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PREFACE,

X HE abufe of the reprefentation of the people in par-

liament being fo great as to have impreffed all parties

and profeflions, with a conviQion gf a reform being

indifpenfable, fuggefted the idea of publifhing this

Hiftory of the Boroughs of Great Britain. The limi-

ted right of eled ion in corporations; the inconfiftency

of the principles on which it is granted in different bo-

roughs; the abfurdity of repiefcnting places, where

the rcprefented are not to be found ; thg eq^uiyocal

detjirminationsrcfpe^ling .^voters, and the .arbitrary

nature of thus fecluding all towns from a (hare in the

legiflature, unlefs admitted jby an excluiive charter,

or siA of parliament I are_grcivances that have been

long felt, but never yet particularly afcertained. Thefc

great abufes have come before the houfe of Commons

and committees, in various Ihapes of complaint, and in

publiflied cafes, that have done their learned editors the

greateft honour ; but they have never yet b^en fyftemati-

cally
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cally colle6l:ed. As the grievances occurred, and they

were prcfented to parliament for redrefs, they have been

publirtied ; but as they are fcattered in the works of diffe-

rent writers, the information of conftitutional abufc

which they afford, is too divided for the mind to form

a complete idea of its aggregate enormity. Although

the cafes of Glanville, Douglas, Luders, and Frafcr, arc

the beft of references for the learned profeiTion, and for

members of the ligiflature, in all circumftances relating

to eledion conteft, yet, for the public in general, they

are too abn:ra6l, copious, and unconne6led.—It was

therefore our defjgn to colled the variety of thefe abufes,

Jnj)ur repreferitatipn into ^a obvious,difldn(3:, and concife

W^a^w, as the great extent of the fubjeiSi: would poffibly

ai^aiit. Cafes upon material points are flated, but as

briefly as the importance of the matter would permit.

Where the pleadings of counfel have illuftrated great

points in corporation and tenure law, they are inferted

as much in detail as the limits of the work would allow
;

but, when they have appeared lefs material, they have

rejeded, not as being fuperfluous, but to afford room for

matter more immediately necelTary.

Having, as above, ftated in what manner we have

availed ourfelves of the different cafes publiflied refpec-

ting eleding contefts, it may be neceffary to fay a few
words on the means wt have taken to render the Hiftory

of the Boroughs as ufeful to the public in general, as it

may have appeared defireable to particular individuals.

As
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As it was not intended to ferve political parties, flatter

corporations, or fupport corruption, but to inform the

nation of the nature of, the grievances fo necelTary to

remove, the greateft pains have been taken, fir ft, toafcer-

our rights, and then impartially to ftate their infringementsv

As a work of reference, we have arranged, in diftindt

heads, whatever relates to each borough refpe6lively, as

local information may be necelTary to fuch as may have ,

an individual intereft or concern in any of the counties*

cities, or boroughs. The firft eftablifhment, alternation,

and conftilution of evry town corporate, original repre-

fentation, right of ele6lion, mode of corrupting voters,

their number, returning officers, patrons, and political

charadler, are given with every attention to correct erro-

neous ftatements, and to afford an explicit, accurate, and

and impartial view of borough-reprefentation. And to

render the work as interefting- as poftible, the moft re-

markable political cafes and occurences relative to the

counties, cities, &c. are added to fuch as they concern.

Crew's Hiftory of Boroughs being too voluminous

for the public in general, and Willis's Notiiia Parliamen-

taria being too concife, erroneous, and deficient, to afford

fatisfa6tion for political enquiry, we have endeavoured to

fupply the dcfeds of the latter, without being guilty of

the prolixity of the former. To avoid the confufion

arifing from the manner in which Willis has related

different heads in one ftiort paragraph, we have made
diftina titles to each fubjea of a borough, and which are

diftinguifh.ed by fmall capitals. By this means, whatever

relates
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relates to the refpeaive fpccies of corporation and elec-

tion information, may he feen, with the greateft facili*

ty, under the heads of*

I.

POLITICAL CHARACTER.!

2.

CORPORATION*

3-

EIGHT OF ELECTION*

4-

NUMBER OF VOTERS.

5-

RETURNING OFFICERS.

6.

PATRON*

The firfl: head contains thofe circumftances of in-

dependence or fubjedtion, which chara6lerize every

borough, from its being prefcriptive or corporate^

free or dependent on ariftocracy, or having its eleftivc

V\ il3i35llfeJiicaiied-lo a few, or extended to the com-

munity*

The fecond contains the date and conftitution ofevery

charter, by which every corporate city and borough were

vefled with thefe exclufiue privileges* The municipal

officers are particularifed, and any parliamentary decifion

ftated, that materially relates to the privileges or the

cftablifhment in any of the faid cities or boroughs.

The



PREFACE, Vlll

The third contains all the refolutions, and the moft

important cafes that have pafled the houfe, or committees,

relative to the right of voting. Where no refolution

has pafTed the houfe rcfpeding eledtive franchife, the

right, as pra6lifed and acknowledged, is inferted. In

this part, we have had, occafion to correct many errors

that have efcaped many authors who have written on

icledions.

The fourth contains the number of voters, afcertained

moftly from perfonal experience, and fome from a fight

of the refpe(ftive poll-books. We therefore hope, in

this effential part of eledion information, to receive

that confidence it was our anxious efforts to deferve.

The fifth contains the returning officer in each city

and borough ; and as material influence has attached to

the department of this office, in elections, the greateft

care has been taken to ftate in whom the power is vefted.

The fixth contains the name of that perfon or perfons,

who from feudal eftablifhment, perfonal acquaintance,

minifterial connexion, or landed property iij the vicinity,

has that influence, which, from the obedience it com-

mands from obfequious voters, is termed eledlive

patronage.
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INTRODUCTION,

pREVlOUS to giving an hiftorical detail of the

parliamentary abufes ariling from the corrupt

Hate of borough reprefentation, it is necelTary to

eftablifh the free principle of our legiflation. Be-

fore the fources and flreams of opprelTion arc

traced, our original right fhould be afcertained.

It is impoflible to know the extent of an evil, bu<

by comparing it with the blefTing it either injures

or deftroys. Nor can the cure be effedled without

confidering the conftitution of the patient. Thus,

in all political as well as phylical grievances, we

lliould recur to the original nature of the conftitu-

tion, before we even fuggeft,and much lefs apply,

the remedy. By too hafty a defire to reform, de-

ftrudlion may enfue. To allay, therefore, the heat of

party, to prepare the public mind for deliberate

inveftigation, and to prove that our liberties may

be renovated without the deftrudlion ofthe confti-

tution or perfonal facrifice^ is the immediate

b purpofc
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purpofe of our prefent enquiry into tlic firfleffa*

bliftiment ofour liberties, by a free, equal, and en-

tire reprefentation of the people.

Parliament is derived from Parlement^ which

is the liame the Normans gave to our national

afTemblies. The word irfelf being derived from

parley^ i. e. to fpeak, implies an affembly appro^

priated for fpeaking, or debating. And as it was,

and is fummoned by writs from the king, pro

tiuibuSy arduis & urgentihus negotiis nos, Jiat, tfT* de^

fenftonem reginojiri^ ecclef, Anglic, cancementy upon

fome arduous and urgent bufinefs concerning the

king. Hate and defence of the kingdom and efla-

blilhed church, it is evident the intention of par-

liament is to colledl the fenfe of the people on

what relates, not only to the king—but to their

own temporal and eternal welfare.

Parliament, according 'to that great fecretary

arid privy counfellor. Sir Thomas Smith, has

power to repeal old laws, and toeftablifh new ; to

regulate times prefent and future ; to decide on

all matters of property ; to legitimate the fpurious

;

to eftablifh public worfhip ; to determine the

royal fucccflron; to decide on all controverilcs

without appeal, where there is no other law to

judge ; to levy taxes ; to pardon offenders ; t6

fupport the opprelTcd, and to punifh the oppref-

for;
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fdt; to difpenfe life and death; and, in a word,

to perform whatever could be don€ by the ccmitia

ceniuriata or trihnnitia^ i. e. all the people ofRome.

Th<? above is th^ir adlive power. Their confti-

tuent power, according to the fame authority, con-

lifts in every lEnglifhman, from the prince to the

peafant, and of whatever ftate, dignity, or qua-

lity, poflciling the right of being prefent in par-

liament either in perfon or by procuration or

attorney ^ and the confent of the parliament is

underftood to be every man's confent.

By the privileges of parliament, we mean the

free, uninfluenced, and uncontroulcd exercife of

that power with which they are inverted by

their conftituents. It is not meant here to efta-

blifh that abufe of the le;>c et eonfiietudo parliamenti^

by which they have feeri them arrogate privileges,

neither granted by the people^ or even fandtioned

by the conftitution. For, certainly, Burgh is juft

in obferving, that to proted, exclude and expel

their own members ; to decide their own caufes j

pfofecute, arreft, imprifon, reprimand, or fine

their entiployers at their arbitrary pleafure, is

trampling on Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights*

The chief andmofl: facred privileges of the com-

nfton^ is that w^hich fecurcs them from the power

of the crown. Keeping this privilege inviolat-e

b 2 preferves
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preferves the independence of parliament, and,

confequently, the freedom of the conftitution*

And, as one effedhial means of fecuring this pri-

vilege, the commons, A. 'D. 1541, protedled

themfelves from arreft for debt by writ from the

fpeaker, which was done before by, a writ from the

chancellor. Had they been at the mercy of cre-

ditors, arrefling them might have been ufcd as a

flate-cngine to prevent their attendance in parlia-

ment, when their prefence was indifpenfibly necef-

fary to guard fhe rights of their conftituents. But

although the power and privilege ofour reprefen-

ratives have been defcribed as almoft illimitable,

yet they are as amenable to the laws, as any

other fubjedl of the realm, in what relates to felo-

,ny, breach ofthe peace, or treafon. No aflump-

tion of privilege can Ihield them from the profecu-

tion they may, in either of the above inftances,

provoke.

Inanfwer to fuch as aflert, that the commons of

England were no part of the ancient Commune

Concilium hchrc the 49th of Henry the T^hird,

and that it was the ^ introduced by rebellion, it

will be here endeavoured to prove, that thcMick/e-

gmote^ Witiena-gemotey Communi Concilium, BaronaU

• gum. Jugli^^wcre chiefly conftituted by the com-

l
mons or people of England during the time ofthe

i . Britons and Saxons^

3 Although
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Although the government of the Britons is

rather obfcure, from time having obliterated moil

of thofe few records their own want of literature,

had left behind them, yet C^/ar^TaciluSy Dionj^us,.

CaJJiuSy and others, have left fufficient tcftimonies

of their freedom. Spelman fays, the Britonsi

had their Com^nime Concilmmy or parliament, which

they called Kyfr^y-lhen^ from their laws being

formed in that Allembly. And when Lucius fent

to pope Elutherius for the Roman laws, the pope,

not ignorant of the Britifh conftitution, wrote him

an anfwer to the following purport: Thcu haft aU

moft every page of them in thy kingdom. From them^

by the grace of God, by the council ofthy kingdom, take

the lazVy and by that power ofGod, rule thy kingdom of

Britain. And as a farther evidence that the

Britons had not only political, but municipal

laws, Bede fays, there were in Britain tweniy^eight

cities, formerly the moft diftinguiJJoed, befides innumera-

ble caftles that were defended by walls^ towers, ports,

and barred gates.

This authority demo nitrates,^ that they were

not then an itinerant people, as fome have ima-

gined, wandering in tribes without government,

or fettled habitations. On the contrary, they

are thus proved to have made fuch confidera^

ble progrefs in civilization, as to have formed a

b 3 government.
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government, eftablilhed communities, and to have

fortified themfelves by caftles, like every other

country in whieh civil fociety has been eftablifl)-

cd ; for, 'whenever focial compacts raife an idea,

of property, caftles are generally built for its de-

fence.

The Saxonexercifeofconftituting their wiitena^

gemotes and mhkie-gemoieSy which were fubverted

by the feudal tenures, eftablifhed by the Normans,

was only a continuance of the kyfr^y-then, or po-

pular alTcmblies of the Britons, as improved by

their intercourfe with the Romans ; their own

cuftoms of forming laws by general councils being

congenial with thofe they found in their newly

acquired territory, they had only to change their

name and not their nature. Thus was the Britifh

appellation of their public meetings altered to that

of the Saxon. The alTembly of the people them-

felves, was called, as before obferved, the mickh^

gemote^ the council of the many. And the

AlTembly of the reprefentatives, was called the

wiitena-gemoie^ the council of the prudent ! The

honourable epithet attached to the latter popular

meeting, proves that prudence was the firft and

moll eifential qualification of a Saxon reprefenta-

tive.

During the Saxon heptarchy, we have feveral

inftances
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inflance recorded of thefe wittena-ge motes be-

ing held for the enading of laws, regulating pub-

lic concerns, and advifing on every matter rela-

tive to the whole community.

The property of the land was certainly the

unalienable right of that whole colledlive body

of freemen which comppfed the armies of our

Saxon conquerors. Each foldier was not only a

voluntary aflbciatc, but a co-partner in the ha-

zard of their lives, and confequently the reward

in attending their vidories. Although, under a

general commander, they were equally free and

independent with himfclf, and had as juft a

claim to their portion of the conquered lands as

their leader. For their wars were not under-

taken, like thofe of modern date, at the caprice

or ambition of one man, or rather monfter, who

thus facrifices for a whim, and fometimes even

for the extenfion of tyranny, millions of lives

and treafur^, before his fanguinary thirft is fated.

Enured tq toil, hardfhip, and neccflity, war was

their protkflion, which ftimulated them to the

conqueft of countries where niture,-more boun-

teous than in their own, invited their fettlement

;

thus all had one common danger and interefl:.

Engaged in the fame cnccrprizc, they claimed and

(haied
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fhared the fame emoluments as their generals, ex-

cept the latter having a greater portion according

to their refpedlive ranks. The general, aflifted by

the princes and chief-officers, divided, therefore,

the conquered land into as many portions as

there were corps of different provinces among

the vidors. Thefe portions were fubdivided

among the leveral families and individuals com-

pofmg each corps, according to their merit, dig-

nity, and neceflity. Thus every tribe held his

pofTeffion independent of the reft, except being

fubjedl to the fame civil government which they

had brought with them from Germany. The

larger divifions conftituted the pagi^ and

the lefTcr formed fo many trithings, hundreds

and tythings, each under its own ealdorman,

or proper officer^ from the regiments being com-

pofed of fuch proportionate diftindl numbers as

tens, hundreds, and thoufands. For, in their

military expeditions, the forces of every province

always marched and fought by themfelves. And

each tribe, or provincial force, is defcribed to

have been regularly divided into ditlind corps

of ten, a hundred, and a thoufand men. To
this conftitution of their armies, and the confe-

quent fubdivifion of the lands they acquired

by conquefls, may be attributed the origin of

^

dividing
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dividing our fhires and counties into thofe di-

vifions which feem to have been falfely attribu-

ted to the regulation of Alfred. That it was a

German inftitution, appears from the fame divi-

lion of lands being made in other countries,

where thofe northern warriors eftablifhed them-

felves. For tythings and hundreds were not only

known in Italy, but are recorded to have been

there long before the days of Alfred.

It being one of the chief objeds of ^his work,'

ta.^ffetain., the rights we poiTeffed bythe firft

eftablifhnrient ofour government, it is neceffiry

to prove that copyholders, who are fo numerous,

and a refpedlable body in this country, have an

equal claim to cledlive franchife with a freeholder.

Thofe being reftored this right, would renovate

an eflential part of the conftitution, which has

fallen a prey to arbitrary power, and iniidious

corruption. By admitting copyholders to vote

for members of parliament, would extend the Ipi-

rit of juflice and freedom to a large and deferv-

ing part of the community. Having no friend

to vindicate their rights, they have been left to

wither on the wafte of oppreffion. But, like the

vigorous produfts of nature, they have not only

borne the blafi: of the defert, but have even

grown to a greater height than many that have

9 beca
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been matured in a more genial foil and climate.

This body of people having, therefore, rifen to

be poflcfTors of confiderable property, to vindi-

cate their privileges, it is prefumed, will be no

uninterefling endeavour; and to prove they have

the claim of being reprefented, arguments will

be drawn from law, reafon, andjuftice.

In the firft eftablilbrnenL of our laws, the pof-

<Jf feflbrs of land were necefTarily the only freemen,

from there being no other fpecies of property

that could entitle the owner to a right of being

confulted in what related to its prote8ion. War

and agriculture, as before obferved, were their

[only avocations, and therefore land conftituted

.ifjthc holder as the onlyperfon pofTefTed of civil

and political liberty. Commerce, not having

then created the variety of other property it has

fince the chartering of boroughs, there were no

other owners of polTeffion to claim the privileges

of freemen. But furely this could not juftly pre-

clude all other perfons, but freeholders, from

having their acquifitions proteded by a fhare in

their legiflature ? Had this been the .principle

of the government, no perfon would eYer have

been induced to leave the plough or the fword,

by which they could only maintain their freedom.

Knowing trade and arts would render them little

better
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better than bond-men, commerce and manufac-,

tures would never have been eftablifhed. Grant-

ing charters, beflowing markets, and incorpora-

ting towns for the encouragement of trade, would

never have ftimulated the artizan to profecutc

his induftry, had he known his acquifitions, from

not being freeholds, deprived him ofa freeman's

inheritance. But the principle of the Sil^SB

government being liberty, founded onjufliceand

true policy, all the inhabitants of boroughs, un-

4 lefs bondmcn^or villeins, were admitted as^Mem-

bers of their tithing-cp^^^

ly judicial, but legiflative, as far as the welfare

of the refpedive decenaries required. The by-

laws that were made in thefe courts, as well as in

the hundreds, tythings, and county courts, prove

they were legiflative. The inhabitants, therefore^

of thefe^ixiiall divilions, being their own reprefen-

tatives, prove that every houfe-holder, whether

polTeffing land or other property, exercifed the

privileges of a freeman in the greateft extent.

All tenants, or holders of landed property^

«*. have a conftitutional claim to the right of iegif-

latlon. It is not intended to fupport the claims

of charter againft the common rights of man, but

to vindicate conftitutional privilege againft arbi-

trary infringement.

According to what has been traced of our an-

4 cient
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cicnt government, every perfonwhg wa&.DQtab-

folutely a bondnnan^jiot only had,^^^.b^^

the franchife of a citizen. The whole kingdom

being divided intotythings which were compofed

often families, who were pledges to each other of

their being qualified, as well for (baring in the

common privileges of thefe communities, as of

their honefty and integrity, included every often-

fible houfeholdcr as eligible to fhare in the legif-

lation and jurifdidion of his refpe(5tive focicty.

And as thefe tythings were the original boroughs,

every inhabitant, who was a^member of thefe

decenaries, w^ jiot^thc eledtor, but the rcprefcji-

tative ofhimfclfand family in the tything court

where bye or borough laws were made, for the

welfare and protection of thefe fmall Societies.

No charter was required to give them rights to

the exclufion of others equally deferving of a

citizen's privileges with themfelves. Tojbejx^e

and honefl^^were then the only claims^jhmLt enti-

*^led them to franchi^fe^And as thefe divifions were

the ancient boroughs, the head of each tything

mas called, as before obferved, a borfholder or

head of the borough. Thefe chiefs ofthe diftridt

were, even in the time of the Normans, the barons

who went to the general affembly of the flate.

Thus
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Thu5_^vaiy..J[keimn, from every tything, had

right to be prefent in this fovereign council.

No charter or corporation reftraints fettered this

^HPi^PiLPilv^^^g^ J n?^^^'^£^llte.?b3.ixce..-0f hirth,

power of purchafe, flaverj of feptenniel feryice,

intereft ofmarriage, or favour of redemption, ac-

quired the right. It was a general blefling dif-

jj penfed to all tbat-W et-e .
pQlTeired of property and

probity : noiLwas jjiis rightjof
^ y

byj^uahfi^cation ; for Jt was not confined to the

quantity or g[uality of^jthe^polTeffion. Every

freemen who had an intereft in the government,

either with refped to the fecurity of his perfon,

or the prefervation of his property, claimed and

enjoyed his Ihare of the legiflature. Enfranchifed

J^ copyholders had equally a right of legiflation with

the freeholder, and every member of a tything or

borough, without diftinclion, claimed the fame

privilege.

From the many definitions that have been

given of boroughs, arguments have been falfcly

drawn to fupport the prefent fyftem of their ex-

cluffve reprefentation againft the conftitutional

right of every other town, village, hamlet, and

houfe in the kingdom. But that which has given

the greateft fancflion to this partial abufe, or

rather
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rather perverfioh of the ancient government, is

the falfe explanation which Coke has given oii

Lyttleton's chapter of Burgage tenure. Coke^

in his notes, fays, that fuch a town is called a

borough, becaufe it fends burgeiTes to parlia-

ment. This has, therefore, induced the parti-

zans of limited reprefentation to alTert, on this

learned gentleman's authority, that no town but

what is called a borough, ought to fend mem-

bers to parliament. The name itfelf, they fay^

is an evidence of this exclufive right being

confined to fuch boroughs ; for had other towns

the fame right, they would have been called

boroughs. Eager to feize the leaft fupport to

their abitrary fyftem, they adopt abfurdity for

propriety, inconfiftency for reafon, and falfehood

for truth. Had they not been fo premature in

producing this authority, they would have feen

that, inftead of towns being called boroughs,

from fending burgefles to parliament, burgeifes

are fo called from being chofen to rcprefqnt bo-

roughs. But this lap/us pluma of Coke is after-

ward compenfated by the evidence he gives of

thefe towns being fo called from Borhoet the

Saxon word for a pledge, and, from thefe pledges

being reciprocally given by the members in

each
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each tything, and fuch companies of ten families

were called burghs, or boroughs. And as every

tything, as we have before ftated, was free, the in-

corpof-ating of boroughs was the disfranchife-

mcnt of other towns and diftrids. While

thefe charters, thus, confined the original right

of reprefentation to fuch boroughs as were more

immediately in the favour orinterefl of the king,

or demefne lord, the reft were unjuftly pre-

cluded. In this manner the houfeholders, far-

mers, towns, and cities, dare not exercife theii

^ ancientrights without privilege of charter. The

rights of man depending on the caprice of arbi-

tary power, thus lay at the mercy of fovereignin-

tereft. From this partial chartering of boroughs,

,. narliaments were formed that were entirely the

tools of royalty. The liberty of being reprefented,

was humbly received as a conceflion of the king.

Thus were the inherent liberties of the natign

firft limited from perfpnal legiflation to elecfliYe

franchife^ which was afterwards confined to the

mercenary dependents of arbitrary pQ>ver. The

general rights of the nation being, in this man-

ner, difpenfed only to the creatures of the crown,

the original houfe of commons loft its indepen-

dence in this wreck of prefcriptive legiflation.

Thus
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Thus was the conftitution firft contaminated with

the difeafe ofcorruption. The dependence ofthe

cledor for his right, and the reprefentative for

his reward on the government, fubjeded the vir-

tue of both to the controul of the executive pow-

er, and has at lad reduced the reprefentative

fyftem to a mere Ihadow and a name.
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OF THE

BOROUGHS OF GREAT BRITAIN,

BEDFORDSHIRE.

TT was not our original intention to have

entered into any inquiry refpecfting the repre-

fentation of counties : as their political integrity

is fpotlefsj when compared with the delinquency

of boroughs. But as influende has extended itfelf

over more than half the conflituent body of fi*ee-

holders in thefe kingdoms ; and that influence

being in general veiled in peers, and therefore the

rnore dangerous, from' being the moft authori-

tative and unconflitutional, county reprefentation

is thus a moft indifpenfible part of our duty to

notice.

Vol, I4 - B Another
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Another infurmountable objedtioit to the pfe-

ferrt fyftem of county reprefentation, and which

eonftitutes it an ariilocratkal eftablilhment, b
that of its being a- partial re^refentadon of pro-

perty,* and ftot anintire frqe, reprefentation,^

perfons. This is not only repugnant to the firft

principle of liberty, but to the very exiflence of

the conltitution.

In addition to what we have eflablilhed as

conftitutional right in our Ihort hiftorical view

pi-eceding thefe pages, we think it neceffary here

to infert what the Rev._Mr. Biirgh has, with fo

much juftiee and liberality, faid on this fubjcdl.

We are the more anxious to ftate his^ obfervations,

as they are not only congenial to our own, but

are a moft refpedable confirmation of the refuh

ofour preceding enquiries.

** Every one has what may be called property,

and unalienable property : every man has a life,

a perfonal liberty, a charadler, a right to his

earnings, a right to a religious profeflion and

worfhip according to his confciencc, &c. ; and

many mcny who are id. a ftateofdependance upon

.others, and who receive charity, have wives and

children, in whom they have a right. Thus the

poor are in danger of being injured by the go<-

vernmen-c

* Vidcfupra^ oir copyholders.
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vemment in a variety of ways. Butj^iccording

to the cpmmpnly received dodlrine, that feryants,

f and thofe who receive alms, have no right to

vote for members of parliament, an immenfe

multitude of the people are utterly deprived of

all power in determining who fhall be the pro-

tedors of their lives, their perfonal liberty, their

little property (which, though lingly confidered,

is of fmall value, yet is upon the whole a very

great objedlj, and the chaftity of their wives and

daughters. What is particularly hard upon the

poor in this cafe is, that though they have no

fhare in determining who fhall be the lawgivers

of their country, they have a very heavy fhare in

raifing the taxes which fupport government.

The taxes on malt, on beer, leather, foap, candles,

and other articles, which are paid chiefly by the

poor, who are allowed no votes for members of

parliament, amount to as much as a heavy land-

tax. The landed intereft would complain

grievoufly,if they had no power of eleding repre-

fentatives ; and_xUs an cftabli^^^

Hates, that whoeyer cpntribLites „to the , expeiifc^s

of government, ought to be fatisfied concerning

the application of the money contributed by

them, confequently ought to have a fhare in

cleding thofe who have the power of applying

B 2 their
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their money. Nor has the receiving of atms

been always held a firfficient reafon for refuiing

the privilege of voting, as appears by the follow-

ing refolution of the houfe of commons—*' That

" the freemen ofthe port ofSandwich, inhabiting:

" w^ithin the faid borough (although they receive

" alms), have a right to vote in eleding barons

** to ferve in parliament/'

It is likewife held to be law at this day, that a

j^ freeholderj;ecej^^yingalms does not thereby forfeit

his eleftive franchife, ofwhich every other elecftor

in this cafe is divefted. Thefe arguments appear

to us incontrovertible. But, whatever difference

of opinion may prevail, it will certainly be ad-

mitted that every inhabitant houfeholder, at lead,

paying taxes, ought to have a fhare in that repre-

fentation by which the faid burthens are levied.

As an efficient member of the community, he is

certainly eligible to be concerned in forming thofe

laws by which he, among the reft of his fellow-

citizens, is governed.

Having premifed thus much refpedling the

reprefentation, we now proceed to obferve parti-

cularly with regard to the county of Bedford,that

the influence of its eleAion is partly polTelTed by

the Duke of Bedford, who can always return one

member for this county ; and Lord St. John, at.

prefent.
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prefent, fends the other. But the intereft of

the latter is by no means permanent ,• for he

carried his eledion only by a lingle vote in 1784.

It is therefore now generally underftood, that

Lord Ongley and Sir Gillies Payne, have each as

good an intereft aii the St. John family.

Bedfordlhire contains ten market towns, and

one hundred and lixteen parilhes, and fends four

members to parliament.

BEDFORD TOWN,

This borough had, for near a century, 'been

under the influence of the Bedford family. But

in the year 1768, when Mr. Wilkes was in the

zenith of his popularity, the corporation, whom
the Duke of Bedford had offended, took an

effecflual method to deftroy the Bedford intereft

in that town. For this purpofe, they made the

late Sir Robert Bernard, Mr. Alderman Townf-

bend, John Horn Tooke, efq. and feveral more

independent gentlemen, traders, yeomen, &c.

freenTcn. The lirfl: of thefe they chofe recorder;

$nd the borough feemed thus to have entirely

emancipated irfelf from ariftocratical influence.

A petition was prefented, by Mr. Whitbrcad

and Mr. Howard, againfb the eledlion of Sir

William Wake, bart. and Robert Sparrow, efq-

5 .
ii?
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in 1774, in which the petitioners difputed the

right of all fuch burgefles and freemen as were

non-relidents, which they fupported on the laft

determination of the houfe, on the 1 2th of April,

1690.

The committee were of opinion that the word^

of the above refolution, " being houfeholders of

Bedford/' do not refer to the burgeiTes and free-

men, but to the inhabitants only.

The chairman likewife added, although not

in the formal words of a refolution, that the

committee were clearly of opinion, that the

objedtion of occafionality would not be with free-

men refident or non^refidcnty made above a year

before the eledlion. By this determination, the

independent freemen, made as above, were all

declared legal electors of this borough.

The above important queflion being thus de-

cided in favour of Wake and Sparrow (the fitting

members)^, the petitioners proceeded toeftablifh

certain voters 'vvho had been refufed on the charge

of pauperifm ; and feveral decifions were made,

which, being contrary to former legal decifions,

may be proper to be here ftated.

Thefirfl queflion was. Whether perfons having.

:(:eceived a charity within a year before the election,

"were entitled to vote? The committee determined,

that
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that perfons receiving Sir Wiliiam Harper's* cha-

rity are not thereby difqualified. This point was

in favour of the petitioners, Whitbread and

Howard.

A queflion next arofe, of a fimilar importance,

refpeding inhabitants coming to refide within

the fcveral parilhes of the town of Bedford, with

certificates from other parifhes, having a right

to vote. Thefe were admitted, by agreement of

counfel, not to come under the defcription of

paupers, and were of courfe added to the poll of

the petitioners.

The counfel for the petitioners then endea-

voured to fupport, and the counfel for the fitting

members to oppofe, on the fame charge,

—

Firfl,—Perfons having received a charity called

Howe's Charity ;

Secondly,—Perfons having received a charity

called Welborn's Charity ;

Thirdly,—The mafters and brethren of St,

John's Hofpital

;

Fourthly,—Freemen who had received parifli

relief within a year before the eledlion

;

Fifthly,

* A native of Bedford, who was fome time lord mayor of

London, in the reign of Elizabeth. He founded a free-,

fchool,
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Fifthly,—Freemen who had an inchoate right

to their freedoni, but were admitted contrary to

the accuftomed mode of admillion, and within a

year before the eledlion.

Upon the above queftions the committee de-

termined that fuch as had received Howe's cha-r

rity were not thereby difqualified—That fuch as

had received Welbqrn's charity were thereby

difqualified—That the mafters and brethren were

not difqualified—That fuch as had received

alms, meaning thereby parifh relief, within the

twelve months previous to eledlion, were difqua-

lified—That fuch freemen having an inchoate

right, but admitted to their freedom within the

laft twelve months, were difqualified.—And
laftly, Th^t they would not rejedl any perfon*5

vote for receiving alms within the faid year pre-

ceding the eledion.

It was thought necelTary to ftate the above as a

guide for future eleftions in this town.

Upon the above decifions, Sir William Wake,

one of the fitting members, and Samuel Whit-

bread, one of the petitioners, were declareci duly

eledted.

Upon the death of Sir Robert Bernard, thq

prefent Duke of Bedford was chofen recorder iq

jii?
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his room, and has fince prevailed upon the cor-

poration to make an additional number offreemen

in his intereft, to counterbalance the others, who,

not having been made twelve calendar months

previous to the laft election in 1790, could noi;

influence the eledlion of the prefent members

(Colhoun and Whitbread jun.) But, upon every

future eledlion, it is thought the Bedford intereft

muft as formerly prevail.

The liberties of the corporation extend above

nine miles in circuit round the town ; and a

member of Bedford, many years fince, bequeath-

<sd to it a field or two in the fpot now called

Theobald's-row, Red-Lion-ftreet, Eagle-fireet,

and its environs, near Red-Lion-fquare, London

;

the leafes whereof expiring fome years fince, the

eflate is become fo confiderable, that the corpo-

ration obtained an aft of parliament to empower

them to give portions to fervant-maids, for the

encouragement of population, fees with poor

children bound apprentices, and other charitable

-donations.

Corporation—Confifls of a mayor, recorder,

deputy-recorder, two bailiffs, thirteen common

council, an uncertain number of aldermen, be-

caufe all who have fcrved the office ofmayor are

after-
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afterwards reputed aldermen, but thefe mufl not

<exceed the number twelve. The charter they

now aft under was granted 1664 by Chatles II.

Right of Election — Nominally veiled in

the burgefTes, freemen, and inhabitants being

houfeholders, and not receiving alms.

NuMBEROF Voters— Were, according to Wil-

lis, about 1000, are now increafed to 1400.*

Return ingOfficers—The mayor and bailiffs.

Patron—The Duke of Bedford.

COUNTY OF BERKS,

POIITICAL CHARACTER,

This county, Uke Bedfordfhire, has half of

its reprefentation fubjedl to ariftocracy. The in-

terell of Lord Craven has generally fufficient

weight to influence the election of one reprefen-

tative

;

* This number being too numerous to be influenced by that

corruption which would rank it among rotten boroughs, the canr

dour of hiftorr obliges us to rank it among the many that are

^pade under the controul of ariftocracy.
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tative : the other depends on the attachments of

a few ofthe leading men of property m the county

to the miniflry or oppofition for the time being.

Berkfhire contains 12 market towns and 140

parifhes, and fends 9 members to parliament.

ABINGDON,

Political Character—This is one of the

few boroughs over which ariftocratical influence

or corruption has not yet been able to extend its

controul, which is owing moft probably to the

two following caufes : firfti the borough fending

only one reprefentativCj, has only half the temp-

tation for an opulent neighbour to enflave it i the

other caufe is, from the freedom of ele6live con-

flitution, which feems thu§ to defy all arbitrary

encroachments. For, though it was chartered fo

late as Philip and Mary, and its corporation and

^eprefentative power vefted in the feledt body^

yet, by the exertion of its inhabitants, they have

not only obtained the conflitutional right of

eledling the members by the inhabitants at large,

but likewife oftheir mayor and magiflrates, which

^s the only fecurity of their independence, and

which a felf-eledled corporation would have long

fince fub verted.

Original
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Original Representation—This borough,

as a town of great trade, fent once, (i i Edw. III.)

upon a peremptory fummons, to the council, or

national aflembly; and received its charter,

Nov. 24, J 55 7, from Philip and Mary, who thei3L

imprivileged them to fend one burgefs to parlia-

ment.

Corporation—Confifts of a mayor, two bai-

liffs, nine aldermen, and fixteen afliftants. The

mayor and bailiffs are the returning officers ; and

the elecftors, according to national right and juf-

tice, are the inhabitants^ajjog^XcotandJat^and

not receiving dms,or 2Jt^ (Jan. 18, 1680,

s^nd Jan. 8, 1689.)

Right of Election—In the inhabitants pay-

ing fcQt and lot, and nojt receiving alms, 1 8 Janu^

ary 1708.

Number of Voters—600.

remarkable resolution.

March 3, 1698. The houfe rcfolved. That the

proceedings of William Hucks,efq. (in pre-

fuming to make ufe oftht; authority ofthe go-

vernment to the borough ofAbingdon, in or-

der to be eledted a burgefs for the faid bo-

rough) is a fcandalous refledlion upon the go-

vernment, and tends to fubvertthe freedom of

cledions of members to ferve in parliament,
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li. Ordered, That the faid William Hucks, ef^.

be taken into cuftody.

Remark,—Were the houfe always to decide in

fimilar cafes fo agreeably to the conllitu-.

tion, the government would reform itfelf

without the aid of the people.

But the following palTage, extraded from

Burgh, fhews this patriotic refolution had not a

very long influence

:

" Sir Simon Harcourt complains fadly of ill

«* ufage in his eledtion for Abingdon, A.D. 170S,

" refledlihg feverely on the houfe, and the wicked

*« arts ufed againft him ; inlifting to the lafl, that

" he was the legal member,by a clear majority, by

« the moil fair eftimation." Deb. Com. iv. iii.*

READING.

Political Character—This borough, like

Abingdon, has not yet been fubjedled to the ar-

bitrary influence of any opulent individual. Cor-

ruption, indeed, has been faid to have had its

influence on former occafions : but as it has not

yet been reduced to a fyfliem within the borough,

or produced any convidions in the houfe of

commons, or in the courts ofjuftice, it is far

from

• Burgh, vol. I. 294,
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from us to attribute to it any undeferved delin-

quency ; it being equally the intention of this

work to praife public integrity, as well as to ex-

pofe national injury. It may here be therefore

obferved, that its prefent reprefentatives, Mr.

Annefley and Mr. Neville, are gentlemen of in-

dependent connexions, and whofe intereft in this

borough entirely exifls in the good opinion of

the eledlors.

It muft however be here noticed, that al-

though the borough is not immediately under the

controul of any individual, yet the fame cannot

be faid to have been always the praife of its

reprefentatives ; for, in the peniion parliament.

Sir Francis Dolman, one of its members, ap-^

peared to havea penfion of 200I. and was aflifled

by the court in the curious will, by which he

obtained Quarlcs's edate, valued at 1600I. He

was then clerk of the council, worth 500I. per

annum, and had a promife of being fecretary of

ftate.*

Original Representation—This town has

fent to parliament ever lince 23 Edw. I.

Corporation—According to the charter of

Charles II. conlifts of a mayor, recorder, twelve

aldermen, and as many capital burgefTes. The

manor

• Burgh, vol, I. 392.
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manor of the town was fettled by king James L
after the death of his queen, on prince Charles

his fecond fon, afterwards Charles I. but it is

now veftcd in the corporation.

Number of Voters—Above 600.

^ WALLINGFORD.

This borough, after exhibiting itfelf to the

highefl bidder for a number of years, is now

bought up by Sir Francis Sykes, the nabob, who

has pofTeffed himfelf of all thehoufes which give

the eledors the right of fuffrage.

Angient Representation—This borough has

fent, like Reading, members to parliament ever

fince the 23 Edward I. \i was called a city when

William the Conqueror came here, after the de-

feat of Harold, to receive the fubmillion of

Stigand, archbifhop of ' Canterbury, and other

great men.

Corporation—Was chartered by James L

and confifts of a mayor, recorder, fix aldermen,

and eighteen burgeffes or affiflants, wlio pofTefs

the rents and profits of the manor, fairs, and mar-

kets, by virtue of a ieafe from the crown. The

mayor and fix aldermen are the juftices of the

peace within the borough.

4 Right
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Right of Election—In the corporation arid

inhabitants paying fcbt and lot, and receiving no

alms (Dec. 15, 1709)^

Returning Officer—The mayor.

Proprietor—Sir Francis Sykes, baronet*

Number of Voters—140.

NEW WINDSOR.

Political Character—The intercfl in this

borough, which preponderated in the conteft be*

tween Keppel and Powney in 17 So, is not to be

named here, or in any other place. All that part

of the town which is in Buckinghamfliire is not

within the limits ofthe borough. The corpora-

tion is in the intereft of the Earl of Beaulieu,

their high-fteward ; but they forgot not, upon

any occafion, that a very great, perfonage

does them the honour of reliding among

them.

Original Representation—This town ha-

ving been chartered as a borough A. 5 Edward I.

began to return members to parliament in the

30th year of the fame reign, and continued to

fend until the 14th Edward III. when it in-

termitted fending until the 25th Henry VI. Since

this time it has regularly been reprefented.

Cor-
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Corporation—Accordrng to the prefent char-

ter granted anno i James II. 1685, confifts of a

mayor, two bailiffs, twenty-eight burgefles, who

are chofen out of the principal inhabitants,

thirteen of whom are called fellows or benchers

of the Guildhall : of thefe, ten from among them,

befide the mayor and bailiffs, are chofen, and arc

llyled aldermen.

RightofElection—According to the^follow-

ing refolutions, it has been varioufly determined.

Nov. 4, 1680. ^^ Refolvedy That, in the borough

" of New Windfor, thofe inhabitants only

" who pay fcot and lot have a right to votem
** the cledlion of burgelTes to ferve in par-

" liament for the faid borough.'*

May 17, 1690. " Refohedy as the opinion of the

*' committee
i that the right of electing burgef-

** fes to ferve in parliament for the borough

" of New Windfor, is in the mayor,bailiffs,

*' and felecl number of burgelTes only.**

The queftion being put, that the houfe do

agree with the committee in the faid refo-

lution, it palTed in the negative.

April 5, 1697. '' Refohedy That the mayor,

" bailiffs, and burgeifesofA'^w iVindJoTy have

" not the right of eledling members to ferve

" in parliament for the faid borough.

Vol. I. C '' Re^
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" Refohed, That the borough of New Win^-

" for hath a right to fend burgeflcs to par-*

" liament by prefcription.

«' Refohed, That all the inhabitants of the

*' faid borough have the right of eleding

" members to ferve in parliament for the

" faid borough."

May 23, 1737. On a new hearing fof 'Nevj

WindJoTy The ftanding order made on the

16th of Jan. 1735, for retraining counfel

from offering evidence touching the legality

of votes contrary to the laft determination

of the houfc ofcommons, was read ; and the

lall determination of the houfe concerning

the right of cleding burgelTes to ferve in

parliament for the faid borough, made the

4th Nov. 1680, which was then refolved to

be in thofe inhabitants only who pay fcot

and lot, was likewife read. By this it ap-

pears, that thelaft deciiion of April 5, 1697,

was not entirely fatisfa€lory.

Number of Voters-—280. The mayor is the

returning officer.

The patron of this borough cannot with pro-

priety be mentioned, left we might incur the,

rebuke of royalty.

COUNTY
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COUNTY OF BUCKINGHAM.
POLITICAL CHARACTER.

± HIS county is entirely undei* ariftocratical

influence. The Duke of Portlandj and the

Marquis of Buckingham, although of oppodte

parties, have mutually fettled the prefent eledion

"without oppofition. The fon of the former

nobleman, and the coufin of the latter, enjoy at

prefent thie reprefentation.

Buckinghamfhire contains fifteen market towns,

and eighty-five parifhcs, and fends fourteen mem-
bers to parliament.

fAMOUS CONTEST BETWEEN THE KING AND HIS

PARLIAMENT.

This county is rendered memorable in the

political world, by a contefted eledlion which

happened A. D. 1604, ^^ ^^e reign of James I.

The parties were Goodwin and Fortefcue. Good-

win was declared, in the houfe of commons,

duly elected. The lords defired a conference.

The carnmons being ftartled at this interpo-

sition, the lords laid it upon the king. The

Commons, therefore, begged the king would ba

tender of their privileges. The king infifted

C 2 upoa
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upon their holding a conference with the judges^

if they would not. with the lords. The com-

mons remonflrated. The king, agreeably to his

charadler, continued obdurate and obftinatc;

which caufed the commons, with much reluc-

ranee, to yield. Goodwin appeared willing to

wave his pretenfions. His eledlion was held void

by the clerk of the crown, in confequence of

his being an outlaw. The commons declined

giving the lords any account of their proceed-

ings, but propofed to fend melTages to the king,

who, in fadl, had no more concern with it than

the lords. The commons then declared the

prpceedings could not now be reverfed. They

produced a precedent (27 Eliz.)ofabill brought

down from the lords being rejedted at the firfl

reading. The lords afked why the determi-

nation of the houfe could not be reverfed ? The

commons coniidered themfelves not obliged to

anfwer the queflion ; which was the reafon oftheir

rcfuling the conference ; though they declared

themfelves ready to confer with the lords on any

proper fubjed, where their privilege was not

concerned. The lords fent again to the houfe,

that the king thought himfelf concerned that

there fliould be a conference. The reafon ofthe

king interefling himfelf in this eledion was,

his
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his thinking his direcftion, which he had a right

to give in an authoritative manner, though un-^

doubtedly it was found advice, not to eledt any

outlaw, was defpifed by the houfe declaring

Goodwin duly eledied. The commons, attended

by the fpeaker, waited on the king, and informed

him that Goodwin's eledlion was duly carried on,

and confequently Forte/cue's was void ; that the -

outlawries againft Gwdwin were only for debt

:

and that he had fat unqueftioned in feveral par-

liaments lince the outlawry ; and that, befide, it

was not flridUy pleadable, becaufe of deficiencies

in formality. They mentioned Sviilhy i Eliz.

Vaughan^ 22 Eliz. 3 others, 35 Eliz. Killigrezi\

who had 52 outlawries againft him ; and ///^r-

courty who had 18 ; as being all admitted to pri-

vilege. All thefe were in vain. He pretended,,

that, as the houfe derived its privilege from him,

it ought not to be turned againft him : and he

faid, that the court of chancery ought to judge

of eledtions and returns, and quoted a precedent,

35 Hen> 6. when all the judges agreed, that

outlawry is a caufe of expuliion from the houfe.

He therefore infifted upon a conference between

the commons and judges, and that the rcfult be

reported by the houfe to his privy-council. The

commons then propofcd to. make a 1aw, that no.

out-
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.outlawed perfon hereafter fit in the houfe, and

to confer with the judges, not to revcrfe what

they had done, but that they might profit by the

judges' learning, and that they might fatisfy the

king. It was fald there was no precedent of a

member being deprived of privilege on account

of outlawry ; that parliament had contradidled

the opinions of the judges concerning outlaws,

fince the time of Hen. VI. And thefe reafon^

againft a conference they fent to the king. They

infifted, that until 7 Hen. IV. the writs for elec-

tion were returned to parliament, and not to

chancery ; and that the power of hearing and

determining concerning eledlions, was always fup-

pofcd to be exclufively in the houfe. Of thefe

particulars they referred to many precedents, and

alTerted, that if the chancery were to judge con«

cerning elections, the court would be foon

ipafler of the commons ; and thus they apolo-

gized for fbill refufing compliance with the royal

pleafure—** Not doubting," faid they, " though

*' We were but a part of a body, as to the making

** of new laws, yet, for any matter of privileges

" of our own houfe, that we arc, and ever have

^' been, a court of ourfclvcs, of fuificient power

** to difcern and determine, without their lord-

" flu'ps, as their lordfliips have always ufed to

3
'' ^0
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'" do for theirs without us.** The king flill

objecfled to the abfurdity of giving legillativc

power to an outlaw. They anfwer, that, not-

withdanding precedents for outlaws fitting in

the houfe, they were determined, in compliance

with his majefty's fenfe, to make a law to pre-

vent it for the future; but that this law could

not operate againft Goodwin^ being ex poJifaSfo ;

bcfidcs the v/ant of formality in his outlawry,

which rendered it null and void ; and its being

only upon mean procefs, and two g<?neral par-

dons ifluing (ince it paflcd upon him, which, at

any rate, would have cleared him. The com-

mons meanly requefled the interceflion of the

lords with the king, as having near accefs to

his perfon r and fent a committee of their houfe

to them, with their apology to the king. The

lords afked the committee, ifthey might read the

paper ? The committee agreed. The lords afked,

if they might amplify, explain, or debate, con-

cerning any doubtful point. The committee

anfvvered, they had no warrant from the houfe

for that. The paper was read ; and the fpeaker

attended the king at eight in the morning, on

whom they waited until ten. The fpeaker re-^

turned, and reported, that the king protefled he

had the gre^teft defire to fgpport their privileges^

Thac
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That the king delircd and commandid, as an

ABSOLUTE prince, that there might be a con-

ference between the commons and judges, in

prefence of his council, not as umpires, but to

report to him the ilTue of the conference. The

houfe was amazed. It was therefore propofed by

fome to petition the king to be prefent himfelf,

and judge. A committee is appointed ; and the

houfe ordered, that the faid committee (houtd

only infift on the fupport and explication of the

reafons already given, and not proceed to any

other argument or anfwer. Sir Francis Bacon flat-

tered the king's wifdom : Sir Francis flattered the

king's wifdom fhamefully. It was obferved, that

there had been no fuch conceflion made by the

commons, to any king, iince the conquefl:. It

was difputed, whether the houfe of commons

could properly be called a court of record. The

king however propofed, that neither Goodwin nor

Fortefcue ihould fit in the houfe. It was accord-

ingly refolved, that a new writ fhould beiffued

for Bucks. Goodwin voluntarily religned his

claim in a letter to the fpeaker. The mean-fpi-

rited commons fent even a committee to thank

the king for thus depriving them of a member

who they had before contended was duly eledled.

If fuch are the guardians of national right, on

whom can the people depend for proteftion ?
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Political Character.—This town, although

it gives name to the county, is of the utmoft in-

fignificance, and comes exad:ly under the defcrip-

tion of a rotten borough. Though this town

was of great opulence, and the county-town,

where the aflizes were held, until, by the partiality

of lord chief juftice Baldwin, who bought the

manor in the reign of Henry VIII. the county-

gaol, aflizes, and county bufinefs, were removed

to Aylefbury.

This town owes its declenfion chiefly to a

dreadful fire which happened on the 15th of

May, 1724, when, out of 387 dwellings, no

lefs than 13 S were entirely confumed, with

feveral of the out-houfes, manufadlures, &c. of

the remainder.

The corpoiationc^nfiils.entirely of the frjen

and dependants_Qf the Marquis of Buckingham,

who has the .fQle,,and . abfojute ^^fpoAl^of^he

bprough. The whole number is thirteen, eight

of v/hom are placemen.

Original Representation.—Buckinohamo

is a very ancient borough. It was" however fo in-

confiderable, at the Roman conquefb, as, according

to doomfday-book, to liave paid only for one hide

of
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of land ; and had only 26 burgefTes in the time of

Edward the Confefibr. This town is faid, by

WilHs, to have been the only borough in the

county at the time of the conqucfl. It never

fenr members to parliament before the laft of

Henry VIII. according to the principle of'giving

this privilege to boroughs by charter. But it

fent to the national aflembly or council, as a

trading borough, fo early as 11 Edward III,

when only the chief towns of trade were fum-

,

moned : no knights of the fhire were convened to

this council. In the 27th of the fiiid king it was

fummoned, but made no return, and thus difcon-

tinued to fend until the ;^6 of Henry VIII. as

above-mentioned.

Corporation.—In the time of Edward III. it

had a mayorand three bailiffs ; but being decayed

in its trade andconfequence, it had only one bailiff,

and was by charter (r Mary) re-incorporated by

the ftyle of a bailiffand 12 capital burgellcs, who

were by Charles II. changed into a mayor and

aldermen.

With refpedl to the corporation, the houfe of

commons refolved, April 27, 17 14, That John

Mufcott was not qualified, according to the ad:

of parliament for the well-governifig and regulat-

ing corporations, to be a principal burgcfs of

the
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the borough of Buckingham, in the county

Bucks."

The like refolution pafied againfl: three more

of the fame place.

This is obferved as an inflance of parliament

defcending to the difqualificationofmcn as bur-

gefTes of a rotten borough.

This borough, after exhibiting itfelf the high<

eft bidder for a numbe;* of years, is now boughi

up by Sir Francis Sykes, the nabob, who has^

poflefTed himfelf of nearly all the houfes which

give the electors the right of fuffrage.

Right of Election—Is in the bailiff and i2

burgeffes only. Nov. 1 1, 1 690.

Number of Voters— 13.

Patron—Marquis of Buckingham.

AYLESBURY.

Political Character.— This borough i$

not, like Buckingham, under the controul of a

fingle individual. At prefent the reprefentation

is divided between the parties of oppofition and

adminiflration.

Original Representation.—This town was

made a borough by charter, A. 1 Mary, and

thpn empowered to fend members to parliament,

dated Jan, 14, 1553-4,

///
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In the chapel ofthe Rolls, in the bundle of returns of

parliament writs, in the i^th Elizaheih, is this

remarkable return, which particttlarlyt claims a

place in this hiftory ofborough^reprefentation,

" To all chriftian people, to whom this pre-

*' fent writing fliall come ; I, dame Dorothy

" Fackingion, hite wife of iir John Packington^

<^ knt. lord and owner of the town of Aylelbury,

** fend greeting : Know ye me, the faid Dorothy-

** Fackingion, to have chofen, named, and ap-»

" pointed, my trufty and well-beloved Thomas
** Litchfield and George Burden, efqrs. to be

" my burgeflcs of my faid town of Aylefbury.

" And whatfoever the faid Thomas and George,

'' burgefles, fhall do in the fervice of the queer's

** highnefs in that prefent parliament to be holden

" at Weflminfter the 8th of May next enfuing,

** at the date hereof, I, the fame Dorothy Pack-

" ington, do ratify and approve to be of my own
" act as fully and wholly as if I were witnefs, or

" might be prefent there. In witnefs whereof,

*' to thefe prefents I have fct my feal, this 4th

*' day of May, in the 14th year of the reign of

" my fovereign lady Elizabeth, by the grace of

" God, of England, France, and Ireland, queen,

" defender of the faith, &c/*

I This



This borough was incorporated as above, by

the ftyle of a bailiff, nine aldermen, and twelve

burgeffes, who were to eled the members ; but,

by negledl, the corporation was diflblved. This

town was a royal manor in the reign of William

the Conquerof, who gave it to one of his fa-

youritcs, to be held by an old tenure, namely,

that he Ihould provide litter or ftraw for the

king's bed and chambers, and fliould fumifli him

with three eels in the winter, and two green

geefe in the fummer, whenever his majefly came

into the neighbourhood.

Mode of obtaining Votes.—The pradice

which is faid to prevail here is, by giving five

guineas to each voter. The manner of cafi-

vafling is by the candidates holding up their

hands, and extending as many fingers as they

mean to give guineas for each vote. Conform*

ably to this cuflom, a whimfical anecdote is

related of a certain knight, who, thus canvalling

with all his fingers extended, perfuaded the

cledlors that fuch as voted for him would have

ten guineas each eledlor : this being double the

fum they were ufed to receive, he was chofen by

a confiderable majority. But the member being

cle6led, he left the town immediately, and the

eledors as well fatisfied as they ought to be who

would
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would barter away their birthright for a mcfs of*

pottage.

Cause of Ashby ai^d White.— Matthew

Afhby, having profecuted Mr. White and others>

the conftables, for not receiving his vote, the

houfe paiTed the following refokitions;

January 26, 1703.—Mr. Freeman^ according

to order, reported from the committee of the

whole houfe, to wfiom it was referred to con-

lider of the reports of the journals of the houfe

of lords, touching the cafe of Barnardijlon and

SoameSy the refolutions which they had directed

him to report to the houfe, which he read in his

place, and afterwards delivered in at the table^

where the fame were read^ and, with an amend-

ment, were agreed to by the houfe ; and were as

follows

:

Refolved—That, according to the known laws,

and ufage of parliament, it is the fole right

of the commons of England, in parliament

aifembled, (except in cafes otherv/ife pro-

vided for by ad of parliament) to examine

and determine all matters relating to the

right of eledtion of their own members.

Refolved—That, according to the known law

and ufage of parliament, neither the qua^.

Ufications of any eledor, nor the rights of

any
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any perfon eleded, is cognizable or deter-

minable elfewhere than before the commons

of England, in parliament aflembled, except

in fuch cafes as are fpecially provided for

by a6l of parliament,

Re/olved—Thdit the examining and determin-

ing the qualifications or a right of any

eledlor, or any perfon to ferve in parliament,

in any court of law or elfewhere, than

before the commons of England, in par-

liament aflembled, (except in fuch cafes as

are fpecially provided for by ad: of parlia-

ment) will expofe all mayors, bailiffs, and

other officers, who are obliged to take the

poll, and make the return thereupon, to

multiplicity of adtions, vexatious fuits, and

infupportable expences ; and will fubjed:

them to different and independent jurif-

didions, and inconfiflent determinations in

the fame caufe without relief.

Refolved-^ThdX Matthew AJhby having, in con-

tempt of the jurifdidion of this houfe, com-

menced and profecuted an adion at com-

mon law againft William White and others,

the conftables of 4ylejbury, for not receiving

his vote at an eledion of burgeffes to ferve

in parliament for the faid borough of AyleJ^

bury,
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huryy is guilty of a breach of the privilege

of this houfe.

Refolved—^That whoever fliall prefume to com-

mence or profecute any adion, indi«5tment,

or information, which (hall bring the right

of the cledlors or perfons ele6led to ferve in

parliament, to the determination of any

other jurifdi6lion than that of the houfe of

commons (except in fuch cafes fpecially

provided for by adl of parliament), fuch

perfon or perfons, and all attorneys, foli-

citors, counfellors, and fcrj cants at law, fo-

liciting, profecuting, or pleading in any

fuch cafe, are guilty of a high breach of

the privilege of this houfe. *

On the 'ph of February, 1698, Refolved, That

all perfons receiving alms within the borough of

Aylejhury, purfuant to the will of Mr. Bedford,

or any other perfons receiving any other charity,

annually diflributed in the fame town, are, in

refpedi: thereof, difabled to vote in the eledion of

burgcfles to ferve in parliament for the faid

borough. This \^as altered from what the com-

mittee reported, and agreed to by the houfe.

* Mr. John Sargent, one of the freemen of Haftings,

brought an adion againft Millward, the mayor of that bo-

rough, in the face of thefe rcfolutions, and recovered ^^260
of him, by the verdidl of a SufTex jury, forrefufing his vote

at the general clc<5lion, in 1784.
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Right of Election—Is in all the houfc-

houlders not receiving alms, January 28, 1765.

Returning Officers—The conftables who

are appointed by the Lord of the Manor.

Number of Voters—500.

Patron—The higheft bidder.

GREAT MARLOW.

PoliTiCAL Character — The borough of

Great Marlow, being the joint property of Wil-

liam Clayton, efq. and W. Lee Antonie, efq. is

one of thofe many which can boaft of no privi-

lege except that of voting at the will of a fupe-

rior. Some may think to be thus exempted

from the trouble of choofing for themfelves, a

confiderable advantage; for by this method they

are certainly fecure from the cenfure of a weak

judgment, or an interefled choice : thofe who

are deprived of their will can neither have their

reafon condemned, nor their motives fcrutinized.

It may be proper here to obferve, that William

Clayton, efq. refigned his feat, at the lafl eledlion,

to Thomas Williams, efq. a partner in the An-

glefea copper-mines.

The majority of the houfesand property join-

ing the borough belonging to the above gentlc-

VoL. I. D men
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men, no oppofition to them can ever be at-

tempted with fuccefs.

Original Representation—This borough

fent fourteen times to parliament before the

3d Edw. II. and then ceafed fending for 400

years, until it was reftored 21 James I. when it

began again to fend members.

Right of Election—Was refolved, Dec. 21,

1680, and Nov. 21, 1690, to be in thofe inhabi-

tants only who pay fcot and lot.

Returning Officers—The conftables.

Number of Voters—216.

Patrons of the Borough.—William Clay-

ton, and W. Lee Antonie, efqrs.

WENDOVER.

Political Character—This borough is

one of thofe where the elecflive franchifes of the

inhabitants are transferable in the reprefentativc

market lik^ any other goods and chattels that

may be purchafed. It was the fole property of

the late Earl Verney ; but, during his lordfhip's

life, it was fold to its prefent pofTeflbr, John

Barker Church, efq.

Anecdote.—A circumflance happened, du-

ring the poffefTion of the late owner, which is

too remarkable to omit. All the houfes being

then
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then the property of the late Earl Verney, and

the tenants in general living rent-free, on con-

dition of giving their votes to fuch gentlemen as

his lordfhip fhould nominate, the eledors were

prevailed upon, in 1768, to accept a prefent good

in preference to the above privilege*

A Mr. Atkins, a confiderable lace-manufac-

turer in this place, had undertaken, by a coup-de-

fjiam, to carry the eledlion againft his lordlhip's

intereft, and conduded his meafures vi'ith fuch

fecrecy, that no oppofition was expeded until the

day ofeledtion. At this moment, to the aflonifh-

ment and confufion of Earl Verney, and his

agents. Sir Robert Darling, a former flieriflf of

London^ was propofed, and immediately returned

by a confiderable majority. This difobedience to

his lordfhip*s wilhes was punifhed by the voters

being inftantly ejeded out of their houfes, and

obliged to take refuge in huts and tents, w here

they remained for fix months^ in all the penitence

offorrow, until a promife of good behaviour in

future, fo far foftened the rigour of this nolfi^

refentment, as to fiSfFer them all, with fome few

exceptions, to repolTefs their former dwellTigs.

The inhabitants keeping this fevere treatment

in remembrance, took the firfl: opportunity to

retaliate upon his lordfhip, by a repetition of their

D 2 former



36 W E N D O V E R*

former condudl in 1784 ; when his lordihip^

having every reafon to apprehend that he ihould

lofe his feat for the county, offered himfelf and

Mr. Jolliffe as their candidates. The electors,

well knowing the deranged flate of his lord-

Ihip's private affairs would oblige him to fell,

very fhortly, his property in the borough, took

the opportunity of again putting up their fuf-

frages to the higheft bidder. One individual

engaged, that two candidates fhould be chofen

againfl his lordfhip's intereft and influence, for

^.6000. This being fettled, a gentleman was

employed to go down, where he was met, ac-

cording to previous appointment, by the eIe(5lors,

at a mile from the town. The eledlors aiked

the ftranger where he come from? He replied,

*' From the moon.'* They then afked, " What
KEWs from the moon?'* He anfwcrcd, that

he had brought from the moon £, 6000 to be dif-

tributed among them, by the borough agent,

and to whom the money was then delivered.

The eledlors being thus fatisfied with the golden

news from the moon, chofe*the candidates, and

received their reward.

We have frequently heard of lunar influence;

but we never remember to have met with fuch

prevailing arguments in favour of it as the above.

No one can therefore be furprifed, that near

100
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100 perfons fhould be fo afFedled by this Cyn-

thian impulfe, as to lofe all fenfe of obligation to

their noble friend, except that of not giving him

the trouble of guarding their political interefts

any longer.

The borough was fome time after purchafed

by the prefent poiTeflbr, J. B. Church, efq.

againft whom a feeble oppofition was made by

two gentlemen in the interefl of the Marquis of

Buckingham ; but as the moon had withdrawn

her influence, the people were determined to

prefer a Chriftian Church to an Apojtate Temple,

Original Representation—This borough

returned, 28 Edw. I. and i, 2 Edw. IL when \i

intermitted fending members, like Great MarloW

and Agmondefham, during 400 years, until it

was reftored by petition, 21 James I.

Right of Election—Nov. 21, 1702. " Re^

" fohedy That perfons coming by certificate to

** live in the borough, have not thereby a right

" to vote for the eledlion of members to i^rvt

" in parliament for the faid borough. The right

** is, therefore, in the inhabitant houfekcepers

** within the borough, not receiving alms,"

Returning Officers—The conftables,

Number of Voters—130.

Patron of the Borough—J. B. Church, efq.

Political
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AGMONDESHAM.

Political Character — This borough,

which includes in its limits no more than one

half of the place which bears the above name,

is wholly the property of Wm. Drake, efq. of

Shardeloes, near this place. Sir William Drake,

bart. bought it of Charles II. It is one of chofe

towns which admit of no oppofition ; for none

can be made, where no political will is enjoyed,

and where the privilege of franchife is only the

neceflity of obedience. The only vice, there-

fore, inherent in its conflitution, is that which

attends all thofe places reprefented at the difcre-

tion of one individual, inftead of the free confent

of the wole community of the borough.

