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INTRODUCTION.

A BURYING GROUND is suggestive of many thoughts.

It represents a vast deal of affliction and bereavement.
Each tombstone implies, generally, many days of mingled
hope and anxiety, as well as long and weary nights of watch-
ing. The deepest depths of human feeling have been reached,
as the kindred have stood around the open grave, and seen
it filled with earth. Their very tears have consecrated the
spot and made it hallowed ground. A stroll along the paths
is wholesome in its lesson, for it reminds one of the uncertain
hour that is certain to come. The quaint and homely
epitaphs tell of an undying faith in a future life, and show
the consolation that springs from such a belief.

Many names and dates, found nowhere else, are given on
tombstones, and it is to rescue these facts from oblivion that
this collection of epitaphs is now printed. Personal history
is soon forgotten, and family records are easily lost ; and after
the lapse of time the very inscriptions will be worn away.

“monumenta fatiscunt,
Mors etiam saxis nominibusque venit.”

The old Burying Ground in Groton is situated very near
the site of the second meeting-house, which was begun in
the year 1680. The Ground has probably been used contin-
uously for burial purposes since 1678, the date of the resettle-
ment of the town after it had been burned by the Indians.
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Its shape is nearly a right-angled parallelogram, about fifteen
rods by thirty-two, and it contains three acres or thereabouts.
The oldest monument within the enclosure is in memory of
James Prescott, who died, May 9, 1704. He was the son
of Jonas Prescott, a blacksmith, who procured a rough stone
and chiselled the inscription himself with one of his own
tools. Headboards may have been used before this time, but
these in a few years would decay and disappear. It is very
likely, however, that the earliest graves were not marked
either by wood or stone. Most of the slabs in the graveyard
are of slate, and were taken, probably, from the quarry in the
adjoining town of Harvard, though a few may have been
brought from England. In former times gravestones were
occasionally imported all finished, except the lettering, which
was put on afterwards.

The Ground is now crowded with its silent occupants, who
outnumber, many times over, those living in the town. It
has been the resting-place of the dead during two centuries,
and for this reason should always be an object of interest and
affection to the inhabitants of Groton. The feeling is akin
to piety that prompts a people to take care of God's acre ; and
the living pay a due respect to the memory of the dead by
making the place attractive. -

The following entry contains the earliest reference to the
Burying Ground found in the .town records:—

“Grotton January the 15 day in the y® 1710%

At a town meeting leagley warned prosedeth as foloeth by the
maior uote have agreed upon and chose a comety to stat the
Buiring place and reglat the hiways in the town whare it is nedfull

the men chosen
Ensign Farnsworth
Samuill scriptor senor the towns
Thomas tarbell comety
Samuill Parker
Joseph lakin
Joseph lakin
clark ”
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At this time the Ground had not yet been fenced in, nor
its limits definitely fixed. Its use for burial purposes, doubt-
less, arose from its convenient position, and not from any
formal vote of the town. The following writing, now in the
possession of Mr. George D. Brigham, implies that there had
been some slight disagreement between the town and the
owners of the land:—

“ Grotton Janewary the 23 in the year 1710

A finall agrement betwen We the Subscribers to wit as foloeth
that is to say the town Shall have for evir the Buring place from
the high way by the meting house and so bounded Southerly upon
M- hobarts fance where it now stands and bounded Westerly by
lancister hiway for and in consideration of medow at masabog and
up land where they shall pitch and allso to confirme the bounds of
that Swamp and upland south to Joseph lakin and Abraham lakin
as thair fances now stands it is to be onder stood tuat if thair be
six acors of medow thay are to haue it if not to haue land equiva-
lant to it and if not medow than fifty acors of upland.

Shebuel : hobart
Gershom hobart
the towns Comety

Thomas tarbill
Samuell parker
John farnsworth
hi
Samuill 35 Scripter se[nior]

mark

Joseph Lakin ”

These two subscribers were sons of the Reverend Gershom
Hobart, a former minister of the place, who had died in the
year 1705. He lived on the site of the present Baptist
meeting-house, directly opposite to one end of the Ground,
and probably the sons had inherited the land from their
father. The Reverend Mr. Hobart came to Groton in the
spring of 1678, — the time of its resettlement,— or very soon
afterward ; and the town granted him, June 29, 1678, from
the common land, a large number of acres in different lots,
including probably the limits of the Burying Ground. It is
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likely that the encroachment on Mr. Hobart’s boundaries
was so gradual that no notice was taken of it during his
lifetime.

The following votes are found under their respective dates
in the town records : — .

March 2, 1724/5. “voted that they would fence in the burying
place in said town; the question being put whether they would
Chuse a committee to take care concerning fencing in of sd bury-
ing place in sd town & the committee bring their Report to the
town at the next town meeting it past in the affirmative then
proceeded & chose Richard Warnner Jonathan page and Jonathan
hubbard for the committee before mentioned to take care concern-
ing the fencing in the burying place”

May 14, 1725. “voted y' the Committee that were Imployed
to uew the burying place in order to the fencing of it in viz* Richard
Warner Jonathan Page & Jonathan hubbard are Impowred &
Directed to make a fence with boards about said burying place at
the Cost & Charge of the town ”

September 10, 1728. “voted. that Will™ Shattuck shall have
Liberty to mow the burying Place for the term of seven years upon
condition that the said Shattuck keep in Good Repair the fence
about said burying place, and Leave it so at the end of said term
of time further voted that the said Shattuck Leave out a Lane of
one pole wide at the south end thereof the fence at the suth end to
be made at the Cost & Charge of the said Shattuck & Jonathan
Page

further voted that Jon* hubbard Joseph Lakin & Sam" Tarbell be
A com®™e to Leas out the Gras Growing in said burying place as is
above mentioned ”

July 23, 1734. “Voted That William Shattuck may feed the
Buriing place with Rames for the [year] 1734.”

May 16, 1737. “Voted that The Selectmen are Desired & fully
Impowered to take Care of the buring Place at y® Cost & Charge
of the Town: to see that it be well fenced in & to Call William
Shattuck to ann accomp® for the time he had the Care of it & to
Sue the said Shattuck their for if they See Caus or any other
person, or Persons that shall Trespasse on Said buring Place &c:”

August 21, 1738. “Voted that they will haue y* Buring place
fenced in &c. Also voted that it be fenced in with a Good Stone
Wall &c:
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Voted that Jonathan Page Samu! Tarbell & Nathaniel Woods
to be a Com%® & fully Impowered them to fence in the buring Place
with a Good Stone Wall that is to [be] a Wall of foure feet & an
half high & that thay Civer the Same with a flat Stone to be Don
all at the towns Cost:

Voted that the Selectmen Stake out how bige the Buring place
shall be fenced in, &c:

Voted y* y¢ com? Despose of all y* bords & fence about y? buring
place to the best advantage the Can for y¢ towns use.”

May 23, 1739. “ Voted that the Com!® Chosen to fence in the
Burying place: Do fence it with a Good Stone Wall viz! the East
& West Ends, and the Two Other Sides with a Good Ditch Wall
& to hew a Sufficient log Three Square and Lay it on the Top of
s¢ wall all Round s? Burying Place.”

March 4, 1739—40. “Voted that y* Com*® Chosen at a former
town meeting to Sell Parte of y® highways in s? town be ordered to
pay to y* Com®%® Chosen to fence in y¢ buring Place in s? town
y® Sum of fifty Pounds of y* Money Raised upon y¢ Selling of
Highways as afores? to Enable them to Carry on s% work &c:”

The following article appears in the warrant for the town
meeting, held November 3, 1794 : —
“4. To See if the Town will repair the monument over the

rev? Caleb Trowbridge® grave it being nearly fallen down & choose
some person to see it done.”

The subject was duly considered at the meeting, when it
was

“Voted that D2 Sam! Lawrence repair the monument over the
Rev? Caleb Trowbridge Grave.”

In the warrant for the town meeting, held November 7,
1796, the seventh article is

“7. To see if the Town will enlarge their Burying Ground by
Purchase or otherwise and do any thing to prevent the new graves

interfering with the old ones —and pass Such Votes and orders
thereon as they may think proper.”

The meeting was duly held, when a committee was
appointed, consisting of Lieutenant Samuel Rockwood,
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Deacon Samuel Lawrence, and Timothy Bigelow, Esq., to
consider the subject and report at the next meeting. This
was accordingly done, and the following is their report made
on May 1, 1797: —

“The Committee to whom was referred the expediency of
exchanging the old road belonging to the Town leading from
Cap! Josep® Richardsons to W™ Lepears for a piece of land belong-
ing to said Richardson lying contiguous to the burying ground on
the south side thereof —and your Committee are of opinion that
said exchange would be expedient: and that the selectmen be
authorized to give said Richardson a deed of that part of said old
road that lies between the town road leading by W™ Lepears and
the northwesterly corner of the land now occupied by the Wid®
Mary Tarbell — and that the selectmen should also be authorized
to receive of said Richardson a deed to the Town of a peice of his
land, bounded thus, begining at the Southeast corner of the burying
ground and running Southerly to the fifth post in said Richardson’s
fence thence westerly to the back door of said Richardsons coat
house thence northeasterly by the Town road to the Southwest
corner of the burying ground —thence on the southerly side of
the burying Ground to the corner first mentioned — and that the
selectmen be authorized to agree with Cap! Richardson on the
terms of exchange.

Sam! Rockwood
Groton May 1, 1797 Submitted by Sam! Lawrance ;Comm<
Timj Bigelow

The extracts from the town records after this date are
made to conform, in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization,
to common usage.

In the warrant for the town meeting, held June 21, 1802,
the third article is as follows : —

“III. To see if the town will order that piece of land lying
contiguous to the south side of the burying yard, which was pur-
chased of Captain Richardson in 1797, to be added to the yard by
enclosing the same with the fence, choose a committee for that
purpose, or give any directions relating thereto as the town may
think proper.”

When the subject was considered at the meeting, it was
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“ Voted, that the land mentioned in this article be enclosed with
the fence of the common burying yard ; also voted that the select-
men be a committee to effect the same.”

At the town meeting, held June 5, 1811, the following
article was considered : —

“III. To see, as the wall upon the north side of the burying
ground must of necessity be immediately rebuilt, if the town will
order it to be set, so as to include all the land, belonging to said
town, lying between the north side of said burying ground and the
two roads that separate at the town's pound, the one leading to
Spalter’s Tavern, and the other leading by the gunhouse.”

Whereupon it was

“ Voted, that this article be committed to a committee of three
persons, and that Captain James Lewis, James Brazer, and William
Livermore be the same, with orders to report at some future
meeting.”

In the proceedings of September 23, 1811, it is recorded : —

“III. On this article, the Committee chosen in June last, to
consider the expediency of rebuilding the wall upon the north side
of the Burying Ground, and enlarging the same, reported that in
their opinion it was expedient, which report was accepted by the
town and ordered to be recorded ; but, upon motion for reconsider-
ing the vote, it was obtained, and likewise a vote to pass over the
article.”

The following articles are found in the warrant for the
town meeting, held in March, 1842:—
“Article VII. To see if the town will direct the wall around the

graveyard to be repaired or pass any vote in relation to the

subject.
“ Article VIII. To see if the town will pass any vote in relation
to the tombs in the graveyard.”

The action taken on these articles, at an adjourned meeting
held April 4, 1842, was as follows: —

“Voted, to direct the selectmen to repair the wall around the
graveyard as they may think proper.
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“ Voted, to direct the tombs in the graveyard to be covered with
gravel, and then referred the subject to the selectmen with dis-
cretionary power subject to the foregoing vote.”

These votes, however, were slightly modified by the subse-
quent action at the town meeting, held May 23, 1842. The
article in the warrant for that meeting reads : —

“ Article V. To see whether the town will reconsider the vote
passed at their last meeting so far as to leave the subject-matter of
the tombs on and around the graveyard, and the manner in which
the doors shall be secured, to the said selectmen, acting as a board
of health; and to give the selectmen power to cause said tombs
to be secured with an outside door of iron and an inside door of
wood, if they shall think that will render them secure, or pass any
vote in relation to that subject.”

In the proceedings of the meeting, it is recorded that

“The subject-matter of fifth article was referred to the selectmen,
and the former vote reconsidered.”

From the warrant for the town meeting, held April 28,
1845:—

“ Article II. To see if the town will raise or appropriate a sum of
money to improve the condition of the burial ground and repair
the fence around the same.

“Article III. To see if the town will permit any persons who
may form an association for that purpose to ornament the burial
ground by planting trees and shrubs within and around the same,
or pass any vote in relation to the burial ground.”

From the proceedings of the meeting : —

“Article II. Pufed, that the selectmen cause the graveyard walls
to be put in good repair and the gravestones in said yard to be set
upright.

« Article I1I. VPofed to give liberty to individuals to set trees and
shrubs in and around the_burial ground, under the direction of the
selectmen.”

From the warrant for the town meeting, held January 20,
1851:—
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« Article IT. Tosee if the town will grant, to Noah Shattuck and
others, leave to enclose and ornament according to the modern
mode a lot or lots in the common burial ground, and to grade and
ornament a walk or mall with a row of trees on either side through
the centre of said yard leading from one gate to the other, on con-
dition that in so doing no prior claims shall be injured.”

It was voted at the meeting to pass over this article.

From the warrant for the town meeting, held in March,
1851:—

¢“ Article X. To see if the town will make any appropriation for
ornamenting the common burying ground.

“Article XI. To see if the town will choose a committee to
investigate and report on what terms Noah Shattuck may ornament
and occupy about five square rods of land in the common burying
ground.”

From the proceedings of the adjourned meeting, held
April 7, 1851:—
‘“Article X. The selectmen were chosen a committee to give

directions for any individuals wishing to ornament the yard with
trees.”

From the warrant for the town meeting, held November 14,
1853:—
 Article VII. To see if the town will instruct the selectmen to

repair the breach in the burying ground wall, made by the removal
of the tomb of Noah Shattuck or pass any vote to effect the same.”

From the proceedings of the meeting : —

“ Article VII. The subject-matter of this article was referred to
Joseph Rugg, Stuart J. Park, and Reuben Lewis, with instructions
to report at future meeting.”

From the proceedings of the meeting, held April 3, 1854 :—

¢« Article II. Stuart J. Park made a verbal report in relation to
the old burying yard, which was accepted and referred to the
selectmen, with instructions to carry out the suggestions of the
report.”
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From the warrant for the town meeting, held April 5, 1858 : —

“Article VII. To see if the town will order the selectmen to
expend twenty dollars in ornamenting the old burying ground, or
pass any vote in relation thereto.”

From the proceedings of the meeting : —

“Article VII. Pofed, that the selectmen expend $20 in orna-
menting the old burying ground, and also that they should investi-
gate the condition of the same, and report at a future meeting.”

From the warrant for the town meeting, held April 1,1867:—

¢ Article II. To see if the town will make an appropriation for
the improvement of the old burying ground.”

From the proceedings of the meeting : —

“Article II. Pofed, to appropriate the sum of one hundred
dollars ta renovate the old burying ground under the direction of
the selectmen.”

