Mr. Bolton, with
a short account ef his situation, and gave the
turnkey a crown to dispatch an errand boy with
the letter. .
When alone, Edmund endeavoured to calm
the perturbation of his mind. " The events of the -
morning had been so unexpected, as well as
calamitous, and passed in such rapid snccession,
that a review of them seemed like an unpléasant
‘dream ; but when he looked around, and beheld
the bolts and bars with which he was environed,
he sheddered with instinetive horror at his
dreadfid sitwation, and sickened while he exe-
erated the treachery of mankind. '
While he indulged these gloomy reﬂectlons,
the door of his apartinent was opened, and Mr.
Buersil entered with a countenance as pale as
death. He bhappered to be passing as Edmmmd -
stepped out of the coach, and the idea that he
might be of some service, indueed him to cal¥ at
the prison, on his retérn from a printmg effice
to which he was teking some copy of a work .
which was then in the press. There was some
consolation in the presence of an acquaintanee ;
and, as Edmund arose to shake hands with
Buersil, tears started fromr the eyes: of the York-
shire critic, while he exclaimed, « @ood Beaven?
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Mr. Vere, what can this mean? Why do I see
you here ¥’ HEdmund then, in a few words,
* informed his friend of his irreparable misfortune,
and the countenance of the hearer was expressive
of the grief of his mind. ¢ Nothing can save
you, Sir,” said he, “ but the discovery of the
villain, who, while he swindled you out of your
money, meditated your destruction. Do you
know his name, and can you describe his per-
son?” Edmund satisfied Buersil respecting both
these particulars, and he hastened away to em-
ploy a number of police officers to discover the
miscreant. ]

About four o’clack in the afternoon Mr. Bolton
arrived at Newgate. Edmund felt humiliated
a\ this interview ; his friend perceived his cha-
grin, and hiated the necessity of immediately
writing to his father, “ 1 shall write to Mr.
Vere,” said he, * with a simple statement of
ciccugstances ; he will doubtless hasten to Lon-
don, where ¥ hope that our united influence will
extricate you from this dreadful misfortune.”
Edmund concurred with his friend in this plan,
and Mr. Bolton soon afterwards departed from
the. prison,

Dinner was now served up to the solitary-
dupe of metropolitan deception': and notwith-
standing the tremendous abyss into which he
was plunged, yet the excellence of his constitu-
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tion enabled him to take some refreshment with
a good appetite. After dinner he reviewed the
events of his life since his arrival in London, and
discovered that his open and unsuspicious heart
misled bim to cherish too good an opinion of
mankind. But Lady Frances, the lovely and
tender Lady Frances, surely she was not deceit-
ul ; that idea alone operated as a cordial to his
spirits; bat he recollected with grief, that it was
impossible for him to gratify their mutual wishes
by an elopement. An apology was indispensa-
ble: he did not think it decorous to date his
letter from a prison; and therefore wrote as it
appeared from the Chapter Coffee House, in-
forming her that .an . unforeseen event put it
totally out of his power to meet her on the fol-
lowmg evening.

On the fourth afternoon of Edmund’s confine-
ment Mr. Bolton again visited him, and informed
him that his father had arrived that morning, and:
was busily engaged in consulting lawyers on the
nature of the charge against him, and the possi-
bility of effecting his speedy liberation. The
tears filled Edmund’s eyes, and his bosom heaved
‘with filial gratitude and affection to so good a
parent. “ He will visit you this evening, my
friend,” said Mr. Bolton, “ so keep up your
spirits and hope the best. - Your other relations
have not forgot you ; here is a letter from your
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‘mother; .which you will probably like to read
without witnesses ; I shalf, therefore, retire.”
With these words be left the room, and Edmund
with a palpitating heart, and almost overpowered
by his emotions, perused the following effusion of
‘maternallove. : : T P

A MOTHER'S LETTER rro HER: SON, :

Thls is my first letten to:my only som;. and ob'
. in:wha & situation. is my. Edmund ?—The: child
-of my youth, and the darling of my ‘heart; in °
+ prison—perhaps .in chains! . Oh Edwmund!for-
-give.your inother’'s womanish ‘lamientation, for. I
-poust: peur forth the feelings .of my ‘full:beart to
.you,.my: dearest .child ;—instead of. imparting
..camfott to' you, 1 iyself: need comselation—for
-angaish,. bitter and indescribpble anguish, bas
.taken podsession of my soul. I tremble at every
_ gound—Ii dread "every knock at my.dqor, lest
- intelligence, not to be survived, should be. an-
: nqunced: by .some. messenger. When. you. et
ous.for; Loodon, 1 felt sad forehodings- of: avil;
.buit confiding in the virtne of my bos;. I hoped
.iyow would escape:the snares of that seat of .folly

. -and iniquity. . . : "
i+ Llooked. into. Cowpers Task. the other day,

P
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.and turning to-his deseription- of bondon.. ‘met
thu followmg passage: :

« The o shark is thero, B ". r

" And the shark'a prey o
I shuddered at the danger wnth wlnci you. weve
surrounded. The next day’s post brought the

dreadful tidings, that you were imprisoned in
Newgate on a.charge of forgery {: Iomninstant,
Spring Hill House, so long the abode of inno-
cence and serevity, was changed inko 4 house of
‘maourning. “ A better from M. Bokm,” -said
your father. ¢ Are there no letters from: Ed-
- mund, Sw "' exelaimed Marin apd Harrist both
at ence. * No,"” was the reply. .. I kept my eye
on your father while be read, awaiting in quxieus
. expectation of hearing ‘dome -news’ from. yon.
Fle suddenly ccased to.read—turned pale~and
-rising, walked up stairs with the open..letser in
-his hand. I followed hime in- breathless terior.
14 Ie Edmpad ill, my dear?” isaid L -4 No,”
said your - father, in a hollow tone that piereed
my-heart. ' He threw limself on a sofas—gasped
for breath-~and seemed uctuilly: dyimgy, when the
s’ tears 1 gver saw -bim shed, sflerded him
:momentary relief. . 1.threw my arms: reund Jlis
neck and wept with him, still ignprapt of ithe
Fall extent of our commop- calamiity.. At length

“a
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your father said in alow and salemn tone, “ Ed-

mund a criminal—in irons—and in jeopardy of
his life!—bankruptcy, beggary, pain, nay even
death itself were felicity to a degradation like
this.” I could hear no more—iny head grew gid-
dy—the sight forsook my eyes, and with a groan
Iswooned away. On my recovery, I found your
- father and sisters supporting me in bed, and
mingling their tears. ¢ She lives! our Beloved
mother and friend lives!” exclaimed Maria.
“ Thank God! thank God!” wasall your father
could utter, with his eyes turned towards heaven
in solemn devotion. .

Since that time I have been rather unwell, I
weep, yet tears give me little relief;. for the hor-
ror I feel every time I think that my only—my
amiable boy—a youth so universally esteemed and
beloved, has become ‘the victim - of villains, for

- their accomplice he can never have been—to
think that my kind-bearted Edmund, the pride
and hope of our family, now lies imprisoned for a
crime, which is of such a nature as to render even
mercy inexorable—that he may be tried, con-
victed, ¢ondemned—I would not conclude the
sentence for the wealth of England! My child,
on whose honest brow, the dignity. of virtue is so
distinctly impressed, can never suffer**#*#**, No}

- that Providence which protected his infancy and’

youth, will, if a mother’s prayers are heard, yet
P2 .

M
3
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interpose to save my beloved; restore him' to ho-
nourable society, and defeat all the artifices of the
emissaries of hell.

Your pocket-bible now lies open before me,
and I find the following words marked with a
pencil, perhaps by your own hand : ¢ My son,
when sinners entice thee, consent thou not.” Why
did not my dearest child take this celestial moni-
tor with him to London? What are the accom-
plishments of polished life, or the curiosities in-
vented by human ingenuity, in comparison to that
wisdom which at once humanizes, enlightens, ex-
alts, and renovates; and that faith which opens
the portals of immortality and happiness?

I send this letter under cover to Mr. Bolton :
your father set out yesterday for London. Adieu, .
my son! The blessing of a tender, solicitous,
and mournful mother, and above all the protec-
tion and blessing of HTM who is able to save, be
your safeguard -and consolation in this period of
dire tribulation—of imminent peril! Farewell,
my beloved Edmund ! * Your sisters join their
prayers and tears with wmine. Farewell.

MARY VERE.

. Sprivg-Hill House, January 20, 1820.

This tender and monitory letter was perused
by Edmund with various emotions. Sometimes &
strong sense of shame at his own folly, in being
8o _easily outwitted by a sharper ; then indigna-
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tion against the miscreant who had brought him
“into his present. dangerous situation ; but the
predominant idea was grief, for the sufferings of
his pious and affectionate mother. ““Ah!" cried
he, with a voice broken by excessive sensibility
and sympathy, ¢ I have destroyed the health, and
interrupted the serenity of that pure tnind which
never felt anguish for its own indiscretion, be-
cause it has ever been virtuous. My dearest pa-
rent now languishes under the two-fold. affliction
of fear and.sorrow, and my unhappy inexperience
is the cause of her misery. O merciful Creator,
permit me to escape from this destruetive snare
in which I am entangled, and my life shall be de-
voted to thy glory, and the welfare of my fellow
creatures.” Overcome by strong emotion, Ed-
mund threw himself on his' knees, and poured
forth his supplications to the great preserver of
men. His mind was tranquillized by devotion,
and he arose with a presentiment that deliverance
was nigh. Whilst he continued in this state,
his father, accompanied by Mr. Bolton, entered
the room ; . Edmund felt a blush rise to his face as
his father advanced with an extended hand. Mr.
Vere pmsed the hand of his son, but could not
speak, and the youth, quite overcome by the dis-
tress of his parent, turned away his face—sobbed,
and wept audibly. Mr. Bolton took the hands of
the unbappy father and son, and leading them to-
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might rettirn from that-town by the coach? ' wés
compelled by & shower of snow, to seelk shelter -
ifran ale-house on the common. On my'arrival,
I ‘found that several persons had availed them
selvés of ‘the” hospitality "of 'my’ lendlord, and
atriohg others, thtee gentlemen from London, who
had'takén posdession of a small room in the rear
oftHe Roase, separated from a front parlout by o
pattition. ‘' As I sat musing over my gluss ¢f ne-
gus, T heard whispers; and curiosity incited “me
to listen. A’ small crevice in the wal enabled
me to observe the party,-and to hear ‘their dis-
coutse.’ “¥oumust be very éattious, Raymond,”
said ‘one: of them, leaning towards anothier; “or
you will 6¢rtaihly be-taken. ‘Recollect'that your
_étay -in‘or" tear . Londd,” may prove :fatal.”
¢ True,” replied another, * but Mily, my duope
will su‘ﬁ'er, -and then ‘1 need not dread either
witness-or prosecation: In the mean-time, how- -
ever,’it-will be advisable $0:go to. the-continent §
I intend ‘to deep at ———n in -the Bovough 'to:
_ night, and to-morrow morning, before stn-rise, I
shall set ot inr the coach for Bover.”” « That will
be-advisable, Raymoud ; Liwish you a good voy-
dge, and a speedy.jowniey to the 'world unknown
to yont “Lancashire friend.”
"¢ 1 bad now-heard .enbugh;”. coltmned Buen.
sil, “.to:.0ohvince .ime tliat the. crimipal who. be-
trayell wy friend, wasiin view. I started up, in-
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formhed .the landlord secretly-of the circumstance,
who immediately sent to Mitcham for a consta-
ble; and borrowing a sword from my hest, placed
myself niear the door of the room where. Raymond
sat, resolved to take him prisoner, or. die
dn the spot. When the constable arrived, we
entered the room ; surprised the party before
they could stand on their defence, and made
them prisoners. We brought them to.sown in
one of the Mitcham stage coaches, and. - ybu
know the rest.” : .

i Mr. Vere expressed his thanks to. Buersll in
a very animated manuer, and insisted on hie
acceptance of two hundred pounds for the service:
he had rendered his son. Mr. Buersil soon
afterwards parted with Edmund, who was glad
of an opportunity of retiring from -the observa~
tion of his friends, in whose presence, notwith-
, standing his probity, he felt deep humilintion. .

Bat though his pride was deeply wounded, bis
passion for Lady Frances continued uadimi-
nished. 'This he felt the moment he was alone ;
and anxious to learn whether she had been taken
to Scotland by her father, he set out on foot,
soon after diuner, for ber residence in Wimpole-
street.

‘When he-arrived at the door, he found it open,
and passed along the hall unperceived by any of
the servants. Lightly tnppmg up stairs, he ap-
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proached. the door of the drawing.roem,: when
the sound of his charmer’s veice caused him to
stop. She wis in conversation with another
person, and seemed in high spirits, as she highed:
heartily. He listened 2 moment, #nd: frem the
expressions of her companioen, he was cenvisiced:
her father was not present. Jealousy umde. .him,
impetuous and inconsiderate ; -he rushed into the:
apartment, and beheld: his heautiful Dulcimes:
del Toboso, sitting familtarly on:the khee -of a
young gentleman, with her armis sround his
neck, and her head on his breast. - They both -
turned their faces towards the door; Lady Frances
uttered a scream, and fell on the floor; her
companion raised her, placed her on asofa, and
turning fiercely to Edmund, demanded why he
presumed to intrude on his privacy in his own
house. “ Your house ?”’ eried Hdmuad, “is
not this the residence of Ledy: Frances * # *% %3
He was answered by a contemptuous laugh: ftdém
the geutleman, who, turniag to the lady, ex-
claimed, “ Well, Fanny, what new frolic have
you been playing ?* ¢ I’ll tell you' another
time,” whispered she ; “ get this rustic away as
well as you can.” Edmuad heard the latter part.
of her speech; he was now convinced that he
had been nearly allured into marriage.by an
accomplished demirep ; and looking at her with
indignant contempt, he turned on his heel,

3
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wealked:down stairs, and departed from the house
with indescribable feelings. :
. On his return- to Mr. Bolton’s, he joined. tbe
social partys hut bis effort to  appear cheerful
was unsuecessful ; aud from time to time be fell
into: & short and. unpleusant reverse, which his
father, .and Mr. and Mrs. Boltou, attributed to
bis feelings, @ a:review of his late embarrass-
ment. He was rallied into some attention by
the good humour of his host, and was more.
lively towards the close of the evening’s conver-
satioh.” “When he retited to his ¢hamber, how-
ever, - to * meet his ‘naked lieart alone,” he felt
all the mortification and misery of a rustic dupe
to the dangerous artifices continually practised in
" London. * To what. purpose,” - cried he, in
agony, ¢ have I listened to. the cautions of
Brownlew, when I am thus imposed upon at
evety comer? Bat there are gradations of vir
tee,” and models of worth among mankind ; let .
me cultivate an intimacy with them, and be more
cireumspect in ‘my future intercourse with stran- -
gers; for I find, to my deep regret, that—
WA man may smile, and smile, and be a villain,
* At least I'm sure it may be 5o in London.”
CEE . L
As for woman, who could believe that such a,
beautgovg and courteods being, as the girl Ionce
loved, conld be-so unblushing a deceiver ? Never .-
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again will I trust.to my own sagacity in.the choice
of a mistress : no—I must employ Brownlow, or
some other adept in the soience of physiognamny,
to find -that rare .combination of female excel-
lence, a beautiful face, a modest mind, and an
affectionate heart.”” After this rbapsody, Edmund
went to bed, where the ¢ balm of hart minds,”
a sound sleep, operated as a complete restora-

tive.