Original Representation.—This borough

having returned to parliament, 28, 34, 3 5 Edw. I.

and I, 2 Edw. II. intermitted fending for the

fame period as Wendover and Great Marlow,

until it was reftored, like them;, by petition, 21

James I.

Right or Election—Was refolved by the

houfe, Dec. 11, 1680, and Dec, i, 1705, to be

in the inhabitants paying fcot and lot only,

Returning Officers—Are the conftables of

the lord's leet.

Number of Voters—Reduced from 130 to 70,

Patron—William Drake, efq.
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HIGH WYCOMB.
Political Character—Although this bo*

rouhg is one of the largeft towns in Bucking-

hamfhire, the right of eledion is in the corpo-

ration only, and which confifts of lefs than

50 members, the greateft part of whom are

non-relident. The patronage had, for above a

century, been polTelTedby Edmund Waller, efq. *

ofHallbarn, near Beconsfield : but the Marquis

ofLandfdown, who has a feat in the neighbour-

hood, and whofe family receive from this town

the title of baron, has, for near 30 years, pofTefTed

the influence of returning one member; and at

the laft general cledlion he had the addrefs to

fecure the whole. An oppofition was however

made by the eldefl fon of Sir John Dafhwood,

bart. upon Mr. Waller's interefl: but the intercft

of the Marquis prevailed ; the numbers upon the

poll being.

For Earl Wycomb, 34

Sir John Jervis, - 26

Mr. Dafhwood, - 22

Original Rfpresentation—This borough

has returned to parliament ever fmce 28 Edw. I,

Corporation— It had a mayor tempore

Hen, VL and by charter of James I. has now a

mayor,

* A near defcendant ofWaller, the celebrated poet.
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mayor, recorder, two bailiffs, 12 aldermen, and

a town-clerk.

Right of Election—Is in the mayor, bai-

liffs, and burgelTcs not receiving alms.

Returning Officers—Are the mayor and

bailiffs.

Number of Voters-—48.

Patron—Marquis of Lanfdown.

The three following refolutions are inferted,

to {hew to what mean artifices corruption and

influence will defcend, in order to obtain a ma-

jority in fuch venal boroughs.

March 17, 1725. Rejolved, nemine contradicenie^

That it appears to this houfe, that in an

entry of burgeffcs made at the borough of

• Cheping Wycomb in the county of Bucks,

dated the 20th of May, 171 7, there has been

an erazure lately made, and the name of

Capt. Paget inferted without any legal au-^

thority.

^. Refohedy nemine coniradicenle. That it ap-

pears to this houfe, that, in an entry of

burgelfes, made at the borough of Cheping

Wycomb, dated the 26th oi Septeviher, 1723,

an erasure has lately been made, whereby

the name oi David Shilforey a burgefs of the

faid borough, is erazed.

3. Re^
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Refolved, nemine coniradicente^ That Sampfon

'^refly and John IVidiner^ who were admitted

to vote at the late elcQion of a burgefs to

ferve in this prefent parliament for the faid

borough of Cheping IVycomhy (having no

pretence to be burgeffes ofthe faid borough,

but under a charter of James II. which was

never accepted or enrolled) have no right of

voting in eledlions of burgeffes to ferve in

parliament for the faid borough.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE.

POLITICAL CHARACTER.

1 HE ariflocratic intereft prevailing in this

county is that of t^he Duke of Rutland and Earl

of Hardwick conjointly. Their relations or

friends have fucceeded in every eledlion fo long,

as to intimidate every perfon who might be

otherwife difpofed to offer themfelves as candi-

dates againft: this formidable influence. It mud
be however obferved, that the Duke ofBedford,

having great property in this county, has a con-

Uderable intereft. But fhould a conteft arife

fron^ this circumftance, inftead of reftoring the

independence
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independence of the freeholders, it would only

be a flruggle for the pre-eminence of ariftocracy.

Thus the freedom of choice inherent in the peo-

ple muft be ever overwhelmed, while the exer-

cife of elective franchife is transferred from per-

fon to property.

The laft eledtion of any confequcnce was in

1780, between Lord Robert Manners, brother to

the late Duke of Rutland, and Philip Yorke, efq.

nephew to the late Earl of Hardwick, againft

Sir Sampfon Gideon ; when the numbers polled

were.

Lord Robert Manners, 1741

Philip Yorke, efq. 1452

Sir Sampfon Gideon, 1058

Total of the pol 1 4251

In the above conteft. Sir Sampfon Gideon was

fupported by the whole influence of the minif-

ter of the day ; but the court engine was found

too feeble to (hake the two pillars of ariflocratic

alliance.

Upon the death of Lord Robert Manners, Sir

Henry Peyton was eledled ; and, upon his de-

ceafe. General Adeane was chofen : both of

thefe members were elefted upon the Rutland

interefl.

When Philip Yorke, efq. fucceeded to the

title
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title of Earl of Hardwick in 1790, his brother,

Charles Yorke, efq. fucceeded him in the rcpre-

fentation ofthis county. The family depend upon

their interefl for a permanent feat, with as much

fecurity as they do upon their peerage for an he-

reditary feat in the other houfe.

CAMBRIDGE.
Political Character.—The right ofvoting

in this town has hcen limited, like the majority

ofthe other towns and boroughs of Great Britain,

to the corporation. The leading man in this

corporation is John Mortlakc, efq. banker ofthe

town. In the miniftry of the Duke of Portland,

he was the friend of the Coalition ; to fupport

which, he caufed additional freemen to be made

:

among thefe was the Right Hon. Mr. Fox. But

having fince feen the road to preferment much

clearer through the medium of the Rutland in-

terefl, he caufed a greater number of eledors to'

be made, of that compledlion, to give a fecond

change to the political bias of this conftituent

body. The minifter has fince feen the merit of

Mortlake in fuch advantageous colours, as to

promote him to the lucrative places of a commif-

iioner of the tax-office and receiver-general ofthe

poft-office.

Cor-
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Corporation — It was incorporated by

Henry I. and is governed by a mayor, high flew-

ard, recorder, twelve aldermen, &c. The mayor

at the entrance into his office, takes an oath to

maintain the privileges and cuftoms of the uni-

verfity, which, although the town is fo large as

to contain I4pari(hes, is the chief glory of the

place, and is faid to have been founded before the

birth of Chrifl:. However, it was certainly a

fchool of learning in 630, under Sebert, king of

the Eaft Angles. The town of Cambridge is

noticed in doomfday-book ; in which it is de-

fcribcd to have been then divided into ten wards,

containing 387 houfes. After the conqueror's

death, Roger de Montgomery dellroyed it with

fire and fword, to be revenged on William Rufus:

in this deflrudlion, the univerfity was entirely

abandoned. Henry I. however, beflowed upon it

many privileges ; fuch as, exempting it from the

power of the fheriffs, and making it a corpora-

tion, on paying annually 100 marks into the Ex-

chequer, which was the fame fum as the fheriff

paid before for the profits of the town : he alfo

ordered, that the merchants in the guild in Cam-

bridge Ihould be free from all toll, pafTagc, laf-

tage, portage, and fiallage, in all the fairs in his

dominions on this fide and beyond the feas.

Rigax
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Right of Election—Is in the mayor, bailiffs,

and freemen not receiving alms. (Feb. 24, 1709.)

Number OF Voters—200. The majority of

them are non-reiidents and placemen.

Patron—Duke of Rutland.

The numbers polled at the lad contell in 1780

were,

Benj. Keene, efq. 9^

J. War. Adeane, efq. 83

Chrif. Potter, efq. i8

^ CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY.

Political Character.—The ele£tive influ-

ence may be conlidered as chiefly minifterial,

from Mr. Pitt being now high-fl:eward and one

of its members.

Right OF Election—Is in the dodlors and

mafl:ers of arts.

Number of Voters—Appears, from the flate of

thelafl: poll, to be nearly 1 200. The numbers were.

Right Hon. William Pitt, 509

Earl of Eufton, 483

Laurence Dundas, Efq. 207

CHESHIRE,
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CHESHIRE.

POLITICAL CHARACTER*

1 HIS county was, in the time of the Romans,

one of the five counties inhabited by the Cornavii.

This diftinguifhed name remained probably until

the Romans left the ifland ; for the Notitia Pro--

vinciarum obferves, that forne troops of the Cor^

navii made a fettlement under the latter emperors.

The Romans being obliged to keep always flrong

garrifons in their provinces, left they fhould re-

volt, proves them to have been a very martial

people.

During the heptarchy, this county was included

in the kingdom of Mercia, and was poflefTed,

about 200 years, by the fucceflbrs of Creda, the

founder of that kingdom, until the Danes invad-

ed it under the reign of Burthred. Alfred the

Great, driving the Danes from Mercia, A. D.

877, made it a province to his kingdom, of the

Weft Saxons, and conftituted Ethclred, a de-

fcendant of a Mercian king, governor of it.

Ethelred dying, it was governed many years by

his widow, Edelfleda, who is often mentioned in

ancient defcriptions of this county. She was fifter

ofEdward the elder, being eldeft daughter to

the
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the great Alfred by his wife Ailfwitha. Being

fubjedled again to the Danes under Canute, it was

committed to the care of Leofric, who was called

earl of Cheihire: his fon Algar, and grandfon

Edwin, were his fuccelTors : but, during the go-

vernment of the latter, it was, with the reft of

the kingdom, fubjedled to the Romans, by Wil-

liam I. who gave it to Gerhord, a Flemilh noble-

men, for contributing greatly to his vidlory over

Harold. It was given afterwards by William to

his nephew, Hugh Lupus, by this remarkable

tenure, " To hold to him and his heirs as freely

by the fword as the king held the crown ofEng-

land.'* This grant comprehended thofe great

privileges and immunities which it polTelTed from

being thus made a county palatine. Towards the

declenfion of the Roman empire. Palatini were

only the officers of the courts ofprinces; but, in

procefs of time, this title diftinguilhed a fuperior

order of men, who had the management of the

ftate immediately under the king or emperor.

Thus, fuch as exercifed this fovereignty ofjurif-

didlion in any particular diftridt or province, were

termed Counts Palatine^ and the place where the

jurifdidion was exercifed, a Palatinate,

By the above grant, Chefhire had all the

privileges of a palatinate, although the xarls

were
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were not vefled with the titles of counts pak-

tine. It had a very high fovercign jurifdidion ;

for Hugh Lupus, as well as feveral of his fuc*

cefTors, convened parliaments, confiding ofbarons

of their own creation, and of their own tenants^

who were not bound by the ads pafled in the

general parliament of the kingdom. This power,

which was originally granted for very prudential

reafons, namely, to enable the earl to repel the

incuriions of the Welch, or to quell any fudeen

infurredlion of the Englifli in that diftrid or

neighbourhood, became very formidable to the

crown. This continued in full vigour, until it

was retrenched, and the county made not only

fubordinate, but dependant on the crown of

England. Many of their ancient immunities arc

however flill retained; for all pleas of lands

and tenements, and all contradls arifing within

this county, are yet judicially heard and deter*

mined within the fame ; and ifany determination

in fuch matters be made out of the county,

except in cafes of error, foreign plea, and foreign

voucher, it is void. But felony and treafou arc

determined by itinerantjudges in their circuit.

This county is not entirely under the influence

of the nobility : although the Earl of Stamford,

Earl Grofvenor, and the Cholmondeley family,

3 polTefs
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pofTefs confiderable intereft, Mr. Crewe, the

prefent member, is equal to either in popular

refpedlability. It is, at prefent, reprefented by

a member of each party. Thus mutual agree-

ment to fhare the eledive influence in mod of

the counties feems to have arifen from former

oppofitions having, in general, coft the parties

from 20,oool. to ioo,oool. Thefe enormous fums

being expended for the purpofe of obtaining a

feat in the houfe of commons, prove the great

expedlations even a knight of the fliire muft

have from being chofen a reprcfentative. If

fuch fums are diiburfed, is it pofTible for any

peffon to deny that county reprefentation is in-

corruptible ? Admitting that all the money is ex-

pended in merely treating the voters, yet giving,

or cauling to be given, or even promifing a

voter any meat, drink, or gift, before an eledlior^

fubjedls the candidate, if returned, to difqualifi^

cation.*

* And becaufe all elevens Ihould be free from bribery,

it is further enaded by the ftatute 7 Wil, chap. 4, that after

the terte of the writ of Summons, iifuing out any writ for

electing a member, if any perfoa by himfclf, or by any other

in his behalf, or at his charge, fhall before his eledion give,

or promife to give, the voter any meat, drink, or gift, &c.
for his vote, fuch perfon iha,ll be difabled to, ferve in pariian

ment, and Ihall be deemed no njember. .

Vol. I. E It
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It is therefore evident that all mcmbera,

"whether the reprefentatives of counties, cities, or

boroughs, as fpend any fums in treating the

voters,* fit in the houfe contrary to the flatut^

law of the land. How thin would the con-

gregation of St. Stephen be, on their annual

call to miniilerial devotion, were the political

excommunication put in force that has been

provided for by the flatute here alluded to of

7 William I. According to ^his adl, the people

might refufe to fubmit to all laws made, ancj

taxes levied, by a parliament whofe members

are, by treating of voters, moftly difqualified.

In their defence they might produce the ftatute,

which would deem the greater part no members,

from having thus violated the letter and princi-

ple of laws formed for the deftrudlion of mi-^

|;iifterial influence and fecurity of national inde^.

pendence,

CHESTER CITY.

Political Character,—Although thenumr

ber of eledlors is above looo, its reprefentation is

entirely at the difpofal of Earl Grofvenor, whofe

brother and fon are the prefent members, and

whofe family have pofTefTed the feme influence,

pxcept in one or two inflances at the revolution,

J * ever
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ever fince the reign of Charles II. This inflXi^

cnce is created and preferved by fecuring the

corporation, which appears to be not immaculate,

for more than a century, and by obtaining a leafe

from the crown of a number of tenements in this

city. The members of the corporation, letting

thefe from year to year only, as his lordfhip*s

agents, to electors, at low rents, operate fo far

on their fears and neceflities as to controul their

independence. To fecure their own houfes, they

care not whom to fend to refide in the houfe of

the nation. Thus, they never reflcdl that their

indifference to the choice of their members,

makes them eventually pay in taxes much more

than they fave in their rents. They fliould, there-

fore, be reminded that this barter of privilege for

a local tenement is only exchanging their na-

tional fabric, the conftitution, for a contemptible

hovel.

Mr. Eddowes, of this city, with the virtue and

firmnefs of a Fabius, having many years oppofed

this torrent of corporation and^ ariftocratical in-

fluence, has at lad triumphed over that rod of

defpotifm, the charter of Chajles II. which was

granted upon the violation of the great charter

of Henry. VII.

E 2 An-
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Antiquity.—Chefter being one of the moft

ancient and remarkable cities in the kingdom,

it is necelTary to devote a few pages more to

it than we have allotted in general to the reft

contained in thefe volumes.

It is a city of great antiquity, and derives its

name from CaftrUy the latin name for a camp,

which the Roman legions frequently formed in

the neighbourhood. Galba
,
particularly, encamp-

ed here the 20th legion, that vi^as called Vidrix.

Thus many Roman antiquities found in and near

this city, prove it to have been of conlider-

ablc confequence, fo early as the relidence of

that people in this ifland. From a coin of

Geta that v^as found, having the infcription of

COL. DiVANA LEG. 20 VICT, it appears Chefter was

made a Roman colony by Geta, when he was left

to take care of the fouthern parts of Britain, at

the time his father, the emperor Severus, and his

brother Caracalla, were advancing into Caledonia.

Before the end ofthe feventh century Chefter was

the feat of a bifliop, whofe paftoral care extend-

ed over a part of the Mercian dominions. In the

days of Arthur, grammar, philofophy, and the

learned languages, were taught here. Cadway

and Cadwan, two Britifti kings, having defeated

the Saxons, were crowned here j and a parliament

wa«
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Was held in this city by the former. Ethelwolf

had the ceremony of his coronation performed

here. It is likewifc faid that Henry IV. em-

peror of Germany, who married Maud, grand-

daughter of WilUam the conqueror, and had im«

prifoned his father, the pope, and the cardinals,

withdrew himfelf from the world, and lived a

hermit, unknown as to his real characfler, at

Cheller, ten years ; but death approaching, he

difcovered himfelf: he lies buried here*

When the great furvey was taken by William I«

the earls, who had all the city except what be-

longed to the bifhop, paid gelt or tribute for

fifty hides of land, forty houfes, and feven mint-

mafters*

From the earlieft accounts of the conflitutioh

ofChefter, it was a mercatory guild, or corpora-

tion of merchants and artificers : and that it was

the moft important among it« contemporaries,

may be inferred from its being well known as

. the weftern erriporium ofcommerce in the ifland ;

and its two great annual fairs, granted by the firfl

earls, are an exifting evidence of its ancient com-

mercial confequence* Its trade, in the time of

Edward L was fo conliderable, that it paid a year-

ly fee-farm rent to the crown of lool. 5 but, the

harbour being choakcd with fand, the trade was

ne^
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nccefTarily transferred to Liverpool, as theneareft

and moil convenient port.—To this caufe may-

be afcribed the prefent opulence and profperity

of Liverpool.

Corporation—or guild, coniifted of twenty-

four companies : over each prefided an alder-

man, who, according to the ancient cuftoms,

was annually eleded. There were two officers,

called keepers of the guild, who admitted free-

men, received cuftoms, rents, and fees, and who

we may fuppofe, were the primitive leave-lookers,

Thefe, with the flieriffs, who derived their au-

thority from the carl, and the murengers, pro-

bably exifted before there was a mayor. It does

not appear when the latter chief magiftrate was;

introduced into the corporation; for a charter of

Mcnry IIL mentions him as then being, and not

as then created. It is however evident, that all

the above offices exifled before the charter of

Hen. VIL dated April 6, 1506; for this granted

no new offices or privileges : it confirmed the

ancient cuftoms of the place, and gave a facred

and inviolable fandlion to the original right

every citizen had ro choofe "all the principal

officers of the corporation ; but the official power

and authority was, by the efforts of intrigue and

violence united, rendered perpetual in this city

as
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as well as in every other in the kingdom. To

this may be attributed the office of alderman,

that was originally but annual ; being now, in

this and every other corporation, held for life.

Ambition thus availed itfelf of the natural pre-

judices, and the mod grateful afFedtions of man-

kind, to fubjedl them to their oppreffion, by

reducing them to refign their independence.

When an alderman had, by good behaviour, ex-

cited the gratitude, and rivetted the attachment

of his eledlive citizens, he was frequently retained

in his office, when the fafety of municipal privi-

lege fhould have obliged him to refign. In this

manner the beft of moral adlions were the de-

Itrudlion of the moft valuable privileges. Thofe

who were thus allowed to continue in office longer

than the time prefcribed by cuftom and conftitu-

tion, afTumed the temporary fufferance of their

cledors, as an undefealible right for life. Know-

ing they could have no chance of being chofen

the chief magiftrate, while they were liable to

be removed from their aldermanfhip by annual

eleQion, they chofc rather to violate the rights

of their fellow-citizens, than lofe an opportunity

ofgratifying their luft of power and vanity of

eminence. This infringement of privilege arofe

from the mayor not being chofei> among thofe

who
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who had been aldermen, as well as thofe wha

were; and this defeft in the municipal policy

may be aflignedas the caufe ofaldermen holding

now their offices for life, who before held them

only for a year. Great abufes foon arofe from

this violation. — In 1554, it appears that the

mayor appointed the common-councilmen. In

1574, the confirmation which Elizabeth gave,

in the fixth year of her reign, to the charter of

Henry VII. was, by the immaculate corpora-

tion, furrendered for one that was more favour-

able to the encroachments they had made on the

privileges of their fellow-citizens.— In 1604,

James I. gave a confirmation of the charter: this

feemed to have lefs fincerity than compliment.

His Majefty attempting, the year following, to

nominate a recorder, is an evidence of that royal

interference in the affairs of corporations, which

began in this reign, and was carried to fuch a

dangerous excefs by fucceeding kings, as almoft

to threaten an entire fubverlion of the few pri-

vileges charters had reflored to the people.

—

In 1662, Lord Brereton, Sir Peter Leicefler, Sir

Richard Grofvenor, and Sir Geoffery Shackerby,

acting as commiflioners for regulating the cor-

poration, endeavoured to remove feveral alder-

men and commonrcouncilmcn, who appeared too

much
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much attached to the interefts of their fellow-citi-

zens to be the avowed tools of government. To

this origin may be traced thofe divifions and ani-

mofities which have frequently rifen to fuch an

alarming height in this city, and which can

fcarcely be faid yet to have fubfided. To fuch

a degree was popular difcord carried, that, at a

parliamentary elediion in 1672, the recorder,

Mr. William Williams, and Colonel Warden,

who had been gentlemen of the bed-chamber to

the Duke of York, afterwards James II. being op-

ponent candidates, eight men were killed in the

crowd, at the foot of the (lairs of the common-

hall; and the poll was, in confequence, adjourn-

ed to the Rood Eye. This is one of thofe many

difmal and difgraceful cafualties that too fre-

quently attend thofe times, when the people arc

called together to excrcife their eledive privi-

leges:—at a period when the voters of this

kingdom ihould be fuffered to choofe their rc-

prefentatives with that peace, order and decency,

which ought to charadlerife the conftitution of a

parliament, difcords are fomented, and outrage

abetted. The people are firft intoxicated, and

afterwards bullied. The very inllant in which

they are aflembkd to preferve their lives, rights,

and properties, privilege is banifhed, rapine en-

couraged,
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couraged, and murder committed. Thefe arc

the bleffings we have enjoyed ever lince a feat in

parliament has been more advantageous to the

reprefentative than the conflituent. To counte-

nance fuch proceedings, encroachments were

made on this and all other corporations. In this

general abridgment of independence, the charter

of Chefter was altered; for, in 1676, a new

charter was made, which, although it left the

right ofeledlion, as prefcribed in thatofHen. VII.

unaltered, introduced feveral innovations with

refped: to theeledlion of all the corporate offices,

fo as to render their polFeflbrs more immediately

dependant on the fovereign.

T/he oppofite parties being nearly equal in

Itrength and affluence, agreed for a time to di-

vide the reprefentation.

The great fubjedl ofdifpute between Charles II,

and his parliament, was the excluding his bro-

ther, the Duke of York, a profefTed papifl, from

fucceeding to the crown. No fooner had the

king called them together, for the purpofe of ob-

taining fupplies, than a bill of exclufion vvai

agitated, and made the fine qua non of every pe-

cuniary grant ; and fuch were the apprehen-

lionsof the confequences of the duke's acceflion

to the crown, that even that part of the nation

who
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who were zealoufly attached to the king*s per-

fon, and the more fenfible and moderate, fup-

ported the meafure of exclufion. Every eledlion

confequently produced new advocates for it in

the houfe of commons; in defiance of all the

ftrenuous eiforts of court-influence. As money-

could not be had without parliaments, nothing re-

mained, but for the crown to attempt the acqui-

fition of fuch a decided fway in the choice of

members, as to render all oppofition too feeble

to counteradt its defigns. It was therefore ima-

gined, and not without reafon, that this might

be effedted by afTumingthe power of nominating

the officers of corporations : and as this was only

to be done by the demolition of charter, a plan

was formed for this purpofe of avowed tyranny.

Some boroughs were terrified, and others cajoled

into afurrendcrof their charters; and againft

thofe that w^ere obflinate, informations, in tfie

nature o^2iqiio warrantOy were filed. Thefe vio-

lent proceedings foon evinced that the court were

determined to eflablilh their arbitrary defigns.

With thefe views, there were not wanting, in

Chefl:er, men who \v''ere ready to adopt any mea-

fure, however defpotic, provided they were per-

mitted to fhare the unconflitutionai authority.

To this end, a voluntary furrender of their' olcJ

charter
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charter was attempted ; but this meafure, being

too defpotic, proved abortive. It was therefore

lieceflary to have recourfe to compuliion* An in-

formation was filed ; and the refult was, that

judgment was given, that the liberties of Chefier

Jhould bejei'zed into the king's hands, until the court

Ihould further order; which was accordingly-

executed by a writ of feizure. A rule for final

judgment being given the next term, and the cor-*

poration ihowing no caufe againft it, a farthcf

rule for entry of that judgment was made, which,

however, from fome negledl, was omitted. The

Tories availed themfelvesofthefecircumftances,

to obtain a new charter, have their own mayor,

and to fill the corporation entirely with their

own creatures. Regardlefs of the reproaches

and execrations of their fellow-citizens, whom
they had thus defpoiled of thofe rights reftored

to them by charter, they triumphed in the fmiles

and fun-fhine of court-favour; and, as if ty-

ranny had completely vanquifhed the patriotifm

of Chefier, a tablet was placed over the Pentice-

door, with an infcription, importing *' that the

** new charter was acceptable to all good men/''

So venal and dependant the corparation became

afterwards, that, when James II. vifited this

city, the recorder, Leving, at the head of the

Gor-



CHESTERCITY. 6f

corporation thus addrefled him : " The corpo-

" ration is your Majefty's creature, and depends

'* merely on the will of its creator ; and the folc

" intimation of your Majefl:y*s pleafure, fhall

'* ever have, with us^ the force of a fundamental

« law."

When James made an alteration in mofl of the

charters in the kingdom, the like attempt wet

made on thecity ofChefler: but the independant

citizens, conceiving that this offer was only made

to feduce them into a refignation of their religious

liberty, unanimoufly refufed its acceptance, and

defired to have their ancient charter of Hen. VI

L

reftorcd. Thus, through the difmiflion of the-

corporation created by Charles's charter, and the

non-acceptance of that of James, the city was

deftitute nearly three months of magiftrates, and

the eleclion-day paflld without any officers being

chofen. The king, indeed, was at that time bu-

lily employed in endeavouring to repair the wrong

fteps which were efFedling his ruin, by particu-

larly replacing all the corporations on their for-

mer footing: thegreateft care was taken, that no

force might be wanting to reftore the ancient fran-

chifcs to Chefter. On the i Sth ofNovember, after

the Prince of Orange had landed on the 4th,

the corporation re-afllimed its ancient privileges.

In
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In 1692, it was acknowledged by all, that the

charter of reftitution had, to every intent and

purpofe, revived the ancient franchifes; among

which, that of eledling aldermen and common-

councilmen, by the citizens at large, was as

cxprefsly granted as any other ; and as it pre-

fented a probable remedy againft the encroach-

ments of ariflocratic power, it was refolved that

it ihould be adopted.

In Odiober, 1692, Colonel Whitcly was chofen

mayor; and fo pure and patriotic v/as his con-

dud:, that he was continued in the mayoralty

four years fucceilively. Being obliged to retire

from the fatigue of his office, he convened, a

few days before this event, the corporation, and

prefented them a fet of regulations for their

future choice of aldermen and common-counciU

men : thefe were fo excellent, that they were

unanimoufly received, and deferved the appro^

bation of every honefl and fenfible mind. This

worthy citizen, being fucceeded by one of op-

pofite principles, the freedom of the corporation

was again fubverted, by caufing the elections of

the city-officers to be made by a felcft body.

This was oppofed by the citizens at large, in a

petition figned by Roger Whitely and ten others

;

which*
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^wbich, however, after great flruggles, proved

ineffedual.

In 1698, the citizens were convened, and, by

fome artful means, perfuaded to eledl the whole

body, and then to vote, that they fhould continue

in iheir offices according to ancient cuftom. Thus

was entirely deftroyed the ancient privilege of

annual eledlions in the corporation.

A general eledlion approaching in 1734, both

parties began to mufter their forces. This

proved to be one of the fevereft contefts which

the city had ever experienced. Their paflions

already inflamed, and confcious of the enor-

mous weight of influence againfl: them, the

Whigs wqre driven into excefles which would

have been inexcu fable on any other occa-

fion. It was apprehended that the corporation,

having the power of making freemen in their

own hands, might procure as many votes as

they wanted. Some of the aldermen, having

met in the Pentice at a late hour, on the Tuefday

preceding the elecftion, fufpicion arofe, that the

whole night was to be employed in admitting to

the freedom of the city as many of their party

as they could conveniently introduce. A mob

prefently aflembled about the Pentice, where

they
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they broke open the door, aflaulted and drova

out the aldermen, and damaged confiderably the

windows and furniture. Their adverfaries, feel-

ing their inferiority in this kind of conteft, re-

folved to call in foreign afliftance : fhe following

day, therefore, a large body of colliers, and

other countrymen, were brought from the neigh-

bourhood of Wrexham, by the direction and

under the influence of Mr. W. W. Wynne,

The citizens, hearing of their approach, retired

into the caflle, and there armed themfelves with

old fwords, helmets, and bread-pieces ; and,

thus formidably accoutered, fallied forth to meet

their foes. A bloody encounter enfued in Bridge-

flreet ; and the Welchmen, after feveral of them

were dangeroufly wounded, were foon routed and

put to flight. It was now agreed, that hoflilities

fhould ceafe, and fome plan fhould be fettled

for conducing the eledion in a peaceable and

regular manner. The poll continued from

Friday to Monday ; and both parties fo exerted

themfelves, as to bring votes from the moft

diflant parts of the kingdom, and even from

Ireland, in direft contradiction to the charter^ .

which limits thefe clecflions to be made by com^

morAtit citizens. The majority, as might be

expedled,
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cxpecEled, was in favour of the corporation mem-

ber ; bur no fooner were the books clofcd, and

the mayor and his attendants retired from the

huftings, than they were obliged to retreat into

the Exchange coffee-houfe. They were, how-

ever, not here fecure ; for the mob broke in,

feized the fword and mace, and, chairing their

favourite candidate, bore him before them to his

houfe in triumph.

As the corporation flill exercifed the over-

bearing influence, recourfe was had to the only

remedy againft exorbitant power, which is that

of recurring to its original and conftitutional

fource

—

l\\t people. Informations were accord-

ingly brought againft Johnfon the mayor, lo

aldermen, and 1 8 common-council, for ufurp-

ing the privilege of electing aldermen, exclulive

of the commonalty. After a coniiderable con-

tefh, the Tories prevailed ; and the Whigs, from

difappointment and exhaufted finances, fecmed

to have been, for that time, entirely difpirited

and difunited.

An attempt was made to rally them, in 1747,

under aufpiees which feemed to infure fuccefs.

It appeared that, at the eledtion of 1734, the right

of noi-.elident freemen to vote had been quef-

VoL. I. F tioned

;
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tioncd ; and it was now refolved to try the iffue.

The minillcr, to whonm the Grofvenor family was

inimical, encouraged baron Mainwaring to op-

pofe adminiftration. They were probably in-

duced to this from the hope that, if the queftion

concerning non-refidents fliould be agitated, his

fupport would not be wanting. The ele(5i:ion was

carried on with all the heat and violence of for-

mer times ; and the Tory party, counting non-

refidents, had the majority.

A petition was pdrefented, and the enquiry com-

menced, which clearly tended to eflablilh the

right of eledion in refident freemen only. And

now Sir Robert Grofvenor found himfelf in a

very difagreeable dilemma : he confidered that

his intcrefi: in Weftminfter mufl be devoted to the

minifter, or he would be obliged to refign one re-

prefentation for his hereditary borough, to which

he could by no means confent. But, as it; was no

novelty in his family to change principles, for the

purpofe of preferving the fupcriority in Chefter,

a compromife was made the evening before the

final iiTue of the petition: and, notwithflanding

the refolutions of the preceding day, the counfel

for the petitioners were intruded to fay, " that

" they would give the houfc no farther trouble.**

Thus
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Thus was the baron made the vidlim of minille-

rial duplicity. Wc may therefore rejoice at the

day that Mr. Grenville's ad: has placed the ifllie

of contefted eledlions in more impartial hands

than thofe of an influenced majority of the houfe

gf commons.

From the above and other fuccceding circum-

llances, refpedting the condudl of the corporation

and their opponents, it is evident that the former

have always endeavoured to preferve their power

by abridging and extinguilhing the liberties of the

people as much as they poflibly could, while the

latter have always endeavoured to found their

pride and diftindion on the defence of the rights

and privileges of their fellow-citizens.

Ancient Representation—This city being

the capital of a county palatine, did not fend

members to the national parliament before they

were granted the privilege by adl 34 ^nd 35 Hen-

ry VIII. c. 15.

Right oELrcTIc^'—w^s determined, Feb. 2,

1 747, to be in the freemen.

Number OF Voters—are 1000.

Returning Officers—the fheriff.

Patron—Earl Grofvenor.

F 2 CORNWALL.
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CORNWALL.
EQ.LIT^CAL INFLUENCE.

V

X HIS county is not entirely under the in-

fluence of the nobility. The Duke of Leeds, the

Earl of Mount Edgecombe, Lord Vifcount Fal-

mouth, Lord Camelford, and Lord Eliot, indeed,

command a moft powerful intereft : but when

oppofed by the Prince of Wales, as fovereign of

th^ county, the Duke of Bedford, and the Duke

of Northumberland, the independence of the

county, has had an opportunity of exerting itfelf.

The firft of thefe parties, however, prevailed at

the laft eledlion j but the majority was not very

^onfiderable.

Nui^.BER OF Voters—in this county, are 2700.

x|^ SALTASH.

Political Character.—Parliamentary in-

fluence has been an objed of legal contention in

this borough for near twenty years. The quef-

tion has been^ whether the right of eledlion was

in the carporapion, con filling of twenty eight

members, or in the freeholders of ancient houfes

or their fites, held by burgage-tenure, of which

there are thirty-eight, and all the property of Mr.

J. Buller,
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J. Buller, brother to the judge, and one of thfe

tommiffioners of the Excife.

This queftioii has been font" titties contefted at

different eleftions, and brought to iffue by com-

mittees of the houfe of commons fince the pafling

of the Grenville ad:. The determinations were,

in the three firft, favourable to the corporation

;

but the latter decided the right to be ia the; im;^

gage-holdeiis. This produced an occurence that

muft convince more ftrongly than any hypothetic

cal argument can inform the mind, that the pre-i

fent fyftem of reprefentation muft remain incom-

plete until its innumerable iniperfedlions arc

forced to yield to a radical reform. The Right

Hon. Charles Jenkinfon, and Charles Ambler^

were returned by the corporation at the general

eledlion in 1785, and refolved, by a committee^

on Monday, the 25th of April, 1785, to be duly

eledled. A vacancy happened in Gdober, 178^,

by Mr. Jenkinfon being created a peer, when

the Earl of Mornington was returned by the

corporation in his room ; and Mr. Lemon pe-

titiohed againft the faid return, on the right of

the bufgage-holders. iThe cbrnmittee appointed

to try the merits of the petition met on the 25th

of April, lySyi and, on the 6th ofMay following,

reported
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reported to the houfe, that Mr. Lemon was

duly ele6ted. Thus two members were fitting

in the Houfe of Commons at the fame time for

the fame borough, upon the right of a different

defcription of electors, who had, each of them,

been deemed ineligible in the fame Parliament.

But what is flill more remarkable, and derago-

tory to all principles of conftitutional conliftency,

is, that this error in the reprefentation for Saltafh

fhould remain yet uncorredled. Indeed the

right is ftill difputed, and is therefore to be afcer-

tained. The committees have three feveral

times feated the members chofen by the corpora-

tion, and once determined in favour of the perfon

who had the fuffrages of Mr. Buller's thirty-

eight burgage-tenures ; but neither of them arc

final. By the amended Grenville aft, the parties

have yet the chance of two more petitions on

this queftionof eledive right, which may proba-

bly be as oppofite in their decifions to each other

as thole which have been already determined.

With regard to the influence over this bo-

rough, the prefeht members were returned by

the burgage-ienures of Mr. Buller. They had

the good fortune to preferve their feats without

incurring the expence of a petition. Should the

right
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right be finally adjudged to be in thefe burgage

tenants, the property, and confequently influence

of the borough, will be transferred entirely from

the corporation to Mr. Buller; but, on the con-

trary, fliould the corporation of Saltafh gain

the viftory, the influeuce will then belong to the

treafury.

This borough is involved in the fame dif-

ficulties and obfcurities as mod of the other

boroughs in the kingdom. Having deftroyed.

that firople but general right of all tithings,

which were originally boroughs, having a

fhare in the legiflature, fucceeding charters

have been made by fucceeding kings, accord-

ing' to their feparate views and interefts,

fo as to have deftroyed even the tenor and

principle of each other. Endeavouring to limit

a privilege that, by nature and juftice, was and

fhould be a common inheritance, has involved

the municipal conftitution of our boroughs in ab-

furd perplexities, as well as expofed them to

arbitrary encroachments. It was firlt chartered

as a borough fo early as Henry IV. by its Lord
^

Reginald Valletort, who was lord of the houfe of

Trematon, within which Saltafh is fituated. A
fecond charter was granted by Richard II. a

third
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third by Elizabeth, in which were recited the

two former; and two others, which were granted

by Edward IV. and Henry VIII. : in thefe were

granted the town with all its members and appur-

tenances, the ferry of the river, rents of aflize,

tolls, &c. and to be yielded to her heirs and

fuccefTors, Duices of Cornwall, for £*i^ per

annum, as a fee-farm rent :
** And that there

" fhould be in the fame borough two burgeffes

** of the parliament; and the mayor and free

" burgeffes for the time being, as often as a par-

" liament fhould be fummoned, fhould have

" power and authority to choofe two difcrete and

** honeft men to be burgeffes of the parliament

" for the fame borough. " This charter of Eliza-

beth was furrendered to Charles II. Jan. 1682-3,

who, in confequence, granted another to them,

dated Nov. 27, 1683, which entirely changed

their conftitution.

Ancient Representation.—Although this

town w^as chartered as a borough fo early as

Henry IV. it did not fend members to parha-

ment before Edward VI.

CoRPOi^vATioN.— It was firft incorporated by

Charles II. who granted the inhabitants the pri-

vilege of being governed by a mayor, fix alder-

men.
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men, and thirty-three burgeffes, although the

number is now indefinite. Thefe may choofe a

recorder, and eleft members ofparliament. -The

manor of the borough is veiled in the corporation,

who, upon the payment of /'.18 annually, enjoy

the tolls of the markets, fairs, &c. as above ob-

ferved. A power was referved in the crown, as

in all other charters, granted by this monarch, to

difplace at pleafure any mayor, alderman, bur-

gefs, town-clerk, &c. This was the tenure by

which the eleQors in thefe places held their fran-

chife ; fo that, by this mode of incorporating

moft of the boroughs in the kingdom, Charles

poffefled himfelf entirely of the eledlive influence.

He was certain of having none but his friends

chofen by thefe dependent boroughs, whofe in-

habitants had no other fecurity for their tenures

but obeying the diftates of his pleafure. It is,

however, proper hereto obferve, that this arbi-

trary principle, which had fubje6led the freedom

of eledion in all fuch boroughs as were thus

chartered by Charles II. to minifterial influence,

was, in a trial refpeding Chcfter, decided abou^,

four years fince to be nugatory. As, therefore,

this city has thus emancipated itfelf from the fet-

ters of court authority, it may be obferved that

every
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every other borough, in the fame predicament,

lias the fame means of redrefs.

On the 2ift May, 1773, the members of the

corporation, whofe whole number at that time

was lefs than twenty, petitioned his prefent ma-

jefty for a new charter : they ftated the diflblu-

tionoftheold charter, and their incapacity to

Continue it. A new charter was accordingly

granted 7th June, 1774, in principle fimilar to that

of Charles II. for it referved the fame power of

difplacing corporators at pleafure. The mem-

bers named in this charter were moft of them

placemen in the dock-yard at Plymouth, or per-

fons holding offices under government. Thus,

by the creatures of corruption, the town of Sal-

tafh was again rivetted to a fervile depen-

dence on every adminiflration for the time being.

Unlefs the corporation choofe members in fa-

vour'of government, they are liable to lofe their

civil diftin6iions and national privileges. When

fovereign authority difpenfes a corporation-right

on the conditions of fervile dependence and

obedience, to what fource of political integrity

is a people to look for the reftoration of

fufpended privilege? when every avenue of

freedom is thus clofed by the bar of arbitrary

diS^tion^
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dilation, the people can have no hopes to

fee their government reftored. They may

be as loud in complaining as they have been

patient in fufFering, without having their grie-

vances heard, or their oppreffions even lamen-

ted; for, while they have been remonftiating

againft their lofs of privilege, the fetters of their

bondage have been more clofely rivetting. Surely

if any infringement of the conftitution calls aloud

for redrefs, it is that which corrupts and controuls

the very fource of privilege. It is in vain to

guard againft the venal pradlices of reprefentation»

when every member is thus liable to be the crea-

ture of a court, returned by the fervile depen-

dents of every intriguing and ambitious miniftry.

When boroughs are therefore chartered, and,

by their own folicitations, on the condition of

having the members of the corporation divefted

of eleftive independence, all fecurity of free-

dom is loft; and nothing can poflibly reftore

the conftitution to its primitive integrity, but

the unanimous facrifice of all perfonal intereft,

whether of prefent pofleftion, or future expec-

tancy. Reform muft not be fought, for the pur-

pofe of fupplanting one party, in order to feat

another ; for the fame principles of influence

remaining.
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remaining, rotten boroughs will again be obli^^^d,

on forfeiture of their offices^ to choofe venal re-s.

prefentations, to fupport the fame attacks on a

nation's right in one miniftry that have been re^-

probated as the pradice of others. Minifters,

whoever they may be> according to the prefent

(late of corrupt reprefentation, have, as we have

already mentioned, no fecurity for their feats but

the moft venal arts of influence. They dare not

depend on the integrity of their meafures, left

others, as ambitious as themfelves, fliould furprife

them, ungarded by their broad fhield of influ-

ence, and caft them headlong from their heights

of power and preferment. It is therefore feen^

that every minifler^ whatever may be his pro-

fellions when in oppolition, avails himfelfof all the

patronage and variety of influence to fecure him-

felf againfl: the attacks which he has before levied

againfl: his predeceflbrs in office; for this pur-

pofe are boroughs chartered on the principle of

Saltafli; and thus is corrupt influence extended^

not only in the petty jurifdiBion of a toWn-hall

or market-place, but even into every avenue,

great or fmall, divine or human, where the paf-'

lions or fenfes of man are to be rendered fubn

fervient to artful intrigue and finifter defign.

Th^
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The abufes therefore of reprefentation muft be

in general reformed, before the people can pof-

fibly be free. No conftitation can be reftored

by one fet of men being in place, without it is

the joint effort and inclination of the reft to

aid them in the laudable defign : no perfons

poffeffed of power can reilore this country to

liberty, unlefs the principles of that power are

firft purified from ambitious influence and venal

corruption. While the fource of oppreffion re-

mains, every perfon pofTeffed of power muft be

more than bUman to refill the temptation of exert-

ing an arbitrary authprity. Hiftory fcarccly

afford^ an inftance of any fet of men, in the me-

ridian qf luxury, venality, and influence, facri-

ficing their power to patriotifm. Even the

/evolution of France was the general a6l

of a nation; not the facrifice of a few in«

dividuals. All ranks, degrees, and profeffions,

united in the uaiverfal facrifice of defpotifm,

on the fhrine of liberty: the foldicr, lawyer,

divine, ftatefman, and artizan, all conjoined in

one unanimous effort to be free. Emancipation,

was the univerfal fentiment which animated the

bVeaft of the nation, knd thus broke the bonds of

(lavery. It was a deed that required the whole

ftrength
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ftrength of a peoplet o^ perform ; and nothing

fhort of the confolidatcd power of a nation could

have effefied the grand defign.

Right of Election—is in the burgage-te-

nures.

Number, of Voters—38.

The Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron of the Borough—Mr. Buller.

St. MICHAEL, or MITCHELL.

This borough is fo dcfpicable a town, that it

does not confift of above 30 thatched houfes and

one inn. It ftands in the two parifhes of New-

lyn and St. Enedore ; which lad is a valuable

vicarage, in the gift of the bifhop of Exon. It

is one of the oldeft boroughs by prefcription in

the county. It is governed by a portreve, cho-

fen annually, by a jury of the chief inhabitants,

out of the fix principal tenants, who are called

deputy lords of the manor, from poffefTing lands

in the borough. Thefe fix lords are Sir Carew

Vyvyan, Bart. Sir Francis BafTct, Mr. HughBof-

cawen. Sir Thomas Carew, Mr. William Court-

ney, and Mr. Gully. The manor belonged to

the Arundels of Llanhern ; one of the ancellors

of
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of this family procured for this place the privi-

leges of a free borough, with a market and fair ^

both of which are now difufed. In 30 Edw. I,

this little town was called Modifhole, from which

it may have derived its prefent name.

Ancient Representation.—It fent mem-t

bers to parliament 6 Edw. VI. in which retura

it is called Burgus et Villa Mychel, Mitchel, or

Modifhole. It is no where called St, Michael,

until of a later date.

Patronage.—This borough is now the joint

property of Lord Vifcount Falmouth and Sir

Francis Baflet, between whom a ftrong conteft

for fupcriority arofe at the general ele6lion la

1784. At this conteft, David Howel and Roger

Wilbraham, efqrs. were candidates, on the in-

tereft of Sir Francis Baffet; and Chriftopher

Hawkins, efq. and Mr. Bofcawen, on that of

Lord Falmonth, The numbers on the poll

were:

David Howell, efq. 27

Roger Wilbraham, efq. 21

Chriftopher Hawkins, efq. 21

Mr. Bofcawen, 15

A committee was however chofen,on the 15th

«f June following, to try the merits of this double

return.
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return, which was made in confequence of the

equality of numbers polled for Mr* Wilbraham

and Mr. Hawkins. The counfel for the former

llrove very hard to invalidate the election of the

latter on the plea of bribery committed by Mr.

Curgenven, fteward to lord Falmouth. It was

ilated, that Mr. Curgenven reiided with Mr.

Hawkins, in the houfe of one of kis lordihip's

agents, during the ele6lion ; and it was proved

that they canvafTed the borough together,. and that

Curgenven alked the vote of one of the witneffes

for Mr. Hawkins in his prefence, and jointly

with him. The Gommittee were however of an

©pinion, that the agency of Mr. Curgenven

was not fufficiently proved, to adniit this evidence

of bribery being a plea to invalidate the ele8;ion

of Mr. Hawkins. Being therefore relieved

from this accufation, his counfel propofed to

ftrikc off four votes from the poll of Wilbra-

ham, which had been admitted by the returning-

officer, and to add one. to that of Hawkins,

which had, by the fame authority, been rejeQed.

Upon the evidence adduced in fupport of this

propofition, the committee decided, that Mr.

Hawkins was duly ele8:ed.

Since the above determination. Lord Falmouth

4 and
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1

hnd Sir Francis BafTet, whofe interefts are o mucri

upon an equality, have avoided the caufe of fu-

ture contefts, by each contenting himfelf with

fending one member.

Right of Election—-has been varioufly de-

termined. In the firft cafe which appears upon

the journals, the members were chofen by burg-

hers; a name which does not, at prefent, exifl

in the borough. To this report, it is alfo added,

" the inhabitants condefcended;** which proves

that the right being thus conceded by the inhabi-

tants at large, in favour of the burghers, they

originally pofTeffed the privilege as it was anciently

enjoyed by the inhabitants of every borough in

in the kingdom, before the right was exclufively

granted to cities, towns, and boroughs, that were

more immediately in the intereft of royalty.

The next cafe, which was in 1660, the members

were chofen by two elizors, who werethem-

felves chofen by the lord of the manor, and

twenty-two of the freemen chofen by thefe two

elizors.

The right of eleftion was then difputed be-

tween them and the commonalty at large, which

was decided by the houfe in favour of the for-

mer. Thus was the right of reprefentation in-

VoL. I. G this
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this borough transferred from the people to the

lord of the manor. Another conteft did not

arife for twenty-nine years afterwards. At this

decifion the rights of the people fcemed to have

been fo little underftood, that neither the lord

of the manor, nor the commonalty, appear to

have afferted the leaft claim to the privilege.

Thedifputeat this conteft in 1689, was between

the inhabitants paying fcotand lot, and the houfe-

keepers at large. The determination ofthe houfe

of commons refpedling this borough, varied con-

fiderably, for on the 12th of December 1689, they

determined the right of eledion to be in the lord*

of the borough, and the houfekeepers not receiv-

ing alms; but on March 20, 1700, it was deter-

mined to be in the portreves, and lords of the

manor capable of being portreves, and the inha-

bitants of the faid borough paying fcot and lot.

Constitution—<)f Mitchell, is that of a fupe-

lior or high lord, and five mefne or deputy lords^

who hold of him ; the portreve, who prefides in

the borough, is one of the deputy lords, annually

chofen to that office at the court-leet of the high

lord. Although the ^ordsfnemen and commonulty

are ufed in the firft refolution, yet Mitchell i^

not, nor ever has been, a corporation,

5 Patrons
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Patrons—Lord Falmouth and Sir Francis

Baffet.

Number of Voters—42.

HELSTON.

This Borough has been tlie objed of expenfive

litigation for fome years. The conteft here was

between a corporation a(5ling under a charter

granted by Queen Elizabeth and confirmed by

Charles the firft, and another corporation afting

under another charter granted by his prefenC

majefty. The right of eledlion was the great

objc8: of contention. Each corporation aflerted

their claim to it, the new one fupported by the

late Lord Godolphin, and the remaining mem-

bers of the old one under the fupport of the late

Mr. York and the late Mr. Cuft, two gentlemen

for whom they tendered their votes at the gene-

ral eledlion in 1774. This queftion was brought

before a committee o f theHoufe ofCommons in

1775. The corporation a6ting under the new char-

ter by Mr. Rogers, their mayor, returned the Mar-

quis of Carmarthen and F. G. Owen, efq. The

corporation a6ting under the old charter by Mr.

Johns, theirmayor, returned Philip Yorke, efq. and

G 2 Francis
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Francis Guft, efq. The committee, after a moft

elaborate inveftigation,* determined in favour

of the old charier, and that Mr. Yorke and Mr.

Cuft were duly ele6led.

At the laft general eleftion in 1790, the fame

conteft was renewed, when the Rev. John Paf-

more, msiyor, under the new charter, made a

return of Sir Gilbert Elliot and Sir Stephen Lufh-

ington ; and Richard Penhall, who united in his

own folitary perfon the whole corporation under

the old charter, all the other members of that

body being dead, conceived himfelf inverted,

under the laft determination of the houfe, with^the

fole power of elefting two members to repre-

fent the people of England in Parliament, returned

James Bland Burgefs, efq. the under Secretary of

State, and Charles Abbot, efq. This double re-

turn was brought to a hearing before a commit-

tee immediately upon the meeting of the new Par-

liament, who decided (contrary to the former com-

mittee) in favour of the corporation adling under

the new charter^ by which decifion Mr. Burgefs

and Mr. Abbot loft their feats, and Mr. Penhall

the corporate right at leaft for the prefent Parlia-

• Sec Douglas's Reports.
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ment, of having two members to reprefent his

individual perfon in the Britifh Houfe of Com-

mons.

TheDukeof Leedswho fucceededto the eflate

of the late L Td Godolphin, was tht Patron of

thenew corporation^ by whom he had been returned

to Parliament when Marquis of Camarthen in

1774, but conceiving by the decifion of the firft

committee that the right was in Penhallonly, and

that the new corporation would never be able to

eftablifh their right to the election of members

for this Borough, his grace abandoned his old

friends and paid his court to Mr. Penhall, who

returned Mr. Burgefs, and Mr. Abbot under his

Grace's patronage, but having this time been as

unfuccefsful with the old charter as he was be-

fore with the new one, it is faid that a reconcilia-

tion has taken place with the latter, and that the

members will in future be returned by them un-

der this noble influence without any further op-

pofuion from Mr. Penhall.

Right of Election—in the corporation.

Number OF Voters—36.

Returning Officer—The mayor.

Patron—Duke of Leeds.

G 3 St. IVES.
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St. IVES.

Ancient State.—The manor anciently be-

longed to the Ferrers family, from whom it came

by marriage by the Champernoons; and from

them, in the fame manner, to Sir Robert Wil-

loughby, Baron de Broke, whofe co-heireffes

marrying Blunt, Lord Mountjoy, and Mr. Pow-

lett, anceftor to the prefent Duke of Bolton, it

came, on a divifion of the eflate, to the latter

nobleman

Ancient Representation.—This borough

firfl Tent members to parliament in the reign of

Queen Mary.

Corporation.—The town was incorporated

by Charles I. and is governed by a mayor, recor-

der, and twelve capital burgefles, with twenty-

four inferior burgeffes, and a town-clerk; of

whom the mayor, while in his office, and a

year after, as well as the recorder and fenior

burgeffes, are always jullices of the peace.

Right of Election—is in the inhabitants of

the faid borough, paying fcot and lot.

CASE OF bribery.

Onthe27th ofApril, 1775, a committee being

met, two petitions were read. Hating that, during

the time of canvaffing and at the eleftion, the two
'

fitting
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fitting members, and Mr. Praed's father, by

themfelves and their agents, gave and lent fevcral

large fums of money to feveral of the electors, in

order to corrupt and caufe them to vote for the

faid t^o fitting members ; that they were guilty

of other modes of bribery ; that the returning

officer had aded partially, by admitting votei'S

who had no right, and rejefting others who had

;

and that, by thefe and other undue means, the

fitting members had been chofen and returned.

The refolution of the houfe, refpe6ling the

right of eledlion, was then read, and the follow-

ing numbers of the poll were produced by the

town-clerk

:

For Praed — — — 95

For Drummond — — 78

For Stephens, the petitioner 71

The evidence proved, that the fums of money

advanced by Mr. Praed the father, to the voters,

on their notes, payable with intcrcft at the bank

of Truro, were only colourable loans; that the

voters received the money on condition that

they fhould vote for his fon and a friend ; and

that they were caufed to underftand that, on this

compliance, the payment of their notes would

never be demanded ; and that Mr. Praed, fen.

was coniidered as the agent for both his fon and

G4 Mr.
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Mr. Druramond. The petition therefore con-

cluded, that thefc latter gentlemen were incapable

of fitting for the faid borough.

Evidence was likewife brought to prove, that

fo many of the voters for the fitting members

had been bribed, that the petitioners would be

found to have evidently the majority of legal

votes. It was likewife ftated, that Mr. Stephens

ought to have had 40 more votes, of which he

was unjuftly deprived, by this number of voters

in his intereft not being rated, although they

had rateable property. But to this evidence

being given, the counfel for the fitting members

objedled ; for they offered to prove that all the

perfons rated for St. Ives, during the lafl five

years, were fo on the laft occafion of making

the rate, except two, who had been ftruck off in

confequence of their own application, dating the

narrownefs of their circumflances, and begging

to De relieved from the land and window tax

;

that none of thefe 40 perfons, except two, had

appealed againfl the rate of January, 1774; and

that, on their appeal, the rate was confirmed;

that the determination in the cafe of Milborne

Port, which had been quoted by Mr. Stephens's

counfel, was, that when a man has been deJaBo

rated, and is poffeffedof rateable property, and

has
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has paid the rate, fuch perfon is within the de-*

fcription of one paying fcot and lot, ahhough the

overfeers may have been illegally appointed.

But it never had been pretended before, that

men, circumftanced as thofe propofed to bQ

added to the poll, could vote as fcot and lot

men ; nor could it be imagined that the com-

mittee would transform themfelves into the over-

feers of the poor, and make a new rate for the

borough of St. Ives. This power was veiled,

and fo difcretionary, in the parifh officers, that

even the Court of King's Bench would not at-^

tempt to controul it, unlefs on the plea of grofs

mifcondu6l and partiality.

COUNSEL FOR THE PETITIONERS,

Anfwered, that it could be proved fome of

the perfons in queftion had applied to be rated,

and had been refufed, and therefore they had

acquiefced in this condudl of the overfeers. And

as it could alfo be proved that the four juftices

who appointed the overfeers were in the intereft

of the Praeds, they did not appeal, from being

convinced they would have obtained no redrefs.

It was likewife ftated, that the fitting member

bimfelf was one of the four juftices; and that the

appeal which had been brought by the two was

only colourable from thefe perfons being the

partifans
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partifans of Mr. Praed, and the appeal being

only made as an advantage to be taken on the

prefent occafion.

The committee, afking if it was meant to prove

any mifconduft or criminal partiality in the over-

feers,were anfwered in the negative. The chair-

man then declared they were of opinion,

** That perfons, though poflefTed of rateable

*' property, if they have not been rated, and can-

" not prove mifcondu6l in the overfeers in not

*' rating them, are not entitled to vote."

COUNSEL FOR THE SITTING MEMBERS,

Brought witnefTcs to prove, that the petitioner

himfelf had endeavoured to gain his eledion by

giving or promifing money to the voters.

In the courfe of the evidence one Wailis

proved, that one Noell faid, in the prefence and

hearing of Mr. Praed's father, that Mr. Praed

knew that he (Noell) could not take the bribery-

oath, which was not contradi6led by Praed.

This queftion was objefted to.

// wasfaid to he an ejlablipied rule, that no evU

dencejhall be admitted upon oaih oftohat a vian faid

ivfien he was not upon oath. To break this rule,

would be attended with the worfl confequences;

for
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for many men, -who would not take a falfe oath,

might be drawn to fay things that are falfe in

converfation, in theprefence of a perfon placed

on purpofe within hearing, in orde; to relate

afterwards, upon oath, what the other had faid.

This rule was admitted by the counfel for the

petitioners ; but they, at the fame time, faid it

did not apply to the evidence then offer<^d ; for

that the witnefs meant to prove a declaration of

NoeM, and a charge brought by him againft

Praed, and which was not contradided by Praed,

although declared in bis hearing : it had there-

fore every appearance of truth. This kind of

evidence was confequently taken in every court

of juftice.

The committee over-ruled the objedlion.

May 8, 1775, the committee, by their chair-

man, informed the houfe that they had deter-i

mined,

" That Mr. Drummond was duly eleQed; and

** that the eleQion of one of the burgeffes to ferve

** in parliament for the borough of St. Ives was

« void.'*

And accordingly a new writ was ordered.

Number of Voters—^were, according to

Willis,
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Willis, 150 ; but they have lince decreafed to

130.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron—William Praed, Efq.

TREGONY.

Political Character This is an incon-

Cderable village, without trade, commerce, or

manufaQory. The ele6live influence was fome

time contefted between Lord Falmouth and Sir

Francis Baflet, as were the boroughs of Mitchell

and Truro ; but the parties having agreed to

fend one member each for the ' former. Lord

Falmouth, who was lord of great part of the foil

in this borough, fold his property, and with it

transferred his interefl: to Sir Francis Baflet,

conditionally that Sir Francis fhould withdraw

his oppofition, and transfer his interefl at Truro

to his lordfhip. Matters being thus fatisfa6lorily

arranged, Sjr Francis difpofed of the whole to

Mr. Barwell, the nabob, who is now the fole

proprietor of the borough.

Ancient Representation Although this

town is now fo infignificant, it was formerly of

fome confequence ; for it nrade two returns to

parliament fo early as 23 and 25 of Edward I,

Form
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From this time Tregony was not repretented

until the firft year of Elizabeth, when it returned

two members, and has continued to do fo ever

fince.

Corporation.—In 30 Edward L Henry dc

Pomeroy, then lord of the town, certified his

right to a market, fair, and other privileges;

which were allowed. In 19 James I. it was by

charter incorporated. It is now governed by a

mayor, feven capital burgefles, and a recorder.

Right of Election—is in all the houfe-

holders who boil the pot, or, in other words^

provide for themfelves, whether they live under

the fame roof or not. (March, 1695.)

The Number of Voters were fluduating

when Lord Falmouth and Sir Francis were in

oppofition ; for then every poor wretch who be-

longed to the parifh was fought, and caufed to

boil a pot in the borough, in order to qualify

them as voters. By this means 150 were brought

to poll at the general ele£lion in 1784 ; but fince

Mr. Harwell has poflefled the fole influence, and

oppofition is at an end, the number diminifhed

to 100, which are now decreafing by degrees.

Returning Officers—are the mayor and

portreve.

Proprietor—Richard Barwell, Efq.

TRURO.
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TRURO,

PotiTicAL Character The influence in

this borough was, for fome years, warmly con*

tefted between Lord Falmouth and Sir Francis

BalTet : the latter gained the viftory by one vote,

in 1780; and the former, by tke fame majority,

in 1784; but, in confequence of their agree-

ment refpefting Tregony, Sir Francis difcon-

tinued his oppofition in this borough ; and it is

now underftood to be entirely at the devotion of

his lordftiip*

Ancient Consequence and Representa-

tion.—Truro is one of the mod confiderable

towns in Cornwall. The quarter-fefTions for the

Eaftern divifion of the county being held here,

bring a refort of company. Its great antiquity

appears from its being called Truergeu, in

doomfday-book, and having had a fair and

market fo long fince as 30 Edw^ard I. and, from

that period, it has regularly fent members to

parliament.

Corporation.—Truro was firft incorporated

in the reign of John, and afterw^ards by Eliza-

beth. It is now governed by a mayor, four alder-

men, twenty capital burgefles, and a recorder.

The
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The mayor has great privileges: he claims

being alfo mayor of Falmouth, the port-dues of

which belong to this corporation. On the elec-

tion of a mayor, the town-mace muft, by cuftom,

be delivered to the lord of the manor, until

iixpence is paid for every houfe in the town,

confifting of 400, as an acknowledgement.

Right of Election—In 1660*, this queflion

was dated :
—" Whether the mayor, and four and

** twenty, or all the freemen of this borough, have

** the right to eled.*' The houfe decided in fa-

vour of the feledl number. The difpute being

revived in the year following, received the fame

determinationt. In 1689 the fame difpute arofe,

and was ftated in the journals J ;—the queftion

was, •* Whether the right of cle<flion was in the

•* populace or fele£l number." The houfe decided

that the word populace meant the greater body of

the freemen, in contradiftindbion to the feledt

number. Their decifion however was, like the

others, in favour of the feledt number.

Number of Voters—25.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron of the Borough—Lord Falmouth,

PEN-

8 Journal, 69. f I^i^^* 3©* + '^ ^o^- ^~ ^^^*
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PENRYN.
This borough is a manor belonging to the See

of Exeter, of which it is held by the corporation^

who pay the bilhop a quit-rent for the toll of the

markets and fairs ; we prefume no very large

fum, as the borough confifts but of one indiffe-

rent ftreet, compofed of lefs than two hundred

houfes. The property belongs to Sir Francis

Baffet, the Duke of Leeds, the Earl of Mount

Edgcombe, and Mr- Trefufis. The prefent

inembers were eledled under the influence of

the two former, but we underftand that an

agreement has taken place between Sir

Francis Baflet, who owns the largeft property

in this borough, and the t)uke of Leeds,

who has hitherto poffefled the patronage of

the borough of Hellftone, not to oppofe each

other in their refpedive interefts; in confequence

of which. Sir Francis Baffet may be in future

confidered as the fole patron of this borough.

The mode of eledion here was fomewhat

curious, and feems well adapted to fuit Mr.