The following report was made at an adjourned meeting,
held May 6, 1872, and is found in the records of that date: —

“ Article VI. The report of the committee chosen in April last
to examine the old burial ground and report this day, was read and
accepted by the town, and the following is a copy, to wit : —

“¢The committee chosen at the April meeting to examine the town
burial ground, and to report to this meeting what was necessary to
be done to put the same in permanent good order and respectable
condition, respectfully report : —

“¢That they have attended to the duty assigned them, and,in their
opinion, taking into consideration durability and economy, the best
mode of fencing is by stone wall to be laid in the following manner;
to wit, to Temove the present walls upon the east and west sides of
the ground, and dig a trench not less than three feet wide and
three feet deep, fill it with small stones to within six inches of
grade, then build a wall of the stones now in the walls, fitting them
together as nicely as may be, three and a half feet high, and cap it
with a straightened granite cap, eight inches in héight by eighteen
inches broad, laid to project two inches over the face of the wall,
and to build a wall of the same kind, in the same manner, upon the
north side, from two to six feet in front of the face of the tombs
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(depending, as to the distance out, upon the number of tombs which
the proprietors are willing to surrender and have demolished), and
to point all said walls thoroughly with cement. To set gate posts
at each gate of hammered granite, eight square, and hang good
composite iron gates at each gate way, with proper fastenings,
leaving a passage for persons between the gate posts and the walls.
To grade a walk about eight feet in width around the ground, and
set a row of forest trees between said walk and the street.

“¢The passage through the grounds from one gate to the other
should also be graded, and trees set upon each side of it. The
wall separating the burial ground from the land owned by individ-
uals south of it should be relaid, but may be a rough wall or a
board fence with stone posts.

““¢The gravestones should all be righted up, the moss removed
where it renders the inscriptions illegible, and where possible the
ground smoothed by removing mounds and filling hollows.

“¢Your committee think the appearance of the grounds would be
much improved if the tomb holders would all consent to abandon
the tombs, and have them uncovered and filled up ; those who have
friends in them which they do not wish to remove could let them
remain, and the covering of the tomb could be removed and the
tomb filled up. They could then erect a gravestone or monument
with suitable inscription to mark the spot, and they would have
the satisfaction of knowing that the remains of their friends were
permanently buried, which is more than can be said of them
now.

“¢In talking with the tomb holders, your committee find that more
of them are willing to have them demolished, but some few as yet
seem unwilling. But your committee think if they would all visit
the tombs and see the dilapidated condition in which some of
them now are, and into which condition others are liable to come
when there are no persons here who are personally interested in
keeping them in order, they would all be ready at once to give
them up if they could be assured that the remains of those now in
them would be properly and permanently covered.

“¢Your committee find there is about sixty rods of outside wall to
be built, which, at the present price of labor and materials, they
think will cost about twelve hundred dollars ; two iron gates of
eight feet width, with their posts and hangings, about two hundred
and forty dollars; the grading, filling, and setting out trees,
perhaps five hundred dollars; and for contingent expenses they
allow one hundred and fifty dollars ; making a total of two thousand
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and ninety dollars. All of which is respectfully submitted by your

committee,
SAMUEL W. ROWE,

HENRY A. BANCROFT, » Committee.’
JOSEPH D. BLOOD,

“The following resolution was passed unanimously, to wit:—

“ Resolved, that we, the inhabitants of Groton, in town meeting
assembled, accept with gratitude the liberal offer of Mr. Charles
P. Hemenway of Boston, to pay the sum of fifteen hundred dollars
for the purpose of fencing and beautifying our town burial ground ;
and that we choose a committee of three persons by nomination
from the chair, with full power to do the work in accordance with
the report of the committee chosen in April last, this day made and
accepted by the town.

“The following committee was nominated and chosen to carry
out the plans for the improvements upon the burial ground, accord-
ing to the report of the committee ; viz.,, Samuel W. Rowe, Henry
A. Bancroft, and George S. Gates.

“Voted, that the town clerk be instructed to send a copy of this
resolution to Mr. Hemenway.”

From the proceedings of the rheeting, held March 2, 1874:—

“ Article XIII. The report of the committee chosen in May, 1872,
to make improvements upon the old burial ground was read,
accepted, and ordered to be placed oun file in the archives of the
town. ’

“ Voted, that the selectmen be ordered to draw their warrants for
the amount paid out by the committee over and above the amount
of cash in their hands. Also

“ Voted, that a vote of thanks be presented to Mr. Hemenway
and a committee be appointed to get up a suitable testimonial to be
presented to him for his liberality. And S. W. Rowe, Geo. S.
Gates, and Henry A. Bancroft were chosen said committee.

“ Voted, that a committee of one person, consisting'of S. W. Rowe,
be appointed, and that a committee shall be annually appointed to
take care of the old burial ground, and the sum of fifty dollars ($50)
be appropriated for that purpose, subject to the order of said
committee.

“ Voted, that the sum of three hundred dollars ($300) be appro-
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priated to pay Mr. Rowe for his services in improving the old
burial ground.”

From the proceedings of the meeting, held March 1, 1875: —

¢ Article IX. The report of S. W. Rowe, committee chosen in
March last to take care of the old burying ground, was read, accepted,
and its recommendations adopted ; viz., that the trees which have
died be replaced with live ones this spring, the brush and weeds
got rid of, and the sidewalks repaired, &c., and S. W. Rowe was
again chosen a committee to take care of the ground, with authority
to expend fifty dollars, if necessary, the coming year.”

During the past two years, Mr. Rowe has been appointed
annually a committee to attend to the same duties mentioned
in the last vote; and a similar appropriation of money has
been made to defray the expenses.

The verses immediately preceding this Introduction were
written by a lady of Rutland, Vermont, whose ancestors, on
her mother’s side, werec inhabitants of Groton during two
centuries.

The Epitaphs were carefully copied by Mr. Arthur Bruce
Coburn, of Charlestown, now a student of law; and it is to
him that I am indebted for the accurate drawings from which
the heliotypes in this book are made.

; S. A. G.
BosToN, May, 1878.
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_ 1704
HERE - LYETH - THE
BODY- OF - IAMES ' PRES
COTT - HEE - DYED - THE
9 - OF - MAY - 1704 -
AGED 20 AND -7 - WEEKs

YERES - OLD

HE son of Jonas and Mary (LokER) PrEScoTT, born
March 16, 1684. See frontispiece.

G4 1
1712
A WM
1712
S W

These initials are found on two foot-stones, each bearing the
date 1712. . I am unable to identify the persons.

1716
[Deatl’s Head.]

Here Lyes the Body
of Mt Lydia Whitney, .

Wife to M7, William

Whitney : Aged 42
Years : Deceased, the 24th

of August, 1716.
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1719
[Deatl’s Head.]
Here Lyes the
Body of M
Josaua WHITNEY,
Aged 83 Years,
Decd August. 7th 1719.

The son of Jorun and ErLiNnor WHITNEY, born July 15, 1635,
at Watertown.

1720
HERE LYES Y® BODY
OF M® JAMES
ROBERTSON WHO
DIED DECEMBER
VA GEEANT20
AGED 88 YEARS

Mr. WHITNEY and Mr. ROBERTSON, named above, were among
the earliest settlers of the town ; living here before its destruction
by the Indians in the year 1676.

1723
[Deatl’s Head.}

Here Lyes
ye Body of
Hannah Stone
Who Decd
Septr ye 24th
1723 in ye
25t Year of
Her Age.
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[Death’s Head.) " [Deatk’s Head.]
Here Lyes Here Lyes
y¢ Body of y¢ Body of
Isaac Stone, Lydia Stone
Who Decd Who Decd
Septt ye 3oth Septr. ye 3oth
1723 in y® 1723 in y®
247th Year of 16th Year of
His Age. Her Age.

The three persons last named were children of Deacon
SiMoN and SARAH STONE.

[Deatl’s Head.]

Here Lyes Buried
the Body of
Jonas PrRESCOTT
Esq} Who Deceased
Decem?r ye 31st, 1723
Aged 76 Years

The son of JouN and Mary (PrLaTTts) PrEscorT, born at
Lancaster, in June, 1648.

172
7 4 [Deatl’s Head.)
Here Lyes y¢ Body
of Capt JERATHMELL
Bowers Who
Decd April ye 234
1724 in ye 478t
Year of His Age.

He had previously lived in Chelmsford, of which town he was
one of the proprietors and a prominent inhabitant. At different
times, he commanded a company against the Indians, and was
a noted fighter of them. According to Savage, he was born
-May 2, 1650.
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Memento [Hour-Glass] Mori
[Deatl’s Head.]

Here lies the Body of
Mrs Deborah Parker the daughter
of Capt Jonas Prescott Esqr and
wife to Capt samuel Parker of
Groton who departed this Life
september the 27t® A D 1724
in the 3oth year of her Age

She was born March s, 1694.

[Deatl’s Head.]
Here Lyes y¢ Body of
Ms Rebeckah Lawrance
Wife to Lieut
Jonathan Lawrance
Who Decd Febuw
ye 16t 1724 Aged
about 74 Years

Her maiden name was RUTTER, and she was from Cambridge.

1725
[Deatk’s Head.]
Here Lyes the
Body of Ms Sarah
Woods Wife to Mt
Nathaniel Woods
Who Decd March
ye 3" 1725 : in y© 45
Year of Her Age.
Her maiden name was BRoOwN, and she was from Stow. She
was married July 3, 1721.
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1728
[Deatk’s Head.)
Here Lyes Buried
y¢ Body of M:
TrHoMAS HUBBARD
Who Died Febw
1t 1728, in ye 334
Year of His Age

1729

[Deatk’s Head.)
Here lyes y© Body of
Lieut JONATHAN
Lawrance; Who
Died Septembr ye
19%, 1729 in y* 73
Year of His Age.

The son of ‘Jou~ and EvizaBetH LAWRENCE, of Watertown.
By his will he left £100 to the town of Groton for buying a
meeting-house bell ; £40 to the Church of Christ in Groton for
procuring some silver plate ; and £20 to the Church, the income
to be paid annually to the settled minister.

In the account of his estate, rendered April 5, 1732, by the
executor, William Lawrence, the following items appear : —

Paid Benj* Bancroft for his Journey to Charlestown
in order to procure wine for the Funeral and for

wineitseM=4 . Alahd - op w19 e = ] PR 6,516
Paid for the Coffin 6/ diging the Grave g/ . . . . I
For the Gravestones 3? transporting them7/ . . . 3, 7,0
Paid James Hayfor Gloves . . . . . . . . . . 9, 2,

[Deatk’s Head.]
Here lyes y© Body
of Mr THOMAS
Lawrance; Who
Died October 4t
1729. Aged 37 Years
9 Montts & 19 Days.

The son of JouN and ANNA (TARBELL) LAWRENCE.
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1735

HERE LIES BURIED

Y® BODY OF Y®

WIDOW MARY
PRESCOTT RELICK?®
OF JONAS PRESCOTT

ESQ* WHO DEC?
OCTOBF VER8E CATT)

1735 IN YE 82°
YEAR OF HER AGE

The daughter of Jou~N and Mary (DRAPER) LOKER, born
September 28, 1653 ; she was the mother of twelve children, of
whom ten lived to grow up and be married, each one having a
large family. It is said that she lived to see 176 of her
descendants.

1736
[Death’s Head]
Here Lyes Buried
Ye Body of Capt
Joun SHEPLE, Who
, Departed this life
Sept 14th 1736, in Ye 60
Year of His Age.

All his father’s family — excepting himself — were massacred
by the Indians, in the assault of 1694, and he was carried off
and held a prisoner during four years. He is the direct ancestor
of the late Honorable ETHER SHEPLEY, formerly Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of the State of Maine.
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1738
HERE LIES BURIED
Y* BODY OF
M® NATHANAEL
WOODS WHO
DEC® JUNE Y*
20™ ANNO 1738
IN Y® 71°F YEAR
OF HIS AGE

The son of SamMUEL and AricE Woobs, born March 27, 1668.

HERE LIES BURIED
Y® BODY OF Y*
HONOURABLE CO%*
BENJAMIN PRESCOTT
ESQ* WHO
DEPARTED THIS
LIFE AUGUST
YE 3 ANNO DOM
1738 AGE
42 YEARS 7 M

& 30 D. %

The son of Jonas and Marvy (Loker) Prescorr, born

January 4, 1696; married, June 11, 1718, ABIGAIL OLIVER,

of Cambridge. BENjaMIN was the father of Colonel WiLLiAM

PrEscoTT, who commanded the American forces at the battle
of Bunker Hill.
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[Deatl’s Head.)
Here Lies
The Body of Mr James
Green who Departed
This Life Septbr ye 21th
A D 1756in ye 28th
year of his age
The son of ELEAZER and ANNA (TARBELL) GREEN, born June
19, 1728.

1757

Memento Mori
[Deatt’s Head.)
Here Lies the Body of
Capt Thomas Tarbell
Who Departed this Life
May the 30t 1757
Aged 69 Years 8 Months
& 5 days
The eldest son of THoMas and ErLizaBeTH (WooDs) TARBELL,
born September 15, 1687. Two of his brothers, Joun and
ZECHARIAH, and a sister $anasy were carried off by the Indians,
June 20, 1707; and taken to Canada. The boys afterward
married Indian wives, and their descendants are still living
among the Indians at St. Regis, a village near the New York
State line, on the St. Lawrence River. The epitaph of his
brother WiLLiaM, born June 10, 1689, appears at the bottom
of the opposite page.
[Deatl’s Head.)
Here Lies y¢ Body of Mr
Benjamin Farnsworth Junr
Who Departed This Life
Augstye 310 A D 1757
Aged 20 Years 5 Months
& 28 Days who Died with
Ye Small pox
The son of BenjamMIN and REBERKAH FARNSWORTH, born
February 24, 1736.
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Memento mori
[Skull and Cross-Bones.]
Here lyeth the Body

of Mt* Anna Lawrance
the wife of Mg
Nathaniel Lawrance,
who Departed this
Life Sept 3¢ A.D. 1758
Aged 73 Years 8 month®
and 21 Days.
Her maiden name was SCRIPTURE.

Memento Mori
[Death’s Head.]
Here Lies Buried the Body of
free M= Benjamin Stone From
Who Departed this Life
September the 234 1758

in the

Is 534 Year Deaths
of his Age

Age . no Arest

The son of Deacon SiMoN and SARAH STONE, born August 12,
1706.

Memento mori
[Deatl’s Head.]
Here lies the Body of
Ensign Obidiah Parker
who departed this Life
Sep?¥ ye 28 1758 in the
61% year of his Age
Halt passenger as you go past
Remember time it runneth fast
My dust in narrow bounds do lie
Remember man that thou must die
This dust revive it shall again
And in a grave no mor remain
When trumpet Sounds I shall be raisd
For this God’s holy word hath said
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[Hour-Glass.)
Memento Mori
[Deatl’s Head.]

HERE LIES THE BODY OF
MF JONATHAN GREEN
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE
OCTOBER THE 1otk 1758
IN THE 58h YEAR
OF HIS AGE.

He married, February 25, 1724-5, SARAH, daughter of Josiax
and Lucy LakIN.

Memento Mori
[Death’s Head.)
Here Lies the Body of
Benjamin woods the son of
Mr John woods & Mrs
sarah his Wife who
Departed this Life
November 19th 1758
Being 19 Years 3 weeks
& 5 days old

He was born October 13, 1739.