AN UNEXPECTED EVENT;—A JAUNT TO LAN-
CASHIRE.~—~A FAMILY MEETING.—CONCLU-
SION. '

A week soon passed .:away from the time of
Edmund’s liberation, during which. his father
looked over the state of his accounts with his
partner Mr. Bolton, and when that business was
finished prepared for his return to Spring, Hill
House. Edmund was obliged to appear as a
witness to criminate Raymond, and intended to
remain in town till the termination of the sessions
at the Old Bailey in February ; but an incident
equally unexpected and unforeseen, required his
immediate presence at his birthplace. A letter
from his sister to their father, communicated in-
telligence of a most afflictive nature. It was ag
follows :- ‘ -

2
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DEAR FATHER,

I entreat yoa to return home as speedily as
i)ossible.—My' mother is very ill indeed: she
was so overcome with joy on receiving an ac:
count of Edmund’s release from prison, tbat
nature sank under the strong emotion. She is
now, thank heaven, quite serene ; .but so debili-
tated, that I shudder at my an'ticipatio'n's‘ Per-
haps Edmund can accompany you. Return, 1
beseech you, w:thOIILdelay Co -

MaRrIA me. !
Spring Hill House, Jan, 28, 1820.

Mr. Vere read this letter with inexpressible
anguish, and raising his eyes to heaven, exclaim-
ed, « In what a dreadful series of calamities has
the inexperience of Edmund involved our once
happy’ family! but perhaps the fears of Marid
' have magnified the danger, and my beloved
wife will yet be permitted to cheer and enlighten
hér family and friends.”” He then hastened to
inform his son that their presence was required
at home’; ‘and they proceeded in a chaise and
four, with the velocity of a winter’s gale, towards
Lancashire.

" 'On their arrival at Spring Hill House, -they
'were shocked at-the stillness and solitude of a
spot, so often the scene of rural gaiety and ami-
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mation. Edmund followed his father into the
hall with a heart palpitating with affectionate
apprehension. They went into. the parlour,
where, in a few moments, Maria and Harriet
. came to meet them. The paleness and evident
affliction of the young ladies terrified thejr, father,
who articulated, with extreme difficulty, and in .
a voice almost stifled by emotion, “ How is
your mother?”’ “ Ah, Sir!” -said Maris, in a
quernlous toue, “ she is, I fear ——”  Sebs in-
terrupted articulation, but tears bronght a friendly
relief. -« This morning,” continued she, ¢ Dr.
L————— paid his regular visit ; . he seemed
much alarmed at the state in whlch he found my
. mother, and appeared to consider her recovery
hopeless. He ordered-no medicine; but I per-
snaded ‘my. dear parent to take a little warm
whey, and about four hours ego she sunk into o
deep sleep, from which she has not yet waked,

and perhaps it may prove salutary.” ¢ Q heavenp
. grent that it may!” cried Edmuad, kneelmg
down on the floor, and with upraised eyes and
-hands, while the tears trickled down his cheeks,
he solemnly ejaculated, « Most merciful BEING
of Beiogs, bless\and restore, I beseech Thee,
my parent to ber friends! that mother whom I
ever loved, but whose sacred life I have un-
. wiltingly endangered!” Mr. Vere raised his
san, pressed his band, end sifting down on a sofa
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‘beside him, they gave fall vent to their mournful
foelings'by an effysion of tears, while the young
ladids hasteded up stairs to.be in attendnee upon
théir: mother. !
~n less than half 9n hoﬂr a femsale seryant
.0ameé 10 inform bhe gsentlemea that: her mistross
was awalie, and expected to see them. Edmund
started up, and ¥ollowed ‘his father. They en-
tared she chamber, whene Mrs. Veve, supported
-by her daughters, sat up in the bed.. On their
approach she held vu¢ her hands, and with a leok
of ineffable benignity, and tender: affection, seid,
in-alow 'voice, “ My prayers bave beon beard,
1 am permitted: 40 sde my dearest friends ugain.”
Sbhe paused. Mr. Vere held her rigit
hand, and Bdmund ber left, while they bent ten-
‘derly over her. . What a change bad ten dwys
made in the appearance of this excellent woman!
She was only in her fortieth year, and adumvived =
by her friends and acquaintance for the beawy
of her persou, and the amiableness of her dispo-
sition, But the vermeil bleom: of health which
lately odorned ber check, gawve place te the
faded hne of the witheresl rose ; her cyes, which
beamed with the smimation of heaith, and :the
beauty of sentimant, were now hollow, yet they
still. glistenad with Lhe light of sensibility ; - her
festures were shrank, and the expressisn of her
pallid countenance was that of extreme debdlity.
Mr. Vere gazed on the rins of his Mary with
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~ grief and tenderness—he would have spoken, but
~ -a'solemn awe interrupted the speech of all present,
-except the dying saint. “ You are both welcome
home,” said she ; “ my last wish is gratified by
.your. presence. . My ‘departure will now be a
trinmph. My ever faithful and tender husband,
bow with resignation, as I do, to the will of
-gur GoD-—for our daughters, I have neo. fear—-
:they are both amiable and pious, and as such are
under the padrticular protection of OmNIPO-
-‘¥BNCE—our Edmuand too, restored to honour,
.reputation, and:society, will, L trust, be preserved
from.foture evil; . My dear Edmand,” continued
she, turning her-eyes towards her son, ¢ your re-
4turis in.safety has rehlized my hope—beware of
~exil ;communications; read your bible; let it
«ver be. your guide,: and you .will be. happy
‘for-ever.--1.now have dowe ‘with life-—-yet these
earthly ties~————""said she, in a voice attuned
by . tenderness, - while she gazed -alternately on
her busband and soas—= the heart feels a:pang
at. parting with those we love”’————-8She paused
——feebly. pressed the hands whithiheld hers-—
thea sunk down in the.arms of her daughters,
and iwith a deep sigh explred while her happy
spirit; soared to the blissful regions of immor-
tality. . Bat. what pen could describe the scene
which ensued, or the grief of the survivors ?' * *
L 25F AN SN TN TR A I TR K B I N N
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FREE STRICTURES .~

ON

ENGLISH LITERATURE.

Dans Dart dinteresser consiste Dart d'éerire.  DELlLLe.

Ir we estimate the intellectual powers of a
people by their literary productions, those of the
English will be found of the first order, and en- .
titled to pre-eminence. Beautiful specimens of
style and composition, on every subject which
can gratify the curiosity, improve the knowledge,~
or polish the manners of a human being, may be
found in our language ; and we can produce the
works of native philosophers, poets, and histo-
rians, unequalled by those of the literati of any
other nation either ancient or modern. For this
peculiar excellence in the brightest emanations
of the mind, we are principally indebted to the
Reformation, which first set the inquiring spirit
of man free, and erected that powerful organ of
knowledge, the Press. Science and taste, of-
fered their powerful aid to trath; the vatuable
facts, discovered and recorded by the experimen-
Q
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tal philosopher, were adorned with the graces of
poetical - and prosaic composition, and wisdom
and beauty were united by reason.

We have now the treasures of ancient and mo-
dern literature in our native language, for seve-
ral of our ingenions and learned men have, by
spirited and elegant translations of the ancient
classics, and of the valuable works of Continen-
tal writers, enriched the English library with the
wisdom of all ages; and thus, in the true spirit
of universal benevolence, imported whatever was
rare, elegant, or beautiful in-foreign languages,
and exported their own ariginal productions, to
ipstruct and enlighten the comparatively unin-
formed and superstitious nations of Christendom,
nay, of every part of the habitable glohe. The
, English reader may now obtain, from the works
and translations of his countrymen, snfficient in-
formation for every purpose of utility or enter-
tainment ; and this communicable facility, has
contributed to a general taste- for literature, and
the consequent increase of books. in this apulent
country ; insomuch, that a library is now eonsi-
dered as indispensable io 2 maguificent mansion,
as any other kind. of ornamental and costly fur-
niture, Nor is this love of knawledge confined
to the quleut.. for many industriens tradesmen,
and ingenious a.rtlsans, expend that maney im
the purchase of bonks which their mare impyro-
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vident or vulgsr neighbours would have wasted
in Bacchanalian orgies ; and thus, a very general
diffusion of scientific, moral, and divine truth,
has gradually exalted the character of the nation
for correct habits of thinking, and improved: good
sense, above that of other European contempora-
ries. Indeed, a retrospective glance at the pro-
gressive- improvement of our national literature, -
will afford a pleasing illustration of our present
manners, morals, and the superior civilization
which we have so happily attained.

The comprehensive and invaluable works of
Bacon, Locke, NEWTON, and other English
philosophers, enriched our literature with the
treasures of human wisdom ; while the sublime
and pathetic poetry of SHAKSPEARE and MiL-
TOX, and the harmonious productions of Dry-
D&N and PoPE, established the superiority of the -
British muse. These immortal sages and bards
were succeeded by other authors, whose taste and
judgment gave the last polish to the language in
which they wrote, while their lively censure of the
foibles and vices of their contemporavies, and
their eléquent recommeundation of a pure and
practicable morality, improved the manners of

- the age. At the commencement of the eigh-
teenth century England could bodst of men of-
genius whose excellence in every species of com-
position was unequalled in the world. English

Q2 .
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 literature was brought. to the highest possible
perfection by the emulative efforts of ApDIsSoN,
Pore, WatTs, Rowe, Swirr, Gay, and
THoMSON. These elegant writers were suc-
-ceeded by JouNsoN, GoLpsMiTH, HAWKES-
WORTH, YOUNG, GRAY, sad several other
eminent authors, whose productions at once con- .
tributed to the refinement of language, manners,
and morals; and in the present age, COWPER,
by his exact descriptions of rural scenery, and
modern manners; his manly censure of profligacy:;
and his impressive and energetic illustrations of
the value of civil and religious liberty, and the
happiness communicable by humanity -and piety,
has promoted the best interests of society with
greater success than all his coatemporaries.
A general taste for the beauties of literature
has thus been happily cherished in England,
where the most powerful efforts of the free and
enlightened human mind have been  saccessfully
exerted for individual reputation and pnblic be-
vefit. Reading has in the present age become a
favourite amusement with the people.of this
country ; from the opulence supplied by masu-
factures and commerce, the art of printing has
‘been improved at least to a co-equal degree of
elegance and beauty with any other of the fine
arts, and a very general dissemination of know-
ledge and intellectual entertaipment has conse-
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quently been effected, especially among the gen-
“teel classes of society. From this universality of
reading, a considerable number of writers have
sprung up, and the utmost facility has been af-
forded to their literary essays by those periodical
publications termed magazines, which presented
a favourable medium for the voluntary contribu-
tions of youthful genius, in its first efforts for the
acquisition of popular -approbation. :

Another species of -literary composition has
for ages been generally patronized in England.
Tbe natural, love of novelty suggested to inven-
tive genius, the production of romances. Seve-
ral voluminous narratives, abounding with mar-
vellous exploits and incidents of the days of chi-
valry, for centuries occupied the shelves ‘appro-
priated to prosaic works' of fiction ; but these
were displaced to make room for those lighter
_pieces, known, by the general name of Novels, in
which every variety of romantic composition was
adopted, according to the taste of the writer.
‘These productions soon became popular ; in them
the intrigues, perilous adventeres, vicissitudes,
and sufferings- of lovers, were detailed ‘in the fa-
miliar style of conversation, and the inagination
‘was captivated by a narrative related with an
ease and ingenuity which gave it all the charms -
of reality, The novels of RicHARDSON, FiELU-
ING, SMOLLETT, and GOLDSMITH, have estab-
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lished our claims to superiority in this branch of
literature, though our countrymen undoubtedly
availed themselves of the aid of foreign novels
and romances; and it must be acknowledged,
that for gennine, amusing, and characteristic sa-
tire, we have no composition in our language
equal to Don Quixote, and Gil Blas; works which
have immortalized their authors, and established
the claims of CERVANTES and Lz SAGE, to the
admiration of mankind. :

'The epistolary novels of RicHARDSON became

so popular, that numerous imitators appeared and
. vanished in succession. Circulating libraries
now began to be established in the most popu-
lous eities and towns of Bngland, and reading -
gradually became one of the amusements of the
common people. -Publishers, who had hitherto
treated authors with civility and even respect,
began to assume more consequence, and this was
inereased by the servility of a new tribe of hiterati;
those translators, abridgers, and compi]ers; who
produced a variety of mutilated works, such as
abridgments of Upiversal Histary, Tours; and
the Beauties of eminent poets and prose writers.
- In poetry, there bas also been a considerable
revolation of taste, and like most innovations, it
bas been prejudicial. Our medern satirsts, par-
ticularly CHURCHILL, DR, WoLcor, and LorD
. BYRON, are equaHy sarcastic and illiberal. An-
3
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other description of poets sprung owt of modern:
refinement. DR. DAgwIN, with his  «gossa.
mery lines;” his repulsive personifications; his
gorgeous ornaments ; and. his philosophic gravity,
rendered his ¢ Loves of the Plants,”’ more absurd
and less. attractive than Qvid’s Metamorphoses:
He was praised and idolized by these sensitive
souls whose:nerves were braced to- a perfect unis
son with his melting melody ; bat the poet and
his admirers, unfortunately for themselves, sunk
to the inevitable oblivion of dallness and false
taste. Andther description of rhymsters:obtained
a tempporary patronage. The Della Crusca tribe
of affectation and rant, for a while abused ‘the
public. ear; and these sonorous witlings ‘were
~ succeeded by the exquisite votaries of simplicity,
who came forward with their claims to popular
admiration. Among these, SouTHEY, COLE-
R106B, WORDSWORTH, CAMPBELL, and even
THuBLWALL and MONTGOMERY, claimed the
meed of simple poetry : and simple indeed it was.
But SouTHEY,; undeterred by his failure as o
simple son of the muses, .aspired to be sublime.
It bad long been ackuowledged that we oould
only. boast of: ome apic’poet, but the patriotid
Robert Sauthey resolved that we - sheuld have:
two; and lest- his first -heroie effort should bat
be sufficiemt .to substantiate his claims; he fa.. -
voured the world with a:second and a third nadr-
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rative in blank verse. Other performers on the
lyre, like the ancient competitors for the crowa
at the Olympic Games, also aspired to the fame
of epic bards, and in this age, so prolific of me-
morable eveunts, and rapid improvements in all-
the arts," we can enumerate - three epic poems
from the pen of SOUTHEY ; one by PYE ; one by
CuMBERLAND; and one by COTTLE ; besides
three epic ballads by the indefatigable ScorT!
A severe critic may indeed exclaim : ¢ You can-
‘not with propriety call those rhapsodies epic
poems ; compared with the Paradise Lost, they
vanish like stars on the approach of solar light.”
This may be true; but no liberal critic will ex-
pect impossibilities. 'These .gentlemen all mis-
took their talent when tbey touched the lyre of
Apollo.