Burke in his next panegyric on the ftate of our

reprefentation. The fteward of the lord of the

manor fent his mandate to the mayor or por-

* trevc, to return tw6 elizors, or chief men of the

borough.
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orough, who were to choofe twenty-two more,

to make up a jury to try all ofFences, and eleB

the members-, this is aftually the conftitution of

this borough, and though the houfeholders claim

the right of eledion, we underfland it will be

difputed if they prefume to refill the nomination

of their Patron.

Corporation It was not incorporated until

18 James I. who appointed it to be governed by".

one mayor, eight aldermen, twelve common-

councilmen, a recorder, a fteward, and other infe-

rior officers. It is now, however, governed by

a mayor, four aldermen, and a town-clerk.

Right of Election—At prefcnt affumedby

the mayor, portreve, aldermen, and inhabitants

at large who pay fcot and lot.

Number of Voters—are about 140.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patrons—Sir Francis Baffet, and the Duke

of Leeds.

FOWEY.

Political Character.—It is one of the

feudal tenures belonging to the Prince of Wales,

as Duke of Cornwall. The influence is in the

Earl of Mount Edgecumbe, and Philip Rafh-

leigh, efq. who are under the ncceffity of uniting

Vol. I. H their
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their intcrcfts in order to carry their poinr.

A very powerful and expenfive oppofition was

made to their joint intereft at the laft general

cleQion by Lord Shuldham and Sir Ralph Payne,

who were fuppofed to have the good wifhesof

the Prince himfelf; but, after feveal law-fuits

on abflraft points, it was finally determined, by

acommittee of the houfe of commons, the laft

feflion, in favour of lord Valletort, fon to the

Earl of xVTount Edgecumbe, and Philip Rafh-

leigh, efq*

A number of furreptitious votes were polled

at the laft eleftion. The parties each fet up a

returning officer, who admitted all the votes ten-

dered in favour of their principals refpeftively ;

but the committee reduced the number to 6^,

and reported fpecially to the houfe, under the

authority of the amended Grenville a6l, on the

7th of March, i'79i,

" That the portreve of the borough of Fowey
** is the returning officer for the faid borough ;

" and that it is neceffary that fuch returning

" officer fliouldbe chofen or prefented by aho-

" mage-jury of princes tenants, duly admitted

" on the court-rolls of the manor of the faid

" borough; and that princes tenantsadmitted by

5 the
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" the fteward, or deputy fteward, at the court

" holden n the (aid manor, are duly admitted

;

" and that the prefentment of the homage is not

** necefiary to fuch admiflion."*

A fecond committee have fince determined,

March 21, 1792, upon an appeal againft the for-

mer decifion—That the perfons entitled to ele6l

the portreve of the borough of Fowey are thofe

who arc capable of holding that office, that is, fuch

princes tenants only as have been duly admitted

on the court rolls of the manor ofthe faid borough,

and have done their fealty, and fuch perfons only

are duly admitted whofe lands, being freehold,

were anciently, and continue to be, held imme-

diately of the Duke of Cornwall as parcel of his

faid manor of the faid borough, and whofe titles

to thofe lands have been prefented at a court ba-

ron by a fworn homage or jury of the freeholders

of the faid manor.
Ancient

* The ancient prefentment of homage Is, according to Lyttyl-

ton, the mufi. homurable and vtoji humble fervice of reverence that

a free tenant can make to his lord ; for, when the tenant ihall

do homage, he (hall come ungirted, and his head uncovered,

while his lord is fitting ; and the tenant ftiall kneel before hini

on both his knees, and hold his hands jointly togethej:, between

thofe

H %
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Ancient Representation.—It is not deter-

mined when this town was made a borough ; but

it is well known, that it returned no members

until 1J Eliz. But in the time of Edward III.

Fowey and Eaft Looe, fent a merchant to a coun-

cil at Weftminfter, to confult on Sea affairs.

The lafl-mentioned prince alfo gave the town the

privilege of being a member of the cinque ports,

for affording affifiance to certain (hips in diftrefs,

belonging to Rye.

Corporation Fowey is governed by a

mayor, eight aldermen, a recorder, and two

affiftants. The mayor, while in office, and the

next year, with the feven aldermen, are always

juftices of the peace.

Right of Election.—May 5, 1701. Re-

folved (by the Committee)—Thatt he right

of ele6ling burgeffes to ferve in parliament

for

thofe of his lord, and thus Ihall fay—" I become your man,

from this day forward, of life, and member, and of earthly wor-

ihip ; and unto you I ftiall be faithful and loyal, and owe you

faith for the tenements I claim to hold, faving the faith I owe

to my king." And then the lord, fo fitting, (hall kife him.—

Remark.—How low was the natural dignity of man reduced

by this abjeft fubmiflion, caufed by the feudal fyflem ! But how

muft the mind of the fubjed have been debafed, when fuch fervi-

lity could have been deemed the moft honourable fcrvice that

afrccman could pay to his lord !
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for the borough of Fowey, in the county of

Cornwall, is in the prince's tenants,* who

are capable of being portreves of the faid

borough, and in fuch inhabitants of the

faid borough only as pay fcot and lot.

- l^It dogs not appeary by the printed votes, that the

houfe agreed to this refolution,'] -

Right of Election, is underflood to be in

all the inhabitants paying fcot and lot.

Number OF Voters—63.

Returning Officer—The portreve, chofen

by a jury of the Prince's tenants.

Patrons—Earl of Mount Edgcnmbe,- and

P. Rafhleigb, efq.

.BOSSINEY, alias TINTAGEL.

Political Character.—The burgeffes or

freemen are the eleftors in this borough. Mr.

Crewe's bill difqualified all the eleven voters,

who happened to be then revenue-officers, except

one, who, being of fuch fingular importance as

adtually to have fent a member for this town to

parliaments in 1784, demands that his name

H 3 f
fhould

* Prince's tenants were defined on the 5:
th of March, 1701,

to be fuch only as have been duly admitted upon the court-

tolls of the manor, and have done their fealty.
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fhould be known to have bee n Arthur- Wade.

Three or four more have been fince added to

aflift this folitary ele6live individual in the ar-

<iuoiis tafk of member-making. Thefe were ad-

ded under the direClion of the Earl of Bute and

the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, who poflefs the

patronage of this borough. It is not however

certain that the intereft of thefe noblemen is

fecure. Certain individuals, claiming a right

to be admitted to the franchife of boroughmen

or freemen, under the charter, fometimes threaten

an oppofition : and the late amendment to the

Grenville ad, which opened a new avenue to

the inveftigation of borough-right, may induce

fome parliamentary adventurer to rifk a trial

upon this claim.

Ancient Representation.—This town ne-

ver fent to parliament until the 7th Edw. VI,

It was made a borough by Richard Earl of Corn-

wall, the brother of Henry III. Although it has

a titular mayor and burgeffes, it was never in-

corporated.

Right of Election.—All who have free

land in the borough, and live in the parifh, are

deemed freemen, and have votes at the eledions

of members and magiftrates.

Number
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Number of Voters.—-As this is a mere

harnlet of only about 20 houfes, in the parifh of

TintageJ, the number of voters have feldom

reached to the number of dwellings. At this

present time, they are faid to be not above four

or five,

RiLTURNiNG Officer—*The mayor.

Proprietors—Earl of Mount Edgcumbe and

the Countefs Dowager of Bute.

LESTWITHIEL.

Political Character The mode of elec-

tion in this borough is fuch as dupes the eleftor*

out of privileges with which their reprefentative

charter affeds to invefl them ; for the feventeen

common-council, who have a right of voting,

being annually chofen by the feven aldermen, arc

fure to be fuch as will conform to the didlates of

thofe by whom they are appointed : thus, limiting

the right of this eleftion in this manner, feems

as if it were done to excite the contempt of the

eledlors themfelves againft their own franchifes.

To be veiled with power without a will, is as

great an infult to the underftanding, as it is an

injury to the interefts of mankind : nothing can

more effedually tend to induce the people to

H 4 abandon
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abandon even their claims to the firft privileges

of nature arid fociety, with difguft. The king to

appoint feven men, who were to nominate feven-

teen others, to choofe two reprefentatives of the

people ; or the lord of the manor to appoint two

elizors,whowere to nominate twenty-two others,

to exercife the fame powers ; is fach a burlefque

on reprefentation, as feems only intended to

laugh mankind out of rights they might other-

wife too ferioufly endeavour to claim.

This is the county ;own,andp offefles a popu-

lation, which, like Launcellon, Bodmyn, and

Lefkard, would refcue them from the appella-

tion of Bolton boroughs, if the right of eleftion

was not confined to their refpedive corporations,

whofe limited number will always expofe them

to corruption, and fubjeQ them to influence and

controul.

Ancient Representation This town was

of fuch confequence as to have been the refidence

of the dukes of Cornwall, after their removal

from Reftormel caftlc. This place fent firft to

parliament, A. 33 Edw. I. and then difcontinued

until 4 Edw. II.

Corporation It was firft incorporated by

Rich^^d Earl of Cornwall, when he was king of

th^
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the Romans ; and is now governed by a mayor,

fix capital burgefles, and feventecn common-

councilmen.

Right OF Election.—Dec. 20, 1769, Re^

fohed, That the right of eleBing burgefles

to ferve in parliament for the borough of

Leftwithiel, in the county of Cornwall, is

in the mayor and fix capital burgeffes,

together with fcventeen afliftants annually

chofen, and who had a right to vote at the

preceding eledlion of a mayor.

Number OF Voters—24.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron—Earl of Mount Edgcunibe.

St. MAWES,

Political Character—^-The influence of

this borough was in the late Lord Nugent, and

Hugh Bofcawen, efq. But the Marquis of

Buckingham fucceeding to the eftate and patron-

age of Earl Nugent, has fince had the addrefs

to pofTefs himfelf of that of Mr. Bofcawen*s

likewife.

Ancient Representation.—This place,

which is only a hamlet, confifling ofa few houfes,

chiefly inhabited by fifliermen, fent nomembers

3 until
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iimil 5 Eliz. The portreve is the chief ma-

giftrate.

Corporation—None.

Right of Election—is in the portreve,

who is the chief magiftrate, and is complimented

with the title of mayor, and the burgeffes refi-

dent in the place.

Number of Voters—were twenty-two, but

fixteenofthem having obtained revenue offices

under government, the number is reduced to

fix.

Returning Officer—the portreve.

Proprietor—Marquis of Buckingham.

CAMELFORD.

Political Character This is a corpora-

lion-borough. Sir Jonathan Philips is the

leader or patron. The Duke of Bedford has

alfo fome pretenfions (to family intereft) in this

borough, but the reverend patron contrives, with

the affiltance of government, \ihok good things in

this place and neighbourhood are only to be

acquired through the medium of his interefl, to

have the members of his recommendation re-

lumed.

Ancient' Representation.—This borough

began
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began to fend members to parliament in the

reign of Edward VI. and this liberty was con-

firmed by Mary.

Corporation.—Although this is a poor place

(not containing more than a hundred houfes,

badly built) yet it is an ancient borough ; for it

was fo made by a charter from Richard Duke

of Cornwall, when he was king of the Romans,

who granted them a market and a fair. Thefc

privileges were afterwards confirmed by his

brother, Henry III. It was incorporated by

Charles I. and is governed by a m.ayor and vight

burgeffes or aldermen. The corporation enjoys

the toll of the markets and fairs, which, with an

eftate of ^£'.15 per annum, afford ^.80 for the

fupport of the magiftrates.

Right of Election, Willis ftates, is in the

mayor, eight capital burgeffes, and ten freemen

;

but, according to Simeon, it is in the freemen and

inhabitants paying fcotand lot. (3 Aug. 1660.)

Number of Voters— ig.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

pATR0N~Sir Jonathan Philips.

CAL-
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CALLINGTON.

This borough was tlje property of the late

Earl of Orford, at whofe deceafe it defcended,

with half of the borough ofAfhburton, and the

Cornifli and Devonshire eftates of that noble-

man, to Mr. Trefufis, now prefumed to be

Lord Say and Clinton. The right of eleftion is

in fixty-two burgage-tenures, the major of

which belong to Mr. Trefufis, alias Lord Say

and Clinton, and the reniainder to Mr. Buller,

and Mr. Coryton.

Ancient Representation.—This was the

lafl town in Cornwall that was admitted to the

right of fending members to parliament ; it re-

turned no reprefentatives until 27 Eliz. 1585.

Corporation—None ; a portreve is chofen at

the court-Ieet of the lord of the manor, who is

leturning officer.

Right of Election—is indefinite. The cuf-

tom,atprefent, limits it to burgage-tenures pay-

ing fcot and lot, or, as it is explained, in the free-

holders and beneficial leafeholders, being rated

;

but the right of the freeholders is doubted, and

that of the inhabitants paying fcot and lot pre-

fumed to be good.

Number oe Voters—19.

Proprietor. Mr. Trefufis.

East
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^ EAST LOOE.

Political Character.—This is another of

thofe boroughs which excrcife their eledlive pri-

vileges, not at the free will of its inhabitants, but

at the dictates of perfonal influence.

This place and Weft Looe are but one fmall

town or rather village, divided into two boroughs

under different names. The JEJuftke^^j^^^

defpicable hamlet fending four menabers to par-

liament while the moft populous manufadluring

towns in the country are unreprefented, is toogla-

ring to need any comnieat.

Ancient Representation.—Although this is

an ancient borough, it was not admitted to a

(hare of the legiflature, if it may be fo called, be-

fore 13 Eliz. But the inhabitants, in conjun6lion

with Fowey, fent once before a merchant to a

council of trade at Weftminfl-er.

Corporation.—This infignificant village was

firft incorporated byQueen Elizabejtlij A. D. ij 87.

The corporation confifts of nine burgeffes, one of

whom is annuallychofen a mayor ; and they have

jointly the power ofeleding a recorder. The corpo-

ration
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ration has the toll of the market, and holds the

manor of the town from the duchy of Lancafter,

at a fee-farm rent of 20s. per annum.

Right OF Election—is in the mayor, burgelTes,

and freemen.

Number of Voters—is abont 50.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Proprietor. Mr. J. Duller, who is a proprietor

of the borough.

WESTLOOE.

Political Character.—This is, like the

^^above, a dependent borough. It is under the in-

fluence ofMr. J. Buller, coufin to the former, and

fon to the late John Buller, efq. one of the lords

of the treafury : but this gentleman being at pre-

fent in the Eaft Indies, the influence is under the

diredion ofthe Rev. Dr. Buller, Bilhop ofExeter.

Ancient Representation.—^^This town is not

of any great antiquity: it firft fent members to

parliament 6 Edward VI.

Corporation.—Weft Looe, which is feparated

from Eaft Looe, by a ftone bridge of 15 arches,

over the river Looe, was incorporated by Queen

Elizabeth. It is governed'byamayor and 12 capital

burgelTes. The manor of the town belongs to

the
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the crown, and was by Henry VIII. annexed to

the duchy; of which it is now heldbythecorpo-1

ration, at the yearly rent of 24I. It is obferved

that Eaft and Weft Looe, are fo fingular as to

be the only two boroughs in the kingdom that are

governed by the fame municipal fyflem. This

afcertains, in part, the juftice of the Marquis of

Lanfdown*s remark,—That the boroughs, accor-

ding to their prefent eftablifhment, are no part

of the conditution, but the mere children of in-

trigue, which brought them into exiftence. Thofe

who brought them into their prefent wretched

ftate of parliamentary exigence, have not even

condefcended to afcertain theirpretended exclufive

rights, limit their powers, or eflablifh them on any

rational or confident fyftem : on the contrary, their

pretended rights are fo vague, indefinite, and con-

tradidlory, that they are, and will be, the fubjedis

of continual litigation, until the caufe of conteft

is removed, by ant entire reftoration of conftitu-

tional privilege.

Right of Election—is, like Eaft Looe, in

the mayor, 12 capital burgefTes, and freemen.

Number of Voters.—The number was 60;

but they are now reduced to 50.

Returning Officer— the mayor.

Proprietor—Mr* J. Buller.

Laun-
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LAUNCESTON.

Political Character.—The inhabitants of

this town have the peculiar privilege, if it may

be fo called, of having the corporation feleQed

from among themfelves ; but, as they have no voice

in electing them, and as a corporator n;iay become

an inhabitant for the purpofe ofbeing inveiled with

this franchife, and ceafe to be one the moment

he is admitted into the corporation, it can only be

confidered as a form without an effence. This bo-

rough is fubjeQ to the influence of the Duke of

Northumberland, under whofe dircdlion every

member of the corporation is admitted, and upon

whofe patronage they are all dependent.

The AlTizes are held alternately at this town

and at Bodmyn.

Ancient Representation.—This borough

fent to parliament ever fince 23 Edward I. It

had a mayor in the time of Edward IV.

Corporation.—It was incorporated by Mary
anno 1555, according to its prefent eftablifhment

;

which confifts of a mayor, recorder, and eight al-

dermen.

Right
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Right of Election.—March 1723. Refohed^

That the right of election of the borough

of Dunheved^^YidiS Latincefton^ in the county

of Cornwall, is in the mayor, aldermen, and

freemen, being inhabitants at the time tjiey

were made free^ and not receiving pay ofthe

parifh.

March 24, 1734. 2. Rr/olved, That the alder-

men of the borough ofDunheved, alias Laun^

ceJioHy in the county of Cornwall, ought to be

eledted out of the legal freedom of the faid

borough only.

Number of Voters—-20.

Returning Office—the mayor.

Patron—Duke of Northumberland.

Political Anecdote.—George Rofe, fecre.^.

tary to the treafury, being, in 1788, obliged tQ

vacate his feat for this town, inconfequenceof hi?

being appointed clerk to the houfe of peers, was

refufed his re-eledlion.

NEWPORT.

This borough is in fad: a fmall part of the town

of Launcefton, but not within the limits of thgit

corporation, being feparated by a river. The

Vol, L I right
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right of voting here is different to Launceflon,

it being there confined to the corporation of

twenty-four, and at this place to the proprietors

of burgage-tenure.

The returning Officers are two viandcrs,

appointed by the Heward of the lord of the ma-

nor at his court lect. The Duke of Northumber-

land is lord of the manor, and owns the greateft

part of the borough ; the remainder of it is the

property of the Duke of Bedford and Sir Jona-

than Phillips. This place, under the names of

Newport and Launceflon, fends as many members

to parliament as the city of London. Like Eaft

and Weft Looe, in this county,Weymouth and Mcl-

combe Regis in Dorfetfhire, Aldborough and Bo-

loughbridge, in Yorkfhire, and Bramber and Stey-

ning, in Suffex, they are only different names for

the fame places^ fplit into two boroughs each, to

anfwer the corrupt purpofes of the times they

were created tolerve.

>^- GRAMPOUND.

This borough is part of the manor of Tybeftre,

belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall, ofwhich the

corporation holds its charter on paying a fee farm

rent
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rent of 12I. lis. 4d. per annum. It is, in the

true fcnfc of the word, a Gornifh borpugh^ where

the eledlors, who are about fifty in number, difpofe

of their fuiFrages as they are direfted by their

patron, without having theleaft knowledge of the

reprefentative they lend to parliament, his charac-

ter, qualification, or is his nameevencommunicated

to thefe conftituents, till the curtain is drawn up for

the attorney to perform the farce of the ele6lion.

This borough was formerly under the manage-

ment and diredlion of Lord Mount Edgcumb,

but a difpute arifing between his lordfhip^s fteward

and the voters, refpeding the payment ofgratuities

he/ore or after an eledlion, the latter not thinking

it fafe to give credit, went in a body and offered

the command of the borough to Lord Eliot, who

continues to be their political didlator at the pre-

fent moment.

Mofl of the cledors are amply provided for ia

the dock-yard at Plymouth, which, together with

all the Cuftom Houfes in Cornwall, is fupplied

with officers from thefe immaculate boroughs-

Ancient Representation.—It was made a

borough in the reign of Edward III. but fent no

members of parliament until the reign of Ed-

ward IV.

1

2

Cor-
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Corporation.—This being an ancient manor,

belonging to the duchy, was by a charter ofEdward

III. endowed with the privileges of a market,

fairs, and exemption from tolls throughout the

county : thefe privileges the burgelTes flill hold

in fee-farm, at the rent of 1 2I. 11 s. 4d. per annum.

The above charter was confirmed by Henry VIII.

The town is governed by a mayor, eight aldermen,

a recorder, and a town-clerk.

Right of Election— is in the mayor, recor-

der, aldermen, and inhabitants paying foot and

lot.

Number of Voters—^g.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron-^Lord Eliot.

St. GERMAIN'S;

Political Character.—The parifii of St.

Germain's is the largefl in the county, it being

above 20 miles in compafs, and contains more

gentlemen's feats and lordihips than any other in

the kingdom. The town, while it was the refi-

dencc of the bifliops, was very confiderable : it is

now, however, a mean place, confifting only of

about 50 or 60 fifhermen's huts, placed near the

church.
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church. It has however a free fchool, endowed

by the Eliot family, who pofTefs the eledlive pa-

tronage in this borough, as well as in Grampound

and Lilkeard.

Ancient Representation.—The firft return

of members to parliament for this place was

5 Elizabeth.

Corporation.—None. There is however, a

portreve eledted annually at the lord's court-leet.

This portreve is alfobailiff of the borough, and

may make an^ houfe in it the prifon of the perfon

he arrefts.

Right of Election.—The members are cho-

fen by the houfeholders who have lived a year

within the borough ; which contains only the huts

above mentioned, the reft of the parifh being ex-

cluded.

Number OF Voters—20.

Returning Officer—the portreve.

Proprietor—Lord Eliot, whofe family purcha-

fcd port Eliot from Mr. Champernoun.

LISKARD, OR LESKARD.

Political Character—This borough is one

pf the largeft towns in Cornwall ; and the market is

I 3
one
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one of the mofl confiderable in the county. It

is calculated to contain looo houfes. The

right of eleftion is however confined to a mayor,

eight capital burgeffes, and fifteen afliftants, toge«

ther with as many freeman as thefe twenty four

corporators may think proper to create. The

number ofthis lad defcription feldom exceeds thir^

ty, who arc feledled from amongft the friends of

Lord Eliot in different parts of the county ; very

few of them are taken from the inhabitants of the

town, though it exceeds in population and fiz^

any other in Cornwall.

Ancient Rrepesentation.—Lefkard fent to

parliament 23 Edward I.

Corporation.-—This town was incorporated

July 6, 1580, 29 Elizabeth; and the government

confifts of a mayor, recorder, eight capital bufr

geffes, and 15 afliftants.

Right of Election.—The members of par-

liament are chofen by the corporation and free-

men.

Number of Voters—50.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron—Lord Eliot.

Ancient Representation.-—This town fir(l

rctiirned members in Edw. VI. laft parliament.

Right
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Right of Election—In two vianders, and

iixty burgage tenements.

Number of Voters—60.

Returing Officer—^two vianders.

Propri etor—Duke of Northumberland,

BODMIN.
The Right of Election in this Town,

being confined to a corporation of thirty fix, it

is, like all the other corporations in this county^

under the controul of a fuperior influence. Sir

John Morfhead, Bart, and George Hunt, Efq.

have the command of this feled: body of confti-

tuents, who are generally reprefented by thofe

gentlemen or their relations. The aflizes for

the county is held here alternately with Laun-

cefton ; the town is much decreafed from its for-

mer dimenfions and population, and confifts now

of no more than one ftreet.

Patrons -Sir John Morfhead, Bart, and

George Hunt, Efq.

Ancient Representation.-—It was made a

borough tempore Hen, II, and has fent members

ab origine.

Corporation This town was anciently go-

verned by a mayor and 36 burgeffes ; but at

pefsnt b a mayor, 12 aldermen, 24 common^

1

4

council^
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council, and a town-ckrk. Its privileges were

confirmed by James, who incorporated it in the

15th of his reign. "^

Right of Election—is in the majority ofthe

corporation.

Number OF Voters-—36.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

CUMBERLAND.
Political Character.

X^ IS county is completely ariflocratic. An elec-.

tioti contell,which is faid to have coft^T. 100,000,

happened in 176S, between the interefts of

the Duke of Portland and thofe of the Earl of

Lonfdale, ' in vi^hich the former was fuccefsful.

To prevent expences, thefe noblemen have agreed

to fend each one member.—Sir Henry Fletcher

rcprefents the Duke of Portland, and Mr. Sen-

boufe Lord Lonfdale.

Cumberland contains one city, fourteen mar-

ket towns, and fifty eight parifties, and fends fix

members to parliament.

CARLISLE.

Charters.—Almoft every king of England^,

from William L until James L bellowed fome

privilege
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privilege on this ancient city. Richard I. granted

the burgeffes their liberties for the annual pay-

ment of ten marks: Henry III. granted them

a coroner for the like fum. Edward II, befide

exempting them from toll, allowed them feveral

immunities, on a fee-farm rent of £.So per

annum ; and, by fome fubfequent charters, they

were excufed from this feudal burthen. All the

above liberties, with a manor, are pofTefTed by

the corporation, confifting of a mayor, recorder,

eleven aldermen, two fheriffs or baliffs, and twen-

ty-four citizens or common-councilmen.

Right of Election.—There was no deter-

mination in parliament upon the right of eleftion

at Carlifle, previous to the late important deci-

iion of the committee, under the amendment of

the Grenville adt, on the third day of March laft.

In the only material conteft mentioned in the

journals in 1712, it was agreed to be in the

mayor, aldermen, bailiffs, and freemen, relident

or non-refident.

CoRPoRATioN.—Notwithflanding the former

i:harters, the corporation is now deemed pre-

Icriptive. Its prefent form is derived from a

charter of Charles I. in the year 1637, confifting

^ of
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ofa mayor an^deven other aldermen, two bailiis^

and twenty-four capital burgefles, forming the

common-council ; and an indefinite number of

freemen. The capital burgeffes are chofen by

the aldermen out of the freemen. There are

likewife in the corporation eight trading com-

panies or guilds, whofe privileges are prefcrip-

tive; namely, the merchants, tanners, (kinners,

butchers, taylors, \ycavers, fhoemakers, and

fmiths. Perfons born the fans of freemen, or

having ferved a regular apprenticefliip to freemen,

and having been admitted to the brotherhood qf

any of thefq- guilds, are entitled to the freedom of

the city, and the privilege of voting for the

members of parliament.

Political Character.—The number of

eleBors in this city are fix hundred and fifty.

The corporation, and about a hundred and thirty

of the freemen dependent on them^ are in the

intereft of the Earl of Lonfdal^ : but ^he majority,

forming a body of near five hundred, are in the

intereft of the Duke of Norfolk, and the inde-

pendence of the city. The influence acquired

by his Grace in this inftance is not that of a feu-

dal lord, or an arbitrary Iand-o^\'ner, who derives

}iis confequenpe from a court-baron, pr his pof-

feflions
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feffions in the neighbourhood of Carlifle; but

from a firm and manly oppofition to a mofl un-

conflitutional and defperate attempt to overturn

the rights of eleQion within this city, and to over-

whelm the eleftors with an army of what are call-

ed honorary freemen, or faggots, in order to out-

number the legal eleftors on a poll. No lefs than

fourteen hundred of this defcription, moftly fe-

lefted from the collieries and eftates of Lord

Lonfdale, were admitted by the mayor to their

freedom, without any one of them having either

the claim of birth or fervitude to fanftion their

right, or having obtained admidion to the brother-

hood of either of the guilds, as the charter and

prefcriptionof the city direQs.

Thefe furreptitious freemen were three feveral

times petitioned againft to the houfe of commons

;

fi'^fly ^y J- Chriftian Curwen, efq. who became a

candidate for the reprefentarion of the city, upoa

the vacancy occafioned by the death of the Ho-

nourable Edward Norton ifecondly, by Rowland

Stephenfon, efq. who became a candidate upon the

Duke of Norfolk fucceeding to the peerage, in

1786 ; andrAzV^/y, by Mr. Curwen and Mr. Brad-

dyll, at the laft general eledion : and in all thefe

jnftances they were declared, by the feveral com-

mittees^
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mittees, illegal. The laft committee who were

balloted under the powers of the amended Gren-

ville aft, reported fpecially to thehoufe, " That the

" right of election for the city of C&rlifle, in the

** county of Cumberland, is in the freemen of the

" faid city, duly admitted and fworn freemen of

" the faid city, having been previoufly admitted

** brethren of one of the eight guilds or occu-

** pations of the faid city, and deriving their

•* title to fuch freedom by being fons of freemen,

" or by fervice of feven years apprenticefhip to

*' a freeman refident, during fuch apprenticefhip,

** within the faid city, and in no others.** March

3> 1791-

Undue Influence.—Thefollowing cafe came

before the Court of King's Bench in Michael-

mas term, 1791.

The Minifler had a mind to compliment Mr.

Garforth, a member of the late and prefent par-

liament, and fteward and agent to the Earl of

Lonfdale, with the place of colledtor of the

cuftoms in the city of Carlifle. Mr. Garforth,

on account of his fituation, was incapable of

holding the office ; and the place was given in

truftjor htm to Mr. Fearon : Mr. Pearfon a6led

as itfuiy to Mr. Fearon, and performed the duties

of
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of the office for him. A difputc, which was fuc-

ceeded by a law-fuit, happened between Mr.

Garforth and Mr. Fearon ; and it was decided in

the Common Pleas, " That holding places in

" truft was illegal.'* The defendant had paid

over the profits of the place to Mr. Garforth ;

and this aftion was brought by the plaintiff to

recover the amount of the profits from Mr.

Pearfon, the ad:ing officer, and receiver of the

dues.

Lord Kenyon faid, the conduO: of the parties

was fuch as not to entitle them to any indul-

gence; and therefore would not grant the appli-

cation.

Returning Officer—the mayor;

Patron—Duke of Norfolk.

COCKERMOUTH.

Political Character.—The eledlive in.-

fluence of this town is polTefTed by the Earl of

Lonfdalc, who is proprietor of the town, and,

of courfe, not to be offended in his didlation.

The Earl of Egremont is lord of the manor and

caftle of this town, by defcent from William do

Mefchines, who firft poffelTed the honour of,

Cockermouth by gift of his brother Ranulph,

Earl
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Earl of Cumberland. From him it dercendcd^

for want of male ifTue, to Gilbert Pipard ; and

from him, for the like caufe, to Richard Luey,

by whofe male ifluc it became veiled, in the reign

of Richard III. in the year 1384, in the family

of the Percy's, Earls of Northumberland. It

continued in this family until Jofcelinc, the laft

carl, who left only a daughter, married to Charles

Seymour, the laft Duke of Somerfet but three,

from whom it defcended to the prefent Earl of

Egremont. The Earl of Lonfdale, having pur-

chafed a majority of the houfes in this borough,

at a moft enormous price, is careful that they are

tenanted by fuch only as will obey his recom-

mendation as implicitly as the fourteen hundred

colliers he caufed to be made in one day freemen

of Carlifle.

Ancient Ripresentation.—This town has

Only enjoyed the privilege of reprefentation

fincc 1640, except one return that it made 23

Edw. I.

Corporation.—None. The town is, how-

ever, governed by a bailiff, chofen annually by a

jury of lixteen burgeffes, at the court of the lord

of the manor. The town was anciently a ham-

let to Brigham, a parifh about a mile diflant ; but

it
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it has been a diftinft "parifh ever fince the reign

of Edward III.

Right of Election The members of par-

liament are chofen by the inhabitants at large.

Number of Voters—165.

Returning Officer—the bailiff.

Proprietor—Earl of Lonfdalc.

DERBYSHIRE.

Political Character.

Although Derbyfhire contains fix hun-

dreds, eleven market-towns, one hundred and

fix pariihes, twenty-one thoufand one hundred

and fifty houfes, and twenty-lix thoufand nine

hundred inhabitants, it fends only two members

10 parliament for the county, and two for Derby.

The ariftocratie influence prevailing in this

county is that of the Duke of Devonfhire, whofe

family contrived to fecure the eledion of one of

the knights of the ihire for this laft century ; and,

until the two laft parliaments. Lord Scarfdalc

fucceeded for the other. The county is now

however confidered as being half independent.

3 DERBY.
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DERBY.

Political Character.—The mayor, alder-

men, brothers, and capital burgefles who form

the common-council, are allin theintereft of the

Duke of Devonftiire, who, from their confe-

quence, pofTefs alfo great influence in the borough.

They attach this intereft to the above nobleman

by the exercife of that power which they afTume

of making honorary freemen, or, as they are moft

ufually termed, in this and every other place,

faggots ; thefe are made from among fuch per-

fonsas have neither the claim of birth nor fervi-

tude. By virtue of this power the aldermen

can, at any time, create a number of freemen

from among the Duke of Devonfliire's tenants

and dependents, in various parts of the county.

Such faggots will confequently out-number the

legal freemen of the borough ; an thefe hono-

rary freemen want no qualification but xhtfat

of the aldermen, and to have been one whole year

invefled with their nominal franchife, agreeably

to the letter of the Durham a6l; and they are

qualified to come into the town on the day of

cledion, and to eafe the refident freemen of all

the inconveniences of a conteil, by choofing

their
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tiicir members for them, Derby, therefore^

though a very large and opulent town, cannot

maintain its independence, as it would, if the

right of voting was in the inhabitant houfeholders,

where it ought to be, or if it were relieved from

the tyran y of a corporation, under which no

town can be free, linlefs it is conftituted as that

of London. In the cafe of Carlifle, making this

dfefcription of freemen was deemed illegal : but

in the cafe ofBedford and Derby, thef reverfe has

been determined. If, therefore, Mr. Grenville

had introduced a claufe into his excellent bill, to

afcertain the qualifications of voters, and to abo-

lifh honarary freedoms, and luch furreptitious

qualificatiotis, he would have done more to have

prevented expenfive litigation, than the com-

mittees will ever be able to accomplifh ; for they

are only competent to decide upon the evil when

committed, without pofTe fling the leafl power of

preventing it in future.

Ancient Representation This town has

returned from the firfl: fummons 23 Edward I.

Corporation.—Derby, which is a place of

gteat antiquity, was a royal borough in the reign

of Edward the Confeffbr, at which time there

were 143 burgefles; but when the Norman fur-

VoL. L K veyi
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vey was made, ihey were reduced to 100. It*

was afterwards incorporated by a charter from

king Charles I. This borough furrendered all

prior charters and grants, and all its liberties and

privileges, into the hands of the crown. Upon

this, a new charter was granted, on the 5th of

September, 34 Charles 11. By this charter the

corporate name is, " The mayor and burgeffes
]

" of the borough of Derby, in the county of

" Derby." The corporation confifts of a mayor,
'

a high-fteward, nine aldermen, a recorder, a

town-clerk, fourteen brethren, fourteen common-

council, and an indefinite number of freemen.

The mayor is chofeii every Michaelmas-day,

from among the aldermen, by a majority of the

aldermen and brethren. The aldermen hold

their office for life, unlefs removed for ill-bc-

baviour or non-relidcnce. If by death, or any

other removal, a vacancy happens, one of the

brethren is chofen to fill it by the majority of

the mayor and remaining aldermen. The

brothers and capital burgeffes are, in like man-
' ner, chofen for life, but liable to removal, like

the aldermen. A vacancy among the brothers

is fupplied from among the capital burgeffes,

by the eledion of the majority of the mayor,

aldermen.
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aldermen, brothers, and remaining capital bur-

geflfes. The recorder is chofen by the majority

of the mayor, aldermen, common clerk, brethren,

capital burgeffes, and mufl: htvir probuSy defcretus,

et in legihus Anglic eruditus. His office continues

during the pleafure of the mayor, aldermen,

brothers, and capital burgefTes ; and the voice

of the mayor is neceffary for his removal, as it is

for the removal or disfranchifement of all other

officers or members of the corporation. The"

common clerk, who is alfo, ex efficio^ coroner, and

clerk of the peace, is chofen by the majority,

confifting of the aldermen, brothers, and capital

burgefTes, the mayor or recorder being one, and

continues in office during their pleafure. The

aldermen, brethren, and capital burgefTes, mufl

be conflantly refident in the borough. The

mayor, aldermen, brethren, capital burgefTes,

recorder, and common clerk, all take an oath of

office : the mayor (either on the day of ele6lion,

or, if abfent, within one month after the elec-

tion) before his predecefTor, or, in his abfence,

before the recorder, or one of them, takes an

oath ; tRe aldermen, brethren, and capital bur-

gefTes, and the recorder, all take their oaths be-

fore the mayor for the time being ; and the

K % common
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common clerk takes his oath before the mayoi*

and recorder, or either of them, and as many of

the aldermen, brethren, and capital burgeffes, as

choofe to be prefent. The recorder and com7non

clerk cannot enter on their offices, until approved by

the king. The mayor and recorder have power

to appoint deputies i the mayor's deputy to be

named from among the aldermen ; and the re-

corder's deputy to be fkilful in the laws of Eng-

land : thefe deputies muft likewife take an oath

before the mayor. The aldermen, brethren, and

capital burgeffes, form the common council ; and

the majority of them, together with the mayor,

have power to make bye-laws, impofe fines, &c.

The mayor, the bijhop of Litchfield and Coventry,

his chancellor, the recorder and town clerk, the

mayor of the year preceding, and the four fenior

aldermen, are the local jujiices of the peace, but

removable at the king's pleafure.

Right of Election The members arc

chofen by the corporation, freemen, and fworn

burgeffes, by charter 14 Charles I.

Number of Voters—655.

Returning Officer—is the mayor.

Patron s^—Duke of Devonfhire, and T. W,

Coke, efq.

DEVON-



pEVONSHJI^E. IJ3

DEVONSHIRE .

POLITICAL CHARACTER.

X H E political lituation of this county is the

direft oppofite of rotten boroughs. Like York-

fhire and Lincolnfhire, the extenfivenefs of its

territory, the number of its inhabitants, and its

weight of property, give it a capacity for the im-

portance of a Hate equal to fome of the Ameri-

can governments, rather than a poife in the

reprefentation with Old Sarum or Gatton.

According to the ratio of its taxes, its propor-

tion of reprefentatives in the legiflature of the

kingdom would be twenty-one out of five hundred

and fifty-eight. Yet we fee the united boroughs

of Weymouth and Melcombe with a hundred

ele6lors, and which is only a fmall portion of the

eftate of an individual, fend twice as many mem-

bers as this extenfive county.

The freedom of eleftion is likewife as much

deftroyed by its extended limits, population, and

opulence, as it is in a rotten borough by the total

want of thefe qualities. The expences attending

^ contefied ekaion for fo large a didria, effec-

tually prevents an oppofition. The two moft

K 3 opulent



134 DEVONIHIRE.

opulent gentlemen in the county have therefore

only to perform the ceremonies of an eleQion,

and they are invefted with the legiflative charac-

ter as fecurely as if the right of election was in

their own pcrfons. The grievance therefore

is not leffened by going into oppofite extremes.

A perfedl equality in diftriB and population can

alone form that fyftem of beauty and perfeBion,

which an equal reprefentation would give to our

admired conftitution.

Devonfhire is divided into 33 hundreds, and

contains one city and thirty-feven market-towns.

It is feated in the prov^ince of Canterbury, and

diocefe of Exeter. It fends twenty-fix members

to parliament ; namely, two knights for the fhire,

two citizens for Exeter, and two burgelTes for

each of the following towns :—Afhburton, Barn-

ftaple, Bearalfton, Dartmouth, Honiton, Oak-

hampton, Plymouth, Plymton, Taviftock, Ti-

verton, and Totnefs.

In a pfenfion-lill that was publifhed in the reign

of Charles II. is this whimfical chara6ler of one

of the members for this county ;

Sir Copelfton Bampjieldy hart, much addided to

tippling, prefented to the king by his pretended

wife, Betty RohertSy in Pall-Mall.

5 EXETER.
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EXETER.

Political Character This city, which is

a city and county of itfelf, is very ancient, and

boafts of having had a mayor before €ven the

city of London. Its extent is about a mile in

compafs ; and it has fifteen pariflies.

This is one of the few places in Gf«at Britain

which, in parliamentary language, is called an

open city, from its not being under the influence

of a nobleman, or any other individual. Were

this the cafe in every city and borough, however

imperfed the organization of their refpeQive

conftitutions, our greateft complaint, that of bafe

inequality, and individual influence, would be

removed. Twelve hundred freemen ajre a num-

ber that command a powerful claim to reprefen-

tation; but, where the right is vefted in twenty-

four, thirty-fix, or fifty-four corporators, as in

moft boroughs, and even the populous cities of

Bath, Winchefter, and Salifbury, it becomes a

grievance of fuch a magnitude, as to be coun-

tenanced and fupported only by the poflefTors of

that defpotic influence, which entails flavery on a

people.

Ancient Representation,—Exeter fent

K 4 members
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members from the firft demand of them after the

conqueft.

Corporation.—It is a county of itfelf, and is

governed by a mayor, 24 aldermen, a recorder, a

chamberlain, a town-clerk, a fherifF, and four

ftevvards, and has a fword-bearer, four fergeants

at mace, and four ftafF-bearers. The incorporate

body of this city is divided into companies, and

each company is governed by officers annually

chofen from among them. Civil caufes are tried

by the mayor or his officers,who have cognizance

of all pleas, and hear all caufes between party and

party, and determine them with the advice of the

recorder, aldermen, and council of the city ; but

criminal caufes, and breaches of the peace, are

determine^ by eight aldermen, who are juftices

of the peace.

Right of Election—is underftood to be in

the magiftrates and freemen, there never having

been any determination of the houfe on that

queftion.

Number OF Voters—may be afcertainedfrom

the following poll of the late conteft, not tg

exceed 1 200

:

James Buller, efq. 1106

John Baring, efq- 588

Sir C. W. Bampfyldp, bart. 550

Returning Officer—theiheriif.

TIVER,
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TIVERTON.

^37

Political Character.—Theele6tive rntereH

in this borough is entirely poffefled by Lord Har^

rowby, who nominates the members. The fol-

lowing names of the whole conftituent body will

beft explain the motives which govern their poli-

tical attachments,

LIST.

No. 1. Benjamin Dickenfon, mayor.—This gen-

tleman's independence may be eftimated by

the circumftance of his brother being a fuper^

vifor of excife, and his brother-in-law being

employed in the cuftoms.

No. 2. John Davey.—^The prefent chartered juf-

tice of the town.

No. 3. David Gorton.—Both of thefe worthy

ele6:ors are employed in the fervice of the

mayor in no very enviable fituation ; added to

which, the jujiice lately procured a commiffion

for his fon.

No. 4. Henry Ofmond.

No. 5. Henry Ofmond, jun. fon to the above

and clerk to Sir John, and refident at Exeter.

No. 6. William Wood An extra-officer in the

ftamp-office, and r^/z^i^Tzrin London.

No,
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No. 7. Bevis Wood.—Town-clerk, receiver of

the crown rents for Devon, Cornwail,dind Somer-

fety an attorney at law in genteel praBice.

No. 8. Barnard Befley, now comptroller of the

cuftoms at Exon, and refident there.

No. 9. John Befley, his brother, a dyer in a re-

fpedlable hne. j

No. 10. William Befley, his fon, in partnerfhip

with his father.

No, 11. Thomas Enchmarfti; ),
__.

, , ^ , „ > brothers.
No. 12. Richard Enchmarlh, )

No. 13. Philip Parkhoufe.—A good-natured ho-

ned bookfeller, whofe principal trade is with

the fcholars of the gramma r-fchool, and among

the neighbouring gentry, by whom he is de-

fervedly held in efteem He is dijinbutor of

Jlavips.

No. 14. William Martin.—A plain country

farmer, who rents a fmall tenement in the pa-»

rifli, eats his mutton, and does as he is bid

without grumbling.

No. 15. A merry baker, two of whofe brothers

are employed by government.

No. 16. George Cruwys.—The fapient veftry-

clerk of the parifli.

No. 17. William Horabin.—This man was born

in
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in London ; but being by trade a hot-preffer,^

he was fent for by the late Oliver Peard,

and made one of the corporation of the town.

He refides at Exeter, and works for Sir John.

No. 1 8. Rev. William Walker, coufin of Sir

John, through whofe means he obtained a go-

vernment-living near Bath, which he fcarcely

ever vifits, except to receive thefruits ofChrijl's

vineyard.

No. 19. John Webber.—In this good man's cafe

there is fomething like a difplay of juftice ; for

it is commonly reported he is faddled upon the

above learned and reverend Sir, for an annuity

of 40I. per annum.

No. 20. William Lewis.—A Tiverton merchant,

and a near relation to Sir John,

No. 21. John Govett,

No. 22. William Jenkins.—Schoolmafter and

makfter.

No. 23. John Owens.—A reputable manufac-

turer.

No. 24. Henry Dunsford Treafurer of turn-

pikes.

Ancient Representation.—This borough

never fent members to parliament until the year

1615, when it was fo imprivileged by charter of

Jame»
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; James I. who incorporated it by the name of ma-

yor, twelve principal burgefles, and twelve aOif-

tant$, who compofe the whole conftituent body of

this branch of the democracy of Great Britain.

The reafon affigned by the above monarch

for enfranchifing this borough, in the preamble to

the charter, is fomewhat curious, and what, in our

opinion, would have juftified at leaft a fufpenfion,

if not a removal of that privilege, fuppofing the

borough to have poffeffed it before. This pre-r

amble begins with reciting, that Tiverton was an

ancient town ; and that it had lately been burnt down^

thirty-five thoufand pounds worth of property

having been deftroyed. And the king, perhaps

thinking it would never be built up again, deemed

it a proper place to balance the influence of Dun-

wich, which had been fwallowed by the fea, and

Old Sarum, which had been totally deftroyed.

After this, Tiverton became a large populous

place, and carried on a confiderable trade, But^

on the 5th of June i73i> another terrible fire'

happened here, which deftroyed 200 of the beft

houfes in the place, and moft of the manufac-*

lures. The lofs was eftimated at £'.150,000 : on

whicb
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which the parliament paffed an a6t, the following

year, for rebuilding the town, in which it was

enjoined that the new-built houfes fhould be

covered with tiles or lead, inftead of thatch ; that

no trade, likely tooccafion fires, fhould be exer-^

cifed in the public ftreets, nor any {lacks of

corn or llraw erefted there; that fire-engines

fhould be provided, and the ftreets and pafiages

widened.

In 1723, the mayor of the borough of Tiver-

ton having abfented himfelf on the charter-day

for ele6ling his fucccflbr, no new mayor could

be chofen. The year following, the crown was

appUed to for a new charter; and the bufinefs

was referred to Sir Philip Yorke and Sir Cle-

ment Wearg, then attorney and folicitor general,

for their opinion. In this report they ftated the

cafe of Banbury; and, after obfefving that the

decifion there had not been contraditled by arty

fubfequent opinion of the court where it was

made, nor of any fuperior court, they fay, ** That

" they apprehend it comes up to the cafe before

'=* them, and is a clear authority in law, that the

** corporation of Tiverton is at an end." They

therefore
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therefore advifed the king to grant a new

charter.

To prevent the inconvenience^ attending the

power which the preljding officer of corporations

had of diffolving them, by being abfent on the day

appointed by their conftitution, for the eleQion

of magiftrates, it was afterwards enabled by the

Hat. 1 1 Geo. I. c. 4. " That, for the future, the

" corporation, in fuch cafes, fhall not be deemed

" or taken to be diflblved.'* It is likewife pro-

vided, that the perfons entitled to choofe the ma-

giftrates, fhall proceed to niake the eleftion on the

day immediately following the charter day, with-

out the mayor or other prefiding officer; and that

the perfon next in office ihall hold the court, and

be the prefiding officer for that purpofe.

Corporation—confifts of a mayor, twelve

burgeffes, twelve inferior affiflants, a recorder,

and a clerk of the peace. This charter of

James I. empowered the mayor to be gaol-

keeper, and ordered that the gaol-delivery fliould

be before him and the recorder.

Right or Election—The choice of repre-

fentatives is vefled in the corporation only.

Number
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Number of Voters—24.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron—Lord Harrowby.

equality of votes.

December \yi>^ 10.—The return for this bo-

rough being read, it appeared that T. B. R. M.

and J. W. efqrs. had all an equal number of

voices.

Refolved,—" That the late eleftion of burgefles

" to ferve in this prefent parliament, for the

" borough of Tivertoti, is a void ele6lion/*

Ordered,—v" A new writ to iffue/* &c.

DARTMOUTH.

Political Character This is another in-

ftance, like Tiverton, in this county, of a large

and populous town fufFering the mofl invaluable

privilege of man to be affumed and exercifed

by a corporation, confiftingof forty freemen, or,

as they ought with juftice and propriety to be

ftyled, bondmen ! Thefe forty fele6l gentry,

conftituted



I44 DARTMOU TH*

conftituted to legiflate for a community, are

again circumfcribed, by the operatiorf of Mr.

Crewe's bill, to lefs than half of even that num-

ber. The governor of Dartmouth, the coUeftor,

comptroller, and all the officers of the cuftom-

houfe, are taken from this immaculate body

;

and the remainder are moflly under the employ-

ment of government, as gunners, and other

officers, which Mr. Crewe's bill does notdifqua-

lify.

This is one of thofe hopeful places termed

government-boroughs, from the Treafury and

Admiralty taking to themfelves the exercife of

that influence which might, with more ecife, and

equal propriety, be exercifed by the clerks at the

defk, in either of thofe offices. One of the

members recommended by government to this

borough, is generally a neighbouring gentle-

man ; the other is always a ftranger, who ap-

pears to have no other intereft with the voters,

than that of completely intoxicating them at an

election.

Since the death of the late Arthur Holdf-t

worth, efq. member for this town, Mr. Edward

Baftard, of Sharpham, near this borough, brother

to
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to the member for the county, has taken the

lead of this corporation.

Ancient Representation.—This borough

fcnt only once to parliament, viz. 26 Edward I.

before 24 Edward III.

Corporation—was granted by Edward III.

It confifts of a mayor, recorder, two bailiflFs, and

twelve common-councilmen. They keep a court

©f fefTions, and a water-bailiwicK" court.

Right of Election Nov, 21, 1689.

—

I. The committee reported, that it appeared, the

right of eledion for the borough of Dartmouth,

alias Clifton Dartmouth Hardnefs, in Com.

Devon, was in the freemen of the faid bo-

rough.

II. Refolved, nemine contradicente,—" That twenty

" five new freemen, made after the writ bore

" tefte, were not duly nor legally made,
—

'

** Agreed to by this houfe.'*

III. Ordered—" That Mr. Whitrow, the late

" mayor, be taken into cuflody, for his mif-

" deameanours in making the faid freemen.'*

Number of Voters—20.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron—Edward Baftard, efq.

Vol. I. L ASHBURTON,
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ASHBURTON.

PoliticAt CHARActER—.-This being a bur-

gage-tenufe borough, was the joint property of

the late Earl of Orford and Sir Robert Palke;

but, by the deceafe of the former, his Ihare of it

defeend^ to Mr. Trefulis.

Ancient Representationt.—Afhburton lent

members to parliament the 26th of Edward I.

and again the 8th of Henry IV. fince which time

it never made any more returns before the 15th

of Charles I. anno 1640, when it was reftored

with other boroughs.

Corporation— None. It is however governed

by a portreve, annually chofen at the court ofthe

lord of the manor.

Right of Election.—--Brown Willis ob-

ferves, that all the houfekeepqrs voted in this

borough until the year 1 707, aud that the number

upon the poll were 196 : fo that its perfonal pro-

perty in reprefentation has not been of more

than 85 years duration. The members are cho-

fen in a place that is now ufcd as a fchool-houfe,

and which was formerly a chapel dedicated to St,

Lawrence.

Fek



A s li fi u R t o N. 147

Jnt^ 26, 1707, Refolved—" That the right of
^* eledion of members to ferve in parlia-

** mentfor the borough oiAflibuftony in the

"' county of Devon, is in the freeholders

" having lands or tenements holden of the

** faid borough only*'*

March 17, 1701, Refolved--^*^ That the free-

** holders of the lands and tenements called

** Hal/Jianger 2it\d Holwell lands, lying within

*' the borough of Afhburton, and fubjeft to

" pay a borough-rent, have a right to vote

. ** for members to ferve in parliament iot the

" faid borough of Ajhburton,

Number of Voters.—This is of very little

confequence, from the majority of the freeholds,

which gave a right of fufFrage, being the joint

property of Mr. Trefufis and Sir Robert Palke;

and as the freeholds are only divided at their

difcretion, for the purpofe of complying with the

forms of an eleftion, the |^number of voters is

virtually only two, although they have been

reckoned by Willis and other to be 200.

Returning Officer—the portreve.

Proprietors—Sir Kobert Palke, bart. and

Mr. Trefufis.

L 2 OAKHAMTON
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OAKHAMPTON, or OKEHAMPTON.
«

Political Character.—The Hate of this

borough is fingular: its conftitution is partly

feudal, and partly corporate. Previous to the

acceptance of the charter, the portreve of the

borough had always made the return ; but, from

the date of the charter, 1623, the mayor has al-

ways taken upon himfelf that office. A Mr.

Hawkes, an ingenious attorney of this place, chofe

to revive, in his own perfon, the office of por-

treve at the laft general eleftion, which had lain

dormant for 167 years, and in that capacity to

take the poll, and made a return to parliament

of John William Anderfon, efq. and John

Townfon, efq. as being duly elefted to reprefent

the borough. The portreve had formerly been

chofen by the homage of a court-leet of the

lord of the manor, at Michaelmas in every year

;

but the charter giving the corporation a power

to make bye-laws, it was cautioufly and cunningly

provided, by one of the firft aQs of the corpora-

tion, that the mayor for the time being jfhould be

prefented to the homage, to be chofen portreve

alfo for the year of his mayoralty. Thus were

the



OAK HAMPTON. I49

the feudal and corporate offices united in one

perfon. Thejundlion of the offices, took place

in 1623, and has continued with but one excep-

tion ever lince. Mr. Hawkes was duly chofen

by the homage, at the Michaelmas coun-leet of

1789, and appeared to have a very ftrong claim

to exercife the powers of returning officer. The

mayor alfo chofe to a8: the fame part with Mr.

Hawkes the portreve : he took a poll, admitted

votes which Mr. Hawkes rejedled, and rejefted

votes which Mr. Hawkes admitted, and con-

cluded by returning Colonel St. Leger, and Ro-

bert Ladbroke, efq. to parliament. By this laft.

return, the numbers were dated to be, for

Colonel St. Leger — i68

Mr. Ladbroke — 167

Mr. Townfon ^-^ 69

Mr. Anderfon •— 68

Although, by the return of Mr. Hawkes, Town-

fon appeared to have 102, and Anderfon loi,

and St. Leger and Ladbroke to be in a minority

with both.

A DOUBLE RETURN.

This double return came to a hearing before

a committee of the houfe of commons, on Friday

L 3 tht
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the 4th of February, 1791 ; when the queftion

at iflue, between Thomas Bridgman LuxmorCj^

the mayor, and John Hawkes^ the portreve, as

to the right of exercifing the powers of return-

ing officer, came firft to be argued. The com^.

mit tee, after hearing the evidence, determined,

Firft—" That the portreve is not the proper

^^ returning officer for the borough of Okc-.

** hampton.'*

Secondly— -^ That the mayor is the proper re-

*^ turning officer.'*

By this dicifion, St. I.cger and Ladbroke be-,

came the fitting members, and Townfon and An-

derfon became the petitioners.

The counfei for the petitioners then proceeded

to give their clients a majority, by objeding to

four votes which the mayor had admitted for the

fitting members, w^ho were bad votes, and feventy

two others, who had freeholds conveyed to them

by the Duke of Bedford, Earl Spencer, and a Mr.

Harris, for no equitable conflderation, only a few

weeks before the elecflion ; and the conveyances

were made toperfons colled:ed from every quarteir

of the kingdom. It appeared in evidence that

/^/rA'-c/Wifofthofe grants were made by Earl Spen-

cer, tweniy^om by the Duke of Bedford and Mr.

Palmer^,



OAKHAMPTON. jCi

palmer, and the remainder by other gentlemen in

the intereft of the above noblemen. After hear-

ing arguments of counfel pro and con. and fcveral

evidences, whpfe examination laded feveral days,

the committee determined on each of thefcvcnty-

tvvo votes fo munufadlurcd ; and their opinion

was, that every one of them was had.

The counfel for Townfend and Anderfon then

proceeded to adduce evidence againfl the other

voters, to whom they objected.

Thefe were four, viz. Robins, Lethbridge,

Henley, and Ford. The firft w^as objcdted to on

thefcore of infanity; but the counfel failing in

their proof he was declared good.

The fecond was objeBed to as a dillributor of

(lamps, and of courfe difqualified by Mr. Crewe's

bill ; but it appearing that he was appointed by

the diflributor of {lamps for the county, and not

by government, he was adjudged good.

The third was objeiSled to on the fame ground,

he being employed in the colledlion of the excife:

but it appearing that he had been difcharged by

the board for more than five years,, and that he

was only employed occafionally by the collecflor

of the diftridl, during the abfence or ficknefs of

other excife officers, for which he received at the

L 4
rate
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rate of ^f.40 per annum, by the colledlor, to be

afterwards allowed by the board at their difcretion,

he was declared good.*

The fourth was objedledto, as not having been

adniitted to his freedom until after the eledlion.

He was entitled to his freedom, by birth ; but not

arriving at Oakhampton until the Sunday before

the eledion, which happened the next day, the

mayor not being bound to hold a court on Sunday,

and there not being time on the Monday morning,

the vote was deemed good.

Two other votes were added to the poll of the

petitioners,

* A fimilar dccifion took place in the court of King's Bench,

laft Michaelmas term. Two aftions were brought by one Evans,

a hair dreffer, of Brighthclmftone :—one againft Richard Stevens,

the other againft John Ockenden, eleftors of Seaford, for the

penalties of iT.ioo each, under Mr, Crew's bill ; the faid Stevens

and Ockenden having been employed within the laft year, pre-

vious to the eleftion at which they gave their votes, in the capacity

of what is termed hop-afliftants, to colleft and manage the receipt

of the duty on hops, during that feafon in which hops are gather-

ed. The caufes were tried at the laft fummer afTizes for the coun-

ty of Suffex, when the jury found fpecial verdidls in each caufe,

fubjeft to the decifion of the court of King's Bench, in which

the aftions were brought. The court determined that they

did not come under the defcription of revenue-ofiiccrs, and, pf

courfe, judgment went for the defendants.
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petitioners, and fome rejedled, as was the for-

tune of the fitting members : at length the com-

mittee having finifhed the evidence, thereappeared

a majority of two votes for St. Leger, and one for

Ladbrokc, who were thereupon declared to be duljr

cledled.

So little do the rights of eledlion feem to have

been underflood, until very lately, in this coun-

try, that, at an eledion for this borough in 1660,

the freeholders, who firfl afierted their right to

vote, aflembled in a tumultuous manner to oppofe

the mayor, and made a return of one member only^

contrary to every idea of right ; for they muft have

been entitled to the eledlion of two members, or

none. However, the houfe recognized their right

the enfuing year, and they have continued to ex- •

crcife it ever fince.

Ancient Representation.—This is an an-

cient borough and barony ; and we find in doomf-

day-book, that there were then four burgefles and

a market. This town was again raifed to a bo-

rough, according to the modern acceptation ofthe

word, by James I. In 1648 it was again admitted

to fend members to parliament, as it had formerly

done in the reigns ofEdward I. and II,

3 Corporation
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Corporation—-confifts of eight principal

burgeffes, from whom the mayor is annually

chofen; and as many affiftants, from whom the

principal burgeffes are eledled.

Right OF Election.—Feb, 24, 17 10, Rcfolved^

*^ That the right of elefting members to

" ferve in parliament, for the borough of

" Oakhampton, in the county of Devon,

** is in the freeholders, and freeman being

" made free according to the charter and

" bye-laws of the faid borough,'*

Number OF Voters— 182.

Returning OFFicER-*,-the mayor, who ha$

great influence at eleftions.

Patrons—Duke of Bedford and Earl Speneer-

BEREALSTON.

Political Character.— This being a bur-

gage-tenure borough, and the property of the

Earl of Beverly, to whom it was bequeathed by the

will of his father, the late Duke of Northum-

berland, its reprefentation depends upon the will

of that nobleman.

Ancient Representation.— Although this

town is an ancient borough by prefcription, the

5 ^^g^^
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right of fending tnembefs ws not teftored to

them until 27 Eliz.

Corporation.—-None. It is however govern

ned by a portreve, cliofen annually at the lord's

court.

Right of Election—is in thofe who have

land in the borough', and pay three-pence ac-

knowledgement to the lord. The whole number

of houfes, or rather cottages, for they are all of

the meaneft and moft miferable defcription, do

not exceed forty.

I. 26 Mar. 1729. Refolvedy nemine contra^

dicentCy " That the right of. eledion of bur-

*' geffes to ferve in parliament for the bo-

" rough of Berealfton, in the county of De-

" von, is in the freehold tenants of the faid

" borough, holding by bargage-tenure, and

** paying three-pence per annum, or more,

" ancient burgage-rent, to the lord of the

** faid borough, and in them only.'*

11- " The houfe being acquainted, that an in-

" denture ofreturn, figned by the freehold

** tenants of the faid borough, had been ten-

** dered to the portreve of the faid borough,

^* at the time of the eledlion, but that he

^' refufedto accept the fame; and that one

** of
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" of the perfons who had figned and ten-

" deredthefaid indenture to the portrevc,

•* was at the door

;

The faid perfon was called in and examined,

and delivered the faid indenture in to the clerk

of the houfe ; and the fame was read at the

table.

And the clerk of the crown attending the

houfe in his place, according to order, with the

return for the faid borough;

Ordered, " That the clerk of the crown do

*' take off from the writ the indenture by

*' which Philip Cavendifh, efq. is returned

** to fcrve for the faid borough.*'

3. Ordered, " That the portreve of the faid

** borough of Berealfton do execute the in-

" denture of return, figned by the freehold

*' tenants of the faid borough, which was

** tendered to him at the time of the elec-

" tion ; and that, when the faid indenture is

" fo executed, the clerk of the crown do

" receive the fame, and annex it to the writ

** direfting the faid eledlion."

Number of Electors-—Depend entirely upon

the will of the lord, who, by granting burgage-

tenures, which are ufually refigned, in this and

all
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all Other fimilar boroughs, to their legal owners,

immediately after the ele8.ion is concluded. The

number therefore of voters may be faid to be

efficiently but one, akhough the burgage tenures

have fometimes amounted to loo.

Returning Officer—The lords portrevc.

Proprietoh—Earl of Beverly.

POLITICAL ANECDOTE.

The following anecdote is worth relating, ia

the hiftory of this borough :—The Earl of Mor-

nington was one of the members returned for this

borough at the general ele6lion in 1784, in the

time of the late Duke of Northumberland ; and

his lordfliip vacating his feat in December

1786, by being appointed a lord of the trea-

fury, the Earl of Beverley, who had then fuc-

ceededhis father in. this eftate, had taken offence

at fome condu8: in the prefent adminiftration,

and therefore refufed the treafury-agent his re-

election.

ANOTHER.

At the eleQion for this borough, A. D. 1721,

Eliot, a commifTioner of excife, had taken upon

himfelf
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bimfelf to be the returning officer, contrary to

law, which forbids any perfon belonging to the

cxcife to meddle with cledtions. A motion made

to addrefs the king, was, by this virtuous par-

liament, fet afidc, by moving the previous

queftion.