Memento mori
[Deatl’s Head.]
Here lies the Body of
Mr ]onathan Green Jurr

May ye 1xth 1733
and departed this Life
December y¢ 224 1758

Aged 25 Years 7 months
and 11 days.

The son of JoNATHAN and SARAH (LAKIN) GREEN.
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[A TABLET.]

U~NDERNEATH THIs SToNE Lies THE Bopy oF THE
Rev? CaLEB TROWBRIDGE, late Pastor of the Church
of Christ in Groton, born of reputable Parents in the Town
of Newton, educated at Harvard College in Cambridge
New-England ; of such natural and acquir'd Endowments as
render’d him an Ornament and Blessing in the several
Relations which he sustain’d : he was a good steward over the
House of God, and discharg’d the Duties of his Pastoral
relation with Prudence and Impartiality, Diligence and
Fidelity, He was a tender and loving Husband, an affectionate
and kind Parent ; an agreable and faithful friend ; and a Useful
Member of Society: He was much belovd and respected while
he liv'd, and dyed greatly lamented, the gth day of septr
A D, 1760, in the 69t year of his Age and 465 of his Ministry,
and is we trust recieving the reward of his Labours in the
Kingdom of his Lord : and in Honour to his Memory his loving People
have erected this Monument over his Grave.
Blessed are the Dead that die in the Lord for they rest from their
Labour and their works do follow them.

The Memory of y¢ Just is Blessed.

Memento Mori
[Death’s Head.]

Here lies Buried y¢ Body of
Mrs Mary Follingesbe Relict
of Mr Thomas Follingesbe
who Died october ye
2oth AD 1760
Aged about 82 years

.
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1764

Here lye the remains of Coll? William
Lawrence, who departed this Life May 19%®
A.D. 1764. Anno Atatis 67.

. He was a Gentleman who in military life rose
from the rank of Cap? Lieu! to the command of
a Regiment. In the year 1739, he was made a Justice
of the peace afterwards Quorum unus ; a special
Justice of the court of common Pleas for the County
of Middlesex, and a standing Justice of the Court.
He for many years represented the Town of Groton
with the Districts of Pepperrell and Shirley in the
general Assembly of this Province. In all his public
betrustsments he acquitted himself with fidelity
and honour. In private life his behavior was
becoming his Christian profession. He was remark=
ably industrious in the improvement of time, Just in his
dealings, a good neighbour, a faithful friend, patient
of injuries and ready to forgive them, gratefull to
Benefactors, very ready in affording assistance to
the widow and fatherless, and mercifull to all proper
Objects of pity. He was a strict observer of the
Lords Day, a constant and serious attender on
the public exercises of Religin, a devout worship=
er of God in his family.

Blessed are the dead who dye in the Lord.

Here also lies the Body of M* Susanna
Lawrence Relict of the above named Coll>
William Lawrence
She was a woman of Piety and good Sense,
An industrious, Prudent wife ; an indulgent
Parent, a good Neighbour, a faithfull Friend,
A hater of Hypocrisy and Guile ; a lover of
Hospitality, Patiet under Affliction and Resigned to
The will of Heaven in death by which she
was called out of the world to Receive the
Rewards of a faithfull Servant on the 1ot of
Sept & in the 8ot year of her Age. D: 1771.

[A TABLET.]
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[Cherub’s Head.)
CoL. JouHN BULKLEY,
whose remains are here entomb’d,
departed this Life Dec}ye 3¢ AD. 1772. &. 69.
much lamented by those who knew him.
He left a sorrowful widow, four Daughters &
one son, named JouN by whom this family *
tomb was built ; ‘who also departed this Life Dect ye

148 AD 1774. A& 26. & whose remains are here
deposited.

He was educated at Harvard College and took the
degree of A.B. & A.M. In the years 1769 and 1772. A good
natural genius improv’d by a liberel Education he employ’d
in the study of Law but had only practiced as an attorney
a sufficient time to raise in his friends the most (sanguine) hopes
of whatever great or good could reasonably be expected from an
honest & benevolent heart, influenced by a good understandin§
and a prudent disposition, before a period was put to his Actions
and designs ; & his numerous Acquaintance were call’d to lament
the death of a dutiful son—a loving brother—a faithful friend—a
kind neighbour—a good citizen—an honest man.
€ Amicus patriae, generis humani Amicus.

1773

Memento mori
[Cherub.]
Here lies Buried y*
Body of M?*

Prudence Warren

wife of Mt Abijah
Warren ; she depar-

ted this Life Feb?

1 1773. Aged 23
Years. Likeways a
little babe still born

10 days before she

died.
Her maiden name was LAWRENCE, and she was from Hollis,

New Hampshire.
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Memento mori
[Cherud.]

Here lies Buried
the Body of M?¥
Abigail Champney
wife of M: Eben?
Champney and
Daughter of ye Late
Rev? Caleb Trowbrid
She died Octt 23¢
1775. in y© 36 Year
of her Age

(]

The daughter of the Reverend CALEB and HANNAH (WALTER)
TROWBRIDGE, born November 30, 174o0.

Memento mori
[Cherb’'s Head.]
Here lies Buried
the Body of Mf Amos
Farnsworth who was
Drowned in Lancaste’,
Rever Decem} 5
1775. Aged 71 years
and 6 days.
Tho in deep water was my Body lost,
And found before it was crumbl’d into dust,
And Buried here as this doth lay,
Till trumpet sound at the last day. —
And tho in Adam all mankind did die,
But yet in Christ we may grim death
(aefie.

The son of BEnNjaMIN and Mary (PRESCOTT) FARNSWORTH,
born November 27, 1704. AMo0s and his son, BENJAMIN, were
both drowned while crossing the Nashua River in a boat. His
body was not found until the next March, but BENjAMIN’S was
recovered on the next day. The son’s epitaph immediately
follows this one.
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[Cherad.]
Moley Williams
2 Daur of Capt
John Williams

& M Moley his
wife, who Died
Novt 7t 1777 ;
Aged 20 Days.

[Cherub's Head.)
Memento mori
Here lies
the Body of M:
Jonas FLETCHER,
who departed this
Life Dect 1777.
Aged 83
years.

1778
In Memory of ML Fames
Park (Son of M7, William
Park Stone Cutter & M® Anna

his wife) He was Born In

Scotland in y® Barronre of

Glasgow March 19™ 1741.

And Died Feb? 232 1748.
He died no Libertine. there is two Extremes,
the world has always run into, since y fall of Adam.
15t Papists here have exceded in boundlesse domi-
nation & tyranny over y¢ consciences of men : &
what ever is contrary to y¢ lawlesse decrees of there
Councells & Popes, is an unexpiable heresie, & cannot
be purged but by fire & fagot. 2. Whoever refuse
subjection of conscience to that Enemy of Christ, &
o that woman-mistresse of witcheraft, on whose
skirts is found y¢ Blood of y¢ martyrs of Fesus, is
Presently an heretick, & his arguments answered
with burning-quicke, this tyranny over conscience we
disclaime; yet for that ought not 2 other extremity
of wild toleration to be imbraced.
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1784
Memento mori
[Cherub's Head.) (Cherub's Head.)

[Uran.] - [Hour-Glass.] [Uran.}
ERECTED LIKEWISE
IN memory IN memory
of CapLAxos of M? ABIGAIL
LAWRANCE w/o LAWRANCE (wife of
departed this Life Cap'. Amos Lawrance)
June ye 202 who departed this
AD. 1785. In the Life Fan~ y¢ 62 A.
70, year of 1784. In the 63%
his Age. year of her Age.

The sweet remembrance of the Fust,
Shall flourish when they sleep in Dust.

The youngest son of JouN and ANNA (TARBELL) LAWRENCE,
born February 19, 1715-6; he married, November 7, 1749,
ABIGaiL, daughter of Deacon NEHEMIAH and SARAH (FOSTER)
ABBOTT, of Lexington. She was born January 26, 1721.

[Cherub’s Head.)
Moley Williams
39 Daw”, of Capt
John Williams
& Mt Moley his

wife who Died

Feblz22{ 1784 ;

Aged 17 Months.

Memento mori
[Cherub’s Head.)
In Memory of
M=t Mary Tarbell
_ wife of
Lieu William Tarbell
who departed this Life
Feb? ye 29 1784.
Aged 88 years
1 month and 24 days.

The daughter of Benjamin and Mary (PrescoTT) FARNS-
WORTH, born January 5, 1696.
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| Willow Tree and Urn.}
SACRED
To the
Memory of
Capt
JEPHTHAH RICHARDSON
who died
Oct? 9. 1806.
. 49.
The noble, generous, resolute & just,
Like other, mortals mingles with the dust,

The son of CoNVERSE and MARY RICHARDSON ; he kept a

tavern, during many years, on the present site of the Baptist
Church.

[Willow Tree and Urn.]

[Urr.] SACRED [Urn.]
To ;
the Memory of
MR. WILLIAM SHATTUCK
who died
Oct. 9. 1806.
At g2,

Son of JoB and SarRaAH (HARTWELL) SHATTUCK, born March

8, 1765; he married Eunick, daughter of SimoN and ANNA
(SHATTUCK) BLOOD.

[ Willow Tree and Urn.)
IN memory of
OLivE MOORs
daughter of Joseph
Moors Esq. and Mrs.
Sarah Moors, who died
Nov. 6th, 1806 in the
14th year of her
age.
As fades the lovely blooming flower,
Frail, smiling solace of an hour /
So soon our transient comforts fly,
And pleasures only bloom to die.
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[ West Side.]
LUTHER NUTTING
DIED AUG. 25, 1849

AGED 42
NATHAN K. MOORE
DIED OCT. 3. 1860.

AGED 65

CHARLOTTE P.

WIFE OF
NATHAN K. MOORE
DIED MAR. 20. 1862

AGED 69

[East Side.)
PETER BOWEN
DIED MAY §, 1836
AGED 45§
SYLVIA T.
WIFE OF
PETER BOWEN
DIED MAR. I. 1842
AGED 50
AVERY E. NUTTING
DIED FEB. 19. 1849
AGED 15 Months

[ Willow Tyee and Urn.)

SACRED
to
the memory of

CHARLES.
Son of Mr. Alpheus
Richardson &,
Mrs. Phebe his wife
died May 25, 1822
At. 19 yr. 6 mo.
Down to the dead all must descend
And saints of God must die;
While angels guard thes souls to rest
In dust their bodies lie.
Abel Sawtell Groton [fecit.]
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1834

[North Side.] [A MONUMENT.]

Man lives his little hour and
Lalls, too oft unkheeded down.

SACRED
to the Memory of
Capr. ABRAM CHILD

who was born at Waltham, 1741, and died
at Groton, Jan. 3, 1834, Aged 93 yrs.
He entered the army in the
French War, at the age of 17 yrs.
Was with Gen. Amherst at the capture of
Ticonderoga and Crown Point, in 1759.

/ He was a Lieutenant among the
Minute Men, and aided in the Concord Fight,
and the Battle of Bunker Hill, in 1775.
Joining Washington,
he was one of the Immortal Band
which crossed the Delaware, Dec. 23, 1776,
and turned the tide of war, in the Victories
of Trenton, and Princeton.
Detached to the North,
he fought in the two Battles of Stillwater,
and witnessed the surrender of Burgoyne, in 1777.
Rejoining Washington,
he bore equally the Frosts of Valley Forge,
and the Heats of Monmouth, in 1778.
Detailed with Gen. Wayne,
he crowned his Military career,
by heading the Infantry as oldest Captain
in the gallant capture of Stoney Point, in 1779,
where he received the only wound that
marked his eventful services.

REBECCA STOWELL,

his wife died Nov.A1830, Zt. 84. [/f;J





















GROTON EPITAPHS. 185

1835
[ West Side.)

[Urn.] [A MONUMENT.]
ERECTED. /7 memory of
Mr. Oliver Sheple Fr. Printer, who
departed this life Feb. 4, 1835. in the city of Boston
A 25 ys. 5 mo. & 3 days. he had Fust Commenced
publishing in Boston a religious newspaper (the Christia®
witness) When it pleased God in his wise Providence
to take him from us, ke was born in west Florida
now the State of Mississippe, Sept. 1, A. D. 1809. /e
left there and came to Groton, A. D. 1815. Paus you-
ng men and Reflect, here vests the body of a youn-
& man cut off in the morning of life whose prosp-
ects was good. Surrounded by friends, and belo-
ved and esteemed for his high sence of honour
and rectitude in all his dealings with his fel-
low men, his gentle, manly deportment and
urbanity, of manners endeared him to all who
knew him; he was a lover and follower of the
Saviour of the world and he died calling
upon the name of the Lord. he has left a fond
Father and brother to lament his early
departure and much occasion have they
to mourn the loss.

(South Side.]
SACRED
0 the Memory of

Mrs. Hannah, wife of David Phelps M D
of Connecticut who died Fune 1, 1833
acet. 72. & whose body lies on this side of
this Monument, she was mother in law to
Oliver Sheple Esq. & grandmother to Oli-
ver Sheple Fr. & Franklin & Washington
Sheple, A. D. 1810, her Father Myr. Itha-
mar Andrews . died in west Florida
now the State of Mississippi, act. 84, in
the same place, A. D. 1811, her mother
Mrs. Hannakh Andrews, died aet. 72.
A. D. 1812, her daut. Rossalixde Phelps.
died acl. 26. who are buried in said State.
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[North Side.]
Built by F. Fitch, Groton 1835.
SACRED
0 the memory of
Mrs. Atalanta, Consort of
Oliver Sheple Esq. who departed this
life and is buried in west Florida now the
State of Mississippi, Sept. 20, 1814. aet. 22.. ys
7 ms. & 16 days. and also in said place
Franklin Sheple, son of said Oliver and
Atalanta his wife, died Fuly 30, 1814, act. 3 ys.
4 mo. & 10 days.

[East Side.]
Genealogy of the Sheples from 1630 f0 1835
205 years.

Genealogy of the Sheple or Shepleys Fohn Sheple,

Settled in Salem Mass. A. D. 1630. 4. D. 1660. One

of the family Settled in Groton. A. D. 1676. the Indi-

ans massacred all the Sheples in Groton save a Fohn
Sheple 16 years old who the carried captive to Can-

ada and kept him 4 years. after which he return-

ed to Groton and from him descended all the Sh-

eples or Shepleys in this Vicinity, said Capt.

Fohn Sheple married Lydia Lakin, and he

had by her 4 sons & 1 daut his son Foseph Shep-

le Esq. married Eunice Parker, and he had by

her 4 sons & 3 dawt She died aug. 1767. aet.

42 ys. He died Oct. 16, 1795. aet. 74. years. Mr

Wilder Sheple, son of Foseph, married Phebe

Fletcher, and had by her 4 sons & 1 dait he

died apr. 2, 1814 aet. 60. she died aug. 27, 1826.

aet. 62. Oliver Sheple Esq. son of Wilder, was born aug.
7, 1786. and married nov. 24, A. D. 1808. to Atalanta
Phelps, dav' of Doct. David Phelps Connect she was bo

rn Feb. 4, 1792. and he had by her 3 sons viz Oliver
Franklin & Washington, She died Sept. 20, 1814. ac ,
22 ys. 7 ms. & 16 ds. Oliver Sheple Fr. born Sept. 1, 1809
died Feb. 4, AD. 1835. aet. 25 ys. 5 ms. & 3 ds. Franklin She-
ple born march 20 A. 1811, died Fuly 30, 1814. ael. 3 ys.
4 ms. & 10 ds. Washington Sheple, born Sept. 9, 1813.



























































































































THE earliest reference in the town records to any tombs is
found in the warrant for the meeting held April 6, 1807,

and is as follows : —

g «“ARTICLE 3.