- ‘While our poetry has thus descended into the
regions of absurdity, and the Bathos, with the ex-
ception of Cowper's Task, which rises among -
modern verse like an oak sarrounded by under-
wood, the art of novel and romance-writing hgs
been brought to a degree of perfection, to which
RicaarpsoN and PIELDING were strangers.
Indeed, so 'ra,pid has been the production of
novels, and so strong the similarity of character
and ‘incidents, that with the mer® variation of .

names, the majority of them might be supposed:
to have been prepared for the press by the aid of
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a copying-machine. The mferlonty of those
. productions, however, has contributed to, that
superficial flippancy, and assuming impertinence,
so perceptible in the world; and vice, mingled
with absurdity, was introduced about twenty
years ago by the translation of German romances
and plays. These extravagant productions of a
wild and vitiated imagination, gave a new direc-
tion to the current of popular taste. Nothing.bnt
ruined castles, the rendezvous of banditti, or sup~
~ posed abode of spectres, could be endured ; and
after the nerves of our wives and daaghters had
been sufficiently agonized by those monstrous
'prodnctions of foreign intellect, a few of our
own worthies took up the pen to assert the
honour of British absurdity. Among these pa-
triotic seribes, the celebrated ANNE RADCLIFFE
was pre-emirlent. By her detailed descriptions
of pheantoms that filled. ber phrenetic imagina-
tion, landscapes that never met the human eye,
and woods and rocks that mever appeared in .
picturesque wilduess on the summit of the airy
precipice, and her animated sketches of Italian
assassins, half-consumed corpses, pictures gver.
hung with crape, daggers encrusted with blood,
and chains fastened to rocks in subterraneam
darkness; this enchantress conjured up a host of
horrors, which trevisited the reader in terrific
dreams, and altogether formed such a combis
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nation of absurdities as might be expected to
emanate from the mind of a writer who was after-
wards the inmate of a mad-bouse. ANNE RaD-
CLIFFE, however, neglected to give her novels
that tincture of sensuality requisite for the grati-
fication of certain readers; but a kind genius
- took 'up the pen to supply that deficiency, and in
his Monk, presented all the seductive abomina-
tions which an inflamed imagination, a cdrrupt
heart, and a mind devoted to demonology, could
,bestow. 'That the hideons romaneces of this
English sensunalist, and the immoral dramatic-
pieces of KOTZEBUE, and SCHILLER, have viti-
ated thousands among the, higher classes of so- -
ciety, is evident from the frequent trials for adul-
tery, which from time to time disgraced -our
Courts of Justice. The pernicious inflaence of
ribaldry and profaneness is now somewhat di-
minished ; obe of the promoters of adaltery has
amsumed a more dignified character; and -the
vicious votarics of sensuality will not, it is to be
hoped, agaio be able to boast of the example of
a great debauchee, in vindication of their debass
ing guossits.  Such’are some of the most -dan-
gerous érrers arising from the abuse of the pen,
and: the priess, in this free country ; bat mankind,
though born 'to error, have ako an inherent pre-
dispositien to virtue. 'The. present time affords

~ the animating prospeet of an amelioration of
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morals by a general dissemination of the.prin-
ciples of truth, through the medium of that gift
of divine mercy, the Bible; and under the pro-
tection of Providence, we may expect a gradual -
and durable improvement of public manners,
and the consequent disappearance of levity and
impiety, in a community where that sacred anti-
dote to infidelity, and vice, is in general circala-
tion. On this subject, the bighest flights of
eloguence would not be hyperbolical ; nor could
the utmost aspirations of genius completely de-
scribe the celestial felicity conferred by the
' CHRISTIAN RELIGION on mankind emancipated
from the bondage of vice. The Bible is indeed
the 'harbinger of . divine philantbropy, which at
once reveals the promise of future bliss, affords
an aotepast of endless happiness, and presents
the cup of immortality to the trembling- and
thirsty lips of devout and grateful human beings.
With the more extensive circulation of the
Scriptures, a cansiderable falling off in'the pro.
duction of novels is at present perceptible. The
public mind seems satiated with a repetition of
dull novels, published in many volames at gn -
exorbitant price. A spurious kind of meral pro-
ductien has, indesd, been manufactured by “ ready
writers,” for the accommodation of polite reli- -
gionists, usder the titles of < Ceaslebs in Search
of a. Wife,”” «.Salf Gantrol,” < Discipline,” $oos
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and these purified amatory pieces, are actually
admitted into the houses of strict moralists, who
are deceived by the specious semblance of
virtue, :

Such is the general state of English literature,
which at this moment is se various, multifarious,
and extensive, that it would require the applica-
tion of many years to examine the modern pro-
ductions of the press. ‘Indeed, so re-productive
are those compilers who increase or diminish the
works of authors to the size required by their
employers the Publishers, that they may be com-
) pared to thistles, and other pernicious plants,
which scatter their seeds around, and occupy the
soil in which something truly valuable might have
been brought to perfection. The warehouses of
the dealers in printed paper may be compared to
“a rank and unweeded garden,” where vala-
able and useless productions of the same soil
spring up together; the one affording whole-
some -nutriment, the other diffusing pestilential
effluvia around. 5

‘We can, indeed, boast of a few living authors,
whose works will delight and instruct posterity.
Far be it from the candid satirist to.indulge, for
a moment, the unfounded prejudice which would
exalt the merit of our ancestors by the deprecia-
tion of contemporary geunius ; at the same time it
must be acknowledged with regret, that our most
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estimable, are not always our most popular wri-
ters. Those authors who stoop to amuse the
giddy throng, at the expense of their moral prin-
ciples, are too often saccessful ; but sterling merit
will survive such worthless and temporary pro-
ductions, as the ever-green flourishes in perennial
beauty amid the- decays of surrounding vegeta- -
tion. Letnot a passion for fame tempt the man
of genius from the path of rectitude into the wild
regions of licentious imagination. The task of
an author is the most important imaginable ; it
is his duty to ameliorate the morals of society ;
but errors disseminated by his seductive. elo-
quence, may deprave thousands of intelligent
beings! Let him also reflect, that his most secret
studies are open to the eye of an omnipresent
Creator, to whom he must be accountable for the
use he makes of his talents. Under this awful
impression, he will devete his mental powers to
virtue, and endeavour to the utmost of his ablll-
ties to instruct the reader.

- The novels of Richardson, Fielding, Smollett,
Goldsmith, delighted their contemporaries by
faithful descriptions of nature, and exact exhibi-
tions of character; and they still ‘amuse. In
imitation of those masterly romancers a host of
inferior-writers appeared, and

« Corresponding misses filled the ream,
With sentimental frippery and dream.”
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But the works of these ephemera .have long®
been removed from the shelves, and another race
of novelists exerted their abilities to charm and
astonish young ladies and gentlemen. That
affectation of refined sentiment uttered in the
silly phraseology, supposed by those -sapient
writers to be the perfection of fashionable cen-
versation, was both ludicrous and. nonsensical.
Even Miss Edgeworth’s Tales of Fashionable
Life, are in some instances liable to this censure.
What opportunity bad this recluse’ spinster,. or
the still more refined old maid, Miss More, to
make observations on persons of quality, except
at the public theatre ? Yet such censorions gos-
sipping as fills their pages, has long .been esti-
mated by the ignorant reader as faithful sketches

of characters and manners. o 4

. Another class of novel-writers, without the
abilities of Mrs. D’Arblay, Miss More, or Miss
 Edgeworth; certain esquires, knights of the post,
-and ladies who have been abandoned by their
\  proteclors, sit down and compose such. a farrago
of scandal and falsehood as ¢« The Spirit of the
Book,” « The private History of the Court of
England,” and similar litexary forgeries for mere
emolument, and written in a style which sets
.criticism at defiance. If such writers. were to
become English classics, we should soon degene-
rate into the barbarism of the fifteenth eentury ;

/
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* but happily for the honour of our country, its
language is too firmly established to yield to any
innovation; such - productions are the mere
bubbles of literature, and like bubbles, they dis-
appear successively, while the true imitations of
nature and passion remain.

Yet let us not be too confident of the stability
of our excellent language, for at this moment its
purity is menaced by no common attempt to re-
introduee vulgarity among us. In books, as in
dress, and furniture, that capricious goddess,
Fashion, from time to time assumes the authority
of an arbitress, and her dictates are obeyed by
the p assive, the giddy, and the gay. Novelty
ever charms the crowd, and whoever can pro-
duce something  new, st_rahge, and urcommon,
may anticipate temporary success. Thus the
mwetrical Tales of Walter Scott produced a rich
harvest to the author and publisher, and the ro-
mances of an anounymous Scot, bave since be-
witched the gude folks of England, to a degree-
of frenzy unequalled evea by that absurd rage
for German novels and plays, which inflamed the
smagination of thousands in Lendon, in the be-
ginning of the present cemtury. Nothing less
than the blasphemous execrations of continental
benditti, and atheistical villains, could satisfy the
lovers of sublime composition then; dnd it ap-
peaxs, thet nothing but the coarse manmners,
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savage ferocity', disgusting amours, and insane

‘raving of Caledonian fanatics, and lunatics, can

please now. Even the public theatre resounds
the melodious names of Donocha Dhu, Dumbi-
dikes, Madge Wildfire, and Macgregor; and
sober citizens, with their wives and daughters;
eagerly peruse the advemtures of profligates,
Border robbers, and Scotch beldams,' in the
drawing room; or hasten to behold the repre-
sentation of those interesting personages on the
stage, where, happily for the morals of the audi-
tory, the characteristic sentiments of knaves, and
fools, are mostly delivered in a dialect which re-
quires the aid of a glossary.

By adroit management those nerthern bub-
bles have been kept afloat for several months,
to the great emolument of the authors and pub-
lishers. The authors, for it cannot be supposed
that such exquisite productions of genius ema-
nate from a single mind, have hitherto, like onr
literary reviewers, worked unseen, and as dark-
ness is one source of sublime emotion, obscurity
renders their romances doubly valuable. Va-

‘rious modes of puffing have been reserted to for

the excitement of public curiosity, and to effect
the transfer of the aurum tangible from English

‘into Scottish coffers. Sometimes Walter Scott

is the reputed author, then the son of a Scotch
Baronet, whose honourable parent will not let,
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him publish his narhe as a romancer, is reputed
to be the enviable favourite ; but the probability
18, that those .novels and tales are the offspring
of the 'brains of several money-loving Scotch-
men, including those original geniuses, the
EpiNnBurecH REVIEWERS. Hence, the suc-
cess of Caledonian Romances is almost certain,
for the publishers have two strings to their bow ;
" first, an unequalled production of genius, the
" principal beauties of which are concealed in
language ‘as unintelligible as the prophgtic re-
sponses of the ancient oracle at Delphos, and
afterwards, the advantage of a favourable review
by a friend to the firm.

Like our successful tragedlam, those authors
_ bave profited by the influence over the mind of
the reader, obtainable by a,masterly develop-
ment of the violent passions of human nature.
Hence, delight and terror are alternately ex-
cited, and the attention captivated by those cele-
brated narrafives. They have also chosen a
remote period for the fable, the incidents of
"which are narrated in a dialect, the obscurity
and ‘barbarism of which places it beyond the
grasp of English criticism. Indeed, these inge-
nious novelists may be compared to alchymists,
who have discovered that long-sought-for desi-
deratum, the philosopher’s stone, by which Cale-
donian brass is transmuted into English gold,

R
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and while they dance in a circle round their
-crucible, like the witches in Macbeth round the
cauldron, they may trinmphantly exclaim, in the
words of a French proverb,

¢ O P'utile secret que de mentir apropos.”

- The success of ingenious Scotchmen in the
art of novel and romance writing, has given
them a decisive pre-eminence in a species of
composition to which they heretofore had no
elaim., The ecelebrity of the Scottish nation in
various branches of science and the useful arts,
has, indeed, been great for ages. In medicine,
surgery, criticism, and compilation, or beak-
making, the philosophers and literati of the
northern division of our island have long ob-
tained distinction. Nor have their improve-
weats in agriculture been txivial; and as for
horticulture, a Seotch gardener is almost as com-
mon as a Scotch piper. Even the produce of
the Eaglish corn field often undergoes the skil.
- ful manval operation of a Caledoniap baker,
before it is fit for the nice palate of an English
In. medern, or rather ephemeral literature,
they evidently mspire to be vhe menapolisis of
genius, and even to regmlate the prices of the
book-market. In what other period of khe hign
tory of Brilish, fur it cannol he colled English
2 B
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liferature, were eight shillings demanded for a
volume in twelves, written in a jargon which

required the elucidations of a glossary or lexicen

to enable the common reader to understand it?

Baut sneh is the charm of novelty, and sach the

imposing influence of genuine impudence com-

bined with ingenunity, that the vulgarisms of the

semi-barbarians of former ages, have prevailed

. for a time over the refined language of Addison,

Pope, and Johnson, and every pretty lispiag

miss, and every fashionable coxcomb, must run

the risk of suffocation by pronouneing words of

* Gaslic etymology, while the drawing-room re-

echoes the sonorous an¢h guttural phraseology of -
the wild mountaineer, instead of the elegant

language of Rousseau, or the more musical verses
of Petrarch.

Puwring the influence of this new species of
compesition, the progress of cerrect articulation
is not only prevented in England, but even the
Scotch themselves, who were acquiving a pheas-
ing facility in the pronunciation of what may
" now be termed the obsolete English langwage, -
are obliged to tern with & silly kind of approba-
tion to the study of ¢ Christ Kirke on the Greew,”
« The €herrie and the Slue,”’ and simikr pro-
ductions of the Scottish muse. ¥ faet, Scetch
snuff and Hcottisk phraseology, bid fair te .ex-
tinguish e pussion for rappee and! French, wor

R2
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does it seem unreasonable, that after the nice
noses in high-life have been tickled with pungent .
snishin, the fine ears of the polite world should
be harmonized in. perfect unison by such melli-
fluent and enchanting phrases, as, ¢ And so the
auld carle,” said Madge, «“ I wish ye had seen
him sgoiting about, aff ae leg on to.the other,
.wi’ a kind o’ dot-and-go-one sort.o’ motion, as
if ilk ane o’ his twa legs bad belanged to sindry
folk.”

Bat this short extract i8 not suﬁiclent to illus- ,
trate the energy, significance, and propriety. of
the present fashionable Scottish dialect; it . may
‘therefore be proper to quote the following dia-
logue, which may serve as a model of polite
courtship, worthy of the imitation not only of
our cocknies, but even persons of quality.

Suddenly changing his tone, he resolutely said,

—¢ Jeanie, I will make ye Lady Dumbiedikes
afore the sun sets, and ye may ride to Lunnon i in
your ain coach if ye like.” - '

¢ Na, Laird, that can nqver be—my father’s
grief—my sister’s sitnation—the discredit to you.”
-« “ That’s. my basiness,” said Dumbiedikes, « ye
wad say naething about that if ye were na a fule
- —yet, Llike jye the better for't—ae wise body s
aneugh in the married state.” .