PLYMOUTH.

Political Character This town, which

is as large and populous as the city of Exeter,

affords a moft convincing proof of that want of

reform in our reprefentative fyftem, which has

been the obje8: of our greateft men and beft pa-

triots, and which it is the defign of this publica-

tion to promote.

This is one of the places termed Admiralty

boroughs, from that board taking upon itfelf the

nomination of the members. It is generally

reprefented by a lord of the admiralty, and an

admiral or captain of the navy: and the admi-

ralty always difplay the eftimation which this

place, Portfmouth, or Chatham, hold in their

favour, by the good behaviour of the refpeOiive

corporations, asthefhips are ufually paid off at

that port which manifefts the moil political fub-

miffion
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miffion. Rochefter, the politics of which form

the barometer of court-favour for Chatham,

experiences but half the civility it might other-

wife expe(5t, from Mr. Bed, one of their mem-

bers, being in oppofition ; and Portfmouth is

deemed incorrigible, from having both in that

predicament.

Ancient Representation.—This borough,

anciently known by the name of Sutton, having

fent, 26 or 33 Edward I. the 4th and 7th Ed-

ward II. and to a council, 14 Edward III. inter-

mitted returning until 20 Henry IV. who incor-

porated it in the 18th year of his reign.

Corporation—confifts of a mayor, recorder^

twelve aldermen, and fofty-eight common-coun-

cilmen.

Right OF Election—Of members to repre-

fent twenty thoufand inhabitants, who are calcu-

lated to be in this town, is inverted in a felf-

created corporation: but the right in this place,

as in all others, was originally in the people at

large, until the ingenuity of power defined com-

monalty to mean corporation, populacy to mean

tax-payers, and, by a fyftem of political logic,

proved a part to be the whole.

Jan, ^5, 1639. '^^^ (landing order, made

16 Jan.
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16 Jan. 1735, for reflraining counfel from offer-

ing evidence touching the legaHtyof votes con-

trary to the laft determination of the houfe of

commons, was read

;

?And the laft determination of the houfe con-

cerning the right of eleding burgefles to fervc

in parliament for the faid borough, made the 9th

of June 1660, which was then refolved to be in

the mayor and commonalty of the faid borough,

was alfo read.

Then the counfel for the petitioner were heard,

and infifted, that the word commonalty^ in the

faid laft determination, extended only to the

freemen of the faid borough, exclufivc of the

freeholders thereof.

Which being denied by the counfel for the

fitting member, who infifted that the faid word

commonalty includes the freeholders of the faid

borough

;

Many pieces of evidence were given on each

fide (which are ftated in the votes of this day,

and on the day next hereafter-mentioned) con-

fifting chiefly of charters, indentures of return,

a parliament-roll, and witnefles to prove the

ufage.

Dec. 14, 1739. I. Ordered^ " That the com-

" miffioner.



fLYMO UTH. l6l

" miffioner, and clerk of the checque, of his

" Majefty's dock-yard near the borough of

" Plynmouth, do permit John Rogers, efq.

" (againft v/hom a petition is depending

" before the houfe, touching the laft elec-

** tion^ of a member to ferve in parliament

" for the faid borough) or his agents, to

•• infpetl: and take minutes of the mufler-

** rolls and books, wherein are contained

^* the time of entry and difcharge of all

" ftiipwrights, labourers, and other artificers

" belonging to the faid dock."

2. Ordered, " That the agent, vi(fluallcr, .and

" clerk of the checque, of his majefty's vic-

" tualling-office at Plymouth, do permit

" John Rogers, efq. (againft whom, &c.)

** or his agents, to infpe6l and take minutes

" of the mufter-rolls and books, wherein

•* are contained the time of the entry and

" difcharge of all perfons employed in the

« faid office/*

Jan. 17, 1639. ^^ '^^'^•^ refolved, " That in the

" laft determination of this houfe, of the

** right of eleQion of members to ferve in

" parliament for the borough of Plymouth,

" in the county of Devon, made the 9th of

Vol, I, M ** June,
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" June, 1660, which is as follows :
—" That

" the mayor and commonahy of Plymouth

" have a right to cleft members to ferve in

" parliament for that borough"—it appears

" to this houfe, that the word commonalty

" therein mentioned extended to the free-

" men only of the faid borough."

The fitting member acquainted the houfe, that

the word commonaltyy mentioned in the laft de-

termination of this houfe, of the right of eleftion

of members to ferve in parliament for 'the bo-

rough of Plymouthyhting declared by this houfe

to extend to the freemen only of the borough, he

would not give the houfe any farther trouble

;

and then withdrew.

And the queftion being put, that John Rogers,

efq. is duly eledled a burgefs to ferve in this pre-

fent parliament for the borough of Plymouth, in

the county of Devon ;

It pafTed in the negative.

Refolvedy " That Charles Vanbrugh, efq. is

" duly eledled,'* &c.

Number OF Voters—i6o.

Returninq Officer—The mayor.

Patron—the admiralty.

1 TOTNESS.
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TOTNESS.

Political Character.—Here exifts an he-

reditary claim to a burgefsfhip, which we men-

tion on account of its fingularity. The Earl oF

Mount Edgcumbe exercifesthe corporate powers

of a burgefs, in right of his anceftor, Richard

Edgcumbe, efq. who, in the fecond year of

Queen Elizabeth, conveyed the manor of the

borcmgh of Totnefs to the corporation, on a

referved rent of twenty«one pounds per annum,

payable to the owner of the caftle, referving with

this alienation the right of a burgefsfhip to his

heirs for ever.

The influence had been for many years in the

family of the Duke of Bolton ; but it is now

partly pofleffed by Mr. Juftice BuUer, whofe an-

ceftor reprefented the borough at the Revolu-

tion.

Ancient Representation.—This borough

fent to parliament as early as 23 Edward I.

Corporation.—This town was incorporated

by charter of Elizabeth. It is governed by a

mayor, recorder, 13 capital members or affiltants,

two counfellors, and 20 burgefles.

M 2 Right
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Right of Election.—Although this town is

far Icfs populous than Plymouth, yet, like that

place, the right offending members to parliament

is in the corporation.

Mar. 4, 1695. Refolved, " That the perfons

" made free by the late King James's char-

** ter, to the borough of Totnefs (in com.

" Devon) have no right to vote in ele£ling

" members to ferve in parliament for the

" faid borough, by virtue of fuch free-

« dom.*'

Refolved, " That the right of elefting burgeffes

*' to ferve in parliament for the faid bo-

" rough of Totnefs, is in the freemen not

** inhabiting, as well as in the freemen in-

•* habiting, within the faid borough of Tot-

" nefs.'*

Refolved, " That Sir Richard Gipfs, having

'* prefented to the houfe a frivolous, vexa-

** tious, and groundlefs petition, relating to

" the eledlion of members to ferve in par-

** liament for the faid borough of Totnefs,

" be taken into cuftody of the ferjeant at

*' arms."

Refolved, " That Sir Richard Gipps do make

*• fatisfadion to the members of this houfe,

« SLS
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** as petitioned againft, for the cofts and ex-

" pences they have been put unto, by reafon

'^ of fuch petition.'*

Number of Voters—34.

Returning Officer—-themayor.

Patrons—Duke of Bolton, and Sir Francis

Buller, Bart,

PLYMTON.

Political Character.—This is a fmall

town, confiding of about 2©o ordinary houfes,

forming two irregular ftreets, in th? forn^ of a

Roman T. The chief influence being in the Earl

of Mount Edgecumbe, this borough may be faid

to be under the ariftocratical controul which has

fubverted that freedom of eledlion, containing

the effentials of liberty.

Ancient Representation.—This borough

fent, like Barnftaple, members to parliament as

^arly as 23 Edward I,

Corporation—It was made a mayor-townby

John. The corporation confiftsof a mayor and

eight aldermen, or principal burgefles, who are

called common council, and an indefinite number

pf freemen. It was incorporated, according tp

M 3 l^r.
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Dr. Brady, by Baldwin de Redvers, earl of De-

vonfhire, in the thirteenth year of Edward III.

whofe charter was afterwards confirmed by Ed*

ward III. Richard II. Henry V. and Henry VI.

The fyftem ofmodelling the charters, exercifed

in the arbitrary reigns of Charles II. and James

IL was praclifed in this borough : but the char-

ter of James II. was, at the Revolution, voted

deftrudlive of the conftitution and government

;

and the freemen claiming under the former char-

ters, were re-admitted to their franchife.

Right Of Election—is in the mayor, bailiffs,

and freemen of the faid borough, and in the

fons of freemen, who, although they have a right

to demand their freedom, have been refufed the

fame.

NuiMBER OF Voters—44.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron—Earl of Mount Edgcumbe.

TAVISTOCK.

Political Character.—This borough was

formerly the feat of Orgar, earl of DevonIh ire,

whofe fon, Ordulf, built an abbey here ariw

961; the revenues of which ^vere valued, 26 of

Henry
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Henry VIII. at £, 902 5s. yd. per annum. At

the difTolution of the abbeys, 1539, the thirty-

firll of Henry VIII. that king, by letters patent,

dated July 4, gave John LordRufTell, afterwards

created earl of Bedford, the file of this monajlery,

with the horough and town of Tavijlocky and buv'

gage thereofy with the re6lory and advowfon of the

vicarage ; in which family it has ever (ince con-

tinued : and it is now polTefTed by the prefent

Duke of Bedford.

Ancient Representation—was exercifedas

early as 23 and 33 Edward I. and 19 Edward II.

It then intermitted until 4 Edward III. from

which tinie it has conftantly fent to parliament.

Corporation—none. For this borough was

never incorporated, although it has fent menibers

to parliament ever fince 4 Edward III.

Right OF Election.—The right of eleftion

is vefted in the freeholders, who, at the laft poll

taken, were one hundred and ten in number.

Thofe freeholds however being the property of the

Duke of Bedford, there cannot befaid to be more

than gne aftual eledlor.

Here is an inftance of a very large and popu-

lous town, whofe reprefentatives are chofen, not

by a hundred and fixty felf-eled:ed corporators,

M 4 like
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like Plymouth, or by twenty-four, which is the

cafe at Tiverton, but by one hundred and ten

freeholders, who hold thofe freeholds under the

conveyance of an individual, for the purpofe of

making an eleQion of two reprefentatives.

Number of Voters— iio.

Returning Officer—the portreve, annually

chofen at the lord's court by twenty-four free-

holders, appointed by the fteward for that pur-

pofe.

Proprietor—Duke of Bedford,

BARNSTAPLE.

Political Character This borough ap-

pears, like Oakhampton, to have been partly

feudal, and partly corporate, in its conftitution ;

and there have been anciently many attempts of

the inhabitants to obtain charters of the kings

to exonerate them from the jurifdiftion of their

lord.

Befide the mayor, two aldermen, and twenty-

two common-council, conftituted by the feveral

charters, there are near two hundred and fifty

co7nmon burgej/es, who affume that right by pre-

fcription; which they carry as far back as king

Athelflone,
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Athelftone, when the term burgefs implied the

inhabitant of a tything or borough ; and the

rights of which they ftill exercife, independent of

either of the above charters.

To thcfe partial remains of its original cha-

racter the borough perhaps owes its prefent inde-

pendence ; for it docs not, as we can underftand,

acknowledge the influence of a patron.

Ancient Representation.—This, which

was a borough before theconqueft, fent members

on the firft fummons, aj Edward L
Corporation.—It appears to have been firll

incorporated by Henry I. and King John gave

it a mayor and two bailiffs. Queen Mary added

two aldermen and a common council of twenty-

two ; and James I. ratified and confirmed all

thefe privileges in the eighth year of his reign.

The manor of Barnftaple has defcended through

a number of families, from the firft grant of it, by

the Conqueror, to Judhael de Totnais, to the

prefent time ; but, as nothing fufficiently re-

markable to attradl the notice of our readers oc-

curs in the hiftory, we omit detailing the par-

ticulars.

Right of Election—is in the corporation,

confifting of a mayor, two aldermen, and twenty-

two
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two common council, and in the common bur-

gefles.

Number of Voters—450.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron—wowe.

An attempt was made, at the laft eledtion, to

introduce a member on the intereft of Mr. Rolle,

the reprefentative for the county ; but it did not

fucceed ; the numbers upon the poll being, for

John Cleveland, efq. 162

William Devaynes, efq. 160

Richard Wilfon, efq. 92

A petition was prefented to the houfe of com-

mons, by Mr. Wilfon, againft the return of the

other two ; and, upon the hearing, fome flrong

proofs of bribery were produced, and fupported

by eleven witnefles : the committee, however, fo

far from giving any degree of credit to them,

voted the petition frivolous and vexatious. Mr.

Wilfon complained heavily of the decifion in the

public papers ; butwe have (ince heard no more

of the conteft.

HONITON.
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HONITON.

Political Character.—This is a borough

by prefcription. Having negle6led its right

from about the latter part of Edward the Firft's

reign, it was not reftored to its legiflative pri-

veleges until William Pole, efq. by his ftrenuou$

efforts, regained the right, 16 Charles 1. 1640.

Sir George Yonge has an hereditary family

intereft, in confequence of having confiderable

property iii the parifti and its neighbourhood.

This intereft began ever fince the town was re-

ftored to its privileges in 1640, when his an-

ceftor, Walter Yonge, efq. was eleQed. The

family have, almoft without intermifTion, fuc-

ceffively been returned for this borough. This

natural affeftion of the people, the confiflency

of principles, and the general conduB of the

YongeSy have confirmed : for the prefent Sir

George Yonge has the intereft of about fix parts

in feven of the voters in his favour.

The other member is generally a ftranger,

who is fought out by individuals, properly de-

nominated borough-mongers, who poffes a perfeft

knowledge ofthe lower claffes, whom, by various

arts^ they retain in attachment to them. Pre-

vious
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vious to a vacancy, thefe dealers in corruption

endeavour to find a candidate fuited to their pur-

pofe^ as rich and unexceptionable as poJTible,

yrho depofiting a certain fum of money, is

certain of having every art and effort exerted in

his favour. Thus bribery commences and con-

tinues in proportion to the aftivity of the agents

of a third candidate,

BRIBING THE VOTERS.

The mode purfued, is that of giving each

voter from five to fifty guineas, according to the

emergency of the contell; and their wives, mear,

clothes, &c. and alfo by opening inns, for which

purpofe a confiderable number are permitted' to

cxift. The number of votes influenced by thefe

or other private confiderations, are nineteen out

of twenty. The fum neceffary to purchafe a feat

may vary from ^f.2000 to £. 8000.

Lord Courteney is lord of the manor, and

cxercifes the right of appointing (by a diredled

'uryjthe officers of portreve and bailiff annually.

What intereft he has, is conferred on Sir George

Yonge, bart. Thefe offices confer no dignity^

nor,
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nor are attended with any confiderable emolu-

ment.

Ancient Representation — appears, as

above, to have been as early as 28 Edward I.

It likewife fent to parUament 4 Edward II. it

then intermitted fending until the right was re-

ftored to the borough ; when Cockermouth, Oak-

hampton, &c. were admitted to the fame revival

ofprivilege, 1640.

Corporation—none; it being governed by a

portreve, who is annually chofen as above, at the

court of the lord of the manor.

Right of Elect ioN-*-was in thofe paying

fcot and lot, and houfekeepers, pot-wallers, not

receiving alms : the right of the latter was exer-

cifed and conferred in confequence of a petition

againft Walter Yonge, efq. 1701; but, upon a

fpecial return of Sir William Drake, bart. Sir

Walter Yonge, bart. anc( James Sheppard, efq.

the portreve referred the matter to the houfe,

where, after difcuffing both fides, a great ma-

jority,

Fe^. 3, 1710, Refolved—" That the right of

" elefting members to ferve in parliament

" for the borough of Honiton, in the county

^ of
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" of Devon, is in the inhabitants of the faid

*^ borough, paying fcot and lot only/'

But, fourteen years after, the right of voting

was again allowed to the pot-wallers, by the fol-

lowing determination

:

Dec, 1 8, 1^24., Rejohed,—" That the right of

" eleftion of burgefies to ferve in parlia-

" ment for the borough of Honiton, in the

** county of Devon, is in the inhabitants,

" houfekeepers, within the faid borough,

" called Pot-wallers, not receiving alms of

" the parifli/'

Number of Voters—-350. The number of

houfes out of the borough are only twelve.

Returning Officer-—the portreve.

Patron—Sir George Yonge, bart.

DORSETSHIRE.

Political Character.—Lord Rivers is un-

derflood to poffefs the firft ariftocratical intereft

in this county. His lordfhip reprefented it until

he became a peer, in 1776: he was then fuc-

ceeded by his fon the hon. George Pitt. This

gentleman
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gentleman declined, in 1790, to his relation Wil-

liam Morton Pitt, efq. who is one of its preient

reprefentatives. The Earls of Ilchefter, Dorchef-

ter, Shaftfbury, and Digby, and other noblemen

and gentlemen, have conliderable interefl, as

muft be the cafe in every county, but that of

Lord Rivers preponderates;. and fuch as are in

the court intereft are, of courfe, underllood to

unite with him.

Bribery, perjury, and the horrid train of evils

that are fo common in the rotten boroughs, are

precluded, by the extent ofnumbers, from intro-

ducing themfelves into the conftituent body of a

county; but influence muft prevail, until the right

is changed from property to perfons, or the fuf-

fragesofthe freeholders be taken by ballot, and

the opulent noblemen and gentlemen thus ren-

dered incapable of diftinguifhing the dependent

elecflor from him who exercifes this firft right

of a freeman, agreeably to the didlates of his

mind.

DORCHESTER.

Political Character.— Almoft one half

of the houfes and other ratable property in this

town
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town belongs to the Earl of Shaftesbury, who

conveys them by freehold leafes to his friends afnd

dependents for the purpofeof making votes at

the eleftion. One of thefe truft-holders claimed

and adually exercifed, the right of voting for a

piece of land lying near St. Peter's church, on

which a little fhop anciently ftood, but which

now makes part of the public road, and is covered

with pavement ; many other fmall pieces of land,

which are entirely Wafte, and covered with

rubbifh and weeds, have the right of fuffrage

annexed to them, and are juflly confidered to be

the mofl valuable voting property which the

Earl of Shaftesbury poffefies at Dorchefter;

becaufe they admit of no inhabitant to give his

fuffrage for his perfonal effeBs, who might be able

to balance the vote of the noble Earl's feoffee

in truft. By means of this property, the Earl of

ShaftefburyeleQsone member, who is his repre-

fentativein the Houfe ofCommons, becaufe, as he

is chofen by means of the Earl's property and by

hisdire6lion,he cannot, by any forced conftru6lion

"whatever, be faid to be the reprefentative of the

inhabitants of Dorchefter, or of any part of the

people of England. As a very confiderable part

of
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of the Houfe of Commons is of this defcriptiorii

the opinion of thofe who affert, that, in the Eng-

lifh Government, the monarchical^ ariftocratical,

and democratical powers are juftly balanced, is

certainly fallacious; for if that opinion was truci

the nobles could have no fliare in the ele6lions of

the members of the Houfe of Commons.

The Earl of Dorchefter, who is a native of

this town, is pofTefTed of 30 or 40 houfes ; but

this property will not infure the eledion of the

other reprefentative, unlefs he calls in tojiis

afliftance the property of his fteward and ageint,

Mr. Robert Strickland, who holds an equal

number of houfes with his lordfhip. Indeed, at

the lafl eledion, the eldeft fon of the Earl

of Dorchefler, being in a different intereft from

his father, refufed to employ the influence arifing

from his father's property, andfolicitedthe fuffra-

ges of theperfonal voters only ; ofthefehe obtain-

ed nearly two thirds, and was in confequence

returned by the mayor: But a committee of the

Houfe of Commons was of opinion, that a de-

cided majority of the inhabitants did not entitle

him to a feat for Dorchefler.

Mr. Fane, the prefent member, was chofen by

the independent intereft, but it is very doubtful

Vol, L N whether
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whether that interefl will be ftrong enough to fc-

cure him a feat in the next parliament, efpecially

if a reconciliation fhould take place between the

Earl of Dorchefter and his fon, and a junftion

fhould be formed between him and the Earl of

Shaftefbury. In this event, the two members of

the Houfe of Commons will be chofen by two

members of the Houfe of Lords.

Ancient Representation This town has

(ent members to parliament ever fince 23 Ed-

ward I.

Corporation—confifts of a mayor, a recor-

der, two bailiffs, fix aldermen, fix capital bur-

geffes, and twenty-four common-councilmen,

who are to take care of the liberties and trade of

the town. This charter was granted them by

Charles I. in the 5th year of his reign.

In this town the affizes are kept as well as the

quarter-fefiions, and the knights of the fhire are

chofen at Dorchefter.

Right op Election—Mar. it, 172a Re^

folved, "That the right of eie£ling bur-

** gefles to ferve in parliament for the bo-

" rough of Dorchefter in the county of
" Dorfet, is in the inhabitants of the faid

• borough paying to church and poor, in

3 " rcfpea
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" refpedl of their perfonal eftates, and in

" fuch perfons as pay to church and poor,

" in refpe6t of their real eftates within the

" borough.**

And Thomas Pitman, the mayor, was ordered

into cuftody for illegal and arbitrary prad:ices at

the eleftion.

May 17, 1720. Refo/ved, " That that part of

" the parifh called the Holy Trinity^ alias

*^ Dorchejier Trim'tatis, which was formerly

" the parifh of Frooma Whitfield, is no

" part of Dorchefter in the county of Dor-

" fet.'*

Refolved, " That the tithing of Collington-

" row, within the parifh of the Holy Trinity^

** alias Dorchejier Trinitaiis^ is no part of

" the borough of Dorchejier in the county

" oiDorfcL'*

Fek, 22, 1775. Refolvid, by the Committer,

" That, purfuant to the laft determination,

" fuch perfons as pay to church and poor,

" in refpeft of their real eftates within the

" faid borough, though not inhabitants or

" occupiers, were entitled to vote."

Jpril 14, 1791. Re/olved, " That, purfuant

N 2 "to
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«* to the laft determination of the Houfe of

'* Commons, the right of eledling burgeffes

" to ferve in parliament for the borough of

" Dorchefter in the county of Dorfet, is

" in the inhabitants of the faid borough

" paying to church and poor, in refpeftof

" their perfonal eftates, and in fuch perfons

" as pay to church and poor in refpeft to

*' their real eftates within the faid borough^

" although not inhabitants or occupiers, and

" although their names do not appear upon

" the poor*s rate.*'

But this right of eledlion may be faid to be

pregnant with the greateft political inconve-

niences: for a perfon poffefling the fee fimple

of a houfe and offices may, by letting his houfe

to one, his garden to a fecond, his coach-houfe

to a third, and his ftable to a fourth, qualify

as many voters, and that without regard to refi-

dence, or his name ever appearing upon the

poor's rate. We Ihbuld, therefore, be happy

to be informed, by what criterion the returning

officer is to judge of what votes he fhould admit

or refufe : or, indeed, upon the view here taken

of the inconfiftent principles and extraordinary

determinations
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determinations of the right of voting, which

this fcene of borough ele8ion affords, on what

fyftem or fecurity of right can this country de-

pend for a pure, free, equal, and adequate repre-

fentation ?

Number of Voters—200.

Returning Officer the mayor. '
•

Patrons—The Earl of Shaftefbury, and Earl

of Dorchefter.

LYME-REGIS.

In Camden's time, this was a fmall inconfider-

able place, inhabited by fifhermen ; but towards

the clofe of the laft century it was much im-

proved, and was a conliderable port, frequented

by wealthy merchants. At prefent, it has little

or no trade, and is only reforted to by flrangers

in the fummer feafon, for the purpofe of fea-

bathing.

Political Character.—This may be deemed

one of thofe many dependent boroughs, which is

wholly under the controul of an individual r the

!Earl of Weftmoreland and his anceftors having

had the entire influence in the corporation for the

laft century.

N3 The



The Corporation at prefent confifts of the

following perfons

:

1. John, Earl of Weflmoreland> proprietor of

the borough.

2. Hon. Henry Fane, uncle of the Earl of

Wellmoreland, and one of his reprefentatives in

the Houfe of Commons.

3. Hon. Thomas Fane, brother of the Earl of

Weftmoreland, and his other reprefentative in

the Houfe of Commons, (Pro curia in verfique

mores
!)

4. John Fane, efq. of Wormley, in Oxford-

fhire, a relation of the Earl of Weftmoreland.

5. Francis Fane, efq. of Ogdon, in Effex, an-

other relation, and brother of the preceding gen*.

tlcman.

6. Edward Buckley Batfon, banker, in Lon-

don, and father-in-law of Mr. Henry Fane.

'y. Charles Blair, efq. a Weft Indian gentle*

man, now refiding at Whatcombe, in Dorfetftiire,

§5 miles from Lyme, who married the aunt ofthe

prefent Earl of Weftmoreland,

8. David Robert Mitchel, efq. of Dewlifh,

Dorfetihire, a relation of the wife of Mr. Henry

Fane.

9. Sir William Lowthcr, of Cumberland, who

married
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married the fifter, or fome other relation, of the

Earl of Wcftmoreland.

10. John Code, of or near South Molton,

Devon.

11. Robert Clarke, of Lyme-Regis, merchant,

the only perfon in the corporation that can be

confidered to be duly qualified, in all refpe^ls, to

exercife the right of voting, in the choice ofmem-

bers of parliament for this borough.

12. John Warren, coUedlor of the cuftoms,

in the port of Lyme.

13. Jofeph Wallis, deputy comptroller of

the port of Lyme.

14. William Peterfon, furveyor of the port of

Lyme, alfo fupervifor and colledlor's clerk.

Thefe laft three perfons were appointed to their

r€fpeQ:ive pofts by the Earl of Wcftmoreland,

and may be depended on in all eleQion contefts;

for if they fhould prove refradlory, they would

immediately b^ deprived of their employments

:

But the chief reafon why thefe three perfons were

admitted into the corporation, is becaufe there is

a court of huftings held in the borough every

Monday, where the prefence of three capital bur-

geffes is necelTary, and none of the other mem-

bers, except Mr. Clarke, could attend, on ac-

N 4 count
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count of their diftance from the borough, where

they are to aft as magiftrates. Every fecond

year the mayor is non refident, and then one of

thefe gentlemen is his deputy.
,

The freemen are 42 in number, 1 1 only of

which are inhabitants of Lyme, and of thofe 1 1,

two are land waiters or tide waiters, and two

others ferjeants at mace, under the direftion of

the mayor for the time being. The other 31

are difperfed from the Tweed to the Land's End,

and particularly in London, where about one third

of them refides ; fo that if a conteft was poffible,

the candidate muft canvafs his votes in every

port of England, and it will be fortunate for him

if he is not obliged to crofs over to Ireland, to

folicit the fuffrage of one of the freemen, who

has very lately been eleBed bifhop of Cork. For

the honour of religion, it is to be hoped, that

the Reverend Prelate, as he has now a feat in the

Irifh Houfe of Lords, will not interfere in the

eleftions of Englifli Commoners, efpecially when

he confiders that his only claim to the freedom of

Lyme, arofe from the circumftance of his being

the Earl of Weftmoreland's tutor at the Univer-

fityof Cambridge.

Right of Election.—In the reign of Queen

Mary 5
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Mary, and in moft of the eledtions during the

reign of Queen Elizabeth, the returns to parlia-

ment, were made by the mayor and burgeffes,

with all the inhabitants and commonalty, which

was the original conftitution of all the ancient

boroughs in the kingdom. After this period,

the inhabitants at large were deprived of their

right, and the eleBions were made by the free-

men and freeholders only; but thefe two orders

of men were required to be refidents. In the

reign of Charles I. the freeholders alfo feem to

have been excluded, and the reprefentatives feem

to have been chofen by the corporation and free-

men only. During the protectorate of Cromwell,

the inhabitants at large were again reflored to

their ancient right, but have never been admit-

ted (ince, fo that in the general reprefentation they

have been confidered, to all intents and purpofes,

as aliens and ftrangers, unworthy the privileges

of Englifhmen. The conteft then commenced

between the freemen and freeholders. Durins:

the arbitrary reigns of Charles the lid. and his

brother James, the freemen, who being few in

number, were more fubjeQ to controul than their

more numerous opponents, almoft invariably pre-

vailed, as they had always the favour of the court:

But
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But in the glorious reign of our immortal deli-

verer, king William, whofe name ought always

to be dear to Englifhmen, the freeholders were

again admitted in conjun6lion with the freemen,

and continued to give their fuffrages during the

whole of the reign of Queen Anne, and part of

that of George the Ift. The time at length ar-

rived, when they too were for ever excluded, as

their brethren, the inhabitants at large, had been

before; for in the year 1727, the election was

made by the capital burgeffes and freemen only;

but almoft the whole of thefe were at the time in-

habitants of the borough. Foreign freemen

were afterwards introduced; and, as foon as the

Fane family had eftablifhed a footing, they begap

to out-number the inhabitant freemen; and as

the borough was more and more monopolized,

they became, as we have obferved before, almoft

the whole conftituent body of the corporation ; for

ifthe inhabitants had been ftill admitted freemen,

in confiderablenumberSjthey might not have been

fo eafily commanded as the relations and depen-

dents of the noble Earl, who at prefent direfts

who Ihall be the reprefentatives of what is falfely

called the Borough of Ly7ne-Regis, in as abfolutc

imd uncontrouled a manner as the mofl defpotic

priace



|)rince in Afia nominates the members of fai#

Divan

Ancient REPRESENXATiON'-'-'.was as early as

23 Edward I.

Corporation.—The lad charter was granted

by William III. by which it is governed by a

mayor, who is ajuftice ofpeace during his mayor*

alty and the year foliowing; and in the third year

he is both juftice and coroner. Here alfo arc

a recorder, fifteen capital burgefles, two of

whom are juftices, a town clerk, and other offi*

cers.

Right of Election.—There having been a

conteft, time immemorial, between the corpora-

tion and the freeholders of the borough, for the

right of eleQion; on the 21ft of May, 1689,11

was determined to be in the corporation and free^

holders. On the 28th of February, 1727, it was

refolved to be in the corporation. The fame

queftion has been twice agitated before com-

mittees of the houfe of commons, conflituted

under the Grenville ad. In the firft of thefe,

Lionel Darell, efq. and Henry Harford, efq.

were petitioners; when, upon hearing, it was

determined by a committee of the Houfe of Com-

mons, that the right was in the corporation only

;

and
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and that the Hon. Henry Fane, and David Ro^

bert Mitchell, efq. the fitting members, were duly

elefted. The right of the freeholders was again

contefted at a general eleftion, 1784, and tried

before a fecond committee, on the 15 th of Fe-

bruary, 1785, when Robert Wood, efq. and John

Cator, efq. were petitioners, and the Hon. Hen-

ry Fane and the Hon. T. Fane were the fitting

members.

The claims of each party were the fame in

both petitions ; each contending for the right of

cleQion in the freeholders of the borough as well

as the corporators; fuperadding to both the qua-

lification of refidents : but in both thefe cafes,

as in the remarkable one of Poole, the commit-

tees determined, that anufage of eighty years fu-

perfeded the ancient right, which was proved

to have been in the freeholders, the fame as was

proved to be in the commonalty of Poole. The

capital burgeffes make a certain number of free-

men, refidentor non-refident, who eleQ the mem-

bers of parliament.

Number of Voters—31.

Patron—Earl of Weftmoreland.

WEYMOUTH
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WEYMOUTH and MELCOMBE-REGIS.

Political Character.—Thefe boroughs

were the property ofthe famousBubb Doddington,

who was afterwards created Lord Melcombe ; in

whofe celebrated diary, the hiftory of thefe places

forma complete account of the politics of the

times, when Sir Robert Walpole, Lord Wilming-

ton, Mr. Henry Pelham, Duke of Newcaftle,

Duke of Devonfhire, and the late Mr. Pitt, were

minifters. Thefe boroughs then became the

property of the late Mr. Tucker ; from whom
they defcended to the late Gabriel Steward, efq.

who is lately deceafed. Being in pofTeflion of

thefe boroughs, he had the lucrative office ofpay-

mafter of marines, which is worth 6000I. a year.

This gentleman fold them to W. Pulteney, efq.

the prefent polTeffor, for 63,0001.

Of the freehold houfes which give the right of

noting, a confiderable part are leafed for lives,

or for long terms of years, under fmall referved

rents. The reverfionary intereft is granted by

the proprietor to truft-holders, for the purpofe

of out-numbering the votes of thofe who have

2
^

freehold
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freehold property in pofTeffion, in their own right*

This is perhaps the only inftance arnongft all the

contradi6lory rights of eIe6lion, where votes are

received and admitted in right of freehold pro-

perty, of which the party is not to come into

a6lual pofTeffion till after he expiration of five

hundred or a thoufand years.

Ancient Representation.—Melcombe fent

members to parliament in the reign of Edward

III. which was before Weymouth had theprivi^

lege ; and in the reign ofEdward III. it was in fo

flourifhing a ftate, that it was appointed a ftaple by

adtofparliament; but, for its quarrels with Wey-
mouth, its privileges, as a port» were in the reign

ofHenry VL removed to Poole: they were how-

ever reftored to them by a61: of parliament, in the

time of Elizabeth ; and in the next reign they were

confirmed, on condition that Melcombe and

Weymouth fliould form but one corporation,

and enjoy their privileges in common.

United Corporations—eonfift of a mayor,

a recorder, two bailiffs, feveral aldermen, the

number ofwhom is uncertain ; yet they fend four

members to parliament, as if they were diftinQ:

corporations. In Melcombe there is a good mar-

ket-place and town-hall, where the members of

the
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the corporation, refiding in Weymouth, come to

attend on public bufinefs.

Right of Elfxtion.—There has been no re-

folution of the houfe as to the exprefs right

;

but, upon the trial ofa contefted election in 1 730^

the counfel on both fides agreed to the following

ftatement of the right being " in the mayor,

** aldermen and capital burgeffes, inhabiting in

" the borough, and in perfons feifed in freeholds

'* within the borough, and not receiving alms/*

NuMBEROF Voters The numbershave been

as low as 200, and as high as 600; but as they

are now the property of an individual, their di-

vifion is entirely at his pleafure.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron—William Pulteney, efq.

In the peniion-lift that was publifhed in the

reign of Charles II. is inferted the following

paragraph

:

" Weymouth,—Sir Winften Churchil, now one

*' of the clerks of the green-cloth, proffered his

" own daughter to the Duke of York, and has,

" got in boon jT. 10,000: has publifhed a print,

** that the king may r^ife money without parliar-

*' meat/'

BRIDPORT.
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BRIDPORT.

The corporation, and fome of the inhabitants,

who pofTefs the right of eleftion in this borough,

are in a great degree independent, but even here,

corruption has too frequently prevailed. For

though about one half of the eledlors are com-

pofed of men of refpeftability, whofe fuffrages

have been never known to be influenced, yet

the other part, compofed of the inferior houfe-

keepers, always expedl to receive a douceur at

every eleftion. The gentlemen who are retur-

ned, are obliged to fpend fifteen hundred or two

thoufand pounds each, in entertainments, and in

.giving fome teftimony of their gratitude to the

needy eledors. On fome occafions the gratuity

has amounted to forty pounds, at others to only

twenty to each voter.

The memory of the late Mr. Sturt, who was

patron of this borough, and member for the

county, is held in high efteem amongft the elec-

tors, for though he did not fucceed at one elec-

tion, in getting his friend returned, he was equally

liberal in rewarding the poor voters, whofe fa-

vors he had courted, as he had been upon more

fortunate
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fortunate occafions. Mr. Charles Sturt, his

Ion, has flill a partial influence in the borough,

and may by a little exertion recover the whole.

In the reign of Edward the Confeffor, this town

confided of 120 houfes ; but 20 of thefe were

ruinous in the reign of William the Conqueror.

Leland fays it was, in his time, a very large town,

and that its chief ftreet lay from eaft to weft, and

was crofTed by another handfome ftreet. Brid-

port was made a borough by Henry III. and by

its charter was leafed to the inhabitants in fee-

farm, for a fmall quit-rent in the exchequer,

collefted by the bailiffs of the town, and payable

at Michaelmas.

Ancient Representation.—This town fenc

members 23 Edward I.

Corporation.—It was incorporated by

Henry VIII. and afterwards by Elizabeth. By

a charter ofJames I. two bailiffs were to be cho-

icn annually by the capital burgefTes, who

were to be fifteen in number, including the two

bailiffs'; and the corporation was impowered to

choofe a recorder and town-clerk, who, with the

bailiffs in office, and the two preceding bailiffs,

were tobejuftices of the peace. By this charter,

the corporation were allowed to build a prifon, ro

Vol. I. O have
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have a common feal, and to hold lands and tene-

ments. The bailiffs were to have all fines, to

have two ferjeants to carry maces before them,

^ith other ptivileges.

Right of Election.—April 2, 1628. Rc-

folved—** That the commonalty in general

** of the borough of Bridport, inco^n. Dor-

** fet, ought to have votes in the election of

*' burgeffes for parliament.'*

Refolved—" That it is a void ele6lion in re-

*' fped of thewant of warning to the com

-

"monalty"

May 5, 1715. Refolved—" That it is in all the

" inhabitants not receiving alms.'*

May 7, 1715.—On the further hearing the

merits of the eledlion for the borough of Brid--

port, in the county of Dorfet,

Refolved—** That the petitioner be admitted

" to give evidence in relation to the par-

*' tiality of the bailiff in the late eledion

" of members to ferve in parliament for the

" borough of Bridport.*'

Mr. Arthur Pain being called.

The petitioner's council objecled againft: his

being examined, for that he had been charged

by the petitioner's evidence with having (as agent

4 for
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for Mr. Strangeways) diftributed money and

corn to voters.

And the queftion being put, that the counfel

for the fitting member be admitted to examine

Arthur Paine, touching William Pierce being of

full age, at the time of the laft eledion for the

borough of Bridport

;

It was pafTed in the negative.

The counfel for the fitting member examined

fcveral witnefles, in relation to wheat given by

the family of Strangeways, whether the fame was

an ufual charity as they infifted, or bribery, as

the petitioner's counfel infilled?

And John Tucker being called. Sec,

And the queftion being put, that Tucker ha-

ving been concerned in'thediftributing of wheat

to the inhabitants of Bridport, before Chriftmas

lad, be admitted to be examined as a witnefs

in this caufe ;

It paffed in the negative.

Mar(h 2, 1762. Refolved—"that the words

*' (ommonalty in general, extend only to inha«

" bitants paying fcot and lot.

Number of Voters—are about i6o»

Returning Officers—the bailiffs.

Patrons—Charles Sturt, cfq. one member,

O 2 SHAFTJ;S-
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SHAFTESBURY.

This borough confifts of about four hundred

'houfes, two hundred ^of which are the property

of Hans Wintrop Mortimer, efq. fixty belong to

Mr. Bryant, Clerk of the papers at the King's

Bench Prifoh; thirty to Paul Benfield, efq. and

about one hundred arc divided amongft indi-

viduals in the town. This borough has dif-

. played the fyflern of corruption in high colouring,

not that we believe it more guilty ofbribery and

illicit practices, than every other borough in the

kingdom, but that it has been lefs cautious in

carrying thofe:mea;fures into execution.

The hiftory of Punch, which we fhall report at

large from the Journals of the Houfe of Com-

inons, and the fcenes of perjury and corruption

which it developes, are but innocent levities

when fet in^ oppofition to the enormities which

prevailed at the laft eleQion.

Mr. Mortimer, who owns more than half the

borough, has, for the laft twenty years, been con-

fidered as its Patron, and had of courfe the

common application from the Treafury for the

purchafe
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purchafe of the borough previous to the laft

election, but not accepting the terms which were

offered him, two minifterial candidates were fent

down to oppofe his interefl, and Mr, Whitaker,

the kte Recorder, who is an attorney in Shaftef-

bury, and had hitherto a6ted as Mr. Mortimer's

agent, w2iS prevailed on to undertake the manage-

ment of the pppofition to the intereft of his late

employer.

Mr. Mortimer united his intereft with Mr.

Bryant, and oppofed this minifterial nomination;

but when the eleftion came on, he had the mor-

tification of feeing moft of his tenants had been

ptrjuaded by Mr. Whitaker to vote againft Inm.

'

At the clofe pi the poll the nunibers were, for

Charles Buncombe, efq. 22^.

William Grant, efq. — 224

H. W. Mortimer, efq. — 67

William Bryant, efq. — 67

Mr. Whitaker, in reward for the fervices he

rendered government upon thi- occafion, was,

very foon after the eleftion, appointed Receiver-

General of the Stamp-duties for the county of

Dorfet, a place worth £ 00 per nnum. -

Corporation—confifts of a mayor, twelve

£ildermen,by charter of Elizabeth, and confirmecl

ty James I. and Charles II.

03^ RlQHX
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Right of Election.—Feb, 19, 1695. Re-^

fohed—** That the right of elefting mem-
" bers to ferve in parliament for the bo-

** rough of Shaftefbury, is not onlydn the

" mayor and burgeffes of the faid bo-

" rough.*'

11. Refolved-^^^ That the right of eleding

*' members to ferve in parliament for the

" faid borough of Shaftefbury, is only in

*' the inhabitants of the faid borough, pay-

** ing fcot and Iqt.*'

WITNESSES,

April 28, 1715 .—At the further hearing of the

merits of the ele6lion for the borough of Shaftef-

bury, the coiyifel for the petitioners proceeded

to give evidence, touching the corruping of votes

for the fitting members, and alfo touching fuch

perfons as had a right to vote, but were refufed

to be admitted for the petitioners.

After which, the fitting members counfel pro-

ceeded to call witnefTes to juftify the voters ob-

je£led againft by the petitioners counfel.

And Edward Grimjlcady fen, being called in to

prove the qualification of Richard Hayter, who

had
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liad been objefted againft by the petitioners

counfel to vote at he faid eledion;

And the petitioners coanfel obje6ling againft

his being examined as a witnefs, in regard that

the faid Eduard Grirnjlead was charged by th

petitioners evidence with having endeavoured to

corrupt fome perfons to vote for the fitting

members i

Rejohed—"That the counfel for the fitting

" members be admitted to examine Edward

*' Grimjfeadyfen, as to Richard Ha^'Ur's being

" qualified to vote at the lad eledion of

" members to ferve in parliament for the

" borough of Shaftefbury.

Robert Brickie being called to prove the quali-

fication oi Mraham Buck/and^ who had been ob-

je6led againft by the petitioners counfel, in regard

that he had been charged by the petiotiners

evidence with having endeavoured to fuborn a,

perfon tp give falfe evidence to this houfe;

And a motion being made, and the queftion

being put, that the counfel for the fitting mem-

bers be permitted to axamine Robert Brickl^ as

to Abraham Buckland's being qualified to vote in

*be late el eftion

;

It paffed in the negative.

O4 A CA^fi
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A CASE OF BRIBERY.

At the general eledlion, 1774,1116 late Sir

Thomas Rumbold, bart. and the prefent Sir

Francis Sykes, bart. being returned io reprefent

this borough in parliament, a petition was pre-

fented by Hans Wintrop Mortimer, efq, com-

plaining that the two fitting members, by them-

felves and their agents, had been guilty of many

grofs and notorious a6i:s of bribery and corrup-

tion, and that the returning officer had admitted

perfons not d ly qualified to vote for the fitting

members, and had rejeftcd the legal votes of

others who had tendered them for the peti-

tiojier.

EVIDENCE WAS GIVEN.

That money, to the amount of feveral thoufaric^

pounds had been given amon^ the voters, in fums

of twenty guineas man ; and the perfons who

were intrafted with the difburfement of this

money, and who were chiefly the magijlrates of tk^

i'ozfw, devifed very fingular and very abfurd con-

trivances.
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irivances, in hopes of being thus able to conceal

through what channel it vas conveyed to the

eleBors. A perfon concealed under a ludi-

crous and antaft; al difguife, and ca led by

the name of Punch, was placed in a fmall apart-

ment, and through a hole in the door delivered

out to the /oters parcels, containiug twenty-

guineas each : i pon which they were conduced

to'another apartment in the fame houfe, where

they found a perfon called Punch's fecretary, who

required them to fign notes for the value re-

ceived : thefe notes were made payable to an

imaginary chara6ter, to whom was given the

Yi2ixnQ of Gknbucket. Two of the witnefles fwore

thattheyhad feen Punch through the hole in the

door, and that they knew him to be Mr. Mat-

thews, an alderman of the town, and, as the

eounfel for the petitioner had endeavoured to

prove, an agent for the fitting members.

The eounfel for the fitting members propofed

to call Matthews himfelf to prove an ^/z^z ; but

the committee refolved not to admit the evi-

dence.

On the part of the petitioner, fevcral witneffes

were called to prove declarations of voters, who,

at
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at the poll, had taken the bribery-oath, that they

jaad received Punch's money.

The whole of the evidence may be feen in the

report, as it was printed for the ufe of thehoufe.

On Tuefday the 25 th of April, 1775, ^^^^ com-

mittee, by their chairman (Sir Geo, Yonge, hart.)

informed the houfe that they had determined

—

Firji^ That the two fitcing members were not

duly elected J

Secondlyy That Hans Winthrep Mortimery efq. the

petitioner, was duly eleQed, and ought to have

been returned.

Sir George Yonge alfo reported, from the

committee, that they had come to feveral refo-

lutions, which they had direQed him to re-

port to the houfe; and he accordingly read the

report in his place, and afterwards delivered it

in at the table, where the fame was read. The

refolutions of the committee were as follow

:

Refolvedi That it appears to this committee,

" that there was the mod notorious bribery

" and corruption at the laft eledion of

" members to ferve in this prefent parlia-

" ment for the borough of Shaftefbury, in the

** county of Dorfet.'*

Rcfolvcd, " That it is the opinion of this com-

" mittec.
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*' mittec, that the faid bribery and cor-

* «* ruption require the moft ferious conli-

" deration of parliament.**

Theconfideration of the report was adjourned

until Thurfday the 4th of May ; and an order

made, that the fpeaker fhould not ifllie his war-

rant for a new writ for the vacant feat until after

that day.

On the 4th of May feveral parts ofthe minutes

of the evidence taken before the committee being

read, both of the refolutions of the commit-

tee were unanimoufly agreed to by the houfe

;

and it was ordered, that the fpeaker Ihould not

iflue his warrant for a new writ until the houfe

had proceeded to take the minutes of the exami-

nation before the committee into furthur conli-

deration. Then palTed the two following refo-

lutions :

Refolvedy " That it appears to this boufe, that

" it is too late to proceed to take the faid

*• minutes into further confideration in this

" feflions of parliament.'*

Jie/olvedy unansmou/ly/^ That it will be highly

" expedient that the houle do proceed to

•** take the fame inro confideration as early

*' a»
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"as poflible in the next feflion of par-

" liamcnt.*'

4nd it was ordered, " That it be an inflruQioh

" to the gentlemen who are appointed to

" prepare and bring in a bill to explain and

" amend an adl made in the loth year of

" the reign of his prefent majefty, entitled,

" An a6l to enable the fpeaker of the houfe

** of commons to ifTue his warrants to make

" out new writs for the choice of members

" to ferve in parliament, in the room of

** fuch members as fhall die during the

" recefs of parliament."

*^ That they do make provifion in the faid

" bill, that no writ be iffbed for the borough

" of Shaftefbury by virtue of the faid ad:

" during the next recefs of parliament.

That very day leave had been given to bring

in a bill, which was afterwards pafled into an

aft, 15 Geo. III. c, 2^ '> ^^^ ^^ thereby pro-

vided

That, if a vacancy happen for Shaftefbury

during the recefs, the fpeaker fhall not^be

enabled to iffue a new writ ; " becaufe that

'* might tend to defeat thofe meafures which

^* it may be proper to take in confequence

" of
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" of the faid notorious bribery and cor-

*' ruption/'

On the 2d of November following, which was

the 8th day of the enfuing fe(Hon, all the refo-

kitions of the houfe relative to this caufe were

read. The houfe then came to a refolution,

that they would, on the ift of February, 1776,

take the nynutes of the examination before the

committee into confideration.

At the fame time orders were made feverally,

that thirteen perfons therein named fliould attend

the houfe on that day.

And the following order was made, " that Mr.

" Speaker do not iffue his warrant for the making

** out a new writ before the ift day of February

" 1776."

The above order was afterwards difc barged,

for taking the fame into confideration on the 14th

of the fame month.

And a fimilar order was made for the atten-

dance of the witnefles on that day.

After a great debate, on the. appointed ^day,

*' the houfe proceeded to take into coniideration

" the minutes of the examination/' It was

then,

Rejoivedy nemine contradUcnte, " That it ap-

" pears
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** pears to this hoUfe^ by the itfinutes of the

** feledl Committee appointed to try the

** merits of the eledlioti of members to ferve

" in parliament for the borough of Shaftes-

" bury, and which have been laid before

" this houfe, That there was the mofl no-

" torious fubornation of perjury praQifed,

" and the moft corrupt and wilful perjury

" committed, at the lafl: elecflion for members

" to ferve in parliament for the borough of

« Shaftefbury.'*

A motion was made ; and the queflion being

propofed, " That it appears to this houfe, from

" the faid minutes, that Francis Sykes, efq, was a

" principal promoter and fuborner of the faid

"corrupt and wilful perjury;**

A motion was made; and the queflion being

put, " That the further confideration of the faid

" minutes be adjourned until this day fortnight,

" the 28th day of this inftant February ;*'

It pafTcd in the negative.

Refolvedy ^* That it appears to this houfe, from

" the faid minutes, that Francis Sykes, ef(}.

" was a principal promoter and luborner of

" the faid corrupt and wilful perjury.**

Refolvcd, '* That it appears to this hoyfe, from

** the
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'* the fa id minutes, that Thcmas Rumbold, efq.

" WRs a principal promoter and fuborner of

** thefaid corrupt and wilful perjury."

The fame refolutions pafTed feverally againfl

jfohn Good, William Bennet^ William Arfn/lrong,

Matthew Merefield, William Pope, and Thomas

Hannam,

Ordered, *' That the attorney-general do forth-

** with profecute the faid Francis Sykcs,

" Thomas Rumbold, John Good, William

" Pennet, William Armftrong, Matthew,

" Merefield, William Pope, and Thomas
" Hannam, for the faid offence.'*

Ordered, " That leave be given to bring in a

" bill to disfranchife and incapacitate certain

" pcrfons, therein to be mentioned, from

" voting in eleftions of members ro fcrvein

'* parliament, and for preventing bribery

*' and corruption in the eledlion of members

" to ferve in parliament for the borough of

" Shafteibury, in the county of Dorfet; and

" that Sir George Yonge, Mr. Hungerford,

" Mr. W. Drake, jun. Mr. Dafhwood, Mr.

" Annefley, Sir George Robinfon, Mr. Geo.

" V. Vernon, Mr. Abel Smith, Mr. Afhetoa

" Gurzon, Mr. Sutton, Mr. Holt, Sir Geo.

*' Duntze,
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" Duntze, Sir Richard Worlley, Lord Guern-

" fey, Mr. Geo. Clive, Mr. Dunning, and

" Mr. Serjeant Adair, do prepare and bring

*' in the fame."*

Feb. 21, 1776. Sir George Yonge prefcnted

a bill of incapacitation, agreeably to the order of

the 14th, which was received, read, and ordered

to be read a fecond time on the 4th of March

:

and in the mean time it was ordered to be printed,

and copies thereof, and of the order for the fecond

reading, to be ferved on the parties named in it,

leaving fuch copies at the lafl place of their

abode, to be deemed good fervice.

Feb, 28, 1776. A petition of Thomas Rum-

bold, efq. was prefented to the houfe, pleading

his innocence, and praying that the houfe would

grant him fuch reliefas they fhould think meet.

A motion was then made, " That the order to

" the attorney-general for profecuting Thomas

" Rumbold, efq. for the faid offence be dif-

'* charged.'*

After a very warm debate, and the queftion

being put, it pafled in the negative, by 169

againft 142.

* Journals.

A motion
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A motion was then made; and the queftion

being put, ** That the petition of Thomas Rum-
*' bold be referred to the committee to enquire

'^ into fads, and report the fame, with theip

" opinion thereupon, to the houfe ;"*

This likewife pafled in the negative, by 143

^gainft 136.

A fimilar petition from Mr. Sykes fhared the

fame fate, without a divifion.

March 1. A petition of one Charles Pinhorn,

of the borough of Shaftefbury, was prefented,

fetting forth, that he was declared, by the bill of

incapacitation then depending, to be difabled

from voti^'g at any eledion for members to ferve

in parliament, and alledging that, in the report

from the committee, he was not charged with

bribery, or attempting any perfons whatfoever.

He prayed therefore that he might be heard by

his counfel againft that part of the bill refpedling

him.

The fame day was prefented another petition

of certain perfons, on behalf of themfelves, ob-

ferving, that th^y were difabled, by the bill, from

ever voting for members ; that they conceived

themfelves to be thereby greatly aggrieved ; and

• Journals.

Vol. I. P praying
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praying that they might be heard by their counfcl

againft the bill, and that it might not pafs into a

law.

It was ordered, that thefe petitions fhould be on

the table until the fecond reading of the bill ; and

that then the petitioners, if they fhould think

proper, might be heard by their counfel againft

it.

After feveral adjournments of the queftion,

the houfe refolved itfelf into a committee on the

the billon the i8th of March following, the Hon.

George Venables Vernon being chairman ; and

after fome time fpent therein, the fpeaker re-

fumed the chair, and Mr. Vernon reported,

—

" That they had examined feveral witneffes, and

'** had made fome progrefs.'*

After fome adjournments, the houfe again re-

folved itfelf into a committee, on Friday the 3d

of May, to confider of the faid bill.

And the houfe continuing, in this manner, to

adjourn to the 8th of the fame inftant, and after

the proceedings of that day, relative to the bo-

rough of Hindon, the order of the houfe, to pro-

ceed on the incapacitation bill for Shaftefbury,

was ordered to be dtfchargtd.

As foon as the order for further proceeding

4 was
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Xvas difcharged, it was refolved, as in the cafe of

Hindon, That thefpeakerJJiould iffue his warrants

for new zvrits tofufp^y the vacanciesfor both places.

A fecond petition being prefented from Mr.

Rumbold, in the fame terms as the firft, and a

fimilar onefroin Mr. Sykes, the orders for profecu-

tiiig them tvas difcharged.

And the orders for profecuting Good, Bennet,

Armftrong, Merrefield, Pope, and Hannam,

were alfo difcharged.

While thefe proceedings were depending in the

Houfe of Coyimons, Mr. Mortimer, who had

been determined to be duly ele6led, brought

aftions againft Mr. Sykes on the flat. 2 George

II. c. 24, for 26 ads of bribery, charged to have

been committed previous to the eledlion. The

caufes were tried at the affizes at Dorchefter, on

the 27th of July, 1776, before Sir James Eyre;

and the plaintiff had a verdiB for 22 penalties,

amounting to/^ii,ooo.

Mr. Paul Benfield is nov/ chofen recorder of

this borough, upon the refignation of Mr. Whita-

ker, and member in the room of Mr. Grant, and

by uniting the lead of the corporation, his pro-

perty in the borough, and a mortgage upon ijiat

of Mr. Mortimer, is now become the Patron.

P 2 Number
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Number of Voters—292.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron—Pairt Benfield, efq.

WAREHAM.

PoLiTrcAL Character.—The honour of re-

prefenting this borough, which confifts of not

more t)ian 120 houfes, was for a long time

contefted between the Pitt family and Mr. Drax,

of Charborough, the former of whom were pa-

trons of the living, and poflcffed of a confiderable

part of the freeholds, the latter was lord of the

manor. Here the modern fyftem of ftiam con-

veyances was pra8:ifed in its fuUeft extent.

Houfes were divided into many tenements, and

the whole market place parcelled out in different

allotments, fo that the votes were multiplied

without number. On one occafion the conteft

was To very violent, that all the (lamps in the

county, were confumed in the mock transfers of

property, of which a fpace of ground, fcarcely

affording room for a grave, was frequently the

fubjeft, and a fupply was neceffary to be fent for

from the metropolis. The expenfe of contention

ancreafed with the votes, fo that the fortunes of

both
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both parties appeared in danger. At length, fur

the purpofe of putting an end to ruinous litiga-

tions, the two contending parties, either by ex-

prefs agreement, or from an accidental concur-

rence of circumftances, parted with the whole of

their voting property to one perfon. Mr. Cal-

craft, the late army agent, an account of whofe

life is given in the Memoirs of Mifs Bellamy, was

the fortunate purchafer, who has tranfmitted

his intereft to his fon. The inhabitants, like fo

many Ruffian peafants, have quietly fubtnitted to

the transfer, being incapah,le of breaking the fet-

ters with which a long prefcription has fhackled

them.

Ancient Representation.—Wareham re-

turned members to parltament, 30, 33, and ^5

Edward I. and 5 and 7 Edward II. but it made

no other return until 2 Edward III.

Corporation.—The prefent charter, which

was granted by Queen Anne, places the town

under the government of a mayor, a recorder,

fix capital burgeffes, and twelve affiftants. By

virtue of this eilablifhment, the mayor, recorder,

and preceding mayor, are conftituted juftices of

the peace ; and the twofirft being of the quorum,

are empowered to hold their owri feffions.

P J The
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The inhabitants fay, that Wareham rofe out

of the ruins of Stowborough, now a villageon the

other fide of the Frome, in the ifle of Furbeck,

and is reputed to be the nnoft ancient borough in

the county. It had once no lefs than 17 churches

which are now reduced to 3.

RightofElection.—'Jan, 1^,1661. Re/ohed^

" i hat the right of elediotffor the borough

** of Warehain, in the county of Dorfet, is in

"the mayor, magiftrates, and freeholders,

" and ail who pay fcot and lot."

Jan. 19, 1747. Refolvedy *' That the right

*' ofeledion for the borough ofWareham, in

" the county of Dorfet, is only in the mayor

" and raagiftrates of the faid borough, and

" in fuch of the inhabitants as pay fcot and

** lot, and in the freeholders of lands and

" tenements there, who have been, bondfidey

" to their own ufe, in the adlual occupation,

"or in the receipt of rents and profits of

" fuch lands and tenements, for the fpace of

" one whole year, next before the ele6lion,

" except the fame come to fuch freeholders

* by defcent, devife, marriage, marriage-

" fettlement, or promotion to fome benefice

"in the church."

Number
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Number of Voters— 120 nominally, aQually

only one.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Proprietor—John Calcraft, efq.

GORFE CASTLE.

Political Character.—This bofdugh, con-

fifting of aboiit 30 thatched cottages, is the joint

property of Henry Banks, efq. of Kinfton Hall,

and John Bond, efq. of the Grange, both in the

county of Dorfet. Mr. Calcraft, the proprietor

of Wareham, had fome part of this borough,

which he exchanged with Mr. Banks for an equal

number of freeholds in his own borough of

Wareham.

When this town was made a borough, is uncer-

tain ; but we learn from hiftory, that it had very

great privileges; for thofe who had been mayors

were called barons. At prefent, the mayor for

the time being, and of the preceding year, are

juftices of the peace.

It never fent members to parliament before

14 Elizabeth, who granted it this privilege by

charter.

Corporation.—This borough was incorpo-

rated as above, by Elizabeth, who caufed it to

P 4 be
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be governed by a mayor, and eight burgefles, called

barons.

Right of Election—April 6, 1669, ap--

feared to be in leflbrs for years, paying fcot and

lot, and alfo in fuch perfons as had the freehold

in reverfion upon fuch leafes for years.

March 3, 1 770, appeared to be in fuch perfons

as have an eftate of inheritance, or a leafe for

years, determinable upon life or lives,paying fcQt

and lot.

Jan. 21, 171 8, appeared to be in fuch perfons

as are feifed in fee, in poffeiTion or reverfion of

any meffuage, tenement, or corporeal heredita-

ment, in the borough ; and in fuch perfons as

are tenants for life or lives; and for want of fuch

freehold in tenants for years determinable upon

life or lives, paying fcot and lot, and in them and

in no others*

Number of Voters—14 refident, and about

30 non-refident.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

PRQPRiETORS-r-Henry Banks, efq. and John

Bond, efq.

POOLE-
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PoLiTCAL Character.—The patronage of

adminiftration, with the afliftance of one or two

leading men in the corporation, have generally-

contrived to rank this town amongfb what are

termed treafury-boroughs : but' the queftion of

right is not finally fettled; for the inhabitant

houfeholders, claiming under the authority of

ancient right, and the confirmation of charters

poflefled, have oppofed an . ufage which has

been exercifed by the burgeffes for eighty years.

The queftion of right, therefore, remains to be

decided on a petition now before the houfe, and

which is appointed to be heard on the 3d of May

next.

Ancient Representation.—Thistown, ac-

cording to Leland, was a poor village inhabited

by fifhermCn, and a hamlet or member of the

parifh-church of Canford 5 but within memory

it has increafed in handfome buildings, and be-

come a place of good trade. The increafe of

this town is owing to the decay of Wareham,

^hich loft its harbour for want of3epth of water

;

in
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in confequence of which, the fhips feforted to

Poole, and thus have rendered it, by degrees,

one of the mod confiderable ports in the weft of

England; and feveral of its merchants have re-

prefentedit in parliament. This town fent mem-

bers fo early as Edward III. and by a charter of

Elizabeth it w^is made a county of itfelf, with

the privilege of a fheriff, keeping a court to de-

termine all caufes, both civil and criminal, with

feveral other immunities; fuch as the right of

trying malefactors in its own jurifdiQion, by a

commiffion from the crown, which faves the

expence of entertaining the judges on the cir-

cuit.

Corporation.—This borough is governed by

a mayor, a recorder, aldermen, a fheriff, a co-

roner, a town-clerk, and an indefinite number

of burgefTes. The mayor, who is admiral within

the liberty, is chofen from among the burgefTes:

after he has paffed the chair, he is always an

alderman ; and the firft year of his mayoralty, he

is fcnior bailiff, anda juftice of the peace. From

among the aldermen are annually chofen three

juflices, the mayor and recorder being of the

quorum ; and tjae eledion of the freemen or bur-

gefTes
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gefTes muft be made by the mayor, four alder-

men and twenty-four burgeffes.

Right of Electoin.—Poole was poff fled of

the ineflimable privilege of chooring their mem-

bers by the commonaliy or inhabitants at large,

in confequence of the charter granted by Eli-

zabeth. Poole enjoyed the privilege before by

immemorial ufuage; but by the intrigues and

contrivance of the fele8: part of the corporation,

confiding of about one hundred refident and non-

refident burgeflcs,^ the right has been wrefted

from the inhabitants, and affumed exclufivcly by

the former. It is therefore now difputed between

the burgeffes and inhabitants.