“3, To grant license if the town see cause, unto Hon. James
Prescott Esq. Oliver Prescott James Brazer Samuel Lawrence and
Thomas Gardner Esq” and Rev. Daniel Chaplin to erect and build
tombs, family Vaults, or depositories of such dimensions, and of
such construction, and in such manner as they, or either of them
shall determine, with the priviledges sacred to the sanctuary of the
Dead, at the Southeasterly corner of the common burial ground, or
grave yard in Groton, where former graves, vaults, or depositories
will not be disturbed.”

The subject was duly considered at the meeting, when it was

“Voted to grant the license prayed for, by Hon. James Prescott
Esq. & others, in the third Article, provided, that not more than ten
feet square in the clear, be improved by any one of'the petitioners, for
the purposes mentioned in this Article.”

In the warrant for the town meeting, held May 4, 1807, the
third article is

“To see if they will grant license to Walter Dickson, to erect &
build a tomb, under similar restrictions & with like priviledges as they
voted at April meeting in favor of the Hon. James Prescott Esq. &
others.”

The meeting was duly held, when it was

“Voted that be granted Walter Dickson to erect & build a tomb
&c. as requested.”
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JAMES BRAZER
AND
CALEB BUTLER
1818

In the year 1822, ten or twelve tombs were built on the north
side of the Burying Ground, although no mention is made in the
town records of any vote on the subject. During a few subse-
quent years, other tombs were built, most of them by Joseph
Blood, a stone mason, although no special permission — except
in a very few instances — was given by the town. At the meet-
ing held in March, 1832, the whole subject relating to tombs
was placed under the control of the selectmen. It has remained
in their hands ever since, although no new tomb has been con-
structed for a long time. When the wall around the ground was
relaid in the year 1872, these tombs, with a few exceptions, were
filled up, and no further interments are to be made in them.
Such as were not filled up, are indicated by an asterisk [%] in
the margin.

Beginning at the north-west corner, near the Baptist Church,
the following is a list, in regular order, of the names cut in the
stone facings : —

J. POLLARD.
Wp. S. LAWRENCE.
1841.

N. MUNROE.

1822.

ISATAH HALL &.
DAVID FLETCHER.

1822,
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ABEL TARBELL’S TOMB. *®

ABEL TARBELL
Died Oct. 19, 1860, At. 86 ys. 1 mo. 24 ds.
Pamela Tarbell, wife of
ABEL TARBELL
Died Aug. 27, 1849. At. 66
Abel Harkness Tarbell
Died June 18, 1835, At. 19.

CALVIN. HUBBARD
ABEL. HARTWELL
1832.

Samuel Dana’s Tomb. £

SAMUEL DANA, died Nov. 20, 1835 ; ZE. 68.
REBECCA, /Zis wife, died May 11, 1834 ; ZE. 34.
CHARLES, their Son, was drowned July 31,
1819 ; ZE. 20 ys. GEORGE, #teir Son, died
April 12. 1804 ; 7. 1 yr. & 6 ms.

N. SAWTELL. &
A. STONE.
1836.

J. FITCH & L. PARKER’S
TOMB 1836.

J. BROWN, &
A. H. WILDER

1837

SAMUEL PIERCE. ES
1837
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J. A. BLOOD.
J. M¢GILSON.

3 The Family Tomb of WILLIAM PARKER.
WILLIAM PARKER, died Jan. g, 1833, aged 71.
HENRY PARKER, died May 1824, aged 36.

JANE PARKER, drowned Sept. 13, 1826, aged 26.
LOUISA GAGE, died Sept. 12, 1838, aged 34.
ADDISON PARKER, died March 4, 1839, aged 29.
DR. AARON ANDREW, died Dec. 12, 1859, aged 68.
DAVID A. PATCH, died Sept. 25, 1839, aged 57.
SUSANNAH, his wife, died June 9, 1865, aged 8o y. 9 m.

J. HOAR.
1839.

EDMUND TARBELL.

J. A. FULLICK.

D. BROOKS.
& F. A. BLOOD
SILVESTER
® JACOBS TOMB
1839.

ASA TARBELL.
B. RUSSELL.

T. BLOOD.
J. SAWTELL.



APPENDIX.

URING many years Groton was a frontier town, situated

relatively a long distance from Boston. At that period there
were but few settlements in the colony, and the younger generations
were wont to live near the home of their childhood. The popula-
tion of the town, through the first century of its existence, was
made up largely of the descendants of its founders and early set-
tlers. In this Appendix, I purpose to give a short account of
some of the families living here during that time, including a brief
notice of the petitioners for the plantation of Groton, and of a few
other persons connected with the history of the town. It will be
seen that a considerable number of them came from Watertown
and Lynn.

Bancroft., Benjamin Bancroft, the son of Thomas, of Read-
ing, is the ancestor of the families of this name, living in Groton
and its vicinity. He married Anna, daughter of John and Anna
(Tarbell) Lawrence, of Lexington, and had nine children. He
lived for a while at Charlestown, but afterward, about the year
1728, removed to Groton, where he died July 21, 1787, aged 86
years, and his widow also, April 3, 1790, aged 87 years. He
was a tanner by trade, and lived a short distance south of the Uni-
tarian Church, on the east side of the Great Road. His tannery
was on the opposite side of the way. The stone powder magazine,
used by the State during the Revolution, was situated on his land.

Benjamin, the eldest child, followed the occupation of his father,
and lived on the old homestead. He was town treasurer and a dea-
con of the church, besides holding other positions of trust. He
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married Alice, daughter of William and Mary (Farnsworth) Tar-
bell, and had eight children. His wife died November 29, 1781,
aged 51 years, and he died October 27, 1804, aged 80 years.

Edmund, the second child, removed to that part of Groton, now
Pepperell, where he carried on farming. He was town treasurer of
Pepperell for twenty years, and a represeutative in the General
Court. He married, December 30, 1747, for his first wife, Elizabeth
Atherton, of Harvard, who died October 6, 1755, and he married,
in the year 1758, for his second wife, Mrs. Rachel (Howard) Bar-
ron, widow of Jonathan Barron and daughter of Samuel Howard, of
Chelmsford. She died June 3, 1784, aged 54 years, and he mar-
ried, for the third time, Mrs. Phebe (Lawrence) Bancroft, widow of
Jonathan Bancroft, of Salem, and daughter of Colonel William and
Susanna (Prescott) Lawrence, of Groton. Edmund died October
25, 1806, aged 79 years, and his widow, November 21, 1808, aged
74 years. He had four children by his first marriage, and eight by
his second. Dr. Amos Bancroft, a graduate of Harvard College in
the class of 1791, and for many years a distinguished physician of
Groton, was a son of the second wife.

Deacon Benjamin and Edmund were the only sons of Benjamin
Bancroft who grew up to manhood.

Pavronw. Two brothers of this name, sons of Ellis and
[Grace ?] Barron, of Watertown, were original proprietors of Gro-
ton ; Ellis, the elder brother, owning a fifteen-acre right, and John,
the other, a seven-acre right.  Ellis married Hannah, widow of
Timothy Hawkins, of Watertown, and had several children, before
coming to Groton, where others were born. John also had a
family, but now for a long time there has been no representative of
the name in the town. Elias Barron, of Groton, was in Captain
Lovewell’s fight, May 8, 1725, at Pigwacket, where he was wouuded
and afterward lost. The sum of £30 was allowed his family, by
the General Court, June 17, t725; and according to the record in
the printed “ Journal,” of December 21, 1726, it appears that his
widow’s name was Priscilla.

Samuel Barron left a small bequest to the town, which still keeps
his name in grateful remembrance. The following is an extract
from his will, dated February 5, 1753:—

“My Will and plesuer is that the first Church of Christ in Groton should
have sum thing oute of my Estate for the poore of saied Church and I do hereby
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Give fo the saied Church the sum of thirteen pounds five shillings and four
pence Lawfull money to be paied to the saied Church oute of my Estate by my
Executer within one year next after my decease to be Lett oute to Interest by
the saied Church and the Interest to be approprated for the Bennefit of the
poore of saied Church as the Church shall order but the princaple never to be
demineshed.”

I1ood. Three of the petitioners for the plantation of Groton,
viz., Richard, John, and Robert, bore this name, and all three were
sons of James and Ellen Blood, of Concord. Another brother,
James, was an early proprietor of the town. Richard was the only
one of these brothers that lived in Groton, and he is the ancestor
of most of the name in this neighborhood. He was the largest
proprietor in the town, owning a sixty-acre right, and was one of
the first board of selectmen chosen by the inhabitants, and also
town clerk in the year 1668. He married Isabel , and had
Mary, who died April 19, 1662 ; James, who was killed by the
Indians, September 13, 1692; Nathaniel, who married, June 13,
1670, Hannah, daughter of James and Elizabeth (Long) Parker ;
Elizabeth, who married, December 1, 1686, Thomas Tarbell, the
third of the name in Groton; and Joseph, who was an original
proprietor of the town. Richard, the father, lived in the district
called “Nod,” and died December 7, 1683.

Privge. The name of London Bridge will have more interest
for the inhabitants of Groton, when it is known that he was a resi-
dent of the town, and that he remembered it in his will. This
instrument, bearing date May 23, 1775, is on file in the Middlesex
Probate Office at East Cambridge, and was presented for probate,
January 25, 1776. The following are extracts from it: —

“I do hereby give and Bequeath the s¢ sum of Thirteen pounds six shil-
lings and eight pence to the Church of Christ in Groton afores? the Interest of
which Sum is to be annually given to the poor of s¢ Chh. at the Discretion of
their Com's*.” . . .

He then makes provision for the payment of his debts and a
small bequest to Captain Henry Farwell, and adds : —

“and if that should not be sufficient for those purposes my will is that my
Executor take so much out of the above given to the Chh. as to Defray the
Charges Aboves? and the Remainder be applyed by the Chh. in manner
as Abovesd for their poor.”
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@ooper. Timothy Cooper was one of the original petitioners
for the plantation of Groton, and his name appears in the first list
of selectmen, appointed by the General Court. He married
Sarah, daughter of Joseph and Hester (Pierce) Morse, of Water-
town, and had four children. In the inventory of his estate, on file
in the Middlesex Probate Office at East Cambridge, it is recorded
that he was “ Sleaine by the Indeins the Second day of march
1675—6.” This is the date of the first attack on the town in King
Philip’s War.

Pavis. Dolor Davis was a petitioner for the plantation of
Groton, and one of the first board of selectmen appointed by the
General Court. He came to this country from England, about the
year 1640, and lived for a while at Barnstable. He is the ancestor
of many of the name now living in Middlesex and Worcester coun-
ties. He married Margery, sister of Major Simon Willard, and at
one time was a resident of Concord. He probably lived here but a
short time ; he died at Barnstable in the year 1673.

FFavusworth). Matthias Farnsworth, the progenitor of the
numerous families in Groton bearing this name, came from Lynn.
He was an original proprietor of the town, and owned a twenty-acre
right. His farm was situated on both sides of the road leading to
Harvard, a little south of James’s brook, more than a mile from the
village. He was living at Lynn in the year 1657, and at Groton in
1664, though he may have been a resident of each place earlier than
these respective dates. He died in the latter part of the year 1689,
aged 77 years. The following is a copy of his will, on file in the
Middlesex Probate Office at East Cambridge : —

Groton Jenewarey 15t : 1688-9 and in the 4 yere of the Rain of King Jams
the sacond I mathyas farnworth sen of groton in the county of midlsix in new
ingland aged about 77 yers being wall considrat and of sound and parfit Judg-
ment and understanding thanks be to god for it I being sensabl of my many
frailtyes & unsartanty of my natueral lif and knowing what disaduantag many
times hapens for want of a Right sating the hous in order being desiras to
ackt and satl things that consarns me doe mak conshans and doe daclare this
prasant instrement to be my last will & tastement in manar and form as foloweth
making uoyd all formar wills ather by word or dead but first I Commit my soul
to all myty god my Creater hoping I shal Rasaue full pardon of all my sins
throw Jasus Christ and I commit my bodey to the earth from whans it was
taken to be beured in such deasant manar as my exsecters shall see meet and
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first to the distrebiting my eastat I doe giue to my beloued wif so long as she
liues a widow won third of my whol astat and the moueabls within the hous I
doe laue to hur to daspose as shee pleases and sacondly I doe giue to my
son mathyas farnworth for his full porshan that fiue akker Right which his
deed spasefyes and a peese of madow called by the name of half moon madow
and twanty akekers of land lying neer a plase called by the nam of Prascots
olde mill and this to be counted to be his full porshan unlass he meets with
malistation by any ralations of his and if so then I will and giue to my son
mathyas my hom stall that I now dwall upon with hous & barn and that hom
stall that my son mathyas now liues on to Raturn in seed thare of
and thirdly I giue to my son John farnworth that fiue akar Right that his
deed spasefyes and tan shilins more to be Payed of the astat for his full
porshan
fourthly I giue to my son bangeman farnworth that part of my land lying on
the out sid of my hom stall fans at the lower end of the lot and twanty ake-
kers at the plas neer prescotts old mill and six akkers of madow lying at south
madow and this for his porshan
fiftly for my son samewall & Jonathan farnworth I doe giue the Rast
of my land and madow that is undasposed on lying at the old mill for thare
porshan
and I giue my daughter Robison won cow and to my daughter thacher I giue
twenty shilins and to my daughter Stoon won cow and twanty shilins and to my
daughter abigall farnworth twalue pound for her porshan and as to the Rast
of my eastat undasposed of I leaue in the hand of my exsectters to daspose of
to my wif or children as thay think to be most Rason I mak Chois of my son
mathyas farnworth with nathanil lawrins san & Jonas prescott for exsackters
this taken from his own mouth syned and sealed in the prasants of us
. his
mathyas AA farnworth sen
mark
nathannil lawrance
Jonas Prescott
his
Nicklas ¢ huchins

mark

also I giue my loam & tacklins for waring to my son mathyas farnworth

X 17. 1689 Charlestowne

Nathan® Larrance & Jonas Prescott appearing in Court made oath yt they
were prsent when Mathias ffarnworth Deced signed sealed and published this
as his last will & Testament, and y* he was of sound judgment and of dispose-
ing minde when he did y® same and yt they sett theire hands there to as
witnesses w® Nicolas Hutchins

as att. Sam™ Phipps Cler

His wife’s name was Mary, and they had ten children. The list
of them given below is compiled from different sources. It is
probable that his “daughter Robison” was the wife of James
Robertson, or Robinson ; and in that case, her name was Eliza-

]
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beth, and probably she was born in England. James Robertson, an
original proprietor of the town, married his wife, January 16, 1667,
and she died December 22, 1729, aged 82 years. I am not sure
about the order of the births of his children, but I suggest the fol-
lowing : Elizabeth [?], who probably married James Robertson ;
Joseph, born November 17, 1657, at Lynn, and died February 2o,
1686-7 ; Mary, born October 11, 1660, at Lynn, and married, April
11, 1676, Samuel Thatcher, of Watertown; Matthias, born at
Groton ; John, who married, December 8, 1686, Hannah, daughter
of John and Sarah (Eliot) Aldis, of Dedham, and had nine chil-
dren ; Benjamin, who married Mary, daughter of Jonas and Mary
(Loker) Prescott, and had ten children; Samuel, who married,
December 12, 1706, widow Mary (Whitcomb) Willard, and had
three children; Abigail, born January 17, 1671, and probably
married John Hutchins, of Groton; Sarah[?], who perhaps mar-
ried Simon Stone; and Jonathan, born June 1, 1675, married
Ruth ,and had fourteen children.