“ But, Laird,” said Jeanie, « I ,llke another
man lgette:-, than you, and I canna marry ye.™
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* Another man better than me, Jeanie ?’ said
Dumbiedikes—¢ how is that possible >—It's no
. possible, woman—ye hae kenn’d me sae lang.”

“ Ay but, Laird,” said Jeanie, with persever-
ing simplicity, « T kenn’d him langer.”

But as the admirers of romance seem almost
satiated with such wretched gibberish, the Edin-
burgh junto, ever solicitous to obtain praise and
pelf; have recently cultivated a new field of ima-
gination. IVANHOE is the first fruits of their
ingenuity, and for this Tale, in three pocket

~ volumes, they have the conscience to demand

thirty shillings! Hence, it appears, that the li-
terary merchandise imported from the northern
side of the Tweed, rises regularly in proportion
to the folly of purchasers, and the price may in .
time, like the national debt, become so high that
it cannot be paid. But as indefatigable perse-
verance in the acquisition of money, seems to be
the grand characteristic of those northern en-
lighteners, they may, when they have produced a
series of Anglo-Saxon Tales, turn their attention
to the stage, and instruct and delight the people
of England by an unequalled series of Tragedies,
Comedies, and Farces. As for their capacity,
can any man doubt it, who recollects that they -
possess in a pre-eminent degree, one great re-
quisite of popular composition,
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« He who bath but impudence
To all things hath a fair pretence.”

Thus, even the egotism and vanity of Byron
in poetry, and Cobbett in politics, have been ex-
ceeded by the bold pretensions’ of the present
junto of Scottish poets, romancers, and re-
viewers.

Among various reports respecting the ingeni-
ous authors of the novels and tales, produced in
the book-manufactory of Edinburgh, it is now
confidently asserted by persons who profess to
be favoured with the secret, that a Mrs. Wilson,
sister to the last minstrel of Scotia, is the prin-
cipal writer, This account is probable, and as
the bard and romancer is a critic, and perhaps,
even one of that constellation of dissectors, who
may be termed the literary gas-lights of Auld
Reekie, his brother censors can_occasionally
lend him a hand in the composition of those
. amusing narratives, published so regularly to
gratify the opulent people of England. The
boasted liberality of their publishers, however, is
very questionable, except indeed, the thousands
of pounds said to have been paid for the copy-
right of those popular works, are pounds Scots,
or one twelfth of the nominal value in English
money. Hence, the seventy thowsand pounds
said to have been. acquired by a successful
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Scotch versifier, dwindles down to less than six
thousand pounds sterling, a sum which Pope
realized by his translation of the Iliad.

\

THE OLD BOOK TRADE.

A pasdion for the obsolete productions of au-
thors long since fargotten, or seldom named,
baving lately infected the bruins of a few of our
" nobility and gentry, with whom the price of a
hobby-horse was a secondary consideration, cef-
tain publishers in this metropolis, who like tailors
and milliners, always catch- at the first hint of
any thing new and wncommon, quickly produced
all the dusty and musty folios, quartos, octaves,
and duodecimos, of the fifteenth, sisteenth, and
seventcenth centuries; whieh they could colleet
in the pure recesses of their warehouses, and
baving furbished up the sduminated pages, ahd
brushed the covers of those literary caskets, most
generously invited the learned- and great men of .
the realm to come and feast, but ¢ not methout
meoney,’ at their literary banquet. Whether the
bait will attract the gudyeons of black Iletter,
rémains to be seen ;. possibly, during 2 lucid in-
terval, those book-fanciers mdy dixcover, that it
woéuld be more praiseworthy to endow d sehool
for'thd educatien of the ehildren of théir teriamtry,
than to pay one .or two theusand pounds for the’
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worthless and illegible production of a departed
scribbler. The sober-minded friend of literature
must, indeed, smile at the foolish competitions of
black leiter amateurs, when he is informed that
an English nobleman paid upwards of two thou-
sand pounds for the Decameron of Boccacio!
. But it is by the extravagance of such ninnies
that tradesmen live ; and those booksellers- who
‘are now so active for the accommodation of the
excellent critics of the puerile madrigals, the
absurd tales, and .the obscene narratives of the
half-tavgbt bards, who amused James the First
and Charles the Second with their ribaldry, may
well be termed the resurrection-men of antiquated
literatore. They never disentomb the dead; or
rummage the depths of obscurity for-the remains
~ of unestablished genius. without the hopé of re-
ward ; the subject, whether dissected or -em-
balined, is received as a treasure by the amateur
of worm-eaten pages, and the publisher and pur-
. chaser are mutually gratified. :

Tudeed, all the arts of puffing are resorted to -
without scruple by certain publishers, who emu-
late empirical quacks and the venders of lottery
tickets, in the invention of attractive falsehood.
. By practice, they have acquired a readiness at
embellishment, insomuch . that they may fairly
cJaim the palm- for snccessful imposition. If the:
lottery. ticket yender. .stimulates avarice, by pro--
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claiming that his office is the true and only
Temple of Fortune; and the quack revives the
hepe ‘of the’ dying, by professing to work mi-
racles, the publisher -is no less saccessfal in ex-
~ citing curiosity, and profiting by the creduhty of
his honest fellow-citizens.

The common ttick of dividing one impression
of a work into several editions, has been so long
practised by - publishers, that like a' habit of

-swearing or lying, the turpitude of the deception’
excites no remorse. In‘the art of ‘printing, the
word foken is a technical term for two hundred
and fifty sheets, of course the first two hundred
-and fifty copies of the impression may be termed
the first edition, the second. token, the second
edition, &c: By this easy expedient, an impres-
sion of one thousand. copies, will, by a dexterous
alteration made ‘by the compositor in the title-
page, appear to have passed through four edi-
tions; and that such is the common practiee of -
some adepts in the trade of publishing, need not -
be doubted. ‘One company of publishers, and a
long-tailed company too, has recently published
an -annual work as a sivteenth edition! How
many editions has Moore’s Almanack passed
through, aceording to this mode of calculation ?
- From the'foregoing observatiens, the reviewers
are’ generally the sativists, and 'publishers the
pansyyvists of modern authors. In some instawces
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indeed, the reviewer humanely lends his aid
to the publisher, to preserve the bantling of sodie
addle-pate, and to recommend it to the public
till the sale has realized the expence of paper,
printing, and advertisements, including puffs;
and thus, like an indifferént dramatic piece,
which languishes through its nine probationary
vights and then expires, many a heavy and
worthless volume is palmed on the liberal cre-
dulity of the public, by the secret conola.vo of
publishers and compilers.

REVIEWERS.

In a free country like England, where the ins
habitants are remarkable for good sense, and
- averse to every made of oppression, literary Re-
viewers are the only description of secret inqai
sitors tolerated and encouraged. How shall we
account for this singular deviation from the ge.
seral manliness and candour of the English cha-
racter? Have the critics, under the specious
pretest of improving -public taste, gradually es-
tablished a tribumal as arbitrary as ever disgraced
& despotic government? And has the republio
- of leters, with all its prétensions to freedom, be-
come enthralled by the arts of a few ounning and
avaricions publishers - and disappointed authors ?
Does the influence of Reviewers depend upon
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the indolence of their admirers; or isit supported
by their own genuine merit ? Perhaps all these
" causes combine with the general pre.disposition
‘of mankind to indulge in censure ; and hence, an
author is dissected for the amusement of the
" public. ) .

The present despotism of English Reviewers
has been the work of time. At the first esta-
blishment of our most popular literary Jousnal,
the Monthly Review, little more was attempted
by the critics connected  with that publication,
than a few strictares on the article reviewed,
with illustrative extracts. The exercise of un~
authorized power assumed by anonymous censors,
for the regulation of the republic of letters;
. was circamscribed by that counstitutional liberty
of the press, enjoyed by a free people; and it:
was not till after the lapse of several years, that |
the Reviewers exerted their executive aumtho-
rity, and put the law of eriticism in ferce against
literary delinquents. Still, however, their deci-
‘sions aud decrees were tolerable, and evidently
foonded on the principles of our political consti-
tation, with this important difference, that the
culprit was not permitted to confront his accusers
at their bar, aceording to the practice of the
ancient Romans, and modern Britons. 'The
Reviewers, with the promptitade of despotic aun-
thority, at enge acquitted or condemned the
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author ; and from their tribunal -there was mo
appeal; for the public opinion was in a great
degree influenced by their decisions respecting
literature. . ‘
- That the first Reviewers were actnated by the
patriotic desire to refine the national taste, and
regulate the eccentricities of genius, will not be
denied by the judicious reader of their penodlcal
works ; and the Monthly Review affords the most
valuable and interesting l-ilstory of English and
Foreign literature for more than half a century.
The young author will in its pages meet with
numerous precepts and illustrations respecting
composition, which may aid him in his progress;
while the occasiona] censure of defective know-
ledge, bad_taste, inelegant diction, and vulgar
barbarism, may prevent him from falling ioto:
similar errors. . ) _

The success of the Monthly Reviewers incited
other adventurers to. exercise their censorious
powers. The Critical Review now made its ap-
pearance ; and under the influence of the malig-
nant, but vigorous, genius of SMOLLETT, it also

" obtained a considerable share of popularity ;
and as a stresuous and successful defender of
morality and corrector of taste, this Journal bas,
for half a century, been equally respectable and
elegant. The strictures of its conductors have,
indeed, been of a graver cast than those of the
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Monthly Réview, which it seems to excel in
metaphysical disquisition. Alarmed by the
- severe. animadversions of this Review on the’
works of others, many a young author has paused
in his. progress towards absurdity ; and by tarn:
g into the ‘path of propriety, smoothed by cri-
ticism,: he eventually arrived at the temple of
Fame, which would have been inaccessible by
any other road. By mlsmanagement, or .from
- some accidental cause, this Review for a few
years passed into the hands of different pro-
prietors,.and lost much of its former consnstency
of principie, and, consequently, of its influence.

Whether it will ever regain its former reputation
for fair and manly. criticism, is doubtful.

With the increase of books and readers, the num-
ber of literary censors also increased ; the British
Critic appeared as a candidate for popular ap-
probation, and by the defence of orthodoxy and
loyalty obtained the patronage of the supporters of
church and state.. This Review has for several
years .heen a successful opponent to religious
and political theorists, who vainly or madly en-
deavoured to subvert the laws or the souls of
their fellow-citizens.

‘Another advocate for existing establlsbments ‘
has also appeared, under the singular title of the
. Anti-Jacobin Review, or Churcliman’s Maga-
zihe ; hence, impartiality cannot be expected in
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the critical decisions, published in a work avow-
edly under the influence of party spirit.

Ou a candid investigation of the advantages
derivable from most of our literary Reviews, we
shall probably discover, that they are often defi-
cient in that critical disceroment, and superiority
of taste and knowledge, to which their authows
make such bold pretensions. One of these
anonymous inquisitors of -the Muses has adopted
the imposing appellation of Fhe Eclectic Review;
‘hence, whatever proceeds from its pure recesses,
must be good; or, at least, select. Even the
Printer's Devil must wash his hands ‘before he
can venture to touch the immaculate sheets of the .
Eclectic Review. Away with such preposteraus
affectation of superior purity! Suppose that a
few reverend gentlemen have availed themselves
of the aid of that masked battery for the annoy-
ance of their. opponents, are the people to be

. ¢ajoled by these preteaders to pecubiar excel-
lence in morals and religion? Let them.come
forward like men, and avow their sentiments,
instead of resorting to the common twick of
anonymous criticism, for the exposure of their
enemies. Truth requires not the aid of any

" literary censor; not even of that of those north-
ern lights, the Edinburgh Reviewers.

The Edivbhurgh Review is. new indeed sd faialy

 established by the sound judgment and candid
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ariticism of its cnnductoxs, as far as respeets -
mere litersry composition, that it is entitled to
~ particular attention. This quarterly publication
was begun shout sixteen years ago, by several
men of taste, resident in or near the Scottish
metropolis ; but, whatever may be their mesit
s critics, they are censerable for the levity with
~ which they occasionally expatiate on subjects
conneeted with theology. They seem eager to
display their independence, by that high tone of
philesopby which is so pleasing to human pnde,
and is se completely homogeneal with the phile.
*  sgphisme of the French school, and the metaphy.
sical chimeras of the German philosopher, KANT.
As sound and.manly critics on polite literatuse,
they are inferior to none; and their masterly
disquisitions and classieal development of the
principles of kiterary taste, are adorned with the
beauties of an animated and perspicuous style.
In a few instances they bave suffered themselves
to be influenced by @ partiality to Scotch writers,
which they have goodonsturedly and candidly
acknowledged. It is te the credit of the Bdia-
burgh Reviewers, that they seldom bave de-
graded their character by sarcastic strictures on
the productions of their contemporaries, particu-
larly the first essay of an inexperienced author.
Their great, and it appears their habitual error,
is that partiality to infidel philosophy, manifested
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by the avidity with which they review and.com-
mend the productions of fancifal French theorists,
who delight in controverting the truth of Divine
Revelation. They might by this time.have been
taught a little discretion by the fallibility. of their
political propbecies. They may arrogate to
themselves all. the attributes of the Muses; but
the oracle of Scotia is not a sufficient sabstitute
for that of Delphos. Born and educated as those
taminati have been in the far-famed regions. of
“second-sight, they are only. purblind seers when
they peer mto futurity; and so erroneous have
been their prognostications respecting the things
of this world, that they deserve no credit for their
vain efforts to shake the faith of .the believers in
Christianity. 'The doctrines of Revelation have
withstood the vanity and levity of French wits,
and German philosophers; and will continue to
rectify the morals, and animate the hopes of*
innumerable millions of Christians, when the
most elegant and nervous productions of modern
literary genius, and among others, the works of
the Edinburgh Reviewers, shall be forgotten.
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NEWSPAPERS.

~To bold as ’twere the mirror up to Nature; to shew Vir-
tue her own feature; Scorp, her own image ; and the very age
and body of the Time, his form and pressure.—SHAKSPEARE.

Among the numerous-advantages bestowed. on
civilized mations by. the art of. printing; News-
. papers have long formed an excellent.medium of
umiversal intelligence: Befure the establishment
of these paper Mercuries;. the genrerality of man-
kind continued in & state of ignorauce respecting
_each otber, and the globe which they inhabited;
except the vague kmowledge' communicated by
the imperfect aceounts-of travellersi

That. we may. be able-to form.some ides:ofithe
. indispensable . utility. of newspapers, let us:omly
consider the: rapidity: of their ciroulation ;. their
useful: communicatiens: respecling' commerce;
politiess .new discoveriesin thie artsrand sciences s
improvements in agriculturs;.and advertisements
_ ofinew publications.. In: this:point.ofiview, they
may besaid to: convey: information . conducive to
the wellsbeing' of the-social body, as the. bleod
cireulatesthrough the animal ﬁ)rthe'mwgoratwl
of its memsbers.