The queftion of right has hctnfour times agi-

tated in the Houfe of Commons : firft upon the

petition of Thomas Chaffin, efq. againft Sir Na-

thaniel Napper, who had been returned by the

mayor, aldermen, and burgeffes ; which was de-

termined the 9th of February, 1688-9, when the

committee reported to the houfe by their chair-

man,

" That the matter in queftion v/as. Whether

" the right of eleQion be in the mayor and bur-

^* geffes oniyy or in the mayor, burgeffes, and

** commonalty, who pay fcot and lot.

And
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And that thereupon the committee had agreed

to two refolves.

ift, " That it is the opinion of the committee,

** That the right of eleQion of burgeffes

** to ferve in this prefent convention for

" the town and county of Poole, is m the

" mayory burgejfes, and commonalty of the Jaid

*' town and, county^ who payjcot and lot.

2d, " That it is the opinion of this committee,

" That Thomas Chaffin, efq. is duly cleded

" a burgefs to ferve in this prefent conven-

" tion for the town and county of Poole.'*

A debate arifing in the houfe thereupon ; the

queftion being put, " That this houfe do agree

" with the committee, that Thomas Chaffin, efq. is

*' duly eleded to ferve in this prefent convention

" for the town and county of Poole j*'

It paffed in the negative,

Refolvedy " That Sir Nathaniel Napper, bart.

" is duly ele^ed a burgefs to ferve in this

*' prefent convention forthetown and county

•' of Poole."

Here was a pofitive refolution of the com-

mittee, as to the right of the commonalty who pay

fcot and lot, negatived by the houfe ; and the ex-

clufive right ofthe mayor and burgelTes, only im-

plied
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plied by the houfe feaiing Sir Nathaniel Napper.

This was not uncommon, previous to theexiflence

ofthe Grenville aft. The inconfiftent and con-

tradiftory decifions of the houfe, and which the

ftatute of 2 George II. was enabled in vain to

prevent, were the caufe of eftablifhing the prefent

niode of trying controverted eleQions.

The inhabitants of Poole thought this new

judicature a proper tribunal for vindicating and

afcertaining their loft right : and we accordingly

find them embrace the firft opportunity of ap-

pealing to its juftice.

At the general eleQion in 1774, Sir Eyre

Coote, and Jofhua Mauger, efq. were returned to

parliament by the mayor and burgeffes; but the

inhabitarits having tendered their votes at the

poll for the right hon. Charles James Fox and

John Williams, efq. and thefe being rejected by

the fheriff, they petitioned the houfe againfl the

return of the former.

This petition came to be heard on the 24th of

March, 1775, before a committee conftituted

under the Grenville adl ; when the counfel for the

petitioners contended that, by the general rule

of law, where there is no original charter, and

no prefcriptive ufage to the contrary, the right of

elcdioii



222 POOLE.

ele6lion is in the inhabitant boitfeholders; that tkis

rule is recognifed in a variety of cafes, in Glar>-

yiile's book ; particularly in tliofe of Cirencefter,

p. 107, and Ponnfret, p. 142, and in Whidock's

Commentary, vol. i, p. 500. In the cafe of

Cirencefter, the entry in the journals is in thefe

words

:

" That where there is no cuftom nor charter

" for eledlion, there the inhabitant houfeholders

" ought to make the ele6lion."

That the ancieht and proper fenfe of the word

" burgenfes" or ** burgcffes,'* is " the inhabi-

" tants ofa borough," is proved by the following

authorities :—Spelman's Gloffary, title, " bur-

"genfesi'* Whidock's Coaimentary, vol. i,

p. 500, vol. ii, p. ^^ ; Madox's Firma Burgi,

p. 2, No. in. And that the houfe has fo under-

ftood the word, both in ancient charters and in

returns, appears from the cafe of Abingdon, 23

May, 1660, and that of Aldborough, in Yorkfiiire,

17 May, 1690.

From all the ancient charters granted to the

corporation of Poole, it appears, that, down to

that of the loth of Elizabeth, ** burgenfes" in

thofe charters means " inhabitants."

The ancient returns to parliament from this

tOWH
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town until that period, are all in the name of

the mayor and burgenfes.

A complete body of evidence was adduced in

fupport of this cafe, and to prove the claim of

the inhabitants, as part of the corporation, to

turn out cattle, and cut turf on Carford heath,

in right of their original charter, granted^ by

Longefpce, earl of Sarum.

A fimilar claim, under a fecond charter, gran-

ted by William de Montacute, earl of Salifbury,

10th of June, 137 1 ; and a third, granted by

Thomas de Montacute, earl of Salilbury, dated

the 8th of February, 1411, confirming the two

preceding ones.

'

Alfo a royal grant of Henry VI. in the eleventh

year of his reign, to the mayor and burgefTes of

Poole, that Poole fliall be a free port, &c.

A fifth, dated the ift of July, 31ft of the fame

king, 1-154, grants to the mayor, burgefTes, and

inhabitants, a weekly market, and two annual

fairs;—the cwolaft by authority of parliament.

A fixth, dated 20 January, 1460, 1 Edw. IV.

A feyenth, dated 20 June, 3 Henry VIJI.

An eighth, dated 12 Henry VlII.

A ninth, dated 4 September, iSHen. VlII.

1527, Arthur Plantagenet, vifcount Leftey, vice*

admiral



124 POOLt.

admiral ; reciting that the deputy admiral ancl

his commifTary-general had infpeQed all the

royal grants and privileges, and the former

grants of old, and the grant of William de Morl-

tacute, to the mayor, brethren^ bailiffs, hurgejfes,

and inhalitantSy and alfo the late confirmation of

Henry VIII. by which they are excepted from

thejurifdiQion of the admiral ofEngland.

The returns had alfo been made by the com-

monalty upon various occafions, previous to the

charter of Elizabeth : that the town-arms and

common feal belonged to the inhabitants, and

that therefore every inftrume.nt fealed with the

common feal is the inftrument and adl of the

inhabitants, and prove that the right of elec-

tion, Vv'hich by the common law was in the in-

habitant houfeholders, was, in fadlj enjoyed

and exe re i fed by them.

The twelfth charter of the borough, which

was granted the 23d of June, 1568, the loth of

Elizabeth, and which is the charter under which

the corporation now acl, was produced, and

feems to be deciiive as to the right of the inha-

bitants.

" It recites the charter of 3 Henry VIIL and

" thofe therein recited, and ratifies and confirms

the
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"^ the immun-ities granted by them to the mayor',

" bailiffs, burgefles, and inhabitants, as the faid

*' mayor, bailiff's, burgeJfeSy and inhabitants y from

** the time of making the faid charters^ were ac-

^^ caftomed to hold and enjoy them. It recites

" that the mayor, bailiffs, burgelTes, and inha-

" tants, time out of mind, had enjoyed Hie

"faid privileges, &c. and others, as well' by
" prefcription, as by reafon of the aforefaid

" grants, but that the faid mayor, bailiffs, bur-

*' gejfes, and inh'abitantSy had not enjoyed them

" for many years paft, to the great detriment of

** the faid town, by which it was threatened with

^' ruin, and the good government of the fame was

** almoft extincl.

" That thereupon t\\t burgcjfes and inhabitanU

"of Poole had petitioned the queen, that £he

" would make, reftore, and create the faid bur-

*' geffes and inhabitants into another body cor-

*' porate and politic.

" That file therefore, &c. (hoping that,4f the

" inhabitants of the town aforefaid, and their

" fucceffors, fliould enj.oj by her grant greater

" honours, Hberties, and privileges, they will

*' think themfelves bound. Sec.) grants that the

" faid town of Poole fliall be, for ever after, a

Vol. I. Q fre»
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** free town of itfelf, and be incorporated ; to

•* confift of one mayor, two bailiffs, burgefles,

** and commonalty (in the original communitas) ;

" and that they the faid mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes,

" and commonalty, be one body politic, by thq,

'* name of the mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes, ahd

*' commonalty of the town of Poole, Sec,

" That the burgeffes of the town aforefaid may

** ekO; every year (on a day fixed by the charter)

•* a fit and difcreet burgefs to be mayor, and two

** other burgeffes of the (aid town to be bai-

« liffs,&G.

•* That the faid mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes, and

" comnonaltyy and their fucceffors, and the inha-

*' bitants and refidents within the faid town, be

*' in no fort liable to be bound by any precept*

** of the ftewards, marfiiaJ, or clerk of the mar-

'* ket of the houfehold.

" She grants a ftaple to the faid mayor, bai-

** liffs, and commonaltyy and their heirs and fuc-

*' ceffors ; and that the faid burgeffes may choofe

** out of themfelves, annually, a mayor, and two

" conftables of the ftaple,

*' That the- faid mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes, and

•^'Commonalty, and their heirs and fucceffors,

'*^ may aimually ele6l and conftitute (on a day

** fixed
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" fixed) out of the inhabitants of the town and

" fuburbs thereof, or out of others, all manner

" of brokers. Sec,

" She then grants to the faid mayCr, bailiffs,

" burgefles and commonalty^ and their fucceflbrs,

« that the town aforefaid, with the fuburbs,

" places and precindls aforefaid, be, for ever

" afterwards, one entire county^ incorporated in

*' deed and name, and diflindl, and altogether

" feparate from the county of Dorfet, by the

*' name of the town of Poole.

" That the faid mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes, and

" commonalty^ fhall have in the faid town, one.

" fheriff ; the burgefles of the faid town, and

" their fucceflbrs, in every year (on a day fixed)

** to eledl onedifcreet perfonout of their fellow-

•* burgefles {com, burgenfes, in the original) for

" the llierifl'of the faid town.

** She grants to the mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes,

<* and commonalty, a weekly court to be held in

** the guildhall, before the mayor, and fcnior

« bailiff.

" To the mayor, bailiffs, burgefles, and com-

" monalty, that the mayor for the tin:ie being,

" and one (Ivillcd in the law, and alfo four bur-

Q 2 ** gefles
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"" geffes to bechofcn annually out of the difcreet

" burgelFes (an a day fixed) fhall be keepers

" (z. ^. juflices) of the peace.

*y To the mayor, baiiliffs, burgefles, and com-

** monaUyy view of frank-pledge, &c.

**^ To the the mayor, bailiffs, burgefles, and com-

** mcnaltyi and their fucceflbrs, that none of them,

*• x\ox any inhabitant ox refident within the town,

" &c. fliall be impannelled againfl his will, on

** any aflize, jury, or inquifition, Sec. without the

" town of Poole.

" That the- inhabitants, burgefTes, and com-

" monalty of the town of Poole, may have their

" guild, and all their liberties, jurifdidlions, &c.

" by land and by fea, in the fame manner with

** the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeffes of the towH

" of Southampton, and all other liberties,^ &:c.

" which the mayor, bailiffs, hurgejfcs and inhabit

"
^(jf«/j, heretofore had or ufed to have.

": That the faid mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes and

**, commonaltyy Ihall have the return of all writs

" within the town.

*' That the fiiid mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes, and

<* comvionctky, fhall creates out of thcmfelves,

** coroners, Scc»

*' That
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** That none of the faid mayor, baihffs, bur-

** gefles, and commonalty, inhabiting within the

** faid town, fhall be impleaded without the
af

" faid town, except for fuch trefpafles as. fhall be

** done againll the queen and her heirs."

The thirteenth charter, bearing date the 24th

of Novennber, 19 Charles II. contains a grant

of all former privileges, and recites that the town

of Poole had been of old incorporated by the

name of mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes, and com-

monalty, and that the burgeffes and inhahitani's

thereof, as well by that name as hy ether namely

have ufed and enjoyed various privileges, &c.

That commonalty, in thefe charters, meant in-

habitants, is clear, becaufe they were granted to,

and at the requeft of, the inhabitants ; becaufe it

confirms all former grants to the inhabitants

;

and becaufe the commonalty arc, throughout,

diftinguifhed from the burgeffes.

In the profligate reign of Charles II. this

town, in common with the city of London,

and moft other corporations, came under the

garbling of a Quo Warranto information, and

Jbeir franchifes were feizedinto the hands of the

Q 3 crown
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crown. This information was iffued againft the

mayor, bailiffs, burgefles, and inhabitants.

The 30th of Charles II. the hurgejfes and inha^

hitants prefentcd an addrefs and fubmiflion to

the king, praying that they might be reftored.

The fourteenth charter, 14th of James II. is a

charter of releafe and reftoration : it recites th^

good fervices of the burgeffes and inhabitants, the

judgments obtained againft them ; and it reftorc$

and grants to the fame burgefles (ind inhabitants

^11 the liberties, 8cc, which they had, or by right

ought to have.

Thefe charters 4en)onftrate that the inhabitants

were part of the corporation, and that commonally

and inhabitants were terms indifcriniinately ufed,

asdefcriptiveofthe fame perfons.

By the records of the corporation, which go no

farther b^ck than the 10th of Elizabeth, and the

various entries frqm that time to theye^r 1699,

thfs inhabitants or commonalty were always men-

tioned as part of the corporauon.

The corporation petitioned the hoqfe of com-

mons fo late as the year 1758, in the name of

the mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes, and commonalty.

P^eds of mortgages between the corporation
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and pther parties, dated fo late as 1756, were

produced, in which the commonalty were men- %

tioned as part of the corporation.

Thomas Shepherd, an inhabitant, of the age of

ninety-eight, remembered Mr. Afhley to have

been chofen member for Poole by the commonalty^

and he voted as an inhabitant in the year 1695.

The returns of nnembers were made by the

mayor, bailiffs, burgeffes, and commonalty, until

the year 1695.

To the above proofs the counfel for the fitting

members only oppofed ^n ufage of eighty years,

proved by parole evidence in favour of the ex-

clufive right of the hurgcjes.

The committee determined, that the fitting

members were duly ekBtd^

Mr. Douglas, in his notes upon the above

decifion, obferves, that a contrary determination

took place upon fimilar evidence in the cafe of

Colchefter, 28th of March, 1628.

The like in the cafe of Bofton, 8th of May,

1688.

Thefe cafes txz6\.\y (how, that no uja^e^ within

time of memory, ought to narrow the right of

deftion.

The cafe of Bridport is fimilar; for, on the

Q 4 12th
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a 2th of April, 1628, the explanation of the word

5* commonalty*' by the houfe, was the' fame as

that for which the inhabitants of Poole con-

tended.

Gafe of Warwick, 13th of May. 1628, the

queftion was, Whether the eleSlion was in the

mayor and common-council, or in the com-

monalty. Upon the queftion, it was refolved

to be in the commonalty ; and the inhabitant

houfeholders have enjoyed it ever fince in con-

fequence.

It is curious to remark, that Mr. Mauger,

who obtained his feat by the above decifion in

favour of the burgeffesof Poole againft the inha-

bitants, was fo far convinced of the juftice of

the inhabitants claim, that he became a candi-

date for their fuffrages at the enfuing general

eledtion in 1780, againft the burgeffes, and ac-

tually petitioned the houfe for the re-eftablifh-'

ment of that right, of w^hich he had been the

Cfiufe of depriving them the preceding parlia-

ment.

The petition of Mr. Mauger was heard before

acomniitteeof the Houfe of Commons, upon the

very fame ground he had oppofd it in the former

parliament

;
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parliament j when the decifion was, agreeably to

the above, in favour of Jofeph Gulftone, efq. and

William Morton Pitt, efq. who were elefted by

the burgeffes.

At the laft general eleBlon,the inhabitants made

another attempt to recover their loft rights, by

tendering their votes for Lord Daer, fon to the

Earl of Selkirk, and the late Lord'Haddo, fon to

the Earl of Aberdeen. There were alfo, at the

fame time, four other candidates on the right of

the burgeffes, -viz. Benjamin Lifter, efq. a mer-

chant of Poole; the Hon. Charles Stuart,"

youngeft fon to the Earl of Bute; Michael An-

gelo Taylor, efq. and Capt. Kingfmill, of the

navy. The eledlion was conduced with much

eagernefs on all fides : the burgeftes w^re equally

divided, until Lord Hood, whom Mr. Taylor pub-

lickly accufed of a breach ofpromife to him, arri-

ved and gave the cafting-vote for Mr. Stuart ^

the numbers upon the burgeftes poll, at the clofc

of the ele6lion, being, for

Benjamin Lifter, efq. — 50

The Hon. Charles Stuart, — 49

M. A. Taylor, efq. — 48

Robert Kingfmill, efq. — 45

Jhe numbers of Mr. Stuart and Mr. Taylor

4 would
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would have been finally equal ; but one of the

burgefles in the intereft of the latter was arrefted

for debt, as he was going up the fteps of the

town-hall, to give his vote. Bail was offered,

and even payment of the debt; but the fheriff

and his deputy were too much engaged upon

the eleftion, to be interrupted by fo trifling a

concern as the liberty of a Briiijh fubjeSI ; and

the ele6lor was fuff'ered to remain in the cuftody

of an officer until the poll was clofed.

Lord Daer and Lord Haddo, being candidates

on the right of the commonalty, the inhabitants

tendering their votes for thofe noblemen, were

rejeBed by the fheriff, two petitions were ac-

cordingly prefented to the Houfe of Commons,

at the meeting of parliament in 1790, againfl

the return of Lifter and Stuart; one by Lord

Daer and Lord Haddo, in fupport of the claim

©f the commonalty; and another by Michael An-

gelo Taylor, efq. and Robert Kingfmill, efq. on

the claim of the minor part of the burgeffes,

again ft the majority.

Thefe petitions were heard the fame feflion;

when it was agreed by all the parties, that the

petition of Lord Daer and Lord Haddo fliould be

determined firft ; for, if the committee fhould be

of opinion that the right was in the inhabitants,

the

i



POOLE * 235

the other four candidates were fo inferior in point

of numbers, that they intended to relinquifh their

refpedive claims.

The committee accordingly began with the

petition of Lord Daer and Lord Haddoj when

nearly the fame cafe was opeacd, as we have

reported upon the petition of the right hon.

Charles James Fox and John Williams, efq. in

J 775, and which had been repeated on limilar

grounds by Jofhua Mauger, efq. in 1781. The

committee confirmed the determinations of the

preceding ones by deciding, that Lord Daer and

Lord Haddo were not duly ele^ed^ and refolved

upon a fpecial report to the houfe,

" That the right of eleQion, in the town and

" county of Poole, is in the mayor, bailiffs,

" and burgeffes only."

This petition being difpofed of a compromife

took place between the contending parties, on the

poll of the burgeffes. The vote of the burgefs

who had been arrefted and detained in cultody,

during the cledlion, was added to the poll of Mr.

Taylor, and another ftruck off from that of Mr.

Stuart. The numbers then were^ for

Lifter
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Lifter,
—

'

49

Taylor, — 49

Smart, — 48

Kingfmill, — 46

The committee accordingly reported to the

houfe,

** That Benjamin Lifier, efq. and Michael

" Angelo Taylor, efq. were duly eleBed.**

The fuccefs of Mr. Lifter was, however, ren^

dcred abortive. The oppoiite parties had all dif-

covered that he had been a contra^or within the

year preceding his eleftion; and that the taking

his feat would be attended with the difagreeable

confequence of his being hable to a penalty of

five hundred pounds every time he fliould give

his vote in the Houfe of Commons.

This incapacity was only to be removed by Mr,

Lifter vacating his feat, and, as the twelve months

fince the furrender of his contrad: had now t%^

pired, to get re-ele8:ed.

The Chiltern hundreds were accordingly given

him, and a new writ was ilFued for another

eleQion; when the inhabitants of Poole, with that

fervour and love of liberty which nature has

implanted inthe human mind, and which, al-

though fupprefled by temporary mifcarriages and

inconveniences.
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inconveniences, will omit no opportunity ofaflert-

ingits own dignity, recurred to their original claim

of riorht, and with a zeal and firmnefs w^hich the

writer, who w^as prefent at the moment, will

never recolleft but with a glow ^f admiration,

again beftowed the nobleft gift of freemen, theit

unbiafled fuffrages, on Lord Daer.

The ftatute ofthe twenty-eighth of George III.

chap. 52, allows them one more chance, and that

a final one, of regaining, that right which they had

enjoyed for centuries, and which their charters

clearly entitled them to poiTefs, The decifions of

three committees have certainly been ags^inft'

them f and we wifli to be underftood as fpeaking

with the greateft deference, when we mention the*

verdi6ls of fo refpe6lable a judicature. But the'

borough of Sakafh jias encountered the fame-

difficulty and fucceeded ; three fucceffive com-

mittees had deterrriined the right of election there

to be in the corporation ; the fourth gave it to the

freeholders. The committees on the Hellftone.

Gonteft, in the year 1775, determined the fame

right to be in the corporation, under the old-

charter; the fecond committee, in 1791, deter-:

mined it to be in the corporation, afting underf

the new charter granted by his prefent majefty^,.

And
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And, w-hen it is recolleBed that, in the cafet

of'Colchefter, Bofton, Bridport, Pomfret, and

Warwick, the determinations were different to

thofe of Poole ; and that the doQrine of eighty

years ujuage, however corrupt or inconfiftent with

right, is neither fandtioned by aft of parliament,

nor confidered as the common law of committees,

and has been followed only in one folitary inftance,

that of Lyme-Regis ; we truft the inhabitants of

Poole may yet look forward to the final decifion

with well-founded hopes of fuccefs.

The corporation of Poole are divided, as may

be feen from the ftate of the poll, into two

parties, fo nearly equal in number, as to render it

difficult to determine which will preponderate.

Mr. Lifter, the prefent member, is at the head of

the minifterial party ; and Mr. John JefFery, a moft

refpedable and opulent merchant, of this town,

is at the head of oppofition. The recorder and

town-clerk are in the intereft of the latter. The

aldermen, who acquire that fituation by ferving

the office of mayor, are moftly in the minifterial

party ; andas a bye-law is ftill in force, allowing

them to nominate two of their own body to the

burgefTes, one of whom the latter is bound to

choofe for mayor, there is little chance, unlefs that

bye
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bye-law is deemed illegal, or repealed, which is

now attempting to be accomplifhed, that the

oppofition will be able to fuftain their fupe-

riority.

Number of Voters.—If the committee de-

cide, on the prefent petitions, that the right is

in the burgefles, the number of voters will be

only 100: but, fhould they determine it to be

in the inhabitants, there will be 600.

Returning Officer—thefherifF.

Patrons—Mr. Lifter, and Mr. JefFery.

DURHAM COUNTY,

ANCIENT STATE.

TX HIS maritime county takes its name from

the city of Durham. It is compionly called the

bifhopric, and fometimes the county palatine of

Durham, from its having been formerly a kind of

royalty, under the jurifdiRion of its bifhop, and
fubordinate to the crown.

Soon after the converrioa of the Saxons,,the

3 county
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county of Durham- was given by their kings t6

St. Cuthbert, bifhop of Lindisfern, an ifland be-

longing to Nbrthumbferland, and which is now

known by the name of Holy Ifland : this county

was, therefore, called by the Monkifh writers,

the patrimony of St* Guthbert, in the fame man-

ner, as the Koman 'ecclefiaftical Hate is (till

called, the patrimony of St. Peter. This grant

of the Saxon kings was confirmed by the Danes

and Normans, who added feveral other liberties

and privileges to the church of St. Cuthbert.

In the reign of William the Conqueror, one

Walcher, a native of Lorrain, being bifhop of

Durham, bought the earldom of Northumber-

land of the king, and then, affuming the office

of a fecular judge, fat in court, -and, with im-

limited authority, determined all caufes at his

pleafure. This: is fuppofed to have been the

origin of the temporal powers of the bifliops of

Durham ; and upOn this purchafe, it is thought

to have been made a county palatine. PVom

this temporal power, the bifhops bore in their

Teals a knight on horfeback, armed with a fword

in one hand, and the arms of the bifhopric in

the other.

The common people, jealous of their privi-

leges.
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leges, have even refufed to march into Scotland

in time of war, from the pretence of their being

Haiwerkmen, i. e. men bound to perform none

but holy-work, as they held their lands to defend

the body of St. Cuthbert, and were not to ferve,

either for the king or the bifhop, beyond the

confines of the bifhopric. The prerogative of

one of thcfe prelates was feized by Edward I.

who deprived the fee of many privileges; fome

of which were, however, recovered by fucceed-

ing bilhops, whofe power was fo great, even

after its abridgment, that it became a maxim

—

*' Whatever prerogative the king has without

" the county of Durham, the bifhop has within

** it, unlefs there be fome concefTion or prefcrip-

" tion to the contrary.**

Although clergymen w^ere forbid by the

canons to be prefent when judgment of blood

was given, yet the bifhop of Durham fits in court

on thefe occafions in his purple robe. He had

the power of calling parliaments, and creating

barons as their members. He alfo raifed taxes,

and coined money. The courts were kept in

his name; he appointed all judges, and all

writs were made in his name: all recognizances

entered upon the bilhop's rolls in his chancery.

Vol. I. * Q and
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and made to him, were as valid within the

countj^, as thofe made to the king were in others.

Thofe who alienated freehold lands without his

leave, were obliged to fue to him for pardon,

which he might grant, not only for trefpaffes and

intrufions, but alfo for rapes, felonies and other

crimes. He had, alfo, power to grant charters

for boroughs, corporations, fairs, and markets ;

grant licences for building chapels, founding

chanteries and hofpitals ; and create officers for

life, or during pleafure, by patent. But thefe

grants were no longer valid than the life of the

bifhop who made them. He was alfo lord admi-

ral of the feas, and other waters, belonging to the

palatinate; had his vice-admirals, his courts of

admiralty, commiffioners of water-paffages, and

officers of beaconage. He owned a great part

of the lands in the palatinate, which were held of

the fee in capite. He had likewife feveral forefts,

chaces, parks, and woods, befides all moors and

wafles in this county ; the lands, goods and chat-

tels of all convifted of treafon efcheated to him;

and the bifhop ftill claims all forfeitures upon out-

lawries and felonies. Such were the privileges

of the bifhop of Durham, when they were a-

bridged by 27 Henry VIII. which flatute flripped

them
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them of the palatinate power of granting pardons,

creating judges, and making out judicial writs

and indiftments. But the bifhops and their

temporal chancellors were ftill allowed to a6l as

juftices of peace. In the reign of Edward VI.

this bifhopric was diffolved, and all its revenues

and immunities were given by parliament to the

crown; but Queen Mary repealing this a6l, re-

ftored the fee to the ftate in which it had been

left by her father Henry VIII. However, as the

county was a kind of principality diilind from

the reft of the kingdom, it never fent members

to parliament until the reign of Charles II.

The county of Durham is in the province of

York, and is a diocefe of itfelf. It is not divided

into hundreds ; but, like Cumberland, into wards

or wakes. It has one city, only feven market

towns, and H3pari(hes. It fends to parliament

but four members, two of whom are chofen by

the county, and two by the city of Durham.

Political Character.—The arillocratical

intereft that prevails in this county, is that of the

earl of Darlington and the bifhop of Durham.

An union of their interefts is confidered as deci-

five againft the moft formidable oppofition.

* Q 2 DURHAM
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DURHAM CITY.

Political Character.—1 his city is fo for^

tunate as to have preferved its independence, ex-

cept an eftablifhed attachment to the refpeft-.

able families of Tempeft and Lambton, who

have reprefented it for many years, can be in-

cluded under the name of influence. The cor-

poration have, however, been inimical to the in-

terefts of thefe families, and the weight of eccle-

fiaftical controul, which, under a bifhop of Dur-

ham, can never, from what we have obferved

refpefting the county, be inconfiderable, have

joined in vain to oppofe them ; but the voxpopuli

has ultimately prevailed.

Corporation.—This city is faid to have

been firfl: incorporated by Richard I. when it

was governed by bailiffs appointed by the bifliops,

and afterwards by an alderman and twelve b ur-

ge ffes.

Queen Elizabeth gave it a mayor, aldermen,

and common-council ; but it has fmce been go-

verned under a charter, procured by ifhop

Crew, of Charles II. by twelve aldermen, a re-

corder, twelve common-council, a town clerk,

and
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and other officers, who could hold a court-Ieet

and court-baron within the city, in the name of

the bifhop for the time being. They alfo keep

a Pye-powder court, inftituted to regulate dif-

orders at fairs.

The bifhop being earl of Sadberg, a fmall

town near Stockton, is a temporal prince; he

holds the title by barony; he is a flierifF par-

amount for the county, and appoints his deputy,

who makes up his audit to him, without account-

ing to the Exchequer. He is alfo, as count pala-

tine, lord of the city, and appoints all civil offi-

cers, and other inferior magiftrates.

The corporation of Durham had been guilty of

fo many illegal pradices, as at lafl: to be feveral

years without a mayor, and in that imperfeft

ftate of not having it in their power to eled one

according to the conftitution of the city. A new

charter was repeatedly applied for, but the bifliop

and the old corporation differing about its prin-

ciples, it was not obtained till within thefe few

years, when Dr. Egerton, the lafl bifhop but

one, granted them a new charter, under which

they at prefent a6l.

The want of a mayor, did not prevent the

eleQion of members of parliament or the admif-

fion
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fion of freemen, nor was the charter forfeited by

that imperfe6lion in their body.

Right of Election.—The choice of mem-

bers to ferve in parliament is in the corporation

and freemen.

By flat. 25 Car. II. c. 9. " The county pa-

latine of Durham may have two knights for the

county, and the city of Durham two citizens to

be burgeffes for the fame city to ferve in parlia-

ment, to be elefted by writ awarded to the lord

bifhop of Durham, or his chancellor of the

county, and precept thereupon by the lord bi-

fhop, or his temporal chancellor, to the flieriff

;

the eledion of the knights to be made by the

greater number of freeholders, as in other coun-

ties, and the eledion of burgelTes for the city of

Durham to be made by the major part of the

mayor, aldermen, and freemen; which knights

and burgeffes fhall be returned by the fheriff into

the chancery, upon the like pains as the fheriffs

ofany other county.'* See flat. 18 George II.

c. 18. fe6l. 12.

Honorary Freemen.—A contefl happening

between the corporation who adopted Mr.

Ralph Gowland, and the city who fupported

Mr. Lambton, in the year 1762, when the latter

prefented
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prefented a petition againft an undue ele6lion of

the former. The petition ftated that, when

Mr. Lambton and Mr. Gowland offered them-

felves as candidates to reprefent the laid city,

" that John Drake Bainbridge, efq. was, toge-

ther with feveral other aldermen, very flrenuous

and adive in foliciting votes for Mr. Gowland:

and that they and their agents corruptly prolli-

tuted a public charity to the purpofes of influ-

encing feveral indigent freemen; and that find-

ing the inclinations of a large majority of the

legal voters were in favour of the petitioner,

they concerted a fcheme of overpowering that

majority by fiBitious votes j and that, for this

purpofe, the faid John Drake Bainbridge, and

feveral other aldermen of the city, long after

Mr. Gowland and the petitioner had declared

themfelves candidates, and within a few weeks

of the late ele61ion, took upon themfelves ille-

gally to difplace out of the common council of

the faid city feveral of the mod fubftantial and

refpedable inhabitants, and to fubftitute other

perfons of inferior charaHer and ftation, whofe

only recommendation was their known attach-

of ment to Mr. Gowland ; and that on the 4th

Oftober lafl, the faid John Drake Bainbridge

procured
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procurcdhimfelf to be appointed mayor of the

faid city, and after his appointment to that

office, continued the fame zeal and adlivity

in foliciting votes for the faid Mr. Gowland ;

and that the faid John Drake Bainbridge, and

feveral of the aldermen of the faid city, having

unduly garbled a common council for their

purpofe, they proceeded, on the 13th of Odober

laft, to make a pretended but illegal repeal of an

ancient by-law, by which none could be ad-

mitted freemen until their claim had palTed

three quarterly guilds; a regulation that was

made for the better fecurity of the legal freemen

and trading companies of the city, and to pre-

vent a precipitate admiflion of improper and

unqualified perfons; and that having thus re-

fcinded and got rid of the aforefaid by-law,

which would have prevented the execution of

their fchcme, fome of the aldermen above men-

tioned, on the fecond of November, which was

not a month before the writ of eleftion iflued,

illegally, and againft the confent of a large ma-

jority of trading companies, admitted upwards of

200 occafional freemen, for no other purpofe

but to increafe the poll for Mr. Gowland ; and

that the perfons fo admitted were Grangers to

I
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the faid city, redding at a diftance, and moft of

them unknown to the wardens of the companies,

but flrenuous partizans of Mr. Gowland, and

under the influence of the faid mayor and his

confederate aldermen ; and alledging that, even

after the teft of the writ of eledlion, and during

the very time of the poll, the aforefaid mayor un-

duly admitted a great number of perfons to the

freedom of the faid city, in order to procure, at

any rate, a majority of votes for Mr. Gowland

;

and that, notwithflanding repeated applications

were made to the mayor, by the petitioner and

his agents, for an infped:ion of the corporation

guild-book, and for a lift of the pretended free-

men fo made and admitted as aforefaid, he, the

faid mayor, refufed both ; and that, at the late

eleftion, which began on the 7th of December

laft, the aforefaid mayor illegally, and contrary

to his duty, as returning officer, admitted the

votes not only of the occafional freemen above

mentioned, but alfo of many other perfons who

offered, and ought to have been admitted to vote

for the petitioner; and that, notwithllanding the

number of fuch occafional voters amounted to

upwards of 200, yet the pretended majority for

* Q 3 the
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the fitting members upon the clofe of the poll,

was no more than 23 ; and that, to complete the

defign of thefe unwarrantable praQ.ices, the

aforefaid mayor hath unjuftly, and contrary to

the duty of his office, returned the faid Mr.

Gowland as duly elecled reprefentative for the

faid city, notwithftanding the petitioner had a

clear majority of 192 legal votes in his favour,

and ought to have been returned accordingly ;

and that the conducfl of the mayor and his confede-

rates, is a manifeft injuflice to the petitioner, an

open violation of the rights and franchifesof the

legal freemen and voters of the faid city, and

a daring infringement of the orders of this

houfe. Sec,*'*

The petition figned by the freemen was alfo

read, and alledged, " that by thofe proceedings

of the faid mayor and his confederates, the peti-

tioners, and the reft of the legal freemen of the

faid city, are grofsly injured, and their rights, li-

berties and franchifes were grofsly violated and

invaded, &c/*t

These petitions being referred to a hearing at

* Journals, Vol. XXIX. 105. + Ibid. ibid.

thp
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tlie bar of the houfe, upon the 4 th ofMay follow-

ing, a motion was made, and the queflion being

propofed, that 215 perfons made, or pretended

to be made, free of the city of Durham, fince the

death of Henry Lambton, Efq. late member of

parliament for the faid city, had not a right to

vote in the late ele6lion of a citizen to ferve in

parliament for the faid city.

The houfe, on the following divifion, deter-

mined in the affirmative.

Yeas 88

Noes y2

Majority for the queftion 16

Mr. Gowlandwas next, on a motion, declared

not duly'eleded.

And it was refolved, that major general John

Lambton was duly eleded to ferve in that par-

liament for the city of Durham.

It was then ordered, that the deputy clerk of

the crown fhould attend the houfe as the next

morning to amend the return for the faid city

of Durham, by razing out the name of Ralph

I Gowland
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Gowland, Efq. and inferting the name of John

Lambton, Efq. inftead.*

Thus were the rights of the people triumphant

over the illegal and arbitrary influence of corpo-

rative authority. And to prevent the poflibility

of fuch an abufe of municipal power in future^

the famous ftatute, known by the name of the

Durham Aft, was pafled in the 3d of his prefent

Majefty. By this aft no perfon has a right to

vote, who has not been poifefTed of their fran-

chife twelve calendar months before the firfl day

of the eleftion. This aft does not extend toper-

fons who are entitled to their freedom of right

by the cuftom of the borough ; for fuch may be

admitted at any time previous to an eleftion, or

even during the poll.

In Durham, perfons acquire their freedom ei-

ther by fervitude or eleftion into companies at

certain guilds, holden by thofe companies. The

admiffion by the mayor is a mere ceremony ; for

when there was no mayor, they were entitled to

vote formcmbers of parliament.

Number of Voters, 1200.

Returning Officer, .

* Journals, Vol. XXIX. 337.
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ESSEX.

POLITICAL CHARACTER.

Since the expenfive conteft of the late Mr,

Luther, for the reprcfentation of this county

the opulent gentlemen amongft the whigs and

tories have contented themfelves, in order to'

avoid the ruinous cxpence of a county conteft

tvith each fending one member. EfTex, like

three fourths of the Englifli counties, is by this

Compulfory coalition deprived, de fa5fOi of any

reprefentation 5 for, upon every political divi-

lion, the members, by dividing againft each other,

prefcrve fo nice a balance, as to give the whole

height to the nominal reprefentatives of the

immaculate boroughs. But when it is confidcred

that all the counties in England fend but eighty

reprefentatives, and the decayed boroughs upwards

of four hundred, they could give no eff'edlual fup-

port to the caufe df the people they reprefent,

were their eledions ever fo pure, or their union

ever fo complete.

This county lies in the province of Canter-

bury and diocefe of London. It is divided into

?,o hundreds^ and contains 24 market towns, but

no city, 34,800 houfes, 208,800 inhabitants, and

Vol. L R 4^5
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415 parilhes. In fends 8 members to parlia^

ment ; two knights for the fhire ; two burgelfes

for Colchefter, two for Harwich, and two for

Maiden.

COLCHESTER.

Political CHARAGTER.-^This borough has

derived a diftinguifhed charader in the annals of

controverfy and corruption. The feveral contefts

between Mr. Rebow and Mr. Fordyce, the once

eminent banker ; Mr. Chriftopher Potter^ the

contractor, with the late Sir Edmund Affleck ; and

the more recent oppolitions between Mr. Tiernay

and Sir George Jackfon, have produced fome very

curious anecdotes, which,, if the compafs of our

work would admit us to relate them, mull create

a blufli even on the face of political profligacy.

Sir Thomas Webfter, having reprefented this

town, in what was called the penfioned parlia-

ment of Charles 11. became fo difgufted with the

parliamentary depravity of that body, as to take a

refolution to abandon them and the caufe of the

people in that houfe, where he faw no pofTibility

of either oppofing the defpotic meafures of the

court, or fupporting the liberties of his country.

He wrote accordingly a letter to his conftituents

on the eledion of the firfl parliament of James II.

which.
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"which met on the 2ifl of March, 1685, decUning

the rcprefentation of a people, whofe delegated

legiflature was Converted into an engine of defpo-

tifm, by the corrupt miniflers of an arbitrary

king, and requefting them to choofe another

reprefentative ; he then abfented himfelf from

the town and its connexions. On the day of

eledlion, however, his former conftituents, with

a virtue and manlinefs of condudl peculiar to

real independence, and which we are forry they

have not imitated upon more recent occafions,

refolved to re-eled: their old member, whofe

integrity they had tried, and whofe attachment

to the caufe of liberty was not to be fhaken.

Without folicitation, therefore, or expence, and

even without his own acquiefcence. Sir Thomas was

again deputed the aiTertor of their rights in par-

liament. The court candidate, in whofe favour

every exertion of influence had been made with-

out fuccefs, had recourfe to the ilratagem, fo

frequently pfadifed before the ellablifhment of

the Grenville adl, of petitioning parliament, and

procuring himfcif to be voted into his feat by the

ftrength of the minifter in the houfe^ This

petition was accordingly brought to hearing ; and

Sir Thomas Webfter, who had been deCled by a

Gonfiderable majority, without expence or folicita-

R 2 tion.
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tion, and even without his knowledge or content

^

was voted guilty of bribery and corruftion^ arbd hi&

courtly opponent voted into his feat.

We are forry not to be able to trace the con-

dudl; of thefe elecflors by fimilar ads of patriotic

fortitude down to the prefcnt moment. One

inftance indeed occurs of a choice, that reflecls

equal honour on the conftituents and the reprc-^

fentative. Sir Robert Smyth, Bart* was flopped

in his carriage, as he was palling through thia

tpwn^ at the general election in 1 7 80, and eleded

by a very refpeclable majority, out of the fame

refpedl to his private and public virtues, they had

before fhewn in their affedlion for Sir Thomas

Webfler. They however tarnifhed the apphufe

fo liberally obtained, by fuffering the fame gen-

tleman, at the fubfequent eledion in 1784, after

an independence and integrity of condud which

ought to have endeared him to his conftituents as

it has done to his country, not only to be put to

an immoderate expence, but to be obliged to

apply to a committee of the houfe of commons,

to recognife his claim to that feat to which their

undue return of his opponent, Mr. Potter, com-

pelled him.

It is remarkable, that of three violent contefls

which have happened in this borough, that of

Alexander
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Alexander Fordyce, Efq. againft Mr. Gray and

Mr. Rcbow, in 1768 ; the fecond, of the fame

gentlennan and Robert Mayne, Efq. in 1780,

againft Sir Robert Smyth and Mr. Rebow 5 and

the third in 1781, between Chriflopher Potter,

Efq. and Sir Edmund Affleck—Mr. Ford>Te,

Mr. Mayne, and Mr. Potter, the unfuccefsful

candidates, ail appeared in the -lift of bankrupts

within a very fhort time of their refpedlive de-

feats ; and the ruinous expences- of a Colchefter

contefl was fuppofed to have contributed, in no

fmall degree, to their misfortune.

The influence under which this town has the

mifery to labour, in common with moft others,

although in different degrees, is that of the

corporation, who poffcfs the abfurd power of

making foreigners, by which it is underftood,

- mn-reftdents, and others, who have no natural or

legal claim to fuch a right, freemen of the faid

borough. This will always enable them to manU"

failure a majority in favour of any candidate whofe

intereft they may choofe to efpoufc.

No lefs than four petitions from this borough

have been tried fince the exiftence of the Gren-

yille aft, viz. Affleck verfus Potter, Smyth verfus

Potter, Ticrnay verfus Jackfon, and Tiernay

verfus Thornton and Jackfon; and from the

R 3 com-
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complicated nature of their conilitution there

are likely to be ten times as many more. The

only remedy for this expenfive evil is the efla-

blifhment of the right of election where the

conftitution originally veiled it—in all the houfe-

keepers^ without diftindion, throughout Great

Britain.

Corporation.—This town is governed by a

mayor, high-fleward, a recorder or his deputy,

1 1 aldermen, a chamberlain, a town - clerk,

1 8 afliflants, and i8 common-council. The

mayor and aldermen for the time being, with

48 guardians, are alfo a corporation for the

benefit of the poor. It was next incorporated

by William III. and afterwards in 1763. It is

a liberty of itfelf, containing 4 wards, and 16

parilhes, within and without the walls.

Corporation Case.—In 1735 one William

Seaber executed a bond to the mayor and com-

monalty. Tn 1740, judgments of oufler were

pronounced againft all the pcrfons ading, de

fa^foy as mayor and aldermen in Colchcfter : all

thofe perfons were dead before 1763 : and on the

9th of September, 1763, the prefent charter was

granted and accepted. In Eafler term, 1766,

the new corporation brought an adlion pf debt

on Seaber's bond againfl his executor.

The
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The queflion was, therefore, whether the prefent

corporation could maintain the adion ? This was

involved in another queflion—whether the old

corporation was diflblved in 1763 ?

On this the opinion of Lord Mansfield was,

*' The corporation is not diiTolved by the judg-

" ments of oufter, and fubfequent deaths of the

** mayor and aldermen, though .they are without

" their magiflrates. Their conflitution is not

** deflroyed and gone ; their former rights remain.

" Would not a freeman of Colchefter flill con-

" tinue to have a right to common^ or to vote for

" members of 'parliament F"

" I am clear, upon principles of law, that, the

*' old corporation was not uhfolutely diffohed and

" annihilated, though they had loft their magif-

" trates. Where there is a judgment againft the

" corporation itfelf, the cafe would be of a dif-

" ferent confideration."

The other juflices, Wilmot, Yates, and Aflon,

concurred with his lordfliip.

Right OF Election—28 March 1696. "the

Cotnmittee reported. That the right of election for

Colchefter, in EfTex, was agreed to be in the

fworn burgelTes, not receiving alms.

27 Jan. iniQ, Rejohedy That the mayor of the

borcugh of Colchefler, in the county of ElTex,

R 4 cannot
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cannpt make foreigners free of the faid borough^

without confent of the majority of aldermen an4

common-council.

6 May 1714. Agreed, that the rfghtof elec^

tion is in the mayor, alderm.en, commxOn-council,

and free burgclTes, not receiving alms.

Refolvedy That the right of making foreigners

(not having a right of freedom by birth or fer-

vice) freemen of the borough of Colchefter, in

the county of ElTeXj is in the mayor and free

burgelTes of the faid borough, in common hall

aflembled.

Number of voters—-1400.

RETURNING officer—The Mayor.

Patron—Npne.

Treating.

21 Nov, 1702. Refolvedy That the agents pf

Sir Ifaac Rehow have been guilty of treating, and

.

other corrupt pracftices, in order to procure the

faid Sir Ifaac Rebow to be eleded a burgefs to

ferve in parliament for the borough of Colchefter,

in the county of Elfex.

Orderedy That John Weely^ agent for Sir IJaaQ

Rehowy for his corrupt pradices, in endeavouring

to procure the faid Sir IJ^ac Rehow to be eleded

a burgef^
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a burgefs for the faid borough of Colchefler, be

taken into cuflody.

Contempt of Privilege,

20 Mar, 17 1
3. A complaint being made to

the houfe, that the town clerk of the borough of

Colchefter, having been ferved with an order of

ISjie committee of privileges and eledions for

permitting Nicholas Corfcllis, Efq. and his

agents, to infpedl the free-fchool book, and any-

public books, charters, papers, or records, in

order to the preparing for the hearing of the

matter touching the election for the faid borough,

before the fliid committee, he the faid town clerk

had refufed the fame.

Whereupon one John Summers^ fervant to the

faid Mr. Corfellis, was galled in, and examined

jat the bar, in relation to the matter of the fai4

pomplaint.

And then he withdrew.

Refohed, That nomas Glafiock, town clerk

pf the borough of Colchefter, in t\^ county of

Eifcx, having refufed to obey the order of the

committee of privileges and eledions, for per-

ifcnVimg Nicholas Corfellis ^ Efq. or his agents, to

infpect the public books and records of the faid

borough, be, for th^ faid contempt, taken into

the
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the cuflody of the ferjeant at arms attending this

houfe.

Bribery and Disqualification.

^Aprily 1784. Sir Robert Smith, Bart, prefented

a petition, alleging, that at the laft eledlion for

the borough of Colchefter, Sir Edm. Affleck, Bart.

Chrifl. Potter, Efq. and the petitioner, were can-

didates ; that the petitioner had the majority of

legal votes; but that the mayor, from partiality

to Mr. Potter, illegally rejedled rightful votes

for the petitioner, and admitted illegal votes for

Mr. Potter ; that Mr. Potter, by thefe means,

and alfo by bribery, had procured himfelf to be

unlawfully returned—" And that a commiflion

of bankruptcy was ilTued againft the faid Chrifl.

Potter, on the 17th of April 1783, and he was

therefore found and declared a bankrupt; and

on the fecond day of the month following, an

aflignment of all his eftates and efFecfts whatfo-

cver was made for the benefit of his creditors

;

and that at fuch time the faid Chrifl. Potter

had no freehold eftate whatfoever ; and from the

cftate and effeds of the faid Chrifl. Potter, the

petitioner is informed, no more than two fhiU

lings and fixpence in the pound has been paid

to his creditors : And for thefe reafons, the peti-

tioner
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ftioner begs leave to reprefent to the houfe, that

the faid Chriftopher Potter had not, at the time of

the faid eledlion, fuch an eftate, in law or equity,

for his own ufc and benefit, of and in lands, tene-

ments, or hereditaments, as qualified him to be

eledcd and returned to ferve as a member for

the faid borough, according to the law in that

behalf made and provided; and- that the faid

Chrifl. Potter was not capable of being elected

and returned."

Upon hearing the petition, both parties ad-

mitted that Sir Edmund Affleck, according to

.the following poll, was duly eledled.

For Affleck 665

Potter 425

Smyth 416

At the elecflion, Mr. Potter being called upon,

delivered in an affidavit, fworn before the mayor,

of his having a fufflcient eflate.

The counfel proceeded to invalidate the elec-

tion of Mr. Potter, on the fubjedl of difqualifica-

tion—They alleged, that he had not complied

with 23 George II. c. 20, which requires that

all members of the houfe of commons (with

fome exceptions), before they prefume to vote,

or fit in the houfe, fhall publicly deliver in at the

table, while the houfe is fitting, a fchedule of

their
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their qualifications, fpccifying the fituation, &c,

and fhali take and fubfcribe an oath of the truth

of the fchedule. The oath is to be enrolled,

and the fchedule filed by the clerk ; and the

eledlion of a member not complying with this

ad, or not being duly qualified, fnali be declared

void, and a new writ ilFue.

The counfel then referred to the inflances of

Honiton, Weymouth, Maiden, and BofTmay, as

cafes in point, proving that the houfc had deemed

the eledion of members, fo refufing, void.

The counfel for the fitting member anfwered,

that Mr. Potter had complied with the flatute of

9 Anne ; which requires an oath of qualification

at the time of election, or before the meeting of

parliament, by fwearing to his qualification when

requefted. And the ftatute of ^3 George II.

only requiring members, wben they take theirJeats,

to give in and fwear to the fchedule of their

qualifications, he was free from the penalty of

that ad, from not having yet taken his feat.

With refped to his being difqualified by his

bankruptcy, this was fufficiently anfwered, from

his having obtained a certificate that might fince

have enabled him to acquire fufficient property

for qualification. The allegation^, his counfel

faid, ought to have been fuch ^s, if true, would

hav^
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have cdnvided the fitting member of perjury in

his affidavit; for that alone would prove the

incapacity.

Suppofing the fitting member to have difobeyed

the ftanding order, the point contended for

would not ^ be the confequence of this conflruc-

tion ; for the counfel obferved, that the houfe

of commons could not make a legal difqualification\

this was only to be effected by the v»^hole legifla-i

ture. He contended, that iXit cafes adduced

were not in point'; they were only juft examples

of practice refpedling the order they depended on^

and no more. It was impoilible, he faid, to find

SI cafe fo applicable to the prefent, as to enable

the committee to follow, without oppofition froixi'

Mr. Potter.

After a fliort reply from the counfel for the

petitioner, the committee

Rejolvedy That the petition prefented by Sir

Robert Smith, Bart, does contain an exprefsf

charge of want of qualification againfl the fitting'

member.

Rejolvedy That Chriflopher Potter, Efq. has

iiot complied with the flanding order of the

houfe of the 21ft November 171 7, which re~

*' quires that the qualification exprefsly objedied to

jn any petition relating to his ekdion, fhall,

within
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within 15 days after the petition is read, give

to the clerk of the houfe of commons a paper,

figned by himfelf, containing a rental or par^

ticular of the lands, tenements, and heredita-

ments, whereby he makes out his qualification."

*^ Determined:, That thelaft eledlion ofmembers

to ferve in parliament for the borough of Col-

chefter, in the county of Efiex, is, fo far as re-

lates to Chriftopher Potter, Efq. a void elec-

tion.**

Thefe refolutions being communicated to the

bar, the counfel for the petitioners refumed that

part of their cafe by which they claimed the feat

for their client ; and propofed to fhew that he

had a majority over Mr. Potter, by difqualify-

ing ten of his votes, which would leave the

numbers for Mr. Potter 415, and for Sir Robert

Smyth 416.

After a few more obfervations from the counfel

for the fitting member, the committee, July 5,

« Refolvedy That the eledion of Chrift. Potter,

Efq. for the borough of Colchefl:er, having been

declared void, the counfel be reftrained from

entering into any examination relative to the

difqualification of votes on the poll for the faid

borough of Colchefter.*'

On
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On the fame day the chairman reported to the

houfe, " That the committee had determined, as

before dated, that the election for members to

ferve in parliament for the borough of Colchefter,

in the county of ElTex, is, fo far as relates tp

Chriftopher Potter, Efq. a void eledlion."

A new writ was in confequence ordered to be

ifTued.

MALDEN.
Political Character.—The influence in

this borough, if a pofitive one may be faid to

exill, is between Jofeph Holden Strut, Efq. and

Charles Callis Weftern, Efq. the prefent mem^
bers. The houfe of commons having, with great

jufticc, determined, that honorary freemen, and

freemen claiming their right by purchafe, have

not a right to vote for members to ferve in par-

liament for this place, effedually prevents the

fabrication of votes for time-ferving purpofes,

which has been pradlifed at Durham, Carlifle,

Seaford, and other places. The number not ex-

ceeding 200, is too fmall to place them beyond

the grafp of venality and influence, as we have

feen experienced by the convidion of the late

Bamber Gafcoigne, Efq. for bribery, and cor-

rupting the eledors of this borough.

% CpR.
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CorI>oration.—It is at prefcnt governed hy

2 bailiifs, S aldermen^ a lleward, recorder^ and

1 8 capital burgcfles. It is a liberty within itfclfy

and has a convenient harbour. It was incorpo-

tated I Philip and Mary, 1554.

Borough English.

There is a cuftom in this place^ that^ when a

inan dies inteftate, his lands and tenements de-

fcend to his youngeft fon 5 or, if he dies without

ifllie, to his youngeft brother. This cuflom is

termed Borough Englijhy and is faid to have arifen

from the lewdnefs and tyranny of the ancient

feudal lords, who, when any of thofe who held

tinder them married, claimed the firft night with

the bride : as fome doubt, therefore, naturally

arofe, whether the firft-born child was legitimate,

this cuftom was ellabliflied to exclude fuch child

from the inheritance, and the youngeft was pre-

ferred, as being the mofi: diftant from fufpicion.

Right of Election.—May 20, 171 5, Mr.

Hampden (according to order) reported, &c. as

follows

:

I. Refohed—That it is the opinion of this com-

mittee, that the right of election of m.embers to

ferve in parliament for the borough of Mal-

der^, in the county of Ellex, is in fuch free-

5 men
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men as do not receive alms, and are entitled

to freedom by birth, marriage, or fervitude.

2. Refolved—That it is the opinion of this com-

mittee, that fuch perfons ^vho derive their

right to freedom from honorary freemen of the

borough of Maiden^ in the county of Eflex,

have not a right to vote in the eledion of

members to ferve in parliament for the faid

boroDgh.

2' Refolved—That it is the opinion of this com-

mittee, that perfons claiming their freedom by

purchafe, and exerciiing trades within the

borough of Maiden, in the county of EfTex,

have not a right to vote in the election of

members to ferve in parliament for the faid

borough.

4. Refolved—That it is the opinion of this com-

mittee, that John Comyns, ferjeant at law,

having, at the late eledion of members, to

ferve in parliament for the borough of Maiden,

in the county of ElTex, wilfully refufed to

take the oath of qualification, as is diredled

by an ad of parliament of the 9th of Anne,

(entitled, '' An Acl for fecuring the freedom

•* of Parliaments, by the further qualifying the

" Members to fit in the Houfe of Commons,")

though duly required fo to do, and not having

at any time before the meeting of this parlia-

VoL. I. S ment
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ment taken the faid oath, his eledion is there-

by void.

The faid refolutions being feverally read a

fccond time, and the queflion being feverally put

upon the three firft of the faid refolutions. That

the houfe do agree with the committee in the

faid reiolutions

;

It pafled in the negative.

The reft of the refolutions being feverally

read a fecond time, were, upon the queftion feve-

rally put thereupon, agreed unto by the houfe.

Number of Voters—195.

Returning Officers—The two bailiffs.

Patrons—Mr. Strut and Mr. Weftern.

Pension.

In the penfion-lift of Charles II. Sir Richard

Wifeman, one of the members for Maiden, had

loocl. a year penlion, and was keeper of one of

the treafurer's parliamentary tables.

HARWICH.
Political Character,—This was formerly

a treafury borough, and numbered amongft the

appendages to the influence of government. But

the celebrated John Robinfon, efq. of parlia-

mentary notoriety, managed with fo much dex-

terity its political attachment, while he was- in

the
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the employment of a late adminiflration, as t6

fecure to himfelf that patronage, which he had

before exercifed officially.

The right of election being in thirty-two indi-

viduals, mofl of whom are, by themfelves or their

relations, in poffeffion of thofe favours which the

ex-fecretary had fo amply the power of dillribu-

ting, nothing but an oppofition to a future admini-

flration can polfibly fhake the omnipotency ot

his influence : but as he pofTelTes the lucrative

office of furveyor-general of the crown lands,

and a penfion of loool. per annum, we prefume,

upon his well-known attachment to gocd tktngSy

that fuch an ad of tergiverfation is not likely, to

happen.

Corporation.—This townwas firfl made a bo-

rough, and incorporated, in the reign of Edw. II.

by Thomas Brotherton, earl of Norfolk, and

marfhal of England. It received a new charter

in the time of James I. by the intereft of the

learned and celebrated Edward Coke, the attor-

ney-general, and afterwards recorder of this town

for life. This charter, and all other immunities

belonging to the town, were^ through the media-

tion of Sir Harbottle Grimftone, their recorder

at that time, and mafter of the rolls, confirmed

by Charles II. The corporation at prefent con-

fifts of a mayor, chofen annually on St. Andrew's

S 2 day.
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day, out of eight aldermen. There is alfo a

recorder and twenty-four capital burgefles. The
mayor has the power of keeping admiralty

courts, which have a jurifdidlion over aU naval

aifairs.

Right OF Election.—April 6, 1'ji 4., Re/olved^

That the right of eledlion to ferve in parliament

for the borough of Harwich, in the county of

Eflex, is in the mayor, aldermen, and capital

burgefles, or headboroughs of the faid borough,

refiding within the faid borough.

Number of Voters—32.

Returning Officer—The mayor.

Patron—John Robinfon, efq.

Pension.

In the peniion-lift of Charles II. It appeared

that Thomas King, efq. a member for Harwich,

had a peniion of 50I. a feflion, belides meat,

drink, and now and then a fuit of clothes.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE.

JL HIS county is in the province of Canter-

bury, and is a diocefe of itfelf. It is divided

into 30 hundreds, and contains one city, and

25 market towns, in which are 280 parilhes,

26,700 -houfes, and 162,568 inhabitants, who

ar^
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are reprefented in parliament by eight members

chofen as follows : Two knights of the fhire for

the county ; two citizens for the city of Glou-

cefler; two burgefles for the borough of Ciren-

celler; and two burgefTes for the borough of

Tewkfbury.

GLOUCESTER COUNTY.

Political Character.—The predominant

influence in this county is that of the D uke of

Beaufort, and the Earl of Berkeley. There was,

indeed, a powerful conteft in 1776, upon Mr.

Southwell being called to the houfe of peers, in

which the numbers upon the poll were nearly

equal ; but it was a conteft between the interefl

of thefe two noblem n for fuperiority : W. B.

Chefter, efq, being fupported by the fojrmer,

and the Hon. George Cranfield Berkeley by the

latter. Mr. Chefter obtained the majority upon

the poll : a petition was prcfented and tried

againft his return, in which he eventually fuc-

ceeded. This was the firft county petition tried

under the Grenville adt. The above noblemen

are now coalefced, and each has his friend in the

reprefentation^

S3 A MEMBER.
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A MEMBER CHOSEN WITHOUT HIS CONSENT.

It is fo far unneceflary to be a candidate in

order to be a member, that a perfon may be

choien and returned without either his knowledge

or confenr. This is proved by a circumflance

which happened at an eledion for this county,

as reported by Glanville. The committee and

the houfe determined, April 9, 1624, ^^^^ ^^^

Thomas Eftcourt, having a majority of votes on

the poll, was duly elected and returned, although

he had declared, at the ek^iorty that he defired nof

to he chojen,

GLOUCESTER.

Political Character.—This city is at pre-

fent independent; a remarkable inftance ofwhich

was ;,'\envUpon the death of Sir Charles Barrow,

in 1780, vhen the citizens oppofed the intereft

of the duke of Norfolk, and, after a poll of fifteen

days, obtained a vicftory by a majority of one

vote.

,
The Duke of Norfolk is an alderman and re-

corder of this corporation, and mod of the body

corporate are in his grace's intereft. Lord

Vifcount Sydney has an intereft in the city, arifing

from
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from the property he inherits of the late George

Selwyn, efq.

Corporation.— According to Sir Robert

Atkins' Hiftory of Gloucefterfhire, this city was

incorporated by Henry III. when he was crowned

there. It was then governed by a mayor, alder-

men, &c. But the inhabitants refigning their

charter, in 1672, to Charles II. he granted them

another in the 24th of his reign, by which the

city and county is governed by a fleward, mayor,

12 aldermen, a recorder, two IherifFs, 26 com-

mon council, a town clerk, a fword bearer, and

four ferjeants at mace. For the better regulating

the trade of the city, there are twelve companies,

whofe mafters attend, in their gowns, the mayor,

on all public occafions : thefe are the mercers,

in which are included the apothecaries, grocers,

and chandlers ; the weavers, the tanners, the

butchers, the bakers, the fmiths and hammer-

men, among whom are the goldfmiths, iron-

mono-ers-, coopers, and joiners ; the fhoemakers,

metal-men, taylors, barbers, and glovers.

Right of Election-^Is in the inhabitants

and freemen.

Number of Voters—3000.

Returning Officers—The IherifTs,

Patrons—None.

S 4 CIREN^
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THIS borough has been form any years at the

difpofal of Earl Bathurft, who has a feat in the

•neighbourhood, and pofTefTes a confiderable pro-

perty in the town and its vicinity. His lordfhip

is alfo lord of the manor of this borough, and his

fteward afTumes the powers of returning officer,^

the charter having been forfeited fo long fince as

the reign of Elizabeth.

There have been many refolutions of the com*

mittees of the houfe on the right of eledion for

this borough, but none of them have received the

fandion of the houfe of commons; the right

is confequently undefined. The only refolution

upon the journals is, the general one of the iflof

May, 1624, which neither excludes any part of

the borough, nor any defcription of its inhabi-

tants : but the fleward of Earl Bathurft, who ads

as returning officer, rejedls the votes of the

Abbey, the Emery, and the Springate - lane,

which he juflifies under a refolution of a com-

mittee of 1709, though that refolution waS nega-

tived by the houfe of commons.

Mr. Crefwell made a fuccefsful oppofition to

this intereft in 1768, and Mr. Prefton did the

fame at the laft eledion in 1790, at the rilk of

a peti-
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a petition, which coft fcvcral thoufand pounds?,

to afcertain a right of elediion, where complin

cated errors have rendered the tafk impoflible.

Corporation.— This town being incorpo-*

rated, as above, by. Henry IV. it was governed by

a mayor, two conftables, and the commonalty,

who were deemed part of the corporate body

:

but this charter was cancelled in the reign of

Elizabeth.

Right op Election.—May 21, 1624. That

where no cuflom nor charter for eledion, there

the inhabitants houfeholders ought to make the

cledion.

Nov. 4, 1690. . Refolved, by the committee,

that the inhabitants of the borough of Cirencefler

(in com. Gloucefter.) receiving a charitable dona-

tion, commonly called hye-moneyy have not a right

to vote in elediing burgeiTes to ferve in par-

liament.

Refolved, That the inhabitants of the borough

of Cirencefler being inmates, have no right to

vote in eleding burgelTes to ferve in parliament.

Upon the quellion, the houfe did not agree

upon the firft refolution, but agreed unto the

fecond.

Bee. 8, 1709. The qiieflion being put, that

the inhabitants of the Abbey^ tjie Emery^ and the

Sprin*
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SpringateMne (not receiving alms) have a right

to vote in eleding members to fcrve in parlia^

ment for the borough of Cirencefter (com. GIou-

eefter j

;

It palTed in the negative.