John, one of the sons named above, was an influential man in
all town affairs. He was an ensign in the militia, a selectman, a
representative to the General Court from the year 1708 to 1714
inclusive, excepting 1711, and a deacon in the church. In the
autumn of 1711, he was in command of one of the eighteen gar-
risons in the town. The name of Matthias Farnsworth, of Groton,
appears in a list of prisoners in the hands of the French and
Indians in Canada, March s, 1710-11, though there is nothing in
the record to show when he was captured. He was probably the
son of Matthias, Jr., and, if so, he was a young man about twenty
years old at the date of the list.

The first settlement of Charlestown, New Hampshire, — then
known as Number 4,— was made in the year 1740, by three
brothers, Samuel, David, and Stephen Farnsworth, natives of
Groton. They all became leading men in the town, and dis-

tinguished themselves on several occasions in fights with the
" Indians. Samuel Famsworth, the eldest brother, was killed in
a skirmish, May 2, 1746 ; David was taken prisoner by a party
of Indians, April 20, 1757, and carried to Canada. He managed
to escape, and reached home, probably soon after his capture.
Stephen, the youngest brother, also had his bitter experience with
the savages. He was captured April 19, 1746, and taken to
Montreal, where he remained seventeen months, when he was
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exchanged. His health was so broken down by the hardships of
his captivity that he never fully regained it. He died September
6, 1771, leaving behind him the example of a brave man and a
useful citizen.

Fracvvington. Matthew Farrington was one of the petitioners
for the plantation of Groton, and a member of the first board of
selectmen appointed by the General Court. He was a son of
Edmund Farrington, of Lynn, and was born in England.

@xilson. Joseph Gilson was one of the original proprietors of
the town, and owned a nine-acre right. He married, November 18,
1660, Mary Caper, at Chelmsford, and removed from that town to
Groton before March 5, 1665-6. He died in the summer of 1676,
at Concord, where he went, probably, when Groton was deserted by
its inhabitants. An inventory of his estate is on file in the Middle-
sex Probate Office at East Cambridge. He left five children, viz.,
Mary, born November 17, 1662, at Chelmsford ; Timothy ; Joseph,
born March 8, 1666-7, at Groton, married twice, and had five
children by each wife ; Sarah, born June 25, 1669, at Groton ; and
John, born April 23, 1674, at Groton, married Sarah , and
had five children. Both Joseph and John lived and died at
Groton, and John’s widow married, May 17, 1709, for her second
husband, Richard Warner, by whom she had four children. Joseph
Gilson, a grandson of the original proprietor, was one of the seven
Groton men with Captain Lovewell in his fight at Pigwacket, and
the only one of the seven who escaped unhurt. One Joseph Gilson
of Groton, presented a petition to the General Court, June 11,
1760, “representing his Services and Sufferings, for his Country
praying a Compensation.”

FHaven. Richard Haven was one of the petitioners for the
plantation of Groton. He was living in Lynn as early as the year
1645, and is said to have come from the west of England. His
will was proved June 14, 1703.

fHhincklep, Thomas Hinckley, one of the selectmen first
appointed by the General Court, was probably a son of Samuel
Hinckley, of Scituate, and afterward of Barnstable. If this sup-
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position be correct, he was the Governor of Plymouth Colony from
the year 1681 to 1692.

FLakin. William Lakin, the ancestor of the numerous families
of this name that have lived at Groton, died December 10, 1672, at
the advanced age of go or g1 years. He was born in England, and
came to this country with his daughter-in-law and her two sons,
William and John Lakin. Mr. Butler, in his excellent * History,”
(page 273), says that the family came from Redington, but as
there is no such place in England, perhaps the parish of Ridling-
ton is meant. They early settled at Reading, where the name was
sometimes spelled Laukin. The two brothers were original pro-
prietors of Groton, each owning a twenty-acre right.

William Lakin married Lydia, daughter of Abraham Brown, of
Watertown, and had Lydia, born 1650; Mary, born 1652 ; William,
born May 6, 1655; John, born January 3, 1658 ; Jonathan, born
June 28, 1661 ; Abraham, born January 1o, 1664 ; William, born
May, 1665 ; Abraham, born September 11, 1667; and Eliab,
born January 8, 1669. The first five were born at Reading, and the
others at Groton.

John Lakin married MaryMand had the following chil-
dren, born at Groton, on the dates set against their respective
names : Sarah, February 4, 1661—2 ; William, May 12, 1664 ; Abi-
gail, March 13, 1666-7; Joseph, April 14, 1670; Benjamin,
November 6, 1672 ; and Josiah, September 14, 1675.

William Lakin was appointed October 15, 1673, Lieutenant of
the military company of the town, and his brother John was con-
firmed by the Governor and Council, July 13, 1689, as Ensign of
the same company, though they may have acted as officers before
these dates.

The murderous assault made by the Indians on the town, July
27, 1694, was begun at the house of Lieutenant William Lakin, who
lived somewhere in the neighborhood of Chicopee Row. Isaac
Lakin, a grandson of William, was wounded in Lowvewell’s fight
with the Indians.

The following entry is found in the printed “Journal” of the
Massachusetts House of Representatives, for January 1o, 1760 : —

““ A Petition of Oliver Laken of Groton, in the County of Middlesex, shewing.
that he was a Soldier in the Pay of the Province 4701753, and was on the 20th
Day of Fuly the same Year, Captivated by the Indian Enemy, suffered many &
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great Hardships, and was obliged to borrow a Sum of Money to purchase his
Freedom from Captivity; he therefore prays he may be allowed the Sum
of Money he borrowed ; also the Charges of his Passage home, and a further
Allowance for his Loss of Time and Sufferings &c”

The answer to this petition is found in the proceedings of Janu-
ary 12, and is as follows : —

“The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of Olfver Lakin, Re-
ported thereon.

“Read and accepted in Part, viz. Resolved. That the Sum of eight Pounds, be
allowed and paid out of the public Treasury to Wiliam Lawrence, Esq; for
the Use of the Petitioner, in full Consideration for his Services and Sufferings
therein mentioned.

“Sent up for Concurrence.”

The petitioner was a son of William and Mirtam Lakin, and a
great-grandson of Ensign John Lakin.

FLawrence. The ancestor of this numerous family was John
Lawrence, who was born at Wisset, England, where he was bap-
tized October 8, 1609. He married Elizabeth , and had
thirteen children, all with one exception born at Watertown, where
he settled on conting to this country. His daughter Elizabeth was
born in Boston. The date and the place of his marriage are not
known. He was an original proprietor of Groton, owning a twenty-
acre right ; two of his sons were also original proprietors, Nathaniel
having a ten-acre right, and Joseph a five-acre right. His house
and land at Watertown were sold about the year 1662, and in the
same year the name is found in the Groton records. John’s wife,
Elizabeth, died August 29, 1663, at Groton, and he married,
November 2, 1664, for his second wife, Susanna, daughter of Wil-
liam Batchelder, of Charlestown, by whom he had two daughters.
John died here July 11, 1667, and his widow, July 8, 1668, at
Charlestown. His second son, Nathaniel, is represented in this
neighborhood at the present time by numerous descendants. He
held various offices in the church and town, and was one of the
first representatives to the General Court, under the charter of
William and Mary, in the year 1693. He married, first, March 13,
1660-1, Sarah, daughter of John and Hannah Morse, of Ded-
ham, and lived for a while at Sudbury, before coming to Groton.
His wife died August 29, 1683, and he married, secondly, Han-
nah . In advanced life he removed to that part of Cam.
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bridge now Lexington, where one of his sons was living, and
here he died March 12, 1746, leaving a large family. Subsequently
three of his grandchildren, Thomas, William, and Amos, came
from Lexington to Groton to live. Two other of John’s sons,
Peleg and Enosh, lived at Groton, and had families. Enosh was
wounded by the Indians, probably in the attack of July 27, 1694.
He afterward represented in a petition to the Governor and Coun-
cil that he was a very poor man by reason of wounds received in
his hands, which almost wholly disabled him from earning a liveli-
hood for himself and family. In consequence of these representa-
tions, he was allowed exemption from taxes, October 1%, 1702, and
an annual pension of three pounds during life. The name Enosh
is a variation from Enos, and not from Enoch, with which it.is fre-
quently confounded. This will be seen by consulting the Geneva
version of the Bible, long used in preference to King James's ver-
sion, by the New England men, and out of which Enosh Lawrence
was undoubtedly named. In this, “ Enosh ” will be found where
the authorized version has “ Enos,” in Genesis v. 6, 7, 9—-11.

JLonglep. William Longley was among the earliest settlers of
the town, and was the owner of a thirty-acre right. He was the
son of Richard Longley, of Lynn, where in the town records the
name is sometimes spelled Langley. He had been one of the se-
lectmen of Lynn, and was clerk of the writs in the year 1655. He
removed, about the year 1660, to Groton, where he was one of the
selectmen in the year 1665, and town clerk in 1666. He died
November 29, 1680, leaving a will dated six days before his death.
His widow, Joanna, afterward married Benjamin Crispe, whom
she survived ; she died at Charlestown in the year 1698. The
following is a list of his children, though probably not in the order
of their birth: John, born about 1640, married Hannah .
and had several children ; Elizabeth, married, September 7, 1669,
James Blood, and died about 1677, leaving two daughters, Mary
and Elizabeth, who married brothers named Shattuck; Anna, or
Hannah, who married, June 30, 1666, Thomas Tarbell, Jr., and
had several children; Mary, who married Samuel Leaman, prob-
ably of Charlestown ; Sarah, born October 15, 1660, married, June
17, 1679, Thomas Rand, of Charlestown; Lydia, who married
James Nutting, and had six children ; and William, who married,
May 15, 1673, Lydia . He was town clerk i the pesr =633,
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apd from 1692 till his death in 1694. William lived on the east
side of the Hollis road, about a mile from the village. A melan-
choly interest is connected with the site, as it was here that he and
his wife, with five children, were massacred by the Indians in their
assault on the town, July 27, 1694. Three more of their children,
Lydia, John, and Betty, were carried off by the savages, and taken
to Canada. Lydia was sold to the French, and placed in the Con-
gregation of Notre Dame, a convent in Montreal, where she
embraced the Roman Catholic faith, and died July 20, 1758, at the
advanced age of 84 years. Betty died soon after her capture
from hunger and exposure, and John, the third child, remained with
the savages for more than four years, when he was ransomed and
brought away, much against his own will. At one time during his
captivity, he was on the verge of starving, when an Indian kindly
gave him a dog’s foot to gnaw, which for the time appeased his
hunger. He was known among his captors as John Afigary. After
he came home, his sister Lydia wrote from Canada, urging him to
abjure the Protestant religion, but he remained true to his early
faith.

Their grandmother, the widow of Benjamin Crispe, April 13,
1698, made her will, which was admitted to probate on the 28th of
the following December, and in it she remembered these absent
children as follows : —

“T give and bequeath Vnto my three Grand-Children y* are in Captivity if
they returne Vizdt three books one of y™ a bible another a Sermon booke treat-
ing of faith and the other a psalme book.”

John Longley returned about the time that his grandmother
died.

In the month of July last, I was in Montreal, where I pro-
cured, through the kindness of the Mother Superior, a copy of the
record from the Congregation of Notre Dame, of which the follow-
ing is a translation : —

“On Tuesday, April 24, 1696, the ceremony of baptism was performed on an
English girl, named Lydia Longley, who was born April 14, 1674, at Groton, a
few miles from Boston in New England. She was the daughter of William Long-
ley and Deliverance Crisp, both Protestants. She was captured in the month
of July, 1680 [1694 ?] by the Abénaqui Indians, and has lived for the past month
in the house of the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame. The godfather
was M. Jacques Leber, merchant ; the godmother was Madame Marie Made-

‘
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leine Dupont, wife of M. de Maricourt, Ecuyer, Captain of a company of
Marines : she named this English girl Lydia Madeleine.

[Signed] LYDIA MADELEINE LONGLEY
MADELEINE DUPONT,
LEBER,
M. CAILLE, acting curate.”’

NoTg.— The date of capture in this record is written out in full, and the omission of one word
would cause the mistake; z.e., *“mil six cent quatre-vingt,” omitting guatorze.

PYartinn. The name of William Martin heads the list of
petitioners for the plantation of Groton. He was an original pro-
prietor of the town, owning a twenty-acre right. He came here at
an early date from Reading, where he had been one of the select-
men. He married the widow of William Lakin, Jr.,— though
neither the date nor the place of marriage is known,—and he
lived near Martin’s Pond, which was named after him. His wife
died August 14, 1669, and he died March 26, 1672, aged about 76
years. He left a will, dated twenty days before his death, in which
he bequeathed ten pounds “ towards purchasing a meeting house bell
for the town’s use.” It was sixty years, however, before the town
obtained the legacy, and even then only by a suit brought against
one of the legatees, who had wrongfully received a portion of
Martin’s estate.

oory. Abraham Moors, the progenitor of various families
bearing the name in this neighborhood, came from Eungland, near
the beginning of the last century. He was a weaver by trade, and
lived in the south part of the town. He married, November 21,
1717, Elizabeth Gilson, and they had six sons and three daughters.
Mr. Moors died in March, 1780, aged 87 years, and his wife
December 4, 1770, aged 72 years. Their youngest son, Joseph, was
in active service during a part of the French War, and served with
distinction as an officer in the Revolution. He filled many posi-
tions of trust and responsibility among his townsmen, and died
July 25, 1820, aged 82 years.

XNuttistg. John Nutting, the common ancestor of the different
families in Groton bearing this name, was an original proprietor of
the town, and owned a seventeen-acre right. His land lay on the
northerly side of James’s Brook, and his house, which was one of
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the earliest garrisons, stood near the present site of Liberty Hall.
It was from this garrison house that the Indian chief, on the night
of March 13, 1676, “did very familiarly in appearance, call out to
Capt. Parker that was lodged in another Garrison house,” situated
near where Captain Asa S. Lawrence now lives. :

John Nutting married, August 28, 1650, Sarah Eggleton [?], at
Woburn, where a son was born, who may have been John, men-
tioned below, and probably other children. A daughter, Mary, was
born January 16, 1656, at Chelmsford, at which place, John, James,
and Mary were baptized August 3, 1656 ; also Sarah, born Janu-
ary 7, 1660, and died soon afterward.