Advertisements on diffsrent sabjects’ net - only
amuse but'instruet thoreader: bus.in this respect,
itmust:betacknowledged; that aany of our pnb-

s .
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lic prints disseminate pernicious intelligence.
+ False attestations in favour of nostrums, some-
times disgrace their columns; and. the modesty
of the reader is not unfrequently insulted by the ap-
pearance of advertisements, by which assignations
and intrigues are carried on under fictitious names.
This is the more reprehensible, as, we often, in .
the next column, find a spirited and well-timed
satire on some recent immoral transaction.

Thus, like every other human iunstitution, our
public prints are tinctured with imperfection,
though of general utility; as the same fertile soil
is at once prodnctive of nutritious grain and poi-
sonous plants. Till the legislature shall deem it
proper to suppress quackery, the editors of - cur
journals will accept money from empirics, for the
publication of their advertisements. :

Our newspapers exhibit a lively and interest-
ing‘view of the busy and the gay world; nor are
the ridiculous freaks of fashion overlooked by
news-writers. The foibles of the vain and the
great aré commionly too light to be corrected by
serious admonitions from the pulpit, and too eva-
nescent to -allow the satirist time to attack them.

-in 8 volume; but our ephemeral censors, like
. eagles on the wing, instantly perceive and pursue
their prey, ~vhich is seldom able to elude or sur-
vive their grasp. A newspaper is indeed a tre-
mendous inquisitorial ivstrumeént; and the most
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abandoned character, in high life, would tremble
- at'the idea of being publicly exposed through its
magnifying medium. By it we obtain general
_ ideas of the state of the civilized world ; and in-
telligence of affecting incidents ‘which exhibit
new views of human nature; and the perpetual
vicissitudes of the nations of the earth,
* Newspapers are confessedly the best vehicles
of political information ; and, as such, will ever
be highly prized in all free countries. Their
" suppression might therefore be considered as a
_preliminary step towards despotism ; for it isa
well-authenticated fact, that among those un-
happy nations subjugated by.tyranny, newspa-
pers are either unknown, or those in circulation
are under the influence of the government. -
In free countries, the case is happily different.
Here newspapers become important, and of ge-
néral utility. The report of the day may some-
times be artfully raised by stock-jobbers, and even
the defamation of individuals may defile the press;
but such rumours and slanders are soon super-
seded by the aathoritative investigation of truth.
’ Whoever suspects that newspapers.are not the
best registers of facts relative to the progress of
civilization, atts, and scienges, would do well to
inquire . wheuce the materials of our annals are
supplied, which furnish the historian.with a regu-
Iar series of interesting facts, arranged in chrosos
‘ , 82
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logical order ?—certainly . from newspapers.
Thus a combmatian of materials; collected:from
the quarry, the mine, andthe forest, in the hands
of a skilful architect, .is reared into a magnificent:
temple that will endure for-ages. '
Numerous are the records of philosophical;
political, and commercial intelligence, daily. pre- .
sented to.the curious, inquisitive, and intelligent
people of the United: Kingdom. Facts of the
utmost impertance to. this- great community, are
thus extensively. and speedily, circulated, and the
discoveries and .inventions of human research.and
ingenuity; arenot only recorded by the journalist;
but the ingenious are stimulated to greater-exer~
“tions by the emeliment and repwtation acgnirable
by merit.. But:theugh truth. and scienee. often
decorate the columns of the ephemeral-Journal,
error'too frequently counteracts-their benign- in<
fluence. The Press;, indeed; has: long: biesn. the
eflicient: organ of'inestimable comsmunications, -
for not-only the histery.of nations, butithe records
of Revelation;. have;been: multiplied: by ita. aid
All the facts that. we: know: of the present. and
fature: worlds,. are;. as it« wene;, embedied' and
transmitted by: the: instrumentality of thiwsussfil
engines;  andl itsroperations, unden.thagnidines
" ofireason andweligion; have illiminetedthe tame
_poral prospecisof;, citilized man,. sl opemgdia
_ _-sunpyvistalintatheregiomsofiiementalidy: Hom
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strenuously then should we depreeate the misuse
of the'art .of printing ; and-how deeply should we -
regret that obliquity which can -make the Press
the pander of vice, the tool of falseheod, the ad-
vocate of tyranny, and the demon of impiety!®:
Like Satan transformed into an angel of light,
the most debasing vices which contaminate so-
ciety, assume the imposing forms of humour, wit,
_and liberality of sentiment, in some of our news-
papers, where the pliant slaves of custom in-.
vent a palliative for every error however ‘inde-
fensible. 4

"The minds of the common people df England
have been disturbed for some months, by the
two-penny tracts of political scribes, particularly
those of Cobbett and Wooler. The former of -
these worthies, like the Vicar of Bray, has
changed his principles according to the impulse
of vanity or avarice. His self-praise is certainly
very amusing. ‘He thought it advisable to
annoy the present ministry with his Registers
from the Columbian shore, but recently returned
to Old Eigland, where he informs:us, *,parlia-
ment met for dispateh of ;business, ‘the very day
- he landed.” ’'Hfis journey ‘from JIsiverpeol to
London, is described by himsélf, muéh in the
style of that of Bonaparte on his return from
Elba to Paris! This honest, faithful, and.disin-
terested STATRSMAN, studies hard $o- enhghten '
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the Reformers of Lancashire, who in -conse-
quence of the act passed to prevent the circula-
tion of Blasphemous and Seditious Libels,; must

pay a higber price for the precepts of their un-

assuming instructo_r.

N THE ARTS,

~ Whatever may be the eventual effect of the
general diffusion of knowledge by the continual
production and reproduction of books, the arts
also have contributed to national refinement, and
are patronized in this country with more enthu-
siasm than even literature itself. Painting, en-
graving, and sculpture, have all been encouraged
by the powerful aid of the nobility and gentry ;
and Music has been the favourite pursuit of
thousands of amateurs and professors. Cowrer,
.with his psual precision and force, has described
the state of the Fine Arts in this metropolis :

There, touch’d by Reynolds, a dull blank becomes
A lucid mirror, in which Nature sees
" All her refleeted features. Bacon there
Gives mote than famale beauty to a sjone,
Ang: Chatham’s elpqyence, tp marble lipa.
Nor does the chisel occupy alone »
The pow’rs of Sculpture, but the style as much
B Each province of her art her equal care,
{ With nice incision of her guided stesl

~

’
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She ploughs a brazen:field, and clothes a soil
So sterile, with what charms soe'er she will,
The richest scen’ry and the loveliest.forms.

A Y

The self-denial enjoined by the regulations of
-certain sectaries, i¥ evidently hostile to profane
literature, and to the &ister arts of painting, sculp-
tare, and music, and'if generally adopted in so-
ciety, would exclude many of the gratifications
of an improved imagination. Instead of the ex-
quisite pleasure which connoisseurs now feel
in the possession of a painting by an Italian
master, the man of taste would be necessitated -
to have recourse to the visible works of creation,

for that delight which he had so often tasted,
- while gazing on a landscape depicted on canvas.
The works of nature are indeed inexhaustible,
and “ ever charming ever new,” to an unsophis-
ticated mind; but a modern man of wirtu has
different. conceptions of the sublime and beauti-
ful, and would rather purchase an accurate imi-
tation of the scenery of natuare, than receive gra-
tuitous pleasure from the contemplation of the
original. . Indeed, from the wanton or extrava-
- gant taste of several connoisseurs, .we might
. conclude that they gloried in the violation of the
second commandment.” Their pleasure grounds
exhibit the rude images of heathen god{ami
goddesses ; their apartments shine with charm-
ing imitations of .feminine beauty; but while’

/
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those fine modifications of inert matteraye .pur-
chased for more than:their weight -in-gold' by the
votary of taste, the living image of the Deity’ is
passed by with indifference, scorn, or-even ridi-
cule, .in the public streets by insolent martals,
“who, while they pay hundreds for a painting of
a faveurite horse or spaniel, will not bestow a
shilling on suppliant mendicity.

It must, hawever, be acknowledged, that the
cultivation of the fine arts has contributed to
the advancement of knowledge, particularly
ameng the ladies. About a century ago an ac-
complished woman was quite unacquainted with
proportions of the human form; except the
trifling knowledge obtained in the nursery, by
the contemplation of imperfect forms, the modest
maijden was nat:permitted to indnlge.rational en-
riosity -in the study of an.art in which she was"
most warmly interested. The travels of a few.
learned ladies on the Continent, and the .vivacity
with ‘which they described their discoveries, at
length prepared the female mind for.the study-of
painting and sculpture, and .we can now boast.of
fair philosophers, who could give a very instruc-

- tive lecture.on .anatamy ! In.poetry, indeed, the
ladies, who are admirers of whatever is great or
beantiful, bave been -sufficigntly luxuriapt in
their descriptions, insgpmuch that thelyre waxed
wanign .heneath the animating jpressare.of /their
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glowing fingers; and even DARWIN ‘in his
s Loves.of the Plants,” has:been: equalled, if not
excelled by many a'‘medern SappHO. Weran
also boast of fairsculptors, although most-of: them
‘have had the decency to be content with' the.pro-
duction of a bust instead of a statue.

As:for painting, nobody vonversant with.polite
life will contest their excellence imthat art; an
art which has adorned.their faces with the-magie
bloom, the purple light of Venus, which allures
so ‘many votaries. to-pay their. adoration .at ithe
footstool .of beauty, -Some female artists have
* givenapecimeus.of their art on canvas and ivory,
but :they shine brightest -in their .performances .
on an animated ground. There, indeed, the deli- -
- cacy.of ‘the pencil in a female hand is conspicu-
ously brilliamt, irresistibly enchanting! and us
charity ‘begins at home, they are generally most
liberal in- personal decoration. But the art of
beautifying the femele form and face, is-chiey
confined to experienced artixts, while young ladtes
ave werely permitted :to make drawings -of
. flowers, foliage,: or at most to take -a likeness of
‘another in'miniature. 'The art of painting is:se
great a favoasite :not only with ladies but gentle-
men, that :many a wealthy noblemands m pos-
session of paintings to-the value of many'then-
sand pounds. - Nay, eo 'far have some méble
amatenrs darripd-their passion for. pictorial-pro-
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ductions, that they have actually wedded heroinés
of the gréen room, notorious for the application
of colours to the epidermis! Thus the man of
- imagination,  while enraptured with the .illusive
charms of a fair phantom, at. once gratified his
taste and passion. : i

Female artists possess several advantages over
ladies unskilled in-the invaluable art of painting.
The beauty of an unpainted woman, however
- perfect, must fade on ‘the assaults of sickness, or
the progressive decay of age. But the proficient
in painting can, by the delicate. distribution of
light and shade, baflle time in his invidious war-
fare against comeliness, and to the last, appear
in all the splendour of artificial loveliness. Now,
what civilised saciety would voluntarily forego -
the pleasure obtainable from a constant- exhibi-
tion of animated painting ; from a display.of the
fine arts in their highest perfection, an excellenee
not exceeded even by the Grecian Lais, or any
other celebrated demirep of antiquity? Yet all
these artificial ornaments must be-sacrificed, "
should religion, modesty, and decency, prevail
over the artifices of the fashionable world.

The dress, as well as the looks of our medish
females, would also be modified by the hand of
decorum; and instead of ‘the exposure of nudity; -
or -the glance of levity, women would.appear in
plain attire, emblematic of ‘that purity of hearg
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so exquisitely attractive, so inexpressibly amiable, _

and incalculably estimable to the man of worth.
The frippery and impertinence of fops would
also give place to manly plainness of garband
manners. Instead of the competitions of vanity
in a public display on a coach-box, or the front
box of a theatre, we should behold she opulent
employed in the alleviation of pain, the consola-
tion of the unfortunate, and the relief of the des-
titote. _ o ' .
- As for the.science of music, its charming and
delightin! influence cheers and elevates the mind
in private parties, in public theatres, in the court,
in the camp, and even in the temple of the Deity.
The great and unalterable defect of music, is
that indistinctness with which it communicates
ideas of the passions and sentiments of which it

is.intended to be the medium. Like .the phan- "

toms of a vision its images vanish as soon as they
appear, leaving an undefinable sensation on the
nerves, which no language can describe. ‘Thus
the love expressed by music is not the passion,
bat rather an incitement to love; and hence the
dangerous and -seductive influence of amatory
airs on' susceptible hearts. But when music is
combined with poetry expressive of tenderness,
its influence is increased to such a.degree, that
it often is made a dangerous instrument of seduc-
tion. The modifications of other passions and
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affections, as expressed by music alone, are also

indistinet. Music has frequently been called in

as the auxiliary of valour, but the musician may

“.beat - the doubling drum with furious -heat,”
without' being able to conjure up a single spirit.
Mhe momentary elevation.and vivacity ingpired

by martial sounds will subside on the approach . -
of .danger.; and if \warriors ‘have no better in-
cedtive than music, their courage will expire
with the last sound of the instrument, like that
of 1Captain . Macheath -when ‘he exhausted ‘the
rontents: of his bottle.

MivLz0N, an enthusiastic admirer of music, has
described devotional harmony as bringing ¢ all
heaven before-his -eyes;”’ ‘but what rational réli-
' gionist bas ever been ‘able to realize this . paetie
wision' ? The rsolemnity of -sacred .music,:as .it.is
called, may-prepare :some ‘minds for the .awful
uets of:supplication, thanksgiving, and adoration,
but can impart-no feeling of .gratitude for bless-
ings received from the 'Universal .Benefaetor,
nor-elevate the:imagination to a.nearer costem- -
plation: of the:ineffable glory of Ged. Evenyias- -
pivation of human rart, ‘however sublime, -mukst
fail and prove rinéfficient in a.communion with
the ‘Deity ;.and like the “loftiest -fights of -the
eagle towards the moonday sun,imust flag;flutter,
and sink, .overcome bywsurrounding:glony. . .

Whatever refinement, graoce, ior elegance,the -
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other fine arts. have introduced among us, they
seem to have operated with a pernicious. infla:
ence on our morals, Instead of that simplioity,
sincerity, and’purity of mauners, for which our
- forefathers were oelebrated; a. certain: exotioc
tinsel has been substituted for our sterling: goldi

/

PURBLIC AMUSEMENTS.

. Dare to have sense yourselves ; assert the stage,
Be justly warm’d with your own native rage :
Such plays alone should win a British'ear;.

As Cato’s self had.not disdain’d to hear. -—Pors‘

Puablic amusements, especially those of' the
Drama, are peculiarly calculated to give us.an-ins
sight into the manners and taste of a natibn; as
* comedies are often satires on existing follies, and
from the tenor of popular tragedies we may trace
the refinement of the passions.. Even,farces and
pantomimes . are not to. be. overlooked,. as they.
generally exhibit, caricatures of the fashnonab]e
frivolities of the day. " ‘

* Thenatrie exhibitions present so itiany" gratiﬂ"
cations to the mind, that they will ever be favour-
ites with a polished  people. The eye:is- dé~
lighted ‘with a variéty:of gracefal forms; decorated
i characteristic dbesses, and displying the
. affecting gestures of 'passion, or the more-pleasc
- ing ‘agility and -grace-of motion-in- the:sprightly
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dance ; the ear is charmed with the harmony of:
vocal and instrumental music; the magic influ-
ence of sympathy pervades the mind in unison
with the dignified woe of the tragic muse, or the
animating sallies of Thalia provoke irresistible
mirth. To these charms may be superadded
the interesting variety of. graceful forms and
animated countenances of the audience; while
appropriate scenery, and the splendour of taper-
light, give the whole an air of gaiety und plea-
" sure. . - .