The ftate of the poll at the laft eledion was.

For Lord Apfley - 293

Richard Mafter, efq. 262

Robert Prefton, efq. 254

Number of Voters—600.

Returning Officer—The fleward.

Patron—Earl of Bathurft.

TEWKESBURY.

Political Character.—This borough is not

under the immediate influence of any individual.

Its independence is evinced by the honour it

derives from fo exemplary a reprefentative as

Mr. James Martin, whofe integrity has mani-

fefted that rigid virtue, which fo defervedly

ennobled the Grecian and Roman charadlcr.

To the honour of the Britifh fenate it fhould

be recorded, that being offered a fhare in the

very advantageous loan cf 1783, to a very great

amount, he difplayed the true dignity of parlia-

mentary independence, by communicating to the

houfc
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houfe the infult that he conceived to be offered

to the legiflative ^iTembly of the nation.

Ancient representation.—This town re-

ceived firft its privileges from Edward II. which

were confirmed by feveral of his fuccefTors ; but

it did not return to parliament before the 7th of

James the Firft.

Corporation.—Tewkefbury being re-incor-

porated by James I. it was then governed by

24 burgefTcs, from whom are chofen annually two

bailiffs, who are the ruling magiflrates, and have

jurifdidlion within the borough, exclufive of the

juftices of the peace for the county.

Right of Election.—Is in the magiftrates

and inhabitants paying fcot and lot.

Number of Voters.—Suppofed 'to be about

500.

Returning Officers.—The bailiffs.

HAMPSHIRE.

1 HIS county, exclufive of the Ifleof Wight, is

divided into 39 hundreds, containing one city,

20 market towns, and 253 parifhcs. It lies in the

province of Canterbury, and the diocefe of Win-

chcfter. It fends 26 members to parliament,

returned as follows :—Two knights by the county,

and
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and two burgcfles by each of the following towHsj

Southampton, Portfmouth, Newport, Yarmouth,

and Newton in the Ille of Wight, Lymington or

Liminton, Chriflchurch, Andover, Whitchurch,

Petersfield, and Stockbridge.

Political Character.—This county has,

from its maritime fituation, many ports in it,

where a great number of cuftom-houfe officers,

and others, under the immediate controul of

government, relide. The interefl ariling from

this connexion, as well as from the dock-yard at

Portfmouth, is fo great, as to fuperfede ariflocracy

itfelf; and the adminiftration for the time being

liave generally the nomination of its members,

which may be eafily evinced by the lad return^

when the numbers were, for

Sir W. Heathcote, bart. 2013

William Chute, efq. - 1 805

Lord J. RulTel - - 1290

J, C. Jervois, efq. - 1232

PORTSMOUTH.
Political Character,—The right of elec-

tion in this town being exclufive in the corpora-

tion, confiding of a mayor, recorder, 1 2 aldermen,

and an indefinite number of burgefles, like that

of Plymouth, the fame influence prevailed here

for a great number of years, and the admiralty

was
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was always admitted to have the nomination of its

members. This corporation, however, being

chiefly compofed of men of independent fortunes,

and inimical to the American war, and to the

unconftitutional meafures of Lord North's admi-

niftration, refufed to accept the miniftcrial nomi-

nation of the late Peter Taylor, efq. the army

commilFary, upon the death of the late Sir Mat-

thew Featherftonhaugh, in 1774, and invited

Joihua Iremonger, of Whereweil, in this county,

a gentleman of great opulence and independence,

to oppofe the government intereft. The patriotic

party had not yet acquired a, fufficient . (Irength

to overcome that influence which had ufually

prevailed here, fo that Mr. Taylor carried his

cledion by a majority of three votes.

This oppolition to government irritated them

-to fuch a pitch, as to caufe them, the enfuing

term, to move the court of King's Bench for in-

formations in the nature of^0 PFarranlo, againfl:

> the mayor, feveral of the aldermen, and 6^ of

the burgefTes. Thefc informations having been

feverally obtained, and trials had thereon, judg-

ment of oufter was iiTued againft the whole

number. Similar informations were then moved

on behalf of the patriotic againft the minifl:e-

rial
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rial party, and 29 of the latter were likewife

culled.

Thefe judgments left the corporation without

a mayor or recorder : only four aldermen remained

in their offices, and a few of the burgeflcs. Admi-

niftration had now fo far fucceeded, as to have

a clear majority in this garbled corporation ; but,

of the four remaining aldermen, Wm. Carter,

fen. efq. Mr. White, Mr. Linzee, and Mr. Var-

loe, the two former being in the independent

interefl, and the two latter in that of government

;

and as the power of making aldermen, and nomi-

nating candidates for the office of mayor, is vefted

by the bye-laws of the corporation in the court of

aldermen, no eledlion could legally be made for

either. The majority of burgeiTes who were in

the interefl of government, however, aflembled,

and affiamed to themfelves a power of choofing a

mayor, and eleded Mr. Monday, an officer of the

cuiloms in this port, and one of the burgefles,

into that office. This eledion being illegal,

judgment of oufler was foon obtained againft

him; but the burgefles flill perfevered in the fame
mode of cledlion ; and as often as judgment of

oufter was obtained againft one, they fet about

eleding another of their own party, and continued

this pradice for nearly nine years, at the expira-

tion
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tion of which time, Linzee and Varloe, the two

minifterial aldermen, died, and left the corporate

power in the hands of their opponents. Tlie Earl

of Sandwich, who had been coniidered the patron

and fupporter of the minifterial party in this bo-

rough, being about this time removed from the

office of lirft lord of the admiralty, they loft that

fupport by which they were enabled for fo many

years to carry on their oppofition.

The two remaining aldermen. Carter and

White, having now the fole command of the

corporation, and the eledtion of mayor of necef-

fity falling upon one of them, Mr. Carter was

accordingly chofen on the Michaelmas day fol-

lowing.

The corporation having once more obtained a

legal form, a court of aldermen was held, the

vacancies were filled up, and a number of new

burgefles el«6led, of fuch a charader and inde-

pendence, as placed them beyond the reach of

improper influence. Sir John Carter, eldefl fon

of the above-named alderman, has everiince been

confidered the leader and patron of this corpora-

tion. The conilitutional objections which we

have to make againft them are, that the majority

of them are non-re(idents ; and that by their

conllitution they eled; each other, without the

fuffrages
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fuffrages of the inhabitants, who are thereby not

only fecluded from their natural right of their

choice of magiftrates, but alfo from the more im-

portant one, of delegating their reprefentatives to

the legiflature, in whom is the difpofal of their

liberty, life, and property.

Right of Election is in thetnayor, aldermen,

and burgelTes ofthe faid borough only, 1695,

24th January.

Ancient state and representation^—-^

This town, which may, from having the only

regular fortification in the kingdom, be termed

the Key of England, was burnt by the French in

the reign of Richard II. At lirft, the town was

fortified by a timber wall lined with earth ; byt

Edward IV. built two forts of free-flone at the

entrance of the harbour, and Henry VII. made it

a garrifon. This town fent members as early as

Winchefter did, which was 23 Edw. I.

Corporation.—Portfmouth was laft incorpo-

rated by Charles I. It is governed by a mayor,

recorder, 1 2 aldermen, and an indefinite number

of burgelTes.

Right of Election.—Jan. 24, 1695, Re-

fohedy That the right of election of burgelTes to

ferve in parliament for the borough of Portf-

moth (in Com. Southampton) is in the mayor^

aldermen, and burgeffes of the faid borough only.

FeK
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PS, 3, 171OJ Refolved, That Jofeph Whitehorn,

efq. who was eleded mayor of the borough of

Portfmouth on the loth day of December, 1709,

and had not duly qualified himfelf for that office

according to \aw, by taking the Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper according to the rites of the

church of England, within one year next before

his eledion^ was not legal mayor of the faid

borough*

Re/olved, That the aldermen, eledled during

the faid pretended mayoralty of the faid Mr.

Whitehorn, are not legal aldermen, and the bur-

geffes eledled during his pretended mayoralty,

have not a right to* vote in eledlions of members

to ferve in parliament foj: the faid borough of

Portfmouth.

Number of Voters—(^o.

Returning Officer—The mayor*

Patron—Sir John Carter.

SOUTHAMPTON.

Political Character.—This town, which

is- a county of itfelf, is remarkable for the refpec-

tability of its corporation, which, like that of

Poole, Co which it is nearly fimilar in its Confti-

tution, is denominated the mayor, bailiffs, and

burgelTes, though it is cuftomary, as at Poole, to

Vol. L T <ompli-.
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compliment fuch of its members as have ferved

the office of mayor, with the title of alderman.

The late Hans Stanley, of famous memory,

reprelented this town near thirty years, and was fo

profufe in the dillribution of court favours, which

it is Vv^ell known were at his difpofal, as to bring

it into the vortex of government boroughs. So

unliable, however, is gratitude thus procured,

that they turned his nephew, the prefent Hans

Sloane, efq. out of its reprefentation, a very few

years after his death.

The influence in this town is principally in the

corporation, although the right of eledion is in

the inhabitant houfeholders paying fcot and lot,

and their number is near fix hundred. The cor-

poration have the power of making non-relident,

or honorary burgelfes ; but they have not yet

abufed it to any extent.

Corporation.—This is the county town, and

was incorporated by Hen. II. and John. It was

next made a county of itfelf, by Hen. VI. who

thus rendered it independent of the Lord-lieu-

tenant ofthe county. By its laft charter, granted

by Charles I. the corporation confifls of a mayor,

recorder, flierifF, and two bailiffs : all thofe who

have ferved any of the foregoing offices, conftitute

the common-council, which confequently are

unlimited
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unlimited ,- but the corporation have a power of

choofing burgelTcs, who, although not members of

the common-council, arc yet of the corporation,

and hiive therefore votes. There are eleven juf-

tices of the peace ; namely, the mayor for the

time being, the bifhop of Wincheiier,the recorder,

the lafl mayor, five aldermen, and two biirgefTes.

All who have palTed the chair are aldermen. The

corporation have feveral ofiicers, as, a tov/n-clerk,

four ferjeants at mace, a town-crier, &c. The

mayor and bailiffs have a court for the recovery

of fmall debts. All caufes are tried in the

Guildhall, where the quarter fefTions are aifo hell.

The mayor is admiral of the liberties, from South-

Sea Caftle, near Portfmouth, to Hurft Caftle,

which is feated on a neck of land that runs fo hx

into the fea as to form the fiiorteft pafTage to the

Ifle of Wight.

It vvas here that Canute ridiculed his flattering

courtiers, by fitting crowned, and in his royal

robes, on the bank of the river, forbidding the

tide to approach his foot-ftool ; but the fca, deaf

to his commands, and regardlefs of his threats,

continued its wonted courfe, and wetting his ma-

jefly's feet and robes, he ftarted up, and upbraided

thofe fyeophants with the groffncfs of their flat-

tery, in pretending that all nature obeyed him.

' T 2 « Let



^'68 SOUTHAMPTON.

" Let this convince you, and all the world/* added

he, " that the power of the greateft monarch is

poor and weak, and that none is truly worthy of

the title of king, but he, whofe will being an

eternal law, the heavens, the earth, and the fea.

obey."

Right of Election.—Dec, 31, 1689, Re^

Jolved^ That the right of eled:ion of burgelTes to

ferve in parliament for the town and county of

Southampton, is in' the burgefles and inhabitant^

of the faid town.

March i^, 1695, Rejolved, That the outliving

burgefles, as well as the burgefles inhabitants,

and other inhabitants paying fcot and lot, have a-

right to vote for eledling members to ferve in par-

liament for the town, and county of the town, of

Southampton.

Returning Officers, ^p-il 3, 1735, Re^

Jolved, That the mayor and bailiffs of the town»

and county of the tow^n of Southampton, are the

returning officers for the faid town and county.

. A SHERIFF RETURNED TO PARLIAMENT.

The inhabitants of Southampton having pre-

fentcd a petition againfl: the return of Mr. Fle-

ming to ferve them in parliament, in confequencc

of his being flienff' of the county at the time of

' hia
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his cicdion, a committee was appointed to take

the faid petition into their coniideration. The

committee met on the loth of Feb. 1777, and,

after hearing counfel and evidence, determined

on the I2th Feb. that the fitting member (Mr.

Fleming) was duly eleded. The chief ground

of their decifion was, that this town, being a

county of itfelf, and that the mayor and bailiffs.

proceeded to the eledlion by virtue of a writ from

the crown, and not under the authority of a pre-

cept from the fheriff of Hampfhire, it did not

incapacitate the fitting member.

Number OF Voters—About 600.

Returning Officers—The mayor and bai--

liffs.

STOCKBRIDGE.

Political Character.—The right of cleclion

in this borough is in the inhabitants houfe-keepers,

paying fcot and lot. The frequent petitions which

have been prefented to parliament on the fcore of

bribery, fhew, either that this borough is more

than ordinarily open to corruption, or that it is^

more Ihamelefs in the exerclfe of it. The peti-

tion of Mr. Barham and Mr. Porter, againfl:

Major Scot and Mr. Cator, the fitting members,

has lately brought a fyfl:em of bribery before the

T 3 houfc
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houfe, more difgraceful than even thofe which,

have been related of Shaftefbury, Hindon, Crick-

ladc, or Shoreham, and caufcd a bill to be brought

into parliament for the disfranchifement of the

borough ; but, by the ufual management prac-

tifed upon thefe occafions, it was difpofed of by

a fide-wind motion. Mr. Barham is now pur-

chafmg up the houfes in the borough, and is

likely to become fole proprietor of it.

The bailiff, who is generally an inn-keeper, or

one dependant upon stn inn-keeper, is the returning

officer at eledions : for ir is faid that the inn-keeper,

in order to have an opportunity ofreceiving bribes

upon thefe occafions, without being liable to the

penalty, has frequently procured one of his own,

hofllers to be elected bailiff, and has himfelf car-

ried the mace before him.

The ingenious Sir Richard Stedc, who repre-

fented this borough in the reign of Queen Anne,

carried his eleclion againfl a powerful oppolition,

by the merry expedient of flicking a large apple

full of guineas, and declaring it fhoulJ be the

prize of that man whofe wife fhould firft be

brought to-bcd after that day nine months, Thk,

we are told, procured him the intereft of the

women, who are faid to commemorate Sir Rich-

ard's bounty to this day, and once made a flre-

nuous
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nuous eiibrt to procure a flanding order of the

corporation, that no man fhould ever be re-

ceived as a candidate who did not offer him-

fclf on the fame terms.

Bribery.

November T5th, 1689. i. Upon fpecial report

from the committee of privileges and eledlions.

of grofs and notorious bribery at an eledion

for the borough of Stockbridge, in com. South-

ampton,

Refohed^ That W. Montague, efq. is not duly

elected a burgefs to ferve in this prefcnt parlia-

ment for the faid borough of Stockbridge.

2. Refolvedy That W. Strode, efq. is not duly

cledted a burgefs,. &c.

3. Rejolved^ That the faid election is a void

eledlion.

4. Ordered, That Richard Hewes, the bailiff,

P. Robinfon Gatehoufe, and S. Hall, be fent for

into cuflody of the ferjeant at arms, for giving

and taking bribes at the faid elcdion.

5. Refohedy That W. Montague, efq. be

difabled from being eledled a burgefs to ferve

in this prefctt parliament for the faid borough of

StoCjkbridge.

T 4 6. That
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6. That a debate, arifing touching the dif-

franchifing the faid borough for ever hereafter

from fending burgefTes to parliament, and that

indead thereof two more knights of the fhire be

»chofen for the county of Southampton.

Rejolved, That the debate be adjourned till

Monday morning next, at ten o'clock.

November 27th, 1789. 7. A petition of

R. Hewes, &c. inhabitants of Stockbridge, that

they were very forry they had incurred the dif-

pleafure of the houfe by difcouraging the giving

money, and by other irregularities at the late

eledtion there, which they had not done, but that

they were fo near ruin by the late king's army

continually quartering upon them, and praying

the conlideration of the houfe, and to be dif-

carged from their confinements. The petitioners

being called up, and feverely reproved by Mr.

Speaker for their offences, were difcharged on

paying their fees,

8. Rejolved, That the faid eledlion for the faid

borough of Stockbridge is a corrupt and a void

cledtion.

9. Refolvedy That the bill be brought in for

difabling the faid borough of Stockbridge to

fend burgelfes to ferve in parliament for thq

future.

And
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And the faid bill was brought in the fame

fcflion, and read a firil and fecond time, and com-

tpittcd.

7th February^ 1^93- lO- A petition of the

bailiffs and inhabitants of the faid borough of

Stockbridge was prefented to the houfe and read,

praying that the bill may be withdrawn, and that

the ancient frame and conflitution of the faid

borough, in fending members to parliament, maj

not be altered.

Refolvedy That the faid petition be rejeded.
'

Eodem diCf 1 1 , Another petition of the bailiff

and inhabitants of th^ town of Stockbridge, pray-

ing to be heard by their counfel againft the faid

bill, was alfo rejected.

12. And the bill was afterwards engrolTed, and

read a third time ; but on the third reading the

queftion being put that the bill do pafs.

It palfed in the negative ; and afterwards,

,Jpril i^tb, 1694, A motion being made, and

the queflion being put, that a warrant be now

directed to the clerk of the crown to make out

a new writ for the electing a burgefs to ferve in

this prefent parliament for the borough of Stock-

bridge, in the county of Southampton, in the

room of Richard Whitbread, efq.

It paffed in the negative.

22« F<?-
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22«> Februariiy 1793.

The Hon. Edward James Eliot reported from

the committee appointed to try and determine the

merits of the Stockbridge petition ;

" That John Cator^ efq, and John Scot, were

not duly elected

;

«* That Jofeph Fofter Barham, efq. and George

Porter, efq. were duly elected, and ought to have

been returned

;

" That William Newman was the proper re-

turning officer at the lad eledlion for the faid

borough of Stockbridge

;

"That it appears to this committee. That

there was the moft notorious bribery and corruption

at the laft eledlion of members to ferve in this

prefent parliament, &c.

" That it is the opinion of this committee.

That the faid bribery and corruption require the

moji/erious confideration of parliament.

" That the faid report be taken into further

confideration on the 7th day of March next.'*

After feveral adjournments, it was ordered, on

the 1 8th day of March following, " That leave

be given to bring in a bill for preventing bribery

and corruption in the eledlion of members to ferve

in parliament for the borough of Stockbridge.

20^ Martii.
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20° Martii,

Mr. E. J. Eliot prciented to the houfe a bill

for the preventing bribery and corruption in the

eledion of members to ferve in parliament for

the borough of Stockbridge, &c.

-A motion being made, That leave be given to

bring in a bill to incapacitate William Bern,

John Horner, William Horner, James Cooper,

William Eles, William Thomas, Thomas Hamer,

John Hulbert, John Hulbert fenior, James Gor-

nal, George Woodford, Thomas Major, John

Abbot, Thomas Mahberley, William Beaumont,

John Goddard, John Bern fenior_, Jofeph Nicho-

las, Benjamin Rogers, Charles Stanbridge, Tho-

mas Cooper, John Elton fcnior, William Elton^

Richard Geary, John Ventham, William Briant,

Edward Hayter, William Cooper, Charles Blun-

denj, John Woodley, Robert Gatehoufe, William

Tonge, John Hulbert fenior, Charles Salter, John

Pither, Job Darnford, John Bofcall^ William

Tibbie, Hugh Goddard, Edward Bartley, Hugh
Cooper, John Saunders, John Edmonds, James

Harris, Thomas Haines, John Elton fenior, James

Elton, Joiiah James, Jofeph Coles, John Arlett,

William Haines, George Sainfbury, Edward Wigg,

William Spencer, William Stacey, William Hal-

bert, Samuel Cole, William Hayter, George

• Reekcs,
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Reekes, Solomon Bedford, Thomas Miller, Jona

Bixey, and John Tultley,* eledtors of members

to ferve in parliament for the borough of Stock-,

bridge, from voting hereafter at eledions of

members to ferve in parliament.

Petitions were prefented and heard againfl the

above bill, which were produdive of various

adjournments ; M an adjournment beyond the

fcflion, as in the cafe of Hindon, Shaftelbury, &c*

took place, and the bill was' loft.

Thefe worthy electors are therefore flill at

liberty to return two members to the houfe of

commons every fuccecding parliament, to repre-»

fent feven millions of people in the Britilh

fenate I

Political Anecdote.

In a penfion-lift publifhed in the reign of

Charles II. there appears the following extraor*

dinary paragraph

:

•* Sir Robert Howard (member for Stockbridge}

auditor of the receipts of the exchequer, ^^.jooo

^er annum. Many great places and boons he has

had ; but his wh—uphil, fpends all, and now

rcfufes to marry him."

Number

* In all, fixty-three, being a confiderabic majority of the-

ele^ors of the boroughs
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Corporation—None.

Right or Election—Is in all the inhabitai^fis

paying fcot and lot.

Returning Officer—A titular bailiff.

Patron—I. Fofler Barham, efq.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Political Character.—There does not ap-

pear upon the journals of the houfe of commons

any refolution refpeding the right of eled:ion in

this borough ; but Brown Willis, and every other

parliamentary writer, flates it to-be in the inhabi-

tants houfeholders, paying fcot and lot. The

corporation have, however, aifumed to themfelves

the exclufive right, for a number of years, without

any oppolition from the inhabitants, and exercifc

it at prefent with wonderful addrefs and manage-

ment.

Edward Hooper, efq. of Heme Court, near

this borough, fenior commiffioner of the cufloms,

has for near fifty years had the controuling interefl

of this corporation, the dired:ion of which he has

lately furrendered to Lord Malmelbury. But

Mr. Rofe, of the treafury, in imitation of his pre-

decelfor, John Robinfon, at Harwich, has, fince

his purchafe of the eitate at Cufnelis, in xhc New
Forefl,
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Forefl-, conceived it convenient to re? life a finlilai*

influence, and has accordingly diredted ' the ttea-

fury artillery againfl the eletlors of Chi-iftchurch

A furrender was foon obtained, and a capitulation

agreed on, by which Mr. Rofe is allowed the

nomination of one of its members. Should any

two gentlemen, however, think it proper to offer

themfelvesat a future vacancy on the right of the

inhabitants, and take the fenfe of a committee

of the houfe of commons by petition, on the

validity of their claim of fuffrage, there is the beft

founded prefumption of fuccefs, as they have not

contrary refolutions of former committees to

combat, as in the cafes of Pomfret and Poole>

but a clear and diftind right eftabliflied by pre-

fcription, and oppofed only by an arbitrary mo-

nopoly, fandioned by a corrupt ufage of a ihort

period.

Right of Election— In the inhabitants

houfeholders, paying fcot and lot ; but at prefent

aflumed and exercifed by the corporation ex-

clufively.

Corporation—confiftsofa mayor, a recorder,

aldermen, bailiffs, and a common-council.

Number of Voters—24
Returning Officer—The mayor.

Patrons — Lord Malmelbury, and George

Rofc, efq.

J Mayor
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Mayor of Christchurch.

It was determined in the cafe of the mayor

of Chriftchurch, in the King's Bench (Stra.

1090) that a bare fwearing in, and adling, does

not make a man an officer, de fa^fOy and that,

unlefs there is fome form of elecftion, he is a

mere ufurper.

LYMINGTON.

Political Character.—The corporation in

this borough, confifting of the mayor and bur-

gelTes, have the exclufive right of the eledlion of

members of parliament, and are ail under the

influence of Sir Harry Burrard, bart. by whofe

means the majority of them have obtained a

number of thofe benevolences, which render

them indeed obnoxious to Mr. Crew's bill ;

but are, notwithftanding that, liberally diftri-

buted by the treafury amongfl: the immaculate

boroughs.

Corporation.—This ancient borough is a

corporation by prefcription, confifting of a titular

mayor, aldermen, and burgefies, without limita-

tion ; the mayor is annually chofen by the bur-^

gefTes within and without the borough, and fwora

at the court-leet of the lord Qf the manor.

Right
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Right of Election.

OBtoher 29, 1691. Refolved, That the mayof

and burgefTes of Lymington only have a right

to eledi a burgefs to ferve in parliament for that

borough.

Jan. 18, 1695. Refohedy That the right of

cleding burgeffes to ferve in parliament for the

borough of Lymington is not in the mayor, bur-

geffes, and commonalty of the faid borough,

paying fcot and lot.

Refolvedy That the right of elejSling members

to ferve in parliament for the faid borough of

Lymington, is only in the mayor and burgeffes of

Lymington, cxclufive of the commonalty, paying

fcot and lot.

Jan. II, 17 10. Refolvedy That the right of

cledtion of burgeffes to ferve in parliament fo^

the borough of Lymington, in the county ot

Southampton, is not in the mayor, burgeffes,

and inhabitants of the faid borough not re-,

ceiving alms.

Refolvedy That the right of ele6tion of bur-

geffes to ferve in parliament for the borough of

Lymington, in the county of Southampton, is

in the mayor and burgeffes of the faid borough

Number
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Number OF Voters—-iS.

RiTURNiNG Officer—The mayor.

YARMOUTH, ISLE OF WIGHT.

Political Character.—Contains about 50

lioufesi cottages included. The right of eledlion

is in the capital and free burgefles. The free bur-

gelTcs are chofen from the capital burgelTes, and

are unlimited by the cdnftitution of the borough

;

but at prefent there are only nine.

Mr. Holmes, and Mr. Jervois Clarke Jervois,

have each their friends and dependants as bur-^

gefles ; and by mutual compadl have agreed that

each fhall nominate one of the two members. The
capital burgefles are equally divided between thd

two parties, as follows :

No. I. Mr. Holmes.

2, His brother-in-law.

2._—— His own brother.

4. .-- - •' > His brother-in-law.

£, >

.

I — His fon-in-law.

6. ^ . The recorder of Newport,

^. Mr. Jervois.

8. -^ A clergyman who has good

preferment by meaa« of

Mr. Jervois's intereft.

Voi. I. U 9, 10.
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9, lO. Mr. Jervois's friends Ih^

in London.

II, 12. —I Live in or near Havant.

Free Burgesses.

No. I . A near relation of Mr. Holmes.

2. A gentleman of Wiltfhire.

3,4. Doubtful if living— conneded witb

No. 2.

5. Formerly a tenant to Lord Holmes.

6. Ditto, and now to Mr. Holmes.

7. Ditto.

8. A barber and flopfeller, the only relident..

9. Colledlor of the fait duties in Chefliire,.

formerly in the Ifle of Wight.

Thefe free burgefles are of old ftanding, and

will not be made capital.—Formerly they were

many (the number being unlimited) ; but in the

year 1756, after a difpute between Mr. Holmes

and Mr. Jervois, and the Leigh family of North

Court, in the ifland (of which Mr. Jervois's lady

was a part), a compromife tobk place, by which it

was flipulated, that a great number of free bur-

gelTes, then newly made, fhould be disfranchifed,,

which was accordingly done ; that each , party

fhould thenceforth name one member ; and, to

keep the interefts even, whenever a capital burgefs-

^lould.die, the fide to which he belonged fhould

immc-
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inimediateiy nominate another perfon to be a free

burgefs, and then make him capital, as the charter

prefcribcs.

From this ftate of fadls, it is plain thdt the fout

members of Newport and Yarmouth arc returned

by only two pcrfons ; three by Mr. Holmes, with

the minifter's afliftance, and one by Mr. Jervois.

The members for Newton arechofen.at prefent

by four perfons; in all, fix members, by fix elecftors

only: and this fmall body may be furtlier ditni-

nifhed by an union of interefts in the borough

of Newton, between the Worfley family and

Mr. Holmes j in which cafe four men would

return fix perfons to reprefent them in parliament.

If this unadorned recital does not imprefs on the

mind the fullefl' conviction ofthe abfolute neceflity

of fome reform in the reprefentation, it is furely

fair to conclude, that the utmofl power of reafon

and eloquence would be exerted in vain.

Corporation confifls of a mayor and twelve

burgelTes, according to a charter granted in the

7th of James I,

Right of Election. Jpril iith^ ^l^li ^'
Jolvedi That the bye-law made the 2 1 ft of Sept*

1670, by the mayor and five chief burgeUes of

Yarmouth in the Ifle of Wight, being the major

part of the chief burgefTes then exifting for

X2J a electing
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cledling free burgefTes by the mayor and five chief,

burgefles, was a good bye-law.

19 Jan. 1769, i^^o/i;<?^. That Thomas Grimes,

efq. being ele(fted a chief burgefs during the pre-

tended mayoralty of John Leigh, efq. whom the

Houfe refolved was not legally eledted a chief

burgefs of the faid borough, was therefore inca-

pable of being eledled mayor of the faid borough,

on the 2 1 ft of September, 1765.

Refolved, That the Rev. Dr. Walker, and the

Rev. Mr. John Oglander, being eleded chief

burgefles during the pretended mayoralty of the

faid Thomas Grimes, were not legal chief bur-

gefles of the faid borough.

Rejolvedy That the eledion of the twenty-five

free burgeflfes, objecfted to by the counfel for the

petitioners, eledled during the prefent mayoralty

of the faid Thomas Grimes, efq. at an afl^embly,

in which the faid Dr. Walker and Mr. Oglander

attended, and voted as two of the five chief bur-

geflfes in the eledtron of the faid twenty burgefles,

was illegal and void.

Number of Voters—21.

"Returning Officer—The mayor.

NEWTON, or NEWTOWN.
Political Character. It is a decayed place,

fomaiiiing only about ip cottages, and of courfe

Ycry
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tcry few inhabitants. The right of election i^

attached to 39 borough lands, or burgage tenures.

One eledlor only rclides in the place ; the burgage

tenures are in the following hands; the real

owners convey them to their relations, friends, or

dependants for life, but in confidence to vote as

diredted by them. The number has been in^

creafed to 39 by fplitting 3; which are therefore

conceived not to be g^od votes.

Sir Richard Worfley (of theie, 2 are fplit) *i3

Sir John Barrington 8

Mr. Holmes (of thefe i are fplit) 7

Sir William Oglander, as truftee for William

' the fon of Edward Meaux Worfley, efq.

(3 fplit) 3
Sir William Oglander 2

John Urry, efq. 2

The co-heirs of John Leigh, efq. i

Maurice Biffet, efq. I

The heir of Robert Pope Blachford, efq. i

William Hill, efq. '
. i

William Harvey, a hufbandman i

39

U3 From

* Two of thefe were fold by Lord Edgecumbe to Sir Richard

Worfley in 1782 for 1000 guineas, though only two decayed

cottages.
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From whence we may fee that the number of

^dual voters is about 23* The revenue-officers

bill has taken off one vote only.

Sir Richard Wprfley and Sir Fitz-William Bar-

rington are at prefent united ; and it is evident,

that with the afliftance of Mr. Blanchford, who

is fon-in-law to the latter, and any one other per-

fon, they have a decifive majority.

Corporation.— None. It has however a

titular mayor, and
.
1 2 burgelTes, chofen by the

lord of the manof.

Right of Election. Jpril 22, 1729, Re-^

Jolvedy That the right of eledion of burgelTes to

ferve in parliament for the borough of Newtown,

in the Ifle of Wight, in the county of South-

ampton, is in the mayor and burgeffes of the

laid borough, having boroug}i lands within the

faid borough.

Number of Voters—39.

Returning Officer—The mayor.

Political Anecdote.

In the peniion-lift of Charles II. this paragraph

fippeared—-*' Sir John Holmes, Sir Robert's bro-

ther, and member for Newtown, a cowardly, baffled

fea-captain, twice boxed, and once whipped with

I dog-whip, was chofen in the night without

the
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the head officer of the town, and but one bur-

gefs prefent ; yet voted thU-.kfl: feifion, and will"

be re-eleded." '^ flil />
^'' ^;f!i '/ '^ci

-

NEWPORT.

Political Character.—This borough \^as

formerly under the influence of the father of the

prefent Duke of Bolton, at whofe deceafe the late

Lord Holmes, of the kingdom of Ireland; took

the lead of the corporation, and held it during his

life. Upon the demife of that nobleman, the

interell defcended with his eflate to his nephew,

the Rev. Leonard Troughear, who has lince taken-

the furname of Holmes, and is the prefent patron

of the borough. This borough contains about

^oohoufes, and between 2 and 30C0 inhabitants ;

out of the niofl: difcrect and fubftantial of whom

the charter direds, that the corporation, confifting

of 12 aldermen and 12 burgeffes, Ihall bcchofen

in the following manner; viz. That when a

vacancy happens in the court of aldermen,- one of

the 1 2 burgefles be eleded to fucceed him ; and

that his place be filled by taking a new burgefs

from among the inhabitants. In this corporation,

conlifting of 24 members, the right of eledling the

members of parliament for the town is veiled.

One wh6 was aii officer in the cuftoms was dis-

U 4 franchifed
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franchifed by a late adl; and 17 only, at moft, of

the eledors are refident.

The following is a lift of the members of the

corporation.

Aldermen, 12.

1. The mayor.

2. The recorder. A mafter in chancery, and

commiiTioner of taxes ; a place worth 500I. per

annnm.

3. An apothecary in the town j not on the beft

terms with the mayor.

4. An attorney ; brother-in-law to the mayor,

l^ut not at prefent on his fide.

5. Brother to the mayor y a commiflioner of

the lottery,

6. Has a gunner's pay in one of the caflles on

the ifland.

7. A <;:lergyman; chaplain to the governor; 2,

Secure.

8. A mercer in Newport,

9. Has agunner*spay.

jQ. The fame.

1 1

.

Nephew to the mayor.

1 2. A brewer in the town.

Burgesses, I2»

1. A land-furveyor in the Cuftoms at Cowes.

2. A captain in the navy 5 married a niece of

the recorder's.

3-

A

i
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3. A relation of the mayor's j captain in the

South Hants militia,

4. A carpenter.

5

.

An inn-keeper in the town.

6. A taylor in ditto ; deputy-keeper under the

mayor of the foreft of Parkhurft, in the ifland.

7. Late a fchool-mafter in the town.

8. Has a gunner's pay.

9. Captain of the Ifle of Wight militia.

10. An apothecary.

11. Son to the alderman, No. 8.

12. Son-in-law to the mayor, and lleward to

the governor of the Ifle.

^he aldermen. No. i, 2, 5, & 1 1, and the bur-

gelTes.No. i. 2, 3, 4, & 12, do not at prefent live

in Newport ; nor did they, but for a few months

previous to their feveral eledlions, when, by taking

houfes, and paying to the rates, they made them-

felves inhabitants, fuch as the charter defcribes j

viz, the moft difcreet and fubflantial.

An Anecdote

Occurs in the hiflory of this borough, whith

deferves to be recorded in charadters of gold.—

•

On the death of the late Lord Holmes, a very

powerful attempt was made by Sir William

Oglander, aad fopij? other neighbouring gentle-

* mei^
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men, to deprive his lordfliip's nephew and fuc^

celTor, the prefent Rev. Mr. Troughear Holmes,

of his influence over this corporation. The num-

ber of that body was at that time twenty-three^

there being one vacancy amongft the aldermen,

occafioned by the recent death of Lord Holmes.

Eleven of them continued firm to the interefl: of

the nephew, and the fame number was equally

eager to transfer that interefl to Sir William

Oglander and the Worfley family. A Mr. Tay-

lor of this town, one of the burgeifes, withheld

his declaration ; and as his vote would decide the

balance of future infTuence, it was imagined that

he only fufpended it for the purpofe of private

advantage. Agreeably to that idea, he wa»

eagerly fought by the agents of each party. The

firft who applied is faid to have made him an

offer of 2000I. Mr. Taylor, had a(flually made up

his mind to have voted with his party ; but the

moment his integrity and independence were

attacked, he reverfed his determination, and re^

folvcd to give his fufFrage on the oppolite fide.

That party, however, like their opponents, being

ignorant of the favour dcfigned them, and of the

accident to which they owed it, affailed him with

a more advantageous offer. He informed them

that he h^d but juft formcjd the rcfolution, in con-

fequencf
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fequence of a fimilar jnfult from their adverfaries,

of giving them his fupport ; but fihce he had

<jifcovered that they were both aiming at power

hiY the fame means, he was determined to vote for

neither of them : and to put himfelf out of the

power of further temptation, he refolved to refign

his gown as a burgefs of the corporation ; which

he accordingly did the next day.

Corporation.—By charter of the 13th of

Charles 11. Newport is governed by a mayor,

eleven aldermen, and twelve burgefles.

Right of Election—Is in the mayor, eleven

jildermen, and twelve burgefTes.

Number of Voters—24.

Returning Officer—The mayor.

Patron — The Rev. Leonard Troughear

Holmes.

.WINCHESTER.
Political Character.—Although this city

has abqv? a thoufand - houfes, its reprefentation

does not extend beyond the corporation, whofe

number is indefinite; but they ftldom exceed

four fcore, the majority of whom are non-relident»

This ancient and opulent city may therefore be

faid to be reprefented by two members, chofen

by fifty individuals collec^lied from various parts

pf the country, whofe only connexion with the

placg
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place is that of having obtained the name of

freemen^ from the fat of the mayor and alder-

men.

The influence was formerly with the Duke of

Bolton ; but for the laft twenty years it has been

alTumed by the late Duke of Chandos, and Henry

Penton, efq. letter-carrier to his Majefty. Since

the death of the Duke of Chandos, his fhare of

the influence has been directed by Mr. Gamon,

brother of the Duchefs of Chandos, and Mr.

Penton, the prefent recorder.

Corporation Here are, by Queen Eliza-

beth's charter, a mayor, recorder, fix aldermen,

two bailiffs, and twenty-four common council-

^en.

RjGHT OF Election.— The members are

cleded by the corporation.

Number of Voters—60.

Returning Officers—The bailiffs.

Patrons—Henry Penton, efq. and Richard

Gamon, efq.

Political Anecdote.

In a penfion-lift of Charles II. the following

anecdote appears : " Sir Robert Holmes, member

for Win^hefter, firft ^n Irilb livery boy, then a

high-^
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highwayman, now bafhaw of the Ifle of Wight,

got in boons, and by rapine, ico.ooo/.—The

curfed beginner of the two Dutch wars.**

ANDOVER.

Political Character.—The corporation of

this town, like that of Chriflchurch, have afiumed

the exclufive privilege of eleflion, but with much

better pretenfions than the latter, as they have

the fandion of a refolution of the houfe of com-

mons, of the I ft of April, 1689, and again con-^

firmed the 28th of January, 1702. The corpo-

ration confifts of twelve capital burgefles, from

amongft whom a bailiff and two other magiftrates

are annually chofen, and twelve afiiftant burgefles..

They have alfo a high fteward, recorder, and

town clerk.

The inhabitants of this town, who are nume-

rous, there being upwards of fix hundred houfes,

have never fubmitred but with regret, and the

ftrongeft oppofition, to the deprivation of their

rights, which they had exercifed till 1689, and

were then disfranchifed by one of thofe arbitrary

refolutions of the houfe of commons, which

brought their decifions into fuch general dif-

repute, as to give life to the Grenville adl, which

is a fecurity to the country againft future en-

croachments
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croachments oh the people's rights ; biit, alas f

it does not remove from the journals thofe nu-

ftierous refolutions of disfranchifement^ which

affedt not only this town^ but the towns of Ban-

bury, Beaumaris, Bewdley, and above a hundred

more, together with the populous cities, of Bath^

Salifbury, Wincheder, &c. dzc. &c. Had the

adls of the tenth, eleventh^ and twenty-eighth

of George III. bertcr known by the name of the

Grenville adls, repealed, or caufcd to be expungedj

all the refolutions of the houfe of commons, re-*

fpecling the right of eledlion in cities, towns

corporate, boroughs, cinque-ports, &c. and then

left the qucllion of right open to a committee of

the houfe of commons, conllitutcd as that ad;-

diredts, and fubjcd to an appeal, as is enaded

in the lafl-mentioned flatute, this intolerable

grievance might in time have been correded,

and the large and popular towns and cities, at

leafl, have been rellored to their natural and

conftitutional privileges.

The political annihilation of cities and towns,

fuch as Ely, Manchefter, Leeds, &c. which for-

merly fent members to parliament, and the li«

mitation of the right of franchife to the corpora-

tions of others, has reduced the conftitution to a

wreck, the reprefentation to a form, the fubftancc

to
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to a fhadow ; and it is now impoflible to reflore

it to its eflence, vigour, and purity, but by ^

radical, effedlual, and univerfal reform.

The patrons of this corporation, who have

the nomination of their members, are the Earl

of Portfmouth, their high fteward, and Jofhua

Iremonger, of Wharewel, efq.

Corporation.—This town, it is faid, had its

firft charter from King John, but was laft incor^

porated by Queen Elizabeth, and is governed bj

a bailiff, a fteward, a recorder, two juftices, nine

capital burgelTes, and twelve alTiftant?, who an-

nually choofe the bailiff, and the bailiff appoints

two ferjeants at mace to attend him.

Right of Election—In the bailiff and feledt

Ijumber of burgelTes onljy ift April, 16B9.

Jan. 28, 1702, Rejolvedy. That the right of

eledtion of burgelTes to ferve in parliament for the

borough of Andover, in the county of Southamp-

ton, is in the bailiff, and feledt number of bur-

gelTes only.

March ^y i7-7r ^efohed. That the approved

men and burgelTes of the borough of Andover

(in com. Southampton), who have petitioned

this houfe, complaining of an undue eledion and

return for the faid borough, and that their votes

were

S
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were refufed by the bailiff, be at liberty to with^

draw the faid petition.

Number of Voters—24*

Returning Officer—The bailiff.

Patrons—Earl of Portfmouth, and Jofhua

Iremonger, cfq.

Briber y«

March 1 7, Rejohedy That the eledors of the

borough of Andover (in com. Southampton),

have endeavoured corruptly to fet to fale the

eledtion of a burgefs to ferve in this parliament

for the faid borough.

Rejolvedy That the lending of money, upon

any fecurity, to a corporation which fend mem^
bers to parliament, and remitting the intcreft of

the fame, with intent to influence the eledion of

fuch corporation, is an unlawful and dangerous

pradlice.

WHITCHURCH.

Political Character.—This borough is the

joint property of Lord Vifcount Sydney and Lord

Vifcount Middleton, of the kingdom of Ireland j

the freeholds which give the right of voting,

being conveyed by thofe noblemen to their re-

fped:ive friends, for the purpofe of performing

the
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freeholds are about feventy, but the adlual num-

ber of eledlors cannot be faid to be more than

two.

CoRPORATioN—None. Here is, however, a

titular mayor, annually chofen at a coutt -Icet of

the dean and chapter of Winchefler, who are

lords of the manor*

Right op Election.—-D?r. 21, 1708, Re^

Jolvedy That the right of eleding burgefles to

ferve in parliament for the borough of Whit-

church, in the county of Southampton, is in the

freeholders only of lands and tenements, in right

of themfeives or their wives, not fplit fmce the

aa of the feventh and eighth years of the reign

of King William*

Number of Voters—70.

Returning Officer—The mayor.

Patrons—Lord Sydney and Lord Vifcount

Middlcton.

PETERSFIELD.
Political Character.—The right of elec-

tion in this borough being in the freeholders of

lands, or ancient dwelling-houfes or fhkmbles,

built upon ancient foundations within the faid

borough, being all the property of W. JoUiffe,

Vol. L X efq.
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efq. the nomination of the members is folely in

himfelf.— This gentleman's political character

is too well known to need any animadverlion

from us. •

Corporation.—This t€>wn was incorporated

hy Queen Elizabeth, and governed by a mayor

and commonalty : yet it has given up all its

privileges to the family of the Hamborrows, now

defcended to Mr. Jolliffe, who is lord of the

nianor, and at whofe court the mayor is now

annually chofen.

Right of Election. May 9, 1727, Mr*

Gibbon (according to order) reported from the

ommittee:

Refolvedy That it is the opinion of this com-

mittee, that the right of election of burgefles

to ferve in parliament for the borough of Peters-

iaeld, in the county of Southampton, is in the

freeholders of lands, or ancient dwelling-houfes

or fhambles, or dv/elling-houfes or fhamblcs

built upon ancient foundations, within the faid

borough.-—Agreed to by the houfe.

Number OF Voters—154.

Returning Officer—The titular mayor.

Patron—William Jolliffe; efq.

Cas^

i
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Case of Bribery.

On ThuiTday the i6th of November, the com-

mittee being met, the petition of Mr. Luttrell

ivas read, the entry of which in the journals

is, verbatim, as follows :

0£f. 31, 1775. A petition of the Hon. John

Luttrel was read, fetting forth, that at the laft

election of members to ferve in parliament, for

the borough of Petersfield, Sir Abraham Hume,

baronet, high iheriff for the county of Hereford,

William JoUiffc, efq. and the petitioner, were

candidates; and that thefaid Sir Abraham Hume
and William Jolliffe, by themfelves and their

agents, after the diflblution of the laft parliament,

and the iltuing of the writ for the election, and

previous to and during the poll, by themfelves

and their agents, and by other ways and means,

on the behalf and at the charge of the faid Sir

Abraham Hume and William JollifFe, did give,

prefent, and allow to the eledors of the faid

borough, and to feveral perfons who had or claimed

a right to vote in the cledion for the faid borough,

money, meat, drink, reward, entertainments, and

provifion, in order to procure themfelves to be

elected for the faid borough, in Open defiance of

the law y and that the faid Sir Abrahami Hump
X z and
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and William Jolliffe, previous to, and during

the poll, were guilty of bribery and corruption,

and attempting to bribe and corrupt thofe who

had a right to vote in the faid eledion, in order

to procure themfelves to be returned as perfons

duly elected ; and that James Showell, pretending

to be the mayor of the faid borough, ad:ed

partially and unfairly in the execution of his

office, as a returning officer, during the faid poll,

in rejedling good votes for the petitioner, and

admitting bad ones for the faid Sir Abraham

Hume and William Jolliffe, and in many other

refpedls ; and that, by the faid and other undue

means, the faid Sir Abraham Hume and William

Jolliffe obtained a majority of votes on the poll,

and were returned accordingly to ferve in parlia-

ment for the faid borough, in prejudice of the

petitioner (who was duly eleded, and ought to

have been returned), and the legal eledtors of

the faid borough, and in open defiance of the

law and freedom of eledlions ; and therefore

praying the houfe to take the premifes into con-

fideration, and to grant him fuch relief there-

in as fliall, upon . examination, appear to be

jufl.

The coiinfel for the petitioner opened the cafe,

by objeding to Sir Abraham Hume, that, being

high
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high fherifF for the county of Hertford at the

rime of the elecflion^ he was ineligible ; and that

notice thereof having been given to the returning

officer and to the eledors, the votes given to

him were thrown away :

To both the fitting members, That they had

been guilty of corrupting the voters by gifts

and promifes, after the vacancy and ilTuing out

of the writ, by which means the eledlion of them

was void by virtue of the llatue of King WiU
liam*.

After fome converfation, between the coun-

fel of both parties on the above fubjed, the

committee

Refolvedt That the counfel be not permitted

to argue the point of the ineligibility of Sir

Abraham Hume as high fheriff of the county of

Hertford, the fame ineligibility not being an

allegation in the petition.

The counfel for the petitioner then called

three or four watnefles to prove that gifts and

promifes had been made by Mr. JollifFe, in the

prefence, and with the concurrence of the other

fitting member. In their opening, they did not

allege that they could on this ground bring the

majority of votes againft either of the lifting

X 3 members

* 7 William III. €.4,
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members to be in favour of Mr. Luttrell ; the

objed, therefore, of the evidence, was to make

the elecStion void as to one or both. In the

courfe of this evidence one John Newman was

called, to prove a declaration made to him by

one John Blackftone, a voter, about having, the

promifc of a hcufe from Mr. JoUifFe for his

vote.

On the part of the fitting members this evi-

dence was objedled to.

It was faid, that although the declaration (not

upon Oath) of a perfon who cannot be obliged to

be a witnefs on the fubjec^l himfeif, is admiflible

in evidence to affedl fuch perfon, yet it is not

admiflible as againft a third party j and that, as

the counfel for the petitioner had not faid that

they meant to difqnalify voters, but only to affedt

the iitting members perfonally by promifcs, gifts,

&c. which they had made, the evidence would

not be admitted for that purpofe.

It was anfwered by the counfel for the peti-

tioner, that they were not obliged to anticipate

the intent and purpofe of the evidence they

produced j that what they now oilered, was cer-

tainly competent in an eledlion caufe ; and that

the comiinittee, after they fhould hear it, would

judge to what ufe it ought to be applied.

The
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ThiS committee, after deliberation,

Refolvedy That the evidence offered. could not:

be admitted in fupport of any charge againft Sir

Abraham Hume or Mr. Jolliffe.

The counfcl for the petitioner then faid, they

would afk the fame queftions with a view to dif-

qualify Brackftone

;

Which they were allowed to do.

On Thurfday the i6th of November, being

the fame day on which thp caufe was heard, the

committee, by the chairman, informed the houfe

that they had determined.

That the two fitting members were duly eleded.

HEREFORDSHIRE,

Political Character.

JL HE ariftocratic influence which prevails in

this county, is that of the. Earl of Oxford, who

fends one of the members to parliament. James

Wahvyn, efq. one of the members for the city

of Hereford, in. conjun(ition with Sir Ge»rge

Cornwall, bait, nobly attempted, in the year

J 775, to get the better of that iatereft; but

tliey were fuccefsfiil only in part : Sir George

Cornwall was elected by the independent inte-

X4 reft.
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reft, ^nd Mr. Harley by the intercft of the

Earl of Oxford,

This county contains eleven hundreds, in which

are one city, and feven market towns, viz. the

city of Hereford, Bromyard, Leominfter, Lcd^

bury, Kington, Pembridge, Weobly, and Rofs. It

is in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of

Hereford, and includes 176 parifhes, 15,000

houfes, and 95,600 inhabitants. It fends eight

members to parliament, two for the county, two

for the city of Hereford, two for the borough of

Leominfler, and two for that of Weobley.

HEREFORD.

Political Character. This city, like the

county, is divided between ariftocracy and in-

dependence.—The Duke of Norfolk*$ intcreft

returns one member, and the independent part

the other. The influence which the Duke has

in this borough, arifes from his marriage with

the heirefs of the Scudamore family, (by whom

his Grace is put into the poiTeffion of an eflate

of tm) thoufand pounds per annuniy and Holme

Lacey, the ancient family-feat near this city)

and from that popularity to which his eminent

talents and affable manners fo juflly entitle

him.

Corporation
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Corporation—Coniids of a mayor and

twelve aldermen, a high fleward, a deputy

(leward, a recorder, and town clerk, with 31

common-councilmen, among whpm are reckoned

the mayor and five of the aldermen, by charter

of 17 James I.

Right of Election—In the freemen.

Number of Voters—Above 1200.

Returning Officer.—The mayor.

Patron—Duke of Norfolk, partially^

LEOMINSTER.

Political Character. This borough, du-

ring the lifetime of Chafe Price, efq. of convivial

memory, was entirely under his influence and

management,—He always contrived to get him-

felf, and a colleague in the intereft of govern-

ment, returned, from whom he procured not

only a large douceur for himfelf, but alfo a

few trifling gratuities from admin iftration, for

thofe who were the mofl: zealous in his caufe-

After his deceafe, Lord Bateman, who has been

the adherent of every adminiflration, became the

patron and manager of this borough, which

charader he has now refigned to Mr. Alder-

man Harley, when the Duke of Norfolk firH:

attempted the eftablifhment of an intereft ; and

Richard
f

J
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Richard Beckford, ef;|. was introduced by hj^

Grace,

The corporation magiftrates, having the ap-,

pointment in themfelves of the overfeers, took

care that that office Ihould be filled with their

own creatures; and thofe men thus appointed,

lefufed, as in the borough of Seaford, to rate

any inhabitant who was adverfe to their own

party. The perfons who had been thus treated,

appealed to that tribunal which had been the

primary caufe of an attempt to deprive them of

their votes, and they of courfe could meet with

no redref^. They however derived, from this

appeal the privilege of proving their rate--

ability to a committee of the houfe of commons,

who have, upon t;he petition of Mr. Beckford,

admitted every perfon, fo omitted by the over-

feers, to the full enjoyment of their political

franchife. But unlefs there be a law, prohibit-

ing the magiflratcs and overfeers from ad:ing in

this fcandaloUs and partial manner, or com-

mittees of the houfe of commons will inflid ex-

emplary puniihments, the evil will not be done

away, and thpfe unfortunate men, whofe interefts

or inclinations may induce them to clafh with

thofe of the inagiftrates, will ftill be left without

any
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nny mode of redrefs, except that of petitioning the

houfe of commons.

The numbers upon the poll at the lafl: elec-

tion were, for

John Hunter, efq. 303

John Sawyer, efq. 247

Richard Beckford, efq. 235

Corporation.—This town was- incorporated

by Queen Mary, and is governed by a high Rew-

ard, a bailiff^ a recorder, and twelve capital bur-

gefles, who choofe a bailiffand a town clerk.

Right of Election.—March 4, 1716. A pe-

tition of divers of the inhabitants of the borough

of Leominfter, in the county of Hereford, wa5

prefented to the houfe, and read, complaining of

an undue eledlion for the faid borough. And a

motion being made, and the queftion being put,

that the faid petition be referred to the commit-

tee of privileges and eledlions, and that they do

examine the matter thereof, and report tjie fame,

with their opinion thereupon to the houfe.

It palTed in the negative,

Refdved'y That the faid petition be rejected.

A'pfd (iy 1 7 17. A petition of the inhabitants

and burgeifes of the borough of Leominfter, in

the county of Ifcreford, who have a right of vo-

ting for electing members to ferve in parliament

for
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for the faid borough, was prefented to the houfe,

and read, complaining of an undue elecfMon and

return for the faid borough.

Orderedy That the faid petition be referred to

the conlideration of the committee of privileges

and eledions, and that they do examine the mat-

ter thereof, and report the fame, with their opi-

nion thereupon, to the houfe.

Jpril i6y 1725. Refolvedy that the right of

cledlion is in the bailiffs, capital burgelTes, and

inhabitants, paying fcot and lot.

Number of Voters—About 5oo»

Returning Officers—The bailiffs.

Patrons—Duke of Norfolk, and Mr, Alder-

nian Harley.

WEOBLEY.

Political Character. The right of elec-

tion in this borough being very fingular ; " in

the inhabitants of the ancient vote~houfes of

20J. per annum value and upwards, refiding

in the faid houfes forty days before the days

of eledion, and paying fcot and lot ; and

alfo in the owners of fuch ancient vote-houfes,

paying fcot and lot, who fhall be refident

in fuch houfes at the time of eledlion," hath

given rife to very expendve contefts. The Mar-

quis of Bath, then Lord Weymouth, and the

I parifli
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parifh officers in his interell, refufed to rate

any perfons who prefumed to oppofe his lord-

Ihip's nomination ; upon which the aggrieved

perfons applied to the cOurt of King's Bench,

for a mandamus to oblige the pariih officers

to put them in the poor rates ; when the court

came to the following very extraordinary decilion,

19 George II.* « The court refufed to grant a

mandamus direding to infert particular perfons

in the poor rate, upon affidavits of their fuffi-

ciency, and being left out, to prevent their having

votes for parliamentary men ; for that the remedy

was by appeal : and this court never went fur-

ther, than to oblige making the rate, without

meddling with the queflion, who is to be put

in or left out, of which the parifh officers are the

proper judges, fubjedl to an appeal." The above

nobleman has, however, to avoid all future ex-

pences iince that time, bought up all the ancient

"vote-houfes, fo that this borough is now en-

tirely at his own difpofal.

Right OF Election. March 3, 1736, "Refolved^

That the right of burgelTes for the borough of

Weobley, in the county of Hereford, is in the

inhabitants of the ancient vote-houfes of twenty

ihillings '{ST annum yalue, and upwards, refiding

in
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in the faid houfes forty days before the day of

eledtion, and paying fcot and lot; and alfo in

the owners of fuch ancient vote-houfes paying

fcot and lot, who fliall be refidcnt in fuch houfes

at the time of the election.

June 1 8, 1 715. The queftion being put, that

Simon Gough and John Moore, having ligncd

the indenture of return, by which Charles torn-

wall, efq. is returned a burgefs to ferve in this

prefent parliament for the borough of Weobley , in

the county of Hereford, the houfe will proceed on

the petition of the faid Simon Gough and John

Moor, complaining of an undue eledion of the

faid Charles Cornwall, efq.

It palTed in the negative.

Number of Voters—45*

Returning Officers—The conftables.

Patron—Marquis of Bath.

In a penfion lift publiflied in the reign of

Charles the Second, there appears the following

inftance of court corruption

:

Sir Thomas Williams, king's chemift (and

member for Weobly), has got 40,000]. by making

provocatives, 6cc. &c. ! !

!

HERTFORD^
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HERTFORDSHIRE.

Political Character.

J. H I S county has the lingular advantage of

inaintaining its independence, which it has ncg-

leded no opportunity of exerting, when its own

dignity, or the interefts of the country, demanded

a difplay of it. A noble inftance of attachment

to the caufe of liberty, and to thofe who had the

Xeal and integrity to fupport. it, occurs in their

condudito Mr. Casfar. This gentleman had uni-

formly oppofed the defpotic meafures of Sir Ro-

bert Walpole, and,having deranged his private for-

tune, was arrefted and imprifoned for debt in the

King's Bench, immediately upon the diifolution of

parliament. Theday ofeledlion, however, no fooner

arrived, than the independent freeholders repaired

to Hertford in bodies, and, at their own expence,

propofed Mr. Caefar, arfd elcdted him by a great

majority. An exprefs w^as inflantly difpatched

to releafe him from his confinement ; and he was

the next day reflored to his liberty, and to the

fervice and affedtions of his patriotic conflituents.

An attempt was made, at the laft elediion, to intro-

duce Mr. Hale to the reprefentation of the county,

3 under



312 HERTFORD TOWN^

under the patronage of the Marquis of Salif-*

bury and Lord Vifcount Grimftone, but with very

little fuccefs ; the numbers upon the poll beings

for

William PIumer, efq. 1831

William }3aker, efq. 1302

William Hale, efq. 1031

HERTFORD TOWN.

Political Character* The right of elcc-*

tion in this borough differing with all others, it

being in the inhabitants houfeholders, the free-*

men refidenr, and in the freemen non-refJent, (but

the laft defcrjption muft not exceed the numbei'

/,^r^^j,it becomes neceffary to remark thef<^ lingu^

larities, becaufe they point out an incurable de-

itdi m the prefent fyflem of parliamentary repre-

fentation. What conftitutes a good vote in one

borough, make:^ a bad one in another. In one

place the freemen muft be relident ; in another,

non-refidence gives the fame qualification. In

one borough, a man obtains his freedom by

marriage j in a fecond, by birth 5 in a third, by

fervitude ; in a fourth, by purchafe j in a fifth,

by gift of the mayor or aldermen. Burgage-

holds differ as widely in the nature ©f their te-»

nure j and even inhabitants are defined as vari-

oufly
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oufiy. In one borough, paying fcot and lot,

,and being a refident houfekeeper, is an indifpen-

fable qualification ; in another, paying fcot and

lot without refidence, or being a houfekeeper,

conftitutes eligibility for voting ; in a third, re-

fidence, without paying fcot and lot, or keeping

a houfe. In Ihort, the whole reprefentative fyf-

tem is fo intricate, inexplicable, contradi6tory>

and ridiculous, that we believe it would puzzle

the whole tribe of quibblers in Weftminfter-hall

to render it more confufed and unintelligible. "^

Baron Dimfdale poflelTes the principal inte-

refl in this borough, and can fecure the eledtion of

one member ; the other is generally contefted.

between Mr. Baker, the member for the county,

and Mr. John Calvert, the prefent member for

this town, who have been alternately fuccefsfuL

Right of Election—1701, Jan, 27. Is not ia

perfons fuch only as are inhabitants houfeholders,

not receiving alms, and in fuch freemen who, ^t

the time of their freedom granted to them, were

inhabitants of the faid borough, or of the parifhes

thereof.

Is in all tTie freemen, and alfo in all the inha-

bitants, being houfeholders, and not receiving

alms.

Vox. U . X 1705.
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1705, Dec, 5. Is in the inhabitants not ir-

ceiving alms, and in fuch freemen only as, at the

time of their being made free, were inhabitants

of the faid borough, or the pariihes thereof ; the

number of freemen living out of the borough not

exceeding three perfons.

The number of voters may be afcertained from

the lall poll, 1790, viz.

John Calvert, efq. 319

Baron Dimfdale, 290

William Baker, efq. 223

Number of Voters—570.

Returning Officer—The mayor.

Patron—Baron Dimfdalc.

St. ALBANS.

Political Character.— The influence in

this borough is divided between Earl Spencer

and Lord Grimflone, each of whom returns

one member to parliarftent. Thefe two nobk-

men have long contended for the fuperiority, but

Xieither of them has as yet an intereft fufficient to

obtain a majority over the other.

Corporation.—This town fent.members to

parliament as early as any borough in the king-

dom. It is incorporated by charter, and go-

verned by a mayor, b;gh fteward, recorder,

twelve

1
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twelve aldermen, a town clerk, and twenty-four

affiftants. This iDorough has a diftridt, called a

liberty, which has a jurifdidion both in civil and

ecclefiafticai matters peculiar t6 itfelf, including

the parifhes of Barnet, Sandridge, Redburne,

Cudicot, Shepehele, Bufhy, Elftree> Langley 1

Abbot, Skrret, Walden Abbots, Hoxton, Ridge,

Norton, Rickmanfworth, and Watford. This

liberty has a gaol, and a gaol delivery, at St,

Albans, four times a year, on the Thurfday after

the quarter fcflion at Hertford. St. Albans is

divided into four wards, in each of which arc

"z conflable and tw6 churchwardens.

Right of Election—1706, ib^h March,

Is in the mayor, aldermen, and freemen, and

Tuch houfeholders only as pay fcot and lot.

1705, 24th Nov. In the triayor, aldermen,

Tuch freemen only as have right, by birth or fer-

vice, or by redemption, to trade or inhabit in

the Taid borough, and hotifeholders paying fcot

;and lot.

J714, 27//^ Jpril. In the mayor, aldei'men,

and frcemcnj and fuch houfeholders only as pay

fcot and lot.

Number of voters may be afccrtaiiied from the

lad Rpll, 1790.

y a fi$
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For the Hcmi. Richard Bingham 26j

John Calvert, jun. cfq. 209

Thomas Clutterbuck^ e£q. 117

Returning OFricER-—The mayor.

Patrx)ns—Earl Spencer, and Lord Grim;-

itoncr

HUNTINGDONSHIRE,

Political Character*

Jl H I S fmall county is as much under the in-

fluence of two individuals as any borough in the

kingdom ; the Duke of Manchefter and the Earl

of Sandwich, united, always return the two mem-

bers ; and io powerful was this ariftocratic junc-

tion, that even the oppoiition of the late Sir

Robert Bernard, who was the particular friend

of Mr. Wilkes, in his days of well-earned popu-

larity and the caufe of liberty, wa;s not crowned

tv ith that fuccefs which it fo highly merited.