He was one of the petitioners for the town of Chelmsford, and
he removed probably from that town to Groton, where three of his
children were born, — Sarah, May 29, 1663 ; Ebenezer, October 23,
1666 ; and Jonathan, October 17, 1668.

Jdarish. John Parish was an original proprietor of the town,
and owned a five-acre right. He was one of a committee ‘with
John Page and Ensign Lawrence, chosen December 23, 1683, to
prove the proprietors’ title to their land. In the year 1693, he
fepresented the town in the General Court. Thomas Parish, a ‘son
of Thomas Parish, of Cambridge, and a graduate of Harvard
College in the class of 1659, was living in Groton at an early
date.

Parker. In the early history of Groton, this was the most
numerous family in town. James Parker and Joseph Parker, prsb-
eledr brothers, were original proprietors, the first named owning
a fifty-acre right, and the other a twenty-acre right. James was a
distinguished man, and a leader in all public affairs. A sketch of
his life and a copy of his will are given in Mr. Butler’s “ History ”
(pages 281-285). He was living at Woburn in the year 1640,
and he married, May 23, 1643, Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Long,
of Charlestown. Their children were Elizabeth, born March 12,
16435, married Gary ; Ann, born March 5, 1647 ; John, born
February 18, 1649 ; Sarah, born August 29, 1650, died next year ;
Joseph, born, 1651 ; James, born April 15, 1652 ; Josiah, born
1655 ; Samuel, born 1656 ; Joshua, born March 13, 1658, married
Abigail (Shattuck) Morse, widow of Jonathan Morse ; Zechariah,
born January 14, 1659 ; and Eleazer, born November g, 1660. He
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married, for his second wife, Mrs. Eunice (Brooks) Carter, widow of
Samuel Carter, and had a daughter Sarah, who was born December
12, 1697, after the father had reached the age of 8o years. His six
oldest children were born at Woburn ; before coming to Groton, he
lived for a while at Chelmsford, where several others were born.
He died in the year 1701, aged about 84 years. James’s house lot
lay on both sides of the principal street in the village, just south of
the small stream which to this day is called James’s Brook, named
after him. His house was one of the garrisons during King Philip’s
War, and it was with Captain Parker that the Indian chief, on the
night of March 13, 1676, talked, as mentioned in Hubbard’s *“ Nar-
rative.” In the assault made on the town, July 27, 1694, his son
James and Mary, his son’s wife, were killed by the Indians, and
“several ” of their children carried away captives. Another son,
Josiah, was a captain, and served in the war against the Indians ;
he was in command at Groton, July 21, 1706, when Nathaniel Healy,
of Newton, one of his company, was “ waylaid "’ and slain, together
with' Ebenezer Seger, also of Newton, “as they were going to Meet-
ing On the Sabbath day.” A brother of Seger’s was taken captive
at the same time. Joseph Parker, the other original proprietor, was
pambabty a brother of James, and the ancestor of the most numer-
ous branches of the family in this neighborhood. He was a large
landowner in Groton, Chelmsford, and Dunstable. The town’s
brandmark, used probably for marking cattle, was approved by the
Governor and. magistrates, on his petition dated May 31, 1666.
He married Margaret , and had the following children, born
at Chelmsford, on the dates set against their names: Joseph,
March 30, 1653 ; Anna, February 2, 1655, died young; Mary,
October 28, 1657 ; John, November 4, 1660, died October 8, 1661 ;
Anna, November 16, 1663 ; Sarah, November 16, 1666, died Sep-
tember 15, 1704. Joseph, the father, died in the year 1690, leaving
a large estate. Joseph, the son, married, first, Elizabeth , and,
secondly, November 19, 1684, Hannah Blood ; he had three chil-
dren by his first wife, and four by his second. He died about the
year 1725.

Isaac Parker, of this town, was one of the early settlers of
Charlestown, New Hampshire, where he went about the year 1740.
He was taken prisoner by the Indians, April 19, 1746, and re-
mained in captivity until the following winter, when he was
released.
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JPrescott.  This is the most distinguished name in the annals
of Groton, and the families bearing it have been numerous. Jonas,
the progenitor, was the son of John and Mary (Platts) Prescott, and
was born at Lancaster, in June, 1648. He was a blacksmith by
trade, and owned the mill in the south part of Groton, now within
the limits of Harvard. It is said that a grant of land made by the
town, about the year 1675, when it was much in need of a black-
smith, induced him to remove nearer to the village. He built a
house and shop on the lot, which was situated on the easterly side
of James’s Brook, perhaps a third of a mile south of Lawrence
Academy. He bought lands, until he became one of the largest
owners of real estate in the town. Two years ago, a piece of wall
was removed, which separated a part of this lot from the highway,
near where it forks from the Boston road, and which contained a
stone bearing this inscription : —

ESPS
1680
Rebuilt by
(Qh 12,
1784
Rebuilt by
S. J. Park
- 1841.

The initials I. P. are those of Jonas Prescott, and O. P. those of
his grandson, Dr. Oliver Prescott.

Jonas married, December 14, 1672, Mary, daughter of John and
Mary (Draper) Loker, of Sudbury, and they had four sons and
cight daughters. Two of the sons died young, but all the other
children lived to grow up and have families. The eight
daughters, with one exception, married Groton men, and were
blessed with a2 numerous offspring. Jonas filled many important
positions in the town, and represented it in the General Court dur-
ing the years 1699 and 1705 ; he died December 31, 1723, aged 75
yeatstm

His youngest son, Benjamin, was a man of strong character and
commanding appearance, and like his father filled many places of
usefulness. He married, June 11, 1718, Abigail, daughter of the
Honorable Thomas and Mary (Wilson) Oliver, of Cambridge, and
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they had three sons and four daughters. He lived on the old
homestead, where he died August 3, 1735, at the age of 42 years,
after a short illness caused by over-exertion while haying. His
three sons were all remarkable men, and exerted much influence in
shaping public affairs during an important period.

James, the eldest son, represented the town in the General Court,
as his father and grandfather had done before him ; was a member
of the Senate and of the Executive Council. At the beginning of
the Revolution, he was a member of the Provincial Congress and
of the Board of War, and subsequently Sheriff of Middlesex
County, and a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. He died
February 15, 1800, aged 79 years

William, the second son, a lar Sslate owned by his
father, in that part of rot n c&wv , »ew included in
Pepperell. He was a Lleutenant in the expedmon sent in the year
1755 to remove the French Neutrals from Nova Scotia, and a Colo-
nel of Minute Men enrolled in this neighborhood in the year 1774.
As commander of the American forces at the Battle of Bunker Hill,
June 17, 1775, his name will never be forgotten. In subsequent
years, at various times he filled the offices of town clerk, select-
man, and representative in the General Court. He was the father
of William Prescott, the lawyer and jurist, and the grandfather of
William H. Prescott, the distinguished historian. He died October
13, 1795, aged 69 years, and was buried at Pepperell ; his widow
died October 21, 1821, at the advanced age of 88 years.

On the opposite page is a representation of the monument in the
Pepperell Burying Ground, erected to their memory. It consists of
a thick slate slab, resting on a solid granite foundation.

Oliver, the third and youngest son, graduated -at Harvard Col-
lege, in the class of 1750, and studied the profession of medicine,
in which he afterward had a wide reputation and an extensive prac-
tice. He was town clerk during thirteen years, and selectman
during thirty-two years. Before the Revolution, he held the re-
spective offices of Major, Lieutenant-colonel, Colonel, and General,
in the militia. Subsequently, in°the year 1778, he was appointed
third Major General of the militia, and in 1781 second Major
General ; but soon afterward he resigned the position, on account
of ill health. He was a Justice throughout the Commonwealth, a
member of the Board of War, a member of the Council of Massa-
chusetts until he declined the office, and, in the year 1779, was
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appointed Judge of Probate, and continued as such until his
death. He took an active part in suppressing Shays’s Rebellion,
which had many supporters in this neighborhood. He was one of
the original Trustees of Groton Academy, and the first President
of the Board of Trustees. He was a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, and of various medical societies.
He died November 17, 1804, aged 73 years.

Sarvtell. A family of this name settled in Groton about the
" beginning of the last century. It is said to be distinct from the
Sawtells, who were here before them, though it is not improbable
that they both came from the same stock. The head of the family
was Nathaniel, and he had two sons and two daughters. Na-
thaniel, the elder son, lived at Charlestown, and was a mariner.
He sailed on a voyage, and was never afterward heard from.
Josiah, the second son, lived 'in Groton, and was the last rep-
resentative of the town to the General Court, under the charter
of William and Mary. By his will, dated September 3, 1775, he
bequeathed to the town and church three farms and some other
property, of which the proceeds constitute the greater part of the
present Groton Ministerial Fund. He was buried in the old Bury-
ing Ground. Some years ago, his gravestone was taken to the new
cemetery, and the following is a copy of the inscription on it : —

Josian SArRTELL Esq.
died Aug! 30T 1784. aged 74
Mary SARTELL his widow, died
March. 30" 1790. aged 8o.
and their Children who died in minority
NATHANIEL SARTELL EsQ. his
father, who died Jan” 16% 1741. aged 60
ABIGAIL GREEN her sister, who
died Dect 20 1790. aged 83.
and other relations.
From death’s arrest no age is _free.

Removed-an.the-OtConretes-to-tiremembyNatirammic?

{0 KL S0 DR P B R A - [ T Vg 5
PO Crr—py

His widow, Mary, also made a bequest to the church. The
following is the first clause in her will, which is dated November
28, 1789, and on file in the Middlesex Probate Office at East
Cambridge : —
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“I give and bequeath to the first church in the Town of Groton aforesaid
my Silver Tankard, and the sum of Fifteen pounds Lawfull money, to be for the
use of said Church Forever

Satwtell. Richard Sawtell, the ancestor of numerous families
bearing this name, was an original proprietor of Groton, and the
possessor of a twenty-acre right. Two of his sons were also
original proprietors, Jonathan having a five-acre right, and Zecha-
riah a ten-acre right. He came here from Watertown, where he
was living as early as the year 1636. He was town clerk of
Groton in 1662 and the two subsequent years. He died August
21, 1694, at Watertown, where he went, doubtless, in the spring of
1676, after the destruction of this town by the Indians. In his
will, dated May 16, 1692, he mentions his wife Elizabeth. She
died October 18, 1694. They had a large family, born probably
at Watertown, three of whom, Obadiah, Jonathan, and Zechariah,
lived at Groton. Obadiah, the eldest, married Hannah, daughter
of George Lawrence, had Abigail, born March 13, 1665-6, and
probably Obadiah. Jonathan, born August 24, 1639, married,
July 3, 1665, Mary , and had six children, of whom Jonathan,
the youngest, was born April 6, 1676, at Watertown. Jonathan, the
father, died January 6, 16go-1, and his wife, April 26, 1676, a few
days after the birth of her youngest son. Zechariah, born about the
year 1644, married , and had Anna, born March 14, 1673-4,
and probably Nathaniel.

This family is largely represented at Charlestown, New Hamp-
shire, where the name is spelled Sartwell. This branch sprang
from Obadiah, an early settler of that town, who went from
Groton about the year 1740. He was taken prisoner by the In-
dians, May 24, 1746, and was held until August 20, 1747. He
finally met his death at their hands, June 17, 1749, being attacked
while ploughing in his cornfield, without suspecting any danger.

In the printed “ Journal ” of the House of Representatives, June
16, 1738, is found

“ A Petition of Fosiak Sartell, shewing that he was a Soldier in the Service
of the Province for sundry Years, and was in divers Fights against the Indian
Enemy, wherein many of them were slain, and he himself was wounded in some
of the Engagements, that he has received nothing in Consideration of his Smart
and Services, but the established Pay, that he has a large Family, and under low
Circumstances ; that he lately presumed for want of Lands and Means of pur-
chasing, to go upon some of the Province Land on the West side of Conrecticut
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River, adjoining to Northfield, a new Canada Town and some Farms, has built
a small House thereon, and improved some of the Lands there, praying that he
may obtain a Grant, or be allowed to purchase such Part of the Province Land
there, as the Court shall think convenient in Consideration of the Premisses.
Read and Ordered, That the Petition be considered on Tuesday the zoth
Instant.”

It was voted June 22, that one hundred acres of the unappro-
priated lands of the Province be granted the petitioner, and, in the
record of this date, the name is spelled Joseph Sautell.

In the same “ Journal,” June 13, 1759, there is

““ A Petition of David Sartwell of Grotor, in the County of Middlesex, set-
ting forth, that his Son Aée! Sarfwell, went forth in the Expedition against
Canada the last Year ; that near Half- Way-Brook (so called) he was in an
Engagement with the Enemy, and killed ; that his Gun was then lost; he
therefore prays the Stoppage may be taken off, and the Treasurer be directed
to allow him the #47ee Pounds mentioned.”

Spattuck. John Shattuck is the ancestor of all the families
in Groton and its neighborhood, who bear this name. He was the
son of William and Susanna Shattuck, of Watertown, where he
himself was born, February 11, 1647. He married, June zo, 1664,
Ruth, daughter of John, Jr, and Ruth Whitney, who was born
April 15, 1645, at Watertown. About the time of his marriage,
lands in Groton were granted him, but it does not appear that he
ever was an inhabitant of the town. In King Philip’s War, he was
a sergeant of a military company raised in Watertown to protect the
remote settlements in the Connecticut valley. On one of the
marches the company was attacked by the Indians, and more than
one half of the command were slain. Sergeant Shattuck was de-
puted to bear the news of the affair to the Governor of the colony,
and, on his way, while crossing the ferry between Charlestown and
Boston, September 14, 1675, the boat was sunk, and he was
drowned. His widow afterward married Enosh Lawrence. In the
year 1678, the date of the re-settlement of the town, Lawrence and
his wife removed to Groton, bringing with them the four young
children of her first husband, all born at Watertown. They prob-
ably occupied the land previously granted to John Shattuck, which
was situated in the north part of the town. The children were
John, born June 4, 1666, and married Mary, daughter of James
and Elizabeth (Longley) Blood; Ruth, born June 24, 1668, and
married, probably, Jonathan Farnsworth ; William, born September
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11, 1670, and married, first, Hannah Underwood, and, secondly,
Deliverance Pease; and Samuel, who married Elizabeth Blood, a
sister of his brother John’s wife.

The eldest of these children, John Shattuck, and his son, John,
Jr.,, a young man in the nineteenth year of his age, were murdered
by the Indians, May 8, 1709. They were attacked, as they were
crossing the Nashua River, in the vicinity of the Stony Ford-way,
near the present site of Hollingsworth’s paper mills, while return-

.ing from the west side of the river, where Mr. Shattuck owned
land.

A remarkable fatality seems to have followed Mrs. Shattuck’s
kindred. Her husband and eldest son were killed by the Indians,
as has just been mentioned. Her father, James Blood, was like-
wise killed September 13, 1692. So also were her uncle, William
Longley, his wife and five children, July 27, 1694, and three other
of their children were carried away into captivity at the same time.
A distant relative, James Parker, Jr., and his wife were killed in this
assault, and their children taken prisoners. Her stepfather, Enosh
Lawrence, received a wound in an engagement with the Indians,
probably in the same attack of July 27, 1694, which almost wholly
prevented him from earning a livelihood for himself and family.
The three Tarbell children, who were carried off to Canada by the
Indians, June 20, 1707, were cousins of Mrs. Shattuck. John
Ames, the father-in-law of her niece, Ruth (Shattuck) Ames, was
shot by the savages at the gate of his own garrison, July 9, 1724.
And lastly, her son-in-law, Isaac Lakin, the husband of her daugh-
ter Elizabeth, was wounded in Lovewell’s fight at Pigwacket, May
8,1725. These calamities covered a period of only one generation,
extending from the year 1692 to 1725.