With all these attractions, however, it is ques-
tionable whether the stage has not contributed
to immorality. Under proper regulations it
would, as the poet has described it, be a’ power-
ful monitor—

« To wake the soul by tender strokes of art,
To mend the genius, and inform the heart;

- 'To make mankind in conscious virtue bold,
Live o'er each scene, and be what they behold.”

But a candid inquiry will convince us that oar
most popular plays have .a pernicious effect on
the mind.. Shakspeare’s tragedies, Othello,
Macbeth, Hamlet, and Richard the Third, con-
tain several. indecent passages and allusions, at
" once puerile and obscene. Those productions of -
lewd genins were written to gratify the infant
taste of the English nation ; but now, when it
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" has confessedly attained maturity,  let us reject
sach passagés, which have a much greater affinity
‘to dulness than the idolizers of the Avonian
bard would admit.

The introduction of the German drama, in the

beginning of the present century, may he consi-
dered as a phenomenon in the world of dissipa-

tion. That the good sense of the English nation "

should tamely submit to this revolution of taste,
is altogether inexplicable.

When the Stranger was introduced to the -

“pablic, many of our fair dames welcomed him to
this hospitable metropolis. Their sympathy for
the poor adultress, so ably defended by Korze-
BUE, was a striking proof of their sensibility :—
“ a fellow-feeling makes one woudrous kind:"”

yet from the disrepute into which conjugal in-

fidelity has since fallen, the system of our male

and female misogynists does not obtain mew

proselytes!

As KoTzEBUE eloquently pleaded the cause "

of adultery in The Stranger, so in his Natural
Son (or as it bas been styled by an English play-
wright, his Lovers’ Vows) he has placed a kind,
unwedded fair-one, in an equally affecting and
. amjable point of view. Tdhe Noble Lie, written
by the same dramatist, is another proof of the
felicity of his invention in the extenuatio of

guilt.

-

-
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K bas: been. asserted, and: with. truth, that
though our modern. comedies are ioferior in hw-
mour to-these of. CoNGREVE and FArQunAR,
they are more chaste and delicate in sentiment:
Tlie obscene allusion, the impious witticism, and
indecent gesture, are gradually vanishing from:
the English stage; yet: enough remains to . de--
serve the animadversions of :the moralist. Indeed,
with all our boasted refinement, the' morality. of*
our theatres seems to consist.in varnishing the
haggard -face of* Vice. with' cosmetics. . Their
parrity, like- the. cleanliness: of. our fashionablei
belles;. is-not the removal of dirt, but the putting' -
it-artfully on as a.beautifier !.

Seme dramatic. writers-complain of the neglect
of.manugers ; but if we may:judge. from those re-
jected pieces which- have been. published- by the
anthers; there is little reason. to regret the fastidi-
_ onsmess of. theatrical criticismy.as probably most
of the plays which have been refused were. una
warkhy of reptesentation;.. Letit'beremembered
tea,. that  seme managers’ aspired: to. the: repws
tation of dramatic writdrs; and. it was et reasow-
able that.they, should' give theiriowni ptodtctlml
the.prefereuee. .

. With respect .t thnctou.-and:actmesdttb

prineipal, theatres, several: of: them possess! conr

sidarable:talents; . butionergeneral defeet is, their

apparent consciousness of performing in the :pre-
3

/
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sence of an audience. - This gives them an
affected air in different characters and situations,
while it destroys that pleasing illusion which
ought to predominate in the mind of the specta-
tor. Another defect is, the profusion of paint:
which they use. In their dress too, the actresses -
are censurable for a liberal display of person,
which occupies too much of the spectator’s ima-
gination. Modern pantomimes are reprehensible -
in several respects; for though the frolics of
Harlequin and Columbine display a most pleas-
ing variety of motion ; the appearance of giants,
bears, pumps emitting flame, &c. are tidiculous
and puerile. -

Ao absurdity in the audience, especially those
in the galleries, is the requiring a song to be re-
peated, of which, from the distance, they canuot.
" understand a single syllable. All that an actress
has to do on this occasion, is to come forward,
and articulate a variety of musical sounds, ac-
companied with a smile, and a graceful attitude.
She may save herself the trouble of expressing
one word. Were a favourite singer to make
the experiment, she would not only receive
plaudits, but hear the exhilarating encore re-
sounded from the celestial regions; and on a
. repetition of ‘the fune, she might rely on being
dismissed with the loudest plaudits of those €X~
cellent critics!

T
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Having paid our respects to the two prinvipal
theatres, the next in gradation {3 the Summer
theatre, which is certainly conducted with con-
siderable ability and addréss. To enmmerste
the defects, or expatiate on the merits of the
pieces tepresented there, Wonld be alnvost 'a re-
petition of what has already been said, excepting
* that it is more peculiatly 'devoted to Thaha, and
of course, light and airy productiods are gene-
fally represented. Ih tany in¥tances, during
the last season, wit ‘atrd humodr were happily
combihed for the amuasement of the towh; but
sdiie of ‘the afterpieces ‘Were déficient in evéry
respect. '

Whtever be the present defects of our thetres,
still they farnish the most pleasing and elegant
of 8l amusements to the public. The cessation
of 'thentic ‘exhibitions would render men more
wnsocinble, illiberal, and rude. To use the words
of an elegant author, ' if men of wit who write
- for the 'Stage ‘would turn their ‘thouglits upon ex-
eiting such ‘good ‘nutural impulses -as-are in the
aulience, but ure ehvuked up by vice and lixury,
they ‘would mot unly please, ‘but befriend ‘us &t
the same time.” Hence it 'is ‘evident that ithe
répresehtation uf ‘imnderil irames must beinju-
rivts to ‘public ‘appinass, ‘while the * display:of
Virtie, 'ih ther ‘native Tovélinaws, wodld “enguge
~ the admiration, and purify the heart«ef '‘the'spée-
tator. -
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In this enlightened age, the belief in the ex-
istence of a Devil seems almost exploded by the
irreligious, that is to say, the major part of man-
kind. But let us merely, by way of illastration,’
admit that such a being does exist, and aecord-
ing to the idea of the Methodists, that he is very
busy among the players. Ience arises a contest,
~ i not a eompetition between Methodism and the
old Gentleman. At the commencement of this
jost and necessary war, the Devil was in pos- '
session of the strongest postsimaginable.. The
heights of Pride fopmed his principal strength,
Vanity defended his wings, and 8elf-love was
his almost impregnable intrenchment. The Me-
thodist came armed against this old enemy to
trith in the divine panoply described by Bt. Paul;
and the conflict has been centinued with more
than common ebstinacy, and with various suc-
cess, for more than' balf a century. BEELZERBUR,
like BONAPARTE, is a deep politician, and intre-
pid general ; bat his opponents bhave, as they
. think, justice on their side, and they hope for
eventual suceess. :

‘There is a striking contrast in most of the

_measures adopted by ¢he Methodists and their
* aech oppenent, though in some instances they -
have recourse to similar expedients! The players
present sheir -nocturnat grafifications, for which
they reqaire a price ; the Methodists effer endless.

T2
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happiness gratis. Both parties have availed them-
selves of the powers of eloquence and music ; but
the players, by a greater diversity of gratifica-
tions, have hitherto obtained a greater share of
popularity. Players call in the aid of the passions,
laugh and weep alternately, and employ per-
suasion to recommend voluptuousness in the guise
of morality ; and while .they flatter self-love, vi-
tiate the crowd under the plausible pretext of -
refinement and elegant recreation. On the other
hand, the, Methodists require the practice of hu-
mility, repentance, and. prayer, as preparatory.
to the reception of divine illumination. This
discipliie, no spirited man of the world, or ae-
complished . lady,  would submit to; hence the
giddy throng followed the fascinations of the
theatre, while a considerable portion of the com-
munity resolved to embrace Methodism, and play
the fool no longer. .
On his, own bereditary dominions, the pubhc
Stage, the old Gentleman has firmly established
his despotism over the « lovers of pleasure.”
There he marshals all his forces against pious
innovators, who disturb the orgies of vice, by
sounding the Gospel trumpet. On the boards
appear in pompous procession, Tragedians in
gorgeous attire, armed with swords, daggers, and
poisoaed :bowls ; their mouths filled with blas-
pbemy, execration, and bombast, and their hrows

-
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raised in proud defiance of all opposition :—Co-
medians laughing at old-fashioned religion; and,
with insidious ridicule, depreciating the zeal of
modern reformers; and buffoons, dancers, and
singers, with ludicrous gesticulations, mirth-in-
spiring- music, and graceful attitudes, complete
the multiform attractions of histrionic seduction.
In opposition to this formidable host, the Metho-
dist Preacher presented himself in a- plain dress,
Bible in hand, and stood unappalled amid the
hisses, exeerations, and buffetings of a senseless
mob, like Abdiel among the apostate Angels.
‘When he could obtain a hearing, his reproof si-
lenced clamour ; the. people stood aghast, while.
he pathetically described their danger—the gulph
of perdition to which they were impelled by their
revolt against the will of God, and thé insanity
with which they rejected the means-of lasting
felicity, and grasped at illusory and evanescent
pleasure. _

Thus the players spread all their allurements,
and the multitude hastened to participate their
joys, and their temporary triumpb, over what
- they termed fanaticism; but a considerable num-
ber of rational beings were convinced by their
own counscience,thatsacred truth was inestimable;
and the progress of reformation and conseqnent
happiness is now equable, steady, and successful.
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'The contest between Methodism and the Stage

is yet undecided; the votaries of wanton plea-

sure adhere with fatal fidelity to that beanteous,

but destructive, Syren ; while the religious part

of the community shrink from her contagious
touch, as they would avoid a pestilence. Doubtr
less the united exertions of wit, humour, and ric
dicule, on one side, and emphatical appeals to
the beart and head on the other, will divide man-
kind for nges: but the diminution of the old
Gentleman’s influence begins to be sensibly felt
by his vasals, ameng whom even some princes
and nobles are proud to appear.
. On a candid examination of the pretensions of
theatriedl performers to popularity, perhaps it
will be founid that they contribute in a small des
gree to the refinement of their fellow-oitizens.
That our morals have been purified in the dra«
metic crucible is; however, extremely doubtful ;
but that amorous propensities, a passion te be
distinguished as méh of gallantry, and a promp-

titude to vindicate our conduct by the ordenl . of

gaspowder and lead, has been fomented by
Comedies and Tragedies tvo, no person cou-
versant -with the Drama will deny, 1¢ is from
the heroes of Melpomene, whe defy heanven and
- earth, thaé men of exaléed sentiments receive the’

finishing polishs of refinement, and burning with.
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a passion for glary, they retire fram the Theatre,
with a determination to imitate spch perfect mo-
dels of magnanimity. .
~ The pbantom of Hanour panegyrlsed by Dra-
matists, and exhibited by Players, is well der
scribed by one of our Poets:

“ But ere we do engage in Honour’s cause,
First know whence Honour is, and what she was.
Bcom'd by the base, and courted by the brave,
The hero’s tyrant, and the coward’s slave;

8he lives when in Death’s arms the Boldier ligs,
But when his safety he consults——ghe dzcs!
Bigotted to this Idol we disclaim '
Health, peace, and ease, , for notlnng but a name.”

If duellmg. illicit amom, and extrayagant gene-
rosity, at the expence of integrity, are gonducive
te the. axaltation of man, then he may be suhlir
mated inko the very ether of modem. refinement
by the Baghsh Stage: bat that onr babjts of
“social enjoyment, suceesmfial indusiry, and the ben
nevolent practice of tdwse neighbourky offices so
condycive to the comafort as weall as the stability
of civilized life, can derive nid from scepic illus
tations of natare, or artificial imitstions of pes~
840D, is extrewely improbahle. :

Ewen o common life, the acquisitians obhm-
able by the industrioms classes, by frequeating
the public ‘Thentne, are not less curious than res
maskalde. A dull being who, in his eatural
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state, can scarcely count his fingers, may, by the
aid of the Dramatic art, pass for a very clever
fellow. He has only to commit to memory a few
of the wretched puns supplied by REYNoOLDS’s
Comedies; or some of the polite execrations of
Di1BDIN ; and repeat them with an imitation of
the droll gestures of EMERY and FAWCETT, to
* pass for almost as great a Wit as the Rev. Mr.
Beresford, compiler of the Miseries of Human
Life! _ T
. 'Indeed, the Stage may, by proper application
on the part of ignorant young men and women
who wish for improvement, in some degree sup-
ply the want of a Boarding-School, or, as it is
termed, a polite education. Aspiring young
fellows may improve their air, and_their conse-
quence too, by imitating the fine gentlemen of
the green-room, and may, by proper attentjon to
study, learn all the newest and most emphatical
oaths, and other:‘mmportant exclamations, with
suitable contortions, which may be classed under
the head of ornamental accomplishments. Grls,
whose native modesty lias given them a certain
valgar air of bashfulness very unbecoming in this
age of refinement, may, by attention to the dress,
attitodes; leers, and gracefully ‘playful move-
ments of Actresses, become sprightly romps, to
the great improvement of their appearance.
They vy also skine in the art of decoration, and
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like the ancient Britons, beautify their faces by,
a variety of -cosmetics; and thanks to the ac-
tivity and zeal of modern chymists, any young -
woman who is desirous of obtaining the  purple
light of love,” may varnish herself for a few pence,
in the highest style of theatrical and meretricious
decoration.

So multiform and variousindeed are the means
of refinement, alias corruption, afforded by the
~ stage, that the bare enumeration and description
_of them wduld filka yolame. - Whatever is costly
in'nature, or .elegant in art, is imitated, if not
realized by the histrionic tribe : whose traasition,
from the tavern to the court or the camp is
instantaneous ; who at one hour strut as conque-
rors, or kneeling with the true spirit of chivalry,
lay the wreath of victory at the feet of bedizened
beaity ; and the next, appear in the character of
JoBsoN, asserting the. authonty of that lordly
being, man. -~ ..

The assumed coniequenoe of . Players is fo-
mented by many causes. The various characters
they’ personate bas a tendency to fill the imagina-
tion. ' with strange whimsies. The pride of thea-
trical performers is exalted to a most egregious
degree by the plaudits of an audience, insomuch,
that when invested with tinsel regalia, amid the
acelamations of attendants, and cheered by the
shouts of the excellent critics who decerate the



208 THE ENGLISH METROPOLIS;

galleries, the fictitious Emperor, or Congueror,
feels all the wmowmentary, nay,. frantic ¢levation
which exalted ALEXANDER into a demi-ged.

“ With ravish’d ears,
The Monareh hears ;
Assumes the God,

Affects to nod,
And seems to shake the spheres.”