Huntingdonfhire lies in the province of Can-

terbury, and diocefe of Lincoln. It is divided

into four hundreds, in which are fix market

towns, but no city, and feventy^nine pariihes, rn

^hich are faid to be contained only about 8200

houfes^
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houfes, and 49,320 inhabitants. It fends but

four members to parliament ; two knights of the

fhire for the county, and two for the town of

Huntmgdon. ,:.% 01 k'
Qualification.—7^;/. 14, 1739. On iheSiriftg

for the county of Huntingdon, the counfel for the

petitioner infiftpd that the fitting member (Mr.

Clarke) was not qualified to be eledw^, according

to the ad made in the ninth year of the reign of

Queen Anne, entitled, Jn A^forfecuring the free^

do'm of'parliaments by thefurther qualifying the mem*

hers toJit in the houfe of commons.

Then the counfel for the petitioner, in fupport

ofone of their objections, offered to prove (which

the counfel for the fitting member admitted),

that the copyhold lands and tenements at Ham-
merfmith, in the parifh of Fulham, in the coun-

ty of Middlefex, which the fitting m.en>ber, in

the rental, or particular, by him delivered in td

the clerk of the houfe (purfuant to the Handing

order of this h©ufe made for that purpofe), claims

in fee, accordincr to the cuftom of the manor of

Fulham^ under a mortgage furrender, and an

admiflion thereto, and a releafe of the equity of

redemption from this mortgage, were fubjed; to a

fubfequent mortgage made by the faid mortga-

Y3
'

' S^^»
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gcr, previous to the debt of the faid releafe of the

equity of redemption.

Then the counfel for the. petitioner having ob-

jedled to the coniideration given for the eftatc

which the fitting menr)ber, in the faid rental, or

particular, claims for his natural life by deed of

feoffment, and livery and feizin thereon, given by

John Clarke, of Huntingdon, gent, they offered

to prove (which the counfel for the fitting member

admitted), that the faid eftate was all the. real

eflate, except aboyt three pounds p^r annum

^

which the faid John Clarke, the ^grantor^ was

fcized of at the time of the; date of the faid

deed.

Then the.counfel for the petitioner having pb^

jeded to the annuity of; 2ool. which the fitting

member, in the faid rental or particular, claims

for life, by grant from Charles Bernard, efq. they

offered to prove (which the counfel for the fitting

member admitted), that the efcate charged with

the faid annuity does not exceed the yearly value

of 132I,

Then the counfel for the petitioner having ob-.

jcdted, that the fitting member, in the oath by

him taken at the time of his eledlion, purfuant

to the diredtion of the faid ad of the 9 th of Annc>

did not particularly enumerate all the feveral

pari{h>:s
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p^rlflies out of which the /ee-farm rents, men-,

fioned in the faid particular, are iHuing;

The inftryment of the faid oath, fubfcribed by

the fitting member, was produced by the fhcriff,

who took the fame, and read.

And the firfl, fecond, third, fourth^ and fifth

fedions of the faid ad, made in the 9th of Anne,

were read.

And the coynfel for the fitting member were

heard ; and one of the counfel for the petitioner

was heard in reply.

And the counfel qn both fides were direded to

withdraw.

Mr. Clarke was heard in his place, and then

he withdrew,

Re/ol'vedy That Charles Clarke, efq. is duly

eledled a knight of the fhire, to ferve in this

prefent parliament for the county of Hun^

tkigdon,

HUNTINGDON.

Political Character.—There is no refo-

lution of the houfe commons refpedling the right

of voting in this borough ; but it is gene-

rally underdood to be in the freemen and inha-.

bitants houfeholders paying Tcot and lot. The

intereft of the Earl of Sandwith is fo powerful,

Y 4
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as always to return two members ; and this he

efFeds, not by weight of property, for his Lordfhip

has but one houfe in the whole town, but by his

popularity, and the obligations which he was

enabled to confer upon fonle of his principal

friends during his connexion with Lord North's

adminiftration.

Corporation.—John granted to this town, by

charter, a coroner, a recorder, a town-clerk, and

two bailiffs : but Charles I. made it a mayor-

town, anno regni 6, 1 630. It: has had, therefore,

ever fmce, a mayor, recorder, and twelve alder-

men and burgefics. The affizes are always held

here, and in this town is the county ^aol.

Right of Election—Is in the inhabitants

and freemen.

Number op Voters—200.

RETURNING Officer—The mayor.

Patron—The Earl of Sandwich.
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KENT.
Political Character.

J HIS opulent and flouriihing county h^^

the happinefs of maintaining its independence.

The Duke of Dorfet pofTefrcs the firft indivi-

-dual intereft, but the nobility and gentry are too

numerous to fuffer it to gain an afcendancy.

The dock-yards of Deptford, Woolwich, Chatham^

and Sheernefs, aided by the ecclefiaftical influ-

ence of the clergy of the two cathedrals of

Rochefter and Canterbury, give the government

a moft powerful controul in the elediion ; and,

united to that of the Duke of Dorfet, and

the other connexions of the minifter, in this

county, were fuccefsful in 1790 in bringing in Sir

Edward Knatchbull ; but this was owing more

to the want of a |un6lion of interefts between Mr.

Honeywood and the Hon. Mr. Marfham, the

independent candidates, than to the weight of

all this inrfuence united.

This county is chiefly indebted for the inde-

pendence which it pofTelTes, to that noble relick

of Saxon inftitution, the Gavel-law, by which all

the fons, in equal fliares, are partakers of the

father's fortune.

A fimilar
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A fimilar law prevails in France, under the

new conftitution, but v/ith this diftindion, that

the daughters as well as the fons are inheritors ii>

an equal degree. The French have certainly,

jn this inftance, with great jultice and liberality,

peculiar to themfelves, much improved upon this

equitable fyllem of our Saxon progenitors.

The fpecial cudoms incident ^o Qavel-kind in

Kent are :

That the hufband, after his wife's death, en-

joys a moiety of her inheritance in gavel-kind by

courtefy, whether he has; children by her or not^

imtil he marries again.

The wife, after the death of her hufband, has^

for her dower, a moiety of his lands in gavel-

kind, for fo long time as fhe ftiall continue un-

married, and in chaflity,

The tenant pf gavel-kind lands is kept in

ward one year longer than is permitted by the

common law, that is, tijl he is fifteen years of age,

at which time he is of fufficient age to alien his

eftate by feoffment.

Lands in gavel-kind, if the tenant commits

fdony, and fubmits to the judgment of the law,

are not forfeited ; nor do they efcheat to the king,

or other lord of whom they are holden ; nor has

the king yearand day walle of lands in gavel-kin^»

holdc^



hQlden pf a common perfon, when the tenant is

executed for felony.

The tenant had a power of deviling lands by

"^ill, befojr^ the ftatute for that purpofe was madc^

in the 3 2d year of King Hen. VIII.

Lands in gavel-kind defcend to all thefoijs

alike in equal portions ; and if there are no fons,

then equally among the daughters : and as to the

chatties, it was formerly part of the cultom of

this county tg divide them, after the funeral and

debts of the deceafed were difcharged, into

three parts, if he lek any lawful ilTue behind him;

of which three, one portion was to the dead for

the performance of legacies, another to his chil-

dren for education, and a thu'd to the wife forh^

fupport and maintenance.

Furthermore, if the tenant of gavel-kind lands

withdraws from his lord his due rents and fervices,

the cuflom of this gives the lord a fpeeial and

folcmn kiiid of cejfavity csiUcd gavelet^ by which^

unlefs the tenant . redeems hi^ lands by payment

of the arrearages, and makes reafonable amends

for withholding the fame, they become forfeited

to the lord, and he enters into them and occupies

^them as his own demefnes.

The tenants in gavel-kind in this county

claim the privilege, that where a writ of right is

brought
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brought concerning gavel-kind lands, that the

grand affize fliall not be chofen in the ufual man-

Iier by four knights, but by four tenants in gavel

-

kind, who (hall not auociateto thenifelves twelve

knights, but that number of tenants in gavel-

kind J and further, that trial by battle fhall not

l)e allowed in fuch a writ for thefe lands.

The numbers upon the poll were, for

Sir EdAvard Knatchbull 4285

Filmer Honeywood, efq. 31 01

Hon. Charles Marlham 2724

William the Conqueror having fought the

battle at Haflings, in Suflex, was marching to-

'\^'ards . London, when he was met by a large

body of the men of Kent, eacfi carrying a bough

or limb of a tree in his hand. This army, which

had the .appearance of a moving wood, boldly

marched up to him, and demanded the prefcrva-

tion of their liberties, and informed William

they were deterrnincd to die before they would

be deprived of them^ and fubmit to bondage 5

tbut if he would grant them their equitable

requeft, they would fubmit to his govern^

ment. William, being fo much ftruck with

the fpirit and juftice of their demand, wifejjr

granted what they afked ; and thus were they

fufrered to retain thofe ancient cuftoms for which

3 this



this county has ever fince bqen fo juflly diilin-

guiflied.

This county is divided into five lathes,

\vhich are fubdivided into 14 bailiwicks, and

thefc again into 68 hundreds, A lathe is a

divifion peculiar to this county; and confifts

of two or more bailiwicks, as a bailiwick does

of two or more hundreds. Kent contains 2 cities^

29 market towns, and 408 parifhes. It lies

ii> the province of Canterbury, and partly in

that diocefe, and partly in the diocefe of Rochef-

ter. It fends 18 members to parliament; two

knights of the fhire for the county, two mem-

bers each for the cities of Canterbury and Ro-

chefter, two for the borough of Maidftone ; two

for that of Queenborough, and two for each af

the four cinque-ports in this county, Dover,

Sandwich, Hithe, and Romncy.

Many lands in this county are ilill held by

the ancient tenure of cafile-guard ; that is, upon

condition that the tenant, in his turnj lliguld

mount guard at the caftle ; but a compofitioii:

is taken for this fervice, which the tenants are

obliged to pay ; for, upon the day appointed, -^

flag is hung out from that part of the callle which

is ftill kept in repair, and fuch of the tenants as

do not then appear and pay their quit-rents, ^pc

liable
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Hablc, at Rochefler, to have them doubled at

every recurii of the Medway.

ROCHESTER.

PoLiTitAL CHARACTER.-^This city^ oWing

to its being in the vicinity of Chatham, feeis the

influence of the admiralty, dofck-ya'rd, cuft6m-

houfe, and revenue officers, too powerfully, to af-

fert h claim to adual independence. The num-

ber of eIe(5lors not being, like Plymouth, li-

mited to a felf-elecled corporation, prevents their

reprefentation from being entirely at the difpO-

fal of the admiralty; but it has always been cuf-

tomafy to compliment that board With the re-

commendation of one of them.

The numbers on the poll at the lafl general

eled;ion were, for

George Beft, efq. *. 369
Sir R. Bickerton, ^ 322

Marquis of Titchfield, 243

Corporation.—Rochefter was made a mayor-

town I Edw. IV. Here are, by its incorporatioh

16
1 9, a mayor, recorder, ir aldermen, and 12

common-council, a town-clerk, 3 ferjeants at

mace, and a water-bailiff. Once a year, br of-

tener, the mayor and citizens of Rochefter hold

what is called an admiralty-court, to appoint

times
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times when oyflers fhall be taken out of theJt

fifhery, and fettle the quantity each drudger fhall

take in a day.

Right OF Election—Is in the freemen.

Number OF Voters—630.

Returning Officer—The mayor.

Patrons—Ordnance and Admiralty.

CANTERBURY.

Political Character—This city is entirely

independent in its eledion of members of parlia-

ment, and is neither under the influence or con-

troul of any patron or leading man.

Corporation.—It is governed by a mayor, a

recorder, 12 aldermen, a fherifl^, 24 common-

council-men, a fword-bearer, and four ferjeants

at mace. A court is held every Monday in the

Guildhall, for civil and criminal caufes ; and

every other Thurfday, for the government of the

city. It is divided into fix wards. At the be-

ginning of Hen. Ill- it was governed by bailiffs

;

but in the 26rh of Hen. VI. it was changed into

the above mayoralty anno 1449, which may be

feen in Sommer's hiftory of this city.

Right of Election—Is veiled in the free-

men.

Number
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Number OF VOTERS-—IOCO.

RETURNING Officer—The fherifF.

MAIDSTONE.

Political Character.—-This borough was

formerly at the difpofal of the Earl of Ailes-

ford ; but it has emancipated itfelf from that in-

fluence, and has iince been, divided in two par-

lies, the one attempting to compliment the minif-

ter with the nomination ofits members, the other

equally zea!* )us in" maintaining the independence

of its conftkutional rights.

Mr. Brenchly, a bfewer of this town^ and one

of the partners in the Southwark bank, who is

lately deceafed, was at the head of the former

party ; and Mr. Taylor, an eminent paper-ma-

nufadurer, and one of its prefent reprefentatives,

takes the lead of the latter.

The death of Mr. Brenchly has confiderably

weakened the minifterial interefl ; and it is not

improbable but, at another eh6ti6h, it may fhake

off the trammels of government dilation en-

tirely.

The manor, which extends over the whole

Hundred of Maidftone, belongs to Lord Romney,

who has a feat near this borough.

Right
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Right of Election.—Is in the freemen not

receiving alms or chanty, 7 Feb. 1701. 8 Dec.

1702-

NuMBER OF Voters— 600.

Returning officer—The mayor.

Case of Bribery.

Bee. S, 1702. Refolvedy That the late election

of burgefles for the faid borough of Maidflone, is

a void elcdion.

Rejolvedy That no warrant do iflue during this

feflion of parliament, for the making out a new

writYor the eledling burgefles for the faid bo-

rough of Maidflone. '

Rejolvedy That Gervas Hely is guilty of in-

dired and corrupt pradlices, in order to the pro-

curing members to be eleded to ferve in parlia-

ment for the faid borough of Maidflone.

Orderedy That the faid Gervas Hely be> for his

faid offence, taken into Cuflody.

Vexatious Petition.—Feb. 7, 1701. Re-

jolvedy That Tho. Colepepper, efq. who was one

. of the inftruments in promoting and prefenting a

fcandalous, infolent, and feditious petition, com-

monly called the KentiJIj petition, to the houfe of

Vol. I. Z commons.
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commons, hath been guilty of corrupt, fcanda-

lous, and indiredl practices, in endeavouring to

procure himfelf to be elecfled a burgefs to ferve

in this prefent parliament for the borough of

Maidflone.

'There is another rejolutlon^ That he is guilty of

afperling the laft houfe of commons.

Ordered^ That the faid Tho. Colepepper, efq.

be, for his faid offence, committed to Newgate.

QUEENBOROUGH. ^

Political Character. This borough has

been very jullly confidered for many years as a

government borough ; for there has been no in-

ftance, lince 1727, although there has been many

contefted eledlions, of any member being re-

turned in oppofition to adminiftration. From

1727 to 1754, the eledlions w^ere carried on by

the united interefts of government and Capt.

Evans, who refided in this place, and had the lead

for many years in the corporation. From 1754,

until the prefent time, the interefl has been divi-

ded between the boards of ordnance and admi-

ralty ; each has conftantly carried a member ; and

for the laft fixtecn years, by the mere power of

office.
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office, in oppoiition to the corporation, and to

the influence of the Evans's family.

The fyftematic application of the patronage

of the board of ordnance to the purpofes of ac-

quiring an influence in this borough, has been

attended with a progreflive increafe of their efta-

blifhment on the Thames and Medway, and a very

large addition to the expence of carrying on the

fervice by veflels employed on thofe rivers. It ap-

pears from official documents laid before the houfe

of commons, that it amounted in 1754 to 742I.

But it now amounts (exclufive of the wear and

tear of veflels, the property of government), to

2190I. 8s. 3d. How far the real exigencies of the.

public fervice may require and juftify fo conli-

derable an augmentation, w^e cannot pretend to

decide- as thofe who are mofl: ):ompetent have

fo widely differed in their opinions on the fubjedfe;

On the concluflon of the lafl: war. Lord Town-

fliend, the mafter-general of the ordnance, ordered

the efliablifliment (the expence ofwhich was then

2^oL per annum lefs than at prefent), to be re-

duced. But it has fince, by his fucceflbr, th^

Duke of Richmond, being thought necefl^ary to

be increafed.

This town feems to have been one of thofe

that were not fuffered to exercife the iirft right of

Z 2 citizens
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citizens, that of fending reprefentatives to par-

liament, until royalty chofe to extend to them

the privilege. And this elTential franchifc to the

liberty of the fubje(5t was not allowed to the inha-

bitants until the 12th of Eliz.

Corporation.—The burgefles were firfl in-

corporated by Edw. III. who granted to them

the privilege of choofing, annually, a mayor and

two bailiffs. The prefent corporation was efta-

bliihed by a charter of Charles I. and confifts of

a mayor, four jurats, and two bailiffs, a confla-

ble, town-ferjeant, and a water-bailiff. It has

likewife the cognizance of pleas.

Right OF Election. The right of eledion

has never been difputed in parliament. But in

1729, it was agreed to be in the mayor, jurats,

bailiffs, and burgelfes.

Returning Officer—-The mayor.

Patrons—Ordnance and admiralty.

Number of Voters—Before Mr. Crewe's bill,

there were 152; but 21 being difqualified by

that bill, there are only 131. At prefent, out of

131 perfons entitled to vote for this borough, 23

hold places under the ordnance, and 1 1 under

the admiralty, of whofe lituations and emo-

luments we have here annexed a corred ac-

count. There are alfo 7 ofhccrs in the navy,

I in
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I in the artillery, and 14 or 15 ordnance la-

bourers on the gun-wharfs at Sheernefs and

Purfleet. In time of war the ordnance inte-

reft is confidcrably encreafed by the employ-

ment of Queenborougl\ boats, and extra-ci*aft

for carrying Itores.

Z 3
LIST
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LIST OF PLACES
Under the Ordnance and Navy Bordsy held by-

Freemen of QueENBOROUGH, with their An-

nual Salaries, and the Nuniber of Freemen

holding them refpedively under the Ordnance.

No. of

Free

men.
Names of Places, A'lin. Salaries,

Purveyor of Shipping - - -

Storekeeper at Shernefs lOO o o
And Barrack Mafi:er,at

.

3J'.^^rday - 54 12 o

Clerk of the Survey at Woolwich
Clerk of the Checque at Sheernefs

Clerk of the Survey at Chatham
Clerk in the Clerk ofthe Checque's

office at Sheernefs —
Overfeer of Labourers at Sheer-

nefs, at 3J-. 6^. per day
Sluice - Mafters, at 2 s. per day

each --------- .

Wharf-man at the Tower, at is

per day -------^.
Gunner at Sheernefs

Mailer of a Gun-hoy at i6c/. per

ann. for himfelf, and to find

three men when on fervice —
parried over

£. s. d.

170 O Q

154 12 O

100 00
80 O O

130 O O

50 O O

63 14 o

72 16 o

36 8 o
21 00

160 00

938 10 o
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No. of

Free-
men.

Namts of Places,

n

II

Brought over - -

Mailer of a Sloop, at 270/. fer
ann. for himfelf and feven men

Maflers ofPowderXoats, at 168 /,

fer ann. each, for himfelf, and to

find two men and a boy when
on fervice ---._-- -

Mates of Sloops, Powder-Boats,

or Gun-Hoys, at 48 /. 'per ann,

each ---_--- -

Ann, Salaries

»

l^ s. d.

938 10 o

270 o o

672 o o

288 o o

2168 10 o

UNDER THE NAVT.

Maflers of Tranlporls, Lighters,

or Long-boats, at about 40/
per ann. each -----..

Quarterman in Sheernefs Yard -

Boatfwains .

Ship Carpenter - •

Purfer - ---------
Gunner — -

200 o o

Z 4 LAN.
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LANCASTER COUNTY.

Political Character.

Jl HE eftates and connexions of the Earl of

Derby, together with his lordfhip's perfonal influ-

ence, always fecures the elecflion of one of the re-

prcfentatives for this county. The choice of the

other is independent.

King Edward III. made it a county palatine,

in favour of his fon John of Gaunt ; and it has

Hill a court, which fits in the duchy chamber at

Weflminller, and takes cognizance of all caufes

that any \\;ay concern the revenue belonging to

that duchy ; the chiefjudge of which is the chan-

cellor of the duchy, who is afTifted and attended

by the attorney-general, the receiver-general, the

auditor ofthe north and fouth parts of the duchy,

the king's ferjeant and council, the fecretary,

deputy clerk and regifter, an ufher, deputy uiher,

and melfenger ; as alfo a court of chancery, ap-

pointed to hear and determine alj caufes, accor-

ding to fome peculiar cuftoms ufed among them-

felves, which is held at Preflon. The chancellor

is chief judge of this court alfo, and has proper

officers under him, fuch as a vice-chancellor,

,

•

* "

an'
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^n attorney-general, chief clerk, rcgiiter and

examiner, five attorneys and clerks, a protho-

notary and his deputy, and clerks of the crown

and peace.

From the time that Lancafhire was made a

county palatine, the town of Lancaiter gave the

title of duke to a branch of the royal family, till

the union of the houfes of York and Lancafter,

by the marriage of King Henry VII. of the Lan-

cafter line, with Elizabeth, heirefs of the houfe of

York.
'

This county is divided into fix hundreds, has

no city, and only twenty- feven market-towns. It

lies in the province of York and dibcefe of Chef-

ter, and contains (ixty-three parifhes, which are,

in general, much larger than thofe of any other

county in England, and very populous ; for which

reafon there are many chapels in the county,

feveral of which are as large as parifh churches.

It fends fourteen members to parliament, two

knights of the fhire, and two reprefentatives for

each of the following boroughs, Lancafler,

Liverpool, Prefton, Newton, Wigan, and Cli-

thero."

LANCAS-
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LANCASTER.

Political Cha^iacter.—The Earl of Lonf-

dak has attempted, for thefe three lafl: parlia-

ments, to bring this town within the vortex of his

parliamentary intereft, but he has been always foil-

ed by a great majority. It contains, at this time,

about 1160 houfes, and fomewhere about 1600

families. At the lafl: election 1 800 voted, 700 of

whom only live in Lancafl:er. By the charter,

freemen only have a vote ; but the mofl: glaring

corruption lies in making thofe freemen. A
freeman's fon, or a freeman's apprentice, with-

in the borough, is entitled to take up his free-

dom whenever he pleafes, on paying into the

hands of the mayor or bailiff il. 7s. 6d. This

fum is mofl: generally paid by the oppoling can-

didates, and the greateft number of freemen, thus

made, turns the fcale of the eledion. Hence, as

ihip-building and the cabinet buiinefs are the only

manufadories there, he who has rnofl: lliips to

build or repair, or he who will layout a few hun-

dreds in mahogany furniture, is mofl: likely to

carry his eledlion. The journeymen are at the

command of their mafters ; they get intoxicated

during the canvas, and having 5s. to eat ancj

drink on the day of eledlionj they give a iliout,

^nd
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and go quietly to work again. The revenue

officers are about twenty-five; but many of them

are not freemen, and therefore had no votes. The

numbers ^t the lall eledion on the poll were,

for

Sir G. Warren, bart, igi5

John Dent, efq, ^ 1012

Richard Penn, efq. 453

This borough, which was fo made in the 4th

of Richard I. having fent members the 23d, 26th,

33d, and 35th of Edw. I. ; 8th and i9thofEdw.

IL; and ift, 2d, 3d. and 4th of Edw. III.;

ceafed fending till Edw. Vlth's time, when it

was reftored, with Prelton, Wigan, and Liver-

pool.

Corporation—Gonfifts of a mayor, a re-

corder, 12 aldermen, two bailiffs, 12 capital

burgeifes^ 1 2 common burgeffes, a town-clerjc,

and tv^'o ferjeants at mace.

KiT)g John confirmed to the burgeflcs all the

liberties he had granted to thofe of the city of

Briftol; and King Edward IIL granted to themayor

and bailiffs, the privilege of having the pleas and

feffions held here, and no where elfe in the coun-

try. This town has given the title of duke to

I

many branches of the royal family.

< Right
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Right op Election—by the charter, is in

ihe freemen.

Number of Voters—1800.

Returning Officer—The mayor and two

bailiffs,

PRESTON,

Political Character.—A qucftion has been

at ilTue for near a century and a half. Whether
the right of eledion for this borough was in the

in-burgefTes of the laft guild, and thofe admitted

lincebycopy qfcpurt-xoll, or in the inhabitants

got-wallers I

This quedion ha? come twice before the houfc

of commons, previous to thepafTing of the Gren-

vrille ad; firlt on t;hc i8.th of December, 1661 ;

fecondiy, on the 29th of November^ 176&; and

twice more fmce the pafiing of that ad. Firfl,

upon the petition of John Fenton Cawthorne,

clq. againft Lieutenant-general Burgoyne, and Sir

H. Houghton, in 1780 ; and again, upon the peti-

tion of Michael Angclo Taylor, efq. againll the

finie fitting members, in 1784; in all of which

cafes it was determined, that the right of election

was in the inhabitants at large.

This is a large and populous town. The Earl

of Derby has a very handfome houfe here, and has

fufficient



LIVERPOOL.
,

34I

fufficient influence to return one of its members i

the other feat is generally carried by the dilTcnting

interefl.

This borough, which was fo made by Hen. IL

having Tent members to parliament in the 23d,

26th, 33d, tmd 35th of Edw. 1. and in the ift t^

Edw. II. intermitted fending till Edward VL
when it was reftored.

Corporation.—It is governed by a mayor,

recorder, aldermen, four under-aldermen, leveii-

leen common-councilmen, and a town-clerk,

RiGFiT OF Election.— 1661, i3/i> Decemkn
All the inhabitants have voices in the election.

1768, 2<)tb November. Not to admit counfel

to produce evidence, in order to fhew that the

right of elecftion for the faid borough was in alS

the inhabitants, according to the LiH determina-

tion of the houfe, or that the words, ''all the in-

«* habitants," mentioned in the faid determina-

tion of the houfe» mean only, *' fuch in-burgeffes

« of the laft guild,' or thofe admitted ' fince bj

" copy of court-roil, as are inhabitants of thir

'< place i'* but all the inhabitants at large.

KuMBtR OF Voters—600.

Returning officep.s—The mayor and twa

bailiffs.

Patron—The Earl of Derby.

LIVER-
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LIVERPOOL. I

Political Character.—This great com-

mercial town is entirely free, both from arifto-

cratical and miniflerial influence. Previous to

the reign of Charles IL the freemen at large

exercifed the right of choofing their own mayor,

aldermen, and common-council, as in the city of

London; but fince that time the body corporate

have aflumed the power of filling up all vacancies,

without their will and approbation. They have

now, however, refumed their right, which had

been fo arbitrarily and illegally withheld from

them, and have, on St. Luke's day lafl, chofen

their owji mayor. At the laft general eledion,

adminiftration and oppoHtion united their forces

in the perfons of Lord Penrhyn and Mr. Bambcr

Gafcoigne; but the independent freemen beheld

this unnatural union with that deteftation which

it deferved, and refolved inftantly to crufh this

monftrous production at its birth. The gallant

Colonel Tarleton was, in his abfence, propofed

by them as a proper perfon to fupport their own

dignity and real confequence, and to withftand

the formidable juudion; and the fuccefs which

he
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he met with at the .poll, Ihewed jim not unwor-

thy of the diftinguillied honour they intended-

him : '

The numbers on the poll were, for

Banaftre Tarleton, efq. 1257

Bamber Gafcoigne 887

Lord Penrhyn 716

Henry Blundel, efq. the late mayor, who was

eleded to that office by the freemen at large, took

poficilion of the town treafury, and thereby pre-

vented the corporation from fupporting their

alTumed claims at the expence of the public

chamber. The legal decilion of this queftion

is of the firit importance to every corporate city

and town in the kingdom, as it will determine

whether a large community is to be governed

by a felf-elecled junto, or by a magiftracy, who

are to derive their authority from the voice of

the people.

Within thefe fifty years, this town hath in-

creafed fo prodigioufly in trade, that it is now
faid to be th.e greateft fea-port in Ertgland, except

London, it being thought to exceed ev^n Briltol.

The merchants here trade to all parts, except

Turkey and the Eaft-Indies; but their moft
beneficial trade is to Guinea and the Welt-
Indies, by which many have raifed great fortunes.

The
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The increafe of its trade for hear a century part

cannot be better afcertainedj than by a view of

the great number of Ihips belonging to the town,

oiv which have been cleared out at the port, for

any two years, at fome coniiderable diftance of

time. In 1565, the trade of the place feems to

have been carried on folely by their own Ihips

and boats, of which they had twelve, that in the

whole amounted to no more than two hundred

and twenty-three tons, and employed but feventy-

five feamen.

The Exchange, which coft 30,0001. is erecflcd

on the fpot where the town-houfe flood, at

the top of Water-ftreet, and is a grand edi-

fice of white florae, built in the form of a fqu are,

round which are piazzas for the merchants to

walk in. Above ftairs are the mayor's offices,

the feflions-hall, the council-chamber, and two

elegant ball-rooms.

The cuftom-houfe is a neat building of brick

and ftone, fituated at the head of one of the

docks. There are three large and commodious

docks, fecured by iron gates, through which

Ihips fail on their coming to the town. In thefe

docks they lie clofe to the fhore, and land

their goods with the greateft facility ; and the

gates being fhut, they are fecured from winter

llorms.
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fiorms. There is alfo a new playhoufe in

Drury-lane, where players perform in the fum-

mer feafon.

This town, which Contains four livings, was

once in the parifh of Walton, but is now fe-

parated from it by a6t of parliament ; notwith*

(landing which, it pays to the recftor forty fhiU

lings per annum. Two of thefe livings are in the

gift of the corporation,and the chaplains have each

120I. a year ; the ether two are a joint redlory,

alfo in the gift of the corporation, with two rec-

tors, who have each ic^o\, per annum^ and offi^

ciate at them alternately \ they have likewife

furplice fees of the whole town j fees are alfo

paid to the minifters who do the duty of the

other churches. An ad: was pafTed a few years ago>

to enable the inhabitants to build two churches

more, one of which was foon after begun neaf

the Ladies Walks, a very picafant place, which

commands a fine view of the river and the Che-

lliire fnore.

This town fent members 23 and 35 Edward L

but made no other return till tlie reign of Ed-

word VL
Corporation.— It is governed by a mayor,

annually chofen on St. Luke's day, a recorder.

Vol. L a 3. and
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and common-council of forty-one, including the

mayor, recorder, and town clerk.

Whoever has borne the office of mayor is

afterwards flyled an alderman.

Right ojf Election—1729, t^th March, Was
agreed by the counfel on both fides to be in the

mayor, bailiffs, and freemen of the faid borough,

not receiving alms.'

Number of Voters—£300.

Returning Oeficer.—The mayor and two

bailiffs.

CLITHEROE.

Political Character.—A refolution of the

houfe of commons having veiled the right of

ele6lion for this borough in a peculiar kind of

burgage tenure, the real number of which is

not more than forty-two, a conteft has fubfifled

for many years between Thomas Lifter, efq.

•who is in the intereft of Oppofition, and Afiieton

Curzon, efq. who efpoufes that of Adminiflra-

tion : the former was fuccefsful at the eledions of

1780 and 1784; but the parties have fince found

it convenient to compromife their interefts, and

each to fend one member.

The eledlors of this borough have the name of

burgefTcs, though it has no corporation.

Right
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' Right OF Election—i66t,.4//6 Felruary^ is

in fuch freeholders only, as have eflates for life,

or in fee.

Number of Voters—42.

Returning Ofticers—Two bailiffs.

Proprietors — Thomes Lifter, efq. and

Afheton Curzon, efq.

WIGAN.

Political Character.—The redlor of this

parilh is always lord of tHe manor. There is

no determination of the houfe refpecfling the

right of eledion, but it is underftood to be pre-

fcriptively in the free burgelTes. It has two

charters, one given it by Queen Elizabeth, and

the other by Charles II. which empowers it to

choofe a mayor, recorder, twelve aldermen, and

two bailiffs, and to appoint a fword and mace

bearer. The influence at prefent is in the Duke

of Portland, and Sir Henry Bridgeman. The
mode of fecuring the eledors is by lending each

individual a limited fum of money upon bond,

and not exacfHng payment, with any extreme fe-

'verity^ while they preferve their political al-

legiance. Infignificant as this borough may ap-

pear (the number of voters not exceeding 200},

A a 2 it
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it coll the late George Byng, efq. 20,cooI. in

oppofing the intcrell: of the Earl of Lonfdale,

whofe candidate, at that time, was Sir Fletcher

Norton, afterwards Lord Grantley.

Corporation.—It is governed by a mayor,

recorder, twelve aldermen, two bailiffs, and a

fword and mace bearer, by charter of 27 Eliz.

and 1 8 Charles II.

Right of Election.—There is no refolution

of the houfe refpecCling the right of eledion, buc

it is fuppofed to be In the free burgefTes.

Number of Voters—About 200.

Returning Officers—The mayor.

Patrons—Duke of Portland, and Sir Heni^

Bridgeman.

NEWTON.

Political Character.—The right of elec-

tion in this borough is in the fteward of the lord

of the manor, the bailiff and burgeffes, who de-

rive their privileges from prefcription. The

lord of the manor is Thomas Peter Legh, efq.

of Lyme, in this county, who has the abfolutc

controul of thefe eledors, as well as the appoint-

ment of the returning officer.

Corporation,
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Corporation.—It is governed hy a Reward,

bailiffs, and burgcfTes.

Right of Election.—There is no refolu-

tionof the houfe refpeding the right of eledlion,

but it is fuppofcd ro be in the free burgelTcs.

Number pr Voters—About 36.

Returning Officers.—Steward of the lord

of the manor, and the bailiff.

Proprietor—Thomas Peter Legh, efq.

LEICESTERSHIRE.

Political Character.

The Duke of Rutland, from his landed pro^

perty, and perfonal connexions in this county,

returns one of its members.—-His Grace at-

tempted to bring in both 5 but in this he was

defeated by the independent party, who at that

eledion fucceeded in the choice of their own

reprefentative. The Duke's intereft returned one

of the members, and that of the independent

party the other at the lafl general eledlion.

A a 3
LEICES-
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LEICESTER TOWN,

^ Political Character. This town, having

derived great advantages from the fuccefs of its

manufactures, and the right of eledlion being in

the freemen at large, and inhabitants paying fcot

and lot, is therefore neither under the immediate

influence of ariftocracy nor adminiftration. A
violent contell happened at the lafl general elec-

tion in 1790, in which Samuel Smith, efq. of

Nottingharp, and Nathaniel BrafTey Halhead, efq.

the prefent member for Lymington, were candi-

dates on the court interell, and Thomas Boothby

Parkins, <^fq. eldefl fon of Sir Thomas Parkins,

bart* and Lewis Montilieu, efq. on that of Oppo-

fition. After a poll of feveral days a coalition

took place between all the parties ; Mr. Halhead

and Mr. Montilieu agreed to decline, that one

of each party might be chofen without farther

contcfl. Such an attempt to intrude upon them

two reprefenratives, in open violation of the free-

dom of eledtion, had nearly proved fatal to the

town. The populace began to commit depre-

dations ; and had it not been for the timely inter-

ference of the military, their proceedings would

have terminated in the dcdrudlion of the place, .

la
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In the doomfday book this town is flyled a

city, and had the title of mayor given to its chief

magiftrate 1248, 32 Henry III. Edward IV. in

the 4th year of his reign 1464, appointed it a

recorder.

It had its charter from King John, and its

fremen are toll-free at all fairs and markets in

England.

Corporation.—It is governed by a mayor,

recorder, (leward, bailiff, 24 aldermen, 48 com-

mon-councilmen, a town clerk, and other of-

ficers.

Right of Election, 1705, 8/^ iv^. Such

freemen as were made free at the charge of any

of the candidates, had not a right to vote at the

lafl: election of burgelTes to ferve in parliament

for the borough of Leicefler,

Agreed to be in the freemen not receiving

alms, and in the inhabitants paying fcot and lot

;

but perfons living in the borough of Leicefler,

by certificate, not having gained a fettlement by

renting ten pounds per annum ^ or ferving in an

annual office, are not entitled, by paying fcot and

lot, to* vote.

Number of Voters on the poll at the laft

cle<^ion

:

A a 4
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For Thomas B. Parkins^ efq. 9 ^6

Samuel Smith, efq. 8oj

N. B. Halhead, efq. 551

Returninq Officer—The mayor.

LINCOLN COUNTY.

Political Character,

1 HIS county, ranking with Devonfliire, in

point of extent, opulence and territory, is not

to be influenced by any individual. The obfer-,

vations which we have made with refped: to that^

will, in all its points, be applicable to this. We
fhail therefore refer the reader to the political

charader which we have given of that county.

LINCOLN CITY.

Political Character.—The only influence

which prevails in this city, and that not abfolute,

is that of Lord Delaval, who has a feat in the

neighbourhood, and his lordfliip's fon-in-lawJ^

John Fenton Cawthorne, efq. the prefent recor-

der, and one of the reprefentatives.

Corruption.—The anxiety of candidates to.

obtain the writs for eledion, is fometinries fo

great.
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great, that large Turns of money have been given

for them, and the belt bidder has been generally

the firft ppileflbr. A gentleman in office, ofgreat

character and integrity, and on whofe credit wc

have the firmeft reliance, informed us, that he was

prefent when icoo guineas were given at the

difTolution of the laft parliament, for the writ for

this city, Thi^ infamous traffic is become fo

notorious, that th^ interference of the legiflature

has lately been demanded by fome independent

gentlemen in the houfe of commons. We there-

fore hope that an effedlual ftop will be put to it,

and that this fpecies of commodity, fold b^

^udtion, will no more be heard of.

In the reign of Edward the Confeflbr, this city

is faid to have had one thoufand and feventy

houfes ; and, in the time of the Normans, was one

of the moft populous cities in England, and a

mart for goods of every kind, which gave occa-

lion to the following prophecy, as they call it.

Lincoln was, London is, and York jfhall be.

The faireft city of the three.

This they fuppofe to have been fulfilled after the

fire of London, in 1666.

King Edward IIL made it a ftaple for wool,

leather, lead, and other commodities ; but af-

terwards it fuftered many calamities. It was

once
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once burnt; once befieged by King Stephen,

who was here defeated and taken prifoner, and

once taken by Henry III. from his rebellious

barons.

This city had fummons, with London and

York, to fend members to parliament 49 H. III.

Corporation.—It is governed by a mayor,

twelve aldermen, two fheriifs, a recorder, four

chamberlains, a fword-bearer, a coroner, and

forty-eight common-councilmen.

This city is a county of itfclf, and has a vif-

countialjurifdiclion twenty miles round; a pri-

vilege enjoyed by no other city in England.

Right of Election.—There is no refolu-

tion of the houfe refpecfling the right of eiedlion,

but it is allowed to be in the freemen.

Number of Voters—About iioo.

Returning Officers,—The mayor and fhe*

riffs.

GRANTHAM.

Political Character.—This place is of the

middling fize, neither coming under the defcrip-

tion of a populous town, nor degenerating into a

rotten borough. The influence over it is how-

ever complete. The Duke of Rutland and Lord

Brownlow,
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Brownlow, from their property in the town, the

contiguity of their feats, and their perfonab interefl,

have the entire command of its reprefentation.

Corporation.—It is governed by an ancient

corporation, confiding of an alderman, recorder,

twelve common burgeffes, a coroner, an efchea-

tor, and twelve conftables to attend on the court.

Right OF Election—1730, iijan. Is in the

freemen of the faid borough, not receiving alms

of charity.

Number of Voters—400.

Returning Officer—The alderman.

Patrons—Duke ofRutland and Lord Brown-

low.

STAMFORD.

Political Character.—This town, although

pofFefling chartered privileges, fuperior to any

other place in the kingdom, the city of London

only excepted, is not free from controul in the exer-

cife of its political franchife. The Earl of Exe-

ter, who pofTefTes the venerable and magnificent

feat of his anceftors, at Burleigh near this town,

is looked up to by the corporation and inha-

bitants as their patron. We mull: however cau-

tion our readers not to confound the influence

-which prevails in counties, and popular cities
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and towns, with that which didates in limited

corporations and burgage tenures, which are all

private property, and what are termed rotten

boroughs, with only ten or twelve houfes in each.

The influence of the lirfl defcription is only de-

rived from extenfive property, eminent perfonal

qualities, and from a good neighbourhood and hof-

pitality. The latter is of the authoritative kind,

and is maintained by corruption, perfecution atnd

tyranny, and is carried to market as a faleable

commodity, with as little fecrecy and caution as

an eftate is carried to the hammer at a public

audlion.

The inhabitants of this town have very extra-

ordinary privileges, particularly a freedom from

thejurifdidion ofthe fherifFof the county, and

from being impannelled on juries out of the

town : they are exempted from the government

of all lord-lieutenants ; are entitled to have the

returns of all writs, and claim the privilege of

having the militia of the town commanded by

their own officers : in fliort, the mayor being the

king's lord-lieutenant, and immediately under his

majefty's command, he is efleemed, within tl^

liberties of the town, the fccond man in theking^
dom.

Hcr<!
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Here was fought the firft battle between the

Britons and Saxons, in which the former were en-

tirely routed J and left their enemies in the pof-

feflion of the field. In the reign of King Stephen

there flood a caftle in the middle of the town,

the foundation plot of which is faid to be flill

vifible : and here the cu\lom of borough Englifh

flill fubfiUs, by which the youngeft Ion is his

father's heir.

In the reign of King Richard I. the inhabi-<

tants of this town, influenced by fuperflition, fell

upon the many Jews who then lived there, and

barbaroufly murdered them.

This town having fent members 23, 26, 28,

30, 2Z> and 34 Edw. I. and 15 Edw. II. and

to a council 1 1 Edw. III. made no other return

till Edward IV's reign, who incorporated it anno

regni i, 1461, under the government of an

alderman, which was, by King Charles II. anno

1664, changed into a mayor.

Corporation.—It is governed by a mayor,

a recorder, twelve aldermen, a town clerk,

twenty-four capital burgelfes, and two ferjeants

at mace,

^liGHT OF Election— 1735, 8 March, Is in

the inhabitants paying fcot and lot, and not re-

ceiving alms.

2 Number



35 5 GRE AT G RIMSBY.

Number of Voters—About 500.

Returning Officer.—The mayoh

Patron—The Earl of Exeter.

GREAT^ GRIMSBY.

Political Character.—This borough is en-

tirely under the controul of Charles Anderfon

Pelham, efq. member for the county. A ftrong

oppofition was made at the lafl general eledtion,

in 1790, by the Hon. William Wefley Pole, bro-

ther to the Earl of Mornington, one of the lords

of the treafury, and Robert Wood, Efq. aided

by the weight of government influence, which

proved inefFedluaL The candidates in Mr. Pel-

ham's interefl were returned ; a petition was pre-

fented by Mr. Pole and Mr. Wood, which ended

in a void election ; but Mr. Pelham's friends

were re-chofen.

Corporation.—It is governed by a mayor,

a high-fteward, a recorder, eleven aldermen,

twelve common-councilmen, two coroners, two
bailiffs, a town-clerk, and

.. three ferjeants at

mace.

Right of Election.—There is no refolution

of the houfe refpeding the right of elcdion; but

it
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it is underftood to be in the freemen, being in-

habitants.

Number of Voters—75.

Returning Officer—The mayor.

Patron—Charles Anderfon Pelham, efq.

BOSTON.

Political Character.—This place is re-

markable for the many contradidory refola-

tions of the houfe of commons, refpecting the

right of eledion. It was firft refolved to be in

the commonalty, then in the mayor, aldermen,

common-council, and freemen, and laftly in the

freemen paying fcot and lot. It is entirely under

the influence of the Duke of Ancafter, whofe in-

tereft always brings in the members. A petition

was prefented, after the laft elcdion, by General

Smith, complaining of the moft flagrant adls of

corruption; but this petition was afterwards

withdrawn, at the requeft of a gentleman of

high rank, with whom the contefting parties had

each the honour of an acquaintance.

The eledors of this place demand thtir fep-

tennialfApend with as much confidence as if it w as

the rent of an eftate, and generally receive it with

as much punctuality as if they had a limilar

claim.

Cor-
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Corporation^—This town is governed by a

mayor, who is chief clerk of the market, and

admiral of the coafl, a recorder, twelve alder-

men, a town clerk, eighteen common-council-

men, a judge, and marlhal of the admiralty, a

coroner, two ferjeants at mace, and other offi-

cers.

Right of Election—1628, Sib March. In

the commonalty, and not in the mayor, alder-

men, and common council.

17H, 20th March, Only in the mayor, al-

dermen and common-council, and freemen of

the faid borough, refident in it, and paying fcot

and lot.

1 719, 2d March, Only in the mayor, alder-

men, common-council, and freemen refident in

the faid borough, paying fcot and lot ; fuch

fireemen claiming their freedom by birth or fer-

vkudc.

Number of Voters—About i^oo.

Returning Officer—The mayor.

Patron—Dukeof Ancaller,

MIDDLE-
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MIDDLESEX.

Political Character.

1 HIS county is remarkable for that true fpi-

rit of independence which the freeholders dif-

played in their contefl: with the houfe of com-

mons, from the year 1768 to the year 1782.

The important fubjcv5l which engaged their

attention, is the greatefl that mankind can be

employed in ; and the firmnefs and refolution

with which they fupported their own rights, and

thofe of their fellow-citizens, will be handed

down to pofterity with that enthufiaftic ap-

plaufe their patriotic labours of fourteen years

fo richly merit, and which, being finally crowned

with fuccefs, holds up a lelfon to future admini-

flrations, that, however venal and corrupt their

adherents may be, the fpirit of honeft perfeve-

ranee will always prevail over miniflerial influ-

ence.

At the general eledion in 1768, John Wilkes,

cfq. who was juft returned from hi^ exile, Avas

unanimoufly nominated^ at a numerous meeting

of the freeholders of this county, held at the

Vol. I. B b affembly
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afTembly-room, at Mile End, on the 20th of

March, to reprefent this county in parHament. On

the 28th of the fame month the clcdion came on

at Brentford, when Sir William Bcauchamp Proc-

tor, bart. and George Cgoke, efq. the late mem-

bers, were candidates j Mr. Wilkes was alfo put

in nomination ; and at the clofc of the poli^ the

nymbers were, for

John Wilkes, cfq. 1292

George Cooke, efq. 827

Sir W. B. Prodor, 807

Whereupon the fheriffs, Meflicurs Hallifax and

Shakefpeare, declared Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Cooke

to be duly elected. On the loth of May fol-

lowing, the parliament met, when no bufmefs

.of confequence was done, except choofing their

fpeakeri &c. until their prorogation.

On the 8th of November, 1768, the parlia-

ment met again ; and on the 14th of November

following, a petition* was prefented to the houfe

from Mr. Wilkes, then a prifoner in the King's

Bench. This petition, which furnifhed an occa-

lion for the memorable proceedings that fol-

lowed, contained a recapitulation of all the pro-

ceedings againft Mr. Wilkes, from the time of

his firll apprehenfion, by a general warrant in

April
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April 1763J to the time of his commitment to

the King's Bench prifon, in 1768.

The petition produced an order, for the propef

officers to lay before the hoiife a copy of the re-

cords of the proceedings upon the feveral informa-

tions in the court of King's Bench againfl

Mr. Wilkes. After which, the journals andrefolu-

tions of the houfe, upon that fubjeA, in the ye'ar

^763, being examined, a day was appointed for

the hearing of the matter of the petition, and

alfo of the proceedings in the court of King's

Bench, of which notice was ordered to be given

to Mr. Wilkes : a great number of perfons alfo^

who were concerned as adlors or witnefTes in

thefe tranfadlions, among whom was Mr. Webb,

late fecretary to the Treafury, and againft whom

a heavy charge was laid in the petition, were

ordered to attend the houfe at the fame time.

Some perfons of great weight in oppofition, from

the beginning, recommended to the miniftry, thac

this petition fhould be paiTed by without notice,

and very flrongly pointed out the mifchievous

confequences which muft attend an enquiry in-

to that fort of matter to the houfe at large, arid

particularly to the miniders themfctves. Du-
ring this interval, fome motions were made upon

the fub^^d, the want of fuccefs in which, feemed

B b 2 in-
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indicative of the difpofition that prevailed within

doors, in regard to the popular prifoner, whofe

prefent fituation excited the greateft attention

w ithout. Among thefe, it was moved to addrefs

his majefly, that the auditor of the imprefs

Ihould lay before the houfe copies of all fuch

accounts as had been pafTed, declared, or recei-

ved, from Philip Carteret Webb, efq. fince Mid-

fummer, 1762, which was pafTed in the negative.

In the mean time Mr. Webb petitioned for an

opportunity to vindicate himfelf, at the bar of

the houfe, from the charges that were made

againft him ; which he was allowed to do, either

by himfelf or his counfel, at the time of hearing

the matter of the petition. Application having

been made alfo by Mr. Wilkes for liberty to

attend the houfe, in order to fupport the allega-

tions of his petition, it was complied with, and

liberty of counfel allowed him for that purpofe*

After thefe previous fteps had been taken, the

time for hearing the matter of the petition, which

had been originally fixed for the 2d o£.December,

was however put off to the 12th of the fame

month ; after which it was finally adjourned to

the 27th of the following January ; at which

time the miniftry feemed undetermined how to

ad 5 but a proceeding of Mr. Wilkes afforded

a new
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a new oppoHunity or pretence to renew the pro-,

fecution againft him. On one hand, many in

adminiftration and office were exceedingly averfe

to taking any ftep relative to this gentleman, as

ITiany inconveniences had formerly been expe-

rienced from fuch a condud, and more were ap.

prehended from a revival of it. Neither did the

oppolition feem willing to prefs the minifler

on that bufinefs; the very motion by which

Mr. Wilkes's petition had been introduced

into that houfe, having prayed no more thari

that it ihould lay on the table; a method, ac-

cording to the cuflom of that aflembly, of ci-

villy pafling into oblivion fuch matters as they

do not choofe to attend to, or formally to re-

jed. It feems however that the party mofl

animated towards the profecution prevailed at

length.

Mr. Wilkes, having by fome means procured

a Xopy of a letter from the Secretary of State, to

certain magiflrates of Surry, refpeding their

employing the military to aid the civil power,

in quelling a riot in St. George's Fields, by -which

Mr. Allen, a young man of exemplary charader,

and refpedable conneclions, loll his life*;

B b 3 The

* A monuixient to commemorate this fatal cataflrophe U
|rc^ed in the ch«rch-yar4 of St. Mary, Newingion,
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The Secretary of State acknowledged him,

felf the writer of the letter, and made a complaint

in the houfe of lords, as a peer, of a breach of

privilege ; and the publiihers of the news-papers

having acknowledged that they received a copy

of the letter from Mr. Wilkes, a complaint was

made to the commons, of the conduct of their

member, and a conference held upon the fubject

by the two hoiifes ; and the matter being agi-

tated, during the enquiry into the merits of Mr.

Wilkes's petition, he with great boldnefs, before

the houfe, confefled himfelf the author of the

prefatory remarks, as well as of having fent the

whole to the news printer.

The matter of the petition having undergone

a long examination, during which Mr. Wilkes,

m the cuftody of the marlhal of the King's Bench,

attended the houfe, it was finally refolved, " That
•* the two orders made by Lord Mansfield, lord

" chiefjuflice of the King's Bench, for the amend-
*' ment of the information exhibited in the faid

" court againft Mr. Wilkes, w ere according to

" law and juftice, and the pradlice of the laid

" court : that the complaint of Mr. Wilkes, in

" refpedl thereof, is frivolous ; and that the af-r

<? perfions upon the faid chiefjuflice, for making

" the faid two orders, truly conveyed, are utterly

** ground-
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" groundlcfs, and tend to prejudice the minds of

^' the people againfb the adminiftration of pub--

" lie juilice." It was at the fame time refolved,

that the charge againft Philip Carteret Webb,

efq. was not made good.

The Secretary of State's letter, and the prefa-

tory remarks, were next day taken under confi-

deration ; when it was refolved, " That the intro-

" dud:ion of a letter, addrefled to Daniel Ponton,

'* efq, chairman of the quarter feffions at Lam-
*f beth, of which John Wilkes, efq.- a member

^' of the houfe, had confefled himfelf the author

" and publifhcr, was an infolent, fcandalous, and

" malicious libel, tending to inflame the minds

" of his majefly's fubjedls to fedition, and to a

" total fubverlion of all good order and legal

"government."

Thefe refolutions were ihimediately, after

long and violent debates, followed by cxf^Kioa ;

in the vote of which, his former crimes, for which

he was now fuffering punilhment, were compli-

cated with the prefent charge ; and a new writ

^vas accordingly ifilied for the election of a

niember in his room.

The next day, at a very numerous meeting of

the freeholders of Middlefex, held at the Mile-

end aiTcmbly-room, George Bellas, efq. was called

B b ^ to
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to the chair, when James Tovvnfliend, efq.

member of parliament for We{l-Lx)oe, in Corn-

wal], and afterwards alderman ofLondon, recom-

mended the refolution of re-eledling Mr. Wilkes

in a very elegant and animated fpeech, in which he

obferved, that he had never feen nor Ipoken to

Mr. Wilkes before his late expullion ; that he

regarded his caufe folely as the caufe of the

people, diveiled of every perfonal confideration

or connexion ; that the oppreffion and injuries

Mr. Wilkes had fuffered, were fufficient to roufe

the indignation of every man, who had one gene-

rous fentiment in his breaft, or the leaft fenfe of

freedom and regard for the conflitution j and

that he would affert the right of the freeholders

to the choice of their reprefentatives, by going

to give his vote for Mr. Wilkes, in cafe of fu-

ture expulfion, as long as he fhould havQ a

lliillj ng left, or one leg to hop down to Brent-

ford.

John Sawbridge, efq. member for Hithe^

in Kent, feconded this motion with great fpirit,

concluding with the words of Mr. Wilkes's ad-

drefs, ** That if once the miniftry fliali be per-

*' mitted to fay whom the freeholders lliall not

« choofe, the next ftep will be to tell them whom

<<they/>^//choofe.'*

2 Mr, Horne^
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Mr. Home, Samuel Vaughan, efq. Sir Fran-

cis Blake Delaval, Eyre, efq. Jones,

efq. and many other gentlemen of property and

charafter, fpoke to the fame efFed.

Mr. Wilkes was re-elecjed at Brentford, on

|:he 1 6th, member for the county, by the unani^

mous voice of above two thoufand of the moll

refped:able freeholders, who, notwithftanding it

proved a very wet day, attended at their own ex-

pence, early in the morning, to fupport this re-

eledion, left any candidate in the oppofite inte-

reft, fhould have been, by a party, attempted to

be furprifed upon the county at the huftings.

Every thing was conducted with the moft flrid

and fingular good order. He was put up by

James Townfhend, efq. member for Weft-Looe

;

and when the re-eledtion was declared, they all

around teflified their joy by the moft loud and

unanimous fhouts of applaufe. It may be truly

faid, that this re-eledlion did not coft Mr.

Wilkes a fingle ftiilling, fo unanimous and fo

hearty were the people in his favour.

The next day, the 17th of February, 1769,

the return of the previous day having been made

to the houfe, it was refolved, that Mr. Wilkes

]iaving been expelled this feflion, was, and is,

incapable of being eleded a member of the

prefent
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prefent parliament. This fecond eledion was

declared void, and a new writ ordered to be

ifTued accordingly.

On the 1 6th of March, a third eledlion was

held at Brentford, for an eledlion of a knight of

the fhire, when 'Charles Dingley made an offer

to oppofe this popular candidate ; but being very

roughly handled by the populace, he thought it

iiioft prudent to decline ; upon which Mr. Wilkes

-was again re-ele(fled without oppofition.

It appears, that, at the above eledlion, Mr.

Dingley had not properly confidered how far his

natural fortitude was equal to the arduous talk of

oppofing the predominant fpirit of a free people :

if he had flood the poll only for one hour, it

was the determination of miniftry, as they had

declared in the circle of their private friends, to

get him feated by a fpecial vote of the houfe, as

they afterwards did in the cafe of Colonel Lut-

trel. The reception, however, that he met

with, and the countenance of the freeholders,

had fuch an effedl upon him, that he was glad to

retire with his life, not having been able to find

a man in the county that was hardy enough to

put him in nomination. This ele<flion, as well

as the former, was declared void j and near ano-

ther month was fuflfered to elapfe, before the time
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was fixed for a new one. It was now thought chat

this mode of eledting and declaring void, would

have been carried on to the end of the feflion

;

and that it would then have lain over to the next

meeting, in which time the minds of men might

have cooled, or fome impediment might have

been found to change the nature of the difcuf-

fion ; and many thought, that in the prefent cir^

cumflances, it would have been the moll: prudent

Gonducl that could have been purfued ; for

though 'great debates arofe concerning the refo-

lution of incapacitation, and the fubfequent ones

of voiding the eledlion^ yet the public did not

think themfelves fo much interefted in them, nor

their rights in any degree fo materially afFeded,

as by the fucceeding meafure.

A different condud was however adopted : a

gentleman in a military charader, and of con-

fiderable connexions, though of no fortune or in-

tereft immediately in the county, was hardy-

enough to vacate his feat in parliament by the

acceptance of a nominal place, and to encounter

the whole weight of popular odium, by decla-

ring himfclf a candidate for the county of Middle-

fex ; a meafure at that time fuppofed to be at-

tended with fo much danger, that policies were

faid
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faid to have been opened upon his life at fomc

of the infurance-offices in the city.

This danger however proved to be only ima-

ginary ; for though fome riots happened upon

the road, the election was conducted with great

order ; the fear of giving any handle to difpute

its validity, having proved fuperior to every

other coniideration with the freeholders. Though

the whole weight of court intereft was thrown

into the fcale in this gentleman's favour, yet a

majority of near four to one appeared againll

him upon the eledion ; the numbers being, on

the polJ,

For John Wilkes, efq. 1143

For Colonel Luttrel, only 299

Majority in favour of the 1 «

caufe of Liberty, 3

Two days after this election, a refolution was

carried in the houfe, by a majority of 221 to

139, that Colonel Luttrel ought to have been

returned a knight of the fhire for the county of

Middlefex ; and the deputy clerk of the crown

was ordered to amend the return, by rafing out

the name of Mr. Wilkes, and inferting that of

Colonel Luttrel in its place. Fourteen days

h^ving^ been allowed for a petition againft this

decifion^
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decifion, one was accordingly prefented, figned

by feveral freeholders, which was again brought

into very warm and ferious debate ; when, how-

ever, upon a divifion, the former refolution was

confirmed by a majority.

As no public meafure, fince the acceflion of

the prefent royal family, had incited fo general

an alarm, or caufed fo univerfal a difcontent as

the prefent, fo was no other ever oppofed with

more firmnefs, or debated with greater ability;

nor has any other political fubjed been fo ably

difcufTed without doors, or produdtive offo many

maflerly writings.

Mr. Cooke, the other member for Middle-

fex, died in Odlober, 1768. On the 8th of No-

vember following, the eledion came on at Brent-

ford, for a knight of the fhire in his room, when

Sir William Beauchamp Prodor, the late member,

who had been oufled by Mr. Wilkes, became a

candidate in the minifterial intereft; and John

Glynn, efq. ferjeant at law, was propofed by

the friends of liberty. About two of the clock,

Mr. Serjeant Glynn having polled a great majo-

rity over his opponent, a defperate riot broJ;c

out on a fudden ; the mob mounted the hufting;s,

attempted to feize the poll-books, and entirrly

put a ftop to the eledion. Great numbers of

ftee-
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freeholders were hurt in trying to get away, and

the reniainder of the day was a fcene of riot and

confufion. The eledlion was continued by va-

rious adjournments, until the 14th of the fame

month, when the poll was finally clofed ; the

numbers being,

For Mr. Serjeant Glynn, 154- .

For Sir W. B. Prodor, 12-78

Majority for Mr. Serjeant Glynn, 264

Whereupon that gentleman was declared duly

eleded. The numbers polled at this eledion

exceeded by forty-two the greateft number polled

upon any preceding occafion.

The riot on the 8th inftant, by the friends of

Sir W. 13. Frodlor, having the label '' Prodtor

**and liberty'* in their hats, was producSlive of

moft ferious confequences. Mr. George Clarke,

a young gentleman, was murdered by one of

tliofe mifcreants, as he flood at the huftings, du-

ring the time of polling. The body was taken

to the White-Hart, Welbeck-flreet, where the

coroner's inquefl: was taken, before Edward Um-
freville, efq. one of the coroners .of the county

of Middlefex, and a very refpedablc jury, when

it appeared, from very clear and pofitive evi-

dence
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dence, that his death was occalioned by a blow

given him by a ftick or bludgeon, by fome of the

mob concerned in the riot, during the elcdioii

on the 8th inftant. The jury, very prudently,

defircd to have the afliftance and opinion of a

furgeon ; when a very eminent one was fent for,

who, after opening the head of the deceafed, and

examining him in a very particular manner,

gave his opinion, that the faid blow was the caufe

of his death. The jury, without the leaft hefi-

tation, gave in their verdid:, « Wilful murder

" againft fome perfon or perfons unknown.'*

Laurence Balf, and Edward Macquirk, were

afterwards apprehended for the above murder,

and took their trial at the Old Bailey, on the

14th of January, 1769, when it appeared that

the prifoners were hired, with others, previous

to the day of eledion, for the purpofe of keeping

the peace, and aflifting the friends of Sir W.
B. Prodorj that for fome time the poll went

on with the greateft regularity, and with-

out the leaft interruption ; that all at once the

prifoners, with others, began in a moft outrageous

manner to ftrike and knock down, indifcrimi-

nately, all who came in their way 5 and that the

deceafed was one of the unhappy perfons who

was thus violently attacked. They were both,

upon
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Upon the cleareft evidence, found guilty. The

recorder then pafled fentence of death, and in his

fpeech obferved, that the procurers, however dig-

nified, as well as the procured, were not exempt,

by the laws, from equal punifhment.

The trial lafted fourteen hours, and was at-

tended by the fulleft court ever known.

Thefe men, as well as thofe concerned in the

murder of Mr. Allen, afterwards received his

majefty's free pardon.

Although Colonel Luttrel continued to keep

his feat, in confequence of the unconftitutional

decifion of the houfe of commons, until the

clofe of that parliament in 1774, he was never

acknowledged by the eledtors of Middlefex, or by

the people at large, as one of their reprefenta-

tives ; and whenever an order was made for a call

of the houfe, the fherifFs of Middlefex always

fummoned John Wilkes, efq. and John Glynn,

to attend their duty in parliament, as the legal

-jeprefentatives of the county.

At the enfuing general eledion in 1774, Mr.

Wilkes, and Mr. Serjeant Glynn, were unani-

-moufly re-eleAed ; and the houfe of commons

feeling themfelves fo unequal to the oppoling the

fenfe of a whole nation, fuffered Mr. Wilkes to

take his feat without any further oppofition.