SYheplep. This has been a common name in Groton, from an
early date. The first settler who bore it, and all his family, ex-
cepting a son John, were massacred by the Indians. The sad
event took place in the assault on the town, July 27, 1694, when
his house was burned, and the boy John carried off into captivity
by the savages, and held during several years. The knowledge
which he obtained of their language and customs while a prisoner
was of much use to him in dealing with them in after-life. Tradi-
tion relates that, when buying furs and skins of the Indians, he
used to put his foot in one scale of the balance instead of a pound
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weight. In the summer of 1704, while he and thirteen other men
were reaping in a field at Groton, they were attacked by about
twenty Indians. After some skirmishing, Shepley and one of his
comrades, Butterfield by name, succeeded in killing one of the
assailants, for which act they were allowed each four pounds by the
Government. He is the direct ancestor of the late Honorable Ether
Shepley, formerly Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the State
of Maine, and of General George F. Shepley, now a Justice of the
Circuit Court of the First Circuit of the United States.

John Shepley, who lived at Wenham, was psebakig the pro-
genitor of the Groton family. He removed to Chelmsford in the
year 1656, at the time the Reverend Mr. Fiske took a majority of
his church to that town.

Stone. This has been a common name for nearly two centu-
ries, and the families bearing it have lived in the south part of the
town. Deacon Simon Stone was an original proprietor, owning an
eighteen-acre right. He was the oldest of the children of Deacon
Simon and Mary (Whipple) Stone, of Watertown. Perhaps he is
the person referred to by Mather (Magnalia, vii. 74), who was
severely wounded by the Indians, July 4, 1690, at Exeter, New
Hampshire. Simon Stone and John Stone, mentioned in the
distribution of garrisons, March 17, 1691~2, were probably father
and son. Simon married Sarah , aud it is probable that several
of his children were born before he came to Groton, as their births
are not recorded in the town records. Among these were John and
Simon, Jr., who were often chosen town officers ; James, a son of
Simon, Jr., was a deacon in the church.

Tarbell., Thomas Tarbell, the ancestor of this family, sold
his house and land in Watertown in the year 1663, and about the
same time removed to Groton. He and Thomas, Jr., were original
proprietors of the town, the father owning a twenty-acre right, and
the son a six-acre right. The name is sometimes written Tar-
bole. He married Mary , and had Elizabeth, born January s,
1656—y, and William, born February 26, 1658—9, both at Water-
town. The names of two other children, Thomas, Jr., and Abigail,
do not appear in the town records of Watertown, and they probably
were born before he settled in that town. He was one of four
men, to whom twenty acres of land were granted by the town of




256 GROTON EPITAPHS.

Groton, in the year 1665, on condition that they should build a
grist-mill. At the outbreak of King Philip’s War, he went to
Charlestown, where he married, for the second time, August 13,
1676, Susanna, widow of John Lawrence, Jr. He died at Charles-
town as early as the beginning of 1681, and his widow at the same
place, January 5, 1692. Thomas Tarbell, Jr.,, married, June, 3o,
1666, Hannah, daughter of William and Joanna Longley, and had
four children. He died in the autumn of 1678, and administration
on his estate was granted his widow, December 18, 1678. Thomas
Tarbell, 3d, eldest child of the preceding Thomas, married, Decem-
ber 1, 1686, Elizabeth, daughter of Richard and Isabel Blood, and
had ten children. He was town clerk of Groton in the years 1704
and 1705. He lived on what is now known as Farmers’ Row, a
short distance south of the Lawrence Farm. He was probably the
% Corp® Tarboll,” who commanded, in the autumn of 1711, one of
the eighteen garrisons in the town. Three of his children, Sarah,
John, and Zachariah, were carried off by the Indians, June 2o,
1707, and never came back to remain. They were picking cherries
early one evening—so tradition relates—and were taken before
they had time to get down from the tree. They were carried to
Canada, where, it would seem, they were treated kindly, as no
inducement was strong enough afterward to make them return.
The girl was sold to the French, and placed in a convent near
Montreal ; the boys remained with their captors at Caughnawaga,
an Indian village near Montreal, and subsequently married squaws
and became chiefs of their tribe. Their case was brought before
the Council and House of Representatives, April 20, 1739, in
Boston, by Governor Belcher, when he made a speech, in which
he said that —

“There are lately come from Canada some Persons that were taken by the
Indians from Groton above thirty Years ago, who (its believed) may be induced
to return into this Province, on your giving them some proper Encouragement :
If this Matter might be effected, I should think it would be not only an Act of
Compassion in order to release them from the Errors and Delusions of the
Romish Faith ; but their living among us might, in Time to come, be of great
Advantage to the Province.”

The matter was referred to a committee, but no definite result
was reached. Nearly forty years after their capture, Governor
Hutchinson met them in New York State, and refers to them
thus ; —
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“I saw at Albany two or three men, in the year 1744, who came in with the
Indians to trade, and who had been taken at Groton in this, that is called
Queen Ann’s war. One of them Tarbell, was said to be one of the
wealthiest of the Cagnawaga tribe. He made a visit in his Indian dress and
with his Indian complexion (for by means of grease and paints but little differ-
ence could be discerned) to his relations at Groton, but had no inclination to
remain there.”” — Hutchinson’s ¢ History of Massachusetts,” ii. 139.

Some years after this time, these two boys — now grown up to
manhood, and occupying the position of chiefs— moved up the
St. Lawrence River, accompanied by several others, all with their
families, and established the little village of St. Regis.

In the month of July last, I visited the place, and was interested
to learn from the parish priest that the descendants of these two
boys were among the prominent families of the settlement, where
there are perhaps forty persons who bear the name. They keep
up in a great measure the same given names that are common
among their collateral kindred in this town. While in Montreal, I
procured, through the kindness of the Mother Superior at the Con-
gregation of Notre Dame, the record of Sarah’s baptism, of which
the following is a translation : —

“On Monday, July 23, 1708, the ceremony of baptism was performed on
Sarah Tarbell, who was born at Groton in New England, October g, 1693. Her
parents were Thomas Tarbell and Elizabeth Wood, both Protestants, and she
was baptized by the minister shortly after her birth. Having been taken by the
savages on Monday, June 20, 1707, she was brought to Canada ; she has since
been sold and has lived with the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame,
established at Lachine, where she abjured her religion on May 1. Her god-
father was M. Jacques Urbain Robert de Lamorandiere, Secretary of M.
P'Intendant ; and her godmother was Madame Marguerite Bonat, wife of M.
Etienne Pascaud, the deputy treasurer of the King, in this country.

Her name Sarah has been changed to Marguerite.

' [Signed] MGTE BONAT,
PASCAUD,
LAMORANDIERE,
MERIEL, PRETRE.”

Thomas Tarbell, the father of these children, made his will Sep-
tember 26, 1715, which was admitted to probate six weeks later.
After making certain bequests to different members of his family,
he says: —

“all the rest & residue of my Reall Estate I give to be Equally divided be-
tween my three children, John, Zachary, & Sarah Tarbell, upon their return
from Captivity, or In Proportion unto any of them that shall return, & the rest,
or the parts belonging to them that do not return, shall be Equally divided
among the rest of my children.”
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In the printed “Journal” of the House of Representatives,
for April 22, 1746, there is found “ A Petition of William Tarbell
*of Grofon, a Soldier wounded in the Service of the Province, pray-
ing a Consideration therefor.” This petitioner was a nephew of
the captives.

Tinker. John Tinker, one of the original selectmen appointed
by the General Court, was living as early as the year 1643, at
Windsor, Connecticut, and afterward at Boston. He was among
the first settlers of Lancaster, where he was a selectman and town
clerk. At one time he bought of the Government the right to trade
in furs at Nashaway [Lancaster] and Groton. He subsequently
removed to New London, Connecticut, and died suddenly, in Octo-
ber, 1662, at Hartford.

T inthrop. Deane Winthrop, whose name stands at the
head of the earliest list of selectmen appointed by the General
Court, was a son of Governor John Winthrop, of Massachusetts,
and a native of Groton, England. It was in compliment to him
that the name of his birthplace was given to this town. The fol-
lowing letter, written by a distinguished representative of his family,
will be read with interest: —

BosToN, 27 February, 1878.

My pEAR DR. GREEN, —It would give me real pleasure to aid you in estab-
lishing the relations of Deane Winthrop to the town of Groton in Massachu-
setts. But there are only three or four letters of Deane’s among the family
papers in my possession, and not one of them is dated Groton. Nor can I find
in any of the family papers a distinct reference to his residence there.

There are, however, two brief notes of his, both dated ‘the 16 of Decem-
ber, 1662,” which I cannot help thinking may have been written at Groton. One
of them is addressed to his brother John, the Governor of Connecticut, who was
then in London, on business connected with the Charter of Connecticut. In
this note, Deane says as follows : —

“I have some thoughts of removing from the place that I now live in, into
your Colony, if I could lit of a convenient place. The place that I now live
in is too little for me, my children now growing up.”

‘We know that Deane Winthrop was at the head of the first Board of Select-
men of Groton a few years earlier, and that he went to reside at Pullen Point,
now called Winthrop, not many years after.

I am strongly inclined to think with you that this note of December, 1662,

was written at Groton.
Yours very truly,
ROBT. C. WINTHROP.

SaMUEL A. GREEN, M.D.
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QUitt. John Witt was one of the petitioners for the plantation
of Groton; but he probably never was an inhabitant of the town.
As early as the year 1650 he was a resident of Lynn, where he died
December 2, 1675.

J¥00US. Samuel Woods was an original proprietor of Groton,
and owned an eleven-acre right. He is the ancestor of most of
the families in this neighborhood, bearing the name. Two of his
grandchildren, Thomas Woods and Daniel Woods, were with Cap-
tain John Lovewell, in his famous fight with the Indians, May 8,
1725, and both were killed. Henry Woods, a great-grandson, was
in an expedition up the Kennebec River, in the summer of 1755.
At the Battle of Bunker Hill, he was a Major under Colonel
William Prescott, and subsequently promoted to a colonelcy ; after
the war he was a general of the militia.
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SOME INSTANCES OF LARGE FAMILIES AND OF
LONG-LIVED PERSONS IN GROTON.

THE following are some instances of large families, reared in
Groton, between the years 1700 and 18co. The maiden names of
the mothers, so far as they are known, are given within paren-
theses : —

Robert and Deborah Parker had sixteen children. Ebenezer
and Abigail Blood, Joseph and Abigail (Sawtell) Parker, Jonathan
and Ruth Farnsworth, and Oliver and Sarah (Tarbell) Farnsworth
were blessed, each couple, with families of fourteen children.

Mrs. Joseph Parker, named above, “left two Hundred or up-
wards of Children & Grandchildren,” according to the inscription
on her grave-stone. She died February 19, 1787, in the goth year
of her age.

Jonas and Jemima (Holden) Green were the happy parents of
ten children, all born within a period of less than eleven years,
and among them were twins and triplets. By a second marriage,
Jonas became the father of nine more children.

Elisha and Elizabeth (Adams) Rockwood were favored with
thirteen children. Isaac and Priscilla (Dodge) Bowers, John and
Ruth Frost, Jonathan and Esther (Shedd) Lawrence, Nathaniel
and Elizabeth (Page) Nutting, John and Elizabeth (Nutting) Nut-
ting, Joseph and Mary (Prescott) Stone, Captain John and Molly
(Everett) Williams, and Nathaniel and Alice Woods were each the
parents of twelve children.

Some remarkable cases of longevity and of regular succession of
deaths, in this town, during one year, are given in the Groton
¢ Spirit of the Times,” for July 26, 1848. The list was furnished
by Mr. Butler, and is as follows : —

Molly, widow of Amos Stone, died May 13, 1847, aged 94 years
and 1 month.
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Abigail, widow of John Lawrence, died July 10, 1847, aged 93
years and g months.

Mary, widow of John Capell, died September 6, 1847, aged 93
years, 4 months and 25 days.

Major Amos Farnsworth died October 19, 1847, aged g3 years,
6 months and 1 day.

Elizabeth, his widow, died December 11, 1847, aged go years,
7 months and 24 days.

Lucy, widow of Deacon Samuel Rockwood, died May 12, 1848,
aged go years, 8 months and 23 days.

All the above-named persons, with the exception of Mr. and
Mrs. Capell, were natives of Groton, and each one of the six de-
cedents was, at the date of death, the oldest person in town.

It is interesting to note the changes that have occurred in bap-
tismal names within a few generations. In the early days of New
England, certain names that now sound uncouth to the ear were in
common use in every community. They were taken largely from
the Bible, which was, perhaps, the only book universally read at
that time. Zerubbabel Kemp was living in Groton at the be-
ginning of the last century, and he gave the name to one of his
sons, who lived to grow up, notwithstanding the infliction. Me-
phibosheth Adams was a resident of the west parish of Groton a
hundred and fifty years ago, but he spared his own boys. A class
of names, common in the last century, and representing abstract
qualities, such as Faith, Hope, Charity, Temperance, Prudence,
and Virtue, have now entirely disappeared. The good old names
of Molly, Polly, Dolly, and Sally are never seen in their original
spelling ; Susie is considered a better form than Sukey, and Bessie
is preferred to Betty.