- The amusements of several persons of quslity,
the ostentatious display of their equipages in tha
royal parks, and principal squares and streets of
London ; their magnificent fetes, and oocasional
fancy balls, in which theatrical effect is often
strongly produced, all have a tendency to exalt
the Thespian tribe to unmerited distinction.
Indeed the ambition of players, and their love of
fame have been illustrated by many events since
Thespis and his jovial crew first ascendad their
cert, and from that enviable elevation gratified
the eyes and ears of an admiring populace. 1Inm
the present age, nothing less than personating a

- sovereign or a hero will satisfy a firet-rate actor,

and what heroine of the green-reom wounld stoop
to 1ess than royal dignity, ualess oocasionally te
exhibit ber powers and graces as a distressed
dameel, or afine lady? -

But ambition of & more boneficial nature, in
which reslities are preferred to:appesrances, bhes
fired thefair bosoms of our mimetie heroines.
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They have furbished all the armour of love, and
displayed their attractions to captivate the hearts
of . certain soft-headed peers, and tender-hearted
commoners, and their success has been so great
that they bid fair to transfer a mushroom species
of ¥mposing beauties and accomplishments from
the green-room to thie drawing-room. Thus the
delights of the stage are, it seems, as precarious
as any other kind of earthly enjoyment ; for if a
favourite female singer, or dancer, a tragic or
comic actress, appears for a few nights in all the
attractions of paint, lace, nudity, and jewels ; nay,
even of gewgaws and ‘tinsel, *tis ten to one but
she is carried off by some silly adorer, who, like
a giant in romance, bears her in triamph far
beyond the ken of her nightly admirers. In this
manner no less than three- peeresses have ex-
changed the theatrical diadem for the real eovo.
net of nobility ; another histrionic grace, remark..
able for her gaiety, vivacity, and agility, hes
been taken to the arms of. a doting banker, and
recently, a member of the Lower House, has de--
prived the public of a tragic heroine, who shone
without compeer. In short, so strong has been
the passion in high life for accomplished actresses,
that little is left os of beauty or excellence to
adern the boards; and unless some new statate
bé enacted for e prevervation of histrionie gume,
thode addle-brained poachers will meke prey of
2 :



300 THE ENGLISH METROPOLIS;

the priestesses of Melpomene and Thalia, wait-
ing maids and all ! ‘

Happily for the English dramatic art, our
tragedy heroes are yet safe. . Kean, as a married
man, cannot be carried off by some raving
dowager, or simpering and sensitive young lady
.of quality, because the law respecting bigamy
affords him protection. We may therefore cal-
culate on the pleasure derivable from his per-
formances for some years to come. It isto be
hoped that M‘Cready will also be spared to. us
for a year or two ; and if there are any symptoms
of his charms operating itoo forcibly, we must
keep him out of sight for a few nights till the -
danger is over; for if the mania for our heroes
should seize some spirited ladies, as it has afflict-
ed certain great men, who have been fasci-

"nated by the natural, and ‘artificial charms of
actresses, the managers may close their doors in
_despair.

Qur dramatic critics have loudly complained
of the paucity of new plays exhibited in our
principal theatres, and the insignificance of those
few which bave been performed. But observa-
tion and reflection will convince them, that such ~
a deficiency is imputable to the pride, envy, or
false taste of managers. When the late Mr.
Sheridan was arbiter elegantiarum of one theatre,
and Mr. Harris of the other, the one was too
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vain, and the other too inattentive to encourage
.contemporary dramatists. Sheridan, who like the.
Turk, would ¢ bear no brother near the throne,”
doubtless felt a disinclination to patronise the
merit of another dramatic writer ; and when Mr.
Kemble was manager, his characteristie reserve,
and love of money, operated against the success
of any application to him. Mr. Harris, though
allowed to'be a good-natured and liberal man,
bad neither taste nor inclination to induce hlm
to encourage dramatic adventurevs.

When the management of Drury-lane Theatre
was confided te a committee of gentlemen, the
old adage, that % what is every body’s business
is nobody’s business,”” was completely illustrated.
‘Applications on the part of authors were -neg-
lected, and even those manauscript plays, which
lay on the shelf, to the number of two hundred,
or more, were mostly rejected.

If such be the real state of theatrical patron-
age and management, and who can disprove
the assertion, what man of genius and spirit will
sit down and waste half a year of his existence
in the production of a tragedy or comedy, with
which he would be compelled to attend the levee
of any inferior being, whohappened to be invested
with theatrical supremacy? The plain matter of
fact is, that managers in general have turned
their attention principally to the funds of the
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" establishment, and desirous to &1l the treasury,
will nesort to any expedient for that purpose,.
regardiess of the moral effect of histrionic re.
presentations on the commusity. AVARICE is.
their master-passion, that description of avarice
peewhiar to London, which collects and grasps’
money eagerly, to spend it profusely. Thas, the
Houney-Meon of ‘Tobin, evidently garbled from.
Shekspeare’s Taming the Shrew, is stiatched, as:
. it were, from the tomb eof the aathor, because it:
costs the manager nothmg but seme scenery ;.
Guy Mannering is manufactured into one Melo-
Drama, and the Heart of Mid Lethian into an-
other ; and any piece which can be got up with
least expence, is preferred to an original produc- ‘
tien, for which a price might be demanded by an

The crowd -of frequenters of the public theatres,
go thither for mere amusement ; few real critios
are to be fourd there, and some of those are the
satelites of managers, who puff any uew pieee,
however trivial,and any performer, however de-
fective, by -well written paragraphs and reviews,
published in the merning newspapers.

M present the passion of the ladies for hand-
some ‘pablic men i chiefly gonfined to the ora-
tors of -the pulpit, -and the present era is memer-
dble for the frequency of magrimonial unien be-
tween preceptive saints -and adgiring simnerss
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insomuch, thet an unmarried popular preacher, -
especially among the Dissenters, may  comsider
his fortune made, While our spirited women
confine their partiality 4o the clath, we may overs
look their indulgence of their amerous prepen-
sities ; but i€ they sheuld cast a longing eyeon
the stage, the histrionic art will be ruined, and
even Harlequin, with all his agility, will be wn-
able to escape from their embraoes. '

That Mrs. Becher was the chief animetic he-
roine of dhe Englishstage since Mrs. Siddous re-
tired, will met be disputed; but whea she ex-
changed the sobe, the dagger, and oup. of
Melpomene for bridal ornaments, and instend
of atudyiag the works of Shukspeare, sarned her
attentien to the study and peactice of she colipary
art, it does mot appeac -that she appointed a logn-
timute suceessor. Xer husbamd i sail o be
about forty years of age, and the lady berself st
least thirty, so dhat they teoth have arrived wt
years of disorétion. Jt s thereforeso be ‘hoped,
that they ‘will e blessed with a ‘progeny-as dis-
erect amd gruve usthomeelves. -

he puny mtempts of whe twe Kemlbiles o
tramslatt, amd -alter, certain:pieces for weproserrta~
tiba en dhe stage; Hokmanls ridicwlons comie
effusion, entitled « Abivad and at Blome:” the
sillil -more rpeeposterons dramatic sttempts sof
Gdloven, and dhe sdber womedias .of Mirs. Eirch-
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bald, bave all failed of success. ~Even the trage-
dies and comedies of Shakspeare himself, tire by
frequent repetition. Every winter the fown
must: be amused with the antiquated manners of
the personages characterized by the “Warwick-
shire wag,” whose principal plays are represent-
ed for the purpose of proving the abilities of
some aspiring -actor or actress. Is it liberal on
the part of Managers, thus to present the same
theatrical fare to their guests ? Indeed the an-
nual appearance of the name of Richard the
Third, Macbeth, Hamlet, and Othello, in capi-
tals on the play-bills, demonstrate the inactivity
and dulness of the caterers for public taste, who,
if they can but fill their treasuries, have few
scruples about the means, and little or no solici-
tude respecting the gratification of their patrons.

. It was expected by persons who disapprove of
theatrical representations, that the ridiculous ex-
hibition of the boy BETTY, about sixteen years
ago, as a hero in tragedy, would irrecoverably
have extinguished the passion for dramatic amuse--
ment; but that temporary ebullition of popular
curiosity having ceased, Kemble and Mrs. Sid-
_dons soon restored the Tragic Muse to her ori-
ginal_dignity. The. extravagant price of ad-
mission to our principal theatres, has since oc-
casioned thin houses in many instances ; and the
_subsequent disappearance of Kemble and his
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sister, was unpropitious to the success of mimetic
exhibition. Kean then came into notice, and has
- since shone without compeér. He may be term-
ed the great man-fhountain surrounded by little
Lilliputians ; from the mediocrity of talent among
his coadjutors, the representation of our most ce-
lebrated tragedies must inevitably partake of a
ludicrous, if not farcical character; and this

", actor, like Godwin’s St. Leon, be compelled to

exist in solitary splendour, amid the falling stars
of the theatrical hemisphere.

~ Observant and reflecting minds have taken dif-
ferent views of the moral effect of stage entertain-
- ments. Thus while some authors have extolled
the public theatre as the school of elegance, and
knowledge of men and manners, others have con-
demned it as the lazaretto of mental contagion
and defilement. Perhaps both are wrong, and
the stage has not that paramount influence on the
morals of society which either its adnfirers or
censors have supposed. 'That theatrical exhi-
bitions bave considerable influence over the minds
of the young ‘and thoughtless, may however be
asserted, and undoubtedly much of the levity,
folly, and affectation of numbers of the youthful,
- and’ even the middle-aged inhabitants of this
metropolis, originates in their imitation of the
gesticulations, and repetition of thesilly and pro-
fane witticisms of buffoons on the public stage.

v :

)
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Players, singers, and dancers will ever be en- -
couraged by a luxurious people who delight in
sensual gratification. But as far as respects the
wages of a performer, whether five pounds a
week, or fifty, is not a subject of satiric animad-
version. The influence of the characters which
players personate is to be considered, and it cer-
tainly is pernicious, if the fact be admitted that the
majority of the heroes of tragedy, are VILLAINS,
and most of those in comedy, PROFLIGATES.
What moral benefit, for instance, can an audience
receive from a review of the ambition, cruelty,and
hypocrisy of Richard the Third; the treachery
and treason of Macbeth ; the vengeful jealousy
of Othello, the unnatural criminality of George
Barnwell ; -or, even thé seemingly justifiable re-"
venge of Hamlet, or Zanga ?

To the candid and sober-minded inquirer it
must be evident, that our great places of public
amusement, the King’s Theatre, and those in
Drury Lane and Covent Garden, are magnificent
temples of dissipation, where sensuality is dei-
fied by the lovers of mimetic exhibition, and
whatever can gratify the eye and the ear, is pre-
sented to the mind in the most seductive and im-«
pressxve manner.
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/[ ITALIAN' OPERA,
. Earth!y sounds; thogh sweet and well combln’d

- And:lepient ad soft opiates to.the mind, -
_ Leave viee and folly unsubdued behindy’ -

It is the,thef.characterwtnc of the proud mind,
to aspire to. the exclusive enjoyment of something:
unaitaingble by others. History records the
absurd competitions of high-spirited dames re-
specting excellence in personal decoration ; and
the arch-fiend, as described in the noblest epic
poem ever written, glories even in paramount in-
felicity, and exclaims— :

To veign is worth ambition, though in helll ‘

To this aspiring disposition of the proud, we
may trace the origin of the Italian Opera in-
England ; but however delightful the dialogue -
and songs breathed by exotic lungs may sound
in the ears of those personages who understand
the native language of modern harmony, the vain
who descend into the pit, and the ignorant who
climb to the gallery of the Opera House, anly
evince their folly, while they fondly imagine
they establish their claim to fashionable taste, by
their appearance in a theatre originally mtended
for the amusement of the great.

What, indeed, can be more insignificant than *
the divertisements of the Italian. Opera? So
great at present is the sterility of invention among
the writers for this spurious species of dramatic
entertainment, that Cinderella, after having so

U2
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long delighted the overgvown children - of this
‘metropolis on the English stage, now makes her
appearance as an Italian harmonist ; and her new
name, La Cenerentola, is most musically repeated
by those. harmonious souls in the gallery ; and
mouths which seem better adapted to receive a
large German sausage, are distorted most fright-.
fully in imitating the seraphic graces of Madame
Bellochi, while the flexible limbs of the per-
fumer’s shopman are twisted into all the contor-
tions of that ludicrous buffoon, Ambrogetti. -

* Such are the rational delights obtainable twice
a week at the Ttalian Opera, where the votaries
of harmony and the graces may hear most melli-
fluent sounds—sense is out of the question—and
feast their eyes on the agility and grace of. fan-
tastical French dancers. A passien for music is,
indeed, very general in London. As for the real
merit or demerit of musical competitors for po-
pularity-on the boards, the subject seems to have
been treated in so masterly a manner by Swift,a
century ago, that his decision will ever be found.

applicable and conclusive in settling the clalms
of the sons of song.

« THE MUSICAL CONTEST.

“ Some say that Signior Bononcini,
Compar'd to Handel’s a mere ninny :
Qthers aver, that to him Handel .

Is scarcely fit to hold a candle.

Strange! that such difference should be,
"Twixt Tweedledum and Tweedledee !

N
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APPENDIX.

EXTRACT

THE POPULATION RETURN,

-PUBLISHED ON THE AUTHORITY OF AN ACT PASSED IN

THE FIFTY-FIRST GEO. III.
L ]

THE Metropolis of the British Empire, being

situated in the two counties of Middlesex and .
Surrey, could not be distinctly noticed in any
preceding part of the Parish Register Abstract;
its population is exhibited in five divisions, and
amounts to one million, nine thousand, five bun-
dred and forty-six persons; but considering
that fourteen thousand atrivals of shipping, an-
nually, makes a cbnstant, though fluctuating
' accession to s pewulation, to a lurger ameéunt
than elsewhere ; atweonty-fifth.part, instead of e

" thistieth part, is added, in forming a comparison

with the Parish Register Returns, - 'With this
addition, the Medropolis, it the yeor 1801, con-
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tained nine hundred thousand inhabitants; in.
1811, one million and fifty thousand.