This
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This county unfortunately lofing Mr. Serjeant

Glynn in the year 1779, "^^^^ ^^^^ ^" ^^^ month

of September, the minifter, aided by the late

Duke of Northumberland, again attempted to

obtrude a reprefentative upon the county j and

Colonel Tuffnell accordingly vacated his feat for

Beverly, to become a candidate upon that in-

tercft. The late George Byng, efq. who >v'as at

that time member for Wigan, in the county of

Lancafter, was put in nomination by the patri-

otic party; but the minifter refufmg to give

the Chiltern Hundreds to this gentleman, as he

had done to Colonel Tuffnell, prevented his

being in a capacity, at that time, to accept of the

honour intended him. The independent gentle-

men of the county then prevailed upon Mr-

Wood, of Littleton, to become their reprefen-

tative for the remainder of that parliament, when

Mr. Byng's incapacity would be removed by its

diflblution.

Upon Mr. Wood's coinciding with the wiihcs

of the freeholders. Colonel Tuffnell, being con-

vinced that he had no chance of fucceeding, de-

clined the conteft, and Mr. Wood was unani-.

moufly eleded.

At the general eledlion in 1780, Mr. Byng

was unanimoufly eledled, together with Mr.

Vol. I. Cc Wilkes,

I
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Wilkes, who received that honour from his con-

ftituents the iixth time.

On the 3d of May, 1782, the motion which

had been annually made for twelve years, for

expunging from the journals of the houfe of

commons the famous refolution of the 17th of

February, 1769, for the expullion of Mr. Wilkes,

after fo long a fucceflion of defeats, now termi-

nated, by a majority of 68 ; the numbers, on

the divifion, being, ayes 115, noes 47. It was

afterwards refolved unanimoufly, that the faid

cxpulfion was illegal and unconftitutional.

The coalition taking place the following year,

was produdlive of exadly the fame confequcnces

between the reprefentatives of this county, as

with the members for Weftminfter. Mr. Main-

waring was propoled as a candidate, in oppo-

fition to Mr. Byng, and was eledled by a con-

iiderable majority, in conjundlion with Mr.

Wilkes, at the dilTolution of the parliament which

took place in 1784.

At the lafl: general eledlion, in 1790, Mr.

Wilkes declined the honour of fitting in parlia-

ment, and was fuccceded by George Byng, efq.

fon of the late member, and Mr, Mainwaring was

rc-chofen.

. Middlefex
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Middlefex is divided into fix hundreds, and

two liberties; has nearly two hundred parifhcs,

exclufive of thofe in London and Weflminfler :

it is twenty-three miles long, about fourteen

broad, and about a hundred and fifteen miles in

circuit ; it has feven market towns, and contains

two hundred and forty fquare miles, or two

hundred and feventeen thoufand fix hundred

acres.

Though this is reckoned one of the fmalleft

counties, in point of extent, in 'the kingdom, yet,

on account of London and Weflminfler, it pays

eighty parts out of five hundred and thirteeen of

the land-tax. It fends 1 600 men to the national

militia, exclufivc ofLondon and the Tower Ham-
lets. Its principal river is the Thames, which

is navigable 138 miles inland, from London-

bridge to Lechlade, at which place it is continued

by a canal to the Stroud-water canal, and through

it to the Severn, which was opened November 1 8,

1789, ac the expence of ;^. 200,000. By means

of this inland navigation, the internal trade of

the country may be carried on in time of war

without the interruption of our enemies.

This county has been long famous for being

the refidence of the king and his court, as alfo

of the nobility, courts of juftice, &c. Mere

C c 2 likewife
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likewife are lituate the houfes of lords and com*

mons, and feveral royal palaces, together with

a great number of fuperb buildings, a defcrip-

tion of which does not come within the limit*

ofour plan.

The two IherifFs of the city of London arc

alfo the Iheriffs of this county, annually chofen

at Guildhall by the livery, and are afterwards

prefented before the barons of the Exchequer for

approbation.

LONDON.

Political Character.-—This city,whichisonc

of the firft in magnitude, population, commerce,

and opulence, ^n Europe, has no more weight in

the legiflative reprcfentation of the country,

than the united boroughs of Weymouth ami

Melcombe Regis, which are the property of an

individual. Its members are not the reprefen^

tatives of the inhabitant houfekeepers, refidcnt

and paying taxes within the city, but of a cor-

porate franchife, derived under ancient charters,

limited and confirmed by an acft of parliar-

ment 11 George L chap. 18, fed. i. to the

liverymen of the faid city. In order to be pof-

fclied of this eledlive right, a man mufl have

obtained
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obtained his freedom of one of the trading

companies, and likcwife of the city of London^

cither by birth, as the fon of a freeman born

after his father became free ; by fervitude, as

having ferved feven years apprenticefliip to a

freeman ; by gift of the corporation ; or by pur-

chafe, and afterwards, by being admitted to the

livery of one of the companies. This lafl qua-

lification was not always neceffary, the right of

eledlion anciently having been in the freemei\

at large, which was the fubjedt of many con-

ui\s^ until 1 1 George I. gave a peremptory right

to the livery only. The prefent number is under

8000 ; but if the right were in the freemen at

large, the eledors would be nearly ten times that

number; or if it were in the inhabitant houfe-

keepers, agreeable to our ancient free confti-

tution, the number would be 22,000,

The civil government of this city is the firfl

and befl in this country, both with regard to the

refpe(5}ability of its officers, and their integrity in

the adminiftration of jullice. The magiftrates,

chofen by the freemen of each refpcdive ward,

are popular in their organization, unfliackled

by court influence, independent in their offices,

and accountable to their fellow-citizens for the

impartial difcharge of the duties of their func-

C c 3 tion^
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tion ; their future elevation to the offices of

Iheriff, mayor, and member of parliament, de-

pending on the exemplary difcharge of their

municipal power.

This city is governed by a lord mayor, re-

corder, 26 aldermen, 2 Iherilfs, and 236 com-

mon-council. The lord mayor is chofen out

of the 26 aldermen by the livery, on Michael-

mas day, who return two to the court of alder-

men, out of whom the court makes choice of

one to ferve that important office. The ilieriffs

are likewife chofen by the livery in common

hall, and may either be feleded from the court

oT aldermen, or from among the freemen at

large. The aldermen and common-council are

chofen by the inhabitant houfekeepers, being

freemen of the refpedlive wards of Alderfgate,

AldgatCj, Baffifhaw, Billingfgate, Bifhopfgate,

Bread Street, Bridge Without, or Southwark^

Bridge Within, Broad Street, Candlewick, Caf-

tle Baynard, Cheap, Coleman Street, Cordwai-

ner, Cornhill, Cripplegate^ Dowgate, Farring-

don Without, Farringdon Within, Langborn,

Lime Street, Portfoken^ Queenhithe, Tower,

Vintry, and Walbrook, The aldermen hold

their offices for lifcj ^)ut the common council

^^•e cledled annually, on St. Thomases day. The

recorder
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recorder is chofen by the court of aldermen, and

holds his office for life. The other city officers

of importance are, the cham.berlaln, common

ferjeant, town clerk, comptroller, collector of

the city dues, two judges of the fheriff's court,

four city counfel, two fccondaries of the Comp-

ter, a remembrancer, and folicitor.

The lord mayor his fotir efquh-es of his houfe-

hold, a fword-bearer, a mace-tearer or crier,

the water bailiff, and the common hunt ; fix gen-

tlemen of ditto, two city marfhals, and fix mar-

shal's men. ,

'

This city has had the honour of fending to

parliament fome of the moft diftinguifhed pa-

triots that have adorned the page of Britifh hif-

tory : among whom may be named Sir John Bar-

nard, Sir Stephen Theodore JanfTen, and the late

William Beckford, efq. But how does the poli-

tical virtue of a great people degenerate, when

a penfioner and a contradtor can obtain a fuccef-

fion to the reprefentative trufl of fuch charadiers!

In this metropolis miniflerial and ariftocratical

influence have no operation; artificial dignity is

unknown ; and no fuperiority u acknov^edged, but

that which arifes from ability and merit. In the

exercife of the firll privilege of a freeman^ the

dekgation of legiflative power to the reprcfen-

C c 4 taiives^
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tatives, rhey are neither awed by the tyranny ofcon-

trol, nor influenced by the incitement ofcorruption.

This city had fummons fent to return mem-
bers to parliament fo early as in the reign of 49
Henry III. and were, 6 Edward III. increafed

to four, which it fent very often in this reign ;. and

has ever fince 43 Edward IIL conftantly returned

four members to parliament.

Corporation— Confifts of a lord mayor, re*

corder, two fheriffs, 26 aldermen, and 236 com-

mon-councilmen.

Right of Election—By a<5l of parliament

J I Geo. II. in the livery only.

Number OF Voters—7000.

RiTURNiNG Officers—The {heriffs.

WESTMINSTER.

Political Character.—This city could

never boaft of that virtue or independence which

has dignified her eldefl: lifter the city of London.

Her reprefentatives have generally been feleded

from the eldeft fons of the nobility, who were

higheft in court favour, or from placemen in the

fuperior departments of office s and, though the

right of eledion is popular and free, it is not at

I all
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all furprifing, when we recoiled that this is the

feat of royalty, the refidence of adminiftration,

and that all the offices of government are held

within its limits.

As an evidence, however, that the people,

wherever they have the exercifc of that power

which nature and a free conftitution gives, will

exercife it in defiance of controul, the eleflors

of Weftminfter, upon a vacancy which happened

in 1769, by the prefent Lord Sandys fucceeding

to the peerage, feeling a jufl: refentment at the

unconftitutional mcafures adopted in refpeCt to

the Middlefex eledion, and which were repro-

bated by the whole kingdom, they returned the

late Sir Robert Barnard to parliament, who had

diflinguiflied himfelf in fupport of the rights of

the freeholders of Middlefex, againft all the in-

fluence and intrigue of the adminiftration of that

(day.

At the following eledlion, in 1774, Lord Vif-

count Mahon, now Earl Stanhope, and Lord

Vifcount Mountmorres, were candjidates on the

independent intereft of this city j afid f^arl Percy,

now Duke of Northumberland, in conjuntflion

with the Earl of Lincoln, fon ofthe Duke ofNew-
caftle, were fupported by the united intercft of

the ariflocracy and adminiftration ; the two latter

fucceedcd
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fucceeded againfl the former by a majority of

nearly two to one.

From this period, to the general eledion of

1780, the city of Weftminftcr was ranked, in the

public opinion, with the mod obfequious bo-

roughs, the Duke of Newcaftle and the Duke

ofNorthumberland being confidered as its politi-

cal rulers; and fo completely did their afcendancy

appear to be eftabliflied, that upon the accelTion

of Earl Percy to the peerage, on the death of

his mother, their nomination of Lord Peterfham,

now Earl of Harrington, was fubmitted to with

fcarcely the Ihew of an oppofition, although Sir

Watkin Lewes was propofed by feveral inde-

pendent eledors, who virtuoufly offered to defray

the legal and neceflary expences of a poll.

At the general cled:ion, in 1780, the city of

Weftminfter effedlually burft the chains of arif-

tocratical influence. The inhabitants having

formed an alTociatioafor the purpofe of effedling

a parliamentary reform, correcting the expendi-.

ture of the public revenue, and putting an end

to the ruinous American war; and that afib-

ciation having appointed a committee, compofed

of gentlemen of the firft ability, patriotifm

and integrity; the emancipation of this popu^

louscity was foon effecled by their united exertions^

The
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The miniflry, feeling the vigorous arm of af-

fociated independence too powerful for the

feeble reliftance of ariflocracy, contented them-

felves with attempting to QdiXYj one membery m the

perfon of Lord Lincoln, uniting with him the po-

pularity of Sir George (afterwards Lord) Rodney,

who was propofed by the aflbciation, in conjunc-

tion with their illuftrious chairman, the Right

Honourable Charles James Fox.

The event, however, demonftrated that this

pargal effort was only the expiring druggie of

undue influence ; for, after a poll of dne-and-

twenty days, Mr. Fox was eled:ed by a majority

of fix hundred and twenty-lix votes, in conjunc-

tion with Sir George Rodney, againft whom there

was no oppofition.

In 1782, Sir George Rodney vacated his feat

by accepting a peerage, when Sir Cecil Wray,

bart. was invited by the committee of the affoci-.

ation to become 'a candidate, and was unani-»

moufly approved and eled:ed by the conftituen^

body.

The unpopular coalition which took place the

enfuing year, and which divided the people fron^

the parliament, the fupporters of liberty from the

caufe itfelf, and the advocates of public men

frora one another, created a divifion between

(he
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the great afTertor of this city's independence, and

his virtuous colleague Sir Cecil Wray; men

whofe integrity was inviolable, whofe patriotifm

was unfhaken, and in whom the genuine prin-

ciples of freedom were congenial.

The ariilocracy did not fail to improve this

mifchievous opportunity; but in alliance with the

new-fangled admiVftration of the moment, who

compofe the motley group of the prefent day, and

whofe heterogeneous combination exceeds by far

the political deformity of the Coalition, took the

advantage of popular refentment and difunion,

to introduce Lord Hood to the reprefentation at

the enfuing general eledion in 1 7 84. His lord-

ihip, however, vacating his feat in 1788, on being

appointed one of the lords of the admiralty, the

independence of the city again manifelled itfelfin

the reje(flion of a placeman, and in the choice of

Lord John Townfhend, by a majority equal to

that which was obtained by Mr. Fox on his firfl

election.

This vidlory was, however, faid to be obtained

at the cxpence of fifty thoufand pounds ; a tax

fo enormous and fevere upon the freedom of

eledion, as to obliterate even the name, unlefs

the virtue and good fenfe of the nation fhall

teach
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teach them to defpife the grofs arts that are prac-

tifed upon the mod difgraccful of the humarx

paffions, to intoxicate them into a furrender of

their birth-right for a mefs of pottage, or to

make their own imbecility the inftrument of

their degradation.

We truft, however, the period is not very di-

flant, when a perfedl fyftem of reprefentation

Ihall be eftablifhcd, when the whole nation Ihall

be exhibited at the fame hour employed in

cxercifmg the important right of electing their

reprefentatives, without the poflibility of incur-

ring expence ; when each individual ihall de-

pofit his fulfrage in the parilh where he relides,

inftead of travelling, at the expence of a candidate,

from London to Berwick, or from Yorkfliire to

Cornwall, as is at prefent the pradtice ; and when

fuch regulations fhall prevent the worft abufes of

the bell inllitutions that can impart happinef* to

a people.

A difgraceful compromife has been the con-

fequence of thefe unlimited expences, in which

the^ dignity of the city, its independence, and

right to a perfedl reprefentation, are facrificed

;

for whatever public mcafure has the fandion

of one member, in the prefent divilion of party,

muft be oppofed by the other; and the moll

populous
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populous city in the empire is of courfe de-

prived of its voice in all the national con-^

cerns.

Mr. Home Tookc made a formidable op-

pofition to this unconftitutional coalition ; and

we lament, with every friend to liberty, it was

not a fuccefsful one. The decided and deter-

mined deteflation of coalitions to deflroy the

freedom of cledlion, which was fhewn by the free-

men of Liverpool, upon the late union of Lord

Penrhyn and Mr. Bamber Gafcoigne, if once

generally adopted, would effeclually check this

confpiracy of parties, and reftore the electors to

the legal and conflitutional exercife of their

franchife.

Petitions.—A petition was prefented to the

houfe ofcommons in the year 1774, by Lord Ma-

hon, now Earl Sranhope, and Lord Mountmorres,

againft the return of Earl Percy, now Duke of

Northumberland, and the Earl of Lincoln j in

"which it was Itated, That divers peers and lords

of parliament publicly convafled, and otherwife

unduly interfered in the eledlion, contrary to

feveral exprefs refolutions of the houfe ; and

that they allowed to the elecflors, and feveral per-

fons who had or claimed a right to vote, money,

meat, drink, entertainment, or provifion ; and that

by
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by thofe and other undue means a majority was

procured.

A letter was proved to have been fent from

the Earl of Exeter's fteward in the country, to

his lordfhip's forter in town, diredling him to alk

certain votes for the fitting members.

It was alfo proved, that the Duke of Northum-

berland had called on feveral of the lower clafs of

voters.

The committee determined that the fitting

members were duly eledled.

Another petition was prefented to the houfe

by Sir Cecil Wray, and certain electors in his

intered, again!!: the return of Mr. Fox in 1784:

but the merits of it were not finally entered

into.

A third petition was prefented by Lord Hood,

againfi: the return of Lord John Townftiend in

1788, when, after an inveftigation of the right of

ele^ion within the faid city, the petitioner gave

up his claim, and left his opponent in poireflion

of his feat.

In determining the above queftion, the com-

mittee refolved, that the inhabitants of the liberty

of St. Martin's~le-Grand, which is in the centre

of the city of London, had a right to votCy and

that the inhabitants of the liberty of the Savoy,

2 alias
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alias St. John the Baptift, which is in the centr*

of the city of Weflminfter^Z?^i »o/ a right to vote^

in the eledion of members to ferve in parlia-

ment fo. the faid city.

By this refolution, near three hundred cledlors

were disfranchifed. An appeal againft this deci*

Hon was, however, made by certain electors

within the year, as the ad of the 28th of Geo. IlL

chap. 52, direds, which is ftill undetermined.

CORRUPTION AND TREASURY INTERFERENCE.

A complaint having been made to the houfe

of commons by Mr. Thompfon, member for

Evefham, and feconded by Mr. Lambton, mem-

ber for Durham, againfl George Rofe, efq. a

member of that houfe, and fccretary to the trea-

fury, for improper interference in the eledtion of

1788, when there was a conteft between Lord

John Townfhcnd and Lord Hood, and a motion

being made, that a committee be appointed to

take the fame into conlideration, it pafTcd in the

negative, by a majority of nearly three to one ; the

numbers for the queftion being 84, againfl it

231.

A meeting of the eledlors of Weflminfler

was convened, in confequence of the above

dccifion, when the following refolutions were

adopted

:

• March
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March 20, 1792.

WESTMINSTER MEETING.

At a numerous and refpedable Meeting of the

Independent Eledors of the City and Liberty

.
ofWestm iNSTER, held at the Crown and Anchor

Tavern^ this day,

Harry House, Efq. in the Chair,

The following refolutions were unanimoufly

agreed to

:

I. That it appears to this meeting that a mo-

tion was made on Tuefdaythe 13th of March,

1792, in the houfe of commons, for " An enquiry

** into all abufes committed by perfons in office

'^ at the eledlion of a member to ferve in parlia-

^' ment for the city of Weftminfter, in the month
^' of July 17 8 8, as far as the fame related to pe-

*' nalties incurred under the excife law, and lot^

^* tery adl;" which motion was rejedled.

II. That it appears to this meeting, that

George Smith, a publican in Weflminller, was in

the year 1788 convifted, on the profecution of

the attorney genera), in the fum of fifty pounds,

for brewing beer for fale, without a licence -, and

that the profecution was officially condudted by

John Vivihn, efq. folicitor to the board of ex-

^ife.^

Vol. I. D d III. That
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III. That, in the month of Odlober 1788, th^

faid George Smith was employed by George

Rofe, cfq. fecretary to the treafury, as an emif-

fary and agent in favour of Lord Hood, one of

the lords of the admiralty, at that time profe-

cuting a petition in parliament againfl Lord John

Townfhend, the fuccefsful candidate at the eJec-

tiorl for Wefbminfler in 1788; and that the faid

petition was tried before a committee of the houfe

of commons, in the months of April, May, and

June, 1789.

IV. That, in the month ofJanuary 1789, Geo,

Sniith applied to the faid George Rofe, efq.

flating the particular circumflances of this cafe in

a petition, and praying to have the penalty he

had incurred, remitted ; That the faid George

Rofe, efq. did forward the faid petition to the

chairman of the board of excife, and did after-

wards fend a letter to the fecretary, defiring as a

favour, that all proceedings on Smith's penalty

might be ftopped, till the chairman, who was at

that time abfent, returned to town.

V. Thar on the 8th of April 1789, the faid

George Rofe, efq. did write to the faid George

Smith, in thefe words ; « Mr. Rofe defires Mr.

«' Smith will call on him in Old Palace-yard, to

" morrow.
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« morrow morning, at eight o'clock, as Mr. Vi-

" vian will then be there.'*

VI. That it appears to this meeting, that the

fccretary of the treafury, in thus procuring a

fecret interview early in the morning, at his own

houfe, between the folicitor to the board of ex-

cife, and the conv idled defendant, adled in a man-

ner highly fufpicious.

VII. That, from the nature of the tranfadlion,

it is difficult to know what paffed at fuch a clan-

defline meeting ; but it appears by a receipt from

the cxcife-office, ligned ^* John Vivian," that no

part of the penalty incurred by the faid George

Smith was levied before the 14th of May, 1790,

being a refpite of above thirteen months, from

the time of the private interview at Mr. Rofe's

houfe.

VIII. That, during the firft part of thefe thir-

teen months, the faid George Smith was ex-

tremely ufeful to the treafury in forv/arding the

interefts of Lord Hood, the unfuccefsful can-

didate, and, during the latter part of the period,

extremely troublefome to the treafury, in demand^

ing to be paid for his fervices—That the excife

penalty appears to have flept, while he was an

election agent, and only became adive, when he

P d 2> Ihewed



396 WESTMINSTER.

fhewed himfclf in the fliape of an unfatisfied ere*-

ditor.

IX. That the faid George Smith, being unable

to procure from thefccretary of the treafury pay-

ment of his bill for his faid elcdlion fervices, as

his agent, brought an adion againit him to reco-

ver the amount.

X. That this aclion was tried in the month of

July, 1791, before the Lord Chief JuRice of the

court of King's Bench, by a fpccial jury, who, by

giving a verdicl for the whole demand of the

plaintiff, did thereby declare themfelves fatif-

fied that Smith had performed clec^lion fervices

againft Lord John Townflicnd, at the requefl

of the fecretary of the treafury. That the faid

adlion was defended by the folicitors to the trea-

fury.

XT. That, in the courfe of the trial of this

adion, the following material evidence was given

upon oath by the folicitor for Lord Hood^ viz.

« That Mr. Rofe had, while the petition againft

«' Lord John Townfliend was depending, affured

" him he might truft Smith, becaufe there was a

** profecution going on againft him in the excife ;

" and as a mark of the truft and confidence they

" had in him, they had interfered and ftepped in

« to ferve him/'
' XILThat
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XIL That this evidence was uncontroverted

upon the trial, and has fince been circulated in a

printed ftatement for above eight months, with-

out refutation.

XIII. That . the above-mentioned proceedings

do appear to this meeting to warrant an opinion,

that Mr. Rofe, by ufmg that influence with the

board of excife and its folicitor, which his fitua-

tion as fecretary to the treafury afforded him,

has endeavoured, as far as in him lay, to apply

the penalties provided by adl of parliament for

the punifhment of frauds upon the revenue, to

the corrupt purpof^of eftablifhing an undue in-

fluence in the eledlion of a member of parlia-

ment.

XIV. That this meeting, eonfiderirfg the great

and increaflng extenlion of the excife laws, and

the number of individuals fubjecl to their

operation, cannot but entertain the moft alarm-

ing apprehenfions of danger to the freedom of

cledion, fliould the influence, which admini-

ftration muft neceflarily have in the execution of

thofe laws, be made ufe of for the purpofe of

corrupting or intimidating the minds of the elec-

tors of this kingdom.

XV. That John Hofkins having been arrefted

on the affidavit of the folicitor of the lottery,

D d 3 and
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and then being a prifoner in the King*s Bench

prifon, for penalties to the amount of 70c ol. in-

curred under the lottery adl, did offer to the faid

folicitor, who at the time did alfo act as agent to

Lord Hood, to procure lixty votes for the faid

Lord Hood, in confideration of his releafe from

prifon.

XVI. That the folicitor of the lottery declined

complying with the laid propolition, until he had

confulted higher authority, and that, after a fhort

interval of time, the propofal was accepted ; and

on Holkins having procured fixty perfons to vote

for Lord Hood, he was adiually difcharged from

prifon, on bail notorioufly infufficicnt-

XVII. That the expence attending the putting

in and juMfying fuch bail, fo notorioufly infuf-

ficient, was in part defrayed by Lord Hood, a

candidate at the faid eledion, and one of the

ords of the admiralty.

XVIII. That there is reafon to believe that

this tranfadlion would have been traced to perfons

of higher authority, and that other inftances of

equal enormity on the part of the fefvants of the

crown in the faid ele(fl:ion, would have been

proved, had an enquiry been granted.

XIX. That the eledors of Weflminfter, taking

into their coniideration the above circumflances^

anxious
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firixious to maintain the freedom of eledion

thus daringly invaded^ to prevent a mifappli-

cation of the public money, and to preferve

from abufe powers which, even in the pureft exer-

cife of them, muft be coiifidered as dangerous,

but which, if mifapplied, w^ould become abfo-

lutely deftrudtive to the liberties of the people,

do confider a parliamentary enquiry as liecefTary

to fecure the conflituent body of this kingdom iii

the free enjoyment of theit conflitutional privi-

leges, and to preferve the independence of the

houfe of commons.

XX. Refolved, That 1 petition be prefented to

the houfe of commons, praying them to take the

above matter into their moft ferious confideration,

and to inftitute a fincere and folemn enquiry, as

the beft means of correcting the abufes that have

been complained of.

XXL That a committee be Appointed to draw
up a petition according t6 the tenor of the above

refolutions ; and that copies of the fame be left for

fignature at the Crown and Anchor, the Shake-

fpeare, St. Alban's, and King's Arms Taverns^

and fuch other places as the committee may ap-

point.

D d 4 Refolved.



400 WESTMlNSTKIt.

Rcfolved, That the thanks of this meeting be

givei^ to the chairman, for his able and indepen-

dent condud this day.

Harry House, Chairman,

Weftminfler is governed by the dean and chap-

ter, both in civil and ecclefiaftical affairs •" and

their authority likewife extends, not only to the

precind: of St. Martin's-Ie-Grand, and to fome

towns in EfTex, but to fome towns that are

exempted from the jurifdidion of the Bifhop of

London, and the Archbifhop of Canterbury. The

civil adminiftration is in the hands of laymen,

elecfted by the dean and chapter. The principal

magiftrate is thehigh-fteward, who is commonly

one of the greatcft peers of the kingdom, and is

chofen for life; a deputy-flew ard, w'ho is nomi-

nated by the high fieward, and confirmed by the

dean ; an high-bailiff, nominated by the dean and

chapter, and confirmed by the high-fleward.

Thefe enjoy their places for life. Befides thefe

officers, there are alfo fixteen burgeffes, and

as many afliftants ; a high conflable, chofen by

the burgeffes at the court-leet, which is held.

by the deputy of the high-ftcward. The

3 - high
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high-bailiff is always fuppofed to be conver-

fant in the law. He has the power of a Ihe-

riff, fummons juries, prefides over the conilables

ofthe city and liberties, fuperintends eledions for

members of parliament, and in the court-leets

fits next to the deputy-fteward, where he receives

all the fines and forfeitures to his own ufe : but

the bufinefs of this office is commonly executed

by a deputy well verfed in the laws. Out of the

fixteen burgefTes, two chief burgefles are chofen,

one for 'the city, and the other for the liberties ;

and each of the others has his proper ward under

his jurifdidlion. There is alfo a high conftable,

who is likewife chofen by the court-leet, and has

all the other conftables under his command.

The firft return of members of parliament for

this city was in i Edw. VI.

Right of Election.—1680, i^th November.

The king's menial fervants, not having proper

houfes of their own within the city of Weftmin-

fler, have not a right to give voices in the elec-^

tion of citizens to ferve in parliament for the

faid city.

1789, 11/^ May, The right of cledlion for

the city and liberty of Weftminfter is in the in-

habitant h'oufeholders, paying fcot and lot, with^

in the united parilhes of St. Margaret and Sr.

John,
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John, and the feveral parilhes of St. Paul, Co-

vent Garden, St, Anne's, St. James, St. George^i

Hanover Square, in the liberty of St. Martin-le-

Grand, in the county of Middkfex, and in fo

much ofthe parifhes of St. Martin in the Fields^

St. Clement Danes, and St. Mary le Strand, as

are not within any of the four wards ofthe liberty

of the Duchy of Lancafler.

Number of Voters—About 17,000; but not

more than 13,000 have ever polled.

Returning OpFiCER-^The high bailiff.

MONMOUTHSHIRE.

Political Character.

1 H E chief influence that prevails here is that

of the Duke of Beaufort, and Sir Charles Morgan^

bart. of Tredegar, in this county.

The Duke, however, when the late Mr. Mor-

gan was firft a candidate to reprefent this county,

made an attempt to bring in both the members,

and fet up Valentine Morris, efq. of Petersfield,

to oppofe his intercfl: ; but the fpirited exertions

of
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of Mr. Morgan's friends, united with thofe of the

independent gentlemen, finally prevailed, and

their own member was accordingly feated.

This county is feated in the province of Can-

terbury, and diocefs of LandafF, and contains one

hundred and twenty-feven parifhes. It is di-

vided into fix hundreds, and has feven market

towns, MonmQuth, Abergavenny, Caerleon, Chep--

flow, Ufk, Pontipole, and Newport.

MONMOUTH TOWN.

Political Character.—This borough, in

coiijundlion with thofe of Ufk and Newport,

both in this county, fends but one member to

parliament. The Duke of Beaufort is coniidered

the patron and leader of this town, and his intereft

always procures the return of the member.

This borough was firfl: privileged to fend

members to parliament by Hen. VIII.—Edw. VI,

is faid to have incorporated it, amo regni j,

1550 ; but the prefent charter was granted ^;///o

19 Charles I.

Corporation.—It is governed by a mayor,

recorder, 2 bailiffs, and 15 common-councii-

men.

Right



404. N O R r O L K*

Right OF Election—1680, iGth Nov, Doth

not belong to the burgelTes inhabitants of the

brough ofMonmouth only.

The burgelTes inhabitants of the boroughs of

Newport and U(k, in the county of Monmouth,

have a right to vote in the eledlion of a burgefs

to ferve in parliament for the faid borough of

Monmouth.

"Number of Voters—About 800.

Returning Officer-—The mayor and bai-

liffs.

Patron—The Duke of Beaufort.

NORFOLK.

Political Character.

X HIS county, in point of opulence, may be

clafled with fome of the firft in the kingdom.

The nobility rcfide here in great numbers ; but

they have not, when united, fufRcient power to

influence effectually the freeholders in the choice

of their own own reprefentatives. Thomas Wil-»

Mam Coke, efq. one of the richefl commoners in

England,
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England, and their reprefentative in the parlia-

ment before the laft, became fo unpopular, on

account of the fupport which he gave the Coali-

tion, that the independent gentlemen made fuch

an oppoiition a^ainfl the weight of intereft which

fupported him, that they at length finally trium-

phed. Mr. Coke was ouflcd, and Sir John

\yoodhoufe, bart. was eleded in his room.

NORWICH.

Political Character.—This city, in point

of opulence, commerce, manufadlures, and num-

ber of inhabitants, is the fecond in the kingdom.

It is entirely free and independent in its reprefen-

tation, and is only influenced in the elediion of

its members, by integrity, virtue, and eminent

abilities. It forms a ftriking contrafl with fome

rotten boroughs, and burgage tenures, the pro-

perty of individuals, where the few ele(flors which

they contain can confider only the will and

command of their lordly mafter. Here the

right of delegating this important truft, is placed

as it ought to be, and where our conftitution,

pure and free from alloy, veiled it in fo large a

i^ody of the people, that the didatorial authority

of
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of thofc^ who call themfelves the greats has no

effed.

Corporation.—A mayor, a recorder, two

fheriffs, twenty-three aldermen, and fixty com-

mon-councilmen. The mayor is nominated by

the freemen, who return two aldermen to their

court, one of whom is elec^led. The mayor, re-

corder, and the fleward for the time being, are

juftices of the peace, and of the quorum, in the

city and its liberties ; the mayor, after his may-

oralty expires, is jullice of the peace for life.

One of the fheriffs is annually eledled by the

aldermen, and the other by the freemen.

Right of Election. 1*^01, March 12-—Is

in the freeholders, and fuch freemen only of the

faid city as are entered in the books, and do not

receive alms or charity.

Number of Voters—about 3000.

Returning Officers—the flieriffs,

YARMOUTH.

PoLiTicALCHARACTER.—ThisIarge town is in-

dependent in its political fituation ; for, although

the families of Townil:iend, of Honingham, and

Walpole, have feme intereft here, yet it is not in

^uch a degree as to be termed an influence. Sir

I John
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John Jarvis and Mr. Beaufoy carried their elec-

tion in 1774, againft the united efforts of the

above gentlemen-

Charter.—By a charter granted by^en. III.

the town is bound to fend every year to the (he-

riffs of Norwich a hundred herrings, baked in

twenty-four parties, which the Iheriffs are to

deliver to the lord of the manor of Eaft Carleton,

a village near New Buckenham : he gives the

fheriffs his receipt for them, and by his tenure

is obliged to prefent them to the king wherever

he is.

This town v/as governed by two bailiffs in the

reign of Hen. III. King James I, anno regni 6,

incorporated by the name of bailiff and alder-

men. It fent members to parliament in the

reign of Edw. I. as early as Lynn and Norwich

did.

Corporation.—It is governed by a mayor,

feventeen aldermen, a recorder, and thirty-fix

common-councilmen.

The corporation has particular and extenfive

privileges, it having both a court of record, and

an admiralty : in the court of record, civil caufes

are tried for unlimited fums ; and in the court of

admiralty, they can, in fomc cafes, try, con-

demn.
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demn, and execute, without waiting for a war^

rant.

Right or Election—in the burgefies at

large.

Number of Voters—787.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

THETFORD.

THE patronage of this borough is in difputc

between the Duke of Grafton and Lord Petrc.

Enormous expences have been incurred in law,

by each party attempting to invalidate the ap-

pointments of mayors, aldermen, and common-

council, in the oppofite intereft to each other.

Information upon information has iffued from the

courts ; and as corporate rights have no uniform

definition, they muft be the caufe of endlefs

litigation. The late difgraceful conteft, and

violent proceedings, in the eledlion of a mayor,

where two of the corporation were feized and

detained by violence from giving their votes,

has been too recently a fubjccl of legal in'-

veftigation and public notoriety to require

a recapitulation in this work ; and the innu-

merable inftances of fmiilar contentions that

a;-e
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ikrc daily occurring, renders them too familiar to :

attradl particular attention. i
^fU

This is a town of conliderabl^ extent and popui V

latiort, and had formerly twenty churches, bcfides

religious hcufes. It firft fent members to par-

liament the ill ofEdward IV. and the right of

ele<5lion was in the inhabitants at large 3 but it

was afterwards incorporated the i6th of Eli- .

zabeth, and the right of election, by refolution of

theHoufe, in 1685, given excluftvely to the cor-

poration.

RESOLUTIONS €N THE RIGHT OF flLECTlON.

2d of May, 1685. The charter of th€ 1 6th of

Elizabeth, granted to the borough of Thetford,

was not duly nor legally furrendered.

7 June, 1685—Is in the mayor, ten aldermen,

and twenty common-council.

Number of Voters—^31.

Returning OFFICER—Theriiayor,

Patrons—The Duke of Grafton and Lord

jPetre,

CASTLE RISING.

f*OLiTicAL Character.—This borough forms

the moil flriking contrail with the city of Nor-

wich. The burgcfles here formerly were about

Vol, I. . ' E c
,

fifty

I
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lifty in number ; but fince this town has become

the joint property of Lord Clinton, and R. B.

Howard, 'efq. they have thought it convenient to

reduce this number to two only. The elediion

of a mayor, who is alfo the returning officer,

imuft be made annually, out of this numerous

body, confifting^ of the clergyman and the far-

fner, who eledl each other alternately into this

great and refpcdiablejlituation, and who have the

honour to return to the houfe of reprefentatives

as many members as the conftituent body confifls

of. Nothing can holdout the imperfedl reprc-

fentation of this country in.more glaring colours

than this, or demonflrate more forcibly the im-

mediate neccility of fome kind of reformation.

,, Caftle-Riling is an ancient borough by pre-

fcription. It was formerly a confiderable place

;

but the harbour being choakcd up with fand, it

is in a manner deferted, and has loft its trade and

inhabitants. Here is, however, an hofpital for

twelve poor men, and an almshoufe for twenty-

four poor widows, both founded by the family

of the Howards. In the neighbourhood of the

town is a large chafe, with the privileges of a

fcreft. This town, and fome of the neighbour-

ing parilhes, retain the old Norman cuflom, by

"fv^ich
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which all wills miift be proved before the parfon

of the parilh.

This borough never fent members to parlia-

ment till the kit year of King Philip and Queen

Mary, 1558. ^

''
'

'

Corporation.-—It is governed by a mayor,

who is returning officer.

Right of Election—in the free burgeiTes.

Number of Voters—two. -

Patrons—Lord Clinton, and R. B. Howard,

cfq.

LYNN.

Political Character.—This borough was

always attached to the Walpole family, under

whofe influence it continues at this time. Sir

Robert Walpole was member for this place at the

time of his famous expulfion, in 171 1, for alien-

ating five hundred pounds of the public money ;

the words of his expulfion being f* for breach of

" truft, and notorious corruption when fecretary

" at war.'* And it was refolved " that he was,

** and is incapable of being elecfled a member to

« ferve in parliament." The eledlors of Lynn,

however, chofe him again, although oppofed by

a Mr. Taylor. The unfuccefsful candidate pe-

E e 2 tition^d
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titioncd the haufe againft the re-ele<^ion of Sif

Robert Walpole ; but the houfe had the modefly

to refufe Mr. Taylor, on account of his having

only a minority of votes, and declared the eledion

void. In this cafe the commons ad:ed confti-

tutionally ; but in feating Mr. Luttrell for the

county of Middlefex, inftead of Mr. Wilkes,

their condud: was certainly the reverfe. Their

convidlion of the proceedings upon" that head

being improper, is manifelled in their expunging

thofe refolutions which had pafTcd formerly, rela-

tive to that bufmefs, declaring them illegal and

unconftitutional.

Ancient State.-—Lynn-Regis, or King's-

Lynn, is thus named, by way of diftindlion from

three villages in the county, called Wert-Lynn,

North-Lynn, and Old-Lynn. The learned au«

thor of the additions to Camden obferves, that its

original name w^as Len, which, in the Saxon

tongue, lignifies a farm or tenure in fee. It

was formerly called Biihop's-Lynn, from its

belonging to the biihop of Norwich ; but coming

by exchange into the hands of Henry VIIL it

obtained its prefent name. The greateft part

of it is furrounded with a wall and a deep trench
;

and through it runs four fmall rivers, over

which there are about fifteen bridges. From

3 tb.



the ruins of the works demoliflicd in the civil wars>

it appears to have been a place of great flrength.

It extends along the eaft fide of the Oufe,

which, upon a high fpring tide, is faid to

rife twenty feet perpendicular, and is abou,

the breadth of \hc Thames, above London

bridge. .

At the north end of the town is a fortrefs,

commonly called St- Anne*s fort, with a platform

of twelve large guns, which command all fliips

that go in and out of the harbour. Befides the

wall, it is defended by regular baftions 5 and the

ditch lies almoft in fhe form of a femicircle.

The principal church is dedicated to St. Margaret,

and is built in the Gothic tafle. It is accounted

by fome, one of the largeft parifli-churches in

England.

King's-Lynn was a borough by prefcription

before the reign of King John, who, on account

of its adhering to him againft the barons, made

it a free borough, with large privileges, appoints

jng the town a provoll, and giving it a filver cup

of about eighty ounces, double gilt and enamel-

led, with four large filver maces, that are carried

before the mayor: King Henry Vlllth's fword,

which he gave to the town, on its coming into

Ws pofTeflion, by exchange, with the bifhop of

E e 3 Norwxch,^
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Norwich, is likewife carried before the mayor.

King Henry ITI. made it a mayor town, on ac-

count of the inhabitants ferving him againft the

barons ; and in the late civil wars it held out for

Charles I. and fuflained a liege againft upwards

of 1 8,coo men, for above three weeks ; but, for

want of relief, was at length obliged to furrender,

and to pay ten (hillings a head for every inha-

bitant, with a month's pay to the foldiers, to

prevent its being plundered. This town has

had fifteen royal charters. It was made a bo-,

rough in the fifth year of the reign of King

John, 1 204. Here was a mayor in the reign of

Edw. IV.

Corporation.—It is governed by a -mayor,

an high-fteward, an under-fteward, a recorder,

twelve aldermen, eighteen common-councilmen,

with other inferior officers.

Every firft Monday in the month, the mayor,

aldermen, magiftrates, and preachers, meet, to

determine all controverfies in an amicable man-

ner, between the inhabitants, in order to pre-

vent law-fuits. This excellent cuftom was efta-

bliihed in 1558, and is called the feaft of recon-

ciliation.

NUMB£R
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NuNfBER OF Voters—^about 300.

R E

r

uKNi'ti G 'Oi- fice R'—the mayor.

'Patron—^Lord Walpole.

NORTHUMBERLAND.

Political Character,

1 HE balance between ariftocracy and inde-

pendence is nearly even in this county. The in-

tcreft of the Duke of Northumberland ,is fo pow-

erful, as to return one of the members ; but in

1774, he attempted to bring in both; in this

he was oppofcd by Sir William Middleton, one

of the prefent reprefentatives, who, affifted by

the independent yeomen and gentlemen, finall/

obtained a vidlory, and was accordingly feated.

Ancient State.—This is the old Saxon name

ofthe county; which was written Northan-Hum-

ber-lond, iignifying the land or country north ojf

the|-Humber ; it being formerly not only a djtf-

trid of larger extent than it is at prefent, compre*

handing Yorkftiire, Durham, Lancafler, Weft*

moreland, and Cumberland, ?is wellas Northunv

Ee4 berland,
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berland, but was a diflindl kingdom of the Saxon

heptarchy. It is a maritime county, extending

farther north than any of the others, bordering

on Bervvick-upon^Tweed and Scotland,

This, with fome of the adjacent counties, was^

in the time ofthe Romans, inhabited by the Ot-

tadini, Ottadeni, or Ottatini, a people fuppofed

to have been thus called from theiv iituation upoi^

the river Tyne, Thefe people being uneafy un-

der the Ronian government, confpired with the

Caledonians, in the reign of the emperor Severus,

and threw off the yoke ; at which that prince was

fo provoked, that having aflembled his army, in

order to reduce them, he had the cruelty To or,

der his loldiers to give them no quarter : but his

death prevented the execution of this inhuman

command, and the Britons were left mailers of

this province, till Theodofius, landing in England,

j-ecovered it out of their hands.

After the Romans had withdrawn their for-

ces, the Britons, who had been exhaufled by the

braved of their youth having b^en fent abroad to

light the battles of the Romans, were obliged to

call in the Saxons to aifift them againfi: the Scots

and Pi(^s ; but when the Si\xons had vanquifhed

their enemies, they fettled here themfelves, ati(;i

i^ivided the fouth part of the ifland into feven

kingdom^
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Jcingdomi, of which Northumberland was one of

the chief. It was firft brought under the Sa:^on

yoke by Offa, the brother of Hengift,. and his fon

Jebufa.

This county lying on the borders of Scotland^

whofe inhabitants often made inroads into i^

partly for conqueftj and partly for pillage, it was

at length found necelTary to conilitute particular

governors to guard and defend the borders ; and

thefe were called Lords of the Eaft, Weft and

Middle Marches. At the fame time^ every man

who poflefled great wealth, found himfelf obli-

ged to provide a caftle for his own fafety and de-

fence.

Northumberland is fituated in the province of

York, and diocefs of Durham, has four hundred

and lixty parifhes, and is divided into fix wards,

in which are twelve market towns, Alnwick^

Beleford, Berwick, EUefdon, Haltwefel, Hex-

ham, Laermputh^ Morpeth, Newcafllcj^ Roth*

bury, Warkworth, and Woller. It fends eight

members to parliament, that is, two knights

of the fhire for the county, and two reprefenta-

tives for each of the three following towns, New-
caflle-upon-Tyne, Morpeth, and Bcrwick-upon-

I'weed,

^fEw-
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NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.

Politic A*L Character.—The freedom of

this town, to which the right of eledtion is annex-

cd, is not partial, like Retford and other places,

in its defcent to the eldeft fon, or, like Dur-

ham, to the youngefl fons of freemen, hut ex-

tends to all the fons born after the father be-

came free.

The number is too exteniive to fubmit- to con-

troul. Thfe contefts fpr the reprefentation df

this town have been riurrierous; but nonfc of

them have been attended with any circumilances

of novelty which would arrefl: the attention of

the public. Its prefent reprefentation, like Weft-

jninfter, Briftol, &c. is fettled by a coilition of

parties. '

"-':'>}

The'^ndeWors^oi^Mr. Brandling, one of the

jjr^fent members, have reprdfented the place fp

long fmce as the reign of Edw. VI. and in fe-

veral parliaments from that period to the prefent

time.

''/fr'jjiis town, which, from its fituation, is called

Isfewcaftle^'upon-Tyne, to diftinguifh it from

Kewcaille-under-Line, in Stafford fhire, had its

name from a caftle built here by Robert, the

cldefl fon of William the Conqueror, to defend

S the
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the country againfl the Scots. In the 'time <^

the Saxons it -w-as called Moncater, from lifcfc

monks that were here, who all fled when it walis

depopulated by the Danes. This is the prin^

cipal town of the county. It is feated on the

north bank of the river Tyne, at the diftance <ff

276 miles north by weft of London, 14 miles

-north of Durham, and 48 north by weft of Yorfc.

It has been a borough, at leaft ever lince the

reign of Richard II. who granted the mayor the

honour of having a fword carried before him^j

and Hen. VI. made it a town and c^^unty of ilMi,

independent c»f Northumberland.

Newcaftle had 'feveral religious houfes ered:ed

lince the time of the conqueft ; particularly aa

hofpital dedicated to the Virgin Mary, fuppdfed

to have been founded in the reign of Edward I.

but enlarged and endowed by one Aflelack, about

the end of the reign oi Hen. II. and annexed to

St. Mary of Weftgate. Near Wcftgate was an-

other hofpital, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, ^
"old as the time of Hen. III. confifting of amafter

and fix brethren, whofc revenues, at the time^f

the fuppreflion, annually amounted to26L 13s. 4<J.

In the time of Hen. III. here was a priory of

brethren de Pmitentia Jeju Chrifti, feated m a

part of the town called Conftable-Garth. Be--

tween
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tween Weflgate and Newgate was a houfe of

Black friars, founded about the year 1260, by Sir

Peter Scot, and his fon Nicholas : and near Pan^

don-gate, flood a houfe of Grey friars, founded

before the year 13go. Near the town was a fmall

Benedidtine nunnery, dedicated to St. Bartholo-

mew, as old as the time of William the Con^

querbr, which, at the difTolufion, had ten nuns,

and a revenue amounting to 36I. a year. Without

the. walls of t4ie town was likewife a priory, or

hofpital, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen> of a

mailer and brethren, founded by King Henry I,

This hofpital is flill in, being, and confifts of a

mafter, and three poor brethren^ e^ch of wh©m

has 3I. 6s. a year.

This town was made a county of itfelf, by

Henry VIIJ.

Corporation,—It is governed by a mayor,

recorder, aldermen, and a fherifF,

Right of Election.—There is norefolution

of the houfe of commons refpedling the right of

cledion, buc it is admitted to be in the corpo.^

ration and free burgelTes, refident and non-

refident.

Number of Voters—-2500.

Returning OFficER—the fhcrifF.

MORPETH.
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MORPETH.

Political Character.—This borough i%

under the immediate and ^bfolutc controul of

the Earl of Carlifle. ^ Several attempts have been

made by the eled:ors to furmount this influ-

ence, but they have never been attended with

fuccefsrf

At the general elediori in 1774, Francis Eyre,

cfq. and Thomas Charles Bigge, efq. were

candidates in oppofition to the Hon. William

Byron, who was coufin; and Peter Delme, efq.

who was brother-in-law, to the Earl of Carlifle.

On the day of eledlion, and after the clofe of the

poll, thefe gentlemen, having the majority of.

votes, agreeable to the poll taken by the bailiffs;^

the populace, by threats and violence, compelled

the returning officers to fign a return of Mr,

Eyre, infl:ead of the Hon. William Byron, under

a pretence that they had rejected many legal

votes for Mr. Eyre, which would have given,

him a majority upon the poll. On the 6th of

December following, Mr. Byron, and certain

eledors in' his intefefl, prefented two petitions

to the houfe of commons, complaining of the

itndue return of Mr. Eyre. A committee was

chofen
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chofen to try the fame on the 24th of January

following, and, on the 27th of the fame month,

reported to the houfe,

« That the honourable William Byron, the

" petitioner, ought to have been returned a bur-

".gefs to fervc in this prefent parliament for the

" borough of Morpeth.'*

At the fame time an order was made,

« That Francis Eyre, and the freemen and

" elcdors of the borough of Morpeth, in the

« county of Northumberland, be at liberty to

*V petition this houfe,, to queftion the eledlion of

** the Honourable Williara Byron, within fourteen

"days next, if they think fit.'*

And, on Wednefday the 8th of February, a

petition of Mr. Eyre was prefcnted to the houfe,

charging Mr. Byron and Mr. Delme diredly

•with bribery, by themfclvcs and agents ; and that

by the partiality of the returning officers, in re-

jedling the petitioner's votes, and by other corrupt

and illegal practices, an apparent majority was

procured for the fitting members.

A fimilar petition had previoufly been pre-

pared by Mr. Bigge, and another by feveral

aldermen and free burgelTes of Morpeth, contain-

ing the fame allegations.

Thefc



Thefe petitions were all ordered to be taken

into confideration on the i ath. of Jul^*'"

The houfe being prorogued before that day,

and the petitions not being renewed at the enfu-

ing meeting of parlianntent, no exarhination "bf
^

their merits took place.

Anci*ent SxATE.-^This borough," which is

feated upon a fmall river, called the Wentlbeck,

is an ancient borough by prefcription. It hag

a bridge over the Wcptfbeck, which runs almofl

through the centre of the town. Being, a, poft

town, and having a great thoroughfare to the

north, it has feveral good inns, and an elegant,

town-houfe, built by a late Earl of Carlifle.

It never fcnt to ' parliament till the firft of

Queen Mary, 15J3.

Corporation.— It is governed by two bai^

lifFs and fevcn aldermen.

Right of Election—1694, March <)th—la

only in the bailiffs and free burgefTes of the faicj

borough.

NuMB-ER OF. Voters— 200.

Returning Officers—the tv/o,bailiffs,

Patron—Earl of Carlifle.

BERWICK



Berwick upon tweed.

The influence prevailing in this town, is that^

ef the Earl of I^ilburne and Lord Delaval ; each

t)fthofe noblemen having a fufficient weight of

iatereft^ at prefent, to return one member.

Anecdote.

In the year 1768, Sir John HulTey Delaval^

and Robert Paris Taylor, efq. were candidates

to reprefent this town in parliament, and had

been fortunate enough to fecure the major part

of the refident freemen in their interefl, fome

time previous to the eled:ion. The candidates*

however, who were in oppoiitlbn> canvafled, and

obtained the promile of the votes of a great

number of the non-refident freembn, who then

lived in London> and agreed with a mailer of a

fiiip, that lie fliould hire another vefTel, befides his

own, and convey thefe men down to Berwick by

"water. Upon covenanting to do this, the cofn-

inodordt of the convoy received two hundred

pounds.

Mr. Taylor, by whom we were favoured wath

this account^ was then in town, and, by acci-

dent:
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dent, heard of the tranfadlion ; upon which he

immediately went in fearch of the admiral of this

dedlion cargo, whom he found. He foon per-

ceived that this fort of Neptune might, for a va-

luable confideration, be induced, not only to

change his fide, but alfo his courfe ; and, for

twice the fum which had been given him to land

his troops at Berwick, he arrived fafe, and depo-

fited them on Norwegian territories. By this

manoeuvre. Lord Delaval and Mr. Taylor

took polTeffion of their feats without farther ex-

pence.

Berwick, which is a town and county of it-

felf, had a caftle, which is now in ruins ; but has

ftill a wall round it, built by order of Queen Eli-

zabeth ; and is farther ftrengthened by its iitua-

tion, it being almoft encompafTed by the river

and the fea.

This town was fummoned to return members

to parliament in tl]e reign of Henry VIII.

Corporation.—By a charter granted by King

James I. in the year 1602, it is governed by a

mayor, recorder, one alderman, and four bailiffs,

all of them chofen annually out of the burgefTes

of the town.

Right of Election.—1695, March 9th—In

the freemen relident and non-relident.

Vol. I. F f Numbei^
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Nltmber of Voters—600.

Returning Offcers—Mayor and four bai-

liffs.

Patrons—Earl of Lifburnc and Lord Delavak

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE,

Political Character.

J[ H I S county prefents us with the mofl vio-

lent conteft,. for ariflocratic pre-eminence, that

has happened for many years in this country. It

arofe between the late Earl of Halifax and the

prefent'Earl of Northampton, in oppofition to the

late Earl Spencer.

The effedls of this flruggle were of fuch a ten-

dency to the parties embarked in it, as to caufe the

eilates of the Earl of Halifax to be fold foon after

his death for the benefit ofhis creditors ; the Earl of

Northampton, to live out of his native country

;

and the fortune of Earl Spencer to be fo much

hurt, as not yet to be entirely recovered. The

final iffue of the bufinefs however, was, that each

party, at that time, brought in one member ; and

the enormous expences with which this paroxyfm

for
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for power was accompanied, have fince permitted

the independent party to exercife their rights in

the election of their reprefentatives.

This county is divided into twenty hundreds,

containing the city of Peterborough, and eleven

market towns, viz. Brackley, Daventry, High-

ham-Ferrers, Kettering, Northampton, Oundle,

Rockingham, Thrapfton, Towc^fter, and Wel-

lingborough. It lies in the province of Can-

terbury, and diocefc of Peterborough, and has

three hundred and thirty parifhes. It fends

nine members to parliament ; viz. two knights

of the Ihire for the county, two citizens for

Peterborough, two burgefTes for Northampton,

two for Brackley, and one for Higham- Ferrers.

NORTHAMPTON TOWN.

Political Character.—The right of elec-

tion in this town being in the inhabitant houfe-

holders, fuch of them as receive an annual dona-

tion, dillributed at Chriflmas, are, by a fpecial

refolution of the houfe, difqualified from voting.

This refolution is not only repugnant to the

fpirit of what may be called the prefent com-

mon law of the committees, but exprefsly con-

trary to the decifion on the Bedford petition

F f 2
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in 1775 and 1792 ; when it was determined, thaf

perfons receiving charity were not thereby dif-

abled from voting, but that receiving alms was a

difqualification. By this we are to underftand^

thaf the word alms and charity ^re not fynony-

mous.

CONTRARY DETERMINATIONS.

In the cafe of Aylefbury, 2%th January 1698-9,

It was refolvcd, that all perfons receiving alms

within the borough of Aylefbury, purfuant to

the will of Mr. Beresford, or any other perfons

receiving any other charity annually dijirihuted with-^

in the faid town, are, in refpedl thereof, difaWed

to vote in tlie eled:ion of burgeiTcs to ferve in

paliament.

Dec. 4, 1708. In the cafe of the borough of

heading, it was refolved. That fuch perfons as

have, within two years laft. received Keudrick's

charityi or any other annual charity^ have no right

to vote in the eledion of burgeiTcs to ferve in

parliament.

In the Coventry cafe, February 24, 1701-2,

it was refolved, that the freemen of Coventry, re-

ceiving alms or charity, have no right to vote in

the election of citizens to ferve in parliament.
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In 1609, the houfe of commons refolved.

That alms meant only parifh relief j and in the

tafe of Sandwich, the 317? of OSlober the fame

year, it was efpccially agreed to by the committee,

that the freenien of the port of Sandwich inhar

biting within the faid Port, although they r<?-

ceive almSi have a right to vote. To reconcile

thefe contradictory refolutions, no other remed/

can be adopted but that of a plain and iimplc

parliamentary reform I every queftion of elec-

tion right beings under the prejent form of

reprefentation, equally inexplicable, the removal

ot which will employ the committees of the

houfe of commons to the end of time, without

any other confequence than that of involving it

in greater complication and intricacy. The ne-

ceflity of recurring to the plain and fimple con-

ftitution of our Saxon anceftors becomes every

day more evident, when every mafter of a

family, or, in the modern acceptation of the form,

every inhabitant houfekeeper, throughout Great

Britain, fhall be admitted to the free exercife

of his franchife. The queftions then refpedl-

ing refidence and non-refidence, freemen ob-

taining their exclufive rights by private favour

or purchafe, and the endlefs train of abufes and

impofitions to which the houfe of commons and

the
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the public are at prefent liable, would be re-

moved.

The corporation of this town is in the in-

tereil of the Earl of Northampton, who is their

recorder, and has the influence of nominating

one of their members.

This town fent ah origine.

CoR po RAT I ON.-^It was incorporated by char-

ter of King James I. anno i6—, and coniifts of

a mayor, 2 bailiffs, a recorder, and 48 common-

councilmen, out of whom the jnayor is chofen,

"who is ever after reputed an alderman.

Right of Election—^1665, April 26—In the

inhabitant houfeholders, not receiving alms.

Number OF Voters—900.

Returning Officer—the Mayor.

Patron—Earl of Northampton, partially,

PETERBOROUGH CITY.

THIS city has a peculiar jurifdidlion, inde-

pendent of the county of Northampton, which

extends ovjer thirty-two towns and hamlets,

in which the civil magiflratcs are appointed by

royal commiflion, and are vefled with the fame

power as the judges of affize.

The
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The liberty of the Tower Hamlets in the

county of Middlefex, is fimilar in every thing

but the power »f its magiftrates, which does not

exceed that of an ordinary juftice of the peace

for a county in the latter ; while in the former

it extends to the trial of capital offences, at

their quarterly fellionSj which are held in this

city.

The right of voting for members of parlia-

ment does not, however, extend to the inha-

bitants of thefe thirty-two towns and hamlets:

care has been taken by the houfe of commons,

in their refolutions of the 13th of May, 1728, to

confine that privilege to the inhabitants within

the prccindls of the Minfter, and the other in-

habitants of the city alone, being houfeholders,

not receiving alms, and paying fcot and lot.

The liberty of the Tower Hamlets, indeed, is

altogether without reprefentation, though it em-

braces the populous and opulent manufacturing

diftridl of Spital-fields ; and extends from the

borders of the city of London in Whitechapel,

to Statford in the county of Eflex ; yet, like this

liberty, it has all the other local diftindlionsof a

feparate county, and each has a lord-lieutenant

and a militia different from thole of the counties

af
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of Middlefex and Northampton, in which tkcy

are lituated.

Earl Fitzwilliam, the prefent lord-lieutenant'

of Peterborough Liberty, poflefTes the parlia-

mentary patronage of this city, which he com-^

mands with as much eafe as that of his burgage-

tenures at Malton and his corporation at Hig-

ham-Ferrers; and the dean and chapter of the

cathedral appoint the returning officer.
*j.

There being neither mayor, recorder, nor cor-

poration in this city, the fleward or bailiff of the

chapter, officiates as fheriff at eledtions, and

makes the return of its members.

This city firfl fent members to parliament anno

1 547, I Edward VI.

Right OF Election—1701, 16 June. Agreed,

that the right was 'in the inhabitants paying fcot

and lot.

1728, 9 April. The execution of the precept

for eledling citizens to ferve in parliament, and

the making the return thereof, 'are in the bailiff

of the faid city, appointed by the dean and

chapter of the cathedral church of Peterbo-

rough.

1728, 13 May. The right of electing citizens-

to ferve in parliament fer the city of Peterbo-

rough,, is in the inhabitants within the pfccincts

of
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of the minder, being houfeholders not receiving

alms, and other the inhabitants of tjie faid city,

paying fcot and lot.

Number of Voters—-500.

Returning Oe-ficer—the bailiff of the fai(J

city, appointed by the dean and chapter.

Patron—Earl Fitzwilliam.

BRACKLEY.

Political Character.—This borough is

under the fole influence and patronage of the

Duke of Bridgewater. The number of voters

being only thirty-three, and thofe being the pro-

perty of his Grace, renders it totally fubfervi^nt

to ariftocratic greatnefs.

Brackley never fent to parliament till Ed-

ward VI's reign.

Corporation.—It is governed by a mayor,

6 aldermen, and 26 burgefTes.

Right of Voting— 1714, 20 April. Is in

the perlons inhabiting ancient houfes, or in houfes

built on ancient foundations, paying fcot and

lot.

Number of Voters—23'

Returning Officer—the Mayor-

Patron—Duke of Bridgewater.

G g HICHAM
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HIGHAM-FERRERS.

Political State.—This borough, "which fends

but one member to parliament, is under the fole

influence, and at the entire difpofal of Earl Fitz-

William ; on which account a conteft for the re-

prefentation never happens.

This borough was incorporated anno 2 and 3

Philip and Mary, and then imprivileged to re-

turn one burgefs to parliament. -'

Corporation—Confifbs of a mayor, 7 alder-

men, and i^ capital burgeffes.

Right of Election.—1702, 28 January. Is

in the mayor, aldermen, bui-gefTes, and freemen^

being houfeholdcrs, and not receiving alms.

Number of Voters—21.

Returning Officer—the mayor.

Patron—Earl Fitzwilliam.

END OF vol. i.



ERRATA.

Page 33, Vol. I. For Patron of the Borough of Aylelbury,

read Marquis of Buckingham, who now influences the return

of one member, and *at the next general eleftion will pro-

bably command both.

Page 34. For joint patrons of the Borough of Great

Marlow, read Thom.as Williams, Efq. and W. Lee Antonie,

Efq. the former having purchafed the property of Mr.

Clayton, which, at the time of writing this book, com^

manded half of the patronage of that borough.

Page 45. For Patron of the Town of Cambridge, reai

John Mortlake, Efq. injleadoftho. Duke of Rutland.

Page 108. For Proprietor of the Borough of Callington,

read Lord Clinton, Mr. Trefufis having fucceeded to that

title.

Page 114. ^/?^r the account of Newport, add. Number

of Voters, 60. Returning Officers—Two Vianders, or Pro-

viders of Meat, appointed by the Lord of the Manor. Pro-

prietor, the Duke of Northumberlapd.

Page 119. Omit all the five lines at the top of the page..

Page 1 88. For Number of Voters at Lyme-Regis, read 40

;

.thirty-one ofwhich number are non-refidents.

Page 195. After the account of Bridport, for Patrons, read

Patron.

Page 281. Jfier the account of Lymington, add Patron

of the Borough, Sir Harry Burrard, Bart.

Page 284. Jt the conclujton of the account of Yarmouth

JvHants, add Patrons of the Borough, Jervoife Clarke Jervoife,

^Efq. and the Reverend Leonard^ Troughear Holmes.

Page 286 Jfter Newtown, Hants, «^^ Proprietors of the

Borough, Sir Richard Worfley, Sir John Barrington, and the

Kev. Mr. Holmes.

Page 305. Jfter Alderman Harley, add, who influenced

the eledion of members, until the laft general eledlion in

1790.^

Page 327, For Patron of Rochefter, read. Admiralty, one

^3qlember,

3
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