The name of Gabriel Lakin, of Groton, was kept up through
several generations, and the name of Sibyl was in common use
in the same family. John Frost, perhaps a kinsman of the
well-known “ Jack Frost,” had, among his twelve children, a son
called Scripture. His eldest daughter was Jemima, and his
three youngest were named respectively Tryphena, Patience, and
Submit.
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Section. Page Section. Page
Archibald, Henry Adams . 1. . 214 | Boit, John . Il. - 1219
Archibald, Margaret Agnes L. . 214 | Boit, John, Jr. . II. . 213
Archibald, Rebecca Sarah . 8 . 214 | Boit, Rebecca. . . I . 184
Boit, William. . . II. . 184
Baker, Thomas . . IIL . 93 | Bowen, Peter . Iv. . 158
Ball, Hepzibath . . 1L . 161 | Bowen, Sylvia T 1V. . 158
Bancroft, Abel 1v. . 94 | Bowers, Benjamin . < WIS . 141
Bancroft, Agness V. . 176 | Bowers, Hannah Bl UL 98
Bancroft, Agness S. Iv. . 222 | Bowers, Isaac . III. . 132
Bancroft, Alice . 1v. 87 | Bowers, Jerathmel . | Y 4
Bancroft, Amos . IV, . 208 | Bowers, Jonas . IIL . 107
Bancroft, Anna . . 1v. 99 | Bowers, Mary o W0 70
Bancroft, Benjamin. 1v. 74 | Bowers, Phinehas . X 135
Bancroft, Benjamin. IV. 95 | Bowers, Phinehas . IL 49
Bancroft, Benjamin . 1v. . 123 | Bowers, Samuel . o TG 43
Bancroft, Benjamin . A . 217 | Bowers, Samuel . LS 50
Bancroft, Mary Ann IV. . 194 | Bowers, Sarah III. 70
Bancroft, Sarah . 1v. . 173 | Boyden, Eunice . II. 15
Bancroft, Sarah . IV. . 190 | Boyden, Josiah 1I. 56
Bancroft, Thaddeus . Iv. 92 | Boyden, Samuel . II1. 83
Bancroft, William . IV, . 176 | Boyden (eight children) 1I. 56
Bardeen, Casindana S.. 1L . 205 | Boynton, Sarah . 1L .
Bardeen, Sarah . IS . 195 | Bright, John . Iz . 160
Bardeen, Shadrach . II. . 199 | Brown, Aaron III. . 177
Barron, Samuel . IS 54 | Brown, Nathan . III. . 169
Barron, Silas . Iv. . 47 | Brown, Sarah Pierce 11I. . axn
Bates, Ann 1. . 161 Brown, Sarah S. . 111, 145
Bennett, Abijah . o Bk . 195 | Brown, Sarah S.. III. . 193
Bennett, James . o 1. . 210 | Bulkley, Abigail . II. 15
Bennett, Samuel. o, 4k . 153 | Bulkley, John Iv. 57
Bentley, Elizabeth Paine . III. . 181 | Bulkley, Peter 1L 44
Bentley, Joshua . III. . 181 | Bulkley (scven t/llldrtn) II. 15
Blood, Almira III. . 159 | Bullard, Anna 0915 . 167
Blood, Caleb . . IIL . 12} | Bullard, George C. . 111, . 167
Blood, Calvin IS . 140 | Bullard, Isaac. . III. . 224
Blood, Darling IIL . 54 | Burges, John. . II. « AT
Blood, Elizabeth I . 154 | Burges, William . 1% . 182
Blood, Elizabeth 1V. . 208 | Burgess, George W. II1. . 196
Blood, Gabriel L. Iv. . 125 | Burgess, James H. . 11. 225
Blood, Hannah III. 59 | Burgess, Levi . ei: T 189
Blood, John . II1. . 30 | Burgess, Maret . . IL - L
Blood, Luther . . IIL. . 177 | Burgess, Mary 1I. . 165
Blood, Lydia W. IV. . 225 | Burgess, Mima IL. B i)
Blood, Milly . II1. . 178 | Burgess, Miranda . IL . 225
Blood, Oliver . III. . 209 | Buttrick, Abagail C) . 115
Blood, Polly . III. of 222
Blood, Richard . 1v. . 214 | Carlton, Nabby . L 113
Blood, Ruth . III. . 203 | Carriell, Elizabeth . . [ 85
Blood, Sally E. . OIS . 136 | Chamberlin, Sarah . S RIVE 103
Blood, Thomas . II1. . 187 | Champney, Abigail . . 72
Blood, Timothy . III. . 77 | Champney, Ebenezer II. 68
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Section.  Page Section.  Page
Champney, Elizabeth . II. . 68 | Dickinson, James . . . I 26
Charixpne)',' 55.11)' o ¢ 11, ok ey Dickson, Walter . . ol lilE 219
Chase, Joseph . 1. . . 83| Dodge, Isaac. . . . . L . 43
Child, Abram . 11, . 180 | Dodge, Lucy . 111, 218
thxld Al o ] T, . éi Dodge Thomas 5 1L 221
Child, David . . IIL . . 181 | Doldt, Robert v, . 197
Child, Dorcas Thorning 111, .181 | Dole, Mary . . . . . L 86
Child, Mary Paine . 111, . 181 Dlu'nsmoor,‘ Prud_ence .. A 148
Child, Rebegca Clark TR T T e 1 4
Child, Rebecca Stowell II:IL . 180 E,d.&s, Esth"er B oo I . 149
Child, Salla . . . Bl O . 36 | Edes, Isaiah . . . . . L 119
Child, Susanna \Voo]ley i iy . 181 Erflerson, Pgrothy . I . 131
Child, William . o LT . 181 Enperson, Sewall. s o 09
Colburn, Sarah Frances II. . 191 ) i
Conn, John Iv. 33 | Famesworth, Thomas . . L . . 174
Cook, Alice Je . 124 | Farnsworth, Amos . . . I, 37
Cook, Curtis . 9 5 ué Farnsworth, Amos . 1 72
Cook, Peter . b . 130 | Farnsworth, Benjamin . I, 29
Cook, Sally , . s . 114 Famnsworth, Ben)axmn. . I 73
Cooper, Lovina P. . 1. . 220 | Famsworth, Benjamin, Jr. I, 28
Corey, Aaron . . 111, . 216 | Famsworth, Daniel . 1L 63
Corey, Diadama . IL . .223 | F a.rnsworth, ‘Elizebeth . . IV. 48
Corey, Elizab;th . I:!I. . 220 Fams“orth Ephraim . . L 26
Crouch, Mary : v . 213 Famsworth, Eza . . . L 97
Crouch, Phebe . . . I . 182 I‘amsworth Hariot Newell 1. . 155
Crouch, Timothy L . 118 | Famnsworth, Jane L 166
Cutler, Jonas . Iv., 89 | Famsworth, Jonas . . . I. . 125
Famsworth, Jonas . . . I, . . 147
Daby, Mercy . - 20 | FamsworthyMary . . . L . . 161
Daby, Phebe . 1% 20 | Farnsworth, Mary Su- 1 46
Daby, Sarah . L . . 2 sanna Augusta . } o Sl
Dana, Charles. LVE . 233 Famsworth Patience . I1. 8
Dana, Ezra IV. . . 8o | Famsvworth,Polly . . . I 8
Dana, George IV. 121,233 | Famsworth, Rebecca . . I . 101
Dana, Rebegca 1v. . 233 | Famsworth, Rebekah . 1I, . .8
Dana, Samyel . IV. . . 233 | Famsworth, Samson 101, . 178
Dana, Stephen . . . 1v. 59 | Famsworth, Saralh . . . L 27
Dana, Stephen 1v. 64 | Famnsworth, Sarah . . . L . . 8
Davis, Abel 1I1. . 205 | Famsworth, Sarah . . . L . 164
Davis, Betsy . L . 169 | Kamsworth,  Susanna 1 - i6F
Davis, Betsy . Iv. . 197 Augusta . 3 E
Davis, Elizabeth . v, . 39 Fa.mworth Jeremiah 1L 8
Davis, Joseph . . 1v. . 39 Famworth Sarah . . . IL o vk
Davis, Joshua 1V, . 169 Farr, Elizabeth . . . . I, 82
Davis, Luther III. 0o 189 Farr, Leonard. III1. . 198
Davis, Nancy Lawton . 111 . 25:5 Farr, Persis . 11, . 198
Davis, Olive . III1. . 205 | Farwell, Henry .. I . 120
Davis, Sarah Y. . I - 176 | Farwell, Joscph o e o oo + 413
Davis, Sibel 1V. . 169 Farwel] Mary M. 1I. . 297
Day,cJeaniee. ' o oo L . 149 | Farwell, Sarah b NS, W . 113
1L . 192 | Farwell, Thomas . . . |IL 8

Day, Moses, Jr. .
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Section. Page > Section. Page
Fassett, Naby . . . IV. . 107 Hartwell, Luther . . II1. . 222
Fletcher, Abigail. . . . L . 170 | Hartwell, Sally . . . . IIL . 188
Fletcher, Almon . 1. . 143 | Hartwell, Samuel P. . 1II. . 179
Fletcher, Anna ) 4 41 Hazen, Mary . Iv. . 209
Fletcher, Bredget I. . 108 | Heald, Lydia. . . . II. . 222
Fletcher, Bredget L . 116 | Hemenway, Artemas L . 104
Fletcher, Clarissa . . . I. . 224 | Hemenway, Artemas . . Te . 179
Fletcher, Ezekiel . . . 1. . 127 | Hemenway, Bela [ & . 147
Fletcher, Jonas . o g NG 79 | Hemenway, Fanny . 1. . 156
Fletcher, Lyman, Jr. . . L . 145 | Hemenway, George W. 18 . 174
Fletcher, Lyman. I. . 17 Hemenway, Jeremiah . 1. . 184
Fletcher, Olive 1I. 67 | Hemenway, Mary I. . 221
Fletcher, Samuel ) . 131 | Hemenway, Rebecca I. . 156
Follingesbe, Mary IV. 37 | Hemenway, Samuel. TN Ao 15
Frost, Benjamin S. . 1. . 184 | Hemenway, Samuel . K . 160
Frost, Solomon . 1% . 198 | Hemenway, Sarah . 1. 163
Hewes, Benjamin T. . 1I. . 202
Gage, Louisa. . . . . IV. . 234 | Hill, Mary Abby. I . 191
Gale, Frederick Alonz } I Hobart, Lucy . . IvV. . 132
Simonds . * * * 179 | Hobart, Phebe 1. 35
Gardner, Abigail . . . 126 | Holden, Jabez . . . 1v. 95
Gardner, Abigail. 11. . 136 | Holden, Miriam Whitny . IIL . 64
Goag, Bétey” . . ., . . I . 123 | Holdin, Abigail . . . . IV. 29
George, Susannah T. Iv. . 224 | Holdin, John. . III. . 23
Gill, Laura Jane . . I . 192 Holdin, Lydia IV. 14
Gill, Moses A. . . . . L . 169 | Holdin, Nathahiel 1v. 11
Gillmore, Moses Ames. III. . 150 | Holdin, Nathaniel Iv. 11
Gillson, Elezer Iv. 23 Holdin, Sarah Ma 25
Gillson, John . 1v. 23 | Holdin, Sarah II1. -
Gilson, Charlotte 1. . 210 | Holmes, John . . . II. . 206
Gilson, Fannie Iv. . 223 | Hopkins, Bradley I. ew7i
Gilson, Francis . Iv. . 223 | Hopkins, Dorcas . IS . 194
Gragg, Eunice 1v. . 130 | Hopkins, Ebenezer . i, 32
Gragg, John . . 1V. . 111 |- Hopkins, Ebenezer . 1. « 162
Gragg, Mary P. . 1V, . 212 | Hubbard, Thomas . Iv. 6
Gragg, Thomas . . . . IV. . 130 | Hunt, Joseph W. . . . L . 192
Gragg, Wililam . . . . IV, . 212 | Hunt, Mahala . ML . 206
Green, Abigail ot . 251 | Hunt, Martha . . . 1I1. . 204
Green, Benjamin . II1. . 73 | Hunt, Susan M.. 111. . 214
Green, David. . . . . IV. . 159 | Hunt, William H. L, . 192

Green, Elizebeth II. .14
Green, Eunice . . . 1v. 58 | Jaquith, Benjamin . . 1I. . 148
Green, Hannah . . . . IIL . 109 | Jewett, Sarah J. . II. . 195
Green, James. . . II1. 28 | Johnson, James Demmore  II. 197
Green, Jonathan. . . . IV. . 32 | Johnson, John II. . 183
Green, Jonathan, Jr. Iv. 32 | Johnson, Susa . II. . 188

Green, Josiah. 1v. N2y
Green, Sarah . 1V. 89 | Kemp, Alnira . . . s . 203
Green, William . III. . 8 | Kemp, Ephraim. IIL. 188
Gulliver, Mary V. . 141 | Kemp, Harriet Augusta . IL . 199
Kemp, Polly . . . . . L . 223
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Kemp, Stephen . e . 134 | Lawrence, William . . 100 0 st 713
Kemp, William . I. . . 223 | Lepear, William . . Ve . 127
Kenrick, Abigail. 1v. 69 | Lewis, Aaron. I . . 209
Kimball, Charles Henry Iv. . 190 | Lewis, Asa . . . . I . . 206
Kindall, James L . 126 | Lewis, George Kortland II. . . 154
Lewis, James. 10585 57T
Lakin, Eunice 1v. . 111 | Lewis, James . o II. . .17
Lakin, Jacob . IV. 30 Lewis, Jonathan Clark . I1. . . 86
Lakin, Joshua 1v. 74 | Lewis, Lucy. . L. . .17
Lakin, Mary . Iv. 51 | Lewis, Lucy . 106 FET o S0
Lakin, Miriam K, . 66 | Lewis, Martha I. . . 216
Lawrance, Abigail . N - 65 | Lewis, Merric . II. . . 217
Lawrance, Abigail . 11 . 91 | Lewis, Rebecca . II. . . 135
Lawrance, Amos. L 60 | Lewis, Rebecca . IIS P T2
Lawrance, Amos. 1L . g1 | Lewis, Reuben . . .
Lawrance, Anna . IV. .. . 31 | Lewis, Sally . 1. . . 176
Lawrance, Asa Iv. . 120 Livermore, Daniel INE S0 o 117
Lawrance, Betsy. I5 . I51 Longley, Deborah L .. &
Lawrance, Esther r 3 98 | Longley, John L . . ®
Lawrance, Jonathan It 6 | Loring, Jonathan I, = . 215
Lawrance, Jonathan I. 71 Loring, Mary T. IS .- . 215
Lawrance, Jonathan 1v. 98 | Lund, William W. . II. . . 193
Lawrance, Mary . IV. . 110
Lawrance, Nathaniel 1V. 45 M., A.W. (foot-stone) G o de i
Lawrance, Rebeckah Iv. 5 McDaniel, Nancy A. Ny 213
Lawrance, Rebekah . Iv. . 104 McDaniel, William . 1) 14 "0
Lawrance, Ruth . 16 . 116 | McLain, Rachel . . PR 200
Lawrance, Thomas . 1. . 6 | Mellen, Levi Henry . II. . .18
Lawrance, Thomas . 1v. . 144 | Moncrieff, Mary Jane . IL. . .21
Lawrance, Unice. Iv. 16 | Moore (infant) . . . . 133
Lawrence, Abel . 11. 21 Moore, Charlotte P. V. . . 158
Lawrence, Abel . AT 53 | Moore, Nathan K. . NS ol 6 el
Lawrence, Ase . 35 | Moors, Abraham . L .. 8
Lawrence, Benjamin V. . 130 | Moors, Elizabeth I, ald ' 59
Lawrence, Dradamy 1v. . 81 | Moors, James I. . .120
Lawrence, Joel 15 . 168 | Moors, James III. . . 201
Lawrence, John . II. . 55 | Moors, Lucy . L)
Lawrence, John, 2d. )Ty . 183 | Moors, Lucy . . ISP aG6!
Lawrence, Lucy . 1 . 173 | Moors, Mary H. III. . . 201
Lawrence, Lucy . . . I. . . 205 | Moors, Olive . . . I35 .= 128
Lawrence, Mahala . 1V. 100, 139 | Moors, Samuel . I. . 63
Lawrence, Margaret 11 . 183 | Morse, Benjamin I . 178
Lawrence, Marjary . I'A . 143 | Morse, Mary . il SL70
Lawrence, Nehemiah 1L 93 | Munroe, Stephen . . I. . . 150
Lawrence, Oratio Gaits. . . 8r
Lawrence, Philomela IS 67 | Nash, Ephraim 1. . 116
Lawrence, Rowland. . A . 139 | Nutting, Abijah . Y 13
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