POPULATION.,
THE METROPOLIS. | [~
1700. | 1750. | 1801. | 1811
1 B
1.—City of London 2
wz“ o a"s,'} 139,300| 87,000 78,000/ 57,7
B thond she ey § | 090001 87,309 56,300 68,000
3—C| and Liberties
A mm’r“} llao,ooo 152,000) 165,000/ 168,600
4.—Out Parishes, . .
within the Bills} 326,900| 357,600 477,700 593,700
of Mortality ... '
5.—Parishes,not with- L
in the Bills of} 9,150| 22,350 123,000] 162,000
Mortality .......
Total of the Metropolis | 674,350 676,250 90(_),000,1,060,000

1.—The walls of the ancient City of London
included a space, now -.in ‘the middle of .the
Metropalis, about one mile-and a half in length,

~ from east to west, and rather more than half a

mile in breadth. The Population has diminished
- ahove three-fifths since the: beginning of the last
ceatury ;. many streets having been .widened,
and public; buildings and- warebouses erected,
whereby.. the ,nnnber of ) ahbmmu ;has bcan

thus lessghed, -

4

-2.—The Glto' of; Inndhn\mt .tbemﬂs, is



APPENDIX. 311

an extension of the same ancient city, and is
under the same jurisdiction. In computing the
increase or diminution of the Population of this
district, by means of the parish registers, two
difliculties occur; first, because several of the
parishes, which form part of it, extend so far
" beyond its limits, as almost to double the amount
of population, if these- parishes are included
entire. It has, therefore, been .neceséary to -as-
certain the increase or diminution upon the
entire parishes, and afterwards to apportion it
" between the City without the walls, and the out-
 parishes, the enumeration returns of the parts
within the City and without being distinct. The
other difficulty arises from the disputed jurisdie-
tion of the City of London, as to the Borough of
Southwark, a claim which has not been sub-
 stantiated ; and the five Southwark parishes are
accordingly here reckoned among the out-
parishes.
8.—The City of Westminster, once an epis-
copal-see, and now the seat of government, ad-
joins the City of London, extending westward.
4.—The appellation of the Out-parishes, is
taken from the London Bills of Mortality, which
were first used in the year 1562; and from
1603, have been kept in regular series. These
bills were intended to qtford timely notice of
- any alarming increase of the playue from whlch



312 APPENDIX.

London was then seldom free. But the crowded
part of the city was purified by the memorable
conflagration of 1666 ; in the preceding year,
68,506 persons had died of the plague, which
has since entirely disappeared. The bills: of
mortality purport to exhibit the number of
christenings and burials, but are not to be relied
upon for the full vumber of either. A compa-
rison of the results of these bills is subjoined.

Baptisms and Burials within the London Bills of Mortelity.

BAPTISMS. BURIALS.

Accordng According to

Aaordng.h Aecordlmto
to the Parish the Bills to the Pa the Bi!
Register. of Mortality. Register. of Mortality,

1700 | 16,381 . 16,616 20,298 20,471
1710 | 15,270 |. 14,928 || 23,258 24,620
1720 | 18,690 17,479 23,450 25,454
1730 | 18,473 17,118 25,309 26,761
1740 | 17,400 15,231 20,704 30,811 |°
1750 | 16;682 | 14,548 .|| 24,199 | 28,727
1760 | 16,633 14,951 20,737 |. 19,830
1770 | 18,589 17,109 22,989 22,434
1780 | 17,649 16,634 21,511-| 20,517
1790 | 20,546 18,980" 19,359 18,038
1800 | 19,177 19,176 25,670 23,068
1801 | 18,275 17,814 19,434 19,374
1802 | 20,411 19,918 20,260 19,379
1803 | 21,308 |. 20,983 19,803 19,682
1804 | 21,769 21,543 16,829 17,038
1805 | 21,067 | . 20,295 17,862 17,5656
L 1806 | 21,656 20,380 17,130 17,937
1807 | 21,277 19,416 19,319 | 18,334
1808 | 21,376 19,906 20,068 19,9564
1809 | 22,108 | 19,612 17,313 16,680
1810 | 21,298 19,930 20,961 19,893
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Anterior to the year 1750, thjé comparison -is-
not perfect, eleven . parishes having been brought
into the bills of mortality, between the years
1726 and 1745,

The number of unregistered interments in the
Metropolis, has been a question much agitated,
on occasion of forming computations for life
annuities, and for other purposes. In the last -
six months of 1794, it was ascertained by the
collector of the then tax on burials, that 3,148
persons were interred without being registered ;
and it is not likely that the whole number of-in-
terments, or even of burial groundg, were dis-
coverable for the purpose of taxation. If it be
assumed that, on account of the unregistered in-
terments, a third part (about 7000 anunually)
may be added to the registered burials, the
mortality of the Metropolis, in 1700, was one in
twenty-ﬁ\e in 1750, one in twenty-one ; in 1801,
'(and the four precedmg years) one in thirty-five;
since that, only one in thlrty-elght thus shew-
ing a gradual improvement in the health of the
" Metropolis, to & large amount ; but it was to be
expected that the extension of population over a -
larger space than formerly would have this sala-
tary effect. ' -

5.—A few parishes, now forming part of the
Metropolis, have not yet been brought into the
bills of ‘mortality. - The rapid increase of the

1
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population of this district since the beginning of
- the last century, shews how rapidly the Metro-
polis increases in extent, although its population
has not increased so fast as that of the kingdom
in general. In 1700, the Metropolis contained
almost an eighth part of the inbabitants of Eng-
land and Wales ; in 1750, above a tenth part,
and at present rather less than that proportion.-

6.—Objections may undoubtedly be made to
the propriety of the limits of the Metropolis
herein assumed; it may therefore be right to
add, that the total population of all the parishes
whose churches are within a circle extending
eight miles around St. Psul’s Cathedral, (in-
cluding the aforesaid addition of one twenty-fifth
part) amounts to one million two hundred and
twenty thousand. '

The population ascribed to the City of Paris,
is included in a district of this size.
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. This summary of the METROPOLIS is collected
. from the registers of 86 parishes, within the
walls of the City of London; from 12 parishes
without the walls; from 29 out-parishes; and
from 5 other parishes not included within the
bills of mortality ; (namely Chelsea, R.; Ken-
sington, V.5 St. Mary-le-bone, C.; Paddington,
C.; and Pancras, V.) in all, from 132 parishes :
_and it is believed that no return whatever re-

mains due. Several of the returns mentiop un-
entered baptisms, buruls, and mamages, to the
following amount, viz.:

Annual average number of unentered bap-‘

© tisms, 1,345; burials, 5,753 ; warriages, 27.
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POPULATION of GREAT BRITAIN, at four

POPULATION.
COUNTIES. 1. 2. 3. 4,

) 1700. 1750. 1801. 1811.
Bedford .occeve... 48,500 63,900 65,500 72,600
Berks .covveveees. 74,700 92,700 112,800 122,300
Buckingham ...... 80,500 90,700 111,000 121,600
Cambridge ........ 786,000 72,000 92,300 104,500
Cheltel’ escsvepoce 107’000 131’600 ° 198’100 234.600
Comwt“ eeccce o lostm lwﬁm 19415m 223’“
Clllllbel‘land (XX R R XN 62’300 86,9‘” 121’100 ]as‘sm
De'by [EAXRETN XX NN Y] 93’800 109’600 ) 166’500 19]’700
DeVOI‘I ee0cvesscene .248,200 i 272,200 354,400 398, 100
Dol'set essecssscnne 900000 96:400 1190100 .128:900
Durham .......... 95,500 185,000 165,700 |. 183,600

R &m (XA EE TR N Y XN 159!200 167!800 234!000 ' Qeoﬁmo
Gloucester secccase ]551200 2079800 259’100 2969100
Hereford .......... 60,900 74,100 92,100 - 97,300
Hertford ..........| = 82,600 30,500 107,300 108,700
Hunhugdon eecescnsl: 34, 700 32,500 38'800 43,700
Kento LR NN NN NN 153 800 190)000 . 817D800 385!“‘»
Lancaster..eeeece.. 166,200 297,400 695,100 856,000
l.ticeﬂel' ®eeecsc e 80.000 95’000 134!400 165!100
Lincoln ,......... 180,000 160,200 215,500 245,900
Middlesex "........ 624,200 641,500 845,400 885,100
Moomouth ......,, 39,700 | 40,600 47,100 64,200
Norfolk cccveeeens 210,200 215,100 282,400 301,800
Northampton ...... 119,500 123,300 - 136,100 146,100
Northumberland ... 118,000 141,700 162,300 177,900
Nottingham ........ 65,200 77,600 145,000 | ' 168,400
O!fol'doooooo eoscas 79,000 92,400 . 113,200 128,200
Rutland ..........| -. 16,600 13,800 16,900 17,000
Salop, or Shropshire 101,600 130,300 172,200 200,800
Somerset c.coce0eee 195,900 224,500 282,800 313,300
Southampton ....

(Hamohire) | } 18700 | 137500 | 226,000 | 263,300
Carried forward| 3,793,500 | 4,369,500 | 6,221,500 | 17,121,600
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different Periods in the 18th and 18th Centuries. ‘

) 12.

5. 6. . 8. 9. ‘ 10. 11. ANNUAL PROPORTIONS.
Area in | Divisional | Acting | Number | Parts N of N of B
‘Square |Mee County of of Popula- | Parish One One One

Miles | of Petty | Magi- | entire ol tion |Register| Baptism | Burial [Marriage
CEnglisb.) P Returns, | Réturns,|  to to to
1811. 1811, | Persons. | Persons. | Persons.

40| 5! 36| 12| 3| 138| 126 82| 56| 126

744 7' 84 148 16 220 167 34 63 144

748 9, 86 200 7 238 206 33 49 120

686 11 i 43 158 (] 176 171 30 44 |° 127
1,017 8! 46 87 3 494 127 a3 50 138
1,407 16 83 212 2 217 205 ‘32 ‘62 141
1,497 ] 42 103 —_ 310 183 36 54 138
1,077 6 36 136 | 6 318 181 33 56 137
2,488 19 119 464 2 485 469 383 52 113
1,129 8 41 270 2 328 262 35 57 135
1,040 12 54 73 2 2903 98 33 50 128
1,525 14 140 404 4 429 401 33 44 128
1,122 14 96 336 v 452 328 36 61 120

971 11 ‘61 213 12 272 226 36 58 150

602 7 56 32 4 2566 331 —_ —_— 260

3456 2 21 103 (] 108 97 31 48 120
1,462 14 133 403 3 440 401 30 41 118
1,806 138 90 68 2 467 187 29 48 108

816 6 38 212 8| 336 269 36 57 130
2,787 17 83 630 —_ 7217 614 32 51 | 126

297 9 220 194 1 243 195 40 36 94

816 9 29 120 3 166 124 47 64 153
2,013 33 130 722 3 752 692 30 60 128

965 7 43 301 6 343 293 35 52 133

1,809 -8 36 82 1 564 94 37 53 137

T4 6 52| 207 3 266 216 32 52 119

742 8 41 214 10 312 225 34 65 138

200 1 11 62 1 60 49 32 53 147

1,403 13 58 206 21 336 228 36 | - 57 143
1,649 .16 110 474 2 544 474 35 52 129
1,633 13 107 308 ] 394 309 . 31 49 106 .
136,600 332 |2,196 | 7,353 162 110,663 {7,877 | .... e
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POPULATION of GREAT BRITAIN, at folt -

W_

POPULATION.
COUNTIES 1. 2. 3. 4.
1700. 1750. 1801. 1811.

Brought forward} 3,793,500 | 4,369,500 | 6,221,600 | 7,121,560

Stafford ..........| - 117,200 | 160,000 | 247,100 | - 304,000

Suffolke...........| 152,700 | 156,800 | . 217,400 | 242,900

Surrey veeeevee....| 154,900 | 207,100 | 278,000 | 334,700

SUSSEX 2evenrennans 91,400 107,400 | 164,600 | = 196,500

‘Warwick vvv.......| 98,600 | 140,000 | 215100 | 236,400

Westmorland ..... 28,600 36,300 43,000 47,600
Wilts cevecsccscnne 153’900 168)400 191)200 : 2009300 !

Worcester ........ 88,200 108,000 143,900 165,900

York, East Riding .. 98,200 85,500 144,000 173,000

York, North Riding. . 98,600 117,200 160,500 157,600

York, West Riding,.| 236,700 | 361,500 | 82,700.| 675,100

England ......| 5,108,500 | 6,017,700 | 8,600,000 | 9,855,400

Wales ........| 366,500 | 449,300 | 559,000 | 632,600

- .| 545,000 | 6,467,000 | 9,168,000 | 10,488,000

Scotland ......| 1,048,000 | 1,403,000 | 1,652,000 | 1,865,000

Great Britain ..| 6,523,000 | 7,870,000 | 10,817,000 | 12,353,000
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v '

different Periods in the 18th and 19th Centuriés,

v : . 12.

% 6 | 7 8. 9. 10. | 1. L, wuas PROPORTIONS.
ber | Numb

Area in | Divisional | Acting |"Number | Parts of

- Square {Meetings| County of of Popula- | Parish One One One

Miles | of Petty | Magi- | entire . tion |Register| Baptism | Burial |Marriage
to to to

(English.)| Sessions. | strates. {Parishes. |Parishes. | Returns. | Returns.
1811 18i1. | Persons.| Persons. | Persons.

332 {2,196 | 7,363 162 10,56:;‘l TBTT | cove | cmen | vune

61| 178 | 32| &2 121
521 | 498 | 31| 53| 128
168 | 143| 36| 45| 130
328 | 300 30 55 129
268 | 209 35| 42| 116
113| 63| 31| 54| 135
391 307 |. 35| 54/ 136
252 | 197 | 32| 52| 132
451 | 246 | 30| 47| 105
530 | 217| 30| 51| 125
674 | 278 | 81| 51| 128

x
=]
<
[
(2]
™~
[l
o«

[
@ o
oF
w®
5 8 e
Q'
[y
VRO T D ke D 6O 1D O

445 |2,895 | 9,768 214 114,62010,318 33| 49| 120
75| 398 | 772 66| 1121 846 37| 0| 136

520 {3,293 |10,640, 270 15,741 11,159 34 50 | 122
Add for Parts of 184 - v,

, Col. ...

"Total Parishes....| 10,674

Scotland..| 882 8o 1,005, , ‘ .
phiifor Pt 3 gg |
Total Parishes 921 i
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REMARKS.

Column 5. The English square mile contains 640 statute
acres. X L .
\

8cotland (with its islands), is about equal to _Ireland in area,
and is half as large as England and Wales. .

Column 7. The justices of peace acting under the commission
for the Isle of Ely, are included in Cambridgeshire; and the
Jjustices acting for the ainstey of the City of York, are included in
the Bast Riding. One bundred aad eighty-three cities and thwns
have magistrates who lay claim to an exclusive jurisdiction; but
most of them exercise only a concurrent jurisdiction with the
county magistrates, and some of them no jurisdiction at all.

Column 9. The 270 parts of parishes in England and Wales
produce only 134 parishes, two parishes extending into three
counties each; 80 parts of Parishes in Scotland, produce only
39 parishes, for a similar reason.

Column 10. The number of Klaces which sepn_rately and dis-
tinctly levy a rate to maintain their own poor is 14,611, accord-
ing to the poor return abstract of 1803. :

The number of marriages in Devonshire and Hampshire is con-
siderably increased by sailors’ marriages, which take place at
Plymouth and Portsmouth: and the proportion of mamages in
Middlesex is rendered very high by the practice of clandestine
marriage, which is easily accomphshed in London. The very
Jow proportion of marriages in Hertfordshire shews that this
practice extends even to the lower classes in that county.

The First Part of CORRY’S HISTORY or LANCASHIRE
will be published in June, 1820. - .

Myr. CORRY is preparing for the Press, CROMWELL; or,
THE ADVENTURER: a Tale, to be comprised in Three Volumes,
Twelves. K -

THE END.

e r——————
BARNARD AND FARLEY,
©  Shinner-Street,London.



.



Digitized by GOOS[Q




Digitized by GOOS[Q



*






Digitized by GOOSI@



